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) SYNODICAL PRAYER SERVICE
AT THE

BOSTON ‘SQUARE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN : .

TUESDAY, JUNE 8, 1954, at 7:45 P.M.

Rev. N. L. Veltm(m, Pastor of the Convening Church,
preaching the sermon and leading in prayer for Synod

Mr. James Oostdyke, serving at the organ
Mr. Jack De Vos, Director of the Church Choir
€ >
PRELUDE ~— Preludio in D Minor oot Bach
SILENT PRAVER (Announced, seated) |
SaLurarion (Unannounced, standing)
SonG — No. 333:1 (Standing)
ApoSTLES CREED (Seated, in Unison)
GLoria PaTrr — No. 467
SonG — No. 176 (Standing)

PrAVER
OFFERTORY — Andante............ SO Mendelssohn
OrrerING — Canadian Emergency Building Fund

OFFERTORY PRAYER

- SoNG— No. 422 (Standing)

. CHOIR — “Open Our Eyes”.......... et e W. C. Macfarlane
-Scr1PTURE READING ~ I Kings 3:1-15

SerMON — “Prayer for Consecrated Leadership.” I Kings 3:9, 10
PRAYER FOR SYNOD . ‘

Sowc — No. 394 (Standing) *

BexepICTION _

DoxorLocy — No. 468

OrGaN “AMEN"

PosTLUDE — I‘ugued Postlude .............................................. C. H. Rmck



ACTS of SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, Michigan

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 9 1954

First Session

ARTICLE 1

At 9:00 AM. the Rev. Nelson Veltman, pastor of the convening
church, calls Synod to order, and serves as president pro-tem. Synod
sings ’Psatter~hymnal no. 91. Rev. Mr. Veltman reads Psalm 122 and
leads in prayer, uiig the “Opening Prayer for Ecclesiastical Assem-.
blies.”

ARTICLE 2

Rev. Mr. Veltman now addresses Synod as follows:'
Esteemed Delegates to the Synod of 1954, fraternal delegates of Slster
Churches and Corresponding Churches, and friends:

I welcome you most heartily in the name of the convenjng church as
‘delegates to the Synod of 1954.

Beginnings are always solemn. The beginning of life, the beginning of
-a new home through marriage, the beginning of full membership in the
Church of Jesus Christ, and the beginning of service as officebearer are
only a few examples of these solemn moments. And not the least s the
beginning of a Synod, and now this Synod of 1954.

Let us launch out in the spirit of Psalm 124:8. “Our help is in the
name of Jehovah, Who made heaven and earth.” We shall ever be con-
scious that “Except Jehovah build the house, They labor in vain that
build it. Except Jehovah keep the city, The watchman waketh but in
vain.” ’

This is also a moment of joy. We are hére ds the children of God, in
the service of our King., Our Master has promised wus, “Ask, and it
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you; for everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth;
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”

This morning, by God’s grace, you take the reins of the government of
the Church of Jesus Christ in your hands. You will be asked to steer
the Church upon safe paths. While we do not identify the visible with
the invisible church, we are conscious that our deliberations and decisions
* will have to preserve the purity of the visible church as much as is
possible, and in that manmer strive to conform to the glory of the body
of Christ.

]
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Anyone who has attended previous Synods knows well that serving as
a. delegate is no easy task. The next two weeks will be crowded with

committee meetings and plenary sessions. You will be working long and
hard. : ’

What a blessing it will be to work together with brethren of one faith,
one Lord, one baptism. It is always a pleasure to work with those in
whom one has complete confidence. Even though you come from sunny
California, industrial Chicago, beautiful New Jersey, or expanding Canada,
you will find the same heart throbs for the Word of God and the Glory
of your King. Your childhood may have been spent in diverse areas and
situations, but your agreement to the three Formulas of Unity, will
provide cement that will cause you to adhere to common goals.

You are here as Pastors and Elders. We would like to give a special
word to the Elder delegates. There is sometimes the thought expressed of"
“letting the ministers do the talking.” We hope that you will not be timid
about letting your voice be heard. Be sure to express your convictions.
Your counsel is valued and needed to assure of the broadest and most
accurate representation of the mind and desire of the Church.

One should not only associate the term Synod with  decisions and prob-
lems, but also with signal blessings. You, through the reading of the
Agenda, have been apprised of blessings in the field of Missions, whether
it be Jewish, Home, Neighborhood or Foreign. The favor of God resting
upon our Calvin College and Seminary, and our Back to God Hour will
also cause you to rejoice. Forty young men will present themselves to you,
seeking candidacy for the ministry of the Christian Reformed Church.
May God give these young brethren ability to acquit themselves well before
you, as thoroughly glounded in the Reformed faith, and as potential
leaders in our growing church. Yes, brethren, the Lord is w1th us.
Praise his Name.

You will also be asked to declare yourselves on many important issues.
The reports on the South India field, Divorce and Remarriage, the NAE
question, the Labor question, and an overture seeking to Amend the Rules
of Synodical procedure will demand much of your time. Whether the
conclusions of the report on Divorce and Remarriage are sufficiently
grounded upon the Scriptures will be one of your significant decisions.
You will also want to be made aware of the discussions and decisions of
the Reformed. Eéumencial Synod of 1953 on this matter. You will also

. declare yourselves on the final formulation of the Catechism curricnlum
which prescribes doctrinal teaching for all ages and grades. Another im-
portant consideration is before you in the Report on Particular Synods
with its attendant reorganization of Foreign and Home Mission administra-
tion. :

‘May the King of the Church rule through you. May God give each one
of you an abundance of the Spirit as you deliberate. Pray much with and
for one another. * Labor in love. Be patient with diverse opinions. Seek
unity. out of diversity. - Submit yourselves wholeheartedly to. the Word of
God, your final authority. :

May God' bless you richly, and may He prosper our Church unto the
glory of his Name.
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ARTICLE 3
The credentials of the delegates are read, showing that Synod is com-

posed as .follows:

Classis Alberta

- Ministers.......... G. Van Laar
J. Hanenburg
Elders.............. -H. J. Ten Hove
G. Monsma

Classis California

Ministers.........F. De Jong
J. Visser
ElAers.. e J. Hollander
H. Vander Ark

. Classis Chatham
Ministers.......... J. Hoogland

W. Hekman
Elders............... H. Knapper
Classis Chicago North
Ministers.........0. Breen
R. J. Frens
Elders............... E. Hoogstra
G. De Boer
Classis Chicago South
Ministers.......... E. Visser
G. Hoeksema

