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Synodical Prayer Service

First Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids
Tuesday, June 11, 1957, 7:45 o’clock

PreLUDE — Ee¢n Vaste Burg is Onze God - - - - - Jan Zwart
SILENT PRAYER
*PsaLTER HymnaL - - - - - - - - - Number 320:1, 2, 4, 6

*¥VOTUM AND SALUTATION

ScrirTURE READING - - - - - - - - - - - - Colossians 1
PsavLrtEr HymnarL - - - - - - - - - - - - - Number 24
PrAVER

OrrerTORY — Prayer of Thanksgiving -  tune, Old Netherlands Melody

Offering for Centennial Memorial Thankoffering

*PsaLTerR HymNnaL - - - - - - - - - - - - Number 329
Cuowr — Faith of Our Fathers - - - Arranged by H. E. McCall
Text - - -~ « -« - -« « - - -« - - - - Colossiansg 1:9, 10

SERMON — Paul’s Prayer for the Colossian Church - - - - -

7

- - - - = = - -« <« =« - -« - Rev. Wiliam Van Rees
PsarTEr HymMNAL - - e e o e e Number 420:1, 2
PRAYER FOR SYNOD

*BENEDICTION
*PsaLTeR HymNaL - - - - - - - - - - - Number 131:5, 6

*Doxorocy — Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow - - -
~ = = = = - - - - - - - - Psalter Hymnal Number 468

Postrupe — The One hundredth Psalm - -, - - - Henry Purcell

© * Standing
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ACTS OF SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, Michigan

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM., JUNE 12, 1957

First Sessmn

ARTICLE 1

The Rev. William Van Rees, pastor of the convening church, calls
Synod. to order. Synod is invited to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 340,
“O God How Wonderful Thou Art”” Rev. Van Rees reads 1 Corin-
thians 3 after which he leads in prayer using the “Opening Prayer
for Ecclesiastical Assemblies.”

ARTICLE 2

Rev. Van Rees welcomes the delegates to Synod, the advisers, the
fraternal delegates from the sister and corresponding churches, and
addresses Synod as follows:

Delegates to the Synod of 1957, Advisers, Fraternal Representatives of Our Si:ter.
and Corresponding Churches, Brethren in Jesus Christ:

In the name of the convening church, the First Church of Grand Rapids, I
wish to welcome you to this synodical meeting. As one of the Centennial
Churches we consider it a high honor that we were designated as the convening
church for Synod in this year of our 100th anniversary. The early history of the
First Church is so closely interwoven with the early history of the denomination

that there is a very intimate union between the two.

At this meeting of Synod I ask you to remember the significance of our de-
nominational history. Qurs is a denomination which has a very strong historical
feeling. We see in the past not only the actions of men imbued with a love for
the Word of God and unquestionable loyalty to the Reformed faith, but we are
especially conscious of the guidance of the Holy Spirit so richly experienced in
the years of our history. Consequently we must have a keen appreciation for the
past history of our church. Let us not break with the past merely because it is
old. Let us be thankful for the guidance of our providential God, for the bless-
ings and favors of the covenant Jehovah, and for the rich heritage which He in
his infinite grace has given us. But we must also be aware of our present re-
sponsibility as well as the challenge of the future. We live today, and it is to-
day that we must make our contribution according to the grace which God has
given us and we must seek to make an impact upon the world in which we live.

There have been many changes throughout the years of our denominational
existence. Years ago our fathers worshipped God in humble buildings while
today we are a denomination of many beautiful churches. The financial con-
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tributions of our people are very large. We are thankful for our ever expand-
ing College and Seminary. And yet the problems which confront the church
today are not so different than those of padst years. The Agenda for this Synod
presents matters which have been considered again and again by past synods. I
think' of ecclesiastical control of our college, the problem of divorce and re-
- marriage, woman suffrage, membership in neutral Labor Unions, etc.

~ You are now ready to begin your work. It is our prayer that God may fill

you with the knowledge of his will. Face the problems Scripturally, prayerfully,
realistically. Consider the principles of God’s truth in their application to the
existing situations. Debate the issues, see to it that Synod remains a deliberative
body, but ever maintain the spirit of unity. Seek the honor of God, the purity
of  doctrine, the holiness of life, and the welfare of the church. “Put on love
which is the bond of perfection.” “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to. God the Father through
him.”

ARTICLE 3

The credentials are presented and the roll call reveals the following
delegates to be present:

Classis Alberta North Classis Eastern Oniario

Ministers......ccc.o.. Rev. J. H. Piersma Ministers. .oooceeee.. Rev. P. M. Jonker
Rev. B. J. Boerkoel Rev. D. Mellema
Elders......ccceeennees J. Olthuis Elders.........

-..Dr. H. H. Felderhof
J. Louwerse :

Classis Grand Rapids East

N. Greidanus -
Calssis Alberta South

‘Ministers.............. Rev. M., Dornbush MInisSters....ccceeeenn Rev. J. A, Mulder
. Rev. P. J. Hoekstra . Rev. G. Gritter
Elders................. M. Hofman Elders..................Dr, J. H. Bratt
C. Van’t Land S, Van Til
Classis Cadillac Classis Grand Rapids South.
Ministers. . ...ccouenae Rev. H. Vander Aa Ministers...ccoceee- Rev. G. Goris
. Rev. W, Huyser Rev. J. Schuurmann
Elders.........cc.......B. Koster B 1 U (<1 - TUR— C. Van Malsen
E. Kamper J. Koop
Classis California Classis Grand Rapids West
MiniSters . oceeceee- Rev. J. Putt Ministers.......oe... Rev. A, C. De Jong
Rev. J. T. Holwerda- Rev, J. W, Visser
Elders...........\.......]. Zoetewey Elders...c.ccoccaecemne L. Kloet

J. D. Vander Ark
Classis Chatham

D. F. Van Vliet

Classis Hackensack

Ministers.....o..coeo Rev. J. Gritter MiInisters...ooeeacee- Rev. C. Vos
Rev. A. B, C. Hofland Rev. L. Smedes
Elders........ccoeeeceen B. W. Klinker Elders......cocueeamne. P. Borduin
H. Knapper C. Jones
Classis Chicago North Classis Hamilton
Ministers..............Rev. R. J. Frens Ministers.....co.... Rev. J. Geuzebroek
Rev. O. Breen Rev. A. Persenaire
Elders......ccoeceemeas P. Damsma

Elders....... e, J. Huizenga
- M. Vander Velde

Classis Chicago South

J. Jaarsma

Classis Holland

Ministers.........ceeee Rev. 8. Kramer Ministers. ....cce-o- Rev. J. H. Brink

Rev. W. Buursma Rev. J. A. De Kruyter
Elders..oooceceeceneeee E. Ooms Elders......cccooeeeee Dr. C. De Graaf

J. C. Dekker - R. Holwerda
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Classis Hudson

Ministers......coce... Rev, B. Pekelder
Rev. N. J. Monsma

Elders..ooceeeeeeee A. Visbeen Elders.......cocceeee..

"C. Tanis

Classis Kalamazoo

Ministers.....coeeee- Rev. W, Vander Haak Ministers.............

Rev. O. Holtrop

Classis Pacific

Ministers....ccooeee Rev. W. Verwolf-

Rev. W, Reinsma
_.J. Visser
C. Van Dalfsen

Classis Pella

Rev. L, Van Laar
Rev. J. Olthof

e e et ety e A R S i PN N A Rt e g NP O

Elders......ceee. C. Van Andel Elders...coceoceeracas T. Vander Hart
. J. Verbridge P. Meyer
Classis Minnesota North Classis Rocky Mountain
Ministers............. Rev. J. H. Stek Ministers.............Rev. J. L, Meppelink
Rev. J. L. Bult Rev. H. Roelofs
Elders..................A, H. Ledeboer Elders......c..ccoo.... H. Schreuder
K. A. Brouwer J. Deters
Classis Minnesota South ‘ Classis Sioux Center
‘Ministers......c.e... Rev. J. A. Hoeksema  Ministess....o....... Rev. G, Vander Plaats
Rev, O. De Groot Rev. L. Bouma
Elders..oooeianies J. Van Essen Elders. .o coeeieaeeee M. Mosterd
B. Vanden Berg J. Ten Harmsel
Classis Muskegon Classis Toronto
Ministers.......c.cc-.. Rev. L. Veltkamp Ministers..............Rev. H. A, Venema
Rev. D. Drost Rev. J. Rook
Elders...;.cccccceoeeee.. ] . Vander Wel Elders......-.co--.--....C. Hollander
W. De Young J. W. F, Uitvlugt
Classis Orange City Classis Wisconsin
Ministers. ... Rev. L. C. Bossenbroek M1msters .............. Rev, B. A. Van Someren
Rev. H. Minnema Rev. H. Exoo
Elders.........cc........ Boer Elders.........W.A.....]. Ribbens
J. Ekdom G. Eisenga
Classis Ostfriesland Classis Zeeland )
Ministers.......ccc... Rev. J. A. Wesseling  Ministers.............. Rev. J. Breuker
Rev. E. H. Oostendorp Rev. C. Schempet
Elders..........c..... A. Haupt - Elders i E. Wezeman.
A, Cooper J. Sturing
ARTICLE 4
Synod elects the following officers:
President. e Rev. N. J. Monsma, Paterson, New Jersey
Vice-President ..o Rev. John Gritter, London, Ontario
First Clerkwee e Rev. John Breuker, Hudsonville, Michigan
Second Cleth. ... Rev. John T. Holwerda, Bellflower, California
ARTICLE 5

Rev. William Van Rees, President pro-tem, introduces the officers to
Synod. The President responds, expressing appreciation to Rev. Van Rees
for his message at the prayer service and for his opening address to Synod.
He also thanks Synod for the confidence placed in him and the other
officers elected and urges that we set ourselves prayerfully and diligently
to the work before Synod. He acknowlédges the Advisers, voicing the
happiness of Synod that all are able to be present at the first meeting.
He also greets the representatives of sister and corresponding churches,
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ARTICLE 6
The President reads the “Public Declaration of Agreement with the
Forms of Unity” and the delegates express their agreement by rising.

ARTICLE 7 '
The Second Clerk announces' that the officers have appointed the
following Program Committee: the officers of Synod, the Revs. J. H.
Piersma, P. J. Hoekstra, S. Kramer, J. Schuurmann, C. Vos, J. A. De
Kruyter, J. Bult, O. De Groot, L. C. Bossenbroek, W. Reinsma, L. Van
Laar, J. Rook: and the Elders E. Koster, M. Vander Velde, Dr. H. H.
Felderhof, Dr. J. Bratt, D. Van Vliet, P. Damsma, C. Van Andel, J.
Vander Wel, A, Cooper, H. Schreuder, M. Mosterd, G. Eisenga.

ARTICLE 8
Synod adopts the following time schedule: 8:30 to 11:45 a.m. with
a 15-minute recess at 10:30; and from 1:30 to 5:45 p.m. with a 15-minute
recess at 3:30.
| ARTICLE 9
Dr. John H. Krommmga announces that the Centennial Committee
has arranged for the delegates of Synod to attend the Pageant, Upon
This Rock, in a body Wednesday evening in the Civic Auditorium, and
that a dinner has been arranged for all the delegates and representatives
of sister and corresponding churches for Wednesday evening, June 19,
in the CGalvin Commons. Synod decides to approve of these arrange-
ments. '
ARTICLE 10
Synod decides to recess until 4:00 p.m. in order that the Program
Committee may be able to prepare its report. The Vice-President leads
in closing prayer.
ARTICLE 11 o
Synod reconvenes at 4:00 pm. The Second Clerk reports for the
Program Committee. The following Advisory Committees are appointed:

ComMrTTEE No. I — Educational Matters

Chairman, Rev. J. Schuurmann; Reporter, Rev. G. Gritter. Revs. J. H. Brink,
P, M. Jonker, H. Exoo, H. Minnema; Elders D. F, Van Vliet, C. Van Andel,
E. Wezeman, A. H. Ledeboer, B. W, Klinker, C. Jones. Advisers: Pres. W.
‘Spoelhof (College matters), Pres. J. H. Kromminga (Seminary matters).

CoMMITTEE No. IT — Longe Range Planning

Chairman, Rev. L. Van Laar; Reporter, Rev. A. C. De Jong. Revs. C. Vos,
L. Veltkamp, J. Putt, J. Geuzebroek; Elders A. Cooper, J. Huizenga, R. Hol-
werda, A. Visbeen, J. Ribbens, J. Deters, J. Visser. Advisers: Pres. W. Spoel-
hof, Pres. J. Kromminga.

CoMmMITTEE No. 111 — Indian and Foreign Missions

Chairman, Rev. A. Persenaire; Reporter, Rev. W, Vander Haak. Revs. L. C.
Bossenbroek, C. Schemper, D. Drost, G. Vander Plaats; Elders H. H. Felderhof,
P. Meyer, G. Van Malsen, J. D. Vander Ark, E. Ooms, M. Greidanus. Ad-
visers: Rev. H. Dekker, Dr. M. Wyngaarden.

CoMMmITTERE No. IV — Home Missions
Chairman, Rev. O. De Groot; Reporter, Rev. Elco Oostendorp. Revs. P. J.
Hoekstra, J. L. Bult, W. Verwolf, W. Buursma; Elders E. Koster, J. C. Dekker,



e i o i

e Y

e et ey e,
e e b o o Rt et it e e o e et - e
e et ot e . ~

AcTs or SyNop, 1957 7

J. Verbridge, J. Van Essen, J. Boer, J. Olthuis. Advisers: Rev. H. Dekker, Dr.
M. Wyngaarden. ’

CommMiTTEE No. V — Publication Matters

Chairman, Rev. ]J. De Kruyter; Reporter, Rev. B. Pekelder. Revs. W. H.
Huyser, B. J. Boerkoel, J. Meppelink, J. Wesseling; Elders E. Kamper, G.
Eisenga, P. Damsma, M, Hofman, B, Vanden Berg, J. Ekdom. Advisers: Prof.
C. Kromminga, Prof. H. Schultze.

CoMMITTEE No. VI — Church Order :
Chairman, Rev. J. A. Mulder; Reporter, Rev O. Breen. Revs. L. Smedes,
I Hocksema, S. Kramer, J. Stek, H. A. Venema; Elders S. Van Til, M. Mostexrd,

J. Jaarsma, C. Van Dalfsen, C. Hollander, J. Vander Wel.  Advisers: Prof. M.
Monsma, Prof. R. B. Xuiper.

CommMmITTEE No. VII — Varia

Chairman, Dr. G. Goris; Reporter, Dr. O. Holtrop; Revs. J. H. Olthof, D.
Mellema, H. Roelofs, M. Dornbush; Elders J. Louwerse, J. Koop, K. A. Brouwer,
T. Vander Hart, J. Ten Harmsel, W. De Young. Advisers: Prof. H. Kuiper,
Dr. R, Stob. ’
CoMmrtTEE No. VIII — Protests and Appeals

Chairman, Rev. R. J. Frens; Reporter, Rev. W. Reinsma. Revs. L. Bouma,

-J. W. Visser, A. B. C. Hofland, J. H. Piersma; Elders C. De Graaf, J. Sturing,

J. H. Bratt, P Borduin, J. Uitvlugt, C. Van’t Land. Advisers: Dr. F. Klooster,
Dr. H. Stob Prof. M. Woudstra.
CommrTTEE No. IX — Budget

Chairman, Elder H. Schreuder; Reporter, Elder M. Vander Velde. Revs. J.
Rook, B. A. Van Someren, H. Vanderaa; Elders L. Kloet, C. Tanis, J. Zoeteway,
H. Knapper, A. Haupt. Advisers: The Standing Advisory Budget Committee.

ARTICLE 12 ‘
Synod decides to hold a session Saturday forenoon, June 15.

ARTICLE 13
The Stated Glerk reads the reports of the Synodical Committee and
of the Stated Clerk. (cf. Supplement No. 44)
The reports are received as information, and the work approved.
The Stated Clerk will thank the Grand Rapids Deacons’ Conference
for its work in behalf of Tornado Relief in Michigan. (cf. Supplement .

" No. 44)

ARTICLE 14

S'ynod adjourns, and the Vice-President, Rev. J. Gritter, leads in
closing prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 13
Second Session

ARTICLE 15
The President calls Synod to order. The First Clerk leads in devotions.
He requests that Synod sing No. 254 of the Psalter Hymnal, reads Psalm
119:105-112, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 16

The roll is called. All delegates are present with the exceptlon of
Rev. J. Bult, who was called home because of a funeral,
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ARTICLE 17
The Chairman appoints the following Committees:
Reception Committee: Rev. L. Veltkamp and Rev. S. Kramer. (cf

. Arts. 23, 37, 38, 52, 65, 78, 105)

Obztuary Commzttce Rev L. Van Laar and Rev. D. Mellema. (cf.
Art. 177)

ARTICLE 18 .

The Committee on Credentials of the Candidates reports on two ex-
ceptional cases. Rev. J. Stek reporter.

I. An Appeal of Mr. Richard Hartwell
* In a letter dated June 11, 1957, addressed to the Stated Clerk of Synod, Mr.
Richard Hartwell appeals to Synod the decision of the Faculty of Calvin Seminary
and requests that he be recommended for Candidacy in the Christian Reformed
Church. Specifically, Mr. Hartwell appeals to Synod “to waive the required
recommendations and to accept him for examination with a view to Candidacy
" for the Ministry in the Christian Reformed Church.”

A. HisTory oF THE CASE

1. Mr. Hartwell attended Calvin College four years, graduating with an A.B.
degree, at which time he was of Baptist persuasion.

2. He took up his theological training at Westminster Seminary with a view
to entering the Baptist ministry. At that Seminary he studied for four years, at-
taining to the Master of Theology degree.

3. Upon leaving Westminster in the spring of 1955, he became aware that he
was no longcr of Baptist convictions but had become persuaded of the Reformed
faith with its covenant doctrincs. Thereupon he became a memiber of the La Grave
Avenue Christian Reformed Church,

4. During the course of the past year he has attended Calvin Seminary with
a view to entering the ministry of the Christian Reformed Church, having been
accepted as a regular student by the Board of Trustces. He has completed 24
semester hours of graduate work. During the course of the year he has been
‘licensed to exhort in our churches and has done so acceptably, according to the
Executive Committee of the consistory of the La Grave Ave, congregation,

5. President Kromminga reports that the Faculty has ¢valuated Mr. Hartwell’s
academic record at both Westminster Seminary and Calvin Seminary as “tho-
roughly satisfactory.”

6. His one academic deficiency lies in the area of the Dutch language. He has
submitted to a Dutch reading test, given him by the Seminary Faculty, and failed.
On the bagis of this deficiency, and in accordance with standing rules pertaining
to such cases, the Faculty has not 1ct:ommcndcd Mr. Hartwell,

B. RECOMMENDATIONS

That Synod take cognizance of the fact that the Faculty’s failure to recommend
Mr. Hartwell was based solely on his deflciency in the Dutch language, and that
Synod waive the Dutch requirement in this case.

Grounds:

1. The special circumstances; particularly the fact that during all of his pre-
seminary training and practically all of his theological training Mr. Hartwell had
in view the Baptist Ministry but now, because of a change in convictions, wishes
to enter the Christian Reformed Ministry.

2. Mr. Hartwell’s acceptable academic record. His deficiency in the Dutch is
not due to lack of academic ability but to a deficicncy in his academic training.

3. Mr. Hartwell has attended our Seminary this past year as a regular student,
satisfactorily completing (without the Dutch requirement) 24 semester hours of
academic work, and he has exhorted acceptably in our churches.
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Rev. J. A. Mulder reports on the sermon Mr.-Hartwell presented to
Synod. It is decided that the recommendation of the Advisory Com-
mittee be adopted after the amendment is added that Mr. Hartwell will
be expected to remedy his deficiency in Dutch. Mr. Hartwell is now
admitted to the examination for candidature.

L The Case of Mr. Paul Szto.-,.(See Overture No. 16, and Supplement

No. 8-A)
A. RECOMMENDATION:

The Committee recommends that Synod accede to the overture of
Classes Hudson and Hackensack re Mr. Paul Stzo for the reasons given.

Rev. R. J. Frens reports relative the sermon submitted by Mr. Stzo.
Synod adopts the recommendation of the Committee.

ARTICLE 19

Synod adjourns for the day so that the advisory committees may per-
form their work. The Second Clerk; Rev. J. T. Holwerda, leads in prayer
and Synod adjourns.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 14, 1957
Third Session

ARTICLE 20

The President calls upon Rev. John H. Piersma to conduct the de-
votions. Synod sings No. 396, stanzas 1-3 from the Psalter Hymnal
Rev. Piersma reads Ephesians 4:1-16 and presents the needs of Synod
in prayer to God.

ARTICLE 21 ,
The roll call reveals all delegates present with the exception of Rev. -

" J. Bult, who was not yet returned. (See Art. 16)

ARTICLE 22
The minutes of the first and second sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 23
(cf. Arts. 37, 38, 52, 65, 78, 105)

Rev. L. Veltkamp, member of the Reception Committee, presents
Rev. Mamoru Tamaki, representative of the Reformed Church in Japan.
Rev. Tamaki conveys to Synod the sincere greetings of his Church in
japan He congratulates the Christian Reformed Church on its Cen-
tennial; expresses the appreciation of his Church for the cooperation
received from our Church particularly through our Missionaries in

- Japan; and prays that our Church may be abundantly blessed and re-

quests that we remember them before God’s throne of grace.

Dr. L. Smedes responds and expresses our interest in the Reformed
Church in Japan; assures them of our continued prayers; and bespeaks
for them God’s favor in the future
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ARTICLE 24
The Comrmttee on Credentials of the Candidates and the Sermon
Critics veport that they know of no reason why the examination of the
Candidates should not proceed. — Recetved as information.
ARTICLE 25
The delegates of Synod are divided into four sections for examination
of the candidates which is conducted according to the following schedule:
The candidates preach on the following assigned texts:

. Wilbur L. De Jong.......... Gen. 1:26-28 Esler L. Shuart............... John 15:1, 2
Jay De Vries............. Gen, 2:15-17 Gordon T. Stuit......ccccoeeeeee. Eph. 2:4-6

tiarold L. De Weerd............ Gen. 3:1-8 Jacob Stulp..... ....Eph. 2:19-22
John Groenewold............... . 6 Paul Szto....coiceceiiiinec Eph. 3:14-19
Aris Haalbooni......... Louis Tamminga.............. Eph. 4:11-13
Richard Hartwell... 1ians Uitenbosch......o.o..... Eph. 4:30
Earl S, Holkeboer... . Clarence Vander Plate..Luke 15:25-32
Louis Kok..oooooeeiin. Gen 25:29-34 ‘Thomas Van den Bosch....Isaiah 6:1-5
Peter Kranenburg......... Gen. 32:24-28 Peter Van Egmond......Isaiah 49-14-16
Eugene W, Los.............. Matt, 25:1-13 Roger E. Van Harn....._. Isaiah 60:1-3
John W, Maas... ....Luke 15:11.-24 Gerald E. Van Oyen........ 1 Peter 1:3-5
Gordon Negen.. ...Psalm 16:5, 6 L. Van Staalduinen........ 1 Peter 1:6, 7

Harvey Quwinga.. woPsalm 78:4.7 Henry Van Wyk......1 Peter 1:13-16
Jack H. Paauw......... Psalm 119:17-19 James E. Versluys........1 Peter 2:9, 10
Fugene F. Rubingh........ Luke 9:57-62 - Donald Wisse L Peter 2:11, 12

Arend Rumph............... John 10:27-29 Lloyd Wolters............ 1 Peter 3:15, 16

The examinations are conducted according to the following schedule:

SECTION No. 1
Chajrman, Rev. N, J. Monsma; Reporter, Rev. J. Piersma
Examining Classes: Alberta North, Alberta South, Cadillac, California, Chatham,
Chicago North, Chicago South.
Candidates examined: Wilbur De Jong, Jay Dc Vries, Harold De Weerd, John
Groenewold, Aris Haalboom, Richard Hartwell, Earl Polkeboer Louis Kok,

SECTION No. 2
Chairman, Rev. J. Gritter; Reporter, Rev. J. W. Vlsscr
Examining Classes: Bastern Ontario, Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids South,
Grand Rapids West, Hackensack, Hamilton, Holland.
Candidates Examined: Peter Kranenburg, Eugene Los, John Maas, Gordon
Negen, Harvey Ouwinga, Jack Paauw, Eugene Rubingh, Arend Rumph,

SECTION No. '3
Chairman, Rev. J. Breuker; Reporter, Rev. O. De Groot

Examining Classes: Hudson, Kalamazoo, Minnesota North, Minnesota South,
Muskegon, Orange City, Ostfriesland.

Candidates examined: Esler Shuart, Gordon Stuit, Jacob Stulp, Paul Szto,
Louis Tamminga, Hans Ulttenbosch, Thomas Vanden Bosch, Clarence Vander
Plate.’

SECTION No. 4
Chairman, Rev. J. T. Holwerda; Reporter, Rev. L. Bouma

Examining Classes: Pacific, Pella, Rocky Mountain, Sioux Center, Toronto,
Wisconsin, Zeeland.

Candidates examined: Peter Van Egmond, Roger Van Harn, Gerald Van Oyen,
Leonard Van Staalduinen, Henry Van Wyk, James Versluys, Donald Wisse,
Lloyd Wolters. . :
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ARTICLE 26
- Synod meets in full session for the examination in Practica. The exami-
nation is conducted by Revs. P. J. Hoekstra, J. W. Visser, O. Holtrop,
and L. Van Laar. Thereupon opportunity is given to the delegates to
ask questions of the prospective candidates.
‘ ARTICLE 27

Synod adjourns until 7:30 p.m. and Elder ]. Zoetewey offers the
closing prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 14
Fourth Session
ARTICLE 28
Rev. M. Dornbush asks Synod to sing No. 394 from the Psalter
Hymnal and leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 29

Rev. George Holwerda is present for Rev. D. Drost from Classis Mus-
kegon. The President requests him to arise and to express agreement
with the Public Declaration.

ARTICLE 30
Synod continues the examination of the prospective candidates. The

Sermon Critics, Rev. G. Gritter reporting, render their reports, and no
objections are presented. — Recetved as information.

ARTICLE 31 :

The Committee on Credentials of the Candidates, Rev. J. H. Stek,
reporting. They also have no objections to offer. — Received as mfor-
mation.

ARTICLE 32

Synod goes into executive session. The reporters of the various sections
render their reports, which are received as information.

Dr. John H. Kromminga, President of the Seminary, informs Synod
that the Seminary Faculty has recommended all the men except Mr.
Hartwell and Mr. Szto, whose cases have been dealt with directly by
Synod. — Received as mformazzon

Rev. John Gritter leads in prayer. Whereupon a motion is made that
all the young. men be admitted to candidacy. The ballot reveals that
all are admitted. They are:

Wilbur De Jong Gordon Negen ) Thomas Vanden Bosch
_ Jay De Vries Harvey Ouwinga Clarence Vander Plate
Harold De Weerd Jack Paauw Peter Van Egmond -

John Groenewold Eugene Rubingh Roger Van Harn -

Aris Haalboom Arend Rumph Gerald Van Oven
Richard Hartwell Esler Shuart o Leonard Van Staalduinen
Earl Holkeboer Jacob Stulp James Versluys

Louis Kok Paul Szto Henry Van Wyk

Peter Kranenburg Louis Tamminga Donald Wisse

Eugene Los Hans Uitenbosch Lloyd Wolters

John Maas

The above prospective candidates are declared eligible for a call on
or after July 8, 1957.
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At the close of the executive session, the candidates are called in and
Rev. Monsma informs them of Synod’s decision. He addresses and con-
gratulates the men, impressing upon them the seriousness of the work
upon which they desire to enter, and bespeaks for them God’s favor and
- blessing. Synod sings Psalter No. 295:3, and all present congratulate
the candidates. '

ARTICLE 33 )

Synod adjourns. Elder G. Van Malsen offers the closing prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 15
Fifth Session

ARTICLE 34
. The President requests Rev. Vander Aa to lead in devotions. Synod
rises to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 177. Rev. Vander Aa reads Psalm 87
and leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 35
Roll is called. Rev. D. Drost has returned as delegate from Cla551s
Muskegon. Rev. R. J. Frens and Rev. J. Bult are absent.

ARTICLE 36
The minutes of the third and fourth sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 37

Rev. S. Kramer (cf. Art. 23), member of the Reception Committee,
introduces Rev. Richard Sytsma, our missionary to Japan, who speaks of
. the difficulties of the work in Japan. It is a “grass-roots” program even
though our men can work in cooperation with the Reformed Church in
Japan. The work is very urgent. We have an open door and a welcome
in Japan and we should make the most of it. We need more men there.
He requests our prayers for the work.

Dr. George Goris responds. He assures him of our interest in the work
there and of our continued prayers, and asks that he greet the brethren
in Japan in name of Synod.

ARTICLE 38

The Reception Committee (cf. Arts. 23, 37), per Rev. S. Kramer,
also presents Rev. K. S. Lee, fraternal delegate of the Korean Presby-
terian Church. He extends congratulations to our Church upon our
" 100th anniversary and.thanks God for our Reformed faith, our loyalty
to the Scriptures, and our clear witness to the Truth. He speaks of the
problems which have arisen for the Korean Presbyterian Church after
the Korean war, and expresses the appreciation of the Korean people
for the assistance rendered by our churches and especially for the in-
fluence upon their leaders who have received an education at our schools.

Rev. Oliver Breen responds for Synod.
ARTICLE 39

The Advisory Committee on Indian and F orezgn Missions reports, Rev.
W. Vander Haak, reporting. :
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I. RErORTS OF THE BOARD oF Missions

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 16 and No. 16-A. (See Supple-
ments No. 16, 16-A)

B. Recommendation: Synod accept with appreciation the reports of
the Christian Reformed Board of -Missions and take grateful recognition
of the labors and progress God has granted us in our mission fields.

— Adopted

II. REPRESENTATIVES AT SYNOD

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 16, Section one, E, and Agenda
Report No. 16A, Section IV. (See Supplements No. 16, 16-A) ~

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod grant the privilege of the floor on mission matters to Rev.
H. J. Evenhouse, Rev. R. O. De Groot (President of the Board), Mr. J.
Daverman (Treasurer of the Board), and also to the following mission-
aries on matters pertaining to their fields: Rev. F. Vander Stoep, Indian
Field; Rev. C. Van Ens, Ceylon Field; Rev. R. Sytsma, Japan and
Korean Fields; and Mr, S. X. Bergsma, ngerlan Field. — Adopted

II1. Quora EXEMPTION

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, Section 2-B. (See Supplement
No. 16)

B. Recommendation: Synod grant the Board permission to remove the
“125% clause” from the new Mission Order, and apprise the churches

- of this change,

Grounds:

“a. It is out of date because it is no longer needed as an incentive to
secure churches to support a missionary.

b. It presents an incorrect picture of real missionary support (By

. contributing only 25% over the quota a church is recognized as a “sup-

porting church” and does not contribute to other needs of the field on-
which its missionary is working.) 7
c. This procedure is not followed by any other denominational board.
d. This removal will present a more accurate picture to the Board for
setting up its quota. — Adopted
Synod decides that this decision shall not be retroactive, although all
consistories granted quota exemptions under the previous arrangement,
shall be urged to fall in line with this policy.
IV. Garrup CrURCH ORGANIZATION

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, Section 3-A (See Supplemeht
No. 16)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod take grateful cognizance of the establishment of the congre-
gation at Gallup with thanksgiving unto the Lord. — Adopted

2. Synod urge the Board of Missions, missionaries on the field, and
Rocky Mountain Classis to clarify the position of the church at Gallup so
as to remove the ambiguity of the status of this church in our denoml-
nation. — Adopted
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_V INTERMOUNTAIN INDIAN Scuoov, Bricaam City

A. Matenal: Agenda Report No. 16, Section 3-B. (See Supplement
No. 16) '

- B. Recommendation: Synod approve the intention of the Board that
Brigham City (Intermountain School) Utah, be established as a mission
post on our Indian Field.

Grounds:

a. The number of Navajoes concentrated in one place (2300) warrants
the establishment of a mission post.

b. Approximately 400 students are registered as Christian Reformed.

¢. A large number of these students are in the years of adolescene when
life’s decisions are usually made.

d. The circumstances (a) that the student is divorced from the pagan
environment, (b) that he can understand the English language, (c) that
he has a greater measure of cultural development, therefore make him
more approachable than on our mission field.

e. The responsibility we have to our covenant young people challenges
our best efforts to reap the harvest of the ‘seed sown on our Indian field
(humanly speaking, not having a missionary at Intermountain means
losing them for the Christian Reformed Church).

f. The evident blessings of the Lord upon our labors that not only
have a number of covenant young people made profession of their faith,
but there have also been a number of adult baptisms. Our challenge is
not only nurturing our covenant youth to public profession of thelr faith,
but also a general witness for Christ.

g. The contribution of the work here toward the ultlmate goal of an
indigenous native church in the field, in that a number of students plan
or are preparing for Kingdom service among their people. The students
at Intermountain are the more aggressive and capable element of

Navajoes. — Adopted

VI. New WELL AT REHOBOTH

A. Material: Agency Report No. 16, Section 3-C. (See Supplement
No. 16) ’

B. Recommendation: That Synod approve the recommendation of the
. Board to drill 2 new well at an estimated cost of $25,000.

Grounds: .

a. The uncertainty of repairs.

b. The absolute necessity of water for living conditions and protection
of our buildings against fire. — Adopted
VII. KoreaN SPIRITUAL RELIEF

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 11. (See Supplement No. 11)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod express appreciation for the work of the Committee.

— Adopted

2. The Commlttee for Korean Spiritual Relief be continued for the

. present to supervise the disbursement of funds received for this cause.
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Grounds:

a. The Committee proposes to inform the Korean Church that we will
continue to cut down our contributions from year to year and that the
so-called spiritual relief cease at the end of five years.

b. Future relationships between the Korean Presbyterian and the
Christian Reformed Churches depend largely on the experiences and
study of the Committee for Korean Spiritual Relief. ~— Adopred

3. In view of the present freezing of funds, due to difficulties existing

‘in Korea, Synod instruct the Korean Spiritual Relief Committee to con-
tinue studying the matter with a view to resolving the problem. Synod
advises the Comrmittee to seek the advice of the Rev. B. F. Hunt, who
will be in this country in the near future, and request our representatives
of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, who plan to visit the
Orient this fall, to serve the committee with information.

. Grounds: :
a. Prolonged freezing of funds will create hardship in Korea.
b. The problem should be definitely resolved before disbursement . of

. funds is resumed. — Adopted

VIII. MissioNARIES TO KOREA

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16A-V. (See Supplement No. 16A-V)
. B. History of the Case:

The Committee on Korean Spiritual Relief in its report to the Synod
of 1956 requested “two ordained men as professors to Korea” (Acts of
Synod, 1956 - Supplement No. 28-A). The Advisory Committee re-
commended “That Synod do not accede to the request for two ordained
men for Korea but that the Board of Missions continue to study this
matter and report to the Synod of 1957. (Acts of Synod, 1956 - Article
53 p. 22). This was adopted. The Board in its February session inquired
into the needs of the Korean field and decided not to proceed at this
time to recommend the sending of missionaries to Korea, because con-
fusion existed in the report concerning the field.

C. Recommendations:

1. In the light of additional information and clarification received
since the meeting of the Board, regarding the situation in Korea and the
type of work to be done there, Synod declare to the Board that it looks
with favor upon the sending of one or two missionaries to Korea. That the
Board instruct the representatives, who shall visit Japan this fall to in-
vestigate the specific needs and opportunities in Korea with a view to a
precise definition of duties. That the Board be given the power to act
in the calling of one or two men for this work.

Grounds:

a. There appears to be a significant opportunity and a strong challenge
for representatives of our church to serve in cooperation with the Pres-
byterian Church of Korea. The Christian Reformed Church with its
doctrinal heritage and educational strength, is uniquely qualified for
such strategic service to a young church.
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‘b. The work envisioned in Korea is consistent with the type of mission-
ary work now being done in cooperation with national churches in Sudan, :
South America and Ceylon.

c. Such men who are on the scene would be very useful in representing
the interests of the Committee on Korean Spiritual Relief and the Com-
mittee on Korean Material Relief. — Adopted

. 2. Synod extend the privilege of the floor to the Rev. R.’S. Lee in the
discussion of this matter. — Adopted

(Report on Indian and Foreign Mission Matters continued in Article
93.) :

ARTICLE 40

The Stated Clerk reads the following correspondence: (cf. Art. 41)

1. A letter from Mr. Andriese, the Transportation Secretary. — Re-
cetved as Information.

2. A letter from the National Association of Evangelicals congratu-
lating us upon our anniversary and suggesting a reconsideration of our
decision relative to membership in their Association. — Received as
information and referred to the Committee on Ecumenicity and Inter-
church Correspondence.

3. A telegram from the American Bible Society congratulating us
upon our Centennial observance. — Received as information.

4, A letter from the Reformed Church in America informing us that

Dr. Jerome De-Jong has been appointed fraternal delegate to our
Synod. — Received as information and referred to the Reception Com-
mittee.
. 5. A letter from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church writ-
‘ten by Dr. R. T. Nelson who had been appointed to represent his
Church at our Synod but is unable to attend. He sends the fehmtatlons
of his Church. — Received as mformatzon

6. A personal letter from Professor and Mrs. S. Du Toit expressing
their interest in our Centennial celebration and wishing us God’s richest
blessings for the future. — Received as information.

7. A letter from the Chinese Christian Reformed Fellowship in New
York containing congratulatory expressions and prayers on our behalf.
- Tt also expresses their gratitude for the spiritual and financial relief glven
- by our people. — Received as information.

8. A letter from “De Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken” in the
Netherlands expressing their regret at not being able to send a fraternal

- delegate and expressing by this letter their felicitations. — Received -as
information.

9. A letter from the Glassis Buenos Aires in South America con-

gratulating us and expressing prayers for our future. — Received as
information.

10. A letter from the Reformed Church of Ireland. They express
regrets for not being able to send a delegate and commend us for our
Reformed stand and pray that God may bless us in the future. — Re-
ceived as information.
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11. A letter from the Irish Evangelical Church who cannot send a
delegate and express thelr felicitations and best wishes. — Received as
information.

12. A letter from the Bethesda Sanatorium congratulating our Church
upon its Centennial. — Received as information.

13. A letter from the Protestant Reformed Churches informing us that
they will not be able to send a representative to our Synod and request-
ing that a way may be found for discussion of the differences which
exist between us. — Received as information and referred to the Com-
mattee on Church Order.

14. A letter from Rev. John Zwaanstra reporting as fraternal dele-
gate to the 1956 Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as
representative of our church. — Received as information.

15. A letter from the Synod of “Die Gereformeerde Kerk in Suid-
Afrika.” — Received as information and referred to the Committee on
Church Order.

ARTICLE 41

Synod decides to refer these congrattulatory letters to the Advxsory
Committee on Publications for advice as to the publication of these
letters. (cf. Art. 40)

ARTICLE 42

The Advisory Committee on Varia presents the following, Dr. O.
Holtrop reporting: »

I. Trre AMERICAN BiBLE SocieTy

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 2 (See Supplement No. 2). This
is the report of our representative to the American Bible Society.

B. Recommendation: That Synod thank the representative to the
American Bible Society for his service in our behalf. — Adopted

II. KorraN MATERIAL RELIEF
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 5 (See Supplement No. 5).
B. Recommendations: '

1. Synod thank the Grand Rapids Deacons Conference for its work.
2. Synod continue the work of relief and Synod so decides.

Ground: The need continues for hospital and medical care, drugs,
powdered whole milk, etc., as well as for the orphans in Korea.

3. Synod permit Rev. William Haverkamp to represent the Korean
Material Relief if more information is needed. — Adopted

ITI. CaNADIAN RELIEF

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 10 (See Supplement No. 10).

After explaining the work done and the needs that obtain the com-
mittee writes: “We therefore kindly request that Synod again recom-
mend thls cause for d1acona1 support, so that this work of mercy may
continue.”

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod thank the Canad1an Relief Fund Committee for its work.
— Adopted
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2. That in view of the contmued need the committee be continued,
— Adopted .

IV. CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 21 and 21-A.

B. Three items in the report have already been decided upon by the
_ Synod, nl., (1) Synodical attendance at the Pageant in Civic Audi-

torium on June 13, 1957; (2) the Centennial Dinner for June 193 and
(3) the Centennial Exhibit in the Library. (cf. Art. 9)

C. Recommendations:

1. Synod continue the Centennial Committee for another year that
it may complete its business, close its books, and serve. the Synod of
1958 with such recommendations as may arise out of its experience.

— Adopted

2. Synod authorize the Centennial Comrnlttee in consultation with
representatives of the mission and publication agencies of the church,
to study the advisibility of creating a denominational information agency,
with a view to submitting a report on this matter to the 1958 Synod.

Grounds:
- a. Valuable experience and momentum in this direction has developed
by way of the activities of the Centennial Committee. )
b. Visual aids, materials for mass communication, and other such
materials can serve to expedite the work of the church on several fronts.
c. The production of first-class informational materials requires a
measure of skill, experience, and concentration which the different
boards, each for themse]ves cannot be expected to have. — Adopted
3. That Synod thank the Centennial Committee for its good work in
.general and specifically for giving Synod the opportunity to attend the
Pageant. — Adopted
(Varia Matters continued in Art. 49.)
ARTICLE 43
Synod decides to convene Monday morning at 10 o’clock.
ARTICLE 44

Synod adjourns and Elder Dr. John Huizenga leads in a prayer of
thanksgiving.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 1957
Sixth Session

ARTICLE 45
The President calls Synod to order. Rev. P. M. Jonker requests Synod
to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 387, stanzas 1-4. He reads from the Gospel
of John, chapter 15:1-12, and leads Synod in prayer.

ARTICLE 46

Roll call reveals that a]l the delegates are present with the exceptlon
of Rev. J. Bult.
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ARTICLE 47
The minutes of the fifth session are read and approved.

7 ARTICLE 48

- A telegram has been received from the Free Magyar Reformed
Church in America informing us that they have appointed Rev. Aladar
Komjathy as their representative to our Centennial Synod (cf. Arts.

40, 41). — Received as information and referred to the Reception Com-

mittee.
ARTICLE 49
Synod continues the report of the Advisory Committee on Varia,
Dr. O. Holtrop reporting (cf. Art. 42).
I. CuarrAIN COMMITTEE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31 (See Supplement No. 31).
The Committee submits the following nominations for appointments

" "by Synod to regular three-year terms. All nominees are military veterans,

1. Rev. Dewey Hoitenga and Rev. Paul Zylstra; 2. Dr. Marenus J.

Beukema and Dr. William Vander Ploeg; 3. Rev. Harold Dekker and
Rev. Simon Vroon.
" A further recommendation is also offered, namely, “That Synod
authorize the Chaplain Committee to enlarge the scope of its responsi-
bility so as to include institutional chaplaincies, to the extent of investigat-_
ing openings and opportunities wherever chaplains are appointed or
needed and of recruiting qualified men among our ministers and
seminarians.

Grounds:

1. The institutional chaplaincy is the responsibility of our church as
well as others.

2. This offers us a broader area for Reformed witness.

3. Some of our ministers and seminarians are interested in such work.

4. Assigning this responsibility to your committee would establish a

" desirable official liaison between the denomination, the institution con-
" cerned, and the prospective chaplain.

