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of Knollcrest Campus, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, US.A.

Board of Publications of the Christian Reformed Church
2850 Kalamozoo Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.



Prayer Service for Synod, 1975

Sponsored by

THE KELLOGGSVILLE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
REV. TERRY J. LAPINSKY, pastor

Fine Arts Center - Calvin College
Monday, 8:00 P.M. — June 9, 1975

PReLUDE: “Psalm 42” ... . wreivmere ‘GeOTG Boehm
SiLENT PravEr (Unannounced)
CaLL To WorsHIP .. ietaemeeeten et eemnan The Choir

*VOTUM AND SALUTATION

MinisTEr: Congregation of Jesus Christ, in whose name is our help?

PeorLE: Our help is in the name of Jehovah, who made heaven and
earth!

MinisTER: “Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was,
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his
throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth.” Amen.

*Hymn: “God Himself Is With Us” ... Psalter Hymnal 324
*AFrFIRMATION OF Farrm: Apostles’ Creed (in unison)
*“Gloria Patri” Psalter Hynmal 491
PrRAYER OF CONFESSION
CHomr ANTHEM: “Wondrous Love” ... Southern Folk Hymn
OFFeRrTORY: “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” ... Unknown

Offering for the Back to God Hour
ScripTURE: Jeremiah 32:1-15; 36-44
Cuom AnTtuEM: “Children of God” ... Old English Melody
Sermon: “THE VISION OF THE PROPHET”
SERVICE OF PRAYER:
For the Delegates - Hymn: “God of the Prophets”
Psalter Hymnal 468
For Synod as it seeks to do the will of God ........ Dr. Melvin Hugen
For Synod as it seeks to give leadership to the churches
Mr. A. James Heynen

For Synod as it relates to the world .._......._.. Rev. Henry Wildeboer
*HymN: “Lead On, O King Eternal” ................. Psalter Hymnal 484
*DoxoLocy: “Now Blessed Be Jehovah God” ........ Psalter Hymnal 488
*BENEDICTION

*Crom: ‘Seven-fold Amen”
*S1LENT MEDITATION
PosTLUDE: “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” ............... Bach
*Congregation Standing
Music at the service of prayer is provided by the Kelloggsville Choir under the

direction of Mr. Glenn Schaap, accompanied by Diane Herrema. The Organist
18 Mr. Richard Bouma.

At the time of Synod the Kelloggsville congregation celebrated its
100th Anniversary.
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ACTS OF SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

TUESDAY, MORNING, JUNE 10, 1975
First Session:

ARTICLE 1
The Reverend Terry J. Lapinsky, pastor of the Kelloggsville Christian
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan, the convening church,
calls the assembly to order and leads in devotions, leading synod in pray-
ing the Opening Prayer for Ecclesiastical Assemblies in unison.

, ARTICLE 2
On behalf of the convening church, the Reverend Terry Lapinsky
welcomes the delegates to synod and addresses the assembly as follows:

On behalf of the congregation and consistory of the Kelloggsville Christian Re- -
formed Church I welcome you to the Synod of 1975.

Today you begin your deliberations which will result in decisions which will
give direction and guidance to the church as 1t seeks to be true to God’s
revealed Word and as it seeks to live a life mirroring the love of Jesus Christ.

Today and tomorrow will be filled with tensions. The tension between the
unknown and the known, between frustration and satisfaction, between sadness
and joy, and between work and play.

These tensions will be of benefit to you and the church because your lives, as
delegates to this synod, are characterized by the reality that you have one faith,
one baptism, one Lord, and one God and Father.

May you pick up the “movement of the kingdom® in the hope of Jesus Christ
whose cross, resurrection, and ascension stand surrounding you. May you pick
up the “movement of the kingdom™ knowing that these signs are from God
who is in the process of fulfilling his promise, “. . . they shall be my people and
I will be their God.”

ARTICLE 3
The president pro-tem requests the Stated Clerk to call the roll of
delegates, and the credentials of our thirty-seven classes indicate that
the following delegates are present:

DELEGATES TO THE SYNOD OF 1975
Classis Alberta North

Ministers............J. Westerhof Elders.................J. Vanden Brink
J. Joosse C. Visser
Classis Alberta South .
Ministers........... L. Mulder Elders......c........ M. VanderMeulen
H. Wildeboer M. Puurveen
Classis British Columbia
Ministers............ P. Jonker Elders...ccceaeceme, J. T. Ebbers

J. Kits D. Van Dyke
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Classis Cadillac

Ministers............ G. Heyboer Elders......c.cccoeeeus W. Hutchison

F. J. Van Dyk

Classis California South

H. Ebels

Ministers............ G. Klouw Elders.....co.cccuud C. VanderBrug

J. Rozeboom

Classis Central California

Ministers............ R. Buining Elders......cccccoueee
N. Veltman

Classis Chatham

J. Faber

P. Van Dyken
A. Francken

Ministers............P. Borgdorff Elders......ccceneene. C. Feyen
G. J. Heersink E. Ennema
Classis Chicago North
Ministers............ O. Breen ' Elders......ccc.-.-.. Dr. R. A. Hoekstra
E. Shuart ’ : G. Van Kampen
Classis Chicago South
Ministers........... J. Vander Lugt Elders................. N. Ozinga
S. Voortman . . J. Schenkel, Jr.
Classis Columbia
Ministers............ J. A. Petersen Elders......cccocceeee A. VanBelle
R. A. Bruxvoort H, E. Dykema
Classis Eastern Canada
Ministers............ M. D. Geleynse Elders.........c...... J. Drost
H. Boer "I VerHage
Classis Florida
Ministers...........E. Heerema Elders................B. Smit

G. Stoutmeyer
Classis Grand Rapids East

J. Fermandez

Ministers...........C. Boomsma - Elders................H. Ribbens
C. Terpstra ) M. J. VanElderen
Classis Grand Rapids North
Ministers...........E. Knott Elders............... Dr. J. Daling
M. Toonstra B. Cheadle
Classis Grand Rapids South
Ministers............ G. P. Holwerda Elders.....cc.coceee C. Ibershof
H. J. Kwantes T. Prins
Classis Grandville
Ministers............J. DeVries Elders......c.c....... H. Gelderloos
P. VanderWeide O. Harkema
Classis Hackensack
Ministers...........C. Niewenhuis Elders........c.c...... A. LaFleur
A. Rienstra F. Style, Sr.
Classis Hamilton

Ministers............ W. L. VanderBeek Elders........ccceee-ud G. Otten

R. J. Sikkema

C. Tigchelaar
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Classis Holland

Ministers............ C. Steenstra Elders........cc....... L. M. Lokers
R. Noorman J. Dykstra
Classis Hudson
Ministers...........E. Walhout Elders................Dr. J. H. Baker*
: N. Plantinga A. Snope
Classis Huron
Ministers............ A, Van Geest Elders...cceeeneee. B. Haverkamp
J. Kerssies ’ C. Biel

Ciﬂssis_ Illiana

Ministers............ Dr. E. Roels Elders................D. Jolink
J. DeVries Rev E. Bossenbroek
Classis Kalamazoo
Ministers............ L. Doezema Elders.....ccooeuu.en.. Dr. J. L. Kroon
J. Mulder B. Boersma
Classis Lake Erie
Ministers............ A. Hoksbergen Elders...c.cccoveeenec Dr. D. Kuiper
D. Postema W. Berkompas

Classis Minnesota North

Ministers............ A, VanFek Elders.............. ..A. DeVries
R. Kok J. DeJong
" Classis Minnesota South g
Ministers........... W. P. Green, ]Jr. Elders.......cceee.n. G. Walhof
B. DenHerder

W. Burgers

Classis Muskegon

Ministers............ N. Meyer Elders......ccoovnnee. A. Bultman
M. Beelen F. Brummel
. Classis Northcentral Iowa
Ministers............ H. Lamsma Elders... . eeinn C. ]. DeLange
H. P. Baak L. Bakker
Classis . Orange City
Ministers........... J. Fondse Elders................. V. Schemper
H. Hiemstra H. Haarsma
Classis Pacific Northwest
Ministers...........R. B. Vermeer Elders.....cccccevuened C. Lanting

A. Louwerse W. Hansen

: Classis Pella
Ministers............ S. Kramer

Elders............... L. Pothoven
R. Holwerda J. VanderMolen
Classis Quinte

Ministers............ A. DeJager Elders......ccoun.e.. H. DeJong

R. W. Popma W. Vos '

Classis Rocky Mountain

Ministers......... ...J. P. Boonstra Elders....coceeeeeo. C. Grey

L. VanEssen Dr. J. DeRoos

* Arrived Tuesday afternoon
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Classis Sioux Center

Ministers...........R. DeYoung' Elders................. H. DeGroot
J. VanEns Rev. T. VandenBosch
Classis Toronto
Ministers............J. W, Postman Elders.........c....... J. W. Cooper
J. B. Vos J. Brouwer
Classis Wisconsin
Ministers............ J. A. Hoeksema Elders.......ocouee. W. R. Goris
G. VanEnk D. VerHage
t Classis Zeeland
Ministers............ C. Bolt Elders................. T. Spriensma
T. L. Brouwer H. Huizenga
ARTICLE 4

Synod is now declared constituted and proceeds to elect by ballot the
following officers:

a. President, the Rev. Clarence Boomsma

b. Vice-president, the Rev. Jacob Vos

c. First Clerk, the Rev. Oliver Breen

d. Second Clerk, the Rev. Martin Geleynse

ARTICLE 5
The president of synod, the Rev. Clarence Boomsma, expresses the
appreciation of synod to the president pro-tem, the Rev. Terry Lapinsky,
for his services connected with the opening of synod. He acknowledges
gratefully the confidence shown to the officers of synod by the delegates
and he solicits their prayers for God’s blessing upon the work of the
officers and of the entire synod.

ARTICLE 6
The president, having requested the delegates to rise, reads the public
declaration of agreement with the forms of unity to which the delegates
assent.
ARTICLE 7
The president of synod welcomes the presidents of Calvin College and
Seminary, the faculty advisers, the denominational officers, the repre-

sentatives of denominational boards and the editors of The Banner and
De Wachter.

ARTICLE 8
The following time schedule is adopted: morning session, 8:30-11:45;

afternoon, 1:30-5:45; evening, 7:30-9:30; coffee breaks at 10:00 a.m.;
3:30 p.m.; and 9:30 p.m.

ARTICLE 9

The Stated Clerk presents the report of the Program Committee,
recommending approval of the following Advisory Committees:
CommiTrEE 1—Appeals T

Chairman, the Rev. E. Knott; Reporter, the Rev. J. Joosse; the Revs. J.
Boonstra, H. Hiemstra, J. A. Hoeksema J. Rozeboom; Elders E. Ennema, W.
Hansen, 'P. Van Dyken G. Van Kampen D. Verhage; Faculty advxser Dr. M.
Woudstra.
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CoMMITTEE 2——Appeals 11

Chairman, Dr. J. Daling; Reporter, the Rev. A, Van Eek; the Revs, T. L.
Brouwer, A. De Jager, S. Kramer, H, Lamsma, F, J. Van Dyk, S. Voortman;
Elders W. Berkompas, H. De Jong, Dr. J. De Roos, C. Visser; Faculty adviser,
Dr. H. Stob.

CommiTTEE 3—Church Order

Chairman, the Rev. ]J. Van Ens; Reporter, Dr. E. Roels the Revs. P. Borg-
dorff, Jay De Vries, H. Kwantes, A. A. Van Geest; Elders A. De Vries, J. Dyk-
stra, 'W. Schermper, ’A. Van Belle, W. Vos, G. Walhof ; Faculty adviser, Dr. A. A.
Hoekema.

CoMMITTEE 4—Confessional Matters

Chairman, the Rev. E. Heerema; Reporter, the Rev. E. Bossenbroek ; the Revs.
A. Hoksbergen, R. J. Sikkema, M. Toonstra Elders W, Burgers, C. J. De Lange,
H. Ebels, Dr. R. A. Hoekstra, C. Lantmg, J. Vanden Brink; Faculty adviser,
Dr. B, Van Elderen.

CoMMITTEE 5—Radio and Publications Ministries

Chairman, Mr. H. Ribbens; Reporter, the Rev. C. Bolt the Revs. H. Boer,
R. Holwerda, E. Shuart, W. Vander Beek, G. Van Enk; Elders J. Fernandez, A
La Fleur, M. Purveen, J. Schenkel, Jr., M. J. Van Elderen ; Faculty adwiser,
Prof. R. Recker.

CoMMITTEE 6—Domestic Missions

Chairman, the Rev. J. Vander Lugt; Reporter, the Rev. C. Steenstra; the
Revs. H. P. Baak, M. Beelen, G. J. Heersink, R. Kok, A. Louwerse; Elders F.
Brummel, J. W. Cooper, C. Grey, D. Jolink, D. Van Dyke; Faculty adviser,
Dr. C. Kromminga,

CommitrTEE 7—World Ministries

Chairman, the Rev. P. Jonker; Reporter, the Rev J. Petersen; the Revs. J.
Fondse, G. Heyboer, R. Noorman, R. Popma, A. Rienstra; Elders Dr. J. H.
Baker, A. Francken, W, Hutchison, C. Tigchelaar, Rev. T. Vanden Bosch, I.
Verhage; Faculty adviser, Prof. R. Recker.

ComMrITTEE 8—FEducational Matters

Chairman, the Rev. N. Veltman; Reporter, the Rev. E. Walhout; the Revs. B.
Den Herder, J. Kerssies, L. Mulder, D. Postema, G. Stoutmeyer; Elders C. Biel,
A. Bultman, J. Faber, Dr. J. L. Kroon, Dr. D. Kuiper, M. Vander Meulen;
Faculty advisers, Drs. J. Kromminga, W, Spoelhof.

CoMMITTEE 9—Denominational Services

Chairman, the Rev. C. Niewenhuis; Reporter, the Rev. J. Postman; the Revs.
James De Vries, R. De Young, N. Meyer, N. Plantinga; Elders L. Bakker, B.
Cheadle, H. E. Dykema, H. Huizenga, C. Vander Brug, ]J. Vander Molen; Fac-
ulty adviser, Dr. C. Kromminga.

CoMMITTEE 10—Interdenominational Quireach

Chairman, the Rev. C. Terpstra; Reporter, the Rev. H. Wildeboer; the Revs.
L. Doezema, W. P. Green, J. Kits, L. Van Essen; Elders J. De Jong, O. Har-
kema, L. M. Lokers, B. Smlt T. Spriensma, F, Style; Faculty adviser, Prof. J.
Stek.

ComMITTEE 11—Appoiniments (of Board and Commiitee Members)

Chairman, the Rev. J. Mulder; Reporter, the Rev. G. Holwerda; the Revs.
R. Buining, P. Vander Weide, R. Vermeer, J. Westerhof; Elders C. Feyen, W.
R. Goris, H. Haarsma, B. Haverkamp, L. Pothoven, T. Prins.

ComMITTEE 12—Financial Matters

Chairman, Mr. H. Gelderloos; Reporter, Mr. A. Snope; the Revs. R. A. Brux-
voort, G. Klouw; Elders B. Boersma, J. Brouwer, X, De Groot, J. T. Ebbers, C.
Ibershof, G. Otten, N. Ozinga, W. R. Rebel.

The report of the Program Committee is moved, supported, and adepted.
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ARTICLE 10
The Rev. L. J. Hofman, Secretary of the Board of Trustees of Calvin
College and Seminary, presents the following:

1. For the purpose of personalizing the presentation of candidates to
synod, the Board of Trustees submits a review of its contact and super-
vision of aspiring ministers.

First, an aspirant to the ministry is admltted to the seminary only after
the board has received from the seminary faculty information as to his
academic record, recommendation by his home consistory and college
advisers, and an interview with members of the seminary faculty.

Second, the aspirant submits to an interview by the Board of Trustees,
in consultation with the seminary faculty, before obtaining preaching
license.

Third, the aspirant submits to periodic examinations by the faculty,
and is regularly visited by the members of the faculty during his years as
a student. .

Fourth, pursuant to the decision of the Synod of 1961, the board
makes provision for one-to-one visits with senior seminarians about to
enter the ministry.

~ Fifth, the aspirant submlts toa thorough examination by the seminary
faculty prior to the obtaining of a B.D. or M.Div. degree, and the sem-
inary faculty presents a complete statement to the Board of Trustees of
the student’s qualifications and a recommendation regarding doctrinal
soundness, spiritual fitness, and personality.

Sixth, the aspirant submits to an interview before the Board of Trust-
ees for candidacy, and two sermon manuscripts are submitted for eval-
uation. The Board of Trustees presents its recommendations and report
of interviews to synod, with synod’s right to additional interview prior
to declaration of candidacy.

Seventh, the aspirant has been under the scrutiny of the church dur-
ing his two years of preaching, his summer field work assignment, and,
in some instances, his year of service as seminary intern.

2. Upon recommendation of the seminary faculty and after interview
by the Board of Trustees, the board recommends that synod declare the

following as candidates for the ministry in the Christian Reformed
Church:

Richard Blauw Edward Hommes David Sieplinga
Douglas A. Bosscher William Ipema John Sittema

Joseph Brinks John Klooster¥** Keith Tanis

Karl Bratt Nelson Kloosterman Leonard Troast
William Brouwers, Jr. John Looman*¥* Robert Van Hofwegen
Robert De Moor Wiebo Ludwig Herman Van Niejenhuis
Ralph Fluit Peter Meyer Joe Veltman

Fred Gunnink James Molenbeek Allen Verhey*

Henry Gunnink Thomas Oosterhuis George Vink

John Hielkema Jack Reiffer Harry Weidenaar
Jerry Holleman Terry Schram Karl Willoughby

* Anticipates a teaching ministry outside of the Christian Reformed Church.
*#* Candidacy is contingent upon the completion of academic deficiencies.
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Synod enters into executive session for consideration of possible ques-
tions regarding the candidates. The minutes of the executive session are
placed in the synodical files.

Delegates are invited to enjoy an organ rec1tal by John E. Hamersma
at.l p.a. : :

The morning session is closed with prayer :

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 10, 1975
Second Session

ARTICLE 11
After opening devotions, the chairman welcomes to our session the Rev.
C. Reitsma, fraternal delegate from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

ARTICLE 12
It is decided to consider the names of recommended candidates indi-
vidually.
All thlrty three are declared candidates for the ministry in the Chris-
tian Reformed Church. The president congratulates those who are

present.
A motion is made that the candidates be eligible for call on June
24, 1975, ~~Adopted

A recommendation is made that the Executive Committee of the board
be authorized to certify to the Stated Clerk that the two candidates
(John Looman, John Klooster) have completed the academic require-
ment; and that the Stated Clerk be authorized thereupon to announce
their candidacy in the church papers. —Adopted

ARTICLE 13
The president of synod announces the following appointments:
a. Reception Committee: the Revs. N. Meyer and G. Klouw
b. News Releases: the Revs. J. B. Vos and C. Terpstra
c. Obituary Committee: Elder M. Van Elderen and Rev. R. Holwerda
d. Devotions Committee: Elder D. Jolink
The session is closed with prayer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 11, 1975
Third Session

ARTICLE 14
After devotions, the roll is called. A}l delegates are present except
Elder W. Berkompas of Classis Lake Erie. Elder J. H. Baker is present
for Classis Hudson and rises to express agreement w1th the Forms of
Unity.
The minutes of Tuesday’s sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 15
The First Clerk reads a letter from Classis Orange City which ac-
companies an overture re Capital Punishment, received June 2, 1975.
He reads a recommendation from the officers of synod:
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“Having considered the request of Classis Orange City, your officers
deem it unwise to consider this overture at this synod. While the over-
ture has merit, it has not been before the churches, and no committee
of synod can do justice to it in a few days.” —Adopted

The morning session is concluded with prayer, and the Advisory Com-
mittees meet for the remainder of the morning.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 11, 1975
Fourth Session

ARTICLE 16
Following devotions, the synod goes into executive session. The min-
utes of this session are on file.

ARTICLE 17
Advisory Committee 8, Educational Matters, the Rev. E. Walhout re-
porting, presents the following:

I. ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT OF CALVIN COLLEGE

A. Materials:

1. Report 2: I, C, 1; II, B, 1; Biographical Sketches of the Nominees.

2. Report 2-A.

3. Report of the Presidential Search Committee to the Calvin College
Board of Trustees.

4. Resumé: Anthony ]. Diekema.

5. Resumé: Nicholas P. Wolterstorff.

6. Evaluation of the Nominees for the Office of- President of Calvin
College.

7. “Challenges Facing Calvin College: Selected Comments” by An-
thony J. Diekema.

8. “To the Members of the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church,
1975, by Nicholas P. Wolterstorff

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the Rev. Henry De
Mots, president of the Board of Trustees, and to the Rev. Leonard Hof-
man, secretary, to represent the Board of Trustees in all matters pertain-
ing to Calvin College and Seminary. —Adopted

2. That synod accept the board’s nomination of Anthony J. Diekema
and Nicholas P. Wolterstorff for the office of President of Calvin
College. —Adopted

3. That synod interview both nominees. —Adopted

4. That the following procedure for the interviews be implemented:

a. Anthony J. Diekema to be interviewed on Friday, June 13, at
10:30 a.m., in open session.

b. Nlcholas P. Wolterstorff to be interviewed on Friday, June 13, at
4:00 p.m., in open session.

c. The reporter of the Advisory Committee for Educational Matters
to initiate the interview, followed by questioning from the floor. (Dele-
gates are invited to suggest items for the initial interview to the re-
porter.)
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d. A maximum of one and one-half hours be allowed for each inter- .

view. —Adopted
5. That the following procedure for voting be implemented:
a. Discussion of the nominees to begin after the noon lunch on Mon-
day, June 16, followed immediately by the vote.
b. Voting to be done by ballot, with the results announced to synod

immediately thereafter. —Adopted
6. That the president of synod notify each nominee as soon as possible
of the results of the voting. —Adopted

7. That the president of synod request the Rev. Leonard J. Hofman,
secretary of the Board of Trustees and chairman of the Pre51dent1al
Search Committee to:

a. Notify each nominee of the time of interview;

b. Receive the nominees when they arrive at synod;

c. Introduce the nominees to synod at the time of interview.

—Adopted
II. REcocNrTioN DINNER
A. Materials: Report 2-A.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod hold a recognition dinner for Dr. Henry Stob, Prof.
Martin Karsten, Dr. John Timmerman, and Dr. Steve Van Der Weele
recognizing them for their faithful service to Calvin College and Sem-
inary and to the church. —Adopted

2. That this recognition dinner be held Tuesday evening, June 17,
1975. —Adopted

3. That the president of synod appoint a committee to make all neces-
sary arrangements for this recognition dinner. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee § is continued in Article 33.)

ARTICLE 18
Advisory Committee 5, Radio and Publications Ministries, the Rev.
C. Bolt reporting, presents the following:

1. Back 10 Gop TracT COMMITTEE
A. Material: Report 7.

B. Recommendations:
1. That synod approve the work of the Back to God Tract Committee.
—Adopted
2. That synod urge the Back to God Tract Committee to give con-
sideration to the free distribution of tracts to the military (active and
inactive) and institutional chaplains. —Adopted

II. SeErMONS FOR READING SERVICES
A. Material: Report 18.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod approve the publication of the Living Word sermon
series from June 1, 1976 through May 31, 1977. —Adopted

2. That synod recommend that our churches subscribe to and use the
Living Word sermons, by way of announcements in The Banner and De
Wachter. =Adopted
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3. That synod continue the Sermons for Reading Services Committee.
—Adopted

1I1. Farta, PravEr AND TracT LEAGUE
A. Material: Report 26.

B. Recommendation: That synod gratefully acknowledge the work of
the League and Mr. Herbert Kramer, the synodical representative.
—Adopted

IV. ONLY APPROVED BiBLE VERSIONs FOR EpucAaTiONAL MATERIALS
A. Material: Overture 16.

B. Recommendation: That synod not accede to Overture 16 of Classis
Sioux Center.

Grounds:

1. The Church Order’s references to “approved” or “designated”
Bible versions (Art. 47, 52b) specifically indicate this as applying to use
in the worship services.

2. The educational task of the church, particularly as it applies to
young children, involves considerable interpretation, paraphrase, and
elucidation of biblical texts. To set forth regulations limiting the writers
of this material to certain Bible versions would create substantial diffi-
culties for them.

3. Current Education Department practice is to use a “synodically
approved version” (the RSV) for most memory work. Exceptions to this
practice reflect the Education Department’s awareness of and sensitivity
to the theological and linguistic issues involved in the use of versions of
the Bible not approved by synod, particularly paraphrases, and familiarity
with the findings of the synodical Bible Translation Committee regard-
ing these versions, —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 5 is continued in Article 35.)

ARTICLE 19
Advisory Committee 6, Domestic Missions, the Rev. C. Steenstra re-
porting, presents the following:
I. CurisTiaN LAYMEN’s LEAGUE
A. Material: Report 24.

B. Recommendations:
1. That synod express appreciation for the work of the League.

—Adopted
2. That synod continue to name a representative to the Christian
Laymen’s League. —Adopted

1I. BisLE TrRANSLATION COMMITTEE

A. Material: Report 8.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod thank the Bible Translation Committee for its review
of The New English Bible published in our church papers. —Adopted

2. That synod encourage the committee to review other versions, as
suggested in its report, and publish these reviews in our church papers.

—Adopted
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3. That synod instruct the committee to consider the feasibility of
publishing a pamphlet containing the reviews of the commlttee

Grounds:

a. There is need for such material arising from thé multxphuty of
Bible versions and paraphrases.

b. Adult education would be served well by such material. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 36.)

ARTICLE 20
Advisory Committee 3, Church Order, Dr. E. Roels reporting, pre-
sents the following:

I. ComMITTEE ON ImPLICATIONS OF THE GUIDELINES FOR OFFICE AND

ORDINATION AND “LAYWORKERS IN EvaNGELISM”

A. Material: Report 43,

B. Observation:

The committee was initially appointed in 1973. In 1974 synod
granted the committee a one-year extension for completing its work.
For various reasons indicated in the report the committee has not been
able to finish its work.

C. Recommendation:- That synod grant the request.of the committee
for the reason indicated, that the time of its mandate be extended till the
Synod of 1976. —Adopted

II. Revise CrurcH ORDER ARTICLE 424

A. Materials:

1. Overture 1.

2. Overture 25.

B. Observations:

It is readily acknowledged that the practice of church visitation has
not always been as effective or as meaningful as it might have been.
In many instances church visitation has been conducted mechanically,
hastily, and with relatively little profit. On the other hand, many have
found church visitation to provide a meaningful setting for receiving
genuinely helpful counsel and needed fraternal advice, as well as an
opportunity for pastoral and consistorial growth.

Since church visitation has the potential for providing significant
benefits for every consistory, it is important that the practice of regular
visitation be strengthened rather than weakened. Those churches which
are at some distance from others within the classis surely need the stimu-
lation and fellowship provided by church visitation as much as, or even
more, than others. The expenditure of time and money which may be
involved is surely justified by the potential results of a well executed
program of visiting. Consequently, rather than diminishing the num-
ber of visits which are to be made, the classes should diligently continue
the practice of yearly visitation while seeking to make each visit a
meaningful and spiritually enriching experience for all of those involved.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod not adopt the overture of Classis Hudson regarding
a change in article 42a of the Church Order.
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Grounds:

a. It has not been demonstrated that “many Christian Reformed
churches do not need such a visit every year.”

b. The fact that “all congregations continue to have the privilege
of requesting advice of the church visitors at any time” does not.remove
the need for and bencfit of yearly church visiting conducted by a team

of experienced and competent office bearers. —Adopted
2. That synod declare the adoption of this recommendation to be
its answer to Overture 25. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 3 is continued in Article 79.)

ARTICLE 21
Advisory Comnittee 9, Denominational Services, the Rev. J. W. Post-
man reporting, presents the following:

I. HistoricaL COMMITTEE

A. Material: Report 13.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod defray costs incurred by the Denominational Historical
Committee in the acquisition, administration, preservation, and cata-
loging of materials in the denominational archives, and to help subsidize
the continued acquisition and preservation of historic materials which
contribute to our denominational heritage. —Adopted

2. That synod strongly urge classes and consistories having in their
possession the minutes of churches which have been disbanded or
merged with other congregations to deposit these records with the
Denominational Historical Committee or have them microfilmed for
the Heritage Hall files. —Adopted

3. That synod urge consistories to co-operate with the Historical
Committee with regard to the questionnaires sent out to them.

—Adopted
IT. MINISTERIAL INFORMATION SERVICE
A. Material: Report 16.

B. Recommendation: That synod take grateful note of the work of

the Ministerial Information Service. —Adopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 9 is continued in Article 34.)
ARTICLE 22

The session is closed with prayer.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 11, 1975
Fifth Session

ARTICLE 23

Devotions are held with special prayer for Rev. and Mrs. Walter
Hekman who met with a serious automobile accident.

ARTICLE 24

Advisory Committee 2, Appeals II, the Rev. A. Van Eek reportmg
presents the following:
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1. DELAY ApoPTioN OF REPORTS ON IMPORTANT MATTERS
A. Material: Overture 9.

B. Recommendation: That synod not accede to the overture of Classis
Grandville.

Grounds:

. Although svnod appreciates the concern that consistories receive
reports of study committees early enough for sufficient study, synod
urges that the wisdom of referring reports to the churches can best be
Judged on the basis of their contents.

2. Articles 29, 30, 31 of the Church Order guard against undue haste
in adoption of major study reports and provide for proper appeal after
adoption.

3. Binding synod to a policy of delaying adoption of major study

. reports by at least one year following their submission to synod tends to
curtail synod in its deliberative task. —ddopted

II. Synobical. RULES FOR ANNOUNCING MINISTERIAL SUSPENSION
A. Material: Printed Appeal 2.

B. Recommendation: That synod sustain the protest of Classis North-
central Towa and remove the provision for mandatory publication of
notice of suspension, adopted by Synod 1972 in article 22, section II,
B, 1, “In the case of suspension the consistory shall notify the stated
clerk of its classis. He shall then notify the stated clerks of all other
classes concerning the action, and these shall in turn notify each con-
sistory within their classis.” '

Grounds:

1. The minor assemblies involved in the suspension can judge whether
publication of notice of suspension serves the best interest of the minis-
ster and of all the churches.

2. As long as suspension of a minister awaits final disposition, publi-
cation of notice of suspension could not only prove unnecessary but also
uncharitable and in violation of the ninth commandment. According
to Lord’s Day 43 of the Heidelberg Catechism we are not “to join in
condemning anyone without a hearing or without a just cause . . . I

should do what I can to guard and advance my neighbor’s good name.”
—Adopted

ITI. ReguesT or Barpwin StreeT CRC, JeEnisoN, MIGHIGAN, TO RE-
oPEN THE ArpEAL oF CENTRAL AVENUE CONSISTORY

A. Matenals:

1. Overture 18.

2. Acts of Synod 1972, Article 70, Section 1.

B. Recommendation: That synod not accede to this request.

Ground: No evidence has been presented that Synod 1972 did not
properly hear and judge the appeal. —Adopted

{The report of Advisory Committee 2 is continued in Article 62.)
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ARTICLE 25
Advisory Committee 4, Confessional Matters, the Rev. E, Bossenbroek
reporting presents the following:

[. Lrrurcica. CoMMITTEE

A. Material: Report 15.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod remind the churches that the Forms for Baptism and
the Form for Public Confession of Faith are to be submitted by the
Liturgical Committee to the Synod of 1976 for final approval, and that
the reactions to the provisional forms must be submitted to the Litur-
gical Committee by September 15, 1975, CL —Adopted

2. That synod encourage the Liturgical Committee to prepare a collec-
tion of prayers as listed in their report.

Grounds:

a. It is part of the committee’s mandate as given by the 1964 Synod.

b. There is a need for these prayers, especially in our vacant
churches. ' ~—Adopted

II. FirsT HicaLaND CoNsisTory REQUESTS SyNoD To RECONSIDER De-
cISION RE BarrismaL Form

A. Material: Printed Appeal 4.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod not accede to the request of the First Highland Con-
sistory to reconsider the decision re Baptismal Form.

Ground: The appeal expresses disagreement with certain expressions
in the translation of the form but does not substantiate the contention
that the translation disagrees with Scripture or is unReformed.

: —Adopted

2. That synod ask the Liturgical Committee to take into consider-

ation the difficulties that this consistory has with the new form.
—Adopted

II1. EscuATorocicAL Issues 1IN NORTH AMERIGA

A. Material: Report 36.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod concur with the conclusion of the study commitiee
that it is not feasible to request the RES to make the kind of study the
Synod of 1974 asked for.

Grounds:

a. The task as outlined by the committee is so immense as to exceed
anything normally assigned to a synodical study committee,

b. Such a study would have to deal with many technical details of
theology and Bible interpretation that are beyond the proper scope of
synod’s work. —Adopted

2. That synod urge all professors and pastors to teach, preach and
write positively and forthrightly on the coming of Jesus Christ.

\ —ddopted
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3. That synod take note of the fact that Dr. A, A, Hoekema is pres-
ently perparing a book on Reformed eschatology. ~Adopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 46.)

ARTICLE 26

' Advisory Commiittee 10, Interdenominational Outreach, the Rev. H.
Wildeboer reporting presents the following:

I. INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

A. Matenals:

1. Report 14.

2, Communication 1: Letter from the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand (September 20, 1974).

3. Communication 2: Interchurch Relations Committee response to
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand (November 20, 1974).

B. Recommendations:

I. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the president, Dr.
John Bratt, and the secretary, the Rev. Tymen Hofman, of the Inter-
church Relations Committee when synod deals with inter-denomina-

tional matters. —Adopted
2. That synod express its thanks to Dr. John Bratt for his six years
of service on the Interchurch Relations Committee. —dAdopted

3. That synod’s response to the letter addressed to our synod by the
Synod of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand, dated September
20, 1974, state the following:

a. Synod regrets that the decision to replace the formal relationship
of “sister churches” with the relationship of “churches in ecclesiastical
fellowship” has occasioned disappointment for the Synod of the Re-
formed Churches of New Zealand. Synod assures the Synod of the
Reformed Churches of New Zealand that its decision does in no way
question the faithfulness of the Reformed Churches of New Zcaland,
nor docs it reflect any problem between our two denominations.

b. Synod assures the Synod of the Reformed Churches of New Zca-
land that it endorses the response of its Interchurch Relations Com-
mittee as expressed in the letter of November 20, 1974,

c. Synod instructs its Interchurch Relations Committée to continue
correspondence with the Reformed Churches of New Zealand pertain-
ing to these matters and to do all in its power to maintain and pro-
mote a close and vital relationship with the Reformed Churches of
New Zealand. —Adopted

4. That synod instruct the Stated Clerk to relay recommendation 3
to the Synod of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. —Adopted

II. Lorp’s Day ALLIANCE oF THE UNITED STATES

A. Material: Report 28.

B. Recommendations: ,

1. That synod commend the work of the Lord’s Day Alliance of the
United States, recognize this organization as worthy of our prayers and
continuing interest, and thank our synodical representative for his
report. —Adopted
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2. That synod maintain representation on the Lord’s Day Alliance
Board. —Adopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued in Article 30.)

ARTICLE 27

Advisory Committee 12, Financial Matters, Mr., A. Snope reporting,
presents the following:
Crurcr Here Funp

A. Material: Report 10.

B. Recommendation: That synod approve the report of the Church
Help Fund as presented. —Adopted
(The report of Advisory Cominittee 12 is continued in Article 38.)

The session is concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 12 1975
Sixth Session

ARTICLE 28

The session is opened with devotions.

The roll is called. The Rev. K. Van Wyk replaces the Rev. G.
Heyboer as delegate from Classis Cadillac. He expresses agreement with
the Forms of Unity.

The minutes of Wednesday’s session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 29
Advisory Commiittee 7, World Ministries, the Rev. J. Petersen report-
ing, presents the following re the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign
Missions:

[. REPRESENTATION AT SYNOD

A. Material: Report 3.

B. Recommendation: That the Rev. Henry Erffmeyer, chairman of
the board, Mr. Donald Zwier, treasurer of the board, and the Rev.
Henry Evenhouse, executive secretary, be permitted to represent the
board on all matters relating to foreign missions. —Adopted

II. PRESENTATION OF MISSIONARIES

A. Material: Report 3.

B. Recommendation: That synod set apart a time early in the sessions
of synod for the introduction of missionaries who are on home service
and those who are preparing to leave for their first assignment in a for-
eign country. —Adopied

[TI. HoNORABLE MENTION

A. Material: Report 3.

B. Recommendation: That synod give honorable mention to those
who during the last year have terminated their active service under
our board. They are:
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Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Clousing, Mr, and Mrs. Fred DeJong, Mr. and
Mirs. John De Hoog, Rev. and Mrs, Ronald W, DeYoung, Mr. and Mrs.
Allen Flietstra, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jansen, Rev. and Mrs, Robert
Jipping, Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Kingma, Rev. and Mrs. Timothy Monsma,
Dr. and Mrs. Keith Plate, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Vermeer, Rev. and
Mrs. John Schuring, Rev. and Mrs. Simon Wo]fert and Rev. and Mrs.
Jerry Pott. —Adopted

IV. AREA SECRETARIES
A. Material: Report 3.
B. Recommendations:
1. That synod reappoint Dr. Eugene Rubmgh as Africa Area Secre-

tary for a period of six years. —Adopted
2. That synod reappoint Rev. Edward Van Baak to be Far East
Area Secretary for a period of six years. —Adopted

V. Lay MEMBERsHIP ON BoARD

A. Material: Report 3.

B. Recommendation: That synod remind the classes to give more posi-
tive consideration to the option which is theirs, namely, that they may
appoint laypersons as representatives to the board.

