Sarospatak and Calvm
‘ - Hands Across o

 Italian Colonies
A-Moral Issu'e .

e ey

: New Testament Study

Recent Trends

,jEvolutlonary Thmkmg

Some As sumptlons

| Vqlces‘ -
'~ Correspondence

. Reviews |

AYEAR




" THE CALVIN FORUM

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Editor-in-Chief ........... R CLARENCE Bouma
- Associate Editors............... HENRY SCHULTZE
- HENRY J. RYSKAMP
WiLLiam T. Rapiug

" Book Editor ..o _HENRY ZYLSTRA -
Managing Editor........... .. LAMBERT J. FLOKSTRA -

“CALVIN' FORUM CORRESPONDENTS

" ARTHUR  ALLEN ... ... cicAustralia
"HARRY R. BOBR.....iccoicorrecccceaecrat e
HENRY BRUINOOGE
"SCALVIN CHAO v lemecenneivn i iSRRG hAT
J. CHR. COETZEE............ SR : ...;...South Africa
- SAMUEL G. CRAIG...... .Presb. Church, U.S.A. ~
-PAUL' DE ‘KOEKKOEK.............. Edmonton, Canada
"E. C. DE KRETZER................... , ...Ceylon
F. W, DEN DuLK ....Ethiopia
. 'MARK FAKKEMA............ Nat, Assn. Chr. Schools
"A. G. FOENANDER............ e Ceylon
- 'BURTON L.. GODDARD Boston
", Epwarp HEEREMA........ Orthodoa; Presb. Church
" Jacos T. HOOGSTRA........ Ecumenical Calvinism
S ,HERMAN J. KREGEL.......covvvvenn Tolkyo, Japan
~ Frep S. LEAny North Ireland
© EGBERT LUBBERS.....oo.rurrreeoeorceeeecen Cairo, Egypt
“.5J.MoopY MEDILL.............. .Jackson, Mississippi
i 0J. GRAHAM MILLER.......coormreien. ..New Hebrides
~ PIETER PRINS ...Netherlands -
T ARTHUR Vo RAMIAH.. ...l South India
. W. STANFORD REID............... ..Montreal, Canada

/M. C. ROBINSON Presb. Church in the U. S.
L Budapest, Hungary
.................................. New Zealand

~ CHARLES VINCZE....... ....Hungarian Reformed
- JOHN W. WEVERS..........cccouuecriimees weenine Prineeton
- CORNELIUS ZYLSTRA............Christian Education

Address all" editorial correspondence tn Dr.
.%.Clarence .Bouma, Editor THE CALVIN FoRrUM, -
.-+Calvin College and Seminary, Grand Rapids 6,

" Michigan. Address all subscription and eir-
- culation . correspondence to: THE CALVIN

‘ForuM, Calvin College and Semlnary, Grand :

Raplds 6, Mlchlgan.

.. THE CALVIN ForuM is published monthly, ex-

~cept from June to September, when it appears
bi-monthly. Subscription price: Two Dollars
. per year.
. , e.

e Entered as skecond-cla:ssk matter October 3,
©. 1985, at the Post Office at Grand Rapids,

Michigan, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

'The CALVIN FORUM

......Ref. Church in Amefm'ca, .
it Ann Avbor, Mickigan

From Our 'Coirespondents'» ‘

Pubhshed by the Calvin Forum Board of Publwatwn

VOLUME XIV, NO.3 OCTOBER 1948

Contents

' Articles

Sarospatak and Calvin Sennnarles ...... Jacob T Hoogstra 35
Ethiopia and the Return of the .

Ttalian Colonies.. ... John A. Cremer 38
Recent Trends in New Testament Study ............................

SO William Hendmksen 39
‘No Concern of Ours......o........ i S R H.Z. 4
Some Presuppositions : L

1n Evolutionary Thlnklng ............ Edwm Y Monsma 45

o
The Voice of Our Readers .

“A Real Gem”
APPreciation ... . 48
As to Barthianism............... B SRS |

- South India Letter
Presbyterlan Church U. S. A ; : 51
From Prlnceton Theolog1ca1 Semmary ............. EREER 52

Book Reviews
Christian PhiloSOPRY... oo oo B3
Dutch Poetry in Translation.. ... ; RO . . B4

Poetry and Re11g1on

A Country Report..
‘Walcheren at Bay

THE CALVIN FORUM * * * OCTOBER, 1948




a.

e

SaroSpatak and

Calvm Semmames*

| /~>YHURSDAY, September 16, 1948, will ever
» remain an outstanding date in the history

of Calvin College, of Calvin Seminary, and

of THE CaLviN Forum. In a special chapel .

Serv1ce on that day Dr. Clarence Bouma, professor
of Calvin Seminary and editor of Tee CaLvin

ForuM, received an honorary professorship from.
‘the Sarospatak Seminary, an institution of the Hun-

garian Reformed Church located at Sarospatak,

¢+ Hungary. We. extend our sincerest congratulations!

 Unknown to us, Hope College in Holland, Michi-
gan, held a s1mllar service on the previous day. At

- this occasion Professor M. Eugene Osterhaven,

Th.D., was likewise honored by the same Hungar-

~ ian kinStitution." Dr. Osterhaven has spearheaded
student relief movements for Hungarian students.

Besides, he is known to champion the Reformed

~ Faith. Tt gives us great joy that he and the institu-

~ tion he represents have also been honored. Since

we d1d not attend this service we cannot 1nclude
‘1t in our coverage ' *

Returning to Grand Rapids and Calvin, we re-

,,port on the combined September 16 chapel service

of College and Seminary.
Dean Ryskamp, taking the place of Pres1dent

‘Schultze, who was incapacitated, made a few open-

" ing remarks. He observed that this was a great oc-

_casion which might well serve the purpose of re-
_ minding the student body that the two schools are
‘one institution, not only in the organizational sense,
;but, also with a view to purpose and ideals. He then

}

roduced the Rev. Dr. Samuel Volbeda, President

~of Calvin. Seminary, who pres1ded throughout the
j,servxce ‘

Pres1dent Volbeda read Revelatlon four and then

i*led in a fa1th—st1rr1ng prayer, thoughts of which
were taken from the chapter of triumph just read.
";He informed the faculties and the combined stu-
‘dent body what the occasion was that brought the
 two schools together in joint assembly. He there-
‘upon_introduced Dr. Joseph Zsiros, who for the
- present is guest professor of Bible at Hope College,

but whose permanent position is that of President

~ of the Sarospatak Institution and, more particular-

ly, Professor of the Old Testament in Sarospatak

> Theologlcal Seminary.

" THE CALVIN FORUM * * »

¥ Tt was thought pa.rt1cularly approprlate that this. artlcle,

- Wmtten -at outr request by the Forum’s correspondent for Ecu-

menieal- Calvinism, who is also a member of the Board of Trus-
tees of Calvin-College and Seminaty, should take the place:of
the Editorials for the current- month.—HENRY J. RYSKAMP,

Assoczate Editor.
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’before you the hearty ‘greetings of our Hungarla L

- to see and to know that in‘the whole world sev:

They also try to serve Him among difficult phys

Jacob T. Hoogstra
Minister Prospéct Park Church_
Holland, Michigan

He had been chosen to represent his faculty in con- <
ferring th1s honorary professorship upon Dr..
Bouma. -

Those -of us who know Dr. Zsiros know him as'a
man of great faith, which he unconsciously radi-
ates wherever he is. ‘Robed in a symbolic Hungar- =
ian toga, Dr. Zsiros impressively walked to the lec-
tern and spoke as follows: R

Dr. Zsiros’
Address
Dear Pres1dents

“In_this solemn t1me—when by the help of God £
you started already towards blessed goals—it is a
sublime feeling and unspeakable pleasure for mef”
to be with you together within these consecrated
walls at the feet of the invisible King, “who was,
and is, and is to come” (Rev. 4:8), and to express

Reformed Church and to give a member of y
honorable Faculty, namely Professor Dr. Claren
Bouma, the honorary diploma of our Sarospat
Theolog1cal Semmary For a servant of ‘Jes
Christ there is no greater happiness indeed tha

chosen souls and here in America crowded congt
gations are serving His kingdom and glory wit
great truth, sacred offerings, and resignation of th
whole life without rest and without conditions, suc

cal and spiritual circumstances struggling - agam’
hunger and lack of clothing and fuel. '

“For in Hungary two and one-half million—
have to change my statement: in Europe about tw
million six hundred thousand and four hundre
Hungarian Calvinists are living in two ‘thousan
and seventy-five congregations, being served by
two thousand and sixty ministers who obtained
their education in five theological sem1nar1es from .
sixty professors. e

“During long centuries up to this summer our'
prlde was our church-schools, namely one thousand

six hundred and sixty-five elementary schools with

two thousand eight hundred and sixty-six teachers;
twenty-eight secondary schools (so-called: gymna-
siums), four high schools, four teachers’ training
colleges (preparatory or normal schools), the an-

nual number of pupils of which was on the average
about two hundred seventy thousand Th1s com-

e




_sions. This Hungarian Calvinist community sends

~ you, esteemed Presidents, honorable Board of Trus-

- tees, and Faculty of Calv1n College and:Seminary,

e ‘beloved student body and noble youth its blessing,

Christian gratitude and love commingled with

~ sweat and tears, with the blood of its contrite heart
- and the prayers of its burning soul.

- “In and for this community our Sarospatak

,‘Academy (*) is one of the most ancient fortresses

~ of the living Word of God, situated in North-East

. Hungary. Now she is the starting point and so to

- speak one of the centers of the great revival move-

~ ment which became a dominant factor of our reli-
gious life in recent days.

“Dear P'rofessor Dr Bouma, our four hundred
s j,and e1ghteen year old Sarospatak Academy elected
you an honorary professor of her Theological Semi-

o nary by unanimous decision and in Christian love.
~“l. This diploma is a remembrance of those old

© times through which a ‘cloud of witnesses’ (Hebr.
.~ 12:1) speaks to us. It is with the most thankful

~ turies ago-—your fathers, then in the Netherlands,
. and our - fathers in Hungary became united with
each other and how much of the same Spirit and
mind they possessed through their common faith
_and knowledge of the pure Gospel. Ever since the
fbeglnmng of the seventeenth century our prede-
~ cessors from generation to generation attended the
. universities of the Netherlands, and enriched, in
- soul and mind they came back to be the most faith-
, f;[*\'ful servants of our Church and country. It was
- written that in Utrecht for a Hungarian student
2 ,'fthe yearly benefice was 25 gulden and Utrecht re-
- ceived fifteen Hungarian students every year. Some
~of them returned to Hungary with fourteen, six-
 teen, even thirty hundredweight - of theolog1cal
books. One of the most precious historical records
- of the Reformation in Hungary, the Historia eccle-
- siae. reformatae in Hungaria et Trwnsylvama by
' "[Lampe Ember, was published in Utrecht. ‘

"erous help of our forefathers that the Word of God,

- the Holy Bible, was rendered into our native tongue
. and published there aga1n and again. Thirteen edi-
tions of the Bible in Hungarian came from the
~ printing establishments of Amsterdam; Leiden, and

- Utrecht. All this happened at a time when Protes-

 Bible printed in their own language. Allow my
ment1on1ng of another incident worthy of interest.

S In Europe the term “Academy” has a meaning qulte dlﬁer—
S ent from that in America. -An Academy in the European sense
o8 as “vestibulum seientarium”, a vestibule of sciences. Theé
: Sarospatak Academy embraces a Theological Seminary, a Gym-
w7 'nasiim, a Teachers  Training School, an Institute for the Hu-

. manities, a School- of Economies, and an English Institute; and
before the First World War she also had a Law_School for the
. ,trammg ‘of lawyers and Judges An Academy: in-the European
 gense-is hence a communlty of ‘colleges; a small university.

T

mun1ty is one sp1r1tual un1t also in 1ts phys1cal d1v1- |

~ heart that we remember how closely—already cen- -

But this was not all. It was also through the kge‘n- * conception rules our life, not even indifferent w

tants in Hungary were not allowed to have the

Our ch1ldren even those of the smallest v1llages'“’i

_in our country, know the name of Michael De Ruy-

ter, the admiral of the Dutch navy, and remember
h1m with the deepest reverence for the liberation
of a large number of pastors of the Hungarian Re:
formed Church, who because of their loyalty to
their faith had been sold as galley slaves. Among :

_ these galley slaves were twenty six pastors, former
" students of Sarospatak Academy. They were also

set free through the intervention of this God-fear-

“ing, Christ-minded Dutchman, De Ruyte7 (Febru- ‘

ary 11, 1676).
- It was the same spirit of Chr1st1an love and sacr1-

fice that led the people of the Netherlands after the

First World War to invite thousands of Hungarian
children to their own land to be their foster par-
ents. It is also an historical fact that after the Sec~
ond World War in our great misery we received |
some of our first help in a communication with the
following lines in your handwriting, dear Profes- -
sor: -‘Our prayers for your welfare accompany our
gifts. 'We, your brethren of the Calvinistic Action
Committee, feel the bond that binds you and us
together in Christian sympathy and in the ¢common
cause- of God’s truth’. The Spirit of God and the
common faith embraces the past and the present -
and connects us together as brethren in Jesus Christ.
This diploma wants to be an expression of our: deepl
gratitude for these historical facts.

“9. This d1ploma is an apprec1at1on of the great :
mission. of your life, of your indomitable devotlon_‘ :
to the ancient clear evangehcal faith and of the un-
daunted struggle  which you started for the glory E
of God and the kingdom of Jesus Christ agalns all
secularlzat1on The Calv1n1st1c character of

comes to know you as a true soldier and ‘bra
vocate of that ancient sacred heritage, the r
which emit the qu1cken1ng power of the Wor:
God through the great work of Calvin, through
Institutio religionis christianae. In this strugg
becomes more and more clear that it is not all
same whether an anthropocentrlc or a theocei

dogma’ stands in the center of our view, whe
the doctrine of justification through works (c
vitae bonae), or the teaching of Justlﬁcatlon by
faith (sola fide), and the truth of the. justifi-.
cation of grace (sola gratza) (Rom. 3:24- 28, Eph.
2:8-9).. He who could look into your life, into your
work, 1nto ~your religious  and theologlcal ‘concep- -
tion, does 'see the only one factor in it—the free
grace of ‘God. For through your whole being shines :
the holy truth of the Revelation: ‘It is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth but of God
that showeth mercy’ (Rom 9:16). o :

© %3, But this diploma wants to be a good W1tness ,‘/’
of your scientific work also, the: background of
which is that firm conviction that here in this sin-

~ful World everythlng has to happen for the glory

: THE CALVIN FORUM B om OCTOBER 1948' :




ofGod Soli Deo Gloria! God is ‘everything; eVery-

thing else, even man with his beauty and abilities,
with his richness and power, is nothing. Every

"moment of life serves this immeasurable and in-
comprehens1b1e glory. In order to this service He
~‘gave us the community of the chosen, which has
to be a 11v1ng and ever active church, the power
- of which is the sovereignty of the redeeming and
‘saving grace (gratia Dei). Therefore the members:

of the church have to take seriously and with the
knowledge of their whole responsibility the living

~God. They have to give only Him glory and they

have to look for the certalnty of their salvation in

" His grace only. This certainty may be available in

~ the absolute obedience to the holy will of God. This

[t
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church must be the church of the Word of God.
Everything which serves either human philosophy,

" or vain aesthetical interests, or blind superstition,

and deprives the soul of this living Word of God—
we must leave out of the life of the church. Only
the Holy Scripture must rule over every moment

of life. Only the complete subordination to the will
- of God gives man heroism and enables him to de-

velop all his abilities most completely against every
menace of this godless world. Timor Dei expellit

‘timorem hominum: the fear of God expels the fear

of men. Such a man living and obeying the heav-
enly will is a fellow-worker with God, whom He

entrusted with the service of His glory, out of His

free grace and sovereign will, for the sake of Jesus
Christ. Such a man is an instrument only, but he
is the instrument of the ever living God. He de-
pends on His Creator and Law-giver, but he is free
‘and independent of everything in this world. He
is a servant only, but the servant of a heavenly goal.
He is small and weak, but the Lord God shows His

power in his feebleness

“Thls rel1g1ous determlnatlon is a character1st1c
i ur theological conception, dear Professor. But

it is good to know that this determination is the
_foundatmn of the clear self consciousness of every
~true‘Chr1st1an personality. It is the conditio sine

_mon, the preliminary condition of the correct
evelopment of every social cornmun1ty It is the

SSed pledge of the mdependence of the visiblé

“VC urch of Christ. By the teaching of this religious -
‘determination, Dr. Bouma, you are a true follower
‘of our great reformer: Johannes Calvinus.