Elders.............. A. Sluis
: ' J. Gritter

Classis Eastern Ontario

Mingsters......... D. Grasman
R. Wildschut
Elders..n . A, Hoogenraad

Classis Grand Rapids East
Ministers.......... G. Gritter
"W. Van Rees
Elders............... T. Dirkse
M. Berghuis

Classfs Grand Rapids South
Ministers.......... W. Kok
H. Bel
Elders....... P. Haan
A, Muyskens

Classis Grand Rapids West
Ministers.......... A. A. Koning
B. E. Pekelder
Elders...............F. Hollebeek
N. Nannenga

Classis Hackensack
Ministers.........G. Stob
" J. E. Meeter
Flders............J. Last .
S. E. Greydanus

Classis 'Hamilton
Ministers.......... T. C. Van Kooten
J. Ehlers
Elders.............. R. Visser
" P. Runia

Classis Holland
Ministers.........J. Schuurmann
W. P. Brink
Elders............... G. Tinholt
‘ J. De Boe

Classis Hudson
Ministers.......... N. J. Monsma
W. De Boer
Elders.............D. Van Hoff
J. Kuipers

Classis Kalamazoo
Ministers........., C. Greenfield
J. O. Bouwsma

'Elders............E. Feenstra

J. Hendriksen

Classis Minnesota North

Ministers.......... S. Viss
‘ M. Zylstra -
Elders..............B. De Boer
G. Alderink
Classis Minnesota South
Ministers.......... P. Van Tuinen
N R. Veldman
Elders....ceu.-. E. Tinklenberg
J. Walburg

) Classis Muskegon
Ministers.......... D. Drost
0. De Groot

Elders...... J. De Koning

G. Vander Axrk
Classis Orange City

Ministers.........D. D, Bonnema
A. Verburg

Elders.............0. Duistermars
L. De Groot
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Classis Ostfriesland

Ministers.........L. Bazuin
J. H. Olthoft
FElders............. L. Meyer

R. Vander Ploeg
Classis Pacific
Ministers.......... J. R. Van Dyke
J. Betten
Elders...............A. Breen
E. F. Kok

Classis‘ Pella
- Mimisters......... J. Geels

Classis Sioux Center

Ministers......... 1. Bouma
C. Toeset
Elders.............J. Ten Harmsel
J. Krediet

Classis Wisconsin
Ministers.........J. H. De Haan
W. Alkema
Elders ............. J. Ribbens
H. Huibregtse

Classis Zeeland
Ministers......... A. Rozendal

H. Erffmeyer J. Kenbeek
EldetS. ... A. Sweetman Elders............... A. Sall
D. Vos H. Van Regenmorter
ARTICLE 4
Synod elects the following officers:
President .oooeooooooo . ... Rev. H. Bel, Dorr, Michigan.
Vice-President ................... Rev. N. J. Monsma, Paterson, New Jersey.
First Clevk oo, Rev. P. Van Tuinen, Leota, Minnesota.
Second Clerl oo :.. Rev. J. Ehlers, Mt. Hamilton, Ontario.
ARTICLE 5

The president pro-tem introduces the officers to the Synod. The pres-
ident responds with an expression of appreciation to the pastor of the
convening church for his message at the Prayer Service and for his
message of this morning, and addresses Synod with a word of thanks
for the confidence placed in him and the other officers elected, bespeak-
ing the cooperation of the delegates in the work ahead.

ARTICLE 6 ‘

The ‘president reads the “Public Declaration 'of Agreement with the
Forms of Unity” with which the delegates, standing, express their
agreement. :

ARTICLE 7

The President spealks words of welcome to the professorial advisors,
including Professor Emeritus L. Berkhof and the President Spoelhof
of Calvin College, stated clerk, to the Editors of the Church papers
and the news reporters, to the representatives of the Boards, mis-
sionaries, Revs. J. Pott and G. Yff, and visiting ministers. He also

. welcomes Dr. J. Waterink, {raternal delegate from the Gereformeerde
Kerken, Rev. S. Fujii from the Reformed Church of Japan, and Rev.
B. S. Hong from the General Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in
Korea. , '

ARTICLE 8

The President appoints the following Program Committee: The offi-

cers of Synod, the Revs. G. Van Laar, J. Hoogland, G. Hoeksema, R.



ArtrcLes 9, 10, 11, 12,13, 14 7

Wildschut, W. Van Rees, B. E. Pekelder, T. C. Van Kooten, W. De
Boer, S. Viss, D. Drost, L. Bazuin, J. Geels, J. H. De Haan; and the
Elders H. VanderArk, E. Hoogstra, A. Muyskens, S. E. Greydanus,
.G. Tinholt, E. Feenstra, J. Walburg, O. Duistermars, E. F. Kok,
J. Ten Harmsel, A. Sall,

ARTICLE 9

Synod instructs the Program Committee to consider the spirit of
Owerture No. 9 from London, Ontario, relative to Synodical Procedure,
in preparing the program for this Synod.

ARTICLE 10

Synod adopts the following time schedule: 8:30 to 11:45 A.M., with
a fifteen minute recess at 10:00, and 1:30 to 5:45 P.M., with a ﬁfteen
minute recess at 3:30.

ARTICLE 11

The president announces the appointment of‘: the Réception Commit-
tee: cf. Arts. 62, 68, 95, 114, Revs. R. J. Frens and G. Stob; the Obit-
uary Committee; cf. Art. 180, Revs. F. De Jong and J. Kenbeek.

ARTICLE 12

Synod recesses until 4:00 P.M. to give the Program Committee
time to do its work. The president leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 13
" -Synod reconvenes at 4:00 o’clock.

ARTICLE 14

The Program Cowmittee presents the following schedule of Advisory
" Committees: ' ‘

COMMITTER No 1 — Educational Matters ....ocoeooeeennn..
O Faculty Room Semmary Building

Chairman — Rev. W. Van Rees
Reporter — Rev. W. P. Brink

Rev. J. Hanenburg Elder H. Vander Ark
Rev. R. J. Frens _ Elder. F. Hollebeelt
Rev. A. Rozendal Elder B. De Boer

Dr. J. Hollander Elder A. Sall

Seminary Adviser : Pres. R. B. Kuiper
College Adviser: Pres. Wm. Spoelhof
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Class Room No. 1 Seminary Building
Chairman — Rev. J. Schuurmann
Reporter — Rev. D. Drost

ComMMiTTEE No. 2 — Indion and Foreign Missions

Rev.