Grounds:

1. This would give better balance of representation of ordained men
and laypersons.

2. There are many laypersons available whose participation in the
work of the board would provide a broader resource of insight and
ability. —Adopted

ARTICLE 30

Advisory Committee 10, Interdenominational Outreach, the Rev. H.
Wildeboer reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory
Committee 10 is continued from Article 26.)

I. FRATERNAL DELEGATES
A. Material: Communication 15.
B. Recommendations:
1. That synod take note

a. That the Rev. Nelson Vanderzee was our fraternal delegate to
the General Synod of the RCA.

b. That Dr. John Bratt and Mr. Albert Bel represented the CRC at
concurrent meetings of the synods of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church (NA), Reformed Presbyterian Church (ES) and the General
Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh.

c. That Dr. P. Y. De Jong was delegated to the Classis of the Re-
formed Church in the United States.

d. That Dr. John Bratt will represent the CRC at the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church in America meeting in September 1975.

e. That Dr. John H. Kromminga, the Rev. Gerard Bouma, the Rev.
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Jacob Eppinga and the Rev. Tymen E. Hofman are delegated to the
Genceral Synod of the Gercformeudc Kerken of the Netherlands.

—Adopted

2. That synod note that Dr, John Kromminga will be officially

present as the delegated observer and the Rev. Peter Ipema, presently

serving in Nairohi, as visitor at the World Council of Churches meeting

to be held in Nairobi. —wAdopted

II. Tur NorTH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN AND RErorMED CoUNCIL

A. Material: Report 14. '

B. Recommendation: That synod endorse the action of the Inter-
church Relations Committec with respect to the North American Pres.
bytertan and Reformed Council (NAPaRC) and mandate the Inter-
church Relations Committee to formalize the membership of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church in the Council and provisionally approve the
Constitution and By-Laws of the Council. —Adopted

The Rev. L. Doezema and Elder M. Van Elderen request that their
negative vote be recorded.

{The report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued in Article 41).

ARTICLE 31
The president extends synod’s welcome to Dr. Donald C. Graham
fraternal delegate of the Presbyterlan Church in America, who will
address synod later in our sessions.

The session is concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 12, 1975
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 32
After devotions, the chairman announces that the Committee on

Arrangements for the Tuesday evening dinner is the Rev. E. Shuart
and the Rev. P. VanderWeide.

ARTICLE 33
Advisory Committee 8, Educational Matters, the Rev. E. Walhout
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 8
is continued from Article 17.)

I. RESCHEDULING OF INTERVIEWS

A. Information: Dr. Diekema has informed the Rev. L. Hofman that
an emergency situation has developed which makes it impossible for
him to appcar for interview on Friday.

B. Recommendations:

1. That both interviews be rescheduled for Monday rather than Friday
{10:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.).

2. That the discussion and vote be rescheduled for Tuesday rather
than Monday (after noon lunch).

3. That all other arrangements remain unchanged. —Adopted
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II. SEMINARY STAFF

A. Materials:

1. Report 2.

2. Report 2-A.

B. Recommendations:

. That Dr. Melvin Hugen be reappointed as Associate Professor of
Pastox al Care for two vears.

2. That Dr. Richard De Ridder be reappointed as Lecturcr in Church
and Ministry for the academiic year 1975-76.

3. That Mr. Peter De Klerk be reappointed as Theological Librarian
and Head of the Theological Division of the Library for a term of {our
years. ‘

4. That synod approve the reappointment of the Rev. John Schuur-
mann as Assistant in the theological division of the library for one vear.

-—Adopted
III ACADEMIC MATTERS IN THE SEMINARY
A. Materials:
I. Report 2-A.

2. Report 2-B.

B. Recommendations:

L. That synod take note¢ that the board declared that a vacancy
exists in the Church and Ministry Division, and mandate the f{aculty
to prepare a nomination for the position of Professor of Church Polity
and Church Administration with a view to action by the hoard and
appointment by the Synod of 1976, ——Adopted

2. That synod recognize the M. Div. degree as the preferved degree
qualifying for the Christian Reformed ministry,

Grounds: .

a. The academic requirements of the Bachelor of Divinity program
are undiminished, remaining intact in the Master of Divinity program.

b. The Master of Divinity program adds substantially to field educa-
tion and improves the quality of its supervision.

c. The Master of Divinity program provides for greater integration
of classroom theory and practical experience for both students and
faculty.

d. A two-year trial period has indicated a gcnena[ approval of the
M. Div. program on the part of students,

e. The Advisory Committce on Seminary Program found widespread
desire in the church for the kind of training provided in the M. Div.
program. —Adopted

3. That after the Synod of 1978 no one be admitted to ministerial
candidacy in the regular way who does not possess the Calvin Seininary
M. Div. degree or its equivalent, with the exception of anyone who,
previous to the Synod of 1978, met the established requirements for
" candidacy by means of the B.D. degree plus the program of ficld
education required for candidacy at the time he received that degree.

Grounds:

a. The M. Div. degree is the preferred degree for ministerial can-
didatcs. :
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b. The date set allows ample time for students to plan their courses
of study and conform to this regulation, —Adopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued in Article 39.)

ARTICLE 34
Advisory Committee 9, Denominational Services, the Rev. J. W. Post-
man reporting, presents the following: (Advisory Committee 9 report
continued from Article 21.)

I. Synopical. DEpuTiES REPORTS
A. Approval of the Classical Examination of Candidates

Classis Candidate Synodical Deputies
British Columbia. James Vander Schaaf  J. D. Pereboom, Alberta North
.D. Tinklenberg, Pacific Northwest
L. Mulder, Alberta South

California South Thomas Pettinga D. Tinklenberg, Pacific Northwest
H. Petroelje, Central Galifornia
E. Boer, Rocky Mountain

Chicago North Case Admiraal H. G. Arnold, Illiana
M. Van Donselaar, Northcentral Iowa
S. Kramer, Pella

Columbia Albert De Vries H. Petroelje, Central California
E. Boer, Rocky Mountain
R. B. Vermeer, Pacific Northwest

Grand Rapids North Dennis Kamper J. A. DeKruyter, Grand Rapids East
J. D. Eppinga, Grand Rapids South
. DeWolf, Grandville

o

Grand Rapids South John J. Ouwinga

]

. Blankespoor, Zeeland
. O. DeGroot, Grand Rapids North
. D. Buursma, Kalamazoo

b =R

Hackensack John VanRegenmorter D. P. Wisse, Hudson
. Gritter, Eastern Canada

. Nonnekes, Huron

Q=

[

Holland Roger Bultman . C. Bossenbroek, Grandyville
. Vander Kam, Kalamazoo

. H. Oostendorp, Muskegon

=

Huron Lawrence J. Howerzyl . Vugteveen, Chatham
J. Karel Boersma H. DeBolster, Hamilton
J. B. Vos, Toronto

—

Illiana Eric C. Fennema C. VanEssen, Chicago North
J. Bylsma, Chicago South
A. Brink, Grand Rapids South

Minnesota North Terry Genzink T. Heyboer, Minnesota South
J. Elenbaas, Northcentral Iowa
. H. DeGroot, Orange City

" Muskegon Jacob Weeda ~ G. Compaan, Cadillac
J. A. DeKruyter, Grand Rapids East
L. C. Bossenbroek, Grandville
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Classis Candidate Synodical Deputies
Rocky Mountain Anthony Begay M. Van Donselaar, Northcentral Towa
Ronald Cok J. H. Rubingh, Orange City
Maurice De Young P. Y. De Jong, Sioux Center
Ronald Nydam
Sioux Center David Smit T. Wevers, Minnesota North

Marinus VanDeSteeg  J. H. Rubingh, Orange City
S. Kramer, Pella

Toronto Tony J. Ouwehand H. DeBolster, Hamilton
G. Nonnekes, Huron
A. DeJager, Quinte

Zeeland G. John Bosma J. D. Eppinga, Grand Rapids South
L. C. Bossenbroek, Grandville
E. H. Oostendorp, Muskegon

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. : —Adopted

B. Ministers Serving in Extraordinary T asks

1. The synodical deputies T. Wever (Classis Minnesota North), J.
H. Rubingh (Classis Orange City), S. Kramer (Classis Pella) con-
curred in the decision of Classis Sioux Center that the work of Dr.
James A. De Jong to be loaned to the Dordt College Bible Department
is spiritual in character and in keeping with the ministerial calling.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

2. The synodical deputies M. Van Donselaar (Classis Northcentral
Iowa), J. H. Rubingh (Classis Orange City), P. Y. De Jong (Classis
Sioux Center), concurred in the decision of Classis Rocky Mountain
that the work for which the Third Church of Denver seeks the services
of the Rev. G. Negen is spiritual in character and in keeping with the
ministerial calling.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

3. The synodical deputies L. A. Bazuin (Classis Iliana), W. Buursma
(Classis Kalamazoo), and T. Medema (Classis Wisconsin) concurred
in the decision of Classis Chicago South that the work of Dr. A, C, De
Jong as Professor of Biblical Theology at Trinity Christian College is
spiritual in character and in keeping with the ministerial calling.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

4. The synodical deputies L. A. Bazuin {Classis Illiana), W. Buursma
(Classis Kalamazoo), and T. Medema (Classis Wisconsin) concurred
in the decision of Classis Chicago South that the work of the Rev. A.
Compaan as teacher of Psychology and director of pastoral counseling
at Trinity Christian College is spiritual in character and in keeping
with the ministerial calling,

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted
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5. The synodical deputies H. De Bolster (Classis Hamilton), J. Koole
{Classis Huron), J. B. Vos (Classis Toronto), concurred in the de-
cision of Classis Quinte that the work of the Rev. P. Mantel as Prison
Chaplain is spiritual in character and in keeping with the ministerial
calling.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

6. The synodical deputies G. Stob (Classis Hudson), A. Hoksbergen
(Classis Lake Erie), P. Jonker (Classis Toronto), concurred in the de-
cision of Classis Hackensack that the work of the Rev. Dick Oostenink
as associate pastor for service on the faculty of the United States Army
Chaplain School as Superintendent of the School Library is spiritual
in character and in keeping with the ministerial office.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

C. Ministers From Other Denominations

The synodical deputies G. Compaan (Classis Cadillac), H. Vander
Kam (Classis Kalamazoo), C. Bolt (Classis Zeeland) having heard the
Collogquium Doctum held with the Rev. V. C. Patterson of the United
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. concurred in the decision of Classis Grand
Rapids East to admit the brother to the ministry of the Word and
Sacraments in the Christian Reformed Church.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

D. Severing Pastoral-Congregational Relationships

1. The synodical deputies M. Van Donselaar (Classis Northcentral
Towa), J. H. Rubingh (Classis Orange City), P. Y. De Jong (Classis
Sioux Center), concurred in the decision of Classis Rocky Mountain to
sever the pastoral relationship between the Rev. G. De Young and the
Palm Lane congregation.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. \ —Adopted

2. The synodical deputies P. Ouwinga (Classis Minnesota North), H.
De Groot, (Classis Orange City), J. H. Engbers (Classis Sioux Center)
concurred in the decision of Classis Minnesota South that the Rev. P.

‘Koster be released from active ministerial service in the Ebenezer
Christian Reformed Church of Leota, Minnesota according to Article
17, a of the Church Order. ‘ )

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical

deputies. —Adopted

E. Release from Office

The synodical deputies M. R. Doornbos (Classis Grand Rapids North),
G. Compaan (Classis Cadillac), W. Vander Haak (Classis Holland)
concurred with the request of the Fruitport Consistory regarding the

release from office of the Rev. F. Lyle Christensen according to Article
14b of the Church Order.
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Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopied

F. Deposition

The synodical deputies H. De Bolster (Classis Hamilton), G. Non-
nekes (Classis Huron), D. C. Los (Classis Quinte) concurred in the
decision of Classis Toronto to depose the Rev. S. Terpstra from the
ministry of the Word and sacraments in the Christian Reformed Church.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

G. Resignation

That synod take note of the resignation of the Rev. William Masse-
link from the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church as of Novem-
ber 1974. —Adopted

H. Recommendation: That synod approve the following emeritations:

Rev. John Van Harmelen—Classis Chatham reason: retirement age;
May 1, 1975.

Rev. Marvin C. Baarman—Classis Flonda reason: health; January
15, 1975.

Rev. Harry G. Vander Ark—Classis Grand Rapids East; reason:
health; September 1, 1974.

Rev. Renze O. De Groot—Classis Grand Rapids North; reason: retire-
ment age; May 1, 1975.

Rev. Paul Ouwinga—Classis Minnesota North; reason: retirement
age; July 1, 1975.

Rev. Allan Dykstra—Classis Orange City; continued on ground of
medical disability.

Rev. John H. Rubingh-—Classis Orange City; reason: retirement age;
January 1, 1975.

Rev. John C. Verbrugge—Classis Wisconsin; reason: retirerent age;
October 1, 1974.

Dr. Henry Stob~—Classis Grand Rapids East; reason: retirement age;
July 1, 1975,

Rev. Jerry J. Pott—Classis Grand Rapids South; reason: retirement

age; October 1, 1975. —ddopted
II. CoNGERNING THE CLASSICAL EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES
1. Classis Candidate Synodical Deputies

Grand Rapids East Sherwin Van Klompenberg M. Doornbos, Grand Rapids North
W. Buursma, Kalamazoo
C. Bolt, Zeeland

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies.

Ground: While perhaps redundant, the work of Classis Grand Rapids
East and the synodical deputies upheld the previous synodically ap-
proved work of the deputies at the Orange City classis meeting.

—Adopted

2. Classis Candidate Synodical Deputies

Grandville Jack Huttenga W. Vander Haak, Holland
A. Brink, Grand Rapids South
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Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies.

Ground: A majority of the synodical deputies concurred with the de-
cision of classis. —dAdopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 9 is continued in Article 56.)

ARTICLE 35
Advisory Committee 5, Radio and Publication Ministries, the Rev. C.
Bolt reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Com-
mittee 5 is continued from Article 18.)

TuEe Back to Gop Hour

A. Materials:

1. Report 1.

2. Lansman-Milam Petition.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Dr. Joel Nederhood
and either the president, the Rev. D. Negen, or the secretary, the Rev.
Neal Punt, when Back to God Hour matters are discussed. —Adopted

2. That synod grant Dr. Joel Nederhood opportunity to address synod

in behalf of the Back to God Hour. —Adopted
3. That synod approve the work of the Back to God Hour Committee
and staff and express appreciation for the work done. —Adopted

4. That synod instruct the Back to God Hour Committee to study
the principles behind and implications of the proposed expansion of a
television ministry of the Back to God Hour, and present guidelines in
their report to the Synod of 1976.

Grounds:

a. The nature and formats of television broadcast are significantly
different from radio broadcasting, as indicated by the report.

b. The substantial expenses involved in the method of broadcasting
outreach makes it a matter of good stewardship to examine the principles
on which any Reformed television programming is based. = —Adopted

Observation re Recommendations 5 and 6
The Back to God Hour has brought to our attention the Lansman-
Milam petition which is before the Federal Communications Commis-
sion in Washington, D.C. This petition states: . .. we are asking . . .
that a freeze be imposed immediately on all applications for reserved
educational FM and TV channels . . . by any and all ‘Christian,” ‘Bible,’
‘Religious,’ and other sectarian colleges and institutes.” This petition
has raised many questions in the churches and is of a serious nature.
5. That synod send a letter to the Federal Communication Com-
mission in Washington, D.C,, reacting to the Lansman-Milam petition
and inform them of our great interest in maintaining Christian broad-
casting on radio and television. —Adopted
6. That synod instruct the Back to God Hour to keep the churches
informed, if necessary, concerning the Lansman-Milam petition,
—Adopted
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LETTER TO FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

The Honorable Richard E. Wiley
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, in session in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, June 10-20, 1975 has reviewed the contents of the Lansman-Milam
Petition (RM 2493), now Dbefore your Commission. Because the Christian Re-
formed Church, as a denomination, carries out an extensive broadcasting pro-
gram, both in radio and television, we respectfully address ourselves to you
regarding some of the issues of religious broadcasting in the USA which are
dealt with by the Lansman-Milam Petition.

Although there is some evidence to support certain allegations in this Petition,
its exclusively critical evaluation of religious broadcasting in general seriously
misrepresents the situation. To offer one example, our own programming, which
we take the liberty to describe briefly, provides contrary evidence to the harsh
negative judgments of the Petition.

The English-language radio broadcast of the Christian Reformed Church, The
Back to God Hour, enjoys a good reputation of long standing within the broad-
casting industry, It is carried by three hundred important stations in North
America, among them WSB, Atlanta; WTIC, Hartford; WOR, New York City,
along with NBC.

This extensive broadcast outreach is carried on under the strict and continuing
supervision of our entire denomination. Thus it expresses a hona fide ministry
of our church on the North American continent. Most of the radio time the
Back to God Hour uses is paid for by the Christian Reformed Church, financed
by a congregational levy (quota). None of our programs ever contains any solici-
tation of funds.

In addition to this denominational broadcasting activity, many of the con-
gregations of the Christian Reformed Church have local broadcasts. These are
under the supervision of local church boards (consistories) and are not designed
to raise funds. As the wider denominational broadcast outreach does, local pro-
grams such as these reflect the serious desire of our membership to proclaim the
gospel to communities in which our churches are found and to articulate a
Christian position on important contemporary issues,

We would therefore view as extremely unfortunate any action by the Com-
mission limiting in any way the access of religious groups to the air waves.
whether such action were to arise out of a consideration of the Lansman-Milam
Petition or other documents. Curtailment of the churches’ access to the air waves
would have gravely detrimental long-term effects within the USA,

Though any or all religious programs may bhe disagreeable to some people or
groups of people, this risk is far outweighed by the advantage of the great
opportunity broadcasting presents for the exercise of free choice. Those who listen
to religious broadcasts do so voluntarily, as do those who listen to secular broad-
casts, some of which are also highly offensive to certain persons.

We rcalize the need for serious discussion and study of the issues to which the
Lansman-Milam Petition calls attention, although we would take exception to
the inflammatory tone with which the material is presented. But we hope that
the resilts of such study will in no way abridge the freedom of the air waves,
a freedom that has given bona fide religious groups an occasion to contribute to
the spiritual and moral tone of the nation.

In awareness of your grave responsibilities in deciding many matters of great
complexity and importance, we assure you of our continuing prayers.

Respectfully submitted, in Christ’s
service,

(The report of Advisory Committee 5 is continued in Article 57.)
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ARTICLE 36
Advisory Committee 6, Domestic Missions, the Rev. C. Steenstra re-
porting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 6
15 continued from Article 19,) ‘ ' A

CurisTIAN REFOrRMED Boarp oFr Home Missions
A. Materials:
1. Report 4.
2. Report 4-A.
B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the board’s executive
secretary, the Rev. John Van Ryn, and its treasurer, Mr. Gerard Borst,

when matters pertaining to home missions are discussed. —Adopted
2. That synod reappoint Mr. Gerard Borst as Treasurer of the Board
of Home Missions for a four-year term, —Adopted

3. That synod appoint the Rev. Peter Borgdorff as Fields Secretary
of the Board of Home Missions for an initial term of two years begin-
ning August 1, 1975, —dAdopted

4. That synod appoint the Rev. Duane Vander Brug as Personnel
Secretary of the Board of Home Missions for an initial term of two
years beginning August 1, 1975. —Adopted

5. That synod approve the following Grants-in-Aid for January 1 to
June 30, 1976:

Indian
First Denver, CO (Indian work) . eeeeeetvsrsaeenneeeenmeessneenenn 94, 200
Canadian Counc11 (Winnipeg Indlan Mmlstry) ......................................... $1,832
With the understanding that this grant will be phased out in three
years.
Inner-City
Paterson (Madison .AVE.) ......iccooeceeeceaieireneatemaaemresenas e et eaeeessesnaanen $4,250
Salary for second staff person plus part-time third worker:
Third Denver, CO (Sun Valley) .....ooevreeeceeacracerrcmneseresssaeacearesesessacnens $3,875
Paterson, NJ (INorthside) ... e e e ese e nsoceaens $5,000
Salary for second staff person plus part-time third worker.
Toronto, Ont. (Lighthouse) ............... et et eeeameneteee s tearetenessanas $4,000
First Los Angeles, CA . ceereereneen 94,500

Including free use of BHM house with understandmg they ‘take care
of maintenance.
Chicago, IL (Lawndale) .
Classis Chicago South (Pullman)
East Muskegon, MI e e et etss s se s et

Campus
Classis Northcentral 1owa (AmMes) .ooooeoeoeeeoeneeeeeeeecsiass s neseeareme e nnnas $1,500
Classis Cadillac (Mt. Pleasant) ... .
Lansing, MT ...
Bellingham, WA o et e e st e s sre st s s e a s
Classis Sioux' Center (Vermillion, SD) ...
Classis Hamilton (Hamilton, Ont.) ...
Visalia, CA weooroororroeeeereeenene.
Classis Alberta North (Edmonton) .............. O
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Seaway
Montreal, Que. ..$2,000
With the understanding all summer seminarian expenses will be
paid by the Board of Seaway Minijstries.

Classis British Columbia (VanCouver) .......oomcoiomessemeceeseesceas $1,750
Youth ‘
Classis Quinte (Youth Evangelism Services) ... ....$2,000

With the condition that a committee be appointed by YES with
representatives of Classes Toronto, Quinte, Hamilton, and Chatham,
and the BHM to study the work "and feasnblllty of the program for
mission purposes and that the committee report before November 1,

1975.
Regular -
Oak Harbor, WA (AnACOITES) ...ccocerrvceecceeemrrercmrcmecrenencsarramssmssacresnsancesans $1,000
With the condition that phase-out be by June 30, 1978
Rapid City, SD rremrramrrre e ....$1,250
River Drive Park, Ont ...... ....5$1,000

With the reminder of the BHM’s decision Feb, ’73 that this grant
be phased out at the rate of $1 000 per year,

Classis Wisconsin (Beaverdam) .......... . ....$I,250
Pease, MN (St. Cloud) ............ . ....$3,500
Sacramento, CA e [ $5,500
Colorado Springs, CO ..$3,825
First Pella, IA (Dallag) ..._..o...ccccoveeviveeencenne .-$4,250

With the understanding that this field will be reviewed with a
MAP in two years (prior to 11-1-76) and that no capital expen-
ditures will be made before then.

Third Kalamazoo, MI (Lexington Green) ...$1,000
Goshen, NY (Richfie]d SpPrings) ....coceocersermniacenacns $3,750
Truro, N.S. (Shubenacadie) . : ..$4,000
Rochester, NY (Owego) .ceevereeeeveccnce. ereemermaecnene e neaa $2,750
Clinton, Ont. (Vanastra) . $2,400
Bradenton, FL (Cape Coral) ..........cocicocccrircmnnecesensseraseeeresemmesrsenoeesen $2,000
Orlando, FL (Winter Haven) ............... .$3,000

—Adopted

6. That synod approve the following addition to the grant-in-aid
policy so that grants can be provided in order to assist in “the employ-
ment of a Director /Minister of Evangelism on a declining percentage
where the scope of the community ministry has demonstrated the need
of an additional ‘staff member and the church qualifies under the eligi-
bility guidelines.”

Ground: Grants provided for the employment of a Director/Minister
of Evangelism on the local level promote the idea of decentralization
adopted by synod, “to allow congregations . . . a greater share and in-
volvement in the initiation, development and administration of home
missions work in their areas . . . .” (Acts of Synod, 1973, Art. 29, B,
3, a). : —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 50.)

ARTICLE 37
The chairman extends synod’s welcome to Dr. Herman N. Ridderbos,
fraternal delegate of the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, who will
address synod at a later session,
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ARTICLE 38
Advisory Committee 12, Financial Matters, Mr. A. Snope reporting,
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 12 is con-
tinued from Article 27.)

MinisTERS’ PENsioN Funp

A. Material: Report 17.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Mr. Jack W. Stoepker, administrator, and/or any member
of the committee be accorded the privilege of the floor. —Adopted

2. That synod approve a continuation of the $2,500 maximum hous-
ing allowance frog ministerial pension benefits for United States income
tax purposes (Section 107 (2) of the Code). —Adopted

3. That synod accept and approve as the committee’s response to the
1974 synodical mandates each of the following items:

a. Approval of a new vesting schedule to conform with that of the
new United States Federal Pension legislation.

Original Schedule

Less than 6 years _........ 0%
6, but less than 7 ..cococieveeeieienreniee 5%
7, but less than 8 ... .. 10%
8, but less than 9 ....occeeviicieririnerneces 15%
9, but less than 10 .o 20%
10, but less than 11 e 30%
11, but less than 12 .. eerene 40%
12, but less than 13 ... 50%
13, but less than 14 ...o.ooomoeeeeeceee 60%
14, but less than 15 ... - 70%
15, but less than 16 .ccoecieeeeene. 80%
16, but less than 17 ... .. 90% .
17 years or MOYe . ....coccoerecrviveireseans 100%

Proposed Schedule
Less than 5 years ..coeoooooiciceeecceeeee
5, but less than 6 ..... :
, but less than 7 ...
, but less than 8§ ...
, but less than 9 ...
, but less than 10 ...
10, but less than 11 .
11, but less than 12
12, but less than 13 ....
13, but less than 14
14, but less than 15 ...
15 years Oor mMOre ....coeoeicrmeeucnean

©OW0~Ih

—Adopted
b. Approval for an early retirement option at reduced benefits (with
emeritation within denominational guidelines).
At age 62 70% of normal benefit to death
At age 63 80% of normal benefit to death
At age 64 90% of normal benefit to death
At age 65 100% of normal benefit to death
. (Widow benefits would continue at 80% of husband’s benefit.)
—Adopted
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4. Housing for Retirement Program

After studying many aspects of this concept idea, and after reviewing
two proposals in particular, our committee does not favor the handling
of such a project for denominational involvement, and requests that

synod approve this response as an answer to the mandate of 1974
(Acts of Synod, 1974, pp. 63, 91).

Ground: The denomination should be encouraged to raise salaries
and pensions in lieu of such a project; the proposed solution appears
to be a reverse method of solving the inherent housing problem even for
an interim period of time. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 12 is continued in Article 84.)

ARTICLE 39
Advisory Committee 8, Educational Matters, the Rev. E. Walhout re-
porting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 8
is continued from Article 33.)

I. New APPOINTMENTS TO STAFF PosiTions AT CALvIN COLLEGE
A. Materials:
1. Report 2.
2. Report 2-A.
3. Report 2-B.

B." Recommendation: That synod approve the following new appoint-
ments to the staff of Calvin College:
1. Ariza, Sandra Elve (Mrs.), M.A. — Assistant Instructor in Romance Lan-
guages (Spanish) for two years.
2. Greenway, Edna C. (Mrs.), M.A, — Instructor in Romance Langauges

(Spanish) for two years.

Hoeksema, Thomas B., M.A. (Ph.D. degree expected by September 1975)

— Assistant Professor of Education for two years.

. Mellema, Gregory F., Ph.D.-— Assistant Professor of Philosophy for one
year, terminal.

. Muilenburg, Gregg A., M.A.—Instructor in Philosophy for one year,
terminal.

. Penning, James M., M.A, (Ph.D. degree expected by September 1975) —
Instructor in Political Science (Assistant Prof. when he receives the Ph.D.
degree) for two years.

7. Schuurman, Henry J., M.A,, ThM. — Instructor in Philosophy for one
year, terminal.

8. Spoelman, Linda (Mrs.), M.A. — Assistant Instructor in English for one

year, terminal,
9. Stegink, Leroy, M.A.— Assistant Professor of Education for two years.

10. Stewart, V. Mary, Ph.D. — Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology for

one year.

11. Tiemstra, John P., M.A. (Ph.D. degree expected by. September 1975) -—

Assistant Professor of Economics for two years.

12. Tigchelaar, Peter V., Ph.D.—Associate Professor of Biology for two years.

13. Van Dragt, Randall G., M.S. — Instructor in Biology for one year,

14. Weaver, Glenn D., M.Div., M.A. (Ph.D. degree expected by September

1975) — Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology for two years.
15. Wierenga, Edward R., Ph.D.— Assistant Professor of Philosophy for one

year, terminal.
—Adopted

@
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ArTICLE 39

II. REAPPOINTMENTS WITH TENURE TO THE STAFF oF CALVIN COLLEGE

A.
B.

Material: Report 2.
Recommendation: That synod approve the following reappoint-

ments with tenure to the faculty of Calvin College.

DG NS -

@uoG

II1.
A,
1.
2.

B.

. De Borst, James, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science.

. De Vos, Peter, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy.

. Kroese, Irvin, Ph.D,, ’Professor of English.

. Kulpers, Jack, MSE Info. and Cont. E,, Associate Professor of Mathe-

matics.
Overvoorde, Chris, M.F. A., Associate Professor of Art,

. Rice, Rodger, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology.
. Van Doorne, William, Ph.D., Professor of Chemistry,
. Vos, Clarence, Th.D., Professor of Religion and Theology.

—Adopted
REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE STAFF OF CALVIN COLLEGE
Materials:
Report 2.
Report 2-A.
Recommendation: That synod approve the following reappoint-

ments to the staff of Calvin College (italics indicate a change in rank).

1.

o

o

=

B

e

Ll =T

<

e R ow

Teaching Faculty

a. Beebe, John, Ph.D.-— Associate Professor of Biology for two years,
b.

Besselsen, Gilbert, Ph.D.— Professor of Education for two years,®

Blok, Kathryn M.A., Visiting Assistant Professor of Education for two
years.

Bonzelaar,. Helen, M.A., Assistant Professor of Art for two years.

Brink, Daryl, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant Professor of Mathematics for one
year.

De Vries, Bert, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History for two years,

De Vries, Robert, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political Science for two
years.

Dykema, Eugene, M.B.A., Assistant Professor of Economics for two years.
Greydanus, Samuel, AM Assistant Professor of History for two years.
Holquist, David, A.M., Ed. Spec., Assistant Professor of Speech for two
years.

Honderd, Ralph, M.A, Assistant Professor of Physical Education for
two years.

Huisman, Carl, M.F.A,, Associate Professor of Art for two years.
Huisman, Gertrude, A. M., M. Mus., Assistant Professor of Music for two
years.

Konyndyk, Kenneth, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Philosophy for two
years. i

Kuipers, Kenneth, M.B.A., Assistant Professor of Economics for two
years.

Lamse, James, Ph.D., Professor of Germanic Languages for two years.
Lucasse, Philip, Ph.D., Professor of Education lor two years.

Matheis, Norman, M.F.A., Assistant Professor of Art for two years.
Medema, Robert, M.B.A., Instructor in Economics for one year.
Menninga, Clarence, Ph.D., Professor of Geology (Physics Department)
for two years,

Monsma, Ellen Borger, M.A., Instructor in Romance Languages (French)
for two years.

Monsma, George, Ph.D., Professor of Economics for two years,

Roberts, Frank, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History for two years.
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x. Siebring, Barton, AM., Assistant Professor of Romance Languages
(Spanish) for two years.
y. Stapert, Calvin, Ph.D., Associaie Professor of Music for two years.
z. Topp, Dale, Ph.D. Profe:sor of Music for two years.
Van Kley, Dale, PhD Associate Professor of History for two years.

bb. Walters, Mary, PhD *Associate Professor of English for two years.

cc. Wells, Ronald Ph.D,, * Associate Professor of History for two years,

dd. Westra, Dorothy, MA Assistant Professor of Education for two years.

ee. Worst, John, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Music for two years,
—Adopted

2. Administrators - Librarians

Boender, Donald, M.A., continuing appointment as Dean of Men.

De Jong, Jeanette, M.Ed., Dean of Women for two years.

Lambers, Stephen, M.A.L.S., continuing appointment as Librarian.

Lautenbach, Donald, A.M., continuing appointment as Director of Ad-

missions,

e. Lumpkins, Elias, M.A,, Director of Upward Bound and Special services

for two years (contingent upon federal funding).

f. Weidenaar, Evelyn, M.A.L.S.,, continuing appointment as Librarian.

~Adopted

o op

IV. RETIREMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE CALVIN STAFF
A. Material: Report 2-A.

B. Recommendation: That synod confirm the action of the Board of
Trustees in granting retirement to the following members of the college
staff and confer upon each the appropriate title of Emeritus:

a. Dr. John Timmerman, Professor of English, Emeritus.

b. Mr. Martin Karsten, Associate Professor of Biology, Emeritus.

—Adopted
V. CENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE

A. Materials:

1. Report 2.

2. Report 2-A.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod, with gratitude to God for his rich blessings, take note
of the forthcoming celebration of the centennijal of Calvin College and
Seminary in 1976 and request the Board of Trustees to plan an eve-
ning’s’ cbservance of this event by the Synod of 1976. —Adopted

2. That synod urge the churches to commemorate the one hundredth
anniversary of Calvin College and Seminary on Sunday, March 14,
1976 by means of appropriate sermons, prayers, offerings, and other
acts of gratitude to God for his blessings on Calvin College and Seminary
during the past century, and of dependence upon God for his continuing
guidance into the future. —Adopted

3. That synod urge members of the Christian Reformed Church to
give wholehearted support to an extensive financial appeal on behalf
of Calvin College and Seminary among all members of the constituency
during the centennial year. ~—Adopted

V1. EDUCATIONAL AsSSISTANCE TO CHURCHES ABROAD
A. Material: Report 11,
B. Recommendations:
1. That synod approve the work of the committee, —Adopted
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2. That synod recommend to the churches remembrance of this
cause in prayers and in encouragement to the membership to contribute
“good quality English books such as commentaries, books on doctrine,
and Bible histories and dictionaries for the book depot”  —Adopted

VII. Dorpr COLLEGE
A. Material: Report 25.

B. Recommendation: That synod congratulate Dordt College on the
occasion of the twentieth anniversary of her founding and on evidences
of her continued growth and development as reported by the Dordt
College representative, and that synod ask the churches to continue to
remember the specific needs of the college in their prayers to God.

—Adopted
VIII. RerorMED BiBLE CoLLEGE

A. Material: Report 30.

B. Recommendation: That synod congratulate the Reformed Bible
College on the occasion of the thirty-fifth anniversary of her founding
and on the many evidences of her growth and development as reported
by the representative, and that synod ask the churches to continue to
remember the needs of the Reformed Bible College in their prayers to
God. —Adopted

IX. Trinrty CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

A. Material: Report 32

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod commend Trinity Christian College in her sixteen
years of progress as a college strategically located to avail herself, in a
distinctively Christian educational mission, of the research opportuni-
ties—professional and industrial—to broaden its liberal arts program.

—Adopted

2. That synod ask the churches to continue to remember the specific

needs of Trinity Christian College in their prayers to God. —Adopted

X. Unitep CALVINIST YOUTH
"A. Material: Report 33.

-B. Observations:

The three synodical delegates on the United Calvinist Youth Board
submitted a joint report composed of reports on:

1. Young Calvinist Federation.

2. Calvinettes.

3. Calvinist Cadet Corps.

Each section contains observations on numerical growth and expan-
sion of programs, thereby increasing the effectiveness of this ministry
among the youth of the Christian Reformed Church.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod gratefully acknowledge the important work done by
the United Calvinist Youth organization and assure the board of the
United Calvinist Youth of the continued involvement of the church in
prayers for this ministry. —Adopted
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2. That synod request the board to convey thanks to all leaders and
workers in the United Calvinist Youth organization for their dedication
and devotion to this important kingdom cause, —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued in Article 76.)

The session is closed with prayer.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 13, 1975
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 40
The session is opened with devotions.
The roll is called. All delegates are present.
The minutes of Thursday’s sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 41
Advisory Committee 10, Interdenominational Outreach, the Rev. H.
Wildeboer reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory
Committee 10 is continued from Article 30.)

1. FraTERNAL DELEGATES

A. Material: Report 14.

B. Information: In past years synod has had fraternal delegates from
corresponding churches as well as from sister churches, The Interchurch
Relations Committee believes that some guidance is needed as to who
shall be invited, how many delegates shall attend, and what their rights
shall be.

C. Recommendations: )

1. That synod declare that each church in ecclesiastical fellowship
be invited to send two fraternal delegates to attend the full meeting of
synod. —Adopted

2. That fraternal delegates from churches in ecclesiastical fellowship
shall not only be given the privilege of the ﬂoor, with the right to speak
on matters before synod, but shall also be given the privilege to visit
the meeting of advisory committees with the consent of the chairman

of the committee. —Adopted
3. That the above rules be reviewed by the Interchurch Relations
Committee and the synod after a period of three years, —Adopted

II. CHURCHES IN ECCLESIASTICAL FELLOWSHIP

A. Material: Report 14.

B. The Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Recommendation: That the Orthodox Presbyterian Church be desig-
nated a “church in ecclesiastical fellowship,” contingent upon similar
action by their General Assembly. '

Grounds:

1. As churches we have a basic, common faith and practice.

2. The OPC has been a corresponding church for many years. We
have a very close relationship and experience good cooperation in a
number of areas. —Adopted
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C. The Presbyterian Church in America

Recommendations:

1. That the Presbyterian Church in America be designated a2 “church
in ecclesiastical fellowship,” contingent upon similar action by their
General Assembly.