S “Through the presentation of this diploma a11‘

these things are acknowledged certified and pro-

) fessed by us.

““In the name and by the author1ty of our church

~district and our Faculty I wish the blessing of God

upon your life and work and I request you, dear

‘Professor, to accept from me this honor and testi-

mony of our Sarospatak Theolog1ca1 Semlnary with

‘ brotherly love

~ After this. presentat1on speech he handed Profes-'
. sor Bouma a most beautiful d1ploma The work-

+ OCTOBER, 1948

- guarantee “of the freedom of nations and a

"emanshlp is superb Dr Bouma then responded ap-': a

propriately to this effect:

He did not know whether to feel honored or
humbled at this moment. He felt deeply the honor
bestowed upon him, but also humbled because he
did not feel deserving of this diploma more than
others who like him were champions of the Re-
formed Faith.” He then said that what Dr. Zsiros

‘had ascribed to him was exactly what Calvin Col-

lege and Seminary stood for. He looked upon the :

‘granting of this d1p10ma not only as a recognition

of him as a man but as a representative of the Chr1s-
tian Reformed denomination.

Reflections

The main design of this art1cle is to express our -
congratulations and to allow all our Forum readers :
to share with the Calvin faculties and student body
the privilege of reading this ﬁne presentat1on speech;
of Dr. Zsiros. '

‘The following are some of the unpress1ons that :
stirred our souls. "

An academy in its 419th year conferred a pro—, o
fessorship upon one in an institution that is still in =
its adolescence. Unwittingly we engage in a bit of
reverie. We dream of the Reformat1on of the stu- :
dents of this great school, who were the heroe f
religious liberty. and. even of the great educ or,
Comenius. ' -

Faith speaks a universal language Rac1ally ‘
Hungarians are different from our Dutch forebears
but in Christ we are one, and we speak the same
language of the Reformation. We felt a foreta
of that great day to come when from all tongu
and tribes we shall adore the same Christ who
now Watch1ng the great day of tr1bu1at1on of his
elect in Hungary."

- We were remlnded of the Protestant Ecumen1c
of Reformation days. Men were not so nat1onahst1
that a man’s country overshadowed his ability an
qualifications. Somehow . this professorship and
that of Dr. Osterhaven has made the Reformed
world shrink greatly. It has made the urge a thou
sandfold stronger to have a Reformed Internationa
as a reflection of what Christ has taught us: to be
one in the same faith.

Another thing which impressed us is that Saros- S
patak lies in the north-east corner of Hungary, the[\f ‘
city closest to the Russian border. Here is an Acad-
émy that is challenged to remain the citadel of the
Reformed faith. Here was ‘one of its capta1ns upon"
the Calvin rostrum.

Finally, Professor Bouma sensed the challenge I
this presentation implied. In his acceptance he -
stressed that we were held responsible by God to
press onward and forward Wh1le Europe was seeth-
1ng with unrest. : B

- Surely the clock of time str1kes vigilance?’ ,louder
today than even during the Reformation! = ~

s




,Eth1op1a and the |
‘~‘°:~*.Return of the Itahan Colomes

2 Copy of Letter sent to a Presxdentlal Candidate

_ Denver. Colorado
e - September 11, 1948
 The Honorable Governor Thomas E. Dewey

- Capitol Building :
- Albany, New York-
_‘:Dear Governor Dewey: : ;
" ABOUT two weeks ago 1 saw or heard a

pronouncement to the effect that you were
in favor of the return of Italian Colonies to

Italy. Though I am in favor of the Repub-

- lcan platform in general and smcerely hope that
the Republican Party attains victory in the Novem-
 Der elections; I must register my reactions as firm-

ly opposed to this matter of the return of Ital1an

‘Colonies to Italy

e 1 spent four and a half years in Eth1op1a as a
/ d1ca1 Missionary, from 1935 to the end of 1939,
/ing been medical director and supermtendent

o :,'of ‘yhe George Memorial Hospital in the American
- Mission (United - Presbyterian Board ~ of Foreign -
issions, 1505 Race Street, Ph1ladelph1a Penn )

rrived on the scene at a time when it was a ques-
on in everyone’s mind as'to whether Mussolini
ould carry on an aggressive war against Eth1op1a
hat happened soon after this is a well-known mat-
S 'r'j of history. I was in an excellent pos1t10n how-
~ ever, to feel the pulse of national feeling among the

'~ Eth10p1an people, and it was my privilege on three

- occasions to meet His. MaJesty the Emperor, Ha1le :

L Selass1e

- tudents of h1story well know how Eth1op1an Te-
- sistance broke down before the r1d1cu10us show  of
‘ e which Italy carried on, and agamst ~which

 the war start. It was verily a parallel ‘with' the lion
~ going after the mouse. Italy was rated as a great
: ‘power and had modern armaments whereas Ethi-
opia, due to millenniums of isolation, could put up a
~ defence comparable only to that of medieval times.
‘We were witnesses of modern bombers, and numer-
~ous cases of poison gas were treated in our hospital,
(notw1thstand1ng Italian denials!). Due to the in-

 ferior equipment, resources and know-how, Ethio-

o g p1a was comparatively soon overrun, though not
- as soon as the Italians expected The reason for
: th1s comparatwely slow progress: ‘of the war was

_the fact that the Ethloplans had a great principle
- ofright on the1r side; - When a soldier is convinced
o that h1s cause is Just he can generally do far more ’

e

iopia had no hope from the begmmng, should

than is expected of him. However the final result ;
was inevitable, and I was a witness to the march-
ing of Mussohm s legions into-the Capital city of
Addis Ababa. I was also a witness to the cruel, sup-
pressive measures which the Italians used later to
subjugate - its unwilling vassals. Throughout - the

‘Italo-Ethiopian war, we felt that the sentiment of

the American people was in favor of the Eth1op1ans
though the government took no official action, and
business firms were allowed to sell scrap-iron and
other material, including tractors, trailers, ete., toy', :
the Italiah government. It was with anything but
pride that we saw huge American trucks and trailer
trucks hauling maximum loads of oil and gasoline -
into the capital city to establish that as a base. It
was the old story all over again of supplying ag—~

- gressors with the means by which they could carry

on their unjust aggression. This we learned later,
to our sorrow, when: Japan used our scrap-1ron .
agamst our boys : :

- When W1ll America ‘learn that Amer1cas sense

of ‘internatienal morality must coincide with ,that
of the actions of her commercial interests? While -
we were in daily danger of being bombed from the
air. by the Italians, at that very moment we. were -
receiving reports that street car tracks, etc., were
being torn up in American cities and bemg s :
Italy as scrap. We now have three sordid examples -
of unJust aggressmn, H1tler Mussohm and Japan,

When I returned to America in 1939, my. Shlp,
Pres1dent Pierce, changed its course somewhat
cause on 1ts outbound ]ourney from Amerlca 1t

sary to visit Japan as all Amemcan vessels R
finding it more. proﬁtable to make a d1rect Journey
laden with scrap-iron.

The return of Italian colonies to Italy is'in d1rect
violation of the spirit of the Atlantic Charter. Nor
is the Atlanti¢ Charter to be looked upon only as an -
idealistic pronouncement, not to be carried out
when the opportunity is present. The- Eth1op1ans ,
are an ancient people with racial or1g1ns which go
far. back even before medieval days. It is a matter
of historical record that Eritrea, as well as more of
the Red Sea Littoral, have belonged to Ethiopia- for
centuries. The future disposition of Eritrea and
other colonies adjacent to Ethiopia should be deter- ;

mmed not by the needs or des1res of Italy, but by

~ THE CALVIN FORUM ¥ % OCTOBER, 1948




- ing subjects:
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‘ 'theNationalistie ‘cOnsciou‘sneSS;Of the people in the

disputed -territory as determined by a plebiscite,
falrly conducted by ob]ectlve international auspices.

It is true that there is a minority in Eritrea which

desire either union with Italy or complete independ-

" ence. These are mostly Mohammedan. The vast

majority of Eritreans, however, belong to the Ethi-
opian Church and have expressed themselves, and
are expressing themselves, in no uncertain terms
that they wish to be united to Ethiopia. Even as
the roots of World War I can be traced directly to

the Congress of Vienna in 1815, when Europe. was:

divided, not on the basis of nationality, but on the
basis of what the more powerful nations could get

- on the international “chess board”, so the roots of
- further dissension, strife and war, will be built upon
 any return of former colonles to Italy, part1cularly

Emtrea

“Some contend that return of former colonles to
Italy does not include Ethiopia which is recognized

“as an independent country and as a member of the

United Nations. Ethiopia is well aware, however,

. that proximity to Italy in Eritrea and other nearby

Recent Trends in
_New Testament Study

: vcolomes w1ll be strongly provocat1ve of further ag-
-gression.

It has been sa1d that your pronouncement was
made as a means of gaining favor with the large

JItalian vote in New York and in other states ‘We: .

have only to recall, however that ‘many. Itallan—f
Americans were not in favor of their native Italy

“overrunning Ethiopia, and that to every fair-mind-

ed Italian-American, allowmg Italy to. return to
East Africa is a means of carrying on the unpemal-
istic policies of the nineteenth century. We, as
Americans, pride ourselves that no peoples are un-
willing subjects under our flag. It is only consustent
Americanism that we allow Eth1op1a and other

- nations to Work out their own future without duress-

or aggression from 1mper1allst1c natlons : o
- Yours very respectfully, . e
(Slgned) O
Joun A. CREMER M D .
" Medical Director g
: R ‘Bethesda Sanator1um
4400 East Iliff -Avenue :
Denver 7, Colorado

-Testament Exegetical Theology must be a

at all. Is it not true that in the early his-

:tory of our school one professor taught the follow-
ing Dogmatics, Old Testament History,
- New Testament History, General History, Church

story, O. T. Exegesis, N. T. Exegesis, Practical
eology, Geography, Chronology, Latin, -Greek,
d Hebrew? Sometimes the editorship. of the
urch-paper or other functions which today re=
uire full-time were added for good measure, to
ep the professor out of mischief. For the work
school a generous salary of $1 000 $1 300 was al-

;lowed

‘But even these m1racle—men were overshadowed

'by the many-talented Leonardo da V1nc1 of fifteenth
~and sixteenth century fame, of whom a biographer
- relates that he was ‘“an architect, sculptor, painter,

poet, musician, chem1st “engineer, merchant, and

~[as if we did not suspect it] a profound thinker, a

precocious originator of all modern . wonders and
ideas, a subtle and umvegsal gemus . the restorer
of all the arts and sciences.’ SRR

ok Address dehveled at the Openmg' Exerc1ses of Calvm Sem~

inary, Grand Raplds, Michi, on Wednesday, September 8, 1948
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9IE business of ‘occupying the chair of New

snap. It should require hardly any effort

* ties to the utmost, and using all the tools at his ¢

~ Willicm Hendriks
’ Professor of New . Testa
..‘Calvin Semmary :

And here we are: somewhat conversant with j
one field of knowledge: theology; professor in
division “of that field, Exegetzcal Theology;
however, in the whole of it but only in one dep.
ment, New Testament Exegetlcal Theology Wha
a snap!

'FSo it would seem Nevertheless, as Longfello’
told us long ago, things are not what they see
The fact is that this New Testament Departmen
is.a terr1tory so vast that it is no exaggeration t
say that any man, strammg his, God-given cap

posal, will still not be able to cover it with any de
gree of thoroughness in a l1fet1me

In this paper we shall endeavor ‘merely to scratchf
the surface; that is, to examine the topsoil, not the
subsoil. Or, to change the figure, we shall not ask
you to climb into every main branch that grows
out of the stem of the N. T. tree, and we shall cer-
tainly. not risk either your or our own health by
venturing out upon numerous twigs. We shall i
vestigate recent.trends in.some of the' main branche
of N. T. study. ‘We shall describe the trends; and -
shall not attempt to give you a lengthy list of tecent
book-titles. . There are several N. T. Bibhographles
and other works whlch furnlsh the. t1tles In addl-":,‘




ucts.

' tlon we have ertten extens1ve rev1ews Whlch have

appeared in public, and from these sources such in-

‘ ‘formatlon ‘can easily be gathered.

e Lékicogfaphy

;and Grammar

“In our Semlnary Catalog New Testament Greek
and Elementary Exegesis heads the list of under-
: graduate subjects in our department Among gradu-
ate courses there are two N. T. Reading courses,
also one Hellenistic Reading course and one course
in the significance of Biblical Aramaic for the study

~ of the N. T. It is evident, therefore, that all these

courses aim to promote-the student’s ability to read
and interpret the New Testament. Now a person
who approaches subjects such as these may easily
~commit the error of thinking that lexicography and
_grammar belong to the category of finished prod-
Deeper reflection and more thorough study
‘soon reveal that even in matters such as these we

o have traveled no farther than the first few miles.

~That this is true today, in the year of our Lord 1948,
may cause surprise, but it is true just the same. So,

for example, it is a fact that a good N. T. Lexicon
~does not exist. We make this statement W1thout

fear of successful contradiction, and in the full

. awareness of a certain amount of progress which

- has been made. G. E. Wright of the McCormick

. Theological Semmary, Chicago, stated in a recent

";‘artlcle “A new d1ctlonary of New. Testament Greek
- which utilizes the papyri and the LXX . . is sore-

1y needed.” (The Study of the Bible Today and To-

- morrow, edited by H. R. Wllloughby, . 78). Now
- that clause “which utilizes the papyri and the LXX”

- deserves attention. It serves to emphasize the woe-

’ ,,'ful state of affairs for the question immediately sug-

E jgests ltself How can there be a N. T. Lexicon which
. ;utzlzzes the LXX as long as we are still waiting for
- an adequate d1ct10nary of the LXX? Nothing that

' 'approaches completeness has ever been produced.

,,;There is an ‘old work in Latin, but as our own re-
- cent studies have 1nd1cated that work is far from

~ this: ‘Before we ‘begin to clutter the entries of the

N.T. Lexicon with all kinds of material from the
‘ "papyr1 should we not first of all settle the question

to what extent this papyri-material can be legiti-

. mately used to shed light on N. T. terms and con-

structions? At present there is certainly no agree-
ment on that issue. On the one hand E. J. Good-
" speed, in line with A. Deissmann, J. H. Moulton,
G. Milligan, A. T. Robertson, and many others, pro-

- claims that the Gospels are written in popular
- Greek, that Semitisms must not be expected, and
~ that just about every N. T. word can be explained

e in the hghto the papyr1 Here are his own words:

“Many unusual constructions in the N. T. Greek

: used to. be explalned as Semitisms—that is, as due

. to imitation of Hebrew or Aramaic idioms. But in

‘explain N. T. terms wholly in the light of the con-

“ed. Moreover, what good reason can there pos31bly¢
Another questlon wh1ch demands an answer is

 conclusions? -

the presence of the Greek papyri these too have
rapidly dwindled until they have lost any literary
significance.”  (Article in: Atlantic. Monthly,  Oct.,
1936). But, on the other hand, C. C. Torrey, A. T.
Olmstead, and others, in several books and articles,
deny all this in no uncertain terms. They are con-
vinced that the literature of the Koine dialect is
unable to account for the peculiarities of N. T.
Greek; that any attempt to show something similar
in the papyri fails utterly; and that an exeges1s of
Jesus’ sayings based on the Greek alone is hopeless-
ly out of date.

