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An Ed1tor1al

o ’ HE ﬁrst American Reglonal Calvinistic Con-
SN - ference, carrying forward the testimony and

1nsp1rat1on of the earlier National Confer-
. ences held at Paterson, N. J., and Grand
- ,Rap1ds Mich., has gone down into h1story ‘Held in

' the Southland where some of the finest Presbyterian

-traditions and loyalties still prevail, it was not sur-

7 prising that this Conference should meet with the
'+ fine response which it enjoyed. Although the initial -

. suggestion and offer of sponsorship fot this confer-

- ‘ence Committee, whose membership is found chiefly
. in theiNorth,;the Jackson Conference was from the
. beginning in the hands of the Presbyterian leaders

of that city and the planning and execution of the
Tprogram as well as’ all other arrangements were'

: ntlrely theirs: -

- Jackson, the cap1ta1 of the state of M1ss1ss1pp1 De-
longs to what is commonly called the deep South. It

s the natural center to which Presbyterian Church

~life of that state gravitates. It was a happy ar-
~ rangement to have the pastors of the three Presby-
- terian churches of Jackson and the President of the
local Presbyterian College constitute the Executive
. Committee of the Conference. Dr. G. T. Gillespie,
. President of Belhaven College, Dr: J. Moody McDill,

Pastor of the Fondren Presbyterian Church, Dr.
" _R. E. Hough, Pastor of the Central Presbyterian

;:"Presbyterlan Church, const1tuted a most effective
team working for the success ' of the Conference.

‘as the ladies of the local churches and faculty mem-
‘bers of Belhaven College, contributed their share of
: success. Presbyterlan laymen undervvrote the
K "'expenses

" at Jackson is the unity of the leaders and their undi-

¢ thers. " The leadership of Belhaven College and of
*  the Churches was one in promoting the cause which

these conferences are designed to serve. Though
- the intensive treatment of the subject, “The Chal-
 lenge of Calvinism in ‘Our Day”, may not have been
" a common occurrence among the southern brethren,
it was clear from. the beginning that they were
L sp1r1tua11y one with the speakers who unfolded this
* ., subject, whether they came from Decatur, Ga.,
Ph11ade1ph1a Pa., or from the state of Michigan.
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“experience to note the warm reception which ever;

ence came from.the American Calvinistic: Confer- -

 sire, one holy passion: to carry forward the torch
the God-centered Faith of the Scriptures for wh

no hobbies to ride, no pet projects to be put across
~not even: denom1nat1ona1 interests to be promot
- There was only the lifting up of the glor1ous bant

- Calvinistic Conference is a product of the activit;

Church, and Dr. Girard Lowe, Pastor of the First . of no single church nor of any part1cular orgamza

‘advancement of study and fellowship" among me

iMany elders and other Presbyterian laymen, as well -

feeling, willing—in the entire compass of their life

labor and fellowship to make the meetings a real.

" One of the heartenlng elements in the situation ' created by this promotion sp1r1t the messages wer

vided: loyalty to the faith of the Presbyterian fa--

up to-our faith—not to bow down to it—seemed to

»There was also a ﬁne harmony and a unified impact

in the messages of the speakers vvhether the1r ante- o
cedents were those of Scotch-Irish Presbyterlamsmf;wl} :
or of Dutch Reformed Calvinism. And, if a per-
sonal testimony of one of the speakers be permltted;
at this point, it was a most heartening and inspiring

presentation of the Calvinistic Falth recelved fr m
those who came to hsten : i

‘Novel as these conferences are, 1t did not appar_
ently take the Jackson and- M1ss1ss1pp1 friends f‘
the Presbyterlan Faith'long to discover that all con-
nected with this movement are filled with one de-"

the term Calvinism is only a synonym. There W

of the Faith of our Fathers, and that faith as a livi
power for today, striving to serve this day and
generation. There was no apologizing for Calvin
ism, neither on the part of the promoters nor of
speakers. On how high a spiritual plane- the Con
ference was placed from the start may be seen fro
these ‘words of introduction which graced the p
gram and served to give all visitors and. partlclpa
at the Conference the rlght understanding. “T

tion; it is a movement; world-wide in. scope, for ;

and women, young and old, who are determine
that God shall be God to them in all their thinking

activities, intellectual, moral, 'spiritual, throughou g
the1r individual, social, religious relations.”

' Language like that speaks to the mind and hear
of every spiritual son of Calvin. In an atmospher

given their true setting. It was felt that Calvinism
has a message for today. It was felt that the spir
itual herltage of the Reformed and Presbyteria
fathers is not a mere historical relic, to be taken out
with pride for public display on certain speclal o

occasions, but that it is a living power, a much-

needed dynamic, a great divine blue-print for the
task of our day and age. The challenge to measure

stand out anew. We are only reporting what was
stated repeatedly that to many present at the Con-'
ference the beauty and the power and the practical |
grip of the faith embodied in the Westminster and .




ALY i g Gl

nbody in their churches, their ‘worship, their
fds_, their. educational institutions, and their mis-
onary enterpr1se Though keenly aware that in

s d by Calvin; Knox, and the Fathers of Dort have
"'Weakened the1r testimony and in some cases tragic-

ally sold their spirtual blrthrlght for a mess of mod-
st pottage the fellowship at Jackson was' evi-
‘nce that in wide reaches of these historic churches

OW denommatmnal consc10usness, whether of a
particular Presbyterian or of a Reformed brand,
e greatly enr1ched and strengthened by such

(e !prayer to God is that th1s J ackson reg1ona1
onference may be bt the first of a long series, held

real revival of interest in the Reformed Faith

munity where there is st1ll a living interest in
ese things. Dr. William C. Robinson, himself a
of the Southern Presbyter1an Church, an ardent
arn p1on ‘of Calvinism, a member of our National

uently with his audience on ‘Sunday afternoon

commumon of a new: 1nterest in. Calv1msm Sald

S‘ devote special weeks to subjects like church
union and the Feral Council. Why not devote a spe-

’"':Falth?” e

son. Conference at its: closing meeting were these.

fand more systematlc and thorough presentatlongo.
“these great fundamental truths in the pulplt as in -
ffSome of us felt anew: the thr111 of be1ng one in -
depner God-nphferod F‘mfh \xrhmh in ﬂod’
prov1dence it has been the privilege and duty of the -
Scotch’ Presbyter1ans and the Dutch Reformed to

. Faith of Calvinism is-still a living Faith. De-
nominational fences in; no- way interfere with the
e fellowship of those who have caught this v1s1on k
of God-centered thinking and 11v1ng In fact, one’s

arious parts of the country ‘We fervently hope

d‘a‘newexplo1tat1on of its: sp1r1tualresources may

take. place throughout the land, beginning in every_" of God and the Reformed Faith, the editor wri

merican Calvinistic Conference ‘Committee,
"a speaker at the Jackson Conference, pleaded the expression of aspirations and activities of C
-vinistic groups throughout the world: in Austra
for the cu1t1vat1on in the Southern Presbyterian
_Afr1ca and in the Netherlands, in Scotland and
,England among Hungarians in Europe and in o

~own country, and among various Presbyter1an an o

. “Leaders in the Presbyterian Church in the

cial week to the ' great sub]ect of our Calv1n1st1c + cloud as of a man’s hand grow and yield an abu

S And among the resolut1ons adopted by the Jack-“

“We recommend to all our ministers and laymen a
renewal of emphas1s on the study of the great Cal-

all phases of our- educatmnal program—in the -

‘home, the school and the: church.  We. suggest that
“overtures be sent to the Montreat Program Com-

mittee and to the Belhaven Summer Conference;y"‘
Program Committee requesting that a series of ad-
dresses on Calvinism be 1ncluded from t1me to t1me .

“in the1r conference programs.”
any parts of the country the churches originally

, We re]o1ce to know that the test1mony is to be’i"
carried forward. - We rejoice to hear voices in vari-

-ous- parts of: the globe ‘responding to -the sp1r1tual
summons that has lately gone forth through ‘this
~Calvinistic Conference ‘movement. Last month we

quoted the editor of a South African re11g1ous week- e
ly urging his people to follow the example of ‘Amer-

ican Calvinists on this score. -This month there' o

came to our desk another such SouthAfrlcan review
rejoicing in th1s evidence of the rev1val of the Cal-— L
vinistic Faith. And only today a voice reached us
from the Island of Ceylon ‘where the. remnants of

‘what at one time was a- flourishing- group of Dutch
_ Reformed Churches are still found. Said the edi-
tor of The Old Paths (Publ1shed in the interests of =

the Dutch Reformed Church in Ceylon) “Froude,yh

- the historian, stated that Calvinism has appeared -
-+ and will appear again. The Calvinstic Conferences’~_

held in Europe and America and more recently in
Australia evidence this revival of Calvinism. Wein -
Ceylon have our part to play. The world has too
long been dominated by the thought of the Rights
of the State and the nghts of Man and 1gnored the

: nghts of: God to rule supreme in ‘every departme -

of life.” *And in the same issue, reviewing The Wo

“When we read of these Ca1v1n1st1c Conferences
how we long for such’ Conferences in Ceylon.
our Church barren of leadership in this dlrectlon

It has been the s1ngu1ar pr1v1lege of TuE CALVIN
FORUM to serve as the channel and mouthp1ece for

and New Zealand, in India and Ceylon in Southyffﬂ

Reformed groups in the United States. May the

dant rain of ‘spiritual bless1ng ‘May conferences
like those in Paterson, in Grand Rapids, and now -
recently in Jackson be multiplied throughout the
land to the glory of God and the increasing sub-

mission of His people to His sovereign will. C. B.-




i;"’§Chr1st1an Sh1bboleths |
and the Post-VVar World

HILE most people,

| Christians alike, are conscious of the
/" present titanic struggle engulfing  the
~world, few are really giving much

thought to other aspects of the present upheaval..

‘There is a tendency for us to lay all our emphasis
- upon the battles- and the bloodshed Yet behind

‘the ‘lines the war is having as great or an even

~greater effect. The whole face of a country is

changed by the economic and social forces set in
For instance, the writer’s
.“own’ country, Canada, has been changed from an

- caust. of ‘strife.

“"operatlon by the war.

~essentially agricultural country to one of the

world’s leading industrial nations in the short
“space of some four or five years. In the wake of

this deve10pment has come an economic and social

| ARE change which is hard to realize. And many other
.~ countries today are seeing the same revolutlon take :

‘place w1th1n their own borders.

. The consequences of such a radlcal change in
: the lives of numerous countries are going to con-
‘,'stltute one of the greatest post-war problems.

e k'W1th1n the countries themselves there is going to

' 'fbe the great industrial and commercial centraliza-
“tion which has come as a result of the war. Then
_too, there will be the problems of government con-

_cases there will have appeared by the end of the

- war a new capitalist class and also a new prole-

‘tariat. ‘Some countries which have hardly known
‘the meaning of the capital- -labor conflict before
~will find themselves engulfed in a veritable holo-
‘Coupled with this problem there
~ will be the task of rehabilitating some thirty to
forty million men and women who are returnlng
,from mniilitary to civilian life. :

“As can eas11y be seen, such a situation is fraught
with danger both for the individual nation and for
the world as a whole. Because this is realized by

" ‘some, attention is being turned towards the ques-

tion of post-war planning. Indeed, one group of

war reconstruction and published last year-a com-
- posite work called “Prefaces to Peace.” In this
~way it has been hoped that some leadership might

. .be given in the problems of the post war rehablh-

~tation of the world.

Pas
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Christians " and " non--

They are faced with the problem of the changmg

, ~evolved probably well over one hundred diffe
_trols over the economic life of the nation. In many

pubhshers has pooled its various works on post--

W Stanﬂford Re1d
o Montreal, Canada
A Vital
Christian Need
But: the problem of the World after the war is
not merely the property of politicians and their =
breed. It is very much the 1nterest of all men and o
all forms of social organization. It is even of im=- -
portance to the Christian Church and its members
Since Christians are in the world they cannot sepa-
rate themselves from it with the feeling that th
have no interest in its fortune and misadventures.

world and the trials and difficulties which i
changes force upon them. Consequently the whole .
problem of post-war reconstruction must be of. v1ta1’
interest to Christians both as 1nd1v1dua1s and also
as members of the Church of Christ. Ts the pos
war world going to be one in which there will
sufficient for all? Ts it going to be a world in Wh1ch
rehglous liberty is curtailed? Is it going to be o
in which the state rules and dominates all sides
life? "These are but a few questlons Wh1ch 1l
Chr1st1an must ask. S

When one turns to the various “blueprlnts” f
the world of the post-war era a feeling of disma
or at least confusion, arises. There have be

plans by which we are told peace, plenty and fre
dom will be assured to all. There are the Beve
idge, the Marsh, the Lever Brothers’ plans, We
dell Wilkie's 1deas, Hoover’s and Gibson’s sol
tion. of the question of a lasting peace, besides thos
of Vice-President Wallace, Sumner Welles a
others. They all approach the problem from diffe
ent angles and with different points*of view. To
the average reader of these plans, therefore, there
can hardly result anything but confusion. This is
particularly true of the Christian. He has the prob-
lem of studying these various plans, perhaps with ©
the idea of Vot1ng for or against them, and with-
out guidance he is liable to be sorely misled by =
well-turned but actually anti- Chrlstlan arguments o

For this reason the Christian is in sore need today s
of some guidance which W111 direct them to the =

“truly Christian point of view. He needs some rea1\~

expositions of the situation -and of the Scrlptures "
by which he can form some estimate of what
should be the Christian position with regard to the - .
post-war problems. If no such guidance is. forth- . -

C1s7




d, other countr1es w111 be swept into- this,

pears to be a good idea, and all for the best will
receive his support when actually from the Scrip-

at nothing can be done about. ‘The result will
his withdrawal from the arena altogether, and

plan of reconstruct1on

re Conservatlsm T
No Solutlon

rld- -recovery, it is useless fo think that we

\ thout much thought

hat help ‘or :guidance does the: Chr1st1an have?
‘must frankly admit he has very little.
jal condltlons “were different. But clichés are

ore,'
's'of d1fﬁcu1ty or major problems.:

Yet when-

’” “

ate. property,”‘ “1nd1v1dual hberty, ;
rictions” and the like. Not because many know

phrases which have been piously repeated for
e last five decades, they are regarded as solvmg
problems
r economic and social recovery.