Grounds:

a. The PCA is concerned for the preservation and propagation of
the Reformed faith; its confessional standards are the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechism.

b. The PCA has close relationship with other Presbyterian and Re-
formed Churches with which we have fraternal relations (RPC—ES,
RPC, NA, OPC) and it is eager to have fellowship with other Reformed
bodies including the CRC in which they have confidence. —Adopted

2. That synod declare that in taking this action it does not make
any judgment as to the legitimacy of the action by which the PCA
separated itself from the Presbyterian Church of the United States, and
that synod inform both the Presbyterian Church of America and the
Presbyterian Church in the United States of these decisions. —Adopted

III. CuaurcHES IN EccrLesiasTicaAL FerLrowsmip AND THE CHURCH
ORDER

A. Material: Report 14.

B. Information: The Synod of 1974 replaced the “sister church” and
“corresponding church” with the one term “churches in ecclesiastical
fellowship.” This results in disuse of specific church order terms and
phrases.

C. Church Order, Article 8, b

It deals specifically with the admission of ministers from churches in
ecclesiastical fellowship.

It reads:

“Ministers of other denominations desiring to become ministers in
the Christian Reformed Church shall be declared eligible for a call
by a classis only after a thorough examination of their theological
training, ministerial record, knowledge of and soundness in the
Reformed faith and their exemplariness of life. The presence and’
concurring advice of the synodical deputies are required.”

Recommendation: That synod amend Article 8, b by inserting after
the first sentence:

“Ministers from churches in ecclesiastical fellowship may be ad-
mitted by a colloguium doctum.”

Ground: Ministers from churches in ecclesiastical fellowship seeking
admittance to the CRC would often be theologically well trained and
qualified with matters of concern being largely limited to doctrine and
personal commitments. To determine these factors, a colloquium doctum
would be adequate. —Defeated

D. Church Order, Article 59, b

Recommendation: That synod amend Article 59, b, by deleting the
second sentence which reads: ‘“The same rule shall apply to those com-
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ing from other denominations with which tthe Christian Reformed
Church maintains full ecclesiastical fellowship.”

Grounds: -

1. The CRC no longer “maintains full ecclesiastical fellowship” (in
the sense of sister church) with any church.

2. The relation of ecclesiastical fellowship presently in force is not
close enough nor uniform enough tec warrant a blanket admission of
members upon certificate of membership alone. —Adopted

E. Church Order, Article 59, ¢

1. The present reading of 59, c is:

“Persons coming from denominations other than those mentioned
above shall -be admitted to communicant membership only after
the consistory has examined them concerning doctrine and conduct.
The consistory shall determine in each case whether public pro-
fession of faith shall be required. Their names shall be announced
to the congregation for approval.”

2. Recommendation: That synod amend the reading of Article 59, ¢
to:

“Confessing members coming from churches in ecclesiastical fellow-
ship shall be admitted to communicant membership upon pre-
sentation of certificates or statements of membership after the
consistory has satisfied itself concerning the doctrine and conduct
of the members. Persons coming from other denominations shall be
admitted to communicant membership only after the consistory
has examined them concerning doctrine and conduct. The con-
sistory shall determine in each case whether to admit them directly
or by public reaffirmation or profession of faith. Their names shall
be announced to the congregation for approval.”

Grounds:

a. The admission of members from churches in ecclesiastical fellow-
ship solely on the basis of certificates of membership would not be in
keeping with the decisions of the Synod of 1974 which terminated the
“sister church” relationship.

b. The soundness of the doctrine and life of persons from churches
in ecclesiastical fellowship can often be determined without direct
examination by the consistory. —Adopted

F. Ratification of Changes in Church Order, Article 59
Recommendation: That synod declare that these revisions in article
59 (cf. D and E above) must be ratified by the Synod of 1976.
—Adopted

G. Interchurch Relations Commitiee re “Thorough Examination”
and Colloquium Doctum.

1. Observation: The IRC draws synod’s attention to the fact that the
proposed revision of Article 8, b assumes that there is a clear difference
between “a thorough examination of their thedlogical training, minis-
terial record, knowledge of and soundness in the Reformed faith and
their exemplariness of life” and the collogquium doctum examination
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which is generally and commonly practiced in the classes. However, at
no time has this been set forth by synod. The IRC therefore recommends -
that synod appoint an ad hoc committee to set forth the distinction,

2. Recommendation: That synod take no action on this recommen-
dation from the Interchurch Relations Committee.

Ground: No classis or synodical deputy has indicated to synod that
there is a problem in respect to the difference between a “thorough
examination” and a colloguium doctum. —Adopted

IV. Purrir ExcmaNGe witH THE REFORMED CHURCH OF AMERICA

A. Material: Communication 15. '

B. Observation: The Interchurch committees of the RCA and the
CRC arranged a Unity Day in 1973. At that time desire was expressed
for more and further contact and fellowship. The committees exper-
ienced difficulties arranging another such occasion. Since the printing
of the Agenda they have met and each committee is making the follow-
ing recommendation to their respective denominations.

C. Recommendation: That synod endorse the designation of Refor-
mation Sunday 1975 as a day for denomination wide pulpit exchange
or joint worship with the Reformed Church of America, participation
to be by local option and by local arrangement. —Adopted

V. DELEGATES AT THE NORTH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN AND ReE-
rorMeED Counci (NAPARC)

A. Material: Report 14.

B. Recommendation: That synod instruct the Interchurch Relations
Committee to appoint the delegates to represent the CRC at the or-

ganizational meeting of NAPaRC. —dAdopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued in Article 113.)
ARTICLE 42

Dr. Donald Graham, fraternal delegate from the Presbyterian Church
in America, addresses synod. (Address on file), and the Rev. E. Heerema

responds for synod.
The session is closed with prayer,

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 13, 1975
Ninth Session
ARTICLE 43

The session is opened with devotions.

The Rev. Norman Meyer of the Reception Committee introduces the
Executive Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, the Rev. John Van
Ryn, who presents to synod the newly appointed secretaries of the board,
the Revs. P. Borgdorff and Duane VanderBrug. He also presents to

synod Home Missionaries R. Buining, C. Grey, N. Plantinga, J. Roze-
boom, L. VanEssen, J. Van Ens and I. Verhage.

Mr. C. Grey addresses synod and the Rev. G. VanEnk responds.
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ARTICLE 44

The Reception Committee through the Rev. Norman Meyer intro-
duces the Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions, the
Rev. Henry Evenhouse, who appears before synod in this capacity for
the last time. Synod greets him with a standing ovation,

The Rev. Mr. Evenhouse presents to synod the following missionaries:

From jJapan: the Rev. and Mrs. Mike DeBerdt and the Rev. and
Mrs. Gerrit Koedoot. The Rev. Mr. Koedoot brings greetings to synod
from the missionaries in Japan,

From Honduras: the Rev. Bernard Dokter, who addresses synod on
behalf of the missionaries in Latin America.

From Guam: the Rev. and Mrs, Henry Dykema. The Rev. Mr.
Dykema addresses synod.

From Mexico: the Rev. and Mrs. Gerald Nyenhuis and Mr. and
Mrs. John VanEe.

From Nigeria: Mrs. Joan Lemcke, Miss Geraldine VandenBerg, Miss
Julie VanderLaan, Miss Ruth Veltkamp and the Rev. Harvey Kiekover,
who brings greetings from the workers and churches on the field in
Nigeria.

The Rev. Mr. Evenhouse also introduces to synod Mr. I. Achinekuy,
Principal of the Reformed Theological Gollege m Nigeria.

The Rev. J. B. Vos responds for synod.

ARTICLE 45
Advisory Committee 1, Appeals I, the Rev. J. Joosse reporting, presents
the following: :

Juprcia. Cope CoMMITTEE
. A. Materials:

1. Report 50.

2. Overture 10.

3. Overture 30.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod refer the report of the Judicial Code Committee to the
churches for study and evaluation for a period of two years.

Grounds:

a. The report of the synodical committee is a revision of the Judicial
Code originally presented by Classis Lake Erie (cf. Acts of Synod, 1974,
Overture 3, pp. 626-636), and therefore warrants further study.

b. Any addendum to our Church Order deserves more time for study
and evaluation than can be given by the consistories in the short time
allotted between the issuance of the Agenda for Synod, 1975, and the
meeting of synod.

c. There is much about the proposed Judicial Code that needs cri-
tical evaluation from both a biblical and practical point of view.

—Adopted

2. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overtures 10 and 30.
—Adopted
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3. That synod continue its committee to study the Judicial Code for
a period of two years to receive and evaluate responses from consistories
and classes and present a final report to Synod of 1977. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 1 continues in Article 47.)

~ ARTICLE 46
Advisory Committee 4, Confessional Matters, the Rev. E. Bossenbroek
reporting, presents the followmg (The report of Advxsory Committee 4
is continued from Article 25.)

SyNobrcaL DEcisioNs aND THE CONFESSIONS

A. Material: Report 47.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod give the privilege of the floor to the reporter, the Rev.
J. T. Holwerda and to Dr. Fred Klooster. —Adopted

2. That synod adopt the following statement as expressing the use
and function of synodical pronouncements on doctrinal and ethical mat-
ters and their relation to the confessions:

a, The Reformed Confessions are subordinate to the Scripture and
accepted “as a true interpretation of this Word” (Church Order, Art.
1). These confessions are binding upon all the office-bearers as is indi-
cated by their subscription to these confessions in the Form of Subscrip-
tion. These confessions are binding upon all confessing members of the
church as is indicated by their public profession of faith.

b. Synodical pronouncements on doctrinal and ethical matters are
subordinate to the confessions, and they “shall be considered settled and
binding, unless it is proved that they conflict with the Word of God or
the Church Order” (Church Order, Art. 29). All office-bearers and
members are expected to abide by these synodical deliverances.

c. The confessions and synodical pronouncements have nuances of
differences. They differ in the extent of their jurisdiction, in the nature
of their authority, in the distinction of purposes, in the measure of agree-
ment expected, and in their use and function.

d. The use and function of synodical decisions are explicitly or im-
plicitly indicated by the wording of the particular decision itself:

1) When a synodical pronouncement is set forth as an interpretation
of the confession, this is its use and function.

2) When a synodical decision involves pronouncements that are re-
lated to the confessions or go beyond the confessions, the use and func-
tion of such decisions is to further express the faith of the church with-
out such statements thereby becoming additions to the confessions.

3) When a synodical decision involves adjudication of a certain
issue, this is its particular use and function although the decision may
have doctrinal and ethical implications for the future.

4) When a synodical decision is expressed in the form of a testimony
or letter, this is its use and function.

5) When a synodical decision is expressed as a guideline for further
study or action, this is its use and function,

6) When a synodical decision is set forth as pastoral advice to
churches or individuals, this is its use and function. —Adopted
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3. That synod authorize publishing and distributing the compiled
doctrinal and ethical pronouncements in two forms:

a. In a booklet form with a printing of twelve thousand copies at a
cost of approximately fifty cents per copy (mailing costs extra).

Grounds:

1) Synod of 1973 in its mandate to your committee affirmed ‘“there
1s need for compiling, publishing, and distributing such declara-
tions in a usable form.” This was underscored in the amplified
mandate to the committee by Synod of 1974 (Acts of Synod, pp.

- 40-41).

2) Synod envisioned a booklet that would be useful for all office-
bearers, study committees, and/or advisory committees as well as
those outside of our immediate communion who might be in-
terested. At present the denomination numbers 762 congregations
with nine thousand office-bearers.

b. In looseleaf form, with -a durable cover, at a cost of approximately
$2.50 per copy. The same pages used for the booklet can be used for the
looseleaf copies. The advantage is that decisions of subsequent synods
can easily be inserted and the summary of pronouncements kept up to
date. We recommend that the initia] printing-be 2000 copies.

‘ —Adopted

4. That synod instruct the Stated Clerk, in consultation with the
Synodical Interim Committee, to provide materials from future Acts of
Synod in order that the contents of the looseleaf booklet may be kept up

to date. —Adopted
" 5. That synod thank the committee for its work and discharge it when
the above mentioned materials are edited and published. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 48.)

ARTICLE 47
Advisory Committee 1, Appeals I, the Rev. J. Joosse reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 1 1s continued
from Article 45.) '

CoMMITTEE RE LETTER TO ToRroNTo II

A. Materials:
1. Report 52.
2. Communication 8.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod express its deep regret regarding the reaction of the
Second Toronto Christian Reformed Church to the pastoral admonition
and concern as conducted through its committee. Furthermore, that
synod again admonish the consistory of the Second Christian Reformed
Church to “. . . reconsider and retract (their) statement, ‘We . . . go on
record that we are not bound by the decisions of synod, as expressed in
the statement under DEVIATIONS, ” contained in a letter dated
March, 1974, published by the Association of Christian Reformed Lay-
men (Acts of Synod, 1974, p. 94).
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Grounds:

a. Such a position is extremely dangerous for the unity and welfare of
the denomination,

b. It is clearly contrary to the Church Order, article 29: “The de-
cisions of the assemblies shall be considered settled and binding,
unless it is proved that they conflict with the Word of God or the
Church Order.” —Adopted

2. That synod inform the Second Christian Reformed Church of
Toronto that its status as a member congregation in the denomination
is being sertously jeopardized by its insisting on taking a course of inde-
pendence and that a continuation of this course will lead to severance’
of itself from the fellowship of the Christian Reformed Church.

Ground: Such a course is clearly contrary to the Church Order, Ar-
ticle 96: “The Church Order, having been adopted by common consent,
shall be faithfully observed . ...” —Adopted

3. That synod urge Classis Toronto to counsel firmly with the con-
sistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of Toronto about its
refusal to honor certain quota obligations, thereby withholding support
from several synodically selected denominational causes.

Grounds:

a. It is classis’ duty to concern itself pastorally through its church
visitors with this matter. (Cf. Church Order, Article 42, b, and
Guide for Conducting Church Visiting, questions 17 and 20.) This
is also in keeping-with the decision of a previous synod: “That
synod urge the classis to instruct its church visitors in addition to
their regular duties as church visitors to also delve into reasons for
any church not meeting its denominational quotas” {Acts of Synod
1970, article 143, I11, C, 3 p. 81).

b. The consistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of To-
ronto fails to substantiate, in a manner prescribed in Articles 30 and
31 of the Church Order, alleged doctrinal deviation which is given
as the reason for rejecting certain quotas. '

c. The position taken by the Second Toronto consistory tends toward
independentism and threatens the communion of the churches.

—Adopted

The delegates of Classis Toronto abstained from voting on the above

recommendations.

(The report of Advisory Committee 1 is continued in Article 73.)

ARTICLE 48
Advisory Committee 4, Confessional Matters, the Rev. E. Bossenbroek
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 4
is continued from Article 46.) :

THE CoNTENT OoFf HyMNs AND ANTHEMS IN WORSHIP
A. Materials:
1. Report 20
2. Overture 13
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C. Recommendations:

1. That synod adopt the following addition to Article 52c of the Church
Order: These regulations shall -also apply when supplementary hymns
are sung by the congregation. Article 52¢ will then read: “The consistory
shall see to it that if choirs or others sing in the worship services, they
observe the synodical regulations governing the content of the hymns
and anthems sung. These regulations shall also apply when supplemen-
tary hymns are sung by the congregation.”

(Note—your advisory committee has deleted the phrase “as a whole”
from the provisional addition because it believes these words to be re-
dundant.)

Ground: The provisional change which has been before the churches
since the Synod of 1974 has produced no negative response on the part
of the churches. —Adopted

2. That synod add the following question to the guide for church
visiting: “Do you observe the synodical regulations governing the con-
tent of hymns and anthems to be sung in worship services, and do you
supervise the choice of choir anthems, solo anthems and supplementary
hymns according to these regulations and according to the statement
and implications of the principles of music as found in the Psalter
Hymnal?”

Ground: There is presently no question in our guide for church visit-
ing which addresses itself to the music used by the churches in their
worship. —Adopted

3. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 13. —dAdopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 59.)

The afternoon session is concluded with prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 14, 1975
Tenth Session

ARTICLE 49

The session is opened with devotions.

Roll call shows the following absent: G. Van Kampen - Chicago
North; J. DeVries, D. Jolink - Illiana; H. Boer - Eastern Canada; R. J.
Sikkema, G. Otten - Hamilton.

The Rev. J. M. Hofman is present as the alternate for the Rev. G. P.
Holwerda. He expresses agreement with the Forms of Unity.

ARTICLE 50 .
Advisory Committee 6, Domestic Missions, the Rev. C. Steenstra re-
porting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 6
is continued from Article 36.)

CuarLAIN COMMITTEE
A. Materials:
1. Report 9
2. Communication 19
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B. Recommendations:

1. That synod express its appreciation to the Rev. Cornelivs M.
Schoolland for his faithful work to the denomination as part-time secre-
tary of the Chaplain Committee. —Adopted

2. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the chairman of the
committee, the Rev. Galen Meyer and/or the executive secretary, the
Rev. Harold Bode, to speak on matters pertaining to the Chaplain Com-
mittee. —Adopted

3. That synod grant the presentation of active duty chaplains, both
institutional and military, if they be present, and allow each the privilege
of speaking briefly to synod. —Adopted

4. That synod approve the job description for the Executive Secretary:

The responsibility of the Executive Secretary shall be to serve the
Chaplain Committee of the Christian Reformed Church according to
the mandate assigned to it by synod. The Executive Secretary will serve
a two-year appointment and his duties shall be to:

a. Explore and develop opportunities for the service of chaplains in
institutions, business, industry, and m1htary service.

b. Challenge our ministers and seminarians with opportunities in these
ministries.

c. Serve as coordinator for the training of chaplains.

d. Prepare a resume on each chaplain candidate and present the can-
didate to the Chaplain Committee for endorsement.

e. Provide pastoral care for chaplains and their families.

f. Act as the chaplain’s advocate in problem situations between the
chaplain and the agency which employs him.

g. Promote the chaplaincy within the denomination.

h. Serve as liaison to related professional and endorsing agencies as
well ag denominational agencies.

i. Maintain Chaplain Committee records and prepare reports.

Ground: The job description follows the guidelines set forth by the
Synod of 1974, Art. 69, C, 6, pp- 69-70. . —Adopted

5. That synod appoint the Rev. Harold Bode, Executive Secretary of
the Chaplain Committee, to be the primary representative of the de-
nomination to the General Commission on Chaplains and Armed Forces
Personnel in the area of Ecclesiastical Endorsement and that the Rev.
Harold Dekker be alternative denominational representative.

—Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 65.)

The session is closed with prayer.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 16, 1975
Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 51
The session is opened with devotions.
The roll is called and all delegates are present.
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The minutes of Friday, ]une 13, and Saturday, June 14, are read and
approved.

ARTICLE 52

Advisory Committee 7, World Ministries, the Rev. J. Petersen report-
ing, presents the followmnr

VERMEER REIMBURSEMENT APPEAL

A. Materials:

1. Personal Appeal 3 of Mr. Stanley Vermeer

2. Letter of Mr. Stanley Vermeer

B. Recommendations:

1. That Dr. Rubingh be extended the pr1v1lege of the floor during

the discussion of this matter. —Adopted

2. That synod sustain the appeal of Mr. Stanley Vermeer by declaring

that Mrs. Vermeer should receive the grant supported salary earned
during her times of service as a teacher at the Bristow Secondary School.

Grounds:

a. Mrs. Vermeer did not declare a voluntary waiving of her right to
this money.

b. The full time service in a grant-in-aid slot in an educational insti-
tution is in a different category from the ordinary part time volun-
tary service in which our missionary wives are engaged —Adopted

_.3. That synod instruct the Board of Foreign Missions to pay Margaret
Vermeer the Nigerian government grant-in-aid salary for her teaching
‘services. —Adopted

4. That synod urge the Board of Foreign Missions to pay close atten-
tion to salary policy and voluntary service policy as these may be in-
fluenced by the matter of governmental grants. —Adopted

5. That synod declare that the action here taken by synod does not

imply that the charges of Mr. Vermeer against the Board of Foreign
Missions of misappropriation of funds and the violation of the rule of
Scripture are sustained. —Adopted

(The réport of Advisory Committee 7 is contmued in Article 64.)

ARTICLE 53
The Rev. L. Hofman, secretary of the Board of Trustees of Calvin
College and Seminary, introduces Dr. Anthony Diekema. He is wel-
comed to our session. The Rev. E. Walhout begins the interview, fol-
lowed by additional questions from the delegates. At the conclusion the
chairman thanks Dr. Diekema.

The morning session is concluded with prayer.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16, 1975
Twelfth Session
ARTICLE 54
Devotions are conducted by the Rev. James Lont of the United Cal-
vinist Youth. He speaks informatively of the work of the organization.
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He introduces Mr, Mike McGervey, Director of the Calvinist Cadets,
who speaks of his work, and sings, accompanied by his guitar. Mrs.
Mereness, Director of the Calvinettes, reads Scripture from First John
and leads in prayer. The Rev. Rodger Buining responds for synod.

ARTICLE 55
The president welcomes fraternal delegate, the Rev, LeRoy Oliver,
Chairman of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and Director of Westminster
Seminary Public Relations.

The president introduces Mrs. Mary Kramer, reporter for the Grand
Rapids Press. :

ARTICLE 56
Advisory Committee 9, Denominational Services, the Rev. J. W. Post-
man reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Gommit-
tee 9 is continued from Article 34.)

1. InvesTIicaTE SCORR ACTIVITIES

A. Materials:
1. Overture 24
2. SCORR NOTES, Vol. 11, No. 9, 1974

B. Information: In the March 1974 issue of SCORR NOTES, two
articles appeared, one under the title of “Farm Worker Week” and the
other under the title of “Target: Grapes-Lettuce.” These two articles
gave rise to the present overture under consideration. In conversation
with Mr. Karl J. Westerhof, executive secretary of the Synodical Com-
mittee on Race Relations, your committee learned that in retrospect, he
acknowledged the lack of balance of the issue in questxon since both
sides were not reported. However, in a subsequent issue of SCORR
NOTES it is clear that the cause of one labor leader is not espoused.

C. Recommendation: That synod not accede to the overture to in-
vestigate SCORR.

Ground: The articles in question are informational, not positional,
and are not intended to be read as giving support to a particular labor
movement. —Adopted

I1. RecoNsiDER RULES orF ProcepURE RE PRINTING REPETITIOUS
MATTERS IN AGENDA
A. Materials:
1. Overture 7
2. Acts of Synod, 1971, Article 58

B. Recommendation: That synod do not accede to this overture.

Grounds:

a. The substance of Rule V, F (Rules for Synodical Procedure, p. 8)
was included in the Synodical Interim Committee and Stated
Clerk’s reports and was therefore legally before synod. (Cf. VI
B-5b Rules for Synodical Procedure.)

b. The present policy does not curtail the rights of ,consistories and
classes to overture and appeal to synod.



ArTICLES 56-57 51

¢. Synod as a deliberative body is called to make decisions not on the
basis of the quantity of overtures, appeals, communications and
protests but on the basis of their substance. —Adopted

II1. SynopicaL CoMMITTEE oN RaceE RELATIONS
A. Material: Report 19.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod express appreciation for the work done by the Synod-
ical Committee on Race Relations. . :

2. That synod urge that the expenditure chart of accounts of the
Synodical Committee on Race Relations more completely reflect the use
of funds, —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 9 is continued in Article 86.)

ARTICLE 57
Advisory Committee 5, Radio and Publications Ministries, the Rev.
C. Bolt reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Com-
mittee 5 is continued from Article 35.)

I. CurisTiAN REr¥OoRMED BoarD or PusLicATIONS

A. Materials:
1. Report 5
2. Communication 13

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the following members of the Board of Publica-
tions to represent it in all matters pertaining to the board when these
things are being considered by synod: Rev. Andrew Kuyvenhoven, the
director of education (in all matters pertaining to the Education De-
partment); Mr. Peter Meeuwsen, the business manager (in all matters
pertaining to the business aspects of the board’s operation); and the
editors: Dr. Lester DeKoster and the Rev. William Haverkamp (in

matters pertaining to their respective periodicals). —Adopted
2. That synod reappoint Mr, Robert Rozema as Pedagogical Editor-

on the Education Staff for a period of 2 years. —Adopted
3. That synod again encourage the congregations to consider adopting

the Every Family Plan of subscribing to The Banner. —Adopted

4. That synod note that the Rev. Andrew Kuyvenhoven, Director of
Education has informed the board that he is not available for reappoint-

ment when his present term is completed. —Adopted
5. That synod approve the work of the Christian Reformed Board of
Publications. —Adopted

II. BanNErR EpiTorian Porcy

A. Material: Communication 5.

B. Recommendation: That synod answer Communication 5 by re-
ferring Classis British Columbia to Report 5 of the Christian Reformed
Board of Publications, paragraph III, A, 1, which states: “The board, at
its annual meeting, instructed the Periodicals Committee to conduct an
in-depth long range study regarding the future of The -Banner. This
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study will review The Banner’s content, its purpose and functions within
the church, plus its projected cost and sources of revenue, and report
will be made to the 1976 board meeting.”

Ground: The study referred to arises out of the same concern as ex-
pressed in Communication 5. —Adoptea'

111. PsaLTEr HyMNAL SUPPLEMENT

A. Material: Report 44

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod decide that the Psalter Hymnal Supplement contmue
to be made available for purchase and use by the churches.

Ground: It takes time for the songs to be learned and to become sin-
cerely tested by the hearts and minds of the people. —Adopted

2. That synod authorize the Psalter Hymnal Supplement Committee
to make available for purchase by church organists and accompanists an
unbound, loose-leaf edition of the hymns in the Supplement using the
existing plates, so that it ‘can be used for playing in the worship services,

Ground: It is difficult for our organists and accompanists to use the
present form for performance. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 5 is continued in Article 96.)

ARTICLE 58
The Rev. L. Hofman, secretary of the Board of Trustees of Calvin
College and Seminary, introduces Dr. Nicholas WolterstorfI to the synod.
The Rev. E. Walhout begins the interview followed by questions from
the delegates. At the conclusion of the interview the president expresses
the thanks of synod to Dr. Wolterstorff.

ARTICLE 59

Advisory Committee 4, Confessional Matters, the Rev. E. Bossenbroek
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 4
is continued from Article 48.)

Joint CommrreE CRC/RCA ror Stupy oF THEOLOGY OF EVANGELISM
A. Material: Report 41.
B. Recommendations:

1. That the chairman of the study committee, Dr. R. Wierenga, and
its secretary, Dr. R. De Ridder be given the privilege of the floor.

—Adopted
2. That synod refer the Evangelism Manifesto to our churches and
denominational boards and agencies for study and reflection. —Adopted

3. That synod continue our denominational participation in the Joint
Committee CRC/RCA for an additional two years to enable the Joint
Committee to receive and review responses to the Manifesto that may
be forthcoming. —Adopted

4. That synod mandate the committee to prepare a report defining
the practical implications of this Manifesto for the evangelistic outreach
of our churches. —Adopted
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5. That synod instruct the Joint Committee to present to the synods
of our denominations recommendations as to how this Evangelism Mani-
festo can be jointly implemented. ~—Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 92.)

ARTICLE 60
The session is concluded with prayer.

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 16, 1975
Thirteenth Session
ARTICLE 61
The session is opened with devotions.

The chairman welcomes the fraternal delegate of the Reformed
Church in America, the Rev. Edwin Mulder, to our sessions,

ARTICLE 62
Advisory Committee 2, Appeals 11, the Rev. A. Van Eek reporting,
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 2 is con-
tinued from Article 24.)

EraicaL DEcisioNs ABoUT WAR

A. Material: Report 40

B. Orientation:

In fulfilment of its mandate, the study committee appointed by Synod
1973 to provide our churches and their members with guidelines for mak-
ing ethical decisions about war, has examined in the light of Scripture
basic concepts on which variant views are held among our church mem-
bers. It has given valuable statements on the law of love, war, the Chris-
tian’s dilemma, the state, the conscience and the church, as these bear
on the Christian’s duty to make moral decisions relating to war.

The advisory committee has critically read and amended the study
committee’s report. The study committee has agreed to some minor
changes made in guidelines 3, 7, 12, 17, and 18. These changes con-
stitute part of our recommendations to synod

We judge careful study of the basic principles or concepts to be very
important for proper appreciation of the guidelines. Both the concepts
and the guidelines are important aids in developing a communal Re-
formed understanding of and corporate witness to biblical teaching on
the Christian and war. They deserve intensive study by every church
member desiring to make Christian mature ethical decisions relating
to any part of communal life.

C. Guidelines

To give direction to members of the church who must make the diffi-
cult decisions concerning involvement in war and to assist the assem-
blies and officers of the church in their prophetic and pastoral callings,
the committee, pursuant to its mandate, now proposes the following
guidelines which flow from the foregomg presentation of scriptural
principles relevant to the matter of war:
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FOR ALL CHRISTIANS

1. The supreme standard for all moral decisions is the will of God.
When Jesus said, “Love your enemies,” he taught that there are no ex-
ceptions to God’s command to “love your neighbor as yourself.” In all
circumstances the Christian believer must live by the law of love enun-
ciated by the sovereign Lawgiver and Judge and exemplified in his Son.

2. Christians should endeavor to make all moral decisions in the con-
text of the community of God. The Scriptures affirm: “You are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may
declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9). By divine grace Christians are bound
to God in holy covenant and by faith are united to Christ in one body.
Therefore moral decisions by Christians may not be made in isolation
from and in independence of the covenant community in which these
individuals are embraced.

3. If a nation has or is about to become involved in war or in any
military action against another nation, Christians, as morally responsible
citizens of the nation and of God’s kingdom, should evaluate their na-
tion’s .involvement by diligently seeking answers to such questions as:

a. Is our nation the aggressor?

b. Is our nation intentionally involved for economic advantage?

c. Is our nation intentionally involved for imperialistic ends, such as
the acquisition of land, natural resources, or political power in interna-
tional relations?

d. Has our nation in good faith observed all relevant treaties and
other international agreements?

e. Has our nation exhausted all peaceful means to resolve the matters
in dispute?

f. Is the evil or aggression represented by the opposing force of such
overwhelming magnitude and gravity as to warrant the horrors and
brutality of military opposition to it?

g. Are the means of warfare employed or likely to be employed by
our nation in fair proportion to the evil or aggression of the opposing
forces? Is our nation resolved to employ minimum necessary force?

h. In the course of the war has our nation sincerely been proposing
and encouraging negotiations for peace or has it spurned such moves
by the opposing forces or by neutral nations or international organiza-
tions?

4. Christians should respect their need for the communion of the saints
in their attempts to evaluate their nation’s involvement in a war or a
military action against another nation. Therefore they should seek
answers to the above questions within the context of the fellowship of
the church, drawing on the counsel of fellow members with special quali-
fications as well as pastors and the assemblies of the church.

FOR THOSE FACING MILITARY SERVICE

5. If a Christian cannot conscientiously engage in a given war or in
alternate service, his refusal must be within the framework of law. He
must expose himself to the due process and even the penalty of the
society whose laws he has knowingly, publicly, and conscientiously
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broken. He should not “go underground” or flee the country except
under conditions of extraordinary immoral oppression and intolerably
brutal tyrammy.

6. Those who are conscientiously opposed to all war should prayer-
fully re-think their position in the light of the Scriptures, drawmg on the
full resources and counsel of the Christian community.

7. A Christian who believes it is sinful for him to serve in a given
war, or who conscientiously objects to serving in any war, should notify
his church, be open to its counsel, and request its loving support.

FOR PARENTS AND FAMILIES OF THOSE FACING
MILITARY SERVICE

8. In all matters concerning involvement in war Christians ought to
seek and receive the prayers and loving guidance of parents and other
members of the family group. Whether or not the members of the fam-
ily share the same viewpoint as the individual who must make a per-
sonal decision regarding involvement in war, the nature of the covenant
that binds families together in Christ requires that mutual respect be
exercised for the integrity of each person, and that understanding, for-
bearance, the charity be expressed without reservation,

FOR THE CHURCH

9. When the nation faces international crisis or war itself those who
preach the Word must seek the direction and support of the Holy Spirit
so they will be able to declare prophetically from the Scriptures what
Christ is saying concerning the issues at stake. Furthermore, the love
of Christ must be forcefully and compassionately proclaimed in order,
in the face of differing opinions in the church, to preserve the unity and
fellowship of the body of Christ and to guard against sinful nationalism
and hatred of people of other nations.

10. Pastors should recognize their special responsibility to counsel all
members and families of the church who are required to make decisions
relating to war, They must take particular care with those families
where differences are so sharp as to threaten that loving Christian com-
munication which is expressive of the covenant of grace.

11. The members of the church, out of reverence for the righteousness
and justice of God, should be willing always to test the policies and
practices of all governments by the teachings of the Holy Scriptures,
and never assume a blind and proud nationalistic spirit that regards
one’s own nation as always above criticism. Moreover, they should
consider it their duty under God to give discreet expression to their
conscientious views in whatever manner is open to them.

12. Remembering that the moral decisions respecting participation in
war are among the hardest and most agonizing faced by any Christian,
the members of the church should not reject fellow-Christians whose
conclusions and decisions concerning war differ from the majority, but
in the name of our longsuffering Savior exercise understanding and for-
bearance, They should also endeavor to provide counseling and other

support to those whose conscientious stand involves them in any sort
of hardship. :
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13. Whether to prevent the outbreak of war, to hasten the cessation
of hostilities, or to encourage support of or resistance to a given war,
the assemblies of the church, by means of public testimony or petition
addressed to the governments concerned, must give clear and courageous
witness to the teachings of the Scriptures.

14. In order for the church to give authentic witness in times of war
and international crisis the assemblies should use the resources of mem-
bers of the church who are knowledgeable in the areas of history, law,
international relations, political science, economics, and psychology. It
should also urge such persons to offer freely their services to all in the
Christian community to whom war or the threat of war present pressing
problems—both conscientious participants and conscientious objectors
and their families.

FOR CHRISTIANS IN PUBLIC OFFICE

15. Christians who hold public office must give total allegiance to
Christ the King and firmly resist every compromise of righteousness and
justice in the processes of government. Specifically, they should do all
in their power to prevent their nation from becoming immorally involved
in war, and should clearly dissociate themselves from policies and actions
that brmg about such involvement. Further, they should encourage in
government a climate for open communication so that citizens can re-
ceive accurate information sufficient to make responsible decisions re-
garding a given war.

FOR THOSE IN THE BUSINESS WORLD

16. Christians who are owners, directors, stockholders, or employees
of companies that provide war materiel or in any way stand to make a
profit from war must face the questions suggested in Guideline 3 and
be willing, if necessary, to alter their relationship with such companies.

FOR TAXPAYERS

17. Christian taxpayers should also face the questions suggested in
Guideline 3 and make a deliberate prayerful decision about the relation-
ship between support of war and responsible stewardship.

FOR CITIZENS

18. Christians should use their rights and privileges of citizenship
to secure such legislation as is calculated to prevent war, to correct moral
wrong and to establish just policies.

FOR THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE

19. Christians serving in the military in time of war should be sensi-
tive to the countless evils that are inevitably present. They ought prayer-
fully to use all means available to strengthen the spiritual life and to
guard against being engulfed by the tides of hate and violence that de-
stroy the soul, or fleeing to such desperate and self-indulging escapes
as gambling, prostitution, and the use of drugs. They should constantly
bear in mind the limited objectives of the war they have reluctantly
accepted, and remember that God’s commands to love our neighbor
somehow applies even to the enemy.
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D. Recommendations:

1. That the Rev. Raymond Opperwall, chzurman, and the Rev. Eu-
gene Bradford, reporter, as members of the study committee be given
the privilege of the floor. ~—Adopted

2. That synod refer the study report and its guidelines to the churches
- for study and response to the committee for report to synod in two years.
—Adopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 2 is continued in Article 72.)
The session is closed with prayer.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 1975
Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 63

The session is opened with devotions.

The roll is called. The Rev. A. Verburg, alternate for the Rev. James
De Vries, is present and expresses agreement with the Forms of Unity.
The Rev. Mr. De Vries has been called home because of the serious ill-
ness of his five-year-old son.

The minutes of Monday, June 16, are read and approved.

. ARTICLE 64
The Rev. J. Petersen reports for Advisory Committee 7, World Min-
istries. (The report of Advisory Gommittee 7 is continued from Article
52.)
Synod enters into executive session to discuss the nominations for
Executive Secretary of the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions.
After the executive session the following is reported:

I. ApPOINTMENT OF EXEGUTIVE SECRETARY

A. Materials:

1. Report 3.

2. Letter from Rev. Martin Geleynse.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod add to the nomination for the position of Executive
Secretary of Forelgn Missions the name of Dr. Richard R. De Ridder.

Grounds:

a. Dr. De Ridder is a recognized authority on missions both within
and outside the denomination. ;

b. He would bring to the position of Executive Secretary a large
measure of academic preparation and experience on the field and writ-
ing and teaching in the area of missiology.

c. He has shown himself to have competence in administration and in
promotion or public relations.

d. His abilities have been recognized by the search committee of the
board by virtue of his inclusion in the panel of seven from which their
nomination to the board was made. —Adopted
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2. That synod accept the following as its slate of nominees for the posi-
tion of Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions: Dr. Roger S. Green-
way, Dr. Eugene Rubingh, and Dr. Richard R. De Ridder.