As we see it, there probably is an element of .
truth and of error in both positions. Detailed and -
undeniable evidence has established the fact that -
by studying really comparable papyri-material
something can be learned about the characteristics, -
grammar, and vocabulary of N. T. Greek. Similar-
ly, something can also be learned by delving into
the Hebrew, the LXX, and the peculiarities of Ara-
maic grammar and 1ex1cography We fear, how-
ever, that the opposing camps, which represent two
present-day  trends, each insisting upon its own
theory and at times rejecting the opposite as being
utterly nonsensical, have failed to do full justice to
a simple rule; namely, that, after all, the Bible is its
own best mterpreter In our own 1nvest1gat10n into- -
the meaning of the preposition ANTI in the New
Testament we soon discovered that the papyri-

“ material furnished little information which couldf‘ '
- not be gathered more readily and clearly from a -
study of the LXX and especially from a careful in-

vestigation of the N. T. context, in which the pre-
position occurs. This study has confirmed us in‘the

conviction that Reformed Hermeneutics is correct -

when it insists on the great value of the study of -
the context in the work of Exegesis. ‘
moreover, solemnly warn students against attempts ,

of which several examples could easily be given, to

notation which they may attain in certain n n-
religious papyrological settings. Even in our Lexi-
cography. and Grammar we should remain Reform-

be for: giving our unquahﬁed support to elth"
two - camps which ‘are guilty of defendlng un
ranted extremes as they fiercely contest each other’s
While we gratefully acknowledge[ )
whatever real light is furnished by sources that lie
outside of the New Testament, let us place the em-
phasis where it belongs and let us, accordingly, con-
tinue the Reformed tradition of explaining N. T."

terms and constructlons on the bas1s of their N T B

contexts. ,
Parenthetically we may add that one should not s

~fall into the error of placing too much confidence

in the lexicon. Yes, even then when in support of
a certain meaning, references are given, one should
be sure to look them up. Again and again it will be
discovered that the references fail to prove what
they were supposed to prove. Is it possible that the
dictionary-definition is at. times the result of the
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highly significant saying:  “The Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
~give his life a LUTRON ANTI POLLOON"?

Returning to what we stated a moment ago, it
“should be clear by this time that as long as the rela-
~ tive significance of papyri-material for N. T. lexi-
“cography and grammar is still the subject of fierce

contention it will be useless to look for a really good

© N. T. Lexicon. In the meantime we shall allow

Goodspeed and his school to fight Torrey and his
school, and in our work of Exegesis we shall con-
- tinue to apply hermeneutical principles that are
tried and tested (having been taught here at Cal-
vin for many, many years) and that are safer by far

and not less scholarly than either of the opposing

trends which today are contendlng for the mas-
tery.

One more word about N. T Lex1cons is neces-

sary. Why is it that at best these books merely pre-
~ sent facts and furnish data, but fail to show the stu-
- dent how this information can be acquired as a last-

5o ing possessmn‘? Is it not deplorable that to this

very day no one has written a handy N. T. Lexicon

which throughout shows the relation between Greek
and English words, so that at a glance the student

will see how this Greek word, which at first looks
so formidable and bewildering, is, after all, a com-
] nt element in a very familiar English term?
_Is it not an undeniable fact that memorization (for
- example, the acquisition of a foreign-language vo-

‘cabulary) is based upon the process of mental as-
: ,~s001at10n" Why then has no one ever written a
ree Column Lexicon of the N. T. showing, in
rallel columns: a) the Greek word b) its Eng-
h equlvalent and c) wherever possible (which
ans in most cases), the Enghsh cognate or deri-
tive? Must books be difficult in order to be worth-
ile? Must. sermons be hard to dlgest in order
edlfy"

wing us up to this point will say: But why spend

- raphy and grammar? All we, as future ministers,
" need:is the Pulpit Commentary or some Sermon Il-

lustration Book, and we can go on our way rejoic-

ing. We answer-that unless a future minister of the
- Word studies the Bible thoroughly, and in the origi-
- nal languages, he may soon find himself in the predi-
cament of a certain long departed preacher who had
fallen in to a similar neglect. At the close of his
first year in the ministry he is reported to have

- sent an S.0.S. to the Faculty of the Seminary from
which he graduated. It was to this effect: “Please
help me, as I'am at a loss what to do. I have preach-
ed- through the entire Bible, from Gene31s to Reve-
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phllosophlcal or. rehglous blas of the author" Could .
that possibly be the reason why W. Bauer in his -
famous ~Griechisch-deutsches Worterbuch zu den
~ Schriften des Neuen Testaments, third edition, Ber-
lin, 1937, entry ANTI, refuses to ascribe the sub-
stitutionary sense to that preposition, as used in the

‘ly needed, as we see it, is a Commeniary on

It is p0351b1e that the student who has been fol-

much time on utterly dry subjects like lexicog-

‘latlon I have reached the end of my rope Ik ben

uitgepreekt.”

" In addition to—or, perhaps, in combination w1thy{
—a really good N. T. Lexicon we need a book of
N. T. Synonyms. We rejoice in the fact that R. C.
Trench’s well-known treatise is being repubhshed .
It contains much that is excellent. Nevertheless,' G
anyone with even a superﬁmal knowledge of the
N.T. field readily understands that a book written
about seventy. years ago will hardly suffice today.

To be sure, the progress in N. T: research, especial-
ly along this line, has been slow, but not quite as
slow as all that. The Synonym book which we en- -
vision should, in the first place, be far more com-
plete than is that of Trench, and secondly it should

incorporate the results of worth-while lex1cograph1-, .
cal studies which have been made during the last
several decades and which have been mcorporated* 4
in numerous artlcles and theses. :

Translation ctnd o
Commentaries

As is clear to anyone who has perused recent
Bibliographies of N. T. Literature, very little has
been done of late in the realm of scholarly, conser-
vative N. T. commentaries in the English langua
Older works have been or are being republishec
but these, as should be self-evident, cannot full
satisfy present-day needs, ,masmuch as they nat
ally have not kept pace with whatever advanc
there has been .in textual criticism, archeolog
lexicography, and related studies. What is ‘urgen{'

N. T. in the English language written by Ameri
authors of Reformed persuasion. ‘These men sho
be scholars, versed in the three Bible languag
Hebrew, Greek Aramaic. Although the content
of such work should indicate that it is based
thorough study, its style and language should
sufficiently simple and vivid to make it useful
the intelligent layman. Such a commentary is 1
overdue. We might suggest that it be accompani
with a new translation of the N.T. somewhat
the order of what is found in Korte Verklaring de
Heilige Schrift, where these two elements, n
translation and new commentary, occur side by s
This last remark naturally calls for some stat
ment with respect to present-day trends in th
phere of translating the N. T. into English. Ve” i
sions of the N. T. are appearing so fast that one can
hardly keep up with them. When one has become
thoroughly acquainted with Moffatt and with Good-
speed, a new edition of Weymouth is suddenly
thrust upon the market.. Next appears the Berkely
version by Verkuyl, a work of considerable merit,
though the rendering is rather free at times, and
ﬁnally, the Revised Standard Version, which nght‘

now is creating such a stir. We have made a some-

what detailed study of this, version. On the favor-

‘able side it must be said that, among other things,

4




“Move hence to yonder place,”

that, barring several unhappy exceptlons it is
‘based on somewhat more scholarly work in the

N field of textual criticism, and that it does greater
~justice to what, after everything has been said, will

probably st111 be regarded as Semltlsms

On the opposite side, it cannot be too strongly
stressed that this verswn as we pointed out from
the. very beginning, is characterlzed by many faults.
Conservative scholars should have expected this.
None of them should have been caught napping
when this new translation (which erroneously calls
itself a revision) made its appearance. Dr. O. T.

. Allis calls it a liberal version. In his Revision or
. New Translation, Just off the press, he states:

“If
by ‘liberal’ version is meant a version which repre-

k . sents a lax and ‘liberal’ attitude to the question of

‘the plenary, verbal inspiration and the divine au-

e thorlty of Scripture, then RSV is clearly such a

,‘versmn (p. 143.) He quotes the statement of one
~of the men who prepared this version. After calling
_attention to difficulties in translating, that author
~ stated: “But once the translator of the New Testa-
ment is freed from the influence of the theory of

= verbal inspiration, these difficulties cease to be for-

midable.” Our own investigation has convinced us
that in many instances this RSV is not a version at
- all but at best an 1nterpretat10n or -an attempt at
aphrase Words—sometimes entire phrases—are
~ omitted; expressions are inserted; 1engthy sentences
e s1mp1y cut up into shorter ones in .such a fash-
that style and meaning d1sappear and what in
e 'orlgmal is a modifier has now become an inde-
ndent Sentence. ‘"Thus, for example Paul’s joy-

- ul and confident expression of gratitude to God for

"'he spiritual progress of the people at Philippi is
longer grounded in the firm conviction that he

: ~who has begun a good work in them will perfect it

ntil the day of Jesus Christ; see Phil. 1:3-7. What
- in the original is a modlﬁer has become an' inde-
;pendent sentence, with loss of meaning. Again

. Jmpletely changed, thus destroying the intended
~ emphasis of the original; and finally, numerous

; notes which appear in the American Standard Ver-.
sion and are of great value were simply dropped.

~ What is needed is a true and faithful version of the
' ;New Testament, made by conservative scholars.

. Works on New

- 'kTestament Introduction |
~ Among the subJects taught in the New Testa—'

- ment Department N. T. Introduction may be con-
- sidered one of the most ,important'. In this field
- there has been bustling activity in recent years.

Several new books, some of them excellent in many
o respects, have been publlshed of late. Neverthe—

g

it has done away with many archaisms—by no-
~ means all (note:
o *[Matt 17:21)—, that it iis somewhat more keenly
-+ aware of grammatical mood and tense distinctions,

e sentence-order has in numerous cases ‘been

‘less, among'the’se books we have not seen any that

combines the following musts: (a) it must be alive
with respect to the recent trends in N. T. study,
discussing present-day issues from a conservative
point of view; (b) it must devote ample space to
the d1scussmn of the actual contents of the N. T.
as a whole and of its several books; and (c¢) it must =
present its themes, outlines, and other materials in
such a manner that these can be rather easily re-
tained by the student. A really good and up-to-date
N. T. Introduction is urgently ‘needed. Broadly
speaking, we can divide recently published N. T.
Introductions into the following groups: '
First, there are the texts which may be classified
as radical. These proceed from the History of Re-

ligions’ point of view, and regard much of what is

found in the N. T. as the product of the passing
fancies -of undeveloped, rather primitive, minds,
According to this school Paul affirms what James
denies. The fact that some of these books have al-
ready gained wide popularity and have been intro- .
duced in certain seminaries is deplorable. o

Secondly, there is the N. T. Introduction falsely
called conservative. Probably as the result of the

Barthian influence several books of this character

have made their appearance of late. Their authors
tell us that the Bible is a fine book, indeed. They
stress that return to the Bible is the only hope for

the church. They even enlarge on this theme, but

they do not regard the entire Bible, as or1g1na11y,',
written, to be the inspired Word of God. Again and
again' they make inexcusable concessions to the -

position of liberal theology. Nevertheless, through-

out their books they keep on emphasizing that they
are conservative. One of them even spells the word

conservative with a capital letter. He seem .
think that the implied exclamation: “I am a Con-
servative, CONSERVATIVE,

in this group writes an Introduction to the N
Testament but completely omits any dlscussm ,
a few of its books. He 1gnores them as 1f they *dld_f;f
not exist. o
Now this attitude to Scrlpture is dangerous We[[‘
should be on guard against it. This certainly does
not mean that one must make a hobby of fighting
Barthianism.  Far from it. This movement must

be studied in the light of its own historical back-

ground and in the light of Scripture. It should not

be represented as being either better or worse than

it is. Nevertheless, when the doctrine of plenary, |

organic 1nsp1rat10n a doctrine 'so ‘dear to us, and:
so fundamental is caricatured, when it is repre-

sented as being inconsistent w1th the study of text-

ual criticism—as is done by E. Brunner in Revela-
tion and Reasom, p. 274—, and when that same
~author who ‘on several pages of his book clearly

ridicules the orthodox position fails to show us by

what cr1ter10n he hlmself accepts certaln portlons <
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CONSERVA-

TIVE,” will prove to be convincing in the end,
somewhat after the fashion of those who say that
-any lie can be made acceptable if it is repea d -
often enough. Another author whom I would place
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beginselen - ter. Schriftverklaring;
- Bizondere Canoniek, a work in N. T. Introduction;
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‘ of Scr1pture but reJects others 1t is: ‘time to con-
~ demn such unfair procedures in the most emphatic

language. In this connection we would call your
atterition to Prof. L. Berkhof’s “What is the Word
of God?”, a chapter in The Word of God and the
Reformed Faith, p. 51 ff. Read that fine summary

~of the Reforrned pos1t1on with respect to the Bible

as the inspired Word of God. At this point we can-
not refrain from express1ng the sincere wish that
every student may, in his struggle with the Dutch
language, achieve the necessary efficiency to read
with profit that real gem: G. C. Berkouwer’s Het
Probleem der Schriftkritiek. Let it be remembered
that some of the best N. T. literature from the Re-
formed point of view is being produced in the Neth-

erlands. If others, without any Dutch background

whatsoever, have burned midnight oil in order to
acquire a knowledge of the Dutch language so that
they might readits excellent religious literature,

‘why not you who glory in your Dutch descent? Of

late several first-class books in the field of the New
Testament have been published in The Netherlands.
We refer to such works as: S: Greijdanus, Schrift-
same - author,

H. N. Ridderbos, De,Strekking‘der Bergrede naar
Mattheus; same author; Zelfopenbaring en Zelfver-

~ berging; and, last but not least, to that truly beauti-
~ ful -work - Christus De Heiland, in which the best

Reformed scholars of The Netherlands have given

us their finest contributions on this glorious sub-

ject. The work was edited by F. W. Grosheide. No
one who wishes. to pass as a real Reformed theo-

logian, at least no one who would be known as
 somewhat at. home in Reformed New Testament
. literature, can afford to ignore books such as these.
- Works of this character, whether published in The

Netherlands, in our own country, or elsewhere

~ should be diligently studied. They constitute the’
, 'cream Why be satisfied with skim-milk? - More-
- over, these authors regard the B1b1e as the 1nsp1red
Word of God.

In the third group of recent N. T. Introduct1ons
e would place those which, though wholly sound
%{prmc1ple and excellent in many of their features,

veal the tendency, to a greater or lesser degree,

of followmg the negative Bible-critic step by step.

he critic, in his book, has tried to show that a cer-

tain N. T. book is of doubtful authorship. He has,
~let us say, presented ten arguments to prove his
pos1t1on The conservative answers these argu-

ments one by one with much evidence of erudition
and with unassailable logic.. His soundness cannot
be open to questioning. Nevertheless, when finally
he puts down his weary pen, he becomes aware of

“the fact that in answering the arguments of the

critic he has used up all the available space. There
is room only for one or two lines in which the en-

“tire contents of the Bible-book must be summar-
ized. The result is this: when the student finishes

his course he: may know all about the cr1t1c, but all
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e lacking in distinctive methodology. These works ~victim of epileptic seizures.

k too ltttle about the Lord He ‘has been 1ntroduc d

to. Harnack, but he has caught only a ﬂeetmg .
g11rnpse of Paul To this error what we consider a
minor fault is sometimes added. We refer to the
fact that in some of these recent works—we are not
discussing the older ones—the books of the New
Testament are taken up one by one according to the
order of arrangement found in the English Bible. -

This method is open to the objections: ment1oned 1n1 :

-our Bible Survey, pp. 215-220.

