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PREFACE

A special prayer service for the Synod of 1964 will be held in the Fuller
Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan, at 8:00
p.m., on Tuesday evening June 9. The Fuller Avenue church edifice is
located at 1241 Fuller Avenue, in the southeast section of the city.

Rev. William F. Vander Hoven, pastor of the convening church, will
deliver the sermon and lead in special prayer for the 1964 Synod. Dele-
gates and advisors to Synod are expected to attend.

On Wednesday morning, June 10, at 9 a.m., Synod will hold the
opening session in the main building on the Calvin College campus, 1331
Franklin street, SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. Vander Hoven will
conduct the opening devotions, give a brief address, and serve as presi-
dent pro tem until the officers are elected and Synod is properly instituted.

On Sunday, June 7, pastors and congregations are requested to re-
member the Synod, delegates and advisors, in special prayer for the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit.

The Agenda of 1964 presents various reports, overtures, appeals, list of
delegates and their respective alternates. Some very weighty matters will
be presented to Synod. May the Synod as a deliberate ecclesiastical body
in coming to decisions be able to say, “For it seemed good to the Holy
Spirit, and to us, . . .”

ORY Aot

2850 Kalamazoo Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508

NOTICES

Delegates are kindly requested to bring the printed and mimeographed supple-
mentary copies of the Agenda to Synod. Delegates who are unable to attend will
please forward all supplementary matcrials received to their alternate delegate.

All delegates coming to Symod by auto are reminded of the decision of the
Synod of 1962 that by traveling together will effect a considerable saving in
travel expenses. (See pages 111, 513, of the Acts of 1961, and page 102 of the
Acts of 1962.)
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REPORTS

REPORT NO. 1

PENSION FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE
CANADIAN IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE

EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

The undersigned humbly submit the following report re the ad-
visability of providing a pension for the secretary of the Canadian Im-
migration Committee for your consideration and possible approval.

The Immigration Committee for Canada, in its report to the Synod
of 1963, presented among other matters the following recommendation:

“That Synod consider to make provisions for a pension for the secre-
tary of the Immigration Committee, commensurate with the years of
service he has rendered.

“Grounds:

“a. The secretary is past the age of 63 and has faithfully devoted more
than 16 years of his life to the immigration work of the Christian Re-
formed Church.

“b. No pension plan for this type of service is in existence.” (Cf. Acts,
1963, p. 230.)

In response to the request of the Synod of 1963 the advisory commit-
tee on Varia submitted the following recommendation to Synod:

“to appoint a committee to study the advisability of providing a pen-
sion for the Secretary of the Canadian Immigration Committee, to re-
port to the Synod of 1964.” This recommendatlon was adopted (Cf.
Acts, p. 78, C, 4.)

Your study committee having considered the program of action of the
Canadian Immigration Committee as formulated by the Synods previous
to 1963, and having considered the information and mandate given by
the Synod of 1963, wishes to state the following facts:

1. Synod appointed the Canadian Immigration Committee to provide
spiritual care for our fellow-believers who migrated in large numbers
from the Netherlands to Canada following the conclusion of the second
World War.

2. Synod appointed a secretary to give full time services to this new
field of activity, because of the tremendous amount of work resulting
from this sudden emergency.

3. Synod provided a salary for the secretary of the Canadian Imml-
gration Committee.
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4. Synod did not make provisions for a pension for this full-time em-
ployee.

As reasons for this omission of Synod we may suggest the following
possible explanations:

a. At the time of the appointment of the'secretary for immigration
Synod was not in a position to evaluate all the possibilities re labor and
remuneration that might arise due to this sudden emergency.

b. Synod, nor the Canadian Churches, nor the secretary himself gave
the matter of a pension for the secretary any official consideration due to
the press of all the other urgent activities of the Canadian Imm:gratlon
Committee.

c. No pension plan for this type of service being in existence, no auto-
matic arrangements for a possible pension were made.

5. The secretary has now rendered more than 16 years of full-time
faithful service to the immigration work of the: Christian Reformed
Church in Canada.

6. The secretary’s work is now become only a part-time job due to a
considerable decrease in immigration.

7. Synod  has declared “that the central office of the Immigration
Committee be continued,” and that the present secretary will still receive
$3,000 salary during 1964 as a part-time employee.

8.. The secretary is now past the age of 65.

Our OpINION

In view of the above facts your committee has arrlved at the followmg
opinion:

1. The Christian Reformed Church is under some moral obligation to
the secretary to provide him with some form of pension during the re-
maining years of his life.

2. This pension should be commensurate with the years of service he
has rendered.

3. Synod need not set up a pension plan for this type of service which
is of an emergency nature.

4, Synod will do well not to set a precedent re this matter as Iong as
another way for handling this matter is available.

RECOMMENDATIONS : )
Your committee recommends that Synod adopt the following:

1. A pension be allowed the secretary of the Canadian Immigration
-Committee commensurate with the years of service rendered.

2. This pension to be set at $300 annually beginning as of January 1,
1965. In case of death his present wife, in case she should survive her
husband, to receive $720 annually. . :
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These amounts have been obtained upon the basis of the following
calculations:

The annual salary of the secretary is;$4'-,500.
50% of this salary is $2,250. .
On the basis of 40 years of service the annual pension would be $2,250.

Sixteen years of service rendered by the secretary is two-fifths of 40
years.

Therefore, the annual pension would be two-fifths of $2,250, which is
$900. Four-fifths of this amount would be $720 for the widow.

- 3. "This pension to be paid out of the Synodical Expense Fund.
’ Respectfully submitted,

A. W. Schaafsma
J. D. Haalboom
John Ehlers, Secretary
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REPORT NO. 2
THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

To the Synod of 1964
EsSTEEMED BRETHREN :

On November 19 and 20, 1963, I attended as your representative the
various sessions of the Advisory Council of the American Bible Society
meeting in New York City. This was the 45th session of the Council,
the largest in its history with 137 representatives present from fifty-five
denominations. The meetings were inspiring, informative, and challeng-
ing, and I thank you for the opportunity you have given me to serve as
your representative,

“Sole Object”

We must remember first that the sole object of this organization as
stated by its hundred-and-forty-seven-year old constitution is ‘“‘to en-
courage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures without note or com-
ment.” No matter what the language, no matter whether rich or poor,
no matter where—the man or woman without the Scriptures is the so-
ciety's sole concern. Its one endeavor is to see that the person without
the Book has a chance to have it. The purpose is a simple one, but it
rests at the very center of the whole enterprise of Christ’s kingdom. That
it may remain simple and central there are many activities which the
society does not carry on. It is not a teaching organization. It does not
engage in “evangelistic work” in the limited sense of that phrase, though
its workers are ever selling the “good news.” It does not organize
churches. It does not undertake responsibility for expounding the Bible;
that is the duty of the church. The sole object of the society is to en-
courage a wider circulation of the Scriptures, and in the pursuit of this
one, great, simple, primary purpose we gladly cooperate with Christian
churches throughout the world and in our nation. Seven standing com-
mittees, including specialists in various fields, meet regularly to guide
the work of the society.

Highlights
It is impossible in this report to give anything near a complete report

on the work of the American Bible Society. Here are a few of the high-
lights of 1962:

Distributed at home and abroad 1,310,702 Bibles, 2,225,722 Tes-
taments, 15,587,727 Portions, and 12,385,670 Scrip-
tures, this circulation being in 299 languages and
dialects;

Issued to the Blind 62,663 Scriptures in Braille and on Talk-
ing Book records,
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Committed itself and its constituency to underwrite Secripture
- translation and distribution in 40 additional countries;

Assisted in the preparation of 122 language publication
projects, 67 of which were completed in 1962;

" Completed construction on the Mexico Bible House, which was
: dedicated on January 19, 1963.

In offering men the eternal Word of God, the American Bible Society
shares with them the saving power which alone can redeem lives from
destruction. Our unfinished task is to enable all men everywhere to hear
and read the redemptive words of God in their own tongues.

The world need for the Scriptures could be documented at length but
a few brief examples may be sufficient. In Northern India it is estimated
that 40 years ago there was one Portion of Scripture available for every
10 literates, while today there is one portion for approximately every 300
a few brief examples may be sufficient. In Northern India it is estimated
that there are 700 languages spoken in Africa; yet the whole Bible has
only been translated into 59. In eleven countries of Africa, there is not
yet a whole Bible available in any vernacular. Latin America’s needs for
the Scriptures are being met slightly more adequately because of a vigor-
ous program by the society. In the United States the need is also critical,
for only about half of the Scripture requests from chaplains in the
Armed Forces at home and abroad can be granted. Less than 25% of
the requests from prison chaplains, migrant workers, and hospital chap-
lains can be granted.

The American Bible Society distribution has increased from 16 million
copies in 1958 to 31 million copies in 1962 at home and abroad. The
society is providing much of the leadership and more than half of the
cost of a United Bible Society program to increase annual world distri-
bution by Bible societies from 51 million in 1962 to 150 million by 1966.
The society will observe its 150th anniversary in 1966 and is seeking to
reach a total distribution of 75 million Scriptures by that time. The
society has done excellent work in the field of translations under the
leadership of Dr. Eugene A, Nida. Dr. Dale C. Recker, who lost his
sight fifteen years ago, has accepted the call to be Secretary for the Blind.
Hundreds of new literates in expanding populations in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America have been introduced to the Scriptures in new attractive
formats.

Conclusion

The work of the American Bible Society, in the service of the Chris-
tian church, is so vast that it can be barely highlighted in this report.
The society urgently needs the whole-hearted support of the churches in
our denomination in attempting to reach its goal—75 million Scriptures
by 1966. During 1962 our churches supported this work with $9,310.39
in gifts. The goal for next year is an increase of 10%, or $10,241.43.
God’s Word is needed more than ever for our new age. I humbly ask
you, thereforé, in the light of the above report, to recommend the
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American Bible Society to our churches for renewed and increased moral
and- financial support. We must plan and pray, give and go! May we
not _fa'}l_ this challenge! : . .
- e " Humbly submitted,
.. Willard Van Antwerpen
-Bynodical Representative
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L  REPORT NO, § L
ECUMENICITY AND INTER:CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE
To the Synod of 1964 o i o

ESTEEMED BRETHREN ;

T e et s e e o St e o et o 1,

The report ‘of this committee falls under the foliowing five heads: Re-
formed Ecumenical Synod, Matters Referred by Synod 1963, Korea,
Ecumenical Investigations, Committee Membership. o '

Rerormep EcuMeNIcal SyNoD

- The Reformed Ecumenical Synod of 1963 is now’a matter of history.
Its Acts, copies of which have been distributed to the churches, speak
for themselves. The concerns of the R.E:S. will now be cared for by its
own permanent secretary, Dr. Paul G. Schrotenboer of Hamilton, On-
tario, to whom all matters pertaining to the R.E.S. should be referred.

. "Your committee, in its capacity as the committee on arrangements for
the R.E.S,, received a number of letters of appreciation from delegates
and the churches they represented, for the hospitality extended to them
while they were guests of the Christian Reformed Church. These letters
were also referred to the secretariat of the R.E.S. :

- Somewhat over $15,000 was contributed by churches and individuals

to the special fund from which traveling expenses were paid to delegates
from financially weak member churches of the R.E.S. A little over $6,000
has not been used for that purpose and awaits the disposition of Synod.
Your committee recommends that it be held in reserve for the use of the
church in its further ecumenical effort. There are, for example, regional
study committces of the R.E.S. which will have to be brought together
for meetings. Your committee has also begun preliminary consideration
of the feasibility of a regional Reformed Ecumenical Synod as suggested
by the R.E.8. of 1963. - ' : -

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE SyNoD oF 1963

" A. Report of Commitice oon Closer Relationship with the O.P.C.

- Supplement No. 23, Acts of Synod, 1963, pages 274-282 was referred
to our committee without specific instructions as to what such referral
implies. The report had requested Synod to “restudy and reconsider the
authority which is now ascribed to our major assembles” Rev. N.
Robert Prins, chairman of the committee on closer relations with the

O.PC., in a letter in January, 1964, stated, and this was confronted by

a letter from Prof. Paul Woolley, that the committee felt that our study
committee on the revision of the Church Order should meet with a
similar committee of the O.P.C., in order to review the basic differences
between the two churches in matters of church polity, = o
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Our committee felt that it was not within our province to instruct
another committee of Synod to meet with a committee of another church,
and so we consulted the study committee on Church Order Revision to
ascertain their reaction to the suggestion of such a joint meeting,

Secretary Martin Monsma of the Church Order Revision Committee
replied in a letter to the effect that:

1.They felt it was their duty to produce the best possible revision of
the Church Order, without the pressure or interruption of having to con-
sider the feelings of brethren of other churches in the matter.

2. There are serious misunderstandings both of the principles of Re-
formed church polity and of Presbyterian church polity implied or stated
in the report No. 23. The clearing up of these misunderstandings and
the resolving of these differences, involve a study not only of the Church
Order, but of Articles 29-32 of the Belgic Confession, as well as the his-
torical development of the Church Order of Dordt as against the Pres-
byterian Form of Government and Book of Discipline.

Our committee recommends, therefore, that the matter be referred,
back to the committee on closer relations with the O.P.C. or that Synod
appoint a committee with the specific mandate to carry on such a study
and attempt to resolve the differences that exist. We do not feel that it
should interrupt or interfere with the revision of the Church Order.

B. Letter of the Canadian Reformed Church

The 1962 Synod of the Canadian Reformed Church, meeting at Ham-
ilton, Ontario, addressed a long letter to our Synod of 1963, which takes
serious exception to tendencies it sensed in the proposed revision of the
Church Order, and expresses desire to enter into “correspondence” with
our church. The term “correspondence” in their letter appears to mean
really the recognition as a full “sister church.” It is this desire, contained
in the first part of the letter, that is referred to our committee.

Brief interpretative review of the history involved:

The Christian Reformed Church has recognized De Gereformeerde
Kerken as a “sister church” for many years. During the second World
War, difficulty in De Gereformeerde Kerken led to a division. Each
group stoutly maintained that iz was the true and original G.K. Our
church continued to carry on what contact we could with De Gerefor-
meerde Kerken, taking no sides in the dispute which was commonly
looked upon as a matter concerning the internal affairs of a sister church,
in which we would not mingle or take sides unless we were required
to do so.

Our church never officially refused to give the “liberated” churches
a “hearing.” Fact is, we have never been asked officially to do so. The
only request to do so was not a proper one and never reached us. The
events were as follows:

In 1945 the Synod of the group that later called itself “De Gerefor-
meerde Kerken Onderhoudende K.O. Art. 31” sought simply to resume



PRI

»

oy i,

e T

|
i
fﬁ
'r-
g.
Sl .
|

Rt

REePorTs 11

the “sister church” relationship that had always existed between us and
De Gereformeerde Kerken, on the premise that it was really the true
“Gereformeerde Kerken.” It therefore invited our church to send dele-
gates to jts 1946 Synod. Our synodical committee replied, in effect, that
we could not send such delegates for two reasons: the invitation had
come too late to take such action, and that they, as, in fact, a new de-
nomination, had not yet established correspondence with our church.
This action of our synodical committee was approved by our Synod.

In 1946 the Synod of the new church, meeting in Groningen, sent a
more formal reply to our Stated Clerk, definitely requesting that their
case be heard and fairly judged. This request was, we judge, not really
a proper one. It was not an appeal to be judged by our ecclesiastical
authorities or by our Synod, which would meet in 1947, but was a re-
quest to arrange for their representatives to carry on speaking and preach-
ing tours among our churches in order to bring their case to the “court
of public opinion.” However, even this somewhat improper request did
not reach us because of the uncertain postal service of the time, so soon
after the war.

- Unofficially, word reached us that Prof. Dr. K. Schilder and Ds. D.
Van Dijk were coming to America to engage in speaking and preaching
tours. The synodical committee properly warned our churches that these
brethren were, in fact, deposed ministers of a sister church and hence
might not rightly be invited into our pulpits. Even then no express judg-
ment was made concerning the right of either group in the Netherlands.
In due time Prof. Dr. K. Schilder came alone. He did not contact our
Synod which met just prior to his coming. He did not appeal to our
ecclesiastical authorities, but attempted to identify himself with other ec-
clesiastical groups in this country, thus lessening the chances of an even-
tual cordial relationship between our two churches.

The First Reformed Ecumenical Synod in 1946 took the position that
there had been no departure from Scripture in doctrine or practice by
De Gereformeerde Kerken. The issues that separated the two groups in
the Netherlands also became a matter of interpretation of the relative
authority of major and minor authorities in church polity. We did not
say, nor do we say, as a church, that either De Gereformeerde Kerken or
De Gereformeerde Kerken Onderhoudende K.O. Art. 31 is a false church
and has no right of existence. We continue to hope and pray that the
division between them may be healed.

However, in the course of time it has become obvious that two churches
do, in fact, exist. Attempts were made to contact the Gereformeerde
Kerken Onderhoudende K.O. Art. 31, but to no avail. Again in 1956 an
invitation was extended to them to send delegates to our Centennial
Synod of 1957. An invitation was sent to send delegates to the Reformed
Ecumenica] Synod. An acceptance of such overtures would have helped
to establish better feeling, Imstead, none of these have so much as been
acknowledged.

That all this has resulted in nearly two decades of separation is regret-
table. But, in fairness, it must be said that it was largely because two
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groups each insisted that it was De Gereformeerde Kerken and that the
other was a false pretender. On that our church has 51mply declmed to
express a judgment. .

We recommend that Synod reply to the Canadian Reformed Ghurch
that if it, or the American Reformed Church or De Gereformeerde Ker-
ken Onderhoudende K.O. Art. 31 desire to acknowledge now that they
are a distinct denomination and wish to request correspondence on con-
temporary grounds, the door is open tosuch a request

Korea

More time has been spent by our committée in trying to see through
the tangled ecclesiastical situation in Korea and come to a clear and
definite recommendation to Synod, than any other single probléem. The
history of the Korean church has been reviewed before Synod on several
previous occasions. Suffice to say at this time, at the risk of over-simpli-
fication, that three strong Presbyterian bodies have emerged. The Han-
kook Semlnary group tends most toward theological liberalism, but is still
more conservative than “liberal” churches generally are in Arnerica. The
Tonghap - church is theologically conservative but cooperates with the
agencies of the World Council. of Churches although it has, so far, de-
clined to join the W.C.C. The Hapdong church is the most thoroughly
Reformed. Many of its leaders were trained at Westminster and Galvin
Seminaries. This Hapdong church has sacrificed much for its loyalty to
the Reformed faith. It broke away from the Tonghap church because
of its World Council affiliations,. thus losing. almost all of its help .from
American missionaries, from American church connections, and losing
heavily in school and seminary properties. A portion of this church was
helped for a time by our program of Korean Spiritual Relief. This
portion has now reunited with the rest of the Hapdong church, and al-
though the union appears to be somewhat stormy, it is centered around
truly Reformed principles, :

Fortunately, a member of our committee, Rev. Clarence Boomsma,
will be visiting” Korea during the time between the submission of this
report and the meeting of Synod. This trip by Rev.: Boomsma. will be at
no cost to the church. He will, however, report to us his impressions and
observations, and we hope to be able to present more 1nformat10n about
this complex situation in a supplementory report.

We recommend that Synod acknowledge the Hapdong Presbyter:an
church of Korea as a “correspondence” church.

Grounds:

1.- This church requests such acknowledgment

2. Th1s church is Reformed in creed and practice.

3. This church needs our moral support and, as circumstances penmt
may have to have our financial support as well, since it cannot otherwise
compete with the rival forces, Catholic, liberal and sectarian, whlch have
great sums of money to contribute to others in Korea. SR
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EcUMENICAL INVESTIGATIONS
As time permitted, your committee has’ contmued to'seek out 1nforma-

tion.about other Reformed churches. -

Following upon a valuable conference with Rev. Donald R. Wilson of

the. Evangelical Presbyterian Church, we have extended an invitation

through him to his church to become a “correspondence” church, -

We have made preliminary attempts.to confer similarly with Rev.
Jacob Tamminga of the Old Christian Reformed Church, but have not

_been able to arrange a time that was mutually suitable.

We have received the following request from Classis Sioux Genter,
meeting at Platte, S.D. Feb. 18, 1964.

“Classis Sioux Center requests the committee on Ecumenicity and Inter-Church
Correspondence to study the advisability of entering into fraternal relationship
with the Reformcd Church in the U.S.A. (Eureka Classis).

“Grou‘nd:

“1, Our classis has had repcated requests from this body to establish closer re-
lationships.

“2. Both bodies mlght proﬁt by a closer fellowship.

“3. Classis feels that this is 2 matter of denominational significance and there-
fore should begin in your committee.”

Your committee has requested its chairman, Dr, J. T. Hoogstra, its
secretary, Rev. Arnold Brink, and Rev. Leonard Stockmeier of Sheboy-
gan, Wisconsin, formerly a member of this Reformed Church in the U.S.
(Eureka Classm) to attend the meeting of this classis at Garner, Towa,
April 21-24 and make themselves available to preach in churches of the
classis on Sunday April 26. Results of this investigation we shall report
in our supplementary report to Synod.

CoMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Rev. Gerrit Hoeksema who was originally added to our committee
because of his special relationship to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod as
its temporary general secretary (subsequently he was appointed to a reg-
ular three-year term) found it impossible to meet with the committee in
October. At our December meeting he informed us by letter that he
could no longer feel needed on the ecumenicity committee.

We recommend that Synod accept the expressed desire of brother
Hoeksema with thanks for his services.

We recommend further that Synod make no appointment to replace
brother Hoeksema on the committee.

Reasons:

1. The situation that led to his original appointment no longer ob-
tains, since the R.E.S. has elected a permanent secretary.

2. The committee has five members which we deem to be adequate.
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REsuME oF MATTERS REQUIRING SYNODICAL AGTION :
1. Disposition of reserve funds (third par, under R.E.S.) .

2. Request of O.P.C. Committee (Last par. under A. under “Matters
referred by Synod™)

3. Reply to Canadian Reformed Church (Last par. under B. under
“Matters referred by Synod”)

4. Recommendation regarding Korean church (Last par. under
“Korea”) :

5. Rev. G. Hoeksema (Second and third par’s under “Committee
Membership™) : C
Humbly submitted,
Dr. ]J. T. Hoogstra, Chairman
Rev. Arnold Brink, Secretary
Rev. Clarence Boomsma
Dr. Ralph J. Danhof
Rev. Gerrit Hoeksema
Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema
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REPORT NO. 4
CALVIN CAMPUS SALE REPORT

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The Calvin Gampus Sale Committee which Synod appointed to “func-

tion with the Board of Trustees in the stipulation and negotiation of

terms for the sale of campus” wishes to report that:

I. We are continuing to meet from time to time in order to seek out
a prospective buyer and terminate the mandate of Synod of 1959 to “ar:
range and conclude a sale.” (Supplementary Report No. 28-A, II D. 5,
Pp--331, Acis of Synod, 1959.)

A, Much of the activity in campus sale matters during the past year
consisted of conversations with the authorities of two public education
groups interested in possible use of the campus. These groups had in-
dicated a slight interest in our property.

1. At the present time, the sale of our campus to the one group is an
unlikely possibility.

2. The authorities of the second group are mildly interested in our

.present campus. However, the matters of urban renewal and Federal Aid

enter into their considerations. If these factors become actualities there is
little or no possibility of a campus sales transaction with this group.

TII. In our meetings we considered the mandate of the Synod of 1963
“That Synod refer the Board of Home Missions, either singly or in co-
operation with other denominational agencies, to the Campus Sale Com-
mittee for possible negotiation and request them to report their findings
to the Synod of 1964.” (Article 45, G, p. 28, Acts of Synod, 1963)

A. At a meeting of the Campus Sale Committee held December 18,
1963. we reviewed the report of a luncheon meeting held December 3,
1963 at which denominational agency representatives were present to
discuss the possibilities of the Calvin Campus as a Denominational
Center.

1. As members of the Gampus Sale Committee we agreed to assign to
ourselves a review of all affiliated agencies, official and allied, who might
be interested in occupying space on the Franklin Campus.

2. We expressed our interest in the appraisal and review by the De-
nominational Committee for possible use of the Calvin Franklin Street
Campus, The Campus Sale Committee is eager to work with the De-
nominational Committee in arriving at a fair appraisal and possible use
of our Franklin Street Campus,

B. At a subsequent meeting of the Campus Sale Committee held
February 28, 1964 we noted that in a letter received from the Christian
Reformed Board of Home Missions dated January 31, 1964 the following
paragraph was pertinent to our future plans:
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“At our Executive Committee meeting of January 23, 1964 it was
reported that only two agencies (one with the Home Mission Board)
have provided any information for such long-range plans concerning
space and facilities. Inasmuch as time’ hmxts ‘have long been past it was
decided: , :

“1. that the Executive Secretary consult w1th the Campus Sale Com-
mittee to determine any response they may have or any reason for con-
tinuing the project, and

“2. if the Sale Committee has no further light on the pI‘O]eCt that we
withdraw the matter and so inform Synod of 1964.”

" C. The Campus Sale Committee is not convinced that we have ex-
hausted the possibilities of campus use by denominational dgencies. Con-
versations with officers of the R.B.I, Natiohal Union of " Christian
Schools, and other allied agencies lead us to believe that there i is merit
in continuing these contacts, ‘

'IIL From time to time there are continuing inquiries concerning the
purchase of our Franklin Street Campus. At the time of the writing ‘of
this report, we are in contact with a new group who have - shown a
marked interest in the purchase of this property:.

IV. The present Campus Sale Committee is constitutéd of Mr. Julius
Franklin Mellema, Vice President, National :Bank of Detroit; Mr, Jerry
‘De Nooyer, President, De Nooyer Chevrolet of Kalamazoo; Mr. Marvin
Muller, President, Muller Realty Company of Grand Rapids; Mr. Louis
Van Ess, Executive Director of the Christian Reformed World Relief
Committee; Mr. Richard Evenhouse, President, Garden City Enter-
prises, Chlcago advisory members: William Spoelhof Henry De Wit,
and Sydney Youngsma, of Calvin College.

V. In the light of the above information the Campus Sale Comm1ttee
recommends :

"A. That we continue to seek out and cultivate prospective purchasers
—mcludmg one or many of our denominational agencies—for our
Franklin Street Campus under the provisions and stipulations laid down
by successive Synods. :

B. That Synod continue the present committee for the year 1964765.

Respectfully submitted,
Jerry De Nooyer
Marvin Muller
Louis Van Ess

" Richard Evenhouse
William Spoelhof -
Henry De Wit ,
Sydney Youngsma, Secretary
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REPORT NO. 5
CHURCH HELP FUND, INC.

ESTEEMED BRETHREN

Herewith the Church Help Committee presents its report of the work
performed in aiding “weak. and needy” churches in their building pro-
grams for the year 1963.

During the year the committee bade farewell to its veteran secretary,
Rev. Leonard Bossenbroek, who had served the committee faithfully for
six years. An expression of thanks and appreciation is due Rev. Mr.
Bossenbroek for his many labors willingly performed. Rev. Gysbert
Rozenboom has taken up his labors on the committee and serves as its
new. secretary.

Some 23 churches offlc1ally made apphcatlon for aid from the Fund
in 1963, in addition to many other inquiries. After carefully considering
each application and other information submitted, loans were made to
19-congregations — which is the lowest number for some years. This has
eased the pressure on the Fund, and in the last months of the year, it
was possible to remit monies promptly to the applying churches. Further-
more, due to accelerated repayment of loans, as a result of Synod’s
prompting, there is presently no deficit. We are grateful for this response
of our churches.

The Synod of 1963 directed the Church Help Gomrmttee to pay
$10,000 to the Emmanuel’ Calgary church before October 1, 1963. This
has been done. The committee was also instructed to reevaluate the
complete financial picture of Emmanuel Calgary in regard to paying an
additional $10,000. This the committee has also carefully done. After
studying all pertinent facts, it was the opinion of the committee that the
$30,000, which this church has already loaned, is sufficient for its finan-
cial commitments. Hence no additional $10,000 was loaned.

Your committee has reminded the First Christian Reformed Church
of Montreal regarding the repayment. rule for funds received through

‘ soliciting the churches of our denomination. Article VIII of the Church

(‘

Help Fund By-laws states: I, under special circumstances, the
Synod of the Christian Reformcd Church shall authorize special gifts or
contributions to the aid of any particular congregation, such benefited
congregation shall be expected to repay the amount of such assistance
which it receives into the Church Help Fund in regular installments as
provided for churches obtaining loans from the fund...” (Acts 1962,
p- 369). First Montreal asserts that it is an exception to this rule, al-
though no such exception is mentioned in Synod’s decision (Acts 1961,
pp- 102, 103).. Synod’s ruling in this matter is respectfully requested.

The Church Help Committee has had a special meeting with a com-
mittee of .the Board of Home Missions relative to granting loans to Home
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Mission stations which have become organized churches, and which have
previously received substantial aid from the Home Mission Board in
their building programs. Although the Home Mission Board desired
closer cooperation in the initial erection of suitable buildings on the
fields, the Church Help Committee is of the opinion that it grant loans,
as money is available, only when the mission churches become organized
congregations. This will prevent two denominational funds from becom-
ing confused.

The following ﬁgures give a brief birds eye view of the financial con-
dition of the Church Help Fund, as of December 31, 1963,

Total receipts from repaid loans ........$ 193,218.70
New loans paid during 1963 ................ 145,000.00
Total loans outstanding —ceooeeevveeeeceeeenn. .. 2,091,977.54
Cash on hand .o 66,426.97

Your committee requests that Rev. G. J. Rozenboom, secretary of our
committee, and delegated to Synod by Classis Sioux Center, be consulted
on matters pertaining to the Church Help Fund.

Recommendations: '

1. That Rev. Peter Vander Weide be appointed to serve as a member
of this committee, to replace Rev. C. R, Veenstra, whose six-year term
expires in July 1964. : .

2. That Synod declare that the repayment rule, for funds received
through soliciting the churches of our denomination, is applicable to the
First Christian Reformed Church of Montreal (see rule above).

Humbly submitted,
C. R. Veenstra, Chairman
G. J. Rozenboom, Secretary
M. Wiersma, Treasurer

E. Duistermars
J. Vande Lune

Church Help Fund
Statement of Assets — December 31, 1963
Schedule A

Northwestern State Bank, ‘Orange City, Iowa
General Checking Account -

Balance on hand 12 December 1962 $ 71,590.00
Receipts: :
Repayment of Loans $192,132.46
Canadian exchange 1,081.24
Gift 5.00
—  $193.218.70

Total . -...$264,808.70
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$198,381.73

Less outstanding checks No, 840 ............ $

REePORTS

Disbursements; .
New loans $145,000.00
Northwestern State Bank Savings Account ... 50,000.00
U.S.—Canadian exchange 1,396.72
Administration expense 1,985.01
Cash on hand

Balance as per bank statement 12 Dec. 1963 .....ccoeuneeee $ 76,433.65

6.68
No. 847 10,000.00 10,006.68

$ 66,426.97

—_—

,_;-A"'""""‘—N’TT{%L4deEWW(S\(—\W)H‘MWW

CASH $ 66,426.97
Statement of Assets — December 31, 1963
Northwestern State Bank
Checking account $ 66,426.97
Savings account 50,000.00
Loans as per schedule 2,091,977.54
Montreal-Quebec — Denominational
solicitation to be repaid to GC.H.F, .ol 11,342.99
TOTAL ASSETS $2,219,747.50
A
}g Schedule B
"}\ Analysis — Loans Outstanding
Z Loans Outstanding Now Loans Qutstandin
E No. Church Dec. 31, 1962 Loans Repay  Dec. 31, 196!
f 1. Abbotsford, B.C. ........$ 7,975.00 § $ 606.25%  7,368.75
{ 2. Ackley, Towa ... 1,300.00 500.00 800.00
i 3. Acton, Ont, ... 12,187.50 906.25 11,281.25
¢ 4. Ada, Mich. ... 8,250.00 1,500.00 6,750.00
{ 5. Agassiz, B.C. ..... 10,000.00 500.00 9,500.00
i 6. Alameda, Cal. .. 3,600.00 800.00 2,800.00
) 7. Alamosa, Col, .eoeveeeeeee 2,450.00 700.00 1,750.00
5-‘/ 8. Allendale, Mich. - 2nd .. 1,000.00 1,000.00 none
| 9. Allison, Iowa - Bethel .. 2,151.00 150.00 2,001.00
£, 10. Alliston, Ont. ecceceeecenee 10,000.00 500.00 9,500.00
t’/ 11. Ann Arbor, Mich. ....... 12,500.00 700.00 11,800.00
v 12, Arcadia, Cal. ........ 4,620.00 620.00 4,000.00
M '13. Athens, Ont. ... 10,375.00 687.50 9,687.50
L 14. Aylmer, Ont. ..... 3,250.00 375.00 2,875.00
15. Barrhead, Alta. ... 2,737.50 2,737.50
16. Barrhead-Westlock, Alta. 5,000.00 525.00 4,475.00
17. Barrie, Ont. ..cccveeenenne 9,812.50 687.50 9,125.00
.18. Battle Creek, Mich. ... 3,250.00 500.00 2,750.00
19. Bauer, Mich. ..eeeieeee 7,000.00 2,000.00 5,000.00
© 20. Bejou, Minn, ..... . 2945.00 2,245.00
21. Belleville, Ont. ... 12,750.00 750.00 12,000.00
22, Bellevue, Alta. ... 2,400.00 600.00 1,800.00
23. Bemis, S.D. ...... 1,500.00 400.00 1,100.00
24, Bigelow, Minn. ... 4,550.00 325.00 4,225.00
25. Blenheim, Ont, ... 16,250.00 . 750.00 15,500.00
26. Bloomfield, Ont. ........... 9,500.00 500.00 9,000.00
27. Blyth, Ont. —eeeeeaeene 5,000.00 5,000.00
28. . Bowmanville, Ont. ...... 8,550.00 600.00 7,950.00
29, Bowness-Montgomery, Alta, 16,750.00 1,000.00 15,750.00
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. Cascade, Mich. .
. Cedar, Towa ..cceeeeceeceaes
. Cedar Springs, Mich, ..
. Chatham, Ont.
. Chilliwack, B.C. .........
. Chino, Cal. ...
. Cincinnati, Ohio .......
. Clara City, Minn. ........
. Clarkson, Ont, ............
. Clinton, Ont. ........
. Cobourg, Ont. ...
. Cochrane, Ont. ...........
. Collingwood, Ont, ........
. Columbus, O, - Olentangy
. Conrad, Mont. .............
. .Cornwall, Ont.
. Crookston, Minn,
. Crown Point, Ind. .......
. Cutlerville, Mich. - East
. Dearborn, Mich.
. Decatur, Mich.
. Delavan, Wis.
. Denever, Colo. - Fairview
. Denver, Colo. - Hillcrest
. Denver, Colo. -3rd ...
. Denver, Colo. - Trinity

. Drayton, Ont.
. Dresden, Ont. ...
. Duncan, B.C. ...
. Dundas, Ont. - Calvin ..
. Dunnville, Ont, .........
. East Martin, Mich. .....
. Edmonton, Alta. - 2nd
. Edmonton, Alta. - 3rd..
. Edmonton, Alta. -

. Edson, Alta. .....
. Emden, Minn. ..
. Emo, Ont. e

Loans Outstanding

Church

. Bozeman, Mont. ...... W
. Brampton, Ont. ............
. Brandon, Man, ........
. Brantford, Ont. ...........
. Britt, Iowa .ooceeeenenn
. Brockville, Ont. - Bethel
. Brooks, Alta, ...ccovereeane
. Brooten, Minn. .
. Burdett, Alta,
.Burlmgton, Ont. .coveeee
. Burnaby, B.C. ...........
. Byron Center, Mich. - 2nd.
. Cadillac, Mlch ............

. Caledonia, Mich. .
. Calgary, Alta, - Ist ...
. Calgary, Alta. - 2nd

Emmanuel ..................

West End .ccooeeeeee.

. Edmonton, Alta, -

Maranatha Beverly ...

