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Doers of theWord

“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themselves.” James 1:22

We cannot possibly please Christ
unless He dwellswithin our hearts.
We cannot act Christ-like unless
we have become children of God
through faithin thefinished work of
Christ on the cross. James does not
advaocate only doing certain things
whichwill please God. Heissaying
to those aready born again:
PROVE YOURSELVES. James
teaches usthat the most important
thingin lifeisbecoming achild of
God. Only thenwill you be ableto
act asachild and obey the Father as
achild.

A childwhoisnaot your ownfeglsno
obligation to obey you asyour own
childrendo. A child-father relation-
ship is absolutely essential before
we can become doers of the Word.
TheLaw wasgivento the people of
Israel AFTER they were brought
out of slavery. Then they were un-
der an obligationto servethe Lord
who had given them their freedom.
We must first have the incarnate
Wordinusif Heisgoing to be made
manifest through us.

James wants us to become com-
pletein Chrigt. Itisnot enoughto be

born into the family of God. Itis
necessary to grow.

How Not to Grow

Too often when people are blessed
withthe privilegeof faithful preach-
ing and teaching of the Scripture,
they become enamored with their
own knowledge of God's Word.
They become self-satisfied with
that knowledge and forsake the
effort to live out the profound truths
that they have cometo understand.

| am sure you have dealt with
people who have an incredible
knowledge of the Bible and the
doctrines of the Reformed faith.
They cantell you exactly what you
are doing wrong and why they are
rightin everything they do. They are
incredibly headstrong but they are
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frightfully heart-weak.

James tells us that a true believer
will not be satisfied by just knowing
theWord of God. Theindwelling of
theHoly Spirit will keep convicting
him of hisown failuresuntil he be-
comes obedient.

Being aDOER involvesour whole
personality; our wholeinner being:
themind, the soul, the spirit, and the
emotions. James speaks of doers
of theWord emphasizing what you
are rather than what you do. The
true Christian is a person whose
lifeisdedicated not only tolearning
God’'sWord but also striving in al
that you doto befaithful andtolive
in obedience to that Word.

TheAuditor

Today, one might compare the
“ hearer” with someonewho audits
aclassat college. When you audit
a class, you are not required to
write any of the papers or take any
of thetests. Infact, youreally don’t
even haveto show up for the class.
In other words, you are not held
accountable for anything that you
have heard in classroom or any of
the reading assignments.

Thereisjust one drawback. You do
not get any credit and you will not
receive a diploma. As an auditor
you may have listened very care-
fully and greatly benefited from
what you heard the professor say.
However, on the day of graduation
you will be sitting in the audience
and not among the graduates.

The tragic thing is that there are
many peopleinthechurchwho are
“auditors’. They are memberswho
willingly expose themselvesto the
teaching and the preaching of the
Word but they have absolutely no

desireto apply anything they hear to
their lives. They receive and take
advantage of the privilege of hear-
ing God’s Word, but they have no
desireto obey it. When that attitude
isfollowed consistently, it proves
that they are not Christians at all.
They are pretenders.

The sad thing isthat peoplewho are
merely hearersand not doers some-
how get it into their headsthat they
belong to God when in reality they
do not. Hearing God's Word and
applying it to othersisnot going to
save you. No, God's Word must

Once you become a
Christian, your
Christianity is not
worth very much if it
does not cost you very
much.

lead to a genuine repentance; a
turning to Christ for forgiveness;
rejoicing in that forgiveness and
then the faithful application of
God'sWord to our day-to-day lives.

Those who fail to become doers
will not receive the diploma at the
end of their course. They will not
hear the Master say: “ Well done,
good and faithful servant.” Cer-
tainly, salvation isthe free gift of
God givento usby the death of His
Son, Jesus Christ, but onceyou be-
comeaChristian, your Chritianity
isnot worth very muchiif it doesnot
cost you very much.

The Biblical line between a saint
and a sinner is very clear. | John

3:10 says: “ By this the children of
God and the children of the devil
are obvious, anyone who does
not practice righteousness is not
of God, nor the one who does
not love his brother.”

The Doer

Being a“doer of theWord” isnot a
question of what you experience or
what you know. It isadquestion of
how you live in the light of the
Word of God.

The character of a person is evi-
denced by the conduct of that per-
son. The way you behave and the
way you treat othersis the test of
what you are on theinside. That's
because your true nature will ex-
pressitself outwardly. James cer-
tainly is not alone in this way of
thinking. Jesus spoke of knowing
peopleby their fruitand saidin Mat-
thew 12:34b, 35: “For the mouth
speaks out of that which isin the
heart. The good man out of his
good treasure brings forth what is
good; and theevil man out of hisevil
treasure bringsforth what is evil .”

Self-Deception

Finally, James saysthat if you are
just ahearer of the Word and not a
doer of it, there must be something
wrong withyour thinking. “ You are
deluding yourself,” James writes.

You are not thinking right and you
are missing the whole purpose of
your life. Maybe you do not want
to be adoer of theWord. You think
you have more to lose than you
haveto gain by becoming an obedi-
ent child of God and willingly doing
that which He commands in His
Word. If that is the case, Jamesis
right, you aredeluding yourself.

Look around. Who arethe happiest
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Patriotic Music in Worship

peoplein the world? | would con-
tend that it is the person who fol-
lows Christ. It is the person who
hasthe Savior lead him through life
and the dangers of thislife.

I have been with enough peopledi-
agnosed with cancer who have an
incredible comfort because they
knew the Lord was with them and
that He would lead them through.
Andintheend, they knew the L ord
will lead them through death.

I have done enough funerals to
know the comfort that comesto a
Christian family when aloved one
diesintheLord, and also enoughto
know thelack of that comfort when
a non-Christian dies without the
Lord.

Where do you want to be? If you
arejust ahearer of the Gospel, you
aretruly deluding yourself and you
had better do something about it.
You are practicing self-deception.

Listen to theWord! Read theWord!
Applyittoyour life!

Itissenselessfor youto place more
importance on thetemporal, mate-
ria thingsof thisworld that will rot
and fade away than on that which
iseternal. And you know that to be
true. Therefore, prove yourselves
doers of the word and not merely
hearers of it.

Rev. Wybren Oord isthe
pastor of the Covenant
United Reformed Churchin
Kalamazoo, Michigan and
editor of The Outlook.

The Reformed tradition has exhib-
ited arange of thinking and practice
regarding the use of patriotic music
in corporate worship. Does the
practice of free speech warrant the
State’s advocacy of civil religion?
Conversely, does this social free-
domjustify the Church’spromotion
of the state as a quasi-confessional
ingtitution.

Thegtate, asaminister of divinejus-
ticeand rulein theworld, does not
have the duty and responsibility to
endorse the Christian religion (or
any religion). Its God-ordained task
is to protect and provide for its
peoples (ensuring their general
health and welfare), including the
free expression of religious belief
and practiceby all livingwithinits
borders. Christian magistrates, in
particular, and membersof the body
of Christin general, have not been
given the mandateto establish true
religion (i.e., biblical Chritianity) as
the confession of the state.

Atthesametimeitisinappropriate
for the church to confess the name
of God (asan act of worship) while
extolling thevirtuesof thenation (as
in the lyrics, “My country, ‘tis of
thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee
| sing”). The confessional church’s
alegiance is to God and to Him
alone. Of course, the community of
faith in worship prays for govern-
mental leaders and for the general
well-being of the nation and nations

of theworld.

Civil religion, now asinthepagt, can
only foster adistorted and erroneous
conception of God, the sovereign
Lord of the church, the Creator and
Redeemer of humanity.

The Patriotic Song

The patriotic songisalyrical com-
position written to extol the virtues
of the country to which one be-
longs. Itspurposeistheexpression
of one'salegianceto the nation. It
is peculiarly focused upon one
people and one nation. The text of
the song describestheland and the
peoplewhichinhabit it. It addresses
the national consciousness.

In contrast, the psalms, hymns and
spiritual songsof the church aredi-
rected exclusively to God. They
are means of ingtilling faith, hope,
love, confidence in Christ, praise,
and adoration among the saints of
God. Hymnsinworship belong ex-
clusively to the people of God wher-
ever they meet. They arenot, first
and foremost, meant to be evange-
listic tools aimed at reaching the
unconverted.

The Patriotic Song in Wor ship

Several reasons have been fur-
nished by interpreters of the Bible
to exclude patriotic songsfrom con-
gregational worship.

It isinappropriate for the church to confessthe
name of God (as an act of worship) while
extolling the virtues of the nation.
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Thefirst reason follows from the
definition of the patriotic song.
The purpose of singing patriotic
musicisat variancewith— but not
in opposition to — the testimony
of the gospel and worship that is
exclusively God-centered. This
exclusivity iswhat distinguishesa
worshipping congregation fromdl
other gathered peoples. Certainly
the Bible callsusto honor thosein
civil authority and to pray for
them, but that isaltogether differ-
ent from using patriotic musicin
worship.

The second reason may be more
difficult to discern and compre-
hend as members of the body of
Christ. We cannot look to Old
Testament practice and make a
direct transfer from old to new
covenant worship. Thevery ques-
tion of the relationship between
the two Testamentsisitself a dif-
ficult and complex subject.

Inthewilderness of Sinai ancient
Israel was constituted by God a
specia, holy nation. It was prop-
erly described as atheocracy. No
other nation in the world at that
time down to the present was
singled out as was Israel of old.
Thisnationwasclosely identified
withthekingdom of God. Sincethe
coming of Christ, no nation, includ-
ing I srael, now occupiesaspecial
place among the nations. In the
body of Christ, there is neither
Jew nor Greek. We are all onein
Christ. No longer isthere acom-
parableholy, geo-political entity on
the face of the earth.

