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PREFACE

The Agenda for the Synod of 1965 contains reports of both standing
and study committees, reports of representatives to various organizations
on the approved accredited list of causes worthy of support. In addition
the Agenda also containts twe printed appeals, a communication from
the Faculty of Calvin Seminary, notifications of personal appeals and
the names of all delegates to Synod.

The Synod of 1965 will bring a break in our denominational history
regarding the consecutive number of years the Synod has been held in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. From 1881 to 1900 Synod convened in Grand
Rapids, again from 1916 to 1920, and from 1930 to 1964.

This year the special prayer service for Synod will be held in the First
Christian Reformed Church of Orange City, Towa, on Tuesday evening
June 8 at 8:00 p.m. (The Synod of 1922 was held in Orange GCity, Iowa)

The pastor of the convening church (or the counsellor in the event of
a vacancy) will deliver the sermon and lead in special prayer for Synod.
All delegates and advisors to Synod are expected to attend.

Synod will convene for its first session in the auditorium of Dordt Col-
lege, Sioux Center, Iowa, on Wednesday morning at 9:00 a.m. The pastor
of the convening First Church of Orange City, Iowa, (or its counsellor
in the event of a vacancy) will be in charge of the opening devotions,
and serve as president pro-tem until the officers of the 1965 Synod are
elected and Synod has been properly constituted.

On Sunday, June 6, 1965, pastors and members of our congregations
are kindly requested to remember the Synod, its delegates and advisors,
in their intercessory prayers for traveling mercies and for the special guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit.

MG ey O

2850 Kalamazoo Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508

NOTICES
Delegates are kindly requested to bring the printed and mimeographed supple-
mentary copies of the Agenda to Synod. Delegates who are unable to attend will
please forward all supplementary materials received to their alternate delegate.

All delegates coming to Synod by auto are reminded of the decision of the
Synod of 1962 that traveling together will effect a considerable saving in travel

-expenses...(See_pages_111, 513, of .the_ Acts. of 1961, and_page.102 _of the Acts.of .

1962.)
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REPORT NO. 1

REPORT ON RELATIONS WITH
ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

ESTEEMED BRETHREN

In as much as your committee was newly appointed this past year, it
was necessary to meet early in the year to orient ourselves to our mandate
and procedure. After a meeting early in the fall, we arranged a meeting
with the committee appointed by the OPC for this purpose and met with
them in Morristown, N.]. on November 27, 1964.

Your committee first wishes to confirm the judgment of the previous
committee relative to our differences in Church polity. It was discovered
early in our discussion that there is a marked difference between our
denominations relative to the authority of the Church Order and the
purpose and function of our broader assemblies. In as much as this
major difference of Church Polity was placed in the hands of the com-
mittees on revision of the church order for our two denominations re-
spectively, we agreed to cease discussion relative to this matter and
proceed to investigate a positive program for the growth in mutual
understanding between the two denominations. After prolonged dis-
cussion, we agreed that some specific things might be accomplished and
thus each are making proposals to our major assernblies in our yearly
reports.

Your committee makes the following recommendations to Synod so
as to continue this program of developing understanding and closer re-
lationships between our bodies.

1. That Synod approve the work of this committee for the year 1964
and permit it to continue its program for another year. |

2. That Synod encourage the various organizations in our church
circles to extend invitations to the membership of the OPC to attend
conferences and conventions and meetings of instruction and inspiration.
(e.s. the Men’s Federation, Elders Conferences, Youth Conventions
and Youth Retreats, etc.)

3. That Synod request the Home Missions Board to consider the
feasibility of publishing a directory of our churches in convenient booklet
form, similar to that published by the OPC and that this be made avail-
able for distribution in our own and also in the OPC church as requested.

4. That Synod provide for funds that the directory of Churches and
Chapels of the OPC might also be made available for general distribu-
tion in our churches.

Humbly submitted,
Jacob Hasper, Secretary
A. Rozendal
J. T. Holwerda
L. Dykstra
P. Damsma
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REPORT NO. 2
CANADIAN RELIEF FUND

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

We are pleased to report to you again regarding the activities of the
Canadian Relief Fund. This fund is administered by the deacons of the
two churches in Chatham, Ontario.

During the past year there has not been much activity. The receipts
were low, $192.16, but the disbursements rose a little $1004.

Even though most of the Canadian churches seem to have become
independent, we still received some requests during the past year, and
are still working with some diaconates.

We feel that the fund should be kept in operation for at least another
year any way.

We wish to thank the one church that supported us during the past
year.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Receipts Disbursements
Balance, Jan. 1, 1964 $5,638.03 Relief to Canadian churches $1, 000 00
Canadian churches 27.00 Administration .-ceceococceeoeeen
Interest cceeeeiieieaann.e. — 165.16 Balance, Dec, 31, 1964........ 4 826 19
$5,830.19 $5,830.19

The annual audit was made by two elders, one from each church on
January 19, 1965.

Respectfully submitted,

Art Bisschop, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer
203 Sheldon Ave., Chatham, Ontario
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REPORT NO. 3

REPORT ON THE REVISION OF
FORMS FOR ORDINATION (or: INSTALLATION)

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church,
Convened June 1963, Sioux Center, Iowa

EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your committee, appointed to prepare a revision of Forms for the
Ordination (or: Installation) of Ministers, Missionaries, Professors of
Theology, and those engaged in special services (Acts 1961, p. 39, XII)
submitted a preliminary report to the Synod of 1963 (Acts 1963, pp.
400-405).

The Synod of 1963 approved the basic plan for the construction and
use of the Forms for the Ordination (or: Installation) of Ministers of
the Word proposed by the committee, and instructed the committee
to submit to the Synod of 1965 a final and finished draft of the basic
form, together with the needful adaptations for the ordination (or:
installation) of those called to various ministerial functions (Acts 1963,
Art. 115, pp. 78, 79).

In presenting this final report, we beg leave to make the following
observations:

1. It is believed that the basic form with its adaptations for various
ministerial functions, together with the recommendation to provide for
the commissioning of those ministers who enter upon extraordinary tasks,
meets the concerns expressed in the decision of the Synod of 1961, and
those that came to expression in the overture of Classis Grand Rapids
South which led to this decision (Cf. Acts 1961, p. 39, XII; pp. 515, 516).

2. It is judged that the present form for the ordination of Professors
of Theology should be altered and used as a commissioning form for
one entering upon the extraordinary ministerial task of teaching in our
Theological Seminary. If one so appointed has not been previously
ordained as a Minister of the Word, he should be so ordained by the
use of the basic form for the Ordination of Ministers of the Word,
the commissioning form for Teachers of Theology then being employed
as the adaptation suitable to that function.

Ground: It appears that the Christian Reformed Church no longer
considers “Professor of Theology” one of the sacred offices stipulated
in the Word of God, but a particular function in the Church of Christ
(Cf. Acts 1953, Art. 91, 1, C, 2a, p. 64; and the contemplated elimina-
tion from the Revised Church Order of the special office of Professor
of Theology as a fourth office in the church). The present form for
Professors of Theology is therefore no longer suitable for ordination of
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men to sacred office in the church, and ought to be used only in con-
nection with the basic form for ordination to the Ministry, or as a
commissioning form for induction into this extraordinary ministerial task.

3. For the sake of uniformity in style and content, your committee
felt constrained to revise and where necessary add the exhortations and
prayers which occur at the end of the installation forms.

O

Our report and its recommendations will further be given in these
parts:

I. Proposed revision of the basic form for the ordination (or: installa-
tion) of Ministers of the Word, together with adaptations for the exer-
cise of this office by: Pastor in an established clurch, Foreign Mission-
ary, Home Missionary.

II. Recommendation with reference to the ordination or installation
of ministers who are to serve as teachers in theology, with proposed
revision of the existing form,

III. Recommendation of form for use in the commissioning of minis-
ters who enter upon extraordinary tasks with the consent and approval
of the church.

IV. Summary of committee recommendations for action by Synod.

I. Recommended Form for the Ordination (or: Installation) of Min-
isters of the Word, with adaptations for Pastor in an established con-
gregation, Foreign Mlssmnary, and Home Missionary.

Form for the Ordination (or: Installation) of
Ministers of the Word

Congregation of Jesus Christ: We have before made known to you
the name of our brother .. here present, who is now
to be ordained to the Ministry of the Word (or: installed in the min-
istry to which he has been called). No one has appeared to allege any-
thing against his person or teaching. We shall therefore proceed, m
the name of the Lord, to his ordination (installation).

The Holy Scriptures teach us that God, our Heavenly Father, pur-
poses to gather His Church out of the corrupt race of men to life
eternal, and to give to His Church such teaching and care that she
may grow in faith and love and service. God, by a particular grace,
uses men for service to these ends, appointing them to the preaching of
the Gospel, and to 2 manifold ministry for the building up of the body
of Christ, Our Lord Jesus charged His disciples to “preach the Gospel
to the whole creation” (Mark 16:50), and to “make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19, 20). The Apostle Paul declares that
the Lord Jesus Christ has given “some to be apostles; and some prophets;
and some evangelists; and some pastors and teachers: for the perfecting
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of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto the bulldmg up of
the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11, 12).

Let us now hear what the Scriptures say concerning the office of the
Minister of the Word:

The Minister of the Word is called by the command of God to preach
the Gospel of His Kingdom. This preaching has the two-fold object of
calling sinners to reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ, and
nurturing believers in the faith and life of the Kingdom of God. Christ
charged the Apostles, and through them all Ministers of the Word:
“Preach the Gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15). Ministers
are called “ambassadors on behalf of Christ,” as though God were en-
treating by them: “Be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). This
preaching must be addressed to all men. The preaching of the Gospel
must also be addressed to the gathered congregation for the nurturing
of Christian faith and life. Paul charged Timothy “in the sight of God,
and of Christ Jesus,” to “preach the word; be urgent in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching”
(2 Timothy 4:1, 2).

The Minister of the Word is called to administer the Sacraments
which the Lord has instituted as signs and seals of His grace. Christ
gave this charge to the Apostles, and through them to all Ministers of
the Word, when He said: “Baptize them into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19); and when
by Himself and the Apostle Paul He said of the Lord’s Supper: “This
do in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19; I Corinthians 11:23-25).

The Minister of the Word is called to the service of prayer for the
whole congregation. In speaking of their calling, the Apostles say:
“We will continue steadfastly in prayer, and in the ministry of the
Word” (Acts 6:4). So, too, it is the calling of all God’s ministers to
lead the people of God in “supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanks-
givings . . . for all men, for kings and for all that are in high places”
(I Timothy 2:1, 2).

The Minister of the Word is called, together with the elders, to shep-
herd the people of God in the Christian life, giving guidance and counsel
in all things needful, guarding them in the faith once for all delivered
to the saints, and keeping the church of God in good order and discipline.
They are pastors, appointed to shepherd the Church of Christ which
He purchased with His own blood, in keeping with the Lord’s command:
“Feed my sheep!” “Feed my lambs!” They are, together with the
elders, bishops who exercise the oversight of God’s house for the right
and fruitful ordering of the faith and life and worship of the people of
God. The keys of the Kingdom are entrusted to them. What they bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and what they loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven (Maitthew 16:19).

(The officiating minister shall now read paragraph (1), (2), or (3),
depending on whether this is the ordination, or installation, of the Pastor
of an estabhshed congregation, a Foreign Missionary, or a Home Mis-

sionary) :
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(1) For the Pastor in an established congregation

We now purpose to ordain (install) a Minister of the Word in this
congregation. We rejoice that in His faithful love the Lord Jesus has
provided a Minister to serve as Pastor and Teacher to this people, and
also as their leader in the missionary calling of this church. We receive
this undershepherd of our Lord from the hand and heart of the Shep-
herd and Bishop of our souls. We are grateful that our Savior has com-
mitted preaching, teaching, and pastoral care to the office of the minis-
try, and that He will continue to use sinful men for such high and holy
purposes until the day of His return.

No one is equal to this holy ministry in his own strength. We set our
hope on Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has said: “Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20),

Now, in order that it may appear that you, N
are minded to accept this office, you are requested to stand, and in the
presence of God and His Church give your answer to the following
questions:

Do you believe that in the calling of this congregation you are called
by God Himself to this holy ministry?

Do you believe the Holy Scriptures to be the very Word of God, the
source of all preaching, and the only rule of faith; and do you reject
every doctrine in conflict with them?

Do you promise to discharge your office faithfully, to conduct yourself
worthily of this calling, and to submit yourself to the government and
discipline of the church?

Answer: I do so believe and promise, God helping me.

The officiating minister shall then say (in the case of ordination with
the ceremony of the laying on of hands, other ministers present partici-
pating) :

God, our Heavenly Father, who has called you to this holy office,
enlighten you with His Spirit, strengthen you with His hand, and so
govern you in your ministry that you may be engaged in it faithfully
and fruitfully, to the glory of His Name and the coming of the Kingdom
of His Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

The officiating minister (and/or others designated) shall then exhort
the ordained minister and the congregation in the following manner:

Beloved brother and fellow-servant in Christ, take heed to yourself
and to all the flock in which the Holy Spirit has made you a bishop,
to feed the church of the Lord which He purchased with His own blood.
Love Christ and feed His sheep, exercising the oversight not of con-
straint, but willingly; nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
neither as lording it over the charge allotted to you but making yourself
an example to the flock. Be an example to those who believe, in word,
in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity. Give heed to reading, to
exhortation, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you. Take
heed to your teaching. Be patient in all trials. Be a good -soldier of Jesus
Christ, for in doing this you will save yourself and those who hear you.
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And when the chief Shepherd shall be manifested, you shall receive the
crown of glory that does not fade away.

And you, beloved Christians, receive this your minister in the Lord
with all joy, and hold him in honor. Remember that through him God
Himself speaks to you and entreats you: Receive the Word which he,
according to the Scripture, shall preach te you, not as the word of men,
but, as it is in truth, the Word of God. Let the feet of those who preach
the gospel of peace, and bring good tidings of good, be beautiful and
pleasant to you. Obey those who have the rule over you, and submit to
them. They watch in behalf of your souls as those who shall give account.
May they do this with joy, and not with grief, for this would be un-
profitable for you. If you do these things, the God of peace shall enter
your houses. You who receive this man in the name of a prophet, shall
receive a prophet’s reward, and through faith in Jesus Christ the inheri-
tance of eternal life.

No man is of himself sufficient for these things. Let us call upon the
Name of God:

Merciful Father, we thank Thee that it pleases Thee by the ministry
of men to gather Thy Church out of the lost human race to life eternal.
We acknowledge the gift of this Thy servant, sent to this people as a
messenger of Thy peace.

Send now Thy Holy Spirit upon him. Enlighten his mind to know
the truth of Thy Word. Give him utterance to make known with bold-
ness the mystery of the Gospel. Endow him with wisdom to care for
and guide the people over whom he is placed. Through his ministry
preserve Thy church in peace, and grant her increase in number and
in virtue. Give to thy servant courage to fulfill his calling against every
difficulty, and power through Thy Spirit to be steadfast to the end.

Grant that this people may receive him as having been sent by Thee.
May they receive his teaching and exhortation with all reverence, and
believing in Christ through His Word become partakers of eternal life.

Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for the sake of Thy dear Son, in whose
name We pray:

Our Father who art in heaven;
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts;
As we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil;
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever, Amen.
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(2) For a Foreign Missionary

We now purpose to ordain (install) Neooeeee e
as a'Foreign Missionary, for Service N .cwiocweereceeeceesseemscscecees It is
the task of these Ministers to bring the Gospel to the non-Christian
world, 'so that all peoples may come to the knowledge of salvation and
to the service of the Lord, and the Church of Jesus Christ be established
in all the earth. Jesus Christ has said: “This Gospel of the Kingdom
shall be preached in the whole world for a testimony unto all the nations;
and then shall the end come” (Matthew 24:14). In the person of her
missionaries the Church reaches into the lives of those who are yet with-
out God and without hope. She brings to all lands the witness that
Jesus is the Son of God, that the glory of the nations belongs to Him,
and that His grace, love and redemption are given for them also. In
this work of missions the Church may lift up her eyes to the Lord’s
coming, and look with longing to the day when the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord.

No one is equal to this holy ministry in his own strength. We set our
hope on Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has said: “Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20).

Now, in order that it may appear that you, N
are rmnded to accept this office, you are requested to stand, and in
the presence of God and His Church give your answer to the following
questions;

Do you believe that in the calling of this congregation you are called
by God Himself to this holy ministry?
- Do you believe the Holy Scriptures to be the very Word of God, the
source of all preaching, and the only rule of faith; and do you reject
every doctrine in cenflict with them?

Do you promise to discharge your office faithfully, to conduct yourself
worthily of this calling, and to submit yourself to the government and
discipline of the church?

. Answer: 1 do so believe and promise, God helping me.

- The officiating minister shall then say (in the case of ordination with
the ceremony of the laying on of hands, other ministers present partici-
pating) :

Go, then, beloved brother, and bring the Gospel to those to whom
you are sent. Make disciples of them, and baptize them into the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. God, our Heavenly
Father, who has called you to this holy ministry, enlighten you with His
Spirit, strengthen you with His hand, and so govern you in your ministry
that you may be engaged in it faithfully and fruitfully, to the glory of
His Name, and the coming of the Kingdom of His Son Jesus Christ.

And you, beloved congregation, be in continuing fellowship with this
missionary whom you send forth in the name of Christ. Sustain him
with your fervent prayers. Support him with your gifts. Strengthen
his hand and heart in every zieed. As Christ received you, be ready to
receive those who are brought into the body of Christ through his min-
istry, that there may be one flock, one shepherd.
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No man is of himself sufficient for these things. Let us call upon the
Name of God:

Merciful Father, we thank Thee that it pleases Thee by the ministry
of men to gather Thy Church out of the lost human race to life eternal.
We acknowledge the gift of this Thy servant, now being sent by this
people in Thy Name to be a messenger to others of the good t1d1ngs
of Thy peace.

Send now Thy Holy Spirit upon hlm Enhcrhten his mmd to know
the truth of Thy Word. Give him utterance to " make known with bold-
ness the mystery of the Gospel. Endow him with wisdom to care for
and guide the people over whom he is placed. Through his ministry build
up Thy Holy Church, and grant her increase in number and-in virtue.
Give to Thy servant courage to fulfill his calling against every difficulty,
and power through Thy Spmt to be steadfast to the end.

Let those to whom he comes see in him the ambassador of Christ,
entreating them to be reconciled to God. May they receive his teaching
and exhortation with all reverence, and believing in Christ through hlS
Word become partakers of eternal life.

Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for the sake of Thy dear Son, in whose
name we pray:

“Our Father . . ..

(3) For a Home Missionary

We now purpose to ordain (install) N . S
as a2 Home Missionary for Service ... e
The calling of these Ministers is in particular the preachmg of the
Gospel, the spiritual care, and the instruction of those who, though
exposed to the witness of the Church and the Gospel, have been alie-
nated or are yet estranged from the Lord and His Church. In the
parable of the Great Supper the Lord Jesus Christ has spoken about
the lord who sent his servants out into the streets and lanes of the city,
into the highways and hedges, to invite all men to his feast. Even so our
Lord calls us to bring men into the house of the King through the min-
tstry of His love, in order that His house may be filled. The Gospel of
the Kingdom shall 'be preached for a testimony to our own nation as
well as to 2ll nations of the world.. Thus men are called to walk in the
way of God’s commands and promises. And in this ministry we look to
the day of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, when the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord.

No one is equal to this holy ministry in his own strength. We set our
hope on Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has said: “Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20-) .

Now, in order that it may appear that you, N
are minded to accept this office, you are requested to stand, and in the
presence of God and His Church give your answer to the following
questions:

Do you believe that in the call of this congregation you are calIed by
God Himself to this holy ministry?
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Do you believe the Holy Scriptures to be the very Word of God, the
source of all preaching and the only rule of faith, and do you reject
every doctrine in conflict with them?

Do you promise to discharge your office faithfully, to conduct your-
self worthily of this calling, and to submit yourself to the government and
discipline of the church?

Answer: I do so believe and promise, God helping me.

The officiating minister shall then say (in the case of ordination with
the ceremony of the laying on of hands, other ministers present partici-
pating) :

Go, then, beloved brother, and bring the Gospel to those to whom
you are sent. Call the unbelieving to faith, the faithless to obedience,
and invite men in the name of the Lord into the house of your King.
May God, our Heavenly Father, enlighten you with His Spirit, strengthen
you with His hand, and so govern you in your ministry that you may
fulfill it faithfully and fruitfully, to the glory of His Name, and the com-
ing of the Kingdom of His Son Jesus Christ.

And you, beloved congregation, be in continuing fellowship with this
missionary whom you send forth in the name of Christ. Sustain him
with your fervent prayers. Support him with your gifts. Strengthen
his hand and heart in every need. As Christ received you, be ready to
receive those who are brought into the body of Christ through his min-
istry, that there may be one flock, one shepherd.

No man is of himself sufficient for these things. Let us call upon the
Name of God:

Merciful Father, we thank Thee that it pleases Thee by the ministry
of men to gather Thy Church out of the lost human race to life eternal.
We acknowledge the gift of this Thy servant, now being sent by this
people in Thy Name to be a messenger to others of the good tidings
of Thy peace.

Send now Thy Holy Spirit upon him. Enlighten his mind to know the
truth of Thy Word. Give him utterance to make known with boldness
the mystery of the Gospel. Endow him with wisdom to care for and
guide the people over whom he is placed. Through his ministry build
up Thy Holy Church, and grant her increase in number and in virtue.
Give to Thy servant courage to fulfill his calling against every difficulty,
and power through Thy Spirit to be steadfast to the end.

Let those to whom he comes see in him the ambassador of Chnst
entreating them to be reconciled to God. May they receive his teachmg
and exhortation with all reverence, and believing in Christ through
his Word become partakers of eternal life.

Grant this, O Heavenly Father for the sake of Thy dear Son, in
whose name we pray:

“Our Father. . ..

L

~I1. It is recommended that for the Installation of ministers who are
appointed to serve as teachers in the Theological Seminary of: the
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Christian Reformed Church, either of the following forms be employed,
as may be appropriate.

A. Form for the Ordination of a Minister of the Word called to serve
as teacher in the Theological Seminary:

1. The entire basic form for the ordination of Ministers of the qud
(as above) shall first be read.

2. Thereupon the following shall be read:
For the Teacher of Theology

We now purpose to ordain a Minister of the Word and commission
him to the particular task of teaching in the Theological Seminary of
the Christian Reformed Church. We are mindful of the need for the
training of men who as Ministers of the Word shall preach the Gospel
of salvation to the people of God in the Church of Christ and to men
outside of the Church of Christ.

The first messengers of peace in the days of the New Testament were
taught directly by our Lord Jesus Christ, and were by Him personally
trained and sent. After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit He gave
diversities of extraordinary gifts and knowledge of the mysteries, for the
salvation of sinners and the edifying of the saints. But since those extra-
ordinary methods lasted only as long as the Lord judged them to be
necessary for the founding of His Church among the nations, the neces-
sity was soon recognized of training men for the holy ministry under the
ordinary dispensation of the Spirit by the regular methods of education.
Thus Paul wrote to his fellow-minister, Timothy: “The things which
thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2).

For the most effective discharge of this task in our day, the church
has established a theological school, and appoints Ministers of the Word
who will serve the cause of the Gospel by teaching and training those
who are to become Ministers of the Word in Christ’s Church. Our
brother N...oiiieee has been called to serve in this im-
portant task.

No one is equal to this holy ministry in his own strength. We set our
hope on Jesus Christ our Lord, who has said: “Lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28: 20). ‘

Now, in order that it may appear that you, N.................. emreemens
are minded to accept this office and fulfill this task, you are requested
to stand and in the presence of God and His Church give your answer
to the following questions:

Do you believe that in the call of this congregation you are called by
God Himself to this holy ministry?

Do you believe the Holy Scriptures to be the very Word of God, the
source of all preaching and the only rule of faith, and do you reject every
doctrine in conflict with them?

Do you promise to discharge your office faithfully, to conduct yourself
worthily of this calling, and to submit yourself to the government and
discipline of the church? :

Answer: 1 do so believe and promise, God helping me.
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s The cfflclatmg minister -shall then say, with the laying on of hands,
other ministers participating:

-.God, our Heavenly Father, enlighten you with His Spmt strengthen
you with His hand, and so govern you in your calling that you may dis-
charge it fa1thfu]1y and fruitfully, to the glory of His Name, and the
coming of the Kingdom of His Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

(The service is then concluded with appropriate prayer)

B. For the commissioning of Ministers of the Word to serve as teachers
of theology, the following form shall be read:

Congregation of Jesus Christ: The |20
has been appointed by the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
and called by this congregation for the particular task of teaching in the
Theological Seminary of the Christian Reformed Church. We are mind-
ful of the need for the training of men (reading here the above form
through the questions, concluding exhortation, and prayer).

III. Tt is recommended that when ministers enter .upon extraordinary
tasks, with the consent and approval of the Church, they be commis-
sioned in an appropriate service with the use of an appropriate form.

A. Grounds:

" 1. Tt is fitting that when ministers, in their office, enter upon a given
task, they should be inducted into this task by the church in which they
hold and with which they share that office. This is surely to be preferred
to the present practice of ministers entering upon these extraordinary
tasks without ceremony, and therefore without adequate recognition of
the church-related character of the person and his task.

2..The basic form for the ordination {or installation) of the Minister
of-the Word obviously does not describe the particular character of the
extraordinary ministerial tasks upon which many ministers enter, and
therefore ought not be used for such occasions.

B. The following is suggested as a possible form for use on such
occasions:

Congregation of Jesus Christ: The Rev. e
has been called by this church for the particular task of serving as.......

.................... {here designate the,task, as e.g., Bible Teacher at................;
Edltor of...... Stated Clerk of.. ;
Secretary of....ooooooooooee PreSIdcnt Of e ; ete.)

(Note: Any further descrlptlon of the task as is deemed by the calling
church necessary or fitting may here be added).

. -It is recognized that this is a task which is spiritual in character,
directly related to the Ministry of the Word, and one which is to be dis-
charged as a service for the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It is required that one so appointed be mindful of his ordination to
the Ministry of the Church in the preaching of the Word, the adminis-
tration of the Sacraments, the service of prayers, and the ministry of
the care and discipline of the Church of God; and that he so serve in
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the measure of such calling and opportunity as may come to him. It
is further required that one so appointed serve in his particular task
as a Minister of the Word of God, and in loyalty and service to.the
church by which he is called. o

No one is equal to this holy ministry in his own strength. We sét
our hope on Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has said: “Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20).

Now, in order that it may appear that you, N.....cimiicirenns
are minded to accept this office, you are requested to stand, and in the
presence of God and His Church give your answer to the following
questions:

Do you believe that in the call of this congregation you are called by
God Himself to this holy ministry?

Do you believe the Holy Scriptures to be the very Word of God, the
source of all preaching and the only rule of faith, and do you reject
every doctrine in conflict with them?

