o

A

2

SR o 5 RS
W

N ISR
e A N O NN N
Cosanh i SOV

RIS SRS

o

s




ACTS OF
SYNOD 1972

June 13 to 23, 1972

| At the Fine Arts Center Auditorium
of Knollcrest. Campus, Calvin College,
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Prayer Service for Synod, 1972

Sponsored by

THE SHAWNEE PARK CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
REV. LAWRENCE VELTKAMP, pastor

Fine Arts Center - Calvin College
" Monday, 8:00 P.M. — June 12, 1972

PrRELUDE: “Psalm 427 ... Pachelbel
INnTROIT: “Praise the Lord” ..o French Traditional

*MinisTER: O come and magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt
His Name together.

*ConNGREGATION: I will praise Thee, O Lord w1th my ‘whole heart;
I will show forth all Thy marvelous works T will be glad and
rejoice in Thee I will sing praise to Thy Name, O. Thou most
High.

MinisTER: Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in
whom there is no help.

ConNGREGATION: Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his
help, whose hope is n the Lord his God.

. MmisTer: For unto us belongs confusion of face. But as for God,
His way is perfect; in His light we see light.

ConcrecaTioN: O send out Thy light and Thy truth, let them
lead me; O let them bring me to. Thy holy hill.

Minister: The Lord loveth the gates of Zion; glorious things are
spoken of thee, O city of God.

CONGREGATION: As we have heard so-have we seen in the city of
the Lord of hosts, in the c1ty of our God: God will establish it
forever.

MunisTER: Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the
towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces;
that ye may tell it to the generation following.

CongrecaTiON: For this God is our God forever and ever: He will
be our guide even unto death.

*Praver (concluded with the Lord’s Prayer in unison).
*SALUTATION
*Hymn: ‘“Zion, on the Holy Hills.” Psalter Hymnal 167

Zion, on the holy hills, God, Thy maker, loves thee well;

All thy courts. His presence fills, He delxghts in thee to dwell
Wondrous shall thy glory be, City blest of God, the Lord;"

- Nations shall be born in thee Unto life from death restored.




When the Lord the names shall write Of thy sons, a countless throng,
God most high will thee requite, He Himself will make thee strong.

Then in song and joyful mirth Shall thy ransomed sons agree,
Singing forth throughout the earth: “All my fountains are in thee.”

CuoRr ANTHEM: “Sine Nomine” ... .. Ralph Vaughn-Williams
ScripTURE: John 17:1-19;20:19-23

SeErMoN: “The Sent Ones”
*Hymn: No. 426

SERVICE OF PRAYER:

For our educational endeavors.............. Mr. Raymond Holwerda
Four our kingdom ministries......c..ococeeeeecne Rev. George Vanderhill
For the meetings of synod.......oovii Rev. L. Veltkamp

*Hymn: No. 479
* AFFIRMATION OF FarTH — AposTLES’ CREED (in unison)

*RESPONSE:
Faith of our fathers, living still
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword;
O how our hearts beat high with joy
Whene'er we hear that glorious Word!
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death.

OrrerTORY: “Old Hundredth” i ...Pachelbel
Offering for Fvangelism Thrust :

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING:
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow . . .."”

*BENEDIGTION
*Cromr: “Psalm 98~ Louis Bourgeois
Arr: by Dick Van Halsema
Postrupe: “Come Holy Ghost” , J. S. Bach

*Congregation standing.

Music at the service of prayer is provided by Shawnee Park Choir under the
direction of Professor John Worst. Organist is Mrs. Betty Van Till.
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ACTS OF SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 13, 1972
First Session

ARTICLE 1
The Rev. Lawrence Veltkamp, pastor of the Shawnee Park Christian
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan, the convening church,
calls the assembly to order and leads in devotions, synod praying in unison
the O pening Prayer for Ecclesiastical Assemblies.

ARTICLE 2
On behalf of the convening church, the Rev. Veltkamp welcomes the
delegates to synod and addresses the assembly as follows:

Delegates to the Synod of 1972, fraternal delegates, advisors, and friends:

In behalf of the Shawnee Park Church and its consistory I extend a warm
welcome to all of you to the sessions of the Synod of 1972, We are grateful that
God has brought you here in safety, eager like ecclesiastical hounds on a leash
to be set free to devour that all-meat dish the agenda. The church will sit by
patiently as this gastronomic orgy of the mind takes place.

If these are the days that try men’s souls, you can expect that yours will be
severely tried in the immediate days ahead as you struggle to give shape to truth
through your decisions as these will effect the life of the church within and
effect the influence of the church without. Your souls will be tried most intensely
because you understand as representatives of the church that you cannot act in
your own right, or arbitrarily, or expediently, but only in the name of your King.

These will be agonizing days ahead as your consciences struggle to know the
will of Christ, to understand the true welfare of the church, the needs of the
world, and then to act upon that insight, all the while sensitive to the truth, to
responsibility and to opportunity.

Your agenda is a weighty one, for there are many words there. To do justice
to it will require the best of your energies, intelligence and wisdom, but above
all much prayer and great endowment of the Holy Spirit who was promised to
lead the church into the truth. May God grant to you the fullness of these
resources.

You are men of great diversity and varied talent. Respect each other and
accept each other. Let there be openness and honesty in dealing with each other’s
insights. Let all arrogance and pride be set aside, and all pettiness and smallness
of spirit. Deal with each other as brothers, let charity prevail, strive for unity;
but at the touchstone of truth, not for the sake of expediency. Be impatient with
trivia, with extravagance of words, with exhibitionism and with fruitless pe-
danticism. Shape your effort and your action to the service of your King and
his church.

I have compiled a few gems of divine wisdom from the Word of God said in
ancient days to guide men in the life of the church, and who can question that
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they can help us still? “Let everything be done decently and in order - - - Let
brotherly love continue - - - Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus
- - -Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace - - - Let

nothing be done through strife or vain glory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than himself, Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving
the Lord.” May God bless everyone of you and equip you by his Spirit to be
his instrument for good at this moment of our history in the church. May the
vow of each one of us be this: “For the sake of ‘the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek thy good.”

L. Veltkammip:

ARTICLE 3
The president pro-tem requests the Stated Clerk to call the roll of
delegates, and the credentials of our thirty-seven classes indicate that the
following delegates are present:

Classis Alberta North

Ministers........ Rev. J. W. Postman Elders.............. Mr. D). Van Dyke
Rev. J. Vriend . : - Mr. John De Leeuw
Classis Alberta South
Ministers .......Rev. L. Mulder Elders.............. Mr. D. Bouwsema
Rev. H. Wildeboer : Mr. B. Sterenberg
Classis British Columbia '
Ministers.........Rev.. B, Nederlof Elders.............. Mr. D, De Rover
Rev, J. Kits : Mr, W, Grifficen
_ Classis Cadillagc
Ministers........ Rev. G. Compaan Elders..............Mr. H, Boehm
) - Rev. S. Bultman i Mr. H. King
Classis California South
Ministers ........ Rev. J. Hasper Elders.............. Mr. H. De Blaey
Rev..]. Howerzyl _ Mr. J. Emerson. .
_ ' Clagsis Central California ‘
Ministers........ Rev. C. W. Flietstra Elders.............. Mr. J. Van Hofwegen
. ) Rev. R. Kok i " Mr. R. Bode
Classis Chatham :
Ministers ........ Rev. G. Bouma Elders.............. Mr. J. M. Renkema
Rev. J. W. Van Weelden Mr. H. Mulder
. _ . _Classis Chicago North
Ministers......... Rev. E. Shuart Elders.........._.. Mr. J. Heerema
. Rev./G. Vanderhill  ° ~ Mr. A. Hoving
Classis Chicago South
Ministers......... Dr. A. C. De Jong REiders......_.... Mr, M. C. Doot
Rev. R: G. Timmerman : Mr. B. Werkman
. Classis Cohmubia '
Ministers ........ Rev, H. Leestma . Elders.............. Mr, W. B, Jansen

Rev. J. A. Petersen . ‘ Mr. C. Van Dalfsen

Classis Eastern Canada

Ministers ... Rev. H. Vander Plaat Elders............Mr. G. van ’t Foort
: Rev. J. De Pater - c : Mr. Y. DeBruyn
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Classis Florida -

Ministers........ Rev. E. Tamminga Elders.............. Mr: M. Zylstra
Rev. E. Heerema Mr. R, Zeeff
Classis Grand Rapids Ezist
Ministers......... Rev. M. R. Doornbos Elders..........:o.. . Mr. P. J. Zondervan
Rev. C. Boomsma Mr, T. Ribbens
Classis Grand Rapids North
—Ministers=...Revi'W: Haverkamp Elders..200 D, W. Rooks
Rev. G. Rozenboom Mr. N. Rickers
Classis Grand Rapids South
Ministers....... Rev. G. Holwerda Elders......... w....Dr, H, J. Kreulen
Rev. J. M. Hofman Mr. H, Meyers
Classis Grandvitle .
Ministers.._..... Rev. H. DeWolf Elders........ouu.. Mr. J. Steenstra
Rev. H. Erffmeyer Mr. G. VanderKam
) Classis. Hackensack
Ministers........ Rev. 8. Vander Klay Elders.............. Mr. P. Steenland
) Rev. A, Van Zanten Mr. G. Schultze
_ " Classis Hamilton
Ministers ........ Rev. J. J. Hoytema Elders.............. Mr. H. Douma
Rev. H. De Bolster Mr. D, Wesseling
_ _ C Classis Holland _
Ministers........Rev. B. Den Ouden Elders.............. Mr. R. Holwerda
Rev. J. Leugs o Dr. J. Zoetewey
: : Classis Hudson
Ministers........ Rev. N. R. Prins Elders.............. Dr, D. L. Olson
Rev R W. De Vries Mr-DBBush; St;
- Classis Huron _
Ministers ........ Rev. J. C. Derksen Elders......c...... Mr. J. Sloot
Rev. G. Nonnekes : Mr. R. Lubbers
Classis Tlliana
Ministers........Rev. J. C. Scholten Elders.............. Mr. W. Van Bruggen
Rev. A. J. Vander Griend Mr. H. Wm. Otte
Classis Kalamazoo
Ministers .......Rev, J. Mulder Elders.............. Mr. A. Bishop
Rev. H. Brink ) Mr. P. Nieboer
_ Classis Lake Erie : _
Ministers......_.Rev. 8. Draayer Elders.............. Mr. K. Ludema -
Rev. W, Lenters _ - Mr. J. Batts
Classis Minnesota North
Ministers ........ Rev. G. D. Mouw Elders.............. Mr. D. Buteyn
: Rev. A. G. Van Eek Mr. A. Geurkink
Classis Minnesota South
Rev. B. Den Herder ~Elders............

Ministers........
. -2 Rev.N.Roorda

Mr.T. Koopman, Sr,
- Mr. D. Fikse =~ .
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Classis Muskegon

Ministers........ Rev. N, Meyer - Elders.............. Dr. M. De Kryger
Rev. J. Morren Mr. A. Vissia
Classis Northcentral Towa
Ministers......... Rev. H. Hollander Elders.............. Mr. J. Koldenhoven
Rev. A, Van Heyst Mr. G. Bakker
Classis Orange City
Ministers ........ Rev. H. De Groot Elders Mr. M, Hofman
Rev. H. Hiemstra Mr. J. Broek, Jr.
Classis. Pacific Northwest.
Ministers ........ Rev. J. Wesseling Elders.............. Mr. E. Roosma
Rev. D. Negen Mr. H. Bosman
Classis Pella
Ministers........ Rev, S. Kramer Elders.............. Mr. R, Monsma
Rev. P. E. Bakker Mr. 8. Gabrielse
Classis Quinte
Ministers......... Rev. C. D, Tuyl Elders............... Mr. A. Van Belle
Rev. A, Vanden Berg Mzr. H. Pel
Classis Rocky Mountain
Ministers ._..... Rev. J. Vander Laan " Elders. ... Rev, C. Bajema
Rev. W. Leys M:_'. E. W. Boot
Classis Sicux Center
Ministers_..._.Rev. ]J. Enghers - Elers.............. Mr. H, Vander Luit
Rev. H. Vanden Heuvel Mr. C. Visscher
Classis Toronto
Ministers........ Rev. P. Jonker Elders.............. Mr. A. Snippe
Rev. J. Vos - ‘Mr. F, Masselink
Classis Wisconsin
Ministers ........ Rev. P, W, Vis Elders............. Mr. F. Stremler
’ Rev. G. E. De Vries Mr. H. Wiersma
Classis Zeeland
Ministers ........ Rev. C, Bolt - Elders......._.. Mr. M. De Young
. Rev. W, Van Rees Mr. W. C. Bakelaar
ARTICLE 4

Synod is now declared constituted and proceeds to elect by ballot the
following officers: ¥
a. President, the Rev. Clarence Boomsma
b. Vice-President, the Rev. William Haverkamp
¢. First Clerk, the Rev. Bastiaan Nederlof
d. Second Clerk, Mr, Raymond Holwerda

ARTICLE 35 .

The president of synod, the Rev. Clarence Boomsma, expresses the
appreciation of synod to the president pro-tem, the Rev. Lawrence Velt-
kamp, for his service Monday evening and for his services connected with
the opening of synod. He acknowledges gratefully the confidence shown
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to the-officers of synod by the delegates and he solicits their prayers for
God’s blessing upon the work of the officers and of the entire synod.

‘ ARTICLE 6 :
The president, having requested the delegates to rise, reads the public
declaration of agreement with the forms of unity and the delegates re-
spond with their “amen.” o ‘

ARTICLE 7 -
The president of synod welcomes the presidents of Calvin Seminary

and College, the faculty advisers, representatives of denominational
boards and the editors of The Banner and De Wachter. '

ARTICLE 8
The following time schedude is adopted: morning session, 8:30-11:45;
afterncon, 1:30-5:45; evening, 7:30-9:30. Coffee hreaks at 10:00 am.,
and 3:30 p.m, ' R
"The morning session is closed with prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 13, 1972
Second Session :

ARTICLE 9
After opening devotions, the Rev. James Lont, of the Chaplain’s Com-
mittee, introduces Chaplain Henry Guikema, who speaks in behalf of
seventeen active military chaplains, requesting intercession and support
for the men in military service. : . :

ARTICLE 10

- The president of synod announces the following appointments:

a. Obituary Committee: the Revs. 8, Kramer and ]. W. Van Weelden.

b. Reception Committee: the Revs. N. Meyer and A. J. Vander
Griend.

¢. Devotional Assignments: Mr. P, J. Zondervan.

d. Dining Room Procedures: the Rev. J. A. Petersen. .

e. News Releases: the Revs. William Haverkamp and J. A. Mulder.

ARTICLE 11

The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Interim Committee
{Report 50). The following recommmendations are presented :

A. That synod reappoint Mr. E. Z, Blankers, Mr. H. Vermeer, Mr. F.
Hollebeek, Dr. G. Stob and their alternates and the Rev. J. Van Har-
melen for a three-year term as members of the Synodical Interim Com-
Iittee, . - _ —Adopted

B. That synod approve the amendment of Article IX of the Articles
of Incorporation for the Christian Reformed Church Synod Trustees to
read as follows: “The Board of Trustees other than the first Board of
Trustees shall consist of not more than twenty-four {24) members, nor
less than fifteen (15), as may be determined from time to time by the
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Synod of the Christian Reformed Church at its annual meeting or at a
special meeting called for that purpose.” (See Section I) —Adopted

C. That synod approve the amendment of part of By-Law III which
now provides, “The number of trustees of the corporation shall not exceed
seven (7),” so that it will henceforth read, “The number of trustees of
the corporation shall not exceed twenty-four (24).” (See Section I)

—Adopted
D. That synod approve the appointments made by the Synodical In-
terim Committee. (See Section IT) —Adopted

E. That synod approve, the continuation of the Synodical Program
Committee Rules as adopted by the Synod of 1970. (See Secion III C)
—Adopted

F. That synod approve the policy that agencies receiving denomina-
tional support shall not ordinarily send speakers to synod in view of the
fact that these agencies have opportunity to make their needs known
through our denominational representatives, may prepare exhibits for
synod, may consult advisory committees, and may serve their causes better
through appeals directly to our congregations. (See Section ITI D, 1)

—-Adopted

G. That synod declare that the terms of office of classical represen-
tatives to our denominational boards begin and terminate on September
1 of the year of appointment or termination. —Adopted

H. That synod approve the emergency grant from the Synodical Ex-
pense Fund given to the West Side Christian School Society for emer-
gency busing deficits. (See Section IIT E) —Adopted

I. That synod approve the transfer of the balance in the Christian
Reformed Resettlement Service Fund to the Synodical Expense Fund.
(See Section IV A) —Adopted

J. That synod approve a one-year extension to fulfill the mandate to
nominate a Denominational Financial Coordinator. (See Section IV C)
—Adopted

K. That synod approve the extenswn of time to study a uniform salary
policy (Overture 58, 1971) until after the appointment of a Denomina-
tional Financial Coordinator. (See Section IV D) —Adopted

ARTICLE 12

The Stated Clerk presents the Report of the Program Committee,
recommending approval of the following Advisory Committees:

CoMMITTRE 1 — Appeals and Protests I

Chairman, the Rev. W. Van Rees; Reporter, the Rev. M. Doornbos; the Revs.
P. Bakker, G. De Vries, H. De Wolf, L. Mulder; Elders H. Meyers, P. Nieboer,
G. Schultze, D. Wesseling, R. Zeefl ; Faculty adviser, Prof. R. Recker.

CoMMITTEE 2 — Appeals and Protests IT

Chairman, the Rev, J. Howerzyl; Reporter, the Rev. J. A. Petersen; the Revs.
N. Meyer, J. J. Hoytema; Elders W. C. Bakelaar, E. W. Boot, H. De Blaey, J.
Sloot, P. Steenland, W. Van Bruggen; Faculty adviser, Dr. H. Zwaanstra.
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CommrrTRE 3 — Church Order No. I

Chairman, the Rev. Dr. A. De Jong; Reporter, the Rev. J. B, Vos; the Revs.
G. Bouma, S. Bultman, S. Vander Klay, A. G.'Van Eek; Elders G. Bakker, H.
Bosman, Dr. M. De Kryger, H. Pel, P. J. Zondervan; Faculty adviser, Dr. A.
Bandstra. ’
CommrTTEE 4 — Church Order No. IT

Chairman, the Rev. E. Heerema; Reporter, the Rev. G. Rozenboom; the Revs.
C. Bajema, R. W. De Vries, J. Kits, A. Vanden Berg, A. Van Zanten; Elders J.
Broek, Jr., Y. De Bruyn, D. Fikse, Dr. W. Rooks; Faculty adviser, Dr. J. Krom-
minga.
CoMMITTEE 5 ~— Doctrinal Matters

Chairman, the Rev. P. M. Jonker; Reporter, the Rev. J. Hasper; the Revs.
G. Compaan, J. Engbers, A. J. Vander Griend; Elders D. Buteyn, H. Douma,
Dr. H. J. Kreulen, T. Ribbens, F. Stremler, Dr. D. Zoetewey; Faculty adviser,
Dr. A. A. Hoekema.

CoMMITTEE 6 — Educational Matters

Chairman, the Rev. J. M. Hofman; Reporter, the Rev. J. Leugs; the Revs. H.
Hiemstra, W. Lenters, E. Tamminga, R. G. Timmerman; Elders J. De Leeuw,
J. Heerema, R. Lubbers, K. Ludema, Dr. D. L. Olson; Faculty advisers, Dr. J.
Kromminga, Dr. W, Spoelhof.

ComMITTEE 7 — Inter-Church

Chairman, the Rev. J. Mulder; Reporter, the Rev. J. Morren; the Revs. G. D.
Mouw, N. R. Prins, H. Wildeboer; Elders S. Gabrielse, T. Koopman, Sr., H, W.
Otte, A. Van Belle, C. Visscher; Faculty adviser, Dr. A, Bandstra.

CoMMITTEE 8 — Foreign Missions

Chairman, the Rev. C. Bolt; Reporter, the Rev. S. Draayer; the Revs. C. W
Flietstra, G. Nonnekes, J. W, "Van Weelden, P, W. Vis; Elders A. Bishop, M
Hofman, H. King, C. Van Dalfsen, A. Vlssxa, Faculty adviser, Prof. R. Recker.
CommITTEE 9 — Home Missions
- Chairman, the Rev. J. Wesseling; Reporter; the Rev. G, Holwerda; the Revs.
B. Den Ouden, R. Kok, J. W. Postman, H. Vander Plaat; Elders R. Bode, H.
Boehm, R. Monsma, D. Van Dyke, H. Wiersma, M. Zylstra; Faculty adviser,
Prof. H. Dekker.

ComMITTEE 10 — Publication Matters

Chairman, the Rev. J. Vriend; Reporter, the Rev. D. Negen; the Revs. J. C.
Derksen, S. Kramer, W. Leys, N. Roorda, H. Vanden Heuvel; Elders M. Doot,
A. Geurkink, N. Rickers, G. Vander Kam, G. van ’t Foort; Faculty adviser, Dr.
D. Engelhard.

CoMurTTEE 11 — Appointments

Chairman, the Rev. J. C. Scholten; Reporter, the Rev, G. Vanderhill; the Revs.
H. De Bolster, H. De Groot, C. Tuyl; Elders D. De Rover, M. De Young, J. M.
Renkema, E. Roosma, J. Steenstra, B. Werkman,

ComMITTEE 12 — Budget Matters

Chairman, Elder J. Emerson; Reporter, the Rev. E. Shuart; the Revs. H.
Brink, H. Hollander; Elders D. Bouwsema, D. Bush, Sr., A, Hoving, W. B. Jan-
sen, H. Mulder, A. Snippe, H. Vander Luit, J. Van Hofwegen.
CoMMITTEE 13 — Varia Matters

Chairman, the Rev. H. Erffmeyer; Reporter, the Rev. J. Vander Laan; the
Revs. B, Den Herder, J. De Pater, H. Leestma, A. Van Heyst; Elders J. Batts,
W. Griffioen, J. Koldenhoven, F. Masselink, B, Sterenberg, Faculty adviser, Prof.

H. Dekker.
—Adopted
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ARTICLE 13

. The Rev. L. ]J. Hofman, Secretary of the Board of Trustees presents

the following:

1. The board recommends that synod declare the following as candi-
dates for the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church:

Ben Becksvoort
Merle Bierema
Harry J. Bierman
Joel Boot

Calvin Bremer
George Cooper
Jacobus Corvers
Mark Dawies

Peter De Haan
Merle Den Bleyker

Robert W. De Vries -

Gerald Erffmeyer
Ronald Fynewever
Donald Hekman
Frederick Heslinga
A. James Heynen
Peter Holwerda
Carl L. Kammeraad
Paul Kortenhoven
Donald Lagerwey

John Lamsma

Terry Lapinsky
Alfred Lindemulder .
Peter Nicolai

Peter Niewiek

Russell Palsrok.
Gerald Postema

John Postuma
Edwin Roels

Neal Rylaarsdam
Stephen Sietsma
Harvey Stob

Dave Tigchelaar
Siebren Van Daalen
William Vanden Bosch
Jack Vanden Heuvel
Marvin Vander Vliet
John Van Schepen
Kenneth Van Wyk
John Visser

The president of synod offers prayer and then synod votes by ballot.

The recommendation is adopted.

2. The board recommends that the candldacy of the followmg be ex-

tended for one year:
Edwin Dykstra
Richard Rienstra

The session is closed with prayer.

 —Ado /Jted

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 14, 1972

Thixd Session
ARTICLE 14

The session is opened with devotions.
The roll is called and all delegates are present. :
The concept minutes of Tuesday’s sessions are read and approved

ARTICLE 15

Advisory Commiittee 13, Varia, the Rev. J. Vander Laan reporting,

presents the following:

I. CuarLAIN COMMITTEE
A. Material: Report 9.
B. Recommendations:

1. That the chairman of the Chaplain Committee be perrmtted to

speak at synod in matters pertaining to the committee.

