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CALVIN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
SYNODICAL PRAYER SERVICE ‘

Tuesday, Jﬁne 12, 1956, 7:45 o’clsck

PRELUDE :
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty......ooimoeeerceeseencns S Walther
In the Cross of Christ I GlOTY ..o seeeeseeereesesececeans o ee e Bingham

CaorAL CALL To WoORSHIP

The Lord is in His Holy Temple,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him.

S1LENT PRAYER AND CHORAL RESPONSE

Hymn oF Worsmip: No. 324:1, 3

(Unannounced, congregation standing)

VOTUM AND SALUTATION (Congregation standing)
ApoSTLES CREED, IN UNISON . (Congregation standing)
GLoORIA PATRI (Congregation standing) -

SCRIPTURE READING : EPHESIANS 3

AntHEM : “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place” . ooeerrrreinns. Brahms

How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts. For my soul, it
longeth yea fainteth for the courts of the Lord. My soul and body -
crieth out for the living God. - Blessed are they that dwell within Thy
_house. They praise Thy name evermore,

PRAYER )

HyMmn: 128 (Congregation Standing)
OFFERTORY PrAYER

OrrrrTory :  All Glory Be To God On High. oooooooooooeooeoeee Bohwm,
SErRMON : “GLORY TO GOD IN THE CHURCH” )
ANTHEM : “Praise the 1ord” .o eeeemeeemaeeeenees Cesar Franck

Praise the Lord, His works are marvelous. By His grace and His might,
He hath exalted us! Alleluia. Merciful is His love to us. We shall not
die but shall live alway. and shall extol the works of the Lord. We shall
praise the works of the Lord.

Praver )
Hymn: 390 ‘ (Congregation standing)
BexEDICTION

CuoraL REspPoNsE: “Seven-fold Amen”

PostLUDE: Psalm Postlude on “Old Hundredth”



' ACTS of SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, Michigan

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM. JUNE 13, 1956
First Session

ARTICLE 1-

The Rev. Clarence Boomsma, pastor of the covening church, calls
Synod to order. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 90:1, 2, 5. Rev.
Boomsma reads Ephesians 1:15-23 and leads in -prayer using the

[Y PN

Opening Prayer for Ecclesiastical Assemblies.”

ARTICLE 2
Rev. Boomsma addresses Synod as follows:

Esteemed Bo-ethrén, Delegates, and Advisers
to the Synod of 1956: ’

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you in the name of Calvin Church
to the Synod of 1956.

You have been honored by being chosen to represent the churches of
your vicinity in this our highest ecclesiastical body. You are more than
representatives, however, for you now serve as ambassadors of. Jesus Christ
to the whole Church. You are responsible to him for the work you do in
the next several days. The Apostle Paul counted the judgment of men
to be a very small thing, but he was much concerned to merit the favorable
judgment of God. I would remind you, then, to so conduct yourselves in
both your discussions and decisions that you prove yourselves to be good
workmen in the sight of God and his Christ.

Synods vary in significance, yet every Synod is important. The Synod
of 1956 can be very significant in the life of our Christian Reformed Church.
Much depends on what you do. You must select men to fill responsible
places in our denomination. You must make important decisions affecting
our congregations. Many -of these decisions will have far-reaching conse-
quences.

Do your work diligently, but use your strength wisely. Take your
responsibilities seriously, but remember God rules over all. Be men of
conviction, but don’t forget to love one another. '

May God bless you. May he endow you with wisdom and understanding,
with consecration and courage, as you undertake the work before you.
The Church of Jesus Christ awaits your leadership.

3
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ARTICLE 3
The credentials of the delegates are read and show that Synod is

composed as follows:

PRIMI DELEGATES
Classis Alberta

Ministers ........ Rev. A. De Jager
Rev. D. J. Scholten

Elders............... C. Withage
C. Tuininga

Classjs Cadillac

Ministers.......... Rev. I. Couwenhoven
) Rev. H. Zwaanstra
Elders....... ... C. Van Houten
J. Witt

Classis California

Ministers.......... Dr. J. Daane

Rev. H; A. Dykstra
Elders............... Dr, H. De Jong
: H. Te Velde

Classis Chatham -
Ministers.......... Rev. K. Hart
Rev. J. C. Verbrugge

R. Xoning
J. W. Bakker

Elders...cccecoeee.

Classis Chicago North

Ministers.......... Rev. M. Bolt
Rev. H. Leestma

Elders....... o M. Vander Velde
A. R. Van Dyken

Classis Chicago South

Ministers.......... Rev. G. Hoeksema
Rev. C. De Haan

Elders...cooee.... N. Schoon
- J. Fennema

Classis Eastern Ontario

Ministers......-... Rev. A. W. Schaafsma
Rev. C, Witt
Elders...ccceeeeuv J. P. Quartel

Classis Grand Rapids East

Ministers.......... Rev. W. Haverkamp
Rev. G. D. Vanderhill
Elders............... A. W. Hulst

Dr. J. D. Plekker

PRIMI DELEGATES
Classis Grand Rapids South
Ministers.........Rev. H. Bel
Rev. W. Van Peursem
Elders....c..c....... P. Lamberts
J. Besteman

Classis Grand Rapids West

Ministers.......... Rev..A. Hoogstrate
Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel
Elders.....ccooemn.. D. Van Vliet
C. Van Valkenberg

Classis Hackensack-

Ministers ........ Dr. G. Stob
Rev. E. Bradford
Elders............... M. Slager '
P. Wattez

Classis Hamilton

Ministers ...... Rev. W. Van Dyk
Rev. T. C. Van Kooten
Elders...cccom...... J. Jaarsma
A. Slothouber

Classis Holland.

Ministers......... Rev. M. J. Vander Werp

Rev. H. Baker
Elders............... R. Boeve
C. Volkema
Classis Hudson
Ministers.......... Rev. N. J. Monsma,
Dr. O, Holtrop
Elders....cooe.-..... C. Van Zwoll
S. Steen
Classis Kalamazoo
M_inisi:ers .......... Rev. J. O. Bouwsma
) Rev. C. Greenfield
. Elders.............G. Kamp
C. De Boer .
Classis Minnesota North
Ministers.......... Rev. C. Terpstra
Rev. J. L, Bult
Elders............... J. Vander Veen

F. Ahrenholz



PRIMI DELEGATES
Classis Minnesota South
Ministers -....... Rev. 0. De Groot
Rev. J. H. Hoeksema
Elders............... L. Brouwer
M. Wolterstorff

Classis Muskegon

Ministers.......... Rev. A. Waleott
Dr. E. H. Palmer

Elders...............J. Vander Well
L. Jordan

Classis Orange City
Ministers.........Rev. R. 8. De Haan
‘ Rev. J. B. Hulst
‘Elders.............. A. Engbers
L. Meydrech

Classis Ostfriesland -

ArticLES 4, 5, 6 ' 5

PRIMI DELEGATES
Classis Pella
Ministers......... Rev. K."Rietema
Rev. H. Verduin
Elders......cec--... G. Rooy
G. Andringa

Classis Rocky Mountain
Ministers.......... Rev. H. N. Erfimeyer
Rev. J. Zwaanstra
Elders...ccooeeeee. Dr. L. Bos
M. Buikstra

Classis Sioux Center )
Ministers.......... Rev, B. J. Haan
: Rev. H. Petersen
Elders........ ..H. J, Van Boven
J. Terpstra

Classis Wisconsin

Ministers.......... Rev. J. J. Vanden HoekMinisters.......... Rev. H. Exoo

Rev. A. J. Bandstra
Elders...............S. Cannegieter
R. Vander Ploeg

Classis Pacific

Rev. R. Opperwall
Elders....com.. J. Ribbens
H. Haack

Classis Zeeland

Ministers.......... Rev. J. A. Petersen  Ministers.......... Rev. N. Beute
, Rev. F. Van Houten Rev. H. J. Kuizema
Elders..............H. Vander Ark Elders...cce.o..-. J. H. Nyenhuis
M. Kwantes J. J. Sturing
 ARTICLE 4
Synod elects the following officers:
Presidento oo e Rev. H. Bel, Dorr, Mich.
Vice PreSident oo Rev. H. Baker, Harderwyk, Mich.
-« First Clet R Rev. Wm. Haverkamp, Grand Rapids, Mich.
" Second Clerk............... Rev. J. C. Verbrugge, Chatham, Ontario, Canada
ARTICLE 5 ’

The President pro-tem, Rev. Boomsma, introduces the officers to
Synod. The President responds with an expression of appreciation to
the pastor of the convening church for his message at the prayer service
and for his opening address to Synod. He addresses a word of thanks
for the confidence placed in him and the officers elected and bespeaks
the hearty cooperation of the delegates in the work before Synod.

ARTICLE 6

The President reads the “Public Declaration of Agreement with the
Forms of Unity” and the delegates, standing, express their agreement
by saying : “Amen”.
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ARTICLE 7

The President speaks a word of welcome to the faculty of Calvin
Seminary, advisors to Synod; to President Spoethof of Calvin College,
the Stated Clerk of Synod; the Mission Directors and Missionaries ; the
Editors of The Banner and De Wachter and news reporters. He es-
pecially welcomes Prof. Dr. H. N. Ridderbos, fraternal delegate of the
“Gereformeerde Kerken” and Dr. N. Stonehouse, fraternal delegate
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

ARTICLE 8

The President appoints the following Program Commitice: the of-
ficers of Synod, the Revs. A. De Jager, Dr. J. Daane, G. Hoeksema,
Dr. G. Stob, J. O. Bouwsma, O. De Groot, R. S. De Haan, J. A.
Petersen, H. .N. Erffmeyer, N. J. Monsma; and the Elders C. Van
Houten, M. VanderVelde, J. P. Quartel, D. Van Vliet, J. Jaarsma,
J. VanderVeen, J. VanderWell, S. Cannegieter, G. Rooy, H. Van
Boven, J. H. Neyenhuis, J. C. Ribbens.

. ARTICLE 9
Synod adopts the following time schedule: 8:30 to 11:45 A. M. with -
a fifteen minute recess at 10:30; and 1:30 to 5:45 with a fifteen minute
recess at 3:30. .
) : ARTICLE 10
The Stated Clerk reads three communications which are referred to
the Committee on Credentials of Candidates.

ARTICLE 11
Mr. Robert Keegstra in a letter notifies Synod that he is withdrawing
his application for candidacy for the ministry in the Christian Reformed
‘Church. Received as information.

ARTICLE 12
Synod decides to recess until 4:00 P.M. to give the Program Com-
mittee time to do its work. The Vice-President leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 13 \
Synod reconvenes at 4:00 P.M., and the First Clerk opens with
prayer.
ARTICLE 14
The President Rev. Bel, appoints the following committees: Recep-
tion Committee, Dr. G. Stob and Rev. W. Van Peursem, and for the
Obituary Committee, Rev. M. Vander Werp and Dr. O. Holtrop.

ARTICLE 15
TFor the Reception Committee, Dr. G. Stob, presents Rev. J. Wristers,
minister of the “Gereformeerde Kerken”, in charge of work among
seamen at New Orleans, who addresses Synod and calls particular at-
tention to the opportunities which will open up in the Mid-west for
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ARTICLE 16 7

spiritual work among seamen when the St. Lawrence waterway is com-
pleted. Rev. A. J. Bandstra responds in fitting words.

ARTICLE 16

The Committee on the Credentials of the Candidates, Rev. M. Bolt,
reporting, presents the following matters:

1. That Synod grarnt the request of Mr. James A. Bultman to be

“examined by this Synod for candidacy in the Christian Reformed

Church.

Grounds :
1) The conviction that he is called to the Gospel ministry, which he
lacked in 1954, is at the present time considerably stronger.
2) The recommendation of the Seminary Faculty to grant his request.
Adopted.
2. The Committee advises that special attention be given to the
academic qualification of Mr. Bultman during the examination.
Adopted.
3. That Synod do not grant the request of three Seminary graduates
of the 1956 class, who requested to be examined for Candidacy by this

- Synod, but to defer eligibility for a call until they have completed their

advanced study at the Free University of Amsterdam.

Grounds:

1) Synod does not know what convictions these men will have a year
or more from now.

2) Synod would be setting a dangerous precedent if they would
examine so far in advance. Adopted.

4. That Synod grant the request of Mr. John Vriend to waive the
rule which requires one year of study at our own Seminary before
entering the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church.

Grounds :

1. He completed his Pre-Seminary course at Calvin College.

2. He attended the Free University of Amsterdam for three and
one-half years.

3. Passed the Candidate examination at the Free University.

4. Has made a special study of the history of the Christian' Reformed
Church and 1s conversant with our Church Polity.

Adopted.

5. That Synod grant the request of Mr. Sidney Cooper, who has .
spent less than one year at our Seminary, to be examined for candidacy
by this Synod.

Grounds:

1) He has completed his preliminary work toward a doctor’s dégfee
at the Free University.
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2) He has done spécial work to become acquainted with our own
history asa Christian Reformed Church and with its Church Polity.
‘Adopted.

6. That Synod grant the requests of Mr. J. H. Ellens and Mr. J.
Vander Ark, on successfully passing the examination for candidacy,
that they be declared eligible for a call before July 1, 1956, to enable
both to enter the school for Chaplains on the reqmred date for enroll-
ment.

Adopied.

ARTICLE 17

The Program Committee, the First Clerk reporting, presents the fol-
‘lowing advisory Committees: .

Committee No. I — Educational Matters.......................

Chairman — Dr. J..Daane .
Reporter — Elder D. Van Viiet

Rev. A. De Jager " Elder A. R. Van Dyken
Rev. C. De Haan Elder Dr. J. D. Plekker
Rev. N. J. Monsma Elder J. H. Nyenhuis
Rev. H. J. Kuizema Elder J. Ribbens

Aduvisers: Pres. W. Spoelhof (College matters)

Pres. R. B. Kuiper (Seminary matters)
Prof. H. Schultze

Committee No. II — Calvin College and Semanary Long Range
Planning e ensean et e
Chairman — Rev. G. Hoeksema '
Reporter — Reév. T. C. Van Kooten

Rev. R. S. De Haan Elder M. Wolterstorff
Rev. K. Hart - Elder Dr. L. Bos
Rev. M. J. Vander Werp Elder P. Lamberts
Rev. F. Van Houten Elder S. Steen

Elder C. Tuininga
Aduvisers: Pres. W. Spoelhof
Pres. R. B. Kuiper

COMMITTEE No. IIT — Indzan and Foreign Missions............
Chairman — Rev. A. Hoogstrate
Reporter — Elder C. Van Zwoll

Rev. N. Beute - Elder J. Witt

Rev. H. A. Dykstra ' Elder A. Slothouber
‘Rev. J. B. Hulst Elder C. Volkema
Rev. H. Leestma Elder S. Cannegieter

Adviser : Prof. M. Wyngaarden
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COMMITTEE No, IV — Home MiSSIONS . neeeamereearaeemamaamenacn
' Chairmen — Dr. G. Stob
: Reporter — Rev. Geo. Vander Hill
Rev. D. J. Scholten Elder P. Wattez
Rev. A. J. Bandstra Elder A. W. Hulst
Rev. C. Terpstra - Elder L. Meydrech °
Elder C. Van Houten | " Elder H. Haack .
Advisers: Rev. H. Dekker
Rev. M. Woudstra

ComMMITTEE NG. V — Publication Motters. oo
Chairman — Rev. H. Verduin
Reporter — Rev. C. Greenfield
Rev. 1. Couwenhoven . Elder J. Jaarsma
Rev. W. Van Dyk Elder M. Kwantes
Rev. J. J. Vanden Hoek Elder M. Buikstra
Elder J. P. Quartel Elder C. De Boer

Adviser: Rev. C. Kromminga

CoMMITTEE NO. VI~ Church Order— ...

Chairman — Rev. H. Erffmeyer
Reporter — Rev. H. Petersen

Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel
Rev. E. Bradford
Rev. K. Rietema
Elder N. Schoon

CommitTeE No. VII — Voria

Elder A. Engbers
Elder H. J. Van Boven
Elder J. J. Sturing -

: Aduviser: Prof. M. Mohsma.

Chairman — Rev. J. O. Bouwsma
Reporter — Rev. B. J. Haan

Rev. H. Zwaanstra
Rev. A, Walcott

Rev. R. Opperwal
Elder H. TeVelde

Elder M. Slager
Elder J. Vander Veen
Elder G. Andringa
Elder J. Terpstra

Aduviser: Prof. J. Kromminga

Commrrtee No. VIII — Protests and Appeals
' Chairman — Rev. M. Bolt
Reporter — Rev. J. H. Hoeksema
Rev. A. W. Schaafsma Elder L. Brouwer
Dr. E. H. Palmer Elder L. Jordan .
Rev. J. A. Petersen ‘Elder H. Vander Ark

Flder R. Koning Aduviser: Prof. H. Stob -
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ComMITTEE No. IX -— Budget Matters e
Chairmon — Elder M. Vander Velde
Reporter — Elder G. Kamp

Rev. J. L. Bult Elder J. Fennema
Rev. H. Exoo Elder R. Boeve

Elder C. Withage Elder J. Besteman
Elder J. W. Bakker Elder R. Vander Ploeg

‘ Adviser : Mr. Gordon Buter
CoMMITTEE NO. X — Dit0rCe. e

Chairman — Elder C. Van Valkenberg

Reporter — Rev. C. Witt

Rev. O. De Groot Elder Dr. H. De Jong
Rev. W. Van Peursem Elder F. Ahrenholz
Dr. O. Holtrop Elder J. Vander Well
Rev. J. Zwaanstra Elder G. Rooy

Advisers: Prof. Ralph Stob
Prof. Herman Kuiper
ComMITTEE No. XI — Commitiee on Appointments
Chairman — Rev, H. Baker
Reporter — Rev. O. De Groot

Rev. R. S. De Haan Rev. J. C. Verbrugge-
Rev. N. Beute o~ Elder J. Ribbens
Rev. N. J. Monsma “Elder. P. Wattez ,
Rev. G. Ho ekscma . Elder H. Vander- Ark
Rev. J. Daa Elder C. Withage

Adopted,

ARTICLE 18
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Committee.
Synod receives the report as information and approves the work. (See
Supplement No. 41)
ARTICLE 19
The Stated Clerk presents his own report. This is received as
information, and the work approved. (See Supplement No. 41)

ARTICLE 20

The Stated Clerk presents the following items of correspondence:

1. A telegram from the American Bible Society’s field secretary,
Dr. R. J. Dosker, conveying greetings and appreciation for past sup-
port from our churches. Received as information.

2. A letter of appreciation from the Synod of the “Gereformeerde
Kerken” for work done in behalf ‘of immigrants in Canada. Received
as information.

3. A letter of greeting from the Reformed Church in Japan, Rev.
S. Fujii is to represent this church at our Synod. Received as informa-
tion.
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ArTICLES 21, 22, 23, 24,25 1

4. Report of Rev. J. Hanenburg, our fraternal delegate to the Synod
of the “Gereformeerde Kerken” in Leeuwarden. Received as informa-
tion. ’

5. Report of the Transportation Secretary, Mr. A. H. Andriese.
Received as information. »
6. Report of Rev. R. Sytsma, fraternal delegate to the Korean
Presbyterian Church. Received as information.

7. Report of Rev. A. J. Haan, fraternal delegate to the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church. Received as information:

8. Report of Rev. Earl Jabaay, fraternal delegate to the Reformed
Presbyterian Church. Received as information.

9. A letter from the Feature Publishing Service announcing the
republication of the book of Rev. Schaver, “The Polity of the
Churches,” Vol. 2 (new up to date edition). Received as information.
10. A letter of greeting from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church. Received as information.

The President heartily thanks the Stated Clerk for all his labors.

ARTICLE 21

The President urges all advisory committees to prepare their reports
as soon as possible. A meotion to adjourn prevails and the Second Clerk
leads in prayer.

- THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 14
Second Session.

ARTICLE 22
The Vice- Pres1dent Rev. H. Baker, calls the assembly to order.
Rev. A. De Jager leads in devotions. He requests that Synod sing
No. 194:1, 2 of the Psalter Hymnal, reads John 15:1-14 and leads
in prayer.
‘ ARTICLE 23
The First Clerk calls the roll. All delegates are present.

ARTICLE 24
The minutes of Wednesday’s sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 25
The Advisory Committee on Long Range Planning, Rev. T. C. Van
Kooten reporting, proposes that the members of Synod be taken to view
the proposed new site for Calvin College and Seminary, namely, the

‘Knollerest Farm, and that this be done after the dedication of the new

denominational building on Thursday afternoon. (Report continued

‘in Art. 50) Adopted.
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" ARTICLE 26
Prof R. B. Kuiper, President of Calvin Seminary, presents the
request of Seminary graduate Mr. John Groen that his licensure to
preach be extended for one year. Synod approves of this request.

ARTICLE 27 ‘
A telegram from the general secretary of the Lord’s Day Alliance
is read and received as information.

ARTICLE 28

Synod adjourns to permit advisory committees time to prepare their
reports.

‘FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 15
Third Session

ARTICLE 29

The Vice-President calls Synod to order. Rev. H. Zwaanstra leads
in devotions. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 251; Rev. Zwaanstra
"reads Romans 10:1-17 and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 30
_ The First Clerk calls the roll. All delegates are present.

ARTICLE 31
The minutes of the second session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 32

Synod grants the request of the Psalter IIymnal Revision Committee
to consider their report on Wednesday morning at 8:30.

ARTICLE 33

The Advisory Comrnittee on Educational Matters, Elder D. Van Vliet
- reporting, proposes that a testimonial dinner be held to honor: Prof.
R. B. Kuiper, President of Calvin Seminary and Dr. H. H. Meeter of
Calvin College who are retiring; Miss Josie Baker, Librarian, and Prof:
. J. Wassink who are completing 25 years of service at Calvin College;
also Dr. H. N. Ridderbos, fraternal delegate from the “Gereformeerde
Kerken”. In approving this proposal Synod decides to add Rev. H. J.
Kuiper, Editor of The Banner and Mr. J. J. Buiten, Business Manager,
who are retiring this year and Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft Home Missionary
at Large, who is retiring. The chair appoints Revs. N. J. Monsma, Wm.
Van Peursem -and Dr. Wm. Spoelhof as a committee to make arrange-
ments.

(Educational matters continued in At 56)



ArtIcLES 34, 35 ' 13

‘ARTICLE 34 -
.Prof. R. B. Kuiper presents the request of Mr. Henry Bouma and
‘Mr. Melvin Hugen, Seminary graduates, that their licensure to preach
be extended for one year. Synod approves this request.

N U i e e

ARTICLE 35 ,
Synod adopts the proposed schedule for the examination of students
for candidacy and decides to examine the applicants in four groups, with
the examiners rotating.

The Committee on examining the credentials of the apphcants for
candidacy, Rev. M. Bolt reporting, informs Synod that all credentials
are in good order. Received as information.

The report of the sermon critics. Rev. C. VandenHeuvel reporting,
indicates that there are no objections to proceed with the examinations.
They recommend that in the delivery of the sermons the mtroductmns be
omitted. Synod so decides. :

The candidates delivered their sermons as follows:

The examinations are conducted according to the following schedule:
Benjamin J. Boerkoel—Gen. 85:2, 8  Calvin W. Niewenhuis—Rom. 8:81, 32
Theodore L. Brouwer—1 Kings 18:39 John W. Postman—John 20:30, 31
Sidney Cooper—Matt. 12:88-40 Jacob A. Quartel—Rom. 138:13, 14
Henry M. De Rooy—Num. 14:24 Harvey Smit—Heb, 11:24-26

. Robert W. De Vries—Philip. 2:12, 13 Thomas 1. Smith—John 6:39-40
M:arvm R. Doornbos—Mark 16_ :15, 16 George Spee—Luke 2:48-50
Milton R. Doornbos—Isa. 5516, 7 Rob s .
John T. Ebbers—2 Sam. 17:14 obert H. TJapkes—Luke 12:54-56
Jay Harold Ellens—Matt. 11:16-19  J2Y C. Vander Avk—John 6:66-68
Hugh A. Koops—Matt. 4:17 Jan Van Dyk—Luke 17:20, 21
John Leugs—Gal. 6:7, 8 Clarence Van Essen—Luke 12:47, 48
Edson T. Lewis—Mark 5:18-20 John G. Van Ryn—John 5:28, 29
Farquhar J. MacLeod—Deut. 8:3 John Vriend—Gal. 3:6-9

The examinations are conducted according to the following schedule:

GROUP NO. I
College Chapel
Chairman — Rev. D. J. Scholten
Reporter — Rev. C. Witt
EXAMINING CLASSES ' CANDIDATES
N T OO Benjamin Boerkoel

Cadilla( .Theodore Brouwer
_ California........ James . Bultman
Chatham. ..o SR Sidney Cooper

Chicago North.............

....Henry De Rooy

Chicago South

....Robert De Vries

Eastern Ontario..............

Marvin Doornbos -
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GROUP NO. II
Seminary Chapel
Chairman — Rev. H. Baker
Reporter — Rev. O. Holtrop

ExAMINING CLASSES CANDIDATES
Grand Rapids East..... ..Milton Doornbos

" ‘Grand Rapids South.. John Ebbers’
Grand Rapids West .J. Harold Ellens
Hackensack . Hugh Koops
Hamilton John Leugs
Holland Edson Lewis

" Hudson Farquhar MacLeod

GROUP NO. III
Seminary Assembly Room
Chairman — Rev. C. Greenfield
Reporter — Rev. R. S, De Haan

EXAMINING CLASSES CANDIDATES
Kalamazoo.......... . Calvin Niewenhuis
Minnesota North............... ...John W. Postman
Minnesota South... . - Jacob Quartel
MusKkegon....cocoooueeveeeeeee e Harvey Smit
Orange City. . Thomas Smith
Ostfriesland . George Spee

GROUP NO. IV
‘Room 37 - College Building
Chairman ~— Rev. J. C. Verbrugge
Reporter — Rev. N. Beute

EXAMININNG CLASSES . CANDIDATES
PacCific. . .o Robert Tjapkes
Pella . cerveeeenne e snaaan Jay- Vander Ark
Rocky Mountain Jan Van Dyk
Sioux Center.......oooriiieas Clarence Van Essen
Wisconsin - John Van Ryn
Zeeland < John Vtiend

ARTICLE 35

Synod meets in a body at 4:00 P.M. for the examination in Practica,
which is conducted by Rev. G. Hoeksema, who has been appointed by
the chair. Thereupon opportunity is given to delegates to ask questions
of the prospective candidates. '

Synod goes into executive session. The reporters of the four sections
render their reports which are received as information.

The President of the Seminary, Prof. R. B. Kuiper, informs Synod |
that, with the exception of two of the young men on whom they did
not pass, since one had studied elsewhere and the other had graduated
from the seminary several years ago, all the prospective candidates are
recommended by the Seminary faculty.

Rev. J. O. Bouwsma leads in prayer. Whereupon motion is made to

_admit all the young men to candidacy. The results of the balloting show
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ARTICLES 36, 37 15

that all the young men are admitted to candidacy. The list of candidates

is as follows:
Benjamin Boerkoel
Theodore Brouwer
James Bultman
Sidney Cooper
Henry De Rooy
Robert De Vries
Marvin Doornbos
Milton Doornbos
John Ebbers
J. Harold Ellens
Hugh Koops
Jobhn Leugs
Edson Lewis

Farquhar MacLeod
Calvin Niewenhuis

~ John W. Postman

Jacob Quartel
Harvey Smit
Thomas Smith
George Spee

Robert Tjapkes

Jay Vander Ark
Jan Van Dyk
Clarence. Van Essen
John Van Ryn
John Vriend

These candidates are eligible for a call on and after July 1, except J.

‘Harold Ellens and J. VanderArk who are contemplating entering the

chaplaincy and for that reason are allowed to accept a call at once. (See
Art. 16 (6)

At the close of the executive session the young men are called in and
Rev. Bel announces Synod’s decision, congratulates the candidates and
addresses them fittingly on I Tim. 4:16. The audience sings No. 295:3

of the Psalter Hymnal. The president of Synod offers a prayer of

thanksgiving to God. All delegates receive an opportunity to congratulate
the candidates. Synod adjourns until 7:30 P.M,

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 15
' Fourth Session

ARTICLE 36
Eider J. Ribbens leads in prayer.

‘ ARTICLE 37 :
The Advisory Commxttee on Divorce, Rev. C. Witt reporting, presents
the following majority report:

I. Procepure (See Supplement No. 25-A)

A. Material:

Your committee on Divorce herewith comes with a preliminary report
covering the question of procedure. You are no doubt aware of the fact
that we have been asked to concern ourselves with the two reports —
Nos. 25 and 26 — found in the Agenda, the first of which bears the
heading “Divorce and Remarriage” and the second “Marital Problems -
Ecumenical Synod Report,” in addition to Overture 11 and a Supple-
mentary report attached to No. 25 (See Supplements No. 25, 25-A)
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In connection with the last named Report we come to you for direction
at this time. In this report the Committee on Divorce and Remarriage
asks that action on the whole matter be postponed for a year in view of
the fact that its secretary, Dr. J. Kromminga, made known to the other
members of the committee on the 8th of May that he had changed his
mind on certain elements in the Report and could no longer defend its
conclusions. In consequence said Committee desires the privilege of
studying the whole matter more fully during the course of this coming
year.

Your advisory committee has sought to determine the justice of this
request as over against the need for coming to an early decision on the
. question of the Scriptural basis for the contention that remarriage after
a non-Biblical divorce is living in continual adultery. We are eager that
injustice shall be done to no one by hasty action. At the same time we
féel that the wide-spread expectation throughout the Church that- this
Synod will come with a definite deliverance on the subject must not be
disappointed without very good reasomn. ‘

Since the request for postponement of action and another year of
opportunity to study the whole problem comes to Synod from the Com-
mittee on Divorce and Remarriage, your advisory committee would like
to have Synod express itself on this question first of all.

B. Recommendation:

Your advisory committee, by majority vote, comes to you with the:
following motion relative to this request:

_That Synod do not accede to the request of the Committee of Divorce
"and Remarriage that consideration of its report be postponed for an-
other vear.

Grounds :

1. Though it is given as reason for the request that the secretary
is not able to sign the report in toto the content thereof remains un-
changed. ‘

2. The report has been before the members of Synod and the
Church for the past several years and is familiar to all. '

3. The report of the Committee on Marital Problems and an Over-
ture on this subject are before this Synod and call for consideration.
~ After motion is made to adopt the recommendation of the majority
report, Rev. J. Zwaanstra, member of the Advzsory Committee, presents
the following minority report:

That Synod grant the request of the Divorce and Remarriage Com-
mittee and be given another year to restudy their mandate and con-
clusions. ~ '
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Grounds: _

"1. It is self-evident that this committee which seeks to substantiate
the present position of the Christian Reformed Church re divorce and
remarriage is severely handicapped in présenting its report to this
Synod.

2. To have this Synod adjudicate the controversy concerning the
divorce and remarriage question under these circumstances may well
jeopardize the peace of our churches,

ARTICLE 38
Rev. J. VanderPloeg, member of the Study Committee on “Divorce
and Remarriage” is granted the privilege of the floor.

After lengthy discussion Synod adopts the recommendatmn of the

. majority report.(cf. Art. 37)

(Divorce matters continued in Art. 92)

ARTICLE 39
‘Synod decides to reconvene on Saturday morning, 8:30 A. M. A
motion to adjourn prevails and Elder H. J. Van Boven leads in ¢losing
prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 16
Fifth Session

ARTICLE 40

The Vice-President calls on Dr. J. Daane to lead devotions. He
reads Psalm 132 and announces No. 291:1, 3, 5, Psalter Hymnal and
leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 41

"The roll cail teveals that Elders M. VanderVelde and Nyenhuis are
absent with notlﬁcatlon The minutes of the previous day are read and
approved.

ARTICLE 42 _

Synod decides to pass a resolution of condolence to Elder J. Terpstra
in the sudden passing of his brother. The Obituary Committee, Dr. O.
Holtrop reporting, cf. Art. 14, presents the expression of condolence,
which reads as follows:

Synod, having learned of the sudden departure of a brother of Elder
Delegate J. Terpstra of Classis Sioux Center, expresses its Christian sym-

pathy to Brother J. Terpstra and his family; Synod reminds him of the

glories of the Gospel of our sovereign covenant God, who makes all of His
inseriitable providences work together for good to His childven; and Synod
commends him and his to the comforting grace of our triumphant Lord
and Saviour who says in Rev. I:17, 18 “Fear not; I am the first and the
last, and the Living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for-
evermore, and I have the keys of death and Hades.

Adopted.



18 Acts oF SyNop, 1956

ARTICLE 43

Synod decides to send the following telegram to President Fisen-
houwer :

President Dwight D. Eisenhouwer,
Walter Reed Hospital Wash., D.C,

The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in session at Grand Rapids,
Mich., rejoices in the progress of your convalescence and prays God for
your speedy and complete recovery.

Note: After Synod adjourned the following letter was received:

It is with deep appreciation that I have learned of the prayers and good
wishes of the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in session in Grand
Rapids. Won’t you please express my appreciation and thanks to those who
joined with you in your kind message of June sixteenth.

Sincerely,
Dwight D. Eisenhouwer.

ARTICLE 44

The Advisory Committee on Church Order, Rev. H. Petersen report-
ing, presents the following:

I. Re-AricNMENT oF Crasses 1N ONTARIO
A. Material: Overture No. 8.
B.  Recommendation : .
. Having considered the joint overture of Classes Hamilton and
- Eastern Ontario, your committee recommends that Synod approve the
proposed plan for re-alignment of these two classes into three classes.
Adopted.
II. DivisioN oF CLASSIS ALBERTA
A. Material: Overture No. 23.

B. Recommendaiion: '
Having considered the overture of Classis Alberta with the grounds
“adduced, your committee recommends that Synod approve the proposed
division of Classis Alberta into two classes. '
Adopted.
III. Caurcr Orper REevision
"A. Material: Report No. 14 (See Supplement No. 14)

B. Recommendation :

Your committee recommends that Synod receive this report as in-
formation and approve the plan of the committee on the Revision of
the Church Order to publish a draft of the revised Church Order in

The Banner this fall and to submit a draft to the Synod of 1957.

' : Adopted.

IV. INDEX OF SyNopICAL DECISIONS

A. Material: (See Supplement No. 14-A.Y

B. Recommendation:

1. Though a digest of synodical decisions would be valuable, it would
run the danger of superseding the complete decisions themselves. A
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compilation of decisions would run the danger of imposing the editor’s
interpretation on the decisions. However, an index would avoid these
dangers. Therefore, in agreement with the Church Order Revision
Committee, your committee recommends:

a. That Synod assign to a committee the task of preparing an ade-
quate index of past synodical decisions, with ample cross-references.

b. That this index, when completed, be published together with the
text of the revised Church Order.

c. That the committee to which this task is assigned be given power
to engage some well-qualified individual for the actual work of preparing
the index, (cf. Art. 157, ¢, 8)

d. That provision be made to bring the index up to date at stated
intervals. “

Grounds:

1) There is room and need for such an index.

2) The preparation of such an index requires much painstaking
effort and can best be done by an individual, working under the super-
vision of a committee. Adopted.

2. That Synod declare that the adoption of the above recommendation
answers overtures No. 2 and No. 3. (Acts of 1955 Synod)
: ‘ Adopted.
V. Status oF MisstoNnARIES AT CLASSICAL ASSEMBLIES
A. Material: Report No. 4 (See Supplement No. 4)

B.  Recommendoations:

1. That Synod eliminate Rule (b) of ‘the Decision of 1930 (Acts,
Art. 111, p. 146 with its grounds.

Grounds

a. This rule contradicts Art. 84 and 41 of the Church Order Desplte ,
what the Synod of 1930 declared (in ground 2), the contradiction is
real. '

2. That Synod call the attention of the Church Order Revision Com-
mittee to the ambiguous character of the phrase, “advisory vote,” in

‘Art. 42, C.O. Adopted.

VI. RETIREMENT AGE FOR MINISTERS

Material: Agenda Report No. 11-B, (See Supplement No. 11-B)

B. Recommendation:

That ministers shall have the prlvﬂege of retiring at the age of 65
years.

Grounds :

1. It is realized that the strain of serving a congregation is often

~ telling, and the minister should not be expected to give the last ounce of

strength in the service of a congregation.
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2. The age of 65 is still above the average retirement age of 63.25
years. Adopted..

VII. UnirorM OBSERVANCE OF LORD’S 'SUPPER

A. Materiol: Overture No. 18. '

B. Recommendation : -

That Synod reject the overture of Second Denver to adopt 2 uniforin

schedule for the observance of the Lord’s Supper by all our congre-
gations.

Ground :

The necessary stipulations for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper
are given in the Church Order, Arts. 61-64. Going beyond these stipula-
tions would virtually be adding to the Church Order and would be
interfering with the prerogative of the local church to set the dates for
‘celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

‘ Adopted.
(Church Order Matters continued in Art. 100)

ARTICLE 45

The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Missions, Elder C.
Van Zwoll reporting, presents the following:

I. KoreAnN MATERIAL ReLIEF

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 5 (See Supplement No. 5) - :

~ 2. Report by the Rev. R. Sytsma, dated April 30, 1956 (Synodlcal

File)

B. Recommendation :

That the work of Korean relief be continued under the direction of
the Grand Rapids Deacons Conference.

Grounds
~a) The need remains great.

b) The Grand Rapids Deacons Conference is the chief agency sup-
porting this cause. '

¢) The material relief has been effectively distributed and used.

d) The material relief is an évidence of spiritual unity and concern
and serves to strengthen the Church in Korea as well as in America
by the concrete recognition of stewardship and Christian charity.

, Adopted.
II. KoOREAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF .

A, Materials:

1. Agenda Reports No. 28 and No. 28-A (See Supplements No. 28,
28-A)

2.. Report by the Rev. R. Sytsma dated April 30, 1956
. 3. Letter from Moderator of General Presbytery, Korean Presby-
terian Church.
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B. Recommendations:
That the support of the Orphanages in Korea be continued. but
transferred to the Committee for Korean Material Relief.

Grounds:

a) The need and beneﬁt remain great.
* b) As this is in reality a work of mercy, it should properly be con-

ducted by the Committee for Korean Material Relief..
Adopted.
ARTICLE 46 .

Synod decides to reconvene Monday at 1 30 P.M., and Elder M.

Buikstra closés this session with prayer.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 18
Sixth Session

ARTICLE47
The Vice President calls Synod to order. Synod sings No. 236;

1, 2, 7, Psalter Hymmal; Rev. Hart reads Mark 10:13-16 and leads in

prayer.
ARTICLE 48

Roll call reveals that all delegates -are present. Elder G. De Vries
is now present in the place of Elder J. Fennema from Classis Chicago
South. He declares his agreement with the Forms of Unity.