Yet is this the proper att1tude‘? Are We to ac-

camining them? If the Reformers . had adopted
that attitude where would free enterprise be now?
~ How far would democracy have grown? We must

advancing towards a greater and more “thorough

cation. It is for this reason that: some Reformed
churches are now - re- examining their teach1ngs~'
- concermng the relations of church and state. There
also the danger that we are today simply accept-

‘of the Christians off'gactually contrary to the. k k
‘ture. Or it may be that the phrases former v used,;'

at, and the other “ism.” What on the surface ap-  can no longer be apphed to the present situation.

ural outlook it is all wrong. Or it may be that the -
Christian will. become d1sgusted with the whole
~thing. He will say everything is Wrong, S0 wrong

in this ‘way he will be lost to any truly Chr1st1an

of many unthinking Christians.

But w1th all thls need for a clear cut test1mony‘,
o the basic Chr1st1an pr1nc1p1es involved. in -

eturn to “the days before it started.” ‘Many
that it Wﬂl be possible to do so, but it seems -
y 11kely There are going to be many new

~ ‘roper act1on in: such c1rcumstances

Trueyf
has a number of clichés or sh1bboleths -which
ve been inherited from days when economic and

v little use for practlcal affairs; and what is
they do not give very ‘much’ ‘certainty in on his views concern1ng ‘economic and soc1a1 “prin-
ciples.
- one talks today to a Christian ‘about modern tures to find what it means by such th1ngs as ‘‘pri
ditions one hears such' terms as “the r1ghts of
state re-  pressions of the same kind. It is no use saying

What is meant by them, but simply because those
fair means or foul no matter how he: hurts his fe

They are the Chr1st1ans textbook_

pt the clichés of past generat1ons without first

~ realize that the true Church of Christ is always« :

understandmg of Christian’ doctrme -and its appli-

ng old and worn-out clichés and. shibbolets be-
~_cause they are old At the - same time they may be

Therefore, there is a danger that the old shibbo-
leths may be s1mply ‘the refuge of reactionaries,
rather than the conv1ct1ons of thmk1ng Christians. =

" Further emphasis is given to this view when we,f
reahze how closely some of these phrases and shib-

“boleths are ‘linked up to the slogans of part1cu1ar,

parties. Certain p011t1ca1 ‘groups take upon them-

selves, at least officially, the work of protecting this

or that class, this or that ideal. Their slogans then

- pass into the common vernacular and as long as

the party uses those terms it receives the support
One of ‘the great
slogans of the Republican Party in the '90s was
“freedom of ‘contract” ‘and another: was “freedorn};'
of enterprise.” But actually they meant freedom -
of the moneyed classes to mulct labor and control
the government for their own: benefit. Neverthe-f
less; many Christians fell in with the ideas ex-
pressed in these party watch words and today they" o
simply accept them as self-ev1dent Chrlstlan pr1n-r,~f

L c1p1es
, Maklng a Fresh Study
: ;‘of Scrlpture ‘ ‘

- What must be done‘? We must make a real effort,“'f‘*"&

'to test these old catch-words by the Scrlptures o
It is no use our saying that certain theologians in

the past have held these views therefore they must
be correct. Theologians are not the rule of Chris-
tian conduct. That high. place is reserved: for th:
Word of God. It is thus a duty of the Christian a
of Chr1st1an leaders to check with the Scr1ptur

It means that we must search the SCr1p-

L2 I3

vate property, 1nd1v1dua1 freedom” and other
the Scriptures set the seal of God upon the divil
right of pr1vate property What does the Bible
teach concerning the nature of private property?
Is it everything a man can obtain for himself

lows and society in general‘? ‘The prophet Am ,
has a few things to say about such rights; and what

‘he says is none too complimentary. Shibboleths are

no use, unless we know their specific content. This

content if it is to be acceptable to Chr1st1ans mustiq :

be Scr1ptura1 ' R :
Another need is a real understand1ng of present-

day conditions. Tt is of little use our finding Scrip-

tural pr1nc1p1es if we do not know that to which
they are to be applied. Too many American Chr1s-ee
tians are today attempting to: -apply the ‘clichés of

Jeffersonian democracy to pre-Civil War condi- -

tions. 'That Jeffersonian ideals were not -always

Christian is quite probable, but that pre-Civil War'

cond1t1ons 1o longer exist is absolutely certam

THE CALVIN FORUM



Today ¢ great business and industrial trusts,
. many of whom care Tittle What happens as long
‘Other countries: are see-

as they make big proﬁts
- ing tremendous changes coming over their whole
_economic -and social life. They can not even at-
o tempt to understand their times in the light of pre-
"~ World War II conditions.
* realize. that new problems are going to arise at the
~close of present struggle. .
" ,understand them and attempt to apply a truly
,Scmptural plan of reconstruction.

PR

ThlS will probably mean a. reJectlng of : much

_hitherto accepte d because ‘it is out-of-date.

o ~ Whether we like it or not the post-war world is

7'g01ng to be a new ‘world. That it will be a better
~ stance. at the situation in American industry, 189

~:~fiworld is by no means certain, but that it will bring

Chrlstlan Church must attempt to ‘give an. appro-

t ‘back to _events and problems of the ’30s. A con-

':'s1stent Scrlptural approach to new problems may.
- mean something of a new. approach but of ‘that.

'we should not be afraid. Our forefathers in fight-

‘ing for liberty and. democracy were mak1ng a‘new-
approach but they did not ShlI‘k the duty, ne1ther

sshould we. |

irn to three specific problems which will face

~ship and the place of the ‘state. In the social and
~economic life of
_matters are g

bulk very large. ‘What views

v be perhaps Scrlptural but appllcable only to

s article has no intention of attempting to solve
he problems which will arise, he will endeavor to
oint out a few factors which may call for some
hanges in the old approach because of new cond1-

:'?‘freedom ” In the Atlant1c charter the “four free-
;doms” ‘have been stated freedom from want, from
fear, freedom - of religion and freedom of speech.

_traditional view of freedom has been that of the

e Many Christians hold that that is essentlally the

*teenth century liberalism. . ‘The doctrine of laissez

m in economic life. Every man must have

: MARCH 1941

to step 1n and curtail that , reedom in any
‘The: government has no r1ght to expropmate
~ vately -owned publlc utilities which are g1v1ng ‘big.

‘We shall all have to

Therefore we must

‘workers and make big profits for the favored few

‘many new problems is quite certaln “Thus  the ,
,perlod Freedom meant freedom simply for thos

“priate lead, not one which is contlnually harking -
-eventually revolution and then d1ctatorsh1p

forced those on top to seek a- mlhtary thug
~would keep order. This has always been true
English Rebellion; 1643-1649, ‘brought forth Cr
‘well; the French Revolutlon 1789-1798, brougc
k ~forth Napoleon and the German Revolutlon "
As examples of What has been stated above let 4 ine g5 forth chaos an d chaos in turn p :

~us in the post<war world: freedom, private owner- potism.

he post—war world these three
] “to follow the ideas of - mneteenth century Cain
-will the Chms’uan* Church hold with regard to whose motto was “Am T my. brothers keepe
j‘them" Wlll they be thoroughly Scriptural and at
he same time relevant to the situation? Or Wlll
‘commandment that we should love our bre

onditions prevalent in 18507 While the author of
is God’s command therefore we are not fr

_there are many who are not Christians an

That is the state. It may be necessary for the st
to ‘interfere with some people’s freedom in  or:

Flrst of all then let us look at the problem of;d

“of adjusting the relations between the varl‘

- To these statements some Chr1st1ans have taken
_objection, for = they hold that some of these free-
- doms may change the whole idea of freedom. The

right to do anythlng which does not harm another. -
state there is. another which must occupy our at-
'itentlon It is that of “prlvate property
been held: generally ‘as a Christian axiom that pr1
vate property is divinely ordained.. ‘While the pres

5 “meaning of freedom. It is the “freedom” of nine-
held by many today as the. only true type

‘ ""an qualﬁ opportumty, at least formally, to do ex-

e govern “has

dividends to a few share-holders.: That is contr /
to freedom—-of the nineteenth century llberal typ

 Whither has that freedom led us? It has led u
into all types of trouble and distress. It has led to
the growth of mammoth corporatlons and trusts
which squeeze out the little man, underpay the

who or1g1nally “got in on the ground floor.” The
when the lower classes demanded like freedom, -
has brought repress1on and persecution by thos
who had come to the top of the pile. Took for

1914, or in German industry during the

who were in control. In Germany the result

under-dog was bound to assert his freedom

1919, brought forth Hltler Complete fre

‘The Church, therefore must g1ve to the wo
new idea of freedom Too long it has been w1ll

While emphasizing the need for freedom th
must also be brought to the fore the second or

even as ourselves. That is ‘our respons1b1ht

disregard our fellows ‘True freedom can come O
when we obey God’s law. But at the same’

have no care for Christian principles. What

be done in their case? In the realm of Comm
Grace there is. only one body which, can take acti

that the maximum freedom might be given to
The state will then be carrylng out its proper: W

spheres w1th1n its purview.

What is :
Pr1vate Property"

But before we ‘can turn to the questlon of ‘the

It ha

ent author has never seen this v1ew presented cor
vincingly, he. W.ﬂl assume. ‘that it is true. The qu




- Scripture.

tion then arises, however as: to the nature of pr1-~

wf‘lvate property.. The usual 1nterpretat10n is that pri-
- vate property includes ‘personal effects,’ real estate, I

"and such things as bank accounts, stocks and bonds.

" fraud or robbery they are to be regarded as his.

~ Over them he has absolute power and control upon
which no one can 1nfr1nge The idea that the land

“of a nation belongs to the nation as a whole, or
" that the workers in factories who actually make
the money for dividends have some claim upon the
, .property, is regarded as immoral and un—Chrlst1an
~ Private property must be regarded as inviolate. If
- you make a loan to some man who offers his home
‘as’ collateral and he cannot pay, then you have the
'r1ght to foreclose. You may have a dozen other
houses and this may not mean a th1ng, but the
Christian principle of ‘private ‘property’”
_ yours, so you take over and put him out on the

own as a result of your labor and effort and it is
"all yours ' : :

~Wh11e the pr1nc1p1e of pr1vate property may
e been as simple as this at ‘one time, a.change

dend is regularly granted. One may hold that stock

dlv1ded two or three for one, five times. At the
d of the thirty years the dividend is still be1ng
awn at about 5% although on the largely in-
eased stock. The original sum paid out has been

WlShed to sell, could regain not. the original sum
but one Whlch represented anyth1ng up to 1,000%

. fi:quently for long hours and insufficient pay. In the
_ sight of a just God does such an investor have any
moral r1ght to his block of shares? This is espe-

~cially true in the case of public utilities. The pub-
- lic has paid for the services, the company has made
S 1arge profits which have gone to the share-holders.

~ Still the sacred right of “private property” is in-

o voked to protect those who have invested their

= ~ money and drawn their dividends.

. In the face of such a situation, it would seem

- only right that the Christian shibboleth of “pri-

. vate property” be re-examined in the light  of

, Does the Bible really lay such great.
- stress upon the “right of private ownership?” And

if it does, what-does it mean by “private”? Does it

_man can use? It is high time that some real at-
_tention was paid to this matter in order that the
“church might have a truly Christian and at the

- problem.’

Presuming that a man has not obtained these by

says it is .

street. Private property is that which you lawfully‘

as come in many quarters. We have for instance
- the question of the joint-stock company. One buys
a block of stock in" the company for which a divi-

for thirty years during which time it is perhaps-

back three or four times, but the investor still -
ns the stock, still-draws his dividends, and if he "

crease. At the same time, in the same factory
here have been men and women working, fre-

" mean everything ‘a man can get or everything a-

~same time truly up to date answer: to. thlS difficult"

’a‘The Functmn
of the State '

Tnvolved in both the quest1on of freedom and ,
: pr1vate property is that of the functlon of the state.

The old liberal view of the state was that its sole
duty was to act as a policeman, It had to restrain -

active transgression and infringement of the rights
and freedoms of its citizens. This was interpreted

as narrowly as possible. The state was to have
nothing to do with industry, commerce, social
security, etc., but only to act as arbiter when one
individual or one group of individuals illegally or -

forcibly attempted to interfere with the rlghts and -

freedom of another individual or- group. The state

. was to do as little regulating or controlling as pos-

sible. This is a view which is held by a maJorlty
of Christian people today. :

Yet we are told in the. Scriptures that the state“_':

‘has been estabhshed to restrain the effects of sin.:
‘When we remember that there is plenty of soc1a1

and economic sin which is not committed at” the -

point of the gun, the state’s work would seem to
be something more than policing our city streets.
Today there are multifarious conflicts and differ- "
There is industrial

ences within the body politic. :
oppression both on, the part of capital and labor.

There are even conflicts between groupsof labor -
- and between groups. of capitalists.
often due to sin. Should the state have nothing to
say about it? There are such things as monopolies;
cartels, closed shops ad infinitum. Has the state no
right to interfere when they attempt to raise
prices, restrict productlon and the like? There are .
even depressmns which result from over-develop-
of stock, and 'other dishonest

ment, Waterlng
practlces -Has the government no right to inter-

fere to restore economic equilibrium, and to take

care of the victims of such a depressmn" The same

type of questions could be asked in many different

fields of social and economic activity. . But the
above have been asked to make us realize that the =
old attitude towards the state, in fact the attitude

“held by many today, is liable to be away out of}“fik‘

date. iy
What we need is a pr op er 1y and thoroughlvf

Scriptural statement of the work of the state which

can be applied to our scene in our day. This means
that even the views of such an eminent Calvinist :
as Abraham Kuyper may have to be revised. Eco-
nomic social life was not as complicated in his day
as it is in ours. Therefore we must advance beyond

“him, although we will use many of the pr1nc1p1esf :

Whlch he has laid down.

Needed—-—
A Progressive Att1tude

Doubtless many readers will have come’ to the
conclusion by now that the author of this article

is a communist, a fascist, or some other type of
+ “ist.” But that is not the case. He has simply en-
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o deavored to pomt out the need for a re-examina-
tion of our position. While the old formulae may

be all right, they must at least -be applied in a dif-
ferent way. Calvinism, if true to itself, cannot be
“conservative”; it must be “progressive.” It must
- go forward endeavoring to give a Christian inter-
pretation to every new situation that may arise.