. Edmonton, Alta. -

Ottewell oo

Dec. 31, 19

4,750.00
8,200.00
10,995.00
7,999.90
6,800.00
4,875.00
9,100.00
3,500.00
9,000.00

. 12,000.00

15,000.00
8,000.00
3,000.00

8,400.00

19,400.00
9.,750.00
2.275.00
5,000.00
8,012.70

11,714.58
1,500.00
1,200.00
5.300.00
8,737.50

8.337.50
13,750.00

8,650.55
11,400.00

4,000.00

3.059.15
8,562.50

425.00
9,500.00
6.500.00
7,890.00
6,805.96
2,150.00
3.325.00

15,000.00
5,500.00 -

9,650.00
8,400.00
8.375.00
12,200.00
15,000.00

15,000,00 -

1,875.00
7.200.00
7,800.00

12,875.00
8,562.50
15,347.40

10,000.00
8,525.00

New
Loans

5,000.00

10,000.00

5,000.00

Loans Outstanding
Repay Dec 31, 196
. 650.00 '4.100.00
. 700.00 7 500.00
706.25 10 288.75
937.50 7,062.40
500.00 6,300.00
375.00 4,500.00
1,100.00 8,000.00
700.00 2,800.00
9 000.00
© 625.00 11 375 00
750.00 14- ,250.00
500.00 7 ,500.00
1,000.00 2 000 00
5 000 00
600.00 7,800.00
. . 29,400.00
" '1,000.00 8,750.00
) 400.00 1,875.00
250,00 4,750.00
. 1,350.00° 6,662.70
1,020.87 10,693.71
. 1,500.00
1,200.00
325.00 4.975.00
8,737.50
543.75 7,793.75
750.00 13,000.00
531.25 8,119.30
400.00 11,000.00-
250.00 3,750.00
. .850.00 -2,209.15
625.00 . 7.937.50
: 425,00
500.00 9,000.00
500.00 6,000.00
2,025.00 5,865.00
431.58 6,374.38
1,075.00 1,075.00
175,00 ... 3,150.00
1,500.00 13,500.00
- 500.00 5,000.00
. 800.00 8,850.00
600.00 7,800.00
625.00 - 7,750.00
743.75 11,456.25
- 15; 000 00
15 000.00
1,875.00 - . none
600 00 6,600.00
2,500.00 5,300.00
135.93 12,739.07
625.00 . 7,937.50
.250.00 - 4,750.00
1,750.00 - . 13,597.40
1,000.00 . 9,000.00
525.00 . . 8,000.00
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Co LoansOutstanding :  New LoansOutstandm
/ No. Church Dec. 31, 1962 - . Loans Repay 6§
{‘ 86. Escalon, Cal. ..ccccmnenne.. 13,625.00 . . 500.00 13 125.00
¢ 87. Escondido, Cal. 6,750.00 *1,500.00 5,250.00
' 88. Essex, Ont. coceiloemeeeeee 12,465.00 - - 1,320.00 11,145.00
E 89. Estelline, S.D. 4.450.00 . - 250.00 4,200.00
90.. Everson, Wash. 2,000.00 - - 800.00 1,200.00
{ 91. Exeter, Ont. oeeeeen 13,500.00 - 500.00 13,000.00
92. Forest, Ont. feeeeeeeceeanene 12,375.00 . 12,375.00
¢ 93. Fort Lauderdale, Fla. .. 9,000.00 1,500.00 7,500.00
k 94, Ft. William, Ont. ... 8,087.50 750.00 7,337.50
2 ‘95, Framingham, Mass. .... 9,500.00 9,500.00
E 96. Fremont, Mich. - Trinity  7,500.00 1,500.00 6,000.00
97. Fruitland, Ont. emnee 6,862.50 - 506.25 6,356.25
i 98. Fruitport, Mich. _....... 6,500.00 5,000.00 500.00 11,000.00
i 99. Fulton, Il - Bethel ...... 5,000.00 3,500.00 1,500.00
100. Galt, Ont. - 15,000.00 15,000.00
b 101. Gary, Ind. 13,100.00 750.00 12,350.00
) 102, - Georgetown, Ont, 14,250.00- 75000  13.500.00
i 103. Goshen, Ind. 4,000.00 10,000.00 500.00 13,500.00
104. ‘Goshen, N.Y, 3,000.00 - 500.00 2,500.00
105: Grand Raplds, Mich. "
[ Arcadia’ cweleeeeeeee 14,250.00 916.66 13,333.34
g 106. G.R., Mich. -/Calvary .. 13,000.00 1,500.00 11,500.00
& 107. G.R., Mich, - Grace .... - 5,000.00 5,000.00
108. G.R.. Mich. - Ideal Park 10,000.00 10,000.00
[ 109. G.R., Mich. - Immanuel 750.00 750.00
i 110. GR,, Mich. Millbrook 6,000.00 500.00 5,500.00
P 111.-G.R., Mich. - - -
§ - Plymouth Heights .  1,500.00 375.00 1,125.00
[ 112 G.R., Mich. : Riverside  11,300.00 1,900.00 9,400.00
! 113. GR., Mich.,
¢ ‘ Roger Hexghts ............ 8,500.00 500.00 8,000.00
4 114, G.R., Mich. 36th St. .... 6,000.00 500.00 5,500.00
? 115. Grandwllc Mich. - Hanley 5,000.00 5,000.00
L 116. Grandwlle Mich. - South 6,500.00 500.00 6,000.00
v 117. Granum, Alta. ... 5,275.00 - 1,000.00 4,275.00
N 118. Grimsby Beach, Ont..... ~15,000.00 15,000.00
ﬁ 119. Guelph, Ont. ..ccc...... 13,005.00 o 13,005.00
5 120. Halifax, Nova Scotia .... 5,000.00 250.00 4,750.00
1 121.4Hamxlwn Ont., - ,
© 7 Immanuel e 15,500.00 - 250.00 15,250.00
4 122! Hamllton, Ont, - .
(4 1 Mt. Hamilton oo 9,050.00 600.00 8,450.00
123. Hammond, Ind. .. 13, 1775.00 725.00 13,050.00
& 124, Hancock, ,Minn. . 9, 1625.00 500.00 9,125.00
l_ 125. Haney, B.C." ..... ~ 7.500.00 637.50 6.,862.50
L 126. Hartley, Iowa ... . 3, 600 00 10,000.00 75.00 13,525.00
; 127. Hawarden, Iowa ... '251.65 . 251.65
\ 128. High River, ‘Alta. ....... 12,500.00 . 500.00. 12,000.00
! 129, Hills, Minn, .cceiieees 5,000.00 1,000.00 4,000.00
)\ 130. Hobokcn b [, R 3,600.00 700.00 2,900.00
131. Holland, Mich. - Calvary 10,000.00 10,000.00
B 132._‘Holland Mich, - Calvin 7,500.00 . 500.00 - 7,000.00
] 133. Holland, Mich, - L
! " " Holland Heights ........ 4,375.00 - 4,375,00 none
134. Holland, Mich. - ) ‘
T Maranatha e 9,000.00 - 1,000.00 - 8,000.00-
1354,Holland Mich, - ]
- Park Ghu_rch ............ 6,000.00 - 500.00 5,500.00
136. Holland, Mi; - 104-0 00 . .- 150.00 = 890.00
137.” Hollandalc, Mitn, ... 950000 ’ " 7 500.00 ° 9,000.00-
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Loans Outstanding ‘New Loans Outstandm

No. Church Dec. 31, 1962 Loans Repay g
138. Holland Center, S.D. .. 5,431.02 500.00 4931 02
139. Holland Maysh, Ont. .... 7,688.44 500.00 7,188.44
140. Houston, B.C, .ooooooo.... 4,750.00 ‘ 1,250.00 3,500.00°
141. Ingersoll, Ont. oeerueeeeee 14,240.00 14,240.00
142. Iron Springs, Alta. ...... 8,955.00 - 1,287.50 7,667.50
143. Jackson, Mich, ... 4,750.00 250.00 4,500.00
144, Jarvis, Ont. cceeeeereeeee 5,750.00 600.00 5,150.00
145, Jenison, Mich.

Baldwin St. oo 13,000.00 - 3,000.00 10,000.00
146. Jenison, Mich. - Trinity 3,750.00 250.00 3,500.00
147. Kalamazo0, Mich. - :

Knollwood  .occecemeneee. 2,600.00 . 200.00 2,400.00
148. Kalamazoo, Mich. - :

Prairie Edge .....o..... 12,250.00 750.00 11,500.00
149. Kalamazoo, Mich. -

Westwood  cooceeeeeeee. 5,500.00 500.00 5,000.00
150. Kemptville, Ont. .......... 2,800.00 2,800.00
151. Kenora, Ont. eveereeee 4,500.00 250.00 4,250.00
152, Kentville, N.§. . 10,000.00 10,000.00
153. Kingston, Ont. ceeeeee 8,000.00 750.00 7,250.00
154. Kitchener, Ont, .......... 8,562.50 656.25 7,906.25
155. Lacombe, Alta. - ist ... 3,275.00 - - 700.00 2,575.00
156. Lacombe, Alta.- Bethel 13,000.00 750.00 12,250.00
157. Ladner, B.C. 11,000.00 © 625.00 10,375.00
158. Langley, B.C. .c.cccooeeeee. 9,672.50 - 1,037.50 8,635.00
159. Lansing, Mich. 375.00 ‘ 375.00 none
160. Leamington, Ont, ........ 3,150.00 3,000.00 150.00
161. Le Mars, Iowa ocerceeen- 6,000.00 500.00 5,500.00
162. Lethbridge, Alta, 8,500.00 700.00 7,800.00
163. Lindsay, Ont. 14,675.50 775.00 13,900.50
164. Listowel, Ont. 15,000.00 500.00 14,500.00
165, Lodi, N.J. ... 4,250.00 4,250.00 none
166. London, Ont. ... 5,312.50 : 387.50 4,925.00
167. Lucknow, Ont. ..cecemeee 9,000.00 450.00 8,550.00
168. Luverne, Minn. ......... 7,875.00 1,250.00 . 6,625.00
169. Maple Heights, Ohio .. 8,000.00 8,000.00
170. Medicine Hat, Alta, ...  13,500.00 750.00 12,750.00
171. Midland Park, N.J. -

Irving Park ... 7,000.00 500.00 6,500.00
172. Miami, Fla. ...... 8,000.00 1,000.00 7,000.00
173. Milwaukee, Wis, 4,350.00 350.00 4,000.00
174. Minneapolis, Minn. - 1st 6,100.00 2,866.17 3,233.83
175. Minneapolis, Minn. - .

Calvary .ooeoveeeee 5,000.00 250.00 4,750.00
176. Monroe, Wash, .co.c... 4,050.00 450.00 3,600.00
177. Montreal. Quebec . 30,000.00 30,000.00
178. Morrison, Il .o 2,000.00 250.00 1,750.00
179. Mountain Lake, Minn. 2,143.75 168.25 1,975.50
180. Mount Vernon, Wash. - 1st 9,000.00 1,500.00 7,500.00
181. Muskegon, Mich, - :

©  Bluffton oo 5,150.00 350.00 4,800.00

182. Muskegon, Mich. - ) ‘

(€ 12,775.00 275.00 12,500.00
183. Navon, Ont, e 8,800.00 8,800.00
184, Neerlandia, Alta. 3,750.00 500.00 3,250.00
185. New Liskeard, Ont. ... 13,100.00 - 900.00 12,200.00
186. Newmarket, Ont. 15,000.00 - - .15,000.00
187. New Rlchmond Mlch 4,500.00 . 500.00 - = 4,000.00
188, Newton, N.J. reeeeeeene 4,250.00 . 625.00 - 3,625.00

189. New Westtnmstcr, B.C. 8,737.50 - 600.00 ..8,137.50
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Loans Outstanding New Loans Outstandin
No. Church Dec.. 31, 1962 Loans Repay Dec. 31, 196
190. Niagara Falls-Stamford,
Ont.  cccvemmeceeemaeecennene 14,750.00 1,500.00 13,250.00
191. North Haledon, N.J. .. 15,300.00 1,200.00 14,100.00
192. Oak Forest, Ill. - Hope 15,000.00 15,000.00
193. Ogilvie, Minn, .w..coceeree 11,400.00 1,000.00 10,400.00
194, Ontario, Cal. ... 6,000.00 500.00 5,500.00
195. Oostburg, Wis. - Ist ... 1,000.00 1,000.00 none
196. Orangeville, Ont. ... 11,985.00 500.00 11,485.00
197. Orillia, Ont. wocecrveeccaee 15,000.00 250.00 14,750.00
198. Oshawa, Ont. oo 13,312.50 750.00 12,562.50
199. Oskaloosa, Iowa - Bethel 6,400.00 550.00 5,850.00
200. Ottawa, Ont, ..ocerreeecrrae 11,350.00 1,225.00 10,125.00
201. Owen Sound, Out. ...... 4,375.00 637.50 3,737.50
202. Palos Heights, IIl. ... 9,300.00 700.00 8,600.00
203. Paramus, N.J. s 4,750.00 250.00 4,500.00
204. Parchment, Mich. ....... 8,500.00 500.00 8,000.00
205. Peers, Alta, .o 8,437.50 5,000.00 1,125.00 12,312.50
206. Pella, Iowa - Calvary.... 3,750.00 250.00 3,500.00
207. Pembroke, Ont. - Zion.. 9,875.00 687.50 9,187.50
208. Peterbomugh Ont, ... 14,600.00 550.00 - 14,050.00
209. Phoenix, A1z, oo 3,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00
210. Pine Creek, Mich. ....... 3,000.00 1,300.00 1,700.00
211. Pipestone, Minn. .......... 6,000.00 500.00 5,500.00
212. Plainfield, Mich, ........ 5,950.00 425.00 5,525.00
213. Port Alberni, B.C. ........ 4,700.00 500.00 4,200.00
214, Port Arthur, Ont. ........ 15,000.00 15,000.00
215. Portland, Mich, ... 3,000.00 3,000.00
216. Port Williams, N.S. .... 5,000.00 5,000.00
217. Preakness, N.J. - 1,000.00 1,000.00 none
218. Randolph Wis. - 2nd .. 3,000.00 3,000.00
219. Raymond, Minn. ........ 1,695.00 375.00 1,320.00
220. Red Deer, Alta. ....ccceeee 8,062.50 562.50 7,500.00
221, Redlands, Cal, - 2nd.... 12,250.00 1,675.00 10,575.00
222. Regina, Sask. ... 15,000.00 15,000.00
223. Renfrew, Ont. . 13,500.00 750.00 12,750.00
224. Richmond, B.C. 11,000.00 1,500.00 9,500.00
225. Rock Rapids, Iowa ...... 6,095.00 800.00 5,295.00
226. Rock Valley, Iowa -
[OF:1 /3 —— 1,500.00 1,000.00 500.00
227. Rocky Mt. House, Alta 7,851.50 726.50 7,125.00
228. Roseville, Mich, -

. Immanuel ... 7,500.00 750.00 6,750.00
229. Saginaw, Mich. .. 6,744.80 875.00 5,869.80
230. San Diego, Cal. 2,250.00 10,000.00 550.00  11,700.00
231. San Jose, Cal. 5,010.00 3,480.00 1,530.00
232. Sarnia, Ont. - Ist . 8,250.00 1,000.00 7,250.00
233. Sarma Ont. - 2nd. ..... 8,650.00 650.00 8,000.00
234, Saskatoon, Sask. - Bethel 13,500.00 1,250.00 12,250.00
235, Seattle, Wash, - Ist ... 8,800.00 775.00 8,025.00
236. Seattle, Wash. - Calvary  11,750.00 750.00 11,000.00
237. Sheboygan, Wis. - Calvin 12,000.00 750.00 11,250.00
238. Sibley, Iowa .oeoeeeeee. 2,750.00 460.00 2,290.00-
239. Simcoe, Ont. ...... 13,000.00 1,000.00 12,000.00
240. Sioux City, Iowa 13,200.00 900.00 12,300.00
241. Sioux Falls, S.D, 450.00 450.00 none
242, Smithers, B.C. ..... 9,350.00 1,605.00 7,745.00
243. Srmthers&Telkwa "B.C. 4,500.00 250.00 4,250.00
244, South Bend, Ind. ... 2,831.68 1,129.93 1,701.75
245. Springdale, Ont. ......... 11,936.26 936.26 11,000.00
246. St. Catharines,. Ont. .... 7,462.50 637.50 6,825.00
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: : Loans Qutstanding New Loans Outstandin,
No. Church Dee. 31, 1962 Loans Repay - Dec. 31, 196
247. Stratford, Ont. .. 10,000.00 10,000.00
248. Stratroy, Ont. .... 6,700.00 . 500.00  6,200.00
249."St. Thomas, Ont. 11,837.50 762.50 11,075.00
250.' Sun Valley - Cal. - Bethel -9,500.00 - 750.00 8,750.00
251, Surrey, B.C. .. 5,000.00 250.00 4,750.00
252 ‘Sussex, N.J. .... 5,175.00 575.00 . 4,600.00
253. Taber, Alta. ... 8,171.85 - 512.50 . 7,659.35
254, Telkwa, B.C. 6,000.00 -375.00 5,625.00
255, Terrace, B.C. 10,500.00 ’ 625.00 9,875.00
256. Terra Cela, NC. oo 4,890.00 595.00 4,295.00
257. 'Toronto, Ont. - st . 5,150.00 ‘ 450.00 4,700.00
258. Toronto, Ont. - ond 750.00 13,500.00
. (Weston) .................... 14,250.00
259, Toronto, Ont. - Annette 3,337.50 : ) 3,337.50
260. Tracy, Iowa ... 3,750.00 250.00 3,500.00
261, Transcona, Man, .. 4,250.00 - 250.00 4,000.00
262. Trenton, Ont. - Ebenezer 7,575.00 600.00 6,975.00
263. Truro, Nova Scotia .... 9,500.00 500.00 9,000.00
264. Tucson, Ariz, - Bethel ..  22,500.00 . 1,250.00 21,250.00
265. Tyler, Minn. .coceoeeees 405.00 45.00 360.00
266. Vancouver, B.C. - Ist .. 4,500.00 1,000.00 3,500.00
267. Vancouver, B.C. - Bethel 8,957.81 520.31 8,437.50
268. Vauxhall, Alta. .......... 4,250.00 4,250.00
269, Victoria, B.C. .ccoeee.ene. 11,100.00 600.00 10,500.00
270. Vogel Center, Mich, ... 6,000.00 - 1,000.00 5000 00
271. Wallaceburg, Ont, ... 11,887.50 762.50 1, ,125.00
272. Washington, D.C. ........ 465.00 192.50 972,50
273, ‘Wayland, Mich. ........ 7,500.00 '7,500.00
274. Welland Junction, Ont. 10,000.00 5,000.00 500.00  14,500.00
275. Wellandport, Ont. ........ 8,125.00 625.00 7,500.00
276. Western Springs, I, ... 4,875.00 750.00 4,125.00
277. Westlock, Alta. ... 2,787.50 2,787.50
278. Wheaton, I, ............ 4,500.00 500.00 4,000.00
279. Williamsburg, Ont. ... 10,000.00 625.00 9,375.00
280. Willmar, Minf. ... 9,500.00 500.00 9,000.00
281. 'Wlnmpcg, Man. ..... 6,500.00 - 1,300.00 5,200.00
282. Woodstock, Ont. 6,399.50 800.00 5,599.50 .
283. Wyoming, Ont. ..... 8,712.50 © 662.50 8,050.00
284. York, Ont. —...icoveiernenes 5,000.00 5,000.00 500.00 9,500.00
285, Zceland Mich. - Bethel 3,500.00 - 500.00 -3,000.00.
286. Zillah, Wash._ ................ 2,625.00 450.00 2,175.00
TOTALS. .eeecnrenes $2,139,110.00 $145,000.00 $192,132.46 $2,091,977.54
Montreal-Quebec
Denominational solicitation to be repaid to-
Church Help Fund as per Article VIII of by-laws ..oeereorereecees $11,342.99
SUMMARY
Balance on hand December 31, 1962 . eemreeree e eeareiani ~.$ 71,590.00
Receipts: :
Loan repayment - Schedule B : $192,132.46
U.S.-Canadian exchange - Schedule A .....coceveveeneneee 1,081.24
Gift - Schedule A . . 5.00
$193,218.70

TOTAL o ST
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b Disbursements:
k New loans - Schedule B -$145,000.00
U.S.—Canadian exchange - Schedule A...ooecmreicreanaes 1,396.72
Administration expense . 1,985.01
Northwestem State Bank - Savings account 50,000.00
“ ' . $198,381.73
Cash on hand December 31, 1963 .. RN e 66,426.97
TOTAL . . e se e aen . $264,808.70

" Administration Expense - Schedule C

Total administration expense .......... : $ 1,985.01
(Ttemized Accounts Avallab]c) '

I have examined the records of the Church Help Fund of the Christian, Re-
formed Church, Orange City, Iowa, as of December 31, 1963, and the related
staternents of income and expenses for the year then ended.

P s

Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted audltmg
standards and, accordingly, included such tests of the accountmg records and
such other audltmg procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.

Our report on the examination is hcreWLth presented togcthcr with the state-
ments as follows:

Exhibit “A” Staternent of Assets—Analysis Cash in Bank
“B” Loans Qutstanding

“G” Detail list of expenses and summary of expenses
The balance in the Northwestern State Bank of Orange City, Iowa, was recon-
ciled with the records of the Church Help Fund of Orange City of the Christian
Reformed Church. The balance as of December 31, 1963, was certified to by
H. V. Rowenhorst, Executive Vice President. .

The savings account balance in the amount of $50,000, in the Northwestern
State Bank, Orange City, lowa, was certified by H. V. Rowenhorst, Executive
Vice President. Rate of interest 3%.

I have examined the Fidelity Bond carried with the American Surety Company
of New York, Bond. No. 12-558-086, made payable to the Church Help Fund,
Inc., of the Christian Reformed Church, for $75,000, on Marion Wiersma, Treas-
urer, effective March 9, 1960, a continuous bond, $150.00 premium paid on
January 16, 1963, for year ended January 19, 1964.

In our opinion, subject to the above comments, the accompanying balance sheet
and related statements of the income and expenses present fairly the financial
position of the Church as of December 31, 1963, and the results of its operations
for the year then ended. In conformity with:generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. :

A e, e N e e gyt e e Ny e R e e e e

Respectfully subinitted? .

Cora M. Hilger
Towa License No. 58 -

N
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REPORT NO. 6

THE STATUS OF MISSIONARIES, CHAPLAINS, BIBLE
TEACHERS ETC. AT ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

Your committee was appointed by the Synod of 1962, “To study the
matters presented in Overtures Nos. 16 and 29 (Acts 1962, pp. 488, 495)
re status of missionaries and other ministers serving in other than regular
pastorates, and their relationship to major assemblies.” The Overtures
read as follows:

“Classis Rocky Mountain overtures Synod to make a clear pronouncement re-
garding the status of chaplains, home missionaries, foreign missionaries, ordained
Bible teachers, as it relates to their function at major ecclesiastical assemblies.

Grounds:

1. No uniform practice is at present evident.

2. Synod has never clearly formulated their status at ecclesiastical assemblies.

3. This problem is becoming acute in our classis.

4. Uniformity of polity on this matter is advisable.”

Classis Rocky Mountain,
A. Disselkoen, S. C.

“QClassis Grandville overtures the Synod of 1962 to instruct its Church Order
Revision Committee to study the matter of the status of ministers of the Christian
Reformed Church now serving in other than regular pastorates, with respect to
representation and holding office in ecclesiastical assemblies.

Grounds:

1. Because of the large number of our ministers who are not serving in a regular
pastorate.

2. Because in the present Church Order there is no definite regulation governing
this matter.”
Classis Grandville,
Rev. S. A, Werkema, S. C.

I. HisTorY

Since the Synod of 1926 the Christian Reformed Church has struggled
with this matter, at least in limited form, as it pertained to missionaries.
At that Synod Classis California requested the church to express itself
on the status of missionaries- on the Indian field in relation to classis.
Two years later a similar request appeared from two classes to define the
status of Home Missionaries at classical assemblies.

This resulted in a study comunittee report to the Synod of 1930. (Acts,
p.p. 144-146) Synod adopted the statement of the committee concerning
the status of missionaries in foreign fields: “Such missionaries have the
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same status as all our ministers, being officially pastors of the churches
which called and sent them.” This Synod further adopted the advice
of the study committee, “. .. to appoint a committee whose task it shall
be to thoroughly revise our Mission Order...” Relative to the status
of home missionaries, the study committee also recommended that the
following statement be added to Art. 42 of the Church Order: “It is
within the jurisdiction of each classical assembly to grant the privilege
of membership to its home missionaries.” Synod rejected this recom-
mendation. In its place it decided the following: “That Synod attach
the following to Article 41: In re delegating home missionaries to clas-
sical assemblies: ‘

a) Wherever possible, a home missionary should be connected, as
minister, with one of the congregations which he serves, in order that it
may delegate him to the classical assemblies;

b) In the event it is not possible for a home missionary to be delegated
to classical assemblies as stated in a) above, it is within the jurisdiction
of classis, by way of exception to Art. 41, to grant a home missionary,
when delegated by a church together with its minister and an elder, the
privilege of membership in the classical assembly.

Reasons:

(1) Art. 33 requires that members shall have credentials signed by
those sending them;

(2) Art. 41 states that the classical meetings shall consist of neigh-
boring churches that delegate. (The conflict with Art. 84 is more ap-
parent than real.)”

In 1939, Classis Illinois overtured Synod to adopt the following: “That
the matter of delegating a home missionary to classis in which he has his
official status be regarded as covered by Article 42 of our Church Order

« rather than by the synodical decision of 1930 under Article 41, C.0.”

Synod reaffirmed the decision of 1930, adding that it “applies also to
missionaries in the new sei-up of Home Missions.” (Acts 1939, Art. 91,
p-78).

In 1954 Synod received an overture from the Alpine Ave. consistory
to alter the 1930 decisions pertaining to home missionaries being seated
at classical meetings. Synod appointed a committee, “to study the ad-
visability of altering the decision of the Synods of 1930 and 1939 con-
cerning the status of home missionaries at classical assemblies.” (Acts
1954, Art. 109, pp. 56, 57)

The Synod of 1956, upon recommendation of its study committee,
decided to “eliminate Rule (b) of the decision of 1930 with its grounds,”
giving as its reason, “The rule contradicts Art. 84 and 41 of the Church
Order.” Rule (a) of the decision of 1930 was retained.

In answer to the request of Classis Rocky Mountain for clarification,
the 1957 Synod declared: “That when a home missionary labors in an
organized church — although officially not connected with this con-
gregation, but with the church that called and commissioned him — he
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may, with approval of his calling church and at the request of the church
in whose midst he labors, represent said church at major ecclesiastical
assemblies.” (Acts 1957, Art. 142, p. 84). This ruling was applied to
Indian and foreign missionaries by the Synod of 1958. (Acts, p. 96) The
Synod- of 1957 also decided, as a result of a study committee report on
“Branch Churches” that: “Syned recognize the authority of the mis-
sionary, in consulting with and by permission of those supervising his
work, to receive professions of faith and to administer the sacraments
to members of the church, though these have not yet been organized into
self-governing congregations.” (Acts 1937; Art. 170, p. 100)

The 1962 Synod received two overtures pertaining to the status of mis-
sionaries and other ministers serving in other than regular pastorates,
and their relation to major assemblies. As a result of this, your present
study committee came into being and herewith submits its report.

JI. ANavLysis AND Discussion

‘From the overtures it appears to your committee that there are two
areas involved in the question of the status of ministers serving in other
than regular pastorates. The one is Representation at the major as-
semblies. The other area is Functions within or for the major assemblies.
We shall consider the question as it pertains to these areas in the above
mentioned order.

-A. Representation at the Major Assemblies

In considering the matter of representation at or membership in the
major assemblies, the question with which we are dealing lies in the
sphere of the organizational and institutional aspect of the church. We
are not speakmg of the church as an organism, but as an organlzatlon
or an mstltutmn Our concern is proper membershlp n or representatlon
at our major assemblies, ie. Classis and Synod. And this is, strictly
speaking, a matter of the church as an organization,

In view of the fact that membership in the classical assembly is rec-
ognized as prerequisite for membership in Synod, we direct our inquiry
particularly to the matter of membership in the classical gathering, under-
standing that what is said concerning classical representation is, as a rule,
true for synodical representation as well. The Church Order defines a
classis as follows in Art. 41: “The. classical meetings shall consist of neigh-
boring churches that respectively delegate, with proper credentials, a
minister and an elder to meet at such a time and place as was determined
by the previous classical meetings...” The proposed revised Church
Order states in Article 41: “A classis shall consist of a group of neigh-
boring churches...” Art. 42 adds, “The consistory of each church shall
delegate a minister and an elder to the classical meeting . ..” A classical
meeting is therefore a meeting of churches — more spec1ﬁca11y of organ-
ized' churches. The Church Order is not speaking of the church as an
organism, nor of a group of believers who gather for worship, but who as
yet have no consistory. It specifically says that a minister and an elder
are to be delegated. It is a consistory that sends delegates. Hence the
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‘membership of a classical assembly is comprized of delegates representmg
the various organized churches, and is limited thereto.

This has historically also been the practice of the church. Although
there was a time when Synod ruled that a home missionary serving an
unorganized church could be officially delegated to classis as a third con-
sistory representative, nevertheless he was delegated by a regular con-
sistory, and not by the group of believers which he served as missionary
pastor. Even this ruling of Synod, which was recognized as an exception
to Art. 41, was later withdrawn since it violated the principle of equality
of representation by the churches at classis.

Some have, however, raiséd questions about this procedure, on the basis
‘of the pr1nc1ple of panty among ministers. Whether one is 2 missionary,
a chaplain, a teacher of Bible, a minister in full time employ of a denom-
inational agency, or a regular pastor in an organized church — should
not every minister have the same opportunity and privilege in the classical
-assembly? The study committee on the status of home missionaries which
reported to the Synod of 1956 gave the following appropriate answer:
“Let it be remembered that classes are gatherings of churches and not
of office-bearers... Thus no office in the church in itself implies the
right of membership in a classis. This membership is established only
through proper delegation by a consistory. The same is, of course, also
‘true of the mermbership of Synod as well. There are invariably more than
‘two ministers and two elders belonging to the churches which comprise
a classis, yet only the two ministers and the two elders duly elected are
‘delegated to Synod, the other ministers and elders being automatically
excluded with no reason to feel slighted.”

. Within Reformed’ circles, Presbyterian churches give a predommate
emphasis to ministerial parity. Hence they do not have our particular
problem. Every minister is by virtue of his office a member of the pres-
‘bytery. Being ordained by the presbytery he has a right to membership in
it. To be sure this preserves parity in the ministerial office, but it some-
‘times destroys parity between ministers and elders at the meetings of the
presbytery. In his book, “Church Polity,” (pp. 267, 268) Dr. Chas.
Hodge quotes from a study committee report which struggled with this
problem in the Presbyterian church: “It is the theory of our constitution
that each church has one pastor, and it has a right to send one ruling
elder to presbytery and Synod. And these bodies when constituted agree-
ably to the theory of presbyterianism are composed of an equal number
of clergymen and laymen. Our present practice destroys entirely this
equality. In many presbyteries (as for example, New Brunswick) the
number of ministers without charge is so great as to reduce the lay
members to a very inconsiderable numerical part of these bodies...”

- Dangers of such an imbalance would not be foreign to the Christian
Reformed Church if the principle of parity among-ministers is pressed.
And the very principle of parity would be destroyed in other areas. If
all our ministers serving in other than regular pastorates were allowed
‘membership in the classis where they reside, 2 most unhealthy imbalance
between ministers and elders would in some instances result. Your com



-30 REPORTS

mittee judges that in the major assemblies the emphasis should not fall
upon the privilege of the office, but upon the responsibility of those
delegated. To move in the direction of complete ministerial parity of
membership at the major assemblies would constitute a revolution in our
church polity thinking. And it might well create more and greater prob-
lems than it solves.

Your committee has given much consideration to the status of the
home missionary relative to major assemblies. In this discussion his posi-
tion may no doubt be distinguished from other ministers serving in other
than regular pastorates, since he is shepherding a flock of believers who
not only worship together, but who also hopefully will become an organ-
ized church in the classis. We can well understand the struggle which
Synod has had from time to time with the missionary pastor and his
membership in the classis.

For pragmatic reasons, we have been strongly inclined to work for the
inclusion of the home missionary, serving an unorganized church, as an
official delegate to the classical assembly. In the latest Home Missions
-Order, Synod has given the home missionary the responsibilities of an
office-bearer in the local group of believers which he serves. He holds
membership papers, administers both the Word and Sacraments, and he
hears professions of faith. Furthermore, there is also a sense in which
Synod recognizes the worshipping believers group as a church, although
immature and not yet organized and self-governing. And surely no one
will deny that official contact and fellowship with the classis would be
beneficial to such an unorganized church. One might in fact argue that
there is greater need for such contact and fellowship for the unorganized
church, than for the organized church. These and other possible argu-
ments from expediency have been pondered at length by your committee.

Of course, the matter of expediency can also be argued from the other
side. If a number of home missionaries representing unorganized churches
are seated as classical delegates, there would be a serious inequality be-
tween ministers and elder delegates. And it is conceivable, in a situation
where many home missionaries would be members of a classis, that undue
influence be exerted by them. The argument from expediency therefore
cuts both ways.

Whatever our conclusion might be in the light of practical consider-
ations alone however, a study committee of Synod is bound to carry out
its mandate within the framework of the Church Order, and is to be
governed by its principles. Therefore, although we may have sympathy
for delegating a home missionary to classis while he serves an unorganized
church, the principles of church government found in our Church Order
do not permit such.

There are, of course, circumstances in which a home missionary, or any
other minister without fixed charge, can be delegated to a classical or
synodical meeting. A home missionary may be delegated by the con-
sistory of his calling church in the place of, or in the absence of a regular
pastor. (Cf. Art. 41-42, Church Order). It follows that this could apply
as well to Bible teachers, chaplains, etc., provided that their calling church
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is within the bounds of the classis where their labors are performed. In
unusual circumstances therefore, the status of ministers without a regular
pastorate may be that of an official delegate to classis. Their status as
members of classis is, however, always dependent upon cons1story appoint-
ment or delegation. . :

- In addition to the above, Synod has also granted a home missionary
in classis when he serves an organized church and is delegated by its
consistory, even though he serves the church at large as a missionary.
This position was taken by Synod in 1930 when it declared, “Wherever
possible, 2 home missionary should be connected, as minister, with one

‘of the congregations which he serves, in order that it may delegate him

to the classical assemblies.” (Acts, 1930, p. 146) Furthermore, all min-
isters serving within the bounds of classis, are entitled to the privilege
of the floor.

On the matter of representation at or membership in the major as-
semblies, your committee judges that the historic procedure, in which
only ministers delegated by organized churches are seated as members of
the classical assembly, is the clear intent of the Church Order. To move
in the other direction would require a major revision in the Church
Order and the principles which it sets forth.

- B. Functions within or on Behalf of the Major Assemblies

Concerning the matter of Functions within or on behalf of the major
.assemblies, we would suggest that a distinction must be made. There are
functions which are primarily representative in character, and there are
also those which may be designated as primarily service functions.

1. First, there are those functions which are primarily representative
in character, that is, they are representative of the authority of the major
assembly, whether that be Classis or Synod. It appears evident to your
committee that such representation would require membership in the
major assembly. For an example, membership on the classical committee
is primarily a representative function. The classical committee must
officially represent the classis in the interim between sessions and act on
its behalf, with the understanding that its act and decisions will be
reviewed and approved or disapproved by the next classical assembly.
The very fact that their activities are so closely supervised by classis,
indicates that the members of the classical committee are official repre-
sentatives of classis. Therefore, to be eligible to function as a member
of such a committee, it would appear that a minister must be an official,
delegated member of the classis whose authority he is to represent. This,
in turn, would mean that ministers without regular pastorates are, as a
rule, not eligible to serve in those functions which bear a primarily
representative character.

2. However, there are also functions to be performed within or for the
major assemblies which are primarily service functions. An illustration
of these functions is membership on a study committee. Your committee
sees no obstacle to the performance of such service functions by ministers
serving in other than regular pastorates. Therefore, when the matter of
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official representation is not involved, all ordained men may be used at
the discretion of the major assemblies.

Your committee is convinced that the position presented above must
be strictly applied on the classical level. However, we recognize that, due
to lack of continuity, there may be exceptions on the synodical level (e.g.
the synodical committee). But such exceptions should not be permitted
to invalidate the general position set forth. o

I1I. RECOMMENDATIONS

. Your committee recommends:

A. In re representation at or membership in the major assemblies, that
the historic procedure, in which only ministers delegated by organized
churches are eligible to membership in or representation at the major
assemblies, be continued.