Do you promise to discharge your office faithfully, to conduct yourself
worthily of this calling, and to submit yourself to the government and
discipline of the church?

Answer: 1 do so believe and promise, God helping me.

The officiating minister shall then say:

God, our Heavenly Father, enlighten you with His Spirit, strengthen
you with His hand, and so govern you in your calling that you may dis-
charge it faithfully and fruitfully, to the glory of His Name, and the
coming of the Kingdom of His Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

(The service is then concluded with appropriate prayer).

* ¥ ¥

1IV. Summary of Recommendations for action by Synod:

A. That Synod adopt for use by our churches the following Forms:

1. The revised basic form for the ordination (or: installation) of
Ministers of the Word, together with adaptations for the exercise of this
office by: Pastor in an established church, Foreign Missionary, Home
Missionary (Ci. I, above).

2. The recommended Forms for the Ordination, or Installation, of
Ministers of the Word called to serve in the extraordinary ministerial
task of teacher in the Theological Seminary. (f. II, above).

3. The recommended form for use in the commissioning of ministers

who enter upon extraordinary tasks with the consent and approval of
the church. (f. ITI, above).

B. That provisions be made for suitable printing and distribution
of these forms.

C. That the reporter of this committee, Dr. George Stob, be permitted
to represent the committee before Synod and its advisory committee,
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Note: Since the Synod of 1964 appointed a Liturgical Committee,
with a broad mandate, which might appear to have some relation to the
work of this committee appointed for the revision of Forms for Ordi-
nation of Ministers, your committee is sending a copy of this report to
this liturgical committee for its information and, if it so decides, com-
ment.

Respectfully submitted,

Alexander C. De Jong
George Stob '
Jay De Vries
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REPORT NO. 4
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary herewith
presents its report, together with its recommendations to the Synod of
1965. A supplementary report will be submitted after the May meeting
of the board.

I. INFORMATION
A. Board of Trustees

1. Membership. The membership of the Board of Trustees consists of
one curator from each classis and nine members-at-large.

2. Officers. The officers of the board are:
President, Rev, Henry De Mots
First Vice-President, Dr. J. T. Hoogstra
* Second Vice-President, Rev. Peter Van Tuinen
Secretary, Mr. Richard C. Hoekstra
Assistant Secretary, Mr, Robert Goldsword

3. Meeting. The winter session of the board was held February 9-12,
1965, on the Franklin Campus. The agenda consisted of items presented
by the executive committee as well as reports of the college and seminary
presidents and of committees of the board.

"4, Executive Committee. Twelve members, seven ministers and five
laymen, function as the executive committee which meets once a month
to administer the work of the college and seminary between board ses-
sions. These are elected by the Board of Trustees in May.

‘5. Class Visits. Members of the Board of Trustees living in Michigan,
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Ontario have been faithful in visiting classes. In
view of the growth in the size of the faculty, the board has begun to give
class visiting assignments to its members living at greater distances at
their requests.

6. Letters were sent to consistories of churches involved, calling their
attention to decisions of the Synod of 1964 regarding Ministerial Status,
especially as it pertains to ordained men on the faculty. Some question
arose as to the need of a formal call, especially for those who have been
on the staff for some time. The board was informed by one consistory
that inasmuch as an oral call had been given, they saw no reason for
further action.

_ B. Seminary

1. Faculty

a. The Seminﬁry Faculty consists of the following personnel:
. Professors Anthony A. Hoekema, Fred H. Klooster, Carl C. Krom-
rhinga, John Kromminga, Henry Stob, and Marten Woudstra; Associate
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Professors Harold Dekker and Bastiaan Van Elderen; and Assistant Pro-
fessors Andrew J. Bandstra, Peter Y. De Jong, and John H. Stek.

Teaching services are rendered by Mr. Henry Zwaanstra on a full-time
basis, and Miss Ann Janssen, Dr. Dennis Hoekstra, Rev. Leonard Ver-
duin, and Rev. Derke P. Bergsma on 2 part-time basis.

Professor Harold Dekker serves as academic dean, Professor Anthony
Hoekema as dean of students, Professor Carl Kromminga as director of
field education, and Professor Henry Stob as secretary of the faculty.

b. Dr. Anthony Hoekema was granted a leave of absence for the aca-
demic year 1965-66 so that he can pursue his studies on Calvin’s view
of the covenant.

During the February session of the board it was also announced by
President John Kromminga that Dr. Hoekema had been informed that
he was the recipient of a faculty fellowship in the amount of $4,000 from
the American Association of Theological Schools.

c. Professor Andrew Bandstra and Professor Carl Kromminga have
been awarded the degree of Doctor of Theology from the Free University
of Amsterdam.

d. Professor Carl Kromminga and Professor Anthony Hoekema pre-
sented their inaugural addresses on February 10, 1965, at Calvin
Seminary.

Because their maugural exercises took place during the time the board
was meeting in regular session, it was the privilege of the board to attend.
The title of Dr. Kromminga’s inaugural address was ‘“The Liturgy of
Life” and that of Dr. Hoekema “Karl Barth’s Doctrine of Sanctification.”
Academic representatives from other institutions were present and many
greetings and felicitations were received.

e. Installation services for Dr. Andrew Bandstra and Dr. P. Y. De
Jong were conducted on Sunday, November 22, 1964, sponsored by the
consistories of the Neland Avenue and Alger Park Christian Reformed
Churches, and held in the Alger Park sanctuary.

f. Upon recommendation of the Seminary Faculty and with the ap-
proval of the synodical committee, the Board of Trustees conferred upon
Dr. Carl Kromminga the rank of Professor of Practical Theology.

g. Under terms of a leave of absence previously granted him by the
board, Professor John Stek has undertaken doctoral studles at the Uni-
versity of Chicago.

-h.”Mr. Henry Venema was engaged as regmtrar for the Semmary for
the academic year 1965-66 on a part-time basis.

1. Seminary Faculty: members have.made several visits to outlying
areas of the denomination in response to requests for more contact be-
tween the school and the denomination. Dr. Anthony Hoekema has
visited the province of Alberta and the city of Denver, and Dr. Bastiaan
Van Elderen has visited the Christian Reformed churches of the Classes
of California South and Central California. Dr. John Kromminga spent
approximately three months teaching at the Presbyterian Seminary at
Seoul, Korea, 'and lecturing in various places. Dr. Kromminga described
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his visit as being “highly profitable,” and as an experience “which can
be a most profitable investinent in fresh zeal and wider horizons.”

j- All members of the teaching staff have signed the formula of sub-
scription.

k. The publication of a theologmal journal by the Semlnary Faculty
was approved by the Board of Trustees.

2. Curriculum
a. All required courses have been taught in the seminary.
b. Besides the required undergraduate courses, the following elec‘ave
and graduate courses were taught during the first semester:
Old Testament Typology by Professor Stek
Pauline Eschatology, by Professor Bandstra
Reading in Hellenistic Greek, by Professor Van Elderen
The Canons of Dordt, by Professor Hoekema
The Theology of the Laity, by Professor C. Kromminga

c. A program of reading of great books and writing of research papers
has been adopted by the seminary whereby seminary students are re-
quired to read a list of selected Great Books and then are assigned papers
to be combined into writing four major papers during the seminarians
career at Galvin Seminary.

3. Students

a. The enrollment in the seminary for the first semester was 170, in-
cluding 42 seniors, 48 middlers, 56 juniors, 12 graduate students, and
12 unclassified students.

b. Sixteen men were granted licensure to exhort until ]une 1965.

c. Upon recommendation of the Seminary Faculty the status of 31
seminary students was changed.

C. College

1. Faculty and Administration

a. All members of the teaching staff have signed the formula of sub-
scription.

b. College Faculty Advanced Degrees and Honors

1) Dr. Melvin Berghuis received his Ph.D. degree from Michigan
State University. His dissertation is titled “A Rhetorical Study of the
Preaching of the Rev. Peter Eldersveld on the ‘Back to God Hour’ Radio
Broadcast.”

2) Dr. Edwin Van Kley received his Ph.D. degree in History from the
University of Chicago. His dissertation is titled “China in the Eyes of
the Dutch, 1592-1685.

3) Dr. Lester De Koster received his'Ph.D. degree in Library Science
from the University of Michigan. He wrote a dissertation on “Living
Themes in the Thought of John Calvin: A Biographical Study.”

4) Professor Gertrude Vander Ark received the degree, Specialist in
Education (Ed.S.) from the University of Michigan. The title of her
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research study is “A Study of Undergraduate Elementary Teacher Edu-
cation in Michigan Teacher Education Institutions.”

5) Dr. Henrietta Ten Harmsel’s book Jane Austen’s Use of Literary
Conventions was published by Mouton and Company, a European book
publisher.

6) Dr. Corrine Kass was appointed by the Michigan Department of
Public Instruction to serve on the Committee on Curriculum Research of
the Michigan Cooperative Curriculum Program. Dr. Kass has rendered
many 1mportant services to city and county education systems as a con-
sultant in speech in special education this year. She is recognized as one
of the outstanding leaders in the special education profession.

7) Professor Harold Geerdes and the Calvin College Orchestra ap-
peared on the program of the 1965 Mid-Western Conference of the
Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan, on January 16, 1965.

8) Dr. Peter Oppewal was elected by the voters of the state of Michi-
gan to a seat on the Michigan State Board of Education for a term of
six years. This non-salaried service position is especially important and
strategic in view of the State Board’s new role in the thorough recon-
struction of the operation of the higher educational system of Michigan
provided for by the new state constitution.

9) Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff taught a graduate course in metaphysics
at the University of Chicago during the Fall quarter. In addition, he
has completed an article on Calvin and Calvinism for the new ‘“Ency-
clopedia of Philosophy.”

10) Dr. Evan Runner is author of The Heart of the Matter, a publi-
cation of his Unionville conference lectures for 1964.

11) Both Dr. John De Vries and Dr. Carl Sinke served the National
Science Foundation this year as members of advisory panels for evalua-
tion of 1965-66 academic year institute proposals.

12) Dr. John De Beer was a participant in, and member of, the Plan-
ning Committee of the Midwest Conference of International Fullbright
Scholars and American Scholars. Calvin was one of only two colleges
to send representatives to this confercnce made up predommantly by
University representatives.

13) Dr. Enno Wolthuis co-authored with senior student David L.
Vander Jagt a research monograph which was published in The Journal
of Organic Chemistry.

14) Mr. William Hendricks last year received the Valley Forge Class-
room Teacher's Medal, awarded by the Freedom Foundation of Valley
Forge, largely in recognition of the publication of his civics text Under

od. ,

15) Dr. Herman Broene received a grant for study at the Oak Ridge
Institute of Nuclear Studies for the summer of 1964.

16) Mr. James Hoekenga has been appointed to the office of Coordi-
nator of Alumni Affairs and College Information in the Administrative
Structure of the College.
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.c. Leaves of absence were granted to seven college faculty members.

2. Students

a. Enrollment statistics for the first semester showed a total enrollment
of 2,651 students.

b. There are 235 students from Canada enrolled this year. They form
8.87% of our student body, which is an increase of Canadian students
of 4.9%. Students from eight other foreign countries are enrolled at the
college.

c. This year 209 students have indicated that they are preparing for
entrance into the seminary. This is 7.9% of the total enrollment which
is a smaller percentage of the total than we have had in the last 20 years.
Last year 9.4% of the student body was enrolled in the pre-seminary
course. The substantial difference is created by the fact that in June,
1964, the largest pre-seminary class in Calvin’s history graduated from
the college (61) while the entering pre-seminary class of September,
1964, was relatively a much smaller one (44 students). The decrease
should only become a matter of concern if decreases continue.

d. New studies in enrollment projections indicate a rapid increase in
enrollment at Calvin College. As a result the board took note of the fact
that the Long-Range Planning Committee had informed the Archi-
tectural Board which is responsible for developing the master plan for
Knollerest Campus, to gear its future planning to include the projected
student enrollment for 1974 of approximately 5,000 students.

e. The office of the College Chaplain is constantly conscious of the
religious needs of the college student, especially those from out-of-town.
Local churches have responded admirably to the special needs imposed
by the overcrowding of churches by students during the college year.
The organized aspect of student religious life is co-ordinated by the Stu-
dent Religious Council which sponsors, among other activities, the “Mis-
sion Emphasis Week” which this fall brought Dr. Harry Boer to the cam-
pus. There are many Bible Study groups meeting in the college dorms
and apartments, plus rooms for private devotions which have been com-
pleted in the residence halls,

3. Curriculum and Academic

a. A new course in physical geography which is really a basic course
in earth science has been approved for inclusion in the curriculum.

b. In the psychology department a new course which is a one semester
journal seminar course in a survey of the three major issues in contern-
porary psychology, was approved for inclusion in the curriculum of the
college.

¢. Under study in the area of curriculum in the college is a Bible major
program, a change in pre-seminary entrance requirements, and a total
curriculum study which could produce dramatic results.

d. Many dramatic results are also being seen in the area of student
scholarship and scholarship programs. One experiment in successful
group living is designated “Project V. Through this project students
in special areas of the residence halls, certain all-freshman courses in the
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curriculum, and six faculty members were brought together in a plan to
investigate ways to transmit the ideals and values which we all know are
inherent and essential to 2 Christian liberal arts education.

e. A few of the many other areas in which progress and service may be
seen:

1) An Institute of Psychology is being formed.

2) An Elementary School Economics Programming Conference was
conducted.

3) Televised Teaching Observation is being used.

4) Calvin College has received a grant of $32,450 from the National
Science Foundation to conduct Summer Institutes in Mathematics and
Biology for Elementary School Personnel.

f. A new project has been instituted on the campus entltled ‘Project’
K.ID.S.” (Kindle Intellectual Desire in Schools). This is a voluntary
program in which Calvin students work with pupils of elementary school
age and spend four hours a week in one of three Grand Rapids schools.
The Calvin students offer assistance in the classroom, provide tutoring
services, and give assistance in recreational and music programs. In this
and other ways, Calvin students are working with children who are po-
tential drop-outs in areas where the incidence of school drop-outs is very
great. :

4. Varia

a. During the past year several members of the faculty were hospital-
ized for surgery and serious illnesses. They include Professors Johan
Westra, Marvin Zuidema, Peter Oppewal, Martin Karsten, Cornelius
Jaarsma, and Wallace Bratt.

b. Mrs. John P. Van Haitsma, wife of Emeritus Professor Van Hait-
sma, passed away on November 1, 1964, after a long illness.

c. Former President Johannes Broene suffered a coronary during the
summer which delayed needed surgery for a while.

d. Mrs. Harry G. Dekker, wife of the former registrar of the college,

_submitted to major surgery for the amputation of a leg. She is making
a gallant recovery.

e. Professor H. J. Van Andel has suffered a stroke, and is presently

hospitalized at Pine Rest Christian Hospital.

D. Property and Finance

1. The Physical Education Building is scheduled for completlon by
late spring or early summier.

2. The board was faced with a difficult decision regarding the Audi-
torium- Music-Speech building. This building is 2 critical one from many
aspects. Without it, it is nearly impossible to provide for classroom needs
in the next few years. It is sorely needed for chapel services on the Knoll-
crest Campus. Inherently, it-is a complicated structure designed to fill
multiple needs for classrooms, auditorium, music facilities and speech
requirements in one package. Weighing the need; the alternatives, the
characteristics of the building, and the overall financial outlook, the board
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decided to proceed with construction at an approximate cost of $1,700,000
plus fees and possible necessary additions should they become necessary
during construction.

3. As previously stated in this report, enrollment projections indicate
the need for planning on the basis of 5,000 students in 1974. The Long-
Range Planning Committee and the Board of Architects have been
alerted to this projection. Taking this information into account, the board
is asking for authority to either plan, design, or construct an additional
wing of residence halls, Commons Building, and Science Building. Specific
recommendations are presented at the end of this report.

4, Calvin College and Seminary can be thankful to God for another
year of abundant giving. Needs during this period of rapid growth re-
qune appeahng to many people and orgam/atlons with a vanety of plans
for giving. The board is therefore suggesting the institution of the fol-
lowing plans for giving:

a. Gift annuities

b. Living trusts

c. Deposit agreements
d. Life insurance

Specific recommendations will be made as required. 'lhe board reah/es
that Synod has at least one of these plans under study.

5. A house and piece of property at the southeast corner of the Knoll-
crest Campus have been purchased. The home is to be occupied by the
president of the seminary.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS
A. Seminary

I. The board recommends that Professor Bastiaan Van Elderen be re-
appointed Professor of New Testament with indefinite tenure.
2. The board recommends that Professor John Stek be reappointed
Associate Professor of Old Testament Theology for a period of four years.
3. The board presents the following nomination to Synod from which
to make an appointment to the Chair of Church History:
Rev. John H. Primus, Th.D.
Rev. Gordon J. Spykman, Th.D.
Rev. Seymour Van Dyken, Th.D.
Mr. Henry Zwaanstra, B.D. {doctorandus)

4, The Board of Trustees presents the following recommendations to
Synod regarding the establishment of a full-time position of teaching
speech at Calvin Seminary, and for the appointment of Dr. Melvin’ E.
Berghuis to that position with seminary faculty status: ‘

a. That the Board of Trustees establish a full-time position for the
teaching of Speech at Calvin Seminary, with the fellowing stipulations:

1) That this position be located in the Department of Practical The-
ology.

2) That it be understood that this position ‘does not in 1tself reqmre
faculty status.
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b. That the Board of Trustees, recognizing his unique and outstanding
qualifications for this position, recommend te Synod the. appomtment
of Dr. Melvin E. Berghuis.

c. That in view of these qualifications, particularly his present faculty
status at Calvin College, Dr. Berghuis be appointed with seminary faculty
status, as an exception to the established rules which require that an ap-
pointee must have a “theological training” and “should ordinarily be an
ordained man.” ,

B. College. Appoiniments and Reappointments

The Board of Trustees submits the following appointments and re-
appointments to Synod for approval:

1. Wallace H. Bratt, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor of
Modern Languages (German) for two years.

2. Donald Byker, AB., was reappointed as Instructor in Speech for
two years, contingent upon receipt of the A.M. degree; otherwise the
appointment is for Assistant in Speech. ‘

3. Alan Gebben, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor of
Biology for two years (Associate Professor of Biology upon receipt of
Ph.D.).

4. Gerrit D. Groen, A.B., was reappointed as Assistant in History for
one year. )

5. John Hamersma, S.M.D., was reappointed as Professor of Music
with indefinite tenure

6. George Harris, AM., was reappointed as Assistant Professor of
Classical Languages for two years.

7. William C. Hendricks, M.Ed., was reappointed as Supervisor of
Student Teaching for two years.

8. Winifred Holkeboer, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor
of English with indefinite tenure.

9. Gertrude Ann Huisman, A.M., was reappointed as Instructor in
Music for two years.

10. Corrine Kass, Ph.D., was reappointed as Associate Professor of
Education for four years.

11. Beverly Klooster, M.S., was reappointed as Instructor in Biology
for two years.

12. D. Joe Krajenbrmk A M., was reappointed as Ass1stant in Modern
Languages (German) for one year

13. Kenneth Kuiper, Ed.D.; was reappomted as Assoc1ate Professor of
English for four years.

14. George M. Marsden, B.D., A.M., was appointed as Visiting In-
structor in History for two years (thmg Assistant Professor of History
upon receipt of Ph.D.).

15. Larry R. Nyhoff, M.S., was reappointed as Instructor in Mathe-
matics for two years. : o
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16. Clifton Orlebeke, Ph.D., was reappointed as Professor of Philos-
ophy with indefinite tenure.

17. Thomas Ozinga, A M., was reappointed as Instructor in Speech
for two years.

18. Elaine M. Peterson, A.B., was reappointed as Assistant in Modern
Languages (Spanish) for two years.

19. Alvin Plantinga, Ph.D., was reappointed as Professor of Philosophy
for four years.

20. John H. Primus, Th.D., was reappointed as Associate Professor of
Bible for six years.

21. Donald Pruis, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor of
Economics and Business Administration for two years.

22. M. Howard Rienstra, Ph.D., was reappointed as Professor of His-
tory with indefinite tenure, :

23. Theodore Rottman, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor
of Sociology for two years.

24. Lewis B. Smedes, Th.D., was rcappointed as Professor of Bible
with indefinite tenure.

25. Robert Swierenga, A.M., was appointed Instructor in History for
two years (Assistant Professor upon receipt of Ph.D.).

26. David Tuuk, A.M., was reappointed as Instructor in Physical Edu-
cation with indefinite tenure.

27. Peter Vande Guchte, M.B.A., was appointed as College Registrar
with Faculty Status for two years.

28. Marten Vande Guchte, M.Ed., was reappointed as Assistant Pro-
fessor of Speech for two years.

29. Gordon L. Van Harn, Ph.D., was reappointed as Associate Profes-
sor of Biology for four years.

30. David Van Houten, A.M., was appointed as Assistant in English
for one year.

31. Edwin J. Van Kley, Ph.D., was reappointed as Associate Professor
of History for four years.

32. Lenore Vanden Bout, A.B.,, was appointed as Assistant in German
for one year.

33. David Vila, B.D.,, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor
of Modern Languages (Spanish) for two years.

34. A. Donald Vroon, A.B., was reappointed as Instructor in Physical
Education for two years contingent upon receipt of the A.M. degree.

35. Mary Ann Walters, A.M., was reappointed as Instructor in Eng-
for two years.

36. Lois Ann Westra, A.M., was reappointed as Instructor in Modern
Languages (French) for two years.

37. Richard Wevers, Ph.D., was reappointed as Associate Professor of
Classical Languages for four years.
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38. Nicholas Wolterstorff, Ph.D., was reappointed as Professor of Phi-
losophy with indefinite tenure.

39. G. Roderick Youngs, Ed.D., was appointed as Assistant Professor
of Education for two years.

-40. Marvin Zuidema, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor of
Physical Education for two years.

C. Property and Finance

1. The board requests authority to engage architects to design, and
construct the first phase of the Commons Building by September 1, 1966.

2. The board requests authority to engage architects to design and to
construct another residence hall in addition to the one previously author-
ized, for completion by September 1, 1966. In addition, authority to
contract for a loan of $1,500,000 from the Housing and Home Finance
Agency is requested.

3. The board requests authority to engage architects and to begin
programming the Science Building, the first phase of which is hoped can
be completed by September 1, 1967.

Respectfully submitted by,

The Board of Trustees of
Calvin College and Seminary

Richard C. Hoekstra, Sec’y



REPORTS 27

REPORT NO. 5

REPORT OF THE CHURCH ORDER REVISION COMMITTEE
REGARDING ITS MEETING WITH THE ORTHODOX
PRESBYTERIAN REVISION COMMITTEE

EsTeEEMED BRETHREN:

In response to certain overtures Synod of 1964 adopted the following
recommendations: '

1. Syned instruct the Church Order Revision Committee to meet with
the committee of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church which is presently
working on the revision of their Form of Government. This meeting
(these meetings) shall be for the purpose of mutual discussion and con-
sultation regarding the nature and scope of ecclesiastical authority and
related areas of misunderstanding or disagreement.

2. Synod instruct the Church Order Revision Committee to report its
findings to the Synod of 1965. (For this mandate and its grounds see
Acts of Synod, 1964, Art, 123, p. 90.)

In response to this mandate your Church Order Revision Committee
contacted the revision committee of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
soon after the Synod of 1964 had adjourned, seeking to arrange a meet-
ing with the brethren of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. However,
the Orthodox Presbyterian Committee found it impossible to meet with
us until January 5 and 6, 1965. At that time we met with Prof. John
Murray, Prof. Edmund Clowney, and Rev. John P. Galbraith.

An illuminating and helpful conference was held, concentrating es-
pecially on the question of the nature and scope of ecclesiastical authority
as reflected in our Church Order and their Bock of Government, but
ranging over related subjects as well.

As a Christian Reformed committee we enjoyed this contact and dis-
cussion with the Orthodox Presbyterian committee, and the brethren of
their committee were emphatic in their expressions of appreciation for
the conference.

As Church Order Revision Committee we would summarize our find-
ings as follows:

1. There are several differences between the Christian Reformed
Church and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as to form of govern-
ment. Some of these are rather important. But there are none which
constitute barriers to union negotiations between the two denominations.

Article 30 of our proposed revision of the Church Order occasions
some difficulty by appearing to suggest that a major assembly may auton-
omously make binding decisions beyond or apart from the Word of God.
An amendment of this article, to read “... unless it be proved that they
are without warrant in the Word of God or that they conflict with the
Church Order” would do much to close the gap between this article and
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the Orthodox Presbyterian Confession of Faith, Chapter XXXI, section
II, which reads: “It belongeth to synods and councils, ministerially to
determine controversies of faith, and cases of conscience; to set down
rules and direction is for the better ordering of the public worship of God,
and government of His Church; to receive complaints in cases of malad-
ministration, and authoritatively to determine the same: which decrees
and determinations, if consonant with the Word of God, are to be re-
ceived with reverence and submission not only for their agreement with
the Word, but also for the power whereby they are made, as being an
ordinance of God appointed thereunto in His Word.”

2. When our present proposed revision is compared with the current
Church Order, no clear trend is discernible either toward or away from
the position of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Our revision, for
example, veers away from the Orthodox Presbyterian position in specify-
ing that the authority of major assemblies is delegated; it veers toward
their position in softening the language of the article requiring worship
services on holidays and days of prayer.

3. In the light of the discussion we judge that there is no obstacle to
the adoption of the revised Church Order by the Synod of 1965. Al-
though real and substantial differences exist between the respective
Church Orders of the Christian Reformed Church and the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, there is a decided advantage in having an up-to-
date statement of the position of the Christian Reformed Church as a
basis for union negotiations. In this judgment, the Orthodox Presbyterian
cornmittee concurs.

4. We call Synod’s attention to the fact that this Orthodox Presby-
terian committee is, and has been for many years, in the process of for-
mulating a proposed revision of the Form of Government. In some im-
portant particulars this revision proposes changes that conform more
closely to our Church Order. In some cases it is possible that divergencies
will be made more explicit.

The substance of these findings were read and discussed with the Or-
thodox Presbyterian committee, and received their unanimous approval.

Humbly submitted,

Dr. J. H. Kromminga, chairman
Prof. M. Monsma, sec’y

Rev. R. J. Bos

Dr. R. J. Danhof

Dr. L. Oostendorp



B T P

B

e P i e e T

REPORTS 29

REPORT NO. 6
CHURCH ORDER REVISION COMMITTEE

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Church Order Revision Committee presented an improved reading
of the proposed revised Church Order to the Synod of 1963, The
revision committee specifically petitioned the synod to adopt this draft
as the official Church Order of the Christian Reformed Church. It
should be remembered that previous synods had already adopted the
proposed revised Church Order tentatively.

After much consideration and discussion the Synod of 1963 decided
to “defer the adoption of the proposed revised Church Order until the
Synod of 1965.” This decision was taken upon the following grounds:

a. The number and weight of the questions raised in various overtures
makes a clear-cut decision unlikely at this time.

b. The appearance of the final draft of the proposed revision gave
insufficient time for due consideration by the churches.