ARTICLE 49
Minutes of the previous session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 50

The Advisory Committee on Long Range Planning, Rev. T. C. Van
Kooten reporting, recommends that additional material regarding site

Adopt-ed.
(Long-Range Matters continued in Art. 114)

ARTICLE 51
The Stated Clerk presents the following:

1. A communication from the Stated Clerk of Classis Hamilton
informing synod that it endorses Overture No. 6 from Classis Grand
Rapids Fast regarding the examination of candidates. :

2. A letter from Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft in which he informs synod
that due to a recent operation Mrs. Vande Kieft cannot be present at
the testimonial dinner. (¢f Art. 33) The communication is received
as information and that which deals with Rev. Vande Kieft's emerita-

t10n is referred to the Committee on Church Order.
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ARTICLE 52

The Reception Committee, cf. Arts 14, 15, through Rev. Wm Van
Peursem presents Dr. N. B. Stonehouse fraternal-delegate from the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Dr. Stonehouse in his address ex-
presses the hope that we may move toward closer cooperation and
fellowship as two denominations which hold the Reformed Faith. Rev.
. A. Hoogstrate responds.

Dr. G. Stob presents Chaplain Dick Oostenmk. Rev. D. Oostenink
points out the importance of keeping in closer touch with our service-
men. Elder L. Meydrech responds.

» ARTICLE 53
The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Missions, Elder C.
Van Zwoll reporting, presents the following:
I. KoreaN SpIrITUAL RELIEF
A. Material: (See Supplements, No. 28, 28-A)
- B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod do not accede to the request for two ordained men |
* for Korea (See Supplement 28-A, T, A.) but that the Board of Mis-
sions continue to study this matter and report to the Synod of 1957.

Ground : \
The present uncertainty respecting the over-all Korean relief program
renders the action requested inadvisable at this time. - Adopted.

2. That Synod continue the Committee for Korean Spiritual Relief.
(cf. Art. 157)

a) Many significant matters still challenge the attention of the Com-
mittee for Korean Spiritual Relief.

b) Future relationships between the Korean Presbyterian and the
Christian Reformed Churches depend largely on the experience and
study of the Committee for Korean Spiritual Relief.

Adopted.
II. INTERMOUNTAIN INDIAN ScrmooL
A. Material: Overture No, 17.

B. Recommendation :

That Synod do not accede to the overture of Classis Minnesota North
to discontinue our Mission program at the Intermountain Indian School
at Brigham City, Utah, under the direction of the Chr1st1an Reformed
Board of Missions.

Grounds:

a) The work at Intermountain has had Synodical approval for only
one year; and discontinuance at this early date after an inadequate trial
period is not justifiable. Another experimental year will offer a basis
for fair appralsal of this work.
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b) The Board of Missions is currently committed to an exhaustive
study of the peculiar and serious problems raised by.this work. The
Board plans to report next year and will no doubt take cognizance of
all aspects of the situation including the matters raised in this overture.

Adopted.
(Indian and Tore1gn MlSSlOﬂ Matters continued in Art. 70)

ARTICLE 54 .

The Advisory Committee on Varia, Rev. B. J. Haan reporting, pre-
sents the following.

I. CaALvIiNIST RESETTLEMENT SERVICE

A. Materiols: Agenda Report No. 9 (See Supplement No. 9)

B. Recommendations: )

1. That the Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church be continued by this Synod of 1956 for another
year as it is presently constituted and under its previous mandate. (cf.
Acts 1954, Art. 126C, page 70). (cf. Art. 157) Adopted.

2. That the committee be authorized by Synod, at the expiration of
the Refugee Relief Act, to re-orientate and re-activate its program in.
accordance with the provisions of further anticipated legislation in the

‘matter enicted by the Congress of the United States. Adopted.

3. That Synod once more impress upon the hearts of all our churches

} and people in the United States, as we face the challenge of our

Centennial year in 1957, that this program of helping to bring fellow-

-saints of the household of God into our country, is worthy to receive

their united support and active cooperation. Adopted.

II. Uw~rrep Yours CoMMITTEE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20 (See Supplement No. 20)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod express appreciation to this committee for the fine
progress achieved in bringing about the formation of the Young Cal-
vinist Federation of North America. (cf. Art. 157) Adopted.

2. That Synod express appreciation for the work accomplished

‘through the Calvinist Cadet Corps. Adopted.

3. That Synod recommend to the churches for moral support the
Young Calvinist Federation, the American Federation of Reformed
Young Women’s Societies, and the Calvinist Cadet Corps.

‘ Adopted.
ITT. CuarLAIN COMMITTEE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27 (See Supplement No. 27)

B. Recommendation : ‘

That Synod express appreciation for the fine work of this committee.
(cf. Art, 157) : - Adopted.
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IV. IncorporaTION OF QUR CHURCHES iN CANADA oN A DOMINION
WIDE Basis

A. Materials:
1. Agenda Report No. 22. (See Supplement No. 22)

2. Letter from Rev. G. Andre sent to two delegates representing
Classis Eastern Ontario at this Synod. Though this letter is not legally
before Synod your advisory committee did take its content into con-
sideration in arriving at its recommendations.

B. Aunalysis of the Problem

- The committee concerned was appointed by last Synod in response
to a request from Classis Eastern Ontario requesting Synod to take the .
matter of incorporation of our churches in Canada on a dominion wide
basis in hand since this involves all our Canadian churches. Synod was
also presented with the question of financing this project. When the
committee appointed by Synod entered the case it became evident that
Dominion Wide Incorporation was intended primarily for the sake of
the church in the Quebec province which faced serious difficulties on
the road toward incorporation. The thought was that Dominion Wide
Incorporation would enhance the prospects of the Quebec church for
incorporation. Investigation revealed that this 1s not the case and,
furthermore, that the difficulties, let alone the cost, involved in this
proposal are far greater than the benefits envisioned. The real problem
concerns only Quebec. According to the Rev. G. Andre steps are being
taken toward incorporation and the outlook is favorable. However,
the Synodical Committee is of the opinion that this matter should be
held in abeyance until the size of our church in Quebec is such that
incorporation will be reasonably assured. Both the Rev. G. Andre and
the Study Committee recommend that the expenses involved be as-
sumed by Synod. However, there is no official request from the church
of Quebec for financial aid.

D. Recommendations:
1. That Synod adopt recommendation No. 1 of the Study Committee:
“That the matter of Dominion Wide incorporation be dropped.

Grounds : 7

Incorporation in Canada, although sometimes done on a national
scale, just as in the U. S,, is first of all a Provincial (States) matter.
. Incorporation of our churches in other Provinces is no problem as far
as we know. It is only in Quebec. The refusal of Quebec cannot be
overcome by Dominion Wide incorporation.” Adopied.

2. That Synod take no action on recommendation No. 2 of the Study
Committee : “That the matter of seeking incorporation in Quebec be
held in abeyance until such a time (when) our churches in Quebec
will be numerically strong enough (a minimum of 200 heads of families,
or perhaps 200-300 confessing members) to risk the venture.”
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. Ground :
~ This is a local problem which falls under the jurisdiction of the con-
sistory and classis concerned. Adopted.

3. That Synod reject recommendation No. 3 which reads “If Synod,
however, should want to press the matter of incorporation in Quebec
in the immediate future, we recommend that the present committee be
continued and given the mandate to secure the passage of a Bill of In-
corporation of the Christian Reformed Church in the Legislature of the
province of Quebec.”

Ground :

It is both proper and expedient that this problem be handled by the
local consistory and, if necessary, with the help of Classis.

Adopted.
(Varia Matters continued in Art. 63)

ARTICLE 55
The Advisory Committee on Publication Matters, Rev. C. Green-
field reporting, presents the following:

I. SermMONS FoR REapiNG SERVICES

A. Material: Agenda Report No: 6 (See Supplement No. 6)

B. Recommendations :

1. Synod cease publishing further volumes until it is clear that there
is a real demand for a new volume.

Ground :

There are eleven volumes of sermon books available now, and copies
may be had of almost every volume from our Pubhshmg House.

Ado pted

2. Synod dismiss the committee for sermons for reading services,

and express its gratitude for the labors it has performed.
‘ Adopted.

1L SUNDAY Scroor. COMMITTEE

A. Materiadl: Agenda Report No. 16. (See Supplement No. 16)
B.  Recommendations :

1. Synod accede to the committee’s wishes that it be represented at
Synod by its chairman, the Reverend William Van Peursem.

Adopted.
2. Synod grant the Reverend John Schaal the privilege of the floor
when the Sunday School matters ars discussed. - Adopted.

3. Synod grant the committee’s request that the Reverend Van Peur-
sem and Miss Dena Korfker be reappointed. (cf. Art. 157)
Ground :
" Their terms of office expire this year, but since they have served only
two years it would be inadvisable to lose their services.
Adopted.



26 Acts or Synop, 1956

4. Synod give general endorsement of the work of th1s committee.
Adopted
IIT Pusrication COMMITTEE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 18, 18-A (See \Supplements No.
18, 18-A)
B. Recommendations :

1. Synod approve the following nomination for committee members:

For a three year term: Dr. G. Goris and Rev. G. Rozenboom

For a three year term: Rev. John A. Mulder and Rev. John F.
Schuurmann

For a three year term: Mr. John Peterson and Mr. Anton J. Hooge-
wind

Rev Mulder and Mr. Peterson are eligible for re—electlon

Adopted.

2. De Wachter Editor (See Supplement No. 18-A)

Synod accept the advice of the Publication Committee to grant Rev.
Van Halsema an appointment for a four-year term. (cf. Art. 124)

Ground :

The action of the Synod of 1955, which opened the way for an ap-
- pointment of Rev. Van Halsema as part-time instructor at Calvin Col-

lege in conjunction with the editorship of De Wachter.
Adopted.

IV. SvywobrcarL Tract COMMITTEE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 19 (See Supplcment No. 19)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the interim appomtments of the Reverends G.
Rozenboom, R. Bronkema, Jr., V. Licatesi, and Mr. H. Hoekstra.
‘ ' Adopted.
2. Synod express its appreciation for the labors of those who had to
be excused from the committee, viz.,-Rev. E. Jabaay, Mr. G. Dykman,
Rev. G. Vande Riet, and Mr. L. Vander Til. Adopted.
3. Synod elect two men from the following nomination :
Rev. N. L. Veltman
Rev. H. Guikema
Mr. J. De Jager (engraver)
Mr. Richard Hoekstra (printer)
(cf. Art. 157) Adopted.
4. In the case of Mr. R. Weidenaar (artist), Synod re-appoint him
due to the fact that his work is of a highly specialized nature and we
know of no one that would be able to do what he is doing for the Com-
mittee, _ Adopted.
V DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING '
" A, Material: Agenda Report No. 38 (See Supplement No. 38)
B. Recommendations: »
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1. Synod receive as information that the ‘Denominational Building
has been completed “by the good hand of our God . . . without any

"serious mishaps,” and that the committee has turned over the operation
.of the building to the Publication Committee.

Adopted.
2. Synod express its gratltude to the. committee for their work in .
supervising the construction of the Denominational Building.
Adopted.
In connection with the report on the Denominational Building, Elder
Hulst, a member of the publication committee gives a brief report on
the cost of the building and grounds which is as follows:

Land and Building $521,500.
Furnishings ; $ 20,000.
New Equipment ....$125,000.

$666,500.

Note: These are just round figures.
The anticipated mortgage will be approximately $175,000.
Received as information.
VI Sunpay ScrHooL GRADED WORKEBOOKS

A. Material: Overture No. 3

B. Recommendation -

Synod refer this matter to the Sunday School Committee for con-
sideration, and for a report to the Synod of 1957.

Grounds:

1) Since it is a matter which pertains to the work of Synod’s Sunday
Scheol committee, Synod should have its advice before making a
decision.

2) The grounds adduced by Classis Hackensack for its overture
indicate that the matter deserves study. Adopted.

VII Home Mission Sonc Book
A. Material: Overture No. 16
B. Recommendation: ]
Synod do not accede to the overture of Classxs Pacific for a song

book particularly adapted to the home missions program.

Ground :

The goal of mission work is to achieve congregational life, and there-
fore it is important to have the mission subjects become acquainted
at once with our Church’s praise book.

A Adopted.

VIII Ebpitors oF CHURCH PAPERS |
A. Maoterial: Overture No. 20.

B. Recommendotion :

Synod do not accede to this overture.
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Grounds: .

1) The present set-up in the editor offices do not permit the editors
to make an extended tour of three or four weeks to various parts of
the Church. There are no managing editors to whom the work can be
entrusted during that time. Adopted.

2) Although such a leave would have some value for the outlying
churches and for the editors, the expenses necessary for travel and for
_ additional office help would not be warranted.

. Adopted.
IX. PusrLicarioN oF PoSTERS

A. Material: Overture No. 33.

B. Recommendations:

Synod adopt this overture of Classis Orange City and therefore
request the Tract Committee to study the possibility and advisability
of preparing a series of posters depicting the sins of our day, urging
men to repent and inviting them to attend the house of God; which
posters shall be fit for placxng on bxllboards and other places.

Reasons :

1) We believe that Americans must be made aware that God’
standards do not change.

'2) Men must see the evils of drunkenmness, immorality, gambling,
religious indifference, and must be aroused from their spiritual lethargy.

3 The people of this land must be reminded that “righteousness exalts
a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”

4) Many folks will not take time to read a tract, but may be struck
by glancing at a thought-provoking poster.

Rejected.
X. PurrLicaTioN oF HoLLAND PsarTER-HyMNAL :

A. Maiterial: Overture No. 49.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve this overture with the deletion of the words, “to
publish or,” and the addition of the phrase “provided the publishers
will assume the responsibility of financing the publication of such a
Psalter Hymnal.”

The revised overture then reads -

Synod arrange for the publication of a Holland Psalter-Hymnal
(Nederlandse Psalmen en Gezangenbundel), including complete Litur-
gical Forms for use in the Holland services in our churches in Canada
and in the U.S.A., (Voorzien van een volledige liturgie van de Christian
Reformed Church) provided the publishers will assume the responsublhty
of financing the publication of such a Psalter-Hymnal.

Grounds: _
a) Our church does not possess its own Holland Psalter in the sense



R e R A5 SN

ArtICcLE 55 29
-
it is desired here. The Psalter of the Reformed Churches of the

- Netherlands is used here.

b) Our congregations are -composed of members who or1g1nated
from various and divergent church bodies in the Netherlands; and
psychologically it is not desirable for congregations so composed to

-persist in the constant use of a Psalter which belongs exclusively to

members of one particular denomination.

c¢) We believe that-our own Holland Psalter—Hymnal will greatly
serve as a means to strengthen the bond of unity in all churches.

d) The Liturgical Forms of the Christian Reformed Churches could
and should be included in this Psalter-Hymnal. This will be very im- .
portant, as e.g., our present Holland Form for the Solemnization of

‘Marriage. All our Forms should be under the one heading, ‘‘Liturgical

Forms of the Christian Reformed Church in Canada and the U.S.A.”

e) The text of the Holland Psalter-Hymnal can be printed in uniform
and revised translation and spelling. The possibility exists that the
verses and/or stanzas can be printed in such a manner that these can
be sung rhythmically, if so desired. - Rejected.

XI1. ComwmirteE oN Epucatron
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 29 (See Supplement No. 29)
B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the statement of the relatlon of the Committee on
Education to the Sunday School Committee :
“After a careful perusal of Synodical decisions and Educational

. Committee minutes, we recommend to Synod that henceforth no member

of the Committee on Education serve on the Sunday School Committee,
but that the Committee on Education be empowered to establish such
liaison as it deems necessary and adv1sable (cf. Art. 157)

Grounds

a) FEach Committee has its own full-time load. It is not fair to
burden any man with two such distinct and heavy duties. In any event,
a man can serve effectively only on one of these Committees.

b) Distance separating meeting places of these two Committees
makes it impracticable and unnecessarily expensive to have a member
from this area serve on the Sunday School Committee.

¢) Such liaison as is needed may be established when and in such

ways as the. joint Committees cons1der feasible and necessary.”
Adopted.

2. Synod take note of the sample of the Committee’s work — the
first quarter of Marion Schoolland’s “Elementary Bible Doctrine” and
refer it to the churches for evaluation, urging that reactions be sent to
the Committee. Synod likewise urges that the revised Compendium of
1955 be studied by the churches for .comment and evaluation. (See
Supplement No. 29) Adopted.
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3. Synod approve the following nomination for Committee members :

Mr. M. Okkema, teacher at the Eastern Christian High School

Mr. R. Zuidema, teacher at the Eastern Christian Junior High School
to take Mr. Beversluis’ place.

Mr. G. Dykstra, principal of the Midland Park Christian School.

Mr. C. Van Zwoll, principal of the Eastern Christian High School.

Rev. John E. Meeter and Rev. Earl Jabaay. Rev. Mr. Meeter has
completed a three-year term and is eligible for re-election.

. Adopted.
(Publication Matters continued in Art. 61)

( ARTICLE 56
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, cf. Art. 33, Elder,
D. Van Vliet reporting, presents the following matters:

I. Deatu or Dr. CeciL DE Boer

A. Materials Agenda Report No. 35 (See Supplement No. 35)

B. Recomsnendation

That recognition of the death of Dr. Cecil De Boer be referred to the
Obituary Committee for proper resolution. (See Art. 154)

Adopted.
II. InvestMENT OF INsTITUTIONAL FUNDS

A, Material: Agenda Report No. 35 (See Supplement No. 35, D 3)

B. Recommendation :

That Synod approve the foIlowmg change in rules re investment of
denominational funds:

. Concerning the investment of institutional funds, the Board of
Trustees requests Synod that the rule adopted by Synod for the invest- -
ment of funds held by boards or committees (Acts of Synod 1936,
Art. 143, VI) be modified to permit the Board of Calvin College and ~
Seminary to invest non-quota funds as the Board sees fit with particular
attention to preservation of the principal. The grounds are as follows:

a. Occasions arise when the College and Seminary become the trustees
of substantial sums of money which cannot be used for a stipulated
period of time. Examples of this are Certam endowment funds and
foundation grants. -

b. As trustees the administration of the institution has an obligation
to protect these funds to the best of its ability. Not only must the
actual dollars be preserved but more particularly, in the case of these
long term investments, the purchasing power of the fund must be
maintained. The second of these goals cannot be achieved through
bond investment. This type of investment promises a return of a
specified number of dolfars, irrespective of their purchasing power at
the time.

c. Many other institutions have faced this problem and almost without
exception have broadened their investment policies. Adopted.
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III. RE-APPOINTMENTS
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35 (See Supplement No. 35, C, 1)

B. Recommendations :
1. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Ervina (Van Dyke)

Boeve, A.M., as Assistant in Speech for two years. - Adopted.
2. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Donald Bouma, Ph.D.,
as Professor of Sociology with indefinite tenure. Adopted.

3. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Rev. John Bratt, Th.D.,

~ as Professor of Bible with indefinite tenure. Adopted.

4. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Lester DeBeer, Ed.D.,,
as Professor of Education with indefinite tenure. Adopted.
5. Your committee informs Synod that Arlene Doorn, A. M., since
her re-appointment. has declined in order that she may continue her
studies at the University of Michigan. Received as Information.
6. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Betty Duimstra, A.M.,
as Assistant in English for two years. Adopeed.
7. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Bernard Fridsma,
Ph.D., as Professor of German with indefinite tenure. Adopted.
8. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Alan Gebben, A.M.,
for one year, as Assistant in Biology. Adopted.
9. That Synod approve the re-appointment of John Hamersma,
S.M.M., as Instructor in Music for two years. © Adopted.
10. That Synod approve the re-appointment of George Harper,
A.M., as Instructor in English for two years. Adopted.
11. That Synod approve the re- appomtment of Peter Oppewal, A.M.,
as Instructor in English for two years. © Adopted.
12. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Arthur Otten, A.M.,
as Instructor in French for two years. ‘Adopted.
13. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Cornelius A. Plan-
tinga, Ph.D., as Professor of Psychology with indefinite tenure. A

Adopted.
14. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Bernard Ten Broek,
A M., as Assistant in Biology for one year. Adopted,
15. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Leonard Vander
Lugt, B.S., as Assistant in Chemistry for two years. Adopted.
16. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Sherman Van Sol-
kema, M. Mus., as Instructor in Music. for one year..  Adopted.

17. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Ernest Van Vugt,
A B, as Assistant in Classical Languages for two years.
Adopted.
18. That Synod approve the re-appointment -of Henry DeWit,
M.B.A., C.P.A., as Business Manager of Calvin College and Seminary

for one year. ‘ - Adopted.
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IV. APPOINTMENTS
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35 (See Supplement No. 35)
Agenda Report No. 35-A. (See Supplement No. 35- A)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the appointment of Ph1111p Lucasse, A.M,, as
Dean of Men for two years. Ado/)ted
- 2. Your Committee informs Synod that Howard Rienstra is the
recipient of a Fulbright Scholarship, enabling him in the academic year
1956-1957 to purste his graduate studies in Italy. Your committee re- -
commends that Synod concur in his appointment, subject to another -
favorable interview by the Board of Trustees or its Executive Committee
before he assumes his duties in September 1957
Received as Information.
3. Your Committee informs Synod that Dr. Robert Vander Vennen
has declined his appointment. Received as Information.
4. Your Committee informs Synod that the Board of Trustees has
appointed Gordon Buter as treasurer of Calvin College and Seminary.
Received as Information.
5. That Synod approve the appointment of Gordon Buter as re-
presentative of the Board of Trustees to the Standing Committee of

Synod called Sponsorship of Foreign Students. Adopted.
6. That Synod approve the appointment of Herman Broene, Ph.D.,"
as Associate Professor of Chemistry for two years. - Adopted.

7. That Synod approve the appointment of John De Bie, A.M., to
the Department of History; circumscription of his work, rank, and
tenure to be determined by the Executive Committee. Adopted.

8. That Synod approve the appointment of Stanley Koning, A.M.,
as Instructor in the Department of English for two years, contingent
on a favorable interview by the Executive Committee. Adopted.

9. That Synod approve the appointment of Charles Miller, Ph.D.,
as Associate Professor in the Department of History for two years.

. Adopted.
. 10. That Synod approve the appointment of Rev. Lewis Smedes,

Th.D., as Assistant Professor of Bible for two years. Adopted.

11. That Synod approve the appointment of Cornelius Van Zwoll, .
AM., as Assistant Professor in the Department of Modern Languages

for two years. Adopted.
12. That Synod approve the conferment of the title of Professor
, Emeritus.upon Dr. H. Henry Meeter. Adopted.
(Educational Matters continued in Art. 62) '
’ ARTICLE 57

Synod adjourns to meet in committees in the evening. Elder G.
. Rooy leads in closing prayer.
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TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 19
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 58 :
The Vice President calls on Dr. H. N. Ridderbos to conduct devo-
tions, He announces Psalter Hymnal No. 182:1,°6. He reads Col.
1:1-14, and leads in prayer.
' ARTICLE 59 ’
The roll is called and all delegates are present except Elder J. Terp-

stra who has been excused so that he may attend the funeral of his
brother. (cf. Art. 42)

ARTICLE 60
"~ The mmutes of Monday’s session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 61
The Advisory Committee on Publication Matters, cf. Art. 55, Rev.
C. Greenfield reporting, presents the following: ‘

I. Tae Back To Gop Hour
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 32, 32-A. (See Supplements -
No. 32, 32-A)
B. Synodical Attmtwn Requested
1. Synod take note of the fact that due to Rev. Eldersveld’s illness
negotiations with the National Broadcasting Company, authorized by
the Synod of 1955, have been delayed. Adopted.
2. Synod grant Rev. Eldersveld the privilege of the floor when
matters pertaining to the Back to God Hour are discussed. _
Adopted.
3. Synod approve the filming of a third Television Series some time

 after the second one is completed. Adopted.

4, Synod approve the program for Foreign Broadcasting which is
described in the Agenda Report No. 32. Tt is to be understood that
this will involve nc quota raise nor any appeal for offerings in the
churches, the money to be raised by private gifts and station sponsor-
ship. (See Supplement No, 32) Adopted..

5. Synod take note of the following agreement between the Back to
God Hour Committee and the Christian Reformed Board of Missions
in regard to mutual cooperation in foreign broadcasting and approve
the same. '

A. That we recognize that there are two lines of radio ministry
which must be kept in view as we think of the work of our board and

‘the radio committee. We are particularly interested as a foreign

mission board with that of “local contact” while the radio committee
is particularly interested in presenting “‘a universal witness.”
' Adopted.
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B. That radio ministry shall be considered the sphere of concern
for the foreign mission board in those areas where the foreign mis-
sion board presently is carrying on its work, that is, in Ceylon, in
‘Japan, and in Nigeria. Adopted.

C. That all the program material prepared by the Back to God
Hour shall be made available to our mission in whatever area it pleases
to use it. Adopted.

D. That the denominational radio committee shall refer to the
foreign mission board such information as would indicate from cor-
respondence received in the Back to God Hour office the existence of
new areas which ought to be investigated for “on the scene” mission
effort. Adopted.

6. Synod approve the following nominations:

Revs, H. Baker and J. I. Brink (Holland area)

Revs. A. W. Hoogstrate and J. Hasper (Grand Rapids area)

Mr. G. Zuiderveen and Mr. P. Suwyn (Denver area)

Mr. D. Evenhouse and Mr. Richard L. Hoekstra (Chicago area)

" The terms of Revs. Baker and Hoogstrate, and Messrs. Zuiderveen
and Evenhouse have expired. These men are eligible for re-election,
(cf. Art. 157) Adopted.

7. Synod add another member to the committee, from Canada, from

this nomination: The Rev. K. Hart and the Rev. T. Van Kooten.
- (cf. Art. 157) . Adopted.

8. Synod thank our Radio Minister, Rev. Eldersveld, the summer
speakers, and those who served during his illness, Professor De Jong,
and the Radio Choir, Mr. Ralph Rozema, the Agency Representative,
the office staff, announcers, and technicians for their faithful and ef-
ficient service, and also to Mr. C. J. den Dulk, the Business Manager,
for his valuable services rendered, especially during Rev. Eldersveld’s
illness. Adopted.

9. That Synod hereby express its humble and heartfelt gratitude to
our Almighty and Gracious God for the remarkable and complete re-
covery He has granted our Radio Minister.

' : : Adopted.
(Publication Matters continued in Art. 78)

ARTICLE 62

The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 33, 56,
Elder D. Van Vliet reporting, presents the following:
I. CoNCURRENCE OF TERMS OF ALTERNATES TO DELEGATES:

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35-A. (See Supplement No. 35-A) .

B. Recommendations:

1. That the terms of alternate lay members on the Board of Trustees
shall correspond, in each case, to the term of office of the delegate for
whom the alternate is elected. Adopted.
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2. That Synod approve the following nominations.
- Eastern District — For alternate: John Hamersma and Samuel Steen

Central District — For regular delegate (Mr. J. Herman Fles’ term
expires) : John Vander Ark and Wallace Waalkes

Midwest-District — For regular delegate (Mr. J. Brouwer’s term
expires) : Mr. Adrian Hartog and Mr. J. Brouwer

Central District — Alternate for Mr. L. Bere: Richard Tolsma and
Julius Mellema ;

Alternate for Dr. D. De Vries: Berton Sevensma and Cornelius
Van Valkenburg ‘

Alternate for Mr. G. Buter: Mr. Henry Holtvluwer and Dr. Gerrit
Heyns

Alternate for Dr. E. Feenstra: Dr. James Harkema and Mr. John
Kikkert '

Alternate for Mr. B. Staal: Mr. George Tinholt and Mr. Louis
Heeres -

Midwest District — For alternate: Sam\Elgersma and Lawrence
Zuiderveen ; (See Art. 157, 1.)
. Adopted.

II. CommuwmicaTioN FroM Crassis HorLanp

A. Material : Letter dated May 29th, 1956 addressed to the Stated
Clerk of Synod. The letter urges that only members of the present
faculty qualified for the position of Seminary President, be considered.

B. Recommendation:
That this letter be received as mformation. Adopted.

II1. XKoRrEAN STUDENTS

A, Material: Agenda Report No. 35-A. (See Supplement 35-A,
C 3) /

B. Recommendation :

Your Committee informs Synod that this request had been referred
to the Advisory Commiitee — Indian and Foreign Missions. (See Art.

70) ' . Received as Information.
. (Educational Matters continued in Art. 71)

ARTICLE 63
The Advisory Committee on Faria, Rev. B. J. Haan reporting, cf.
Art. 54, presents the following :
I. Turr-Tmve Statep CLERK
A. Materials: )

_ L. Report of Study Committee on Full-Time Stated Clerk — Agenda
Report No. 24 (See Supplement No, 24)

2. Overture No. 37.



36 AcTts oF Sywnop, 1956

B. Analysis of the Problem

In the study of this problem there are three basic questions which
must be answered in order to come to a satisfactory conclusion.

First: Is there sufficient work to merit full time devotion to the office
of Stated Clerk either by the Stated Clerk himself or a secretary to the.
Stated Clerk?

Second: Is there reason why Synod should prefer a full time secretary
to a full time Stated Clerk?

Third: Is full time work in this office in conflict with the office of
the ministry ?

In answer to the first question your advisory committee has come to
the conclusion that there is sufficient work for full time service. Three
main considerations establish this, namely, the growth of our denomina-
tion with its consequent increase in problems and materials to be dealt
with, the impossibility of the Stated Clerk to give ample time and con-
Sideration to the present functions of his office, the need for and time
demanded for the proposed revampmg of our indexing system, It
might also be noted that if there is sufficient work to merit a full time
secretary both for our Foreign and Home Mission fields, is there not
sufficient work for a secretary of the denomination itselfg

In consideration of the second question, your advisory committee

judges that there is not good reason to prefer a full time secretary to a
full time Stated Clerk. The responsibilities involved in this office are
of such a nature that the Stated Clerk must exercise direct contact with
virtually all of the details. It is a highly specialized work demanding
decisions and correspondence by one wholly familiar with the life of
the church so that the employment of a full time secretary would only
bring about a duplication of work and expense without appreciably re-
lieving the Stated Clerk of the load of additional work. This is the
more established since an attempt has been made in. the past to work
in the direction of a secretary to the Stated Clerk but was abandoned,
being wholly unsuitable to the very nature of the work involved.

In answer to the third question, your committee has arrived at the
conclusion that it is not in conflict with the office of the ministry to
devote full time work to this office when we consider this in the light
of previous assignments of work by our Synod to ministers of the
Gospel. We have reference to the position of president of Calvin Col-
lege, The Banner and De Wachter editors, and the office of secretary
to the Home Missions and Foreign Missions. The church has evidently
assumed that any office which is of strategic importance for the wel-
fare of our churches and is best fulfilled by a minister should be held
" by a minister. Your advisory committee is of the opinion that the office
~ of the Stated Clerk demands a minister for weighty reasons. He must
be one in whom the church at large has a great deal of confidence, being
well versed in all matters pertaining to ecclesiastical assemblies, ec-
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clesiastical law, ecumenical relationships, and one who commands
respect in the theological world generally. One could hardly expect
to find this outside of our ministry. We also observe that the Reformed
Church of America and the church of South Africa, let alone others,
engage a full time Stated Clerk who is a minister. And in answer to
the suggestion that this work contains much that conflicts with the
ministry, we answer that although this is true, the heart of the work is
not in conflict. Ministers in fixed charges also do much clerical work
hardly considered ministerial in character.

C. Recommendation:

1. That Synod appoint a-minister as full time Stated Clerk. (See
Arts. 69, 139, 156)

Grounds:

a. There is sufficient work to warrant full time service in this office.

b. This work, in its very nature, is such that the full time services

“of a minister are highly preferred.

c. The demands of the office and previous commitments of Synod
indicate that this work is not in conflict with the office of the ministry.
Adopted.
2. That Synod declare that the above decision is Synod’s answer to
Overture No. 37 of Classis Grand Rapids West.
' Adopted.
(Varia Matters continued in Art. 69)

ARTICLE 64

Rev. Wm. Van Peursem for the Reception Commitee presents-
Rev. Ban Sik Hong, fraternal delegate from the Korean Presbyterian
Church. Rev. Hong sketches something of the life and suffering of
this church; he also expresses appreciation for the relief which the
Christian Reformed Church has sent to his church.

Rev. Van Peursem also presents Rev. S. Fujii of the Reformed
Church of Japan. Rev. Fujii presents the great missionary challenge
in Japan, since only a fraction of 1 percent of the population of Japan
is Christian. Elder Dr. Harold De Jong responds to both of these
speakers

Dr. Geo. Stob for the Reception Committee present Dr. H. N.
Ridderbos, fraternal delegate from the “Gereformeerde Kerken in
Nederland.” Dr. Ridderbos expresses warm appreciation as well . as
admiration for the work which the Christian Reformed Church has
done for the immigrants in Canada. He points to the importance of
transmitting the Reformed heritage to the coming generation, and
extends greetings from the Church in The Netherlands. Dr. Henry-
Stob responds.



38 : Acrs or SyNop, 1956

ARTICLE 65

Synod takes up the matter of Colloguwium Doctum which was post-
poned until Dr. H. N. Ridderbos could be present. The ensuing dis-
cussion leads to the following decisions.

Synod first acts on the recommendations of the study committee.
(See Supplement No 36). President R. B, Kuiper represents this
comrmittee. ' :

(1) When one of our churclies has decided to call a minister of
de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, it shall with the letter of call
forward to him a transcript — to be prepared by the Stated Clerk
" of Synod — of the following deliverances of our Synods; the position
taken in the General Rules of 1881 and by the Synod of 1867 regarding
membership in oath-bound secret societies, the Conclusions of Utrecht
adopted by our Synod of 1908, the synodical resolutions of 1928 and
1951 on worldly amusements, the three points adopted by the Synod of
1924 concerning the doctrine of common grace; and it shall inform him
that acceptance of the call will be understood to imply his promise
to abide by those deliverances in his exercise of the ministerial office
in the Christian Reformed Church. . Adopted.

(2) A minister of de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland who has
accepted a call from one of our churches and comes with satisfactory
credentials shall ordinarily not be subjected to a classical colloguiuin
doctum as a prerequisite of installation. Only when, in an exceptioral
instance, a Classis finds that it cannot in good conscience install such
a minister without a prior interview, shall it require that he submit to a
colloguium doctum in the presence of the Delegates of Examination,

Re]ected

(3) The foregoing rules shall be apphcable to ministers coming to us,
not only from de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, but from any
denomination which the Christian Reformed Church by synodical
action shall have received into full ecclesiastical fellowship.

: Adopted.

(4) Ministers of denominations with which the Christian Reformed
Church has only restricted ecclesiastical fellowship shall, when called
by one of our churches, likewise be informed in writing of the afore-
named deliverances of our Synods and told that acceptance of the call
will be understood to imply the promise to abide by those deliverances
in their exercise of the ministerial office in the Christian Reformed
Church, and they shall in no case be installed without a colloquium
doctum conducted by Classis in the presence of the Delegates for
Examination. Adopted.
(Continued in Art. 68) '

ARTICLE 66

Synod recesses for dinner and Elder H. Vander Ark closes this

session with prayer. '
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ARTICLES 67, 68, 69, 70 .39

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 67
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 330, and Rev. G. Hoeksema leads
in prayer. Vice President, Rev. H. Baker presides.

: ARTICLE 68

Synod continues the discussion of the report (cf. Art. 65) of the
Advisory Committee, Church Order, pertaining to Colloquium Doctum.
Rev. A. De Jager informs Synod that Classis Alberta favors retention
of the Colloquium Doctum, which is received as information.

A. Materidls: Agenda Report No. 36. (See Supplement No. 36)

Overture No. 15

Overture No. 43 /

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod encourage the Classes to continue the Colloquium
Doctum for ministers entering our denomination from full sister deno-
minations. _ ) Adopted.

2. That Synod declare that the decisions taken re Colloguitm Doctum
are the answer to Overtures 15 and 43. Adopted. .

(Church Order Matters continued in Art. 100)

" ARTICLE 69
Synod decides to instruct the Advisory Committee on Varia to adVJSe
Synod regarding implementation of the decision to have a full-time

Stated Clerk. (cf. Arts. 63, 139)
(Varia Matters continued in Art. 139)

ARTICLE 70 -
The Advisory ‘Committee on Indion and Foreign Missions, cf. Art,
53, Elder C. Van Zwoll reporting, presents the following:

I. KoReaN SPIRITUAL RELIEF
A, Materiol: Agenda Report No. 28-A (See Supplement No. 28-A)
B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod do not authorize the Committee for Korean Spiritual

- Relief to sponsor and grant scholarsh1ps to Korean students for- study

in America,

Grounds:
a) Such diversion of funds was not intended in the establishment of

" this emergency committee.

b) The Synodical Committee on Sponsorship of Foreign Students

. already deals with such matters. (See Supplement No. 21)

Adopted.
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2. That Synod relieve the Committee for Korean Spiritual Relief
from activating a plan for such scholarshlps (cf. Acta 1955 Art. 62,
VIB1-p 27).

Grounds :

a) Subsequent to adoption of this aid for Korean students, Synod .
. established the Committee for the Sponsorship of Foreign Students as
a synodical committee. The Commitiee for Korean Spiritual Relief
has representation on this committee. (¢f. Art. 157)

b) The action of the Synod of 1955 has resulted in this duplication
" of interest and activity on this matter. Adopted.

II. "Firra MinNister For CEVLON

A. Material:

Letter of request from the General Consistory of the Dutch Re-
formed Church in Ceylon, dated May 30, 1956.

B. Recommendation:

That the request for a fifth minister for Ceylon be referred to the
Board of Missions for study with power to act. .

' Adopted.
ITI. Reports OF BoARD oF MissioNs

A. Material: Agenda Reports Nos. 31 and 31 A (See Supplements
Nos. 31, 31-A)

B. Recommendation: ‘

That Synod accept with appreciation the Reports of the Board of
Indian and Foreign Missions and take grateful recognition of the
labors and progress God has granted us in our mission fields.

Adopted.
IV. Boarp PersoNNEL : -

A. Material : Agenda Report No. 31. (See Supplement No, 31, Sec.
C1I, A and C) (See Supplement No. 31-A, I)

B. Recommendation :

1. That Synod accept the Board’s nominations for member-at-large
" as indicated in Agenda Report No. 31-A, 1. (See Supplement No. 31-A)
(See Art. 157, I1.) Adopted.

V. REPRESENTATION AT SyNoD

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31. (See Supplement No. 31)

B. Recommendation :

That Synod accede to the request that the privilege of the floor be
given on mission matters to the Rev. Evenhouse, Dr. De Groot, Mr. T..
VanDellen, the Rev. J. R. Kamps and at the Board’s oral request, to
the Rev. J. Van Ens, Adopted.

VI. XKoBrE SEMINARY GRANT
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31 (See Supplement No. 31)
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B. Recommendation:

That the request of the Board for authorization to send $800 to
Kobe Seminary be granted. Adopted.