Ground:

The names of Dr. Greenway and Dr. Rubingh have been duly proc-
essed by way of the Board of Foreign Missions. —Adopted

3. That synod proceed with a vote among these three nominees with
the understanding that if in the first ballot none of the nominees ob--
tains a majority of the votes, there will be a second balloting between
those obtaining the highest and next highest vote. —Adopted

The nominees are interviewed by synod.
Prayer is offered for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Ballots are cast and Dr. Eugene Rubingh is chosen as the Executive
Secretary of the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions.

II. OpeNING OF MissiON MINISTRY IN LiBERIA
A. Materials:
1. Report 3.
2. Back to God Hour Report 1-A.

B. Recommendation:

That synod authorize the opening of a Christian Reformed Mission
ministry in Liberia.

Grounds:

1. The unique nature of this time in Liberia. The highly-evangelized
Americo-Liberians form the elite of the country, while over 90% of the
people belong to indigenous tribes in the interior. These tribal peoples
are now at a time of intense cultural change as they come to self-con-
sctousness. The time is ripe for the entrance of the Gospel into Liberia’s
interior as expressed by the full-orbed message of the Reformed faith.

2. Receptivity to the Gospel. Embryonic groups in imitation of church
are arising, yet there are only twenty-five thousand Roman Catholics
and seventy-five thousand Muslims in a country of 1/ million. If the
Gospel is not brought now, these groups may stablize into Christo-pagan
organizations, or the rival faiths will come in to reap.

3. Distinctive approach. Current mission work among the Bassa tribe
of two hundred and sixty thousand people is conducted largely in Eng-
lish and relies heavily on institutions. Our projected mission endeavor
will use the language of the people and emphasize contact with the
people for the establishment of churches.

4. Proximity to Nigeria. The presence of the Nigeria mission allows
for mobility and for the possible use of builders, airplane, and linguists.

—Adopted

II1. REQUEST FOR STUDY OF MISSION PRINCIPLES AND STRATEGY
A. Material: Report 3
B. Recommendation:

That synod appoint a committee to study the theological principles
and the resulting strategy (with particular application to the programs
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and inter-relationships) of all our synodically appointed mission agen-
cies.

Grounds:

a. The last study, conducted in 1952-53, is no longer adequate to
cover present Christian Reformed Church mission activities.

b. There is at present duplication of effort among our agencies, and
the danger of a spirit of unwholesome competition.

c. There are problems encountered in administration and program-
ming that could be alleviated by such a study and its implementation.

d. There is a need to enhance each agency’s ministry by a more
clearly defined inter-relationship. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued in Article 95.)

ARTICLE 65
Advisory Committee 6, Domestic Missions, the Rev. G. Steenstra, re-
porting, present the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 6 is
continued from Article 50.)

REevise APPOINTMENT ProcepURE oF Home MissioN Bosrp AND AN-
NUL DecisionNs oF 1973 Synop RE HoMme MIsSIONARY APPOINTMENTS

A. Materials: '

1. Overture 2

2. Overture 3

3. Communication 22

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod not accede to the overture of Classis Columbia “to
eliminate the Board of Home Missions policy of appointments” nor to
the overture of Classis British Columbia “to annul the decisions of the
Svnod of 1973” regarding this matter.

Grounds: .

a. Both overtures are based on a misunderstanding of the “appoint-
ment policy” of the Board of Home Missions.

b. Since the Board of Home Missions does not have the right to ter-
minate the services of an ordained missionary by other means than those
of the Church Order, the present policy is not in conflict with Articles
12, 14a and 17 of the Church Order. —Adopted

2. That synod instruct the Board of Home Missions to clarify its “ap-
pointment policy” as to terminology, and report to the Synod of 1976.

Ground:

Both overtures give evidence that present terminology in the “ap-

pointment policy” is open to misunderstanding. —Adopted
3. That synod declare this to be its answer to overtures 2 and 3.
—Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 101.)

ARTICLE 66

Synod meets in executive session to discuss the candidates for the
presidency of Calvin College.
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After the executive session, prayer is offered and ballots are cast.

The chairman announces to the assembly that Dr. Anthony Dmkema
has been chosen as President-Elect of Calvin College.

Dr. Diekema addresses synod, expressing appreciation for the confi-
dence shown in him and asks for prayer as he considers the appointment.

The chairman expresses appreciation to the Presidential Search Com-
mittee and reads the names of the members of this committee:

Alumni Representatives—

The Honorable John Feikens, Judge of District Court of Eastern

Michigan, Mr. Herman Fles, Chairman of the Board, Associated Truck
Lines.

Faculty Representatives—
Dr. James De Borst, Professor of Political Smence Dy. Peter De Vos,
Professor of Ph1losophy, Dr. Gordon Van Harn, Professor of Biology,

Secretary of the Committee; Mr. Henry De Wit, Vice-President of
Business and Finance, - g

Board Representatives—

Rev. Henry DeMots, President of the Board and pastor Orland Park
CRC, Chicago, Illionis; Rev. Bastiaan Nederlof, Pastor, 1st CRG, Van-
couver, Washington; Dr. Edwin Roels, Pastor, Cottage Grove CRC,
South Holland, Illinois; Mr. Norman DeGraaf, partner in DeGraaf-
Buiten Insurance Agency; Rev. Leonard Hofman, Chairman and Pastor
Ridgewood CRC, Jenison, Michigan.

The morning session is closed with prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 17, 1975
Fifteenth Session

ARTICLE 67
The session is opened with devotions.

ARTICLE 68
The president reads a letter from the Rev. Peter Borgdorff, grate-
fully acknowledging his appointment as Field Secretary of the CRC
Board of Home Missions, and accepting the appointment.

ARTICLE 69 .

The Rev. Gordon Klouw of the Reception Committee introduces the
Rev. Edwin Mulder, fraternal delegate of the Reformed Church in
America, who addresses synod, noting with gratitude the cooperative
work of our denominations. Dr. Garl Kromminga responds for synod.

ARTICLE 70

The Rev. G. Holwerda reports for Advisory Committee 11, Appomt—
ments. Synod approves the nominations for the Synodical Interim Com-
mittee,

(The report of Advisory Committee 11 is continued in Article 113.)
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ARTICLE 71

Synod adjourns at 5:00 p.m. for the Testimonial Banquet to be held
in the Commons Building at 6:30 p.m. at which time Dr. Heriry Stob,
of Calvin Seminary; Dr. John J. Timmerman, of Calvin College, and
Professor Martin Karsten of Calvin College are honored on their re-
tirement. Dr. Steve Vander Weele is honored on his 25th year as pro-
fessor at Calvin College. Rev. Henry J. Evenhouse is recognized on his
forthcoming retirement as Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign
Missions. Dr, Herman Ridderbos, Fraternal Delegate of the GKN is
invited to speak on behalf of all the fraternal delegates at synod.

The session is concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 18, 1975
Sixteenth Session

ARTICLE 72
The session is opened with prayer, |
The minutes of Tuesday, June 17, 1975, are read and approved.

ARTICLE 73
Advisory Committee 1, Appeals I, the Rev. J. Joosse reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 1 is continued
from Article 47.)

I. Durton CoNsisTory AppEALS DECISION oF SyNop RE Divisive

LITERATURE ‘

A. Material: Printed Appeal 3

B. Recommendation: )

That synod not sustain the appeal of the consistory of the Dutton Chris-
tian Reformed Church and. the allegation that “. . . synod’s instruction
to discipline members on the basis of them (circulation of the ACRL
letter of March, 1974) is unjust and in conflict with the Word of God
and the Church Order.”

Grounds:

1. The decision of synod to “. .. instruct the consistories to deal in a
disciplinary way with the members who are actively involved in such di-
visive activities” does not mean that the requirements of Church Order,
Article 82 may be disregarded. It is not the responsibility of synod, but
of the consistories to determine whether . . . members are actively in-
volved in such divisive activities” and, if so, to initiate the process re-

quired by Article 82 of the Church Order.

2. The burden of the proof for the appeal’s suggestion that the kind
of division allegedly promoted by the ACRL letter might be one that
the Lord himself brings (Luke 12:51) and not one that the Bible con-
demns lies with the consistory of the Dutton Christian Reformed Church.

3. If consistories deal pastorally and in a manner consistent with the
requirements of the Church Order with members who appear to be
“, . . actively involved in such divisive activities” there will be no viola-

[
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tion of the ninth commandment as confessed in the Heidelberg Cate-
chism. —Adogpted

Note: Committee members P, Van Dyken and D. VerHage registered
their negative votes against this recommendation of Advisory Commit-
tee, Appeals I. '

II. CoMMUNICATIONS AND APPEALS OF MEMBERS OF THE FIrRsT CHRIS-
TIAN RerormED CrUrRcH oF WooDsTock AND oF MR. AReN P.
GEISTERFER

A. Materials:

1. Personal Appeal, Mrs. G. Vandezande
2. Personal Appeal, Mr. M. E. Thalen

3. Personal Appeal, Mr, A. P. Geisterfer
4. Communications 6, 31, 32, 33’

B. Observations:

The personal appeals and communications above arise out of the still
“very troubled situation of the First Christian Reformed Church of
Woodstock.” The person and status of Mr. Aren P. Geisterfer remains
a foca] point in these difficulties. A strong plea for understanding and
help prevails in all the communications sent to synod, however, the
document of Mrs. Vandezande contains several charges as well. Her
primary concern at the present time, however, as is the case with all who
wrote, appears to be that the 1975 Synod appoint a committee to investi-
gate the Woodstock difficulties in loco. We also take note that the Wood-
stock consistory continues serious efforts to achieve reconciliation with
the aggrieved brothers and sisters. The immense complexity of the situa-
tion leads us to expect much more hard and prayerful work lies ahead.

B. Recommendations:

1. That, since there is no apparent significant progress in reaching a
solution of the Woodstock difficulties, synod express its deep regret and
urge a prayerful and persistent effort on the part of the brothers and
sisters involved to come to complete healing of the serious spiritual illness
in the body of Christ. —Adopted

2. That synod not sustain the personal appeal of Mr. A. P. Geisterfer.

Ground:

All materials produced by Mr. Geisterfer as grounds upon which he
bases his appeal have been considered by a previous synod. —Adopted

3. That synod not accede to the request from the several Woodstock
appellants for a “committee of inquiry” at this time, since such could
well prove counter-productive under the present circumstances.

Grounds:

a. There are indications that the consistory of the Bethel Christian
Reformed Church of London is able to exercise a measure of pastoral
care upon the Geisterfer family which gives some reason for encourage-
ment,

b. Letters from all appellants express desire for reconciliation with the
consistory of the Woodstock Christian Reformed Church. The consistory
too has been able to make some slight advance in reaching out to the
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estranged brothers and sisters as revealed by the following paragraph
from communication 32, “Towards the end of April action was taken by
the First Christian Reformed Church of V\’oodstock to meet with four
people from our group to discuss matters.” —Adopted
4. That synod declare this to be its answer to the personal appeals of
Mrs. G. Vandezande, Mr. M. E. Thalen and Mr. A. P. Geisterfer and
Communications 6, 31, 32, 33, —Adopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 1 is continued in Article 107.)

ARTICLE 74 -
Advisory Commiittee 2, Appeals II, the Rev. A. Van Eek reportmg,
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 2 is con-
tinued from Article 62.)

. I. CommttEE IN Loco Universrry Hicrs CRC

A. Material: Report 39

B. Note: Whereas Rev. R. Koops was not able to attend the meeting
in’loco of synod’s committee he asks that synod record that he signed the
report, but did so “in absentia.”

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod receive the report of the committee for information.

—Adopted
2. That synod thank the committee for its work declare its task fin-
ished and dismiss the committee. ~—Adopted

II. AppeAL DR. JouN A. KRaFT vs. CLASSIS Laxe ERiE

A. Materials:

1. Personal Appeal 7, Letter of Dr. John A. Kraft to Synod 1974,
dated May 30, 1974

9. Communication 28, Letter of Dr. J. A. Kraft to Synod 1975, dated
June 3, 1975

B. Background:

Dr. Kraft’s appeal was held over to Synod 1975 “for final adjudica-
tion” pending the report of synod’s committee in loco, Acts of Synod
1974, Art. 81, section 11, D, 2, p. 99.

In Communication 28 Dr. Kraft writes “to correct an earlier mistake.
I had written that Classis Lake Erie had found that the Rev. J. Harold
Ellens had preached and taught doctrines contrary to the Bible.” Then
Dr. Kraft reiterates his charge: “I wish to amend my appeal. I wish to
appeal the finding that these beliefs, contrary to the Bible and the
creeds, were only prlvately held. I maintain that they were preached
and taught by him.”

C. Recommendation:

That synod not enter into the consideration of the. appeal of Dr. J. A.
Kraft made in 1974, amended and reiterated in 1975.

Grounds:

1. The matter is still in jurisdiction of consistory. Classis Lake Erie
decided in May 1974 “that classis urge Dr. Ellens . . . in any further
investigation of this issue to carry out the investigation in the context
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of the creeds and Scripture,” and “that classis advise the consistory of
University Hills CRC to assist Dr. Ellens in fulfilling recommendation
above.”—Quoted in Acts of Synod 1974, Art. 81, 11B, b, ¢, p. 98.

2. Synod’s committee in loco concurred “It seems to the committee
in loco that any adjudication of the matter will have to be done by a
local committee” (Report 39, B, 1, b). —Adopted

III. Crassis Lake Erie AppeaLs DecisioN oF SyNop 1974 RE APPEAL
oF Dr. J. A. KrarT

A. Maierial: Printed Appeal 1

B. Recommendation:

That synod sustain the protest of Classis Lake Erie against the man-
ner in which Synod 1974 answered the appeal of Dr. J, A. Kraft.

Grounds:

1. Synod directed its committee in loco to the wrong party, ie., to
the appellant and his pastor instead of to the accused, Classis Lake Erie.

2. Classis Lake Frie had advised consistory of University Hills CRG
in its May, 1974, session. On May 30, 1974 (the date of the appeal
against classis), Classis Lake Erie had not yet finished its work.

—Adopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 2 is continued in Article 98.)

ARTICLE 75
The Rev. G. Klouw, of the Reception Commitiee asks Dr. Henry Stob
to introduce Dr. Herman Ridderbos, who then addresses synod.

The Rev. Martin Geleynse responds for synod.

ARTICLE 76
Advisory Committee 8, Educational Maiters, the Rev. E. Walhout
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 8
is continued from Article 39.)

TAXATION AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A. Materials:
1. Report 49
2. Overture 14

B. Recommendations:

1. That Dr. John Vanden Berg be given the privilege of the floor
representing the committee. —Adopted

2. That synod endorse the position on the Question of Taxation and
Christian Education as presented by its committee, revised to substitute
“synod” for “committee.” —Adopted

Section II thus states:

TrE SyNop’s PositioN oN THE QuUesTioN oF TaxaTioN anp CHRIS-
TiAN EpucaTion '
The position of synod on the question of taxation and Chris-
tian education is this: whenever and at whatever level government
provides financial support to education, this money should be made
available to support the education of all children regardless of the school
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they attend, rather than limit its distribution only to children attending
schools which are state owned, operated and controlled. Support of the
education of all children will promote justice in the distribution of
educational tax monies and extend to all citizens the right and the ca- -
pacity, that is, the freedom, to choose the kind of education they wish
to support. Such support will also promote pluralism in society and
thus make it more difficult for government to establish one philosophy of
education as the officially endorsed one of the State. Basic to the po-
sition of synod ar€ certain views of the nature of education and
of the function of government. We turn to these now.

A. The Nature of Education
1. Education is Compulsory

Education is compulsory at the elementary and secondary levels, Al-
though one might argue that education should not be compulsory and
should not be financed by the government, it is a well-established posi-
tion in the United States and Canada that an educated citizenry is so
vital to the welfare of society that education has been made compulsory
in both these countries. Education is compulsory, in other words, be-
cause it promotes the genera] welfare of society.

Children attending Christian or any other non-state schools meet
the compulsory education requirements of the state, and by attending .
school they are serving the public purpose of providing an educated
citizenry, Because children attending the non-state schools are being
educated to serve the public welfare under the supervision of the state
(all non-state schools are regulated by the state as to education require-
ments), they should be supported by the funds which the state collects
for the purpose of providing its citizens an education.

2. Education is Religiously or Philosophically Oriented

Not only is education compulsory; it is also always religiously or philo-
sophically oriented, regardless of the school one mght attend. Although
it is often argued that education in public schools 1s neutral, it is diffi-
cult to believe that such education does not impart some approach to
life, that it exists in a philosophical vacuum, that it does not establish
some position relative to the significance of God.* To the contrary, as
is observed by Professor Virgil Blum, S.].:

“Every educational institution, or certainly its individual faculty
members, is philosophically and theologically oriented. There is no
such thing as philosophical and theological neutrality in the class-
room. The questions, “What is man? ‘Where does he come from?
‘What is his purpose? ‘Is there a God?' cannot be avoided.”

Dr. Joel Nederhood, radio minister of the Christian Reformed Church,

said essentially the same thing in a sermon preached in the summer of
1967. This is what he said:

1The reader is encouraged to test this statement by asking the superintendent
of the public school in his community what he and his staff are trying to ac-
complish through education given in the school. Most likely the answer will have
something to do with producing “good” (what is good?) citizens of some value
system. .
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“Now then, we must begin by recognizing that all education is
inescapably religious. It is impossible to engage in educational ac-
tivities without referring to religious convictions. Education is one
of the most comprehensive forms of human activity there is, It is
not merely the communication of certain facts that are poured into
receptacles as water is poured into a glass, Education consists of
one generation’s transmitting useful knowledge to the generation
that follows it. It is a highly moral action. It involves endless selec-
tivity, It involves judgment after judgment. You must teach your
children the new math, and history, and art. You must give them
norms and standards. You must teach children what to care about.

“Do you think that a society can engage in that kind of activity
without any reference to religion? Of course not. Every educational
decision arises out of certain basic convictions that are essentially
religious.”?

Even public school authorities acknowledge that religious and moral
values underlie all educational objectives. Thus the National Educa-
tion Association has said:

“The development of moral and spiritual values is basic to all
other educational objectives. Education uninspired by moral and
spiritual values is directionless . . . That educational purposes rest
on moral and spiritual values has been generally recognized in the
public school system. The Educational Policies Commission has
previously declared: ‘Every statement of educational purposes, in-
cluding this one, depends upon the judgment of some person or
group as to what is good and what is bad, what is true and what
1s false, what is ugly and what is beautiful, what is valuable and
what is worthless in the conduct of human affairs.’”®

And in another NEA publication, “The Scholars Look at the Schools,”
it is stated that “we teach religion in the schools whether we would or
not . . . Philosophy and religion cut across all other fields and provide
a context in which the entire educational process may be compre-
hended.”*

B. The Government and Justice and Freedom in Education

Calvinists have consistently held that government is an agency of
God’s grace and that its primary duty is to promote justice. (See Romans
13:1-6; Calvin’s Institutes, Book IV, Chapter 20, “On Civil Govern-
ment;” and the Belgic Confession, Article XXXVI The Magistracy.)
Given the fact that society has made education compulsory, the govern-
ment has become the agency through which the funds that are needed
to support the educational enterprise are collected. Such funds are col-
lected from all citizens, regardless of their religious convictions or lack
of them. It would seem that justice would demand that they also be
distributed without regard to one’s religious convictions or lack of them.

Given the further fact that education is always religiously or philo-
sophically oriented, it seems reasonable to conclude that the government

2 Dr, Joel Nederhood, Our Nation’s Schools, a radio sermon, July, 1967
3NEA, Moral and Spiritual Values in the Public Schools, 1951, p. 7
+ NEA, The Scholars Look at the Schools, 1962, p. 18
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is not fulfilling its obligation to promote justice when it supports only
one approach to education over all others, Supporting one philosophy
of education in preference over all others can hardly meet the demands
of justice. And in the process of denying justice, the state also obstructs
the freedom to choose the kind of education one wishes to support and
have for his children.

In the field of education freedom is the opportunity to teach our chil-
dren in a way consistent with our ideals and values, In the American
society, a pluralistic society of some two hundred million people, citizens
have different ideals or values to which they are committed. It is incon-
ceivable that these two hundred million people will all have the same
views on education. Because of this, it is essential that the independent
or non-state school exist; for freedom requires alternatives from which
to choose, including the alternative which is consistent with one’s own
commitment. A person who has no choice is not free. Public education
is a free choice only if alternative choices are available, and only if these
choices are available without economic penalty. Such freedom does not
exist in the United States and Canada today.

In his sermon, Our Nation’s Schools, Dr. Nederhood stated:

“So long as the full legality” (equitable financial support) “of
Christian education is denied, full freedom of religion does not
exist. That may seem to be a very strong statement, but it isn’t
really when you remember what religion really is. What is religion?
Formal worship, singing hymns, saying prayers—is that religion?
That is just a small part. Religion consists in the deepest con-
victions of your person. Your religion is your honest, sincere con-
viction about who God is and who you are. Your religion is the
state -of belief that controls everything you do. Even if you are an
atheist, you are religious. We may never be satisfied with those who
talk about freedom of religion and mean by it the freedom to en-
gage in formal worship alone. If freedom of religion is to be real, it
must give men the opportunity to live their lives out of the full-
ness of their deepest convictions.”

In 1925 the United States Supreme Court stated in the Pietce case®
that “the fundamental theory of liberty upon which all governments in
this Union repose excludes any general power of the state to standardize
its children by forcing them to accept instruction from public teachers
only. The child is not the mere creature of the state; those who nur-
ture his destiny have the right, coupled with the high duty, to recognize
and prepare him for additional obligations.”

Parents have the right to send their children to religiously-oriented
schools, yet when they exercise this right they are deprived of all public
educational benefits. Professor Wilber G. Katz put it bluntly when he
said that “we exact a price for the exercise of liberty.””

Liberty at a price—this is not liberty. This is the suppression of liberty.
A genuinely free society cannot impose on its citizens any philosophic
or religious creed as condition for receiving the benefits of public legis-

5 Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510 (.1925)
¢ Wilbur G. Katz, “The Freedom to Believe,” Atlantic, 192 (Oct. 1953, p. 69)
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lation. To do so would be to ask one to violate his conscience and re-
ligious convictions. It also places the government in a position to control
the thought and belief of the people. In the field of education the gov-
ermnment, in effect, says: “Give up your notions that God is important
in education, or forfeit your rights to the educational tax dollar.”

If the situation which exists in the field of education in America today
were advocated for any other field, Americans would not tolerate it for
a moment. Imagine, for example, that all citizens had to pay taxes to
support political parties but that all of the money was given to only one
_party, say, the govemment party. Or, suppose that Republicans had to
pay five hundred dollars per year for the privilege of voting for Repub-
lican candidates—hardly a free ballot.

The position of the public school in American life is clearly stated
in a letter to the editor of the Saturday Review, appearing in the issue
of December 17, 1966:

“The public school today holds a position in American life sim-
ilar to that held by the State Church in earlier times, in that one
school system instead of one church receives favored treatment and
tax support. Such an official establishment of education imposes
exactly the same restrictions on the liberties of minorities as an es-
tablished church. When parents are forced by law to have their
children exposed to teachings that are alien and inimical to their
own beliefs, it doesn’t really matter to them whether that teach-
ing takes place in a church or a school, whether it comes from a
state-approved preacher or a state-approved teacher” (Philomene
Di Giacomeo).

Such a situation should not be allowed to go unnoticed by the Chris-
tian Reformed Church; it is time that we speak out on this injustice.

3. That synod approve the communication to the President of the
United States as proposed in Recommendation A of the study committee
report, —Adopted

STATEMENT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

We, the members of the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church,
respectfully call to your attention the injustice which now prevails in
the financing of education in the United States and earnestly urge you
to do all within your power as President of the United States to remedy
this situation so that justice may prevail in this country and freedom in
a pluralistic society be promoted.

Education is compulsory in the United States at the elementary and
secondary levels. We do not debate this position but do note that it is
based on the premise that an educated citizenry is vital to the welfare
of society and that, consequently, citizens must be compelled to go to
school for a stipulated period of their lives. Education is compulsory, in
other words, because it promotes the general welfare of society. We
believe it is an unassailable position that children attending non-state
schools meet the compulsory education requirements of the state, and by
attending school they are serving the public purpose of prov1d1ng an
educated citizenry.
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Not only is education compulsory; it is also always religiously or philo-
sophically oriented, regardless of the school one might attend. One
might appeal to philosophers and theologians to support this position
but he need not, for he can go to public school educators to support it.

Thus, the National Education Association has said:

The development of moral and spiritual values is basic to all other
educational objectives, Education uninspired by moral and spirit-
ual values is directionless . . . . That educational purposes rest on
moral and spiritual values has been generally recognized in the
public school system. The Educational Policies Commission has
previously declared: ‘Every statement of educational purposes in-
cluding this one, depends upon the judgment of some person or
group as to what is good and what is bad, what is true and what
is false, what is ugly and what is beautiful, what is valuable and
what is worthless in the conduct of human affairs’” (National
Education Association, Moral and Spiritual Values in the Public
Schools, 1951, p. 7).

Whether or not one is persuaded that all education is philosophically
or religiously oriented in a formal sense is not crucial, however, for the
very concept of a pluralistic society implies the existence of different
ideals and values to which the citizens are committed. Surely, it is in-
conceivable that the American society of close to two hundred and
twenty million people will all have the same views on education.

So now we find this situation: society cornpels her youthful citizens
to attend school but it will provide financial support only if they attend
state owned, operated, and controlled schools. Parents have the right,
protected by the Supreme Court of the United States in the 1925 Pierce
case (Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510, 1925) to send their
children to non-state schools, yet when they exercise this right they are
deprived of all public educational benefits. In other words, we exact a
price for the exercise of freedom.

Liberty at a price—this is not liberty, This is the suppression of
liberty. A genuinely free society cannot impose on its citizens any philo-
sophic or religious creed as a condition for receiving the benefits of
public legislation. To do so would be to ask one to violate his conscience
and religious convictions. It also places the government in a position to
control the thought and belief of the people. In the field of education
the government, in effect, says “accept the state view of education or
give up your right to the educational tax dollar.” This is unjust and can
only result in a diminution of freedom and the destruction of a genuinely
pluralistic society.

In taking this position we are not unmindful of the principle of the
separation of church and state; rightly interpreted, we are ardent sup-
porters of the principle. Indeed, we respectfully note that the Christian
Reformed Church was founded more than a hundred years ago by im-
migrants from the Netherlands who left their homeland because they
were deeply disturbed by the existence of a state-established church. We,
the children of these immigrants, are equally disturbed by the existence
of a state-established philosophy of education in the United States. It is
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because we are disturbed that we feel compelled to address you with
this petition.

4. That the study committee (U.S. members only) be continued in
order to advise the Stated Clerk as to: a) the timing of the communi-
cation, i.e., when it should be sent; and b) whether or not other agen-
cies or branches of government should receive the same communication.

~—Adopted

5. That synod urge the members of our churches to pray and work
in every possible way to see to it that taxes for education be destributed
for the education of all children, including those in non-state schools,
without regard to race, sex, religion, or creed.

Ground:
Every Ghristian believer has the duty to promote the cause of justice
in society through responsible citizenship. —Adopted

6. That synod request the Council of Christian Reformed Churches
in Canada to consider addressing itself to Canadian governmental bodies
in regard to the matters to which the study committee addressed itself.

Grounds:

a. The Council of Christian Reformed Churches in Canada is in this
matter a more appropriate body to speak for the Canadian segment of
our denomination.

b. The Council has ready access to expertise with reference to the
complex situation that exists in Canada in matters of tax benefits for
non-state schools, —Adopted

7. That synod declare that these decisions constitute its answer to
Classis Hudson’s overture (Overture 14), and also to Overture 22 of

1974. —Adopted
8. That synod thank the study committee for its excellent report.
—Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued in Article 91.)
The morning session is concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 18, 1975
Seventeenth Session

ARTICLE 77
The session is opened with song and prayer.
The president announces that Dr. Anthony Diekema has accepted the

appointment as the president of Calvin College. He and Mrs. Diekerna
will visit with synod during one of its sessions,

ARTICLE 78
The Reception Commiitee, the Rev. Gordon Klouw reporting, pre-
sents Dr. Joel Nederhood of the Back to God Radio Hour. Dr. Neder-
hood addresses synod, thanking synod for its vision regarding the possible
expansion of TV programming,

Dr. E. Roels responds for synod.
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ARTICLE 79
Advisory Committee 3, Church Order, Dr. E. Roels reporting, pre-

sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 3 is continued
from Article 20.) :

ComMITTEE ON WOMEN IN EccLESIASTICAL OFFICE
A. Materials:
Report 46 .
. Overture 27, (Classis Florida)
Overture 32, (First CRGC of Hull, Jowa)
. Overture 33, (Williamsburg CRC)
. Overture 34, (CRC of Washington, D.C.)
. Communication 9 (Mrs. Harriet Petroelje)
. Communication 11 (Rev. Henry Petersen)
Communication 16 (Geneva Forum petition and East Lansing
Mich. CRC)
. Communication 20 (Mrs. Jeannette Bult De Jong and the Fuller
Ave., G.R. consistory)
10. Communication 23 (Ann Arbor Campus Chapel petition)
11. Communication 24 (Petition from group of individuals)
12. Communication 26 (Church of the Servant, G.R., and Mrs. Mar-
chienne Rienstra)
13. Communication 27 (Lawndale CRC, Chicago, IIL)
14. Communication 29 (Neland Ave. CRC, G.R., Mrs. Karen De Vos
* and Mis. Jessie Konyndyk)
15. Communication 33 (Calvin CRC, G.R., and signed petitions)

B. Dr. E. Roels reads the recommendations of the majority of Ad-
visory Committee 3,

Elder W. ]J. Vos reads the recommendations of the minority of Advi-
sory Committee 3.

Synod grants the privilege of the floor to the Revs. John Hellenga,
Henry Petersen, and Dr. James Vander Laan to represent the study
committee.

The Rev. H. Petersen requests that his communication 11 to synod
in which he indicates the withdrawal of his signature from Recommen-
dation B 3a of the report of the study committee, be appended to Re-
port 46 as it will appear in the Acts of synod. —Granted

PR NS TR

©

C. Introductory observations of the Majority Advisory Commitice

1. Background of Report 46

The Synod of 1970 appointed a committee to study the question of
women in ecclesiastical office. That committee reported to the Synod
of 1973, The Synod of 1973, rather than adopting the recommenda-
tions of the study committee, appointed another study committee to
evaluate the report of the first committee as well as to consider the
various overtures and communications received relative to the report
and to the entire subject of women in office, Report 46 on Women in
Ecclesiastical Office is the result of the work of the committee appointed
in 1973.
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2. Summary of Report 46

a. One of the most significant aspects of Report 46 is that the authors
of this second report are in essential agreement with the authors of the
first report on the fundamental idea that “biblical teaching is not op-
posed in principle to the ordination of women to any office that men
may hold in the church”. Although the authors of Report 46 differ
from the authors of the first report on the interpretation of various
specific passages and practices in the Scriptures, including some passages
which are considered to be relatively significant (such as Galatians 3:
28), they are able to appreciate much of the work done by the earlier
committee and to agree on various matters of consequence. ‘

Of major significance in the current report is a careful and thought-
ful presentation of the signficance of the relationship between men and
women within marriage and the significance of this relationship for
determining the proper relationship between men and women within the
church. According to the report, the biblical teaching of the headship
of man in man-woman relationships has primary reference to the mar-
riage relationship. In fact, so it is alleged, the biblical references to the
headship of man and to the submission of woman to man always refer
to the marriage relationship-and quite possibly to nothing beyond that.

Consequently, it is not possible to draw any convincing conclusions
from the biblical teachings regarding “headship” and ‘“‘submission” in-
sofar as the position of women mn the church is concerned. Thus, though
it is true that the principle of the submission of woman to man is clearly
revealed in the Scriptures for the marriage relationship, the Bible does
not give us explicit guidelines for determining the implications of this
principle for other areas of life. Though the New Testament does de-
scribe various applications of this principle in the life of the early
church, it is not at all possible to declare that these specific applications
are normative for present-day practice, since many of them, and possibly
all of them were conditioned or determined by the particular cultural
conditions of the time.

A primary concern for today, therefore, is to make every possible
effort to uphold the explicit biblical teaching of the headship of man
within the marriage relationship and to seek to avoid any patterns with-
in either church or home which would undermine the church’s procla-
mation and practice of that normative principle. Whether or not to
ordain women to office in the church at the present time, therefore, is
to be determined on the basis of our present cultural and ecclesiastical
situation. If the present ordination of women to office would in any
way undermine the church’s insistence on maintaining the headship
and authority of men in the home, then it should not be done, If, on
the other hand, a different situation should develop in the future in
which such ordination would not threaten the authority structure within
marriage, then the ordination of women would be perfectly acceptable
and not in violation of any biblical principle.

Consistent with their understanding of biblical teaching, the authors
have determined, primarily on the basis of the responses they received,
that the present time would not be a proper time to open the offices
of the church to women. Since many of the churches are presently op-
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posed to the ordination of women and since many would find such or-
dination to be a threat to the overall well-being of the church and to
the stability of the family, to ordain women at the present time would
be in violation of that clear biblical principle which requires us to main-
tain and promote the headship of man within the marriage relationship.
At the same time the committee is eager to have the church make pro-
visions for women to use all the gifts and talents given them by God
within the context of the accepted biblical and ecclesiastical guidelines.

3. Analysis of Report 46

The advisory committee appreciates the careful and thoughtful work
done by the members of the study committee and agrees with many of
its observations and conclusions regarding various specific matters. The
advisory committee shares with the study committee some of its reserva-
tions concerning the earlier report of 1973 and the objections raised
to some of its conclusions. However, the advisory committee also has
some questicns concerning Report 46. Although it is impossible to go
into detail concerning every difference which has arisen, there are vari-
ous specific matters to which reference should be made in this report.
Among them are the following:

" a. We are not convinced that the concepts of the headship of man
and the submission of woman to man are fundamentally concerned with
the marriage relationship. It is our judgment, rather, that the submis-
sion of woman to man within marriage is based upon a divinely ordained
creation pattern of the relationship of man and woman. The references
in I Corinthians 11:3-9 and T Timothy 2:8-15 seem to us to make that
clear. This position is strengthened by the fact that almost all English
translations of I Corinthians 11:3 refer explicitly to the relationship
between man and woman rather than to the relationship between hus-
band and wife. I Timothy 2:13, 14, with their reference to the creation
and fall, appear to us to give the grounds or reason for the injunction
expressed in verse 12. Therefore, we conclude that the basic or norma-
tive or abiding principle which is determinative in establishing proper
relationships between men and women in the church is not that of sub-
mission within the marriage relationship first of all, but that of the sub-
mission of woman to man as indicated in I Corinthians 11 and I Tim-
othy 2.

b. Since we judge that the primary concern of the relevant biblical
givens is the maintaining of the proper relationship between men and
women in general, we conclude that the question of whether or not
women should be admitted to ecclesiastical office is not to be deter-
mined by the practical consideration of what effect such admission to
office might have on the marriage relationship. In fact, it is our judg-
ment that it would theoretically be quite possible under our present cul-
tural circumstances to maintain the proper authority relationship within
marriage even if women were to be admitted to office. Our concern
is that the ordination of women would itself involve a violation of the
biblical principle concerning the proper relationship between men and
women.

c. It is our judgment that the report itself contains much information,
based on careful study, which may readily be used to support the con-
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tention that the Bible is in fact opposed in principle to the ordination
of women, We recognize that the authors of the report draw quite dif-
ferent conclusions from those same givens and that within the report
itself they temper the possible impact of those givens by the advance-
ment of additional considerations. However, it is our judgment that
the material of the report does not support the conclusions which are
drawn from it. We are not convinced, for example, that cultural con-
ditioning determined every statement of Paul concerning the submission
of women to men in the early church,

d. Since the report focuses on the marriage relationship rather than
on the relationship between men and women in general, we should
probably not be surprised that it does not consider the unique situation
of the single woman., However, we find the absence of such consideration
to be something of a weakness in the report and regret that the place
of the single woman is not discussed.

-e. Special note is made in the report of the fact that the churches do
not appear to be ready for the opening of the offices to women. Un-
questionably this is true of many of the churches as indicated by re-
sponses received by the committee. However, on the purely practical
level of “readiness,” the advisory committee has learned that there are
also several churches which are not only ready but even eager to open
the offices of the church to women. The study report does not adequately
consider what to do in those situations where there are some sections
of the church which are far in advance of others in their readiness to
ordain women to the ecclesiastical offices.

4. Analysis of the overtures, communications, and other materials
which have been presented in favor of ordaining women to office.

a. Many contend that the passages which have traditionally been ad-
duced to support the present position of excluding women from the
offices of the church are simply not sufficiently clear to warrant the
continuation of that practice.

1) There is an uncertainty concerning the proper interpretation of
these passages, reflected in fact that various expositors, including those
within the Reformed community, come to different conclusions in their
expositions,

2) Many of Paul’s injunctions are culturally conditioned. Conse-
quently, it is not legitimate to accept all of Paul’s injunctions as abid-
ing principles for every church in every situation throughout history.

3) In some instances it appears that Paul is employing the method-
ology of Rabbinic exegesis to support his injunctions. If this is so,
then it is clear that he is not intending In every instance to enunciate
eternally valid principles.