F. De Jong Elder P. Runia
Rev. J. E. Meeter Elder G. Vander Ark
Rev. W. De Boer Elder L. De Groot
Rev. C. Toeset Elder D. Vos

. Adviser : Prof. J. H. Kromminga

CommirTEE No. 3 — South TG0

.................................. Class Room No. 2 Semmary Building

Chairman — Rev. G. Hoeksema
Reporter — Rev. ]. Geels

Elder T. Dirkse
Elder D. Van Hoft
Elder E. Feéenstra
Elder R. Vander Ploeg
Adviser: Prof. J. H. Kromminga

Rev. S. Viss
Rev. O. De Groot
Rev. L. Bazuin
Rev. W. Alkema

COMMITTEE NO. 4 — H0me MiSSioNSueure eomeeemercereeeeemrennee
Class Room No. 3 Seminary Building
Chairman — Rev. O. Breen
_ Reporter — Rev. B. Pekelder
. Rev. J. Visser Elder R. Visser
Rev. E. Visser Elder E. Tinklenberg
Rev. R. Wildschut Elder L. Meyer
Elder G. Monsma Elder H. Van Regenmorter
Adviser: Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden
CoMMitTEE No. 5 — Publication Matters......... eeemeeeenen
Class Room No. 4, Seminary Building
" Chairman — Rev. G. Stob
Reporter — Prof. M. Berghuis

....................................

Rev. M. Zylstra
Rev. L. Bouma
Rev. J. Kenbeek

Elder S. E. Greydanus
Elder J. Kuipers
Elder J. De Koning

Elder H. Huibregtse
Adviser: Prof. H. Schultze

Elder N. Nanninga

CoMMITTEE No. 6 — Church Order
: ..Class Room No. 5, Seminary Building
Chairman — Rev. W. Kok

Reporter — Rev. G. Gritter

Rev. J. Hoogland
Rev. R. Veldman
Rev. A. Verburg
Rev. J. Betten

Elder O. Duistermars
Elder ‘A. Sluis
Elder A. Breen
Elder J. Ribbens
Adviser: Prof. M. Monsma



ArtIcLEs 15,16, 17

Class Room No. 6, Seminary Building -
Chairman — Rev. C. Greenfield
Reporter — Rev. T. C. Van Kooten

Rev. J. H. Olthoff
Rev. D. Grasman
Rev. H. Erfimeyer
Elder H. Knapper -

ComMirTEE No. 8 — Protests and Appeals

Elder G. Alderink
Elder J. Krediet
Elder J. De Boe

Adviser: Prof. R. Stob

Student Lounge Seminary Building

* Chairman — Rev. D. Bonnema

Reporter
Rev. G. Van Laar
Rev. J. R. Van Dyke
Rev. J. H. De Haan
Elder J. Gritter

CoMmmrTTEE No. 9 — Budget

—Rev A. A. Koning
Elder H. J. Ten Hove
Elder J. Walburg
Elder E. F. Kok -
Elder J. Ten Harmsel
Adviser; Prof H. Stob

“

Assembly Room, Semmary Bulding

C hairman — Elder G. Tinholt

. Reporter
Rev. W. Hekman
Rev. J. O. Bouwsma
Elder A. Muyskens
Elder G. De Boer

— Elder E. Hoogstra
Elder P. Haan
Elder J. Last
Elder J. Hendriksen
Elder A. Sweetman

ARTICLE 15
The President reads Overtures No. 14 and No. 2 and calls attention
to a Communication from Mr. P. Szto. The Vice-President reads a

communication from the Rev. Johannes Vos, recommending Mr:.
Szto.

Synod refers the matter of Overture 14 to the Advisory Committee
on Indian and Foreign Mission Matters. cf. Arts. 25, 126,

ARTICLE 16

In answer to Overture No. 2, from Classis Pella, Synod asserts her
intention to abide by the rule passed in 1924 (Acts 1924, art. 41), and
. to allow only such exceptions as can be sustained by sufficient grounds,
satisfactory to the mind of Synod.

ARTICLE 17
This session is adjourned, Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No. 332, and
Rev. N. J. Monsma leads in the closing prayer.
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THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 10

Second Session

ARTICLE 18

The Vice-President calls the assembly to order. Synod sings Psalter-
Hymnal No. 377. Rev. J. Kenbeek leads in prayer.

: CARTICLE 19
The First Clerk calls the roll, All delegates are present.

ARTICLE 20 _ .
- The Minutes of Wednesday’s session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 21
Syndd goes into executive session to consider the report of the
Credentials Committee of applicants for examination of candidates,

ARTICLE 22

Synod interprets Executive Session to mean -that only the official
-delegates and official advisors are permitted to be present. (See Arts,
26, 36). '

ARTICLE 23
The Committee on Credentials of Prospective Candidates, the Rev.
G. Gritter reporting, presents its report:

With respect to some, the credentials are complete and the Faculty
recommendation unqualified. "The Committee recommends that Synod
proceed with the examination. Adopted.

With respect to some, the credentials are ihcomplete. Synod decides
that the credentials must be submitted today. (See Art. 34)

With respect. to some, the Faculty recommendation is_qualified. The
President of the Seminary is requested to elucidate the recommendation
of the Faculty with respect to them. :

Syned decides to proceed with the examination and-consider these
prospective candidates individually after the examination.

ARTICLE 24
Rev. R. Frens and Elder G. De Boer, detained because of a funeral,
arrive as delegates, and express their agreement with the Declaration
of Agreement, ‘

ARTICLE 25 :
The Advisory Commitee on Indian and Foreign Missions, Rev. D.

Drost reportings present the following: _
L. Owerture No. 14 from Classis Hackensack re the supeivision of -

the work among the Chinese in the city of New York. :



- ARTICLE 25 . - 1

A Materials:

Owverture No. 14

. Agenda report No. 38. (See Supp]ement No. 38, Sec 2- g)
Communication from Mr. Paul Szto.

Letter to Synod dated June 7, 1954 from Rev. Johannes Vos
Letter from Clerk of Classis Hackensack to Advisory Committee.
Recommendation of Rev. R. B. Kuiper to Clerk of Syneod.

. Letters of recommendation from Dr. Peter G. Berkhout, and the
Clerk of Paterson Third Christian Reformed Church Cons1story

B. Contenis:

Classis Hackensack overtures the Synod of 1954 (A) to authorize
the Board of Foreign Missions to take over the work among the Chinese
in New York City, and to integrate this field with future plans for worl
among Chinese in the Orient. (B) To authorize the Board of Foreign
Missions to arrange the calling and ordination of Mr. Paul Szto for
taking charge of the New York City work, after he has been examined
and declared a candidate for the Christian Reformed ministry at the
1954 Synod. Classis Fackensack overtures Synod to waive the rule
which requires cne year of study at Calvin Seminary in Mr, Szto's
case,

\".0\.‘“:"‘9"[\7!"

