


A
A
// g
S
7
2

O e -

ACTS OF
SYNOD 1960

June 8 to

June 21, 1960

At Calvin College Auditorium
Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

- .

- Christian Reformed Publishing House
2850 Kalamazoo Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids 8, Michigan, U.S.A, .



Synodical Prayer Service

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church

Grand Rapids, Michigan
REV. EDWARD HEEREMA, Pastor

Tuesday, June 7, 1960, 7:45 P.M.

PRELUDE — Menuet and Priére - - - -« - - - - < Boellmann
INTROIT — Let Mount Zion Rejoiwce - - - - - - - - Herbert
CaLL TO WOPLSHIPV

SILENT PRAYER AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

VoTtuM aNp SALUTATION — (Congregation standing)

Psavter HymnaL No. 196: 1.4 — (Congregation standing )

ArosTLES’ CREED — (in unison, Congregation standing)

Groria PaTr1 o

PraveER

PsavLter Hymnar No, 266 — (Gongregation standing)

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY — We Pray Now to the Holy Spirit - - arr., Buxtehude
(Offering for the American Calvinistic Fellowship)

ANTHEM — How Beautiful Upon the Mountains - - - - Harker
ScripTURE READING — Revelation 2:1-7

SerMoN — HEARING THE VOICE OF THE SPIRIT

Praver ForR SYNOD

PravER REsPoNSE —Spirit Divine - - - - - - - - Edwards
PsavteEr HymnaL No, 385 — (Congregation standing)

Doxorocy — Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE—Tocqata . e e e e e o e Boellmann
At the console: Mrs, Gilbert Vanden Berg
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ACTS OF SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, Mlchlgan

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 8, 1960
First Session

ARTICLE 1

Rev. Edward Heerema, minister of the convening church, Plymouth
Heights Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan, calls the
Synod to order. Synod sings No. 402 from the New Psalter Hymnal,
- “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.”

Rev. Heerema reads John 14:1-17 and leads in the “Opening Prayer
for Ecclesiastical Assemblies.”

ARTICLE 2

Rev. Heerema welcomes the delegates to Synod and addresses Synod
as follows:

Esteemed Delegates to the Synod of 1960, Fraternal Delegates of Sister Churches
and Corresponding Churches, Advisers and Friends:

In the name of the Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church T bid you a
most hearty welcome to this center of Calvinistic church life in North America
and to the sessions of the Synod of 1960.

For those who are delegates to Synod for the first time this is a moment filled
with high expectation and resolve. Even for those who are veterans in the service
of the church the opening of a new Synod is always marked by some measure of
excitement and anticipation. This is true in the first- place because a very great
responsibility has been entrusted to you by the church we all love and serve. Then
too the interplay of the 120 and more personalities that make up this Synod cant
fail to prove interesting and stimulating. ‘

Furthermore, the tone of expectancy is set by the subjects that await your
earnest consideration. It seems that every Synod has important matters to deal
with. The Agenda for last year’s Synod had more than a hundred pages of con-
tent more than the Agenda for this Synod. But that quantitative difference surely
doesn’t carry with it the suggestion that you have little work to do. Matters of
far-reaching import for our church are yours to consider. You are to make a .
decision on adopting tentatively a part of the new proposed Church Order. You
must decide on the proposal to have a new Department of Education. You face
the question: shall our church have a World-Wide Service Committee to act for
our denominational Deacons’ Conferences to broaden and intensify our church’s
ministry of mercy? The troublesome question of just how to conduct the examina-
tion of candidates must be settled. And a decision must be reached on Particular
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or Regional Synods. Will the Synod of 1960 settle this matter? And then you face
a serious question with regard to the TCNN once more. Shall this Synod go
beyond the specific limitations on our participation in this venture that were
plainly set by the Synod of 1959 after long and intensive debate? )

Surely each of you realizes the gravity of all these and other matters that are
to come before you. There is still another factor that adds to this gravity. There
is a very real kind of ecumenicity at work when Synod is in session. This is what
I mean. Christians of like precious faith are watching you. The Christian Re-
formed Church is known as a bastion of the Reformed Faith in its. orthodox
creedal expression. What you do with that faith is a matter of great concern to
these our brethren in Christ. What you do here can gladden their hearts and give
them courage. Or, what you do here (God forbid!) may bring them sorrow and
.difcouragement.

May God so qualify you for your task that what you do here may be for great
blessing in the Christian Reformed Church. May your manner of dealing with the
issues before you be such that our brethren in many places may praise God and
take courage. May God’s Spirit so direct you and inspire you that when your task
- is done you may have the comforting assurance in your soul that you listened to
the voice of that Holy Spirit. Yes, may you with peace in your soul be able to
say, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us.”

' Edward Heerema

ARTICLE 3

The credentials are presented and the roll call reveals the following
delegates present:

Classis Alberta North

Ministers ............ Rev. N. B. Knoppers Elders....ceooeeee. l -Mr. J. Gort
Rev. G. H. Vande Riet Mr. H, J. Ten Hove

Classis Alberta South '

Ministers ............ Rev. T. E. Hofman Elders....cccoeecenn-e. Mr. G. Timmermans

: Rev. A. H. Selles Mr. S. Vanden Berg

Classis British Columbia . :

Ministers ......... Rev. L. Tamminga Elders...cceeeaeeanee Mr. G. Ingwerson
Rev. J. Hoogland My, A. De Jong

Classis Cadillac . ]

Ministers -.c........ Rev. F. Einfeld Elders....ocoeooeeeee Dr. M. Posthuma
Rev. H. Zwaanstra Mr. J. Jager

Classis California

Ministers .......... Rev. H. Radius Elders.....oooeec -.-Mr, G. Hannink
Dr. W, H. Rutgers Mr. R. Vanderby

Classis Chatham

Ministers ......... Rev. A, B. C. Hofland  Elders.ceoeeeeeee.. Mry. J. Joosse, Sr.
Rev. G. Bouma Mr. E. Ennema

Classis Chicago North ‘

Ministers ... Rev. H. N, Erffmeyer Elders....ccoeccooeee Mr. J. K. Dykstra .
Rev. A, H, De Kruyter . Mz, J. R. Swierenga

Classis Chicago South

Mzinistcrs ............ Rev. J. Malestein Elders....ocoaeooeeeeee Mr, J. H. Korschot

Rev, T\ Van Eerden : *Mr. H. Hoekstra
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Classis Eastern Ontario

Ministers ..o Rev, J. Van Harmelen
Rev, K. Hart
Classis Grand Rapids East
Ministers ... Rev. G. Gritter
Rev. N. Veltman
Classis Grand Rapids South
Ministers ...ee...... Rev. D. Hoitenga
Rev. ]J. F. Schuurmann
Classis Grand Rapids West
Ministers ....iwee...- Rev. R. Rienstra
"Rev. P. F. Holtrop

Classis Grandville

Ministers ....icce..-- Rev, M. Arnoys
. Rev. F. Van Houten
Classis Hackensack
Ministers ........... Rev. W. Van Antwerpen
Rev., M. Baarman

Classis Hamilion

Ministers ......c..... Rev. A, W. Schaafsma
Rev. T. C. Van Kooten
Classis Holland
Ministers ......c.... Rev. H. G. Vander Ark
Rev. W. P. Brink
Classis Hudson
Ministers -..........Rev. N. Vander Zee
* . Rev. S. H. Rooy
Classis Kalamazoo -
Ministers ...........Rev., W. Vander Haak
Rev. T. Yff

Classis Minnesota North

Ministers «.o-eeee- Rev. E, L. Shuart
- Rev. R. Haan

Classis Minnesota South

Ministers —......... Rev. H. Van Wyk

N Rev. J. Groenewold

Classis Muskegon
Ministers -..........Rev,

. J. Petersen

Rev. C. Wm, Flietstra
Classis North Central Iowa
Ministers —......... Rev. J. De Vries
Rev.. H. Bode

Classis Orange City
. Ministers

. C. Vander Ark

. A. Hannink

Elders.......... S Mzr. J. Rekker
Mzr. C. C. Benckhuysen
Elders..oooocieecenee Mr. W, D¢ Lange
Mr. J. LaGrand
Elders....oooooo... Mr. H. Brinks
Mr. S. Sterk
Elders. .cocccccaeueeee Mr. S. Geisel
Mr. B. Breuker
Elders...cocermecnne Mr. J. Warners
Mr. A. Gritter
Elders...oeoceroeeeee.. Dr. P. Berkhout
Mr. J. Ykema
Elders.....eev.oo.en. Mr. D. Wesseling
Mr. J. Colenbrander
Elders.....ccoceeu..en Mr, E. Vanden Brink
. Mr. H, J.- Kuiper
Elders...cocccaoveeeees Mr. J. W. Kuibers
- Mr. M. Ten Hoeve
Elders.-veeeecaeeeeee Mr. N. Moll .
Mr., H. J. Vander
Ground
Elders..eceoacmeea. Mr. R. A. Kromminga
Dr. F. Westendorp
' Elders.. oo Mr. Egbert Meyer
Mr. Peter Bouma
Elders......cooeuue.ee Mr. R. Hoeker
“Mr. P. Mulder
b1 [ (' I— Mr. H. Pommer
‘Mr. J. Betten
Elders...coceoeeeemec Mr. R, J. Dykstra
Mr. H. Netten
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Classis Pacific

Ministers -....c...... Rev. J. Griffioen Elders...ooveceneneac Mr. E. Kok
Rev. J. Hekman Mr. J. Kruick
Classis Pella
Ministers —ooeoo.... Rev, L.-Van Laar Elders..cccoomeeaeen, Mr. W, L. Wanders
. Rev. J. H. Olthoft Mr. J. Bruxvoort
Classis Rocky Mountain .
Ministers —ooceeeeee- Rev. B. N. Huizenga Elders....coooeeneen Mzr. J. Den Bleyker
Rev. R. B. Vermeer Mr. H. Hoogstrate
Classis Sioux Center o ‘
Ministers .......... Rev. B. J. Haan Elders..ooe . Mr. H. Snieders
Rev. H, Petersen Mr. C. Kooima
Classis Toronto L
Ministers ... Rev. J. Geuzebroek Elders...cceeeveraean Mr. S. C. Waterdrinker
Rev. F. Guillaume Mr. R. Heemsbergen
Classis Wisconsin
Ministers e Rev. R. Opperwall - Elders................ Mr. G. Eisenga
- Rev. P, Vander Weide Mr. J. F. Van Someren
Classis Zeeland .
Ministers ...ccoee.. Rev. A. E. Rozendal Elders.ccooeouann Mr. H. A, Smit
Rev. E. H. Oostendorp Mr. H. Van Regen-
* morter
ARTICLE 4

Rev. Heerema declares Synod constituted and the following officers
are elected :

President: Rev. T. G. Van Kooten of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
Vice President: Dr. W. H. Rutgers of Bellflower, California

First Clerk: Rev. George Gritter of Grand Rapids, Michigan
Second Clerk: Rev. W. P. Brink of Holland, Michigan

ARTICLE 5

Rev. Heerema introduces the chosen officers to Synod. President, Rev.
T. C. Van Kooten responds as follows:

In the name of Synod, I wish to thank you, Rev. Heerema, for the good words
you spoke to us last evening Very appropriately you directed us to attend to the
voice of the Spirit. It is our desire and prayer that we may do exactly that in all
our work at Syrod.

And you, fellow delegates, I want to thank you for the confidence and favor
shown toward me. I also want to thank you for the very competent assistance
you have given me in these fellow officers.

It is indeed a humbling experience to be selected for this responsible work, It
makes one feel small alongside the task to perform. That is true in view of the
work itself, which is demanding and exacting. But that would be true of any
piece of work of this kind. One is humbled much more when he realizes that
this task concerns the church — the very body of Christ. We marvel that God
uses men like us to build His church, May we all be deeply conscious- of this
our high calling in all our work at Synod. May our deliberations never degenerate
merely to the day of business.
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" Let us be much in prayer for the Lord’s much-needed direction. This refers not
only to our formal prayers, but also to a silent locking up to the Lord while we
are at our work. We think of Nehemiah when he was questioned by the. king
about the well-being of Israel. While he spoke to the king he prayed to the Lord
(Nehemiah 2:4-5), May each of us do the same as we carry on the work of
Synod.

The President now proceeds to welcome the advisory members of the
Synod, the Seminary Faculty, both active and retired, and the President
of the College. He also welcomes the Stated Clerk, representatives of
boards, the editors of The Banner and De Wachter, and the Grand
Rapids Press. He addresses a special word of welcome to Dr. H. Mulder,
pastor of the Gereformeerde Kerk at Delft, who will repmsent the “Ge-
reformeerde Kerken” of the Netherlands.

ARTICLE 6
The President requests the First Clerk to read the “Public Declaration
of Agreement with the Forms of Unity” and the delegates express their
agreement by arising and saying, “Amen.”

ARTICLE 7

A Program Committee is appointed consisting of the officers of Synod,
and Revs. T. E. Hofman, H. Zwaanstra, A. B. C. Hofland, ]J. Malestein,
D. Hoitenga, R. Rienstra, W. Van Antwerpen, S. H. Rooy, T. Yf, J.
Petersen, H. Bode, L. Van Laar, R. B. Vermeer, J. Geuzebroek; and
Elders H. F. Ten Hove, A. De Jong, J. R. Swierenga, C. C. Benckhuysen,
J. Warners, H. J. Kuiper, F. Westendorp, E. Meyer, R. J. Dykstra, E.
Kok, H. Snieders, G. Eisenga, and H. A. Smit.

ARTICLE 8

Synod adjourns to reconvene at 4 p.m. The First Clerk leads in closing
prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 8, 1960
Second Session

ARTICLE 9
. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 93, and the Vice President leads in
prayer.

ARTICLE 10 \ i
" The report of the Program Commitiee is approved and the following
Advisory Committees are appointed:
CommrrTer No. 1 — Educational Matters No. 1

Chairman, Rev. R. Haan; Reporter, Rev. W, Vander Haak. Revs. N, Vander

Zee, J. Groenewold, A. Hannink; Elders G. Ingwerson, H. J. Kuiper, J. Brux-

voort, J. Kruick. Advisers: Dr., J. Kromminga (Seminary Matters), Dr, W.
Spoelhof (College Matters). - S :
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CoMMITTEE No. 11 — Educational Matters No. 2

Chairman, Rev. D. Hoitenga; Reporter, Rev. John Peterscn Revs. N. B.
Knoppers, J Hekman, F. Guillaume; Elders J. H. Korschot, B. Breuker, P Berk-
hout, J. W. Kuipers, R. Vanderby. Adviser: Dr. H. Stob

CoumiTTeE No. III — Home Missions

Chairman, Rev. N. Veltman; Reporter, Rev. M. Baarman. Revs. E. L. Shuart,
F. Einfeld, P. F. Holtrop; Elders G, C. Benckhuysen, J. Ykema, P. Mulder, W.
L. Wanders, E, Ennema. Adviser: Dy, M. Wyngaarden.

CommrrTEE No, IV — Foreign Missions -

Chairman, Rev. F. Van Houten; Reporter, Rev. A. De Kruyter. Revs. K.
Hart, G. W. Flietstra, H. Van Wyk; Elders M. Posthuma, H. J. Vander Ground,
H. Pommer, H. Van Regenmorter, J. Gort. Adviser: Prof. H. Dekker.

CommrrTee No. V — Publications

Chairman, Rev. T. Yff; Reporter, Rev. H. Radius. Revs. M. Arnoys, G. H.
Vander Riet; Elders J. Joosse, Sr., J. XK. Dykstra, J. Colenbrander, N. Moll, G.
Eisenga. Adviser: Prof. Van Elderen, Co

CommirTEE No. VI — Varia No. 1

. Chairman, Rev. L. Van Laar; Reporter, Rev. H. Petersen. Revs. H. Zwaanstra,
J. F. Schuurmann, W. Van Antwerpen; Elders G. Timmermans, F. Westendorp,
P. Bouma, H, A. Smit. Adviser: Dr. A. Hoekema.

CoMMrTTEE No. VII — Varia No. 2

Chairman, Rev. H. Vander Ark; Reporter, Rev. S. Rod& Revs. A. H. Selles,
H. Bode; Eldcrs A, De Jong, D. Wcsselmg, E. Vanden Brink, R. J. Dykstra, I
Den Bleyker, S. E. Waterdrinker. Adviser: Dr, R. Stob.

ComMITTEE No. VIII — Protests and Appeals No. 1 :

Chairman, Rev. J. Griffioen; Reporter, Rev. E. Oostendorp. Revs. J. De Vries,
B. N. Huizenga, P. Vander Weide; Elders A. Gritter, J. Jager, E. Kok, R. A.
Kromminga, H. J. Ten Hove. Adviser: Prof. M. Monsma.

ComMITTEE No. IX — Protests and Appeals No. 2

Chairman, Rev. T. Van Eerden; Reporter, Rev. B. J. Haan. Revs. A, B. C.
Hofland, A. Schaafsma, R. Vermeer; Elders W, De Lange, S. Sterk, E. Meyer,
S. Vanden Berg, J. F. Van Someren. Adviser: Prof. R. B, Kuiper,

CouurrTeE No. X — Budget

Chairman, Elder H. Hoogstrate; Reporter, Elder J. La Grand. Revs. J. Olthof,
A. E. Rozendal, J. Van Harmelen; Elders R. Heemsbergen, S. Geisel, H. Hoek-
stra, H. Netten. Adviser: Mr. G. Kamp,

CommrtTEE No. XI — Church Order No. 1

Chairman, Rev: R. Rienstra; Reporter, Rev. T, E. Hofman. Revs. G. Bouma,
J. Hoogland, R. Opperwal; Elders G. Hannink, R. Hoeker, H. Snieders, J. War-
ners, J. R. Swierenga. Advisers: Prof. G. Kromminga and Prof. H. Kuiper.

CommiTTEE No. XII — Church Order No. 2

* Chairman, Rev, J. Malestem Reporter, Rev, H. Erﬂ‘mcyer Revs. ]’ Geuze-
broek, L. Tamminga, C, Vander Ark; Elders H, Brinks, J. Betten, G. Kooxma,
J. Rekker, M. Ten Hove. Adviser: Prof M. Woudstra. . .



AcTts or SyNop, 1960 9

ARTICLE 11
Synod adopts the following time schedule: 8:30 to 11:45 a.m. with
a 15-minute recess at 10; 1:30 to 5:45 p.m. with a 15-minute recess at
3:30; and 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
ARTICLE 12
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Commitiee and
the actions reported are approved. (See Supplement No. 44)
ARTICLE 13
The Stated Glerk presents his report to Synod and this report is re-
ceived as information and approved. (See Supplement No. 44)
‘ ARTICLE 14
Synod ad_]ourns and Elder G. Hannink closes w1th prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 9, 1960
Third Session

ARTICLE 15
Devotions are led by Rev. H, Radius, Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No.
340, stanzas 1, 3, and 5. Colossians 3 is read and prayer is offered.
ARTICLE 16
Roll call is held. All delegates are present.

ARTICLE 17
The minutes of Wednesday, June 8, are read and approved.

ARTICLFE 18
The President appoints the following committees:

Reception Committee: Rev. M. Arnoys and Rev. W. Van Antwerpen.
(See Arts. 56, 68, 69, 107, 114, 163)

Obituary Commzttee Rev. R. B. Vermeer and Rev. J. Hekman. (See
Art. 166)
ARTIGLE 19

Synod adjourns for the day, in order that the Advisory Committees
may continue their work. Elder H. J. Ten Hove closes the session with

prayer. -

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 9, 1960
) Fourth Session
The President calls the Synod to order at 7:30 p.m.

ARTICLE 20

Opening devotions are conducted by Rev. M. Baarman, who leads
Synod in prayer after the singing of Psalter Hymnal No. 85.
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ARTICLE 21
. The President reads a letter of greeting from Prof. Dr. Fred Klooster,
who is studying in Europe, — Received as information -
ARTICLE 22
The Advisory Committee on Publications, Rev. Henry Radius report-
ing, presents the following?:
I. Tue AMERICAN BiBLE SociETY
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 2. (See Supplement No. 2)
‘B. Recommendations: Your advisory committee recommends that
Synod: '
1. Receive the report of the committee of the Amerlcan Bible Somety
as information,

2. Note with gratitude the progress that is being made in the trans-
lations of the Scripture, particularly the Spanish translations, meeting the
needs of the Spanish-speaking part of Latin America.

3. Appoint a representatlve to this organization. (See Art. 172, V)

-—-Adopted
II. CoMmrTTEE OF CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH ON BipLk
TRANSLATION S

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 4, (See Supplement No. 4)
B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod note the progress that is being made in, the fulfill-
ment of the Study Committee’s mandate.

2. That Synod extend the Study Committee’s mandate for a five-year
period to give the work 2 somewhat greater degree of permanency and
continuity. (cf. Art. 172, V)

3. That annual reports be submitted by the commlttee of the progress
bemg made. ‘ —Adapted
1. Tae Wortp HoMe BisLE LEAGUE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 8. (See Supplement No. 8)

B. Recommendation: Synod note with gratitude the extensive work
performed by the Bible League as indicated in the adoption of a record
budget of $275,000. .(See Art. 148) - —Adopted
IV SERMONS FOR READING SERVICES

" A. Material: Agenda Report No. 40. (See Supplement No. 40)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod recommend these sermons for further use by the
Churches.

2. That Synod continue the committee on Sermons for Reading Serv-
ices. (See Art. 172, V) , " —Adopted
V. TuE Lorp’s Day ALLIANCE oF CANADA
:'A. Material: Agenda Report No. 17. (See Supplement No. 17)

B. Recommendation: That Synod instruct our Canadian classes to in-
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form our consistories, that if any of our people or churches find them-
selves in a community which has a “Sunday problem” to write for litera-
ture and promotional material to Rev. Mr. McGrath, General Secretary,
the Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada, Room 542, 17 Queen Street, E.,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. (See Art. 148)

—Adopted

VI. CELEBRATION OF ANNIVERSARIES (See Communication No. 1)

A. Maiterial: Communication of Calvin Seminary Faculty re celebra~
tions of the anniversaries of the publication of the Belgic Confession
(1961) and the Heidelberg Catechism (1963).

B. Recommendation: Your Committee advises Synod to make pro-
vision for the suitable celebration of the respective anniversaries. And if
Synod agrees, we further suggest that the matter be placed in the hands
of the Historical Commitiee of the Denomination with power to act.
(Special attention should be given that the celebrations reach the youth
of the Church.) (See Art. 172, V) , ~ —Adopied

VII. Overrure No. 19

A. Material: Classis Toronto requests that the proposed trial Com-
munion forms be made available for use in the Dutch language.

B. Recommendation: Synod accede to this request of Classis Toronto
and instructs the present Revision Cominitiee to make these arrange-
ments.

Ground: The Synod of 1954 has so ordered when it gave its mandate

to the “Liturgical Form Revision Commlttee » Acts of Synod, 1954, Art.
101 V B-9. (See Art. 172, V) —-Adopted

VIIIL. OverTurE No. 51 :

- A. Material: Classis Hamilton requests Synod that the names and
addresses of the secretaries of the diaconates of the churches appear in
the Yearbook.

B. Recommendation: That Synod not accede to the request of this
overture as this is not a matter that should concern Synod. We suggest
that Classis Hamilton refer its request to the Publication Committee
charged with the matter of the Yearbook. —Adopted

IX. PsaLter Hymnar COMMITTER o
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 13. (See Supplement No. 13)

B. Recommendation: That Synod receive this progress report of the
Psalter Hymnal Committee as information. This is the first year report
of the project: “Handbook to the Psalter Hymnal” See Acts 1959, page
40, XIII, B-2. (See Art. 172, V) ' ——Adopted

X. ReprorT oF PusricaTion COMMITTEE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 25. (See Supplement No. 25)
B. Recommendation: The following nominations for members of the.

\
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Publications Committee are herewith prescnted to Synod and that these
nominations be approved (See Art. 172, V)

For a three-year term (one to be elected)
Rev. Clarence Boomsma
Rev. Henry De Mots

For a three-year term (one to be elected)
Mr. Gerrit Buist
Dr. Henry Homan

For a three-year term (one to be-elected)
"~ Mr. Gene Broene
Mr. John Van Dellen
—Adopted
XI. Overture No. 61 '
A. Material: Overture No. 61
1. Classis Alberta South asks Synod to define clearly the relationship

between the Publication Committee of Synod and the editors of our
church papers.

2. Is concerned that the general responsibility for the editorials in The
Banner and De Wachter rest with the Editorial Committee of the Publi-
cation Committee, especially in matters which obviously are or will be
controversial,

B. Recommendation: That Synod do not change the status quo but
maintain the present state of editorial freedom as exercised by the editors
of our papers: The Banner and De Wachter.

Grounds:

1. There are proper safeguards with respect to the above mentioned
editorial freedom. This was assured your Advisory Committee by the
member of the Publication Committee with whom we consulted.

2. As a matter of practice the editors of the respective publications do

consult with the Editorial Committee when the need arises.
—Adopted

XII. NOMINATIONS

Election of Editor of The Banner — 2-year term

A. The Advisory Committee recommends:

~ Rev. John Vander Ploeg
* Dr. John Bratt
Rev. Peter Van Tuinen

Synod decides to meet in executive session in order to discuss the

nomination. — The nomination is approved by Synod.

B. The Advisory Committee recommends that Synod reappoint Rev
E. Van Halsema as editor of De Wachter for two years
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Grounds:

a. The realistic situation—that there is, and can be no legal nomina-
tion before the 1960 Synod, and that an editor is needed—justifies a de-
parture from the normal procedure.

b. The editorship of De Wachter is a part-time position; and Mr. Van
Halsema is in an ideal position to carry on this work. acceptably for two
more years,

c. A similar direct appointment was given him two years ago.

d. At present there is no rule for the retirement of the editor of Dé
Wachter; therefore Mr. Van Halsema may serve in this position after his
70th birthday. —Adopted

(Publication Matters continued in Art. 101)

ARTICLE 23
The session is closed with prayer by Elder Herbert Hoogstrate.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 10, 1960
Fifth Session

ARTICLE 24 ‘
President Van Kooten calls the Synod to order. Devotions are led by
Rev. N. B. Knoppers. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 201. Ephesians 3
is read and prayer is offered.
ARTICLE 25
Roll call is held. All delegates are present.

ARTICLE 26
The minutes of Thursday, June 9, are read and approved.

ARTICLE 27

Synod decides to meet Saturday morning and to begin the Monday
morning session at 10 a.m,

_ARTICLE 28
The Committee on Credentials of Candidates, Rev. H, Radius report-
ing, indicates that all the credentials have been examined and found to
be in order. One consistory failed to send in a recommendation, but its
clerk has given verbal assurance that this was an oversight and that the
consistory would heartily endorse the candidate involved., Synod accepts
this report.
ARTICLE 29

. The Seminary President, Dr. John H. Kromminga, reports that the
faculty recommends all the candidates.

ARTICLE 30

The Sermon Critics, Rev. D. J. Hoitenga reporting, indicate that all
the sermons have been received, and that they have no objectlons to
proceeding with the examination. :



14 AcTts oF SvyNob, 1960

ARTICLE 31 .

-Synod adjourns to convene in four sections to examine the prospective
candldates, and to reconvene in full session at 3:50. p.m. for the exami-
natlon in Practica, - ,

ARTICLE 32 .

Synod reconvenes at 3:50 p.m. to conduct the examination in Practica.
The President offers opportunity for the delegates to ask quest!ons
pertment to the day’s examinations,

' ) ARTICLE 33

~ Synod decides to go into Executive Session. Synod adjourns “Elder H.
Snieders closes with prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 10, 1960
 Sixth Session :

ARTICLE 34
The President calls Synod to order. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No.
191, stanzas 1 and 4, and Rev. W. Van Antwerpen leads in prayer. -
- ARTICLE 35 '

Dr. Oren Holtrop is present as the alternate delegate for Rev. T. Y.
He expresses his agreement with the “Public Declaration of Agreement
with the Forms of Unity.”

ARTICLE 36

The Advisory Committee, No. 1, on Educational Matters, Rev. W.
Vander Haak reporting, presents the following:

I. PrROFESSOR ALBERT MUYSKENS - ANNIVERSARY

A. Maierials: Agenda Report 20-B (C, 2) (See Supplement No. 20-B,
C, 2) Prof. Albert Muyskens has been professor at Calvin College for
25 years.

B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod instruct its officers
to arrange an appropriate observance of the 25th anniversary of Prof.
Muyskens as professor at Calvin College. (See Art. 113) —Adopted
II. LaviNG oF THE CORNERSTONE ,

A. Materials: Agenda Report 20-B (B, 2) (See Supplement No. 20-B,
B, 2)

'B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod participate in the
cornerstone-laying ceremonies for the Centennial Memorial Seminary
Building on June 15, at 1:30 p.m. . —Adopted .
IIT. NoMINATION FOR BoARD oF TRUSTEES

. A, Materials: Supplementary Report 20-B (II A) (See Supplement
20-B, II, A)
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B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod approve the nomi-
nation and grant the request of the Board that the nominee who is not
elected as regular delegate be added to the nomination for alternate.
—Adopted
(Educational Matters No. 1, continued in Art. 52) :

ARTICLE 37

The Advisory Committee Varia, No. 2, Rev. S. Rooy reporting, presents
the following:

N

I. CurisTIAN SEAMEN’s AND IMMIGRANTS” HoOME

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 5. (See Supplement No.- 5)

B. History:

1. The Synod of 1957 adopted the followmg (Article 64, III B, p. 35) :

a. Synod decides “that the work of the Seamen’s Home as it is now
carried out be abandoned if and when the HolIand Amerlca Lme moves
to the New York side of the river.

b. “Synod does not act upon the recommendation of Classis Hudson,
namely that the work hereafter be pursued from an office-and limited to
spiritual needs, but refers this to Classis Hudson for further 1nvest1gat10n
and recommendation to the Synod of 1958.”

2. The Synod of 1958 subsequently decided that “the work of minister-
ing to the spiritual needs of the seamen be continued in its present loca-

tion until such time as it can be pursued from an office oon the new Hol-
land-America Line pier in New York.”

C. Request of the Seamen’s Home Committee:

“As Synod, 1957, instructed us to continue the work until the move
to New York takes place which is now unofficially May, 1961, we hereby
ask the continued prayers and gifts of the churches . . After our-doors
cIose some expenses will continue, as our chaplaincy work is not to termi-
nate.”

D. Recommendation: : ‘

Synod approve this cause for “the continued prayers and gifts of the
churches.” (See Art. 148) ,

Grounds:

‘1. The Seamen’s Home plans to be in operatxon well into 1961.

2. The chaplamcy work will continue after the closmg of the Seamen’s
Home. , _ —Adopted

(Varia Matters No. 2, continued in Art. 84) ‘

ARTICLE 38

Synod decides to meet in executive-session. The reporters of the several
sections which examined the prospective candidates present their reports,
recommending all applicants for admission to candldacy

‘ARTICLE 39

After deliberation, and prayer by Rev. L. Van Laar, Synod proceeds to
vote on all apphcants for candidacy. The ballot mdlcates that the fol-
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lowing men are declared candidates for the ministry of the Word and
Sacraments in the Christian Reformed Church:

James Bonnema Alfred Mulder Myron Van Houten
Gerrit De Young Joel Nederhood Durant Van Oyen
Henry Entingh Robert Palma Lloyd Vander Heide
James Evenhouse John Primus Stanley Vander Klay
Wayne Gritter Earl Schipper Gilbert Vanderlip
Norman Haan Raymond Swierenga Vincent Vanderwerp
Gerald Hubers Seymour Van Drunen Peter Vermaat
Gordon Klouw Frederick Van Dyk Theodore Wevers
Abe Koolhaas
The above-named candidates are eligible for call on July 8, 1960.
ARTICLE 40

Synod resumes open session and the candidates return. The Preﬂdent
of Synod addresses them as follows:

We congratulate you as prospective ministers of the Christian Reformed Church.
You have worked hard and long to attain this goal. The road has been paved
with planning and prayer, sacrifice and study. Now you have attained your goal.
When we say “attained” that sounds rather hollow. You are conscious of the fact
that you are now only permitted to begin. The real task lies ahead. And what
2 task! You are taking into your hand the “staff of the Shepherd” to guard and
feed the sheep of the Lord, to gather the straying. You are to open your mouth
to men to speak to them the message of God himself. You are to be God’s
spokesmen.

What a task a.nd what a world in which to carry it out! This is a pessimistic
world. There is much laughter upon men’s lips, but their hearts are purposeless
and pessimistic. Bewildered men, living in a restless world, do not seem to know
what they are seeking, This is a world of unparalleled wealth, and yet there is
so little appreciation for the “pearl of great price.” In a world of luxury, the
souls of men are starving. Truly, this is a lost world where men conﬁdently affirm
that they know where they are going, but all the while seem to be “whistling in
the dark.

That is the kind of world into which you are going. You must know that world
to be able to speak to it. But before you can know that world, you must know
your Lord and yourself. You shall need to know the things of the Lord for your-
self, and especially the love of God for the chief of sinners. Pray and search to
increase in that knowledge and as you do so you will be sure to find the “chief
of sinners” within your own heart.

Then you must know Christ as your Lord and Savior. You must feed your
soul on His grace and love; and you must lose your life in His service. Know
your Lord and know yourself; and remember the words of McChene, “For every
look at yourself, take ten looks at Jesus,”

With this equipment you can face the world. Go out into that adverse world
with courage and confidence, but also with avowed purpose so well expressed in
the words of John the Baptist, ‘He must increase, but I must decreage.” And the
better you know yourself and your Lord, the more you will realize how much He
must increase and how much you must decrease.

Then you will be a successful minister — but on God’s terms, not man’s. You
will be motivated by this thought, “What do they think of the Lord because of
me?” and not, “What do they think of me?” Then you will decrease, and the
Lord will increase. And you will not count the decrease as loss, for you will see
the “Pearl of Great Price.”

‘May God bless you much and may He use you much for a blessing to others.
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ARTICLE 41

Prayer is offered. by Rev. John F. Schuurmann, after Synod sings
Psalter Hymnal No. 295:1, 3, and Synod adjourns, its members there-
after offering congratulations to the candidates.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 11, 1960
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 42

The President of Synod calls the meeting to order, and the opening
devotions are led by Rev. F. Guillaume. He announces Psalter Hymnal
No. 388 stanzas 1, 2, and 4; reads Isaiah 44:1-5; and opens with prayer:

ARTICLE 43
- Roll call indicates that all delegates are present.

ARTICLE 44
- The minutes of Friday, June 10, are read and approved.

ARTICLE 45

. The Adwsory Committee on Church Order No. 2, Rev. H. N. Erff~
meyer reporting, presents the following:

I-, ORGANIZATION OF A NEw CLASSIS

A. Material: Overtures No. 1, No. 7, No. 11

B. Recommendation: Synod approve the organization of a new classis
consisting of the following churches located in Michigan and Ohic: Ann
Arbor, Dearborn, Detroit, Flint, Imlay City, Lansing, Saginaw, Cleveland-
Eastside, Cleveland-Westside, Columbus, Jackson, Maple Heights, Willard
and Cincinnati.

Grounds:

1. Geographically these churches form a natural area with Detroit as
its center.

2. The number of churches in Classes Grand Rapids East and Kala-
mazoo warrants such a re-alignment.

3. Classes Grand Rapids East, Kalamazoo and Chicago South request
the organization of this new classis.

—Adopted

II. TransreErR OF FoUr CoONGREGATIONS FROM CLAssis MINNESOTA

SouTtH To CLAssis MinNEsoTA NorRTH
A. Material: Overtures Nos. 22 and 34
B. Recommendation: Synod accede to the request of Classis Minne-

sota South and Minnesota North for the transfer of the four ‘congrega-
tions.
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Grour;.ds:
1. Both Classes Minnesota South and North concur in this transfer.

2. Geographically the churches are in the area of Classis Minnesota
North. —Adopted

ITI. Canbpbacy oF MR. JoHN N. DYRSTRA

A. Material: Communication No. 3. (See Communication No. 3 and
Supplement No. 44)

B. Information: Candidate Dykstra was examined by Classis Rocky
Mountain on September 15, 16, 1959, in the presence of the synodical
examiners of Classes Pella, Orange City, and Sioux Center. Classis,
after hearing the advice of the three synodical examiners, did not see fit
to recommend him. for ordination. Classis, with advice of the. three
synodical examiners, recommended that the Luctor church employ Mr.
Dykstra as stated supply until the next meeting of classis, at which time
he might submit to a re-examination providing Luctor’s consistory should
request it. At the meeting of classis March 1 and 2, 1960, the Luctor
consistory informed classis as follows: “On the above date (Feb. 1, 1960)
the consistory of Luctor under the supervision of its counselor met to-
gether, After careful and prayerful consideration the consistory voted
unanimously by ballot not to recommend Candidate John N. Dykstra
for re-examination by classis.” Classis concurred in this. Mr. Dykstra
also sent a letter to the Stated Clerk of Synod requesting the annulment
of his candidacy. Thereupon Classis Rocky Mountain declared that the
call extended by the Luctor church and its acceptance by Cand1date Mr.
John N. Dykstra were annulled.