Synod of 1963 also decided, (1) that the “present draft” of the pro-
posed revised Church Order should be submitted to the consistories for
study and consideration by way of the Acts of Synod, 1963; (2) that the
reaction of the churches should be submitted to the revision committee
not later than March 1, 1964; (3) that the Church Order Revision
Committee should be instructed to prepare a final draft of the revised
Church Order, and should distribute this final draft to the consistories
by October 1, 1964.

—cf. Acts of Synod, 1963, page 111

A number of overtures, etc., were also referred to the Church Order
Revision Committee for its consideration.

—cf, Acts of Synod, 1963, page 112

Your revision committee is happy to say that all the provistons of our
1963 mandate have been met, and we would report first of all, that in
harmony with the decisions of the Synod of 1963, the draft submitted
by us to the Synod of 1963 was printed in full in the Acts of 1963.
Secondly, that we received a goodly number of communications -— 16
in all — after the Synod of 1963 and before the terminal date set by
Synod, March 1, 1964, or soon thereafter. These communications came
either from classes, consistories or individuals, and contained a number
of criticisms and many helpful suggestions.

After your revision committee had carefully reviewed its draft of 1963
in the light of the material presented to us by and at the Synod of 1963,
and in the light of the criticisms and suggestions contained in the letters
just mentioned, it made a number of changes in its draft, and then sent
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its final reading of the proposed revised Church Order to all the con-
sistories — a copy for each consistory member — during September,
1964, as Synod of 1963 had instructed your committee to do.

Subsequently we received a few reactions to this our final draft. Your
committee will be happy to pass these on to the advisory committee which
Synod of 1965 will appoint regarding the proposed revised Church Order.

It will be noticed that in its review work your revision committee not
only made a number of changes in the 1963 version of our draft, but that
we also felt persuaded to omit a number of articles altogether.

Of these changes and omissions we now proceed to report.

Article 1. {Also Art. 1 in the 1965 reading.)

Article 1 as it reads in the draft of the revised Church Order to be
presented to the Synod of 1965 specifically acknowledges the subjection
of the churches to the Word of God and the creeds, and to Christ as the
only head of His church.

There were those who felt that our former redaction of Article I was
objectionable because it failed to make this acknowledgment. To meet
these brethren the committee revised Article 1 as it will now appear be-
fore the Synod of 1965.

Article 9. (Also Art. 9 in the 1965 reading.)

It was feared on the part of some that the 1963 reading of Article 38
had hierarchical overtones, or that it might some day receive a hierar-
chical interpretation. Upon due consideration your revision committee
felt that by amending Article 9 as it now reads in the draft being pre-
sented to Synod 1965, Article 38 could be dropped. This would meet the

fears mentioned above.

Article 11b. (Also Art. 11 in the 1965 reading.)

Here the revision committee changed the term “fellow officers,” into
“fellow office-bearers.”

Article 14, (Also Article 14 in the 1965 reading.)

It was called to your committee’s attention that the provision of
Article 10 of the Church Order of Dort, which specifies that no minister
shall “leave the congregation with which he is connected, to accept a
call elsewhere, without the consent of the consistory,” was not retained
in the proposed revised Church Order. This provision has now been
incorporated by your revision committee in Article 14 as section a.

Article 15 in the proposed Church Order draft of 1963, read as
follows: “A minister shall not be permitted to conduct worship services
in the locality of a Christian Reformed church other than his own with-
out the consent of the consistory of that church.”

This proposed article, although expressing a principle also found in
Article 15 of the Church Order of Dort became the occasion for the rise
of many misgivings, and much opposition to the 1963 draft of the pro-
posed revised Church Order.
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Your committee feels that the retention of this article in the Church
Order is not of such weight that it should continue to be a point of
argumentation and undesirable delay. Your revision committee has,
therefore, at this time dropped it from the present reading,

Ariicle 19. (Article 18 in the 1965 reading.)

This article contained the sentence “Such a decision shall not be con-
sidered final until confirmed by Synod itself.” Your committee now
proposes to drop the last word of this sentence, inasmuch as it is super-
fluous.

Article 28. (Article 27 in the 1965 reading.)

The present proposed wording of Article 27, “The assemblies of the
Church are: the consistory, the classis, and the synod,” replaces the
wording as found in the 1963 draft, which read, “The Church is gov-
erned by its assemblies: the consistory, the classis, and the synod.”

In making this change the committee has gone back to the pattern
followed in Article 29 of the Church Order of Dort, and this change will
remove certain difficulties which some entertained.

Article 29. (Article 28 in the 1965 reading.)

. Article 29 also met with certain objections on the part of some. Article

292 read: “Each assembly exercises, in keeping with its own character
and domain, the ecclesiastical authority entrusted to it by Christ.” The
objectors reasoned that inasmuch as Christ entrusts His authority to the
office-bearers of the local churches, and masmuch as the ecclesiastical
authority of the classes and synods is derived authority, it is inadvisable
to say that the authority exercised at major assemblies is entrusted to
these assemblies by Christ. To meet this scruple your committee has
added the statement, . ..the authority of consistories being original,
that of major assemblies being delegated.”

Section b remained unchanged.

Article 31a. (Article 30 in the 1965 reading.)

One of the best known articles in the Church Order of Dort is, of
course, Article 31, and the words, . ..and whatever may be agreed
upon by a majority vote shall be considered settled and binding, unless
it be proved to conflict with the Word of God or with the articles of the
Church Order . . .” are familiar to us all.

Now the revision committee’s 1963 rendering of Article 31a reads as
follows: “Decisions of ecclesiastical assemblies shall be reached only upon
due consideration, and whenever possible by common consent; if un-
animity on an issue cannot be reached the minority shall abide by the
judgment of the majority. The decisions of the assemblies shall be con-
sidered settled and binding, provided they are in harmony with the Word
of God and the Church Order.”

Although this suggested reading reflects a good Reformed church
polity principle, this principle was not specifically expressed in the Church
Order heretofore and the advisability of doing so now was questioned
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by some. Moreover, many preferred, understandably, the familiar words,
“unless it be proved to conflict...” above the phraseology suggested by
the revision comruittee. After due consideration the revision committee
settled on the reading now appearing in our draft, which simply reads,
“Decisions of ecclesiastical assemblies shall be reached only upon due
consideration. The decisions of the assemblies shall be considered settled
and binding unless it is proved that they conflict with the Word of God
or the Church Order.”

Article 31b and c¢. (Article 31 in the 1965 reading.)

Article 31b and c as suggested in 1963 has been simplified to read,
“Assemblies and church members may appeal to the assembly next in
order if they believe that a decision conflicts with the Word of God or
the Church Order. Appellants shall observe all ecclesiastical regulations
regarding the manner and time of appeal.”

Your revision committee has dropped the divisional indications b.

and ¢. and now presents the simple statement as quoted above as Article
31.

Article 35. (Article 35 in the 1965 reading.)

The conclusion of Article 35 in our 1963 reading is as follows: “A
delegate shall not vote on any matter in which he himself, his church,
or. his delegating assembly is particularly involved.” It was judged that
this provision was needlessly too inclusive. The statement in our 1965
draft simply reads: “A delegate shall not vote on any matter in which
he himself or his church is particularly involved.”

Article 42, (Article 41 in the 1965 reading.)

Article 42b provided that, “Each classis shall designate a church to
convene the following classis.” The provision does not occur in the 1965
reading. The committee agreed that inasmuch as our classes are uni-
formly called together by direct decision of the classes themselves through
their stated clerks, it was more realistic to eliminate the provision re-
ferred to.

Article 54.

This proposed article in the draft of 1963 has been dropped by the
revision committee. In essence it specified that the classis should deal
with all matters properly presented to it; that the classis should exercise
supervisory care over the churches, and should give advice and assistance
to the churches.

The wording and provisions of this proposed article, according to
some, had hierarchical overtones, or might at least be interpreted in favor
of hierarchical tendencies. Your committee felt the force of some of these
objections, and at this time advises Synod to follow the pattern set by
the Church Order of Dort. It cannot be said that we really need an
article of this kind in the Church Order.
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Article 44. (Article 42 in the 1965 reading.)

Article 44 has been slightly altered by the revision committee, The
opening statement read, “In order properly to supervise and assist the
churches . ...” In our present draft it reads, “In order properly to assist
the churches....” That is to say, the words “supervise and,” have been
dropped, inasmuch as to the mind of some the inclusion of this term
might be interpreted in a hierarchical sense.

Article 45. (Article 43 in the 1965 reading.)

In section a. of Article 45 the revision committee inserted the word
“its” between “all” and “churches” for clarity’s sake, so that the con-
cluding words of section @. now read, “to visit all its churches once a
year.”

Article 54. (Article 52 in the 1965 reading.)

Article 54b in the 1963 draft read as follows: “Worship services shall
be held in observance of Christmas, Good Friday, Faster, Ascension Day,
and Pentecost, as well as Old and New Year’s Day, and annual days of
prayer and thanksgiving.”

This provision would seek to regulate the commermoration of special
events in the history of redemption, and the holding of special services
at certain special occasions.

The subject surrounding the keeping of “feast days” and the holding
of worship services on these days has always been a subject of frequent
debate in the Reformed churches. It is not surprising that your commit-
tee encountered a number of objections and suggestions regarding the
matter of Article 54b. Upon due consideration we were persuaded that
the revised Church Order should provide that, “worship services shall
be held in observance of Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension Day,
and Pentecost, and ordinarily on Old and New Year’s Day, and annual
days of prayer and thanksgiving.” We therefore inserted the word “or~
dinarily” at the proper place. This reading will encourage all of our
churches to hold special services on the days indicated, but it also ex-
presses the thought that in matters such as these our consistories are at
liberty to take special difficulties or circumstances into consideration.

Article 62. (Article 60 in the 1965 reading.)

A twofold change has been incorporated in the reading of this article.
Point “d” of the 1963 reading has become the concluding statement of
Point “a,” which concluding statement reads, “The names of those who
are to be admitted to the Lord’s Supper shall be announced to the con-
gregation for approval at least one Sunday before the public profession

- of faith,”

And to Point “c” we added the following provision, “Their names

shall be announced to the congregation for approval.”

 Article 65 (Article 63 in the 1965 reading.)

The 1963 reading of Article 65 follows: “In the worship services
Christian alms and other gifts of gratitude shall be received’ regularly.”
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The reading which the revision committee now presents simply states:
“In the worship services Christian alms shall be received regularly.” It
was felt that the point which this article should make is not so much
that gifts of gratitude shall have a place in the worship services — of
which fact the churches are all fully persuaded — but that the words of
Christ, “The poor have ye always with you” (Matt. 26:11), and certain
biblical injunctions and examples regarding the poor and their care,
must ever receive our due attention.

. Article 70. {Article 68 in the 1965 reading.)

The difference in the reading of this article as your committee now
presents it to Synod of 1965, and the reading of 1963 is this, that the
concluding statement attached to the reading of 1963, and which read,
“The consistory shall notify the Christian Reformed Board of Home
Missions concerning these members,” has been dropped. We were per-
suaded that this ruling regarding members who move to localities where
no Christian Reformed Church is found, is a practical synodical pro-
vision, and does not, strictly speaking, belong to the category of things
properly included in a Church Order.

Article 76.

This article concerned the pastoral care which consistories should
extend to members temporarily living beyond the bounds of their con-
gregation, such as servicemen and those institutionalized. The article also
provided for the appointment of chaplaincy committees.

The revision committee came to the conclusion that this article con-
cerns in part a self-evident matter, and in part a matter which the synod-
ical assemblies of our churches have heretofore looked after satisfactorily
without any Church Order ruling. We, therefore, deemed that this article
was not needed in the Church Order, and decided to drop it.

Article 81. (Article 78 in the 1965 reading.)

Article 81a reads in part, “Synod shall determine the fields in which
foreign mission work is to be carried on,...” In the 1965 reading, this
has been changed to read, “Synod shall determine the fields in which the
joint foreign mission work of the churches is to be carried on...”

Article 86. (Article 83 in the 1965 reading.)

In this article the expression “the accused” has been changed to read
“the member involved.” The revision committee agreed that Christian
love and hope should cause us to use the more charitable term.

Article 88. (Article 85 in the 1965 reading.)

The change which your revision committee is presenting to synod
regarding this article is that we simplified the second section of this
article. This second section in the 1963 draft read as follows: “When
in a given instance the consistory cannot agree whether this shall take
place in the presence of the congregation in a worship service it shall seek
advice from the consistory of the nearest church in the same classis.”
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'We now suggest the following provision: “The method of reconcili-
ation is to be determined by the consistory.”

Your committee felt that the specific question to which this ruling
had reference is no more weighty than many other questions concerning
which the consistory rules without consulting a neighboring consistory.

This change was also suggested by the advisory committee of the synod
of 1963.

Article 94. (Article 91 in the 1965 reading.)

Article 94b read, “If a neighboring consistory fails to concur in the
position of the consistory....” This statement was changed to read,
“If the neighboring consistory fails to concur in the position of the con-
sistory ....” The definite article is being used instead of the indefinite
article because the reference here is to a specific consistory.

Article 94c read: “The deposition of ministers shall be effected by the
classis, with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies,” was
changed to read: “The deposition of a minister shall not be effected
without the approval of classis, with the concurring advice of the synod-
ical deputies.”

This change was made inasmuch as deposition from office is primarily
and essentially the prerogative of the consistory.

* ¥ * ¥

This concludes our account concerning changes made in the 1963
draft of the proposed revised Church Order.

Your revision committee has sought to avoid the sacrifice of any
Reformed church polity principle. And at the same time wherever we
could we also sought to meet those who had difficulties or scruples re-
garding any of the proposed provisions contained in our draft of 1963.
We have done this in fairness to those who entertained these objections
and difTiculties, and in the hope that Synod of 1965 may see its way
clear to adopt the revised Church Order with confidence and joy.

We remind synod of the fact that the proposed Revised Church Order
has been adopted tentatively by previous synods, and that it is therefore
_the task of Synod of 1965 to adopt the exact contents and reading of the
revised Church Order. This responsibility, as noted before, was assigned
by the Synod of 1963 to the Synod of 1965.

For the revision committee’s article-by-article account and explanatory
statement of our tentatively adopted draft the delegates are referred to
the Acts of previous synods, namely as follows:

—Chapter I, Aests of Synod, 1960, pp. 134-146
—Chapter II and III, Acis of Synod, 1961, pp. 443-453
—Chapter IV, Acts of Synod, 1962, pp. 407-412

The complete text of the proposed revised Church Order which your
revision committee hereby presents to the Synod of 1965 for its adopnon
now follows,
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CHURCH ORDER OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
(United States and Canada)

INTRODUGTION
Article 1

a. The Christian Reformed Church, confessing its complete subjection to the
Word of God and the Reformed creeds as a true interpretation of this Word,
and acknowledging Christ as the only Head of His Church, and desiring to
honor the apostolic injunction, that in the churches all things are to be done
decently and in order (I Cor.14:40), regulates its ecclesiastical organization
and activities in the following articles.

b. The main subjects tieated in this Church Order are: The Offices of
the Church, The Assemblies of the Church, The Task of the Church, and
The Admonition and Discipline of the Church.

I. THE OFFICES OF THE CHURCH

A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 2

The offices instituted by Christ in His Church are those of the minister of
the Word, the elder, and the deacon. These offices differ from each other
only in mandate and task, not in dignity and honor.

Article 3

Confessing male members of the church who meet the Biblical requirements
for office-bearers are eligible for office. Only those who have been officially
called and ordained or installed shall hold and exercise office in the church.

Article 4

a. In calling to an office, the consistory shall present to the congregation a
nomination of at least twice the number to be elected. In special circumstances
the consistory may submit a nomination which totals less than twice the
number to be elected, giving reasons for this departure from the rule.

b. Prior to making nominations the consistory may give the congregation
an opportunity to direct attention to suitable persons.

c. The election by the congregation shall take place under the supervision
of the consistory after prayer and in accordance with the regulations established
by the consistory. The right to vote shall be limited to confessing members
in good standing,

d. After having called the elected persons to their respective offices and
having announced their names, the consistory shall proceed to ordain or install
them if no valid impediment has arisen. The ordination or installation shall
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take place in the public worship services with the use of the prescribed ec-
clesiastical forms.

All office-bearers, on occasions stipulated by consistorial, classical, and
synodical regulations, shall signify their agreement with the doctrine of the
church by signing the Form of Subscription, ’

B. THE MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Article 6

a. The completion of a satisfactory theological training shall be required
for admission to the ministry of the Word.
" b. Graduates of the theological seminary of the Christian Reformed Church
who have been declared candidates for the ministry of the Word by the
churches shall be eligible for call.

¢. Those who have been trained elsewhere shall not be eligible for call unless
they have met the requirements stipulated in the synodical regulations and
have been declared by the churches to be candidates for the ministry of the
Word.

Article 7

a. Those who have not received the prescribed theological training but who
give evidence that they are singularly gifted as to godliness, humility, spiritual
discretion, wisdom, and the native ability to preach the Word, may, by way
of exception, be admitted to the ministry of the Word, especially when the
need is urgent. '

b. The classis, in the presence of the synodical deputies, shall examine these
men concerning the required exceptional gifts. With the concurring advice
of the synodical deputies, classis shall proceed as circumstances may warrant
and in accordance with synodical regulations.

Article 8

a. Ministers in the Christian Reformed Church and ministers of sister
Churches are eligible for call, with due observance of the relevant rules.

b. Ministers from other denominations desiring to become ministers in the
Christian Reformed Church shall be declared eligible for a call by a classis
only after a thorough examination of their theological training, ministerial
record, knowledge of and soundness in the Reformed faith and their exem-
plariness of life, The presence and concurring advice of the synodical deputies
is required.

c. Ministers of other denominations who have not been declared eligible
for a call shall not be called unless all synodical requirements have been met.
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Article 9

In nominating and calling a minister the consistory shall seek the approval
of the counselor who acts in behalf of classis to see that the ecclesiastical
regulations have been observed. The consistory and counselor shall sign the
letter of call and the counselor shall render an account of his labors to classis.

Article 10

a. The ordination of a candidate for the ministry of the Word requires the
approval of the classis of the calling church and of the synodical deputies.
The classis, in the presence of the deputies, shall examine him concerning his
doctrine and life in accordance with synodical regulations. The ordination
shall be accompanied by the laying on of hands by the officiating minister,

b. The installation of a minister shall require the approval of the classis
of the calling church or of its interim committee, to which the minister shall
have previously presented good ecclesiastical testimonials of doctrine and life
which have been given him by his former consistory and classs.

Article 11

a, The task of the minister is to preach the Word, administer the sacra-
ments, conduct public worship services, and catechize the youth in order that
the church may be built and unbelievers won for Christ. Although all ministers
share this common task, each shall discharge it in accordance with his par-
ticular calling, whether he is a minister in a local congregation or a missionary
at home or abroad.

b. The minister, with the elders, shall have supervision over the congregation
and his fellow office-bearers, exercising admonition and discipline and seeing
to it that everything is done decently and in order. He shall, with the elders,
exercise pastoral care over the congregation, and engage in and promote the
work of evangelism.

Article 12

A minister who enters upon the work of home or foreign missions shall be
called in the regular manner by a local church, which acts in co-operation with
the appropriate .committees of classis or synod. Although the duties of a
missionary may be regulated through such co-operation, the supervision of his
doctrine and life rests with the calling church.

Article 13

A minister who is charged with an extraordinary ministerial task shall
remain subject to the calling church, which shall supervise his doctrine and
life. His duties, however, may be regulated by the consistory in co-operation
with other agencies. He may be engaged in such a task only after the classis of
the calling church, with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies, has
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judged it to be spiritual in character and directly related to the ministerial
calling.

Article 14

a. A minister of the Word shall not leave the congregation with which he
is connected for another church without the consent of the consistory.

b. A minister of the Word, once lawfully called, may not forsake his office.
He may, however, be released from office to enter upon a non-ministerial
vocation for such weighty reasons as shall receive the approval of the classis
with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies.

Article 15

Each church shall through its consmtory provide for the proper support of
its minister (s).

Article 16

A minister who for weighty reasons desires a temporary release from service
to the congregation must have the approval of his consistory, which shall
continue to have supervision over him.

Article 17

a. A minister who is neither eligible for retirement nor worthy of discipline
may because of an intolerable situation existing between him and his church,
be released from active ministerial service in his congregation. The consistory
shall give such a release only with the approval of the classis with the con-
curring advice of the synodical deputies and in accordance with synodical
regulations.

b. The consistory shall provide for the support of a released minister in
such a way and for such a time as shall receive the approval of classis.

¢. Eventually, if no call is forthcoming, he may at the discretion of classis
and the synod be completely released from his ministerial office.

Article 18

A minister who is neither eligible for retirement nor worthy of discipline,
but who has clearly shown that he lacks the essential qualifications for the
ministry of the Word, may be discharged by the consistory from his ministerial
office, but only upon the approval of classis with the concurring advice of
the synodical deputies. Such a decision shall not be considered final until
confirmed by synod. Until that time the church he served last shall provide
for the support of him and his dependents in a way approved by classis.

Article 19

a. A minister who has reached retirement age, or who because of physical
or mental disability is incapable of performing the duties of his office, is eligible
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for retirement. Retirement shall take place with the approval of the consistory
and classis and in accordance with synodical regulations.

b. A retired minister shall retain the honor and title of a minister of the
Word and his official connection with the church which he served last, and
this church shall be responsible for providing honorably for his support and
that of his dependents according to synodical regulations.

c. Should the reasons for his retirement no longer exist, the minister emeritus
shall request the consistory and classis which recommended him for retirement
to declare him eligible for call.

Article 20

The churches shall maintain a theological seminary at which men are trained
for the ministry of the Word. The seminary shall be governed by synod through
a board of trustees appointed by synod and responsible to it.

Article 21

The task of the ministers of the Word who are appointed as professors of
theology is to train the seminary students for the ministry of the Word, ex-
pound the Word of God, and vindicate sound doctrine against heresies and
errors.

Article 22

The churches shall encourage young men to seek to become mmisters of the
Word and shall grant financial aid to those who are in need of it. Every classis
shall maintain a student fund.

Article 23

Students who have received licensure according to synodical regulations
shall be permitted to exhort in the public worship services.

C. THE ELDERS AND DEACONS

Article 24

The elders and deacons shall serve for a limited time as designated by the
consistory. As a rule a specified number of them shall retire from office each
year. The retiring office-bearers shall be succeeded by others unless the cir-
cumstances and the profit of any church make immediate eligibility for re-
election advisable. Elders and deacons who are thus re-elected shall be re-
installed.

Article 25

The elders, with the minister(s), shalt have supervision over the congregation
and their fellow office-bearers; :exercising admonition and discipline and seeing



REPoRTS 41

to it that everything is done decently and in order. They shall, with the
minister(s), exercise pastoral care over the congregation, and engage in and
promote the work of evangelism.

Article 26

a. The task of the deacons is to administer Christian mercy toward those
who are in material or social need, first of all toward those of the household
of faith, but also toward the needy in general. In executing this task they shall
diligently collect, administer, and distribute monies and other gifts, and shall
serve the distressed with counsel and assistance,

b. They shall enable the needy under their care to make use of Christian
institutions of mercy.

c. They shall confer and co-operate with diaconates of neighboring churches
when this is desirable for the proper performance of their task. '

d. They may also seek mutual understandings with other agencies in their
community which are caring for the needy, so that the gifts may be distributed
properly.

II. THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE CHURCH

A, GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 27
The assemblies of the Church are: the-consistory, the classis, and the synod.

Article 28

a. Each assembly exercises, in keeping with its own character and domain,
the ecclesiastical authority entrusted to it by Christ; the authority of consistories
being original, that of major assemblies being delegated. .

b. The classis has the same authority over the consistory as the synod has
over the classis.

Article 29

a. These assemblies shall transact ecclesiastical matters only, and shall deal
with them in an ecclesiastical manner.

b. A major assembly shall deal only with those matters which concern its
churches in common or which could not be finished in the minor assemblies.

c. Matters referred by minor assemblies to major assemblies shall be pre-
sented in harmony with the rules for classical and synodical procedure. |

Article 30
Decisions of ecclesiastical assemblies shall be reached only upon due con-
sideration. The decisions of the assemblies shall be considered settled and

binding, unless it is proved that they conflict with the Woxd of God or the
Church Order.
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Article 31

Assemblies and church members may appeal to the assembly next in order
if they believe that a decision conflicts with the Word of God or the Church
Order. Appellants shall observe all ecclesiastical regulations regardlng the
manner and time of appeal.

Article 32

" A request for revision of a decision shall be submitted to the assembly which
‘made the decision. Such a request shall be honored only if sufficient and new
grounds for reconsideration are presented

Article 33 A .
a. The sessions of all assemblies shall begin and end with prayer. .

~ b. In every asscmbly there shall be a president whose duty it shall be to
state and explain the business to be transacted, and to see to it that the stipu-
lations of the Church Order are followed and that everyone observes due order
and decorum in speaking. There shall also be a clerk whose task it shall be
to keep an accurate record of the proceedings. In major assemblies the above
named offices shall cease when the assembly adjourns.

c. Each assembly shall make proper provision for receiving cormmunica-
tions, preparing agenda and acts, keeping files and archives, and conducting
the ﬁnanc1a1 transactions of the assembly.

d. Each assembly shall provide for the safeguarding of its property through
proper 1ncorporat10n according to rules apploved by synod

Article 34

a. The assemblies may delegate to comumittees the execution of their de-
cisions or the preparation of reports for future consideration, They shall give
every committee a well-defined mandate, and shall require of them regular
and complete reports of their work.

b. Each classis shall appoint a classical interim committee, and synod shall
appoint a synodical interim committee, to act for them in matters which
cannot wait action by the assemblies themselves. Such committees shall be
given well-defined mandates and shall submit- all their actions to the next
meeting of the assembly for approval. ' '

Article 35

The major assemblies are composed of office-bearers who are delegated by
the constituent minor assemblies. The minor assemblies' shall provide their
delegates with proper credentials which authorize them to deliberate and
vote on matters brought before the major.assemblies. A delegate shall not vote
" on any matter in which he himself or his church is particularly.involved.
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B. THE CONSISTORY
Article 36

" a. In every church there shall be a consistory composed of the office-

bearers. The consistory is responsible for the general government of the
church.

b. Where the number of elders is at least four, a distinction may be made
between the general consistory, to which all oﬂlce-bearers belong, and the
restricted consistory, in which the deacons do not participate. '

‘c. When such a distinction is made, the supervision and discipline of the
congregation shall be vested in the restricted consistory. The work of Christian
mercy shall be the task of the deacons, who shall render account of their work
to the general consistory. All other matters belong to the general consistory.