B. Functions

1. That concerning functions within or for the major assemblies which
are primarily representative in character, only ministers be employed who
are members of the major assemblies.

2. That concerning functions within or for the major assemblies which
are primarily service functions, all ministers, including those serving in
other than regular pastorates, may be used at the discretion of the Classis
or Synod.

C. That Synod declare this to be its answer to Overtures Nos, 16 and
29 which were before the 1962 Synod.

Humbly submitted,

Rev. John Hulst
Rev. G. J. Rozenboom, Sec’y
Rev. Durant Van Oyen
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REPORT NO. 7
THE LORD’S DAY ALLIANCE IN THE US.

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Since being appointed your representative to the Lord’s Day Alliance
in the U.S,, I have attended two meetings — The Executive Committee
meeting held October 28, 1963 and the Seventy-fifth Annual Meeting
held January 20, 1964. These meetings introduced me to the organiza-
tion. Additional meetings are necessary to gain an insight into it. My
report, therefore, must be limited to the business transacted at these two
meetings. The following items seemed to be the most important,

1. The motion picture film, “The Triumphant Tradition,” is not be-
ing used as much as was anticipated. Hence, work has begun on a film
strip which hopefully will be more widely used. This is the latest effort
to reach more people with a message for keeping the Lord’s Day. The
Alliance continues to publish the “Lord’s Day Leader” and other liter-
ature which is available for those who desire it.

2. The financial condition has improved. The Alliance ended the
fiscal year 1963 with a balance of $18,508.15. In the past the work hag
often been hampered by lack of funds. If continued support is now re-
ceived, the Alliance may be able to be more effective than in the past.

3. Rev. Harold E. Mayo served as executive director with the under-
standing that he would do so for a short term. At the annual meeting he
was elected to the office of president. A new director is now needed.
Nominations for this office will be presented at the next meeting of the

-executive committee, Much of the work of the Alliance will depend

upon the ability of the man who fills this office.

4. Various state organizations have been active in the area of legisla-
tion. They have assisted in defeating the passage of bills which would
have departed from the historic observance of the Lord’s Day.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Herman Hoekstra
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REPORT NO. 8

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF :
THE BACK TO GOD HOUR

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your committee presents the following report:

I. BACKGROUND AND MANDATE

In order to execute legal tramsactions it is necessary that the Back to
God Hour of the Christian Reformed Church, which is a non-profit cor-
poration in the State of Illinois, have a constitution approved by Synod.
A proposed constitution was included by the Back to God Hour commit-
tee in its report to the 1963 Synod. This draft, together with an overture
relative thereto from Classis Chatham (Acts, p. 459), was referred to an
advisory committee upon whose recommendation the following mandate
was adopted by the Synod:

1. That Synod appoint a competent committee to confer with the
Back to God Hour committee and its legal counsel with a view to making
such alterations in the constitution and by-laws as are necessary to define
accurately the relation of the Back to God Hour committee to Synod.

Grounds:

a. There are statements in the constitution and by-laws which might
be construed to mean that the Back to God Hour committee has a larger
degree of autonomy than is customarily given to agencies of Synod. -

b. It is necessary that policy involving this committee shall coincide as‘
nearly as possible with the policies governing other denominational
agencies. ‘

c. Your advisory committee was unable, in the time available, to work
out the delicate and technical details involved.

2. That Synod instruct the study committee to take account of Over-
ture 26 from Classis Chatham.

II. RECOMMENDATION

Your committee recommends that the following draft be adopted as
the constitution of the Back to God Hour:

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE BACK TO GOD HOUR
OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Preamble

The Christian Reformed Church, seeking to advance the Kingdom of God by
means of religious broadcasting, and by the printing and distribution of religious
material in relation thereto, has heretofore established the
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BACK TO GOD HOUR OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

a non-profit corporation in the State of Illinois,

To provide for the orderly functioning of this organization, the following Rules
or Order or By-laws are adopted: -

ARTICLE 1
Offices

The principal office shall be in Chicago, Illinois, but such other offices either
within or without the State of Illinois may be established as the board of directors
may determine.

ARTICLE 11
Members

Members of the corporation are the members of the Christian Reformed
Church. All voting rights of the membership are vested in the board of directors,
under the supervision and direction of the Synod of the Christian Reformed
Church.

ARTICLE III
. Board of Directors
Section 1. General Powers
The affairs of the corporation shall be managed by iis board of directors, also
known as the Back to God Hour Radio Committee,
Section 2. Number and Election \

The number of directors shall be thirteen, elected by the Synod of the Christian
Reformed Church according to its rules from nominations submitted by the board
of directors. The nominations may be modified according to the rules of Synod.
The nominees shall be selected so as to give representation to all the areas of the
denomination. No employee shall be elected a member of the board of directors.

Section 3. Tenure

The directors shall serve for a period of three years and shall be subject to re-
election for a second term according to the rules of Synod.

Section 4. Meetings

The board of directors shall hold regular meetings at the time and places desig-
nated by them by resolution. Special meetings may be called by the president
upon 15 days prior notice, which notice may, however, be waived by consent of
the majority of the directors.

Section 5. Quorum

A majority of the board of directors shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
action of business at any meeting of the board; but if less than a majority of the
directors are present at said meeting, a majority of the directors present may
adjourn the meeting from time to time without further notice.

Section 6.  Manner of Acting

The act of a majority of the directors present at a meeting at which a quorum
is present shall be the Act of the Board of Directors, unless the Act of a greater
number is required by law or by these by-laws.
Section 7. Vacancies

Vacancies in the board may be filled according to the Rules of Synod.



36 RerorTs

ARTICLE 1V
Officers
Section 1. Election
The board of directors shall elect annually from its members a president, vice-
president, secretary, and treasurer, and such assistants as the board may deem
necessary. The duties of the officers shall be those usually associated with such
offices and such other duties as the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
may designate,
Section 2. Removal
Any officer may be removed by the board of directors whenever in its judgment
the best interests of the corporation would be served thereby.
Section 3. Vacancies
A vacancy in any office for any reason may be filled by the board of directors
for the unexpired term.
ARTICLE V
Committees
The board of directors, by resolution adopted by a majority of the directors,
may provide for the formation, functioning, term and rules of procedure for
committees. ‘
ARTICLE VI
Relationship to Synod
Section 1.
The corporation, being an outreach of the Christian Reformed Church, is ex-
pected to reflect its policies as adopted by the Synod.
Section 2.
The directors and all ordained personnel shall be elected or called according
to the Rules of Synod. ‘
Section 3.

The directors shall make reports and submit a budget to the Synod at least
annually.

ARTICLE VII
Amendments

These by-laws may be amended by a majority of the directors present at any
regular meeting or at any speclal meeting, if at least thirty days’ written notice is
given of such amendment, subject, however, to the approval of Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. M. Ouwinga

Rev. J. C. Scholten -

B. Zandstra

B. Ottenhoff, Chairman
Rev. E. Bradford, Reporter
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REPORT NO. 9
CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions has been pleased
to carry forward the work assigned to it by Synod. The Lord has favored
our work with many blessings. The board met in annual session in
February and the executive committee of the board had its regular
monthly meetings to attend to the agenda needs rising from our fields.
It should be noted that the year 1963 was the final year of our adminis-
tration of the Indian mission field. Arrangements were made for the
proper transfer of the field to the care of the Board of Home Missions.
This has been concluded with good mutual understanding and, we trust,
with proper financial arrangements. The Board of Foreign Missions has
always considered it a great privilege to be vitally related to the work
being done by our missionaries on the Indian field, and surrenders the
administration of this work with the prayer that God may continue to
bless richly the work yet to be done among our Navajo and Zuni people.

The new responsibility given to us to care for all the work being done
by our church in Mexico was received with gladness. Although there was
no quota allocation to cover this aspect of the work, and all support for
it must currently depend on special gifts for Mexico, we do look forward
with courage as we see the door of opportunity open to us.

The one aspect of our work which may be considered disappointing
lies with the response given to our calls for ministers to enter foreign
missions. During the past year our board issued many calls but only
one ordained minister was added to our ranks, Whatever the reasons for
this, it remains true that we have no less than 10 openings for ordained
men to positions approved by Synod and needing to be filled. It is true
that on the foreign fields nationals are rising to enter the ordained min-
istry and thus are supplying some of the needs, but it is also true that
we must have men of our own church to provide the needed leadership
and inspiration.

We are thankful to the Lord for having spared the lives of all our
missionaries. No deaths entered in to burden us although some serious
illness did occur. We mention the extended illness of Dr. Peter Boelens
who had to leave Korea to return to the States for a few months of rest.
The Lord restored and we are happy that he can again be back in
Korea. Dr. Ralph Ten Have, Jr., whose valuable services in Korea have
been highly appreciated, has found it necessary for family health reasons
not to return to Korea. In Taiwan Rev, and Mrs. William Kosten came
down with infectious hepatitis and for many weeks have been unable
to carry on their work. Dr. Edward Stehouwer in Nigeria encountered
a threatening eye infection, but by the good providence of God the
malady was detected early and healing was possible. Others too from
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time to time have been incapacitated for short periods of time but gener-
ally health among our missionaries has been good.

On every field there is the sense of urgency to press forward while
there is still time. The crisis of our modern times calls for increased
effort to redeem the times and to hold high Christ’s banner while we
still have opportunity. We offer to Synod the following detailed com-
mentary on our various fields with the prayer that God may use our
church and all her agencies increasingly for' the furtherance of His
Kingdom. :

Section One
Organization and Personnel
A. Board

The board met in regular session February 11-14, 1964, at the Brook-
side Christian Reformed Church. The officers of the board serving until
June, 1964, are: Rev. Fred M. Huizenga, pres.; Dr. Richard S. Wierenga,
vice-pres,; Mr. Sidney De Young, treas.; Mr. Harold ]. Gelderloos, vice-
treas.; Rev. John C. Scholten, minute clerk. Rev. Henry J. Evenhouse
continues to serve as executive secretary.

. The synodical ruling on tenure for those serving on denominational
boards had an unusual impact on our board this year, requiring many
changes which affect, among others, our president, vice-president, and
minute clerk. A new minute clerk has not yet been elected, but the fol-
lowing have been chosen as new officers for the coming year: Rev.
Donald J. Negen, pres.; Dr. G. Arthur Mulder, vice-pres.; Mr. Sldney
De Young, treas. .

The board as constituted at the February meetings was as follows:

Classis Member Alternate.

"Alberta North................ Rev. Henry Bajema... _Rev. Nicholas Beute
Alberta South...... --.Rev. Cornelis Padmos............Rev. Leonard T. Schalkwuk
British Columbia. ...Rev. Repko W. Popma...........Rev. Cecil Tuininga
Cadillac.......coecoecoceceaceace Rev. Frank Einfeld........ -.Rev. Clarence Van Essen
California Central...........Rev. Harold Petroelje............Rev. Louig Voskuil
California South.....ccoceeneec Rev. Otto De Groot.....- - Rev. William Van Peursen
Chatham Rev. Wiebe Feenstra.. ..Rev. Lambert Slofstra
Chicago North.................. Rev. Oliver Breen......... ..Rev. Robert H. Tjapkes

...Rev. Marvin Doornbos

Chicago South... ....Rev. John C. Scholten..
..Rev. Nicholas B. Knoppers

Eastern Ontario................ Rev. Xlaas Hart............

Grand Rapids East........... Rev. Arthur J. Verburg..........

Grand Rapids South.........Dr. Richard S. Wierenga.......Rev. Arnold Brink

Grand Rapids West........... Rev. Paul Ouwinga.......... -Rev. Neal Punt
Grandville............cooenne Rev. Paul Zylstra............. .-Rev. Albert Jabaay
Hackensack..ooeeeeeecceenee. Rev, Wilbert M. Van Dyk...._Rev. Andrew Rienstra
Hamilton...._.. ... Rev. Henry W. Kroeze........... Rev. Arend W. Schaafsma
Holland.....veiuicvneemcacecen Rev. Donald J. Negen............Rev. Donald Houseman

Hudson Rev. John G. Van Ryn. ...Rev. Richard M., Hartwell
LETES 1 T —— Rev. George YfI............ --Rev. Renze O. De Groot
Lake Erie............ ....Rev. George B. Ebbers...........Rev. David Muir.
Minnesota North.... -...Rev. Arie G. Van Eek... --Rev. Albert J. Roon

Minnesota South.... -..-Rev. Albert Walma... Rev: C. Oliver Buus
Muskegon....ceeecvceeervencee.. Rev. Abel Poel........... --.Rev. Richard De Ridder - ---
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Classis Member Alternate

Northcentral Iowa............ Rev, Carl J. Toeset.oooeoceeneence Rev. James A. Bultman
i Rev. Alfred Hannink...... ...Rev. Conrad Veenstra

Pacific Northwest..............Rev. John A. Hoeksema.......... Rev. John Fondse
Pella Rev. William Dryfhout..........Rev. Bernard A, Van Someren
Rocky Mountain................ Rev. Henry Baak...oooocooeeel Rev. Alfred E. Mulder

Sioux Center..... ..Rev. Gysbert J. Rozenboom...Rev. Clarence Vander Plate

Toronto....... --Rev. Jacob Kuntz.....cnceeeeneee Rev, Henry De Moor
Wisconsin ..Rev. Calvin Niewenhuis Rev. Gerrit J. Vander Ziel -
Zeeland............ ...Rev. Fred M. Huizenga..

....Rev. Lubbertus Oostendorp
Member-at-large.. R
Member-at-large..
Member-at-large..
Member-at-large...

--Mr. John Colenbrander..

Dr. G. Arthur Mulder............Dr. Edward Y. Postma

In June the term of office of the following classical delegates to our
board will expire: :

Classis Member

Chicago North................
Chicago South.........
Grand Rapids South...
Mouskegon....

Northcentral Towa...........
Zeeland....o.ooeeeee e, Rev. Fred M. Huizenga

These men have served two three-year terms and are, therefore, not
eligible for reelection. The names of those elected by the various classes
will be included in a supplementary report to Synod. We trust Synod will
approve the members of the board as appointed by the classes.

B. Members-at-Large

The terms of Dr. G. Arthur Mulder and Mr. John Colenbrander have
been completed at the time of this Syned. Since each has served one term
of three years, both are eligible for reelection. Nominations will be sub-
mitted for Synod’s election in the supplementary report.”

C. Office Administration

There are eight full-time employees in the foreign missions office.
Those serving with Rev. Henry J. Evenhouse, the executive secretary, are
Mr. Alvin W. Huibregtse, Mr. Wayne Medendorp, Mr. William C.
Schultze, Mr. James Tamminga, Mrs. Jean Postema, Miss Wilma J.
Schultetus, and Mrs. Carl Ulberg. Mrs, William Hendriksen and Miss
Christine Greenfield serve part time,

Mr. Harry Boersma retired at the close of 1963. He served with ability
and dedication as comptroller and assistant treasurer for our board for
17 years, and in the past years he often appeared at Synod to present the
board’s financial reports. His position was taken over by Mr. W. Meden-
dorp.

D. Committee of Pensions

The Unordained Employees Benefit Plan is administered by a com-
mittée of five, three of which are appointed bi-annually by the board and
two are-elected by the members of the plan. The terms of Mr. Sidney



40 REepPORTS

De Young, Mr. J. T. Daverman, and Judge W. Waalkes expire and the
board recommends that these men be reappointed to serve for two years.
Mr. Alvin Huibregtse and Mr. James Tamminga were elected by the
members of the plan.

E. Field Personnel and Calling and/or Supporting Churches

Field or Post
Argentina

Mar del Plata....._._.. Rev. Angus MacLeod
. G. Bernard Dokter

Missionary

Calling and/or Supporting
Churches

Bethany, Holland, Mich.
Volga, S.D.

Sarmiento....wcoceeuv Rev. W. Thomas De Vries Seymour, Grand Rapids
Zutphen, Mich.
-Ninth St., Holland, Mich.
Ireton, Iowa
Harderwyk, Mich.
Prosper, Falmouth, Mich.
Fremont I, Mich., 8§
Millbrook, Grand Rapids
Riverside, Grand Rapids
Lodi, N.J.
Sherman St., Grand Rapids
Woden, Iowa
Milwaukee, Wis.
Kalamazoo III, Mich.
..East Saungatuck, Mich.
Volga, S.D.
Westview, Grand Rapids

..................... . Raymond Brinks

Tres Arroyos v, Edward Meyer ..........

Australia

Brisbane . John Morren Pella I, Jowa

Vogel Center, Mich.

Borculo, Mich.

Leota, Minn.

Grandville Ave., Grand Rapids

.............. Central Ave., Holland, Mich.
Lebanon, Iowa

Hudsonwille I, Mich.

Geelong. . Gerard Van Groningen ...

Newecastle . Alan A. Arkema

Warrnambool.......... Mr. Jan Senneker
Brazil
Castrolanda............. Rev. William V, Muller
Ceylon
Colombo.................. Rev. John Van Ens

Reformed Church in Brazil

Edgerton I, Minn.

Nobleford, Alta.

" Grandville Ave., Grand Rapids

Dutch Ref. Church of Ceylon

Richfield, Clifton, N.]J.

Moline, Mich.

Calvin, Sheboygan, Wis., SS

South Grandville, Grandville,
Mich.

Westview, Grand Rapids

Dutch Ref. Church of Ceylon

Oak Lawn I, I11.
Bethel, Lansing, 11,

weereertroreciaerserenens Beverly, Grand Rapids
’ . Calvin, Grand Rapids
Drenthé, Mich! .

Dehiwala................Rev. Clarence Van Ens ............

(031 V- Cuban Pastors
Cuban Field
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Field or Post

Indonesia......... ... Ordained Man

Ordained man

Japan

Chichibu...cureceneneees Rev. Maas Vander Bilt

Funabashi................ Rev. Michiel De Berdt

Kami-Fukuoka........ Rev. Henry Bruinooge

Missionary

Koganei....ocemeeeecas Rev. Edward Van Baak ..

Tokorozawa...c.cuee-. Rev

TOKYO...orecenerecrnmnend Rev
Rev

Japan Christian

. Richard Sytsma

. William La Fleur ....
. Benjamin Ypma ........

Calling and/or Supporting
Churches

Fremont II, Mich.
Byron Center I, Mich.
....... Nobleford, Alta,
Classes Alberta N., Alberta S.,
and British Columbia
....... Springdale, Ont.

............ Beckwith Hills, Grand Rapids

Bellflower I, Cal.
Roseland I, Chicago, Ill.

............ Pella I, Jowa

Calvary, Pelia, Towa

............ Emden, Minn

“Bellflower I11, Cal,
Calvin Rock Valley, Iowa
Sherman St., Grand Rapids

........ Fourteenth St., Holland, Mich.

Artesia I, Cal.
Trinity, Fremont, Mich., §S
Allen Ave., Muskegon, Mich.

........ Immanuel, Hudsonville, Mich.

Ridgewood, N.J.

.................... Midland Park, N.J.

Worthington, Minn.
Arcadia, Grand Rapids

........ Bethel, Grand Rapids

Calvin, Wyckoff, N.J.

........ Lagrave Ave., Grand Rapids
........ Grand Haven I, Mich.

Wellsburg I, Iowa

Academy........._.. Mr. Martin Essenburg ........... Neland Ave., Grand Rapids

Korea......................Dr,

Rev. Gerald Nyenhuis

Juan Bornios

- Gustevo de Leon .cocoveeeenc
Efron Haro
Roberto Luna
Francisco Melendez
Jose Munoz ...

Pab

Peter Boelens ...........

- MexXico...ooeeeareennen Rev. Roger S. Greenway

Roseland II, Chicago, I1].

........ Calvary, Pella, Iowa
Pella I, Towa
- Grand Haven I, Mich.
East Muskegon, Mich.
Bigelow, Minn.

........ Burton Heights, Grand Rapids
Fourteenth St., Holland, Mich.
Niekerk, Mich.

........ Wyoming Park, Grand Rapids
Denver II, Colo.

Pompton Plains, N.J., §S
Everett I, Wash.
Dutton, Mich.

........ Mrys. R. Koeze, Grand Rapids
Cutlerville I, Mich.

........ Cutlerville I, Mich.

....Bunde, Minn.

lo Mancillia ..

Godofredo Varguez ...
Maximinio Villareal .......

Arc

elia Station Support

...... CGutlerville I, Mich.,
..Covenant, Cutlerville, Mich.
-Lee St., Grand Rapids, SS
.Orange City IT, Iowa

--Godwin Heights, Grand Rapids
..Sherman St., Grand Rapids., SS
........ Bethel, Lansing, Ill.
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S : Calling and/or Supporting
Field or Post Missionary : Churches. - -: - .
New Zealand.......... Rev. Sidney COOPEr aeesceceeenned Chatham, Ont.
' Hope, Hull, Jowa
Nigeria
Baissa...c..c...... N Miss Margaret Kooiman ........ Roseland I, Chicago, Ill.
Mr. Gordon Kuik .. ... Twelfth Ave,, Jenison, Mich.
Waupun I, Wis,
Allendale IT, Mich,
Birnamwood, Wis. IR
Bukuru....cccoeeoe.... Dr. Harry R. Boer . eoccceneen- Roseland I, Chicago, Ill.
Rev. Robert Recker .. .Orange City I, Iowa
Gboko.....ceecimrncenee. Mr. Harold Bergsma ................Calvin, Grand Rapids
. Zeeland I, Mich.
Mr., Gordon Buys ....Bethel, Lynden, Wash. .
Mr. Ralph Cok .o Bethel, Paterson, N.J., 8§
Allen Ave., Muskegon, Mich,
Miss Jenny Keegstra -eoeeen..-..
Miss Geraldine Vanden Berg ..Trinity, Jenison, Mich.
Mr. Avert Vannette ... Faith, Holland, Mich.
Hillcrest School......Mr. & Mrs. Preston Brandsen..Montello Park, Holland, Mich.
Mr. Gordon Kuipers Fuller Ave., Grand Rapids
- Miss Anna Lootsma
Miss Gertrude Van Haitsma ....Zeeland I, Mich., SS
: Bethel, Zeeland, Mich,
Mr, & Mrs. Gerrit Van Vugt..
Mr. & Mrs, Henry Visser
Harga... -..Mr. Gordon Vander Bie ..........Montello Park, Holland, Mich.
Isherev.....ccccomeeoo....Rev, Lester Van Essen ceooe...... Evergreen Park, Ili
‘ Leota, Minn.
Ityoshin...occomeeee. Rev. Timothy Monsma ........... Hillcrest, Hudsonville, Mich.
Chandler, Minn.
JOS s Mr. Harvey Poel ..ocorrcevmenneee Grand Haven I, Mich,
Grand Haven I1, Mich.
Coopersville, Mich.
Rev. & Mrs. Edgar H. Smith ..Ninth St., Holland, Mich.
Kunav.. e Dr. Herman Gray —coocceeeeeeeeees Cicero I, Il
Miss Margaret Van Heukelem. Faith, Holland, Mich.
Kunav Station Support ............Faith, Holland, Mich.
LupWE. oo Mr. Raymond Browneye _........ Alger Park, Grand Rapids
. - Prairie Edge, Kalamazoo, Mich,
Roseland II, Chicago, IlI,
Miss Margaret Dykstra ........... Burton Heights, Grand Rapids,
SS
Green Ridge, Muskegon, Mich.
8S
Mr. Cornelius Korhorn ........ Spring Lake, Mich.
Lansing, Mich,
Mr. Warren Van Tongeren ....Plymouth Hghts, Grand Rapids
Miss Anita Vissia wooceooieeenns Midland Park, N.J.
Overisel, Mich.
Makurdi.eoeeeeeeees Rev. Harold De Groot ........... Neland Ave., Grand Rapids
MEkar. e Mr, Albert Bierling ....... ..Denver I, Colo.

Mr. William Bierma
Mr, Norman Brouwer

Mr. Peter Bulthuis

..Alger Park, Grand Rapids

....Cottage Grove, South Holland,
11

Granum, Alta,

....Bethel, Lynden, Wash.

Monsey, N.Y., SS
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Calling and/or Supporting
Churches : .« -

\ Field or Pbst; . Missionary
Mr.. Ralph Dik .. South Holland I, Ill.
Zeeland III, Mich.
- Miss Marjorie Franz ....cecoone- Hope, Grandville, Mich.

Rev, W. D. Gerryts .....
‘Mr. Charles Jansen ..
‘Mr. J. W. Kotze ......
- Mr. Gawie Kotze .....
.. Mr. Stephen Lambers..... ...East Leonard, Grand Rapids
: Fremont I, chh
Royal Daughtcrs Society
Allendale I, Mich.
Mr. William Lemeke .ooeeeenes Denver I, Colo.
Fremont II, Mich.
Mr. M. Leodof ....cccccvmcnvererme
Mr. Elzo Niemeyer ..... ...-Western Springs, Il
Rev. Gerard Terpstra -ooeeeeee... Alpine Ave., Grand Rapids
’ ‘ Bozeman, Mont.
Shawnee Park, Grand Rapids,
- 88 -
Seymour, Grand Rapids,
Miss Elsie Vanderbrug ............ Pleasant St., Whitinsville, Mass.
Miss Tina Van Staalduinen ....Pine Creek, Mich.,
Kings Daughters Society

...Neland Ave., Grand Rapids -
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{'&; Mkar Hospital.......Miss Ella Boer ..ooeoeeeeecunenens Central Ave., Holland, Mich.
i o Borculo, Mich,

i New Era, Mich., 8S

] Miss Jessic De Jong «ceeeeoeeees Sarnia I, Ont.

| Rehoboth, Sarnia, Ont.

!

Dearborn, Mich., S8
Sherman St Grand Raplds
Miss Emily Duyst «.cocoeoeomiecenne Hanford, Cal.
Miss Nancy Friend ... -
Miss Geraldine Geleynse .......Lynden III, Wash.
Dr. Arie A, Haspels .......... .
Miss Angic Hoolsema ..cc.eccemnee Rudyard, Mich., SS
Millbrook, Grand Rapids
Dr. Richard W. Kanzler ..........
Dr. Stuart Kingma . ...Calvin, Grand Rapids
Dr. Suzanne Kok ..... -
Mr. Noel Kirkman .....
Miss Maxine Ohlmann -.Lagrave Ave., Grand Rapids
Dr. Henry N. Smit ........ ---Hamilton, Mich.
Miss Jean Van Beek ... --Roseland I, Chicago, Il1.
Sert..ooemisnencnacans Rev. Gilbert Holkeboer ............ Maple Ave., Holland, Mich.
South Olive, Mich,
Irving Park, Midland Park, N.J.
...Shawnee Park, Grand Raplds

Serti Station Support

Shangev.....cccceemveen. Rev. William Scott ...... ...Ocheyedan, Towa
Takum Hospltal ..... Dr. Arthur De Boer .- Kalamazoo ITI, Mich.
Calvin, Grand Rapids
Miss Bena Kok ccoeeiceermraecs Calvin, Oak Lawn, Ill.
Fremont II, Mich.
Miss Mae Mast cccecrereccrsonceences Drenthe, Mich.
Fremont II, Mich.
Mr., Harold Padding ....ccoeenn- Cutlerville I, Mich.
‘ East Cutlerville, Mich.
Brookside, Grand Rapids
Dr. Edward Stehouwer --...ceo-o- Ann Arbor, Mich.

Lamont, Mich.
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Calling and/or Supporting

Field or Post Missionary Churches
* Miss Ruth Vander Meulen ...... Holland Heights, Holland,
Mich.
Fremont II, Mich.
Miss Evelyn Vredevoogd .......... Godwin Hexghts, Grand Rapids
TUran. .coccoeesmencnes Rev. George Spee eemeeeeie. Montello Park, Holland, Mich.

Kelloggsville, Grand Raplds
Miss Frances Vander Zwaag ..Rehoboth, Bowmanville, Ont.
Calvin, Ottawa, Ont.
Uavande.................. Miss Nancy Chapel .....ccoveeneen Mayfair, Grand Rapids, SS
Kalamazoo I, Mich.
Miss Jacoba Coetzee -...cceceeren
My, Peter Oosthuizen .. -
Miss M. A. Thirion ..cccaoeeneeee
Wukaroooceeeeeneees Miss Dorothy Sytsma -..............De Motte, Ind.
Rev. Harry Vanderaa . --Lucas, Mich.
- Bethany, South Holland, Ill.
Cadillac, Mich.
: Grandville Ave., Grand Rapids
Zaki Biam ..cooocooen.e. Rev. Ralph Baker .................Seymour, Grand Rapids
Prospect Park, Holland, Mich.
Park Lane, Evergreen Park, I1l.
Miss Laura Beelen wcoeeveeenee. Central Ave., Holland, Mich.
Miss Neva De Vries ..oceoweeeeee Prinsburg, Minn.
Miss Rachel Moolman ..........

Rev. Eugene Rubingh .. ..Grand Rapids I, Mich.
On Leave for StudyRev. Peter Ipema —.eeeceeeees Rock Valley 1, Towa
East Paris, Mlch
Ordained Man..ooooeoeeee Graafschap, Mich.,
Ordained Man Fuller Ave., Grand Rapids
Philippine Islands
Mr. Vicente Apostol ..ol Faith, Grand Rapids
Taiwan
Taipei. oo Miss Lillian Bode ..o Grand Haven IT, Mich.
Sherman St., Grand Rapids
Miss Winabelle Gritter ............ Hope, Grandville, Mich.

Rochester, N.Y,,
SS & Ladies’ Societies

Rev. Isaac Jen oo Lee St., Grand Rapids

Central Ave., Holland, Mich.

Kanawha, Jowa

‘ Ninth St., Holland, Mich.

Rev. William Kosten ................ Cicero I, Tl

Bethany, Muskegon, Mich,

Hull I, Jowa

Manhattan I, Mont.

Bethel, Manahttan, Mont.
Third Ordained Man ... Grace, Kalamazoo, Mich.

Holland Center, S.D,
Calvin Theological Institute ....Lee St., Grand Rapids

F. Representation at Synod

The board respectfully requests that besides the secretary of missions,
the president and the treasurer be permitted to represent the board on
matters coming before Synod. The board also requests that the assistant
secretary, the vice-president, and the vice-treasurer be permitted to repre-
sent the board as alternates if necessary.
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Section Two
General Matters

A. Unordained Employees Benefit Plan

The Committee of Pensions has for the past year or more worked on
a revision of rules which the pension committee operates. With the trans-
fer of the Indian field, missionaries in the employ of the Board of Home
Missions are members of the plan. The new rules also provide for the
possible inclusion of workers for other denominational agencies.

A second reason for the revision of the pension plan for unordained
workers is to separate our plan from the government social security bene-
fits. In 1956 the plan was integrated with social security. Since that time
social security costs and benefits have increased to such a point that the
benefits under our plan were quite small, yet 1/2% has been deducted
from the salaries of unordained workers employed by the board.

Before the committee undertook a revision of the plan, the members
were asked to express their opinion and the majority voted in favor of
separating the plan from social security and of increasing the deduction
from 1V2% to 2%. Thus our revised plan will be entirely separate and
independent “of social security.” Employees will contribute 2% of their
salary and the boards or other participating agencies will contribute an
amount fixed by the committee and agreed upon by the board, and other
participating agencies. The retirement benefits will then be 25% of the
average annual salary rather than the difference between one-half of the
average annual salary and the social security payments.

We trust the Synod will approve the following revision of the Unor-
dained Employees Benefit Plan.

UNORDAINED EMPLOYEES BENEFIT PLAN
February, 1964

1. Eligibility

A, Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions — All full-time, salaried un-
ordained employees of the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions are
eligible to participate in this plan. The employees thus eligible, who elect to par-
ticipate in this plan, are hereinafter referred to as employees; the Christian Re-
formed Board of Foreign Missions is hereinafter referred to as the board,

B. Other- participating agencies — All full-time, salaried unordained employees
of the Christian Reformed Board of Home Missions or any other Christian Re-
formed denominational agency are also eligible to participate in this plan provided
that the participating agency shall make an initial contribution of $600 per married
employee and $400 per single employee. All participants shall be entitled to equal
rights and privileges after the initial payment has been made.

C. Age — An employee whose employment commences after his forty-fifth
(45th) birthday shall not be eligible to participate in this plan.

2. Contributions

A. Employees shall authorize a two (2%) per cent salary payroll deduction to
be remitted to the Pension Fund.
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The term “salary” for the purpose of this plan shall include, in addition to
monetary remuneration, the value of board which said employee receives, the
value of which is to be determined by the Committee of Pensions.

B. The board and each participating agency shall contribute .to the Pension
Fund monthly one-twelfth (1/12) of the total of its annual synodlcally approved
budget amount for this plan.

The Committee of Pensions shall determine annually thc percentage of salaries
required to operate the plan. This amount will be recommended to the board and
shall apply in like manner to all other participating agencies.

C. Contributions by employees shall cease when they reach retirement age The
contributions of an employee shall be suspended while he is receiving benefits from
the Relief Fund.

3. Supervision and control

A. The Pension Fund shall be administered and managed by a committee
which shall consist of five (5) members; two (2) of which shall be elected by the
participating employees and three (3) of which shall be appointed by the Board
of Foreign Missions, This committee shall be known as the Committee of Pensions
and shall serve a term of two years. This committee shall elect its own officers.

B. The Pension Fund shall be deposited in a board-approved bank account
under control of the Committee of Pensions.

C. Surplus funds shall be invested in United States Government Bonds or
federally insured deposit accounts,

4. Eligibility for Benefits

A. No cmployee shall be eligible for benefits at retirement unless said emp]oyee
has participated in the plan for at least twenty (20) years,

B. No employee shall be eligible for permanent and total disabi]ity benefits
herein defined unless he has participated in the plan for at least five (5) years
prior to commencement of his dlsablhty Permanent and total disability shall
mean tota.lly disabled by bodily injury or disease so as to be prevented thereby
from engaging in any substantial, gainful occupation or employment Such total
disability must have continued for a period of six (6) months and be expected to
endure for life. In exceptional cases where injury or illness is due to vccupational
hazards or disease, or disorder induced by climatic conditions, occurring before the
five (5) year limit as defined above, the employee may apply for total disability
benefits. The Pension Committce, after consulting' two medical examiners of its
choice, shall have final judgment in the matter.

C. No employee’s dependents shall be eligible for death benefits as hereinafter
provided unless the employee has participated in the plan for at least five (5)
years, Exceptions may be made in cases of death directly attributal to occupa-
tional hazards not covered or provided for by the board or participating agency.
5. Retirement Age

1. The retirement age of employees shall be sixty-five (65) years.

B. All employees must retire at the end of the calendar year in which they reach
the age of sixty-five (65) unless the board or other participating agency dec1des
to continue employment beyond retirement age.

6. Schedule of Benefits
A. Retirement and disability benefits.

1) Single employees upon reaching retirement age or upon proof of permanent
and total disability prior to retirement age, as defined, shall receive an annual
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sum equal to twenty-five (25%) per cent of the average annual salary of all un-
ordained single employees participating in this plan.

2) Married employees, upon reaching retirement age, or upon proof of per-
manent and total disability prior to retirement age, as defined, shall receive an
annual sum equal to twenty-five (25%), per cent of the average annual salary
of all unordained married employees participating in this plan.

B. Death benefits

1) Widows of married employees who, while in the employ of the board or
other participating agency, until his retirement or death shall receive an annual
sum_equal to thirty ( 30%) per cent of the average annual salary of all marrned
employees participating in the plan, only so long as they remain unmarried.

2) Surviving lawful orphans of eligible, deceased employees shall receive an
annual amount of three hundred ($300) dollars per child until such child has at-
tained the age of nineteen (19) years. However, orphans of one family shall never
receive collectively more pension than that which a surviving eligible widow would
have received.

3), Additional benefits — Nothing herein contained shall affect an employee’s
rights to benefits under the Relief Fund, and the acceptance by the employee of
any benefits from the Relief Fund shall in no way affect his rights hereunder.
Furthermore, the period of time during which an employee receives benefits from
the Relief Fund shall be counted in the required period for participation in this
plan as set out in paragraph 4 and sub-paragraphs A, B, G thereunder.

7. Employees Who Cannot Qualify for Social Security Retirement Benefits

A. Contributions — Employees shall authorize a four (4%) per cent salary
payroll deduction to be remitted to the Pension Fund.

B. Schedule of Benefits — Retirement and disability benefits as defined in para-
graph 6 shall apply except that the benefits shall be as follows:

6, A, 1) — Single employees shall receive an annual sum equal to fifty (50%)
per cent of the average annual salary of all the unordained single
employees participating in this plan,

6, A, 2) — Married employees shall receive an annual sum equal to fifty
(50%) per cent of the average annual salary of all the unor-
dained married employees participating in this plan.

