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Your ���� Curriculum Committee is once again pleased to offer a compre-
hensive slate of courses for this fall.  This listing is the product of consider-
able committee effort, but first and foremost, it is built on gratitude on at least
two fronts.  Without the wonderful generosity and cooperation of the people
teaching these courses we obviously would have no curriculum at all.  And
without the interest and involvement you show in the courses you take,

teaching for ���� would not be the rewarding experience it commonly is.

Because so many classes were closed last fall due to full enrollment, the
Curriculum Committee felt it wise to offer several more courses this term
than a year ago.  We trust that this greater number of offerings will result in
fewer closed classes and less disappointment on your part.  We nonetheless
suggest that you enroll early, if you want to be certain of admittance to a
given course.  All of us wish you an enriching, enjoyable fall term.

                                      The Curriculum Committee
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Group #1

Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, September and October, at 1:30 p.m.

1.  Our Northern Neighbors--The History of Canada, Part I:  Karin Maag

2.  Reading the Christian and Islamic Scriptures Side by Side: Barbara Hampton

3.  Creating Memoir: Carol Rottman

4.  Lectio Divina: Karen DeVos

5.  Cooking for One or Two: Jessica Berkey and Kathleen Goyette

Group #2

Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, September and October, at 3:15 p.m.

6.  Understanding Beethoven: Tim Steele

7.  The Quest for Justice--How Modern Philosophers See It: Ruth Groenhout

8.  This Fall’s Elections-- What’s at Stake: Corwin Smidt, Mike Stob, Doug  
Koopman, Steve Monsma

9.  Chinese Educational Leaders in China’s Top University: Philip Holtrop 
(with Marie Holtrop)

10.  More Drawing What you See--People and Portraits II:  Natalie Boonstra-
Bosscher

Group #3

Courses Meeting on Thursdays, September and October, at 1:30 p.m.

11.  Everyperson’s Guide to Poetry, or How a Poem Means: Ruth Stubbs

12.  The Life and Times of Ancient Michigan (Geology): Ralph Stearley

13.  Drawing What You See--Objects in Perspective II: Natalie Boonstra-
Bosscher
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Group #4

Courses Meeting on Thursdays, September and October, at 3:15 p.m.

14.  The Stories and Story Line of Genesis Chapters 1-11: Richard Whitekettle

15.  Health Issues for Senior Citizens: Dewey Heetderks

16.  An Illustrated History of Processions in Art--Rituals, Rites, and              
Revolutions: Edgar Boeve'

17.  The Biology of Aging: David DeHeer

18.  Intelligence and Foreign Policy III: Thomas Troy

19.  Yoga for Health and Wellness: Andre Daley

Group #5

Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, October and November, at 1:30 p.m.

20.  Reading Around the World: Susan Felch

21.  The U.S. Confronts the Latin American Left: Andrew Schlewitz

22.  The Wit and Wisdom of Pieter Bruegel the Elder: Henry Luttikhuizen

23.  What is Your Worldview?: Philip Holtrop

24.  The Battle of Britain and Midway: James Bosscher
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Group #6

Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, October and November, at 3:15 p.m.

25.  Archaeology and History, Ancient and Modern, in Israel-Palestine: Bert 
DeVries

26.   Handel’s Messiah: Calvin Stapert

27.  Confucianism: Diane Obenchain

28.  The Religious Convictions of Abraham Lincoln: Paul Bremer

29.  Climate Change and Human Response: Kenneth Piers

Group #7

Courses Meeting on Thursdays, October and November, at 1:30 p.m.

30.  Faith and Fiction: Jennifer Holberg

31.  Great Monuments of Greece and Rome: Kenneth Bratt

32.  Sleepers Awake! Revival and Mission in America: Richard Hertel

Group #8

Courses Meeting on Thursdays, October and November, at 3:15 p.m.

33.  The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Keith St. Clair

34.  The Second World War, Spring and Summer of 1942: Ryan Noppen

35.   Faith of our (Founding) Fathers: Paul Nelson

                                                                 Group #9

                                    Courses with Special Time Arrangements

36.  Jewelry Making—Basic Techniques: Rosemary Stevenson

37.  Four Favorite Films: Galen Meyer

38.  Introduction to Word Processing—Using Microsoft 2007: Jeni Hoekstra

39.  Using Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint) and the Internet: Jeni 
Hoekstra
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Group #1

Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, September and October, at 1:30 p.m.