C. Recommendations:
1. Svnod reject the overture of classis Hackensack to authorize
". the Board of Foreign Missions to take over the work-among the Chinese
i New York City, and to integrate this field with future plans among
Chinese i1 the orient,
 Grounds:
a. There are many foreign groups in the United States. Mission work
among them cannot be properly called forelgn mission work.
b. It is questionable whether these Chinese in the New York area
will return to China.
c. Work among them does not fit into any of the present plans of
the foreign Mission Board.
2. ‘The Home Missions Committee be instructed to investigate the
possibilities of this field and report to the Synod of 1955.
Grounds:
‘a. This field seems to have potentialities.
b. This field has not been plesented to Synod mn such a way as to
warrant action at this session.
Adopted.
3. The Home Missions Committee be instructed in cooper ation with
Classis Hudson and Hackensack to continue this wok mn the interim.

Ground

: The present arrangements for the support of this work terminates
in July 1954, - Adopted. -
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4. The question of the examination and the ordination of Mr. Paul
Szto is to be held in abeyance until the Home Missions Committee
has presented its report to the Synod of 1955.

Adopted.

S Synod declale the above recommendations to be Synod's answer to
Overture No. 14. :

o Adopted.
ARTICLE 26

The Vice-President presents-a letter from Revs. H. J. Kuiper and
E. Van Halsema, requesting that, in view of the decision with respect
to Executive Sessions (Art. 22), Synod appoint two delegates to serve
as reporters during the absence of the Editors.

A motion to permit the Editors to be present at Executive sessions
is referred to a committee to be appointed by the President.

The President appoints the Revs. G. Hoeksema, Dr. 7J. Ho]lander,
and Rev. G. Stob to serve on this committee. (See Art. 36)

ARTICLE 27
Professor J. Kromminga presents the Report of the Study Commit-
tee on Church Order Revision. (See Supplement No. 19)
Synod receives the report as information,

ARTICLE 28
Synod refers Overtures No. 5 and No. 11 to the Advisory Commit-
tee on Budget. :

‘ ARTICLE 29
Synod instructs its officers to arrange a schedule for the examination
of the prospective candidates.
' ARTICLE 30
Synod adjourns. Elder A. Sall leads in closing prayer.

"FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 11
Third Session

, _ ARTICLE 31
Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No. 425. Rev. W. Alkema leads in
prayer to open this session.
ARTICLE 32
The First Clerk calls the roll. All delegates are present. Elder J. Last
is present for the first time, and at the request of the President, de-
clares his agreement with the Declaration of Agreement.

2 - ARTICLE 33
The minutes of the Second Session are read and approved.
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ARTICLE 34
The Committee to examine the credentials of the applicants for
candidacy, Rev. G. Gritter reporting, reports that all the previously
missing ‘credentials have been submitted, and are in good order. Re-
ceived as information. (See Art. 23)

ARTICLE 35
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, Rev. W. P. Brink
reporting, presents the following: '
REQUEST oF THE REv. EARL ZETTERHOLM

A. Materials:

Communication from Rev. E. Zetterholm.

Eight letters of recommendation from Christian Reformed Consis-

tories.

Letter of recommendation from Prof R. B. Kuiper.

Certificate of health.

1. The Rev. E. Zetterholm requests that he be recelved into the
ministry of the Gospel in the Christian Reformed Church.

2, Ali the letters of recommendation speak very highly of the Rev.
Earl Zetterholm and of his sermons. He has preached in many of our

churches and has been well received. He is commended as thoroughly
Reformed.

B. Analysis

1. The Rev. E. Zetterholm is at present a minister of the Orthodox
Presbyterian church, but he is “without a fixed charge.”

2. He has become a member of the Seattle Christian Reformed
Church.

3. In view of the fact that Mr. Zetterholm has been ordained to the
ministry he is not eligible for examination as a candidate for entrance
to the ministry.

4. Art. 9 of our Church Order provides that “preachers without
fixed charge, or others who have leit some sect, shall not be admitted
to the ministry in the Church until they have been declared eligible,
after careful examination, by the Classes, with the approval of Synod.”

5. The approval of Synod referred to in Art. 9 is generally given
by the “neighboring delegates of examination,” but may of course be
given by Synod if it is in session.

6. The Rev. E. Zetterholm has been interviewed by your commuittee.
He informed us that he has followed the procedure of joining the
Christian Reformed Church and applying to this Synod through the

advice of the Stated Clerk of our Synod.

C. Recommendations: .
1. That Synod declare that although ordinarily the examination in
such cases is undertaken by the Classis, with the approval -of Synod,
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Art. 9 does not prohibit the rlght of Synod to undertake such an exam-
ination itself.
Adoj}z‘ed
2. That Synod decide to examine the Rev. E. Zetterholm along with
the candidates for the ministry, and decide on the basis of this exam-
ination whether or not he shall be declared eligible for a call by one
of our churches. (Educational Committee report continued in Art. 55)
. Adopted.
ARTICLE 36 .
The Committee to consider the motion with respect to the presence
of the Editors at Executive Sessions (see Arts. 22, 26), Rev. G.
Hoeksema reporting, presents the following:
Your committee advises Synod to adopt the following resolutions:

1. An “executive session” shall ordinarily mean a session of Synod
at which only the delegates and the advisors recognized in our Rules
for Synodical procedure (cf. Acts 1952, pp. 488 ff.) are present,
namely, the Seminary Faculty and the President of the College. How-
ever, if delegates from fully recognized sister-cliurches are present
they shall be extended the same courtesy as our own aforesaid advisors.

Adopted.

2. Synod retaing the right to go into strict executive session, whern-
ever in its judgment such a course is dictated by due regard for per-
sonal honor or the welfare of the church in very unusual situations.
In such executive sessions only the delegates shall be present.

Two considerations lead to this advice:

a. The delegates, who alone will bear the responsibility for the action
taken must retain the right not to be subjected to the opinions,
judgments and criticisms of those who perhaps have insufficient
informatiori and surely have no official responsibility for the de-
cisions that are made. ‘

b. Synod 1952 exercised this right in a very sad and delicate situa-
tion and we believe this action has received the silent approval of

- our churches and our people.
‘ Adopted.

3. Synod shall not exercise the right to go into executive session

except in unusual or delicate sxtuatlons

Reason for this advice: Our people are and shouId be mterested in
Synodical discussions and decisions, and this interest should be en-
couraged and stimulated by open sessions whenever possible. And there
are certain men, reporters, missionaries and others, who have a special
" call to be present at. Synod.

Secondly, we report more specifically on the letter.from our. two
editors. We first remark the following: ‘
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a. The editors do not question the right of Synod to exclude them,
nor do they ask for reconsideration.

b. The very principle of executive sessions or sessions that are not
open to the public, involves the practical implication that reporters
may not “report”. In other words, they cannot do.their work and
therefore need not be present.