C. Recommendation: Synod accede to the request of Mr. John N.
Dykstra, sent to the Stated Clerk of Synod, that his candidacy be an-
nulled. ‘

Grounds:

1. Mr. John N. Dykstra requests it.

2. Classis Rocky Mountain, the Synodical Exammers, and the con-
sistory of Luctor, Kansas, have concurred in this case. —Adopted

.. (Church Order Matters, No. 2, continued in Art. 51)

ARTICLE 46

. Synod adjourns until Monday at 10 am. Elder W, L. Wanders closes
with prayer.
. } |

.}

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 13, 1960
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 47

- The President calls Synod to order. Devotions are led by Rev. W. P.
Brink, who announces Psalter Hymnal No. 64:1, 2; reads Psalm 27:1- 6
and leads in prayer. .
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ARTICLE 48
Roll call is taken and all delegates are present. Rev. W. Buursma is
present_for the day as the alternate of Rev. John Malestein of Classis
Chicago South. He expresses his agreement with the “Public Declaration
of Agreement with the Forms of Unity.” Rev. T. Yff has returned as
delegate of Classis Kalamazoo.

ARTICLE 49
The minutes of Saturday, June 11, are read and approved.

ARTICLE 50
The President appoints a Committee on Appoiniments: _
Ministers: W, H. Rutgers, L. Van Laar, N. Veltman, J. Petersen, K.
Hart; Elders: H. J. Ten Hove, H. J. Kuiper, Dr. P. Berkhout, J. Den
Bleyker, J. R. Swierenga.

(See Art. 172 for report on appointments)

ARTICLE 51

The Advisory Committee on Church Order No. 2, Rev. H. N. Erff-
meyer reporting, cf. Art. 45, presents the folIowmg

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35 (IV) (See Supplement No. 35,
IV) Letter to the Stated Clerk of Synod from N.A.E.

B. Background: The Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch
Correspondence has been appointed by Synod to study various ecumeni-
cal organizations and report to Synod. Concerning the National Asso--
ciation of Evangelicals the committee conferred with Dr. Herbert Mekeel,
_ president of the NAE, and has been informed by him that conditions that
obtained in 1951 have changed, and that there would be genuine merit in
seeking closer knowledge of this organization. They were informed that
a request would be sent to the Stated Clerk that a speaker representing
the NAE appear before Synod. Such a request has been received. The
committee recommends that Synod accede to the request.

C. Recommendation: Synod do not accede to the recommendation
that a speaker representing the NAE address this Synod.

Grounds:

1. It is the committee’s mandate to serve Synod with a report which
will guide Synod in respect to ecumenical organizations. (Acts of Synod,
1957, page 103)

2. Synod should receive such a report before hearing representatives
addre;ss its members in behalf of such organizations.

—Adopted
(Church Order Matters, No. 2, continued in Art. 91)

ARTICLE 52

"The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters No. 1, cf. Art. 36
Rev. Wm. Vander Haak reporting, presents the following: :
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I. REPRESENTATION
The Secretary of the Board, Rev. John F. Schuurmann, is a delegate to
Synod. Your committee recommends that Synod accord him the privilege
of the floor in matters pertaining to Calvin College and Seminary.
—Adopied
I1. APPOINTMENTS AND REAPPOINTMENTS '

Materials: Agenda Reports No. 20, 20-B. (See Supplements No. 20,
20-B) ; Overtures Nos. 27, 29, 30, 44, 45, 50, 53, 60, 68; Communication
No. 4.

Synod decides to meet in executive session.

A. College:

Recommendation: Synod approve the following appointments and re-
appointments of the Board of Trustees to the college staff:

1. Melvin Berghuis, A.M., as Registrar for four. years.

2. Edgar Boevé, M.S.D., as Instructor in Education for two years.

3. Ervina Boevé, AM,, to the Speech Department, her relationship
in that department and to the faculty as a non-faculty staff member
having been clarified.

4. Roger Faber, Ph.D., as Assistant Professor of Physics for two years.

5. John Hamersma, D.S.M., as Assistant Professor of Music for two

years, contingent upon the formal awarding of the doctoral degree by
September, 1960.

6. George Harris, A M., as Assistant in Classical Languages for one
year.

7. Henry Holstege, A. M., as Instructor in Sociology for two years.

8. Henry Ippel, Ph.D., as Professor of History with indefinite tenure.

9. Charles Miller, Ph.D., as Professor of History with indefinite tenure.

10. Donald Oppewal, A.M., as Instructor in Education for two years.
During this tenure his rank shall be raised to Assistant Professor at the
beginning of that academic year immediately after formally receiving his
doctoral degree.

11. Peter Oppewall, A M., as Assistant Professor of English for two
years,

12. Arthur Otten, A.M., as Assistant Professor of Modern Languages
for. two years,

13. H. Evan Runner, Ph.D., as Professor of Phllosophy for four years.

14. Louis Rus, Ph.D., as Assoc1ate Professor of English for two years.

15. Carl Sinke, Ph.D,, as Associate Professor of Mathematics for four
years.

~16. Bernard Ten Broek, Ph.D., as Assistant Professor of Biology for
two years.

17. John Vanden Berg, PhD as Professor of Economics thh in-
definite tenure,
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* 18.-Marlene Van Kley, A.B., as Assistant in Modern Languages for
one year,

19. Ernest Van Vugt, A M., as Instructor in Classmal Languages for
two years.

20. George Van Zwalenberg, A. M for two years, as Visiting Lecturer
for the first year, and as Assistant "Professor of Mathematics for the -
second year.

21. Anthony D. Vroon, AB,, as A551stan1: in Physical Education for
two years.

22. Johan Westra, A.M., as Instructor in History and Pohtlcal Scxence
for two years,

23. Paul Zwier, A.M., as Assistant Professor of Mathematlcs for two
years.

24. Albertus Bratt, M.S., as Assistant in Biology for one year.

25. Mrs. Winifred Byker, A.B., as Assistant in Physical Education for
one year.,

26. Roel Bijkerk, Drs., as Assistant Professor of Psychology for two
years, deferred until he returns to the United States.

27. Beverly Klooster, A.B., provisionally in Biology.

-28. Bernard Kreuzer, A.M., as Instructor in Modern Languages to
teach German for two years.

29. Gertrude Vander Ark, A.M., as Instructor in Education for two
years.

30. E. William Oldenburg, A.M., as Assistant in Enghsh for one year.

31. J. Marion Snapper, B.D., as Ass1sta.nt Professor in Education for
two years.

32. Reona Tanis, A.B., as Assistant in English for one year.
33. James Vanden Berge, A.M., as Assistant in Biology for one year.
34. Gordon Van Harn, M.S., provisionally in Biology. :
35. Richard Westmaas, A.M., provisionally in Psychology.
36. John Zegers, A M. was appointed as Visiting Instructor in
Modern Languages to teach French for two years.

' —Adopted

B. Seminary:

1. Dr. Anthony Hoekema be reappointed as Associate Professor of
Systematlc Theology for a period of four years.

Recommendation: Synod approve the reappointment. —Adopted

2. Dr. Ralph Stob be reappomted as Professor of New Testament
Studies with indefinite tenure.

Recommendation: Synod approve the reappointment. —Adopted

3. Professor of Old Testament

a. Summary of Materials: Overtures Nos. 29, 30, 44, 45, 50, 60, and
68 request Synod not to accept the nomination of Professor Dav1d ‘Kerr
or not to accept the nomination of one name.
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Overture No. 27 requests Synod to add the name of Rev. John Stek to
the nomination for Professor of Old Testament.

Overture No. 30 requests Synod to instruct the Board of Trustees of
Calvin College and Seminary to reconsider among others Rev. John Stek.
Overture No. 68 requesis Synod to add the names of Rev. John Stek
and Dr. John Zinkand to the nomination for Professor of Old Testament.-

Overture No. 53 requests Synod to consider members of our own church
first of all for nomination to the Old Testament Chair.

Communication No. 4 requests the Board of Trustees to take no action
in this matter at this time, and conveys this information to Synod.

Your committee has addressed itself only to the basic requests involved
in the above overtures. We suggest that Synod do not enter into con-
sideration of the grounds of these overtures, some of which can be ques-
tioned as to factual accuracy.

b. Board Action:

Professor David Kerr - Withdrawal from nomination. In a communi-
cation dated May 3, 1960, Professor Kerr informed the Board of Trustees
of certain difficulties which troublé him concerning his nomination and
requested that his name should not come before the Synod.

No Nomination to the Chair of Old Testament. The Board of Trustees
decided not to make a nomination to the Chair of Old Testament at this
time.

Ground: Such a nomination at this time would be contrary to the es-
tablished rules of procedure. (4cts, 1958, pp. 372-373)

‘e. Recommendations:

(1) That Synod approve the action of the Board of Trustees of Calvin
College and Seminary, in not making a nomination for the Chair of Old
Testament at this time for the ground stated. —Adopted

(2) In regard to adding names to nominations or requesting Synod to
instruct the Board of Trustees to place a name in nomination, we recom-
mend that Synod instruct these classes to follow the rules of procedure
in this matter: “Further recommendations of names for consideration
may be made to the faculty at any time by members of the Board, con-
gistories, and classes. All names so submitted shall be reported by the
faculty to the Board when its nomination is presented to the Board.”
“If the Synod finds a nomination unacceptable, the Board shall be asked
to prepare a new nomination . . .” (d4ets of Synod, 1958, pp. 372-273)

—Adopted

(3) Regarding Overture No. 53 and its request to consider our. own
men first in making nominations, Synod declare it is assured that this is
the standard practice of the Board of Trustees and that this practice was
observed in this instance. —Adopted

(Educational Matters, No. 1, continued in Art. 102)

ARTICLE 53
Synod adjourns. Elder H. J. Kuiper leads in closing prayer.
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 13 1960
Ninth Session

ARTICLE 54

 President T. C. Van Kooten calls the meeting to order. Rev. C. W.
Flietstra leads in devotions. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 294 and
prayer is offered.

ARTICLE 55

The President of Synod congratulates Dr. A. A. Hoekema and Dr. R.
Stob on their reappointments, thanking them for valuable service
rendered and wishing them God’s blessing for the future. He expresses
the hope that they will be able to announce their acceptance of the ap-
pointments tendered. Dr. Stob reviews his many years of association with
both Calvin College and Seminary and immediately announces his ac-
ceptance of the reappointment. Dr. Hoekema thanks Synod for the con-
fidence expressed in him and indicates that he will present his decision
in written form at a later session. (See Art, 90)

ARTICLE 56

Rev. M. Arnoys, member of the Reception Commitiee, introduces
Chaplain John J. Hoogland, who in a brief address emphasizes the chal-
lenge of his work and requests our prayers.. Rev. D. J. Hoitenga responds.
Rev. M. Arnoys also presents Mr. Samson Yazzie, 2 Navajo Indian from
Sh1prock New Mexico. Mr. Yazzie expresses his gratitude for the mis-
sionary work and gifts on the Indian field. Rev. Henry J. Evenhouse,
our Director of Missions, responds in behalf of Synod.

ARTICLE 57

The Advisory Committee on Varia, No. 1, Rev. H. Petersen reportmg,
presents the following:
EMFERITATION OF MINISTERS

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 29, 29-A. (See Supplements No. 29,
29-A)

B. Recommendation: That Synod approve the honorable emeritation
of the following ministers:

1. Rev. Edward Joling by Classis Kalamazoo.
Ground: Retirement age,

- 2. Rev. Dr. Jacob H. Bruinooge by Classis Zeeland.
Ground: Retirement age.

3. Rev. Nicholas J. Monsmia by Classis Hudson.
Ground: Retirement age.

4. Rev. Andrew Baker by Classis Orange City.
Ground: 1ll health.

5. Rev. Herman Moes by Clagsis British Columbla
Ground: Retirement age.
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6. Rev. A. H. Selles by Classis Alberta South.
Ground: Retirement age.-

7. Rev. G. André by Classis Grand Rapids West.
Ground: Retirement age.

8. Rev. Hessel Kooistra by Classis California.
Ground: 1ll health.

9. Rev. Christian Ter Maat by Classis Muskegon.
Ground: Tl health. -

10. Rev. Wesley Prince by Classis Grand Rapids East.
Ground: Retirement age.

11. Rev. Elbert Kooistra by Classis Hackensack. ,
_..Ground: Retirement age. _ —Adopted
(Varia Matters, No. 1, continued in Art. 72)

ARTICLE 58

The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, No. 1, Rev. E. H.
Oostendorp reporting:

I. RErPoRT OF THE STUDY COMMITTEE ON INFALLIBILITY AND INSPIRATION
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 19. (See Supplement No. 19) .

B. Recommendation: Synod accept this communication of the secre-
tary of this committee, informing Synod that the committee plans to
report next year, as information. (Note: Synod of 1959 did not instruct
the committee to report this year; study committees as a rule are given
two years to do their work.) —Adopied

II. PranTED ArPEAL No. 6, Crassis Cuicaco SoutH RE OVERTURE No.
48, 1959 SynoD

Recommendation: Synod sustain the protest of Classis Chicago South,
and declare that the Synod of 1959 could and should have “entertained”
this overture.

Ground: Although the overture asked Synod “not to do what Synod
had not yet decided to do,” this was classis’ right since every classis has
the privilege of urging Synod not to take action on certain matters, just
as well as it has the right to urge Synod to approve of specific issues. In
this case three overtures (Nos. 15, 28, 35) from as many classes were
asking the adoption of a synodical declaration regarding the inspiration
of Scripture, and Classis Chicago South was entitled to register its reaction
to these overtures. —Adopted

(Protests and Appeals, No, 1, continued in Art. 63)

ARTICLE 59 :
Synod adjourns, and Elder C. Kooima leads in closing prayer.
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TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE ‘14, 1960
Tenth Session

. ARTICLE 60 . ’
President T. C. Van Kooten calls the Synod to order. Devotions are

conducted by Rev. J. Van Harmelen, who announces Psalter Hymnal
No. 390:1, 2, reads Psalm 61, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 61
Roll call is taken and: all delegates are present. Rev. J. Malestein has
returned as primi delegate from Classis Chicago South. Elder E. Goud-
zwaard, who is present in the place of Elder B. Breuker from Grand
Rapids West, expresses his agreement with the “Public Declaration of
Agreement with the Three Forms of Unity.”

ARTICLE 62
The minutes of Monday, June 13, 1960, are read and approved.

, ARTICLE 63 7
Synod resumes its consideration of the report of the Advisory Com-
nﬁttee. on Protests and Appeals, No. 1, cf. Art. 58, Rev. E. Oostendorp
reporting: )
A For THE Jacoe Rip Famviny
~ A. Materials: (See also Supplement No. 44)

Communication No. 5 from the Sherman Street consistory and Com-
munication No. 6 from the Oak Harbor, Washington, consistory. These
letters give a history of the tragic circumstances of this widow of the de-
ceased Seminarian Jacob Rip and her family of six children. They re-
quest Synod’s granting of the request to set up a trust fund for her sup-
port.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod declare that in this special case Christian love indicates that
this family be provided for by the church, not only for immediate
emergency needs, but for some time in the future.

Ground: This is a case of special need occasioned by the sacrifices this
brother made in preparing for the ministry in our Christian Reformed
Church. ' —Rejected

2. Synod grant the request of the Sherman Street, Grand Rapids, and
Ozk Harbor, Washington, consistories to appeal to our churches for gifts
to undertake the support of this family. However, rather than that Synod
set.up a trust fund to be administered according to the rules of the Min-
isters’ Pension and Relief Administration as suggested by the communi-
cations, Synod recommend that the Oak Harbor diaconate administer the
fund collected .in a manner that it deems best for the welfare of the
family.

Grounds:

a. It is obvious that the local diaconate (Oak Harbor) cannot bear
this heavy burden without denomination-wide support. :
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b. This procedure will not set up a hard and fast precedent and would
also not limit the local church in exercising, the ministry of Christian
mercy. —Rejected

3. In response to the request of the Sherman Street and Oak Harbor
consistories re aid for the Rip family, Synod declares that the needed
support for this worthy family should be processed through the regular
channels of consistory and classis, and as a last resort only come to Synod.

(Protests and Appeals, No. 1, continued in Art. 116)

ARTICLE 64

The Advisory Committee on Church Order, No. 1, Rev. R. Opperwall
reporting, presents the following:

SYNODICAL ADVISERS

A. Materials: Overtures Nos. 4, 5, 9, 40, and 70.

B. Explanatory note: Classis Alberta South overtured the Synod of
1959 to limit the advisory capacity of the emeriti professors at Synod,
on the ground that the increase of seminary professors has unwarrantedly
increased the number of men who are'not delegated to Synod but who
nevertheless have a permanent voice in the deliberations of Synod. (Cf.
Overture No. 4, p. 511, Acts, 1959)

Synod of 1959 rejected the overture and gave two grounds for this
rejection: “(1) The danger mentioned by Classis Alberta South is not
substantiated. (2) It is to the advantage of Synod to use the wisdom of
the emeritated professors, which has been gained by years of experience.”
(Acts, 1959, Art. 31, p. 10) .

Overtures Nos. 5 and 40 now ask for reconsideration of Alberta South’s
overture of 1959, both overtures .challenging the validity of the grounds
for rejection used by the Synod of 1959.

Overture No. 70 goes further yet and in effect asks that the emeriti
professors no longer be retained as official advisers in any sense.

Overtures No. 4 and No. 9 broaden the issue still further by question-
ing the present rules covering the functions of the active professors as
well as those emeritated.

C. Recommendations:

1. That ‘the requests for reconsideration of the 1959 Alberta South
overture re emeriti professors be granted.

Ground: The Synod of 1959 did not address itself to the problem
raised by Alberta South, ie., the greatly increased number of men who
are not delegated but who have a permanent voice in the deliberations
of Synod. —Adopted

2. That Synod answer the 1959 Alberta overture and Overtures Nos.
5 and 40 of this year by amending the rules for Synodical Procedure,
Section ITI, A, 5 to read as follows: “The emeriti professors shall have
a limited advisory capacity, their advice to be given upon the request of
the chairman or the Synod. They shall function as advisers to advisory
committees upon the request of the Synod or an advisory committee.”
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Grounds: . ,

a. The increase in the number of seminary professors in the last five
years, which will ultimately lead to a similar increase in emeriti profes-
sors, has greatly increased the number of men who are not delegated but
who have a permanent voice at Synod.

b. Emeriti professors are not active office-bearers in the church. (See
Art. 100) . —Adopted

3. That Synod do not accede to the overture of Classis Chicago South
to delete Rule I11, A, 5.

Ground: It is to the advantage of Synod to use the wisdom of the
emeritated professors, which has been gauned by years of experience. (Cf.
Acts, 1959, Art. 31, p. 10) —Adopted

4, That Synod respond to Overtures No. 4 and No. 9 by amending the
rules for Synodical Procedure, Section III, A, 2 to read: “They shall
have the privilege of the floor for the purpose of advising Synod on mat-
ters before it, subject to the accepted rules governing discussion. On im-
portant questions the chair, or any member of Synod may request their
advice.”

Grounds:

a. The advisory status of the professors is not adequately defined in the
present rule.

b. The judicious observance of this adv1sory status by the professors
and the Synod will obviate the need for more detailed rules such as those
requested by Overture No. 4.

Synod decides to withhold action. (See Art. 71)

(Church Order Matters, No. 1, continued in Art. 71)

ARTICLE 65 ’
Synod ad]ourns and Elder J. F. Van Someren leads in closing prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14, 1960
Eleventh Session

* ARTICLE 66
President T. C. Van Kooten calls Synod to order. After the singing of
Psalter Hymnal No. 176, Rev. A. Hannink leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 67

Elder J. De Vries is present as the alternate for Elder J La Grand of
Classis Grand Rapids Fast. He rises to make public declaration of his
agreement with the three forms of unity.

ARTICLE 68

Rev. W. Van Antwerpen, member of the Reception Committee, pre-
sents Prof. John Murray of ‘Westminster Seminary, who is present as a
fraternal delegate of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. He addresses
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Synod, presenting the fraternal greetings of his denommatmn Rev Wmn.
Vander Haak responds in behalf of Synod. ;

ARTICLE 69

Rev. M. Arnoys, member of the Reception Commitiee, presents Rev.
Harry Mulder of Delft, a fraternal delegate from the Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland. Rev. Mr. Mulder extends the fraternal greetings
and expresses gratitude for our help in the Netherlands following World
War II and for our help to the Canadian immigrants. Prof. B. Van
Elderen responds in behalf of Synod. .

ARTICLE 70
. Synod approves the following nominations:

Sunday School Committee:

Rev. G. J. Rozenboom Rev. Jerrien Gunnink
. Mr. Wilmur Schipper ~ Mr. John W. Borst

Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration: .
Mr. Nelson Gritter and Mr. Peter Marcusse.

ARTICLE 71

Synod returns to the Report of the Advisory Committee on Church
Order, No. 1, cf. Art. 64, Rev. R. Opperwall reporting:

1. A motion is made to,raccede to Overture No. 9 frofn Classis Grand
Rapids East to appoint a study committee to re-evaluate our present rules
for synodical procedure regarding the place and function of the profes-
sors of Calvin Seminary as synodical adv1sers

Grounds:

a. The increased number of theological professors and emeriti profes-
SOTS. -

b. The increasing role of the professors in the deliberations of Synod.

—Adopied

2. Synod decides to request the seminary emeriti professors to function

as advisers to the advisory committee.

3. Synod declares that its decisions in Art. 64 and above constitute its
answer to Overtures No. 5, 9, 40, and 70, and Overture No. 4 is re-
ferred to the study committee. (See Art. 172, V)

(Church Order Matters, No. 1, continued in Art. 159)

ARTICLE 72

The Advisory Committee on Varia, No. 1, Rev. H. Petersen, cf. Art.
57, reporting, presents the following: .
I. Revision oF RuLEs oF THE MinNIsTERS’ PENSION AND RELIEF AD-'

MINISTRATION

A. Material: Agenda Report No..29-A. (See Supplement No. 29-A)

B. Recommendation: That Synod adopt the rules w1th a few changes-
as follows:
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1. Article IT

The administration of these funds shall be in charge of a Board of
Trustees of seven persons appointed by the Synod of the Christian Re-
formed Church. This board shall be composed of thrée ministers and
four laymen. It shall be incorporated as the “Ministers’ Pension and
Relief Administration of the Christian Reformed Ghurch.” Synod shall
appoint trustees for a term of three years. Trustees who are functioning
may be re-clected. An alternate shall be appointed for each trustee..

Ground: The expanded activities of the board and the large expendi-
tures of denominational funds make it desirable to enlarge the board.

—Adopted

2. Article I11

A. The officers shall consist of a President, Vice Pre51dent Secretary,
Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Assistant Treasurer.

(3.) The assistant secretary shall act in the absence or incapacity of
the secretary.

Duties of the Officers:

(4.) The treasurer shall have charge of the funds of the Board of
Trustees, subject to its instruction, and shall keep an accurate set of
records, and account of all receipts and disbursements. He shall sign all
checks. The treasurer shall be required to furnish a Surety Company
Bond in the amount of $50,000 (raised from $25,000 to $50,000) in favor
of the board and the premium of such bond shall be paid by the Board
of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall designate and determine the
bank or banks to be used as depositories for all funds of the board.

The books of the treasurer shall be audited annually at the close of the
fiscal year. ‘The auditor shall be named by the Board of Trustees each
year, and it shall bear the cost of such audit.

The assistant treasurer shall act in the absence or incapacity of the
treasurer. ‘ —Adopied

3. Arnticle V-E

(The following new rule is recommended in place of the rule appear-
ing in article V-E, With the adoption of this rule, the rule appearing in
the Addenda IV, Pension, 2, page 15 is to be eliminated.)

“All those entering upon active service in the ministry of the Christian
Reformed Church shall be considered members of the Pension Plan
unless they notify the Pension Board to the contrary. They shall begin
payments immediately from the date of ordination (or installation). First
payment shall be made by the church treasurer, at the close of the first
full calendar quarter following ordination (or mstallatmn), and at: the
close of each quarter thereafter.” o

Grounds: ,
(L) Tt is difficult for a minister on a low salary to make up the pay-
ment of 2 whole year’s obligation to the Ministers’ Pension Fund. This

difficulty does not arise if his church treasurer pays his 315% (or
4V2%) beginning with the first quarter of his ordination (or installation).
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(2.) Under the old rule, the minister is covered by pension rights
during the year following ordination (or installation) in which he is given
the opportunity of choice, though no payments are made. It is only
logical that he should begin paying for such coverage as soon as it be-
gins. :

(3.) As.soon as he becomes a candidate the secretary of the Ministers’
Pension Board gives him full details of the Pension Plan. Ample time is
therefore given the candidate entering the ministry, before his ordination,
to consider the Pension Plan. —Adopted

4. Article VI-D

Orphans of ministers who- have served in the Christian Reformed
Church shall receive an annual pension of $600 (raised from $400) per
person until they shall have attained their 19th birthday, unless physically
or mentally incapacitated and so certified by two competent physicians
appointed by the Board of Trustees, in which case their pension shall be
continued. However, orphans of one family shall never receive collectively
more pension than that to which their mother would have been entitled.

Ground: The increased cost of living makes it advisable to grant this
increase. —Adopted

5. Article VI-E

Dependents or orphans of deceased ministers who cease to be members
of the Christian Reformed Church shall not be entitled to pension.
‘ —Adopted

6. Article VIII-C

In event a contributing minister fails to pay through his consistory or
whatever other body pays his salary, the contribution of 3V2% (or
4/2%) of his salary due, he shall be notified by mail of such failure, and
if the same shall remain unpaid for six months, then the benefits from
this fund to either him or his widow or dependents shall be reduced to
the ratio mentioned in Section B above. However, if such minister shall
within a period of two (instead of five) years pay in full his past unpaid
annual contributions plus 6% interest, the full benefits shall apply. (In-
terest on arrearages begins from the time that these monies were due and
not from the time of notification of arrearages.)

Ground: Five years is too long a time to allow delinquency for proper
operation of the fund, —Adopted

7. Article IX 3

The total pension and relief granted a minister in one year shall never
exceed 6624% of the average annual salary of the ministers of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church; nor shall the total pension and relief to a widow
exceed 50% of such aforementioned salary; nor shall the total pension
‘and relief to orphans exceed $900 (raised from $700) per year per person.

Ground: The increased cost of living necessitates increased remunera-
tion. . : - —Adopted
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8. Addenda Article 111-b
Ministers who provide a home for themselves out of the salary received

may deduct from their salary a rental allowance, but not to exceed $1,200
per year. (Addenda Synodical Decisions I, Ministers, 3, is to be elimi-
nated in view of the increase of house rental allowance — from a maxi-
mum of $600 to $1,200 — recommended in rule Addenda III, Salary,
b, page 14.)

Ground: The increased cost of rent demands it. (This increase is sug-

gested wi(;h the understanding that Addenda III, Salary, G, be given
—Adopted

consideration.)
9. Addenda Article 11, Widows, 3, page 13
The pension of a widow with a dependent child or dependent children
shall be augmented at the rate of $200 (raised from $150) per year per
dependent child until the dependents reach the 19th birthday. However,

the pension to such a widow shall not exceed 50% of the average salary
—Adopted

of our ministers in active service.

10. Addenda Article II, Widows, 5, page 14
The following rule is recommended: “If a pensioner is employed and
reccives remuneration for such employment it shall not prejudice his

(her) pension allowance unless remuneration exceeds his (her) pension
allowance. In such events the pensioner shall report his (her) earnings
to the secretary of the Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration, and
the excess amount of the salary over the pension shall be deducted from

his (her) pension allowance as long as this condition continues

Grounds:
1. The board is faced increasingly with the problem of ministers emeri-

tated for reasons other than age and/or length of service, as well as their
widows, who are working and at the same time requesting pension.
2. It is felt that an amendment such as the ‘above is needed to safe-
—Adopted -

guard our pension funds.

11. Addenda 111, Salary-G

Add rule as g, under Addenda III, Salary: “A minister who is not
called to a particular congregation as their pastor but is engaged as an
official of the church in another type of ecclesiastical organization which
affords him the opportunity of adding to his salary by preaching and
stated supplyJ shall add such remuneration received to the salary on
which 312% (or 4/5%) is to be paid. Such earmngs shall be reported
annually to the board.”

Ground: It is suggested as a fair requirement in view of their increased

rental allowance and their availability for paid preaching services.
—Adopted

12. Addenda Moving Expenses, B, 4. The following costs shall be
" paid: Personal Travel Expense. Coach fare for the minister, his wife,
and qualified dependents; coach fare for the widow, and her children
under 19 ( changed from 18) years of age. If travel is by auto the equiva-
lent of coach fare is to be allowed. - —Adopted
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13. Addenda Special Matters.

It is recommended that these rules be incorporated in the body of the
regular rules listed previously. . :

(1) To beadded to Article X. -

(2.) To be added to Article VI A. ‘ ‘

(8.) To be added to Article VI C. ' —Adopted
II. DENOMINATIONAL SEAL ,

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 37. (See Supplement No. 37)

B. Recommendations: ‘

1. That Synod tentatively adopt the proposed seal as the Denomi-
national Seal, final decision to be made next year.

Ground: This seal adequately symbohzes our historical, biblical Ghns-
tian character. —Adopted

2. That Synod instruct the present Denominational Seal Committee to

publicize the Denominational Seal in order to implement the above de-
cision and to ascertain the reaction of the church. . —Adopted

III. CHRISTIAN REFORMED RESETTLEMENT SERVICE COMMITTEE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24. (See Supplement No. 24)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod take grateful note of the splendid work of its Resettle-
ment Service Committee. —Adopted

2. That Synod continue the original mandate regardlng sponsorship of
Dutch and Indonesian immigrants and the relocation of Dutch immi-
grants already in the United States (cf. Acts, 1957, p. 68; Acts, 1958, p.
65; and Acts, 1959, p. 15).

3. That Synod continue the mandate of this committee to permit work
toward the resettlement of immigrants and the relocation of immigrants
already in the United States regardless of natmnahty (cf. Acts, 1959,
p. 15) —Adopted

4. That Synod continue to give encouragement and support to the
committee in the projects of a spiritual and material nature done in be-
half of the Reformed Hungarians in Austria in cooperation with the
Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands. —Adopted

. That Synod reduce the number of members on the commttee from
nine to six members.
" Ground: The nature of the work done by this committee does not
demand a large membership. (See Art. 172, V) o —Adopted
- (Varia Matters, No. 1, continued in Art. 141) ~
ARTICLE 73

The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, No.. 2 Rev B. J.
Haan reporting, presents the followmg
1. PunTt ApPEAL

A. Problem: There are several communications which from the formal
point of view are legally before Synod. However, very recently the com-
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plainant has passed away. The question faces Synod whether or not con-
sequently it should deal with this matter.

B. Recommendation: Although the protestant is now deceased, Synod
should consider his protest.

Grounds:

1. When an ecclesiastical assembly considers a protest the question is
not who is right but what is right. Cf, Schaver’s The Polity of the
Churches, p. 104) (Volume I)

2. The protest constitutes an indictment of a con51story and a classis,
and Synod owes it to those bodies either to vindicate them or declare
them at fault.

3. The protest deals with doctrinal matters which are of serious con-
cern to all our churches. —Rejected

I1. MALIEPAARD APPEAL

A. Materials:

. Letter to Hanford consistory, January 2, 1959
Reply from consistory, February 11, 1959

. Letter to Hanford consistory, February 26, 1959
Reply from consistory, May 11, 1959

. Letter to Hanford consistory, June 1, 1959

. Letter to Hanford consistory, July 3, 1959

. Reply from consistory, August 10, 1959

. Letter to Classis California, August 15, 1959

. Reply from Classis California, October 6, 1959
. Letter to Classis California, January 18, 1960
. Letter of appeal to Synod, January 18, 1960

. Summary of the case: Mr. Maliepaard i3 deeply concerned over the action
of the Hanford, California, consistory to place a board in the church with brass
memorial plates listing the names of the deceased in whose memory various gifts
were donated. The brother gives various reasons for his concern, the main reasons
being his conviction that this honors the donor rather than God, Who alone should
receive glory in the church; that this is humanistic and follows in the path of
modernism; that one name appears, the memory of which is associated with a
questionable death, and another name of a party who never belonged to the Han-
ford congregation.

b
HROOENG U W

After three appeals to the consistory which were answered without satisfaction
to the brother, an appeal was made to Classis California. Classis California gave
the following reply which the brother is not satisfied with and hence appeals to
Synod. The reply of Classizs California:

“Since this is a purely local issue and since the majority in the consistory and
congregation favor this recognition of memorials, your committee recommends
that the consistory handle these matters Judxcmusly and that the brother ac-
quiesce.”

C. Evaluation: It is evident that this matter was not dealt with thoroughly in
the light of Scriptural principles. This is clear from the protestant’s quotations
from Scripture, most of which are obviously irrelevant and from the reply of the
consistory to the protestant’s objections, even though the nature of the latter made
it difficult for the consistory to deal with this matter in a satisfactory manner.
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Nor- did Classis California address itself to the central issue. The question
needing an answer is whether or not the position of the Hanford consistory is
Scripturally defensible. Furthermore, the reply of Classis California assumes with-
out substantiation that this matter is a “purely local issue” in which only a major-
ity decision of the consistory and congregation is necessary,

D. Recommendations:

1. That Synod inform the parties concerned that this matter should be
considered in the light of such questions as:

a. whether or not the principle of liberty in indifferent matters per-
mits the placing of memorial plaques in a church building,

“b. whether or not that practice is forbidden by such Scriptural teach-
ings as the equality of rich and poor in the church, the requirement that
giving be without display, the pre-eminence of Christ rather than the
Christian in all things, the demands of Christian humility, and the danger

of giving offense to fellow-believers. —Adopted
2. That Synod declare this decision to be its answer to the complainant.
—-Adopted

(Protests and Appeals No. 2, continued in Art. 78)

ARTICLE 74
Synod adjourns, and Elder G. E1senga leads in the closing prayer

TUESDAY EVENING, ]UNE 14, 1960
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 75

President T. C. Van Kooten calls Synod to order. After the singing of
Psalter Hymna.l No. 131:3, 5, Rev. J. Malestein leads in prayer. ‘

ARTICLE 76

Mr. ]ames La Grand returns and replaces his alternate as delegate
from Classis Grand Rap1ds East.

ARTICLE 77
Synod approves the following nominations:
© A. For the Tract Committee (See Art. 172) -
1. Mr. A. Hoekstra and Mr. Albert Bytwerk
2..Mr. J. C. Ribbens and Rev. Henry Visscher
3. Rev. G. Bernard Dokter and Rev. Donald Negen
B. For the Chaplain Committee (See Art. 172)
. 1. Revs. Harold Dekker and G. Bernard Dokter
- 2. Rev. J. D. Eppinga and Dr. Dick L., Van Halsema
3. Messrs. Harry Faber and Evan Van Lopik
4. Revs. A. Pontier and Richard H. Wezeman
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C. For the Back to God Hour (unexpired term of Rev. G. Kok) (See
Art. 172)

Rev. J. B. Hulst and Rev. Henry C. Van Wyk
D. For the Back to God Hour (See Art. 172)
1. Revs. C. Oliver Buus and Herman Hoekstra
2. Revs. John Geels and Peter De Jong
3. Messrs. Ralph Vermeer and Nick Vander. Ploeg
4, Messrs. Andrew Van Noord and James Zoetewey

E. For the Christian Reformed Board of Missions (See Art. 172)

1. The proposal of the Board to have Dr. Richard De Mol complete
the unexpired term of Mr. Maynard Vander Wal is approved by Synod.
... 2, One new member and one alternate. (See Art. 172) .