B. Recommendatzons

1. Synod approve the submitted nominations. (See Article 137)
— Approved
2. Synod approve the second recommeéndation of the Chaplain Com-
mittee, authorizing it to enlarge the scope of its responsibility. — Adopted
3. Synod declare that it intends hereby in no way to limit or restrict
any local initiative or responsibility for such chaplaincy work. — Ado pted
4. Synod thank the Chaplain Committee for its work. — Adopted

II. Stupy CoMMITTEE RESTRICTIONS

A. Material: (See Overture No. 8) The overture seeks removal of
restrictions on the study committee for the revision of the Lord’s Supper
formulary, namely, that “No extensive revision or abbreviation of our
beautiful and well-rounded Form for the Lord’s Supper shall be made.”
(Acts 1954, p. 101; Acts 1955, p. 57)
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B. Recommendation: That Synod adopt the overture of Classis
Hackensack with its grounds. Synod tables the recommendation. See Art.
160 for final decision.

I11. SEGREGATION IN THE CHURCHES

A. Material: (Overture No. 14)- This overture seeks to have Synod
adopt proposed resolutions relative to Segregation. in the Churches.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod refer the church to the material found in this overture
“for guidance in the race segregation problem.

Grounds:

(1) The problem of race segregation is not confined to a single con-
gregation or classis, but it is an issue on which many congregations in
many places have need of guidance.

(2) The material provides guidance on a vital issue mvolving the
Christian conscience in a matter with direct and immediate bearing upon
- the life of the church.

(3) This material also provides a witness from the Word of God to
the world on a vital issue which has been disturbing the conscience of
our society for many years.

(4) It is the duty of the church to address itself to such issues as this
with courage and conviction, clarity, and consistency from the Word
of God.

Synod adopts this recommendation, with grounds (1) and (2). Synod
decides to drop grounds (3) and (4).

2. That Synod declare this to be its answer to Classis Hackensack’s
overture. — Adopted

That this material be printed under separate cover and be made avail-

able to the churches is rejected. (Varia matters continued in Art. 53)

ARTICLE 50
Synod adjourns for the noon recess. Elder E. Oorns leads Synod in
prayer.

MONDAY AFTERNOON
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 51
Elder D. F. Van Vliet conducts the devotions. Synod is invited to smg
- Psalter No 56:1 and 4.
ARTICLE 52
Rev. L. Veltkamp (cf. Arts. 25, 37, 38), member of the Reception
Committee, presents Rev. John De Waard, fraternal delegate from the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. He brings greetings and congratulations
from his church; speaks of his early contacts with our church and of his
_constant interest in our history; warns against the threats of fundamental-
- ism and dispensationalism, and mentions the appreciation his church feels
for the fellowship it has with us and speaks of the high esteem in which
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men like L. Berkhof, G. Vos,  C. Van Til, N. Stonehouse, and R. B.
Kuiper are held by thern. He bids us be faithful to the Word and con- _

" . tinue to produce God-fearing leaders.

Rev. Clarence Vos responds. He expresses our joy in having Rev De
Waard in our fellowship; acknowledges the close parallel between the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church and ours; assures of our keen interest in
the future_history of that church, and prays that some day our relation-
ship may become even closer than it is now.

Rev. L. Veltkamp also presents the Rev. M7. Joseph A. Hill, fraternal
delegate of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America. Rev.
Hill is a teacher of Bible at Unity Christian High School, Hudsonville,
Michigan. He reminds us that though they are not a large church, the
members are found all over the United States. His Church is 150 years
old and presents virtually the same witness to the world as we do. He
expresses as his conviction that the Reformed faith is the truly ecumemcaI
faith and hopes we will ever remain true to it.

Dr. John Bratt responds. He assures brother Hill that we acknowledge
the kinship and appreciate their soundness. Dr. Bratt expresses thé hope
that ecumenical conversations may bring about closer relationships with
them.

Rev. L. Veltkamp now presents Dr.S. J.Vander Walt, fraternal delegate
from “Die Gereformeerde Kerk in Suid Afrika,” who brings the congra-

-tulations and good wishes of his Church to us in-this our centennial year.
He speaks of our common faith and our mutual problems; deliniates the

comparative sizes of our churches and educational institutions; urges us
to remain strong in our adherence to the Word of God; reminds us of
the great responsibility of the Reformed churches in these trying times
when the powers of darkness are exerting such tremendous efforts against
us, and presents to our Church a copy of the book, “Die Ontstaan Van
Die Gereformeerde Kerk in Suid Afrika,” written by Dr. B. R. Kriiger.

Rev. J. T. Holwerda responds. He asks Dr. Vander Walt to bring our
greetings to his Church and expresses the prayer that they may receive
deep spiritual blessings during their centennial celebration in 1959 as we -
have done. He assures him of our appreciation of their problems and
suggests that they seek better publicity especially in the press of our
country.

ARTICLE 53

Synod continues the report on Varia (cf. Arts. 42, 49), Dr. O. Holtrop
reportmg
I. REPRESENTATION TO NON-DENOMINATIONAL Boarps .

A. Material: Overture No. 17. This overture reads: “Classis Toronto

.respectfully requests Synod to adopt a uniform ruling regarding the ap-

pointment of liaison representatives to non-denominational boards and
committees that are recommended for financial support.”

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod do not adopt a uniform rule on this matter regarding the
appointment of liaison representatives to non-denominational boards and
committees that are recommended for financial support.
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Ground: Synod cannot appoint members to other organizations with-
out invitations to do so from such organizations. — Adopted
2. Synod do appoint a liaison member to such boards whenever this is
feasible and/or requested.

Grounds:

1. Giving approval for financial support also entails a measure of re~
sponsibility for the policies adopted by such boards, committees, and
organizations.

2. Failure to adopt a uniform rule might be regarded as discriminatory.
~— Adopted
II. FurL-TiMe DENOMINATIONAL APPOINTMENTS
A. Material: Overture No. 20. “Classis Cadillac respectfully overtures
Synod to exercise particular care in the creation of any new full- time
offices on the denominational level.

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this overture with its grounds.

— Adopted
111, HosPITALIZATION INSURANCE FOR MINISTERS )

A. Material: Overture No. 44. The overture reads: “Classis Holland
overtures Synod to appoint a committee to determine the feasibility of
- arranging for or providing group hospitalization insurance for the min-
isters of the Christian Reformed Church and their dependents. If it is
found feasible said committee is to present a plan to the Synod of 1958.”
" B. Recommendations: Synod do not act upon this insurance matter.
Synod decides to withhold action in this matter.

IV. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE VATICAN

A. Material: Overture No. 45 from Classis Grand Rapids East.

B. Recommendation: Synod address a2 communication to President
Dwight D. Eisenhower expressing Synod’s opposition to the appointment
of a representative to the Vatican because such an appointment would
violate the principle of the separation of church and state. — Adopted

(Varia Matters continued in Art. 160)

ARTICLE 54

Synod considers the report of the Advisory Committee on Publication
Matters, Rev. B. E. Pekelder reporting.

I. Unrrep YouT MOVEMENT
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 6 (See Supplement No. 6)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod appoint one man and one woman to represent Synod at the
meetings of the Board of the Young Calvinist Federation of America.
Said representatives shall carry such responsibility as the federation may
_wish to assign them, and shall report annually to Synod. — Adopted

2. That the following nominations be approved by Synod: " -

a. Rev. Louis Dykstra and Rev. Marinus Goote .
b. Mrs. Dick Van Halsema and Mrs. Richard Tiemersma
— Adopted
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3. Synod express its deep appreciation to the United Youth Commiittee
for its work in coordinating the youth activities of the Christian Re-
formed Church, and now discharge said Committee, — Adopted

TII. Sunpay ScaHooL COMMITTEE

A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 12 and 13. (See Supplements Nos.

12, 13)

B. Recommendations:
1. Rev. John H. Schaal be given the privilege of the floor on matters
pertaining to the Sunday School. — Adopted
2. The following nominations be approved:
a. Rev. Clarence Boomsma and Rev. Gysbert Rozenboom
b. Dr. J. L. De Beer* and Mr. Cornelius Van Zwoll
(*retiring member, eligible for re-election) —Adopted
3. Synod take note of the Committee’s study of the advisability of
providing work books, and advise the Gommittee to continue this study.
— Adopted
ITI. TrE PuBLicaTION COMMITTEE
A. Material: Agenda Report 35. (See Supplement No. 35)
B. Recommendations:
1. That the following nominations be approved:
a. Rev. N. Veltman* and Rev. G. Rozenboom
b. Mr. C. Van Valkenburg® and Mr. John Vander Honing
c. Mr. Gerrit I. Buist and Mr. Anton J. Hoogewind
(*retiring members, subject to re-election) — Adopted
2. Synod approve the use of the name “The Publication Committee of
the Christian Reformed Church, Inc.” in our legal transactions, and
“Christian Reformed Publishing House in our ordinary business trans-
actions.

. Ground: This change is proposed upon legal advice. The present

_name proves inconvenient and cumbersome in legal transactions.

— Adopted
3. Synod take note of the fact that the revised Psalter Hymnal cannot
be made available in 1957, according to the synodical directive of last
year, because of the details and difficulties attending its publication.
— Adopted
4. The final publication of the revised Psalter Hymnal be deferred
until the new liturgical section can also be included.

Grounds:

a. To bring out a partially revised edition now will add greatly to the
cost of production.

b. To print this edition without having the liturgical section revised
will increase the problems of distribution and use, since now we would
have only a partially revised Psalter Hymnal, to be followed with a fully

. revised one at a later date.
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" ¢. The liturgical portion is now in process of revision, and the com-
“pletion of this work will enable us to bring out the fully rev1sed new
Psalter Hymnal in the first edition. '
Synod decides to table this until after the formulary for the Lord’s
Supper has been acted upon. :

IV. IMPROVEMENT AND REVISION OF THE PsALTER HymMNaL

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 14. (See Supplement No. 14)

B. Recommendation: That Synod take note of the sudden death of
Dr. Henry Zylstra, whose fruitful contributions to the revised Psalter

Hymnal make us debtors to him and to God, who so singularly blessed
him with remarkable talents. — Adopted

V. SynoprcaL TracT COMMITTEE :

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 15. (See Supplement No. 15)

B. Recommendations:

1. The Synodical Tract Committee be mformed that it is a permanent
Committee (cf. Acts of Synod 1946, p. 86) and that it is not required to
make annual request for continuation. — Adopted

2. That the following nominations be approved:

a. Mr. H, Hoekstra® and Mr. E. Postma
b. Rev. H. J. Teitsma* and Rev. A. Zylstra
c. Rev. ]J. Rickers* and Rev. H. Guikema
(¥retiring members subject to re-election) — Adopted

VI. NEw TRANSLATION oF THE BiBLE

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 25. Letter from Reformed Churches
of New Zealand. (See Supplement No. 25)

B. Summary: The Seattle Consistory overtured the Synod of 1956
that “the Christian Reformed Church endcavor to join with other con-
servative churches in sponsoring or facilitating the early production of a
faithful translation of the Scriptures in the common language of the
American people.,” This study committee now recommends the endorse-
ment of this overture, stating that “only a firm conviction concerning its
urgent necessity has prompted us to suggest that steps be taken toward
its execution.”

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod do not endorse the overture of the Seattle Consistory.

Grounds:

a. The Committee appointed by Synod to study this matter has not’
demonstrated that the inadequacies of the present translation are such
that there is “an urgent necessity” for a new translation.

b.. The Committee has not demonstrated that there are sufficient
‘conservative churches interested in this project.

2. Synod express its appreciation to the Committee for the work they
have done, and herewith dissolve the Committee.

Since the advice of the Advisory Committee differs from that of the
Study Committee, the report of the latter comes before Synod first. Prof.
M. Woudstra reads the report.
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Synod decides to defer action on the whole matter until next year,
since the judgments of other communions have been solicited in this

‘matter and official answers have not been received from them.

VII. CommrTTEE ON EpUcATION

A. Material: Agenda Report 34. (See Supplement No. 34)

B. Recommendations: ‘ ‘ '

1. Rev. Louis Smedes be granted the privilege to represent the Com-
mittee on Education on the floor of Synod. — Adopied

2. The proposed revision of the “Compendium of the Christian Re-
ligion,” together with the proof texts, be approved and accepted for use.
in catechetical instruction, with the following minor revisions: N

a. Answer 2: Insert the word “gratefully” between the words “must”
and “live.” :

b. Answer 11: Delete the words “by nature.”

¢. Question 12: Substitute “Does God punish sin?”’

d. Answer 47: Substitute “gives” for “pour out” and “to” for “upon ?

e. Questions and answers 64 and 65. Delete word “Chrlsttan in both
questions and answers.

f. Answer 84: Substitute “The keys of the Kingdom of heaven are the
preaching of the word and the exercise of discipline, which are given by
Christ to His Church to open and close the doors of the kingdom.”

g. Answer 97: Delete words following “and” and substitute “engage
in the public worship and service of God. >

h Answer 110: Add word “one” behind “evil” in smth pet1t1on

. Question 117: Add word “one” behind “evil.”

Grpunds:

a. This revision of the compendium has been in process for six years.
Some 17 different members have served on the committee during this
time. The revisions have been before the church; comments have been
received and considered.

b. The process of revision ought not to continue indefinitely. In the
interest of progress in other catechetical courses it is necessary. that the
Committee address itself to other parts of the curriculum.

c. No compendium will ever satisfy every person on every score. In
spite of reservations that may be held, we judge this to. be a real im-
provement and the basis for effective teaching.

A motion is made to approve of this recommendation. An amendment
under revision B 2 “a” is proposed, nl., that it shall read: “a life of -
gratitude to God” 1nstead of: “the life of a redeemed christian,”

A motion is made to table the motion and that members of Synod
present suggestions for consideration to. the Advisory Committee.

— Adopted

Further .discussion of the report 15 postponed until the suggestions

_handed in by the members of Synod have been considered by the Ad-

visory Committee. (See Art. 109 for final decision of Synod)
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3. Synod declare its general approval of the second quarter of the
Elementary Bible Doctrine series, and advise the Committee to continue
work on this series. — Adopted

4. The Committee on Education be instructed to include questions and

~answers for memory work in this series of lessons.

~ Ground: The present series makes no provision for this memory work.

. At this age level, when children are introduced to elementary Bible doc-
trines, there is real merit in memorizing answers pertaining to basic
truths of Scripture. — Adopted

5. Synod take note of the Committee’s intention “to proceed imme-
diately to the task of preparing a Compendium for use in Courses 3 and
4 (Elementary and Intermediate Compendium) of the accepted
Catechism Curriculum (Acts 1954, p. 313).” — Adopied

- 6. Synod approve the Committee appomtment of Rev. B. E. Pekelder
to fill out the unexpired term of Rev. M. C. Baarman, and the appoint-
ment of Mr. M. Okkema in the place of Mr. C. Van Zwoll, who was
unable to serve on the Committee. — Approved

7. That Rev. Pekelder, who served only a half year of the unexpired
term of Rev. M. C. Baarman be appointed by Synod to a three-year
term. — Adopted

8. That no replacements be made for Mr, Pettinga and Dr. Smedes,
and that the number of persons serving on the Committee on Education
be left at six.

Grounds:

a. For the intensive work of revision and composition a large com-
mittee is unwieldy, slows up the process, and makes the work generally
‘less effective.

b. There is adequate representation in the remaining constitution of
the committee, which would be composed of three teachers and three
ministers. — Adopted

VIII1. Eprtor or SunNpay ScrooL MATERIALS
A. Material: {Overture No. 7)

B. Summary: “Classis Hackensack overtures Synod to appoint a full-
time editor for Sunday School materials—a person well-trained in knowl-
edge of the Bible and in educational psychology, and with ample ex-
perience in practical Sunday School work. This editor would develop
further our Christian Reformed line of Sunday School papers.”

C. Recommendations:
- [. Synod instruct the Committee on Education, in consultation with

the Sunday School Committee, to investigate the appointment of a full-
time secretary of education, and report in 1959.

Grounds:
a. The Synod of 1954 already committed this matter to the Gommittee
on Education, in consultation with the Sunday School Committee and
" the Publication Committee, and instructed them to report in 1955, This
was never done.
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b. The Sunday School Committee has said it is “not ready to commit
itself as to the feasibility of a full-time ‘editor at this time.” (cf. Agenda
Report No. 13) (See Supplement No. 13)

c. This matter deserves serious consideration, for there is reason to
believe such a secretary is highly desirable if our educational program
is to be pursued most eftectively. — Adopted

2. The overture of Classis Hackensack be referred to the Committee

on Education. — Adopted

(Publication matters continued in Art. 60)

ARTICLE 55

A motion to adjourn prevails, and closing prayer is offered by Elder
S. Van Til.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 18, 1957
Eighth Session
ARTICLE 56
The President calls upon Rev. J. H. Brink to lead in devotions. Synod

sings Psalter Hymnal No. 311. Rev. Brink reads a portion of Exodus 24
and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 57

The roll is called. All delegates are present.
ARTICLE 58

The minutes of the sixth and seventh sessions are read and approved.
ARTICLE 59

The' President appoints the following delegates to serve as the Com-
mittee on Appointments: Revs. John Gritter, John A. Hoeksema, O.
Breen, J. Schuurmann, J. H. Stek, J. Rook; Elders C. Van Malsen,
R. Holwerda, C. Tanis, J. Zoeteway, J. Boer, G. Eisenga.

ARTICLE 60
" Synod continues the discussion of the report of the Advisory Committee
on Publication Matters (cf. Art. 54), Rev. B. E. Pekelder, reporting:
AGENDA FOR SYNOD ‘

Material: Overture No. 12.

Classis Hackensack overtures the Synod of 1957 to adopt four directives
with reference to the preparation and distribution of the synodical
Agenda. ‘ '

1. Classis overtures that all Boards and Committee Reports, Study
Committee Reports, and Overtures be printed in leaflet form for inclusion
in a loose-leaf notebook, and be distributed as soon as said reports are
received by the Stated Clerk.

Recommendation: That Synod do not adopt this directive.

Grounds:

~a. The late appearance of the Agenda is not due to problems of
printing the mass of material in one publication, as affirmed in ground a.
of the overture.
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b. The expenses incurred in printing many separate reports, as well as
the cost of addressing and mailing, would be greatly increased.

c. The loose leaf arrangement could be a very disorderly and incon-
venient arrangement. — Adopied

2. Classis overtures “that no 'overtures or study reports received by
the Stated Clerk after March 15 shall be taken up for decision by the
next following Synod, except by special decision of Synod on the basis
. of the most weighty grounds.”

Recommendation: That Synod declare that no overtures or study
reports received by the Stated Clerk after March 15 shall be considered
for decision by Synod, except those overtures which deal with matters
relevant to reports found in the printed Agenda. Any other overture
-or study report shall be considered only by special decision of Synod on
the basis of the most weighty grounds

Grounds:

a. It is needful to discourage the growing evil of belated overtures,
which come to the attention of synodical delegates by way of mimeo-
graphed documents distributed at Synod, or by way of late printing in

~ the church papers.

b. It is not fair to delegates and it is injurious to the church to have
Synod deal with overtures which may have far-reaching implications
without benefit of previous careful thought and study. — Adopted

3. Classis overtures “that all Committees and Boards which find it
‘necessary to submit supplementary reports do all in their power to have
these prepared for distribution at the earliest feasible moment, and that
every effort be put forth so that the new material placed before synodical
delegates in mimeographed form be reduced to an absolute minimum.

Recommendation: That Synod do not adopt this directive.

Ground: This is already the clear ‘directive of Synod. The Acts of
1954 (p. 111) declared that the Board of Trustees of Calvin College
and Calvin Seminary, the General Comumittee- for Home Missions, and

the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, the Back To God Hour Com-
" 'mittee, are permitted to file a Supplementary Report after March 15.
These Boards are urged to incorporate as much of their materials as
possible in the printed Agenda, and that matters for the Supplementary
Agenda Reports be held to the lowest possible minimum. Qur problem
is not lack of directives; it is the failure to observe existing regulations.

— Adopted

4., Classis overtures “that Synod ask the churches to bear in mind that
the purpose of the Agenda is to place before the church the reports,
studies, and positive proposals with which Synod will have to deal; and
that therefore the Classis, as a general rule, should discourage counter-
overtures to already submitted overtures or to Study Committee recom-
mendations.

'Recommendation: That Synod do not adopt this directive.

Ground: It is an inherent right of any Classis to express its mind on
matters concerning the church through overtures addressed to Synod.
While recognizing the danger of employing the agenda as a “debating
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forum,” Synod ought not to call into question officially this right which

- every Classis possesses. — Adopted

(Publication Matters continued in Art. 101)

ARTICLE 6! -
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, Rev. G. Gntter
reporting, presents the following: (The President and the Secretary of
the Board of Trustees are given the privilege of the floor.)

I. Boarp-MINUTES TO ALTERNATE BoARD MEMBERS
A. Material: Since Classis Alberta South requested that a copy of
Board and Executive Committee minutes be sent to alternates as well as

to all Board members, the Board of Trustees decided to refer this matter
to Synod “for a ruling on this matter for all denominational Boards.”

_(cf. Agenda Report No. 30, ITA.) (See Supplement No. 30, ITA.)

B. Recommendation: That Synod advise all denominational boards to
send minutes to both members and alternates.

Ground: This will enable the alternates to serve-more intelligently
when they are called upon to function at Board meetings. — Adopted
II. NoMINATIONS FOR BoarD MEMBERS

A. Material: The Board of Trustees presents the following nomination
“for lay members and alternates.” (cf. Agenda Report No. 30-A, II, A.)

.(See Supplement 30-A)

1. Central District — for regular delegate — George Tinholt and
Louis Heeres. For alternate delegate — Jerry Jonker and Raymond
Holwerda. :

2. Far West — for regular delegate — Dr. Jack Hoekzema and Marius
Van Vuren. For alternate delegate — Harm Te Velde and Howard
Long. .

B. Recommendatwn That Synod accept the nomination and elect one
delegate and one alternate from the districts as indicated. — Adopted

TII. COMMITTEE ON SPONSORSHIP OF FOREIGN STUDENTS’

A. Material: Mr. Gordon Buter resigned as a member of thls com-
mittee, and Mr. Wallace Waalkes, a member of the Board of Trustees,
was appointed in his stead. This is a synodical committee. (cf. Agenda
Report No. 30-A, I1, E.) (See Supplement No. 30-A)

B. Recommendation: That Synod approve Mr. Wallace Waalkes as
a member of this cormittee. — A pproved

IV. CoLLEGE APPOINTMENTS. AND REAPPOINTMENTS

" A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 30, II, C; No. 30-A, II, C. (See
Supplements 30, 30-A)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the following Reappointments to Staff positions:

a. James Bosscher, M.S., reappointed as Inmstructor in Engineering for two
years.

b. Henry De Wit, M.B.A,, reappointed as Assistant Professor of Economics
for two years. :
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c. Alan Gebben, A.M., reappointed as Assistant in Biology for two years.
d. Harold Geerdes, A.M., reappointed as Assistant Professor of Music for four
© years.

e. Henry Ippel, Ph.D., rcappointed as Associate Professor of Political Science
and History, with indefinite tenure.

f. Ann Janssen, Ph.D., reappointed as Assistant Professor of Speech and English
for one year. )

g. Walter Lagerwey, A.M., reappointed as Assistant Professor of Language and
Culture of the Netherlands for two ycars.
“h, Robert T. Otten, Ph.D., rcappointed as Assistant Professor of Classical
Languages for one year.

i. H. Evan Runner, Th.M., PhD., reappointed as Associate Professor of Phi-
losophy for one year.

j. Bernard Ten Broek, A.M., reappointed as Instructor in Biology for two years.

k. Richard Tiemersma, A.M., reappointed as Assistant Professor of English
for two years,

1. Dave Tuuk, A.M., reappointed as Instructor in Physical Education for two
years.

m. Steve Vander Weele, Ph.D., reappointed as Assistant Professor of English
for one year.

n. Bastiaan Van Elderen, B.D., A M., reappointed as Instructor in Classical
Languages for one year.

o. Emo F. J. Van Halsema, S.T.M., reappointed as Lecturer in the Department
of Modern Languages for four years.

p- Helen Van Laar, A M., reappointed as Instructor in Education for two years.

g. Sherman Van Solkema, M. Mus., reappointed as Instructor in Music for
two years, — Approved

2. Synod approve the following new appointments to Staff positions:

2. Andrew Bandstra, B.D., appointed as Instructor in Bible for two years,

b. Tony Brouwer, Ph.D., appointed as -Assistant Professor of Economics for
two years.

*c. Mrs. Winifred Holkeboer, A.B., appointed as Assistant in English for one
year.

d. Henry Holstege, A.B., appointed as Assistant in Sociology for one year.

e. Simon Kistemaker, B.D., appointed as Assistant in Classical Languages for
one year. .
*f. Jacob Nyenhuis, A.B., appointcd as Assistant in Classical Languages for
one year.

g. Donald E. Pruis, M.B.A., appointed as Instructor in Economics for two years,
*h, Howard Ricnstra, A.M., appointed as Instructor in History for two years.

i. Theodore Rottman, M.S., appointed as Instructor in Sociology for two years.
*j. Ellen Rottman, A.B., appointed as Assistant in Physical Education.

k. Howard Slenk, A.B., appointed as Assistant in Music for two years.

I. Lewis Smedes, Th.D., appointed as Assistant Professor of Bible for two years.
*m. Henrietta Ten Harmsel, A.B., appointed as Assistant in English for one year.

n. Walter Terris, A.B., appointed as Assistant in Speech for one year.

*o. Marten Vande Guchte, M. Ed., appointed as Instructor in Speech for two
years.

p- Nelvin Vos, A M., appointed as Assistant in English for one year.

*q. Richard Westmaas, A.B., appointed as Assistant in Psychology for one year.

*Denotes these appointments are subject to a favorable interview.

— Approved
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3. That Synod approve the following appointment and reappointments
to Admlmstratwe positions:
Melvin Berghuis, AM. appointed as Registrar for two years, beginning
September 1958. —Approved
b. Henry De Wit, M.B.A,, GPA reappointed as Business Manager for four
years. — Approved

. c. Catherine Van Opynen, A.M., reappointed as Dean of Women, with in-
definite tenure. — Approved

V. REAPPOINTMENT OF COLLEGE PRESIDENT

A. Material: The Board of Trustees, ‘appreciative of the excellent
services rendered by Dr. William Spoelhof to Calvin College and the
Christian Reformed Church, recommends that Synod reappoint Dr.
Spoelhof as President of Calvin College with indefinite tenure. {cf.
Agenda Report No. 30, IT C, 2.) (See Supplement No. 30, II)

B. Recommendation: That Synod thankfully and enthusiastically re-
appoint Dr. Spoelhof as President of Calvin College with indefinite
tenure. — Synod so decides.

The President of Synod addresses President Spoelhof informing him
of his reappointment, commending him for the excellent services he has
rendered, and bespeaking for him God’s richest blessings for the days
and tasks that lie ahead.

VI. TrisuTe To PrOF. W. HARRY JELLEMA AND PrOF. HARRY G. DEKKER °

A. Material: The Board calls attention to the fact that Professor W.
Harry Jellema has completed 25 years of faithful teaching service at
Calvin College, and that Professor Harry G. Dekker is retiring after 36
years of consecrated service as Professor in the Department of Chemistry
and Registrar of the College. (cf Agenda Report No. 30 A. - I, C.)- (See
Supplement No. 30 - A, I) K

B. Recommendation: That Synod gratefully acknowledge the valuable
services rendered and give due recognition to both Prof. W. Harry Jel-
lema and Prof. Harry G. Dekker as our guests at the special Synodical
dinner. — So decided.

VII. EMERITATION OF PROF. HaRRY G. DEKKER

A. Material: The Board of Trustees conferred on Prof. Harry G.
Dekker the title of Professor Emeritus and Registrar Emeritus, (cf.
Agenda Report - No. 30-A - II, G, 3.) (See Supplement No. 30 - A, 1I,
G, 3)

B. Recommendation: That Synod approve the action of the Board, —
Approved

VI1II. SEMINARY REAPPOINTMENTS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 30, II, B, 1. (See Supplement No.
30, II, B, 1) Supplementary Report No. 30 A - II, B. (See Supplement
No. 30 - A, IT, B) Letter from Dr. Herman Kuiper.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod reappoint the Rev. Harold Dekker as Instructor in
Missions for one year.
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~ This appointment for one year should be interpreted in the light of
the fact that a committee, which had been appointed to study the place
‘and function of the Chair of Missions, did not report until the May meet-
ing of the Board. It was, therefore, impossible to present the required
nomination to this Synod. — Adopted

" 2. That Synod reappoint the Rev. Marten Woudstra as Instructor in
Old Testament for one year.

This appointment for one year should be interpreted in the light of the
fact that sufficient data concerning some possible nominees was lackmg
It was, therefore, deemed inadvisable to present the required nomination
to this Synod — Ado[)ted

3. That Synod reappoint Dr. Herman Kuiper as Associate Professor
~ of Dogmatics for three years. — Adopted

4, That Synod instruct the Board of Trustees to present a nomination
for the department of Dogmatics to the Synod of 1958.

Grounds:
1. Dr. Kuiper is scheduled for retirement in three years and may retire
at an earlier date.
2. The selected nominee will thus be given adequate time to prepare.
— Adopted
A letter from Dr, H. Kuiper was read by the reporter and received
as information. (On File)

TX. NOMINATION FOR SEMINARY PRESIDENT

~A. Material: The Board of Trustees presents to Synod the following
. nomination for President of Calvin Seminary: Dr. John H. Kromminga
and Dr. Henry Stob. The terms of appointment, rank and tenure are
specified in the rules for the Seminary Presidency. (Agenda Report No.
30 - 11, B, 2.) (See Supplement No. 30)

B. Recommendation: That Synod accept the nomination and elect
one of the nominees for the Office of Seminary President by majority
vote, — Adopted

Synod decides to vote for the presidency of the Seminary now.

Dr. John H. Kromminga is elected for a term of four years.

The president of Synod addresses Dr. Kromminga. He informs him
of his election to this high office and congratulates him in name of Synod.
He utters the prayer that God may give him wisdom and courage to
accept the appointment and may bless him as he assumes the responsi-
bilities that will be his. :

X. PeNsION ADjUSTMENT FOR MRs. L. BERKHOF

- A. Material: In Overture No. 51, the Neland Ave. Consistory calls
attention to the fact “according to existing rules governing the pension
allowance to be paid to Mrs. Berkhof as a beneficiary of the Calvin Col-
lege pension plan she will be permitted to recelve the inadequate allow-
ance of $750 per year and that for 10 years.”

B. Recommendation: That the Board of Trustees be authorized to pay
annually to Mrs, L. Berkhof from the General Fund of Calvin College
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and Seminary a sum of money equal to the amount of the pension for
widows under the Ministers’ Pension Fund as adopted by Synod each
year,

Ground: This is the arrangement made by Synod in a similar situation.
(cf. Acts of Synod 1955. Art. 128, p. 87) — Adopted
XI. RECOGNITION OF GIFTs AND NAMING oF BUILDINGS

A. Material: The Board of Trustees submits for approval a policy in

. which the procedure for the solicitation and acceptance of gifts, and the

related naming of buildings is outlined. (cf. Agenda Report No. 30, II,
D, 3.) (See Supplment No, 30, II, D, 3)

B. Recommendation: That Synod refrain from eétablishing a policy
at this time.

Grounds:

1. The general policy adopted in 1956 is adequate for the present. (cf.
Acts of Synod 1956)

2. Since certain features of the proposed policy seem to be undesirable,
it would be better to judge each case on its own merits. — Adopted

XII. “Neeps oF Topay” CamMpaicN AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURE NEEDS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 30 - II, D. (See Supplement No.
30.-II, D)

B. Elucidation: This is the last year of the “Needs of Today Cam-
paign.” The intention is that as this campaign ends, each consistory shall
receive a final report with due acknowledgment of the congregation’s
participation in the campaign. Two specific matters are brought to the
attention of Synod:

1. A request “to reassert its decision of 1953 in reference to this
matter” (cf. Acts 1953, Art. 90, Par. G, p. 62)

2. A request to make provision for continuing contributions for Cal-
vin’s capital expenditure needs.

C. Recommendations:

1. Synod reaffirm the decision of 1953 in reference to this matter,
“favoring additional efforts to reach our desired goal through such
methods as would be appropriate to the churches which have not attained
their anticipated amounts and that the Financial Secretary shall, with
the advice of the Curator, contact these churches and in consultation
with minister and consistory devise further plans.” (cf. Acts 1953, Art.
90, Par. G, p. 62) — Adopted

2. Synod authorize the Board of Trustees to contact all our consistories
through the Development Secretary with a view to encouraging con-
tinued systematic giving for Calvin’s capital expenditure needs.

— Adopted

"XIII. Dr. HENRY STOB

Synod is informed that Dr. Henry Stob has received and accepted an
invitation to deliver a series of lectures at the Kobe Reformed Seminary
in Japan during the period from April to July, 1958.
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Synod congratulates Prof. Stob on this honor and expresses the hope
that his visit to Japan may prove to be of mutual benefit to the
Reformed Church of Japan and the Christian Reformed Church.

. ARTICLE 62 .
Synod adjourns and Elder C. Jones voices the closing prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
Ninth Session

ARTICLE 63
Rev. W. Van der Haak asks Synod to sing No. 179:1, 2, 6, 9 from the
Psalter Hymnal and offers prayer.

ARTICLE 64
Synod considers the report of the Advisory Committee on Home Mis-
sion Matiers, Rev. E. Oostendorp, reporting:

1. Back 1o Gop Hour

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27 and Report No. 27-A (See Sup-
plements No. 27, 27-A).

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod permit the Rev. Peter H. Eldersveld to represent the Com-
mittee in the discussion of this report. — Adopted ,

2. Synod thank our radio minister and the summer speakers: the re-
tiring” Board members, Rev. G. Postma, Rev. R. De Groot, and Mr.
H. Hoving; Prof. James De Jonge and the Radio Choir; Mr. C. J.
Den Dulk, Mr. Ralph Rozema, our agency representative, the office
staff, announcers, and technicians for their faithful and efficient service.
, — Adopted

3. Nominations for committee members: '

Synod re-elect Mr. Andrew Van Noord from the California area.

Synod decides that the Back to God Hour Committee be asked to
present a nomination to the Advisory Commlttee from which an elec-

tion can be made.
~ Synod approve the following nominations: Messrs. Ralph Ver Meer,

Pella, Iowa, and Abe Geurkink, Pease, Minnesota; Revs. John Geels,
Bozeman, Montana, and William Reinsma, Lynden, Washington; Revs.
C. O. Buus, H1ghland Indiana, and M. Ouwinga, South Holland,
. Illinois. —Synod so decides.
" 4. Your Advisory Committee recommends that the request of the Back
" to God Hour Committee regarding its reorganization in the event of the
introduction of Particular Synods be placed in the hands of the Ad-
visory Committee for Church Order matters (Report 27-A, IV) (See
Supplement No. 27-A, IV). — Adopted
5. Synod endorses the request of the Committee that our congrega-
tions consider the challenge of local station sponsorship (Agenda No.
27-A, III). (This is a reiteration of the decision of the Synod of 1954).
o — Approved
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II. Nerwork TELEVISION PROGRAM

" A. Materials: Overtures No. 5 and No. 15. Classes Hackensack and
Hudson ask Synod that a study be made of the desirability and possibility

"~ of a nation-wide, denominationally-sponsored and produced television

program.

B. Recommendation: Synod calls the attention of these Classes to the
fact that the Back to God Hour Committee has been studying this mat-
ter for some time. Synod, however, refer these overtures to the Back to
God Hour Committee and request that a specific report be submitted
to the Synod of 1958 as to the desirability and possibility of such a telex
vision program.

Ground: Because of its experience and study in the field of television
the Back to God Hour Committee is the logical body to study this mat-

ter. — Adopied

III. Tae CHRISTIAN SEAMEN’s AND IMMIGRANTS’ HoME

A. Material: Agenda Reports No. 3, No. 36. (See Supplements Nos.
3, 36) . '

B. Recommendation: Synod decide that the work of the Seamen’s
Home as it is now carried out, be abandoned if and when the Holland
Ameérica Line moves to the New York side of the river.

Grounds:

a. Costs for duplicating even our present limited facilities on the New
York side would involve us in the expenditure of more than $100,000.

b. It would be futile for us to spend much money to compete with
the recreational facilities being planned for the ships’ personnel by the
H-A Lines on the pier, and with the facilities now in use at South Street
and the Port Society Center. — Adopied

2. Synod do not act upon the recommendation of Classis Hudson,
namely, that the work hereafter be pursued from an office and limited

" to spiritual needs, but refer this to Classis Hudson for further investi-
. gation and recommendation to Synod of 1958.

Grounds:

a. The grounds mentioned in Classis Hudson's report, would seem to
bring into question the advisability of continuing the work, even if the
Holland America Line does not move (See Supplement No. 3, 2-a to e).

b. There have been new developments in this matter since the re-
ports were written in February, as reported to our Advisory Cominittee
by Mr. Visbeen, Secretary of the Seamen’s Home Board. — Adopied

3. Synod requests Classis Hudson to consider seriously the feasibility
and advisability of discontinuing the work regardless of whether the
Holland America Line moves from Hoboken, and to come w1th its ad-
vice to the Synod of 1958,

Grounds: Same as for recommendation 2 above, — Adopted
(Home Mission Matters continued in Art, 72.) .
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ARTICLE 65
Rev. S. Kramer, member of the Reception Committee (cf. Arts. 23,
37, 38, 52), introduces the following Fraternal Delegates to Synod:
I. Dr. Peter Stam, Jr.

Dr. Stam represents the Bible Presbyterian Church. He brings the
fraternal greetings from his Church. Dr. Stam speaks of our common
convictions and reminds us of the common foe. His Church values our
prayers on their behalf and would appreciate closer ties with us. He
expresses the prayer that God’s richest blessings may be ours in the
future.

Rev. B. E. Pekelder voices our appreciation of thelr greetings and
felicitations. He assures Dr. Stam that we are appreciative of their
orthodoxy and that our prayers on their behalf will continue.

11. Rev. E. Pylman

Rev. Pylman is the fraternal delegate of our sister church, “De Gere-
formeerde Kevken in Indonesia” He informs us that his Church is
small. There are seven churches with 2,000 souls. He thanks us for the
invitation to attend our Centennial. He reminds us that there may be
differences between us, but that we have much in common. The Indo-

" nesian church has many problems and faces a great struggle. Tt is search-
ing for support and hopes that we may be able to give it. He presents
three questions to Synod:
~ “1. Will T be permitted to have a short talk with the General Mission
Board relative our problems?

“2. If opportunity presents itself, would a member of the Mission
Board be permitted to stop off and visit us?

“3. ‘May the Board of Missions offer us some financial aid?”

Synod decides that Rev. Pylman should confer with Rev. H. J. Even-
house, Director of Missions, on the problems raised.

Rev. A. B. C. Hofland responds to the address of Rev. Pylman. He
assures him of our continued interest in his Church and its problems;
thanks him for his good wishes, and expresses the prayer that we may

. both remain true churches of Christ.

II1. Rev. C. Vander Woude

Rev. Vander Woude is the fraternal delegate of our sister Church,
“De Gereformeerde Kerken van Nederland.” He brings the hearty greet-
. ings of his Church and speaks of the close ties which exist between us
both historically and doctrinally. We have been dependent upon their
institutions and writings and now they in turn are making use of our
productions. They are happy that some of their men could come here
“as lecturers and have appreciated those who came to them from us for

similar purposes, They were especially saddened by the death of Dr.
.+ Henry Zylstra, who so suddenly was called out of this life while in their
midst. He urges us to keep God’s Word and to make diligent use of the
" open door He has given to proclaim the wonderful gospel of Christ.

Rev. John Gritter. responds for Synod. He acknowledges the close
affinity between our churches. We have the same roots, background,
and doctrines. We appreciate the Reformed scholarship found with
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them and we benefit from the speakers and lecturers who come to us.
We are happy to have the immigrants come to us and join our churches.
He asks that Rev. Vander Woude bring our greetings to his home Church -
when he returns.

IV. Rev. J. F. H. Vander Bom

Rev. Vander Bom is here in a double capacity. He has been asked
to represent the Reformed Church in Australia and the Reformed
Church in New Zealand. He acknowledges the providence and guid-
ance of God in his own life especially in his going to Australia. He tells
us of what the Christian Reformed Church has nieant to him and that
he constantly learns from us in his pioneer work there. He makes men-
tion of the encouragement received from Dr. R. J. Danhof, from the
Back to God Hour messages. De Wachter, and The Banner, which are
sent to them. He also relates that they make grateful use of the Na-
tional Union of Christian Schools and their publications as well as of
our Psalter Hymnal. He extends the invitation to send someone to their
coming Synod. He voices the prayer: “May God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, make you a blessing in this world so that you may
remain strong in orthodoxy and faith and may remain diligent in His
work.” »
- Rev. H. Venema responds in appropriate words. He asks that our

' greetings be brought to the churches in Australia and New Zealand and

expresses the hope that the visit of Rev, and Mrs, Vander Bom in our
midst may be an encouragement to keep the faith and to do the Lord’s
work. ol
ARTICLE 66

The Advisory Committee on Church Order presents the following,

Rev. O. Breen reporting:
I. CaurcE ORDER REVISION

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report 33; 2. Overtures No. 30, 31, 34, 42, and 48.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod accede to the request in Overtures No. 34, 42, 48, to post-
pone action on the adoption of the Revised Church Order for one year.

Ground: The Church Order is of such basic importance for the wel-
fare of the churches that they should be given sufficient time to come
to mature convictions, — Adopted

2. Synod express its appreciation for the thorough labors of the
Revision Committee, and that the present committee be continued.

— Adopted

3. Synod urge each classis to place the Church Order Revision on its.
Agenda and report its reactions to the Revision Committee at the earliest
possible date. — Adopted

4, Synod asks the Revision Committee to take cognizance of the sug-
gestions made in Overtures No. 30 and 31. — Adopted
II. ResciND “HANDOPENING™

A. Material: Overture No. 4, which reads: “Classis Pacific overtures

"Synod to eliminate the practice of “Handopening” in the sense of “per-
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mission to call a minister” except in the case of the first call after orga-

nization.”

B. Recommendations:

" 1. Synod eliminate restriction of the right of a church to call a minister,
with two exceptions:

a. In case a simall or needy church seeks aid from the F und for Needy
Churches.

b. In case a church desires to call a minister for some type of minister- .

- ial service according to the provision of Article 6 of the Church Order.

(cf. Acts of Synod, 1950, Art. 136, p. 61).

Grounds:
a. Every church has an inherent right and duty to call a minister.
b. The term “Handopening” has no warrant in our church polity.
— Adopted
2. We recommend that Synod declare that this decision constitutes
its answer to the Overture of Classis Pacific. — Adopted

(Church Order Matters continued in Art. 71)
ARTICLE 67

Synod adjourns, and Elder C. Tanis expresses our gratitude to God in
closing prayer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 19, 1957
Tenth Session
ARTICLE 68

The opening devotions are conducted by Rev. John Hoeksema. Synod
sings No. 302, stanzas 1-3. Rev. Hoeksema reads Psalm 138 from the
Scriptures and offers prayer.

ARTICLE 69
The Roll is called. Dr. John Bratt is absent because of illness.
o ARTICLE 70
The minutes of the eighth and ninth sessions are read and approved.
' ARTICLE 71

The report of the Advisory Committee on Church Order (cf. Art. 66)
presents the matter on Particular Synods. (See Supplement No. 17)

Synod after some discussion decides to recommit the matter to the
Advisory Committee for reformulation.

(Church Order Maiters continued in Art. 100)

ARTICLE 72
The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters (cf. Art. 64),
Rev. E. Oostendorp reporting, presents the following: ,
I. DENOMINATIONAL Frum ,
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 7. (See Supplement No. 7)
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B. Recommendations:

"~ 1. Synod do not accede to the recommendation of the Denominational
Film Committee that Synod approve the production of a film of an in-
spirational nature rather than a documentary film, at this time.