1-F2010  Our Northern Neighbors: The History of Canada, Part 1

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 5 Tuesdays: September 14 – October 12

   Room: Science Building 110

Come learn more about the early history of
Canada!  Aboriginal peoples, French fur traders
and explorers, British political leaders and immi-
grants, all made their home in Canada at various
points.  This class will examine Canadian history
from the earliest recorded evidence up to 1867, when Canada became an
independent country, though still part of the British Commonwealth.

Style: presentation, discussion, short readings, and film clips

   Karin Maag, leader

Karin Maag is Director of the Meeter Center and a professor of history at

Calvin College.

2-F2010  Reading the Christian and Islamic Scriptures (the Koran) Side by
Side

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 6 Tuesdays: September 14 - October 19

   Room: Science Building 203

In this six-week class we will compare Qur’anic and
Biblical passages about Ishmael, God’s revelation of
Himself, Jesus’ identity, how to be saved, the cruci-
fixion, and how believers ought to live.  As with a
typical Bible study, questions will guide our digging
into the texts to see what they reveal.  Each hour we
will first work in small groups to ask and answer
these questions and then will come together for a
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larger group discussion.  Participants will purchase the printed study guide at
the cost of $3.00 or $4.00.

The leader of this class designed these studies for Christian students at the
College of Wooster to use with their Muslim friends.   They provide the
opportunity to look at the texts with as few preconceived notions as possible.

Style: discussion, short readings, and presentations

   Barbara Hampton, leader

Barbara Hampton has written on Muslim-Christian dialogue and has taught

the CALL course on Muslim-American fiction.

3-F2010  Creating Memoir

   1:00-3:00 p.m. (Please note time.), 6 Tuesdays: September 14-October 19

   Room:  Hiemenga Hall 314

Have you been thinking about writing the stories of your
life?  Or have your siblings, children, or grandchildren
urged you to fill in the details of family legends?  If so,
please consider joining a small group of like-minded peo-
ple, learning by writing weekly assignments, or continuing
an ongoing writing project.  Each two-hour session is run
like a workshop that contains instruction, gentle critique of
your work, and encouragement from other writers to continue writing your
stories.  Both beginning and continuing writers are welcome to join this lively
group, which is limited to 12 people.

The class text is Writers in the Spirit: Inspiration for Christian Writers

(FaithWalk), which was written by the instructor and is available at the Calvin
Campus Store.

Style: presentation, discussion, and hands-on

   Carol Rottman, leader

Carol Rottman is an experienced writer and educator.
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4-F2010 Lectio Divina

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: September 14 – October 5

   Room: Science Building 202

Lectio Divina (literally “divine reading”) is an ancient prac-
tice which is best described as “praying the Scriptures.”  It
has been used in spiritual formation in monastic communities
for centuries.  It is currently being rediscovered by both
Catholic and Protestant laity for its benefit of letting Scripture
speak to us and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us in prayer.

This course will offer a brief introduction to the practice and will try to answer
questions and concerns people introduce.  It will be mainly, however, a group

practice of Lectio Divina, led by Karen DeVos and perhaps enhanced by
material presented by a sister from the Grand Rapids Dominicans.

Style: presentation, prayer, and discussion

   Karen DeVos, leader

Karen DeVos is a spiritual director trained by the Grand Rapids Dominicans

and associated with them for 14 years.  She has been practicing spiritual direc-

tion for 12 years.

5-F2010  Cooking for One or Two

    1:30-2:45 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: September 14 – October 5

    Room: North Hall 157

As the size of your immediate family has shrunk, have you
ever been frustrated in trying to cook for just one or two
people?  In this class you will be shown how to do just
that--how to create simple and healthful dishes for yourself or perhaps yourself
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and one other person.  You’ll also learn how to take those dishes and turn the
leftovers into something else that can be eaten later in the week.  The shopping
list and recipe for each of the dishes the leaders create in class will be provided.
An effort will be made to keep those recipes and dishes to six ingredients or
less.