—Adopted
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2. That both active duty military and institutional chaplains who may
be present during synod’s sessions be presented to the synod and that one
of each category so designated by the committee be granted the privilege
of a brief word to synod. —Adopted

II. CurisTIAN LAYMEN’s LEAGUE

A. Material: Report 23

B. Observations: This organization was previously known as the Chris-
tian Reformed Laymen’s League and has changed its name. The chil-
dren’s TV program, called BLAST OFF, has enjoyed a good reception.

C. Recommendation: That synod continue to name a representative to
the Christian Laymen’s League. , , —Adopted

ITI. Unitep CALvINIST YOUTH

A. Material: Report 29

B. Observations:

The United Calvinist Youth organization is performing a valuable
service for the children and young people of our churches and is also
looking for new ways to reach those youth who are unchurched. We
commend the various directors and their staffs for the fine work they
are doing for us.

Since the quota received by this organization is only for their building
expense, they again ask that synod recommend their causes to the
churches for one or more offerings. The four causes are:

1. Calvinettes (a division of United Calvinist Youth)

2. Calvinist Cadet Corps (a division of United Calvinist Youth)

3. Young Calvinist Federation (a division of United Calvinist Youth)

4. Young Calvinist Servicemen’s ministry (a Young Calvinist Federa-

tion service)

C. Recommendation: That synod gratefully acknowledge the work of
the United Calvinist Youth organization, ‘~Adopted

IV. ComMITTEE To STupy HoMosEXUAL PROBLEMS
A. Material: Report 35.

. B. Recommendation: That synod acknowledge the progress of the
work -of the committee and await the report of the committee next year.
—Adopted

(Report of Advisory Commiitee 13 continued in Art. 25.)

~ Following closing prayer, synod meets in committees.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14, 1972
Fourth Session

7 : ARTICLE 16
: The session begms with devotions,

- Advisory Committee 11, Appointments, the Rev G. Vanderhlll report-
ing, presents the followmg :



18 Acts orF Synop, 1972

1. Boarp oF ForeieNn MISSIONS
A. Material: Report 3,

B. Recommendation: That synod appoint Dr, Roger S Greenway as
Area Secretary for Latin America. —Adopted

II. Boarp or PUBLICATIONS
A. Material: Report 5.

B. Recommendations:

1

That synod reappoint to the bducatmn Committee:
Mr. Bernard Scholten (3-year term)
Mr. Marion Vos (3-year term)
_ Rev. Earl Schlpper {1-year term) ' ' —Adopted
2. That synod reappoint to the Periodicals Committee: '
Dr. Andrew Bandstra (3-year term)

Joseph T. Daverman (3-year term)  —Adopted
3. That synod reappoint to the Business Committee:
Mr. Gordon Quist (3-year term) - —Adopted

III. EpucATioNAL AssSISTANCE To (HURGHES ABROAD

A. Material: Report 11, '

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod reappoint the Rev. Duane VanderBrug and the Rev.
Ralph Heynen for a 3-year term to the FEducational Assistance. to
Churches Abroad Committee. : —Adopted

2. That synod approve the schedule of membersth expiration:

Two in 1972, two in 1973, three in 1974, = -

Note: Synod established no specific terms of service. —Adopted

IV. Funp ror NEEDY CHURCHES

A. Material: Report 12,

B. Recommendation: That synod reappoint Mr. George Vander Wer-
ken and the Rev. Henry De Mots for 3-year terms to the Fund for Needy
Churches Committee, —Adopted

V. Cuurca Herp Fuwnp, Inc.

A. Material: Report 10,

B. Recommendation: That synod reappoint the Rev. Willard De
Vries for a 3-year term to the Church Help Fund, —Adopted

VI. INTER-CrURCE ReraTrons

A. Material: Report 14, _

B. Recommendation: That synod reappoint Dr. John H. Bratt for a
3-year term to the Inter-Church Relations Committee, - —Adopted

VII. Unorbainen EmrLoYEES’ PENsioN Funp

A. Material: Report 18.

B. Recommendation: That synod reappoint Mr. Al Bielema and Mr,
Gerard Borst for 3-year terms to the Unordained Employees’ Pension
Fund, —Adopted

(Report of Adwsory Committee 11 continued in Article 20.) ‘
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: . ARTICLE 17
The Rev. J. Leugs, reporter for Advisory Committee 6, Educational
Matters, presents the following: '

I. RecommenDaTION: That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the
Rev. Henry Vander Kam, president of the Board of Trustees, and to the
Rev. Leonard Hofman, secretary of the board, to allow them to repre-
sent the board on matters relating to the work of Calvin College and

Seminary. —Adopted

II. RETREMENT oF COLLEGE FacuLTy MEMBERS

A. Material: Report 24, item C, 1, f.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod confirm the action of the Board of Trustees in conferring
upon two. professors who are retiring from the faculty of the college the
appropriate titles as follows: Dr. William T. Radius, Professor of Classi-
cal Languages, Emeritus; and Professor John De Bie, Assistant-Professor
of History, Emeritus. : —Adopted

2. That synod recognize with appreciation their services to the college
and to the church at large at an appropriate festive occasion, on Tuesday
evening, June 20th, with the evening meal as a testimonial dinner.

‘ —Adopted

III. 25 YEars or SERVICE ON TaE CoLLece FAcULTY

A. Material: Report 2A, item C, 1, j, 2.

B. Recommendation: That synod recognize the 25 years of service
given to the college by Professor Henry Bengelink, Professor James De
Jonge, Dr. Thedford Dirkse, and Dr. John Vanden Berg, and that synod
recognize them at a testimonial dinner in their honor on Tuesday evening,
June 20, o : —Adopted

IV. New APPOINTMENTS To CorLEGeE FacurTy

A. Materials: '

1. Report 2. '

2. Report 2A.

B. Recommendation: That synod approve the following new staff ap-
pointments to Calvin College: :

1. Robert J. Albers, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of - Chemistry for two
years. = e
- 2. Gordon De Blaey, Ph.DD., Assistant Professor of -Sociclogy for two
years, : e
3. Peter Y. De Jong, M.A., Assistant Professor of Sociology for  two
years. .
4. Wayne Joosse, M.A., Assistant Professor of Psychology for two years.

5. Harry Kiefte, Ph.D,, Visiting Assistant Professor of Physics for two
years. ‘ S

6. Charles Miller, Ph.D., Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs for two
years. o o S

7. Roger Stouwie, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology for two
years, Sr e nt
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8. Larry Teitsma, M.A., Counselor in the Broene Counseling Center
for two years.

9. Jack R. Van Der Slik, Ph.D., Visiting Associate Professor of Polit-
ical Science for one year.

10. David ]. Winsenz, Ph.D., Guest Lecturer in Psychology for one
year.

11. George Zuiderveen, M.A., Counselor in the D1v1s1on of Student
Affairs for two years, —Adopted

V. FACULTY REAPPOINTMENTS
A. Materials:
1. Report 2.
2. Report 2A.
B. Recommendation: That synod approve the.following reappoint-
ments to Calvin College: (italics indicates change in rank or tenure)
1. Mrs. Claude-Marie Baldwin, B.A., Visiting Assistant in Romance
Languages (French) for one year.
2. Henry Baron, M.A., Assistant Professor of English for four years,
3. N. Henry Beversluis, Ed.D., Professor of Education with perma-
nent tenure.
*4. Donald L. Boender, M.A., Dean of Men for three years.
5. Martin J. Bolt, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology for two

years.

6. Mrs. Helen Bonzelaar, M.A., Assistant Professor of Art for three
years.

7. Robert Bosscher, M.A., Assistant Professor of Economlcs for two
years.

8. Herbert J. Brinks, Ph.D., Professor of History with permanent
tenure.

9. Mrs. Elsa Cortina, Doctora en Pedagogia, Assistant Professor of
Romance Languages (Spanish) for four years.

10. Robert De Vries, M.A,, Instructor in Political Science for two
years.

11. Paul Henry, Ph.D., Assistant. Professor of Political Science for two
years. :
12. Henry Hoeks, M.C.E., Assistant Professor of Religion and The-
ology for two years.

13. Dennis Hoekstra, Ed.D., Professor, with assignment to the So-
ciology Department for two years.

14. Harmon D. Hook, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English for two
years.
*15. Wayne K. Hubers, M.A., Director of Student Financial Aid for
four years.

16. Robert A. Jensen, M.F. A Assoctate Professor of Art with perma-
nent tenure. :

17. James D. Korf, M.A., VlSltlI'lg Instructor in Speech for two years.

18. Bernard Kreuzer, M.A., Associate Professor of Germanic Lan-
guages for two years.



Acts oF SyNop, 1972 21

19. Sanford C. Leestma, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Mathematics
for four years,
*20. Marvin Monsma, M.A., M.A.L.S., Director of the Library for
four years.
21. Richard J. Mouw, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Philosophy for
two years.
22. Delwyn G. Nykamp, M.A., Assistant Professor of Speech for two
years.
23. Kenneth Piers, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Chemistry for four
years.
24. William A. Sanderson, MA BD., S.T.\M, Associate Professor of
Psychology for four years,
25. Donald H. Smalligan, M.B.A., M.S.W., Assistant Professor of So-
ciology for two years.
*26. William K. Stob, B.D., Th.M,, Dean of Student Activities for four
years.
27. Leonard Sweetman, B.D., Associate Professor of Religion and
Theology with permanent tenure.
28. Robert Terborg, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology for four
years.
29. James Timmer, M.A,, Assistant Professor of Physical Education for
two years.
30. Ronald C. Vander Kooi, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Sociology
for two years,
31. Lambert Van Poolen, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Engineering
for two years.
32. Howard J. Van Till, Ph.D., Professor of Physics with permanent
tenure.
33. George Van Zwalenberg, Ph.D., Professor of Mathematics with
permanent tenure,
34. John B. Van Zytveld, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Physics for four
ears.
¢ 35. Frederic R. Walker, Ed.D., Visiting Assistant Professor of Educa-
tion for two years.
36. Marvin A. Zuidema, P.E.D., Professor of Physical Education (per-
manent tenure was granted in 1967).
37. Evelyn Weidenaar, M.A.L.S., Librarian for two years.
*38. Mrs. Gretchen Zuiderveen, B.A., Dean of Women for one year.
—Adopted

*Administration

VI. KNOLLCREST WoORSHIP SERVICES
A. Material: Report 2A.

B. Recommendation: That synod approve the recommendation of the
Board of Trustees, “that synod make permanent the present plans of
worship services for students residing on the Knollcrest Campus, found in
the Acts of Synod, 1966, pp. 155, 156.”
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Grounds:

1. It is imperative to hold services at Kno]lcrest There is a large con-
centration of students and there are not enough neighboring churches to
take care of them. Busing is impractical, both from the standpoint of
cost and of the inconvenience to the churches to which students are
bused.

2. The students have responded favorably in terms of attendance to
the sort of arrangements proposed. '

3. This arrangement makes local consistories responsible for worship
services, thus taking due cognizance of the principles of Reformed church
worshlp and polity..

4. This arrangement takes due cognizance of the circumstances and
needs of the resident students and of those who are most directly involved
with student life by providing for the continual cooperation of the com-
mittee and the college chaplain.

‘5. The response of students to the years of experiment seems to indi-
cate that this is the most workable arrangement. —Adopted

VII. Puase III oF CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN
A. Material: Report 2A.
B. Recommendation: That synod urge all churches to respond lib-
erally to the solicitations which will be made in late 1972 and early 1973.
—Adopted

VIII. REAPPOINTMENT OF PrOFEsSsor HENRY ZwAANSTRA

A. Material: Report 2.
. B. Recommendation: That synod reappoint Professor Henry Zwaan-
stra as Associate Professor of Historical Theology with permanent tenure.
(It is to be noted that the rank of professor will be awarded when he has
received his doctorate from the Free University.) —Adopted

IX. Vacancy IN THE PracTicAL THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT

A. Material: Report 2.

B. Recommendation: That synod delay for one year a regular appoint-
ment to the staff of the Practical Theology Department.

Ground: The additional year will enable the seminary faculty to com-
plete its unfinished study of the particular position to be filled in the De-
partment of Practical Theology, as well as the preparation of a nomina-
tion to that position. —Adopted

X. AprPoINTMENT OF Co-orDINATOR OF FIELD EpucaTion

A. Maierial: Report 2A.

B, Recommendations:

1. That synod approve the appointment of the Rev. Dirk Lieverdink
as Co-ordinator of Field Education until December 31, 1972. —Adopted

2. That synod approve the appointment of the Rev. Martin Geleynse
as Co-ordinator of Field Education for the perlod of January 1, 1973,
through May 31, 1974. ——Adopted

(Report of Adv1sory Committee 6 is continued in Article 34.)
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ARTICLE 18
Committee 7, Inter<Church, the Rev. J. Morren reportmg, presents the
following:

I. BisLE TrANSLATION COMMITTEE

A. Materials:

1. Report No. 8.

2. Letter from the World Home Bible League, sent to the Stated Clerk
of synod, dated June 9, 1972,

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod do not accede to the request of the World Home Bible
League asking that the Bible Translation Committee be instructed by
synod to advise the World Home Bible League re suggested alterations in
the text of “Living Letters.”

Grounds:

a. This would change the mandate of the Bible Translation Committee
so that instead of serving in a reviewing capacity it would essentially be
making a new translation.

b. The World Home Bible League is free to communicate pmvately
with the members of the Bible Translation Committee without the synod-
ical action which was requested in its letter of June 9, 1972, —Adopted

2. That synod take note of the Bible Translation Committee’s intention
to review The Living Bible: Paraphrased in The Banner and De Wachter
and thank the committee for its efforts. —Adopted

3. That synod acquiesce in the Bible Translation Committee’s request
for a replacement on their committee, and for an additional member
with special competence in Old Testament, —Adopted

II. AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

A. Material: Report No. 19,

B. Recommendation: That synod commend the work of the American
Bible Society, recognize this organization as worthy of our prayers and
continued support, and thank our synodical representative for his report.

—Adopted

III. CanapiAN BiBLE SociETY

A. Material: Report No. 20. .

B. Recommendation: That synod commend the work of the Canadian
Bible Society, recognize this organization as worthy of our prayers and
continued support, and thank our synodical representative for his report.

—ddopted

IV. Lorp’s Day ArriaNceE oF THE UNITED STATES

A. Material: Report No. 25.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod commend the work of the Lord’s Day Alliance of the
United States, recognize this organization as worthy of our prayers and
continued suppor’t and thank our synodical representatlve for his report.

A —Adopted
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2, That synod maintain representation on the Lord’s Day Alliance
Board. —Adopied

3. That synod do not accede to the request to declare September 10th,
annually, to be the “Lord’s Day Observance Sunday.”

Ground: A previous synod has discouraged the proliferation of Sundays
that are designated by terms other than the Lord’s Day. (See Acts of
Synod 1964, Art. 45, p. 26). —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued in Article 28.)

The afternoon session is closed with devotions.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 15, 1972
Fifth Session

ARTICLE 19
This session of synod is opened with devotions. The roll is called and
all are present. Concept minutes of the previous day are read and ap-

proved.
ARTICLE 20

Committee 11, Appointments, the Rev. G. Vanderhill reporting, pre-
sents the followmg
(Report of Advisory Committee 11 continued from Article 16)

I. CaNapiaN BiBLE SociETY

A. Material: Report 20

B. Recommendation: That synod appoint the Rev. Ken Verhulst
(formerly the alternate) as member of the Board of Directors of the Ca-
nadian Bible Society. —Adopted

II. WorrLp HoMe BIBLE LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVE
A. Material: Letter from World Home Bible League.
B. Recommendation: That synod stipulate that its representative to the
World Home Bible League be a minister from the Chicago area.
Ground: The board of the World Home Bible League meets in the
Chicago area and the presence of a synodical representative is desired.
—Adopted
(Report of Advisory Committee 11 continued in Article 38.)

ARTICLE 21
Committee 9, Home Missions, the Rev. G. Holwerda reporting, pre-
sents the following:

I. GRANTs-IN-AID

A. Materials:

1. Report 4

2. Report 4a

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the board’s president,
the executive secretary and treasurer when matters pertaining to home
missions are being considered. —Adopted
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2. That synod approve the following Grants-in-Aid for the year 1973:

Oak Harbor, Washington $4,500
Rapid City, South Dakota 2,500
Paterson, N.J.,, Madison Ave. CRC 7,000
Ames, Towa 3,000
Eastern Canada (Seaway) 3,500
Classis Cadillac (Mt. Pleasant) 7,000
Lansing, Michigan 6,000
Denver, Colorado (Third CRC) 7,400
Oshawa, Ontario (Zion CRC) (Y.E.S.) . 5,500
Bellingham, Washington 6,000
Paterson, N.J., (Bethel CRC) (lst man) . 7,500

(2nd man) 2,500
Vermillion, South Dakota 6,000
Toronto, Ontario 8,000
‘Washington, D.C. - . 7,000
Classis British Columbia (Seamen’s Ministry) 5,000
Chicago, Illinois (Lawndale CRC) 9,000
Los Angeles, California (1st CRC Staff) 7,000
Denver, Colorado (1st CRC) (Indian Work) 7,500
Classis Hamilton (Campus) 7,000
Holland Marsh, Ontario (Springdale CRQC) 3,000
Visalia, California 2,500

—Adopted

3. That synod grant the request for an emergency grant-in-aid for the
Pullman Christian Reformed Chapel of Chicago of $4,500. This has
been endorsed by both Classis Chicago South and the Christian Reformed
Board of Home Missions. —Adopted

II. EvancErismM THRUST

A, Materials:
Report %

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod urge the churches to designate a Sunday in the fall
of the year 1972 in which Evangelism Thrust is emphasized and encour-
age the churches to recommit themselves to evangelism by appropriate
sermons and prayers. —Adopted

2. That synod grant the request by the Board of Home Missions that a
time be set aside by synod at which the Evangelism Thrust progress can
be reported to all the delegates, —Adopted

3. That synod urge every classis to conduct a workshop on Evangelism
Thrust for pastors in connection with the fall classis meetings or soon
thereafter. (Note: The purpose of these seminars is to provide assistance
in pastoral preparation for leadership in Evangelism Thrust and help
in establishing goals for the project.) —Adopted

4. That synod require that all classical delegates and their alternates
to the Board of Home Missions ordinarily be members of the classical
home missions committees. —Adopted

5. That synod permit the Board of Home Missions to report to the
Synod. of 1973 re the training of home missionaries (Overture, Classis
Quinte, Acts 1970, p. 115, Art. 162, II). The board reports progress
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but due to the difficulty of the assignment and the illness of the execu-
tive secretary the study is not yet completed. —Adopted
(Report of Adivsory Committee 9 continued in Article 44.)

ARTICLE 22
Committee 3, Church Order I, the Rev. J. B. Vos reporting, presents
the following:

I. Women 1N EccLEsiasTiCAL OFFICE

A. Material: Report 37.

Although the committee has had a two-year study penod it feels that
because a report on “Ecclesiastical Office and Ordination™ has been sub-
mitted to this synod which may have significant bearing on the question
of women in ecclesiastical office, it should benefit from that report and
synod’s action concerning it before submitting a report of its own.

B. Recommendation: That synod grant the request of the committee
to report in 1973, —Adopted

II. NoTiFicATION RULES For MINISTERIAL DiISCIPLINE

A. Material: Overture 9.

Classis Grandville alerts synod to a number of problems presently
existing in the area of notifying the churches about ministerial discipline
and resignation.

B. Recommendation: That synod establish the following guidelines for
consistories and classes for notifying the churches of the denomination
about the suspension, deposition, or resignation of ministers:

1. In the case of suspension, the consistory shall notify the stated clerk
of its classis. He shall then notify the stated clerks of all other classes
concerning the action, and these shall in turn notify each consistory
within their classis.

2. In the case of deposition, the stated clerk of the classis shall notify
the stated clerks of all the other classes concerning the action, and these
shall in turn notify each consistory within their classis.

3. In the case of resignation, the stated clerk of the classis in which
the resignation has taken place shall place an appropriate announcement
in the denommatlon s periodicals.

Grounds: '

a. At present there are no guidelines which have been established.

b. The varied practices create a measure of confusion,

1) In some cases the stated clerk of a classis informs all other stated
clerks of classes, who in turn notify the consistories concerning suspension,
deposition, or resignation of a minister.

2) In other cases no such notification is made to the churches.

3) In a few cases an announcement concerning the deposition or the
resignation of a minister is published on the announcement page in the
official church papers.

c. All consistories should be informed concerning the suspension of a
minister in order to prevent the nomination or calling of such a minister
during the period of suspension and to prevent a suspended minister from
being engaged in the duties of his office.
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d. The publication of the deposition and reasons for such deposition
of a minister in our church papers in some cases and not in others ap-
pears inequitable, and does not serve to honor Christ, promote the
church, or edify the people of God.

e. Since the resignation of a minister is not d15c1plmary, an announce-
ment in our church papers is appropriate, —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 3 continued in Article 58.)

ARTICLE 23
Committee 4, Church Order II, the Rev. G. Rozenboom reporting,
presents the following:

I. RevisioNn or CHUrcH VisiTing GUIDE

A. Material: Overture 1.

B. Recommendation: That synod reject the overture “ . . . to change
question 18 of the Guide for Church Visiting.”

Ground: Question 18 of the Church Visiting Guide can hardly be de-
clared ambiguous or open to misunderstanding, since it plainly refers
to Article 59 C of the Church Order, “Persons coming from denomi-
nations other than those mentioned above shall be admitted to communi-
cant membership only after the consistory has examined them concern-
ing doctrine and conduct...” —Adopted

II. AMENDMENT oF CHURCH ORDER ARTICLE 422

A. Material: Overture 3.

- B. Introduction: Although the substance of this overture appeared at
the Synod of 1971 and was there defeated, the committee was impressed
with the need of the situation (a new aspect emphasized in Overture 3),
as well as the principle advanced previously in Overture 14, 1971. It
is noteworthy that Overture 3 is brought by another classis, arising from
a real need experienced by this classis. Furthermore, we do not know on
what grounds the Synod of 1971 defeated the overture and the recom-
mendations of its advisory committee.

C. Recommendation: That synod adopt Overture 3 to amend Church
Order Article 42a to read: “The classis shall appoint at least one com-
mittee composed of two of the more experienced and competent office-
bearers, two ministers, or one minister and one elder, to visit all its
churches once a year.”

Grounds:

1. The work of church visiting is appropriate to the office of elder and
within the competence of some of the experienced elders.

2. Circumstances in some classes may be such as to make this option
advisable. —Adopted

III. AMENDMENT oF CHURCH ORDER ARTICLE 96

A. Material: Overture 5.

Classis Toronto asks synod to amend Church Order Article 96 so as
to defer action for one year on amending.

B. Recommendation: That synod reject Overture 5.
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Grounds:

1. The classis has not demonstrated that hasty action has been
practiced.

2. Article 47 of the Church Order sufficiently covers the matter.
... No substantial alterations shall be effected by synod in these mat-
ters unless the churches have had prior opportunity to consider the ad-
visability of the proposed changes.” —Adopted

(Report of Adivsory Committee 4 continued in Article 35.)

4

: ARTICLE 24
Committee 10, Publication Matiers, the Rev. D. Negen reporting,
presents the following:

1. Back 10 Gop TracT COMMITTEE
A. Materials: Report 7.

B. Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the Back to
God Tract Committee. - —dAdopted

II. SeErMONS FOR READING SERVIGES

A. Materials: Report 16.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod approve the publication of sermons for reading services
for the year beginning June 1, 1972, through May 31, 1973,

2. That synod recommend the use of the “Living Word” sermons to
the churches.

3. That synod continue the committee on sermons for reading services.

—Adopted

III. Farta, PravEr AND TracT LEAGUE
A. Materials: Report 22

B. Recommendation: That synod gratefully acknowledge the work of
the league and Mr. Doot. —Adopted

IV. TraNsraTioN ofF HEeDELBERG CATECHISM

A. Materials:

1. Report 46

2. Report 46A

B. Information: The Synods of 1970 and 1971 have responded fav-
orably to the translations of Questions and Answers 1-50. Questions and
Answers 51-74 have been placed in the Agenda for 1972 for synodical
response. Questions and Answers 75-91 arrived too late for inclusion in
the Agenda and ordinarily would not be acceptable for synodical con-
sideration according to the rules of procedure. Your committee, how-
ever, feels that the additional translation material should be considered
by Synod of 1972.

