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INTRODUCTION

Ar_tic!e 1

a. The Christian Reformed Church, confessing its complete subjection to the
Word of God and the Reformed creeds as a true interpretation of this Word,
acknowledging Christ as the only Head of His Church, and desiring to
honor the apostolic injunction that in the churches all things are to be done
decently and in order (I Cor.14:40), regulates its ecclesiastical organization
and activities in the following articles.

b. The main subjects treated in this Church Order are: The Offices of
the Church, The Assemblies of the Church, The Task and Activities of the
Church, and The Admonition and Discipline of the Church.

I. THE OFFICES OF THE CHURCH
A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 2

The offices instituted by Christ in His Church are those of the minister of
the Word, the elder, and the deacon. These offices differ from each other
only in mandate and task, not in dignity and honor. -

Article 3

Confessing male members of the church who meet the Biblical requirements
for office-bearers are eligible for office. Only those who have been officially
called and ordained or installed shall hold and exercise office in the church.

Article 4

a. In calling to an office, the consistory shall present to the congregation a
nomination of at least twice the number to be elected. In special circumstances
the consistory may submit a nomination which totals less than twice the
number to be elected, giving reasons for this departure from the rule.

b. Prior to making nominations the consistory may give the congregation
an opportunity to direct attention to suitable persons,

c. The election by the congregation shall take place under the supervision
of the consistory after prayer and in accordance with the regulations established
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2 CHURCH ORDER

by the consistory. The right to vote shall be limited to confessing members
in good standing.

d. After having called the elected persons to their respective offices and
having announced their names, the consistory shall proceed to ordain or install
them if no valid impediment has arisen. The ordination or installation shall
take place in the public worship services with the use of the prescribed ec-
clesiastical forms.

Article 5

All office-bearers, on occasions stipulated by consistorial, classical, and
synodical regulations, shall signify their agreement with the doctrine of the
church by signing the Form of Subscription.

B. THE MINISTERS OF THE WORD

Article 6

a. The completion of a satisfactory theological training shall be required
for admission to the ministry of the Word.

b. Graduates of the theological seminary of the Christian Reformed Church
who have been declared candidates for the ministry of the Word by the
churches shall be eligible for call.

c. Those who have been trained elsewhere shall not be eligible for call unless
they have met the requirements stipulated in the synodical regulations and
have been declared by the churches to be candidates for the ministry of the
Word. —Cf. Second Supplement, I.

Article 7

a. Those who have not received the prescribed theological training but who
give evidence that they are singularly gifted as to godliness, humility, spiritual
discretion, wisdom, and the native ability to preach the Word, may, by way
of exception, be admitted to the ministry of the Word, especially when the
need is urgent.

b. The classis, in the presence of the synodical deputies, shall examine these
men concerning the required exceptional gifts. With the concurring advice
of the synodical deputies, classis shall proceed as circumstances may warrant
and in accordance with synodical regulations. ~—Cf. Second Supplement, II.

Article 8

a. Ministers of the Christian Reformed Church and ministers of sister
Churches are eligible for call, with due observance of the relevant rules.

b. Ministers of other denominations desiring to become ministers in the
Christian Reformed Church shall be declared eligible for a call by a classis
only after a thorough examination of their theological training, ministerial
record, knowledge of and soundness in the Reformed faith and their exem-
plariness of life. The presence and concurring advice of the synodical deputies
are required.
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c. Ministers of other denominations who have not been declared eligible
for a call shall not be called unless all synodical requirements have been met.
—Cf. Second Supplement, III.

Article 9
In nominating and calling a minister the consistory shall scek the approval
of the counselor who acts in behalf of classis to see that the ecclesiastical
regulations have been observed. The consistory and counselor shall sign the
letter of call and the counselor shall render an account of his labors to classis.
—Cf. Second Supplement, IV.

Article 10

a. The ordination of a candidate for the ministry of the Word requires the
approval of the classis of the calling church and of the synodical deputies.
The classis, in the presence of the deputies, shall examine him concerning his
doctrine and life in accordance with synodical regulations. The ordination
shall be accompanied by the laying on of hands by the officiating minister.

b. The installation of a minister shall require the approval of the classis
of the calling church or of its interim committee, to which the minister shall
have previously presented good ecclesiastical testimonials of doctrine and life
which have been given him by his former consistory and classis.

—Cf. Second Supplement, V.
Article 11

a. The task of the minister is to preach the Word, administer the sacra-
ments, conduct public worship services, and catechize the youth in order that
the church may be built and unbelievers won for Christ. Although all ministers
share this common task, each shall discharge it in accordance with his par-
ticular calling, whether he is a minister in a local congregation or a missionary
at home or abroad.

b. The minister, with the elders, shall have supervision over the congregation
and his fellow office-bearers, exercising admonition and discipline and seeing
to it that everything is done decently and in order. He shall, with the elders,
exercise pastoral care over the congregation, and engage in and promote the
work of evangelism.

Article 12

A minister who enters upon the work of home or foreign missions shall be
called in the regular manner by a local church, which acts in co-operation with
the appropriate committees of classis or synod. Although the duties of a
missionary may be regulated through such co-operation, the supervision of his
doctrine and life rests with the calling church.

Article 13

A minister who is charged with an extraordinary ministerial task shall
remain subject to the calling church, which shall supervise his doctrine and
life. His duties, however, may be regulated by the consistory in co-operation
with other agencies. He may be engaged in such a task only after the classis of
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the calling church, with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies, has
judged it to be spiritual in character and directly related to the ministerial
calling.

Article 14

a. A minister of the Word shall not leave the congregation with which he
is connected for another church without the consent of the consistory.

b. A minister of the Word, once lawfully called, may not forsake his office.
He may, however, be released from office to enter upon a non-ministerial
vocation for such weighty reasons as shall receive the approval of the classis
with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies.

Article 15

Each church shall through its consistory provide for the proper support of
its minister (s).

Article 16

A minister who for weighty reasons desires a temporary release from service
to the congregation must have the approval of his consistory, which shall
continue to have supervision over him,

Article 17

a. A minister who is neither eligible for retirement nor worthy of discipline
may because of an intolerable situation existing between him and his church,
be released from active ministerial service in his congregation. The consistory
shall give such a release only with the approval of the classis with the con-
curring advice of the synodical deputies and in accordance with synodical
regulations.

b. The consistory shall provide for the support of a released minister in
such a way and for such a time as shall receive the approval of classis.

c. Eventually, if no call is forthcoming, he may at the discretion of classis
and the synod be completely released from his ministerial office.

Article 18

a. A minister who has reached retirement age, or who because of physical
or mental disability is incapable of performing the duties of his office, is eligible
for retirement. Retirement shall take place with the approval of the consistory
and classis and in accordance with synodical regulations.

b. A retired minister shall retain the honor and title of a minister of the
Word and his official connection with the church which he served last, and
this church shall be responsible for providing honorably for his support and
that of his dependents according to synodical regulations.

c. Should the reasons for his retirement no longer exist, the minister emeritus
shall request the consistory and classis which recommended him for retirement
—Cf. Second Supplement, VI.

to declare him eligible for call.
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Article 19

The churches shall maintain a theological seminary at which men are trained
for the ministry of the Word. The seminary shall be governed by synod through
a board of trustees appointed by synod and responsible to it. -

Article 20 o

The task of the ministers of the Word who are appointed as professors of
theology is to train the seminary students for the ministry of the Word, ex-
pound the Word of God, and vindicate sound doctrine against heresies and
€errors.