6,B, 1) — Widows of married employees who have lived with their husbands
while in the employ of the board or other participating agency
until his retirement or death shall receive an annual sum equal to
forty (40%), per cent of the average annual salary of all married
employees participating in the plan, only so long as they remain
unmarried.

6,B,2) — Surviving lawful orphans of eligible, deceased employees shall
receive an annual amount of six hundred ($600) dollars per child

. until such child has attained the age of nineteen (19) years, .How-

" ever, orphans of one family shall never receive collectively more
pension than that which a surviving eligible widow would have
received.

8. Bencfits Contingent Upon Leaving Employment of Board or Participating
Agency
An employee who resigns or whose employment is terminated by the board or
‘participating agency, for cause, shall be ineligible for any retirement, disability,
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or death benefits hereunder, but shall be entitled to a refund of the entire amount
he has contributed to the Pension Fund with simple interest at two (2%) per cent
per annum thereon. In the event that such an employee re-enters the service of
the board or participating agency, said employee may restore his eligibility in the
plan by paying into the fund the total amount previously refunded. In the event
an employee reinstated in the service does not choose to refund the amount paid
him, the status of that employee shall be similar to that of any newly appointed
employee.
9. Withdrawal by Employee from Plan

A participating employee may withdraw from this plan and shall then be en-
titled to a refund of the entire amount contributed to the fund by such employee
with simple interest at two (2%) per cent per annum thereon. Employees who
have withdrawn from the plan may again become eligible on the same basis as a
new employee.
10, Rights of Employees

Any question of rights of employees under this plan shall be determined by the

Committee of Pensions. Any aggrieved person may secure a review of the decision
of the committee by appealing to the board.

11. Amendments

The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church reserves the right to alter and
amend these rules as may be required and justified by experience and the dvailable
resources for the general advantage of the Church.

BYLAWS

(1) The officers of the Committee of Pensions shall consist of president; vice
president; secretary-treasurer; vice secretary-treasurer.

(2) Duties of Officers:
The prestdent shall call and preside at all meetings of the Committee of
Pensions.
The vice president shall perform the duties of the president in the absence
of that officer.
The secretary-treasurer shall keep accurate records of all minutes, carry on
all correspondence, keep record of all receipts and disbursements, disburse
funds as directed by the Committee of Pensions, sign all checks.
The vice secretary-treasurer shall perform the duties of the secretary-treasurer
in the absence of that officer.

{3) Elections shall be held annually.

(4) The annual meeting of the Committee of Pensions shall be held in May in
order to present its financial report to the executive committee of the Chris-
tian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions in time for its supplementary report
to Synod.

(5) During the interim between meetings of thc Committee of Pensions, all busi-
"ness shall be transacted by local members of the committee.

B. Promotion

The distribution of the bimonthly publication, Mission News, continues
to increase. A year ago, the total mailing did not exceed 7,000. Now,
20,000 copies are printed. We are grateful for the enthusiastic response.
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The audio-visual’ programs are being used more and more by our
churches and societies. A 16mm film from Nigeria was released in the
latter part of 1963. Slide programs on various other fields were prepared.
It is our plan to add to the number of programs as the work expands in
several areas around the world.

The Prayer Guide has been published in its present format for more
than a year. Thirty-five thousand copies are distributed each month. We
are thankful for the many prayers offered in behalf of the mission pro-
gram of our church. The field personnel often testify to the strength
received in knowing that there is faithful prayer support in the home
church.

Keen interest in foreign missions is also evidenced by the loyal and
generous financial participation in special gifts and missionary support.
In 1963, over $305,000 (above quota) was received from individuals
societies and churches in gifts and offerings. Missionary support by
churches and organizations within the churches is on the increase. More
than $436,000 was contributed in the same period of time toward the
salary and expenses of our personnel.

C. Job Classification and Salary Scale

The Finance Committee of the Board of Foreign Missions advises the
board and its executive committee on all finance matters relating to our
missionary . activities. This includes the matter of salaries of office per-
sonnel. In seeking to determine what current salaries should be, efforts
are made to keep these in line with salaries paid in industry and our de-
nominational agencies, The Finance Committee, in consultation with the
chairman of the synodical budget committee, is of the opinion that a
study of job classification and salary scale should be made. The board,
therefore, requests Synod to instruct the synodical -budget committee to
> study and recommend to Synod a “job classification and salary scale” for
‘ our denominational agencies so that the advisory budget committee can

give specific advice on these matters to our denominational agencies.
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Section Three
Far East

A. Japan

Ten years ago the board report to Synod included 25 lines on the mis-
sion work in Japan. Two missionaries had completed their two years of
language study while two others were in the midst of language study. A
fifth person was studying the language and teaching part time in the
Christian Academy of Japan. Today nine ordained men continue the
work and a principal has been placed in the Christian Academy, a school
for missionary children.

During these intervening ten years the Lord has indeed blessed our
efforts and the Spirit has turned many to the Lord. Some of our mission
posts have progressed to the point of organization and affiliation with the
Reformed Church of Japan while others are under the supervision of the
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Presbytery. Our missionaries have moved to other areas to continue the
work of evangelism. The Japan Conference has requested that we call
another ordained man for Japan, and our board has approved this re-
quest. Therefore, if Synod approves, a tenth ordained man will be sought
for Japan in 1965.

- At the present time Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Smit and Mr. and Mrs.
Martin Essenburg are home on furlough. Rev. John Timmer and family
are scheduled to return to this country during the summer.

Our Japan Conference in 1963 thoroughly studied the problem of
transference of posts to the Reformed Church of Japan. Some of the out-
lying posts are small and weak financially, yet have a spiritually mature
group and also have a Japanese ordained evangelist in charge. An in-
creasing number of Japanese ordained evangelists working under the
supervision of our mission may create an inbalance in their Presbytery
structure. These small groups are practically self-governing and self-
propagating, yet not self-supporting. It is for that reason that the
Japan Conference has been working out a plan for transferring such
posts, and in February the board approved a plan whereby several of
these groups will be transferred to the supervision of the Presbytery, which
will assume the responsibility for bringing them to independence. During
this period of time our mission will continue to cooperate in periodic
evangelistic meetings and supply of evangelistic materials. This permits
the mission to comply with the desire of the board to transfer stations
where we have no resident missionary to the jurisdiction of the Reformed
Church of Japan. And this will permit our missionaries to begin work
in a new area. '

Our mission homes in Tokyo which were used by those studying the
language were located in Egota. During 1963 these homes were sold for
an exceptionally good price. These funds cannot be sent out of Japan,
but they will be used to build new homes in a less expensive area and for
relocation of other missionaries’ posts.

The Christian Academy of Japan, of which we are a participating
member with five other mission groups, faces an expansion program just
as most of our Christian schools. Our board has agreed to place $2,000
in our budget annually for 15 years to repay loans which must be made.
The board has also agreed that our name may be used in advertising for
loans up to $30,000 in order to finance this construction, with the stipu-
lation that our $2,000 annual contribution be used to repay such loans.

The Synod has at no time specified how many missionaries may be sent
to Japan, but has graciously allowed the board to send additional men as
the opportunities were opened. Our missionaries have requested a tenth
man for 1965, and we request the approval of Synod for this addition to
our mission force in Japan.

'B. Korea

The work in Korea has been carried on in conjunctfon with the Chris-
tian Reformed World Relief Committee, As reported a year ago, Dr.
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‘R. Ten Have, Jr. was required to leave Korea because of the illness of

Mrs. Ten Have, and he has now decided that he will not return to Korea.
In mid-1963 Dr. Peter Boelens became ill with infectious hepatitis, a dis-
ease which requires complete rest. Although he tried to regain his health
by remaining in Korea, he found that he was unable to rest as required
due to the fact that he was the only doctor there. He was forced to return

. to this country and, therefore, the work was slowed down considerably.

The Koreans he had trained carried on faithfully during his absence.
We report with thanksgiving that he returned to Korea on March 9,
1964.

In February the board again discussed the matter of sending ordained
men to Korea. Rev. P. Myung, who attended the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod in 1963 and has studied in Calvin Seminary during this school
year, made an urgent plea that two men be sent to Korea. These men
would be required to study the language in Seoul for two years and dur-
ing that time they would study the ecclesiastical situation so that at the
end of this period they would be able to advise the board regarding which

- group we should align ourselves, The church in Korea is still beset with

problems of division, and the board decided not to send ordained men
to Korea under the prevallmg circumstances.

C. Taiwan

Our mission staff in Taiwan is few in number, only four. We have
been unable to secure additional ordained men although Synod has ap-
proved a third and a fourth man. Our prayer is that during 1964 the
Lord will lead us to the men He has selected for the work in Taiwan.
The need is urgent.

During the early part of 1963 Rev. William Kosten and family were
home on furlough, and Rev. Isaac Jen and family have been home since
last fall. Both of these men were in Taiwan for a five-year period and
thus were in this country for a year. In the future the term of service will
be 3}/ years and the furlough will be six months.

Illness took its toll during the past year. Miss Winabelle Gritter was
hospitalized several times because of tropical diseases, and in January we
were advised that both Rev. and Mrs. Kosten were ill with infectious
hepatitis. They were hospitalized for a week and are now recuperating
at home. During the hospitalization Miss Gritter cared for the children
but domestic help has been obtained.

Our Christian Reformed and Orthodox Presbyterian missionaries have
been working to présent a united front to the people of Taiwan. During
the past year meetings have been held to form such a council, and a con-
stitution has now been presented. Members of the proposed council are
the Orthodox Presbyterian Mission, Christian Reformed Mission, Korean
Presbyterian Mission, World Presbyterian Mission, and the Reformed
Church of New Zealand. The creedal basis of this organization will be
the Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechism,
the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of
Dort. .
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This proposed constitution was not received in time for a study by the
board, ‘and the executive committee was instructed to make a careful
study “of this council and prepare a final recommendatlon for the supple-
mentary report to Synod.

Section Four
Latin America

Under the general reference of Latin America, we include all the areas
in which we have an active mission work south of the United States.
This includes Guba, Mexico, Argentina, and Brazil. In Cuba, Mexico,
and Argentina the language used is Spanish, and in Brazil the language
is Portuguese. We are grateful for the increasing interest in Latin Amer-
ica which is evident in our church, and we look forward toward an ex-
panding ministry in this direction.

A. Argentina

At the present time we have four ministers serving in Argentina: Rev.
Raymond Brinks at Tandil, Rev. Edward Meyer at Tres Arroyos, Rev.
Angus MacLeod at Mar del Plata, and Rev. Thomas De Vries at Sar-
miento. An additional minister will soon be added since Rev. G. Bernard
Dokter accepted the call of the Volga Christian Reformed Church to be
a missionary to Argentina. He will be working in La Juanita which is
in the immediate vicinity of Mar del Plata. We are also calling for a
missionary to serve in Comodoro Rivadavia.

All of our missionaries serving in Argentina have been back to the
States for one furlough and have returned for their second term. Their
work has been conducted in close association with the Reformed Church
of Argentina. This church has a working agreement with the Gerefor-
meerde Kerken in the Netherlands to carry on missions cooperatively,
and our board also has a working agreement for such cooperation. All
mission work shall be done cooperatively with the Reformed Church of
Argentina, with the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands focusing on
Argentina north of Buenos Aires, and the Christian Reformed Church
focusing on the area south of Buenos Aires. Consideration may also rise
‘for united effort of all three in the city of Buenos Aires, but this is still
uncertain.

Rev. B. Richters, the director of the Zendingscentrum in Baarn, the
Netherlands, visited the churches of Argentina in March and also con-
ferred with our board concerning the further development of the work
in Argentina, with special attention being given to the areas of work that
might involve all three cooperating churches. The supplementary report
may have further data on this matter.

During the past year inquiry has been made concerning the wisdom
of using radio in our missionary outreach in Latin America. Indication
is that the door of missions via radio is not only open but most promising.
For this reason the request has come to our board for support of a radio
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ministry on stations within the communities where our missionaries are
located. This is under discussion and correspondence at present.

The broader outreach for the Spanish-speaking world beyond our im-
mediate mission stations challenges us to make known the Reformed
message. With this in mind, the Back to God Hour desires to extend its
ministry through the preparation of Spanish tapes and an increasing log
of outlets in Latin America. With this in mind our board decided the
following:

“It was decided to concur in the judgment of the Back to God Hour
Committee that the responsibility for placing the Back to God Hour
Spanish-language broadcast should reside with the Back to God Hour
Committee in consultation with the Board of Foreign Missions and all
interested parties.

“It was decided to encourage the Back to God Hour Committee in its
request to Synod for permission to investigate the possibility of producing
other programs similar to the present Arabic work, as qualified men
become available for this work.”

B. Brazil

Rev. and Mrs. William Muller have spent 30 years in serving our
church in Brazil. Rev. Muller was sent out originally as a loaned min-
ister, and in retrospect we can see that the Lord has used them to ac-
complish work which bears the marks of divine blessing. As a pastor for
Holland immigrants to Brazil and as a minister with missionary vision
and dedication, Rev. Muller has been used of the Lord to promote and
develop the establishment and strengthening of three congregations:
Castrolanda, Carambei, and Arapoti, These congregations are well or-
ganized and substantial church bodies. Much work has been done to
extend the church by assistance to the congregation developed in Sao
Paulo and by visiting with other immigrant groups as in Rio de Janeiro.
Rev. Muller has rendered signal service in assisting the immigrants in
their economic life by wise counsel, he has facilitated their -establishments
by judicious advice and help in governmental relationships, but he has
sustained a strong pastoral relationship so that his spiritual ministry re-
mained in the foreground. Rev. Muller has also been instrumental in
helping the Reformed Church of Brazil establish its own missionary out-
reach in the areas surrounding the local congregations, and this outreach
into the Portuguese-speaking community has been blessed.

Currently Rev. and Mrs. Muller are serving what will presumably
be their final term. The question rises as to replacement and we are cor-
responding with the churches in Brazil and with Rev. Muller concerning
further plans.

It has been decided by the Board of Foreign Missions that we should
not have a replacement of Rev. Muller as a loaned minister to the
churches of Brazil. This original plan was intended to be of a temporary
nature, and, it is assumed, ought not to be renewed with another ap-
pointee. The reason for this is that there are pastors now serving the
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afore-mentioned congregations, and the Reformed Church of Brazil
sustains close affinity with the churches of the Netherlands which have
indicated their intention to carry forward the work in cooperation with
the Reformed Church of Brazil.

On the other hand, it is not the desire of our board to discontinue work
in Brazil. The board considers Brazil a land of mission opportunity and
challenge. The question rises whether we should enter into a missionary
plan for Brazil in conjunction with the Reformed Church of Brazil, or
whether we should seek new areas of work. The suggestion has been
made that we correspond with the Presbyterian Church of Brazil and
through such contact seek new openings for a mission ministry to Brazil.
The Latin America Committee of the board is corresponding with Mis-
sionary Muller and the churches in Brazil and will advise the board in
February, 1965 as to further plans. :

C. Cuba

By the good providence of God the work in Cuba is still being carried
on. At present there are no American missionaries from our church in
Cuba, but Cubans under appointment of the mission are faithfully
preaching the Word. We are happy to report that last December they
were able to have a special Children’s Rally with government consent.
We present a list of locations at which regular services are being held
and the names of the brethren conducting the services:

Agramonte - M. Morejon; Alacranes - D. Romero; Amarillas - S.
Lima; Bolondron - F. Reinoso; Calimete - 1.. Ramirez; Havana - E. Mar-
tinez; Jaguey Grande - R, Borrego; Torrientes - A. Martinez.

Services are well attended. Notwithstanding the difficulties in sustain-
ing easy contact with our Cuba brethren because of the international
difficulties, we are grateful for the encouraging reports of the progress of
the work. One of the difficulties facing the missionaries is the lack of
sufficient Christian literature. They indicate this is due to the lack of
necessary paper, and literature from the outside is not reaching them
even though much was shipped to them. Daily Vacation Bible Schools
are features of each mission.

We must continue to remember our Cuba mission in a very special way.
One missionary writes, “Some difficulties arose which were most un-
pleasant . . . . one of the brethren was much discouraged but he has been
strengthened again and is now assisting the meetings with courage and
enthusiasm.”” Another writes, “We stand in very great need of prayer of
all of our brethren and therefore plead that we be remembered by you
in your prayers.”

D. Mexico

The Board of Foreign Missions took grateful notice of the fact that the
transfer of the Indian Field to the Board of Home Missions and the
transfer of the Mexico work to the care of the Board of Foreign Missions
took place with mutual goodwill.
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Mexico has a land area of 760,373 square miles. It has a population
of about 28,000,000. The land area is about 2 /2 times that of the State
of Texas and populatmn wise it is about 3)% times larger than Texas.
This means that our board has been confronted with a mission field of no
mean proportions. The more significant factor, however, is the religious
situation that confronts us. Mexico is traditionally and predominantly
Roman Catholic. The Protestant population is estimated at about 3%,
and officially the country is committed to freedom of worship. While
religious freedom is guaranteed, the government owns all church prop-
erty. Roman Catholics and Protestants alike are compelled to confine
their religious teaching to church premises. Theological teaching must
be conducted in church buildings.

Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico

Our work in Mexico has been established in cooperation with the In-
dependent Presbyterian Church of Mexico. Last year Synod instructed
our board to prepare a statement concerning this church. The mandate
reads, “That Synod instruct the Board of Foreign Missions to investigate
the origin, history, and character of the Independent Presbyterian Church
antg report to the Synod of 1964.” (Acts of Synod, 1963, Art. 99, B, 1,
p. 73)

We offer the following as a summary statement of the origin, history,
and character of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico:

A. Origin of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico

1. Presbyterian mission work in Mexico has been carried on for many years,
beginning as early as 1872, Three distinct groups have been engaged in bringing
the gospel to the Mexican people: Presbyterian Church, USA (commonly known
as “Northern Presbyterian’); Presbyterian Church, U.S. (commonly known as
“Southern Presbyterian”); and Associate Reformed Presbytenan Church.

Missions were established in many places, churches organized, Bible schools and
seminaries established.

Late in the 19th century a few Presbyteries were organized. In 1901 the first
General Synod was organized by a group of Presbyteries. Now there are 12 Pres-
byteries, three Synods and the General Assembly—at present three U.S. bodies co-
operate with this Mexican church in its educational and missionary program (the
first two mentioned above and the Reformed Church of America). The denomi-
nation has 117 ordained ministers, 200 lay workers, and a total of about 100,000
members. Since 1947 this denomination is known as the National Presbyterlan
Church of Mexico.

2. Not all the Presbyterians in Mexico have joined with this body. The As-
sociate Reformed Presbyterian Church maintains its own identity in Mexico and
carries on its work in the northeastern part of the country.

A large segment of the Mexico City area Presbytery broke away from the
National Presbyterian Church in about 1954 under the leadership of Dr. Eleazer
Perez and formed an independent group.

Durmg the .years 1940-1950 various pastors, in various parts of the country, for
.various.reasons and at various times, left or were excluded from their presbyteries.
This was done due to conflicts between U.S. missionaries and Mexican pastors,
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and between the Mexican church leaders and members of presbyteries because
some church leaders had the tendency of becoming very domineering and dic-
tatorial. Usually the occasions or motives were practical and church-governmental
rather than doctrinal. As a result, several “independent” Presbyterian churches
were established.

3. On January 14, 1950, a group of these independent Presbyterians gathered
in Mexico City and established the Independent Mexican Presbytery; six ministers,
four elders and nine evangelists and workers signed the document of organization.
None of these were ever members of the assembly of the National Presbyterian
Church of 1947,

This presbytery did not unite with the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico.
According to Rev. Felipe Declgado, one of the founders of the Independent Pres-
byterian Church of Mexico, the reason was this: The group desired to establish
and promote a truly Presbyterian work in Mexico—vigorously Reformed in doc-
trine, really Presbyterian in .church government and zealously evangelistic in mis-
sion endeavor. It was felt by them that they could not carry on this type of pro-
gram in the National Presbyterian Church.

B. History of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico. This history is
brief, only about 14 years.

1. The original pastors and congregations (seven congregations, six ministers)
were very scattered—one congregation and one minister in northern Mexico;
three congregations and three ministers in central Mexico; three congregations
and two ministers in southeastern Mexico. . However, they kept contact through
Presbytery meetings and also conventions for members. In 1963 the group held
its ninth Presbytery meeting.

2. Growth has not been spectacular, but steady. Four ministers have joined the
church (one in 1951, one in 1954, two in 1963). Death has thinned the original
group of pastors, so that today there is a total of seven ministers.

The number of congregations has grown from seven to twelve organized
churches and twenty unorganized groups and mission stations (not counting in
this number the mission stations begun by the Christian Reformed Church in its
Mexican program).

There are 750 confessing members and 767 baptized members-——total number of
souls is 1,517.

3, From the start the church has sought to train workers in the John Calvin
Theological School. Lack of teachers (Rev. Delgado has had to do this along
with all his other work) and of funds has hampered this project. -

4. First contact with the Christian Reformed Church was in 1960 when Rev.
J. J. Pott visited Rev. Delgado. In November, 1960, Rev. H. J. Evenhouse and
Rev. Pott again visited Rev. Delgado. As 2 result, an invitation was received to
send observers to the Assembly. First official contact was in February, 1961, when
the Board of Foreign Missions, upon invitation, delegated the Revs. J. J. Pott and
S. A. Werkema to attend the meeting of the Presbytery in Mexico held in Cam-
peche on February 17-21, 1961.

5. The National Presbyterian Church of Mexico desires the union of all Pres-
byterians in" Mexico in one body. Unofficial and individual overtures toward that
end have not met with even initial success. The Independent Presbyterian Church
feels its separate existence is warranted, today even more than 14 years ago per-
haps, and that their-congregations, ministers and members are conscience bound
to continue: in that way, guided by the motives that led to the organization in -

1950:.
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C. Character of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico

1. The group is not schismatic, has never desired to be and has no intention of
manifesting itself as such. The group did not break away as a group, but arose
out of the union of congregations and ministers who at various times and for
various reasons left or were excluded from their communion.

.+ 2. The church is doctrinally sound, adhering to the Westminster symbols and

now also to the Three Forms of Unity of the Christian Reformed Church as being
the true interpretation of Scripture.

3. The denomination sccks to develop and grow along Presbyterian lines, and
also in this secks the help and guidance of the Christian Reformed Church.

4, There is a healthy evangelistic fervor among the ministers and in the con-
gregations. There is the desire to communicate the gospel to others.

5. The Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico desires to be very closely
associated with the Christian Reformed Church in a cooperative mission program
in Mexico.

Statement of ‘Cooperation with the Independent Presbyterian Church
of Mexico

In order to carry on mission work in Mexico, it is necessary to have
official status and such is not possible independent of an established and
legally recognized church body. The door is closed to any free mission
effort whether that comes from non-Mexican Roman Catholic sources
or non-Mexican Protestant sources. For this reason it was necessary for
our Board of Foreign Missions to secure appropriate entry into Mexico
via invitation of an established church in Mexico. This has been given
by the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico and has been ac-
cepted by our board. Only by assisting the Independent Presbyterian
Church of Mexico and by a program of cooperation can our work be
carried forward. In order to establish good lines of cooperations, a state-
ment of cooperation has been drawn up and has been approved by the
Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico. This document was drawn
up at a special meeting in Coyoacan, Mexico on July 17-23, 1963, which
was attended by representatives of the Christian Reformed Church and
the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico. Those representing
the Christian Reformed Church were the Revs. J. J. Pott, M. Baarman,
D. J. Negen, F. M. Huizenga, and H. J. Evenhouse. This statement of
cooperation is as follows and we request the endorsement of Synod.

1. The Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico and the Christian Re-
formed Church, although united in mission work in Mexico, shall retain their own
autonomy. .

2. All missionaries sent from the Christian Reformed Church shall receive their
initial assignment from the Christian Reformed Church and any -changes in this
general assignment shall be by consent of the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign
Missions,

3. That the Christian Reformed Church remains at complete liberty to recruit
workers, both before and after the meeting of the presbytery (assembly),

4, That the workers which have been recruited previous to the meeting of pres-
bytery (assembly) shall come under the ultimate direction and supervision of the
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Independent Presbyterian Church ‘of Mexico and-the Christian Reformed Church
so far as their mission work is concerned.

5. The immediate direction and supervision of the work carried on cooperatively
by the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico and the Christian Reformed
Church shall be the duty of a joint committee, three members to be appointed by
the I.P.C. and three members to be appointed by the C.R.C. The chairmanship
of this committee shall rotate annually between the I.P.C. and the C.R.C.

6. All Mexican nationals who are either partially or wholly supported by the
C.R.C. shall come under the supervision of the joint mission committee,

7. All Mexican nationals shall submit monthly reports to the secretary of the
joint committee who in turn shall send copies to the respective church bodies.

8. All C.R.C. missionaries, while remaining members of the C.R.G,, shall be
associate members of the I.P.G., All ordained C.R.C, missionaries shall be mem-
bers of the Presbytery.

9. It shall be understood that the LP.C. shall retain the rights of control over
the pulpits and mission stations of her church; that the C.R.C. shall have full con-
trol over the selection of missionaries to represent her in Mexico; that the LP.C.
shall ‘have the right to temporarily suspend a missionary of the G.R.C. for due
cause from any official services in Mexico, but rights to depose from office will
remain completely in the hands of the G.R.C.

10. Any amendments to the above rules may be proposed by either body (I.P.C.
or C.R.C.), but they become effective only when approved by both bodies.

Additional Missionaries to Mexico
The board requests synodical approval to send two additional mis-
sionaries to Mexico.
“It was decided to seek synodical approval to send a third missionary
to Mexico to serve as a full-time field director.
“Grounds:

“l. The need of continual supervision of the work done by Mexican
national workers and seminarians.

“2. The need of intensive follow-up work among the migrants.

“It was decided to seek synodical approval of a fourth missionary :to
Mexico to serve as a seminary professor, ,

“Grounds:

“1. The need of a strong native ministry,

“2. The present seminary faculty work load is too great.
3. An expected seminary enrollment expansion.”

At the present time two missionaries of our church are assigned to
:Mexico, the Revs. Gerald Nyenhuis and Roger Greenway. Both serve as
instructors at the John Calvin Seminary and are active in giving guid-
ance to the missionary outreach through the students who itinerate. Rev.
J. J. Pott is under appointment of the Board of Home Missions but re-
tains a close association with our Mexican work south of the U.S.A.
border, By mutual consent between the Board of Home Missions and the
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Board of Foreign Missions, when he serves south of the border he is under
assignment of the Board of Foreign Missions, At such times his mission-
ary budget needs are underwritten by the Board of Foreign Missions.
The three missionaries, Revs. Greenway, Nyenhuis, and Pott, constitute
the Christian Reformed Church’s comumittee for Mexico, to serve on a
joint committee with delegates of the Independent Presbyteria.n Church
to administer the mission work in Mexico. However, it is the desire of
Rev. Pott that he be relieved of the responsibilities which divide his time
between the work north and south of the U.S, border. Reluctantly the
Board of Foreign Missions yields to this request and asks Synod for the
liberty of appointing a third missionary-to serve primarily in visiting and
counseling the national mission workers and in giving religious instruction
at the various mission centers. This missionary would become responsible
for the work now conducted by Rev. Pott.

Rev. Greenway and Rev. Nyenhuis now are carrying full loads for
teaching and administration of the newly formed seminary. The demands
of expanded curriculum and the heavy student load and the necessary
missionary ministries each must necessarily perform indicates the need for
additional staff. These requests have risen on the field and have been
endorsed by our board.

Literature Distribution Center

In order to meet the needs of the Mexico mission as it seeks to fulfill
its literature ministry, the board has authorized the opening of a literature
distribution center in Mexico City. The executive committee of the
board was instructed to implement this decision, and our missionaries are
working out the details as well as considering the question of location,
materials to be handled, and the ways and means of operating a book-
store. Itds to be done in conjunction with the Independent Presbyterian
Church and to be operated under the administration of the joint com-
mittee representing both the I.P.C. and the CR.C. The following
grounds were given for the decision to establish a literature distribution
center:

“1. One of the most fruitful avenues of mission endeavor in Mexico
is the distribution of Christian literature.
“2. An increasing amount of good literature is being produced.

“3. Good organization demands a center where a literature display
can be set up and from which literature can be distributed to all parts of
the country.”

It should be mentioned that the Minute Men for Missions of the Mlll-
brook Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids have decided to care
for the cost of operating this literature distribution center.

Mexican Boat Mission

For the past few years the Knollwood Christian Reformed Church of
Kalamazoo has sponsored the Mexican Boat Mission, which had its center
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of operation at Tampico, Mexico, with an outreach of the Gospel to vil-
lages on the shores of the local rivers. It is the desire of the Knollwood
church that this project become part of the work of the denomination.
At the present time the Independent Presbyterian Church and our staff
in Mexico has been asked to evaluate this work, its possibilities and chal-
lenge, and report back to the executive committee of our board. Should
there be report and action on this matter prior to the meeting of Synod,
there will be a supplemental report for Synod.

Section Five
South Asia

The work of the committee under the above heading encompasses the
largest expanse of territory of any field committee of our board. The
following countries are grouped under the general heading South Asia:
Australia, Ceylon, Guam, Indonesia, New Zealand, and the Philippine
Islands.

A. Australia, Ceylon, and New Zealand

The work in these three countries is somewhat similar in that our mis-
sionaries entered the country at the invitation of the established church.
Our missionaries are loaned to the national church because of a shortage
of ordained men, and for the purpose of helping the church in its out-
reach to those who have not heard the Gospel as well as to those who
have drifted away after having once been within the church.

In Australia we have four missionaries at present. Although our mis-
sionaries are loaned to the church for a five-year period, Rev. Gerard
Van Groningen has returned for a second term of service to teach in the
Reformed Theological College of Geelong, Rev. John Morren is located
in Brisbane, Rev. Alan Arkema in Newcastle, and Mr. Jan Senneker in
Warrnambool.

Rev. Richard Venema has completed a five-year period in New Zealand
and has returned to this country. One missionary, Rev. Sidney Cooper,
remains in New Zealand.

In Ceylon Rev. Clarence Van Ens and Rev. John Van Ens work within
the context of the Dutch Reformed Church .on that island. The work of
assisting in the Dutch Reformed Church in its outreach to the Sinhalese
and Tamil people is moving forward and many are becoming interested
in The Word. At the present time more than 2,000 Buddhist monks are
receiving and reading tracts and other printed parts of The Word, and
3,000 temples have received copies of the Bible. As a result, more than
25,000 have inquired about the Christian faith, and Christian evangelists
have been invited into the temples.

B. Guam and the Philippine Islands

The work on these two strategic islands in the Pacific was begun by
the Orthodox Protestant Reformed Church and was placed under the
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administration of our board several years ago when that denomination
united with us.

Guam is a small island just over 200 square miles, with a population
of about 59,000. However, it is the center of a large island world with
the island of Truk a point of special interest. Rev., John Hofman, Jr.,
served on Guam for several years but in 1962 returned to this country
and accepted a regular pastorate, Mr. and Mrs. Jay Poel accepted an
appointment- to manage the Christian bookstore and carry on mission
work. The destruction of the bookstore in 1962 seriously hindered the
work, but the Poels carried on courageously. The radio broadcasts are
well received and attendance at worship services has increased. In a
recent report Mr. Poel suggested that an ordained man would be valuable
in the development of the church, and the board instructed the secretary
to correspond with Mr. Poel in regard to this need.

The work in the Philippines was begun by Mr. and Mrs. Vicente
Apostol, a Filipino couple who graduated from the Reformed Bible In-
stitute and endeared themselves to the congregation of the Faith Chris-
tian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids while in this country. That
church has continued its support of this couple. The Synod of 1962
authorized the board to implement the decision of taking over the Philip-
pines “by sending two ordained men to the Philippines when finances
permit.” Thus far the board has not felt free to call someone for this
work due to our financial condition. However, noting the urgent appeal
of the Apostols, the board in February instructed the Recruiting and Per-
sonnel Committee to proceed with calling one man for this work. May
the Lord of the harvest provide a man for this specific task, and the fi-
nances to carry on this work.

Section Six
Nigeria
It seems rather strange to state that Nigeria is now our oldest foreign

mission field—and yet it is true. The China field is closed, the Indian
field has been transferred, and thus Nigeria is our oldest field.

Although our church took over the work in Nigeria officially only in
1940, what marvels the Lord has wrought! The original area of ap-
proximately 100 by 125 miles has been enlarged twice when sections of
the area occupied by the Tiv tribe were turned over to our board by the
Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa.

Nigeria is not only our oldest field, but our largest field, and it takes
up the greater part of our budget. The total population of that area of
Nigeria in which we are located is about 1,000,000 people. A total of
85 missionaries carry on the work of evangelism, medicine and educa-
tion. If we include wives and children, our missionary family aproaches
the 300 mark,

How is our work carried on in Nigeria? The national church has been
organized and is steadily growing toward spiritual maturity. Our or-
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dained missionaries are assisted by a host of Nigerian ministers and evan-
gelists. Thus far 34 Nigerians have been ordained to the ministry and
others are preparing for ordination. There are 77 evangelists paid by
the Nigerian church and many others who give of their time as they can.
The Bible schools and Classes for Religious Instruction train thousands
to witness for their Lord. In fact, the year-end report showed that more
than 17,000 attend these classes for religious instruction. The Benue
Bible School and the Bible schools in Baissa and Wukari are schools
which students attend full time to prepare as evangelists.

" A few other statistics will be of interest. On Sunday, worship services
are held in 1,500 places. This will vary from large churches where hun-
dreds gather for worship to places in the open where a few gather to-
gether. But the Word is proclaimed in 1,500 places! And almost 120,000
people gather for worship. In 1963 a total of 2,131 new communicant
members were added to the church, making a total of 11,720 members
in full communion at the close of 1963. That is an increase of more
than 22%! If our church in the United States and Canada would in-
crease by such a percentage, we should add 30,000 communicant mem-
bers per year!

Christian education is also an important aspect of our work. The
number of students in the junior and senior primary schools, correspond-
ing to our first eight grades, was 13,809 last year. All of these schools
are taught by 291 Nigerians. American personnel are teaching only in
the Bristow Secondary School, the Teacher Training College, or are in
supervisory capacity. And Nigerians are rapidly becoming qualified for
these tasks.

The mission medical work also gives evidences of the rich blessings of
the Lord. Our two hospitals treated 7,469 in-patients and 28,800 out-
patients during 1963 while our dispensaries cared for 38,413 additional
people. And 8,047 leprosy patients were treated during the year in our
clinics and segregation areas. Not only did such a number of people
receive aid for their physical troubles, but through the medium of doc-
tors, nurses, chaplains and other medical assistants the Word was
brought to all. How true that a troubled body may be a real seed bed
for the sowing of the Word.

In this report we must not overlook the assistance given by those who
at their own expense aided directly in the work.” Two dentists, Dr. H.
Homan and Dr. R. Oom, spent several weeks on the field attendmg to
the dental needs of missionaries and their families as well as ngenans
Mr. Owen Aukeman, a building contractor, is spending an entire year
in Nigeria without expense to the board, helping with the building and
maintenance program. A 1964 Calvin graduate will give a full year to
teach in Nigeria, and others have inquired as to opportunities for service.

We praise Almighty God for His goodness manifested toward us and
for the blessings He has showered upon us. This applies not oiily to the
work in Nigeria but to the work on every one of our foreign fields. We
trust that Synod will once again supply the needed budget to carry
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forward the work, and that the church will faithfully remember the mis-
sionaries and their work in prayer.

Section Seven
Financial Matters
A. Treasurer’s Report

The following are concise statements of balance sheets and receipts
and disbursements of the various funds at the close of December 31, 1963,
as prepared by our auditor. A detailed account of all transactions will
be presented to the budget committees of Synod.

March 14, 1964
Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions .
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Gentlemen:
We have made an examination of the books and accounting records of the

Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions for the year ended December 31,
1963 and have prepared therefrom the following concise statements:

General

Balance sheet

Statement of revenues and expenses
Statement of Annuity, Pension and Relief Funds

Balance sheet
Statement of fund balances .
Statement of revenues and expenditures

Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards and, accordingly, included such other auditing procedures as we con-
sidered possible in each circumstance.