C. Recommendations:
1. That synod declare that Questions and Answers 75-91 are legally
before synod.
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Ground: The Rules for Synodical Procedure indicate that synod may

receive matters which synod, by majority vote, declares to be acceptable.
"~ —Adopted

2. That synod take note of the progress of the committee’s work in its
provisional translation of Questions and Answers 51-91 of the Heidelberg
Catechism, —Adopted

3. That synod authorize the committee to continue the work of trans-
lating the Heidelberg Catechism and, when completed as anticipated
in the fall of 1972, to publish the complete translation in booklet form
for trial use, evaluation, and response from the churches. —Adopted

4. That synod encourage the churches to inform the committee of their
reactions to the provisional translation in order that the final translation
may be presented to the Synod of 1975. —Adopted

5. That synod instruct the committee to publish in the booklet only the
third edition version of Question and Answer 80.

Grounds:

a. The first edition of the Heidelberg Catechism did not have Question
and Answer 80.

b. The third edition version is the basis for the translation currently
found in our Psalter Hymnal. —ddopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued in Article 29.)

ARTICLE 25
Committee 13, Varia, the Rev, ]J. Vander Laan reporting, presents
the following: (Report of Advisory Commitiee 13 continued from
Article 15.)

1. EMERITATION MATTERS

A. Materials: Communications from various classes

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod approve the honorable emeritation of the following
ministers:

a. Rev. J. Herbert Brink—Classis Lake Erie; reason: age;
June 30, 1972.

b. Rev. John Guichelaar—Classis Grand Rapids East; reason: age;
June 1, 1972.

c. Rev. Walter Hekman—Classis Zeeland; reason: age; May 1, 1972.

d. Rev. Dewey Hoitenga—Classis Holland; reason: age; September
1, 1972.

; Rev. Fred M. Huizenga—Classis Pella; reason: age; Septernber 13,
1972.

f. Rev. Henry Radius—Classis California South; reason: age; No-
vember 1, 1972,

: %2 Rev. Edgar H. Smith—Classis Holland; reason: age; January 15,
19

h. Rev. Christian Vanden Heuvel—Classis Grand Rapids North;
reason: age; September 1, 1972,
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i. Rev. William Verwolf—Classis Minnesota South; reason: age;
January 1, 1972

j. Rev. Simon Viss—Classis Minnesota North; reason: age; January
1,71973.

k. Rev. Bernard Visscher—Classis Rocky Mountain; reason: age;
July 1, 1972,

L Rev. Thomas Yff—Classis Grand Rapids South; reason: age; May
15, 1972

m. Rev. Maynard Keuning—Classis North Central Iowa; reason: age;
October 7, 1971.

n. Rev. Klaas Hart—Classis Chatham; reason: age; January 15, 1972,

o. Rev. John H. Steenwyk—Classis Cadillac; reason: age; May 28,
1972. —Adopted

2. That synod remind the stated clerks of the various classes to inform
synod of the effective date of emeritation and the ground when classis
grants requests for emeritation. —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 13 continued in Article 43.)

ARTICLE 26
The Rev. ]J. Hasper reports for Committee 5, Doctrinal Matters:

I. RE NEw CONFESSION
A. Material: Report 38.

B. Analysis: The Synod of 1971 charged the committee on a New
Confession with the following mandate:

“I. That synod recognizing that it is always desirable for the church
to confess its faith in contemporary ways, and recognizing that at times
it becomes necessary for the church to augment its confession, appoint a
committee to study ,

a. how the church can confess its faith in contemporary ways today.

b. whether the churches consider it necessary to augment their con-
fession at this time, and if so,

c. in what areas the church desires to augment its confession.

2. That synod request this committee on the basis of this study to pre-
sent recommendations to the Synod of 1972.”

In pursuance of this mandate, the study committee sent out a question-
naire to the churches and received 367 responses from the churches.
They further studied the confessional task of the church asking ques-
tions such as, What is a confession? What is a confessional church?
When is a new confession necessary? What is the current crisis and re-
sponse indicated in these findings? and, What are some of the difficulties
and obstacles which are faced? The analysis of the results of the ques-
tionnaire comprises the foundation for their recommendations. The com-
mittee recognizes, however, that it has not exhaustively treated the con-
fessional task of the church nor the contemporary areas of need for con-
fessional clarification or expansion. The recommendations present con-
clusions re the questionnaire and request a continuation of study in some
areas.
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C. Recommendations:
1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the chairman and
the secretary of the study committee during the discussion of this matter;
—Adopted
2. That synod express as its judgment that the Christian Reformed
Church is not ready at this time to augment its confession.
Ground: The majority of the churches responded negatively to the
question of the need for augmentatxon of the confession at this time.
—Adopted
3 That synod ‘express the judgment that the confessional task of the
church requires the churches’ attention at this time.

Grounds:

a. A need for the church to express itself confessionally on contem-
porary issues has been expressed by a large number of consistories and
office bearers.

b. The context in which the church ministers today is different from
that existing when the present confessions were written. Today there
are new denials of the faith which require new responses. .

¢. The Church Order assigns the task of “the adoption of creeds” to
synod (Art. 47). This task therefore should be encouraged by synod.

—Adopted

4. That synod continue' the “new confession” study committee so that
it may complete its mandate, and that it may promote further study of
our confessional task among the churches,

Grounds:

a. The committee has not been able to complete that part of its man-
date which deals with the contemporary means of confessing the faith.

b. The committee would like to invite various agencies and individuals
involved in the church’s outreach to reflect on the way in which the faith
can be confessed today. —dAdopted

5. That synod urge our publications, elders’ conferences, ministers' in-
stitutes, societies, congregations, ministers and professors to study the
Scnptures our confessxons the study report, and the times in which
we live, in order to discover which aspects of our biblical heritage need
special emphasm in a confessional statement in our time. —Adopted

6. That synod make no further commitments on the subject of a new
confession at this time, but wait for the fruit of the reflection of the

churches under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. —ddopted
7. That synod add two new members to this committee, one elder and
one minister. _ —Adopted

T1. R Neo-PENTECOSTALISM

A. Materials: Report 42.

" B. Analysis: The committee for the study of Neo-Pentecostalism was
given its mandate by the Syncd of 1971 to study, in the light of the
biblical teaching on the Holy Spirit, the teachings and practices associated
with that which is popularly called Neo-Pentecostalism and to- €xplore
the reasons for its growing appeal in the Christian Reformed Church.
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Your advisory committee conferred with the chairman and one of the
members of this study committee and became convinced that although
much study has already been made concerning this matter, not enough
time has been given the committee to formulate a final statement. An
in-depth biblical analysis is in itself a time consuming thing and the
analysis of the complex contemporary scene demands more time, Your
committee thus concurs with the study committee and presents the fol-
lowing recommendation.

C. Recommendation: That synod continue this committee and re-
quest that its report be presented to the Synod of 1973, —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 5 continued in Article 51.)

The morning session is closed with prayer,

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15, 1972
Sixth Session

ARTICLE 27
The session is opened with devotions.

Committee 8, Foreign Missions, the Rev. S. Draayer reporting, presents
the following:

I. CurisTIAN REFORMED WoORLD RELIEF COMMITTEE

A. Material: Report 6.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Mr. Tunis Prins,
president of CRWRC; the Rev. W. Van Dyk, ministerial board member;
and Mr. Louis Van Ess, Executive Director, when matters pertaining to
the work of CRWRC are discussed. ——Adopted

2. That synod approve the continuation of the CRWRC ministry in
Korea.

Grounds:

a. The need continues for an involvement in a responsible program
of gradually turning over the work and its support.

b. There is evidence of substantial involvement on the part of Chris-
tians in Korea to continue the program. —Adopted

3. That synod approve a continued outreach in Mexico.

Grounds:

a. The work has proven helpful in the tota.I mission outreach of our
denomination.

b. A vast unmet need confronts our mission personnel.

c. The Mexico General Conference and Board of Foreign Missions
endorse the outreach. —Adopted

4. That synod approve continuation of the Nigerian Agricultural
Program.

Grounds: ‘

a. There has been an encouraging response by the national Christian
church to such a program for meeting a demonstrated need.
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b. The Benue Liaison Committee, the Nigerian Field Administration,
and the Board of Foreign Missions have endorsed the program.
—Adopted
5. That synod approve a continued outreach in the Philippines,

Grounds:

a. There is a clearly demonstrated need.

b. The work has proven to be an effective supplement to a challenging
missionary outreach to the total needs of the needy people in the Phil-
ippines.

¢. The Philippine Genera] Conference and the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions endorse the outreach.: —Adopted

6. That synod approve an aid program for Palestinian refugees
on the east bank of the Jordan (an area extending east from the Jordan
River to Amman, Jordan) to begin during the last half of 1972 for:

a. Rebuilding of homes in the Karameh area through loans to refugees
for materials at an approximate cost of $10,000 during 1972.

b. Assisting in a medical outreach in the Amman-Karameh area
through the recruitment of a western (expatriate) doctor or Christian
national doctor and assist with procurement of medical supplies at an
approximate cost of $12,500 in 1972,

c. Rehabilitating one or more damaged school buildings in the Kara-
meh area to make possible regular classes in areas that need school build-
ings at a cost not to exceed $12,500 in 1972.

Grounds:

a. Such ar outreach is consistent with CRWRC’s constitution (Articles
IV and V).

b. There is a great need in this area for assistance in making it pos-
sible for refugees to return to the fertile and productive Jordan Valley.

c. Self-help through loans and occupational training have proven ef-
fective means of rehabilitation in Korea, Mexico, Nigeria, and the
Philippines.

d. The work can be correlated with the Back to God Hour Arabic
broadcasts.

e. Such programs permit a high degree of person-to-person contact
and provide many opportunities for Christian witnessing. = —Adopted

7. That synod approve the request of the CRWRC to implement this
outreach through the appointment of a western staff member at an early
date to make contacts with governmental agencies, church groups—both
western and national—to initiate the above programs and continue to
investigate and develop sound Christian outreach,

Ground: Effective administration can best be exercised through a west-
ern staff person. —Adopted

II. Bacx 1o Gobp Hour, Rabio CoMMITTEE

A. Material: Report 1.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Dr. J. Nederhood
and either the president of the committee, the Rev. D. Negen, or the
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secretary, the Rev. N. Punt, when Back to God Hour matters are dis-
cussed. —Adopted
2. That synod approve the Radio Committee’s request to continue its
cooperation in the Indonesian broadcasting venture through June, 1975,
Ground: This work continues to be successful. —Adopted
3. That synod approve the Radio Committee’s request for continuation
of the French broadcast through June, 1974,
Ground: This work continues to be successful. —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued in Article 32.)

ARTICLE 28
Committee 7, Inter-Church, the Rev. ]J. Morren reporting, presents

the following: (Report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued from
Article 18.)

I. SupervisioN OF THE LorD’s SUPPER

A. Materials: Overture 12

B. Recommendation: That synod reject the overture of Classis Pella
which asks synod to make a declaration concerning the method of super-
vision of the Lord’s Supper with respect to the participation by guests.

Ground: Synod does not formulate a declaration of the church’s po-
sition without materials having been previously studied and presented
through the approved ecclesiastical channels. —Adopted

II. WorLp HoME BisLE LEeAGUE
A. Materials: Report 30

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod commend the work of the World Home Bible League,
recognize this organization as worthy of our prayers and continued sup-
port, and thank our synodical representative for his report. —Adopted

2. That synod encourage the World Home Bible League in its efforts
to improve the paraphrase of the New Testament portion of “The Liv-
ing Bible,” so that the meaning of the Scripture may be more accurately
rendered. —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued in Article 31.)
Closing prayer is offered.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 16, 1972
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 29
The session begins with opening devotions,
The roll is called and all delegates are present.
The concept minutes are read and approved.

Committee 10, Publication Matters, the Rev. D. Negen reporting, pre-
sents the followmg (The report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued
from Article 24.)
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I. ProoF TExTs For THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
A. Material: Report 43.

B. Observations: Your committee has examined the texts as xeported
in the Agenda and is making some observations on minor details to the
study committee. You should also note for clarnfication that we regard
the proof texts to be an aid to the study of the catechism rather than a
part of the catechism itself,

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod give Dr. Willis De Boer and Dr. Carl G. Kromminga
the privilege of the floor in matters relating to Report 43, —Adopted

2. That synod approve the enlargement of the committee to six per-
sons, two of whom are regularly engaged in the pastoral and pulpit min-
istry, and refer this to the appointment committee for implementation.

—Adopted
3. That synod express its agreement with the approach of the com-
mittee as exhibited in the sample of its work. —Adopted

II. CuarisTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS

A. Materials:
Report 5.
Report 5A.

B. Recommendations:

1. Re representation at synod.

That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the Rev. A, Kuyvenhoven
on matters relating to education; to Mr, P. Meeuwsen on matters relating
to business aspects of the board’s operation; to Mr. Joseph T. Daverman
on matters relating to the expansion of the Denominational Building.

—~Adopted

2. Re restructuring of the present organization.

a. That synod grant the Board of Publications permission to realign
the structure and duties of its working committees.

Grounds:

1) The Synod of 1968 gave such specific details of the composition
and duties of the Education Committee, Periodicals Committee, and
Business Committee that the board does not have authority to make
changes in the structure without permission from synod.

2) The Board of Publications feels that the mandate which synod has
given can better be achieved by a reconstruction of the committee organi-

zation. —Adopted
b. That synod instruct the Board of Publications to report on its
progress to the Synod of 1974. —Adopted

3. Re Every Family Plan of The Banner.

That synod encourage the churches to adopt the Every Family Plan
of subscribing to The Banner.

Grounds:

a. The plan has been used successfully by a number of other denomi-
nations.
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b. Through the Every Family Plan our membership may become better
informed concerning the various facets of denominational life. —Adopted

4. Re the Denominational Building Expansion.

a. That synod authorize the immediate expansion of the Denomina-
tional Building according to the proposals of space allotment indicated
in Report 5A.

‘Ground: The need for increased space in the Denominational Building
is urgent and the timing is of great importance, —Adopted

b. That synod instruct the Board of Publications to implement this
decision as titleholder in behalf of our denominational agencies.

—Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued in Article 49.)

ARTICLE 30
The Rev. Enno Haan replaces the Rev, C. Bolt. As in all cases of re-
placement, he arises to express agreement with the standards.
The Rev. N. Meyer of the Reception Committee presents the Rev. H.
Vander Plaats, who introduces Dr. A. Kruyswijk as the fraternal delegate
of the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands.

A response is made by the Rev. J. Vriend in behalf of synod.

ARTICLE 31
Committee 7, Inter4Church, the Rev. J. Morren reporting, presents

the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued from
Article 28.)

Croser RErATIONs wiTH THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A. Material: Report 31.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod encourage our churches to continue to hold to the ulti-
mate hope of organic union on a scriptural basis.

Ground: The imperative to organic union of churches of like mind,
effectively stated in the CRC report on Ecumenicity to the 1944 Synod.

—Adopted

2. That synod decide to postpone, for the present, discussions specifi-
cally oriented to organic union,

Grounds:

a. The Orthodox Presbyterian Church committee feels that the OPC
must await further development in the consideration of the report on the
Nature and Extent of Biblical Authority presented to our synod.

b. The continuing opinion of the OPC committee that there remain
in the CRC trends toward theological liberalism which, if unchecked,
would widen the differences between the churches and make organic
union less likely.

¢. The continuing concern in the OPC regarding alleged trends toward
liberalism in the CRC creates a climate in which organic union could not
be promoted in the CRC. —Adopted
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3. That synod encourage our churches to further our hope for organic
union, and express the fraternal relationship of our two churches,

a. by such actions, wherever practicable, as the following:

1) pulpit exchanges,

2) the use of each other’s literature,

3) cooperative publishing of literature,

4) youth activities, .

5) ministerial conferences,

6) representation at each other’s classes/presbyteries and synods/
general assemblies,

b. by continuation of committee consultation with instruction to con-
sider:

1) those matters which stand in the way of a closer relationship,

2) ways in which those differences may be resolved. —Adopted

4. That synod dismiss the Committee on Closer Relations with the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church and thank its members for their work.
—Adopted
5. That synod place all matters re ecumenical contacts with the OPC
under the jurisdiction of the Committee on Inter-Church Relations.
—Adopted

{Report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued in Article 46.)

ARTICLE 32 .
Committee 8, Foreign Missions, the Rev. S. Draayer reporting, presents
the following: (Report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued from Ar-
ticle 27.)

I. Tur EvVANGELICAL LITERATURE LEAGUE
A. Material: Report 28.

B. Recommendations:
1. That synod commend the Evangelical Literature League for its

work. —Adopted
2. That synod express appreciation to Mr, D. Bosscher, our synodical
representative tc T.E.L.L. —Adopted

II. ForElGN MIsSIONS

A. Materials: Report 3, 3a.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod grant the Rev. John Bylsma, the chairman of the board; Mr.
Wilbert J. Venema, treasurer of the board; and the Rev, Henry J. Even-
house, the executive secretary of the board, permission to represent the
board on all matters related to foreign missions. —Adopted

2. Synod recognize in an appropriate way the Rev, and Mrs. Edgar H.
Smith who have recently retired after thirty-two years under full-time
appointment of our Board of Foreign Missions, —Adopted

3. Synod endorse the following decisions of the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions made in response to the request of the Tiv church of Nigeria to our
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board to appoint two members to the Board of Governors of the newly-
established Reformed Theological College of Nigeria (RTCN), and to
help with the building and staffing of this institution,

“a. The board, after review of decisions of Nigeria General Confer-
ence, the CRC Synod, the Tiv Synod, and the Tiv Liaison Committee,
acknowledges the existence of the Reformed Seminary established by our
sister church in Tivland.

“b. The board further states its conviction that the RTCN came into
existence through a series of events in which adequate correspondence
and fellowship with all the affected groups, missions, and church was
lacking. Nevertheless, the RTCN exists as a seminary of our sister church,
and we must now seek for the ways in which this church may be most
fruitfully assisted.

“c. The board records its gratitude to the Tiv Church for her invita-
tion to appoint two members to the Board of Governors of RTCN. The
board further instructs the Tiv Liaison Committee to appoint these dele-
gates,

“d. The board encourages the Tiv Church as it seeks to deepen its
fellowship in TEKAS (the Fellowship of Churches of Christ in the Su-
dan), and with the East Benue Church, and notes with gratitude the de-
sire of the Tiv Church to continue support of TCNN, the Theological
College of Northern Nigeria.

“e. The board authorizes the Tiv Liaison Committee to post a teacher
to the staff of RTCN from our personnel available on the field.

“f. The board desires to assist with the building of RTCN by forward-
ing to the Tiv Church such funds as are received by the board for this
purpose.”

Grounds:

a. This action acknowledges that the school belongs to the indigenous
church,

b. This action protects the indigenous character of the school,

. —Adopted

{Report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued in Article 66.)

This session is closed with prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16, 1972
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 33

During the opening devotions, synod sings from the recommended
“Supplement to the Psalter Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church.”

The Rev. A. J. Vander Griend, reporter for the Reception Committee,
presents the following:

1. The Rev. H. Evenhouse from the Foreign Missions Board who in-
troduces a number of foreign missionaries, either recently appointed or
home on furlough. The Rev. S. Wolfert from Brazil and the Rev. R,
Sytsma from Japan speak in behalf of the foreign missionaries. The Rev.
H. Erffmeyer responds. ‘
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2. The Rev. M. Baarman of the Home Missions Board, who expresses
his gratitude for restored health, He introduces the Rev. C. Bajema, who
speaks for the campus pastors. The Rev. R. Timmerman responds.

3. Dr. P. G. Schrotenboer, Genera] Secretary of the Reformed Ecu-
menical Synod, who addresses synod. The Rev. W. P. Brink responds.

ARTICLE 34
Committee 6, Educational Matters, the Rev. J. Leugs reporting, pre-
sents the followmg matters: (Report of Advisory Committee 6 is con-
tinued from Article 17.)

I. TerMm oF CaNDIDACY

A. Material: Report 2-A.

B. Observation and Background: The Board of Trustees received an
inquiry from a Christian Reformed Church in Washington State, seek-
ing information concerning the eligibility of a candidate of 1971 to receive
a call near mid-1972, The question centered about the eligibility of the
man to receive a projected call. The Board of Trustees took a position
and offered its response to the consistory, and now requests the judg-
ment of synod, as it concerns the expiration of eligibility.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod approve the action of the Board of Trustees in its de-
cision to inform the Consistory of the First Christian Reformed Church
of Mount Vernon, Washington, that, in this instance, it judges candidacy
to extend one year from the date on which the candidate is declared
eligible for call.

Ground: Synod has never specified exactly what is meant by one year

of candidacy. ~—Adopted
2. That synod declare that the term of candidacy shall expire one year
from the date on which a man is declared to be a candidate. —Adopted

I1. Sy~NobicaL EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES

A. Material: Overture 17. _ _

B. Analysis: Since this overture seeks a return to a practice previously
used, it was necessary to look into the Acts of Synod from previous years
to see why the present policy was adopted. Synod of 1959 judged: “The
increasing size of synod’s agenda and of the classes of seminarians makes
it impossible to perform this work in a satisfactory manner. Experience
has shown the present method to be impractical.” The reference was
to the method in vogue before that synod made the judgment quoted.
(cf. Acts of Synod 1959, Art. 171, page 88) Classis Sioux Center re-
quests that synod revert to its former practice,

C. Recommendation: That synod reject the overture of Classis Sioux
Center.

Grounds:

‘1. Classis Sioux Center has not demonstrated that the decisions of 1959
are wrong.
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2. Classis Sioux Center has not shown that there is a method of
examination by synod that will avoid the difficulties which led synod to
abandon this examination in 1959, —Adopted

II1. DoroT COLLEGE

A. Maierial: Report 21.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod take note of the fact that Dordt College has gained full
accreditation from the North Central Association and that synod offers
commendations. —Adopted

2. That synod assures Dordt College that she has our-prayers for con.-
tinued growth and for the blessing of God on her program. —dAdopied

IV. RerorMED BiBLE COLLEGE

A. Material: Report 27.

B. Observation: Synod will be interested to note that this will be the
last report that will be received from the Reformed Bible Institute.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod note with interest the new name of the school: Re-

formed Bible College. —Adopted
2. That synod commend the R.B.C. to the churches for continued
prayerful interest and loyal support. —Adopted

V. EDUCATIONAL AsSISTANCE TO CHURGHES ABROAD
A. Material: Report 11.
B. Recommendations:
1. That synod approve the work done by this committee. . —Adopted
2. That synod commend this committee to the prayerful support of the
churches, encouraging the membership of the churches to contribute sur-

plus used and valuable books for the library assistance program abroad.
—dAdopted

VI. FLoriba OVERTURE RE VARIABLE QUora COMPUTATION

A. Maierial: Overture 8

B. Recommendation: That synod transfer Classis Florida from the
variable quota system area 5 to area 3 for purposes of computation.

Grounds: :

1. This has the endorsement of the Board of Trustees.

2. This preserves in fact the area quota system, since Classis Florida
is almost as close to Chicago as it is to New Jersey-New York.

—Adopted.
(Report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 39.)

ARTICLE 35
Committee 4, Church Order II, the Rev. G. Rozenboom reporting,

presents the following: (Report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued
from Article 23.) o



Acts .oF SyNop, 1972 41

I. MruBERsHI® Loss CoMMITTEE
A. Materials:
1. Report 33.
2. 1971 Reports 43 and 43-A
3. Article 68, B, 5 of the 1971 Acts of Synod.
B. Background:

In 1966, faced with the fact of denominational loss of membership,
the synod appointed a committee to address itself to this situation, to
attempt to discover the reasons for this loss and what these might
reveal concerning the character, the ministry, the hfe of 'the Christian
Reformed Church.