Article 37

a. The consistory shall meet at least once a month, at a time and place
announced to the congregation.. The meeting shall be presided over by the-
minister, or, in the absence of the minister by one of the elders.

b. At the consistory meeting before the Lord’s Supper the office-bearers
shall exercise mutual censure, especially concerning the performance of their
official duties.

Article 38

The consistory, besides seeking the cooperation of the congregation in the
election of . office-bearers, shall also invite its judgment about other major
matters, except those which pertain to the supervision and discipline of the.
congregation. . For this purpose the consistory shall call a meeting at least
annually .of all members entitled to vote. ‘Such a meeting shall be conducted
by the consistory, and only those matters which it presents shall be considered.
Although full consideration shall be given to the judgment expressed by the
congregation, the authority for mal\mg and carrying out final decisions remains
with the consistory as the governing body of the church.

Article 39

a. Groups of believers among whom no consistory can as yet be constituted
shall be under the care of a neighboring consistory, designated by classis.

b. When a consistory is bemg constituted for the first time the approval of .
classis is required.

C. THE CLASSIS

Article 40

A classis shall consist of a group of neighboring churches. The organizing
of a new classis and the redistricting of classes require the approval of 'synod. -
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Article 41

a. The consistory of each church shall delegate 2 minister and an. elder .to
the classis. If a church is without a minister, or the minister is prevented from
attending, two elders shall be delegated Offlce bearers who are not de]egated.
may also attend classis and may be given an advisory voice.

b. The classis shall meet at least every four months, unless great distances
render this impractical, at such a time and place as was determined by the
previous classical meeting. :

¢. The ministers shall cither preside in rotation, or one shall be.chosen to
preside; however, the same minister shall not be chosen twice in succession.

Article 42

In order properly to assist the churches, the president, on behalf of classis,
shall at least once a year interview the delegates of each church especially
concerning church government and discipline, the ministry of mercy, missions,
Christian education, and such matters as synod and classis may consider of
special importance. Admonitions, encouragements, and advice shall be given
aceording to need. '

Article 43

a. The classis shall appoint at least one committee composed of two of the
more experienced and competent ministers to visit all its churches once a year

b. The church visitors shall ascertain whether the office-bearers faithfully
perform their duties, adhere to sound doctrine, observe the provisions of the
Church Order, and properly promote the edification of the congregation and
the extension of God’s kingdom. They shall fraternally admonish those who‘
have been negligent, and help all with advice and assistance. - ‘

¢. The churches are free to call on the church visitors whenever serious
problems arise.

d. The church visitors shall render to classis a written report of thelr work

Article 44

The classis may grant the right to exhort within its bounds to men who are
gifted, well-informed, consecrated, and able to edify the churches. When the
urgent need for their services has been established, the classis shall examine
such men and license them as exhorters for a limited period of time.

Article 45

A classis may take counsel or joint action with its nelghbormg classm or
classes in matters of mutual concern.
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D. THE SYNOD
Article 46

The synod is the assembly representing the churches of all the classes. Each
classis shall delegate two ministers and two elders to the synod.

Article 47

a. Synod shall meet annually, at a time and place determined by the previous
synod. Each synod shall designate a church to convene the following synod.

b. The convening church, with the approval of the synodical interim com-
mittee, may call a special session’ of synod, but only in very extraordinary
circumstances and with the observance of synodical regulations.

c. The officers of synod shall be elected and shall function in accordance
with the Rules for Synodical Procedure.

Article 48

The task of synod includes the adoption of the creeds, of the church order,
of the liturgical forms, of the psalter hymnal, and of the principles and elements
of the order of worship, as well as the designation of the Bible versions to be
used in the worship services.

No substantial alterations shall be effected by synod in these matters unless
the churches have had prior opportunity to consider the advisability of the
proposed changes.

Article 49

a. Upon the nomination of the classes, synod shall appoint ministers, one
from each classis to serve as synodical deputies for a term designated by synod.

b. When the cooperation of the synodical deputies is required as stipulated
in the Church Order, the presence of at least three deputies from the nearest
classes shall be prescribed.

c. Besides the duties elsewhere stipulated, the depunes shall, upon request,
extend help to the classes in the event of difficulties in order that proper unity,
order, and sound doctrine may be maintained.

d. The synodical deputies shall submit a complete report of their actions
to the next synod.

Article 50

a. Synod shall appoint a committee to correspond with other Reformed
Churches so that the Christian Reformed Church may exercise Christian
fellowship with other denominations and may promote the unity of the Church
of Jesus Christ.
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b. Synod shall decide which denominations are to be received into ecclesiasti-
cal fellowship, and shall establish the rules which govern these relationships.

Article 51

a. Synod shall send delegates to Reformed ecumenical synods in which the
Christian Reformed Church cooperates with other denominations which
confess and maintain the Reformed faith.

b. Synod may present to such gatherings matters on which it seeks the
judgment of the Reformed Churches all over the world.

c. Decisions of Reformed ecumenical synods shall be binding upon the
Christian Reformed Church only when they have been ratified by its synod.

III. THE TASK AND ACTIVITIES OF THE CHURCH

A. WORSHIP SERVICES
Article 52

a. The congregation shall assemble for worship at least twice on the Lord’s
day to hear God’s Word, to receive the sacraments, to engage .in praise and
prayer, and to present gifts of gratitude.

b. Worship services shall be held in observance of Christmas, Good Friday,
Easter, Ascension Day, and Pentecost, and ordinarily on Old and New Year’s
Day, and annual days of prayer and thanksgiving.

c. Special worship services may be proclaimed by synod or its interim com-
mittee in times of great stress or blessing for church, nation, or world.

Article 53

a. The consistory shall regulate the worship services.
~ b. The consistory shall see to it that the synodically-approved Bible versions,
liturgical forms, and songs are used, and that the principles and elements of
the order of worship approved by synod are observed.

c. The consistory shall see to it that if choirs or others sing in the worship
services, they observe the synodical regulations governing the content of the
hymns and anthems sung.

Article 54

a. The ministers of the Word shall conduct the worship services.

b. Persons licensed to exhort and anyone appointed by the consistory to read
a sermon may conduct worship services. They shall, however, refrain from all
official acts of the ministry.

c. Only sermons approved by the -consistory shall be read in the worship
services.
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Article 55

a. In the worship services the minister of the Word shall officially explain
and apply Holy Scrlpture

b. At one of the services each Lord’s day, the minister shall ordinarily preach
the Word as summarized in the Heidelberg Catechism, following its sequence.

Article 56

The sacraments shall be administered upon the authority of the consistory,
in the public worship service, by the minister of the Word, with the use of
the prescribed forms. -

Article 57

a. The covenant of God shall be sealed to children of believers by holy
baptism. The consistory shall see to it that baptism is requested and ad-
ministered as soon as feasible.

Article 58

Adults who have not been baptized shall receive holy baptism upon public
profession of faith. The Form for the Baptism of Adults shall be used for
such public professmns _

Article 59

The baptism of one who comes from another Christian denomination shall
be held valid if it has been administered in the name of the Triune God, by
someone authorized by that denomination.

Article . 60

a. Members by baptism shall be admitted- to the Lord’s Supper upon a
public profession of Christ according to the Reformed creeds, with the use
of the prescribed form. Before the profession. of faith the consistory shall
examine them concerning their motives, doctrine, and conduct. The names of
those who are to be admitted to the Lord’s Supper shall be announced to the
congregation for approval at least one Sunday before the public profession
of faith.

b. Confessing members coming from other Christian Reformed congregations
shall be admitted to communicant membership upon the presentation of cer-
tificates of membership attesting their soundness in doctrine and life. The
same rule shall apply to those coming from other denominations with which
the Christian Reformed Church maintains full ecclesiastical fellowship.

c. Persons coming from denominations other than those mentioned-above
shall be admitted to communicant membership only after the consistory has
examined them concerning doctrine and conduct. The consistory shall. de-
termine in each case whether or not public confession of faith shall be re-
quired. Their names shall be announced to the congregation for approval.
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Article 61

a. The Lord’s Supper shall be administered at least once every three months.

b. The consistory shall provide for such administrations as it shall judge
most conducive to edification. However, the ceremonies as prescribed in God’s
Word shall not be changed.

c. The Lord’s Supper shall be preceded by a preparatory sermon and fol-
lowed by an applicatory sermon.

Article 62

a. The public prayers in the worship services shall include adoration, con-
fession, thanksgiving, supplication, and intercession for all Christendom and
all men,

b. In the ministry of prayer the approved liturgical prayers may be used.

Article 63
In the worship services Christian alms shall be received regularly.

o B. CATEGHETICAL.INSTRUCTION
Article 64

Each church shall instruct its youth—and others who are interested—in the
teaching of the Scriptures as formulated in the creeds of the church, in order
to prepare them to profess their faith publicly and to assume their Christian
responsibilities in the church and in the world.

Article 65 S

a. Catechetical instruction shall be supervised by the consistory.

b. The instruction shall be given by the minister of the Word with the help,
if necessary, of the elders and others appointed by the consistory.

c. The Hexdelberg Catechism and its Compendium shall be the basis of
instruction. . Selection of additional instriictional helps shall be made by the
minister in consultatlon with the consistory.

C. PASTORAL CARE
Article 66
Pastoral care shall be exercised over all the members of the congregation.
The minister of the Word and the elders shall conduct annual home visitation,
and faithfully visit the sick, the distressed, the shut-ins, and the erring. They
shall encourage the members to live by faith, comfort them in adversuy, and
warn them against errors in doctrine and life. ‘ ‘

Article 67
a. Confessing members who remove to another Christian Reformed church
are entitled to a certificate, issued by the consistory; concerning their doctrine
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and life. When such certificates of membership are requested, they shall or-
dinarily be mailed to the church of their new residence.

b. Members by baptism who remove to another Christian Reformed church
shall upon proper request be granted a certificate of baptism, to which such
notations as are necessary shall be attached. Such certificates shall as a rule
be mailed to the church of their new residence.

c. Ecclesiastical certificates shall be signed by the president and cIerk of the
cousistory.

Article 68

Members who move to localities where there is no Christian Reformed
church may, upon their request, either retain their membership in the church
of their former residence, or have their certificates sent to the nearest Christian
Reformed church.

Article 69

Each church shall keep a complete record of all births, deaths, baptisms,
professwns of faith, receptions and dismissals of members, and excommunica-
tions and other terminations of membership.

Article 70

a. Consistories shall instruct and admonish those under their spiritual care
to marry only in the Lord.

b. Christian marriages should be solemnized with appropriate admonitions,
promises, and prayers, as provided for in the official Form. Marriages may be
solemnijzed either in a worship service, or in private gatherings of relatives
and friends.

c. Ministers shall not solemnize marriages wh1ch would be in conﬂlct with
the Word of God.

Article 71

Funerals are not ecclesiastical but family affairs, and should be conducted
accordingly.

Article 72

The consistory shall diligently encourage the members of the congregation
to establish and maintain good Christian schools, and shall urge parents to
have their children instructed in these schools according to the demands of
the covenant.

Article 73

The consistory shall promote societies within the congregation for the study
of God’s Word and shall serve especially the youth organizations with counsel
and assistance. All such societies are under the supervision of the consistory.
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D. MISSIONS

Article 74

a. In obedience to Christ’s great commission (Matthew 28:19, 20), the
churches must bring the gospel to all men at home and abroad, in order to
lead them into fellowship with Christ and His Church.

b. In fulfilling this mandate, each consistory shall stimulate the members
of the congregation to be witnesses for Christ in word and deed, and to support
the work of home and foreign missions by their interest, prayers, and gifts.

Article 75

a. Each church shall bring the gospel to unbelievers in its own community.
This task shall be sponsored and governed by the consistory.

b. This task may be executed, when conditions warrant, in cooperation with
one or more neighboring churches.

Article 76

The classes shall, whenever necessary, assist the churches in their local
evangelistic programs. The classes themselves may perform this work of evan-
gelism when it is beyond the scope and resources of the local churches. To
administer these tasks each classis shall have a classical home missions com-
mittee. '

Article 77

a. Synod shall encourage and assist congregations and classes in their work
of evangelism, and shall also carry.on such home mission activities as are
beyond the scope and resources of minor assemblies.

b. To administer these activities synod shall appoint a denominational home
missions committee, whose work shall be controlled by synodical regulations.

Article 78

a. Synod shall determine the field in which the joint foreign mission work
of the churches is to be carried on, regulate the manner in which this task is
to be performed, provide for its cooperative support, and encourage the con-
gregations to call and support missionaries.

b. To administer these activities synod shall appoint a denominational
foreign missions committee whose work shall be controlled by synodical regu-
lation.

IV. THE ADMONITION AND DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH
A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 79
a. The admonition and discipline of the church are spiritual in character
and therefore require the use of spiritual means. :
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b. The exercise of admonition and discipline by the consistory does not
preclude the responsibility of the believers to watch over and to admonish one
another in love.

Article 80

The purpose of the admonition and discipline of the church is to maintain
the honor of God, to restore the sinner, and to remove offense from the Church
of Christ.

Article 81

All members of the congregation are subject in both doctrine and life to the
admonition and discipline of the church.

Article 82

Commission of sins which give public offense or which are brought to the
attention of the consistory according to the rule of Matthew 18:15-17 shall
make one liable to the discipline of the church.

Article 83

Disciplinary measures shall be applied only after an adequate investigation
has been made and the member involved has had ample opportunity to present
his case.

B, THE ADMONITION AND DISCIPLINLE OF MEMBERS

Article 84

a. Members by baptism who wilfully neglect to make public profession of
faith, or are delinquent in doctrine or life, and do not heed the admonition
of the consistory shall be dealt with in accordance with the regulations of synod
and, if they persist in their sin, shall be excluded from the Church of Christ.

b. Members by baptism who have been excluded from the church and who
later repent of their sin shall be received again into the church only upon
public profession of faith.

Article 85

Confessing members who have offended in doctrine or in life and who have
responded favorably to the admonition of the consistory shall be reconciled to
the church upon sufficient evidence of repentance. The method of reconcili-
ation is to be determined by the consistory.

Article 86

Confessing members who have offended in doctrine or in life and who ob-
stinately reject the admonitions of the consistory shall be barred from partaking
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of the Lord’s Supper, responding to the baptismal questions, and exercising
any other rights of membership.

Article 87

a. Confessing members who have been barred from the Lord’s Supper and
who after repeated admonitions show no signs of repentance shall be excom-
municated from the Church of Christ. The Form for Excommunication shall
be used for this purpose.

b. The consistory, before excommunicating anyone, shall make three an-
nouncements in which the nature of the offense and the obstinancy of the
sinner are explained and the congregation is urged to pray for him and to ad-
monish him. In the first announcement the name of the sinner shall not be
mentioned. In the second, with the approval of the classis, his name shall be
mentioned. In the third the congregation shall be informed that unless the
sinner repents he will be excommunicated on a specified date.

Article 88

When anyone who has been excommunicated desires to become reconciled
to the church, the consistory, having satisfied itself as to the sincerity of his
repentance, shall announce these developments to the congregation. If no valid
objections are presented, he shall be restored to the fellowship of the Church
of Christ. The Form for Readmission shall be used for this purpose.

C. THE ADMONITION AND DISCIPLINE OF OFFICE-BEARERS

Article 89

a. Ministers, elders, and deacons, besides being subject to general discipline,
are also subject to special discipline, which consists of suspension and depo-
sition from office.

b. General discipline shall not be applied to an office-bearer unless he has
first been suspended from office.

Article 90

a. Special discipline shall be applied to office-bearers if they violate the
Form of Subscription, are guilty of neglect or abuse of office, or in any way
seriously deviate from sound doctrine and godly conduct.

b. The appropriate assembly shall determine whether, in a given instance,

deposition from office shall take place immediately, without previous sus-
pension.

Article 91

a. The suspension of a minister of the gospel shall be imposed by the con-
sistory of his church with the concurring judgment of the consistory of the
nearest church in the same classis. '
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b. If the neighboring consistory fails to concur in the position of the con-
sistory of the minister involved, the latter consistory shall either alter. its original
judgment or present the case to classis. :

c. The deposition of a minister shall not be effected without the approva]
of classis, with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies.

Article 92

a. The suspension or deposition of an elder or deacon shall be imposed by
the conﬂstory with the concurring judgment of the consistory of the nearest
church in the same classis.

b. If the neighboring consistory fails to concur in the position of the con-
sistory of the elder or deacon involved, the latter consistory shall either alter
its original judgment or present the case to classis.

Article 93

In exceptional circumstances a major assembly may suspend or depose
office-bearers even when action leading to suspension or deposition has not
been initiated by the consistory. These circumstances shall be considered to
exist when a part of either the consistory or the congregation appeals to the
major assembly for assistance and cooperation because of misgovernment by
the consistory, such as serious neglect of duty, or the toleration or promotion
of false doctrine. Notification of such an appeal shall be given to the consistory.

Article 94

a. A minister of the Word whose membership resides with a congregation
other than his calling church is subject to the admonition and discipline of the
consistories of both churches. Either consistory may initiate disciplinary action,
but neither shall act without conferring with the other.

b. If the consistories disagree, the case shall be submitted to the classis of the
calling church. Only this classis has the authority to depose such a minister,
with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies.

Article 95
a. The suspension of an office-bearer shall be lifted only upon sufficient
evidence of repentance.

b. The lifting of suspension is the prerogative of the assembly which imposed
suspension.

Article 96

a. A deposed office-bearer shall not be restored unless he gives sufficient
evidence of genuine repentance. It must further be evident that, should he be
restored to office, he could then serve without being hindered in his work by
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the handicap of his past sin and that his restoration would be to the glory of
God and for the true welfare of the church. :

b. The judgment as to whether a deposed minister shall subsequently be
declared eligible for call shall be made by the classis which deposed hir, to-
gether with the concurring advice of the synodical deputies.

CONCLUSION
Article 97

No church shall in any way lord it over another church, and no office-bearer
shall lord it over another office-bearer.

Article 98

This Church Orvder, having been adopted by common consent, shall be
faithfully observed, and any revision thereof shall be made only by synod.

Prayerfully and humbly submitted,

The Revision Committee

Dr. J. H. Kromminga, chairman
Prof. M. Monsma, sec’y .

Rev. R. J. Bos

Dr. R. J. Danhof

Dr. L. Oostendorp
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REPORT NO. 7
CHRISTTIAN ORGANIZATIONS

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:
Under the subject given above we bring the following before you.
I. History

The Gereformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands presented to the Fourth
Reformed Ecumenical Synod of 1958 met at Potchefstroom, South Africa,
an overture re separate Christian Organizations. They had in mind mem-
bers of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands emigrating to different
countries and finding themselves in circumstances quite different from
what they were used to as regards social organizations, They did not in
the least mean to convey the idea that all organizations must fall in line
with those in the Netherlands; they considered it fit to investigate this
matter now, and that from the viewpoint of principles involved.

In response to this overture the Fourth RES appointed a committee,
of which the late Dr. G. Brillenburgh Wurth was the convener, to advise
the Synod as to procedure in this matter. This committee reported as
follows: “Conscious of both the scope and profundity of the problems
appertaining to separate social and political organizations, your committee
recommends that the Ecumenical Synod appoint an international study
comumittee, instructing them to make a thorough investigation concerning
the Biblical principles involved and regarding the application of these
principles in practice, and to report to the following Ecumenical Synod.”

The committee also recommended the adoption of the following guide-
lines: “That . . . it is not at all imperative for Christians, and especially
for emigrants, who in their homeland were separately organized but now
live under new and different circumstances, always to establish such or-
ganizations;” and “That the obligation to organize in this manner lies
interwoven with the prevailing state of society as a whole and/or local
circumstances. In the event that the antithesis between the Kingdom of
Light and that of darkness in any society or section of it is already evident
or in case the Christian is hampered by the so-called neutrality of Posi-
tivism, then he, for the sake of the maintenance of the foundations of
a Christian society as such and its development, is called to organize
separately. This should, however, always take place in a clear realization
of the fact that isolation is never an end in itself, but should be designed
to serve God and one’s neighbor.”

The RES of 1958 adopted these recommendations and appointed an
international committee with the suggested mandate (see Acts of the
RES 1963, pp. 93-4).

The 1nternat10na1 committee reported in 1963. Its long, valuable re-
port is made up of four parts:

A. History and background of separate Christian orgamzatxons in the
Netherlands and decisions of the Gereformeerde. Kerken pertaining to
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them. This was prepared by Mr. Bauke Roolvink assisted by three
brethren thoroughly familiar with these matters. Mr. George Kamp of
Galvin College translated this from the Dutch into English.

B. Background and development of political and social organizations
in North America, with special emphasis on the United States, including
also a history and summary of decisions of the Christian Reformed
Church relative to separate organizations, written by Dr. John Vanden
Berg of Calvin College,

C. Biblical principles involved in the question of separate organiza-
tions, presented by Dr. John Murray, professor of systematic theology at
Westminster Seminary.

 D. Conclusions and recommendations of the committee. (See Acts of
the RES, 1963, pp. 94-155.)

This report of the international committee was presented to the RES
of 1963, which met at Calvin College. The RES did not adopt the con-
clusions and recommendations of the committee but upon recommenda-
tion of its advisory committee and as a result of debate on the floor in-
troduced some changes (See our Acts of 1964, p. 326). The resolutions
resulting from this came before Synod in 1964 with a recommendation
from our delegates to RES that Synod adopt them (Acts, 1964, p. 328).
Synod’s advisory committee recommended that “Synod refer this matter
to a study committee.” Synod so decided (Acts 1964, p. 76 under B) and
appointed the committee now reporting to you. (p. 133, 13)

II. Our MANDATE

We are to study this matter, namely, whether Synod should adopt the
tendered resolutions of the RES on Christian organizations. As a denomi-
nation we are a member of the RES. Its resolutions do not become our
own until we ratify them. That is what we are asked to do. Three possi-
bilities are open. We can simply adopt these resolutions in the form
presented to us. Or we can reject them in toto, but for that we should
have to present good grounds. Or we can suggest revisions which we
consider necessary, but then the revised resolutions would have to go to
the next meeting of the RES and that would involve a long delay. What
is our advice? Before stating it let us first present said resolutions.

II1. ResoLuTioNs oN CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS

Preamble: As it is the calling of the church to let the light of the pro-
phetlc Word, entrusted to her, shine upon all spheres of life, Synod deems
it desirable to formulate some directives regarding separate Christian
organizations in the social and political fields. Therefore Synod declares:

"1, Believers should reflect individually, in groups, and in organizations
on their responsibility in the political and social fields and on the manner
in: which this responsibility can be discharged.

Ground: The church’s confession and proclamation of the Kingship
of ‘Christ in all phases of life demands that believers reflect on the manner
in which they are to discharge their duties in the social and political fields.
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Such reflection is demanded more and more in this age of constantly in-
creasing organization of man in all kinds of alliances.

2. Although it is not possible for Synod to say that Christians must
always organize on a separate basis in the social and political fields, there
exists a need for greater stress on considering concerted Christian action
in the above-mentioned fields. :

Grounds:

a. It is the duty of the church to preach the full counsel of God, in-
cluding the principles of Christian behavior in the social and polmcal
fields and not the function of the church to prescribe the details of what
is or what is not Christian behavior in the social and political fields.

b. Modern developments of unchristian activity in the social, economic
and political fields, in which ruthless power often seems the only norm
that reigns, make the question of establishing and/or joining Christian or-
ganizations a matter of great importance.

- 3. In the social and political fields Christians should promote the one
true justice and righteousness, taught in the Word of God, and should
be encouraged to organize to that end wherever and whenever it is pos-
sible.

Grounds:

a. It is God’s will, as revealed in His Word and testified by His Spirit
in our hearts, that justice and righteousness be established in society. (Cf.
Jer. 22:3; Isa. 1: 17; Ps. 15:1, 2; Isa. 32:17; 33:15-17; Phil. 1:11; I John
2:29; 3: 7 and 10).

b. Of all people, Christians should be the most sensitive to injustice
and unrighteousness. Although the individual Christian can and should
witness against these, in the increasingly complex and massive organiza-
tion of soclety, it would seem that the Christian witness can be made more
effective through Christian organizations. It should be noted that the
possibility of effective Christian social and political organizations will
depend to a considerable extent on the prevailing state of society and/or
local circumstances.

4. Since the contrast between the kingdom of light and of darkness is
becoming more sharply defined in the sphere of political and social re-
lations, and it therefore becomes increasingly difficult for Christians who
have united with so-called general or neutral organizations to give due
heed to their Evangelical mandate, there is a growing need for separate
organizations of believers.

Grounds:

a. Since in many countries and many situations there exists an in-
creasing unchristian activity, appealing to ruthless power only, and not
seeking a justice and fellowship that is in accord with Scriptures, a sep-
arate Christian organization (in the social field of employers as well as of
employees) will provide believers with the opportunity to exhibit their
concept of society and to appeal to biblical norms.

.'b.. Experiences with separate Christian political and soc1al organiza-
tions-in' which ‘the employee ‘as well as the employer are viewed-as God’s
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creation, and in which harmonious cooperation between employers and
employees, especially in trade unions, plays a central role, indicate that in
this way the believer is enabled to make a fruitful contribution to the
promotion of better social relations.

5. The purpose of separate Christian organizations must always be the
service of God and fellow-men and never a matter of seeking isolation.

Ground: Christians are the salt of the earth and the light of the world
and are admonished to function as such (Cf, Mait. 5:13-16).

6. With respect to the so-called general or neutral political and social
organizations, believers in consultation with fellow believers who are in
the same situation, must decide in the light of Holy Writ, taking into
consideration the circumstances of time and place, whether they may or
may not unite with such organizations, provided that the basis, aims and
practice of such organizations allow them to exercise their calling in this
world. It is understood, of course, that if a Christian joins such a non-
christian organization, he alone and unitedly with other Christians in
the organization is in duty bound at all times to live by and advance
Christian principles within the organization.

Ground: The Christian is called upon to be obedient to Christ in every
activity (cf. I Cor. 10:31). He must therefore live consistently with his
confession.

7. Christians may not be members of or give aid to social and political
organizations whose principles and/or whose common and regular prac-
tices conflict with biblical norms.

Ground: To live in a manner inconsistent with biblical norms is sin,
and this sin is aggravated when a Christian is aware of the contradiction
and continues to ignore it. (cf, James 4; 12; I Thess. 5:22). (Acts 1964,
pp. 326-28.)

IV. OBSERVATIONS

After a study of these resolutions we do have some observations.

A. Although these resolutions mention social and political organizations
in each one of them, yet the main body of the report deals only with labor
organizations., Some attention is given to the Christian organization of
employers. It had been better if the report had also contained a section
on Christian political parties.

B. Our attention was drawn by the word “separate” in the preamble as
also in the resolutions, We are of the opinion that this word might better
be omitted. The resolutions rightly stress that the emphasis must not
be separation. The opposition is between Christian and non-Christian
or secular, What is separate Is not therefore also Christian. Only in the
secular society the Christian organization will necessarily be a separate
organization.