Harold Gelderloos and C. Schrader ‘
. Louis Van Ess and Dr. E. Y. Postma

ARTICLE 78

The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, No. 2, Rev B j
Haan reporting, cf. Art, 73, presents the following:

ScHEERES PROTEST

A. Matter legally before Synod A letter from Mr Scheeres dated
May 2.

B. Content of Protest. Mr. Scheeres states his dissatisfaction with the
decision of the Synod of 1959.

“Mr. and Mrs. John Scheeres are appealing against a decision of the
September, 1958, meeting of ‘Classis Grand Rapids East. In this decision
classis did not sustain a protest they brought against their consistory.
Their protest was that the Imlay. City consistory had not taken sufficient
action and applied disciplinary measures to stop Sabbath desecration in
the form of Sunday labor. Subsequent to this decision new and further
evidence has appeared to support their protest. This evidence classis, at
a later meeting, has refused to consider. Classis declared it had no bearing
on their former decision. Hence the Scheeres appeal to Synod agamst the
September, 1958, decision. ,

C. Recommendations:

"1. Synod do not sustain the protest of Mr. and Mrs. John Scheeres
against Classis Grand Rapids East inassmuch as the material of this
protest is first of all a consistorial responsibility. —Adopted

2. Synod advise the protestants to take the new evidence pertaining
to Sabbath desecration to their conmstory Adopted. (Acts of Synod,
: 1959 IIL, C and D, p. 61)

" 3. Synod do no more than receive this letter as information.
Ground: There is no new evidence for Synod to consider. —Adopted
(Protests and Appeals, No. 2, continued in Art, 121).
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ARTICLE 79

The Advisory Gommlttee on Foreign Muswns, Rev A. De Kruyter
reporter, presents the following: ,

I. ORGANIZATION AND PERSONNEL

A. Membership of Boani‘
1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

2. Recommendation: Synod approve the membersh1p of the Board.
(See Art. 172, II)

B. Representation at Synod
1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

' 2. Recommendation: Synod grant the privilege of the floor to the
president and treasurer of the board and the Secretary of Missions when
matters of foreign missions are being discussed.

Note: Several missionaries are home and Synod may wish to hear
these men on matters pertaining to their fields of labor. They include
Rev. H. ]J. Schripsema from the Indian Field, Rev. Ralph Baker from
" Nigeria, Rev. Robert Sutton from Japan, and Rev. John Van Ens from
Ceylon. —Adopted

II. GENERAL MATTERS
A. Relief for Distressed Areas

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No, 27)

2. Recommendation: Your committee endorses the proposal of the
board to set up the proper committees to handle both emergencies and
continuing needs throughout the world and referred this matter to an-
other committee of Synod which will report more fully on this matter.
Referred to Advisory Committee, Varia, No. 2

B. Aid to Foreign Students '
1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)
2. Background: ‘

Appeals from both Japan and Nigeria for assistance to nationals seek-
ing training for spiritual leadership in their own lands have been care-
fully studied by the board. Your committee shares the concern of the
board in regard to this need but has modified the proposals submitted by
the board which will become apparent by a, comparison of the committee
proposal and the board proposal.

3. Recommendations:

a. Synod declare that the training and preparation of national Chns—
tians for religious leadership among their own people is an important
and crucial aspect of the total mission program of the church in the hght
of the uncertain world situation today. Therefore money spent to assist
promising students either in our own or other approved schools is a
legitimate use of mission funds.
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Grounds:

1. We are already acting on the basis of this general principle in our
expenditure of funds for various educational enterpnses on our ﬁelds or
in the countries where our fields are located.

2. The best hope for the earliest possible transfer of our fields to in-
digenous leadership is through a vigorous and aggressive program of
training of promising nationals for such leadership. —Adopted

b. Synod give authorization for a budget item on fields requesting aid
to nationals preparing themselves at approved schools for evangelistic
and ministerial service to their own people, this fund to be administered
by each field conference in accordance with a set of regulations to be
drawn up by the Executive Committee. —Adopted

¢. Synod declare that requests for aid to nationals preparing them-
selves for some other aspects of Christian service than the directly evan-
gelistic and ministerial ones will be referred to the office of the Board of
Foreign Missions for possible contact with willing supporters ——Adopted .

ITI. InpiaN FELD

A. Intermountain School, Brigham City, Utah

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

2. Background: Since Synod approved the expenditure of $22,000 for
a building it has become apparent that such a building would be im-
proper and inadequate due to the overshadowing buildings of the Mor-
mons and others erected nearby and due to the program requirements of
our mission,

3. Recommendation: Synod approve the plan and program for the

erection of the building of the chapel and mult1purpose unit at a cost
between $30,000 and $40,000.

Grounds:
a. Previous plan is inadequate for a complete and acceptable program.
. b. Most of the money, by cash and pledge, is on hand.  —Adopted

B. Rehoboth School
1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

2. Background: The old adobe building is fragile and condemned by
the state as unsafe. It has been repaired until this method of preservation
is no longer possible,

-:3. Recommendation: Synod approve the construction of a new building
at an approximate -cost of $42,000 and that the money come from the
special gifts fund.

Ground: The building is condemned as unsafe. —Adopted

Q. Additional Teacher at Rehoboth High School
1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27, (See Supplement No. 27)

-2. Background: The Educational Superintendent of the school has re-
ceived additional administrative tasks in the past few years and must still
busy himself teaching. The board recommends that a teacher be added
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to the staff to relieve the superintendent for additional duties of ad-
ministration and public relations with parents.

3. Recommendation: Synod approve the recommendation of the board
to employ an additional teacher for the Rehoboth High School.
—Adopted
(FQreign MlSSion Matters continued in Art. 85)

ARTICLE 80 _
* Synod adjourns, and Elder H. A, Smit leads in the closing prayer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 15, 1960
: Thirteenth Session

: - ARTICLE 81 .

President T. C. Van Kooten calls the Synod to order. The devotions
are conducted by Rev. A. E. Rozendal. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal
No. 385:1-3. Ephes1a,ns4 1-13 is read, and prayer is offered, /

ARTICLE 82

Roll call is taken and all delegates are present, with the exception of
Elder W. De Lange of Classis Grand Rapids East and Elder J Ykema.
of. Classis Hackensack who is absent because of illness.

ARTICLE 83
The minutes of Tuesday, June 14, are read and approved.

ARTICLE 84

The Advisory Committee on Varia, No. 2, Rev S. Rooy reportmg,
cf. Art. 37, presents the following:

I. KoreaN MaTerRIAL RELIEF
A. Materials:

1. Agenda Reports No. 11 and No. 15. (See Supplements No. 11 and
No. 15)

2. Communication No. 7, Reaction to Recommendation of Korean
Material Study Committee. (See Communication No. 7)

B. Information:

1. The Synod of 1959 decided “to appoint a Study Committee to
‘undertake, in conjunction with the Grand Rapids Deacons’ Conference,
a thorough investigation and reconsideration of our program of Korean
Material Relief; and render report with recommendations to' Synod”
(Acts,. 1959, p. 48). The occasion for such a study was the lack of a
clear synod1cal mandate and problems regarding the distribution of mate-
rial aid.

2. The Study Committee has made various proposals for a more ef-
fective - program while advising continued  study on various aspects of
the work, such as the definition of our relationship to the native church.
Your Advisory Committee presents the following recommendations as
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an endorsement of the general position of the Study Committee, while
advising further study on certain specific proposals, e.g., the matters of
working to increase native support for the orphanages, and that of in-
creasing financial aid to the Gospel Hospital in Pusan.

3. It is our understandmg that a representative of the Study Com-
mittee will be given the opportunity to speak.

C. Recommendations:

1. That the Grand Rapids Deacons’ Conference be instructed to con-
tinue material relief, in monies and goods, to Korea.

: Grounds:

a. This is the consensus of opinion of those who have personally in-
“vestigated the need in Korea. The reports of Revs. Sutton, Smit, Hunt,
and Malsbury all point up the continuing poverty.

b. The need for medical vans and teams and relief throughout the
villages of Korea is unquestioned. The medical wants of the many far
removed from hospital centers, or unable to transport themselves to such
centers, cries for this outreach of mercy.

c. The Korean government, during the 1959 typhoon, was only able
to meet the desperate need for food to the extent of one portion of one
day’s rice for each needy family. This points up very clearly that without
the help of others the Koreans face certain starvation.

d. In the light of this continuing need and poverty we hear Scripture’s
mandate to Christ’s Church, “so then as we have opportunity let us do
good to all men, and especially to those who are of the houschold of
faith” (Galatians 5:10). It is just this that the Deacons’ Conference
‘has been doing since it began its work of mercy in Korea. Down to the
present moment the Christian church in Korea is only able to assist their
members in a very limited way. —Adopted

2. That the Korean Material Relief cause be placed on the list of
accredited causes for one or more offerings in 1960. (See Art. 148)

—Adopted

3. That Synod decide to establish closer supervision of our Material
Relief funds in the following manner:

a. That immediate steps be taken to call a missionary for spiritual
work in- Korea, as the Synod of 1957 has previously authorized. Further
that he be asked to serve in a liaison capacity to the Material Relief
Committee and gradually provide direction to its program. —Adopted

b. That the Grand Rapids Deacons’ Conference, charged with the
supervision of Korean Material Relief, consider ways of making the relief
work more effective after consultation with the missionary on the field.
The committee is urged to give special consideration to the application
of indigenous principles, especially with regard to the following:

(1) The possibility of increasing native support of the orphanages.

(2) The amount of financial aid for the Gospel Hospital in Pusan.

(3) Our relationship to the native church in the giving and chan-
neling of our funds. : ,
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Grounds:

(a) This would make our work far more effective by enabling us to
spend our many thousands of dollars in the most helpful manner,

(b) This would enable our church perjodicals to carry firsthand in-
formation on the work and its need so that many of our church members,
who now send their gifts through other agencies, would again channel
them through our deacons.

(¢) Our missionaries are of the opmlon that such a man is needed.
—Adopted

4. Synod declares this constitutes an answer to Communication No. 7.
—Adopted

. WorrLp-wipE RELIEF SeErvicE COMMITTEE

A Materials: Agenda Report No 11, Part II. (See Supplement No.
11) .

B. Information: The Matenal Relief Study Committee sets forth the
need for a World-wide Service Committee to meet disaster emergencies
immediately and to alleviate the growing problem of world poverty. The
committee makes appeal to the following:

1. The Banner editorial in which world needs are pointedly expressed.

2. A letter from Rev. H. Bruinooge, Secretary of the Japan General
Conference, in which he states:

“I might add that all of us felt that it would be highly desirable if our
church at home had established some kind of central relief agency long
ago. In recent years there have been several disasters such -as this in
Japan (the flood in the Netherlands, the Holland Marsh flood, the
Korean War, the Hudsonville tornado disaster) which could have been
handled by a Christian Reformed Church relief agency if such had been

in existence.”

3. The Foreign Mission Board with respect to matenal, emergency,
and medical needs of indigent churches.

4. The example of other denominations and groups, which have the
necessary organization to meet emergency needs anywhere in the world:

C. Recommendation: Your committee endorses in principle recom-
mendation of the Material Relief Study Committee in somewhat altered
form.

1. Synod favors the establishment of

-a. A World-wide Service Committee of our denominational Deacons
Conferences to administer all of our works of mercy in such areas where
the local congregation is unable to do so.

Grounds:

(1) It would be more advantageous for one central committee to
solicit funds than for several committees to do so.

~ (2) Our Christian Reformed Church is increasingly being called upon
to give a world-wide witness to its Chnstlan expression of mercy,
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(3) There is becoming evident a need to administer relief to the
Christians whom our missionaries serve in other lands. —Adopted

2. Synod appoint a special committee to study this entire matter in
consultation with existing Deacons’ Conferences and to advise the Synod
of 1961 regarding the following:

a. The definition of the nature and scope of the World-wide Semce
Committee.’

b. Proposed ways and means of effecting the estabhshment of this
committee.

c. The urgency and possibility of the establishment of local Deacons’
Conferences throughout the United States and Canada so that the

World-wide Service Committee may be composed of deacons representing
all sections of the denomination. (See Art. 172, V) —Adopted

ITI. ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM

A. Material: Overture No. 2.

B. Overture: “Classis Chatham overtures Synod to declare that the
administration of baptism on one Sunday in the month is in conflict
with the spirit and the letter of Article 56 of the Church Order and to
urge the churches which have introduced this practice to abandon it,
and to request the classes by means of their church visitors to see to it
that the churches also in this respect live according to the rule of the
Church Order which they have adopted with common consent.”

C. Recommendation: Your Advisory Committee recommends that
Synod answer the overture of Classis Chatham as follows:

1. Article 56 of the Church Order determines the time of baptlsm
only on the basis of feasibility.

2. Only the local consistory can determine that feasibility, which
specifically includes the desires of the parents.

3. Consistories ought to be willing to grant permission for early
baptism where such is requested. —Addopied
IV. EvarvatioNn oF EcuMmENIcAL SyNoD REPORT ON WARFARE

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 7. (See Supplement No. 7) .

2. Acts of the Fourth Reformed Ecumenical Synod, 1958, pp. 28-29.

3. Acts of Synod, 1939, pp. 240-250.

B. Mandate — Acts of Synod, 1959, Art. 163, ID 2, p. 80.

“““That this resolution be referred to a Study Committee for evaluation
and recommendation concerning the use we ought to make of it, this
committee to report to the Synod of 1960.”

C. Recommendation: That Synod appoint a new committee:
1. To study the problem of the church’s attitude toward war in the
light of the resolutions of the Ecumenical Synod and to present to the

Synod of 1962 for adoption either that statement, or a reformulation
or revision of it, or a new proposed statement, should the committee
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Judge such to be advisable. Further, the committee be instructed to take
into special consideration the declaration of 1939,

*. 2. To prepare their recommendations so that these can be forwarded
to the Ecumenical Synod of 1963 should our Synod approve.

, Grouna's

a. International tensions and the threat of atomic war place a grave
moral issue before the church which cannot be ignored.

b. Full consideration must be given to-the resolutions of our sister
churches in the light of our previously adopted statement of 1939.

- ¢, Our membership in the Reformed Ecumenical Synod requires that
an effort be made to forward the considered judgment of the church on
the ecumenical resolution to that body. (See Art. 172, V)  —Adopted

(Varia Matters, No. 2, continued in Art. 158.)

ARTICLE 85

The Advisory Committee on Foreign Missions, Rcv A. De Kruyter
reportmg, cf. Art. 79, presents the following:

1. Warte Horse LARE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27, (See Spuplement No. 27)

Background: The erection of a home in accordance with the deci-
sion of the Synod of 1956 has been delayed due to lack of water supply.
Since that requirement has now been met, the Board is planning to erect
the home.

B. Recommendation: Synod approve the - erection of the home at
White Horse Lake at an approximate cost of $11,500.

Ground: This is in harmony with the decision of the Synod of 1956.
- Synod tables the recommendation until the Synod of 1961, and instructs
the board in consultation with Indian General Conference to submit an
evaluation to that Synod.

II. ASSISTANGE FOR STUDENTS

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

2. Background: A number of our young Navaho Christians are eager
to prepare for the ministry but do not have the means to finance an
education, and the board has no provision for such educational help.
The board respectfully requests Synod to permit these prospective min-
isters to be included among those who may apply for benefits from the
Synodical Committee for Sponsorship of Foreign Students.

3. Recommendation: Synod do not concur in the request of the board.

Ground: The provisions of the Synodical Committee for the Sponsor-
ship of Foreign Students do not provide for such cases, but rather for
non-Christian Reformed foreign students who wish to study at our
schools for a maximum of two years, . —Adopted
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III. LaTin AmErica (CUBA)
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

The committee calls the attention of Synod to the expanding work and
progress in the Cuban field,

B. Recommendation: Synod express approval of this expansion and
concur in the work of the board in a new area known as La Cienaga
de Zapata in'the swamp area south of Jaguey Grande. -~ —Adopted

(Foreign Missions Matters continued in Art. 89)

ARTICLE 86
Synod adjourns and Elder H. Van Regenmorter closes with prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15, 1960
Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 87

Synod participates in the cornerstone ceremonies of the new Centennial
Memorial Seminary Building. The President of Synod presents an ad-
dress on “The Seminary and the Church.” Ephesians 2:10-22 is read and
an address is given by Dr. John H. Kromminga, the President of the
Seminary. Closing remarks are made and prayer is offered by Rev.
William Van Rees, president of the Board of Trustees. Synod sings the
doxology.

ARTICLE 88
Synod reconvenes and after the singing of Psalter Hymnal No. 429,
Rev. P. Vander Weide leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 89

Synod resumes its consideration of the report of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Foreign Missions, cf. Arts. 79, 85, Rev. A. De Kruyter re-
porting:

1. SouTH Asia
A. Ausiralia

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

2. Note: The Reformed Church of Australia has requested that Rev.
R. Sutton represent them at Synod. Your committee recommends this

to Synod. ' —Adopted
3. Recommendation: Synod authorize the board to hire a lay worker
to assist Rev. Van Groningen at Geelong. " —Adopted

B. Indonesia

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27, (See Supplement No. 27) .

2. Background: It was reported to our committee that the relations
between the Dutch and the Indonesians are becoming increasingly
strained. It was further reported that Americans are well received in
Indonesia. ~
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3. Recommendation: Synod express approval of the action of the board
and urge the board to carry out the mandate of the Synod of 1958,
“....t0 send two missionaries to Indonesia to work in Sumatra in ac-
cordance with the request for missionary help repeatedly urged upon us
by the Javanese Reformed Church.” (Acts, 1958, page 51)

Ground: American missionaries are urgently needed to replace the
Dutch missionaries who are rapidly losing their effectiveness under
present governmental tensions. —Adopted

II. SupaN
A. Educational Matters

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See Supplement No. 27)

The board reports: “It was decided to approve the establishment of
the Tiv Bible school. The following grounds were offered and these also
indicate what the nature of the school will be: (2) There is a crying need
for trained Bible school teachers to carry on the evangelistic work of the
Tiv Church; (b) The establishment of this Bible school will contribute
effectively to the promotion of the central task of missions, the transmission
of the gospel; (c) While considerable Bible school work is being carried
on in the Eastern Province, this has been neglected in the Tiv area.”

-2, Recommendatzon Synod approve the work of the board.
—Adopted

B. DRCM (Missionaries of the Gefedereerde Nederduitse Gerefor-
meerde Kerke.)

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27 (See Supplement No. 27)

“The attention of Synod is called to the assignment of DRCM mis-
sionaries to our work. The transfer of the entire Tiv field of the DRCM
to us is progressing step by step, but it involves the continuance of some
of the DRCM missionaries even though the field is transferred to our
administration, With this in mind the board has approved the recom-
mendation of our General Conference:

(1) Re ministerial status of ordained men and church membership
status for laymen, that we request the DRC Synod to consider the possi-
bility of permitting a special dispensation for the Tiv workers on loan to
the CRCM.

(2) Re salary, that during the two initial terms of service the salary
of the DRC employees be the same as our personnel in similar work,
rather than the basic salary of the DRC plus one-half of the d1ﬂ'erence
between their basic salary and the CRCM basic salary.

(3) Re pensions, that the CRC pay into the South African Pension
Fund in the way in which the DRC is doing at present.”

2. Recommendation: Synod approve the work of the board as out-
lined. . —Adopted

(Foreign Missions Matters continued in Art. 130)
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ARTICLE 90
The President of Synod reads a letter from Dr. A. A, Hoekema, ac-
cepting his re-appointment as Professor of Systematic Theology. (cf. Art.
55) He expresses the gratitude of Synod.

ARTICLE 91

The Advisory Committee on Church Order, No. 2, Rev ‘H. Erﬁ'meyer
reporting, cf. Arts. 45, 51, presents the following:

I. INTERIM CoMMITTEE OF REFORMED ECUMENICAL SyNoOD
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16. (See Supplement No. 16)
B. Recommendations:

1. Synod thank the Interim Committee of the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod for its report. —Adopted

2. Synod accede to the request for $500 annually until 1963 as an
honorarium for a general secretary, to be paid from our Ecumenical
Synod expense fund. —Adopted

3. Synod extend its congratulatlons to Rev. Gerrit Hoeksema upon his
appointment as general secretary of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod,
and pray God’s blessing upon his work. —dAdopted

II. MINISTERIAL STaTUS oF REv, C. L. VAN ZEE

A. Materials: Communication No, 8, Report of Synodlcal Examiners
to Synod, file of Classis Minnesota North re: Rev. G. L . Van Zee. (See
Communication No. 8) L .

B. Synopsis:

At a special session of Classis Minnesota North held at Willmar, Min-
nesota, on June 1, 1960, in response to the request of the consistory of
Hancock Christian Reformed Church, the pastoral relationship of their
pastor, Rev. C. L. Van Zee, was dissolved with the concurring advice of
the synodical deputies from Classes Sioux Center, Orange Gity, and
Minnesota South, effective June 19, 1960. The synodical examiners also
advised classis “to give most earnest con51derat10n to the matter of termi-
nating the ministerial status of Rev. Van Zee.” Upon motion Classis
Minnesota North decided to inform Synod that it could not follow this
advice of the synodical deputies in view of the fact that there is no
authority in the Church Order to do so at this time. Classis further de-
cided that Rev. Van Zee be declared ineligible for a call until such time
as Synod has acted in view of the difference between the synodical dep-
uties and the classis.

C. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the action of the synodical examiners in concurring
with Classis Minnesota North in the matter of dissolving the pastoral
relationship between Rev. G. L. Van Zee and the Hancock Christian
Reformed Church. —Adopted

2. Synod concur with Classis Minnesota North in its refusal to follow
the advice of the synodical examiners to termmate the ministerial status
of Rev. C. L. Van Zee.
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Ground: Our Church Order does not provide for the immediate termi-
nation of the ministerial status of a minister upon the dissolution of the
relationship of a minister and a congregation without ecclesiastical cen-
sure. . —Adopted

ITII. Canbpipacy oF Rev. FiNvay A, McCorMick
A. Material: Communication No. 2. (See Communication No. 2)

B. Information: Rev. Finlay A, McCormick, formerly a minister of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, was examined by Classis Fastern On-
tario on May 11, 1960, for entrance into the Christian Reformed ministry
according to Art. 9 of the Church Order. The synodical examiners ob-
jected to his entrance into the Christian Reformed ministry, giving three
reasons stated in the communication. However, Classis Eastern Ontario
voted in favor of his admittance. Classis requests Synod to adjudicate
this matter by hearing Rev. McCormick in person.

Document submitted by the Three Synodical Examiners

The undersigned synodical deputies objected to have Rev. Finlay A, McConmck
(minister of the Presbyterian Church of Canada) declared cI1g1ble for a call as -
mxmster of the Christian Reformed Church.

Reasons:

1. The sermon did not give evidence of an adequate exposition of the Scripture
in that the central truth of the text was not expounded (1 Kings 18:39).

2. The examination in Dogmatics did not give evidence of such a knowledge
of Scriptural doctrine as is desirable for one who is to instruct the congregation.

3. In view of his background we could understand his present relation to the
“Peniel Movement.” However, we are not convinced that his continued support of

the movement could not be a danger for himself, and for the congregation he
would serve as pastor.

Synodlcal Deputies,
Rev. A. B. C. Hofland, Classis Gha.tham

Rev. T. C. Van Kooten, Classis Hamilton
Rev. P. M. Jonker, Classis Toronto

C. Recommendation: Synod sustain the synodical examiners of Classes
Chatham, Hamilton, and Toronto in their objection to the entrance of
Rev. Finlay A. McCormick into the Christian Reformed ministry.

Ground: Classis Eastern Ontario has not submitted sufficient evidence
to overcome the objections presented by the synodmal examiners.
. —Adopted

IV. UtreEcaET CONCLUSIONS
A. Materials: Overtures Nos. 10, 20, 39, 58, 67 and 76.

B. Synopsis: All of these overtures deal with essentially the same mat-
ter, viz. the Conclusions of Utrecht of 1905, accepted by the Christian
Reformed Church in 1908. The idea set forth in these overtures is that
these Conclusions of Utrecht are of such a nature that they are not es-
sential to our doctrinal position as a Christian Reformed Church and are
an obstacle to closer relationship with certain Reformed churches that
subscribe to the same creeds as the Christian Reformed Church.
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C. Recommendations:

1. Synod appoint a study committee to study the overtures: 10, 20, 58
(2), 67, and 76 anent the Utrecht conclusions. (See Art. 172, V)

Grounds:

_a. There is considerable interest in this matter of the Conclusions of
Utrecht in connection with the relationship to the Reformed churches
mentioned in the above-named overtures.

b. An answer to these overtures can only be given after a thorough
study of the entire matter. —Adopted

2. We further recommend in answer to the request in Overtures 39
and 58 (1) for working toward a sisterly relationship with the Gerefor-
meerde Kerken in Nederland (Vrijgemaakt), Synod postpone this matter
until this study committee reports. —Ado pted

(Church Order Matters, No. 2, continued in Art. 160) -

ARTICLE 92

The Advisdry Committee on Home Missions, Rev. M. Baarman re-
porting, presents the following:

I. REPRESENTATION AT SYNOD
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 6, part I. (See Supplement No. 6, I)

~ B. Recommendation: Your advisory committee recommends to Synod
that the president, secretary and treasurer together with the Minister of
Evangelism be granted the privilege of the floor when Home Missions
matters are considered. —~—Adopted.

II. OveERTURE oF Crassis ALBERTA NORTH RE Two MEMBERS AT LARGE

A. Material: Agenda Report No 6, VIII, 3, a. (See Supplement No.
6, VIII, 3, a)

B. Orientation: Classis Alberta North overtured the Board of Home
Missions requesting two members-at-large representing Fastern and
Western Canada respectively, for membership on the Home Missions
Board.

C. Recommendations:

1. Your committee, after careful investigation and consultation, feels
constrained to recommend to Synod that the Canadian section of the
church be granted two members-at-large (laymen) on the Board of
Home Missions, one from Western Canada and one from the Eastern
section of Canada; the one from the Eastern section of Canada to serve
on the Executive CGommittee.

Ground: It is the opinion of your committee that the inequity lies in
the meinbers-at-large category. There is an obvious need for a more
equitable representation for Ganada on the General Board and on the
Executive Committee.

a. There are 17 members on the Executive Committee; none of these
are from Canada.
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b. There is one member-at-large for 11 Canadian fields. There are
five members-at-large for 36 U.S.A. fields.

c. There are seven Canadian classes; one member-at-large. There are
23 U.S.A. classes, five members-at-large. —Adopied

2. In order to implement the above recommendation, your committee
recommends the following for action by Synod:

a. Delete the four nominees listed for “Central U.S.A.” in the Agenda
(Report No. 6, Part I). (See Supplement No. 6, Part I) ,

- Ground: The Central U.S.A. is already represented by Messrs, Hoek-
sema and Vander Til. _

b. In the vacancy created by the relocation of Mr. J. Boeve, we recom-
mend that Mr. Farenhorst of Hamilton, Ontario, be inserted as a mem-
ber-at-large on the Executive Committee, '

Ground: He is within traveling distance from Grand Raplds and could
function as a representative for Canada on the Executive Committee of
the board.

c. That Mr. Farenhorst be instated with a term to expire in 1963.

Ground: This will assure continuity and stability to the board’s
schedule of personnel on the Executive Committee.

d. Your committee recommends that Mr. Monsma, the alternate to
Mr. Farenhorst, replace Mr. Farenhorst as a primus member of the Gen-
eral Board. (Mr. Monsma is from Western Canada.)

e. Because of these unusual circumstances, your committee submits to
Synod the following four names from which two alternates can be elected
to serve as alternates to members-at-large, namely Farenhorst and
Monsma.

(1) Alternate to Mr. Farenhorst: Mr. J. Joosse, Sr., Mr. D. Wesseling

(2) Alternate to Mr. Monsma: Mr. John Stad, Mr. C. T. Withage
—Adopted

III. OverTure or Crassis ALErTA NorTH TO BoarD OF THE HoMmE
MissioNs RE CANADIAN MATTERS
A. Material: Agenda Report, No. 6, Part VIII, 3b, (4). (See Supple-
ment No. 6, Part VIIIL, 3b, (4).
~B. Recommendation: ,
1. That Synod approve the decision of the Board of Home Missions
not to appoint a separate standing advisory committee on Canadian
matters. -
Ground: Such a committee is provxded for more effectwely in the
_ proposal of the board, —Adopted
2. That Synod adopt the board’s proposal to add the board delegate
(minister) from Classis Chatham to the membership of the Executlve
Cornmittee.

- Ground: This addition together with Mr. Farenhorst will prov1de per-
sonnel for the proposed committee on Ganadian matters, - —Adopted.
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-3. That the board action that from the membership of the Executive
Commiittee a sub-committee on Canadian Mission matters be appointed.

—Adopted
" 4, That the prospective delegate from Classis Chatham on the-Execu-
tive Committee be a member of said sub-committee, —Adopted

5. Synod approves the following nomination of the Home Missions
Committee for members from Eastern U.S.A.:
Fred Steen ‘ John Hamersma
~Peter Damsma W. Vander Eems

(Home Missions Matters continued in Art. 95)

ARTICLE 93 ‘
Synod adjourns and Elder C. C. Benckhuysen closes with prayer.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 15, 1960
Fifteenth Session

ARTICLE 94 :
The President calls the meeting to order. Rev. F. Einfeld announces
Psalter Hymnal No. 189 and leads in prayer. Dr. J. L. Strikwerda is
present as alternate delegate for Mr. E, Vanden Brink (Classis Holland),
Rev. H. De Mots for Rev. N. L. Veltman (Classis Grand Rapids East),
Rev. J. Boonstra for Rev, P. Holtrop (Classis Grand Rapids West), Rev.
C. De Haan for Rev. A. E. Rozendal (Classis Zeeland), Rev. John
Ribbens for Rev. Wm. Vander Haak (Classis Kalamazoo). These dele-
gates arise and express their agreement with the “Public Declaration of
Agreement to the Forms of Unity.” :

ARTICLE 95

Classis resumes its consideration of the report of the Adv1sory Com-
mittee on Home Missions, cf. Art. 92, Rev. M. C. Baarman reporting.
I. OreniNg NEw FiELDS '

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 6, Part V. (See Supplement No. 6,
Part V) ——Adopted

B. Recommendation: That Synod authorize the opening of 10 new
fields as proposed by the board. Opening of these fields will depend upon
successful surveys and budget limitations. —Adopted
II. SrECIAL GRANTS

A. Maierial: Agenda Report No. 6, Part VII 1temsl 2, and 3; and
Agenda Report 6-A, C, 2, 8, and 4- and 5. (See Supplements No 6,
No. 6-A) :

B. Recommendations: (See Supplement No. 6, Part VII)

1. That Synod approve the request of the Oak Harbor, Washington,
Church for aid to the extent of $3, 000 for 1961, to carry on its local
evangelization project. - , . —Adopted
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2. That Synod approve the request of Racine, Wisconsin, for aid in

the amount of $2,000 for 1961, to carry on its local evangelization project.

—Adopted

3. That Synod approve the request of Hamilton, Ontario, for financial

aid in the amount of $2,000 for the year 1961, to carry on its local evan-
gelization project.

4. That Synod take note of the fact that the status of the South Grove
field has changed and they are no longer requesting aid. Received as
information, (See Supplement No. 6-A, C)

5. That Synod approve the request of the churches of Central South
Dakota for financial aid for Rapid City, South Dakota, to the extent
of $4,000 for 1961, to carry on their local evangelization project.

—Adopted

6. That Synod approve the request of the Mt Vernon, Washington,
Church for financial aid in the amount of $2,000 for 1961, to carry on
its local evangelization project. : —Adopted

7. That Synod approve the request of the Highland, Michigan, Church
for financial aid in the amount of $2,500 for 1961, to carry on its local
evangelization project. —Adopted

III. INDIANS AND MIGRANTS

A. Material: Agenda. Report No. 6, Part VIII, 4. (See Supplement
No. 6, Part VIII, 4)

B. Introduction:

1. The government is encouraging young Indians to seek schooling
in places off the reservation and thereafter seek to become part of the
wide American community.

2. “Indian students, who formerly had contact with our missionaries
on the Indian reservations and now residing at Brigham City, Utah, are
presently being cared for by our Board of Foreign Missions. A like pro-
gram has been introduced at Albuquerque, New Mexico, under the
direction of the Home Missions Board. Moreover a similar intermittent
work has been carried on by the Home Missions Board at Santa Fe, New
Mexico. .

“However, now the Board of Home Missions has been requested to
inaugurate similar programs at Salt Lake- City, Utah; Sherman Institute,
Los Angeles, California; and the Pewamo School for Indians at Salem,
Oregon.

“Recognizing the importance of this follow-up program for the evan-
gelization of our on-the-Reservation-Indian-contacts, we conferred with
the Executive' Committee of our Foreign Board re the proper place
thereof. The question namely: does this assignment, and its expansion,
belong with the Foreign Missions Board or with the Home Missions.
Board?”

C. Recommendation:
Your Advisory Commnittee recommends that Synod concur in the judg-
ment of both the Foreign Missions Board and the Home Missions Board,

/
/
i
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that the care of off-the-reservation Indians be the concern of the Home
Missions Board, but that those Indians presently off the reservation, and
under the care of the F oreign M15510ns Board remain under the Foreign
Missions Board. —Adopted

(Home Missions Matters continued in Arts, 143, 153)

. ARTICLE 96
Synod adjourns and Elder E. Kok leads in closing prayer.

-THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 16, 1960
Sixteenth Session

ARTICLE 97
President T. C. Van Kooten calls the meeting to order. Devotions are
conducted by Rev. C. Vander Ark, who announces Psalter Hymnal No.
182:1, 5; reads from Mark 4, and offers prayer.

ARTICLE 98
Roll call is taken and all delegates are present. The following primi
delegates have returned -to replace their alternates: Elder B. Breuker,
Rev. W. Vander Haak, Rev. A. E. Rozendal, Rev. N. L, Veltma,n, Rev.
P. Holtrop, and Elder E. Vanden Brink. Elder J. De Vries is present as
alternate for Elder J. La Grand of Classis Grand Rapids East.

ARTICLE 99
The minutes of June 15 are read and approved.

ARTICLE 100
A letter is received from Profs. Herman Kuiper and R. B. Kuiper
stating that they “are.constrained to register their conviction that the
grounds stated m the minutes for Synod’s action in restricting the ad-
visory activity of emeriti professors do not present a complete picture

of the reasons for that action.” Synod receives this as information. (See
Arts. 64, 71) '

ARTICLE 101

The Advisory Committee on Publications, cf. Art. 22, Rev, H. Radius
reporting, presents the following:

Bercic CoNFESSION REVISION.

A. Material: Overture No. 16. Classis Alberta North overtures Synod
to adopt the recommendation of the minority report, particularly in view
of the material under “Recommendations.” — Acts of Synod, 1959, page
184. In case Synod moves in the direction of the majority report of
Synod 1959, cf. Aects of Synod, 1959, page 179, Synod adopt the following
— and then follow the suggested changes.

B. Observation: The matter of the Revision of the Belgic Confession
was on the Agenda of Synod of 1959, Said Synod made the following
decision: “Synod decides to postpone consideration of the Belgic Con-
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fession Revision until next year and refer the reports to the churches.”
cf. Acts of Synod, 1959, Art. 190, I B, page 109.

" Q. After hearing the recommendations of the Advisory Committee,
Synod decides to give priority to the consideration of the Study Com-
mittee report on this matter (Acts of Synod, 1959, pp. 179 fI1.).

1. Synod decides to refer the reports of the Study Committee on the
Revision of the Belgic Confession to the Synod of 1961 for action.

2. Synod refers the consideration of the overture of Classis Alberta
North (No. 16) to the Synod of 1961,

3. Synod again directs the churches to the Study Committee reports
and instructs the Study Committee to solicit responses from the con- -
sistories and the classes. The denomination must have its answer pre-
pared in time for the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of 1963. (See Supple-
ment No. 43)

D. Synod instructs the Stated Clerk to notify the churches and: classes
annually by direct communication of all matters which Synod decides
to refer to the churches for study and reaction. (See Supplement No. 43)

ARTICLE 102,

" The Advisory Commlttee on Educational Maﬁters, No. 1, Rev Wm.
Vander Haak reporting, cf. Arts, 36, 52, presents the followmg

I INsTITUTE OF MISSIONS

A. Material: Agenda Report 20-B. (I B, 5) (See Supplement 20-B;
I, B, 5)

B. Recommendations:
That Synod approve:

1. The Board of Trustee’s resolution to broaden the scope, expand
the curriculum and intensify the efforts in training of missionaries at
Calvin College and Seminary. —Adopted

2. The implementation of the above proposal by the following Board
decisions:

“a. That we move in the direction of a Calvin Institute of Missions,
operatmg within the present structure and framework but recognizable
as 2 distinct, identifiable entity.

“b. That we initiate the movement with a Summer Institute in 1961
using existing courses, our own teaching personnel augmented by mis-
siona.ries, and experjrnenting with linguistics in theory or in practice.

“c. That we give immediate consideration to the addition of a cultural.
anthropologlst and an expert in missionary linguistics to the staff of the
College.

“d. That we draw upon the special knowledge and skllls of faculty
members (historians, sociologists, psychologists, economists, etc.)"as these
apply to missions and its problems, utilizing these men for a full course or
as special lecturers in existing courses.

“e, That we draw on the services of our missionaries.
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“f. That we entrust the guxdance and executwn of this program to
our Sem.ma.ry professor of Missions.”

