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In the aftermath of the 2004 presidential election, much was made of the “religious divide” in the election.  This election cleavage was captured, in part, by the relationship between attendance at worship services and vote choice in 2004—namely, as voters became more observant religiously, the less likely they were to vote for Democrats.  Then, following the election, a series of polls further revealed that only a small minority of Americans thought the Democratic Party was “friendly to religion.” 

However, the political landscape of the 2008 presidential election appears to have changed in some important ways.  The presidential primary process has been marked, in part, by efforts of Democratic candidates to appeal to religious voters; the Christian Right is seemingly more fragmented, as old leaders such as Jerry Falwell and James Kennedy have passed from the scene; there have been reports that a new generation of evangelical voters may be emerging, perhaps more environmentally sensitive and less reflexively Republican in their preferences; growing immigration continues to contribute to a growing religious pluralism; and, finally, the ongoing conflict in Iraq, rising oil prices, and a stagnant economy have largely pushed social issues off the table as major campaign issues.  
But just how much has really changed in terms of the religious terrain and the way in which religion serves to shape political attitudes and preferences?  A new survey, commissioned by the Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and Politics at Calvin College and conducted by Opinion Access Corp. of Long Island, New York, gauges the political attitudes and political preferences of 18 distinct American religious communities on a wide variety of issues and addresses these questions.  Based on a large sample of 3002 respondents, the results reveal that some important changes are occurring in the way in which religion relates to American politics, but that such changes are occurring within the context of larger historic patterns that have served to undergird that relationship. Some changes are likely to be short-term in nature and unique to the 2008 election (though still politically significant for the outcome of the 2008 presidential election); other changes are a part of long-term shifts that have been transpiring within American politics over the past several presidential elections and are likely to remain factors in presidential elections beyond this year. 

This survey also pays special attention to the diversity of opinion evident among Evangelical Protestants, Mainline Protestants, and Roman Catholics as expressed by religious traditionalists, centrists, and modernists within the ranks of each tradition.  The results reveal that religious traditionalists, regardless of religious tradition, frequently hold more similar political views than do religious centrists and modernists within the same religious tradition.   
This survey, funded in part by the Lynne and Harry Bradley Foundation, was led by Corwin E. Smidt, a political scientist at Calvin College who has been involved in similar polls conducted over the course of the past four presidential elections (in collaboration with John Green, James Guth, and Lyman Kellstedt).  Smidt is the Director of the Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and Politics and has been engaged in research on religion and politics over the past quarter century.  He is one of the nation’s leading scholars on the influence of religion on American politics.  Other members of the research team, listed alphabetically, include: Kevin den Dulk, Grand Valley State University; Bryan Froehle, Dominican University; Douglas Koopman, Calvin College; Stephen Monsma, The Henry Institute; and James Penning, Calvin College. 
The Political Landscape
Perhaps talking about politics in terms of an analogy of some geographical landscape is particularly appropriate when one moves from one presidential election to the next.  Like a particular geographical terrain, the landscape does not typically change markedly from one day to the next.  Yes, there is change at the margins; wind erosion or water erosion can alter the terrain over time.  But, the broad contours and basic outlines typically remain the same.  Of course, some catastrophic events can permanently alter even this fundamental outline, but such events are relatively rare.

In many ways, the political landscape resembles this physical landscape.  Basic political loyalties, as rooted in partisan identifications, place important constraints on the extent to which the political landscape may change from one election to the next.  Erosion does occur as international crises, domestic challenges, new political issues, and candidate choices modify the contours of the landscape.  Yet, the basic terrain does not typically shift markedly from one election to the next.

Party Loyalties 
At first glance, the relative proportions of Democrats and Republicans appear to have hardly changed over the past sixteen years.  In 1992, Democrats held a modest 41 percent to 37 percent edge; by early 2008 that margin had grown slightly: 42 percent to 34 percent (see Table 3).  Much of this aggregate change has occurred over the past four years, as the proportion of the electorate identifying as Republicans has diminished from levels that were higher during the course of the previous three presidential elections.  The percentage of the electorate claiming to be Democrats, however, remained at 42 percent in 2008—the same level evident in each of the last three presidential elections.

However, beneath this largely stable pattern in partisan identifications over the course of the past two decades has been an alteration in the way in which the major religious traditions have aligned themselves with the two major parties.  Probably the most commonly recognized shift in partisan loyalties has been among Evangelical Protestants.  This group, which represents a little more than a quarter of the electorate (see Table 1) favored the Republican Party over the Democratic Party 48 percent to 32 percent in 1992, but now leans Republican 54 percent to 25 percent.  In 1992, Evangelical Protestants trailed Mainline Protestants in their level of Republican partisan identifications, but Evangelical Protestants today have replaced Mainline Protestants as the religious tradition most strongly aligned with the Republican Party.
In fact, 2008 marks an historic turning point in the partisan dispositions of Mainline Protestants (who comprise slightly less than one-fifth of the American electorate).   Historically, Mainline Protestants have been the mainstay of the Republican coalition.  Even as late as 1992, Mainline Protestants were heavily Republican in their partisan identifications (50 percent Republican to 32 percent Democratic—see Table 3). But, in 2008, Mainline Protestants are for the first time since at least the beginning of the New Deal more Democratic than Republican in their partisan identifications (46 percent to 37 percent, respectively).  
On the other hand, Roman Catholics have long been a mainstay of the Democratic coalition.  In 2008, a plurality of non-Hispanic Catholics remain Democratic in their partisan identifications—but only barely so.  As a result, non-Hispanic Roman Catholics (whose total numbers are similar to that of Mainline Protestants) continue to remain the largest religious tradition most evenly divided in their partisan inclinations and most likely to be “up for grabs” in the 2008 presidential election (38 percent Republican; 41 percent Democratic).  