The committee put theory and conjecture aside and by way of ex-
tensive survey, conducted with the invaluable aid of the Sociology De-
partment of Calvin College, attempted to probe the minds and hearts
of both present and former members of our church. The response was
computerized and analyzed. The findings were presented in report to
the Synod of 1971 (Acts of Synod, pp. 533 to 585).

Included in the response of that synod was the further mandate that
the Membership Loss Committee “write a digest of their study and . . .
draw conclusions concerning the character of the Christian Reformed
Church on the basis of their study, and report these to the 1972 Synoed.”
(Acts of Synod, Article 68, p. 53)

The committee attempted to comply with the 1971 mandate by at-
tempting a further digest of its 1971 report. However, in doing so, the
committee was very much concerned that such digest would not super-
cede its 1971 report and not be considered as in any way sufficient with-
out reference to and reading of the 1971 report.

C. Conclusions:
Based upon its study the committee concludes that:

1. We should be gratified that our membership loss does not denote
defection from the Christian faith nor great alienation from the Reformed
conception of that faith.

2. We should also be grateful for the preponderant loyalty and com-
mitment of our present membership to the Christian faith and to our in-
terpretation of that faith.

However, the committee is constrained to urge all agencies and in-
stitutions, and all persons who have leadership responsibility in the
Christian Reformed Church to give address to the following needs per-
ceived by the respondents especially as they relate to the specific re-
sponsibilities of these denominational and local entities:

a. The need to give due emphasis to and guidance regarding the living
of the full-orbed Christian life without which we with our knowledge and
proper theological formulations, however important these are, fall short
of our Lord’s mandate to do the will of the Father,

b. The need more fully to appropriate and practice, both as individuals
and as the church, the Christtan vision and mandate to live for others,
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both within and without the church—to acknowledge by word and deed
that “love is the fulfillment of the law,” that it is not ours to condemn
but to save, not to be judgmental either in word or attitude, but to de-
vote ourselves and our resources to the blessedness of others.

¢. The need to re-assert scriptural deliverance, as distinct from human
inference, ecclesiastical consensus, and habituated practice, as the basis of
our fellowship with and acceptance of others.

d. The need to place increased emphasis upon pulpit and pastoral
corupetence in the conduct of ministry, and upon development of the
ability to relate well to others personally as well as pastorally—in the
recognition that knowledge, however fundamental, is not the sole measure
of ministerial excellence.

e. The need for improved communciation between leadership and
membership, between agencies and churches—whereby we convey ade-
quate information and listen more intently, recognizing that we live in a
day in which people in general are reluctant to participate by proxy and
in relative ignorance. :

f. The need to be more receptive to the plea for liturgical freedom,
flexibility, and innovation, recognizing the necessity for each new genera-
tion to make response to the presence and revelation of God in a manner
befitting its peculiar needs and its Scripture-guided and Spirit-led
inclinations.

D. Recommendations:

1. That the chairman of this committee be given the privilege of the
floor when this report is being discussed. —Adopted

2. That synod ask of each consistory and of the church at large an
earnest consideration and careful evaluation of these membership loss
reports, and especially the above conclusions as formulated by the com-
mittee, with a view to the enhancement of the life and ministry of the
Christian Reformed Church, —Adopted

3. That synod declare the Membership Loss Committee’s mandate ful-
filled and therefore now discharge the committee with thanks.—Adogted

(Report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 37.)
The afternoon session is closed with prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 16, 1972
Ninth Session

ARTICLE 36

The session is opened with devotions.

Rev. J. Howerzyl of Classis California South is replaced by the Rev.
L. Dykstra; for Classis Wisconsin the Rev. H. J. Vanden Einde replaces
the Rev. P. W. Vis; the Rev. C. Bolt resumes his chair,

The Rev. Wesley Smedes introduces the Rev. J. Vander Laan and

the Rev. C. Bolt, who speak of their experiences relating to Evangelism
Thrust. :
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ARTICLE 37
Commiittee 4, Church Order 11, the Rev. G. Rozenboom reporting, pre-
sents the following: (Report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued from
Article 35.) o o

I. Liturcicar. COMMITTEE

A. Materials:
1. Report 36.
2, Overture 23 (Form for Public Profession)

B. Observations: The advisory committee is submitting substantially
the same form for Public Profession of Faith as that contained in Litur-
gical Committee Report 36. A few changes were made and in this Over-
ture 23 was suggestive. :

C. Recommendations:

I. That the Rev. John Vriend and the Rev. John Schuurmann be
permitted to represent the committee during the consideration of this
report. —Adopted

2. That the second sentence of the opening paragraph of the formu-
lary read: “When' they were (or “he was” or “John was”) baptized God
made clear his claim on them as his own . . .” In the fourth sentence of
this same paragraph we propose that the word “done” be made

“sealed.” —Adopted

3. That point 4 read as follows: “Do you promise to do all you can,
with the help of the Holy Spirit, to strengthen your love and commitment
to Christ by sharing faithfully in the life of the church, honoring its
authority and do you join with the people of God in doing the work of
the Lord everywhere?” —Adopted

4. That synod recommend the Form for Profession of Faith to the
churches for provisional use for a period of three years, with a view to
eventual adoption by synod, and request that reactions to the form be
presented to the Liturgical Committee. —Adopted

5. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 23.

—Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 4 is continued in Article 40.)

ARTICLE 38
Committee 11, Appointments, the Rev. G. Vanderhill reporting, pre-

sents the following: (Report of Advisory Committee 11 is continued from
Article 20.)

I. HistoricalL. COMMITTEE

A. Material: Letter from committee re the position vacated by the de-
parture of Dr. S. Van Dyken.

B. Recommendations: That synod appoint the Rev. J. Leugs to the
Historical Committee. ~—Adopted

II. DoroT COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVE

Recommendation: That synod thank the Rev. J. Rubingh for his years
of service as synodical representative to Dordt College. —Adopted
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I11. Boarp or PuUBLICATIONS
A. Material: Report 5.

B. Recommendation: That synod appoint the Rev. Donald Postema to
the Periodicals Committee of the Board of Publications. —Adopted

IV. NOMINATIONS

A. Observation: The Appointments Committee has obéerved, in its
functioning to serve this synod, that the methods by which names are
brought to the attention of the Appointments Committee are highly
irregular.

B. Recommendation: That synod remind its standing committees in
which vacancies must be filled to present multiple nominees instead of
single name appointees.

Grounds:

1. Tt is the prerogative of synod to choose the membership of its com-
mittees. ‘

2. The rules of synod declare, “That all administrative standing com-
mittees be elected from nominations presented to synod. That all secre-
taries of administrative standing committees present their nominations by
June 1 to the Stated Clerk, who will submit those nominations to the
Committee on Appointments” (cf. “Rules for Synodical Procedure” VI,
B, 4, b, (2) and (3), p. 11). —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 11 is continued in Article 55.)

The session is closed with prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 1972
Tenth Session

ARTICLE 39
Opening devotions are conducted.

Roll call reveals all members present. The Rev. J. Howerzyl resumes his
chair. The concept minutes are read and approved.

Committee 6, Educational Matters, the Rev. J. Leugs reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued
from Article 34.)

I. Grassicar ExaminaTioN REvisioN REQUEST
A. Material: Report 49.

B. Recommendations:

1. That the chairman and secretary of this study committee, the Rev.
Louis Dykstra and the Rev. Anthony De Jager, be granted the privilege
of the floor when this report is considered by synod. —Adopted

2. That synod declare:

a. That the letter of call to a candidate must indicate the provisional
nature of this call until the classical examination has been sustained.
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Grounds:

1) The calling church cannot issue an unconditional call to a candi-
date before the classical examination has been sustained.

2) This conditional character of the letter of call underscores the de-
cisive nature of the classical examination,

b. That it recommends that no candidate move into the parsonage of
the calling church before he has sustained the classical examination.

Ground: The practice of moving in before that examination. has been
sustained tends to prejudge the outcome of the examination.

c. That the date of ordination be officially announced only after the
candidate has passed the examination.

Ground: Announcing the date of ordination before the classical exami-
nation is completed tends to prejudge the outcome of the examination.

d. That the candidate should preach a sermon on a text assigned by
classis, in an official worship service in the presence of classical repre-
sentatives, preferably on the Sunday preceding the meeting of classis, and
in the church to which he has been called.

Grounds:

1) The sermon is such an important part of the examination that it
warrants delivery in a regular worship service.

2) It is extremely difficult for a candidate to preach and to proclaim
the Word of God in a deliberative meeting such as a classis.

e. That a copy of the candidate’s sermon be provided by classis to the
synodical deputies and to the delegates to classis.

Ground: This will be conducive to a thorough examination of the con-
tents of the sermon by all who are called upon to pass judgment at classis.

f. That four classical delegates should be appointed as the official
examiners, two to function as sermon critics and to be present at the wor-
ship service in which the total sermon is being preached, and two to
conduct the actual examination at the time classis meets.

Grounds:

1) A better rapport with the candidate will be established with a
smaller number of examiners.

2) The small number of examiners needed enables the classis to make
2 more appropriate selection of men for this task.

g. That synod adopt the following schedule for classical examination:

1) Introduction: a classical examiner shall introduce the candidate to
the classis.

2) The examination proper shall consist of inquiry into three main
areas, as follows:

a) PRACTICA (no time limit)

(1) The classical examiner shall inquire into the candidate’s relation-
ship to God and his commitment to the ministry, his understanding of the
meaning and relevance of the ministry for our times, his loyalty to the
church, and related matters.

(2) The synodical deputies and delegates shall have opportunity to
ask additional questions.
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(3) Before proceeding to the next area of inquiry, a motion to proceed
shall carry.

b) SERMON EVALUATION

(1) In the presence of the candidate, the written sermon shall be eval-
uated, and attention shall be given to his manner of conducting a worship
service.

(2) Additional questions with reference to the sermon and its delivery
shall be allowed.

(3) Before proceeding to the next area, a motion to proceed shall carry
with the concurrence of the synodical deputies.

¢) BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL POSITION (mijnimum, 30
minutes per candidate)

(1) The examiner shall inquire into the candidate’s biblical and theo-
logical judgment, competence, and soundness.

(2) Opportunity shall be provided for additional questions. (No spe-
cific time limit)

3) Procedure for admitting to the ministry:

a) A motion to admit shall be received and given preliminary consid-
eration in executive session.

b) Prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit shall be offered.

c) The synodical deputies shall leave the floor to prepare their
recommendation.

d) The classis shall vote by ballot.

e) The synodical deputies shall offer their written statement, from
which it will become evident whether or not they can concur with the
decision of classis.

f) In the event they do not concur, the classis and the synodical dep-
uties may try to reach a unified decision.

g) In the event that agreement cannot be reached between them,
the matter is automatically referred to the synod for final adjudication.

Grounds:

(1) This procedure will allow both the classis and the synodical depu-
ties to arrive at their decisions independently.

(2) The procedure previously adopted can influence the classis unduly.

(3) The Church Order consistently speaks about “concurring advice of
the synodical deputies.” There can be no concurring advice if the classis
does not reach its decision at the same time as the synodical deputies.

—Adopted

Note: These decisions shall be applied this year as far as possible. The
Stated Clerk of synod shall notify all classical stated clerks of these
decisions,

(Report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 45.)

Synod adjourns to Monday morning at 8:30 a.m. The session is led in
closing devotions.
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MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 19, 1972
Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 40
Opening devotions are conducted.

Roll call is taken; all members are present. Mr. T. Hunse replaces Mr.
H. Douma for Classis Hamilton.

The concept minutes are read and approved.

Committee 4, Ghurch Order II, the Rev. G. Rozenboom reporting,
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 4 js con-
tinued from Article 37.)

I. Tae DeLEGATION oF DEacoNs To MAJOR ASSEMBLIES

A. Materials:
1. Majority Report 32.
2. Minority Report 32.

B. History:

As far back as 1962, Classis Chatham overtured synod to consider the
delegation of deacons to major assemblies. The Synod of 1962 rejected
this overture on the ground that “insufficient scriptural evidence has
been adduced to warrant such a change in the Church Order” (Acts of
Synod 1962, p. 95). This overture was reviewed and presented with argu-
mentation and grounds in 1963. The Synod of 1963 appointed a com-
mittee to study this matter, This committee was reconstituted in 1964
and made its initial report to the Synod of 1966. That synod referred the
report to the churches for study, and recommitted it to the study com-
mittee. Its final report was presented to the Synod of 1967. That synod
decided two things: “(1) That synod declare that the delegation of
deacons to the major assemblies of the church is neither prohibited nor
demanded by Scripture and the Reformed confessions. (2) That synod
do not at the present time move in the direction of delegating deacons
to major assemblies” (Acts 1967, p. 93).

The present study committee came into being when Classis Hamilton
overtured the Synod of 1970 “to reconsider its decision that synod do
not at the present time move in the direction of delegating deacons to
major assemblies.” The Synod of 1970 adopted this recommendation:
“Synod accedes to the intent of the overture of Classis Hamilton and
refers it to a study committee for a re-evaluation of the decision of the
Synod of 1967.” The present study committee could not agree and pre-
sented a majority and minority report.

C. Observation

The advisory committee was not in complete accord with either the
majority or minority reports. Although it comes with a recommendation
that is essentially similar to the first recommendation of the majority
report, this recommendation is not to be taken by itself, as it is intimately
connected with the three recommendations that follow,
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D. Recommendations:
1. That the secretary of both majority and minority committees be

pennitted to represent their committee at synod. —Adopted
2. That synod decide not to move in the direction of delegating dea-
cons to major assemblies at this time. —Adopted

3. That synod affirm that there is unity of the offices in Christ, but
that this unity does not imply identity of function. Therefore it is inap-
propriate for deacons to receive identical mandate with ministers and
elders to major assemblies, but not inappropriate for them to be delegated
to such. —Decided to withhold action

4, That synod declare that, should it be demonstrated in the future
that it would be possible, practically, to delegate deacons to major as-
semblies with a mandate appropriate to their office and function, then
it would be a viable option, not in conflict with previous decisions in this
matter for synod to consider anew the matter of the delegation of deacons

to major assemblies. —Decided to withhold action
5. That synod encourage the churches to continue giving constructive
attention to this matter. —Adopted

6. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 3 (1970) from
Classis Hamilton, and to Overtures 20 and 46 (1971) from Classis Sioux
Center and Hills, Minnesota, Consistory. —Adopted

I1. PsaLTeER HYMNAL SUPPLEMENT

A. Materials:

1. Report 39.

2. Collection of songs in the book, “A Supplement to the Psalter
Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church,”

B. Introduction: ,

The Synod of 1971 appointed a committee with the mandate, “Synod
provide a wider range of music and songs by way of a supplement to the
Psalter Hymnal.” The committee produced provisional copies of “A Sup-
plement to the Psalter Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church” with
some six distinct hymn styles: Traditional, Early Reformation to 17th
Century, Contemporary, Folk-Spiritual, Rounds and Short Responses,
and Gospel-Old Favorite. Eight principles were drawn up, and based
upon these principles eight practical guidelines. were proposed by the
committee to determine which songs would be chosen for the present
supplement and the subsequent long-range program later recommended.
These guidelines call for songs that must:

1. meet liturgical requirements and practices;

2. support the preaching of and the response to the Word;

3. not allow the music to obtrude upon the text;

4. be scriptural and confessional as to content of lyrics;

5. be worthy of the educational program we recommend and not
merely a collection of old favorites or simply familiar tunes;

6. be well-crafted as to composition, and yet not difficult for execution;

7. be relevant to the idea-patterns of the time; -

8. serve for corporate worship and reflect the church’s. universality.
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C. Recommendations:
1. That the reporter and at least one other supplement committee

member be permitted to represent the committee at synod. —ddopted
2. That synod approve the practical guidelines enumerated above for
the on-going work of the committee. —Adopted

3. That two copies of the book, “A Supplement to the Psalter Hymnal
of the Christian Reformed Church,” be sent to the churches, chapels, and
ministers or evangelists in other than parish ministries, and that ad-
ditional copies be made available. —Adopted

4. That this committee be continued in order to carry out an on-going
program of education and solicitation, such as:

a. To continue the program of educating the church in the newer, yet
excellent, song styles that are available as well as some older unknown
or untried styles;

b. To continue to screen and submit for provisional use by means of
a Banner pull-out insert existing hymns and psalms not now in current
use in the churches;

c. To continue to solicit and judge original compositions, which would
be published periodically as a pull-out in The Banner, used experi-
mentally in the churches, and so finally approved or not as they deserve;

d. To engage in a revision of some existing songs in the Psalter
Hymnal, altering the instrumentation, harmonic patterns, vocal range,
texts, and such other details as will encourage the most universal use of
the existing collection of psalms and hymns. —Adopted

5. That synod ask that the materials referred to in proposals 3 and
4 above be used experimentally in the churches, etc., and that reactions
be sent to the committee no later than February 1, 1974, with a view to
approval or disapproval by the Synod of 1974 —Adopted

III. Cuanee CHURCH ORDER, ARTICLE 52b

A. Material: Overture 18.

B. Recommendation: That synod reject the overture to change the
reading of Article 52b of the Church Order, so that the consistory may
approve other songs to be used in worship than those approved by synod.

Grounds:

1. Synod has demonstrated its sensitivity to the needs of our denomi-
nation as it becomes more culturally diverse by mandating a committee
to produce suitable songs to meet these needs.

2. The desirability of maintaining identifiable unity and uniformity in
our worship and hymnody is not sufficiently guarded in the overture.

—Adopted

The sesston is closed with prayer.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19, 1972
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 41
The session is opened with song and prayer.
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Dr. C. J. Miller replaces Mr. T. Ribbens for Classis Grand Rapids
East.

The Rev. N. Meyer of the Reception Committee introduces the Rev.
James Lont, who makes a slide presentation of the activities of the
United Calvinist Youth, assisted by Mrs. C. Mereness and Mr. M. Me-
Gervey.

ARTICLE 42 :

Committee 2, Protests and Appeals 11, the Rev. J. Peterson reporting,
presents the following:

I. SyNnopicaL InTErRiIM COMMITTEE REPORT
A. Material: Overture 29

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod accede to the overture of Classis Hackensack to in-
struct the Synodical Interim Committee to furnish a written report of
its activities in the annual agenda, and give them permission to file a
supplementary report.

Grounds:

a. The Synodical Interim Committee is a regular standing committee
operating on behalf of the entire denomination.

b. The adopted rules for the Synodical Interim Committee under point
V-Mandate, letter ] that “the Synodical Interim Comumittee shall pre-
sent a full report of its activities to each synod.”

c. Such a report has not been included in the 1972 Agenda.—Adopted

2, That the Synodical Interim Committee’s report be given into the
hands of an advisory committee and treated in the same manner as the
reports of other standing committees. —Adopted

II. Synopica. CoMMITTEE oN RAckE ReraTioNs anp Lawsurr

A. Materials:

1. Report 17.

2. Overtures 2, 15, 19,

3. Letter of Mr. Martin La Maire, Part IV, 6, 7
4. Printed Appeal 2, Part IV, 6,

B. Background:

A suit was instituted last year by the Chicago West Side Christian
School Association against the Timothy Christian School, individual
board members and “the concerned citizens of Berwyn and Cicero.”
Legal action had been resolved upon by the association early in 1971. The
suit was filed in the U.S. District Court of Chicago on October 27, 1971,
at a time when the Synodical Committee on Race Relations (SCORR)
had barely entered upon its duties. At the urging of the Association
SCORR gave its moral and financial support to the suit.

The suit elicited reactions from three classes in the form of overtures
calling upon synod to take action in respect to SCORR by which that
committee would be reprimanded for its part in supporting the litigation.
The classes were Kalamazoo, Holland, and Chicago North. Classis
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Orange City adds a letter expressing its sympathy with these overtures.
The same action is called for in Classis Chicago North’s appeal of the
decisions of Synods 1968-71. A defense of SCORR'’s action appears in
a letter addressed to synod by Mr. Martin La Maire.

Your committee feels that inasmuch as the suit was settled out of
court and the case was dismissed, no true profit can be gained for the
church and the parties involved by synod’s condemning or commending
the parties to the suit or SCORR. The dismissing of the case has obviated
the necessity of synod’s analysis of the relevant biblical data which has
been adduced by both the advocates and critics of the course pursued by
the association and SCORR.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to SCORR’s Executive
Secretary, Karl J. Westerhof, in this and all matters brought by Advisory
Committee 2 related to SCORR, —Adopted

2. That synod declare its sorrow that a situation developed in which
the unity of the body of Christ was severely strained and the church’s
united Christian witness against racism was mmpaired. —Adopted

3. That synod further express its regret that this deplorable situation
and the accompanying division within the body of Christ occasioned a
suit in a civil court. —Adopted

4. That synod declare its thankfulness that the parties involved agreed
to settle and terminate the litigation and that God in his good pleasure
has given. the parties another opportunity to heal and to bind wounds
and to work with renewed dedication at their common task of being
Christ’s representatives in the world. —Adopted

5. That synod declare that synodical committees and agencies shall not
initiate or support a lawsuit against brothers of our common faith without
the expressed prior approval of synod. —Adopted

. 6. That this is synod’s answer to Overtures 2, 15, 19, the letter of Mr.
M. La Maire, Part IV, 6 and 7, and Printed Appeal 2, Part IV, 6.

III. REQUEST FOR RETIREMENT OF SyNopicAL COMMITTEE ON RACE
REeLATIONS

A. Material: Overture 20.

B. Recommendation: That synod reject the overture of the First Chris-
tian Reformed Church of Pella asking for the retirement of the Synodical
Cormmittee on Race Relations.

Grounds:

1. The present provision of a three-year trial period, of which two
years remain, would give a more adequate time in which to judge
whether the committee’s mandate and work should be continued or
revised. _

2. The consistory of Pella I has not established that synod violated
good order in forming SCORR as a standing committee. —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 2 is continued in Article 71.)
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ARTICLE 43
Committee 13, Varia, the Rev. J. Vander Laan reporting, presents the

following: (The report of Advisory Committee 13 is continued from
Article 25.)

I. MinisTERS’ PENsioN Funp

A. Materials:

1. Report 15

2. Overture 28

B. Analysis:

The Pension Fund Committee recommends that churches having more
than one minister be required to pay an additional $950 for each minis-
ter. There may be some difficulties in this arrangement and a few in-
equities, but this apppears to be the best way. In this way a few churches
will be paying more, but otherwise all congregations would be assessed
for a few congregations having more than one minister. It should be
noted that though Overture 28 comes from a Canadian church, the added
assessment will also involve a number of churches south of the border.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Mr. D. Vander Ploeg (committee chairman) and Mr. A.
Walters (committee treasurer) be accorded the privilege of the floor, with
Mr. ]. Stoepker (committee administrator) as alternate for either.