Respectfully submitted,
Dwight D. Ferris
Certified Public Accountant

Balance Sheet
December 31, 1963

ASSETS

Current Assets

Cash on hand and in banks .. $ 319,036.21

Accounts, notes and contracts receivable ... 65,652.44

Bonds and investments . 66,707.50
- Inventories 11,967.91

Other prepayments 136,658.70

Total current assets $ 600,022.76

Fixed Assets .

Land buildings, furniture and equipment .......... $2,553,968.98

Reserve for depreciation 823,395.46 1,730,573.52

Total Assets $2,330,596.28
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LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES
Current Liabilities

Accounts payable and accruals ceeeeeceeeceeeenenn. $ 48,133.34
Contracts payable 33,520.61
Liability for girls home 19,128.79
Liability for unexpended balances .oocoweeoreaecne. 207,321.29

Total current liabilities

Other Liabilities

Memorial fund trereenenearrnsmeeanan

Fund Balances
Operating fund rreimiaeeeens $ 285,957.53
Plant fund ... . 1,730,573.52

$ 308,104.03

5,961.20

2,016,531.05

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances .ooeoeooericecieee

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures
December 31, 1963

Revenues
Mission Work
Classical quotas $ 982,957.76
Salary support - Indian field .o 74,504.66
Salary support - Foreign field ... 344,366.97
Gifts and offerings 79,649.71
Rehoboth Hospital - operating —oeeeevovreeeees 25,544.72
Rehoboth Mission - operating 21,766.20
Other stations - operating —......cccooacceees 3,030.49
Interest and dividends ... 22,875.69
Other operating revenues 13,385.87
Special Gifts
General missions . 47,317.06
Legacies 17,423.69
Non designated gifts:
Indian field ..o aeee 6,137.88
Foreign field 20,264.04
Designated gifts:
Indian field 10,908.11
Foreign field 137,868.68
General - 3,406.73
. Sale of Assets
Rehoboth land 6,800.00
Sale of cars - Ceylon . 2,287.23
" Sale of car - New Zealand ...ccccooeorcecerceecececee 3,290.00
Sale of other property -~ Japan 16,210.50

$2,330,596.28

$1,568,082.07

243,326.19

28,587.73

Total Revenues ...

$1,839,995.99
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Expenditures . -
Operating Fixed Assets Total

Administrative ...$ 75,441.31 § 293.50 $ 75,734.81
General ..ooee 38,636.74 — 38,636.74
Promotion  ..o..--- 17,156.48 — 17,156.48
Indian field ... 476,515.66 68,809.74 545,325.40
Australia ... 42,764.11 2,516.93 45,281.04
Ceylon 42,027.90 —_ 42,027.90
Cuba e 20,870.73 — 20,870.73
Formosa . 45,579.15 — 45,579.15
Japan e 132,570.86 108,509.68 241,080.54
New Zealand ...... 26,764.00 — 26,764.00
South America ..  63,474.64 8,683.99 72,158.63
Sudan . 568,091.55 55,167.17 623,258.72
Guam 10,249.99 1,700.00 11,949.99
Mexico 27,385.93 — 27,385.93
Korea 6,423.36 — 6,423.36
Philippine Islands 4,455.00 — 4,455.00
Totals ... $1,598,407.41 § 245,681.01 $1,844,088.42
Less expenditures for prior commitments ............ 92,423.25

Excess of current revenue over expenditures
1963 reserved funds unspent

$1,751,665.17
88,330.82
52.648.84

Increase in operating fund balance

Statement of Annuity, Pension and Relief Funds
December 31, 1963

Balance Sheet
December 31, 1963

$ 35,681.98

Annuity fund Pension fund Relief fund
Assets :
Cash in bank ..o $ 1,141.08 § 17,870.62 $ 9,392.43
Investments . 27,696.45 154,000.00 76,000.00
Total ASSES omeemmeeveecrmeeemeemeeeesemssnens $28,837.53 $171,870.62 $85,392.43
Liabilities and Fund Balance
Annuities payable $28,700.00 3
Employees equity oo — 52,220.03 —
Fund balance ... 13753 119.650.59  85,392.43
Total liabilities and fund balance $28,837.53 $171,870.62 $85,392.43
Statement of Fund Balances
Fund balance - Janvary 1, 1963 ... $ 347.19 $113,461.02 $83,169.28
Additions ......... 1,107.34 11,058.13 2,223.15
Totals ........ $1,454.53 $124,519.15 $85,392.43
DedUCtIONS  oooeoceececeveeiaeemeem s e e e e enn 1,317.00 -~ 4,868.56 —
Fund balance - December 31, 1963 ............... $ 137.53 $119,650.59 $85,392.43
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Statement of Revenues and Expenditures
Year Ended December 31, 1963

Revenues : ..$1,107.34 § 17,320.16 § 2,223.15
Expenditures 1,317.00° 7,078.46 —_
Excess reserves over expenditures -......ccom..... $ (209.66) $ 10,241.70 § 2,223.15

—

B. Budget for 1965 — A complete list of budget requests for 1965 will
be submitted to officers of Synod and to members of its advisory com-
mittee when Synod meets. A summary of these requests follows:

BUDGET 1965
Budget Expenditures
Administration $ 141,700
Field Operation
Salaries SO $625,000
Field €XPENSes e nemceeeenace 270,800

Medical . 25,300
To and from field . .. 223,300

Total field operation expense ....... $1,144,400
Capital Expenditures .. 231,200
Field Expansion U, 140,000

Total Budget Expenditures ...... - $1,657,300

Estimated -Source of Funds

Field receipts . SOR— --$ 20,000
Missionary support R 380,000
Gifts and offerings : .. 260,000
Quota receipts . : S 925,000
Total estimated receipts rememeeameneaemer e e nnnean $1,585,000
Deficit - 72,300
Total amount needed for 1965 budget «..cooeeieeoea oo e reea $1,657,300

C. Request for szczal Offerings

We respectfully request that Synod continue the Chrlsuan Reformed
Board of Foreign Missions on the list of denominational causes recom-
mended for one or more offerings.

Ground: Quota contributions in 1963 covered only 49% of our total
cost of operauon

Section Eight
Summary of Items on Which We Request Synodical Action .

1. Approval of board members and alternates. Section One, A,
(See also later supplementary report.)
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Election of members-at-large. Section One, B.
(See also later supplementary report.)

. Committee of Pensions. Section One, D.

. Representation at Synod. Section One, F.

. Unordained Employees Benefit Plan, Section Two, A.

. Job Classification and Salary Scale . Section Two, C.

. Japan, Request for tenth ordained man. Section Three, A.
. Taiwan, Reformed Missions Council. Section Three, C.

(See also later supplementary report for final recommendation.)

. Mexico, Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico.

Section Four, D. (Cf. Acts of Synod 1963, Art. 99, B, s, p. 73)

Mexico, Statement of Cooperation with the Independent Presbyterian
Church of Mexico. Section Four, D.

Mexico, Additional Missionaries. Section Four, D.

Mexico, Literature Distribution Center. Section Four, D. _
Financial Matters, Treasurer’s report for 1963. Section Seven, A.
Financial Matters, Budget requests for 1965. Section Seven, B.
Financial Matters, Request for special offerings. Section Seven, C.

Respectfully submitted,
Board of Foreign Missions
Henry J. Evenhouse, executive secretary
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REPORT NO. 10
THE BACK TO GOD HOUR

EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

I. INTRODUGTION

During the event-filled year 1963 it was your committee’s privilege to
carry on our denomination’s broadcasting activities. We are thankful
that our sovereign God has once again used this means to extend His
kingdom and to strengthen His Church. Responses from individuals all
over the world have demonstrated the universal hunger for the gospel
and the relevance of the Reformed faith. It is hoped that this report
will give you a feeling for the difficulties and the challenges which are a
part of this work and that it will fill your hearts with rejoicing as you
remember with gratitude that all of us together have the opportunity of
sharing in this important and exciting work.

I1. Rabpio BROADGASTING

Radio broadcasting continues to be the main responsibility of the com-
mittee. Besides producing the well known Back to God Hour, the com-
mittee also produces.an Arabic broadcast, Saatu’l-Islah, and a Spanish
language broadcast, La Hora De La Reforma. Besides the production of
these programs, the committee is responsible for the placement of the
English and Arabic broadcasts, and it has also been active in placing the
Spanish broadcast in consultation with the Home and Foreign Mission
Boards. In producing these programs, the committee seeks to maintain
the highest possible quality with respect to music, content, and reproduc-
tion, Because of this, these programs have been well received by the
broadcasting industry in our country and in foreign lands.

A. English Language Broadcasting

1. The Domestic Network — During 1963, our basic domestic network
was maintained without essential change, though various stations were
added and dropped from the network throughout the year. At present
297 stations in the United States and Canada carry The Back to God
Hour either in the 30-minute or the 25-minute format. Of these, 77 are
Mutual stations, 78 are with NBC, 7 are in the Yankee Network, 22 are
in the Intermountain Network, and 113 are independent. A weekly
tabulation of response from each station provides our office staff with a
constant check of the station’s performance. A station that does not
maintain minimum performance standards is dropped from the network
if possible. The broad coverage of The Back to God Hour is provided
by the large networks with which we have contracts that give us the ad-
vantage of substantial discounts. Individual, non-network stations are
added to our log in response to special denominational needs. The major
networks continually offer stations to us, but these are generally refused
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unless they represent outstanding broadcasting bargains in important
markets not already covered. Otherwise stations are added only when
requested by local churches and by home mission stations. Forty-three
stations of the domestic network directly serve either denominational or
classical home mission activity. Many of these were added to our station
log recently through the initiative of home missionaries and with their
cooperation. The Back to God Hour considers the maintenance of this
home mission network one of its prime responsibilities and invites each
home missionary to determine how our denominational broadcast can
better serve the needs of his situation.

The Back to God Hour radio program is broadcast on a free-time basis
on 20 stations. Among these stations are such important outlets as WLS
in Chicago, a station generating exceptionally high response. It must be
remembered that no radio time is really free time—somebody has to pay
for every minute a station is on the air. Therefore, we must not take this
free time given to The Back to God Hour for granted, but must consider
it an exceptional evidence of the willingness of many broadcasters to co-
operate with us. The Back to God Hour office has kits available which
will help local groups approach their radio stations with a view to pro-
curing free time from them.

Perhaps the greatest obstacle which faces your committee in broad-
casting is the unannounced and sudden decisions of certain major inde-
pendent broadcasters to terminate the airing of paid religious broadcasts
like ours. Recently this has occurred at KHJ in Los Angeles, a station
that had carried The Back to God Hour for seventeen years. Because
KH] decided to broadcast only local programs on a free-time basis, our
program was dropped. In certain respects, local broadcasters cannot be
blamed for their actions since some religious broadcasters have been quite
unscrupulous in their use of thé airwaves. Our people can protect our
use of commercial facilities by refusing to support independent religious
broadcasters who do not submit to careful fiscal control and who do not
respect the privilege which is theirs in the use of public broadcasting
facilities. Further, this problem is an occasion for fervent prayer on be-
half of all of us: our use of facilities in many instances is dependent upon
one man’s decision ‘or .upon the feelings of a small group of individuals
in the broadcasting industry.

In general, broadcasting costs are increasing gradually. The actual
expenditure for broadcasting in 1963 represented an increase of 4.4%
over 1962. This increase occurred in spite of exceptional credits: during
1963 and in spite of the loss of KH]J, a relatively high-cost station. . This
gradual rise in costs is the result of gradually rising station rates and ‘the
result of the necessity for your committee to negotiate more contracts
with independent stations rather than with networks. It also reflects our
attempt to keep pace with growing home mission activity by placing the
program where our home mission work is being carried on. At the same
time, we can be grateful that the higher costs of broadcasting do not
indicate 2 higher absolute cost- for our operation. As a matter of fact,
there is much evidence that broadcasting. continues to be an em:eptlonal
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bargain for our church. Today we witness a resurgence in the power of
radio. Furthermore, the committee’s continual check of station effective-
ness assures the denomination that its broadcasting dollars are being well
spent. The increase of interest in follow-up activity also assures the ‘de-
nomination that the money spent in broadcasting will show results in a
broader ministry as local churches and mission stations contact Back to
God Hour listeners and seek to introduce them into the fellowship of our
churches. This year we have also had the privilege of witnessing the birth
of a new church which resulted from The Back to God Hour ministry.
The return on our broadcast investment is very high.

2. Foreign English Broadcasting — The rapid movement of world
events and their explosive nature, along with the constant advance of
world communism, makes the foreign broadcast of The Back to God
Hour particularly important. Our world-wide outreach. is maintained by
several important short wave stations. Trans World Radio carries the
broadcast in England, continental Europe, and Scandinavia, Occasionally
response to TWR is received from Hungary as well as East Germany.
HCJB, the Voice of the Andes, brings The Back to God Hour into New
Zealand, and DZAS, located in the Philippines, reaches into Ceylon and
South India. ELWA carries the broadcast into West Africa and covers
such important countries as Ghana, Liberia, and West Nigeria. Besides
this short wave network, we maintain regular wave broadcasts in Panama,
Formosa, Puerto Rico, Guam, Korea, Ecuador, and Costa Rica. It is also
the privilege of your committee to cooperate with the Reformed Church
of Australia and New Zealand as they utilize Australian stations to bring
The Back to God Hour to their countrymen. ‘

The response to the English broadcast from foreign countries is strong
and encouraging. The quality of the response is high and indicates many
- religious, business, and governmental leaders are among our regular
audience. Back country evangelists listen regularly and request literature
for the people they are reaching. About 30 letters a month are received
from Ghana, notorious for its anti-Americanism. While the audience in
a given foreign country may not be large relative to. the total population,
it is often comprised of some of the most important people in that
country. The broadcast opens the way for further literature distribution
as well,

Rev. B. Madany is responsible for clearing our- English broadcast for
foreign transmission: Programs which relate only to the American situ-
ation or which may affect adversely the foreign policy of the United
States are not sent overseas. But most regular. Back to God Hour broad-
casts do finally find their-way to our foreign outlets and the comments
from our listeners demonstrate that-the gospel we seek to-present is finding
ready entrance everywhere. We are especially happy when foréign
listeners recognize that the Lord has préserved within the Christian Re-
formed Church a distinctive heritage which can also be beneficial for
them. Many request reprints of messages for further study., ‘The world-
wide acceptance of our Back to God Hour, so commeon to, many of us,
can be a‘source of encouragement for-our. church .
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B. Foreign Language Broadcasting

1. The Arabic Broadcast — This ministry, begun in 1958, has grown
to become one of the most important elements of our denomination’s
broadcasting activity. Our Arabic broadcasts, which include a 30-minute
broadcast each Sunday and a 15-minute broadcast Monday through
Saturday, are beamed twice each day to the Arab lands of North Africa
and the Middle East. The 15-minute programs consist of Bible instruc-
tion, Jessons from church history, and catechism sermons. The broadcast
covers an area 4,500 miles long and 1,500 miles wide. Steady response
to the broadcast throughout 1963 has swelled the mailing list to 2,400
names. Rev. B. Madany, who keeps in continual contact with the coun-
tries he reaches through newspapers, magazines, and through his family,
which still lives in Beirut, Lebanon, carries on an important follow-up
ministry by means of letters and by means of the literature he produces.

The Arabic broadcast reaches many countries in which it would be
impossible to carry on regular mission work because of nationalism. We
know of groups of Christians who study Reformed literature in various
communities in Egypt, the country from which we receive our greatest
response. Thus, it is possible for us to minister to many Coptic Christians
who have never had the opportunity of hearing the Reformation gospel
proclaimed. Response from Mohammedan countries also indicates that
the broadcast is reaching many who are under the sway of the false doc-
trines of this religion which is becoming in many respects the religion of
African nationalism.

. Our experience in connection with our Arabic ministry has been most
heartening and encourages us to come to Synod with a specific request
relating to foreign broadcasting. This request is found on the last pages
of our report. The Arabic ministry has demonstrated the full potential
of radio in the church’s mission outreach.

2. Spanish Broadcast — Our present Spanish broadcast La Hora De
La Reforma, consists of translations of regular Back to God Hour mes-
sages. During 1963, another 13-program series was produced, bringing
the total of Spanish programs to 39. These programs have been pro-
duced by Rev. John Boonstra, who has also been very active in the Cuban
resettlement program of our church. The printed text of each program
is available. :

a. Foreign Broadcast of Spanish — The Spanish broadcast is receiving
a-good reception in Latin American countries. Broadcasters there have
commented favorably on its quality and its value. One missionary tells
how he uses the broadcast to bring the gospel to a group of primitive
Indians in the Ecuadorian jungle. He beams the broadcast to a number
of pre-tuned transmitters which he has located in Indian villages.

At the present time, the broadcast is carried over the All Ecuador
Gospel Network, over HCJB in Ecuador on regular wave and on short
wave, in El Salvador Costa Rica, and Panama.

‘b. Domestic Broadcast of Spanish — Perhaps the most 1mportant
station carrying our Spanish broadcast in-the United States is station



72 REepPoRrTS

WMIE in Miami. During the Cuban crisis, this station was used by the
United States government to reach Cuba. Other stations in the United
States include KRDU in Dinuba, California; WYCA-FM in Hammond,
Indiana; and KCAL in Redlands, California. During the summer months
the program was also released on WCGGO in Chicago Heights, Ill1n015 ;
and W]BL in Holland, Michigan,

At present, it is necessary for stations using the broadcast to replay the
programs after they have been heard once, since it is impossible for us to
provide them with new programs. The need in Spanish broadcasting is

obviously great and it is hoped that the way may open for more work in
this field.

Local groups working with migrants will be interested to know. that
the Spanish tapes are available and can be used with regular tape re-
corders. Though it may be impossible to get the broadcast on the local
station, our office will be happy to send them to all who would like to
use them in connection with their work with migrants. Since the mes-
sages are supported by printed copies, they are espec:lally valuabIe for
this kind of work.

3. Support of Foreign Work — The denommatlon is reminded that
there is no quota for the forelgn work of The Back to God Hour.. Be-
cause of this, your committee would like to encourage the churches to
remember this work each year with their special offerings. We are thank-
ful that certain individuals and churches have already undertaken the
support of certain phases of the foreign work. Rev. Madany stands ready
to give information about his work to any who would be interested in
making his work a specia] project. Other information regarding our
foreign work is available from our office. The strategic 1mportance ‘of .
foreign broadcasting in the total mission of the church makes it important
for our denomination to recogmze its serious respon51b111tles In connectlon
with this work.

ITI. REspoNsE To THE Rapro MINISTRY ’

The mail response to the. various broadcasts is. 1mp0rtant because it
opens the way to further follow-up work, it indicates the effectiveness of
the programs, and it gives concrete evidence of the size of our listening
audience. During 1963, 60,627 letters were received at our office, most
of them direct responses to radio messages. These letters are answered by
sending the literature requested and by sending a form letter which gives
locations of Christian Reformed churches and ‘which suggests that the
listener visit one if possible. A personal letter'is sent to all those who tell

of special spiritual or personal problems or who raise specific biblical
questions. Letters’ received from areas in which we have follow-up
workers are retirned to the point of origin so that a call can be made if
the follow-up workers ‘judge that such a call would be effective and would
be possible. .

The mail response to The Back to God Hour is very significant and
frequently encouraging. Often’the radié messages raise important spirit-
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wual questions in listeners’ minds, Letters frequently tell of those who have
been converted, or strengthened, or encouraged as they seek to live Chris-
tian lives. Excerpts from these letters are included regularly in the Family
Altar, in the Radio Bulletin, and in The Banner. Some messages elicit
high quantities of response. Occasionally more than 2,000 letters come
into the office in response to a given radio message. Such response helps
us estimate the size of our audience. We may well assume that, though
we do not receive quite as many letters from one message as another, the
‘maximum response to our broadcast indicates our listening audience. In
these terms, using projections frequently employed by the broadcasting
industry, our response indicates that approximately 3,000,000 pe0p1e hear
The Back to God Hour each Sunday.

IV. LITERATURE

In order to serve those who respond to the broadcast, your committee
continues to produce a specialized body of literature designed to serve
our listeners’ needs. During 1963, more than 2,600,000 radio messages
were mailed and more than 1,800,000 copies of the Family Altar were
sent. The radio messages are often used as tracts. Many listeners request
them so that they can study the message further. We know of many in-
stances in which missionaries and evangelists use the messages within their
own churches or as they travel. We are especially pleased when radio
messages are reprinted in publications that have wide distribution. Our
denomination’s radio messages have found their way into the African
Methodist Episcopal Review, The Shantyman, The Guide, the Mennonite
Brethren Herald, Canadian Gideon, and the Christian Herald Braille
Magazine. Sometimes listeners print our radio messages in local news-
papers.

The Family Altar continues to be an especially effective element in the
total ministry of The Back to God Hour. This devotional booklet, written
by many of our ministers, is without doubt the most widely read booklet
produced by our church. Ninety-two per cent of the Family Altar readers

. are outside the Christian Reformed Church. Letters from these people
are outspoken in their praise for this booklet. Widows and even divorcees
use it to maintain family devotional life in their homes, students use it
away from home, and newly converted Christians in our country, in
Ghana, and in India and around the world read it with thirsty souls.
It is a friend to prisoners, soldiers, to those without hope, and to the
poverty-stricken.

We want to express our thanks to all who have written Family Altars
during 1963. We have also appreciated the cooperation of Mr, Peter
Meeuwsen, the business manager of our publishing house which prints
the bulk of our English language literature.

~ Because so much of the effectiveness of our Arabic ministry depends
on the availability of literature for our listeners, Rev. Madany continues
to produce material at a rapid rate. Last year we reported the publica-
tion of the booklets Family Worship, Obedience of Faith, Witness of
Faith, and various assorted sermons. This year marked the completion
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of the book, the Epistle to the Romans. This book contains the text of
the book of Romans along with Rev. Madany’s exposition of the book
which he had delivered over the air. We have recetved word that more
than 6,000 copies of this publication have been delivered safely to over-
seas listeners. The reception of this book has been enthusiastic. It is the
largest publishing venture in the Arabic field so far.

Today our Arabic mailing list contains over 2,400 names. Those who
receive the literature distribute and share it. They are often influential
religious leaders or government officials or businessmen. Much of this
literature has been made available through the efforts of a local printer
who donates his time and much of the material involved. We deeply
appreciate his interest and wish to thank him formally at this time for his
efforts. We also want to express appreciation to the Sunday school of
the First Christian Reformed Church of South Holland, Illinois which
has furnished Rev. Madany with a fully automatic addressing machine
which greatly facilitates the mailing of Arabic literature.

Rev. Madany hopes to broaden his Arabic ministry by sending used
commentaries and books on Reformed doctrine to various ministers with
whom he corresponds, Often evangelical ministers and leaders, especially
in Egypt, ask for good commentaries and other useful religious books.
Anyone having serious doctrinal and biblical books which they would like
to make available for this cause, can send them to Rev. Madany and he
will arrange for shipment overseas.

V. FiNaANcESs

The treasurer’s report for 1963 and the proposed budget for 1965 are
included with this report.

V1. PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION
A. The Radio Minister

A great deal of the effectiveness of our radio ministry is determined
by the work of Dr. Peter H. Eldersveld. The committee acknowledges
with gratitude his continued dedicated efforts as program director, radio
speaker, and editor of the Family Altar. His work over the air continues
to be received with blessing by our radio audience. The high quality of
the program has gained in wide acceptance in broadcasting circles. Dr.
Eldersveld’s contacts within our denomination have served to further the
cause of our broadcast and his contacts within other church groups have
broadened the impact of our denomination.

During 1963, Dr. Eldersveld was able to function as co-chairman of
the Calvin Expansion Drive. As such, he often spoke on behalf of Calvin
‘College. His participation in this effort was a natural expression of the
close association between our college and our broadcast throughout the
years, an association which is expressed each Sunday as the Calvin Col-
lege Radio Choir contributes to the effectiveness of the broadcast.

On September 11, 1963, Dr. Eldersveld and his wife were honored by
the committee at a special dinner commemorating his 25th year of or-
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dination. -Our denomination has great cause for thanskgiving to God as
it notes the singularly effective ministry of Dr, Eldersveld. The commit-
tee is thankful that he has willingly dedicated so many of his years to the
broadcasting of the Reformed faith over the air,

B. The Associate Radio Minister

Dr. Joel H. Nederhood continues to carry on an extensive correspond-
ence with our listening audience. This year he will be the speaker during
the summer months, as he was during the summer of 1963. During 1963
he was able to begin a follow-up ministry with a group of Back to God
listeners in Washington, Pennsylvania. More information about the
Washington, Pennsylvania follow-up work is given below.

C. The Minister for Arabic Broadcasting

Rev. Bassam Madany’s work has already been discussed in connection
with the Arabic ministry. Obviously the supervision and production of
the Arabic work is time-consuming and exacting. Rev. Madany is fre-
quently consulted by other Arabic broadcasts for technical advice. Re-
cently, he read an important paper on, “Preparation of Radio Programs
for Muslims” at a mission conference in New Jersey. In the work of Rev.
Madany, our denomination may recognize an exceptional blessing of God
upon our church, for through him it is possible for us to engage in an
exceptionally fruitful radio mission activity.

The committee wishes to express its apprecation to the Revs, Elders-
veld, Nederhood, and Madany for their devotion to the radio ministry
of our denomination.

D. The Radio Choir

. We wish to express our appreciation to Professor James De Jonge,
director of music for The Back to God Hour, who has again led the Cal-
vin College Radio Choir. The choir continues to give inspiration to many
of our listeners, We appreciate greatly the efforts of these young people
who meet regularly and work strenuously in order to maintain the high
standards of our broadcast music ministry. Many of our listeners express
their appreciation for the unselfish work which the Radio Choir and
Professor De Jonge are carrying on in behalf of our radio ministry.

E. The Office Staff

Since the radio ministers must spend a great deal of time in travel and
in projects which keep them away from the office, much of the success
of The Back to God operation is dependent upon our office staff. We are
indeed grateful that God has provided us with personnel who serve with
exceptional initiative and faithfulness. We want to express our apprecia-
tion to Mr. Donald Dykstra, who as office manager is responsible for the
entire operation that is carried on at our Michigan Avenue address. Mrs.
L. De Boer is also especially important as she handles much of the es-
sential correspondence of The Back to God Hour operation and super-
vises the publication work that is carried on. We also want to express
our appreciation to: Mrs. W. Decker, Mrs. A, Kuiper, Mrs. V. Terpstra,
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Miss P. Van Beek and Messrs. W. Prmce J Kulper, M. Wiegers, and
H. Tameling.

F. The Back to God Hour Committee

The members of The Back to God Hour Committee are: Revs. L. A.
Bazuin, W. Huyser, J. P. Smith, L. Tamminga, W. Van Peursem, H. C.
Van Wyk; and Messrs. L. Beré, J. De Nooyer, R, L. Hoekstra, J. Jonker,
D. Ribbens, J. VanderVliet, and J. Veltkamp.

This year, it was necessary for the committee to accept the resignations
of Mr. J. VanderVliet because of ill health, and of Rev. L. Bazuin who
has moved from Denver to the Chicago area. We wish to express our
appreciation to both of these members for their contribution to the work
of The Back to God Hour. In connection with this, we have found it
necessary to appoint others to fill their unexpired terms. These matters,

~, are taken care of at the conclusion of our report.

G. The Building

The Back to God Hour is housed at 10858 South Michigan Avenue,
in Chicago, Illinois. At this time, the upper floor of this building is being
used as a clothing center for the Christian Reformed World Relief Com-
mittee, We are happy to report that during the year 1963 our remodeling
program was completed. We now have very fine facilities which enable
us to carry out our operations with a maximum of efficiency.

VII. FoLrow-up MINISTRY—WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA

With gratitude to God, the committee reports that it has been possible
to carry out an extraordinary follow-up ministry of The Back to God
Hour in Washington, Pennsylvania. A group of families there, listeners
to the broadcast and readers of the Family Altar, contacted our office
last summer and requested more information regarding our denomina-
tion. The associate radio minister was able to acquaint them with the
doctrines of our church. The group, which had met since July 7, invited
Dr. Nederhood to preach for them. He was able to remain in Washmgton
from November 3 to April 5, holding regular worship services twice each
Sunday and conducting cIasses of Christian doctrine. On January 17,
the group formally petitioned our Home Mission Board to begin work in
Washington. Fifteen adults indicated their agreement with our doctrines
and their desire to become members of our church. On February 8, the
Home Mission Board adopted Washington, Pennsylvania, as a regular
home mission field and empowered our associate radio minister to open
the field. On Sunday, March 1, fifteen individuals confessed their agree-
ment with the doctrines of our church and on March 8, the first com-
munion service was held.

The Washington, Pennsylvania field holds great promise for the future.
Lying near the outskirts of Pittsburg, it serves as a gateway to that great
city and enables us to minister to a significant section of western Penn-
sylvania. Already visitors come regularly over distances of more than 20
miles. Gontacts have been established in the western suburbs of Pittsburg.
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This whole area is particularly receptive to the Reformed faith since
Presbyterianism has had a strong influence in the past. The response of
the group to Reformed doctrines has been warm and outstanding.

This development in Washington, Pennsylvania, represents a fruit upon
The Back to God Hour ministry for which we give God humble thanks-
giving. In this work, we have come to know our Back to God Hour
listeners even better than before. This contact has demonstrated the
hunger of many of our fellow citizens for the Reformed faith which many
of us have come to take for granted. Being involved in the beginning of
this venture has been a great privilege for our organization. We also
want to express publicly our deep appreciation to Rev. M, Baarman of
the Home Mission Board and to the entire board for their cooperation
as this unique work was initiated and carried on without the benefits of
guidelines and precedents. We also want to thank Classis Lake Erie for
its enthusiastic reception of the Washington, Pennsylvania group into
their fellowship. The cooperation of the Home Mission Board and of
the classis involved has been most encouraging for our organization and
can well serve a pattern for future activities of this kind, should other
opportunities of this nature present themselves.”

VIII. TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

The year 1964 marks the 25th year of denominational broadcasting.
The committee has chosen to commemorate this event by publishing a
hard cover book that will deal with our broadcasting enterprise through-
out the years. This book will not be of a promotional nature but will be
designed to provide our denomination with a definitive history of The
Back to God Hour, a discussion of its effectiveness, and a foundation for
future policy decisions. Besides this, we have decided to commemorate
our 25th anniversary with the introduction of redesigned literature and
also with some special rallies which will be held later in the year.

IX. MATTERS REQUIRING SYNODICAL ATTENTION

A. The committee requests that both Revs, P. Eldersveld and J. Neder-
hood be given the privilege of the floor when radio committee matters
are discussed.

B. Expression of Thanks

. The committee recommends that Synod extend a message of thanks
to the Radio Ministers—Revs, Eldersveld, Nederhood, and Madany; to
the retiring board members; to the Radio Choir and director, Prof, De
Jonge; to Mr. Ralph Rozema our agency representative; to the office
staff, and to the announcers and technicians for their faithful and effec-
tive service.

C. Nominations

The committee brings the following nominations for committee mem-
bership: ' ' : :
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1. To replace Rev. J. Smith: Messrs. Paul Herrema and Abram Ver-
meulen.

2. To replace Mr. Jerry De Nooyer: Revs. W. Vander Hoven and L.
Veltkamp.

3. To replace Mr, R. L. Hoekstra: Messrs. Dick Evenhouse and Martin
Ozinga, Jr.

4. Rev. H. Van Wyk’s first term expires. Nominations: Revs. E, Brad-
ford and H. Van Wyk (incumbent).

D. Appointments

The synodical committee approved the appointment of: Mr. D, Van
Leeuwen of Toronto to replace Mr. J. Vander Vliet, and Dr. A. De Jong
of Denver to replace Rev. L. Bazuin,

E. Budget

The committee recommends that the same quota as that for 1964 be
maintained for 1965, $8.25 per family.

F. The committee recommends that Synod approve iwo special of-
ferings:

1. Back to God Hour for Foreign Broadcasts.

2. Back to God Hour for above quota needs for Domestic Broadcast.

G. Foreign Broadcasting

In this report we have had occasion to comment on the effectiveness
of our Arabic broadcast. Recently, at the First International Conference
of Christian Broadcasters, the needs of foreign broadcasting were high-
lighted for The Back to God Hour staff. One of the great needs which
became apparent was the need for good foreign language programing
on the many foreign stations which are now available. Facilities for
gospel broadcasting exist in many foreign areas, but the absence of high
quality foreign language broadcasts frequently weakens the impact of
such stations. We have also noted that the Spanish broadcast has been
warmly received, especially by broadcasters in South America who are
looking for substantial programs.

The radio committee feels that it should be given permission by Synod
to move forward in the development of more foreign language programs
similar to the program of Rev. Madany. We have not yet begun to meet
the opportunities which face us in Spanish language work. It might very
well be possible to work further in Spanish in the future as well as in
other languages. It is not the intention of your committee simply to
translate Back to God Hour programs in the foreign languages by utiliz-
ing the services of professional translators. We feel that foreign language
broadcasts can be effective only if they are produced by theologically
trained, competent, and thoroughly Reformed individuals. It is quite
possible that individuals of this caliber may be available in the future.

The radio committee, therefore, wishes to ask Synod to give it pper-
mission to explore the possibilities of producing other foreign language
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broadcasts similar to Rev. Madany’s as well qualified men become
available. :

Grounds:

1. The need for such programs guarantees that they will be used ex-
tensively and effectively.

2. The experience The Back to God Hour has gained in the produc-
tion of the Arabic program will be helpful in developing other programs
of a similar nature in other languages.

3. At its annual meeting, the Foreign Mission Board has declared it-
self: “We encourage The Back to God Hour committee in its request to
Synod for permission to investigate the possibility of producing other
programs similar to the present Arabic work as qualified men become
available for this work.”

Furthermore, in connection with our Spanish broadcasting, your com-
mittee would like to receive authorization from Synod to place the
Spanish language programs. At this time, 52 fifteen-minute programs
are available and, up to now, the radio committee has not been free to
place them as opportunities have become available. It has been necessary
to work through the Latin American Literature Committee which is com-
prised of members from both the Home and the Foreign Mission Boards.
While this arrangement was satisfactory during the initial development
of the Spanish broadcast, all who are now involved in this placement
agree that it would be best if the initiative for placement of the broadcast
would now reside with the radio committee.

The committee, therefore, asks to be given the responsibility for place-
ment of the Spanish broadcasts.
Grounds:

1. This would assure rapid evaluation of the Spanish broadcasting
opportunities brought to the committee’s attention.

2. Both the Foreign and Home Mission Boards approve this action.

H. The Synod of 1964 might wish to take appropriate notice of the
fact that The Back to God Hour will commemorate its 25th anniversary
on the 13th of December of this year.