Yet, even where there may appear to be stability in the partisan loyalties evident within a major religious tradition as a whole, changes may be transpiring among different components of that tradition.  Each of these major traditions can be divided into three major components: traditionalists, centrists, and modernists.  Traditionalists are characterized by adherence to historic beliefs of their faith, high levels of religious observance, and identifications with sectarian religious movements; modernists subscribe to more heterodox religious beliefs, are less religiously observant, are more likely to identify with more liberal or ecumenical religious movements, and are more eager to include modern beliefs and practices within their religious worldview; centrists then fall between traditionalists and modernists in these matters.  
When compared to their counterparts in the 2004 presidential elections at roughly the same point in the campaign calendar, traditionalist Evangelical Protestants remain heavily Republican—though slightly less so than four years ago (see Table 2); centrist Evangelical Protestants, though more Republican than Democratic in their partisan identifications, are also slightly less Republican today than in 2004.  On the other hand, modernist Evangelical Protestants have moved toward a stronger alignment with the Republican Party.  
Among Mainline Protestants, traditionalists remain almost as heavily Republican in 2008 as they did in 2004, while modernist Mainline Protestants continue to be heavily Democratic in their partisan identifications (Table 2).  However, there has been a large shift to the Democratic Party among centrist Mainline Protestants, as centrist mainliners went from being Republican in their partisan identifications in 2004 (46 percent Republican to 33 Democratic) to being Democratic in 2008 (28 percent Republican to 52 percent Democratic).  

Traditionalist Catholics remain heavily Republican in 2008 (56 percent Republican to 23 percent Democratic).  But, while modernist Catholics, who were already Democratic in 2004, became even more Democratic in 2008, centrist Catholics shifted away from being rather Democratic in their partisan identifications in 2004 to being more evenly divided in 2008 (from 34 percent Republican and 47 percent Democratic in 2004 to 37 percent Republican and 41 percent Democratic in 2008). 
However, partisan differences between traditionalist and modernist components within the same religious tradition tend to be greater than the political differences across the three major religious traditions overall.  In other words the 17 percent difference in the percentage of Republican identifiers between Evangelical Protestants and Mainline Protestants (54 percent versus 37 percent, respectively) is less than the percentage difference between traditionalist and modernist Evangelical Protestants (64 percent versus 42 percent, respectively), traditionalist and modernist Mainline Protestants (54 percent versus 26 percent, respectively) or between traditionalist and modernist Roman Catholics (56 percent versus 20 percent, respectively).  
Thus, religious beliefs and practices are beginning to replace religious affiliation as the primary religious basis of political cleavages.  One’s religious tradition affiliation continues to shape political tendencies, but such tendencies are even more shaped by the specific kind of person one is religiously within that particular tradition.
Political Attitudes

Tables 4 through 6 examine the electorate’s attitudes toward free trade, environmental regulation, and the posting of the Ten Commandments in public buildings according to the respondent’s religious tradition in 2004 and again in 2008.  Overall, attitudes toward free trade have not shifted markedly between the two election campaigns.  While there has been a slight increase in the percentage of Americans who believe that “free trade is good for the economy even if means the loss of some U.S. jobs,” there has been an increase in the percentage of Americans who disagree with such a statement as well—as the proportion of Americans who express no opinion on the issue has diminished considerably over the past four years.  Traditionalist evangelicals are the religious subgroup who exhibited the greatest decline in support for free trade.  Levels of support for free trade remained relatively stable among all three subgroups of Mainline Protestants between 2004 and 2008, though opposition to free trade increased over the same period of time.  The largest increases in support for free trade over the past four years occurred among Latino Protestants, Black Protestants, Jews, and the Religiously Unaffiliated.  
Overall, support for environmental regulation has remained relatively strong between 2004 and 2008, as most Americans express agreement with the statement that “Strict rules to protect the environment are necessary even if they cost jobs or result in higher prices.”  However, opposition to such regulation has also increased over the past four years, as there has been a decline in the proportion of Americans who express no opinion on the matter (with the aggregate shift in opinion moving from no opinion on the issue to disagreement with the statement). Interestingly, despite the efforts of many Evangelical Protestant leaders to encourage evangelicals to adopt a more environmentally friendly stance, evangelicals as a whole are actually less supportive of environmental regulation in 2008 than they were in 2004. In fact, religious traditionalists in all three major religious traditions declined in their level of support for environmental regulations between 2004 and 2008.