—Adopted

2, That synod approve the Administrative Policy of the Ministers’
Pension Fund. “Each organized church will get credit for one minister.
If a church has more than one minister, it is obligated to pay for each

additional minister the annual participant payment.” —Adopted
3. That this be synod’s answer to Overtures 79 and 80 of Synod of
1971, and Overture 28 of 1972. —Adopted

4. That synod grant permission to the Ministers’ Pension Fund to pro-
ceed in soliciting individual enrollments from our pastors for participa-
tion in the proposed Group Life and Accidental Death Insurance pro-
gram as outlined in Appendix A. —Adopted

II. ArrEAL oF Crassis MuskeGoN vs. SyNop or 1971

A. Materials:
1. Report 15A
2. Printed Appeal 1

B. Background: Representatives of the Ministers’ Pension Fund and
Classis Muskegon met on May 12, 1972, and agreed on benefits to be
paid orphan children,

C. Recommendations:

That synod declare the following minute passed by the Ministers’ Pen-
sion Fund Committee to be its answer to the appeal of Classis Muskegon:

A motion was made and approved to initiate a benefit to orphan chil-
dren under the following provisions: An orphan of an active participant
of the Pension Fund shall be eligible for an annual benefit of 30% of
the pension paid a retired minister receiving full payment. Orphans of
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one family shall be collectively eligible for total benefit as follows: 30%
for the first, 60% for two, but the total per family of three or more is
not to exceed that amount to which their mother would have been en-
titled (80% of a retired minister’s 100% pension). The benefit of an
orphan shall be terminated when he or she attains eighteen years of
age, unless he or she is certified as being mentally or physically incapaci-
tated, in which case his benefit shall continue during disability.
—Adopted

II1. Reguest ¥or DErcLARATION oF INcrEasEDp ‘“Housing Tax-
ExempTION” FOR EMERITATED MINISTERS

A. Maierials:

1. Appeal 6.

2. Communication from Ministers’ Pension Fund.

B. Recommendation: That synod declare that up to $2,500 of the an-
nual pension paid to an emeritated minister be designated as housing
allowance. —Adopted

IV. SynopicaL DepuTies ReporT AND APPEAL oF (Crassis Horranp

A. Background:

The Rev. D. Hoitenga received an invitation from Christ Church, Oak
Brook, Illinois, to become an assistant pastor for visitation. This was
received at a time when the office of the Board of Home Missions indi-
cated they did not have a church to which the Rev. Hgitenga could be
assigned. Classis Holland requested the presence of the synodical deputies
because they believed that the status of the Rev. Hoitenga should be dealt
with under Article 13. The synodical deputies decided, “It is the judg-
ment of the synodical deputies that this does not come under the regu-
lation of Article 13, and therefore we cannot concur with the decision of
classis.”

Grounds:

1. We judge that the focus of Article 13 is on the task of the minister
as being extraordinary, rather than on the agency as an extraordinary one.

2. We judge that the visitation evangelism is an ordinary ministerial
task, not an extraordinary one about which Article 13 speaks.

B. Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies.

C. Observation:

We recognize that Article 13 has been used to maintain the ministerial
status of men working for non-ecclesiastical agencies, but it has not been
applied in situations in which men worked for other than Christian Re-
formed Churches. —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 13 is continued in Article 67.)

ARTICLE 44
Committee 9, Home Missions, the Rev. G. Holwerda reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Gommittee 9 is continued
from Article 21.)
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I. Funp For NEEDY CHURCHES

A. Materials:
1. Report 12,
2. Report 12, Appendix A.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the secretary and
the treasurer of the Fund for Needy Churches, or if they cannot be
present to another member of the committee, when matters pertaining
to the FNG are being considered. —Adopted

2. That synod set the minimum salary for ministers serving churches
which receive assistance from FNC at $7,500 for 1973. (This is an in-
crease of $500 over 1972.)

Ground: This would be consistent with the inflationary trends in our
economy and in keeping with the “Guidelines for Ministers Salaries”
adopted by the Synod of 1970. —Adopted

3. That synod establish the per family contribution toward the min-
ister’s salary when receiving aid from the FNC to be not less (and if
possible, more) than $114 in the U.S. and $109 in Canada. (In 1972
the figures were $109 and $104 respectively.) —Adopted

4, That synod declare that a child allowance of $250 be granted for
every child up to nineteen years of age, but excluding those who have
completed high school. —Adopted

" 5. That synod declare that a $350 car allowance be given to each
minister ‘serving a church which receives assistance from FNG. Each
church is required to pay a minimum of $500 mileage to its minister
over and above the salary paid. ' —Adopted

II. Funp ror NEEpy CHURCHES PROTEST
A. Material: Report 12, Appendix B

B. Recommendations:
1. That synod do not accede to the protest of FNC against the action
of the Synod of 1971 concerning the Garfield CRC.

Grounds:

a. Under the exceptional circumstances, no other happy alternative
was open to synod to assist the Garfield church, which was then an or-
ganized and calling church.

b. This action is not a contradiction of synod’s declaration, “that an
organized church which cannot support itself should not ordinarily be-
come a calling church until it has reached at least the level of thirty
families” (Acts of Synod 1971, Art. 32, II, B, 2, p. 23). This rule was
adopted after synod had granted $7,000 assistance to this newly organ-
ized church.

c. Synod makes the rules and is able to order exceptions to such rules
when it deems it wise. —Adopted

2. That synod declare this to be its answer to the protest of the FNG
Committee. —Adopted
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III. GarrieLp CRC OVERTURE

A. Materials:

1. Report 12, Appendix B

2. Overture 22,

-3. SCORR (Supplementary Report)

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod instruct FNC Committee to provide assistance of $7,000
for salary subsidy beginning January 1, 1973, by way of exception to the
present rules for one year.

Grounds:

a. The present inability of the Garfield church to contribute $109 per
family to the minister’s salary which is the FNC rule. (This amounts to
approximately $1,400 which presently is beyond the ability of. the con-
gregation to meet.)

" b. The FNC rules are sufficiently elastic to take care of this exception-
al situation. Responding to a different situation, the committee states,
“while the committee is guided by the synodically approved rules referred
to above, exceptions are acknowledged and made when unusual circum-
stances dictate” {Report 12). —Adopted

2. That synod encourage the Garfield church to continue to work to-
ward removing its exceptional status., We take note with joy of the
progress made in the past year in almost doubling their budget.

—Adopted
3. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 22 and the re-
quest of the FNC Committee. —Adopted

4. That synod reject SCORR’s proposal to revise the rules of the FNC
Fund.

Ground: SCORR presents no specific recommendations by which synod
can be guided. —Adopted

IV. Crassis HuroN OVERTURE

A. Materials:
1. Overture 41, 1971 from Classis Huron,
2. Report 12, Appendix A.

B. Background: The Synod of 1971 referred Overture 41 submitted by
Classis Huron to the FNC Committee for study and recommendations.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod reject the request of Classis Huron “to instruct the
FNC Comimittee to take into account also the children’s allowance when
determining the minimum per family contribution toward the minister’s
support.”

Grounds:

a. The exegesis of this request is not certain, but if it means that the
need of each pastor’s family must be individually scrutinized and-evalu-
ated, this would be an impossible task for the comnmittee.

b. The FNC does take into consideration the needs of the pastor’s
family by granting an automatic $250 allowance for every child in the
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family up to nineteen years of age, but excluding those who have com-
pleted high school. While the committee is guided by the synodically
approved rules, exceptions are acknowledged and made when unusual
circumstances dictate. —Adopted

2. That synod reject the request of Classis Huron to “accept as needy
churches when the total of the minimum salary plus children’s allowance
is more than the number of families times the minimum per family con-
tribution toward the support of the minister.”

Grounds:

a. This language is far too sweeping in scope, There are churches
smaller than the generally accepted “cut-off” point of FNG churches,
which has been set at 60-65 families, who have voluntarily assumed full
support of their minister. This would encourage a spirit of dependence
on the FNC Fund.

b. This does not properly evaluate differing economic levels of
churches, and appears to be designed to increase the number of churches
qualifying as needy churches which is contrary to the intent of synod.

—Adopted

3. That synod reject the request of Classis Huron to change the rules
in accordance with this overture in order to escape discriminating against
ministers’ large families in small churches by taking only the minimum
per family contribution toward the minister’s support,

Grounds:

a. Every child up to nineteen years of age in a family, no matter how
large the family, receives an allowance of $250.

b. The FNC can exercise its judgment under the present rules so
that discrimination against ministers’ large families in small churches and

other inequities be kept at 2 minimum, ~—Adopted
4. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 41, 1971.
—Adopied

V. Cuance Usace or CHUrRcE ORDER ARTICLE 41
A. Material: Overture 13 from Classis California South.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod accede to the request of Classis California South to add
the following question on the classical credentials under questions under
Article 41 Church Order: “Does the consistory diligently engage in and
promote the work of evangelism in its community?”

Grounds:

a. This would promote a more intense, positive attitude towards com-
munity evangelism thus helping our churches to more fully fulfill the
great commission of Jesus Christ.

b. Church visitors meet only once a year in order to help supervise
sister churches in this matter whereas most classes meet at least three
times a year. Therefore, this question would more frequently keep this
matter in the forefront.

c. There is specific value in including this question on the classical
credentials since “the attention of the churches is directed to the fact
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that these questions should never be answered in a perfunctory manner
but should serve as a basis for further examination” (Monsma, T he New
Revised Church Order Commentary, p. 170). —dAdopted

2. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 13. —ddopted

VI. Councr. or InpiaN CHURCHES

A. Materials: Report 4-A.

B. Background: :

The Indian churches in Southwestern U.S.A. propose to organize a
Council of Indian Churches (CIC) with the following stated purpose:

1. To create 2 united and effective voice in setting priorities and es-
tablishing policies that affect its churches and related ministries.

2. To directly represent the concerns of the Christian Indian com-
munity to classis and the Board of Home Missions.

3. To advise and assist its churches and related ministries regarding
spiritual growth, effective Christian ministry, Indian evangelism, and
ecclesiastical development.

4. To assume increasing administrative responsibility for the Indian
mission field as mutually agreed upon by CIC and the Board of Home
Missions.

5. To assume the duties of the Classical Home Missions Committee
South regarding the churches and related ministries of the CIC and to
actively involve the lay leadership of the churches in those field activities
previously conducted by the Indian General Conference.

C. Recommendation:

That synod approve the dissolving of the Indian General Conference
when Classis Rocky Mountain and the Board of Home Missions, which
have previously approved this ecclesiastical structure (CIC), finalize the
establishment of the Council of Indian Churches.

Ground: The CIC will be a better instrument for developing greater
maturity in the emerging Indian Churches. —Adopted

VII. Terms oF MEemBERsHIP ON Boarp or HoMme MissioNs

Recommendation:

That synod permit the board to adjust the terms of the alternate mem-
ber-at-large to coincide with the term of the regular member-at-large.
(In most cases this will involve the extension of their term for one year.)

Grounds: )

a. This would allow for the possibility of moving the alternate dele-
gate (who has familiarity with the work of the board but has not actively
served) into nomination for the regular delegate position.

b. This would enable the board to have greater continuity in its rep-
resentation. At present there is a 309% turnover in board personnel each
year. —Adopted

VIII. DECENTRALIZATION

A, Materials:
1. Report 4-A.
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2. Overture 26 from Classis Hudson.

B. Recommendations:
1. That synod reject the overture from Classis Hudson concerning de-
centralization of home missions.

Grounds:

a. The Board of Home Missions is on record as being in agreement
with the general principles of decentralization as expressed in the over-
ture of Classis Alberta South (Overture 24, 1971). The specifics of im-
plementing decentralization are being studied by the present Administra-
tion Committee of the Board of Home Missions Executive Committee in
consultation with the staff to report by December 1, 1972, to the board.
We should await a report of this study.

b. The mandate for Missionaries on General Assignment has been
misrepresented in the overture, The Missionary on General Assign-
ment is not primarily an extension of the central office, but a person
with mission expertise, who has as a substantial portion of his assign-
ment the task of assisting the local classis or region to perform its mission
task.

c. The grant-in-aid program makes a prevailing trend away from
board control. From 1959 to 1972 these funds, which enable a classis
or congregation to do its own mission work, have increased from $9,102
to $121,600 for an increase of 1,235% over 1959, —Adopted

2. That synod request the Board of Home Missions to add three non-
board, non-staff members to the present board committee of four to pro-
vide a greater range of resources. A —Adopted

3. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 26.—Adopted

IX. CrurcH HerLp AppricaTION ForM anND RuLEs
A. Material: Overture 4 from CIa551s Central Callfomxa

B Recommendations:

. That synod approve the request of Classis Central California to re-
move from the Church Help Application Form question 4 to be an-
swered by the classis, “Is classis willing to assume the repayment of this
loan if the church cannot?”’

Ground:

The question asked is not consistent with the intent. The Church Help
Fund uses this question more to accomplish the purpose of gaining more
careful consideration by the classis as to the financial soundness of the
requests they endorse than to legally bind the classis to repayment.

—Adopted

2. That synod urge the Church Help Fund to utilize a different ques-
tion or method to accomplish their purpose of gaining more caréful
consideration by classes as to the financial soundness of the requests they
endorse. —Adopted

3. That synod instruct the Church Help Fund to remove from obliga-
tion those classes that have answered the question in the affirmative.

—Rejected
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4. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overture 4. -~—Adopted
(Report of Advisory Committee 9 is continued in Article 75.)

ARTICLE 45
The Rev. J. Leugs, reporting for Committee 6, Educational Matters,
presents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 6 is con-
tinued from Article’ 39.) :

1. Eccresiastical. CoNTROL oF CALVIN CoOLLEGE

A. Materal: Overture 6.

B. Analysis:

The request from Classis Pacific Northwest differs importantly from
earlier requests concerning the ecclesiastical control of Calvin College
in the following manner:

1. The new request for study does not espouse complete separation of
the college from ecclesiastical control.

2. It espouses diminished control, while, at the same time, suggesting
bringing some other Christian colleges and institutes under ecclesiastical
influence.

3. It approaches the problem 1nd1rectly——advocatmg separation of the
college from the seminary.

It appears that a primary emphasis of the overture for a feasibility
study is to provide greater financial security for some other Christian
colleges and institutes. It does this by alleging a current misunderstanding
of the area of variable quota system.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod reject this overture.

Grounds:

a. The overture asks for a study of the modification of organization,
administration, and control of educational institutions, over which synod
has no jurisdiction, and which have not requested synod for such control,

b. The question of the separation of the college from the seminary in
the overture does not stand by itself, but is related to the study of the
proposed change in the organization and control of those institutions
which are not now under synodical control.

Note: Synod again calls the attention of all the churches to the fact
of the area variable quota or quota diversion system, established by
Synod in 1962, which declared: ““ . . . that those areas which benefit
from the quota reduction should employ the monies saved to finance their
present area colleges.” (Cf. Acts of Synod 1962, Art. 97, item II, B, 3, p.

34.) —ddopted
"2. That synod declare this to be its answer to the overture of Classis
Pacific Northwest. —Adopted

IT1. AssOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIAN SCHOLARSHIP AND
FINANGIAL SUPPORT
A. Materials:
I. Communication 8, letter from the College Avenue Wmnrpeg CRG
to synod’s Finance Commlttee
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2. Response from the Finance Committee to Winnipeg, Manitoba,
CRC. ‘

3. Letter from Winnipeg CRC to Synodical Interim Committee.

4. Letter from synod’s Stated Clerk to Winnipeg, Manitoba, CRC.

B. History:

The consistory of the College Avenue CRC of Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada, asks synod to withhold its approval of the request of the AACS
as an organization to be placed on the list of recommended and ac-
credited causes for one or more offerings from the CRC. The College
Avenue Church bases its case on the alleged unreformed character of
the writings of several men who are members of the AACS.

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod reject the request of the College Avenue CRC of Winni-
peg to deny the AACS application for placement on the list of ac-
credited causes,

Ground:

Causes which the synod admits to the list for one or more offerings are
accredited on the basis of the Christian and Reformed character of the
constitution or creed of the organization which is being considered. Ac-
creditation does not imply that synod thereby declares its approval or
disapproval of the writings of individual members of the organization.
It is not necessary, therefore, for synod, in this case, to declare itself on
the issues raised by the College Avenue Christian Reformed Church.

—Adopted

2. That synod declare that this decision constitutes its answer to the

communication from the College Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
—Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 56.)

ARTICLE 46
Committee 7, Inter-Church, the Rev. J. Morren reporting, presents the

following: (The report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued from
Article 31.)

I. MaTTErRs RELATING TO THE REFORMED ECUMENICAL SyNoD

A, Material: Report 14.

B. Observation:

The Inter-Church Committee has not presented a report re the pro-
posed revision of The Constitution Of The Reformed Ecumenical Synod.
Your advisory committee has discussed the proposed constitution with
the Executive Secretary of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod and con-
cludes that the changes being proposed are largely concerning the name
of the organization and the procedural operation of the RES.

Re the matter of “instructing our voting delegates to the meeting of
the RES Australia 1972,” the advisory committee feels that neither it nor
synod is in a position to give such advice.
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C. Recommendations:

1. That RES Secretary, Dr. P. G. Schrotenboer, the committee chair-
man, the Rev. A. Brink, and the committee secretary, the Rev. T. Hof-
man, be given the privilege of the floor while matters pertaining to thetr
committee are discussed. —Adopted

2. That synod recommend that our voting delegates to RES Australia
1972 confer with Dr. Paul Schrotenboer re the proposed revision of the
constitution. —Adopted

3. That synod appoint Dr. Sierd Woudstra to be a non-voting dele-
gate to RES Australia 1972.

Grounds:

a. The Synod of 1971 decided to appoint three non-voting delegates
in addition to the three voting delegates (Acts, Art. 66). So far only
two have been appointed.

b. Dr. Sierd Woudstra expects to be in Australia at this time, D,V.

—Adopted

4, That synod counsel our delegates to the RES to oppose any defini-
tive action by the RES re termination of the membership of the Ge-
reformeerde Kerken at RES in Australia 1972.

Grounds:

a. The situation is still in flux in the churches of the Gereformeerde
Kerken, and the matter is being dealt with by the Synod of Dordrecht
(1971-1972).

b. An evaluation of trends cannot be completed until it is clear which
trends will prevail and which positions will finally be adopted.

—Adopted

II. Tue Lorp’s Day ALLIANGE oF GANADA

A. Materials:

1. Report 24.

2. Report of the Rev. John Van Harmelen, Stated Clerk of the Coun-
cil of the Christian Reformed Churches in Canada.

B. Background:

The Synod of 1971 requested the Council of the Christian Reformed.
Churches in Canada to evaluate the changing pattern of the LDA of
Canada “to determine whether our churches should continue to support
the Alliance.” (Report 48, pp. 598-599, Acts 1971)

The Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada states in the new formulation of
“The Purpose and Principles of the Lord’s Day Alliance” the following:

“Purpose: The purpose of the Alliance shall be to preserve Sunday
as a national day of rest and leisure.

Principles: The immediate policy of the Alliance shall be governed by
three principles:

a. To the largest possible degree no person in Canada should be de-
nied the opportunity of participating in corporate worship on Sunday.

b. Beyond specific acts of worship, there are other pursuits with a
genuine re-creative value which might well be permitted, but subject to
opportunity for corporate worship on the part of those who provide
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services essential thereto; we also believe, on theological grounds, that
the time has come for the churches to reaffirm the legitimate place of
appropriate activities on Sunday in addition to attendance at public
worship;

¢. Subject to the foregoing, an unalterable opposition to any extension
of legal provision for the Sunday operation of trade and industry beyond
considerations of necessity and mercy.”

At their recent meeting in April, 1972, the Council of the CRC in
Canada decided: '

“1. That the Council of the Christian Reformed Churches in Canada
declare that although the newly-proposed formulation of “The Purpose
and Principles of the Lord’s Day Alliance” does not fully express our
view of the Lord’s Day and its observance, they do make it possible for
us to continue to cooperate with the Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada.

“2. That recommendation 1 constitute council’s answer to synod’s re-
quest to council to evaluate the changing pattern and policy of the Lord’s
Day Alliance of Canada.”

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod declare that although the newly-proposed formulation
of “The Purpose and Principles of the Lord’s Day Alliance” does not
fully express our view of the Lord’s Day and its observance, it does
make it possible for us to continue to cooperate with the Lord’s Day Al-
liance of Canada. —Adopted

2. That synod commend the work of the Lord’s Day Alliance of Cana-
da, and recognize this as an organization worthy of our support.

~—Adopted
3. That synod thank our alternate synodical representative for his
report. —Adopted

III. Contact wiTH THE CANADIAN RErorMeED CHURGCHES
A. Material: Report 47.
B. Recommendations:

1. That synod discontinue the Committee for Contact with the Ca-
nadian Reformed Churches.

Ground:

The main item remaining on the agenda is the correspondence with
the Gereformeerde Kerken (Synodical). Of prime interest to the Cana-
dian Reformed Churches is the question whether the Christian Reformed
Church will break off that correspondence. Our denomination’s present
relationship with Gereformeerde Kerken is the province of synod and
its Inter4Church Relations Committee, and the special committee for con-
tact with the Canadian Reformed Churches is not involved in deter-
mining that relationship. —Adopted

2. Synod assure the Canadian Reformed Churches of its willingness
to continue discussions with them in the future, whenever they feel con-
ditions will be conducive for fruitful exchange. —Adopted

3. Synod thank the committee members for their work, —Adopted
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(Report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued in Article 47.)
The session is closed with prayer.

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 19, 1972
Thirteenth Session

ARTICLE 47
The session begins with opening devotions.
Mr. T. Ribbens resurnes his place in synod for Classis Grand Rapids
East.
Committee 7, Inter-Church, with the Rev. H. Wildeboer reporting for
the majority, and the Rev. N. R. Prins for the minority, presents the

following: (The report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued from Ar-
ticle 46.)

I. ABorTION

A. Materials:

1. Report 41.

2. Communication from Dr. E. Y. Postma.

A letter was received by the officers of synod on June 16 from Dr.
Postma.

“I request that the delegates of synod be informed, and that note be
made in the Acts of Synod, that my signature as a member of the study
committee on Abortion (Report 41) did at no time, nor at this time, im-
ply that T am in agreement with statements A4 and A5 in the conclusion
of Report 41.

“.. .1 was convinced that it would be apparent to synod, after search-
ing the Scriptures, that statements A4 and A5 are wholly untenable,
noting that there are, other than to preserve the life of the mother, no
circumstances, usual or unusual, in which other biblically-sanctionéd hu-
man values are being threatened by not terminating a pregnancy.

“ .. I was certain that synod would realize, based on mature under-
standing of human frailty, that A4 and A5 lend themselves to license in
the matter of induced abortion and even abortion on demand. Any preg-
nancy that is not wanted would immediately become unusual . . .”

B. Recommendations:

1. That the Acts of Synod of 1972 note that Dr. E. Y. Postma has
informed synod that he is in total disagreement with points A4 and A5

of the study committee’s report on abortion. —Adopted
2. That Dr. E. Y. Postma be given the privilege of the floor during the
discussion of Report 41. —Adopted

3. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Dr. Henry Stob,
member of the study committee, during the presentation of this report.
—Adopted

C. Recommendations re induced abortion:
1. That synod affirm the unique value of all human life and the spe-
cial relationship of man to God as his image-bearer. —Adopted
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2. That synod, mindful of the sixth commandment, condemn the want-
on or arbitrary destruction of any human being at any stage of its de-
velopment from the point of conception to the point of death.—Adopted

3. That synod affirm that an induced abortion is an allowable option
only when the life of the prospective mother is genuinely threatened
by the continuation of the pregnancy. —Adopted

The following delegates register their negative votes: The Revs. L.
Mulder, H. Vander Plaat, J. Vriend.

Protest: The undersigned registers his negative vote against the de-
cision of synod to adopt point three of principles re abortion and informs
synod that in good conscience before his Lord Jesus Christ he cannot
abide by said principle number three.