True, it holds to the Scriptures as the final author-

ity, yet it must contlnually re-examine its position
to make sure that it is really adhering to Scrip-
tural principles.

If we fail to check and re- check our position
making it applicable to the current situation we
are heading for disaster. It has frequently hap-
pened in history. Time and time again the church,
when it has failed to keep the light of Scripture
shining upon its problems and has trusted in shib-
boleths, has been led into error. Today the same
situation prevails. If we simply repeat the social
. and economic shibboleths of old we shall find that

many- Christians: will be very-much befuddled.

They will have no truly Christian point of view
from which to approach their problems. Conse-
quently they will tend to support anything that
comes along, or will resist even the best attempts
to straighten out our tangles. But what is more,
the church will increasingly lose touch with real-
ity. The result will be as though one talked in
Chaucerian English to the youth of 1943. What
was the basic trouble with the Russian Orthodox

Church. before the Revolution of 1917? Was it not

simply that it had lost all touch with the people?

"It was trying to keep them back in the seventeenth

and eighteenth centuries. Consequently it lost all -

real influence when trouble came and was branded

as a peddler of religious opium. This is the dan-
ger which faces Christianity in the western world,.
unless the true Christian church works hard at the
task of developing a plan of Christian reconstruc- .
tion suitable for our day.

If, however, the Church of Chrlst meets the"

needs which will face us in the near future indeed
which are facing us now, the situation Will be dif--

ferent. There will then be some real principles and
guidance which can be laid before Christians. They
will be shown the Scriptural view of the situation,
and will be given some real indication as to the
way in which it should be met. Shibboleths will
not be enough. People today, especially modern
youth, cannot be satisfied with them. What is-
needed is a real Christian program which is both
Scriptural and modern. If that can be: provided
then the Church has one of the greatest opportum-
ties of its history.

“If it can be provided”—are words which should
not be used. It can be provided, but only by those
who have a truly Christian life and world view,
i.e., Calvinists. Therefore, those who hold to the

Reformed Faith with all their hearts have the God-
given obligation in these days to re-examine the
shibboleths of the days gone by, in order that they
may provide a truly Scriptural and a really mod-
ern receipt for the ills of this old sin- and War-torn :

world. '
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~den, to sit through moments of “stony griefs”

. Life Without Father

L HEN sorrow comes like a swift cloud to
o (ZQ) blot out the face of the sun, it is not one’s

' desire to hang the heart’s harp on the
: willows for the eyes of any wayfarer to
-see. Yet that harp does hang in the willows, and

many and varied are the ways of its strings. As

: " it was with the mourners for Zion, so it is with the
 soul that knows grief. None but the lonely heart
“can understand the contending feelings of one who

is the last leaf on the family tree. There is no
thought of self-pity, no display of sentimentality,
no utterance of despair. There are only the deep-
-est thoughts and emotions like the sounds from

. ‘,the willows when the varying winds stroke the

sensitive strings. There are recurrent chords and

. discords, janglings and harmonies with something

- of pain, and something of regret -and somethmg of

" consolation.

How sudden the transition is from life with
‘Father to life without him! The latter can be
‘understood only in the light of the former. In that
full understanding there lie both sorrow and com-

" fort, but more of the latter. When Clarence Day

k ‘thought of his father, he wrote a great, and humor-
" ous, and serious book as it can be written of many

- who have ceased to be on this earth. A greater

“classic still could and should be written about a

* father who knew the road of pilgrimage and prog-

- ress as Bunyan’s Christian knew it. Like Herman
. Melville one should cry out for a condor’s quill
-~ with Mount Vesuvius for an inkwell, like Clarence
‘Day one should have clarity of insight into things

. ~human and earthly, and like John Bunyan one

should be illumined by the Spirit of grace and
g truth

Life without Father means Just that, although it
" means much more. But it does mean that."

One
“would be made of brass not to feel the loss. Is it
nothing to be bowed under the weight of the bur-
and
other moments of magnified and gnawing “iffs,”
and to recall one by one of those things that are no
more? I am one to defend the poet laureate, Al-
- fred Tennyson, against the charge of sentunental-
~ ity. One who has wandered four times at the edge

of the valley of the shadow is bound to be preju-
diced in the poet’s favor. When these four times

. the farewells have been said, one can understand
. the poignant grief of the laureate when he sings:

“But O for the touch of a vanish’d hand,

And the sound of a voice that is still!”
"One tan understand the sorrows of the saints who
like the Psalmist cry out: “Deep calleth unto deep
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Klaus Harmsen

at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and
thy billows have gone over me.” One can grasp
the lamentations of Job and his true evaluation:
“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle.”
#* C ok
sk

But life without Father also and deﬁmtely means

‘hfe with Father. There lies all the glory. Pleasant

are the memories of the years so full and at times:
so lean. Yet they were always full of those things
one buys without money and without price. o
Life with Father means life with Mother and the
rest of the family. How they come back again,
those forms gone so long and lost awhile! We were

- all pilgrims, and all our yesterdays were rooted in

the Netherlands. Father came to America first, and
Mother followed with the children. Torn between
the anticipation of reunion in the new land and the -

-anguish of separation from the old, she came to

make with Father a home for us children. The

‘years healed the selves that were torn, but these

selves thought often of the homeland in Whose s011
there were three little mounds.

From the day Father shaved off his goatee be—
cause the Americans baa’d him so much, he looked .
younger; in fact t111 the day of his death he never
looked old.

Many factors contributed toward making the
lean years full. Strangers in a strange land, when

they are Christians, long for the fellowship of the =
saints. I have heard Father say often that on Mon-

day mornings he thirsted for the next Lord’s Day.
And when he met a saint on the streets, he would
often think, “There’s another of the glorlous com-
pany.” . ;

Then there was the home life not hurried and dis-
jointed as today. Many an evening was spent read-
ing with tea at nine o’clock and a delightful nap at

“ the coal stove before retiring.

Then there was the love of song. In his early
married life Father had sung. solos, and for years
he belonged to some choral soc1ety As he con-
fessed he sang to himself often even when in mis-
ery. That may not be a peculiar gift. It should not
be to the child of God who can sing songs in the
night. Klaus remembers those Sunday afternoons
when in the gloaming we sang those hymns and
Psalms which delight the heart.

There was also in Father an all—pervadlng sense.‘

of humor and cheer which leveled the hills and L
raised the valleys of the trying years. That humor =
was rooted in seriousness, in a faith which noth-
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- father knows.
bring our fathers into the stream of our desires.

. THE CALVIN FORUM * * *

ing could shake It helped h1m in his perso nal
trials; it strengthened us when' sufferings came,

* and the Reaper sharpened his scythe.

%k Ed
%

' There came the time, after the family had moved
to a larger city to improve our lot, when the old-
est son was called home. Then Father and Mother

- leaned heavily on the eighth chapter of Romans,

and Father cheered us on to climb the next hills.
There came the day when another son, one of the
two remaining children, after years of preparation
and less than two years in the ministry was sum-

- moned from his flock to greener pastures. It was

the time of summer when much of the harvest is
gathered in. After the tolling of the bell in the

church steeple and the last sad procession to God’s

acre, my Father amazed us by saying, “This has

- been one of the most wonderful days of my life.”

That was Father. With a sword in his side he could
still sing of the hart that panteth after the water

* brooks and of the soul’s rest in God.

A little more than a year later the floods de—
scended again when Mother rested from her labors
which so surely followed her.
mounds now, but Father looked beyond them and
beyond the white peaks of the everlasting hills and

- saw the Lord. No one close to him could do any-
. thing else.

" Thus the greying years tinted with g10r1es flew

. on. And Father walked alone and not alone, cheer-
- ing whatever circle he was in with homespun

humor and with evidence of faith that seeks a far
country. : r
- Were there no imperfections in him? Indeed

there were as every child who tries to bring up
We children reach out in vain to

But their habits have worn deep grooves, and in
those grooves they wear the clothes they wear, and

. say the things they say, and do the things they do

May our. efforts be spared regrets!

Co% *
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Tlere were six

This - last Christmas Sunday - Father enjoyed
church immensely. By request the congregation .
sang a Dutch psalm, and how he enjoyed that! And
the choir sang, “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming.”
After the service he told us how he loved that song
and added, “Ik heb mee gezongen.” We did not
remind him of what those in the pew might have
thought. It was enough that he had sung one of"
the songs that had cheered his yesterdays in the
old country.

Several weeks later death swung wide the gates‘
for him. His passing was sudden, too sudden for us,
not too sudden for him., ~

We are left with memories which ease the pangs -

There was nothing dramatic about his going. Sick- '

ness unto sudden death seldom has anything of
the dramatic in it. But we can imagine him’pass- .

ing over the last hill with a wave of the hand ‘

which is both farewell and greeting. S

Life with and without Father means life ‘with
one’s nearest and with friends. How ready these
have been to grasp the meaning of sympathy as a

suffering along with! The last leaf is not the last

in the.garden of life with so many good trees. . =
Life with and without Father means life with

God. What backgrounds He furnishes to our pil- =

grimage! Christian parents, and homes, and
friends, His Church, and the Kingdom that is eter-
nal. And above and around and beyond all these

. stands God Himself who bends low when the heart ;‘i;

finds voice: “Out of the depths have I cried unto, i
thee, O Lord ” :

%

This it is that sustains us when sunsets do"not :

seem the same, and the bright stars look a little

colder, and the sands of the beach run 1d1y through &
our ﬁngers

This it is that sustains us. : ,

Place the white plumes on the horses, and glve i
me the trumpet that I may sound. For is it not true =
of every saint as it was of Valiant-for-truth: “So
he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for, b
him on the other side.”

)
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L relatlons

- from disaster.

"The Quest for Security -

: (¢ HE‘ world owes me a living!” The atti-
tude expressed by this statement is

justly condemned by men who criticize

labor’s overemphasis on security and -

labor’s recent struggle for advantage in economic
It is an attitude, however, that charac-
izes other groups than that of our laborers. Dur-
the thirties especially the psychology of pro-

o protective devices and measures of all kinds.

- Professional men who had unwisely risked their
' sav1ngs in highly speculative securities, turned to
life insurance, and particularly to annuities. Plans
for making one’s income- secure throughout one’s
~entire life and that of one’s family for the next

_ generation attracted money that had previously
-~ been poured into new enterprises. When the going

became too difficult and the future of banking
rather uncertain, bankers welcomed and implored

i the assistance of the Reconstruction Finance Cor-

- poration. Business men also when it seemed that
the ship of business was about to founder, grasped
for any available life line that might save them
o Farmers called for moratoriums

from debt and for protection against falling agri-
cultural prices. Laborers, for the moment forget-
- ting the amount of their income, longed only for

" some kind of employment and above all for secur-

ity against unemployment and all the ills that came
~with it

, Economists, caught in the panic and
swayed by the psychology of the times, thought
“and wrote as if the end of an expanding economic

" world had been reached, and that as a consequence

 protective government devices must be used to
 support the economic and social order. All of this
- contributed to a feeling of helplessness, of insecur-
ity and of hesitation.

-~ Was there no longer a future for our economy
“'or for that of the rest of the world? Were there
no new frontiers to explore? We must have known

-+ during the thirties, as we know beyond the shadow

of a doubt now, that the trouble did not lie in the
niggardliness of nature. Nature gives little unless
‘men work for it. But nature has responded most
remarkably to our efforts. Germany’s production
‘during the “terrible thirties” was greater than we
believed her natural resources would permit. Our
- ‘productive achievements in the last three years, if
- they have not yet confounded our enemies, have
~certainly surprised us. In spite of the almost in-
comprehensible quantities of war supplies already
produced, our stockpiles of raw materials are today
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on spread rapidly and men turned their minds.

Henry J. Ryskamp

. Calvin College

Grand Rapids, Mich.

encouragingly large. Our available mineral sup-
plies are great enough to permit a continuance of
amazing production of peace time goods once the .
war ends. Our factory capacity has been greatly
increased during the war, our labor force is the
largest ever and ready to work on consumers’
goods. The desire for these goods, if not counter-
acted by other desires or fears, is certainly present.
The need for large quantities of goods in other
parts of the world will be greatel than-ever before

“in human history.

* #

*

‘Why our fears, therefore? If there are no new

-geographic frontiers to explore, or fiew geographic

areas to exploit, science is opening new frontiers -
for us right at home. There are new opportunities
in agriculture which, when they have been real-
ized, will make p0551b1e the support of a larger
population than men ever thought the world could
hold. Our inventors have explored new frontiers
in communication that only await the post-war -
period to be revealed. Besides these there are
amazing new frontiers in the use of raw materials,
and startling new frontiers in the field. of rapid.
transportation, on land, on the sea, and in the air.
The future, after the war, can be a thrilling one 1f
we will but learn how to approach it. \

If, after this war, men look only for security, as

‘business men have for decades behind the protect-

ing walls of a high tariff, or in legislation against
the competition of goods from other states in the
union; if those who had already gained monopoly
power before the war seek again to entrench them-

'selves in their earlier positions, with perhaps the
bulk of the factories now owned by the govern- =

ment as their booty; if labor seeks only the secur-
ity of a high wage and union domination of the
wage contract, and not the adventure of hard work
with honest reward earned in the sweat of the
brow; if those who have the billions in savings ac-
counts, which even now are idle and not invested -
in bonds dare only, as the person with one talent

in the parable of the talents, to hoard this money =

and not to use it; if farmers seek only to cash in on
the strength they can exert as one strong bloc in
congress; if after the war we do little else than to
look out for ourselves, and to protect ourselves
from each other, the future will be as mad and de-
structive as the present. )

The mandate, “Replenish the earth, and subdue
it,” has today a richness of meaning and of reward
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’ ,suchés""'meh could hardly' have realized before. To
grasp its meaning they will have to realize their

organic relation to, and dependence upon, each
other, and their utter dependence upon their God.