Respectfully submitted,

The Back to God Hour Committee

Mr. L. Beré, President Dr. D. Ribbens

Rev. H. C. Van Wyk, Vice-president Rev. J. P. Smith

Rev. L. Bazuin, Secretary Rev. L, Tamminga
Mr. R. L. Hoekstra, Treasurer Mr. J. Vander Vliet
Mr. J. De Nooyer Rev. W. Van Peursem

Rev. W. Huyser Mr. J. Veltkamp
Mr. J. Jonker ' } S
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THE BACK TO GOD HOUR
Financial Report — January 1, 1963 to December 31, 1963

Receipis:
Synodical quotas $429,742.75
Churches 48,282.27
Organizations 8,436.39
Individual gifts 163,337.85
Literature 474.22
Foreign 24,946.78
Arabic 17,718.02
Station sponsorship 9,179.40

 Rallies ... 2,542.38
Y.egacies - 9,034.29
Received from Escrow account oo 1,365.85
Income from funds held in trust ... 112.50
Loan — Pullman Bank and Trust Co,

Total receipts..
Disbursements:
Broadcasting:
Mutual, Yankee & IMN ... .. $ 86,402.49
NBC . 104,878.93
Spot stations .- 237,377.94
$428,659.36
Less discounts earned ..c.coceoeceemeeee 21,227.05 407,432.31
Recording e 17,689.71
Foreign 23,662.65
TEleVISION  cocciieesccsiinnecneanecmsesne s e 118.75

Arabic 15,666.47

ST E3 o U OO OO 49,648.39

Committee expense 3,643.67

Administration and promotion:

- Maintenance .co.eecoeecccceeeeiceeeecs . 1,360.67
Building fund -~ 8,125.00
Supplies 6,076.24
Equipment 2,734.76
Utilities 4,525.72
Travel .ocoeccececcorscneeineneeee 2,131.49

Family Altar:

Printing 42,425.95
Postage 18,787.76
Writers 500.00

Sermons:

Printing 20,028.67
Postage 10,970.23

Radio Bulletin:

Printing - 2,785.25
Postage 1,795.79

Other printing 3,454.85

Choir:

Salaries 3,357.50
Music and equlpment 453.03
TOUTE eeomeemeeocceeceeeeeeecceanearesnamsm e meem e enassmesas mammeemssammnnnnen 65.00

$715,172.70
50,000.00

$765,172.70
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Parsonages:
Maintenance 730.12
Payments ' 4,728.00
Publicity 2,905.32
Literature 282.46
Insurance 1,031.97
Social Security expense 1,208.52
Auto allowances 1,300.00
Interest 1,529.32
Audit 558.80
Canadian and Foreign exchange . 4,085.73
Bank adjustment 1.56
Canadian mailing address 300.00
Improvements ..... eemmmeemeeeaneraanaanen 25,797.66
Gratuities 1,177.25
Miscellaneous 34.68 $693,111.25
Repayment of loan * 60,000.00
Total disbursements $753,111.25
Balance - December 31, 1962 ..o $ 8,000.07
Receipts over disbursements ....o..ooocoeecevaas 12,061.45
Balance - December 31, 1963 ..........cceeeee..8$20,06 1.52

Richard L. Hoekstra, Treasurer -

THE BACK TO GOD HOUR BUILDING FUND
Financial Report — 1963

Receipts:

Balance, January 1, 1963 $ 2,249.71
General Fund $8,125.00
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee ..-ccecoeenee 2,700.00

Garage rent - Van Eck property 600.00 11,425.00

Total receipts $13,674.71
Disbursements: .
Janitor’s salary $1,156.08
Care of Sam Van Eck 3,951.55
Taxes 4,353.61
MAINtENANCE  «eeecemescememssecneccmsn e emserasvccnm s e eme s e cenen 2,460.96
oal 1,093.80
Water 21.45
Supplies 5.05
Awnings 20.00
Insurance 282.72
Scavenger service 153.00
Miscellaneous 66.36

Total disbursements ..... 13,564.58

Balance, December 31, 1963 $ 110.13

THE BACK TO GOD HOUR — TENTATIVE BUDGET — 1965

Estimated receipts

..$462,000.00

Synodical quotas — (56,000 families @ $8 25) ..

Churches - Special offermgs

51,500.00
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Organizations 9,700.00°
INAividual @It ceoeeeceecerienemrnanmeaeace e eeeeaesermeceemem oo 165,000.00
Foreign 30,000.00
Arabic 20,000.00
Station sponsorship 9,000.00
Rallies 2,500.00
Others 1,000.00
$750,700.00

Disbursements
Broadcasting (net figures):

Mutual, Yankee & IMN .. $ 87,000.00

NBC 105,000.00

Spot stations 255,000.00

ReCOTAINE  ceeeeeeeeeee st e e 19,000.00

Foreign 30,000.00

Television 500.00
Arabic 20,000.00
Salaries st 55,000.00
COmMMItIEe EXPENSE  -rereiriceeameameamemcnscemeememeemessemcane: 4,500.00
Administration and Promotion:
Maintenance . 1,500.00
Improvements 3,000.00
Building fund .oeeoomeoeee e e 5,000.00
Supplies oo 7,500.00
Equipment .coeeeeeeeee 3,000.00
Utilities - 5,500.00
Travel 4,000.00
Family Altar:

Printing  .cnee 48,000.00

Postage 24,000.00

Writers .coeereeeemeceeee. 1,200.00
Sermons:

Printing 24,000.00

Postage 14,000.00
Radio Bulletin:

Printing oeeoeeecee e - 3,500.00

Postage . 2,000.00
Other printing 4,500.00
Choir:

Salaries (director, engr., org., anncr.) ... 3,500.00

Music and equipment 500.00

TOULS o mrsme e ccecssmmanasemm et s rmemm s ememe e 3,000.00
Parsonages:

Maintenance -co-eececccieeee- 3,000.00

Payments ... - 4,800.00
Publicity 3,500.00
Insurance .oeeeeemeemeeeeece. 1,500.00
Auto allowances 1,600.00
Social Security expense 1,500.00
Audit ...... 600.00
Gratuities 500.00

$750,700.00
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REPORT NO. 11

CREDENTIALS OF MINISTERS SERVING IN
EXTRAORDINARY POSITIONS

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your committee was given the following mandate:

“That Synod appoint a study committee to serve a forthcoming Synod
with advice as to the uniform procedure to be followed in dealing with
credentials of ministers serving in extraordinary positions.” (Art. 86, B,

Acts 1963, p. 67.)

To clarify the matter at hand, your committee would refer to decisions
made by previous Synods bearing upon the same problem.

I. Acts or SyNobp 1961 :

A. Tt was decided: “That Synod declare that a minister of the Word
can and may serve in capacities other than that of pastor in a local
church, provided:

a. That he is called by a church according to the provisions of the
Church Order.

b. That he is subject to the supervision of the church according to the
provisions of the Church Order.

c. That his task is judged to be spiritual in character and directly re-
lated to the ministry of the Word by the classis of the calling church and
with the approval of the synodical examiners,

Ground: This is in accordance with Art. 13 of the tentatively approved
revision of the Church Order. — Adopted.” (Art. 83, IV, D, 3, p. 58.)

B. Tt was decided: “That Synod declare that those who are serving in
institutions related to other denominations, as well as other ordained mien
serving in capacities other than that of pastor in a local church, come
under the rules adopted in regard to the use of ordained men, and that
classes review existing cases according to- these rules. —Adopted” (Art.
83, VI, G, 2, p. 59.)

C. In these decisions it was declared under what conditions a minister
of the Word might be called and serve in another capacity than that of a
pastor of a local congregation. It should be noted: (1) that these de-
cisions refer to any minister who might serve, or who already serves, in
any extraordinary position: (2) that the classes were requested to “review
existing cases according to these rules” (cf. Art. 83, VI, C, 2.). The
latter directive charged the classes to investigate all existing cases within
their domain, and that when deviations from these rules were discovered,
these rules were to be applied retroactively. Synod did not say exactly
how these rules were to be applied when deviations were found: e.g. if
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there were no calling church, or if the call had not been approved by the
classis and the synodical examiners. It is the judgment of your committee
that those ministers approved and appointed by Synod for extraordinary
positions do not need the approval of a classis, nor of the synodical ex-
aminers. However, the rules would demand that there be a calling
church.

II. Acts oF SyNob 1963:

A. It was decided with regard to the “Ministerial credentials of Rev.
B. E. Pekelder and ordained ministers teaching at Calvin College:

“Recommendation: That ministerial College appointees, inasmuch as
appointment is made by the Board of Trustees, and confirmation is made
by Synod, be issued a call by a local church, with the provision that such
a person be loaned to the College according to the terms established by
the Board of Trustees. In each instance Synod or the synodical commit-
tee shall designate the calling church in consultation with the person and
consistory invelved and installation shall take place in consultation with
the Board of Trustees. — Adopted.” (III, B, p. 44.)

B. It was decided with regard to regular appointments to the Faculty
of Calvin Theological Seminary “That a minister who receives a regular
appointment to the Faculty of Calvin Theological Seminary shall be is-
sued a call by a local church with the provision that such a person shall
be loaned to the Seminary according to the terms established by the Board
of Trustees. In each instance Synod or the synodical committee shall
designate the calling church in consultation with the person and con-
sistory involved and installation shall take place in consultation with the
Board of Trustees. —Adopted.” {Art. 86, A, 1, p. 67.)

C. It was decided “For those ministers already in service of Calvin
College and Seminary these decisions may be made retroactive. —
Adopted.” (Art. 86, A, 2.)

It will be observed that in the “may be” in the above decision of 1963
(Art. 86, A, 2, p. 67) there is an apparent conflict with the decision of
1961. Synod of 1961 spoke explicitly “of the calling church” (3, ¢, p.
58) of all ministers in extraordinary positions, and that all such persons
“come under the rules adopted in regard to the use of ordained men, and
that classes review existing cases according to these rules.” (C, 2, p. 59)
For classis to “review existing cases according to these rules” certainly
means more than instituting an investigation and merely tabulating their
findings. The decision is rather a directive to bring these cases into con-
formity with the rules adopted.

The Synod of 1963 decided that the decisions which the Synod adopted
with regard to the calling and installation of ministers who are to serve
in Calvin College or Calvin Seminary “may be made retroactive.”” How-
ever, it is impossible to determine whether the “may be made retroactive™
refers to the fact of having a calling church, or to the installation of the
minister in question, or to both. If it refers to the fact of having a calling
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church, then the decision of 1963 is in conflict with that of 1961 on that
point. The decision of 1961 does not deal with the matter of installation.

III. The Synod of 1963 addressed itself to the question of the form(s)
that is (are) to be used at the ordination (installation) of ministers, not
only of those serving in regular capacity as the minister of a local con-
gregation, but also of those serving in any extraordinary position. Synod
declared that all should be ordained (installed) with appropriate forms
and with proper adaptations “appropriate to the service of ministers
called to the various tasks.” (I, B, 1, b, p. 78, 79.) Synod also decided
“That churches be advised that when ministers enter upon extraordinary
ministerial tasks with approval of Classis or Synod, they should be in-
stalled in and commissioned to this task with the use of an appropriate
form prepared by the calling church.” (I, B, 4, p. 79.) It should also be
noted that Synod instructed a committee to draw up a “final and finished
draft of the basic form submitted to this year’s Synod, together with the
needful adaptations for the ordination (or installation) of those called to
the ministerial functions . . .” (B, 2, p. 79.)

For our present study it is pertinent to observe that Synod has decided
that all ministers called to extraordinary service shall be installed with
the appropriate form (and adaptation) for the specific service to which
they have been properly called. (For the entire report on the matter and
Synod’s decision, c.f. Acts 1963 pp. 78-80, and pp. 400-405.)

IV. Synod’s mandate to your committee states that we were “to serve
a forthcoming Synod with advice as to the uniform procedure to be fol-
lowed in dealing with the credentials of ministers serving in extra-
ordinary positions.” (Acts 1963, Art. 86, B, p. 67.)

It appears to your committee that the matter of ministerial credentials
is of one piece with the entire matter of calling and ordination (instal-
lation) to office. Your committee would, therefore, submit the following
set of rules regularizing the practice and procedure involving all min-
isters called to serve in any extraordinary position. In large part these
rules are only a summation of what Synod has already decided, or in the
process of being finalized by a committee of Synod. (The latter refers to
the exact wording of the form(s) for Ordination (Installation). It can
be further observed that this entire matter is treated in substance in Art.
13 of the Revised Church Order, Acts 1961, p, 441.)

Recommendations:

If a minister of the Word (or a prospective minister) is to enter upon
any extraordinary service, the following regulations must be observed.
These regulations apply to every minister of the Word not serving a
local congregation.

1. He shall be called by a local church lying within the geographical
district of the classis where the service is to be performed. The geograph-
ical provision may be impossible to carry out in the case of foreign and
home missionaries and chaplains in the armed forces. However, wherever
it is possible and feasible the geographical provision must be observed.
(Acts 1961, Art. 83,1V, D, 3, a, b, p. 58.)
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2. No call shall be finalized without the approval of classis and the
synodical examiners who shall judge whether the proposed service is
spiritual in character and directly related to the ministerial calling.
When the minister involved is appointed by Synod, that body shall be
responsible for such approval. (Acts 1961, Art. 83,1V, D, 3, ¢, p.58.)

3. In the case of all appointments by Synod, “Synod or the synodical
committee shall designate the calling church in consultation with the
person and consistory involved.” (Acts 1963, Art. 65, III| B, p. 44; Art.
85, A, 1, p. 67.) In all other instances the calling church shall be decided
upon by the agency desiring the services of a minister in consultation
with the person and the consistory involved.

4. He shall be properly ordained (installed) in his office with the use
of the form(s) (and adaptations) approved by Synod. His ministerial
credentials shall be held by the calling church, and the consistory of the
calling church shall exercise supervision over his doctrine and life. His
membership shall also reside with the calling church. The latter may
be impossible in the case of foreign and home missionaries, and chaplains
in the armed forces. However, in all cases where possible, it must be
observed.

. 5. These rules are to be retroactive in all cases of those in extra-
ordinary service, except that the point of installation is optional in the
case of those who have served in an extraordinary position for a period
of time before this set of rules was adopted. (Acts 1961, Art. 83, VI, C,
2, p. 59.)

6. As decided in 1961, classes are asked once again to review all ex-
isting cases and have them conform with these rules. (Acts 1961, Art. 83,
V1, G, 2, p. 59.) ' : :

l ' Rev. H. Blystra, Chairman

Rev. G. Rientjes
Rev: T: C. Van Kooten, Reporter



i T

Mrormny e e

R T e

TNy

REPORTS 87

<)

REPORT NO. 12
BIBLE TRANSLATION

EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

The work of this committee was initiated by the Synod of 1956 in
response to an overture from the consistory of Seattle “that the Christian
Reformed Church endeavor to join with other conservative churches in
sponsoring or facilitating the early production of a faithful translation
of the Scriptures in the common language of the American people” (cf.,
Acts, 1956, pp. 539, 540). Its first task was to advise Synod in regard
to this overture (Acts, 1956, p. 61). Initial report was made to the
Synod of 1957, but action on that report was deferred until the following
year since not all the relevant information had become available (Acts,
1957, pp. 24, 25).

On the basis of the committee report in 1958 Synod decided to “ex-
press itself favorably concerning the continuation of the exploratory
labors which have been carried on by the committee since 1956.” It also
instructed the committee “to approach those ecclesiastical bodies, or-
ganizations, and individuals that have shown an interest in this project
with a view to drawing up tentative plans,” and further charged the
committee “with the responsibility of incorporating such tentative plans
in its next report for synodical consideration and approval” (Acts, 1958,
p.103).

To this two-fold mandate the committee continues to address itself.
In its report to the Synod of 1960 the committee indicated that it “fore-
sees several years of patient discussion and study before concrete plans
can be submitted for approval” (Acts, 1960, p. 136). In the light of that
judgment Synod extended the committee’s tenure for a period of five
years (Acts, 1960, p. 10). Since that time there has been more need for
patience than opportunity for “discussion and study,” as a perusal of
subsequent committee reports will indicate.

Progress during the past year has also been disappointingly small.
This is due to several factors. We continue to work with representatives
of the NAE as the most feasible avenue for establishing contact with
other evangelical communions in America. However, the four repre-
sentatives of that organization come from widely scattered places, mak-
ing joint action slow and difficult. Moreover, lack of finances have
prevented the holding of joint meetings which could greatly facilitate
our labors. We are grateful to Synod for authorizing your committee to
incur expenses for the travel and lodging required by us for such meet-
ings (Acts, 1963, p. 54). However, the representatives of the NAE do
not have available like subsidy.

At the moment monies are needed to make possible a joint meeting
with the NAE representatives for the purposes of making arrangements
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for the Bible Translation Conference to which reference was made in
last year’s report. This conference is envisaged as a meeting of about
forty biblical scholars of evangelical persuasion for the purpose of ex-
ploring the present need for and feasibility of a new translation effort.
At a joint meeting with the NAFE representatives in December, 1962, it
was agreed that such a conference was a necessary step in furthering our
investigations. It is our hope that progress toward the calling of such a
conference will be realized in the course of the next few months,

Recognizing that lack of finances is currently our greatest obstacle,
we are presently exploring the possibility of securing aid from various
foundations which in the past have supported evangelical causes. It is
our prayer that God may incline those He has blessed with wealth to
assist us in this important venture.

In the meanwhile, some progress has been made. Most significantly
there has been compiled a list of evangelical scholars capable of con-
tributing to a new translation effort. The list is most encouraging. Con-
trary to our fears there appears to be no lack of human resources for
the truly formidable undertaking contemplated. It would seem that
there waits but the initiation and the proper organization of the work.
To this we will continue to address ourselves should the Bible Trans-
lation Conference produce a consensus as to its desirability.

Although still functioning as a member of this committee as circum-
stances allow (in accord with a decision of Synod, Acts, 1961, p. 38), Dr.
M. J. Wyngaarden has had no part in drawing up this report.

Respectfully submitted,
‘Ralph Stob, Chairman
Bastian Van Elderen, Corresponding Sec’y

Marten Woudstra
John Stek, Reporter.
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REPORT NO. 13
LITURGICAL FORM REVISION

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

In view of the two-fold mandate given to the committee by the Synod
of 1963, we hereby report in two parts:

I. Having been mandated by the Synod of 1957 “to draw up a pro-
posed revision of the Form for the Lord’s Supper to be presented, if
possible, to the Synod of 1959” (for ful]l statement of mandate see Acts
1957, p. 97; for a survey of earlier efforts in the same direction see the
report of the committee in Acts 1959, pp. 166-168), your committee
offered in 1959 not one but two proposed revisions and requested Synod
that these be authorized for use in the churches for a period of four years,
cf. Acts, 1959, pp. 168-178. Synod acted favorably on our request and
continued the committee “to receive reactions on the above-mentioned
forms,” Acts, 1959, p. 95. Because interest in this effort of liturgical form
revision was lively and the use of the two proposed revisions widespread,
your committee received many suggestions and criticisms from individuals,
office-bearers, and consistories. In the light of the many helpful studies
and suggestions offered, your committee further modified its proposed
revisions and presented the fruit of its labors to the Synod of 1963. It
was the judgment of the Synod of 1963 that these proposed revisions,
as modified, should be referred “to the consistories for study...” The
grounds adduced were two:

a. The churches have had the forms [as newly modified] only since the
time of the appearance of the 1963 Agenda. A longer period is desirable
for proper evaluation.

“b. The revisions [i.e., the modifications of the proposed revision], sub-
mitted to the 1963 Synod are significant and warrant further time for
study and evaluation.”

Synod further decided to continue the present study committee for one
year, stating that “The study committee is not expected to propose re-
visions of these forms, but shall be continued in order to serve the Synod
of 1964 when this matter will be further considered,” Acts, 1963, p. 62.

In view of these decisions, your committee calls Synod’s attention to the
fact that the Synod of 1964 has on its Agenda the proposed revisions for
the Form for the Lord’s Supper as modified by your committee in its
1963 report . Your committee holds itself ready to serve you in whatever
way it can when its proposed revisions are considered by you. (For text
of these Forms, see below.)

In concluding this part of our report, we remind you that the Synod
of 1963 authorized the further liturgical use of the two proposed forms
of 1939 “for an additional period of one year” only, Acts, 1963, p. 62.
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II. In a further action, the Synod of 1963 requested your committee
“to study the need for a standing liturgical committee as envisioned in
Overture No. 29, and to report to the Synod of 1964. The reasons for the
request were two:

“a. The assignment conforms to part of the original mandate given
this committee. The original mandate also included the possibility of
revision of other forms. The committee in its report has not addressed
itself to the additional matters because of an apparent restriction of their
mandate by the Synod of 1959.

“b. The committee has been involved in matters relating to liturgical
problems and principles, and is in a position to advise Synod wisely on
this difficult matter,” Acts, 1963, p. 80.

Your committee understands that it has been requested to advise the
Synod of 1964 regarding the overture of Classis Grand Rapids East,
calling for the appointment of a “standing liturgical committee.” The
text of the overture follows:

“No. 29 — Appointment of Standing Liturgical Committee

“Taking cognizance of the report of the committee on Liturgical Form
Revision (Agenda, 1963, pp. 98ff), Overture No. 1 re Revision of
Baptismal Form, Overture No. 12 re Use of Lord’s Supper Forms, and
Overture No. 16 re acceptance of Proposed Lord’s Supper Forms, Classis
Grand Rapids East overtures Synod of 1963 to appoint a standing litur-
gical committee. The task of such a committee would be to engage in
a thorough and continuing study of the liturgy and worship of the
church beginning with a study of the Scriptural principles of worship,
the role of the sacraments in the worship service, and the history of
Reformed liturgy. On the basis of such a study the committee could
provide the church with guidance in liturgical practices and in the
evaluation of the revision of liturgical forms which it would propose.

- “Grounds:

“l. The original mandate to the present committee included the con-
sideration of revision of other liturgical forms (Cf. Acts 1957, Art. 160,
II, V, 2). Overture No. 1 from Classis Kalamazoo is again asking for
further revisions.

“2. On the basis of an historical survey of liturgical form revisions
the committee on Liturgical Form Revision reported to the Synod of
1959 (Acts 1959, p. 169) that “there is little agreement as to the nature
of the revisions desired.” This conclusion is substantiated by the fact
that already eleven years have been spent on a revision of a single form
and revised drafts of proposed revisions are still being presented to
Synod. This lack of agreement points to a need of more thorough study
of the liturgical principles involved.

“3. The Christian Reformed Church does have standing committees
to provide the church with guidance and materials needed for other
aspects of the ministry of the church, e.g, Committee on Education,
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the S. S, Committee, the Committee on Ecumenicity and Inter-Church
Correspondence.

“Classis Grand Rapids East,
“Rev. M. H. Faber, S. C.”

In order, first of all, to clear away possible misunderstanding, it should
be pointed out that the appointment of “a standing liturgical committee”
has not been in the purview of any previous committee appointmments in
the area of liturgical studies or of liturgical form revisions. Earlier com-
mittees have always been committees ad hoe with specific and limited
mandates. Nor did it ever lie within the mandate of your present com-
mittee to consider the possibility or advisability of instituting such a com-
mittee.

It is true that the original mandate of your committee was broader
than that to which it has actually addressed itself. Specifically, your com-
mittee was instructed “to enter into correspondence with the represent-
atives of D¢ Gereformerde Kerken in Nederland concerning revision of
other liturgical forms.” The motivations were two: (1): “this is in line
with the request of our sister church™: and (2) “this may prove fruitful
toward a common revision of other liturgical forms,” Acts, 1957, p. 97.
However, this larger mandate was not undertaken in view of the fact

that the Synod of 1959 decided merely “to continue the committee to

receive reactions on the above-mentioned forms” (the two proposed
revisions of the Form for the Lord’s Supper submitted by your committee
to the Synod of 1959), Acts, 1959, p. 95. But, be that as it may, the
appointrient of “a standing liturgical committee™ has hitherto not been
in the range of our considerations so that the present assignment “con-
forms” only very indirectly to the original mandate given to your com-
mittee. :

It now remains for us, nevertheless, to serve you with our advice in
regards to the overture of Classis Grand Rapids Fast.

First of all we observe:

1. There is in our time, in the church at large, an awakening interest
in liturgical matters and a growing concern for liturgical reform. Much
is being written on this subject both of a historical and of a theological
nature. Many communions are instituting standing liturgical commissions.
That our own communion shares in this new interest and concern is
patent on every hand. We have long been engaged in an effort to revise
the- Form for the Lord’s Supper; overtures have been forthcoming calling
for the revision of other of our liturgical forms; experimentation with
the order of worship services is found on every side; discussions of litur-
gical matters have appeared in religious journals edited and read pri-
marily by members of our communion — to mention but the more ob-
vious evidence.

2. Our communion is confronted by many as yet unresolved probIems
in the area of liturgical concerns.
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a. It has long been recognized that for the well-being of the local
congregations and for good order in the church the broader assemblies
of the church, particularly Synod, should provide some supervision over
liturgical matters. The new Church Order, if adopted, will declare in
Article 50 that “the task of Synod includes the adoption of the Confes-
sion, of the Church Order, of liturgical forms, of the Psalter Hymnal,
and of the principles and elements of the Order of Worship, as well as
the designation of the Bible versions to be used in the worship services.”
(For further evidence of the acknowledged concern of Synod with litur-
gical matters see The Polity of the Churches, ]J. L. Schaver, Vol, 1I,
Part III, Chap. 4, 5). Nevertheless, no supervision is exercised over local
consistories in matters of Order of Worship to see to it that “good prin-
ciples” are observed, that all the proper “elements” of corporate worship
are retained, and that unwarranted extraneous elements are eliminated.

b. Although choir-singing “as a distinct element of public worship”
has consistently been discouraged by synodical decisions, the assignment
of a distinct place in public worship to choirs has become increasingly
common in our churches, thus creating the glaring anomaly of widespread
local endorsement of a practice frowned on by the churches gathered in
broadest assembly. Moreover, choirs have been assigned a place in wor-
ship services without any common understanding of the liturgical func-
tions proper to them. The not infrequent introduction of “special music”
(no more precise designation is possible in the light of the great variety)
into the worship services has only tended to aggravate this already
anomalous situation.

c. In the new era of increasing emphasis on domestic missions into
which the churches of North America have entered, many problems of an
essentially liturgical character have emerged while old problems have
become intensified. For example, do our liturgical forms and orders of
worship speak clearly enough to new members: are they explicitly Re-
formed enough to indicate the distinctive theology of our communion,
and are they at the same time catholic enough to demonstrate the catholi-
city of the church which we wish in all ways to confess? What are the
essential “elements” of worship which must come to expression even in
the mission “chapel”? And, what flexibility is allowable in the structuring
of worship in the newly emerging churches?

d. In the new era of ecumenical concern and involvement new prob-
lems confront us. For example, should liturgical form revision be under-
taken in denominational isolation, or should it be done in consort with
communions of like faith which are already in ecumenical bond or con-
versation? Or should liturgical matters, at the very least, be re-examined
with a view to removing obstacles to church union?

e. Our liturgical literature (in the technical sense) is replete with
“a collection of Christian Prayers for Church and Family and Individual
Use.” These are today chiefly of “historical interest.”” The question
presses whether or not these are of any present liturgical usefulness.
Furthermore, if they are not, should they be retained in the liturgical
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literature? Or, if they are, should they be revised and in some way
restored to liturgical use?

3. It appears distinctly possible that, unless comprehensive address
to liturgical studies be undertaken, the next few decades will see 2
piece-meal effort at form revision that can only result in a body of litur-
gical literature of varied styles and uneven quality — a most unhappy
prospect to contemplate, Furthermore, assigning the several liturgical
forms to separate committees hardly allows for the study in depth, either
theological or historical, which responsible liturgical form revision
requires.

4. The well-being of our Church does indeed require “a thorough
and continuing study of the liturgy and worship of the church beginning
with study of the Scriptural principles of worship, the place of the
sacraments in the worship service, and the history of Reformed liturgy,”
such as Overture No. 29 contemplates, It requires such studies just as
surely as it requires “thorough and continuing” study of the creeds,
church polity, pastoral ¢are, and the mission principle and policy. No
facet of the church’s corporate life can be long neglected in the church’s
continuing self-study without endangering the health of the body. The
light of Scripture must ever re-illumine, and the demands of Scripture
must ever discipline anew, the whole life of the church if the church is
to continue to be a true and faithful communion of the saints.

5. A“standing liturgical committee’ such as is contemplated in Overture
No. 29, however broadly or narrowly its mandate be defined, must be re-
garded as standing in a different category from those to which it is likened
in the overture, viz., the Committee on Education, the Sunday School
Committee, and the Committee on Ecumenicity and Inter-Church Cor-
respondence. These latter are distinctly service committees in distinction
Afrom theological, or study, or regulatory committees. They supply
educational and evangelistic materials or serve as a channel for inter-
church relationships. On the other hand, the continuing task of a stand-
ing liturgical commission would seem to be primarily a theological or
a regulatory one, or both. Revision of liturgical forms, however long in
process, can hardly be viewed as a continuing task. Neither could the
formulation of a regulatory (or advisory) statement of liturgical prin-
ciples and practices be conceived as requiring the attention of a per-
manent commission. And whatever might be the further assignment of
a liturgical committee, requiring continuing activity, would necessarily
lie in the area of continuing study of liturgical principles and practices,
or in the area of supervising or advising the churches in liturgical
matters, A standing liturgical commission, therefore, would seem to be
more analogous to a standing theological commission, or a standing con-
fessional commission, or a standing disciplinary commission, all of which
would obviously be inappropriate in that they would usurp the theologi-
cal calling of the believing community, or the proper functions of
ecclesiastical assemblies.



94 REPORTS

B. Recommendations:
In the light of the above observations, your committee recommends:

1. That Synod do not accede to the overture of Classis Grand Rapids
East to institute a standing liturgical commission with the mandate
contemplated (cf. Observations 4 and 5).

2. That Synod appoint a liturgical committee ad hoc (cf. Observation
1- 3) , whose mandate it will be:

‘2. to review all our liturgical literature in the light of its history, its
theological content, and the contemporary needs of the churches; and to
recommend such revisions or substitutions as the results of this review
might recommend.

b. to study liturgical usages and practices in our churches in the light
of Reformed liturgical principles and past synodical decisions, and to
advise Synod as to the guidance and supervision it ought to provide local
congregations in all liturgical matters.

-3. That this committee be constituted of 7 members.

4, That the committee be instructed to report to Synod the progress
of its work at least every two years.

For the convenience of the delegates to the Synod of 1964 we here
append the text of the proposed Forms for the Lord Supper as submitted
to the Synod of 1963.

Number 1
Preparatory Exhortation

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, attend to the words of the institution
of the holy supper of our Lord as they have been handed down by the
Apostle Paul:

For I received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you,
that the Lord Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said,
This is my body, which is for you; this do in remembrance of
me. In like manner also the cup, after supper, saying, This cup
is the new covenant in my blood; this do, as often as ye drink it,
in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and
drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come. Where-

S fore whosoever shall eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord
in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord. But let a man prove himself, and so let him
-eat of the bread, and drink of the cup. For he that eateth and
drinketh, eateth and drinketh judgment unto himself, if he
“discern not the body (I Cor,11:23-29).

In obedience to these words and in fellowship with the Church uni-
versal we shall commemorate the death of our Savior in the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper on the coming Lord’s Day. (Or: we now commemor-
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ate, etc.). However, to do so to our comfort we must first examine our-
selves as the apostle has admonished.

Let each of us, therefore, consider his sin and guilt, against which the
wrath of God is so great that He has punished it in His beloved Son with
the bitter and shameful death of the cross; and let him examine whether
his heart accordingly is filled with that godly sorrow which worketh re-
pentance unio salvation.

Let each of us also search his heart to see whether he truly believes in
" Jesus Christ as his only Savior, and accepts the gracious promise of God
that for the sake of the passion and death of Christ all his sins are now
forgiven him and he is clothed with the perfect righteousness of the Son
of God.

Finally, let each of us examine his conscience to see whether he resolves
in all sincerity and gratitude to serve Jesus Christ as Lord, and in all
things to live by His commandment: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with.all thy mind. .. and

.. thy neighbor as thyself.

As we thus examine ourselves let us be assured that God will certainly
receive in grace and will welcome to the table of His Son all those who
are walking in this repentance and faith.

On the contrary, those who are yet unrepentant or unbelieving. eat and
drink judgment to themselves if they partake. They are admonished by
the Lord through His apostle to abstain from this holy supper lest their
punishment be made heavier. Therefore we also charge those who wil-
fully continue in their sins to keep themselves from the table of the Lord,
(such as all who trust in any form of superstition; all who honor images
or pray to saints; all who despise God’s Word or the holy sacraments;
all who take God’s name in vain; all who desecrate the Lord’s Day; all
who are disobedient to those in authority over them; all drunkards,
gamblers, murderers, thieves, adulterers, liars, and unchaste persons) . ¥
To all such we say in the name of the Lord that as long as they remain
unrepentant and unbelieving they have no part of the kingdom of God.

However, this solemn warning is not intended, beloved in the Lord, to
discourage the contrite hearts of believers, for we do not come to this
supper claiming any merit in ourselves. On the contrary, we come testi-
fying that we seek our salvation apart from ourselves in Jesus Christ. By
this testimony we humbly confess that we are full of sin and worthy of
death. By this testimony we also confess that we believe the sure promise
of ‘God given by the Apostle John: If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness (I John 1:9). This promise assures us that no sin or weakness
which still remains in us against our will can hinder us from being re-
ceived by God in grace and accounted worthy partakers of His heavenly
food and drink. :

*The reading of the parenthetical list of gross sins is optional,
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Thus assured, let us at the appointed hour come with quiet conscience
and fulness of faith to keep this sacramental feast which our Lord ap-
pointed to be a continual memorial of His atoning death until He comes
again.

In order that we may obtain help in this, let us implore God for His
grace.

Almighty God, our Father, by whose law all men are tried -
and by whose gospel we have hope, we Thy servants look to

Thee for help in the self-examination to which we have been
called.

Thou of Thy grace dost bid us come to the table of Thy Sen,
In mercy regard our miseries and have compassion on us in our
weakness. We bring accusation against ourselves and lay trans-
gression to our charge. Enable each of us in the light of Thy
holy Word to read the secrets of his own heart and to recognize
the fruits of Thy work of grace within. Strengthen us by Thy
Holy Spirit so that we may obediently heed Thy call in sincere -
repentance and true faith.

Graciously remove whatever in us might impede our coming.
Let no love of sin or untruth, no pride or lust of heart, no hatred
or envy toward our neighbor, no remnant of unbelief remain
within us to hinder our glad response. By Thy Spirit assemble
us at the appointed hour to commemorate in unbroken bond of
Christian fellowship the atoning death of our Savior.

Hear us, we pray Thee, in the name of our ever-living Inter-
cessor, to Whom, with Thee and the Holy Spirit, belong all
praise and glory. Amen.

Formulary

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which He was de-
livered up to be crucified the Lord Jesus instituted the sacrament of holy
communion, saying, This do in remembrance of Me. In obedience to
that command we now celebrate this memorial feast. We therefore bid
all of you who have confessed your Lord, and who have truly examined
yourselves according to the admonition of the Apostle Paul, to come in
contriteness of heart and assurance of faith to commune with Christ in
the partaking of this holy supper.

(Those who wish to use these Forms as a single Formulary for
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper may do so by omitting the
words above, beginning with “Thus assured, let us...” in the
Preparatory Exhortation.)

As we now draw near, let us consider for what purpose the Lord has
instituted His supper: namely that we should keep it in remembrance of
Him, and that He by this sacrament should nourish and refresh us unto
eternal life, ‘ '
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To observe this holy supper in remembrance of Him is to proclaim our
Lord’s death until He comes again. In receiving it, therefore, we remem-
ber that our Lord Jesus Christ is the Savior promised to the fathers in
the Old Testament; that He is the eternal and only begotten Son of God;
that He assumed our human nature, in which He fulfilled for us all
obedience and the righteousness of God’s law; and that He bore for
us the wrath of God under which we should have perished everlastingly.
We remember that He was bound that we might be loosed from our sins;
that He was innocently condemned to death that we might be acquitted
at the judgment seat of God; that He became a curse for us in order
to fill us with His blessing; and that He humbled Himself on the cross to
hell’s deep agony, which wrung from Him the cry, My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me? that God might never forsake us. We re-
member also that He was buried to sanctify the grave for us, that He was
raised for our justification, that He is exalted at God’s right hand, and
that He shall come again to judge the living and the dead. And we re-
member that the shedding of His blooed has confirmed for us the new and
eternal testament, the covenant of grace.

As we thus commemorate the death of Jesus Christ, we are assured
that He will truly nourish and refresh us with His crucified body and
shed blood to everlasting life. This He promises in the institution of this
supper, saying of the bread, This is my body; and of the wine, This is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many unto remission
of sins (Matt. 26:26ff). With these words our Lord directs our faith to
His perfect sacrifice, once offered on the cross, as the only ground of our
salvation. He also assures us that He by His death has taken away the
cause of our eternal death, namely, sin, and has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit. By this Sp1r1t who dwells in Christ as in the Head and in
us as His members, He brings us into true communion with Himself and
makes us partakers of all His riches, of life eternal, righteousness, and
glory. By this same Spirit He causes us, together with all true believers,
to be united as members of one body in true brotherly love, as the holy
Apostle says: Seeing that we, who are many, are . .. one body, for we all
partake of the one bread (I Cor. 10:17).

And inasmuch as it is said to us, As often as ye eat this bread and drink
the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come (I Cor.11:26), we
are assured by this holy supper that our Lord Jesus will come again to
receive us to Himself and we shall sit down with Him and drink with
Him t)he fruit of the vine in the newness of our Father’s kingdom (Matt.
26:29).

That we may now obtain these blessings, let us implore God for His
grace.

Merciful God' and Father, whose grace abounds beyond all
our sins, we pray Thee that in this supper, in which we com-
memorate the death of Thy dear Son, Thou wilt so work in our
hearts that we may yield ourselves ever more fully to Jesus
Christ. May our contrite hearts, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, be nourished and refreshed with His body and blood, yea,
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with Him, true God and man, the only heavenly bread, so that
we may no longer live in our sins, but He in us, and we in Him.