In the fourth category we would l1ke to placej ‘
those books on N. T. Introduction which reveal the
three characteristics that have been mentioned and -
avoid the errors which have been condemned:. So,
if one of you will be kind and industrious enough
to write such a book, we shall 1rnmed1ately place 5
it in this fourth category. iy

As to Form
Criticism

In the field of N. T. History and so- called szlzcaln ;
Theology books are appearing faster than anyone .
can read them. Paul is be1ng “recovered” right
along. That very apostle who in his hymn of love,
I Cor. 13, defends the true and well-balanced reh- i
gion over against such extremes as ecstatic emo-
tionalism (“though I speak with the tongues of men
and angels”), dogmatic intellectualism (“though I

have all knowledge”), humanitarian philan-
throp1sm (“though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor”) and all-out asceticism (“though I give
my body to be burned”) has been called the ads
cate of each of these in turn. Says J. S. Stewart
his book A Man in Christ (p. 2): “We have
Paul the ecstatic visionary, Paul the. speculat1
theolog1an, Paul the organizer and ecclesiastic, Pz
the humanitarian toralist, Paul the ascetic.” Mz
of the nineteenth century reconstructions of Paul
ine teaching have characterized him as a dogm
tist, the creator of a philosophy of religion.
late there have been several reactions, but on t
whole they have not been of the rlght variety, w
ness several recent attempts to make of the gr
apostle a mystical dreamer or a man who was t

As to the “life” and teach1ng of Chr1st For
criticism is the vogue: today. It is a historical
construction of the pre- Gospel ‘writing per1od
rather, an attempt to arrive at such a reconstrt
tion. The material of which the Gospels are made
are divided into several distinc¢t units, types, or
forms; such as, miracle-stories,- sayings of - Jesus, i
apocalyptic sayings, etc. These separate units are
then divested of whatever the Form-critic regards E
as extraneous material; i.e;, material that was added
to the original form. The theor1es of many of these
Form-critics are subjective in the extreme. They
believe that miracle-stories must be ‘late; for the
simple reason that miracles could not have happen-
ed. ‘Often, the presupposition, whether *ggxpressed» k|
or implied, 1s of this character the Gospel storles"
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ghow, in strlklng contrast with the rise and develop-
ment of folklore, in the very brief period of a single

‘,transm1tted orally, and in spite. of all the eye-wit-

_ historical acumen, mere folk-tales could have gain-

o ‘ance. They fail. completely to explain how such a
‘mlghty and glorious movement as Christianity

~ What the new trend may lead to is clear from a
tatement by one of its earliest proponents, Rudolf

now know almost nothing of the life and personal-
ity of Jesus ..
.0

ther clear- 111us’trat1on of what the trend has ac-

otally different lesson.from the one which
er" umnstrueted in the mcetles ‘of Form~

nesses of Form-criticism ‘have been pub-
ritics go their merry way. The business

core, is too 1nterest1ng a pastime to be given
ily. Moreover, just now the expert in this art

as been presented in thls paper was not

in. trends

s the latest dlscovery

nit ourselves to the writing of the most essential

il. Scores of men't ust be engaged in it.

: that the glorlous work of our Lord

an ever, and in order that the church whmhf’? He

- e nothing but folk—tales that have grown by grad-, foun
~ual accretion, like a rolling snowball. Early preach- I
~ers took the “forms” as they found them, and added
or subtracted——usually added-—to suit’ the1r purpose.
These advocates of Form-criticism fail to explain

: generatlon durmg which the Gospel-tradition was

nesses, including several men of keen intellect and.

: ~ ed such general currency and widespread accept-

- could have developed from such a false start. -

ultrnann Says he: “I do indeed think that we can
V. (Jesus and the Word, p.8). ‘An-

plished is seen in C. W. F. Smith, The Jesus of -
Parables. What is left of the Parable (e. g., of
wer,) after Smith gets through Wlth it con-

thmk1ng about thing

s found as he studied it in his own N.T.. e

veral trenchant refutations of the errors ~L€SSOT O1 fUISIC
- I'said to him,

he reputation of being considered very

too bad for the theory that the critics
s differ so widely on S0 many basic points.
. 'pectacle Would be amusmg 1f 1t Were '

s an exhaustive summary of all that is
el of New Testament studies. We have
rtai These trends, . ;.
ay, are mostly negative. Many of them are = ;o

conflicting. Nevertheless, their adherants’- .
m, and one is considered unscholarly P
0t accept ‘whatever happens to be ad—‘ﬁﬁ" -

he ormed scholar, who takes his stand upon
"‘ure foundation of the Word of God, has a moun-

of work ahead of him. Even when you and I ‘baCk to th‘?sc

wever, work that must be accomphshed It U
done for the sake of God and His kingdom,

'concern of our

: t:[E s1tuat1on bemg What 1t is, T was feehngr'
‘ ~worried lately, really down in the mouth. -

I wanted some advice. So I looked up a
scientist, because I have heard that scien-
tists know the answers. “The situation,” I said to
him, “is bad and what’s rnore I believe it is gettm‘
worse. What do you mean to do about ‘
- “T just work here,” he said. “Ask him -
He took his hand off the test tube he was hold k
and: po1nted at his employer, a bus1ness man.
“Things are bad lately,” I said to hlm, ‘and T was
wondermg what you were thmklng
“I simply tend to my business,”
“But for something like that now you
over to the University.:

-

fessor.of hlstory. 1
“T do

the apple, cutting it to pieces and gettmg R

It was plamr

ks, such as will be in the nature of tools for =~ ~"F '
he" research, th1s task Wﬂl require years, of .. H

“Could be ”



‘ om‘ Presupposmons

Ex folutlonary g! hmkmg

\ _OME tlme last wmter pres1dent Everest pre— ;
~ sented to the members of our affiliation a pro- -
posal that this organization publish its esti-

“mate of the evolution theory after we have
thoroughly studied and discussed the matter and
have cometo certam deﬁmte conclusmns It was

years hence at a t1me co-
' al of the pubhcatlon of

need among us than a

“such an extent that one
1versal acceptance Hun—

t 1t'but to no avail so. far S

eory : among th

rush of th1s theory be- :
A 1th the account of cre— ;

'nsplredvtruth differ

1sts of_ today Fa1thf

md Itis a guldei

8¢ rt that we start

'bt an’ excellent one :

Edwm Y. Mo'
Professor of - Orgamc
. Calvin College = ~5

tlons, test their va11d1ty, and proceed from them t'"

‘the logical conclusions.

This may sound very unsc1ent1ﬁc in th1s a
inductive reasoning, and yet, in following this
method we need be no more deductive than thel
modern scientist who interprets all he sees in
light of his evolutlonary conception. I have ye
see a consistent evolutionary 1nterpretat10

was derived by a purely inductive process.

It is the purpose of this paper to point out brieft
some fundamental presuppositions that are b:
to evolutionary th1nk1ng, to evaluate them a
give their counterparts in our own approach ’
questlons of interpretation of natural pheno
I mention just four, though. there may b 5

The ‘evolutionist believes: =~
1. That our knowledge of natural phe
. .comes from nature alone L

. That the fundamental simila

- living organisms can be expl
~ ‘the basis of a relationship of de

. That the variations or change
- _served in living. orgamsm
- their'scope, and
‘.f_,That the causes of such

- tive today in the same way

‘fways been in the past
: 3 T
The first mentloned presuppos1tron ]

our knowledge of natural phenomes

nature alone, is in a sense basic to all

ables us to see’ the limitations and sho co

“the other three. The counterpart to the first
- s1t1on would read something like this

‘Natural phenomena are not known'

" ture alone but from nature and from
Scriptures, for God has revealed Himse
only in nature but in the Scriptures as wel
And it is precisely with the aid of thi

~revelation that we get a complete pic

the facts.

: N ow. 1t 1s ev1dent that rlght here at the

* severe opposmon For what after all have

with the so-called scientific method'? Ha

) "carded it altogether? If so, we cannot exps

- ceive a listening ear from those who have so




bint out that we have not dropped the scientific
d altogether but that we have amplified it.:
have included with our sources of knowledge

'~1nscr1pturated word, because we believe it to

es will not accept this inclusion as valid.
~only point out that without it we shall not
be able to get a complete picture, for such questions
about nature as whence? whither? and wherefore?
can not be answered without it. We must be will-

g to take this posmon from the outset or lose the

rnerstone of our entlre sc1ent1ﬁc structure

n which seems logical when one con-

igin. Llndsey in his Textbook of Evo-
enetics, for 1nstance devotes several

to this pomt” He states among otHer

, “When relatlonshlp is ‘mentipned, the

'ought ‘aroused is of 31m11ar1ty Fur-.

: shows that wn cannot have 51m11ar-
"hlp, without some degree of com-

’ To Lindsey and other evolution-

' indicates a relatlonshlp of de-

s1ons that such
rt of the whole. Our unbelieving and liberal  vari

~isms. The whole quest of the moder

~ explanation. Neverthe
of evolutlomsts th‘

on the~bas1s of a relatlonshlp of descent) is.

ordlnarﬂy thmgs which are similar have

Vs gene mutations,

s to the credit of Charles Darwin that he took notef;“f
: of the 1mportance of varlatlons although the ,above-

varlatlons haveﬁ glven
groups of animals and plants
day Although modern scientists recc

exist to-
ze the in-

adequacy of Darwin’s theory, they nevertheless con-
clude that Varlatlons somehow or other have in the

past and do now give rise to new forms‘of organ-
olutionists
ufficiently
ppearance of these
‘present -

is to find some explanatlon f
31gn1ﬁcant to account fo

different forms. It is a Ir
knowledge has not yet suppl

' that We can not shar

in the ﬁrst place bu

elatlonshlp, and therefore smce ,

L gle v .
and we accept 1t because itis ’na accord-', Kk

the revelatlo m the Scrlptures

an adequate"f b
' nv1ct10n;,;_ ;



~ that conflicts with such a concept1on All the known

‘facts seem to conform w1th it. P
o ,‘ We come now to the fourth and last mentloned
«presuppos1t1on namely, that. the causes for change

5 are operatlve today in the same way they have al-

~ways been in the past. This has become one of ‘the
most fundamental assumptlons of evolutlonary
thought. Dobzhansky in his Genetics and the Orzgm

of Species mentions it as one of the three main as-

sertions of evolution when he says, “All these
changes have arisen from causes which now con-

e

studied experimentally.”®) Following in the wake

~of Charles Lyell and his actualistic geology, all evo-

- lutionists have made this principle their loadstar
 in determining the events of the past. For, as Nor-
. denskiold puts it: “If past natural phenomena in
general are to be calculated or at least reconstruct-
ed with fair probab1hty, it is necessary to start from

“the present Whose course of events it is poss1ble to"

R It is no doubt due to the appeal of ‘such state-;
 ments that this pr1nc1p1e ‘has been so universally
accepted not only by evolutionists but also, credu-

‘mine there is noth1ng in. Scrlpture or in science f the a; k
“age the entire creative period? I

‘tween creation and providence?

with all that it contains.. . It does not tell us how

_ tinue in operation and which therefore can be

by some Who profess not to beheve 1n evolu- :

: myster1es of God’s creative work?

~evolutionary philosophy if we do no
‘clearly between creation and prov1denc

,_How can a Chrlst1an geolog1st for. 1nst
0 the earth’s strata without Lyells pr
Vl"  Will he have to return to the old catacl
"~ ries of Cuvier and others? Hardly. But

" basis of Scripture cataclysms can not be.
altogether In this connection, we ask: Ha

tea. “his' agsociates) taken adequate account of s
; }Blbhcal and historical facts as the effects of si
the fall, the peculiar characteristics of th

f f‘deluge"

5 seems to me we shall first of all have to ass
- we cannot hope to explain God’s - creat1ve‘ WO

t - can accept the assertion of Mars
is - changes ‘which have appeared i
> creatzon have arisen through

n of Species, 2nd

estimate of the age of this.earth and

to the fact that we erase the line

consciously or unconsciously: We,accept the -
ple that present natural phenomena are a measure
of past events, including the events of creatio
Have we not with: credulity accepted the interpre-
tations based upon this fourth. presuppos1tlon" e

If so, should we not first of all reconsider the im-
p11cat1ons of some of our conclusions lest we find
ourselves torn loose from our moorings? '

Scr1pture tells us that God creatéd this umverse‘“"_‘f;

God created it. Does His other revelation, the reve-
lation in nature tell us that? Are His operatlons,
in the care and sustenance of this universe perha

the same as those which governed His ¢
This appears to be the assumptlon of some
But is this assumption in accord with ‘the
tures? If it is not, we err when we come to
conclusions wh1ch are based upon it.
the guidance of the Holy Spirit tells.
invisible things of him since the creati
world are clearly seen, belng perceive
things that are made, even his everlas
and divinity.”® Do these “things that
also show us' the processes God used
them? And the writer to the: Hebrews te
it is: “By faith we understand that the we
been framed by the word of God, so ths
seen hath not been made out of thmgs Wr
pear.””) Does the Holy Sp1r1t ‘here mean to
that present appearances do not lead us into

It appears to me that we. stand com it

then can we explain certaln natura

tian biologists and geologists (outs1de o "Prlc

luvian perlod and . the tremendous effec :

In connect1on w1th this fourth presuppos't"'s

means of emp1r1cal ‘procedure.

6)~ Romans 1:20.
7). Hebrews 11:8;
‘Marsh,.
on;; 1944

L E'uolutzon, C1 eatzon, Scze




“fore can be studied experimentally.”
. Before we as an organization are ready to ex-
press: ourselves publicly and officially on the larger’
‘aspects of the evolution problem we should study‘
- prayerfully and scientifically such fundamental is-

now contmue' to be in operat1on and whlchi there-y

»there be .

& \ The Voice of

sues as I have tr1ed to present in th1s paper Then
with the help of God, we may at least be able to
establish more ﬁrmly the faith of those who by
God’s grace are led to the truth and significance of -

that majestic pronouncement:

“And God said let
. and there was.” :

our Readers o / ,

“A REAL GEM”

. 255 Jeﬂ’erson Avenue, S.E.,
“. Grand Rapids 8, Michigan,
September 14, 1948.

D .YCIaxence Bouma, Edltor
'HE CALVIN ForUM,
frand Rapxds, Mlch

" My dear Dr, Bouma

ALLOW me to. compliment you ‘on the very fine Atugust-
“September issue of THE CALVIN ForuM. I enjoyed

<% everything that was in it. A good and timely article
was the one by Rev. R. 0. De Groot under the caption, “Cal-
and ‘Evangelism Today.”
ht of ‘brother Afman, who is ‘now laborinig in:Bellflower,
/Cahforma, and other laymen workers and evangelists who are
ays. Iooklng for .practical - and-lucid material on this sub-
. Tt seems to me this article by Rev. Deé Groot containg
the seed thoughts for a tract or a pamphlet, or a little hand-
ook or gulde for: all those Who are engaged in Ca1v1n1st1c

' Henry Zylstras book review on “The Heart of the Mat-
4 Graham ‘Greene is to. my way of thmkmg outstandmg
gem!- “There is’ a great and inspired sentenice in this

In'this sentence one finds the summa summarum of

ears. repeatmg

e Chrlstxan ig at. bottom the most courageously thor-
oughgomg of realists,. the one, after all; who dares to
look the devil full in the face, and who, having seen God
d Golgotha, finds all other glory and all other horror
rather- commonplace "
Dr. Henry! : S L
, WM.: B, EERDMANS, SR,

APPRECIATION

Everett Wash., "
: o ‘ September ‘16, 1948.~
‘Deaa- Doctor ‘Bouma:
L More than one of last year’s: monthly numbers was worth
: «pthe subscrxptlon price of the whole year. The Lord’s: blessing
~“has surely: accompamed your strenuous labors: To Him be the
, glory and from Him our help will come when we consecrate
ourselves wholly to the task of witnessing for Him. I am sure
~that this  has been your experience also with this venture of
th' THE CALVIN FORUM. May it-long continue ‘to give posi
tive Chrlstlan ‘guidance amid the welter: of intellectual : and
‘moral confusmn into .which ‘our generation. has fallen because
, ',1t has' forsaken the ﬁrm basis of God’s Word. '
g Slncerely,
~Your Brother in. Chrlst
CHOTL TRIEZENBERG.'

