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Chueel @rder

of the
Christian Reformed Church

(Approved by the Synod of 1920, Vid. Art. 47, 13.)

Article 1.

For the maintenance of good order in the
Church of Christ it is necessary that there should
pe: offices, assemblies, supervision of doctrine,
sacraments and ceremonies, and Christian disci-
pline; of which matters the following articles treat
in due order.

OF THE OFFICES

Article 2.

The offices are of four kinds: of the Ministers
of the Word, of the Professors of Theology, of the
Elders, and of the Deacons.

Article 3.

No one, though he be a Professor of Theology,
Elder or Deacon, shall be permitted to enter upon
the Ministry of the Word and the Sacraments

without having been lawfully called thereunto.
7
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An.d when any one acts contrary thereto, and after
being frequently admonished does not desist, the
Classis shall judge whether he is to be declared a
schismatic or is to be punished in some other way.

Excepting the ecclesiastical regulation touching religi-
ous addresses of theological students, no one has the right
in public worship to speak a word of edification, as it is
called, unless he has received this right from his Classis,
after that assembly has examined him regarding his ortho-
do?ty, godly walk, and his ability to speak in public wor-
Sh.lp. Whether a person who has been examined and ad-
mitted by one of our Classes shall also have the privilege
of speaking in other Classes, must be determined by the
respective Classes, each for its own territory. Acts 1924
Art. 77, XII, p. 98. ’

Article 4.

The lawful calling of those who have not been - -

previously in office, consists:

First, in the ELECTION by the Consistory and
the Deacons, after preceding prayers, with due
observance of the regulations established by the
cgmsistory for this purpose, and of the ecclesias-
t{cal ordinance, that only those can for the first
time be called to the Ministry of the Word who
have. been declared eligible by the churches, ac-
cording to the rule in this matter; and further-
more with the advice of Classis or of the counselor
appointed for this purpose by the Classis;

)

MANUAL OF CHURCH ORDER' 9

Secondly, in the EXAMINATION both of doc-
trine and life which shall be conducted by the
Classis, to which the call must be submitted for
approval, and which shall take place in the pres-
ence of three Delegates of Synod from the nearest
Classes;

Thirdly, in the APPROBATION by the mem-
pers of the calling church, when, the name of the
minister having been announced for two succes-
sive Sundays, no lawful objection arises; which
approbation, however, is not required in case the
election takes place with the co-operation of the
congregation by choosing out of a nomination pre-
viously made.

Finally, in the public ORDINATION in the
presence of the congregationm, which shall take
place with appropriate stipulations and interroga-
tions, admonitions and prayers and imposition of
hands by the officiating minister (and by other
ministers who are present) agreeable to the Form
for that purpose.

Usages in our Churches

A. The Election of a Minister of the Word takes place
as follows:
1. The Consistory makes a nomination, usually of three
Ministers or Candidates eligible to a call.
2. This nomination is announced from the pulpit two
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successive Sundays for the approbation of the
Church. At the same time the date for the congre-
gational meeting is announced.

. At the congregational meeting the members vote

from the nomination by secret ballot. A majority
vote decides. Only members in full communion and in
good standing have a vote (cf. Acts 1892, Art. 47, a
48, a). Blank ballots are subtracted from the total
number, then the majority is established.

B. Advice of Classis and Councelor.

1. Classis appoints a Councelor for vacant churches to

advise the church in eventual difficulties and to rep-
resent Classis at the calling of a minister.

. The consistory of a vacant church requests hand-

opening of Classis when calling for the first time,
since the question arises whether the calling church
is able properly to support a minister.

. The nomination is submitted for approval to the
Classis or its counselor that nothing in violation of

synodical decisions take place.

. The counselor presides at the congregational meet-

ing that he may see to it that the procedure is or-
derly and legal, and that the call-letter is properly
written out and signed by all members of the con-
sistory. The counselor signs the call-letter as rep-
resenting the Classis for the approval of the call.

C. Classical Examination of Candidates for the Ministry.

L

Schedule for the Classical Examination of Candi-
dates, Acts 1920, Art. 36.

1I.
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. Dogmatics.

. Practical branches, covering:

a) Personal godliness.

b) Motives for seeking the ministry.

c) Test of insight in the practice of pastoral
work.

. Knowledge of the Bible, specifically touching:

a) The character of the Holy Scriptures.

b) The contents of the Holy Scriptures, in afore-
named sense.

. Knowledge of our Standards, touching:

a) Knowledge of the meaning and purpose of the
Standards.

b) Knowledge of the contents of the Standards.

¢) Knowledge of the application of the Standards
of our Church to life.

. Controversy.

The distinctive spiritual currents of our t:ime_ in
contrast with the Reformed or Calvinistic life-
and-world-view.

. Test of Gospel Preaching, including:

a) Preaching before the Classis Acts 1934, Art.
33, p. 21.
b) Critical discussion of that sermon.

. At the conclusion of the examination and after

proper deliberation on it, one of the brethren
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leads in prayer for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, before the secret ballot is cast.

2. If the examination is sustained, the Candidate.

signs the Formula of Subscription.

3. A certificate, signed by the President and the
Clerk of Classis is then given the Candidate,
authorizing him in the name of the Lord to en-
gage in the work of the Ministry.

D. Synodical Delegates for Examination,

1. The Delegates for Examination are appointed by

Synod, one from each Classis. Each Classis shall
bropose a primarius and an alternate to Synod.

. Every classical examination must be attended by

three of the Delegates of adjacent Classes.

. At the conclusion of the examination, at which they

shall have the privilege to cross-question the Candi-
date, these Delegates submit a joint-report and their
reasons for their advice.

. If the vote of Classis is contrary to the advice of the

Delegates, and no agreement can be reached, the
question of admission shall be decided by Synod.
Until such time the ordination of the Candidate
shall be postponed, and in the meanwhile no con-
gregation of another Classis shall have the right to
extend a call to him and no Classis be permitted to
examine him.

. The Delegates for Examination submit a report of

all their activities to Synod.