¢. We agree fully with the contention of the editors that their ex-
_clusion from executive sessions may sometimes result in their
missing certain information that. should not be denied them be-
cause it concerns matters transacted in public sessions, or because
decisions ultimately taken in executive session are to be made
public. '

We therefor advise Synod to adopt the following resolution :
Synod appoints the Vice-President and the second clerk of Synod
to place-at the disposal of our editors whenever necessary all informa-
tion as to Synodical decisions, whether taken in open session, or in ex-
ecutive session when Synod itself decides to imake such decisions
public.
Adopted.
ARTICLE 37 :
The Vice-President presents a letter from Mr, Paul Szto, requesting
Synod to-consider his application for cand:dacy at this session. (Com-
munication on File)

A motion to examine Mr. Szto with a view to admitting him to can-
didacy today is defeated. (¢f. Art. 25)

ARTICLE 38
" Synod divides into four groups to conduct the examination of the
candidates, as follows:
GROUP NO.'1
College Chapel
Chairman — Rev. H, Bel
Reporter — Rev. E, Visser .
Examining Classes Candidates Sermon Text

Alberta ..ol Alan A, Arkema .............Mat. 13:44
California .. _.Louis F. Baker Heb. 11:39, 40
Chatham ..................... ...Paul E, Bakker Rom. 12;2

Chicago North ... _.Maxrvin Beelen ................... Acts 126, 7, 8
Chicago South ... ...Derke Bergsma ... ..John 6:51
Eastern Ontario ... ... Roy Boeskool ........cccoeee. Psaln 116:1, 2
............................... John Boonstra ...............

,,,,, ...J. Herbert Brink ....
e mereanat S eam et e e eemen oo e Ralph Bronkema
~.James Bultman, . ...
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GROUP NO. 2

Seminary Chapel
Chairman — Rev. N. J. Monsma
Reporter — Rev. A. A. Koning
Examining. Closses Candidates Sermore Text
Grand Rapids East .......... John J. Byker .....coecennenes Mat. 5:43, 44, 45
Grand Rapids South ........ Edward G. Cooke . ...Heb. 11:4
Grand Rapids West .......... Floyd De Boer .......... ...I Cor. 138:13

Hackensack

Hamilton ...
Holland ..........

Wm. T. De Vries . ...Rom. .8:1, 2

...................... Dan. 8:16, 17, 18
...................... I Cor. 2:1, 2

..Gilbert Haan ..... :

Edward F. Hills ... Rom. 5:20, 21

John B. Hulst ..............Rom. 1:14, 15, 16
GROUP NO. 3
Seminary Assembly Room
Chatrman — Rev. P. Van Tuinen
Reporter — Rev. C. Greenfield
Examining Classes . Candidates Sermon Text
Hudson . James E. Jeffers ................II Cor. 5:10
Kalamazoo ... Isaac Jen ... eeemeeee 1T Cox 7:10
Minnesota North .......... .....Peter Lagerwey ............... Gal. 5:1
Minnesota South ......c........ John Meppelink .................Heb. 7:23, 24, 25
Muskegon ..c.cooeeeo ...Sidney Newhouse ..Mat. 7:24, 27

Orange City

Robert Prins ........ ...Rom, 8:28
..... Neal Punt ..........._. ...Eccle. 12:18, 14

w....dohn Riemersma ... II Cor. 7:10
...Sidney Rooy .
Earl Zetterholm ...

GROUP NO. 4

College Room 37
Chairman — Rev. J. Ehlers
Reporter — Rev. J. Geels

Examining Classes Candidates Sermon Text
Ostfriesland .....c.cooeeeneee... Lewis Smedes ..ouoveeeurenneern I Cor. 2:12
Pacifie .o Hubert Sprik ..ooeeeeeeeeceee Isaiah 55:1, 2
Pella ........... ...Martin Stegink .... ....Mat. 5:8
Sioux Center ... Wm. Teunissen ... ....Mat. 16:24, 25, 26
Wisconsin ...... ....Maas Vander Bilt ... ....Gal. 6:14
Zeeland ..... .Harry Van Dyke ....ceocec.... Ezek. 18:31, 82

10:30—12:00
1:40— 2:20

2:20— 3:00°
3:00— 3:40-

3:40— 4:00
4:00— 5:00
5:00— 5:45

..... ...Clarence Van Slooten .....Acts 2:37, 38, 39

.Richard Venema ...............Luke 9:57-62
S ......Syburn Voortman............. I John 4:1, 2, 3.
‘ GROUP NO. 1 ‘

. Sermons
1:00— 1:40 .

Introduction — Classis Zeeland Examiner

Ecclesiology and Eschatology — Classis” Eastern Ontario
Examiner o

Christology and Soteriology — Classis California Examiner
Theology and Anthropology — Classis Alberta Examiner

‘Recess

Praetica — Classis Chatham and Chicago North Examiners
Questions



10:30—12:00
©1:00— 1:40
1:40— 2:20
2:20— 3:00
3:00— 3:40
3:40— 4:00
4:00— 5:00
5:00— 5:45

10:30—12:00

1:00— 1:40
1:40— 2:20
2:20— 3:00
3:00— 3:40
8:40— 4:00
4:00— 5:00
5:00— b5:45

10:30—12:00
1:00— 1:40

1:40— 2:20
2:20— 3:00
3:00— 3:40
3:40— 4:00
4:00— 5:00
5:00— 5:45
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GROUP NO. 2
Sermons
Theology and Anthropology — Classis Alberta Examiner
Introduction -— Classis Zeeland Examiner
Ecclesiology and Eschatology — Classis Eastern Ontario
Examiner
Christology and Soteriology — Clasms California. Examiner
Recess
Practica — ClaSSIS Chlcago South and Grand Rapids West
Examiners - .
Questions

GROUP NO. 3
Sermons
Christology and Soteriology — Classis California Examiner
Theology and Anthropology — Classis Alberta Examiner

Introduction — Classis Zeeland Examiner
Eecclesiology and Echatology — Clasis Eastern Ontario
Examiner
Recess
Practica — Classis Hackensack Examiner
Questions
GROUP NO. 4
Sermons

Ecelesiology and Eschatology — Classis Eastern Ontario
Examiner

Christology and Soteriology — Classis California Examiner
Theology and Anthropology — Classis Alberta Examiner
Introduction — Classis Zeeland Examiner

Recess

Practica

Questions

Adofpted.
ARTICLE 39

Synod decides to meet in Evening Session at 7:30 P.M.