‘When I read that article T-

iew which sounds like a sonorous “finale” of a great

I, expressed in"a note of triumph-. and ﬁnahty. The'

1 nant of Grace and Infant Baptlsm
“Arminian and Fundamentalist Chrrstxans,

2229 Wetmore Avenue, .

A8 10 BARTHIANISM Ll

b - Lafayette, Ind.,
! ' August ‘7th 1948

"Dea/r Di. Bowma: : :

k LEASE allow me to: reglster a feW of my 1eactlons to

q) Rev. Alexander De Jong’s reactions to my review of Dr. ‘
.Van Til’s book, Thée New Modermsm, [June—July issue,

p. 246]

Flrst of a11 I not1ce that the difference. between De J ong andk o
myself is not a matter of the essential correctness of Van Til's

analysis of the epistemological rootage of the Barthian theol- -

ogy. Yet the whole tenor of his article indicates that he has :

ylgnored my “twice repeated assertlon that on thls score Vank :

Til is essentlally correct

Our first difference concerns the proprlety of des1gnatmg .
Barthianism by the term “todernism.” " To substantlate his:

contention that “Van Til chose the best term possible in term=

ing this theological - construction modermsm,” he presentsa
list - of - Christian doctrines which~ Barth admxttedly distorts.
Except: for: the Barthian construction of time, which mcxdentally T
was the focal pomt of my cr1t1c1sm ‘of Barthlamsm, every doc- -

- trine listed has also’ been dlstorted by many other- Ch stlan

theologians and Christian churches wh m we do not a

‘of accepted parlance des1gnate by ‘the termf moderms‘

them modermsts In Roman Cathohc thought

of the term a matter of degrees But m thls ar,
Jong does not like degrees The. matter 1s_all whif
He writes: “If an eplstemology which’ excludes the
God of the Bible as antecedent Being who determines
according ‘to His Counsel”<swhich, he adds, destroys.
in: the Reformed ' sense—*“doesn’t des1gnate modermsm, then I

. would' appreciate knowing what will delineate: modermsm T

wonder. how many Christian thmkers actually do aceept “this
basis and its determinations for their eplstemology" I'do not say

that they oughtnot; I merely ask how many actually do?” They

that: do not-—and their number ‘s undoubtedly many-—are in
De Jong’s usage of the term e sentml modernists. : :

Men usially shy away from glvmg deﬁmtrons of terms Such

s, “liberalism” and “modernism.” “Yet I would venture the

judgment that one of the constltutlve and deﬁmtlve elements
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, tence:

of modermsm is the denlal of the ‘unique: de1ty of J esus’ Chr1st )

‘Modernism i parasitical. Tt is essentially negatlve and lives by
the grace of Christianity and its protest against'it, more speci-
fically against’ a supernatural revelation through- an- Incarnate

Deity. ‘This'places modernism outside the Christian Truth. This .

manner of drawing the line of separation coincides with the
line drawn by the Bible, where the essential question is, “What
think ye of Christ? Whose Son is he?” Give the answer that
He is God’s Son, as the Barthians do, then one is within the
Christian truth even though much of the rest of one’s thought
is honey-combed with heretical mmisconstructions. I grant that
a theology ought to be judged by .its most basic proposition.
Accordlngly I would like to ask the followmg question. The
question is not whether Barth’s Kantianism is the deepest root
of the divergences between Barth’s theology and ' Reformed
thought. I think it is, as do also De Jong and Van Til. My
question is rather this: Taking Barth’s theology as a whole,
‘which ‘does more to give it form and content, thereby making
it what it is, the deity of Christ or Kantianism? ~The answer
is obviously the former; not. even by the magic of’ dialectics

_could . one begin to deduce even the twisted Barthian theology
from the moralism of Kant, There. is surely much. “grey”
Barth, but it is not all” unrelieved black. While we ought to
be very careful with® Barthianism, nothing is gained by over-
‘stating ‘our caSchept the dubious result of creatmg greater
sympathy for Barth. ) :

The same 1nab1l1ty to see more than two colors and. its re-
sultant either-or "attitude of absolutism is. seen in De Jong’s
appraisal of Van Til’s thought. I wrote, “I cannot escape the
feeling. that Van  Til’s evaluation of .dialectical. theology . is- de-
termined by his own epistemology and therefore is not. more

" charitable.”  De Jong asks, “Is" it ot somewhat confusing to

speak of degrees of charity when we try to defend God’s Word?
Whenever we honestly . . . submit that theology to the- criti-
cism of God’s Word, we,are not being uncharitable, but rather
true to our task.”” Had De Jong opposed me because of an im-

~ pression that I was not wholly sympathetic to Van Til’s epis%
temology, that surely would have been his privilege. Instead,"

he curiously confuses Van Til’s epistemology with God’s Word
~—and ‘then consistently enough declares that here ‘thete is no
aroom for degrees of char1ty By a ‘concealed tw1st of thought,
my: dlsagreement is' no longer with Van Til’s: eplstemology

" and the cr1t1c1sms grounded in ‘it,. but' with  God’s' Word, - The .
“same tendency to 1dent1fy human thinking with- God’s Word‘
s unconsciously betrayed by the sequenceof the following:.

f“When we honestly believe. that a' theology radlcally departs

“,from God’s: special revelatlon, and submit that theology to the
'crsm of God’s Word, .. - Such unqualified 1dent1ﬁcat1ons,
h wevex, .are llleg1t1mate, for no. matter howtrue and accu-
e our. theologrcal constructions, they never completely con-
‘God’s Word. If, however, it is not God’s Word but Van
: eplstemology, wh1ch differs from that of Barth and’ even

from elements of that. of Bavinck ‘and Kuyper, and an epis-
. temology concernmg whlch ‘Van "Til himself admits. is but a

start on: that long road toward 4 self—consclous Chr1st1an
stemology, then ~degree of charity with respect to d1ﬂ"er-
s is.in"order It is only out of order if this: epistemologi~
itruth IS the Whole truth “and nothing but the truth

: De Jong states that Van Til declares that, “he loves and ad-
heres to the tradition of Calvin, Voetius, ete,, and that “he
wants to do- nothlng élse than confront the theology of Barth
and. Brunner with the: criticism: of ‘Scripture and’a revelation-
ally orientated eplstemology »1"do mnot doubt Van Til’s love
‘and des1res But_ it will,: however, always be: a- pe'r'rmsstble

o (even necessary) questlon whether - Van Tll or, anybody else
does in fact completely do_so.. Tt ‘seems that De “Jong himgelf '

concedes the . rlght to- dlffer w1th Van T1l—-—w1thout necessarily
becommg Barthian or un- Scrlptural He. wr1tes in. his last sen-
“there are -still ‘many :vexing and searchlng quest1ons
1nvolved in ‘the’ construction -of 4 soundly Biblical,  Christian,
and Reformed epistemology” and he: pleads: that: we, “submit

- our: conceptlons of ph1losophy and theology to more consustent ,

'THE CALVIN FORUM R
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“would answer:

kFor the ‘truth about man—his sin and his faith—-ig not fo

* something which he- does not as yet possess in the ‘manne
~wh1ch he shall in eternity. In their faith, Abrahain, Isaac, .

-Sheer “modern1sm ” How- then shall we label it? Perhaps it . ,k

and.- consclous self evaluatlon.” If th1s is. the state of affalrs, e

chamty is in’ order,”

My primary purpose in wr1t1ng, however, is' to remove the
reflections cast on my owh theological thinking. . In my revxew
I asked, “Do tiot Van Til’s own notions of the limiting concept’’
and the ‘apparently - paradoxical’ “qualify- his eplstemology i
the direction of faith rather than in the direction of a “theology
of possession’?” To this question, which was purely a question
and not a judgment clothed in a question, De Jong makes
the incautious and bland assertion that, “In Daane’s statement
the terms ‘faith’ and ‘theology of possession’ .are used . in” the -

" Barthian sense.” Nothing I have written or said warrants that
" statement. He contlnues, asserting that for Barth, “falth and . -

possession dre mutually exclusive and ‘they seeim to’be for:
Daane also.” This somewhat more cautjous. deduction De Jongf R
apparently draws from my refusal to make a simple unquali-:
fied identification of “faith” and “possession.”  If they are not. ..
simply identical, then in his thought they must be “mutually
exclusive”. But here, too, the matter is not so simple. If faith
and possession do not completely coincide, 7. e, 1f they -are not -
identical, then, declares De Jong, faith is no longer “sure“
knowledge” as the Heidelberg Catechism teaches.: To this I
Faith certainly is knowledge, but this does not,'”f
allow for a simple inversion of ‘the identification so that one’ :
may 'say, “knowledge is faith”. This would reduce Christianity <
to intellectualism. On_this basis there would be no dlﬁ’erence 4
between knowing about Chrlst1an1ty and knowing Chrlstf 0P
would it be possible to maintain’ any d1st1nct1on between
called historical and miraculous faith and saving faith. Im
self am of the. oplnlon that, our custom of speaklng of :hist
and mlraculous knowledge as “faith” is a tendency to ir
the teaching of the Heidelberg Catechism, which teaches tha
faith "is knowledge, but not that knowledge is faith. :
De Jong is® correct in his reading ‘of Barth" when ‘he says
that faith-for Barth is the dialectical principle in acti
an 1ntellectual (eplstemologlcal) dialectic in wh1ch “y
“no” are in endless opposition and contradlctlon,
it. But agam the matter of the relationship of “fait
session” cannot be settled by a ﬂat mtellectual “ye

Barth if one 1nterprets h1m excluswely ona phllosophlcal )

in his thought but in his history. Acco1d1ngly, falth is inv
in a temporal dialectic, for man’s Fall is a historical fact
Christianity is a historical religion in which “grace and t
became  in Jesus. Christ.” God’s . Gift, “which is ultim
Himself—His coming to man—is not given all at-once bu
gressively within the temporal~h1stor1c process: and ther }
complete unqualified possession will -obtain only at the e i
the temporal-histori¢ process, . ¢é.,-in; eternlty

For' the Old Testament man Christ was- comlng, for-us
both came and is coming. In every age the believer beheves

Jacob ‘had title to the earthly Canaan, but. they did not p
it—as their nomadic tent-life testifies. Hebrews teaches_
they were content with their ‘“non-possession” becatise they
sought the heavenly Canaan. Yet even as such, these heroes of
faith are described as those that “received not: the promi 2
The historical temporal character of both Christianity and
faith prohibits both the mutual exclusion and. the unqualzﬁe .
identification of faith and possession. It is . precisely the
historical character of the revelation, which prohibits e1ther a

complete -exclusion or a complete 1dent1ﬁcatlon. :

. No, Barthianism. is not “neo-orthodoxy”; but ne1ther is: 1t~k‘

would be better to-omit the label-—(not the:criticism!y How,
for 1nstance, do. we label the theology of H. Hoeksema or Ka
Schilder ?: Labels, in cases such: as these, frequently do more
harm. than good.

- As-does De Jong, T too hope that more Reformed th1nkers,
will turn more of their attention to these and related problems.




7. mess to attach labels nor by non-too subtle. hints from  high
g .places that Barth and Brunner are not worth our readmg If
that were true then it would be very strange that Calvin. Semi-

o ism, Whether we like it or no, it was Barthlanism and. not

SOUTH IN DIA LETTER

‘Telugu. Village ‘Mission,
Adoni, South India,
July: 28, 1948,

s Rev Dr. C Bouma,
" Tue CALVIN ForuM,
o Grand Raplds, Mich. U SCA.
oMy dear Friend: o : '
EELING the need of recreation a few evenings ‘ago, 1
gv settled down with the help of an obliging friend : to
: browse among the-pages of a small pile of church peri-
~odicals.
~-but when' onhe lives in the Orient and works among people to

“perusal of “an ‘account of MisSlon Emphasis: Week at Calv1n
. earlier this year induced in your. correspondent a “certain im-
;patience at the physical limitations which preclude a prOJect-
ing of ‘oneself in space and t1me s0.-as to be able to sit in on
thermgs of- this type. :
To an admirer of the denomination’s premier seat of learn-
- and all’ ‘that'it stands for, the ‘promotion of missmn—mind-
dness among the student body is a matter of genuiné satis-
faction. And as a Calvinist who is privileged to share in the
ection of  fairly extensive ‘missionary work among India’s
called “Untouchables”, I cannot but reflect on the repercus-
ons such a policy might have on distant mission fields in the
easurable future, 'We who know India' realize only too well
that there: are multiplied ‘millions’ among #s who have never
“heard of ‘the Kingship of Christ and His finished work of re-
. demption ‘And yet it is most heartening to find: so many avid-
e ly recelvlng ‘the: Gospel. It is ‘also true that save in the great
misswnary cradles of North America and Western Europe,

are of the Reformed persuasion. Realizing, therefore,.the
£ Zand urgent need. for preaching and-teaching which con-
18 closely to the - Reformed - doctrinal position; ard having
“to: believe .in the Church as the’ Christ-ordained source

which you ‘and your devoted colleagiies are building: up
the- Calvm campus.
asks'

Chrlstlan MlSSlOl‘lS in the New Indla

Hav1ng written a few months ago about the new atmos-;
‘phére’ current in Free India, let me dilate at this time on the

‘But'in order to make myself clear it will be. necessary to men-
. tion that these units fall naturally into two main ‘groups: the
+. large Europe- and Americ¢a-based denominational. missions
founded from 50 to 150 years ago, and the newer bodies—most
- “of them. inte or non-denominational, and a few of them indi-

+1y sponsored by any -particular Church or- denomination. - My
e owny Telugu Village Mission, since its inception 28 years ago,
:’has come in the latter category. However, it is a source of

_great: encouragement to know -that serious congideration is
bemg given- the matter of 1ts future “stabihzatlon” through

: however, w111 not be encouraged by a premature eager— '

: nary, at-least in' my school days, offered a:course in Barthian-

From Our CorreSpondents

Many of them were, alas, three or fou1 months old,

whom time is of “little account, one acquires a tolerance of
time-lag and delays ‘of various kinds: Be-that’ ‘as it may, the ’

ois-a sad ‘dearth of Kingdom workers; particularly those -

Tmissionary effort, I frankly covet the tremendous: poten-

May the Lord gulde you in your sev-

general position of Protestant missions under the new set-up..

‘genous—operated by various Christian societies but not direct- -

* @rthodoxy  that rocked the theological world. This is to our
shame. With hard work and intellectual respectability let us

rise to the occasion and give the right answets to the urgent
“issues. of today. L

; ; = ' JAMES DAANE. ‘
Lafayette, Indiana,

e

incorporation, wholly or in part, into the missionary program
of the Christian  Reformed Church, the project continuing to
hold the prayerful interest of ‘many friends in America.

Controlling many educational and medical institutions, the
older denominational missions have not, as a general rule,
been mnoted in recent times for an aggressive policy of evangel- =
istic expansion. Of late years the majority of these large
missions have been transferring power to the hands of quali-
fied Indian nationals and have in consequence been shrinking -
in actual size and scope. Also, the recent big merger of a-
number of denominational groups into the Church of South
India has resulted in further loss of identity with the corre-.
sponding - parent denominations in Furope and America. In
short, we are witnessing the emergence of .a more or less
National Church which, if rich in institutional . amenities, is °
nevertheless lacking in orthodoxy and truly missmnaly fervor: " e
and zeal, In this connection one wonders just how.a celtain con=- .
forming Reformed group fits into the doctrinal p1cture in view
of the: almost overwhelmingly Arminian’ character of the new
united’ Church’s constitution.

Often weak in ‘organization, the 1ndependent mlss1ons being
w1thout a strong church backing are sometimes unable to meet -
their ‘commitments.  For the” same reasons the 1nst1tut10nal
work of these groups is generally inadequate” or largely ele-
mentary, in its scope. But in spite of these obvious handlcaps,

a great deal of vigorous and ‘successful Gospel work is ac-

complished - by the native and foreign preachers. attached to
free-lance units. with ‘a correspondingly large and - sus :
1ntake ‘of ' catechumens and converts. Moreover; these

‘sions have kept clear of  unionist entanglements, partlyk on:

grounds of orthodoxy, and partly because of a natural’ des1re‘ -
for complete freedom of conscience and policy. ‘

Every Protestant missionary organization, however, de omi-
national or otherwise, large or small, is faced today with }
gers from several quarters,——dangers which may in' time chal-
lenge the very existence of the ‘evangelical missionary’ entera
prise in India. T propose, however, to comment on just one of
them-—the most ‘menacing—the' challenge: of Romamsm, Jeave

ing the others to be dealt with, the Lord w1111ng, ln a subse-

quet South India letter.