VII. Fourrm TEACHER FoR Remosorr Hiéu ScmooL

A, Material: Agenda Report No. 31 (See Supplement No. 31)

B. Recommendotion

That Synod accede to the Board’s request for permission to place a
fourth teacher in the Rehoboth High School. Adopted.

VIII. PENSION AND SOCIAL SECURITY
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31. (See Supplement No. 31)
B. Action
Attention is called to the Board’s report on this subJect as a matter

* of information. Received as Information.

IX. Sourm AMEerIcA aAND CeEvion MissioN Poricy

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 31 (See Supplement No 31)

B. Recommendation :

That Synod approve the following policy adopted by the Board of
Missiops: “The Christian Reformed Board of Missions has accepted
the responsibility for the South America and Ceylon work in line with
the broadened ‘scope of its mandate of 1912 so that our work is not
limited to the advancement of the spiritual interests of the Reformed
people of Holland descent, but so that our ordained representatives in

" South America are also authorized to promote evangelistic work among
people of other antecedents.”” (Acts 1946, p. 100; Acts 1954, p. 20).

(Reference may also be made to Art. 127, Acta 1955, p. 84 and II,
A, 1 and 2, Agenda Report No. 12, Acta 1955, p. 174.) -

B Adopted.
(Indian and Foreign Missions continued in Art. 80)

ARTICLE 71
Rev. H. Bel again presides. The Advisory Committee on Educa-
tionadl M atters, cf. Arts 33, 56, 62, Elder D. Van Vliet reporting, pre-
sents the followmg

X. PROCEDURE IN THE ORDER OF Vorme ror SEMINARY PRESIDENCY
AND CHAIR oF DoGMATICS.
A. Problem Stated.
This is a preliminary report pertaining to the question of procedure.
Your Advisory Committee on Educational Matters is confronted with
the problem of recommending to Synod the order of voting by Synod

- on the positions of Seminary Presidency and the Chair of Dogmatics.

If it be recommended that Synod should vote first on the Seminary
Presidency, the election of one nominee, Dr. A. Hoekema, prejudices
the subsequent election of a candidate for the Chair of Dogmatics.
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1f it be recommended that Synod should vote first on the nomination
for the Chair of Dogmatics, the election of one nominee, Dr. A.
Hoekema, prejudices the subsequent election for the Seminary Presi-
dency.

Since the order of voting by Synod on these two important positions
in the Seminary may have a profound influence on the choices to be
made, your committee seeks guidance from Synod before ‘submitting
a subsequent or final report.

B. Recommendations:

Your committee recommends that Synod express its priority of voting
on the positions of Seminary Presidency and Chair of Dogmatics.

Grounds:

a. The election of Seminary President and Professor of Dogmatics
are such weighty matters that every precaution should be taken to insure
proper procedure. _

b. The nominations by the Board of Trustees of one nominee for
two positions limits the choice to be made by Synod in filling these posi-
tions. o

¢. Due to the limitations of nominees the sequence of voting will have
an important bearing on the outcome of the voting by Synod.

After some discussion Synod decides to reply to the Advisory Com-
mittee as follows: We request the committee first to advise Synod on
the matter of the Seminary Presidency.

(Educational Matters continued in Art. 97)

ARTICLE 72

Rev. Wm. Van Peursem for the Reception Committee, ci. Arts. 14,
15, 52, 64, introduces Rev. H. Evenhouse, Secretary of Missions.
Rev. Evenhouse calls attention to the presence of the following mis-
sionaries: Rev. and Mrs. E. Van Baak, Rev. H. Bruinooge, Rev. R.
Sytsma, Miss Magdalena Koets, from Japan. Rev. E. Smith, Miss
Geraldine VandenBerg, from Nigeria and Rev. C. Persenaire who is
scheduled to go to Nigeria. Rev. and Mrs. H. Schripsema, Rev. and
Mrs. F. Vander Stoep, Rev. J. Kamps, Dr. L. Bos (Elder delegate to
Synod), Roland Kamps, Miss Mary Kuik from the Indian Field.
Rev. John Van Ens from Ceylon.

Rev. H. Evenhouse introduces Rev. E. Smith who addresses Synod
on the work in Nigeria; Rev. J. Kamps, representative of General Con-
ference at Synod speaks on the Indian Field. Rev. H. Bruinooge, who
is soon to return to Japan, speaks on the work in Japan. Rev. J. Van
Ens speaks on Ceylon. )

Rev. Evenhouse conveyed the greetings of Miss Lillian Bode of
Formosa; and also brings the greetings from the churches in South
America.
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Rev. Van Peursem introduces Rev. H. Blystra, Secretary of Home
" Missions, and presents Rev. H. Dykstra who addresses Synod on the
work of Service Pastor; and Rev. Wm. Heynen who tells of the work
in Alaska.
Rev. H. Verdum ﬁttlngly responds for Synod.

i B N i s R A i

) , ARTICLE 73
g Elder S. Cannegieter leads in closing prayer.
{ WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20
f, Ninth Session
.
Q ARTICLE 74
] The Vice President assumes the chair and calls on Rev. M. Bolt
£ to conduct the devotions. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 95.
5 Psalm 48 is read and prayer is offered.
& ’
¢ ) ARTICLE 75
; Roll call shows that all delegates are present.
G | ARTICLE 76
b The minutes of the previous day are read and approved.
{ ARTICLE 77 ,
b Rev. M. Bolt, chairman of the Committee on Protests and Appeals,
2 requests Synod’s approval to distribute an appeal of Mr. J. Gritter,
v Synod so decides. (Cf. Arts. 144, 145)
¢
‘,: ARTICLE 78 .

The Chairman welcomes the members of the Psalter Hymnal Re-
vision Committee, who are present for the consideration of the report
of the Advisory Committee re this matter.

The Advisory Committee on Publication Matters, Rev. C. Greenfield
reporting, cf. Arts. 55, 56, 61, presents the following:

M,
;

IMPROVEMENT AND REVISION OF THE PSALTER HYMNAL

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report (See Note appended at the end of Art. 83)

2. Letter on behalf of the Reformed Churches of Australia

3. Second letter from Australia — Rev. A. I. De Graaf

(Not officially before Synod)

4. QOvertures 26 and 30.
© 5. Letter from William Rosendale, Midland Park N.7T.

B. General Observations and Recommendations : .

1. The advisory committee has not had the time to study every part
of all the material before us, particularly not the lengthy letter from -
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the brethren in Australia. The committee spent one evening with five -
members of Synod’s study committee for the revised Psalter Hymnal.
The overtures and letters were discussed with them, and many questions
were presented to them. They in return explained the reasons behind
many of the omissions of the present Psalter Hymnal numbers; and
also of the new texts and new tunes being recommended. Your com-
. mittee is impressed with the thoroughness of the work accomplished
and of the diligence exercised by Synod’s study committee in endeavor-
* ing to provide a praise book of sufficient variety and selection both of
" psalms and hymns in conformance with the principles approved by the
Synod of 1953. Of interest too is the fact that 80% of the old Psalter-
Hymnal is retained. Received as Information.

2. As a preliminary recommendation your committee recommends
that Synod grant the members of the Synodical Committee for the
Improvement and Revision of the Psalter Hymnal the opportunity to
‘explain and demonstrate some of the highlights of the result of their
five years labor. Adopted.

Dr. H. Bruinsma now addresses Synod, and Synod sings a few of
the new numbers.

3. Order of procedure. Your committee recommends that the fol-
lowing order be followed in respect to the materials before us:

a) Overture 30

b) Report No. 39

¢) Two letters from Australia and one from Midland Park

d) Overture 26

Adopied.

C. Owerture No. 30

1. Analysis: There are two parts to Classis Sioux Center’s overture:

a) That Synod seriously reconsider whether or not our church is
ready for, and actuyally needs a Psalter Hymnal revision.

- b) That Synod, if convinced that a change is necessary, maintain its
previously adopted position giving preference to the psalms. Three
suggestions are given to assure this position.
2. In regard to the first part of the overture your advisory committee
recommends that Synod do not at this time reconsider the need of a
Psalter Hymnal revision.

. Ground:
The Synod of 1951 appointed the Revision Committee in response
to two classical overtures expressing the need. Since then the Revision
 Committee has reported to Synod every year, and received tacit ap-
proval and confirmation of revision need by the continuance of the
Committee. © Adopted.

3. In regard to the second part of the overture, Synod reply that the
revised Psalter Hymnal does give preference to the psalms.

~
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~ between the psalm number and the selection number.

ARTICLE 79 ' 45 \

Grounds:

a) The total number of: psalms is represented (see “Tabulation of
Results”) while the number of psalm settings has been decreased by 17.
This is explained as the removal of unwarranted duplication of single
psalms, while actually providing a fuller coverage of the psalms. There
is still a wide variety and selection of psalm arrangements.

b) The number of hymns has been increased by 38, one of which
is a psalm- setting transferred to the hymn section, i.e. No. 39, which
is more of a selection from Psalm 22 than a faithful reproduction of
the psalm. The total number of hymns is still only 179 as over against
310 psalm settings. The addition of hymus is according to the original
mandate of 1951, and the plan for the further work approved by the
Synod of 1953. The additional hymns give fuller topical coverage.

c) The assurance that we remain a psalm singing church does not
depend so much on the comparative number of hymns in our praise

- books, as on the faithful observance of the Synodical ruling pertaining

to the use of psalms and hymns. Cf. C.O. Art. 69; Acts of Synod, 1930,
Art. 90, “that our Church should remain chiefly a psalmsinging
Church.”

d) The Revision Committee assures Synod that in the setting up
of the headings of the pages the distinction will be made prominently

Adopted.
D. . Report of the Revision Committee.
Recommendations :

1. Synod take note that in the COmmlttee s Report, page 4, paragraph
2, line 3, the word “added” should be changed to “included.” This is

the desire of the Committee. Recewed as Information.
. 2. Synod grant the privilege of the floor to officers and members of
the Revision Committee, Adopted.

After the reporter of the Advisory Committee has moved the recom-
mendation to approve the proposed revision of the Psalter Hymnal
various members of Synod take the floor to voice their objections to
certain numbers contained in the proposed revision as well as to state-

. ments in other numbers. After some discussion Synod decides to table

the motion to give the Study Committee in consultation with the Ad-
visory Committee an opportunity to consider these objections. The
members of Synod are given an opportunity to appear before the meet-
ing of the joint committees to discuss thelr objections. (Continued in

, Artlcle 83.)

ARTICLE 79

Rev. H. Bel who had again resumed the chalr welcomes Prof.
Emeritus L. Berkhof.
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| ' ARTICLE 80

The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Missions, cf. Arts, - '

. 53, 70, Elder C. Van Zwoll reporting, presents the following:

I. MiNISTER FOR NEW ZEALAND _
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31 (See Supplement No. 31)

B. Recommendations :

1. That Synod assume the responsibility for the traveling and moving
expenses of a minister of our Church duly called by one of the con-
gregations of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand subject to the
following stipulations:

a. Ie shall serve the New Zealand Churches at least 5 years, unless
an eventuality arises that would make his return to our .country
necessary. ‘

b. Should he be called by one of our congregations after 5 years of

-service in New Zealand and the call be accepted, his return passage
shall be paid by our Church.

¢. Salary is to be paid and residence provided by the Reformed
Church of New Zealand as they have promised, with the agency author-
ized to make a salary adjustment (or supplement) if circumstances
should demand such. Adopted.

2. In the event that the Churches of New Zealand fail to obtain a
minister of our Church by call as suggested above, it is recommended
that-Synod thru one of its committees lend a pastor to the New Zealand
Churches, the arrangements to be similar to those that prevail with
respect to South America and Ceylon, subject to the following stipula-
tions:

a. The minister’s term of service shall be for a period of at least -
5 years.

b. A furlough of 4 year be granted after 5 years of service, with
expenses of the furlough to be paid by our Church.

c. The loan arrangement shall be renewed or continued as long as
there is need.

d. Salary is to be paid and residence provided by the New Zealand
Church as promised, with the agency authorized to make salary adjust-

ments (or supplement) if circumstances demand such. Adopted.

3. That Synod allow an adequate amount in the budget of the agency
to which the work is assigned for the above named expenses. Adopted.

4. That Synod designate the Board of Missions as the executive
agency to implement decisions taken with respect to a minister for
New Zealand. . Adopted.

II. MiNISTER FOR MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
A. Material: Letter of request. '
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B.  Recommendation :

That Synod instruct the Board of Missions to study the request for
one of our ministers for the Melbourne church and make a recommenda-
tion to the Synod of 1957.

TSR
,

Ground :
3 Insufficient description and evidence of the need is available at this
" time. Adopted.

ITI. CevioNese STUDENTS AT Carvin COLLEGE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31, Sec. 6. (See Supplement

b No. 31, Sec. 6).

fﬁ B. Recommendation

¢ That Synod refer the problem of supporting the two Ceylonese
{\ students at Calvin College to the Committee on Sponsorship of Foreign
g Students. (See Supplement No. 21) : Adopted.
v IV. Tiv Nartive MINISTERS

} A. Material: Agendd Report No. 31, Sec. 5. (See Supplement No.
3 31, Sec. 5.)

,? B. Recommendation:

[ That the Stated Clerk be instructed to send spec1a1 felicitations to the
v Tiv church upon the day of graduation of four young native men, who
;’: will then be ready for admission to the regular ministry.

v Adopted.

L V. PENsioN oF REV. SONNEVELDT

i A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31 A. (See Supplement No. 31-A)
i B. Recommendation:

3 That the pension allowance for the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt be reduced
- from $2500 to $1500 for the year 1957 (cf. Acts 1955, p. 302), except
¢ that this sum may be augmented at the Board’s dtscretlon up to a total
2 of $2500 upon evidence of undue hardship.

U7

Grounds:
a) This is more in line with salaries now received by ministers active
_in the Reformed Churches in Argentina.
b) Churches in the Netherlands will be approached by our Board
of Missions for fulfilment of their pension obligations to this brother.
Adopted.

NN
\

O

VI:© MISSIONARIES FOR ARGENTINA
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31-A. (See Supplement No. 31-A)
B. Recommendation :
That Synod authorize the assignment of two missionaries additional
to the Rev. Pott’s replacement for Argentina, or a total of three mis-
- sionaries. ‘
Ground :
The Church’s commitment and the area’s need. Adopted.
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VII. BraziL as A Mission FIerp
A. ' Material: Agenda Report No. 31-A. (See Supplement No. 31-A)
B. Recommendation:
That Synod instruct the Board of Missions. to study locations, ar-

rangements and budget demands for the opening of further work in
~ Brazil. Adopted.

VIII. TaE CHURCHES IN ARGENTINA
A.  Material: Agenda Report No. 31-A. (See Supplement No. 31-A)).

B. The attention of Synod and of our congregations is directed to
the struggles and needs of the four churches in Argentina and par-
ticularly those of the Rev. John Boonstra and his church at Commodoro
Rivadavia (Chubut.) “The strength of the group is, however, so
limited that only as they have help and support from elsewhere can they
carry on their own church life effectively, let alone do mission work
besides.” Received as information.

IV. House-PAReENTS, HILLCREST SCHOOL

A. Material: Agerida Report No. 31. (See Supplement No. 31)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod provide house-parents (personnel and mamtenance) for
~ the Hillcrest School, with the understanding that these house-parents
will be transferred to our own dormitory when that becomes a reality.

Grounds:

" a. There is urgent need for house-parents for the Hillcrest Boarding
School,

b. There is great advantage to our personnel that we supply the
personnel for this task. Adopted.

(Indian and Foreign Mission Matters continued in Art. 149).

ARTICLE 81
- Synod adjourns and Elder A. Engbers leads in closing prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20
B Tenth Session

ARTICLE 82
- Rev. A. W. Schaafsma leads in devotions. After Synod sings Psalter
Hymnal No. 182 : 3, 5, the brother leads in prayer. -

ARTICLE 83
Synod again takes up the matter of approving the proposed revision
of the Psalter Hymnal, c¢f. Art. 78, as recommended by the Advisory
Committee. The study committee subimits its advice regarding the ob-
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. jections which have been presented by synodical delegates. Discussion

follows and various amendments are adopted. In. the course of this
discussion the overture of Classis Orange City is also taken up for
consideration. '(See Overture No. 26)

.- The proposal as amended is as follows:

Synod approve the proposed revision of the Psalter Hymnal as con- -
tained in the report of the Study Committee, with these alterations:
p. 12 Ps. Hymn 42 a, stanza 3 last line, the word “are” to “art”; p. 21
Ps. Hymn 238, second line of the stanza, the word “sacred” to “joyful”;.
- 32 Hymn 8 stanza 5 deleted; p. 37 Hymn 22, stanza 3, second line
instead of “He suffered all for thee”, the words “He offers all to thee”;
p. 41, Hymn 31, stanza 4, line 15 the word “while” changed to “since”.

Grounds:

a) The complete coverage of all of the 150 psalms and the greater
fidelity .to the Scripture text of the psalms than in our present Psalter

Hymnal

b) The new tunmes, psalms and hymns, have been carefully chosen
with a view to good musical taste and the requirements for good con-
gregational singing, and the additional hymns also provide a fuller
topical coverage than found in our present Psalter Hymnal
. ¢) The revision is in accordance with the principles of church music
adopted by the Synod of 1953, on the basis of which the revision was
to be carried out. (Art. 57, p. 24)
o Adopted.

" Recommendations:

1. Synod call this fourth edition of the Psalter Hymnal the “Cen-
tennial Edition” and have it made available in 1957.

Adopted.

2. Synod authorize the Psalter Hymnal Revision Committee to pre-
pare the book for publication, to see to its editing, and authorize the
Publication Committee to contract for its pubhcatmn (cf. Art. 157)

Adopted.

A. Two Letters from Australia, and one from Midland Park.

1. Analysis:

Above the signatures of the Reverends Arent I, De Graaf, Johannes

| F. II. Vander Bom, and Dick C. Bouma, a lengthy document has been

addressed to our Synod in regard to 'the proposed revised Psalter
Hymnal. This letter expresses the interest of the Reformed Churches

of Australia in our Psalter Hymnal, which they would like to cal] their

book also. It contains quite a detailed evaluation of the revision sample
presented to the Synod of 1955 by our Committee, along with a sug-
gested revision of liturgical forms. The Church Order Advisory Com-
mittee has been presented with their suggestlons pertaining to the
liturgy.
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The Revision Committee has considered this document, and informed
the brethren in Australia that most of their criticisms applied only to
the sample which was prepared for last year’s Synod. A copy of this
year’s report was sent to them.

The unofficial letter is a reply of one of the brethren, the Rev. A. I..
De Graaf, to the Revision Committee indicating his pleasure in noting
that most of their suggestions had been followed out in the new revised
sample, and also expressing the desire that their wishes in respect to
the liturgical form be considered.

The letter from Mr. William Rosendale of Midland Park, N. J. takes
exception to the wording of Psalter Hymnal numbers 147 and 447.

2. Recommendations:

a) Synod express its gratitude to the Reformed Churches of
Australia for their interest shown in the production of our book of
praise and for the suggestions made. Adopted.

b) Synod take note of the fact that most of the suggestions made by
the brethren of Australia have been carried out by the Revision Com-
mittee. Adopted.

¢) Synod reply to Mr. W, Rosendale that the “excellent aspiration”
to which he takes exception in the two stanzas cited, is similar to many
such aspirations found in the Scriptures. Cf. Psalms 73:23, 42:1, 34:1.

Adopted.

B. Opverture No. 26.

Recommendation . :

1. Synod do not accede to this overture of Classis Orange City to
postpone final action on the approval of the Psalter Hymnal for at least
one year. .

Grounds: ‘ _
. a. The grounds adduced by the overture do not give adequate reasons
for a year’s postponement. a) The revised Psalter Hymnal, the product
of five years of careful study by a competent committee ought to insure
a stable book of praise for many years. b) If there is no urgency for
haste, there surely is no weighty reason given for delay.

b. The psalm section and the hymn section has been before the
Church for two years. The main change in the last revision has been
that of deleting certain selections or retaining a few that are in the

present Psalter Hymnal. Adopted.
2. Synod express its warm appreciation to the Psalter Hymnal Re-
vision Committee for its splendid work. Adopted.

Since the Synod made only a few changes in the Report of the Synodical
Committee for the Improvement and Revision of the Psalter Hymnal as
indicated in Art. 83 above, it is deemed unneccessary to reprint the entire
report in the Supplements of the Acts-of this Synod. Copies of this report
were sent to all Consistories. Additional copies of this report are available
to all Consistories and interested parties upon request to the Stated Clerk.
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ARTICLES 84, 85, 86 | 51

ARTICLE 84
"Dr. Geo. Stob for the Reception Committee, cf. Arts. 15, 52, 64, 72
presents Rev. L. Vermeer, representative for Bethesda at Denver. He
sketches the past history and present purpose of the institution. Elder
Dr. J. D. Plekker responds.

ARTICLE 85
The President reminds Synod of the forthcoming tenth anniversary
of the Reformed Church in Japan. and the Korean Presbyterian
Church. The Stated Clerk is instructed to send congratulations.

ARTICLE 86
The Advisory Committee on Home Missions, cf. Arts. 55, 61 78,
Rev. G. VanderHill reporting, presents the following:

I. PatersoNn Hesrew Mission

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 1. (See Supplement No. 1)

It may be noted that pursuant the decision of the Synod of 1955, the
Paterson Hebrew Mission has been transferred to the supervision of
the General Home Missions Committee, and provisions are being made
for the transfer of the .Paterson Hebrew Mission properties to the
General Committee for Home Missions. In this connection it may also
be noted that the General Committee for Home Missions passed the
following resolution with reference to the Paterson work at its meeting
of February 1-3: “That the work of the Paterson Hebrew Mission be
under the direct supervision of the General Home Missions Committee.
We furthermore recommend that this. supervision be carried out in
consultation with the Eastern Home Mission Board, in accordance with
Article 3 of the Home Mission Order.”

B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod approve the recommended arrangement for the super-
vision of the work of the Paterson Hebrew Mission.
Adopted.
2. That Synod express its thanks for the work done in behalf of the
Paterson Iebrew Mission by the former Paterson Hebrew Mission

Board. Adopted.

- II. CuicAco JEwisH MissioNs

A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 2 and 7-A. (See Supplements
Nos. 2, 7-A)

Classis Chicago North adopted resolutions concurring in the Synodical
decision to -place the wark of Chicago Jewish Missions in the hands
of the General Home Missions Committee for administration. Classis
also recommended that the Chicago work be administered by the Clas-
sical Home Missions Committee, and that this Committee retain for one
year the services of two members of the present Jewish Missions Com-
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mittee. This was approved by the Executive Committee for IHome
Missions, and is now brought to the attention of Synod. It is not wholly
_ clear to your Advisory Committee what is intended by this administrative
arrangement, and takes the liberty of recommending a different reso-
lution to cover the matter,

B. Recommendations: .
1. That the Chicago Jewish Missions be administered in the same
. way as was specified by the General Home Missions Committee for the
Paterson Hebrew Missions, the Classical Home Missions Committee
of Chicago North to be the consultative body.

Grounds:

a. This will make for uniformity in the administration of Jewish
Mission work.

b. This is consistent with the rules (cf. Art. 3) of our Home Mis-
sions Order. Adopted.

2. That Classis Chicago North be advxsed that it is within their power
to augment the Classical Home Missions Committee with advisory
members, as they choose, Adopted.

3. That Synod express its thanks for the work done on behalf of the

Chicago Hebrew Mission by the retiring Board of Hebrew Missions.
Adopted.

4. That the Executive Committee for Home Missions study and
analyze the peculiar problems and challenges of Jewish Missions (if
any), the best method of carrying out the task of Jewish Missions, and
make report with recommendations to the Synod of 1957, the report to
include information concerning what has been done in Jewish missions
during the year 1956-57.

Grounds:

a. Since Jewish Missions has now been transferred to the admini-
stration of the General Home Missions Committee, it is important that
pohcy and method to govern this work be clearly defined so that Jewish
missions may function most fruitfully in the Home Missions program.

b. The Church and her mission agencies ought to have a clear picture
‘of the Jewish Mission task, so that we may know whether Jewish Mis-
sions should be dealt with separately, or whether they should be fully
integrated into the general Home Missions program.

Adopted.

III. Mgr. Avrsert Hultsjen

A.  Material: Agenda Report No. 7. (See Supplement No. 7)

After many years of service as missionary for Jewish missions in
. Chicago, Mr. Albert Huisjen requested the General Committee for
Home Missions to approve his immediate retirement. This was ap-
proved, and to be effective as of April 1, 1956. It was first intended
that Mr. Huisjen should continue to serve part time in connection with



ArticLE 86 ‘ 4 53

the publication of the “Shepherd’s Voice,” but this did not materialize
since his health would not permit.
- B. Recommendations :

1. That Synod approve the action of the General Committee in refer-
ence to the retirement of Mr. Albert Huisjen. :
Adopted.

2. That Synod acknowledge with thanks his many years of diligent
and devoted service in the work of Jewish Home Missions within our
denomination. . " Adofted.

IV. MisstoNARIES FOR CANADA

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 7-A. (See Supplement No. 7-A))

B. Recommendation:

That the request of the Executive Committee for Home Missions
for permission to call missionaries for Canada according to nééd in view
of the reduced staff be granted. Adopted.”

V. SuLrLivan, MicHIGAN
~ A. Materials: Overture No. 50. Agenda Report No. 7-A.

B. Situation : The Church at Sullivan, Michigan, made request, which
was endorsed by Classis Muskegon, for subsidy to the extént of
$2,375.00 per year. The Executive Committee for-Home Missions did-
not grant the request for this subsidy for the following reasons:

1. Sullivan presently comprises 18 families with no promising
potential of future growth.

2. The proximity of other of our churches, the nearest of these being
Fruitport, four miles distant, enables the Sullivan membership with
little inconvenience to worship elsewhere.

3. In view of these facts it is deemed that kingdom stewardship does

~ not permit the request for subsidy.

There is an overture No. 50, from the Sullivan consistory asking
Synod not to follow the recommendation of the Executive Committee
re Sullivan’s request for subsidy. Several grounds are given which
take issue with those given by the Executive Committee for its recom-

“mendation.

C. Recommendations :

1. That Synod advise Classis Muskegon to make a carefill study of
the sitnation at Sullivan and its relation to the Home Missions program
carried on at Fruitport by Classis Muskegon. '

Grounds: ’

a. We do not believe that a decision of such consequence should be
made until Classis Muskegon has had full opportunity for careful ex-
pression of its judgment in the matter.

b. This is in accordance with request made by the First Church of
Muskegon (cf. Overture No. 50). ‘ .~ Adopted.



54 Acrts or Synop, 1956

2. Classis Muskegon present its findings and recommendations to

the Executive Committee for Home Missions,
: Adopted.

3. The Executive Committee for Home Missions be authorized to

talke action with respect to subsidy after this consultation with Classis
Muskegon. Adopied.

VI. Cawnapian CHILDRENS ALLOWANCE

A. Materials: Overture No. 22

Classis Alberta overtures Synod that the General Committee for
Home. Missions be instructed to discontinue the practice of including
the Canadian Government’s Family Allowance in computing the Chil-
dren’s allowance for ministers of subsidized churches.and of home
missionaries in Canada, and that this correction be made retroactive
for 1956.

. B. Recommendation

That Synod accede to the request of Classis Alberta in this matter.

Grounds :

a. Canadian Children’s Allowance must be looked upon as but one
element in the total economic pattern prevailing in Canada. As such it
might be taken into consideration for determining salary level for
Canadian missionaries, but we do not believe it is fair to use it as con-
sideration for reducing children’s allowance.

b. This is consistent with a decision of Synod of 1955 that children’s
allowance given by civil government should not be considered by the
Pension and Relief Administration in computing the average salary of
our ministers (Acts 1955, Art. 140, pt. IV pp 99, 100).

: Adopted.
(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 120)

ARTICLE 87

The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Treasurer, which

is received as information, and referred to the Advisory Budget Com-
mittee. (See Supplement No. 40)

ARTICLE 88
Synod decides to meet in committees in the evening. Elder J. Vander-
Well closes this session with prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 21
Eleventh Session
ARTICLE 89
The Vlce President calls Synod to order. He calls on Rev. M. Vander

Werp to lead devotions, who asks Synod to smg Psalter Hymnal No
297:1,2,9, 10 Psalm 135 is read and prayer is offered.
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, ARTICLE 90
Roll call reveals that Elder C. Van Zwoll is absent with notification.

ARTICLE 91
The minutes of the previous day are read and approved.

ARTICLE 92
The Advisory Committee on Divorce, cf. Arts. 37, 38, Rev. C. Witt
reporting, presents the following:

Before the report of the committee is corisidered, Rev. B. J. Haan
reads the following communication from the Study Committee on
“Divorce and Remarriage”:

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The Committee on Divorce and Remarriage hereby respectfully mforms
Synod that it is not in a position to report at this time in view of circum-
stances which have been previously stated. We deeply regret the necessity
of informing Synod of this sitwation in which we now find ourselves, and
will greatly appreciate all possible consideration with respect to it. We
are still altogether willing to report at a later date in the event that Synod

" should deem it wise to have us continue our efforts. (See Supplement No.

25-A for matters referred to) (See Arts. 37, 88)
Humbly submitted,
WILLIAM KOK
B. J. Haan
H. N. ERFFMEYER
. J. VANDERPLOEG
Divorce :

A. Material:

Agenda Reports Nos. 25, 25-A, 26. (See Supplements Nos. 25, 25-A,
26, 31)

Overture No. 11

Request of Board of Foreign Missions concerning divorce and re-
marriage on Indian Mission Field: Agenda Report, No. 31.

B. Presentation of the Problem

To give Synod a complete picture of the debate on the subject of
marriage and divorce, in which the Church has engaged in the past
would lead us far afield and cover many pages. We trust it is not
necessary for the understanding of the issue before us, though it would
be interesting and valuable. Suffice it to say that our traditional position
on the status of people remarried after an unbiblical divorce, in ac-
cordance with decisions made by the Synods of 1890 and 1908, is that
such people are living in continual adultery.

This basic position has been repeatedly assailed and defended at our

" Synods. But it seems that no Scriptural basis for this contention was

ever specifically adopted by any Synod. To this specific task a study
committee appointed by the Synod.of 1952 set itself. It reported in
1954, but the Synod held its report in abeyance, adding somewhat to
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_ the mandate of the committee, and asked it to continue its work. The
1955 Synod decided that consideration of its slightly revised report
should be postponed until this year, since a second committee, appointed
to study the material of the 1953 Ecumenical Synod’s committee on

" - Marital Relations, had not yet finished its task.

The first named committee (Divorce and Remarriage) (Supplement
No. 25) has made a meticulous study of several passages in Scripture
in which reference is made to the matter of marriage and divorce, and
has come to the following conclusion:

“We have completed the consideration of the first part of our man-
date. We have examined ‘the exegetical foundation for the thesis that
the marriage of any person who has obtained an unbliblical divorce
(or who was-divorced as the result of his own adultery) is a living in
continual adultery.” We have taken our stand in the basic attitude of
Scripture to marriage and reasoned from that point. We have established
that Matthew 19:3-9 supports the above-mentioned thesis; that this
passage in all probability speaks of a relationship that is sinful in the
beginning and remains so; that the general testimony of both Old and
New Testaments agrees with this attitude toward marriage; and that
no clear Scriptural evidence can be adduced which overthrows this
position. '

“Let us be very clear as to what we do not claim for this argumenta-
tion. We do not claim that any passage has ‘been discovered which
finally and independently establishes the thesis concerning continual
adultery. On the contrary, our argumentation is cumulative and in-
” ferential.”

At the close of this report there are 5 proposals with their grounds
in which it is suggested what Synod ought to decide in the face of this
situation. (See Supplement No. 25)

The second committee was asked to study a report by the Committee
. of the Ecumenical Synod on Marital Relations. The Ecumenical Synod
" committee took'a view which is at variance with our traditional position,
and which agrees with that of the Gereformeerde Kerken of the Nether-
lands adopted in 1923, and our Study Committee makes it unmistakably -
clear that it agrees largely with the conclusions of the Ecumenical Synod
Committee. (See Supplement No. 26)

At the close of the report our Committee on Marital Problems asks
Synod to adopt two proposals:

“l. No substantial and conclusive Scriptural evidence has been
produced. to establish the thesis that parties remarried after being
divorced on the ground of their own adultery, or divorced on non-
Biblical grounds, are living in continuous adultery.

“2. No substantial and conclusive Scriptural evidence has been.
produced to warrant the demand that a person remarried after being
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divorced on the ground of his own adultery, must, in order to prove the
sincerity of his repentance, cease 11v1ng in the ordmary marriage re-
lationship with his present spouse.’

~In addition to these two reports, whose recommendations. we have
mentioned, there is an extensive Overture from Classis Hackensack
(No. 11) dealing with this subject. In it an attempt is made to prove
that the argumentation of the Committee on Divorce and Remarriage
is not flawless and that the conclusions reached are therefore ill-

" founded. (See Supplement No. 25)

Tt comes with the request that Synod shall declare “That the Christian
Reformed Church does not find adequate Scriptural warrant for making
a special Synodical ruling which would set up special requirements for
the admission or readmission of those who have been guilty of the sins
of divorce and remarriage.”

(The remainder of this resolution is found under III of the Over-
ture No. 11, and reprinted in these Acts of Synod).

At this point a discussion about procedure’ develops. It is decided
that the report of the Study Committee on Divorce and Remarriage is
before Synod not withstanding the communication of the Study Com-
mittee, and takes precedence over the report of the Advisory Committee.

In view of the fact that the Study Committee does not-defend its
report, the reporter of the Advisory Committee moves the first recom-
mendation of the Study Committee on Divorce and Remarriage, which
reads as follows:

“That Synod adopt the following as the first ground for Point 2
of its present position on divorce: ‘“Those who have been divorced and
remarried contrary to Scriptural requirements have entered an adul-
terous relationship. which is sinful in its continuation as well as its
inception. This interpretation is not only allowed, but clearly implied
in Matthew 5:32; 19:3-9; Mark 10:11, 12; Luke 16:18. It receives
further support from. the analogia fidei, as reflected in such passages
as Genesis 1:27; 2:24; 5:2; Matthew 14 :4; Mark 6:18; Romans 7:2, 3;
I Corinthians 7:10-15.””

After a lengthy discussion this recommendation of the Study Com-
mittee is tabled. '

The reporter of the Advisory Committee now moves the first recom-
mendation of the Advisory Committee which reads as follows:

Your committee having read these documents carefully and having
taken note of the history of the discussion of this problem, in which the
Church has engaged during the past 40 years, has come to the conclusion
that 1t is futile to expect conclusive Scr1ptura1 evidence for either
position.

Your committee therefore proposes that Synod adopt the following
statement :
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The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church refrains from declaring
that marriage after unblibical divorce is either continual adultery or is
not continual adultery since there is no conclusive substantiation for
either thesis in the Scriptural data that have been advanced, such as:
Matt. 19:3-9; Mark 10:11 ,12; Luke 16:18; Romans 7:2, 3; 1 Cor.
7:10-15 and 39.

After some more discussion the recommendation of the Advisory
Committee is tabled.

(Divorce Matters continued in Art. 96)

ARTICLE 93
Synod adjourns for dinner, and Elder L. Brouwer closes this session
with prayer. : ‘

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 9% ,
The President requests Rev. A. Hoogstrate to lead devotions. Synod
sings No. 456 Psalter Hymnal and Rev. Hoogstrate leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 95
Rev. F. M. Huizenga takes the place of Rev. N. Beute. He rises to
declare agreement with the Forms of Unity.

.

ARTICLE 9

Synod resumes (cf. Art. 92) discussion of the matter of Divorce and
Remarriage. (cf. Arts. 37, 38, 92) Again there is discussion about
procedure. Thereupon motion prevails to take up the report of the.
Study Committee on Marital Problems. Soon afterward this report is
tabled, since Synod judges that in effect the issue which was debated
when the recommendation of the other Study Committee was before
Synod will be debated again, Synod decides to vote on the first recom-
mendation of the Study Committee on Divorce and Remarriage. The
recommendation is as follows:

a. Those who have been divorced and remarried contrary to Scrip-
tural requirements have entered an adulterous relationship which is
sinful in its continuation as well as its inception. This interpretation
is not only allowed, but clearly implied in Matthew 5:32; 19:3-9; Mark
10:11, 12; Tuke 16:18. Tt receives further support from the analogic
fidei, as reflected in such passages as Genesis 1:27; 2:24; 5:2; Matthew
14:4; Mark 6:18; Romans 7:2, 3; I Corinthians 7:10-15.

Rejected.

Since the other recommendations of the Study Committee on Divorce
and Remarriage are dependent on the above recommendation, which

was rejected, Synod does not consider them. (See Supplement No. 25)
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Synod now takes up the recommendations of the Study Committee
on Marital Problems, (See Supplement No. 26) Rev. G. Hoeksema
reporting, presents the following recommendations: :

1. No substantial and conclusive Scriptural evidence has been
produced to establish the thesis that parties remarried after being
divorced on the ground of their own adultery, or divorced on non-
Biblical grounds, are living in continual adultery.

Adopted.

2. No substantial and conclusive Scriptural evidence has been
produced to warrant the demand that a person remarried after being
divorced on the ground of his own adultery, or divorced on non--
Biblical grounds, must, in order to prove the sincerity of his repentance,
cease living in the ordinary marriage relationship with his present
spouse. Adopted.

The recommendations of the Advisory Committee are now taken up,
Rev. C. Witt reporting. The first recommendation reads as follows:-

The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church refrains from declar-
ing that marriage after unbiblical divorce is either continual adultery -
or is not continual adultery since there is no conclusive substantiation
for either thesis in the Scriptural data that have been advanced, such as:
Matthew 19:3-9; Mark 10:11, 12; Luke 16:18; Romans 7:2, 3; I Cor.
7:10-15 and 39.

This motion is tabled after some discussion.

The following motion is now presented :

“No conclusive Scriptural evidence has been produced to establish
the thesis that the parties remarried after divorce on the ground of their
own adultery, or divorced on non-Biblical grounds, are not living in
continual adultery.” Rejected.

At this point the Vice President takes the gavel Synod decides to
recommit the remaining recommendations of the Advisory Committee
on Divorce.

(Divorce Matters continued in Art. 152)

ARTICLE 97

The Advisory Committee on' Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 56, 62,
71, Elder D. Van Vliet reporting presents the following:

SEMINARY PresiDENCY

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35-A, B. 1. (See Supplement No
35-A, B. 1)

B. Recommendations :

1. Your committee recommends that this Synod do mnot elect a
Seminary President from the nomination presented by the Board of
Trustees.

Ground :
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The nomination was not made known to the church and/or the
_delegates to Synod in sufficient time for an election at this session, al-
though the Board of Trustees strove to produce a nomination in time
‘(Acts of Synod 1953, page 68 (6, b,) Acts of Synod 1955, page 320
(d)). Adopted.