. Traveling expenses of these Delegates are paid from

the Synodical treasury. Acts 1912, Art. 72, 1.
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g, Candidates.
1. No call shall be extended to Candidates until a

month after their graduation. Acts 1884, Art. 35.

a) Seminary candidates who are expecjcin.g to ‘pe sent
out by our churches as foreign missionaries are
exempted from the existing rule that they c.annot
be called until a month after their graduation.

b) Those who graduate from our Sen'ain'ary a.md ex-
expect to be sent out as foreign missionaries, but
who intend to take a post-graduate course else-
where before they sail, shall be declared candi-
dates by the Curatorium as soon as they have
finished their studies at our School, so that they
can be called during the course of the year they
are studying elsewhere. Acts 1926, Art. 36, XI, 7.

. For the consideration of a call or calls received, the

Candidates are granted a period of six weeks. Acts
1916, Art. 30, 1.

Synod revises the time for the consideration of a
call by candidates from six weeks to three weeks.
Acts 1928, Art. 83, II, 5.

. If the classical examination of the Candidate should

not be satisfactory, and the Congregation persists
in desiring him, he will be given an opportunity at
the next meeting of Classis for another examination,
especially in those branches in which he was defi-
cient. Acts 1894, Art. 64.
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Article 5.

Ministers already in the Ministry of the Word,
who are called to another congregation, shall like-
wise be called in the aforesaid manner by the Con-
sistory and the Deacons, with observance of the
regulations made for the purpose by the Consis-
tory and of the general ecclesiastical ordinances
for the eligibility of those who have served out-
side of the Christian Reformed Church and for
the repeated calling of the same Minister during
the same vacancy; further, with the advice of
the Classis or of the counselor, appointed by the
Classis, and with the approval of the Classis or
of the Delegates appointed by the Classis, to whom

the ministers called show good ecclesiastical testi-

monials of doctrine and life, with the approval of
the members of the calling congregation, as stated
in Article 4; whereupon the minister called shall
be installed with appropriate stipulations and
prayers agreeable to the Form for this purpose.

1. As a brief ministry in a church is usually contrary
to her best interests, Consistories are advised not
to call ministers that have been laboring in -their
charge but for a short time. Acts 1914, Art. 64, 1.

2. Synod rules that Consistories of vacant churches
in making a nomination, shall not nominate minis-
ters that have not served their present church for
two years—unless special, preponderant reasons
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exist—and that a counselor who deems that he must
approve a nomination, containing the n..ame of such
2 minister, must give an account of his reasons to
Classis. Acts 1916, Art. 30, 3.

i i f vacant congre-
Synod urges “the cons1st01:1es of
gations to refraim from calling ministers of other
than the Christian Reformed churches”. Acts 1930,
Art. b4, page 52, III B.

3. A second call to the same minister during the.same
vacancy may not be extended with in a year without
the advice of Classis. (Acts 1906, Arts. 356 and 36.)

4. When there is a difference of opini(.)n concerniflg

" the legality of a call between a consistory ar.ld its
counselor, the consistory shall not proceed without
the consent of Classis. G. R.,* Art. b1,

5. If a minister leaves a church within a year and .the
moving expenses have exceeded $50, the calling
church shall refund the church he leaves expenses
in full; if he leaves within two years, three-fourths;
if in three years, one-half; if in four .years, one-
fourth of his moving expenses. This article shall be
incorporated in the call-letter. Acts 1884, Art. 52;
Acts 1890, Art. 63.

6. In case a church calls a minister from a church that
had to refund another church, such a church need
only pay for the traveling expenses. Acts 1908,
Art. 54, V.

initials G. R. stand for “General Rules” and refer
: tToh%c}::l?‘lxllsgemeene Bepalingen”, or General Rules, of-
ficially approved and accepted by Synod 1881.
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7. When a minister changes pastorates, the new church
becomes financially responsible for his salary, etc.,
from the date of his exaugural in his former charge,
unless some other terms be agreed upon between the
minister and the new church (as, for instance, in
case he takes his vacation). Acts 1926, Art. 57, XIX.

8. Synod rules that henceforth a nomination of a con-
sistory containing the name or names of minister (s)
of an other denomination than the Christian Re-
formed Church, such nomination must have the ap-
probation not only of the classis or of the counselor,
but also of the nearest Delegates of Examination,
Acts 1928, Art. 182. Acts 1934, Art. 145, p. 138.

Article 6.

No Minister shall be at liberty to serve in in-
stitutions of mercy or otherwise, unless he be pre-
viously admitted in accordance with the preceding
articles, and he shall, no less than others, be sub-
ject to the Church Order.

Spiritual Advisors for Institutions shall be called by a
neighboring church in consultation with the respective
Boards. Acts 1918, Art. 87, IIb.

Synod rules that the status of a minister, who labors
officially in non-ecclesiastical institutions of charity is
covered by Art. 6 of the Church Order.

b. that all non-official work performed for such institu-
tion as for instance the collection of funds or solicitation
for membership, whether the minister be in active serv-
ice or retired, is covered by Art. 12, C.0. and is in con-

S
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i i i f the Church
i ith his “being bound to t}}e service o
?;it livge” and not in harmony with Art. 18, nor Art. 14.

Acts 1928, Art. 137.

Synod of 1930 rules, in re the status of .minifters
ving in non-ecclesiastical institutions of learning, ‘that
o y case be judged on its own merits by the classis to

A Acts 1930, Art. b7, page

which the minister belongs”.
55, V (2). s
- 0 . e
nod of 1980 ruled “that a mlmst'er can accept tl
resi%}(;ncy of Calvin College without losing his ministerial
ztanding”. Acts 1930, page .55, V 3.

Article 7.

No one shall be called to the Ministry o.f the
Word, without his being stationed in a partlcu}ar
place, except he be sent to do church extension

work.

Synodical decisions regarding Home Missions.

re-iterated the principle adopted in'es-

b Sgri(;dbirgggfnod of 1912 that the calling and send'mg(‘i,

as also the regulation of the labors, of ordan;e1

(home) missionaries is the task and. the.rlght of the

consistory, classis or Synod engaging in that par-
ticular mission activity. Acts 1930, page 143.

2. Since “ignorance and consequent lack. of symx()iat}l}ly
makes for poor giving”, the Synod of 1912.1ns1;ruct?1 e
Committee for the General Fund: energetlcz.a,lly an hcon};
tinuously to plead the cause of needy Classe.s in ciur c urrc1d
papers and to maintain constant contact with Classes a
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Consistories in order that these, where they are slow to
apply themselves, are urged to more zeal in giving help
where there is need. Acts, Art. 28, 2, 1.

