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We Have Not Passed This

Way Before

Joshua 3: 1-6

“ Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand
cubits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way
by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before.”

As we begin a new year, we al-
ways do two things. We look back
over the past year and welook for-
ward to the year that lies ahead of
us. When we look back over the
previousyear, we arefamiliar with
it. We remember the events. We
recall the twists and the turns that
wereinvolved in the shaping of our
lives. No doubt, some things were
good. But | am sure there were

(Joshua 3:4 NKJV)

sometrying periodsinour lives|ast
year aswell.

Inmy own life, as| recall the year
2002, one event scarsthose months
deeply. In March of 2002, by way
of an accidental drowning, theLord
called home my twenty-one month
old nephew. It was devastating
then, and, to acertain extent, it till
is. Wejoyfully wished one another

a“Happy New Year” in January.
Those cheers now seem so hollow
and ironic. We did not know how
our lives would be changed in the
month of March. When we first
began 2002, we had no idea that
such a difficult event was only
weeks away.

But by faith, we press on. We con-
tinueto confessthat all of our lives
and times are in God’s hands and
we trust the way of the Lord. And
now, the year 2003 is upon us. As
welook to the monthsahead in the
coming year, we realize that the
pathway that liesbefore usiscom-
pletely unknown to us. Asfamiliar
as we are with the past events of
2002, we are completely unfamiliar
with the coming events of 2003.
These weeks and months are un-
charted waters. We have not gone
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thisway before. Itisnot strangefor
us, therefore, to have somefeelings
of uncertainty and apprehension.

For thisreason, weturn to thefirst
six verses of Joshua 3 asthe Scrip-
ture basis for this meditation. In
Joshua 3, the children of the Lord,
the Isradlites, found themselvesin
asimilar situation. It wastime for
them to travel. They had to move
forward. The Lord had safely
brought His people up out of the
land of Egypt. They had completed
their 40 years of wandering in the
desert. Now, under the leadership
of Joshua, the people were prepar-
ing to take possession of the prom-
ised land.

The spies had returned from Jeri-
cho, reporting that the people of
Canaan were fainting for fear be-
cause of thelsraelites. Now it was
timetomove. Thetimehad finaly
comefor the Lord’speopleto cross
the Jordan river and enter into the
promised land. Thisisthesituation
at this point in Joshua 3. The
Lord’speopleare preparing to take
their first steps along a new path-
way; away that they had not gone
before. Perhapsthey too, had some
feelings of uncertainty and uneasi-
ness about what lie ahead of them.

That iswhy theLord, inHismercy,
tellsthe Israelites that He will go
first! The Lord would go ahead of
them and then they wereto follow.
The Lord is a Shepherd who gra-
ciously leads His sheep. It isvery
interesting to note that the people
werenot to follow too closely! The
priests were to lead the Israelites
by carrying the ark of the covenant
which represented the presence of
God among His people.

But as the priests carried the ark,

verse four explains, the people
wereto stay back “ about two thou-
sand cubits’. So, how far isthat?
Two thousand cubits is approxi-
mately 1,000 yards. Another ques-
tion we may want to ask is“why?’
Why did the people have to stay
back 1,000 yards from the ark and
then follow from that considerable
distance?

The Lord Himself explains this
when He says in verse four, “Do
not comenesar it, that you may know
theway by which you must go, for
you have not passed this way be-

Sometimes we want
to push a
wheelbarrow of
“what-ifs” ahead of
usinto the new year.

fore.” The Lord tellsHis peopleto
follow Him because they do not
know the way. They had not gone
thisway before. They did not know
where they were going. They did
not know what lay ahead of them.
But the Lord graciously leads His
people because He does know the
way.

I think it will help uslook ahead to
2003 properly if we picture this
sceneof thelsraglitesdrawing near
to the Jordan. The priests carried
the ark of the Lord some 1,000
yards ahead of the people as they
walked toward the Jordanriver. As
soon as the priests touched the
river, the Lord Himself opened the
way for His people to cross over
safely into the promised land.

These verses serve to comfort us
today as we begin to cross a new
year. Although we must confess
that we do not know what the com-
ing monthswill hold for us, it com-
forts us to know that the Lord
knowstheway. Theremay beonly
wonderful dayswaiting for us, but
there also may be difficult days
ahead. Sometimes we want to
push awheelbarrow of “what-ifs’
ahead of usinto the new year. We
are concerned about “what if ilIness
comes’” or “what if war breaks
out” or “what if sometragedy hap-
pens’.

That iswhy Joshua 3:4 isasource
of comfort for us. How comforting
to know that we are not without a
Leader. We have a Captain and a
Guidewho not only knowstheway,
but in fact goesahead of us, having
ordained al of our steps.

The Israelites could not envision
every event which would take
place in the conquest of the prom-
ised land. However, at this point,
they could seethenext 1,000 yards.
And that was all they needed. The
Lord was going ahead of His
people. For us, too, we cannot en-
vision every event of our livesin
advance. But as we go with our
God, we can handlethe next 1,000
yards. We can live one day at a
time.

It is true that we cannot be sure
what 2003 will havein storefor us.
But that’s okay. There are |ots of
things we do not know. However,
at the same time, there are many
things that we do know. We know
that the Lord knowsall things. Acts
15:18 says, “Known to God from
eternity are all Hisworks.”

If hardship awaits us, we can be
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TheSnare

Of Misdirected Pity

Part Two

encouraged by Job’s faithful con-
fession in Job 23:10: “But He
knows the way that | take; when
He has tested me, | shall come
forth as gold.” As we have now
begun to travel the pathway of
2003, we should recognizethat we
have not passed this way before.
This pathway is new to us. But
also, at the beginning of this new
year, we should realize that God
knowstheway. He goes before us.
He knows every event that will
unfoldin our livesand He promises
that Hisgracewill be sufficient for
us.

Because of our God, we can look
ahead to 2003 with confidence as
we follow the Lord unswervingly.
When wefollow humbly and faith-
fully, then we can be assured that it
will indeed be a happy new year!

Rev. Stephen De Boer isthe
pastor of Eastmanville United
Reformed Church in
Coopersville, Michigan.

Euthanasia

Euthanasia, including assi sted sui-
cide, is another example of misdi-
rected pity inour present culture. It
is being tolerated and accepted by
peoplein our society out of pity for
someone experiencing suffering.
The Bible teaches usto have com-
passion for and give help to those
suffering. Certainly every legiti-
mate medical means should be used
to alleviate suffering. However, the
pain in our heart when seeing a
loved one suffer may not allow our
pity to make us willing to break
God’s command: “ Thou shalt not
kill.” God has given life and only
God may take our life or thelife of
aloved one when suffering.

In his book, Souching Towards
Gomorrah, Robert H. Bork writes:
Modern liberalism’s obses-
sion with the autonomy of
theindividua istakingustoa
culture of death. Ironically,
thefreedom of theindividual
to choose death has made it
far easier for others to
choose his death. The au-
tonomy is often theirs, not

his. (p. 186)

Pity for those suffering was used by
themediain theembryonic cell re-
search debate prior to President
Bush stating hisdecision whether to
support the research with tax
money. Themedia srepetitivetele-
vising of Christopher Reevesin his
wheelchair, making a desperate

plea for government support of
embryoniccell researchtohelphim
and others who suffer, was using
compassion and empathy in an at-
tempt to convince and promotethe
judtification of using living embryos
for medical research. Pity wasused
to make apleafor letting the ends
justify the means, even though the
means meant the destruction of the
life of the embryo.

Radical Feminism

Abortion, planned parenthood,
womeninoffice, andinclusivelan-
guage all arefactorsin our society
and church community which have
become popular out of pity for
women through the cause of radical
feminism. Thewoman ispromoted
asheeding pity for inequaity andin
need of choice for herself and her
body. Robert H. Bork in his book,
Souching Towards Gomorrah
writes:
The hostility towards the
traditional family goeshand
in hand with the feminists
hostility towardstraditional
religion. They seereligionas
amaleinvention designedto
control women. (p. 205)

Raobert H. Bork goes on to explain
the feminists’ agenda within the
church:
The strongest force seeking
todestroy traditiond religions
isfeminism. Radicd feminists
have very little use for
religion or churches as they
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are, but they do not leavethe
churches whose doctrines
and liturgies they find
objectionable. They work
within to change the
churches so that the final
product will bear little
resemblanceto Christianity.
(p. 287)

Robert H. Bork further explainsthe
effects of feminism within the
church

The damage done to
traditional religion that is
most obvioustothepeoplein
thepewsisthefeminist drive
to make the language of the
scriptures  and  liturgy
“inclusive.” As in all of
feminism's endeavors, the
chargeisthat thetraditional
- in this case the English
language and the original
language of the Bible - are
unjust and offensive because
they make women feel left
out. (p. 287)

From the above statements, a ma-
jor question arises as to whether a
Christian may be empathetic to-
ward any facet of radical feminism.

Divorce

Divorceisbeing accepted and tol-
erated readily today out of pity for
anyonewho isunhappy or unableto
follow one’'sown personal pursuits
and happiness. In the book, The
New Tolerance by Josh McDowell
and Bob Hostetler, one finds the
following quotes:
Christian churches and
denominations, bothmainline
and evangelical, have been
gripped by astrugglefor and
against the new tolerancein
the areas of love, sex, and
marriage. (p. 180)

SO0 rampant is the new
tolerancein the church today
that biblical standards are
being ignored - or redrawn -
infavor of amore*“tolerant”
approach.. .onethat seeksto
redefine marriage and
sexuality according to
human standards and
“sensibilities.” (p.182)

William S. Bennett in hisbook, The

Broken Hearth, writes:
...Marriage itself, detached
fromany objectivefoundation,
is seen by many as

Marriage is now
viewed not as a
covenant but simply
as a contract based
on saf-interest,
convenience, and
individual self—
fulfillment.

possessing little or no
intrinsicworth but asbeinga
means to an end; the end,
that is, of “personal
happiness’ or “fulfillment.”
(pp.11&12)

Aboveadll, marriageisnow viewed
not as a covenant but simply as a
contract based on self-interest, con-
venience, andindividua sdlf-fulfill-
ment. Ascontracts go, moreover, it
isamong the weakest in contempo-
rary American society; in the
words of thefamily scholar Maggie
Gadlagher, “Wenow livein asociety
whereitislegaly easier and less
risky todump awifethantofirean
employee.” (p.29)

Per missiveness

Lack of discipline or permissive-
nessinthehome, in the church, and
inthejudicia system resultswhen
child, transgressor, or criminal re-
ceives pity rather than correction
and justice. When one pities aper-
sonwith behavior God didikes, one
reinforcesand promotesthat behav-
ior and prevents proper Christian
disciplineand justice. Self-contral,
afruit of the Spirit, ishindered in
development when pity replaces
loving Chrigiandiscipline. Reinforc-
ing these concepts, Dr. Dobson in
hisbook Bringing Up Boys, p.207,
guotes Michelle Malkin in “Baby
Boomer Parents Are Adeep Onthe
Job,” Creators Syndicate, Inc.:
Thankslargely to theradical
egalitarian ethos embraced
by the Baby Boomers,
American  notions  of
discipline have grown softer
than the down filling in a
teen's sleeping bag. Kay
Hymowitz, author of Ready
Or Not: Why Treating

Children As Small Adults
Endangers Their Future
and Ours, notes that
nowadays “adults imagine
themselves as children’s
alies, trainers, partners,
friends, facilitators, co-
learners, and advocates.
Their role is to empower
children, advocate for them,
boost their self-esteem,
respect their rights, and
provide them with
information with whichthey
can make their own
decisions. But isthisrealy
what children need?’ My
child needs her parentsto be
parents, not playmates....!

Cal Thomas, in hisarticle, “Ethics
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aremissing in actionin America,”
Grand Rapids Press, July 4, 2002,
summarizes aconsequence of mis-
directed pity resultingin permissive-
ness and toleration:
Wrongdoing was once
treated seriously. Today, it
doesn’t matter and what we
tolerate we get more of.

Universal Salvation

Universal salvationisbeing taught
and accepted today out of pity for
human beings having to betold that
there is punishment in hell unless
one knows Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord. The culture’scry for in-
clusivenesswith itsinsistence that
salvation bepromisedtodl with any
religion or set of beliefsisgaining
acceptance. The one biblical way
of salvation isconsidered too exclu-
siveand harsh even though God, the
author of salvation, statesit in His
Word as an absolute truth. It's
much more pleasant and easy, and
appears more compassionate for
the preacher, when he proclaims
that everyonewill get to heaven by
any religion and other ways than
through Jesus Christ alone. Such
theology developsinto afalsegos-
pel, built on the premise of pity. In
their book, The New Tolerance,
Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler
point out:
The new tolerance that has
crept into the church
threatens  their  [your
children's] assurance of
salvation, their belief in the
Bible, and ultimately their
faith in a Christ who is the
only way to salvation. The
tolerance that exists in the
church today may even
encourage them to seek
salvation somewhere else...
thus endangering their

eternal souls. (pp. 188, 189)

William S. Bennett in The Broken

Hearth states:
Deep moral convictions are
often thought to be
antithetical to the spirit of
tolerance; in fact, they are
not. A very particular and
very misguided conception of
tolerance holds sway today:
the tolerance, rooted in
relativism, that proclaimswe
cannot know right and
wrong, that rejectsassertions
based oninviolableprinciple,

Misdirected pity
causes thetoleration
and condoning of the

evil rather than
purging the sin from

the Christian’slife
and the Church.

that believes truth isamere
socia construction. But thisis
no tolerance; this is moral
exhaustion and doth. (p. 138)

Properly understood, tolerance
means treating people with respect
and without malice; it does not re-
guire usto dissolve social normsor
to weaken our commitment to an-
cient and honorable beliefs.