Article 21 ;

The churches shall encourage young men to seek to become ministers of the
Word and shall grant financial aid to those who are in need of it. Every classis
shall maintain a student fund.

Article 22

Students who have received licensure according to synodical regulations
shall be permitted to exhort in the public worship services.
—Cf. Second Supplement, VII.

C. THE ELDERS AND DEACONS

Article 23

The elders and deacons shall serve for a limited time as designated by the
consistory. As a rule a specified number of them shall retire from office each
year. The retiring office-bearers shall be succeeded by others unless the cir-
cumstances and the profit of the church make immediate eligibility for re-
election advisable. Elders and deacons who are thus re-elected shall be re-
installed.

Article 24

The elders, with the minister(s), shall have supervision over the congregation
and their fellow office-bearers, exercising admonition and discipline and seeing
to it that everything is done decently and in order. They shall, with the
minister(s), exercise pastoral care over the congregation, and engage in and
promote the work of evangelism.

Article 25

a, The task of the deacons is to administer Christian mercy toward those
who are in need, first of all toward those of the household of faith, but also
toward the needy in general. In executing this task they shall diligently
collect, administer, and distribute monies and other gifts, and shall serve the
distressed with counsel and assistance.

b. They shall enable the needy under their care to make use of Christian
institutions of mercy.
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c. They shall confer and co-operate with diaconates of neighboring churches
when this is desirable for the proper performance of their task.

d. They may also seck mutual understandings with other agencies in their
community which are caring for the needy, so that the gifts may be distributed

properly.

II. THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE CHURCH
A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 26

The assemblies of the church are: the consistory, the classis and the synod.
Article 27

a. Each assembly exercises, in keeping with its own character and domain,
the ecclesiastical authority entrusted to the church by Christ; the authority of
consistories being original, that of major assemblies being delegated.

b. The classis has the same authority over the consistory as the synod has
over the classis.

Article 28

a. These assemblies shall transact ecclesiastical matters only, and shall deal
with them in an ecclesiastical manner.

b. A major assembly shall deal only with those matters which concern its
churches in common or which could not be finished in the minor assemblies.

c. Matters referred by minor assemblies to major assemblies shall be pre-
sented in harmony with the rules for classical and synodical procedure.

—Cf. Second Supplement, VIII.
Article 29

Decisions of ecclesiastical assemblies shall be reached only upon due con-
sideration. The decisions of the assemblies shall be considered settled and
binding, unless it is proved that they conflict with the Word of God or the
Church Order.

Article 30

Assemblies and church members may appeal to the assembly next in order
if they believe that injustice has been done or that a decision conflicts with the
Word of God or the Church Order. Appellants shall observe all ecclesiastical
regulations regarding the manner and time of appeal.

—Cf. Second Supplement, IX.
Article 31 .

A request for revision of a decision shall be submitted to the assembly which
made the decision. Such a request shall be honored only if sufficient and new
grounds for reconsideration are presented.
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Article 32

a. The sessions of all assemblies shall begin and end with prayer.

b. In every assembly there shall be a president whose duty it shall be to
state and explain the business to be transacted, and to see to it that the stipu-
lations of the Church Order are followed and that everyone observes due order
and decorum in speaking. There shall also be a clerk whose task it shall be
to keep an accurate record of the proceedings. In major assemblies the above
named offices shall cease when the assembly adjourns.

c. Each assembly shall make proper provision for receiving communica-
tions, preparing agenda and acts, keeping files and archives, and conducting
the financial transactions of the assembly.

d. Each assembly shall provide for the safeguarding of its property through
proper incorporation,

Article 33

a. The assemblies may delegate to committees the execution of their de-
cisions or the preparation of reports for future consideration, They shall give
every committee a well-defined mandate, and shall require of them regular
and complete reports of their work.

b. Each classis shall appoint a classical interim committee, and synod shall
appoint a synodical interim committee, to act for them in matters which
cannot wait action by the assemblies themselves. Such committees shall be
given well-defined mandates and shall submit all their actions to'the next
meeting of the assembly for approval. '

Article 34

The major assemblies are composed of office-bearers who are delegated by
the constituent minor assemblies. The minor assemblies shall provide their
delegates with proper credentials which authorize them to deliberate and
vote on matters brought before the major assemblies. A delegate shall not vote
on any matter in which he himself or his church is particularly involved.

B. THE CONSISTORY

Article 35

a. In every church there shall be a consistory composed of the office-
bearers. The consistory is responsible for the general government of the
church.

b. Where the number of elders is at least four, a distinction may be made
between the general consistory, to which all office-bearers belong, and the
restricted consistory, in which the deacons do not participate.

c. When such a distinction is made, the supervision and discipline of the
congregation shall be vested in the restricted consistory. The work of Christian
mercy shall be the task of the deacons, who shall render account of their
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work to the general consistory. All other matters belong to the general con-
sistory.

Article 36

a. The consistory shall meet at least once a month, at a time and place
announced to the congregation. The meeting shall be presided over by the
minister, or in the absence of the minister by one of the elders.

b. The consistory, at least four times per year, shall exercise mutual cen-
sure, which concerns the performance of the official duties of the office-
bearers.

Article 37

The consistory, besides seeking the cooperation of the congregation in the
election of office-bearers, shall also invite its judgment about other major
matters, except those which pertain to the supervision and discipline of the
congregation. For this purpose the consistory shall call a meeting at least
annually of all members entitled to vote. Such a meeting shall be conducted
by the consistory, and only those matters which it presents shall be considered.
Although full consideration shall be given to the judgment expressed by the
congregation, the authority for making and carrying out final decisions remains
with the consistory as the governing body of the church.

Article 38

a. Groups of believers among whom no consistory can as yet be constituted
shall be under the care of a neighboring consistorv, designated by classis.

b. When a consistory is being constituted for the first time the approval of
classis is required.

C. THE CLASSIS

Article 39

A classis shall consist of a group of neighboring churches. The organizing
of a new classis and the redistricting of classes require the approval of synod.

Article 40

a. The consistory of each church shall delegate a minister and an elder to
the classis. If a church is without a minister, or the minister is prevented from
attending, two elders shall be delegated. Office-bearers who are not delegated
may also attend classis and may be given an advisory voice,

b. The classis shall meet at least every four months, unless great distances
render this impractical, at such a time and place as was determined by the
previous classical meeting.

c. The ministers shall either preside in rotation, or one shall be chosen to
preside; however, the same minister shall not be chosen twice in succession.
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Article 41

In order properly to assist the churches, the president, on behalf of classis,
shall among other things present the following questions to the delegates of
each church:

1. Are the consistory meetings regularly held in your church; and are they
held according to the needs of the congregation?

2. Is church discipline faithfully exercised?

3. Are the needy adequately cared for?

4. Does the consistory diligently promote the cause of Christian day schools?

5. Have you submitted to the Secretary for Home Missions the names and
addresses of all baptized and communicant members who have, since the last
meeting of classis, moved to where no Christian Reformed churches are
found?