Grounds:
a. The néed for such a film has not been conclusively and adequately’,

" established by the committee in its report.

b. The original proposal by the Centennial Committee did not envisage
such a film as is proposed by this committee. (cf. Acts 1956, pp. 428, 429)

¢. The cost, at least $40,000, would involve a large burden for our
people in a year when quotas are already being sharply increased.

d. The Centennial sight-sound programs have met the need for a
visual presentation of our history and heritage to our people for the
immediate present. — Adopied

2. Synod discharge the Committee with thanks for its labors in in-
v_estigating the matter of a denominational film. — Adopted

ARTICLE 73
The Vice-President reads a telegram addressed to Synod by the Faculty.
and Trustees of the Korean Theological Seminary, expressing their
gratitude for the financial assistance received from us. This is received
as information and referred to the Committee on Publication. Matters.

ARTICLE 74

The report of the Advisory Committece on Long Range Planning is
considered, Dr. A. C. De Jong, reporting:
I. MATERIALS :

A. Agenda Report No. 37. (See Supplement No. 37)
- B. Overture No. 41.

C. Sixteen letters, identical in content, from individuals, and orlgmat
ing from the California and northwestern lowa areas.
II. SumMaRY OF THE MATERIALS:

A. The reports differ on the question whether the Church as institute
has a duty based upon Scripture to own and operate a liberal arts college.

The majority report argues for such a duty.

The minority reports argue against such a duty.

B. There is an area of agreement in all three reports on the question

whether the Church as institute has the right under certain circumstances
to own and operate a liberal arts college.

1 Majority Report: Its recommendation A speaks of this right.
. Hence the Church as institute has both the right and the duty to

‘operate a college whenever in its considered judgment the spiritual wel-

fare of the youth and the demands of kingdom training make it neces-
sary.” (See Supplement No. 37, Majority Report)

2. Minority Report No. 1: (See Supplement No. 37, Minority Report
No. 1) The whole spirit of the Petzinger report assumes this, and it
becomes explicit in such an emphatic statement as: “Although preferrmg
the society principle from several viewpoints, I believe that the exigencies
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of our situation are such as to impel me to suggest that for the foreseeable
future the Church launch her college expansion plan — this for intensely
practical reasons.”

3. Minority Report No. 2: (See Supplement No. 37, Minority Report,
No. 2)

a. “This does not mean that we intend to. take the position that the
Church may never do anything which cannot be strictly defined as be-
longing to her essential and definitive task . . . But the Church’s right
or obligation in such an instance depends on the urgency of the practical
situation which compels the Church.”

b. “Whether the Church has the right to own and operate Calvin
College depends on whether the existential situation is such that the
Church is compelled by urgent necessity to do so.”

¢. Recommendation 6. ¢. allows for the possibility that the grim realities
of the situation will not permit separation of Church and College.

C. The reports differ as to whether the present situation is sufficiently
urgent to demand that the Church as institute exercise this right by con-
tinuing to own and operate Calvin College. On this point the majority
report and minority report No. 1 agree. Minority report No. 2 disagrees
on.this point.

D. Overture No. 41 requests postponement of any action by this Synod
because of insufficient time for study by the various classes.

. E. The 16 individual form letters request society control of Calvin
College and the halt of all expansion.

I11. OBSERVATIONS

All reports submitted by the Study Committee are impressive. In view
.of the extensive scope of the mandate given them by last year’s Synod,
the ramifications which the study problems present, and the brief period
allowed to this committee, these reports are indeed commendable pieces
of work.

Your Advisory Committee, although finding substantial material and
cogent argumentation at many points in all three reports, cannot, how-
-ever, recommend the adoption in whole of any one of the reports. The
reasons why these cannot be accepted concern principally the two lengthy
reports — the majority and the minority No. 2. Generally speaking, with-
out pinpointing this concretely, we find:

1. Both reports suffer from some ambiguity caused by a failure to
define or abide by definitions of key words.

2. Both reports attempt to prove too much from the grounds they
adduce.

3. The reports do not always meet head-on but “talk” past each other.
, 4. The reports contain prejudicial words and phrases which make for

- good debating and a readable style but not for asserting an official policy
position of the Church.

5. The Petzinger minority report provides the argument for and against
society control and asserts the personal position of the writer. The early
part contains no recommendations and as such is not written as a self-
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contained, complete report which could be adopted as it stands, even if
its argumentation were acceptable.

In addition, your committee disagrees with some of the recommen-
dations in each of the reports.

IV. OverTurE No. 41

A. Material: Classis Chatham requests Synod to postpone any action
concerning Calvin College at the coming Synod, because the churches
and the Classes have not had sufficient time to study the reports in. the
Agenda

B. Recommendation: Synod do not accede to the request of Classis
Chatham,

Ground: This overture is in contradiction to the manifest intent of last
year’s Synod which appointed a Study Committee for only one year be-
cause of the urgency of the situation at Calvin College. — Adopted
V. DEGLARATION OF PrincipLes RE THE EccLEsiasticAL OWNERSHIP

oF A CoLLEGE. (See Supplement No. 37)

A. Recommendations:

I. Synod reject Majority Recommendation A, which reads: “Though
the essential and definitive task of the church as institute is to preach the
Gospel, administer the sacraments, and care for the poor, nevertheless,
implied therein is the right and duty of the church as institute to msure
the successful performance of its essential and definitive task. Hence the
Church as institute has both the right and the duty to operate a college
whenever in its considered judgment the spiritual welfare of the youth
and the demands of kingdom training make it necessary.”

Grounds: :

a. Passages such as John 21:15, Matt. 28:19, 1 Tim. 3:15 do not
establish the position that the Church as institute has the primary duty
to own and operate a college.

b. This declaration may be read to mean more than Scriptural evi-
dence warrants. — Adopted

2. Synod reject Minority No. 2 Recommendation A, with its grounds,
which reads: “That Synod declare that the establishment, maintenance,
and administration of a College for general liberal arts and scientific
education is not an ecclesiastical duty or right that may be derived from
the Scriptural teaching concerning the nature and task of the Church.

“Grounds:

“a. This appears from a careful inquiry into the Scripture teaching
concerning the Church’s nature and calling,.

“b. This is consistent with the judgment that has for the most part
been held by our own Church throughout the course of her history, and
from which she was led to depart in some instances only by reason of
pract1cal pressures.

“c. This is consistent with the judgments prevailing in the classic Re-
formed tradition.”

Grounds:

1. This recommendation may be read to mean more than Scriptural
evidence warrants.
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2. The texts cited by the Majority Report and some statements con-
tained in Minority Report No. 2 can be employed to substantiate the
position that the Church as institute has the right under certain circum-
stances to own and operate a college.

ARTICLE 75
Synod adjourns for noon recess, and the discussion re recommendation
A, of Minority Report No. 2, is continued in Articles 80, 86. Mr. A. H.
‘Ledeboer offers prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19
Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 76
Rev. J. L. Meppelink requests Synod to sing No. 390: stanzas | and 2
from the Psalter Hymnal, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 77
Elder F. Wierenga is present as delegate from Classis Grand Rapids
South, replacing Elder J. Koop. The President asks him to express his
. agréement with the “Public Declaration of Agreement . . .” which he
does by rising.
ARTICLE 78
The Reception Committee per Rev. L. Veltkamp (cf. Arts. 23, 37, 38,
52, 65), presents:
I. Rev. Richard Vernon Metzeling
Rev. Metzeling brings the official greetings from our sister Church,
The Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon. Rev. Metzeling speaks of our
common origin and background, tracing it to Christ and His apostles.
He reflects on the 100 years of blessings God has given the Christian
‘Reformed Church and expresses the prayer that we may ever remain true
to God and His service. He voices the gratitude of his Church for the
assistance it has received from us especially in the men we have sent to
assist them. He mentions Rev. J. O. Schuring, the Revs. Van Ens
brothers, and Rev. R. R. De Ridder. He informs us that as a church
they are not strong, and need men of the type that have come from us.
Rev. Metzeling speaks of the grateful use they make of our publications
.and of the help received from our Stated Glerk, Dr. R. J. Danhof. He
presents to us a copy of “The Articles of Faith of the Reformed Church
of Ceylon.” He reminds us that the Church must stand forever and there-

. . fore we must not hold our peace and dedicate ourselves wholly to Christ.

~ Dr. M. ]. Wyngaarden responds. He thanks Rev. Metzeling for the

greetings and expresses thankfulness for his personal faithfulness. He
expresses the joy of having brother Metzeling in our midst; assures him
we are happy to have been of help to them, and voices the hope that a
new era may be in the offing for the Reformed Faith in Ceylon. He asks
that Rev. Metzeling bring our greetings to his home Church and assures
him of our continued prayers.
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1. Rev. Aladar Komjathy

Rev. Komjathy brings the official greetings from the Free Magyar
Reformed Church. He tells us that they do not only appreciate the Chris-
tian Reformed Church but also that they love us. They have benefited
from our publications and the Psalter Hymnal. They feel especially in-
debted to us the great help we rendered during the trying days which.

“followed upon the communistic domination under which they suffered.

Many faithful members of their church are in prison camps and-face
trial and possible death even now. They are in great need of our con-
tinued prayers and help. One of their greatest problems is the training
of ministers for their churches, They have no seminary. And so their
Synod has decided that with our cooperation they will send their young
men to our seminary for training. He prays for God’s rich blessings upon

our Church.

Dr. L. Smedes, in response, relates to him the delight we experience -
in fellowshipping with him and in being able to be of assistance to the
struggling Hungarian brethren. In Rev. Komjathy we have an able and
adequate replacement for Rev. Vincze who met with us so often. He bids
the brother: “Go back to your brethren with the assurance of our prayers
and encourage your people to remain faithful.”

II1. Dr. Jerome De Jong

Dr. De Jong is the fraternal delegate of the Reformed Church in’
America. He brings the greetings from his Church. He prays that we
may live together as brothers in Christ and reminds us that we need each.
other in this world to preach the conservative interpretation of God’s
wonderful Truth. Dr. De Jong notes some outstanding characteristics of

_our Church and commends us for them, namely, doctrinal vigor, faith-

fulness of the membership, diligent exercise of discipline, the application
of the gospel to life, our fine system of Christian education. He prays
that our future may be as successful as our past and admonishes us in
the words of Rev. 3:11, “Behold I come quickly: hold that fast which

~ thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”

Rev. John Schuurmann responds for Synod. He states that our fellow-
ship has been enjoyable and beneficial to us. He thanks him for the
greetings received. He expresses to him our gratitude for the areas of

‘cooperation, mentioning the area of Christian mercy and Christian edu-

cation in which there is a growing interest among many in the Reformed
Church. He expresses the hope that we may grow in the common witness
to-the Reformed Truth and in the common faith.

IV. Rev. Murdo Mac Ritchie

Rev. Mac Ritchie represents the Free Church of Scotland, who serves
a congregation in Detroit, Michigan. He brings greetings from his Church
and speaks with appreciation of the benefits they have received from our
Church. He commends us for our system of Christian education. They
too had. their own schools but turned them over to the government and
have regretted it. He also commends us for our radio work and especially
the labors of our radio minister. Rev. Mac Ritchie thanks us for the
opportunity extended him to attend our centennial Synod and asks for
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our prayers and bespeaks for us God’s grace so that our witness may
continue to be strong and true.
~ Rew. M. Monsma responds as follows: “Rev. Mac Ritchie, we appre-
ciate your remarks. We have enjoyed your fellowship these days as well
as we enjoyed the fellowship of your people at the Ecumenical Synod a
few years ago. Our tie in Christ is more meaningful than that which is
generally found in your being Scotch and our being Dutch. We. are
grateful for what the Scotch Presbyterians have produced. Please convey’
our greetings to your Church. May God keep us faithful to the faith
-once and for all delivered unto the saints.”

’ ARTICLE 79
Rev. William Haverkamp is present, replacing Rev. G. Gritter as
delegate from Classis Grand Rapids East. Upon the request of the
President, he rises to éxpress agreement with the “Public Declaration,”

ARTICLE 80
Synod continues the discussion of the report on Long Range Planning.
(cf. Art. 74) The matter before the house is the motion to adopt re-
_commendation A. 2 of the Committee report. (Continued in Art. 86)

ARTICLE 81
Synod adjourns, and Elder J. Vander Wel offers the closing prayer.

ARTICLE 82

Wednesday evening Synod attends a Centennial Banquet in the Calvin
Commons, which had been arranged for us by the Centennial Committee.
The following items appeared on the program:

1. Mr. Cornelius Plantinga presented a Centennial Cake for the Cen-
tennial banquet in appreciation of the spiritual home he has found in
the Christian Reformed Church.

2. The President of Synod offered prayer.

3. Rev. R. J. Frens served as toastmaster.

4. Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema led in a song service.

5. The following honored guests were introduced: Rev. Mac Ritchie,
Rev. and Mrs. E. Pylman, Rev. 8. J. Vander Walt, Rev. and Mrs. [.
Vander Bom, Rev. Aladar Komjathy, Dr. Jerome De Jong, Rev. R. S.
‘Lee, Rev. John De Waard, Rev. and Mrs. R. V. Metzeling, Rev. A. Cam-
menga, Rev. and Mrs. ]oseph Hill, Rev. C. Vander Woude.

6. Dr. S. J. Vander Walt, who was about to leave, spoke a few words
of farewell.

7. Rev. J. T. Holwerda, in the name of Synod addresed a few words
of tribute to Prof. Harry Dekker, who is retiring. Prof. Dekker responded.

8. Rev. Donald Drost sang, “I call unto Thee out of the deep.” Dr.
Dick L. Van Halsema accompanied him.,

. 9. Our tribute to Dr. W. Harry Jellema was expressed by Dr. G. Goris.
Prof. Jellema has taught for 25 years at Calvin College. Dr. Jellema
responded

10. We listened to the veteran Rev. I. Van Dellen as he made some
of the past live again in his reminiscenses.
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11. Dr. John H. Kromminga pointed up some of the high spots in
our Centennial experiences.

12. Rev. John Vander Ploeg, Editor of The Banner, helped us look
into the future as he reminded us that according to Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount we must not live in isolation; nor may we conform to the world
around us; but we must be shining lights, illuminating the world with
the true gospel of Churist.

13. Rev. John Gritter, Vice-president of Synod, offered the closing
prayer after which the Centennial Hymn was sung.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 20, 1957
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 83
Rev. A. B. C. Hofland leads in devotion: Synod sings No. 241 from
the Psalter Hymnal. Rev. Hofland reads Phillipians 2 and offers prayer.

ARTICLE 84
The roll call reveals that Rev. George Gritter is back as delegate from
Classis Grand Rapids Fast and that Elder T. Hoekstra is present in the
place of Dr. J. H. Bratt from Classis Grand Rapids East. The President
asks Mr. Hoekstra to declare his agreement with the “Declaration.” He
does so.. Elder H. Knapper became ill and had to be taken home. Dr.
H. H. Felderhof is also absent, since he accompanied Mr, Knapper.

ARTICLE 85
. The minutes of sessions ten and eleven are read and approved.

ARTICLE 86
Synod continues the discussion of the Advisory Commmittee on Long
Range Planning, Dr. A. C. De Jong reporting, Recommendation 2-a

.- continues to be debated (cf. Arts. 74, 80).

Synod decides to table the motion to adopt Recommendation A-2
of the Study Committee, Minority Report No. 2 (cf. Art. 74, V, A-2),

Synod affirms concerning the duty and right of the Church re ecclesi-
astical ownership of a college:

a. That Scripture is abundantly clear in defining the primary task of
the Church as Preaching and Teaching the Word, Administering the
Sacraments, Exercising Discipline, and Collecting and distributing
Alms. — Adopted ‘

b. That the Church cannot own and operate a general liberal arts
college within the definition of this primary task of the Church as in-

. stitute. — Adopied

c. That Scripture neither directly affirms nor directly denies the right

‘of the Church to perform other functions which are related to her

primary task. — Adopted
d. That the Church has, however, the derived (not inherent). right,
and even duty, to perform functions related to, but not of the essence



46 Acts of Svynop, 1957

of, the primary task of the Church, whenever the well-being of the
Church and her members demands it. Times, places, conditions, and
circumstances determine this right. — Adopted

_e. That the Church possesses the derived, though not inherent, right
to exercise ownership and control of a college. This derived right is
based upon the following concerns, each of which is Scripturally
oriented: A

1. The responsibility of the Church for the spiritual nurture of its
youth.

2. The grave responsibility of the Church to the Kingdom of God.

3. The close association of ‘Church and education in the area of
normative truth, which is especially a matter of importance in the rela-
tion of the college to the Church.

4. The demands upon the modern Church to assert its distinctive
- positions in a world of factionalism, sectarianism, and denominational-
*ism, — Adopted

f. That Synod declare that it does not interpret the above statements
to be a contradiction of the following synodical decisions:

1. Acts of Synod, 1908, Art. 37, that “it is in principle more correct
that a college should arise out of private initiative.”

2. Acts of Synod, 1926, Art. 31, which declared concerning the sepa-
ration of the college from the Church that “the school would thereby
. follow a more correct course.” — Adopted

ARTICLE 87
Synod adjourns until 1:30 p.m., and Elder J. Boer offers the closing
prayer.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20
Thirteenth Session

ARTICLE 88
Rev. J. Wesseling is in charge of devotions. He requests Synod to
sing No. 259 from the Psalter Hymnal and then voices the prayer of
Synod.
' ARTICLE 89
Rev. H. Blystra, Secretary of Home Missions, presents to Synod:

1. Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema, Home Missionary-at- Large who brief-
_ly addresses Synod.

2. Chaplain A. Van Andel, who has been appointed as Service Pas-
tor for Norfolk, Virginia. He also speaks briefly on his present work.

ARTICLE 90
Rev. Henry ]. Evenhouse, Secretary of Missions, presents Rev. and
" Mrs. Clarence Van Ens from Ceylon. Rev. Van Ens speaks to Synod.
Rev. Evenhouse also introduces Miss Lena Benally, Miss Lena Bulthuis,
mlssmnary workers on the Indian field; Rev. and Mrs. F. Vander Stoep
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from the Indian field; Mr. and Mrs. K. Bergsma from Nigeria; Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Browneye, and Miss Dorothy Sytsma, also from Nigeria.
Rev. Vander Stoep and Mr. Bergsma both represent their fields, re-

spectively, as they speak. :

Rev. C. Schemper responds with a few well-chosen words.

ARTICLE 91
Synod once again resumes the discussion of the report of the Long
Range Plan (cf. Arts 74, 80, 86), Dr. A. C. De Jong reporting:
A. Material: THE CONTINUED OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF CALVIN
COLLEGE ~

B. Recommendation: Synod declare that under present circumstances
the Church shall continue to own and operate Calvin College.

Grounds:

1. The appreciation of, and devotion to, a Christian liberal arts train-
ing are not sufficiently articulate at present among many of our people
to insure the future of Calvin College under any other arrangement.

- 2. It is very doubtful that a society can successfully maintain broad,
vital, and active interest in the cause of Calvin College because of the
great geographical distances.

3. The Church can exercise more direct and effective supervision over
the religious character of the instruction given and over the spiritual
tone of the college when she owns the college and is fully responsible for
appointments, and when she is able to require full reports from the Staff
and/or Board.

4. The history of other church-related colleges is a witness to the
danger of disrupting the present relationship.

5. Financial stability is necessary for Calvin's academic development.
Faculty morale and essential services to both students and faculty re-
quire such stability. Calvin College is dependent for its support upon
the constituency of the Christian Reformed Church since there is no- -
prospect of financial assistance from the government such as is enjoyed
by the Free University.

It is moved that this recommendation be approved.

The motion is temporarily tabled so that two other urgent matters
may come before the Synod (continued in Art. 99).

' ARTICLE 92 |

The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters makes the following
recommendation to Synod:

That the reimbursement for traveling expense for the delegates, when
using an automobile and when traveling alone to Synod, be set at 6¢
per mile and, when carrying other delegates, the reimbursement be set

at 1c per mile for each additional delegate. — Adopted (Budget Mat-

ters continued in Art. 120.)

ARTICLE 93
The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Mission Matters
(cf. Art. 39), Rev. W. Vander Haak, reporting, presents the matter
inre: ,
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. MINISTERS FOR AUSTRALIA
A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 16A, Secnon VI (See Supplement No. 16A,
I,

2. Additional request from the Reformed Church in Australia asking
for four men.

' B. Recommendations:

1. Synod assume the responsibility for the traveling and moving ex-
penses of two ministers of our Church duly called by one of the congre-
gations of the Reformed Churches of Australia subject to the following
stipulations:

a. He shall serve the Australian Churches at least five years, unless an
_eventuality arise that would make his return to our country necessary.

b. Should he be called by one of our congregations after five years of

service in Australia and the call be accepted, his return passage sha.ll be
" paid by our Church. )

c. Salary is to be paid and residence provided by the Reformed Church

“of Australia as they have promised, with the CRBFM authorized to make
a salary adjustment (or supplement) if circumstances should demand
" such. — Adopted 7

2. In the event that the Churches of Australia fail to obtain the
ministers of our Church by-call as suggested above, it is recommended -
that Synod through the CRBFM ‘'lend two pastors to the Australian
Churches if those churches so desire, the arrangements to be similar to
those that prevail with respect to South America and Ceylon, subject to
the following stipulations:

a. The ministers term of service shall be for a period of at least five
years,

b. A furlough of one-half year be granted after five years of service,
with expenses of the furlough to be paid by our Church.

c. The loan arrangement shall be renewed or continued as long as there
~is need.

d. Salary is to be paid and residence provided by the Austra,han
Church as promised, with the CRBFM authorized to make salary adjust- -
ments (or supplement) if circumstances demand such. — Adopted
- 3. That Synod allow an adequate amount in the budget of the

CRBFM for the above-named expenses. — Adopted
(Indian and Foreign Missions continued in Art. 106)

ARTICLE 94

Synod continues the discussion of the recommendation that the Church
continue to own and control Calvin College under present conditions.
~ (cf. Articles 74, 80, 86, 91, and also Article 99)

ARTICLE 95
Synod adjourns and Elder T. Vander Hart offers the closing prayer.
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FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 21, 1957
Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 96 i
Rev. W. Verwolf announces No. 268, Psalter Hymnal, for the morning
devotions. He then reads from Hebrews 10:1-19 and offers prayer.

ARTICLE 97
The roll call reveals that Elder J. Joosse, Sr., replaces Elder H. Knap-
per from Classis Chatham. Elder Joosse expresses his agreement with
the “Public Declaration.” All other delegates are present.

ARTICLE 98
The minutes of sessions twelve and thirteen are read and approved.

ARTICLE 99
Synod continues the discussion of the report of the Advisory Committee
on Longe Range Planning, on the motion that the Church continue to
own and operate Calvin College under the present circumstances.
Synod decides that under the present circumstances the Church shall
continue to own and operate Calvin College.

Grounds:

1. Before the Church may cease to own and operate Calvin College
appreciation of, and devotion to, a christian liberal arts college training
should be suﬂmxently articulate among our people to insure the future
of Calvin College under some other arrangement.

2. Before the Church may cease to own and operate Calvin College
a society or association that could successfully maintain broad, vital, and
active interest in the cause of Calvin College should be organized and
sufficiently established to merit the confidence of the Church.

3. Before the Church may cease to own and operate Calvin College the
Church must be sure that such arrangements have been made as to Insure
effective supervision over the religious character of the instruction given
and over the spiritual tone of the College, in accordance with the
Church’s responsibility for the spiritual nurture of the youth. (cf. Art. 86)

4. The history of many other church-related colleges in America is a
witness to the need of exercising very great care in severing the unique
connection between Calvin College and our denomination.

5. Financial stability is necessary for Calvin’s academic development.
Faculty morale and the academic efficiency of both staff and student
body require such stability, Before the Church may surrender her owner-
ship of Calvin College to an association the Church must be reasonably
assured of the financial stability and sufficiency of the organization re-
sponsible for Calvin’s support and of the financial arrangements which

will be put into operation.

Synod. considers the motion to appoint a Committee to investigate the
possibility of organizing a society which will own and control Calvm
College under the following guarantees:

1. Complete fidelity to the infallible Word of God and doctrinal sound-
ness as expressed in our Forms of Unity,
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*- 2. When and where reasonable assurances are evident of financial
respousibility and stability,

3. When adequate provisions can be made to assure broad, vital, con-

tinuous and active interest in society membership as a whole. — Rejected

The Motion to Reject Recommendation A of the Minority No. 2 Study
Committee’s report (cf. A. 2 of Advisory Committee report) is taken

from the table. (See Supplement No. 37, Minority Report No. 2)

" This motion is tabled in order that Al of Synod’s Advisory Commit-
tee’s report may be reconsidered.

It is decided to reconsider our decision to re_lect Recommendation A
of the Majority Study Committee. (See Article 74, V, A, 1)

Synod decides to withhold action on this matter.

Synod also withholds action on the recommendation to reject the re-
commendation A of the Minority No. 2 report (cf. above). (See Article
74,V, A, 2)

{Long-Range Matters continued in Article 113)

ARTICLE 100

Synod continues the discussion of the report of the Advisory Com-
- mittee on Church Order Matters (cf. Arts. 66, 71), Rev. E. Oostendorp,
reporting:

1. PARTICULAR SYNODS

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 17. (See Supplement No. 17)

" 2. A letter from the Rev. Howard Spaan favoring Particular Synods
but differing in details.

3. Overture No. 49.

. 4. A letter from the West Cleveland Christian Reformed Church en-
dorsing the letter of the Rev. Howard Spaan.

5. Agenda Report No. 27-A, IV. (See Supplement No. 27-A, IV)

B. Recommendations: '

1. Synod take steps for the establishing of Particular Synods.

Grounds:
a. They have a legitimate place in the Reformed system of Church
- government and are provided for in Article 47 of the Church Order.

b. In the light of the present strength and number of our Classes and
-anticipated growth, the institution of Particular Synods is warranted.
. ¢ The institution of Particular Synods may greatly benefit our
* churches.t— Adopted

2. That Synod appoint a representative committee with the man-
date to:

a. Draw up a plan for denominational organization in which Particular
"Synods would form an integral part, taking into account the work of the
Study Committee of 1956. (See Art. 178, V, C.)

b. Present this plan to the various Classes for their consideration, in-
. dividually and in conference with neighboring classes if they so desire.
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The Classes will then offer their judgment regarding the plan to the
Committee.

c. Present the plan to the various denominational Boards and Com-
mittees concerned,-for their judgment.

d. Present its final plan for the consideration of the Synod of 1959.

‘— Adopted

3. That Synod express its thanks to the present Study Committee for
its work. — Adopted

4. That these decisions constitute Synod’s answer to Overture No. 49
and the letters from the Rev. H. B. Spaan and the West Cleveland con-
sistory, and to the Back to God Hour Commiittee. — Adopted

(Church Order Matters continued in Art. 141)

_ : ARTICLE 101

Synod considers the report on Publication Matters (cf. Arts. 54, 60),
with Rev. B. Pekelder, reporting:
1. Loocism PuBLICATIONS

A. Materials: Overtures Nos. 21 and 26.

1. Classis Sioux Center “overtures Synod . . . to reaffirm our historic
position on lodgism as adopted by the Synod of the year 1900.”

2. Both Classes Sioux Center and Orange City request the translation
of this report into the English language and its preparation for distri-
bution.

B. Recommendations: ‘

1. Synod declare that it is not necessary for Synod to reaffirm our
historic position on lodgism at this time.

Grounds:

a. This stand has not been challenged through any ecclesiastical
channels.

b. No evidence whatever has been presented that the churches are
departing from this historic stand in practice. — Adopted

2. That the Synodical Tract Committee be instructed to translate and
make available for distribution the report of the Synod of 1900.

Grounds: '

a. This report of our stand, written in the Holland language, should
be made available to all the people of our churches.

b. Such a well formulated statement of the position of our Church
would be of real value for home missionaries and others who wish to

- acquaint people with our Church’s stand. — Adopted

Synod decides that the Synodical Tract Committee shall also provide
a translation in the modern Dutch and make it available for our immi-
grants.
II. LATE APPEARANCE OF AGENDA

A. Material: Overture No. 39

Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod expressing “its grievance and
protest to Synod against the lateness of synodical reports to the con-
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sistories on important matters dealing with our denominational activity
and development (and) requests Synod. to apply pressure again upon
its study comimnittees to get their reports in on time.”

B. Recommendation: Synod take note of the grievance of Classis
Kalamazoo, and once again urge its committees to abide by the existing

- yules which are established for the profit of the churches. (See Article 60)
— Adoptéd

III. FinaL DecisioNs oN REpPorTs oF STupy COMMITTEES

A. Maierial: Overture No. 40

Classis Grand Rapids South overtures the Synod of 1957 to establish
the general policy to make no final decisions on the reports of the study
committees unless the contents of these reports have been before the
church at large for a period of six months.

~ B. Recommendation: Synod do not establish this policy.

Grounds:

1. Such a policy would compel a committee to hurry its work in order
to have it available by December 15. This would almost necessitate that
every study committee be a two-year committee which often might not
be to the profit of the churches.

2. If study committees will only abide by existing rules, and present
their reports by March 15, the Church will have ample time to study
‘their reports. (See Article 60) — Adopted

IV. CoNGrRATULATORY CORRESPONDENCE. (cf. Arts. 40, 41)

A. Materials: Letters received extending felicitations on Centennial.
" B. Recommendations:

1. The editors of The Banner and De Wachier be instructed to place

the congratulatory letters received from other denominations in successive
- issues of their publications. — Adopted

2. The Centennial Committee be instructed to place the congratu-
" latory letters in the Centennial Memorial Book, if possible. — Adopted

3. The Centennial Committee is authorized to publish the congratu-
latory letters and addresses received, in a separate brochure if it is not
possible to include them in the Centennial Memorial Book. — Adopted

{Publication Matters continued in Art. 109)

ARTICLE 102
Synod adjourns for noon recess, and Elder J. Ten Harmsel offers the
closing prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21
Fifteenth Session
ARTICLE 103

Synod sings No. 102:3, 4, from the Psalter Hymnal, and Rev. H.
Venema leads in prayer.
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ARTICLE 104
Rev. W. H. Ackerman is present in the place of Rev. O. Breen, and
expresses his agreement with the “Public Declaration.”

ARTICLE 105
The Reception Committee (cf. Arts. 23, 37, 38, 52, 65, 78), Rev. S.
Kramer presents to Synod Rev. 4. Cammenga from the (Orthodox) Prot-
estant Reformed Church. Rev. Cammenga briefly addresses Synod, ex-
pressing the deep appreciation of his Church for the gracious invitation
it might receive from us to attend our Centennial Synod. He speaks of

" differences which causes us to live apart these years but also utters the
. hope that in obedience to the prayer of Christ for unity among His

people, we may seck and find that unity which ought to be found with
us. He brings the greetings from his Church and prays that God may
bless us and keep us faithful to Him in years to come.

Rev. R. J. Frens fittingly responds, assuring Rev. Cammenga of the
sincere happiness we experience in having one of his Church present
with us at this time. He also assures him that we remain keenly in-
terested in them. He tells him that we will continue to pray for them
and adds that his church truly has a place in our affection.

ARTICLE 106
The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Mission Matters (cf.
Arts. 39, 93), Rev. W. Vander Haak, reporting, presents the following:

I. TreoLocicAL EpucAaTion IN NORTHERN NIGERIA
1. Material: Overture No. 23 — Seminary in Nigeria
2. Statement of the case:

Classis Sioux Center wishes to go on record as being opposed to the
unified effort of the theological training in one seminary of interdenom-
inational character The reasons for this position are implied in the
statement “we cannot and may not compromise our doctrinal and eccle-
stastical principles.”

3. Background:

In order to deal properly with this overture, the precise history and
status of the proposed program of the theoloqmal education in Nigeria
should be clearly before Synod. In 1955 Synod decided to “accede to
the request of the Board for authorization to lend a teacher at Gindiri
for native pastor training.” In the report of the Board this position was
described as “instructor for ministerial candidates being prepared by
the several missions associated with the Sudan United Mission.” Fur-
thermore, it is stated that “this school is under the general direction of
the British branch of the S.U.M.” (Acts, 1955, pp. 29,358).

In 1956 the Board reported regarding this matter as follows: “Not a
great deal as yet can be said about the theological education to be car-
ried forward at Gindiri under the instruction of Dr. Harry R. Boer.
The past half year has been mostly of an exploratory nature . . . The fur-
ther planning of the Gindiri theological school is still in process.”

It may be noted that the plans previously approved by Synod in 1955
do not involve the Christian Reformed Church as such in any program



54 Acrts oF SyNop, 1957

of interdenominational theological education. These plans provide only
for the loaning of a missionary teacher by the Christian Reformed
Church to the Church of Christ, Benue province (Ekkliziyar Kristi A
Sudan Lardin Benue), a church which is, incidentally a sister church (cf.
Acts, 1956, p. 64). It is this church, not the Christian Reformed Church,
which contemplates participation in a program of interdenominational
~ theological education. ’
4. Recommendations:
Synod declare:

“a. There is no “compromise of our ecclesiastical principles” in the
plans for theological education which weré approved by the Synod of
1955 and further elaborated in the proposals submitted by the Nigerian
General Conference to the Board.

Grounds:

This is not to be a school of our denomination but will belong to the
autonomous Churches in Nigeria. — Adopied

b. There is no “compromise of our theological principles” in the plans
for the theological education which were approved by the Synod of
1955 and further elaborated in the proposals submitted by the Nigerian
General Conference to the Board.

Grounds:

(1) Our Missionary Teacher is expected to teach in accordance with
his theological convictions. This is assured 7in the proposed plan.
—— Adopted

(2) Our Missionary Teacher is permitted by provisions of the pro-
posed plan to give additional training to the students that come from
the Lupwe-Tiv area. This will insure the instilling of Reformed prin-
ciples in the native pastors prepared for our sister churches in Nigeria.

JII. Tae REPORT oF THE BoarD oF MissioNs Recarping THEOLOGICAL
EpucAaTioN IN NORTHERN NIGERIA

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, Section 8-V (See Supplement
No. 16, Sec. 8-V)

2. Statement of the case:

A plan for a theological school was formulated and presented to the
CRBFM for its consideration, support and possible recommendation to
Synod. Without accepting the entire report, the Board decided that
Dr. H. R. Boer be encouraged to carry forward the plans to teach in
the United Theological Seminary as originally proposed two years ago.

3. Background:

It is expected that in the near future Nigeria will become fully in-
dependent. The North, in which our missionaries labor is apt to be
under the predominant influence of Mohammedan power. We must
count seriously on the possibility of a curtailment of specifically religious
" mission work in the North. Under such an eventual condition the com-
bined Christian community may be able to staff one theological school.
However, in the Lupwe-Tiv area secondary education has not even
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been begun as yet, and no indigenous academic theological leadershlp
can be expected for many years to come.

The Church of the S.U.M. wants a school wh1ch all their students -
can attend together and where the leaders of the future can learn to
know each other. This is in harmony with the distinctively close coop-
eration of the African Churches. It should be noted that this school
will come to existence and native pastors for our sister churches will be

. trained there whether or not we provide a missionary teacher. The

distinctive situation of the African Church requires a united effort.

Northern Nigeria needs theological leadership at the highest level at
which it can be given. Few men are available, The number is mnsuffi-
cient for any single mission to make.a school of its own possible.

The present plan has the well-nigh unanimous backing not only of
the African Churches but also of the missionaries. Our own Nigerian
General Conference has unanimously recommended the plan to the
Board.

4. Recommendation: Synod endorse the recommendation of the Board
that Dr. H. R. Boer be encouraged to carry forward the plans to teach
in the United Theological Seminary as originally approved two years
ago.

" Grounds:

a. Such a teaching effort-is warranted in the light of:

(1) the political future of Nigeria.

(2) the desire of the African Churches.

(3) the urgent need for training at the highest level.

(4) the enthusiastic approval of the missionaries in Northern Nigeria
and our own Nigerian General Conference. )

(3) the distinctive situation of the African Church.

b. The presence of a Missionary Teacher of Reformed conviction in
a school which is planned .to train native pastors for all of northern
Nigeria, enlarges the opportunity for a Reformed witness in Nigeria.

— Adopted

(Indian and Foreign Missions continued in Art. 148)

ARTICLE 107

Dr. John H. Kromminga, having been elected President of the Serni-
nary, now announces his acceptance and reads the following letter to
Synod:

DeAr BRETHREN:

The gracious words by which your chairman conveyed to me your decision to
appoint me to the presidency of Calvin Seminary have impressed upon me ths
weight of responsibility involved in this office. My experience of the past year
has also made me realize, more clearly than before, the difficulty and importance
of this task and my own considerable shortcomings.

In the realization of these things I have prayerfully considered the appointment
vou have tendered me. I have come to the conclusion that I cannot do anything
clse than accept. The kind of cooperation and support I have received during the
past year encourage me to make this decision. I takc very scriously also the
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promises given that the members of Synod and of the church will pray for me
in this office. I believe and trust that these promises will be carried out.

In the light of these considerations, and calling on God for help, I accept the
appointment to thé presidency of Calvin Seminary. I pledge my best efforts to
the church in this office, and trust that God will use my unworthy self to help
Calvin Seminary, not to go backward of to stand still, but to go forward in His
service.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) J. H. Kromminga

ARTICLE 108

Dr. William Spoethof, having been reappointed to the presidency of
Calvin College with indefinite tenure, announces his acceptance and
reads the following letter:

EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

Thank you for this opportunity by which I am permitted to express to you my
sincere appreciation for the honor you conferred upon me of reappointment to
the presidency of Calvin College. I am deeply grateful for the kind words which
were addressed to me by your president and for the many assurances of good will
‘which members of this Synod have given to me. I shall share these expressions
with- my colleagues on the faculty and the administrative staff and with members
of your Board of Trustees, to all of whom I pay tribute for their zcal, devotion
to duty, dedication to the cause of Christian collegiate cducation, and for their
fine spirit of cooperation and helpfulness.

In every passing year—and I now count six in the presidency—new dimensions

are added to the responsibilities of the College for giving to the youth of our
Church a solid, God-centered, Christian liberal arts cducation., To the grave
responsibilities of ever dcveloping spiritual and academic depth are added new
obligations to make this Christian education relevant to changing times and con-
ditions. In accepting the reappointment to the office of President of Calvin College,
I accept these responsibilities, to be shared, however, by all those who constitute
Calvin College.
" For the task of meeting these responsibilities we need your prayers, not only
in the congregations of God’s people, but in your homes . .. “for our help cometh
from the Lord who made heaven and earth.” Thus, in answer to your prayers and
ours, may God add strength to our weakness and may He give health and wisdom
and prudence to conduct the affairs of Calvin College, an agency of primary
importance to0 God’s kingdom.

We of the College are deeply grateful to the Church which has nourished the
College. Our pride in this parentage of the Church runs much deeper than its
patronage. God grant that, together as Church and College, we may ever remain
faithful to His revealed will.

Thank you sincerely.

Fraternally yours,

(signed) William Spoelhof
ARTICLE 109
The Advisory Committee on Publication Matters (cf. Arts. 54,
60, 101), Rev. B. Pekclder, reporting:
I. CommrTTEE ON EpucaTioN
A. Materials: (cf. Art. 54)

B. Recommendation: That the proposed revision of the “Compendium
of the Christian Religion,” together with the proof texts, be approved.
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and accepted for use in catechetical instruction, with the following re-
visions:” — Adopted

a. Answer 2: :

(1) Suggestion that (3) read: “that I am gratefully living the new
life of the redeemed Christian.” Suggestlon that ( ) read: “that I am
living the new life of Christian gratitude.” ‘

(2) Recommendation: that (3) read: “that in gratitude I am daily
striving to do the perfect will of God.” Ground: This substitution, which
is the same as the 1943 edition, retains the idea of gratitude, as sug-
gested. — Adopted

b. Answer 11:

(1) Recommendation: Delete the words “by nature.”

. Ground: Even though man is regenerated, he is still by nature in-
capable of doing any spiritual good. — Adopted

c. Question 12:

(1) Recommendation: that the question “Does God pumsh sin?” be
substituted for the proposed question.

Ground: This question better fits the answer which considers the
punishment of sin not primarily from our deserving it, but from the
necessity for God to punish sin. It fits in better with the approach of
the Heidelberg Catechism. — Adopted

d. Answer 47:

(1) Recommendation: Substitute “gives” for “pour out” and “to
for “upon.”

Ground: “Pour out” has a Pentecostal association, which should be
preserved for the unique event of Pentecost. — Adopted

e. Answer 50:

(1) Suggestion: “drop second ‘and’; add at end of sentence ‘and com-
forts me’.”

(2) Recommendation: That this answer be revised to read: “The
Holy Spirit regenerates and sanctifies me, comforts me, and guides me in
the way of truth and obedience.”

Ground: There is real merit to adding the idea of “comfort” as a
work of the Holy Spirit. The proposed revision reads easler than the
suggestion above. — Adopted

f. Questions and Answers 64 and 65:

(1) Suggestion: “suggest the term ‘Christian’ be retamed ?

Ground: All men believe somethlng, but not all men are Christian
believers.

(2) Recommendation: That the word “Christian” be deleted.

Ground: There is no need of the word “Christian” for the whole con-
text of the catechism shows it is the “Christian” believer that is con-
sidered. The word “Christian” is not used in the many other places
where the word “believer” is found. — Adopied

g. Answer 80:

(1) Three different suggestions were made concerning this answer.
They all dealt with different matters, but all will be met by this recom-

" mendation.
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(2) Recommendation: The substitution of this answer for the present
one: “To eat Christ’s body and drink His blood is to embrace with a
believing heart the sufferings and death of Christ, and thus to become

_more and more united to Him as our Head.”

© Ground: This preserves the elements in the Heidelberg Catechism
and is found in the 1943. and 1955 editions. — Adopted

h. Answer 84:

(1) Recomendation: Substitute “The keys of the Kingdom of heaven
are the preaching of the Word and the exercise of discipline, which are
given by Christ to His Church to open and close the doors of the king-

. dom.”

Ground: This is more exact than saying that the “keys of the Kingdom
are the power . ..” — Adopted

1. Answer 97: ' '

(1) Recommendation: Delete words following “and” and substitute
“by engaging in the public worship and service of God.”

Ground: This is a broader answer and avoids a possible misunder-
standing that only attendance at worship is required. — Adopted

j. General comments:

(1) Recommendation: That all Scripture references found in the
Compendium should be according to the ASV. — Adopted

(2) Suggestion: “That the newly approved Compendium be ar-
ranged in the form of lessons.” Synod should note that this is the
intention of the Committee on Education. — Received as information

k. The Committee on Education be authorized to publish the revised
Compendium. — Synod so decides.

-ARTICLE 110
Synod ad_]ourns and prayer is offered by Elder George Eisenga.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 21
Sixteenth Session

ARTICLE 111
Rev. J. Geuzebroek conducts the devotions. He requests Synod to sing
No. 332 from the Psalter Hymnal and then leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 112
Rev. A. A.:Koning replaces Rev. J. W. Visser from Classis Grand
Rapids West. Upon request from the President, he rises to express agree-
ment with the “‘Public Declaration.”
. Rev. George Holwerda is present in the place of Rev. D. Drost as
delegate from Classis Muskegon.

. ARTICLE 113

Synod continues the discussion of the report of the Adv1sory%omm1t-
tee on Long Range Planning (cf. Arts. 74, 80, 86, 91, 94, 99), Dr. A..
C. De Jong, reporting:
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3

REcoMMENDATIONS RE AGENDA REPORT No. 30-B. (See Supplement No.
30-B)

A. The Board of Trustees resubmits the Long Range Plan of 1956
to the Synod of 1957. — Received as information.

B. The Board of Trustees recommends that Knollcrest again be desig-
nated as the site for all campus expansion other than minor remedial
measures on the present campus, Our recommendation: that Synod
adopt this proposal. (Continued on Art. 119)

ARTICLE 114
While the motion to adopt the proposal to make Knollcrest the site
for all campus expansion is being dxscussed the time for adjournment
arrives.