2. Your Committee recommends that the Executive Committee of
the Board of Trustees appoint one of the Seminary Faculty as Acting
President for the academic year 1956-1957. Rejected.

Since the second recommendation is rejected Synod decides to re-
commit the matter of the Presidency of the Seminary. (Continued in
Art, 125) (Educational Matters continued in Art. 104)

ARTICLE 98

The Stated Clerk presents a matter referred to in the report of the
Synodical Committee dealing with the problem of our ministers serving
non-subsidized churches in Canada who at the present time are unable
to exCercise their legal privilege as American citizens to obtain Social
Security rights. (See Supplement No. 41)

The following advice is presented:

"~ 1..That our American citizen ministers serving a non-subsidized
congregation within Canada initiate the necessary action required to
" meet the legal requirements with the officials of the Internal Revenue
department, and inform the Synodical Committee of the solution ef-
fécted, and if necessary enlist their aid if such further aid should be
required. , Adopted.

2. That the minor: expenses involved in assisting these ministers
above referred to be defrayed from the Synod1ca1 Expense fund with
the tacit approval of Synod. ‘ Adopted.

ARTICLE 99
A letter from Miss Josephine Baker, Librarian, expressing apprecia-
tion for a place among the honored guests at the Testimonial Dinner
is received as information.

ARTICLE 100

The Committee on Church Owder, cf. Arts. 44, 65, 68, Rev. H.
Petersen reporting, presents the following: 7

I. PayMmENT OoF Moving ExPENSES oF RETIRED MINISTERS OR WDOWS
oF MiN1sTERS DYING IN ACTIVE SERVICE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 11-A. (See Supplement No. 11-A) -
B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod make some provision for paying the expenses of
ministers retiring. and widows of ministers dying in active service in

moving from the last charge to the place of retifement residence.
Adopted.
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2. That Synod instruct the Ministers’ Pension and Relief Ad-
ministration Board to formulate the details of the plan of operation
and submit the plan to the Synod of 1957 for approval

Grounds: .

a. The problem of moving expenses of retiring ministers and widows
of ministers dying in active service is a persistent one. '

b. Such ministers and widows living at a great distance from the
chosen place of retirement residence should not be made to suffer
hardship because of this circumstance.

c. There is no provision at present for assistance in meeting such
moving expenses. Adopted

II. TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE
A. Material: Overture No. 27, from the Seattle consistory “that

- the Chr. Ref. Church endeavor to join with other conservative churches

in sponsoring or facilitating the early production of a faithful trans-
lation of the Scnptures in the common language of the American

. people.”

B. Recommendotion
That Synod refer this overture to the teachlng staff of the Old and

.New Testament departments of our Seminary for thorough considera-

tion and report to the Synod of 1957, (cf. Art. 157)
Adopted.

+ III. CaLLING MINISTERS FROM THE NETHERLANDS

A. Maierial: Overture No. 19.

B. Recommendation :

That Synod do not accede to the. request of Classis Pacific to appoint
an official screening committee for all Canada for the calling of ministers
from the Netherlands.

" Grounds:

1. This is a classical matter.

2. Canadian classes now have their own screemng (or contact)
committees for this purpose which have functioned satisfactorily, and
Classis Pacific can appoint its own committee,

Adopted.
IV, ExaMINATION OF CANDIDATES :
~A. Materials : Overtures No. 6, 24, 28, 36. .

Overtures Nos. 6 and 24 suggest improvement of the examination
and re-instatement of the examination in Old. and New Testament
exegesis. Overtures Nos. 28 and 36 suggest discontinuance of the
examination by Synod and transfer of it to some other ecclessiastical
body.

B. Recommendation : .

That Synod appoint a study committee to review, and to make re-
commendations for improvement and/or changes in, the present method
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of examining candidates for the ministry, giving attention to the mat-
ters mentioned in Overtures 6, 24, 28, and 36, and to previous synodical
reports and decisions on this subject.

Ground: There is widespread dissatisfaction with the present method
of ‘examination, as evidenced by these four overtures.
(See Art. 157 for Committee appointed) Adopted.
(Church Order Maiters continued in Art. 103)

ARTICLE 101
Synod takes recess. Elder J. Vander Veen closes with prayer.

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 21
Thirteenth Session

. ARTICLE 102
Rev. C. Terpstra leads in devotions. He announces No. 56 Psalter
Hymnal and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 103 ‘
The Committee on Church Order, cf. Arts. 44, 65, 68, 100, Rev H.
Petersen reporting presents the followmg

I. InQuiry oF REFORMED CHURCHES OF . NEw ZEALAND REGARDING
BIsLE TRANSLATIONS ~

A. Material: Letter dated October 27, 1955.
B. Recommendation :

That Synod inform the Reformed Churches of New Zealand that the
‘American Standard Version has been recommended to our churches,
and supply them with the material regarding this version found in the
Agenda and Acts of Synod, 1926, 1934, 1954.

Adopted.
II. Revision oF ArTICLE 44 oF THE CHURCH ORDER.
A. Material:

Overture No. 1, from Classis Zeeland, suggesting that church visiting
not be required every year, but rather every other year, if the ‘Classes
deem this sufficient.

B. Recommendation: Your committee calls attention to the fact
w that supervision in our Reformed system of church government is
mutual, and only mutual. We have no system of superintendency, as
churches following the episcopal form of government have. Our mutual
supervision is executed through church visitation according to Article
44, C. O., and through the questions asked at Classis according to Art.
41, C.0O. Your committee feels that for effective work and for the
spiritual welfare of the churches, we are not overdoing our work of
mutual supervision. Furthermore, we are inclined to think that our
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difficulty is first of all with the perfunctory method in which this im-
portant work is often conducted, .and the carelessness with which
classes sometimes appoint visitors, failing to appoint the most com-
petent men for this work.

Your committee therefore advises Synod not to accede to the over-
ture of Classis Zeeland. : Adopted.

III. REQUEST FOR CORRESPONDENCE FROM ALTREFORMIERTE KIRCHE
IN NIEDERSACHSEN.
A.  Material: Letter dated June 2, 1956,
B. Recommendation:
That Synod refer this letter to the Comm1ttee on Ecumenicity and
Interchurch Correspondence, and instruct the Committee to send one
of our ministers, who will be on the Continent of Europe, to bring

© fraternal greetings to the meeting of the Synod of the Altreformierte

Kirche in December, 1956, and, if this is impossible, to send fraternal
greetings by letter. Adopted.

IV. TransreEr oF Two CoNGREGATIONS FrRoM CrLAssis Hupsow To
Crassis HACKENSACK.

A. Materials: Letter from Classis Hackensack, dated April 20, 1956.
Letter from Classis Hudson, dated April 30, 1956.

Both Classes approve the requests of Northside, Passaic and Lodi to
be transferred from Classis Hudson to Classis Hackensack.

B. Recommendatwn That Synod approve these requests for trans-
fer, Adopted.

V. Ecumenicity aAND CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE

A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 17,

B. Recommendations: '

1. Regarding the Orthodox Presbyterian Church we recommend that
Synod invite the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church to appoint a committee of four for the purpose of carrying on
ecumenical and closer fellowship conversations with a committee ap-
pointed by the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. Said' com-
mittees shall then be authorized to arrange for time and place of meet-
ing, and shall inform their respective assemblies from time to time of
the progress made. (See Art. 157) Adopted.

2. Regarding Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America we
recommend :

a. That Synod appoint a committee of four mandated to carry on
ecumenical conversations with a committee to be appointed by the
Reformed Presbyterian Church.

b. That Synod inform the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church. that it has appointed a committee and invites the Reformed
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Presbyterian Church to do likewise to carry on ecumenical conversa-
tions. These comm1ttees are authorized to make the necessary arrange-

ments. :
c. That the committee of Synod report progress of such conversations
from time to time to subsequent Synods. (See Art. 157)
Adopted.

3. Regarding the request of the Reformed Presbyterian Church for
our endorsement and cooperation in its attempt to add an amendment
to the United States Constitution stating that Jesus Christ is Savior and
Ruler of Nations we recommend: .

a. That Synod declare that the Synod of the Christian Reformed
‘Church shares with the Reformed Presbyterian Church the conviction
that Christ must be recognized as King, and His will must be obeyed.

Adopted.

b. That Synod declare that it is not convinced that the addition of-
an amendment to that effect is proper in the Constitution.

' Adopted.

4. Correspondence from the Reformed Churches of New Zealand
regarding compatability of membership in the World Council of
Churches and Reformed Ecumenical Synod, we recommend :

That Synod instruct its committee on Ecumenicity to continue study
of the questions involved in the letter of the Reformed Churches of
. New Zealand and to submit a report to the Synod of 1957 so that
possible recommendations’ may be sent to the Ecumenical Synod of

1958. Adopted.

5. Westminster Confession and the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand. - The question asked is: Why has not the Christian Reformed
Church accepted the Westminster Confession of Faith next to the
Three Forms? We recommend that Synod accept the reply of our
Committee on Ecumenicity and Church Correspondence as information.

Adopted.

6.. Communication from the Reformed Churches in Indonesia, asking
again for help in doing mission  work. Inasmuch as this letter is ad-
dressed to the Christian Reformed Synod, in care of the Christian
" Reformed Board of Missions, we recommend: That Synod refer this
matter to the Christian Reformed Board of Missions for advice.

Adopted.

7. The Chrlshan Church in Sudan (Ekkhznyar Kristi A Sudan
Lardin Benue). The Committee on Ectmenicity and Interchurch Cor-
respondence considered the request of this recently-established daughter
church for fellowship. After studying the Constitution of this Church,
the Committee came to the conclusion that she should be recognized as
a “sister” church. After an interview with Rev. Edgar Smith, your
advisory committee is of the same opinion and recommends
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a. That Synod invite this Church to enter into full ecclesiastical fel-
lowship with us.

b, That Synod suggest.to this Church that it seek to become a con-
stituent member of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod.

c¢. That Synod take the appropriate steps in recommendmg this
Church to our Reformed Ecumenical Synod.

d. That Synod express great joy in being prxvﬂeged to establish full
fellowship with this church. Adopted.

VI. Rev. J. W. VAN WEELDEN’S CANDIDACY FOR THE CHRISTIAN
REFORMED MINISTRY
A. Materials: Statement from Classis Sioux Center.
Documents submitted by Classis Sioux Center, all available to Synod.
Report of the Synodical Examiners. :
Recommendation of the Sioux City, Iowa consistory, endorsed b\
Classis Orange City.
- Statement of Rev. Van Weelden.

B. Analysis: Up to March 2, 1955 the Rev. J. W. Van Weeluw
was a minister in the Protestant Reformed Church. On July 21, 1955
he requested Classis Sioux Center to examine him on the basis of Art. 9
of the Church Order with a view to being declared eligible for the
ministry in the Christian Reformed Church. Classis Sioux- Center
examined him on September.22, 1955. The Synodical examiners gave
the following advice at that time: “We advise that, because of the
unusual nature of the case, and because of the precedent it establishes,
final approval of the Rev. Van Weelden’s application for candidacy be
given by the Synod of 1956, but that in the meantime, and as a step

* toward candidacy, the Rev. Van Weelden be recommended to our con-

sistories for the preaching:of the Word on a temporary basis.” Rev.
Van Weelden was engaged by our Sioux City consistory as a stated
supply and is still serving the Sioux City Christian Reformed Church
in this capacity. After the meeting of Classis Sioux Center, March 7,
1956, and at the request of Classis, the Synodical examiners made this
statement which is before Synod: “In view of the excellent record of
the Rev. James Van Weelden, while serving the Sioux City congrega-
tion during the past six months, and recalling the highly favorable out- -
come of the examination to which the Rev. Van Weelden submitted on
September 22, 1955, we recommend that Synod give final approval to
the Rev. James Van Weelden’s application for entrance into the ministry
of the Chrlstzan Reformed Church under Article 9 of the Church

Order.”

“In concurring with the advice of the Synodical examiners, which
advice is before Synod, Classis did not intend to imply that it had no

" legal right according to Article 9 to admit the Rev. J. W. Van Weelden

to the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church upon the approval
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of the Synodical examiners. It did deem it wise, in accordance with
the advice of the Synodical examiners, to exercise precaution (in view
of the present disturbance in the Protestant Reformed Church and the
possible return of more ministers from said denomination in the near .
future by way of Article 9, which possible situation may induce Synod
to reexamine Article 9 as it relates to the academic training of rninisters
applying under this article conjointly with Article 8). Classis Sioux
Center is however convinced that the Rev. J. W. Van Weelden fully
qualifies for the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church and that by
following the procedure of placing the brother upon the stated probation
and deferring his admittance into the Christian Reformed Church untif
Synod has approved, the necessary precaution has been exercised.”
. C. Recommendation: In view of the steps taken by Classis Sioux
Center to admit the Rev. James W. Van Weelden to the ministry in
the Christian Reformed Church under Article 9 of the Church Order;
in view also of the caution which has been exercised in this matter;
and in view of the unanimous recommendation of the Synodical dele-
gates for Examination of Classis Minnesota North, Minnesota South,
and Orange City :

1. Synod inform Classis Sioux Center that it has no objection to the
admittance of the Rev. James W. Van Weelden to the ministry of the
Christian Reformed Church. Adopted.

2. Synod approve the work of the Synodical Examiners. Adopted.

VIL. PArTICULAR SYNODS
A. Material : Overture No. 29,

B. Recommendation: That Synod do not accede to the request of
Classis Sioux Center “to reconsider the problem of Particular Synods
and to appoint a committee to present a blueprint of speciﬁc plans for
distribution and administration of denominational wor

Grounds :

1. The Synod of 1954, after careful study, declined to act favorably
on the matter of Particular Synods.

2. Classis Sioux Center has not demonstrated the need to restudy the
matter at this time. Rejected.

Synod adopts the overture (No. 29) of Classis Sioux Center. (See
Art. 157 for committee) :

VIII. Decisions Re Docrrine or CHURCH Poriry MAaTTERS

A. Material: Overture No. 41 from Classis Grand Rap1ds South

B. Recommendation:

1. That Synod do not accede to the request of Classis Grand Rapids
South “to adopt the rule that no final action in matters of doctrine or
church polity shall be taken by a Synod unless the Classes shall have
had opportunity to study such matters ... ”
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2. Synod inform Classis Grand Rapids South that Synod agrees with
the general thrust of the overture and suggests to Classis Grand Rapids -
South to come with a more specific overture to the next Synod.

Ground: The overture is not clear on what is meant by “matters of
doctrine or church polity.” :

. Adopted.
ARTICLE 104

f he Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 56, 62

71, 97, Elder 'D. Van Vliet reporting, presents the following:

Your committee recommends that Synod elect an Acting-President
of Calvin Seminary for the academic year 1956-1957 from the follow-
ing nomination: Prof. J. Kromminga, Rev. N. J. Monsma, and Prof.
Henry Stob.

Synod goes into executive session. Dr. D. De Vries, Secretary of
the Board of Trustees, is asked to be present whﬂe Syned discusses
this matter. (Continued in Art. 125)

ARTICLE 105 : '
Synod adjourns and Eider G. Kamp closes with prayer.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 22
Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 106

The President requests Rev. O. De Groot to conduct devotions. He
announces Psalter Hymnal No. 54:1-3, reads Psalm 27 and leads in

prayer.
ARTICLE 107

Roll call shows that all delegates are present except Elder C. Van
Zwoll, who is absent with notification. .

ARTICLE 108
The minutes of the previous day are read and approved.

ARTICLE 109
The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters, cf. Art. 17, Elder G.
Kamp reporting presents the following:
I. PayMeNT oF QUoTas ForR CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY DURING
1955

A. The following Classes paid their quota in full: Chicago North,
Chicago South, Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids South, Grand
Rapids West, Haclcensack, Kalamazoo, Zeeland.
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B. The following Classes did not pay. their quota in full:

Classis’ Churches Paid in full In arrears
Cadillac
California .....ocoveeveeceeeeeennne
Chatham ......
"Hamilton ..o
Minnesota North ......
Minnesota South ...

Orange City ...eco-..
Ostfriesland .......
Pacific ..coeeeee
Pella ... erenneans
Sioux Center ............
Wisconsin oooooceveiomrnienee

C The following Classes did not submit'a report to the Stated
Clerk of Synod:

Alberta, Eastern Ontario, Holland, Hudson, Muskegon, Rocky
Mountain. Inasmuch as Classis Rocky Mountain was not organized
"until the fourth quarter of 1955, all quota payments by the churches
which now comprise this Classis are reported by the Classical Treasurers
of Classis California and Classis Pella, where these churches were
previously included. . Recewved as Information.

II. Back 1o Gop Hour

A. Material:

1. Agenda Reports No. 32 32-A (See Supplement 32, 32-A)

2. Special Advisory Budget Committee Report (See Supplement
No. 39)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod adopt a budget of $6.75 per family fox the year 1957.

Grounds: This is recommended by the Spec1a1 Advisory Budget
Comn;uttee

This is the amount requested by the Back to God Hour Comumittee.

Adopted.

III. CHurca Hrerp Funp

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 23 (See Supplement No. 23)

2. Special Advisory Budget Committee Report (See Supplement
No. 39)

B. Request: The Church Help Committee requests Synod to
establish a quota of $5.00 per family for the year 1957.

C. Recommendation: That Synod adopt a budget of $4.00 per
family for the year 1957.

Grounds:
1. This is recommended by the Special Advisory Budget Commiittee.
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2. Loans out,standing'.as of Dec. 31, 1955, amount to $1,573,050.54,

~and the repayments for the year 1955 amount to $66,075.30, which is

slightly over 4%. '

3. Your committee.is of the opinion that an earnest effort ought to

‘be made to make the Church Help Fund more of a revolving fund. In

order to accomplish this objective, the churches receiving loans should
be encouraged to make repayments to the utmost of their ability, so that
the repayments will more nearly keep pace with the new loans granted.

4. Your committee believes that a budget of $4.00 per family, to- -

gethel with the funds on hand, wxll supply the needs of Church Help.
Adopted.

IV. Cawnapian ImmiGraTION FUunD
- A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 37 (See Supplement No. 37)

2. Special Advisory Budget: Committee Report (See Supplement
No. 39)

B. Request: That a budget of $1.50 per family be cstablished for
the year 1957. .

C. Recommendation: That Synod adopt a budget of $1.35 per
family for the year 1957,

Grounds:

1.-This is recommended by the Special Advisory Budget Committee.

2. Directive, given by the Synods of 1954 and 1955, to the effect
that “the Immigration Committee be instructed to work toward the
elimination of fieldmen as employees of the church”. (Acts of Synod
1955)

3. The committee reports a balance of $12,798.64 on hand at the

beginning of 1956. This, together with the recommended budget, will

suffice to cover anticipated expcnd1tures
Adopted.
V. Ministers’ Pension Funp
A. Materials: : ,
Agenda Reports No. 11, 11A, and 11B. (See Supplement No. 11,

11-B)

Special Advisory Budget Committee Report. (Supplenient No. 39)

B. Recommendation: That Synod adopt a budget of $4.50 per
family for the year 1957. o ‘

Grounds : .

< 1. This is recommended by the Spcc1al Advisory Budget Committee.

2. This is the amount requested by the Pension Fund.
' Adopted.
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VI. Svywobrcar EXPENSE

A, Materials:.
Special Advisory Budget Committee Report. ( Supplement No. 39)
Synodical Treasurer’s Report (See Supplement No. 40)

B. Recommendations:. 1. That Synod adopt a budget of .75 per
family for the year 1957.

Grounds: :

a. This is recommended by the Spec1al Advisory Budget Conunittee.

b. In view of the balance on hand, this will take care of the expected
expenditures. "Adopted.

2. That the Synodical Treasurer process his report through the
Special Advisory Budget Committee and that his report be on a calendar
year basis, Adopted.

VII. Home MissioNs

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Reports No. 1, No. 2, No. 7 and 7-A. (See Supplements
No. 1, 7, 7-A)

2. Special Advisory Budget Committee Report {Supplement No. 39)

B. Request:
a. Church Extension-U.S. ... . $14.01 per family
b. Church Extension Canada $ 1.50 per family
¢. Fund for Needy Churches ... $ 4.50 per family
d. Paterson Hebrew Mission .3 .35 per family
e. Chicago Jewish Mission $ .55 per family

$20.91

C. Recommendation: That Synod adopt the following budget:
a. Church Extension U.S. oo $11.00 per family
b. Church Extension Canada .. $ 1.00 per family
¢. Fund for Needy Churches .........uu...... $ 4.50 per family
d. Paterson Hebrew Mission .... $ .35 per family
e. Chicago Jewish MiSSION. - cecceriiiieeeveeeeeees $ .55 per family

$17.40
Adopted.
Grounds: This is recommended by the Special Advisory Budget
Committee.

Church Extenstion U.S.

1. There is a cash balance on hand of $70,388.00 plus $35,542.00
market value of stocks and bonds -~ Total $105,930.00.

2. The recommended quota represents a 66% increase over the 19'56
quota. .

3. The actual investment in fields opened to date is considerably. less
than the $50,000.00 per field requested by the committee.
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Church Extension Canada -
There is a considerable cash balance on hand as of Dec. 31, 1955 ~
($157,250).

Fund for Needy Churches — This is the amount requested by the
committee.

Jewish Missions — These are the amounts requested by the com-
mittees. ‘ , Adopted.

VIIL
A

RN - R

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

=

Cavusks REcoMMENDED (Arranged alphabetically)
For one or more offerings
Back to God Television Program

. Christian Seamen’s Home

. Korean Reformed Spiritual Relief

. Dordt College

. Relief Fund for Unordained Mission W01ke1s
. Soldiers’ Fund

. Sponsorship of Foreign Students

Adopted.
Accredited Causes

. Bethany Christian Home
. Bethesda Sanatorium
. Boechout, Belgium, School with the Bible

Buritish and Foreign Bible Society (Canadian Chmches Only)

. Calvinist Cadet Corps

. Christian Labor Association of the U.S. (U.S. churches only)

. Christian Labor Association of Canada (Canadian chuiches only)
. Christian Sanatorivm at Goffle Hill )
. Elim Christian Training School

. Faith, Prayer, and Tract League

. Lord’s Day Alliance in the U.S. (For U.S. Churches only)

. Loxd’s Day Alliance in Canada (For Canadian Churches only)

. National Christian Association

. National Union ‘of Christian Schools

A. General Fund
B. Christian School Educational Foundation
Pine Rest Christian Association (Including Children’s Retreat)
Reformed Bible Institute
Synodical Tract Committee (also called Back to God Tract Com-
mittee)
Westminster Semmary
World Home Bible League
Young Calvinist Servicemen’s Fund

Adopted.
Recommended to Diaconates for Support

. Calvinist Resettlement Service (Only if requested)
. Canadian Relief Fund

. Christian School Employees Emergency Relief

. Korean Material Relief ‘

Adopted.
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D. For Moral Support..
1. American Bible Society
2. The Gideons (Bible Distribution Only)
" 8. Young Calvinist Federation of North America

| , Adopted.
~IX. InpIaN AND FOREIGN MIiSSIONS
A, Materials:

Agenda Report No. 31 (See Supplement No. 31)

Special Advisory Budget Committee Report (See Supplement No.
39)

Auditor’s Report for 1955

1957 Budget Requests

B. Requests: Permission to spend from current operating funds
for 1956, $41,824.00

Permission to spend from current ‘special gift funds for 1956,
$44,700.00

Special gift budget requests for 1957, $99,560.00.
Request for quota of $14.86 per family.
C. Recommendation:
1. That Synod grant approval to the board to spend $32,109.00 from
current operating funds for 1956. In our opinion the amount of
" $9,715.00 represents Capital items, which should come from the special
gift fund. Adopted.
2. That Synod g1ant approval to the board to spend $54,415.00 from
current special gift funds for 1956. Adopted.
3. That Synod approve the special gift budget request for 1957 of -
$99,560.00. Adopted.

4. That Synod approve a per famxly quota for 1957 of $12. 00

Grounds

1. Surplus in this fund increased $324, 000 00 over the last five years.

2. Liquid assets on hand as of December 31, 1955, were $467,000.00,
exclusive of funds due from the South America and Ceylon Committee.

3. This quota is recommended by the Special Advisory Budget Com-
mittee.

4. In our opinion, the surplus of this committee should be systemati-
cally reduced. . Adopted.

X. ! CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

A. Materiols:

Agenda Report No. 33 (See Supplement No. 33)

Special Advisory Budget Committee’ Report. (See Suppiement No.
39)

B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod approve the com-
mittee’s request for a per family quota of $1.25.
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Grounds:

1. This will finance the committee’s operating budget.

2. This is the recommendation of the Specml AdV1501y Budget Com-
mittee, ; Adopted.

XI. Carvin' COLLEGE AND SEMINARY (See Supplements No. 33,
35-A, 39)
A.  Materials:
Financial Statement Sépt. 1, 1954 to Aug. 31 1955.
Agenda Reports No. 35 and 35-A.
Special Advisory Budget Commitiece Report.

B. Reguest: That Synod establish a budget of $14.00 per famﬂy
for the year 1957.

a. Operations — $12.50 per family

b. Capital Needs $1.50 per family

C. Recommendation: That Synod adopt a budget of $14.00 per
family for the year 1957.

Grounds

1. This is recommended by the Special Adv1sory Budget Committee.

2. $12.50 per family is required to finance the operating budget of
Calvin College and Seminary.

3. $1.50 (the same as in 1956) is required to estabhsh an equity for
projected buildings. Adopted.
XII. Carvin COLLEGE AND SEMINARY
" A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35-A (See Supplement No. 35-A)

B. Request: The board requests approval of a revised schedule of

~ Tuition at the college.

C.' Recommendation: - That Synod approve the revised schedule of
tuition rates for the college. This represents an increase of $30.00
per semester for non-Christian Reformed students, and an increase of
$20.00 to $3O 00 for Christian Reformed students, the $30.00 being f01

those living in Grand Raplds and v1c1n1ty

Adoj)ted
Synod decides to refer the matter of tuition rates for non-members
of our denomiination and those living in very close proximity to Calvin
College to the Executive Committee for study and to report to the
Board of Trustees and the next Synod.
D. Regquest: The board requests approval of a new flexible salary
scale for Calvin Seminary, and an increase of $200.00 in the base pay
of the college teaching personnel. Adopted.

E. Reguest: The board requests approval of the modification of
pension rules (Agenda Report No. 35 - D.4) The new rule provides
in effect that increases in Social Security benefits since September 1,
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1952, shall not operate to reduce retirement income from the pension
fund. (See Supplement No. 35-A) . Adopted.

XIII. Quorta ADJUSTMENT — DorDT

A. Material:, Agenda Report No. 30 (Majority and Mierity
Report) (Supplement No. 30)

B. Recommendation:

1. That Synod do not accede to the overture of Classis Sioux Center °

to the Synod of 1953. Adopted.
2. That Synod recommend The Dordt College to our churches for
one or more offerings. Adopted.

- (Budget Matters continued in Art. 112)

ARTICLE 110
Befme Synod recesses the ballot is cast for membership on the
various denominational Boards and Standing Committees.” Elder S.
Steen closes this session with prayer.

(Results of Elections in Art. 157)

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 22
Fifteenth Session

" ARTICLE 111
Rev. N J. Monsma leads devotions. Synod sings Psalter Hymmnal
No. 124:1, 3, and prayer is offered.

ARTICLE 112
The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters, cf. Arts. 17, 109.

Elder G. Kamp reporting, continues its report and presents the follow-

ng: . _ :

I. Reoguest oF Crasskes EasrErxy Oxtario to Derray Cost or
IxcorPORATION ['EES oF THE CHRISTIAN RrrorMED CIIURCH 1N
THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

A. Material: Overture No. 2

B. Recommendation: Your committee recommends that Synod ac-
cede to this request, and instruct the Synodical Treasurer to assume -
this expense.

. Ground: The fee, which is expected to be $1,600 to $2,000, is too
heavy a burden for this small church to bear. Adopted.

II. CrassiFicaTioN OF ACCREDITED CAUSES
A. Material: Overture No. 9. )
B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod refer this over-
ture to the Special Advisory Budget Committee for study and report
to the Synod of 1957,
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Ground : This is the committee which established the present classifi-
cation and it is our opinion that no change should be made until it has
had an opportunity to study the overture. A definite pattern has been
established, which ought not to be disturbed without study.

Adopted.

II1. SynobricaL ReiMBURSEMENT For CLASSIS EXPENSES
A. Material : Overture No. 12, Classis Hackensack.

B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod grant the request
of Classis Hackensack, and instruct the Synodical Treasurer to honor
bills presented by this classis for 80% of the classical expenses incurred
by its Florida delegates to classical meetings.

Ground : As adduced by Classis Hackensack.

: Rejected.
IV. REMUNERATION FOR Loss OF SALARY

A. Mauteriol: Overture No. 13, Classis Wisconsin

B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod instruct the
Synodical Treasurer to remunerate such laymen at the rate of $15.00
per day.

Ground : It is the opinion of your committee that this would make
the talents of more laymen available for denominational service.

Adopted.
V. Loans rroM Cuurca Herp Funp, INc

A.. Material - Overture No. 42, Classis Grand Rapids South.

B. Recommendation: We recommend that this overture be referred
to the Church Help Fund committee for study and report to the next .
Synod.

Grounds : : ,

1. The present rules of Church Help Fund, Inc. do not permit such
a loan. ,

2. It is not within the province of our committee to make recommen-
dations beyond these rules. Adopted.

- VI. RegussT vor AppiTiIoNAL LoaN FroM Crurcd Hevrp Fuxp

A. Material: Overture No. 45, Classis Eastern Ontario.

B. Recommendation: We recommend that this overture be referred
to the Church Help Fund committee for study and report to the next .
Synod.

Grounds

1. The present rules of Church Help Fund, Inc. do not permit such
a loan.

2. Tt is not within the province of our committee to make recommen-
dations beyond these rules. _ Adopted.



76 Acts oF Synob, 1956

VII. RzMuneraTiON OF SyNopicaL OFFICERS
- Stated Clerk (See Articles 63, 69, 139, 143, 156.)

Synodical TTeasurer o..oecocceimneereancs e $500.00

First Clerk of Synod ....coocceereemeorcecenencesccnemeeen 100.00

Second Clerk of Synod ...o.oceoeveeeeeei e 50.00

Transportation Secretary ......coceccecoceceeeeoan. S 50.00

Dr. E. Y. Mousma (for services rendered ,

t0 SYNOA) oo eceee e e 100.00
Adopted

VIII. UKRAINIAN EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE

A. Materiol: Letter from this organization asking for financial
- support.

B. Recommendation: Synod do not accede to this request.

Grounds: - ‘

1. We are already heavily committed in financial matters.

2. No financial statement was submitted.

Adopted.

IX. Borcmour ScaoorL witu 111 BIBLE

A, Maiterials:

1. Letter asking for financial support.

2. Financial Statement.

B. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod do not accede to
this request.

Ground : We are already heavily committed in financial matters.

Rejecied.
Synod decides to place this school on the list of accredited causes.

X. TI'mreuity Bonbs

Your committee calls Synod’s attention to the decision of the Synod
of 1953 - Art. 158 IV - A5, which reads: “We recommend that the
auditors, auditing the books and financial records of these organizations
be required to examine the treasurer’s fidelity bond each vear, and
include a statement of their examination in their audit report.”

. We request that the Synod remind the boards and other denomina-
tional organizations of the decision adopted in 1953, as the provisions
of this decision are not being followed. Adopted.

XI. PusLIicATION OF QUOTAS ApoPTED BY SYNOD. (See Supplement
No. 39)
A. Material:

Special Advisory Budget Committee’s Agenda Report, Ttem 3, which
reads “That each year after Synod adopts the quota for the followma
year a supplement be prepared and placed in our church papers, giving
a short report on the quota causes as to the nature of the work being
performed, and also the financial condition of the cause. This report
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to be prepared under the supervision of the Stated Clerk, and to ‘be
published about the time that the congregational budgets are prepared.”

B. Recommendation: We recommend its adoption.

. . Adopted.
XII. Fure-Time FinvawciaL Direcror FOR THE CHRISTIAN Re-
FORMED CHURCH. _

A, Material:

Special Advisory Budget Committee’s Agenda Report, Item 7, which
reads “That a study comrittee be appointed to study the feasibility of
appointing a full-time financial director for the Christian Reformed
Church.” (See Supplement No. 39, Item 7)

B. Recommendation: We recommend that' this matter be referred
to the Special Advisory Budget Committee for study and report to the
Synod of 1957. Adopted.

XIII. RECOMMENDATION :

" Your committee recommends that Synod express its thanks and ap-

preciation to the members of the Special Advisory Budget Committee

for the efficient and painstaking labors performed during the past year.
Adopted.

ARTICLE 113
The Vice Premdent makes the following announcement: “Dr. Henry
Zylstra just received the appointment of Senior Lecturer, under the
Fullbright Program to the Free University at Amsterdam. He will
lecture in the area of American Culture and Literature. The appoint-
ment is Tor the academic year 1956-1957.” Synod expresses its joy
with a hearty applause.

ARTICLE 114

The Committee on Long Range Planning, cf. Arts. 25, 50, Rev. T. C.
Van Kooten reporting, presents the following: ‘

I. First Your CommMmITTEE WISHES T0 PRESENT THREE RECOMMEN'
DATIONS :

1. That both President R. B. Kuiper of the Seminary and President

- W. Spoelhof of the College are to speak freely on the entire matter of

the Long-Range Plan, irrespective as to whether the specific interests
of the College or the Seminary -are involved at any point in the discus-
sion. Adopted.
2. That Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, chalrman of the Long Range Planning
Committee, be given permissionto represent that committee at Synod.
Adopted.
3. That Mr. Henry De Wit, business manager of Calvin College and
Seminary, be given permission to represent Calvin College and Seminary
when the Long Range Plan is discussed. - Adopted.
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4. That Dr. D. De Vries be given permlsszon to 1epresent the Board
of Trustees. Adopted.

II. MATERIALS:

1. Long Range Plan For Calvin College and Seminary, Agenda
Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35-B)

2. Agenda Report of Board of Trustees of Calvin College and
Seminary, D, 2. (See Supplement No. 35, D, 2.)

3. Agenda Report No. 35-A of Board of Trustees of Calvin College
and Seminary. (See Supplement No. 35-A)

4. Report of Long Range Planning Information on Site Selection.
(On File)

5. Overtures No. 4, No 14, No. 31, No. 32, No 35, No. 38, No. 39,
No. 47.

III.  SUMMARY OF THE MATERIALS: ,

1. Long Ramge Plan for Calvin College and Seminary, Agenda
Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35-B.)

Here the Long Range Planning Committee gives the fruit of its
study of the problem of the necessary expansion of Calvin's physical
facilities. Three plans are investigated, viz., The Present Campus Plan,
The- Split Campus Plan, and The New Campus Plan. The conclusion
and recommendation of this study are that the New Campus Plan is
* the only one that adequately meets the needs of Calvin. According to
this committee the advantages of the New Campus Plan over the other
plans are the following:

A. It will be practically impossible to purchase, in the present area,
sufficient land to satisfy our needs.

B. Even if 10 additional acres could be bought in the present area,
the cost would be well-nigh prohibitive and we would then still have
only a small, inadequate campus.

C. A permanently split campus would not be desirable from. the
point of view of cost of operation and problems of administration which
would continue to harass us.

D. The development of a new campus would provide all new
buildings, adequate land, sufficient expansion potential, and a thomugh—
ly organized and integrated campus.

E. The expense of a new campus would be no more costly — and
could be less costly — than either of the other plans, depending on the
selling price realized on the present campus.

2. Report Board of Trustees. (See Supplement No. 35, D, 2, a, b,
(1) (2)

The Board recommends that Synod:

A. “Adopt the New Campus Plan as the long range plan for Calvin
College and Seminary.”
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B. Authorize “the purchase of at least one hundred acres of land
for a new campus for Calvin College and Seminary.”

C. Authorize the Board “to sell the present campus " with the fol-
lowing provisions :

a. That “such sale is to be approved by the Board in full session.”

b. That “the Board safeguard the financial interests of the church
and the educational program of Calvm College and Seminary in trans-
acting this sale.”

3. Supplementary Report of Board of Tmstees (See Supplement
No. 35-A)
The Board recommends that Synod:

A. “Authorize the Board to purchase the Knollerest Farm as the
proposed new campus site for Calvin College and Seminary.”

B. Approve a financial plan for the development of the new campus.

C. And begin the actual development of the new campus by

a. proceeding to plan and construct the Centennial Seminary Building
(Acts of Synod ,1955, p. 96) ;

b. planning and constructing girls’ dormitories and a central heating
plant as already approved by Synod (Acts 1954, Art. 120, p. 62).

¢. planning and constructing of other dormitories as needs demand.

d. planning and construction of a physical education unit.

4. Summary of the Report of the Long Range for Information on
Site Selection. ,

When it appeared to the Long Range Planning Committee that ex-
pansion of Calvin might be undertaken by relocation, options were
secured on properties to protect the interests of Calvin. The report
cites arguments for seeking such options in the South East section of
the city. Comparative facts are given on the three sites on which options
are held. There is also a cost breakdown of the Knollcrest Farm and
a favorable evaluation of the latter site for a new campus by the
architectural firm of Perkins and W111

5. Summary of Quertures:

A. No. 4 Classis California.

Urges that Synod not act hastily in re New Campus Plan, and appoint
committee to study ramification of problem, especially the ecclesiastical
connections of Calvin.

B. No. 14, Classis Pacific.

Consider society operated Jumior colleges in all areas of the church,
and consider making Calvin a senior and graduate school.

C. No. 31, Classis Sioux Center.

Delay for one year proposed sale, appoint a committee to confer with
regional leaders on educational problems, and thus assist the church
toward mature judgment.
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D. No. 32, Mr. Ten Harmsel.

Not sell the present campus and not give mstructmn on junior college
level at Calvin after 1959-60.

E. No. 35, Classis Chicago South.

Consider appointing a committee to study ramifications and 1epoxt to
"Synod of 1957.

F. No. 38, Classis Grand Ropids West,

Urges serious consideration of certain questions prior to action on
Long Range Plan, viz. (1) college education on the local level; (2)
church support of higher education; (3) support from outside- sources.

G. No. 39, Classis Chatham.

Endorses overture No. 14 from Classis Pacific, and also cites the
needs for college training in Canada to meet peculiar Canadian needs.
"H. No. 47, Classis Hamailton.

Take no action now since the matter has not been before the people
sufficiently.

6. Summary of requests in overtures:

A. Not to act hastily in the matter of the Long Range Plan, but to
allow' the church to come to a mature judgment in the matter.

B. Appoint a committee which shall address itself to various
problems and possibilities in the matter of Calvin’s expansion — e.g.,
Church control of Calvin; -

Junior Colleges ;

Local responsibilities to colleges;

Methods of financial support;

Senior college and graduate school.