C. The organization of the material leaves something to be desired
as to clearness and directness. Any reader can verify this for himself.
For instance, under point D both the main statement and the grounds
begin with “since.” And most of the material found in the main state-
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ment should have been placed in the grounds. And point F is so wordy
and involved, containing three points in one, that one must read and
reread it carefully to get the sense of it.

D. An unfelicitous expression is found in point B which says that it is
“not possible” for Synod to say that Christians must always organize on a
separate basis in the social and political fields. It surely is “possible” for
Synod to say this, but saying it Synod would not be expressing the teach-
ing on the Bible. The advisory committee at the RES in 1958 said that
“is not at all imperative.” That would have been simpler and clearer.

E. These observations, to which others might be added; pertain to the
formulation and language of the resolutions in question. These in our
opinion are important, But they do not mean to suggest that therefore we
advise rejection of the resolutions. See below,

F. At the end of our discussion we came to a matter which is not
strictly part of our mandate and yet to us seemed important. If Synod
adopts these resolutions what will happen to them? They will go into the
Acts. Will our people in general, for whom these resolutions are of great
importance, read them? study them? discuss them? Not likely if no more
is done than to include them in the Acts. Most of them will know nothing
about these unless more is done. We have a recommendation on that too.

V. RECOMMENDATIONS
A, That the Synod of 1965 adopt these resolutions as its own.

Grounds:

1. They reflect in their main thrust the teaching of the Word of God
as it bears on Christian organizations.

2. They are in harmony with the historic stand of the Christian Re-
formed Church in these matters.

3. They furnish important guide lines for Christian thought and action
in our day.

4. Constituent churches of the RES should adopt its resolutions unless
they can be shown to be contrary to the Word of God and our Reformed

confessions. These resolutions were virtually unanimously adopted by
the RES of 1963.

B. Though this may be going beyond our mandate, yet because we
feel that this is very important, we recommend that Synod appoint a
committee to prepare a popular edition of much excellent material in this
report, as well as the resolutions which came out of it, and that this be
sent to all consistory members of the Church, and that Synod urge all the
ministers to call attention to this publication in sermons and by other
means, that the churches use them in catechism classes and societies, and
that they be included in the instruction given in our Christian school
system.

Grounds:

1. The matter of membership in labor organization is a vitally im-
portant issue with which our people are wrestling, and only some such
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popularization of this material as we recommend would really help our
members to solve these problems in the light of Christian principles.’

2. Few have access to the Acts containing the Resolutions.

3. Those who do read them should have also the report on which they
are based.

‘4. Publication of these resolutions in the church papers would not
have much value without the report from which they developed. -

Respectfully submitted,

E. H. Oostendorp, Chairman
J. Gritter, Sec’y

A.De ]ager

R. Kooistra

P. Lamberts

W.Post

C. Van Valkenburg
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REPORT NO. 8
THE CHURCH AND THE FILM ARTS

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

Your committee was appointed “to evaluate the overture from Classis
Eastern Ontario on church and film and Classis Alberta South’s oppo-
sition to this overture, and advise Synod on the question of the church
and films, and report to the Synod of 1965.” (Acts of Synod, 1964, Ar-
ticle 116.)

Our evaluation of this overture led us to conclude that we face a highly
complex problem, involving the correctness and the value of the decisions
of the Synods of 1928 and 1951 with respect to worldliness, the application
of these principles to the field of television, and the present practice.of
the membership of the church.

In view of the survey conducted by Classis Eastern Ontario, your com-
mittee felt it necessary to pursue the matter of practice in the areas of
movie attendance and viewing of television by further survey with a view
to evaluating the validity of the findings of the classis and to determine
practices throughout the denomination. The purpose of this survey is to
determine the dimension of the problem and to provide evidence for a
judgment of whether or not the present stand of the church is an adequate
basis for meeting the inroads of modern secularism into the life of the
church and for carrying out our cultural mandate as a Christian com-
munity.

The committee is not yet in a position to fulfill its mandate and requests
an extension of its mandate to the meeting of the Synod of 1966.

The committee also requests the addition of Rev. B. Nederlof to the
membership of the committee. Rev. Nederlof has recently been installed
as the pastor of a Southern California church. We feel this will strengthen
the committee, since he is well qualified and was an officer of the Synod
that appointed this committee, and it will broaden the committee since
he has served in Canada for the past 11 years. This would also strengthen
the committee against possible loss in personnel through relocation.

Rev. William Van Peursem, chosen as a delegate to the Synod of 1965
from Classis California South, will be able to represent the committee
at Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

Henry Van Deelen, Chatrman
Tymen E, Hofman, Reporter
William Van Peursem

Stuart Ellens

Donald Pauw
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REPORT NO. 9
CHURCH HELP FUND, INC.

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Church Help Comrmittee herewith presents its report for the year
1964. Regular meetings were held to perform the task of helping weak
and needy churches in their building programs,

Rev. C. R. Veenstra, having served the committee for six years (most
of the time as chairman) bade us farewell. His place was taken by Rev.
Peter Vander Weide, who now serves as chairman. A vote of thanks is
due Rev. C. R. Veenstra for his faithful and willing service.

During the year 1964 many inquiries were again received regarding a
possible loan from churches ranging in size from 15 families to well over
a hundred families. After giving careful consideration to each applica-
tion and other pertinent information received, loans were promised to 25
congregations, totaling $261,000. Although we were forced to operate
with some deficit toward the end of the year, our difficulties were not too
serious. We were able to pay monies promptly to all churches requesting .
the same, but only because some churches did not build immediately
and hence did not as yet request their loans. We are grateful that some
churches paid off their loans before the due date, and others made pay-
ments greater than required. We regret that some churches failed to
meet their obligations. This makes it difficult to keep the revolving na-
ture of this fund.

The following figures present a brief account of the financial condition
of the Church Help Fund, as of December 31, 1964:

Total receipts from repaid loans _......cccccccoceeeeneees $ 189,236.77
New loans paid during 1964 o iiieein 180,500.00
Total loans outstanding . ... 2,083,240.77
Cash on hand . 126,182.06
Loans promised, but not called for ....ccooccooeeic 130,500.00
DRt oo 4317.94

Your committee requests that Mr. Marion Wiersma, treasurer of the
committee, be consulted on matters pertaining to the Church Help Fund,
and be given the privilege of the floor.

We further recommend that Rev. C. R. Veenstra (now emeritated) be
appointed as a regular member of the Church Help Committee, to re-
place Rev. J. G. Vande Lune whose six-year term expires in June 1965.

The Church Help Committee has given further study to Overture 19
(Acts 1964, pp. 470-6) and the committee’s reply to said Overture (Acts
1964, pp. 162-4) as mandated by the 1964 Synod. After careful con-
sideration of the items suggested or recommended, the Church Help
Committee hereby declares as its opinion: (1) That the present rules and
by-laws for the Church Help Committee, approved by Synod as recently
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as 1962, are of sufficient scope and clarity for the efficient operation of
the committee, and will safeguard the revolving nature of the fund. (2)
That proper application of the present rules, particularly the provision
for “short-term™ loans, should in due time vxrtually eliminate the problem
of the large church continuing to hold a sizeable loan from the Church
Help Fund.

Of the loans made this year, two are for five years, and eight more for
a ten-year period. In one instance, a loan was made for a 15-year period,
in which 5% of the loan will be repaid annually for the first five years
(when the church is small), The last 10 years payment will be at a 7//5%
rate, when the church will hopefully be stronger and more able to repay.
This kind of flexibility, made possible by the “short-term” loan provision,
will eliminate many of the problems that were present under the old
rules, where all loans were for 20 years.

We request that Synod concur with us in this judgment, that at the
present time, the rules and by-laws of the Church Help Fund remain
unchanged.

Humbly submitted,

P. Vander Weide, Chairman
G. J. Rozenboom, Sec’y

M. Wiersma, T'reas.

E. Duistermars

J- Vande Lune

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Special Advisory Budget Committee
Church Help Committee, Inc.
The Christian Reformed Church

I have examined the records of the Church Help Fund of the Christian Re-
formed Church, Orange GCity, Iowa, as of December 31, 1964, and the related
statements of income and expenses for the year then ended.’

Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards and, accordingly, included such tests of the accounting records and
such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.

Our report on the examination is herewith presented together with the state-
ments as follows:

Exhibit “A” Statement of Assets—Analysis Cash in Bank
“B” Loans Outstanding
“G” Detail list of expenses and summary of expenses

The balance in the Northwestern State Bank of Orange City, Iowa, was recon-
ciled with the records of the Church Help Fund of Orange City of the Christian
Reformed Church. The balance as of December 31, 1964, was certified to by
H. V. Rowenhorst, Executive President.

The savings account balance in the amount of $50,000, in the Northwestern
State Bank, Orange City, Iowa, was certified by H. V. Rowenhorst, Executive
President. Rate of interest 4%.

I have examined the Fidelity Bond carried with the American Surety Company
of New York, Bond No. 12-558-086, made payable to the Church Help Fund,
Inc., of the Christian Reformed Church, for $75,000, on Marion Wiersma, Treas-
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urer, eﬂ‘ectxve March 9, 1960, a continuous bond, $150,000 prcmlum paid on
January 17, 1964, for year ended January 19, 1965.

In our opinion, subject to the above comments, the accompanying balance
sheet and related statements of the income and expenses present fairly the finan-
cial position of the Church as of December 31, 1964, and the results of its opera-
tions for the year then ended. In conformity w1th generally accepted accountmg
prmcxples applied on a basis consistent thh that of the preceding year.

Respectfully submitted,

Cora M. Hilger
Jowa License.No. 58 ..

Church Help Fund

Statement of Assets — Analysis in Bank
Schedule A

Northwestern State Bank, Orange City, Iowa
— General Checking Account —
Balance on hand 12-31-83. s $ 66,426.97

Receipts:

Loan repayments
Savings a/c — Northwestern State Bank .

$189,236.77
. 102,000.00

Canadian exchange .- ceooveeeereceiceeaeees 891.22
Interest — Northwestern State Bank ....._..... e 3,120.00
Gifts  ........ . - 105.00
295,352.99
Total - $361,779.96
Disbursements:
NEW JOANS ceeeeececeeirte e e cecemeiaa sttt st e e smeecnene e $180 500.00
Northwestern State Bank — Savmgs a/c .. .. 100,000.00
Northwestern State Bank — Time Certificate oeeeoeme- 50,000.00
U.S.-Canadian eXchange ....ccocecocoieeeoeeciiaeecrac e 1,160.09
Administration expense .. 1,937.81
E— 333 597 90
Cash on hand ... SR ...$ 28,182.06
Bank balance 12-3164 —oooooooooooooooeeoereo. $39,529.04
Add Deposite late ..oocoeerormmiereeeecene 8,740.52
e 48269.56
Less outstanding checks No. 939 ... 87.50
No. 941 .. 20,000.00 :
20,087.50
$ 28,182.06

Statement of Assets — December 31, 1964

Northwestern State Bank

Checking account $28,182.06

Savings account ..... : 48,000.00
Time Deposit -eeecoeoeeeecaem e 50,000.00 :
——— 126,182.06
Loans as per schedule oo $2,083.240.77

O T - .$2,200.422.83
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CEND G N

Schedule B
Analysis — Loans Outstanding
Balance Balance
Church 12-31-63 New Loans Repay 12-31-64

. Abbotsford, B.C, .......... $ 7,368.75 8§ $ 606.25 %  6,762.50

Ackley, Ia. .......... 800.00 200.00 600.00

Acton, Ont. .... 11,281.25 11,281.25

Ada, Mich. .... 6,750.00 1,500.00 5,250.00

Agassiz, B.C, ...... 9,500.00 500.00 9,000.00

Alameda, Cal. ... 2,800.00 650.00 2,150.00

Alamosa, Colo. ............. 1,750.00 700.00 1,050.00
. Allison, Ia.- Bethel ... 2,001.00 170.00 1,831.00
. Alhston Oont. oo 9,500.00 500.00 9,000.00
. Ann Arbor, Mich, ........ 11,800.00 700.00 11,100.00
. Arcadia, Cal. ... 4,000.00 620.00 . 3,380.00
. Athens, Ont. ... 9,687.50 687.50 9,000.00
. Aylmer, Ont. ... 2,875.00 375.00 2,500.00

Barrhead-Westlock, Alta. 10,000.00 550.00 9,450.00
. Barrie, Ont. .eeceeoeeeees 9,125.00 687.50 8,437.50
. Battle’ Creek, Mich. ...... 2,750.00 2,250.00 500.00
. Bauer, Mich, 5,000.00 500.00 4,500.00
. Bc;ou Minn. oo 2,245.00 440.00 1,805.00
. Belleville, Ont. ..... 12,000.00 750.00 11,250.00
. Bc]levue, Alta, e 1,800.00 600.00 1,200,00
. Bemis, So. Dak, ........ 1,100.00 400.00 700.00
. Bigelow, Minn. ............ 4,225.00 325.00 3,900.00
. Blenheim, Ont. ..cccce.... 15,500.00 1,500.00 14,000.00
. Bloomfield, Ont. ............ 9,000.00 9,000.00
. Blyth, Ont. .cuveecccvemnnn 5,000.00 -5,000.00

Bowmanville, Ont. ........ 7,950.00 600.00 7,350.00
. Bowness-Montgomery, Alta. 15,750.00 1,750.00 14,000.00
. Bozeman, Mont. .......... 4,100.00 650.00 3,450.00
. Brampton, Ont. 7,500.00 700.00 6,800.00
. Brandon, Man. 10,288.75 706.25 9,582.50
. Bradenton, Fla, 10,000.00 10,000.00
. Brantford, Ont. .............. 7,062.40 937.50 6,124.90
, Britt, Ta, oot 6,300.00 500.00 5,800.00

Brockville, Ont. - Bethel 4,500.00 375.00 4,125.00
. Brooks, Alta. ............... 8,000.00 800.00 7,200.00
. Brooten, Minn. .. 2,800.00 1,400.00 1,400.00
. Burdett, Alta, 9,000.00 250.00 . 8,750.00
. Burlington, Ont, ............ 11,375.00 625.00 10,750.00
. Burnaby, B.C. el 14,250.00 750.00 13,500.00
. Byron Center Mich.-2nd  7,500.00 500.00 '7,000.00
. Cadillac, Mich, ........ 2,000.00 2,000.00
. Caledonia, Mich. .......... 5,000.00 ) 500.00 4,500.00
. Calgary, Alta.- 1st ... 7,800.00 600.00 7,200.00
. Calgary, Alta. - Emmanuel 29,400.00 29,400.00
. Cascade, Mich. ............ 8,750.00 1,000.00 7,750.00
. Cedar, Ia. oioeieeeeeee 1,875.00 250.00 1,625.00
. Cedar Springs, Mich. ... 4,750.00 250.00 4,500.00
. Chatham, Ont. ..cccccocee. 6,662.70 1,350.00 5,312.70
. Chilliwack, B.C, .........  10,693.71 5,000.00 712.50 14,981.21
. Chino, Cal. oo 1,500.00  5,000.00 712.50 14,981.21
. Cincinnati, Ohio .......... 1,200.00 1,200.00
. Clara City, Minn, ....... 4,975.00 725.00 4,250.00
. Clarkson, Ont. 8,737.50 - 1,312.50 7,425.00
. Clinton, Ont. 7,793.75 : 543.75 7,250.00
. Cobourg, Ont. .cccoceeeee. 13,000.00 750.00 - 12,250.00

. Cochrane, Ont. ......... 8,119.30 . 781.25 7,338.05
. Collingwood, Ont. ........ 11,000.00 400.00 '10,600.00
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Balance Balance
Church 12-31-63 New Loans Repay 12-31-64

58. Columbus, O.- Olentangy 3,750.00 250.00 3,500.00
59, Conrad, Mont. .......... 2,209.15 83385 = 1,375.30
60. Gomwall Ont. ..... 7,937.50 625.00 7,312,50
61. Crookston, Minn, ........ 425.00 425.00
62. Crown Point, Ind. ........ 9,000.00 10,000.00 500.00 18,500.00
63. Cutlerville, Mich. - Bast 6,000.00 500.00 5,500.00
64. Dearborn, Mich. ............ 5,865.00 2,230.00 3,635.00
65. Decatur, Mich. ... 6,374.38 439.86 5,934.52
66. Delavan, Wis. ... 1,075.00 1,075.00
67. Denver, Colo. - Fairview 3,150.00 10,000.00 175.00 12,975.00
68. Denver, Colo. - Hillcrest 13,500.00 1,500.00 12,000.00
69. Denver, Colo. - Third .. 5,000.00 500.00 4,500.00
70. Denver, Colo. - Trinity.. 8,850.00 800.00 8,050.00
71. Drayton, Ont. ................ 7,800.00 7,800.00
72. Dresden, Ont. ... 7,750.00 625.00 7,125.00
'73. Duncan, B.C, 11,456.25 743.75 10,712.50
74. Dundas, Ont. - Calvin .. 15,000.00 2,000.00 13,000.00
75. Dunnville, Ont. -.......... 15,000.00 250.00 14,750.00
76. Edmonton, Alta. -2nd ..  6,600.00 600.00 6,000.00
77. Edmonton, Alta. - 3rd.... 5,300.00 2,400.00 2,900.00
78. Edmonton, Alta. -

Maranatha ooeeeeeee.. 7,937.50 625.00 7,312.50
79. Edmonton, Alta. - '

Ottewell oo 4,750.00 10,000.00 250.00 14,500.00
80. Edmonton, Alta. - :

West End ... 12,739.07 12,739.07
81. Edson, Alta. .. 13,597.40 1,330.00 12,267.40
82. Emo, Ont. _.._.. 8,000.00 550.00 © 7,450.00
83. Escalon, Cal. .... 13,125.00 500.00 12,625.00
84. Escondido, Cal. 5,250.00 5,250.00
85, Essex, Ont, ... 11,145.00 1,345.00 9,800.00
86. Estelline, So. Dak. ...._... 4,200.00 250.00 3,950.00
87. Everson, Wash. ............ 1,200.00 1,200.00
88. Exeter, Ont. ... 13,000.00 750.00 12,250.00
89. Forest, Ont. ... 12,375.00 12,375.00
90, Fort Lauderdale, Fla..... 7,500.00 500.00 7,000.00
91. Fort William, Ont....... 7,337.50 750.00 6,587.50
92, Framingham, Mass. ...... 9,500.00 1,000.00 8,500.00
93. Fremont, Mich. - Trm]ty 6,000.00 500.00 5,500.00
94. Fnutland Ont. - 6,356.25 506.25 5,850.00
95. Fruitport, Mich. 11,000.00 750.00 10,250.00
96. Fulton, 11 - Bethel -..... 1,500.00 1,500.00
97, Galt, Ont. oo 15,000.00 500.00 14,500.00
98. Gary, Ind. ... 12,350.00 750.00  11,600.00
99. Georgetown, Ont. .......... 13,500.00 ~750.00 12,750.00
100. Goshen, Ind. ... 13,500.00 1,166.66 12,333.34
101. Goshen, N.Y. ............ 2,500.00 2,500.00
102. Grand Rapids, Mich. - .

Arcadia oo 13,333.34 -916.66 12,416.68
103. Grand Rapids, Mich, -

Calvary - veorceneen -, 11,500.00 1,500.00 = 10,000.00
104. Grand Rapids, Mich. - ’

Grace eeeeeoeceeeeeeces 5,000.00 - 250.00 4,750.00
105. Grand Rapids, Mich. - ]

Ideal Park ... 10,000.00 10,000.00
106. Grand Rapids, Mich. -

. Immanuel . ... 750.00 250.00 500.00

107, Grand Rapids, Mich. - :
. Millbrook - .oceeecmnencee 5,500.00 - .-500.00 5,000.00
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Balance Balance
Church 12-31-63 New Loans Repay 12-31-64

108. Grand Rapids, Mich. -

Plymouth Heights ...... 1,125.00 375.00 750.00
109. Grand Rapids, Mich. -

Riverside .eceoeeeececeneens 9,400.00 700.00 8,700.00
110. Grand Rapids, Mich. -

Roger Heights ............ 8,000.00 500.00 7,500.00
111. Grand Rapids, Mich. -

36th St. .ereceverveneees 5,500.00 500.00 5,000.00
112, Grandville, Mich. - .

Hanley oooeceeeene 5,000.00 500.00 4,500.00
113. Grandville, Mich. - ‘ ’

Tvanrest ..oceccevnccrnnenne 5,000.00 5,000.00
114, Grandville, Mich. - South 6,000.00 - 500.00 5,500.00
115. Granum, Alta, ... 4,275.00 500.00 3,775.00
116. Grlmsby, Ont. .cccerseeurrenne 15,000.00 750.00 14,250.00
117. Guelph, Ont. .... 13,005.00 1,000.00 12,005.00
118. Halifax, Nova Scotia ... 4,750.00 250.00 4,500.00
119. Hamilton, Ont. -

S 15,250.00 250.00 15,000.00
120. Hamilton, Ont. - .

Mt. Hamilton ............ 8,450.00 ~ . 600.00 7,850.00
121. Hammond, Ind. 13,050.00 725.00 12,325.00
122. Hancock, Minn, 9,125.00 500.00 8,625.00
123. Haney, B.C, .cocceeeeeeeeee 6,862.50 637.50 6,225.00
124. Hartley, Ia. ........ 13,525.00 1,075.00 12,450.00
125. Hawarden, Ia. .. 251.65 251.65
126. High River, Alta, . 12,000.00 1,700.00 10,300.00
127. Hills, Minn, . 4,000.00 1,000.00 3,000.00
128. Hoboken N.J. 2,900.00 500.00 2,400.00
129. Holland, Mich. - Calvary 10,000.00 - 500.00 9,500.00
130. Holland Mich, - Calvin 7,000.00 500.00 6,500.00
131, Holland, Mich. -~

Maranatha ....ccceeoeneee 8,000.00 - 1,000.00 7,000.00
132. Holland, Mich. -

Park Church ...cce.... 5,500.00 500.00 5,000.00
133. Holland, Minn. ........... 890.00 150.00 740.00
134. Hollandale, Minn. ........ 9,000.00 500.00 8,500.00
135. Holland Center, S.D..... 4,931.02 481.02 4,450.00
136. Holland Maxsh, Ont..... 7,188.44 500.00 6,688.44
137. Houston, B.C. ......cc..... 3,500.00 1,000.00 2,500.00
138. Hull, Ya. - Hope - - 5,000.00 5,000.00
139. Ingersoll, Ont. ..... 14,240.00 1,250.00 12,990.00
140. Iron Springs, Alta, - 7,667.50 1,000.00 6,667.50
141. Jackson, Mich. ...cccoeeeeec 4,500.00 250.00 4,250.00
142, Jarvis, Ont. cecceeccoeeeneccne 5,150.00 600.00 4,550.00
143. Jenison, Mich. - i

Baldwin St. ..ccccccvervnne 10,000.00 9,000.00 1,000.00
144. Jenison, Mich. -

Trinity .ooeceeoeeceeeeeee 3.500.00 250.00 3,250.00
145. Kalamazoo, Mich. -

Knollwood ..o 2,400.00 20,000.00 200.00 22,200.00
146. Kalamazoo, Mich. -

Prairie Edge -.coccemn.... 11,500.00 750.00 10,750.00
147. Kalamazoo, Mich. -

Westwood —ceoeeceeeanens 5,000.00 500.00 4,500.00
148. Kemptville, Ont. . 2,800.00 500.00 2,300.00
149. Kenora, Ont. .....cccee.e. 4,250.00 4,250.00
150. Kentville, Nova Scotia.... 15,000.00 15,000.00

151. Kingston, Ont. -.occceceeees 7,250.00 750.00 6,500.00
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152. Kitchener, Ont. ... 7,906.25 656.25 - 7,250.00
153. LaCombe, Alta. - Ist...... 2.575.00 700.00 1.875.00
154. Lacombe, Alta. - Bethel.. 12,250.00 750.00 11,500.00
155. Ladner, B.C, ..ccoocoo.o..... 10,375.00 10,375.00
156. Langley, B.C. ..... . 8,635.00 687.50 7,947.50
157. Leamington, Ont. . 150.00 150.00
158. Le Mars, Ia, oo, 5,500.00 500.00 5,000.00
159. Lethbridge, Alta............. 7,800.00 700.00 7,100.00
160. Lindsay, Ont, ............... 13,900.50 512.50 13,388.00
161. Listowel, Ont. ................ 14,500.00 500.00 14,000.00
162. London, Ont. ..... 4,925.00 387.50 4,537.50
163. Lucknow, Ont. ... 8,550.00  5,000.00 450.00 13,100.00
164. Luverne, Minn. .......... 6,625.00 1,250.00 5,375.00
165. McBain, Mich. - Calvin.. 10,000.00 1,000.00 9,000.00
166. Maple Heights, Ohio.... 8,000.00 1,000.00 7,000.00
167. Medicine Hat, Alta, ...... 12,750.00 750.00 12,000.00
168. Miami, Fla. ... 7,000.00 7,000.00
169. Midland Park, N.J. -

Irving Park ... 6,500.00 500.00 6,000.00
170. Milwaukee, Wis, ............ 4,000.00 © 250.00 3,750.00
171. Minneapolis, Minn. 3,233.83 1,350.00 1,883.83
172. Minneapolis, Minn. -

CalVary .. 4,750.00 4,750.00
173. Momence, Ill, ............ 15,000.00 15,000.00
174. Monroe, Wash. ... 3,600.00 450.00 3,150.00
175, Montreal, Quebec* 30,000.00 30,000.00
176, Morrison, Il ... 1,750.00 250.00 1,500.00
177. Mountain Lake, Minn... 1,975.00 168.25 1,807.25
178. Mount Vernon, Wash..... 7,500.00 500.00 7,000.00
179. Muskegon, Mich. -

Bluffton  ...ceoeceeeemen.... 4,800.00 350.00 4,450.00
180. Muskegon, Mich. -

Gract eeeeeeonioeeeeeenes 12,500.00 402.92 12,097.08
181. Navan, Ont. ccccoeeeenenen.n. 8,800.00 573.33 8,226.67
182. Neerlandia, Alta. _....... 3,250.00 500.00 2,750.00
183. New Liskeard, Ont. . 12,200.00 1,125.00 11,075.00
184. Newmarket, Ont. .......... 15,000.00 250.00 14,750.00
185. New Richmond, Mich... 4,000.00 4,000.00
186. Newton, N.J. .ol 3,625.00 625.00 3,000.00
187. New Westminster, B.C. 8,137.50 600.00 7,537.50
188. Niagara Falls-