Americans continue to be highly supportive of the right of local communities to post religious symbols in public buildings.  Overall, support for such measures increased more than opposition to them.  Not surprisingly, traditionalists within all three major religious traditions were most supportive of such postings, but even modernists within these same religious traditions were overwhelmingly supportive of the posting of the Ten Commandments and other religious symbols in public buildings if the majority agrees. 
Table 7 analyzes attitudes toward two social issues, abortion and gay marriage, in 2008 according to the respondent’s religious tradition affiliation.  Opposition to gay marriage is stronger than is opposition to abortion.  Only Evangelical Protestants and “other Christians” stand in opposition to the statement that “abortion should be legal and solely up to the woman to decide,” while only Mainline Protestants, Latino Catholics, Jews, the Religiously Unaffiliated, and those of Other Faiths agree that “gays and lesbians should be permitted to marry legally.”  Opposition to abortion as well as opposition to gay marriage is directly related to the traditionalist-modernist divide, as support for abortion and gay marriage increases as one moves from the ranks of traditionalists to those modernists within each religious tradition.
Table 8 examines attitudes toward the wisdom of U.S. military action in Iraq and clergy endorsing political candidates during worship services by the religious characteristics of the respondent.  Evangelical Protestants are the only religious tradition in which a majority of its members express agreement that “the U.S. did the right thing in taking military action against Iraq.”  However, within each of the three major religious traditions, a majority of traditionalists (whether Evangelical Protestant, Mainline Protestant, or Roman Catholic) express agreement with the statement.  Finally, most Americans, regardless of religious tradition, express disagreement with the statement that “clergy should be permitted to endorse political candidates during worship services.”  Only about a quarter of the American people express support for such clergy endorsement; Black Protestants and Latino Protestants tend to be the most supportive, though only about one-third of their members express agreement with such a statement.
Projected Presidential Vote

Because the nomination process within the Democratic Party was undecided and closely contested at the time of the survey, half of the respondents interviewed were asked their relative level of support for John McCain versus that for Hillary Clinton, while the remaining half of the respondents surveyed were asked their relative level of support for John McCain versus that for Barack Obama.  

Affiliation with different religious traditions continues to shape the voting preferences of the American electorate.  With regard to the projected presidential vote of different religious groups, Evangelical Protestants continue to be the most Republican in their voting preferences (see Table 9) when responses for the split-half questions related to the two Democratic candidates are combined.  Roman Catholics and Mainline Protestants trail considerably behind Evangelical Protestants in their level of support for McCain, but these two relatively large religious traditions are the only other religious traditions that give McCain a plurality of their support.  Both Mainline Protestants and non-Hispanic Roman Catholics are evenly divided in their level of support for McCain versus the Democratic candidate, while Black Protestants, Latino Protestants, Latino Catholics, Other Christians, Jews, Other Faiths, and the Religiously Unaffiliated express overwhelmingly support for the Democratic candidate over John McCain. 

As was true with regard to partisan identifications, there are significant differences within the major religious traditions in terms of their support for McCain versus the Democratic nominee for president (Table 10).  Traditionalists, regardless of their particular religious tradition, are the most supportive of McCain, while modernists, regardless of religious tradition, are the most supportive of the Democratic candidate.  Once again differences in candidate preferences are greater within the major religious traditions than across the three major Christian traditions when they are differentiated into their traditionalist, centrist, and modernist segments.
Of course, one may wonder to what extent such patterns deviate from patterns evident in the 2004 presidential campaign at a similar point in time. In order to make such comparisons, we draw upon the results obtained from the March-May 2004 National Survey of Religion and Politics, Bliss Institute University of Akron, in its survey co-sponsored by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life.  These comparisons are shown in Table 11. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy overall pattern found in Table 11 is the general decline in the level of support expressed for McCain versus that for Bush.  Evangelical Protestants hardly appear to be abandoning John McCain, but their level of support for McCain does not fully match the level of support that they expressed for Bush at roughly the same stage in the 2004 presidential election process.  Traditionalist evangelicals exhibit a higher level of “undecided” voters in 2008 than 2004, while centrist and modernist evangelicals express higher levels of support for the Democratic presidential candidate than was evident in 2004. 
Overall, Mainline Protestants appear to be somewhat more supportive of the Democratic candidate in 2008 than in 2004.  However, this marginal increase in the Democratic direction conceals the fact that both traditionalist and modernist Mainline Protestants are actually somewhat more supportive of McCain in 2008 than they were of Bush in 2004.  Where dramatic change has occurred has been among centrist Mainline Protestants, as they have shifted from strong support for Bush in 2004 (50 percent) to a nearly equivalent level of support for the Democratic candidate in 2008 (46 percent).  

Traditionalist Catholics are more supportive of McCain in 2008 than they were of Bush in 2004, but the reverse is true with regard to centrist and modernist Catholics.  Latinos, regardless of whether they are Protestant or Catholic, are much more supportive of the Democratic candidate in 2008 than they were of Kerry in 2004. 

Tables 12 and 13 analyze the matchups between John McCain and Hillary Clinton (Table 12) and between John McCain and Barack Obama (Table 13).  Overall, marginal differences are evident among religious voters when the Democratic nominee is Hillary Clinton as opposed to Barack Obama, though Obama tends to fare slightly better than Clinton in matchups against McCain.  Nevertheless, certain important religious differences are evident should the Democratic nominee be Clinton rather than Obama.  First, Latino Catholics and Jews are far more likely to support Hillary Clinton than Barack Obama, whereas Black Protestants, those of Other Faiths, and the Religiously Unaffiliated are far more likely to support Barack Obama than Hillary Clinton in their respective matchups with John McCain (with Black Protestants reporting a high level of uncertainty in their voting when Hillary Clinton is cast as the nominee of the party). 
A Few Words on Methodology
The Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life was conducted April 8 through May 10, 2008, with 3002 respondents.  The survey contained numerous questions that addressed religious beliefs, religious affiliation, and religious behavior in seeking to understand political differences both between and within religious groups. 