Grounds:

1. This is in fulfillment of the mandate of the Synod of 1959 (Acts

. of Synod, p. 36). ‘
2. This plan has the approval of the faculties of Calvin College and

Seminary and the Board of Trustees. —Adopted

II. EMERITATION OF ProrEssoRrs

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20-B (I B, 6) (See Supplefﬁent
No. 20-B, 1, B, 6)

B. Recammendatzon

Synod decide that the m1mster1al professors in coIlege and semmary,
be granted the privilege of honorable retirement with full retirement
benefits at the age of 65, if they so desire.

Ground: This brings the retirement status of these men in line with.
ministers in regular service. ' ‘ —Adopted

III. DiamoND JUBILEE SCHOLARSHIPS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20 (ILC). (See Supplement No.
20,11, C) o )

Correction of Rules. The board recommends to Synod a correction
in rule “e” (Acts, 1959 p. 330) whereby the word “abroad” be inserted
between “msututlon” and “true.”

Ground: This board decision was madvertently omitted in the report
and recommendation to Synod. :

B. Recommendation:
Synod approve this correction for the reason given. —Adopted

IV. ErEcTioN OF THE PrESIDENT OF CALVIN SEMINARY

__A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20-B (II, B, 1)). See Supplement
No. 20-B,11, B, 1

B. Recommendatzons

1. Synod revise the Rules for the Election of the President of Galvm
Seminary (Acts of Synod 1955, pp. 319, 320) Step 6 to read “if re-
appointed” instead of “if re-elected.” -

Ground: This will put the language in agreement with the rules deal-
ing with Synod’s reappointment of professors of the seminary. -——Adopted

2. Synod add as Step 7 of the Rules for the Election of the President
of Calvin Seminary, the following: During the year in which the term
of appointment of the president of the seminary terminates, the faculty
shall present to the Board of Trustees at its February meeting, its recom-
mendation with reference to his re-appointment. In the light of the
faculty’s recommendation, and after a personal interview with the pres-
ident, the board shall prepare its recommendation to Synod, —Adopted
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V. SCHOLARSHIPS .
A, Material: Agenda Report No. 20-B (II,-D, 5). (See Supplement
No. 20-B, I1, D, 5) :
B. Resommendation:
Synod approve the granting of the fo]lowmg annual scholarships:
. 1. $300 to a worthy student of Dordi College.
2. $300 to a worthy student of Trinity College.
3. Two similar scholarships to Calvin sophomores who plan to con-

tinue their junior year at Calvin and a snmlar scholarship to a pre- _
nursing student. " —Adopted

VI. Carvin Campus SALE COMMITTEE

A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 20-A, and No. 20-B, II, D, 7. (See
Supplement No. 20-A, and see Supplement No. 20-B, II, D, 7y

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the work of this committee, —Adopted

2. Synod continue the Campus Sale Committee both as to function
and as to membership, since the assignment is not yet complete, (See
Art. 172-V) —Adopted

3. Synod for manifest business reasons, do not request information
regarding the selling price of Calvin’s campus established by the Campus
Sale Committee. —Adopted

VII. CaLvin’s NEEDS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20-B, II, D, 6. (See Supplement
No. 20-B, I1, D, 6)

B. Recommendation:

Synod remind the churches of Calvin’s needs, drawing attention
especially to the White Envelope Campaign, and recommend to the
membership of all our churches the remembrance of these needs in
prayers and in gifts.

Grounds: i

a. It is imperative that we provide additional instructional facilities as
soon as possible to accommodate a rapidly increasing enrollment.

b. The urgency of our building program is further emphasized by the
requirement that in order to secure an HHFA loan for dormitories we
must give assurance that we have money on hand or committed to con-
struct adequate classroom space on the Knollcrest campus.
—Adopted
(Educatxona.l Matters, No. 1, contmued in Art. 110) '

ARTICLE 103
The Advisory Gomnuttee on Educational Matters, No. 2, Rev. J.
Petersen reporting, presents the following:
I. Synod grant the privilege of the floor to Rev. B. E. Pekelder as repre-
sentative of the Comrmttee on Education. (See Supplement No. 9)
. , -—Adopted
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II. Sunpay ScHOOL: GENERAL MATTERS ‘

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 14. (See Supplement No. 14)

B. Recommendations: ,

1. That Synod express its appreciation to Dr. John De Beer for his
contribution to the committee. —Adopted

2. That Synod take cognizance of the fact that with the appearance
of the sixth paper in the semi-graded series, Little Ones’ Bible Stories,
the committee’s mandate to produce such a series has been completed
and that Synod approve of this work. : —Adopted

3. That the editor-in-chief, Rev. J. H. Schaal, be glven the right; of

the floor when matters concerning the Sunday ’school are being con-
sidered. _ . —Adopted

ITI. Sunpay ScHool LEssoN PrLaN

A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 14, 14-A. (See Supplements No.
14, 14-A)

B. Recommendation: That the following lesson plan for 1961 be
adopted (Synod will take note that the committee is carrying out the
instruction of a previous synod that regular mission lessons be included) :

LESSONS FOR THE FIRST QUARTER - 1961
Jan. 1| —The Way Prepared. Mark 1:1-15 ;
Jan. 8 —Jesus Teaching and Healing. Mark 1:21-34
Jan. 15 —Power to Forgive Sins. Mark 2:1-12
Jan. 22 —The Master of Wind and Sea. Mark 4:1, 2, 35-41
Jan. 29 —(Missions) “Go Tell.” Mark 5:1-20
Feb. 5 —Be Not Afraid, Only Believe. Mark 5:22-24, 35-43
Feb. 12 —The Amazing Lord. Mark 6:45-56
Feb. 19 —Jesus Crosses Racial Barriers. Mark 7:24-37

" Feb. 26 —Loving Money More than the Master. Mark 10:17-31
Mar. 5 —The Blind Beggar’s Prayer Answered. Mark 10:46-52
Mar. 12 —Jesus Acclaimed King. Mark 11:1-11
Mar. 19 -—Cleansing the House of Prayer. Mark 11:12-22
Mar. 26 —Rejected of Men, Forsaken of God. Mark 15:22-37

LESSONS FOR THE SECOND QUARTER - 1961

April 2 —(Easter) The Promised Resurrection Takes Place. Luke 24:1-12,
Matthew 16

April 9 —Mourning Turned to Joy. Luke 24:13-35

April 16 —Disbelieving for Joy. Luke 24:36-43

April 23 —A Doubter’s Glorious Confession. John 20:19-29
April 30 —Breakfast on the Beach With Jesus. John 21:1-14
May 7 —The Denier Tested and Reinstated. John 21:15-19
May 14 —(Missions) Ye Shall Be My Witnesses. Acts 1:6-11

May 21 —(Pentecost) The Outpouring of the Predicted Spirit. Acts 2:14-18,
: 32-40 ' o

May 28 —Healing and Hurting in the Church, Acts 5:12-20

e
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June 4 —A Persecutor Converted. Acts 9:1-20
June 11 —A Former Persecutor Persecuted. Acts 9:21-31
June 18 —What Must I Do to Be Saved? Acts 16:16-34

June 25 —The Ascended Lord Walking Among the Churches. Matthew 28:19,
IR Revelation 1:9-20 .

LESSONS FOR THE THIRD QUARTER - 1961
July 2 —The Beginning of the Human Race. Genesis 1:26-31; 2:21-25
July ‘9 —The Beginning of Sin. Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-6
July 16 —Punishment and Mercy. Genesis 6: 1-5, 8-22
Tuly 23 —God Speaks to Abraham. Genesis 12:1-3, 17:1-9
July 30 —Abraham Insists on & Godly Marriage. Genesis 24:1-9, 48-52
Alg. 6 "——B1rthr1ght Spurned and Sought. Genesis 25:27-34, 27:6-10
Aug. 13 —God Leads His People Along. Genesis 45:1-10, 47:7-12
Aug. 20 —God Liberates His People. Exodus 6:1-8, 12:37-51
Aug. 27 —(Missions) The Conversion of an African. Acts 8:26-39
‘Sept. 3 —God the Majestic Law-Giver. Exodus 19:3-6, 20:18-23
Sept. 10 —Man’s Proneness to Break the Law. Exodus 32:7-11, 30-35
Sept. 17 —Faith Falters, Numbers 14:1-10, 26-30
Sept. 24;.—'G0d Keeps His Promises. Joshua 1:1-9, 3:9-17
LESSONS FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER - 1961
Oct. 1 —Samuel—Consecrated and Called. 1 Samuel 1:27-28, 3:1-9
Oct. 8 —David—A Young Man of Faith. 1 Samuel 17:4-10, 40-47
Oct. 15 —David—A Man Who Waited for the T,ord. 1 Samuel 24:4-12,26:7-12
Oct. 22 —Solomon—A Man of Wisdom. 1 Kings 3:1-14 ’
Oct. 29 —(Reformation Day) Josiah—A Reformer. 2 Chronicles 34:14-28
Nov. 5 —Elijah—Receiving and Showing Mercy. 1 Kings 17:1-16
Nov. 12 —FElisha—A Man of Vision and Mercy. 2 Kings 6:8-23
Nov. 19 —Daniel—The Non-Conformist. Daniel 1:8-15, 6:10-11
Nov. 26 —(Missions) Jonah—A Reluctant Missionary. Jonah 1:1-3; Jonah 3
Dec. 3 —Esther—A Courageous Deliverer. Esther 2:7, 16-17, 4:14-16, 7:1-7
Dec. 10 —Elizabeth and Mary—Highly Favored of God. Luke 1:5-13, 26-35
Dec. 17 —Jesus the Savior—His Birth, Luke 2:1-16
Dec. 24 —(Christmas) Jesus—Honored By the Wise Men. Matthew 2:1.12 -
Dec. 31 —Jesus—As A Child, Luke 2:39-52
~—Adopted
(Educationa] Matters, No. 2, continued in Art. 109)
ARTICLE 104
Synod adjourns Elder W. De Lange leads in the closmg prayer.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 16, 1960
Seventeenth Session

ARTICLE 105

The President, Rev. T. C. Van Kooten, calls Synod to order. After the
singing of Psalter Hymnal No. 254: 1 2, Rev. A. H. Selles leads Synod in
its opening prayer.
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ARTICLE 106

Rev. H. Roelofs is present as the alternate for Rev. C. Vander Ark of
Classis Orange City, and Elder L. Sinke is present as the alternate of
Elder H. Brinks of Classis Grand Rapids South. These brethren rise to
express their agreement with the “Public Declaration of Agreement with
the Three Forms of Unity.” Elder J. La Grand has returned in the pIace '
of his alternate, Elder J. De Vries.

ARTICLE 107

The Reception Committee, cf. Arts. 18, 56, 68, 69, presents the fol-
Jowing missionaries to address Synod: ‘

Rev. Herman Schripsema, representative of General Conference on our
Indian Mission Field, emphasizes the great blessing of God that so many
Navaho Indians give evidence of increasing interest in the gospel. The
continued prayers of the church are solicited.

Rey. Robert Sutton, one of our missionaries to Japan, underscores the
great need of missions in that land where so few know the Lord Jesus
Christ. He expresses the gratitude of the Church in Korea for the gen-
erous help given by the Christian Reformed Church in time of great
need.

Rev. J. Pott, former missionary to Argentina, now labonng among the
Spanish-speaking migrants in the United States, gives a brief outling of
the work and speaks of signal blessings enjoyed in it.

Rev. J. Van Ens, missionary to Ceylon, brings greetings from the Dutch
Reformed Church in Geylon. He reviews some of the trials endured by
the people of Ceylon in recent years, and causes us to see anew the great
privilege of joining our Dutch Reformed brethren in their effort to bring
the gospel of God’s grace to the pagan environment in whlch they find
themselves.

Rev. N. Veltman responds on behalf of Synod, expressing thanks for
information and inspiration given, and assuring our missionaries of the
continued interest and prayers of the church,

ARTICLE 108

In the light of the latest news announcing the cancellation of Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s visit to Japan, Synod requests the Stated Clerk to send
the following telegram:

To: President Dwight D. Eisenhower, White House, Washington, D.C.

The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in session, June 16,

1960, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, assures you, as the President of the

. Umted States, of the prayers of our church in the present crisis dlsrupt-‘
ing your oontcmplatcd visit to Japan.

Dr. R. J. Danhof, Stated Clerk

ARTICLE 109

Synod resumes its consideration of the report of ‘the Advisory Com-
mittee on Educational Matters, No. 2, Rev. J. Petersen reportmg (cf
Art. 103)
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I. ProrosaL or COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
 A. Materials: Agenda Reports Nos. 9, 14, 14A; Overtures Nos. 15, 49.

The Stated Clerk of Classis Alberta North per telegram informs Synod
to consider the corrected Overture No. 15 to read as follows:

*“Classis Alberta North informs Synod that it feels that the. Committee
on Education and Sunday School Committee are able to take care of all
the facets of the problem concerned.”

B. Background:

The Standing Committee on Educatlon in response to an overture of
Classis Hackensack to Synod of 1957, was given the mandate to study
the advisability of the appointment of a full-time secretary of education.
(Acts, 1957, Art. 54, pp. 26-27) The committee’s recommendation as
amended by Synod read as follows: “That Synod initiate and establish
a Department of Religious Education to provide religious educational
service to the churches of the Christian Reformed denomination. This
department and its work is to be under the supervision of a Committee of
Religious Education, appointed by and responsible to Synod, and shall
be directed by a full-time Secretary of Education, assisted by such staff
as the program may require.” (Acts, 1959, Art. 85, p. 29) The Advisory
Committee of that Synod recommended that Synod not adopt this pro-
posal. Instead they recommended the employment of a part-time editor
and that the commitiee concentrate on the production of catechism
materials. (Art. 86) :

Synod of 1939 declined to take actlon on e1ther proposal and referred
the reports of both the Advisory Committee and the Committee on Edu-
cation to the churches for further study in order that the churches might
express their reactions to the latter committee.

During this past year the committee sent questionnaires to our con-
gregations to determine the thinking of the church. Out of a total of 541
churches, 359 churches responded. Perhaps the most significant question
was the following: “Do you think it would be to our advantage to have
a department of religious education whose business it would be to make
available good Reformed materials and to promote uniformity in our
catechism program?” The results were as follows:

222 yes 14 undecided 8 no answer
99 no , 16 qualified yes

Thus, over two-thirds of the responding congregations judge that con-
ditions are such that an educational service of this nature would be
desirable. Pages 60-61 in the Agenda analyze the other areas of the
questionnaire response that, in their opinion, substantiate the conclusion
of the Committee on Education that most of the churches desire the es-
tablishment of some kind of department of education. Therefore the
Committee on Education has proposed the following to Synod: “That
Synod initiate and establish a Department of Education, which shall
function as the educational service of the Christian Reformed Church.
This department and its work is to be under the supervision of a Com-
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mittee on Education, appointed by and responsible to Synod, and shall be
directed by a full-time Secretary of Education.” (See Supplement No. 9)

Your Advisory Committee is in general impressed with the -argumen-
tation which the Committee on Education has presented. However, we
feel that there is need for caution lest we enter upon a program which
would be elaborate to a degree beyond what would be needed at this
time. We prefer to recommend a program that would be adequate unto
the expediting of the preparation of catechetical materials and also one
which would provide opportunity for experimentation unto the increased

unification and 1mplementat1on of our general educanonal task as a
church.’

C. Recommendations:

1. Since the recommendations-of the Advisory Committee of Synod
differ radically from those of the standing Study Commitiee, the recom-
mendations of the latter are given precedence. The first recommendation
is moved and seconded: “that Synod initiate and establish a Department
of Education, which shall function as the educational service agency of
the Christian Reformed Church. This department and its work is to be
under the supervision of a Gommittee of Education; appointed by and
responsible to Synod, and shall be directed by a full-time Secretary of
Education.” (See Supplement No. 9) —Rejected

2. Synod now considers the recommendations of the Advisory Com-
mittee of Synod: That Synod appoint a Committee of Educational Serv-
ices for three years, responsible to and reporting regularly to Synod, com-

posed of nine persons, who are appointed out of consideration for their
competence, interest, and experience, and not with primary regard to
geographical distribution. In order to provide for necessary continuity.
with the work-already done, or in progress, two members of the present
Committee on Education and two members of the Sunday School Com-

mittee shall be included in the membership of the new committee. " -
—Rejected

3. Synod charges the Advisory Committee to present a recommen-
dation for a study committee to provide catechism and Daily Vacation
Bible School materials. (See Art. 169) —Adopted

- (Educational Matters, No. 2, continued in Art. 167)

ARTICLE 110

The Advisory Committee on Educational Maiters, No. 1, Rev. W.
Vander Haak reporting, cf. Arts. 36, 52, 102, presents the followmg

I. Quora SurPORT FOR SocieTy CONTROLLED COLLEGES

A. Materials: Overtures Nos. 23, 25, 35, 36, 41, 43; Printed Appeal
No. 2.
1. No. 23 — Classis Minnesota overtures Synod to:

(1) Declare that quota support of higher institutions of learning con-
trolled by a soclety, and approved by Synod, is permissible.

- (2) Establish a denominational education fund.
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(3) Form a standing committee to advise Synod regarding operation
of 'this fund.

2. No. 25 — Classis Sioux Center

Same material content as Overture No. 23, with a report attached

3. No. 35 — Classis Orange City

Concurs in Overture No. 25.

4. No. 36 — Bunde consistory overtures Synod to:

(1) Appoint a committee to review its former decisions, re quotas of
Calvin College to Dordt College.

(2) To study and present a plan for more proportionate financial
support,

5. No. 41 — Sanborn consistory overtures Synod to:

(1) Increase quotas for Calvin by $5 for all Michigan churches,

(2) Increase tuition for Grand Rapids students at Calvin.

6. No. 43 — Classis North Central Iowa

Same material content as Overture No. 23.

7. Printed Appeal No. 2 — Sanborn consistory believes C1a551s Orange
City Overture No. 35 to bé in error.

B. Recommendations:

" 1. Synod appoint a representative committee to study the problem of
denominational ecclesiastical support of junior colleges controlled by the
Christian Reformed constituency as this problem arises out of the 1957,
1958 and 1960 proposals to Synod to gain such support for junior col-
leges. This study should include consideration of the permissibility and |
implications of quota support for non-denominational agencies; the re-
lationship of the church to the government: of such institutions should
quota support be given; and recommendations concerning denomina-
tional support or other financial arrangements based upon the evaluation
of plans proposed to Synod 1960 (Overtures Nos. 23, 25, 33, 41, 43) as
well as to the Synod of 1957 and 1958. (See Art. 172, V)

Grounds:

- a. Overtures Nos, 23, 25, 35, 43 ask for a declaration by Synod ona
matter which needs further study in the light of previous synodical de-
cisions having implications regarding the permissibility of quota support
of non-denominational agencies. (e.g. Acts of Synod, 1958, p. 85; Acts
of Synod, 1959, p. 58)

b. Overtures Nos. 23, 25, 35, 43 ask for consideration of a definite
plan, the implications of which should be carefully evaluated before

. judgment can be given.

c. Overture No. 36 asks for a study of this problem and previous de-
cisions.

d. Printed Appeal No. 2 registers positive objection to the proposals
made in Overtures Nos. 23, 25, 35, 43.

e. Overture No. 41 recommends another plan of financial arrange-
ments which merits more deliberate consideration than is possible at this
Synod. - . —dAdopted
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2. Synod instruct the Publication Committee to provide ample op-
portunity in our publications for the presentation of the needs of Dordt
College for increased financial support from our constituency while this
study is in progress. —Adopted

II. SponsorsHIP OF FOREIGN STUDENTS ‘
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 34. (See Supplement No. 34)

B. Recommendation: That Synod adopt the recommendation of the
Committee on Sponsorship of Foreign Students for continued support of
this cause and informs Synod that this fund is nearly depleted and urges
that this worthy cause be placed once again on the list of those recom-
mended by Synod for one or more offerings. (See Art. 148) S

\ ‘ —Adopted

(Educational Matters, No. 1, continued in Art. 115) :

ARTICLE 111

From nominations previously approved Synod elects by ballot the fol-
lowing: (See Arts. 22, 70, 77)

Editor of The Banner (two-year term) -— Rev. John Vander Ploeg.
(See Art. 125) )

Publication Committee (three-year term) — Rev. Clarence Boomsma,
Mr. Gerrit Buist, and Mr. John Van Dellen.

Member of Calvin Board of Trustees — Regular Delegate Harold
De Jong; Alternate, Harold Apol.

Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Mzmons — Harold Gelderloos
with Dr. Edward Postma as alternate.

Chaplain Committee — Prof. Harold Dekker, Dr. D.' L, Van Halsema,
Rev. R. H. Wezeman, and Mr. Harry Faber. _

Back to God Tract Commitiee — Rev. J. C. Ribbens, Rev. D. Negen,
and Mr. H. Hoekstra.

Back to God Hour Committee — Rev. C. Oliver Buus, Rev. J. Geels,
Mr. Ralph Vermeer, Mr. Andrew Van Noord; and (to fill the unexpired
term of Rev. G. Kok) Rev. H. C. Van Wyk.

Sunday School Committee — Rev. G. J. Rozenboom and Mr. Wllmur
Schipper.

ARTICLE 112
Synod adjourns and Dr. M. Posthuma leads in closing prayer.

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 16, 1960
Eighteenth Session

ARTICLE 113
Synod returns from the Testimonial Dinner in honor of Prof. Albert
H. Muyskens, cf. Art. 36, who had completed 25 years of service on our
Calvin College staff. The gratitude of the church was expressed by Rev.
J.-Hekman, who emphasized Prof. Muyskens’ great love for teaching and
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his warm interest in all his students. Prof. Muyskens responded by
challengmg all to maintain a high degree of interest in Christian educa-
tion in general, as well as in Calvin College.

ARTICLE 114

The President calls the meeting to order Rev H. Petersen leads in
prayer.
- The following alternate delegates are present: Rev. J. A, Botting for
Rev. W. P. Brink (Classis Holland) ; Rev. John De Kruyter for Rev.
Harry Vander Ark (Classis Holland) ; Rev. J. Eppinga for Rev. J. F.
Schuurmann (Classis Grand Rapids South) ; and Elder J. De Vries for
Elder J. La Grand. Rev. C. Vander Ark (Classis Orange City) replaces
his alternate, Rev. H. Roelofs. Those present for the first time rise to
express their agreement with the Public Declaration of Agreement with
the Three Forms of Unity.

ARTICLE 115

Synod resumes its cons1deratlon of the report of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Educational Matters, No. 1, Rev. W. Vander Haak reportmg,
cf. Arts. 36, 52, 102, 110, presents the followmg o

I. SincLE NominaTION To FiLL Orp TESTAMENT SEMINARY CHAIR
A. Materials: o

Overture No. 75. Classis Hackensack overtures Synod to express con-
fidence in the Board of Trustees and commend its careful and responsible
action in its dealing with the nomination for Professor of Old Testament.

Overture No. 44. In a communication to Synod Classis North Central
Towa expresses its disappointment with the action of the Board of
Trustees in submitting only one name for the chair of Old Testament at
Calvin Seminary.

B. Explanation:

In an interview with the president and secretary of the Board of
Trustees the following information was received as to the method fol- :
lowed in nominating for the Chair of Old Testament:

The faculty submitted two names for consideration by the board. To
this the board added a third name for its gross list. Fach of the three
persons was duly interviewed by the board. By unanimous decision of
the board the following method of nomination was adopted. Separate
ballots were cast to determine which of the three or whether all three
should be nominated. Each receiving a majority of the votes of the
board would be declared elected to the nomination. This method had
been followed on a previous occasion. After prayer for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit in making this nomination, three separate ballots were
cast, one for each of the men. When all ballots had been cast, the
counting of the ballots indicated that only one man had been nominated.
The board then charged the Executive Committee to formulate the
reasons for submitting one name as its nomination and to submit their
formulated reasons to the May meeting of the board. The board inter-
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preted “Rules of Procedure in Making Seminary Appointments” — Rule 9
(Acts of Synod 1958, p. 18) as requiring the board to present its reasons
to the Synod. The rule reads as follows: “The board shall present its
nomination to Synod and Synod shall make the appointments. If a
nomination of one name is submitted, the board shall state its reasons.
If Synod finds a nomination unacceptable, the board shall be asked to
prepare a new nomination in accordance with the aforesaid procedure.”
The reasons formulated and adopted by the Executive Committee read
as follows: “A. After the board had received full information concerning
and had interviewed the candidates for the nomination, Prof. D, Kerr
was the only candidate who received a majority vote. B. The above
mentioned vote reflects the conviction of the majority of the Board of
Trustees that Prof. Kerr possesses superior qualifications in terms of
academic and pedagogical experience, and the most responsible service
that the board could render was to submit this candidate to Synod.”
(Minutes of Executive Committee, April 14, 1960.) These reasons were
not presented to the May meeting of the board since Prof Kerr had
already withdrawn his nomination at that time.

C. Judgment of your Advisory Committee

Your committee is of the unanimous opinion that the board operated
within the Rules of Procedure adopted by Synod, according to the
board’s interpretation of these rules, After the method of nominating
had been established and the Holy Spirit was invoked for guidance, the
board had no reason to question the validity of its action. The board
acted in good faith in preparmg to present its reasons to Synod for pre-
senting one naime as its nomination.

D. Recommendations:

1. Synod declare that it is satisfied that the board acted in good faith
when it presented only one name as nomination for the chair of Old
Testament at Calvin Seminary.

Grounds:

a. The board operated wlthln the “Rules of Procedure in Making
Seminary Appointments” according to its interpretation of these rules.

b. Once the method of nominating had been established and the
guidance of the Holy Spirit had been sought, the board had no reason
to question the validity of its action.

c. The board was preparing its reasons (for submitting one name in
nomination) to be presented to Synod according to its interpretation
of rule 9 — “Rules of Procedure in Making Seminary Appointments.”

—Adopted

2. Synod instruct the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Semi-
nary to clarify rule 9 — “Rules of Procedure in Making Seminary
Appointments” and to report the results of its study to the Synod of 1961.

Ground: There are differences of opinion as to whether the reasons
for presenting a nomination of one name should be submitted to the
Synod or to the churches and classes at the time a nomination is an-
nounced. : —Adopted
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3. Synod declare that these decisions constitute its answer to Over-
tures Nos. 27,.29, 30, 44, 45, 50, 53, 60, 68, and 75. —Adopted

II. MmvisTErRIAL .STATUS OF REV. J. E. Brink
A. Material: Overture No. 32.

- Note: This is merely a communication from Classis Minnesota North.
It is not an overture. Classis sends this communication to Synod as a
. matter of information only.

B. Recommendation: Synod receive this as information —Adopted

ARTICLE 116

The Committee on Protests and Appeals, No. 1, Rev. E. H. Oosten-
dorp reporting, cf. Arts. 58, 63, presents the following:

REPORTS OF THE SYNODICAL ExaMiNERS

A. Reports of examination of candidates and approval of Classes’
decisions to admit to the ministry in our church.

Classes Candidates Examiners

1. Toronto Jelle Nutma Rev. A. B. C. Hofland, Chatham
‘ ' Rev. J. C. Derksen, Ha.rmlton
Dr. P. G. Schrotenboer, Eastern Ontano

2. G.R. East B. Van Elderen, Jr. Dr. A. C, De Jong, Grand Rapids West
' Dr. J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland
Rev. T, Yff, Xalamazoo

3. Alberta North John Kruis Rev. P. J. Hockstra, Alberta South
Rev. H. Moes, British Columbiza
Rev. J. Griffioen, Pacific

4, Alberta South Henry Bouma Rev. B. Nederlof, Alberta North
Rev. H. Moes, British Columbia
Rev. J. Griffioen, Pacific

5. North Central Calvin Bergsma Rev. J. Olthof, Pella
Towa (Re-examination ) Rev. H. C. Van Deelen, Sioux Center
. . Rev. C. R. Veenstra, Orange Gity

6: Chicago South Melvin Hugen Rev. O. Breen, Chicago North

Rev. S. Vroon, Holland
Rev, T. YfI, Kalamazoo

7. Minnesota So. Arthur Besteman Rev. J. H. De Haan, Minnesota North
Timothy Monsma Rev. C. Vander Ark, Orange City
Rev. C. Huissen, Sioux Center

8. British James Huizenga Rev. G. J. Vander Ziel, Alberta South
Columbia Rev. J. Griffioen, Pacific
’ Rev. B. Nederlof, Alberta North

9. Sioux Center Lyle Christensen Rev. B. E. Visscher, North Central Iowa
Rev. C. Vander Ark, Orange City
Dr. P. Y. De Jong, Pella

10. Zeeland . John Timmer Dr. G. Goris, Grandville
: ) Paul Vermaire Rev. S. Vroon, Holland
Dr. L. Greenway, Grand Rapids South
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Classes . Candidates Examiners

11. G.R. East John: J. Hoogland Dr. G. Goris, Grandville
. o Rev. S. Vroon, Holland
‘Dr. L. Greenway, Grand Rapids South

12, G.R. West Andrew Riensira Rev. J. D. Eppinga, Grand Rapids South

Bruce Hemple Rev.. W. Haverkamp, Kalamazoo
Dr. G. Goris, Grandville
13. Orange City - - Walter Swets Rev, H. C. Van Deelen, Stoux Center -
N ' _— Rev. G, Kok, Minnesota South
) Rev. B. E. Visscher, North Central Iowa

14, Hudson - Allen J. Bultman Rev. C. J. Vos, Hackensack
L Rev. J. C. Derksen, Hamilton
Dr. P. G. Schrotenboer, Eastern Ontario

15, Pella ... . ...Douglas Vander Wal Rev. B. E. Visscher, North Central Iowa
e . : Rev. C. R. Veenstra, Orange City
Rev. C. Huissen, Sioux Center

16. North Central John Draisma Rev. C. R, Veenstra, Orange City
Towa .. ~ Dr. P. Y. De Jong, Pella
C . (Sioux Center, Absent because of a
funeral)

Recommendatzon Synod approve the work of these examiners as re-
ported above. © - —Adopted

B. Colloquia docta conducted by classes and atténded by synodical
examiners, who advised that the following ministers from other denomi-
nations be admltted to the mmlstry in our church: :

Classes .. Minister . Examiners

1, Chatham : ,Rev. J. Cooper - . Rev. G. Gritter, Grand Rapids East
(Reformed Ghurch of Rev. J. Q. Derksen, Hamilton
the United States, Rev. H. W. Kroeze, Toronto
Eureka Classis) S

2. Alberta South . Rev. Anton Vandén . Rev. H, Moes, British Columbia
- ’ Ende Rev. J. Geels, Pacific

. . (Gereformeerd) Rev. H. Bajema, Alberta North
3. Alberta South Rev. H. Bade Rev. B. Nederlof, Alberta North
(Gereformeerd ) Rev. H. Moes, British Columbia
! Rev. J. Gnﬂ'loen Pacific
4- Eastern Ontano Rev. G. Rienks Rev. A. B. C. Hofland, Chatham

(Gereformeerd) Rev, H, W. Kroeze, Toronto
. Rev. T, C. Van Kootcn, Hamilton

5. EasternOntario Rev. H. Vandér Plaat Rev. H. C. De Moor, Chatham
(Gerefonnecrd)' Rev. T. C. Van Kooten, Hamilton
L Rev. H. W, Kroeze, Toronto

Recommendation: Synod approve the work of these examiners as re-
ported above. .. . : ~—Adopted

C. Approval of nominations containing names of non-Christian Re-
formed ministers:
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Churches Nominees Examiners :
1. Bowness- trio: A. Corporaal' ' Rev. H. Moes, British Columbia
Montgomery, W. H. Velema Rev. B. Nederlof, Alberta North
~Alberta G. Padmos - Rev. J. Griffioen, Pacific

trio:. J. Heule
. P. R, Everzars -

~A. Vos
2. Jarvis, Ontario Rev. B. Boelens - Rev. H. W. Kroeze, Toronto
. : . Rev. A. B. C. Hofland, Chatham
Dr. P. G. Schrotenboer, Eastern Ontario
3. Saskatoon, © Rev.B.Boelens = - Rev. B. Nederlof, Alberta North

Saskatchewan - Co Rev. ]. Griffioen, Pacific
N ‘ * ¢ - Rev. H. Moes, British Columbia

4. RockyMountainRev. S/ Camminga  Rev. P. J. Hoekstra, Alberta South” -
House, Alta, . o Rev. H, Moes, British Columbia,
N Rev. J. Griffioen, Pacific

5. St. Thomas, Rev. L W. Van Rev. G. Gritter, Grand Rapids East
Ontario " Dellen’ Rev. H. W. Kroeze, Toronto -
Rev. T. C. Van Kooten Hamilton

6. Medicine Hat, Rev.M.D. Geleynsc Rev. H. Moes, British Columbia
: Alberta .- . : Rew. J Griffioen, Pacific . , -
Rev. B cherlof Alberta North

7. Clinton, OntarioRev. L. Slofstra - Rev. G. Gritter, Grand Rapids East,
‘ o .. Rev. T. C. Van Kooten, Hamilton
" Rev. H. W. Kroeze, Toronto

8. RockyMou.ntamRev J.H. anema Rev. P. J. Hoekstra, Alberta South
House, Alta Rev, H. Moes, British Columbia’
. Rev. J. Griffioen, Pacific :

Recommendation: Synod approve the action of the synodical ex-
aminers as reported above. —Adopted

D. Approval of the reception of the First Canadian Reformed Church
of Hamilton, Ontario by Classis Hamilton of November 18, 1959, by ex-
aminers A. B. C. Hofland (Chatham) , P G Schrotenboer (Eastern
Ontario), H. W. Kroeze:(Toronto) : .

Recommendation: Synod’ recelve this report as mformatmn and ap-

prove the work of the examiners as reported above. -—Adopted
E. Disapproval of placing names. of ministers on nominations.
Church Minister * - - Examiners
1. Clmton,OntanoRev D.J.Ras _ Rev. G. Gritter, Grand Rapids East
(Gereformeerd) Rev. H. W. Kroeze, Toronto
(over age) Rev, T. Q. Van Kooten, Hamilton
2. Bowness- Rev. H. Vander Wey | Rev. B. Nederlof, Alberta North
" ' Montgomery, ‘(Gereformeerd) - Rev. H. Moes, British Columb!a. ‘
Alberta - (over age) Rev. J. Grlfhoen Pacific :

~ Recommendation: That Synod approve the work of the examiners as
reported above. tee ——Adopted
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F. Termination of the ministerial status of Rev. J. B. Ibershoff by Clas-
sis ‘California. Fxaminers J. Griffioen (Pacific), N, De Vries . (Rocky
Mountam), and C., Huissen (Sioux Genter), concurred with the reasons
as given by classis:

The synodical examiners advised Classis California as follows: “Hav-
ing heard the recommendation of the committee of Classis California to
terminate the ministerial status of Rev. J. B. Ibershoff in the Christian
Reformed Church, and having taken note of the grounds for this recom-
mendation, the undersigned synodical delegates state that they concur
with the recommendation and the substance of the grounds, and, there-
fore, advise its adoption.” :

. Synod decides to,approve the work of these examiners.

G Approval of the advice against Candidate John N. Dykstra. (Ad-
vice given to Classis Rocky Mountain) (See also Supplement No. 44-B)
(See also Communication No. 3) '

" Recommendation: Synod approve the work of examiners C. Vander
Ark (Orange City), P. Y. De Jong (Pella), and C. Huissen (Sioux Cen-
ter) in this matter. (See Art 4-5) —Adopted

"H. Approval of the severance of the tie between the Fruitland, On-
tarto, Church- and its minister, Rev. Simon Terpstra, by Classis Hamil-
ton, August 5, 1959, by examiners A, B. C. Hofland (Chatham), H. W.
Kroeze (Tpronto) , and John Vriend (Eastern Ontario).

Recommendation: Synod approve the work of these examiners. .

. » e . - —Adopted

(Protests and Appeals; No. 1, continued in Art. 129) ' .

' ARTICLE 117 °
- Synod adjourns, Elder J. Jager offering the closing prayer.

'FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 1960 '
Nineteenth Session

ARTICLE 118

Pres1dent T. C. Van Kooten calls the meeting to order. Rev. H.
Vander Ark announces Psalter Hymnal No. 319; reads Psalm 122; and
leads Synod in prayer.

ARTICLE 119
Roll call is taken and all delegates are present. The following primi
delegates have returned to replace their alternates: Revs. Wm, P. Brink,
J. F. Schuurmann, and H. Vander Ark, and Elders H. Brinks and J. La
Grand. Elder A. J. Vos is present in the place of Elder J. R. Swierenga
of Classis Chicago North. He rises to express his agreement with the
“Puinc Declaration of Agreement with :'the Three Forms of Unity.”

: . ARTICLE 120.
The minutes of Thursday, June 16, are read and approved., -
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" ARTICLE 121

The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals; No. 2 Rev B ]
Haan reporting, cf. Arts. 73, 78, presents the follomng

BUITEN PROTEST

A. Materials: Mr. Buiten’s protest, together with 36 enclosures (On
Flle with Stated Clerk)

B. Statement of Protest and Request: Mr. Bulten protests the action
of the Los Angeles consistory placing him under silent. censure, - :and
requests “that Synod take action to effect the. l1ft1ng of censure.’