4) It is not at all clear that Paul’s references to the subordination of
woman to man are intended to apply to any situation outside of the
marriage relationship,

5) Since Paul does not explicitly spell out the implications of the re-
vealed concept of the headship of the man, it is hazardous to make
applications of this principle in the church which seem to violate other
divinely revealed principles concerning the equality of men and women.
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. 6) If all of Paul’s injunctions concerning the relationship of men and
women are to be taken with strict literalness, then he acted in violation
of his own principles when he permitted women to break silence by
praying and prophesying.

7) Many of the present practices within the church are inconsistent
with a literal, strict interpretation of Paul’s injunctions. Consistency
would demand either a greater or a reduced participation of women
in the Life of the church. The present practice of allowing women to
do some teaching, some speaking, some exercising of authority is ex-
tremely difficult to defend.

b. The Bible’s first mention of the relationship between men and
women in the pre-fall situation is a reference to their mutual sharing in
dominion over the earth as image-bearers of God (Gen. 1:26, 27). This
mutual sharing of dominion is the original creation pattern and it is
this pattern which should be reflected in the relationship of men and
women within the redeemed community.

c. Paul, in writing to Timothy and to the Christians in Corinth, is
wrestling with the problem of the proper position of women. in the
church in the cultural setting of his own day. The solution which he
offers to this problem in the context of that ddy is not necessarily appli-
cable to our situation in our time. To assert that it is applicable is to
deny that Paul is concerned with current customs and traditions (I Cor.
11:2, 13, 14, 16) and not simply with abiding principles.

d. Since it is the Holy Spirit who gives gifts to the church as he wills
(I Cor. 12:11), we should make full use within the churches of all the
gifts he has given also to women, Present practice within our churches
does not permit this.

e. The basic equality of men and women in Christ (Galatians 3:28)
should be reflected in the official structure of the church as well as in
unofficial relationships. This is particularly true since no biblical pas-
sages conclusively deny women the right to hold office in the church.

f. Since both the study report of 1973 and that of 1975 conclude that
biblical teaching is not opposed in principle to the ordination of women,
those churches within the denomination which are presently ready to
approve the ordination of women should be permitted to proceed with
such ordination.

g. It may well be possible for women office-bearers to exercise the re-
sponsibilities of their office in a womanly way, that is, in a way which
represents and maintains the created distinctiveness of women. Con-
sider, for example, how Paul permitted women to pray and prophesy
if they did so in a ‘way that did not dishonor their husbands.

5. Analysis of the overtures, communications and other materials which
have been presented in favor of a continuation of the present practice
of not ordaining women.

a. Though it may be true that certain teachings in the Scriptures
are, to a certain extent, conditioned by the specific culture in which
they were initially given, the divinely intended relationship between
men and women is clearly stated in specific, unambiguous terms, Con-
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sider, for example, I Timothy 2:8-15; I Corinthians 11:3-9; I Corin-
thians 14:34, 35; Ephesians 5:22-31; I Peter 3:1-7; Genesis 2:18-25.
In each of these passages, in one way or another, the authority and/or
headship of the man are emphasized. In some of these passages the
relationship being considered is that of the wife and her husband, but
in others, the relationship concerned is that of man and woman (e.g.,
I Gor. 11:3, I Tim. 2:12-14). Moreover, the basis or ground for the
instruction given is the original creation pattern determined and revealed
by God himself,

1) Though it is true that the Bible does not itself explicitly explain
or develop the significance of the headship of man, in every instance
where the relationship of men and women is discussed, it is always the
woman who is told to be submissive to the man or, more specifically,
to her husband. Thus, whatever else the idea of headship may involve,
it does seem to reflect a certain pattern of submissiveness of the woman
to the man, a submissiveness which is to be reflected both in the home
and in the church,

2) The biblical teaching on the equality of men and women in Christ
(Gal. 3:28) in no way precludes the possibility of a certain headship of
man or the subordination of woman to man either within marriage or
within the church. Virtually all participants in the current discussion
acknowledge the headship of man within the marriage relationship and
recognize it as totally consistent with the spiritual equality of husband
and wife. Many others find it equally valid to recognize an official
headship of man in the church as totally consistent both with the spirit-
ual equality of men and women and with the injunction of Paul to be
mutually submissive to one another in the fear of Christ (Eph. 5:21).

3) This understanding of the proper relationship between men and
women in the church is supported by and reflected in a consistent bibli-
cal pattern which accentuates the official role of men both within the
Old Testament theocracy and within the New Testament church. In
the Old Testament only men were appointed to the positions of priests
and kings as official representatives of the people before God and of
God before the people. In the New Testament Jesus was served and
supported by many women, but he chose only men as his official repre-
sentatives. Moreover, though Paul was assisted by many women who
served with him in various capacities, in his writings which list quali-
fications for office bearers within the church, he makes specific provi-
sions only for men (I Tim, 3:2-10; Titus 1:5-9).

Some, of course, have objected that the biblical patterns of male lead-
‘ership simply reflect the cultural conditions in which the people lived.
However, in the Old Testament God was concerned to create a separate,
distinct, and holy people, ideally free from the negative influences of the
surrounding nations. Yet he deliberately chose to restrict official leader-
ship to the men. And in the New Testament Paul explicitly bases his
teachings concerning the relationship between men and women in the
church on a divinely revealed creation pattern.

b. It is readily acknowledged that some of the specific manifestations
in the New Testament churches of the submissive relationship of wormmen
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to men or of wives to husbands might have been culturally conditioned.
This, however, does not detract from the fact that the principle of sub-
mission is clearly enunciated, even though the specific manifestations
of that principle may in certain respects vary from culture to culture
or from time to time. Nor may any practice either in church or home
undermine or violate the divinely established position of the headship
and authority of the man.

¢. Though the full implications of the biblical teaching concerning the
relationship of men and women may not be fully clear for various other
societal relationships such as the areas of business, politics, and industry,
the Bible is clear on the proper relationship of women and men in the
church and in the home. This is the primary area of our present concern.

d. There are presently no specific guidelines for the exegete to help
him determine when a given biblical teaching or injunction is intended
as an abiding principle or norm and when 1t is culturally conditioned
and therefore of limited applicability, It is therefore theologically haz-
ardous to conclude that a specific passage is not normative whenever
special difficulties arise with the practical application of the teaching of
that passage. Consequently, before we may declare that apparently un-
qualified statements of Paul concerning the relationship between men
and women and between husbands and wives dre culturally determined,
it will be necessary to develop some more careful guidelines which would
permit us to make that assertion,

e. An advisory committee, dealing with matters presented to the Re-
formed Ecumenical Synod in 1972, concluded that “women by God’s
creative order are to be in subjection to men in the home and church,
and are therefore excluded from the office of ruling and preaching
elders” (Acts, RES, 1972, p. 57). Though the report of this com-
mittee does not by itself prove the correctness of the position being
here defended, the report does indicate that not all Reformed scholars
who have studied the matter of women in ecclesiastical office come to
the same conclusions.

f. Although there are individual churches and consistories which are
willing to open the offices of the church to women, it would seriously
threaten the unity and peace of the denomination as a whole if indivi-
dual churches were to ordain women while many churches are opposed
to the practice. Moreover, once women were ordained to ecclesiastical
office, all the churches would be compelled to accept women office-
bearers because of their mutual participation in the major ecclesiastical
assemblies.

6. The recommendations that follow should be understood in the
light of the following note,

Although we recognize the strength of opposing arguments, the com-
plexity of the problems involved, and the underlying hermeneutical and
exegetical difficulties in interpreting the relevant biblical givens, we note
also that various Reformed scholars do not accept the interpretations of
the biblical givens advanced by those who wish to change the present
practice. Further, we note that there are competent Reformed scholars
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who strongly emphasize that the Scriptures clearly require the continua-
tion of the present practice.

D. The following recommendations of the majority of the Advisory
Committee are presented:

1. That synod declare that the practice of excluding women from the
ecclesiastical offices recognized in the 'Church Order be maintained
unless compelling biblical grounds are advanced for changing that
practice. —Adopted

Rev. D, Postema, Elder H. Ribbens, Elder M. Van Elderen, Rev. A,
Hoksbergen, Rev. E. Walhout, Rev. N. Plantinga, Dr. J. H. Baker, Elder
A. Snope, Rev. A. De Jager, Rev. R, W. Popma, Elder H. De Jong,
Elder W. Vos, Rev. J. W. Postman, Rev. J. B. Vos, Elder J. W. Cooper,
Elder J. Brouwer, Rev. J. Joosse, Rev. J. Westerhof, Elder C. Visser,
Rev. H. Wildeboer, Elder M. Vander Meulen, Elder G. Otten, Rev. R.
- Sikkema, Rev. Wm. Vander Beek, Rev. J. Rozeboom, Rev. G, Klouw,
Rev. G. Van Enk, Elder Dr. R. A. Hoekstra, Rev. G. Heersink, Elder E.
Ennema and Elder C. Feyen all request that their negative votes be re-
corded in the minutes.

2. That synod declare that sufficient biblical grounds have not been
advanced to warrant a departure from our present practice of excluding
women from the ecclesiastical offices recognized in the Church Order.

—Adopted

Rev. D. Postema, Rev. C, Terpstra, Elder M. Van Elderen, Elder H.
Ribbens, Rev. A, Hoksergen, Rev., A, Van Eek, Rev. A, De Jager and
Elder W, J. Vos all request that their negative votes be recorded in the
minutes.

3. That synod urge the churches to make all possible use, within
biblical guidelines and the restrictions of the Church Order, of the
talents and abilities of women in the work of the church.

Grounds:

a. The Holy Spirit has given to women many gifts and talents which
can and should be used for the edification of the church.

b. Some of the gifts and talents given to women are presently not be-
ing fully used within the context of our Church Order. —Adopted

4, That synod appoint a committee of women and men to help the
churches implement Recommendation 3, and that this committee report
on its activities to the Synod of 1976.

Grounds:

a. The intention of Recommendation 3 can more meaningfully be
realized through the appointment of such a committee.

b. Communications received by the advisory committee indicate the
desirability of having such a committee. —Adopted

5. That synod continue the present study committee for one year to
enable it to complete the task assigned it by the Synod of 1974. (See
Recommendation 6 of the Study Committee Report 46.) —Adopted

6. That synod present Report 46 (1975), Report 39 (1973), together
with the advisory committee report and the decisions of synod regarding
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these reports to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod and to its members
for further study, in keeping with their request (RES, 1972, Article
108, 2). —Adopted

7. That synod declare the adoption of recommendations 1 through 6
to be its response to Overtures 27, 32, 33, and 34 and to Communica-
tions 9, 11, 16, 20, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 33. - ——Adopted

8. That synod appoint a committee composed of Old Testament and
New Testament scholars to undertake a study of the hermeneutical
principles which are involved in the proper interpretation of the relevant
Scripture passages, to apply these principles in an exegetical study of
the relevant passages, and to present synod with the results of their
study.

Grounds:

"a. The development of a biblical position on the proper role of
women in the church is to a significant extent dependent upon the exe-
gesis of several key passages whose proper interpretation is widely dis-
puted. i

b. It has become apparent that many of the differences which have
developed in the interpretation of the relevant biblical passages may be
attributed to the differences in the heremeneutical principles which un-
derlie the conflicting interpretations. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 3 is continued in Article 103.)

ARTICLE 80
The president in the name of synod addresses words of appreciation
and thanks to the study committee for its work on the report on “Women
in Ecclesiastical Office.”

The afternoon session is concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 18, 1975
Eighteenth Session

ARTICLE 81

The session is opened with devotions.

The Reception Committee, the Rev. Gordon Klouw reporting, in-
troduces the Rev. Carl Reitsma, fraternal delegate of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, who addresses synod.

Rev, C. Terpstra responds for synod.

ARTICLE 82

The chairman welcomes the Mr. Elwin Woods, fraternal delegate of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in America.

(The synod discusses the report on “Women in Ecclesiastical Office.”
For the sake of good order all decisions on this subje¢t reached in this
eighteenth session have been incorporated into the minutes of the seven-
teenth (Wednesday afternoon) session.

Wm, P. Brink, Stated Clerk)

The evening session is concluded with prayer.
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THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 19, 1975
Nineteenth Ssssion

ARTICLE 83

The session is opened with devotions.

The roll is called. Elder W. R. Goris of Classis Wisconsin is present,
having returned from his aged mother’s funeral service.

A mailgram is received by the Interchurch Relations Committee
from the Rev. D, W. Treick, Stated Clerk of the Reformed Church in
the United States, expressing thanks for the invitation to send a delegate
to our synod, and regret at not being able to attend our sessions. The
church sends Christian greetings and prayers that God will bless our
deliberations.

A letter is received from the Rev. Duane E. Vander Brug, accepting
his appointment to the position of Personnel Secretary for the Christian
Reformed Board of Home Missions,

The president reads a letter from Dr. Eugene Rubingh, accepting
synod’s appointment as the Executive Secretary of the Christian Re-
formed Board of Foreign Missions.

ARTICLE 84
Advisory Committee 12, Financial Matters, Mr. A. Snope reporting,
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 12 is con-
tinued from Article 38.)

1. SussmibiEs For Our OFFICIAL PERIODIGALS
A. Material: Report 20-A
B. Recommendation—That synod mandate the Publications Gommit-

tee to study possible alternatives to a quota subsidy for “The Banner”
and “De Wachter” and report to the Synod of 1976. —Adopted

II. CoNsoLIDATION oF MINISTERS’ PENsioN Funp anNp CmApLAINS'
Derosit Funp Quotas
A. Material—Report 20-A
B. Recommendation—That synod mandate the Pension Fund Com-
mittee to study the feasibility of consolidating the Ministers’ Pension
Fund and the Chaplains® Deposit Fund and report to the Synod 0{! 1976.
—Adopted

ITI. MinNistErs’ PENsiON FunD

A. Materials:

1. Report 17

2. Overture 11

3. Overture 20

B. Recommendations:

1. That Mr. Jack W. Stoepker, Administrator and/or any members,
of the Pension Committee be accorded the privilege of the floor.

—Adopted

2. That synod approve (effective July 1, 1975) an increase to $4,400

annually (widows at 809 ) in the regular maximum pension benefits to
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ministers and that the Pension Fund actuarially amortize this added cost
over the given number of years until the 2% annual increase as written
in the basic plan passes this adjusted base (1990).

Ground:

In view of the unforeseen inflationary pressure of today, this proposal
is presented as an attempt to realistically, yet modestly, face the issues
mandated by Synod of 1974; and, therefore, constitutes our response to
this mandate. ' —Adopted

Rev. T. Vanden Bosch requested that his negative vote be recorded
in the minutes,

3. That synod approve an annual participant assessment of $1,000
for 1976 (up from $950 due to the increased pension benefit costs).
—Adopted
4. That synod approve the following technical changes in the Pension
Plan: Approval otP the deletion of (a) from the Plan’s part 5, 2. (A)
in order to comply with these benefit increases over our basic pension
for participants with less than 30 years of service. The corrected read-
ing: “ ... that if an amount computed under B (1) hereof is greater,
such amount shall be paid.” —Adopted

5. That synod declare that the above changes constitute our answer
to Overtures 11 and 20.. —Adopted

IV. UNorbaINED Emprovees’ PENsioN Funp

A. Materials: Report 21

B. Recommendations: :

1. Your committee requests that the chairman of the committee or
any member designated by the chairman be accorded the privilege of
the floor when the recommendations for action are considered by synod.

—Adopted

2. At the time of preparing this report, the committee believed that
the Unordained Employees’ Pension Plan is exempt from the new
Federal Pension Legislation provision until 1982, The regulations under
the exemption provisions of the Pension Legislation are not yet out
and the insurance carrier under the plan has some doubts as to our
exempt status, In any event, it is necessary to move toward compliance
with the requirements by 1982. One of those requirements is that par-
ticipation cannot be delayed beyond age 25 or one year of service, which-
ever is later, The present plan does not comply in that participation
is delayed until age 30.

The committee recommends that synod approve a progressive change
in the participation requirement to be in compliance on this point be-
fore 1982, as follows:

Effective Sept. 1, 1976, age of participation — 29;
Effective Sept. 1, 1977, age of participation — 28;
Effective Sept. 1, 1978, age of participation — 27;
Effective Sept. 1, 1979, age of participation — 26;
Effective Sept. 1, 1980, age of participation — 25.
—Adopted
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3. The new pension legislation prohibits our type of plan from ex-
cluding from participation any employees who have attained a specified
age. Our plan does exclude from participation any person who had
attained age 59 when hired or who had attained age 60 on the effective
date.

We, therefore, propose amending the plan to eliminate those two
age requirements, ~—Adopted

4. Your committee asks that synod authorize the chairman and the
secretary of the committee to execute a formal amendment to the Plan
and Insurance Contract providing for the changes recommended in
paragraphs 2 and 3, above. —Adopted

V. DENOMINATIONAL QUOTAS
A, Materials:
1. Reports of the respective agencies
2. Reviews of the financial statements of each agency
B. Recommendations:
1. That synod discuss all denominational quota requests before acting

on any one of them. —Adopted
2. That synod approve the following quotas for the year 1976:
Per Family Per Family for 1976

For 1975 Requested Recom. Increase Recom-

mended Amount mended

el Percentage

Back to God Hour ...... ....$ 18.00 $ 20.00 § 2000 $ 2.00 11.0%

Board of Publications ........ 8.50 6.50 200 44.0%
a. The Banner ........... 1.00
b. De Wachter ............... 50

¢. Unified Church
School Curriculum ...  3.00
Calvin College & Sem.*..... 31.80 34.00 34.00 220 6.9%

Seminary Addition®* .. . 1.00 1.00 1.00
Chaplain Committee .......... 1.00 1.00 1.00
Chapains’ Deposit Fund...... .50 .50 .50
Denominational Bldg. ....... 1.00 2.00 2.00 1.00 100.0%
Foreign Missions .............. 32.00 36.50 35.25 3.25 10.1%
Fund for Needy Churches.... 13.50 13.50 13.50
Home Missions .o.cocecoeeeee. 41.10 45.00 43.00 1.90 4.6%

Ministers' Pension Fund ... 22.75 24.50 24.50 1.75 7.6%
Spanish Literature
(Foreign Mission Board) .50 .50 .50
SCORR 1.40 1.40 1.40
Synodical Expense & Offices 4.05 5.00 5.00 95 23.5%

Total .o $173.10 $193.40 $188.15 $15.05 8.7%

*Allocated on an area basis ,

*¥*This request is projected for 5 years, subject to annual renewal by
synod

*#¥Recommendations approved by Synodical Interim Committee and
Advisory Committee 12, —Adopted (Seriatim)
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The Rev. J. Kits asks that his negative vote re the quota for the
Board of Publications be recorded.

3. That synod approve the following 1976 regional or area quotas
for Calvin College and Seminary, in agreement with the decision of
the Synod of 1962:

Area 1—comprises Classes Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids

South, Grand Rapids North, and Grandville......ccovevrecovecmrunnee. $51.00
Area 2-—comprises Classes Cadillac, Holland, Kalamazoo,

Lake Erie, Muskegon and Zeeland..........coimcnines 42,25
Area 3—comprises Classes Chicagoe North, Chicago South,

Florida, Illiana, and WiscOnSIN ... oo eeeeeeeeseeeeeeeee 38.25

Area 4—comprises Classes Minnesota North, Minnesota South,

Northcentral Iowa, Orange City, Pella

and SIOUX Center.... ..o eeesssceeereeemenne e 18.00
Area. 5—comprises Classes Hackensack and Hudson......ccccoeeeeeee 51.00
Area 6—comprises Classes Colurnbia, Pacific Northwest,

California South, Central California, and

Rocky MOUNEAIN oottt e ceememe e aennneane 33.25
Area 7—comprises Classes Alberta North, Alberta South,

British Columbia, Chatham, Eastern Canada,

Hamilton, Huron, Quinte, and Toronto..........ccoceoocecicreceeens 18.75

AVEIAZe oo .$34.00

Areas which benefit from a quota reduction should employ the monies
saved to finance their present area college (Acts of Synod, 1962, pages
54, 104, XXV). —Adopted

V1. CauseEs RECOMMENDED FOR FINANGIAL SUPPORT
A. DENOMINATIONAL NONQUOTA CAUSES:

REGULAR CAUSES RECOMMENDED FOR ONE OR MORE
OFFERINGS:
Armed Forces Fund of Home Missions Board
Back to God Hour for above-quota needs
Back to God Tract Committee
Committee for Educational Assistance to Churches Abroad
Foreign Missions for above-quota needs
Home Missions for above-quota needs
Minority Student Scholarship Fund
Supplemental Assistance Fund of Ministers’ Pension
Fund Committee ~—Adopted
BENEVOLENT CAUSE RECOMMENDED FOR ONE OR
MORE OFFERINGS:
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee. —Adopted
YOUTH CAUSES RECOMMENDED FOR ONE OR MORE
OFFERINGS: :
1. Calvinettes (division of United Calvinist Youth)
2. Calvinist Cadet Corps (division of United Calvinist Youth)
3. Young Calvinist Federation (division of United Calvinist Youth)
4. Young Calvinist Servicemen’s Ministry —Adopted

NS b N~
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B. NONDENOMINATIONAL CAUSES—(Recommended for finan~
cial support but not necessarily for one or more offerings—the number of
offerings, or any amount to be given to these causes, is a matter that each
council should decide)

BENEVOLENT CAUSES

Bethany Christian Services

Bethesda Hospital

Calvary Rehabilitation Center

Christian Health Care Center (formerly Chr. Sanatorium)

Christian School Employees Relief Fund (only when requested)

Elim Christian School

Luke Society .

Pine Rest Christian Hospital Association (includes Children’s
Retreat) —Adopted

EDUCATIONAL CAUSES

. Association for Advancement of Christian Scholarship

Canadian Christian Educational Foundation (NUCS)

. Christian Schools Educational Foundation (NUCS)

. Dordt College, Inc.

. National Union of Christian Schools

Reformed Bible College

Roseland Christian School

. Trinity Christian College

. Westminster Theological Seminary —Adopted

MISCELLANEQUS CAUSES

. American Calvinist Fellowship

. American Bible Society (U.S. churches only)

. ‘Canadian Bible Society (Canadian churches only)

. Canadian Home Bible League (Canadian churches only)
Christian Labour Association of Canada (Canadian churches only)
. ‘Christian Laymen’s League

. Faith, Prayer, and Tract League

. Gideons, International (for Bible distribution only)

. Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship

10. Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada (Canadian churches only)

11. Lord’s Day Alliance of U.S. (U.S. churches only)

12. TELL (The Evangelical Literature League)

13. World Home Bible League (U.S. churches only) —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 12 is continued in Article 87.)
The morning session is closed with prayer.

O NG U N NS U N

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19, 1975
Twenticth Session
ARTICLE 85

The Reception Committee, the Rev. Gordon Klouw reporting, in-
troduces Mr. Elwin Woods, Ruling Elder of the Reformed Presbyterian
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Church of America. He addresses synod. Dr. John Bratt of the Calvin
College faculty responds for synod.

The Rev. W. Buursma of Classis Kalamazoo is present as the al-
ternate for the Rev. J. Mulder. He expresses agreement with the Forms
of Unity.

ARTICLE 86
Advisory Committee 9, Denominational Services, the Rev. J. W, Post-
man reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Com-
mittee 9 is continued from Article 56.) A

SynobrcaL INTERIM COMMITTEE

A, Materials:

1. Report 20

2. Report 20-A

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod honor the request of the Synodical Interim Committee
that the Revs. O. Breen and A. Hoogstrate represent the commuittee.

: —Adopted

2. That synod note that the incorporation of the Christian Reformed
Church in North America has been certified by the State of Michigan
and that, in accordance with the decision of synod, application for group
exemption has been filed, and approved by the United States Internal
Revenue Service. —Adopted

3. That synod note that the transfer of title of the Denominational
Building from the Christian Reformed Board of Publications to the
Christian Reformed Church in North America became effective May
1, 1975. —Adopted

4. That synod urge all of our United States classes and congregations,
who have not yet done so, to comply with the rules of the Internal
Revenue Service by obtaining their own Federal Identification Number
and giving written authorization requesting their inclusion under our
denominational group exemption in accord with the rules of the United
States Department of Internal Revenue. —Addopted

5. That synod note that the refinancing of the debt on the denomina-
tional building addition has been completed, and First Mortgage Bonds
will probably be issued in June. —ddopted

6. REPORT RE REGIONAL CAUSES

That synod approve the report of the Synodical Interim Committee
as an answer to the mandate of the Synod of 1972 re regional causes
and adopt the conclusion of the report “that at the present time none
of the causes being placed upon the list as recommended causes ought
to be eliminated from consideration as being regional or local in char-
acter.” —Adopted

7. REPORT OF DFC RE MAILING PROCEDURES OF

DENOMINATIONAL AGENCIES

a. That synod acknowledge the need for a dignified program of mail
solicitation of funds for its agencies and causes as they pertain to king-
dom work, —Adopted
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b. That synod request our churches and their members to respond
wholeheartedly, and with unbiased consideration to the appeals of our
agencies via mail solicitation of funds with full confidence that such
appeals are not solicited with the thought of competing for the denomi-
national dollar, but rather from the ordinary and special needs of a
kingdom cause that cannot operate or survive without the full support
and confidence of all our churches and their members. —Adopted

c. That synod request the churches and their members to give first
and primary consideration to the mail solicitation of our denomina-
tional agencies. Further, synod observes that, as today constituted, our
combined agencies and causes, both denominational and accredited non-
denominational, cover a sufficiently wide spectrum of religious outreach,
evangelism, works of mercy, Christian education at all levels, and many
other worthy endeavors, to utilize every dollar available from our own
constituency, responsibly, fruitfully and profitably in God’s service,

—Adopted

d. That synod instruct our denominational agencies and request ac-
credited nondenominational causes to give thought and consideration
to mail solicitation of denominational dollars, bearing in mind that such
solicitations are supplementary to acquisition of funds already being re-
ceived via quota, church collections and other regular contributions. In
all events there should be good and frequent communication between
agencies so that good correlation is enjoyed by all in order to prevent
overlapping and undue mailings, © —Adopted

e. That synod hereby expresses gratitude to its agencies for their co-
operation in supplying necessary data for this review. —Adotred

f. That synod declare the above to be its answer to Overture 12,
Synod 1974. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 9 is continued in Article 102.)

ARTICLE 87
Advisory Committee 12, Financial Matters, Mr. A. Snope reporting, -
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 12 is con-
tinued from Article 84.)

1. SynopicarL INTERM CommMrrTEE—COORDINATION
A. Materials:

. Report 20—Section V

. Report 20—Recommendation 4

. Manual of Procedure and Operations of the CRC in North Amer-

ica, Coordinated Services

. Reports 20-A, 1-A, 3-A, and 4-A

Commurication 19

. Acts of Synod, 1971, p. 75, Art. G. “The Synodical Interim Com-
mittee shall be available for consultation with standing committees
and denominational agencies to secure program coordination of the
total denominational effort.”

7. Acts of Synod, 1971, p. 73, Diagram of Relationships

S Lhs W~
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B. Recommendations:

1. That synod honor the request of the advisory committee on Finan-
cial Matters that Mr. John Ebbers, sub-committee chairman, be desig-
nated reporter for this report. ~—Adopted

2. That synod instruct the SIC, boards, agencies and committees to
appoint representatives to review the Coordinated Services Manual of
Procedure and Operations and they be instructed to present a report
stating approval to a jointly conceived manual at Synod 1976.

Grounds:

a. The SIG decision to proceed with implementation of the Manual
without apparent sufficient input and approval from the boards, agen-
cies and commitiees is not in complete agreement with the mandate of
1971 (Acts of Synod 1971, p. 75, Art. G).

b. The coordination of Supportive Services should be effected accord-
ing to the diagram of relationships adopted by synod in 1971 (Acts of
Synod, 1971, p. 73). —Adopted

3. That synod note with appreciation the coordination efforts of the
Synodical Interim Committee and call the attention of all our boards,
agencies and committees to the necessity of coordinating our efforts for
both efficiency and economy, and encourage them to cooperate with
the program of Coordinated Services for teamwork in the business aspect
of our denominational effort. —Adopted

4, That synod declare this to be its answer to the coordinating con-
cerns in Reports 1-A, 3-A, and 4-A and Communication 19. —Adopted

Mr. A. Snope, reporter, continues the report of Advisory Committee
12,

11. Funp rFor NEeDY CHURCHES

A. Materials:

i. Report 12

2. Communication 21

B. Recommendations:

I. That one of the officers or other member of the committee (de-
pending upon who is on hand) be given the privilege of the floor in the
discussion of FNC matters. —Adopted

2. That the minimum salary for ministers serving churches which
receive assistance from FNC be set at $9500 for 1976. This involves
an increase of $1000.00 or 12%. —Adopted

3. That a child allowance of $400.00 be granted for every child up to
twenty-two (22) years of age, excluding those who have reached the age
of nineteen (19) years of age and who are no longer enrolled at an
educational institution. This is an increase of $100.00 per child or an
increase of 3315%. The committee believes that the continued rise in
the cost of living makes this increase in child allowance necessary.

—Adopted

4. That a $750.00 car allowance be given to each minister. This is an
increase of $250.00 or 50%. The continued rise in the cost of operating
an automobile makes this increase necessary. Synod instructs the local
churches to pay a minimum of $750.00 car allowance to its minister
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over and above the salary paid. Synod reminds the churches that this
responsibility for car allowance, as approved by synod, is an obligation
to its pastor, and the granting of the FNC allowance is dependent
upon its payment. —Adopted

5. That the per family contribution towards the minister’s salary in
congregations receiving aid from FNC in 1976 be not less than $135.00

in' both the United States and Canada. —Adopted
6. That the allowance for a Stated Supply be increased to $150.00 per
week for 1976, or a 20% increase. —Adopted

7. That synod remind the FNC of Synod’s 1974 decision (see Acts
1974, p. 52, recom. 6, quoted below) and report to the Synod of 1976.

“That synod instruct the FNC to make every attempt to comply with
GUIDELINES FOR MINISTERS’ SALARIES published in 1970 and
to take ‘into consideration current information available from the Sy-
nodical Interim Finance Committee as published in the annual Hand-
book for Christian Reformed Churches. —Aodpted

(The report of Advisory Committee 12 is continued in Article 114.)

ARTICLE 88
The Reception Committee through the Rev. G. Klouw presents to
synod the Rev. Sularso Sopater, fraternal delegate of the Javanese Chris-
tian Churches, who addresses synod and also reads an official letter of
greeting on behalf of his churches.

The Rev. R, Popma responds for synod.
The afternoon session is concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 19, 1975
Twenty-first Session
ARTICLE 89

The session is opened with devotions.

The Rev. L., Van Drunen, alternate for the Rev. J. De Vries, Classis
Grandville is present. He expresses agreement with the Forms of Unity.

The Rev. R. Noorman of Classis Holland is absent for the evening
session.

ARTICLE 90
The Rev. Gordon Klouw of the Reception Committee presents Chap-
lain H. Bode. He speaks briefly and presents Chaplain T. Vanden Bosch
(V.A.) and Chaplain A. Rienstra (Air Force).

The Rev. A. Hoksbergen responds for synod.

ARTICLE 91
Advisory Committee 8, Educational Matters, the Rev. E. Walhout
reporting, presents the following. (The report of Advisory Committee 8
is continued from Article 76.)

1. CANDIDATES MoviNG INTO PARSONAGE
A. Material: Overture 17
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B. Recommendation:

That synod adopt the overture of Classis Sioux Center to amend
the decision of Synod 1972 (cf. Art. 39, 1, B, 2, b: “that no candidate
move into the parsonage of the calling church before he has sustained
the classical examination”), by adding the following sentence, “When
this rule presents difficulties, consistories shall be permitted to seek the
concurrence of the Classical Interim Committee to allow for waiver of
the rule.”

Ground:
This will provide a properly regulated way to alleviate cases of hard-
ship which may arise under the existing rule. —Adopted

IT. ReTIREMENT oF Dr. HENrRY STOB

A. Material: Report 2-A

B. Recommendation:

That synod thank Dr. Henry Stob for his long and illustrious career
of teaching in our college and seminary, and confirm the action of the
Board of Trustees in conferring upon him the title of Professor of Moral
and Philosophical Theology, Emeritus. —Adopted

III. SynopicaL DepuTies oF CrassiEs NorTHCENTRAL Iowa, Orancge
Gty anD Sioux CENTER

A. Material: Communication 3

B. Recommendation:

That synod declare the statement “That the candidate should preach
a sermon on a text assigned by classis, in an official worship service
. . . etc.” means that classis itself, or those assigned to this task by classis,
shall assign the text for the candidate’s sermon.

Ground:
The language of the regulation reads “assigned by,” not “agreed to
by,” classis. —Adopted

IV. ExaMINATION oF CANDIDATES

A. Material: Report 35

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the Rev. John Van
Ryn, chairman of the study committee, and to the Rev. Harold Dekker,
member, when Report 35 is being considered. —Adopted

2. That synod declare that “since the examination for candidacy is to
determine one’s fitness to be considered eligible for a call by any of our
churches” (Report 35, Recommendation IV, Ground), the synod, as the
broadest assembly representative of all the churches, should be meaning-
fully involved in this examination.

Grounds:

a. The declaration of candidacy, which synod has never relinquished,
should be extended in some sense to the examination for candidacy to
make the declaration meaningful.

b. It is appropriate both theoretically and practically that the church
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and her future ministers be brought into contact with each other in more
than a merely formal way on this significant occasion.

c. Efforts to humanize the contact between synod and the candidates
apart from synod’s participation in the examination have not produced
satisfactory results. —Adopted

3. That synod request the Board of Trustees or its executive com-
mittee to study Report 35 and recommend a procedure whereby the synod
can be directly and meaningfully involved in the examination for and
the declaration of candidacy.

Grounds:

a, The Board of Trustees is a committee of synod.

b. The board possesses the experience necessary to make the most
fruitful recommendations.

¢. The board is aware of the desire for and the need of more direct

involvement by synod in this matter. —Adopted
4, The synod withhold action on Recommendations IT, III, V, VI,
and VII of Report 35. —Adopted

5. That synod declare that the rules governing the classical examina-
tion of candidates, adopted in 1972 (Acts of Synod 1972, pp. 44-46),
continue in effect with the following change:

In addition to the required sermon on an assigned text, the candidate
shall submit to each of the sermon critics of classis copies of two other
sermons which he has preached as a student, one based on a Scripture
text and the other on a Lord’s Day of the Heidelberg Catechism. The
combination of Scripture texts should include both the Old Testament
and the New Testament. These sermons shall not include those which
have been used in practice preaching, or for academic evaluation, in
the seminary.

Grounds:

a. The submission of additional sermons provides a better basis for
sermon evaluation at this examination which is decisive for the candi-
date’s ordination.

b. The inclusion of a sermon on the Heidelberg Catechism is consis-
tent with the requirement of the Church Order regarding catechism
preaching (Article 54, b). —Adopted

6. That synod discharge the study committee with thanks. —Addopted
(The report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued in Article 111.)

ARTICLE 92
Advisory Committee 4, Confessional Matters, the Rev. E. Bossenbroek
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 4
is continued from Article 59.)

NEw TRANSLATION oF THE HEELBERG CATECHISM
A. Materials:
1. Heidelberg Catechism Translation—Report 48
2. Proof Texts for Heidelberg Catechism, Report 51
3. Letter—The Rev. J. LaGrand, Communication 10
4. Revise Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 30, Overture 21
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5. Revise Format of Harmony for Heidelberg Catechism, Overture 15

6. Postpone adoption of Revised Heidelberg Catechism, Overture 28

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Dr. Fred Klooster
and Dr. Richard Wevers when dealing with the adoption of the pro-
posed translation, and to Dr. C. Kromminga and the Rev. M. Geleynse
when the Scripture references are on the floor for adoption. —Adopted

2. That synod continue to follow the same procedure in adopting the
new translation as it followed in 1965 when the new Church Order
was adopted, This is also réecommended by the study committee.

This means that, since members of synod had up to June 12 to hand
in to the advisory committee all suggestions for deletion, revisions, and
changes, “synod allow no new suggestions of this kind after the dead-
line except those pertaining to such matters as are treated in the over-
tures or such as are brought to the floor of synod by the advisory com-
mittee.”

Grounds:

a. Members of synod have had sufficient time and opportunity to
hand in suggestions.

b. The study comrmttee has done an excellent work of translation.

—Adopted

3. That synod adopt the new translation of the Heidelberg Catechism
as submitted to synod in the blue booklet entitled, the Heidelberg Cate-
chism, a New Translation, 1975, with the following changes:

a. That the answer to question 8 be changed in its wording to read
“unless we are born again” instead of “unless we are born a second
time.”

Grounds:

1) This wording is closer to the original German.

2) The RSV and other modern versions use the term “born again.”

3) This term is commonly used in the Christian community,

b. That the following paragraph be included in the preface of the
new translation when it is published and the appropriate footnotes be
added in the proper places.

“The Translation Committee, in keeping with instructions from the
Synod of 1972, has quoted biblical passages from the Revised Standard
Version. This has occasioned some problems since the biblical quota-
tions in the German edition derive from a text based on the developing
Textus Receptus in the sixteenth century which contains some additions
not found in the Greek text underlying the Revised Standard Version.
These additions are indicated in the text of the catechism with accom-
panying footnotes (cf. questions 4, 71, 77, 119).”

The footnotes will read as follows:

1) For answer to question 4: “Earlier and better manuscripts of Mat-
thew 22 omit the words: ‘and with all your strength.’ They are found in
Mark 12:30.”