Style: demonstration, hands-on, and discussion

   Jessica Berkey and Kathleen Goyette, leaders

Jessica Berkey and Kathleen Goyette are cooks on the staff of Creative Dining

Services, which provides dining for Calvin College students, staff, and special

events.

Group #2

Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, September and October, at 3:15 p.m.

6-F2010  Understanding Beethoven

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 5 Tuesdays: September 14 – October 12

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 430

There are few who cannot name at least one musical
work by Ludwig van Beethoven, and yet many aspects
of the man remain mysterious.  His music moves us to
tears or laughter, but it may also menace us with the
sublime or satiate us with earthly beauty.  Beethoven
challenges us with paradoxes as he preaches to us about
human dignity and social justice.  He shocks us with
noise and violence, he consoles us with hymn-like
adagios, and he pokes fun at us with scherzos.  In this
course we will listen to and think about his music as we
probe some of the themes that shape the narrative of his
life.
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Week 1   “The spirit of Mozart from the hands of Haydn” 

             We’ll consider several works Beethoven composed in Vienna between
1792 and 1802, including the Trios, Op. 1, the “Pathetique” sonata for piano,
the first set of string quartets, and the first symphony.

Week 2   Beethoven Hero

 In his 30’s, facing deafness and despair, Beethoven embraced a new,
public vocation as a composer and ambassador for music, leading to the
“Eroica” symphony and the opera Fidelio.

Week 3  The Composer in Love

Who was Beethoven’s “Immortal Beloved”?  The passion and tender-
ness in his famous letter help us understand the song cycle “An die ferne
Geliebte” and the “Moonlight” and “Appassionata” piano sonatas.

Week 4  Nature and Family

Beethoven’s greatest happiness was found in the outdoors, his greatest
sorrows in his family relationships.  How could the composer who wrote the
“Pastorale” symphony also engage in a self-destructive battle for the guardian-
ship of his nephew?

 Week 5  Things Human and Divine

At the heart of Beethoven’s late music is a quest for meaning and faith.
This session will center on the famous premiere of the ninth symphony, in
which two movements of the Missa Solemnis were also featured.

Style: presentation, listening, video excerpts, and discussion

   Tim Steele, leader

Tim Steele is a professor of musicology at Calvin College.
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7-F2010   The Quest for Justice: How Modern Philosophers See It

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 6 Tuesdays: September 14 - October 19

   Room:  Hiemenga Hall 320

We live in a world where some people starve while others buy
mansions.  Letters to the editor in the Press debate the merits of
passing health care reform; some writers say it is a bad thing
because it might limit the care they get from the insurance they
already have, while others argue that providing more people
coverage is worth minor limitations on services  And while we
argue about how to pay for health care, we are also paying for
military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, while people argue
about whether we should be fighting there and how long our
troops should stay.

These and other questions are questions of justice, questions about how we
should organize and conduct our lives with other people.  In this class we’ll look
at what some contemporary philosophers have to say about justice.  We’ll look
at existentialism, post-modernism, and the contemporary philosophical scene to
see what philosophy has to offer on these issues.

Style: presentation, discussions, and readings

   Ruth Groenhout, leader

Ruth Groenhout is a professor of philosophy at Calvin College.

8-F2010  This Fall’s Elections: What’s at Stake?

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: September 14 – October 5

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 316

Recent months have seen a great outcropping of societal
and political discontent.   November’s elections on both
the state and national level are of critical importance to
both major political parties and to American society at
large. This course will examine the election from the
following four perspectives.
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Session 1  Corwin Smidt will look at trends past and present among Evangelical
voters.

Session 2  Mike Stob will explore the arithmetic of polling and why caution is
necessary when one reads potentially deceptive political  polls.

Session 3  Doug Koopman will consider the election from the perspective of the
Republican party.

Session 4  Steve Monsma will view the election from the perspective of the
Democratic party.