3. (a) The Synod of 1912 also found it necessary to
urge that 1, d of the General Rules, accepted by
the Synod of 1908 (Acts, Art. 53), be strictly ob-
served, so that of the three collections taken for
Home Missions, the last two are turned into
the General Fund. Acts, Art. 28, p. 26.

(b) Synod 1934 approved a quota of $1.20 per
family to be paid by all our congregations to the
Geperal Home Missions Fund, but the date on
which this quota shall go into effect was left to
the discretion of the General Home Missions
Committee, in connection with the financial
needs of the various classes. Acts 1934, page
76, 2 (b). Page 175, XI, page 178, XVII (c).

4. To prevent the scattering of our
people, the Synods
of 1902, 1914, and 1916 decided the following: Y

(a) At every classical meeting the question shall be
asked whether there are names of non-resident
meml?ers or baptized members to report to the
Classis (Acts 1902, Art. 29).

(b) Further regulations in this matter were gi'ven by
:he f}j}mod of 1914 (Acts, Art. 24, 2). These rules
ogether with the changes made b the S ’
1916, are as follows: e

1) A general warning be given in our churches
agalflst removal to different localities in search
of riches when not well-informed, and to con-

2)

3)
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sider the prospects as regards ecclesiastical and
spiritual ministrations.

Since the removal of our people to different lo-
calities cannot and should not be prevented,
Synod appoints a committee of five persons, of
whom one shall be from the Northwest and
one from the Southwest of our country (Acts
1916, Art. 28, II), with instruction to prevent
as much as possible that such removal result in
scattering.

The work of this Committee shall be:

a) To gather information concerning the spir-
itual and material conditions of the settle-
ments;

b) To furnish the needed information in the
church papers and also through personal cor-
respondence regarding both the spiritual and
the material conditions of the settlements
in order in this way to give guidance to
prospective settlers, and to prevent as much
as possible scattering, financial disappoint-
ment and spiritual ruin;

¢) To request Consistories that they urge pros-
pective settlers to seek information from this
Committee; also to request Consistories to
inform the Secretary of the Committee as
soon as possible of the removal of their
members, together with their names and ad-
dresses;

d) To keep the Classical Home Mission Com-
mittee informed as much as possible with re-
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spect to the names and addresses of all who
remove to different localities and of the
scattered;

e) To advertise themselves repeatedly in the
church papers as the Bureau of Informa-
tion for Settlers, with the request to all in-
terested parties to seek their advice. (Acts
1916, Art. 23, II).

4) The expenses connected with this work are
paid out of the General Home Mission Fund.

4. Church Help is a Fund that has for its purpose to
aid weak congregations in obtaining and maintaining
church property, by lending money without interest to
them, secured by a legal receipt and on condition of an
annual payment of 6%. It is governed by three delegates,
to be appointed by each Synod, to whom request for
aid, approved by Classis, must be submitted. Every con-
gregation must take a collection for this Fund once per
year in September, or at the latest in October, while gifts
and bequests are also thankfully received by the delegates.
(Acts 1892, Art. 37 b; Acts 1894, Art. 78; Acts 1906, Art.
76.

5. Congregations that are indebted to this Fund and
pay no attention to it, shall be notified and in the name
of the Synod be requested to fulfill their obligations. (Acts
1914, Art. 17, 8.)

Synod of 1930 expressed its disapproval of the prac-
tice of recommending churches that are in financial dif-
ficulties to our people for special offerings that need not
be repaid. Acts 1930, page 113, A.
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Synod rules that in case a church requires imn}ediate
aid and is recommended to our people for a .speclal of-
fering, this church shall repay the money rece1.ved to the
Fund for Church Aid in the same manner as 18 done by
churches that have received aid in the regular way. Acts
1930, page 113 B.

Synod decides that as the method for repayment of
sums received from the Fund for Church Aid, the follow-
ing rules shall apply.

a) Churches that repay all money received from the
fund in five years after the date on which the loan
was made, shall receive a discount of 20% of the
principal.

b) Churches that repay all money received from the
Fund within ten years after the date on which
the loan was made, shall receive a discount of
10% of the principal.

¢) Churches that repay all the money received from
the Fund within fifteen years after the date on
which the loan was made, shall receive a discount
of 5% of the principal.

Churches that owe any of the money received from
the Fund fifteen years after the date on which the
loan was made, shall be required to repay the
principal entirely.

d

~

Acts 1930, page 114 C.

Synod shall apply the benefit of discount as outlined
above in C also to churches that on January 1, 1931, owe
unpaid balances to the Fund for Church Aid, the time
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being computed from January 1, 1931. Acts 1930, page
115 D.

Synod rules:

That the Committee extend no aid or request the
churches for a special collection, before the needy church
state

(a) What it can itself do
(b) How much is needed—Grounds

1. Churches that request and receive permission
to ask for collections from the various congre-
gations of the Church are under no obliga-
tion to pay back the moneys received, a sit-
uation which is not fair to congregations that
receive aid directly from the Fund, but are
under obligation to re-imburse as soon as they
are able.

2. Often more aid is extended than a congre-
gation needs.

3. In this way the opportunity is given to help
more churches in the acquisition of church
properties.

4. In this way interest and confidence in the
Fund will be increased.

Acts 1930, pages 115, 116.

6. Immigrants. The Classes Hackensack and Hudson
are laboring among the Immigrants and Seamen at Ho-
boken and Ellis Island, and receive financial aid for this
work from the General Home Mission Fund. (Acts 1910,
Art. 21.)
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7. South America. Since 1908 financial aid is given
from Synod to Synod to those in South America who are
of common stock and faith with us, who need help for
their religious interests. The Synod of 1912 gave the
following instruction to the Delegates who must devote
themselves to this matter in consultation with the dele-
gates of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands:

(a) To request all our consistories in name of Synod to
take a collection for the brethren in Argentine;

(b) To aid the Argentinian colonies with advice as
much as necessary and possible (Acts 1908, Art.
38, 5; Acts 1910, Art. 29; Acts 1912, Art. 28, II;
Acts 1914, Art. 24, IV; Acts 1916, Art. 23, III).

Rev. B. Bruxvoort and Rev. Wm. V. Muller are now
laboring in South America as missionary pastors sent
by our churches.

Article 8.