So confirm us in the covenant of grace, we pray, that we may
not doubt that Thou wilt forever be our gracious Father, never-
more imputing our sins to us and abundantly providing us with
all things necessary for body and soul, as Thy dear children and
heirs.

Grant us Thy grace that we may cheerfully take up our cross, -
deny ourselves, confess our Savior, and in all temptations .and
trials expect our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven who at His
coming will make our mortal bodies like His glorified body and
take us to Himself in eternity.

- Answer us, O God and merciful Father, through Jesus. Christ
our Lord, to whom, with Thee and the Holy Spirit, belong all
praise and adoration now and evermore. Amen.

(While the table is being prepared an appropriate hymn

may be sung.)

As we now come to the table of the Lord, let us with heart and mouth
confess our catholic, undoubted Christian faxth

I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His onIy begotten Son, our Lord;

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary;

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was cruaﬁed dead and buned
He descended into hell;

The third day He rose again from the dead;

‘He ascended into heaven, and sitieth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit.

I believe a holy catholic Church, the communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins;

The resurrection of the body;

And the life everlasting. Amen.

‘That we may be nourished with Christ, the true bread from heaven,
let us lift up our hearts to Christ Jesus, our Advocate, at the right hand
of His heavenly Father. Let us firmly believe all His promises, not doubt-
ing that we shall be nourished and refreshed with His body and blood
through the working of the Holy Spirit as surely as we receive the bread
and wine in remembrance of Him.

* (In breaking and serving the bread, the minister shall say: )

The bread which we break is a communion of the body of Christ. Take,
eat, remember and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus Christ was
given for a complete remission of all our sins.

(In serving the cup the minister shall say: )

The cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks is a communion of
the blood of Christ. Take, drink, remember and believe that the precious
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blood of our Lord Jesus Christ was shed for a complete remission of all
our sins.

(While the elements are being distributed, the minister may read
fitting passages from Scripture, or a hymn may be sung. )

(After the communion the minister shall say:)

Beloved in the Lord, since the Lord has now nourished our souls at His
table, let us jointly praise His holy name with thanksgiving; and let every-
one say in his heart:

Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that is within me; bless his holy
‘ name.
“Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits; ‘
‘Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tender mercies.

Jehovah is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in

~ lovingkindness.

He will not always chide; neither will he keep his anger for ever.

He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us after our
iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his lovma-
kindness toward them that fear him.

As far as the east is {[rom the west, so far hath he removed our trans-
gressions from us.

Like as a father pitieth his children, so Jehovah pitieth them that

" fear him.

Bless Jehovah, ye his angels, that are mighty in strength, that fulfil

" his word, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

- Bless ]ehovah all ye his hosts, ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure

“ Bless Jehovah, all ye his works, in all places of his dominion:

. Bless Jehovah, O my soul (Ps. 103:1-4; 8-13; 20-22),

Now unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, be

_ the blessing, and the honor, and the glory, and the dominion, fo'r

- ever and ever (Rev.5:13).

Amen,

Prayer of Thanksgiving

O merciful God and Father, we thank Thee with all our -
hearts that in Thy boundless grace Thou hast given us Thine .
~ only begotten Son as a Mediator and a sacrifice for our sins,
and as our food and drink unto life eternal. We thank Thee too
that Thou givest us a true faith whereby we become partakers of
these Thy benefits. And since Thou hast through Thy Son Jesus
. Christ ordained the holy supper for the strengthening of that
- faith, we beseech Thee, O faithful Father, that through Thy
Holy Spirit this remembrance of our Lord and proclamation of
~His death may truly increase our faith and enrich our fellowship °
with Christ. May this proclamation of our Lord’s death also be
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used by Thee to bring others into this blessed fellowship, so that
all Thy children may be gathered in to share with us the joy of
thy salvation.

Hear us, Heavenly Father, in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Number 2
Preparatory Exhortation

Beloved in Jesus Christ, since we hope next Lord’s Day to celebrate
the blessed sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, we are called to prepare our
hearts before then by rightly examining ourselves. For the Apostle.Paul
has written: Whosoever shall eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord
in an unworthy manner shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
But let a man prove himself, and so let him eat of the bread, and drink
of the cup (I Cor. 11:27-29).

Let each one, then, examine his life and, considering his own sin and
the wrath of God on it, be sure that he humbles himself in repentance
before God.

Let each one examine his heart to be sure that he trusts in Jesus Christ
alone for his salvation, and that he believes his sins are forgiven wholly
by grace, for the sake of our Lord’s sacrifice on the cross.

Finally, let each one examine his conscience to be sure that he resolves
to live in faith and obedience before his Lord, and in love and peace with
his neighbor,

God will surely receive at the table of His Son all who truly repent of
their sin, believe in Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and desire to fulfill His
commands. All those, however, who do not repent, who do not put their
trust in the Lord Jesus, and who have no desire to lead a godly life, are
warned, according to the command of God, to keep themselves from the
holy sacrament. If anyone of us is living in disobedience to Christ and
in enmity with his neighbor, he must repent of his sin and reconcile him-
self to his neighbor before he comes to the Lord’s table. For if we par-
take of the sacrament in unbelief and wilful disobedience, we eat and
drink judgment to ourselves.

This solemn warning is not designed, however, to discourage penitent
sinners from coming to the holy sacrament. We do not come to the supper
as though we were righteous in ourselves, but rather to testify that we
are sinners and that we look to Jesus Christ for our salvation. Although
we do not have perfect faith and do not serve and love God with our
whole heart, and though we no not love our neighbor as we ought, we
are confident that the Saviour accepts us at His table when we come in
humble faith, with sorrow for our sins, and with a will to follow Him as
He commands.

" And since it is necessary for us to come to the sacrament in good con-
science, we urge any who cannot find this confidencé in himself to seek
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from the minister or any elder of this church such counsel as may quiet
> his conscience or-lead to the conversion of his life.

That we may rightly examine ourselves before God, let us seek His
gracious help through prayer.

Almighty God, who hast given us the gospel of Jesus Christ,
and who hast provided a most wonderful communion with Him
through the mystery of the sacrament, we beseech Thee for
grace to enable us to prepare our hearts for the reception of holy
communion. To all who sincerely believe in Thy Son and truly
repent of their sins, grant assurance of Thy gracious readiness to
receive and bless them in the supper of their Lord. To all who
have not repented and have not put their trust in the Lord
Jesus, grant a restraining fear of this supper, lest their condem-
nation be the greater. But have mercy upon these, and grant
them grace to repent of their sins and seek their salvation in Thy
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

We confess, O Father, that we have all offended Thy majesty
and deserved Thy judgment. We have transgressed in our
thoughts, our words, and our deeds. Truly there is no strength
in us. Be Thou merciful, O God, and grant us Thy pardon.

- And let us come to the sacrament in the joy of Thy forgiving
love.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who, with Thee and the Holy
Spirit, one only God, lives and reigns forever. Amen.

T e e

Formulary

Beloved in the Lord, hear the words of the Apostle Paul concerning
the institution of the ho]y supper of our Lord Jesus Christ:

For I received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you,
that the Lord Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said,
This is my body, which is for you; this do in remembrance of
- me. In like manner also the cup, after supper, saying, This cup
is the new covenant in my blood; this do, as often as ye drink it,
in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and
.. drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come. Where-
fore whosoever shall eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord
in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord. But let a man prove himself, and so let him
eat of the bread, and drink of the cup. For he that eateth and
drinketh, eateth and drinketh judgment unto himself, if he
dz:cem not the body (I'Cor. 11:23-29).

Let us hear also a brief instruction concerning the purpose for which
the sacrament was ordained.

e I

I

When our Lord said, This do in remembrance of Me, He ordained this
holy supper as a constant memorial and visible proclamation of His death.
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The Apostle Paul also teaches us that as often as we eat the bread and
drink the cup we proclaim the Lord’s death. As we partake of this com-
munion supper, therefore, we bear witness that our Lord Jesus was sent
by the Father into the world, that He took upon Himself our flesh and
blood, and that He bore the wrath of God on the cross for us. We also
confess that He came to earth to bring us to heaven, that He was con-
demned to die that we might be pardoned, that He endured the suffering
and death of the cross that we might live through Him, and that He was
once forsaken by God that we might forever be accepted by Him.

The sacrament thus confirms us in God’s abiding love and covenant
faithfulness. By His holy supper, our Lord seals to our hearts the promises
of God’s gracious covenant and so assures us that we belong to His cov-
enant family. Let us then be persuaded as we eat and drink that God
will always love us and accept us as His children for the sake of His Son.

Our Lord promises, moreover, that as we eat the bread and drink the
cup, we are fed with His crucified body and shed blood. To this end He
gives us His life-giving Spirit through whom the body and blood of our
Lord become the life-giving nourishment of our souls. Thus He. unites
us with Himself and so imparts the precious benefits of His sacrifice to all
who partake in faith.

The holy sacrament is also a means of grace that unites us with one
another in the bond of the Spirit. For the apostle says that we who are
many are . . . . one body, for we all partake of the one bread (I Cor.
10:17). Thus, even as He unites us with Himself, He strengthens the
bond of communion between His children.

Finally, the remembrance of our Lord’s death revives in us the hope
of His return. Since He commanded us to do this until He comes, the
Lord assures us that He will come again to take us to Himself. Hence,
as we commune with Him now under the veil of these earthly elements,
we are assured that we shall sometime behold Him face to face and re-
joice in the glory of His appearing.

Our Lord Jesus will surely do what He has promised. Let us draw near
to His table, then, believing that He will strengthen us in faith, unite us
in love, and establish us more firmly in the hope of His coming.

Now unto him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by his blood,
and he made us to be a kingdom, to be priesis unto his God and Father;

to him be the glory and the dominion for ever ‘and ever. Amen. (Rev.
1:5b, 6).

Let us pray:

Almighty God, with one: accord we. give Thee thanks for all
the blessings of Thy grace; but most of all we thank Thee for
the unspeakable gift of Thy Son Jesus Christ. We most humbly

" thank Thee that Thy Son came to us in human form, that He
lived a perfect life on earth, that He died for us on the cross,

. and that He arose victoriously from the dead. We bless Thee for -
. the gift of Thy Holy Spirit; for. the gospel of reconciliation, for
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the Church universal, for the ministry and the sacraments of the -
Church, and for the blessed hope of everlasting life.

We beseech Thee, gracious Father, to grant us Thy Holy o

. Spirit, that through Him our souls may now truly be fed with.

the crucified body and shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grant to us the full assurance of Thy grace as we draw near to
Thy holy table, filling our hearts with humble gratitude for Thy -
mercies. Unite us more fully with our blessed Lord, and so also
with one another. Enable us, in newness of life,'to pledge our-

. selves in service to Christ and all Thy children. And lift our .
~hearts to Thee, that in all the troubles and sorrows of this life

we may persevere in the living hope of the coming of our
Saviour in glory.
Answer us, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught

" us to pray, saying:

Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

v A hy kingdom come.
. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debis, as we forgive our.debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thzne is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

As we draw néar to the table of our Lord, let us ‘confess our Chustlan
faith ' "

I believe in . God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

% Andin Jesus Christ; His only begotten Son, our Lord ;

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary;
Suffered under Pontlus P11ate was crucified, dead and buried;
‘He descended into hell :

" The third day He rose aga]n ‘from the dead , :
... He ascended into heaven, . and sitteth at the r1ght hand of God the

. Father. Alrmghty 3

From thence He shall come to Judge the hvmg and the dead

I believe in the Holy Spirit. -

"I believe a holy catholic Church, the communion of samts,

The forgiveness of sins;

* The resurrection of the body;

And the life everlasting. Amen.

N

(Having approached the table, the minister shall say: )
Beloved, hear the gracious ‘words of promlse spoken by our Lord:

Come unto me, all ye.that labor.and. are heavy laden, and I wzll gwe
you rest. . Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I, am meek and
lowly in heart and ye. Jhall find:rest for. your souls (Matt 11.:28, 29)
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I am the bread of life; he that cometh to me shall not hunger, and
he that belicveth on me shall never thirst . . . Him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out (John 6:35, 37b).

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they
shall be filled (Matt. 5:6).

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, let us lift up our hearts to the Lord;
let us lift them up to the God of our salvation.

(Before he distributes the bread, the minister shall say: )

The Lord Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, This is my body,
which is for you; this do in remembrance of me (I Cor. 11:23b,24),

(Before the eating of the bread, the minister shall say: )

Take, eat, remember and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
was given for a complete remission of all our sins.

(When he gives the cup, the minister shall say:)

And he took a cup, and gave thanks, and gave to them, saymg, Drink
of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out
for many unto remission of sins (Matt. 26:27, 28).

(Before the drinking of the wine, the minister shall say:)

Take, drink, remember and believe that the precious blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ was shed for a complete remission of all our sins,

(When the communion is completed, the minister shall say:)

Since the Lord has nourished our souls through His blessed sacrament,
let us praise His holy name and render to Him our thanks:

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy
name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits;

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

Who redeemeth thy life from de.ctructzon, who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tender mercies (Ps. 103:1-4).

Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to veceive the glory and
the honor and the power; for thou didst create all things, and
because of thy will they were, and were created (Rev.4:11).

Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to receive the power, and
riches, and wisdom, and might, and honor, and glory, and blessing
(Rev. 5:12).

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; and let all flesh bless
his holy name for ever and ever (Ps. 145:21). Amen.

Thanksgiving
Let us pray:

Almighty God, we render to Thee our ‘most humble and
hearty thanks that Thou of Thy great mercy hast given us Thy -
Son to be our Saviour from sin, and to be our constant source
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of faith, hope, and love. We bless Thee for permitting us to
show forth His death and to receive the communion of His body
and blood through the holy sacrament. We praise Thee for
uniting us more fully with the body of Christ, and for assuring
us that we are heirs of Thy heavenly kingdom. Grant, we be-
seech Thee, that our commemoration of His death may tend to
the daily increase of our faith, the establishment of our hope,
and the strengthening of our love. Enable us henceforth to live
always for Him who gave Himself for us, even our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Respectiully submitted,

A. A. Hoekema, Chairman
J. H. Stek, Secretary

L. B. Smedes

J. Timmerman

C. Zylstra
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REPORT. No o
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CALVIN COLLEGE
' AND SEMINARY o

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Board of Trustef;s of Calvin Cbl]egé and Sefnir;:;ry 'her,eilvith
presents its report, together with its recommendations. A supplementary
report will be submitted after the May meeting of the board.

I. INFORMATION

A. Board of Trustees

1. Membership. The membership of the Board of Trustees consists of
one curator from each classis and nine members at large.

2. Officers. The officers of the board are:

President, Rev. John Gritter

First Vice-President, Rev. Henry De Mots
Second Vice-President, Dr. Jacob Hoogstra
Secretary, Rev. John Schuurmann
Assistant Secretary, Dr. Daniel De Vries

3. Meeting. The winter sessions of the board were held February
4-7, 1964, on the Franklin Campus. The agenda consisted of items pre-
sented by the executive committee as well as reports of the college and
seminary presidents and of the committees of the board.

4. Executive Committee. Twelve members, seven ministers and five
laymen, function as an executive committee which mects once a month
to administer the work of our college and seminary between board ses-
sions. These are elected by the Board of Trustees in May.

5. Class Visits. Members of the Board of Trustees living in Michigan,
Tllinois, Wisconsin, and Ontario have been faithful in visiting classes.
In view of the growth in the seize of the faculty the board has begun to
give class visiting assignments to its members living at a greater distance.

B. Seminary

1. Faculty

a. Dr. Henry Stob serves as Secretary of the Faculty and Professor
Harold Dekker as Registrar.

b. Professor Carl Kromminga is enjoying a year’s leave of absence,
during which he is completing the requirements for the doctorate in
theology at the Free University of Amsterdam,

c. Professor Andrew Bandstra, appointed by the Synod of 1963 as As-
istant Professor of New Teestament, is spending this year in completion
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" of his doctoral program. He is expected to begm teachmg at the Semmary
in September, 1964.

d. Dr. Louis Praamsma who was appointed to the Department of

-.Church’ History by the Synod of . 1962, and who began. teaching late in
. October of 1962, notified the 'Seminary President in July, 1963, of his
-decision to-resign from this position for reasons of health. After due con-

sideration. the executive committee of the board accepted his resignation.

"He' has since accepted a call from the Christian Reformed Church at
Fruitland, Ontario. . ,

e. Mr. Henry Zwaanstra, a graduate of Calvin Semmary who has com-

t.pleted :his pre-dissertation work for a doctoral degree in Church History
..at the Free University of Amsterdam, taught Ancient Church. History to
~.the Seminary juniors during the first semester and for the second semester
:he will teach the last half of a five-hour course in Medieval and Modern

Church History to the juniors. Dr. J. Kromminga will teach the first half

of this course.

f. Dr. Ralph Stob, who had experlenced some 1mpa1rment of his health
since summer, was taken to the hospital on December 17th. He returned
home from the hospital on ]anuary L)th and resumed tcachmg in mid-

= February

g. Dr. Bastiaan Van Elderen has been granted the board’s permlssmn

-to make a.second trip in pursuit of his archaeological interest. He plans

to leave on about the first of April, which will eriable him to teach his
required courses and electives in concentrated form and to participate

“with ‘the rest of the faculty in the comprehensive examinations before his

departure.
h. Dr. Anthony Hoekema, Associate Professor of Systematic Theology,

‘has served two years as Assistant Professor and is now completing his
‘fourth year as Associate Professor. He is eligible under the appointment

rules for reappointment as professor with indefinite tenure. The faculty
recommendation that he be reappointed as Professor of Systematic_The-
ology with indefinite tenure was endorsed by the board. .

i. Acting upon the recommendation of;the Board of Trustees the

.Synod of 1963 invited Dr. Peter Y. De Jong and Dr. Melvin Hugen to

sérve as lecturers in Practical Theology during the current year. Dr. De
Jong declined his appointment. Dr. Hugen accepted, and received per-

.mission: from the council of the Eastern Avenue- Christian Réformed

Church to engage in this work. He is teaching Poimenics during ‘the
second semester.

On Friday, November 1, 1963, public inauguration services were
held in the seminary chapel for 'Professors Fred Klooster and ‘Maiten

~Woudstra  and -Associate. Professor Harold ..Dekker. The board was' of-

ficially represented in the person of Rev. John Gritter. Each of the afore-
named professors delivered an academic address. Dr. Klooster spoke on
“The Adjective. in Systematic Theology,” Dr. Woudstra on “The Con-
tinued Recogmtmn of the Old Testament as Part of the Christian
Canon,” and Professor Dekker on “Love for Fellow Man as Motive for
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Missions.” Academic representatives from other institutions were present
and many greetings and felicitations were received. Board, faculty, stu-
dents, and public were well represented at the all-day meeting,

k. In keeping with the regulations adopted at the Synod of 1963, Pro-
fessor John Stek received and accepted a call from the Fuller Avenue
Christian Reformed Church and was loaned by that church for service
in the seminary. Public installation services were held at the Sunday
evening services at the Fuller Avenue Church on November 3, 1963.
Rev. William Vander Hoven, the secretary of the board and the seminary
president participated in the service.

1. Dr. John Kromminga informed the executive committee that he had
received an invitation from the Presbyterian Seminary at Seoul, Korea,
to lecture there during the academic year 1963-64. The president, aware
that it would not be possible to accept this invitation, inquired whether
it might be possible to consider such an invitation at some future tirne.

The executive committee encouraged the president to respond to the
invitation in such a way that the possibility of teaching for a semester at
some future date be left open.

m. The executive committee of the board declared a vacancy to exist
in the Church History Department and publicized this fact in the church
papers with a request for suggesiions of possible nominees to fill the
vacancy. The faculty has also busied itself with this matter and made in-
vestigations of a number of possible candidates.

The board decided not to proceed to nomination for appointment this

© year.

Grounds:

1) The situation necessitating appointment arose too late to allow for
much response from the churches and classes.

2) The number of qualified and eligible candidates is relatively small.

3) Provisions can be made for adequate instruction in the Depart-
ment of Church History for the forthcoming year.

n. Dr. Anthony Hoekema is the autor of a new book, The Four Major
Cults, published this past fall by the Wm. B. Ferdmans Company.

o. All of the members of the teaching staff have signed the formula of
subscription.

2. Curriculum

a. All the required courses have been taught in the seminary.

b. Besides the required undergraduate courses, the following elective
and graduate courses were taught during the first semester:
Prof. Harold Dekker — History of Missions
Prof. Anthony Hoekema  — The Doctrine of Sanctification
Prof. Fred Klooster — Heidelberg Catechism
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Prof. John Kromminga  — American Church History
A — Ecumenical Movement
Prof. Henry Stob — T he Philosophy of
T homas Aquinas
Prof. Ralph Stob — New Testament Historyof
Revelation
— Pauline Theology
Prof. Bastiaan Van Elderen — Advanced Greek Reading
— Pastoral Epistles
Prof. Marten Woudstra ~ — Old Testament Key Words
The following elective courses are being taught the second semester:
.Prof. Fred Klooster — The Theology of Karl Barth
Prof. John Kromminga  — The Ecumenical Movement
Prof. Martin Monsma — Reformed Church Polity
Prof. Henry Stob — The Theology of Thomas
Aquinas
Prof. Ralph Stob — Johannine Theology
Prof. Bastiaan Van Elderen — Biblical Archaeology
Rev. Leonard Verduin — Church and Society in the
Modern Era

¢. The faculty has adopted a new set of regulations for “Chapel” which
will henceforth be called “Morning Prayers.” The faculty members them-
selves will be in charge of all of the exercises, although student and guest
speakers will still be used. An effort will be made to introduce a greater
measure of continuity and a more worshipful attitude into the daily
programs.

3. Students

a. The enrollment in the seminary for the first semester was 130. The
second semested enrollment figures are as follows: 51 juniors, 43 middlers,
22 seniors, 6 full-time graduate students, 8 part-time graduate rtudents
and 3 unclassified students, making a total of 133.

b. Upon the recommendation of the faculty the status of fifteen sem-
inary students was changed.

c. The licensure of six students was extended to June, 1964, and the
licensure of five to June, 1965. The licensure of two students was sus-
pended because of failure to fulfil language requirements and one licen-
sure was revoked because the student does not plan to enter the ministry
of the Christian Reformed Church.

4. Varia

a. Mrs. D. H. Kromminga, widow of a former seminary professor and
mother of two present professors, passed away on December 17, 1963.
Expressions and tokens of condolence were given in the name of the
Board of Trustees.
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b. Present indications are that the small graduating class this: year will
be replaced by an incoming class of about 50 members next September,
so that the undergraduate enrollment may well reach 145 next year. This
will necessitate major adjustments in the teaching activities of faculty
members. ‘

c. The Seminary Faculty has demdcd to hold its commencement exer-
cises independent of the college. Plans for this year are to schedule com-
mencement for Monday evening, May 25, 1964, and to hold a reception
for graduates and their families and frlends in the seminary halls im-
mediately after the commencement exercises.

d. At the behest of the faculty, the memmbers of the Old Testament
and New. Testament departments prepared and administered a test in the
Bible knowledge of all the seminary students, This test was conducted
anonymously, but the students were classified as to seminary ‘class and
other relevant data. Results of the test disclosed areas of strength and
weakness in student knowledge. Further testing and :remedial measures
are planned in an effort to eliminate what in the past has been a frequent
source of complaint, viz., lack of Bible knowledge.

e. The semlnary was prlvﬂeged to lend a helping hand to a sister theo-
logical institution. The Reformed Theological College at Geelong,
Australia requested assurance that its theological credits would be ac-
cepted at Calvin. This was desired with the two-fold purpose of opening
the way for their graduates to pursue further studies at Calvin and of
assisting the Geelong school in gaining government recognition. After
examining ‘the supporting documents ‘and consulting ‘with' Professor G.
Van Groningen, the faculty granted their request.

C. College
" 1. Faculiy

a. All of the members of the teaching staff have signed the formu]a
of subscription.

.b. The board -took note of the resignation of Dr. Richard: Westmaas
from the college faculty, effective August 31, 1964, to assume a p0s1t1on
as clinical psychologist on the staff of Pine Rest hospltal ‘ S

c. Leaves of absence to contmue study or research werg granted seven
members of the faculty.

d. This year 15 new full-time members were added to the staﬁ of our‘
college. The president reported-that the college was strengthened by. their
coming and that they readily adjusted in classroom and faculty functions.

e. The board took action on the ‘reappointment of thlrty—three mem-.
bers of the teaching staff and three 'members of the administrative staff.

f. Members of the biology, chemistry, mathematics and physics depart- -
ments are at the present time engaged in no less than thirteen sponsored
research contracts and. projects.

.g. Recently two.books were published wh1ch were. written by Calvm
professors These are: Enno Wolthuis, Science, God and You and Lester"
De Koster, Vocabulary of Communism. 5 . '
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"-h. Two of our professors were awarded doctor degrees by the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Prof. Howard Rienstra received the Ph.D. degree
and Prof. Kenneth Kuiper was awarded the Ed.D. degree.

i. Dr. H. Henry Meeter, Professor of Bible, emeritus, passed away on
July 9, 1963. Mindful of his long and arduous career as Professor of
Bible and Spiritual Counselor at Calvin College and of his published
works on Calvinism, we are grateful to God for the abundant life He per-
mltted Dr. Meeter in the service of Calvin Gollege

Mrs. Johannes Broene passed away at.Redlands, Gahforma, on
Thursday, September 5, 1963. We remember pres1dent Broene in his loss
and pray that God w111 grant him His comfortmcr grace.

2. Students

-a. Enrollment statistics for the first semester showed a total enrollment
of 2,526, which number included 1,423 men and 1,103 wornen. This
number is a slight decrease over the 1962 enrollment. Enrollment pros-
pects for next year point to another plateau year. In 1965-66 however,
there will be a sudden’'and very vigorcus spurt in freshman enrollment

b. Teacher Certification of Canadian Students

‘Teacher education requirements and_certification regulations differ
greatly among the provinces of Canada. However, the Ontario provincial
requirements are such that, in meeting them, Calvin can meet those of
all the other provinces.

‘Over the years our administrative offices have built up a good rapport
with the Ontario Department of Education. A recent problem, arising
out of Canadian citizens’ qualifying for State of Michigan certification
on all counts save citizenship, was solved satisfactorily. The difficulty
arose out of a Michigan requirement of United States citizenship for
teacher certification. Bringing together the State of Michigan qualifica-
tions and our agreement with Ontario, we were able to effect an arrange-
ment whereby the Ontario Departm_ent of Education would certify all
Canadian students who qualify for Michigan certification on all points
save citizenship.

D. Property and Finance ‘
1. Auditorium-Music-S peech Building

a. The Board of Trustees approved the target date for the completion
of the Auditorium-Music-Speech bulldlng to be changed from September
1, 1965 to September 1, 1966.

Grounds:

1) Delays in the production of plans owing to the intricacies involved
in reconciling the variety of functions required of this special building.

The Auditorium-Music-Speech building is being programmed to serve
the needs of several departments and a variety of functions — music
classes, speech classes, group music and drama presentation, individual
voice and instrumental practice, daily chapel exercises, synodical gather-
ings, art classes, etc. The nature of. these activities is such that much
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attention had to be given to the demands of each function and to special
acoustical and sound isolation treatments. The relationships of the vari-
ous areas within the building are also a critical matter. Therefore the pro-
gramming and design phases have taken a longer time to complete than
has been our experience with other units. As a result, it was not possible
to complete the plans in time to award bids at the February, 1964, meet-
ing of the board as was originally decided. In fact, it would be extremely
difficult to prepare bids in time for the May meeting of the board with-
out engaging in the kind of crash: program we should like to avoid with
these intricate plans. In addition, the construction time remaining would
be very minimal between bid opening and completion date.

Since- this is the only building of its kind, obviously, which we will
construct on the Knollcrest Campus, we want to make absolutély certain
that the building will be as serviceable as possible in every regard. Various
experts in the field of acoustics and design have been retained to help us
arrive at the ultimate solution. However, to get maximum returns from
these advisors, from the architects, and from the contractors, we should
proceed at a leisurely pace. A year’s extension of the completion date
should provide this kind of pace.

2) A higher-cost estimate than we originally announced and the factors
influencing this: '

Synod authorized the expenditure of $1,100,000 for the Auditorium-
Music-Speech building. Recent estimates made by architectural firms
run as high as $1,500,000. The increase stems from two factors: a) the
inclusion In this unit of more classroom area than we had stated orig-
inally, and b) a greater awareness of the acoustical and sound isolation
problems, and the related cost of proper solutions for these problems.
On both matters the Faculty Study Committee, the Long-Range Plan-
ning Committee, and the Board of Architects are convinced that we are
moving in the right direction.

b. The Board of Trustees informs Synod that it is asking the architects
to prepare the plans and specifications in such a way as to permit the
bidders to submit alternate bids which will enable the college to com-
plete, if advisable, only the auditorium and first floor unit, leaving the
mterior of the second floor for later completion. This may result in a cost
deferral of approximately $300,000.

2. Awarding of Contracts

The board awarded the contracts for the construction of the Physical
Education building to the following firms:

General Construction: Johnson Construction Co. with a base bid of
$593,882.

‘Mechanical: Andy J. Egan Co., Inc., with a base bid of $205,880.
Electrical: Feyen & Windemuller with a base bid of $95,341.
3. Campaign Committee

a. The Board of Trustees expressed its appreciation to Mr. B, D. Zon-
dervan, general chairman, and the members of the executive committee
of the Calvin Campus Development committee for their excellent work.
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b. The Board of Trustees requested Mr. Zondervan and the executive
committee of the Calvin Campus Development Campaign to continue in
order to institute and process a complete follow-up program to attain
the $2,000,000 goal.

4. Calvin Campus Develo pment Campaign
The total in cash and pledges on March 1, 1964, was $1,300.000.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS
A. Seminary

1. The board recommends that Dr. Anthony Hoekema be reappointed
as Professor of Systematic Theology with indefinite tenure.

2. The board recommends that Synod approve the action of the board
in not presenting a nomination for the Department of Church History.
Grounds: '

a. The situation necessitating appointment arose too late to allow for
much response from the churches and classes.

b. The number of qualified and eligible candidates is relatively small.

¢. Provisions can be made for adequate instruction in the Department
of Church History for the forthcoming year.

3. The board recommends that Mr. Henry Zwaanstra be reappointed
as Lecturer in Church History for the year 1964-65.
B. College. Appointments and Reappointments

The Board of Trustees subrmits the following appointments and re-
appointments for approval:

1) Melvin Berghuis, A.M., was reappointed as Director of Student
Academic Services with indefinite tenure.

2) Roelof Bijkerk, Ph.D., was reappointed as Associate Professor of
Psychology for two years.

3) Edgar Boevé, AB., M.SD., was reappointed as Assistant Professor
of Education with indefinite tenure.

4) Ervina Boevé, A M., was reappointed as Director of Drama for
two years.

5) Albertus Bratt, A.M., was appointed as Assistant Professor of
Biology for two years.

6) Herbert J. Brinks, A.M., was reappointed as Instructor in History
for two years.

7) Herman Broene, Ph.D., was reappointed as Professor of Chemistry
with indefinite tenure.

8) Winifred Byker, A.B., was reappointed as Assistant in Physcal Edu-
cation for one year.

9) Peter P. De Boer, A M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor
of Education for two years.
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10) Willis P. De Boer, Th. D . Was reappomted as Associate Professor
- of Bible for four years.

11) James De Borst, A.M., was appointed as Assistant Professo-r of
History and Political Science for two years.

12) Marilou De Wall, A. M ‘was reappomted as Instructor in- Musxc
for two years.

13) Roger D. Griffioen, Ph.D., was reappomted as Associate Professor
of Physics for four years.

14) Henry Holstege, Jr., A M., was reappomted as Assistant Professor
of Sociology for two years.

15) David Holwerda, Th. D was appomted as Assxstant Professor of
Bible for two years.

16) Richard Houskamp, A.M., was given a provisional appmntment
in Somology

17) D. Joe Krajenbrink, M.A., was appomted as Assistant in Modern

Languages for one year.

18) Bernard B. Kreuzer, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Professor
.of Modern Languages (German) for two years.

19) Donald Oppewal, Ph.D., was reappomted as Assocxate Professor
“of Education for four years..

20) Peter Oppewall, Ph.D., was rEappomted‘as Professor of Enghsh
with indefinite tenure.

21) Arthur J. Otten, A.M., was reappomted as Assmtant Professor of
Modern Languages (French) for four years. .

22) Bernard Pekelder, Th.B., was rea.ppomted as College Chaplam
for four years.

. 23) Tunis Prins, Ph.D., was reappomted as Professor of Phllosophy
with indefinite tenure.

24) H. Evan Runner, Th.M., Ph.D., was reappomted as Professor of
Philosophy with indefinite tenure,

25) Carl J. Sinke, Ph.D., was reappomted as Professor of Mathematics
with indefinite tenure.

26) Leonard Sweetman, Th.B., was appointed as Assistant Professor
of Bible for two years.

27) John Vanden Berg, Ph.D., was appointed as Dean of the Faculty

for two years.

28) Gertrude Vander Ark, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant Profes-
sor: of Education for two years.

. 29) Howard Jay Van Till, B.S., was appointed as Vlsltmg Lecturer
in Physics for the first semester of 1964—65.

30) Ernest Van Vugt, A.M.,, was reappointed as Assxstant Professm
of Classical Languages with indefinite tenure. e
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31) Anthony Donald Vroon, A.B., was reappointed as Assistant in
Physical Education for one year.

32) Mary Ann Walters, A.M., was reappointed as Assistant in English
for two years.

33) Johan G. Westra, A.M., was reappomted as Assistant Professor of
History and Political Science for two years.

34) Donald R. Wilson, AM., BD,, was appomted as Ass1stant Profes—
sor of Sociology for two years.

35) John E. Zegers, A. M., was reappomted as A551stant Professor of
Modern Languages (French) “for two years.

36) Doris J. Zuidema, A.M., was reappomted as Instructor in Physmal_,
Education for two years.

C. Property and Finance

Audatonum-Musw-Speech buzldmg — The Board of Trustees calls to
the attention of Synod that approval was given to the board by the Synod
of 1962 to design and plan, with a view to construction, the Auditorium-
Musjc-Speech building, and authority to proceed with plannmg and con-
struction of this building was given by the Synod of 1963. However,
owing to more detailed programming, the .classroom area was increased
and engineering details were refined and these have increased the cost
estimates of this building by about $400, 000 The board asks Synod to
approve the higher cost estlmate

Grounds:

1. The increase stems from two factors: a) the inclusion in this unit
of more classroom area than we had stated:originally, and b) a greater

awareness of the acoustical and sound isolation problems and the related

cost of proper solutions for these problems.

2. The Auditorium-Music-Speech bulldmg is now des1gned to house
certain classrooms that were initially scheduled for other classroom
buildings. Hence, a portion of the increase is really a transferra.l of cost
rather than a long-term increase.

Calvin College and Seminary
Respectfully submitted,
The Board of Trustees of

J. F. Schuurmann, Sec’y
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REPORT NO. 15
CANADIAN RELIEF FUND

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

We are pleased to report to you again regarding the activities of the
Canadian Relief Fund. This fund is administered by the deacons of the
Chatham, Ontario, church.

During the past year the activities have diminished still more. The
receipts were low with a tota] of $308.03. Disbursements also have
dropped considerably, showing an amount of $799.78.

We feel that most of our Canadian churches are now independent. It
may be adviseable, however, to keep the fund operating for a few more
years to be able to support the smaller congregations.

We wish to thank the churches who supported the fund during this
past year.

Financial Statement

Receipts: Disbursements:
Balance, Jan. 1, 1963 ........ $6,129.78 Support to churches .........$ 776.97
Canadian churches ......... 14024 Bank charges -.o.coomeniiccines 95
Interest eceeeceeeemen... errnenene 167.79 Currency exchange ............ 13.36
Administration  ....cccceeeee 8.50
Balance, Dec. 12, 1963 ........ 5,638.03
$6,437.81 _ $6,437.81

An annual audit is made by two elders of the consistory of the Chat-
ham church.