Style: presentation and non-combative discussion

    Corwin Smidt, Mike Stob, Doug Koopman, and Steve Monsma, leaders

Corwin Smidt is a professor of political science at Calvin College; Mike Stob is

a dean and professor of mathematics at Calvin college; Doug Koopman is a

professor of political science at Calvin College; Steve Monsma has taught at

both Calvin College and Pepperdine University and is a former Michigan state

senator.    

9-F2010  Chinese Educational Leaders in China’s Top University

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 6 Tuesdays: September 14 – October 19

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 334

This course will explore what Chinese leaders in education say about their own
culture, Confucianism, world religions, Chinese and American relationships,
society and economics, science, health, technology, and especially the strengths
and weaknesses of Chinese and American education.

Students in this course will read and discuss essays and journals of Chinese
mid-career educational officials doing doctoral work at Peking University
(Beida), China’s “Harvard.”  There will also be other short background materi-
als on Chinese and American contrasts and Chinese culture and ethics.
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Course participants are asked to buy Beida! Voices of Chinese Educational

Leaders (revised, 2010) at the Campus Store and read the introductory letter
before the first session.

This course, offered this past spring, is repeated at member request.

Style: presentation, readings, and discussion

   Philip Holtrop (with Marie Holtrop), leaders

Philip Holtrop is a retired professor of religion at Calvin College.  During the

past decade he and Marie have coordinated the graduate doctoral English

program at Peking University for four years.  Phil has also taught courses in

Christianity at other Beijing universities.

10-F2010  More Drawing What you See: People and Portraits II

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 6 Tuesdays: September 14 – October 19

   Room: Spoelhof Center 105

In this class, a continuation of the course taught in the
spring, we will further develop the ability to draw people
and portraits.  We will take our inspiration from famous
works of art.  Both beginning and more advanced  class
members will draw people and portraits in perspective, using
pencils, pens, markers, colored pencils, or water colors, but
no charcoal or pastels, please.  Appropriate paper size will
be from 11 x 14 to 18 x 24 inches.   Those wishing to work
in oils should contact the instructor ahead of time at 245-0953; her email
address is nataliebosscher@gmail.com . The class is limited to 20 participants.

Style: presentation and hands-on
   Natalie Boonstra-Bosscher, leader

Natalie Boonstra-Bosscher is an experienced art educator who has developed

unique strategies for teaching drawing.



13

Group #3

Courses Meeting on Thursdays, September and October, at 1:30 p.m.

11-F2010   Everyperson’s Guide to Poetry, or How a Poem Means

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 5 Thursdays: September 16 – October 14

   Room: Science Building 101

Mystified by poetry?  This course is for
people who like poems and for those who
would like to like poems but are put off
because they find poetry puzzling or in-
timidating or obscure.  In a lighthearted
approach, we’ll get comfortable with
many poems by noticing how they work
(without getting too technical).  We’ll
read treasures new and old and discover
why they have become valued.  We may

even learn a poem or two by heart.  (Yes, you can.)  Included will be poems by
Frost, Dickinson, Shakespeare, Mary Oliver, G. M. Hopkins, Billy Collins, and
others.

Style:  presentation, reading aloud, and discussion

   Ruth Stubbs, leader

Ruth E. Stubbs is a retired teacher of literature and writing.
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12-F2010  The Life and Times of Ancient Michigan

   1:30-2:45 p.m.,  5 Thursdays: September 16 – October 7, and October 21
(Please note dates.)

   Room: Science Building 102

This course will begin with a presentation on the Calvin
College excavation of the Ada Bible Church Mastodon in
1999 and a discussion of animal life during the “Ice
Age.”  We will then peel back the layers of rock under
our feet in the Great Lakes region, examining their con-
tained record of episodes in the history of life.  We will
look at coal beds and their fossil plants, at ancient coral
reefs and their biota, and at some of the earliest remains

of cellular life—fossils of single-celled algae that are dated at over 1 billion
years before the present.

During the course of discussion, we will examine the overall geological
structure of Michigan and discuss some of its important economic deposits:
rock salt, gypsum, limestone, natural gas, Keweenaw copper, and iron ore.  The
“stocking” of resources within the earth, as well as its population of past
occupants, will be related to the doctrine of God’s providential and faithful
oversight of our planet.