Persons who have not pursued the regular
course of study in preparation for the Ministry of
the Word, and have therefore not been declared
eligible according to Article 4, shall not be ad-
mitted to the Ministry unless there is assurance
of their exceptional gifts, godliness, humility,
modesty, common sense and discretion, as also
gifts of public address. When such persons pre-
sent themselves for the Ministry, the Classis (if
the [particular] Synod dpprove) shall first exam-
ine them, and further deal with them as it shall
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deem edifying, according to the general regula-
tions of the churches.

The examination of candidates for the ministry
under this Article differs from the regular examinations
only by the ommission of the Hebrew and the Greek.
Rules for Admission to the Ministry according to Art. 8.

(1) If any one desires to be admitted to the Ministry of
the Word according to Article VIII, he must apply

to his Consistory and after that to his Classis. This’

Classis, in conjunction with the Delegates for Ex-
amination of three adjacent Classes, first examines
the written credentials of the Consistory concern-
ing the required qualifications as stated in Article
VIII, and subsequently itself investigates in this
respect. If the preliminary judgment is favorable,
he be given the right to speak a word of edifica-
tion for a limited time in the vacant churches of
his Classis. He must also speak a few times in
non-vacant churches in the presence of the re-
spective ministers of these churches. Classis shall
regulate these appointments in conjunction with
the Consistories of those churches. Classis de-
termines the length of this period of probation.

(2) At the close of the period of probation the Classis,
in conjunction with the said Delegates for Exam-
ination, takes a final decision regarding the pres-
ence of exceptional gifts. If the decision is in
the affirmative, then the Classis shall take a per-
emptory examination in the following branches:

a) Exegesis of the Old and New Testaments;
b) Bible History;

MANUAL OF CHURCH ORDER 26

c¢) Dogmatics;
d) General and American Church History.

(3) In case of favorable issue, he is declared eligible
to a call.

(4) The examination for ordination follows later ac-
cording to existing rules, except the classical lan-
guages. Acts 1922, Art. 87, X. (Agendum 1920,
pages 26, 27.)

Article 9.

Preachers without fixed charge, or others who
have left some sect, shall not be admitted to the
Ministry in the Church until they have been de-
clared eligible, after careful examination, by the
Classis, with the approval of Synod. '

Article 10.

A Minister, once lawfully called, may not leave
the congregation with which he is connected, to
accept a call elsewhere, without the consent of the
Consistory, together with the Deacons, and knowl-
edge on the part of the Classis; likewise no other
church may receive him until he has presented a
proper certificate of dismission from the church
and the Classis where he served.

Article 11.
On the other hand, the Conmsistory, as repre-
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senting the congregation, shall also be bound to
provide for the proper support of its Ministers,
and shall not dismiss them from service without
the knowledge and approbation of the Classis and
of the Delegates of the (particular) Synod.

When a minister accepts a call to another church, he
requests of his consistory proper credentialg testifying to
his faithful service and to the acquiescence of the con-

sistory in his departure. These credentials are sent to '

the Classical Committee of the Classis in which he labors
for examination and approval, and are by them to be
forwarded to the Classical Committee of the Classis of
the church whither he is going. After examination and
approval, this Committee sends the credentials to the
counselor who, upon finding the documents in good and
regular order, proceeds to his installation. If the Classis
happens to be in session, then it must perform this work.
If the minister remains in the same Classis, then the
approbation of that Classis only or of its Classical Com-
mittee is required.

Article 12.

Inasmuch as a Minister of the Word, once law-
fully called as described above, is bound to the
service of the Church for life, he is not allowed to
enter upon a secular vocation except for such

weighty reasons as shall receive the approval of
the Classis.

Ministers who receive permission from their consis-
tories for advanced study with a view to further prepara-
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tion for their ministerial work, do not thereby ent'er upon
a secular vocation, and therefore properly retain their
official position as Ministers of the Gospel. Acts 1932,
Art. 160.

In a concrete case, Synod ruled that the ministerial
status of a minister serving as principal of a Higl} Sch(‘)o.l,
and where this task constitutes a large share of his ?.ct1v1—
ties, should be discontinued, and the classis to which he
belongs should so decide. Acts 1934, Art. 24, page 17, 18.

Article 13.

Ministers, who by reason of age, sickness, or
otherwise, are rendered incapable of performing
the duties of their Office, shall nevertheless re-
tain the honor and title of a Minister, and the
Church which they have served shall provide hon-
orably for them in their need (likewise for the
orphans and widows of Ministers) out of the com-
mon fund of the Churches, according to the gen-
eral ecclesiastical ordinances in this matter.

If any Minister of the Word by reason of age, sicl:n-
ness, or otherwise, is unable to perform his duties, his
request for emeritation is presented by him to hl:S Con-
sistory and by them to Classis, which decides on it, sub-
ject to the approval of Synod. Acts 1914, Articles 17
and 72,

Synod of 1934 adopted the principle that the clergy
shall be asked to contribute to the Emeritus Fund accord-
ing to a fixed scale. Acts 1934, Art. 161, page 166.

Synod rules that when an emeritated minister desires
again to enter upon active service, he may not be called
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until the consistory and the classis, that recommended
him for emeritation, deem that the reasons for his emeri-
tation exist no more. Acts 1928, Art. 137, IX.

Rules for the Care of Emeritated Ministers and of
Widows and Orphans of Ministers.

Art. 1. For the execution of Art. 18 of the Church
Order, the Christian Reformed Church maintains an Emer-

itus Fund from which adequate aid is rendered, subject to

the following stipulations.

Art. 2. Every synodical meeting determines the Bud-
get for the Emeritus Fund and determines what each Clas-
sis, proportionate to the number of families, is to raise for
this Fund. Private gifts and legacies will be gratefully
received and acknowledged.

Art. 3. Synod appoints a Committee of five persons
to whose care the administration of this Fund is com-

mitted. This Committee consists of two ministers and -

three other members. It is to be incorporated as “The
Board of the Emeritus Fund of the Christian Reformed
Church of America.” An alternate is appointed for each
member.

Art. 4. Synod appoints for this Committee alternately
three and two members, so that at every meeting of Synod
election of members takes place. Members that are func-
tioning may be re-elected. The Committee elects a presi-
dent, a Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer from
their own number.

Art. 5. Every Classis determines, subject to the ap-
proval of Synod, the amount to be disbursed to those per-
sons that by it have been emeritated or have become
widows or orphans. For this purpose the Consistory, with
the request for emeritation, must state the amount deemed
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necessary for the emeritus (widow, orphans). Rule shall
pbe that emeriti shall receive two-thirds (2/8) of the aver-
age salary of our ministers, and widows and orphans in
the same proportion.