"Only on the basis of such understanding can they

make sufficient use of their individual abilities and
of their basic institutions as to make the future
one of adventure and of abundance for all.
; ) * *

*

In time of war, and especially in the case of war
against totalitarian powers, the state necessarily
becomes the agency through which our individual
and collective efforts are directed against the foe.
In time of peace the state must protect the indi-

* vidual against the evil designs and malpractices of

his neighbor, and prevent the progressive exploita-
tion and use of the earth’s resources by all from
being frustrated by the selfish action of the few.
It must provide the framework of just relations
W1th1n which men can carry on their endeavors.
And it must make secure arrangements whereby

| Open Letter
On Am1llenn1al1sm

the fru1ts of these endeavors W111 go to all who are
willing to engage in them. ,

To expect from the state a securlty Whlch one
has not earned or is not willing to earn for one-
self is “to misunderstand its function. For men
generally to expect security from the state with-

out having worked to achieve it themselves is to.

expect the impossible. For some to” expect it with-
out active participation at the expense of others is

* injustice. Indeed, to expect to live in security ,
either at the expense of the state or on the selfish . -

use of possessions, whether earned or unearned, is
to live in a fool’s paradise. Not only the adventure
but all achievement will soon depart from it.

The command to develop all our resources comes
to us today with new force, not just as individuals

but also as nations. To seek to save our individual -

and national lives will mean only that we shall

lose them. Accepting the mandate will mean more =

than the fulfillment of our obligations, it will mean
restoring the thrill of real adventure and achleve—x« By
ment to life. o

Albertus Pie‘t'e‘r’SZ‘ .

‘Mr. R. J. Reid,

11 Henderson St.,
FPassaic, New Jersey.

Dear brother Reid: —
@N THE 9th of September I wrote to you,

thanking you for a copy of your “REMARKS
ON AMILLENNIALISM,” which you kindly
sent me, and promlslng to write again after

- “having studied it. This letter is in accordance with

that promise.
In general, I like your discussion very much. It
seems to me fairer and in better spirit than much

S that I have read.

It is largely a criticism of the views and argu-
ments of Mr. Philip Mauro, and from that point of
view I shall make no reply to it, but leave Mr. Mauro
to defend his own case. Often I disagree with his
ideas and his' interpretation of scripture, although
I am with him on the main issue. From p. 87 of
your pamphlet on to the end I am in agreement
with you. -

You seem to think that since Mr Mauro was
once a dlspensatlonahst, he should at least be

‘milder now in his opposition, and less certain of him-

self; but that is not the way of converts from one
system . to another. They always react violently
against their former conv1ct10ns Con51der St. Paul
and Luther.
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~ St. Augustine had the same experience as M

. Conversions from ohe side of the mlllenmal con- ’,
troversy to. the other are taking place all the ‘tim

Mauro. So did the great Scotch theologian, Patri
Fairbairn. In his early ministry. he lectured on the'qu
Prophetic Future of the Jews, quite along the pre-
millennial line, but when he wrote his great works
on prophecy he was in the opposite camp. I had the

pleasure, some years ago, of editing both his discus-
- sions in one book, entitled:

bairn.” Premlllenarlans have written how well sat-

isfied they were with the first lecture, considering it~ -
unanswerable, and others are sure that the pos1t10n*i
of the second lecture is impregnable. R

I will now take up certain points in your dis‘cus— 4
sion, numbering my paragraphs, so as to facilitate
your referring to them, in case you wish to er‘@ SR

I shall name a number of learned works freely, since - :

they are accessible to you. If you do not have them
at hand in your own library, you will find them in
the libraries of New Brunswick Theological Semi-

‘nary and Princeton Theological Seminary, not far

away. These libraries are open to students, and the
librarians will assist you in finding the references
I. The Views of Daniel Whitby. :

On your first page, it seems to me that your state- f
ment of Whitby’s views is in error. You say that

postmillennialism, as defined by him, holds that the k
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- have sympathized with either.”

coming’ of Christ takes place in any spiritual or

~providential circumstance, or at an individual’s
- death. Such views constitute a denial of the real

personal Second Advent of our Lord as professed

by the church universal. No-doubt there are some

people who teach in this way, but I think Whitby
did not. I have just re-examined his “Treatise on

" the True View of the Millennium,” with this point

in mind, and it seems to me he fully accepts and

" teaches the reality of the Second Advent. If you

:‘ . can refer me to any passage in which are found the
. view you attribute to him, please do so.:

Whether Whitby taught thus or not, this is not
' postmillennialism, and the great postmillennial
theologians of our country, like Charles Hodge, did
not so teach. No one can be either a postmillenarian
~or a premillenarian who does not believe in the
reality of the Second Advent, for one party locates
the return before and the other after such a period.
If there be no return, both systems fall away. Such
a man might conceivably be an amillenarian, but
as a matter of fact we amillenarians for the most
‘part also hold fast the church doctrine of the Second
Advent

II. . Pope Damasus.
I was much interested in what you say about

,’ ‘ Pope Damasus, for in all my reading on the millen-
nial question I had never run across his name be-

 fore. I have looked him up and find brief refer-

ences to him in the Catholic Encyclopaedia and in

- Hefele’s History of the Councils, but I find no men-
tion of any anti-chiliastic activity of his. I shall be

" very thankful if you will let me know from what
" historical authorities your remarks about him are -

" taken. T am sure, however, that you exaggerate his

. influence in the defeat of m1llenn1al1sm in the early

church Harnack says (History of Dogma, Vol. II,
~ p. 299) that chiliasm was almost completely ousted
in the East in the course of the third century, which
15 100 years before the time of Damasus. So far as
- the West is concerned, Dr. Schaff says of it and
Montanism: “The Roman Church seems never to
(History of the
Christian Church, Vol. II, p. 618.)
. If the system was ousted in the East in the th1rd
century, and if the West never sympathized with it,
how can it be that the defeat of chiliasm owes so
much to Pope Damasus (who became Pope in 366)
85 you say? :
III. The Prevalence of lelenmalzsm in the Early
Church.

_ You quote, on p. 63-67, various statements by
~men whom you consider reliable, to the effect that
the early church generally held the millenarian doc-
trine, saying that “Amillenarianism was the rnod-
ernism of the fourth century,” etc.

I am not surprised at these statements. They are
found in almost any book on your side of the dis-
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cussion, and this has long been ‘'so. Whitby com-
pla1ned of such baseless assertions a hundred and
fifty years ago, and refuted them well, as has been
done frequently since, but the refutatlon makes no-
impression. They are copied faithfully by one pre-
millenarian from another, without personal investi-
gatlon o

Yet these statements are quite incorrect.

Wishing to know for myself how much truth there
was in such claims, I made a careful investigation,
five years ago, of the teachings of thé first group of
Church Fathers, the so-called “Apostolic Fathers,” .
ending with the year 150 A.D. The Results were
published in Tue Carvin Forum for August and
September, 1938, and may be found, I think, in the -
libraries mentioned. '

My summing up was as follows:

“Here ends our study of the Apostolic Fathers
- reaching the conclusion that in the literature
_of this period references to the Second Advent
of Christ are exceptional, and those to the mil--
lennium very rare. We have here examined
the writings of nine distinct authors, and have
found only two of them voicing such an expec--
tation. The separate documents, still extant, are
fifteen, with chiliasm traceable in only one of
them. There may, of course, have been at that
time much chiliasm of which no trace remains.
No one can say anything about that one way or
~another; but so far as the available evidence
goes, there is no ground for the assertion that -
millennialism was prevalent in the early church
during the sub-apostolic period, ending with the
year 150 A.D. Not only was there very little of
it, so far as the literature indicates, but what -
little there was can be traced very deﬁnitely to
non-Christian Jewish apocalyptic sources.” .
Let this be my reply to the quotation from Chil-
lingworth, which you g1ve on p. 66. That s1mp1y is
not true. e
To support what I said above about_ the early‘
chiliasm being taken; not from the Holy Scriptures
but from non- “Christian Jewish apocalyptic sources,
consider the following well known quotation from
Papias, who may be called the fountain head of it.
Irenaeus, Adv. Her. Book V., Chapter 33.

“The elders who saw John, the disciple of the -
Lord, related that they had heard from him how
the Lord used to teach in regard to these times
and say: ‘The days will come in which vines
shall grow, each having 10,000 branches, and
in each branch 10,000 twigs, and in each twig °
10,000 shoots, and in each shoot 10,000 clusters,
and on every one of the clusters 10,000 grapes,
and every grape, when pressed, will give
' twenty metretes (225 gallons) of wine, etc., ete.
. And these th1ngs are borne W1tness to in
wr1t1ng by Papias.” :

Now these ideas are taken directly,~ not frorn any
scriptural source, but from the apocalyptic books:
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the Apocalypse of Baruch and the Book of Enoch.

You will find them in J. E. H. Thomson: “Books
Which Influenced Our Lord and His Apostles,” p.

220, and R. H. Charles: “Book of Enoch,” p. 76.

I have not yet found time to make a similar care-
ful study of the literature of the second period, from
150 A.D. to about 250 A.D., but I know that millen-
nialism is much more promment during that period.
At this time wrote Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Ter-
tullian, who were true chiliasts, although at that
time also the scholars locate Caius, who opposed it.
At that time arose the millennialist Montanist move-
ment, but this was rejected by the church at large.
Tertullian was a Montanist.

. The prominence of chiliasm in these writings,

however, by no means proves that it was then the
universal faith of Christians. Justin Martyr’s testi-

~ mony to the contrary is decisive at this point. .

You quote him on p. 65, and it is correct, so far as
it goes. The same quotation. is thus translated in the
Ante Nicene Fathers, Vol. I, p. 239:

- “But I, and others, who are r1ght-m1nded Chris-
‘tians on all points, are assured that there will
- be a resurrection of the dead and a thousand
years in Jerusalem, which will then be re-built,
adorned and enlarged, as the prophets Ezekiel

+ and Isaiah and others declare.”-

This is substantially as you have it. Thus your
quotation from Justin is correct, but it is not com-
plete, and because of its incompleteness it gives a
false impression. Justln sa1d also, 1n the same dis-

! cussion:
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T 51gniﬁed to you that many who belong to
the pure and pious faith, and are true Chris-
tians, think otherwise.” -

' Here Justin tells us definitely that his millennial

- convictions were not shared by all true Christians
“of “the pure and pious faith.”

- This admission by Justin is a thorn in the side of
the millenarians. Some, like you, omit it altogether;

. ~some, like Dr. Gaebelein, in “The Hope of the Ages,”
. p. 123, garble it inexcusably; still others, like J oseph

Mede, boldly amend the text by inserting a “not,”

making it read “many who are not of the pure and
- pious faith,” etc.; but all this is intolerable from the

‘stand-point' of honest scholarship. It must be a bad

_case that requires a man to falsify the evidence.

Justin seems to distinguish between two classes

of good Christians, those who agreed with him and

those who did not. The latter he calls, in your trans-
lation, “orthodox.” We shall have to excuse that in
Justin. We all feel that those who agree with us
are a bit more orthodox than those who disagree;
but this does not dim his admission that those who
disagreed were “of the pure and pious faith.” This
definitely disposes of the idea that millennialism
was then the universal faith of Christians. Whether
it was ever the general faith, in the sense of being
held by a majority, Justin does not say and we do
not know. Probably he did not know, either.
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The next period is from 250 A:D. to 325 A.D., and
here the opposition is strong. Here we have the
great theologians Origen and Dionysius the Great, -
both of Alexandria, who opposed and denounced '
chiliasm. By all means read the interesting account
by the latter, of his discussion with the followers of

-Nepos, in the Ante Nicene Fathers, Vol. VI, p. 81. It

makes it quite clear that millennialism was then
held, in Egypt, by only a small group. It is clear,

also, that it then produced the same lamentable re-
sults that it does today, for Dionysius says: “It -

caused such division that schisms and apostasies took -

place in whole churches.” This made it his busi-
ness, as a theological professor, to oppose it, just as -
the same experience has driven me into the field = =

against it here in Michigan.

So far as I have been able tost’udy the sﬁbjéct,?
the following summary from the great church his-
torian Neander (a converted Jew) is correct:

“What we have just said, however, must not be -
so understood as if chiliasm had ever formed -
a part of the general creed of the church. Our
sources of information from different parts of
the church in those early times are too scanty

to enable us to say anything on this‘point with :

certainty and positiveness. Wherever we meet
with chiliasm, in Papias, Justin Martyr, Iren-

aeus, Tertullian, Methodius and Lactantius, it
was diffused from one country and from a single

fountain head.” (Church History, Vol. I, p. 65.) |
IV. The Effect of Constantine’s Accession on the e
Prevalence of Millennialism. ,

On p. 71 you quote from Dr. Haldeman the fol-[
lowing statement: i

“Every historian is agreed that the union Of" ;

Church and State, the patronage of the Church i "

by the world—was the turning- pomt in the hlS-‘

tory of the Millennial doctrine.”

-1 do not know what historians Dr. Haldeman had;’ ,

in mind, but against his “Every historian” I need

only to refer you again to the remark of. Harnack, e
quoted under II in this letter, that chiliasm was al- - -
most completely ousted in the East in the third cen-

tury, which was before Constantine came into power.

Your remark about amillennialism being the mod-
ernism of the fourth century falls to the ground also

in view of this fact. Ditto with your quotation from

a Roman Catholic authority (p. 64) to the effect that

relief from persecution and the increasing worldli-

ness of the church after the accession of Constantine =

were responsible for the collapse of millennialism.

That collapse was brought about by the opposition
of Origen and Dionysius, during the martyr period.
Whether the effect of worldliness is really to turn
men from millennialism I do not know. Its greatest
growth in our own country has been during the last

100 years, which is also the perlod of great est :

wealth and worldhness
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V. The Views of Eusebius.

I am amazed to read, on p. 65:
“Kusebius, an ant1—m111enar1an
History says that most ecclesiastics of his day
were millenarians.”

This. appears to be taken from Dr. Haldeman but

I am afraid it shows that the good doctor was rather

weak on patristics. At any rate, I have never found

any such statement in Eusebius.. If you can tell me

: ~ where it is'to be found, please do so, and I will look

it up.

What I do ﬁnd in him is this;

of Papias:

- “It was due to him that so many of the Church
Fathers after him adopted a like opinion (about
the millennium) urging in their own support
the antiquity of the man; as for instance Iren-

~aeus and any one else that may have pro-
claimed similar views.’