Asatheocracy, ancient | srael was
in a unique position — divinely
constituted and divinely ordered.
So long as Israel wasfaithful and
obedient, that is, so long as | srael

kept the law of Moses, she was
promised blessing and prosperity in
theland of Canaan. God was painting
aportrait, intime, in history, in antici-
pation of the new and better covenant
in Christ’sblood.

The nation-states of thisworld have
beenindtituted by God; nothing occurs
in human government that is not un-
der the sovereign rule and control of
God. However, the state — with the
exception of ancient Israel — hasnot
been granted authority to maintain or

The stateisnot a

confessing body;

itsroleispurely
civil, not
religious.

enforce religion. The state is not a
confessing body; its role is purely
civil, not religious.

Of course, it isappropriate and duti-
ful for Christian politiciansto testify
totheir faith and to deliberate all po-
litical and social mattersin thelight of
theteachings of the Bible. The same
istruefor Christiansworking in ev-
ery arenaand vocationinlife. Thele-
gitimate separation of church and
state as distinct institutions ordained
by God does not preclude Christian
testimony and witness-bearing inthe
market-place, in the classroom. or
elsewhere.

Concluding Remarks
Are Christians free to sing and per-

form patriotic music? Of course
they are. All inits proper place and
time. Christians have a duty to
honor and respect civil leadersand
to pray for the nation’s welfare.

Are there times when patriotic
songs should not be sung? Are
there occasions when Christians
must voice dissent? Such atime
arises when there are blatant of-
fenses committed by a nation
against God or humanity. Recall
the atrocitiescommitted against the
Jews. Should a German Christian
extol the virtues of his country in
such times?1 think not.

Can Christians gather together to
sing patriotic songs?Yes, but hot as
the community of faithinworship.
Ingeneral, singing and playing pa-
triotic music in concert halls, in
sportsarenas, in shopping mails, in
outdoor parksiscertainly appropri-
ate and healthy for any nation.
They areto dothis, however, with-
out identifying themselvesasare-
ligious, confessiond body. Todo so
is to confuse the two distinct
realms of church and state.

We honor Christ by singing his
praises, and in so doing reservethe
singing of patriotic hymnsto their
own rightful place. “Render to
Caesar the things that belong to
Caesar, and to God the things that
belong to God” (Luke 20:25).

Dr. Mark W. Karlberg has
three earned degrees from
Westminster Theological Semi-
nary in Philadel phig, includinga
doctorate in Reformation/Post-
Reformation studies.
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Mid-AmericaGraduates

The eighteenth commencement
service of Mid-AmericaReformed
Seminary washeld on May 16, with
graduates Christian McShaffrey
and Lawrens Slagter receiving
Masters of Divinity degrees. The
servicewas held inthe new facility
of Community URCin Schererville,
Indiana, the church Mr. Slagter at-
tended during his years at Mid-
America. Mr. McShaffrey’s pastor,
Rev. Bruce Hollister, of New Cov-
enant Community Orthodox Pres-
byterian Churchin New Lenox, I1-
linois, was the commencement
speaker.

Rev. Hollister spoke on “Christ’'s
Strength Made Perfect in Weak-
ness’ from Il Corinthians 11:30-
12:10. He challenged the audience
to remember: “Noneistoo wesk to
beof serviceto Christ, but many are
too strong to be of any significant
use to Him.” He spoke about the
“divinegem” of the power of Christ
that is manifest in its “proper set-
ting” of our weakness and frailty.
He reminded the graduates that
ministry beginsin “weakness and
humiliation.”

“Thereisagreat and natural temp-
tation-an inevitable propensity-to
become proud, to exalt oneself, to
think oneself ‘ sufficient” unlessone
ispreserved by Christ, graced with
a perpetual and acute sense of
one's own weakness and frailty,”
said Rev. Hollister. He emphasized
the severity of Paul’sthorn in the
flesh by calling it a“stake in the
flesh” and noted its natureisinten-
tionally undefined so that it serves
as a “type” for every Christian's
trial. He concluded: “How blessed

isthe strong man that has become
a weak man, that he might be
strongin Christ!”

Rev. Alan Strange, Associate Pro-
fessor of Church History and Theo-
logical Librarian Registrar, pre-
sented the charge to the graduating
seniors. He spoke of a*“ spiritual call
toarms’ asthe men enter the great
spiritual fray, won by our Lord
Jesus Christ, of which we are all
engaged in “divine mop-up opera-
tions.”

From thefinal verses of Isaiah 40,
Rev. Strange demonstrated how
“waiting ontheLord istheway that
we wage kingdom warfare.” This
reguires “ patience with the slow-
ness of sanctification” in our lives
as well as the lives of others. It
means* opennessto God, HisWord,

=

His world” as we refrain from
rushed judgments and rest in Him.
We need to wait on the Lord be-
cause we are weak and only He
“gives power to the weak” (v. 29).
We wait by “meditating on the
Word, spending much timein secret
prayer, and delighting in Him in
spiritual communion.”

Board member Doug Allen pre-
sented diplomas to the graduates.

“Graduations are wonderful times
tolook back and seetheway God's
grace hasworked inthelivesof our
students,” says Seminary President
Dr. Cornel Venema, “and to look
forward eagerly to the way in
which Hewill be pleased to use our
studentsin His service and for the
benefit of His people.”

Pictured from I€ft to right are: Mr. Blane Conklin, Dr. Nelson Kloosterman,
Graduate Lawrens Sagter, Dr. Cornel Venema, Graduate Christian
McShaffrey, Prof. Mark Vander Hart, and Dr. Alan Srange.
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TheJusticeand Mercy of God

“ For we know Him that hath said, * Vengeance belongeth unto Me, | will recompense,’
said the Lord. And again, ‘ The Lord shall judge His people.’” Hebrews 10:30

Lord's Day 4 addresses a number
of questions about God. The first
guestion concerns whether or not
Godisfair. Itisaquestion that is<till
asked today. |sGod fair in theway
in which He deals with the human
race?Isitfair for Godtorequireus
to keep Hislaw now that we have
become sinful through the disobedi-
ence of our first parents, Adam and
Eve?

The second question of Lord’ s Day
4 asksif God will actually punish
sin. Does our sin truly offend God
or isHe content to just let it go?

Initsthird question, Lord's Day 4
asks about the mercy of God. “But
isn't God also merciful?” Lord’s
Day 4 therefore, addresses both the
justice and the mercy of God. It
promotesthe proper understanding
of the balance and relationship be-
tween those two things.

The justice of God is not a very
popular notion these days. In fact,
there are many peoplewho identify
themselves as “Christians’, but
when you talk to them about their
beliefs, you find that much of what
they believeisthe opposite of what
istaughtintheBible. Itisasthough
thereisthisnew “flavor” of Chris-
tianity which greatly downplaysthe
justiceand holinessof God. These
people like the idea of the love of
God and that God isforgiving and
kind and willing to be gracious. But
theideaof God'sjustice, that Jesus
iscomingtojudgetheliving and the
dead and thefact that God punishes

sin, such Biblica truthsare not very
popular among them.

With thisnew flavor of Christianity,
God's forgiveness is looked upon
very much like a charge card, as
though you can proceed to sin and
then just “charge it” to God's for-
giveness account.

Recently, in the news, | heard a
young lady confess:. “| know what
| did waswrong, but | really don't
have a problem with it because |
knew that God would forgive me.”
In other words, one of the reasons
she was willing to knowingly sin
was because she believed that God
would forgive her anyway. She
waswillingto sinintentionally be-
cause shebelieved she couldjust go
ahead and “chargeit” to God'sfor-
giveness account.

Thisisthe strange and unbiblical
(but popular) belief that sin realy
has no consequences. It attempts
tonullify God'sholinessand consid-
ers Hisjustice to be something in-
significant. This strange and

unbiblical view of God and Chris-
tianity also disregards the Bible's
teaching about hell. Many people
today do not believethisloving God
would ever condemn people to an
eternity in hell.

But God’s children ought to know
the true ways of their heavenly
Father. In His justice, God has
promised that sin must be punished.
Yet, in Hismercy, He has provided
His own Son to pay the penalty of
sininour place.

Lord’ sDay 4, asit comesunder the
heading of “Man’sMisery”, ispay-
ing special attention to thejustice of
God. God doesnot domananinjus-
tice by requiring in His law what
manisunableto do. InHisjustice,
God will not permit man'’s disobedi-
enceand rebel lion to go unpunished.

Lord's Day 4, therefore, already
points us to the absol ute necessity
of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on
the crossin our place. Because we
know the demands of God'sjustice
aresureand certain, we can also be

But doesn’t God do man an injustice by
requiring in His law what man is unable to

do?

No. God created man with the ability to keep

the law.
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Classis Michigan

URCNA

comforted to know that His provi-
sion for our salvation and all the
promises of the gospel are equally
sure and certain.

Human laws are often subject to
change. But God's law does not
change. He will not reverse His
holy, righteous and just judgments.
Our God is not swayed by popular
opinion. Rather, HisWord istruth.

Today, in His mercy, the Lord yet
callsall peopleto cometo Himand
receivethe Lord Jesusastheir Sav-
ior in order that they might be saved
fromthewrathwhichisto come. In
Hisgreat love and mercy, He com-
municatesto usin advance of eter-
nal punishment that the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is
eterna life. Hetellsusplainly that
the wicked and unbelieving will
certainly perishintheflamesof hell
forever.

Lord’s Day 4 communicates to us
what the Bible teaches concerning
the balance between God'sjustice
and mercy. By this precious
doctrine, we are pointed to Christ.
We are comforted by God's
faithfulness and His unchanging
Word and promises. And aboveall,
because of these abiding truths, we
are all the more enabled by the
Spirit of God to embrace our
precious Savior both now and
throughout eternity.