Rev. H. Blystra offers closing prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 22, 1957
Seventeenth Session

ARTICLE 115
The President calls Synod to order. Rev. J. H.- F. Vander Bom,
fraternal delegate from the Reformed Church of Australia, leads in de-
votions. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 335:1, 3. Rev. Vander Bom
reads Luke 14:25 to the end of the chapter and offers prayer.

ARTICLE 116
The roll is called. Rev. J. W. Visser, Rev. O. Breen, and Rev. D.
Drost have returned as delegates from their respective Classes. Elder
J. Kooy replaces Dr. J. Huizenga from Classis Chicago North. He ex-
presses his agreement with the “Public Declaration.” ‘

ARTICLE 117
The minutes of the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth sessions are
read and adopted.
ARTICLE 118 ,
Synod meets in executive session. The minutes of this session are in
the Archives of Synod.
ARTICLE 119
Synod continues the discussion of the report on Long Range Planning
(cf. Art, 113), Dr. A. C. De Jong, reporting:
RECOMMENDATION RE AGENDA REPORT No. 30-B.
 A. Material: Knollcrest again be designated as the site for all campus
expansion other than minor remedial measures on the present campus.
— Adopted
Grounds:
1. Careful study by the Long Range Planning Committee demonstrates

that moving to the Knollcrest campus is the most economical, eﬁlc1cnt
and practicable plan.
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2. Decisions of previous Synods authorizing the construction of a néw
Seminary Building (Centennial Memorial) and of new dormitories can
be carried out only by moving to the new campus.

3. The urgent need of the Seminary for more adequate facilities for
its enlarged faculty and student body, and the very urgent need of the
College for more adequate facilities to carry out its program efficiently
(e.g., housing, physical education, and library) make this step neces-
sary not only for expansion but also for effective operation at present.

4. The decision adopted is in accord with the advice of the synodi-
cal Long Range Plan Study Committee Majority report, and is not
objected to by either minority report.

(The above four grounds are tabled. Final decision on grounds are
given in Art, 133.) (Long Range Matters continued in Art. 126.)

ARTICLE 120

* Synod considers the report of the Advisory Committee on ‘Budget
Matters (cf. Art. 92), Mr. M. Vander Velde, reporting:
1. Avuprting FiNaNciaL RECORDS 0F DENOMINATIONAL AGENCIES

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 41 (See Supplement No. 41)

“Our Committee recommends that the annual audits of denomina-
tional agencies be made under the auspices of the synodically appointed
Special Advisory Budget Committee, which committee shall determine
the scope of each audit and to which committee the auditor shall submit:
his report with a copy to the agency audited.

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt the recommendation of the Special
Advisory Budget Committee as above.

Grounds:

1. Synod itself through one of its standing committees should deter-
mine the scope of audit and the type of report to be submitted. At
‘present each agency determines the scope of audit.

2. This will make for uniformity in reporting if one committee deter-
mines the audit scope for denominational agencies and the kind of
. reports to be submitted.

3. It will assist the committee in its examination of financial needs
and proposed budgets.

4. It will broaden the usefulness of this committee, — Adopied
I1. HoMmE MissIONs

" A. Materials:
1. Agenda Report No. 8 (See Supplement No. 8)

2. Agenda Report No. 43 (See Supplement No. 43)

3. Auditor’s Report

B. Recommendations:
~ 1. Synod approve a quota of $15.25 per family for Evangelism and
Church Extension.

Grounds:

- a, This is the recommendation of the Special Advisory Budget Com-
mittee.
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b The requests of the Comrittee for $50,000 each for new fields
represents the total need for such fields. The Committee’s experience
indicates that not all of this amount will be needed in one year.

— Adopted
2. Synod adopt a quota of 75¢ per family for 1958 for Jewish Mis-
sion.

Grounds: This amount is considered sufficient to meet budget needs
in view of the funds on hand. — Adopied

3. Synod adopt a quota of $5.20 per family for 1958 for the Fund
for Needy Churches.

Grounds:

“a. This is the recommendation of the Special Advisory Budget Com- .
mittee,
b. In the opuuon of this committee this quota will be needed to meet
expected demands in 1958.
c. This fund has operated on deficit spending through borrowed funds
for some years. — Adopted
4. Synod request the General Committee for Home Missions, in con-
sultation with the standing advisory Budget Committee, to review
purpose and use of the Fund for Needy Churches, and to bring to

- Synod of 1958 such recommendations as will promote the best use of

this fund, and stimulate faster progress toward self-support among
small churches.

Grounds: .

a. Large amounts annually requested for salary subsidies.

b. Amount of aid requested will increase if basic minimum salary is
raised to $3,800.

¢. Need to stimulate churches to faster attainment of self-support in
United States and Canada.

d. Ghurches in program are not all paying their quotas as they are
required. — Adopted

IIT. InpIAN AND FoREIGN MIssIoNs

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 16 and 16A; Agenda Report No
43; Auditor’s Report.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the request of the Board for additional expenditures
from operating funds of $65,685 for 1957; from special gift funds of
$68.,685 for 1957; and $136,640 for special gifts in 1958 plus an addi-
tional supplemental amount of $28,500 for special gifts in 1958.

— Adopted

2. Synod approve a quota of $16 per family for 1958.

Grounds:

a. Liquid assets on hand in operating fund at December 31, 1956,
amounted to $342,785. However, this balance will be reduced by ap-
proximately $103,000 during 1957, leaving a balance of $239,000.
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b. In our opinion available surplus funds should be used to finance
budgets of subsequent years: — Adopied :

IV. Caurcr Here Funp

A. Materials: , '

1. Agenda Reports Nos. 23, 43 (See Supplements Nos. 23, 43)

2. Auditor’s Report

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve a quota of $1 per family for 1958.

Grounds:

a. Liquid assets on hand amounted to $266,869 on December 31, 1956.

b. Estimated receipts from quota and repayments during 1957 less
new loans made during that year will not, in our opinion, reduce this
balance considerably.

¢. We concur with the decision of the Synod of 1956 “that an earnest
effort ought to be made to make the Church Help Fund more of a
revolving fund.” — Adopted

2. Synod by a special pronouncement call attention of all churches
_receiving aid from the Church Help Fund to the following paragraph
in the contract which the consistories sign at the time they obtain their
loans: “Because this is a loan not bearing interest, and because our
prompt repayment will be for the profit of other churches also needing
help, we shall consider it our first obligation to repay it as soon as
possible.” — Adopted

3. If Synod adopts the above we recommend that the Church Help
Fund Committee inform all churches holding loans of the above deci-
sions and of Synod’s mandate to make this fund a revolving fund.

‘ ~— Adopted

4. We also call Synod’s attention to the fact that at the end of 1956
funds totaling $266,869 were held in one bank, the Northwestern State
Bank, Orange City, Iowa.

Synod call this matter to the attention of this agency that the synodi-
cal rule of 1936 is that excess denominational funds be invested only
in U.S. Government Bonds. — Adopted

V. CanapiaN ImmicraTION FUND
 A. Materials:
1. Agenda Reports Nos, 29, 43
2. Auditor’s Report
B. Recommendation: Synod discontinue this fund as a quota sup-
ported cause.
" Grounds:
1. Many of those now entering Canada have relatives in this country
who can and do assist.

2. This committee was appointed as an emergency committee to
assist arriving immigrants who came to Canada and to prevent wide-
spread dispersal. In your committee’s opinion the emergency no longer
exists. ~
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-3. Cost per new families added to our churches are in excess of $100
per family (614 families added in 1956; disbursements $64,787).
A motion to approve is_tabled.
(Budget Matters continued in Art. 135.)

ARTICLE 121
The Vice-president reads a letter from the Rev. E. Pijlman in which

~he bids Synod farewell. — Received as information

ARTICLE 122

Synod adjourns for the week-end and Elder J. Sturing offers. the
closing prayer.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 24, 1957
Eigtheenth Session

ARTICLE 123

President N. J. Monsma asks Rev. C. Vander Woude to conduct de-
votions. He requests Synod to sing Psalm 84, stanzas 1 and 3, in the

Holland language. He then reads Psalm 84 and leads in prayer,

ARTICLE 124
" The roll is called. Elder G. Joldersma is present in the place of Dr.
C. De Graaf from Classis Holland and Elder J. Schuitema is present
in the place of Elder J. Vander Wel of Classis Muskegon. Both these

brethren express their agreement with the “Public Declaration.”

ARTICLE 125
The minutes of the seventeenth session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 126
The adoption of the grounds for the decision on change of site to

Knollerest (cf. Arts. 113, 119) are deferred until mimeographed copies
can be given to all the delegates. (See Art. 133)

‘ ARTICLE 127
Synod continues the discussion of the report of the Advisory Com-

mittee on Long Range Planning (Arts. 74, 80, 86, 91, 94, 99, 113, 119),
Dr. A. C. De Jong, reporting:

I

A. Material: Synod is informed that the Board of Trustees appointed
an Appraisal Committee consisting of the following men: Mr. Lambert
Beré, Chicago, Ill.; Mr. Edward Tamminga, Denver, Colo.; Mr. James
Verbridge, Kalamazoo, Mich.; Mr. Dick Evenhouse, Chicago, Ill.; Mr. .
Edward Hekman, Grand Rapids, Mich,, and Mr. George Kamp, Grand
Rapids, Mich. (Non-voting member). The Board of Trustees recom-
mends that the findings of this committee be accepted as the basis of
negotiations for the sale of the present campus.

B. Recommendaiion: Synod adopts this proposal. — Adopted
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1I

A. Material: The Board of Trustees recommends that Synod authorize’
the Board of Trustees to sell the present campus, provided such a sale
be approved by the Board in full session and provided the Board shall
safeguard the financial interests of the Church and the educational pro-
. gram of Calvin College and Seminary in transacting this sale. In seeking
to safeguard the financial interests of the Church the Appraisal Commit-
tee shall assist the Board of Trustees in fixing final terms of sale.

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this proposal, — Adopied

I11
A. Material: The Board of Trustees recommends that Synod authorize
the Board of Trustees, to employ an Architects’ Board of Design to work
out a site plan and a basic architectural style for our new campus. ‘
B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this proposal. — Adopted

v

A. Material: The Board of Trustees recommends that Synod authorize
the Board to obtain and approve plans for and to proceed with the con-
struction of the Seminary building in accordance with the provisions out-
lined in the Long Range Plan. '

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this proposal.

The motion that Synod delay action on Seminary construction, and
appoint a Study Committee to investigate the best possible location for
the Seminary from the Spiritual, Academic, and Practical point of view.

...— Rejected

The motion to adopt the proposal of the Advisory Committee is

adopted.

v

A. Material: The Board of Trustees recommends that Synod authorize
the Board to negotiate government financing up to $2,000,000 for the
building of a men’s and a women’s dormitory (each for-about 250 stu-
dents). The dining facilities are to be such that they can be expanded
to serve eventually 1,000 students.

B. Recommendation: That Synod authorize the Board to negotiate
government financing, some of the conditions for which are found in the
Agenda report of the Board, up to $2,000,000 for the building of a men’s
and women’s dormitory (each for about 250 students), the dining fa-
cilities are to be such that they can be expanded to serve eventually 1,000
students. (See Supplement No. 30) — Adopted

(Long-Range Matters continued in Art. 132)

ARTICLE 128 .

The Vice-President reads a letter from Dr. H. Kuiper in which he
informs Synod that he has accepted the reappointment tendered him for
the department of Dogmatics. — Received as information.

ARTICLE 129

Rev. R. V. Metzeling offers the closing prayer.
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 24
Nineteenth Session

ARTICLE 130
Dr. G. Goris asks Synod to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 290:1-3 and
offers prayer.
ARTICLE 131
Rev. F. M. Huizenga replaces Rev. C. Schemper from Classis Zeeland,
and expresses agreement with the “Public Declaration.”™
ARTICLE 132
Synod continues the report on Longe-Range Planning (cf Arts. 74, 80,
86, 91, 94, 99, 113, 119, 126, 127), Dr. A. C. De Jong serving as the
reporter: .
I

A. Material: The Board of Trustees requests that Synod authorize the
Board to proceed with the planning and construction of such dormitories
immediately.

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this proposal. — Adopted
II
A. Matertal: The Board of Trustees recommends Synod to authorize

the Board to use the accumulated reserves of the $1.50 family quota

(designated for capital expenditures) for the furnishing of these dor--
mitories.

B. Recommendation: Synod adaopt this proposal. — Adopted

: 1 ‘
A. Material: The Board of Trustees requests Synod to authorize the
Board to use the $1.50 in future quotas to help meet the “reserve” re-
quirements incidental to government loans and also to use some of these

* moneys temporarily for interim ﬁnan(:mg while the government loan is

forthcoming.
B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this proposal. — ddopted

v :
A. Material: The Board of Trustees recommends.that Synod authorize
the Board to arrange for and proceed with the construction of a central
heating plant, depending, however, upon the recommendations of the
engineering departments of the arc}utectural firms with whom we plan
to deal.

B. Recommendatzon Synod adopt this proposal — Aodpted.

A%

" A. Material: The Board of Trustees recommends that Synod authorize
the Board to engage in preliminary planning for physical education
facilities and that meanwhile the Development Secretary be permitted to
solicit funds from firms, foundations, other groups, and individuals in-
terested in such a project. -

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this proposal. — Adopted
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VI '
. These Resolutions be considered as an answer to the 16 letters Synod
received, ‘asking that the expansion of Calvin Campus be halted.
— Adopted
VII - \
The Reorganization of the Governing Body of Calvin College

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 37. (See Supplement No. 37)

B. Recommendation: With respect to the Board reorganization your
committee advises that Synod refer the matter of reorganizing the govern-
ing body of Calvin College and Seminary to the Board of Trustees for
study and recommendation to the Synod of 1958. '

. Grounds:

. 1. The suggestions and recommendations in the study reports regarding

the distinctive sphere of education merit careful consideration.

2. Propriety demands that the Board of Trustees, as the synodical

- agency most directly involved, be allowed to address itself to this problem.

— Adopted

VIII

The Junior College Problem

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 37. (See Supplement No. 37, C, 3 a;
4,¢,p, D)

B. Recommendations: ,

1. Synod declare that the areas directly concerned be responsible for
the initiation, establishment, and financial security of the junior college.

2. Synod refer the matters concerning equitable financial adjustment
between areas operating a junior.college and Calvin College to the
* Standing Advisory Budget Committee for study and for recommendation
to the Synod of 1958, and that the decisions of the Synod of 1958 in this
matter be made retroactive to January 1, 1958: — Adopted

X
: A Senior College and Graduate School

A. Materials: Agenda Report No: 37. (See Supplement No. 37)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod do not declare itself on the question of breaking up Calvin
College into a Junior and Senior College.

Ground: From the materials submitted in the reports to Synod we feel
that Synod is not able to judge on this matter. — Adopied

2. Synod do not declare itself at this time concerning a graduate
school.

Ground: None of the reports have submitted sufflment material for
Synod to declare itself on this matter. — Adopted

X
Canadian Needs
A. Materials: Agerida Report No. 37. (See Supplement No. 37, V, 6,
D, 4) ,
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B. Recommendations:

1. Synod recognize that the educational problems of our Canadian
churches are of real concern not only to them but to our whole denomi-
nation. — Adopted

2. Synod encourage the Calvin College Administration to continue
its study in close consultation with the Canadian churches of giving

- special consideration to the educational needs of our Canadian students

with a view to their being better prepared to meet educational require-
ments for Canada. — Adopted

3. Synod expresses the hope that the Canadian brethren, as they seek
to solve their educational problems, will avail themselves of every op-

portunity to utilize the experience of Calvin’s educators. — Adopted
X
We Recommend that Synod Thank the Study Committee for Its Work
— Adopted

(Long-Range Matters continued in Art. 133)

ARTICLE 133
Synod considers the proposed four grounds to be attached to the reso-

. lution that Knollcrest become the site for future expansion. (cf. Art. 119)

Synod decides to delete grounds 2, 3, and 4 so that the one ground to
be attached reads:

“Careful study by the Long Range Planning Committee demonstrates

- that moving to the Knollcrest campus is the most economical, efficient,

and practicable plan.” — Adopted

ARTICLE 134
The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters (cf. Arts. 64, 72),
presents the following, Rev. E. Oostendorp,. reporting:
I. CanapiaN ImMiGrRATION COMMITTEE ) :
A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 29 (See Supplement No. 29), Over-
tures Nos, 13, 24, 25, 29, 36.
B. Recommendations:

1. Synod countinue for another year the Immigration Committee for
Canada as duly constituted by the appointment of the various classes
and approved by Synod (Acts 1953, p. 133).— Adopted

2. Synod ‘authorize the Committee to appoint and employ full-time
and part-time fieldmen according to need. — Adopted

3. In reply to overture No. 13 urging Synod not to curtail the work
of its Canadian Immigration Committee, Overtures 24 and 25 asking

- Synod to continue the present program and to drop the request made

in 1954, 1955, and 1956, “to work toward the elimination of fieldmen as
employees of the Church,” and Overture 36, requesting the same thing, -
Synod declares: '

a. That Synod re-iterates the decisions of 1954, 1955, and 1956, name-
ly, that the Committee work toward the ellmmatlon of employmg ﬁeld- :
men on the payroll of the denomination,
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/

b. That the work of the Committee be continued on a year to year
basis, and,

c. That Synod each year review the need for continuing the work in
the light of the policy laid down by the directives adopted in 1954,
1955, and 1956. — Adopted

Grounds:
1. The need for the continued employment of the fieldmen is obvious.

2. If there were another source of income from which the.fieldmen
could be paid the Church should remove them from its payroll, but at
- present there is no other source, and past efforts to transfer the work
to local initiative or another set-up have thus far been unsuccessful.

3. The work should be continued on a year to year basis because of
“the changing social, economic and political conditions. — Received as
information.

4. Synod accede to Overture No. 36 and instruct its Imzmgratlon
Committee to submit a set of “Rules and Regulations for the Immigra-
tion Work of the Christian Reformed Church in Canada,” which pro-
vides a sufficient organization on the local and classical level for co-
operation with the Synodical Immigration Committee (these rules and
regulations to be drawn up in the spirit of previous synodical de-
cisions, cf. 3 above). — Adopted

5. Synod inform Classis Alberta North that the reorganization plan

of the Ontario Council has not been presented to Synod, and therefore
no-action on it is contemplated. — Adopted

6. The above decisions be considered also an answer to the overture
No. 29 of Classis Pacific. — Adopted

7. Synod thank the members of the Immigration Committee and the
fieldmen for their labors in the interest of the immigrants comlng to our
churches in Canada. — So decided

II. CurisTIAN REFORMED RESETTLEMENT SERVICE COMMITTEE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 39 (See Supplement No. 39)
B. Recommendateions: ’
1. Synod express a vote of thanks to Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft for the
many valuable services rendered, and because of the mandatory rule
for retirement adopted by the Synod of 1950, he be retired as a mem-
ber. — Adopted
2. Synod appoint Dr. Lewis B. Smedes as a member of this Com-
‘mlttee, since his expenence and acquaintance with the work qualifies
him. — Adopted
- 3. Synod authorize this Committee to continue the Hungarian Refugee-
program as soon as Congress enacts legislation favorable for it.
§ — Adopted
4. Synod authorize this Committee to continue sponsorship of Dutch
immigrants, and also in relocating immigrants already in the U.S. who
" request assistance to live in sectors of our country where our churches
and Christian schools are located. — Adopted
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5. Synod authorize the name of this Committee to be changed and be
known as the Christian Reformed Resettlement Service Committee to -
properly identify the work with the sponsoring denomination. — Adopted

6. Synod again request the Stated Clerk to continue to serve as a
representative of the Synodical Committee because of contacts made
by sponsoring churches and official government information. — Adopted

7. Synod continue the present membership personnel for the proper

- pursuit of the work with exception specified in Nos. 1 and 2, and

authorize this Committee to employ a full-time or part-time worker to
direct the work. — Adopted

III. ReguesT oF CocHRANE, ONTARIO, FOR EXCEPTION TO RULING ON
Ace LiMiTaTION OF MiNIsTERS CALLED To CANADA FROM THE
NETHERLANDS

A. Material: Overture No. 50, in whlch Cla551s Toronto supports the
request of the.Cochrane consistory that they be permitted to call the

Rev. S. Greving, aged 50, by way of exception to the rule which sets 2
Limit of 40 years.

B. Recomendation: Synod do not grant the request of the Cochrane
consistory to waive the rule in this case.

Ground: Classis Toronto and the consistory do not adduce any grounds
for making an exception in this case. — Adopted

IV. Mission OPPORTUNITIES IN CARIBBEAN AREA
A. Material: Overture No. 53
B. Recommendation: Synod refer this overture to both the Executive

Committee for Home Missions and the Board of Foreign Missions for
mutual study and consultation, and report to the Synod of 1958.

Grounds: .
1. The grounds given in the overture indicate the opportunity for ex-
tending our mission activity in a promising field.

2. Synod cannot at this time determine on the basis of information
available under which Board this work would be carried out. — Adopted

(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 140.)

ARTICLE 135

The Adwsory Committee on Budget Matters (cf. Arts. 92, 120), Elder
M. Vander Velde, reporting:

I. REcLASSIFICATION OF AcCREDITED CAUSES

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 42 (See Supplement No. 42)
. B. Recommendation: Synod adopt the following classification of causes
recommended to our consistories:
1. Denominational Causes
A. Quota Causes
B. Recommended for one or more offerings
C. Recommended for support
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I1. Recommended Causes for Financial Suppors
A. Benevolent causes
B. Educational causes

. "C. Evangelistic causes
D. Other causes

Grounds:

1. This is recommended by the Special Advisory Budget Committee.

2. This classification makes a distinction between synodical and other
worthy causes.

3. This is a better guxde for the consistories. — Adopted

I1. FeasiBiLiTy OF APPOINTING A Furr-Tmve Financial DIREcTOR
A. Material: Agenda Report No, 41 (See Supplement No. 41)

B. Recommendation: Synod do not at this time appoint a full time
financial director.

Grounds:

1. This is the recommendation of the Special Advisory Budget Com-
mittee.

2. The expense involved in setting up this office does not warrant the
appointment.

3. Synod by appointing annually a Special Advisory Budget Com-
mittee has materially assisted the Advisory Budget Commitiee on budget
matters. — Adoptea'

ITI. CausEs REcOMMENDED (arranged alphabetically under the Classi-
fication in I-B above)

A. Recommended for one or more offerings (Cla551ﬁed under De-
nominational causes I-B).
. Back to God Television program
Christian Seamen’s and Immigrants’ Home
. Korean Material Relief
. Korean Spiritual Relief
. Soldiers Fund (Home Mission Board)
. Sponsorship of Foreign Students. — Adopted
. Recommended for Support (Classified under Denominational
causes 1-C).
1. Christian Reformed Resettlement Service (only if requested)
. 2. Synodical Tract Committee
C. Benevolent Causes (Under I1-A Recommended Causes for Finan-
cial Support)
Bethany Christian Home
Bethesda Sanatorium
. Christian Sanatorium (Goffle Hill)
. Christian School Employees Relief Fund
Elim Christian Training School
Pine Rest Christian Association — Adopted

B OO N =
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D. Educational Causes (under II-B Recommended Causes for Finan-
cial Support)

1." Dordt College

2. National Union of Christian Schools—Education Foundation (text-
book)

3. National Union of Christian Schools-—General Fund
4. Reformed Bible Institute

5. Westminster Seminary — Adopted
" E. Evangelistic Causes

Faith, Prayer, and Tract League — Adopted

F. Other Causes {Classified under II-D Recommended Causes for
Financial Support)

1. American Bible Society (for U.S. churches only) :

2. British and Foreign Bible Society (Canadian churches only)
3. Calvinist Cadet Corps '

4. Christian Labor Association of U.S. (for U. S. churches only)

5. Christian Labor Association of Canada (for Canadian churches
only)

6. Lord’s Day Alliance in the U.S. (for U.S. churches only)
7. Lord’s Day Alliance in Canada (for Canadian churches only)
8. World Home Bible League

9. Young Calvinist Federation of North America (young men and
young women)

10. Young Calvinist Federation - Servicemen’s Fund) — Adopted

IV. INCORPORATION OF THE CHRISTIAN RrrorMED CHURCH IN MoN-
TREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA

A. Materials: Letter from Louis Freedman, Q.C., dated May 13, 1957;
and Overture No. 46

B. Recommendation: Synod instruct the Synodical Treasurer to pay
81,000 towards the incorporation of the Christian Reformed Church in
Montreal.

Ground: Decision of Synod. (See 1956 Acts, Article 112) — Adopted

V. Back To Gop Hour

A. Materials: -

1. Agenda Reports No. 27, 43. (See Supplements Nos. 27, 43)

- 2. Auditor’s report.

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt a quota of $7.25 per family for the
year 1958, ‘

Grounds:

1. This is recommended by the Special Advisory Budget Commxttee

2. This is the amount requested.

3. This is the quota needed to finance this .Committee’s approved
budget. — Adopted
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-VI. Ministers’ PENSION AND RELIEF FUND

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Reports Nos. 22, 43. (See Supplements No. 22, 43)

'2. Auditor’s Report. ‘

B. Recommendatzon Synod adopt a quota of $5.00 per famlly for the
year 1958.

Grounds:

1. This is the réecommendation of the Special Advisory Budget Com-
mittee.

2. This is the amount requested in view of the small reserve.
3. This is the minimum that should be appropriated. — Adopted

VII. SyNobpicAL EXPENSE
A. Materials: "
1. Synodical Treasurer’s Report. (See Supplement No. 45)

. 2. Special -Advisory Budget Committee Report No. 43. (See Supple-
" ment No. 43)

B. Recommendation: Synod -adopt a quota of 35¢ per family for the

- year 1958.

Ground: This amount is considered sufficient in view of the balance
" on hand and the foreseeable needs. — Adopted -

VIII. Carvin CoLLEGE AND SEMINARY. (See Supplements Nos. 30, 30A,
30B, 43)
A. Materials: Agenda Reports Nos. 30, 30A, 30B, 43; Audltors report
. B. Recommendations:
- 1. Synod approve the proposed budget as submitted. — Adopted

2. Synod approve the schedule of tuition rates, This is the schedule
previously approved by the Synod of 1956 for the current year.
— Adopted
3. Synod approve the pay increases granted faculty and non-faculty
personnel. — Adopted

4. Synod adopt a quota of $12.50 per family for the year 1958 for
operations.
Grounds:

a. This is the recommendation of the Special Advlsory Budget Com-
mittee.

b. This is the quota requested.
¢. This amount is needed to finance the approved budget.

— Adopted
5. Synod do not approve the request for a quota of $1.50 per family
for capital needs.

Grounds:

T "2, This is a duphcatlon of Synod action: “That Synod authorize the
Board of Trustees to contact all our consistories through the Develop-
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ment Secretary with a view to encouraging continued systematic giving
for Calvin’s capital expenditure needs.”

b. This makes for a dual budget system.

c. The $1.50 quota places an upper limit to this fund and the new
system gives opportunity to the Development Secretary to use all the
ingenuity at his disposal to obtain funds. — Rejected

Synod decides to retain the $1.50 quota for capital needs.

IX. CanapiaN InoicraTION Funp (See Supplement No. 29)

The motion to adopt the recommendation that Synod discontinue this
fund as a quota supported cause (cf. Arts. 120) is rejected.

Synod decides to set a quota of $1.00 per family for this cause.
X. PUBLISHING OF QUOTAS
Synod decides that a list of the quota causes and a bnef explanation

+ of each be published in the church periodicals by the Stated Clerk in

conjunction with the Special Synodical Advisory Budget Committee.
XI. PAYMENT oF QuoTas FOR CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY DURING
1956

A. The following Classes paid their quotas in full: Chicago North,
Chicago South, Grand Rapids Fast, Grand Rapids South, Grand Rapids
West, Kalamazoo, Ostfriesland, and Zeeland.

B. The following Classes reported that their quotas were not paid in

full: Alberta South, Cadillac, Chatham, Eastern Ontario, Hackensack,
~ Hamilion, Minnesota North, Minnesota South, Orange -City, Pacific,

Rocky Mountam and Wisconsin.

C. The following Classes did not..comply with the requirement of
Synod to submit a report to the Stated Clerk of Synod: Alberta North,
California, Holland, Hudson, Muskegon, Pella, Sioux Center.

D. Inasmuch as Classis Toronto was organized late in 1956, they re-
ported that obviously they could not render a complete report, but that
payment of quotas from their churches was made to Classes Eastern
Ontario and Hamilton. — Received as information.

XTI. FoeELiTy BonDs

A. Requirement:

1. Those having in trust the funds of the denomination shall be
bonded (Acts 1947, p. 30; Acts 1948, pp. 68, 69).

-2. According to the Acts of Synod of 1953, Article 158, IV, A5,
which states that auditors, auditing the books and financial records of
these organizations be required to examine the treasurer’s fidelity’ bond
each year, and include a statement of their examination in their audit
report.

B. Observations: The auditor’s certificate or other evidences relative
to fidelity bonds was not furnished in the following cases:

1. Back to God Hour

2. Synodical Treasurer -

3. Canadian Immigration
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C. Recommendation: That the above requirement be strictly adhered
‘to and that the Stated Clerk be instructed to notify the treasurers of
denominational funds relative to this matter. — Approved

XIII. CorrEcT CorRPORATE NAMES FOR UsSE IN MaKING WILLS
A. Material: Letter from Attorney Ben G. Ottenhoff relative to this
matter.

B. Recommendation: Synod instruct the Stated Clerk to publish a list
. of proper and correct corporate names of all our denominational causes
and agencies in The Yearbook, The Banner, and De Wachter.

Grounds: .

1. This may stimulate bequests to denominational causes.

2. This will save considerable time for attorneys in proving wills.
3. This will avoid confusion as to the cause meant in the bequest.

— Approved

XIV. SpoNsorsuIpr oF ForeeN STupenTs (See Supplement No. 32)

- A. Request: That the maximum scholarship award be raised from
$750 per annum to $1,250 per annum.

B. Materials: Letter from Committee dated 6/13/57.
C. Recommendation: Synod accede to this request. — Approved

XV. ComMITTEE ON EDUCATION

A. Request: $500 to meet expenses to continue work.

B. Material: Agenda Report No. 34. (See Supplement No. 34)

C. Recommendation: Synod accede to this request, and to be paid
" from the Synodical Expense Account. — 4 pproved

XVI. REMUNERATION oF SyNopicaL OFFICERS

A. First Clerk of Synod.. ..o $100.00
B. Second Clerk of Synod......coooioeoeeiies $ 50.00
C. Transportation Secretary .........ooooeoieeeceeeceee. $ 50.00
D. Dr. E. Y. Monsma......ooooooiieeeeeeeeeeeee. $100.00
E. Synodical Treasurer ..., $500.00
— Approved

XVI. SeeciaL Apvisory Bupcer COMMITTEE

Recommendation: The Synod thank the members of the Special Ad-
visory Budget Committee, nl., Messrs. W. H. Boer, G. Buter, Frank Diele-
- man, and Henry Hoekstra, for the labors in our behalf.

XVIII. CeENTENNIAL ExecuTive CoMMITTEE REQUEST (Supplement No.
21-A}

The Centennial Executive Committee requests that Synod authorize
the Centennial Memorial Development Committee to confront the in-
dividual families of our church with the facts and figures of the Cen-
tennial Thankoffering and during this centennial year to solicit additional
" contributions, based on a realistic estimate of the cost of a Seminary
Building adequate to meet current needs. — Synod so decides.
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ARTICLE 136

The motion to adopt the recommendation of the Long Range Planning
Advisory Committee that Synod authorize the Board of Trustees to use
the $1.50 in future quotas to help meet the “‘reserve” requirements in-
cidental to government loans and temporary financing. (cf. Art. 119,
X1, B. 1) — Adopted

ARTICLE 137

Synod' casts its: ballot for members of various Synodical Committees,
Boards, etc., as follows:

1. Chaplain Committee: a. Rev. D. J. Hoitenga or Rev, P. Zylstra; b, Dr, M.
Beukema or Dr. W. Vander Ploeg; ¢. Rev. Harold Dekker or Rev. S. Vroon.
Rev. D. ], Hoitenga, Dr. W. Vander Ploeg, and Rev. H. Dekker are elected,

2. Board of Young Calvinist Federation of America: a. Rev. L, Dykstra or Rev,
M. Goote; b. Mrs, D. L. Van Halsema or Mrs. R. Tiemersma. Rev. L, Dykstra
and Mrs. Van Halsema are elected. Rev. M. Goote and Mrs. Tiemersma will
serve as alternates.

3. Sunday School Commitiee: a. Rev. G. Rozenboom or Rev. C. Boomsma;
b. Dr. J. De Beer or Mr. C. Van Zwoll. Rev. G. Rozenboom and Dr, De Beer
are elected.

4. Publication Committee: a. Rev, N. L. Veltman or Rev. G. Rozenboom; b.
Mr. C. Van Valkenburg or Mr. J. Vander Honing; c¢. Mr. G, Buist or Mr. A,
Hoogewind, Rev. N. L. Veltman, Mr. C. Van Valkenburg, and Mr. G, Buist
are elected.

5. Synodical Tract Committee: a. Mr. H. Hocekstra or Mr. E. Postma; b. Rev.
H. Teitsma or Rev. A. Zylstra; c. Rev. J. Rickers or Rev. H. Guikema. Mr. H
Hockstra, Rev. H. Teitsma, and Rev. J. Rickers are elected.

6. Board of Trustées of Calvin College and Seminary: a. Central District:
regular delegate, Mr. G. Tinholt or Mr, L. Heeres; b. Central District: alternate
delegate, Mr. J. Jonker or Mr. Raymond Holwerda; ¢, Far West: regular delegate,
Dr. J. Hoekzema or Mr. M. Van Vuren; d. Far West: alternate delegate, Mr.
H. Te Velde or Mr. H. Long. Mr. G. Tinholt, Mr. R. Holwerda, Dr. J. Hoekzema,
and Mr, H. Te Velde are elected.

7. Back to God Hour Committee: a. Mr. A. Van Noord or Mr. J. Zoeteway;
b. Mr. R. Ver Meer or Mr. A. Geurkink; c. Rev. J. Geels or Rev, W. Reinsma;
d. Rev. O. Buus or Rev. M. Ouwinga. Mr. A. Van Noord, Mr. R. Vermeer, Rev.
J. Geels, and Rev. O, Buus are elected.

8. General Committee for Home Missions: a. Regular delegate, Mr. J. Boeve
or Mr. H. Scott; b. Alternate delegate, Dr. E. Kuizema or Mr. J. Niemeyer. Mr.
J. Boeve and Dr. E. Kuizema are elected, '

(See also Article 166)

ARTICLE 138 _
Synod recesses, and Rev. Henry J. Evenhouse offers closing prayer.

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 24
Twentieth Session :
ARTICLE" 139

Rev. H. Roelofs asks Synod to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 51, stanzas
1, 2, 4, and 5 and leads in prayer.
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. ARTICLE 140 ,
The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters (cf. Arts. 64, 72,
134), continues its report, Rev. E. H. Qostendorp, reporting; and presents
the following:

I. REprorRT oF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR HOME MIssIONs

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 8. (See Supplement No. 8)

B. Recommendations: . ,

1. Evangelism and Church.Extension: (See Supplement No. 8)

a. Synod authorize the Committee to open 10 new fields in 1958, if
and when exploratory surveys warrant, and if the money is available.

— Adopted

" b. Synod authorize the General Committee to spend $50,000 to pur-
chase building sites for future mission fields. — Adopted

c. Chinese mission work in New York. (See Supplement No. 8-A)
Synod continue the work among the Chinese in New York City and make
it permanent.

Ground: The great promise of the work as indicated in the report of
Mr. P. Szto. — Adopted

d. Nathanael Institute Building. (See Supplement No. 8) In this con-
nection your Advisory Committee also considered a letter informing the
Executive Committee of the decision of Classis Chicago North concern-
ing proposed evangelization work among the negroes in the Lawndale
District of Chicago. In the light of the facts stated by the Committee and
the decision of ClassisChicago North we recommend:

Synod instructs the General Home Missions Committee to seriously
consider use of the Nathanael Institute Building for the work of evangeli-
zation among the negroes of the Lawndale district, as recommended by

- Classis Chicago North, -and if it be found unsuitable for this purpose

\

authorizes the Committee to sell the property. — Adopted
2. Dispersed and Non-resident Members. (See Supplement No. 8)

-Synod calls the attention of the consistories to the desirability of sending

in names of dispersed and non-resident members to the Home M1551ons
office as promptly as possible. — Adopted -

3. Youth in Military Service. The Committee calls attention to the
need of remembering this work in our prayers and by our prompt and

.efficient cooperation. Synod urges the consistories to aid the Home Mis-

sions Committee in this important work by making use of the services
it offers to our servicemen. — Adopted

4. Fund for Needy Churches. (See Supplement No. 8)

a. Synod set the minimum salary for both the United States and
Canada for ministers of churches receiving aid from the Fund for Needy

. Churches at $3,800. — Adopted

b. Synod decide that mileage on the field be granted subsidized
churches for payment to their pastors over and above the first 5,000

“miles on the field according to the following schedule:

(1) In the U.S. the maximum mlleage for which payment is granted
is set at 3,500 miles, at 6¢ per mile. .



o T ST TS TN R

Y

N S aa e E

f{
£
X
:
?. .
f
!
E,
by
v.\I

—,E.-‘.p.«\,».‘,»\-=z-<\-,—<§m—r\1\';‘,ﬁ-mw—hv.\«,w\;~;ﬂz‘~”‘?‘\/"*"~)~g‘"’"""f~'

SRS

Acrts oF Synop, 1957 77

(2) In Ontario (Canada) the maximum mileage for which payment

" is granted is set at 5,000 miles, at 6¢ per mile.

(3) In the Western Provinces (Canada) the maximum mileage for

which payment is granted be set at 6,500 miles, at 7c per mile.
— Adopted

c. Synod decide that a children’s allowance of $200 per child, in excess
of the salary paid, be granted for 1958. — Adopted

- d. Synod decide that the minimum per family contribution toward the
minister’s salary of families of subsidized churches for 1958 be set at $65°
in the United States and $50 in Canada. — Adopted

5. Owerture of Classis Chatham re Minimum salary.

A. Material: Overture No. 43 :

B. Recommendation: Synod adopt this overture and amend the rule
accordingly, — Adopted

6. Jewish Evangelism.. (See Supplement No. 8)

a. Information: These two reports were submitted to the General
Committee for Home Missions in connection with a study of the problem
of Parish Jewish Evangelism and in accordance with the directive of

- Synod 1956 to prepare a report on Jewish Missions policy and method.

There is 2 measure of overlapping here, and the General Home Missions
Committee has not coordinated them. The problem calling for these
reports was occastoned by the transfer of this work to the Home Missions
Committee from separate committees for Jewish missions, and the drop-
ping of the institutional work, e.g. at Nathanael Institute.

b. Recommendation: Synod refer these reports and ‘the decisions of
the General Committee relative to them back to the General Committee

for reconsideration and reformulation, and presentation to the Synod of
1958.

Grounds:

1. The matter is a very important one since it involves the determi-
nation of our policy in doing mission work among the Jews in the future,
and Synod should not be hasty in adopting such a policy.

2. This will allow the Committee to integrate and combine the de-
cisions adopted In connection with these reports and give Synod a clear
and unified statement of policy for Synod in doing Jewish Mission Work.

— Adopted

7. Branch Churches. (See Supplement No. 8)

In connection with this matter the Advisory Committee also received
and considered a letter from the Rev. William Heynen, Anchorage,
Alaska, expressing his views on this matter,

8. Classis Hackensack Overtures No. 9, 10, and 11.

a. Ouverture No. 11: Classis Hackensack asks Synod to carefully re- -
examine policy and practice with reference to the opening of new fields
and the purchase of property and the building of church structures in
connection with them. In connection with this part of a letter from
missionary Rev. Wm. Heynen. of Alaska was also 00n51dered by the Ad-

visory Committee.
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Recommendations:

(1) Synod accept as information the General Home Missions Com-
mittee’s reply to this overture. (See Supplement No. 8, G, I, A-B)

(2) Synod reject the overture of C1a551s Hackensack.

Grounds:

(2) There are such clear directives as requested by Classis, namely the
materials mentioned by the Committee. {See Supplement No. 8)

(b) The grounds adduced as instances of inadequate policy do not
demand such a reexamination of the policy and practice of the Com-
mittee. — Adopted

(3) Synod accede to the request of the Committee “that if and when
the present and established policy and practice of the committee is
questioned, it should be done in recognition of the documents mentioned
inB, 1, 2,3.” — Adopted

b. Overture No. 9: In this overture Classis requests three specific de-
cisions regarding the offices of Secretary of Home Missions and Mission-
ary-at-Large. In this connection the Advisory Commiittee also read por-
tions of the letter of the Rev. Wm. Heynen.

Recommendations:

(1) Synod withhold action on requests 1 and 2 of the overture at this
time.

Ground: Your Advisory Committee suggests that these matters be taken
under consideration by the study proposed by our next recommendation.

— Adopted

(2) Synod instruct the General Committee for Home Missions to study
the place and function of the Missionary-at-Large and the Secretary of
Home Missions in our Home Mlssmns effort.

Grounds
. (a) The greatly enlarged and still expanding character of our Home

Missions effort.

(b) The change in personnel affords an appropriate. occasion for such
a study (reference is to the recent election of 2 new M-a-L and the emeri-
tation of the present Secretary) . — Adopted

(3) Synod instruct the General Committee for Home Missions not to
make any permanent appointments to the offices mentioned in overture
No. 9 until the place and function of these men has been defined and
approved by Synod 1958. — Adopted

c. Overture 10: Aid to local churches for doing evangelization work.

Classis asks Synod to rescind the provision of the Home Mission Order,
5b of the Rules bearing on aid to local churches in carrying on evangeli-
zation projects which they cannot support entirely themselves. (Con-
cretely, this refers to the grants recommended by the General Home Mis-
sions Cornmittee under H. Special Grants, Agenda, and Report 8A.
There are five such grants, totalling $9,600.) (See Supplements 8, 8-A)

Recommendation: Synod reject this overture.

Grounds:

(a) In reply to ground 1 of the overture, the fact that a provision may
be subject to abuse does not make it unwise. There are safeguards that
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assure that the expenditures will not be unwarranted and unnecessary,
and Synod is the ultimate judge.

(b) As a general rule the provisions 4b and 5a would of course apply,
but in exceptional cases evangelization projects may more profitably be
performed by a local congregation. In concrete cases this has resulted
in greatly stimulating local giving and interest (e.g. Cleveland East).
Provision should be made for such cases so as to stimulate local initiative
and interest.

(c¢) This rule does not make it possible to by-pass other agencies since
it provides for consultation with Classis before aid can be granted.