" ARTICLE 40

This session is adjourned, and Elder J. Ten Harmsel leads in prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 11
Fourth Session

ARTICLE 41

The assembly is called to order and Rev. L. Bouma leads i prayer.

ARTICLE 42

Synod goes mto Executive Session to consider the applications for
candidacy. Reports of the four sections are received. Synod decides to
vote on each apphcaﬂt individually. Rev. W. Kok leads in prayer for
the guidance of God in these decisions.
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Synod admits to candidacy the following; to be eligible for call after

Alan A. Arkema
Louis F. Baker
Paul E. Bakker
Marvin Beelen .
Derke Bergsma
Roy Boeskool
John S. Boonstra
Ralph Bronkema
John J. Byker
Edward G. Cooke
Floyd De Boer
William T. De Vries
Earl Dykema
Albert Haan
Gilbert Haan
Bernard Haven
John B. Hulst

July- 1:

James E. Jeffers
Isaac Jen

Peter Lagerwey
John Meppelink
Sidney Newhouse
Robert Prins

Neal Punt

John Riemersma
Sidney Rooy

Louis Smedes
Hubert Sprik
Martin Stegink
Maas Vander Bilt’
Harry Van Dyken
Clarence Van Slooten
Richard Venema
Syburn Voortman

Synod declares the following eligible for a call in our churches:

Rev. J. Herbert Brink from the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

Rev. Edward F. Hills from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Rev. Earl Zetterholm from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. (cf.
Art. 35)

Synod denies admission- to candidacy to the following applicants:
Mr. James Bultman and Mr. William Teunissen. The President ap-
points the Revs. D. Bonnema and J. Geels to inform Mr. Bultman of
Synod’s decision, and the Revs. W. Kok and R. Wildschut to inform
Mr. Teunissen of Synod’s decision. (See Art. 63) (See Art. 48)

ARTICLE 43
"~ A motion to reconvene Saturday morning at 8:30 A.M. is adopted.

ARTICLE 44
Synod calls in the candidates. The President informs them of their
admission to candidacy, and addresses them with a fitting and impressive
exhortation based on the words of II Timothy 2:15. He also leads

the assembly in a prayer of thanksgiving. Opportunity is given to the .

delegates to congratulate the candidates as the assembly adjourns.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 12
Fifth Session

ARTICLE 45

The Vice-President calls the assembly to order. Synod sings Psalter-
Hymnal No. 398:1,2. Rev. J. Geels leads in prayer.

P
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ARTICLE 46 :
The roll is called. All delegates are present except the Rev. G.
Hoeksema, who is absent due to a funeral. Elder R. Van Til is present
as alternate for Elder G. Tinholt of Classis Holland, and expresses
his agreement with the Déclaration of Agreement at the request of
the chairman. <

' ARTICLE 47

The minutes of Friday sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 48
The Committees to notify the unsuccessful applicants for the can-
didacy, (See Art. 42), Revs. D. Bonnema and R. Wildschut reporting
respectively, report that their mission has been accomplished.
Received as information.
ARTICLE 49
* Candidate Boonstra notifies Synod that it is his intention to Serve in
South America. Synod instructs that thls be announced to the churches
in our church papers.
ARTICLE 50
- The Vice-President addresses words of congratulation and good
wishes to President H. Bel in connection with the occasion of his
fortieth wedding anniversary. Synod sings, “Dat ’sHeeren Zegen Op
U Daal.” Rev. Mr, Bel responds appreciatively. :

ARTICLE 51

The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters, Rev. B. Pek-
elder reporting, presents the following:
I. TrE Cuicaco JEwIsH MISSION

A. Material — Agenda Report No. 1. (See Supplement No.1l)

B. Recommendation — Synod.acknowledge with thanks the work

done by the Committee.
Adopted.
1I. Tue Caurca Herp CoMMITTEE, INC.

A. Material — Agenda Report No. 7. (Supplement No. 7)

B. Recommendation of the Church Help Comumittee:

1. “That Synod make the Canadian Emergency Building Fund and
the Church Help Fund one Fund bearing the name Church Help Fund
Inc., and that all the money be loaned on’ the basis of the provisions of
the present Church Help Fund. If this is done the Canadian churches

- will no longer receive the special consideration whereby they are granted
a 25% cancellation of the money loaned and a period of five years be-
fore they begin repayment., We advise this change on the following
‘grounds: (See Supplement No. 7 for eight grounds)

2. That a quota of $8.00 be set to provide the necessary funds: that
is, $4:50 for the U.S. and $3.50 for Canada.”
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C. Recommendations of your Advisory Committee:

1. That Synod do not endorse recommendations 1 and 2 of the
Church Help Committee.

' Adopted.

2. That Synod make the Canadian Emergency Building Fund and the
Church Help Fund one Fund bearing the name Church Help Fund Ine.
The Canadian churches shall be required to repay their full loan, but
temporarily a five year interval shall be permitted before the first re-
payment.

Grounds:
a. Necessary money can be brought in by quotas, making continued
drives unnecessary.
b. This will be another step in removing the distinction between our
Canadian and U.S. churches.
- ¢ This will still recognize that our Canadian churches have peculiar
needs which we must take account of at the present time.
3. That there be one quota without distinction for the U.S. and
Canada. '

Ground: : L
This will be another step in removing the distinction between our
Canadian and U.S. churches. :
Adopted.
II1. . SoutrH AMERICA AND CEYLON
- A. Materials: Agenda Reports 13; 13-A. (See Supplement- No. 13,
13-A)

B. Recommendation of South Awmerica and Ceylon Committee: “That
Synod authorize that continuation of the work in South America and
Ceylon within the frame-work of the original mandate of 1912 and
the expanded mandate of 1946.”

C. Recommendation of youwr Aduvisory Commuttee: That Synod de-
clare that yearly authorization] such as that requested, 15 unnecessary.
It is taken for granted work continues unless otherwisé decided.

Adopted.
D. Finances: .

Synod concur in the recommendation of South America and Ceylon
Committee: “That Classis Buenos Aires be requested to subsidize home
mission travel costs in South America to the extent of 10% for 1955
and 10% additional each year thereaftér for four years up to 50%.”