' This is the nearest I can find to such a statement
"as Dr. Haldeman makes, but to say “many” is-a long
- way from saying “most.” It is true that there are
now many millenarian ministers in our country, but
- you know yourself how false it would be to say that
most of them are.

in his discussion

VI. The Vatzdzty of the Premillenarian Appeal to
the Early Church.

You make a good deal of the appeal to the faith

" of the early church, as - most millenarian writers do,

but I am convinced that this appeal has no validity,
because B

1) There is no evidence, as already shown that
- this was ever the faith of a maJorlty of Christian

' behevers

- (2) The millennial 1deas of that tlme were so
far from those now held by you and others that it

in his Church -

is not. fa1r to quote in your support Whatever m11-
lennial sentiment did exist in the early church.

I grant that on one point what they taught and
what you teach coincide, namely, that the earthly

millennium will be after the -Second Advent; but

this agreement must be weighed along W1th the fol— ‘
lowing disagreements:

a. The very carnal notions of the m111enn1um
then held, as shown in the passage already quoted
from Paplas No millenarian now expects anything
like that. ‘

b. The expectation that the Jews will return to
Palestine and will play a prominent part in the mil-
lennial age is entirely absent from early chiliasm.

c. Ditto with the denial that the Christian Church

is a continuation of Israel and heir to the promises

God made to that people. Such denial is a corner-

stone of present day dlspensatlonallsm but would

have been repudiated by Justln and his associates
as Judaizing heresy. :
d. Ditto with the entire “Postponement”‘ nd
“Parenthesis” theory.
e. Ditto with the strange prop051t10n that the

‘Church Age was hidden from -the view of the

prophets. All of the early literature, including the
writings of the millennial leaders, is Vocal with the
contrary conviction. '
f. Ditto, finally, with the 1dea that the sacrlﬁces '
will some day be restored.
Thus the sum total of disagreement far outweighs
the agreement, and is so great that the less said the

better about getting support for present day dis-

pensational millennialism from the faith of the early
church. What you present is no better than a cari--

‘cature of what Justin and Irenaeus believed.

With your permission I sha11 finish this letter 1n',
the following issue. '
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From Our Correspondents

, THE JACKSON REGIONAL CALVINISTIC
- CONFERENCE

MPELLED by a full-hearted spirit to the glory of God and
I defined by the theme “The Challenge of Calvinism In Our
“=. Day”, the first regional Calv1n1st1c Conference in this coun-
“try, sponsored by Belhaven - College -and” the Presbyterian
Churches of J ackson, Mississippi, stimulated an attentive: and
responsive audience of app1ox1mate1y 800 laymen and ‘ministers
attending parts or all of its sessions with a clear and unwaver-
ing call to the application-of the fundamental principles of the

Calv1n1st1c conception of the Word of God, the .only infallible -

“ ) ,rule of faith and practise, in all problems ‘of .the daily walk

e of ‘Christian llfe, throughout a program of “sermons, addresses,
and discussions’ during February 20 and 21.

< " 'The leading ‘speakers of the Conference were the Reverend

'Doctorv Clarence Bouma, Jacob T. Hoogstra, Edward Riamn,

“and ‘William Childs Robinson, who. ably defined, defended, and

fl :."apphed the Calv1n1st1c premises in popular terms with con--

taglous conv1ct1on, stressing the relationship of Calvinism, as
Looan expresslon of ‘Biblical truth for the ‘individual believer, in
“the"lome;  church; and society, under the partlcular heads of

; )§ h ‘Ethi 0 it Evan—
Biblical : Interpretation, Christian 1cs, ecumenicity, . sented the oecumenical views of ‘Calvinism in an addres

,gellsm, Missions, and: Education.
- As a prelude of the Conference program, the guest speakers
Lo preached from the pulpits of the J ackson Presbyterlan Churches
" on ‘Sunday molnmg, February 20:

P fkerend J. Moody - McDill,  pastor of - the Fondren Presbyterian

‘of ‘the Conference,. presiding. ~
‘D.D., president of Belhaven College and a' member - of the
executive commlttee in charge of arrangements, conducted the
“devotional. . .
“.“The Reverend Jacob T. Hoogstra, ThD Pres1dent of the
TFirst Natlonal Calvinistic Conference and. pastor in the Chris-
tian Reformed Chuich of Holland ‘Michigan; briefly ‘outlined
i+ the -development of the National Calvm1st1c Conference, and
B rought greetings from the National group.  Professor William

,'Congles‘s at Whlch he represented. the Presbyterian Church,

inatlonal Calvinistic Congress and brought greetings from the
mtelnatlonal body.. These greetlngs were accepted by a stand-
mg vote of appreclatlon. )
L+ 'The major address of the afternoon on “Calvmlsm and The
'*_B1ble” was brought by the Reverend Edward R1an, D.D., Presi-
jdent of the Board of Trustees of Westminster Theologlcal
.. Semihary and Pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of
a i Phlladelphla, Pennsylvania. Emphasizing ‘the. relationship
between the Calvinistic doctrine of the Sovereignty of God and
-~ faith in the Bible as God’s infallible Word, Dr. Rian pointed
_~out the undermining of these principles that has taken place
through Modernism and such approaches to -theology. as that
of the system of Karl Barth,. of Buchman, or of Mary Baker
Eddy, and called attention to the Scrlptural prmclples of the
1nterp1etatlon of Secripture.

-, The Reverend Girard Lowe, D. D “ past01 of the Jackson Flrst
Presbyterian Chureh and ‘member of the executive committee

. in charge of finances, presided at the evening mieeting, a union -
‘v iservice of the local Presbyterian churches meeting with the

Confe'r‘ence members. The Reverend Clarence Bouma, ThD
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. Presbyterian Church, Greenwood, Mississippi, -conducted . the'“
“opening- devotional of the second day from :Psalm 145 o

'pr1nc1ples of Calvinism ‘on the basis of- God’s Soverelgnty froi

‘standards, and related the Calvinistic ethics to practical” PT

_~ tion, conformity,’ cooperat1on, and union amohg the’ denomlna
The afternoon program of Febluary 20 opened w1th the Rev- :

~ Church of Jackson, and chairman of the executive committee.
The Reverend G. T. Gillespie,

. leading the discussion on “Calvinism, and Evangehsm,” ‘stre
‘the 1mportance of the whole counsel of ‘God in the evang

; : Childs Roblnson, Commissioner - of the Edinburgh Calvinistic:

i 5 8 . Calvinism ‘could do and what it would do..
= 1. 8., and professor in Columbia Theological Seminary at De-
: ‘catur, Georgla, briefly outlined thé development of the inter-, .
‘Reverend R. E. Hough, D.D., the pastor and member of th
. executive committee in charge of publicity, presided. The Min

President of the Second Natlonal Calv1n1st1c Conference, Editor:
of THE CALVIN ForuM, and professor in- Calvin Semi_naryﬂof'
the Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan,
preached upon the subject, “One Holy Passion.” Dr. Bouma "/
pointed out that man is filled with a passion to glve himself .- ,
completely to someone, and that. totalitarianism: has utilized =
this fact. To counter the evil, renewed emphasis must-be made . -
to bririg men to submit themselves fully to the Soverelgn God fog
in one holy passion, SN

The morning -and  afteinoon sessions of the Conference on'j
Monday,  February 21, were held in the Chapel at Belhavef
College, Dr. G. T, Gillespie pres1d1ng. .

The Reverend. John ' B. Dickson, - pastor of the Greenwoodvﬁ

- Each of the morning addresses was followed by a short perioc
of discussion. = Dr.:Clarence Bouma, speaking upon the subject
“Calvinism and Christian Ethics”, distinguished- the ~ethical.

the shifting grounds of morality presented: ‘by other’ eth1ca
lems of the present day. Dr. William C. Roblnson then’

“Calvinism. ‘and World Church Fellowship,” in. Wh1ch he de-:
fined ‘the relationship of ‘the multiformity of the Church to” 1t ;
spiritual unity, and ‘elaborated “upon the grounds for’” separa

tions: of the visible Church.

The afternioon program gave more emphas1s to dlscu8s10n th
speakers limiting themselves to short introductory: talks
the subjects assigned.  Dr. Edward . Rlan, the: first. speak

message, and indicated the applicability of such Calvinistie.doc
trines as election” and p1edest1natlon to the. evangehstlc appeal
showmg that the frequiency of omission of* these’ themes in '
cent years had permitted: Arminian emphases to creep into:the
evangelistic' message.  Dr. Jacob T. Hoogstra: next: Jed” the dis
cussion on “Calvinism and Missions”, pointing out What Cal
vinism had done in the field of Missions, and suggestmg Wha

The Conférence adJourned to the Central Presbyterlan Churchy
of Jackson for the remainder of the program, at which the

1ste11a1 Association of Jackson were special guests: at. & ‘dinne
in the Church; wheére Dr. Clarence Bouma spoke upon the sub .
jeet, “The Outlook for Protestantism in Europe”, pointing out
that the strongest and noblest elements of Calvinism had’ hee
refined in the furnace of affliction, and predicting the- accoms-,
phshment of -the defeat of totalitarianism through these: elex
ments submissive to the. will of God. The dinner closed w1th,:,
united prayer for the suffering brethren in Europe.

Dr. William Childs Robinson ably presented the final addressk <
of the Conference, speaking .on “Calvinism and Education .
Pointing out the dangerous tendencies in educational ph1loSoph'y 5
that is prevailingly -man-centered 'rather ‘than - God=centefe
today, Dr. Robinson indicated how these theories of educatlonl
were already clearly evidencing their failure and were: charges
able with 'responsibility in the present world debacle; he then
issued a clarion call to the Church to return to a God-céentered =
emphasis. on more Bible tralnlng from . earllest chlldhoodv e
throughout life. '




her ‘advaiice’ of ‘Calvinism.” The report of the Committee
eso]utlons, composed of D1 G T Glllesple, the Reverend

te ian Church of J ackson, was unanlmously adopted and is
follows :

LAy members of" the Reglonal Calv1n1st1c Conference held at
Jackson,: MlSSlSSlppl, February 20 and" 21 1944 “we hereby
tecord:

i:Our appreclatlon of the splendld program and the fellow—
sh1p which we have enjoyed for:these two days. .- :

. Conference Committee for their cooperation in plomotlngi
~this reglonal ‘meeting, and our ‘hope. that other meetings
of.this ‘type ‘may be promoted: throughout ‘the United
‘Stategand ‘as opportunlty offers in -other nations. = -’

:We extend our thanks to the distinguished leaders who

the great basic principles of ‘Calvinism and of our Chris-

Jacob 'T.: Hoogstra, Th.D., Rev. Edwin H. Rlan, DD
| Rev. William ‘Childs Roblnson, D.

ho S pltahty extended

to. hwe istened at this conference, that Cal-

stantism and to the whole. Chris-

‘gmon constitute o challenge to the churches of the Pres-

W . r mlmsters and laymen 2 Te-
tnewal of emphasis-on-the study of the great Calvinistic
literature “of. ‘both the past and the present, and: more
systemtatllc and thorough presentatlon of ‘these great fun-
ntal

church :
We at overtures be sent to the Montreat Pro-
gran Com ittee ‘and to-the Belhaven Summer Conifer-
‘erice Program’ Committee Fequesting that a series of ad-
dresses on. Calvmlsm be: 1ncluded from ‘time to tnne ‘in

Lou1sv1lle, Ky,
January 29 1944

HE World 1s not spelled W-o-o-s-t—e-r W1th that

er att dlng the Conference—w1th~the—long-name Whatever
“eome out of thls conference I. should at once ‘mention what
g ctually experlenced there,
stian ‘Commumty The name of the Conference was ‘Stu-
dent Pla/nnmg Conference.on the World Mission” of the Church.

rlcan as, many of the M1ch1gan Dutch) could not but 1m-

d;ﬁ 20 other countrles

: ";ﬁhad found ‘there,

o the theme, and of ‘the theme to’ the‘ :

. presslve which they will chleﬂy be trying to re-create.:
~'sence of delegates from' the’ strlctly Evangellcal bodles and
,,schools was to. 'me a matter oft regret
We extend sincere thanks to the Amerlcan Calvinistic
“might have taken 1in.

. some of us.

cgreat personal gacrifice” have attended this confer- .
nee and have’ presented ‘to us so clearly and. eloquently .

tian herltage, viz.,-t0. Rév. Clarence Bouma, Th.D., Rev. "
} Savmur -and Lord.

tender our hearty thanks to the spon ormg churches, :
their pastors, officers, and congregations, and to Belhaven'
College, for their sponsorship of: th1s conference, and for

“worked out by dividing the delegates into small groups. =TI
first semirar conSlsted of groups gathering: accord]ng to: maJor
: geographlcal areas, such- as India, Russia, Occupled As1a, Eus,
‘rope, ete:
~nationals* who ‘eould - “speak with authorlty”, and authorltles
.and 1nd1spensab1e service to ren=

:deepened by the heart—searchmg, soul- stlrrmg addresses'd

~-attended the Europe semmar, and to® g1ve but one example
‘the ‘leadership gathered ‘at Wooster we had" in that room: D
. Tracy Strong. who heads 'the YMCA war—prlsoners W0
' "has been in Europe several times. durmg the war, and ‘al
;Robert Mackie, ‘Gerleral Secretary of the World’s Stude
- Christian Federatlon, who has been both in. Sweden ‘and- SW1

nsworld inthis eritical ‘hour, and that these world con-

‘and- Reformed Faith whlch they cannot dare .

uths 'in’ the pulpit as’in. all phases of our:
catlonal: program~1n the home, the school and the :

" a number of tramed persons acqualnted w1th ‘the customs
languages to serve, with: utmost humlhty in the face of so
Smuech: suffering, in" the task’ of: 1ebu11d1ng and reestabhshlng

.T Moonr MCDILL s

R STUDENT PLANNING CONFERENCE‘ ‘statement  that we should think of Missions in functions
connection with the work at home.
~ ‘tles we are: challenged with the fact’ that youth, labor, stude
“migrants, minorities," ete. must experlence the transform g

warnlng approxunately 400 young people and- scores : ;powe1 ~of the Gospel of Christ.