(d) This rule, if not absolutely necessary, is nevertheless very desirable.
It saves time and difficulty for consistories, classes, and Synod in that it
sets up procedure to dispose of such urgent cases as Classis Hackensack
itself mentions in ground 4. — Adopted

9. Special Grants. (See Supplements No, 8, 8-A)
Recommendations:

(1) Hamilton, Ontario. Classis Hamilton has endorsed the request
of Hamilton for $2,000 aid for 1958 to carry on its local evangelization
project. This is recommended by the General Committee. Synod approve
this grant. — Adopted

(2) Racine, Wisconsin. The Home Missions Committee of Classis
Wisconsin has endorsed the request of Racine for $2,000 for 1958 to carry
on its local evangelization project. The General Committee so recom-
mends. Synod approve this grant. — Adopted

(3) Cleveland East Side, Ohio. Classis Kalamazoo has again en-
dorsed the request of Cleveland East for $4,300 aid for 1958 for payment
of the associate pastor for evangelism. This is recommended by the
General Committee. Synod approve this grant. — Adopted

(4) Battle Creek, Michigan, has again been endorsed by Classis Kala-
mazoo in its request for $300 aid for 1958 to carry on local evangelization.
This is recommended by the General Committee. Synod approve this
grant, — Adopted

(5) Rochester, New York, has been endorsed by Classis Hudson in
its request for $1,000 aid for 1958 to carry on its local evangelization
work. This is recommended by the General Committee. Synod approve
this grant. — Adopted

10. Appointment of “full-time Treasurer”” (See Supplements No. 8,
44) ‘

Mr. Walter Hofstra resigned as Treasurer for Home Missions, effective
December 31, 1956, Since that date Mr. C. Van Malsen has been per-
forming this function on a full-time basis in connection with other duties
in the office. The Committee requests that a full-time treasurer be ap-
pointed at this time.

Recommendations:

1. Synod withhold action on the request, that Synod approve the
appointment of .a full-time treasurer. — Adopted ‘
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2. Synod refer the specific assignment of duties, the title, and place
and function of a so-called “full-time Treasurer” in relation to the
-Secretary and the Missionary-at-Large in the entire Home Missions effort
to the General Committee for Home Missions for study and incorporation
in the Home Missions Order, subject to approval by the Synod of 1958.

Ground: From the additional assighments mentioned by the Committee
it would appear that the work to be assigned would be of wider scope
than that of a treasurer. Such a study would fit in with that requested
under 8, b, (2) above. — Adopted
3. Synod authorize the General Home Missions Committee (Executive
~ Committee) to continue the employment of Mr. C. Van Malsen in his
present duties for one year at the suggested salary of $5,000.

Ground: Since the resignation of Mr. Hofstra there is need for an-
other treasurer. Due to the expansion of the work of Home Missions this
is a full-time task. Mr. C. Van Malsen is qualified by training and ex-
perience to do this work in a competent way. — Ado pted

11. Cuurce HELp COMMITTEE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 23. (See Supplement No. 23)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod authorize the Committee to increase the maximum of the
regular 20-year loans to the churches in the United States from $10,000
to $15,000 as in Canada.

Ground: The increasing cost of building makes larger loans necessary
as is indicated in overtures to Synod in 1956. : -

2. Synod authorize the Committee to grant “short-term” loans to needy
churches which find theémselves at the moment severely pressed financially.
(The maximum length of time on such notes to be five years)

" Ground: This matter has been studied by the Cornmittee upon recom-
mendation of Synod of 1956 and is a response’ to expressed needs of our
churches,

3. Synod instruct the Church Help Committee to set a limit of $20,000
for the over-all total of loans to any church.

Ground: Such a limit is needed for the guidance of the Committee and
to assure equality of distribution of funds.

4. Synod retain the present policy of granting the churches in Canada
a grace period of five years before repayment of loans is due,

Ground: The original reason for such a concession to immigrant
churches in Canada still holds good, and a grace period of only two years
would not give sufficient relief. — Adopted

III. SecrETARY OF THE GENERAL CoMMITTEE For HoME Misstons
A, Material: Agenda Report. (See Supplement No. 8)
" B. Recommendations:

1. Synod takes cognizance of the expected emeritation of the present
Secretary, Rev. H. Blystra, effective September 30, 1957, and expresses
its appreciation for his faithful services rendered since 1947, :

. 2. Synod approve the retaining of the services of Rev. H. Blystra as
Secretary of Home Missions until Synod of 1958.
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Ground: The matter of appointing a Secretary and his position in our
set-up is under study. (See above under Overture No. 9) — Adopted

(Home Mission Matters continued in Article 170)

ARTICLE 141
The Advisory Committee Church Order (cf. Arts. 66, 71, 100), Rev.
O. Breen, reporting, present: ‘

I. REPORTS oF SyNopicAL EXAMINERS

A. Material: Reports of Synodical Examiners

1. The Examination of Candidates

The following Synodical Examiners attended the classical examinations
of the following candidates and unanimously approved their admittance
to the ministry of the Word and sacraments:

Cand. Harvey Smit (Ostfriesland). Examiners: Rev. J. Olthoff (Pella), Rev.
J. Masselink (Orange Gity), Rev. H. G. Van Deelen (Sioux Center).

Cand. Robert W. De Vries, Edson T. Lewis, Jr., F. John MacLeod (Hacken-
sack). Examiners: Rev., N, J. Monsma (Hudson), Rev. H. Moes (Eastern
Ontario), Rev. C. Spoelhof (Hamilton).

Cand. James Bultman and Robert Tjapkes (Ostfriesland). Examiners: Rev. J.
Masselink (Orange City), Rev. J. Vanden Hoek (Minnesota South), Dr. P. Y.
De Jong (Pella). '

" Cand. Thomas L. Smith (Minnesota South). Examiners: Rev. S. P. Miersma
(Ostfriesland), Rev. 8. Viss, Jr. (Minnesota North), Rev. C. Huissen (Sioux
Center). .

Cand. Hugh Koops (Chicago South). Examiners: Rev. C. Greenfield (Kala-
mazoo), Rev. J. De Haan (Wisconsin), Rev. R. L. Veenstra (Chicago North).

Cand. John Vriend (Bastern Ontario). Examiners: Rev. W. Hekman (Chatham),
Rev. J. Beebe (Holland), Rev. A. Persenaire (Hamilton).

. Cand. John T. Ebbers (Muskegon). Examiners: Dr. R, J. Danhof (Grand
Rapids East), Dr. J. T. Hoogstra -(Holland), Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel (Grand
Rapids West). :

Cand, Theodore L. Brouwer, John Leugs, Calvin Nieuwenhuis (Orange Gity).

Examiners: Rev. C. Huissen (Sioux Center), Rev. J. Vanden Hoek (Minnesota

‘South), Rev. S. P. Miersma (Ostfriesland).

Cand. George Spee (Holland). Examiners: Dr. J. H. Bruinooge (Zeeland),
Rev. A. A. Koning (Grand Rapids West), Rev. C. Greenfield (Kalamazoo),

Cand. Marvin Doornbos (Pella). Examiners: Rev. S. Kramer (Chicago South),
Rev. R. Frens (Chicago North), Rev. E. H. Oostendorp (Ostfriesland).

Cand. Clarence Van Essen (Pella). Examiners: Dr. J. Masselink ,Orange City),
Rev. S. P. Miersma (Ostfriesland), Rev. C. Huissen (Sioux Center).

Cand. John G. Van Ryn (California). Examiners: Rev. J. Hanenburg (Alberta),
Rev. J. Griffioen (Pacific), Rev. H. Erffmeyer (Rocky Mountain),

Cand. John Wallace Postman (Pacific). Examiners: Rev. J. Hanenburg (Al-
berta), Rev. J. Putt (California), Rev. J. Massclink (Orange City).

Cand. Benjamin J. Boerkoel (Alberta). Examiners: Rev. Simon Viss, Jr.
(Minnesota North), Rev. J. Griffioen (Pacific), Rev. H. N. Erffmeyer (Rocky
Mountain).

Cand. Sidney Cooper and Jacob Quartel (Chatham). Examiners: Rev. C.
Boomsma (Grand Rapids East), Rev. Persenaire (Hamilton), Dr. W. Rutgers
(Grand Rapids South). . 8
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Cand. John Van Dyk (Hamilton). Examiners: Rev. H. Moes (Eastern Ontario),
Rev. W. Hekman (Chatham), Dr. W, Rutgers (Grand Rapids South).

Cand. Milton Doornbos and Henry A. De Rooy (Sioux Center)., Examiners:
Dr. J. Masselink (Orange City), Rev. J. Vanden Hoek (Minnesota South), Rev.
C. R. Veenstra, Pella.

2. Recommendation: That Synod approve of their work. — Adopted

B. Placement of Names of Ministers of Other Denominations on Nomi-
nations.

1. The following name was placed on a nomination with the approval
of the Synodical Examiners:

Rev. Wesley Smedes (Sioux Center). Examiners: Rev. J. Vanden Hoek (Minne-
sota South), Rev. S. P, Miersma (Ostfriesland), Rev. J. L. Bult (Minnesota
North).

- Note: Three Synodical Examiners report that they did not approve

the placement of the name of a minister from another denomination on
a trio because the congregation had called only two ministers of the
Christian Reformed Church,

Recommendation: That Synod approve of their work. — Approved
C. “Colloquium Doctum® Examinations

1. The following Synodical Examiners attended the Classical “Col-
loquium Doctum” examinations of ministers from other denominations
who had accepted calls to one of our churches. In all cases the Examiners
recommended that the Classes admit these brethren to the Ministry of
the Word and sacraments in the Christian Reformed Church.

Rev. Wesley Smedes of Presbyterian USA (Sioux Center). Examiners: Dr, J.
Masselink (Orange City), Rev. J. Vanden Hoek (Minnesota South), Rev. C.
R, Veenstra (Pella). ] ’

Rev. J. C. Derksen of De Gereformeerde Kerken (Hamilton). Examiners:
Rev. H. Moes (Eastern Ontario), Rev. W. Hekman (Chatham), Rev. J. Vander
Meer (Toronto).

Rev. R. W. Popma of De Gereformeerde Kerken (Pacific). Examiners: Rev.
G. Van Laar (Alberta North), Dr. J. Putt (California), Rev. P. J. Hoekstra
(Alberta South).

Rev, W. Vander Kolk of De Gereformeerde Kerken (Chatham). Examiners:
Rev. C. Boomsma (Grand Rapids East), Rev. A. Persenaire (Hamilton), Dr. W,
H. Rutgers (Grand Rapids ‘South).

2. Recommendation: That Synod approve of their work. — Approved

ARTICLE 142

1. EMERITATION OF MINISTERS

Synod approve the honorable emeritation of the following ministers:

1. Dr. Calvin G. Hayenga, by Classis Muskegon. Ground: Age, length of
service, :

2. Rev. Gerrit Hoeksema, by Classis Chicago South. Ground: Age, length
~of service.

3. Rev. Albert J. Smit, by Classis Hackensack. Ground: Age, health. Effcctlvc
October 1,1957.

4. Rev. Jacob Paauw, by Classis Sioux Center. Ground: Health, lcngth of
service, Effective September 1957.
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5. Rev. Herman Bel, by Classis Grand Rapids South. Ground: Age, illness. -
Effective January 1, 1957, .

6. Rev. John M. Vande Kieft, by Classis Grand Rapids East. Ground: Years '
of service, age, present work too arduous. Effective October 1, 1956.

7. Rev. John Vanden Hoek, by Classis Minnesota South. Ground: Age, length
of service. ’

8. Rev. Peter A. Spoelstra, by Classis Pacific. Ground: Permissible retircment
age.
9. Rev. Henry Baker, Classis Holland. Ground: Retirement age.

10. Rev. John Beebe, by Classis Holland. Ground: Years of service and re-
tirement age.

11. Rev. Harry Blystra, by Classis Holland, Ground: Years of service and
retirement age. :

‘12, Rev. N. Jansen by Classis Wisconsin. Ground: Years of service and
retirement age.

— Adopted
IT. BraDENTON CHAPEL

A. Materials: ,

1. Letter from Mr. John Medema in which he objects to the practice
of Christian Reformed ministers preaching in the Bradenton Chapel while
there is an organized church of our denomination in the same city.

2. Letter from the Christian Reformed Church of Bradenton, Florida,
stating that “inasmuch as we do not know the contents of this letter and
do not know the date this was written, the Consistory feels that we should
go on record as being not for nor against this letter.”

B. Recommendation: Synod advise Mr. John Medema to confer with
the Bradenton Consistory about_the matter in question. — Adopted

I11I. ProTESTANT REFORMED CHURCHES (Rev. H. Hoeksema group)

A. Material: A letter responding to our invitation to send a representa-
tive to our 1957 Synod in connection with the Centennial celebration.
The invitation is declined, but we are asked to seek official contact to
rehearse the history of 1924-25.

B. Recommendations:

1. Our invitation asking them to share in our Centennial implies our
fraternal spirit toward the Protestant Reformed Churches.

2. The tone and contents of the letter are not such as give promise of
fruitful discussion. — Adopied

IV. ProTESTANT REFORMED CHURCHES (Rev. H. De Wolf group)

A. Material: See Communication No. 1.

B. Summary: This letter reveals a spirit of brotherhood. The Synod
comes with the specific request that we consider the appointment of a
broad committee whose duty it shall be to meet with a like committee
(four ministers and three elders) to discuss freely the differences and
similarities which are found to exist between our churches and to report
back to their respective churches.

C. Recommendations:

1. Synod appoint a like committee as requested. — Approved
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2. The officers of Synod transmit this decision by letter to the Synod
of the Protestant Reformed Churches. — Approved

3. The selection of committee members be referred to the Cormnmittee
on Appointments. (See Article 178) — Approved

V. StATUS OF ORDAINED MISSIONARIES IN ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES

A. Material: Overture No. 33

B. Explanation: The Synod of 1956 rules—reversing a decision of. the
Synod of 1930—that Home Missionaries may not be delegated to Classis
as regular delegates from a church in addition to'its two regular delegates
provided for in Art. 41 of the Church Order. The request for clarification
from Classis Rocky Mountain, so the delegates from this Classis infarm
- the Committee, stands related to this decision of 1956. Classis Rocky
Mountain is uncertain whether thé ruling of the Synod of 1956 would
prohibit an organized church from delegating to Classis 2 Home Mission-
ary who labors in its midst as minister and pastor, although he is officially
the missionary of another congregation.

C. Recommendation: In answer to the request of Classis Rocky Moun-
tain for clarification, your Committee advises Synod to declare that when
a Home Missionary labors in an organized church—although officially
not connected with this congregation, but with the church that called
and commissioned him—he may, with the approval of his calling church
and at the request of the church in whose midst he labors, represent said
church at major ecclesiastical assemblies. — Adopted

VI. Bartism FORMULARY
"~ A. Material: Overture No. 27.
B. Recommendations:

1. Synod accede to the Overture of Classis Alberta North with the
three grounds. — Adopted

2. Synod instruct the Publication Committee to include this change
in the next edition of the Psalter Hymnal. — Adopted

(Church Order Maiters continued in Art. 147)

ARTICLE 143
Synod adjourns, and Emeritus President R. B. Kuiper offers the closing
prayer.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 25, 1957
Twenty-first Session

’ ARTICLE 144
Synod is called to order, and Rev. D. Drost conducts the devotions.
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 21:1-3. Rev. Drost reads James 3 and
petitions God on behalf of Synod.

ARTICLE 145
Roll call reveals that Rev. C. Schemper is absent and that Rev. F. M.
Huizenga replaces him. The following are absent: Elder S. Van Til,
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Dr. H. Felderhof, Elder H. Schreuder, Elder J. C. Dekker, and Elder
J. Olthuis: :

ARTICLE 146
The minutes of the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth sessions are
read and adopted.
ARTICLE 147

The Advisory Committee on Church Order Matters (cf. Arts, 66, 71
100, 141, 142), Rev. O. Breen, reporting:

I. FiNaLITY OF SyNobicaL DECISIONS

A. Material: Overture No. 28.

B. Récommendation: Synod refer this overture to the Church Order
Revision Committee for its consideration and advice.

Grounds:

1. The problem presented merits consideration.

2. This subject falls within the scope of the Church Order Revision

" Committee’s task.

Synod declares that such a procedure would be contrary to our Church

~Order and usage. — Adopted

TI. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS

A. Maierial: A letter from the NAE extending congratulations upon
the occasion of our Centennial Synod and making a suggestion and an
inquiry:

1. Perhaps this is an opportune time for you to reconsider the matter
of affiliation with the National Association of Evangelicals.

2. Is it possible for our Synod to take some action approving the
support of NAE by the individual churches of your denomination if they
so desire?

B. Recommendation: That Synod refer this letter from the NAE to
the Synodical Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Corre-
spondence. — Adopted

III. REPORTS OF SYNODICAL EXAMINERS

A. Material: Letters from Examiners

B. Recommendations:

1, Synod approve the work of its Synodical Examiners in advising
Classis California to grant the request of Rev. Bernard Ibershof that the
active pastoral relation between himself and the congregation of Arcadia,
California, be severed. (Rev. ]. Griffioen, Pacific; Dr. P. Y. De Jong,
Pella; Rev. C. Huissen, Sioux Center). — Approved

2. Synod approve the work of its Synodical Examiners in advising
Classis Minnesota North to grant the request of the consistory of Emo,
Ontario, for separation from its pastor, Rev. John E. Brink. (Rev. S.
Kramer, Chicago South; Rev. H. C. Van Deelen, Sioux Genter Rev.
R. L. Veenstra, Chicago North) — Approved

(Church Order Matters continued in Art, 149.)
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ARTICLE 148

The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Mission Matters (cf.
Arts. 39, 93, 106), Rev. Vanden Hoek, reporting: Appeal Re Business
Manager on Indian Field.

A. Materials: )

1. Appeal dated March 13, 1957, sighed by 13 members of Mission
staff.

2. Letter dated May 7, 1957, to Board of Missions by two members
of General Conference.

3. Letter dated June 3, 1957, in which two of the original ape]lants
as members of General Conference withdrew their names.

4. Cornmunications May 7, 1957, and June 3, 1957, in which six ap-
pellants request removal of their names.

5. Letter dated May 13, 1957, in which authors of letter dated June 3,
resubmit their appeal.
. B. Recommendation: That Synod inform the appellants it sees no
reason to ask the Board to reconsider the matter of the reappointment of
the Business Manager on the Indian Field.

Grounds:

1. The Board acted within its province.

2. This action was taken for sufficient reason. — Adopted

(Indlan and Foreign Mission Matters continued in Art. 156)

ARTICLE 149
Synod considers the report of the Advisory Committee on Church
Order Matters (cf. Arts. 66, 71, 100, 141, 142, 146, 147), Rev. O. Breen,
reporting:
‘Bengic CONFESSION REVISION
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 1. (See Supplement No. 1)
B. Recommendations:

1. Your Advisory Committee recommends that none of the suggested
revisions be made in the Confession at this time.

Grounds:

a. Possible minor inaccuracies not affecting at all the faith confessed
in the Creed may well be corrected at some future time when the Re-
formed Churches holding the Belgic Confession write a new redaction of
this Creed. (cf. Points 1, 2, 5, 6.)

“b. The term “baptism” should not be replaced by ‘‘regeneration.” The
reference in the Confession is a simple statement in opposition to the
Roman Catholic view of the removal of original sin. The Roman Catholic
"Church said that original sin is removed by baptism. The writer of the
Confession said that original sin was not removed by baptism. Though
it is possible that the present English translation of the sentence in which
‘baptism” occurs is not a wholly accurate rendering, the teaching is plain
and unobjectionable. (cf. Point 3)

¢. The phrase against which objection is made in the Overture to the
Synod of 1952 faithfully reflects, in the light of its context, the teaching
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of John Calvin as to the presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper. (cf.
Point 4)

2. In the light of the objection voiced against the statement concern-
ing Christ’s presence in the Lord’s Supper in Article XXXV, we re-
commend that Synod appoint a committee to study whether or not this
statement faithfully reflects the teaching of Scripture.

Dr. C. Boersma, secretary of Minority Report, and Rev. J. Weidenaar,
member of Majority Report, are accorded the privilege of the floor.

(Final decision on this matter recorded in Art. 160 upon reformulation.
of advice by the Advisory Committee). :

ARTICLE 150
Synod takes noon recess. Elder T. Hoekstra offers prayex

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 52
Twenty-second Session
ARTICLE 151

Synod reassembles. Rev. W. Buursma requests Synod to sing Psalter
Hymnal No. 164:1, 3, 6 and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 152
Rev. C. Schemper has returned as has also Dr. J. Bratt.

ARTICLE 153
Rev. C. Vander Woude speaks a brief word of farewell to which the

- President fittingly responds.

ARTICLE 154
The Advisory Committee Protests and Appeals, Rev. W. Reinsma,
reporting, presents:

Divorce AND REMARRIAGE

A. Majority Report of the Advisory Committee

1. Requests to rescind the 1956 decisions: .

a. -‘Materials: Overtures 1, 2, 38, letter of Mr. D. Kort, and letter of
Mr. J. Poortenga.

b. Analysis: These overtures request Synod to rescind the declaration
of 1956 re divorce and remarriage. The reasons presented for these
requests may be summarized as follows:

(1) The consistory of the First Church of Oskaloosa maintains upon
the basis of Article 31 of the Church Order that “whatever may be
agreed upon by majority vote shall be considered settled and binding,
unless it be proved to conflict with the Word of God.”

(2) Classis Grand Rapids South contends that Synod has failed to
furnish officially adopted Scriptural support for its 1956 decisions.

(3) Overture 38 contends that “no conclusive evidence is given by
any Study Committee of Synod that our old stand, the stand pnor to

" 1956, was not Scriptural.”
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(4} Mr. D. Kort believes that Synod acted hastily in view of the re-
quest of the committee for another year of study, and contends that a
remarriage after unbiblical divorce is unlawful.

(5) Mr. J. Poortenga, basing his argument on the analogy between
marriage and the Covenant, concludes that the remarriage of unbiblically
. divorced persons is an unlawful state which “is continued sin as long as
it exists.” , :

‘c. Recommendation:

(1) That Synod do not accede to these requests to “rescind” or reverse

the 1956 decisions-re divorce and remarriage.

‘Grounds:

(a) Synod was merely asked to judge whether substantial and con-
. clusive Scriptural evidence had been produced to support the then exist-
ing decisions and therefore Article 31 of the Church Order was not
directly applicable in 1956.

(b) Since Synod of 1956 Judged that substantial and conclusive evi-
dence for the former position had not been produced, it apparently
concluded that the marital problems in question fell under the general
Scriptural instructions regarding repentance and forgiveness, and deemed
it unnecessary to cite specific passages.

(¢) The lack of substantial and conclusive evidence in Synod’s judg-
ment removed all Scriptural foundations for the former position.

(d) There is no evidence that Synod acted with undue haste ; besides,
the Study Committee had already been appointed in 1952,

(e) No Scripture evidence is produced in the documents requesting
rescission to prove that remarriage after unbiblical divorce is unlawful.

(f) There is no difference of opinion as to the fact that the marriage
contracted by unrepentant unbiblically divorced and remarried persons
is sinful.

- (g) No evidence is offered to prove that the 1956 decisions are in con-

flict with Scripture. (cf. Art. 31 C.O.)

- (2) That Synod declare that this is its answer to Overtures 1, 2, 38,
letter of Mr. D. Kort, and the letter of Mr. ] Poortenga.

2. Reguests for Clarification:

a. Materials: Overtures 3 and 35.

b. Analysis: These overtures request clarification of and Scriptural sub-
stantiation for the 1956 decisions re divorce and remarriage.

c. Recommendation:

(1) That Synod do not accede to these requests.

Grounds: :

(a) Neither of these overtures contains an actual protest.

(b) There is no evidence in the overtures that the problems cited
could not be solved by the cousistories and Classes:

(2) That Synod direct the attention of Classis Sioux Center and
Orange City to the declaration. (Acts 1956 p. 118)

(3) That Synod declare this as its answer to Overtures 3 and 35.
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3. Request for new study commitiee:

a. Material: A communication from the Oak Glen Con51story ,

b. Analysis: The Oak Glen Consistory requests the appointment of 2
new committee to “study and evaluate the reports of both the divorce

. and remarriage committee and the marital problems committee.” Their

reasons for this request are:

(1) Synod failed to cite biblical evidence for the position “that parties
remarried after being divorced on the ground of their own adultery or
divorced on non-biblical grounds are not living in continuous adultery.”

. (2) Synod erred in not postponing action until 1957 as requested by
the divorce and remarriage committee because of Dr. J. H. Kromminga’s
last minute change of mind.

(3) The Oak Glen consistory believes that such a study “would
“achieve a greater measure of unanimity among our constituency.”

c. Recommendations:

1. That Synod do not accede to this request.

Grounds:

(a) The Oak Glen  consistory has not produced sufficient argument
for the appointment of 2 new committee.

(b) The Oak Glen consistory has not proved that the appoitment of
a new committee would produce greater unanimity.

(c) The appointment. of a new committee now would discourage
action at the consistory level where the problems should be first faced.

2. That Synod declare that this is an answer to the Oak Glen con-

" sistory.

B. Minority Report of the Advisory Committee

. 1. Materials:

Overtures 1, 2, 3, 35, 38.

Letters from Mr, Kort, Mr. Poortenga, and Mr. Fynaardt.
Recommendations:

That Synod- clarify the Church’s position taken by Synod in 1956
with respect to the following:

(1) Ts the remarriage of a party unbiblically divorced merely a sinful -
act or does it constitute a sinful relationship?

(2) If it constitutes a sinful relationship, just when and how can this
sinful relationship be terminated?

b. That Synod furnish Scriptural evidence, according to Art. 31,
Church Order, direct or inferential, to substantiate the answers to-the
above questions.

- Grounds:

(1) The present confusion in the minds of many of our people should
be removed.

(2) A more united and effective witness in our preaching and teach-
ing against the increasing evil of divorce and remarriage is desirable.

(signed) Elder J. Sturing
Elder J. Uitvlugt
Elder T. Hoekstra

Mo

P
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A motion is made that the recommendation of the Majority Report
under 1. c be adopted

" This motion is tabled so that the Minority Report recommendation
may be considered first.

It is moved that the recornmendation a. and b. of the Minority Report
be adopted.

Synod adopts the first part of the Minority Report recommendation
" 2. a, nl.: “That Synod clarify the Church’s position taken by the Synod
of 1956.”

Rev. J. W. Visser requests that his negative vote be recorded.

Synod rejects the second part of recommendation 2.a., nl.: “with-
© respect to the following (1) Is the remarriage, etc., and (2) If it con-
stitutes, etc.”

At this stage Synod decides to appoint a commitee of three who shall
prepare a recommendation for Synod as to further procedure in this
matter See Art. 158).

The President appoints Dr. John H. Bratt, Rev. John Stek and Rev.
L. Veltkamp.

(Appeals and Protests continued in Art. 159).

ARTICLE 155

The Advisory Committee on Church Order (cf. Arts. 66, 71, 100, 141,
142, 146, 147), Rev. O. Breen, reporting:

WomaN SUFFRAGE IN CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 19 (See Supplement No. 19)

B. Recommendation:

Synod declare that consistories which determine to invite women
members of the congregation to participate, with the right to vote, in
congregational meetings, do so without objection from the Synod.

‘A motion to approve this recommendation is tabled.

Synod decides that women may participate in congregational meetings
with the right to vote subject to the rules that govern the participation
of men. The question as to whether and when the women members of
any church shall be invited to participate in the activities of its congre-
‘gational meetings is left to the judgment of each consistory.

' ARTICLE 156

The Advisory Committee, Indian and Foreign Mission Maiters (cf.
Arts. 39, 93, 106, 148), Rev. W. Vander Haak, reporting:
I. Mission Orper REVISION )

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, Section II-B {See Supplement’
No. 16, Sec. II-B) , '

B. Recommendations:

1. Preamble — Synod adopt the Preamble as unchanged. — Adopted

2. Article I

a. Your committee recommends a slight change of wording as follows:
that Synod shall as far as possible, control all our mission work which
demands denominational co-operation.

“
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- Ground: This change will remove ambiguity with respect to Article
30 of the Church Order.

b. Synod adopt the revision of Article I as amended. — Adopted
3. Article 11
a. That the word “Foreign” be inserted in the designation “Board of

Missions” so that it read — there shall be an approved synodical Board
of Foreign Missions. — Adopted

Ground: This will allow for a techmcal uniformity with the rest of the
Mission Order.
. Synod adopt the revision of Article IT as amended. — Adopted
. Article 1II — Synod adopt the revision of Article III. — Adopted
. Article IV —Synod adopt the revision of Article IV. — Adopted
. Article V — Synod adopt the revision of Article V. — Adopted
. Article VI — Synod adopt the revision of Article VI.— Adopted
. Article VII — Synod adopt the revision of Article VII. — Adopted
. Article VIII

a. Synod incorporate the following:
Section 1 — Qualifications:

(1) Age. Preferably between 24 and 40, although the CRBFM is

authorized to appoint older persons in exceptional cases.

(2) Health. Average good health, verified by medical and psychia-
tric examinations. If a married man, this holds also for his family.

(3) Special love for and adaptability for mission work, verified by

© o NGO

‘past experience and activity in this line. If a married man, this applies

also to his wife.
(4) Ability to work in cooperation with, and if necessary. under
supervision of, other missionaries and the CRBFM.

(5) Tact and discretion to associate with government officals and
others with whom he or she may come in contact.

(6) Academic and practical requirements as needed. _

Ground: Qualifications should be stated for unordained workers as
well as for the ordained. — Adopted

b. Synod adopt the revision of Article VIIT as amended. — Adopted
II. NEw DorMmrTorRY AT REHOBOTH

.A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, Section 3-D (See'Supplement
No. 16, Sec. 3-D)

B. Survey: The Indian General Conference recommended to the Board
the building of an 80-bed dormitory. The Board decided that a 40-bed

dormitory would meet the immediate need.

C. Recommendation: Synod authorize the construction of a 60- bed
dormitory at Rehoboth at an estimated cost of $80,000.

Grounds:

1. A new dormitory is desperately needed for high school students.
a. Present facilities are overcrowded. :
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b. The housing of grade school and high school students in the same
building creates serious problems of discipline. '

2. A 60-bed dormitory is the most practical size to build.

a. The additional 20 beds, beyond that recommended by the Board,
- would cost proportionately less than the initial 40 beds since the central
facilities (matron’s quarters, etc.) could accommodate the addltxonal
number of students.
. b. Enrolling 20 additional high school students would make for a more
efficient use of our facilities since the high school building and teach-
ing staff are adequate for a larger student body. :

¢. More applicants could be admitted who are now rejected due to the

shortage of rooms. This is particularly important since the high school
" age is such a strategic one in the life of the young Indian. — Adopted

" IIL. SALE oF ProPERTY

A, Material: Agenda Report 16, Section 3-E (See Supplcment Nos.
16, Sec. 3-E 16-A, VIII)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the actions of the Executive Committee in the sale
of the 50 acres to the Boyd Construction Company for $50,000.

"Grounds:

a. There was need of haste in this transaction.

b. The Mission has no need for this land.

¢. The money can be well used for capital improvements on the
Indian Mission Field.

d. The Executive Committee was convinced that this was the final
proposal from this firm for the purchase of the land. — Adopted

2. Synod authorize the CRBFM to proceed with the sale of the re-

maining 150 acres on the terms as found in the offer presented in Sup-
plement 16-A, VIIIL.

Grounds:
a. We have more land than needed, so that the sale of this Iand will
in no way curtail our mission work or any future plans for expansion.
b. The land will be restricted to residential use for one or two family
homes. Sale of liquor will be prohibited.
~_c. The amount offered for this tract has been established by the
Financial Committee of the Board as an attractive financial proposition.
— Adopted
3. That the receipts of the sale of the property be placed in the Spe-
cial Gifts Fund. —Ado pted

IV. PrOENIX

A. Material: Agenda Report 16, Section 3-G (See Supplement No.
+-16, Sec. 3-G)

B. Recommendation: The work at Phoenix be continued by replacing
the Rev. C. G. Hayenga who is retiring from’ service. The duties to
-which his successor shall be assigned are as follows:
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1. Teaching at the Cook Indian Training School.

2. Ministering to the spiritual needs of our covenant chlldren in the
government school.

3. Working among the Indians in the camps in the Phoenix area.
Grounds: : '
a. One of our missionaries, Rev. J. Van Bruggen, has been offered

an appointment at the Cook Training School. This is an opportunity
to help maintain the continued orthodox teaching of the school.

b, Some students from our field are attending the Cook School.

c. The training program of this school permits students from our mis-
sion field to assist in our work in the Phoenix area under the direction
of our missionary. '

d. We owe spiritual care and nurture also to our students in the
government school.

e. There is great need for our continued witness in the Indian workers
camps at Phoenix. — Adopted

V. CHUrCH ORGANIZATION IN TTVLAND

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, Section 8-II (See Supplement
No. 16, Sec. 8-II)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod take grateful note of the establishment of the Tiv Church.
— Ado pied

2. Synod request the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch

Correspondence to study the possibility of establishing relationships with
the Tiv Church. — Adopted

~ (Indian and Foreign Missions continued in Art. 172.)

ARTICLE 157 _
Synod adjourns and Mr. Raymond Holwerda offers closing prayer.

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 25
Twenty-third Session

. ARTICLE 158
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 329:1, 2, 4, and Rev. H. Exoo be-
seeches God for His divine blessing.

ARTICLE 159

The special Committee (cf. Art. 154), appointed to recommend fur-
ther procedure in the matter of Divorce and Remarriage procedure,
Rev. J. Stek reporting as follows:

‘A. The Committee recommends that there be added to the decision
taken, the two resolutions taken by Synod 1956 (Art. 96, Acts 1956) and
the three declarations expressed by that Synod (Art. 152 Acts 1956)
that the decision would read:
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Synod clarify the decision of 1956: “No substantial and conclusive
Scriptural evidence has been produced to establish the thesis that parties
remarried after being divorced on the ground of their own adultery, or
divorced on non-biblical grounds, are living in continual adultery”

* (Acts of 1956, Art. 96, page 59).

“No substantial and conclusive Scriptural evidence has been pro-
duced to warrant the demand that a person remarried after being di-
vorced on the ground of his own adultery, or divorced on non-biblical
grounds, must, in order to prove the sincerity of his repentance, cease
living in the ordinary marriage relationship with his present spouse”
(Acts of 1956, Art. 96, page 59).

- “The consistories are urged most earnestly to guard the sanctity of
marriage, and warn unceasingly against every violation of the imarriage
bond through unbiblical divorce or through adultery, keeping in mind the
need for true repentance on the part of all who seek admission to the
Church” (Acts of 1956, Art. 152, page 118). ‘

“The consistories are advised that people who are guilty of unbiblical
divorce, or who are-divorced as the result of their own adultery and
having married, seek entrance or re-entrance into the Church shall be
expected to show their sorrow and genuine repentance during an ade-
quate period of probation. Such cases shall not be settled without
the advice of the Classis” {Acts of 1956, Art. 152, page 118).

“These declarations are referred to the consistories for their guidance
so that they may deal with the concrete cases which come before them
in accordance with the given situations, the demonstrable teaching of
Scripture on marriage, divorce, repentance, and forgiveness, and the
general provisions of the Church Order” (Acts of 1956, Art. 152,
page 118). — Adopted

B. The Committee recommends that the Marital Problems Committee,
whose recommendations were adopted by’ the Synod of 1956, be in-
trusted with.this task. — Tabled

C. That the clarification of this committee be made available to the
churches in mimeographed form. — Tabled

Synod decides to reconsider this whole decision.
~ The motion to adopt the recommendation of the Advisory Minority
Report 1s tabled so that the Advisory Majority Report may be con-
sidered. :

It is. now moved that the Majority recommendation C. 1, nl,, “that
Synod do not accede to these requests to ‘rescind’ or reverse the 1956
decision re divorce and remarriage’” (cf. Art. 154) be adopted. Synod
decides that it will not accede to the requests to “rescind” or reverse

the decision of 1956.

Grounds: ,

a. Synod was merely asked to judge whether substantial and con-
clusive Scriptural evidence had been produced to support the then ex-
isting decisions and therefore Art. 31 of the Church Order was not
directly applicable in 1956.
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b. Since Synod judged that substantial and conclusive evidence for
the former position had ‘not been produced, it apparently concluded
that the marital problems in question fell under the general Scriptural
instructions regarding repentance and forgiveness, and deemed it un-
necessary to cite specific passages.

c. The lack of substantial and conclusive evidence in Synod’s judg-
ment removed all Scriptural foundations for the former position.

d. There is no evidence that Synod acted with undue haste; besides,
the study committee had already been appointed in 1952.

e. No conclusive evidence is offered to prove that the 1956 decisions
are in conflict with Scripture (cf. Art. 31 Church Order).

Synod also declares that this is its answer to overtures 1, 2, 38, Ietter
of Mr. D. Kort, and the letter of Mr. J. Poortenga.

2. Reguest for Clarification. (cf. Art. 154)

The recommendation of the Majority Advisory Committee, nl., that
Synod do not accede to these requests for clarification with the grounds
is adopted.

Synod directs the attention of Classis Sioux Center and Classis Orange
City to the declaration (Acts 1956, p. 118).

Synod declares that this is its answer to Overtures No. 3 and No. 35.

3. Requests for new study committee. (cf. Art. 154)

The recommendation of the Committee, nl,, that this request be
not granted with the grounds, is adopted.

Synod declares that this is its answer to the Oak Glen consistory.

(Elders J. Sturing and F. Wierenga request that thelr negative votes
to all these decisions be recorded.)

Rev. J. H. Piersma, Rev. J. W. Visser, Elders Van't Land and Peter
Borduin, members of the Advisory Committee, presents the following
statement for information:

Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
Dear BRETHREN:

The undersigned members of your Advisory Committee re Protests and Ap-
peals desire to present the following statement: Article 31 of our Church Order
requires that decisions of major assemblies ‘“shall be considered settled and binding,
unless it be proved to conflict with the Word of God.” This properly places the.
burden of proof on protestants. The Synod of 1952 reversed this procedure when
it placed the burden of proof to substantiate with Scriptural evidence the old
position re divorce and remarriage on its study committee. This is not the normal
procedure according to Article 31 of our Church Order. The discovery of this
unusual procedure disturbs us. We request only that Synod receive this statement
for information,

Yours Respectfully,
(Signed) J. H. Piersma
Peter Borduin
S. Van’t Land
J. W. Visser
—Received as information
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ARTICLE 160

The Advisory Committee Church Order Matters (cf. Arts. 66, 71,
100, 141, 142, 146, 147, 155), Rev. O. Breen, reporting:
I. Bercic CoNrFEssION REvision

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 1 (See Supplement No. 1)

Majority Report I and Minority II dealing with alleged inaccuracies
in the Belgic Confession and recommending certain alterations in the
Creed, your Advisory Committee recommends that

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod adopt no changes in the confessions without prior consulta-

" tion with other Reformed Churches holding the same confession.

Ground: It is contrary to the spirit of Reformed ecumenicity to make
changes in a confession held faithfully in common with sister -Churches.
. " — Adopted

2. Synod.appoint a committee whose task shall be:

a. To consider whether such modifications in the Belgic Confession
~as have been proposed in the majority and minority reports of 1957

should be made.

b. To invite our sister Ghurches to appoint similar committees to
respond to any redactional modifications which our committee should
deem commendable.

¢. To report to Synod the redactional modification (if any) which it
in common consent with its corresponding committees deems advisable.
(cf. Art. 178 V-C) — Adopted

3. Synod thank the Study Committee for its labors. — Adopied

II. ForMULARY FOR THE LorD’s SUPPER
A. Materials:

1. Report of Study Committee, Agenda Report No. 38. (See Supple-
ment No. 38)

2. Letter from De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland -
3. Letter from the Rev. Richard R. De Ridder
B. Summary:

Synod’s Study Committee has produced a revised Formulary for the
Lord’s Supper. Synod remmded the Committee to keep in mind the
-~ instruction of 1954 which states, “no extensive revisions of our beautiful
and well-rounded Form for the Lord’s Supper shall be made.” It
further states that the Committee shall “preserve the unity of the Form,
and remove those alterations in the draft which would affect this unity.
In general the Commitiee shall endeavor to improve upon the content,
language, and construction of the present draft, both linguistically and
liturgically.”

The Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland present to this Synod, and
" to seven other denominations of Reformed persuasion, three specific
questions, and would appreciate a reply by July 1, 1957. These are:

1. Are your churches also engaged in making revisions [of liturgical
- Forms]—each denomination in its own land and language—and will
you kindly inform us regarding this matter?
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2. Are you prepared to establish relationships with us regarding event-
ual future revisions, in order to work together, under God’s favor, toward
a common book of liturgy for Churches of the Reformed Confessions?

3. Do the tentative Forms mailed to you. give you occasion for com-
ments which you would transmit to us as a committee and would you
serve us with your criticism?

The letter from Rev. R. R. De Ridder comments on Agenda Report
No. 38 (the present revision) and expresses his hope that the clause
“considering that the wrath of God against sin is so great that He,
rather than to leave it unpunished, has punished it in His beloved Son
Jesus Christ,” be deleted from any approved revision of the Form.

C. Recommendations:

" 1. Synod receive the Report of the Study Committee as information

. and thank the Committee for its labors. — Adopted

2. Synod reply to the inquiries of De Gereformeerde Kerken:

a. We are engaged in a revision of the Form of the Lord’s Supper
with the view of making it linguistically and liturgically more acceptable:

b. We wish to enter into correspondence with them regarding the
revision of the Form for the Lord’s Supper.

c. That because of the great amount of work with which our General
Synod is confronted, Synod does not have opportunity to evaluate the
revisions proposed in your brochure. — Adopted

3. Synod appoint a liturgical revision committee whose task will be:

a. To evaluate the revisions of our Form for the Lord’s Supper, pro-
posed by our recent study committees.

b. To enter into correspondence with the representatives of De Gere-
formeerde Kerken in Nederland for the purpose of discussing revisions
in the Form for the Lord’s Supper, with a view to making it linguisti-
cally and liturgically more acceptable to the churches.

c. In the light of the two points aforementioned, to draw up a pro-
posed revision of the Form for the Lord’s Supper, to be presented if pos-
sible, to the Synod of 1959. — Adopted

4. That Synod authorize this liturgical revision committee to enter
into correspondence with the representatives of De Gereformeerde Ker-
ken in Nederland concerning revision of other liturgical Forms.

Grounds:
- a. This is in line with the request of our sister church.
b. This may prove fruitful toward a common revision of other liturgi-

cal Forms. (ct. Art. 178 V-C) — Adopted

: ARTICLE 161
The Advisory Committee Varia (cf. Arts. 42, 49, 53), Dr. O. Hol-

- trop, reporting:

Stupy CommITTEE RESTRICTIONS (cf. Article 49 and Overture No. 8)
This matter Synod deferred until the problem of the Belgic Confes-

sion had been decided. Synod decides to withhold action in the matter
here presented. (See Article 160, T)
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ARTICLE 162 -
Synod decides to refer all the concept minutes which have not yet

‘been approved to a committee for approval. The committee consists
of Dr. G. Goris, Rev. J. Mulder, and Rev. J. W. Visser.

ARTICLE 163
Synod adjourns and Rev. J. Putt voices the closing prayer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 26, 1957
Twenty-fourth Session

ARTICLE 164 _

Rev. J. Bult requests Synod to sing No. 373 from the Psalter Hymnal
and then leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 165

The roll call reveals that Rev. R. Rienstra is present as alternate for
Dr. A. C. De Jong from Classis Grand Rapids West. He rises to express
agreement with the “Declaration.”

ARTICLE 166

Synod approves the following nominations presented by the Committee
on Appointments and decides by ballot the following:

I. Christian Reformed Board of Missions— Member-at-Large: Dr. R.
De Mol or Mr. F, Dieleman. Dr. De Mol is elected. '

II. Minister's Pension and Relief Administration— Mr. J. Jonker or
Mr. P. Marcusse. Mr. J. Jonker is elected.

II1. Reformed Ecumenical Synod—Dr. J. H. Kromminga or Dr. Henry
Stob; Dr. J. T. Hoogstra or Rev. N. J. Monsma; Mr. H. Post or Dr.
Richard Wierenga.,

The Advisory Committee on Varia recommends that Synod approve
the appointing of three regular voting delegates to the Reformed Ecu-
menical Synod to be convened in the Union of South Africa in 1958

(See Supplement No. 18-A.) — Adopted
" Dr. John H. Kromminga is elected with Dr. H. Stob as alternate.