Rehoboth, Ont. ......... 13,250.00 750.00 12.500.00
189. North Haledon, N.J. ... 14,100.00 1,200.00 12,900.00
190. Oak Forest, Ill. - Hope.. 15,000.00 1,500.00 13,500.00
191. Ogilvie, Minn. ............. 10,400.00 1,000.00 9.400.00
192, Ontario, Cal. .cooeeeeee, 5,500.00 500.00 5,000.00
193. Orangeville, Ont. 11,485.00 500.00 10,985.00
194. Orillia, Ont. ceceveeceeeneee. 14,750.00 750.00 14,000.00
195. Oshawa, Ont. - Hebron.. 12,562.50  5,000.00 750.00 16,812.50
196. Oskaloosa, Ia. - Bethel.... 5,850.00 550.00 5,300.00
197. Ottawa, Ont. -cueeeeeee. 10,125.00 10,125.00
198. Owen Sound, Ont. ........ 3,737.50 637.50 3,100.00
199. Palos Heights, Ill. ... 8,600.00 700.00 7,900.00
200. Paramus, N.J. oo 4,500.00 250.00 4,250.00
201. Parchment, Mich. 8,000.00 500.00 7,500.00
202. Peers, Alta, oo, 12,312.50 500.00 11,812.50
203. Pella, Ia. - Calvary ........ 3,500.00 250.00 3,250.00
204. Pembroke, Ont. - Zion .. 9,187.50 9,187.50
205. Peterborough, Ont. ...... 14,050.00 800.00 13,250.00
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206. Phoenix, Ariz. cooooooo... 2,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
207. Pine Creek, Mich. ........ 1,700.00 800.00 900.00
208. Pipestone, Minn, ... 5,500.00 500.00 5,000.00
209. Plainfield, Mich, ..... 5,525.00  5,000.00 425.00 10,100.00
210. Port Alberni, B.C. 4,200.00 300.00 3,900.00
211. Port Arthur, Ont. ....... 15,000.00 15,000.00
212. Portland, Mich, ........... 3,000.00 500.00 2,500.00
213. Randolph, Wis. - 2nd ... 3,000.00 750.00 2,250.00
214, Raymond, Minn. ......... 1,320.00 375.00 945.00
215. Red Deer, Alta. .......... 7,500.00 375.00 7,125.00
216. Redands, Cal. -

Highland Ave, 10,575.00 1,675.00 8,900.00
217. Regina, Sask. 15,000.00 455.00 14,545.00
218. Renfrew, Ont. ... 12,750.00 750.00 12,000.00-
219. Renville, Minn. - Emden 9,000.00 1,000.00 8,000.00
220. Rlchmond B.C. ... 9,500.00 500.00 9,000.00
221. Rock Raplds, Ia, oo 5,295.00 750.00 4,545.00
222. Rock Valley, Ia. - Calvin 500.00 500.00
223. Rocky Mountain House, )

Alta, e 7,125.00 637.50 6,487.50
224. Roseville, Mich. -

Immanuel .....ccooeuee.. 6,750.00 750.00 6,000.00
225. Saginaw, Mich. ..... 5,869.80 2,090.06 3,779.74
226. San Diego, Cal. ... 11,700.00 11,700.00
227. San Jose, Cal. ........... 1,530.00 1,530.00
228. Sarnia, Ont. - Ist .......... 7,250.00 1,250.00 6,000.00
229. Sarnia, Ont.-2nd ... 8,000.00 650.00 7,350.00
230. Saskatoon, Sask. - Bethel 12,250.00 750.00 11,500.00
231. Seattle, Wash. - Ist ...... 8,025.00 775.00 7,250.00
232. Seattle, Wash. - Calvary 11,000.00 750.00 10,250.00
233. Sheboygan, Wis. - Calvin  11,250.00 750.00 10,500.00
234. Sibley, Ia. .coceoveeeereeeee 2,290.00 400.00 1,890.00
235. Simcoe, Ont. ... 12,000.00 1,200.00 10,800.00
236. Sioux City, Ia. ... 12,300.00 900.00 11,400.00
237. Smithers, B.C. ... 11,995.00 1,105.00 10,890.00
238. South Bend, Ind. .. 1,701.75 175.00 1,526.75
239. Springdale, Ont. 11,000.00 1,000.00 10,000.00
240. St. Catharines, Ont 6,825.00 637.50 6,187.50
241, Stratford, Ont. ...ccce.... 10,000.00 10,000.00
242, Strathroy Ont. ... 6,200.00 6,200.00
243. St. Thomas, Ont. .. 11,075.00 762.50 10,312.50
244, Sun, Valley, Cal. - Bethel 8,750.00 750.00 8,000.00
245. Surrey, B.C. .......... 4,750.00 10,000.00 250.00 14,500.00
246. Sussex, N.J. . 4,600.00 875.00 3,725.00
247. Taber, Alta, .. 7,659.35 7,500.00 718.76 14,440.39
248. Telkwa, B.C. 5,625.00  5,000.00 375.00 10,250.00
2409, Terracc B.C. .. 9,875.00 625.00 9,250.00
250, Terra Cela, NC 4,295.00 595.00 3,700.00
251. Toronto, Ont. - Ist ........ 4,700.00 450.00 4,250.00
252. Toronto, Ont. -

2nd (Weston) ............ 13,500.00 1,500.00 12,000.00
253. Toronto, Ont. -

Rechoboth  ...oocoeeeiee. 3,337.50 162.50 3,175.00
254. Toronto, Ont. -

Willowdale occceeeemeeee. 8,000.00 8,000.00
255. Tracy, Ia. ..oe....... 3,500.00 250.00 3,250.00
256. Transcona, Man. .. 4,000.00 250.00 3,750.00
257. Trenton, Ont. - Ebenezer 6,975.00 600.00 6,375.00
258. Truro, Nova Scotia -..... 9,000.00 500.00 8,500.00
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259, Tucson, Ariz. - Bethel... 21,250.00 1,250.00 20,000.00
260. Tyler, Minn. .ccoeeceiceeene. 360.00 45.00 315.00
261, Vancouver, B.C, - 1st.... 3,500.00 1,000.00 2,500.00
262. Vancouver, B.C. - Bethel 8,437.50 562.50 7,875.00
263. Vauxhall, Alta. ........ 4,250.00 400.00 3,850.00
264. Victoria, B.C. 10,500.00 600.00 9,900.00
265. Vogel Center, Mich. 5,000.00 500.00 4.,500.00
266. Wallaceburg, Ont. ........ 11,125.00 762.50 10,362.50
267. Washington, D.C, ...... 272.50 272.50
268. Wayland, Mich. ............ 7,500.00 500.00 7,000.00
269. Welland Junction, Ont. 14,500.00 750.00 13,750.00
270. Wellandport, Ont, ...... 7,500.00 625.00 6,875.00
271, Western Springs, I, ... 4,125.00 750.00 3,375.00
272. Wheaton, Il .......... 4,000.00 500.00 3,500.00
273. Williamsburg, Ont. ........ 9,375.00 625.00 8,750.00
274, Willmar, Minn. .......... 9,000.00 500.00 8,500.00
275. Winfield, TN, .......... 20,000.00 20,000.00
276. Winnipeg, Man. ........... 5,200.00 650.00 4,550.00
277. Winnipeg, Man. - -

Kildonan .....cceceeeeeee 15,000.00 15,000.00
278. Woodstock, Ont. . 5,599.50 800.00 4,799.50
279. Wyoming, Ont. .......... 8,050.00 662.50 7,387.50
280. York, Ont. _coiereene, 9,500.00 500.00 9,000.00
281. chland Mich. - Bethel.. 3,000.00 500.00 2,500.00
282. Zillah, Wash. oo 2,175.00 600.00 1,575.00

TOTALS ........... $2,091,977.54 $180,500.00 $189,236.77 $2,083,240.77
* Montreal-Quebec — Denominational solicitation need not be repaid to the
Church Help Fund as per decision of Synod, 1964.

Balance on hand, December 31, 1963. ... o

RECEIPTS:

Loan Repayment - Schedule B
U.S. - Canadian Exchange - Schedule A..
Savings a/c - Northwestern State Bank._..
Interest - Northwestern State Bank ......
Gifts ... .

TOTAL ...

SUMMARY

..... 102,000.00

DISBURSEMENTS:

New Loans ~ Schedule B
Northwestern State Bank - Savings - Schedule A

Northwestern State Bank -

Cash on hand, December 31, 1964

Time Certificate - Schedule A.........ooooooiieeiin.
U.S. - Canadian Exchange - Schedule A..
Administration Expense - Schedule C

TOTAL .

........................................ $189,236.77

891.22

3.120.00
105.00

180.500.00
100,000.00

50,000.00
1,160.09

T 10987.81

ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE - SCHEDULE C
Total Administrative Expense

(Ttemized Accounts Avallable)

$ 1,937.81.

$ 66,426.97

295,352.99

$361.779.96

333,597.90
28,182.06

$361,779.96
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REPORT NO. 10
THE BACK TO GOD HOUR

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

I. INTRODUCTION

During 1964, the Radio Committee again went out into the market
places of the world to bargain for an increasingly valuable commodity,
broadcast time. Once again, important segments of the broadcasting
industry were willing to cooperate with our denomination so that we
might use radio to bring our witness to a waiting world. The significance
of this activity can hardly be overestimated. In terms of our broadcast
ministry, our relatively small denomination is deeply involved in one of
the distinctive characteristics of our age: mass communications. The
communications industry today is in a state of flux, but the potential
for the future seems unlimited. We trust that this report of the Radio
Committee’s activities for 1964 will give all of us many reasons for
thanksgiving. Further, we hope that this report will be sufficiently com-
plete to enable Synod to evaluate your committee’s work in 1964 with a
view to assessing our ongoing broadcasting responsibilities.

II. Rapio BROADCASTING

The broadcast ministry of the Christian Reformed Church during 1964
consisted primarily of two major programs: The Back to God Hour in
the English language, and Saatu-L-Islah in the Arabic language. Both
of these ministries included considerable support literature and continual
correspondence with listeners on our continent and overseas. In addition,
the Spanish ministry was strengthened as the 52 Spanish-language pro-
grams were put to wider and wider use.

A. English Language Broadcasting

1. The Domestic Network — During 1964, your committee conducted
an intensive study of the relative value of network contracts as compared
to a more selective placing of the broadcast on specific spot stations.
The comparison was made in terms of cost per response. Since most of
our listeners indicate the station over which they hear the broadcast, it
is possible to make these comparisons with a high degree of accuracy.
This study indicated that our network contracts still furnish us with an
audience at a very low cost. As a result of this study it was possible to
negotiate with the networks so that certain stations of questionable value
could be eliminiated. Their willingness to discuss this with us and take
necessary action marks a high point in our relationship with the major
networks in the United States.

At this time 277 stations carry the English broadcast in either the
30-minute or the 25-minute format. Of these, 60 are with the Mutual
Broadcasting System, 71 are with NBC, 7 are with the Yankee Network,
18 are with the Intermountain Network, and 121 are on direct contract
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basis. At the present time 16 stations are carrying The Back to God Hour
on a free time basis. Though it is difficult to assign an accurate dollar
value to this free time, it is worth approximately $20,000 a year.

During 1964, we were especially pleased to obtain exceptionally fine
coverage in the Los Angeles area after having trouble in that area for
many months. Right now, our KHJ coverage in Los Angeles constitutes
one of the strong points in our Back to God Hour network. This ac-
quisition, however, along with a major change for the better in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, has resulted in greater strains on our financial resources.
Nevertheless, your committee judges that our denomination must not
decline to use these significant broadecast opportunities when they are
made available to us.

Because of the acquisition of better, relatively higher cost stations
during the year 1964, the overall cost of English broadcasting increased
$34,185. 47. This increase in broadcast expenditure accounts for all but
$2,941.02 of the gross increase in disbursements for 1964. This means
that gifts designated for broadcasting are being used precisely for that
purpose.

The high quality of many of the stations on our Back to God Hour
network should be a cause for thanksgiving among us. Experience has
shown that broadcast dollars bring the biggest return when placed with
radio stations that are well-established, well-managed, and recognized as
leaders by the broadcasting industry. Many such stations have carried
The Back to God Hour for years and today there is evidence that other
top stations are interested in the broadcast. This interest is probably
caused by an increasing discrimination among broadcasters with respect
to available religious programs. This interest reflects favorably upon the
faithful support of our denomination, for this support has enabled The
Back to God Hour to grow in stature within the broadcasting industry
throughout the years. Today the faithfulness of our fathers is resulting
in a rich dividend of new opportunities which call us to new heights
of dedication.

It would be a mistake to assume that the opportunities which confront
us now will continue without change in the future. The entire broad-
casting industry is subjected to a wide variety of stresses. Frequently we
encounter serious difficulties when individual stations reassess their
broadcastng policy and shift our program from one time slot to another
or drop it without notification. In Canada, the attitudes of the broad-
casting industry are gradually hardening with respect to religious broad-
casts. In the United States, important policy questions are being raised
by Federal Communications Commissioner Lee Loevinger. He challenges
the FCC’s established policy of considering religious broadcasting in the
public interest. Because of such developments, the Radio Committee
executes our denomination’s broadcast mandate with a deep sense of
urgency.

2. Foreign English Broadcasting — Response from many countries in
the world indicates that The Back to God Hour broadcast which we hear
in our homes is received with great appreciation in places quite different
from our country. The world-wide outreach is maintained by several
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important short wave stations. Trans World Radio carries the broadcast
to England, continental Europe, and Scandinavia. From the Andes
Mountains, HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, carries The Back to God Hour
into New Zealand and Australia. DZAS, Manila, the Philippines, reaches
into Ceylon and South India. ELWA carries the broadcast into west
Africa and covers such important countries as Ghana, Liberia, and west
Nigeria. Besides the short wave network, regular wave broadcasts are
maintained in Panama, Formosa, Puerto Rico, Guam, Korea, Ecuador,
and Costa Rica. During 1964 a new radio station directed by Trans
World Radio and operating from Bonaire, an island off the northern
coast of Venezuela, carried The Back to God Hour over vast areas of
northern South America to Guba, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and other is-
lands in the West Indian group.

It is very impressive to learn from the responses to the English broad-
cast overseas that the English program is useful in the lives of so many
different kinds of people. Rev. Bassam Madany, the Arabic minister of
The Back to God Hour, clears the messages for overseas transmission.
Generally, the messages are similar to the broadcasts which we hear in
the United States, and the response from overseas indicates that the
problems which confront people in our country are practically universal
today. The dominance of the west during the colonial period has served
to put the stamp of western culture upon much of our world. In many
cases, the problems we find in our lives are simply heightened in areas
where the traditions of the past clash with the new ideas of our industrial
age.

Another important element in our foreign English broadcast is the
cooperation between The Back to God Hour and the Reformed churches
in Australia. The Australian churches are carrying on an extensive home
mission activity by means of The Back to God Hour broadcast. Your
office in Chicago subsidizes the Australian operation in the amount of
$4.500 a year. In this connection, we would strongly urge all those who
have a specific interest in Australia to contribute in order that the work
in Australia may continue without hindrance. The Australian Reformed
people are confronted with many new responsibilities as they seek to
represent the Reformed faith in their country. Reports received from
Australia indicate that the response to The Back to God Hour is heart-
ening and regular,

During 1964 we also cooperated with the Reformed churches in New
Zealand 1n order that a program designed especially for the New Zealand
churches might be beamed into their country, This program is offered in
cooperation with the Reformed churches of Australia and is beamed from
Manila using the facilities of the Far East Broadcasting Gompany. During
1965 we expect to assess carefully the results of this experiment.

B. Foreign Language Broadcasting

1. The Arabic Broadcast — During the year 1964, one of the most
significant trends noticed in the response to the Arabic ministry was
the increase in letters from Mohammedan countries. One hundred eighty
letters were received from North Africa, of which 170 were from
Morocco which is almost entirely dominated by this false religion. In this
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way we see how by means of radio our denomination is able to penetrate
areas which would otherwise be absolutely inaccessible to us.

The Arabic broadcasts consist of a 30-minute broadcast each Sunday
and a 15-minute broadcast Monday through Saturday. They are beamed
twice each day to the Arab lands of North Africa and the Middle East.
The 15-minute programs consist of Bible instruction, lessons from church
history, and catechism sermons. By means of the powerful short wave
transmitters of ELWA, this broadcast covers an area of 4500 miles long
and 1500 miles wide. During the year 1964, the muailing list for the
Arabic ministry has grown to 3100 people.

The Arabic radio ministry continues to function as a pattern for future
foreign language broadcasts of The Back to God Hour. We can only
begin to measure its effectiveness in terms of the response received in the
Chicago office. It is almost impossible to tell what is really occurring in
those areas where the broadcast is heard regularly.

We commend our Arabic ministry to the churches for their special
prayers and concern. A great part of the operation is dependent upon
our mailing office maintained by the Sudan Interior Mission in Khar-
toum, the Sudan. Since Khartoum lies on the main line over which arms
are being smuggled regularly into the Congo, this area is particularly
vulnerable to the unrest which presently characterizes the interior of the
continent. We are thankful that the disturbances in the Sudan in 1964
did not keep us from receiving Arabic mail on a regular basis. At the
same time, we must recognize that the mail response has dropped off in
some degree and this may be caused by the fact that some of the mail
is not presently getting to us. Our Arabic ministry is dependent in a
special way upon the political conditions which exist within Africa.

2. Spanish Broadcast — The Spanish broadcasts of The Back to God
Hour have been used on a more extensive basis during 1964, and we have
witnessed the beginnings of a regular Spanish language ministry. The
52 programs which are presently available are being played time and
time again over various stations in Ecuador and over the new station on
Bonaire. Though the ministry is being carried on without the benefit of
a full time Spanish language pastor, the letters received are being read
with great care and, whenever necessary, personal replies have been sent.
Gradually, a mailing list of Spanish speaking people is being built up and
literature is being sent to them.

The response to the Spanish language broadcast, La Hora De La
Reforma, indicates that the broadcasts are filling a vacuum in the Latin
American countries in which they are being heard. The response to the
broadcast quickened when, in August, we began to use the immense
power of the Bonaire station. Individuals from Colombia, Chile, and
other South American countries, have sent letters in surprising numbers
to The Back to God Hour mailing office maintained in Miami. In many
cases, these letters are coming from individuals who recognize that there
is something unique and distinctive about The Back to God Hour mes-
sages, something which they do not hear in connection with the regular
Protestant ministries maintained in their countries. For those who have
had an opportunity to work directly with the Spanish mail, the response
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to the Spanish broadcast thus far has been far above our expectations.
The response indicates that the time is certainly ripe to move forward
with this work.

The Radio Committee is very grateful to Rev. John Boonstra for the
services which he has willingly provided in order that the Spanish min-
istry might continue. His patient handling of the mail response has
enabled us to make a beginning in ministering to the spiritual needs of
those who have written. Above all, his careful translation work and
competent handling of the broadcasting media has contributed greatly
to the acceptability and usefulness of the broadcasts throughout South
America.

III. REsponNSE To THE Rabio MINISTRY

Response is very important in any broadcasting enterprise since it
enables the broadcaster to assess the relative effectiveness of his material
and the value of various stations which are being employed. During the
year 1964, 56,490 letters were received at our office, most of them direct
responses to radio messages.

Contacts throughout the denomination reveal that many assume that
the denominational broadcast is received primarily by people who are
similar to those who make up Christian Reformed churches. Work with
the mail response on a day-to-day basis reveals that a broad spectrum
of our American and Canadian life is represented among the listeners
of The Back to God Hour. Both rich and poor, educated and uneducated,
churched and unchurched listen to the broadcast. Regardless of social
position, educational background, or church affiliation, God uses the
radio messages to speak to these people, in many cases decisively. The
mail response gives us, as a denomination, every reason for humble grati-
tude to God as we recognize that the Word of God simply will not return
void if it is proclaimed with fidelity and boldness. The problem of mass
communications today, especially the problem of communicating the
Christian religion, is one which is very complex and difficult. Neverthe-
less, we may gratefully acknowledge that The Back to God Hour, in spite
of its imperfections, is being used by God to communicate His gracious
message.

IV. LITERATURE

One of the major elements in The Back to God Hour ministry con-
tinues to be the literature ministry. During 1964, 2,600,000 radio mes-
sages were mailed to our listeners. Of these, many were also sent over-
seas. The radio messages are often used as tracts and are occasionally
reprinted in one form or another in various magazines and sometimes in
newspapers.

The Family Altar was a very effective arm of the broadcast ministry
during the year 1964. In assessing the effectiveness of this devotional
guide, we must remember that only 5-7% of The Family Altars are used
in Christian Reformed homes. This means that most of the 1,900,000
.sent out during 1964 were sent to homes in which there is very little of
family devotional life. We know that The Family Altar is also an ef-
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fective ministry overseas. New converts on mission fields use it as well as
mature Christians as they seek to understand the meaning of the Scrip-
tures.

We want to express our appreciation to those who wrote Family Altars
during 1964. We are happy that so many of them have given with
great diligence of their time and energies to this work. Certainly a min-
1stry which enjoys such a widespread effectiveness is worthy of the best
efforts of our denomination. We also want to express our appreciation to
Mr. Peter Meeuwsen who, as business manager of our publishing house,
is deeply involved in the monthly publication of our English language
literature.

During 1964 we also saw the completion of a new booklet by Rev.
Madany called The Epistle to Hebrews, This literature venture which
involves the cooperation of Rev. Madany, his sister who Lives in Lebanon,
and a printer in South Holland, Illinois, is now being sent out to Arabic
speaking listeners. We may be thankful that over 8000 of these listeners
have this book on Hebrews in their hands. Besides this, Rev. Madany
also has other booklets which he sends out on a regular basis: Family
Worship, Obedience of Faith, Witness of Faith, and a book on the Epistle
to the Romans.

V. FINANCES

The treasurer’s report for 1964 and the proposed budget for 1966 are
included with this report.

VI. PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION
A. The Radio Ministers

The radio ministers of The Back to God Hour are: Dr, Peter H.
Eldersveld, Dr. Joel H. Nederhood, and Rev. Bassam Madany. During
1964 which was our anniversary year, our radio ministers spent a great
deal of time traveling throughout the country, bringing the cause of
The Back to God Hour to our churches.

Dr. Eldersveld continues as the radio speaker and producer of the
English broadcast. Because of Dr. Eldersveld’s many years on the air,
he is frequently invited to speak in other denominational gatherings of
one kind or another. In this way, the witness of our church 1s extended
by Dr. Eldersveld’s ministry at conferences and other types of religious
meetings.

The associate radio minister, Dr. Joel H. Nederhood, served as the
summer speaker during the year 1964. In addition to this, he is deeply
involved in the various administrative elements of The Back to God
Hour operation. Near the end of 1964 an arrangement was worked out
with the Home Mission Board whereby Dr. Nederhood was given per-
mission to live in Washington, Pennsylvania, for an extended period of
time. In this way, though he continues to discharge his responsibilities
with The Back to God Hour, he is also able to serve the needs of the
Washington, Pennsylvania, home mission field.
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Rev. Bassam Madany’s work has been discussed in various connections
throughout this report. It should be remembered that every element of
the Arabic ministry is dependent upon his initiative and activity. In
addition to his work with the Arabic broadcast, he also serves as general
adviser in connection with the development of other foreign language
broadcasts. His extensive experience in overseas situations and his remark-
able knowledge of contemporary missions makes his advice and direction
exceptionally valuable. During the summer of 1964, Rev. Madany also
participated as one of the faculty members at the Calvin College Institute
of Missions.

The committee wishes to express its appreciation to the radio ministers
for their devotion to the radio ministry of our denomination.

B. The Radio Chotr

Prof. James De Jonge was the director of the Radio Choir during the
year 1964 and, under his leadership, this choir gave great inspiration to
many of our listeners. We appreciate his work and also the work of the
young people who give with such devotion of their time.

C. The Office Staff

The day to day eflficiency of The Back to God Hour operation is
dependent entirely upon the efforts of our office personnel. The Radio
Committee wishes to express its appreciation to Mr. Donald Dykstra, who
as office manager is responsible for the operation that is carried on at
our Michigan Avenue address. Mrs. L. De Boer is also especially im-
portant as she handles much of the essential correspondence of The Back
to God Hour operation and supervises the publication work that is car-
ried on. We also want to express our appreciation to: Mrs. W. Decker,
Mrs. A. Kuiper, Mrs. V. Terpstra, Miss P. Van Beek and Messrs.
W. Prince, J. Kuiper, M. Wiegers, H. Tameling, and W. Bandstra.

D. The Back to God Hour Committee

The members of The Back to God Hour Committee are: Revs. E.
Bradford, A. C. De Jong, W. Huyser, L. Tamminga, W. Vander Hoven,
W. Van Peursem; and Messrs. L. Bere’, P. Heerema, J. Jonker, M.
Ozinga, Jr., D. Ribbens, and J. Veltkamp.

This year it was necessary for the committee to accept the resignation
of Mr. D. Van Leeuwen because of conflicting responsibilities.

E. The Building

During the year 1964, we completed the installation of a recording
studio at our South Michigan Avenue office. For a long time we have felt
the need of this kind of equipment and we are very thankful that it is
now possible to announce that the studio is completed. The broadcasting
equipment installed in our recording studio is of the highest quality
available.

VII. FoLLow-up MINISTRY

During the year 1964, as mentioned above, arrangements were com-
pleted with the Home Mission Board so that the associate radio minister
could work directly with the Home Mission Board in the home mission
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field at Washington, Pennsylvania. At the present time, this work is
being carried on on a cooperative basis. This has been done because it
was felt that the individuals in Washington, Pennsylvania, sustained a
peculiar relationship to The Back to God Hour. Our report to last year’s
Synod indicated that the Washington, Pennsylvania, field was formed by
Back to God Hour listeners and readers of The Family Altar. We have
no Christian Reformed nucleus in Washington, Pennsylvania, and work-
ing there gives The Back to God Hour an opportunity to gain even wider
understanding of the American world which we seek to reach by means
of the broadcast.

The follow-up ministry of The Back to God Hour continues to be
carried on by many field workers who receive the letters from our office.
Reports returned to our office tell of individuals who have been blessed
by visits of our ministers or by visits of lay members of our congregations.
In some instances those visited develop close ties with our local churches.
When the Christian Reformed mission work was begun in Binghamton,
New York, some time ago, Back to God Hour families were among the
first families to attend worship services there. In Utica, New York, the
Eastern Home Mission Board is now contemplating the formation of a
regular mission activity. This was prompted by a response sent by a
listener to The Back to God Hour and returned to the Eastern Home
Mission. Board for follow-up work, Other fields report that Back to God
Hour listeners attend worship services and sometimes become members.

VIII. TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

During the 25th anniversary year, The Back to God Hour staff and
the committee had many opportunities to reflect on the history of broad-
casting within our denomination. As we look back over 25 years of
progress, we have every reason to be thankful for the way God has led
our church., At the same time, we must recognize that the challenges
which confront us today are considerably greater than those which con-
fronted the individuals who possessed the initial vision which gave birth
to The Back to God Hour.

Now that the anniversary year itself is past, we are left with the in-
escapable conviction that we are entering a new era in which mass com-
munications media must be exploited as never before. In connection with
the 25-year long history of The Back to God Hour, we have learned a
great deal. At the same time, we recognize that there is a great deal more
to be learned and to be done. We as a church must give ourselves with
highest dedication to the great tasks which confront us, also in the use
of mass communications.