Rev. Seve De Boer isthe
pastor of the Eastmanville
United Reformed Churchin
Coopersville, Michigan.

The twelfth meeting of Classis
Michigan of the United Reformed
Churches in North Americatook
place on June 3, 2003 at the Cor-
nerstone United Reformed Church
in Hudsonville, Michigan. Corner-
stone had called this special meet-
ing for the purpose of examining
Mr. Gene Crow who had accepted
a cal to the church plant in
Muskegon.

Rev. Besteman, appointed by Cor-
nerstone to be the chairman, wel-
comed the delegates and several
vigitorsincluding: Rev. F. Gunnink,
Rev. E. Knott, Rev. R. Lankhest,
and Rev. J. Wesseling.

The examination of Mr. Crow
went smoothly. Delegates were
impressed with theway Mr. Crow
articulated himself in the areas of
Practica, Church Polity, Confes-
siona Knowledge, Reformed Doc-
trine, and Ethics. After the exam,
the del egates voted unanimously
that Mr. Crow had sustained the
examination and instructed the
Cornerstone Consistory to pro-
ceed with the ordination. Rev.
Lankheet, former pastor to Mr.
Crow when helivedin California,
offered a prayer of thanksgiving.

After theexamination, Classiscon-
tinued with the business of the day
which included a report from the
AdHoc Missions Committee. The
committee proposed that aClassis
Mission Committee be established
“topromote Biblical and Reformed
missionary activity by encouraging

the churches to send ordained per-
sonnel and then support staff for
those ordained personnel.” The
committee would assist the
churches of Classis by gathering,
coordinating, and publicizing infor-
mation of mission activity. The
Classis adopted the proposal.

Classisa so discussed the possibility
of establishing aclassiswide Health
Insurance Policy for pastors and
other kingdom workers. After some
discussion, the delegates voted in
favor of the concept. Delegates
were encouraged to discuss particu-
lar programswith their Councils.

While most of the meeting went
well, delegates felt the gravity of
their responsibility when Classis
went into Executive Session to offer
adviceto five churchesseeking their
counsel in mattersof discipline.

In addition, Classis concurred with
the actions of Cornerstone URC in
releasing Rev. T. Perkins from ser-
vice at Cornerstone URC by means
of Church Order Article 11.

May the Lord blessthework of His
servants.

Faithfully submitted,
Rev. W. H. Oord, Clerk
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Synod 2003

Reformed Church US

The 257th annual Synod of the
Reformed Church in the United
States (RCUS) met at Eureka,
South Dakota, fromMay 19 through
May 22, 2003. The first Synod of
what later was named the RCUS
met at Philadel phia on September
29, 1747. TheRCUShashad acon-
tinuous existenceever since, andin
the good providence of God today
holds just as strictly to the“ Three
Formsof Unity,” asdid our fathers
when they founded the first Ger-
man-Reformed congregations in
Pennsylvaniain 1725.

A number of important issues and
changes came before this 257th
Synod, ranging from choosing a
foreign missionary to handling ap-
pealsand complaints against one of
the Classes by one of itscongrega-
tions. Important matters of Sunday
School material and seminary edu-
cation also came before this Synod
for consideration and resolution, as
did continued work in publishing no-
longer-availablehistorica and theo-
logical source materials of the
RCUS on CD ROM.

Foreign Missionaries

In recent years the RCUS has not
supported foreign missionaries on
the fields, but has supported and
helped indigenous pastors and el-
ders of the Reformed Confessing
Church of the Congo (ERCC) and
the Free Reformed Church of
Kenya (FRCK). The RCUS oper-
ated as the mother Church in the
founding of both of these African
denominations, the ERCC in 1984,

and the FRCK in 1998.

While this support of indigenous
workers will continue, the RCUS
Synod of 2003 adopted a proposal
fromits Permanent Foreign Minis-
tries Committee (which oversees
the work between Synods) to send
Mr. Kurt Schimke as a teaching
missionary to East Africaunder a
planthat will have himworkingwith
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
(OPC) missionaries at Westminster
BibleCollegein Mbale, Uganda, for
part of the year and spending an-
other part of the year among the
FRCK churchesin Kenya.

Mr. Schimkeis a candidate for or-
dinationintheRCUSand will have
to be approved by the OPC Foreign
Missions Committee beforeleaving
for Africaas amissionary, but the
plan for doing thiswas approved by
Synod with the main purpose of
training men for the ministry of the
FRCK.

Should the L ord finish opening the
door toAfricafor Mr. Schimke, the
plan adopted by Synod would re-
new a cooperative relationship in
Foreign Missionsthat the OPC and
RCUS operated from 1960 to 1986
when the RCUS served asthe sup-
porting church for OPC missionar-
iesRev. Harvie ConninKorea, and
later for Rev. Lendall Smithin Tai-
wan. The RCUS also hasacoopera-
tive work in the Congo with the Re-
formed Churches of the Netherlands
(Liberated), which operate atheol ogi-
ca collegein Lubumbashi, RDC.

Appeals and Complaints

The appea sand complaintsbrought
from Covenant Reformed Church
of Carbondale, PA, centered on a
requirement for further information
from the officias of the Covenant
East Classis of the RCUS before
Classiswould consider dissolving
the pastoral relationship between
the congregation and a pastor
whom they had asked to resign (the
RCUS Constitution requires that
such casesbelaid before Classisfor
resolution, since the pastoral rela-
tionshipisestablished by Classisand
can only be dissolved by it, even
though the pastor in this case had
agreed to resign).

A special judicial committee of
Synod heard all of theargumentsin
the case and brought itsrecommen-
dations that the complaints be de-
nied by Synod on the basis that a
Classis has the responsibility to
examine such a case fully as re-
quired by the Constitution of the
RCUS, and asisindicated by the
Constitutional provision that all
records of the congregations and
consistories must be made avail-
able to Classisin carrying out its
functions. Synod approved these
recommendations.

Christian Education

A number of other issues came
before Synod this year that con-
cern the future of the Denomina-
tion. The Permanent Christian Edu-
cation Committee has been moni-
toring the challenging project of the
production of graded Sunday
School materialsbased on thefour
volumeredemptive history, Promise
and Deliverance, by S.G. de Graaf.

Over the past five years the Com-
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mittee writing the materials has
produced at least draft lessons for
the over 1000 weekly classes (254
at each of four gradelevels), andis
presently writing more finished
materials.

With over $60,000 invested in past
years, thisyear’'s Synod wasreluc-
tant to budget the additional ap-
proximately $40,000 needed for full
production of the materials, espe-
cially since the vast mgjority of
them have not yet been seen out-
side of thewriting Committee.

Synaod approved making CD ROM
copies of the finished materials
available to our congregations for
$50 per CD, thus allowing the con-
gregationsto print the materialsfor
their own use and trials.

Training of Ministers

Another issue that concerns the
future of the Churchisthetraining
of candidates for the ministry.
Sinceitsemergenceasasmall rem-
nant denomination in 1934, the
RCUS has depended upon inde-
pendent seminariestotrainit’scan-
didates, beginning with Westminster
in Philadelphiain 1955. While sev-
eral seminaries have served the
RCUS and other conservative Re-
formed and Presbyterian denomina-
tions well in some respects, the
number of seminary graduateswho
are not fit for the ministry is too
large. The results in broken
churches and frustrated would-be
ministers, also in the RCUS, have
not been pretty.

Thisproblem stemsmost of al from
the mistaken idea that a doctor’s
degree rather than competencein
theminigtry isthemain quaification
for seminary professors. Theresult
has often been an intellectualized

Chrigtian faith with little competent
training in preaching and pastoring.

It is interesting that professional
trainingin other fieldssuch asmedi-
cineand law is done by competent
practicing doctorsand lawyers, and
not by an elitegroup of Ph.D.swho
have little experience in what they
are supposedly teaching.

In recent years several groups
within the RCUS have been work-
ing at providing training for minis-

Several groups
within the RCUS
have been working
at providing training
for ministers, and
thishasresulted in
the establishment of
three seminaries

ters, and this has resulted in the
establishment of three seminaries.

* New Geneva Seminary in Colo-
rado Springs, CO, has been ap-
proved by the Synod of the RCUS
for anumber of years. Anindepen-
dent seminary, it operatesasanight
and Saturday school with one
RCUS minister and a number of
Presbyterian Church in America
men as professors.

 City Seminary of Sacramento,
CA, began classes in 2000, and
obtained approval by the Synod of
the RCUS for the first time this
year. It also holds its classes eve-
nings and on Saturdays, and has as
its primary aim thetraining of men

for bible-based ministry inthe Sac-
ramento metropolitan area.

* The newest of these RCUS-in-
volved seminaries is Heidelberg
Theologica Seminary inVermillion,
SD, which began classes in 2002,
and was also approved by this
year’s Synod as an institution wor-
thy of support and training for
RCUS ministers. Itsaim is specifi-
cally to involve ministers of the
RCUS in training future ministers
for the denomination, and it seeks
to operate under direct synodical
oversight. It operates a traditional
daytime class schedule and seeks
to provide careful training in
preaching and pastoring skills. To
give time for both academic work
and practical experience, Heidel-
berg Seminary uses a four-year
curriculum to attain a Master of
Divinity degree. Synod this year
also continued a Special Committee
that is studying the feasibility and
desirability of making Heidelberg
Theologica Seminary a* denomina-
tional” seminary whichwould work
under thedirect oversight of Synod
inaccordance with the Constitution
of the RCUS.