No-Lordship Theology

In some evangelical circles a no-
lordship gospel isbeing promoted out
of pity for the sinner who doesn’t
want to repent and leave hissin. It
teaches that one can accept Jesus
as Savior without the need of repen-
tance. Some evangelists are misdi-

recting their pity for sinners, by
teaching that Jesus can be one's
Savior without being one's Lord.
Thus, misdirected pity for thesin-
ner becomes a snare to the proper
presentation of the Gospel, pro-
claiming a flawed, false gospel.
Thefollowing quote from the book,
Faith Works: The gospel accord-
ing to the Apostles by John P.
Macarthur, Jr. sums up the no lord-
ship gospel and its effect:
| am deeply concerned as |
watch what ishappeningin
the church today. Biblical
Christianity has lost its
voice. The church is
preaching agospd designed
to soothe rather than
confront sinful individuals.
Churches have turned to
amusement and show
business to try to win the
world. Those methods may
seem to draw crowds for a
season. But they're not
God's methods, and
therefore they are destined
tofail. Inthe meantime, the
church is being infiltrated
and corrupted by professing
believers who have never
repented, never turned
from sin, and therefore,
never realy embraced
Christ as Lord and Savior.

(p. 88)

Conclusion

The Christian must develop and
practice compassion and concern
for the widow, the fatherless, the
suffering, the prisoners, the poor,
the hungry, the needy, thelost, and
for whomever the Bibletellsusto
show compassion, as doing it for
the Lord. However, misdirected
pity in which the Christian directs
his pity toward behavior which God
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A Comfort Filled

Document

“ Comfort, O comfort My people, says
your God.” Isaiah40:1

detests, finds abominable, or has
commanded against, leads such a
personinto dangerous spiritual con-
sequences. It can easily take one
away from God's Word to one's
own purposes. Misdirected pity
causesthetoleration and condoning
of the evil rather than purging the
sinfromthe Christian’slifeand the
Church. Misdirected pity leads to
the error of calling evil good and
good evil as stated in Isaiah 5:20:
“Woe to those who call evil good
and good evil, who put darknessfor
light and light for darkness, who put
bitter for sweet and sweet for bit-
ter.” A Christian must be compas-
sionate, empathetic, and sympa-
thetic; but one must not pity what
God does not pity and does not
want pitied nor practiced. Showing
biblical pity isavirtue, but practic-
ing misdirected pity becomes a
snare to the Christian and to the
Christian church.

Notes

1.MichdleMalkin, ‘ Baby Boomer Par-
ents Are Asleep on the Job,” Creators
Syndicates. 17 November 2000.

Mrs. Jan Groenendyk is a
retired Christian School teacher.
Sheisthe wife of Rev. Marion
Groenendyk. They are mem-
bers of the Bethany United Re-
formed Church in Wyoming,
Michigan.

Thisyear The Outlook isbeginning astudy of what many people
consider to be an outdated document. Some ministers have said
it takesusaway fromtheBible. Still others, evenwithinreformed
circles, refuseto preach onit. With thisissue we begin alook at

the Heidelberg Catechism.

An Age of Fear

The Heidelberg Catechism was
writtenin aday and agefilled with
fear. Other catechismswritten at
thetimewere stressing guilt before
aholy God. The church of the day
was pointing to the peoplein the
pewsandtellingthemtofear God's
judgment. Peoplewerehearingthe
message: “ Tremble under thewrath
of God lest He send you to hell
wherethereisweeping and gnash-
ing of teeth forever.” Inthemiddle
of all of thisfear, the Heidelberg
Catechism asked the question:
“What isyour only comfortin life
and death?’

In 1997, PopePaul V1, on hiseighti-
eth birthday was quoted in Time
magazine saying: “ Wefed thefra-
gility of human life. The fear of
God's judgment at the moment of

death isalways present and full of
mystery.” This quote came from
the Pope of the Roman Catholic
Church, aman considered by many
to be the most pious and most reli-
gious person in the whole world.
And helived in the fear of God's
judgment! The Heidelberg Cat-
echism asks, “What is your only
comfortinlifeand death?” Theliv-
ing God speaks to the prophet
Isaiah and tellshimto “comfort, O
comfort my people.”

When you tour the cathedrals of
Europe, once you get beyond the
gargoylesand thefrightening carv-
ings on the outside of the building,
there is at the doorpost of each
cathedral agruesome, ominous por-
trait of the last judgment. It is
painted there to entice fear into all
who enter the cathedral - fear of the

“What isyour only comfort
Inlifeand death?’

Question 1 - Heidelberg Catechism
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second coming of Jesus Christ.
The Heidelberg Catechism has at
its doorpost and throughout its en-
tirety “comfort.”

The Theme of the Catechism

The whole theme of the catechism
from Lord’s Day 1 to Lord’s Day
52 iscomfort. A comfort that is
found in Jesus Christ.

* Question 1 asks: “What isyour
only comfortinlifeand death?’

* Question 2 asks: “What must
you know to live and diein the
joy of thiscomfort?’

* Question 52 asks an incredible
question: “How does Christ's
return ‘to judge the living and
the dead’ comfort you?”

The Heidelberg Catechism isrich
and full of comfort - personal com-
fort for God's peoplethrough Jesus
Christ.

It isimportant to know that the mid-
1600s, when this document was
first written, was not the first time
this comfort had ever been pro-
claimed. Thiswas not something
that the authors of the catechism,
Casper Olevianus and Zacharius
Ursinus, thought up out of the blue.

God had already cometo Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden and
promised them comfort. Inaworld
that was suddenly stained with sin,
God said Hewould put enmity be-
tween the seed of the serpent and
the seed of the woman. God also
promised that the day would come
when the child of thewoman would
crush the head of the serpent.

Throughout the Old Testament the
people of God awaited the Com-
forter - the One who would “ speak

kindly to Jerusalem; and call out to
her, that her warfare has ended, that
her iniquity has been removed.
(Isaiah 40:1)” Comfort!

The systematic approach that the
Heidel berg Catechism takestoward
Scripture can bereflectedinLord's
Day 1, which isasummary of the
Heidelberg Catechism. The flow
of the very first answer, aswell as
the flow of the whole catechism is
taken from another systematic theo-
logian - the Apostle Paul. Look at
the similarities in Answer 1 and
Romans 8 where Paul writes:

:31“If God isfor us, who can be
against us?’

:35 “Who shall separate usfrom
the love of Christ?’

:38 “I am convinced that nei-
ther life nor death, nor height nor
depth, nor anything elsein al cre-
ation will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is un
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Aswelook at the catechisminthe
upcoming issues of The Outlook,
keep an eye open for that theme
throughout the articles. Comfortin
life and comfort in death whichis
ours because of Christ.

Rev. Wybren Oord is the
pastor of the Covenant
United Reformed Church in
Kaamazoo, Michigan and
editor of The Outlook.
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L ooking Back

Last month | wrote that once the
Christian Reformed Church awoke
fromitsethnic lumber and became
less introverted, evangelism be-
cameitsnumber one concern of the
denomination. Everythingwithinthe
church had to be geared toward
church growth. From an admitted
parochial imbalance in its early
years, the scale tipped to the other
extreme: church growth at al costs.
Along with that change came ade-
emphasison Reformed distinctive-
ness. The new trend moved toward
evangelicalism.

I’m of course writing this for the
United Reformed Churchin North
Americaaso. May wemay not fall
into the same one-sidedness. Evan-
gelism, properly understood, isim-
portant. But it should never be at
the expense of the Reformed con-
fessions.

| haveaquestion: if evangelismis
So important, why was no mention
madeof itinall of Paul’slettersor
in the seven lettersto the churches
inAsiaMinor?Not once do Paul or
John or Peter urge their readers to
become more engaged in evange-
lism. All onereadsin John’sletters
in Revelation, or in Paul’slettersto
his readers are two things. First,
hold fast to sound doctrine, and,
second, liveagodly lifein harmony
with the gospel. You will read that
over and over againintheir writings,
but not a word about evangelism.
How come?Isit perhapsthat John
and Paul (and the Holy Spirit) have
adifferent view of evangelismthan
we do?

Onelooksinvaininthe Scriptures

for thistype of mandate. What one
doesfind over and over againisa
concern for the general welfare of
the church, especially faithfulness
to the gospel and a concomitant
lifestyle. That isChrist’sconcernto
the seven churches of AsiaMinor.
Nothing more and nothing less. To
Sardis, Christ says, “you have a
reputation of being aive, but youare
dead.” To Philadelphia he says, “I
know you have little strength, yet
you have kept my word, and have
not denied my name.” The pastoral
epistlesare asustained admonition
to guard the faith and to put it into
practice.

The apostle placed no
pressure on the church to
produce converts. There
were no monthly sales
reports. They did not think of
themselves as salesmen of
theworld' sgreatest product,
aswe are sometimestold to
think of ourselves. This
business of salesmen or a
great product isacatchy idea
taken over from our
Western business world
rather than from the Bible
(Hokabergen in Banner,
March 14, 1975).

Here we do well to read Vance
Havner:

If the time, money, and
effort spent intrying towork
up evangelismin lukewarm
churches were spent in
caling the churches
themselves to repentance,
confession, cleansing, and
empowering, evangelism

would be a natural result.
..The New Testament
epistle-writers concentrated
not on stirring up Christians
to evangelize but rather on
developing hedthy Christians
through spiritual food, rest,
and exercise.

Take a moment to look up these
texts. Ephesians5:15; Philippians 2:
14 and 15; Colossians 1:10, 4:5; |
Thessalonians 4:11, 12; | Timothy
2:7; Titus 2:5b, 10b; Titus 3:8b; |
Peter 2:12; | Peter 3:1,2; 3:16. The
Heidelberg Catechism says“that by
our godly walk our neighbors also
may be won for Christ” (Lord’s
Day 32). See also Matthew 5:13-
6.

There can be no doubt but that the
Bible sees evangelism in terms of
conduct and life-stylefirst of all.

The company of believers
grew in the early church,
and not because the church
had sophisticated methods
and programs. It had no
public relations department,
no researchers, no experts.
All Christians had then
through thick and thin was
reliance upon the promised
presence of and the leading
of His Spirit.

Those who want church
growth today may have to
reset  their  priorities
(G. Spykman in Today).

Thechurch’sprimary task is
to build up the people of God
as committed, mature,
thoroughgoing citizensof the
kingdom of heaven in the

(continued on page 32)
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The United Reformed Churchesin
North America

Peter Y. De Jong

The U.R.C After Seven Years. A Few
Thoughtsfor Our Reflection and
Rededication

Soon it will be seven years since
the first steps were taken to orga-
nize a federation of churches now
known as the United Reformed
Churches in North America. It
seems appropriate, then, for us as
members to reflect on the way by
which Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord of the church has led these
congregations. But recounting the
many blessings experienced also
requiresahumble confession of the
sinswhich gill stainour livesevery
day. Only inthisway will areflec-
tion on the past stir usto rededicat-
ing ourselves to serve the Savior-
King with ever greater devotion.

The background and occasion for
the decision to organize another
federation of Reformed churches
on the North American continent
can be rehearsed in a few sen-
tences.

Such arehearsal isnot only appro-
priate for those who lived through
theyearsbefore 1995 but especialy
necessary for the children, young

people, and growing number who
have come from other denomina-
tions with a strong desire to unite
with afaithful church whichwithout
compromise seeksto proclaim and
live by the sovereign grace of God
in Christ Jesus.

Decades of Turmoil

By thelate 1980sand early 1990sa
growing number of Christian Re-
formed peopl e either with or with-
out pastoral and consistorial leader-
ship broketieswith that denomina-
tion. Hardly did this come over-
night or without much soul -search-
ing and prayer.

For at |east three decades that de-
nomination was experiencing an
“identity crisis.” Before 1940 the
Christian Reformed Church, under
its leadership, was staunchly Re-
formed as so many of itssynodical
decisionsdemonstrate. But shortly
after World War 11 strange winds
begin to blow within those broader
assemblies. By the 1960sand early
1970s two divergent groups could

beclearly discerned. Onewasagi-
tating for change and the other was
seeking to maintain theconfessional
basis upon which those churches
had been founded.

Soon thefocusturned to theissue of
women in ecclesiastical office.
One synod would modify what an
earlier synod had decided, only to
be changed again the following
year.

The fundamental issue, often
pointed out in many excellently-
writtenarticlesinthisperiodical, lay
far deeper. It was the issue of the
clarity, the trustworthiness and the
absolute authority of all that the
Bibleclearly teaches. At stakeaso
wasthebiblical view of the creation
of the universe and man. Only
when after repeated protests and
appeals for two decades met with
no favorableresponse, did congre-
gations and many members leave
the Christian Reformed Church.

A New Federation |s Born

Out of that unhappy situation the
organization of the Alliance of Re-
formed Churches arose, prompted
by theinvitation of the Lynwood IL
consistory. Within afew years, af-
ter much discussion and preparation,
alarge number of those churches
decided to organize as the United

Recounting the many blessings experienced also requires a humble confession
of the sinswhich still stain our lives every day.
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Reformed Churches in North
America.

Already as a“ preparatory” meet-
ing several far-reaching decisions
weretaken. First, of course, onthe
official basis of the federating
churches an unswerving commit-
ment to Holy Scripture asthe abso-
lute authority for doctrine and life
and subservient to it the Three
Forms & Unity. Also tentative ap-
proval of a Church Order was ap-
proved which recommended the
useof the 1957 edition of the Psalter
Hymnal anditsliturgical formular-
ies.

“Charter  membership”  for
churches and ministers was left
open until the first official synod,
scheduled for thefollowing summer
These uniting churches were also
arranged in three “classes” or re-
gional assemblies to meet either
two or three times annually.