A sociological, rather than a psychological, approach was adopted to define the religious landscape.  Thus, respondents were first assigned to different religious traditions based on their reported religious affiliations.  Latino Protestants and Catholics, as well as Black Protestants, were placed in separate categories for two reasons: (1) most congregations in American are ethnically or racially homogeneous, and (2) these ethno-religious groups are politically distinct. 

As can be seen from Appendix Table 1, the resulting distribution of the religious tradition variable generated through this process mirrors the distribution of the religious landscape that was obtained by the massive Pew Forum U.S. Religious Landscape Survey (N=35,556) of May 8 to August 13, 2007.    

In the past, assignments to the traditionalist, centrist, and modernist categories within religious traditions have been based on reported religious beliefs, religious behavior, religious salience, and religious identities.  The 2008 Henry Institute National Survey of Religion and Public Life adopted several questions that seem to provide a more efficient way to make such assignments: first respondents were asked whether their church or denomination should preserve traditional beliefs and practices, adjust these selectively, or modernize.  This question was followed by a second question, asking respondents if they took sides in arguments about these matters within their own church, and, if so, which side.  These specific questions were also available in the 2004 National Survey of Religion and Politics, and the results obtained by using these two different approaches were similar, though not necessarily identical. However, because they take less time to administer, assignment to the traditionalist, centrist, and modernist categories is based on responses to shortened approach.  As the subsequent tables reveal, this approach seems to capture well the same segment of religionists within their respective religious traditions—at least in terms of their particular political characteristics.

Finally, the unaffiliated category consists of three distinct groups: unaffiliated believers, who claim no religious affiliation but who nonetheless report high levels of religious belief; seculars, who claim no religious affiliation and report only modest levels of religious belief and practices; and, atheists and agnostics.
Table 1
The Religious Landscape and Self-Identified Partisanship: Spring 2008





         Percent



Partisan Identification*





        Population
     Republican  Independent Democratic
ALL



          100.0%


34%
        24
    42 = 100%
Evangelical Protestants

27.4%


54%
        18
    27

Traditionalist Evangelical

15.3


64%
        15
    21

Centrist Evangelical

              9.2


43%
        25
    32
     
Modernist Evangelical

 2.9


42%
        14
    43
Mainline Protestants


16.3%


37%
        17
    46

Traditionalist Mainline

  5.7


54%
        13
    33

Centrist Mainline


  7.3


28%
        21
    52
Modernist Mainline


  3.3


26%
        17
    56
Latino Protestants


 4.2%


16%
        33
     50
Black Protestants


 5.3%


  6%
        22
     71

Catholics


           15.7% 


38%
        22
     41 
Traditionalist Catholic
            5.3


56%
        22
     23

Centrist Catholic


5.5


37%
        22
     41
Modernist Catholic


4.9


20%
        21
     59


Latino Catholics


6.8%


15%
        28
     57
Other Christians


1.7%


67%
          8
     26

Other Faiths



4.8%


22%
        32
     46
Jewish




1.2%


18%
        21
     61
Unaffiliated


          16.7%


21%
        31
     49
Unaffiliated Believers

             7.7


23%
        31
     47
Secular




4.0


22%
        33
     45
Atheist, Agnostic


5.0


16%
        29
     55

* Partisan “leaners” included with Republicans and Democrats.




Source: Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life, April-May, 2008 (N=3002)

Table 2

The Religious Landscape and Self-Identified Partisanship: 
Spring 2004 and Spring 2008





         

   2004



2008






Partisan Identification
Partisan Identification



           

Republican    Democrat
Republican    Democrat
ALL



          
      38%
42   

      34%
   42
Evangelical Protestants

      56%
27

      54%
   25

Traditionalist Evangelical

      70%
20

      64%
   21

Centrist Evangelical

                  47%
31 
     
      43%
   32 Modernist Evangelical

      30%
44

      42%
   43


Mainline Protestants


      44%          38

      37%
    46

Traditionalist Mainline

      59%
31
    
      54% 
    33

Centrist Mainline


      46%
33        
      28%
    52
Modernist Mainline


      26%
54        
      26%
    56
Latino Protestants


      37%   
43

      16%
     50
Black Protestants


      11%          71

        6%
     71

Catholics


                  41%          44

      38%
     41 
Traditionalist Catholic
           
      57%
30

      56%
     23

Centrist Catholic


      34%
47

      37%
     41
Modernist Catholic


      38%           51

      20%
     59


Latino Catholics


      15%          61

      15%
     57
Other Christians


      42%          22

      67%
     26

Other Faiths



      12%
55

      22%
     46
Jewish




      21%
68

      21%
     61
Unaffiliated


          
      27%          43

      21%
     49
Unaffiliated Believers

                  28%           35

      23%
     47
Secular




      29%           44

      22%
     45
Atheist, Agnostic


      19%           54

      16%
     55

* Partisan “leaners” included with Republicans and Democrats.
 Independents omitted for each of presentation; independents equal to 100 minus the sum of each pair of numbers in a single year.