Every Synodical year the consistories shall state what
is needed for the support of the emeriti, widows and
orphans under. their supervision. Acts. 1930, page 88 (2).

Classis also determines, in consultation with the Con-
gistory, when in every special case, the disbursement
should cease, but this also is subject to the approbation
of Synod.

Art. 6. Every Classis attends to the regular recep-
tion of the congregational contributions for the classical
assessments, one-fourth (%4) of which is to be forwarded
quarterly to the Treasurer of the Fund.

Art. 7. Every Classis is bound to furnish needed in-
formation to the Committee. The Stated Clerk of Classis
corresponds for this purpose with the Secretary of the
Committee.

Art. 8. The Committee meets before Synod to discuss
its affairs, to prepare its report for Synod, and to submit
to Synod the budget for the ensuing year.

Art. 9. The Committee disburses to the parties con-
cerned what has been-determined by the respective Class-
es. If there is difference of opinion, the Committee has
the right and duty to appeal to Synod.

Synod rules that, in case the funds do not permit pay-
ment of the full allowance, the needs of the recipient
shall be taken into consideration and distribution made
accordingly, because the needs of one may be greater than
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those of others. This rule shall go into effect immediate-
ly. Acts 19382, Art. 783.

Art. 10. The Committee annually audits the books of
the Treasurer and reports in De Wachter and in The
Banner.

Synod instructs the Emeritus Board to send to the
Classes twice a year a statement giving receipts and
itemized disbursements (also per cent paid each year) of
this Fund. Acts 1934, Art. 84, page 62, IV.

Synod 1934 adopted an assessment of $1.60 per family
for the Emeritus Fund. Acts 1934, page 182 G.

Article 14.

If any Minister, for the aforesaid or any other
reason, is compelled to discontinue his service for
a time, which shall not take place without the ad-
vice of the Consistory, he shall nevertheless at all
times be and remain subject to the call of the con-
gregation.

Synod suggests that ministers who are able to meet
the requirements of the Government, join the Reserve

Corps of Chaplains; and instructs and authorizes the -

Synodical Committee to prepare the credentials for those
who desire to enroll with this Corps. (Acts 1922, Art.
37, V.)

Synod rules that no consistory has the authority to
grant his minister an “indefinite leave of absence” since
Art. 14 C.O. declares the very opposite and there is no
article in the Church Order legalizing such “leave of ab-
sence.” Acts 1928, Art. 137,
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Article 15.

No one shall be permitted, neglecting the Min-
istry of his Church or being without a fixed
charge, to preach indiscriminately without the
consent and authority of Synod or Classis. Like-
wise, no one shall be permitted to preach or ad-
minister the Sacraments in another Church with-
out the consent of the Consistory of that Church.

(1) A Consistory shall not admit to its pulpit a minis-
ter outside of our denomination except when they
are convinced that such a minister is of sound Re-
formed confession. (Acts 1904, Art. 125, 5.)

(2) a. As to his membership a candidate is under the
supervision of the Consistory of the church to
which he belongs, but with regard to his labors
as a candidate he is subject to the supervision
of the Classis in whose district he labors.

b. Those who formerly served the church as min-
isters must either be declared emeriti or the
Classis must assume responsibility for them.
(Acts 1904, Art. 126, 7.)

Article 16.

The office of the Minister is to continue in
prayer and in the ministry of the Word, to dis-
pense the Sacraments, to watch over his brethren,
the Elders and Deacons, as well as the Congrega-
tion, and finally, with the Elders, to exercise
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?hurcll discipline and to see to it that everything
is done decently and in good order.

Synod of 1926 refrained “from adopting either the
Al{thorized Version or the American Standard as the of-
ficial version of the Bible in our churches”, but decided
to recommend, however, the American Standard Version

to our churches. Acts 1926, page 46. See also Acts
1934, page 108.

Article 17.

Among the Ministers of the Word equality
shall be maintained with respect to the duties of
their office and also in other matters as far as pos-
sible according to the judgment of the Consistory,
and if necessary, of the Classis; which equality
shall also be maintained in the case of the Elders
and the Deacons.

Article 18,

The office of the Professors of Theology is to
expm}nd the Holy Scripture and to vindicate sound
doctrine against heresies and errors.,

For the training for the Ministry of the Word, the
Flhristian Reformed Church has Calvin College and Sem-
Inary. Calvin College is open also to other students be-
sides those studying for the ministry. The Synod of 1920
decided to discontinue the Preparatory Department: the
first two years immediately, the third year in 1921, and
the fourth year in 1922. The Seminary Preparatory
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Course of the Preparatory Department was continued un-
til 1924.

All matters pertaining to these institutions are found
in their Constitutions, Rules and Regulations.

A. Curatorium.

The care of these Institutions is entrusted to the
Curatorium whose members consist of two delegates
nominated by each Classis and elected by Synod. The
duties of this body are described in the “Rules for the
Curatorium.”

B. Professors.

I. Theological Professors

When a theological professor is to be appointed,
Curatorium shall present a nomination to Synod. The
nominees shall preferably be ordained men that have
had some experience in the ministry of the Word.
The nomination shall not be made until a conference
has been held with the Theological Faculty. It must
be made in time so that it may appear in our church
papers at least twice before Synod meets. To this
end the Executive Committee of the Curatorium shall
prepare a proposal in time for the meeting of the full
Curatorium in May. When Curatorium convenes, its
first duty shall be the making of the nomination and
its publication. In order to lengthen the time for pos-
sible objections to reach Synod, the election shall take
place at Synod as late as possible, and certainly not
before the twentieth of June.

As in the past, a professor will be appointed for
a term of two years; in case of reappointment, this
will be for a term of six years; if again reappointed
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at the completion of hig second t i
pointed indefinitely. TR i

These rules supersede all former rules, Acts 1930, Art

28, pages 20, 21.