Romamsm and Protestant MlSSlOl‘lS e

Unified in aim:and organizatiori in"a ‘manner altogether up= ff:f

known. to the divided ranks of Protestantism, the Roman Catho~ St
lic Church has very recently further strengthened her position -

‘in India by having her far Eastern Apostolic” Delegate repre- :

sent the Vatican at New Delhi. Armed with seemingly . limit-

‘less funds her host of suave, well-trained priests and. educa-

tors carry out their policy of- predatory expansion in a thor- =
oughly systemized way. They seldom visit pagan centers, pre-.
ferring apparently to seek their proselytes among Protestant -
Christians.” Their victims are often obtained by. various forms"
of” chicanery the offer of free educatlon with food and cloth-
ing-to.“children" of the poor, irrespective of church afﬁliation, .
the tempting" of 1gnorant under-pr1v11eged v111age Christians.
with gifts of food and even money, and by deliberately villify-"
ing Protestant missionaries ‘and their native ‘helpers. “Con--
verts” gamed in these and other equally illegitimate ways are
reégimented -into perfunctory attendance at Mass, a tellmg of
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"thelr beads, and are taught cymcally that they may now bow

* before the eﬂigles of the Virgin Mary and ‘various saints in-
-gtead of "the ‘old “‘Hindu gods and goddesses,  But always with
a remarkable working knowledge of psychology, an appeal is
‘made to the love of the mystlcal S0 dear to the heart of ‘the

_-average 'East Indian.

Having tried to convey to your readers some 1dea of the

- modus operandi of the Romanists in our midst, I find that the
half has not been ‘told, for instance, of the extensive estates

. and buildings which are being acquired from time to time to
_house their .minions, and for use ‘as sectarian colleges, semi-
mnaries; and high schools.
Church has been busy for many years in an effort to entrench
herself as strongly as is humanly possible, and that the prog-
ress made has been remarkable, particularly in view of the
fact of their missionaries having no. message to give her peo-

ple save that of salvation by works and that, through the .

Church.of Rome. Thirteen years’ experience of Romanist pres-
_sure has convinced me that we who labor to propagate the his-
torie, or orthodox faith that has come down to us from New
Testament times can counter the wealth and power of Rome
only by preaching and teaching the pure Word of God. Only
_ thus, it seems to me, can we fortify our converts against the
“wilesof the enemy. :
Before 1eav1ng the subject, I feel it would be approprlate
to mention an interesting letter received not long ago from
‘Dr. R. H. Borkent, Chairman of the Foreign :Relations Com-

" = mittee 6f the Evangelical Movement of the Netherlands at the

5' Hague. I gathered from the -letter that the organization is
an anti-Romanist one seeking to quicken Protestant conscious-

. ness the world “over. Evidently the rumbling of . the Roman ’

L Juggernaut reverberates through many - lands bes1des pagan
Hlndustan. :
U

‘Let me, in conclus1on, assure you of my appreclatlon of the

reg'ular arrival of THE ForuM, the last being the May num-
ber with: its many good things. “The Rediscovery of the Mis~
sionary Task” was to us the highlight since we had the pleas-
~ure’ of hearing Dr. Bavinck personally last “fall,:
some of the problems he discusses are ours too—and of course
they demand solutlons : .
& With warm Christian’ greetings,
: Fraternally yours;
~ARTHUR V.' RAMIAH.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S A

Prlnceton, N. J
: " August, 1948,
. ~Dear Dr. Bouma : .
»OHERE are a number of developments that have come
toa head ‘within the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A,

that' may'be" of interest to: your 'readers “Hence this‘

letter.
The Restoratlon Fund Comm1ss1on, authorlzed by our 1945
.. General - Assembly, - which had as - its goal the ra1s1ng of
e $27,000,000 within ‘a period of three years to assist in’ ‘repair-
.-ing the destruction in Europe, Asia and America caused by the
R asty'World War, made what had been: expected to be its final
f,report at the 1948 Assembly meeting in' Seattle, Washington.

“Its: report of a total of $25,101,432 in cash and pledges was:

. disappointing in that it was an admission that the goal had
not ‘been- reached but encouraging in that the amount raised
was not only the largest ever raised by the Presbyterian Church

i but Jlarger than any ever raised by -any’ other denomination of
s1m11ar size for a similar purpose. The Commission was con-
tinued with. instructions to use every effort to" collect the full
$27,000,000 not: later than June.1, 1949. . :

Intermedlate Catechlsm ;
Twenty—ﬁve years -ago our Gerneral Assembly apploved an
Intermedlate Catechism designed to-meet the needs of teen-agers
~and others for. whom the. Westminster Shorter Catechism was
deemed: too difficult. " That' catechism; however, had fallen ‘into
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Suffice it to say that the Roman

I feel that~

- The ‘publication’ of such an’ official paperis in. the mama

-Church: it does not:reflect the opinions of those: in 1mmed1
‘control: of the organlzatlon of -the. Church. ~Such previous

‘ almost complete dlsuse, and in the hope of securmg a catechxsm

that would be really effective in educating the youth of the .
Church in its doctrines and govemment the 1944 Assembly, on
motion of Dr. Earl L. Douglass, widely known as the author of
the “Snowden-Douglass “Sunday. School Lessons, ‘appointed “a ;
committee -with Dr. Douglass as chairman to “revise andre-
write” the Intermediate Catechism and to report to the next ;
Agsembly. Final action on-the work of the committee: was notf_f
taken until the 1948 Assembly. The committee récommended -
and the Assembly approved the changing of the name from
the Intermediate Cateéchism to “An. Outline-of the Christian:
Faith in Question and Answer Form for Use in Communicants’
Classes, in the Church School, and in the Home, with a Com-
mentary on the Outline.” The Outline contains sixty-nine ques- "
tions and answers subsumed under eight heads, viz.: Our
Knowledge of God; Man and his Sin; Christ our Saviour;, Re-
pentance and Faith; The Church and the Kingdom; The. Means

" of Grace; The Christian Life; and The Future Life. Some in-

dication of the extent of the Commentary is given by noting .
that. the Questions and Answers when printed alone oeeupy

fourteen pages but when printed * with the  commentary ‘they -
occupy sixty-two pages. It is to be hoped that the Outline: wilk
be widely used. While it leaves considerable to. be  desired
from the view point of the historic Reformed Faith yet it is o
so much better than what we have been led to expect fromu
official sources in the -Presbyterian Church. in the U.SA. ins

. recent years as to be an occasion of rejoicing. on the: part‘ of

evangelicals. - While this Outline has been authorized by the :

General Assembly for use in the churches it has not. been ‘ap-
proved by the Presbyteries and so is not part of the: Constlt' S
tion of the Church. Henée its status is- not llke that of t
Shorter Catechism. -

“The Presbyterlan” and “Presbyterlan Llfe” ' k
. The first issues of Presbyterian Life: A Journal-of Protestant' o
Chmstzamty appeared in February- of this year. This i a‘bi-

.weekly magazine, attractlvely printed ‘with numerous lllust“ s

tions, subsidized by the Church and designed:to be “a journal
of news; bringing the Presbyterlan Church and its members
into intimate contact with all that transpires in the field
world-of religion,” To quote further from official sources,“
shall however be a truly Presbyterian magazine.” To thii
it shall also be a journal of information and promotlon,

ing to the mind of the Church the whole task of the Churi

departure on the part of the Presbyterian- Church  in
U. S. A, ‘The outcome of the venture will be awaited w1th m
interest. It dlsclalms any intention of being. an organ of op
It will ‘be surprising, however, if in its news ‘report” and i
efforts to promote the work: of- the boards-and agencies: Jof .th

tempts. at an official paper as have been started in our. Chu
have ended in-failure largely because of the doctrinal éolorle
ness that has characterized ‘them, or: where they ‘have b
doctrinally. colorful, by the dissatisfaction they have aroused
a Church as sharply divided doctrinally as is the.Preshyter
Church in the U. S. A.- Presbyterians may -read with interest
papers with whose doctrines they do not agree, but it is hardl
to be supposed that they will tamely submit to be taxed fo
their support. ' Such a paper as Presbyterian Lifé'in a Churchi
like the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.—unless it be true,
as some would have us believe, that there is now doctrmaI
unity in the Church-—is likely to find itself on the horns- ofa -
dilemma, so to speak. If it is doctrinally colorless it will; be.
too dull and uninteresting to command attention,. - If, however, .
it is doetrinally colorful it will arouse controversy that w111'~ s
affect adversely its ﬁnanclal support. ; . S
Another matter of. 1nterest, closely related to that Just men-" o
tioned, ig the passing. of The Presbyterian after an exxstence of
117 years, inasmuch as this leaves the liberal Presbyterian
Tribune the only Journal of ‘opinion in our Church Through-# .;
out most of its long history T@e Presbyter waver—” i
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g ,mg 1n 1ts defense of the Reformed Fa1th as ]
eWestmmster Standards: Followmg a change of ed1tors in 1930
it became less ~militant in, this respect but. continued, not with-
" out: ‘warrant; to. be regarded as the organ of the conservatlves
i thes Church- until. about: three years ago. when its control
~1passed mto the: hands: of what was at. least -a semi-liberal
"group. ~At. that time its Board of Control removed from its
masthead the statement declaring that -“the policy and: influ-
- “ence, both direct-and indirect, of the.paper shall always be. to
emphasize what are known as the fundamental .doctrines. of
-“Hvangelical. Christianity, such as the integrity of the. Bible

¥ agthe Word of God, the true humanity and true deity of the

* TLiord Jesus Christ, the Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit,
thie necessity and validity of the Atonement as a sacrifice to
~“gatisfy -divine justice, the resurrection and personal return of

. our Lord, and salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ,”
- and"substituted the following vague and indefinite statement,

“capable of being interpreted in a manner ‘acceptable to both con-

servatives and liberals: “The Presbyterian shall be unreservedly
ccommitted to- the interpretation, propagation and: application

e formed tradition and the confessional standards of ‘the- Pres-
- byterian Churches. It shall aim at all times to unfold the ever-
" lasting truths’of the Gospel, and shall strive at all times to
" deal with contemporary issues in church, society, and state
S kfrom the v1ewp01nt of God’s revelation of Himself in the. Bible
- and in Jesus Christ. The Pfresbytefrwn shall be in all respects
olan: mdependent journal, It shall be the organ of Evangehcal
T g,Chrlstlamty, owned and ‘edited by men who seek, above and
- 'beyond every other interest, the glory of God the salvation
~of men, the unlty, peace, purity and edlﬁcatlon of the Church,
& and the increase of the Kingdom. of Jesus Christ on earth.”
4 CIn ‘view: of " what~ The Presbyterian had 'become-
h'* dly be said that . its merger with Presbyterian Life is a
to the cause of’ conservatism in the Church. It:continues,

ves ‘in: ‘the. Church -are. without an organ. ‘The need
sbyteman offers no. proof that such.a paper would: not re-
: adequate support, Financially speaking- -The ~Presby-
went from bad. to. worse: following its change of pol-
the end it was apparently confronted with the-alterna-
liscontinue because of .lack of support; or: merge with
esbytema/n Lfoe.f It chose . the latter as. the most face—

fNew Sunday School Curriculum
ventrmore ominous, if we' m1stake not than’ any we: have

of the lessons prevmusly used Large: claims 'are made
its: behalf It is replesented as' & ‘distinet advance over ‘all
ous currlculums and. as an event ‘of importance riot only
Presbyterlans but: for evangelicals everywhere
take too much space for us to consider-its alleged merits in this
k 'letter We content - ourselves, therefore, with directing atten-

~“scholar, Dr. Oswald T. Allis, which after being printed in the
“Sunday School Times (325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa.) has

.. cents each withspecial rates for’ quantlty orders. Dr. Allis
o indicts the New Curriculum-‘on - five main counts:- (1) the Bible
o is: given a secondaryrather ‘than: the entral place; (2) its
readlng books' conflict with -the’ Bible; (3) the Bible is loosely
“and: ineotrectly quoted (4) it employs ‘unscriptural simplifica-
“tions; -and (b). it is modernistic. -
" sons. Dr. Allis. 'says .to. the Sunday ‘Schools:. “If you. have been
. using the International Uniform Lessons, continue to. use them
“for the present -and’ demand:that they or. any substitute for
. them; such as the New Qurrlculum aims- to . provide, be . truly

> B1b1e-centered and that the devme of teachmg modern ‘lberal~~ ‘

‘of the historic Christian “faith, in accordance’ with the Re-

it can

vever, - to. be  a -matter of grave concern: that: the con-.

ichian-organ’ is- great.  The fate that has befallen The

It would
.. tion ‘toa searching critique ‘of it written by the well-known -

been: reprinted in pamphlet form: and is obtainable for fifteen.

For: these and related .rea-
occasion to become more, famlllar with

ism by the story-book method be deﬁmtely abandoned ,'It re-

mains to- be Seen how w1dely, beglnmng thh October of this: " -

year, the New Currrculum will. be’ adopted That it: is. meetmg'
with- opposition 'is indicated by the fact that we are: adv1sed'
that copies of Dr. Allis’ critique have been or are bemg sent’
not only to all the pastors of Presbyter1an churches (U. SAY
but to all the superintendents of thelr Sunday Schools. | ;

By way of conclusion it may be added that the 1948 General.
Assembly of the Presbyterlan Church in the U.S.A. emulated
two. previous ones in electing as its Moderator an Auburn Af-

- firmationist according to which such doctrines as the full trust-

worthiness of the Bible, the virgin birth and bodily resurrec-:
tion of our Lord, and.the death of Christ as a sacrifice to
satisfy divine justice and to reconcile us to God, are mnot es-
sential doctrines of the Word of God and the Standards of the
Presbyterian Church. This would not seem to indicate any"
trend toward orthodoxy in said- Church. . . . ‘

: B L SamMUEL G CBA’IG} :

FROM PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY :
Princeton, N. J.,

Dear Dr. Bouma: ) ; C

E comparative qu1et on the Prlnceton Semlnary ‘campus
@urmg the summer months marks a somewhat welcome
a relief after one of the busiest _years in the. history of the
school. "Last year’s record enrollinent of approximately  three
hundred and forty students included representatlves from 38 .
states as well ag the continents of South ‘America, Europe,. s

As1a, Africa and. Australia. For the first time since the last 2

war the International Student’ Service of the World Councll
of Churches has been able to gend students from various Euro-

pean countries to our campus and others for a year or more of -
graduate study. The easing. of international communications =
as well as the. post—war return to normal condltlons has swelled i

this year’s graduate enrollment to: 93 students: -

For the second consecutlve year Princeton . Semmary hast o

offered a summer course in Elementary Hebrew By concen—}, ;
trated study the full nine: month course is given in ten weeks.:

Thirty-eight students are. at. present enrolled for. the course -

which. runs from- June 15 to August 20, Though the concentra--,
tion is quite intense,” many students” feel that the proped itic:

character of a language courseis an ‘argument in favo T
such a plan. In this: way the student . is more .- free: to engage-‘x
in actual theological training durmg the regular’ acade U
Though a few: of the faculty have: remamed in Prmce

Dr. Homrlghausen has been in Geneva smce las
chairman:of the Provisional Department of Evangell
World Couneil. Dr.-Piper has been ‘giving a cours
for six weeks ‘at Luther Sem' a1 ',,Jn St.. Paul, Mi
Kuist has been Iecturmg on the ] acific coast Other s ar
ing. their. summers: on researc : and wrltmg in: thelr ‘ acaylon :
homes. :

Prlnceton' Semmary lost one of 1ts most ardent supporters o

and its greatest 'son in the death of Robert E. Speer last No-

vember 23. Dr. Speer’s. passing. constltutes; not. only a loss to +

the Seminary of its beloved President of the Board of Trustees,
but also of -a truly great thinker and mlsswnary statesman to
the Church- Universal. *As his' successor: to ‘the présidency of
the Board; Dr.: Peter K. Emmons, pastor of the Westminster -
Presbyterlan Church .of - Seranton, Pa., fhas been elected. Dr.
Emmons is-a well-known figure in: sbytenan c1rcles, at‘;
present he also serves.'as Vice- Pres1 nt:of the Presbyterlan,
Board “of Forelgn Missions. :
Doubtlessly many readers of ‘the

ALVIN FORUM had recent
a- practical demonstra-,
tionof - our: activities through: hearing . the Semminary. ‘hoir.
Last yeat: the! Choir made a tour: through the: southwesternf
part of our country, ‘going. as' far south as Mexico C1ty. Thle :
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“common; problems as mlght be' considered ideal.
of a Faculty Club to meet at regular 1ntervals durmg the com- .

i TRANSCENDDNTAL PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHIC THOUGHT.
TInquiry into the. Transcendental Conditions: of Philosophy.~

i

year the Ch01r under the dlrectlon of Dr. Dav1d Hugh Jones

has: just: completed a'two- ‘month: tour through the northwest.