Statistical Review

With this, let usengage in a“sta-
tistical review,” found inthe annud

Growth
of the URC
Year Churches Members
1996 36 8,696
1998 68 14,973
1999 70 16,118
2000 73 17,416
2001 77 17,968
2002 81 18,542

Yearbooks, first published for the
URCinearly 1998. Although these
say little about spiritual life and
ecclesiastical faithfulness, they do
remind usof thegrowth, bothinthe
number and membership of these
congregations, including afew not
yet fully organized.

Presently the churches in the
URCNA are served by 832 elders
and deaconsand 115 ordained min-
isters. Of those ministers 74 are

L et anyone who still
thinks the average
URC consists largely
of old people attend
one or two services.

pastors in congregations, 8 or 9
engaged in outreach both at home
and abroad, another 4 as professors
of theology. 3 “on leave” and 26
listed as “retired” but who often
help out when reguested.

In Canadathere are 31 URC con-
gregationswith 6,489 members; in
the United States 50 with 12,053
members. Twenty-seven were able
to keep their church propertiesin
agreement with the 1970 synodical
decision of the CRC.

Some congregations have experi-
enced amazing growth, even dou-
bling their membership within four
or fiveyears. Two record asignifi-
cant loss of members. Six small
congregations, the latest Athens,
Ontario, have disbanded. During
this period five ministers of the
Word have died. Meanwhile, at

least six ordained pastors left for
other fields of labor, two quite re-
cently to serve the Reformed
Churchesin New Zealand.

From the statistics other encourag-
ing factors can easily be gleaned,
although some consistoriesstill fail
to report as fully as requested by
our Stated Clerk. Internal growth
can be somewhat measured by
number of baptisms. Each year
there are amost twice the number
of live births reported for either
Canada and the United States,
while the number of recorded
deathsinthe URC isaways some-
what lower than the national aver-
ages. Also the number received
into membership each year far ex-
ceedsthat of those who havetrans-
ferred. A much smaller number are
listed as“resignations’ every year

A steady expansion to new areas
continues. Recently, in the
Belgrade, Montana, areaagroup of
Reformed believersisorganizing as
aURC congregation. Also serious
efforts are being made to establish
a URC church in Bellingham,
Washington, and Muskegon, Michi-
gan, and possibly elsewhere.

Confessionally
Faithful
Especially in the beginning it was
often said that the URC would be-
come no more than an “asylum”
for discontented old folk who re-
sisted al change and longed to re-
turn to what the CRC was fifty or
seventy five years ago. But deci-
sions taken at its preparatory as-
sembly and confirmed by itsfirst of-
ficial synod clearly demonstrate
that the URC'saim is to be a con-
fessionally faithful Reformed fed-
eration striving earnestly to reform
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itself according to God’'sWord and
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let
anyonewho still thinksthe average
URC consistslargely of old people
attend one or two services. By far
most of those present are young
couplesand familieswith three, six
and even more children and young
people who fill many a pew twice
every Lord's Day.

Until now - and hopefully thiswill
continue for decades - the URC
has resisted any attempt to place
under denominational Committees
and Boardsany work which alocal
consistory and congregation can,
by Christ’'s commission and the
Spirit’s guidance, carry out. With
many other ministersand members
|, too, have witnessed the slow but
continual driftinthe CRC towards
a hierarchical control by boards

and their “experts.” Often this has
throttled, far more than many are
aware, the zeal and strength of lo-
cal congregations and the exercise
of theofficeof al believers. Alsoin
thisrespect the URC, together with
many ordained ministersand mem-
berswithout any CRC connections,
is seeking to develop a Reformed
character unique in these times
when al the main-line denomina-
tionsarelosing active members by
the tens of thousands every year.

Not aword or phrase of the above,
however, is intended to “grieve”
any faithful consistoriesand mem-
bersof the CRC who arestill striv-
ing to maintain that church’shistoric
positions. For that thiswriter, now
almost 87 years, owesunder God's
providencefar too muchfor thein-
struction and spiritual carewhich he
has received.

TheUnited Reformed Church: The
Road Ahead?

Some years ago one of our
churches had atext printed behind
the pulpit. It was averse from the
Biblethat wasplainly visibleto all
who came to worship. It read as
follows:

| JEHOVAH CHANGE NOT

Thisquotefrom Malachi 3:6 served
as a precious truth and a comfort-
ing reminder that if God in un-
changeable, even so is His Word.
However, while God does not
change, what people think con-
cerning God and His Word often
does continue to change.

A recent survey illustrates how bib-
lical literalism (the belief that the
Bibleis God'sword for word com-
position) hasdeclined steeply inthe
last twenty five years. It used to be
the predominant view held by 65%
of American’sasrecently as 1963.
Now only 32% regard the Bible as
coming verbatim from God. From
the Los Angeles Times:
According to professor
Kromminga written in his
book The Christian Re-
formed Church “At itsin-
ception the CRC wasfirmly
entrenched in the conserva-

In the above we have only men-
tioned what is observable and has
been reported. Far more significant,
indeed, would be careful and
prayerful reflection, in so far as
possible, onbothits“ strengths’ and
its “weaknesses.” But for every
faithful member of the URC the
timeis here not only to reflect on
the way in which the sovereign
Lord has also been leading these
churches but especially to rededi-
cate ourselves to his service in
gratitude for all the blessings re-
ceived.

Dr. Peter Y. De Jong hasfaith-
fully served the Church of Christ
as Minister of the Word and
Sacramentssince 1940. Heisa
member of the Lynwood URCin
Lynwood, IL.

Dow R. Haan, Sr.

tive camp. To them (our fa
thers) orthodoxy in doctrine
and practice was a posses-
sion so preciousthat wefind
then that the Christian Re-
formed Church was com-
posed of a people who de-
sired aboveal elseto beor-
thodox. In their case ortho-
doxy must beinterpreted as
an adherence in the letter
and spirit of the Reformed
Confessional Standardsand
Polity.”

How havethemighty fallen? Sadly,
we must admit doctrinal changes
havetaken place. Many of the Re-

(continued page 21)

12

©—
The Outlook —J=




| ndex
VolumeLll (2002)

compiled by the Editor

Author

Anonymous

AnAnniversary Tribute... v 9013

InMemory of Rev. Cl arenceWerkema ...10:10

Mid-AmericaReformed Seminary Celebrateﬁ

Seventeenth CommMENCEMENL ..........cccoererererereiererenenens 7:20
Baarda, Bonnie

Kingdom SeekersGirls Clubof North America........... 1121
Besteman, Art

Bible Study, A Spiritual Must.. [T o 0

God'sPeople, My Parish..........ccccooviiineininc s 7:31
Bruinsma, Wilbur

Educating Our Children...........coceevreeeneienenencens 7:4;8:12
Blauw, Richard

Observationsof Synod 2002...........cccveeveeerereeerennens 6:11
Danhof, Ralph J.

TheGodsThat Failed...........coonrnnnnrnnnnnereseneens 111
DeGr aaf, Ed

RY S Convention DrawsMorethan 500 Attendess........ 9:16
Dennison, JamesT., Jr.

Athanasius, the Son of God and Salvation...............9:14

Dykstra, Swandel

Faithto MoveMountains............ccovvvveenenvnnn. 9017
Edouard, Patrick

Where, OMan, ISYOUr TrUSE?......ccuveeeeee e veeenans 1.2

Ellens, Laurie
INGOdAIONE.......ccoviviieiiieeeeevnire e e e 91T

Freswick, Casey

The Changing Face of Liberalism...........ccccccvvvennne. 2:3
Groenendyk, Jan

TheSnareof Misdirected Pity........cccccecvcvevvenennn. 114
Haan,DowR.,Sr.

The Doctrine of the Antithesis..........cccoveivienienne 7:11

TheKingly Officeof Elder..........ccceeeeeennennl .. 10:22
Harms, Fritz

TheChristian: God’'sDelight........cccveeevrrrcerereneenenes 4:2

Hossink, Kevin
SkdetonsintheClosetof God...........c..vevceeennn2n 1152

Hyde, Danid
LiftUpYOUr HEarS. ... .o e e e 0000802

lida, CorneliusK.
TheTestimony of aConverted Japanese............cce..... 5:17

Joling, Todd
Work: Curseor Calling?...........cccocvevivvvineeennoent...8:8

Julien, Jerome
Book Reviews
D. Alcock, Spanish Brothers: A Tale of the Sixteenth

CONUNY oo ssssesnseenens 6:20
D. Engelsma, Reformed Education: the Christian
School asDemand of the Covenant ...............c....... 6:19
H. Hoeksema, Behold, He Cometh! An Exposition of the
Book of Revelation .........cc.veeveeneeineenensineneeneseinens 6:22
H. C. Hoeksema,Unfolding Covenant History; An
Exposition of the Old Testament [Vol. 1and 2] ..... 6:21

HermanusKnoop, ATheatrein Dachau................. 8:23
A Kuyper, Particular Grace: a Defense of God's

Sovereignty in Salvation ..........ccevvereeeevereseeenens 6:20
W. O. Rhind,Hubert Ellerdale: A Tale of the Days of
L 1) 1T 6:20
C.VanRijswijk, Abraham's Sacrifice........cocoveveerennn. 6:21
Index - VolumeLl (2000).......coceeevrermeereermerreersesneessessessesseees 7:13
Kistemaker, Simon J.
SONG Of ASCENES, A .ot eenes 6:2
Kloosterman, Peter
Liturgy Of Life, The ..t sssesseseeees 34
Kuiken, Richard J.
NeedsWhich Our WivesNeed Met at Home..... 5:4; 6:4; 7:9
Kuiper, R. B.
Scriptureonthe Anthithesis......c.vvveccercereeeerseenns 2:13
Lankheet, Randal
JesuslsAliveand Well - Reigning Over Planet Earth ... 5:2
Larson,Mark J.
Openness Theology: What Shall WeThink?............... 7.21
Marcusse, Edward J.
God'sPeople, My Parish ..........ccccovevvvcveenneeneneneenns 6:17
Merwin, Ancil

FocusngonThanks.............c.oveveineeeeeeeenennn.. 1002

January, 2003

13




Mur phy, Paul Vos, Brian
Danger of An Uncontrolled Self .................. 3:2 NOtA SQUAEINCN .. 1.4
Like Apples of Gold in Settings of Silver ..... 1:20 Wessdling, Jay A.
Nymeyer, Bradd Our Father in Heaven and Earthly Fathers...........cccuu...... 6:3
ClasssSummary - ClassisSouthwest US..................... 10:15  \wunnink. Dick
Oord, Wybren [0 2 S = T 4:20
ClasssSummary - ClasssMichigan..........ccceeveenn.... 10:14 Idam’sDoctrineaf God ........cceeeevererereeneereeeeseneneens 1:15
Congantine: Christianor Politician?...........coccvvveineenen. 5:8 JESUSINTNEKOTaN ... 320
God'sPeople, My Parish.......cccccovvevrerenene. 2:23,4:22;10:21 Martyrdom .........ccvvvnvirienensssesnsssne s e e eeeeeee 1117
Perkins. Tim QU an (KOran), Th....eeeeeeeereeeeiseeseseeessessesssssssssessensenns 2:8
WOrdto HUSHandS, A .........ceveeieererecneeireseesseieesesesaneeens 6:6  Young,EdwardJ.
Royall, DennisR. God'sInfalibleWord..........ccccoeeevrveiceerscererreeens 37
Desringa“CleanHeart” ........ooeveevvenecnecneenereeveeeneenes 72  Zylstra,Mark
Sittema, John Alleged Problems with a Literal Interpretation of Fhe
Pastoring With 8PUIPOSE ........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeee 514 Creation ACCOUNE .......cocrerererererereserese s 512
Strewart, Mark
Who Diesfor aLost SON?.......cceveveeveeenensineneesineneee e 9:2
Tangelder, Johan .
Johan Herman Bavink (1895-1964) ..o 44 Articles
Who ControlstheWesather ... evenn. . 10011
Tuininga, Cecil
COSOf DI&)beylngGOd’SWOl’d,The ............................ 7:23 A”eged Problems Wlth a theral Interpretatlon Of the
Tuininga, Jelle Creation Account, M. Zylstra.........ccccoeciiiininiinns 5:12
LookingBacK ......c.eeeveerreneenns 1:10; 3:13;5:6; 7:7,9:19; 11.8 Anniversary Tribute, An, ANONYMOUS ... 913
Tuinstra, Wm. Jason . .