Article 42

a. The classis shall appoint at least one committee composed of two of the
more experienced and competent ministers to visit all its churches once'a year

b. The church visitors shall ascertain whether the office-bearers faithfully
perform their duties, adhere to sound doctrine, observe the provisions of the
Church Order, and properly promote the edification of the congregation and
the extension of God’s kingdom. They shall fraternally admonish those who
have been negligent, and help all with advice and assistance.

¢. The churches are free to call on the church visitors whenever serious
problems arise.

d. The church visitors shall render to classis a written report of their work.

Article 43

The classis may grant the right to exhort within its bounds to men who are
gifted, well-informed, consecrated, and able to edify the churches. When the
urgent need for their services has been established, the classis shall examine
such men and license them as exhorters for a limited period of time.

Article 44

A classis may take counsel or joint action with its neighboring classis or
classes in matters of mutual concern.

D. THE SYNOD

Article 45

The synod is the assembly representing the churches of all the classes. Each
classis shall delegate two ministers and two elders to the synod.

Article 46

a. Synod shall meet annually, at a time and place determined by th_e previous
synod. Each synod shall designate a church to convene the following synod.
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b. The convening church, with the approval of the synodical interim com-
mittee, may czll a special session of synod, but only in very extraordinary
circumstances and with the observance of synodical regulations.

c. The officers of synod shall be elected and shall function in accordance
with the Rules for Synodical Procedure.

Article 47

The task of synod includes the adoption of the creeds, of the church order,
of the liturgical forms, of the psalter hymnal, and of the principles and elements
of the order of worship, as well as the designation of the Bible versions to be
used in the worship services.

No substantial alterations shall be effected by synod in these matters unless
the churches have had prior opportunity to consider the advisability of the
proposed changes.

Article 48

a. Upon the nomination of the classes, synod shall appoint ministers, one
from each classis to serve as synodical deputies for a term designated by synod.

. b. When the cooperation of the synodical deputies is required as stipulated
in the Church Order, the presence of at least three deputies from the nearest
classes shall be prescribed.

c. Besides the duties elsewhere stipulated, the deputies shall, upon request,
extend help to the classes in the event of difficulties in order that proper unity,
order, and sound doctrine may be maintained.

d. The synodical deputies shall submit a complete report of their actions
to the next synod.

Article 49

a. Synod shall appoint a committee to correspond with other Reformed
Churches so that the Christian Reformed Church may exercise Christian
fellowship with other denominations and may promote the unity of the Church
of Jesus Christ.

b. Synod shall decide which denominations are to be received into ecclesiasti-
cal fellowship, and shall establish the rules which govern these relationships.

Article 50

a. Synod shall send delegates to Reformed ecumenical synods in which the
Christian Reformed Church cooperates with other denominations which
confess and maintain the Reformed faith.

b. Synod may present to such gatherings matters on which it seeks the
judgment of the Reformed Churches throughout the world.

c. Decisions of Reformed ecumenical synods shall be binding upon the
Christian Reformed Church only when they have been ratified by its synod.
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III. THE TASK AND ACTIVITIES OF THE CHURCH
A. WORSHIP SERVICES

Article 51

a. The congregation shall assemble for worship at least twice on the Lord’s
day to hear God’s Word, to receive the sacraments, to engage in praise and
prayer, and to present gifts of gratitude.

b. Worship services shall be held in observance of Christmas, Good Friday,
Easter, Ascension Day, and Pentecost, and ordinarily on Old and New Year’s
Day, and annual days of prayer and thanksgiving.

c. Special worship services may be proclaimed in times of great stress or
blessing for church, nation, or world.

Article 52

a. The consistory shall regulate the worship services.

b. The consistory shall see to it that the synodically-approved Bible versions,
liturgical forms, and songs are used, and that the principles and elements of
the order of worship approved by synod are observed.

c. The consistory shall see to it that if choirs or others sing in the worship
services, they observe the synodical regulations governing the content of the

hymns and anthems sung. —QCf. Second Supplement, X.

Article 53

a. The ministers of the Word shall conduct the worship services.

b. Persons licensed to exhort and anyone appointed by the consistory to read
a sermon may conduct worship services, They shall, however, refrain from all
official acts of the ministry.

c. Only sermons approved by the consistory shall be read in the worship
services,

Article 54

a. In the worship services the minister of the Word shall officially explain
and apply Holy Scripture.

b. At one of the services each Lord’s day, the minister shall ordinarily preach
the Word as summarized in the Heidelberg Catechism, following its sequence.

Article 55

The sacraments shall be administered upon the authority of the consistory,
in the public worship service, by the minister of the Word, with the use of
the prescribed forms.

Article 56

The covenant of God shall be sealed to children of believers by holy baptism.
The consistory shall see to it that baptism is requested and administered as
soon as feasible.
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Article 57

Adul_ts who have not been baptized shall receive holy baptism upon pubiic
profession of faith. The Form for the Baptism of Adults shall be used for
such public professions.

Article 58

The ba.pt'ism of one who comes from another Christian denomination shall
be held valid if it has been administered in the name of the Triune God, by
someone authorized by that denomination.

Article 59

a. Members by baptism shall be admitted to the Lord’s Supper upon a
public profession of Christ according to the Reformed creeds, with the use

of the prescribed form. Before the profession of faith the consistory shall .

examine them concerning their motives, doctrine, and conduct. The names of
those who are to be admitted to the Lord’s Supper shall be announced to the
congregation for approval at least one Sunday before the public profession
of faith,

b. Confessing members coming from other Christian Reformed congregations
shall be admitted to communicant membership upon the presentation of cer-
tificates of membership attesting their soundness in doctrine and life. The
same rule shall apply to those coming from other denominations with which
the Christian Reformed Church maintains full ecclesiastical fellowship.

c. Persons coming from denominations other than those mentioned above
shall be admitted to communicant membership only after the consistory has
examined them concerning doctrine and conduct. The consistory shall de-
termine in each case whether public profession of faith shall be required. Their
names shall be announced to the congregation for approval.

Article 60
a. The Lord’s Supper shall be administered at least once every three months.

b. The consistory shall provide for such administrations as it shall judge
most conducive to edification. However, the ceremonies as prescribed in God's
Word shall not be changed.

c. The Lord’s Supper shall ordinarily be preceded by a preparatory sermon
and followed by an applicatory sermon.

Article 61

a. The publi(:, prayers in the worship services shall include adoration, con-
fession, thanksgiving, supplication, and intercession for all Christendom and
all men.

b. In the ministry of prayer the approved liturgical prayers may be used.

Article 62

In the worship services Christian alms shall be received regularly.
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B. CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION

Article 63

Each church shall instruct its youth—and others who are interested—in the
teaching of the Scriptures as formulated in the creeds of the church, in order
to prepare them to profess their faith publicly and to assume their Christian
responsibilities in the church and in the world.

Article 64

a. Catechetical instruction shall be supervised by the consistory.

b. The instruction shall be given by the minister of the Word with the help,
if necessary, of the elders and others appointed by the consistory.

¢. The Heidelberg Catechism and its Compendium shall be the basis of
instruction. Selection of additional instructional helps shall be made by the
minister in consultation with the consistory.

C. PASTORAL CARE

Article 65

Pastoral care shall be exercised over all the members of the congregation.
The minister of the Word and the elders shall conduct annual home visitation,
and faithfully visit the sick, the distressed, the shut-ins, and the erring. They
shall encourage the members to live by faith, comfort them in adversity, and
warn them against errors in doctrine and life.