IX. MATTERS REQUIRING SYNODICAL ATTENTION

A. The committec requests that both Revs. P. Eldersveld and J. Neder-
hood be given the privilege of the floor when radio committee matters
are discussed.

B. Nominations
The committee brings the following nominations for committee mem-

bership:
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1. To replace Mr. Bere’: Revs. L. Bazuin and J. Bylsma.

2. Rev. L. Tamminga’s first term expires. Nominations: Revs. L. Tam-
minga (incumbent) and M. De Vries.
3. Dr A, C. De Jong’s first term expires. Nominations: Dr. A. C. De
Jong (incumbent) and Rev. K. Rietema.
4. For the eastern Canada area: Messrs. Stewart Tigchelaar and
J- Van Staalduinen.
5. We are preparing a nomination for the Wisconsin area which at

this point is not yet complete, but will be presented to Synod by way of
a supplementary report.

C. Foreign Broadcasting'

In our report we have noted the exceptionally high quality response
to the 52 Spanish tapes which we now have available. The Radio Com-
mittee has been involved in the development of a Spanish language
broadcast since 1961 when we were given this mandate by Synod (Acts
of Synod, Article 82, 5). After working on this matter since that time,
it is now felt that we must request Synod to give us permission to develop
a Spanish ministry similar to the Arabic ministry.

The committee therefore requests Synod for permission to institute a
broadcasting ministry in the Spanish language similar to the present
broadcasting ministry in the Arabic language. This involves the calling
of a minister, a literature program, follow-up correspondence, etc., all
of which is outlined in the pattern of our present Arabic ministry.

Grounds:

1. The Back to God Hour has explored the possibilities of developing
such a ministry by producing a pilot series, by a placement of the pilot
series, and by an evaluation of the initial responses to the broadcasts.

" This has been done in accordance with the Acts of Synod, 1964, Article
72, 4.

2. The enthusiastic response to the Spanish broadcast has indicated its
effectiveness and has demonstrated that The Back to God Hour is now
able to move directly into the development of a Spanish language
ministry.

3. The situation, both religious and political in South America high-
lights the great need for such a broadcast.

D. Budget

The committee requests that the proposed budget for 1966 and the
quota of $9.25 be adopted. This is an increase of $1.00 per family.

Grounds:

1. The foreign broadcast ministry of The Back to God Hour has
developed to the point where it should now receive the base support
from the quota. -

2. This report indicates the great urgency of going into a broad
Spanish ministry (Article IX-C). The quota increase is needed in order
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to initiate the Spanish program as well as to maintain our other foreign

broadcasts.
E. Above Quota Needs

The committee requests that Synod recommend The Back to God
Hour for one or more offerings for above quota needs.

Respectfully submitted,
The Back to God Hour Committee

-

Mr. L. Bere’, President Rev. W. Huyser

Rev. W. Van Peursem, Vice-president Mr. J. Jonker

Dr. A. C. De Jong, Secretary Dr. D. Ribbens

Mr. M. Ozinga, Jr., Treasurer Rev. L. Tamminga
Rev. E. Bradford Rev. W. Vander Hoven
Mr. P. Heerema Mr. J. Veltkamp

THE BACK TO GOD HOUR

Financial Report — January 1, 1964 to December 31, 1964

Receipis:
Synodical QUOTAS oo e $403,900.82
Churches 56,058.40
Organizations ........ 7,238.78
Individual gifts 168,350.24
Literature . 472.86
Foreign ....... e 22,925.02
Arabic 13,315.85
Station spomnsorship ........... st 10,535.81
Rallies . 10,426.46
Legacies  arecaeeeeesceecanie e 22,171.41
Income from funds held in trust ..ocooceomicieeiceecen. 267.10
Disbursements:
Broadcasting:
Mutuval, Yankee & IMN ..o $ 90,508.99
NBC e ... 106,267.84
Spot StAtONS oot 268,567.07
465,343,90
Less discounts ecarned .ooooooooeoceeeecceees 23,726.12  441,617.78
Recording  .oomemeeoerocere e _— 17,168.12
Foreign 26,698.50
Television . et enns 308.12
ATADIC e 12,686.42
Salaries . — . - 50,751.32
Committee Expense 2,355.03
Administration and promotion:
Maintenance 1,283.19
Building {und ... 4,750.00
Supplies .ovceerceee e - 5,187.02
EQUIPIENt oo ceierem e rmemenen e 10,381.08
Utilities - e 5,149.51
Travel cmvemeentmeeecseeeranaies 3,317.34

$715,662.75
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Family Altar:
Printing : 45,410.40
Postage 13,945.64
Writers 1,000.00
Sermons:
Printing 20,796.50
Postage - 10,903.40
Radio Bulletin:
Printing S 2,729.55
POStage e eeeemae e . 1,959.38
Other printing .c.ccccceeceeeeean. 8,115.29
Choir:
Salaries 3,547.50
Music and equUIPMENT w-coueereeerecrmrecmececemaeaeeararmsaanenes 439.18
Tours ......... 3,459.93
Parsonages:
Maintenance 3,009.89
Payments ...l 4,728.00
Publicity ...... . SR . 8,815.66
LULEPATUTE  coeciceemirecce e macmec e cceemescem b ne e smmremmmceceeacaeseman ameenne 338.26
Insurance 1,643.28
Social Security expense 1,256.36
AULO AlOWANCES  coeceivereriameseee e eeeecenevonveemmmmmeneeene 1,600.00
IDErest -ocecvrvivnrenesmrraameeeaacees . 412.50
Audit 624,32
Canadian and Foreign exchange 4,025.85
Bank adjustment .10
Canadian mailing address ..o e eeeas 300.00
Gratuities ceeeoeeoeeeeeeneee,
Miscellaneous ...
Improvements
Total disbursements .......cceooecceeeereeeeceeeneece $731,037.74
Balance - December 31, 1963 .. ....$20,061.52
Disbursements over Receipts 15,374.99
Balance - December 31, 1964 ... $ 4,686.53
Martin Ozinga, Jr., Treasurer
THE BACK TO GOD HOUR BUILDING FUND
Financial Report - 1964
Receipts:
Balance, January 1, 1964 ..o $ 110.13
General fund .ot nn $ 4,750.00
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee .......... 2700 00
Garage rent - Van Eck property . oomiccneeraccecas 600.00
Contribution - Kedvale Ave. CRC 300.00
Miscellaneous  ......... : 50.97
o 8,400.97
Total receipts $ 8,511.10
Disbursements;
Janitor’s salary .. SR OUOYOTOPOIOr. JN DO X i (]

Care of Sam Van Eck . . 4,405.07
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Maintenance

Coal

Insurance

Scavenger ServiCe ....oceeevmecceeceenceee

Miscellaneous  -oooceeeneeeee

. Total disbursements
Balance, December 31, 1964

1,439.20
1,077.88
226.77
132.00
57.86

$

8,494.86

16.24

THE BACK TO GOD HOUR — TENTATIVE BUDGET — 1966

Estimated receipts

Synodical quotas (57,000 families @ $9.25) ...... $527,250.00
Churches - Special offerings 50,000.00
Organizations ..... 8,000.00
Individual gifts ... 170,000.00
Station sponsorship 10,000.00
Rallies 2,500.00
Foreign - Designated 26,000.00
$793.750.00
Disbursemenis
Broadcasting (net figures):
Mutual, Yankee & IMN $°91,000.00
NBC 111,000.00
Spot stations 273,000.00
Recording .. 19,000.00
FOreign eoocceceescnenes 52,900.00
Salaries 67,500.00
Committee expense 4,000.00
Administration and Promotion:
Maintenance ... 1,750.00
Improvements 4,000.00
Building fund ......... 5,000.00
Supplies ‘ 6,500.00
Equipment 3,000.00
Utilities 6,000.00
Travel ... 7,700.00
Family Altar:
Printing -....... 51,000.00
Postage 14,000.00
-~ Writers 1,200.00
Sermons:
Printing , 24,000.00
Postage recemet ettt shanrreas 13,000.00
Radio Bulletin:
Printing 3,500.00
Postage 2,400.00
Other Printing 4,500.00
Choir: i :
Salaries (director, engr., Org., 2NNCr.) -oe-eseree 4,000.00
Music and Equipment 500.00
Tours 4,000.00
Ministers’ Housing 10,300.00
Publicity 4,000.00
Insurance 2,000.00
Social Security expense ........ 1,750.00
Audit : 650.00
600.00

Gratuities

$793.750.00
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REPORT NO. 11

REPORT ON YOUNG CALVINIST FEDERATION
BY SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
Sioux Center, Iowa

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

As your representatives to the Young Calvinist Federation of North
America we herewith submit our annual report for your consideration.

The past year has again been one of activity and growth, for which
we are very grateful. The number of societies and clubs in our organ-
ization has now passed the one thousand mark, the membership now
totaling 1,009 clubs and societies, an increase of 97 over last year. Of
the above-mentioned total 399 are Calvinette clubs and 610 are youth
groups. A trend which began several years ago has not been reversed,
namely that of the disappearance of young men’s and young women’s
groups and the formation of young people’s group instead. Today only
87 of the 610 societies are classified as either young men’s or young
women’s groups. Another trend of which we are aware is the increase
in the number of young adult groups. Since the tendency has been for
the high school graduate to drop out of society life — a tendency which
we deplore — we are happy that in many areas an organization especi-
ally for the college and working young person is provided. Our Fed-
eration and director are eager to be of assistance in any way we can to
these groups. We consider them a vital part of our organization.

However, your representatives are well aware that physical growth
is of no avail unless it is also accompanied by spiritual growth. We
would assure you that in every plan discussed and in every activity en-
gaged, foremost in the minds of the board members is always the
thought, “How can we help our girls and our young people to grow
spiritually . . . how can we help them to live lives of complete dedication
to their God and King?”

The board mentioned above is composed of thirty members — two
each from fifteen districts scattered throughout the United States and
Canada plus six board-members-at-large and your Synodical representa-
tives. To this number should be added three members in advisory
capacity: Rev. James Lont, the Federation Director; Mr. John Hofsira,
Executive Secretary; Mrs. Lawrence Vredevoogd, the Calvinette Direc-
tor, and Mrs. Norman Ozinga, the Calvinette Executive Committee
president. This group meets once a year at convention time and is aided
in its work by sub-committees, most of whom meet monthly: Executive
Committee of the YCF Board, Program Committee, Publications Com-
mittee, Finance Committee, and the Servicemen’s Committee,

This last named committee is our most recently formed group. There
is regular liaison between it and the representatives from the Chaplain’s
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Committee and the Home Missions Committee. During the past year
Rev. Lont was asked to serve on the Advisory Board of Link, the official
publication of the General Commission on Chaplains and Armed Forces
Personnel. We are happy that we as a board could concur with this
request and that Rev. Lont is now serving in this capacity. The Feder-
ation continues to supply each serviceman with a free subscription to the
Young Calvinist and with a copy of Spires, a monthly devotional guide
written expressly for servicemen. It also helps establish Servicemen’s
Clubs, and aids in making contacts between servicemen of our denom-
ination stationed near each other. Letters of thanks from servicemen and
peace corps men and women, as well as from parents, chaplains, and
ministers testify to the effectiveness of this ministry.

We are also happy w e can report that other activities are being carried
on as they have been in the past. The 1964 convention held in Paterson,
New Jersey, hosted a record number of registrants — 1,428, and plans
are now underway for an equally inspiring and enthusiastic convention
in Niagara Falls, Ontario, in August of 1965. Our Federation and
Leagues have again served as the recruiting agency for the Home Mis-
sions Board for the SWIM program and plans are that 350 young people
(chosen out of many more that volunteered) representing thirty-six
Leagues will be actively engaged in sixty-six “Summer Workshop in
Missions” fields this summer. The Young Calvinist magazine continues
to be published regularly, supplying Bible outlines for societies as well as
other timely articles geared especially for our young people. Available for
leaders of our youth and society presidents for the first time this past
year was a folio containing lesson helps for each Bible outline found
in the Young Calvinist az well as much other pertinent information. This
too was much appreciated and another folic for 1965-66 will be distri-
buted this summer.

Rev. Lont continues to try to keep up with his herculean task of
remaining constantly in touch with our thousands of young people and
girls who are Federation members by means of a monthly newsletter,
by traveling to all sections of the United States and Canada as much
as his schedule will permit, by personally answering many letters he
receives, and by speaking for leaders’ conferences, summer Bible camps,
young people’s groups, and schools. This of course entails much travel
and time away from home, and we are grateful to God for an energetic
and capable director who is willing to do this for the cause of our youth.

This report would not be complete without recognition of the Cal-
vinette division of our Federation, ably guided by the Calvinette Execu-
tive Committee. Mrs. L. Vredevoogd continues to serve very capably as
its director in a part-time capacity. The growth mentioned earlier in
this report also applies to our Calvinettes; of the 97 groups gained during
the past year, 54 of these were Calvinette clubs, The enthusiasm with
which the program is received by both counselors and girls is evidence
enough of its effectiveness. The Young Calvinist continues to contain a
pull-out section which is adapted especially for Calvinettes and contains
Bible outlines written for them, as well as other items of interest. The
first time in its history the Calvinette Executive Committee is planning



R e RSN PRSI

e e i e

A

REePORTS 85

a nation-wide Leaders’ Seminar to be held in the fall of 1965. It is
expected that approximately fifty of our Calvinette counselors and leaders
from all sections of the United States and Canada will be attending.

In our report a year ago mention was made of the fact that the YOF
Board was currently studying the organizational structure of our present
Federation and also the possible unification of our Federation and the
Calvinist Cadet Corps. We are happy to report that these studies and
consultations are continuing and that efforts toward uniting our organ-
izations are still being made. We know that this is also in accord with
mandates expressed by Synods in the past. (Acts 1943, p. 23; 1945, p. 94;
1951, p. 20, and 1955, p. 9.)

To accomplish the services mentioned in this report naturally involves
a great financial outlay; the Board approved a budget of $154,000 for
the current fiscal year. Most of this money is raised through dues from
both QCalvinettes and the young people, and through our annual Young
Calvinist campaign. But a third source of income which is very vital for
us in the offerings received by churches of our denomination. Offerings
last year totaled $22,418.37 of which $6,643.14 was designated for the
Servicemen’s Fund and $3,160.70 for the Calvinettes. This fine response
enabled us to decrease the deficit under which we have been struggling
for several years so that the deficit figure now stands at $7,608.13, We
are eager to wipe this figure out entirely. Your representatives therefore
respectfully request that Synod again recommend to our churches for
one or more offerings each of the three areas of service: the servicemen’s
program, the Calvinette program, and the Young Calvinist program for
our young people, as has been done in the past. A financial report of the
Federation is submitted annually to the Standing Advisory Budget Com-
mittee of Synod and is available to the churches upon request.

Respectfully submitted,

Earl Marlink
Hester Monsma
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REPORT NO. 12

REPORT OF THE CALVIN COLLEGE CAMPUS
SALE COMMITTEE

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The Campus Sale Committee was instituted by the Synod of 1959,
with the mandate to function with the Board of Trustees in negotiating
the terms and sale of the Calvin campus.

The present Campus Sale Committee is constituted as follows: Mr.
Julius Franklin Mellema, vice president, National Bank of Detroit; Mr.
Jerry De Nooyer, president, De Nooyer Chevrolet of Kalamazoo; Mr.
Marvin Muller, president, Muller Realty Company of Grand Rapids;
Mr. Louis Van Ess, executive director of the Christian Reformed World
Relief Committee; Mr. Richard Evenhouse, president, Garden City En-
terprises, Chicago; and advisory members William Spoelhof, Henry De
Wit, and Sydney T. Youngsma of Calvin College.

Most of the activity in campus sale matters during the past year dealt
with conversations with administrators of a local institution which sub-
mitted a tentative offer for the Franklin Street campus. Copies of the
correspondence involved in these negotiations are filed in our official
minute book as well as in the records of the president of Calvin College.
The following conditions made it impossible to sell the property to this
prospect at this time:

A. Academic problems involved in sharing or giving immediate
occupancy.

B. Economic value of our property.

C. Specific arrangements of splitting the property.

During the past year we continued to explore the possible sale of the
campus to an official or allied agency of our church. Several confronta-
tions with officials of these agencies indicate that no group is sufficiently
interested to come forward with a bona fide offer at the present time.

The Campus Sale Committee has discussed at length the sale of the
property for professional or commercial use but we are agreed that such
possibilities should be delayed for the present in view of our own oc-
cupancy needs.

No effort has been made to advertise widely the availability of the
Calvin campus. The past few years have been crucial years in providing
the plant needs of Calvin. As we meet our educational space needs at the
Knollcrest campus and relieve the pressure of our space requirements on
the Franklin campus, the Campus Sale Committee will be in a much
better position to dispose of the Franklin property.
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The Campus Sale Committee recommends that:

[. We continue to seek out and cultivate prospective purchasers for
our Franklin Street campus under the provisions and stipulations laid
down by successive Synods.

2. The Synod of 1965 continue the committee with the present per-
sonnel for the year 1965-66, since the members are thoroughly familiar
with all the details involved in the sale of the Franklin Street campus.

Respectfully submitted,

Julius Franklin Mellema
Jerry De Nooyer

Marvin Muller

Louis Van Ess

Richard Evenhouse

William Spoelhof

Henry De Wit

Sydney T. Youngsma, Sec’y
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REPORT NO, 13
SPONSORSHIP OF FOREIGN STUDENTS

EsSTEEMED BRETHREN !

The committee for the Sponsorship of Foreign Students has continued
to provide support for a number of foreign students at Calvin Theological
Seminary. As can be seen from the list, most of these are from Korea,
one Is from New Zealand, and one from Nigeria.

The students presently being supported by the committee are the fol-
lowing: (1) Daniel Anakaa, from Nigeria, a graduate of the Theological
College of Northern Nigeria, who is an unclassified undergraduate student
on a two-year program; (2) Young Karl Choi, from Korea, a graduate
student majoring in New Testament; (3) Ki Ta1 Han, also from Korea,
who is working on a Master’s dissertation in New Testament (4) Kidal
Kim, from Korea, a graduate student specializing in Church History;
(5) Jin Tae Lee, from Korea, an unclassified student taking selected
graduate courses; (6) Kook Yung Lee, from Korea, a Th.M. candidate
in Systematic Theology; (7) Tae-Eui Park, from Korea, an unclassified
undergraduate student; (8) Peter Van Dam, from New Zealand, now in
his third year of under-graduate study, who hopes to receive his B.D.
degree this June.

As can be readily seen, our disbursements this past year were more than
twice as great as those of the previous year. It should also be reported
that we already have an unusually large number of applications for sup-
port in 1965-66. For these reasons we request Synod once again to place
our committee on the list of recommended denominational causes (the
Synod of 1964 removed our committee from this list)., We call Synod’s
attention to the fact that the work done through this committee is a very
important phase of mission work., The young men trained at our school
will go back to their own people to serve there, we trust, for many years.
These are opportunities which the Lord gives us to strengthen the work
of His kingdom in foreign lands; let us not fail to make the best of them.

It may be of interest to Synod to know that your committee has re-
cently changed its policy in supporting foreign students. From now on,
instead of simply giving these students money, and allowing them to find
their own housing and board, the committee will find housing for these
students, preferably with American students, and will pay their rent. In
this way the foreign students will better be able to learn the FEnglish
language than if they live by themselves or with others of the same na-
tionality. The committee will also urge each foreign student supported
by it to take his meals at one of the college dining facilities, and will pay
for these meals. Your committee feels that this policy will ensure more
wholesome eating habits for these men than is now often the case when
many of them cook their own meals. The committee will also give each
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foreign student a modest allowance for incidental expenses, including
books.

Your committee recommends the following changes in its personnel:
(1) We recommend that Synod appoint, instead of the Registrar of Cal-
lege, the Calvin College Dean of Men. Reason: from now on rooms to be
occupied by our grantees will be assigned and supervised by the College
Dean of Men. Hence it is important that he be on our committee, (2)
We recommend that Synod appoint, instead of the additional college
representative, the Seminary Registrar. Reason: at the present time all
our grantees are seminary siudents. Hence there is less need for having
another member from the college staff on the committee, and greater need
for having on the committee an additional person from the seminary staff.
Since the seminary registrar deals with student admissions and student
records, he would be a very desirable addition to our committee. (3)
The executive secretary of Home Missions, Rev. Marvin Baarman, has
not been able to meet with us this past year because of the press of his
other duties; hence the field secretary, Rev. Nelson Vander Zee, has been
meeting with us in his stead. In view of this fact, we recommend that
Synod appoint the field secretary of Home Missions as a member of this
committee for the coming year.

If the foregoing recommendations are approved by Synod, the com-
mittee for the Sponsorship of Foreign Students for the coming year should
be constituted as follows: the academic dean of the Seminary (chair-
man), the dean of students of the Seminary, the business manager of
College and Seminary, the dean of students of Galvin College, the registrar
of the Seminary, the field secretary of Home Missions, and the assistant
secretary of Foreign Missions.

Respectfully submitted,

Harold Dekker, academic dean of the Seminary, Chairman
Anthony Hoekema, dean of students of the Seminary, Sec’y
Henry De Wit, Treas.

Melvin Berghuis, registrar of Calvin College

John Bratt, Calvin College

Marvin Baarman, Home Mission Board

Alvin Huibregtse, Foreign Mission Board

Financial Report
March 1, 1964 to February 28, 1965

Cash balance — March 1, 1964 e $13,294.40
Receipts from churches during the year ... e emem et emn e 8,140.86
$21,435.26
Disbursements:
Peter Van Dam oo cecem e e een $1,200.00
Tae-eui Park ... ... 750.00
Young Kar] Choi . 600.00
Kook Yung Lee .. 500.00
Daniel Anakaa ... 425.00

Kidal KiM oo oo ST 49500
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Paul Myung : . 400.00

Ki-tai Han 225.00

Jin Tae Lee 25.00

Inter-Varsity Conference Enrollments ... 190.00

Health Insurance Premiums ... 182.00

Medical Payment ..ooioeoeoeeee e 15.12 4,937.12
Cash balance — February 28, 1965 . $16,498.14

History of Annual Receipts
March 1 to February 28

1956-57 $ 5,124.00
1957-58 6,409.03
1958-59 6,733.21
195960 1,983.11
1960-61 6,438.86
1961-62 7,773.82
1962-63 7,378.27
196364 6,856.34
196465 8,140.86

71 P — $56,837.50
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REPORT NO. 14
CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

The opportunities for service of military and 1nst1tut10na.1 Christian
Reformed chaplains are ever _expanding. Reports coming in from these
chaplains indicate that also in this field our denomination is not only
filling a great need but is contributing vitally to the Kingdom service.
Again your Chaplain Committee can report a steadily growing field and
increasing activity.

Chaplain Committee meets each month, Our main tasks are: Chap-
lain recruitment, endorsement, consultation, and admimstration. We are
attempting to keep as close a contact as possible with each chaplain in
the field, whether that field be foreign or at home.

Upon various occasions, we worked in close cooperation with the Board
of Home Missions, the Young Calvinist Federation, and the Back to God
Tract Committee in seeking to be of highest service to our chaplains and
the servicemen both in Canada and the United States. Your committee
has also sought to implement the mandate of Synod to assist the cause
of the Canadian Armed Forces and the chaplaincy problem there. An
initial meeting has been held with a representative of the Eastern Canada
Inter-Classical Conference Chaplain Committee to further this effort.

I. MiLitary CHAPLAINCY

Christian Reformed ministers on active duty as United States military
chaplains in March 1965 were the following:

Air Force

1. Bode, Harold (Capt.), Box 584, 4644 Support Sq. (ADC), Sioux City
Air Base, Towa. (Chaplain Bode will be leaving some time this surmmeér
for active duty in the Philippine Islands.)

Army

1. Friend,-Jan (Capt.) 12309379 H. Co. & Band Support Command,
5th Inf. Div. (M), Fort Carson, Colorado.

. Hemple, Bruce (Capt.) Hq. 516th Signal Grp., APO 164, New York,
New York.

. Hoogland, John (Capt.) Hq. 4th Tng. Regt., Ft. Dix, New Jersey.

. Ouwinga, Harvey (Capt.) Office of the Chaplain, 2nd Armored Div.,
Fort Hood, Texas 76546

. Vruwink, Paul (Capt. 02295459, Office of the Chaplain, Hgq., 1st
TRE, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

Navy

L. Dahm, Arlo (Lt.) Hq., Marine Aircraft Grp. 15, 3d Marine Aircraft
Wing, Air FMF Pac, Marine Gorps Air Statlons El Toro (Santa
Anna) Galifornia 92709 ‘

N

(5, BN
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2, Swierenga, Raymond (Lt.) Chaplains Office, Helicopter Tng. Sq. No.

6, ALF Ellyson, Pensacola, Florida.

This totals ten active duty military chaplains, two more than last year.
At present, there is one more opening for us in the Navy. Your commit-
tee is seeking and preparing to fill these posts as they open to us. As of
March 1965, fourteen of our ministers held reserve commissions as United
States military chaplains and two were members of the Civil Air Patrol
chaplaincy. Active duty chaplains whose salaries were below the Fund
for Needy Churches minimum scale recetved supplement as authorized
by the 1962 Synod.

Chaplain (Capt.) Bruce C. Hemple in Germany coordinated plans for
the 1964 Reformed Faith Retreat at Berchtesgaden, Germany, and is also
serving in that capacity for the retreat prepared for this coming summer,
with Chaplain H. Guikema, as alternate.

Chaplain Henry Guikema is stationed in the Netherlands with the
United States Air Force at Camp New Amsterdam. He is the only foreign
chaplain serving in this country as far as we know.

Chaplain (Gapt.) Harvey A. Ouwinga returned in February from a
tour of duty in Korea and has been transferred to Fort Hood, Texas,
where he is serving on indefinite extended active duty. His reports in-
dicate a very fruitful ministry during his tour in Korea.

Chaplain (Capt.) Paul Vruwink has re-entered the chaplaincy service
with indefinite tenure. He is stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

Rev. Harold Dekker, synodical appointee to the General Commission
on Chaplains and Armed Forces Personnel, served Chaplain Committee
with advice throughout the year. Rev. James Lont, Young Calvinist
Federation director whom Synod of 1964 appointed as sccond representa-
tive of the Christian Reformed Church to the General Commission on
Chaplains and Armed Forces Personnel, has proved a very valuable link
with the Young Calvinist Federation on behalf of our servicemen and
also as a member of the advisory editorial committee of the magazine
for servicemen, “LINK.”

II. InsTiITUTIONAL CHAPLAINCY

The following Christian Reformed ministers served as Institutional
chaplains during the past year.

1. Heynen, Ralph, Pine Rest Christian Hospital, Grand Rapids, Mich.
. Jansma, Theodore, Christian Sanatorium, Wyckoff, New Jersey
. Kaemingk, Frank, Bethesda Hospital, Denver, Colorado
. Kok, James, Gowanda State Hospital, Gowanda, New York

. Swierenga, William, Michigan Veterans Facility, Grand Rapids,
Mich.