Shepherding the Flock of God Through Continuing Atgana_s us, ;he Son of God and Salvation, Jamegl'l;r
0 070> (o] (RPN 10:4 B :
Vanden Einde, Harlan BibleStudy: A Spiritual Must, A. Besteman................... 84

Brief Look atthe Agenda, A ........oovneneneeneeneeneeneenenn. 6:9  Brief Look attheAgenda, A, H. Vanden Einde................ 6:9
Vander Hart,Mark Changing Faceof Liberaism, The, C. Freswick .............. 2:3
Creating God'sKingdom ........cmenmer e neennennnen . 9:8 Christian: God's Ddliaht. E. H 42
Vander Laan, Jack L. ristian; God'sDelight, F. Harms...........cccceveveevrvnene. :
Some Distinctive Aspectsof Rurd Evangdlism............... 49  ClasssSummary - ClassisMichigan, W.Oord........... 10:14
Vander Meer, Dave ClassisSummary - Classis Southwest US, B. Nymeyer ... 10:15
Teen Scene: Buy What? .. ..86 P ST )
Teen Scene: Let's Get R eady to Rumble .................... 48 Constantine: Christian or Politician?, W. Oord................. 5:8
Teen Scene: Protected .. ..10.9  Cost of Disobeying God'sWord, The, C. Tuininga.......... 7:23
Van Overloop, Ron Creating God'sKingdom, M. Vander Hart ........................9:8
KINANESS ..ottt 2:2 Danger of An Uncontrolled Selif, P. Murphy .............. 392
Van Regenmor ter, John o . i _
Why the Message of the Reformation is Meaningless to Desiringa“CleanHeart”, D. Royal ..........cccoevvvecvrereennne. 7:2
Modern Men andWOmEN ..........ccvvereeeneneinseneeneseneee oo 95  Doctrineof theAntithesis, The, D. R. Haan, . .......o........ 711
Venema, Cornélis, P Educating Our Children, W. Bruinsma..................... 7:4;8:12
‘New PerspectiveonPaul’ .......... 8:15;9:21;10:16; 11:11 ) )
Mld_Amerlca: AnAcademy Wlth aVocanonaI Alm FﬂthtO MO\/eMOUﬂtanS, S. Dykﬂl’a ......................... 917
.............................................................................. 1:18;2:19 FocusngonTha]kS’AMe-W|n102
Reformed Evangelism: “Electionandthe* Free Offer’ of the ) _
e = D 3:16; 4:16; 5:20; 6:14: 7:26 Folk Idam, D.WUNNINK ..o 4:20
o—
14 The Outlook —J=



God'sInfalibleWord, E. J.YOUNQ .......cccoveerererrerneeererenennens 3.7
God'sPeople, My Parish, A. Besteman ...........ccccceeeuenee. 7:31
God'sPeople, My Parish, E. Marcusse............ccceveeenee. 6:17
God'sPeople, My Parish, W. Oord.............. 2:23;4:22;10:21
Kingdom Seekers Girls' Club of North America, B. Baarda
....................................................................................... 11:21
INnGodAlone, L. Ellens..........nnnccnineinceeeeen. 917
InMemory of Rev. ClarenceWerkema..........ccoeeeee.o.... 10:10
Irenaeusof Lyons, J. Dennison ............c.cceeevecenenen. 1159
Islam’s Doctrine of God, D. Wunnink ............cccceeevee. 1:15
Jesusinthe Koran, D. WUNNINK ..o 320
Jesus IsAlive and Well - Reigning Over Planet Earth, R.
LANKNEEL ... 5:2
Johan Herman Bavink (1895-1964), J. Tangdlder ................. 44
Kindness, R. Van OVerloop .......ccccvvereeeeennenenssseessenesennenens 2:2
Kingly Officeof Elder, The, D. Haan, S. .......cccoceveeene.... 10:22
LiftUpYour Hearts, D. Hyde. ......ccccovrvemerereereveneeneene e 82
LikeApplesof Goldin Settingsof Silver, Murphy, P.......... 1:20
Liturgy of Life, P KIooSterman ..........ccocccveereeeneeeneenessenenenns 34
LookingBack, J. Tuininga........... 1:10; 3:13;5:6; 7:7;9:19; 11:8
Martyrdom, D.WUNNINK' ...........oonim e, 11:17
Mid-America: An Academy with aVocational Aim, C. P.
VENEMAL....eeireeieserei e 1:18;2:19
Mid-AmericaReformed Seminary Celebrates Seventeenth
COMMENCEMENT .....cvreeeeeeereee e sessesessessesenaes 720
Needs Which Our Wives Need Met at Home, R. Kuiken
............................................................................... 54;6:4,7:9
‘New Perspectiveson Paul’, C. Venema
................................................................ 815;9:21;10:16; 11:11
NotA SquarelInch, B.VOS........ccvrnnnesreeneseeeieeneieenas 14
Observationson Synod 2002, R. BlaUW ........c.ceeeeereriecenenns 6:11
Openness Theology: What Shall We Think?, M.J. Larson
...................................................................................... 7:21
Our Father in Heaven and Earthly Fathers, J. Wesseling
........................................................................................ 6:3
Pastoring With aPurpose, J. Sittema........cccocoeernnerenenen. 5:14
Qur’an (Koran), The, D. WUNNINK ........ccccevvverieerinninns 2:8
Reformed Evangelism - “ Election and the * Free Offer’ of the
Gogpd”, C.PVenema........ccccneen. 3:16; 4:16; 5:20; 6:14; 7:26

RY S Convention Draws More than 500 Attendees, E.

DEGIEES ....ovvueereeeereeineetreesseessesssssssssssesssssssssssesssesssesssssseees 9:16
Scripture on the Antithesis, R. B. Kuiper .................. 2:13
Shepherding the Flock of God Through Continuing

Education, WM. J. TUINSIA. ... 10:4
Skeletonsinthe Closet of God, K. Hossink ................... 11:2
Snareof Misdirected Pity, The, J. Groenendyk ............. 114
Some Distinctive Aspects of Rural Evangelism, J. Vander

LBAN oottt 4:9
Song of Ascents, S. KistemaKer .......c.vcvveeuveeevereneenersenenenns 6:2
Sound Bites

17,2215 3114, 4:14, 5:23; 6:23; 7:29, 8:21; 9:4; 10:23; 11:23
Teen Scene: Buy What?!, D. Vander Meer .......cooevveeieenns 8.6
Teen Scene: Let's Get Ready to Rumble, D. Vander Meer

........................................................................................... 4:8
Teen Scene: Protected, D. Vander Meer .......coeeveneene 10:9
Testimony of aConverted Japanese, C. lida.................... 5:17
TheGodsThat Failed, R. Danhof ............cccoorviveecciienene 111
Where, O Man, IsYour Trust, P. Edouard ...........c.cocoeeunne. 1.2
Who ControlstheWesather, J. Tangelder .................. 10:11

WhoDiesforalLost Son?, M. Stewart .......ccccceevveverenenn.. 9:2

Why the Message of the Reformation is Meaningless to
Modern Men and Women, J. Van Regenmorter ............. 9:5

Wordto Husbands, A, T. PErKiNS.........cccverenerneneeneeesenenns 6:6
Work: Curseor Cdling?, T. Joling ... . ...oovvevenncnenenee ... 8:8

Subjects

ALLAH

Idam’sDoctrine of God, D. Wunnink............ccccceeeveunee. 1:15

ANTITHESS

Doctrineof theAntithesis, The, D. R. Haan, Sr................. 7:11

Scripture ontheAntithesis, R. B. KUiper..........cocceveenne. 2:13

ATHANASUS

Athanasius, the Son of God and Salvation, James T.
= 0101 o T PP 9:14

BAVINK,JOHANH.

Johan Herman Bavink (1895-1964), J. Tangel der................ 4.4

January, 2003

15




BIBLE

BibleStudy: A Spiritud Mugt, A. Beteman.......................84
God's Infallible Word, E. J. Young.........ccccceveveenn e 357

DUNN,JAMESD.G.

The New Perspectives on Paul - The Contribution of James
D.GDunn,C.Venama.........cooeveveeeerncnennnenenneno2 . 41011

Qur’an (Koran), The, D. Wunnink...........cccccevvreennnne. 210 EASTER
ScriptureontheAntithesis, R. B. KUIPES......c.cooevevrenne 2:13 . ,
P P Chrigtian: God'sDdlight, F. Harms.........ccccveevvereneveeereeinnnns 4:2
BUDDISM
Testi faC ted C.lid 5:17 ELDERS
imony of a Conver anese, C. lida............... : ,
y Jap God's People, My Parish, W. Oord.............ceernn.ee. 10:21
Kingly Officeof Elder, The, D. Haan, Sr..........................10:22
CALVIN, JOHN Pastoring With aPurpose, J. Sittema...........cccccevveeenee. 5:14
Mid-America: An Academy with aVocational Aim, C. P. Shepherding the Flock of God Through Continuing
VENEIMEAL ..ttt 2:19 Education, Wm. J. TUINSITA, ......cooeunernrereeneereeneeneenieneee s 104
Re(fsormed ECvaFT%/eI ism- “Election andthe‘ Free Offer’ of6 t;]j EVANGEL ISV
OFE”, C. P VENEMAL......coeereeereresesee e X
Looking Back, J. Tuininga.... ..11:8
CALLING Reformed Evangelism - “ Electlon andthe FreeOffer of the
Looking Back, J. TUININGA.......ccerrererererirererererenenens 1:10; 3:13 Gospd”, C.RVenema.......cccceeeenee 3:16; 4:16; 5:20; 6:14; 7:26
Work: Curseor Cdling?, T. Joling........ccoceevivivreneene......8:8 - Some Distinctive Aspects of Rural Evangelism, J. Vander
CHRIST - [SeeJESUSCHRIST] L BN i 4:9
EXISTENTIALISM
CHRISTMAS TheGods That Failed, R. Danhof 111
Skeletonsinthe Closet of God, K. Hossink....................11:2 01008 BIE R DBMNO v '
FATHERS
CHRISTIANEDUCATION Our FatherinH d Earthly Fathers, J. Wesseli
ur er in Heaven and Ear ers, J. in
Educating Our Children, W. Bruinsma..................... 7:4;8:12 y 96'3
Klngdc()jm Seekers Girls' Club of North America, ZB Who Diesforalost Son?, M. Stewart........ccocevivninenn .. 9:2
_Baar e — IR s e 11:21 Word to Husbands, A, T. PErKiNS......ooooooooooooooo 66
Mid-America: An Academy with aVocational Aim, C. P.
VENEIMAL ..ottt sesees 1:18;2:19 FAMILY
NOtA Squarelnch, B. VOS.......ccccveeuneeererensenesenesssnssessssseeens 1:4  NeedsWhich Our Wives Need Met at Home, R. Kuiken
CHRISTIANLIVING o Fth ..... H ................ dEthIFth ....... ste;lf4, 79
ur er in Heaven and Ear ers, J. in
Chrigian: God'sDélight, F. Harms........cccoveevevereeneceneenenns 4.2 y 96'3
Desiringa“Clean Heart”, D. Royall """""""""""""""""""" 7.2 WordtoHusbands, A, T. PErKINS........ccooevennensneeneneneens 6:6
Song of Ascents, S. Kistemaker.........cccceeuveennee. 6:2
TeenScene: Buy What?!, D. Vander Meer........cveeeveereecenee. g6  FREEOFFER'OFSALVATION
Teen Scene: Let'sGet Ready to Rumble, D. Vander Meer...4:8  Reformed Evangelism - “Election and the Free Offer’ of the
Teen Scene: Protected, D. Vander Meer........coeevvenenee 10:9 Gospd”, C. P Vengma................ 3:16; 4:16; 5:20; 6:14; 7:26
CHRISTIANREFORMED CHURCH FRUITSOFTHESPIRIT
Brief Look at theAgenda, A, H. Vanden Einde.............. 6:9  Danger of AnUncontrolled Self, P. Murphy.........cccccvvenene. 3.2
Observationson Synod 2002, R. Blauw..........cccceveeenee. 6:11  Kindness, R. Van Overloop.........coverreeeeernerenesssseesenesenenenns 2:2
COMMUNICATION GOD
NeedsWhich Our WivesNeed Met at Home, R. Kuiken.....7:9 Islam’s Doctrine of God, D. Wunnink............c.cccc..... 1:15
CONSTANTINE Openness Theology: What Shall We Think?, M.J.
. _ e [T o o PP 7:21
Congtantine: Chrigtian or Politician?, W. Oord............cc.u.... 5:8
HOMOSEXUALISM
CREATION TheSnareof Misdirected Pity, J. G k 11:4
e Snare of Misdir ,J. Groenendyk................ :
Alleged Problems with a Literal Interpretation of the RS dy
Creation Account, M. ZyIStra........cccoeeenverernernnenenennns 5:12 INDEX
Creating God'sKingdom, M. Vander Hart........................9:8  Index-VolumeLl (2001), J. JUli€N.......cccrvrrrerrrrremerrnereesreeenes 7:13
DISCIPLINE INFALLIBILITY
Pastoring With aPurpose, J. Sittema.........c.ccccvvveeeenenne. 5:14  God'sInfdlibleWord, E. J. YOUNG.......c.coovrureeiveerenseneeneeerenes 3.7
o—
16 The Outlook —J=



IRENAEUS
Irenaeusof Lyons, J. Dennison..............cceeveveveeneenn 119
ISLAM

LOVE
NeedsWhichWivesNeed Met At Home, R. Kuiken......... 6.4
The Snareof Misdirected Rity, J. Groenendyk ................ 114