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod sustain the protestant in his protest, and grant his
request to take action to effect the lifting of censure.

Grounds:

a. The consistory of the Los Angeles church erred in permstently
refusing to lift censure when Classis California advised same at three
different times over a period of one and a half years.

b. A consistory is in duty bound to abide by the advice of a classxs
unless it is convinced that the advice of classis is clearly in violation of
God’s Word in which case the consistory must protest. (Cf. Gommentary
“on the Church Order, Van Dellen and Monsma, pp. 143 and 319.) The
- consistory of the Los Angeles church did not protest thls decision over a
period of more than a year, —Adopted

9. That Synod instruct the consistory of the Los Angeles congregation
to lift summarily the censure placed on Mr. Buiten. © —Adopted

3. Synod declare that Classis California erred in not making full use
of its authority to have its advice carried out. .. —Adopted

4. Due to the complexity, magnitude, and gravity of the Los Angeles

situation, Synod appoint a special committee to study the situation “in
loco,” which committee shall advise -Syned on the matter in 1961. (See

Art. 172, V) —Adopted
5. That Synod instruct the- above committee to counsel all parties
involved. (See Art. 172, V) - —Adopted
( Protests and Appeals, No. 2, contmued in Art. 126)
ARTICLE 122 |

Synod adjourns and Dr. F. Westendorp leads in clos'mg prayet.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 17, 1960

Twentleth Session

ARTICLE 123

The Presxdent Rev. T. C. Van Kooten, calls the meeting to order.
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No 235 and prayer is offered by Rev
H Bode. -
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ARTICLE 124

Rev I De Kruyter is present as the-alternate of Rev. H. Vander Ark,
and Rev. Wm, Buursma as alternate for Rev. T. Van Eerden.

ARTICLE 125 .

Communications are received from Revs. John Vander Ploeg and E.
Van Halsema, accepting their reappointments as ‘editor of The Banner
and De Wachter respectively. The President exprésses the gratitude of
Synod. " :

ARTICLE 126

Synod resumes its discussion of the report of the Advisory Committec
on Protests and Appeals No. 2, Rev. B. J. Haan reporting, cf. Arts.
73,78, 121.. ' .

TroMmAs Stos APPEAL-
A. Materials: N
1. Letter of appeal from Mr. Stob.
2. Letter from the Stated Clerk of Classis Chicago North.

" B. HisTORICAL SUMMARY

1. November 6, 1957 -— Mr. Stob protested to the consistory of Second Engle-
wood regarding busmess advertising by a member of his church as being a vmlaﬂon
of God’s law with respect to unnecessary Sunday labor,

*2. December 2, 1957 — His consistory advised him to proceed accordmg to
Matthew 18,

3. January 2, 1958 — Mr, Stob advised the consistory that Matthew 18 did
not apply, since no personal offense or grievance was involved.

4, January 27, 1958 — The consistory mforms the brother that it maintains
1ts position as to Matthew 18,

5. April 14, 1958 — Mr. Stob appeals the matter to classis.

6. May 26, 1958 — Classis advises Englewood II consistory: “A. The consistory
should not refer brother Stob to Matthew 18. (Grounds were stated)

- “B. The consistory of Englewood II ‘should deal with the problem directly m
the light of the basic principles of Sabbath observance.”

7. July 14, 1958 ~— The consxstory advised the brother that this was 2 matter
of the mdwxdual’s Christian conscience.

8. August .14, 1958 — Mr. Stob protested this‘d.ecision of his consistory to
classis, stating that where there is a direct violation of God’s law, neither Christian
conscience, nor Christian liberty may apply.

9. September 17, 1958 ~— Classis Chicago North appointed a committee to
study this matter. .

10. January, 1959 — The committee of classis recommends in part: “That
classis advise the consistory of Englewood IT to go to the errring brother and
through the consistent discipline of the Word do their utmost to persuade him
of a more biblical view of the Sabbath and ‘its observance ..” This recom-
mendation was tabled by classis.

11, January 20, 1960 -— Classis adopted the following decision: “Classis Ghicago
North declares the Englewood-Stob matter dismissed. Grounds: There is no
official formulation of the principles governing Christian liberty and it is not -
within. the province of- classis to formulate doctrinal or extra—creedal statements
upon which a judgment could be made.” . .
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12, March 22, 1960 — Mr. Stob sends his' letter of appeal to Synod, sendmg
a copy of the same to the Stated Clerk of Classis Chicago North. .

" 13. May 18, 1960 — The Stated Clerk sends a communication 'to Synod in
response to Mr. Stob’s appeal.

.C. The Nature of the Aﬁpeal to Synod:

" Mr. Stob states, “It. appears that Classis Chicago North did not deaJ with the‘
problem directly in the light of the basic principles of Sabbath’ observance, as
they had advised Englewood II consistory to do, and in 'our opinion God’s Word
does not sustain the position of classis that this is a matter of Christian liberty,
but, on the contrary, Scripture gives positive indication that practices which create
unnecessary Sunday labor are clearly a violation of the fourth commandment . ...”

He requests Synod w1th the presentation of several arguments, to take a deﬂmte
stand on this matter in support of his protest, ) ‘

The Stated Clerk of Classis Chicago North informs Synod that, “brother Stob
has misinterpreted the decision of Classis Chicago North. .His protest states that
Classis Chicago North has placed Sunday advertising in the realm of Christian
hberty This is incorrect.” ,

D. Euvaluation: .

It appears as though Cla551s Chlcago North was basically in agreement with
brother Stob initially when it advised the Englewood II consistory not to refer
brother Stob to Matthew. 18 but rather to deal with the problem directly in the
" light of basic. principles of Sabbath observance.- It is also -evident.that at least
the committee of classis that was appointed to study this matter, when the brother.
sent his second appeal, was in agreement that this is not a matter of Christian
hberty but of the biblical view of the Sabbath and its observance. Classis tabled
thlS advice, however.

The final decision of classis 2. year later, which is before this Synod, is extremely
vague to say the least and, if it carries any meaning, certainly does place the
issue in the realm of Christian liberty. It is qmte ‘evident, also, that the final

decision of classis is not con51stent w;th 1ts previous pronouncements on the
matter.

E. Recommendaimn

. That Synod sustain the substance of the protest and advise the consistory of
the Second Englewood church to deal w1th the brother-concerned in accordance
with the substance of .the advice which was tabled by Classis Chicago North in its
meeting of January 1959: that classis advise the consistory of Englewood II to go
to the erring brother and through the consistent discipline of the Word do its
utmost to persuade hlm of the bxbllcal v:cw of ‘the Sa.bbath and its observance .

——Adoj?ted

" ARTICLE 127
Rev. E. H. Oostendorp submits the followmg to Synod:

. “The undemgned registers protest against the decision (cf. Art. 126) taken
re the protest of Mr. Thomas Stob because it side-stepped the issue, and refused
to sustain ‘or reject the protest, which was the only issue before Synod. Instead,
Synod gave meaningless advice to the consistory, over the head of Classis Chicago,
North ~— an action which Synod was not at all aslggd to take,”’ |

ARTICLE 128

The Adv1sory Committee on Home Missions, Rev. M. Baarman re--
portlng, cf. Arts. 92, 95, presents the following:.
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THE Back To Gop Hour

" The ‘committee requests that Mr L. Beré be granted the privilege of
the ﬂoor as representatwe of The Back to God Hour Committee. = -
: —Synod Approves
A Material: Agenda Report No 21-A (See Supplement No 21-A), '
Mmutes of The Back to God Hour Commlttee
B. Introduction:

The Back to God Hour Committee has based its appointment of Rev,
Harold Dekker on the Acts of Synod, 1954. These Acts do mention an
Assistant to the Radio Minister, but they do not speak of an “Associate
Minister” for The Back to God Hour. (Acts, 1954 Art 84, D, P. 40)

. G ‘Recommendation:

1. That Synod approve the posmon of “Asso(:late Mmlster” lof The
Back to God Hour.

, ' Grounds:
a. This is a new term, not mentloned in the Act: of Synoa’ of- 1954- to

’

~ which the appointment of The Back to God Hour refers..

b. The position indicated by this term has not been approved by Synod.
. —Adopted

| 2 That Synod instruct The Back to God Hour Commlttee to define

more clearly: (a) the relationship between the Radio Minister and the
Associate Minister of The Back to God Hour, (b) their respective duties,
(c) and their mutual relationship to The Back to God Hour Committee.
—Adopted

3. That Synod instruct The Back to God Hour. Committee to submit

for approval the clarified provisions of the appointment to the Synod of
1961.

- Ground: All boards and comrmttees of Synod should give evidence of
proper internal organization. : . —Adopted

(Home Missions Matters continued in Arts 143 153)

ARTICLE 129 .

The Advisory Committee on Profests and Aj)peals, No 1, Rev. E.
Oostendorp reportmg, cf. Arts. 58,.63, 116, presents the followmg

PrOTESTS ‘AGAINST THE DEcisioN or SyNob 1959 rE BELGIG CoONTES-"
SION, ArT. V. Acts 1959 (Art. 139, 7, b, [2]) :

A M atenalx

Prmted appeals No. 1, and No. 5. (See Prmted Appeals Nos 1 5)
B Recommendatwns

"'1. Syrod do not accede to the appeals of Classes Alberta South and

, Chatham,

Ground.r
- a. Art. 30 of the Church 0rder has not been v1olated
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. b. The doctrinal declaration (Acts 1959, Art. 139, 7, b; [2] page 68)
is intended asan mterpretatlve statement of our.Creed in the ad ]udlca,tlon
of an appeal.

c. The declaration of Synod 1959 (Art. 139, C, 7, b, [3], [a]), “the
conviction of the church on such a crucial point of doctrine should not
be decided hastily,” has no direct reference to the decision (Art 139, G,
7, b, [2]) against which protest is made.

d. The Study Committee appointed to study Insplra’aon and Infalli-
bility has not expressed difficulty for the lack of specific inclusion of this
declaration .in their mandate. (cf. Agenda Report No.: 19, P 105) (See
Art. 172,'V) (See Supplement No. 19)

e. Until proved wrong the declaration of Synod 1959 has the same °
validity as do all other similar rulings. , —Ado pted

2. Although Synod has not sustained these protests in view of the fact

that these appeals also contain specific requests that this declaration be

“open for further conmderatlon and study,” your Advisory Commlttee
recommends: /

Synod declare ‘that it is the right of the churches ‘and any echeSIastlcal
committee to study and test in the light of Scripture all creedal state-
ments and synodical declarations. —Adopted

ARTICLE 130

§ The Advisory: C.ommﬁtee on Foreign Missions, Rev. A. De Kruyter
reporting, cf. Arts. 79, 85, 89, presents the following:

I. Far East (See Supplement No. 27)

A. Formosa

1. Material: Agenda Report No, 27
Your committee calls attention of Synod to the work and progress in
this area. No action is required at this time.

B. Japan
1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27
, a., Kobe Seminary:

(1) Lectureship: Rev. S. Fujii, a former student at Calvin Seminary
and a pastor of the Japan Reformed Church at Gifu, has been.invited
to serve as full-time professor at Kobe Seminary if support ‘could be se-
cured for his salary. In view of the fact that Kobe Seminary is of great
importance to us in our work in Japan, and its very existence obviates
our need to establish a training school of our ‘own, the board decided to
authorize the payment of $1,000 annually towards the salary of Mr.
Fujii. It was noted that already $300 of this amount is annually being
raised by one of our local congregations.

Recommendation: Synod approve payment of $1,000 annually toward

the salary of Rev. S. Fujii for two years at which time the matter will be
re-evaluated, ¢ —~—Adopted
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+'(2) Budget:

"Recommendation: Synod concur in the recommendation of the board
that $800 be grantéd to Kobe Seminary for the calendar year 1961, for
general operation of the school, as was previously done. ——A‘dopted
 (8) Recommendation: Synod refer the question of representation on
the board of the Kobe Semmary to.the Foreign Missions Board to report
to the Synod of 1961, - —Adopted

(4) House: : -

* a. Material: Agenda Report No. 27

" b. 'Recommendation: Synod authorize the board to loan $1,700 to the
Kobe Seminary to help build a house for the newly appointed professor,
the board to arrange terms of the loan.

Grounds:

1. A loan will encourage self support in the emergmg Reformed
Church of J’apan

2. This is in keeping with the policy already established regardmg the
establishment of chapels in Japan. (cf. Acts of Synod, 1959, Art. 60,
VI. B, pages 18, 19) ’ —-f-Adopted

(5) Additional Missionary to Japan

LA, Material: Agenda Report No. 27-A. (See Supplement No. 27-A)

Background: At the meeting of the board in February the request of
our Japan Mission for additional missionaries was rejected. The reason
given is as follows: “The board recommends that in the future Japan
General Conference give specific grounds for requesting add1t10nal per-
sonnel.”

Ground: The board must weigh the needs of the Japan field over
,againstv the needs of other fields.

In response to this the Japan Conference has replied asking that a
missionary be sent in 1961 and providing grounds also for their request. -
The Executive Committee took the following decision: “...to grant the
request of Japan General Conference ‘to send a mlssxonaxy to Japan in
1961 and to include the budgetary matters in the 1961 budget for presen-
tation to the Synod of 1960.

“Grounds:

"“1. Only one-half of one per cent of the total population of 90 mllllon
in Japan are professing Christians.

“9. There are countless cities in which no Christian ‘witness is bemg
g1ven

"“3. The government of Japan is congenial to the presence of mission-
aries in Japan. There is a ‘wide open door’ in Japan for the proclama- -
tion of the gospel. :

“4, Historically, Synod did not limit the number of missionaries to be
sent to Japan, but adopted the board’s recommendation ‘to send as many -
‘missionaries as possible.’ (cf. Aets, 1951, p- 75; Acts, 1955, p. 356)
~“5. In 1961 housing will be avallable for language students in the
Egota compound.”
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B. Recommendation: Synod authorize the board to call an additional
missionary for Japan. . .. —Adopted
1I. PrRAYER FOR NIGERIA : o

‘A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27-A. (See Supplement No. 27-A)

ngenan General Conference has designated September 25, 1960, as a
day of prayer for the unity of the churches of Northern ngena and for
the welfare of the state in commemoration of Nigérian Ihdependence.
It was decided to grant this request and ask our churches to remember in
prayer the state of Nigeria as it undergoes a transition to independence.
We trust this will receive the endorsement of Synod and that official
recommendation will be made that throughout our churches September
25, 1960, be designated as a day for special prayer in behalf of this new
country,

B. Recommendation: Synod concur in the recommendation of .the
Nigerian General Conference and designate September 25, 1960, as a
day of prayer for the unity of the churches of Northern Nigeria and for
the welfare of the state in commemoration of Nigerian Independence.

: : s ——Adoptea’
II1. Mexico o '

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27-A. (See Supplement No. 27-A)
_ B. Your committee wishes to inform Synod that this matter will be
presented by the Advisory Committee on Home Missions and that our
‘commlttee concuts in the recommendation. -

V. INCREASE IN BoARD MEMBERSIHIP
A. Material: ‘Agenda Report No. 27-A. (See Supplement No 27—A)

‘Background: Acts of Synod, 1959, p. 41; Overture No. 39. ‘An over-
ture to the Synod of 1959 requested the inclusion of Canadians among
the. members-at-large on our denominational boards. Synod called th1s
‘matter to the attention of the denominational boards.

‘In: response to this request the Board of Foreign Missions proposes to
enlarge the board by seven laymen, three from Canada and four from the
United States. As a general division for such representation it is pro-
posed to have one representative each from' Eastern Canada, Central
Canada, and Western Canada; and in the United States one representa-
tive: from each of the four major divisions: the East, the Central area, the
Midwest, and the Far West.

‘To elect such members to the board, and to re-elect ‘when terms of
office expire, the delegates from each of the above regions will recom-
mend to the board at iis annual meeting such men who are able and
willing to serve. The board at its annual meeting will elect nominees from
each region. The Synod shall elect the board members from the nominees
offered by the Board of Foreign Missions.

B. Recommendation: Synod instruct the board to add one layman
from Canada to the board and to follow the existing rules for the election
of lay delegates. (See Art. 172) - ~—Adopted

(Foreign Missions Matters continued in Art. 135)
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ARTICLE 131
Synod ad_]ourns and Elder A. Gritter leads in the cIosmg prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING JUNE 17 1960
Twenty-first Sessmn '

ARTICLE 132

Pres1dent T. C. Van Kooten calls the meetmg to order Rev. J. De.
Kruyter announces Psalter Hymnal No. 340:1-3 and leads in prayer. -

ARTICLE 133

The following alternates are present: Dr. J. Strikwerda for Mr. E.
Vanden Brink, Mr. L. Sinke for Mr. Harold Brinks; Rev. C. De Haan
for Rev. A. E. Rozendal; Rev. J. Boonstra for Rev. P, Holtrop, and Rev
H. De Mots for Rev. N. Veltman.

ARTICLE 134

The Reception Committee, cf. Arts. 18, 56, 68, 69, 107, 114, presents
to ‘Synod Rev. Ralph Baker, missionary to Nigeria and representative of
our- Nigerian General: Conference. He brings greetings from the con- °
ference and also from the Benue and Tiv churches in the Sudan.  He
emphasizes the. problems arising from the present political climate. in
Nigeria; the great need of developing native leaders in the Nigerian
church; the issue of mtegranon and the great ideal of promoting spmt-
ual unity.

“Rev. L. Van Laar responds in behalf of Synod and gives assurance
of ‘our continued interest and prayers, and of Synod’s desu'e to under-‘
stand. the problems which our missionaries face. -

ARTICLE 135

The Advisory Committee on Foreign Missions, Rev. A. De Kruyter
reporting, cf. Arts. 79, 85, 89, 130, presents the following:

I Two WELLs

A. Material: Agenda Reports Nos 27 27 A (See Supplements Nos.
27, 27-A) ' ‘
Background: Your committee has interviewed the president of the
board, the secretary of the board, and Rev. H. ]J. Schripsema, who
represented the Indian General Conference. It also received and con-
sidered a report of the Indian General Conference which protested the

proposal of the board to close the Two Wells Post.

.Two Wells has been a disputed post for a decade.. The late Rev.
Swierenga worked there for many years and always had great loyalty
and hope for it. The board, however, has been hesitant for many years.
to expand or even to maintain the post. In 1959 and now again,in
1960 the board is recommending to Synod that the post be closed. The-
Synod of 1959 decided to withdraw the white missionary from Two Wells
and for the past year Mr. Chavez has been in charge of the ﬁeld under
supervision ‘of --a whlte missionary.
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The Indian General Conference does not agree with the board deci-
sion. They appointed their own study committee, drew up .a lengthy
report, and presented it to your committee, This report was too late for
the general board meeting in February, and the Executive Committee
of the board did not feel authorized to change a decision of the board.

.B. Recommendation:

That Synod instruct the board to continue the work at Two Wells
under the present arrangements for the coming year and further instructs
the board to reevaludte the Two Wells post and make recommendatmns
‘to the Synod of 1961. :

Grounds:

- 1. There is conflict of opinion existing between the Indian. General
Conference and the board: '
2. The board inspection team can take particular note of the field on
“the visit to be made before the next board meeting. —Ado pted

II.- MEmBERSHIP IN NicEriAN CHURCH
"A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27-A. (See Supplement No. 27- A)

Background Our Nigerian General Conference has come. w1th the
following request:

-“Nigerian General Conference considers that present church relatlon-‘
ships make it highly advisable and desirable that missionaries be: full
members of the national churches with which they are associated. - At
the same time the missionaries are reluctant to surrender official mem-.
bership in their home churches, Nigerian General Conference therefore
requests the board to approach the Synod of 1960 and ask it to explore
the possibilities of dual membership which Nigerian General Conference
considers to be the answer to our problem.”

The Executive Committee of the board decided to call the attention
of Synod to this request, and to ask that because of the urgency of this
matter Synod appoint a committee to report to the Synod of 1961.

B. Recommendation: Synod appoint a study committee to report to
the Synod of 1961. (See Art. 172, V) -—Adopted

(Foreign Missions Matters continued in Art. 142.)

ARTICLE 136

The Adwsory Committee on Church Order, No. 1, Rev. T. Hofman
reporting, cf. Arts. 64, 71, presents the following:

PARTICULAR SYNODS
A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 31; Overtures Nos. 6, 14, 18, 21, 24

33, 57, 64, 65, and 72; Printed Appeal No. 7. (See Supplement No 315
Prmtcd Appeal No. 7)

B. Elucidation:

In considering the report of the Study Committee for Partlcular Synods
and the overtures which have been presented to this Synod with respect
to the matter, your Advisory Committee is faced with a problem of inter-
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preting the actions of the Synod of 1957 and Synod of 1959. There is a
difference of opinion with respect to the implication of the 1957 decision
that “Synod take steps for the establishment of particular synods” since
some consider this to mean a step in the direction of particular synods at
some future date, whereas others are of the opinion that this is a more
binding commitment.

At the Synod of 1959, overtures were presented agamst the decision of
1957. These overtures were placed in the hands of an advisory committee,
which committee recommended that Synod should not accede to the over-
tures which requested that Synod reconsider or postpone indefinitely the
introduction of particular synods, This advice was rejected by Synod, by
‘which decision Synod nelther acceded to nor rejected the overtures in
question.

At a later session, Synod committed the Study Committee’s plan to the
a later session, Synod committed the plan of the Study Committee to the
consistories for study for one year. It will be helpful to note the exact
decision. “Synod, in the spirit of Overtures Nos. 11, 23, and 45, present
ithe study committee’s plan for particular synods to the consistories for
study for. one year” (Acts of Synod, 1959, Article 172). It is difficult to
say what may be implied by the words “in the spirit of Overtures Nos.
11, 23, and 45” and that especially because Overture No. 11 asks for
reconsideration of the decision of 1957, charging that the need for partic-
ular synods has not been established and that the practicality of the same
is open to question, and Overtures Nos. 23 and 45 request postponement
for at least a year to study the plan in one case, and a withholding of final
‘decision on the matter of regional synods for one year in the other, again
for study purposes. We note a basic difference in the spirit of these
overtures. o

We also note that Synod continued the committee that it might, among
other’ things, receive the reactions of the consistories “and pursue the
study of this matter,” by implication, the plan submitted to the consis-
‘tories (Article 172, 1 B, 2). It therefore becomes clear that Synod of
1959 did not deal with the contents of the overtures which asked in-
definite postponement of particular synods or reconsideration of the deci-
sion of 1957.

C. Summary of Overtures:

Ten new overtures are now before this Synod. Only one of them (No.
14) suggests a change in the plan for regional synods submitted by the
Study Committee. Three overtures favor particular synods: two (Nos. 18
and 21) urging that the 1957 decisions be carried forward, and one (No.
24) simply reaﬂ'irming a conviction that we must “move in the direction
of Regional Synods.”

However, the other six overtures all attack not the Study Commlttee s
plan but rather the idea of particular synods, all six asking that Synod
“not institute” or “postpone indefinitely.” Overture No. 6 reminds Synod
of the unanswered objections to particular synods raised by five 1959
‘overtures. Overtures Nos. 33, 57, 64, 65, 72 all attempt in one way or
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another to refute the 1957 grounds for particular synods, challengmg thelr
necessity, their desirability, and their feasibility. , ,
D. Recommendations: :

1. That the institution of particular synods be postponed..

Grounds:

. a. The necessity, desirability, and feasibility of parucular synods at thzs
tzme have not been sufficiently demonstrated.

. The grounds given in 1957 for particular synods have not been con-
v1ncmg to many of the churches as demonstrated by the. many overtures
in 1959 and this year challenging those grounds.

c. It would be unwise to try to impose particular synods upon the
churches until more receptivity toward them is evidenced. = —Adopied
:2. That Synod recognize the detailed plan of the Study Committee as
being worthy of further consideration at some future date...(See Supple-

" ment No. 31) ; ‘ -—Adopted
3. That Synod dlscharge the Study ‘Committee and thank them heartily
for their work. - .—Adopted

© 4, That Synod refer to the Board of Home MlSSI.OIlS Overture No. 8,
‘11, B of 1959 Synod for study and report to the Synod of 1961.° (Thls
overture asks for 2 measure of decentralization for home mlssxons w1th1n
- our present ecclesmstmal framework ) -
' Grounds:

a. This overture was referred to the Study Committee on particular
synods in 1959, but the committee refers it bax;k to Synod. (See Supple-
_ment No. 31)

b. The Board of Home Missions s the body best quahﬁed to study the
merits of the plan presented by Classis Wisconsin. . —Adopted

- 5. That Synod declare the above decisions to constitute its answer to
‘Overtures Nos. 6, 14, 18, 21, 24, 33, 57, 64, 65, and 72 and Printed Ap-
peal No. 7. .. , —Adopted
. ARTICLE 137 " :

Synod adjourns and Elder P. Mulder closes with prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 18; 1960
"~ Twenty-second Session

ARTICLE 138

Pre51dent T C. Van Kooten calls the meetitg to order Rev. W.
Buursma announces Psalter Hymnal No. 410:1,4,5; reads Psalm 116
- verse 12ff., and leads in 1 prayer.

ARTICLE 139

Roll call is taken and all delegates are present except Elders J. Ykema
of Classis Hackensack, and S. C. Waterdrinker of Toronto. The following
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delegates have returned to replace their alternates: Révs. H. Vander
Ark, A. E. Rozendal, P. Holtrop and N. L. Veltman; and Elders H

‘Brmks, and E. Vanden Brink. .

S ARTIGLE 140
The minutes of Friday, June 17, are read and approved. .

ARTICLE 141

The Advisory Committee on Varia, No. 1, Rev. H. Petersen reportmg,
cf. Arts. 57,72, presents the following:

THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE oF NORTHERN NIGERIA
A. Materials: : ‘ . S C
1. Agenda Report Nos. 27, 27-A. (See Supplements Nos. 27, 27-A)‘
2. Printed Appeals Nos. 3 and 4. ' g
_ 3. Overtures Nos. 26, 28, 31, 37, 38, 42, 48, 52, 54 59 71
B Analysis:

The material in Agenda Report No. 27 contains decisions of the’ Board
of Foreign Missions in matters pertaining to the TCNN. The board ap-
proved the establishment of a two-year pre-seminary course at’ Lupwe
and interpreted this course as a step toward the establishment of a Re-
formed Theological Seminary and as in harmony with the decision of
Synod of 1959 (Acts, Art. 115, p. 47). The board also decided to heed
the request of the Nigerian ‘General Conference to establish a special
gift fund for TCNN, and interpreted this to be in harmony with the de-
cision of Synod of 1958 (A4cts, p. 60, 3). Finally, the board also de-
cided to approve the decision of the ngenan Genera] Conference to give
subsidy to students in training for religious leadership, “with the under-
standing that TCNN students will be supported unti] a Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary has been established.”

The material in Agenda Report No. 27-A contains the ngenan
Géneral Conference’s “Statement on TCNN.” This statement disagrees’
with ‘the board’s interpretation of the setting up of the pre-seminary
course at Lupwe and of other training projects and. says that such action

“should in no way be construed as steps toward an eventual establish-:
ment of a separate seminary in competition with the TCNN.” It further
gives the decision of the Tiv Church Synod of April, 1960 “to continue-
her participation in the TCNN” and her request that the Christian Re-
formed Church “pay her (viz, the Christian Reformed Church’s) pro-
portionate share of the financial support of the TCNN.” ‘It also reaffirms
the position of the Nigerian General Conference re the desirability of a
united Theological Seminary and their decision to adhere to this posmon
The Nigerian General Conference further declares that it “cannot in
good conscience support the founding of a separate seminary in compe-
tition with the TCNN and therefore requests counsel from the home
board.” Taking note of this declaration, the Executive Committee of the
Board ' of Foreign Missions comes to the Synod of 1960 and declares:
“The question now is what action the missionaries, feeling themselves un-
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able to comply with the decision .of 1959, should take... We ask Synod
for its advice.”

Appeal No. 3, from nine members of the Board of Foreign Missions,
protests the decision of the board to establish a special gift fund for
TCNN. Appeal No. 4, from four members of the board, protests the de-
cision of the board which approved the subsidizing of students.

Overture No. 42 asks that TCNN be placed on the list of accredited
causes. Overture No. 54 asks approval of the board’s action to allow
solicitation of funds for TCNN.

Overtures Nos. 26, 28, 31, 48, 52 claim that the decision of the board
to solicit funds for TCNN is contrary to the decision of Synod of 1959.

Overtures Nos. 38 and 71 insist that the decisions of Synod of 1959 be
carried out and say that this is not being done.

Overture No. 59 insists that the board and mission proceed with the
establishment of a Reformed Seminary.

Overture No. 37 asks Synod to address itself to the differences existing
_in the board arising from diverse mterpretatmns of synodical decisions
regarding TCNN.

From these materials it becomes evident that there are three main
points at issue. The first regards Reformed theological training in Ni-
-geria and the impasse created by the stand of the Nigerian General Con-
‘férence on this matter. The second concerns the setting up of a special
gift fund for TCNN and raises the question of the interpretation of the
decisions of Synod of 1958 and 1959 having a bearing on the matter.
The third raises the question of whether the decision of 1959 permits the
board to approve subsidy for students, some of whom will study at
TCNN Your committee addresses itself to these three points in order

C. Reformed Theological Training:

Recommendation: That Synod refer the matter of Section X, Agenda,
Report 27-A, to the full Board of Foreign Missions for cons1derat10n and
“action as soon as possible in the light of the decision of Synod, 1959
(Acts, 1959, Art. 115, p. 47): “Synod instruct the Christian Reformed.
Board of Missions and the Nigerian General Conference to maintain
and develop the Reformed Pastors’ Training program in Nigeria with a
view to hopefully establishing a Reformed Theological Seminary.” (See
Supplement No. 27-A, Section X) _ :

Grounds:

1. Nigerian General Conference reqilests counsel from the Board of
Missions but the board has not had time to give the conference the coun-
sel asked.

2. From a comparison of Agenda Report 27, Section VII Educational
Matters, with Nigerian General Conference minute 3161 (Section X,
Agenda Report 27-A) it is apparent that there is a difference of inter-_
pretation between the board and Nigerian General Conference of the
significance and purpose of the two-year pre-seminary course at Lupwe.
The board should first address itself to this difference of interpretation
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before Synod makes decisions on this matter. (See Supplements No. 27,
Section VII, and No. 27-A, Section X) . S ~—Adopted

D. Special Gift Fund for TCNN:

Recommendations:

1. Re the board’s decision to establish a special gift fund for TCNN
(Agenda, 1960, your committee recommends that no such fund be es-
tablished. (See Supplement No. 27) ‘

- Ground: The establishment of such a fund could be construed as con-
stituting official participation in the: TGNN contrary to the decision .of
Synod of 1959 (Art. 110, 1, p. 46). : \ —Adopted

2. Re the request of the Benue Church for aid in meeting her share
of the capital expenses of the TCNN, your committee recommends that
Synod authorize the board to fulfill the promise made to the Benue
church by the Synod of 1958 (A4ects, p. 60, 3) regarding this matter. It
is to be understood, however, that the grantmg of th1s aid is not to be
construed as pa.rt1c1pat10n in the TCNN. .

' Grouna’x

-a. We have 2 moral obhganon to keep our. promlse and the Benue
church is looking for us to keep it.

b. The decision of 1958 (Acts, p. 60, 3) clearly states that such aid-to
the native church does’ not involve us in partn:lpatlon in the TCNN. -
—Adopted-
E. Relzgzous Leadership Training Programs Subsidy:
Nigerian General Conference took the position that “in view of the

churches’” demonstrated inability to pay the cost of the religious leader-

ship training programs, Nigerian General Conference gives the Evange-
lism Department permission to give up to 60% of the cost of each student
in training for religious leadership. Funds are to be taken as available
from the Veenstra Memorial Fund.” The board approved this dec1s1on
of Nigerian General Conference.

Recommendation: That Synod approve the above dec1s10n of the board
in this matter with the understanding, as expressed by the board, “that
TCNN students will be supported unt1l a Reformed Theologlcal Semmary
has been established.”

Grounds

1. Such support is given to the students personally and is not to be
construed as implying our participation in the schools involved.

. 2. The TCNN is the only school at present where the native students
on our Nigerian field can obtain higher theological educatlon
' —-Adopted
F. Recommendation: That Synod declare that the decisions ‘under
C, D, and E above constitute its answer to Appeals Nos. 3 and 4 and
Overtures Nos. 26, 28 31, 37 38, 42, 48, 52, 54, 59, and 71.
... —Adopted
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'ARTICLE 142 « =

The Adwsory Committee on Foreign Missions, Rev. A De Kruyter
reporting, cf. Arts. 79, 85, 89, 130, 135, presents the following: .

' SUDAN
A Educat:onaleztters o SR
1. Material: Agenda Report No. 27. (See. Supplement No. 27) . :

a.. The board-reports: “It was decided to- establish . a-two-year pre-
seminary course at Lupwe. "It. was further: decided that'Rev. Gilbert
Holkeboer shall serve as principal, and that the Regional €hurch Coun-
cil and the Tiv church have equal representation on the committee.”

b Reoommendatwn Synod approve the work of the board. © -
: : : '-——Adopted

‘2. Materwl Agenda Report No. 27 (See Supplement No 27)

a. The board reports: “It was decided to approve the estabhshment of
the Tiv Bible School. The following grounds were offered and these also
indicate what the nature of the school will be: (a) There is'a crying
need for trained Bible schiool teachers to carry on the eva.ngehstm ‘work
‘of the Tiv Church, (b) The establishment: of this Bible school will con-
tribute effectively to the promotion' of the' central task:.of: missions, the
transmission of the gospel. -(c) While considerable Bible school work .is
being carrled on in the Fastern Province, this has been neglected in the
Tiv area.’

b Reaommendatzon Synod approve the work of the board :
. mAdo [Jtea'
| Forelgn M1ss1ons Matters contmued in Art 164) Lo

ARTIGLE 143

The Adwsory Committee on Home Missions, Rev E L Shuart re--
portmg, cf. Arts. 92, 95, presents the followmg : :

Recommendatzans

1..That the name of/Rev Marvm C Baarman be added to the noml-‘
nation of the Home Missions Committee. (See Supplement No. 6). (See
Art. 153) —Adoptea’

2. That Synod approve the following nomination for Executive Secre-
tary of Home Missions: Rev. M. C. Baarman, Rev. H. Dekker, Rev H.
Hoekstra and Rev. C. Schemper. (See Supplement No. 6)

Synod decides to_enter into execunve session for the con51derat10n of
this nomination, (See Art. 153) ' —Adopted

.. (Home Missions Matters continued in Art. 153)

. ARTICLE ‘144 N o
Synod ad]ourns and Elder R, A, Kromminga leads in cIosmg prayer.
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s SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 18 1960 .
SRR Twenty-thlrd Sessmn ' -
‘ ' ' ARTICLE 14-5 '
President T. C. Van Kooten calls Synod to order. Rev. J Olthoﬂ'
announces Psalter Hymnal No. 435:1, 3; and’ leads in prayer RN
O ARTICLE 146 l;
' Elections are held and the followmg results are announced o
1. Christian Reformed Board of Home Mzmons (See Art 172)
Eastern U.S.A. — Fred Steen; John Hamersma as alternate '
. Eastern Canada — J. Joosse, Sr. as alternate
"Western Canada — J. Stad as alternate.
2. Ministers Pension and Relief Administration — Nelson Gntter (See

“Art. 172)

ARTICLE 147 ' R
Bowness-Montgomery, ‘Alberta; asks' Synod through its counselor, Rev.
P. J. Hoekstra, that approval be given to place:the name’ of Rev. H.
Vander Wey (Gereformeerde Kerken) on nomination.’ The synodical
examiners having refused to give such approval on previous occaswns,
‘the consistory now appeals to Synod. -
Synod decides not to grant the request since Rev H, Vander Wey Is
beyond the age limit set by synodical rule, o :

ARTICLE 148 - - . 0L
The Adwsory Budget Committee, Mr. J.-La' Grand L epor tmg, presents
the following:

.I PRIVILEGE oF THE FLOOR

We request that Synod grant the privilege of the ﬂoor to Mr Wllham
Boer, chairman of the Special Advisory and Asswtlng Budge’c Committee,

‘on matters pertaining to this committee: © —Adopted

I1. Tue Bupcer CoMMITTEE or SyNob REGOMMENDS THE FOLLOWING
Causes ror Our SUPPORT As OUTLINED!
A. Denominational Causes for One or More O ﬂ'ermgs
1. Back to God Radlo Program

These supplementary funds are not to be used for telev1s10n as.was the
case last year, but rather for additional NBQ and other expenditures not
originally contemplated, especially to hold our “spots” in the networks

2. Synodical Tract Committee (Back to God Tract) . :

. 3. Korean Material Relief - Grand Raplds Deacons’ Conference
4. Korean Spmtual Relief - .
5. Soldiers’ Fund sponsored by Home Missions Commlttee

6. Sponsorship of Foreign Students, preparmg for the mmlstry at Cal-
vin College or Seminary. , . ;
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7. Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions- (for above-quota
needs for Cuba, Indonesia, Formosa, Korea, and other fields not included
in the adopted quota for Indian and Foreign Missions. ) —Adopted

. Denominational GCauses Recommended for Support

. Christian Reformed Resettlement Service - .
. Canadian Relief Fund - Canadian churches only .
Christian Seamen’s and Immigrants’ Home _—Adopted

. Denommatzonally Related Youth Causes

. Young Calvinist Federation of North Amenca 3
. Young Calvinist Servicemen’s Fund -
Calvinist Cadet Corps o ' —Adopted

SRRl .ww'—bd

ITI. Causes RECOMMENDED FOR FINANGIAL SUPPORT |

A. Benevolent Causes
1. Bethany Christian Hormne o
2. Bethesda Hospital (Please note new name recently adopted)
_*3. Christian Sanatorium at Goffle Hill . .
4. Christian School Employees’ Relief Fund.
4.5, Elim Christian Training School - :
6. Pine Rest Christian Association - = - —Adopted
' B. Educational Causes o ' S B
1. Dordt College
2. National Union of Christian Schools (General Fund)
- 3. Reformed Bible Institute
4. Trinity College
5. National Union of Christian Schools (Educational Foundatlon)
6. Westmmster Seminary —Adopted~

C.\ Evangelzstzc Causes : ‘ o
‘Faith, Prayer and Tract League —Adopted

D. Miscellaneous Causes

American Bible Society (U.S. Churches only)

Canadian Bible Somety (Canadian Churches only).