Including independents, all rows sum to 100% within each year.

Sources:   National Survey of Religion and Politics, Bliss Institute University of Akron  March-May 2004 (N=4000);  Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life, April-May, 2008 (N=3002)

Table 3

Major Religious Traditions and Partisan Identification: 1992 -2008











    1992-2008



            2008
         2004
     2000
 1996
           1992        Net Change




        Rep  Dem     Rep  Dem     Rep  Dem     Rep  Dem     Rep  Dem     Rep  Dem
ALL

         34    42
      38
   42
   39    42
41    42         37   41        -3      0

Evangelical Prot.    54    25         56     27
   51    33          53   33          48   32
   + 6      -7    


Mainline Prot.        37    46
      44
   39        50    33
 49   34          50   32
   -13   +14    

Black Prot.
           6    71
      11     71
   12    74
 15   80          10   77 
     -4      -6
Roman Cath.
         38    41
      41     44
   37    43
 39   44          38   43
      0      -2
Latino Cath.
         15    57
      15     61    
   25    57
 29   52          22   49  
     -7      +5    

Jewish

         18    61
      21     68
   24    47
 29   51          18   45 
      0    +16
Unaffiliated
         21    49
      27     43
   32    41   
 37   40          30   41  
     -9     +8

* Independents omitted for ease of presentation; independents equal to 100 minus the sum of each pairs of numbers in a single year.

Sources:


1992:   National Survey of Religion and Politics, Bliss Institute (N=4001)


1996:   National Survey of Religion and Politics, Bliss Institute (N=4034)


2000:   National Survey of Religion and Politics, Bliss Institute (N=6000)


2004:   National Survey of Religion and Politics, Bliss Institute (N=4000)


2008:   National Survey of Religion and Public Life, Henry Institute (N=3002)

Table 4

The Religious Landscape and Free Trade:  2004 and 2008







Free Trade* 2004

Free Trade* 2008






       Agree  No Op  Disagree          Agree  No Op  Disagree
Entire Sample


         30%      17        53 
          31%      10
59
Evangelical Protestant

         34%      15        51    
          30%      10
60
     Traditionalist Evangelical

         41%       12       47
          30%      10         60
     Centrist Evangelical

         29%       17       54
          31%      11         57
     Modernist Evangelical

         21%       15       64
24%       6         70
Mainline Protestant


         33%     20         47
          33%      12        55
     Traditionalist Mainline 

         35%      17        48                    37%        6        56
     Centrist Mainline


         30%      22        48
          28%      19        53
     Modernist Mainline

         35%      20        45
          35%        6        59
Latino Protestant


         21%     25         54
          33%        6        61
Black Protestants


         16%     15         69
          25%      10        65
Catholics



         32%     17         51                   31%        9        60
     Traditionalist Catholic

         37%      17        46 
34%        9         57
     Centrist Catholic


         29%      14        57 
26%      10         64
     Modernist Catholic

         33%      22        45

33%        7         60
Latino Catholics


          26%     18        56
          29%     11         61

Other Christian


          25%     25        50
          26%       6         69

Other Faiths



          26%     17        57
25%       8         68 

Jews




          48%     19        33
61%      11        28
Unaffiliated



          28%     14        58
33%      12        56
     Unaffiliated Believers

          17%     16        67
32%       11        58
     Secular



          30%     12        58
34%       14        52
     Atheist, Agnostic


          44%     14        42
33%       11        56
*  Free trade is good for the economy even if it means the loss of some U.S. jobs.
All rows sum to 100%.  Agree= agree, strongly agree; disagree=disagree, strongly disagree

Table 5

The Religious Landscape and Environmental Regulation: 2004 and 2008







Environmental

Environmental

Regulation* 2004

Regulation* 2008






       Agree  No Op  Disagree          Agree  No Op  Disagree
Entire Sample


         55%      18        27 
54%       10        37
Evangelical Protestant

         52%      17        31    
43%       12        46

     Traditionalist Evangelical

         52%       14       34

38%        12        51
     Centrist Evangelical

         52%       18       30
         47%        10        43
     Modernist Evangelical

         57%       21       22
52%       15        33
Mainline Protestant


         61%     19         20

61%         8        31
     Traditionalist Mainline 

         62%      15        23
54%         6        40
     Centrist Mainline


         56%      20        24

65%       12        24
     Modernist Mainline

         66%      20        14

66%         4        25
Latino Protestant


         43%     24         33

47%       14        40
Black Protestants


         39%     22         39

49%         9        42
Catholics



         60%     18         22         
52%       10        38

     Traditionalist Catholic

         53%      21        26 
39%         8         53
     Centrist Catholic


         59%      18        23 
49%       11         40
     Modernist Catholic

         69%      15        16

71%       11         17
Latino Catholics


          47%     17        36

54%       7         39
Other Christian


          58%     21        21
          47%       4         49
Other Faiths



          62%     18        20                   61%     12         27
Jews




          67%     13        20                   74%       4         21

Unaffiliated



          56%     20        24
67%       7         26
     Unaffiliated Believers

          46%     20        34
58%       9         33
     Secular



          59%     18        23
71%       7         22
     Atheist, Agnostic


          66%     23        11
81%       3         17
* Strict rules to protect the environment are necessary even if they cost jobs or result in higher prices.