Who Diesfor aLost Son?, M. Stewart .......cccceeevvevnrnn.. 9:2

Folk Iam, D. WUNNINK........ccoovnirrrnecsereeee s 4:20
Isdam’sDoctrineof God, D. WUnnink............ccccoeeveunen. 1:15 ~MARTYRDOM
Jesus in the Koran, D. Wunnink..............ccccveeunen. 3:20 Martyrdom, D.WUNNINK' ..o e 11:17
Ma‘tyrdom, D.WUNNINK. ... e 11:17 MEDITATIONS
ur’ an (Koran), The, D. WUNNINK...........cccoernnennnninenes 2:8 - ,
Q ( ) Chrigian: God'sDelight, F. Harms.......c.coovevereneereereereenennens 4.2
JESUSCHRIST Danger of An Uncontrolled Sdif, P Murphy .........ccccceveeeee. 3.2
Jesus IsAlive and Well - Reigning Over Planet Earth, R. Desiringa“Clean Heart”, D. Royall .........ccccvevvvvivinnnnns 7.2
Lankheet.......ccvvviiieei e 5:2  FocusngonThanks A.MeWin..........c.covveeenvinenenns. 10:2
CROSS Jesus IsAlive and Well - Reigning Over Planet Earth, R.
Isdam’sDoctrine of God, D. Wunnink................ 1:16 LanKhEEL.......coverreirerereeceree e 5:2
JesusintheKoran, D. Wunnink............cccc.e...... 3:20 Kindness, R. Van Overloop.......c.cccveeeverevenesenesesesenenens 2:2
DIETY LiftUpYour Heartd, D. Hyde........cocoevvvecccveire e vveeeenn 812
Athanasius, the Son of God and Salvation, James  Song of Ascents, S. Kistemaker..........ccccccevevivveeenee 6:2
T.DeNNISON, J.....oveeeireeirereieereeiseeieeseieeseee e 9:14  Where, O Man, IsYour Trust, P. Edouard..................... 1:2
JesusintheKoran, D. Wunnink..............cccceueune. 320 WhoDiesforalLost Son?, M. Stewart ........cocoveevveeneee .. 9:2
GENEOLOGY _ MID-AMERICA REFORMED SEMINARY
Skeletonsinthe Closet of God, K. Hossink ... 11:2 . . . , .
HUMANITY Mid-America: An Academy with a Vocational Aim, C. P
- VENEIMA ..ot 1:18;2:19
Irenaeusof Lyons, J. Dennison ...........ccccceeeene. 11:9 ’
LORDSHIP YOS, Mid-AmericaReformed Seminary Celebrates Seventeenth
NOtA SQUAEINCH, B.VOS....oeoreererseesoes 1:4 COmMMENCEMENT ...t seseensaeens 7:20
VIRGINBIRTH MINISTRY
JesusintheKoran, D.WUNNINK........coooovvrn. 320 LookingBack, J. TUININGA..............coeeeeeee 1:10; 3:13; 5:6; 7:7
JUDAISM Mid-America: An Academy with aVocational Aim, C. P
Introducing the‘ New Perspectiveson Paul’, C. Venema..8:15 VENEMAL. ..ot 1:18
JUSTIFICATION MISSIONS
; ‘ ; ' X Johan Herman Bavink (1895-1964), J. Tangelder............... 4:4
Introducing the New Perspectiveson Paul’, C. Venema...8:15 ) ;

J + Reformed Evangelism - “ Election and the ‘ Free Offer’ of the
KINDNESS Gospd”, C.P Venema......cocvveneee. 3:16; 4:16; 5:20; 6:14; 7:26
Kindness, R. Van Overloop ......ccoveveeveevcreesenreseseesseeens 2.2  Tegimony of aConverted Japanese, C. lida........c.ccccvueenene. 5:17
The Snareof Misdirected Fity, J. Groenendyk ............... 14 NEWAGE
KINGDOM SEEKERS Changing Faceof Liberdism, The, C. FreswicK .........ccveuene. 2:3
Kingdom Seekers Girls' Club of North America, B. NEW YEAR

Baarda.........cooeviiiiiiiii 11:21 . ) :
Educating Our Children, W. Bruinsma..........cccoeveveveeererenes 75
KNOTT,REV.EDWARD J. Where, OMan, IsYour Trugt, P Edouard..........ccocoveerecenenes 1.2
AU IYE 2§ (o V(P ———- i K N N T TR TS V|
KORAN TheGods That Failed, R. DANNOF ..o 111
JesusintheKoran, D. WUNNINK ..o 320 OPENNESSTHEOLOGY
ur’ an (Koran), The, D.WUNNINK ... 2:8 .
Q ( ) Openness Theology: What Shall We Think?, M.J. Larson
LIBERALISM ettt 7.21
Changing Faceof Liberdism, The, C. FreswicK .........ccvuuene. 23 ORIGINAL SIN
LITURGY JesusintheKoran, D. WUNNINK ... 3:20
Liturgy of Life, P KIOOSEMaN..........ccvvenmeenerneeneeneineeeneeneanne 34  PASTORAL WORK
Looking Back, J. TUININGA. .. .ccvveereereeereereeerseneene s e e e e e 029119 ,
g 9 God'sPeople, My Parish, A. Besteman..........cccoceeveervecenn. 7:31
God'sPeople, My Parish, E. Marcusse.........cccovevevererenene. 6:17
January, 2003 17




God'sPeople, My Parish, W.O0rd..........ccccovereeeneenenns 2:23,4:22
Pastoring With aPurpose, J. Sittema..........cccccevveneenee. 5:14
PAUL, THEAPOSTLE

‘New PergpectivesonPaul’, C. Venema.............8:15; 9:21; 10:16
The New Perspectives on Paul - The Contribution of James

D.G DUNN, C.VENEIMAL. ... ... cooeeeeereeeeeseeeniseeseeseine e e
PRAYER
Looking Back, J. TUININGA......c.ceerereererererearessessessssessessesssnenns 5:6
PREACHING
Mid-America: An Academy with aVocational Aim, C. P
VENEIMA.....coiiiirerirerire e 2:19
Looking Back, J. TUININGAL.......cveererereererrereseressessereseesssnenens 5:6

Why the Message of the Reformation is Meaningless to
Modern Men and Women, J. Van Regenmorter ...............9:5

REFORMATION

Introducing the New Perspectiveson Paul’, C. Venema..8:15
Who Diesfor aLost Son?, M. Stewart.....................9:2
Why the Message of the Reformation is Meaningless to

‘SURSUM CORDA’

LiftUpYour Hearts, D. Hyde.......cccovvvrerrerreeercereerereen e 82
THANKSGIVING

FocusngonThanks, A.Mewin.............ccoceveeenennnn. 10:2
TIME

NeedsWhich Our WivesNeed Met at Home, R. Kuiken......5:4
TOLERANCE

The Snare of Misdirected Pity, J. Groenendyk................ 114
TRINITY

Islam’s Doctrine of God, D. Wunnink...................... 1:16
TRUST

Where, O Man, IsYour Trust, P. Edouard..................... 1:2
TRUTH

Teen Scene: Buy What?!, D. Vander Megr.......ccvvvevcenes 8.6

UNITED REFORMED CHURCHESINNORTH
AMERICA

Classis Summary - ClassisMichigan, W. Oord........... 10:15

Modern Men and Women, J. Van Regenmorter................ 95  ClassisSummary - Classis Southwest US, B. Nymeyer...10:15
REFORMEDFAITH WEATHER
LikeApplesof Goldin Settingsof Silver, Murphy, P......... 120 Who ControlstheWesther, J. Tangelder..................... 10:11
REFORMED FELLOWSHIP WERKEMA,REV.CLARENCE
LikeApplesof Goldin Settingsof Silver, Murphy, P.......1:120  InMemory of Rev. ClarenceWerkema..............oeveeneeee.. .10:10
Sound Bites WIVES
......... 1.7,2:11; 3:14; 4:14; 5.23; 6:23; 7:29; 821, 9:4; 10:23; 11:23 ] i ]
Needs Which Our Wives Need Met at Home, R. Kuiken
REFORMED YOUTH SERVICES 5:4: 6:4: 7-9
FaithtoMoveMountains, S.Dykstra....c..c.ovvvvnennnenn 9:.17 WOMEN SORDINATION
INGodAlong L.EIlens.........ccccoviiicec e 917 ) ) , o _
RYS Convention Draws More than 500 Attendees, E. Cost of DIS)b@]I ng God'sWord, The, C. Tuininga............ 7:23
DTS Ty 916  Observationson Synod 2002, R BIAUW w.o.vvvvevvsvvsvvssens 6:13
RIGHTEOUSNESS WORK
Teen Scene: Protected. D.Vander Mesr ..o 109  Work: Curseor Calling?, T.Joling. .. .ccovvvvennnrceiinneen .88
SANDERS,E. P WORLDLINESS
The New Perspective on Paul - The Contribution of E. P. Teen Scene: Buy What?!, D. Vander Meer.......oovvceveenenn 8.6
Sanders, C. VENEIMAL. . ... 9:21;10:16  WORSHIP
The New Perspectives on Paul - The Contribution of Jarr_les Cost of Disobeying God'sWord, The, C. Tuininga............ 7:23
D.GDUNN, C.VENEMA. .....covrereeesessesesesessssssern s e 111 Lift Up Your Hearts, D. Hyde ........................... 8:2
SCIENCE Liturgy of Life, P Kloosterman...........ccoecevveeevvcnenninns 34
The Gods That Failed, R. DANOF ..o 1:11  Songof Ascents, S KiSlemaker..........cccovvivssvvvvissssnn 6:2
SELF-CONTROL YOUTH
Danger of An Uncontrolled Self, P Murphy............ccoco.uee.... 32  FathtoMoveMountains S.Dykstra.............ooonn 917
SEPTEMBER 11. 2001 InGodAlone, L. Ellens.........cooiiiiiiiiininiieeeen, 9:17
' Kingdom Seekers Girls' Club of North America, B. Baarda
Creating God'sKingdom, M. Vander Hart.................. 08 11:21
Where, OMan, IsYour Trust, P. Edouard...............c...... 1:2  RYS Convention Draws More than 500 Attendees, E.
(DS = R 9:16
o—
18 The Outlook —J=



Teen Scene: Let'sGet Ready toRumble, D. Vander Megr...4:8  PSAIMA4B.......ooovceiieviccercee et se s sesens 1.4
TeenScene: Protected, D. Vander Meer................oow. 109 PSAMATL 20 9:8
PSAMBL:10........cicccciee st se e b senas 72
Book Reviews L= 10 0 2SS 84
Abraham'’s Sacrifice, C. Van Rijswijk [J. Julien] ................. 621  PSAMT736-9. .. e 8:10
Bd]o|d, HeCometh! An Exposn on of theBook of Revd ati on, Psalm £35S T T 8:12
H. Hoeksemal[J. JUlien] ... 6:22  PSAMO0L.... ..o ses s sessessssessaes e 9:8
Hubert Ellerdale: A Taleof the Daysof Wycliffe, W.O.Rhind  Psalm90:17......cccccoverreeeeereeereeeseersessseessesssessessssessssssnnee o 812
[J..\hllen] e R §:20 PSAMOBL. 2. oo 98
Particular Grace: a.Defenseof God's Sovereignty in Salvation, [ [ R A T T 9.8
PN T/ o g N 1= o 6:20 P 106:34.36 114
Reformed Education: the Christian School as Demand of the m ................................................................... .
Covenant, D. Engel sma[J. Juli en] ........................... 6:19 Psalm T119:103, 105.. . . oo seeen e 85
Spani sh Brothers: A Taleof the Sixteenth Century, D.Alcock Lo [ 1 C TS 6:2
0 U= o | 6:20  PsalM139:21, 22.....coeeeeeeeeeere ettt 2:17
Unfolding Covenant History; An Exposition of the Old  PsAm145:1, 10-13......ccovvecnerrererstenesese s esesssssessseenens 9.8
Testament - Vol. 1and 2, H. C. Hoeksema[J. Julien] ......6:21  proyerhs13:6........oooooooeooeeeooeoeoeoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 10:9
Proverbs24:30, 31... ... ssssssssenne s 0 8:10
ProVErDS25: 1.ttt besssssenns 7:10
. ProverbS25:28.........coeveiveenereeersene s essssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssenns 3.2
Scripture References PHOVES 2715, 79
1SAIAN 29:13.....cee e 2:14
. (= ! 2010 2:2
GENEISLL.... bbb s b e s 9:9 )
. [SAANBAB......eeeeeercete s 74
GENESISL:DA. .. 5:13 )
. NS (= 1 TE g1 G I A 73
GENEIISLIZ2B.....cr e s e e 89 .
. EZEKiE 18:23.......co e 4.17
GENEIISZ:2. ..ottt e s s e 89 )
. s (L= IR 50 T 4:18
GENEIISZIAD.... e e 89 .
. EZEKi€l 36:20.......ccceeeieiceeee e 2:15
GENESIS2:18-25......coi s 5:4; 8.9 .
_ A= o) 47 g = B0 It AR 4.2
GENEIIS3AS.... s 14,711
. MAtNBW B:24........eeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeee e 7:11
GENESIS3A6-19.... o 8:10
. MAEhEW 7:13, T4h....eeeeeeeeece et erse s 7:11
GENEIIST ... s e 10:13
[0 N LS5 72 o 92
Deuteronomy 5:29.........ccenereerese e 4:17
N 0101 1 0 25 2:13
Deuteronomy 6:6, 7........cocerererererererisesisesesesesisesesesesesee e e 813
01 T 20 TN 83
Deuteronomy 19:11-13.....ccooiireeeeereree e 11:4
JONNISIT8......eceieceeee e s 7:11
N 01 010 = 1< 85
JONN 15:19, 20.....cceiiiieciieeeeeeee et 2:17
PSAM LiLetts ettt s 2:14
N o]0 I £ 811
PSAMIB:29.......coecetee et anna 7:31
ACES2:34-36......oeeeeeeeereee ettt 5.2
PSAIM20:7 ...ttt e 1.2
ROMANST1:19, 20.... ..ot seeesesaeea e e e 9.9
PSAM24:10.... .ot e e 8:2
ROMANSLL:36.......oceeceeee e 1.6
PSAM25:1..... e ettt asast et s e 8:2
ROMANS12:19... .o 1 11:18
[ Tt 1:4 o
| COriMhiaNSD:24-27 ...ttt esaes 33
PSAM 3418ttt sssssssses s s e e e 84
January, 2003 19




| CorinthiaNS13:4-8.......covveereiireireereree e 6:5
| CorinthiaNS13:LL......coeeeeeereereeeieeseerese e 7:3
| CorinthianS15:58....... oo 8:11;9:12
[1 CorinthianNS4:8-10.... . .c.evurreerreeeerreeeeereeeersesseeseeesese e e o 11:19
[ COrNtNIANSS: 17 ...t 2:17
[1 CorinthianSB:14-18..........ccveeeeereereireeeeeneiseiseeseeseiss e 2:16
1 CorinthiaNSL0:5.......coveeereereeireeeesee e 1.6
GAEIANS2:15-16........ .o ssseesseessesee s 11:13
GAEIANS3L0-14.. ..o eesnee 11:14
GAEiaNS5:16-22..........oveereereireireireesee et 3:2
EPhESaNSA:25-27......cooveveeereevrereereeestssssessssssssssssssssssssssssenns 79
0] 01 S ST 0 2:14
Ephesians5:15, 16........ccocvvereeneeinereresasieesesesssssssesesessssses 5:5
EPhesians5:25-33........ccveeeeerrereeresesisesnessssssssssssensssssssssseenns 6:5
0] 01 ST 1Y 0 8:12
EPhesianSB:12.......ccouvveveeereereireneeeeesseseeseseeseenens 1:4;2:13,7:11
PhilippianS4:19..... .o sessesesssssssssssssne e e e 112
PhilippianS4:11-13.. ..coooeceeceeretseeeeesessesesssssssessssessssens s e 111

ColOSTANS B A2......ce e 2:2
ColOSTANSS:19...... et ss s ssaees 6:5
COlOSTANST22-24......coeeerreireeiseeiseeisesesss s s e 811
Y0001 10:5
| TIMOhY B:12......cecveeececrecete e 4.8
HTIMOthY 3:16, 17.... oot senssesenes 85
HTTIMOtNY 3:16......eceeceeeeieereesee et eesenen 3.8
TIUS 35, ettt 7:3
JAMEST:Z-6....coveeree s 79
[ PEIEN it 6:6
[PELEr 3:15.... e e e 8:6
[ PELEN 5:8.....eieeec s 1:4
[ PELE B:12......coceeeecee s 711
[T PEIEN 310 521
I o] 1 1 OO 711
FIONN 54 2:18
Revelations6:9, 10.........coueerrrrereneeree e 2:18

This picture begs for a caption.
How about about Nehemiah 13:16-187?
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formed circles today would find
themselves and their church in the
32% bracket.