Grounds: . :
a. The church at Tres Arroyos, beside supporting its own pastor,
is maintaining a Christian day school. Its financial outlays require
about 15% of the aggregate congregational income.
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b The church at Buenos Aires is undertaking to pay 70% of the
- salary of the minister it plans to call. It is also paying for a newly-
erected parsonage. Attempting thus to become self-supporting, this
congregation should not be discouraged with a request to shoulder
any more just now. :

¢. The congregation in Chubut is seeklng to buy a bulldmg at Sar-
- miento. This congregation of shepherds must shoulder heavy ex-
penses, and ought not to be overburdened.
Adopted.
E. Third missionary to South America

Synod concur in the recommendation of South America and Cey-
lon Committee; “That Synod reaffirm the decision of ‘the Synod of
1944 which authorized the sending and supporting of a third mission-
ary from the Christian Reformed Church. (Acts, 1944, pp. 91, 92)”

Grounds: ¢

a. The pressing need in Mar Del Plata for work among 15 to 20 Re-
formed families settled there. These folk are Argentine born and
Spanish speaking. :

b. An official communication from the Consistory of the church at
T1es Arroyos underscores the need and adds a strong plea.

Adopted.
F. Rev. J. Pott addresses Synod to elucidate the financial relation of
the Argentine Churches to the Christian Reformed Church in the
U.S.A. and to the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands, and the
increasing self-support of the Argentine Churches.

G. Regquest of Chubut for a loan

1. Background: This congregation is composed largely of shepherds.
The meeting places of the congregation are two in number: at
Comodoro Rividavia, where it owns a building, and at Sarmiento,
where it has been renting a building. It needs two meeting places
because of the movement incident to grazing. The only available
building in Sarmiento is owned by the landlord who is asking that
the congregation vacate or buy the building. The congregation
seeks a loan from the Committee for $2,000 to be repald over a
ten year period.

" 2. The South America and Ceylon Committee - asks Synod to take
. action on this request. ‘
Grounds:

a. As a matter of policy the committee prefers not to act of itself
in request for loans.

b. The loan to Tres Arroyos several years ago was Granted only after
Synod acted on the request.’ :
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3. Recommendation: That Synod authorize said loan to the congre-
gation in Chubut under terms stipulated. Adopted.

H. Communication to Synod concerning the Rev. J. O. Schuring.

The Advisory Committee calls attention to the following letter ad-

‘dressed to Synod from the Committee on South America and Ceylon.
. June 8, 1954

To the Synod of 1954 ;

Esteemed Brethren:

The Committee on South America and Ceylon wishes to make a brief
statement in order to clarify a few matters which may not become plain
of themsgelves.

First, we wish to say that the rumors about Rev. Schuring proceeding
to the South Indian Mission Field never did, and do not now, have founda-
tion in fact. )

Second, with reference to the statement in the Annual Report of the
Board of Missions concerning the offer of the South America and Ceylon
Committee “to loan Mr. Schuring for temporary service in India” — this,
too, was an erroneous statement which has been cleared up by Rev. Even-
house. (cf. Supplement No. 38)

Your Committee on South America and Ceylon would not look with
favor on any plan which suggests “side-tracking” Rev. Schuring into
South India. It is true that he has a three month visitor’s visa for entry
into India, but this visa was obtained in ovrder to bring his four children
to the boarding school at Kodaikanal.

The call to Rev. Schuring was the plea of the Dutch Reformed Chuxrch
in Ceylon whose congregations sadly need ministers. With this in mind
we feel that only a specific directive from Synod itself can alter the ar-
rangements that have been made for his entrance upon his work in Céylon.

Very tiuly yours, .
Rev. T. Yff, Chairman
Earl Strikwerda, Sec’y.
Received as information

IV. CANADIAN IMMIGRATION *
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20 (cf. Supplement No. 20).

B. Recommendation of Canadian Immigration Commitiee:

1. That Synod continue all previous appointments.

2. That Synod approve the appointment to full-time fieldman of Mr.
Herman J. Lam of Belmont, N.S.

C. Recommendation of the Advisory Comunittee:

1. That Synod continue all previous appointments, but that the Im-
migration Committee be instructed to work toward the elimination of
the Field Men as employees of the Church. Adopted.

2. That Synod approve the appointment of Mr. Herman J. Lam as
full-time fieldman in the Maritinies because of the great need in this
field. Adopied.

V. CaarLain COMMITTEE
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27 (Supplement No. 27).
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B. Recommendations: ,

L. That Synod acknowledge with thanks the work done by the Com-
mittee. Adopted.

2. That Synod take note of the i 1ncreasmg interest among our candi-
dates concerning the poss1b1hty of serving the Lord in this field. (See
Art. 165.) Adopted.

VIII. PATERsON HEBREW MISSION
A, Matemals Agenda Reports No. 35, 35-A (cf. Supplements 35,
35-A).

B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod acknowledge with thanks the work of the Committee.
Adopted.
2. That Synod approve the proposed Revised Set of rules for the
Paterson Hebrew Mission. Adopted.

) RULES FOR THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION
ART. I. INTRODUCTION.

1. The Paterson Hebrew Mission is sponsored, supported, and conducted
by the Christian Reformed Church.

2. Synod charges Classis Hackensack with administering and regulating
this Mission.

8. Classis Hackensack shall appoint delegates to implement (or execute)
the work of Classis relative to this Mission.

AgrT. II. Sywnop. ’
1. Synod shall determine the annual appropriation for the work.
2. Synod shall make final decisions in the purchase of buildings and
grounds, and these shall remain the property of the Church.
3. In case of disagreement the verdict shall remain with Synod.

ART. III. CLASSIS.

1. Classis shall elect six delegates, three ministers and three laymen, to
serve as the Board of the Mission. There shall be two alternates, an
alternate minister and an alternate layman. The term shall be for
three years. Delegates shall not. serve more than two terms in sue-
cession. Four shall constitute a quorum.

2. Classis shall -instruct the Board to execute the decisions of Classis
and to supervise the work of the Mission; and to report regularly as
to the administration of the work and the progress being made.

3. Classis shall receive the recommendations of the Board as to the
work of the Mission and the selection of the personnel to earry on the
work of the Mission; and shall decide.

ART. IV, THE BOARD.

1. The Board shall elect from its own numbe1 a president, vice-president,
secretary, and treasurer.

2. The Board shall meet once a month, or as often as special meetings
are necessary.

3. The Board shall have supervision over the personnel in the service
of the Mission, and shall report concerning this at Classis.

4. The Board is responsible for the spending of the moneys, for the
upkeep and repair of the properties, and for the incmpmation and
insurance of the properties, and shall report concerning these mattels
at Classis.
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5. The Board shall also supervise the work and the life of the person-
nel employed by the Mission.
(Home Missions Matters Continued i Art. 54)

ARTICLE 52 :
The Advisory Committee on Budget Maiters, Elder E. Hoogstra re-
porting, presents the following:

I. DENOMINATIONAL QUOTA
"A. Materials: Overture No. 5. Overture No. 11.
B. Recommendation:
Synod declare that if possible the total denominational quota per
family for 1953 shall not exceed that of 1954.
(Budget Report Continued in Art. 169.) Adopted.