ThlS was a real experlence of

Mi 1ng there on ‘the:lovely Wooster Campus (which made ‘a.
~«Calvin graduate of 240 enthus1ast1c aboit new bulldmgs) w1th,
rroes, both: American and Afrlcan, Chlnese, Ja apanese, Nigei
generatlon Japanese, born- in. Amerlca, and just: as’

To me 1t was lnterestlng tof

) : '“k1n all spheres of 11fe th1s emphas1s sounded famlhar and he
young Canadlan who had taught school 1n ‘a- Dutch dls~ :

Perhaps typical “of the ent1re conference is the fact

e though there were a large number of denomlnatlons represented" o
T at:no tlme was -able to determlne just. how many
Jexperience" of ChI‘lStlan planmng denomlnatlons were tr
~ cended, though not effaced. Throughout there’ was a wholesome
“feeling of ‘ecumenicity, without “attempting a wholesale hqu1-~
"dation’ of “deriominations."

In ’thls

“Wooster seemed to point out that - i
there is’ still 'a lot that can be achleved ‘along lines’ of co-
operatlon L : Gt e
c It is chleﬂy th1s expenence of Chrlstlan Communlty whlch N

the young ‘students who ‘attended ‘the conference found so im=
The ab- o

T believe that th
mlght have ‘added somethlng', and- there was: much Whlch t
I miust frankly admit- ‘that I found a
redlness of - Christ ‘among many’ students whlch wouldf amaze.i ;

Nor ‘was: this lackmg among the’ speakers = s
Raymond Drukker of ‘the Annv1lle Instltute in Kentucky made v
a deep impression. upon the audlence by polntmg ut the need
for an approach to all of life, ‘made alive and valid’ through a
truly Divine Son: of God and our personal relatlon to: Hml as

" The Conference method of approach to"‘All of Life” 'was

In these seminars which met tw1ce there Wwere both

who could speak from - learmng ‘and: experlence I, of course,

zerland.: “Furope;:as’ such will not ‘need- mlssrnarles of 1]
,tradltlonal type, especially not in those count ‘es'where k
are established’ Protestant churches They l howevel, n

shattered work.” Uncertalnty about oﬁ‘iclal actlon makes pl
n1ng for rehef a dlfﬁcult matter PO
© Two perlods were devoted by all groups to the second se
nar. whlch dealt W1th North Amerlca " Dr. Arthur’ Mosher

rather than geograph1ca1 terms, was brought out’ strongly y
In all. Amerlcan commun

This' task, however, ‘cannot be accompllshed by the chu 1ol
workers alone! ‘This; of" course, is mot news, but. the Way in
which this was stressed in the VOCatIOIIS ‘seminars was nes
From the very beg1nn1ng when  plans were made for- ‘this con—
ference, it was felt that one reason’whythe church had’ not
long: ago occupled certaln areas for Christ was because not 5
enough was done by the so-called layman The “layman” ‘was.
invited to Wooster, only to be told that he should not be a. lay—- s
man' H1s life, fully surrendered to Chrlst should-and can be
of serv1ce to’ glor1fy God, whatever his vocatlon ‘And ‘so young e
people met as Chr1st1ans ina des1re ‘to make’, the1r professmn,

fworth-whlle for. God Here are some of the grouplngs; ~Eng1-a_',
,nee11ng “and Research Medlcme, Busmess, Farming, Peacetlme
: ’Mllltary Serv1ce, ‘Law; Politics and Dlplomacy v

~To one “with' a Calv1n1st1c concept of ‘the Soverelgnty of God

could’ only reJmce that it Was belng expressed by young Am
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7~through the ‘Holy' Splmt
On Sunday mormng Dr.:John A, Mackay fully made up. for

1 115 18, "Just'as J eremiah saw in the buddmg almond tree and

“the seethlng pot signs of God’s awareness, we, t00; are witness-

g ing one of God’s great h1stor1cal springtimes of grace and judg-

‘ment. That there. is judgment is -obvious to-all Chr1st1ans, but

it is necessary that.in the Judg'ment we rejoice in the grace of

47 .God which is making for a re- awakened interest in the Bible,
.+ and.in the Church of Christ. ‘Speaking for Evangelical Realism "
. He stressed: that it stands above fundamentalism' or modernism, "

»" . In crises men “always turn back to God’s Eternal Word which
. alone can glve satlsfymg answers to ‘problems. of:- purpose and.

' destlny People today are ‘also discovering that there is noth-

‘r'ch of Christ calls.

by for. wh1ch

“ i ‘how this: approach is well p1ctured in'John' Calvin’s crest. which

ofzthe W111 of God That is our ult1mate message

;m ring’ Wooster me’ant see1ng greater and* greater challenges
Ain the vision that was already his:

‘ ’, ; :hke Wooster

S ‘Work are:-to be stressed now in-the work of the organi-
ions: whlch sponsored Wooster
Vork . of the Council ‘of Church Boards of Educat1on, YWCA
t: Volunteer Movement

. ou1sv1lle, Ky

- President: John Mackay ‘of “Princeton was  the lecturer

of 1 the hopeful omens of modern times. -
ars have an 1dolatrous veneratlon for thé past. “The present
‘attitude is. aptly expressed in Dr. Mackay’s. openlng address
Jokin Calv1n and Modern: Protestantlsm

Bt ‘part1cula1 W1tnesses from non-Calvinistic circles were sum-

“tantism. As far as the United States is concerned, Calvinism

: 'almost as many as all the other: colleges ‘combined.” Even today

= ,tradltlon. ~

“‘souree of revelation and 1nsp1ratlon. “Thé other modern expo-
- nent of the v1r111ty of. Ca1v1n1sm is- Prof. R ‘Niebuhr of: Umon
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with a,true,un rstandlng' of the Word a Soverelgn God”‘ the X o
. Father; of Jesus® Christ, the Person and Work of th1s Chrlst .

: of rehglous authorlty is the Word of God Rehglou

; :Whatevel lack of sp1r1tua1 emphasls some may have' ‘detected in:
e certaln statements ‘when: he preached 1nsp1r1ngly from Jeremiah

j,lmes
_all of J ohn Calvm s, thmkmg

Cingy greater than the service of the Church.' - Now that the
5 Comlntern ‘has: been 'bohshed there is nothmg that calls for
~ 7 the un “Not-the soul "
of culture can ‘save’ c1VIhzat10n, but the body of Chrlst Wthh :
- ex1sts todo the willof: God The duty of the Church: is. to i
proclaim the Word. and do the Deed. And then, referring ‘to. ;k
the fact that he had recently lectured on Calvinism to students”
at the J ewish Semmaly in ' New York :Dr, Mackay pointeéd: outf :

“has the heart in the htmd Our heart is. ‘returned to, God. through, ,
he hand symbol and mstrument of ‘action, remmdmg the World :
; ‘ sake of doctrme
“have the ldeas riothing else matters wA

“To one s1ttmg in “that audience with that. symbol on h1s Cal-~ :
'became eloquently b1tter agamst th

v As, Chr1st1amty becomes -
. “more and more’ like that the world will become more. “and ‘more
These emphases on: Christian commumty, world- .

',mmdedness, Chrlst1an vocatlons, and: a -renewed :turning to ,
& r1ghteous and’ censorlous B

Comm181son on Un1vers1ty o GOd Wlll Walk ln humlllty befo

MCA Student Chrlstlan Movement of Canada, and St~
, ‘There is no reason Why thesef
hould not be’ extended throughout the entlre Church of Chr1st e

RAY W TEEUWISSEN.

,RESIDENT MACKAY AT WESTERN SEMINARY ,'

lHIS years series . of Winter: Lectures at Western Sem1~ :
nary, Holland :Mich., were held” January 12-15,-1944.

he resurging interest in the theology of John Calvin is one -
‘Not that modern schol-

; o Dr John Mackay, pres1dent of Prlnceton Theologlcal Seml- :
‘ d l- . :
o, nnodvat i iping address by indfating what Cab L LS e G hve b o o oxtrom

*'moned to prove that. Calv1n1sm put iron:in the blood of Protes~
»must accept

- was the most potent factor in the American Reévolution.. Prince- ':{dls‘ﬂphne

ton- College gave nine ' men: to.the drafters of the Constitution, -

5 Calvmlsm is: heard through those -who stand. in the Reformed®
: Pres1dent Mackay lauded - Karl Barth This’ Swiss -

: ;,theologlan put iron.in’ the soul of the .confessional churches of-
2 Germany... ‘He ‘turned: the thoughts of men back to. the great

" of:any basic. errors:
»John Calvm recogmze R N1ebuhr and K. Barth as; hig- loyal and:

“gons ?

‘“:’Semmary of NeW York He comes to us-in the: German Re-

Calvm ﬂmgs at" ou1 generatlon Flrst of all the 'o y

lng of thls conv1ctlon Wlth natlve ablllty made
the greatest exegete of the Bible, - He did not ‘prove. rthe c
of the Blble by means of ratlonal1st1c proofs or 1nduct1ve$, TOC

" The second challenge comes to - us: not in that Calvm brought
anythlng new, but in the changed structure of h1s theologlc'

The “Soverelngty of God” became the very ent

Ch1'1st1an life now. It is poss1ble to know the bo :
latwn and not to: be a Chr1st1an. ‘ §

Doctrme becomes an end 1n

of Tove, kn‘owledge, prec1s10n of doctrme, and consecratlon
purpose" : e

The third challenge ‘1s pzety He Very convmcmgly ‘point
out that.there was a place for the ‘heart. as well as. for cle
thlnklng and ethlcal conv1ct1on in Reformed tradltlon

because of the coldness of the heart.

.-Ethical behavior is another challenge modern Protestantl
We are confronted with: the ploblem of chur
The modern: church is not-as reputable as. some:
our secular clubs. Calvm belleved that a member must hve :
11fe cons1stent W1th the prmclples of the Chrlstlan y

L) One does 1egret to- mtelrupt the ﬂow of thought at th o)
call attention to the’ fact that: the- beautxful address’ given: was. a
Neo-Protestantism, At several -oceasions "R, Niebuhr was praise
skies: - J.: Mackay did speak 'ofa limitation: of: the: Neo-Protestants
“Not ‘even’ a ‘hint to, guide’ us in - this’ questio

2)  In thls connectxon we may ekpress P 5 3
Mackay may - set: forth more  fully: his’concen “the /Bible; the: Wo
God,- The Testimony of the-Holy Spirit,’ Modeln and Crltlcal Scholarsh
the. mteuelatxon of ‘all: these concepts DR . : i .




pects his: ‘audience to face it honestly and bravely The modern
church ‘needs church d1sc1pl1ne. .

The ﬁnal challenge, one very.-close to the hea1t of ‘Pres; Mac-
,y‘, is the love for the church universal. John Calvin never
admitted that he was a sectarian. The Reformed. Church was
the heir of all that was best in primitive Christianity. Calvin
~ksought for the reunion of all the Churches, particularly the
©. Protestant. = Time and again in several of his lectures, Pres.
) Mackay repeated the words of Calvin: “I’ll ecross seven seas”
for unlty 8). : :
. ;John Calvin would have no un1ty at the expense of" truth
“He would not have been interested in a watery interdénomi-
,f'natlonallsm " True un1ty in- the Christ and for the Christ!
“"THe' closing thought was expressed that some day Christendom
k may see eye to eye on the basic truths of Christianity.

: estantlsm and Inter-American Relations™. were 1nstruct1ve and
powerful We  could not attend the lecture ‘on “Personaly

ehglon” ‘ : ol
'JACOB T, Hoo‘GsrRA‘

) These “words-of John Calvin to Alchblshop Crinmer are taken from the
itextsw I ‘wish indeed it .could be brought about .that men of lealnmg
~authority: from . different 'churches might meet somewhere and, " after
"oughly discussing the different articles of faith, should, by -a junanimous
sion,” hand down  to posterity some - certain- rule of falth [
lf I should not, if need be, object to cross ten seas f01 such a’ pur-
. (Edltomal The Calvm Furum, June-July, 1943)

. “THE GOOD NEIGHBOR ALIBI”

v 'ITH the ever w1den1ng mental horizons of our day, th1s
‘age is quite well convinced that 1t can ‘approximate

1 that., nothing should'. hinder - this consummation.
tlamty 1is ‘also hailed as"a great contr1but1ng factor. In many
les: of church people it.is well-nigh criminal. to suggest that
nstlamty is the ~world’s. greatest divisive force. . To assert
that it" thrusts into the world. a* more dec1s1ve cleavage than

terference w1th the good nelghbor policy in South’ America.
3 complalnt is rather ironic. today, with such a noise ﬂy1ng
ut. as to the world-un1t1ng character: of Christianity.. One
at: blanch of that movement rises up to accuse the other
of nterference
ighbor”

ant missions out of South America.
naf:onal ‘argument’and not rel1g10us, ‘although the founder of
I Christianity sdid-that His Kingdom: was not of this world.
However, this Roman Catholic grievance against the Protes-
tants is-an ‘alibi.” It is not founded on facts. It .is merely a
innd " for Romian intolerance.” This alibi has been neatly
orched by a South American,
: ,sents the South Amerlcan view.
o Mr. Howard asserts that the United States is going to. be
- the battlefield of rellglous liberty, and South America will be
- an interested onlooker.” He further addressed the Foreign Mis-
+.., slofis. Conference of North America, which ‘met during January
.in.Chicago, with the question whether even today the frank
" opinions’ on religious liberty expressed by the leading minds
: k"of South America could be published in this country.

¢ultured classes in Latin America under appomtment of a
North American Committee. . He cathe to the Foreign Missions
Conference with a sheaf of stirring testimonies gathered from
#all .over the Southern ‘Continent. They were slgned by great
statesmen, educators and churchmen.
result of interviews or correspondence on the subject of the al-
: leged Protestant interference with the “good nelghbor policy.”

'Mr Howard came in from a three-months trip in which he

" Pres. Mackay "recognlzesthis'as ‘a"supreme problem, and ex-

- The other lectures on “The Church and World Order”, “Prot-

. As-to.’

democratie; -and. ‘South  America needs . democracy.

~the goal ‘of ‘one world. There is a widespread convic--
Chris- -

, ’llles versus Ax1s, must ‘be* arch~heresy in the light of: much.
talk bout Chrlstlanltys supposed role in the post—war world.

‘now comes- the Roman Cathohc harge of: Protestant';
oo chatee o ,Washlngton, D.. C.

hee. It's a- good argument at a time when ¢ ‘good .
, relations ‘are so’ delicate and so- highly  prized in -
this country ‘But it is a strange lever to use to evict Protes-:
: It is a secular and inter-.