The late professor R.B. Kuiper
wrote some fifty years ago in his
book entitled, The Glorious Body
of Christ asfollows:
Today the glory of the
churchisthinly veiled. Itis
no exaggeration to assert
that in the main, it (the
Church) presents a picture
of advanced decadence and
extreme feebleness.

This statement proved to be pro-
phetic in light of the changes that
took place during the next fifty
years. Many were the uncertain
sounds which were emanating
fromour Synods, ranging onissues
such as Creation vs. Evolution,
Women in the Offices of the
Church, Conditional Membership
for Gay and L eshians, Discontinu-
ance of a Common Liturgy, and
referring to God as Feminine
“She’.

These issues al stem from a mea-
sureof unbelief and rebellion. They
are contrary to the Scriptures and
born out of compromise, inan effort
to bring love and unity within the
church.

The Scripturesinform usthat:
If the trumpet give an
uncertain sound who will
prepare himself to battle (1
Corthinthians 14:8).

Jesus said:
Sanctify them through the
word, for thy word is truth
(John 17:17).

Solomon was a man to whom God
gave exceeding wisdom and under-
standing. Hiswisdom excelled the

wisdom of all the children of the
East and the wisdom of Egypt, for
hewaswiser then all men (I Kings
4:29-31). Solomonwrote:
My son fear thou the Lord
and theking, and meddle not
with those who are given to
change (Proverbs 24:21).

Our forefathers cameto this coun-
try (North America) to escape the
liberal dictates and persecution of
the Netherlands State Church.
They felt it incumbent to serve God
according to their consciences, and
to preservethepurity of their faith.

For the same reason we find today
that individuals have been leaving
the Christian Reformed Church and
establishing independent churches,
banding together to form a new
denomination, namely the United
Reformed Churches in North
America.

Sincewe have seen that peopleare
inclined to change, the URCNA
should be doubly on guard to protect
our Reformed Doctrines. We must
not permit history repest itself and
have these very same doctrineswe
sought to preserve taken away from
us yet again.

Our federation hasonly beenin ex-
istence afew years. Already our
last Synod was presented with an
unorthodox version of the creation
story called the “Framework
Theory”. Basically the theory de-
niestheliteral six twenty-four hour
days, asrevealed in the scriptures.

Sound familiar?

It's the same old story all over
again. God apparently misspoke
himself when He referred to days!

Following a lengthy discussion

Synod voted to reject the proposal.
However, it was not a unanimous
vote. Can we infer from this vote
that we have ministers and elders
in our federation who do not agree
with our doctrinal stand on creation?
Already we may be a house di-
vided against itself.

Synod Escondido was somewhat of
the opinion that it should compro-
mise, apparently for the sake of
unity. They agreed to change, by re-
ferring to DAY as “Historical
Days’ instead to theliteral twenty-
four hour days, asrevededin Gen-
esis.

Does this compromise allow for
various interpretations, including
that for periods of time? Has
Synod, by theuse of thesingleword
“Historical” opened a Pandora’'s
box to accommodate variousinter-
pretationson creation, and hasthis
nullified our doctrinal stand onthe
subject of creation?

May we as a federation remain on
guard that the desire of our heartis
to serve the unchanging God
through obedience to His uncom-
promising Word.

Mr. Dow R. Haan Sr.isamem-
ber of the Covenant United Re-
formed Church in Kalamazoo,
Michigan. Heisaregular con-
tributor to The Outlook.
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Sound Bites

Torch and Trumpet 1969

February 1969

“No preacher is furnished to
preach simply by possessing a gift
to analyze atext and by the ability
tolay it out in verbal form! If the
word hewould preach to othershas
not first of al beentheinstrument of
hisown personal indoctrinationand
instruction unto sanctification, heis
not fit to declare it unto others.”

* k k k% %

“TheWord of God must beto us
first of dl, that Book whichwerel-
ish because here we seetheface of
God whomwelove, who hasrecon-
ciled us to Himself through Jesus
Christ.”

* * k % %

“The problem with our preach-
ingisthe shoddinessof our livesin
the realm of practical piety as ex-
pressed in domestic lifeand in our
speech.”

* k k % %

“You are never freeto beanin-
strument of blessing to your people
unlessyou arefreefrom the effects
of their smiles and their frowns.”

What's Wrong With
Preaching Today?
Albert N. Martin

M arch 1969

“All who listen to us preach for
any measure of time should cometo
theconclusion after Sitting under our
ministries, that unless they repent
and bring forth the fruits of repen-
tance, they shall perish eventhough
their heads may be packed full of

objective and correct orthodoxy.”
* k k % %
“...wearelulling our people to
sleep through our failureto set be-
fore them in a close experimental
way the marks of true faith as op-
posed to the faith of demons.”

What's Wrong With Preaching
Today?
Albert N. Martin

May 1969

“Christian action, properly con-
ceived, isalwaysreformational. It
confrontsan apostate world, under
the grip of afalse world-and-life
view and moving inthewrong direc-
tion, with the call of Christ to re-
form, to be transformed.”

A Call to Christian
Communal Action
B. J. Haan

“As Reformed Christians, we
have the message which theworld
needs. We haveto bring thisto the
people of our world, here and now.
Christianity alone has the answer.
Now, thisisn't anything new, but we
don't act asif wereally believedit.”

“For a Time Such as This’
John Zinkand

July 1969

Let’s admit: Preaching that is
truly irrelevant is not preaching at
al! It may be soothing or pleasing
or something, butit smply isn’'t Bib-
lical preaching.”

* % k % %

“If our sermonizing is sweet
rather than prophetic, a palliative
rather than serious, conversion and
repentance-demanding admonition,
then we had better get on our knees
before the Lord.”

Why Christian Reformed Youth
Are Turned Off by Present
Forms of Worship

John H. Piersma

October 1969

“...theclergy inthe CRC area
tight-knit little fraternity who look
upon each other with rose-colored
glasses. Privately they may discuss
the faults of abrother in the clergy
with candor and detail. Beforethe
public, that ison thefloor of classis
or synod, however, the same men
refuse to lift afinger toward the
discipline of afellow member of the
clergy.”

“We believethat we aretoo con-
servative to find a comfortable
home in the CRC today.”

What About CRC-RCA Merger?
GordonH. Girod

“Not only does there appear to
be a growing lack of interest in
Christian instruction - aswell asa
frightening loss of understanding of
what itisall about - but aso, more
ominously, the spirit of secularism
has infiltrated our own ranks so
successfully that by and large we
have become incapable of distin-
guishing friend from foe. What
passes for sound Christian educa-
tion is more often than not a thor-
oughly secular affair.”

The Enemy Within: Secularism
in Christian Education
John Van Dyk
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TheNew Perspective
on Paul
The Contribution of N.T. Wright (1)

November 1969

“When the sermon has lost its
meat and authority, then the pastor
needs candles, kneelings, pulpit
switching, offertory prayers with
the back to the congregation, can-
tatas that minimize sermons - any-
thing to fill up thelack of the Word
of God.”

“The answer to the problem of
the restless church and declining
attendance is not the shortening of
the sermon and filling the lag with
liturgical trappings, but istheprecise
opposite: in expounding the eternal
Word of God.”

The Underground Church
Edwin H. Palmer

Of all the authorswho are to some
extent identified with the* new per-
spective on Paul,” perhapsnoneis
as prolific or popularly known as
Nicholas Thomas (* Tom™) Wright.
Though Wright prefers not to be
identified with some monochrome
development known as “the new
perspective,” he clearly writes as
one convinced that areturn to the
older, Reformation view would be
toturn back theclock.! Inthelight
of the writings of Sanders, Dunn,
and others, Wright isconvinced that
we need to take a “fresh” look at
thebiblical, and especially Pauline,
texts, without the encumbrance of
thetraditional formulationsand con-
fessional (especially polemical)
positions of the sixteenth century.

Unlike some of the prominent au-
thors associated with the new per-
spective, Wright regardshimself as
an evangelical whose commitment
to the great tenets of Christian or-
thodoxy isunswerving. Though he
acknowledges that he no longer
seesthingsin black and whiteashe
once did, Wright affirms that he
remainsa“ deeply orthodox theolo-
gian” who wantsto present afresh
reading and defense of the gospel
to the (post-) modern world.

In 1999 Christianity Today fea-

tured Wright in an article by Tim
Stafford, who described himas“a
big-hearted, friendly bear of aman,
who lovestotalk, lovesto debateon
television, lovesto preach, and thor-
oughly enjoys being dean of
Lichfield Cathedral near Birming-
ham, England.”? Asthisdescription
suggests, Wright represents arare
combination of scholarship and
churchmanship. Not only ishethe
author of anumber of wide-ranging
studies in the New Testament
scholarship, but heisalsoan Angli-
can divinewho isdeeply committed
to theministry of the gospel within
thechurch.® In addition to hisadvo-
cacy of anew reading of the apostle
Paul, Wright isknown for his con-
tributions to New Testament stud-
iesgeneraly, and to the contempo-
rary “third quest” for the historical
Jesus. One reason Wright is re-
garded highly by many evangelicals
ishis defense of such thingsasthe
physical resurrection of Christ, and
thehistorical reliability of themain
lines of the New Testament witness
concerning Christ. Dueto Wright's
scholarly reputation and successin
advocating positions that are rela-
tively conservative by the standards
of critical scholarship, he enjoys
considerable  favor  among
evangelicals. Wright's views re-

Wright regards himself as an evangelical whose
commitment to the great tenets of Christian
orthodoxy is unswerving.
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garding Paul’s gospel and the doc-
trine of justification, therefore, are
especially appealing even within
theevangelical and Reformed com-
munity.

Wright and the “ New
Per spective’

Despite Wright's reluctance to
identify himself with anything so
monoalithic as*the new perspective
on Paul,” heis persuaded that the
writings of Sandersand other advo-
cates of anew perspective require
afresh reading of Paul. The contri-
butions of Sanders and Dunn to a
new view of Judaism and the his-
torical context for reading the New
Testament and the writings of the
apostle Paul, have alteredirrevoca
bly thelandscape of biblica studies.
Consequently, any simplereturnto
the past, particularly to the debates
and positions of the sixteenth cen-
tury Reformation, would beanirre-
sponsible approach for contempo-
rary New Testament studies. So far
as Wright is concerned, the new
approach to Pauline studiesishere
to stay. Thisistruein at least two
crucial respects.

First, Wright fully agrees with the
position of E. P. Sanders, JamesD.
G. Dunn, and other authorsidenti-
fied with the new perspective, that
Judaism at the time of the writing
of the New Testament was not a
form of legalism. Theidea, which
played such animportant, even de-
cisiverole in the Reformation un-
derstanding of the apostle Paul, that
the Judaizerstaught salvation onthe
basis of works righteousness, is
largely afiction. Sandersand others
have conclusively demonstrated
that Judai sm emphasized the grace
of God asthebasisfor hiscovenant
withlsragl. Therole of worksin Ju-

daismwasmerely oneof “maintain-
ing” the covenant relationship, and
not one of establishing the basisfor
“entrance into” fellowship with
God. Thismeansthat, whatever the
apostle Paul’s problemswith Juda
ismwere, they could not be directed
tolegalism, since we know that no
such legalism was advocated by
Judaism in Paul’s day.

Wright's endorsement of Sanders
new view of Judaism and itsimpor-
tancefor understanding Paul’sgos-
pel isunmistakable. As he putsiit,
“thetradition of Paulineinterpreta-
tion has manufactured afal se Paul
by manufacturing a false Judaism

The problem with the
Judaizer’s appeal to
the “works of the
law” was not its
legalism, Wright
insists, but its
perverted
nationalism.

for himto oppose.”# Thistradition
of Paulineinterpretation, becauseit
identifies Judaism asaform of le-
gdismthat anticipated theMedieval
Roman Catholic teaching of salva-
tion by faith plus works, fails to
identify properly the true target of
Paul’s polemic in his presentation
of the doctrine of justification. In-
deed, the Reformation’s under-
standing of the gospel of freejusti-
fication amounts to what Wright
terms*“theretrojection of the Prot-
estant Catholic debate into ancient
history, with Judaismtaking therole
of Catholicism and Christianity the

role of Lutheranism.”®> Because
the Reformation misunderstood the
problem to which Paul wasactually
responding, it failedto grasp thereal
meaning of Paul’steaching onjus-
tification by faith.