N. Robert Prins

D. Recommendations re the role of the believing community:

1. That synod call believers to a recognition of the need for Christian
compassion and understanding accompanied by positive Christian action
for the unwed pregnant girl, for families for whom the birth of another
child looms as a very special burden, for those who are pregnant because
of rape or incest, and for those families who already have abnormal chil-
dren or who face the likelihood or possibility of having an abnormal
child. —Adopted

2. That synod call the churches to offer their full resources of coun-
seling, encouragement, acceptance, and material and financial support to
any girl or woman faced with the burdensome reality of an unwanted
pregnancy. The churches should offer this support joyfully and without
recrimination in the name of Jesus Christ by whose grace we all must
daily live. —Adopted

3. That synod declare that when a person has taken an action in re-
gard to induced abortion which is contrary to the decisions of synod, we
should be careful to deal with such a person with loving concern rather
than judgmental pronouncements. —Adopted

4. That synod call believers to a ringing testimony against the evils
of abortion as practiced in our society, and encourage them to promote
action and legislation that reflects the teaching of Scripture. —Adopted

E. Recommendation re the study commiitee:
That synod dismiss the study committee and thank them for their work.
—Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued in Article 59.)
The session is closed with prayer.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20, 1972
Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 48
This session is opened with song, reading of Scripture, and prayer.
The roll call reveals all members present, except the Rev. B Den
Herder who is absent with notice.
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The concept minutes -are read and approved.
Committee 12, Budget Matiers, the Rev. E. Shuart reporting, presents
the following:

I. SynopicaL DELEGATES MILEAGE ALLOWANGCE

A. Material: Report of Finance Committee of Synodical Interim
Committee.

B. Recommendation: That synod authorize payment for traveling ex-
penses according to the following rules:

1. Up to 300 miles (in one direction) $.10 per mile.

2. Over 300 miles—the lower of either coach air fare or auto mileage.

3. In computing expenses, the treasurer will consider the number of
delegates transported in one auto. —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 12 is continued in Article 64.)

ARTICLE 49
Committee 10, Publications, the Rev, D. Negen reporting, presents the
following: (The report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued from
Article 29.)

I. CarisTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS

A. Materials:

1. Report 5.

2. Report 5-A.

B. Recommendation: Re Additional Guidelines and the Curriculum
Plan.

1. That synod approve the Add1t1onal Guidelines and the suggested
curriculum plan of the Unified Church School Curriculum.

Ground: The proposed plan and guidelines are a further step in im-
plementing the decision of the Synod of 1970. —Adopted

2. That synod instruct the Board of Publications to solicit the reaction
of the churches on its new material.

Ground: New graphics and modern methods of pedagogy need evalu-
ation and understanding by our constituency. —Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued in Article 62.)

ARTICLE 50
" The Rev. N. Meyer of the Reception Committee presents the Rev.
M. Doornbos, who introduces Dr. H. Ridder, fraternal delegate of the
Reformed Church of America, who presents the greetmgs of hls church.
Dr. ]J. Krommmga responds

ARTICLE 51 .
_ Committee 5, Docmnal Matters, the Rev. J. Hasper reportmg, pre~
sents the followmg A Report of Adv1sory Committee 5 is contmued from
Article - 26.) ‘
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I. THE NATURE AND EXTENT OoF BIBLICAL AUTHORITY

A. Materials:

1. Report 44.

2. Overtures 7, 24, 27.

Informative Communications:

. Classis Pella.

. Dutton [CRC.

. Classis Chicago South.

. Classis Grandville.

. Classis Chatham.

. Bethel CRC, Manhattan, Montana.

B. Introductory Observations:

In order to place our consideration of Report 44 in proper perspec-
tive and in clear focus, your committee wishes to make the following in-
troductory observations.

Report 44, dealing with the nature and extent of biblical authority, is
a revised version of Report 36 which was presented to the Synod of
1971. Report 36 was referred to the churches for study and consideration.
In response to the many communications received and in the light of
the denomination-wide discussion of the report, the study committee re-
wrote Report 36, making some significant changes for the purpose of
clarifying points which had been misunderstood. Sensitive to the fact
that a number of things in the report seemed to obscure the main line
of thought, the study committee formulated this new report with some
clarifications intended to remove apprehensions about Report 36 which
apparently existed in the minds of some. We must therefore keep very
clearly in mind that the report which is before us now in 1972 is Report
44 and not Report 36 (presented to the Synod of 1971).

Three major criticisms have been leveled against Report 36. A first
criticism often expressed was that Report 36 presented two formulations
of the nature of biblical authority which were judged by some to be con-
tradictory. In Report 44, however, the study committee clarifies its po-
sition so as to indicate that what was thought by some to be two dif-
ferent formulations of biblical authority is actually nothing other than
two inseparable aspects of the Reformed view of Scripture. The first
aspect is that the authority of Scripture is rooted in the fact that all of
Scripture comes from God, so that we may say about all of Scripture,
“Thus saith the Lord.” The second aspect is that Scripture addresses us
with full divine authority as the saving revelation of God in Jesus Christ.

- A second area of criticism has concerned the discussion in Report 36
of the mterpretanon of Genesis 1-11. Report 36 presented two approaches
to the interpretation of these chapters: the one approach coming closer
to interpreting these chapters as literal descriptions of events, and
the other approach holding that these chapters should not in every in-
stance be interpreted as literal descriptions of events. In Report 44 this
section of the former report has been removed. In the place of this ma-
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terial, Report 44 gives us a new treatment of the problem of the inter-
pretation of Genesis 1-11 which no longer presents two approaches. In-
stead, it insists that one who claims that details found in these chapters
other than those usually recognized as symbolical “are figurative ex-
pressions will have to present his position by means of careful exegesis
and sound biblical exposition.”

A third area of objection to Report 36 concerns the question of
whether the report was explicit enough in rejecting certain errors which
have recently appeared within the Reformed community. Many have ex-
pressed the fear that Report 36 did not clearly reject or refute errors
which had been noted in the writings of certain scholars from the
Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands. It was felt by some that Re-
port 36 was a compromise, tolerating erroneous positions held by such
men as Prof. H. Kuitert and Prof. J. Lever. We wish to call synod’s
attention to the fact that Report 44, without mentioning names, em-
phatically rejects these errors. For example, the report sharply refutes
a position held by both Lever and Kuitert: “If one asserts, for example,
that science makes it impossible to believe any longer that there was his-
torically an original man and woman who were the ancestors of the
human race, then the principle that Scripture is its own interpreter is
no longer maintained.” Kuitert’s insistence that the account of the fall
in Genesis 3 does not record an historical event but is merely a “teach-
ing model” is also repudiated. This position of Kuitert is also rejected
where we read, “The contention that these chapters [Genesis 1-11] do
not present events that really happened is certainly in conflict with
our Reformed Confessions and in conflict with Scripture itself.” Kui-
tert’s denial of the historicity of the fall is also clearly rejected, “It is
clear from the statements themselves [statements from the confessions
quoted in the previous paragraph] that the denial of the historicity of
the fall of our first parents at the beginning of human history cannot
be harmonized with the confessions.” Report 44 also rejects erroneous
teachings on many pages mentioning the names of Karl Barth, Rudolph
Bultmann, G. Ebeling, and E. Fuchs.

It must now also be observed that the study committee is addressing
itself to specific theological problems which have arisen within the
broader Reformed community. For this reason the report has been writ-
ten in such a way that it will best communicate our Reformed position
on the nature and extent of biblical authority to theologians and scholars.
Yet the report is also concerned to bring a pastoral message which will
be helpful to all the members of the church. The study committee does
not wish to suggest that its report should be adopted by the church as
an authoritative creedal statement., Rather, the study committee hopes
that this report will be accepted as furnishing specific guidelines to the
Reformed community in its continuing study of the Word of God.

(Report of Advisory Committee 5 is continued in Article 52.)
The morning session is closed with prayer.
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20, 1972
Fifteenth Session

ARTICLE 52
Opening devotions are offered.

The consideration of the report of Advisory Committee 5 on the
Nature and Extent of Biblical Authority continues,

C. Recommendations:
1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Dr. D. Holwerda and
Dr. G. Spykman as spokesmen for the committee. —Adopted

2. That synod submit this study report to our churches as providing
guidelines for our understanding and further discussion of the nature
and extent of biblical authority. —Adopted

3. That synod adopt the following seven interrelated points concern-
ing the nature and extent of biblical authority as pastoral advice to the
churches in the light of the report and in harmony with our common
commitment to the confessional preamble which follows:

“We confess that this Word of God was not sent nor delivered by the
will of men, but that men spake from God, being moved by the Holy
Spirit . . . Therefore we call such writings holy and divine Scriptures

. . We believe that the Holy Scriptures are contained in two books,
namely, the Old and the New Testaments, which are canonical, against
which nothing can be alleged . . . We receive all these books, and these
only, as holy and canonical, for the regulation, foundation, and con-
firmation of our faith; believing without any doubt all things contained
in them, not so much because the church receives and approves them
as such, but more especially because the Holy Spirit witnesses in our
hearts that they are from God, and also because they carry the evidence
thereof in themselves . . . We believe that those Holy Scriptures fully
contain the will of God, and that whatever man ought to believe unto
salvation is sufficiently taught therein. For since the whole manner of
worship which God requires of us is written in them at large, it is un-
lawful for anyone, though an apostle, to teach otherwise than we are
taught in Holy Scripture . . . It does thereby evidently appear that the
doctrine thereof is most perfect and complete in all respects . . . There-
fore we reject with all our hearts whatsoever does not agree with this
infallible rule.” (Belgic Confession, Articles I1I-VII)

a. Synod calls the churches to a wholehearted recognition that Scrip-
ture, which is the saving revelation of God in Jesus Christ, addresses us
with full divine authority and that this authority applies to Scripture
in its total extent and in all its parts,

b. Synod calls the churches to maintain the clear witness of the creeds
to the authority of Scripture as inseparably bound up with the historical
reality of the events recorded in Seripture,

c. Synod urges the churches to remember that while they confess that
the authority of the biblical message is inseparably bound up with the
historical reality of the events therein recorded, they should recognize
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that these events are presented and interpreted in terms of their revela-
tional meaning,

d. Synod, acknowledging that Scripture is self-authenticating, reminds
the churches that the authority of Scripture is not dependent upon the
findings of science. While scientific findings can serve as occasions for
a better understanding of Scripture, nevertheless the church must ap-
peal only to the authority of Scripture as the basis for its faith and life,
and accordingly must seek to develop a Christian community within
which all scholarly work is carried on in faithfulness to the authoritative
Scriptures,

e. Synod instructs the churches to see to it that biblical studies are
carried on in a careful and disciplined way, submissively rethinking
the thoughts of Scripture itself; and accordingly warns against the use
of any method of biblical interpretation which excludes or calls into
question either the event-character or the revelational meaning of bibli-
cal history, thus compromising the full authority of Scripture as the
Word of God.

f. Synod reminds the churches of our brotherly obligation to respect
such freedom of biblical interpretation as falls clearly within the bounds
of our creedal forms of unity, while recognizing, of course, that in all
things we are hound by the Scriptures.

g. Synod reminds the churches that the authority of Scripture lays its
comprehensive claim upon the total life of the church, so that biblical
authority is not only to be believed and confessed as an article of faith,
but also to be consistently applied and practiced in the life and min-
istry of the church. —Adopted

4. That synod submit the entire report to the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod as a contribution to the broader ecumenical discussion of the
nature and extent of biblical authority, —Adopted

5. That synod express its gratitude to the members of the committee
for the work they have done, declare that the committee’s mandate has

been fulfilled, and discharge the committee. —Adopted
6. That synod authorize the Stated Clerk to publish this report in book-
let form for distribution to the churches. —Adopted

7. That synod declare this to be its answer to Overtures 7, 24, 27, and
to the communications from Classis Pella, Dutton CRC, Classis Chicago
South, Classis Grandville, Classis Chatham, and Bethel CRC, Man-
hattan, Montana. —Adopted

8. We further recommend:

a. That synod instruct the Board of Publications to make available
to the denomination, in a popular form, the contents of Report 44, for
the purpose of reaching also the general membership of the churches;

b. Specifically, that the board accomplish this in a series of articles in
The Banner, expanding each of the points of pastoral advice;

c. Further, that following publication in T"he Banner, the board, using
its discretion in incorporating suggested improvements in these articles,
make them available to the churches in booklet form. —Adopted

The afternoon session is closed with prayer.
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On Tuesday evening synod honors its special guests at a testimonial
dinner.

Following the dinner, synod sees the premiere of the slide presentation
of the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee prepared in honor
of the 10th anniversary of the CRWRC. The Rev. . Hasper expressed
synod’s appreciation and gratitude for this project.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 21, 1972
Sixteenth Session

ARTICLE 53

This session is opened with devotions,

Roll call reveals all members present with the following changes:

Mr. H. Schoon replaces Mr. H. Wm. Otte for Classis Illiana.

The Rev. P. Brouwer replaces the Rev. B. Den Herder for Classis
Minnesota South,

Mr. J. Heethuis replaces Mr. A. Vissia for Classis Muskegon, and

Mr. G. Dykema replaces Mr. M. De Young for Classis Zeeland

The concept minutes are read and approved.

ARTICLE 54
The Rev. A. J. Vander Griend, for the Reception Committee, calls
on the Rev. G. Mouw to introduce the Rev. Dr. John Galbraith, who
brings greetings in behalf of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. He
recommends that our churches work for closer communication and co-
operation in mission activities, in publications, and in the work of study
committees. Dr. A. C. De Jong responds,

Closing prayer is offered.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNQON, JUNE 21, 1972
Seventeenth Session

ARTICLE 55
Opening devotions are offered.

Committee 11, Appointments, the Rev. G. Vanderhill reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 11 is continued
from Article 38.)

I. Synopicar. CoMMITTEE ON RACE. RELATIONS
A. Material: Report 17

B. Recommendation: That synod reappoint Karl J. Westerhof as
Executive Secretary of SCORR for 2 years. —Adopted

I1. Eprror oF THE BANNER
A. Material: Report 5, Comnmunication 16.

B. Recommendations:
1. That synod reappoint Dr. L. DeKoster as Editor of THE BANNER
for a period of four years. —Adopted
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2. That this be synod’s answer to Communication 16.  —Adopted

III. Unrrep CALVINIST YOUTH

Recommendation: That synod thank the Rev. Paul Vermaire as he
retires from six years of service as synodical representative on the United
Calvinist Youth Board. : —Adopted

IV. CommrrTeE oN New CONFESSION

A. Observation: Inasmuch as the elder previously elected has declined
to serve because of other ecclesiastical obligations, your committee makes
the following recommendation:

B. Recommendation: That synod appoint Mr. Sidney De Young to

serve on the New Confession Committee. —Adopted
" (Report of Advisory Committee 11 is continued in Article 76.)
ARTICLE 56

Committee 6, Educational Matters, the Rev. J. Leugs reporting,
presents the following:

(Report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued from Article 45.)

SaLe oF CaLviN FrankLin STREET CAMPUS

A. Materials:

Communication 15, Campus Sale Committee Report.

Oral request from the Campus Sale Committee and Executive Com-
mittee of the Board of Trustees.

A document submitted by the Vice President for Business Affairs,

Calvin College and Seminary—*Proposal for the Sale of Calvin Col-
lege and Seminary Franklin Street Campus” (Report 2B)

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod give the privilege of the floor to Mr. Henry De Wit
for the discussion of the proposed sale. —Adopted

2. That synod declare that it will deal directly with the question of
the sale of the campus rather than through a joint meeting of the
Campus Sale Committee and Board of Trustees as is presently required.

Grounds:

a. The sale is dependent upon immediate approval.

b. Members of the Executive Committee and the Campus Sale Com-
mittee have been polled and unanimous agreement to the proposal was
received.

c. It would be costly and cause delay to convene a special meeting of
the Board of Trustees. —Adopted

3. That synod authorize the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and
Seminary to sell the properties on Franklin Street to the Grand Rapids
School of the Bible and Music for a price of $790,000, with the under-
standing that $200,000 of this price will be raised by the Calvin College
administration through a community fund solicitation. —Adogted

4. That synod authorize the Board of Trustees to hold title to the
properties of Grand Rapids School of the Bible and Music, to lease those
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properties to the Grand Rapids Board of Education on a carefree lease
for ten years, and to borrow $1,200,000 against that lease with pay out
over a ten-year period.

The annual lease payments from the Grand Rapids Board of Educa-
tion would be sufficient to retire the loan and to reimburse Calvin Col-

lege for all interest costs associated with the loan. —Adopted
(Report of Advisory Committee 6 is continued in Article 73.)
ARTICLE 57

The Rev. A. J. Vander Griend, Reception Committee, presents the
Rev. S. Vander Klay who introduces Dr, Bruce Wilson of the Reformed
Presbyterian Synod (Covenanter). The Rev. E. Heerema responds to
his greetings.

The Rev. N. Meyer, Reception Committee, presents the Rev. W.
Lenters, who introduces the Rev. R. Heynen who speaks for the Insti-
tutional Chaplains. The Rev. E. Shuart responds.

ARTICLE 58
Committee 3, Church Order I, the Rev. J. B. Vos reporting, pre-

sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 3 is continued
from Article 22.)

IMPROVEMENT OF METHOD OF CALLING MINISTERS

A. Material: Report 48,

B. Information: The Synod of 1970 appointed a committee “to study
ways and means for improving the method of calling ministers.”” On the
basis of an extensive questionnaire, a study of biblical principles, and an
analysis of traditions and practices in Reformed churches, the study com-
mittee concludes that more openness in the basically correct present
system is a necessity. It submits recommendations to achieve such open-
ness.

C. Recommendations:
1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to the chairman and the
secretary of the study comunittee when their report is being considered.
—Adopted
2. That synod establish a MINISTERIAL INFORMATION
SERVICE as a standing synodical committee,

a. Mandate:

1) to introduce ministers who are seeking a call to churches which are
vacant,

2) to introduce ministers who are seeking specialized ministries to ap-
propriate boards and committees,

3) to compose and distribute questionnaires to churches and ministers
to obtain the necessary information,

4) and to serve the churches and ministers with other needed advice
in matters pertaining to calling.

b. Guidelines:

1) The committee shall serve in an informational capacity.
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2) The committee shall offer no unsolicited advice,

" 3) Ministers and churches shall make use of the Ministerial Infor-
mation Service at their own discretion.

4) Information about ministers and churches shall be obtained by the
committee only from the parties involved, and their files shall be open
to them at any time.

5) Ministers and churches shall have the right to withdraw or amend
the information in their files at any time,

6) The committee shall be composed of six members, three of whom
shall be ministers.

7) The mandate and guidelines may be amended only by synod.

c. Implementation:

1) The committee shall serve according to the rules for standing
synodical committees.

2) The committee shall develop the Ministerial Information Service
in keeping with the mandate and guidelines which have been adopted and
shall present a complete report to the Synod of 1973,

Grounds:

a. A large majority of the consistories have indicated their desire for
such a service to be prov1ded

b. This method is being used effectively in other denommatlons
similar to ours in church polity.

c. Such a service can be very helpful in assisting both churches and
ministers in making meaningful contacts with each other when vacancies
occur and ministers desire a change of pastorate.

d. Through this service, boards and committees can be alerted to men
who desire specialized ministries. —Adopted

3. That syncd declare it a proper practice for ministers to indicate their
desire for a call in general or for a call to a specific church.

Grounds:

a. This practice is consistent with the work of the Holy Spirit in the
process of calling in that it recognizes both the divine and human factors
involved.

b. This method is followed with profit in several related churches which
follow Reformed church polity.

c. The flexibility which is desirable within our system would be
increased. —Adopted

4. That synod declare that it is acceptable procedure for vacant
churches to advertise for available ministers.

Grounds:

a. While not traditional in our churches, this practice is already being
followed by certain consistories.

b. Adoption of the MINISTERTAL INFORMATION SERVICE
concept suggests the appropriateness of this procedure as a method
whereby greater openness and flexibility can be provided within our
system, —Adopted
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5. That the recommendation to have only the calls accepted published
in the church papers be referred to the periodicals committee of the
Board of Publications for consideration in the light of the new policy in
calling which has been adopted.

Ground: The periodicals committee of the Board of Publications has

authored the present rules on this matter. —dAdopted
(Report of Advisory Committee 3 is continued in Article 69.)
ARTICLE 59

Committee 7, Inter<Church, the Rev. J. Morren reporting, presents
the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued from
Article 47.)

I. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GEREFORMEERDE KERKEN (SYNODICAL)

A. Materials:

1. Report 14,

2. Communication 3, Inter-Church Relations Committee letter, May
15, 1972,

B. Background:

In 1970, the Inter-Church Committee was given a mandate with re-
spect to matters bearing upon our sister-church relationship with the
Gereformeerde Kerken. That mandate was fulfilled in part, but at the
Synod of 1971, the mandate was increased asking for an “inquiry into
and evaluation of recent theological trends in our sister church in the
Netherlands” and “to advise the next synod whether or not such trends
warrant a change in our relationship to these churches.”

The Synod of 197! added to the mandate also the following: “That
synod instruct the Committee on Inter-Church Relations to include in its
inquiry the letter received from the Gereformeerde Kerken, and official
pronouncements and decisions of the synods of the Gereformeerde
Kerken” (Art. 66, Acts, 1971, quoted in Report 14).

C. Observation:

Communication 3 gives an explanation re the “letter of concern” sent
by our synod in 1970. Present communications. indicate that the original
response to this letter was sent by the moderamen of the Synod of Sneek.
The action of the moderamen has now been approved by the recent
Synod of Dordrecht.

D. Recommendations:

1. That synod express appreciation for the fact that the Synod of
Dordrecht has taken note of our letter of concern, which was sent in
1970. —Adopted

2. That synod take no further action at this time in regard to our re-
lationship to the Gereformeerde Kerken.

Grounds:

a. The situation is still in flux in the churches of the Gereformeerde
Kerken and the matter is being dealt with by the Synod of Dordrecht
(1971-1972).

b. An evaluation of the “trends in our sister church in the Nether-
lands” which might “warrant a change in our relationship to these
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churches” cannot be completed uniil it is clear which trends will prevail
and which positions will finally be adopted. —Adopted

3. That synod send a copy of the Report on the Nature and Extent of
Biblical Authority to the Gereformeerde Kerken for their consideration.

—Adopted
4, That synod continue the mandate of 1971 for the Inter-Church
Committee (Art. 66, 1971 Acts) for another year, —Adopted

II. MaTTERs RELATING To THE WORLD ALLIANGE OF REFORMED
CHURCHES

A. Materials: Report 14.

B. Recommendation: That synod authorize the Inter-Church Relations
Committee to investigate further the desirability and feasibility of mem-
bership in this world service organization.

Ground: Initial contact with WARC indicates that this organization
is worthy of such investigation. —Adopted

III. MaTTERS RELATING To THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

A. Materials:

1. Report 14.

2. Communication 3, Inter-Church Relations Cominittee

B. Recommendation: That synod commend the Inter-Church Rela-
tions Committee for its part in arranging the fall meeting scheduled to
be held in the Ninth Street Christian Reformed Church of Holland,
Michigan, and in Dimnent Chapel of Hope College, and urge the com-
mittee to present its report of this meeting to the Synod of 1973.

—Adopted

IV. MatTers RELATING To THE GEREFORMEERDE KERKEN
(VRIJGEMAAKT)

A. Material: Report 14,

B. Recommendation: That synod commend the Inter-Church Rela-
tions Committee for the correspondence they are carrying on with the
Gereformeerde Kerken (Vrijgemaakt), and urge them to continue,

—Adopted

V. RerATION oF THE INTER-CHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
10 OTaHrR COMMITTEES

A. Matgerial: Report 14.

B. Recommendation: That synod instruct all committees of synod
with mandates in the area of inter-church relations to report to the Com-
mittee on Inter-Church Relations by sending copies of their minutes
and progress reports to the committee for information.

Ground: This will enable the Committee on Inter-Church Relations
to be able to serve synod more fruitfully in an advisory capacity.

—Adopted

(Report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued in Article 65.)

This session is closed with prayer,



76 Acts ofF Svynop, 1972

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 21, 1972
Righteenth Session

ARTICLE 60
Opening devotions are offered.

The Rev. A. De Jager replaces the Rev. J. Hasper of Classis California
South for this session.

Advisory Commitiee 1, Appeals and Protests I, the Rev. M. Doornbos
reporting, presents the following:

I. WuEaTON CoONSIsTORY APPEALS PROCEDURES OoF CLAssIs
Cuicaco NorTH

A. Maierials: Printed Appeal 3.

B. Recommendation: That synod not accede to the request of the
Wheaton Consistory to adjudicate the matter of the existence of a con-
sortium of churches within Classis Chicago North.

Grounds:

1. The Wheaton consistory having already gone on record as opposed
to such a consortium (see grounds 1, 2, 3 of the Wheaton appeal)
lodged no protest with classis.