C. Work in the direction of Junior Colleges.

D. Split Calvin College into a Junior and Senior College.

E Not to take any action in selling the present property.

o pp T

4 .
IV. It APPEARS FROM THE ABOVE MATERIALS THAT SYNOD HAS
Berore #ER Two Bobpies oF CONSIDERATIONS THAT ARE IN
Szmarp ConrLicT WITH ONE ANOTHER.

1. On the one hand there are the recommendations of the Long
Range Planning Committee and the decisions of the Board of Trustees
which indicate a definite course of action for Calvin’s expansion.

2. On the other hand there is a group of Overtures which request all
the way from a temporary halt in all plans for expansion, to the total
abandonment of any efforts toward expansion. With reference to these
materials we present the following considerations on the matter of ap-
proach to the problem.

Your committee finds three courses of action proposed in the above
overtures, that in our judgment would be very unwise to follow :
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- These are:
- 1. The appointment of a committee at the outset, without this Synod
taklng any action whatsoever in the matter of the Long Range Plan.
Your committee does not judge the above course of action advisable
for the following reasons:

A. Such action would fail to give real consideration by this Synod
of the report of the Long Range Planning Committee, and the recom-
mendations of the Board of Trustees, both of whom have studied the
problem of expansion of Calvin College and Seminary, have been con-
vinced of the urgent need of expansion, and have proposed positive
plans for that expansion.

B. Suitable properties for such expans1on are now available and
under option. .Synod would have cut off the p0551b111ty of exercising
any of these options by the appointment of a committee at the outset

- without taking any action. The consequences thereof might well prove

to be against the interests of the church and the possible expansion of
Calvin.

2. To split Calvin College into a Junior and Senior College, and
thereby attempt to remove the need for expansion of Calvin facilities.

Your committee does not judge the above course of action advisable
for the following reasons:

A, To enter favorably (even tentatively) upon this course of action

at this point, would also mean that Synod would take no action whatso-

ever in.the matter of properties under option. The argument of 1, B,
above would also hold here, :

B. Educational authorities at Calvin are not convinced that this
most undesirable separation of the Junior and Senior departments at
Calvin would obviate the proposed need for expansion of Calvin’s
facilities.

3. To suspend all action re the expansion of Calvin in view of the
possible establishment of Junior colleges in various sections where the
constituency of the Christian Reformed churches are located.

"Your committee does not consider that the matter of the possible
establishment of Junior colleges should be decisive for Synod at this
point to determine that no action whatsoever should be taken in the
matter of the possible expansion of Calvin,

Reasons:

A. The Junior College movement is not established in all sections
of the church.

B. College authorities tell us that the establishment of Junior colleges
will not materially effect the enrolment at Calvin.

C. The property for expansion is available now (cf. 1, B, above).
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V. Your CoMMIiTTEE PRESENTS A COURSE OF ACTION IN THE MATTER
oF THE LoNG RANGE PLAN For CaLviN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY.

Recommendations:

1. That Synod declare that for the exparnsion needs of Calvin College
and Seminary additional acreage is required.

Grounds :

N

~* A. Previous Synods have recognized that additional acreage was
necessary : viz.,

a. The Synod of 1950 approved the Board’s proposal to buy an ad--
ditional 5 acres from the Clark estate. (Acts, Art. 112, p. 41). Many
attempts were made to effect such purchase, but the owners firmly '
refused to sell. |

b. The Synod of 1953 (Acts, Art. 90, p. 61) received for informa-
tion, “The Alumni Plan for acquisition of properties between the two
 campuses over a long period of time, in order to eventually join the
two properties.”

B. The Synod of 1955 (Acts, Art. 137, I1, 2, b) approved “the
action of thé Board which has halted temporarily all new construction.”
The reasons that persuaded to that action are summarized in the report

-of the Long Range Planning Committee. Our hesitancy cannot be
_attributed necessarily to lack of funds, nor to lack of faith. Rather,
all persons involved in responsible action, felt instinctively that, bound
as we were to our present campus, the immediate satisfaction of Synod-
approved needs, as well as the eventual satisfaction of those needs which
Synod had not considered, would involve the College and Seminary
in an inflexible, money-wasting, irrevocably committed, short-sighted
plan. It was just for this reason that -the Board informed Synod in
1955 that, with ‘Synod’s approval, all construction save emergency re-
modeling would be halted pending a thorough study of our needs.

C. The present acreage of Calvin College and Seminary is not
-adequate to place the buildings aiready approved by Synod, viz., two
Girls’ Dormitories, Central Heating Plant, New Seminary Bulldmg,
and Physical Education Unit. Adopied.

2. That Synod authorize the purchase of the Knollcrest Farm and
empower the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary to
effect this purchase through its Executive Committee.

Grounds:

A. It is the unanimous op1n1on of all those bodies that have in-
" vestigated the properties offered, that this acreage is the most suitable
plot for the expansion of Calvin College and Seminary. These bodies
are: the Long Range Planning Committee (constituted of Board and
Faculty representation), the Board of Trustees, and the Architectural
firm of Perkins and Will,
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B. Should relocation of Calvin College and Seminary become a
reality, the proximity of this property to our present campus would
allow for easy transportation arrangements during the period of tran-
sition.

Supplementary Remarks:

(1) Your committee has considered the advisability of purchasing
only part of the Knollcrest Farm, but your committee is convinced that
Synod should purchase the entire property.

(2) The Knollcrest FFarm is available at the present time and is under

~ option by Calvin College and Seminary. However, this option expires

June 30.

(3) Most of the money for this proposed purchase is on hand
($330,000), and arrangements for the payment of the remainder can
easily be made. :

After lengthy discussion Synod decides to table the above recom-
mendation.

The following recommendation is now considered:

Although it is evident from all that has been presented that the Long
Range Plan is feasible and has great merit for the development of
Calvin College and Seminary, nevertheless there are elements in that
plan which have been brought into question by the Overtures addressed
to Synod. Therefore your committee recommends the appointment
of -a one year study committee of representatives of various sections of
the church to consider the following matters and their possible bearing
upon the future development of Calvin College and Seminary: The
problem of ecclesiastical ownership of and control of Calvin College;
the Junior College movement and its bearing upon Calvin College;
Local responsibility for colleges, e.g., the proportionate responsibility
of the Michigan area to Calvin College as compared to the responsibility
of other sections of the church; Senior college and graduate school;
Method (s) of financial support of Calvin College; Special needs of the
Canadian section of our church. Adopted.

Upon motion Synod takes up recommendation 2 (above), which is
as follows:

That Synod authorize the purchase of the Knollerest Farm, and
empower the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary to
cffect this purchase through its Executive Committee.

Grounds

A. It is the unanimous opinion of all those bodies that have in-
vestigated the properties offered, that this acreage is the most suitable
plot for the expansion of Calvin College and Seminary. These bodies
are: the Long Range Planning Committee (constituted of Board and
Faculty representation), the Board of Trustees, and the Architectural
firm of Perkins and Will. :
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B. Should relocation of Calvin College and Seminary become a
reality, the proximity of this property to our .present campus would
allow for easy transportation arrangements during the period of tran-
sition.

Supplementary Remorks:

(1) Your committee has considered the advisability of purchasing
only part of the Knollerest Farm, but your committee is convinced that
.Synod should purchase the entire property.
~ (2) The Knollcrest Farm is available at the present time and is under
option by Calvin College and Seminary. However, this option expncq
June 30.

(3) Most of the money for this proposed purchase is on hand
($330,000), and arrangements for the payment of the remainder can
easily be made. Ado pted.

(Long Range Planning Report continued in Art. 119)

ARTICLE 115
In the course of this session Elder C. Van Zwoll returns, Rev. G.
VanderKooi takes the place of Rev. C. Greenfield. Rev. VanderKooi
rises to express agreement with the Formula of Subscription.

ARTICLE 116

The Stated Clerk reads a letter fromi the General Synod of the "’
Reformed Church in America, which contains the following message:

The General Synod of the Reformed Church in America at its meet-
ing held in Holland Mich., June 7-12 1956, at the suggestion of the
Committee adopted the following resolution:

“Whereas our sister denomination, the Christian Reformed Church
is celebrating its 100th anniversary, the General Synod conveys to her
the hearty best wishes of the Reformed Church in America on this their
Centennial, and assures her of our continual interest and prayers in
their efforts to serve the cause of Christ in America and throughout
the world.”

Synod receives this communication as information and instructs the
Stated Clerk to send a letter of appreciation.

‘ ARTICLE 117
Synod recesses and Elder P. Wattez closes this session with prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 22
Sixteenth Session

ARTICLE 118
Rev. E. Bradford asks Synod to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 179:1, 2, 6,
and leads in prayer.
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ARTICLE 119,
The Advisory Committee on Long Range Planning, cf. Axts. 25, 50,
114, Rev. T. C. Van Kooten reporting, presents the following

Recommendations :

1. That Synod do not give authority to the Board to sell the present
campus as requested by the Board. The Board does not have an offer
for the property, nor is it likely that action could be taken before the
next Synod. However, if the Board should receive so good an offer
that it would be folly to ignore the same, or that there would be danger
to lose such an offer by waiting, the Board be authorized to arrange
with the proper ecc1e51ast1cal authorities that a special session of Synod
be called. Adopted.

Synod requests the Advisory Committee to specify who are indicated
by the “proper ecclesiastical authorities.” (See Art. 148 for reply fo
the question). :

2. That the Board of Trustees be authorized to have a1chltectuull
plans and spemﬁcahons made for the Seminary Building.

Grounds :
A. Synod has previously authorized the Centennial Seminary
Building (Acts, 1955, p. 96).

B. The Seminary Building is a Centennial project of the church,

~ and some progress should be made on the same during the year of the

Centennial observances. Rejected.
3. That the Board of Trustees be authorized to have architectural
plans and specifications made for a Central Heating Plant.
. Ground : Synod has already authorized the Central Heating Plant.
Rejected.
4. That the Board of Trustees be authorized to have preliminary
plans made for two girls’ dormitories that shall house about 200 girls.
Ground: Synod has already authorized these units.
Adopted.
5. We recommend that Synod declare that the above is an answer
to Overtures 4, 14, 31, 32, 35, 38, 39, and 47. '
Adopted.
6. We recommend that Synod refer all the other matters and

-proposals presented by the Board of Trustees relative to Long Range

Planning back to the Board for possible presentatlon to a following
Synod. Adopted.
(Long Range Plannmg Report contmued in Art. 148)

ARTICLE 120
The Advisory Committee on Home Missions, cf. Art. 86 Rev. G,
Vander Hill reporting presents the following.
Tae Funp For NEeDY CHURCHES

A, Matemal Agenda Report No. 7 (See Supp]ement No. 7)
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B. Recommendatwns )

We recommend that the minimum salary to be paid the ministers by

the respective churches receiving aid from the Fund for Needy

Churches for 1957 in the United States be set at $3600.00; in Canada
at $3800.00. ' Adopted.
(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 138) :

' ARTICLE 121
Synod decides to meet in executive session Saturday morning. Synod
adjourns and Elder D. Van Vliet leads in closing prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 23
Seventeenth Session

_ ARTICLE 122
Rev. W. Van Dyk is asked to lead devotions.” Synod sings No. 315:1,
5 Psalter Hymnal. Philippians 2:1-11 is read and prayer is offered.

ARTICLE 123
Roll call reveals that Rev. C. Greenfield is back and that Rev. John
Scholten takes the place of Rev. A. Walcott. Rev. Scholten expresses
his agreement with the Forms of Unity. The chair notifies Synod that
Elder M. Kwantes of Classis Pacific has left for home.

ARTICLE 124
A letter from Rev. E. Van Halsema in which he thanks Synod for
his re-appointment as editor of De Wachter is received as information.

ARTICLE 125

- Synod goes into executive session. The Committee on Educational
matters, cf. Arts, 71, 97, 104, Elder D. Van Vliet reporting, again
presents the recommendation: That Synod elect an Acting-President of
Calvin Seminary for the academic year 1956-1957 from the following

nomination: Prof. J. Xromminga, Rev. N. J. Monsma, and Prof.
Henry Stob.

After considerable discussion the motion is divided and the first part
“that Synod elect an Acting-President of Calvin Seminary” is rejected.

The motion to suspend the rules for electing a Seminary President is
adopted. )

The motion “that Synod elect a Seminary President for one year
from the present eligible members of the faculty who hold the rank of
professor or associate professor is adopted.

Synod now proceeds to voting from the following list of eligible
faculty members: J. H. Kromminga, H. Kuiper, M. Monsma, H.
Schultze, H. Stob, R. Stob. Dr. J. H. Kromminga is elected. The Vice
President is requested to inform Dr. Kromminga of his appointment.

(Educational Matters continued in Art. 131) (cf. also Art. 130)
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ARTICLE 126
~ Synod decides to reconvene Monday morning at 8.30 to consider
other Seminary matters at that time, Elder P. Lamberts leads in closing
prayer.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 25, 1956
Eighteenth Session

ARTICLE 127

Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 398, 1, 2, 5. Rev. Wm. Van |
Peursem reads John 15:1-7 and leads in prayer. ~

ARTICLE 128

Roll calls shows Elder J. Joosse is present in the place of Eider J. W.
Bakker. The following elders are absent: R. Koning, G. De Vries,
A. Slothouber, S. Steen, L. Brouwer. Elder I. De Mey takes the place
of Lilder P. Lamberts; Elder ]J. Brussee takes the place of Elder C. De
Boer. These brethren rise to express their agreement with the Forms
of Unity.

ARTICLE 129
The minutes of the Saturday morning session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 130

A letter of Dr.. J. H. Kromminga in which he accepts his appoint-
ment as President of Calvin Seminary is read and received as informa-
tion. (See Art. 125)

ARTICLE 131

With regard to the suspension of the rules for election of a Semmzn y

President the following motion is presented :

That Synod declare with reference to the decision temporarily to
suspend the rules for the election of the President of Calvin Seminary,
that this decision meant that the part of those rules which refer to full
professorship and indefinite tenure was also suspended (Cf. Acts 1955,
Supplement 27, No. 6 under the rules for the election of the President
of Calvin Seminary, “In case the present elect is not already a full
professor with indefinite tenure, he shall on assuming the office of
president, be given that rank and tenure). It is therefore declared that
the person so elected to the Presidency of Calvin Seminary does not by
this election receive full Professorship or indefinite tenure. (See Art.
125) \

ARTICLE 132

The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 33, 56,
62. 71, 97, 104, 125, 131, Elder D. Van Vliet reporting, presents the
following :
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1. New SoriciratioN AND Receret or GIFTs PoLicy .
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35, (See Supplement No. 35)

B. Recommendations:

Your committee recommends that Synod approve - the following
policy for Calvin College and Seminary concerning the matter of solici-
tation and acceptance of gifts from sources other than our own im-
mediate constituency.

Our basic source of financial support should always be lodged with .
our own people. .

Within that broad area of agreement Calvin College and Seminary
shall : ‘

(1) Be permitted to receive gifts from ‘outsiders’ when the donor is
generally aware of what we are and what we strive to be and no ‘un-
desirable strings’ are attached.

(2) Be permitted to solicit gifts from ‘outsiders’ when such donors
are informed of what we are and what we strive to be and without
permitting unwanted restrictions on the gift.

(3) Solicit gifts only with the approval of the Board of Trustees
and/or its Executive Committee. Synod shall be kept informed of large
grants as they are made or contemplated.

(4) The Board of Trustees reserves the right at all times to reject
any and all gifts. This rejection may result from a consideration of
the source of the gift, the purpose of the gift, and the size and the form
of the gift. Adopted.

‘TI. ORIENTATION OF I\IMI&RANT MINISTERS
A.  Material: Agenda Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35)

B. Recommendation :

Your committee recommends that Synod instruct the Board of
Trustees to continue the Orientation Program for Immigrant Ministers
for another year. Adopted.

IIT. APPOINTMENTS:

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the re-appointment of the Rev. Harold Dek—
ker as Instructor in Missions for a term of one year.

Adopted.

2. That Synod appoint the Rev. Carl Kromminga as Associate
Professor of Practical Theology for two years. (See Art. 142)
- That Synod instruct the Executive Committee of the Board of

Trustees to arrange for the installation of the Rev. Carl Kromminga
as Associate Professor of Practical Theology. Adopted.

3. That Synod approve the re-appointment of the Rev. Martin
Monsma as Associate Professor of Practical Theology for two years.
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Your committee calls Synod’s attention to the fact that this re-appoint-

ment does not follow the usual procedure of a regular four-year ap-

pointment as Associate Professor. Adopted.
4, That Synod approve the re-appointment of Dr. R, Stob as As-
sociate Professor of New Testament for four years. Adopted.

. 5. That Synod approve the re-appointment of the Rev. Marten
Woudstra as Instructor in Old Testament for one year.
Adopted.
IV. Cuance ofF Rures ReLATIVE GRaDUATES FROM OTHER SEMI-
NARIES ;

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35)

B. Recommendation:

Your committee informs Synod that the Board of Trustees has
changed rule two for the admission of students who after having com-
pleted their undergraduate work elsewhere, come to our Seminary with
a view to entering the Christian Reformed ministry: :

“Before admitting such a student the Board, besides.inquiring into
his moral and spiritual fitness, must be satisfied that he has met the
requirements of our pre-seminary curriculum or their equivalents. It
shall be the task of the Educational Policy Committee of the Seminary .
to make recommendations to the Board respecting his academic accept- -
ability.” ' Received as Information.

V. ProcEDURE GOVERNING MAKING OF APPOINTMENTS BY STANDING
COMMITTEE ON SEMINARY APPOINTMENTS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35 (See Supplement No. 35, B, 3)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod approve “that the Standing Committee on Sennna.1 y Ap-
pointments is called upon to act only when there is a vacancy or anti-
cipated vacancy and is to act in the case of reappointments only when
the Board of Trustees or its Executive Comm1ttee instructs it to do so.’

Adopted.
VI. B. D. Decree

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35, B,
4.)

B. Recommendation :

-Your committee upon investigation found that this matter does not
require the approval of Synod and therefore is brought to the attention,
of Synod as information. ‘ Received as Information.

VII. PresmeNT EMrriTUs
A. Material: Supplementary Report No. 35-A. (See Supplement

357A)

B. Recommendation :
Your committee recommends that Synod approve the conferment
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of the title “President Emeritus” upon the retiring Seminary President
R. B. Kuiper. Adopted.

VIII. CHANGE IN RULES GOVERNING PROCEDURE APPOINTMENTS 10
SEMINARY STa¥F (See Supplement No. 35-A)

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 35-A; Acts of Synod 1953,
Overture No. 5

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the following changes in the rules for proce-
dure of appointments to the Instructional Staff of the Semimary as
recommended by the Board of Trustees, which are as follows:

“#3. Instructor to Assistant Professor

a. That the proposed change in nomenclaturc be approved.”

b. That Synod approve in substance the Overture of Classis Gmnd
Rapids East (Overture No. 5) relative this matter as follows:

“#3. Assistant Professor
a. He must meet the requirements for the instructional staff of the
Seminary.
-b. He is to receive an appointment for two years with the possibility
of having the appointment renewed.
¢. He shall, after having served acceptably for two yéars as Assistant
Professor, be eligible for the rank of Associate Professor. Recommen-
dations to the rank of Associate Professor are made by the Board of
Trustees to Synod.
d. He shall have faculty status.

“#2. 'Associate Professor ‘

a. He must meet the requirements for the instructional staff of the
Seminary.

. b. He shall be appointed for a term of four years.

c. He shall, after having served acceptably for four years as As-
sociate Professor, be eligible for the rank of Professor with indefinite
tenure. Recommendations to the rank of Professor are made by the
Board of Trustees to Synod.

d. He shall be installed as Professor of Theology as soon as he
undertakes his work. ‘

“#4, c. Procedure for Making Appointments (Acts of Synod 1953,
page 68, #4) -

4. At this February meeting, the Standing Committee on Appoint-
ments having rendered its report, the Board of Trustees shall decide
on the advisability of recommending a regular appointment to a profes-
sorship, an associate professorship or an assistant professorship, or an
appomtmen‘c to a lectureship.

S. Appointment to Lectureships are to be made by the Board of
Trustees but must be submitted to Synod for approval.
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8. A regular appointment shall as a rule be for the rank of Assistant
Professor.” Adopied.

2. That Synod also approve the recommendation of the Board
of Trustees that it give to the present Instructors the right to vote at
faculty meetings. Adopted.

IX. Caamr or DocMATICS

A. Material: (See Supplement No. 35, II, B, 1, {.)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod accept the Board’s nomination and that Synod elect an
Associate Professor of Dogmatics for two years from the nomination
of : Dr. A, Hoelkema and Dr. F. Klooster. Adopted.

That Synod instruct the Executive Committee of the Board of
Trustees to make arrangements for installation of the Associate Pro-
fessor-elect as Professor of Theology. Adopted.

C. Dr..F. Klooster is elected. (See Art. 146)

X. . APPOINTMENTS:

A. Material - Agenda Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35, C.)
(C. 1. t) ‘ '

B. Recommendation:

1. That Synod approve of the appointment of Dr. A. Hoekema to
the department of Bible with rank, tenure, and salary to be determined
later by the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees.

Adopted.

2. That Synod approve the re-appointment of Rev. Fred Klooster,
Th.D., as Associate Professor of Bible for four years. :
) Adopted.

3. The Synod should be informed that Dr. Clarence Boersma is’
agreeable to signing the Form of Subscription with certain reservations
(see Acts of Synod 1952, page 520 and same Acts, page 68).

That Synod concur in the resolution of the Executive Committee of
the Board of Trustees, which is:

“The Executive Committee decided to approve the re-appointment
of Dr. Clarence Boersma and that he be permitted to sign the Form

- with reservations, pending Synod’s decision relative the matter.”
(See Supplement No. 42) (See also Art. 133)

Adopted.

: ARTICLE 133
The Advisory Committee on Church Order, cf. Arts. 44, 65, 68, 100,
103, Rev. H. Petersen reporting, presents the following:
Revisron or THE BeELgic CoNFESSION
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 41 (See Supplement No. 42)
B. Recommendations :
1. That Synod do not accede to the request of the Committee for
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Revision of the Belgic Coniession to take action on the recommenda-
tions contained in their reports to the Synod of 1954.

Ground: The report containing the request arrived too late for
proper consideration by this Synod. Adopted.

2. That the Committee for Revision of the Belglc Confession distri-
bute their reports of 1954 to the consistories for study as soon as pos-
sible.

&round : Proposed confessional changes should not be considered by
Synod until there has been ample time for study of them by the churches.

Adopted.
(Church Order Matters continued in Art. 151)

ARTICLE 134
The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, cf. Art. 77 Rev.
- J. A. Hoeksema reporting, presents the following:

SEMINARY FACULTY AND STRICT EXECUTIVE SESSION

A, Materiol: Agenda Report No. 12. (See Supplement No. 12)

This report relates to the request of the Seminary Faculty that the
decision of the Synod of 1934 barring the members of that Faculty
from strict executive sessions be amended. The Faculty maintains that -
this rule is contrary to the position and duties which our churches have
always attributed and assigned to our Seminary professors, that this
rule is unwise, and that this rule is unnecessary.

B. Recommendation:
~ Your committee recommends that Synod amend this rule (Acts 1954,
Art. 36, No. 2, p. 14) to read as follows:

“Synod retains the right to go into strict executive session, whenever
in its judgment such a course is dictated by due regard for personal
honor or the welfare of the church in very unusual situations. In such
executive sessions only the delegates and the members of the Seminary
Faculty shall be present.”

 Grounds:

a. The members of the Seminary l*aculty are advisory members of
Synod (cf. Acts, 1952, page 490, III A (1), (2).)

b. The -members of the Seminary Faculty are expected to advise
Synod especially when crucial and difficult questions arise.

c. If the members of the Seminary Faculty are involved, they will
absent themselves voluntarily or by synodical ruling, as will apply to
any individdal or group in the synod. Adopted.

(Protests and Appeals continued in Art. 137)

ARTICLE 135
Elder P. Wattez informs Synod that he will have to leave for home.
Synod takes recess and Elder Maunce VanderVelde leads in closing
prayer.
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 25
Nineteenth Session

- ARTICLE 136 .
The Vice President presides. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 341,

1,4, 6. Rev. J. O. Bouwsma leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 137

The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, ci. Arts. 77, 134
Rev. J. A. Hoeksema reportmg, presents the following:

I. Protesr or Mr. AxnD MRs. HENRY VAN KOOTEN OF THE BETHEL
CHrisTIAN REFORMED CHURCH OF OSKALOOSA, Iowa.

A. Material: Letter of protest against the decision of the Synod
of 1955 (cf. Acts, Art. 56 II, pp. 23, 24).

B. History:

In 1954 Mr. and Mrs. Van Kooten appealed against two members
and the consistory of Oskaloosa I and Classis Pella. Synod did not
accede to their appeal because of lack of evidence and because the Van
Kootens and the two members were twice reconciled and failed to live

"up to the reconciliation. The Synod of 1955 did not sustain the protest

against the 1954 decision because no new materials were adduced and
again urged the brother and sister to abide by the reconciliation once
effected.

C. " Recommendation :
" Your committee recommends that Synod reaffirm the decision of the

. Synod of 1955.

Ground :
No new evidence has 'been provided warrantmg a reopening of the
case, _ Adopied. -

II. ProtrsT AcAainsT AN ErpER, CoNSISTORY OF SoUTH Horranp I,

AND Crassis Caicaco SouTH By MR. Freprick NYMEVER.

A. Material: , ®

1. Protest of Mr. Nymeyer.

2. Transcript of the minutes of the Consistory relating to Mr. Ny-
meyer.

3. The answer of Classis Chicago South to Mr. Nymeyer’s protest.

4. Transcript of the Minutes of Classis Chicago South relatmg to
Mr. Nymeyer.

B. Protest :

Protest against unwillingness of (a) an elder to confess sin against

ninth commandment, and (b) cons1story and Classis to act against
elder.
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C. Recommendation

. That Synod do not accede to the request of Mr. Nymeyer to require
-of Mr. J. Dykstra an apology and that Synod sustain the action of
Classis in which it instructed “the consistory of South Holland I to in-
form Mr. Nymeyer that he desist expressing his opinion that the con-
sistory is illegally constituted on the grounds he formulates” and “to
‘inform Mr. Dykstra that he desist expressing his deduction that Mr.
Nymeyer i1s calling Dykstra a liar because of his statement of the
illegality of the consistory, especially inasmuch as Mr. Nymeyer in-
sists he does not do so.”

Ground :

There is no evidence which would require Synod to reverse a decision
of consistory and Classis which appears to have been taken with the
full knowledge of all the circumstances and in the best spiritual in-
terests of the congregation. (See:also Art. 147) Adopied.

III. ProtTesT oF MR HEeNRY J. BLACQUIFRE AGAINST THE SYNOD OF
1953.
A. Material: A letter of Mr. Henry J. Blacquiere
B. Contents:
Mr. Blacquiere protests the decision of the Synod of 1953 in which

Synod declared his letter out of order because he was not a member
of a Christian Reformed Church.

C. Recommendation :
That Synod declare the letter of Mr. Blacquiere not legally before
Synod because he is not a member of a Chr1st1ar1 Reformed Church.
Adopted,
- IV. Protrest Back 10 Gop Hour SErMoN
2. Transcript of a minute of the Prospect Street Christian Reformed
A. Materials:
1. Overture No. 25.

2. Transcript of a minute of the Prospect St. Chr. Ref.
Church Consistory, Passaic, N. J. as follows:

“The Consistory has taken notice of the citation as presented in
Overture No. 25 of the Agenda of Synod for 1936, and expresses
strong disapproval of the method used by the Consistory of the Neer-
landia Church and Classis Alberta, in bringing this matter to the at-
tention of Synod, instead of addressing the minister and the Con-
sistory, which shall have particular regard to the doctrine and conduct
.of their minister.”

B. Recommendation:

1. Synod declare that the Neerlandia Consistory should first have
consulted Dr. Stob and having failed to do so, Classis Alberta should
have insisted upon such action. Adopted.
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2. In answer to the material aspect of the protest Synod declare that
the charge that the sermon is “dangerously ambiguous” is not sub-
stantiated in the overture of Classis Alberta, : Adopted.

3. Synod declare that this constitues an answer to the petition of
Classis Alberta that Synod take up the matter of this sermon with the
Radio Committee and Dr. George Stob. Adopted.

Note: Your committee informs Synod that our adviser, Dr. H. Stob,
~ was absent during the consideration of this matter.

V. Prorest.or Mr. Henry W. Hoexsema anp Mr. Harry B.
WirrsmA AGAINST Drcision oF Crassis GRAND Rarips Easr.

A. Materials
. A letter from Mr. Hoeksema and Mr. Wiersma
. A copy of the protest to the Fuller Ave. Consistory
. A copy of the pamphlet “Vice and Politics in Grand Rapids”

A copy of the letter of Fuller Ave. Consistory to these men

A copy of a letter to the Fuller Ave. Consistory

A copy of the protest to Classis Grand Rapids East

. A copy of the report of the stidy committee of Classis Grand,
Rapids East.

B. History ]

Mr., Hoeksema and Mr. Wiersma addressed a letter to the Fuller
Ave. Consistory charging an elder with sin against the ninth command-
ment. The consistory replied. These men considered it to be no reply
and addressed another letter to the consistory. When they allegedly
received no satisfaction, they protested to Classis Grand Rapids East.
Classis upheld the consistory.

C. Recommendations :

1. That Synod declare this matter legally before Synod.

Ground: ‘ :

Whereas a copy of this appeal was not submitted to Classis Grand
"Rapids East, it was submitted to the Stated Clerk of Classis Grand
Rapids East. Adopted.

2. That Synod sustain the decision of Classis Grand Rapids East.

Ground :

The pamphlet submitted as evidence does not support the charge that
Mr. Hoeksema was thereby slandered. Action withheld.

3. Synod decides as follows: That the matter be referred to Classis
Grand Rapids East for due consideration and adjudication preferably
with friendly conference with the protestants.

(Protests and Appeals continued in Art. 144)

ARTICLE 138
The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters, cf. Arts. 86,
120, Rev. G. VanderHill reporting, presents the following:

N U LN
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I. Tre Funp ror NEEDY CHURCHES

A. Material: Agenda No: 7 (See Supplement No. 7)

B. Recommendations: ,

1. We recommend that mileage on the field be granted subsidized .
churches for payment to their pastors over and above the first 5000
miles on the field according to the followmg schedule : .

a. In the United States the maximum mileage for which payment is
granted is set at 3500 miles.

b. In Ontario (Canada)-the maximum mileage for which payment is
granted is set at 5000 miles.

c. In the Western Province (Canada) the maximum mileage for
which payment is granted is set at 6500 miles. Adopted.

2. We recommend that the rate per mile at which this mileage
is to be paid be set at: For the United States 5c per mile: for Eastern
Canada 6c per mile; for Western Canada 7c per iile. ‘

‘ Adopted.

3. We recommend that a children’s allowance of $175.00 per child,
in excess of the salary allowed, be granted for 1957 to eligible ministers
in both the United States and Canada. ‘ Adopted.

4. We recommend that the minimum per family contribution toward
the pastor’s salary of families belonging to subsidized churches for
1957 be set at $65.00 in the United States and at $45.00 in Canada.

Adopted.
II. ImmicraTiON CoMMITTEE FOR CANADA

A. Material: Agenda No. 37 (See Supplement No. 37)

B. Recommendations:

1. We recommend that Synod continue for another year the Im-
migration Committee for Canada of the Christian Reformed Church -
as duly constituted by the appointment of various classes and approved
by Synod (See Acts 1953 p. 133). Adopted.

2. We recommend that Synod continue the following appomtments

Mr. B. Nieboer for Southern Alberta.

Mr. T. Polet for Manitoba and Northwest Ontario.

Mzr. C. Steenhof for Toronto and district.

Mzr. J. Vander Vliet for Central Ontario.

Mr. A. DeJonge for Quebec province and Eastern Ontario.

Mr. H. J. Lam for the Maritime provinces.

‘ Adopted.

3, In view of the fact that since 1954 Synod has been looking toward
the abolishing of field men as ecclesiastical agents, your committee
recomniends that Synod' instruct the Immigration Committee work to
a.tapering off -of the present arrangement in order that their activities
may be dlscontmued in the not too distant future.

‘ Adopted.
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III. SpecIAL ALLOWANCES
A. Material: Agenda Reports No. 7, 7-A. (See Supplements Nos. 7,

7-A)

B. Recommendations :

1. Churches requesting assistance :

a. Cleveland East Side: We recommend that Synod accede to the’
request of the General Committee for Home Missions, that Cleveland
East Side, be granted financial aid to the extent of $4,000.00 for 1957
for payment of the associate pastor for evangelism.

© Adopted.

b. Battle Creek: We recommend that Synod accede to the request
of the General Committee for Home Missions, that Battle Creek be
granted financial aid to the extent of $500.00 for 1957 to carry on its
local evangelization project. Your committee, however, feels that this
congregation should be urged to put forth every effort to pay its own
way in the program. . Adopted.

¢. Rochester: With reference to Rochester your committee does not
feel that it has adequate information on the basis of which to make a
recommendation, and, therefore, refers this request directly to Synod.
Synod decides to grant $2000.00.

2. We call Synod’s attention to the fact rnat since “each request or
proposal (for aid) shall be judged on the basis of its own merits,” and
that* Synod shall not “be bound by any precedent or rule that Home

. Mission Committee aid is to be given to any church requesting it,” any

requests for such aid must be accompanied by a clear, complete, and
convincing statement of need. Received as Information.

IV. Caurcr ExTeENstoNn IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANaDA
(Change of Name and Funds)
" A. Material: Agenda Report No. 7 (See Supplement No. 7)
B.  Recommendations:
1. Your committee recommends that we no longer make a distinction
between Church Extension in the United States and -Canada.
Grounds:

a. The special emergency status of our Canadian field no 'longcr
exists.

b. Our churches in the United States and Canada constitute the one
Christian Reformed Church of America.

c. Continuance of the distinction implies the existence of two

- separate, though closely related, ecclesiastical groups.

Adopted.
2 Your committee recommends that the moneys in the two funds —

VChurch Extension in the United States and Church Extension in

Canada — be placed in one fund. : Adopted.
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3. Your committee recommends that this one fund be henceforth

designated as Fund for Evangelism and Church Extension.
‘ Adopted.
V. OperNine NEw FIELDS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 7 (See Supplement No. 7)

B. Recommendation :

Your committee recommends that permission be given to open ten
new fields in 1957, if and when exploratory surveys warrant.

Grounds : )

1. Many new fields are already under consideration. The following
16 areas may be noted : Boston, Mass.; Syracuse, N. Y.; Buffalo, N. Y.;
South Bend, Ind.; Chicago-Tinley Park; Albia, Jowa; St. Louis, Mo.;
Fort Lauderdale, Fla Fairbanks, Alaska; Omaha, Neb Indlanapohs
Ind.; Schererville, Ind Toledo, Ohio; North aneapohs -St. Paul;
Moorehead-Fargo, N. D.; ]ackson, Michigan.

2. Centennial Year publicity may result in the discovery of new
areas which warrant follow-up activity. Adopted.

VI. New Yorx - CHINESE Missions

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 7 (See Supplement No 7)

B. Situation:

The General Committee of Home Missions adopted the following
resolutions at its February 1—3 meeting 1956:

1. That Mr. P. Szto be authorized to pursue with vigor the work
which has already begun in the Queens area. That he-do so for one
year and then present a report of his thorough survey and analysis to
the Eastern Home Missions Board and to the General Committee for
Home Missions.

2. That the Eastern Home Missions Board be requested and author-
ized to cooperate with Mr. Paul Szto in the above mentioned detailed
survey and analysis of the field and its possibilities.

Grounds :

a. The results of the good work already performed by Missionary
Szto in the Queens area warrant such a vigorous prosecution of this
field.

b. No thorough survey and analys1s of this area has until now been
made.
¢ Only after such a detailed survey and analysis will we be able to
decide intelligently as to whether or not we should continue in this field.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the above action of the General Home Mis-
sions Committee on the grounds given. Adopted.

2. That Synod instruct the General Home Missions Comrmittee to
submit a full report with recommendations on this matter to the Synod
of 1957. ‘ Adopted.
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VII. RecioNarl MISSIONARIES

A. Material : Agenda Report No. 7- (See Supplement No. 7)

B. Situation:

In view of the fact that the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, our present
Missionary-at-Large, is now secking emeritation the General Committee
of Home Missions deemed it wise to consider an alteration in the
method of Home Missions administration. It was thought “that with
our projected evangelism advance, primarily in the U.S., the work load
of conference, consultations, and the investigation and opening of new
fields far exceeded the capacity of any one M-a-L, however competent
and devoted.” For this reason the General Committee faced the
question, “shall a successor be called to take his place in due season or
shall a different method of work be inaugurated ?”’

After a report by a study committee on this' matter the General
Committee for Home Missions decided ‘to recommend to Synod:

“That Synod express itself in favor of calling regional missionaries to
take the place of the M-a-1. as now provided for in the Home Missions
Order Art. 18.”

The General Committee proposed that a new set of directives be
adopted to govern the work of the regional missionaries and of the
Secretary of Missions. It was recommended that there be five regional
missionaries, three for the U.S. and two for Canada.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod take note of the emeritation of the Rev. J. M. Vande-
Kieft and his many years of diligent and devoted service as our Mis-
sionary-at-Large. Received as Information.

2. That Synod do not adopt the Regional Missionaries’ Plan as
presented by the General Committee of Home Missions.

Grounds :

a. The plan of administration by Regional Missionaries as presented
by the General Committee is neither well nor clearly defined.

b. The Regional Missionaries Plan is not the best way to remove
the difficulties and deficiencies of the present Home Missions operations.
The work of the M-a-L could be less scattered and less exacting, if the
function of the M-a-L. were so conceived that more attention and effort
could be given to policy and administrative direction than to extended
itinerant work.

c. The plan of Regional Missionaries, if put into effect, would tend
toward an undue intrusion of centralized control into local areas, and
discouragement of local initiative. . Adopted.

3. If the foregoing recommendation should be adopted, the sub-
© committee on Church Extension of the Executive Committee for Home
Missions is prepared to submit nominations for a new M-a-L to the
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Advisory Committee. In such a case the Advisory Committee requests
Synod for instruction as to further procedure.

Synod instructs the Advisory Committee to prepare a nomination.
(See Art. 150)

VIII. Brancr CHURCHES

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 7 (See Supplement No. 7)

B. Sttuation:

After a study of the Branch-Church question, the General Committee
of Home Missions came to the conclusion that the Branch-Church Plan
" is neither practicable nor required by considerations of Church Polity.
The General Committee therefore decided to present the following
recommendations to the Synod of 1956:

1. “That in our Home Mission program, which has also addressed
itself to evangelism in distant cities as well as neighboring communities,
‘we refrain from speaking of branch churches and the organization of
branch churches under the supervision of a Consistory which is far
removed from the field of labor and consequently cannot exercise its
administrative responsibilities.”