2) For answer to question 71: “Earlier and better manuscripts of
Mark 16 omit the words, ‘He who is baptized . . . condemned’.”
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3) For answer to question 77: “Earlier and better manuscripts of
I Corinthians 11 omit the words, ‘Take, eat’.”

4) For answer to question 119: “Earlier and better manuscripts of
Matthew 6 omit the words, ‘For thine is . . ., Amen’.”

Grounds:

1) The translation was provisionally adopted in 1973.

2) The churches have had sufficient time to study and share their
findings with the committee.

3) The letters received by the translation committee were mostly fav-
orable, The few that asked for changes were carefully weighed by the
committee and led to some revisions.

4) The advisory committee, after reviewing the whole translation, is
satisfied that the translation committee has faithfully carried out the
mandate under which it labored. . —Adopted

4. That synod do not accede to the request of the Rev. James La
Grand that the first edition of the original German be strictly followed
and that question and answer 80, Lord’s Day 30 be entirely omitted,

Grounds:

a. The Synods of 1972 (1972 Acts, p. 29, Art. 24) and 1974 (Acts
1974, p. 101, Art. 82) did not require the translation committee to use
only the first edition.

b. Since no new evidence was presented this synod should abide by
the decisions of the Synods of 1972 and 1974.

c. The versions of the Heidelberg Catechism used by other Reformed
churches include question 80 with its answer. —Adopted

5. That synod approve the Scripture references as proposed by the study
committee to be used with the new translation (listed in the Heidelberg
Catechism, a New Translation, 1975).

Grounds:

a. The Scripture references were provisionally adopted by the Synod
of 1974 and were recommended to our churches for study.

b. No letter of criticism of the work of the committee was received
during the past year, nor did any suggested changes come from the dele-
gates of synod.

c. Your advisory committee, after reviewing the Scnpture references
and consulting with a member of the study committee, is convinced that
the proof text committee did good work. —Adopted

6. That synod adopt “The Harmony of the Confessions” as found on
pages 61-64 of the New Translation, 1975.

Grounds:

a. This harmony was provisionally adopted by the Synod of 1974
(Acts 1974, p. 65, 11 C 3).

b. No letter of criticism was received from the churches nor did any
member of synod express any concern.

c. Your advisory committee is satisfied that the study committee has
done good work. ‘ —Adopted
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7. That synod do not accede to Overture 15 of First Sheldon, Iowa
Christian Reformed Church to place the harmony as footnotes below
each Lord’s Day rather than retain it at the end of the Catechism.

Grounds:

a. The references to the confessions should not be placed in the same
category as the references to the Scriptures. We do not prove confession
with confession.

b. Further annotation within the text of the Catechism would make
the Catechism less readable, quite unattractive and cumbersome.

‘ —Adopted

8. That synod request the Heidelberg Catechism Translation Com-
nittee to prepare an appropriate preface to the new publication. This
preface should include the paragraph quoted in 3b, above. —Adopted

9. That synod instruct the Christian Reformed Board of Publications,
in consultation with the Translation Committee, to publish the new
translation with the Scripture references and the harmony of the con-
fessions, retaining the line spacing, indentation, distinctive type sizes as
found in the New Translation, 1975, and to print the Catechism in as
appealing a way as possible. ~—Adopted

10. That synod instruct the Christian Reformed Board of Publica-
tions to give wide publicity to the new translation, including the dis-
tribution of copies to our churches, missions, educational institutions,
other Reformed Churches, etc. This should be done in consultation with
the Synodical Interim Committee. —Adopted

11. That synod refer the matter of the use of the new translation and
its format in a compendium to the Committee of Education of the
Board of Publications. —Adopted

12. That synod declare its action of adopting the new translation to
be its answer to Overture 28. —Adopted

13. That synod thank the two study committees for their diligent
labors and discharge them upon completion of their work. —Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 104.)
The evening session is concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 29, 1975
Twenty-second Session

ARTICLE 93
The session is opened with devotions.

The roll is called. The Revs. J. Mulder of Classis Kalamazoo and Jay
De Vries of Classis Grandville are again present.

The minutes of Thursday, June 19, 1975 are read and approved.

ARTICLE 94
The president announces that the jnitial appointment of Dr. Eugene
Rubingh as Executive Secretary for the Christian Reformed Board of
Foreign Missions is for two years.
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ARTICLE 95
Advisory Committee 7, World Ministries, the Rev. J. Peterson re-
porting presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 7
1s continued from Article 64.)

I. CRWRC’s PLANNED PROGRAMMING FOR 1975

A. Materials:

1. Report 6

2. Report 6-A

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod approve the CRWRC’s projected foreign and domestic
programs for 1975 on fields earlier approved. —Adopted

2. That synod approve as permanent programs the work in the fol-
lowing:

a. Haiti, where CRWRGC will seek to develop and jmplement pro-
grams in agriculture, community development, nutrition, public health,
and literacy in this impoverished country.

Grounds:

1) Needs are acute and deeply entrenched.

2) There is a good potential for a deed ministry to complement the
word ministry of the Back to God Hour.

b. Appalachia, where CRWRC will seek to develop a long term out-
reach to minister to such need as providing responsible referral services,
family counseling, and self help, and to develop assistance programs in
nutrition, agriculture, and home improvement.

Grounds:

1) There is a demonstrated need for these services.

2) Our present staff worker has field tested such an approach with
a measure of assurance of effectiveness.

3) There is a real need for programs that include a scripturally moti-
vated concern for man’s needs.

c. Mississippi Delta Area, where the CRWRC will seek to minister
to mentally retarded children and conduct related family services.

Ground:

The need is not being fully met through local governmental and
church resources. —Adopted

3. That synod commend CRWRC’s work of mercy to our churches
and urge them to take offerings on a regular and sustaining basis to pro-
vide the necessary funds for this ministry. —Adopted

II. Luxe Socrery
A. Material: Report 29

B. Recommendation:
That synod declare its appreciation for the labors of the Luke Society
and assure the society of our continued prayerful interest in their work.
—Adopted
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II1. TeE EvanceLicAL LITERATURE Leacue (TELL)
A. Material: Report 31

B. Recommendation:

That synod take grateful note of the work of TELL and assure them
of our continued prayerful interest. —Adopted

IV. InTERRELATIONSHIPS OF CRBFM anp CRWRGC

A. Material: Report 3

B. Background:

The Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions has requested
synod to make Executive Committee Minute 344 (1972) the mode of
operation for the CRBFM and CRWRC in lands where both organi-
zations operate with continuing programs.

ECM 344 reads as follows:

“A. Field Conference:

1. It shall be the policy of both boards that there be one Christian
Reformed Church conference on any given field.

2. In any field where both the CRBFM and the CRWRGC munister,
the conference shall be under the administration of the Board of
Foreign Missions.

Grounds:

a. This policy is consistent with all synodical decisions and pronounce-
ments relative to permanent relief activities.

b. This is consistent with the CRWRGC constitution, V, A, 2,

c. All CRWRC and CRBFM appointees shall be given membership
in the field conference subject to the accepted rules of the given confer-
ence.

“B. Field Personnel

1. The recruitment of personnel for permanent relief activity is the
responsibility of the CRWRC which makes the appointment and is re-
sponsible for support of such personnel, with the concurrence of the
CRBFM. This recruitment shall be for positions requested by the field
conference and approved by both ‘boards.

2. All CRBFM and CRWRC appointees shall be provided orientation
by their respective boards as well as by the sister board, if requested,
as to field policy, organization, and program.

3. All program proposals and budget matters relating to both the
CRBFM and the CRWRC shall be processed through the field con-
ference and then submitted for approval by both boards.

4. Field personnel working in the context of a conference’s relief min-
istry shall send a copy of their reports to both boards.

5. Logistical matters, such as salary, housing, transportation, furlough
and deputation services shall be the responsibility of the respective
boards, in consultation with each other so as to achieve a uniform or
mutually acceptable policy.”

ECM 344 was occasioned by the difficulties that at times have ap-
peared where the lines of authority and separation of function were not
clear to all concerned and the effectiveness of both programs was possibly
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hindered to some degree. ECM 344 was submitted for review to
CRWRC, who in turn drew up a proposed revision of it. Fhe attempts
to arrive at a mutually acceptable mode of operation have not been suc-
cessful. The CRWRC finds some difficulty in accepting the statements
in ECM 344 that appear to place the CRWRGC, at least on the fields,
under a measure of control by the CRBFM,

In the light of interviews with representatives of both agencies your
committee deems it wise not to accede to the request of the CRBFM,
since cooperation of both agencies has been good, except for a few oc-
casions of difficulty in limited areas. Spokesmen for both agencies feel
that there is a readiness to cooperate in combined efforts on the fields
without a spelled out policy till the completion and implementation of
the proposed study (cf. Art. 64, III).

C. Recommendations: i

1. That synod not accede to the request of CRBFM that synod recog-
nize Executive Committee Minute 344 as the modus operandi for the
interrelationship of the CRBFM and CRWRC.

Ground:

A unified and cooperative effort, so indispensable to the welfare of
the emerging national churches, is not served by a statement of policy
that fails to enable the two groups to work comfortably together.

—Adopted

2. That during the interim in which the projected study takes place
(that will seek to define interrelationships of our various agencies re-
lated to missions), the synod urge the CRBFM and CRWRC to coop-
erate in the best fraternal spirit in the execution of their distinct but
joint efforts in lands where both agencies are working.

Grounds:

a. The constitution of the CRWRQC can serve as an adequate frame-
work for cooperation until the contemplated study of theological prin-
ciples and strategy is completed and implemented.

b. Our trust placed in the CRBFM and CRWRC leads us to assume
that they will cooperate in a proper biblical Christian spirit for the sake
of the word and deed ministry of Christ’s church. —Adopted

V. RESETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES
A. Material:
Verbal plea of the Rev. Henry Dykema, missionary to Guam

B. Comment:

Although this matter has not come to synod through the normal
channels, your committee believes that it is the mind of synod to act
on the suggestion of the Rev. Mr. Dykema that our classes and con-
gregations be urged to consider this matter at this synod, while the need
is current and urgent,

C. Recommendation:
That synod encourage our churches and classes to become actively
involved in the sponsorship and resettlement of Vietnamese refugees.
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Grounds:

a. This action of our synod can constitute an expression of the com-
passionate love of Christ through his church,

b. We have been advised that there have not been nearly enough
sponsorships to keep up with the need. —Adopted

VI. MisstoN OrbEr REvVISION

A. Material: Report 3

B. Background:

The Board of Foreign Missions presented to synod in 1974 a revision
of the Mission Order. However, the board asked synod at that time
to defer action on it since one of the mission fields asked specifically
that there be a delay in the interest of further consideration of several’
items. Synod concurred and the board did subsequently enter into con-
sideration of these items. Now once again the board has presented the
revised order, asking synod to approve it.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod decline to adopt the revised mission order at this time
and that instead it be recommended to the churches, agencies, and or-
ganizations of the churches for study for one year.

Grounds:

a, The time for careful study has been too brief for an informed opin-
ion by the delegates and by~ mdw1duals and groups that will be affected
by the new regulations.

b. The advisory committee has received critical comments relative to
certain words, phrases, and paragraphs in the’ proposed order.

—Adopted
2. That synod requests CRBFM to receive reactions and recommenda-
tions in regard to the proposed mission order. —Adopted

3. That synod ask consistories, agencies, organizations, and individuals
to send their reactions and recommendations to CRBFM by November
15, 1975, with a view to the revised mission order being presented to
the synod of 1976 for final approval. —Adopted

VII. AGREEMENT WITH THE EVANGELICAL REFORMED CHURCH OF
Brazin

A. Material: Report 3

B. Summary: ,

At the beginning of 1975, the Rev. Simon Wolfert left the work of
our board in order to accept the call extended by the Evangelical Re-
formed Church of Castrolanda, Brazil, a denomination composed largely
of people of Dutch descent who have settled in that area. This group
was at one time served by the Rev, and Mrs. William Muller. Now
that once again one of our Christian Reformed ministers is serving on
loan to the ERC of Brazil, there arises the possibility of closer ties with
this church in evangelistic outreach.

The Synod of 1974, having learned of the desire of the ERC of Brazil,
decided to meet the request by means of arrangements used earlier in
similar cases. Subsequently, our Latin American secretary visited the
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ERC congregations. In conjunction with the leadership of the Brazil
group and with the approval of the CRBFM the following statement
was drawn up and is now presented for synodical approval.

AGREEMENT WITH THE EVANGELICAL REFORMED
CHURCH OF BRAZIL

Drawn up in Castrolanda, Parana, Brazil
August 23, 1974

1. Financial Arrangements

All financial liabilities will be borne by the Evangelical Reformed
Church in line with their official letter requesting pastors, received
by the Stated Clerk of the Christian Reformed Church on March
15, 1974. Precise details will be worked out between the calling
consistory and the Latin America Secretary.

2. Ecclesiastical Arrangements:

a. The Christian Reformed Church minister shall receive an official
call from a church of the Evangelical Reformed Church and shall
be installed in Brazil as a pastor of that church.

b. The ministerial credentials of a Christian Reformed Church min-
ister going to Brazil shall remain in the Christian Reformed
Church, where his status will be that of a minister on leave of
absence and loaned to the Evangelical Reformed Church.

c. The letter of call from the church in Brazil will indicate that the
call is extended for a period of three to four years, after which
time the minister will return to North America, or if he and the
Brazilian church so desire, shall return to Brazil after furlough for
an additional period of service. At the time when his service in
Brazil terminates, he shall be declared eligible for call and recom-
mended to the churches by the consistory of the church which
holds his ministerial credentials.

d. In case of delinquency in doctrine or life, the minister can be sus-
pended from office by the church which he serves in Brazil, with
due regard to the provisions of the Church Order of the Evan-
gelica] Reformed Church.

e. In case of the suspension of the minister, the Evangelical Reformed
Church shall consider the feasibility of his retum to North Ameri-
ca in order that his case may be adjudicated by the proper ecclesi-
astical bodies of the Christian Reformed Church.

C. Recommendation:

That synod approve the “Agreement with the Evangelical Reformed
Church of Brazil.”

Grounds: :

a. The Synod of 1974 authorized the Board of Foreign Missions to
make such an agreement.

b. The relationship of the minister to both the church retaining his
ministerial credentials and the church calling him though exceptional in
character appears to be a feasible arrangement, —Adopted
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VII. CRWRC’s CAPOK anp Horr's CHILDREN’S SERVICES

A. Materials: ‘ ‘

1. Report 6

2. Overture 22

3. Overture 23

4. CRWRC'’s reply to Overture 22

B. Recommendations: '

1. That synod not accede to the request of First Kitchener, Ontario
CRC and that synod acknowledge that the agreement of CRWRC with
Holt is an accomplished fact.

Grounds:

a. The evidence bears out that CRWRC has sought to indigenize
CAPOK without being successful.

b. The government’s 10% ruling would indeed place CAPOK and
. Holt, two Christian agencies, in direct competition. —Adopted

2. That synod regretfully acknowledge that CAPOK is being relin-
quished without any real connection with the indigenous church of
Korea.

Ground:
CRWRC acknowledges the ideal of indigenization as sound principle
and one of its highest priority goals. —Adopted

3. That synod, recognizing that CRWRC is the agent of synod to
conduct the work of world-wide Christian benevolence in behalf of the
churches, instruct CRWRC to inform synod by means of its annual
report and the churches by its newsletter of planned major changes
in its operation on any one of its fields and particularly in a redirection
of funds. —Adopted

4. That synod acknowledge with gratitude the services of all those
who have labored unselfishly and faithfully for the sake of Korean or-

phans in the CAPOK ministry, ‘ —Adopted

5. That synod declare that the above recommendations constitute its

answer to Overtures 22 and 23. —Adopted
ARTICLE 96

Advisory Committee 5, Radio and Publications Ministries, the Rev. C.
Bolt reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Com-
mittee 5 is continued from Article 57.)

Foop For STARVING PEOPLE

A. Material: Overture 12

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod not accede to Overture 12 of Classis California South.

Grounds:

a. The proposal of direct food relief raises complex questions of
strategy with which CRWRC is struggling on a continuing basis.

b. The CRWRC is in fact placing before the churches the serious
concerns of the world food situation and presenting opportunities for
meaningful contributions to alleviate human suffering (cf. Report 6,
11, C). —Adopted
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2. That synod urge the CRWRC to give particular attention to pro-
viding the churches information and guidance regarding appropriate
Christian responses to the world food situation.

Ground:

There is a continuing need for such guidance in view of the large
number of solicitations regarding world hunger addressed to Christian
people, the political dimensions of direct food supply, and the long-term
nature of the world food problem, which requires long-term solutions

in addition to immediate assistance, —Adopted

3. That synod instruct CRWRC that funds donated to provide food

to the world’s hungry be used for the purpose given. —Adopted
ARTICLE 97

The president presents Dr. Anthony Diekema. He speaks to the as-
sembly accepting synod’s nomination to the presidency of Calvin College,
and introduces Mrs. Diekemta.

ARTICLE 98

Advisory Committee 2, Appeals II, the Rev. T. Brouwer reporting
for the majority, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Com-
mittee 2 is continued from Article 74.)

I. APPOINTMENT OF A NEw Stupy CoMmrrTEE oN LODGE AND CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP

A. Material: Overture 5 (Classis Lake Erie)
B. Background:

Classis Lake Erie registers its difficulty and disappointment with the
decisions of Synod 1974 relating to lodge membership. Classis Lake
Erie’s problem concerns the lodge member who, though a formal mem-
ber of the lodge, yet says he is not and has never been committed to the
teachings and religious positions of the lodge. The classis desires from
synod a demonstration of exactly how the formal lodge member is ne-
cessarily comunitted to the false teaching of the lodge even if and when
his own testimony is strongly to the contrary. Hence the classis re-
quests the appointment of a study committee to continue its study of
lodge membership with regard to this and relating matters.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod not accede to the request of Lake Erie for the appoint-
ment of a committee to continue to study the lodge matter.

Grounds:

a. Synod has recently completed an intensive five-year study of the
lodge matter.

b. The specific problem to which synod’s attention is now called does
not require further comprehensive study but rather a judgment.

—Defeated

Synod now grants the floor to the Rev. A. Van Eek who, presents

the following for the minority of Advisory Committee 2: ‘
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I1. AproinT A NEw Stupy CommirTEE oN Lopee anp CHURCH
MEMEBERSHIP

A. Materials:

. Overture 5, Classis Lake Erie: Meaning of lodge oath.

. Overture 29 Classis Grandville: Omit cartoon illustrations.

. Report 45.

. Report 37, Acts of Synod 1974, pp. 504-567.

Overture 32, Acts 1974, Art. 65, pp. 58-60.

Appeal 5, Tri-Cities (Kennew1ck) vs, Classis Columbia: Admission
of member of Elks Lodge.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod accede to the request of Classis Lake Erie and appoint
a new study committee to research the content, confessional character
and function of the oath in the relationship of lodge members to their
oath bound societies.

Grounds: \

a. Reports 37 (1974) and 45 (1975) do not address themselves suf-
ficiently to this question.

b. The answer to this question is crucial in the evaluation of the ex-
pressed desire of lodge members to become members in our churches.

¢. Reports 37 (1974) and 45 (1975) argue from the religious pre-
tentiousness of some lodge literature and practice to the religious char-
acter of the member’s commitment. This is contestable reasoning that
needs demonstration.

d. The church must guard the integrity of its God-given gospel of
reconciliation, and witness to it by speaking truth about the inquirer.

—ddopted

2. That synod withhold action on Report 45, refer it to the new study
committee above referred to for inclusion in its findings, and for report-
ing in 1977.

Grounds:

a. Report 45 assumes what needs demonstration “Concerning the con-
text, confessional character and function of the oath in the relationship
of lodge members to their oath bound societies” referred to in recom-
mendation 1 above.

b. Conclusions of Report 45 almost excluswely draw on the teachings
of one lodge but ¢laim to speak also to the practices of many lodges.

O‘bP‘-Pbar\)H

—Adopted
3. That synod refer Overture 29 re cartoon illustrations to the study
committee. —Adopted

4. That synod ask Classis Columbia and Tri-Cities (Kennewick) CRC
to stay their respective actions pending action of synod on report of
study committee above. —Adopted

ARTICLE 99
The president expresses thanks and appreciation to the persons who
helped in making synod operate with efficiency: Mr. Lester Ippel, Mr.
George Kamp, Mrs. Carol Smith, Mrs. Mary Braat, and Miss Laurel
Baker. '
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A word of thanks is directed to the Reception Committee, Obituary
Commuttee, Devotions arrangements, reporters, chairmen of advisory
committees, 1st and 2nd Clerks, the Stated Clerk, and the Denomina-
tional Financial Coordinator.

The session is concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20, 1975
Twenty-third Session

ARTICLE 100
The session begins with prayer.
The Rev. L. VanderZee of Classis Hackensack replaces the Rev. A.
Rienstra.

ARTICLE 101
Advisory Committee 6, Domestic Missions, the Rev. C. Steenstra re-
porting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 6 is
continued from Article 65.)

SUPERVISION OF GUESTs AT THE Lorp’s Supprr

A. Materials:

. Report 37 (Majority and Minority)
. Overture 26 (Classis Wisconsin).

. Overture 31 (Classis Hamilton).
Communication 17.
Communication 18.
Communication 25,

. Observations:
great deal of valuable insight and helpful material is brought for-
ward in Report 37. The advisory committee wishes to note the following:

1. All of our churches are in favor of some form of supervision of
guests at the Lord’s Supper.

2. There is no one method of supervision that is used by consistories
of Christian Reformed Churches.

3. A large percentage of consistories are satisfied with the methods
they are using.

4. The nature of the church, the unity of the church, the place of
elders in the church, and the variety of guests are legitimate concerns
in the supervision of guests at the Lord’s Supper.

The majority report observes that ‘“‘the complexity of the church in
our modern age, complicated by a vagueness of our conception of that
church, lies at the very root of all our problems.” It suggests in its
recommendations that concern for the tangible and visible unity of the
church is the chief and perhaps only condition for participation in the
Supper. We question whether there are not other significant and prior
concerns such as repentance of sins and profession of faith in Christ.

It also appears to us that the use of the recommended guidelines as
to the variety of guests (ascertaining their identity and category and
counseling them in accordance with their identity) would be too cum-

R N
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bersome to implement even in ideal circumstances. We therefore, ques-
tion whether such guidelines would be practical and workable, and
would make for an adequate method of supervision of guests at the
Lord’s Supper.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod adopt the following guidelines re the supervision of
guests at the Lord’s Supper:

a. It is the responsibility of the consistory to identify guests in order
to supervise properly the Lord’s Supper.

b. It is the responsibility of the consistory to inform guests as to the
requirements for participation in the Lord’s Supper and as to the conse-
quence of partaking in an unworthy manner (I Corinthians 11:27-29).

c. It is the responsibility of the consistory to invite guests “who are
truly sorry for their sins, who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus as their
Savior, and who desire to live in obedience to him,” to come to Lord’s
Supper (Form 3; Heid. Cat., L.D. 30, Q. & A. 81).

Grounds:

1) These guidelines safeguard the integrity of the church.

2) These guidelines address themselves to the relationship of the guest
to Christ.

3) These guidelines preserve the sanctity of the table. —Adopted

2. That synod declare that the choice of method and administration
of supervision be determined by the consistory since the Church Order

does not speak directly to this issue. —Adopted
3. That synod declare that this constitutes its answer to Overtures
26 and 31 and to Communications 17, 18 and 25. —Adopted

ARTICLE 102
Advisory Committee 9, Denominational Services, the Rev. J. Postman
reporter, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 9
is continued from Article 86.)

DELEGATION oF DEACONS TO MAJOR ASSEMBLIES
A. Material: Overture 4.

B. Recommendation: That synod refer Overture 4 back to Classis
Muskegon for further study and reflection and suggests that classis ad-
dress itself especially to the recurring reservations which previous synods
have expressed to the practice of delegating deacons to major assemblies.

Grounds: :

1. The historical material, directives and synodical decisions regard-
ing this matter are so extensive they cannot be thoroughly assessed by
an advisory committee of synod at this time,

2. The overture has not addressed itself sufficiently to the matter of
the function of deacons.

3. The overture has not addressed itself to the matter of the preser-
vation of the distinctiveness of the offices.

4. Classis has not demonstrated that the full expression of the deac-
onal function calls for delegation to major assemblies.
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5. Classis has not addressed itself to the problems the proposed
change in Articles 40, a and 45 of the Church Order would create in
the composition of major assemblies. - —ddopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 9 is continued in Article 112.)

ARTICLE 103
Advisory Committee 3, Church Order, Dr. E. Roels reportmg, presents

the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 3 is continued from
Article 79.)

GoMMITTEE ON MARRIAGE GUIDELINES

A. Material: Report 38.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod recognize the Revs. George Gritter and William Vander
Haak as representatives of the study committee and that they be given
the privilege of the floor when this report is under consideration. ‘

—Adopted

2. That synod refer this report and its conclusions to the churches for
study for one year.

Grounds:

a. The material covered in this report is of such importance that it
demands study and consideration by the entire denomination,

b. The final report is bound to profit from the reaction of the
churches. —Addopted

3. That synod continue the study committee for one year to receive
reactions from the churches and submit a final report to the Synod of

1976. —Adopted
4. That synod instruct the churches to submit their reactions to the
study committee by the end of 1975. - —ddopted

ARTICLE 104
Advisory Committee 4, Confessional Matters, the Rev. E. Bossenbroek
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 4
is continued from Article 92.)

I. New CONFESSION

A. Material: Report 42.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod give the privilege of the floor to two members of the
study committee: Dr. L. Oostendorp, its chairman and Dr. J. Krom-
minga. —ddopted

2. That synod acquire a new translation of the Canons of Dort for
use in the churches.

Grounds:

2. Our use of this confession as a doctrinal standard requires accuracy
in translation; our present translation is innacurate at some points.

b. If our members are to use the Canons a more readable translation
is needed. - —Adopted
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3. That synod instruct the New Confession Committee to provide
synod with a new translation of the complete text of the Ganons, mak-
ing use of the translation made by Dr. A. Hoekema, and of the services
of English and Latin experts as needed.

Ground: The Hoekema translation makes a promising beginning that
requires closer scrutiny. —Adopted

4. That synod invite churches and individuals who have suggestions or
experiences with regard to using new methods of communication in con-
fessing the faith (e.g. by advertising, radio, TV, music, etc.) to submit
these to the committee:

Grounds:

a. This will help the committee to know what is already being done
or considered in various parts of the church.

b. This will provide an avenue for sharing these insights and exper-
iences with the whole church. —Adopted

II. Dr. Harry BoEr REQUEST RE REPROBATION
A. Materials:
1. Communication 4.
2. Communication 14.

B. Recommendations:
1. That synod declare that Dr. Boer has raised a legitimate concern
"to which the church should address herself. Dr. Boer has asked synod
to inform him what “the expréss testimony of Scripture” is for the teach-
ings of I, 6 and I, 15 of the Canons of Dort as contained in his letter to
synod, Communication 4, paragraph VI, as follows:
“That some receive the gift of faith from God and others do not
receive it, proceeds from God’s eternal decree” (Canons of Dort, I,
6).

19

. . not all, but some only, are elected, while others are passed by
in the eternal decree; whom God out of his sovereign, most just,
irreprehensible and unchangeable good pleasure, has decreed to
leave in the common misery into which they have wilfully plunged
themselves, and not to bestow upon them saving faith and the grace
of conversion .. .” (Ibid, I, 15). | —Adopted

2. That synod appoint a committee to advise the synod of 1976 on:
a. The status of communications like that of Dr, Harry Boer which
purport to be neither appeals nor gravamina.

b. The proper method for synod to deal with them. —Adopted
3. That synod postpone its further answer to Dr. Boer until it has
received the report of this committee. —Adopted

4. That the commitiee be composed of: The President of Synod of
1975, the Stated Clerk, and the President of Calvin Seminary.
—Adopted

NOTE The undersigned protests the action of synod in deciding to
“appoint a committee to advise Synod of 1976 on:
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a. The status of communications like that of Dr. Harry Boer which
purport to be neither appeals nor gravamina.

b. The proper method for synod to deal with them.”

Ground for my protest: The above recommendation presented by the
advisory committee (Committee 4 on Confessional Matters) was a new
matter brought to the floor and did not originate either with consistory,
classis or a standing or study committtee of the synod.

Respectfully submitted,
Charles Terpstra

(The report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 106.)

ARTICLE 105
The Rev. W. Vanden Bosch, alternate for Classis Cadillac, is present
for the Rev. G. Heyboer.

ARTICLE 106 ’
Advisory Committee 4, Confessional Matters, the Rev. E. Bossenbroek
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 4
is continued from Article 104.)

I. HemrLsere CaTeEcHIsM Revision—Lorp’s Day 30, QuesTion 80
A. Material: Overture 21.

B. Recommendaiions:

1. That synod refer Overture 21 to the churches for study and reflec-
tion for one year, with the understanding that the concern as to the
place and formulation of Question and Answer 80 in the Catechism is
not limited to the precise request of the overture.

Ground: This is a matter that has engaged the interest and concern
of many in the church for many years. —Adopted

2. That synod request its New Confession Committee to serve the
church in this matter under the following mandate:

a. Receive and evaluate responses from the churches. Such responses
are to be received no later than January 1, 1976.

b. Study the question of the relevance of Question and Answer 80 in
the light of recent developments in Roman Catholic theology and prac-
tice.

c. Serve the Synod of 1976 with advice formulated in the light of re-
sponses received and in the light of the current situation in the Roman
Catholic Church. —Adopted

II. HemwreLBERG CATECHISM
A. Material: Report 48.

B. Background:

1. In using the RSV for biblical quotations in the Heidelberg Cate-
chism, the Translation Committee in three cases added material which
was not in the RSV but in the German edition. These additions were
not indicated in the committee’s translation, The synod approved on
Thursday evening (June 19) the addition of footnotes to Questions 4,
71, and 119 to indicate this difference in texts.
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2. In the case of the biblical quotation in the answer of Question 77,
the RSV text was simply quoted, overlooking the addition of the words,
“Take, eat,” and “broken” in the German text of the Catechism.

C. Recommendations:
1. That synod add the following footnote to Question 77:
“The German text of the Catechism reads: ‘Take, eat, this is my
body which is broken for you,’ as do the later and inferior manu-
scripts of I Corinthians 11.” —Adopted
2. That synod thank the seminary adviser of the advisory committee
of Synod 1975 for preserving and maintaining the biblical texts in the
Heidelberg Catechism in the most responsible and honest way.
—Adogpted

~ARTICLE 107
Advisory Committee 1, Appeals I, the Rev, J. Joosse reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Gommittee 1 is continued
from Article 73.)

DisTrRIBUTION OF WEALTH AND POWER
A. Material: Overture 6.

B. Recommendations: -

1. That synod not accede to the overture of Classis Lake Erie to ap-
point a committee to study the problems associated with the inequitable
distribution of wealth and power.

Ground: Classis Lake Erie has not demonstrated that a task of this
scope and magnitude belongs to the instituted church rather than to
concerned groups of Christians functioning within the kingdom. (cf.

Church Order. Art. 27 and 28.) —Adopted
2. That synod take note that Classis Lake Erie has alerted the church
to an extremely critical problem in great detail. —Adopted

3. That synod remind the consistories that it is their duty to insist
upon the proclamation of the full gospel of God’s sovereign grace, in-
cluding its judging and healing power in relation to the serious problems
raised by Classis Lake Erie. —dAdopted

4. That synod call the entire membership of the Christian Reformed
Church to thorough and vigorous study of the problems associated with
the inequitable distribution of wealth and power in their political, eco-
nomic, ecclesiastical and interpersonal actions and to renewed obedience
to the Lord. —Adopted

5. That synod urge all groups (such as the Committee for Justice and
Liberty, the Conference on Christianity and Politics, the National As-
sociation for Christian Political Action, the Christian Labor Associations
of Canada and the United States, the Department of Philosophical and
Moral Theology of Calvin Seminary) presently concerned with a Chris-
tian solution to the problems mentioned in the overture of Classis Lake
Erie to pursue these concerns, to articulate biblical answers and to make
available their findings to the Christian community through articles,
books and other means, —Adopted
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6. That Classis Lake Erie be encouraged to arrange for and convene

a conference for the purpose of communally developing a course of
action which includes planning, research, articulation and publication.
—Adopted

(The report of Advisory Committee 1 is continued in Article 110.)
The afternoon session is closed with prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 20, 1975
Twenty-fourth Session

ARTICLE 108
The session is opened with devotions.

The Rev. L. VanDrunen, Classis Grandville, is present for the Rev.
J. DeVries.

The Rev. W. Buursma, Classis Kalamazoo, is present for the Rev. J.
Mulder.

ARTICLE 109
The Obituary Committee reports as follows:

Seven Christian Reformed ministers have passed away since the meet-
ings of Synod 1974, We pause in our deliberations briefly to recall their
names and their ministries. among us. We are grateful for the service to
the church rendered by these brothers. Five of them were granted many
years with us; we were, however, reminded of how tentative life is when
within three weeks in April two ministers in their early forties were taken
away from us.

The ministers who died between Synod 1974 and Synod 1975 are:

1. Rev. John J. Hiemenga (1877-1974)
A native of Friesland, John Hiemenga immigrated to the United States with
his parents at the age of twelve. Between 1905 and 1947 he occupied six pas-
torates in Michigan, New York, New Jersey, and Indiana. From 1919 to 1925
he was the president of Calvin College — the first it had as a four-year col-
lege. He died on December 23, 1974.

2. Rev. Nicholas Beute (1903-1975)
Born into a parsonage in Jenison, Michigan, Nicholas Beute was ordained into
the ministry at Sullivan, Michigan in 1931. During thirty-seven years in the
ministry, he also was pastor in Rusk and North Blendon, Michigan; Inwood,
Towa; and Lacombe, Alberta. After his emeritation in 1968, he spent some
years as assistant to the pastor of the Baldwin Christian Reformed Church in
Jenison. He passed away on January 21, 1975,

3. Rev. Richard Veldman (1889-1975)
At the age of fifteen, Richard Veldman with his family left Groningen, the
Netherlands, for Chicago, Illinois. A 1914 graduate of Calvin Seminary, Rev.
Veldman attended Princeton Seminary and the University of Chicago as well.
He was ordained in 1918, and served four pastorates in Michigan, in New Jer-
sey, and South Dakota, during forty years of active ministry. His death in
 Volga, South Dakota, on February 26, 1975, ended sixteen years of retirement.

4. Rev. John H. Draisma (1934-1975)
At the time of his death, John Draisma was serving his third charge in an
ordained ministry that began in 1959 at Parkersburg, Iowa. Later he served
in Des Plaines, Illinois, before moving to the Holland Heights Christian Re-
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formed Church in Holland, Michigan, in 1968. His service there was ended
by his fatal heart attack while returning from vacation on April 5, 1975.

5. Rev. Marvin Vugteveen (1934-1975)
A missionary who had served four terms in Puerto Rico, Marvin Vugteveen
had been declared eligible for a call this spring, due to the assumption of his
charge in Bayamon by a national pastor. His entire ministerial career was
spent in this mission field, and it was there that he suffered a fatal heart
attack on April 25, 1975.

6. Rev. John J. Holwerda (1897-1975)
John J. Holwerda passed away following major surgery on May 3, 1975, in
Bellflower, California. He had been emeritus since 1961. In 1925 he was
called to his first charge in Highland, Michigan; thereafter he served congre-
gations in Randolph, Wisconsin; Newton New Jersey; and Port Alberni,
British Columbia.

7. Rev. David Grasman (1896-1975)
Emeritus since 1962, David Grasman had served pnor to that in Imlay City,
Michigan—his first charge where he began in 1934—Hamilton and Picton,
Ontario; Hoboken, New Jersey; and Newton, Iowa. In 1954 he became chap-
lain at the Christian Seaman’s Home in Hoboken, New Jersey. His death
was on May 22, 1975.

Your Obituary Committee recommends the following:

1. That synod express its sympathy to all those bereaved by the death
of these ministers, commending them to the Lord for comfort, sending
an official expression of condolence to the families, and making this
resolution of sympathy a part of the synodical records. —Adopted

2. That synod take note of the death of three members of the faculty
of Calvin College—Professor Albert Muyskens, Dr. Henry Van Zyl, and
Dr. Harmon Hook—and express its condolence to the families involved.

—Adopted

3. That synod express in prayer its gratitude to God for the years
of faithful service to his kingdom and to the Christian Reformed Church
given by these men. —Adopted

4. That synod rise to sing No. 442:1, 2, 4, 6, to acknowledge the
present joy of these departed saints and anticipate the final triumph of
the whole church at the coming of God’s kingdom. —Adopted

ARTICLE 110
Advisory Committee 1, Appeals I, the Rev. J. Joosse reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 1 is continued
from Article 107.)

APPEAL OF MR. ALBERT BosSCHER

A. Materials:

1. Personal Appeal 4 of Mr. Albert Bosscher dated March 13, 1975.

2. Cover letter of Mr. Albert Bosscher, dated March 15, 1975.

3. Re-submitted protest of Mr. Albert Bosscher, dated ]une 6, 1973,

B. Background:

Mr. Albert Bosscher directed an extensive communication which he
calls an “overture and protest” to synod and which he concludes as fol-
lows: “ . . I petition synod to re-establish the proper order in the
church in accordance with the Church Order, and to nullify the deci-
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sions of 1974 in these matters.” The objectionable materials referred to
are “. . . the letter from Synod 1974 to Second Toronto, and the de-
cision of Synod 1974 concerning the Association of Christian Reformed
Laymen, Acts of Synod 1974, p. 94-95, 127.”