. Lord’s Day Alliance in U.S. (U.S. Churches only) .

. Lord’s Day Alliance in Canada (Canadian Ghurches only)

. World Home Bible League A

. The Gideons (For Bible Distribution only)

. American Calvinistic Fellowship. (Formerly Calv1mst1c Actlon) (See
Supplement No.12) =

8. “Financially weak member churches of the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod ” This fund enables these weaker churches to maintain Reformed
felIowshlp with us at Ecumenical Synods, etc. ,

- 9. National Christian Association - . . ~ —Adopted

{Budget matters continued in Art, 154)

N oL 000 b



Acts or Synobp, 1960 85

ARTICLE 149 L
. Synod adjourns and Elder J. La Grand leads in the closing prayer.

' MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 20, 1960
\Twcnty-fourth Session

ARTICLE 150
The President, Rev. T. C. Van Kooten, calls the meeting to order
Rev. R. Haan announces Psalter Hymnal Number 49, reads from Psalm
25, and offers the openmg prayer. ' :

ARTICLE 151 ,
Roll call is held. The following members are absent: Revs B, J. Haan
and C. Vander Ark; and Elders G. Hannink, Dr. P. Berkhout, J. Ykema,
J. Kuipers, M. Ten Hove, Dr. F. Westendorp, H. Pominer, J. Betten,
S. C. Waterdrinker, R. Heemsbergen and J. F. Van Someren. Rev. T.
Van Eerden has returned to replace his alternate, and Rev. J. Ribbens
has returned as the alternate for Rev. T. Yff. Elder H. Schierneek is
present for Dr. M. Posthuma (Classis Cadillac); Elder G. Klinge for
Elder E. Vanden Brink (Classis Holland), and Elder J. Koop for Elder
J. Warners (Classis Grandville). The last three alternate delegates
present for the first time, arise and express their agreement with the

“Public Declaration of Agreement with the Threé Forms. of Unity.”

| .~ ARTICLE 132 '
The minutes of Saturday, June 18, are read and _approyed,

ARTICLE 153 .

The Pres1dent announces that Rev. M. C. Baarman was elected as
Executive Secretary of Home M1ss1ons Rev. H. Hoekstra. s elected as
alternate. (See Art. 143) ‘

. ARTICLE 154 ’
The Adv1sory Committee on Budget, Mr. J. La Grand reportmg, cf
Art. 148, resumes its report;

I. RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING DENOMINATIONAL BUDGET-QUOTAS
A. Back to God Hour (See Supplement No. 21)
1. Materials:

a. Agenda Report No. 21, including a tentative budget for 1961,
financial statement for period January 1, 1959, to December 31, 1959
and Back to God Building Fund financial report for 1959.

" b. Auditor’s report by W. M. Wagner and Company.

c. Report by Special ‘Advisory Budget Committee recommendlng $8
as the board requested.

2. Recommendation: The Back to God Hour be granted a quota of
$7.75 per family for the year 1961. S ; S
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Grounds:

a. They are ‘deﬁ'nite]y faced with increased broa'dcésfixig costs, and
‘have operated on a $7.25 budget since 1958,

b. Our recommendatlon 1s substantxally m lme w1th the board’s re-
quest, o —Adopted

B. Calvin College and Semmary (See Supplement No. 20)

1. Materials:

“a. Agenda Report No. 20. (Also later report covering - tu1t10n rates) 3
" b. Report by Special Advisory Budget Committee.

¢. Auditor’s report by Kauffman, Hungerford ‘and Company

d. Financial reports and proposed budget. :
- ‘2 Récommendation: Calvin Gol]ege and Semmary be granted the TE-

7 quested quota of $15 per famﬂy for the year 1961.

‘Ground: This is the same quota. as was granted for 1960, and covers
the actual operating budget, only. Note: Last year the quota .was in-
creased from $14 to $15 and the one dollar increase, was used solely to
increase:salaries of mstructmg personnel. . - . —Adoptedi

B C Canadian Imngmtzon Commn‘tee (See Supplement No 38)
1. Materials:
a. Acts of. Synad 1959 Art 157 Oveltures Nos 13 46 and 62

b. Report by Special Advisory Budget Committee. (“It is our opinion
that the Canadian churches, based on the number of families, are able

to carry this $13,125 budget “for this agency.”) (See Supplement No. 42)

c. Financial report for 1959 prepared by Tarrancem and Read,
auditor. ‘

d.'Report of the Imrmgratlon Commlttee for Ganada requestmg a de-

nominational quota of 25 cents per family.

2. Recommendation: Synod grant a denominational quota of 20 cents
per family for the Canadian Immigration Fund. ,

Grounds:

a.. The office of the Immigration Committee of the Christian Re~
formed Church of Canada is an office of our denomination for Canada
and the Committee is appointed by Synod.

b. The Canadian classes have all levied 75 cents to $1 per fatmly
quotas and this was supposed to be supplemented by gifts from the U:S.
diaconates. The supplementary gifts have been: very dlsappomtmg

c. The increasing prosperity in Canada after then‘ recent recession
will undoubtedly cause a larger influx of 1mm1grants — causing increased
démands on the central office of our denomination in Trenton, Ontario.
The Netherlands government, faced with the constant problem of over-
popula.tlon is eager to ‘encourage a steady flow of emlgrants and we- must
remain ready should such an influx eventuate, - ==+ .+ o ~ ‘
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s dv All other denominations have men actively at work — we simply
cannot have this activity curtailed. Their budget as submitted’ calls for

an expenditure in 1961 of $13,125. o —Adopted
e, Synod declares that this action is its answer to Overtures Nos. 13,
46, and 62. . . —A.dopted.
D. Church Help Fund, Inc. (See supplement No. 18) '
1. Materials:

a. Agenda Report No. 18 plus statement of assets.
b. Conference with special advisory budget committee. ,
¢ Auditor’s report by Cora M. Hilfer - Yowa License No. 58:;

2. Information: Synod of 1959 récommended the elimination of the
quota for the Church Help Fund and that. it begin operations as'a “re-
‘volving fund,” all monies repaid being made available for newloans.
This seems to be working out satisfactorily. (Note: There is a small over-
head . of approximately $2,500 which is not budgeted) The Acts of
Synod, 1939 state at the bottom of page 96, “The Synodical Advisory
Committee on Budget can easily show that if all loans made in 1960 and
thereafter bear interest at the rate of 2%. per annum, the fund would
grow appreciably, the fund could sustain the’ mcreased demands of a
growing denomination and the borrowmg church would have an in-
centive for speedy loan repayment.”.

-8 Recommendatwn No Quota is recommended for 1961, ,
, —Adopted
E Fund ]‘01 Needy Churches (See Supplement No 28)

1. Materials:

a. Agenda Report. No. 28 w1th attached schedule of subsidy payments
made during the year 1959. '

b. Auditor’s report from Herman Dykema, Jr., of Chlcago, Tllinois (to-
, gether with surety bond) .
¢ Report by Special Advisory Budget Committee. This fund is now
handled by a new separate committee appointed by Synod of 1959 (. Acts
of Synod, p. 236, Supplement No. 13). Since this committee has operated
only during 1960 we recommend a quota of $5.25 for 1961 (same as
last year) and check their operation again next year. .

2. Recommendation: Committee recommends a quota of $5. 25

Ground: This fund is now handled by a new separate committee ap-
pointed by Synod of 1959. Since this committee has operated only dur-
ing 1960 we recommend a quota of $5.25 for 1961 and check their
Opel‘atlon again next year. —-Adopted
: F. Home Missions. Evangelism and Church extension in Canada
and tl)le United States (with Jewish missions included). (See Supplement
No. 6

1. Materials: . .

a. Auditor’s, report coverlng 1959, by Peter B, Vander Meer, CPA.

_b.. Proposed budget for 1961 requesting $18.09 quota.
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c. Standmg Advisory Budget Committee’s report recommendmg $17 20 .

quota allotment.

2. Recommendation: Quota of $17 20, (Thls mcIudes 33 cents for

Jewish Missions.) © —Adopted
G. Indian and Foreign Missions. (See Supplement Nos. 27, 27-A)
1. Materials: - ' ' o

. Balance sheet - Auditor’s statement from Arie Verhey

. Pension and Relief Report - Arie Verhey

. Special gifts - Plant and Annuity Funds - Arle Verhey :

. Surnmaries - Budgets of 1959

. Letter with Budget Comparisons

Report of Standing- Advisory Budget: Committee ($17.50)

2. Recommendation: Quota of $17.25 per family.

. Ground: This is in substantial agreement with the recommendation of
the Standing Advisory Budget Committee. ‘ —Adopted

3.. Note: We espeaally 2dd a word of commendation to our board for
its contaned efforts to get churches to “call” their own missionaries and
thus to take on part of this burden beyond the regular quota, We note
that over $330,000 per year is raised in this manner. )

H. The Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration

1. Materials: (See Supplements Nos. 29, 29-A)

a. Agenda Report Nos. 29 and 29-A 1nc1ud1ng tentative budget for
1961 and financial statements. ,

b. Audit by Maihofer, Moore and De Long.

c. Report by Standmg Advisory Budget Committee.

2. Recommendation: That request for a quota of $6.50 be granted,

. Ground: This is the same as last year, and with pensions constantly

increasing this amount will be needed for the fund to “hold its own.”
. —Adopted

:-M'ﬁ Ao o

. L. Synodical Expense Fund (See also Art. 155)

1. Materials:

a. Financial Report, July 23, 1959 to December 31, 1959

b. Letter from synodical treasurer indicating' antlapated expenditures
in 1961, and loan in amount of $10,000 in 1959 to meet expenses ,

c. Gonference with Stated Clerk.

- d. Report of Standing Advisory Budcret Committee. :

.e. Additional loan'of $5,000 to meet expenses of 1960 Synod

2. Recommendations: ’

a. Synodical Expense Fund be granted the requested quota of $1 25
per family for 1961. (See Art. 167, I, C, 5)

Grounds:

(1) Itis evident that increased costs make this necessary.

(2) This is in agreement thh the report of the Standmg Advisory
Budget Committee. v —Adopted
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b. It is recommended that in accordance with Agenda Report No. 16
we grant the General Secretary of the Ecumenical Synod an honorarium
of $500 per annum until the 1963 Ecumemcal Synod (See Supplerment
No. 16) : —Adopted

c. The Budget Committee agrees w1th the recornmendatmn of . the
Standing Advisory Budget Committee that the mileage allowance. for
synodical delegates, examiners, and committee members be increased from
6 to 7 cents per mile for 1961, effective January 1,1961. . —Adopted

J. Ecumenical Synod Expense Fund
1. Materials: -

a. Report of Special Advisory Budget Committee
b. Conference with Stated Clerk

2. Recommendation: The Budget Committee feels there will not be
enough in the regular Ecumenical Synod Expense Fund and recommends
a quota of 20 cents per family. ~ —Adopted

K. A United Missions Fund. (See Supplement No. 42)

1. Material: A proposal to the Synod of 1960, as submitted by the
Standmg Advisory Budget Committee, for a unified appeal to our con-
stituency regarding “Above Quota” requirements for mission causes.

. 2. Recommendation: Your advisory budget committee concurs in the
request “That Synod appoint a committee to study the feasibility and
advisability to make appeal to our people for ‘above quota’ needs under
one fund.” It will undoubtedly consider members of the present boards

‘in both Home and Foreign Missions and Back to God Hour and the

chairman, Mr. William H. Boer, of the Standing Aidvisory Budget Com-
mittee. This comm1ttee w111 report in 1961. (See Art, 172 V)

Grounds:
- a. It has happened in the past. that Synod has approved .certain ex-
panding of work but has not allotted funds to cover it. :

b. As each of these larger funds requests permission to appomt 1ts
own promotlonal man” there will undoubtedly be competltlon in our

circles for the “same money.”

c. Our committee is concerned about constantly increasing the budget.
This fund should enable us to “hold the line” on budgets and to sohc1t
actively those who may be better able to give.

d. Your committee especmlly likes ‘the idea of having a special day
such as Pentecost for an “outpouring of gifts” even as there was an out-
pouring of the Spirit. There will be those who say that this will substitute
one. collection where there have been three before and thus we will re-

ceive only one-third the money. Surely the merits of this fund outweigh

these smaller criticisms. " —Adopted

I1. ArreaL oF Rev. H. D Rooy RE DELAYED PARTICIPATION IN THE
MinisTERs’ PENsION FunD (Seé Supplements Nos. 29-A, 42)
A. Materials:
1. The negative answer of the Board of the mesters Pension and
Relief Fund. They also question whether the appeal is “legally” before

/
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us as the appeal was addressed to the committee in charge of revision of
rules.

2, “A Plea to Synod in re Appeal of Rev. De Rooy as subrmtted by
the Standing Advisory Budget Committee.

‘B. Synopm ‘Rev. De Rooy did not signify his intention of becoming
a participant in this fund during the first year of ministerial service as
the fund now requires. He was warned that failure to do this would bar
his ‘participation later. After four years in the ministry he sees his mistake
and wishes to pay up “arrearages” and be in good standing.

C. Recommendation: Your Budget Committee recommends that the
plea of Rev. De Rooy be sustained and that he be admitted as a member
of the Christian Reformed Ministers’ Pension and Rehef Fund provided
he pays all arrearages plus 6% simple interest.

Grounds: -
‘1. The spirit of the Church Order demands it. \
2. Only four years have elapsed since his ordination and he has a long
life expectancy before him. Therefore the fund will sustain no. damage.
, —Adopted
3. Synod declare that this should not be considered 2 precedent and

every such case in the future should be considered on its own merits. -
, . —Adopted

III CENTENNXAL MEMORIAL BUILDING Funp DEFIGIT _(See Supplement
No. 20y

'A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20 of the Board of Trustees of Ca.Ivm
College and Seminary. -

“B. Centennial Memorial Seminary Building Fund., With respect to
the Memorial Seminary Building Fund, the board finds it necessary to
notify Synod that the Centennial Memorial Seminary Building Fund is
approximately $82,000 short of the amount necessary for bulldmg con-
struction.

“In view of the above shortage the board suggests that this amount bé
raised by a Special Synodlcal Quota or a Special Memonal Semmary
offermg in the churches.”

" B. Recommendation: Your committee recommends to Synod that
rather than have an extra $2 special quota item which would be necessary
to raise this amount that .we recommend to all the churches that they
. have a special collection (or collectmns) That these be collected prefera-
bly before December 31, 1960, aiming to collect $2 or more per family so
that this project which is of such great interest to all of our denomina-
tion may be fully paid for. This project is committed to the synodical
committee for action. —Adopted

IV MovING- EXPENSES OF MINISTDRS

A. Material: Overture No. 55

- B. Recommendation: Your Budget Commlttee recommends that we
reject this'overture. S : L
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Grounds:

- 1. Thisis in the province of the local church.

" 2. It'would add local expenses to our denommatlonal budget increas-
ing the total denominational quota. :

3. There would be a tendency to increase expenses if this is made re-
payable from a denominational fund.” —Adopted

V AUDITING PrOGEDURES - BACK TO Gop Hour
A. Material: Request.of the Standing Advisory Budget Committee.
(See Supplement No. 42)

“Your Standing Synodlcal Advisory Budget Committee. recommends
to your body the adoption of the following recommendations made by
the firm of Certified Public Accountants, Wynn M. Wagner & Co., in
their covering letter accompanymg the audit report for the year ended

' December 31, 1959.

“Concerning mternal control:

“l. The receipts that-are issued to contributors should be prenumbered
at the time that they are printed. These prenumbered receipts should
then be issued for every item of cash received and in the order that the

_ 1tems are listed on the remxttance sheets.

“2. The remittance sheets should bear both sngnatures of the individu-
als counting and listing the cash receipts.

* 3, The mail should be plcked up from the post office each mormng by
two individuals.” el
B. Recommendation: That Synod accede to this request. '

" Ground: The rules noted are in effect in all large, well-or'gé;mzed busi-
nesses and will facilitate proper auditing procedure. = —Adopted

VI. TRaANSFER OF Funps — ForeweN MissioNs To SPONSORSHIP OF
. FOREIGN STUDENTS

‘A. Material: The committee has been advised that an.amount of
$1,668.68 was sent by Classis Hudson during 1956-1957-1958-1959 to the
Foreign Missions Board that should have been sent to the fund for “Spon-
sorship of Foreign Students.” ‘

B. Recommendation: We recommend that the busmess manager be
authorized to transfer this money to the Sponsorsh1p of Forexgn Students
fund. ~—Adopted

VIL.. REPORT oF BOARD OF TRUSTEES, CarviN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY,
RE-TUITION RATES AND SALARIES

| " A.Material: Report of Board of Trustees of Calvm College and Semx- ‘
nary, Agenda Report No. 20-A. (See Supplement No. 20-A)-

. The board adopted the following semester tultlon rates - and seeks
Synods approval: : P

. 1.. For the college:
Non-Christian Reformed raised from $275 to $305
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\

Christian Reformed students:

Grand Rapids, $205 to $235 (the term Grand Rapids means w1thm
10 miles of the. campus) ; within 300 miles, $175 to $185; within 1,000
miles, $145 to $155; over 1,000 miles, $105 to $115.

. 2. For the seminary: ;

‘Students 11vmg in Mlchlgan WlSCOTlSLﬂ, Illinois, Indlana and Ohio,
and the province of Ontario, $45.

Students living in areas between the above states and Montana,
Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico, and the provmces of Mamtoba
and Quebec, $30.

'Students living in and beyond Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, and New
Mexico or beyond Manitoba and Quebec, $15. -

3. The Board of Trustees adopted an increase of $100 in the base pay
of the faculty of the college and seminary. All members of 'the faculty
eligible for an increment were recommended for such an increase for the
next fiscal year. This needs Synod’s approval.. ' »

B. Recommendatzon That we approve and receive this as information.

: —Adopted

VIII. REQUEST OF BoArp oF INDIAN AND ForEIGN MissIONs To SPEND
OrpEraTING FUNDS ON HAND AND SPECIAL GIFTS Funps ON, HAND
(See Supplement No. 27) '
A. Material: Letter from the board requesting Synod’s approval on:

1. Permission to spend from funds on hand for the current year 1960
the sum of $99,688.

2. Permission to receive and spend additional funds for capital im-
. provements to'the amotint of $101,517.20.

B. Recommendation: The Standmg Advisory Budget Committee and
Synod’s Advisory Budget Committee concur to accede to the board’s re-

quest. oo o—Adopted
IX. REVISED RULES FOR GHURGH Herp Funp, ING (See Supplement
No. 42) -~ y
" A. Materials:

1. Acts of Synod, 1959, Art. 173, C, 2, p. 96
2, Agenda Report No. 42

B. Recommendation: That Synod adopt the rev1sed rules as proposed
by the Spec1a1 Advxsory Budget Gomrmttee and Church Help Fund, Inc.
: w——Ado_pted

X. CHANGE IN ACCOUNTING SYSTEM OF BOARD OF FOREIGN MissIoNs
S0 THAT RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS BE ADMINISTERED FROM A
SiveLE Funp NN S

- A, Materials:
1. Acts of Synod, 1959, VIII, p. 56-B, 4

2. Report by Spema.l Advxsory Budget Gommlttee (See Supplement
No. 42)
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B. Recommendation: That Synod grant permission to change the ac-
counting system so that all receipts and disbursements be admmlstered
from a single fund.

Grounds: . \
" 1. ‘This will provide opportunity for the board to use extra funds wh1ch
‘may accumulate in one fund to offset the deficit in another.

2. This will simplify the.presentation of finance to board and Synod,
and thereby remove the current confusion. This has been repeatedly re-
quested by the last several Synods.

- 8. Capltal expenditures will be more tightly controlled by budgeting.
4. This is urgently recommended by our aud1tors I —Adopted

XI. REMUNERATION OF SYNODICAL OFFIGERS OF THE SYNOD"OF 1960

N Recommendatzon The committee recommends that the same amounts
be given as in 1939. 7 :
A. First Clerk, $100
B. Second Clerk, $50 '
o Transportation Secretary, Mr. A, H. Andnese, $50
D. Mr. Lester Ippel, Afrangements Commlttee $100
E. Synodical Treasurer $500 : o —Aa'oj)tea'

XII SPECIAL ADVISORY BupGET COMMITTEE L

Recommendation: ‘Synod thank the members of the Spe<:1a1 Advisory
Budget Committee, namely, Messrs, William Boer, Frank: Dieleman,
George Kamp, and George Wieland, for their Iabors .in our behalf.

: : . —Adopted
XIII. Soxer CHRISTIAN ScHOOL - Japan (See Supplement No. 27-A)

A, Material: Request for aid for Sokei Christian School in Japan

B. Recommendation: The Board of Foreign Missions.'be authorized
to place Sokei Christian School on a special gifts basis for the period of
one year. Any surplus of funds that might be received over the $10, 000
total mentioned last -year is to be glven to the general fund of Indlan
and Foreign Missions.

- Ground: We questlon whether such action was warranted but when_
we mentioned $10,000 as a goal in our last year's: statement, this school
promptly counted on it” and borrowed and spent funds accordmgly

o : L ,—Aa'opted

XIV WorLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED GI—IURCHES REQUEST

- A. Material: Letter dated April 8, 1960, to Stated Clerk of Syhod. )

B. Information: This alliance seeks financial assistance to help the
Reformed Church of France to employ a former Roman Catholic priest
‘to occupy a special chair at the Reformed Theologlcal Semmary at Mont-
pelier, France.
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C. Recommendation: That Synod do not grant thls request
Grounds: T o

1. It is not recommended by our Standing Special Advxsory Budget
Committee.

2. We cannot add all “worthy causes” to our list, which is already
long. R . , L —Adopted

XV ReQUEST oF BoArD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

" A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27 (See Supplement No. 27)

B. Information: Permission is asked to employ “a full-time. layman
charged with the duties of implementing a public information service.’

C. Recommendation: That we approve the request but with the un-
derstanding it be for one year. -

Ground: Your Budget Committee realizes thls work must proceed
during 1961. However, this position may be incorporated into the work
of the “United Missions Fund” should the recommendation of your
Standing Advisory Budget Committee be adopted (See Art. 154, K.)
(See Supplement No. 42) - S
. Synod deczdes to withhold action

XVI. AnsweriNg OVeErRTURE No. 31 or. 1959 (GI—IURCI—I HELP FUND -
. AMENDING THE RULES) ; ,

Recommendatzon Your Advisory Budget Committee concurs with the
decision made by the Church Help Fund Committee and the Standing
Special Advisory Committee of Synod - that this overture be re]ected

Grounds:

1. The ‘Church Help Fund cannot carry additional demands upon it,
unless’ augmented by annual quotas, Revolving funds available are
thought to be just sufficient to make loans to churches in real need, and
insufficient to assist otherwise ﬁnancxally able churches in mission en-
deavors.

2. The waiting period of one to two years constitutes no handicap
provided there is proper planning. Local churches very seldom decide
‘on a mission program, then rush in at once to buy land and buildings.
Actua.lly, a waiting period is often desirable to guard against unsound
conclusions, due to hasty actions. Local mission programs are usually
begun in neighboring schools, local halls, or even in private homes. Ac-
cordingly, where: proper planning is in evidence, the waiting ' penod is
of little consequence. !

3. Synod should, in general, dlscourage ‘Interest free loans for local
mission work. Upon analysis, the annual interest savings per family is
very nominal, and the local congregatmn should be able to carry it
easxly B —mAdo;bted

‘XVII SUBSIDY or $300 PER MoONTIH FOR CaLvix CoLLEGE IN KOREA

. A. Material: Petition of the Korea Theological Semmary and Calvm
College dated Ma.y 17, 1960. .
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B. Recommendation: That Synod withhold action on this request, and
refer it to the Committee for Korean Spiritual:Relief for further study.
Ground: The Standing Advisory Committee - had no opportinity 'to
evaluate this. —Adopted

XVIII REQUEST or CrurcH WORLD SERVICE
“ A. Material: Telegram to the Stated Clerk, dated May 27, 1960, re-
questing special offerings for Chilean earthquake relief.

B. Recommendation: That Synod do.not accede to this request, and
submit the request to the Grand Rapxds Deacons’ Conference for con-
sideration.

Ground: Recogmzed rehef orgamzatlons to whlch our people can con-
tribute if. they 50 desn‘e, are active in affording relief. ' -—Adopted

: ‘ARTICLE 155 U '
A motion is made that Synod request the Standing Advisory Budget
Committee to study ways and ‘means- of reducmg synodlcal travel -ex-
penses A o . —Adopted '
. ARTICLE 156 ‘
Synod adjourns and Elder N Moll closes thh prayer

MONDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 20 1960
: Twenty-fifth Sess:on

ARTICLE 157

Presxdent T C. Van Kooten calls Synod to order and after announc-
mg Psalter Hymnal No. 179:1-3, Rev. L. Tamrmnga leads in prayer. .

Elder H. Hoogerhyde is present as alternate for Mr. J. Ykema (Classis
Hackensack) and expresses agreement with the “Publxc Declaratlon of
Agreement with the Forms of Unity.” :

ARTICLE 158

. The Advisory Committee on Varia, No. 2, ReQ S. Rooy reportmg,
cf Arts 37, 84, présents the following: =~

1. KOREAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF

“ A, Material: Agenda Report No. 23. (See Supplement No. 23)

' B. Information: The Committee for Korean Spiritual Relief was es-
tablished ‘in 1951 to assist churches of the:General Presbyterian Church
of Korea. Aid last year was given in the amount of $900 per month to
the 400 churches, $500 per month to the seminary, and $150 per month
to the Bible school. ‘

" During the period of its existence the committee has worked in con-
junction with the Committee on Material Relief. Since both relief funds
are distributed by a single committee in Korea, the present Spmtual Re-
lief Committee favors the consolidation of the two. o :
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C. History:
1. Synod of 1957: “The Committee for Korean Spmtual Rehef be

continued for the present to supervise the disbursement: of funds recelved
for this cause.

“Grounds:

“a. The committee proposes to inform the Korean Church that we e will
continue to cut down our contributions from year to year and that the
so-called spiritual relief cease at the end of five years.

" “b. Future relationships between the Korean Presbytenan and the
Christian Reformed Churches depend largely on the expériences and
study of the Committee for Korean Spiritual Relief.” (A4cts, 1957, p. 15)

2. ‘Sy"n‘od of 1958: “The Synod instruct the (Spiritual Relief) Com-
mittee, in accordance with its own advice, to cut down the monthly finan-
cial support, with a view to termination of the so-called spiritual relief
by 1962 as proposed in 1957.” (A4ects, 1958, p. 25)

3. Synod:of 1959: “That the Committee. for Korean Splrltua.l Relief
"be, continued and carry on its endeavor to so reduce financial support
that ‘spiritual relief’ may be terminated in due time.” (A4ets, 1959, p. 48)

D. Explanation:

Your committee was somewhat concerned that the decisions of these
previous Synods have not been carried out. The amount of aid for spirit-
ual relief has continued at a constant level since 1957, last year totalling
$18,500 plus administrative costs. A further- compl1cat10n is that during
this period, Korean material relief has been increasing, with the result
that the amount received by the one committee in Korea which dis-

. tributed both funds has been increasing rather than decreasing. Synod
had directed that all spiritual aid (i.e. to the seminary, churches,” and
Bible school) cease by 1962, Your advisory committee judges it would be
disastrous to the Korean Church. and therefore unwise to withdraw the
total amount of aid in one or two years. However, unless there are real
reasons why the action of the previous Synods should be reconsidered,

. aid should be decreased.

E. Recommendations:
1. That the Spiritual Rehef Committee be dissolved at the end of 1961.

Ground: The committee requests that this be done. ‘——Adopted
2. That the work of the Spiritual Relief Committee be transferred to
the Material Relief: Committee. (See Art. 172 V) . - . —Adopted

3. That the Korean Spiritual Relief Committee be instructed to carry
out the decisions of previous Synods (Acts of Synod,.1957, p. 15; 1958,
p--25; 1959, p. 48) to decrease the amount given, and that such be done
durmg this coming year. (See Art. 172, V) S ——Adopted‘

II RELATIONS wWITE THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURGH

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 41 (See Supplement No. 41)

B. Information: The committee on closer relationships with the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Ghurch reports progress. . - S
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Qi) Recommendation: Your advisory commiitee recomimends that
Synod: receive this report as mformatmn and contlnue the committee.
(See' Art. 172, V) . .' Pl '—Adopted

III SUNDAY TRAINING BY THE ARMED FORGES
A. Materials:
...1,, Overture No. 8. L
2. Decision of Synod of: 1959 (Acts, \rt, 99 IV B) e ‘.

3. Letter by the Stated Clerk to the Secretary of Defpnse Mz, Neal
Mc Elroy.

4. Reply from Chaplam William L. Clark in the ) na.me of the Defense
Department. (See Supplement No. 44)

- 5. An artlcle by Roger L. Steenland ‘an oﬁ‘lcer in the Natlonal Guard
"B. History: ™" Co

" Last year; in. response to an overtu:e and a protest re. the problem of Sunday_
training. by the Armed Forces, Synod msttucted the Stated Clerk ;to_register our
protest on this problem with, the Secretary of Defense “In reply .his letter,. the
Stated ' Clerk has recelved a commumcatlon from, ‘the Ghaplam of "the Defense
D'epartment “This commumcatlon is ‘quite ‘infoimative. on - the problem ‘of the'.
protest and defines what the Defense’ Department ‘has done in tbe ‘intérest of the’
moral and'spiritual' welfare of ‘our military personnel. "Specidl reference is ‘made
to. the .problem of trammg on the Sabbathi. - The letter is quoted in part

" “The point you raise in'‘your létter is well takén: "We have been awaré of thlS

problem from the timethe Reserve and National Guard weck-end training pro-
grams ‘were - established. As you perhaps “know; the imilitary -setvices do - not
traditionally train’ troops' on Sunday. In-fact, every:United States mlhtary installas:
tion throughout the world.reduces: its operations on: week-ends. to -2 minimum, .in
consonance with security, to. allow personnel to observe their Sabbath .. . Un-
fortuna,tely, the Reserve and Natlonal Guard training programs cannot be operated
in. our tradmonal rruhtary manner. Reserve and National Guard personnel are
civilians and ‘are ‘primarily dependent on civilian jobs for ‘their’ lxvelzhood "When -
the ' prograny was - established, the - desires and availability ‘of ‘the" pa.!'tJ(:lpants had
to ‘be“considered. The problem of " ttaining -on the Sabbath wast dlsé. considered.
Aftér -careful ‘planning, the program wasiset up ‘to require .only. one week-end.
training period each month. In order to iprovide the persopnel with worship: op-
portunity on the onc Sabbath away from their home churches -chaplains were
assngned to the units; ‘The chaplains are also reserv:sts, fully aware ‘of the problem,
and have established ’ excellent worship programs for tho.se who deslre to. attend

. “It is regrettable that we live in a world where some must stand guard while
others worship. As you will recall ‘from ' history, our forefaghers were faced with.
. this same problem. We realize that any activity which requ1res a person to be’
employed on his Sabbath leaves a great deal to be desired. ‘We are-therefore con-
stantly striving'.to improve our military training: programs and .at the same time.
safeguard the freedoms bequeathed to.us by our forefathers, When circumstances
permit, the military services will be highly pleased to:train Reserve and National
Guard personnel at a time other than on week-ends.”

-C. Recommendations:

“1. That Synod receive the letter from Chapla.m Wﬂham L, Glark as
information. - cil o~ Adopted.
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°2. That Synod advise that more remedial action can and ought to be
accomphshed on the local unit level toward solving the problem of Sun-

day trammg by our mllitary personnel .+ —Adopted

3. That recommendations 1 and 2 consutute our answer to Overture

No 8 of Classis Kalamazoo. Adopted
ARTICLE 159 e

The Advisory Committee on Church Order, No. 1, Rev. T. Hofman
reporting, cf. Arts. 64;°71, presents the following: ;

I. RULEs ror CATLING MINISTERS FroM OTHER DENOMINATIONS
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 3 (See Supplement No. 3) \
B. Eluctdatwn

The mandate of the Study Committee appointed by the Synod of. 1959
was “to formulate the rules guiding the calling of ministers from other
denominations according to articles 5 and 9, Church Order” (Acts 1959,
Art. 187, II, G, 5, [2]). The occasion’ for this mandate to “formulate
the rules” came’ with a problem placed before the Synod of 1959, that
of the difference in the role of synodical examiners in the’ callmg of min-
isters by ‘wayof Article 5’ (where a consnstory calls a minister from an-
other’ denommatlon with. the concurring advice of the synodlcal exam-
iners) and in the admittance of such mmlsters by a classis by way of
Article 9 (also with the concurring advice of the synodical examiners).
The problem lay in this, that the synodical examiners could deny an ad-
mittance under Article 5 if:the need for such admittance was not demon-
strated but were not-called upon to -render advice.as to whether .an'
examination could be held. by a classis under Article 9. Although it was
declared by Synod 1958 that the classes should “take the matter .of need

. . into-dccount™(Acts 1938, Art. 85) the synodical examiners were
given no “jurisdiction in the matter. Synod of 1959 then decided ‘that

“No classis shall proceed fo the admission of a minister by. way of Article
9, Church, Order, until the need of the churches for the services of such
2 minister shall have been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the synod-

ical examiners;ior, in the case of difference of opinion, to-Synod 1tself ”?
(Acts 1959, Art. 187 11, C, 5 [1],/p.:104) :

In the light of this decision of Synod 1959, the report ‘'of the ‘Study
Committee i very difficult. to understand since it omits any reference to
this decision, and Part II of its’ report concerns itself entirely with “the’
question of need,” and asks for regulatlons which are essentially contained
in the regulatmn of Synod 1959, ,

.A. further question arises, as to what the Synod of 1959 really asked .
the Study Committee to do, whether it should produce an additional set
of rules for Article 5 and Article 9 procedure, or whether it should e~
formulate and list the rules already in emstence Note the mandate “to
formulate the rules.” ‘

Moreover, in listing the rules pertaining to Article 5, we find that the
List 1 is incomplete:. E.g., there is. no reference to the ° ‘ander 40 years of
age”, rule with respect to calling of ministers from the Netherlands, or
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to the regulations with respect to colloqumm doctum which' are now in
operatton : :

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod .declare that there is no-need.for" revising the regula-
tions established by previous Synods 'in regard to-calling ministers from
other denominations as regulated by Article 5, Church Order and:the
dehveranoes of Synod in connection w1th the apphcatxon of this article.

: : —Adopted

2. That Synod, reject the recommendatxon of the Study Committee
under I, B.2., to wit: “That ministers called from sister denominations
upon acceptance of the call shaII subrmt toa coIloquxum doctum accord—
ing to the regulatlons now in use.’ ‘

Ground: The regulatlon with' respect to_ colloguium doctum fot 1 min-
isters from sister churchies was formulated by the Synod. of 1956 and
should not be altered except for wewhty reasons. (Actx, 1956, Articles 65,
68 pp. 38, 39) . V—Adoptea'

-3, That the -recommendation of the Study Gommlttee re students
tramed at another seminary be ruled out of order; (I. C. 1, p. 21).