2. “That we recognize the authority of the Missionary to administer
the Sacraments to groups of believers, though these have not yet been
organized into autonomous, self-governing churches. This by virtue
of the mandate and authority given the missionary by his calling and
commissioning church, and his duties as set forth in the Form for the
Ordination (or: Installation) of Missionaries.”

3. “That the missionary appoint a supervisory committee, as a
procedural step, and this shall in each instance take place with the ap-
proval of the General Committee for Home Missions and/or its Exe-
cutive Committee, and that of the Missionary’s commissioning church.”

4. “That the term of service of the supervisory comumittee shall be
for one year or less, with eligibility for immediate reappointment.”

5. “That the calling church be encouraged to make the Missionary
and fields of labor the object of its special intercession, its financial
" support, and its consistorial concern.”

6. “That the membership papers be deposited with the local church,
though as yet unorganized.”

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod do not adopt the resolutions proposed by the General
Home Missions Committee in connection with the question of “Branch-
Churches”.

Synod withholds action.

Ground :

We are not persuaded of the propriety or desirability of the plan
. as a whole, or of certain elements contained in these resolutions.
Questions are raised, for example, concerning the following:
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1) The plan seems to be contrary to Art. 39 of our Church Order,
and the report of the General Committee has not removed this doubt.

2) There is some question concerning the measure of authority
placed in.the hands of a missionary under this plan. May a missionary
receive converts into the church that is thought to exist on the field?
May he administer the Lord’s Supper as well. as Baptism on the basis
of this authority? Does the “supervisory committee” share authority
with him, and if so, on the basis of what right or position? .

3) There is reason to believe that supervision of a missionary and
his supervisory committee by the General Home Missions Committee
is a less desirable kind of remote control than supervision by a distant
consistory.

4) The resolutions are obscure and confused on the comception of
“church”. For example, what kind of church is it that is not organized
and yet that can receive membership transfers?

2. That the question of “Branch Churches” be referred back to the
Executive Committee of FHome Missions for thorough restudy and for
a new report and recommendations to the Synod of 1957, and the
Executive Committee is to take note of the questions raised by the
Advisory Committee in the section above.

L Adopted.
(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 150)

ARTICLE 139
The Advisory Committee on ¥’ arig, cf. Arts. 54, 63, 69, Rev. B. I
Haan reporting, presents the following:

CeNTENNIAL COMMITTEE
A. Materials: (See Supplements No. 33, 33-A)
Agenda Reports No. 33, 33-A

B. General Comment:

In the prolonged discussion of this matter in the Advisory Committee
it was generally agreed that our Centennial celebration is an exclusive
matter which merits somewhat of an exclusive treatment. We are
commemorating our 100th birthday, which affords us opportunity not
only to strengthen and re-invigorate our home forces but also to ac-
quaint the world about us with our presence and our beliefs. It ought
to be a grand celebration. The church should recognize the tremendous
possibilities ‘presented in this occasion for a powerful testimony and
witness. Corsequently, in considering the plans together. with the ex-
penses involved, your advisory committee suggests that Synod treat
this matter as something very special. That, if there is call for toning
down the requests for financial assistance generally, the Synod do not
place this matter in the same category with other requests. We do not
beheve that the Centennial Committee is making unreasonable financial
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requests when considering the glorious occasion and the unlimited
possibilities contained herein.

C. .Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the Centennial Thrust as formulated by the
Centennial Committee. Adopted.

2. That Synod authorize the Executive Committee for Home Mis-
sions and the Centennial Executive Committee jointly to plan and
implement a plan for follow-up in connection with the various Cen-
tennial programs of broad witness, this follow-up effort to be carried
out as much as possible in cooperation with our local churches and
missions.

Grounds :

a. The challenging possibilities of the Centennial follow-up program
must be recognized.

b. The Executive Committee for Home Missions and the Centennial
Executive Committee are prepared to cooperate on this follow-up
program. Adopted.

3. Ewvangelistic Advertising. (See Supplements No. 7-A, No. 33-A)

4. That in connection with our Centennial celebration Synod grant
authorization to the Home Missions Committee to place evangelical
advertisements in leading newspapers in localities where our groups
are not financially able to bear the whole cost of these advertisements.

b. That Synod authorize the Executive Committee for Home Mis-
sions and the Centennial Executive Committee jointly to plan and
implement a plan for follow-up in connection with the various Cen-
tennial programs of broad witness, this follow-up effort to be carried
out as much as possible in cooperation with our local churches and
missions.

Grounds :

a. The challenging possibilities of the Centennial follow-up program
must be recognized.

b. The Executive Committee for Home Missions and the Centennial
Executive Committee are prepared to cooperate” on this follow-up
program. Adopted.

(Varia Matters continued in Art. 143)

ARTICLE 140
Synod takes recess, and Elder R. Boeve closes with prayer.

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 25
Twentieth Session

ARTICLE 141
" Rev. A. Walcott announces Psalter Hymnal No. 132:1, 2, and
reads Rornans 8:1-11, and leads in prayer.
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‘ ARTICLE 142
A communication from Rev. Carl Krommmga in which he accep'ts
his appointment as Associate Professor in Practical Theology 1s re-
ceived as information,

ARTICLE 143
The Advisory Committee on Varia, cf. Art. 139, Rev. B. J. Haan
reporting presents the following: .

I. CenTENNIAL COMMITTEE. (See Supplements No. 33, 33-A)

A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 33, 33-A.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod authorize the Centennial Executive Committee and
the appropriate Centennial sub-committees in conjunction with the
Stated Clerk of Synod to prepare details of the International Celebra-
txon to be held in the first week of the 1957 session of Synod.

Adopted.

2. That Synod with respect to the Centennial Memorial, adopt the
following:

. a. The authorization of the Centennial Committee to obtain, prin-
cipally through a thankoffering on Centennial Sunday, Aprit 7, 1957,
the funds necessary to provide the Centennial Memorial.

b. The authorization for the distribution to our constituency in Oc-
tober, 1956, of containers or “banks” to be used to lay away a thank-
offering to be received on Centennial Sunday, April 7, 1957, to provide
a Centennial Memorial.

Grounds

1. Such a plan would encourage our members to plan for the
Memorial thank-offering by providing a lay-away method: of preparing
for their gift over a 25-week period.

2. Such a plan would retain the voluntary aspects of a thank-offering.

Adopted.

3. That Synod with respect to a denommatlonal film, adopt the
following :

a. That Synod do not authorize the production of a Denominational
Film at this time.

Grounds:

1. Present study does not reveal suEﬁCIent knowledge of pertinent
facts necessary to making a final judgment, e.g. the possibility is very
real that a $40,000.00 film would be inadequate and that a film of
greater length would be much more suitable though of greater cost.
2. Even though it may mean a loss for the Centennial Celebration
in that it will not belong to the Celebration proper, the over-all value
is not seriously curtailed by a year’s delay. Adopted.
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b. That Synod appoint a Denommatlonal Film Committee man-

dated to report to the Synod of 1957 the need, utility, and financing
of a denommatlonal film.

Ground : ‘

Such a film would have permanent value as an inspirational “tool”
for the education of our members, and especially our youth, in the-
hentage of the Christian Reformed Church, and strongly implement
our mission program. 7 Adopted.

4. That Synod ratify the committee appointments made by the Cen-
tennial Executive Committee and that Syned authorize the Centennial
Executive Committee to appoint new members to its committee or that
of sub-committees as necessary. Adopted.

5. In addition to the full sister churches and corresponding churches
who have been invited to send a representative to participate in our
Synodical Centennial Celebration, Synod authorizes the Stated Clerk-
to send invitations to the Reformed Church of America, both groups of
the Protestant Reformed Church, the “Christelijk Gereformeerde Kerk
of the Netherlands, the Gereformeerde Kerken Onderh. Art. 31 of
the Netherlands to send a representative to participate in our Synodical
Centennial Celebration. Adopted,

- 6. That Synod express a special word of appreciation to the Cen-
tennial Committee for its abundant labor and its excellent accomplish-
ments and assure the committee of its whole-hearted support in the
endeavor to' make our Centennial year a glorious achievement with
God’s help. Adopted.

II. StrpuraTiONS FOR OFFICE OF FULL-TIME STATED CLERK.
A, Appointment:
Recommendation: That the Stated Clerk be directly appointed by
Synod. Adopted.
B. Nomunations: ) ‘
Recommendaiton: That this be referred to the Committee 6n Ap-
pointments to be reported back to this Synod. (See Art. 156)

Adopted.
C. Sdlory: -
_ Recommendation: That Synod apply the salary stipulations for the
editor of The Banner to this office. Adopted.
D. Term of Office:
Recommendations :

1. That Synod elect the Stated Clerk at this time for a term of four
years.

2. That the term of the present Stated Clerk terminate when the
full-time Stated Clerk begins.
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3. That the new full-time Stated Clerk shall begin his duties on
September 1, 1956. : Adopted.

E. Supervision of Work:
Recommendation: That the work of the Stated Clerk be stipulated
and supervised by the Synod through its Synodical Committee.
Adopted.
(Varia Matters continued in Art. 145) '

ARTICLE 144
. The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, cf Arts. 77, 134,
137, Rev. J. A. Hoeksema reporting, presents the following:

III. Caristian LaBor UNION

A. Materials:

Overture No. 40 — Classis Chatham.

Overture No. 44 — Classis Eastern Ontario,

Overture No. 48 — Classis Hamilton.

B. Analysis:

1. Classis Chatham, observing that Synod’s declarations in favor of
Christian Labor Unions are unknown to some and controverted by
others, asks Synod to send a pastoral leiter to the consistories in which,
among other things, the members are told to do their utmost to establish
and support Christian Labor Unions, and office-bearers are reminded
of the necessity of being an example to the flock in this regard.

2. Classis Eastern Ontario asks Synod to declare that a church
member should not be a member of a neutral labor organization since
such an organization rejects the revealed will of God and does not
allow a member to express himself fully as a Christian.

3. Classis Hamilton asks Synod to declare that for a Christian there
is no proper place in the existing neutral labor unions, and asks Synod
to urge church members to join Christian unions where they exist and
to establish them where they do not exist.

4. In general: all these overtures agree in requesting Synod to dis-
courage membership in neutral labor unions and to encourage member-
ship in Christian labor unions, and to do both these things more clearly
and emphatically than it has hithertoo done.

C. We recommend that Synod adopt the following declarations:

1. Synod commends the Classes of Chatham, Hamilton, and Eastern
Ontario for their call for'a strong and universal Christian witness in
the field of labor and for the recognition of the kingship of Christ in
all areas of life. Adopied.

2. Synod declares that when the Synod of 1946 affirmed that “church
membership and membership in so-called neutral labor unions are
? it did not mean to suggest that membership in Christian
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- or non-Christian unions is a matter of indifference, as is evident from
the fact that in 1945 and again in 1946 Synod urged all our people
wherever possible to establish and promote definitely Christian organ-
izations.” Adopted.
3. Synod encourages the formation of organized groups to study
what in the contemporary situation is the Christian answer to concrete
problems in the field of labor and to give a united, vital, and persistent
testimony to Christian principles in this field. Adopted.
4. Synod encourages the formation of Christian labor unions as
instruments to apply the teachings of Scripture in the field of labor.
Adopted.
5. Although Synod recognizes that membership in so-called meutral .
tnions is not necessarily incompatible with membership in' the church,
it nevertheless wishes to keep alive the awareness of the reality of
the antithesis and reminds the members of the church that so-called
neutral organizations often deny the Word of God, as is evident from
the practice of many labor unions. Adopted.
6. Synod exhorts such Christians as are members of a neutral labor
union to be diligent in professing Christ and Christian principles within
these unions. Adopted.
. 7. Synod declares that these statements constitute an answer to the
+ overtures of <Classes Eastern Ontario and Hamilton, and also when
printed in the Acts, to Classis Chatham’s request for a pastoral letter
concerning this matter. Adopted.
(Protests and Appeals continued in Art. 147)

ARTICLE 145

The Committee on Varia, cf. Arts. 54, 63, 69, 139, 143, Rev. B. J.
Haan reporting, presents the following:
Josepr GRITTER APPEAL RE LAROR UNIONS

A. Materials:

1. Overture No. 10

2. An appeal to the Synod of 1956, dated Feb. 23, 1956

3. A copy of a Nov. 28, 1955 protest sent by Mr. Joseph Gritter to
Boston Square Consistory.

4. Boston Square’s May 12, 1956 answer to the above-named letter.

5. Said brother’s response letter to the Boston Square letter

6. Art. 10 of the minutes of Classis Grand Rapids East in session
May 17, 1956.

B. SuMMARY OoF THE MATTER

In 1954 Mr. Gritter protested against the nomination and ordination
* of a deacon of the Boston Square Consistory who was a member of the
CI.O. This protest was sustained neither by the consistory nor the



. | A ArTICLE 145 107

classis. It was then addressed to the Synod of 1955 which did not
sustain Mr. Gritter’s protest. Mr. Gritter is protesting the decision
of the Synod of 1955 revealing the added grievance that in 1955 an-
other  deacon has been ordained to office who is a member of a union
which, according to Mr. Gritter, practices sins the nature of which call
into question the party’s fitness for the office of deacon who is a
member of such a union. In his appeal to the Synod of 1956 Mr.
Gritter raises the objections that (1) his “appeal could not be intelli-
gently acted upon because 90% of the members of the Synod had not
read, did not know what it contained,” (2) that the Advisory Committee
of Synod 1955 did not do justice to his appeal in its summary of the -
history of the case, nor in its analysis of the contents of the appeal,
, (3) and that the Advisory Committee did not do justice to synodical

decisions nor to Mr. Gritter’s position in its grounds for the recommen-
dation it gave to Synod. :

Mr. Gritter has also an overture to this Synod which in summary
requests Synod to (1) explain its own principles on the labor question,
(2) explain more particularly Synod’s statement that membership in
a neutral union is »not per se actionable in relationship to the interpre-
tation which Mr. Gritter believes is wrongly made by many that such
membersh1p 1s per se wmot actionable, (3) to look into the decision of
1954 in the light of protests made against it to the Synod of 1955 calling
in question the procedure in dealing with the labor union problem and
our denominational building projects, (4) to adopt a rule giving all
protestants assurance that their appeals will be read completely before
Synod in official session and that Synod give the protestants the pr1v1lege
of the floor in the discussion of their protest or appeal.

C. Evaluation of the Problem

That the labor problem is a most vexing one can hardly be denied.
In the discussion of this problem with Mr. Gritter by the Advisory"
Committee a serious attempt, in the limited time, was made to get at
the basic problem in all this material presented in the overture and
appeal. Mr. Gritter urges strongly that a committee be appointed to
~give these matters careful consideration, particularly in view of the
prevailing unrest and the Canadian situation. IHowever, in considera-
tion of the materials before this Synod and the nature of the appeals
- officially presented for our consideration, the Advisory Committee
finds no adequate ground for a study committee recommendation. This
Synod is prepared, we believe, to answer the appeal and overture of
Mr. Gritter. The Advisory Committee finds the heart of the problem,
both in the appeal and the overture, in this question concerning Synod’s
statement that membership in 2 neutral union is not in itself actionable.
Our committee points out that though Synod does say that member-
ship in a neutral union is not in itself actionable, this by no means
says that membership in a neutral union is never actionable. However,
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the need for action and the nature of the action to be taken is to be
determined by the local consistory. The problem is whether or not in
the case in point the consistory’s judgment can stand in the hght of
Synod’s principles, taking all aspects into consideration. The Advisory -
Committee does not find evidence which is able to stand in the defense
of Mr. Gritter’s appeal over against the consistory and classes and the
action of the Synod of 1955, This, however, does not at all mean to
say that the Advisory Committee sees no need for renewed study of
the vexing problems in connection with and growing out of the prin-
ciples adopted by our Synod.

D. Recommendotions:

- 1. That Synod do not accede to the request that Synod explain its
. principles on labor union membership and explain its decision of 1947
as related to these principles. ’

Ground :

Synod does not issue detailed commentaries of its own principles
but specifically applies them only when concrete situations demand.
' Adopted.

2. That Syﬁod do not accede to the request to reconsider the decision
contained in Article 56 (1) of the Acts of 1955.

Ground :

The decision of the Synod of 1955 regardmg precedence of majority
and minority reports may not be used to invalidate or call into question
decisions previously taken. . Adopted.

3. That Synod do not accede to the request that all protests, appeals,
and overtures be read in full to Synod in official session, and that those
who have sent such protests, appeals or overtures be given the privilege
of the floor when the matter is taken up.

Ground : It has not been established that appellants cannot be given
proper consideration under present procedure.

' Adopted.

4. That Synod do not sustain the appeal of Mr. Gritter against the
decisions of the Synod of 1955 on Mr. Gritter’s appeal to that Synod.

Grounds:

a. It has not been demonstrated that the Advisory Committee of the
Synod of 1955.did injustice to pertinent elements of his protest.

b. It has not been demonstrated that the decisions taken by the Synod
oof 1955 did injustice to Synod’s principles regarding membership in
neutral Jabor unions. Adopted

ARTICLE 146
A letter of acceptance from Dr. Klooster, Professor-elect for the
Chair of Dogmatics is received as information. (See Art. 132)
A communication of Rev. N. Erffmeyer, in which he protests the
procedure taken by the Synod. in dealing with the matter of Divorce
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and Remarriage, is received as information. The communication reads
as follows:

“The undersxgned wishes to register a protest in respect to the pro-
cedure taken by Synod in dealing with the matter of divorce and Re-
marriage. .

Since the resolutions proposed and considered by Synod which came
from the Report of the Committee on Marital Problems were outside
of the mandate given them by Synod, Synod was obligated to consider

" first the recommendation of the Advisory Committee because these

recommendations covered the entire problem as set forth in the reports

-of both Divorce and Remarriage and Marital Problems Committees

and the Overture of Classis Hackensack.”

Respectiully,
Henry N. Erfimeyer..

ARTICLE 147
The Ad\rlsory Committee on Protests and Appeals, cf. Arts. 77, 134,
137, 144, Rev. J. A. Hoeksema reporting, presents

ProTEST AGaiNsT AN ELDER, CONSISTORY OF SoUTH Horrawp I,
AND Crassis CH1cAGO SouTH BY FREDERICK NVMEVER

A. Material:
1. Protest by Mr. Nymeyer.

2. Transcript of the Minutes of the Consistory relatlng to Mr.
Nymeyer. .

3. The answer of Classis Chicago South to Mr. Nymeyer's ptotest.

4. Transcript of the miuntes of Classis Chicago South relating ‘to
Mr. Nymeyer. -

B. Substance of the Protest:

Protest against ruling' that a man may be summoned for trial by a
consistory which declares it may refuse a defendant prior knowledge
of the charges to be made against him so that he cannot prepare himself.

C. Recommendation:

That Synod declare that there are no objections against the substance
of the declaration of Classis Chicago South in as much as the consistory
of South Holland T did not summon Mr. Nymeyer to a trial to face
a document of charges, but being responsible for his spiritual care
and that of the Church, called him to a conference with respect to mat-
ters that might create difficulty. Adopted.

ARTICLE 148

The Advisory Committee on Long Range Planning, cf. Arts, 25, 50,

114, 119, Rev. T. C. Van Kooten reporting, presents the following: -
With reference to the identity of the “ecclesiastical authorities” re-
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ferred to in Article 119, Synod declare these authorities to be the
Synodical Committee,

Ground : :
The Synodical Commlttee is the most appropriate body to act in
behalf of Synod for the special meeting of that body. ‘

Adopted.
ARTICLE 149
The Advisory Committe on Indion and Foreign Missions, cf. Arts.
53, 70, 80, Mr. C. Van Zwoll reporting, presents the following:

I. RamiAH PROTEST.

A. Material :
Letter of Protest dated Jan. 12, 1956 ; Also Letter dated March 2,1956.
B. Analysis:

Mr. A. V. Ramiah in his letter of protest takes exception to the fact
that he was not given a hearing before the Synod of 1955. He is also
and particularly distressed by the fact. that a Report on the South
India Mission Field, containing certain charges, was published in the
Acts of 1954, but that his account of the sitwation and developments
was not published. Mr. Ramiah completely rejects the charges made
- against him in the Report. He now wishes that his protest and counter-
charges be published in the Acts of Synod. He further desires that
a complete re-investigation of the whole matter of culpability in the
South India mission field be undertaken.

C. Recommendotions: -

1. With respect to the fact that Mr. Ramiah completely repudiates
the charges made against him in the Report printed in the Acts of 1954,
it is sufficient to observe that the charges there reported were not sus-
tained by the Synod of 1954. Adopted.

2. Mr. Ramial’s appeal for publication of his protest cannot be sus-
tained, for:-

a. Although official reports to Synod are usually published in the
Acts, Protests are generally not published. Hence there was no arbi-
trary discrimination exercised against Mr. Ramiah by publication of
the Report in 1954.

b. The nature of Mr. Ramiah’s protest renders it unwise to publish
the same in the Acts of the Synod of 1956. Adopted.

3. Recognizing that all parties involved in the South India field
labored under great difficulties, nevertheless Synod does not accede to
Mr. Ramiah’s request to re-open investigation of the situation, in-
asmuch as:

a. No new material has been produced to warrant re-investigation.

b. Complete and adequate review is impossible by reason of circum-
stances of time and place.
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c. The same conditions exist now as led to the decision of the Synod
of 1954 to not adjudicate the matter.

d. Synod did not sanction the charges of either side; hence Brother
Ramiah should likewise yield to the decision of the Synod of 1954 to
leave the judgment of the issues to the Searcher of all hearts. .

Adopted.
II. Sourm Inpia MissioNn Fierp.

A. Materiol: Overture No. 7.

B. Recommendation:

1. That Synod not accede to the overture of the LaGrave Counsistory
for re-study of the possibility of assuming the South Indian Field for
" Mission responsibility.

Grounds:

a) The Synod of 1954 decided to withdraw from the South India
Mission Field, “leaving the judgment to God,” and no weighty reasons
to reconsider thi$ matter have been adduced.

b) There is at present an ample supply of wide mission areas, new
and old, whose demands urgently challenge the Christian Reformed
denomination, Adopted

ARTICLE 150 :

The Adv1sory Committee on Home Missions, cf. Arts. 86, 120, 138,

Rev. G. VanderHill reporting, presents the following:

MissioNARY AT LARGE

A.  Situation:

The Church Extension Committee has presented to the Advisory
Committee the following possibilities:

1. That the present Secretary be appointed Missionary-at-Large and

a new Secretary of Home Missions be elected in his place. For the
position of Secretary the Church Extension Committée proposes the
names of :

Rev. J. De Kruyter

Rev. R. De Ridder

Rev. J. Guichelaar

Rev. D. Van Halsema

2. That a new M-a-L be elected by Synod, and the Secretary remain
in his present position. For the position of M-a-L the Church Exten-
s1on Committee proposes the names of

Rev. F. De Jong
Rev. L. Dykstra
Rev. T. Van Kooten

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod adopt the second proposition, and that a new M-a-L
be elected by Synod and the Secretary remain in his present position.
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Grounds: ‘
~a. Since the present Secretary is nearing the point of retirement it is
.not advisable to appoint him to the post of M-a-L.

b. The continued service of the present Secretary will be of valuable
assistance to the new M-a-L. ‘ : Adopted.

2. That a new M-a-L be chosen from the following nomination:
Rev. Wm, P. Brink
Rev. R. De Groot
Rev. D. Van Halsema ‘ Adopted.

' C. Synod now proceeds to election:
a. Rev. Wm. P. Brink is elected Mission-at-large.
b. Rev. D. Van Halsema is by acclamation designated as alternate.

ARTICLE 151
The Advisory Conunittee on Church Order, cf. Arts. 44, 100, 103,
133, Rev. H. Peterson reporting, presents:

I. RevisioN oF ForM oF THE LorD’s SupprER (See Supplement No.
10)

Since the recommendation of the Advisory Committee differs from
the advice of the Study Committee Synod dec1des to take up the advice
. of the Study Committee first.

“We have reached the conviction that a Imgu1st1c and I1turg1ca1
revision would not satisfy and that a thorough-going revision of both
form and content is imperative. Grounds:

1. As Wielenga has long since pointed out, the Form, which came
originally from the pen of Olevianus, is a compilation and that being
the case there is bound to be discordant elements in it.

2. The present form abounds in archaisms and tautological phrases
(e.g. sins and accursedness, abhor and humble himself, etc.) which
nullify its impact upon the hearers.

3. Comparison of the Form with the sacramental section of the
Belgic Confession discloses an obvious imbalance. Whereas Art. 35 of
the Confession emphasizes the fact that the Lord’s Supper is a com-
munion of the body of Christ in which we receive spritual food and
drink unto life eternal the form stresses the element of remembrance
and thus partakes of a Zwinglian rather than a Calvinistic character.

4. The present place of the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer in the form
may well ‘be questioned.”

Réjected.

Synod now takes up the report of the Advisory Committee, which
is as follows:

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 10 (See Supplement No. 10)
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B. Recommendation:

Whereas the Committee for Revising the Form of the Loxd’s Supper
could not carry out its mandate because it is convinced “that a thorough-
going revision of both form and content is imperative”; Therefore,

" your advisory committee recommends that Synod appoint a new

Revision Committee, whose mandate. shall be that of the Committee-
appointed in 1955 (Acts 1955, Art. 93, p, 57.)

Ground :

Your committee cannot accept the judgment of the study committee
that because our present Form is a compilation “there is bound to be
discordant elements in it.” We believe that, in the main, the Form is
characterized by liturgical and linguistic unity and beauty. Neither has
the study committee established its contention that the Form “abounds
in archaisms and tautological phrases which nullify its impact upon
the hearers.”

Most vigorous exception is taken to the study committee’s contention
that our present Form “partakes of a Zwinglian rather than a Calvin-
istic character.” This judgment would appear to be refuted by passages

-in the Form, such as: “I give my body in death on the'tree of the cross

and shed my blood for you, and nourish and refresh your hungry and
thirsty souls . . .” “From this institution.of the holy supper of our
Lord Jesus Christ we see that he directs our faith and trust to His
perfect sacrifice . . . whereby he is become to our hungry and thirsty
souls the true food and drink . ..” “We beseech thee that . . . thou
wilt so work in our hearts through the Holy Spirit . . . in order that our
burdened and contrite hearts . . . may be nourished and refreshed .
“The bread which we break is a communion of the body of Chr1st
“The cup of blessing which we bless is a communion of the blood of

Christ.” “O merciful God and Father, we thank thee . . . that . : .
thou hast given us thine only begotten Son .. as our food and drink
unto life eternal.” Adopted.

II.  EMERITATION OF MINISTERS

A. Material:

Report No. 11 (See Supplement No. 11)
 Letter of Ministers’ Pension and Relief Adminstration dated June 4,
1956

Communication from Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft

Communications from various Classes

B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod advise the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft to take the

ordinary steps in obtaining emeritation through his Consistory and

Classis. Adopted.

2. That Synod approve the honorable emeritation of the following
ministers ;
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a. Rev. John De Jong, by Classis Minnesota South Ground Failing
health, age.

b. Rev. Herman Dykhouse by Class1s Grand Rapids East, effective
July 1, 1956." Ground : physical disability.

cc. Rev. H. J. Kuiper, by Classis Grand Rapids South, effective
September 1, 1956. Ground: the rule of Synod that the Editor of The
Banner must retire at the age of 70.

d. Dr. H. Henry Meeter, by Classis Grand Rapids East, effective
at the end of the 1955-56 school year. Ground: The rule of faculty
retirement at age of 70.

e. Rev. Richard A. Rozeboom, by Classis Muskegon, effective July 1,
1956. Grounds: length of service; failing health.

f. Rev. B. H. Spalink, by Classis Hackensack, effective May 1, 1936.
Ground : Failing health. _

g. Rev. E. J. Tanis, by Classis Muskegon, effective June, 1956.
Grounds: Length of service (45 years); age; advice of a physician.

h. Rev. K. Tebben, by Classis Ostfriesland, effective December 1,
1955. Grounds : impaired health; doctor’s advice ; incapacity to perform
ministerial labors.

i. Rev. S. Brondsema, by Classis Hamilton, effective June 1, 1956.
Ground : age, years of service.

Adopted.
III. Reports oF SyNopICAL EXAMINERS (Special Matters)
"A.  Material

Reports of Synodical Examiners.
Appeal of Consistory of Second Kalamazoo

B. Recommendations:

1. Regarding the appeal of Second Kalamazoo from the decision of
the Synodical Examiners anent the nomination of Rev. Francis D.
Breisch of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church with a view to calling
him as associate pastor to serve as Instructor in Bible at the Kalamazoo
Christian High School, your committee recommends:

a. That Synod approve the action of the Synodical Examiners of
Classes Grand Rapids South, Grand Rapids East, and Holland (Revs.
Rutgers, Boomsma, and Beebe) in refusing to approve the nomination
of Rev. Breisch. Adopted.

b. That Synod do not sustain the appeal of Second Kalamazoo to
reverse the decision of the Synodical Examiners, because the reasons
given by the Examiners are sufficient. Adopted.

2. Regarding the recommendation of the Synodical Examiners of
Classes Grand Rapids South, Holland, and Hamilton (Revs. Rutgers,
-Beebe, and A. Persenaire) to Classis Chatham, that Mr. James Joosse
“be given the right to exhort’” with a view to entrance into the gospel
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ministry of the Christian Reformed Church f/ia Article 8 of the Church
Order: Your committee recommends that Synod approve the action
of the Synodical Examiners.

We call the attention of Synod to the fact that the adv1ce of the
examiners is “somewhat out of the ordinary,” according to their own
words. . Rejected.

3. Regarding the advice of the Synodical Examiners of Classes
Pella, Minnesota North, California (Revs. Geels, Viss, Daane) to Classis
Pacific, “that the Rev. E. J. C. Verbeek be denied admission to the
ministry of the Word and sacraments in the Christian Reformed
Church”: Your committee recommends that Synod approve this action
of the Examiners. Adopted.

4. The Consistories of Telkwa and Smithers, B. C., Canada, asked
the approval of the Synodical Examiners of Classes Minnesota South,
Pacific, and Sioux Center for placing the name of Rev. B. Kramer of
the Geref, Kerk, Barendrecht, the Netherlands, on a quartet. :

The report of the Synodical Examiners on this matter is incomplete,
since only one, Rev. John Vanden Hoek of Classis Minnesota South,
sent a copy of his disapproval of this nomination to Synod.

Received as Information.
IV. MINISTERS PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION

Your committee received an oral report of Relief disbursements, in

accord with the rules of Synod. Received as Information.

V. REePorTs oF SyNobical ExXAMINERS
A. The Examination of Candidates

" The following Synodical Examiners attended the Classical Examina-
tion of the following candidates and unanimously approved their ad-
mittance to the ministry of the Word and the Sacraments:

Candidates Classis Examiners Classis
‘Harold Ellens, Grand Rapids West.....Dr. W. H. Rutgers, G. R. South
Jay Vander Ark, Grand Rapids West.Rev. C. Boomsma, G. R. East

Rev. F. M. Huizenga, Zeeland

Winston Boelkins, G. R. West.........:Rev. C. Boomsma, G. R. East
Dr. J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland
Rodney Westveer, G. R. South........... Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, Kalamazoo

Jacob Uitvlugt, Grand Rapids South...Rev. C. Boomsma, G. R. East
Rev. A. A. Koning, G. R. West

John H. Bergsma, Minnesota South...Rev. A. Dusseljee, Orange City

Charles Steenstra, Minnesota South...Rev. C. Huissen, Sioux Center

George B. Ebbers, Minnesota South...Rev. S. Viss, Jr., Minnesota North

- C. W. Tuininga, Eastern Ontario........ Rev. W. Hekman, Chatham

Paul Schrotenboer, Eastern Ontario..Rev. A. Persenaire, Hamilton
Rev. Henry Exoo, Wisconsin

John Stek, Minnesota North............Rev. J. Masselink, Orange City

James Lont, Minnesota North........... Rev. J. Vanden Hoek, Minnesota South
Rev. H, Van Deelen, Sioux Center
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.| Candidates Classis
Harold Bode, Sioux Center

Isaac Jen, Chicago South................
- Wilbert Van Dyk, Chicago South......

John C. Rickers, Holland.........c..coo.._..
James Handley, Holland
Paul Veenstra, Holland

Acts oF SyNop,-1956

Examiners Classis

. 8. Viss, Jr.,, Minnesota North

. J. VandenHoek, Minnesota, South
. J. Masselink, Orange City

. H. Exoo, Wisconsin

. R. Veenstra, Chicago Noxth

. C. Greenfield, Kalamazoo

Rev. 8. Kramer, Chicago South

Rev. D. J. Drost, Muskegon

Dr. J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland

Rev

Dirk Aardsma, Muskegon....................
William K. Stob, Muskegon

William Kosten, G. R. West

Dr. Gordon Spykman, Chatham

Alvin H. Venema, Hamilton

‘Jack J. Matheis, Pacific

John A. Houseward, Kalamazoo

George Van Groningen, Zeeland

Rev. C. Boomsma, G. R. East

Rev. A. A. Koning, G. R. West
Dr. J. Hoogstra, Holland

Dr. R. J. Danhof, G. R. East

Dr. J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland

Dr. W. H. Rutgers, G. R. South
Rev. C. Boomsma, G. R. East

Rev. A. Persenaire, Hamilton

Dr. W. H. Rutgers, G. R. South
Rev. H. Moes, Eastern Ontario
Rev. W. Hekman, Chatham

Rev. J. Putt, California

Rev. G. Van Laar, Alberta

Rev. J. Vanden Hoek, Minnesota South
Dr. J. Hoogstra, Holland

Rev. L. Veltkamp, Muskegon

Dr. W. H. Rutgers, G. R. South
Dr. W. Hendriksen, G. R. South

Rev J. Beebe, Holland
Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel, G. R. West
Earl Marlink, Ostfriesland Rev. A. Dusseljee, Orange City
Andrew Bandstra, Ostfriesland........... Rev. J. De Haan, Wisconsin
: Rev. J. Geels, Pella
John Bylsma, Grand Rapids East.......Rev." C. Greenfield, Kalamazoo
Richard VandeKieft, G. R. East......Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel, G. R. West

‘Harvey Baas, Wisconsin

H. Roelofs, Rocky Mountain
H. Visscher, Rocky Mountain
N. Vogelzang, Rocky Mountain.
Angus MacLeod, Hudson
John Maliepaard, Hudson

Rodger J. Buining, Kalamazoo

- Recommendation: That Synod a

B.

pprove of their work.

Dr., Wm. Hendriksen, G. R. South
Rev. E. Visser, Chicago South
Rev. R. Veenstra, Chicago North
Rev. S. P. Miersma, Ostfriesland
Dr. James Putt, California

...Dr. J. Masselink, Orange City
....Rev. J. Geels, Pella
.Rev. L. Van Laar, Eastern Ontario

Dr. George Stob, Hackensack
Rev. A. Persenaire, Hamilton
Dr. W. H. Rutgers, G. R. South
Rev. J. Beebe, Holland

Dy, J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland

Adopted.

“Colloguium Doctuw’” Examinations
- The following Synodical Exami

iners attended the Classical “Col-

loquium Doctum” examinations of ministers from other denominations
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who had accepted calls to one of our churches. In all cases the
Examiners recommended that the Classes admit these brethren to the
Ministry of the Word and Sacraments in the Christian Reformed

" Church:
" Minister Ezaminer
M. Vrieze, Geref. Kerken, W. Hekman, Chatham
Ontario East A. Persenaire, Hamilton

H. Exoo, Wisconsin
W. Feenstra, Geref. Kerken, Pacific...J. Putt, California
: G. Van Laar, Alberta
J. Vanden Hoek, Minnesota South
P. M. Jonker, Chr. Geref, Kerken, W. Hekman, Chatham
Eastern Ontario A. Persenaire, Hamilton
J. Beebe, Holland
R. Groeneboer, Geref. Kerken, W. Hekman, Chatham
Hamilton L. Van Laar, Eastern Ontario
W. H. Rutgers, G. R. South
B. Knoppers, Geref. Kerken, Alberta.R. Veldman, Minnesota South
G. Polman, Chr. Geref. Kerk, Alberta.W. Verwolf, Pacifie
C. Huissen, Sioux Center

Recommendation: That Synod approve of their work. ‘
Adopted.
C. Placement of Names of Ministers of Other Denominations on
Nominations.
The following ministers of other denominations were placed on

‘nomination by consistories with the approval of the *Synodical

Examiners:

Miniéters : Examiners
W. H. J. DeBoer, Geref. Kerken, J. Hanenburg, Alberta
Vietoria-Dunean
R. W. Popma, Geref. Kerken, Indo- H. Erffmeyer, Rocky Mountain
nesie, Alberni-Campbell River B.C...J. Putt, California

. Vander Kolk, Geref. Kerken, ' C. Boomsma, Grand Rapids East

Ingersol, Ontario A, Persenaire, Hamilton
* L, Van Laar, Eastern Ontario
Recommendaz‘wn That Synod approve the work of these examiners.
Adopted.
ARTICLE 152

The Advisory Committee on Divorce, cf. Arts. 37, 38, 92, 96 Rev.
C. Witt reporting, presents the following:

Since Synod has adopted the following: (See Arts. 92, 96)

1. No substantial and conclusive Scriptural evidence has been pro-
duced to establish the thesis that parties remarried after being divorced
on the ground of their own adultery, or divorced on non- B1b11cal
grounds are living in continual adultery.

2. No substantial -and conclusive Scriptural evidence has been pro-
duced to warrant the demand that a person remarried after being
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divorced on the ground of his own adultery, or divorced on non-
Biblical grounds, must, in order to prove the sincerity of his repentance,
cease living in the ordinary marriage relationship with his present
spouse.”

A. TwaE AbpviSorRY COMMITTEE NOW RECOMMENDS THAT SYNOD
DECLARE THAT :

1. The consistories are urged most earnestly to guard the sanctity of
marriage, and warn unceasingly against every violation of the marriage
bond through unbiblical divorce or through adultery, keeping in mind
the need for true repentance on the part of all who seek admission to
the Church. Adopted.

2. The consistories are advised that people who are guilty of un-
biblical divorce, or who are divorced as the result of their own adultery
and having remarried, seek entrance or reentrance into the Church,
shall be expected to show their sorrow and genuine repentance during
an adequate period of probation. Such cases shall not be settled with- .
out the advice of Classis. Adopted.

3. These declarations are referred to the consistories for their guid-
ance so that they may deal with the concrete cases which come before
them in accordance with the given situations. the demonstrable teaching
of Scripture on marriage, divorce, repentance, and forgiveness, and
the general provisions of the Church Order. Adopted.