Their: route. was made through Chicago, St. Paul; Helena and
Spokane; and: the return journey was made through: Vancouver,*-

Edmonton, Winnepeg and Toronto.

The annual summer Institute of Theology was held thls year
from July 12 to 22, Besides members of the Seminary faculty,

other members of the Institute Faculty included Professor
John Baijllie ‘from Edinburgh and Professor F. W. Dillistone

from the Cambridge Episcopal Divinity School as well as many
othe’rs. That the popularity of the Institute is steadily increas-

ing is attested by the growing attendance of ministers from

other denominations. For example, the Christian Reformed
Church was represented here by at least seven ministers. dur—
ing the course this year—more than ever before!

Due to heavy teaching schedules and extra- curricular re-

search and lecturmg the Faculty does not find frequent occa~

* sion to meet for discussion ‘outside of regular faculty meet-

ings, OutSIde of ‘occasional social gatherings and official meet-
ings there has not been as much meeting for discussion of
The creation

BOok Rewews

CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY
An

By H. Dooyewee'rd Grand Rapids: The Wm

. Eerdmans
Publzshmg Co., 191,8. 80 pages. $1.50.. :

Professor Dooyeweerd’s first - attempt. to formulate ' in
Enghsh the central the51s of hIS monumental szsbegeefrte

“der Wetszdee

The thesis’ is that theoret1cal thought is: based upon super—

. th «retlcal ideas; ;-that the strictest sclentlﬁc thinking rests upon .
n-seientifie foundations; that there is an-intrinsic and neces-
: 'sary connectron between “religion” and ““geience’’

(Wissen-
3] g

haft) _that there is no “stich’ thing as “pure ..,
reason 5 that no 'phllosophy ‘can lay claim to theoretlcal

cal,schools of phllosophy, all. of ‘which’ uncrltlcally assume
‘ utonomy of theoretlcal thouwht remaln ignorant of  the

[ uperﬁclahty in temporary phllosop’hlc discussion. - Be-
18e. ‘thought has not penetrated to its roots, the real issues
tween rival- phﬂosoplues are never actually joined.

o Tan remedy -this. situation. Dooyeweerd undertakes to’ reveal

these roots, and thereby to-exhibit the fundamental antithesis
. between. Christian -and non-Christian thinking and the merely -
- polartensions: that ' separate rival non-Christian- schools, and

to:lay. the foundatlon for:a- profounder study of the hlstory of
phllosophy.
Dooyeweerd undertakes to estabhsh his thes1s, not by appeal-

ing to- divine; revelatlon (although the. Bible. is-unequivocal in

its teachmg concerning. the religious: root of human. existence)

- but by conductmg a strlctly philosophical, more particularly; a

éritically: ep1stemolog1cal investigation. He: proposes to estab-

“lish- his fundamental. thesis, not.by. a transeendent dictim, but

‘ :TH:E, CALVIN ,-FOR,UM oo

by a transcendental ‘critique, that. is, by “a serioug and exact’
hich, as

mquiry into the structure of theox etlc thought 1tse

,OCTOBER

,RISTI AN thmkers wﬂl want to study this essay. It is . He believes that he can establish to the. satxsfactlon of any t

vthe structure of theoretical thought itself.” .
“unpreju-.

gatlon is' ¢conditioned by his super-theological commltments‘
~do not pretend that my transcendental investigation is unprej

~ think; into sharper focus. He does not wish to ‘deny: the. possi-

mg year for purposes of fellowshlp and dlscussmn of problems e

of mutual 1nterest 1s ‘intended to meet this need. : :
Smcerely yoursy . . o

JOHN Wn. WEVERS. ,

CORRECTION - T
‘ 638 Goffle Hill Road‘ :

Hawthorne, N. J; g
'lSeptember 18 1948

Dear Dr. Bouma: ' L

YOMEHOW an error crept into my latest lette1 to THE“ L

ForUM, an error which. is in itself slight, but Wh;ch de-

. serves cotrection because it bears on a rather important
matter in the life of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church ‘at the -
present time. The report states that “The committee (on secret’
societies) was discontinued”, This shou1d' read: »‘fThe'commit-,'
tee was continued.”

Thank you for placmg this cor rectlon at an eally date
" Cordially yours, : e
EDWARD HEEREMAl i

he adds, is “a matter of critical .sczence, not a matter‘ of dog-*
matic confession.”  Like. Kant, but more critically  than’ he, S
Dooyeweerd proposes to examine the structure of knowledge,
and to inquire under what universal and necessary conditions:
philosophy, in the strictest theoretical sense, is possible at all.

critical thinker, whatever “his phllosophlcal persuasion, th
theoretical thought is not autonomous but rests: upon and.
guided by super-theoretlcal i..e., “religious” loyalties: and €01
mitments. He insists that his results proceed directly. from
critical inquiry and that “the transcendental problems form
lated in the course of this:investigation are. strietly boun :

'One might be inclined at this point to ask: How can o
conduct: a_ philosophical ‘argument which: shall have ob_]ectx
validity: and yield conclusions which recommend themselves'
every unprejudiced mind when  these very . conclusions  a
the effect that every philosophical argument is “preJudlced’
extra-philosophical loyalties and its conclusions “rehgmusly ‘p:
determined”? How, .can Dooyeweerd  whose: thinking. 'is
hypothesis conditioned by his extra-theoretical faith in Chrlst
hope to. succeed, by theoretical thought; in reaching conclusw
that demand acknowledgment by those who: share a r1val falth‘?

*.To this: Dooyeweerd replies by admitting that his inves

diced,” but, he adds: “this does not.derogate from its inner
scientific nature”’ At this point his central thesis: comesy

bility of theoretical thought, but only: to call into ‘question the . -
dogma .that theoretical thought is autonomous: Theoretical = =
thought itself, he holds, can discover that it rests’'on non-theoret- = -
ical presuppositions, and what the nature of these presuppositionsf i
is but cannot establish the truth or falsity. of ‘the content of ...
these- presuppos1tlons. This latter is a matter of rehgxous faith:
Philosophers proceeding from antithetical faiths cannot by theo-

‘retical thought convict -each other of error in respect of uhese G
" faiths, but they can by theoretical thought . or phllosophlca.l oA

dlscussmn penetrate to and lay bare these faiths. t
- Dooyeweerd conducts ‘such a discussion in the essay. under
review, - In three-short but -siginficant chapters he considers o
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. The Method. of such a Cr1t1que, and The Rehglous Motives of

:Western Thought. :
< In the first ‘chapter Dooyeweeld reJects the. view that phllos—‘

T ophy is a mere subjective view of the world, a matter of Welt-
- anschauung. Philosophy is striet science; the theoretical - atti-
: ‘tude - (theoria) is essential to it. But philosophy, like all theo-

.. retical thought whatsoever, has universal and necessary con-
."ditions or presupposita. The presupposita are not to be con-

fused with the subjective presuppositions or prejudices which
“ireflect or-embody a subjective view of the former. The former
are universal and necessary, the latter are particular and con-
tingent. “Dogmatism arises in philosophy “when the two are
.confused. A" dogmatic, uncritical phllosophy is one that mis-
“takes its: super-theoretical prejudices (4. e., its partlcular view
~of the universal conditions of all thought): for theoretical judg-

: ,ments -of ' universal value. The so-called “Autonomy of Philo-
; “SOpth Thought” is an instance of a super-theoretical prejudice

i widely mistaken for a theoretical axiom. That a transcendental

'roblem lurks in this * ‘axiom” Dooyeweerd seeks to demonstrate

'nalys1s of thought and reality in terms of the

‘szysbegeefr der Wetsidee (Chapter II) and then by a critical

“review of occidental philosophy, which, he holds, has differently
conceived the “axiom” in different stages of its development
(Chapter IID),

The argument in the second chapter proceeds by pointing out
'kthat theoretical thought is analytical, that the Gegenstands-
‘relation which c¢haracterizes its structure depends upon & theo-
"retic abstraction, that the requisite synthesis cannot be effected

" initerms of either of“the discriminated :poles of the relation,

that the attempt so to effect a synthesis has given rise to all

Ceme” in philosophy, that self-knowledge is the only key

) IlOSOphlc synthesis, and that such' knowledge is by nature

18, “always correlative to knowledge of God.” The Self,

Jooyeweerd; is transcendent, at once “the religious center,

ﬂheart, of the whole of our temporal existence’” ‘and “the
den: player playing on the’ keyboard ‘of theoretical thought.”
heoretlcal thought, he concludes, “must admit that true self-

Wledg'e is'not possible in the way of a purely theoretical in-

‘while it “is nevertheless “strictly ' required for critical

theoretical: thought.”

the third and final chapter Dooyeweerd dlstlngulshes four
great iehglous motives which have dominated the evolution of*
‘culture and western seientificand philosophic thought
e Greek, the. Chr1st1an, the Scholastic, and.the Modern.” The
smist will Be horrified to find Christian Philosophy contrasted
‘Scholastic' Thought; . and well he may. if - “Christian” is
n a merely historical sense. Dooyeweerd- takes it here in
istic-sense, and argues: that Secholasticism does not:break’
ut. merely accommodates Greek Philosophy to- the Chris-
Revelatlon, that, in-other words, it is not, as it supposes,

ged in effecting: a synthesis of ‘philosophy and religion,: but
ather in the quite different’ and wholly impossible - task of
ing ‘a theoretical synthesis of antithetical religious motifs:

" thought ‘without exception is founded upon ‘and: determined by
a ‘complex of Transcendental Ideas which; ‘as a complex, he
calls: Wetsidee and which is known in its inelegant English:ver=
sion as “Idea of Law.”. These Transcendental Ideas are not to
“be - confused with theoretical Concépts. = The latter serve to
“‘diseriminate the different aspects of reality, the former con-
~centrate theoretical thought on the mutual relation, the radical
‘unity; and the origin-of these: aspects.  The three transcen-
= deéntal ideas of Relation,” Unity; ‘and Origin determine theoret-
:flcal thought, but: their content: depends on religious  motives
‘which are by nature super-thecretical. - The h1story of philos-
'ophy, ; Dooyeweerd contends, exhibits the “influénce of - these
'ldeas on ‘each and every system of theo1et1cal thought.

“This. reviewer “finds~ himself in agreement with Professor
; ‘Dooyeweerd’s thesis and considers the author's exposition of it,
: "consndermg ‘the llmltatlons of 'space and the- dlﬂicultles of ‘a
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Poss1b111ty of a Transcendental Cr1t1c1sm of Phllosophy, .

- his success in thls responsible, business.

inking: sinee the thinking “Self” is a basie presupposa,tum of

~-sonance, and, most 1mportant, a. communlty of dlctxon‘ these =

ithis:-chapter .Dooyeweerd pomts out-that all -theoretical -

forelgn tongue, , not only an excellent mtroductmn to hlS
phllosophy, but a rallylng point around which Calvinistic think=

- ers'may gather: in their ‘effort to ‘bring évery thought into: sub-, ;

jeetion to God-and to his Christ. - No one 1nterested in Chrlst1an‘ :

" thought ‘should fail to study the book.

Mr. Eerdmans deserves commendatlon for entering upon- th1s
publishing venture : HENRY STOB.

DUTCH POETRY IN TRANSLATION

COMING AFTER. An Anthology of Poetry from the Low ‘Coun-
tries. By Adriaan J. Barnouw. New Brunswick: Rutgers.
University Press, 1948. XX and 348 pages. $5.00. !

EOPLE ‘have been w1111ng to learn the Italian to get atf

ID Dante, English to get at Shakespeare, German to get at
Goethe, and so on, but people by and large—I know that

such a figure as Edmund Gosse is an exceptlon-———have been un-
willing to learn Dutch to get at the literature of The Nether-
lands. Moreover, although Homer had hlS Chapman and his

Pope, Dante his Carey and Longfellow, and Goethe his Bayard

k Taylor and: others, the Dutch poets, even,the b1g ones, have')

for the most part gone w1thout translators.  Van' Noppens
version of Vondel’s Lucifer is a lone exception; Van Noppen ;
and that small collection of Dutch poems by Sir -John Bowring
under the title Bataman Anthology, or Speczmens of Dutch‘
Poets in 1824.

Adriaan J. Barnouw’s medlatlon between the Dutch and the"

'Engllsh-speaklng worlds is the more welcome therefore be-

cause it'is centuries overdue. ‘I marvel at both his courage and
A translation always
has its limits, is rarely the ‘equivalent of an originali Tisay -
rarely, for there is Baudelaire’s version of Poe, which is ‘su-
perb, ‘and a transmutation. really (Poe has been lucky: in his =
translators; his Continental reputation, particularly the French; - -
is- singularly wide and high; even Van Lennep’s De Raaf com=
pares favorably with “The Ra.ven”), and; though few Ameri-
cans ‘have noticed 'it, there :i§ also Guido Gezelle’s Hiawadha
which is, I ‘think, abetter poem than the Hmwatha it tra,ns-:
lates.  But such “miracles ‘excepted, the rule holds' that trans- -
lations, though indispensable-~where would - the Germans be,
and what, without the Schlegel Shakespeare, or we without the
Carey Dante, or.the. Taylor ‘Faust?—are not’ quite adequate G
It. is ‘as Goethe said:  WHhen ‘one begms to: translate, he runs
head-on into the: untranslatable e
To- convert bald sc1ent1ﬁc statement, ‘in- Wthh formal pres-f
stires are hot 51gn1ﬁcantly operatlve, from ‘one languag 5
another is' difficult enough “But'in poetry this challénge
recreator is most exacting. There is so uch to defy h
cause the poet uses' so many elements simultaneously in
effort to make his form do the work of refining his thought,
vision; or emotion: “Metre ‘and* ryhthm: and rhyme, 1magk iy
symbol, ‘aceent: and. cadence, word . order, -assonance ‘and con- .

all-at one and the same time contnbute to the: total effec
poetry comes as close as language can to’pure s1gmﬁcance.f
the translating, consequently, there can be 1o change mth
an -accompanying ‘loss, - Hence' I admire : Barnouw’s - courag
In his: “coming after” (And I come after, gleyring: hefre and. .
there, Chaucer has said); he enters. into tryst with the elo-
quent dead, promising the seers and’ saye1s of ‘the past: that he~ g
will: remake their- work without marring it.
This promise he keeps. Tiue, these poems: also: are trans-
lations; and are riot the equivalent of the original pieces. The

-translator is sometimes forced, to compromise; hence there are. -

such occasional infelicities' and defects as false rhymes (bud-
understood; - door-moor;  tdstesgrazedy, ‘archaisms’ and -poeti- -
cisms™ (Cmong, midst, twain, neath, ere), harsh juxtapositions of
sound (As sure as he knew death his life journey’s goal), un+ -
natural word ‘order ‘(And now. I must to him subject be)y, and
the like. But of these it should be: said that: they ‘are occasioned
in- Barnouw’s statizas by a determination niot to. sacrifice more
important. formal: elements. So, for:example;: he does: complete
justice to the: music and: melody of the velse, that total sweep
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. ' "publlsh 2. much: expanded version - of  these lectures :

anf , pattern whlch we call its swell
usually ‘sensitive to vOWel quantity and’ assonance, “involved 'ag
'they are in. tempo, and the contribution of terpo to mood. ‘And

“hig‘range in’ dietion; thanks partly ‘to- his- scholarship-in the.
‘early ‘and medieval Continental and English languages, is’ fruit-

*fully wide.  But see; just for a sense of it; what he can do to
' preserve the sound-and melody of Boutens

My pallid thoughts go seeking thee in the night watches

Like tired sheep that struggle to the distant fold.