Respectfully submitted,

Art Bisschop, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer
RR 7, Chatham, Ontario
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_ REPORT NO. 16
THE WORLD HOME BIBLE LEAGUE

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

In the latter part of August 1963, the World Home Bible League
paused for a few days to commemorate God’s blessing upon its twenty-
five years of existence. Present at this conference were many represent-
atives to the Christian Reformed Church who, together with others,
rejoiced in the marvelous things that God had done. The twenty-five
years of blessing and continuous growth is but a testimony of the fact
that the Lord has brought into existence an organization that is filling
a distinct need in the great program of reaching the masses with the
written Word of God. Following the conference the League once again
took up many new challenges as 1t sought to fulfill its objective of placing
the Scriptures in every Bibleless home throughout the world. Christian
Reformed missionaries report new and interesting projects in which they

.use World Home Bible League Bibles, Testaments, Scripture portions

and Bible reading outlines. In this report we also share with you a few
excerpts of letters received recently from our own missionaries concerning
the ministry of the League.

Japan — The Rev. Maas Vander Bilt and Rev. Benj. Ypma report the
following: Scriptures are being used with a careful and planned method
of distribution to assure maximum economy and effectiveness. Four
types of Scriptures are being used in a progressive method of distribution.
First is the mass distribution of a pamphlet, “Kirisuto no Mikotoba,”
which consists of choice selections of the Scriptures. On the outside
jacket is an application form for the Gospel of John. Second is the
Gospel of John which represents a choice portion to lead contacts to
a saving knowledge of Christ. This Gospel of John is a new translation
put out under the auspicés of the New Japanese Bible Commission — a
group of men thoroughly qualified in translating directly from the Greek
and Hebrew. All of them are committed without reservations to the
Divine inspiration and absolute authority of the Scriptures, On the last
page of this Gospel is a list of questions and an application blank for the
New Testament, Third is the presentation of a New Testament. After
a person has progressed to this third step, it is hoped that the inquirer

- will have come, with the Sower’s help and the Lord’s blessing, to at least

some understanding of the way of salvation in Christ. The League,
through the missionary, gladly furnishes 2 New Testament to those who
sincerely request it without cost. No one is ever refused because he is
unable to pay for it. The fourth step is the presentation of a Bible to
those who request such and give evidence of having diligently studied
the New Testament.

The objective of the Japan Home Bible League, recently reorganized
and now under the direction of Rev. Maas Vander Bilt and Rev. Benj.
Ypma, is the placing. of one ‘million Gospels in this area of the world. -
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Guam — In the past year, Guam has become fertile area for Scripture
distribution. Mr. ]. Poel, our missionary in this area, reports:

“Thank you for your splendid cooperation .and-fine Christian spirit with respect
to your wilingness to furnish English Bibles for distribution to the Trust territorial
islands of Truk and Ponape District.” The entire shipment arrived in excellent
condition. I shall proceed to trans-ship them to my key men for distribution.

May the Lord continue to bless the work of the World Home Bible League.
This- work has always been dear to our hearts, even when we were in full time
service in ‘the States.: Now we have completed over one year of service on the
island of Guam. We are very much interested in spreading the Word in the entire
Trust Territory of the Western Pacific. They have had the Bible in their native
tonguc for many years, but the trend is toward the American language. We have
the cream of the crop of young high school and college students attending classes
on.Guam. They come from many small islands in the South Pacific. Most of the
students with whom we work are from Truk and Ponape. We have about forty
or fifty who attend our services faithfully. They have a different dialect on many
1slands of the same atoll but they all speak and read English fluently.

We have had two requests for Engllsh Bibles. One from Truk and one from
Ponape. We have Andon Amarich, a native Trukese in the Public Defenders Office
on Truk, who would like to have approximately three hundred Bibles for the
students of their ‘Church Mission schools. The economy of their islands does not
permit them to purchase these Bibles,. Andon was privileged to make a speech at
the United Nations in 1962 on behalf of the Islanders, He will handle the Bible
distribution very acceptably on Truk.

We have Pondus Pedris on Ponape. He. has been with us for some time and
is presently back on Ponape as one of the directors of education. He is a fine
Christian and very active in the Lord’s work on Ponape He also has requested
about three hundred English Bibles. -

‘We would surely like to have this challenge in the hands of your organization.”

“Programs of Bible distribution through evangelical missionaries con-
tinue in Hong Kong, Australia, New Zealand, The Phlhpplnes Formosa
‘and the islands of the South Pacific.

Ceylon — D1str1but10n in Geylon now approaches the 900,000 point.
Rev. John Van' Ens, who is on furlough now in the States, has told well
the story of Scrlpture distribution in the Pearl of the Orient. In addition
to this, a new challenging film, booked extensively in Christian Reformed
Churches throughout the United States and Canada, is telling the story
of how Revs. John and Clarence Van Ens, and others, are reaching the
Buddhists and Hindus and the atheists in Ceylon with God’s Word.

India — The work in India continues to forge ahead, now approaching
very: closely to the three million mark. Discussions have been held be-
tween the World Homie Bible League and the Bible Society represent-
atives concerning the need to-reach India’s masses with the Holy
Scriptures. At the present time plans are being made for the publishing
of :100,000 copies of the Scriptures for the State of Orrisa. In this
partlcular area there are 16 million people The literacy rate is 21 5%.
It is, however, one of the poorest states in India in its economy.. Some
idea’ as to the overall- problems facing the World Home Bible League
is the-fact-that in. this. area, where 16_million people live, last year only
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17,000 Gospels, 900 Bibles and 500 Testaments were distributed. It is
hoped that during the next year the league may be able to add | to th1s
figure a minimum of 100,000 Gospels of John.

Spain — Although the Bible distribution programs of other Bible
agencies were restricted or- curtailed during 1956 to 1962, the World
Home Bible League published and distributed in Spain approximatély
35,000 Testaments and copies of their Scripture pamphlet “Dios Hable.”
During this time these were mailed in plain packages to Spain from three
different “neutral points.” The World Home Bible League is véry thank-
ful that news received just prior to.the writing of this report indicated
that permission had been granted by the Spanish Government for the
import of 4500 Bibles and Testaments which have since been received in
their Barcelona office. It is hoped that many more thousands of Scrip-
tures may be distributed in this area.

Africa — Four thousand three hundred ninety-three complete Bibles
in the English language have been sent to the literature committee of
our field in Nigeria. The World Home Bible League has also aided in
other Scripture programs in Africa. The sum of $560.00 was sent to our
literature committee for continued explanation of the Bible reading out-
lines in the Tiv and Hausa language. It is reported already more than
1000 Nigerians are writing in to the literature committee on the field for
correction of these outlines. In addition to this, more than 3000 Africans
are writing to the World Home Bible League office in Chicago and are
involved in Bible reading outlines. This is one of the most encouraging
facets of the World Home Bible League’s ministry, and the Holy Spirit
is using this to the salvation of precious souls, A recent letter from
. Africa stated, “I thank you very much for all that you have done for me,
truly your outlines are spiritual ones; through them I have now accepted
Jesus Christ as my personal Savior.”

Undoubtedly the most ambitious of all programs for 11tera.ture dis-
tribution in Nigeria is one that is history making in its implications. A
special Scripture pamphlet compiled by the literature committee of our
Nigerian Mission has now been set and proofs have been rmailed to
Nigeria. Upon final correction, expected to occur by the time this report
is published, the World Home Bible League will supply 200,000 copies
of the Scripture portion in the Tiv language — one for every five persons
living in the mission area. Three South Holland churches — Cottage
Grove Christian Reformed, First Christian Reformed and Bethany
Christian Reformed — were so challenged by this project that they
raised during a missionary rally $1,300 to transport all this material to
the field. It represents a total weight of 21,850 pounds.

Other Africa Challenges — The World Home Bible League has com-
pleted the puinshing of the outlines of the Gospel of-]ohn in the Swahili
tongue for use in Ghanha. The Bulu New Testament is in preparation;
the Bulu Gospel of John having been dehvered to the ﬁeld in. the Game-
rouns early this year. CEL e i
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A request from: the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to prepare Scrip-
tures in the Sahu language has been approved by the board and will be
published as soon as the manuscript is ready.

Latin America — The Spanish speaking people of the Western hemi-
sphere continue to be a tremendous challenge for the church today.
Literature has proven to be a most effective method in reaching the
masses. Demands for Scriptures from this area, from missionaries, in-
crease contlnually Spanish Scriptures: have been sent to missionaries
laboring in areas from Argentina to Mexico and the Carribean Islands.
Last year over 416,000 Spanish Scriptures were distributed.

Much more could be reported concerning the ministry of the League.
Testimonials from Christian Reformed missionaries and pastors come
from all over Canada and the United States and almost every mission
field under the supervision of our Board of Foreign Missions. Home mis-
sionaries in various posts — Indian work, hospitals, chaplaincy, migrant
work, etc., all report extensive use of Scriptures furnished by the World
Home Bible League. Rev. Donald Wisse, our Home Missionary in
Ogden, Utah, recently wrote:

“Last summer one of the SWIMers called on.a boy by the name of Hooshang
Anasi-gaberi. Hooshang is a student who came to Ogden, Utah from Iran, whose
father is a retired army officer in the Iranean army. Hooshang was 2 Mohammed.
‘The first contact with Hooshang didn’t really bring much results. He felt that
Christianity was something that he could never believe because he could not prove
it rationally, and Hooshang was an engineering student and a mathematic major.
Hooshang came to church, We talked with him and the SWIMer began to work
with him. Hooshang requested a Bible. The SWIMer wrote to the World Home
Bible League and received a copy of the Bible in Persian. Hooshang read the
Bible from cover to cover and after some months Hooshang felt he was a born
again Christian,

In January 1964 Hooshang was baptized in the Ogden Church and now he is
enrolled as a student in Calvin College. Hooshang has a desire right now to go
back to his country and bring the Gospel. We are not sure whether this will
be on a full time capacity or not but he does have the desire and wants to take
some Bible courses. :

Hooshang told me that one of the thmgs tha.t really made an impact on him
was reading the Bible from cover to cover. This really was the conversion ex-
perience he had by reading the Bible from cover to cover.”

New Editions — Due to the progressive expansion of the League and
increasing number of contacts with evangelical missionaries, Scriptures
‘in many different tongues are urgently requested by missionaries. In
the last year the League has received a number of requests to publish
recently translated manuscripts in various languages and dialects. In
many cases the board has felt compelled to honor these requests so many
thousands may read God’s Word in their own tongue as soon as possible.
Through special arrangements with Wycliffe Bible translators, special
editions of “God Speaks,” particularly ‘in the languages of the South
Pacific Islands, are being prepared. These editions represent Scnptures
for smaller tribes with their own dialect. %



SN T g T gt T TS TR 6

SRR

REeporTS 121

Because of the tremendous interest of those taking the New Testament
Bible Reading Outlines, the League has prepared their first composn:e
of Old Testament Scr1ptures, “Gems of the Old Testament.” Many of
those who read the New Testament have questions concerning the Old
Testament. It is felt that this booklet will provide valuable material for
those who are entirely unfamiliar with the Old Testament.

This is but a sketchy report on the activity of the World Home Bible
League. Although statistics have a tendency to become dull, it is of
interest to note that a total of over 1,270,000 Bibles, Testaments and
Scripture portions have been shipped for distribution from the Chicago
office alone. In addition to this are 729,884 Scriptures which were
acquired or printed in other countries. And yet all this and the distribu-
tion of other agencies, leaves many millions without a copy of the Scrip-
tures, Many of them would eagerly read the Word and now can read
because of extensive literacy programs in undeveloped lands of the
world. The fields are ripe unto harvest. The effectiveness of the printed
Word as a basic tool of evangelistics demands the best effort of the
church to get the Word into the hands of the masses still in darkness.
The urgency of this task is intensified when we see doors closing in many
areas of the world.

The World Home Bible League is grateful for the support of our
people with their gifts and prayers. The cooperation of our church, and
of the ministers and missionaries in many areas of the World, in distri-
buting the Scriptures, has been most encouraging to the World Home
Bible League Board of Trustees. Their Board of Trustees continues to
be well represented with dedicated men of Reformed persuasion. Scrip-
tures are availbale to our churches, ministers and missionaries without
cost.

The undersigned requests the Synod of 1964 to recommend the World
Home Bible League to our churches for their moral and financial
support.

Humbly submitted,

Rev. Chester M. Schemper
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REPORT NO 17
FAITH PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE

ESTEEMED BRETHREN

+ To stay in the public eye today requires that something new and
startling must constantly be found. If a product does not have a new
development, its sales are ursurped by a competitor. If a kingdom cause
does not have new flelds and programs, other causes catch the fancy of
the people.

-~ Yet for many rehglous endeavors the work is substantially the same
year after year. This was the case with the Faith, Prayer and Tract
League in 1963. New equipment was procured to keep our overhead
-at its usual low level. One of our faithful board members, Mr. William
Groeneveld of Muskegon Heights, Michigan, passed on to his eternal
reward. A new member on the board is Mr. Henry Hoekstra, evangelist
at Sparta, Michigan. But the usual activity is to send out tracts as they
are. requested by distributors. This averages over 30,000 per day.

It is not the purpose of the League to publish new tracts merely for
the sake of publishing new tracts. New material is published only when
the board feels that the proposed presentation of the Gospel differs from
previous presentations and is presented in an effective manner. The
vast majority .of the 12,330,000 tracts sent out were tracts that have been
found to be effective over many years,

" Because the need for Christian literature is greater in most foreign
countries than in the United States or Canada, the League exerts every
effort to supply this need, Permission to translate our tracts was given
to groups in Bolivia, Hong-Kong, Nigeria, and Brazil. Our efforts in
India continue to be very encouraging. Whereas other distributors report
responses in dozens with very few Moslems replying, our responses are
in the thousands with many Moslems included. All those who respond
receive a personal letter and more Christian literature. Over 800 dis-
tributors in the small villages of India handle our tracts.

So, although the work is not spectacular, it appears that the Spirit
is willing to use our efforts. The distribution of literature brings returns
far out of proportion to the money spent. This is true whether the
literature shows the way of salvation, comforts the distressed, exposes
the cults, or urges the dedicated Christian life. We ask therefore, that
you again recommend the League to our churches for formal and financ-
cial support.

I have one more request. I have served on the board of the League as
a representative of Synod since first appointed by the Synod of 1949,
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Although the work has not been onerous, I ask that another person be
appointed to take my place.

Respectfully submitted,
Jobn Keuning -
Synodical Representatxve

FINANCIAL REPORT . L
Balance on hand, January 1, 1963 . ‘ $ 4,035.57

Receipts: . .
Sale of tracts . $69,166.84
Donations . : : 13,852.09
Membership fees .coeveene.n.... et rreeae s saaab e e e annns crameraaeans 687.60 83,706.53
‘ $87,742,10
Disbursements: ] L
PrINtINg voreceeeeieceeeee e eeeceme e e s ememeeem e nsses e meme rmemee] $45,646.85
Wages ... e 13,299.89
Postage ... ettt e 11,554.56
Supplies -...... 3,991,953 -
Advertising ... 1,633.50
Bank charges . - - - 272.76
ATHISE 8BS oottt e et 430.00
Rent ... 880.00
Social Security TaX ..ccoccciccvreeeieeeessssaseememeeesresens veen 271.30
Withholding tax . . 95.00
Michigan Sales tax ... 108.22
India Branch Expense 4,004.51
Miscellaneous .....coceecvveeeseceennsn. e 1,411.37
S $83,509.89
Balance on hand, December 31, 1963 _....ooiiiccemescrme e $ 4,142. 21

Tracts sold, 1963 ... ... 9,690,244
Tracts printed, 1963 13,589,000
Tracts donated, 1963 3,546,233

To the Faith, Prayer & Tract League
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Gentlemen:

We have examined the books and records of your treasurer, Mr, John S. 'Brond-
sema, and have compiled an Operating Statement on the cash basis for the year
1963.

The attached statement of cash receipts and disbursements which reflect fairly
the cash transaction of your League.

Respectfully submitted, ,
Peter B. Vander Meer, C. P, A
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REPORT NO. 18
MINISTERS’ PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION

EsTEEMED BRETHREN ¢

The Board of Trustees of the Ministers’ pension and relief administra-
tion humbly submits the following report to your honorable body.

Part I
Personnel and Organization

The board is composed of Rev. F. Handlogten, pres.; Dr. M. 'Mart'inus,
vice-pres.; Rev. D. J. Drost, sec’'y; Mr. W, Bonnema, treas.; Mr. N. Grit-
ter, ass’t treas.; Mr. W. De Hoog, ass’t sec’y; and Rev. F. Huizenga.

The alternate members of the board are: Rev. M. Arnoys, Rev. H.
Visscher, Rev. J. Petersen, Mr, K. Bergsma, Dr. J. Harkema, Mr. A. Bel,
and Mr, M, Langeland.

Rev F. Handlogten has moved to Randolph, Wisconsin, and his alter-
nate, Rev. M. Arnoys has been asked to fill the unexpired term. Rev.
Handlogten has served the board ably for a number of years and his
work has been appreciated.

The board presents the following nominees to Synod: for Dr. M. Mar-
tinus who has completed two three-year terms as regular member of .the
board. (One layman to be chosen) Mr. Aldon Walters (La Grave Ave.),
Mr. Melvin Sharda (Bethany, Holland).

Since Rev. M. Arnoys has become a regular member of the board and
Rev. H. Visscher has moved to California, two alternate members are to
be chosen in their place. The board presents the following nominees:
For Rev. M. Arnoys: (chose one) Rev. J. Gunnink, Rev. M. Van Der
Werp; for Rev. H. Visscher (chose one) Rev. R. O. De Groot, Rev. W,
Hofman.

The secretary, Rev. D. J. Drost, has been designated to represent the
board at Synod should further information be desired.

Part II
Information and Pensionaries

The Synod of 1963 aproved the honorable emeritation of the following
who were added to the pension rolls: Rev. William Vande Kieft, Rev.
Henry Zwaanstra, the widow of Rev. J. C. Kobes, Rev. J. R. Kamps,
Rev. Fred Van Dyk, Rev. James Putt, Rev. John Breuker, Rev. C. M
Schoolland, Dr. William Masselink, and Mrs. V. Vanderwerp.

Rev. Gerard Terpstra was removed from the pension rolls on Decem-
ber 15, 1963 when he had regained his health sufficiently to be reem-
ployed by the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions,
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Rev. Cornelius Holtrop, whose emeritation was previously approved
by Synod, was placed on the pension rolls January 6, 1964 when his salary
was terminated by the Bluffton Christian Reformed Church.

The board has been informed of the honorable emeritation of the fol-
lowing:

1. Rev. Albert Jabaay, by Classis. Grandville in session January 186,
1964. Grounds: Past retirement age. Effective date: March 1, 1964,

2. Rev. J. M. Dykstra, by Classis Chicago North in session January 21,
1964. Grounds: a. length of service 38 years plus; b. Retirement age.
Effective date: March 31, 1964.

3. Rev. John Ehlers, by Classis Hamilton in session January 22, 1964.
Ground: Retirement age. Effective date: May 1, 1964.

4. Rev. Cornelius Kuipers, by Classis Pella in session September 12,
1963. Grounds: He has spent 35 years in honorable and distinguished
service in the Christian Reformed Church, notably in mission fields, and
has reached the retirement age of 65 years. Effective date: March 1,
1964.

The following pensioners have been removed by death: Rev. C. De
Leeuw, Rev. P. D. Van Vliet, Dr. H. Henry Meeter, Rev. John
Masselink and Rev. Emo F. J. Van Halsema. The following widows
have passed away: Mrs. Alida Fokkens, Mrs. Helen Tuls and Mrs. Emma
Bode. Classis Minnesota North in session Sept. 10, and 11, 1963 took
three actions with respect to the ministerial status of Rev. J. E, Brink
which affected his relationship to the pension fund.

1. His ministerial status was reactivated.

2. He was then immediately emeritated in accordance with the recom-

: mendation of Synod 1963 (cf. Acts 1963, Art. 50, III, B, 3).

3. The date of emeritation was set at Sept. 10, 1963, at which time
Rev. J. E. Brink was placed on the pension rolls at the reduced rate of
pension required by rule VII, D.

The board has sought to obtain registration of the Ministers’ Pension
and Relief Administration in Canada with the Canadian Department of
National Revenue. We have corresponded with the tax authorities and
a certified public accountant, recommended by our Canadian brethren,
is working with the Canadian authorities to obtain this registration, As
yet it has not been effected. This is in accordance with the Acts of Synod
1963, Art, 148, V, p. 115.

The board has received a check for $14,624.84 from the treasurer of
the Emeritus Fund of the Orthodox Protestant Reformed churches. This
is in fulfilment of an agreement effected by the board on Nov. 27, 1862,
cf. MPR minutes, article 407, and approved by Synod 1962, article 103,
B, 4, p. 61. Synod thereby accepts into our pension- plan the brethren
who were ministers with the Orthodox Protestant Reformed Churches
at the date on which this denomination joined with ours (July 13, 1961)
with the understanding that they shall pay the 3%2% of their salary from
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the date of their. mstallatlon as ministers in the Christian Reformed
Church. .

The average salary for 1964 on the basis of 625 ministers reporting
15.$6,070.00. A statement of the names of the ministers and the salary
of each is available, should Synod desire it. -

‘The pension of a minister, which is 50% of the average salary com-
puted to the nearest multiple of 10 is $3,035 for the year 1964. The pen-
sion of a widow, which is 40% of the average salary, computed to the
nearest multiple of 10 is $2,428 for the year 1964.

N

Part III
Relief Fund

1. The relief fund was established by Synod to aid those ministers,
widows and orphans whose pensions are inadequate because of adverse
conditions. It is maintained by the free will offerings of the congrega-
tions and interest from investments. We are grateful that it is not neces-
sary to request a free will offering for 1965 since the balance on hand
seems to be adequate.

2. A detailed statement of relief " disbursements will be submitted to
the advisory committee of Synod, and, if Synod so desires, to Synod in
executive session. This is in accordance with the rule adopted by Synod.

8. Thrbughout the year the board has sought to administer both the
pension and relief fund in a responsible way. The cost has been kept to a
minimum,

Part IV

Finances
- A. The board submits its statement of operation, its budget for 1965,
and its statement of the quotas paid by the various classes. In view of

the information presented in the following paragraphs they request a.
quota of $6.50 per family for 1965.

' B. Statement of Fund condition: Reflecting operation for period
February] 1968—January 31, 1964.

Pension Relief Total
Balancc Feb. 1, 1963 : $350,184.01 $57,097.30 $407,281.31
Net gain (per schedule below) ................... 21,072.77  (1,385.75) - 19,687.02

‘ . $371,256.78 $55,711.55 $426,968.33
Fund balances consist of: .
Commercial accounts:

. First Michigan  Bank & Trust, Zeeland = 74,940.14 3,690.18 78,630.32

.Bank of Montreal, Stratford, Ontario... 14,015.41 14,015.41
Depository rcccxpts ................................ 101,000.00 101,000.00
.qukcrs account . 1,822.50 1,822.50

Total cash $191,778.05 3,690.18  195,468.23
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Savings:
Certificates of Deposit «eocceeeiroreeseccvennes 30,000.00 30,000.00
( Savings accounts . 20,025.00 20,025.00
£ Total savings .ecoveeccrmoeeecrecerenns 50,025.00 50,025.00
;"} Investment:
Mortgage receivable ...eoceeeiiiorvereeeee 5,983.39 2,991.71 8,975.10
Government SECUrTties ...oveeveeeeocevecevenanns 124,000.00 48,500.00 172,500.00
Y Total investments .........ccccceceeeee $129,983.39 $51,491.71 $181,475.10
?' Total Assets ... $371,786.44 $55,181.89 $426,968.33
g Schedule of operation:
,‘ Receipts:
E QUOta PAYMENTS weoevecmecrnmereciaaneameeeereenes $344,607.55 $344,617.55
4 Minister payments 151,697.81 151,697.81
) TIEETESE ooronoeoroseoessoeeososeees e seersees 6,351.05 71476 7,065.81
(_f Contributions & donations -.eocoooooeeeoeo.. 390.00 195.00 585.00
\ 5 Total TeCeiPts -oceerceceermamrmerrearecanens 503,046.41 909.76 $508,956.17
E Disbursements:
{ Canadian exchange ..ooocooccomaiiivneencec.. 8,093.17 8,093.17
[N Payments to ministers ... . 274,503.14 1,515.51 276,018.65
{ Payments to widows 194,395.11 780.00 195,175.11
{ Clerks salary 500.00 500.00
[ Treasurers salary 500.00 500.00
k Clerical & office expense 1,570.00 1,570.00
Travel expense -ceecoreceecenn.e 43.20 43.20
[ Miscellancous .. 487.50 487.50
1 Reimbursements to ministers
£ no longer in fund ..oooooeeeii 215.89 215.89
MoOVINg eXPenSe .ocecveccormreecrrereeeeareraes 1,665.63 1,665.63

Total disbursements .oc..c..c......... $481,973.64  $2,295.51 $484,269.15
Net gain (loss) .oceooeoeeeeeeee $ 21,972.77  (1,385.75) $ 19,687.02
C. 1963 Operation of Fund as compared to 1963 Budget:

1963 1965
Budget Actual Gain Loss Budget

Receipts:
Quotas  ............$340.860.00 $344,607.55 $ 3,807.55 $358.150.00 (1)
Ministers ......... 126,875.00 151,697.81 24,822.81 153,302.00 (2)
Interest &

donations 8,000.00 7,650.81 339.19 15,000.00
Total receipts.. $475,735.00 $503,956.17 $526,452.00
Disbursements:

To ministers 261,000.00 276,018.65
To widows ...208,800.00 195,175.11
Administration &

Can. exchange 6,000.00 13,075.39

15,018.65 302,820.00 (3)
217.360.00 (4)

10,000.00

13,624.89
7,075.39

Total
disbursements $475,800.00 $484,269.15 $42,255.25 $22,433.23 $530.180.00

Total gain or
LT - (65.00) 19,687.02 (3,728.00) (5)
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(1) 58,000 families @ $6.50 per family $377,000 less 5% not collected

(2) 675 ministers @ average salary of $6,180—=84,171,500 @ 315% —$146,002
(= 4 5% for 414% contributions). (Average salary 1963 $5,970; 1964
$6,074.18; 1965 estimated at $6,180)

(3) Estimated 98 ministers @ 50% of average salary $3,090 each)

(4) Estimated 88 widows @ 40% of average salary $2,470 each)

(5) The anticipated losses in the past years have never materialized. This is due

to the fact that when we estimate the number of each class of emeriti we disregard

the fact that deaths and emeritations should average to the middle of the year. We

have consistantly increased the reserve balance of the Pension Fund even though

our anticipated budget indicates that we would experience a deficiency. In view

of these facts we request a budget of 6.50 per family for 1965.

During 1965 the fund was alloted a total budget of $6.50 plus .15 to be used
for moving emeriti to their retirement home. During fiscal 1963 we paid $1,665.63
for moving, Our specific receipts for this (2.26% of budgeted quota) amounted
to $7,617.13, so we do not need any additional for this at this time, however we
may wish to add to our budget request in some future year.

- As of January 31, 1964 there were 96 emeritus ministers on.the pen-
sion rolls. During the period from February 1, 1962 to January 31, 1964
eight ministers were added, four died, one was returned to active duty
with a net gain of three. During the same period 5 widows were added
to the roll and 3 died. On January 31, 1964 there were 86 widows on
the rolls, a net gain of two.

D. Quotas -
1963 quotas
1962 quota 1962 quota Balance due 1962 1963 .due or

Classis not paid paid in’63 on’63 queta  quotas quotas paid Overpaid
AlbertaNorth § 2,040.41 $ 2,040.418 9,469.60% 7,942.10 $1,527.50
Alberta South 991.75 991.75  5,712.35 2,339.44 3,372.91%
British

Columbia 3,482.08 221.00 3,261.08 8,811.25  §,732.29 2,078.96
Cadillac 39.00 39.99  4,322.50  4,282.60 39.90
California South 17223 172.23 14,177.80 13,831.48 346.32
California Central 152,74 41.43 111.31  4,887.75  4,963.30 +75.55
Chatham 2,530.98 185.24  2,345.74 12,515.30  8,584.24 3,931.06
Chicago North 404.72 555.22 +150.50 13,393.10 13,007.47 385.63
Chicago South +90.44 4-90.44 21,027.30 21,161.06 4133.76
Eastern

Ontario 8,199.33 5,067.91 3,131.42 12974.15  7,575.84 5,398.31
Gr. Rapids East 350.87 350.87 23,959.95 23,304.49 655.46
Gr. Rapids South 17,442.95 17,448.80 +45.85
Gr. Rapids West 86.96 41.50 4546 13,160.35 13,160.36 +.01
Grandville 168.15 126.75 4140 16,511.95 12,018.27 4,493.68*%
Hackensack 530.20 530.20 10,121.30  9,557.30  564.00
Hamilton 5,402.33 5,402.33 15,095.50  8,698.57 6,396.92
Holland +65.49 +65.49 19,231.80 19,245.86 -14.06
Hudson 226.11 226.11 12,661.60 12,321.54 340.06
Kalamazoo 434 43.34 +39.00 11,085.55 10,974.21 111.34
Lake Erie 887.24  89.57 797.67  6,563.55 6,333.67 220.88
Minnesota North 1,628.94 1,628.94 10,719.80  8,884.31 1,879.49
Minnesota South 102.83 49.35 53.48  5,519.50  5,209.55 309.95
Muskegon 367.25 139.75 227.50 13,027.35 12,985.77 41.58
North Central ' ‘

Towa 249.22 182.00 67.22  5,359.90  5,340.45 19.45

Qrange City 225.00 225.00 ° 8,359.05  8,359.05
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Pacific 186.88 35.75 151.13 13,326.60 12,885.62 440.98
Pella 71.50 7150  9,216.90  9,253.04 --36.14
Rocky Mountain 738.07 390.00 348.07 7,574.35  7,461.30  113.05
Sioux Center 101.62 200.72 -+99.10 12,149.55 11,626.12  423.43

Toronto 4,153.82 197.00  3,956.82 11,597.60  7,374.42 4,223.18
Wisconsin +.02 +.02  7,973.35  7,628.13  345.22
Zeeland .03 +.03 16,305.80 16,594.36 —288.56

$33,338.59 $7,566.53 $25,772.06 $374,255.35 $337,041.02 $37,214.33
*Between December' 1, 1964 and the date of this report Classis Alberta South
paid $2,237.53 and Classis Grandville paid $4,473.73.

1962 quota $359,569. Total collected $338,867.96 — 92.85%. Of this $326,301.43
(90.75% ) was collected within our fiscal year.

1963 quota: $337,041.02 was paid in fiscal year or 90.06% of total quota. We
received $6,711.26 on the 1964 quota shortage between February 1, 1964 and
March 1, 1964, making a total collected of $91,85%.
Part V
Matters Requiring Synodical Attention

~ 1. The election of one regular member and two alternates.

2. Approval of requested emeritations. ' »
3. The adoption of the quota of $6.50 per family for 1965. cf. Part IV,

Humbly submitted,
D. J. Drost, secretary
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REPORT NO. 19

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL REPRESENTATIVES TO THE
YOUNG CALVINIST FEDERATION

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your representatives to the Young Calvinist Federation of North
America herewith submit their annual report. Gratefully we report that
the Young Calvinist Federation continues to grow. Since March 1963,
seventy-five new youth groups have been received into the federation.
The greatest growth continues in the Calvinette division, 58 new clubs
being added this past year. As of March 1964, the total number of
youth groups in the Young Calvinist Federation is 912 (567 youth
societies and 345 Calvinette clubs).

Constitutionally, membership in the Young Calvinist Federation is
open to youth groups from Calvinistic churches other than Christian
Reformed. In the past there have been such societies in the federa-
tion. Today, however, Young Calvinist Societies and Calvinette Clubs
are found exclusively in Christian Reformed Churches and mission sta-
tions. Consequently, the Young Calvinist program is recognized more .
and more as the youth program of the Christian Reformed Church.
More than 21,000 of our young people are members of Y.C.F. societies
or Calvinette clubs. Eighty percent of our churches have Y.C.F, youth
societies and 56% have Calvinette clubs. Therefore what the Y.C.F.
is and does contributes significantly to the total image of the Christian
Reformed Church. Because the Young Calvinist Federation program
is designed primarily for the youth of our church, there has been a
question of its place in the home mission church or chapel. The Y.C.F.
staff and board believe that theY.C.F. program is adaptable to the
mission situation. Home mission churches are urged to adopt, and
adapt if necessary, the Y.C.F. program,

The Young Calvinist Federation is a service agency. It seeks to serve
by developing a dynamic program for our young people’s societies and
Calvinette clubs which will make our Christian faith relevant and mean-
ingful. It seeks to serve by stimulating Y.C.F. members to express their
Christian faith in wholesome fellowship and in service to God and their
fellow man. The Y.C.F. presents and promotes its program for youth
primarily by means of its monthly magazine, “The Young Calvinist.”

The Y.C.F. seeks also to serve the servicemen of our church (1,260
of them in the United States, Canada, and abroad). The monthly de-
votional guide, “Spires,” and the Young Calvinist magazine are sent
to each of our servicemen. Young Calvinist Servicemen Clubs are pro-
moted and established wherever possible. Believing that the ministry to
servicemen is a vital part of the Y.C.F. program, the Y.C.F. board has
established a special servicemen’s committee, to further improve and
broaden this work.
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The growth of the Young Calvinist Federation and continuing ex-
pansion of its ministries has created problems. Currently the Y.C.F.
board is studying the organizational structure of the federation to deter-
mine whether the members of the federation now are most effectively
and adequately represented and served. Such a study is necessary also
in view of the possible unification of the Y.C.F. and the Calvinist Cadet
Corps, currently under discussion by both groups. Further, since the
Y.C.F. serves young people from both urban and rural areas, and its
members are Canadian as well as American, the creative talents of our
most capable director, Rev. James Lont, and his capable staff are taxed
severely to produce a program and a magazine which will meet the
needs and interests of this great variety of people.

The most pressing problem of the moment, however, is money. The
Y.C.F. has a deficit of approximately $16,000 for the last two years.
This makes the current cash condition of the federation precarious, past
reserves being depleted. It has been previously shown that the Y.C.F.
1s exclusively a movement within the Christian Reformed Church; ¢on-
sequently the federation depends exclusively for its support upon the
Christian Reformed Church. The federation is grateful for the support
from the church which it has previously received. We plead, however,
that the support of the Y.C.F. be broadened and increased. During the
calendaryear 1963, Christian Reformed churches by offerings contributed
$8,875.94 to the Y.C.F. General Fund,and $5,550.00 to the Y.C.F. Ser-
vicemen’s Fund. The rest of the budget of nearly $144,000 was raised
by the members of Y.C.F. societies; this by dues, rally offerings, and
the annual Young Calvinist campaign. Your representatives again re-
spectfully request that Synod recommend the Y.C.F. to our churches
for one or more offerings in each of the three areas of service, the
Servicemen’s program, the Calvinette program,and the Young Calvinist
program for young people.

We are happy to report also that Mr. John Hofstra, the Young Cal-
vinist executive secretary, is recovering nicely from a recent heart attack.
We trust he will be able to resume his duties at the Y.C.F. office soon.

Respectfully submitted,

Earl C. Marlink
Hester Monsma
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REPORT NO. 20
CHRISTIAN REFORMED WORLD RELIEF COMMITTEE

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The year 1963 was the first full year of activity for the CRWRQC. The
efforts begun during the previous year continued to be blessed by the
Lord. Both “programmed” or continuing relief projects and emergency
relief needs were carried on overseas and domestically.

I. Tue CompLEx AND GRowING FiEip or HUMANITARIAN RELIEF

An effective denominational program of voluntary relief requires
a wide measure of denominational involvement, including our consti-
tuency and deacons. The global task of Christian mercy is not a task that
replaces the duties of our deacons but it is included in their mandate to-
minister mercy.

It was Synod’s vision that in organizing a responsible voluntary relief
organization our obligation of providing Christian benevolence in a world,
growing smaller through advances in communications and transportation
and showing no abatement of human suffering and misery, could be
approached.

The CRWRGC has taken its position alongside 40 or more American
denominations and another 50 American secular organizations providing
direct relief, medical aid, technical training, community development,
and other phases of specialized help.

Information on the value of humanitarian and aid provided to foreign
countries is difficult to determine. Summary reports of 62 agencies dis-
close that $368,000,000 of assistance was provided in 1960. Leading
agencies are National Welfare Conference $121,000,000, American Na-
tional Red Cross $86,700,000, CARE $39,900,000 Church World Service
(consisting of 19 Protestant denomin