B. FURTHERMORE YOUR ADVISORY COMMITTEE PROPOSES THAT:
1. Synod declare that the decisions just reached in this matter con-
stitute a satisfactory answer to the request of the Board of Foreign
Missions for light on the subject of divorce and remarriage, with re-
spect to which there are vexing problems on the Indian mission field.
Adopted.
-2. Synod declare that with the adoption of these proposals Classis
Hackensack’s Overture has received an answer in the following man-
ner: (See Overture No. 11 in Acts of Synod, 1956)

a. The first point — Agenda page 342 — has been satisfied by the
adoption of Synod’s first decision.

b. The second point — Agenda page 348 — has recewed a safis-
. factory reply in Synod’s second decision.

c. The third element in the overture is dealt with in the second recom-
mendation of the Advisory Committee. Adopted.

3. Synod express its appreciation to its own two study committees,
. as well as the Ecumenical Committee on Marital Problems, for the
fine work they have done in producing the reports on the basis of which
our decisions were made. The decisions we have reached should. also
be made known to the next Ecumenical Synod.: " Adopted.
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4. Synod continue our present committee on Marital Problems or
appoint another committee for a two-fold task which it was not able
to complete in time for the Synod of 1956. This two-fold task is the
consideration of the Ecumenical Synod’s Report on: other possible
grounds for divorce and the question of polygamy on the mission fields.
A report covering this study should be presented to the Synod of 1957.
(See Art. 157) Adopted.

5. Synod instructs the Stated Clerk to publish in The Banner Synod’s
decisions re Divorce and Remarriage and the resolutions under A. above
(1,2, 3) Adopted.

ARTICLE 153

The matter of recognition of the Reformed Church of Ceylon as a
sister church is upon motion referred to the Committee on Ecumenicity
with power to act. l

ARTICLE 154 ’
The Obituary Committee, cf. Arts. 14, 42, presents the following
" report:

It is fitting and proper that the Synod pause for a moment in the
midst of its activities to reflect upon the fact that our Sovereign Cove-
nant God has since the Synod of 1955 removed from our denomination
five of our ministers of the Word of God and one of our Professors
from Calvin College. They have departed from the labor of the Church
Militant to the heavenly scene of the blessed Church Triumphant.

These were our brethren and leaders in the army of Jesus Christ. |
We miss them and their ministry Though we mourn, we do so in
gratitude for what God has given us in them. Let us then in solemn
gratitude remember them.

On November 22, 1955, it pleased our gracious Lord to take to Himself
the Rev. Martin M. Schans. He served seven of our congregations over a
period of thirty seven years.

A few weeks later, on December 11, 1955, the Rev. John Walkotten
answered the summons from our heavenly Father, His ministry enriched
the lives of five of our congregations for the forty years from 1903 to 1943.
After this he still served for several years supplying pulpits and preaching
the Holland afternoon service at First Paterson, New Jersey.

1t pleased our.triumphant Lord, who holds the keys of death and the
grave to promote the Rev. D. D. Bonnema out of active service to his -
heavenly home on March 26, 1956. This genial brother and good pastor
ministered to four congregations for thirty-two years.

The Rev. John L. Schaver was also released from his earthly labors. He
served three of our churches over a period of twenty-five years, He
emeritated in 1953 and departed this life on May 4, 1256. ‘

Just a few weeks after his wife died our Saviour ecalled the eighty-seven
year old Rev. James Holwerda to higher service above after 16 years of
retirement from the active ministry. God had granted him to serve in the
- ministry of His gospel for a total of thirty-six years to four of our congre-
gations. His promotion came on May 29, 1956,
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We are constrained also to reflect upon the solemn fact that God in His
inscrutable wisdom suddenly took Dr. Cecil De Boer, an honored and highly
valued professor at Calvin College from his teaching activities to his
eternal reward on November 28, 1955 He taught at our school for several
years in the department of phllosophy He had taught at other institutions
of higher learning prior to coming to Calvin.

All these brethren: served according to the energies and glfts with
which the Lord endowed them. We believe they were faithful in ful-
filling their God-assigned duties. We wish to express our gratitude
to God for His grace to us in them as He used them in the building of
His church and the extension of His Kingdom. We trust that they
experienced the blessed grace of God humbly to know the truth ex-

-pressed by the Apostle Paul when he said: “for me to live is Christ and
to die is gain.”

In view of the foregoing your Obituary Committee, cf. Art. 14,
recommends that Synod pass the following resolutions:

1. That Synod solemnly and humbly bows before the holy will of
God in the deaths of Rev. Martin M. Schans, the Rev. John Walkotten,
the Rev. D. D. Bonnema, the Rev. John L. Schaver, and the Rev.
‘ James Holwerda, and Prof. Dr. Cecil De Boer. ‘

2. That Synod thanks God for graciously granting us these men
and their ministries to our churches and to His Kingdom.

3. That Synod expresses its sincere Christian sympathy to all the

bereaved and commends them to the heavenly Father’s comforting care
and mercy.

4. That these resolutions be placed in the minutes of this Synod
and copy be forwarded to the bereaved. Adopted.

ARTICLE 155
Upon request of the President of the Seminary Synod decides that
the Stated Clerk be given power to act in dealing, if necessary, with
the immigration authorities in behalf of Instructor Rev. M. Woudstra.

ARTICLE 156
The Committee on Appointments presents the following nomination
for Stated Clerk. (cf. Arts. 63, 69, 139, 143)
» Dr. R. J. Danhof
Rev. J. Hanenburg
Rev. Wm. Haverkamp
Rev. P. Holwerda
- Rev. Haverkamp requests that his name be removed from the nomina-
tion. Synod grants the request.
Synod proceeds to elect from the three men who remain on the
nomination.
Dr. R. J. Danhof is elected Stated Clerk, and Rev. P Holwerda is
elected alternate
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ARTICLE 157

The Committee on Appointments, Rev. O. De Groot reporting,

presents the following:

I. Synod approve the election of the following members of the Board
of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary.

Classis Member Alternate
Alberta ..cccceererenenn Rev. G. Van Laar..cooeicrccereens Rev. T. E. Hofman
Cadillac ....... ....Rev. H. Zwaanstra. Rev. E. Boeve
California ... ...Rev. K. de Waal Malefyt......corremmnn.eee. Rev, J. Daane
Chatham ............ ....Rev. J. Gritter :

Chieago North ...........Rev. R. Veenstra. ..ccoooooeeeoceeeeccenecene Rev. A. Brink
Chicago South ... ...Rev. M. Goote......... ...Rev. C. O. Buus
Eastern Ontario ............ Rev. R, J. BOS. e eecaneeccrcececeeceennens Rev. J. Rubingh
Grand Rapids East .. Rev. W. Van Rees.... Rev. N. L. Veltman
Grand Rapids South...Rev. L. GreeNway. ... covviccmiirmminnnans Rev. W. Kok
Grand Rapids West ...Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel............... Rev. A. A, Koning
Hackensack ..oeoeeveeeenas, Rev. B. Bruxvoort......oooceeeeeeeeceeans Dr. L. Smedes -
Hamilton . T. C. Van Kooten..........Rev. J. Van Harmelen

Holland ....... W. P. Brink..ccoeuueeeeeeeeeecemee Dr. E. Masselink
Hudson ......... . B, Pekelder.....coonmaaeneceee. Rev. O. Holtrop
Kalamazoo -Rev. J. Bouwsma.......cccoomreemecniasceaan Rev. C.” Greenfield
Minnesota North ... Rev. M. Zylstra......... --Rev. John H. Stek

Minnesota South .........Rev.

Far West Distriet: .....Dr.

II. Synod approve the

R. Veldman. . .ccooweeecccerereaeeeceee Rev. G. L. Kok

Muskegon ...estua . L. Veltkamp... ~Rev. J. P. Smith

". Orange City ... . H. MInnema. . cooeeeeeeeeeeeemenenneee Rev. J. B. Hulst
Ostfriesland . . E. H. Oostendorp ‘

Pacific —eeeeeereereccceanen, . C. M. Schoolland......ccecoeeeuvancen Rev. J. Griffioen

Pella .. v. H. Verduin................ ...Rev. C. Veenstra

. Rocky Mountain .......... Rev. Nicholag DeVries Rev. J. Zwaanstra

Sioux Center .....ccccee. Rev, B. J. Haan.. cccooeocveeaecenee Rev. H. Petersen

Wisconsin ...... -...Rev. P. Ouwinga .Rev. H. Exoo

Zeeland ...... -..Rev. J. Breuker. Rev. N. Beute

Eastern District: ... ~Dr. P, Hofstra Mz, Samuel Steen

Central Distriet: .....Mr. L. Bere...coeeeeee.e. Mr. Richard Tolsma (’59)

' Dr. D. De Vries..... -Mr. C. VanValkenburg (’59)

Mr. G. Buter.ooocceenn. .-....Dr. Gerrit Heyns (’59)

Dr. E. Feenstra................ Dr. James Harkema (’59)

Mr., Wallace Waalkes (’59).ccucvccccceen. Mr. A. Hulst

. ‘ Mr. B. Staaleoeseeeeee My, George Tinholt (’59)

Midwest District: ........ Mr. John Brouwer (’59)...Mr. Sam Elgersma ('59)

J. Hoekzema Mr. H. TeVelde
Adopted.

election of the following members of the

Christian Reformed Board of Missions:

Classis Member . Alternate
Alberta Rev. D. J. Scholten.....cceoccuen.... Rev. Albert H. Selles
Cadillac ..oeeeeeeeeeneennes _Rev. Martin Stegink......ccccccee.... Rev. Frank Rinfeld
California oeeeeeeecas . Gerrit B. Boerefyn........ Rev. Harry A. Dykstra
Chatham ....... -

. John C. Verbrugge....o..ccecoee.. Rev. Klaas Hart
. Martin Bolt. .

Rev. Oliver Breen
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Classis Member Alternate
Chicago South _..........Rev, Edward Visser............. Rev. Clarence Flietstra
Eastern Ontario .........Rev. Albert H: Smit....c.ooocu.nce Rev. Ralph Wildschut

Grand Rapids East ...Rev. John H. Schaal.....
Grand Rapids South...Dr, Henry J. Kreulen
Grand Rapids West..Rev. Renze O. De Groot

Rev. Jacob Hasper
.Dr. George Goris
Rev. Richard Rienstra

Hackensack .....cccoceeeceed Dr. Dick Van Halsema...._..... Rev. Eugene Bradford
Hamilton ... . John M. Dykstra........ Rev. Andrew D. Folkema
Holland ....... . Henry Baker............ Rev. Lubbertus Oostendorp
Hudson ......... . Richard R. DeRidder....Rev. Marvin C. Baarman
Kalamazoo .............Rev. Simon A. Dykstra.. Rev. George VanderKooi
Minnesota North ........ Rev. Simon Viss.......... Rev. I. Meuzelaar
Minnesota - South .......... Rev. John A. Hoeksema....Rev. John E. VandenHoek
Muskegon ... Rev. John C. Scholten.............. Dr. Edwin H. Palmer
Orange City .. . John B. Hulst :
Ostfriesland .....cocoo.... Rev. Sidney P. Miersma

Pacific ..o Rev. Peter De Jong.ccooeeeeeeee.... ..-Rev. John Petersen
Pella oo Dr. Peter Y. De Jong............ Rev, William VandeKieft
Rocky Mountain . Rev. Henry N. Erffmeyer

Sioux Center ............... Rev. Gerrit Vander Plaats........._... Rev. Carl Toeset
Wisconsin Rev. William Alkema............ Rev. John H. DeHaan
Zeeland ...................Rev. Chester M. Schemper............ Rev. Fred Huizenga

.................... General Alternate:
Mr. John VanDellen

Adopted.

election of the following members of the

General Committee for Home Missions:

ITT. Synod approve the
Classis

Alberta . ..., Rev.

Cadillac ....... .....Rev.

California ....ceeecvenen Rev.

Chatham ... ....Rev.

Chicago North ..
Chicago South
Eastern Ontario
Grand Rapids East ...
Grand Rapids South....

. L. Van Laar.........
. G. Vanderhill........ccco.cc.....
. W. Vander Hoven-

Member Alternate
. R. Star..eee. Rev. J. W. Van Stempvoort °
W. Huyser ’
J. Hollebeek...........cccou..ecc......Rev. B. Huizenga
J. Vande Kieft.....ocovremeeenneee Rev. Klaas Hart
. H. Leestma .
. B. Van Someren..........c......... Rev. T. Verseput

Rev. A. Schaafsma
Rev. J. A. Mulder

Grand Rapids West ....Rev. E. Bossenbroek.................... Rev. L. Van Drunen
Hackensacek ...ccoc.occarnne Dr. G. Stob...ceccvecrenes .....Dr. D. Van Halsema .
Hamilton A. Peysenaite......ooococecmeeeeennnns Rev. C. Spoelhof
Holland .. ... . J. DeKruyter..ccomoeececaaicnas Rev. J. Hoogstra
Hudson ......... e 8. ROOY e Rev. 8. DeVries
Kalamazoo . J. Entingh... i...Rev. H. Guikema
Minnesota North ... Rev. H. Arnold.. ... Rev. J. L. Bult
Minnesota South ........ Rev. E. Holkeboer........occocooveeienen... Rev. J. Elenbaas
Muskegon ..oocveeececceenee Rev. R. Bronkema

Orange City -.oeoceeeeees Rev. A. Baker

Ostfriesland ... Rev. E. D. Dykema

Pacific oeeeeecieeeas Rev. F. W. Van Houten.................. Rev. W. Verwolf
Pella . e Reve T. DeVries

Rocky Mountam .......... Rev. A. Poel. ..o Rev. J. Meppelink



Y G

N

e T

j
[

P

e T S R

AxrTiCiE 157 123
Classis Member ‘ Alternate

Sioux Center ......o...... Rev.-P. Huisman
Wisconsin ....ccceceecee....Rev. R. Opperwall.......oooooeeeeeaennees Rev. C. Ter Maat
Zeeland ..o Rev. J. Guichelaar........oeeeeeeconnn. Rev. N. Beute
Members-at-Lorge Alternates
Mr. C. Van Malsen.......Mr. R. Dykema
Mr. W. Hofstra ............ Mr. G. Tinholt

Mr. F. Oldemulders ...Mr. T. Hoeksema
Adopted.

IV Synod approve the election of the following Synodical Delegates

for Examination :

Classis - Member Alternate
Alberta ... .Rev. J. Hanenburg.......cccoceeemease. Rev. G. Van Laar
Cadillac ... ..Rev. H. Vanderaa...... Rev. I. Couwenhouen
California ... DR T POt Dr. J. Daane
Chatham ...oooooee.. Rev. W. Hekman
Chicago North ........... Rev. R. L. Veenstra.......cccccmeens Rev. R. J. Frens
Chicago Sonth ............. Rev. L. Van Laara ..., Rev. H. Moes
Eascern Ontario ............ Rev. 8. Kramer...... ...Rev. E. Visger

Grand Rapids Fast ...Rev. C. Boomsma......cccooiveceeomeeeeeene Dr. R. J. Danhof
Grund Rapids South...Dr. W. Rutgers. - wooceraceenees Dr. W. Hendriksen
Grand Rapids West...Rev. C. VandenHeuvel.... .....Rev. A. A. Koning
Hackensack ..cccoeeeeann Dr. G. Stob.......ccceeereeeeeeeee e Rev. B. H. Spalink
Hamilton _.... -.Rev. A. Persenaire.. Rev. C. Spoelhof
Holland ...... -.Rev. J. Beebe Dr. J. T. Hoogstra
Hudson ......... Rev. N. J. Monsma.......ccceeeeuueee Rev. S. Van Dyken
Kalamazoo eeceeeeeeeeeeen Rev. C. Greenfield.......oocceeeeeeeee. Rev. J. O. Bouwsma
Minnesota North ....... Rev., S. ViSS.. e eeaeeeee Rev. J. L. Bult
* Minnesota South .........Rev. J. Vanden Hoek. --Rev. R. Veldman
Muskegon ............. . L J P Smithe e Rev. D. Drost

Orange City oo, . J. Masselink.........................Rev. A, Dusseljee
Ostfriesland ..cocoeeeeenee . 8. P. Miersma

Pacific -.Rev. J. Griffioen.........ccc.cceeee. Rev. J. Roorda
Pella v .Rev. C. R. Veenstra.......ccoeoo.o.. Dr. P. Y. De Jong

Rocky -Mountain . H. Erffmeyer . ...ooooeooeeeeeencaceeeeee Rev. A. Poel
Sioux Center ............ . C. Huissen........ ..Rev. C. Van Deelen
Wisconsin . J. H. emeeaemceereeansanane e Rev. H. Exoo
Zeeland ... Rev. F. M. Huizenga
Adopted.

V. Synod approve the following:

A.  Appointments:

1. Synodical Committee: Rev. G. Hoeksema, Rev. N. J. Monsma, Rev.
J. K. Van Baalen, Stated Clerk (ex-officio); Alternate: Rev.'J. Ver-
brugge. (Term expires 1958).

2. Stated Clerk: Dr. R. J. Danhof (Term expires 1960) ; Alternate Rev.
P. Holwerda.

8. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. Tony Noordewier; Alternate: Mr. Lester
Ippel. (Term expires 1958).

4. Treasurer of Canadian Churches: Mr, J. Va.nder Vliet; Alternate: Mr.
L. Vanden Berg. (Term explres 1958).
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5.
6.

7.

10.
11.

12.
'18.
14.

15.

16.

17,

18.

19.
20.
21.

22,

23.

24,

25,

Representative General Commission Army and Navy Chaplains: Rev.:
Harold Dekker; Alternate: Dr. George Stob.

Representative British and Foreign Bible Society: Rev. C. Witt; Alter-
nate: Rev. Joseph Vande Kieft.

Centennial Executive Committee: Dr. John Kromrmnga, Rev. Wm Kok,

Rev. E. B. Pekelder, Dr. J. T. Hoogstra, Rev. Harold Dekker, Mr. S. T.

Youngsma, Mr. Fred Baker, Mr. Herbert Daverman.

. Committee on Ecumenity and Correspondence with Other Churches:

Dr. W. H. Rutgers, Dr. J. T. Hoogstra, Prof. M. Monsma, Stated Clerk
(ex-officio). .

. Historical Committee: Dx. J. H. Kromminga, Prof. H. J. Van Andel,

Dr. G. Stob, Dr. E. Y. Monsma.

Transportation Committée: Mr. A. H. Andriese.

Committee for Making Arrangements and Mimeographing Reports
for next Synod: Dr. E. Y. Monsma; Alternate: Mr. L. Ippel.
Representative Lord's Day Alliance: Dr. O. Holtrop; Altérnate: Rev.
Clarence Vos.

Representative National Christian Association: Rev. A. De Kruyter;
Alternate: Rev. O. Breen.

United Youth Federation: Rev. L. Dykstra, Miss Catherine Van
Opynen. Four to be appointed by the United Youth Federation.
Canadian Immigration Commitiee: Rev. P, J. Hoekstra, Mr. J. Vander
Vliet, Rev. A. Disselkoen, Mr. J. Vander Velden, Rev. J. Gritter, Rev.
C. Spoclhof, Mr. A. Kaemingh, Home Missionary-at-Large.
Committee for Koream Reformed Spiritual Relief: Dr. J. T. Hoogstra,
Rev. M. Vander Werp, Rev. J. Schuurmann, Mr. A. Naber, Mr. E.
Ver Maat. _

Contact Committee: Rev. E. F. J. Van Halsema, Stated Clerk (ex-
officio)

Special Advisory and Assisting Budget Committee for 1957: Mr. H.
Hoekstra, Mr. Frank Dieleman, Mr. Gordon Buter, Mr. William Boer;
Alternate: Mr. George Tinholt. ,
Reformed Missionary Council: Rev. H. Evenhouse; Alternate: Dr.
R. O. DeGroot.

Pension Board of Calvin College and Seminary: Mr. Lambert Bere,

~Mr. Tony Noordewier.

Synodical Representative on Faith, Prayer and Tract League: Mr. J.
Keuning.

Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee: Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft,
Rev. W. Van Rees, one elder from Neland Ave., one elder from Mayfair,
one deacon from Oakdale Park, one deacon from West Leonard, one
deacon from Grandville Ave., one deacon from Alpine Ave.

Committee on Church Help, Inc.: Rev. L. Bouma, Rev. A. Baker, Rev.

A, Dusseljee, Mr. A. Engbers, Mr. M. Wiersma; Alternate: Rev. R.

Venema.

Representative American Bible Society: Rev. H. Bouma; Alternate
Rev. E. Callender.

Convening Church for mext Synod: Flrst Church (Bates Street),
Grand Rapids, Mlc}ugan
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27,

28.

29.
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Sunday School Committee: Dr. J. L. De Beer, Rev. W. Van Rees, Rev.
W. Van Peursem, Miss Dena XKorfker, Mr. R. C. Pettinga, Mr. A.
"Vanderveer.

Sponsorship of Foreign Students: Registrar of Calvin Seminary Dr.
H. J. Ryskamp, Prof. Harry Dekker, Prof. H. De Wit, Dr. J. T.
Hoogstra, Mr. A. Huibregtse, one representative from the Board of
Home Missions, 'Gordon Buter from the Board of Trustees.

Back to God Hour Committee: Rev. W. Kok, Rev. G. Postma, Rev.
B. J. Haan, Mr. H. Hoving, Rev. K. Hart, Rev. R. O. De Groot, Mr.
D. Evenhouse, Rev. H. Baker, Rev. A, W. Hoogstrate, Mr. G. Zuider-
veen, Mr, L. Bere, Mr. A. Van Noord, Mr. J. Hamstra.

Synodical Tract Committee: Rev. N. L. Veltman, Rev: H. 'J. Teitsma,

Mr. C. Dykhouse, Rev. W. Vander Hoven, Mr. R. Weidenaar, Mr. J.

30.

31.

32.

33.

De Jager, Mr. Henry Hoekstra, Rev. G. Rozenboom, Rev. R. Bronkema,
Jr., and Rev. V. Licatesi.

Chaplain Committee: Rev. D, Hmtenga, Rev. G. Vander Kooi, Rev.
H. VanTil, Mr, H. Faber, Dr. W. Vandér Ploeg.

Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration: Rev. J. O. Bouwsma,
Rev. J. Beebe, Rev F. Handlogten, Mr. J. Jonker, Mr. Louis Heeres;
Alternates: Walter De Hoog, Mr. B. De Jager, Rev. D. Drost,
Rev. T. Yfi, Mr. G. B. Tinholt.

Committee On Education: Rev. M, C. Baarman, Dr. L. B. Smedes,
Dr. G. Stob, Rev, J. Meeter, Mr. Sidney Van T1l Mr. R. C. Pettmga.,
Mr. G. Dykstra, Mr. C. Van Zwoll.

Publication Commitiee: Dr. G. Goris, Mr. A. Hulst, Mr. G. Hertel,
Rev. J. Mulder, Mr. John Peterson, Rev. W. Van Peursem, Mr. C. Van
Valkenburg, Mr. A. Vanden Bout, Rev. N. Veltman.

Adopted.
B. Fraternal Delegates:
1. Orthodox Presbyterian Church
2. Free Magyar Reformed Church Synod
3. Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (General Synod)
4. Korean Presbyterian Church
5. Reformed Church of Japan

6. Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
Recommendation: That the Synodical Committee appoint these frater-

nal delegates. Adopted.

1.

C. Stupy COMMITTEES:

Committee on Improvement and Revision of Psalter Hymmal: Dr. H.
Bruinsma, Rev. D. Van Halsema, Mr. M. Baas, Mr. A. Hartog, Miss
Johanna Oranje, Mrs. Trena Haan, Dr. H. Zylstra, Rev. D. H. Walters,
Dr. W. H. Rutgers, Prof. J. De Jonge, Prof. S. Swets.

. Church Order Revision: Prof. M. Monsma, Rev. I. Van Dellen, Dr.

R. J. Danhof, Dr. J. H. Kromminga, Rev. R. J. Bos.,

. Marital Problems - Ecumenical Synod Report. Rev. P. Holwerda, Dr.

H. Stob, Rev. W. P. Brink, Rev. G. Hoeksema, Mr. John Ribbens.

. Church FEcumenicity - Orthodox Presbyterian Church: Rev. N. J.

Monsma, Rev. C. Vos, Rev. B. Pekelder, Mr. P. Wattez.
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5. Church Ecumenicity - Reformed Presbyterian Church: Drx. W. Rutgers,
Rev.' A. Brink, Rev. C. De Haan, Mr. Maurice Vander Velde.

6. Examination of Candidates: Rev. H. Verduin, Dr. P. Y. De Jong,
Rev. C. Veenstra, Mr. George Rooy.

7. Long Range Planning: Rev. G. Hoeksema, Dr. G. Stob, Rev. H. Baker,
Rev. A. De Jager, Rev. A. Schaafsma, Dr. J. Daane, Rev. B. J. Haan,
Rev, Enno Haan, Dr. H. Jellema, Mr. C. Van Beek, Rev. F. Guillaume,
Mr. Lambert Petzmger

8. To Prepare Index of Synodical Decisions: The Stated Clerk in coopera-

. tion with the Church Order Committee. ‘

9. Study of Increase of Loans from the Church Help Fund, Inc., (S. Grand-
ville, and Toronto), Church Help Fund Committee. .

10. Classification of Accredited Causes, and Full Time Financial Secretary.
Special Advisory and Budget Committee.

11. Bible Translation: Seminary Faculty - Old Testament and New
Testament.

. 12. Particular Synods: Rev. J. Breuker, Rev. J. Gritter, Rev. P. Holwerda,

. Rev. B. Van Tuinen, Rev. J. Hanenburg, Mr. S. Steen, Mr. E. Duister-
mars.

18. Rewvision of Form for the Lord’s Supper: Rev. Wm. Kok, Rev. J. Ep-
pinga, Rev. E. J. Tanis.

14. Liason-man between World Home Bible League and the Church: Rev.
Chester Schemper.

15. Committee on Woman Suffrage in Ecclesiastical Meetings: Prof. M.
Monsma, Rev. Wm. Haverkamp, Rev. D Hoitenga, Dr. L. Greenway, -
Mz, A. Sluis.

16. Committee for Belgic Confession: Rev. J. Weidenaar, Rev. L. Verdum,
Dr. C. Boersma.

17. Committee for Denominational Film: to be appointed by the Centen-
nial Executive Committee, subject to approval of the Synodical Com-

mittee.
Adopted.
The Committee on Appointments recommends :

That whenever members of a committee in a given area move out
" of the area, the committee appoint replacements subject to the approval
of the Synodical Committee. Adopted.

) ARTICLE 158
Now that Synod has completed its work at 12:45 A M. June 26 Rev.
H. Bel the President of Synod addresses Synod as follows:

Dear Fellow-members of the Synod of 1956:

The Scriptures declare that there is a time for everything. This holds
also for Synods. There was a time for us to begin our labors, now the
time has come to conclude the same. Following the custom of previous
presidents, I herewith submit my farewell message.

I begin with a hearty thank you to all who have made our stay in the
Furniture City and particularly our stay on Calvin campus a delight. We
mention first of all those who are so easily forgotten, namely, the managers
of Calvin, the Commons and the Dormitory, the custodians, the cooks, the
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dispensers of good things to eat and to drink in the cafeterias, at the urns
and soda-fountains. Notwithstanding the heat we were met with smiles
and excellent food and good service. We cannot begin to mention all the
names. We salute you. We say: “Thank you. ‘God bless you all.”

We next make mention of the work performed by Miss De Boer and
her helpers. The reports were printed with dispatch. Your work was
performed at a low level (in the subterranean parts of the administration
building) but rose to a high level of efficiency, especially during the last
‘days when rest and slumber were neglected so that the work of Synod
might continue uninterruptedly.

Great admiration also do we feel for the work, the knowledge and the
wisdom of our Stated Clerk, Dr. Ralph J. Danhof, and Dr. Edwin Monsma.
No man is indispensable but they come close to it. Thank you, men, for a
job well done.

Climbing up into the higher eschelons, we recognize our indebtedness
to our learned advisers, the professors, particularly the presidemts of the
College and Seminary. We appreciated your advice, your enthusiasm
for the institution you serve and your efforts to move forward. We could
not see our way clear to give you all you wanted, nor could we always see
eye to eye when it came to methods of plocedure, but I assure you that
both the executive officers and Synod appreclated your work.

We owe a debt to those, too, that are not membexs of Synod but who lay
the groundwork, so to speak, namely, the members of our study committees
and such organizations as the Board of Trustees, Boards of Missions, and
a host of other organizations. We did not adopt everything you proposed
but we do wish to say: Thank you, men and ladies, for all your labors.
You are doing a great work.

A special acknowledgment is also in order of the work performed by
our owh advisory committees. You labored indefatigably. No doubt you

“will be fatigued for many days to come. Thanks men, you did well.

What shall we say about those who were next to me on the platform?

. I want to thank the Synod for the confidence placed in us and the great

honor bestowed upon us. What gave me personally the courage to under-
take so great a responsibility was first of all the assurance that God fits
the back for the burden and bestows strength and grace when asked to
bestow it, but next to that, the confidence that God gave me experienced
and tried helpers. No one could have wished for a more congenial partner,
or a better qualified vice-president than my present helper, the Reverend
Henry Baker. Brother Baker, I thank you from the bottom of my heart
for your loyal support and friendly advice. The same holds for the first
and second clerk. They were no rookies but tried veterans. They did not
disappoint us and they were a real support to me. Thanks men, to every

~one of you.

If I have omitted any workers, please pardon the omission, and receive
my thanks.

As to the Synod as sueh, I wish to make the following remarks,

- First, in a few moments from now our work will be finished. We shall
have nothing to say anymore, nor will we be able to amend or correct

"anything that has been done. The record cannot be blotted out even though

our recordings be destroyed. That is a sobering fact.
Second, all the deeds of men are marred by sin. There are sinful desires,

~ unholy practices. The most holy, according to our confession, have but a
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small beginning of obedience. Our work will not be perfect in the sight
of God. We beseech him to pardon that Whlch was sinful and to bless
that which was good.

Third, we are, as a denomination, passmg through a critical period.
We are not only beginning to take our place in the world, a thing which
ealls for great caution, much study and prayer, but we are receiving at
the same time streams of culture and polity which differ from,ours. To be
specific, we are americanizing and at the same time we are receiving ac-
cessions from the Old Country, from the “Gereformeerde Kerken,” from '
the Christian Reformed Churches of the Netherlands, and even from the
State Church of the Netherlands. At the same time we are receiving
preachers and presumably also a few members flom Westminster and the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

All this is a matter for rejoicing. But, aIl this also ecalls for caution,
patience and study. We must not push each other around. We must not
try to adopt one culture in preference to another. We must love each other,
we must try to understand each other, but we must prayerfully and
patiently work together for the unity of the faith.

What pleases me more than anything is that the Synod of 1956 gave a -
proof that it is possible for men of different background to work together,
to debate peaceably and to come to well-nigh unanimous conclusions. To
speak even more plainly, we met men from Canada and from Westminster,
and we worked and prayed together and we loved each other.

Brethren, thls is my last Synod. I have reached the retirement age.
I do not believe that it is to the advantage of the church to hang on until
judgment is impaired. There will still be an opportunity to labor, if the
Lord spares, but it will be no more in official capacity. I served as vice-
president once and as president four-times. I thank you for your patience,
for your splendid support. God has given me strength to finish though
not with the efficiency of former years. 1 shall pray more than ever for
my church. May God preserve and keep her alive, militant and pure.
" God bless you oné and all. . .
‘ REv. H. BEL

The Vice-President, Rev. H. Baker now addresses Rev. H. Bel.

My, President: t

It’s a pleasure to voice Synod’s appreciation of your services as president.
Under your guidance the spirit of goodwill and cordiality was maintained
in spite of the fact that controversial and weighty matters engaged our
attention. Without partiality you gave us opportunity for full and deliberate
discussion.

We thank God for the grace of kind and tactful 1eadersh1p with which
you are endowed.

You have carried the responsibilities of the p1e51dency easily and well.
Your experience as presiding officer in three previous Synods was an asset.

May the Lord continue to favor you with health and tireless energy in.

the service of the Church. :
' REv. H. BAXER
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ARTICLE 159
A motion to adjourn prevails and President H. Del closes with
thanksgiving to God. ' : ‘ '
‘ .REV. H. BEL, President
REV, H. BAKER, Vice-President
REV. WM. HAVERKAMP, First-Clerk
REV. J. VERBRUGGE, Second-Clerk

T e AT T g S T o T

Attested a true Copy co
DR. R, J. DANHOF, STATED CLERK
Denominational Building
2850 Kalamazoo Ave, S.E.

Grand Rapids, Mich.
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Supplements

SUPPLEMENT NO. 1
(Arts. 86, 109)

THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION

EsTEEMED BRETHREN : , :
E BOARD of the Paterson Hebrew Mission herewith submits
its report on the work of the Board and its Missionaries for the
year 1955.

The Board usually meets on the second Tuesday of each month at
the Mission house at 253 Hamilton Avenue, Paterson. The Missionaries
meet with us for at least a part of the time to present their reports. The
 Board is constituted as follows: Rev. D. H. Spalink, president; Dr.
J. E. Meeter, Vice President; Rev. B. Bruxvoort, Secretary; Mr. E.
Heerema, Treasurer; H. Vander Plaat and Mr. P. Damsma.

The staff of workers continues as before: Rev. David B. Muir,

Superintendent, Miss Martha Rozendal, nurse and full-time worker,
Miss Wilhelmina Tuit, full-time worker, and Dr. Peter G. Berkhout,
physician.
. Relative to the administration of the work of the Mission, the Board
has, for Classis Hackensack and Synod, been attempting to execute our
adaptation of the “Church Community Jewish Evangelism” plan. This
plan was approved by Synod and was an answer to Synod’s own man-
date (Acts of Synod, 1955, Art. 48, P.16). By “addptation” we mean
to emphasize that the approach to the Jewish people shall not only be
carried on by the members of our churches, but that “our mission staff
prayerfully seek, and earnestly embrace every opportunity to bring to
individual Jews the gospel of salvation in Christ” also in our local
church communities.

The Board is of the opinion that this new approach which we have
adopted, alongside of our institutional work, is only begun, and is a
project which will take considerable more time to put into effect. Our
churches must be won to see the need and the advantage of this method
- of working. At the same time the churches must begin to see that they
also have a responsibility to witness to the Jews in their communities.
If the work of our Jewish Missionaries in the various neighborhoods
could have the effect of also arousing among our people a desire to
witness to their Jewish neighbors, a double purpose will have been
realized.- ' :
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As to the actual work itself, we quote our Superintendent as follows:
“The work of witnessing to the Israel continued through the year.
Our Program was designed to meet the Jew both inside and outside the
Mission. The Program for those visiting the Mission may be presented
in the following statistics. There were 49 Saturday Evening Gospel
meetings, with a total of 428 in attendance. There were 32 sessions of
the Women’s Bible Class with 82 attending. The medical clinic was
held 46 times, with a total of 249 persons present. A Bible study hour
is held preceding the clinic. There were 74 classes in English and
Bible with 206 attending.

“In addition to meeting the Jew in the Mission area, considerable
emphasis was placed upon finding and meeting the Jew in the neighbor-
hoods of particular Christian Reformed Churches. The Program was
carried on throughout the year, and we have effectively covered great
areas in the immediate and more distant “parishes” of Summer Street,
Passaic; III Paterson; and Madison Avenue. These churches have
cooperated with us in every way. A Christmas mailing was sent out by
these Churches to 120 Jewish families in their respective areas. We
hope that continued friendly interest will encourage the Jewish neighbor
to seek God’s House. Altogether some 1,539 calls were made by the
Mission staff. Especially in calling in new areas, one often finds
Gentiles where one expects to find a Jew. Thus we have met many
Gentiles in our.Parish program. In keeping with our custom, and to
avoid any misunderstanding, we state that all our statistics have ref-
erence to Jewish people only, and do not reflect any work done with
Gentiles. We do witness to these also, however, and hope we may be
the vital link between the neighborhood Church we are representing’
and the unchurched Gentile. Thus while the Church assists us in reach-
ing the Jew, we assist the Church in its task of finding people — Jew

- and Gentile — in the area of its responsibility.”

And now, just as we stand at the very beginning of this new approach
to Jewish missions, it has been decided to transfer the administration
of this work to the General Committee for Home Missions. We hope
they may continue this method which we have adopted.

To this report of the Board on its work is attached a report by its
Treasurer, Mr. E. Heerema. QOur Treasurer has not included a proposed
budget or a request for a quota from the Churches because of the
projected “transfer” mentioned above.

The Board of the Paterson Hebrew Mission is grateful to Classis
and Synod and our Churches for their interest in this work and their
support. We are also grateful to our staff of workers for their conse-
crated labors.