Synod al so continued the approval
of several other independent semi-
naries as “worthy of support,” in-
cluding Westminster in Philadel-
phia, Mid-America Reformed
Seminary, and Greenville Seminary.
It also instructed its Permanent
Christian Education Committeeto
reexamine Westminster Seminary
in Californiawith aview to perhaps
re-including it on the list of ap-
proved seminaries; it had been re-
moved several years ago.

RCUS students at “approved”
seminaries have the advantage of
being digiblefor denominationa aid
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which usually paystheir tuition, or
amagjor portion of it.

Pensions

Over the years the RCUS Synods
haveresisted theideaof a“pension
plan” for retired ministers. This
resistance stems from the fact that
many older Reformed ministers
werecoerced into joining theliberal
Evangelical and Reformed merger
of 1934 by thefact that they would
havelost their pensionsby failing to
join the merger.

This left the RCUS with a meager
two or three ministers to serve a
Classis of aimost thirty congrega
tions during the late 1930s and
World War 2 years. To help retired
pastors and their widows, the
RCUS has provided a specia dia-
cona fund of “Ministerial Relief”
which provides payments to such
individual saccording to their needs
as assessed by their church elders
and deacons.

Inorder to aleviatetheneed for all
of these funds to come from our
annual direct giving, Synod this
year approved aCommitteeto bring
forth apension planfor RCUSmin-
istersthat will be considered at next
year's Synod. Since this plan is
promised to include compl ete port-
ability, it might find morefavorable
response than past attempts have.

Home Missions

The RCUS continues a vigorous
HomeMission program of founding
new congregations across the
United States. New mission con-
gregationsin Bentonville, Arkansas
(home of Walmart), and in South-
east Colorado received Synod fund-
ing, along with already established
missionworksin California, South

Dakota, Minnesota, and Colorado.

TheVermillion, SD, home mission
work, Providence Reformed
Church, was added to the roll of
organized congregations of the
RCUS.

New ministers added to the roll of
Synod during 2002 includethe Rev.
MikeMcGeeof Minot, ND, andthe
Rev. Kyle Sorensen of Manitowoc,
WI.

Several home mission churches
have been able to obtain church

The 257th Synod of
the RCUS was an
enjoyable time of
fellowship and hard
work.

facilities, though not without incur-
ring major debts. Thisyear’s spe-
cial homemission capital fund debt
reduction offering onthe RCUS day
of prayer for missions will go to
Grace RCUS at Greely, CO. The
Synod also maintainsaloan fund to
help congregationsbuild facilities.

The Synod continued itsfunding of
work among Deaf Christians
through Deaf Reformed Minis-
tries, andislooking to fund at |east
one more deaf congregation to add
to the two deaf congregations al-
ready enrolled. Our purposeisto
found a separate classis of deaf
Reformed congregations when
three such congregations are in
operation. Messrs. Mike Brabo
and Chuck Snyder interpreted for

the deaf elders and pastors who
were in attendance at the Synod.

Fraternal delegates from the Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church, the
Canadian Reformed Churches
and the Reformed Churches in
the Netherlands (Liberated) also
graced our sessions, as did an
observer from the United Re-
formed Churches in North
America.

The 257th Synod of the RCUS
was an enjoyabl e time of fellow-
ship and hard work for the del-
egates and the host congregation,
Eureka Reformed Church.

God hastruly been graciousto our
remnant of the German Re-
formed heritagein North America
by keeping the RCUS trueto His
word and the Reformed creeds,
aswell asgiving us closefellow-
ship with other Reformed and
Presbyterian folks of like precious
faith all over theworld. Neverthe-
less the battle is far from over.
History and our own experience
over many yearsof ministry inthe
RCUS have proven again and
again that vigilanceisthe order of
the day for all who would maintain
the marks of the True Church.

Dr. Robert Grossmann
Vermillion, SD
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Christian Education; Islt aMess?

Increasingly, Reformed education
resemblesan affinity to evangelical
Christianity, and in some ways, to
the secular world. The spirit of
independence, autonomy, power,
and pragmatic ethical integrity
are ripping into the soul of the
Reformed educational commu-
nity.

| believe that Reformed educators
need to addresswhether they really
wish to be different and distinct
anymore. Perhaps, thisquestion re-
volvesaround our own identity cri-
sis! Do wereally want to embrace
the Reformed traditionin our Chris-
tian education? During my yearsin
Christian education, | have served
on Education Committees of two
different school boardswhich held
to the Reformed Confessions as
their doctrinal standards. On both
boards, | participated in tense dis-
cussions with administrators and
fellow board memberswho wished
that the school would be more evan-
gelical than Reformed. The rea-
sons for such a sentiment ranged
from the perception that the Re-
formed Confessionsaretoo narrow
to include the broader Christian
community, and that the school can
be better served financially if she
opensher doorsto alarger congtitu-
ency.

In my experience, it isnot unusual
for Reformed Confessional schools
which have had along history in a
given community to begintaking on
the appearance of being embar-
rassed for their Reformed convic-
tions.

(Part 2)

Increasingly, many wish to distance
themselves from what they have
perceived to be aridged and nar-
row perspective concerning the
Christian faith. A modern view of
“tolerance’ becomestheir principle
of religiousauthority to guidetheir
new educational philosophy.

In contrast to the evangelical spirit
gripping Reformed education, there
has also emerged aprogressive, as
well as an aggressive, agenda
which interacts, in most caseswith-
out much discretion, with modern
and post-modernlife. Inthis context
we are witnessing an increasing
number of Reformed educational
institutionswhich seemto resemble
the left wing of the political, eco-
nomic, social, and pluralistic con-
ceptions of American cultura life
(e.g. the enlightenment law of tol-
erance, modern egalitarianism and
its comrades of feminism and ho-
mosexual rights, a“ Christian social-
ism,” and a strong environmental-
ism).

This educational model is shaped
by a transformational or what is
sometimes referred to areforma-
tional view of the kingdom of God
which will restore the literal cre-
ation to the original intent of the
Creator.

Two different schools of neo-Cal-
vinism dominate this particular
model of creational and cultural
restoration: the shalom school and
the creation-order school. Although
the method to achievetheir goal is
different, both schools understand
the goal to be political, economic,

and social justicefor all God'sop-
pressed people in the world. One
can achievethisgoal by educating
the studentsfor shalom (peace), or
one can achievethisgoal by educat-
ing the students to reclaim all
creational normsfor Jesus Christ.
Upon aclose examination of these
two schoolsof thought, onewill find
certain alarming resemblances to
the continental and English-Ameri-
can social gospel of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

The present Reformed identity cri-
sisin Christian education does not
end with Reformed educators em-
barking theevangelical spirit, or on
the other side of the spectrum, Re-
formed educators accommodating
themselves to cultural modernity.
There is one other group yet to be
mentioned.

In reaction to the bureaucratic
power of the NEA and the govern-
ment, the evangelical models of
Christian education, and the left
wing of culturally progressive Re-
formed education, thereisagrow-
ing movement to addressthis edu-
cational messhy returningtoaclas-
sical model of education (Greek
and Roman models) draped in the
historic Reformed tradition.

The classical model contends that
the answer to the difficulties in
American aswell as Christian edu-
cationliesinrevivingthe Gospel in
the context of Greek and Roman
antiquity. Inauniqueblend of study-
ing theworksof Greek and Roman
antiquity aswell asthe Gospel, the
student isbrought into contact with
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the circumstances in which the
Gospel transformed the political
and cultural landscape of the west-
ern world. After all, the advocates
of classical Christian education
seem to maintain that the early
church providesuswith an example
of transforming our world. If they
could doit, thenwecan doit today.
More specifically, if the Christian
church could transform Plato,
Aristotle, and Cicero, then it can
transform the thought of Darwin,
Freud, and Marx.

However, as their ideal is placed
before their students, there seems
to be much to be learned and en-
dorsed within class cism asopposed
to modern thought. In other words,
thereisareason that the movement
understands itself as classical
Christian education. It isdefinitely
befriending the world of antiquity
morethan themodern world. In my
mind, thiscreatesaserious problem!
I thought that Cornelius Van Til
taught us that classical thought is
the root of all pagan western
thought, and therefore, classical
thought is no friend of Reformed
Christianity. Infact, itisour serious
intellectual enemy! By reminding
usof Van Til’sposition with regard
to Greek and Roman thought, | am
not endorsing that Christiansshould
not read the classics; rather, we
need to be reminded that classical
thought is as pagan and mythol ogi-
cal asanything that hasemergedin
our own day. In light of Van Til’s
directiveto critique al systems of
thought by the self-attesting Christ
of Scripture, it seems to me that
little discernment has been exer-
cised in the Reformed classical
educational movement to conform
all knowledge to the Christ of the
Bible. Rather, onefoot isintheclas-

sical world, and one foot isin the
Bible.

Palitical Posturingin
Education

These various Reformed modelson
Christian education are not the sole
problem confronting the present
landscape. As these various Re-
formed perspectives attempt to re-
solve the educational chaosin this
country and present their own
model of educational identity, one
should not overlook that political

We are withessing an
increasing number of
Reformed educational
institutionswhich seem
to resemble the | eft
wing of the political,
economic, social, and
pluralistic conceptions
of American cultural
life.

posturing raisesitsugly head. What
do | mean by political posturing?|
am speaking about a pragmatic
ethicinwhich Boards, administra-
tors, and faculty will operate by an
ethic driven by success, visibility,
and honor for the sake of theinsti-
tutionitself. Perception, perspective
and vision become the law within
theinstitution, evento the degree of
deception and manipulation for the
sake of the institution or for the
sake of power by certain individu-
asintheingtitution.