All rows sum to 100%.  Agree= agree, strongly agree; disagree=disagree, strongly disagree

Table 6

The Religious Landscape and Posting of the Ten Commandments: 2004 and 2008






          Posting the Ten
       Posting the Ten

   Commandments* 2004
Commandments* 2008






   Agree  No Op  Disagree       Agree  No Op  Disagree
Entire Sample


    66%      14        20
71%        7        22
Evangelical Protestant

    83%        9          8    
 84%        3
13
     Traditionalist Evangelical

    91%        5          4

 89%         3         8
     Centrist Evangelical

   82%        11         7

  77%         5        18
     Modernist Evangelical

   57%        14        30                80%        3        17
Mainline Protestant


   68%       13        19

74%       10        17
     Traditionalist Mainline 

   80%       13          7
83%          6        11
     Centrist Mainline


   76%       12        12

71%        11        17
     Modernist Mainline

   44%       14        42

64%        11        26
Latino Protestant


   67%      20         13

69%      10         22
Black Protestants


   67%      20         13

82%        6         12
Catholics



   67%      14         19         
74%        6         20
     Traditionalist Catholic

   83%      12           5 
85%         5         10
     Centrist Catholic


   68%      17         15 
77%         4         20
     Modernist Catholic

   52%      12         36

61%         9         31
Latino Catholics


    55%     23        21

57%      18         25
Other Christian


    60%     15        25

72%       9          19
Other Faiths



    41%     14        45
60%       8          33
Jews




    34%       8        58
36%       3          61
Unaffiliated



    44%     15        41
54%       7          39
     Unaffiliated Believers

    57%     17        26
79%        6          16
     Secular



    43%     13        44
39%      12          50
     Atheist, Agnostic


    25%     12        63
30%       5           65
* Local communities should be allowed to post the Ten Commandments and other religious symbols in public buildings if the majority agrees.

All rows sum to 100%.  Agree= agree, strongly agree; disagree=disagree, strongly disagree

Table 7

The Religious Landscape, Abortion, and Gay Rights: Spring 2008

        Abortion* 2008

    Gay Rights** 2008






   Agree  No Op  Disagree       Agree  No Op  Disagree
Entire Sample


    53%       7         40
41%      12       47
Evangelical Protestant

    35%       5         60    
21%      10       69
     Traditionalist Evangelical

    23%        4         72

11%         8       81
     Centrist Evangelical

    47%
       7         47

32%       12       57
     Modernist Evangelical

    62%       8         30
42%       13       45
Mainline Protestant


   60%        8         32

47%      15       37
     Traditionalist Mainline 

   44%        7          49
31%       15       53
     Centrist Mainline


   65%        9          26

55%       14       30
     Modernist Mainline

   77%        7
      17
58%       18       25
Latino Protestant


   49%        6         45
42%      11       48
Black Protestants


   61%        7
      31

33%      14       53
Catholics



   51%        6         43        
43%      13       45
     Traditionalist Catholic

   21%        8          71
23%         9       68
     Centrist Catholic


   54%        6          40
41%       18       41
     Modernist Catholic

   80%        4          16

65%       11       25
Latino Catholics


    47%     18
      35
42%      16       41
Other Christian


    41%       6         54

26%      11       63
Other Faiths



    69%       5         26
49%      12       40
Jews




    83%       3         14
67%        8       25
Unaffiliated



    75%       6         19
65%        8       27
     Unaffiliated Believers

    62%        8         30
52%       10       39
     Secular



    87%        5           8
76%         9       15
     Atheist, Agnostic


    85%        5        10
77%         4       19
*    Abortion should be legal and solely up to the woman to decide.

**  Gays and lesbians should be permitted to marry legally.

All rows sum to 100%.  Agree= agree, strongly agree; disagree=disagree, strongly disagree

Table 8

The Religious Landscape, Iraq, and Clergy Endorsement of Candidates: Spring 2008

            Iraq* 2008

Clergy Endorse** 2008






   Agree  No Op  Disagree       Agree  No Op  Disagree
Entire Sample


    39%        7        53
28%       15       57
Evangelical Protestant

    57%        9        35    
29%       16       55
     Traditionalist Evangelical

    64%         9       27

29%        16       55
     Centrist Evangelical

    48%         7       45

  29%        16       55
     Modernist Evangelical

    46%       10       44                27%          9       66
Mainline Protestant


    43%        5       52

27%       11        62
     Traditionalist Mainline 

    57%        3        40
25%         9        66
     Centrist Mainline


    33%        7        60

28%       14        59
     Modernist Mainline

    40%        4        56

28%         9        63
Latino Protestant


    40%      12       47

36%       20        44
Black Protestants


    18%        4       78

36%       12        52
Catholics



    40%        8       52         
23%        12       66
     Traditionalist Catholic

    56%         8       36
21%        13        67
     Centrist Catholic


    34%       11       54
27%        11        62
     Modernist Catholic

    29%         4       68
20%        10        70
Latino Catholics


    25%        5       69

31%       14         55
Other Christian


    38%        8       55

26%       15         59
Other Faiths



    32%      10       59
26%       18         57
Jews




    35%        5       60
19%         8         72
Unaffiliated



    25%       6        69
26%        21         53
     Unaffiliated Believers

    33%        8        59
31%         23         47
     Secular



    19%      11        70
21%         23         56
     Atheist, Agnostic


    12%        2        86
25%         16         59
*    The U.S. did the right thing in taking military action against Iraq.