“Ground: This does not pertam to Art1cle 9 iChurch Order. —-Adopted

4. That Synod adopt, in essence, the new regulatlons recornmended by
the Study Comrmittee under I. C. 2. a, b, ¢, and d;with the 'understand-
ing.that these rules shall be reformulated 50, as ftonipcorporate the existing
regulations pertaining to Article 9 (dcts 1958, Art. 85; Acts 1959, Art.
187), and be abbreviated. —Adopted

5. That Synod appoint a committee whose task it shall be to compile
and edit all the ekisting rules, including those adopted in essence by this
Synod, which- have bearing upon thé’calling ‘or: admitting of ministers
from -other: denominations according to Articles 5 and'9 of the Church
Order, reformulating such rules where necessary,.in order.to producé an
easily acceSSzble set of rules, and to suggest addltlonal reaulatlons should
such be judged to be necessary. (See Art.. 172, V)

Grounds: '
- a. There is need for a'set of rules compiled in‘logical order.

b. The listing of regulations presented by . the Commxttee is merely
chronological and is incomplete. " - ‘ —Adopted

6. That Synod draw the attention of the classes and synodical exam-
iers to the rules re admitting ministers from, other denornmatlons ac-
cording to Article 9, Church Order adopted by Synod 1959; to wit: “No
classis shall proceed to the admission of a minister by way of Article 9,
Church Order, until the need of the churches . for the services of such a
minister shall have been’demonstrated tothe satisfaction of the synodical
examiners, or, in the case of dxﬂ"erence of oplmon to Synod itself.” (Aects,
1959, p. 104) oo ; - —Adopted

7. That Synod thank the Study Comnutteé,for.'lts" Jlabors.. ~—Adopted
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II. CaurcH ORrDER REVISION: (See Supplement No. 1) «. - i~ =7

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 1; Overtures Nos 47 66, and 69
B. Elucidation: ‘

~.The Church:Order Revision Committee has presented us with the first
of four sections of a proposed Revised Church Order, in:27 articles; em-
‘bracing the mtroductory matiers and the section on:the offices of the
church. The amount of work involved in the very thorough révision un-
‘dertaken by the committee is the reason for presenting only Articles 1 to
27. The committee. requests tentative approval of these articles as a step
toward attaining the .goal of a sat1sfactory revision and as a vote of con-
fidence with, respect to- the. commmittee’s present, procedure, ;Whlch, ad-
mittedly, does have some new approaches.

‘Having studied each article with care, your Adv1sory Gomn'uttee comes
‘with several suggestions for the consideration of Synod and.of the Study
Committee. Your committee is of the opxmon that Synod should not at
this session make any definitive chariges in the proposed revision, but, that
the changes which might be proposed by Synod should be passed on to
the Study Committéé ‘as official suggestions, to which the committee would
be expected to react in‘its next réport to synod. The publication of these
suggestions in_the Acts of Synod would alert the churches to matters
under cons1derat10n by the Study Gomrmttee

G Recommendatzons e ; P b

1. That Synod . give- tentative approval to the proposed IC’hurch Order
af the Christian Reformed Church.’

Grounds
_’ a. The proposed. rev151on is a very commendable document

b, Tentative approval is a‘significant step toward a final revision.
" ¢. The committee needs:such tentative :approval to give it assurance
with respect to"the acceptabrhty of ‘its present procedure. - -‘—-Adopted

2. That Synod make the foIlowmg suggestions to the Study Comrmttee
with respect to the proposed revision, and that the Study Committee con-
sider these suggestions and report on the same to the Synod of-1961.:

a. The request of Overture No. 66, that topical headings, should be
placed above each article.

b. Article 2: the deletion of the words, ;to —render ser_vlee .s'mcelt‘ls
superﬂuous

¢. Article 3: the deleﬂon of the words and exercxse an as. thls eh.m-
inates the .problem; of a, plural SubJect ‘those, and a smguIar object ‘an
office.”

d. Article- 4- Paragraph a- The readlng as suggested by Classm Gra.nd
Rapids West in Overture No.:69, 1. “In special circumstances the con-
sistory may- submit less: than twice the number -or one name for. each
vacancy, giving reasons for this departure from the rule.” L

. ‘Ground: Thismakes explicit what is implicit.”: =« 1 ..
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Paragraph d. .

(1) The addmon of the concept of callmg, with’ the readmg suggested

as follows:  “After having called the elected brothers o their’ respective

offices and- having announced’ their niames, the consistory shall proceed’
to ordain....”

(2) The deIetmn of “and * thus to read “in the’ pubhc worsh1p serv-
ices with the use of the prescnbed ecclesiastical forms.”

€. Article 5: "The deletion of “as” from “All offlce bearers, on occa-‘
sions as stipulated by . . . .”

. f. .Articles 7, 8, 9, 10 13, 14, 18, and 19 all have references to-the work
of synod.lcal deputles and the words ‘cooperation,” ‘approval,”  “con-
currmg advice” are used with respect to their functlomng We, request
in so far as poss1ble the use of uniform ternnnology, preferably ‘con-
curring advice,” ‘with ¢ approval” as least demrable

g. Article 8:' The inclusion of the’ concept of ¢ rleed” in cons1dermg
the admittance of ministers from other denominiations as laid down by
synodlcal decisions recordéd in Acts, 1959 Artnele 187, II C 45

h. Arucle 10 ¢: Delete the comma in hne 1.

1. Article 11 a. should have a reference to what is found in Article 22,'
thh respect to “vindicate (ing) -sound.doctrine against heresies and er-
rors” as an addition to paragraph 1 or as a second paragraph.

Ground: This'is not the duty .only of ministers who- are also professors .
Article 11 b. Delete everything after ‘“‘and faithfully visiting. the members:
according to-need.” Then add the essence of dertureNo, 69; 2. “The
xmmster, with the elders, shall lead the congregation into proper activities
in reachmg and visiting unbelievers to win them for Christ, especially
those in her own community.” We realize the nece551ty of language
reﬁnement

e Article 16: Delete ‘the words “representmg the congregatlon to ar-
rive at the reading: “The consistory shall provide for the proper support
of its minister(s).”

Ground: The words “repres‘entin'g" the congregation” introduce the
problem of how the-consistory can represent’thé congregation when it
does indeed represent Christ, and this problem should not be mtroducedf
into the Church Order at th15 point. :

k. Articletl8:. Insert “the support of™ resultmg in, The con51story shall
prov1de for the support of a released minister . .,, .’ This should also be.
clarified in Article 19, second paragraph, and Artzcle 20b

L. Art1cle 19: Resolve the evident amb1gu1ty in the, concept “The min-
1ster .i... who has clearly demonstrated that he lacks the. essential quali-
fications . ...~ And further, to con51der “necessary quallﬁcatmns” m the
place of essent1a1 quahﬁcatmns

".m, Article'20b: Amend to read: “A retlred mmlster shall retain .

his official 'conneéction with ‘the -church. which he served last, and thzs
church shall, according to-synodical” regulauons prov1de honorably for
his support and that of his dependents.” : isc..
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Ground: Although all the churches contribute to the support of a re-
tired minister by way of “synodical regulations,” yet the responsibility :for
that support rests with the church where he has “his official connection.”
Article 20c Insert “his.” “Should the reason for his retirement no longer
exist .

n. Art1c1e 22: With the inclusion in Article 11 of “vmdlcate(mg)

sound ‘doctrine . . .” in’the task of the minister of the Word, and the
stipulation that professors are “ministers of the Word who are appomted
as professors of theology . . .,” terminate this article at to train seminary

students for the ministry of the Word.”

o. Article 25: Insert: “from of’flce, -to read, “a specified number of
them shall retire. from office each year.” : C '

p. Artlcle 26

(1) “home’ visitation” 1nstead of “home-v151tat10n” (See Art 1)

(2) Delete everything after ¢ ‘and falthfully visiting the members ac-

cording to need.” "Then add thé essence of Overture No. 69, 3. “They,
with the mlmster(s), shall lead the congregatlon into the proper activities
in reaching and visiting” unbehevers to win them for Christ, ‘especially
those in her own commumty Agam we realize the necessity for language
refinement. . S

q. Article 27: Delete “when cond1t1ons permit.”

Ground: InGalatians 6:10, the words “as we have opportumty per—
tain both to “all men™ and to. “the household of falth” whereas in the
present reading it apphes only to “all men.’ - - ‘

Insert. “,” to read and dxstrlbute monies and other glfts and ‘shall
serve. . . ’.” ' - ——Adopted

3. That Synod contmue the Gommitee on Church Order Revision. (See.
Art. 172, V) -——Adopted’

4 That this constltute our answer to Overtures Nos. 47, 66, 69. .
— Ado pted
: (|G’hurah\-07der, No. 1, contmued in Art. 169) - : '

. ARTICLE 160

The Adv1sory Gommlttee on Church.Order, No. 2, Rev H Erffmeyer
reporting, cf. Arts, 45, 91, presents the followmg ‘ :

EXAMINATION oF CanDIDATES (See Supplement No. 30)

" A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 30, Overtures 17 and 73 Commu-
nication No. 9. (See Communication No. 9) : : '

B. Elucidation: The matter of examination of candldates was referred
to the study committee for Particular Synods, 1957, Art. 168,-4 (page
100), “Synod refers the matter of examination of candldates mdudmg
the report of the-Study Committee and the overture pertammg thereto,
to the Committee for Particular Synods — Adopted.” The Committee for
Particular Synods reported to the Synod of 1959 with a plan-and several
recommendations for the examination'of candidates..- The advisory com-
mittee presented:this plan with its several recommendations to the Synod
of 1959. The first recommendation: “1, Synod discontinue the examination

\
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of men aspiring to candidacy in the ‘Christian Reformed Church by Synod
at its annual sessions,” was adopted by.the Synod of 1959. But further
recommendations which would implement the above were not adopted.
Instead the Synod of 1959 decided the following:
- 1. “To withhold action on the remainder-of this report-

* 2. To postpone the’ 1mplementat10n of recommendation 1

3. To recommit the report to the Study ‘Committee

4. To instruct the Study Committee to confer with the Calvin Sem-
mary Faculty and the Board of Trustees on this plan .

5. To refer the whole matter to the churches for further study
. G Observatzons

It is evident from the above that the Synod of 1959 was not ready to

. adopt the plan of the Study Committee in respect to the-examination of
candidates but wished to have the Study Committee: carefully evaluate
the reactions of the Calvin Seminary faculty and the Board of Trustees
to the proposed plan. The latter was done and the reactions are given
in the report to this Synod. However, the faculty of Calvin Seminary did
not present-its proposal to the Study Committee but presents the same
through Communication No. 9 to this Synod. Synod also referred the
whole matter to the churches for further study but it is-difficult to deter-
mine how much it was studied during this past year. It appears to your
advisory committee that some of the same difficulties which.Synod faced
in 1959 that prevented it from nnplementmg the first proposal it adopted
remain in this matter. ,

D. Recommendations: e o

1. Synod thank the Study Comrmttee for its work . —Adopted

2. Synod refer Agenda Report No. 30 to a Study Commitiee along
~with the Proposal of the Semmary F aculty re: Exammatlon of Candldates
'(Gommumcatlon No.9). " = i o :
. Grounds: ' L

. a! It is the considered opinion of your advxsory com:mttee that the
recommendations in the report of the study committee*and the content
of the Proposal of the Seminary Faculty re: Examination of Candidates
are worthy of more thorough study than could be given during the ses-
sions of Synod.

b. The Study Gommittee de not receive the ProposaI of the Semmary
Faculty anent this matter ln orde1 to nge pr0per consideration to it.

. —Adopted

3. Synod refer Overture No. 17 to the’ study committee. ~ —Adopted

4. Synod postpone action on Overture No. 73 until this Study Com-
Jmittee reports since no action was taken to 1mplement the decision ' of
the Synod of 1959. (See Art. 172, V.) = . —Adopted.

( Church Order Matters No 2, contmued m Art 165)

ARTICLE 161 . :
Synod adjourns and Elder S. Geisel Jeads in- the closmg prayer
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MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 20, 1960
Twenty-snxth Session - .

ARTIGLE 162

President T. C. Van.Kodoten: calls; Synod -io order Rev. G Bouma
announces Psalter- I-Iymnal No.. 396:1, 3, and leads Synod in, 1ts openmg
prayer.

ARTICLE 163

The Receptzon »Commzttee, cf. Arts. 18, 56, 68; 69, 107 114— presents
Rev. B. Huizenga, home missionary, at Albuquerque, New Mex1co, who
speaks as representative of our Home Missions Board. He underscores the
many problems which must be faced in bringing the gospel to those in
“our’own commumty, and also the gréat blessing we may enjoy in pro-
‘claiming ‘@ gospel which'is'so rlch and powerful Rev F Van Houten
' responds in behalf of Synod ' Al

‘ ARTIC’LE 164

"The Adv1sory ‘Committee ‘on Foreign ‘Missions, Rev A. De Kruyter
‘reporting, cf. Arts 79, 85 89 130, 135 142, presents the foIlowmg ‘

RAGCE RELATIONS
A. Overtures | on Aparthezd

1.M atenals

OQuerture Na 56 Classxs Kalamazoo overtures Synod to appomt a com_mlttee
to consider the advisability of sending a communication to our sxster church in
South Africa regarding its stand on the Apartheid policy. ™ " = ‘ :

" Ground: The concern in our churchcs regardinig ‘this - matter warrants 2 study
of it bya.comm1ttce = . L T

Overture No: 6. “As is ‘well: known, the issues and the pohcms connoted by
the term ‘apartheid’ have resulted in both world-wide attention being given to,
and criticism of those churches which embrace Calvinism as their theological posi~
tion. Classis Grand Rapids South respectfully requests Synod to take cognizance
of and study this: matter.in the light of its stand on race relations, giving particular
regard as to what .position and action it should. take with reference to ‘Die Ge-
reformecrdc Kerk in Zuid Afrika,’ w1th wh1ch it maintains a sister relationship.

?

“Grounds:
“1. There is unrest among the laity of our denomination regarding this matter.

“2; The c!rcumstances ‘of the present may well affect” adversely the future mis-
sion efforts of the Reformed Churches throughout the entire icontinent of Africa
‘in particular, and other parts of the world in general.”

Overture No..74. “The racial unrest in South Africt is a matter of deep con- .
cern to the .consistory of . Neland Avenue Christian Reformed Church. -Several
consistorial discussions haye, taken place because of our ecumenical relationship
with ‘Die Gefedeteerde Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerke van Suid Afrika,’ and
because of our more intimate relationship with our sister church, ‘Di¢ Geréfor-
meerde Kerke van Suid Afrika.’ ‘While our relationship with the'above churches
does not mean that the Christian Reformed Church condones the policy of apart-
heid, still the question haunts us as to the effect of such relatlonsl'ups upon our
fore1gn and .domestic mission programs -among the colored races. fos
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“We therefore ask that Synod evaluate and determine the future of our above-
:mentioned relatlornshlps with the two Reformed demominations of South Africa.
.'Synod should ascertain whether such continued relahonshlps Jcopa.rdlze our mis-
“sionary, efforts among the colored races.

- “Grounds:

i “l, Certain missionaries have cxpressed deep concern because of the att:tude ox’
‘the Nigerian government toward the Dutch Reformed Church of South. Africa.
.-The DRCM missionaries were warned that following the mdepcndence of ngena
all South Africans, who have been in the country less than 15 years would probably
'have to leave.

“2. Neland. Avenuc Ghurch along with the First Grand Raplds Church is
actively carrying on domestic mission work among the colored races, .through- the
_instrument of the Buckley Chapel. Many have confessed their Lord and Savior
.and are now. members of those two churches. Our program is too precious to be
'jéopardized by any suggestion that our relationship with South Afncan churches
‘means that- we are associated with apartheid.

T

s, Our denommatzon carnes on work in Harlem, in ]apan in Talwan, and in
'many other places. Because of the mass emotion prevalent in the race issue, any
‘charge among' the colored races that associates our denommatlon with: apa.rtheld
“because of our present ties with the South African Reformed churches, would cause
‘»1rreparable damage to such missionary efforts. " Neland Avenue Consistory”

2. Analysis:

Your committee considered all the formal and_ the prmaplal matters
~contained in these overtures. It discussed the problem with a, .represent-
ative of the Sudan mission field who had consulted with his colleagues
who are now home on furlough. It faced the problem of the DRCM
Missionaries who are now working on our fields in Nigeria and their
future relationships with the Nigerian government, particularly as that
government will obtain its independence this year. It considered the state-
. :ment.of the General Synod of “De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland”

‘in regard to this matter (adopted in May, 1960) in_ which . our sister
church decided to send a letter to the churches in South Africa, -

Your committee has come to two decisions: a. To answer the overtures
‘on formal grounds, b. To answer the overtures in such a way as to satisfy
the spirit contained in them by submitting a letter to Synod.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod do not accede to Overture No. 56.

Ground: Our sister church has taken no official stand on apartheid.
: —Adopted

2. Synod do not accede to Overtures Nos. 63 and 74. . '

. Ground: A study of matters contained in these overtures has not been

.made in minor assemblies according to the instruction of Synod. cf. Acts
-of Synod, 1959, pages 22, 23. . —Adopted
-3, Synod send the following letter to “Die Gefedereerde Nederduitse
Kerke van Suid Afrika” and “Die Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid Afrika.”
(Note: the former church is related to us through our mission ﬂe]d and
the latter church is our sister church.) -
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“DEAR BRETHREN:

“The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church is deeply concerned
about these times of critical unrest and world tension in which we are
mandated by our Lord to preach the gospel. We are acutely troubled by
racial tensions not only in the United States but also in Africa. We are
‘humbled by the realization that worldly prudence can occupy the hearts
of the children of God and thereby damage relations between Christians
of different races. In recent months the pressure of world opinion has
challenged us of Reformed persuasion to responsible public affirmation
of our principles and commitment to God’s will. You must also feel this
keenly because of close association with the South African government
and the Reformed identification of its leaders.

“We do not wish to pass judgment upon the intricate and delicate.
situation in your.country. We also have racial problems. We hope and
wish only that you fervently join with us in praying that the Spirit of our
Lord Jesus Christ may guide us all in both principle and practice. We
write also to reaffirm the decisions taken at the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod of ‘Potchefstroom in 1958 stressing, as you may recall, the duty of
the church to avoid any semblance of an attitude leading to estrangement
"between races, the esséntial unity of believers in Christ, the need of public
enlightenment through teaching and preaching, and the alertness of the
church to a Biblical evaluation of governmental policy. It is our prayer
‘that we may all courageously affirm these principles before the world so
“that Christian leadership may be encouraged everywhere and that the
Body of Christ may nowhere countenance unchristian policy or action. *-
. “Moreover, brethren, we assure you of our ardent prayers before the
. throne of God, our Creator and Redeemer. May He enlighten your
minds and hearts as you face agonizingly difficult struggles. May He by
directing your thoughts in obedience to the will of Christ open a way to
a solution in harmony with His Word so that the Reformed churches of
the world’ may lead all men to serving the one true and sovereign God
in all things.”

Ground: Thls lette1 is an answer to the 1rnphclt Tequests of the over-
tures. ’ —Adopted

ARTICLE 165 ,
The Advisory Committee on Church Order, No. 2, Rev. H. Erffmeyer
reporting, cf. Arts. 45, 51, 91, 160, presents the following: '

Ecumenicrry AND INTER CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE

Material: Agenda Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 33)

A. World Presbyterian Alliance )

1. Background: The committee has made a study of the World Pres-
byterian Alliance and presented the results of this study to the Synod
of 1959 which can be found in Supplement No. 19 of the Acts of Synod
1959, pp. 266ff. The committee also had the opportunity of conferring
with Marcel Pradervand, representing the World Presbyterian Alliance,
and the result was that the committee was strengthened in the recom-
mendations made to the Synod of 1959." : t
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The recommendation of this standing committee to this- Synod of
1960 is: “That Synod do not consider seriously membershlp in the World
Presbyterian Alliance. .

“Grounds:

1. The basis of the Constitution is indistinct.

2, The World Presbyterian Alliance is closely aﬁ‘ﬂlated w1th ‘the
World Council of Churches. '

“3. The constituency of the World Presbytena.n Alliance is theologically
mixed. The situation is intensified due to membersh1p of all types on
both sides of the Iron Curtain.”

2. Recommendation:
‘Synod do not apply for membersh1p in the World Presbytenan Al—

liance.
Grounds:

Such membership has far-reaching implications which have not been
sufficiently explored by our church in order to take final action at this
time. —Adopted

B. The Reformed Church in America

1. Background: Although at the time our denomination solicited the
interest of the Reformed Church in America in fraternal exchange of
delegates and views (1944}, we did not succeedin finding mutually
satisfactory grounds for such a relationship, our Synod invited the Re-
formed Church in America to send a delegate to our- Centennial Synod
in 1957, and the invitation was accepted. The Reformed Church in

America Synod of 1958 invited us to send a delegate to their General
" Synod. This invitation was presented to our Synod last year and was.
not acted upon. The recommendation at that time was: “Synod instruct

its committee to pursue correspondence and to report to the Synod of
1960.”

2. Recommendations:

a. Synod acknowledge with appreciation the invitation of the Re-
formed Church in America to send a fraternal delegate to their Synod.
—-Adopted
b. Synod accede to that invitation by delegating someone to attend
the Reformed Church in America General Synod in 1961, such a dele-
gate to be advised of the principles governing fraternal relations with
other churches as adopted by our Synod in 1944 and 1947. —Adopted
c. Synod inform the Reformed Church in America that in accepting
its kind invitation, we do so in the conviction that such fraternal delega-
tion involves more than the exchange of greetings, and that our delegate
shall be free to speak in a brotherly spirit concerning the real implications
of such fraternal relations between churches of Reformed confession.
—Adopted
-d. This matter be referred to the Synodxcal Committee for appoint-
ment. -—Adopted
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" C."Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland

1. Background: Our Synod of 1949 addressed a communication to’
the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken anent “church correspondence.”
Our letter was an invitation to renew correspondence acx:ording to the
provisions adopted in 1944 by our Synod.

The Synod of the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken, of 1950 ac-
cepted our invitation but questioned the use of the term correspond»
ence.” It also called attention to the fact that it would be rather im-’
p0551b1e for them to’ send delegates to our assemblies. =

This letter somehow — perhaps because of loss or other misfortune —
never came to the attention of our Synod. Our Synod did send 2 com-
munication on July 12, 1955, which to them had a strange tone. But,
charitable te our Synod they inferred that their communication of 1950
never reached us.

Desirous of better relations, the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken
instructed their deputies to review the entire matter.

2 Recommendations:

"a. Synod express its regret that the letter of 1950 evidently never came
to the attention of following Synods. .

b. Syno_d -welcome the Churistelijke Gereformeerde Kerken as a . “cor-
respondmg .church in our terminology and in their terminology as, a
“contact” church, since in usage we mean the same thing,

- . Synod - declare: that :it will welcome any fraternal delegate com-
missioned by said church to its meetings if such'a delegate should be in.
this region; and that it likewise will commission a fraternal delegate if-
such a: delegate should be in their area at the time of their major as-.
sembly

d. Synod express its appreciation for the labors of the “deputaten” bf'
said church, and note also that ‘their historical synopsis will be placed:
in the supplement of the Acts for future historical reference. (Note A
that synopsis has been placed in the Acis of 1959.)

e. Synod send the “Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken” our fraternal
greetings -and assure her of our prayers for a common faithfulness and-
perseverance in the work of the Lord. —Adopted

D Membership of the Committee:
; The term of Prof. Martin Monsma has now exp1red and, accordmg’
to’ synodlcal rules he is not sub]ect to reappointment. '
B Recommendatzon

Synod express its appreciation to Brother Monsma for his services, and5
appoint a replacement for him. (See Art. 172, V) —Adopted
(Church Order, No 2 continued in Art. 170) : P

ARTICLE 166

The ‘Obituary Committee, cf. Art. .18, Rev. R. Vermeer reportmg,
presents its report. -
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OBITUARY COMMITTEE REPORT

It is appropnate that Synod pause to take note of the ‘passing of eight of our
mlmsters whose earthly labor has been exchanged .for. that of their promised
heavenly reward. We humbly bow before the all-wise prowdence of God who
permitted us to profit by their dedicated lives. These are among, the. blessed dead
who. worship the Great Shepherd whom they represented on ea.rth

-Rev. Andrew D. Folkema was the first of our ministers t6 be called from out
midst since the Synod of 1959, Born on November 11, 1888, a native of - the Nether-
lands, our brother immigrated to our country with his parents as an infant.” He
entered the ministry in 1919 and subsequently served the congregations of Estel-
line, South Dakota; Ackley, Jowa; Hawarden, Iowa; Berwyn, Illinois; Drayton,
Ontario,' and Sullivan, Michigan. He endured the trials of struggling congrega-
tions and economic depression, preaching to and teaching God’s people until
illness caused his retirement in 1958. Our covenant God called hun home on
July 1, 1959.

Rev. Herman Goodyke was a native of the Netherlands who xmrmgtated to the
USA with his parents in early youth. Born March 9, 1884, he entéred ‘the active
ministry in 1918 serving the congregations at McBam, Michigan; Reeman, Michi-
gan; and Atwood, Michigan. He was emeritated in 1953 ‘and entered-into 'his
‘eternal rest on J’uly 18 1959. His faxthful ministry is reason for humble gratltude
to God. Y
" Rev. John M. Vande Kieft is well'known in our denomination as'our “MIS-
sionary-at-Large.” Prior to his retirement as a denominational missionary in 1956,
he served faithfully the churches of Platte, South Dakota; Prairie City, Iowa;
Fourteenth Street, Holland, Michigan; Oakdale Park in Grand *Rapids, and
Bethel, Paterson, New Jersey Born on- May 5, 1890, in ‘the Netherlands, he
entered the church triumphant on August 25, 1959 We remember gratefully
his noble services as a frequent delegate to Synod, a father to the !onely and
homeless, and a sympathetic friend to all men.

Rev. Simon A. Dykstra was born on July 7, 1891, in the Netherlands., He
immigrated to the USA in 1906 where he was trained for and. entered the
ministry of our denomination in '1919. He began his ministry in Baldwin, ‘Wis-
consin, then served as a home missionary for Classis Muskegoh, ‘but. realized 'his
fondest dream when he accepted a call to become a mlssmnary in China where
he served from 1924 to 1942. Before his emeritation in 1957 he served the con-
gregations of Duvall, Washington; Hamilton, Ontario; ‘and Decatur, ‘Michigan.
Death came suddenly on October 27, 1959. He has entered his eternal ‘rest,

Rev. Marinus Vander Zwaag, a native of Michigan, was born on November 27,
1908. He is warmly appreciated and gratefully remembered by the congregations
he' served since 1935; namely, Luctor, Kansas; Lamont, Mmhxgan Central
Avenue, Holland; Bethany, Rellflower; Grandville Avenue, Grand Rapids; and
Oak Glen, Lansmg, Illinois. On Christmas morning, Decembér 25, 1959, after
preaching the old, old story, death came suddenly and the fauthful labors of
another of God’s sexrvants were past.

- Rev. Dirk De Beer began his earthly career on March 17, 1877. In 1908 he
was ordained to the gospel ministry. His labors were centered in only two vine-
yards of the Lord, namely, Jenison, Michigan, and Prospect Street, Passaic,
New Jersey. The Lord called him to hiz eternal home on January 19, 1960.

Rev. John Kolkman was born on February 28, 1884. Ordained to the ministry
in 1914, he labored exclusively in the state of Mmhxgan, serving the churches of
Galdwell (now Arlene), Grant, and Oakland. After his emeritation in 1944, he
lived in Grand Rapids until the Savior he loved and preached called him to the
“House of Many Mansions” on March 31, 1960.
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Rey. Dr. Calvin, G. Hayenga, born April 19, 1887, was ordained to the gospel
ministry in the Presbyterian church in 1914, in which he had pastorates in Illinois
and Iowa. For one year he ‘taught at Grundy Center, Iowa, after which he ac-
cepted ' a call as home missionary for Classis Ostfriesland in 1918. 'In 1925 our
departed brother entered the Navajo mission field where he served and lived the
remainder of his life: He labored diligently at Zuni, Two Wells, Gallup, Perea,
and Fort Wingate, New Mexico. Before his retirement in 1957, he labored in
Navajo ‘camps in Phoenix and taught in ‘Cook Christian Training School. The
gracwus Father, whom ‘he proclajmed to men, took him to Himself on May 20,
1960. :

These brethren have enbered the rest awaiting God’s people. It is appropriate,
therefore,

""1. That Synod give God the thanks for their finished labors on earth in the
promotion and extension of His Kingdom.

2. That Synod express its sympathy to the bereaved loved ones of the blessed
dead and commend them to the comfort of God’s Spirit.

3. That Synod decide to record these obituaries in the minutes of Synod and
send: copies to the bereaved families. —Adopted

We recommend that Synod express its sympathy to the family of Mrs. J. W.
Brink, the widow of one of our ministers, who was taken to her eternal reward
during the sessions of Synod on June 14. We commend them to the comfort of
God who has promised an eternal rest to His people. o —Adopied

ARTICLE 167

The Adv1sory Comm1ttee on Bducational Matters, No. 2, Rev. J. Peter-
sen reportlng, cf. Arts. 103, 109, presents the following:

L PROPOSAL CoONCERNING THE COMMITTEE ON EDUGATION (See also Art.
109)

A, Materials:
" 1. Agenda Report No. 9. (See Supplement No. 9)
* 2. Overtures Nos. 15 and 49.

‘B. M andate Synod has charged the Advisory Committee to present a
recommendation for a committee to provide catechism and Dally Va-
cation Bible School Materials. (See Art. 109)

C. Recommendaiions:

1. That Synod reconstitute the membership of the present standing
Committee on Education to include primarily members living in the area
of Calvin College and Seminary and the Christian Reformed Publishing
House. This committee is to be composed of nine persons. Initially three
are to be appointed for a three-year period, three for a two-year period,
and three for a one-year period, so that membership rotation within the

committee may conform to existing synodical rules. (See Art. 172, V)

Ground: Proximity to these denovmnatlonal institutions will facilitate
the work of the members. . —Adopted
2. That the Committee on Education be instructed to prepare ma-
terials for vacation Bible schools. (Note: The committee already has a
mandate to produce catechetical materials.) - (Az,ts 1953, p. 117; 1957
p- 25) : HAdopted
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3. That the Conunittee on Education be authorized to engage during
the coming year a part-time editor to ald in executing its program.
—Adopted

4. If the work assigned prove to be best expedited by the engagement
of such an editor, the committee. be authorized to recommend to the
Synod of 1961 2 nomination of one or more persons best qualified for
appointment as full-time editor. " —Adopted

5. That a sum of $4,000 from the Synodical Expense Fund be made
available to the committee to cover expenses that may be incurred in the
" next year: : - —-Adopted ‘

6. That Synod declare that these decisions constifute an answer to the
requests in Agenda Report 9, and Overtures Nos. 15 and 49. —Adopted -

7. Synod approves a 10c per fan’uIy quota 1ncrease in the Synodical
Expense Fund to meet added expendxture in G 5. The quota per family
is now $1.25. (See Art. 154) °

II PROPOSED TMPROVEMENT IN S¥NODIGAL PROCEDURE
‘A, Material: Overture No. 3

B. Elucidation: Classis Chatham is concerned about the hrmted time
for advisory committees to deal adequately with the volume of material
on the Agenda. of Synod. It is. stated that “the fact that our advisory
committees sometimes must work so hastily and superﬁmally is. very
harmful to Synod and puts Synod in danger of makmg unmature de-
cisions.’

In order to meet this need Classis Chatham recommends:

1. Synod ‘authorize the Synodical Committee to. make 2 provxsxonal
classification of the synodical material and to divide it tentatively among
the appointed’ delegates as soon as their names and the matemal for the‘
Agenda is known.

2. The delegates, in addition to a general study of the entlre Agenda,
are obligated to consider thoroughly the matters assloned to them by the
synochca.] committee with a view to a possible appomtment to an ad-
visory committee which will serve Synod with adv1ce regardmg those
matters

3. Synod itself shall appoint the advisory committees with chairmen
and reporters by means of the Program Committee, which shall take
into account the provisional division of the synodlcal material and the
tentative appointments made by the synodical oomnnttee

4. This new procedure regarding the appomtment of adwsory oom-
mittees, serving during the session of Synod, shall be applied for at least
two years., Then the Synod shall decide whether such.procedure is for
the profit of the work of Synod and for the profit of the churches.

Your Advisory Committee calls the attention of Synod to the fact that
a similar overture (from Classis Holland) was con51dered and rejected by
the Synod of 1951 . .
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Q... Recommendations:

1. That Synod reject the recommendations of the overture of - Glassrs‘
Chatham.

Grounds

. ‘Such procedure would create the possibility of excessxve controI,
over Synod by one small committee,

b. The Synodical Committee is not likely to know [he delegates suf-
ﬁc1ent1y to make approprla.te assignments.

" ¢. Much of the material for Synod comes in too late for proper dls—
tribution to the proposed tentative advisory committees.

d. If Synod continues to move in the direction of making more com-‘
mittees with less material for each committee, the dlﬁ‘lculnes noted by
the overture will progresswely be overcome.

e. Specific assrgnments to synodical delegates would tend to dxscourage;
overall study of material on the Agenda, —Adopied

2. That Synod declare that this decision constitutes an answer to Over-
ture No. 3. , e —Adopted
' K 'ARTICLE 168 B L
The Adv1sory Committee on Varia, No. 2, Rev. S. Rooy reportmg, cf :
Arts. 37, 84, 158, presents the following: .

SYNODICAL REPRESENTATIVES ON THE BOARD OF THE YOUNG CALVINIST‘
FEDERATION '

A. Material: Agenda Report No 26 (See Supplement No 26)

B 1 nformatzon The synodical representatives have given an encouragﬂ
ing. report on the progress of the Young Calvinist Federation. Special
note is taken of the imminent retirement of Mr. Richard Postma,. the
Federation Director. The matter of securing a successor is under con-
.51derat10n ‘Our representatlves desire to inform Synod that “the names of
several ministers are’also being considered, and that the possibility ex1s'ts
that a minister will be appointed to this position.” (See Art: 172, V) -

"C. Recommendation: That this report be received as ‘information. "’
——-Adopted

ARTICLE 169

" The Adwsory Committee on Church Order, No. 1, Rev. T. Hofman
reportmg, cf. Arts. 64 71, 159, presents the following:

CORRESPONDENGE WITH REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURGH

A, Material: Agenda Report No. 36. (See Supplement No. 36)

B. Recommiendation: We recommend that the Synod continue’ this
committee :in order to seek further contact with the Reformed Presby-
terian Church with the hope of possible organic union with these brethren
in the Lord. (See Art. 172, V) .- —Adopted .
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ARTICLE 170

The Adv1sory Comrruttee on Church Oider, No. 2, Rev H. N. Erf-
meyer reporting, cf. Arts. 45, 51, 91; 160, 165, presents the following:
I. CurISTIAN REFORMED CONTAGT GOMMITTEE AND ' PROTESTANT RE-

FORMED GHURCHES CONTACT GOMMITTEE

A. Materials: Commumcatxons Nos 10 and 11, (See Gommumcatlons‘
Nos. 10, 11)

B.. Recommendation: Synocl grant the pnvﬂege of the floor - to the'
chairman and secretary of our (]ontact Commlttee during the discussion
of this matter. ‘ S ——Adoptea’-

C. Background: The Synod of 1957 appomted the committee: Revs.
Henry: Baker, John Weidenaar, Martin ' Monsma, Adam Persenaire, and
Messrs. Hero Bratt, Cornelius Van Malsen, and Cornelius Zylstra in
response to 4 communication from the Protestant Reformed .Churches
(Rev. H. De Wolf group) to discuss freely the differences and similarities
between the Protestant Reformed and the Christian Reformed Churches
(cf. dcts 1957, pp. 83-84, 531-533). ‘At the Synod of 1958 the committee
reported respecting the similarities and differences and recommended
continuing ‘conferences. .Again in 1959 the committée réported to. the
Synod concerning its discussions with the committee of the Protestant
Reformed Churches (Agenda Report .No. 38, Acts of Synod 1959 pp.
417-424). The Synod of 1959 decided in the interest of fraternal under-
standing, address a communication to the Synod of the Protestant Re-’
formed Churches (De Wolf group) based on I and II of this report in
order to pave the way for further considerations regarding an eventual

_unification. (cf. Art. 196  Acts of Synod 1959 for Communication.)
Further Synod of 1959 decided to continue its comrittee for further ¢on-.
ferences should they be desired by the Protestant Reformed Church to
work out various details necessary.for effectuating such a possible re-.
union (Acts of Synod 1959; Art. 76, V; pp. 23, 24)..