2. The Professors of Theology are appointed ag
much as possible for definite departments. In
the branc'hes which they teach they must meet
Itéle I.'equlr;ments set at other institutions of

arning of the same standing in
(Acts 1910, Art, 56.) g gidlhiaiz s

The rule shall be to appoint only men who
h.ave specially prepared themselves for the par-
ticular branch they are to teach. In case one
or more years of special breparatory training
be necessary, then the Synod shall appoint such
:u n]})ers%r.l Yit}f{ the understanding that he as-

es his task aft
1024, Art, 25 oD leI; one or two years. (Acts

3. The installation of the professors of theology

f:l;esﬁplage)according to the form (Acts 1906,
Tl. 99, ba), after they shall have si

Formula of Subscription. e

4. Emeritus Professors who were honorably retired
a‘nd who received a definite appointment are en-,
t'ltled to a pension from the churches, sir’lce the
Just as the ministers, devote all their gifts an}:i’
talents entirely and exclusively to the service
of the Church. (Acts 1916, Art. 20, 4.) ¢

Synod rules that our i
professors retire at th
age of 70 years. (Acts 1922, Art, 11.) E
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1I. College Professors.

Since the appointment of professors by Synod,
which does not meet until June, leads to practical
difficulties both for the School and for the persons
involved, the appointment or re-appointment of pro-
fessors for the College is entrusted to the Cura-
torium. At the regular meeting in June the Cura-
torium shall decide as to the desirability of a spe-
cial meeting during the last week of February, so
that by the first of March provision may be made
in eventual vacancies. (Acts 1914, Art. 89, 1.)

C. Educational Secretary. Acts 1912, Art. 86, ii.

The appointment of the Educational Secretary is
permanent, and in case of eventual separation of Col-
lege and Seminary, he remains in the service of the
Church. In this manner the official position of the

Secretary is guaranteed.

D. Candidates for the Ministry.

1. Besides the school-examination now the rule, a pre-
paratory examination is required, to be held by the
Curatorium, covering the following branches: Dog-
matics, Ethics, Exegesis, Isagogics, Sacred History,
and a specimen sermon. In case of successful is-
sue the Curatorium declares the examinee eligible
to a call in the churches.

In case a student desires to continue his studies
at other institutions, this preparatory examination
shall not be held until he desires to be eligible to a
call. Acts 1922, Art. 11, II.)

Only those prospective seminary students will
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be admitted to examinations in the regular session
of the Curatorium who plan to enter the seminary
in the fall of the same year; and if anyone exam-
ined and passed by the curatorium for some reason
or other postpones his entrance into the seminary
for a year or for a longer period of time, he shall
be required to submit again to the examination of
the curatorium before he can be admitted as a reg
ular student of the seminary. Acts, 1928, Art. 78.

2. If anyone being declared a candidate does not re-
ceive a call within three years and yet desires that
his relation be continued, he shall apply to the
Classis to which he belongs, that said Classis may
decide whether his candidature be prolonged. Actg
1910, Art. 67, xi.)

3. Students that have pursued their studies at institu-
tions not positively Reformed, must at least have
attended the classes of the last year at our Theo-
logical School, before they are permitted to take

the preparatory examination, (Acts 1922, Art. 11,
III.)

Article 19,

The Churches shall exert themselves, as far as
hecessary, that there may be students supported

by them to be trained for the Ministry of the
Word.

Every Classis has its own “Student Fund”, and the

matters of this Fund are regulated by Classis itself, (Acts
1888, Art. 66.)

Synod suggests to the various classes the desirability
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of working in the direction of exempting students from
restitution. Acts. 1928, Art. 83.

Article 20.

Students who have received permission accord-
ing to the rule in this matter, anc} persons who
have according to Article 8 l?e.en judged comp:el-
tent to be prepared for the Ministry of the Wor 1;
shall, for their own training, and -for the sake od
becoming known to the Congrefgatlons, be.allov;e
to speak a word of edification in the meetings for

public worship.

Synod calls attention to the follow'ing regulati;)lns
touching religious addresses of students in our chu:;';:1 es
and urges the consistories faithfully to observe these

synodical rules:

Acts 1934, Art. 64, page 44.

a) If theological students desire to take pos't-gradu:}'ie
work at other institutions, they should inform the
Board of Trustees to that effect.

b) As long as they continue their study elsewhere t}}ey
should annually apply to the Board. of Trustee;ﬁ or
renewal of the privilege of “s?eaklng l'lnt’}’() edifica-
tion in the meetings for public worship.

¢) When they desire to consider a call they must .no’cify
the Board of Trustees which shall act according to
the Rules and Regulations established by Synod.

Acts- 1920, p. 39.
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d) The Curatorium is given the right to grant license
to preach to:

1. _Such graduates of the Seminary who are pursu-
ing theological studies with a purpose of entering
the Gospel Ministry; and

2. Such graduates of the Seminary who are serving
our churches in an administrative or teaching ca-
pacity at Calvin College or at the Semi

na;
(Acts 1926, Art. 36, VI, p. 32.,) 5

e) Synod, upon request of the Curatorium, points out
to the various Classes the inadvisability of licensing

those not studying at our Th :
: eological
preach in our churches. Eagpa il g

Synod, also upon request of the C i

! uratorium, em-
phatically calls the attention of .the Consistori;s to
the fact that they should not permit students who

have not been licensed to reach i i
Worstin, preach, to speak in Public

Students who have i

> pursued their theological
studies at other institutions must at least have gp;:l::-
suefi the studies of the Senior year at our Theo-
logical School, in order to be declared eligible for

a call in our churches. Acts 1924
gl ( , Art. 41, E and

Article 21.

The Consistories shall see to it that there are
goo_d Christian Schools in which the parents have
their children instructed according to the demands
of the covenant.
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Synod rules that altho such as heartily support Chris-
tian instruction do not thereby automatically qualify for
the nomination of office-bearers yet Synod wishes to em-
phasize that this element should be given very weighty
consideration, and advises consistories to do so, since
principles logically call for it and our Christian schools
are constantly in need of whole-hearted support from
consistories. .

Acts 1934, Art. 162, pages 167, 168.
Article 22.

The Elders shall be chosen by the judgment
of the Consistory and the Deacons according to
the regulations for that purpose established by
the Consistory. In pursuance of these regulations,
every church shall be at liberty, according to its
circumstances, to give the members an opportuni-
ty to direct attention to suitable persons, in order
that the Consistory may thereupon either present
to the congregation for election as many elders
as are needed, that they may, after they are ap-
proved by it, unless any obstacle arise, be installed
with public prayers and stipulations; or present a
double number to the congregation and thereupon
install the one-half chosen by it, in the aforesaid
manner, agreeably to the Form for this purpose.