**  Clergy should be permitted to endorse political candidates during worship services.

All rows sum to 100%.  Agree= agree, strongly agree; disagree=disagree, strongly disagree

Table 9

Major Religious Traditions and Projected Presidential Vote: Spring 2008






McCain
Democrat
Undecided

ALL





    39%
      42

      19  =  100%

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Evangelical Prot.



    59%
                  24

      17


Mainline Prot.             


    43%

      40

      18
Black Prot.
        



      8%

      64

      28
Latino Prot.  




    32%

      47

      20

Roman Cath.
        



    43%

      39

      19
Latino Cath.
            


    19%

      63

      18
Other Christians



    39%

      51

      11
Other Faiths




    23%

      49

      28
Jewish

        



    29%

      58

      13
Unaffiliated
        



    22%

      57

      20


Table 10

The Religious Landscape and Projected Presidential Vote: Spring 2008





Percent

Projected Vote in 2008



          Population
McCain
Democrat
Undecided

Evangelical Protestants
  27.4%
    59%
      24

     17

Traditionalist Evangelical
      15.3
    68%

      13

     19
Centrist Evangelical

       9.2
    54%

      32

     14



Modernist Evangelical
       2.9
    34%

      48

     18


Mainline Protestants

  16.3%
     43%
      40

     18

Traditionalist Mainline
      5.7

     61%
      24

     15
     

Centrist Mainline

      7.3

     33%
      46

     21
Modernist Mainline

      3.3

     33%
      52

     15



Latino Protestants

    4.2%
     32%
      47

     20
Black Protestants

    5.3%
       8%
      64

     25
Catholics


  15.7%
     43%
      39

     19


Traditionalist Catholic
       5.3
     64%
      18

     18


Centrist Catholic

       5.5
     36%
      42

     22

Modernist Catholic

       4.9
     25%
      60

     15
Latino Catholics

    6.8%
     19%
      63

     18

Other Christians

    1.7%
     37%
      53

     10
Other Faiths


    4.8%
     23%
      49

     28
Jews



    1.2%
     29%
      58

     13


Unaffiliated


  16.7%
     22%
      57

     20

Unaffiliated Believers

       7.7
     24%
      49

     28
Secular


       4.0
     27%
      53
                 20
Atheist, Agnostic

       5.0
     17%
      73

     10
Source: Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life, April-May, 2008 (N=3002)

Table 11

The Religious Landscape and Projected Presidential Vote: 
Spring 2004 and Spring 2008


                     Projected Vote in 2004
  
 Projected Vote in 2008



      Bush Democrat Undecided    McCain Democrat Undecided

Evangelical Protestants    65%       19            16                 59%
      24
          17

     Traditionalist 
         77%       12            12   
            68%
      13 
          19 
     Centrist 

         56%       25
   19

54%
      32
          14
     Modernist 
           
         34%       39
   27

34%
      48
          18


Mainline Protestants
         45%      36            19
     
43%
      40
          18

     Traditionalist 
         58%       27            15

61%
      24
          15
     
     Centrist 

         50%       27
   24

33%
      46
          21
     Modernist 

         28%       57            15

33%
      48
          15


Latino Protestants
        59%       22            19

32%
      47
          20
Black Protestants
        15%       59            26

  8%
      64
          25
Catholics

        45%       39            16                 43%
      39
          19
     Traditionalist 
        60%        23            17
            64%
      18
          18


     Centrist 
     
        42%        38            20

36%
      42
          22

     Modernist 
                    36%        53
   11

25%
      60
          15
Latino Catholics
        34%       46            20

19%
      63
          18

Other Christians
        55%       25            20

37%
      53
          10
Other Faiths

        25%       61
   14

23%
      49
          28
Jews


        25%       64
   11

29%
      58
          13


Unaffiliated

        28%       48
   24

22%
      57
          20

Unaffiliated Believers
        39%        35    
   26

24%
      49
          28
Secular

        27%        49            24

27%
      53
          20
Atheist, Agnostic
        15%        64            21

17%
      73
          10
Sources: National Survey of Religion and Politics, Bliss Institute University of Akron, March-May 2004 (N=4000); Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life, April-May, 2008 (N=3002).