2. This matter should first be considered by the lower assernbly, in
this case Classis Chicago North. —Adopted

I1. Arpeal orF Crassis Cuicaco NorRTH vs. THE SyNoDs
or 1968-1971

A. Materials:

L. Printed Appeal 2: Classis Chicago North appeals decisions of Syn-
ods of 1968-1971, Agenda pp. 489-503.

2. Unprinted appeals 2 and 4.

a. Mr. Martin La Maire vs, Classis Chicago North.

b. Mr. Jon R. Scharpe vs. Classis Chicago North.

3. Communications:

Garfield Consistory re Appeal of Classis Chicago North, Communi-
cation 12.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod does not sustain the “direct appeal of Classis Chicago North
that the Synod of 1968 did violate its own Rules for Synodical Procedure
as well as Article 28b of the Church Order in considering and adopt-
ing Overture 4—Requests Re Racial Matters (cf. Acts 1968, p. 561).”

Grounds:

a. The Synod of 1968 having declared that the overture “did not
fulfill the stipulation for synodical procedure of Rule V, B” nevertheless
accepted it on the basis of V, I, which states that those matters are legally
before synod which synod by a majority vote declares acceptable.

b. Article 28 of the Church Order permits a major assembly to deal
with those matters which concern its churches in common or which could
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not be finished in the minor assemblies, Only one of these stipulations
needs to be fulfilled. —Adopied

2. Synod does not sustain the appeal of Chicago North “that no solid
scriptural evidence having been adduced to substantiate the synodical
declaration that ‘fear of persecution or of disadvantage to self or our

institutions arising out of obedience to Christ . . . they must be reckoned
as disobedient to Christ . . . > that Point 6 of the Declarations on Race
1968 be immediately deleted.”

Grounds:

a. Classis does not refute the scriptural evidence adopted hv synod in
support of Point 6.

b. Classis itself acknowledges that “the many Scripture references are
supreme prescriptions for the Christian life.”

c. Classis fails to recognize that the burden of Point 6 is not the disci-
pline of all persons who act out of fear but of those persons who by rea-
son of such fear deny or advocate the denial of the rights of others.

—Adopted

3. Synod does not sustain the appeal of Classis Chicago North “to
recognize with Classis Chicago North, as well as synod’s own Advisory
Committee 7, Church Order I1I, 1971, that an ethical (moral) dilemma
does exist between ‘two equally valid, equally divine requirements,
namely, to admit black covenant children to all facilities of the Timothy
system, and also insure the safety of all children in its facilities, etc.’”
(cf. Acts 1971, Art. 91, 3, p. 85).

Grounds:

a. Classis fails to demonstrate the reality and/or the validity of “the
ethical (moral) dilemma” which it poses. The scriptural passages ad-
duced by classis elsewhere in this document as proof for the existence of
their dilemma merely address themselves to the fact that Christians in
Bible times have acted out of fear. As noted above this is not the burden
of synod’s declaration.

b. Synod’s Advisory Committee 7, Church Order III, 1971, while
recognizing a dilemma did not permit the dilemma to be a cause for
inaction or disobedience, but rather gave it as a reason why Chicago
North should do all in its power “by moral suasion in the community
and formal appeal to the magistracy to insure that full obedience to the
obligation to admit black covenant children will not entail or, at least,
will drastically lessen, the possibility that the sixth commandment will be
violated” (Acts of Synod 1971, p. 85). —Adopted

4a. Synod does not sustain the appeal of Classis North “that synod
demonstrate principally and primarily from the Scriptures, as well as
from the Church Order, that synod may intrude upon an area which is
non-ecclesiastical.”

Ground:

Such a demonstration is unnecessary because the Synod of 1971 has
already indicated that there are no provisions in the Church Order for
synod to deal with a non-ecclesiastical organization in the way of pro-
cedural discipline. —Adopted
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4b. Synod does not sustain the appeal of Classis Chicago North “that
if it cannot be established scripturally, and consistent with Reformed
Church polity, that synod may deal with a non-ecclesiastical organization,
that synod forthwith disengage itself from any and all present or future
involvement in the Timothy-Lawndale matter, etc.”

Grounds:

a. The Race Resolutions of 1968 are expressly addressed to the “mem-
bers of the Christian Reformed Church.”

b. The Synod of 1971 addressed itself to individual congregations and
to Classis Chicago North in asking them to implement obedience on the
part of their members to the Resolutions on Race (Acts 1971, Art. 103,
2-7, p. 88f; Art. 110, I, C, 1-5, p. 93). —Adopted

5. Synod does not sustain the appeal of Classis Chicago North “to re-
pudiate the concept of ‘discipline’ fostered by the Resolutions on Race
1968 as foreign to the Christian Reformed denomination, and rather
encourage ‘its churches to continue to use the discipline of the Word to
effect necessary changes in the situation’.” (cf. Acts. 1971, Art. 103, 6,
p- 89)

Grounds:

a. Classis Chicago North has not demonstrated that “the concept of
discipline” fostered by the Resolutions on Race 1968 is foreign to the
Christian Reformed denomination.

b. The use of the discipline of the Word does not preclude the use of
“procedural discipline,” The Heidelberg Catechism defines the keys of
the kingdom of heaven as “the preaching of the holy gospel, and church
discipline or excommunication out of the Christian Church. By these two
the kingdom of heaven is opened to believers and shut against unbe-
lievers” (Question and Answer 83).

c. Classis Chicago North has assumed but has not demonstrated that
the Synod of 1971 by withholding action on the motion “of the necessity
of using procedural discipline” intended to repudiate the use of pro-
cedural discipline. —Adopted

6. Synod does not sustain the appeal of Classis Chicago North “to
substantiate scripturally as well as from the Church Order that a Chris-
tian, who though not acting out of fear, may act out of ‘frustration’.”

Grounds:

a. Synod has never given warrant to anyone to act out of “frustration.”

b. Synod said “that Christian brethren must meet and speak together,
in spite of (italics ours) frustration.” (Acts of Synod 1971, Art. 103, 5b,

cf. p. 88) —Adopted
7. Synod declare that this is its answer to Printed Appeal 2, Un-
printed Appeals 2, 4, and Communication 12, —Adopted

II1. GarriELD CoNsISTORY APPEALS DecisioNs OF CLASSIS
Cuicaco NorTH

A. Material: Printed Appeal 4.
B. Recommendation: That synod do not sustain the Garfield Appeal.
Ground: Lack of adequate documentation. —Adopted
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IV. PASTORAL ADVICE

A. Materials:

1. Communication 6.

2. Overture 21,

3. Letter from the Rev. James La Grand, Jr., dated June 13, 1972.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod receive as information Communication 6 which is a report
from Classis Chicago North re progress they have made in bringing
their policy and practices in line with synodical decisions, as instructed
by the Synod of 1971 (p. 90, item 11).

Ground: Classis Chicago North has presented a direct appeal against
synod’s past action and certain resolutions on race. —Adopted

.2. Synod adopt the following statement of pastoral advice,

Synod expresses its thanks to the Lord that four years of turmoil and
anguish over the implications of biblical teaching on race relations have
come to an end.

A new climate has come about, more favorable to reconciliation,
obedience and the healing of wounds.

All the churches in Classis Chicago North, all the parties involved in
loco and even the total membership of our denomination must seek the
relaxation of tensions, the allaying of suspicions and cessation of recrimi-
nations.

Let us get together as brothers in Christ to proclaim the gospel and
render obedience to him in all of life.

We urge Classis Chicago North to seek to implement all the race reso-
lutions of 1968 as a biblical yoke not hard to bear. Let those who were
aggrieved in any way be ready to forgive and accept one another in the
Lord.

Let us all be examples of reconciliation in the midst of a world bleed-
ing out of a thousand wounds.

Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell together in unity
for there the Lord has commanded the blessing:

EVEN LIFE FOREVERMORE. —Adopted
3. Synod declare the pastoral advice above to be synod’s answer to
Overture 21. —Adopted

Closing prayer is offered.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 22, 1972
Nineteenth Session

. ARTICLE 61 ‘
Opening devotions of song, scripture reading and prayer are held.

The roll call reveals all present with the following changes: The Rev.
J. Hasper, Elders A. Vissia and M. De Young, of Classes California
South, Muskegon and Zeeland respectively, resume their places in synod.

The concept minutes are read and approved.
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ARTICLE 62
Committee 10, Publications, the Rev. D. Negen reporting, presents the

following: (The report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued from
Article 49.)

I. GREaT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS

That synod approve of the continued use of the Great Commission
publications for the junior and senior high Sunday School classes for an
additional year.

Ground: This is an extension of the one year trial period approved
by the Synod of 1971. —Adopted

IT. SpaNise LITERATURE

That synod continue the work of producing the Spanish Educational
materials.

Grounds:

a. There is a dearth of Reformed literature in the Spanish language.

b. Our church has an increasing ministry to the Spanish-speaking
people. : —Adopted

III. DE WaAcCHTER

That synod approve the concept of subsidizing De Wachter for one
year and refer the implementation of this to the Advisory Budget Com-
Inittee.

Grounds:

a. Subsidizing is a new concept with respect to De Wachter and re-
quires a decision from synod before specific financing can be considered
by the budget committee.

b. There is a continuing financial loss entailed in the publication of
De Wachter and the board is unable to continue to sustain this loss.

—Adopted
IV. OvErRTURE 16—SHORTEN AcTs oF SyNoD

A. Material: Overture 16.

B. Recommendation:

That synod reject the overture of Classis Chicago North which asks
synod to “adopt a rule for synodical procedure that will require the
Stated Clerk of synod to omit from the Acts of Synod all reports, over-
tures, protests, and the like, which have already been printed in the
Agenda.”

Grounds:

a. The advantages of incorporating the Agenda materials in the Acts
warrant the additional cost.

b. The publication of the Acts containing all the reports fac111tates re-
search and reference.

c. The distribution of the Acts is broader ‘than the distribution of
the Agenda. - —Adopted

(Report of Advzsory ‘Committee 10 is continued in Artlcle 70.) -

The morning session is closed with prayer.
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 22, 1972
Twentieth Session

ARTICLE 63
Opening devotions are held.

A letter is received from Prof. Henry Zwaanstra accepting his re-ap-
pointment to the Seminary.

ARTICLE 64
Committee 12, Budget Matters, the Rev. E. L. Shuart reporting, pre-
sents the following:

(The report of Advisory Committee 12 is continued from Article 48).
Quotas and Approved Causes

I. DENoMINATIONAL CAUSES
A. Denominational Quotas
1. Materials:
a, Finance Committee of Synodical Interim Committee Report
b. Back to God Hour, Report 1
c. Board of Publications, Report 5
d. Calvin College and Seminary, Report 2
e. Chaplain Committee, Report 9
f. Board of Foreign Missions, Report 3
g. Fund for Needy Churches, Report 12
h. Board of Home Missions, Report 4
i. Synodical Committee on Race Relations, Report 17
j. Ministers’ Pension Fund, Report 15
k. Historica] Committee, Report 13
1. United Calvinist Youth, Report 29

2. Orientation:

The Advisory Committee for Budget Matters carefully reviewed all
the materials on hand for all of the following causes. Representatives
of the denominational causes were granted audience by the committee
and all of their appeals and concerns were considered alongside of the
recommendations of the Finance Committee of the Synodical Interim
Committee. All of the denominational quota requests were considered
before the Advisory Committee acted on any one of them. We request
that synod follow the same procedure.

3. Survey of the Quota Requests and Recommendations:

" Recom-
Requested mended
1971 1972 for 1973 for 1973

Back to God Hour $ 1325 $ 1400 $ 16.00 $ 15.00
Board of Publications: '
a. Spanish literature .75, 75 .75 .75
b. De Wachter 25 25
¢. Church-School Curriculum ... ’ 2.00 2.00
d. Denominational building addition ... 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Calvin College & Seminary** (1) ... 29.40.  30.00 30.60 30.60
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Chaplains’ Deposit Fund ...........cccooeromereecee .50 .50 .50

Foreign Missions ... 25.50 26.75 28.75 28.75

Fund for Needy Churches (2) .ooomoeereeeeeeeee 7.50 9.50 9.50 11.25

Home Missions 40.50 41.10 41.10 41.10

Ministers’ Pension Fund i 17.00 20.00 22.00 22.00

Synodical Expense Fund (3) —iiocemeeeee. 2.00 3.00 2.75 2.75
a. Synodical Committee on Race Relations 1.40 1.40 1.40
b. Minority Student Scholarship Fund ... 10

United Calvinist Youth (building fund only  1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

1971 - 1972 - 1973)
Total Yearly per Family Quota ..ccocceecaeaeeees $137.90 $149.00

Footnotes:

$157.70 $158.35

(1) Figures for Calvin represent an average of the variable quota as shown in
chart below.
(2) Increase of minimum salary under F.N.C. to $7,500.00 requires $1.00 ad-

dition,
(3) Includes $10,000.00 for the Historical Committee.

**Allocated on an area basis (varying from $14.25 to $39.75 in 1972).
In agreement with the decision of the Synod of 1962, Synod of 1972 should
approve the following regional or area quotas for Calvin College & Seminary.

Area No.

Area No.
Area No.
Area No.

Area No.
Area No.

Area No.

1—comprises Classes Grand Rapids East, Grand
Rapids North, Grand Rapids South, & Grand-
ville
2—comprises Classes Cadillac, Holland, XKalama-
zoo, Lake Erie, Muskegon, and Zeeland ........
3—comprises Classes Chicago North, Chicago
South, Illiana, Wisconsin, and Florida ...........
4—comprises Classes Minnesota North, Minnesota
South, Northcentral Iowa, Orange City,
Pella, and Sioux Center
5—comprises Classes Hackensack, Hudson ........
6—comprises Classes Columbia, Pacific North-
west, California South, Central California,
and Rocky Mountain
7—comprises Classes Alberta North, Alberta
South, British Columbia, Chatham, Eastern
Canada, Hamilton, Huron, Quinte & Toronto

1972

$39.75
36.50
30.00

14.25
39.75

26.50

14.50

1973

$41.25
40.25
33.25

14.50
41.25

26.00

14.50

Areas which benefit from a quota reduction should employ the monies

saved to finance their
104, XXV).

present area colleges (Acts of Synod, 1962, pp. 54,

[Change in quota is due to variation in the number of students]
Recommendation: That synod adopt the denominational quota of
$158.35 per family for 1973.

B. Denominational Causes for One or More Offerings:

1. Armed Forces Fund of the Home Missions Board
2. Back to God Hour for above-quota needs

3. Back to God Tract Committee

4. Board of Foreign Missions for above-quota needs
5. Board of Home Missions for above-quota needs
_6. Chaplain Fund

7. Commiittee for Educational Assistance to Churches Abroad

—Adopted
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8. Minority Student Scholarship Fund (remit to synodical treasurer)
9. Supplemental Relief Fund of Ministers’ Pension Fund Committee

C. Denominational Benevolence Cause for One or More Offerings
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee

D. Denominational Related Youth Causes for One or More Offerings
1. Calvinettes (division of United Calvinist Youth)

2. Calvinist Cadet Corps (division of United Calvinist Youth)

3. Young Calvinist Federation (division of United Calvinist Youth)
4. Young Calvinist Servicemen’s Ministry

Recommendation:

That synod approve the above recommmended causes for one or more
offerings. —~—Adopted
II. Non-DeNomINATIONAL CAUsSES RECOMMENDED FOR FINANCIAL

SupporT

The following non-denominational causes are recommended for finan-
cial support and not necessarily for one or more offerings. The number
of offerings or the percentage of each offering for these causes is a mat-
ter that each consistory should decide.

A. Benevolent Causes .

. Bethany Christian Home, Inc.

. Bethesda Hospital

. Calvary Rehabilitation Center

Christian Sanatorium Association

. Christian School Employees Relief Fund (only when specially re-
quested)

Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat

Elim Christian School

. The Luke Society

Pine Rest Christian Hospital Association (includes Children’s Re-
treat and Sheltered Workshop)

. Educational Causes
Association for Advancement of Christian Scholarship
. Christian Schools Educational Foundation (NUCS)
. Dordt College, Inc.
. National Union of Christian Schaools (general fund)
. Reformed Bible College
. Trinity Christian College
. Westminster Theological Seminary
Recommendation:
The synod approve the benevolent and educational cauvses for finan-
cial support. —Adopted

C. Miscellaneous Causes
1. American Bible Society (U.S. churches only)
2. Canadian Bible Society (Canadian churches only)
3. Christian Labour Association of Canada (Canadian churches only)
4. Christian Laymen’s League
5. Faith, Prayer and Tract League

O 0N =
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. Gideons {For Bible distribution only)

. Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship

. Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada (Canadian churches only)
. Lord’s Day Alliance of the U.S. (U.S. churches only)
T.E.L.L. (The Evangelical Literature League)
World Home Bible League (includes Canadian Home Bible .
League)

Recommendation:

=OQWRS3

10.
11.

That synod approve the recommended miscellaneous causes for finan-
cial support. X —Adopted

IIT. FINANGIAL REFERENCE GUIDE

The Finance Comunittee Is again preparing a reference guide to be
furnished to church councils in making judgment on the extent of sup-
port for recommmended causes. This excellent book is worthy of the
attention of all churches,

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS !

1. That the a.doptlon of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowsth on the list
of causes for financial support be recorded as $ynod’s answer to Over-
ture 10, —Adopted

2. That a study be made to determine if a number of non-denomi-
national causes recommended for financial support are actually Jocal or
regional in character, (Refer to Synodxcal Interim Committee for
action) ——Adapted

3. That synod urges the classes to instruct their church visitors, in
addition to their regular duties, also to delve into the reasons why a
church is not meeting its denorminational quotas. When a classis is
convinced that a tember church is unable to pay the quotas, the churches
within a classis, if possible, should be requested to assist that church to
meet its denominational cobligations. —Adopted

4. That synod commend the Finance Committee of the Synodical
Interim Committee for its diligent service. Sincere appreciation is given
to Mrs, Joanne Sonneveldt for her dedicated work of secretarial as-
sistance to the Finance Committee of the Synodical Interim Commit-
tee, ~—Adopted

V. Revise SywopicaL QuoTa SysTEM
A, Materials:
1. Overtures 11, 25,
2. Communication 1.

B. Obserpations:

Classis Chicago North in Overture 25, Classis Pella and the Consistory
of the Christian Reformed Church, Phoemx Arizona, express “dissatis-
faction with the present quota system” and “the increasing cost of the
Quota Fund.” The Advisory Budget Committee evaluated these concerns
ove:;d against the background of prevxous studies and decxsmns made by
syn
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Synod appointed a committee in 1965 to make a comprehensive study
of the whole matter of quotas and quota equalization and to report to
the Synod of 1967. The study committee requested and received per-
mission of the 1967 Synod to postpone the report until 1968 and to con-
duct a survey of the churches concerning quota matters.

The study committee’s report based on the results of the survey {Sup-
plement 46, Acts of Synod, 1968) was referred by the Synod of 1968 to
the churches for their consideration. Upon instruction by synod, the

study committee and the Standing Advisory Budget Committee (now the
Finance Committee of the Synodical Interim Committee) jointly evalu-
ated the report and the churches’ responses and presented recommenda-
tions to the Synod of 1969 (Supplement 13, Acts of Synod, 1969). The
Synod of 1969 mandated the Standing Advisory Budget Commitiee “to
solicit actively the reactions of the consistories” to supplemental reporis
46 and 13 and to present recommendations to the Synod of 1970 “which
take into account the reactions received from the consistories.”

Another questionnaire was designed and mailed to all consistories
asking them if they agreed or disagreed with the recommendations in
Supplements 46 and 13. The recommendations of the Standing Advisory
Committee to the 1970 Synod (Supplement 42, Acts of Synod, 1970)
were based on the original Study Cornmittee report and on the responses
of consistories to this questionnaire,

One paragraph is cited from Supplement 42, since it is pertinent to this
analysis:

“Although only 85 consistories responded, analysis indicates that this
sample is reasonably representative of the total 658 churches in ocur de-
nomination. The average number of families in a church in our denomi-
nation during 1969 was about 95; in our sample, it is 97. The percentage
of churches with less than 100 families in the denomination during 1969
was 35 percent; in our sample, it is 60 percent. Canadian churches rep-
resented 24 percent of the total in the denomination in 1969; in our sam-
ple they represent 18 percent.”

The Synod of 1970 decided “that the present system of adopting and
publishing the average denominational requirements per family be
continued.” '

C. Recommendations:

1, That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Mr. F, Hollebeek,
Dr. M. De Vries, and Mr. L. Vander Ploeg. —Adopted

2. That synod continue the present quota system.

Grounds:

a. Synod 1970 so decided from the report of the Quota Equalization
Committee,

b, The present systern is the best of any at this time, though it has
some inequities, —Adopted

3. That synod affirm the decisions of previous synods on the necessity
of paying quotas.

Grounds:

a. The success of the programs of our denominational agencies depends
on the receipt of funds,
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b. The synod annually, as the broadest official representative body of
our denomination, reviews all agency programs and approves budgets
and quotas for these programs.

c. The failure of some congregations to supply their quota puts added
responsibility on other congregations to make up the resulting deficit.

d. The lack of sufficient quota money puts in jeopardy the jobs of
many people employed by these agencies. —Adopted

4. That synod declare that the churches should put a greater emphasis
on freewill offerings (above quota-gifts) in supplying the budgets of the
denominational agencies.

Ground: The denominational agencies do operate, in increasing mea-
sure annually, both by quota money and freewill offerings. —Adopted

5. That synod instruct the Finance Commitiee of the Synodical In-
terim Committee and all denominational agencies to develop their work
and plan their budgets with the above decisions (2, 3, 4) as guidelines.

—Adopted
6. That synod record the above decisions as its answer to overtures 11,
25, and Communication 1. —Adopted

ARTICLE 65

Committee 7, Inter<Church, the Rev. J. Morren reporting, presents
the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 7 is continued from
Article 59.)

I. Croser RELATIONS WrrH OrTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A. Material: Recommendations from the OPC’s Fraternal Delegate,
Rev. J. P Galbraith.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod propose to the next General Assembly of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church that amnnually each inform the other of special
studies that are being made by our respective synods and general as-
semblies, that correspondence on such subjects be encouraged on the
committee level, and that the respective study reports be sent to each
other’s parent body. —Adopted

2. That synod propose to the next General Assembly of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church that, in regard to matters on which decisions are
to be made by synods and general assemblies with respect to each other,
arrangements be made to have the fraternal delegate or other repre-
sentative from that body present for consultation and advice during
the discussion of the matters by the committees and/or synod and gen-
eral assembly. —Adopted

3. That synod express to the next General Assembly of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church that it is highly desirable that Laison be established
between boards and other church agencies of both denominations by
which means we may seek to avoid further separation and attain more
fully that unity of faith and practice which is our biblical obligation.

. —Adopted
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ARTICLE 66
Committee 8, Foreign Missions, the Rev. S. Draayer reporting, pre-
sents the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 8 is continued
from Article 32.)

I. LukE SocieTy

A. Material: Report 26.

B. Recommendations:

1. That synod grant the privilege of the floor to Dr. William Bouman,
secretary of the Luke Society, when matters pertaining to the Luke So-
ciety are discussed. —Adopted

2. That synod approve the transfer of the responsibility of the spir-
itual care of the patients at Rehoboth Hospital from the Home Mission
Board to the Luke Society.

Grounds:

a. This is in line with the request of the Luke Society.

b. This is agreeable to the Home Mission Board.

c. This would place the entire care of patients under one agency.

—Adopted

8. That in response to the Luke Society request for approval from
synod to obtain the services of a chaplain for Rehoboth Hospital, synod
advise the Luke Society to follow normal ecclesiastical procedure.

—Adopted

‘ ARTICLE 67
Committee 13, Varia, the Rev. J. Vander Laan reporting, presents the
following: (The report of Advisory Committee 13 is continued from
Article 43.)