Rev. N. J. Monsma is elected with Dr. J. T. Hoogstra as alternate.

Dr. R. Wierenga is elected with Mr. H. Post as alternate.

Synod also decides that since we are entitled to three additional non-
voting delegates, the Synodical Committee is authorized to appoint these
if any are available in the vicinity and without financial responsibility
for the Church.

' ARTICLE 167

The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals (cf. Arts. 154, 159),

Rev. W. Reinsma, reporting:

RECONSIDERATION IN RE MR. JoossE

A. Materials: Overture No. 18 from Classis Toronto and QOverture No.
52 from Classis Chatham. )

B. History: Mr. James Joosse, who was born in Canada and is a
member of the Second Christian Reformed Church of Sarnla. desired
to enter the ministry of our Christian Reformed Church via Article 8 of



T I e T e A e B 3Ty o T ™ o P N e s TR S T e s ST

ST

Acts or Synob, 1957 99

our Church Order, He is 33 years of age, married, the father of four
children and has had only an eighth grade education.
Mr. Joosse has followed the prescribed rules of our Church to enter

the ministry of our denomination via Article 8 of the Church Order, In . .

following these rules he submitted to a preliminary examination con-
ducted by Classis Chatham and attended by the synodical delegates from
Classes Grand Rapids South, Holland, and Hamilton. Classis Chatham,
acting upon advice of the synodical delegates, made plans to make it
possible for Mr. Joosse to realize his cherished goal to enter the ministry

- of our Church in this way.

At the Synod of 1956 the Advisory Committee on Church Order, in

~ reporting on the work of synodical delegates, recommended that Synod

approve the work of the synodical examiners in his case. (cf. Acts 1956,
‘Art. 151, pp. 114-115).

In spite of the fact that all the prescribed rules were fol]owed in this -
case the Synod rejected the Advisory Committee’s advice without giving
grounds for such rejection. Through this action of Synod the plans of
Mr. Joosse and Classis Chatham were brought to a standstill.

C. Requests of Ouvertures: That Synod reconsider the decision of 1956

"in re Mr. Joosse.

D. Recommendation: That Synod reconsider the decision of Synod of
1956 in re Mr. Joosse. (cf. Acts 1956, Article 1531, pp. 114, 115) .
Ground: Synod should not disapprove of the actions of its synodical
delegates without stating good and sufficient reasons,

Synod decides to reconsider as recommended.

It is moved that the actions of the Synodical Examiners of 1956 in
this matter be approved. — T'he motion is tabled.
. Synod {feels that it is possible for Mr. Joosse to pursue a course of
studies, and that it is not necessary to pursue the course advocated by
Classis Chatham, and therefore Synod decides not to approve the ad-
mission of Mr. Joosse under Article 8 of the Church Order.

Elder Calvin A. Jones presents the following protest:

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church,1957:

The undersigned desires to protest the action of Synod on the Overtures of
Classes Chatham and Toronto (Nos. 18, 52).

Grounds:

1. Scholastic standing is not a prerequisite in preaching Salvation by Grace.

2. The Holy Spirit is the source of all true knowledge and equips us for His
Kingdom service.—(Signed) Calvin Jones

ARTICLE 168

The Advisory Committee, Church Order (cf. Arts. 66, 71, 100 141,
147, 149, 155, 160, Rev. O. Breen, reporting, presents:
ExXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 9. (See Supplement No. 9)

2. Overture No. 32.

B. Summary:
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Agenda Report No. 9 recommends that the examination of candidates
for the ministry shall no longer be conducted by Synod at its annual
sessions but by the several Classes of the church in one examination for
‘both candidature and ordination, and then specifies details of procedure.

Overture No. 32 of Classis Pella agrees with Report No. 9 of the Study
‘Committee in asking for examination by the several Classes.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod thank the Study Comnnttee for its labors. — Adopted

2. That Synod retain the Preliminary Examination for the present, in
view of the fact that this subject will necessarily enter the considerations
of the Study Committee for Particular Synods. — Adopted

3. That Synod appoint the ministerial delegates of the Calvin Board
of Trustees as a Committee of Synod, to conduct the preliminary exami-
nation for candidacy, for a period of two years, with the following speci-
fications:

a. This examination to take place during the early part of the week
following the May meeting of the Calvin Board of Trustees.

b. Recommendations on' the basis of the examination will be presented
to Synod which body shall then declare or withhold candidacy.

Ground: This group acting as a Committee of Synod, is best suited to
perform this task in this interim period. — Rejected

4. That Synod refer the matter of the examination of candidates, in~
‘cluding the report of the Study Committee and the overture pertaining
thereto, to the Committee for Particular Synods. — Adopted

5. That Synod declare this decision to be its answer to Overture No.
32, — Adopted

ARTICLE 169

The Advisory Comunittee Publication Matters (cf. Arts. 54, 60, 101,

109), Rev. B. Pekelder, reporting presents:

PusLicaTioN CoMMITTEE. (See Supplement No. 35)
The motion to approve the recommendation that the final publication -

of the revised Psalter Hymnal be deferred, etc., is removed from the
table. — Synod decides that the publication shall not be deferred.

ARTICLE 170

The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Maiters (cf Arts. 64, 72,
134, 140), Rev. E. Oostendorp, reporting presents:

A. Material: Branch Churches. (See Supplement No. 8)

B. Recommendations:

A. Synod recognize the authority of the missionary, in consultation
with and by permission of those supervising his work, to receive pro-
fessions of faith and to administer the sacraments to members of the
church, though these have not yet been orgarized into self-governing
congregations.

Grounds:

L. This may be done under the marndate and authority given the
missionary by his calling and commissioning church, and prescribed in
the Form for Ordination (or Installation) of Missionaries.
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2. Such authority is needed for practical reasons in some of the fields
where our missionaries work. — Adopted

B. That Synod reserve judgment on recommendations 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6
of the General Home Missions Committee, and refer them to the Com.-
mittee for further study and consideration, for more complete statement
of procedures involved, and for possible incorporation in the Home Mis-
sions Order, subject to the approval of Synod in 1958.

Ground: These recommendations involve matters of varying degrees
of Importance which need to be worked out in some detail so that the
introduction of this distinct departure from our established practice may
be guarded against misuse because of undue haste. — Adopted

ARTICLE 171

Rev. T. De Vries is present in the place of Rev. J. Olthoff from Classis

Pella. Rev. De Vries rises to express his agreement with the “Public
Declaration.”

ARTICLE 172
The Advisory Cornmlttee Indian and Foreign Mission Matters (cf.
Arts. 39, 93, 106, 148, 156), Rev. W. Vander Haak reporting, presents;

I. FiELD SECRETARY

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, Section III-F. (See Supplement
No. 16 Sec. III-F)

The Board desires authorization from Synod to call a missionary to
serve as field secretary on the Indian Field.

" B. Recommendation: Synod refer this matter back to the Board for

. clarification.

Grounds:
1. It is not possible for Synod to judge on this matter until the duties -
of such a secretary have been defined.
2. It is not clear whether a missionary is to be called to serve in this
capacity full-time or part-time.
.3. The organizational chart, in its present form, does not make pro-
vision for a field secretary. — Approved

T1Y. MeTHOD OF PROMOTING MISSIONS

A. Material: Overture No. 22

B. Recommendation: That Synod appoint a committee to examine
the overture of Classis Sioux Center, analyze the problem raised and
advise Synod as to the basic prmaples and rnethods to be adhered to in
mission promotion. (See Art. 178 V-C)

Grounds: .
1. The overture raises certain problems that merit study.
2. Mission promotion is important to the Ghurch. — Approved

ARTICLE 173
The Advisory Commitiee Varia (cf. Arts. 42, 49, 53, 160, 165), Dr.
1. Tue CENTENNIAL SEAL
A. Material: Overture No, 47
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‘B. Explanation: The desire of Classis Grand Rapids South is that the
Centennial Seal be adapted as an insigne identifying our Church on our
publications, e.g., Year Book, The Banner, De Wachter, Sunday School
papers, stationery, etc. It could also be used by our congregations on their
bulletin covers, stationery and bulletin boards. Such an insigne would be
copyrighted to prevent unauthorized uses of it.

C. Recommendation: Synod instruct the Centennial Committee to
adapt the Centennial Seal for a permanent insigne for our denomination
and submit the suggested form to Synod for approval.

Grounds:

1. Such an insigne would identify our denomination wherever it is
used.

2. Other denominations have used such insignia with advantage, e.g.
_the Lutherans and the Reformed Church of America. — Adopted

II. CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
N.A.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 4. (See Supplement No. 4)
1. The committee reports that its work has just commenced.
2. It requests that the committee be contmued
B. Recommendations:
Synod continue the committee:
a. Its work has only begun.
b. Its mandate is to report progress to subsequent synods. — Adopied

III. EcuMeNIcITY AND INTERCHURCH CORRESPONDENCE

A. Material: Agenda Reports No. 18 and 18-A. (See Supplement No.
18, 18-A)

The New Zealand Reformed Churches request clarification on their
problem as to the compatibility of membership by Reformed Churches
in both the World Council of Churches and in the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod. The recognition of the Reformed Church of Ceylon as a sister
church and sending of fraternal delegates to the Provincial Synod of
- Graafschap-Bentheim are further matters taken up in this report.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod advise the Ecumenical Synod of 1958 to abide by the decision
of the RES of Edinburgh of 1953 re membership in the Reformed Ecu-
menical Synod and the World Council of Churches.

Grounds:

a. The RES of Edinburgh gave a positive testimony in urging its
members holding membership in the WCC to review their position. )
b. The conditions for membership in the RES as stipulated in Art. IV’
of the Rules Pertaining to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod (cf. pp. 35-36

of Acts of RES) are sound and specific.
c. A matter of this kind should be approached through persuasion
" rather than through legislation. — Adopted
2. Synod declare the adoption of the above recommendation as its
reply to the New Zealand Reformed Churches. — Adopted
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3. Synod receive as information that the Committee on Ecumenicity
according to authority given it, has approved of the Dutch Reformed
Church of Ceylon as a sister church. — Received as Information.

4. Synod receive as information that the same committee has in-
structed the Stated Clerk to invite said Church to send a delegate to our
Centennial Synod. — Received as Information. :

5. Synod recommend to RES that the Duich Reformed Church of
Ceylon be a member of the RES fellowship. — Adopted .

6. Synod send a fraternal delegate to the Provincial Synod of Graal-
schap-Bentheim, with the following conditions:

a. that we have someone available in the Netherlands who can attend.
b. that such a delegate would represent us to bring fraternal greetings.
— Adopted

7. The Synod of 1957 charge its Committee on Ecumenicity and
Inter-Church Correspondence to study existing ecumenical organizations
and to advise the Synod of 1958, in accordance with Reformed prin-
ciples, practices, and action, whether the Christian Reformed Church
should seek membership in one of these organizations.

a. the principle of ecumenicity honored by us points in the direction
of such a study.

b. The urgency of the world situation calls for it. — Adopted
8. Synod thank the committee for its work. — Adopted

_ IV.-Caurcr EcuMmENiciTY AND THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 40. (See Supplement No. 40)

This committee was mandated by Synod of 1956 to seek closer fellow-
ship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church by way of conversations
with a similar committee appointed by the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church. It had a fruitful session with such a committee from the Or-

‘thodox Presbyterian .Church and unanimously the following statement

was agreed upon:

1. In view of the unity of the body of Christ and in view of the basic com-
munity that exists between The Christian Reformed Church and The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in doctrine, polity, and practice it is an obligation resting
upon these two Churches to make every Iegitimate endeavor to bring this unity
and community to their consistent expressxon in the organic union of the two
denominations.

2. It would, however, be prejudicial to this ultimatc objective and unrealistic
to fail to take account of the differences which exist between the two denomi-

. - - /. .
nations, and it is therefore necessary to face these differences and explore ways
and means of resolving them. In order to promote these aims it is indispensable
that conference between representatives of the two Churches be increasingly
cultivated, and it is advisable that the two Churches consider carefully the
establishment of sistexly relations.

3. In view of the aforementioncd community and to the end of promoting
greater understanding and harmony it is proper that the Churches consider
greater cooperation in the conduct of enterprises which they have in common
such as those in home and foreign missionary work.
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* B. Recommendations:

1. Synod allow the above statement as a workmg basis for further
conversations. — Adopted

2. Synod thank the Committee for its work. — Adopted

V. MmisTERs’ PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22. (See Supplement No. 22)

This report speaks of (1) Personnel and Organization, (2) Information
on Pensioners, (3) The Ministers’ Pension Fund, (4) The Ministers’
Relief Fund, and (5) Matters Requiring Synodical "Attention. The latter
includes details of a plan for paymg moving expenses of retired ministers
and widows of deceased ministers from their last place of service to the
place where they wish to make their home.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod thank the Gommittee for its work — Adopted

2. Synod approve the Rev. F. Handlogten as representative of the
Board if further information is desired. — Adopted

3. Synod approve the details of the plan of operatlon as submitted
by the committee. They are as follows:

a. The following shall be covered by the plan:

(1) Ministers emeritated and moving from their last charge to place
of retirement residence. Same to be limited to one move, and within
one year of the effective date of emeritation.

(2) Ministers emeritated {or reasons other than age or length of serv-
ice. Same limited to one move in a lifetime.

(3) Widows of ministers dying in active service moving from the last
charge by the ministers to place of retirement residence. Same to be
limited to one move, and within one year of the death of the husband.

(This shall be limited to those serving in the continental United States
or Canada.) — Adopted .

b. The following costs shall be paid:

(1) Cost of transporting up to 8,000 pounds from any point to any
point within the continental United States or Canada, based on published -
tariffs.

Ground: The average poundage of goods moved by ministers in active
service is between 8,000 and 12,000. Generally, the emeritated minister
or widow will not have as much to move as those in active service.

(2) Packing charges with maximum of $75.

(3) Transit insurance with maximum of $25.

(4) Personal travel expense. Coach fare for minister, his wife, and
qualified dependents; coach fare for widow and her children under 19
- years of age. If travel is by auto the equivalent of coach fare is to be
allowed.

Ground: Items under 2, 3, and 4 are legitimate travel expense, and
the amounts are believed to be adequate. — Adopted

c. Financing and administration:

(1) The cost is to be included in the Synodical Expense quota. It is
believed that a quota of 10c per family would be adequate for the first
year. — Adopted
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(2) Payment. of costs-to be made by the Synod1cal Treasurer upon
the approval of the Ministers' Pension and Relief Administration,

-— Adopted

d. Plan to become effective January 1, 1957, for ministers emeritated
and/or wives of ministers in active service widowed on or after that date.

— Adopted
VI. DENOMINATIONAL DIACONATE

A. Material: Overture No. 6. Classis Hackensack overtures Synod of
1957 to organize a dehominational diaconate, so that the church may
promptly carry out the work of mercy when there is 2 regional, national,’
or international need.

B. Recommendation: Synod do not accede to this overture.

Grounds:

1. It would tend to stifle local initiative.

2. Local or area diaconates can best take care of any need in any
particular area.

3. Local or area diaconates together with the Synodical Committee
have been able to meet these emergencies adequately in the past.

— Adopted
VII. UNNEGESSARY SUNDAY LaBOR

A. Material: Overture No. 37. ‘

B. Recommendation: Synod approve the overture of Classis Hudson -
-with its grounds.

A motion that the Overture of Classis Hudson be adopted with the
grounds is made. An amendment is proposed that the words “and
also the buying and selling of milk on this day” be deleted from the
decision adopted by our Church in 1881, (cf. Schaver The Polity of the
Churches, Vol. I, p. 178)

Ground: The buying and selling of milk on Sunday is not normally a
work of necessity.

Synod decides to withhold action and refer Classis Hudson to Article
91, Acts 1939.

VIII. ArticLE 36 oF THE BELcic CONFESSION

A. Material: A letter from a committee of the “Gereformeerde Ker-
ken” of the Netherlands offering a proposed change in the wording of
Article 36 of the Belgic Confession.

B. Recommendation: Synod place the proposal of the Committee of
the Gereformeerde Kerken re changing the wording of Article 36 of the
Belgic Confession in the hands of a study committee, and that said com-
mittee be instructed to publish its advice sufficiently early so that our
consistories can study the same and be able to decide at the 1958 Synod.

Ground: So important a matter requires more time and study than
either a synodJca1 advisory committee or even Synod itself has at its dis-
posal at this session. (cf. Art. 178 V-C) — Adopted

I. MariTAL RELATIONS B :
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24. (See Supplement No. 24)
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This report takes up the question as to whether there is a second .
ground for divorce given in Scripture and secondly the problem of po-
- lygamy on the Mission Field.

B. History:

* The Ecumenical Synod’s Study Committee denies that the Scriptures provide
in 1 Corinthians 7 another general ground for divorce; it however allows the
possibility of biblical divorce upon the ground of a special kind of desertion, The
Advisory Committee of said Synod advised the Ecumenical Synod to declare:
“That adultery and desertion ... are the only two grounds for biblical divorce.”
Our Christian Reformed Church except for a period of two years (1894-1896)
-has recognized only one ground for divorce: adultery. A study committee of the
Gereformeerde Kerken (1917) took the position that there are two grounds given
in Scripture for divorce: adultery and wiliful desertion. A minority of this com-
mittee maintained there is only one ground for divorce in Scripture. General Synod
of the Gereformeerde Kerken took no final action on this question. The Reformed
Church in South Africa (1924) agreed with the Christian Reformed Church in
North America,

After this review of the history of “this question among the Reformed Churches
referred to, the Study Committee on Marital Relations gives a dctailed and
excellent exegesis of 1 Cor1nth1ans 7:10=15.

On the matter of Polygamy on the Mission Fleld a brief review of two different
. mission field practices is given; further, we are informed that the Ecumenical
Synod’s study committee and advisory committee both recommended the utmost
caution in abolishing polygamy on the mission field; lastly, several passages of
- Scripture are cited to indicate that marriage is designed to be monogamous (Gen.
2:18, 24; Matt. 19:4-6; 1 Cor. 7:2; Eph. 5:33) and that preconversion poly-
gamists, although not eligible for ecclesiastical office, were bonafide members of
the Apostolic Church (Tit. 1:6; I Tim. 3:2, 12).

C. Recommendations: Synod adopt the following:

1. Synod declares that:

a. The teaching in 1 Corinthians 7:15 pertams only to Christians
whose unbelieving marriage partners “depart” for deeply-seated religious
reasons.

b. The teaching in 1 Corinthians 7:15 does not provide the Christian
with a (second) ground for divorce.

c. The teaching in 1 Corinthians 7:15 absolves the Ghristian from the
obligation to preserve a marriage broken or about to be broken by the
divorce-proceedings of an unbelieving spouse acting from deeply-seated
religious motives.

2. Synod declares that:

a. It follows from the nature of marriage and from the teaching of
Christ and the apostles that Christians may not contract a polygamous
marriage.

b. It follows from the practice of the Apostolic Church that in certain
circumstances pre-conversion polygamists may be admitted to Church
membership.

c. It does not follow frorn the practice of the Apostolic Church that
_pre-conversion polygamists must in any and every circumstance be ad-
mitted to Church membership.
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3. Synod instructs the Stated Clerk to send to the Ecumenical Synod:

a. The Decisions of 1956 respecting the readmission into the Church
of persons unbiblically divorced and remarried, and the Decisions of
1957 - respecting Desertion as a possible Ground for Divorce and Po-
lygamy on the Mission Field. )

b. The complete text of this Report on Marital Relations as well as
the complete text of the Report submitted by the Committee on Marital
Problems to the Synod of 1956. — Adopted

4. Synod thank the Study Committee for its work ~— Adopted

ARTICLE 174

Synod appoints Dr. G. Goris and Mr. C. Van Malsen to bring our °

greetmgs to Prof. H. Schultze, who is hospitalized. Likewise Synod ap-

points Rev. J. F. Schuurmann and Elder F. Wierenga to call on Elder
H. Knapper, who also is hospitalized.

The time for noon recess has arrived, and Dy, J. H. Bratt offers prayer.

"WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 26
‘ Twenty-fifth Session

ARTICLE 175

Rev W. Huyser leads in devotions. He announces No. 63 from the
Psalter Hymnal and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 176
- The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals (cf. Arts. 154, 159), -
Rev. W. Reinsma reporting, presents:
1. ProTEST oF MR. HENRY J. BLAGQUIERE
A. Material: Mx. Blacquiere protests the decision of the Synod of 1956

in which Synod declared his letter to the Synod of 1956 out of order

because he was not a member of a Christian Reformed Church.

B. Recommendation: Synod reaffirm its position of 1956 in this matter,
since his (Mr. Blacquiere’s) status remains unchanged. — Adopted
1I. ArpEAL oF MR. HaroLp TiLMa oF GraNp Rapips, MICHIGAN

A. Material: A document of Mr., Tilma in which he expresses the

request that Synod take steps to re-unite the two Protestant Reformed
groups with the Christian Reformed Church.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod inform Mr. Tilma that there is an active standing committee
on Ecumenicity charged with the task of exploring all ecumenical pos-
sibilities. — Adopted

2. Synod inform Mr. Tilma that this matter which is of concern to
him is before Synod and has been acted upon. (See Art. 178) — Adopted

III. ProTEST oF MR. T. P. MALIEPAARD AGAINST THE CONSISTORY OF
THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH OF HANFORD, CALIFORNIA

A. Material: Correspondence between Mr. Maliepaard and the con-

‘ sistory of Hanford Christian Reformed Church and Classis California. .
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B. History: The Hanford consistory incorporated in its 1955 budget
the item of $1.50 quota for Calvin capital expansion. Mr, Maliepaard
- protested against this. The consistory ruled that a two-thirds majority
was required at the congregational meeting to remove the item from the
budget, judging that this was a rescission of a Synodical decision, and
referring to the 71939 edition of Schaver’s, Polity of the Churches, Page
186. Mr. Maliepaard apparently had a later edition of the Church
Order (cf. Schaver 1947 edition, Page 309) and insisted that only a
majority vote was required. At the congregational meeting a majority
voted to eliminate the $1.50 item, but since it was short of a two-thirds
. majority the consistory did not remove said quota. Mr. Maliepaard
brought his protest to Classis which, contrary to a study commitiee’s
advice, failed to sustain the protestant, whereupon Mr. Maliepaard ap-
peals to Synod.

C. Recommendations:

.1.Synod declare that both parties erred in assuming that eliminating
this particular item from the budget was virtually rescinding a synodical
decision. — Adopted

2. Synod declare that the consistory erred when it required a two-
thirds majority vote. — Adopted

IV. ProtEST OF Crassis ToroNTO 1IN RE MEMBERSHIP IN NEUTRAL
Laror UnioNs

A. Material: Overture 19 - Membershlp in Neutral Labor Unions.

B. Regquests of Classis Toronto:

1. Synod declare that our members should not be members of the exist-
ing neutral labor unions. _

2. Synod rescind pronouncements 3 and 6 of the Declarations re Labor
adopted by the Synod of 1956.

C. Recommendations:

1. Synod do not accede to the request of Classis Toronto of making
the declaration it desires.

Ground: Such a declaration would be contrary to the historic stand
of the Christian Reformed Church. Cf. Schaver Vol. IT, pp. 218, 219—
“Church membership and membership in a so-called neutral labor union
are compatible as long as such union gives no constitutional warrant to
sins, nor shows in its regular activities that it champions sins.” Acts 1916,
Art. 36, p. 38; Acts 1943, Art. 172, p. 102; Acts 1946, Art. 141, pp. 103,
104. — Adopted

2. Synod do not accede to the request of rescinding pronouncements
3 and 6 of the declarations of 1956 in re labor.

Ground: These declarations are not in conflict with anything Synod
has previously declared.

a. Resolution 3 merely calls for the formation of study groups in-
dependent of organized labor unions to search for Christian answers to
‘curfent problems in the field of labor.

b. Resolution 6 simply calls upon Christians that are members of a
neutral labor union “to be dlhgent in professing Christ and Christian
principles within these unions.”” — Adopted
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3. Synod refer Classis Toronto to declaration 2 of 1956, cf. Acts 1956,
Article 144, pp. 105, 106: “Synod declares that when the Synod of 1946
affirmed that ‘church membership and membership in so-called neutral
‘labor unions are compatible’ it did not mean to suggest that membership
in Christion or non-Christian unions is a matter of indifference, as 1s
evident from the fact that in 1945 and again in 1946 Synod urged all
our people ‘whenever possible to establish and promote deﬁmtely Chris-
tian organizations’.” — Adopted

V. PrOTEST oF Mr. AND Mrs. HENrRY VaN KooOTEN oF BETHEL GHRIS-
TIAN REFORMED CHURCH, OsKALOOSA, Jowa

Note: Since the reporter, Rev. W, K. Reinsma, was at one time pastor

. to the protestants he insisted and the committee agreed to have Dr. J. H.
-Bratt serve as reporter on this matter.

A. Material: Letter of protest against the Synod for the decisions made
in 1954, 1955, and 1956, which did not sustain their protest against
Classis Pella and Oskaloosa I.

B. History: This matter was reviewed by the Synod of 1954, again in
'1955 and once more in 1956; including a personal interview with one of
the protestants.

"~ C. Recommendation: Synod do not re-open the case for review.

Grounds:

a. Previous Synods have considered the case and found no reason
to sustain the protestants.

b. No new evidence has been submitted in their latest protest.

(Rev. W. Reinsma refrains from voting) — Adopted

ARTICLE 177

The Obituary Commitiee (cf. Art. 17), Rev. D. Mellema, reporting:

We would, first of all, call attention to an unintentional omission in
the obituary report of the Synod of 1956. We refer to the homegoing of
Rev. John C. Schaap, on January 5, 1956. This brother served seven
churches over a period of 42 years, until his retirement in 1946, For six
years after that he served as assistant pastor. Besides this, he was, for a
number of years, a valued member of the Board of Missions and of the
Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary. Until. 1931 he was
also co-editor of the Yearbook.

At the end of the past year, on December 2, 1956, our Church suffered
a great loss in the person and work of Dr. Henry Zylstra, professor of
English at Calvin College. He was one of our most brilliant and learned
men. He had a penetrating mind. His thorough knowledge of Reformed
truth he consistently, devotedly, and enthusiastically sought to apply to all
of life. The loss which we sustain in the homegoing of Dr. Zylstra is,
humanly speaking, intensified when we consider that he might well have
served our school and denomination another 20 years.

Rev. Abraham Blick went to his eternal reward on January 28, 1957.
The brother served six churches from his ordination in 1909 untll his
ementa.tlon in 1946.
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On May 18, 1957, Emeritus Professor Louis Berkhof of Calvin Semi-
nary was called home. Professor Berkhof became a candidate for the
ministry in 1900. He served the church of Allendale for two years and
‘then entered' Princeton Seminary. He served Oakdale Park Christian
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and in 1906 was ap-
pointed professor at Calvin Seminary. He served in that capacity for
38 years, receiving honorable emeritation in 1944, Prof. Berkhof was a
man of unusual ability, particularly in the field of Dogmatics.

On June 10, 1957, just prior to the convening of Synod, the Lord
called home our Emeritus Professor, James Nieuwdorp, of the Depart-
ment of Mathematics, at the age of 82. Professor Nieuwdorp began his
work at Calvin College in September, 1913, as an Instructor in Inorganic

- Science. From 1921 to August, 1945, the time of his erneritation, he
taught Mathematics. He served in a part-time capacity for four more
years. -

Synod humbly bows before the inscrutible wisdem of our Sovereign
God, who carries out his plan for our lives and controls our destiny.
Synod gratefully acknowledges God’s favor in granting us men of varied
talents for the development of our denomination and the furtherance of
His glorious Kingdom. “Let us labor while it is day, for the night cometh
when no man can work.”

Synod commends the bereaved to the God of all comfort and con-
solation. “They rest from their labors and their works do follow them.”

We recommend that this statement be placed in the minutes of Synod
and that a copy be sent to the bereaved families. — Adopted

ARTICLE 178 ,
The Advisory Committee on Appointmenis, Rev. J. A. Hoeksema re-
porting, presents the following:

1. SynoD APPROVE THE ELECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE
BoarD oF TRUSTEES oF CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY

Classis Member Alternate

Alberta North ... Rev. J. H. Piersma....cccoomeraecnn. Rev. B. Den Herder
Alberta South . T. E. Hofman.............. Rev, G. J. Vander Ziel
Cadillac oo . H. Zwaanstra Rev. E. Boeve
California coeecceeeieeecceenens . K, de Waal Malefyt............... Rev, P. Van Tuinen
Chatham Y Grrtter. e, Rev. K. Hart
Chicago North .............. . A. Brink

~ Chicago South ......... . M. GOOte...cneciceeeeeeeeeeee e Rev. C. O. Buus_
East Ontario ............ . R. J. Bos Rev. C. Tuininga
Grand Rapids East ......_Rev. W. Van Rees............... .....Rev. N. L. Veltman
Grand Rapids South ...Rev. W. Kok Rev. J. Schuurmann
Grand Rapids West ....Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel...._....... Rev. A. A Koning
Hackensack .................. Rev. ‘B.. Bruxvoort.........cccocoocnncnccaneas Dr. L. Smedeg
Hamilton ooeeeceeeceeeeeee. Rev. T. C. Van Kooten.......cc.ceeeenveenne..e. Rev. J. Ehlers

"Holland  ...cccceovveeecec.Reve WU P Brink.oo Dr. E. Masselink -
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Classis Member . Alternate
Hudson .ooeoecciiinieeccn Rev. B, E, Pekelder......cccconvvrannee Rev. N, J. Monsma
Kalamazoo .. ...Rev. J. Bouwsma.....coceeroeeccerirccmnns Rev. C, Greenfield
Minnesota North —......Rev. J. H, Stekeoroiiiine Rev, J. L. Bult.
Minnesota South ........ Rev. R. Vcldman ...................................... Rev. G. S. Kok
Muskegon ....coieiiiinenes L. Veltkamp '
Orange City ... H., Minnema.......ccomveececeiirnnanecne Rev, J. B. Hulst
Ostfriesland . E. H. Oostendosp......ccoveremns Rev. B. H. Visscher
Pacific  .ovoeveeeeeceee. . C. M. Schoolland........ccoocccoince. Rev. J. Griffioen
Pella ' H. Verduin
Rocky Mountain N. De Vries.ooooooeooie. ..Rev. J. Zwaanstra
Sioux Center ..... B. J. Haan Rev. H. Petersen
TOronto —c..ooveeeecccnmmnes L) Rev. H. Venema
Wisconsin . ooveceeeeercveereeces Rev. H. Exoo.. . Rev. M. Zylstra
Zeeland . Rev. J. H. Bruinooge
Eastern District ............ Dr. P. Hofstra........... SRR Mr. Samuel Steen
Central District ...eeeeeee Mr. L. Beré - Mr, R. Tolsma (1959)
. , . Dr. D. De Viies...........Mr, C. Van Valkenburg (1959)
Mr. G Buter el Dr. G, Heyns (1959)
Dr, E. Feenstra......coveeeceecereeneees Dr. J. Harkema (1959)
Mr. W. Waalkes... . Mr. A, Hulst
Mr, G. Tinholt.. . Mr. R. Holwerda
Midwest District -..........Mr. J. Brouwer.
Far West District . Dr. J. Hoekzema.....cocooriiacuarnenes e Mr, H, Te Velde
— Approved

1I. SYNOD APPROVE THE ELECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF.
THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BoARD OF MISSIONS .

Classis Member Alternate
Alberta North -.......... ~...Rev. G. H. Vande Riet ............ eeeenean Rev. B. Nederlof
Alberta South ................ Rev, D. J. Scholten........... . Rev. A. H. Selles
Cadillac M. Stegink... eeenen Rev. F. Einfield
California :
Chatham .
Chicago North .c.cceomee..e. . O. Breen

Chicago South ............ . C. W, Flietstra...coooomeicieeneeee Rev. S. Voortman
East Ontario .......... L A, H. St Rev, M. Vrieze
Grand Rapids East . J. H. Schaal Rev. J. Hasper
Grand Rapids South ..Dr. R. Wierenga --Rev, D, ]J. Hoitenga
Grand Rapids West ....Rev. R. O. De Groot.........coomme... Rev. A, A. Koning
Hackensack .coocceeiireeceees Rev. E. Bradford......cccoeicennnsns S Rev, C. Vos
Hamilton ... . J. M, Dykstra

Holland . 'L. Qostendorp Rev. M. J. Vanderwerp
Hudson . R, Evenhuis.,...ccornmeeeriimncs Rev. N. Vander Zee
Kalamazoo .cceececceeacinnne Rev. O. Holtrop . Rev. T. Yif
Minnesota North ........... Rev. M. Keuning.oooovooooocrel Rev.-J. G. Lont
Minnesota South Rev. J. A, Hoeksema....cocoorverieiicininnenns Rev, J. Rubingh
Muskegon .......... . -.Rev. A. Poel h

Orange City .. -Rev. J. B. Hulst
Ostfriesland ... reemmremennes Rev. P, Holtrop Rev. R. Graves
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Classis Member Alternate
Pacific oo Rev. P. De Jong.iemrmnrarneeaneca Rev. J. A. Petersen
Pella ool Dr. P. Y. De Jong Rev. W. Vande Kieft
Rocky Mountain ............ Rev. H. N. Erfimeyer........ ... Rev. H. Visscher
Sioux Center ... :
Toronto .....ccccveeeeen- N Rev. R. Groeneboer....c......ccouuiermocnen Rev. H. W, Kroeze
Wisconsin .Rev. P. Vander Weide.....cvooeeiic Rev. C. Ter Maat:
Zeeland eeeceiveveeeecneee.Rev, F, M, Huizenga '
‘Member-at-large ... Dr. R. De Mol..ooooiiiiiiiiieceeeaes General Alternate:
T Dr. E. Y, Monsma.....ccccooeeieeceeicen. My, J. Van Dellen
» Mr. J. T. Daverman

—Approved

III. SyNop APPROVE THE ELECTION oF THE FoLLOWING MEMBERS OF
THE GENERAL ComMMITTEE FOR HoME MissioNs

Classis Member ‘ Alternate
Alberta North .........c.... Rev. R, Kooistra e Rev. B. Boerkoel
Alberta South ... . R, Stare Rev. J. W. Van Stempvoort
Cadillac  ....... ..Rev. W. Huyser. ....Rev. H. Bultje
California ......occovereeemnnne. . J. F. Hollebeek..........occooceeeee Rev. B. Huizenga
Chatham ....c.occceeieeeieecee . J. Vande Kieft...ooooooooiii. Rev. K. Hart
Chicago North ... ...Rev. H. Leestma......ccocceeemnecniieaieancencees Rev. G. Zylstra
Chicago South ... . M. Ouwinga....c....ccoc. ..Rev. W. Buursma
East Ontario ... . A, Schaafsma............. .Rev. P, M. Jonker
Grand Rapids East ........ Rev. G. Vander Hill..............] Rev. J. A. Mulder
Grand Rapids South ...Rev. H. Vander Kam............c..... Rev. E. B. Pckelder
Grand Rapids West ...... Rev. L. Van Drunen........ S Rev. W, Swierenga
Hackensack  ooeooceeceneee. Dr. G. Stob..... Rev. E. Jabaay
Hamilton  coocereereccreeenes Rev. A. Persenaire........o.ccooveoeiiiiiiicl Rev. C. Spoelhof
Holland ... Rev. J. A. De Kruyter...........c.ccceeee Rev. J. T. Hoogstra
Hudson ... ..Rev. S. H. Rooy... Rev. E. Boer
Kalamazoo ............. Rev. J. Entingh.....cooniioe. Rev. H.- Guikema

Minnesota North ............ Rev. J. L. Bult )
Minnesota South ... Rev. J. Elenbaas...c.oocoioieriiaiiee Rev. C. Steenstra
‘Muskegon . R. W. Bronkema
Orange Gity .....ccccocennnes Rev. A. Baker............ Rev. R. De Haan
Ostfriesland  .coooooeeecennees Rev. E. D. Dykema.....ccccoieerrecmaence.e Rev. R. Graves
Pacific oo Rev. F. W. Van Houten.......coccvveeeeenn.. Rev. W. Verwolf
" Pella Rev. T, De VEies. oo eeeeeeee e Rev. E. Cooke
Rocky Mountain ............ Rev. J. Meppelink. Rev. H. Roelofs
Sioux Center ......cc.cooeen- Rev. H. Petersen
Toronto ....cecoeiviiricrimnnicas F. Guillaume. Rev. H. Hollander
~ Wisconsin - R. Opperwall......cooceiimiieineees Rev. L. Hofman
Zeeland ooooioiioieie A T O Rev. G. Haan
Members-at-laige Alternates Terms
J. Boeve ......... cemernveneiene Dr. E. Kuizema... 19571960
F, Oldemulders ............ T. HoeKSEMa....noeeeeeeeeeeemeeeeeeeeeeeee e 18955-1958

C. Van Malsen ..... R, Dykema...oioinii 1956~-1959
. — Approved.



T T T o

Pl

S

=

R

e

Ern ot g e e
ET T A

e

TN I e e R T T [ S NN NN

Acts oF SyNop, 1957 113

IV. SyNop Arprove THE ELECTION oF THE FOLLOWING SyNODICAL
DELEGATES FOR EXAMINATION

Classis Member Alternate

Alberta North ........... Rev. J. Hanenburg.......ooroivimruccaenns Rev. G. Van Laar
Alberta South ... Rev. P. J. Hoekstra......cooovoceecenicnacd Rev. D. J. Scholten
Cadillac Rev. H. Vanderaa... Rev. I, D. Couwenhoven
California  cooevnveece REVL Jo PUbL e Rev. J. Daane
Chatham ..o Rev. W. Hekman

Chicago North ... Rev. A, Brinke..ooo Rev. R, J. Frens
Chicago South _............. . S. ' Rev. C. O. Buus

Eastern Ontario r, P. Schrotenboer

Grand Rapids East ....... Rev. G. Gritter

Grand Rapids South ...Dr. W, H. Rutgers................... Rev. W. Van Peursem
Grand Rapids West ... Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel............ Rev. A, A. Koning
Hackensack ... Rev. C. Vos

Hamilton Rev. A. Persenaire.......coooceovnvincecccecennn. Rev. C. Spoelhof
Holland ..o Dr. J. T. Hoogstra......... SO Rev. S. Vroon
Hudson oo Rev. N. J. Monsma B
Kalamazoo Rev. C. Greenfield ..o Rev. J. Bouwsma
Minnesota North ........... Rev. J. L. Bult..es Rev. ]J. De Haan
Minnesota South .......... Rev. R, Veldman............. SOU RO Rev. G, S. Kok
Muskegon .oeeeecciveeeennes Rev. D. Drost
Orange City ........c......Rev. G. Vander Ark
Ostfriesland S. P. MierSma..oeereceeomeeeceeenenee Rev. B. Visscher
Pacific oo Rev. J. Griffioen ‘
Pella Dr. P. Y. De Jong il Rev. J. Olthoff
Rocky Mountain ............ Rev. H. Erffmeyer.. ... Rev, N. De Vries
Sioux Center ... ..Rev. C. Huissen....... ....Rev, C. Van Deelen
Toronto ...cecoveccecviecccernnees Rev. J. Vander Meer..ooiniieell Rev. H. Kroeze
Wisconsin ... R Rev. H. EX00.ccccomiinamreercnns Rev. B. A, Van Someren
Zeeland ..o.ooeoeciiiiee s Dr. J. H. Bruinooge....ccccoccececrucucn. Rev. F. M. Huizenga
— Approved

V. SyNop APPROVE THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS

A. Standing Committees:

1. Synodical Committee: Revs. G, Hoeksema, J. K. Van Baalcn J. C. Ver-
brugge, and Stated Clerk (ex-officio); Alternate: Rev. George Gritter.

2. Stated Clerk: Dr. R. J. Danhof (Term expires 1960); Alternate: Rev. P.
Holwerda,

3. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. Tony Noordewier; Alternate: Mr. Lester Ippel
(Term expires 1958).

4, Treasurer of Canadian Churches: My, J. Vander Vliet; Alternatc Mr.
L. Vanden Berg (Term expires 1958)

5. Representative General Commission Army and Navy Chaplains: Rev.
Harold Dekker; Alternate: Dr. George Stob.

6. Representative British and Foreign Bible Society: Rev. G, Witt; Alternate:
Rev. Joseph Vande Kieft.

7. Centennial Executive Committee: Dr. John Kromminga, Revs, Wm. Kok,
E. B. Pekelder, Dr. J. T. Hoogstra, Rev. Harold Dekker, Mr. S. T. Youngsma, Mr.
Fred Baker, Mr, Herbert Daverman. .
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8. Ecumenicitf and Correspondence with Other Churches: Drs. W. H. Rut-
gers, J. T. Hoogstra, Prof. M. Monsma, Stated Clerk {ex-officio).
- 9, Historical Committee: Dr. J. H. Kromminga, Dr. G. Stob, Dr, E. Y.
Monsma, Prof. H. J. Van Andel.
10. Transportation Committee: Mr. A. H. Andriese.

- 11, Arrangements and Mimeographing Reports for Next Synod: Dr. E. Y.
Monsma; Alternate: Mr. L. Ippel.

- 12. Representative Lord’s Day Alliance (U.S.): Rev, Clarence Vos; Alternate;
Rev. Jacob P, Smith,

13. Representative National Christian Association: Rev. A. De Kruyter; Al-
ternate: Rev. O. Breen.

14. Young Calvinist Federation of America: Rev, L. J. Dykstra, Mrs. D, Van
Halsema; Alternates: Rev. M. Goote, Mrs. R. Tiemersma.

15, Canadian Immigration Committee: Revs. P. J. Hoekstra, A. Disselkoen,
J. Gritter, C. Spoethof, J. Van Harmelen; Messrs. J. Vander Vliet, J. Vander
Velden, A. Kaemingk, H. J. Ten Hove ; Home Missionary-at-Large.

16. Korean Reformed Spiritual Relief: Dr. J. T. Hoogstra, Revs. M. Vander
Werp, J. Schuurmann; Messrs. A. Naber, E. Ver Maat.

17. Contact Committee: Rev. E. F, J. Van Halsema and Stated Clerk (ex-
officio).

18. Special Advisory and Assisting Budget Committee: Messrs. H. Hoekstra,
Frank Dieleman, William Boer, Jacob De Jager; Alternate: Mr. George Tinholt.

19. Representative Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada: Rev, R. Wildschut;
Alternate: Rev. H. Venema.

20. Pension Board of Calvin Collcgc and Seminary: Messrs. Lambert Beré
and Tony Noordewier.

21. Synodical Representative on Faith, Prayer, and Tract League: Mr. J.
Keuning.

22, Christian Reformed Resettlement Service Committee: Rev. W. Van Rees,
Dr. Lewis B. Smedes, one elder from Neland Avenue, Mayfair, Oakdale Park;
. one deacon from West Leonard,.Grandville Avenue, and Alpine Avenue, and
Stated Clerk for Synodical Gommittee.

23, Church Help Fund, Inc.; Revs. A. Baker, R. Venema, L. Bossenbroek;
Messrs. A. Engbers, M, Wiersma.

24. Representative American Bible Society: Rev. H. Bouma; Alternate: Rev.
E. S, Callender.

25, Convening Church for next Synod: Burton Heights, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

26. Sunday School Comnuttce Revs, W. Van Peursem, G. J. Rozenboom;
Miss Dena Korfker; Dr. J. L. De Beer; Mr. A, Vander Veer.