Style:  presentation, viewing, and discussion

  Ralph Stearley, leader

Ralph Stearley is a professor of geology at Calvin College.

13-F2010  Drawing What You See: Objects in Perspective II

   1:30-2:45, 6 Thursdays:  September 16 – October 21

   Room: Spoelhof Center 105

This course is a continuation of last spring’s course on linear
perspective.  Taking inspiration from major works of art,

beginning or advanced students will study objects in perspec-
tive from the world of art history, including buildings and still lifes.

Class participants will use pencils, pens, markers, colored pencils, or water
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colors.  Tablet sizes will be either 11x14 or 18x24.  If you have questions,
please contact the instructor, Natalie Boonstra-Bosscher at 245-0953, or e-mail
nataliebosscher@gmail.com.  The class is limited to 20 participants.

Style: presentation and hands-on

   Natalie Boonstra-Bosscher, leader

Natalie Boonstra-Bosscher is an experienced art educator who has developed

unique strategies for teaching drawing.

 Group #4

 Courses Meeting on Thursdays, September and October, at 3:15 p.m.

14-F2010   The Stories and Story Line of Genesis 1-11: Creation, Fall, and
Disintegration

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 4 Thursdays: September 16 – October 7

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 337

Why is only the man expelled from the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3:25?  Why
does God not like the fruit that Cain brings him in
Genesis 4:5?  And why, in Genesis 11, is the Tower
of Babel story followed by a boring genealogy?
These days people spend a lot of time and energy
thinking and arguing about whether the stories in
Genesis 1-11 are true or not.  We’re not going to do
that.

What we’ll do is look at things like plot, setting, structure, and themes.  In other
words, we’ll look at the stories in Genesis, chapters 1-11, as stories—stories
which were and are intended to tell the reader something about how the world
was made, about what the world is like, about what went wrong with the world,
and about what God did  and did not do about the wrongness.  Thus, we’ll look
at the stories as the foundational opening of the entire biblical story which
finishes well over a thousand chapters later.

Style: presentation and discussion

   Richard Whitekettle, leader

Richard Whitekettle is a professor of religion at Calvin College.
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15-F2010  Health Issues for Seniors

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 5 Thursdays: September 23 – October 21

   Room:  Science Building 110

The diseases that occur in our senior population are an ever increasing concern.
Aside from the specific issue of the disease, other matters of concern include
the cost of medical care, the management of pain and discomfort, how to deal
with mobility limitations, and much more.  Of major significance is the
increasing incidence of health problems, with 80% of seniors having at least one
chronic disease.  Five specific medical specialties will be represented by
physicians whose practices and expertise include care of the older person:
dermatology, gastroenterology, oncology, otorhinolaryngology, and physical
medicine and rehabilitation.

September 23 Mark Campbell, M.D., oncology

September 30 John Miner, M.D., dermatology

October 7 Michael Puff, M.D., gastroenterology

October 14 Keith Postma M.D., otorhinolaryngology (ear, nose, and throat)

October 21 James Ellis, M.D., physical medicine and rehabilitation

Style: presentation and discussion

   Dewey Heetderks, coordinator

Dewey Heetderks is a retired urologist.
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16-F2010  An Illustrated History of Processions in Art: Rituals, Rites, and
Revolutions

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 5 Thursdays: September 16 – October 14

   Room:  Science Building 301

Processions, parades, and marches have
been and still are expressions of a commu-
nity of people by which they affirm a
commitment to the gods, the state, or the
group’s concerns in life.  In our time, the
formal processions of the past often take
on the form of walks or runs for social
causes and communal concerns, such as
world hunger, homelessness, or some
dread disease.

This course deals with the architectural
settings, bas-reliefs, mosaics, and paint-
ings which record the great processions in
Western history.  Those processions show great change over the centuries.  For
the early Egyptians and Greeks they depicted the relationship of religion to art.
The Romans, for their part, celebrated political power and religion in their bas
reliefs and sculptures depicting processions.  The early Christians of the
Byzantine, Romanesque, and Gothic periods used those means to convey their
celebrations of rituals and rites.    Renaissance artists created works which
showed a divine world brought down to a human level, as the former emphasis
on the church and clergy was replaced by stress on the individual.  Finally, the
depictions of artists in the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries revealed the breakdown of

communal life and, consequently, showed processions marked by despair,
brutality, and confusion.  The past elements of jubilation are gone and the
celebration of life has faded.