In light of sin, one of the serious
areas of fragmenting Reformed
education is men and women who

control thelifeof theinstitutionfor
the sake of their own personal
agenda, prestige, and ego! Itisex-
actly within this context that decep-
tion and mani pul ation areempl oyed;
those who press themselves to the
position of control demand that ev-
erybody and everything be viewed
throughtheir lenses. Suchindividu-
alsare so manipulativethat Biblical
revelationitself can only be under-
stood through the lenses of their
agendaastheBibleisemployedto
defend and justify any request they
make or action that they take.

But thereisaseriousproblem here;
in many cases, they employ the
Bible to defend their world of
power. Those who are perceptive
in such asituation cometo reaize
that the real issueis not the Bible,
but the real issue is the person(s)
who exercise power! Let usnot be
deceived, there is no respecter of
persons in this pragmatic model;
Christian educational institutions
which are liberal, moderate, and
conservative al show evidence of
this.

For example, itisnot uncommon for
those who push themselves to the
forefront to control the agenda, vi-
sion, teaching, discipline, and life of
their condtituents. They will request
your mind, your social habits, your
behavioral attitudes, and your enter-
tainment. Inthiscontext, their dic-
tatorial tendenciesshow their colors
and they couch their actions of con-
trol in deception and secrecy for the
“name’ of theingtitution. Beware of
thosewhotdl youthat dl their actions
must be kept secret for the sake of
theinstitution; itiswiseto ask your-
sdf, “What arethey trying to hide?’
Usudly, they are attempting to hide
something that may bedevious.

July / August, 2003

13




Simply put, watch out for self-ap-
pointed popes—even within the
Reformed community! We have
too many of them! For example,
here is a helpful prescription for
analyzing leadership; it is the
movement in the man, not the man
moving the movement. Think
about Abraham, Moses, and Paul in
thisregard; God'sgrace and sover-
eign hand shaped these Biblical
saints into leaders. None of them
sought to be aleader or pronounced
themselves as a leader. Rather, in
correspondence to the humility of
God's character, God moved their
humble and unassuming character
in spite of their resistance against
Himtolead.

Notes

1 For amore detailed analysis of
these two schools of thought, one
should consult William D.
Dennison, “Dutch Neo-Calvinism
and the Roots of Transformation:
An Introductory Essay,” Journal
of Evangelical Theological Soci-
ety (June, 1999) 271-291.

Dr. William Dennison is
the Associate Professor of
Interdisciplinary Studiesat
Covenant College,

L ookout Mountain, Georgia.

Looking Out
and About

* Mr. Gene Crow who recently sus-
tained hisordination examination
in ClassisMichigan was ordained
on the morning of June 29 at the
Cornerstone United Reformed
ChurchinHudsonville, Michigan
to serve asthefirst pastor of the
Lakeshore United Reformed
ChurchinMuskegon, Michigan.
The service was led by the Rev-
erend Andrew Cammenga, Pas-
tor Emeritus of the United Re-
formed Church of Escondido,
Cdifornia

¢ Rev. Patrick Edouard who is
presently serving asthe pastor of
the Covenant Reformed Church
of Toronto, Ontario has accepted
the call extended to him by the
Covenant Reformed Church of
Pella, lowa. The Edouard family
will be moving to the Pella area
sometimein August.

* On June 22 the Reverend Eric
Fennemawho until recently was
serving the First Christian Re-
formed Church of Rock Valley,
lowawas installed as the pastor
of the Trinity Reformed Church
of Lethbridge, Alberta. The Rev-
erend Jay Wesseling, Associate
Pastor of the Covenant Re-
formed Church of Sanborn, lowa
preached at the installation ser-
vice.

* The Reverend Steve McGeewho
for the past six years has served
the Covenant United Reformed
Church of Byron Center, Michi-

gan wasinstalled on June 29 as
Associate Pastor of the Bethel
United Reformed Church of
Jenison, Michigan to serve asa
Missionary Teacher at the Grace
Bible College in D’Abadie,
Trinidad. The McGees hope to
leavefor Trinidad around thefirst
of August.

* The Bethany Covenant Reformed
Church of South Holland, Illinois
hasfaithfully bornewitnessto the
Reformed Faithinitscommunity
for seventy-eight years. Now due
to changing demographicsin its
neighborhood and a declining
membershipit hasdecidedtodis-
band. The last services will be
held on August 17. May the seed
of the Gospel which has been
sown over the many years con-
tinueto bear fruit unto eternd life.

Clerks and Churches are encour-
aged to send news of events tak-
ing place in their churches to
wyb.kath@juno.com
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We Confess

An Exposition & Application of the Belgic

Confession
Article 2 (Part 1) Creation
Of the Knowledge of God ~ ThePsalmistin Psaim 19 declares

Article 2 of the Belgic Confession
isdividedinto two short and simple
parts: the knowledge of God inthe
“book” of creation, and the knowl-
edge of Godinthe*“book” of Scrip-
ture. The Confession usestheliter-
ary feature of asimilehereto com-
pare creation to abook when it says
it “is before our eyesasamost el-
egant book, wherein all creatures,
great and small, are as so many
characters.” The parts of creation
are similar to letters in that they
communicate astory to us. Calvin
speaks of the creation by saying,
“the glory of God is written and
imprinted in the heavens, asin an
open volume which all men may
read...theglory of God isnot writ-
ten in small obscure letters, but
richly engraveninlarge and bright
characters, which al men may
read, and read with the greatest
ease.”!

General Revelation

“Weknow Him by two means. Firgt,
by the creation, preservation, and
government of the universe.”

We speak of the knowledge of God
inthefirst “book” as*“general rev-
eation.” Thismeansfirst, thatitis
revealed generally to al men, and
second, it revealsageneral knowl-
edge of God as Creator, but not as
Redeemer.

the wonderful knowledge of God
made known by the heavens and
the earthin verses 1-4. He personi-
fies the heavens as an eloquent
preacher, whose voice is so loud
and clear that all men, everywhere
and at all times, can hear and under-
stand him. Theclarity of thisknow!-
edgeto all men, everywhereand at
al times, is so overwhelming that
CavinsaysGod*“...daily place[s]
Himself in our view, that we cannot
open our eyes without being com-
pelled to behold Him.”2

In verse 1 the Psalmist saysto us
that the heavensdeclare God'sglo-
rious power while the firmament
above exhibits the craftsmanship
and wisdom of God, the master ar-
chitect-builder. Verse 2 says “day
untoday...night unto night” which
meansthat every moment of every
day from the beginning of creation
until itsend, theknowledgeof God's
power and wisdom are made
known. Verse 3 says to us that
there is one universal language
which all mankind knows: the lan-
guage of creation. And verse 4 says
that the book of the knowledge of
God in creation isfrom one end of
the world to the next.

Aswemeditate upon Psalm 19 and
the knowledge of God revealed in
the “book” of creation, we are re-
minded that this world “is my

Father’s world.” And one day all
men will know that thiscosmos, all
that there is, is the world of the
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. As
one man has said, scientists are
climbing themountain of knowledge
little by little seeking to find out the
meaning of life and the world we
livein, and when they finally reach
thetop they will find the great theo-
logians of old awaiting them!

Pr eservation

The Confession then goesonto say
that God did not just create the uni-
verse, but that Hethrough His Son,
at thisvery moment, and since the
beginning of theworld and untoits
end, hasbeen “upholding all things
by the word of His power” (He-
brews 1:3); for “in Him all things
consist” (Colossians 1:17). The
providence of God, as we know
from our experience of Hiscarefor
us, is“thedmighty and ever present
power of God by which He upholds
aswith Hishand, heaven and earth
and all creatures...that without His
will they can neither move nor be
moved” (Heidelberg Catechism,
Q&A 27-28).

Government

The “government” of the Lord is
His “almighty and ever present
power” in relation to history. This
means that even the course of his-
tory, theriseand fall of nations, the
succession of times, and the out-
come of world events are “com-
pletely in His hand” (Heidelberg
Catechism, Q& A 28). Thisiswhat
Paul was saying to the pagan phi-
losophers on Mars Hill when he
sad, “He hasmade from oneblood
every nation of men to dwell onal
the face of the earth, and has deter-
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mined their preappointed timesand
the boundaries of their dwellings’
(Acts 17:26).

The Content of General
Revelation

Theglory of God, then, isrevealed
in the creation, providence, and
government of theuniverseasina
mirror.® And this mirror is large
enough and clear enough for all to
look in to. In these three areas we
see the very fingerprint of God’s
“handiwork” and are led heaven-
ward to our Creator.

Paul saysto usthat God'sinvisible
attributes, especialy His eternal
power and thefact that Heisdivine,
andwearenot, isclear for usto see.
But the Confession follows the
Apostle in saying that this knowl-
edge of God in creation, provi-
dence, and governanceisof God as
Creator. The content, then, of gen-
eral revelation is not of God as
Redeemer, but simply asthe wise,
eternal, powerful, and creative God
that Heis.

The Limit of General Revela-
tion
Thisunderstanding of the content of
general revelation isimportant for
understanding the limits of this
knowledge. By “limit” wemean to
say that thereis only so much we
can learn about God from general

revelation.

Thisknowledgegloriously reveas
God as eternal and mighty, but it
goes no further. It's purposeisto
reveal that thereis a Creator, that
Heiseternal, that He is wise and
almighty so that men will be inex-
cusable on the last Day. As Calvin
says, “this knowledge of God,
which availsonly to take away ex-

cuse, differs greatly from that
which brings salvation...the mani-
festation of God, by which He
makesHisglory knowninHiscre-
ation, is, withregardto thelight it-
self, sufficiently clear; but that on
account of our blindness, it is not
foundto besufficient.”4Thisknowl-
edge, Calvinissaying, isof Law, not
Gospel. It leaves without excuse;
but it does not save.