I. Lobge aND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

A. Materials:

1. Report 45, (majority and minority reports).

2. (Communication 13.

B. Background:

In 1969 Classis Lake Erie requested synod to study whether it is pos-
sible for a person to hold simultaneous church and lodge membership.
Synod responded by referring the overture back to Classis Lake Erie on
the ground that the study requested could be undertaken on the classical
level. Classis submitted a report on the matter in 1970 and synod took
the following action:

“] That synod reject the request of Classis Lake Erie to declare the
matter of simultaneous membership in secret societies and the Christian
Reformed Church be left to the local consistories.

Grounds:

a. Classis Lake Erie recognizes that the Christian religion and the re-
ligion of the lodge are incompatible.

b. Even though the admission of members into the church is a concern
of .each local consistory, yet there are certain matters on which the
churches must agree to a uniform policy.
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“2. That synod appoint a committee for the purpose of formulating a
current statement of the position of the Christian Reformed Church in
respect to lodge membership, covering both the reasons for this position
and the method of its application in the life of the church, and giving
special emphasis to the exclusive claims of Christ upon the total 11fe of
a believer. Such a statement shall take into consideration:

a. corporate responsibility,

b. contemporary conditions,

c. the need of a clear public witness re lodge membership, and

d. the problems incurred in pastoral relationships.

Grounds:

a. The statement adopted in 1900 is historically conditioned and not
entirely adequate to serve our needs today.

b. An_effective, contemporary statement which points out the teach-
ings and practices of the lodge in the light of the Christian faith and
which shows the implications of membership in the lodge would be a
valuable asset in our evangelism effort.”

C. Observations:

1. There is much valuable material in both the majority and minority
report which elucidates our position on the lodge and the basis for that
position.

2. It is our judgment that Synod of 1970 in its decision in effect main-
tained the historic position of the church when it decided to reject the
request of Classis Lake Erie “to declare the matter of simultaneous mem-
bership in secret societies and the Christian Reformed Church be left to
the local consistories.”

3. The committee appointed by Synod of 1970 was mandated to
formulate a current statement of our position on lodge membership,
It is our judgment that synod expected such a declaration to be in the
form of a statement which could be presented in explanation of our po-
sition. (Cf. 2, ¢, and ground b above.)

4, We believe that both reports would have been strengthened by more
extensive reference to the clear message of Scripture and the doctrinal
positions of the Christian Reformed Church and their bearing on the
matter of secret societies.

D. Analysis:

1. Tt is our judgment that the committee did not fulfill the mandate in
either the majority or the minority report. The majority failed in not pro-
ducing the statement that was requested by synod to be 2 public
witness and something to be used in our evangelism efforts. In our judg-
ment the minority report goes beyond the mandate by offering recom-
mendations that would alter our position.

2. Much of the material in both reports, and especially in our minority
report could be used in the formulation of the statement originally re-
quested by synod.

3. The communication from Immanuel Salt Lake Clty asks that the
minority report be adopted since they have a “flesh and blood case” of a
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man who is an “active Mason” who wishes to be a member of their
church.

E. Recommendations:

1. That synod advise the committee that the Synod of 1970 reaffirmed
the position of the church regarding the incompatibility of simultaneous
membership in secret societies and the Christian Reformed Church.

—Adopted
2. That synod thank the committee for its work and discharge the
committee. —Adopted

3. That synod appoint a new committee to fulfill the requirements of
the mandate as envisioned by the Synod of 1970 and report to the Synod

of 1973. - —Adopted
4. That synod declare this to be its answer to Communication 13 from
the Salt Lake City Immanue} church. —Adopted

I1. SyNobicAL DepuTIES’ REPORTS ON THE CLASSICAL EXAMINATION
or CANDIDATES
Classis Candidate Synodical Deputies

Alberta South John De Vries J. D. Pereboom, Alberta North

H. De Moor, British Columbia
D. Pierik, Alberta South

Homer Samplonius  J. Van Dyk, British Columbia

J. D. Pereboom, Alberta North

G. Pars, Pacific Northwest
British Columbia Henry De Moor, Jr. J.D. Pereboom, Alberta North

H. De Moor, Alberta South

G. Pars, Pacific Northwest
Central California  Ronald De Young H. Sonnema, California South

E. Boer, Rocky Mountain

K. Slager, Columbia
Chatham Sieds Vander Meer  S. Draayer, Lake Erie

G. Nonnekes, Huron

L. Praamsma, Hamilton
Chicago North Jerry Alferink T. C. Van Kooten, Holland

) L. A. Bazuin, Illiana

M. R. Doornbos, Grand Rapids North
Florida James Osterhouse . §. Draayer, Lake Erie

R. Wildschut, Hudson

E. Bradford, Hackensack
Grand Rapids East David H. Engelhard J. Blankespoor, Zeeland

Kenneth R. Wezeman J. Hellinga, Grand Rapids South
’ J. Medendorp, Grandyville

Grand Rapids North Dale Gooper H. De Wolf, Grandville

J. Eppinga, GR. South

H. Vander Ark, G.R. East
Grand Rapids South Howard Vugteveen  J. Blankespoor, Zeeland

G. Rozenboom, Grand Rapids North

J- Mulder, Kalamazoo

Hackensack David Janke E. Heerema, Florida
Aldon Kuiper R. Wildschut, Hudson
Ronald Lobbezoo J- Malestein, Lake Erie
Robert Steen

Ronald Vredeveld
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Classis Candidate Synodical Deputies
Holland Arlo M. Compaan J. Mulder, Kalamazoo
J. Blankespoor, Zeeland
J. Medendorp, Grandville
Hudson Philip C. Holtrop J-Malestein, Lake Erie
Neal Plantinga A. Schaafsma, Eastern Canada
John R. Vander E. Bradford, Hackensack
Borgh
Huron Jack Roeda P. Sluys, Chatham
R. Popma, Quinte
 R. Kooistra, Toronto
John Koole _A. Groen, Chatham
R. Praamsma, Hamilton
R. Kooistra, Toronto
Illiana Thomas Dykman W. Witte, Chicago North
John Joldersma R. Leestma, Chicago South
T. C. Van Kooten, Holland
Kalamazoo Ronald Baker E. Tamminga, Holland
Henry De Vries J- Medendorp, Grandville
J. Hellinga, Grand Rapids South
Minnesota North Harold De Jong J. Rubingh, Orange City
Larry Slings J. Engbers, Sioux Center
Lee Smits H. Entingh, Minnesota South
Minnesota South Larry Meyer G. Vanden Berg, Orange City
James Scholten H. Hollander, Northcentral Iowa
Laryn Zoerhof J..Engbers, Sioux Center
Muskegon John De Boer A. Poel, Cadillac
G. Rozenboom, Grand Rapids North
J. Blankespoor, Zeeland
Northcentral Iowa  Henry Lamsma H. Exoo, Wisconsin
T. Heyboer, Minnesota South
J. Rubingh, Orange City
Jack Vander Plate P. Bakker, Pella

Pacific Northwest

Pella

Rocky Mountain

Sioux Center

W. Keith Bulthuis
Melvin Flikkema

Stanley Mast
Robert Timmer

Peter De Jong
Orlan Hogan

James Admiraal
Ronald De Young
Philip Kok

J. Engbers, Sioux Center
J. Rubingh, Orange City

J. Van Dyk, British Columbia
H. Petroelje, Central California
K. Slager, Columbia

J. Van Dyk, British Columbia
J. Hekman, Central California
K. Slager, Columbia

H. Hollander, Northcential Iowa
P. Y. De Jong, Sioux Center

J- Rubingh, Orange City

H. Hollander, Northcentral Iowa
P. Bakker, Pella

P. Y. De Jong, Sioux Center

H. Entingh, Minnesota South
P. Bakker, Pella
G. Vanden Berg, Orange City

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical

deputies.

—Adopted
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III. SyNopicar DepuTiES’ REPORTS

A. Ramon Borrego

The synodical deputies J. Malestein (Lake Erie), A. Schaafsma
(Eastern Canada), and E. Bradford (Hackensack) heard the Colloquium
Doctum of Ramon Borrego and concurred in the judgment of Classis
Hudson that his responses were satisfactory and approved having him de-
clared eligible for a call in the Christian Reformed Church.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

B. Mr. Peter Boodt

The synodical deputies S. Draayer (Lake Erie), G. Nonnekes (Huron),
and L. Praamsma (Hamilton) concurred with the motion of Classis
Chatham to declare Peter Boodt eligible for a call as a minister of the
Word and sacraments in the Christian Reformed Church.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

C. Mr. Dale Cooper

The synodical deputies J. Blankespoor (Zeeland), H. Vander Ark
(G.R. East), and J. Eppinga (G.R. South) concurred with Classis Grand
Rapids North in its decision to permit the Highland Hills, CRC to call
Mr. D. Cooper as its associate pastor, to be loaned as teacher of Bible
to the Calvin Christian High School, Grandville, Michigan.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

D. Release for Call

The synodical deputies M. R. Doornbos (G.R. North), L. Bazuin
(Illiana), and H. Exoo (Wisconsin) concurred in the decision to termi-
nate the ministerial relationship of the Rev. James La Grand, Jr. with the
Warren Park Christian Reformed Church and to declare him eligible
for a call.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

E. Sherwin Van Klompenberg

Candidate S. Van Klompenberg accepted the call to the La Mars,
Towa, congregation last fall and was subsequently examined by Classis
Orange City in the presence of the synodical deputies P. Y. De Jong
(Sioux Center), H. Hollander (Northcentral Iowa), and H. Entingh
(Minnesota South). The candidate did not sustain this examination and
another examination was held on May 10, 1972, which he passed, with
the concurring advice of the synodical deputies from the same three
classes. During the time that the candidate served as stated supply some
evidences of incompatibility between the candidate and the church be-
came evident and the synodical deputies recommended and classis ap-
proved delay of ordination until the difficulties could be resolved. A
committee of older and expenenced ministers was appointed to assist
the candidate and the consistory. However, when classis met on May 30,
1972, classis decided with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies
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(T. Heyboer, Minnesota South; H. Hollander, Northcentral Iowa; and
P. Y. De Jong, Sioux Center) to sever the relationship between the can-
didate and the church because sufficient evidence of incompatibility
between the candidate and the consistory was presented.
Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

F. Associate Educational Editor

The synodical deputies G. Rozenboom (G.R. North), A. Poel (Cadil-
lac), and C. Bolt (Zeeland) served Classis Grand Rapids East and ap-
proved the calling of the Rev. ]J. Batts to this position. The report of
these deputies was incomplete but a conference with one of them pro-
vided the necessary information,

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies, —Adopted

G. Honorable release for the Rev. Thomas L. Smith

The synodical deputies J. Rubingh (Orange City), H. Hollander
(Northcentral Iowa), and P. Y. De Jong (Sioux Center) in serving
Classis Pella, concurred in the request of the Rev. Thomas L. Smith for
honorable release from the ministry of the Gospel according to Article
14 of the Church Order.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies, —Adopted

H. Second Christian Reformed Church of Toronto

The synodical deputies H. De Bolster (Hamilton), G. Nonnekes
(Huron), and R. Popma (Quinte) served Classis Toronto with advice
concerning a matter of procedure which resulted in annulling the deci-
sion of Classis Toronto of November 4, 1971, regarding the suspension of
the officebearers of the Toronto II Christian Reformed Church. The
synodical deputies agreed to serve a committee of classis with advice
working to bring about complete reconciliation. We gratefully take note
of the action of Classis Toronto and the synodical deputies.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies, —Adopted
I. Dr. G. Van Groningen

The synodical deputies G. Vanden Berg (Orange City), P. Bakker
(Pella), and H. Entingh (Minnesota South) concurred in the request of
the Bethel Sioux Center consistory to call and install Dr. G. Van
Groningen to serve as Professor of Bible at Dordt College.

Ground: The task is spiritual in character and directly related to the
ministerial calling.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodlcal
deputies. —Adopted

J. Dr. Simon Kistemaker

The synodical deputies G. Vanden Berg (Orange City), P. Bakker
(Pella), and H. Entingh (Minnesota South) concurred in the request of
the Bethel Sioux Center consistory to call and install Dr. Simon Kiste-
maker to serve as Professor of New Testament Theology at the Reformed
Theological Seminary at Jackson, Mississippi.



SR TN A

y

Acts oF Sywop, 1972 93

Ground: The task is spiritual in character and directly related to the
ministerial calling.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies, —Adopied

K. Release and Appeal of the Rev. H. De Bruyn

The synodical deputies J. Malestein (Lake Erie), G. Nonnekes
(Huron), and D. C. Los (Hamilton) concurred with the action of Classis
Chatham that the Rev. H. De Bruyn be released from active ministerial
service in the congregation of Windsor, Ontario, as requested by the call-
ing Church of Essex, Ontario. Later the Rev. De Bruyn appealed this
decision and was sustained in his appeal by the classis with the concurring
advice of the synodical deputies J. Malestein, G. Nonnekes, and H. De
Bolster (Classis Hamilton).

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies. —Adopted

L. Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Trinity College

The synodical deputies J. Mulder (Kalamazoo), L. Bazuin (Illiana),
and J. Hocksema (Wisconsin) considered the request of Classis Chicago
South to grant permission to the Palos Heights CRC to call the Rev.
Maarten Vrieze as associate minister to serve as Associate Professor
of Philosophy at Trinity College and did not concur with the decision of
classis to grant this request. The synodical deputies were not persuaded
that the teaching position of Dr. Vrieze is spiritual in character and di-
rectly related to the ministerial calling in the sense in which Article 13
of the Church Order uses the terms “spiritual” and “ministerial.” Classis
Chicago South appeals this decision and requests synod to grant the
request of the Palos Heights CRC as approved by classis, Classis judges
that the position is spiritual in character and is directly related to the
ministerial calling and claim the synodical deputies have not disproved
this. Though Classis Chicago South quotes from the Trinity Christian
College Bulletin to prove their point and quotes the president of the
college, your committee is convinced that the same things could be said
of every other (Christian teacher as well.

Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical
deputies and not sustain the appeal of Classis Chicago South. —Adopted

Observation: Your committee notes that many of the reports of the
synodical deputies were without dates and some of them were incom-
plete or improperly formulated. We call to the attention of the synodical
deputies the decision of Synod of 1971, “That synod instruct the synodi-
cal deputies to file complete reports in accordance with the rules for such
reports” (Acts 1971, p. 68).

V. HistoricAL COMMITTEE
A. Material: Report 13,

- B. Recommendation: That synod commend the Historical Committee
for its work and that the committee be continued. —Adopted

Closing prayer is offered.
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THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 22, 1972
Twenty-first Session

ARTICLE 68
The session is opened with song and prayer.
The Rev. E. Los replaces the Rev. C. Bolt for Classis Zeeland.

Synod reads a letter from Dr. L. DeKoster accepting his reappoint-
ment as Editor of The Banner.

_ ARTICLE 69
Committee 3, Church Order I, the Rev. J. B. Vos reporting, presents

the following: (The report of Advisory Committee 3 is continued from
Article 58.) '

I. FcoLesiasTical OFFICE AND ORDINATION
A. Material: Report 40.

B. Background and Analysis: :

During the 1960’s the precise status of layworkers in evangelism was
repeatedly studied and discussed. The Synods of 1965 and 1967 failed to
determine that status. The Synod of 1969, finding itself alse unable to
resolve the issue, decided that no solution was likely to be found without
the church’s coming to a clearer understanding of the nature of ec-
clesiastical office and the meaning of ordination. The study committee
then appointed now places before synod the result of three years of study
on that basic issue.

The report is impressive in many ways and reflects the more than
two dozen meetings required to hammer it out. It brings together in an
admirable and fresh manner an amazing amount of biblical givens re-
lating to the subject of office and ordination. Some of the relevant pas-
sages are exegeted in considerable detail and carefully compared with
others. While the study of the Old and New Testament materials com-
prises the main part of the report, a sketch of how office and ordina-
tion have been viewed in the history of the Christian church is also pre-
sented. The report recommends its conclusions as guidelines for finding
solutions to the practical problems now faced in the area of office and
ordination. .

It is unnecessary to reproduce in detail the findings of the study com-
mittee since these are clearly reflected in the conclusions, The conclu-
sions to which the report comes must, when adopted, be expected to have
significant consequences both for the internal functioning of the local
congregation and for the life of the denomination. By emphasizing that
“office” in the New Testament means DIAKONIA (“service” or “minis-
try”) and that this “service” is committed not to some select group
but to the whole church as Christ’s body, the report focuses on biblical
perspectives which are basic to any sound view of office and ordination.
Therein the study committee has rendered an invaluable service.

On the other hand, the advisory committee also feels compelled to ask
a number of questions which have a direct bearing on the matter before
us, The startling amount of relevant data from the Bible which the com-
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mittee has brought together needs, we feel, some further reflection, For
example, while the report does mention the apostolate it does not analyze
that important office in its significance for the task and authority of
other special offices. Furthermore, while reference to the authority of
special offices is not absent, it is in our opinion inadequately dealt with.
For instance, the element of authority in I Thessalonians 5:12, 13, He-
brews 13:17, and similar passages has not received sufficient attention
in the report to offer a convincing interpretation,

The advisory committee is convinced that before synod acts on the
specific recommendations of the report, the study committee should ad-
dress itself to a number of spegific questions; formulated below, to round
out the report. The conclusions thus reached can then hopefully func-
tion as a solid foundation for the resclution of the practical problem of
the status of lay workers in evangelism and for a review of the place
and function of the special offices (ministries) in the life of the church
of Christ as a whole.

" C. Recommendations:
I. That Dr. Willis De Boer be given the privilege of the floor.
' —Adopted

2. That synod refer the report together with its recommendation back
to the study committee and request the committee

a. to address itself to such (inter-related) questions as these:

1) To whom does the exalted Christ delegate his authority (Mat-
thew 28:191.), to the church as a whole, to special offices within the
church, or to both?

2) What is the nature of the authority involved in the special
office in its relation to what is known as “the office of all helievers?”

3) What is the relationship between the task and authority of the
apostles and that of other offices (ministries) in the church?
~ b. to delineate the comparison between its conclusions and articles 30,
31 of the Belgic Confession as well as the forms for installation/ordina-
tion of office bearers presently used in the Christian Reformed Church,
and ’

c. to report to the Synod of 1973.

Grounds:

a. The relationship between “service” and “authority” has not been
sufficiently dealt with in the report. _

b. Conclusions of a report with far-reaching consequences for the life
of the church of Christ ought to be firmly established before they are
adopted.

¢. The requested comparison will illustrate some of the significant im-

plications of the report’s conclusions. —Adopted

3. That this preliminary report with the above decisions of synod be

sent to the RES for information. —Adopted
ARTICLE 70

Committee 10, Publications, the Rev. D. Negen reporting, presents the
following: {The report of Advisory Committee 10 is continued from
Article 62y - ... : Lo :
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I. UnprINTED ApPEAL: CENTRAL AVENUE CoONsISTORY oF HOLLAND,
MICHIGAN, APPEALS TO SYNOD TO ADJUDICATE ALLEGATIONS RE Doc-
TRINAL ViEws oF Dr. W. DE Bogr

A. Materials:

1. Appeal of Central Avenue Consistory

2. Communication from the Fuller Avenue, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
Consistory.

B. History: .

Allegations concerning Dr. W. De Boer’s private theological position,
particularly in regard to his interpretation of Genesis 1-11, came to the
Synod of 1970 from the Central Avenue Consistory. Synod of 1970 en-
couraged the Central Avenue Consistory to continue their study of the
matter raised in their communication. Synod also referred these docu-
ments to the Committee on the Nature and Extent of Biblical Authority
for consideration in their report.

Subsequently the Central Avenue Consistory pursued the matter fur-
ther with Dr. W. De Boer, and this resulted in an overture of Central
Avenue to the Synod of 1971 to adjudicate the correctness or the error
of Dr. De Boer’s position as expressed in his written statements. Synod
of 1971 did not accede to the overture of Central Avenue. The ground
given was that the proper ecclesiastical procedure had not been followed
with respect to Article 13 of the Church Order. This article declares that
a minister in an “extraordinary task” remains subject to his calling church
which shall supervise his doctrine and life.

Since the synodical meetings of 1971, the Central Avenue Consistory
pursued the matter with the Fuller Avenue Consistory, the calling body
for Dr. De Boer, After considering the documents and conferring with
Dr. De Boer, the Fuller Avenue Consistory concluded as follows: “We
have come to the judgment that the position espoused by Dr. De Boer lies
within the bounds of the confessions as interpreted in the study report
on Infallibility and Inspiration which the Synod of 1961 ‘commended’
to the church, and in the light of which it adjudicated certain charges
lodged against a professor of theology.”

Now there is a conflict of judgment between the Central Avenue and
the Fuller Avenue Consistories with the former appealing to Synod of
1972 to adjudicate the matter.

It should be observed that Central Avenue alleges no error in Dr.
De Boer’s teaching and preaching. The allegations concern his statements
to the Board of Trustees and with the Central Avenue Consistory.

C. Analysis of two major allegations of Central Avenue Consistory:

The consistory of the Central Avenue CRC objects to Dr. De Boer’s
statement, “My concern is that the credibility of the biblical message
not be staked on the accuracy of all the details.” The consistory reasons
that if all the details are not accurate, the Scripture cannot be reliable.
This sounds very straightforward, but the incriminated sentence is
taken out of a clear statement of Dr. W. De Boer that he believes Noah
to have been an actual historical figure. Dr. De Boer wrote: “As to
the historical accuracy of the account of his life, I have no specific prob-



Acts oF SyNop, 1972 97

lems.” However, Dr. De Boer points out in that same passage that he
is more interested in the meaning of this story of Noah in the context
of the message of the whole Bible than the question whether every detail
can stand the test of modern scientific accuracy. In other words: if
there are elements or details found in the story of Noah that would
not meet our standards of historical scientific accuracy, Dr. De Boer
would not be shocked in his firm belief in the absolute reliability of the
Scriptures. This is the meaning of the incriminated sentence: “My con-
cern is that the credibility of the biblical message not be staked on the
accuracy of all the details.”

A second focal concern of Central Avenue is the mterpretatlon of the
serpent in Genesis 3. Central Avenue’s problem is this: “In the account
of the fall, we read that Satan came to Eve in the form of a serpent.
Does this mean a literal serpent”? Dr. De Boer’s answer (Jan. 16, 1971,
P- 2, 3) is as follows (abbreviated): In the way you frame the question
there is evidence that there is something more going on here than the
literal statement conveys. You mention Satan. The account does not.
It is an interpretation that brings in Satan. What leads us to interpret
the story in this way? Two possibilities: Perhaps it is because later Scrip-
ture suggests this interpretation by calling Satan a serpent. Perhaps it
is because we intuitively discern that this serpent is not merely a serpent
but a tool of something else . . . The moment we have discovered these
dimensions behind the literal picture in Genesis 3, we are no longer in
a good position to insist that a strictly literal approach is the way to get
at the meaning of the account. I do not find it important to struggle
over the literalness of the serpent, for it seems obvious to me that the
importance of the account is not to be found here, but in what is really
going on in this portrayal in the larger, deeper, dimension.

From these statements it is plain that whereas Central Avenue con-
centrates on the literalness of the serpent while also holding to the larger
meaning, Dr. De Boer concentrates on the larger meaning without deny-
ing the literalness of the serpent. He simply does not have strong convic-
tions about a literal serpent.

D. Conclusion:

Some of Dr. De Boer’s statements taken in isolation sound negative.
In the total context of his writings, however, Dr. De Boer makes state-
ment after statement indicating his belief in the trustworthiness of Scrip-
ture.

E. Recommendations:

1. That synod declare that the Central Avenue Consistory has not
demonstrated that Dr. W. De Boer is in violation of the historic con-
fessions of the church. —Adopted

2. That synod counsel Dr. W. De Boer, as he pursues his exegetical
studies of Genesis 1-11, to continue to be alert to the limitations with
respect to the interpretation of these chapters expressed in Report 44,
especially point “e” of pastoral advice. Se