Article 66

a. Confessing members who remove to another Christian Reformed church
are entitled to a certificate, issued by the consistory, concerning their doctrine
and life. When such certificates of membership are requested, they shall or-
dinarily be mailed to the church of their new residence.

b. Members by baptism who remove to another Christian Reformed church
shall upon proper request be granted a certificate of baptism, to which such
notations as are necessary shall be attached. Such certificates shall as a rule
be mailed to the church of their new residence.

¢. Ecclesiastical certificates shall be signed by the president and clerk of the
consistory.

Article 67

Members who move to localities where there is no Christian Reformed
church may, upon their request, either retain their membership in the church
of their former residence, or have their certificates sent to the nearest Christian
Reformed church.

Article 68

Each church shall keep a complete record of all births, deaths, baptisms,
professions of faith, receptions and dismissals of members, and excommunica-
tions and other terminations of membership.
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Article 69

a. Consistories shall instruct and admonish those under their spiritual care
to marry only in the Lord.

b. Christian marriages should be solemnized with appropriate admonitions,
promises, and prayers, as provided for in the official Form. Marriages may be
solemnized either in a worship service, or in private gatherings of relatives
and friends.

c. Ministers shall not solemnize marriages which would be in conflict with
the Word of God.

Article 70

Funerals are not ecclesiastical but family affairs, and should be conducted
accordingly.

Article 71
The c?nsistory shall diligently encourage the members of the congregation
to establish and maintain good Christian schools, and shall urge parents to

have their children instructed in these schools according to the demands of
the covenant.

Article 72

The consistory shall promote societies within the congregation for the study
of God’s Word and shall serve especially the youth organizations with counsel
and assistance. All such societies are under the supervision of the consistory.

D. MISSIONS

Article 73

a. In obedience to Christ’s great commission, the churches must bring the
gospel to all men at home and abroad, in order to lead them into fellowship
with Christ and His Church.

b. In fulfilling this mandate, each consistory shall stimulate the members
of the congregation to be witnesses for Christ in word and deed, and to support
the work of home and foreign missions by their interest, prayers, and gifts.

Article 74
a. Each church shall bring the gospel to unbelievers in its own community.
This task shall be sponsored and governed by the consistory.

b. This task may be executed, when conditions warrant, in cooperation with
one or more neighboring churches.

Article 75

The classes shall, whenever necessary, assist the churches in their local
evazngellstlc programs. The classes themselves may perform this work of evan-
gelism when it is beyond the scope and resources of the local churches. To

CHURCH ORDER 15

administer these tasks each classis shall have a classical home missions com-
mittee.

Article 76

a. Synod shall encourage and assist congregations and classes in their work
of evangelism, and shall also carry on such home mission activities as are
beyond the scope and resources of minor assemblies.

b. To administer these activities synod shall appoint a denominational home
missions committee, whose work shall be controlled by synodical regulations.

—Cf. Second Supplement, XI.

Article 77

a. Synod shall determine the field in which the joint foreign mission work
of the churches is to be carried on, regulate the manner in which this task is
to be performed, provide for its cooperative support, and encourage the con-
gregations to call and support missionaries.

b. To administer these activities synod shall appoint a denominational
foreign missions committee, whose work shall be controlled by synodical regu-

lations. —Cf. Second Supplement, XII.

IV. THE ADMONITION AND DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH
A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 78
a. The admonition and discipline of the church are spiritual in character
and therefore require the use of spiritual means.

b. The exercise of admonition and discipline by the consistory does not
preclude the responsibility of the believers to watch over and to admonish one
another in love.

Article 79
The purpose of the admonition and discipline of the church is to maintain

the honor of God, to restore the sinner, and to remove offense from the Church
of Christ.

Article 80

All members of the congregation are subject in both doctrine and life to the
admonition and discipline of the church.

Article 81

Commission of sins which give public offense or which are brought to the
attention of the consistory according to the rule of Matthew 18:15-17 shall
make one liable to the discipline of the church.

e 000
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Article 82

Disciplinary measures shall be applied only after an adequate investigation
has been made and the member involved has had ample opportunity to present
his case.

B. THE ADMONITION AND DISCIPLINE OF MEMBERS

Article 83

a. Members by baptism who wilfully neglect to make public profession of
faith, or are delinquent in doctrine or life, and do not heed the admonitions
of the consistory shall be dealt with in accordance with the regulations of
Synod and, if they persist in their sin, shall be excluded from the Church of
Christ.

b. Members by baptism who have been excluded from the church and who
later repent of their sin shall be received again into the church only upon
public profession of faith.

Article 84

Confessing members who have offended in doctrine or in life and who have
responded favorably to the admonitions of the consistory shall be reconciled to
the church upon sufficient evidence of repentance. The method of reconcili-
ation is to be determined by the consistory.

Article 85

Confessing members who have offended in doctrine or in life and who ob-
stinately reject the admonitions of the consistory shall be barred from partaking
of the Lord’s Supper, responding to the baptismal questions, and exercising
any other rights of membership,

Article 86

a. Confessing members who have been barred from the Lord’s Supper and
who after repeated admonitions show no signs of repentance shall be excom-
municated from the Church of Christ. The Form for Excommunication shall
be used for this purpose.

b. The consistory, before excommunicating anyone, shall make three an-
nouncements in which the nature of the offense and the obstinancy of the
sinner are explained and the congregation is urged to pray for him and to ad-
monish him. In the first announcement the name of the sinner shall not be
mentioned. In the second, with the approval of the classis, his name shall be
mentioned. In the third the congregation shall be informed that unless the
sinner repents he will be excommunicated on a specified date.

Article 87

When anyone who has been excommunicated desires to become reconciled
to the church, the consistory, having satisfied itself as to the sincerity of his
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repentance, shall announce these developments to the congregation. If no valid
objections are presented, he shall be restored to the fellowship of the Church
of Christ. The Form for Readmission shall be used for this purpose.

C. THE ADMONITION AND DISCIPLINE OF OFFICE-BEARERS

Article 88

a. Ministers, elders, and deacons, besides being subject to general discipline,
are also subject to special discipline, which consists of suspension and depo-
sition from office.

b. General discipline shall not be applied to an office-bearer unless he has
first been suspended from office.

Article 89

a. Special discipline shall be applied to office-bearers if they violate the
Form of Subscription, are guilty of neglect or abuse of office, or in any way
seriously deviate from sound doctrine and godly conduct.

b. The appropriate assembly shall determine whether, in a given instance,
deposition from office shall take place immediately, without previous sus-
pension,

Article 90

a. The suspension of a minister of the gospel shall be imposed by the con-
sistory of his church with the concurring judgment of the consistory of the
nearest church in the same classis.

b. If the neighboring consistory fails to concur in the position of the con-
sistory of the minister involved, the latter consistory shall either alter its original
judgment or present the case to classis.

c. The deposition of a minister shall not be effected without the approval
of classis together with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies.

Article 91

a. The suspension or deposition of an elder or deacon shall be imposed by
the consistory with the concurring judgment of the consistory of the nearest
church in the same classis.

b. If the neighboring consistory fails to concur in the position of the con-
sistory of the elder or deacon involved, the latter consistory shall either alter
its original judgment or present the case to classis.