This course will trace these developments and, in the process, explore the
possibility of regaining a vision of purpose and triumph in the future.

Style: presentation, illustration, and discussion

   Edgar Boeve', leader

Edgar Boeve' is a retired professor of art and art history at Calvin College.
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17-F2010  And You Thought “Cellular” Referred only to Telephones: The    

Biology of Aging

    3:15-4:30 p.m., 6 Thursdays: September 16 – October 21

    Room: Hiemenga Hall 335

In this course, which is intended
to be readily accessible to all
CALL members, we’ll see how
aging is a central, God-directed
process.  Among the topics to be
explored are the following: Im-
munological aging and why is this
kind of aging necessary if a
mother is to give birth to a healthy
child?  Cellular aging; we were
created with cells that are pre-
programmed to age, lose function, die, and be recycled (dust to dust)-- a topic
with profound theological implications!  Tissue and organ aging; why do joints
fail and bones get brittle?  Cancer; what does it mean that this dread disease is a
faulty attempt at cellular immortality that creates havoc, pain, disease, and
death?  And finally, cellular transformation; like the transforming work of
Christ, genes can be placed in cells so that faulty functions can be restored.
What is this technology all about, and should we use it?

This course, offered this past spring, is being repeated at member request.

Style:  presentation, conversation, and discussion

    David DeHeer, leader

David DeHeer is a professor of biology at Calvin College.
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18-F2010  Intelligence and Foreign Policy III

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 6 Thursdays: September 16 - October 21

   Room: Science Building 203

This course will consist of a look at the final years of
the Cold War.  Major topics to be discussed are as
follows:  the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979
and the U.S. Government’s reactions, with an empha-
sis on the activities of the Central Intelligence
Agency; the crisis in Poland, 1980-1981, a case study
of how intelligence analysts work; and the fall of the
Berlin Wall and the end of Communism in Central
and Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, 1989-
1991.

Style: presentation and discussion

   Thomas Troy, leader

Thomas Troy worked for the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) for over 30

years, focusing primarily on the Soviet Union and its East European allies, and

has written widely.

19-S2010  Yoga for Health and Wellness

   3:15-4:15 p.m., 6 Thursdays: September 16- October 21

   Room:  Woodlawn Ministry Center (across Bur-
ton Street opposite main Calvin College entrance)

Each session of this course will explore and intro-
duce a different aspect of wellness and the benefits
of yoga: respiratory health, stamina, flexibility, and
strength and stress reduction.  Class sessions will
begin with a 20-minute discussion of a health bene-
fit, followed by a yoga practice to promote the
development of that area.  The yoga will be accessi-
ble to those at any fitness level.  However, a
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physician’s release for participation in physical activity is expected.  A release
form will be provided for registrants.

Style:  Presentation and practice

   Andre Daley, leader

Andre Daley has had very  extensive  training  in  yoga and is a Certified

Christian Yoga Teacher (CCYT).  He has taught Healthy Habits Yoga at Calvin

College and is pastor of Mosaic Life Church in Eastown, where he teaches two

yoga classes per week.

 Group #5

 Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, October and November, at 1:30 p.m.

20-2010  Reading Around the World

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: October 26 - November 16

   Room:  Hiemenga Hall 428

Books, says Emily Dickinson, are the best frigates “to
take us lands away.”  During this four-week course we
will travel to Thailand and Nigeria.  In Thailand, we’ll
meet a young, agnostic journalist who becomes fasci-
nated with a three-generation missionary family and the
Dutch-American anthropologist who becomes entan-
gled with their lives.  In Nigeria, we’ll meet 15-year old
Kambili, who tells us her coming-of-age story in a
family marked by both generosity and violence.

The texts are Fieldwork, by Mischa Berlinski; Purple Hibiscus, by Chima-
manda Ngozi Adichie; and  Emmaus Readers II (More listening for God in
Contemporary Fiction), which contains essays and study questions on the two
novels.   All three books are available in the Calvin Campus Store.