27. Sponsorship of Foreign Students: Registrar of Calvin Seminary, Dr. H. J.
Ryskamp, Prof. Harry Dekker, Prof. H. De Wit, Dr. J. T. Hoogstra, Mr, A
~ Huibregtse, one representative from the Board of Home Missions, Mr. Wallace
. Waalkes from the Board of Trustees.

28. Back to God Hour Committee: Revs. W. Kok, H, Baker, A. W. Hoogstrate,
B. J. Haan, K, Hart, J. Geels, C. O. Buus; Messrs, L. Beré, D. Evenhouse, J. Ham-

. stra, G. Zuiderveen, R, Ver Meer, A. Van Noord.

29. Synodical Tract Committee: Revs. N, L. Veltman, G. J. Rozenboom, R.
- Bronkema, Jr., H. Teitsma, J. Rickers; Messrs. R. Weldenaar, C. Dykhouse J.
De Jager, H. Hoekstra
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30. Chaplam Committee: Revs. G. Vander Kooi, R. Wezeman, D J. Hoitenga,
H. Dekker; Mr. H. Faber, Dr. W. Vander Ploeg.

31. Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration: Revs. J. O, Bouwsma, ].
Beebe, F. Handlogten; Mr. L, Heeres, Mr. J. Jonker; Alternates: Revs. D. Drost
T, Yff Messrs, Walter De Hoog, B. De Jager, G. B. Tinholt.

32; Committee on Education: Dr. G. Stob, Revs, J. E. Meeter and B. E.
Pekelder; Messrs. Sidney Van Til, G. Dykstra, M. Okkema.

33. Publication Committee: Dr. G. Goris, Revs. J. A. Mulder, W. Van Peur-
sern, N, L. Veltman; Messrs. A. Hulst, G, Hertel, J, Petersen, C. Van Valken-
burg, G. Buist. ’

— Approved

B. Fraternal Delegates:

1. Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken, the Netherlands:- Rev. J. T.
Holwerda. —— A pproved ;
Altreformierte Kirche in Germany
‘Orthodox Presbyterian Church
The Free Magyar Reformed Church
The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (General Synod)
The Korean Presbyterian Church
The Reformed Church of Japan
. The Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

The Synodical Committee is instructed to appoint the delegates named
under 2-8 above.

C. Study Committees:

1. Committee on Improvement and Revision of the Psalter Hymnal: Dr. H.
Bruinsma, Dr. D, Van Halsema and Rev. D. H. Walters Dr. W. H, Rutgers,

Professors J. De Jonge and S. Swets, Mr. M. Baas, Mr. A. Hartog, Miss Johanna
Oranje, Mrs. Trena Haan.

2. Church Order Revision: Dr. J. H. Kromminga, Prof M. Monsma, Rev.
1. Van Dellen, Dr. R. J. Danhof, Rev, R. J. Bos.

. 3. Church Ecumenicity — Orthodox Presbyterla.n Church: Revs. N, J.
Monsma, C, Vos, B, Pekelder; Mr. P. Wattez.

4, Church Ecumenicity — Reformed Presbyterian Church: Dr. W. Rutgers,
Revs. A. Brink, and C. De Haan; Mr. B. Ottenhoff.

5. Relations with the Protestani Reformed Church (De Wolf): Revs. H.
Baker, J. Weidenaar, M. Monsma, A. Persenaire; Messrs. Hero Bratt, C. Van
Malsen, C. Zylstra.

6. Bible Translation: Seminary Faculty — Old and New Testament.

7. Particular Synods: Revs, E. Oostendorp, W, Vander Haak, C. Vos, G. J-
Hoytema; Messrs. S. Van Til, J. Zoeteway, A. Sluis.

8. Liaison man between World Home Bible League and the Church: Rev.
Chester Schemper.

9. Liturgical Revision: Revs. A. Hoekema, J. Stek, J. Eppinga; Mr. W, A.
De Jong; Dr. J. Timmerman.

10. Belgic Confession Art. 36: Rev. A. B. C. Hoﬂand Dr, Paul Schrotenboer,
Rev. M, Vrieze.

11, Mission Promotion: Dr. O. Holtrop, Rev. J. A. De Kruyter, L. Oostendorp,
H. Van der Kam, Harold Dekker.

o NGO N

. - — Approved -
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The Commitiee on Appointments recommends:

That whenever members of a committee in a given area move out of
the area, the committee appoint replacements subject to the approval of
the Synodical Committee. — Approved

ARTICLE 179

Synod having come to the end of its work, Rev. N. J. Monsma, Presi-
dent of Synod, addresses Synod as follows:

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

An established custom does not only cause me to address you at this time. In
a larger measure and in a different way gratitude to our God and Father and a
sense of indebtedness to you prompt me to speak these words.

It behooves us first of all to acknowledge the good hand of our God upon us.
Considering the fact that we are undeserving of any blessing and that even the
‘best among us is lacking in ability to perform work for God, it is a marvel of His
grace that we have accomplished as much as we have. With imperfect products
we turn to God, beseeching Him that He will forgive the imperfections and
employ them for His perfect purposes, the imperfections notwithstanding.

But under God I am indebted to you, my brethren. May I assure you that
I am aware of my limitations. I am far from claiming perfection for the work
done as your presiding officer. For that reason I am happy to be able to avail
myself of this opportunity to thank you for your kind considerateness and for the
patience you have exercised, I have the impression that a brotherly spirit has
prevailed throughout our sessions — we have sought to understand and to appre-
ciate each other as brethren of the same house and called to the same task should.
I trust that you join me in thanking God for this, Indeed, all the good which
we have experienced was from God; all the evil was from ourselves.

It is impossible to mention specifically all who have made the weighty task
assigned to me the easier. However, I cannot refrain from mentioning the names
of the brethren who in the good providence of God occupied places on the plat-
form with me. All three were my friends and with all three I had the privilege
of cooperating in some capacity or another. But I feel that these assignments have
made us even more appreciative of each other, The Vice-president, Rev, John
Gritter, has been very helpful to me and generous with his valued counsel and
has in that way made my work less burdensome, Thank you, brother Gritter,
for your assistance. Throughout the sessions of Synod I have admired the diligence
and accuracy of our clerks, the Rev. John Breuker and Rev, J. T. Holwerda.
. T feel sure that the ‘Acts of this Synod, when published, will be a credit to you.

Of course, the greater part of this work was the responsibility of the First Clerk,
- the Rev, Breuker., However, I have observed with how great a willingness the
- ‘Second Clerk hag stood at his side. Allow me to express my thanks to both of
you for your diligence.

I feel that X would be remiss if I should not mention the pastor and the con-
sistory of the First Christian Reformed Church of this city for calling Synod
together and for organizing it into a body able to function. In this connection I
may not neglect the preparatory work of the Stated Clerk, Dr. R.-J. Danhof, and
the work of my brother, Dr. Edwin Y. Monsma, who, as well as.I know, is.a
man without a synodical title, but who has again, as at other times, faithfully
looked after many technical details indispensable for the smooth and efficient
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6pcration of Synod. We thank them as well as the stenographers who typed and
mimeographed the many reports with great accuracy and speed. I am sure that
you would think it ill of me if I should neglect to mention Mr. A. Leeuwen and

" his staff for their care for us and the tasty as well as nounshmg meals provided.

What would this Synod have done without their devoted services.

With gladness I make mention of the many labors performed and reports
rendered to this Synod by boards and committees. These were labors of love.
The secretaries or reporters of these bodies have done their utmost in supplying
Synod with necessary information and proposals. I wish to express my sincere
gratitude to all of them. Similarly, I would make mention-of the work and the
advice so unstintingly given by President Kromminga and by President Spoelhof,
as well as by the professors of the Seminary. I am certain, brethren, that Synod
has appreciated your interests and good offices. To our advisory committees and
especially to their chairmen and reporters I should like to express my deep ap-
preciation. Brethren, you have labored much and long. Without your diligent
application to the problems assigned to you Synod would have been unproductive.

In every Synod we see as it were the work of the Christian Reformed Church
concentrated. In rapid succession we see the work of the church pass before view—
the work pertaining to public worship, to education, to missions, to publications -
and the like. That is uswal and occurs cvery year, However, this Synod bore a

-very special character, one so special that the like is not to occur until 100 years

from this date. Indeed, the work assigned to us was important and resolutions
adopted were in some cases determinative for the future, But this has been called
“the Centennial Synod.” In this address to you I shall not seek to dwell upon the
significance of that fact as it pertains to us ad intra. However, I must make
mention of the significance of this “Centennial Synod” as it pertains to us ad exira.
This “Centennial Synod” has been most unusual and most beautiful in that we
were privileged to receive more fraternal delegates from sister churches and
churches akin to us than, I think, any Synod in our history. According to
information our Stated Clerk kindly gave me, no less than 15 denominations
sent delegates or representatives to us. With only one exception every conti-
nent of the globe was represented. Delegates came not only from our own
countries, Canada and the United States, but likewise from South Africa, the
Netherlands, Australia and New Zcaland, Indonesia, Japan, Ceylon, Korca, and
Scotland. Moreover, telegrams or letters of congratulations were received from
such distant places as Ireland, Argentina, the Netherlands, South Africa, and
Korea. Indeed, this Synod bore more of an ecumenical character than any pre-
ceding assembly. The fact that we could and actually did join with these brethren
in prayer and thanksgiving to God; that we conversed with these brethren and
were able to enter into each other’s work and problems; that bonds of spiritual
unity were established or renewed and strengthened; that with greater faith and
cmphasis our hearts responded to the creed, “I belicve a holy catholic church®”;
all this and much more filled our hearts with joy and gratitude to God. With
Peter upon the Mount of Transfiguration we might be inclined to utter the wish
to construct tents in this place and to abide here,

But nay, we cannot abidc here. God has far better things in store for us. We
must all return to our continents and lands and to our fields of labor to work—to
work hard and diligently not for any earthly resting place, but for that heavenly
place of rest, and therefore, for the coming of the Kingdom of God and of His
Christ. Brethren, in that realm the true and abiding ecumenicity of the Church
will come to full and perfect development and expression. In that realm there will
be no “centennials” for there time will be no more. There we shall ever be with
the Lord, which is very far better—better even than thlS “centennial” and “ecu-
menical” Synod.
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And now, brethren, may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spmt be with you all! Farcwell' God be
. w1th you and cause His light to shine upon you.

The Vice-President, Rev. ]. Gritter, responds as follows:
MgR. PrESIDENT:

We thank our God concerning you for the grace which was given you in behalf
of the Christian Reformed Church Synod of 1957. Long before this body was
convened it was apparent that its work would be of more than ordinary im-
portance, not only because it would be the Centennial Synod, but even more
because of the important issues placed on its agenda. It was plain that calm,
clear-cut, positive, and careful leadership woud be greatly needed. .

In this need the Synod of 1957 turned to you. With the help of God you rose
to the occasion, The Lord graciously endowed you with such qualities as were
necessary to fill this wcighty assignment. Your insight into synodical procedure,

- your poise, your fairness and patience, and withal your positive leadership, have
been evident to all. The Synod has fared well with you as its president.

We thank God and we thank you, and we trust that the Lord will continue to
use you for the welfare of His Church.

ARTICLE 180

Synod’s work is done. The delegates rise while the President expresses
the deep gratitude of each heart to God for His mercies and faithfulness.
..Synod stands adjourned and we bid one another farewell.

Note: The minutes which had not previously been approved were read °
in the presence of the committee appointed for that purpose and ap-
proved. (See Article 162)

REV. N. J. MONSMA, President

REV. JOHN GRITTER, Vice-President
REV. JOHN BREUKER, First Clerk

REV. JOHN T. HOLWERDA, Second Clerk

Attested a true Copy
DR. R. J. DANHOYF, STATED CLERK

Denominational Building
2850 Kalamazoo Ave. SE
Grand Rapids 8, Michigan
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; No. 1 — Divorce and Remarriage Decision

5 We urgently request the Synod to declare that the Synod of 1956 erred in its
;3" _ decisions re Divorce and Remarriage, since its decisions are in serious conflict
¥ with the explicit declaration of Article 31 of the Church Order, which declares:
7 “Whatever may be agreed upon by majority vote shall be consxdered settled and
;‘ binding,* unless it be proved to conflict: with the Word of God . . . ..

? Grounds:

g

;’ 1. There is not the remotest evidence in the Acts of Synod of 1956 that any
¢ study committee, advisory commitiee, or any delegate to that Synod produced
i proof that the traditional stand of our Christian Reformed Church re Divorce and
% Reémarriage is in-“conflict with the Word of God.”

é 2. The Study Committee on Divorce and Remarriage has carefully formulated

its advice, and has demonstrated that the traditional stand of the Christian Re-
- formed Church rests upon the “cumulative and inferential argumentation” from
the Holy Scriptures. The argumentation of the Study Committee is of equal
validity with that which supports our doctrine and practice of Infant Baptism.
Reformed theologians will grant that no specific text can be cited which declares
that the church -shall baptize infants, yet that the doctrine is solidly grounded
in the Scripture, and that because the “cumulative and inferential argumentation”
establishes this precious doctrine. In like manner the traditional position of our
denomination re Divorce and Remarriage is firmly grounded in the Scripture.

3. Should Synod allow the specious argumentation of the Study Commi:tce on
- Marital Relations to persuade us to uphold the decision of 1956, there is no
guarantee for us as a2 denomination that should a group arise to agitate against our
traditional stand of Infant Baptism, that another future Synod would declare
that there is “no substantial and conclusive Scriptural evidence” for infant baptism.
If such biblicistic argumentations are allowed to go unchallenged, any historic
stand may be abandoned because there is no specific text which literally declares
‘“Thou shalt,” or “Thou shalt not.”

i)
]
&

v

S P

/

We therefore petition Synod to declare:

a. That Synod of 1956 erred in its decisions regarding Divorce and Remarriage.

o i A o

proven to be out of harmony with the Word of God, and that it is therefore to
be adhered to until “substantial and conclusive evidence” is produced that our
traditional stand is unscriptural.

The Consistory of the First Christian

Reformed Church of Oskaloosa, Towa,
John Bruxvoort, Vice-Pres.
C. Louwsma, Clerk

Done in Consistory -

\ January 21, 1957.

b. That the Synod of 1957 declares that the traditional stand has not been °
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No. 2 — Remarriage of Divorced Persons

Classis Grand Rapids South protests against the 1956 decision with respect to
the remarriage of divorced persons (found on p. 59 of the Acts of Synod; also
p. 118 A, 2 and 3) and overtures the Synod of 1957 to rescind it.

Grounds:

The Synod of 1956 has failed to prove its position. The well-established prin-
ciple that when people who have been instructed in the principles of the Christian
religion and who accordingly understand the implications of the marriage-vow,
nevertheless enter into an adulterous marriage-relationship, they are, if they
continue in that relationship, not only-living in adultery but are in addition for-
feiting the right of membership in the church, is a deeply rooted conviction among
our people. The Synod of the Christian Reformed denomination has repeatedly
taken this stand and has also in the past officially adopted inferential evidence
from Scripture in support of this position (Rom. 7:1-3; 1 Cor. 7:39; Prov. 28:13,
etc., see Acts of the Synod of 1947, pp. 65-69). Already the Synod of 1908 spoke
of a “living in adultery” and pronounced that people who are guilty of this sin
cannot be members of the church. Other denominations have made similar
pronouncements. Thus, the church of the Nazarenes speaks of a “living in adultery,”
and the Evangelistic Synod of Missouri (Lutherans) speaks of the necessity of
“forsaking such an adulterous union.” (See Agenda I, 1936, pp. 50, 51; pp. 75-82.)

Certainly the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church has no right, by means:
of a bald pronouncement, a statement lacking every bit of officially adopted
scriptural support, to overthrow the historical position of the church, thereby
creating confusion, lowering the bars of discipline, giving tacit approval to that
which has always been considered sinful conduct, and last but not least, weakening
the foundations of the Christian home.

Classis Grand Rapids South,
Rev. S. A. Werkema, S.C,

No. 3 — Clarification on Divorce and Remarriage Decision

Since the Synod of 1956 has altered our historic position on Divorce and Re-
marriage, Classis Sioux Center respectfully requests Synod to clarify our present
position in respect to the following:

1. Is the remarriage of a party unbiblically divorced merely a sinful act, or does
it constitute a sinfu] relationship? )

2. If it constitutes a sinful relationship, just when and how does this sinful
relationship cease?

Furthermore, we humbly request Synod to furnish substantial and conclusive
Scriptural evidence for the position taken in regards the questions submitted above.

Grounds:

1. To remove confusion in the minds of our people.

2. To make a more cffective and united witness in our preaching and teaching
against the evils of divorce and sinful remarriage.

3. To promote a more unified application of discipline in our treatment of these
evils.

Classis Sioux Center,
G. B, Dokter, S. C.
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No. 4 — Rescind “Handopening”

Classis Pacific overtures Synod to eliminate the practice of “Handopening” in
the sense of “permission to call a minjster” except in the case of the first call
after organization.

Grounds:

1. Every church has an inherent right to call a2 minister,

2. “Handopening” is 2 thing of the past, as no church any more extends its
open hand to the government for a donation toward the minister’s salary as was
required or-practiced when this custom originated.

3. Each case of a small or needy church will be brought to Classis for special
attention anyway in connection with FNC.
‘ Classis Pacific,
B. T. Haan, 8. C.

No. 5 — Denominational Television Program
Classis Hudson recommends to the Synod of 1957 the following:
That a study be made of the desirabilify of a nationwide, denominationally
sponsored and produced television program.
7 Classis Hudson, .
Rev. F. L, Netz, Stated Clerk

No. 6 — Denominational Diaconate

. Classis Hackensack overtures Synod of 1957 to organize a denominational
diaconate, so that the church may promptly carry out the work of mercy when
there is a regional, national or international need.

Grounds:

1. There is no existing denominational organization to function promptly when
unusual needs arise, (e.g. flood, wind or earthquake disasters; also the present
refugee needs). .

2. The church is called to exercise mercy to those geographically removed from
it as well as those nearby. The admonition to the Corinthians to take offerings
for the poor in Jerusalem is good evidence of this.

3. It would seem logical that those who have been ordained to the office of
deacon should function in this capacity.

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, S. C.

No. 7 — Editor of Sunday School Materials

Classis Hackensack overtures Synod to appoint a full-time Editor for Sunday
school materials—a person well-trained in knowledge of the Bible and in edu-
cational psychology, and with ample experience in practical Sunday school work.
This editor would develop further our Christian Reformed line of Sunday school
papers. |

Grounds:

1. The growth of churches and Sunday schools, in thc established mission
communities, creates demand for more and better materials.
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2. The fine progress made in revising present papers must be continued and
new materials must be provided, to meet youth’s need for the Word.

3. At present the post of editor is a part-time position. This arrangement does
not -allow sufficient time of the editor to prosecute vigorously the development of
our Sunday school materials,

4. Appointment of a full-time editor-in-chief and the resulting enhancement of
Christian Reformed papers will aid immensely in obtaining wider use of our own
papers by our denomination,

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, S. C.

No. 8 — Study Commiittce Restrictions

Classis Hackensack respectfully overture Synod of 1957 to remove the restrictions
placed by the Synods of 1954 and 1955 on the committee appointed to study and
revise the formulary for the Lord’s Supper. The restriction referred to is that
contained in the following instruction: “No extensive revision or abbreviation of
" our beautiful and well-rounded Form for the Lord’s Supper shall bc made.” (Acts,
1954, Art. 101, p. 51; Acts, 1955, Art. 93, p. 57).

Grounds:

1. Such restrictions are not necessary since it is the prerogative of Synod to
reject any more or less extensive revision that the committee may conceivably
propose.

2, Tt is the better manifestation of humility in regard to its work of the past
and of courage in regard to its work of the future for the church to grant at least
the possibility that extensive revision of the present formularies may be necessary
or salutary. It is, furthermore, contrary to the reformation spirit for the church
officially to exclude beforechand the possibility of extensive improvement of its
man-made formulations.

3. A committee appointed to a task of revision should be given freedom to
address its task with its best mind and abilities, utilizing the best materials at its
command, without previously defined restrictions, letting Synod then be the judge
of its labors, either approving or rejecting them.

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, S. C.

.No. 9— Home Missions Adminstration

Classis Hackensack overtures the Synod of 1957, pursuant to the decision of
the Synod of 1956—rejecting the proposed Regional Missionaries Plan—to. take
steps to improve the administration of our Home Missions effort and to resolve
some of the problems which prompted the proposal of the Regional Missionaries
Plan (cf. Acts, 1956, p. 99, and pp. 200-203), and proposes that the following
steps be taken:

1. That Synod take note of the judgment of the Synod of 1956 that, in order
to remove “the difficulties and deficiencies of the present Home Missions opera-
tions,” it would be better “if the function of the M-a-L were so zonceived that
more attertion and effort could be given to policy and administrative direction
than to extended itinerant work,” and that therefore Synod instruct the M-a-L
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and the Executive Committee for Home Missions to conduct and supervise the
work of the M-a-L in keeping with this judgment.

Grounds:

a. The extensive itinerant work heretofore expected of the M-a-L is too exacting,
and too scattering of the M-a-L’s effort to, allow for the most effective discharge
of his strategic task.

b. The services of an M-a-L, whose full-time office has relation to our total
denominational Home Missions effort, are too valuable to be dissipated in extended
routine itinerant work. Most of the contact the M-a-L is expected to maintain
with' missionaries and fields can be carried out by correspondence and regular
reports. Itineraries of the M-a-L should be few, selective, and prompted by special
needs.

c. Since the M-a-L is engaged full time in work relating to our total deno-
minational Home Missions effort, and may, by reason of training and experience,
be thought to have exceptional competence in Home Missions idea and practice,
he should be given larger scope in planning and proposing Home Missions policy
and strategy and in providing for effective organization and administration of our
denominational Home Missions program.

2. That the office of the Secretary for Home Missions (cf. Acts, 1947, Art. 109,
p. 60), be abolished, and that a lay person (man or woman) be engaged for
secretarial functions of the General Home Missions office, as in the case of the
Foreign Missions office.

Grounds:

a. It does not make for sound and effective Home Missions policy and adminis-
tration to have two full-time ordained men share in the executive direction and
control of the Home Missions program. In fact, the position of the Secretary of
Missions in the Executive Committee, and the relatively non-itinerant character
of his work, tends to give to his office much of the character of Executive Secretary,
and to make the office of the M-a-L correspondingly more itinerant.

b. There is no need for an additional ordained functionary—the Secretary of
Missions—to “carry on preaching and speaking engagements in the churches to
the interest of the Home Missions cause.” This can very adequately be done by
Home Missionaries in various areas, the ijtinerant Home Missionary (ies), the
M-a-L, and by the ministers of our churches.

c. The secretarial character of the work of a ‘“Secretary” of Missions-corre-
spondence, record keeping, filing, mimeographing, and mailing of reports, etc.—
does not require a person ordained to the ministerial office. '

3. That the General Home Missions Committee and the M-a-L be instructed to
study and propose how the office of the M-a-L may be best defined so as to provide
for most effective administration of our Home Missions effort, and that study be
made of the advisibility of changing the title of this office to “Director of Home
Missions.”

Grounds:

A study of Home Missions administration is necessary in view of :

a. The greatly enlarged and still expanding character of our Home Missions
efforts.

b. The difficulties and deficiencies of present Home Missions operations which
prompted the recommendation of administration alteration in the direction of the
Regional Missionaries Plan.

c. The expressed judgment of the Synod of 1956 that the function of the M- a-L
should be conceived as other than merely itinerant.

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, S.C.
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No. 10 — Aid to Local Churches

Classis Hackensack overtures the Synod of 1957 to rescind 5-b of the Rules
bearing on “The Scope of Church Extension—Aid to Local Churches,” which
reads: “When local churches undertake or propose to undertake a mission project
which they are not able to carry on alone, they may solicit the aid of the Home
Missions Committee according to the rules of the Home Missions Order. The
Home Missions Committee upon investigation shall advise the local churches how
to’ proceed, and if Home Missions Commitiee aid is needed this shall be proposed
by the Home Missions Committee to the next forthcoming Synod. Each request or
proposal shall be adjudged on the basis of its own merits; nor shall Synod be bound
by any precedent or rule that Home Missions Committee aid is to be given to any
church requesting it.” (Acts, 1951, Art. 62, p. 25).

Grounds:

. This rule is not wise since it is too easily subject to abuse. The mere existence
of this rule encourages churches to seek synodical funds to assist in carrying on a
parish program when this is neither warranted nor necessary.

2. As a general rule it ought rather to be maintained that no church is called
upon to, nor should undertake to, carry on an effort which is beyond its competence
in respect to available personnel and finances. When the work exceeds the com-
petence of a local church, the work should be undertaken by a larger agency, a fact
which the forementioned rules recognize (Ibid., cf, 4b and 5a of the same rules).

3. This rule makes it possible for churches to by-pass other agencies, such as
local church groups and Classes, and look to synodical funds to carry on local
efforts. To the contrary, local initiative, and local responsibility, ought to be more
fully encouraged.

4. This rule is not necessary. If urgent situations do exist which require the
intervention of a synodical agency, Synod always has the right and power, for
adequate reasons, to make decisions it deems proper and necessary.

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, S.C.

No. 11 — Home Missions Policy and Practice

Classis Hackensack overtures the Synod of 1957 and the General Home Missions
Committee to re-examine carefully policy and practice. with reference to the
opening of new ficlds and the purchase of property and the building of church
structures in connection with them. Classis believes that there should be clear
definition of the conditions and considerations which challenge our church to
prosecute a mission in any community, 2 delineation of goal and objective we have
in mind in beginning such work, as assessment of our ability (in terms of available
men with missionary competence and developed method) to undertake an expensive
program in any given community, careful consideration of the question whether
certain mission efforts immediately contiguous to our churches should not be left to
Classis or local groups of churches, and study of the measure of investment and
given ficld warrants or needs (including study of the feasibility and advantage of
using portable chapels). .

Grounds:

1. The experience in Oklahoma City, where the mission is in a critical situation,
and where a chapel has been built and a full-time missionary has labored for some
time, prompts serious re-examination of our mission policy and method. It is not
enough to suggest that perhaps “our church has not favored Oklahoma City and
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similar fields with the love, prayers, and intercessions to which they can rightfully

lay claim.” (The latter is quotation from a special report on Oklahoma City.)

2. There are serious questions about the very large expenditures made for a
very small number of our own families in places where the challenge is not par-
ticularly clear. Witness the weak and uncertain character of .the Champaign,
Illinois, group, and the large expenditures for properties ($55,000), in an area
already abundantly churched.

3. There is a growing restiveness in the denomination about the expenditure of
considerable effort and large sums of money for small groups of Christian Reformed
people in distant areas in the name of Home Missions. It is becoming increasingly
plain that the existence of what may be called a “nucleus” does not constitute
significant warrant for opening a field and engaging in large mission expenditures.

4. In order to evaluate and responsibly make expenditures for such fields as
Alagka it is necessary to know what is the particular urgency of this distant work,
and what objectives the church has in mind. Would it, for example, be better to
use such expenditures in fields closer to our denominational residence and existing
denominational efforts? N

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, S. C.

No. 12 — Agenda for Synod

Classis Hackensack overtures the Synod of 1957 to adopt the following directives
with reference to the preparation and distribution of the synodical Agenda:

~ 1, That Board and Committee Reports, Study Committee Reports, and Over-
tures intended for the synodical Agenda, be set in type, printed, and distributed as
soon as they are ready; that they be printed in sheet or leaflet form, in uniform
size, with perforations for inclusion in a loose-leaf note-book; and that they be
printed in type set-up that may be used for reprinting in permanent form in the
Acts, It is to be understood that Board and Committee reports will be written and
sent to the Stated Clerk as soon as the General Meeting of these Boards is con-
cluded (e.g., after the February meetings of the Board of Trustees, the Foreign
Missions Board, and the General Home Missions Committee), with supplementary
reports to follow when necessary; that Study Committee reports will be written
as soon as the study is completed, and that these and Classical and congregational
overtures will be sent to the Stated Clerk as soon as they have been duly processed.

Grounds:

a. The current late appearance of the Agenda, occasioned by the necessity of
collecting and printing a mass of material in one publication, makes it well-nigh
impossible for the church and the synodical delegates to prepare adequately for
the synodical task.

b. Completed materials are held unduly long from the church’s attention, study,
and discussion, by the present method, Overtures adopted in January or February
meetings of the Classis could, with the proposed method, be distributed in February
or March, instead of in May as at present, Study Committee reports could be
printed and distributed as soon as the Committee makes them ready, hopefully
many months in advance of the meeting of .Synod. (E.g., the Report of the Com-
mittee on the Revision of the Church Order could have been in the hands of
the church already in October or November, 1956, for action by the Synod of
1957.) ) ‘
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2. That no overtures or study reports received by the Stated Clerk after March
15 shall be taken up for decision by the next following Synod, except by special
decision of Synod on the basis of the most weighty grounds.

Grounds:

a. It is needful to discourage the growing evil of belated overtures, which come
to the atiention of synodical delegates by way of mimeographed documents
distributed at Synod, or by way of late printing in the church papers.

b. It is mot fair to delegates and it is injurious to the church to have Synod
deal with overtures, which may have far-reaching implications, without benefit of
previous careful thought and study.

3. That all Committees and Boards which find it necessary to submit supple-
mentary reports do all in their power to have these prepared for distribution at
the earliest feasible moment, and that every effort be put forth so that the new
material placed before synodical delegates in mimeographed form be reduced to an
absolute minimum. '

4. That Synod ask the churches to bear in mind that the purpose of the Agenda
is to place before the church the reports, studies, and positive proposals with which
Synod will have to deal; and that therefore the Classis, as a general rule, should
discourage counter-overtures to already submitted overtures or to Study Commlttee
recommendations.

Grounds:

The Agenda should not be used as a debating forum,

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, 8. C.

No. 13 — Immigration Matters

Classis Chatham is convinced of the great importance of continued immigration
from the Netherlands for our church, and that the church exercise a controling
influence in the placements. Hence, the Classis urges Synod not to curtajl the
work of its committee for immigration but to let it continue its work as necessary.

Classis Chatham,
Jacob Hoogland, S.C.

No. 14 — Segregation in the Churches

Classis Hackensack overtures the Synod of 1957 to adopt the following resolu-
tions relative to Segregation in the Churches, as its own and to make them known
to the churches:

The problem of segregation of races within the church is one to which the church -
must come with the Word of God. While it is true that the issue of segregation
is complicated by social and cultural traditions, especially as it applies within civic
communities, their schools and their industries, the church must follow the mandate
of God alone in respect to its own house. It may wisely learn from the counsel
given by social and civic leaders, but its policy must be dertemined exclusively by
the Word of God. As it is given grace to hear the truth, it is also called to obey
the truth and to speak it with clarity and conviction.
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Therefore, Synod declares the following statements to be the teaching of the
Word of God relative to the segregation of the races within the church. -

Y ST Ao T e

I. The Scriptures teach the solidarity of the human race.
A. AS SEEN IN MAN’S CREATION
1. God created man in His image without distinction of race. The image of

God is that which constitutes the essence of man. All men alike share that image
by virtue of their creation in Adam, ’

2. The New Testament emphasizes the unity of the human race as well as does
the Old. The apostle Paul, for instance, declares that God “hath madé¢ of one
blood all nations for to dwell on the face of the carth” (Acts 17:26).

B. AS SEEN IN THE DIVINE JUDGMENT UPON SIN

1. Al men alike are declared to be under the judgment of God. Thexe is,
therefore, a complete solidarity of the human race in sin and condemnation, No
race can claim for itself superiority over another in the sight of God. “There is
no distinction; for all have sinned . . ..” (Romans 3:23).

* 2. The so-called Hamitic Curse has no bearing upon the relationship between
colored and white peoples. There is no suggestion of evidence in the biblical
account of this curse that the Negro race was cursed because of the sin of Ham
(Genesis 9). °

C. AS SEEN IN MAN’S REDEMPTION

1. All men alike are accepted by our Lord with no qualification other than
faith and righteousness (John 3:16; Acts 10:34, 35). Therefore all men, indis-
criminate of race, who do His will are brothers and sisters (Matthew 12:50; 22;
39; Romans 15: 6, 7).

2. In Christ all earthly distinction becomes irrelevant (Col. 3:11). The new
creature in Christ is the only relevant fact about membexship in the church. The
Christian is called with Paul no longer to regard men after the flesh, but rather
after the new creature which is in Christ (2 Cor. 5:16).

3. The New Testament teaching about the Body of Christ stresses the truth that
the church'is made up of diversity in unity. There are many members, with many
¢ varying gifts, but one Body. Therefore, what God has joined together in the Body
of Christ, no man may excusably force apart. What is’ true of the spiritual
organism may not be denied of the instituted congregation. The only distinction
within the Body are those of the spiritual gifts, administrations, and functions;
;. there are no distinctions according to race (1 Cor. 12:4-12), The intimate unity
of believers brought about by a common possession of.Christ must transcend any
L ) cultural or ethnic differences among the members of the Church of Christ (cf.

P e
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e Rom, 12:4-10; 1 Cor, 12:4-27).

(f 4, The eschatological teaching of the Bible points us to the day when God
1 himself will dissolve all earthly differences within His Kingdom (Luke 13:29).
A It is the intention of our Lord to create a new race in His Kingdom. The members
L

5 will be gathered together “in one” (Eph. 1:10), as even now all are “fellow
s citizens with the saints, and of the household of God” (Eph. 2:19). What our
Lord intends to perfect in His household to come, we are obliged to strive for in
His household at present.

11. Since these seem to be the clear and irrefutable Scriptural teachings, Synod
; declares and presents for the guidance of the congregations that:
p a. Segregation within the church according to race is contrary to the entire
{ intent of the scriptural teaching regarding man and his life in the church.

b. In times when the problem of segregation has become a national issue of
profound concern, the Christian Reformed Church, in all of her congregations, has
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a calling to show by precept and example that neither official nor un-oﬂlcml segre-
gation has a place of right or respect within the church.

c. Since membership within the church involves actual participation in the full
communion of the church, as.well as a right to occupy 2 place in the pew-during
public worship, the congregations are urged to embrace within the intimate fcllow-
ship of daily life all members regardless of race or color.

d. Realizing that segregation is often enforced more by long standing practice
than by stated official policy, all churches are urged to:

1, Seek to enlighten their members with the relevant teachings of Scripture,
thereby to foster the Christian attitude toward men and fellow Christians regardless
of race or color.

2. Seck to make it clear to all races by means of active and earnest solicitation
that all who confess the faith of the church and hve the Christian llfe are embraced
within the complete fellowship of the church.

111, Synod declares that the deprivation of equal rights and opportunities in
soctety on the basis of race or color is contrary to the will of God.

a, Negroes have been deprived of rights and opportunities equal to those given
to whites, have been often relegated to a position inferior to that of whites in
social respectability. Racial prejudice leading to such social injustice is a tragic
blot on our society.

b. It is the duty of the members of the church of Chnst to be active in removing
this stain.

¢. The church is called upon to heal that which is broken and raise up that
which is fallen. Therefore, it is called to give special help and nurture to those
against whom a social injustice has been commited.

d. In the entire problem, the church should seek to possess that grace given to
Paul, who though once a proud Pharisee was able to sit at meat with Gentiles and
to speak of them as “beloved in the Lord.”

Synod humbly offers these resolutions as a statement drawn from and based
upon the Word of God in response to the challenge of our times, We are called
as a church to transcend the prejudices of individuals and the traditions of sections
of the people. We are called to seek the unity of believers which was created in
Christ Jesus. We are called to seck this unity first within our own houschold.
To this end we are zealously prayerful that these resolutions will be carried forward
into the sustained and consecrated practice of our churches everywhere.

Grounds:

1. The problem of racial segregration is not confined to a single congregation
or classis, but it is an issue on which many churches in many places have need
of guidance.

2. It provides the Synod with an opportunity to speak on a vital issue involving
the Christian conscience in 2 matter with direct and immediate bearing upon the
life of the church.

3. It provides Synod w1th an opportunity to speak with the Word of God before
the world on a vital issue which has been disturbing the conscience of our society
for many years.

4. It is the duty of the church to address such issues as this with courage and
* conviction, clarity and consistency, from the Word of God.

Classis Hackensack,
B. Bruxvoort, S. C.
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No. 15— Denominational TV Program

. Classis Hackensack overtures Synod of 1957 that a study be made of the possi-
bility of a nation-wide, denominationally sponsored and produced television
program,

Classis Hackensack,

B. Bruxvoort, S. C.

No. 16 — Examination for Candidacy

Whereas Mr. Paul C. H. Szto, S.T.M., is requesting the Synod of 1957 to
examine him for candidature for the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church,
Classes Hackensack and Hudson overture Synod to accede to this request and to
waive the requirement of a year’s study at our own Seminary in this particular
case and to declare Mr. -Szto a candidate if he passes the examination successfully.

The Classes urge Synod to consider this matter before the preparatory examinations

are conducted,

Information and Grounds: In considering the above overture Synod should take
note of the following: (Sec “Work among the Chinese in New York City,” in
supplementary report of General Committee for Home Missions,)

1. Mr. Szto is a2 member in full communion and in good and regular standing
of the Third Christian Reformed Church of Paterson, N. J.

2. Mr, Szto is at present a full-time missionary worker among the Chinese living
in metropolitan New York for the General Committee for Home Missions.

3. Mr. Szto has been licensed to exhort by Classes Hackensack and Hudson and
according to reports he is able to edify our churches in their public worship
services.

4, Effective work among the Chinese in our land and the possible organization
of Christian Reformed churches among them as well as the proper care of such
churches make the ordination of Mr. Szto necessary.

5. Mr. Szto’s academic training and degrees qualify him for submission to the
preparatory examination of Synod. He obtained his college education in China
and all of his theological training in our country. No less than five years were spent
by him at Westminster Theological Seminary — three of these in under-graduate

‘work and two in post-graduate. He holds a master’s degree in theology and' has

practically completed his residence work for a doctor’s degree at Union Seminary
in New York. :

6. The resolution of Synod requiring that a person submitting to an examination
for candidature study in part the final year of his training at our own institution
was based upon the consideration that it is difficult to determine the Reformed
character of many theological seminaries of our land (see Acts 1900, p. 32; 1922,
p. 12; 1924, p. 38). Mr. Szto has taken practically 2ll of his work at the West-
minster Theological Seminary, and there is no ‘reason to doubt the Reformed
character and soundness of this institution.

- 7. Mr. Szto subscribes to the Confessional Standards of the Christian Reformed
Church and is acquainted with its history and practices. Without scruples he has
been happy to adjust himself to the Christian Reformed Church and fecls at home
in it.

8. Mr. Szto is working among the Chinese in our land and expects to devote

_his entire life to this work. He has become a United States citizen by naturalization.

(Classis Hackensack did not adopt this ground. R. J. D., Stated Clerk.)
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It appears that the facts stated above warrant Synod to admit Mr. Szto to the
preparatory examination and to make an exception to the rule of requiring a year's
study at our Seminary. As in the case of the Rev. E. S. Callender, the exceptional
character of Mr. Szto’s case need not set an undesirable precedent for more
ordinary cases. '

Respectfully submitted,

Classis Hudson, F. L. Netz, S. C.
Classis Hackensack, B. Bruxvoort, S. C.

No. 17 — Representatives to Non-Denominational Boards

Classis Toronto respectfully requests Synod to adopt a uniform ruling regarding
the appointment of liaison representatives to non-denominational boards and com-
mittees that are recommended for financial support.

Grounds:

1. Liaison representatives are now appointed only to some boards, such as:
World Home Bible League; Faith, Prayer and Tract League; The Lord’s Day
Alliance of the United States; the British and Foreign Bible Society, etc.

2. Giving approval for financial support also entails a2 measure of responsibility
for the policies adopted by such boards, committees, and organizations.

‘3. Failure to adopt a uniform rule might be regarded as discriminatory.
) R. Wildschut, S. C,

No. 18 — Reconsideration of Decision

Classis Toronto with disappointment took notice of the synodical decision,
mentioned in Acts of Synod 1956, Art. 151, III, Reports of Synodical Examiners
(Special Matters), B, Recommendation 2, reading as follows:

“Regarding the recommendation of the Synodical Examiners of Classes Grand
Rapids South, Holland, and Hamilton (Revs. W. H. Rutgers, J. Beebe, and A.
"Persenaire) to Classis Chatham, that Mr. James Joosse ‘be given the right to
exhort’ with a view to entrance into the gospel ministry of the Christian Reformed
Church via Art. 8 of the Church Order: Your committee recommends that Synod
approve the action of the Synodical Examiners. We call the attention of Synod to
the fact that the advice of the examiners is ‘somewhat out of the ordinary,’ ac-
cording to their own words.” Rejected

Classis Toronto urgently requests of Synod to reconsider the matter concerned,
and to render it possible for Mr. Joosse to enter into the gospel ministry via Art. 8
of the Church Order.

Grounds:

1. Classis holds the opinion that, in consideration of the official recommendation
of Synodical Examiners, only exceptional and most important reasons may induce
a Synod to reject such a recommendation. Therefore Classis has serious objection
against the fact that the above mentioned decision containg nothing more than
the word “rejected,” without any reason being given.

2. Though it may be true that the advice of Synodical Examiners was ‘somewhat
out of the ordinary,’ because -Art. 8 is not the normal way to enter into the gospel
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mlmstry, yet Classis rcgards Art. 8 as a good way and it knows of no Synod which
in the past has deleted or discontinued this article,

R. Wi]cischut, S. C.

No. 19 — Membership in Neutral Labor Unions

Classis Toronto, having taken note of the answer which the 1956 Synod gave
to Classes Hamilton and Eastern Ontario (who, with their own grounds and formu-
lation, requested Synod to declare that there is no proper place in, that our
members should not be members of, the existing neutral labor unions)—while
Classis Toronto is somewhat encouraged by some of the expressions made in the

" seven resolutions, yet it is not entirely satisfied. It humbly requests Synod to rescind

resolutions 3 and 6 because they not only suggest another avenue of so-called
Christian action in the labor area than do the other resolutions, but- obviously, do
not unequivocally declare that a church member should not be a membcr of a
neutral labor organization,

Therefore, inasmuch as the 1956 Synod did not categorically answer the over-
tures of Classes Hamilton and Eastern Ontario, Classis Ontario anew, on the basis
of the grounds and pattern suggested by both classes last year, asks Synod to
declare that our members should not be members of the existing neutral labor
organizations. We add these considerations:

a. The 1936 Synod already in some of the resolutions not in question stated
that the so-called neutral labor organizations often deny the Word of God in
practice and that thus a believer cannot fully profess his faith in them.

b. Our church surcly ought to bring the antithesis into reality in its decisions.
Compare Matt. 12:30 and 2 Cor. 6:14-17.-

R. Wildschut, S. C,

No. 20 — Full-time Denominational Appointments

Classis QCadillac respectfﬁlly overtures Synod to exercise patrticular care in the
creation of any new full-time offices on the denominational level.

Grounds:

. 1. Faithful stewardshlp of kmgdom funds requires that adrmmstratlve ex-
penditures be kept to an effective minimum.

2. There is a present trend toward the creation of such offices, e.g. last year one
office was created, and now the creation of two more is being suggested to Synod.

Classis Cadillac,
Rev. I. D. Couwenhoven, S.C.

No. 21 — Lodgism

Classis Sioux Center overtures Synod in this our Centennial Year to reaffirm
our historic position on lodgism as adopted by the Synod of the year 1900. We

would urge Synod to present to our denomination in official translation the report
signed by Rev. ]J. Groen and make provision for its dlsmbutmn throughout the
church.
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- Grounds:

1. The question of lodgism was a determinative factor in the origin of our
denomination.

2. Recently voices have been raised that must give the church cause for watchful
concern.

Classis Sioux Center,
Derke P. Bergsma, S. C.