They fleck the darkness white with twilight-glimmering patches
_ Graging the shadow slopes along the gloom-steeped wold.

-Although I try each day with sun and gentle pleading -

To soothe in my own fold and ‘pasture their dumb plaint,
-Still in the dusky eve their long-drawn bleat, unheeding,
.Breaks open towards the dark the gates of my restraint.

Anguished I watch them while they nearer, nearer falter
“To gr1ef which now betweéen us flows a wide, bleak stream,
But mark them safely climb the bank across the water,
And fade away afar in:haze of dlstant dream.

Thus, midst the waning night, all Joy and -sorrow fleeting, i
‘I-feel the hours-glide as through a lifeless town, o
Till with the rising sun-their unconsoléd bleating

Turns. to the fold and cries along the dew-drenched down.

The Anthology comprlses poems from more than sixty Dutch
and. Flemish authors, most of them represented by one or two
poems each, - Some sixty pages go to the medieval. period, some
. sixty to Renaissance and Reformation voices, seventeen to the
. usually over:rated nineteenth. century, and somewhat more than
" half the book to the interesting 80’s and after. But for “Wil-
liam of Nassau,” which, acrostics and all, is: very effectively
reproduced; and De Genestet’s “Such -is' Holland,” the selection
-of .poems: is based: on.: aesthetic worth: rather than on national
- .or ‘folk -interest, : » ~

Coming After is an antholoay of specimens, but it is more
than that. It is a history of Dutch literature too. The work of
each author.is preceded by .a critical evaluation of -his achieve-
ment, and the volume as a whole is introduced by twenty pages
of cr1t1cal—hlstor1cal orientation to Dutch letters. The whole book
. . -is.a fine thing, also.in point. of the craftsmanship and taste
‘ »put 1nto it by the: Rutgels Umver51ty Press.  HENRY ZYLSTRA.

S POETRY AND RELIGION :
’TH CHRIST OF THE PoETS. By Edwin Mims. Nashmlle Abing-
on—Cokesbwry Press; 1948. 256 ‘pages. .$2.50. .

[E- origin of -this book is to be found: in the five Shaffer

.~ University-in 1944.  Since it was felt' that in these times

was -decided -to
The
volume under review. is: the result. of  four' more  years .of
preparation, and is similar to the author’s Great Writers As
reters: of Relzgzon, but more speclﬁc 1n 1ts aim and more
'd‘;m its scope: : e :
rofessor Mims’ .purpose was “to be eatholic in my: cons1de1-
~of all possuble interpretations of Jesus by including Ro-

~1nqu1ry into ‘the: subject: might ‘be" helpful, “it

trmltarlans, modern poets -as well  as- trad1t10nal ”
‘author himself tells us in’ his - Preface;. h1s point- of* view " is
that of Howard: S. Bl1ss poem;, The Modern Missionary, whlch
sugpests loyalty to a Christ ‘whose nature need not be ‘care-
fully defined. “His own loyalty, it is true, is not of -the luke-
warm- variety, but. seems to glow. with a certain warm admira-
tion for the traditional view of Jesus, as it is expressed, for

example, by George 'Herbert -in his religious. ‘poetry... Never-:
theless, he makes it a point to be tolerant towards those who

hold - liberal views of Jesus, as his explanation of Tennysons
conceptlon of Jesus: readily: 1llustrates To"call Tennyson a “con-
queror. of doubts” - is a: rather  hazardous-thing. to. do.
‘one makes a ‘close study of .the refererces to Christ in the In

Memomam, one does ‘ot find: anywhere. a: ‘clear statement--as
# " to:the true nature. of Christ, the God-man, or.of His bodily .
: kresurrectlon asa basic element in the; Chr1st1an V1ew of imimor-
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, tallty Nor are the 1nterm1ttent v1ctor1es of ‘the: poet the resu, ’

Agam; 'he" is ‘more. than
‘of faith in Christ,” It is hazardous, moteover; to make- Tenny-‘

Only such a nature is qualified for the study. of religion 1n

‘that have as much artistic merit as the secular poems selected.

lectures delivered by Professor ‘Mims at. Northwestern:

uncertamty in" respect to spiritual truth a: more: thorough )

Cathollcs as ‘well as -Protestants, unitarians as well’ as
‘As - the-
“authoras photographer tells is- told better than the story the ‘
“author as writer: tells.

‘When -

‘son a “conqueror  of doubts” in. view of the Kantian dualism <.
between faith and reason, soul and mind, which he accepts as
the basis for his great compromise: Th1s ‘dualism “is; without “
a- doubt, a contributing cause, if not the chief. cause, of the
doubt that harassed the poet to the end of his life. The fact
that Tennyson in his last- moments occupied' his mind :with
Shakespeare rather than with Christ and His Word is: s1g-
nificant, 5
Admittedly, it is not -an easy task to reploduce falthfullyf S
a poet’s religious views. What he writes is- the product of his: - e
poetical intuition, and, though by virtue of this fact he: may, :
have deeper insight into life than the philosopher or the:sciené
tist, he expresses himself more imaginatively and with less
regard for logical precision and consistency than these do. ‘Be- . -

‘sides, he may be sincere in his personal attitude to CHrist, and

yet depart widely from a truly Biblical inter pretatlon His. views
may be s0 vague and even contradictory as to make a satis-: -~
factory statement of them -impossible. ‘Hence it becomes us: not, .
to be too exacting in our. demands of anyone who makes a '
study of religion in literature. But his point of view we:should =
know, and we are glad that Professor Mims specifically stated
it. And so we do not hesitate to say that The Christ of the .
Poets is a helpful book for those interested in the ‘subject,
though it can. never supersede the readmg of ‘the - poets;, .
themselves. wir
Professor Mims shows himself to be: of a re11g1ous natule S

literature.  Realizing the 1mportance of "religion. in life,:
also realizes its 1mportance in literdture.. He rebukes: anthol- o
ogists for not including .among their selections. religious poems

He: dlsagrees with those critics who seem to think that: the . in-
clusion of spiritual material disqualifies-one from. being: con-=
sidered - a- true. poet.--He agrees rather with :T. S.. Ehot in
holding that whilé aesthetic. considerations:are essentlal
greatness of ‘a’ piece of writing is determined. by the rehg'i
philosophy it embodies: These are:séund convictions,’ and'
wish that all teachers of -literature ‘shared .them, -

J G VANDEN BOSCH

A COUNTRY REPORT ;
THE HoME PLACE: By Wright Morris.: New Ymk cmd London
Charles Seribner’s. Sons, 1948. 178 pages. $3.50.

F you were country born: and raised; and if the country 3
‘were .raised .in was the plainer area of the Plains ‘ Stat
Nebragka, Kansas, the Dakotas, and such; if you llved th

life of the farm there and liked it; or if you didn’t like it bu
made a_virtue of mnecessity and put up with. it anyhow——the
you will find" The Home Place very interesting: G
‘You -will ﬁnd it very interesting, especially before you rea
it.. I say before you read it, because this book, which i
of novel, ‘has as many full-page photographs in’ it as it
pages. of text. - I know you. will. be looking- at: -the: photogra
all -of them; long.and attentively; before you embark upon th
story surrounding them. And I think also: that the story th
&

- For the photographs in themselves; 1ndependent of the story,
constitute:an-epic, not, as they used to say of Cooper's: novels;
an epic:of the prairie; but. an- epic of the hard harsh llfe of"
the farm in contemporary Nebraska. These photographs are
uncannily artistic in- this respect partlcularly that,: except for -
the first and the’ last, ‘they are photographs .of things, not. of
people, and yet are so -conceived -and ordered that they ave =
things Aumanized, things: that tell of people; and the life
people.” This' is your true art of photography. It 'is art
not merely because the pictures as pictures are expert enough‘
in execution to be worthy of Life magaziney it is art more be— T
cause the effect of any ‘one and.of all of: them together is a:

'smgle effect: that of the bleak, harsh; colorless, but 1nv1olablef;
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and mvulnerable hfe on the farm in’ the inner. dedle West

jfront of a paintless granary-corncrib, the Home Comfort Range
“with its” éaleulated minimum: of kitchen -conveniences, .a wash-

. smgletree overgrown with mould, a walking plow with one of its
‘handleés crudely repaired; a bed-spread loosely hung on the con-
. ,‘cave mattress of an old steel bed, the yellowed photo-portrait
“iiofa” grandmother in its. wooden frame—these and the rest of
. them tell of hardihood, endurance, wear, and of stern inde-
" .pendence. - Really these pictures: are so remarkably eloquent,
" ‘suchva speaking report of man. against nature in the dust-
- bowl of a decade ago, such ‘a telling record of the farmer in
.. "his costly independence from-the rest of the world, that one
" could wish-to have them alone, bound up apart from the text.
... #+I have a feeling which I cannot quite justify, but which I
: feel Just the same, that to start writing around pictures which
'1n ‘themselves..are so effectively. narrative -is to .belabor - the
~~ obvious. . When we look at “The' Night-Watch” we want no
_« sother story than Rembrandt’s.painting. tells. . Indeed, I do not
~ think that this wedding of the photographic and literary in
"“The Home: Place works well. I seem to remember old -Lessing,
and: his Laokoon, and-the confusion of the arts. And" I think

" “not “hit upon a satisfying scheme of treatment, and conse-
:,oquently vacillated between several. In the main his story is of
~a man and his wife and two children who, forced out of New
. York 'by. the housmg shortage, consider trying for a home in
~the. country. They go to Grandpa’s place for a trial visit, and

the spectator’s detachment from .country things and. valués,
o 'llttle more, I think, than he wanted. Somehow,: at least, the
hnnpressmn is left that the author-narrator cannot make up
_‘his' mind“about- the- psychologlcal point of: view from which - he
- wantg to look at his characters.

They say that rural electrification, what with the damming

before long -the connotations of - The ‘Home Place, its Home
ay“‘to ‘refrigerators, -groomed- lawns, - six-hour - days, and a
nt this. book, that is, the pictures in it, to keep the outline
 tainly the historian who finds this book in:the -far-off” future
. ;wxll have no, trouble catching 4 sense of ‘Ameérican raral life in

Plalns States durmg the early twentleth century.
‘ - . ; : HENRY ZYLSTRA

WALCHEREN AT BAY

OLL BACK THE SEA. By A: -Den Doolaard ( Corneliug Spoel—
stra). Translated by Burrows Mussey. New York: Szmon
and Shuster, 1948. 435 pages. [ $2.95..

y ANY Americans-who' trace their origin to Zeeland or
“any part of the Netherlands will probably welcome

habitants- of the 1nundated island’ of ‘Walcheren: not only, but
also of the Dutch race against its age—old enémy, the sea; here
nearly personahzed in the form of a cunning, relentless devil,

“her 1944,  when strategy required that German influence on

the Channel and German protection of Antwerp be “drowned
‘out” even at ‘the cost of discomfort and, possibly, permanent
- dispossession of the island’s inhabitants.
- dikes helped to bring on V-E Day; they also brought the poss1—

:“"the dikes. were filled before the racing tides ripped gullies so

‘ methods.

“reaping its first harvest after the war, Den Doolaard’s book
“‘appears-as the fruit of a kind of journalistic’ record begun

A Model-T; Cahforma—top Ford standlng lotie and ‘stark:in

“pan-and bucket on the back-porch berich, a piece of a broken -

-another.problem was to find & means. of artistic unity.

~that Mr.. Morris had a little trouble with his narrative, could

, “even have trouble with' an article in. Popular Mechanics.
: "declde not to-stay.” This device gives the author something of:

up. of the Missouri and such, is coming in, and I suppose that
fortRange and Home Comfort Tobacco, will be giving

ate plane for. the farmer. When that time comes I. shall
) ~close. to tak1ng on a collectlve pe1sona11ty as they could
of country thmgs and ways and values sharp and vivid, Cer-:
3, ‘senise of the immediate suggests that the translator
‘the Dutch quite literally in’ this respect._

:such’-intentions.”

’ this novel since it glorifies: a. doggedness of -the in- “the fly-leaf; unlike. most. of its kind; is one you really us
-American “English; it does ‘not ‘flood - this “novel as profamtyﬂ
L 280 often "does in modern novels. :Aside from this, the book will

.'Thig devil was loosed upon the island by-Allied bombs in Octo- i

‘Four breaks in the -
8 Jﬁblllty that® Walcheren become a_lost island unless the gaps in

large that- they could never be ﬁlled by ‘man w1th known
“ture t6. America, they can at least be commended for: one: boon,"'
“unusual in: these days: they offer an; attractlvely bound book
for less than a cent and ‘a half per page.”

At the very t1me of the same year in which Walcheren 1s:”

fdurmg hig own - tour of “duty as laison - officer: between the

~Br1t1sh Royal Engmeers and the Dutch Government : Depart-”_
~ment of. Dike Repairs.> The’ wmters problem obvmusly wa ~

make good fiction of an event in. the 1mmed1ate past ’and,,to :
sustain the: interest and suspense even“ though newspapers: ot
yet crisp-in the.files have told us.the outcome. Another problem~, :
was:to make the necessary. technological . materials 1nterest1ng' to

a multitude of readers whose active interest in hydrauhc engl-‘ :
neering ceased with the last childhood attempt to. dam the rain-

water racing along the curb of a home-town street. And yet ;

On the first count, the book stands up well.. Crisis after criis
comes and goes; will. this dike be filled in time? will that break.
be repaired in. time? will the savage, gnawing tide finally put
the desperate work of months to naught? There i early promise
of eventual crises between characters: the chief engineer seems
opposed 1nterm1ttently, to one of the contractors, but nothing
develops the John—Doe insurance salesman who représents. the
little people of -the island seems headed for trouble when. he;
together with his wife, is forced by the water to live in a sis-
ter’s second-floor apartment; but the ﬂght stays on . the level”
of sarcasm; The-salesman himself ‘is ‘the only character. who:
changes: he “discovers”a new self-importance and - bravado in
his work in the Up-with-Walcheren Committee; he throws off

‘domestic tyranny; he consequently feels “let. down’ ‘when' the
final dike repair succeeds and he is ‘threatened with normalcy

‘On the second count, excegsive:* wr1t1ng down” is avoided ‘in
the explanation of the engineering problems and. projects by -
having the experts explain in dialogie to' people ‘who ‘might -
-The
placing of brushwood mattresses used to tie.down the bottoms,x
of the gullies is described as. if -only a littlé . more: complicatéd
than the sinking of a lily pad with a: stone. Numerous devices;

such as the crane operator’s description of his work in a letter

to his’ sweetheart, are used by this journalist-novelist to’ main-
tain a sense of reality which would : be lost if the story were‘:
interrupted “with deliberate’ explanatlons :

In making fact good - fiction, . the problem of unlty-——-1f the‘
problem is still’ recognized- in the ‘writing of novels: today——ls«
met: by relating everything andeveryone to the sea. One and:
one-third billion gallons of salt-water pouring - into’ and vout
of the 45,000-acre saucer with each ‘eycle of ‘the tide cone: askf

The' phys1c

reahty at “times; an example: the - words; successwe |
photographs: showed: almost .no change in the ‘big gray areas :
and the small black areas,” take us; perhaps, to a. darkroom';
or staff headquarters, ‘but it is obvious that the’ author has no.
He is more .artistic. in “his use - of. detall
beetles crawling up a: wall give the creepy plemonltlon of ‘co!
ing flood; calves bawling suggest the: ery. of drowning 1y

Trade jokes and stories are used moderately Th: map'

you read. Profanity.in the d1alogue is translated into.re

be kept .out of ‘most church libraries. because ‘of the: spirit: of
the following quotation from the chapter (not well mtegrated
with the story) named:“The Sermon’’: “Many. of - them. (the
parishioners) are brought up in the sombre doctrine: of- Cal:
vin; and on leaden Sundays they read in a heavy. voice thef
harsh words from  the craggiest ‘part- of ‘Scripture, the. 0ld
Testament, and:feel themselves welghted down w1th the gr1ev—~

‘ousness of their sins.’

. -If the pubhshers have not brought a p1ece of endurlng htera-f

STANLEY KONING :
The Unlver51ty of Mlchlgan. ~ i
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