Thisis utterly practical for us be-
causewelivein aday when people
areasking, “What about those who
have never heard of Jesus but are
‘sincere? Many evangelical Chris-
tians are unknowingly following
the teaching of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, which saysin its Cat-
echism

Those who, through no
fault of their own, do not
know the Gospel of Christ
or His Church, but who
nevertheless seek God
with a sincere heart, and,
moved by grace, try in
their actions to do His will
as they know it through
the dictates of their
conscience — those too
may achieve eternal
salvation.®

While we confess with Paul that
unregenerate man suppresses the
knowledge of God (1:18), Roman
Catholicism and others say they

areneutral. While Paul says*“there
is none who seeks after God”
(Rom 3:11), Roman Catholicism
saysmen “ seek God with asincere
heart.” So we believe that man is
spiritually blind. And if there is
someonein somefar off part of the
world whom the Father has el ected,
we believethat Christ died for that
person, and that the Holy Spirit will
irresigtibly call that person by send-
ing a preacher.

Endnotes

1 See Calvin'svery elegant comments
on Psalm 19 in his Commentaries on
the Book of Psalms: Volume |, trans.
JamesAnderson (Calvin's Commentar-
ies: VolumelV; Grand Repids: Baker, re-
printed 1996), 307-333.

2| nstitutes of the Christian Religion,
trans. Henry Beveridge (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, reprinted 1997) 1.v.1.

3Calvin, Psalms, 307, 314.

4 Commentaries on the Epistle of Paul
the Apostle to the Romans, trans. John
Owen (Cavin'sCommentaries: Volume
X1X; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, re-
printed 1996) 71.

5 Paragraph 847.

Rev. Daniel R. Hydeis
the Pastor of the Oceanside
United Reformed Churchin
Oceanside, Cdlifornia.

Questions for Further Study/Discussion

1. What does genera revelation reveal about God? (Ps19; Rom 1:18ff)

2. Why did God give this knowledge to the unregenerate?

3. Can general revelation give enough knowledge of God to save?
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Cornel P. Venema

Evaluating the New Perspective on Paul (4)
What Does Paul Mean by ‘Works of the Law’ ?

Part 1

So far our evaluation of the new
perspective on Paul has addressed
several general matters of method
and the understanding of Second
Temple Judaism associated with
the work of E. P. Sanders. The
most important test, however, of
the new perspective is whether it
adequately treats the writings of
the apostle Paul. Doesthe new per-
spective offer amore compelling
interpretation of the epistles of
Paul, especially in terms of their
teaching onthedoctrineof justifica:
tion, than that historically associated
with the Protestant Reformation?
Since the new perspective adver-
tisesitself asamore faithful read-
ing of the apostle Paul than that
stemming from the Reformation,
thecritical issuestill confronting us
iswhether it providesamore satis-
fying account of Paul’swritings.

One of the key features of the new
perspective is the way it treats
Paul’s understanding of the “law”
and the “works of the law.” In the
older Reformation view, Paul’sdoc-
trine of justification by faith alone
was presented in stark contrast to
any doctrine of justification by
works performed in obedience to
thelaw. An important aspect of the
Reformation’s interpretation was
theclaimthat judtificationisby faith
alone apart from works of the law.

Since no sinner, whether Jew or
Gentile, is ableto keep the law of
God perfectly, thereisno possibil-
ity of finding acceptance or favor
with God by works. Furthermore, in

the Reformational view of Paul’s
writings, thedoctrine of judtification
wastreated as, among other things,
the apostle Paul’s answer to akind
of Jewish-Christian“legalism” that
taught that we are justified by
works performed in obedience to
thelaw. Inthisolder Reformational
reading of the apostle Paul, the
doctrine of justification was inter-
preted as Paul’s answer to the di-
lemma of the sinner who cannot
find favor with God on the basis of
worksdonein obedienceto thelaw.
Thus, justification by faith answered
the question how an unrighteous
sinner can find favor with God.

Aswe have seen in our survey of
the new perspective, thisolder Ref-
ormation view, especialy initshan-
dling of Paul’ sunderstanding of the
law, isroundly rejected. According
to Sanders, the apostle Paul devel-
oped his doctrine of justification
from the prior vantage point of his
conviction that salvation comes by
faith in Christ. The problem with
Judaismwasnot itslegalism—after
al, nosuchlegalismwaspresentin
Second Temple Judaism. Rather,
the problem with Judaism wasthat
it was not Christianity.

Paul’'s analysis of the human
“plight” (no jutification by worksof
the law) was the fruit of his prior
conviction that the“ solution” (justi-
fication by faith) to the human pre-
dicament can only be found in
Christ. In Sanders’ reading of
Paul’ swritings, therefore, the doc-
trine of justification does not ad-
dress the predicament of human

sinfulnessand inability to keep the
law. Paul’sdiagnosisthat nooneis
justified by works of thelaw isaby-
product of hisbasic conviction that
faithin Chrigtistheway of incorpo-
ration into the new covenant com-
munity of Christ.

Moreover, according to two of the
principal authors of the new per-
spective, James Dunn and N. T.
Wright, Paul’s teaching about the
“works of the law” is addressed
primarily to a social problem,
namely, the inclusion of Gentile
believers together with Jews as
members of the covenant people of
God.

When Paul speaks of the “works of
thelaw,” heisnot referring to any
general obligations of obedience
that arerequired by the law. Rather,
Paul is speaking particularly about
those “boundary markers’ that
separated Jews from Gentiles (for
example, circumcision, dietary re-
guirements, and Sabbath or feast
day provisions). Thereal problem
that occasioned Paul’s develop-
ment of hisdoctrine of justification
was the failure of some Jewish-
Christian opponents to embrace
Gentilesaswell as Jewsamong the
covenant people of God.

Thepromiseof inclusionwithinthe
covenant family of God, according
to those who insisted upon adher-
enceto the “boundary marker” re-
guirements of the law, was re-
stricted to the Jews or those who
became identified as Jews by their
adherence to these requirements.

July / August, 2003

17




According to Paul, however, justi-
fication by faith meansthat Gentiles
are also included in the covenant
community, though they are not
under any obligationtoidentify with
the Jewish covenant community by
undergoing circumcision or fulfilling
these requirements of the law. The
“works of the law,” in this under-
standing of Paul’swritings, do not
refer to general obligations of obe-
dienceto law asabasisfor justifi-
cation or acceptance with God.
They refer to requirements in the
Mosaic law that distinguished Jews
from Gentiles.

In order to evaluate these claims of
the new perspective, we need to
answer three distinct, though re-
lated, questions:

1. What does the apostle Paul
mean by the language of
“works of the law” or
“works”, when he insists that
no oneisjustified by them? Do
the “works of the law” refer ex-
clusively to what Dunn and
Wright call the*boundary mark-
ers’ of the law?

2. Does the apostle Paul oppose
the teaching of justification by
works on the basis of his con-
viction that no one is able to
do what the law requires? Or,
isthereal and primary occasion
for Paul’s argument against jus-
tification by worksof thelaw, his
conviction that, now that Christ
has come, the only way of inclu-
sion among the people of God is
through faithin Christ (arguing,
as Sanders puts it, from “solu-
tion” to“plight”)?

3. Isit correct to claim, asthe Ref-
ormation did, that Paul op-
posed the “Judaizers’ for

teaching that justification rests
upon human obedience to the
requirements of the law? Does
the apostle Paul opposea*legal-
istic” distortion of thedoctrine of
justification, which taught that
acceptancewith God dependsin
some measure upon works of
obedience to the law?

VARIOUS USES OF THE
TERM ‘LAW’:
APRELIMINARY OBSERVATION
Before directly taking up these
guestionsin turn, we need to begin
with apreliminary observation re-
garding the apostle Paul’ s usage of
the language of “thelaw” or “law”

One of the great
difficulties in sorting
out Paul’s
understanding of the
law is the diversity of
ways in which he
speaks of it.

in his writings. One of the great
difficultiesin sorting out Paul’sun-
derstanding of thelaw isthediver-
sity of waysin which he speaks of
it. Sometimes he speaksinahighly
favorable way about the law,
whereas on other occasions he
speaks rather negatively about it.

Any failureto pay closeattentionto
theway theterm“law” isusedina
particul ar passage can lead to seri-
ous misunderstanding. Or, to the put
the matter differently, if it is as-
sumed that Paul is using the lan-
guage of “law” in a uniform way
throughout hiswritings, the likeli-
hood of misunderstanding is very

great. The context in each instance
must always betakeninto consider-
ation before determining what Paul
means by hisvariousreferencesto
the law.

For our purposehere, itisenough to
note thefollowing distinct waysin
which Paul speaks of the “law” in
his epistles.

1. The most important use of the
language of “law” or “thelaw” in
Paul’s writings refers to the ad-
ministration of the law of Moses
(Romans 2:17-27; 5:13-14; 7,
10:4-5; Gaatians 3:10-12,17-24;
5:3-4). In Romans 5:13, for ex-
ampl e, speaking of the disobedi-
ence of Adam and its conse-
guence, the apostle notes that
“until the law sin was in the
world.” The “law” in this pas-
sage refersto the law asit was
given through Moses.