Respectfully submitted,
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board
B. Bruxvoort, Secretary
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR OF 1955
. o GENERAL ACCOUNT '
Bélance January 1, 1955 . oo s $10,973.52
: .RECEIPTS .
Classis Cadillac ............... . $ 53.84
- Classis Alberta . y . - 154,42
Classis California ............. " 675.46
- Classis Chatham ........... . 383.60
‘Classis Chicago North 854.55
Classis Chicago South 891.00
Classis East Ontario ... . e~ 300.55
Classis Grand Rapids BEast ... 1,139.82
Classis Grand Rapids South ..o 1,498.56
" Classis Grand Rapids West .o "817.52
Classis Hackensack ..... . 2 et 328,39
Classis Hamilton _. . 167.81
A Classis-Holland ......... 1,067.86
Classis HudSon ......ccoecemeevnecence 644.15
3 Classis Kalamazoo ... . 411
Classis Minnesota North ... 393.62
Classis Minnesota South . . 254.32
Classis Muskegon ...... . . © 925.02
- Classis Orange City 298.83
Clagsis Oostfriesland : . 427.98
Classis Pacific . ; 388.17
Classis Pella ..... ... 811,53
Classis Sioux Center ....... . 597.87
Classis Wisconsin _.....ococe...... - 304.07
Classis Zeeland .........ocoooieveeeoemiitesrereeeeeeeesaeees 826.14
Donations .. . . 285.90
Clinic ‘ . : 80.10
Offerings ...ccoooeeeenenne 10.00
Christian Reformed Board of Missions ................ 195.00
Total ...... e mreemmeeeveennee e easeaas . . eeeeee $15,182.856 .
i - .
Total Balance and Receipts ... $26,156.37
‘Salaries $10,5635.31
Pension Fund (Ministers’) .....come eemecans 145.24
Auto AlloWance .........ooocronmmmerereserres e : 200.00
Fuel .o - 345.68
INSULANEE <o e e aaersevame e e emtmanennses 331.43
" Christian Reformed Pubhshmg House oo 41.75
AUto EXPENSE eeeaeecccece e ecmvearaeecesaeeeaens 274.30
Building Maintenance 463.44 ’
Clinic SupPlies oo e se e cemnanas 49.05
Withholding Tax and Social Securlty et 961.04
Telephone : et 183.69
Electric, Gas and Water ............... S 72.41
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Travel EXPENSe ...occoeveecrceriinesbrreermsmeeesmsscescveneserane 36.00
Miscellaneous ... : - : 445.07
Total OSSOSO 5 ¥\ V-3
Balapce December ‘31, 1955 ............... rteereammasaameessaseanmeteeeeeasneasarenneaaenne oe $ 12,072.0(;

PATERSON HEBREW MISSION
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR OF 1955

SAVINGS ACCOUNT

Balance December 31, 1954 ... et e ete s eee e e et s reee e eesne o $ 5,525.08
Interest to December, 1955 .o oot e 87.81
"Balance December 81, 1955 oo $ 5,612.84

BOND ACCOUNT
Government Bonds held in Safe Deposit Box
at Prospect Park National Bank ...
Respectfully submitted,
. ELMER HEEREMA, Treasurer
Audited and believed to be correct, January 6, 1956
o Edward Fylstra
Andrew O. Bosma

-$ 7,000.00

TOTAL ASSETS OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION
' December 31, 1955

c Cash in Bank ..o e $12,072.06

U. 8. Government Bonds ... 7,000.00
SAVINGS ACCOUNT oot ie s s secvane s sveeeamssressnc sanecnacraes 5,612.84

Furniture and Equipment 2,000.00

Building at 258 Hamilton Ave. .....cccoveeecee.ocn. 7,000.00 -

Parsonage at 367 Sunset Blvd., Wyckoff ......cocrmrcneene. 19,000.00-
thal ASSEES e eeeeemmereermeanneans $52,684.90

Paterson Hebrew Mission Board
REv. B. BRUXVOORT
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 2
(Arts. 86, 109)

CHICAGO J EWISH MISSION

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :
HE CHICAGO Jewish Mission Board has again been enabled by
God’s grace to carry on the work of directing a witness to the
20th century Jew, persuading him that Jesus of Nazareth is truly the
promised Messiah of God.

The Board is constituted as follows: Rev. E. L. Haan, President,
Rev. G. Zylstra, Vice President, Rev. B. Byma, Sec’y, Rev. A. De
Kruyter, Treasurer, Mr. Geo. DeBoer, and Mr. R. Dekker. This Board
has met monthly in regular session and a number of times in special
session to deal with the complex problems occa51oned by shifting of .
population in our-city.

The staff which has carried on the work this year is headed by Sup’t
Rev. J. R. Rozendal and includes Miss Edith Vander Meulen, full time
Bible woman, Miss Nellie Van Mersbergen, full time Bible woman,
Dr. E. Van Reken serves the clinic part time, and Mr. Lanenga as full
time maintenance man. Miss Elizabeth Wesseling has served faithfully
as full time nurse this past year but will now serve as part time nurse,
the work having diminished considerably.

Mr. Huisjen has been under the jurisdiction of our Board in the past .
but his work of promoting community evangelism for the Jews through-
out the denomination and the publication of the Shepherd’s Voice, was
of such wide scope that Synod in answer to an overture from Classis
Chicago North properly placed this work under the General Committee
for Home Missions. This transfer was effected January 1, 1956.
We are thankful to God that Mr. Huisjen has been restored to health
after a rather extended illness and is once again able to take up his
work.

The following is gleaned from the Sup’ts report regarding the work.
“At present we work at two locations, 1241-43 So. Pulaski Rd. which
is the main station. Since this area is rapidly being taken over by Negro
- people a branch Mission was opened at 2252 W Foster Ave. on the
North Side of the city.”

“Our work consists of Teaching Bible classes, Home visiting, Gospel
meetings, Medical ministry in the clinic. During the past year a.total
of 13 classes and meetings were held each week at Pulaski Road. At
Foster Ave. a total of 4 meetings and classes were held each week.
Gospel meetinigs were conducted before each clinic three times per week.
At the Pulaski Rd. building the grammer school girls class has an
average attendance of 7 per meeting, kindergarten an average at-
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tendance of 3, teen age girls an average attendance of 6, ladies. Bible

. class an average of 4, ladies Bible class an average of 8, senior boys

Bible ¢lass an average attendance of 4, high school boys an average

- attendance of 8, Sunday school an average of 6. The Sunday morning

Gospel meetings averaged an attendance of slightly more than one Jew
per Sunday. At the North Side location a teen age girls class averaged
4 in attendance, ladies class averaged 3 in attendance another ladies
class 2 and children’s class averaged 4 per meeting.”

The migrating of Jewish people in the Pulaski Rd. area is going much
faster than had been anticipated. For this reason the Board is beginning
to search for new locations; this relocation is difficult because of the
scattering of the Jews to a wide area and the presence of some missions
where the Jews are now concentrated. With this is also the problem
of disposing of the present facilities; no decision has yet been made
-concerning this disposal. Although we have to relocate some provision
will have to be made for the Jews remaining in the Pulaski area attend-
ing our classes.

We regret the lack of clarity in the decision of the Synod of 1955
re-Jewish work. The question arose whether the decision concerned
only parish evangelism or all Jewish work. The Board finally agreed
with the inferred decision of Synod that all Jewish work including ours
would be realligned under the General Committee for Home Missions.
At the time of this writing this reallignment is in process.

A financial report for 1955 and a proposed budget for 1957 follow
the report of the secretary. We request that synod give us a minimum
quota of $.55 per family for this budget.

This will be the last report of this Board directly to Synod; in the
future the General Committee for Home Missions will no doubt report
to Synod regarding our Jewish work.

Respectfully submitted, -

The Board of Chicago Jewish
Mission and Nathanael Institute
BernARD Byma, Secr.

BUDGET FOR YEAR 1957

Pastor’s Salary . .-$8,800.00
Pastor’s Car Allowance 700.00
Pastor’s Child Allowance . 350.00
Dr. E. Van Reken 835.00
Edith Vander Meulen 2,750.00
Rent Allowance ........ 700.00
Herman Lanenga . 2,400.00
Nellie Van Mersbergen ... 2,650.00
Rent Allowance ....cceoeeeieiceceeena, . 500.00
Gas, Electric and FUel o ooooeoeeemeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeveseemeeeeee 1,5650.00
TNSULATICE oo eetees eeesecemems e eemattmnmem e seanen e 350.00
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CHnie LICENSES ..ottt oo et na e e 35.00
Bldg. Repair and Decor. .ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeees 1,000.00 -
Medical Supplies eeeneeneannn emeeemaeemnaenae 400.00
Janitor and. Class Supplies . oo 450.00
Printing and Statmnery weeameeeee 300.00
. Telephones e sunaeneveannnnrennn 400.00
Postage e, 50.00
Miscellaneous Expenses : e iemeesneneancaseassnea ... 750.00
Miscellaneous Office EXpenses ...oo.euoweeoeen. .. 150.00
Rent, North Side ... . ceemeimeneeee 3,600.00
Taxes, Miscellaneous .......ccoeimieeoereecmcneiceecs . 25,00
Taxes, Social Security ... e 250.00
Nurse, part-time ... - - e 500.00
Total ... . et e anen e O $24,495.00

A. DE KRUYTER, Treasurer

TREASURER’S REPORT
for January 1, 1955 through December 31, 1955

RECEIPTS .
January 1, 19556 Cash on Hand ... $13,208.78
In Tri-City Savings and Loan .......cceeececceceeeeeceeaenes : ... 10,500.00

In Government Bonds ......... 16,742.02
Recelpts during 1955: : ' N

Classis ADerta ...t smanee .$ 49597 '
Clasgis Cadillae ...... 73.19 -

Classis California ........cccceeenee.n. 1,076.13

Classis Chatham . eeeeaesemecammeareeesoeeeemeeeeennees 151.20

Classis Chicago North ... - 1,246.98

Classis Chicago South ... 1,508.95

Classis BEastern Ontario ... e et nneas 152.63

Classis Grand Rapids East treemeenensvesemaeannnearnenas 1,813.91

Classis Grand Rapids South e 2,485.27

Classis Grand Rapids West .....cooeemieecioceiccrreeevennanae 1,193.54

Classis Hackensack ... . .. 42281

Classis Hamilton ...... et e et e e e e e 250.97

Classis Holland .o 1,668.83

Classis Hudson ......ccceoeeovecemeeceeceenea. 912.16

Classis Kalamazoo 821.78

Classis Minnesota North ... Ceeemearaneeaeaneneas 856.94

Classis Minnesota South ...c.occecoovcoiiicreaiennaiaeceas 809.43

Classis MUSKeZON ..ot 1,543.29

Classis Orange City 739.71

Classis Oostfriesland ... 185.95

Classis Pacific ... . ceeemeceeeeen 1,558.10

Classis' Pella ; 1,206.49

Classis Sioux Center ....ceirrercecrrreserresseessensises 851.22

Classis Wisconsin 720.08

Classis Zeeland . .. 1,336.64

$24,030.12-

Clinie e ..$1,038.50

Societies and Churches - 188.95
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INAIVIAUALS oo 148.50
INEErest ... et 712.35
Telephone Refunds ... 56.50
Children’s Fund ............. 200.00
Miscellaneous Receipts .ooooooeeceereeececrrneecaeen 38.14
$ 2,082.94
Total ReceiPtS et veeeeemaa e meeaes : $67,458.81
Less DisbUursements .ooo.oooooooooooooeececeeee oo eeeeaaeesesananreaeenes $36,126.35
BalaYICO oottt n e enoneene s . ..$31,332.46
TREASURER’S REPORT, 1955
DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries ..o, . . $18,072.14
AUL0 AlNOWANCE ..ot eteec e e neeem e enes 700.00
Rent AIIOWANCE ....cooecceeeceicece e ennaeanee 1,900.00
. Child ATOWANICE ..o eeee et soemnenceome e e anasens 350.00
AsSistants’ Pay e ne e 438.76
Shepherd’s Voice 880.00
" Clerical Supplies - 241.06
Postage .. 208.60
Internal Revenue Department 1,827.21
Telephones . 467.74
Heat 1,211.17
Gas and Light oo aeae 197.53
T2 7= U 29.25
Rent — Foster AVENUE woueooooeeiniciaiiaareee e 1,200.00
‘Licenses .. 60.92
INSurances .......oe.cocceeeavceeane 378.10
Government Bond ... eeeetteeneeteenas © 4,907.30
Class SUPDLES ..ot 224.23
Medical Supplies ........ : .. 1,154.28
Cleaning and Laundry . e eeten et et tneas et eme et e 54.28
Janitor Supplies ... 53.60
Travel EXDENSES oo aeieeearsseeeeae s eeemmea e 277.67
Building Maintenance et eemeneamaseemntane 367.66 .
World Alliance Congress eremeeeeees 200.00
Insurance Payments withheld from Cheeks -............ 65.26
Miscellaneous ...  6b9.69
Total Disbursements ... oo eeeaea, $36,126.35
December 31, 1955:
In Tri-City Savings and Loan ...l $10,500.00
In Government Bonds - i eearenenae 16,742.02 -
Cash on Hand, December 381, 1955 ................................ 4,090.44
Balanee .ot raae e $31,332.46

ArRTHUR H. DE KRUYTER, T'reasurer
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 3
(Art. 20)

THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

IT WAS A privilege to attend the Advisory Council of the American
Bible Society in its sessions on November 29, 30, 1955, as the
representative of our church. It is very difficult in a short report to
present the varied and ever growing work of this organization that
‘tries, together with 23 other societies in other parts of the world, to

translate, print and distribute God’s Word in all languages and tongues
" of the world. The lion’s share of this is done by the British and Foreign
and our own American Bible Society.

Let me, this year, begin by calling your attention to the extensive
work carried on for the blind. The complete Bible in Braille is a set of
twenty volumes more than five feet high. The entire Bible is also
.recorded on 170 Talking Book records, that those who cannot read
the Braille can nevertheless hear the Word of God.

Let me quote from the annual report: “As we mark the one hundred
and twentieth anniversary of the Society’s work for the sightless, it is
with deep gratitude that we announce that the year 1954 was the largest
yet in the worldwide . distribution of the Book to those in physical
darkness.

“New publications during the year included a new edition of the
Small Volume of Scripture Passages in English Braille which the Blind
‘call their “pocket” Bible; this same Small Volume on 5 Talking Book
records in Portuguese for the blind of Brazil; a first edition of the Gospel
of Matthew in Portuguese Braille; new editions of the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke and the Psalms in German Braille for
distribution in the Eastern Zone of Germany; the Gospels of Mark,
Luke and John in Armenian Braille; a new edition of the Neéw Tes-
tament (10 volumes) in Korean Braille; and a first edition of the New
Testament in Colloquial Japanese Braille (8 volumes), which was
ready for distribution in the fall of the year.

“Large shipments of Braille paper were again sent to Korea and
Japan to meet urgent calls for the embossed Scriptures in these
countries.

“To meet the need of the blind in Liberia, where the Society opened
a new Agency in 1954, sets of the entire Bible on 170 Talking Book
records and two spring-driven Talking Book machines were shipped
to Monrovia in addition to Braille Scriptures, Braille slates, primers
and other materials to aid in teaching those in this area who are handi-
capped with blindness.

- “Not only were Talking Book records sent out in greater numbers in
the homeland, but in response to urgent appeals sets of the Bible were
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shipped to many foreign lands, including France, Swntzerland England,
the Philippines, Japan and Ethiopia.

“An aluminum Braille-writer was sent as a gift to the Korean Bible
Society for use in the production of a new cd1t10n of the Old Testament
books in Korean Braille.

“For the third year the Society published in Braille the World-wide
Bible Reading selections entitled “Faith for Our Day.” -

“The new booklet, ‘Our Bible — How it Came to Us’ was printed in
Braille. Also it included a brief history of how the Bible came to the
blind.

“The Society has distributed as of December 31, 1954 a total of
208,704 Scripture Talking Book records. The first records of the Bible
were produced in 1935.

“There were sent out in 1954 a total of 55,076 volumes and Talking
Book records, which made a grand total of 480,282 distributed through-
out the world during the past 120 years.

“Beginning in 1835, the Society has distributed to the 51ghtless em-
bossed Scriptures in 40 languages and systems.

“Many calls from newly blinded veterans, from the homes for the
blind and the aged, from finger-tip readers in the schools for the blind,
from blind ministers, Sunday-school teachers and librarians, from those
in various walks of life who have never seen the light of day, were
answered. Who can measure the blessings which the Book continues
to bring to them? The Bible is still the favorite Book of the Blind.”

The work of translating portions of God’s Word in languages which
heretofore did not have any published portions and the enlarging and
improving in other languages is carried on vigorously by the depart-
ment of translations under the directions of Dr. Eugene Nida. Much
of this work is carried on in the field with the help of the missionaries.
Most of this work by the American Bible Society is carried on in
_ Africa, the Philippines, Japan, South America and the Near East.
Next year this work will be concentrated in the Sudan where our -
church has a large mission field.

Wherever it is possible the American Bible Society works through
the churches to supply their missionaries with the Scriptures they need.
But it also has its own colporteurs to get the Word of God in the hands
and homes of the people. In many foreign lands workers on foot, on
bicycles, even on camels, are engaged in this work.

This is also true in our own country. There are sixteen district
secretaries (four of them colored men) who head a Bible depot from
which Scriptures are distributed, and where churches and missionaries
can optain them at any time. We also mention here that last year more
than a million Scriptures were supplied to the chaplains of our military,
forces at a cost of $160,000.

In conclusion, let me give you a bird’s-eye view of the distribution
of our Bible Society in foreign lands. First in Communist countries. -
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Again 150 tons of paper were sent to East Germany where Bibles and
Testaments were manufactured and dlstnbuted 50 tons were sent to
Hungary for the same purpose.

40,000 Gospels were sent to Denmark to supplement the work of
the Danish Bible Society. Grants were made to the Belgian and French
organization for Bible distribution. :

In Iraq the circulation of Scriptures was doubled in one year. Here
the work must be done by colportage exclusively. In Turkey, Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, Egypt and the Sudan there are Bible depots and im-
provement can be reported, altho the work is difficult because of Moslem
antagonism,

Latin America is a fruitfull field. 3,360,000 volumes were distributed
last year. Brazil is the outstanding country. The situation in Argentina
has also greatly improved. Although there is much opposition on the
part of the Roman Catholic church in many parts of Central and South
America, the request for Scriptures is growing continually.

The same can be said of' the Far East, Korea, Japan, Hongkong and
~ the Philippines. These countries continue to ask for more workers and
more. Scriptures.

I hope you will pardon my somewhat longer report. But if our people
are to offer intelligently and from a loving heart, they need a wision of
the glorious work of giving God’s Word to all nations.

May I humbly request our Synod to recommend the American Bible
Society to our churches in the United States for renewed moral and
financial support.

Respectfully submitted,
Hesser Bouwma.



upee N

e R LSS

e e e oA A TRy e =)

R e i

SR

B

- SuUPPLEMENT 4 ‘ \ 141

SUPPLEMENT NO. 4
(Art. 44)

STATUS OF MISSIONARIES AT CLASSICAL ASSEMBLIES

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

HE Synod of 1954 appomted a committee “to study the advisability

of altering the decision of (the) Synods of 1930 and 1939” con-

cerning the status of home-missionaries at classical assemblies (Art.

109, p. 56). Your committee herewith respectfully submits the results
of the study it has made in compliance with this mandate.

Your Committee has considered the following materials:

(1) The Decision of 1930 (Acts, Art. 111, p. 146), which reads as
follows:

~ “(a) Wherever possible, 2 Home Missionary should be connected,
as minister, with one of the congregations which he serves, in order
that it may delegate him to the Classical assemblies;

(b) In the event it is not possible for a Home Missionary to be
delegated to Classical assemblies as stated in a) above, it is within
the jurisdiction of Classis, by way of exception to Art. 41, to grant
a Home Missionary, when delegated by a church together with its
Minister and an Elder, the privilege of membership in the Classical
assembly. Reasons:

(1) Art. 33-requires that members shall have credentials signed
by those sending them;

(2) Art. 41 states that the Classical meetings shall consist of
neighboring churches that delegate. (The conflict with Axrt. 84
is more apparent than real.)”

(Z) The decision of the 1939 Synod (Art. 89, p. 69), which merely
affirms that “the decision of 1930 . . . applies also to missionaries in
the new set-up of Home Missions,” with appropriate grounds.

(3) An Overture to the 1954 Synod from the Alpine Ave. Consistory

requesting Synod “to alter” the above decisions, upon the following
grounds: '

“1. These decisions are contrary to Art. 41 and Art. 42 of Church
Order.

2, Classis is not a gathering of individuals, but of churches. ‘Ac-
cording to Reformed church polity, no individual is, strictly
. speaking, a member of Classis. A minister or elder can only
be said to be a member of Classis in the sense that his Church
has delegated him to represent it at a certain classical gathering.
Now this principle demands two things. TFirst of all, that all
who receive and exercise a decisive vote at our Classis shall
-actually represent one of the Churches of Classis through official
delegation. And secondly, this prineciple demands that each
Church be represented by an equal number of delegates.’ (Monsma
and Van Dellen, Church Order Commentary, pg. 190).
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3. Synod itself ruled that the act of Synod of 1930, Art. 111, pg. 146,
was ‘in exception to article 41 of (the) Church Order.’ Excep-
tions should nst be made to a vital principle in Reformed Church
polity. (Acts 1954, Art. 109)” .

(4) An appeal of the Alpine Ave. Consistory concerning a decision
of Classis G. R. West at its meeting of Sept. 15, 1953, and the reply
of that classis (Acts 1954, Art. 154, pp. 95-97). These materials were
fully and finally dealt with by the 1954 Synod- (Acts, p. 97), but have
been studied by your committee for the light they shed upon the present
problem.

(5) Reports of study and adv1sory committees in the Agendas and
Acts of 1930 and 1939 (Agenda 1930, pp. Z1ff; Acts 1930, Pp. 1451;
Agenda 1939, pp. 33-36; Acts 1939, pp. 681.)

Your committee, having considered the relevant materials in the
light of Reformed church polity, cannot escape the conclusion that the
contention of the Alpine Ave. overture is substantially correct. We
firmly believe that the decision of 1930 ought for the sake of consistency
to be altered, as Alpine Ave. requests.

We urge Synod to consider the following facts:

(1) A very basic principle of Reformed church polity is that of
equal representation. As Art. 84 of the Church Order states, “No
church shall in any way lord it over other churches . . .” The early
Reformed churches knew by actual experience the dangers of hier-
archism. They tried to take precautions against larger churches “lord-
ing it over” smaller churches by equalizing the number of decisive
votes at classical assemblies. "Eventually the Reformed Churches of
the Netherlands, and our own Christian Reformed Church, dectded
that the wisest way of assuring this principle was by enforcing it
strictly according to the reading of Art. 41, C. O., as we have it in
our present editions. Thus each church, however many ministers
it may have, is to delegate “a minister and an elder,” who, according
to Art. 33, C. O., shall bring credentials and instructions and shall vote
in all matters except those concerning their persons or churches.

Point (b) of the 1930 decision clearly cenflicts with the principle
stated above (despite the denial of it in Ground 2 of that decision).
If a church be allowed to delegate its home-missionary, in addition

to its regular minister and an elder, with a decisive vote (for that is
- what “the privilege of membership” implies), it exercises three votes
at Classis instead of two, and has an unjustified preponderance of
~ power. As we believe in the parity of office-bearers, so we also sub-
. scribe to the Reformed principle of the parity of the churches.

(2) Another basic principle of Reformed church polity is that
“the classical meetings shall consist of neighboring churches that re-
spectively delegate,” as Art. 41, C. O., states it. The authority of
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- delegation resides specifically in the individual churches; the decision

of 1930 is clearly at odds with this principle in giving the classes juris-
diction to decide who and how many shall be delegated to the classical
meetings.

(3) Still another important principle of Reformed church polity
contradicted by the 1930 decision is that the eldership is the ruling .
office of the Church, the ministry being but an extension of the elder-
ship. The decision of 1930 allows a church te delegate more than

- one minister to classis. Why in the name of consistency ought not

a church to have the right to delegate more than one elder in addition
to its minister? If ministers should have reason to feel slighted when
they are not delegated to Classis with a decisive vote, elders who are
not thus delegated would likewise seem to have reason to feel neglected.

(4) At an early period in the Netherlands the Reformed churches
often found it necessary to give a decisive vote to all available ministers
because the general level of education was low and ministers were
scarce. If there were a similar pressing need in our church today,
the various articles of our Church QOrder mentioned above would have
to be revised to allow a similar practice. However, more than the
wording of the Church Order is involved; basic, long-established prin-
ciples of church polity are at stake. Qur churches have prospered in
the past on the basis of those principles; we wonder what could compel
us to forsake them.

Let it be remembered that the classes are gatherings of churches
and not of office-bearers, as the Alpine Ave. Overture reminds us.
Thus no office in the church in itself implies the right of membership
in a classis. This membership is established only through proper
delegation by a consistory. The same is, of course, true of the member-
ship of Synod as well. There are invariably more than two ministers
and.two elders belonging to the churches which comprise a dassis,
yet only the two ministers and the two elders duly elected are delegated

"to Synod, the other ministers and elders being automatically excluded

with no reason to feel slighted.

As a matter of fact, rule (b) of the 1930 decision‘is not at all neces-
sary, since Art. 42 of the Church Order grants additional ministers
an “advisory vote,” meaning that they may use all the influence of
persuasion and debate at the classical assemblies. In case a church
has more than one minister, be they missionaries or not, it certainly
has the right to delegate them to classical assemblies. Hewever, this
delegation should occur under the rule of Art. 42, C. O., with the
privilege of the so-called “advisory vote.” The importance of. this

© “advisory vote” is not to be minimized.

There is, moreover, an opportunity for a home-missionary to be
delegated to Classis with a decisive vote under Rule (a) of the 1930
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decision, i.e., when representing one of the vacant churches under his
charge. Your committee believes that Rule (a) is a good rule and
should not be altered. :

Your committee concludes, however, that Rule (b) of the 1930
decision should be eliminated, with its grounds, as inconsistent with
-Reformed church polity and the Church Order. It is little wonder
that this rule has created such confusion as arose in the 1954 controversy
between the Alpine Ave. Consistory and Classis G. R. West.

Our recommendation is therefore that Synod eliminate Rule «(b) of
. the 1930 decision, with its grounds. OQur grounds for this recommenda-
tion are the following:

(1) This rule contradicts Art. 84 and Art. 41 of the Church Order.
Desplte what the Synod of 1930 declared (in ground 2), the contradic-
tion is real.

(2) The need for allowing home—missionaries or other ministers
not delegated to Classis according to Art. 41, C. O., to exercise a decisive
vote at Classis is not sufficiently urgent to justify abandoning basic
principles of Reformed church polity.

(3) This rule moves toward clericalism, giving the ministers greater
influence than the elders, whose proper task it is to govern Christ's
Church.

Your committee takes the liberty of calling attention to two minor
but significant matters within the range of its study.

(1) The indefiniteness of the term “Home Missionary” was one
of the grounds upon which the 1954 Synod decided to refer this matter
to this committee (p. 57, Acts). It appears that the Alpine Ave.
Consistory had objections against applying this term to ordained city-
missicnaries, while Classis G, R. West contended that these should be
included under the meaning of the 1930 decision. Although your
committee has not been charged to make a recommendation on this
question, we do desire to inform Synod that we see no reason why
ordained city-missionaries working for a local church should not
enjoy the same status as a missionary working for the denominational

Home-Missions Board.

(2) Your committee likewise desires to state its opinion that the
term “advisory vote” in Art. 42, C. O., is meaningless in the English
language and ought to be improved. The English word “vote” means
only and always a decisive vote. (The redundant. term “decisive vote”
has been employed in this report only for the sake of clarity.) The
giving of advice is therefore not a vote at all in the proper sense. .
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The retention of this ambiguous phrase is bound to make confusmn
Perhaps Synod will desire to call this matter to the attention of its
committee now wérkmg on a revision of the Church Order.

Respectfully submitted,

‘N. J. Mon~sMma, Chairman
S. J. De Vrizs, Reporter
E. BrRADFORD

PeTER DAMSMA
CORNELIUS GREYDANUS
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 5
' (Art. 45)

KOREAN MATERIAL RELIEF

Synod of the Christian Reformed Churches,
meeting at Grand Rapids, Michigan,
in Jume of 1956.

ESTEEMED BRETHREN,

OR the past two years Synod has officially given the Grand Rapids

Deaconal Conference the task of providing Material Relief to
our Reformed Brethren in Korea. The following is a report of the
work done this past year along with the financial report of receipts and
disbursements.

The support of a Medical team which spreads the gospel as it cares
for the sick in rural areas is being continued. The cry for powdered
whole milk is only partially stilled. We wish we could do more. Some
difficulty was encountered in sending the drugs and vitamins when
Rev. Malsbary lost his APO No. We are sending them under a new
method and expect better results. CARE and Multi-Purpose feod
shipments were also sent and were gratefully received. This amount
should also be increased.

A large contribution was sent for the erection of a Gospel Hospital
in Korea. The former buildings were crowded and very inadequate.
Slides of the buildings being erected, shown by Rev. Van Baak, cer-
tainly showed that a lot of building was obtained for the money spent.
Smaller gifts were also sent to aid some Korean Orphanages and to
assist the Martyred Family Caring Association.

Another clothing drive was held in which 246 bales of used clothing
were sent. There were about 60,000 pieces of clothing in this group.
Included were approximately 1500 overcoats and 2000 suits. All
clothing that was not in good condition was separated and turned over
to the Mission in Grand Rapids . Sixty cases of whole powdered milk
were sent along to fill up the shipment. This makes about 9,000 quarts
-of whole milk. Another clothing drive is to be held this spring.

Inasmuch as we are almost the sole support of this cause, we covet
your prayers and submit the following recommendations.

1. That the work of material relief for our Korean brethren be con-
tinued under the direction of the Grand Rapids Deacons Conference.

2. That the Korean Material Relief Committee again be placed on
the list of accredited causes with an eye to a possible re-location in the
listing te aid our nearly depleted treasury. Note the financial report.
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3. That Rev. Arthur Hoogstrate, our advisor, represent our Con-
ference before your committee if any further information is required.

Respectfully submitted,

Grand Rapids Deacons. Conference.
KenNNETH ZAAGMAN, Secretary.

FINANCIAL ‘STATEMENT
Of Grand Rapids Deacons Conference

Korean Material Relief Fund -

Balance December 31, 1954 ........
RECEIPTS
JANUATY oot oo e e ee e s emenaee e s e emneme s mns $4,350.89
FeDIUATY oo et ene e e eens s mrnnnns 970.64
March ... . 1,348.82
ADPIl e : 2,667.42
L I 3OO 3,144.88
June eoveeieeen. s 1,107.82
JULY et et nm e 721.39
AUGUSE oo e e emeemanee e 1,669.33
September ... eeereetrerereeeresesaensenneremmmrsassseanemssenemeneencemereee 23 128,98
(07 Y TS U 1,097.53
November ..o .. 443851
December . . 3,114.88
Total ReCeIPLS .oveveeriecvrrceeeemce e ececeee
DISBURSEMENTS

Hospital Medical Team ...oooooeeieeeeeeeeeemeeeeeeeemeenes $ 6,000.00
Powdered Milk 7,155.64
Vitamins and Pills . 1,199.03
Clothing Shipment (Used) 5,392.26
Gospel Hospital Fund (Labor Cost) .cceeeeiceecnens. 14,753.35
CARE Packages —oocveverveeerererasearmrrmesseeemeenece 100.00
Multi-Purpose Food . rearesanaareeres N "150.00
Insurance Co. Bond for Treasurer ................. eraen 93.75
Korean Orphanages —...oeeocevoveeccccersnesnees 135.00
Martyred Family Caring ASSD cveooooceircremecciccnens 15.00
Miscellaneous Expense - 97.24

Total Disbursements

Balance — December .31, 1955 ..o

ACCOUNTANT’S STATEMENT

e $18,648.60

$22,766.06
$36,414.66

$35,001.27

$ 1,328.89

In the course of my examination, an audit of the receipts and deposits
were made and were found to be in complete agreement. The bank state-
ment of December, 1955, was reconciled with the total checks outstanding
as of the above date and found to be a total amount of 7 checks in the
‘amount of $4,239.57. This plus your book balance of 1,323.39, will agree
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correctly with your present bank balance of $5,562.95. All test material was
Teadily available and was found to be in good order. Because eash lends
itself to precise determination, the audlt leaves little likelihood of even an
insignificant error.

Analyses were made of all the income and expense accounts and also
found to be in good order. Due credit should be given to the treasurer for
the neatness and manner in Whlch he presents the Profit & Loss Statement. .

Respectfully submltted
Roy Peterson, Public Accountant
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 6
(Art. 55)

SERMONS FOR READING SERVICES

OUR Committee begs to report briefly that Volume 11 of a book
for Reading Services is being published and will be available in
March of 1956.

The Synod of 1954 adopted the followmg recommendation, (p. 43, II,
B, 4) “that the committee provide in its next report a fuller account of

the need for and advxsablhty of continuing the publication of addmonal

volumes of sermons.’

Your committee sent a short questionnaire to all consistories in 1952
seeking to know the demand for new sermon books.

We received replies from those generally who are most interested.

-We found that 109 copies of volume 9 were desired. The demand we

feel, would be about the same today.

Our Publishing House never published less than 500, the cost would
be about the same — something over $1200 per volume. Today Mr.
Buiten reports that he has on hand 87 copies of volume 9, and 74 copies
of volume 10. There are many left of former volumes.

Our Committee thinks that .Synod should cease publishing further
volumes for a time — until it is clear there is a real demand for a new
volume, There will be eleven volumes now, and copies may be had of
almost every volume from our Publishing House. "Mr. Buiten also
thinks we should skip a year now and then. '

If this recommendation is adopted our Committee further begs to be

Humbly submitted,
Rev. P. DEKOEKKOEK
Rev. WiLLiam VERWOLF, Sec’y
REev. L. VosguiL
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 7
(Arts. 86, 109, 120, 138)

GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR HOME MISSIONS
To Tue Synop OF 1956, :
HE GENERAL COMMITTEE for Home Missions, which met

on February 1 and following days of the current year, respectfully
submits its annual report to your honorable body.

According to previous custom we have prepared our report under
the following heads:

Parr 1 .
PERSONNEL AND ORGANIZATION
CLASSES MEMBERS ALTERNATES
Alberta _.vrieimnan ~Rev. R. Star....ee Rev. J. W. Van Stempvoort
(027 1Y Rev. W. Huyser....
California .ccecmececeeee Rev. J. Hollebeek................ Rev. B. Huizenga
Chatham ...cccceeeveveecnnne Rev. Joseph Vande Kieft..Rev. Klaas Hart
Chicago North ... Rev. E. L. Haan........... w.Rev. H. Leestma
Chicago South ...........Rev. B. Van Someren....... Rev. T. Verseput
Eastern Ontario ........... Rev. L. Van Laar........ Rev. A. Schaafsma
-Grand Rapids East ...... Rev. H. Dykhouse.............. Rev. G. Vanderhill
Grand Rapids South ...Rev. W. Vander Hoven....
Grand Rapids West .....Rev. E. Bossenbroek.......... Rev. L. Van Drunen
Hackensack ..ol Rev. G. Stob.veeeees Rev. D. Van Halsema
Hamilton A. Persenaire..... -.Rev. C. Spoelhof
Holland ...... . J. De Kruyter..........Rev. J. Hoogstra
Hudson 0. Holtrop.................Rev. H, Sonnema
Kalamazoo .cccoeoee.... Rev. J. Entingh....... ... Rev. H. Guikema
Minnesota North ... Rev. J. Mendendorp............ Rev. H. Arnold
Minnesota South .......... Rev. E. Holkehoer...........
Muskegon .ceoeeccceeeemee.e . R. Bronkema
Orange City A. Baker
Ostfriesland . . G. Pars
Pacific oo Rev. J. R. Van Dyke.......... Rev. W. Verwolf
Pella Rev. W. Reinsma...... Rev. T. De Vries
Rocky Mountain ......... Rev. A. Poel.............. Rev. J. Meppelink
Sioux Center ................ Rev. J. C. Ribbens.. Rev. P. Huisman
Wisconsin . R. Opperwall............. Rev. C. Ter Maat
Zeeland oo . J. Guichelaar........... Rev. N. Beute
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE ALTERNATES TERMS
Mr. C. Van Malsen ‘Mr. R. Dykema 1953-1956
Mr. W. Hofstra- - Mr. G. Tinholt 1954-1957
Mr. F. Oldemulders Mr. T. Hoeksema 1955-1958

Since the term of Mr. C. Van Malsen expires at this time, a member-
at-large and his alternate must be elected for the term 1956-1959.

The Executive Committee presently comprises the following mem-
bers: The Revs. E. Bossenbroek, H. Botts, H. Dykhouse, J. De

i
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Kruyter, J. Entingh, J. Guichelaar, W. Vander Hoven and the Messrs.
W. Hofstra, F. Oldemulders and C. Van Malsen, with the Secretary,
the Rev. H. Blystra, as member ex-officio. Missionary-at-Large J. M.
Vande Kieft serves on the Executive Committee in an advisory capacity.

Officers appointed were: Rev. J. Guichelaar, president; Rev. J. A.
Mulder, vice-president; Rev. H. Blystra, secretary; Mr. W. Hofstra,
treasurer; Mr. C. Van Malsen, vice-treasurer. Consequent his recent

~ departure to another field of labor, Rev. J. A. Mulder, who faithfully

served the Committee over a period of years, was succeeded as vice-
president by Rev. J. Entingh.

The subcommittee for Church Extension comprises the brethren
J. Entingh, J. Guichelaar, J. De Kruyter, W. Vander Hoven and H.
Blystra.

The subcommittee having charge of the Fund for Needy Churches

“includes the brethren H. Bossenbroek, H. Botts, H. Dykhouse and

H. Blystra.

The subcommittee for Finances comprises the brethren C. Van
Malsen, F. Oldemulders, W. Hofstra and H. Blystra,
- Moreover a sub-committee was appointed for Public Relations to
promote the cause of Home Missions. Membership on this committee
was assigned to Mr. C. Van Malsen and the Revs. E. Bossenbroek,
H. Botts, and H. Blystra.

Our Missionary-at-Large, the Rev. J. M Vande Kieft, serves on
these several subcommittees as.advisory member.

The General Committee for Home Missions at its annual meeting in
February of this year elected the following officers:

President............. J. Guichelaar
Vice-President.... .. J. Bntingh
TrEASULer ..o e W. Hofstra

Vice-Treasurer C. Van Malsen
For our monthly and annual meetings the convenient fac111t1es of our
College and Seminary were always available, a service greatly appre-
ciated.
Part II
GENERAL INFORMATION.

Another year of Home Mission activity has come to a close. It has
been characterized by diligent labors on the part of our missionary
staff. The fields that are occupied, the work that is being done, and
statistical accounts are recorded in Part III (Church Extension in the
U.S.) and Part IV (Church Extension in Canada) of this our report
to Synod.

The General Committee for Home Missions and its Executive Com-
mittee have throughout the year endeavored to give direction as well as
encouragement to the many evangelization activities in compliance with
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the will of Synod. As subsequent pages and recommendations will
- show, we have envisioned an expansion program which will entail more
manpower and greater financial expenditures. We entertain the ex-
pectation that this meets with the mind of Synod.

Is there need for expansion? The answer must be affirmative if we
reckon with the fact that the moral and spiritual breakdown in our land
poses great dangers. However, in this selfsame disturbing situation
we find our persistent as well as our glorious challenge to enlarge our
gospel witness.

Is expansion possible? This question likewise can be met with an
affirmative response. Fact is that among our membe15h1p a growing
interest in evangelism, both neighborhood and national, is discernible.
There are among us churches which have shifted from reverse or
neutral to forward. Others are shifting from low into high gear. There-
in lies our initial promise.

Moreover ours is the God, whose is the power to increase the service
of our gifts and sacrifices, and to multiply the blessings we seek. To
that end our total reliance must be upon the Lord, whose is the glory
to stir up among our membersh1p both doers and donors Therein lies
our ultimate promise.

Of our United States missionaries two were led to accept calls else-
where, namely: Revs. Edward Boer and Peter Honderd. We gratefully
~ remember their many, often strenuous and trying labors. We commend

them for future blessings to the Lord. Others were added to the staff.
Of these two, Revs. Isaac Jen and Nicholas Vogelzang are ordained
missionaries; and Mr. David Boyd, and the Misses Elsie Koop and
Marjorie Visser are lay-missionaries.

Our Canadian staff was reduced by one missionary, Rev. John Vander
Meer having accepted a call to our Barrie, Ontario Chu