Article 92

a. A minister of the Word whose membership resides with a congregation
other than his calling church is subject to the admonition and discipline of the
consistories of both churches. Either consistory may initiate disciplinary action,
but neither shall act without conferring with the other,




18 CHURCH ORDER 19

ll;: If ;ile c}t:nfsist;l“ies d.islagree, the case shall be submitted to the classis of the Present Church Order Previous Church Order
calling churc. or lSPOS]thn. A?‘f-ide AT#!‘CJ{?
Article 93 4. .4, 22, 24,

a. The suspension of an office-bearer shall be lifted only upon sufficient } ‘2 - 53, 54.
evidence of repentance. 7'

b. The lifting of suspension is the prerogative of the assembly which imposed 8. g 9
suspension. 9° 4’ 5'

10. . 5,
Article 94 11. Ig, %

a. A deposed office-bearer shall not be restored unless he gives sufficient 12. 7.
evidence of genuine repentance. It must further be evident that, should he be 13. 6.
restored to office, he could then serve without being hindered in his work by W « « w & s o« wow s 100 IR
the handicap of his past sin and that his restoration would be to the glory of 15, o & woow & w6 w1k
God and for the true welfare of the church. 6. . . . . . ... . 14

b. The judgment as to whether a deposed minister shall subsequently be e s o wm oo @ o omow 3k
declared eligible for call shall be made by the classis in which he was deposed, 18, ¢ 5 o v 00w w18,
together with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies. ég g R WE R R o m o

S oW 5w B b3 @ 8.

2l v s s ow @ 5 o5 w e 1M

CONCLUSION 2 v v s oww w5 s w2

Article 95 28 & o e v W o oa o 27

No church shall in any way lord it over another church, and no office-bearer 2. o o . v o ow w25
shall lord it over another office-bearer. 25. . . . . . . . . . 2526

T R
Article 96 g; - {8
This Church Order, having been adopted by common consent, shall be 29' k% Eowod A ow 3
faithfully observed, and any revision thereof shall be made only by synod. 30’ D B g{
8L . . . ... ... 46
FIRST SUPPLEMENT I;g o owow oo e e e o 28,32, 34, .35, 45,
The present Church Order cross-referenced with the previous Church % . . . . 33 41
Order by mandate of Synod. (Cf. Acts of Synod 1965, p. 96.) 5. . . . . .. . . .8
(In this listing the numbers of the articles of the present Church Order 36 « & ¢ v 4w . . . 37, 81
and of the previous Church Order corresponding as to content have 85 5 @ 4 8 oE W § .2
been placed opposite one another. A number of articles in the present 838: 5 v ¢ ¢ 4 ow e ¢ o« 88 89
Church Order have no direct counterparts in the previous Church 89 < @ v o8 o3 a5 o @l
Order. Consequently their space in the second column have been left M G owE R e 8o w5, 42
blank.) B % % 6 5 % 5 m oo o« L,
Present Church Order Previous Church Order { ig 44
Article Article 44 L
Eowoww aww dow s L 49, w2 mowm w W wn v w00
R 46.,........50?

By v o oww v ow a3 wom Db 47.




21
20

Present Church Order Previous Church Order gé a.Fw % mim s s M
Article Article 93: R
48. . . . . . . . . .4 9%, . . .. ... ..
49, . . . . ... | 95. . . . . . . . . .84
50, . . . e e e 96, . . : i s . & @ s 86
Bl, w o & & % & @ w « 006567
B9 . v o s o o= o2 oo B9
58: i s & & % oW & % s ” SECOND SUPPLEMENT
gg . . 58, 62. A listing of synodical regulations referred to in certain
56, . . . . . . . . . 36 Church Order articles. (Cf. Acts of Synod 1965, p. 96.)
57. o « « = w s w0 s e 2% .
58. . . . . o . e y .
5. . . . . . . . . . bL Regarding Article 6
B0, . . » 5 % 8 % 5 w 0263 64 A. The Synod of 1924 adopted the following decision:
61, . v 5 % @ ¥ & @ W “Students having studied theology at other seminaries, shall at least take the
B . 5 o5 o s ¥ % a0 senior year at our seminary before they shall be declared eligible for call in our
63. churches.” (Translated) (Cf. Acts 1924, p. 38.)
| 64 . . . . ... o B. The Synod of 1961, which assigned the task of examining applicants for
| 65. . . . ... g candidacy to the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary, adopted,
86 « s« 4 om oy ow oo e B among other provisions, also the following:
il g; A A 60. “5. That non-regular students shall also be declared candidates by Synod
69. oo o 70 after being interviewed by the board. Recommendations regarding academic
S AR 65. ; qualifications, doctrinal soundness, spiritual fitness, and personality are to be
W x o wowow e o ¥ presented to the board by the Calvin Seminary faculty and by the faculties of
o e e e e 2L such schools where the applicant has studied.” (Cf. Acts 1961, p. 55.)
W s See also points 7 and 8 of the resolutions of the Synod of 1961, listed in con-
AT nection with Article 10 in this Supplement. Point 8 gives the schedule for
4 oo classical examinations.
T8: 5 @5 6 % © w5 @ ® % o
;g T e B KRS R R 51 Regarding Article 7
78: T EEE A. The Synod of 1922 adopted the following regulations regarding those
19 o w0 v w 0 w0 o« & 5 Bk who apply for candidacy by way of Article 7:
80. . . . . . . ... “l. If anyone wishes to be admitted to the ministry of the Word in accor-
8l . . . . .. .. . 12,7374 dance with article 8 (now article 7) he should apply to his consistory and after
89, . . . . ... | that to the Classis. Together with the delegates of examination from the neigh-
83, . . . . boring Classes, the Classis shall first of all examine the written credentials of
84 s, the consistory concerning the required qualifications as stated in Article 8 (now
85' T . 7. ' Art. 7) and thereupon the Classis itself shall proceed to examine him to ascer-
8 6' il X 6. 7. tain whether these qualifications be present. If the preliminary judgment is
T 7 gt Bl S 78, favorable, the petitioner is to be given the right, for some time, to exhort in
Bl v v o 0 owmon s s y 9' vacant churches within the Classis. He shall also exhort a few times in churches
BE. » o 5 0w x v e o that are not vacant in the presence of the respective ministers of these churches.
ag- € & oW BoW o 23 The length of this period of probation is to be determined by Classis.

e e -




22

2. At the close of the period of probation, the Classis, together with the
aforesaid delegates for examination, shall take a final decision regarding the
petitioner’s “exceptional gifts.” If the decision is in the affirmative, the Classis
shall subject the petitioner to a preparatory examination in the following sub-
jects: a. Exegesis of the Old and New Testaments, b. Bible History, c. Dog-
matics, d. General and American Church History.

3. If the examination is favorable to the petitioner, he shall be declared
eligible for a call.

4. The final Classical (peremptoir) examination follows later in accordance
with existing regulations, excepting the ancient languages.” (Cf. Agendum
1920, pp. 26, 27; Acts 1922, pp. 72, 73.) (Translated)

B. The Synod of 1947 adopted the following declarations regarding the
admittance to the ministry by way of Article 7:

“1. Synod reminds the churches that Article 8 (now Article 7) of the Church
Order was adopted in a time when there was a dire need for ministers of the
Word. This article should function only in case of great need.