Style: presentation, reading, and discussion

   Susan Felch, leader

Susan Felch is a professor of English at Calvin College.
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21-F2010  The U.S. Confronts the Latin American Left

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: October 26 - November 16

   Room:  Science Building 202

During the Cold War, U.S. foreign policymakers
assumed that the Latin American Left was a
variant of communism, and therefore a threat to
U.S. national security.  The U.S. confronted this
threat in a variety of ways, ranging from covert
operations to supporting anti-communist authori-
tarian regimes to fostering Peace Corps projects.
Once the Cold War ended, equating “left” and
“communism” became less relevant, especially
with the re-democratization throughout the re-
gion.

However, then the political winds shifted across the region again, as a number
of leftist political leaders were elected: the fiery Hugo Chavez in Venezuela
(1999), Lula da Silva in Brazil (1992), Evo Morales in Bolivia (2006), Manuel
Zelaya in Honduras (2006), Rafael Correa in Ecuador (2007), and Daniel
Ortega in Nicaragua (2007).    What might explain this resurgence of the Left?
Is it even correct to label these leaders “left”?  How has the U.S. government
responded and how should it respond?  Together we will consider various
answers to these questions and develop our own.

Style: presentation and discussion

  Andrew Schlewitz, leader

 Andrew J. Schlewitz is a professor of Latin American studies at Grand Valley

State University.
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22-F2010   The Wit and Wisdom of Pieter Bruegel the Elder

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: October 26 - November 16

   Room:  Science Building 203

This course is designed to complement a
forthcoming exhibition at Calvin College
in celebration of the renovation of the
Fine Arts Center and the new facilities for
the Center Art Gallery.  The guest curator
of the exhibition, Professor Henry Lut-
tikhuizen, will guide us through the world
of Pieter Bruegel the Elder.  We will focus
primarily on his humanist preoccupation

with laughter and his fascination with Boschian imagery.  The class will consist
of four sessions.

Session 1  The fantastic imagery of Hieronymus Bosch, with special attention to
his depictions of  human folly

Session 2  Printmaking in the Netherlands, how it was done, and how prints
were used in early  Netherlandish culture, with special attention to satirical
prints

Session 3  The art of 16th century Antwerp at the dawn of capitalism, the
development of artistic genres  (including tavern and market scenes), and  the
growing interest in Boschian imagery

Session 4  A tour of the print exhibition, with special attention to Bruegel’s
series on the vices and  virtues, as well as his engravings of proverbial folklore.

Style: Viewing, presentation, and discussion

   Henry Luttikhuizen, leader

Henry Luttikhuizen is a professor of art history at Calvin College.
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23-F2010  What is Your Worldview?

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 6 Tuesdays: October 26 – November 30 (Please note dates.)

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 314

Why did you vote as you did in the last election,
and why did your Christian neighbor vote differ-
ently?  Why do you find it hard at times to talk
about politics, the national “mood,” or other im-
portant topics with even friends and family mem-
bers who disagree with you?  Why is there so much
emotion and tension in America on such topics as
the role of government, life issues, national health
care, world hunger and poverty, immigration, or
environmental concerns?

Why do you see these things as you do and why do others see them differently?
Is your position “moral” and theirs “immoral”?  Could it be helpful to reflect on
the worldview from which we, you, and others see such issues?  Could we be
more mature agents of love and reconciliation in God’s world if we understood
other people’s and our own worldviews?  In this course we will examine various
worldviews and try to define our own in the interest of peace, love, understand-
ing others and ourselves, and thus “growing in the grace and knowledge of the
Lord.”

Session 1  What is a worldview; do you have one; does everyone have one?

Session 2 Chinese and American, Catholic and post-Vatican II Catholic, Eastern
Orthodox, and Lutheran worldviews

Session  3  American liberal, fundamentalist, and Reformed/Kuyperian views

Session 4 Puritan and neo-Puritan worldviews and American Evangelicalism
today

Session 5  A creational and cosmic-Kingdom worldview, and what is your own
worldview?
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Session 6  Discussion comment of various worldviews in the class and what we
have learned

Before the first session, participants should buy Philip Holtrop’s What is your

Worldview (2010) at the Campus Store and read at least the introductory section
on “What is a Worldview?”