Second, in addition to his agree-
ment with Sanders' general de-
scription of Judaism asanon-legal -
istic religion, Wright also makes
considerable use of Dunn’s inter-
pretation of Paul’s dispute with the
Judaizersand their understanding of
the “works of the law.” The prob-
lemwith the Judaizer’ sappeal to the
“works of the law” was not itsle-
galism, Wright insists, but its per-
verted nationalism. The Pauline
expression, “theworksof the law,”
does not refer to alegalistic claim
regarding how sinners can find fa-
vor with God by obeying the law,
but to the nationalistic Jewish claim
that God's covenant promise only
extendsto the Jews. The“works of
the law” are what Dunn calls
“boundary markers,” those acts of
conformity to thelaw that servedto
distinguish the Jewish community
from the Gentiles.

If weask how itisthat | srael
has missed her vocation,
Paul’s answer isthat sheis
guilty not of ‘legalism’ or
‘works-righteousness’ but of
what | cal ‘national
righteousness’, the belief
that fleshly Jewish descent
guarantees membership of
God'strue covenant people.

. Within this ‘national
righteousness’, the law
functions not as alegalist’s
ladder but as a charter of
national privilege, sothat, for
the Jew, possession of the
law is three parts of
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salvation: and circumcision
functions not as arituaist’s
outward show but as a
badge of nationa privilege.t

The problem Paul confronted in his
dispute with the Judaizers was a
“boasting” in nationa privilege, and
an unwillingness to acknowledge
that the covenant promise extends
to Gentile as well as Jew.” The
Reformation claim, therefore, that
Paul was opposing legalism when
hearticulated hisdoctrine of justifi-
cation misses the mark rather
widely. Paul was not opposing le-
galism, but nationalism. Conse-
guently, the Reformation’sreading
of Paul transposes his understand-
ing into aradically different key,
when it treatsthe Judaizers as pro-
totypes of a Roman Catholic doc-
trine of justification by (grace plus)
works.

Wright's View of Justification
by Faith
Wright's understanding of Paul’s
doctrineof justification by faith as-
sumes these two pillars of the new
perspective. Whatever the apostle
Paul might mean by hisinsistence
that justificationisby faith and not
by works of the law, it cannot be
that sinners (whether Jew or Gen-
tile) are unableto obtain favor with
God onthebasisof their obedience
tothelaw. Though thismay well be
true, no one in Paul’s day would
have thought otherwise. Paul’sdoc-
trine of justification must beread in
the historical context of the first
century, and in thelight of the Old
Testament’ steaching regarding the
promise of the covenant. When
Paul’s gospel is read in this way,
which requires that we set aside
the mistaken approach of the Ref-
ormation, we will find that “what

Saint Paul really said” was rather
different than what many have his-
torically claimed.

The “gospel” according to
Wright

Beforetaking up directly Wright's
view of justification, itisimportant
to note that he regardsthe doctrine
of justification to be a subordinate
theme in Paul’s understanding of
the gospel. Though it is often as-
sumed that the gospel isa* system
of how people get saved,” Wright
insiststhat this seriously misrepre-
sentsthe real meaning of the gospel
(p. 45). The gospel does not answer

Though itisoften
assumed that the gospel
isa“ system of how
people get saved,”
Wright insists that this
seriously misrepresents
the real meaning of the
gospel.

the question of the guilty sinner,
“how can | find favor with God?’
(compare, e.g., Luther), but rather
it answers the question, “who is
Lord?’ Oneof theunfortunate fea-
tures of the Reformation and much
evangelical thinking is that it re-
duces the gospel to “a message
about ‘how one gets saved,’ in an
individual and ahistorical sense” (p.
60). Inthiskind of thinking, thefo-
cus of attention, so far as the gos-
pel is concerned, is upon “some-
thing that in ol der theology would be
called an ordo salutis, an order of
salvation” (pp. 40-1). According to

Wright, this kind of an approach
can only distort Paul’'s gospel and
failsto dojusticeto the broader his-
torica background and significance
of Christ’s saving work. All of the
focusin thisapproach to the gospel
isnarrowly fixed upon theissue of
the individual’s relationship with
God, and not upon the reach of
God's world-transforming power
proclaimed inthe gospel concerning
Jesus Christ. Because of thisinap-
propriatefocusupon the salvation of
individua sinners, theolder Refor-
mation tradition wasbound to exag-
gerate the importance of the doc-
trine of justification. Even wereits
understanding of justification cor-
rect (whichitisnot), it tendstofo-
cus upon what isonly asubordinate
themein Paul’ sproclamation of the

gospe.

If the gospel accordingtoWrightis
not primarily about how people get
saved, then what isits primary fo-
cus? Wright answers this question
by insisting that the basic message
of thegospel focusesupon thelord-
ship of Jesus Christ.

Paul’s new  vocation
involved him not somuchin
the enjoyment and
propagation of a new
religious experience, as in
the announcement of what
he saw as apublic fact: that
the crucified Jesus of
Nazareth had been raised
from the dead by lIsrael’s
God; that he had thereby
been vindicated as Israel’s
Messiah; that, surprising
though it might seem, hewas
therefore the Lord of the
whole world. (P. 40)

We will have occasion to return to
the question of what Wright means
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by the crossof Christ, especialy in
termsof itsimportancefor justifica-
tion. Hereit only needsto be noted
that Wright insiststhat the principal
message of the gospel isthat Jesus
is Lord and king. Through the
cross and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, theonetrue God, whoisthe
creator of theworld, haswona“lib-
erating victory ... over al the en-
slaving powers that have usurped
his authority” (p. 47). Though
Wright does not often clearly define
what he means by the lordship of
Jesus Christ, he does offer the fol-
lowing summary description:

Paul discovered, at the heart
of his missionary practice,
that when he announced the
lordship of Jesus Christ, the
sovereignty of King Jesus,
the very announcement was
the means by which the
living God reached out with
love and changed the hearts
and lives of men and
women, formingthemintoa
community of love across
traditional barriers, liberating
them from paganism which
had held them captive,
enabling them to become, for
thefirst time, thetruly human
beings they were meant to
be.” (P. 61).

The great theme of the gospel is
thismessage of Jesus' lordship and
itslife- and world-transforming sig-
nificance. This, rather than the sal-
vation of individual sinners, isthe
real interest of Paul’s preaching.

Justification is about who
belongsto God’s family

If the gospel, according to Wright,
isnot about how people get saved,
but the proclamation that Jesusis

Lord, this hasimplications for our
understanding of what Paul means
by justification. This doctrine,
though an essential, albeit subordi-
nate theme in Paul’s preaching,
does not address the issue of how
guilty sinners can find favor or
standing with God. Thiswould beto
assume that Paul’s gospel focuses
upon the salvation of theindividual
rather than upon the lordship of
Jesus Christ and the consegquences
of that lordship for therealization of
God's covenant promises. How-
ever, when we view the gospel in
terms of the lordship of Jesus
Christ, the proper meaning and
place of thedoctrine of justification

When weviewthe
gospdl in terms of the
lordship of Jesus
Chrigt, the proper
meaning and place of
the doctrine of
justification becomes
apparent.

becomes apparent. “Let us,” says
Wright, “be quite clear. ‘ The gos-
pel’ isthe announcement of Jesus
lordship, which works with power
to bring people into the family of
Abraham, now redefined around
Jesus Christ and characterized
soldy by faithinhim. * Justification’
isthedoctrinewhichinsiststhat all
those who havethisfaith belong as
full membersof thisfamily, onthis
basis and no other” (p. 133). As
this statement suggests, justification
has to do with the question, how
doesthework of Christ confirm that
all people, Jewsand Gentilesalike,
belong to the one family of God?
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1A Reformation & Revival Journal
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Paul and the Mosaic Law, ed. James
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formed Seminary where he also
teaches Doctrinal Studies. Dr.
Venemais a contributing editor
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B ——
How It Was

AndHow Itls

The clock in the belfry of the small
church across the pond sounded
loud and clear. 1t had just struck the
midnight hour.

The midnight concert was in full
swing. Katydids in the trees were
serenading the insects below, the
violin section of crickets sounding
off on the high notes. The cymbals
of cow bells in the meadow, the
barking doginthedistancedl joinin
the harmony. The back ground mu-
sicfurnished by the hoot owl, and not
to forget, natures own boom box,
the bull frog in the pond completed
nature’s midnight choir. Unknow-
ingly, the creatures were praising
their Creator

Rocking alonein that old creaking
rocking chair | gazed out on what
seemed to be aworld at peace. The
psalmist, years ago, remembered
and thought on the days of Old —
Psalm 143. Many thoughts went
through my mind of dayslong gone
by, which brings meto ....

How It Was

Sunday mornings, very warm and
gticky. O’leEd ardispulling the bell
rope calling thefaithful to worship.
Those were days when worshipers
arrived at church under their own
power - strong and sturdy foot-mo-
biles. Oldsmobileswere still in the
future.

No narthex, we went right into the
Sanctuary. Silence prevailed. Some
early comers were praying, some
reading the Canons of Dort, Bibles
or what ever. You could hear apin
drop. If any Civil War Veteran were

there hewould have been reminded
of “Thestillnessat Appomattox.” It
was an atmosphere of reverencein
the house of prayer.

The service is about to begin, the
congregation iscomfortably seated
on the hard wooden dlide easy
benches. No padded seatsin those
days, except for afew ladies who
preferred to carry pillows from
home.

The sermon was an hour, more or
less, mostly alittleless. Thisproved
to beagrueling and uncomfortable
experience for the restless and
weary ones on those hot summer
days. Sit «till or else, whilethe man
on the platform kept throwing his
bait across that sea of humanity
before him. After all, ministersare
fishersof men. Wekids sat through
al this.

The cooling system was hand pow-
ered by those who felt the need.
Fans were furnished free through
the generosity and courtesy of the
funeral directors, Joldersma and
Klein and the Langeland Brothers.
On one side of the fan was a beau-
tiful picture of the Good Shepherd,
the other side a picture of the fu-
neral parlor plustheir ad. That cre-
ated alittle stir among some of the
oldgters. Advertising on the Sabbath
and of all things in the house of
prayer! Thiswas competition with
the Kalamazoo Gazette and the
Hollandsche Amerikaan. It soon
blew over by anon spiritual wind.
Thefansremained in the pews, and
thefuneral directorsarestill with us,
doing businessas usual.

How It Is

Thedifferenceisasgreat asnightis
from day. What's this | hear?“ Just
an old Fogey” You are right. The
20th century was only eight years
and eight days old when | arrived.

How times have changed. The
beautiful new church buildings of
today have under one roof, what is
known asthe narthex, asort of outer
court, where people gather in
groupsto tell oneanother about their
experiences of the past week. Just
stand still and listen. It'sTom, Dick
and Harry trying hard to out do Sue,
Liz, and Mary. With everyonetalk-
ing through each other it soundslike
an “after wedding” party celebra-
tion, or sad to say, likeacounty fair.
All this shatters the silence and the
stillness of the sanctuary. Condu-
cive to worship? You are the an-
swer.

Keep silence friend,

in reverence meet
We gather here,

God's face to seek.
Keep silence friends

for some have come
This day to pray,

“Thy will be done.”
And some from

thankful hearts of praise
Their voice in

gratitude to raise.
Keep silence friend,

let Him speak anew
To every heart

- perhaps to you.

At 94, Mr. Janus Vaar isthe
second oldest member of the
Covenant United Reformed
ChurchinKaamazoo, Michigan.
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Reading Psalm 2

Happy New Year! Great words-
another year past and another day
closer tothe Day whenthe Lord will
descend with glory. Yet events of
the day do not always make us feel
so happy. Muslim legalism and the
terrorist threat on the one side, post-
modernistic relativism and the sla-
very of ignorance onthe other, along
with the storm clouds of economic
gloom seem morethan just threaten-
ing. Christ said the gates of Hades
will not prevail against the church
(Matt.16:18). Yet it is easy to be-
come unsettled. What will theyear
bring?

Psalm 2 gives us Words of confi-
dence for the coming year and the
coming Day! Through theinspired
poet’s words we get a glimpse into
the courts of theworldly kings. The
royal courts of these enemy kings
and nations are the places of schem-
ing rageand commotion. Thenations
are worked up for they must ac-
knowledge God. They are upset
because they refuse to acknowl-
edge God. They set themselves up
against the Anointed One.

Looking in at the scene the church
sings, “Wherefore do the nations
rage?’ What arethese enemy kings
thinking? They will defeat our God?
Don't they know what God hasdone
to a faithless Pharaoh and his
armies? King Saul raged against
God's anointed David to no avail.
When God chose Solomon, Absalom
and Sheba raged against God and
tried to take over the kingdom and
met failure. Why do they plot futil-

ity?
We know that our King is God's

King, and He will defeat all the
enemies. So why do they bother?
They cannot escape the power of
God. Even as they confederate
together against the one God they
are no match for His power. They
tried with their tower of Babel too
and the LORD divided them!

The church singsof her confidence
in God and His Anointed, theMes-
siah or the Christ. Christ must
reign until all enemies have been

Far fromearth’s
commotion itis
the place of a
confident peace!

placed under His feet (I Cor.15:
25). InRev. 12:1-5weread of the
womanwho givesbirthto thechild
who wastto rule the nations with a
rod of iron. The red dragon seeks
to devour the child but the child
ascends to heaven and the church
is given a place of safety. Even
Satan cannot halt the domination of
the Almighty!