No. 22 — Method of Promoting Missions

Classis Sioux Center overtures Synod to appoint a committee to study the
legitimacy of our present method of promoting missions.

Ground :

- The present method of promoting missions indicates that confusion exists in the
minds of our people re the fact that missions is not a kingdom project but is
strictly the work of the church.

-1, This confusion is manifested in the CRB of Missions which has turned over
in part the promotional aspect of missions to the Women’s Missionary Unions; in
our membership in general which has countenanced the activity of the WMU and
is working towards the organization of Children’s Missionary Unions and Men’s.

- Missionary Unions (Societies); and more particularly, in those congregations
which have mission societies within the church.

2. Three examples of Reformed thinking on this subject arc:

a. Dr. J. H, Bavinck writes: *. . .missions may not be the work of a society
but . . . they are the responsibility of the Church.” The Impact of Christianity
on the Non-Christian World, page 15.

~b. Dr. S, Volbeda in notes on the “principles of Missions” said that the dgents
of mission work are, first and primarily, Christ the incarnate Son of God, but
secondarily and subordinately, the Church, the body of Christ, as His co-worker.

c. Dr. H. N. Ridderbos writes: “Want de ekklesia . . . is . . . de vergadering
dergenen, die als het orgaan van de basileia geroepen worden tot . . . de missionaire
taak van de prediking van het evangelic in heel de wereld.” De Komst van het
Koninkrijk, page 308.

3. The mission task belongs to the church, that is, the congregation as duly
constituted under a consistory. Since part of the mission task is its promotional
aspect, the Church as Institute is responsible for this work.

4. According to Reformed principles there is no room for ‘a society (societies)
in the church to promote and work for missions. It is the task of the church as
Institute and thus of all its members, not of a few. It is not a kingdom project,
as e.g., the Christian school movement, but is strictly the work of the church.

Classis Sioux Center,
Derke P. Bergsma, S. C.

- No.-23 — Seminary in Nigeria

~ Classis Sioux Center,»having ‘been apprised of the problem relative to the
proposed theological school at Gindiri, wishes to go on record as being opposed
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to thc unified eﬁ'ort of theological tralmng in one seminary of mtcrdenommatxonal
character.

While we recognizc the need for unified action pertaining to the national or

_ political problems such as may arise, we cannot and may not compromise our

doctrinal and ecclesiastical principles,

Classis Sioux Center,
Derke P. Bergsma, S. C.

No. 24 — Immigration Policy

Clasgsis Alberta South ovcrtures Synod to decide that the present immigration
policy be continued.

Classis Alberta South,
. Ring Star, S. C.

No. 25 — Immigration Field Men

Classis Alberta South overtures Synod to drop its request made in 1954 and
repeated in 1955 and 1956 “to work toward the elimination of the Fieldmen as

employees of the Church” (Acts page 22, 4-C-1, 1954; 17-3-b, 1955; and
11-3-1956).

Reasons:

1. By eliminating the Fieldmen as employees of the Church would mean to
eliminate them altogether tor there is no other source of income from which to
remunerate them for their labor. And if the Ficldmen should drop out of the
setup our whole present immigration work would be thrown into confusion, all
our gains in this field would be lost. Moreover, it is not the. work of the Ministers
and/or the Home Missionaries.

2. It is a necessary Kingdom work which belongs .to the domain of the whole
church. The church as an organistn cannot undertake it but only when organized
can it take hold of this task. There is no other agency to which the church can
commtit this most important work,

3. Synod never gave any reasons why the church should not perform this work.

Classis Alberta South,
Ring Star, S.C.

No. 26 — Publication of Report on Lodgism,

That Synod address itself to the franslation of the Report in the Matter of
Secret Societies, which appears in its original form in the Holland language as
written by the Secretary of that Synod Committee, the late Rev. Johannes Groen.

(Compare the Acts of Synod of 1900, Supplement 10. Also referred to in the
Banner of January 11, 1957).

Furthermore, that this forthcoming Synod prepare this translated report in
pamphlet form for distribution in our churches.
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Grounds:
1. The matter of Secret Societies proves one of the principles on whu:h the
Secession of 1857 was based. .
2. Various trends of today remind us that we must ever be on our guard if we
" are to maintain our cherished position.
3. There is real need of setting forth the evils of the lodge to our young people,
who contemplate making profession of their faith.
Note: This overture was submitted to our Classis by the consistory of the
Sheldon Christian Reformed Church and approved in its Cntlrety to be sent on
to Synod.

Classis Orange City,
Andrew Baker, S.C.

No. 27 — Baptism Formulary

Classis Alberta North respectfully overtures Synod to inmsert the  reference
“(Col. 2:11-13)” in the Form for Infant Baptism, after the clause of p. 84,
Psalter Hymnal: “Since then baptism has come in the place of circumecision.”
(The whole sentence will then read: “Since then baptism has come in the place
of circumcision (Col. 2:11-13), the children should be baptized as heirs of the
kingdom of God and of His covenant . . .”)

Grounds:

1. This is an important step in expressing our position on infant baptism;
therefore it should be substantiated with a reference.
. 2. In view of the rising influence of Fundamentalism with its baptistic emphasis,
this substantiation would help our people to defend the biblical teaching on
infant baptism.

3. This reference is also included under Lord’s Day XXVII, Question 74.

Classis Alberta North,
J. Hanenburg, 8. C.

No. 28—Finality of Synodical Decisions

Classis Pacific overtures Synod that it study the advisability of making a rule
that constitutional changes, such as concern matters of doctrine, discipline,
government or worship, shall become binding upon the churches only after a
majority of the classes have approved their final formulation.

Grounds:

1. Present synodical procedure permits decisions of major importance to be
made that do not reflect the mature thinking of our churches.

2. The suggested rule involves a major change in our church polity and ought
to be carefully studied.

3. Many presbyterian denominations have such a constitutional safeguard.

4, If such a rule is to be introduced, it is in order now when the church is
considering such basic matters as revising its confessions, church order and polity.

Classis Pacific,
B. T. Haan, S.C.
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No. 29—Immigration Policy
Classis Pacific overtures Synod to continue the present Immigration policy.
Grounds:

. It has proved the best under the circumstances.

2 The only way to handle 2 national 51tuat10n is through a strong centralized
synodical appointed committee.

3. It has been imitated by other churches, and it has the respect of the Nether-
lands and Canadian Immigration authorities and the railway companies, both on
a local and national level.

‘Classis Pacific,
B. T. Haan, S.C.

No. 30—Church Order Art. 41

Classis Pacific overtures Synod that Synod add to the list of questions to be
asked of each church by the classis in Article 37 of the proposed revision of the
church order (article 41 in the existing church order) the question: Is the church
fulfilling its evangelistic duty? -

Ground:

There is in the proposed list of questions no reference at all to this important
part of thck churches’ life and work. )
» Classis Pacific,

B. T. Haan, S.C.

No. 31—Proposed Changes in Revised Church Order

A. Classis Pacific overtures Synod that Articles 43 and 54 of the proposed
revision' of the Church Order be ¢hanged to read as follows: “the task of the
Synod shall be to establish and maintain the confessions, the Church Order, the
liturgical forms and songs, and the prindiples for the order of worship.”

" Grounds:

1. Our churches in the past have resisted the attempt of Synod to impose upon
them a uniform order of worship (cf. Acts, 1930)

2. The varied conditions and character of our churches make it desirable that
Synod leave room for local variations in matters which arc non-essential.

B. Classis Pacific overtures Synod to reject the phrase “has the same control”
and to favor the phrase “has the same delegated authority” in Article 50 of the :
proposed revision of the Church Order.

Ground:

This is in harmony with our accepted presbyterial form of government.
C. Classis Pacific overtures Synod that in its new revision of the Church Order

- (Art. 66 of the Committee Revision) it do not make a repetition of public con-

fession of faith mandatory in the case of members who come to our churches.
from other evangelical churchcs, but rather leave the manner of their admission to
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our churches to the discretion of the consistories, provided only that the consistories
make certain of their agreement with our doctrine and practice.

Classis Pacific,
B. T. Haan, S. C.

No. 32—Examination of Candidates
Classis Pella respectfully overtures the Synod of 1957 as follows:

1. That Synod decide that the examination of candidates for the ministry of
the Word and Sacraments in the Christian Reformed Church be no longer con-
ducted by Synod at its annual sessions but by the several Classes of the church.

Grounds:

-a. The growing dissatisfaction with the present method of conducting exami-
nations;

b. The avoidance of unnecessary duplications and embarrassment to the can-
_didate and calling church;

¢. The increasing agenda at our annual sy_nods, which makes it impossible- for
the synods to devote the nécessary time and attention to the examinations;

d. The jnherent right, which Reformed Church polity has always recognized,
of the Classes to conduct such examinations. This will greatly enhance the
“prestige of the Classes and bring the work closer to the life of the local congre-
gations which are most deeply concerned in the examination of the candidates.

2. That Synod declare that the Classis in which the prospective candidate
resided prior to his enrollment in the college and seminary shall be designated
as the examining Classis in the case of each candidate.

Grounds:

a. This Classis in most instances will be better acquainted with the person,
family, background, etc., of the individual candidate than any other Classis.
Hence this body may usually be considered the best qualified to judge of the
soundness of doctrine, fitness for the ministry, etc.

b. This will spread the work of examinations over several Classes of the deno-
mination. In most instances prospective candidates have membership in one of
the Grand Rapids'churchcs during the last few years of their study, since both
college and seminary are located there. However such membership is of necessity

. a temporary one. In addition it would greatly overburden Grand Rapids East,
if the cxaminations are to be conducted by the Classis in which the prospective
. candidates reside: immediately prior to the time of examination.

3. That Synod decide that the seminary faculty shall provide a dossier in the
form of a continuous record of each student by cach professor for the student’s
whole career at the seminary. This dossier shall consist of an annual appraisal
of the student’s scholastic ability, character, soundness of Reformed convictions,
fitness for the ministry of the gospel, with special attention to any 1rregular1t1es
or unfavorable indications.

a. Such dossier will provide the examining body with all pertinent information
it needs to make an adequate judgment of the candidate’s fitness.

b. This gives the proper honor and recognition to our seminary professors, who
can better judge on ‘these matters because of their long and intimate association’
with the prospective candidates. - -.-
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4. That Synod decide that this dossier together with the recornmendation of
the seminary faculty must be forwarded to the cxammmg Classis prior.to thc date
of such examination for candidacy. )

Grounds:

a. By this means the examining Classis will have in its possession relevant and
necessary information concerning the prospective candidate’s soundness of doctrine

-and godliness of life and fitness for the ministry, covering the years when he was

living outside of the confines of said Classis for the purpose of study.

5. That Synod decide that at such examinations the synodical delegates of three
neighboring Classes shall be present in accordance with previous synodical decisions,
and that upon successfully sustaining these examinations the candidate shall be

_ declared approved both for a call by one or more of the churchcs, and forf

ordination when such a call has been accepted."

Grounds: ‘ .
a, The presence of the synodical delegates will continue to give the church at
large a voice in this important matter.

b. The approval for ordination will by this method occamon no’ unnecessary
delay or possible embarrassment.

6. That Synod decide that the traveling expenses of the prospective candidate
from his residence to the sessions of the Classis examining him and home again
shall be paid by the synodical treasurer.

Ground:

In this way the prospective candidate is,spared. financial hardshxp such, as may
be occasioned when a great distance separatcs him from the cxammmg Classis.
‘ ' o Humbly submltted
-Classis Pella,

- J. D. Pikaart, S. C.

No. 33—Status of Ordained Mlssmnarles in Ecclesiastical Assembhcs

Classis Rocky Mountain overtures the Synod of the Christian Reformcd Church,
June, 1957, that it clarify the status of ordained missionaries serving organized
churches re: their relation to local consistories, classis, and synod.

Grounds:

1. It is not clear whether an ordained missionaty is a member of the local
consistory where his membership resides when his mlmsterlal papcrs are in his
calling church. : e e N

2. It is not clear whether such missionaries can’ be delegated by the local con-
sistory to classis.

Classis Rocky Mountain,
- John L. Meppelink, Alt. S.C.

No. 34—Church Order Revision

Classis Sioux Center overtures Synod to postpone action on revision of the
Church Order for one year,
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Grounds:

“1. A document so important to the church deserves much. careful study.

2, The present formulation of the document seems to lack the clarity desirable
in a work so basic to the government of our church.

Classis Sioux Center,
. Derke P. Bergsma, S. C.

No. 35—Divorce and Remarriagé

Classis Orange City petitions Synod to show from the Word of God that a
marriage begun in adultery can become a genuine marriage; and that they
especially concern themselves in rcconc:lmg the present stand of the Church with
Romans 7:2, 3 and 1 Corinthians 7:39.

Ground:

The Church should be able to demonstrate that its declarations are based on
" Scripture.

Classis Orange City,
Andrew Baker, S. C.

No. 36 — Immigration Re-organization Plan

Classis Alberta North at its sessions of March 6- 7 1957, has decided to call to
your attention the following matter: ‘

1. Classis Alberta North, having considered the Re-Organization Plan of the
Ontario Council which proposes a radjcal revision of our entire melgratlon set-up,
does NOT FAVOR this drastic revision; but

2. Requests Synod to abide by the present immigration set-up.

3. Further, overtures Synod to drop its demand to eliminate the Field Men
from the payroll of the Church, (See Acts *54, 55, '56.)

4. Finally, Overtures Synod to instruct its Immigtation Committee to submit
a set of “Rules and Regulations for the Immigration Work of the Christian Re-
formed Church in Canada,” which provides a sufficient organization on the
classical and local level for coopcratlon with the Synodical Immigration Committee
and its officers.

Gmund:

Adopting the Ontario-Plan will mean that our whole present set-up, acquired
thrOugh years of labor and study, will be thrown into confusion and rendered
useless, ’

2. Qur present system has proven to be the best under the circumstances.

3. The proposed Ontario-Plan appears too costly and too cumbersome involving

" not less than 400 men in the Immigration Organization.

4. The only way to deal eﬂ'ectively on the Federal level (that is, to deal with
heads of Federal Dcpartments) is by means of a strong centralxzed Synodical
Committee.

5. To help the new immigrants on thelr arrival we need the services of our
Field Men.
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6. To eliminate the Field Men as employees of the Church would mean the
total loss of their services since there is no other source to remunerate them for
their labor.

7. Synod never gave a reason why Field Men had to be eliminated from the
pay-roll of the Church.

8. Our system has been imitated by other Churches because of its proven
cfficiency.

9. The reputation we have gained for our system, and which we enjoy with
the Dutch and Canadian Immlgratxon authorities, is due to our present set-up
and policy.

10. The disbanding and/or de-activating of the Immigration Societies requues
adequate organization on Classical and Local levels.

J]. Hanenburg, Stated Clerk

No. 37 — Unnecessary Sunday Labor

Classis Hudson at its recent meeting observed that many of our members have
milk-vending machines, and are filling such machines two times on the Lord’s Day
because of good business and profits made. When members are approached about
this they hide behind the decisions of 1840 adopted by the “Gereformeerde Kerken
"of the Netherlands,” and also officially adopted by our Church in 1881, General
Rules, Art. 76, and amended, Acts 1940, Art. 93, p. 103, according to Schaver,
The Polity of the Churches, Vol. I1, pp. 177, 178, which states: “And if somehow
the performance of such Zabor: is tolarated in the case of members in general,”
etc.

Classis Hudson having taken cognizance of this situation, decided at its meeting
on April 23, 1957, to overture the Synod of 1957 to delete the words, *“ ... and
also the buying and selling of milk and similar products on this day” from the list
mentioned because (our grounds) “the buying and selling of milk on Sunday is
not normally a work of necessity.”

Rev. F. L. Netz, S. C.

No. 38 — Divorce and Remarriage Decision

The undersigned overtures Synod to declare that the Synod of 1956 erred in
its decisions re Divorce and Remarriage in that no conclusive evidence is given by
any study committee or Synod that our old stand, the stand prior to 1956, was
not Scriptural, Thereforc as fong as no conclusive evidence can be given which
shows that our traditional stand is wrong let us not lose sight of the Glory of God
concerning this matter.

The undersigned also feels that it is unwise and a dangerous step of the church
of Christ to need specific texts for its stand of faith and doctrine. We should
also consider the underlying principles and teachings-of Scripture. -

The underslgncd also feels that it is dangerous for a church to change its stand
which it has held for 100 years as it has with the above. Let us with Jeremiah
say, “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old
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paths, where-is. the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your
“souls; But they said, we will not hearken” (Jeremiah 6:16).
- ’ Yours in the service of Chuist,
John Fynaardt, Eddyville, Iowa
P.S. The above overture received the following comment from the consistory
of Cedar, Iowa, “Just a note from the consistory: Though it does not endorse
this overture yet we feel it our duty to inform you that John Fynaardt is a member

in good and regular standing.” Date May 6, 1957, Cedar, lowa, and signed by
Pres., Rev. C. Van Essen, and Clerk, C. Groencndyke

No. 39 — Agenda for Synod
Classis Kalamazoo at its session of May 10, 1957, overtures Synod as follows:

1. Classis expresses its grievance and protest to Synod against the lateness of
synodical reports to the consistories on important matters dealing with our deno-
minational activity and development.

2, Classis requests Synod to apply pressure -again upon its study committees to
get their reports in on time. ‘
Classis Kalamazoo,
Rev. John Entingh, S. C.

No. 40 — Final D¢(;isions on Reports of Study Committees

" Classis Grand Rapids South overtures the Synod of 1957 to establish the general -
policy to make no final decisions on the reports of the study committees unless
the contents. of these reports have been before the church at large for a period
of six months. . .

Grounds:

1. There is under our present practice often no time for our consistories and
classes to study the reports of synodical study committees.

2. This will _kecp the Church from making decisions for which the Church is
as yet unprepared.

3. It will enhance the respect for the decisions of synod by lessening the in-
creasing tendency of one synod reversing the decision of another synod.

4, Under the present practlce even the synodical delegates do not have suﬁ1c1cnt
time to form a mature opmlon on these matters.
‘ " Classis Grand Rapids South,
. S. A. Werkema, S. C.

No. 41 —Decnsmn Re Calvin College Planmng

Classis Chatham requests Synod to postpone any action concerning Calvin Col-
lege at the coming Synod, because the churches and the classes have not had
sufficient time to study the reports in the agenda.

. ‘ Classis Chatham,
J. Hoogland, S. C.
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No. 42 — Revised Church Order

Classis Chatham requests the Synod of 1957 not to make a final decision wnh
respect to the proposed new Church Order. The churches néed more time to
study the new Church Order.

Classis Chatham,
J. Hoogland, S. C.

No. 43 — Minimum Salary for Ministers

Classis Chatham overtures Synod to clarify the ruling adopted in 1948 in
regard to the minimum salary for ministers. The- ruling reads as follows: “We
recommend that Synod urge all consistories, classes, and church visitors to exert
themselves to the end that all our ministers receive salaries at least commensurate
with the minimum set an'nually for ‘Needy Churches’ and where the consistory
is unable to meet that minimurm, that it unhesitatingly appeal to thc Fund for that
purpose.” Acts, 1948, page 18.

That ruling is clear enough in itself. However, the ruling says nothing about
children’s allowance, It was in 1950 that Synod decided that a children’s allow-
ance be added to the minimum salary, which was also to be paid from the Fund
for Needy Churches,

Classis Chatham, therefore, requests Synod to amend the ruling made in 1948
to read as follows: “Synod urge all consistories, classes, and church visitors to
exert themselves to the end that all our ministers receive salaries at least commen-
surate with the minimum set annually for ‘Needy Churches’ and where the con-
sistory is unable to meet that minimum, inclusive of Children’s Allowance when
it applies, that it unhesitatingly appeal to the Fund for Needy Churches for that
purpose.

Grounds:

1. Because the provision for Children’s Allowance was made after the. rule
adopted in 1948, the present ruling leads to uncertainty. Some would interpret
the ruling of 1948 so -that it includes Children’s Allowance, while others would
say that such is not the case because the rule preceded the provision for Children's
Allowance.

2. Churches which reach the self supporting stage on the basis of the number
of families, and who have a minister with a large family, might find it difficult
to raise the equivalent of the Children’s Allowance. Or if such a church became
vacant, would find for that reason they could not consider calling a minister
with a large family.

Classis Chatham,
J. Hoogland, S. G.

No. 44 — Hospitalization Insurance for Ministers

Classis Holland overtures Synod to appoint a committee to determine the
feasibility of arranging for or providing group hospitalization insirance for the
ministers of the Christian Reforrned Church and their dependents, If it is found
feasible said committee is to present a plan to the Synod of 1958.
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* Grounds:
1. The present methods and plans have not proved acceptable.
2. The problem is being approached in a haphazard way.

3. The participation of all the ministers, including those of the smaller
churches, is desirable. .

4, This is the only way in which active and emeriti ministers would be eligible
for group insurance.
’ Classis Holland,
T. Heyboer, S. C.

No. 45— U.S. Representative to the Vatican

Classis Grand Rapids East in session May 16, 1957, overtures Synod to address
a communication to Pres. Dwight D. Eisenhower expressing Synod’s opposition
to the appointment of a represéntative to the Vatican because such appointment
would violate the separation of church and state.
Classis Grand Rapids East,
M. H. Faber, S. C.

No. 46 — Incorporation of Montreal Church

Classis Eastern Ontario respectfully asks Synod to help the congregation of
Montreal in paying the cost of incorporation. The total bill is $1700. Upon
decision of the classical meeting, held on the 16th of May, Montreal is expected
. to pay $200 our Classis $500, and Synod is asked to assure the rcsponsnbx]lty for
the remaining $1,000,

Only by being incorporated is it possible for a church in Quebec to carry out
its functions properly and therefore this step had to be taken.

Obviously neither Montreal nor Classis Eastern Ontario have the financial
strength to bear this entire burden alone. We therefore beg of you to lend
a helping hand.

Classis Eastern Ontario,
C. Witt, 5. C.

~ No. 47 — Centennial Seal

Classis Grand Rapids South overtures Synod to instruct the Centennial Gom-
mittee to preserve the Centennial seal,

Classis Grand Rapids South,
S. A. Werkema, S. C.

No. 48 — Revised Church Order

Classis Toronto overtures Synod to postpone decision on the report of the
“Committee on Church Order Revision” for one year.



T i T

IS

-

e

TR N

S

£,
J
b
3
/
%
!

N e,

T S e e T ST RN R

OVERTURES 143

Grounds:

1. The matter of Church Order revision is so important to the church that
much opportunity is to be given for careful study before decision is taken. )
2. The new articles 32 (congregational meetings) and 60 (choirs, etc.) are
only two examples of the need of serious consideration.

3. The foregoing publication of the complete text of the draft (The Banner,
No. 30 and Dec. 7, 1956) is highly appreciated. However more time for suffi-
cient discussion and study should be given. :

Classis Toxonto,
R. Wildschut, 8. C.

No. 49 — Particular Synods

Classis Toronto has taken the following decision with reference to the intro-
,duction of Particular Synods and overtures Synod that in regard to the compo-
sition of Particular Synods as proposed by the Study Committce of Synod, with
respect to an Eastern Particular Synod, Classis Toronto favors a Particular Synod
of Eastern Canada made up of the present four Ontario Classes.

The above decision cIearly implies that Classis Toronto favors the introduction
of Particular Synods. But it does not agree with the composition of the Eastem
Particular Synod as proposed by the Study Committee.

Classis Tdronto,
R. Wildschut, S. C.

No. 50 — Age Limitation Ruling for Minister

Classis Toronto endorses the following request of the Cochrane consistory and
hereby overtures Synod that the rule pertaining to the age limitation for ministers
that may be called from the Netherlands be removed in the case of Rev. S.
Greving of Wildervank, the Netherlands. Minutes of Classis Toronto, Jan. 17,
1957. .

The request of Cochrane—New Liskeard was made when the New Liskeard
group was still a part of the Cochrane congregation. At the meeting of Classis
Toronto, May 9, 1957, New Liskeard was given permission to be organized as a
separate congregation. That means that the above request comes only from the
Cochrane group, the New Liskeard group having taken no official action on it.

Rev. Greving will be 50 years old on August 5, 1957, according to the official -
Yearbook of the Gereformecrde Kerken of the Netherlands.

Classis Toronto,
R. Wildschut, 8. C.

No. 51 — Pension Adjustment
ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

In His sovercign providence God removed from our congregation the Rev.
Prof. Louis Berkhof, who served our entire denomination for many years as a
minister and as a professor in our Seminary.
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At the time of his retirement as professor in the Seminatry he was the recipient
- of a pension allowance approximating $1,400 per year, Due to increased living
costs the Synod from year to year voted an additional allowance, and at- the time
_of his death he received $2,100 per year, a sum slightly less than the amount
paid to retired ministers as beneficiaries of the Ministers’ Pension and Relief
Administration.

According to existing rules governing the pensnon allowance to be paid to Mrs.
Berkhof as a beneficiary of ‘the Calvin College pension plan she will be permitted
to receive the inadequate allowance of $750 per year and that for a period of 10
years. At the end of the 10th year Mrs, Berkhof will have to prove that she is
in financial straits to receive an allowance from the Relief Fund -administered
by the Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration. See Acts of 1939, page 63.

We are of the unanimous opinion that our Church intended to provide for the
widow of Professor Berkhof in 2 manner similar to the widow of a deceased
. 'pastor. We are encouraged to believe this on the basis of decisions recorded in
the Acts of Synods from. 1947 to 1955 (See Acts, 1947, pp. 4-39 440; and Acts,
1955, pp. 86, 87).

We humbly overture Synod of 1957 to-provide for the pension allowance for
Mrs. Berkhof to be equal to that of widows of deceased ministers, beneficiaries
of the Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration. We kindly overture Synod
to .take action similar to that expressed in the Acts of 1955, pages 68, 87, and
that the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary be authorized to pay
annually to Mrs. Berkhof from the General Fund of Calvin College and Seminary
a sum of money equal to the amount received by widows who are beneficiaries
of the Ministers’ Pension Fund and regulated by Synod from year to year. Such
action would be in harmony with the decisions of Synods from 1947 to 1955 in
dealing with a similar situation.

Humbly Submitted,

" Consistory of Neland Ave., Grand Rapids;
Christian Reformed Church,

Sidney Stuk, Vice-president
Gerald S. Zylstra, Clerk

- Done in Consistory
June 3, 1957

No. 52 — Reconsideration in re Mr. Joosse

. Classis Chatham protests against the decision of the Synod of 1956 to reject
the recommendation of the.Synodical Examiners of Classis Grand Rapids South,
Holland, and Hamilton (Revs. Rutgers, Beebe, and A. Persenaire) to Classis
Chatham “that’ Mr, James Joosse be given the right to exhort, with a view to
entrance into the ministry of the Christian Reformed Church via Art. 8 of the
Church Order” (Acts 1956, Art. 151, ITIL. B2) by which rejection the decision
of Classis Chatham in regard to Mr. James Joosse became workable—and requests
“hat the Synod of 1957 reconsider the matter.

Grounds:

I. The Synod of 1956 has by this decision nullified the action of her delegatcs _
for examination (who according to Art. 49 of the Church Order have the right
to “supervise all examinations” and who are charged to act with synodical
authority in this respect), and has negated the action of Classis Chatham' (which
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considered her action to be in agreernent with Art. 8 of the Church Order and
with the regulations of the Synod of 1922 and 1947): -

a. without investigating either the grounds of Classis Chatham for their action -
on the grounds of the Synodical Examiners in approving this action,

b. without mentioning any grounds for their decision,

c. after a brief discussion, which was abruptly ended by the motion to cease
the debate, thus giving the delegates of Classis Chatham no fair hearing,

d. in spite of the advice of the Synodical Advisory Committee which approved
the action of the Synodical Examiners. )

II. The Synod of 1956 has by this decision and by the manner in which this
decision was reached (sce ground I above) acted as if Art. 8 of the Church Order
does not obtain any more for our time, although

a. this was never declared by any synod,

b. this would be contrary to the historical meaning of Art. 8 (see I), the report
of the Study Committee in the Acts of the Synod of 1947, page 407 ff. and 12,
and (2) Monsma and Van Dellen Church Order Commentary, page 45, “the
door must ever remain open for such as God gracxously qualified for service with-
out special training.”

The Classis adopts this protest and the clcrk is asked to send it to the Synodical
Clerk of Synod.

Classis Chatham,
Jacob Hoogland, S. C.

No. 53 — Mission Opportunities in Caribbean Area

The Miami consistory requests Synod to study Mission opportunities in the
Caribbean area on the following grounds:

1. The Need — Throughout the West Indies there is widespread need for the
Gospel. Many areas are still under the influence of a lifeless Romanism or super-
stitious paganism.

2. The Opportunity — Christian missionaries who labor in these Caribbean
islands relate how God has blessed their labors. There is a strong hunger for the
Word. Various missionaries urge other true believers to join them in a task too
big for present forces. Miami church especially calls attention to American flag
areas (such as Porto Rico)} and to Cuba.

3. The Nearness — The Caribbean area is a large field just outside the con-
tinental United States and is much nearer to home than any present foreign field
in which our church is working. Almost any spot in the West Indies is closer to
Miami, Florida than Chicago and New York are to Miami. The development of
our congregations in Florida serves to emphasize the Caribbean challenge.

4, The Contacts — Members and ministers, of several of our churches have
traveled in the West Indies and observed the opportunities to proclaim the Gospel
there. The possibilities of ecclesiastical fellowship between congregations in the
South and sister church in Chicago, Netherlands West Indies, lends further
emphasis to the Caribbean challenge.

The inclusion of the above in the agenda for Synod meeting will be most sin-
cerely appreciated. Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema can give further explanation of
this request.

Cordially yours,

Consistory of the
Mijami Christian Reformed Church

A Vroon, Clerk
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SUPPLEMENTS

SUPPLEMENT No. 1
(Articles 149, 160, 161).

THE BELGIC CONFESSION

- EsTEEMED BRETHREN

The Committee appomted by Synod and referred to as the “Committee
for Belgic Confession” calls the followmg to your attention. Synod of
1956 adopted a Recommendation “That the Committee for Revision of
the Belgic Confession distribute their Reports of 1954 to the consistories
for study as soon as possible” giving as ground that “Proposed confes-
sional changes should not be considered by Synod until there has been
ample time for study of them by the churches” (Cf. Acts of 1956, p. 92).

It would seem that in view of the fact that these Reports have been
before the consistories since the date of the distribution of the Agenda of
. 1954 the consistories have already had the “ample time for study” of

which Synod speaks. It would seem moreover that in view of the fact
_ that these Reports are already before the consistories, in the Agenda of
1954, all that is needed at the present time is to call attention to these
Reports already in print in the Agenda of 1954. However, Synod enjoins
upon us the “distributing” of these Reports. We have therefore trans-
cribed them from the Agenda of 1954 and herewith send you a copy of
this transcription. It is the intention of Synod that study be made of
these Reports in order that the next Synod may make disposition of them.
Because we feel that this objective of Synod will be served best if we also
" transcribe the Overture of 1952, the overture that occasioned these
Reports, therefore we have prefixed it.

A. THE OVERTURE OF 1952

Revision of Belgic Confession

The Consistory of the Calvin Christian Reformed Church is in recelpt
of a communication from one of its members, in which attention is called
to certain elements in the Belgic Confession which he considers objection-
able. He deems that the Confession errs when:

1. Tt asserts that the Apostle is the author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews (Art. IV).

2. It cites 1 John 5:7 to prove the existence of the Trinity (Art. IX) ,
this text not appearing in the American Revised Version.

3. It speaks of Original Sin in the following terms: “Nor is it al-
together abolished or wholly eradicated even by baptism” (Art. XV).
The original Dutch version of 1562 merely states: “Nor is it removed by
baptism”; cf., Lord’s Day XXVII, Q. and Ans. 72, Heidelberg Catechism.

4, It states: “In the meantime we err not when we say that what is
eaten and drunk by us (in the Holy Supper) is the proper and natural
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body and the proper blood of Christ (Art. XXXV; Cf. Quesnons and
Answers 78 and 79 of the Heidelberg Catechism).

5. “The church can more properly detest the error of the Anabaptists -
than the Anabaptists themselves.” It is of interest here that the original
Dutch translation of this Confession does not mention the Anabaptists
at this point.

6. It omits the Book of Lamentations from the list of Books of the
Bible (Art. IV).

'A. The Consistory herewith overtures Synod to study the weight and

.relevancy of these objections. Grounds:

1. The Consistory of the Calvin Christian Reformed Church does not
consider that it is within its competence to enter into this study.

2. The matter is of very great importance because all ministers, elders
and deacons, professors of Calvin College and Seminary, as well as many
Christian School teachers are required to express their unqualified agree-
ment with this confession.

Respectfully submitted,
C. Boomsma, President
Richard Drost, Corr. Sec’y

B. THE REPORTS OF 1954

I. The Majority Report
ESTEEMED BRETHREN ; '

At the Synod of 1952 an Overture originating with the Consistory of
Calvin Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, was received, asking
Synod “to study the weight and relevancy” of certain specific objections
raised by a member of said Church against specified expressions in the
Belgic Confession (Cf. Acts of 1952, p. 520).

The Committee appointed by Synod of 1952 to do what the Overture
asked has the pleasure to report as follows:

1. In re Point 1 of the Overture (that “the Confession errs when it
asserts that the Apostle Paul is the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews™)
we feel that it is a little too much to say that the Confession “errs” in
ascribing Hebrews to Paul; for St. Paul may very well. have written
Hebrews. On the other hand it is still true that “only God knows who
wrote Hebrews.” The situation being thus, we feel that it were better in
a Confession to refrain from speaking categorically on the authorship of
this Epistle.

What to do in the matter is not a simple thing; for, to eliminate
Hebrews from the Confession’s “books by the Apostle Paul’ *would be to
declare against the Pauline authorship, a thing which we feel a Con-
fession ought also not to do.

No doubt the ascription of Hebrews to Paul results from the Confes-
sion’s unfortunate policy of grouping the books of the Bible (“five books
of Moses,” “three books of Solomon,” etc.), a policy that implies isagogi-
cal commitments that can very easily lead to misunderstanding and even
embarrassment.
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We recommend in this matter that Synod recast the paragraphs to
make them read: ‘“The books of the Old Testament are Genesis, Exodus,
etc.” and “Those of the New Testament are Matthew, Mark, Luke, etc.,”
reproducing merely the names of the books as they appear in the index
of any modern copy of the Bible.

2. In re point 2 (that “the Confession errs when it uses 1 John 5:7 to
prove the existence of the Trinity, Art. IX, this text not appearing in the
ARV”) we feel that it is too much to say that the Confession “errs” in

.using 1 John 5:7 as a prooftext. The authenticity of this verse is indeed-
not beyond challenge; but we feel that the argument against its authen-
“ticity is not such as to permit the assertion that to quote it as a prooftext
is an error.

~ We feel the need also of saying that although the ARV occupies a
favorable position in the Christian Reformed Church this should not be
_taken to mean, as the Overture implies, that the readings of that version
are automatically binding upon the Church. If that were the case Synod
would be bound to exscind Q. 128 and its answer from the Heidelberg
_Catechism, seeing that the same ARV has seen fit to drop as spurious the
doxology ending of the Lord’s Prayer treated in this question and answer'

We recommend that Synod take no action in this matter,

3. In re Point 3 (that “the Confession errs when it speaks of Original
Sin in the following terms ‘Nor is it altogether abolished or wholly eradi-
.cated even by baptism,” Art XV”) we feel that the Confession at this
point engages in the perfectly permissible usage of referring to the thing
signified (in casu, regeneration) with the term denoting the thing signi-
fying (in casu, baptism) ; so read the Confession says that original sin is
not eradicated (or, as a later reading has it, “not wholly eradicated,” a
variant that makes no essential difference) even by the event of regenera-
tion. This usage, called technically the sacramental use of language, has
Biblical warrant. )

Nevertheless, we feel that this usage is not altogether desirable in a
Confession of Faith, which, by common consent, should be unmistakably
clear. History has shown that this usage, proper enough in itself, has in
fact given rise repeatedly to misunderstanding. Men have been misled
by it to think that the Confession espouses the doctrine of ex opere operato
at this juncture.

In view of this fact we recommend that Synod revise the passage by
substituting the word regeneration for the word baptism.

4. In re Point 4 (that “the Confession errs when it states ‘In the mean-
time we err not when we say that what is eaten and drunk by us’ in the
Holy Supper ‘is the proper and natural body and the proper blood of
Christ,” Art. XXXV”) we wish to call attention to the fact that the period
occurring at the end of the incriminated passage did not appear in the
original text of 1561; the sentence runs right on into the following
sentence which tells.us that the manner of our partaking is not with the

" mouth but with the spirit. We feel that it was unfortunate in the revision
of 1566 to set this passage off as two separate and independent sentences.
(The resulting construction is not even good English; to begin a sentence

-with “But the manner” is quite awkward) ; by so dissecting the sentence
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two parts that should be allowed to balance each other have become
separated.

In regard to the expressions “proper and natural body” and “proper
blood of Christ,” over which the complainant stumbles specifically, it
should be pointed out that here again we have sacramental language,
against which there is no valid objection. If the expression “Christ’s
body” is proper of thc elements of the Sacrament then the expression
“Christ’s proper body” should not be considered improper — the more
so when it is remembered that propre in le propre corps de Christ and in
son propre sang means simply “own.” (The English derivative “property”
illustrates this) ; what body can Christ be said to have except His own
body?

However, to repeat what we have said in connection with Point 3,
above, sacramental language, although wholly proper and in place, does
seem in practice to be conducive to misunderstanding. It may for that
reason be not amiss to eliminate it if it can be done without serious altera-
tion of the text. It appears to us that if the adjective own were inserted
in the place of the adjectives proper and natural the sense would remain
the same and the occasion for misunderstanding would be eliminated.
So altered the passage would read “In the meantime we err not when we
say that what is eaten and drunk by us is Christ’s own body and blood;
but the manner of our partaking of the same is not by the mouth, but by
the spirit through faith.”

We recommend that Synod authorize the single sentence as we have
given it immediately above to be substituted for the two sentences that
appear in the current version.

5. In re Point 5 (that “the church can more properly detest the error
of the Anabaptists than the Anabaptists themselves”) we should point out
that as it stands the language of the Overture at this point makes no
sense; for, the construction is ‘““The Confession errs when . . . the church
can more properly detest, etc.” However, assuming that the intention is
to say that the Confession errs when in Article XXXVT it speaks of de-
testing: Anabaptists rather than of detesting certain errors traditionally
associated with the Anabaptists, may we make the following observations:

a. That the original of 1561 did not at this point mention the Ana-
baptists by name; it has simply: “nous detestons tous ceux qui veulent
reietter les Superiorites et Magistrats” (We reject all those who seek to
renounce rulers and magistrates).

b. That the English word detest as used in the currect translation can
hardly be called the equivalent of the French detestons. This French verb
is better rendered with reject or with repudiate. It is pertinent to observe
that the Dutch translation of 1562 has verwerpen and not verfoeien.

c. It is untenable in the light of modern historic research to speak of
that Anabaptists without distinction as “seditious people.” The Confes-
sion at this point falls into the error, common enough in the 16th Century,
of applying the Anabaptists without distinction that which was applicable
only to a comparatively small lunatic fringe. :

In view of these things we recommend that Synod revise the opening
sentence of the last paragraph of Article XXXVI to read, as it originally
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stood, “Therefore we reject all those who seek to renounce rulers and
magistrates.”

6. In re Point 6 (that “the Confession errs when it omits the Book of
Lamentations from the list of the books of the Bible, Art. IV”’) we wish
to point out:

a. That there seems to be no good explanation for the omission. What
is especially strange is that the Gallic Confession (which de Bres is com-
monly assumed to have followed as he drew up his own Creed — an
assumption not beyond challenge) refers specifically to the Lamentations.

b. That it seems reasonable to suppose that the omission of Lamenta-
tions was a mere slip (Just as was the omission of the Book of Habbakuk
in a listing made at the Synod of Dordt).

c. That the omission was early discovered and corrected; the Latin text
approved at Dordt has, at this juncture: “Quatuor Prophetae maiores,
Esaias, Ieremias cum eiusdum Threnis, Ezechiel et Daniel.”

We recommend that the name of this canonical book be inserted in its
proper place in Article IV. (This will be quite simple if the advice given
above, under Point 1 can have Synod’s approval, namely, to list merely
the names of the several books as they occur in the index of any copy of
the Bible.)

. P.S. Your Commiittee advises Synod that in the event it wishes to act
positively upon the recommendation given in this our report it confer with
the other churches that give the Belgic Confession binding authority,

Yours with an expression of appreciation for the confidence reposed
in us, and, with a prayer for God’s blessing upon your labors,

The Committee ad hoc
Signed, John Weidenaar, Pres.
Leonard Verduin, Sec’y

II. The Minority Report
EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

. The undersigned agrees with the other members of the Study Commit-
tee in the conclusions reached on all points except Point Four in the Over-
ture of the Calvin Christian Reformed Church (Acts of Synod, 1952,
pp- 520f.). He humbly asks for synodical consideration of this minority.
report on Point Four.

The Minority is of the opinion that there is no warrant for declaring
that the Confession uses “sacramental language?” when it states that “what
is eaten and drunk by us is the proper and natural body and the proper
blood of Christ.” On the contrary it seems clear that the Confession here
takes a step toward a frank and unambiguous definition of the bibli-
_ cal, sacramental language used in the previous paragraphs, viz.: “The
communion of the body of Christ,” “Jesus Christ who nourishes and
strengthens the spiritual life of believers when they eat Him,” “we —
receive by faith — the true body and blood of Christ.” The Confession
_declares simply that even though the process by which “He works in us
all that He represents to us by these holy signs” is spiritual, mysterious,
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and incomprchensible, neverthcless we are correct in declaring that the
result of this “working in us” involves an appropriation of the physical
body of Christ.

The task of defining one’s position with regard to thc presence of
Christ in the Sacrament constituted one of the major problems facing the
early reformers. If the Roman church was in error in its interpretation
of the words: “hoc est corpus,” a correct interpretation had to be offered.
Thus Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin took their historic positions. Does the
Majority assume that Guido de Bres and his church did not choose to
define their position in this matter? Surely to explain the meaning of
“Unless ye eat my flesh and drink my blood” by the use of more sacra-
mental language would seem futile.

In our opinion it is a strange manner of reading that interprets the
words “proper and natural body,” as used here, to mean anything other
than the physical body. Besides stating that the Christian partakes of
Christ’s own (proper) body, the Confession says that we partake of his
“natural” body. What else can this mean than Christ’s body as part of
the realm of nature?

The Majority is saying, in effect, that the Confession, by using the
words “proper and natural body” sacramentally is leading some, who are
insufficiently initiated into such language usage, to understand these
words to mean “physical body.” To obviate somewhat such “mistunder-
standing” it is proposed to rewrite the phrase, using sacramenta] language
less likely to be taken literally. The Minority deems that such a change
in text as the Majority proposes constitutes unnecessary tampering with
the wording of a historic Creed. The revision neither changes the sub-
stance nor increases the clarity of the passage in question.

Tf the Church wishes to confess that this Sacrament is a sign and sea]
of Christ’s saving and sanctifying grace by which we become vigorous
members of Christ’s body, the Church, it should state this in more explicit
language than the Majority suggests. If, on the other hand, the Church
wishes to confess that tn some way the natural, physical body of Christ
is involved when the believer partakes of Holy Communion, it can very
well say so in the text as it stands. Thus it seems that Synod should first -
determine what it thinks the Christian Reformed Church should confess
re the presence 