. Vande Creek, Larry, in training at Topeka State Hospital, Topeka,
Kansas, and at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Georgia

7. Vanden Bosch, Thomas, Pine Rest Hospital
8. Vander Kooi, George, Kalamazoo State Hospital, Kalamazoo, Mich.

O N
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9. Holtrop, Elton, Veteran’s Administration Hospital, Battle Creek,
Mich.

10. Koning, Anthony, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota (part-time)

11. Werkema, Sidney, Evangelical Ministers Union (Hospital Chaplain),
" Grand Rapids, Mich. (part-time)

Much of the time of the Chaplain Committee has been devoted during
this past year to the study of the field of Institutional Chaplaincy. In
addition to matters of recruitment, endorsement, and consultations, we
have labored with the implementation and administration of the newly
set up program of residency clinical training in cooperation with Pine
Rest.

Rev. Thomas Vanden Bosch has completed his clinical training course
but continues to serve at Pine Rest Hospital. He will enter an institution
as chaplain in June or July of this year.

Rev. James Kok has accepted a call from Towa City Christian Re-
formed Church.

Rev. Larry Vande Creek, having completed his training, has declared
himself available for a call to one of our churches.
Rev. Frank Kaemingk has accepted the call as chaplain of Bethesda

Hospital at Denver, replacing Rev. Garrett Vande Riet who left Bethesda
to serve the congregation at Baldwin, Wisconsin.

III. SrirITUAL AND FINANGIAL SUPPORT

The Chaplain Committee has received abundant evidence this year of
the keen interest in and generous and prayerful support of their work on
the part of our people and consistories, In view of this, the Chaplain
Committee again is not requesting to be placed on the list of causes
recommended for offerings this year. To keep our people in close touch
with our military chaplains, a list of their addresses 1s placed in The
Banner quarterly.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Representations at Synod: We request that the chairman or the
secretary be permitted to speak at Synod on behalf of the Chaplain Com-
mittee.

B. Presentation of chaplains: We request the privilege of introducing
active duty chaplains present during Synod.

C. In partial fulfillment of the mandate of Synod of 1964 to our com-
mittee, to seek “to be more useful in assisting the cause of the Canadian
armed forces,” we request that Synod, for the purpose of coordinating
our program with these Canadian needs in mind, appoint a member of
the Clanadian churches to serve as an additional member on the Synodical
Chaplain Committee,

To implement this, should Synod approve this request, we propose the
following duo as presented to us by Eastern Canada Inter-Classical Con-
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ference Chaplain Committee, Revs. Arthur J. Stienstra of Exeter, On-
tario, and Simon Terpstra of Listowel, Ontario.

D. Nominations:

a) To replace Mr. Harry Faber, whose six-year term expires: (12 years
of service)

Mr. Robert Lyzenga, C.P.A, — Alger Park Chr. Ref, Church.

Mr. Kenneth Verburg — Grand Valley College. — South Grandville
Chr. Ref. Church

b) To replace Dr. D. Van Halsema, whose six-year term expires:

Rev. Derke Bergsma — East Muskegon Chr. Ref. Church.

Rev. Nelson Vander Zee — Field Secretary of the Home Missions
Board.

V. FiNaNcIAL REPORT
The treasurer’s annual statement and an auditor’s report are attached.

Respectfully submitted,

Marinus Goote, Chairman
John Berkhof

Harry Faber, Treas.

Ralph Heynen

Herman Steenstra

Dick L. Van Halsema
Cornelius M. Schoolland, Sec’y

Financial Statement
March 1, 1964 to February 28, 1965

Balance March 1, 1964

Old Kent Bank Checking Account —.o..cocoomiveaiccccnacene. $2,219.32
Old Kent Bank Savings Account ....ceooeeeeeeee.. 6,111.28
Old Kent Bank Savings Certificates oeovovvommiociiocccacaances 6,000.00
Total Balance March 1, 1964 e $14,330.60
Receipts:
Contributions and GIfts ....-..eceecceceeesemeeceam e e eeeeniaes $2,345.87
Interest earned —
Savings Certificates ....ccooceeemeroccecoeocmomeocceeeens $ 89.77
Savings ACCOUNL ..ecoeviriiiiemeressvsimermeinecescramcancees 167.31 257.08  2,602,95
Total ReCEIPES oot enecas e a e s reememc e $16,933.55
Disbursements:

Bank (Thrifty-check) Expense
Traveling EXPense ..oe.coeecocemmeecocrcecnecennes
Literature ......
Salary Support . -
General Commission Dues ......
Training EXPense oo eesa et
Clerical Expense
Postage ...
Wachtgeld e
Miscellaneous Expenses .oo.cocimmriioiecicceceec s

Total DisbUursements .....cccoeriecmmrmee et $ 5,780.40



REPORTS 95

RECONCILIATION OF BANK STATEMENT

Bank balance per statement, Sept. 2, 1965 ..o, $907.21
Plus deposit not shown on statement .....cccceeeeeceereecceeeeeee. 26.95
$934.16
Less: uncancelled checks:
No. 349 $ 6.00
No. 350 3.60
No. 354 250.00 259.60
Net balance per books ..o $674.56
Net Balance, February 28, 1965....c oo $11,153.15
SUMMARY OF BALANCE
Old Xent Bank Checking Account .....ccceceeoceciorevunea $ 674.56
Old Kent Bank Savings Account ...ococcocreeicceorneaens 4,478.59
Notes receivable:
Loan to Committee on Education .....oocccoceeoneeei 6,000.00
Total Balance ..o e $11,158.15

Audited and found correct,
Walter Kok
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REPORT NO. 15
MINISTERS® PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Board of Trustees of the Ministers’ Pension and Relief adminis-
tration humbly submits the following report to your honorable body.

Part 1
Personnel and Organization

The board is composed of: Rev. F. Huizenga, pres.; Mr. Walter De
Hoog, vice-pres.; Rev. D. J. Drost, sec’y; Mr. Wendell Bonnema, treas.;
Mr. Nelson Gritter, vice-treas.; Rev.. M. Arnoys, vice-sec’y; and Mr.
Aldon Walters. '

The alternate members of the board are: Messrs. K. Bergsma, A, Bel,
M. Langeland, Dr. J. Harkema, J. Petersen; Revs. M. Vanderwerp and
W. Hofman.

Rev. Donald J. Drost and Mr. Wendell Bonnema have completed six
years as members of the board and according to synodical ruling they are
not subject to re-election. We present the following nominees for their
replacement:

As Minister delegate (elect one) :

1. Rev. William Van Rees; 2. Rev. Arthur Ver Burg

As Layman delegate (elect one) :

1. Mr. Harry Meyer (Baldwin, Jenison) ; 2. Mr. Gerald H. Triezen-
berg (Trinity, Jenison)

Rev. Marinus Arnoys has filled out the unexpired term of Rev. Fred
Handlogten and he is now eligible for election as a regular member of
the committee. Our nominees are as follows: (elect one)

1. Rev. Marinus Arnoys (incumbent) ; 2. Rev. Thomas Y.

The president, Rev. Fred M. Huizenga, has been designated to repre-

sent the board at Synod should further information be desired.

Part I1
Information and Pensionaires

The Synod of 1964 approved the honorable emeritation of the follow-
ing who were added to the pension rolls: Rev. Albert Jabaay, Rev. John
M. Dykstra, Rev. John Ehlers, Rev. Cornelius Kuipers, Rev. Adam Per-
senaire, Dr. Ralph Stob, Rev. John Weidenaar, Rev. Christian Huissen,
Rev. Martin Monsma, Rev. John Rozendal. Rev. B. T. Haan and Rev.
B. J. Boerkoel, whose emeritation was approved for special reasons, were
also added to the pension rolls.

The board has been informed of the honorable emeritation of the
following:

1. Rev. Raymond Haan by Classis Zeeland in session January 13, 1965.
Ground: 11l health. Effective date: Dec. 1, 1964.
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‘2. Rev. John Grifficen by the Classical Committee of Classis Pacific
Northwest on January 19, 1965. Ground: Ill health and near retirement
age. Effective date: May 1, 1965.

3. Rev. Conrad R. Veenstra by Classis Orange Clity in session January
30, 1965. Grounds: Beyond retirement age. Effective date: April 30,
1965.

. 4. Rev. Herman J. Schripsema by Classis Grand Rapids East in session
January 21, 1965. Grounds: 1ll health. Effective date: Feb. 28, 1965,

5. Rev. Karel E. De Waal Malefyt by Classis California South.
Grounds: Retirement age. Effective date: Feb. 1, 1965.

6. Rev. John Gritter by Classis Zeeland in session Sept. 15, 1964.
Ground: age 70. Effective date: Nov. 1, 1964.

7. Rev. John Kenbeek by Classis Zeeland in session Sept 15, 1964.
Ground: Retirement age. Effective date: Nov. 20, 1964.

The pensioner Rev. Hiram K. Beute passed away since Synod met in
1964. Rev. Seymour Van Drunen and Rev. Rens Hooker passed away
while in the active ministry. Their widows and dependent children were
placed on the pension rolls. The widows Mrs. Alice De Bruyn and Mrs.
Gertrude Heeres passed away.

~ The following have been on the pension rolls this past year:

Ministers Widows Orphans Total

Roll Feb. 1, 1964 96 86 1 183
-Added 13 5 1 19

C109 91 2 202
Died 3 3 0 6
Roll Jan. 31, 1965 106 88 2 196

The. average salary for 1965 on the basis of 628 ministers reporting is
$6,313.57. A statement of the names of the ministers and the salary of
each is available, should Synod desire it.

The pension of a minister, which is 50% of the average salary com-
puted to the nearest multxple of 10 is $3,160 for the year 1965. The pen-
sion of a widow, which is 40% of the average salary, computed to the
nearest multlple of 10 is $2, 530 for the year 1965.

Part III
Relief Fund

1. The relief fund was established by Synod to aid those ministers,
widows and orphans whose pensions are inadequate because of adverse
conditions. It is maintained by the free will offerings of the congrega-
tions' andinterest 'from investments.- We are grateful that it is not neces-
sary to request-a. free will.offering for 1966 since the balance on hand
seems to be adequate.

2. A’ detailed statement of relief disbursements will' be submitted to
the adv:sory committee of Synod, and, if Synod so desires, to Synod. in
executive session. This is in accordance with the rule adopted by Synod.
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3. Throughout the year the board has sought to administer both the
pension and relief fund in a responsible way. The cost has been kept to
2 minimurm.

Part IV
Finances

A. The board submits its statement of operation and its budget for
1966. In view of the information presented in the following paragraphs
they request a quota of $7 per family for 1966.

Financial Report
Statement of Fund Condition:
Reflecting Operation for Period February 1, 1964—January 31, 1965

Pension Relicf Total
Balance Feb. 1, 1964 ... coerieene. ---$372,505.71 $56,708.10 $429,213.81
Net decrease (per statement below) 24.379.42 432.16 24,811.58
Balance Jan. 31, 1965 .. $348,126.29 $56,275.94 $404,402.23
Fund balances consist of:

Commercial ACCOUNLS rerieocaceeiaiieceaaeeee $ 33,385.63 § 7,570.06 $ 40,955.69
Savings deposit receipts - ... 120,000.00 120,000.00
Certificates of deposit .oooireeoeeceiccoeeecs 50,000.00 50,000.00
Savings accounts 20,327.98 20,327.98
Mortgage (Foreign Mission Board) ....-.. 5,412.68 2,705.88 8,118.56
Government SECULIties —ceccroeereerrsccaenes 119,000.00  46,000.00  165,000.00
Totals..o e ---$348,126.29 $56,275.94 $404,402.23

Schedule of Operation — 1964

Receipts: .
Quota payments ...... $352,869.34 $352,869.34
Ministers contributions .eeeooeeeceeeceee. 187,857.81 137,857.81
Interest - . 7,418.57 ° 1,195.59 8,614.16
Donations - . : 812.67 406.33 1,219.00
' Total receipts ...............3498,958.39 $ 1,601.92 $500,560.31
Disbursements: : ' :
Canadian exchange and Bank charges ...§ 6,734.66 - - 3. 6,734.66
Payments t0 IMHNIStErS .oooeeeecececzoeemenescnes 300,724.73 805.83  301,530.56
Payments to widows and orphans ........... 208,404.80 1,228.25  209,633.05
Secretaries salary .. S 500.00 500.00
Treasurers salary ‘ 500.00 500.00
Clerical and office expense .....ooeeeee. 1,882.34 1,882.34
Travel expense ... . ] 119.45 ) 119.45
Miscellaneous €xXpense ..o.ooeeeeeeoeeceene. - 66098 - - ' 660.98
Moving ' expense 3,810.85 .+ 3,810.85
Total ﬁsbursemqnts .................. ...... -$523,337.81 . § 2,034.08 $525,371.89
Net deCreass oo .. ovrreeiosrioe$ 245,379.42 § 43216 § 2481158

Note: There is an -amount of interest accrued on savings accounts, ccruﬁcates of
deposit and on the Investment in Fed. Nat’l. Mortgage Ass'n. Notes which is not
reflected in above report. These will be determined and 1ncorporatcd in’ thc an-
nual audited report to Synod. (estimate $3,000) -
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1966 Budget
1964 Operation of Fund Compared to Budget (compiled in 1963)

1964 Budget  Actual Gain Loss Budget 1966
Receipis: DR
Quotas  _..ceceeceee $355,062.50 352,869.34 . 2,193.16. .394,345.00 (1)
Ministers  .oeoeeo- 135,950.00 137,857.81 1,907.81 229,250.00 (2)
Interest and .
donations ... 12,000.00 8,231.24 3,768.76  10,000.00

Total receipts -.$503,012.50 $498,958.39 $1,907.81 § 5,961.92 $633,595.00

Disbursements:
To ministers ..$289,787.50 300,724.73 10,937.23 376,050.00 (3)
To widows ... 205,540.00 208,404.80 2,864.80 241,040.00 (4)
.Administration  6,000.00 3,662.77 2,337.23 4,000.00
Moving  .oeeeeeee . 3,810.85 . 3,810.85 6,000.00
Canadian
exchange ... 6,734.66 6,734.66 7,000.00
Total
disbursements $501 327.50 $523 337.81 $2 337.23 §24,347.54 $633,090.00
Anticipated gain $ 1,685.00 505.00
Actual decrease $ 24-,379.42 $4,245.04 $30,309.46"

1964 Budget Based on 57,500 families ~— Actual 57,736.

Two factors primarily caused the decrease in fund balance: (1) 6omparatively
large increase in emeriti (Ministers; Roster anticipated 95 vs actual of 106) and

(2) The premium anticipated on Canadian funds actually reverted to a loss.

(1) Estimated 59,300 families (based on 1% increase over 1963) @ 7.00—less
5% not paid.

(2) 660 ministers at averagc salary of $6,550 @ 3142%
(average salary 63=—= 5,970.00; 64— 6,074.18; 65—6,313.57)

(3) 1964 resulted in a net gain of 10 ministers whereas it was cstlmated we would
gain only 1. We budgeted for 97 and paid 106, budget being compiled in spring
of 1963. We may have an additional gain in 1965. We budgeted for 98 and have
106 as of February 1, 1965. Anticipated for 1966 115 @ 50% of average salary
of 6,550 — 3,270 — $376,050.00.

(4) 1964 resulted in net gain of 2 widows making a roster of 88 as of February
1, 1965. We anticipated 86 as of this date. We may have an additional 4 as of
February 1, 1966, or a total of 92 @ 40% of average salary of 6,550 — $241,040.
Part V
Matters Requiring Synodical Attention

" 1. The election of three regular members to the committee: Two
ministers and one layman.

2. Approval of requested emeritations.
3. The adoption of the quota of $7 per family for 1966 (cf. Part. IV).

Humbly submitted,
D. J. Drost, Sec’y
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REPORT NO. 16
THE LORD’S DAY ALLIANCE OF CANADA

To the Synod of the
Christian Reformed Church
To convene June 9, 1965

at Sioux Center, Iowa,

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

Your representative to the Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada has the
honor herewith to report to your assembly. Since this was my first such
contact with the Alliance my report will be sketchy and brief. The Alli-
ance is with its national as well as provincial organization a sizeable affair
that requires more than casual contact in order to get into its complex
structures and activities.

On January 27, I attended the annual meeting convened Jomtly by the
dominion board and the provincial branch. The meeting was held in the
Ladies’ Club room of the Bloor St. United Church in the heart ‘of
Toronto. Dr. R. Kooistra of our First Toronto CRC was. also present
as well as Mr. G. Vandezande of the CLAC, which orgamzatwn enjoys
associate membership in the Alliance.

As heretofore, the Christian Reformed representative has the h0n01 of
serving on the board of the provincial branch as well as on the executive
committee of this branch. He also serves as Ontario branch representatlve
on the dominion board.

At the general meeting, after the proper devotions, the 24 members
present were each in turn- asked to introduce himself .to the meeting.
Main items on the agenda were the reports, first that of the general secre-
tary, Rev. A, 8. McGrath, followed by that of the national treasurer. Copy
of this latter report is submitted herewith. Oral reports were rendered
by area representatives and by the publicity committee, a valuable arm
for the out-reach of the Alliance. Thousands of attractive and challeng-
ing pamphlets and folders are being circulated and distributed annually,

The Canadian Lord’s Day Alliance is well organized and functions
smoothly under the leadership of capable and dedicated men. The most
important functionary is, of course, the general secretary, a full-time em-
ployee. In two years this valuable official will have reached retirement
age, and the board will have to find a replacement. No easy task!

The Alliance is engaged in a great work. It seems almost to be waging
a losing battle, trying to hold back a rising tide of secularism, which en-
croaches ruthlessly upon the Lord’s Day. It has to defend and often
interpret the Lord’s Day Act which is becoming increasingly suspect with
politicians and jurists, and the butt-end of shoddy jokes and sneers of the
profit minded commercial interests and sports promoters.

Add to this that much of the Church and the religious community,
that should vigorously uphold the institution of the Lord’s Day, are with
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their liberal leanings permitting, if not actually aiding and abetting the
forces of greed and pleasure that undermine the Lord’s Day, to do their
destructive work. The Sunday seems to be more and more an anachron-
ism. Never was man in greater need of such a day, yet never was the day
so ruthlessly defamed and desecrated.

As our world changes, the Alliance too is compelled to re-assess its
course and re-think its strategies. Here lurks a danger: that the defence
of the Lord’s Day will be directed to man’s good and pleasure rather than
to the honor of the God of revelation.

T'm impressed that the Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada stands com-
mitted to the defence of the Lord’s Day as a divine institution. But there
is always the danger of taking the roads of least resistance and that seem
to promise quickest returns.

Here our denomination and its representative can render a real service
to the Alliance. Let our churches support the work with their prayers and
gifts. Let them call in the help of the Alliance; use and distribute its
literature; seek its advice when needed.

Your representative respectfully requests that the Lord’s Day Alliance
of Canada be again recommended to our Canadian churches for moral
and financial assistance.

What we do is in behalf of our Sundays of which Voltaire said, “If you
want to destroy Christianity, destroy its Sunday.” Let the greedy, pleas-
ure-seeking world not rob us of The Day.

May the Lord through His Holy Spmt guide and bless the Synod of
1965 in all its deliberations and decisions,

Respectfully submitted,
John Hanenburg

Comparative Financial Statement '
For the Year Ending November 30, 1963 and November 30, 1964

Assets .
1963 1964

Cash on hand .o $ 4097 $ 47.62
Cash in Bank . 3,180.11 5,727.03
Savings account Montreal Trust -ooooooooooonn 14,424.70 17,116.10
Investments, per " schedule

Legacies aCCOUNt oioeeee e 8,100.00 8,100.00

General account ... .. 20,000.00 20,000.00

Accrued interest 341.49 336.78
Inventory of supplies on hand

Literature .occeoeceescoeecciocccecioecans 307.06 717.24

Stationery and postagc eeeeememneenecennnveneee 917.87 730.79
Office furniture and equlpment 543.08 953.57

$47,455.28 $53,729.13

Liabilities
Accounts payable c.oviiverrrceea e $ 5175 § 3185
Legacies account as per contra 8,100.00 8,100.00
General 2CCOUNE oo e 39,303.53  45,597.28

$47,455.28 $53,729.13




102 REPORTS

Receipts .
1963 1964
Contributions
ONtario acveecceccceseieceencecn $21,688.14 21,991.39
Quebec  -.... 525.64 456.00
Nova Scotia -.-..... — 1,074.04 1,058.68
New Brunswick ... —. 1,015.45 1,182.95
Prince Edward Island 142.00 160.15
Newfoundland ............ 1.00 5.15
Manitoba  ........... .. 1,607.24 1,745.96
Saskatchewan ..ococooeicoeucs 676.50 504.15
Alberta 2,177.21 2,100.19
British Columbia . eoeceeecneeee 2,416.57 1,958.84
USA. . . 71,62 $31,395.41 53.76 $31,217.22
Bond INterest .oeioeeccoeiesecccaienesvescrieaanan 879.50 879.50
Bank interest 355.18 998.57
LeBACIES  moeemecveeeem et a e 2,266.52 1,757.68
$34,896.61 $34,852.97
Disbursements
963 ‘ 1964
Salarjes:
SECretary  oiooamereccicacennens $ 6,000.00 $ 7,500.00
Canvassers e 2,109.13 1,707.56 .
Office staff 8,363.90 $17,073.03  9.392.05 $18,599.61
Travelling expenses ’
Secretary  .oocvecicececceeecee. - 698.05 1,163.89 '
Canvassers 857.11 1,555.16 846.81 2,010.70
General operating expenses:
Auditing oo eeeeees 100.00 100.00
Bank charges and exchange .. 16.39 17.82
Executive and annual meeting 1,052.50 469.55
EXPress  cocccevceeeeccenncceeaeeeeoeen 2.90
Fund raising and publicity ... 190 10 422.5¢1
INSurance .ooccoeeeicoeccoeeeemneeens 24.00 39.00
Legal expenses -......... 498.55
Literature and printing .. 669.40 1,103.23
Office expenses ......... 538.07 520.57
Office supplies -wooccooveeeececces 490.93 1,302.38
Ontario Hospital Insurance .. 106.20 138.40
PEnsions  eoccoccooreremceceeeaena 1,180.39 1,021.21
Postage eoeoereeunen 506.01 967.56
Rent and lighting 1,945.71 1,949.42
Repair oo 24.49 ) 8.54
Telephone and Telegraph 318.12 § 7,165.21 316.24 $ 8,874.98
Total disbursements .eoeoecceeeeee.nn $25,793.40 - $29,485.29
Excess of receipts over disbursements ........ 9,103.21 ‘ 5,367.68
$34,896.61 $34,852.97

In our opinion, based on our examination, the accompaying statements present
fairly the cash receipts and’ disbursements "of the Alliance for the year ended
November 30, 1964 and the financial position at that date.

Toronto, Ontario Deloitte, Plender, Haskins & Sells
December 22, 1964 : Auditors
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REPORT NO. 17
FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

This annual report of the Faith, Prayer and Tract League can be
brief and factual. The Lord has greatly blessed the efforts of the League
during the past year. A record number of tracts, totaling in excess of
10,000,000 tracts, were sold last year. This was in addition to tracts which
were sent out without charge. We feel that this is an indication of in-
creased interest among Christian people to be a witness for their Lord.

The scope of League activity is continually broadening. Tract distri-
bution in India, as well as now in Spain, offers new fields of increased
challenge. Requests from other foreign countries are also being explored.

I have made earlier references to the economy of League operations.
This is stll true today. All costs and expenses are kept at a minimum.
League headquarters are adequate, but not at all elaborate.

Board membership, too, is changing. Mr. Henry Niekerk of Denver,
Colorado, is the newest member. These new members are taking the place
of the charter board members whose services are ending by either death
or retirement.

As your synodical representative, I heartily recommend that our
churches continue to give the League their moral and financial support.

John Keuning
Financial Report
Balance on hand, January 1, 1964 ... —$ 4,142.21
Receipts:
Sale Of tracts .eoeoocccecceeceeiiriceeecce oo R $81,022.32
Donations ..e.co... .... 16,623.56
Membership fees .......... ... 1,102.00
—— §$ 98,747.88
$102,890.09
Disbursements:
Printing ... s ....$52,184.32
ALY G S —— vt e v 15,242.72
POSEAZE  -oreveeeecim e ceerecemceaneess s e e -... 15,655.54
Supplies e . ceeeeneermreeerreeeee . 4,897.87
Advertising ....... . 3,048.14
Bank charges .. . 542.40
ATtist TEES ceereeae et ee . 625.00
Rent oeeecmeeee . 900.00
Social Security Tax expense 166.68
Michigan Sales Tax 94.17

India branch expense . . 4,279.77
Miscellaneous expense eerceremcen e eb e ean 1,207.00

$ 98,843.61

Balance on hand, December 31, 1964 ...... $ 4,046.48
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Tracts sold, 1964 ........ccooeuuen..... 10,446,777

Tracts donated, 1964 ..o 4,050,864
Total sent out, 1964 ................. 14,497,641
Total sent out 1963 ......... .13, 236 477
Tracts printed, 1964 ......... S 15,395.000

To the Faith, Prayer, and Tract Leaguc
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Gentlemen:

We have examined the books and records of your treasurer. Mr. John S, Brond-
sema, and have complled an Operating Statement on the cash basis for the year
1964,

The attached statement of cash receipts and disbursements whlch is compiled
from the books does, in my oplmon reflect fairly the cash transactions of your
League.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter B, Vander Meer, G.P.A.
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REPORT NO. 18 '
PROPOSED RULES FOR CHURCH VISITING

ESTEEMED BRETHREN

The committee appointed “‘to propose a revised set of rules for church
visiting” (Acts, 1963, Art. 71, p. 55), presents the following report for
your consideration.

We would note first that, as indicated in last year’s report to Synod,
we are of the opinion that our mandate does not require a radical re-
vision of the existing rules, but that we may confine ourselves to a refining
and “up-dating” of the rules now in use and to augment only where there
is an apparent need. Further, we regard the main body of the “Rules for
Church Visiting” as a guide for church visitors and as such it is neither
required nor desirable that every detail be spelled out. This is in accord
with the decision of Synod, 1936, (Acts, Art. 166, p. 123), which empha-
sizes that the “church visitors use their own discretion and individualize
their task in every church visited,” provided that the rules be “used in the
spirit of Art. 44” of the Church Order.

In keeping with this interpretation of our mandate, which was im-
plicitly approved by Synod, 1964, your committee presents the following

ProroseEp RevisEp RULEs ror CHURCH VISITING

Church visiting, in order to take place in good order and in accordance
with the Church Order, calls for the observance of the following par-
ticulars:

(1) “The Classis shall appoint at least one committee composed of
two of the more experienced and competent ministers to visit all its
churches once a year” (Revised Church Order, Art. 