 Table 12

The Religious Landscape and Projected McCain-Clinton Vote: Spring 2008





Percent

Projected Vote in 2008



          Population
McCain
  Clinton
Undecided





100.0%
    40%
      41

     19 = 100%
Evangelical Protestants
  27.4%
    63%
      22

     16

Traditionalist Evangelical
      15.3
    72%

      13

     15
Centrist Evangelical

       9.2
    59%

      25

     16



Modernist Evangelical
       2.9
    32%

      51

     17


Mainline Protestants

  16.3%
     42%
      41

     18

Traditionalist Mainline
      5.7

     60%
      31

     10
     

Centrist Mainline

      7.3

     34%
      43

     23
Modernist Mainline

      3.3

     29%
      52

     19



Latino Protestants

    4.2%
     31%
      50

     19
Black Protestants

    5.3%
       8%
      52

     40
Catholics


  15.7%
     42%
      43

     15


Traditionalist Catholic
       5.3
     62%
      23

     15


Centrist Catholic

       5.5
     25%                  60

     14

Modernist Catholic

       4.9
     29%
      57

     15
Latino Catholics

    6.8%
     18%
      73

     10

Other Christians

    1.7%
     52%
      44

       4
Other Faiths


    4.8%
     31%
      46

     23
Jews



    1.2%
     25%
      69

       6


Unaffiliated


  16.7%
     22%
      50

     28

Unaffiliated Believers

       7.7
     22%
      42

     36
Secular


       4.0
     26%
      45
                 28
Atheist, Agnostic

       5.0
     18%
      65

     18
Source: Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life, April-May, 2008 (N=3002)

Table 13

The Religious Landscape and Projected McCain-Obama Vote: Spring 2008





Percent

Projected Vote in 2008



          Population
McCain
  Obama
Undecided





100.0%
    38%
      43
                 19 = 100%
    
Evangelical Protestants
  28.5%
    57%
      25

     18

Traditionalist Evangelical
      16.9
    64%

      14

     22
Centrist Evangelical

       8.8
    50%

      39

     12



Modernist Evangelical
       2.9
    36%

      44

     19


Mainline Protestants

  18.3%
     44%
      38

     18

Traditionalist Mainline
      6.1

     62%
      16

     22
     

Centrist Mainline

      8.6

     31%
      50

     20
Modernist Mainline

      4.0

     39%
      51

     10



Latino Protestants

    2.4%
     34%
      46

     20
Black Protestants

    4.1%
       9%
      83

       9
Catholics


  17.3%
     43%
      35

     23


Traditionalist Catholic
       6.5
     66%
      11

     24


Centrist Catholic

       5.6
     44%
      28

     28

Modernist Catholic

       5.2
     21%
      64

     15
Latino Catholics

    4.5%
     21%
      49

     30

Other Christians

    1.7%
     23%
      62

     15
Other Faiths


    6.6%
     17%
      56

     27
Jews



    1.6%
     33%
      47

     20


Unaffiliated


  15.0%
     23%
      65

     12

Unaffiliated Believers

       6.4
     25%
      56

     19
Secular


       4.1
     26%
      60
                 13
Atheist, Agnostic

       4.5
     16%
      80

       4

Source: Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life, April-May, 2008 (N=3002)

Table 14
The Religious Landscape and Swing Voting, 2004-2008



          Consistent
Swing to
  Swing to
Consistent




           Republican         Dem.
      Rep.
 Democrat




     52%
      8             
          4
      36 =100%
Evangelical Protestants
    74%
      8
 
          2
      16

Traditionalist Evangelical
    84%
                  6

          3
        8
Centrist Evangelical

    68%
                  9

          1
      22 

Modernist Evangelical
    44%
                17

          0
      39
Mainline Protestants

    48%
    10

          5
      38

Traditionalist Mainline
    71%
                  9

          5
      15
     
Centrist Mainline

    37%
                  7

          6         
      50  

Modernist Mainline

    29%
                15

          3
      54


Latino Protestants

    47%
    16
      
          6
      31
Black Protestants

    13%
      9
                      2
      77
Catholics


    50%
      7

          4
      38


Traditionalist Catholic
    80%
                  4

          3
      14

Centrist Catholic

    45%
                  8

          5
      42
Modernist Catholic

    27%
                  7

          4
      62
Latino Catholics

    25%
    13

        15
      47

Other Christians

    56%
    19
   
          0
      25
Other Faiths


    32%
      4

          7
      58
Jews



    33%
      0
 
          5
      62


Unaffiliated


    31%
     9
 
          4
      57

Unaffiliated Believers

    41%
                 9

          1
      48
Secular


    27%
               10

          8
      54
Atheist, Agnostic

    23%
                 6

          3
      68
Source: Henry Institute National Survey on Religion and Public Life, April-May, 2008 (N=3002)

Appendix

Major Religious Traditions in the U.S.:

A Comparison of Henry Institute Survey Results 
with Pew Religious Landscape Survey
Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life

            Henry Institute Survey on
U.S. Religious Landscape Survey



      Religion and Public Life
May 8 to August 13, 2007




April 8 – May 10, 2008 

                                            N=35,556


          N=3002

Christian


78.4%




77.3%

     Protestants


        51.3



        53.1
           
Evangelical Prots

     26.3 



     27.4

Mainline Prots


     18.1



     16.3

Black/Latino Prots

       6.9     
                                           9.5
     Catholic


         23.9



        22.4 


     Mormon/Jehovah’s Witness         2.4                                                      1.5
     Orthodox


           0.6                                                      0.3

Other Religions

  4.7%




  6.2%           

     Jews


           1.7



         1.2 


     Muslim


           0.6



         0.2


     Hindu, Buddhist, other
           2.4



         4.8


Unaffiliated


16.1%




16.7%

     Atheist


           1.6



         1.9


     Agnostic


           2.4



         3.1
     Nothing in particular
         12.1



       11.7
Pew Forum data adapted from Summary of Key Findings


http://religions/pewforum.org/reports

accessed May 29, 2008