2. Even though the most important
use of thelanguage of “the law”
refers broadly to the law of
Moses, it is significant to note
that the apostle Paul can also
speak of the law of Mosesin a
broader and a narrower sense.
In the broader sense, “the law”
referstowhat might becalled the
M osai c administration of the cov-
enant, which in its comprehen-
siveteachingisfully compatible
withthegospel of “righteousness
by faith” (e.g. Rom. 3:21; cf.
Rom. 8:4). However, in a nar-
rower sense, the law of Moses
often refers specifically to the
obligations and demands of the
law (e.g. 1 Cororinthians 9:8;
15:56; Romans 2:12-13, 23-27,
3:20-21,28; 4:15; 5:20; 7:5,7-9
8:4; 13:8-10; Galatians 2:16,19;
3:10; 5:35:14). When speaking of
the law in this narrower sense,
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the apostl e Paul emphasizesthat
it belongs to a particular era of
the history of redemption, after
the giving of the promise to
Abraham 430 years earlier
(Galatians 3:17) and prior tothe
coming of Christ inthe fullness
of time (Galatians 3:24; 4:1-7,
Romans 6:14-15). Moreover, in
the more specific sense of the
commandments of the law of
Moses, Paul emphasizes the
contrast or antithesis between
therighteousness of faith and the
righteousness of (obedience to)
the law (Romans 4).

3. Sometimesthe apostle Paul uses
thelanguage of “law” torefer to
something likea“principle,” “or-
der,” or “rule” (Romans 3:27,
7:21,23,25; 8:2). In these pas-
sages, the “law” refersto arule
that governshuman lifeand con-
duct. For example, in Romans
7:21 Paul saysthat “1 finditto be
alaw that when | want do right,
evil liescloseat hand.” “Law” in
this passage simply refersto a
principlethat governsthelivesof
those who want to do what
pleases God: they find that the
temptation to do otherwise lies
close at hand.

4. Consistent with the usage of
“law” to refer to the law of
Moses, Paul often uses the lan-
guageof “law” torefertothe Old
Testament Scripture as awhole
or more particularly to the
Pentateuch, the first five books
of the Biblewritten by Moses (1
Corinthians 9:8-9; 14:21,34; Ro-
mans 3:19, 21; Galatians 4:21-
31).

5. In Romans 2:14-15, 26-27, the
apostle Paul declares that the
Gentiles, towhom “the[Mosaic]

law” was not given, have the
“work of thelaw written ontheir
hearts’ (v. 15). Though thispas-
sagedoesnot explicitly assert the
common theological distinction
between the “mora” and the
“ceremonial” law, it does sug-
gest that the moral requirements
of the Mosaic law are in some
sense known by those to whom
the law was not given, asit was
tolsrael. Even the Gentiles, who
do not have the written law of
Moses, know what the law re-
quires.

6. The apostle Paul also contrasts
the “law of Christ” (Galatians
6:2; compare 1 Corinthians9:21)
tothelaw of Moses, sinceit does
not require circumcision. This
“law of Christ” isthedistinctive
norm of conduct for those who
are united to Christ by faith and
who walk in step with the Holy
Spirit of the new covenant. For
those who are united with Christ
andindwelt by His Spirit, thereis
a sense in which there is no
longer aneed for the written or-
dinances of the law. The
believer’s life in the Spirit of

Christ expressesitself inafree-
dom and maturity of obedience
that does not require the specify-
ing of the precepts and prohibi-
tions of the law.

Endnotes

1 For more detailed treatments of
Paul’s uses of the language of
“law,” see Thomas R. Schreiner,
TheLaw and ItsFulfillment (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1993), pp. 33-40;
DouglasJ. Moo, “‘Law, ‘Worksof
the Law,” and Legalism in Paul,”
Westminster Theologica Journal 45
(1983): 73-100; Stephen
Westerholm, “ Torah, nomos, and
Law: A Question of ‘Meaning,’”
Studiesin Religion 15 (1986): 327-
36; and Colin G. Kruse, Paul, The
Law, and Justification (Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson, 1996), pp. 287-
0.

Dr. Cornel Venema is the
President of Mid-America Re-
formed Seminary wherehealso
teaches Doctrinal Studies. Dr.
Venemais a contributing editor
to The Outlook.
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ThislsMy Outlook

Over the past several monthsthere
has been a continual debate over
what the Christian Reformed
Church should do with the actions
of First Toronto CRC. First
Toronto, you may recall, hascome
out of the closet with a statement
declaring that they will nominate
openly homosexual members for
elders and deacons. Many
churches and several classes have
written letters to First Toronto en-
couraging them to withdraw their
decision. Thisarticle was written
before Synod met, so | cannot com-
ment on their reaction, but members
of the Board of Trustees have also
expressed dismay over First
Toronto's stand.

While | am truly grateful for the
many churches, classes, and Board
memberswho wrote | ettersto First
CRC expressing their dismay and
encouraging the church to change
the policy it has adopted, | cannot
help but wonder where all of these
protesters have been over the past
few years. | cannot help but won-
der why they havelimited their ef-
forts to the church in Toronto.

In the May 10, 2003 issue of World
magazine, thereisareview of Cavin
College that is not very flattering.
Thefour page critique of the college
sets out to explain a sentence that
appearsvery early inthearticle: “On
theol ogy-rooted issues such as ori-
gins, feminis theol ogy, andhomasexu-
dity, theschool'spolicy and curricula
have drifted away from Scripture.”

In the area of homosexuality aone,
\Wbrld magazine reported thefollow-

ing

* In 2001, the school invited the
openly leshian singers, Indigo Girls,
to perform in concert. Although
there were some protestsfrom stu-
dents, alumni, and donors, thegroup
wasinvited to return in 2002.

* Calvin College observes“ Ribbon
Week.” During thisweek, hetero-
sexual students wear ribbons to
show their support for those who
want to sleep with people of the
same sex.

* Calvin President, Gaylen Byker, is
guoted as saying: “Homosexuality
isqualitatively different from other
sexual sin. Itisadisorder.” He
went on to say that having a week
to celebrate homosexuality is*“like
having cerebral palsy week.”

¢ Pro-homosexual material can be
foundin Calvin'scurriculum.

* Chimes editor, Christian Bell
called the president of the Ameri-
can Family Association a “hate
mongering homophobic bigot.”
When asked by World magazine if
he believed homosexual thoughts
were sin, Bell replied, “No.” Mr.
Bell isapre-sem senior at Calvin.

After reading thisarticle about my
amamater, | wondered, “Why the
big surprise about Toronto?" |If
these arethethoughtsand activities
promoted by the college, how can
we be surprised when graduates of

that college bring those thoughts
into the church? Why does the
Board of Trustees of the CRC talk
about possibledisciplineand even
expulsionfrom the denomination for
achurch in Toronto when the very
same views are being promoted in
their own back yard? Why aren’t
the churches and classes crying out
in protest to any of the items men-
tioned in World?

Two mind-sets seem to prevail in
our thoughts about Calvin College:
1) It was agood school in my day,
therefore, itisagood school today;
2) Theschool providesagood edu-
cation for my children so they will
be able to get a good job.
Both mind-setsignore the present
spiritual condition of the school.
For far too long the church hastol-
erated the views promoted by
Calvin College. Overturesand pro-
testsareignored. With that being
the case, those who continue sup-
port the college have only them-
selves to blame for the events in
first CRC of Toronto.

Sadder than the report from World
about Calvin College, | fear, isthe
way that those who support the
school will respondtothearticle. In
a “bad message, kill the messen-
ger” mentality, readers of World
will toss the magazine aside, dis-
gusted by what they have read.
Although they have trusted World
for its reporting on the Iraq War;

| cannot help but wonder where all of these
protesters have been over the past few years.
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they have appreciated the candid
reports of the political race; and
have agreed with many of the edi-
torials; they will not believe what
they read concerning onze school.
Suddenly they will view the maga:
Zineasincredibly biased and miss-
ing the mark.

Quentin Schultze responded that
way in the June issue of The Ban-
ner, calling the World article “yel-
low journalism”. Hecalled\Wbrld's
description of Ribbon Week as*“an
unbelievably biased statement with
little connection to reality.”

Gaylen Byker, is quoted as saying
that he was “ disappointed but not
surprised by the article.” He did
not deny anything that World re-
ported. In fact, responding to
World magazine's charge concern-
ing origins, Dr. Byker went on to
confirmthefact that professors“in

generdl, bedievetheearthisvery old
and that there is a process of natu-
ral selection but that God isboth the
creator and sustainer of the earth,
in charge of every process.”

In addition, a graduate of almost
twenty years ago (1986) com-
ments: “| think that 95 per cent of
the current student body would find
thisdescription of Calvinforeignto
their experience.” I’m not sure if
that is a positive statement about
the school or a negative statement
about the students.

Others will read the article, sadly
shaketheir headsin agreement and
then not do anything about what
they have read. After al, they
think, it'ssuch agood school. Even
World has to admit that Calvin is
consistently on national “best col-
lege’ lists and is the “flagship of
Christian liberal artseducation.”

I well remember ten years ago be-
ing part of a congregation that
wanted clarification onthe views of
a particular professor at Calvin
College. A fellow minister from
our classis came to my home and
said, “How dareyou have aprofes-
sor comeand speak about hisviews
at your church. You have no right
to do that!” He went on to add
how the peoplein the pews should
never question “our professors’.

Which explains why things have
become the way they are.

Rev. Wybren Oord is the
pastor of the Covenant
United Reformed Church in
Kaamazoo, Michigan and
editor of The Outlook.

Looking Above

A Series on The Reveation of Jesus Christ

Upon hisappointment as Professor
of Biblical Theology at Princeton
Theological Seminary on May 8,
1894, Geerhardus Vos addressed
the President and Board of Direc-
torswiththesewords: “In hissinful
condition, while retaining some
knowledge of God, manfor dl pure
and adequateinformationin divine
thingsis absolutely dependent on
that new self-disclosure of God
whichwe call supernatural revela-
tion.”! If manisto be saved, super-
natural revelationisindispensable;
it is absolutely necessary; we can-
not do without it.