2. The “gifts” mentioned in Article 8 (now Article 7) should be possessed
by a candidate in a very exceptional measure. No one should be considered
unless he has extraordinary qualities.

3. Not only the qualifications mentioned in Article 8 (Now Article 7) should
be considered but such a candidate should also possess exceptional knowledge
of the Word, knowledge of spiritual needs, and native ability to apply the
Word.

4. This article should never be used as a means to ordain all lay workers
who may desire such, and whose prestige would be increased by such action.
The churches are reminded that the regular door to the ministry is a thorough
academic training. This must be maintained in theory and practice.” (Cf. Acts
1947, p. 94.)

C. To meet the special needs for native workers on the Indian Mission field,
the Synod of 1958 adopted the following advice of the Christian Reformed
Board of Foreign Missions:

“l. That the following be the method by which the ordination of native
workers is to be effected:

a. That capable men, who feel the call to the Gospel Ministry, be en-
couraged to pursue the regular course of study for ordination.

b. That those who are not able to pursue that course, and who possess ex-
ceptional gifts, be advised to seek ordination under the pattern prescribed by
Article 8') of the Church Order, and make known their desire to their con-
sistory, or Indian General Conference, where no consistory exists.

1) Article 8 has since the adoption of the above advice become Article 7, and should
be thus read in every instance of the quoted material.
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2. For those seeking ordination by way of Art. 8, C. O., the following pro-
cedure is recommended :

~ a. The written credentials of the consistory or General Conference concern-
ing the required qualifications stated in Article 8 are to be forwarded to Classis
Rocky Mountain.

h.- Upon receipt of application, together with the recommendation of the
consistory or the favorable advice of the General Conference, the classis, in
conjunction with the synodical delegates, shall determine whether it considers
the aspirant eligible for further examination under Article 8.

c. If the preliminary judgment is favorable, the applicant will be instructed
to speak a word of edification at several of the preaching centers on the Indian
Field in the presence of the missionary and in at least two of the churches of
classis in the presence of the ministers of these churches. Classis shall regulate
these appointments and determine the length of this period of probation.

d. At the termination of this period of probation the classis, in conjunction
with the synodical delegates, shall take a final decision regarding the qualifi-
cations of the candidate. If the decision is in the affirmative, then the classis
shall give the applicant a preliminary examination in the following branches:
(1) Exegesis of the English Old and New Testaments; (2) Bible History; (3)
Dogmatics; (4) Church History; (5) Practica.

e. The missionary of the applicant as representative of Indian General Con-
fcrffnce shall be present in an advisory capacity at those sessions of classis in
which the case of the applicant is being considered.

f. If the applicant is successful in the examination he is declared eligible to
a call.

g The examination for ordination follows later according to existing rules,
except in the classical languages.”?) (Cf. Acts 1958, pp. 87, 88.)

III

Regarding Article 8

A. The Synod of 1916 adopted the following statement regarding the no-
minating of ministers who have served their present churches less than two
years:

“The Synod judges that consistories of vacant churches when nominating,
should not place in nomination the names of ministers who have served their
present churches less than two years, unless there are very special and weighty
reasons. And if the counselor deems it necessary, in the name of classis, to
approve a nomination bearing the name of a minister having served his present

church less than two years, he shall give account of such action to the classis.”
(Translated) (Cf. Acts 1916, p. 29.)

2) The grounds for these decisions may be found on p. 88 of the Acts of Synod 1958.
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B. The Synod of 1906 reformulated an earlier ruling regarding the calling
of the same minister by the same vacant church within a year as follows:

“Calling the same minister twice for the same vacancy may not take place
within a year without the advice of classis.” (Translated) (Cf. Acts 1906,

p. 16.)

C. The Synod of 1962 appointed a study committee with the mandate to
“review again past synodical rules regarding the admission of ministers from
other denominations and to submit an orderly set of regulations to the 1963
Synod. Where contradictions or ambiguities exist, the committee shall present
clear-cut recommendations designed to resolve the present confusion according
to basic reformed church polity.”

As a result of the labors of this 1962 committee, the Synod of 1963 adopted
the following set of regulations regarding the calling and admitting of ministers
from other denominations:

“A. When Initiated by Action of the Consistory (C.O. 5)

1. Ministers from other denominations may be called by Christian Reformed
churches in exceptional cases.

9. Before a consistory nominates a minister from another denomination it
must:

a. Establish that there is a pressing local need.

b. Establish that the needs of the local church can best be met by the pro-
posed nominee.

c. Obtain the approval of classis or of the counselor in the name of classis.

d. Obtain the approval of three Synodical Deputies who shall have conferred
with each other before rendering their advice (by mail if necessary).

3. Classes and Synodical Deputies shall give objective consideration to such
proposed nominations, seeking to be entirely faithful to established regulations
and furnishing reasons in the event of disapproval.

4. Synodical Deputies shall use the following criteria for approving or dis-
approving the proposed nominee:

a. Soundness of doctrine.

b. Sanctity of life.

c. Knowledge and appreciation of Christian Reformed practice and usage.

d. Sufficient formal education. The nominee shall submit a diploma, or
statement of credits, from an accredited college and recognized seminary to
indicate his scholastic attainment. A measure of discretionary power is granted
the classis in connection with the matter of scholastic attainment of the nomi-
nee, but when such power is exercised by Classis, it shall be in consultation
with the Synodical Deputies. Only when Classis and the Synodical Deputies
are agreed may the nominee be approved.

e. Need of calling other than Christian Reformed ministers.

5. When ministers from foreign countries are being proposed for nomination,
the Synodical Deputies shall use the following additional standards:

a. Ability to speak or to learn the English language.
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b. Ability to adjust to the American-Canadian situation.
c. Age limit of 40 as a general rule.

. 6. When a congregation decides to call a minister from another denomina-
tion, the consistory shall include with the call letter a transcript (available from
the stated clerk of Synod) of these deliverances:

a. The position of the Christian Reformed Church, taken in 1867 and 1881,
regarding oath-bound societies.

b. The doctrinal deliverances on common grace of 1924 and 1959-1961.

c. The resolutions of 1928 and 1951 relating to worldly amusements. The
consistory shall inform the pastor-elect that acceptance of the call implies his
promise to abide by these deliverances in the exercise of his ministerial office
in the Christian Reformed Church.

7. Before a pastor-elect from another denomination may be installed, the
consistory must arrange with the Classis for a “Colloquium Doctum” to be
conducted. When the Classis and the Synodical Deputies are satisfied with the
results of this colloquium, the pastor-elect is admitted to our denomination and
may be installed. Classes are encouraged to conduct a “Colloquium Doctum”
with ministers from sister churches.

B. When Initiated by Action of the Individual Minister (C. O. 9)

1. A minister of another denomination desiring to be declared eligible for a
call in the Christian Reformed Church shall make application to the Christian
Reformed classis in which, or nearest which, his field of labor is located.

2. The approval of three Synodical Deputies shall be obtained before the
classis shall proceed to honor the request of the applicant.

3. A Classis and Synodical Deputies, considering such a request, must be
convinced that there is in the Christian Reformed Church a need which the
applicant is qualified to fulfill.

4. Classis and the Synodical Deputies shall give objective consideration to
such requests, seeking to be entirely faithful to established regulations and
furnishing reasons in the event of disapproval.