Synod of 1934, which adopted a new Form for the

ordination of elders and deacons (see Supplement) de-
cided not to adopt the Dutch version of the new Form
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Proposed but to continue the use of the old Form founq
in the Dutch Psalter, or whatever new Form may pos-
sibly be adopted by the Reformed Churches in the Nether.
lands. Acts 1984, page 34, Art. 58 B. )

Nominations and congregational meetings must be an-
nounced two succesive Sundays. .

For the promotion of uniformity i :
; Yy In our churches Syn
rulgs that reinstallation of re-elected officers not on{y (ig
desirable but proper. Acts 1928, Art. 85.

Article 23.

Thg office of the Elders, in addition to what
W:.lS said in Article 16 to be their duty in common
with the Minister of the Word, is to take heed
that the Ministers, together with their fellow-
Elc.lers and the Deacons, faithfully discharge their
office, and both before and after the Lord’s Sup-
per, a§ time and circumstances may demand, for
the edification of the churches to visit the fam’ilies
of the Congregation, in order particularly to com-
fort and instruct the members, and also to exhort
others in respect to the Christian Religion,

Article 24.

The. Deacons shall be chosen, approved and in-
_stalled in the same manner as was stated concern-
ing the Elders.
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Article 25.

The office peculiar to the Deacons is diligently
to collect alms and other contributions of charity,
and after mutual counsel, faithfully and diligently
to distribute the same to the poor as their needs
may require it; to visit and comfort the distressed
and to exercise care that the alms are not mis-
used; of which they shall render an account in
Consistory, and also (if anyone desires to be pres-
ent) to the Congregation, at such a time as the
Consistory may- see fit.

Synod urges the Classes to impress earnestly upon de-
linquent congregations their duty to remember the poor, if
necessary altho those in other congregations, and to attend
to the development of the deaconate and to proper cor-
respondence between deaconries. (Acts 1910, Art. 17, xvii.)

Article 26.

In places where others are devoting themselves
to the care of the poor, the Deacons shall seek a
mutual understanding with them to the end that
the alms may all the better be distributed among
those who have greatest need. Moreover, they
shall make it possible for the poor to make use of
institutions of mercy, and to that end they shall
request the Board of Directors of such institu-
tions to keep in close touch with them. It is also
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desirable that the Deaconates assist and consult
one another, especially in caring for the poor in
such institutions.

Article 27.

The Elders and Deacons shall serve two or
more years according to local regulations, and a
proportionate number shall retire each year. The
retiring officers shall be succeeded by others un-
less the circumstances and the profit of any
church, in the execution of Articles 22 and 24,
render a re-election advisable.

Definite retirement according to Article 27 must be the
rule, but the liberty of renominating those that retire, as
permitted in that Article, must remain.

a) since the Church is served best by the best gifts and
talents;

b) since the retiring officers often through experience
have acquired greater fitness;

¢) since in most churches there is not available a suf-
ficient supply of qualified men that the retiring
members can be left out of consideration without
loss to the church. Acts 1898, Art. 50, 1.)

The Synod of 1912 decided that in case the in-
stallation of newly-elected Elders and Deacons must
for weighty reasons be postponed, the tenure of the
retiring Elders and Deacons is extended, and they
remain legal trustees of the church.
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Article 28.

The Consistory shall take ecare, that the
churches for the possession of their property, a.nd
the peace and order of their meetings can claim
the protection of the Authorities; it should be
well understood, however, that for the sake of
peace and material possession they may never su.f-
fer the royal government of Christ over His
Church to be in the least infringed upon.

Synod advises all newly-organized congre.gations. a'md
their ecclesiastical advisors not to be hasty in acquiring

or to assist in acquiring property for church purposes,
unless, humanly speaking, the future of a congregation

is quite well assured.
Acts 1934, Art. 165, page 171.

OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES
Article 29.

Four kinds of ecclesiastical assemb}ies shall be
maintained: the Consistory, the Classis (the par-
ticular Synod), and the General Synod.

Article 30.

In these assemblies ecclesiastical matters only
shall be transacted and that in an ecclesiastical
manner. In major assemblies only such matteys
shall be dealt with as could not be finished in
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minor assemblies, or such as pertain to the
Churches of the major assembly in common.

Article 31.

If any one complains that he has been wronged
by the decision of a minor assembly, he shall have
the right to appeal to a major ecclesiastical as-
sembly, and whatever may be agreed upon by a
majority vote shall be considered settled and bind-
ing, unless it be proved to conflict with the Word
of God or with the Articles of the Church Order,
as long as they are not changed by a General
Synod.

Ecclesiastical Usage.

Appeal from a decision by any ecclesiastical assembly
must be made before the first following meeting of the
major ecclesiastical assembly appealed to, and notice sent
of this appeal to the clerk of the minor assembly. The
interested parties must be informed of every decision
made.

Article 32.

The proceedings of all assemblies shall begin
by calling upon the Name of God and be closed
with thanksgiving.

Article 33.

Those who are delegated to the assemblies
shall bring with them their credentials and in-
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gtructions, signed by those sending them, and
they shall have a vote in all matters, except such
as particularly concern their persons or churches.

To promote uniformity, the printed credentials as au-
thorized by Synod (Acts 1888, Art. 87), should be used,
or at least written credentials concluding as follows:
“with instruction and authority to take part in the con-
sideration of all matters legally brought before the meet-
ing according to God’s Word and the interpretation of
it embodied in the forms of unity and the accepted Church
Order.

Article 34.

In all assemblies there shall be not only a
president, but also a clerk to keep a faithful rec-
ord of all important matters.

Major assemblies have also a “stated clerk”, who,
however, has not the function of a permanent clerk, not
being an officer, but that of a delegate whose regular
duties are three-fold: He inscribes the minutes, he at-
tends to all official correspondence, and he prepares the
Agendum. (Acts 1904, Art. 132, 7.)

Article 35.

The office of the president is to state and ex-
plain the business to be transacted, to see to it
that everyone observe due order in speaking, to
silence the captious and those who are vehement
in speaking; and to properly discipline them if
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they refuse to listen. Furthermore his office shaj]
cease when the assembly arises.

Article 36.

The Classis has the same jurisdiction over the
Consistory as the Particular Synod has over the
Classis and the General Synod over the Particular

In a concrete case, and in answer to protests receive(;

questioning the right to depose a Consistor
ning Yy, Synod up-
held this right on the following grounds: i ¢

(1) f&rtgiclfa 36 of our Church Order gives the Classis
Jjurisdiction over the Consistory.