The Synod of 1960 has before it Gommumcatmn No 10 which con-
tains the report of the Christian Reformed Contact Committee to.Confer
with Protestant'Reformed-De Wolf: Group Contact Committee and Com-
munication No. 11 which is the'Reply of ‘Protestant Reformed Churches
of America, The latter is the official reply of the Synod of the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches dated June 11, 1960.

The thrust of this reply is’a request “to consider the Three P01nts of
Common Grace as without any further binding force.”

We as your Advisory Committee have met with several members of
our Contact Committee and discussed the matter at length and the Con-
tact Committee has formulated a reply to be sent officially to the Prot-

- estant Reformed Churches as follows: .

To the Synod of the Protestant Reformed Churches,
Grand Rapids, Michigan. :

Bsteemed Brethren:

‘We thank you for the fraternal and cordial reply to our Synod’s letter to you
in June 1959. In reply to this, your communication, we wish' to obsérve that we
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appreciate the general tenor of this document, which indicates that there is on
your part a sincere desire for reconciliation. a.nd unification with our church.

Addressing ourselves to the main. thrust of your letter: “May we urge you,
therefore, to consider the Three Points of common grace as without any further
binding force?” we conclude that this question is the heart of the matter which
you present to our Synod. You are asking our Synod simply to set aside or dis-
card, without any restrictions or qualifications, that which was done by our Synods
of 1924 and 1959. This is evident from your statement: “We, therefore, do not
desire to maintain the Three Points or any new formulation or interpretation as
necessary for a church to stipulate and insist upon for unification of churches.”

Synod may on occasion be compelled to make emergency decisions which serve
a definite purpose in a given historic moment. Such emergency decisions are dated
and may in time become inactive because they have served their purpose and are
no longer needed. The result could be that such decisions dre in effect set aside.
Reflecting, however on the synodical decisions of 1924 respectmg the Three Points,
we believe that an outnght and official setting aside of them is unwarranted for
the following reasons:

- a, The serious situation in 1924 which callcd these Three Points into being.

b. The salutary effect of these Thrce Pomts in producmg rest and peace in the
churches.

c. The fact that such setting aside of the Three Points would run counter to
and virtually nullify a large measure of agreement which had been achieved.

We are of the opinion that such a simple discarding of the Three Points, as
well as of the elucidations and interpretations of these given in the letter of our
Synod of 1959, is not desirable.,” We would rather point out to you a more positive
basis upon which we may seek for unification. This positive approach is not to be
sought by requesting our Synod virtually to discard what it deemed to be necessary
to state in 1924, and what is still necessary to maintain at the present time; nor
in demanding of you an expression of total agreement with the Three Points as
formulated by 1924 and further elucidated by 1939; but rather by accepting 2
basis on which we can unite. .

It is our considered judgment that in as much as both your denomination and
ours subscribe to the Word of God and the Three Forms of- Umty, unification of
our churches could be effected:

a. If you will agree that the Three Points are neither Arminian nor Pelagian;
that in the light of the official interpretation given by our Synod of 1959, the ob-
jection that the Threec Points are in conflict with Scripture and the Forms of
Unity is not valid; and that you will agree not to agitate against official interpre-
tations.

b. If we do not require submission in the sense of demanding total agreement
with the Three Points; we recognize and bear with scruples which you may have,
in the expectation that we together may come cvcntually to a better understanding.
of the truth; and not bar those who have certain misgivings or divergent inter-
pretations.

As to the method of eﬁ'ectmg such a union we suggest that-

a. If this is to be worked out on a denominational basm, a committee, of your
church be appointed to confer with a committee of our church; or,

b. If this is to be worked out on a local basis; this be left to the individual
consistories and classes in which such attempts towards union would be made.

Recommendation:

. 1. Synod send this letter as its official reply to the Synod of the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches (De Wolf. Group). . —Adopted
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2. Synod reappoint the Contact Committee for further conference with
the Protestant Reformed Committee, (See Art, 172, V) —Adopted

II. REQUEST FOR THE SETTING ASIDE OF. THE DEGISIONS oF 1924 ANENT
“CoMmMoN GRACE”

A. Material; Overture No. 76

B. Synopsis: The consistory of Toronto II -requests the 1960 Synod to
set aside the 1908 decisions in regard to “presumptive regeneration” and
those of 1924 anent “common grace.” The first matter was included in
our report concerning the Conclusions of Utrecht. The latter matter
logically follows here.

C. Recommendation: Synod declare the substance of the letter to be
sent to the Protestant Reformed Churches as its answer to that part of
Overture 76 requestmg the setting aside of the decmons of 1924 anent

“common grace.’ , —Adopted

ARTICLE 171

The Advisory Committee on Home Missions, Rev. M. C. Baarman
reporting, cf. Arts. 92, 95, 143, 153, presents the following:

I. LoaniNG PRACTICES

A. Materials: Agenda Report No 6, VIII, 1. (See Supplement No.
6, VIII, 1)

B. Orientation: Whereas fields opened require a financial investment
for the procurement of building site,'equipment, and other essentials, the
Home Missions Board proposes a new plan for the repayment of loans
made in the opening of new fields. The old plan (as opposed to the new
one) provides for the date of loan to begin when the church becomes
a calling church; the first five years from that date — no payment; the
years thereafter, repayment at the rate of 5% per year with no interest.
The new plan proposed by the board is presented herewith with one
modification in point 1 below., :

C. Recommendation: Your Advisory Committee recommends that
the following items be approved by Synod, as the loanmg practice for
the Home Missions Board.

1. That the date of the loan begin when the church becomes a calling
church.

Ground: This will enable small churches to gather strength and gain
momentum before. the heavy burden of repayment falls upon them.

- 2. That the first five years from the date of the loan be interest and
payment free.

8. That the second five years provide for a repayment of 5% annually
with an interest rate of 1%.

4. That the third five years provide for a repayment of 7%/2% annually
with an interest rate of 2%.

5. That the fourth five years prov1de for a repayment of 7/2% an-
nually with an interest rate of 3%.
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: Grounds:

* a, The proposed loaning’ practice will compensate for the fact that the
Board of Home Missions:is not receiving what 1t gave out in loans be-
cause of the loss in the value of the dollar.

b. The proposed loaning practice will help to cover the cost of .ad-
ministration.

" ¢. The addition of mterest rates will encourage the early repayment
of the loans'and thus add new fesources for the expanding work of the
Home' Mlss1ons Board , s . —Adopted

II. SeECIAL GRANTS
A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 6-A, 5. (See Supplement No. 6-A,3)
'B. Information: The Board of Home Missions recommerided that the

Greater Edmonton request for aid in-their project be not granted, and

that for the reasons stated in Report 6-A, pages 2 and 3.

C. Recommendations: G

1. -Synod -approve ‘the request of - the churches of Greater Edmonton,
Alberta, for aid in-their local evangélization project.

Grounds:

a. Additional material has come to your.Advisory Commlttee which
indicates that the request of Edmonton is prlmanly for doing the work
of evangelism in their area.

'b. While the Edmonton churches comprlse many families, these
churches have only’ recently become large and are therefore stlll weak
in resources.

.c. The communlcatlon from Edmonton states that without aid there
can be no evangelism program.. The need.is urgent.

- d. The: Edmonton appeal points out' that they will take on a greater
- measure of self support of the évangelism program with each passing
year, and within four years hope to be able to do it: without aid from
the Home Missions Board. . —Adopted

2. Your Advisory Committee recommends that Synod approve-a Spe-
c1al Grant for the Edmonton, Alberta, evangehsm program in the amount
of $6,000 for the year 1961. . . N

Ground.r »

. The request as’ presented was $7 500, .which was unusually large.

b The precedent established was not over $4,000, therefore your com-

mittee recommended a compromise between the two figures. —Adopted

III. MEexico
A. Materials:
.1. Agenda Report No. 6, VIII, 5. (See Supplement No. 6, VIII, 5)
2 Agenda Report No. 27-A, V. (See Supplement No. 27-A, 5)

3. Notice from the Board of Forelgn M1ssmns that 1t concurs m the
recommendation. . RO : S
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B. Orientation: Your committee informs Synod of a measure of dis-
agreement between the Forelgn Missions Board and the Home Missions
Board in the matter of “who shall take care of the mission work among
the regular citizenry in the country of Mexico.” Both boards have ex-
pressed agréement on the matter of who shall take care of the work‘
amongst the Mexican mlgrants '

C. Recommena’atzons

1. Synod decide that work amongst the Mexman mlgrants and 1ts
follow-up in Mexico be the task of the Home Missions Board C

Grounds:

a: The Home" Mlsswns Board, ‘at the behest of Synod maugurated'
the mission’ work - ‘amongst the Mexican migrants. :

"b. There is a continuing need for such follow-up work as contact by
mail, sending of literature and Bibles, supplies and materials. —Adopted

2. That Synod declare that Mexico, as far as its regular cmzenry is
concerned, be the provmce of the Fore1gn Missions Board e '

Grouna’s

a. The church, through its Foreign Missions Board, should exercise
wise vision and view Mexico as a part of the whole growing Spanish-
speaking Central.and South American project,; and plan for a unified
and aggressive program for the whole area.

b.. This solution prov1des an aréa in which cooperatlon between the

two boards can, be exercmed in the best mterests of the. denommanona.l
witness.
" ¢ The Forelgn Missions Board is explicitly charged with the execunon’
of “Foreign” missions. “...Our Mission Order (Foreign) specifically
indicates that all | For n Work’ sha]l be administered by-the Board of
Foreign Missions . Agenda 27-A). There is no.valid. reason why
the familiar and accepted division of missionary assignment should be
altered. (See Supplement No. 27-A)

Synod decides to w1thhold actmn L

IV RECRUITMENT '
A Materials:

1. Agenda Report No 6 VIII 6 (See Supplement No 6, VIII 6)'

2. Agenda Report No. 6-A, A. (See Supplement No. 6-A, A) ©

3. Notification from the Foreign Missions Advisory - Comrmttee that
they concur in this matter.

'B. Orientation: The fact of the shortage of kmgdom workers is well,
.documented in Agenda Report No. 6-A, A. The Chaplain Committee
has likewise expressed the need for'more men to answer to the’ cha.lIenge .
The Foreign Missions Advisory Committee has indicated their ‘assent
to the proposed recruitment program: (See Supplement No 32)

C. Recommendations:

1. Considering the disturbing shortage of kingdom workers, Synod
appoint a committee to work out.a program to assist our homes, churches
and schools in leading our youth into the ministerial or missionary service.
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Grounds:

a. This is in conformity w1th Altlcle 19 of the Church Order.

b. The acute shortage of ministers and missionaries has been apparent
for some time and indications are that it will become increasingly so.

c. In view of the tremendous appeal of the many secular vocations
in our modern world, it is imperative that the church should present to
her members a clear statement of the calling, urgency, and challenge of .
the ministry and missionary service, strongly urging them to give them-
selves to this service. —Adopted

2. That the committee mentioned under Recommendation No. 1, be
made up of .the Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, the Secretary
of the Board of Foreign Missions, and the Minister of Evangelism, a
member of the Calvin Board of Trustees, a representative of the Calvin
Faculty, and a pastor, to be appointed by the Synodical Committee.

Ground: Few people in our denomination can compare to these men
on the matter of first-hand knowledge of the needs, close contact with the
whole denomination, and possession ‘of the tools of promotion. (See
Art. 172, V) —Adopted

V. Our YouTH IN MILITARY SERVICE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 6, XI. {See Supplement No. 6, XI)

B. Information: There are more than 1,000 of our -young wen in
military service. The church should feel the weight of its responsibility
to these men and seek to provide for their spiritual well-being to the best’
of its ablhty ‘

- C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve free-will oﬂermgs in ‘our churches for the
Soldiers’ Fund. (See Arts. 148, 154) -
Ground: There is a continuing need for aid to the men in the service.
—Adopted
2. Synod to take note of the plans mentmned in the Home Missions
Board Report, Agenda Report No. 6, XI, “ ., Plans are under way,
especially by means of retreats, to provide a Iarger measure of spiritual
guidance to our youth in overseas service.” " Your committee recommends
that Synod encourage the execution of this program. -—Adopted

VI. TEAGHING SPANISH IN THE COLLEGE

A, Matenal Agenda Report No. 6-A, B. (See Supplement No. 6-A,
B)

B. Recommendation: In view of our growing commitment to the
Spanish-speaking mission of the church, we request Synod to advise the

board of Calvin College ‘and Sernmary to consider the advisability of
instituting service courses in Spanish.

- Grounds:

1. Personnel who may ﬁnd thejr vocation in the mission of the church :
in the Spanish-speaking areas, need this background.
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2. Such personnel should not be required to obtain a knowledge of
Spanish in circumstances divorced from a Liberal Arts education.

3. There is a growing area of our church located at the very edge of
the Spanish-speaking countries. - —Adopted

VIIL. Farte, PravEr AND TracT LEAGUE
A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 22. (See Supplement No. 22)

B. Recommendation: Your committee recommends that a representa-
tive be continued to represent Synod on the board of the league. (See
Art. 172,.V) R C —-—Ado[)ted

VIII. Funp ror NEepy CHURCHES
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 28. (See Supplement No 28)
B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the minimum salary paid to ministers by the
churches receiving assistance from the Fund for Needy Churches, at
$4,200. —Adopted

2. That the per family contribution ‘towards the minister’s salary.in
aid-receiving congregations be set at not less than $70 in the U.S., and

not less than $60 in Canada. —Adopted
3. That Synod approve a child allowance of $200 per child in excess
.of the salary paid. . —Adopted

4. That Synod approve the rmleage allowances in congregatlonal work
according to the following schedule:

" a. No allowance for the first 5,000 miles on the field.
b. In the U.S. at 7 cents per mile for not more than 3,500 miles.

c. In Ontario and Quebec at 7/ cents per mlle for not more than 5,000
miles.

d. In Western Canada and the Maritime’ provinces of Canada at 8
cents per mile for not more than 6,500 miles. —Adopted

5. That Synod approve the following policy in regard to moving ex-
penses, and the Fund: for Needy Churches will pay the same rate per-
centagewise, as subsidy, and for the same reasons to churches within the
domain of the FNC. - —Adopted

6. That the ex-officio member added to the Fund for Needy Churches
Committee by action of Synod, 1959, be dropped from the Fund for
Needy Churches Commlttee (See Art 172, V)

Grounds:

a. The Synod of 1958 stlpulated that the work of the Fund for Needy
Churches was not the work of the Home Missions Board. (A4sts, 1958,
page 75, 2b)

b. The transition period, durmg which the Fund for Needy Churches
came out from under the Home Missions Board, is now over. —Adopted
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CIX: CHAPLAINS® GOMMITT’EE T

A Materials: Agenda Report No. 32. (See Supplement No. 32)

" B. Information: Your attention is directed to-the report listed above
‘which underscores the status of our efforts at the moment. Three
chaplains have returned to civilian status. Six chaplains are now on
active duty with the Armed Service. ' Instifutional chaplamcy has great
potential and we now have two men in such service. . .

C. Recommendations:. Jii

1. That the consistories and pastors be remmded to report vacancies
a.nd opportunities in the area of institutional chaplaincy to the Chaplains’

Comimittee. —ddopted
+ 2. That Synod approve the work of the Ghaplams Comrmttee with
thanks, (See Art.'172, Vy° -« . ‘-" -——Adopted

X. Bacx To Gop Hour

A Matenals Agenda. Report Nos. 21 21 A (See'Supfglor_nent Nos. 21,
121-A) -

, 1. Synod take note of the unusual honor accorded to Rev. Bassam
'.,Madany in that he was invited to make a dally broadcast over station
ELWA. With gratitude to God we extend our thanks to. Rev. Madany.
(See ‘Supplement No. 21-A) —Adopted

2. Orientation: Tn 1958 Synod was alerted to the question of whether
the church should go in the direction of owning and operating radio
stations. This matter was:referred to the Back to God Hour Committee
for further study. In accordance with :this decision, the Back to God
Hour Committee studjed .this matter, enlisting aid from all available
sources. .o

. B. Recommend ations:

1. That Synod adopt the followmg “The church should not go in
‘the direction of church-owned radio stations. . =~ .. . ,

“Grounds:

“a. The church has mandated the Radio Committee to make our week-
ly denominational radio program-available to as much of North America
‘as possible. Im view of this, we would not feel justified in using denomina-
‘tional funds to undertake ownership and operation.of-a‘radio station or
stations which would have a limited audience.

-“b: The cost of securing. such ‘stations shoulds be borne by the area
which it serves. ‘When' the purpose of any such undertaking does not
serve in some way the denomination as a whole, denominational funds

should not be used and denommatmnal respons1b111ty does not exist.”

- i : : —Adopted
2. That Synod adopt the fol]owmg as an answer to the mandate of the

Synod of 1958: “That Synod encourage the establishment of privately-

owned radio stations by organizations within the church commumty, com-

‘mitted to our Reformed life and world view. -
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“Grounds:

“a. The: limited area. of coverage. of radio. stations wouId mz,ke it rea-
sonable to expect enthusiasni:and-support from the local areas-such a sta-
tion would serve and that control and responsibility should also be under
the direction and supervision of a local society.,

b This' activity can’ ‘best be. served by a soc1ety orgamzed for thls
purpose and for the area it is to serve.

“¢,”Should the contemporary trefids in commerc1a1 tadio’ programmmg
contmue to be ‘against the paid’ religious broadcast to the point of exclu-
‘sion, some of the smaller stations could possibly fill i in some of the gap.”

SR "-—-Adopted

- 3.~ That Synod approve the followmg 1tems in re the matter of a Ga,na-
dran mailing office: £
C That a respon51b]e Canadlan representatzve be engaged for’ th.ts
function. -

b. That 2 post ofﬁce box in’some- Canad1an city be used as a maﬂmg
address for Canada.
. c.. That all mail is to be picked up daily-and forwarded to our Ch.tcago
office for handling.

. d. That appropriate announcements be used on our program spec1ﬁ-
cally for Canadian listeners. (See Art, 172, V) L —Adopted

XI.- GANADIAN IMMIGRATION
A M atenals

. 1 Agenda Report No. 38 (Sce Supplement No. 38)
: 2 "Overtures, Nos 13 46 62,

~'B. “Orientation: For the purpose of this report, the report of the Cana-
dlan Jmmigration,,Committee will form the center of the presentatron
The overtures will: be considered in relation to this report. .. :

* Q. Recommendations: -Agenda Report No. 38 (See Supplement No 38)

~ 1. Your »Advisory">Committee - recommends - that Synod :continue ‘the
'Immrgratlon Committee for Canada as duly constituted: by répresentatives
of the various classes and of the Christian Reformed Board of Home
Mlssmns (Cf Alt 2 Rules) (See Art 172 V) '

Grounds

_.a. As. long as immigration contmues we will need the commlttee to
mamtam contact with the Immrgratlon Comnmittee in the Netherlands and
others in Canada, such as government agencies, railroad agencies, etc.

_b. By the middle of March some 600 cases regardmg immigrants were
being con51dered and in the process of being placed. —Adopted

2. That Synod approve the appolntments of the new members as chosen
by the classes. ' i —Adopted
3. That Synod approve the revised rulés and regula;trons as presented
in Agenda.Report No. 38. (See Supplement.No. 38) . ... -—A4dopted
4. ThatSynod express-its appreciation for the work of -the fieldmen
over the past years. i e i—ddopted
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D. Overture No. 18

‘Overture No: 13 urges Synod to reduce the size of the committee. Your
advxsory committee recommends that Synod re]ect Overture No 13
" Grounds! S
1. The composition of the committee along classma] lines precludes any
€equitable reduction in size. (See Art. 172, V) o
. 2. The committee is already reduced in size by one . delegate because
the Canadian churches of Classis Minnesota South have been transferred
to Cla551s Minnesota North. . ' o ——Aa'opted
E.: Overture No. 62
.- 1. Your committee recommends that ‘Synod declare that the request of
Classis Alberta South for a “substantial quota” is answered by the adop-
tion of a quota for this cause. (See Arts, 148; 154) : —Adopted
2. That Synod deny the request of Classis Alberta South which seeks
-recornmendation to the diaconates for further support in 1961. . -~
Grounds: o
. a. The immigration committee does not’ show the need for the use of
field men.
‘ 'b. The Syriod of 1959 has decided that the se1v1ccs of fieldmen can be
- discontinued as employees of the denomination.
c. The majority of the immigration cases.can be taken care of by
relatives and consistories. (Acts of Synod, 1959, page 75, B, 3.)
—Adopted
3. That Synod decIare that the matter of membersh1p on the Canadian
Immloratxon Committee has been answered in Recommendation C, 2
above SR : e e —-Adopted
: 4. In 1egard to the location of the central office, we recommend that
Synod declare that this matter can be dealt with by" ‘Classis Alberta South

through its representative on the Immigration Comimittee. - —Adopted
. F..Your committee recommends that the above‘decisions constitute an
answer to Overtures Nos 13, 46, and 62. K , - —Adopted

XII. CORRESPONDENGE FROM THE GEREFORMEERDE KERKEN

A. Material: Letter from the Gereformeerde Kerken, dated ]anuary
8, 1960.

* B. In this communication the Gereformeerde Kerken officially express
their gratitude for the work of the Christian Reformed Church in the in-
terest of the Dutch emigrants.

- C. Your committee recommends that Synod recewe thlS comimunication
as information. —Adopted

XITI. RLPRESENTATION oF NEw CrassIs

- A. Material: Overture No. 12.

Classis Grand Rapids East overturés Synod to grant representation of
the new classis (Overture No. 11) on the executive comrmttee of the
‘Board of Home Missions. .
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B. Recommendation: - -
Synod approve this request.

ARTICLE 172

—Adopted

The Comlmttee on Appointments, Rev. L. Van Laar reporting, presents,

the following: -

I. MEMBERS OF BQARD oF TRUSTEES OF CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY .

o Classis. 0 Primi
Alberta North.................Rev. H. Van Dyken
Alberta South... ..Rev. T.'E. Hofman..

Alternate

Rev. A Kny'i/ephovc'ﬁ

British Columbia.............. Rev. H. Van Andel

Rev. L. Tamminga
Rev. S. Newhouse

~..Rev. E. Tanis

ST Rev. H. vErffmeyet !

Rev. C. O. Buus

.......... Rev. J. Van Harmelen

Rev. N. Veltman

...Rév. L. Greenway

Cadillac...ooo........ .Rev. H. Zwaanstra,
California..............ccc.........Rev. P. Van Tuinen
Chatham.,.......ccccuveeeeee Rev. J. Vander Meer -
Chicago s Rev. A. H. De Kruyter........
Chicago” South Rev. J. Malestein

Eastern Ontario....-cc.o..- Rev. A. De Jager...........ieoc
Grand Rapids East . W. Van Rees

Grand Rapids South.__..Rev. J. Schuurmann

Grand Rapids West._....... Rev. R. Rienstra.

Rev. W. Boelkins

Dr. G. Goris

e Rev. G. J. Hoytema

Grandville.... . ..Dr. W. Hendriksen
Hackensack.u.'. ................... Rev. M. J. Baarman -
Hamilton............... N Rev. A. J. Vanden Pol.........
Holland- Dr. S. J. De Vries..
Hudson Rev. B. E. Pekelder

Kalamazoo.........ccceeeee...o. Rev. T. Yff -
Minnesota North. .-Rev. J. H. Stek

Dr. E. J. Masselink

Rev. L Mulder

Minnesota' South...........
Muskegon..

Rev J. Breuker...cocvioeeeee.

..... '...........Rev 1. Medendorp

...Rev. B. Visscher

Rev. J. W. Van Weelden
Rev. J. Geels

Rev. L. Van Laar

~Rev. J. Zwaanstra

......... Rev. H. C. Van Deelen

Dr. L. Praamsma

North Central Iowa - . K. Slager

Orange’ Clty i omRev. L. C. Bossenbroek........
. Pacific Rev. J. Griffioen

Pella............: Rev. J. H. Olthoff.

Rocky Mountain..............Rev. N« De Vries

Sioux Center. ............. Rev. H. Petersen.......cccccc.....

Toronto . H. A. Venema

Wisconsin........ccvmirccccccns Rev. H. Exoo......

Zeeland... oo Rev. J. Gritter

Rev. M. Zylstra

Members-at-Large

Eastern District....

Rev. E. Oostendorp

P Hofstra, M.D

Mr. S. Steen

Central District R. Tolsma . Dr. G. De Jong
: Mr C. Van Valkenburg.....oocooooooocnmiceeeecl Mr. C. Zylstra
‘Mr. G. Buter, M.B.A.....c.cceccc... Mr. J. N Vander Ark
E. Feenstra, D.V.M P. Westra -
Mr. A. Hulst. ..,Dr., D. De Vries.
~ Mr. G. Tinholt Mr. R. Holwerda
Midwest District..............Dr. B. De Boer -
Far West Dlstnct.._.,.- ....... ..Dr. H. De Jong Mr. H. Apol

— Approved .
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II. MeMBERS OF THE BoARD oF ForREIGN MISSIONS - -

Alternate

Rev. H. Bouma

Rev. ‘C; Tuininga
Rev.:S. Newhouse

Classis Primi
Alberta North...__....._.._. Rev. H, Bajema
Alberta South... Rev. P. J. Hoekstra
British -Columbia.. ~Revi'R. Popma........ ;
Cadillac............ ..Rev, F. Einfeld
California .Rev. H. Petroelje
Chatham..... ~Rev: J. Verbrugge

Rev. S. Cooi:er

Rev. J. Meppelink

Chicago. North.. .-Rev. O, Breen..... .
Chicago South............ Rev. J. Scholten‘.,.....f ....... S
Eastern Ontario.....co..r.... Rev. K. Hart....}

............. Rev. R. Van Harn.

Rev. A. Haa]boom

Grand Raplds Fast. .
Grand' Rapids South.......Dr. R. Wierenga....

..Rev. J. Hasper.....

........ Rev, A.'J ‘Vérburg

Rev. 'D. Hoitenga

Grand - Raplds West ......... Rev. G. Rozcnbob/m.‘:*“
Grandville.....". . 8. Werkema......

Rev. B. Niemeyer
Rev. P, Zylstra:

Rev, . C. Vos:

Rev. A. Persenaire"

Rev. A Walcott.

Hackensack.... . T Versepiit..oooievie i
Hamilton ..D. J. Scholten bl :
Holland....oooiio Rev. D, Negen...i...l....
Hudson..... IR Rev. N. Vanderzee:

. O. Holtrop

Rev. 'H. G. Arold

Minnesota North, . J. De Haan

. Rev. M Keumhé .

Re". M. Dombush

Rev, S. Viss |
Rev. J. Bultmian

Rev. L. Bossenbroek:

Rev. J. Hoeksema

Rev. W. Dryfhout
..Rev. A.'Haan’

ancsota South, ; ]. Rubingh...

MUSKEgOTL. vereeennrerereeeneere . Poel S

North Central Iowa........ Rev. C ToeSCtorarmeernn.
Orange Clty ] B. Hulst.

Pacific..! . De Jong...

Pella......:: i Dr. P Y De Jong X ;
Rocky Mountam .............. Rev. R. Posthuma.’iio oo

Sioux Center......

...Rev A, Arkema

Rev, J. Kuntz

.......... R::v M. Vanderwerp

Toronto Rev. H. W, Krere.
Wisconsin...ooooocemeicenne. Rev. P. Vander Weide............
Zeeland a tieeeeen Rev, Fo M. Hui enga ‘
Member-at-Large Mr. J. T. Daverman B
Member-at-Large, ..Dr. R, De Mol .. }
Member-at—Large .............. Mr H. Gelderloos .

III GENERAL GOMMITTEE FOR HOME MIS SIONS. .

Cla.s.:z.r - Primi

Alberta North. oo Rev. J. G. Kruis .
Alberta South... ..Rev. G. Vanden Beérg..

Rev. L. Oostendorp
General -alternate. for-
Membcrs-at-Large

—4 pproved

Alternate -

Rev. H. Bade

British Columbia.
Cadillac....coceeeeereenenrenens Rev. P. Honderd

o Rev. ]. J. Holwerda

California ..Rev. B. Den Ouden... . Rev. J. Van Ryn
Chatham...... --Rev. A, B. C. Hoﬂzmd...‘..._..'..‘.....;;...-7 ............ Reév. J. Quartel
Chicago Nort Rev. G. Zylstra... :Rev. B, Byma

Rev. W. Buursma

Chicago South.......cceeemncee. Rev. -M:- Ouwinga :
Eastern Ontano.........;; ..... . G. Ringhalda.....
Grand- Rapids East..._... . G. Vanderhill.

‘Rev. J. E. F. Dresselbuis
........... Rev. J. A. Mulder

-.Rev. L. Dykstra

Grand Rapids -South. . E.-B. Pekelder.

Grand Rapids West...... . .-..;Rev W. Swierenga

Rev. A. Hoogstrate
Rev. F. Van Houten

Grandville...cvceiiecsenen. Rev. H. Vander T(am . .
Hackensack ..o Dr. G. Stob......_... e eianienanaanann
Hamilton.... Rev. H, Numan

Ll.:.Rev. F. J. MacLeod

Rev. J. G. Kunst -
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... Classis Primi Alternate
Holland.... .. De Kruyter. i ievnenniincees Dr. J. Hoogstra
‘Hudson.-.. . Rooy. - .....Rev. E. Boer
Kalamazoo. . ...e.scemeescuenn. Ribbens.... Rev. H. De Weerd

_Minnesota -Nor
anesota South

Toronto...
‘Wisconsin..
Zeeland

.Executive Secretary......... B
‘Minister of Evangelism. "Dr. D. Van Halsema.oooeoo...

Treasm er.....

IV DELEGATES FOR EXAMINATION (Synod1cal Exanuners)

S

Classis
.Alberta North

Alberta South.....
British Columbia......c.....;

Cadillac........
California..
Chatham..:

Grandville:

Rocky Mountain.
Sioux Center....w......

" “Mr. 'D. Farenhorst

Grand Raplds We'

. Holwerda...

eveemree s .Rev. J. Jeffers

Rev. B. Ypma

Graves

Rev. T. Vanden Bosch

Niewenhuis:

...Rev. R. S, De Haan

Wesseling...

Voortman

. Holkeboer.................

........ Rev. J. R, Van Dyke

-Rev. M. Doornbos

........... wonRev.’ J. Zwaansfra

. Gm.llanmr

oo REV, P. Baker
Rev H. Hollander

Mwmavapwo e D

.~E. Rozendal:

B As “Var Someren
..Rev. R. H. Hooker

[, Baarman.

Mr, G. Van Malsen
‘Member:-at-Large '

Rev.. B, E. Pekélder

.Mr. G. Monsma....

Mr. H. Camping

B Mr J Stad
. Mr. J ]oosse, Sr.
Mr. F. Masselink

+ Mr. F; Steen..........

LMy, .- Hamersma

M:r., T. Hoeksema...,

Mr. R. Van Til

:Mr L Vandertﬂl

“Primi

oniRev. BoNederlof il il L

Dr R. Bloc‘ksma

S Ap" oved

“Alternate
i ReviHE ‘Bajema

.Rev. H.: Moes.

_Rev P.:J."Hoekstra

..Rev. L. Baker
Rev. J. Putt

Rev. C. O. Buus_
Rev. K. Hart...
Rev. G Gritter.

Rev.!’A. B. C."Héfland:
Rev. O. Breen.............

..Rev. J, J Holwerda

. Rev E Ta.ms
Rev:" H: De Moor

...Rev H N. Erﬁ'mcyer

Dr R Kooxstra
Rev. N. Veltman

.Rev, J. Epplnga
—--Rev: P, Ouwinga
Rev. H. Vander Kam

.‘:.Rev J c. Derksen

emeeeemenranannen Rev. M. Bolt

«.Rev."R. J. Frens

Minnesota North...
Minnesota South...

Muskegon.

North Central Iowa.
Orange City...c.c.e....

......... Rcv.

ﬁ‘"

..Rev. P. Holwerda

Rubmgh
Medendoip
Visscher....: 5

Y
H, De Haan. -
0 -
C.

-Rev. J. H., Stek

iReve Ri Graves

T,
2 J:
.
- J.
By
c

. Vander Ark

Rev..C. R. Veenstra
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Classis Primi E - ‘Alternate
. Pacificee oo Reve. ] Griffioenci. Livewieeen. cwieRev, Jo Geels
Pella. o SR Dr. P. Y. De Jong.... : Rev. J.- H. Olthoff
Rocky Mountain..............Rev. N, De Vries........, e Rev. N. Vogelzang
Sioux: Clenter......... . ceeeeeioeeeenRev, HU QL Van Declen
Toronto...... ...Rev. H. W, Kroeze..... rerraneen-REVL P, M. Jonker
Wisconsin... —.Rev. H. EX00.crroo, eeeermerecereseREV. B, Dykstra

Zeeland.....coocuvernreceeerenn, Rev. L. Oostendorp.......l.....'.........,,...Rcv F. M. Huizenga
i ; : — Approved .
V SvNon ArrrovE THE FoLLowING APPOINTMENTS g

A Standing Committtees:

1. Synodical Committee: Revs, G. Hoeksema, I K Van Baalen, 3. C Ver-
brugge, and the Stated Clerk (ex-officio). (Terms expire 1962).

2. Stated Clerk: Dr. R. J. Danhof (term explres Aug 31, 1964) Altemate
Rev. Peter G. Holwerda,

3. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. Lester Ippel (term expu-es 1961); ‘Altcm‘ate: Mr.
Gcorge Wieland,

4, Representative General Commission Army and Navy Chaplains: Rev. Harold
Dekker Alternate: Dr. George Stob.

- 5. Ca.nadmn Bible Society: Rev. Alvin Venema, Altemate Rev. J. Kuntz.

6. _Ecumemmty and Correspondence ml_:_h,,othe'r Cl;u.rches. Rev. A. Brink, Dr.
] T. Hoogstra Dr. D. L. Van Halsema, Stated Clerk (ex-officio).

7. Historical Committee: Dr, J. H, Krommmga, Dr. E Y. Monsma, Dr.
Ippel, Rev. L. Qostendorp. . )

8. Transportation Secretary: Mr. A, H. Andnese

9. Arrangements and Reporis for Synod My. Lester Ippel Alternaue Mr
Georgc Kamp.

10. Representative Lord’s Day Alliance US Rev a. Vos, Alternate: Rev.
Jacob P. Smith,

11. Representative National Christian Association: Rcv A, De Kruyter, Alter-
nate: Rev. O. Breen.

12. Young Calvinist Federation of Amcnca Rev, L. J Dykstra and Mrs D.
Van Halsema; Alternates: Rev. M. Goote and Mis. R. Tlemersma

13, Canadian Immigration Committee: Revs. P. J. Hoekstra G Bouma A,
Persenalre R. Groeneboer; Messrs. D. ]J. Maat M. Mol, H. J Ten Hove, J.
Vander Vliet‘ and the Minister of Evangelism, Dr D. L. Van Halsema.

14. Korean Reformed Spiritual Relief: Dr. J. T. Hoogstra Dr. E. J. Masselmk
_ Rev. Edw. Cooke; Messrs. A. Naber, E. Vermaat

15. Korean Material Relief: G. R. Deacons’ Confcrcncc, and Rev. J Hasper as
Advisor.

" 16. Special Advisory Budget Committee: Messrs, William H. Boer, F. Dieleman,
George Kamp, George Wieland; Alternate, Clarence De Vrlcs

- 17. Representative Lord’s Day Allla.nce of Ca.uada Rev. chry Vcnema Alter-
nate, Dr. L. Praamsma. .
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18. Pension Board of Calvin College and Seminary: Messrs, Lambert Beré and
Mr Lcster Ippel.

19 Synodical Reprcsentanve on Fmth Prayer and Tract League Mr. J-
Keuning., .. .. - \ . (s

. 20. Christian Reformed Rcsettlement Scmce Committee: Dr. Lewis B. Smtdes,
Dr R. J. Danhof {Corresponding Secretary), Rev. W. Haverkamp, Mr. Clarencc
Beute, Mr. Henry Velzen, Sr., Dr. Wesley De Young.

21. Church Help Fund, Inc.: Revs. C. R. Véenstra, L. Bossenbroek, J. Vzmde
Lune; Messrs, M. Wiersma, A, Engbers; Alternate, Mr. Elmer Duistermars..

22. Representative American Blble Socxety Rev. A, H. Smlt Alternatc Rev.
W. Van Antwerpen.

23. Convening Church” for 1961 Synod' nghland Hills Chrxstzan Refcrmcd,
Church, Grand Rapids, Mich. -

24, Sunday School Committee: Rev. G. J. Rozenboom, Dr. G. Goris, Dr. J
Van Bruggen Mr W, Schlpper Mr. Jay Poel, Mrs Henry Ippel, and Mlss M
Schoolland. .,

25. Sponsorslnp of 