He is. George P. Howard who o

The ‘tall,” warm-hearted gentleman is the Evangelist to the

“Each testimony was the

\covered twenty thousand m1les, and v1s1ted every: ,,,South ‘Ameri--
can ecapital,-and leading Un1vers1ty He had the good fortune‘z
of being able to capltahze on his own intimate acquamtance,'_f
with the peoples of every nation on the ‘continent, and brings
back a report incredibly favorable to Protestantism. - He ex-,
presses amazement a8 to the Protestant indifference to a great'
mission field in a land of untapped resources, an-undecimated
population, ahd a great, warm-hearted people with the future
of its greatness still before it. .. . .
'Everywhere Mr. Howard asked, “What of the Protestants"
Has their work and mission been constructive?  What is relig-
ious liberty as understood in your country? Does it include the:
right of free propaganda?”’ The reply? A ringing and unani-
mous “Yes”. - Again he asked, “Have Protestant missions. an-
tagonized ;your people in any way? “Are you afraid of the clash
of Roman and Protestant forces in the civic and political reper- -
cussions:it might have?” . “Emphatically not,” they answered. "

Howard’s testimonies are from three ex-presidents in Chlle. .
Educators and a great authoress in Argentina. - And in thatﬂ

_country a layman editor of Roman Catholic. persuasion asserted

that < freedom of" 1ellg10n meant the autonomy of the con~'
science and the right of free: propaganda. -In Brazil one’ lead-
ing editor was grieved at this conflict since the partlsans ‘are i

of common origin inasmuch as: they both rest upon. the Bible.

A leading Brazilian lawyer said in effect, the fundamental dif- .
ference between Rome and Protestant1sm is that one is totali~ -

" tarian in its nature and a meddler in politics, while the secondwf“'

makes kings and priests of all believers, is evangellcal and
Another‘ :
Brazilian and Catholic who has served as his nations ambassas
dor is sorry for the open truth that thotugh Jesus averred,: My
Kingdom is not of this world”, the Pope must say, “My klng- i
dom ¢s of this world”, .

These leaders were’ eager to make their statements They are

: s1gned statements, many of them longer and much more out-uf'f

spoken than Mr. Howard sought or dared to hope. - Many
the same people had served on “good neighbor’ missions to this .
country at the invitation of our President.. One of the edu<-
cators; a University President, sa1d he was frlghtened by the

tremendous ‘power exerted by the Roman Cathohc Churchf

Without e\ceptlon the South Amerlcans scof'fed at the not1
that. Protestants hindered “good neighbor” feelings.. . They a:
all' of them, sure that this is a figment of North American
imaginations fired by the.supposed insult that Catholic. South
America needs to be converted by Protestants. . As they. see. s
“down under”, we—not they—are" in danger of the. shackll’
of religious liberty in the land. And because the issue of
freedom rigses up in the United States; intolerance, and  close
door’ to- free progaganda is forced upon the Latin Americans
and according to Mr. Howard, they resent it. - This: attempt 1
intolerance is the real menace to “good nelghbor relatlons'
' e : , R O DE GROOT.

Chicago, Ill. : o

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS
~SHE 1944 convention of the National Association of Evan-
gelicals will be held in Columbus, Ohio, April 12-to 17, ..

The Deshler-Wallick Hotel will be its headquarters.

" Most of ‘the general sessions will be held in Memor1a1 Hall
Two great mass meetings on Sunddy, the 16th, are expected’ ‘to

_fill to capacity the City Auditorium which seats 6,000. Among -’

the nationally known leaders scheduled to address the ‘conven-

tion. at various times are: Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr. Donald i :
Grey Barnhouse, Dr. Richard Ellsworth Day, Dr. Bob* Shuler,
Dr. Bob-Jones, Sr.,’Dr. H, J. Ockenga, Bishop Leslie R. Mars~ .

“ton, Dr. T. Roland Philips; Mr. Howard Ferrin, Mr. Charles :

E. Gremmels," Dr Walter Kallenbach, Rev. Harold Warren,f
and many others.. e
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fes ‘of unlform lesson toplcs

“the 12th. In: each case these sessions will open at
1 00 A ‘M. and contlnue “thro ghout the day. :

ning of prayer on-the 12th, under ‘the leadershlp ‘of ' Dr.

ca conference on evangelism, On the ‘14th ‘and 15th the con-
o yéntion will break “up into Work-Study groups.:
'subjects of general 1nterest 1nclude Evangehsm in -allits

ects.

1 0f reports

tances ass1st in: these servmes

( tures——News,Release S

NEWS k ND COMMENTS

~do we know that? Anybody ever try it?
-are the facts.

st completed puttlng the entlre B1ble on records,

ng Book

New Testament These records are to be a played on: a’

n would have been used. But not so.
experts in readmg the: Blble, the Foundation had-to employ

uirem nts for Blble readlng were:: a pleasmg vo1ce, expres—
n, and 'an even reading-pace, o
rely; the Word.of. God.. should be. read at. all tunes by those
h labor ‘in.the Word in:a manner: Worthy of so ‘wondrous
kelatlon As itis the Bible is often read ‘in homes and 1n
Churches- ag ‘a. Notary Pubhc reads that whlch ends

: ’helpmeGod : e :

~Un1vers1t1es Cost Money : : : S
‘ Tr1n1ty Un1vers1ty in Texas is not large It'is a combination
ﬁor merger of the Umvers1ty of San Antomo andTrlmty Un1~

f,c od 1n San Antonlo, it has 27 regular teachers and 266 stu-
X orkmg for a degree.

'od

ne ded vy $6500000 o
7 elsltles cost money, a:lot of money And A '. s1nce
er New ' “Deal pollcles large  incomies. have faded away,
‘m ney for Un1verS1t1es must come from the common man

FORUM + ¢ ¢ ARCH 1944

A meetlng of’ ‘Gospel. broad— :

ters: from ‘all sectlons of the country will gather on Wed- ~operated by the Christian Reformed Church, will also

The open1ng serv1ce of the conventlon properdwﬂl be the,
k .fpresent and functlonlng properly
o R ML Wadsworth ‘of. ‘the' Great Comm1ss1on Prayer League '
8 ter the opening ‘business of the conventlon is completed on’
the morning of the 13th the rest of the day will ‘be devoted to

The many.
. teen-age;.
ases; Home and Fore1gn Mlssmns, Rescue Missions, Educatlonﬁ :
1‘1 1ts phases, Radlo, Separatlon of Church and State, In--
,,dustnal Chapla1nc1es, Basis. of Durable Peace, and other sub-”'_
~Also on April 15th there w1ll be: business. gessions; for .
cons1derat10n of’ changes in the, constltutlon and the adop-" "
On Sunday mornmg the delegates will " attend_
arlous church serv1ces throughout the c1ty, and in many:
The churches of Columbus
1V1ng full cooperat1on to the mass meetmgs of the after—

: the same ‘purpose.

‘,they are no cure of the problem 1n any way at all
and: eveni; ~"day youth—problem is a HOME problem ,—-the proble
. the 17th the ﬁnal day of the convent1on, there w1ll be'
ier commlttee r ports, the élection of ofﬁcers, final adopt1onf
“hanges in’ the const1tut1on, and ‘the selectlon of the 1945
entxon c1ty.j' At 6130 P. M there w1ll be a banquet at
: dress of the 1ncom1ng pres1dent the’ installation
ofﬁcers, and the final season of prayer wﬂl be the pr1nc1paI?'f

;ch1ldren SRR

’:Some Call It Mus1c. ,

" pany The best one-was supposed to be a thmg
i hta” ]
, , e 1mpressed Wlth “Plst’ol-Packln ‘Mama’
takes 8414 hours to read the Blble from cover to cover.
‘ Yes and no.
The American Foundatlon for the Bllnd o

~orders total ﬁve hundred thousand

'hat the blind may hear the Bible read to them. It is the 'pay almost any price to get a copy.

It took 129 vecords for. ‘the Old and 40, for~
mus1c p1«eference'
owl revolvmg phonograph Slnce 1t takes 30 minutes -
ay me record it would take 841/2 hours to hear the Whole, , s
‘ T : ' ' N Dearborn Needs No Pra er.

ne: Would thmk that 1n the record1ng a number of cle1gy— E ¥

Although they should. 'Counc1l that the meetlngs be opened with prayer.-
ew. m1n1ste1 s, diction ‘experts, ; rad1o people, and stage people g the Counc1l otad the i dea o fotr to three :
, speak Well for Dearborn Clty-Fathers

: Long Pastorates.

~‘ex1stence, ‘the Church has been served by 14 Pastors.
'pastorate was that of Abel McEwen 1806—1860

State Conventlon was hot able to pay its debt..

Itis controlled through a Board g
(of Trustees, by the Presbyterlan Church U.'S. A, Recently the'
of = Texas approved ‘an ten-year expanslon program. ‘

: Jo Arkansas Baptlst Churches

- Arkansas matter
‘the' Conventlon dec1ded to pay the debt many churches arose

v:Let’s hope that Calvmeollege and Semmary,

expand; and " plan to ‘become” a Calvin UmverSIty
to be done, it ‘can be ‘done, and .. . we believe . .
be done.”“As in Waxahachle and San- Antomo, the root’

A Dry nght Club

~In . Dés Mo1nes, Iowa, Capital " of = Wacs- 1n-tra1n1ng, th
Y. W.C.A: is trying. ‘to- meet the Juvenlle del1nquency ploblem
by opening its’ bu1ld1ng one evening a week to youth in thei
“Name: “The Bombardier” or: Dry: nght Club YA
orchestra’ is provided: for dancing. There Lare: games for- ‘al
Alsoa snack bar.. Three other centers are be1ng opened fo
Attendance at the Y runs to some 600’ t

t1me, ‘at t1mes

It dppear§: ‘that throughout the natlon the ever-gromng'f /
mle de11nquency ‘probleni”is being met by Recreatlon Centers
Howeve1, careful observatlon leads one to behe‘ *"th' e

The resent

For the sike of contrast the: other s1de

“Thus a large’ section of ‘the Umtedy States has record
Pistol-Packin’. Mama!!!!»,; : hey ca
What enorm1ty' :

mus1c

The Mayor of Dearborn, Mlchlgan, suggested to th

The First' Church of Christ (Congregat1onal) of New} London
Conn., was founded in’'1642."  During: the 302 years of it
Longe

To' Pay ‘or Not to Pay o ~ ,
‘During the. bitter years of dep1es510n the Arkansas Bapt1st
Two-thirds o
it was canceled However, after the years of financial canker
worm “came years of money and ﬁnanclal prosperity 3
also’ the question: ‘does the cancelatlon of debt release us ‘mor
ally from further payments" No, said ‘all but. four of the 97
‘Hence ‘the old debt w111 be pa
‘There has been cons1derable mlsunderstandmg about -t
The general op1n10n seems to be that a




Pre l
that sonly four: Churches voted agalnst payments

fb, t rather, How shall we pay———what funds shall we' use‘7

";'Chrlstlan Mov1es.

The  Missouri Lutheran Synod is -an aggressive body of
Lutherans
‘,press, they are making abundant tuse of the Radio, and now

“This: began Awith the film; “The Call of thé Ages”, in. 1930
‘and was continued with “The Call of the. Cross” in 1938. In

1941 “The Power of God”” was released having been produced
Some. eighty pr1nts of the film are in .
=c0nstant use.today. -.The picture is a-true-to-life story occur-. -

it a:cost of. $50,000.

Jring in. thousands-of . communities . throughout America. - “In
©vivid. manner is* revealed how the Word -of , God spoken at the
‘r1ght tlme in the. rlght way by Christians can meet ‘and
Telp solve the problems of our complex modern hfe”, announces

k'k‘do 1o good to decry Hollywood’s lack of rehglous films. - The
‘Church must get 1nto the productlon and dlstrlbutlon of the

} he implements of that age. Radlo is one of these 1mple-,
' "kPlctures, too‘7 Let’s th1nk it over. :

n stations have been added to it.:
dcastmg will do well to analyze the ‘success’ of the Luth-
an;Hour Imltatlng Dr. Maler is futile. 'But imitating  the

ermng the supreme need of the people, ) m1ght prove

n1vers1ty ‘of Ch1cago has: publlshed a’dictionary, It is
The Dwtzonary of American Englzsh in four volumes. Editors

racy and. the Un1vers1ty of Chicago?
e ng Holds Bible- Copyrlght

yrlght is vested in the King. " Printing rights have been held
st by the King’s Printer, then also by the press of “Oxford
and r,Cambrldge and Collins of Scotland.  The rights have now

P Press Soon: Bibles will 1ssue from the Dominion of' Canada
to Great Britain. - - . .

, the facts are
: The question.
“to-be decided by the Conventlon is' not nows: Shall we pay;

‘Theéy have 'made excellent use of the printing -

-they have-invaded the not so sacred precincts of Filmdom.'

“Evangehcal Lutheran Synod through its. Vlsual Educatlon,

. dt one time: “ . T
alone: for . if this counsel or this work be of. men it w1ll be~~ -

sermons has agaln been 1ncreased Forty-two Austla-’ - zZen

Any church engaged in: :

be the destruction’ of rxghteousness and the sanctlonlng of
~ iniquity, and- therefore the complete subversal of . God’

st Who speaks ‘the’ language of the people, to the people,.

e’ Sir Wllham Cra1g1e and Jaires R, Hulbert:; Price? A mete’
agatelle $100 00. What’s that between a student of shoddy—'

The ng James Vers10n of the Bible is copyrlghted The?

" forms of rebellion . .

been ‘extended to the United Church of Canada’s Ryerson -

That Blble vers1ons are copy 1ghted ‘has S, It
instres a ‘measure, of ‘control.. Ind1scr1m1nate prlntmg mayk

»easily lead to 1naccurately prlnted coples of the Word: of God:'

Vesting the copyright. in “the King' (not this king or that but

: 'the King) perpetuates the’ copyright. Symbolic of. this matter i

is' the King’s rece1v1ng a Bible “at”the coronation ceremomes

“Tlme” and Changlng Times in Rellglous Russ1a.~

TIME cons1ders itself the Weekly Newsmagazine. It is that, :
But it is more. Its news has a definite slant. And this slart e
_partakes of the nature of 1nterpretatlon Readers del1ght in

this- slant but sometimes react in exactly the. opposite way.