The brother alleges that through these actions synod of last year:
“Instructs our consistories to deal with certain nameless members of the
church; admonishes the congregation and consistory of Second Toronto;
intervenes directly . . . in the affairs of Second Toronto; takes matters
of discipline out of the hands of our consistories; relegates our consis-
tories to subservient bodies whose function it is to execute orders issued
by synod . . . required to render absolute, blind obedience to synod; re-
constitutes itself into an institution which possesses perpetual existence;
overturned the right and duty of every consistory under the prevailing
Church Order to ratify decisions of synod; has completely revolutionized
the established procedure for discipline; has dynamited the prevailing
appeals procedure in the CRC.”

It appears that through all these and other charges Mr. Albert Bos-
scher is accusing the 1974 synod of lording it over the churches.

The brother also “petitions” synod to reconsider a petition submitted -
by him to the 1973 synod. In that communication he takes strong excep-
tion to the work of the Home Missions Board through its Evangelism
Thrust Program.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod not accede to the “petition” of Mr. Albert Bosscher
dated March 13, 1975 in which he protests the action of the 1974
synod regarding Toronto II and the Association of Christian Reformed
Laymen.

Grounds:

a. The Synod of 1974 in its action regarding Toronto IT was respond-
ing to a letter received and sought to deal pastorally with the matter
raised.

b. The charges made by Mr. Bosscher as indicated above have not
been substantiated by him and several of those are not true to fact.

c. The decision of the 1974 synod to “. . . instruct the consistories to
deal in a disciplinary way with members who are actively involved in
such divisive activities (distribution of the ACRL letter) does not
mean that the requirements of the Church Order may be disregarded.

—Adopted

2. That synod acknowledge that the 1974 synod’s use of the word

“instruct” (cf. Acts of Synod, 1974, art. 79, III G, 2, p. 95) may be
questioned as to its propriety in ecclesmstlcal decisions as that referred
to. —Adopted

3. That synod not accede to the request of Mr. Albert Bosscher to
consider whether the Evangelism Thrust Program is scriptural and con-
fessional.

Grounds:

a. Any such action would be meaningless since the material from
which he quotes has been used by the churches and the period of study
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has been completed, notwithstanding Mr. Bosscher’s claim to the con-
trary.
b. The materials provided by Mr. Bosscher as intended proof for his

contention lack manageable and understandable form and content.
. —Adopted

ARTICLE 111
Advisory Committee 8, Educational Matters, the Rev. E. Walhout
reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee
8 is continued from Article 91.)

ExamiNaTION OF CANDIDATES
A. Material: Report 35, Recommendations VIII, IX, and XI.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod adopt the following regulations for declaring candidacy
between the annual synods:

a. Applications for candidacy examination may be made by students
who:

1) Have completed all core courses and field education practicums,
and

2) Are within twelve hours of completing course work, and

3) Are within ten units of completing field education requirements

b. Synod may declare such students to be candidates contingent upon
completion of all remaining requirements.

c. When a student completes all remaining requirements, the execu-
tive committee of the Board of Trustees shall so inform the Stated
Clerk, who will then announce the candidate’s eligibility for call.

d. Any student who does not complete the remaining requirements
by March 1 must re-apply for candidacy to the secretary of the Board
of Trustees.

e. Any such candidate who has not received and accepted a call to
one of our churches and desires to have his candidacy continued must
make application to the secretary of the Board of Trustees by May 15.

Grounds:

1) This procedure will avoid lengthy delay for students who complete
their studies between the annual synods.

2) Under this arrangement the exceptional cases are made to con-
form as nearly as possible to the ordinary procedures governing can-
didacy.

3) This procedure appropriately implements the decision of synod
“that candidacy shall be for a period of one year” (Acts of Synod, 1961,
p- 55). —Adopted

2. That synod declare that the above actions constitute its answer
to Overtures 4, 9, 17, and 26 submitted to the Synod of 1973.

—Adopted

ARTICLE 112
Advisory Committee 9, Denominational Services, the Rev. J. W. Post-

man reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory Com-
mittee 9 is continued from Article 102.)
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I. Synopicarl INTErRiM COMMITTEE

A. Material: Report 20-A.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod recommend to our churches the following as part
of our UNITED STATES BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION:

a. That all our congregations in the United States observe a Day of
Prayer for our nation on March 5, 1976, the World Day of Prayer.
For 1976 the Annual Day of Prayer designated by our denomination
shall coincide with the above date.

b. That our churches in the United States designate Good Friday,
April 16, 1976, as a Day of Witness to our nation and plan specific
times or programs by which a witness for Christ be made to our com-
munity on that day.

¢. That our churches in the United States designate July 4, 1976 (a
Sunday), as a Day of Worship and Thanksgiving with services to be de-
veloped around the idea of reflection, repentance, and rededication.

d. That synod request the Synodical Interim Committee to seek
means of making available to our churches materials of the NAE or
other appropriate materials for use in connection with the program
above. —Adopted

2. DENOMINATIONAL MAILING LIST:

. a. That synod shall establish from time to time rules for the use of
the denominational master address list, or any portion of it.

b. That synod having established rules for the use of the denomi-
national master list, or any portion of it, vests these in the Synodical
Interim Committee.

c. That synod establish the use of the denominational mailing list,
effective for the year 1975 and until further notice of synod, according
to the following rules:

1) The Synodical Interim Committee shall, without question, permit
the use of the master denominational address list or any portions thereof
by all DENOMINATIONAL AGENCIES AND STANDING COM-
MITTEES as these are listed annually in the Yearbook.

2) CONSISTORIES OR CLASSES shall be granted use of their
own portion of the mailing list upon receipt of a written request to the
Synodical Interim Committee, When a classis makes such a request, its
consistories may request that their portion of the mailing list be excluded.

3) BENEVOLENT AND EDUCATIONAL (CAUSES RECOM-
MENDED BY SYNOD FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT, as these are
listed in the CRC Yearbook, may obtain the use of the denominational
mailing list, or any portion thereof, on an annual basis, by submitting
a request for the same in writing to the Synodical Interim Committee.

4) For CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROJECTS (schools, boards,
and societies) consistories may request the use of their portion of the.
denominational mailing list be granted on a continuous basis for the
school they support.

5) Consistories may request the Synodical Interim Committee in
writing that their portion of the denominational mailing list be used for
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a ICAUSE OR AGENCY THE CONSISTORY HAS APPROVED.
Such permission shall be granted for the number of mailings or period
of time stipulated by the consistory but not to exceed a duration of three
years without renewal.

6) Each use of the mailing list shall be granted upon the payment
of a nominal rental fee for computer printout.

7) Where mailings are made by an outside printing house or agency,
it must be agreed in writing that the mailing list or computer labels are
for the exclusive use of the instant mailing only as ordered, and are not
to be reproduced, the same being exclusive property under the copy-
right of synod. —Adopted

3. That synod take note of the new updated edition of the Rules for
Synodical Procedure prepared by our Stated Clerk. —Adopted

4. That synod approve the following appointments made to various
boards and committees by the Synodical Interim Committee:

Board Classis Appointment
Synodical Deputy British Columbia............... Rev. P. M. Jonker, alternate
Chatham........ ..Rev. G. J. Heersink, alternate
Chicago South .-.Rev. J. Vander Lugt, alternate
Columbia....cooeermrerecaneene Rev. H. Leestma, delegate
Rev. H. Spaan, alternate ’
Grand Rapids East............ Rev. J. C. Medendorp, alternate
Hackensack......c..occeeeoeeecee Rev, J. Vander Ark, delegate
Rev. ]J. Kruis, alternate
Kalamazoo.......ccccoreecance... Rev. H. Vander Kam, alternate
Orange City... ..Rev. J. Fondse, alternate
Quinte.....oooiei Rev. A. De Jager, alternate
Calvin Board of Chatham..........ccoervemramnnnne. Rev. J. ]J. Hoytema, alternate
Trustees Florida....c.oooceeeeeeeeeeeeen Rev. R. Tjapkes, delegate
Rev. G. Stoutmeyer, alternate
Hudson................ Rev. N. Plantinga, alternate
IMiana. ..o Rev. H. G. Arnold, alternate
Minnesota North...............Rev. R. Kok, alternate
Zeeland......oveeeeenee. Rev. A. Hanmnk, alternate
Foreign Missions Eastern Canada................. Rev. A. Vanden Ende, alternate
Grand Rapids North.........Rev. G. P, Veenstra, alternate

HudSon. ..o ceeceeneeecees Rev. G. Cooper, alternate
Iiana.......coeeeieeeeieeecncens Rev. A. Lindemulder, alternate
Home Missions British Columbia............... Rev. P. De Bruyne, delegate
Rev. C. Spoor, alternate
Grand Rapids East.......... Mr. P. G. Wobbema, alternate
Hamilton --Rev. J. Zantingh, alternate
Miana.. ..o . W. Ribbens, delegate
. E. G. Cooke, alternate
Kalamazoo........ccceeceneee.... Rev. G. Rozenboom, alternate
Orange City.......... ..Rev. J. Boot, alternate
Pacific Northwest . W. Vanden Bos, alternate
Zeeland Rev. H. Van Wijk, alternate
Board of Publications Chicago South................... Rev. D. Zylstra, alternate
Columbia.. ..o Rev. T. Dykman, delegate
Rev. J. Moes, alternate
Sioux Center.......ooecuneeenenee Mr. Henry Haak, alternate
Chr. Ref. World
Relief Comm, Alberta North.......cccmmneeee Mr, J. Ellens, delegate
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Synodical Interim Commitiee—Rev. Peter Van Egmond, delegate;
Rev. Nicholas Knoppers, alternate

Calvinettes—Division of United Calvinist Youth—Mrs. Joanna Meyer;
representative ; Mrs. Dawn Gebben, alternate

Committee re Toronto II-—Rev. Henry Petersen
Committee in loco re University Hills—Rev. John Bergsma
CRWRC representative to SCORR—Mr. Leon Van Rees
Bible Translation Committee—Dr. B. Van Elderen
Interchurch Relations Committee—Rev. Jacob Kuntz

'Home Mission Board representative on SCORR—Rev. Hans Ulitten-
bosch . —Adopted

II. AMEND RULEs FOrR CALLING MINISTERS
A. Material: Overture 19.
B. Recommendation: That synod do not accede to this overture.

Grounds:

a. In the case of an undesirable pastor-church relationship, a forced
continuation could have adverse effects.

b. There is a definite trend to longer pastorates.

c. The diminishing number of vacancies will tend to make less likely
the calling of ministers serving short pastorates.

d. Although Classis British Columbia is correct in declaring that good
stewardship is demanded of our churches, they have not demonstrated
that the present rule is creating a situation in which large sums of money
are being needlessly expended on moving costs. —Adopted

ARTICLE 113 °
Advisory Committee 10, Interdenominational Outreach, the Rev. H.
Wildeboer reporting, presents the following: (The report of Advisory
Committee 10 is continued from Article 41.)

1. Lorp’s Day ALLIANCE oF CaNADA

A. Material: Report 27.

B. Observation: The Synod of 1974 instructed its representative to the
Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada to provide for the 1975 Agenda material
on which synod could assess the program. The present representative,
who is only recently appointed, did send in his report (Report 27) but
too late for the Agenda deadline. He intends to submit a more detailed
report for the Synod of 1976.

C. Recommendation: That synod continue its representation in the
person of the Rev. John Zantingh, —Adopted

II. AMericaN BisLg Sociery

A. Material: Report 22.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod commend the work of the American Bible Society, and
recognize this organization as deserving of our prayer, continued interest,
and financial support. —Adopted
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2. That synod thank the synodical representative, Mr. Douglas Bush,
for his report. —Adopted

ITI. CanapiaN BisLe SocETY
A. Material: Report 23.

B. Recommendation: That synod note with regret that no report

was received from the representative of the Canadian Bible Society.
. —Adopted

IV. Tae WorLp Home BiBLE LEAGUE
A. Material: Report 34.
B. Recommendations:

1. That synod commend the work of the WHBL and continue to sup-
port the organization with our prayers, interest, and financial support.

—Adopted
2. That synod thank its synodical representative, the Rev. Alvin
Vander Griend for his report. A —Adopted

V. DeLEGATES TO THE 1976 RErForMED EcUMENICAL SynoD

A. Materials:

1. Report 14.

2. Report 1-A. _

B. Observation: Synod has elected three delegates to the RES meeting
—a meeting that is preceded by a mission and a theological conference.
Our denominational agencies will be sending delegates to these confer-
ences. The Interchurch Relations Committee advises that those persons
chosen by the CRC mission agencies be named as three non-voting dele-
gates for the CRC. The Back to God Hour informed synod that the
Rev. Juan Boonstra will be their official representative and Dr. Eugene
Rubingh will be the representative on behalf of the Foreign Board, The
Home Mission Board has not yet indicated whether they will be delegat-
mg someone.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod designate the Rev. Juan Boonstra and Dr. Eugene
Rubingh as non-voting delegates at the RES meeting. —Adopted

2. That if the Home Mission Board delegates a representative to the
RES mission conference, he be designated as the third non-voting
delegate.

Ground: Since these representatives will be at the RES mission con-
ference on behalf of their respective agencies, synod would be well

served with three non-voting, but otherwise fully participating delegates.
—Adopted

VI. Stupy CommiTTEE oN RES RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Material: Overture 8.

B. Observation: Overture 8 is concerned that studies taken up by
synod as a result of its membership in the RES, and upon the recom-
mendation of the CRC delegates to the RES, do not now come under
the same restrictions that obtain for mandated studies that arise out of
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the life and concerns of the church within the CRC. It calls on synod
to lay down certain specified conditions that would explicitly apply to
such restrictions.

C. Recommendation: That synod refer the concerns of this overture
to the Interchurch Relations CGommittee for advice to the Synod of 1976.

Ground: The peculiar relationship of the CRC to other churches with-
in the fellowship of the RES, and other ecumenical organizations, in
distinction from the relationship of the synod of the CRC to the classes
and consistories within the CRC, may be such that restrictions appro-
priate within the internal structures of the CRC may be inappropriate
for ecumenical relationships, or too confining for the most fruitful pur-
suit of ecumenical responsibilities. —Adopted

ARTICLE 114
Advisory Committee 12, Financial Matters, Mr. A. Snope reporting,
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 12 is con-
tinued from Article 87.)

I. Unorpainep EMprovEEs PENsioN Funp

A. Material: Report 20-A.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod direct the UEPF committee to review the matter of
adequacy of- the annuity payments to already retired participants and
explore possible: ways of supplementing such annuity payments from the
Supplemental Assistance Fund; that synod recognize that some addi-
tional source of revenue for the Supplemental Assistance Fund would
be involved; that synod authorize the commmittee to implement an in-

crease and to present a plan to raise the required additional moneys
needed. —Adopted

2. That the committee be directed to present a proposal to Synod of
1976 providing reasonable protection against future retirement income
of participating employees falling below predetermined minimum pen-
sion benefits. Such proposal will include a cost estimate and the com-
mittee’s recommendation for handling such cost. —Adopted

3. That the Finance Committee of the Synodical Interim Committee
review with the UEPC the effect of such modification on the budgets
of participating organizations and recommend the necessary increase of
budgets, for the purpose stated, where and if warranted. @ —Adopted

4. That since the UEPC Plan has not been determined to be an ex-
empt plan under the United States EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT IN-
COME SECURITY ACT of 1974, synod authorize and direct the Pen-
sion Committee of the UEPC Plan immediately to modify, correct and/
or do all that is necessary for compliance with the Act, including imple-
mentation of all requirements retroactive to January 1, 1975, or at the
least to provide through the budgets of all agencies a contingency re-
serve to off-set cost of its contribution requirements in the event of non-
exemption. —Adopted

5. That the recommendations herein made shall be in addition to
and/or in harmony with the request of the Pension Committee as out-
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lined in Report 21, Unordained Employees Pension Fund, paragraph 5,
and that any further studies and review required by synod from the
UEPF Plan be mandated by synod to the Pension Committee of the
Plan. —Adopted

6. That synod approve this report and its recommendations as the
answer to its mandate, referred to in Acts of Synod, 1973, Article 60, C,
2 & 3, and express its gratitude to the members of the Pension Com-
mittee for its work and diligence so freely contributed for the benefit of
our unordained employees. ~—Adopted

II. MinisTERS’ COMPENSATION StUDY 1975
A. Material: Report 20-A.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod continue to urge all of our church consistories to
adopt the Ordained Men’s Compensation Study report as a guide for
their annual pastor’s compensation and particularly, where compensa-
tion as shown in the study falls considerably below the Cost of Living
Index, corrective measures be taken immediately to adjust such in-
equities among pastor’s comparable compensation. —Adopted

2. That synod urge our consistories to make use of the data published
under “MINISTERS’ SALARY GUIDE” in our Handbook of the
Christian Reformed Church—*“Your Church in Action” to be mailed to
them in the fall of this year. —Adopted

3. That synod adopt the Ordained Men’s 1975 Compensation Study
Report as its continuing annual report on the subject of ministers’ com-
pensation. It suggests that, should assistance in consideration with it be
needed, our Denominational Financial Coordinator be contacted.

—Adopted

4. That synod urge our ministers and/or consistories to cooperate
with the Synodical Interim Committee in furnishing the information
required annually to up-date compensation studies for the benefit of all
concerned. —Adopted

5. That synod instruct the FNC and our boards and agencies em-
ploying ordained men to make every attempt to comply with the “Guide-
lines for Ministers’ Salaries” published in 1970 and to take into consider-
ation current information available in the Minister’s Compensation
Study Report from the Synodical Interim Finance Committee, as pub-
lished in the annual handbook, “Your Church in Action.” (See Acts of
Synod, 1974, p. 52, VIII, 6.) —Adopted

III. SumMary BUDGET REPORTS FOR AGENDA

A. Material: Report 20-A.

B. Background: A review of the current and past Agendas for Synod
revealed substantial variation in the amount of financial information
contained for each agency. Although each delegate to synod must have
the opportunity to acquaint himself with the general financial and bud-
get picture for each agency, extensive audit reports are not necessary.

C. Recommendation: That synod advise all denominational agencies
to prepare summary financial and budget reports for inclusion in the
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Agenda. The detailed financial audit and budget reports will be sub-
mitted, as before, to the Finance Committee. —Adopted

ARTICLE 115
Advisory Committee 11, Appoiniments, the Rev. G. Holwerda report-
ing, presents the following lists for synodical approval: (The report of
Advisory Committee 11 is continued from Article 70.)

I. OFFICERS AND APPOINTEES

A. Officers:

1. Stated Clerk: the Rev. Wm. P. Brink (4 year to 1978)

2. Denominational Financial Coordinator: Mr. A. Vroon (3 year to
1976)

3. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. L. Ippel (2 year to 1976)

Alternate: Mr. Clarence De Vries (2 year to 1976)

B. Appointees:

1. Arrangements and Reports for synod: Mr. L. Ippel, Mr. G. Kamp

2. Correspondent to RES Committee on Missions: Rev. H. Even-
house

3. Archivist: Dr. H. Brinks

C. Convening Church for 1976 Synod: Calvin Christian Reformed
Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan

II. SyNobicaL DEPUTIES

Classis Delegate Alternate Expires

Alberta North..............Rev. N. B. Knoppers.......... Rev. R. Stienstra ......... 1978
Alberta South.... ...Rev. L, Mulder........ .. Rev. E. O. Holkeboer .

British Columbia.. . D. Pierik...... ..Rev. P. M., Jonker ....... 1978
Cadillac... . G. Compaan ..Rev. M. Stegink ..... 1976

. D. Negen.... ...Rev. C. Vanderplate
. H. Petroelje..... .--Rev. R. Buining .......
. J. Vugteveen... ..Rev. G. J. Heersink .
. G, Van Essen... ..Rev. §. VanderJagt ...
. J. DeKruyter ... .
. H. Spaan ..ccc....... ..1976
. A. VandenEnde . .

. G. Stoutmeyer ..........
. J. C. Medendorp .......1978
...Rev. W. VanderHoven ........ 1978
...Rev. A. Brink ... 1977
..-Rev. G. Gritter ...

Qalifornia South-

Chicago North...
Chicago South...
Columbia...........
Eastern Canada............
Florida
Grand Rapids Fast...... .
Grand Rapids North...Rev. L. Greenway....
Grand Rapids South....Rev. J. D. Eppinga..
Grandville. ..ot Rev. L. Bossenbroek....

Hackensack. —...Rev. J. C. VanderArk....... Rev. J. Kruis ........ ...1978
Hamilton..... ...Rev. H. DeBolster... . J. Klomps ....... ...1978
Holland... —Rev. W. VanderHaak.......Rev. B. DenOuden . .

Hudson.... .-Rev.D. Wisse....._........ . P. Holtrop .......

Huron...... -...Rev. J. C. Derksen.........._.. . R. Kooistra ..... ...1978
Illiana.......... ...Rev. L. Bazuin......... . H. G. Arnold ....... ...1976
Kalamazoo -...Rev. W, Buursma. . H. VanderKam . .1976
Lake Erie.............. ...Rev. J. Malestein. . A. Hoksbergen ..........1976
Minnesota North......_... Rev. T. Wevers. . R. Kok ... ...1977
Minnesota South..........Rev. T. Heyboer...... . P. Brouwer ..

Muskegon . E. Oostendorp........... Rev. T. Verseput 1978
Northcentral Iowa....... Rev. M. Van Donselaar....Rev. J. Elenbaas ..... ...1977
Orange City_..coeoeeeeee Rev. H. DeGroot..............Rev. J. Fondse ....... ...1977

Pacific Northwest........ Rev. D. kalenberg .......... Rev. R, B. Vermeer
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Term
Classis Delegate Alternate Expires
Pella Rev. S. Kramer...............Rev. F. Van Houten ............ 1978
Quinte Rev. D. Los...c.ccouvevmaeneee..Rev. AL DeJager ..oooeeevvenennees
Rocky Mountam .......... Rev. J. Kok . A, Mulder .....
Sioux Center...... ...Dr. P. Y. De Jong . J. Engbers .....
Toronto........ ...Rev, J. B. Vos. . L. Tamminga .
Wisconsin....ccoceae.... Rev. T. Medema... .Rev. P. Vis .........
Zeeland Rev. C. Bolt Rev A. Rozendal .

II1. Boarps
A. Back to God Hour

Member
Rev. R. Wildschut

Term Expires
1976

1976

Rev. N. Punt
Dr. A. Diekema

............. 1976

Mr. R. J. De Nooyer

1976

Rev. R. Venema
Dr. S. Greidanus

................... 1977

1977

Mr. R. Triemstra

1977

Mr. Clarence Wagenaar

...1978

Rev. Dexter Clark

1978

Mr. Harold Kooy

1978

Mr. Abe Geurkink

1978

1978

Rev. Jacob Eppinga

...1978

Rev. Sampson Yazze
Mr. William Voortman

1978

B. Board of Trustees—Calvin College and Seminary

Term

Classis Delegate Alternate Expires
Alberta North Rev. ]J. Joosse .Rev. H. DeMoor, Jr. ........... 1977
Alberta South.........._.... Rev. L. Mulder.........._...... Rev. G. Bieze ........... 1978
British Columbia......... Rev. B. Nederlof..............Rev. P. VanEgmond .... 1976

Cadillac..-cccooceeeannne ...Rev. B. Van Antwerpen....
California South..........
Central Galifornia.__...

. M. VanderVlet ..
. S. Cooper
. H. Petroelje ...
. J. J. Hoytema ..

Chicago North... - reeeenmeeeeREV. WL R. Witte 1976
Chicago South —Rev. J. VanderLugt. -.Rev. H. Vellinga ... 1978
Columbia........ ...Mr. P. H. Advocaat. ..Rev. H. Leestma ... 1978
Eastern Canada........... Rev. H. Numan, Jr.........Rev. J. De Pater ...... 1976
Florida Rev. R. Tjapkes....... ..Rev. G. Stoutmeyer .. 1977
Grand Rapids East......Rev. W. L. De Jong. ..Rev. J. C. Medendorp. ..1978
Grand Rapids North...Mr. R, Hoekstra....... ..Rev. C. Werkema ... 1976
Grand Rapids South.._.Rev. J. M. Hofman...........Rev. A. Brink ......... 1976

Grandville................... Rev. L. Hofman._..

. P. VanderWeide .

Hackensack.. ..Rev. D. Zandstra.. __.Rev. A. VanZanten .............. 1976
HHamilton .« ceeeeeeeeens Rev. R. Sikkema................ Rev. A. H. Venema _........_.... 1976
Holland.......................Rev. W, VanderHaak........ Rev. J. Leugs «oeeriemccanee 1977
Hudson .o .-Rev. N. Plantinga ... 1978
Huron -..Rev. P. Breedveld ....___......_ 1978
Iliana......cccceeeueaeeee....Dr. E. Roels.......... ..Rev. H. G. Arnold ................ 1976
Kalamaz ...Rev. F. DeBoer .....cc......... 1976
Lake Erie............ ...Rev. R. VanHarn..... -.Rev. C. Bajema ... 1976
Minnesota North......... ...Rev. R. Kok ......... ST 1977
Minnesota South........_Rev. N. Roorda..... ..Rev. L. Zoerhof . 1977
Muskegon....eeeeceeeneed ~Rev. D. VanBeek . 1977
Northcentral Iowa. .Rev. M. Davies ..... 1977

Orange City...........Rev. ]. Hellinga................Rev.

H. Hiemstra
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Term
Classis Delegate Alternate Expires
Pacific Northwest........ Rev. J. Wesseling.............Rev. O. Duistermars ............1977
Pella...ooiiees Rev. H. Petersen..... ...Rev. S. Kramer ....... ...1976

Quinte.... oo Rev. G. Corvers... ...Rev. D. C. Los ... ..1976
Rocky Mountain ....Rev. R. Veenstra ......-....

Sioux Center ....Rev. H. VandenHeuvel ...._1976
Toronto.ueeceeeeen-e... L. inga. ...Rev. R, L. Malarkey .......... 1978
Wisconsin....coceom...... . H. ....Rev. L. Baker ......cccceemeumeuens 1977
Zeeland........cooeeeeeee... . T. Rev. A. Hannink ..................1975
Eastern District............ T. Wiersma....ccoooccoeuvvenens H. Van Denend ................. 1978
Central District............ Mrs. K. DeMol.... ....A. Bultman ........... 1978

W. Post......cccu.n. ....]. Van Houten .. ..-1976

Dr. G. Niemeyer.. ....H. Triezenberg ..... ...1977

S. Geelhood........ccooooo) W. De Young ....... -..1976

Dr. J. Strikwerda. -.A. Bultman ...

N. De Graaf......... ....M. De Boer ... 1976
Midwest.......cococeeneanes W. Geurkink.... .....L. Veldhuizen .. ...1977
Far West......cccocecoeee.... M. Hekman_ e, H. Te Velde ....occooioeveeeeee. 1978

C. Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions
: Term
Classis Delegate Alternate Expires
Alberta North............... Rev. C. Vriend.........cc...... Rev. H. Salomons ................ 1977
Alberta South .Rev. E. Den Haan. 1976
British Columbia. Rev. G. Hogeterp... 1977
Cadillac.....ccocceecimenmnnne Rev. K. Van Wyk............Rev. G. Compaan ................1977
California South.. -Rev. J. Howerzyl.... .Rev. J. Gray ....... ....1977
Central California.......Rev. C. W. Flietstra..........Rev. G. Ebbers ..... -...1977
Chatham....cceeeeeeeeeeeces Rev. R. Koops... ....Rev. L. Slofstra ... ....1978
Chicago North............. Rev. G. Vanderhill............ Rev. A. Walma ... -...1976

Chicago South.- Rev. J. Bylsma........ ....Rev. 8. Voortman .. ....1977
Columbia............. .Rev. E. Meyer.......ccccoeueu... Rev. J. Petersen .......... 1977
Eastern Canada........... Rev. J. Quartel................. Rev. A. VandenEnde 1977
Florida Rev. F. Diemer... —.Rev. C. VanEns ......... ..1976
Grand Rapids East....._Rev. W. Timmer................ Rev. D. M. Stravers .. 1978

Grand Rapids North...Rev. G. P. Veenstra... Rev. H. Doornbos ................1976
Grand Rapids South....H. Scholten. ...t ....1978
Grandville................... Rev. H. Erffmeyer............Rev. 8. Cammenga .............1976
Hackensack... Rev. C. Niewenhuis... Rev. A. Kuiper ...... 1977
Hamilton........ccomeeee... Rev. ]J. DeJong.... .Rev. H. VanderPlaat _. 1976
Holland Rev. J. Gunnink................ Rev. E. Bradford ....... ....1978
Hudson....oooceees Rev. L. Apol.......coocevrenenae Rev. G. Cooper ... ...1977
Huron..... --...Rev. J. Kerssies. ..o Rev. J. Roeda ........... ....1977
Thana. .. Rev. J. DeVries... -Rev. A. Lindemulder ...........1977
Kalamazoo......cccceeee.c Rev. H. Brink...cooeuervreeemn Rev. S. Bultman ......_. ....1978

Lake Erie.............

-Rev. J. Steigenga.... ....Rev. A. Hoogewind
Minnesota North.

—Rev. G. VandeRiet......... Rev. C. Toeset ........ 1978

Minnesota South. -Rev. H. Vanderaa..... ....Rev. H. Sponholz .. ....1977
Muskegon.......oeeeeece. Rev. N. Meyer......cuceeae- Rev. J. Morren ...... ....1977
Northcentral Iowa......Rev. K. VanDeGriend.....Rev. J. Entingh.._....
Orange City..coceeecee. F. Vogel......ccoueeenen .F

Pacific Northwest........ Rev. A. Leegwater. -

Pella....corirneeenen. --Rev. R. Holwerda..............

Quinte......ccco.. .Rev. R. W. Popma .

Rocky Mountain. --Rev. G. Negen........

Sioux Center....... -Rev. J. Kroon....................

Toronto. ..cocueomcernen Rey. C. T. Fennema..

Wisconsin.. -.-Rev. J. Hoeksema..............

Zeeland..e.eeeeececcevneneen, Rev. O. DeGroot...............
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Classis Delegate Alternate Expires
Members-at-Large
Canada.......... ..S. Harkema
United States.............. D. Bratt...
A, Huibregtse.
D. Radius.......
S. De Young
D. Christian Reformed Board of Home Missions
Term
Classis Delegate Alternate Expires
Alberta North.............. Rev. C. Bishop.eoeoneecee Rev. J. Boonstra ....................1978
Alberta South..............Rev. H. Wildeboer. ..Rev. N. Vandeeraak ........ 1976
British Columbia........_Rev. P. DeBruyne............. Rev. C. Spoor ..ccccem.nc 1977
Cadillac.............. ..Rev. W. Vanden Bosch.....G. Koster ........ ..1978

California South.........Rev. G. Klouw........c.ccem..... Rev. L. Tanis .. ..1978
Central California.......Rev. E. C. Marlink._. ..Dr. R. Grifter -eeceiecoceeeens 1976
Chatham -..Rev. 8. VanderMeer .Rev. H. Lunshof .......c....... 1976
Chicago North............. Rev. J. Ebbers.......... Rev. A. Mulder ...coeeienneeee. 1976
Chicago South............. Rev. R. M. Hartwell Rev. G. Hutt ... 1978
Columbia............ -.Rev. J. Jeffers.........ccou...o. 1978
Eastern Canada Rev. H. Uittenbosch....._.... Rev. D. J. Tigchelaar __..... 1977
Florida Rev. E. Tamminga............ J. Hofman ...ciinnen 1976
Grand Rapids East......Rev. R, Timmerman........P. G. Wobbema ...cccccceeeeeeee 1977
Grand Rapids North...Rev. E. Knott.............. ..Rev. M. Groenendyk __._........ 1976
Grand Rapids South....Rev. G. P. Holwerda........ Rev. G. F. Van Oyen .........1976
Grandville.........coccce. Rev. H. Hoekstra..... ..Rev. A. Jongsma ...cccccoiunen 1977

Hackensack. ...Rev. A. Rienstra... ...Rev, S, VanderKlay

Hamilton.. . G. Ringnalda... Rev. J. Zantingh ... 1978
Holland. . C. Steenstra............... . T.'C. VandenHeuvel ..1976
Hudson.. . A. A. Arkema .. ...197
Huron.... ..Rev. J.Koole........ccc........ Rev. P. Boodt ...cccoeeeee.
Illiana....... .

Kalamazoo... e L) Witvliet . . G. Rozenboom ............ 1976
Lake Erie............ ..Rev. R. Peterson... . W. Dykstra ...

Minnesota North......... . M. Reitsma... . C. Afman .......

Minnesota South......... . W.Green...... . . T. Heyboer
Muskegon.........ccoccemenn. . T. Verseput..... H. Poel e

Northcentral Iowa.......Rev. D. Van Gent.... ..Rev. C. Roelofs .
Orange City..._.........Rev. H. De Groot..... ...Rev. J. Boot eeeeeece.
Pacific Northwest........ .M. ]J. ...Rev. W. VandenBos

- M. Klyn
. H. Katerberg ..
..Dr. J. R. Kamps ......
..Rev. R. De Young ...

Toronto........ v . ...Rev. S. VanHouten ..
Wisconsin. .-Rev. J Olthoff.._. Rev. G. Van Enk ...
Zeeland........ccoooeeeec. Rev. B. Mulder.................. Rev. H, Van Wyk ...
Central U.S.A........... Dr. F. Westendorp..........]. H. Fles .o
M. Van Dellen..............___. R. De Boer oo
J. Van Eerden H. Soper
E. Berends...............c...c.. .. W. Peterson _......oooeceeeee

R. De Vos....
R. Fiemster...........
.Dr. J. VanderBeek...

..P. Van Putten ...
...H. Van Denend ..
..M. Tanis ..........

Eastern U.S. A._............
Western U.S.A

Rocky Mounta -.H. R. Thomas,

Southwest Ontario....... ...Dr. J. Oosterhuis ..._.
Eastern Canada........... ...Dr. B. Kiesekamp .
Western Canada..........B. M. JUITUS ot
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E. Christian Reformed Board of Publications T
erm
Classis Delegate Alternate Expires

Alberta North.............Rev. J. Westerhof............Rev. G. Pols ..cueeeeeenee 1977
Alberta South... ...D. Bouwsema....... ....Rev. C. H. Salomons ..........1977
British Columbia..........G. W. Ensing.... ...Rev. J. Tuininga ......... ...1977
Cadillac................. . F. .. ...Rev. G. Heyboer ... ..-1976
California South ...Rev. C. VanderPlate ...1976
Central California........ e H. DeJong coeeeeeeee. 1977

—Rev. L. T. Schalkwyk ..Rev. J. Nutma ...1978

...Miss B. Bean........__..... ...A. Hoving ... ...1978

Rev. N. Punt........ ..Rev. D. Zvlstra .

Columbia... —Rev.T. Dykman.. ...Rev. J. Moes ........

Eastern Canada. ...Mrs, S. Cook........ ....H. Van Schepen .. ..1977
Floxida..cceeeeeeemeeceenee.. R. Sikkenga... P. Witte ... ..1978
Grand Rapids East......Rev. C. Boomsma............... Rev. C. Terpstra ...1977
Grand Rapids North....A. Van Maastrict... J. Day e 1977
Grand Rapids South....Rev. W. H. De Vries.......... ‘ ...1977
Grandville Rev. W. VanAntwerpen... Rev. L. Bossenbroek ... 1978
Hackensack ....Miss D. Kelder................... Miss W. Knoll .. ...1978
Hamilton........cceceeeec Rev. W. L. VanderBeek....Rev. J. Kuntz ... ...1976
Holland R Holwerda ...................... D. Zwier ............. ...1978

Hudson.....cooccoeeeeeee.ce ...N. G. Bruinsma ....... ...1978
Huron... ...Mrs. J. K. Boersma . ...1977
Iliana......... ...Rev. J. Piersma....... ...Rev. D. Bos ........... ...1977
Kalamazoo.. ....Rev.J‘A. Mulder.... .Dr. S. Dykstra . ...1976

Lake Erie........... .-Rev. A. Hoksbergen... -.Mrs. R. Chong ...