The Pharisees and Sadducees plot-
ted invainwhenthey put the Christ
to death. Our Father wasvictorious
and Christ won the victory. As
Hadesrages and the enemies of the
cross seek our destruction, they,
too, plot in vain. Though the U. S.
and Canadian governments and
public education systemsdo al they

canto stop even the mention of God,
His Son, and the Word, theirsis an
exerciseinfutility. They cannot stop
God. They cannot defeat him.

See heaven! Far from earth’s com-
motion it isthe place of aconfident
peace! God sitsin the heavensand
Helaughs (verse4). God will further
increasethe agitation of the nations.
When he speaksthey will listen and
they will be afraid. They will be
further agitated and terrified of the
Most High! God speaks and He
says, “l haveinstalled my king on
the holy mountain of Zion.” The
created son of God, Adam, failed.
The only begotten Son of God has
been given dominion over the earth
forever!

In the courtroom of God the
Anointed speaks. The Anointed
tells al through this song of the
church that He is the Son of God.
God has said to Him, “You are my
Sontoday | have begottenyou.” He
directs our attention to His Father
whoisin heaven. Hetellstheworld
that now all power hasbeen givento
Him even before He came to earth.
He will rule and He does rule with
aniron rod with might and judgment.
He speaksin terms of the covenant
madeto David recorded in Il Sam 7
where obedience to the Father
would ensure a successful reign for
David' s son. And so Christ prayed
inJohn 17:5, “Not my will but yours
be done.” Executing His Father’s
will by dying onthecrossHetook on
the forces of darkness and drove
them away. Christ tells how the Fa-
ther has promised to give Him the
nations of the earth for an inherit-
ance. Now, Christ has all the na-
tionsin His hand. He has ascended
to the right hand of the Father. His
Kingdom shall never end. Who will
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oppose Him? Likeachild smashing
a vase made of clay to pieces so
Christ can do to all the nations. No
one can withstand His power! Itis
the year of our Lord 2003! Be of
good cheer!

Onemoretimein Psam 2, the scene
changes and we see that God from
His court speaks to the kings of the
earth. “Be wise,” He says, “O
Kings, be instructed. You judges
servethe Lord with fear and rejoice
withtrembling.” Here God, by our
singing, speaksto thewicked kings
and nations. Sowewith Psalm 2sing
to the nations, “Wizen up! Look
around you! Thereis no hope for
your plans so bend thekneeand lis-
ten now. Beinstructed. Kiss the
Son, (that isto show honor to Him)
andtherewill still be hopefor you. If
you seek to please God and escape
the horriblejudgment then you must
worship the Son.” Christ said in
John 5:23b, “Hewho does not honor
the Son does not honor the Father,
who sent him.” Paul wrote, “ There-
fore God exalted him to the highest
place and gave himthe namethat is
above every name, that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confessthat
Jesus ChristisLord, to the glory of
God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).

So Psalm 2 sings of assurance but
we also sing awarning to theworld
for God's glory. Woeto the man, a
king or not, who rejects the
Anointed! He will be destroyed.
And thishappenswhen hiswrathis
kindled only alittle. Imaginethe hor-
ror for the onewho will haveto con-
front the full brunt of Hisfury! Itis
our calling to warn them and call
them into our confidence! Psalm 2
helps us to do that. And Psalm 2

reminds us that we can move into
the battle knowing that our King will
not be defeated and so we shall be
more than conquerors!

Happy New Year! Blessed are they
who put their trust in Him! The
world needs to hear that they have
no hope if they would oppose our
God and His Son. Thereisonly one
safe place and that isin the arms of
our Father who has saved usthrough
the Son’s death on the cross. Heis
the risen and Ascended Lord. The
nations will fail but God will not.
Adam failed, Jesus Christ did not.

L et usfinish now with Matthew 28:
18-20, Then Jesus cameto them and
said, “ All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. There-
fore go and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them inthe name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely | am with you al-
ways, to the very end of the age.”

May God prosper us all for His
Kingdomin 2003! Trust and be con-
fident. Happy New Year - He's
coming soon!

Rev. Al Bezuyen is the pastor
of the Trinity Orthodox Re-
formed Churchin St. Catharines,
Ontario.

God's People, My Parish

Hattie was an ardent supporter of
Christian education. Her husband
had been a Christian School admin-
istrator. On aregular basis we saw
her cometo the church basement to
jointheladieswho were quilting on
behalf of theloca Christian School.
One year Hattie suffered a heart
attack. After a prolonged hospital-
ization and convalescence she was
ableto return home. Not long after-
ward it was time for the annual
Christian School bazaar, a major
fundraiser for the cause of Christian
education. We found Hattie staffing
one of the salestablesin the school
gymnasium. When | expressed con-
cern about the hours shewas putting
in at the bazaar so soon after her
heart attack shesmply said, “Thisis

where | want to be.”

Hattie's husband had died some
years before we met her. At the
time that | became her pastor she
had also experienced the deaths of
three adult children who had suc-
cumbed to the same disease which
had been the cause of her husband’s
death. Shewasgrateful that she still
had ason and adaughter. During the
yearsof our ministry her son submit-
ted to surgery and after some
months of suffering died having also
been diagnosed with the sameillness
that had claimed his father and his
older siblings. Hattiewas comforted
inknowing that her sonwasready to
dieand had been delivered from his
suffering.
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And then the phone call came that
her daughter whom Hattie had as-
sisted agreat deal during theyears
of her terminableillnesshad died. |
quickly prepared to call on Hattie.
Asl passed through the kitchen on
theway out of the parsonage| said
to my wife, “Pray for me, | don’t
know what | can say to Hattie.”
When | walked into Hattie's home
this white haired mother who had
already experienced so much sor-
row in her life and who had just
been bereaved of her last child was
standing near the door waiting to
greet me. | embraced her and with
emotion choked voice said, “Hattie,
| am so sorry, | don’t know what to
say.” She calmly replied, “It's
aright, Pastor, Janet is with the
Lord, sheisin glory now.” And |
was filled with awe as | was re-
minded again so forcefully that
God'sgraceissufficient, that Chris-
tians do not mourn without hope,
that the truth of the resurrection
doestakethe sting out of death, that
the comfort of the Christian lifeis
real.

Rev. Arthur Besteman is
an emeritus minister who
livesin Caledonia, Michigan.
He is a member of the
Bethany URC of Wyoming,
Michigan.

Van der Jagt, Anton, The Secret
Mission: A Huguenot's Danger-
ous Adventures in the Land of
Persecution (based on historical
facts). Neerlandia, AB/ Pella, 1A:
Inheritance Publications, 2000. 187
pp. $14.95CN, $10.95, paperback.

Thanksto theinterest and ingenu-
ity of the publisher and hiswife, the
Janssens, a fine series of novels
called the Huguenot Inheritance
Series is being put together. The
volume we look at this month is
number two.

At present, two volumes are yet to
be published. The first two are
more recent writings; the rest are
reprints of booksabout one hundred
years old. Thus the writing style
does vary.

At theend of Van der Jagt’svolume
thereisashort and helpful history
of the French Reformed Church.
The French Protestants were
called “Huguenots’. Many Dutch
people have their roots in those
staunch but persecuted families.
Thereading of thisshort essay isa
must for all who claim to be Re-
formed.

Van der Jagt's story is about a
young man, a Huguenot, who es-
caped to Holland from France. He
returns on an official, but secret,
mission of the Dutch government.
Besides, he hasapersonal mission:
to locate his father who is serving
asagalley dave-thelot of many a
Huguenot. The story lays before
the reader his spiritual courage as

Jerome Julien

"I Book Reviews

he accomplishes both of his mis-
sions.

Whilethisvolumeishistorical fic-
tion, it is based upon facts. Even
some real names are used and the
references to them are actually
true. Thereis no better way to get
introduced to historical eventsthan
by means of historical fiction. Of
course, our interest should go be-
yond thefiction; but our interestin
what isbeyond should be piqued by
it. It might do us and our youth
some good to know something of
the human fear, the sufferings, and
the deep trust these Reformed
people experienced. Will we one
day experience the same?

Thisiscertainly animportant book
for young people and adults, alike.

First Chino URC is
searching for a Pastor of
Congregational Life and
Outreach. Anyone
interested in this
position, please contact
us for further information
and a job description.
(909) 591-9111

or e-mail at
firstchinourc@earthlink.net
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ThislsMy Outlook

Recently the Grand Rapids Press
and the Kalamazoo Gazette re-
ported that a major supermarket
chain, Meijers, isbeing sued for fir-
ing amember of the Christian Re-
formed Church who refused to
work on Sundaysfor religiousrea-
sons. The federal government ac-
cused Meijer Inc. of violating the
civil rights of a cake decorator
claiming that the megastore“failed
to provide areasonable accommo-
dationto the known religious prac-
tice” of theindividual who filedthe
suit.

Excellent, | thought. Too many
times people from our churches
have been denied jobs becausethey
would rather be in church on the
Lord's Day. Again and again,
people have applied to EOE [equal
opportunity employer] jobsonly to
find out that the“equal” did not in-
clude those who seek to honor God
on Hisday.

It was high time that somebody
challenged the system! After all
EOE wasmeant to refer to religion
as well as race. How nice to see
the federal government take the
side of the dedicated Christian.

Then | read the rest of the article.
Whileit seemed thefedera govern-
ment was ready to support the
young lady for her religious convic-
tions, her church was not. Both
newspapers included an interview
with Dr. Henry De Moor of Calvin
Theological Seminary. Dr. DeMoor
was cited as being a man who
“trains CRC ministers’ and an “ex-
pert on church polity.”

Let me quote what Dr. De Moor
sad:

“In view of current society,
it's hard for me to embrace
that principle [not working
on Sunday]. If every
Christianinsisted that we're
not going to work on Sunday,
| suspect there wouldn’t be
enough people to do the
work.”

Would that be so bad? Some of
those stores that are open on Sun-
day might actually haveto closeif
there weren‘t enough people to
work. Didn’t the Lord give us six
daysto buy groceries? Do | redly
need to buy those King Pepper-
mintson Sunday or could | wait until
Monday? | grew up learning that
works of worship, mercy, and ne-
cessity were permitted on the
Lord's Day and none other. Can
decorating a cake be compared to
pulling an ox out of apit?

If every Christian insisted on not
working on Sunday, maybe there
would also be alot of Christians
who wouldn’t shop on Sunday.
Maybeinstead of keeping the Sab-
bath Hour holy, they all could, as
God commands, keep the Sabbath
Day holy instead.

Dr. De Moor goes on to say in the
interview: “Ethically, abetter posi-
tion might be to tell church elders
they work one Sunday a month. If
they say they are conscious of the
Fourth Commandment and honor it
as much as they can, I’'m sure the
elders would be satisfied.”

My prayer isthat both the Grand
Rapids Press and the Kalamazoo
Gazette misquoted Dr. De Moor.
After all, couldn’t the Israelites
have used that samelogictojustify
worshipping Baal and basically do-
ing whatever wasright intheir own
eyes aslong as those around them
were doing it too? Couldn't | use
the very same logic and say: “In
view of current society, where
marriage is ridiculed, fidelity
mocked, and virginity scorned, |
have told my church elders that |
am conscious of the Seventh Com-
mandment and honor it asmuch as
I can, only transgressing it once a
month”?

Asquoted earlier inthisissue, God
said: “l amtheLord; | changenot.”
We are called to witnessto the cur-
rent society, not adjust our livesto
it.

The picture on page twenty seems
to sum up the thinking of our so-
called Christian society. It says
“God BlessAmerica’ and right un-
derneathit thewords: “Now Open
on Sunday”. We seek Hisblessing,
but not His face.

Rev. Wybren Oord is the
pastor of the Covenant United
Reformed Church in
Kaamazoo, Michigan and
editor of The Outlook.
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Reformed Fellowship, Inc.

2930 Chicago Drive, SW

Grandville, M| 49418-1176

(616) 532-8510

Bible Sudy Materials
($4.00 each plus *$2.00 postage)

Nelson Kloosterman
Walking About Zion,
Singing of Christ’s Church in the Psalms
Gospel Power Magnified through
Human Weakness
(Il Corinthians)
The Law of the Lord as Our Delight
(Deuteronomy)
Pilgrims Among Pagans
(I Peter)

John Piersma
Daniel

Henry Vander Kam
Sermon on the Mount
Ephesians

| & Il Thessalonians

I Timothy

| Peter

| John

Parables

Acts (Chapters 1-13)
Acts (Chapters 14-28)
Amos

Mark Vander Hart

Genesis1- 11
($8. 00 plus*$2.00 postage)

CatechismMaterials
Learning to Know the Lord
by P. Y. De Jong ($1.50 plus *$ 2.00
postage)
First Book of Christian Doctrine
by Hylkema & Tuuk ($2.50 plus *$2.00
postage)
A Beginning Course in Christian Doctrine
by P. Y. De Jong & John R. Sittema
($2.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

Other Materials

CornelisP. Venema

But for the Grace of God

An Exposition of the Canons of Dort
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

What We Believe

An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

John R. Sittema

With a Shepherd’s Heart

Reclaiming the Pastoral Office of the Elder
($10.00 plus *$3.00 postage)

Norman Shepherd
Women in the Service of Christ
($2.00 plus *$1.00 postage)
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(continued from page 9)

midst of the kingdoms of this
world. Whenthat isbeing done,
| believetheLordwill add tothe
church such asare being saved
(Howard G. Hageman in
Reformed Journal).

Rev. Jelle Tuininga is an
emeritus pastor in the URC
livingin Lethbridge, Alberta.