Time recently (XLII :26) - reported on - the: changes “which:

have come about in the status of the Orthodox Church. Ex-

amples: the Church is permitted to open a Seminary:and train
its priests. The Society for the Militant: Godless is-disbanded. :
The Bible is printed in ‘Russia. Ant1re11g10us journals folded -

up because of “lack’ of paper.” The Church is fully. estabhshed i
having its own institutional head." TIME then adds an answer ' .
‘to the question, Has the Russian Orthodox Chutrch. come back;

_ to Russia to stay? in this fashlon‘ o :
change, governments come "and go, but man’s need for.reli= -

political pollcles :
gion is eternal. .. ” Quite so; Gamallel the Jewish, doetor-
of law, with moré acumen than Karl Marx and his’ tribe said -
. Refrain from these men, -and let. them

overthrown, but if it.is of God you. will not be able to over— = :

,fthrow ‘them . . .7 *

In Splte of Dungeon, Flre and Sword
Moreovel, Satan must be fought in every age,

A Wartime ‘Confession of Falth——What we belleve, and what o

“we -not believe is-the title of ‘a statement issued’ by: the Re-

formed Church ‘of: the Netherlands to 'its “entire. membershlp

“In it the Church administers a stlnglng rebuke to the ‘\Iaz1

lords and ‘their theories on Race, State, ete.

“The State can not be an absolute authority over the c1t1-
. We reject as antichristian the doctrine that -all thmgs
must be subordlnated to ‘the welfare of the nation and when
the doctrine is taught that  the. 1nterests of: the State deter-
mine what is right and what . is wrong ‘then we. hold thls to

s
when. he’ gave us the poss1b1hty of llVlng‘ 1n & rac1al—nat10
communlty :
; “Moreover, we do not be11eve that - the soverelgntv of our
r1ghtfu1 ‘Lord extends’ only over our souls, so ‘that some - ot er
domination (be it State, Natlon, or Leader) could clalm 1un
limited dominiofn over: our bodies.” ' et
- Speaking about’ race the Church says: “We do not‘ bel1e,
that the voice of race is the voice of our God.” Furthermore
it is" denied: that’ “anyone in: thée world,. whoever ‘it ‘may be;
has the right to “set limits to'the freedom of the preachmg
of the Gospel or to the freedom of obediehce to it.” - -
Racial hatred is called “one of the most stubborn and- deadly
. against God.”

Because God is”at the helm, neither: Satan nor Naz1 ;
prevail agalnst the church. - What is more, ‘the - attacks of
Satan and his: hosts often produce what they determined :to
destroy.

3. G. VAN Dyge.
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‘WiTH: A DUTCH ACCENT.

E f'lands, ‘and many ‘of “his’ descrlptlons are powerful.-
*“"the.dikes, the: ‘gulls, the d1tches, the varied human characters'
“come alive; and. you are as sorry to leave them as, _some. of the
E~11mm1grants were. '

The author can wr1te beautlful l1nes, and one’ w1shes he had;
“Tt was dusk then and. .
he winds made terrlble speech among the old arches and gables.
and the North Sea moaned behind the dike, while the frogs con-
STt was a fine

The: sheep, now rid of all the1r lambs,'

’ unny day in June.

loak of oxallsgand buttercups, and in the b1ue—green polders

;,“‘MQ; o

bad actors: in the old world and the: new.
- hounded: by the Hourd of Heaven t00.) - It all sounds like the
+ “story of ‘an abnormal boy in a subnormal society. They are.

“ers: make him' sit with imbeciles;
“revile him; a professor abuses him; and preachers amuse him.

| THE CALVIN FORUM '* * *

. WITH A DUTCH ACCENT
By. Dewvid Cornel De . Jong.
Price: $2.75.

-New

York, 1944 Harper and Brathers,

"+ #T~AVE DE JONG has done it again. -He has written
L (D another interesting book. ' He has shown.unmistakably

that he is an artist. And’ he has revealed once imore

““that the sack of bitterness. is not. removed The th1rd fact casts
L "a shadow on the second. : T gy
v Dave's books are interesting because we as the Dutch are
- interested in him ‘and- his product. -
““inherent 11te1ary ‘quality of his®writings.
+ " things he portrays are so near to us that we' feel an extra pull
~ 'fhls way. ‘ ' ~

But the people and

Although this: experlment in autoblography is 1nterest1ng, it

B kudoes ot come up to Old’ Haver: or even-Day of the Trumpet.
B We know there is a glory in’ the commonplace, but an unin-

splred recitationof the trivial ‘is" hardly that.  The record.is

‘not at all trivial by any means, but there is enough of ‘the in-
“-significant to break’ the- wing-bones of any: Pegasus,

‘The theme-is: an- old but excellent-one: a boy and his famlly

'[rooted in: the old world: and . ‘transplanted to the new. -~ The

' stories of immigrants have found favor, and with 1nternatlonal
o ,“relatlons what they are, thls book can ride the crest. o
He knows the Nether-

_Dave often handles his subJect well,
The sea,

een the poet.more often in this book.

inved: their ceaseless symphony.” “Again:

etting plump. - -again, the dike had' taken ‘off its ‘May

the seak Sld of the dlke, the lavender g111as and blue strand

nd ‘found it good.
There isy however, a b1tterness in all Dave S books wh1ch I
ve read a quahty that mars the artistry, - At times one gets
,1mpxessmn that the author is eager. to tell ‘somebody or a

: group of somebodles or nobodles ‘that he is really gomg places
S5 n’ splte of them. " :

He 1sho‘unde'd by
(We hope heis

“ He seems to have a pérsecutlon complex

always p1ck1ng on him. “His grandfather tortures him; teach-
the children in Amerlca

Undoubtedly: the author was a sensitive boy. His reactions
can be partially explained but not entirely justified. It may

“ be that occasionally he forgot the sensitiveriess of others. That -
o becomes evident when throughout the book he sings the song-
~ ' of flaming red hate.

"He hates Pake Dav1d his maternal grandfather That old

. man has not one redeemmg quallty in his relation to. the
auth01
. children.
Loetess

Strangely enough Pake is kind to the other grand-
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" What it really comes down to is that he hates the Chris-

This does not deny the

fxeachmg for: the stars, those solemn Calvinistic stars, Whlchf‘l

" Dutch.
fwords of ‘an old ‘song:

‘ The author has only ‘a sardonic gratltude for someonewh )

- become such damnably ‘respectable, pious, sedate cre‘tur
“that T choose to see a certain slgmﬁcance in h1s fate.

an insufferable grandfather and: parents narrow. and u
‘énough to &end him to chiurch four times each ‘Sunday ]
_"over, he was surrounded by a cloud of tantahzlng Chr

. of  good, not quite: so absolute as in the life of JOSeph

‘author has hlS publlshers who seéem to like the tw1st of ;
' w11t1ng ; o

own-wits.”

,hlmself His - characteuzatlon of Rem .is. great and: humoro
If he could only see himself in that way, there would be: b 1%

. father who was unbearable, nor “parents who were Narroy
‘and unwise.

! and symphony great with the prophetic.

‘lenge the mind and lift the heart.
One is inclined to quote: “The fault, dear hrutus o

tians. . Pake David is a Christian and -a- Calvinist. - When-
ever anyone does Dave a wrong, the culprit invariably turns
out to be a Christian. As one turns the pages; one can’t help /-
saying, “I could have guessed it. - He or she. was ' a-believer.”? =
Who mock him; who fail to see his talents, who rent. the famlly,'
a house like a shack, who gossip? Why, the Christians, There
comes to one’s -mind an 1nverted maxim: “The llon to*t e
Christians.” : i :
Listen to his ‘sarcasm: “Every 80 often I'm stlll rem nd d
that if I hadn't’ become so willful, or ‘so flighty, -or so !
can, T might today be an.ar dent Dutch divine, an 1ncomparab y
exegete, a great saver of souls in ‘Borneo.” Agaln T kept,

feared might remain forever unreachable.”  He i§ really ‘
here: - “From then" on, steadily, unflaggingly,  almost unco
sclously, I started to hate those self-righteous Grand- Rapld
"When . T read that drivel, there come to me thel

“You made me what I'am today, ":
-~ T hope you're satisfied:” '

on ~ Christmas day. “no doubt. mistakingly . left a pound o
mixéd nuts at our door.” He has nothing but pralse for a drun
who was kind: “That he should have grown: up to die
holic, simply reflects on the 1nherent noblllty of his cha
though - perhaps very. obliquely. * So many of ‘the others have

Barleycorn in Westminster Abbey! = .

What is the matter with Dave? Why. do these puerr
obtride ‘on his artistry? Tak1ng him at his own, word he

Y

Perhaps in a certain way all this contributed to a relative ki

It ‘may be there is a clue When Dave Writes about hoW ‘
he steered ‘a canal boat at one’ time, he makes the. observ
“Fven today; when ordered to go right, I turn 1nst1nct1vely
the left, even’ though T’'m sure T Wouldn’t do S0 if left’ t m

What Dave needs also is a greater sense of humor concernl
understanding ‘and less bile,

I, too, was an 1mm1grant,boy.
for 'a while, but it wasn’t serious.

I ,too, was called “Dut’chy,
I never had a- gra,

(One doubts whether Dave did)) On the con
trary their lives were altogether lovely like an unﬁmshed song;
God bless the1r sacri-
fices and their dreams come true in earth and heaven! B = -
Are we denying reality to the author’s basic mater1al'7 Not
any communlty any person with his eye.on the obJect can. ﬁn :
enough dark material to fill a book.  But if he tuns not,
only to the left, but to the left and right and up ‘and down;, he
will find for song; and canvas, and page great themeés that chal
Bitterness has’ its: place,;
but the bee goes on extracting his nectar. Little man- should
do no less and much more. BASTIAN KRUITHOF
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lomew L‘andheer.c

Bmce $5 00:

k talns an introduction on the Land and the People, a.review
of seventy pages of Dutch history by four: dllferent schol-
and then -surveys of Political and Constltutlonal Develop-

Netherland: Overseas Territories, and Second ‘World War and
‘After respectwely by: three, four, six; Seven’and two: scholars,j

ume of this type- also suffers of -an overdose of obJect1v1ty and
re nant with names; and dates w1thout offering the infor-
) fon. that the 1eader expects in ‘a book of this size.:
: he virtue of arousing. one’s curlos1ty, and 80 it “will help

36 cholars but two seem to be of Dutch descent

otice Amry J. Vanden Bosch who has ‘two- articles on: the
etherlands Foreign : Policy and the Dutch in the Far East
ch are. readable ‘and - fa1r. S
The book s very worth—whﬂe, but 1t shows remarkably how,

nded as ‘wilful’,

erahstlc blas color. and dlstort the: facts
‘lg‘hkaI Calv1n1st1c research

HJVA

: DUTCH THOUGH Y '
IBUTION OF HOLLAND TO THE SCIENCES.
ium edited by A.J. Barnwouww and:B. Landheer.
introduction by P, Debye, and; thirtees zllustmtzons
7 o, ‘New Yo'rlc 1943. P'mc i $3 50/

A sympo-

de ént -on the progress whlc :
¢ in the last century in the di
er ;Lcontalns from ﬁfteen top twenty pages, and the con-

e, Netherlands ‘have

gchapter on Theology is dlsappomtmg for Calvmlsts, for
ough Dr Kuyper, and Scholte and Van Raalte are mentloned

i , ‘and:
i rs. . K 9. Bas The Univer-.
;szty of Calzforma Pfress, Berkeley, and Los Angeles, 1943. L

HIS 1nterest1ng book of almost ﬁve hundred pages con-‘: completely out.

ment -Eeconomic ~and * Social ~Dévelopment, Cultulal Aspects, -

llowed: by a b1bl1ography and an: Index. The book: is. the result
3 the palnstakmg labor : of -many -contributors, and there is’
ecessarily some duplication; though cleverly managed.. ~A’ vol-

- NE of; the surpr1s1ng thlngs about Calv1ns Instztutes_s' .
“But.it @

t ,the student and the scholar to ﬁnd other books wh1ch; est

One Of i ]ever wrltten., Whoever knows'the Instztutes has enJoyed'

'~’;theolog1cal educatlon, whether: he has gone beyond th elghth;,i
- g'rade or-not in class room study o : i

two is an Indones1an Among the others We were happy .

i but least read. of the great rellglous books.

liberalistic- scholars hand “out. comphments 1o Calvnnsts, e.g, ;
Dr.: Kuyper in his fight for. equahty for the Free Un1vers1ty is;
and in. the’ chapter on Dutch theraturel
,Bllderdl_]k and Da; Costa are not.even. mentloned #And ‘there
merous other instances of how Dutch: scholars with a: ,'7
Th1s volume makes'

: would be if we could concentrate our; readlng aga1n on ‘some
“of the really solid‘books’ deahng with the eteérnal: verltles of he y
,Word of God Calvms Instztutes Would be ﬁrst amon 1

“in Calvm § day. ,

s "each more than 800 pages

“Wath, an
Que-“ 5

‘volume is a sympos1um by twenty scholars of Dutch“'
rent sc]ences Each,“f‘

nt is aturally condensed’ The most 1nterestmg chapters for,’_ )

2 Phlladelphla:.

ment ofa Calv1n1st1c phllosophy, and % the recent: phllosoph,
‘mentions Hulzmga only, leavmg Vo enhoven and Dooyeweer
”Bllderduk and Da Costa, however, occu
the: chapter on. P cal Economy,. and Groen’s.. work is :
cussed in the chap er on:. Hlstorlography Bes1des, there ‘are

" pictures-of Chr, Huygens ‘and Antony van Leeuwenhoek So‘-f]:

the Calv1n1sts get. the1r share, but 1t is rather meager

KEEP UP YOUR READING
’A Book a Month o

how httle it is known except by name among thos :

-Someone; spoke of.this. gréat: work as one. of the most lauded"k;, .
There may be some
“What a great. ,day t

truth in that.: Too. much truth, T fear. :

But even. the readmg’?‘ ]
rewaldlng The: two- volumes ‘of ; thls book in; Enghsh cove
~But: let. this not frxghtenf~ an; ne

‘Prlce.“ $; 50 (2 volumes: 838 and 812