5. The minister making application to be declared eligible for a call, shall
present the following documents to the classis or classical committee in ample
time so that the documents may be examined and considered in consultation
with the Synodical Deputies prior to the classical examination:

a. A testimonial from his consistory or classis, session or presbytery, con-
cerning his purity of doctrine and sanctity of life. It is conceivable that just
because the applicant is loyal to the Word and Creeds that he is adjudged per-
sona non grata by his own ecclesiastical assemblies and that he would not be
granted such a testimonial. Should such be the case a careful preliminary
investigation must be made by the Classis in consultation with the Synodical
Deputies. The report of this investigation if satisfactory to the Classis and
Synodical Deputies, will serve under such circumstances in lieu of the testi-
monial.
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b. A diploma, or statement of credits, from an accredited college and recog-
nized seminary to indicate the scholastic attainment of the applicant. A measure
of discretionary power is granted the classis in connection with the matter of
scholastic attainment of the applicant, but when such power is exercised by
classis, it shall be in consultation with the Synodical Deputies. Only when both
Classis and Synodical Deputies are agreed, may the applicant be examined.

c. A statement of health from a recognized physician.

6. The various documents and reports having been presented and adjudged
satisfactory by Classis and the Synodical Deputies, the applicant must submit
to a careful examination regarding his soundness in the Reformed faith and
the exemplariness of his life. Classis in conjunction with the Synodical Deputies
shall determine whether the applicant shall submit to a “Colloquium Doctum”
or a full classical examination.

7. The following criteria shall be applied for approving or disapproving the
applicant:

a. Soundness of doctrine.

b. Sanctity of life.

c. Knowledge and appreciation of Christian Reformed practice and usage.

8. Before Classis may declare the applicant eligible for call in our churches,
Classis shall furnish him with a transcript of these deliverances:

a. The position of the Christian Reformed Church taken in 1867 and 1881
regarding oath-bound societies.

b. The doctrinal deliverances on common grace of 1924 and 1959-1961.

¢. The resolutions of 1928 and 1951 relating to worldly amusements.

The applicant must give his promise to abide by these deliverances in the
exercise of his ministerial office.

9. The applicant, having sustained the examination, having received the
approbation of the Synodical Deputies, and having given his promise to abide
by the deliverances mentioned above, may now be declared eligible for call.
No further examination or “Colloquium Doctum” will be required of the min-
ister thus declared eligible.” (Cf. Acts 1963, pp. 21-24.)

v

Regarding Article 9
Synodical regulations which pertain to Article 9 are the same as those listed
under Article 8.

A%

Regarding Article 10

The Synod of 1959 adopted a proposal reading as follows: “Synod dis-
continue the examination of men aspiring to candidacy in the Christian Re-
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formed Church by Synod at its annual sessions.” The Synod of 1961 imple-
mented this decision of 1959 by adopting the following resolutions: (Cf. Acts
1959, p. 88; Acts 1961, pp. 54-56.)

“1. That students of Calvin Seminary be interviewed for candidacy to the
ministry in the Christian Reformed Church by the Board of Trustees of Calvin
College and Seminary,

2. That the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary submit its
recommendations and report on the interviews for candidacy to Synod, and
Synod will declare students of Calvin Seminary candidates for the ministry in
the Christian Reformed Church.

3. That the seminary faculty shall present to the Board of Trustees a com-
plete statement of the student’s academic qualifications and a recommendation
regarding doctrinal soundness, spiritual fitness, and personality.

Grounds:

a. The seminary faculty has the responsibility of judging a student’s academic
qualifications,

b. The seminary faculty, by its close relationship with the student for three
years, is in a position to give a meaningful recommendation concerning a stu-
dent’s doctrinal soundness, spiritual fitness, and personality.

4. That both the faculty and board shall seek ways for more intimate contact
with the students during their seminary training,

Grounds:

a. This will be advantageous to the student as well as to the board and
faculty.

b. This will make the faculty’s recommendation and the board’s interview
more meaningful.

5. That non-regular students shall also be declared candidates by Synod
after being interviewed by the board. Recommendations regarding academic
qualifications, doctrinal soundness, spiritual fitness, and personality are to be
presented to the board by the Calvin Seminary faculty and by the faculties
of such schools where the applicant has studied.

Ground: The method should be the same for non-regular and for regular
students because the goal is the same,

6. That candidacy shall be for the period of one year,

Grounds:

a. This is sufficient time for all candidates to rececive calls to the churches
under normal conditions.

b. If a call has not been received during this year, it will be for the profit of
all concerned that the board again interview the individual.

7. That Synod emphasize the importance of the examination for ordination
by the classis in which the calling church is located after a candidate has ac-
cepted a ~all.
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Grounds:

a. This examination is an integral part of the lawful calling as outlined in
Art. 4 of the Church Order.

b. There has been a danger of considering this examination superfluous
when Synod conducted a previous examination.

8. That Synod adopt the following regulations for classical examination
for ordination:

a. Examination in Introduction and the six loci of dogmatics, allowing at
least 15 minutes for the examination in each locus, including Scriptural proof.

b. Examination in Ethics.

c. Examination in Church History, including the history of the Christian
Reformed Church.

d. Examination in Christian Reformed Church Polity.

e. Examination in the Knowledge of the Scriptures.

f. Examination in exegesis of both the Old and New Testament. Passages
of both Old and New Testament should be assigned the candidate at least
three weeks prior to the examination.

g. Examination in the Knowledge of the Standards.

h. Examination in Practica.

The candidate is to prepare a sermon on a text assigned by classis. A copy
of this sermon is to be submitted to the sermon critics two weeks before the
examination, The sermon is to be presented orally before classis, the length of
this presentation to be left to the discretion of classis. The sermon critics shall
discuss the sermon with the candidates prior to the examination in the other
branches. —Cf. Second Supplement, V.

VI

Regarding Article 18

A. The Synod of 1956 decided “That ministers shall have the privilege of
retiring at the age of 65 years.” (Cf. Acts 1956, p. 19.)

B. The Synod of 1922 adopted the following resolution:

“The Synod resolve that our Professors shall retire at the age of 70 years.”
(Cf. Acts 1922, p. 14.)

C. The Synod of 1960 adopted the following resolution:

“Synod decide that the ministerial professors in college and seminary be
granted the privilege of honorable retirement with full retirement benefits at
the age of 63, if they so desire.” (Cf. Acts 1960, p. 53.)

VII

Regarding Article 22
A. The Synod of 1936 adopted the following Rules for Licensure:

1. The Board of Trustees of Galvin College and Seminary may grant licen-
sure to conduct religious services in our church only to such as:
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a. Are enrolled as regular students in our Seminary.

b. Have successfully passed the final examinations of the Junior year in the
Seminary.

2. The Board shall not grant licensure to such students till it has made sure
of the following with respect to each applicant:

a. That he is a member in good standing in our churches.

b. That he has spiritual qualifications necessary for the ministry, and that
he considers himself called of God to prepare himself for the office of min-
istering the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

c¢. That he intends to enter the ministry of the Christian Reformed Church.

d. That he has sufficient knowledge of the Bible, and especially of our Re-
formed principles to act as a guide to others.

e. That he speak acceptably and to the edification of the churches. It is left
to the discretion of the Board, however, whether it will obtain this information
by consulting the Seminary Faculty or by examining the applicants.