(2) Articles 79 and 80 of the Church Order, and the
FormL}Ia of Subscription state plainly that censure
of office-bearers shall be suspension or deposition

from office. (Acts 1926 Art. 104
s 5 » I, b, 1 and 2,

Article 37,

In all Churches there shall be a i
c;omposed of the Ministers of the Wor?i():fll;t(t)llz
Elders, who at least in larger congregations, shall
as a rule, meet once a week. The Minister ,of thé
Worq (or the Ministers, if there be more than
one,'m turn) shall preside and regulate the pro-
ceedings. Wherever the number of Elders is
small, the Deacons may be added to the consistory
by local regulation; this shall invariably be the
rule where the number is less than three.
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Acts 1908, Art. b4, xi, and Acts 1912, Art. 57, xvii.

(1) With a view to the danger that catechetical in-
struction may be relegated to the background or
wholly neglected, Synod appeals to all Classes and
Consistories most earnestly and urgently to guard
against the danger as much as possible.

Synod recommends and encourages a nine-
months term of catechetical instruction. Acts 1928,
Art. 46. :

(2) Henceforth an extra copy of the Acts shall be sent
to every Consistory especially designed for the
Consistorial archives. (Acts 1916, Art. 55.)

(8) In the interest of good order, the consistories
shall report each year on the exact number of
families to the Publication Committee of the
Christian Reformed Church; said Publication Com-
mittee to keep an accurate record of these re-
ports and to publish them in the Yearbook of the
Christian Reformed Church. These statistics will
be available for the various synodical and classical
assessments. Acts 1932, Art. 83.

(4) Synod of 1906 adopted the following rule regard-
ing the question of what constitutes a family for
statistical reports, and Synod of 1924 re-empha- -
sized it:

a) Where husband and wife both are confessing
members;

b) Where husband or wife belong to the congre-
gation, by confession of faith; Acts 1928, Art.
85.



48 MANUAL OF CHURCH ORDER

¢) Where a widow is the acting head of the fam.
ily. (Acts 1906, Art. 93, p. 52.)

Rules for Congregational Meetings as sanctioned by usage

] Inasmuch as congregational meetings are called by ang
in charge of the Consistory, the president and clerk of
the Consistory shall function as such at these meetings
Only such matters as are presented by the Consistor.
shall be acted upon at these congregational meetings. L
‘When members of the congregation desire to have an
matters presented to the congregational meeting ‘chey
shall first submit them to the Consistory so tha’t thiy
body may judge whether and in what manner these ma‘i
ters are to be submitted to the congregational meeting,

Article 38.

In places where the Consistory is to be consti-
tuted for the first time or anew, this shall not take
place except with the advice of the Classis.

) In case of the organization of a n i

within the limits of an existing local chlflﬁhcil}llir:f::g:;
of the local consistory must first be obtain,ed and then
also Fhat of the Classis. Naturally the Consistory has
the 'r1ght to withhold its consent. In that case, however,
the 1{1terested parties have the right of appeal ;:o Classis’
::s(islfw?ﬁfd'beéhto Synod, with whom the final decision’

s ile in the meanwhi i
changed. (Acts 1908, A:'Vt}.ulgflf };?.)Status i e

a) With reference to the expressions, ‘“interested par-
‘t‘{es” and ‘status quo’, Synod rules that the words
interested parties” in the aforesaid Article refer
only to the applicants, and that the words “status
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quo remains” means that the organization cannot,
in that given case, proceed; though it must not be
lost sight of in this connection, that there may be
exceptions to this rule. (See Rutgers, Adviezen,
1, 175.)

b) This does not, of course, invalidate the rule that a
Consistory always has the right to appeal to Synod.
That such appeal has in some cases only a formal
significance is inevitable. (Acts 1924, Art. 24, a
and b, pages 14 and 15.)

Usual Manner of Procedure in the Organization of
New Congregations.

(1) Such members of the church as desire the organi-
zation of a church in a different locality present
their petition for organization to the Classis. All
heads of families and single members sign such
a petition.

(2) The Classis considers whether such organization is
possible and desirable in the light of the proximity
of other churches and the presence ‘of properly
qualified persons for the offices. In case the Classis
decides to grant the request, a classical committee
is appointed to effect the organization.

(8) The committee meets with those interested after
these have obtained their letters of dismission from
their respective churches. After public worship,
under the auspices of said committee, the letters
of dismission are handed in and accepted, when
in good and regular order, election of all officers
takes place and they are at once installed in their
respective offices.
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(4) The election of the officers is by free ballot by the
male members whose letters of dismission have
been accepted. According to the rule of free bal-
loting a two-thirds vote is required for election on
the first ballot. For the other ballots a majority
is sufficient.

(5) The Articles of incorporation of the new organi-

zation are then to be executed before a Notary
Public at this meeting.

Article 39.

Places where as yet no Consistory can be con-
stituted shall be placed under the care of a neigh-
boring Consistory.

If possible, the organization of a new congregation
must precede the administration of the sacraments. If,
however, conditions are not ripe for organization, the
eventual members are to be enrolled in a neighboring
church and under the supervision of its Consistory the
sacraments may be administered in their midst, not, how-
ever, without preaching of the Word nor without a suit-
able representation of the Consistory for the purpose of
supervision. (Acts 1908, Art. 54, vi.)

Article 40.

The Deacons shall meet, wherever necessary,
every week to transact the business pertaining
to their office, calling upon the Name of God;
whereunto the Ministers shall take good heed and
if necessary they shall be present.
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Article 41.

The classical meetings shall consist of neigh-
boring churches that respectively delegate, with
proper credentials, a minister and an el.der to meet
at such time and place as was determm.ed by the
previous classical meeting. Such meetings shall
be held at least once in three months, unless great
distances render this inadvisable. In tl}ese meet-
ings the ministers shall preside in rotation, or one
shall be chosen to preside; however, the sa:me
minister shall not be chosen twice in succession.

Furthermore, the president shall, among other
things, put the following questions to the dele-
gates of each church:

1. Are the consistory meetings held in your
church?

9. Is church discipline exercised?

3. Are the poor cared for? _

4. Does the consistory support the cause of
the Christian schools? *

5. Do you need the judg