Style: presentation, readings, and discussion

   Philip Holtrop, leader

Philip Holtrop is a retired professor of religion at Calvin College.  He has

taught courses in religion, worldviews, cultural theology, and ethics at Calvin

College and, during the past ten years, at various Chinese universities.

24-F2010   The Battle of Britain and the Battle of Midway: Turning Points in
the Air War of World War II

   1:30-2:45 p.m., 6 Tuesdays: October 26 - November 30 (Please note dates.)

   Room: Science Building 302

This class will have three foci.  First, it will take a careful look
at the human, technical, political, and military-programming
actions that set the stage for these high-stakes struggles.  Sec-
ond, it will explore the drama, narrative, and improbabilities in
the actions themselves.  Third, it will analyze the far-reaching
consequences of these pivotal allied air-arm triumphs.  Key features will be
graphic presentations, class interaction, and as much “I was there” experience
as possible.

Style: presentation,  discussion, and audio-visual materials

   Jim Bosscher, leader

James Bosscher is a retired professor of engineering at Calvin College.
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Group #6

Courses Meeting on Tuesdays, October and November, at 3:15 p.m.

25-F2010  Archaeology and History, Ancient and Modern, in Israel-Palestine

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: October 26 - November 16

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 316

Archaeology’s relationship to an understanding of the Bible is inextricably
linked with archaeology’s relationship to the modern history of Israel and
Palestine in an intertwined swirl of myths, truths, and falsehoods.This four-
session course will deal with the following interrelated topics:

Session 1  “Biblical Archaeology” and the Myth of the “Holy Land”

Session 2  Archaeology and the rewriting of Biblical history: the Maximalist-
Minimalist debates

Session 3  Archaeology and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict:  the interplay of
colonialism,  nationalism, and science

Session 4  Settler “Archaeology” in East Jerusalem: The City of David invades
the Village of Silwan, a case study

Among recommended readings are the following works: Finkelstein and Silber-
man, David and Solomon: in Search of the Bible’s sacred Kings and the Roots

of the Western Tradition (Free Press, 2006); Amy Dockser, The View from Nebo

(Little, Brown, 2000); Nina Burleigh, Unholy Business (Collins 2008); Bert
deVries, “Archaeology,” Encyclopedia of the Israeli-Palestian Conflict (2010)
(handout); and Bert deVries, “Archaeology and Community at Umm el-Jimal,
Jordan, and Silwan, Jerusalem; A Comparison” (handout).

Style: power point presentation, reading, and discussion

   Bert de Vries, leader

Bert de Vries is a professor of history at Calvin College.
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26-F2010   Handel’s Messiah

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: October 26 - November 16

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 334

This course aims to introduce Handel’s Messiah to new-
comers as well as to deepen the understanding of those
who have heard it many times.  It will trace the unlikely
series of events that led from the origins of oratorio in
sixteenth-century counter-Reformation Italy to the most
popular piece of classical music of all  time, composed by
an eighteenth-century German Lutheran firmly and hap-
pily settled in a career of writing Italian operas in Eng-
land.  It will also place Messiah in the aesthetic and
religious context of its time.  But the bulk of the course
will be devoted to guided listening that will show how Handel’s music conveys
and interprets the message of Jennens’s brilliant compilation of Bible texts.

Style: listening, presentation, and discussion

   Calvin Stapert, leader

Calvin Stapert is a retired professor of music at Calvin College.

27-F2010   Confucianism

   3:15-4:30 p.m., 4 Tuesdays: October 26 – November 16

   Room: Hiemenga Hall 323

The Chinese Ru tradition of learning received the
western name of “Confucianism” at the hand of Jesuit
missionaries in the 16th century.  The name
“Confucius” comes from Chinese “Kong Fuzi,” the
most honored teacher of the Ru tradition.  What are the
origins of Ru (Confucian) instruction?  What contribu-
tions did Kongzi (Confucius) make to this tradition?
What are the outstanding contributions of Kongzi’s
followers across the ages?  How is the Chinese govern-