3. The Board has the right to extend the licensure of those who want to take
post-graduate work, but with the understanding:

a. That this privilege is to be granted only to such who are taking post-
graduate work in theology, and declare that it is their definite intention to
enter the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church.

b. That this extension is valid for no more than one year.

c. That further extension may be given at the end of the first year in case
the applicant makes his request in writing, and at the end of the second year
if he appears in person and is willing to submit to another examination (the
latter part of rule 3¢ does not apply to those who are taking post-graduate work
in theology outside of the United States or Canada.

4. The Board is obliged to revoke the licensure:

a. Of those who have completed their theological studies but have failed to
take steps to enter into the sacred ministry of the Word.

b. Of those undergraduates who either discontinue their studies or fail to
enroll again at the Seminary. (Cf. Arts 1936, pp. 46-48.)

B. The Synod of 1961 adopted the following recommendation regarding
the licensure of foreign students:

“That Synod approve the following decisions of the Board of Trustees re
licensure of foreign students studying at Calvin Seminary:

1. Must be a communicant member of a sound Reformed Church and must
be a regular or special student at our seminary.

2. Must have sufficient training at our school so that the faculty can recom-
mend him, as to his academic competence and ability to speak fluent English.
3. Must have completed the course in homiletics required of our students

or passed an equivalent course in some other school, and must demonstrate his
ability to exhort to the satisfaction of our professor in Homiletics.

—r——— . g
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4. The request for licensure must be sent to the secretary of the board.

5. The board or its executive committee must interview the applicant.

6. The exhorting of the student must be under the auspices of the school;
he must not make his own arrangements.

7. Licensure will be in force while he is a student at school. Extension of
licensure must be made by special application.” (Cf. Acts 1961, pp. 46-48.)

VIII

Regarding Article 28

The Synod of 1952 adopted a set of “Rules for Synodical Procedure.” Page
10 of this booklet, which deals with the subject, “Matters legally before Synod,”
was amended by the Synod of 1959. This 10th page is reproduced under
Article 30 of this supplement.

IX

Regarding Article 30

See remarks above under Article 28. Page 10 of the Rules referred to fol-
lows:

MatTERSs LEcALLY BEFORE SyNop
A. Reports of Committees, including Boards, appointed by previous Synods.

B. Overtures or communications of individuals or Consistories which have
been carried as far as possible in the minor assemblies.

C. Appeals or protests of Consistories or individual members who cannot
yield to classical decisions and who have given notice of such appeals or pro-
tests to the Classes concerned.

D. Overtures or communications which have failed to gain the endorsement
of Classis but which the Consistory or individual sponsoring the same desires
to submit for Synod’s consideration.

E. Overtures or communications of individuals when they have been unable
first to present them to Consistory and Classis. Such matters shall be received
as information, provided that the Stated Clerk of Synod receives evidence that
it was impossible for the communicant to present his matter to Consisiory and
Classis. Synod shall decide for itself whether it shall act upon such matters
received as information.

F. No overtures or study reports received by the Stated Clerk after March 15
shall be considered for decision by Synod, except those overtures which deal
with matters relevant to reports found in the printed Agenda. Any other over-
ture or study report shall be considered only by special decision of Synod on
the basis of the most weighty grounds. (Acts 1957, Art. 60.)
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The Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary, General Committee
for Home Missions, Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions, and the
Back to God Hour Committee are permitted to file a Supplementary Report
after March 15, and these Boards are urged to incorporate as much of their
materials as possible in the printed Agenda, and matters for the Supplementary
Reports be held to the lowest possible minimum, (Acts 1957, Art. 60.)

G. All other matters which Synod by a majority vote declares acceptable.
(Cf. Acts 1959, p. 23.)

X

Regarding Article 52

A. Regarding the singing of psalms and of hymns in the worship services
the Synods of 1930 and 1932 decided the following:

Synod of 1930 instructed a study committee “to formulate a revision of
Article 69 in such a way that the singing of the 150 Psalms of David shall
remain a requirement for our public worship, but that our churches shall have
the freedom also to sing a greater number of synodically approved hymns. .. .”

And the Synod of 1932 adopted the following revision of Church Order
Article 69:

“In the churches only the 150 Psalms of David and the collection of Hymns

for church use, approved and adopted by Synod, shall be sung, However,

while the singing of the Psalms in divine worship is a requirement, the use of
the approved Hymns is left to the freedom of the churches.”

B. The Synod of 1930 adopted the following resolution regarding choir
singing in the worship services:

“Though the introduction of choir-singing is left to the discretion of the
conmstory, Synod nevertheless discourages chmr—smgmg as a distinct element
in public worship on the following grounds:

1. The danger exists that congregational singing shall be curtailed.

2. If the choir sings separately there is the difficulty of maintaining the
principle of Article 69 of the Church Order. In cases where choirs exist or
shall be introduced, Synod insists that only those Psalms or hymns shall be
sung which are approved by Art. 69 of our Church Order; or such anthems,
which contain only the exact words of portions or Scripture. (Cf. Acts 1930,
p- 101.)

The Synod of 1944 decided to amend the declaration of 1930, quoted above,
by adding the following statement:

“ ...or such anthems or hymns which have previous consistorial approval
as to their Scriptural soundness.” (Cf, Acts 1944, pp. 27, 28.)

XI
Regarding Article 76

The synodical regulations referred to in Article 76 may be found in the
Mission Order of the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions.
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XII

Regarding Article 77

The synodical regulations referred to in Article 77 may be found in the
Home Mission Order of the Christian Reformed Board of Home Missions.

XIII

Regarding Article 83

The Synod of 1918 made a five-fold declaration regarding unfaithful mem-
bers-by-baptism. For completeness sake this five-fold statement is here repro-
duced in full:

“The Synod declares:

1. that baptized members having reached the years of maturity, but having
failed to make profession of faith, — aside from their conduct of life in other
respect — being unfaithful covenant members, become the objects of ecclesias-
tical discipline, and when they persist in their sin, should be excluded from the
Church;

2. that when such unfaithful covenant members move elsewhere, they should
not be given a certificate, but at best a testimony of baptism with a notation
as to their conduct;

3. that before a consistory proceeds to exclude unfaithful covenant members,

a. an announcement shall be made to the congregation with a request for
prayer in behalf of them,

b. and thereupon the advice of classis shall be asked;

4. that the exclusion of unfaithful covenant members is to take place by
officially informing the congregation, and notifying the parties involved that

they, due to their persistent unfaithfulness as covenant members, not with-
standing all ecclesiastical admonitions, will henceforth not be regarded as be-
longing to the Church;

5. that excluded unfaithful covenant members who return with sorrow and
repentance, cannot be received back into the church except through profession
of faith, while the consistory judges concerning every individual case whether
or not a separate confession of sin shall be required.” (Cf. Acts 1918, p. 58.)

The Synod of 1926 made a slight revisicn in point 3, under letter a of these
declarations. It made this point to read as follows:

“....an announcement, without mentioning names, shall be made to the

congregation with a request for prayer in behalf of them,”

Synod of 1926 therefore ruled that names of delinquent members-by-baptism
should not be mentioned in the first announcement. (Cf. Acts 1926, p. 55.)