Revelation 1:1“ Revelation”

The book of Revelation is super-
natural revelation. The opening
words of the book underscore its
supernatural character: “The Rev-
elation of Jesus Christ” (Revelation
1:1). The Greek word that istrans-
lated “revelation” - and which
serves as the title of the book - is
apokalypsis, from which derives
the Englishword “ apocalypse.” The
verb form of the word
(apokalypto) means to remove a
veil or covering in order to reveal
that which lies behind it. Thus, the
book of Revdationisan “unveiling”
—itremovesthevell inorder toreved.

But just what does the book of
Revelation reveal? Verse 1 an-
swersthat question: “The Revela-
tion of Jesus Christ.” The book of
Revelationisan unveiling of Jesus
Christ. Itisimportant to bear that in
mind. Though the book of Revela-
tion is at times rather baffling and
strange— contai ning such enigmatic
images asthefour living creatures,
the twenty four elders, the four
horsemen, the 144,000, the number
666, Armagedon, and so on—itis
meant to be an unveiling of Jesus
Christ, arevealing of Jesus Christ.
Thebook isnot intended to seal up,
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but to disclose; it is not meant to
hide, but to revedl.

This is the Revelation of Jesus
Christ. But how are we to under-
stand that? Some have argued that
Jesus Christ isthe Onewhoreveals
Himself inthisbook: it isthe Rev-
dation of JesusChrist, that is, Jesus
Christ isthe Onewho revealsHim-
self. Others have maintained that
Jesus Christ isthe Onewho isre-
vededinthisbook: itisthe Revela
tion of Jesus Christ, that is, Jesus
Christ isthe One who is reveaed.

Whichisit?1sJesus Christ the One
who revea sHimself in thisbook or
isit Jesus Christwhoisrevededin
this book? The answer is both!
Jesus both reveals Himself in this
book, and is Himself the One who
is reveded in this book! Jesus
Christisboth reved er and reveaed.
That Jesus Christ isrevealed inthe
book of Revelationisevident from
such passagesasthevision of 1:10-
20. That Jesus Christisthereved er
inthebook of Revelationisevident
from such passages as 5:5 and fol-
lowing. There Jesusisthe Onewho
opens the seals. Jesus Christ is
both reveder and revealed. In ev-
ery sense of the word, thisis The
Revelation of Jesus Christ.

AsJesus Christisrevealedtousin
this book, and as Jesus Christ re-
vealsHimsalf to usinthisbook, He
unveils and reveals the arena in
which He lives. In other words,
heaven itself isopened beforeusin
the book of Revelation — heaven
itself is unveiled before usin the
book of Revelation. The book of
Revelation is an unveiling of the
heavenly world — that world to
which Christ has ascended — that
world inwhich Christ lives.

Thebook of Revelation was given
tousto draw usinto that world. God
has spoken to us on earth from
heaven that He might draw usinto
heaven. The book of Revelationis
heaven’s account of the history of
the Church asshelivesinthemidst
of thisworld between thefirst com-
ing of Christ and His return. Rev-
elation was not written, then, toin-
form us of those events that tran-
spired in and around the year 70
A.D., withthefall of Jerusalem, nor
was it written to inform us of the
plot-line of events at the end of
time.2

Revelation was written to set
Christ before us, and in setting
Christ beforeus, to set heaven itsalf
before us. Revelation revealsto us
that world that lies above. Asyou
make your way through the book, it
is as though you were walking
about Zion. It is as though you
weregoing all around Zion. Itisas
though you were counting her tow-
ers. Itisasthough you were mark-
ing her bulwarks. Itisasthough you
were considering her palaces.® The
book of Revelation teaches us that
there is another world above this
world (a world after which this
worldispatterned, and towhichthis
worldwill giveway). It unveilsthe
heavenly world to us. It opens
heaven for us. It summons us to
look above.

Through itsimagery and beauty, the
book of Revelation grabshold of us
and brings us into the heavenly
world. It is a book that sets our
minds on thingsabove. Itisabook
that teaches usto find our life hid-
denwith Christin God. It isabook
that brings us into the world to
come. Itisabook that opensheaven
to usand feedsuswith the Christ of

heaven. Itistruly supernatural rev-
elation!

Endnotes
1Vos, Geerhardus.

The Shorter Writings of Geerhardus
Vos: Redemptive History and Biblical
Interpretation. Edited by Richard B.
Geffin . Phillipsburg, NJ: P& R, 1980. p.
5.

2That plot-line has already been given
to us by Christ Himself in the Olivet
discourse of Matthew 24, aswell asby
the Apostle in his letters to the
Thessalonians. That plot linevery sim-
ply stated is this: Christ at His first
coming hasinaugurated the kingdom,
and with it the beginning of sorrows;
those sorrows will intensify asthein-
crease of wickedness continueson the
earth; throughout thistimethe spirit of
antichrist will grow, reaching itsculmi-
nation in a great antichrist figure; the
antichrist-crisis will be immediately
followed by the second coming of
Christ, and the final establishment of
Hiskingdom. Revelation does not de-
viatefrom thisorder, nor doesit add to
this order.

3Cf. Psalm48.

Rev. Brian Vos s the Pastor
of the Trinity United Re-
formed Churchin Caledonia,
Michigan. Heis also the
President of the Board of
Reformed Fellowship.

22

©—
The Outlook —J=




January 1975

“To remain reformed is impor-
tant. Butitisnot easy. Itisfar
easier to drift away from the full-
orbed view of God and theworld.”

To Remain Reformed
Peter De Boer

“I"'m afraid that, by and large,
modern preaching has not just done
away with the old fashioned lan-
guage, but also with the old fash-
ioned message.”

Religionless Christianity
CornelisPronk

March 1975

“1f we spend moretimeintrying
to decide how to do something than
we spend inthedoing of it, thenwe
may beguilty of mgjoringinminors,
or to put it differently, of ‘sitting on
the premises’ rather than ‘ standing
on the promises'”.

“There is much of Christianity
today which consistsof hollowness
rather than holiness.”

Majoring in Minors
Harlan G. Vanden Einde

April 1975

“ Sometimes we commiserate
with those who suffer in like fash-
ion aswe do, but we never get be-
yond the point of talking about the
sufferingitself. Paul did not stop at
the point of the‘thorn,” but went on
to speak of its purposein hislife,
and the benefit he derived fromit.”

Power in Weakness
Harlan G. Vanden Einde

“Thekey of warding off depres-

Sound Bites

The Outlook - 1975

sionisthis: Do not follow your fedl-
ingswhen you know that you have
aresponsibility to fulfill. Instead,
you must act against your feelings
to do what you know God wants
you to do, whether you fed likeit or

not.”
How to Overcome Depression
Jay E. Adams

May 1975

“Letting the practice of our
churchesand the changing customs
of the times decide what the Bible
isto teach uson thispoint seemsto
set aside the authority of the Bible
in much the same way Roman
Catholics and Modernistsdo.”

Women'’s Lib in the CRC
Peter De Jong

“Itisnot sin to contend for
thefaith (Jude 3); itisasinto
be contentious. Itisnotasin
to ask that God’s Word be
preachedintruth and purity; it
isasinto beproud, arrogant, or
to think that we are saved by
pure doctrine.”

Keynote Address at
Theological Convention
J. A. O. Preus

August 1975

“TheBibleisGod'ssaving
revelation - intended to save
man. Initsdlf, it remainsthat,
even if man rejectsit.”

On the Love of God
Jelle Tuininga

(continued page 24)

When: September 25

0) he Annual (Meeting
of

o) he LI{Efnrmcd ﬁr:[[nwﬁhip

Where: Trinity URC in Caledonia, Michigan

The Speaker will be Professor Robert Swierenga

The topic will be The History of Orthodoxy in West Michigan
Punch is at 6:00 PM, Dinner is served at 6:30 PM.

Prof. Swierenga will speak at 8:00 PM

bl

Everyone is Welcome to Attend!

July / August, 2003
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Bible Sudy Materials CatechismMaterials
($4.00 each plus *$2.00 postage) Learning to Know the Lord
by P. Y. De Jong ($1.50 plus *$ 2.00
Nelson Kloosterman postage)
Walking About Zion, First Book of Christian Doctrine
Singing of Christ’s Church in the Psalms by Hylkema & Tuuk ($2.50 plus *$2.00
Gospel Power Magnified through postage)
Human Weakness A Beginning Course in Christian Doctrine
(11 Corinthians) by P. Y. De Jong & John R. Sittema
The Law of the Lord as Our Delight ($2.00 plus *$2.00 postage)
(Deuteronomy)
A e Other Materials
) CornelisP. Venema
John Piersma But for the Grace of God
Daniel An Exposition of the Canons of Dort
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)
Henry Vander Kam What We Believe
Sermon on the Mount An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed
Ephesians ($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)
| & Il Thessalonians
| Ul ety John R. Sittema
: Ee:]er With a Shepherd’s Heart
ParoabTes Reclaiming the Pastoral Office of the Elder
*
Acts (Chapters 1-13) ($10.00 plus *$3.00 postage)
Acts (Chapters 14-28)
Amos Norman Shepherd
Women in the Service of Christ
Mark Vander Hart ($2.00 plus *$1.00 postage)
Genesis 1 - 11
($8. 00 plus* $2.00 postage)
c..S S . T o 77 N
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(continued from page 23)

September 1975

“Today we have an excessive pre-
occupation with church methods, pro-
grams, and machinery to the neglect of
the basic message of Christianity and
the systematic and consistent procla-
mation of that message.”

Our Question Box
Leonard Greenway

November 1975

“We do not want controversy just
for controversy’ssake. However, we
know full well that controversy for the
faithisasign of life. Thereisnocon-
troversy at the cemetery, the city of
the dead.”

* % * % %

“Of an apostate denomination
averse to controversy and sorely in
need of a showdown, someone once
made the discerning observation: You
can't split rotten wood!”

For All This We Thank Him
John Vander Ploeg