Minnesota North.......... Rev. T. Wevers.................Rev. B. Becksvoort ...1976
Minnesota South.........Rev. B. DenHerder. ..Rev. L. Zoerhof ..... ...1978
Muskegon.......ccccccee... Rev. M. Beelen....... ....D. Schelhaas ......__.. ...1978
Northcentral Iowa.......A. Cooper...... ....Mrs. W. Geiken . ...1978
Orange City................. H. Pluim....... ....N. VanderArk ...... ..1978
Pacific Northwest........ Rev. S. Pastine... ....Rev. A. Louwerse ... ..1977
Pella i, Rev. G. VanderPlaats _____ R. DeJager ............ .--1977
Quinte......cueeueeemmeececns Rev. R. Praamsma..... W, Vos ... ...1978
Rocky Mountain.........Rev. G. DeVelder... ....T. Weeda 1977
Sioux Center..... -...Dr. G. Rozeboom.... ...H., Haak 1977

Toronto.......... ..Rev. M. Greidanus. . Rev L. Tammmga“"

Wisconsin W.Leys ... Stremler .......... : ...1977
Zeeland.......cooeneenennen.. Rev. S. Newhouse... Rev E. Haan oo, 1977
Board of Publications—Periodicals Committee
Rev. Marvin Beelen Dr. John Timmerman
Mr. Jack R. Brouwer Rev. Willard Van Antwerpen
Mr. Ray Holwerda Mr. Casey Wondergem

Dr. Henry Stob

Board of Publications—Education Committee

Mr, Clare Ackerman Prof. W. C. Hendricks
Dr. Derke Bergsma Rev. John A. Mulder
Rev. H. De Rooy Mr. Gordon Quist
Rev. Willard De Vries Mr. A. Snoeyink

Dr. Sidney Dykstra Miss Cora Vogel

Mr. Barry Foster
F. Christian Reformed World Relief Committee

Classis Delegate Alternate
Alberta North........._... J. Ellen - H. Vriend oo
Alberta South -..D. VanderWekken ............ J. Vanden Dool
British Columbia.......... A. Tukker......coneceremence.. B. Van’t Riet .

Cadillac J. Gernaat W. Hoekwater
California South.......__. P. Scholten..............
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: Term
Classis Delegate Alternate Expires
Central California........ L. Fondse..ocovurrueeeennn C. DeJong «ocooccememeaeecvinnn
Chatham _..P. Berghuis.. _.A. Bisschop . 1977
Chicago North. ...A. Van Zee.. H BUUIrMa .....ccciccmumaneieesarees
Chicago South F. Iwema R. Wolterink 1978
Columbia. .H.Buys...._... ..M. Feddes 1976
Eastern Canada........... C. Hogeveen ...................... E. DeKleer ... ..1977
Florida D. Bouwer J. Meiste .oooimiiimecncineieeeene 1978
Grand Rapids East..... K. Terpstra.....c.cccceeece J. W, Stoepker eeeererreareeaeea
Grand Rapids North...R. Meeuwsen......... D, Molewyk ..ccoccemeiamracnanae 1978
Grand Rapids South....Dr. H. J. Kreulen.. ..H. J. Blacquiere 1978
Grandville.........coceeiceee H. De Jong............ F. Visser ......ccnicriceicameaesmnaas 1976
Hackensack.. ...G. Kuiper.. N. Hengeveld . ...cocoviveimncen 1978
Hamilton...... ...B. Potma...... J. Kerkhof .....coccomomninnnen. 1978
Holland..... ...H. Lubbers P. Kuipers .....ccocoocvevenneeees 1977
Hudson.. -.A. Malefyt C. Hekman ....ceccecrenees 1976

Huron. H. Exel..... M. Dijkstra 1976
Iliana........ ...G. Kroll.............. ..N. Zuidema .1976
Kalamazoo ...J- Vander Ploeg. -A. Woltersom .oeeeceenee 1978
Lake Erie....._...... ...C. Vreeland....... WP Bournan ..o 1976
Minnesota North.........S. Vander Kooi.. G BIOK e 1976
Minnesota South.........R. Van Essen..... _W. Vander Werf .....ccceeen 1978
Muskegon.......ccoeeuee.... L. Van Rees... .C. Van Coevermg ..... 1977
Northcentral Iowa....... H. Eiten......... ..G. Vander Ploeg ..... 1976
Orange City.....cccoreceece. F.Ten Napel .M. Visser reeemeaneanabaincren 1978
Pacific Northwest.. L] Van Ry e 1977

Pellan e ...L. ..R. D. Dieleman ............c...... 1976
Quinte.._..., - W. Plersma ....ccouoivoccccinnnne 1977
Rocky Mountain.......... e .D. Murry ... .1976
Sioux Center....... ...R. 1 ..Dr. W. Alberda 1978
Toronto........ W Rekker oo 1976
Wisconsin.. - WEOSterk 1977
Zeeland..............i....... B. J. Hulst... J. B. Meyer ....ocooeiceccmanne. 1978
Members-at—large

Medical... wwerneeeDe AL De Vries, M.D......... P. Van Vliet, M.D. ... 1978
Busmessman K. Holtvluwer ............ 1976
Sociologist..... ...J. Tui H. Start .o 1976
Attorney....... ..D. Swierenga ...... .....1978
Accountant... ... ..E. Westenbroek .............. 1977
Minister.......ccoceeviiece Rev. J. Medendorp .............. 1977

IV. SyNopicarL INTERIM CoMMITTEE

Regular Alternate
Rev. F. De Jong. .oceecaieeeeceecannas Rev. W. Ackerman .ccooeiceceeennes
Mr. E. Z. Blankers......ccouecveeceennn Mr. J. N. Snapper ..... .
Dr. P. Y. De Jong.... . Rev. S. Kramer ..
Mr. H. Vermeer. ...Dr. 8. Kanis ....
Dr. M. DeVries.. ..o e Mr. J. Jonker ......
Mr. W. Sytsema, Jro. ool Mr. W. Van Loplk
Mr. F. Hollebeek........ . Mr. H. Petersen .,.......
Mr. B. Sevensma..... Mr. A. Van Tuinen ...
Rev. O. Breen ...Rev. J. Verbrugge ..- .
Rev. A. Hoogstrate. Rev. C. Greenfield ... .ot
Dr. G. Stob Rev. 1. Apol
Rev. P. Van Egmond......ccooeeioceceiccnene Rev. N. B. Knoppers
Rev. J. Van Harmelen ...Rev. L. Tamminga .......
Mr. M. Van Wijk Mr. P. Feddema .....cceecomicececnacnce

Stated Clerk, De'nommatmna] Financial Coordinator, and Synodical Treasurer,
ex officio
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V. StanDING COMMITTEES

A. Back to God Tract Committee: Mr. M. De Boer (1976), Mr. P.
Brink (1976), Mr. V. De Weerd (1975), Mr. J. Tibbe (1976), Rev. C.
Bremer (1976), Rev. ]. Wiegers (1977), Mr. G. De Young (1977),
Mr. K. Swets (1978), Mr. K. Navis (1978), Rev. W. VanderHoven
(1978).

B. Bible Translation Gommittee: Dr. A. Bandstra, Dr. D. Holwerda,
Rev. S. Bultman, Dr. D. Engelhard, Dr. L. Vos, Dr. C. Vos, Dr. M.
Woudstra, Dr. B. Van Elderen.

C. Chaplain Committee: Dr. M. Hugen (1976), Rev. G. Meyer
(1976), Rev. C. Tuyl (1976), Mr. N. Van Andel (1976), Dr. D. Van
Halsema (1977), Mr. N. Berghoeff (1977), Rev. D. Visser (1978), Mr.
D. J. Swierenga (1978).

D. Church Help Fund Committee: Rev. J. H. Rubingh (1977), Rev.
J. H. Engbers (1976), Mr. M. Wiersma (1976), Rev. E. Blankespoor
(1976), Mr. T. Van Bruggen (1976), Mr. H. Huizenga (1978), Alt,
Rev. D, Houseman (1976), Mr. H. J. De Groot (1976).

E. Educational Assistance to Churches Abroad Commitiee: Dr. E.
Rubingh (1977), Rev. J. Lont (1977), Mr. P. Vande Guchte (1977),
Mr. E. Vander Weele (1976), Rev. R. Recker (1976), Rev. J. Schuur-
mann (1978), Rev. J. Heerema (1978).

F. Fund for Needy Churches Commitiee: Rev. H, Arnold (1977),
Mr. H. Wierenga (1977), Mr. H. Stob (1977), Rev. J. Vander Lugt
(1978), Mr. J. R. Swierenga (1978).

G. Historical Commitiee: Dr. L. Oostendorp (1976), Dr. H. Zwaan-
stra (1976), Dr. H. Ippel (1976), Rev. J. Leugs (1976).

H. Interchurch Relations Committee: Rev. ]J. Eppinga (1977), Rev.

T. E. Hofman (1977), Dr. J. Kromminga (1976), Rev. N. Vanderzee

" (1976), Mr. A. Bel (1976), Rev. G. Bouma (1978), Rev. J. Kuntz
(1977), Prof. J. Stek (1978), Rev. W. P, Brink (ex-officio).

I. Liturgical Commiitee: Dr. N. Wolterstorff (1976), Rev. N. Knop-
pers (1976), Rev. A. Hoksbergen (1976), Rev. C. Bajema (1977), Rev.
J. Vriend (1977), Dr. H. Ten Harmsel (1977), Dr. J. De Jong (1978),
Rev. D. Hart (1978).

J. Ministerial Information Service Committee: Rev. W. Van Peursem
(1978), Rev. B. Niemeyer (1978), Rev. D. Negen (1977), Mr. H. Te
Velde (1978), Mr. C. Vander Brug (1976), Mr. G. Groen (1977).

K. Ministers’ Pension Fund Committee: Mr. A. Walters (1977), Rev.
J. Van Harmelen (1976), Rev. J. Van Ryn (1978), Mr. P. Brouwers
(1978), Mr. D. Oosterhouse (1978), Mr. R. Helder (1976), Dr. J.
Harkema (1977).

L. Sermons .for Reading Services Committee: Rev. C. Fennema
(1978), Rev. A. Venema ((1976), Rev. H. D. Praamsma (1977), Rev.
M. N. Greidanus (1978), Alt., Dr. R. Kooistra,

M. Synodical Committee on Race Relationss Rev. V. Geurkink

"(1977), Rev. V. Patterson (1977), Mr. D. Crushshon (1977), Mr. W.
Bowman (1976), Mr. S. Jung (1976), Mr. D. Minor (1976), Rev. S.
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Vander Klay (1976), Ms. E. Cortina (1978), Ms. B. Clayton (1978),
Mr, J. Fernandez (1978), Rev. A. Hoksbergen (1978), Rev. H. Uitten-
bosch (1978). :

N. Unordained Employees’ Pension Fund Committee: Messts. A, Biel-
ema (1975), D. Qosterhouse (1976), D. Zwier (1976), R. Baukema
(1977), A. Van Zee (1978).

V1. REPRESENTATIVES

A. American Bible Society: Mr. Douglas Bush (1977), Alt.,, Mrs.
John Last, Jr.

B. Canadian Bible Society: Rev. K. Verhulst (1977), Alt, Rev. A.
Vanden Pol. _

C. (Christian Laymen’s League: Rev. Douglas Vanderwall (1978),
Alt.,, Rev. Alvin Vander Griend.

D. Dordt College: Rev. N. Vogelzang (1978), Alt,, Rev. J. Fondse.

E. Faith, Prayer, and Tract League: Mr. Herbert Kramer (1977),
Alt., Mr. Kenneth Navis.

F. Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada: Rev, John Zantingh (1977), Alt.,
Rev. Carl Tuyl.

G. Lord’s Day Alliance of the U.S.: Mr. Fred Fisher (1977), Alt,
Rev. R. Wezeman.

H. Luke Society: E. Van Reken, M.D, (1976), Alt.,, J. Rienstra, M.D.

1. Reformed Bible College: Rev. D. Stravers (1978), Alt, Rev. V.
Luchies.

J. The Evangelival Literature League: Mr. W. Schultze (1977), Alt,,
Rev. F. Pott.
K. Trinity Christian College: Rev. W. Witte (1977), Alt., Mr. A.
Hoving.
L. United Calvinist Youth:
a. Calvinist Cadet Corps: Rev. E. Piersma (1978), Alt., Rev.
Terry Lapinsky.
b. Calvinettes: Mrs. Joanna Meyer (1977), Alt, Mrs. Dawn
Gebben.
c. Young Calvinist Federation: Mr. Robert Menkveld (1978), Alt.
Rev. Herman Minnema.

M. World Home Bible League: Rev, John De Kruyter (1978), Alt.,
Dr. Edwin Roels.

VII. Stupy COMMITTEES

A. New Confession: Dr. L. Oostendorp, Rev. M. N. Greidanus, Dr.
J. H. Kromminga, Rev. F. Van Houten, Mr. H. Arens, Mr. S. De
Young. ,

B. Psalter Hymnal Supplement: Dr. J. Hamersma, Mr. M. McGer-
vey, Dr. C. Seerveld, Prof. G. Warmink, Prof. J. Worst, Miss Betty
De Vries, Mrs. Marie Post, Rev. John Vriend, Mr. Bert Polman.

C. Translation of the Heidelberg Catechism: Dr. F. Klooster, Prof.
R. Wevers, Prof. C. Boersma, Dr, E, Masselink, Prof. S. Wiersma.
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D. Calvin Centennial Crusade Executive Commitiee: Dr. W. Spoel-
hof and Dr. J. H. Kromminga—Honorary Chairmen; Dr. K. Bootsma—
Campaign Director; Mr. H. De Wit—Director of Office Procedure; Dr.
W. De Young; Mr. J. Hoekenga—Executive Secretary.

E. Marriage Guidelines: Mr. C. Van Valkenburg, Rev. W. Vander
Haak, Dr. A. Bandstra, Dr. D. Bergsma, Rev. M. De Vries, Rev. G. Grit-
ter, Dr. T. Minnema, Rev. A. Persenaire, Dr. B. T. Duthler.

F. Joint Commission CRC/RCA for Study of Theology of Fvangel-
ism: Dr. R. S, Wierenga, Dr. R. De Ridder, Dr. R. Greenway, Rev.
W. Smedes, Dr. C. Kromminga.

G. Ethical Decisions on War: Rev. R. Opperwall, Rev. E. Bradford,
Rev. N. Plantinga, Chaplain J. Hoogland, Rev. J. Quartel, Continued to
1977.

H. Women in Ecclesiastical Office: Rev. J. Hellinga, Rev. H. Peter-
sen, Rev. D. Aardsma, Dr. J. Vander Laan, Mrs, M. Alons. Continued
to 1976.

1. Implications of Guidelines for Office and Ordination and “Lay-
workers in Evangelism”: Rev. T. Van Kooten, Rev. W. Ackerman, Rev.
S. De Vries, Rev. H. Spaan, Rev. P. Van Egmond, Rev. J. Kits, Rev.
D. Pierik.

J. Judicial Code Commiitee: Dr. F. Steen, Dr. C. Orlebeke, Rev, J.
Hoytema, Dr. H. Stob, Judge J. Feikens. Continued to 1977.

K. Christian Reformed Ministers Serving in other Denominations:
Rev. J. Fondse, Rev. P. Bakker, Dr. J. Vander Laan, Dr. Marvin De
Young, Mr. Evert De Vries,

L. Form of Subscription: Rev. H. Armold, Dr. E. Roels, Rev. E.
Oostendorp, Dr. A. C. De Jong, Dr. R. Prince, Mr. W. Post, Prof. J.
Stek, Dr. D. Hoitenga, Jr.

M. Committee on Member Discipline: Rev. J. Hasper, Rev. L. Dyk-
stra, Mr. F. Wind.

N. Taxation and Christian School: Dr. J. Vanden Berg, Rev. L. Tam-
minga, Dr. P. Henry, Mr. H. Nieman, Mr. Robert Vander Laan.

O. Commitiee on Use of Talents and Abilities of Women in the
Church: Chairman: Rev. Wm. K. Stob; Reporter: Ms. Karen De Vos,
Ms. Glenda Prins, Ms. Thea Van Halsema, Dr. Don Kuiper, Rev. L.
Slofstra, Ms. Jeanette DeJong. Alt. 1) Ms. Rose Van Reken, 2) Mr.
Dick Jolink.

P. Hermeneutic Principles Concerning Women in Ecclesiastical Of-
fice: Dr. A. Bandstra, Dr. D. Holwerda, Dr. G. Van Groningen, Dr. S.
Kistemaker, Dr. Marten Woudstra, Dr. S, Greidanus, Dr. Paul Bremer.
Alt. 1) Dr. D, Engelhard, 2) Mr. Clayton Libolt.

Q. Committee re Confessional Commitment of Lodge Members:
Chairman: Rev. Peter M. Jonker; Rev. J. Rozeboom, Rev. John Peter-
sen, Mr. Chet Zeilstra, Dr. Harold De Jong. Elder Alt., Dr. W. Vanden
Born; Ministerial Alt., Rev. L. Dykstra.

R. Review of Effectiveness of Synodical Interim Commuitee: Chair-
man: Rev. George Gritter; Reporter: Rev. J. B. Vos, Rev. G. Rozen-



ArTICLES 115-118 127

boom, Mr. H. Soper, Mr. J. H. Fles, Mr. R. Seven, Mr. B. Boersma. Alt.
Elders: Dr. K. Vos, Mr. Frank De Vos; Minister—Rev. H. Arnold.
S. Mission Principles Committee: (Theological Principles and Result-
ing Strategy): Rev. R. Recker—Chairman; Dr. R. De Ridder—Report-
er; Rev. H. Vander Kam, Rev. D. Vander Wall, Mr. Harold Bruxvoort,
Mr. Arthur Peelen, Mr. Robert De- Koning, Mr. David Vander Ploeg,
Mr. Phil Van Heest, Mr. Roger Boerema. Alt.: Elder: 1) Mr. Her-
man VandeRiet, 2) Mr. John Cook. Ministers: 1) Rev. Jacob Heerema
2) Dr. Dick Van Halsema. —Adopted

VIII. Drrecates To RES, 1976

A. Voting delegates

1. Prof. of Theology—Dr. F. H. Klooster; Prof. J. H. Stek, alternate.
2. Minister—Rev. J. D. Eppinga; Rev. T. E. Hofman, alternate.

3. Elder—Dr. Wm. Spoelhof; Mr. Albert Bel, alternate.

B. Non-Voting Delegates: Rev. J. Boonstra, Dr, E. Rubingh, ...

ARTICLE 116 _
A motion is made that the Friday minutes be approved by the officers
of synod. -~—Adopted

ARTICLE 117
The president of synod, the Rev. Clarence Boomsma, expresses his
appreciation to the delegates to this synod for their fine cooperation,
thanks the chairman and reporters of committees, and all who expedited
the work of synod throughout its sessions.

The Stated Clerk, the Rev. Wm. P. Brink, addresses the officers of
synod with words of appreciation, and presents inscribed gavels to the
president and vice-president, and gratuities to the clerks.

The vice-president, the Rev. J. B. Vos, expresses the gratitude of synod
for the genial, fair, and efficient manner in which the president con-
ducted the business of synod.

ARTICLE 118
The president offers the closing prayer of thanksgiving to our God
who had abundantly blest our sessions.

Synod concludes by singing the doxology.

- CLARENCE BOOMSMA, president
JACOB B. VOS, vice-president
OLIVER BREEN, first clerk
MARTIN GELEYNSE, sccond clerk

Attested a true copy:
WILLIAM P. BRINK, stated clerk

2850 Kalamazoo Ave., S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508
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REPORTS OF BOARDS

REPORT 1

BACK TO GOD HOUR
(Arts. 35, 87)

The Radio Committee and staff conduct their work with a sense of
awe and wonder because of their consciousness that their ministry is a
ministry of the Gospel of Christ. This ministry proceeds on the assump-
tion that the Word of God is more powerful than a two-edged sword,
that it will never return void, and that Jesus Christ becomes present
wherever this Word is heard. Consequently, we believe that the activity
in which we are engaged is of exceptional importance in terms of in-
dividual salvation, and even in terms of its potential for changing the
very course of nations and of world history.

In ‘the light of the enormous importance of this activity it should be
no surprise to us that this decade has witnessed a rapid and broad
expansion of this work. The Bonaire Project, which involved daily broad-
casting into India and South America, was authorized by the Synod of
1970. That project became a watershed event for several reasons. First
of all, it was a significant step forward in faith, in spite of the fact that
the financing of the project was not immediately in sight. Furthermore,
it lifted our world-wide vision, It also made necessary the creation of
new fund raising instruments in order that expanded programs could
be supported. The expansion of Back to God Hour ministries, however,
over the last several years has gone far beyond what was originally en-
visioned in the Bonaire Project.

The regular English language ministry in the United States and
Canada continues to be the most familiar aspect of our work and this
has been enhanced over the last two years by a format change which has
enabled us to penetrate new markets using extremely well managed sta-
tions, Because of this we feel that there has been a gradual expansion
of our listening audience, and from time to time, this assumption has
been substantiated by peaks in mail response, Nevertheless, we continue
to release The Back to God Hour program in a context of intense com-
petition for audiences and we should have no illusions about the way a
religious broadcast like ours fares when it competes with Top 40 radio,
to say nothing of the usual television offerings. At the same time, we
have every reason to feel that this ministry remains impressively sig-
nificant within our total broadcast operation. And the Insight program
is a relatively small but meaningful element within our English language
ministry as well.

In addition to English language ministries in North America, English
language ministries overseas are a part of our broad foreign outreach.
Radio Today blankets India daily as well as many other parts of the
Far East. The addition of radio station FEBA for the transmission of
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the Radio Today broadcast has resulted in a significant rise in mail re-
sponse. Because of the world-wide acceptance of the English language,
we view the use of English in our foreign outreach as very significant.

The Arabic language ministries have assumed special significance over .
the last months with the ascendency of the Arab nations and the grow-
ing influence of the Arab bloc in the world’s economic and political life.
The new situation provides us with a context in which there should be
greater interest in reaching Arabic speaking peoples with the gospel
message. The opportunity that our denomination has to carry out a min-
istry of this magnitude and strategic importance must be viewed as a
particular privilege for the Christian Reformed Church.

The Spanish language ministry is one which obviously can only grow
in stature and importance within Back to God Hour ministries. Because
of the many stations available to us in Spanish speaking countries and
the opportunities for entering into direct relationships with Spanish
speaking listeners, we must expect that this element of Back to God
Hour ministries will grow in complexity over the coming years. The
Spanish language department is the largest non-English department at
The Back to God Hour.

The Chinese language ministry continues to be both extremely satis-
fying and somewhat disappointing. It is extremely satisfying to feel that
we as a denomination are able to penetrate a nation as massive as
Communist China. It is certainly a cause of great rejoicing that the
Rev. Isaac Jen can carry out a daily ministry to that particular part of
the world. At the same time, it is disappointing that it has been impos-
sible up to this point to establish direct contact with listeners to the
broadcast. Hopefully the changing political situation in China—the rise
of the moderates, etc.—may relax the regulations which presently make
it impossible for.Chinese listeners to communicate with us. The willing-
ness of the Rev. Mr. Jen to stay close to the field, also by means of
visits to that area, is very important as he seeks to find ways to establish
listener contact.

The above mentioned ministries of The Back to God Hour—English,
Arabic, Spanish, and Chinese—represent a level of Back to God Hour
operation which can meaningfully be separated from other ministries
which will now be examined. The ministries we have talked about are
performed for the most part within our offices, and they are, conse-
quently, the object of a relatively close supervision by the Radio Com-
mittee. The Back to God Hour is also involved in ministries which are
conducted in foreign countries by nationals there: the French language
ministry, the Portuguese language ministry, the Indonesian language min-
istry, and the Japanese language ministry.

Ministries such as these enable The Back to God Hour to utilize to
the fullest the potential for radio work that exists in the foreign coun-
tries being reached. The use of nationals on the scene insures a high
level of program compatibility with the environment and makes fruitful
follow-up contact with listeners a possibility, The nationals involved are
also concerned to integrate their broadcast ministries with the national
Reformed churches. Thus these foreign broadcast operations are a, very
interesting and important element of our work.
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This broadcast outreach, briefly described, takes on a magnitude that
is overwhelming. When we think of the size of the Christian Reformed
Church and our relative insignificance within the spectrum of denomi-
nations in North America, it is astonishing that we have been called to
carry out a work like this. At the same time, we will not be overly im-
pressed with these ministries when we see them against the background
of the expanding populations of our world, the power of anti-Christian
ideology, and the generally gloomy predictions now being expressed con-
cerning the future of the human race. When we see what we have al-
ready done against such a background, we can only feel compelled to
move forward and continue to express a faith-filled response to our
Lord’s command to us to work while it is day.

In addition to what is presently being done, there is now another area
of broadcasting demanding greater and greater attention. We are talking
about television, The new International Communication Center for The
Back to God Hour, which synod approved last year and which is slated
for completion in early 1976, will be well equipped for television pro-
duction. It is an undeniable fact that we have thus far failed to respond
on 3 large scale to the presence of this medium in North America. Early
efforts represented a courageous and at that time impressive entrance
into television. But over the last several years we have generally disre-
garded this area of broadcasting except for spot announcements. The
Rev. Mr. Boonstra has also produced a number of television programs in
Spanish. It now appears that within North America we are confronted
by a population which is accustomed to receiving information through
television and the church must be willing to pass its proclamation
through the electronic grid which television provides. The television
challenge is not simply a technological one, but it is expressed at its
deepest level in terms of what television does to the communication
process as such, Therefore, we must initially address ourselves to this
problem in the hope that several years of experimentation and trial and
error will gradually enable us to discover how we can best function in
this field. Hopefully, the development of cable television will introduce
into the television scene a totally new situation so far as marketing is
concerned. However, we should not expect that the present situation .
will be modified significantly for several years, possibly not for a decade.

Another important element of The Back to God Hour picture at this
time is the growing contact of our organization with the other boards of
our denomination, Whereas such contact has always been considered
desirable, several events over the last few months have made this con-
tact more meaningful than ever. It has been a pleasure to work with the
Foreign Mission Board through the good offices of the Rev. Henry
Bruinooge in the development of The Back to God Hour Japanese pro-
gram. Moreover, the willingness of the Foreign Mission Board to become
mvolved in a certain amount of follow-up on our behalf, in Africa and
also in South America, is extremely significant, There has also been
serious and important contact with Regional Home Missionaries. Spe-
cial program services have also been developed for missionaries on the
field and it is hoped that these services can be expanded.



SuPPLEMENT — REPORT 1 131

The programs which we carry on and envision are an expression of
faith. We should underscore among ourselves that Back to God Hour
ministries are nothing if they are not a faith venture. The projections
which we present to synod now, in the form of our budget for 1976,
presuppose the favor of our God upon this work in every respect. The
level of responsibility for stewardship within the group of people who
support our work with their contributions is marvelous and must be
recognized as a fruit of God’s Spirit within many hearts. We also have
every reason to believe that many of those who support our work fi-
nancially are also sustaining these ministries with their continual prayers.
We believe that the untold thousands of prayers offered on behalf of
these ministries have been an indispensable element in the advancement
thus far made and such prayers will be present in the future to guaran-
tee that this work will continue to move forward. Thus, from the point
of view of support, the activities which we envision in the years ahead
are an expression of a living faith.

But the activities which The Back to God Hour seeks to accomplish
are also an expression of faith in the sense that they have been pro-
jected because of an inescapable conviction that this work must be done,
and it must be done by us. The question might legitimately be raised for
example, “What possible responsibility do we have for bringing the
Gospel to a country as remote as Indonesia? Our answer to such
queries is immediately formed by our understanding that our Savior is
the Lord of the entire world. It is this vision of the Lordship of Christ,
which will ultimately be expressed as the kings of the earth bring the
glory of the nations into the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:24-26),
which compels us to make plans which we know can be accomplished
only in the power and according to the will of our God. We know that
we cannot accomplish the work which we feel must be done except in
his strength.,

These comments will serve to put into focus the current situation at
The Back to God Hour. As we think about what God has already done
in connection with Back to God Hour ministries, we have every reason
to express great thanksgiving to him for his mercy and for the provision
which he has made for the accomplishment of the tasks which we have
just examined, We also feel a sense of tota]l dependence upon him as we
-seek to conduct ourselves responsibly in terms of our current and future
challenges. Anyone sensitive to the events of the present moment can-
not fail but be impressed with the fact that we are privileged to live
in an extraordinarily significant period in the history of humanity. And
we feel that somehow the work in which we are engaged is part of
God’s response to man’s great predicament, We must be jolned together
in prayer that these ministries as presently constituted and as they will
further grow and expand will be used by Christ Jesus to bring many to
the knowledge of salvation and to usher in the new heavens and the new
earth.

MATTERS REQUIRING SYNODICAL ATTENTION

I. The Radio Committee requests that Dr. J. Nederhood and either
the president, the Rev. D. Negen, or the secretary, the Rev. N, Punt,
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be given the privilege of the floor when Back to God Hour matters are
discussed.

II. The Radio Committee requests that Dr. J. Nederhood be given
permission to address synod on behalf of The Back to God Hour.

II1: Nominations:

Western Canada area: Clarence Wagenaar
Chester Zeilstra
California area: Rev. Dexter Clark
Rev. Sidney Cooper
Pacific Northwest area: Harold Kooy
Lou Stremler
Tri-State area: Willis Duininck
Abe Geurkink
Southern Michigan area: Rev. Jacob Eppinga
Rev. Harlan Vanden Einde
Rocky Mountain area: Rev. Scott Redhouse {incumbent)
Rev. Paul Redhouse
Eastern Canada area*: Henry Groen

William Voortman

IV. The Radio Committee requests that the proposed budget for 1976
be approved and the quota of $21.00 be adopted.

V. The Radio Committee requests that synod recommend The Back
to God Hour for one or more offerings for above quota needs.

The Back to God Hour Radio Committee
Dr. Joel Nederhood, director

* This represents an expansion of our committee to strengthen Ca-
nadian representation, and is for an initial two-year term.
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THR BACK TO GOD ROUR
FINANCIAL REPORT - JANUARY 1 THROUGR DECEMRER 3}, 1974
Receipts:
Synodical Quotas $934,154.99
Churches - Special Offerings 159,972.62
Organizations 17,762.61
Individual Gifts 410,995,25
Foraeign Designated 258,781.39
Station Sponsorship 13,486.96
Other Income 53,125.21
Total Raceipts $1,848,279.03
Disbursementsa:
Broadcasting
Domestic $659,721,02
Foreign
English 100,582,18
Amabilc 87,328.00
Spanish 128,892.73
French 44,023,33
Indonesian 18,070.83
Portuguess 84,600.99
Chinese 34,611.00
Japanese 26,705.29
™ 4,081.35
Recording and Duplicating 44,726.11
Research and Devalopment 1,243.72
Administration
Rudit 1,892,00
Employees Pension Plan 7,431.20
Committee Expanse 6,353.53
Data Processing 6,204.76
Equipment 20,625.58
Insurance 11,963,.32
Maintenance and Repairs 6,500.91
Minister's Pension 3,800.00
Salarien 181,106.64
Social Seacurity Expense €,835.62
Supplies 19,638.85
Travel 17,874.66
Utilities 10,647.23
ramily Altaxr 133,006.71
Sermons 49,766.56
Literature 40,196.72
Minigters' Housing and Allowances 16,258.07
Music Production 666.31
Othar Printing 60,425.63
Profasaional Services 5,156.25
Other Expense 3,220.59

Total Disbursements

$1,852,237,69
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Receipts

Synodical Quotasn

Churches - Special fo!!ingl
Organizations

Individual Gifte

Foreign Designatad

Station Sponsorahip

Other Income

Total Receipts
Disbursements

Broadcasting
Domestic
Poxeign

snglish
Arabic
Spanish
French
Indonesian
Portugusse
Chinesa
Japanesa

™

hmrdlng and Paplicating

h and Devel

Administration
Andit
Employees Pansion Plan
Committee Expunse
Data Processing
Equipment
Insurance
Maintemance and Repair
Minister's Penzion
Salaries
Social Security Expense
Supplies
Travel
Utilitias

Pamily Altar

Sermona

Literature

Minister's Housing and Allowances
Music Production

Other Printing

Professional services

Other Expense

Total Disbursements

51,135,850
200,000
22,000
500,000
600,000
25,000

160,000

729,500

128,000
109,000
179,000
93,000
22,0600
135,000
92,000
105,000
100,000
60,500
2,000

2,000
11,000
7,000
15,800
20,000
20,000
8,000
4,750
267,000
8,000
31,000
24,000
15,000

182,500
70,000
68,000
30,000

1,000
92,000
17,600

3,200

$2,642,850

$2,642,850
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City Station Time KHz City Station Time KHz
ALABAMA A GEORGIA
Greenville - WGYV...oooaLnl 0. 9:30 a.m. 1380 Atlanta - WPCH-VM .............. 8:00 p.m. 94.9
Huntsville - WAAY....... . 8:30a.m. 1550 Atlanta — WSB . .. . . 8:05am. 750
Montgomery WCOV. 9:30 p.m. 1170 Augusta — WBIA .. -10:30 pm. 1230
Ozurk - WOAB-IM .............. 8:302.m. 104.9 Columbus — WPNX . . 10:30 p.m. 1460
ALASKA Savannah - WSAV.............. 10:30 p.m. 630
Anchorage ~KYAK .............. 8:30 am. 650
Nome —KICY........ ...t 8:30 a.m. 850 - - .
North Pole — KINP..-........0 000 4:00 p.m. 1170 Agana —KUAM ..........covuvis 8:30 am. 610
HAWALL
ARIZONA .
Flagstaff — KCLS. ... wvononr.., 8:30pm. 600 Honolulu —KAIM.............. 10:00 p.m. 870
Nogales — KFBR ... ... .o . 1] 7:30 p.m. 1340 1DAHO
Phoenix — KHIP (Sat. .......... 11230 a.m. 1280 Boise — KGEM ...... e 9:00 a.m. 1140
Phocnix = KOOL . ... ... ..ovuns 8:30 a.m 960 Boise ~ KIDO. . ................. 8:30 pm. 630
Prescott ~ KYCA ...v.ooiouau, 8:30 p.m. 1400 Pocatello —KSEl. .............., 8:30 p.m 930
Tuscon —KOPO ................ 8:30 am. 1450 Twin Falls - KLIX.............., 9:00a.m. 1310
ARKANSAS 1LLINOIS
Little Rock — KARN............. :30 p.m 920 Carbondale - WCIL............... 9:30 a.m. 1020
Chicago - WEIM . .............. 10:00 a.m.  99.5
CALIFORNIA gl}'gcago - \%LY%;M ............. g 88 a.m. 103-3
“hicago — WLAK-VYM . ............ :00 am. 94
Presme ~ KNI o a0 b 580 Chicago -- WMAQ (Mon) |11 1:00um. 670
T R Chicago —WMBI ................. 4:30 p.m. 1110
Los Angeles —KH} ........ . ..., 7:30 am. 930 .

5, . ‘Lansing ~ WLNR-I'M . 8:30 am. 106.3
Modesto - KTRB. . ............. 12:00 Noon 860 Rockford — WOI'LF M 7:30 100.9
Modesto — KTRB-IM . ........... 12:00 Noon 104, 1 Reckford —~WROR i Snpm. A80

el . ockford - WROK .............. 9:00 a.m. 1440
Redding - KQMS. . ............. 9:30 p.m. 1400 Urb, WCCR 9:05 580
Sacramento — KEBR-I'M 4:00 p.m. 100.5 rbana ~ WCCR. ... 05am. 1
San Bernardino — KI'XM-. .. .. 830am. 590 INDIANA
San Dicgo - KCBQ ..... ..8:30 am. 1170 . - "

San Dicgo — KITT-FM . 8:30 a.m. 105.3 Crown Point — WFLM-FM ...... ... 8:30a.m. 104.0
San Francisco - KABL ... 8:30 am. 960 Evansville - WGBF ... .. REREREEE : 1280
San Irancisco — KEAR-FM. ... .. 4:00 p.m. 97.3 Lort Wayne — WEFWR............. 1090
Santa Cruz —KSCO. ............. 9:30 p.m. 1028 E?:;lzﬂtl;:lls \;)XJNSI-)I-EM ....... . 192269’
Santa Maria —KUHL............. 8:30a.m. 14 Terre Haute — WAAC . 1360
COLORADO Terre Haute—~ WTHE .. ........... 9:30 p.ni. 1480
Alamosa ~KGIW. . .............. 9:00 a.m. 1450 W
Denver —KOA........ovvuiinnt, 8:30 am. 850 1owa
liort-Collins — KCOL ............. 9:00am. 1410 Ames —KASL ... ..........oonnn 9:30am. 1430
Greeley —KYOU, .. ..............8 30 p.m. 1450 Ames - KASI-FM (Sat) ........... 6:00 p.m. 107.1
Morrison (Dcnver) KWBI-FM ..... 8:30 pm. 911 Cedar Rapids — KHAK. ........... 9:00 a.m. 1360
Pueblo — KPUB . ......oocauninn, 9:00a.m. 1480 Davenport —WOC,.............. 9:00 p.m. 1420
. Des Moines — WHO . ............. 11:00 p.m. 1040
CONNECTICUT lowa City - KXIC................ 9:00 a.m, 800
Hartford - WTIC. .. .............. 8:30a.m. 1080 Knoxville — KTAV-IM............ 9:30 p.m.  92.1
Middictown - WIHS-IFM .......... 2:30 p.m. 104.9 heMarsc— KLEM.l ................ ggg am. {j;g
. ason City - KRIB.............. 130 a.m.
o  DELAWARE Ottumwa —KBIZ. .. .......0ounn. 8:30 a.m. 1240
Wilmington ~ WDEL ............. 10:30 p.m. 1150 Sioux Center — KDCR-EM ....... 9:30 am. 9L.3
& 9:30 p.m.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Watertoo - KXEL . ............... 8:30 am. 1540
Washington — WGMS............. 8:00a.m. 570
Washington ~ WGMS-I'M ... ... .. 8:00 a.m. 103.5 ' KANSAS
Waushington - WWDC . ............ 8:30 a.m. 1260 Colby —KXXX .....cooovvunnn.. 8:30 a.m. 790
_ Topeka - WIBW . .8:30 pm. 580
IFLORIDA Wichita — KI'DI ................ 10:00 p.m. 107