ARTICLE 53

Rev. W. Kok, member of the standing committee for South Americs
and Ceylon, moves that Synod waive the rule regarding the date July 1
of eligibility for call in the case of Candidate J. Boonstra, inasmuch
as there is a call awaiting him from the Church at Chubut, Argentina.
Adopted.
, ARTICLE 54 '

The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters, cf. Art. 51,
Rev. B. Pekelder reporting, resumes presentation of its report:

I. CaristiaNn SEAMEN’S AND IMMIGRANTS HoMmz

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 36 (Supplement No, 36).

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod acknowledge with thanks the work of the Com-
mittee. Adopted.

2. That Synod take note of the fact that the following decisions of
the Synod of 1953 have been carried out.

a. That the Seamen’s Home was to come under the supervision of
Classis Hudson.

b. That the property at 310 Hudson Street should be disposed of by
the Board. Adopted.

II. OverTURE 10 — EXPANSION OF RaDIo PROGRAM

A. Owerture of Classis Pacific: that “Synod instruct the Foreign
and Home Mission Boards to investigate the possibilities of using our
denominational broadcast (Back to God Hour) to include foreign sta-
tions, and possessions of the United States such as Hawaii, Alaska,
etc. in conjunction with the Back to God Hour Committee.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod instruct the Foreign M1ss10n Board, the Home Mis-
sion Board, and the South America and Ceylon Committee to investi-
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gate the possibilities of using our denominational witness in conjunction
with their mission program, in consultatlon with the Back to God Hour
Committee. »
Grounds:
~ a. Opportunities continue to present themselves for such extensive
witness.
b. Foreign broadcasting is effective and yet comparatively inexpen-
sive. Adopted.

2. That this be Synod’s answer to Overture 10 from Classis Pacific.
Adopted.

III. OVERTURE N 0. 12—DraMoND JUBILEE oF HoME MISSIONS

A. Classis Hackensack endorses and sends to Synod 1954 the Mon-
- sey, N. Y. overture that the Synod set aside an appropriate period dur-
ing 1954-1955 in observance of the Diamond Anniversary (75 years)
of our denominational home missions work.

‘B. Recommendation.:
1. That Synod approve the observance of this Diamond Anniversary
of home missions in our denomination. ‘
2. That Synod appoint a committee to make proper arrangements for
a denominational observance of this anniversary.
Synod rejected the two recommendations.

IV. Ovarture No. 13 and OVERTURE No. 18 - PROPOSED DIVISION
or Homr Misstons DISTRICTS

A. Materials: ‘
1. Oyerture (Number 13) from the Monsey Church requesting that
the home missions work of our denomination be divided into two dis-

tricts — United States and Canada— and that a Missionary at Large
be designated for each district.

2. Overture (Number 18) from Classis Alberta requesting that
Synod not appoint two missionaries at large and objecting ‘to possible
division of field along Canada-United States lines.

B. Recommendation:

1. That Synod do not authorize the calling of another missionary at
large with a division of the home mission field into Canada and United
* States sectors.

Grounds:

a. No sufficient evidence has been offered to show the need for such
an appointment at the present time.

b. The General Committee for Home Missions has not made such a
request.
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c. The separation of field work into United States and Canada sec-
tors would be divisive and hinder the very unity we seek to promote.
Adopted.
2. That this decision be declared Synod’s answer to Overture No. 13
from Monsey Consistory and Overture No. 18 from Classis Alberta.
(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 64)

ARTICLE 55
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, cf. Art. 35, Rev
W. Brink reporting, presents the following:

I. SponsorsHIP OF FOREIGN STUDENTS

A. Material: Overture No. 8.

B. Recommendation: ,

That Synod request the Board of Trustees to study the overture and
advise the next Synod as to. whether the present program should be ex-
panded to embrace the features specified in the overture. Adopted.

(Educational Matters continued in Art. 81)

ARTICLE 56
The Advisory Committee on Varia, Rev. T. C. Van Kooten report-
ing, presents the following:

I. CenTENNIAL COMMITTEE REPORT.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 23. (Supplement No. 23)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod express its agreement with the purpose and scope for
the Centennial celebration as expressed in No. I of the Committee’s
report, the central purpose being “recognition and public acknowledg-
ment of God’s blessing.” Adopted.

2. That Synod adopt the preliminary recommendations of the Com-
mittee under No. II of the Committee’s report, with the understanding

that the Centennial Committee shall report on these matters in greater
detail to the Synod of 1955. Adopied.

TI. INSURANCE For CHURCH PROPERTIES.

A. Material: The report of the Committee who received the man-
date from the Synod of 1952, Acts, Art. 149, “to mnvestigate the feasi-
_bility of establishing a program of self-insurance for the various in-
surance requirements of the churches.” The overture of Grand Rapids
South i re this matter was also referred to this Committee. (See
Supplement No. 26)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod thank the Committee for their work. Adopted.

2. That Synod declare that the matter of investigating “the feasibil-
ity of establishing a program of self-insurance for the various insur-
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ance requirements of the churches” is not within the province of the
church.
Ground: The treatment of this matter by the church is contrary to
Art. 30 of the Church Order. (See Art. 82) Tabled.
(Varia Matters contmued in Art. 82)

ARTICLE 57
" Synod decides to reconvene at 10:00 A.M. on Monday.

ARTICLE 58
Synod adjourns_. Elder A. Sweetman leads in closing prayer.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 14
Sixth Session

ARTICLE 59
Synod convenes at 10:00 A.M. The assembly sings Psalter-Hymnal
No. 125:1-4. Rev. J. R. Van Dyke leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 60
The roll call shows all delegates present except Rev. G. Hoeksema,
still absent with excuse. Elder A. Hoogenraad from Classis Eastern
Ontario, having belatedly obtained his visa, is present for the first time.
. Rev. J. C. Scholten is present in the place of Rev. O. De Groot; Elder
R. Verhey is present in the place of Elder N. Nannenga. At the re-
quest of the President, the newly present delegates express their agree-

ment with the Declaration of Agreement.

ARTICLE 61
The minutes of Saturday’s session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 62

Rev. G. Stob, for the Reception Commitiee, presents the Rev. Dr.
Richard Dosker, representative of the American Bible Society.

Dr. Dosker addresses Synod, summarizing the work being done by
the American Bible Society.

Rev. O. Breen responds, assuring Dr. Dosker of our contmued moral
and financial support for this work.

Rev. G. Stob presents the Rev. S. Fujii, fraternal delegate from the
Reformed Church of Japan.

Rev. Fujii addresses Synod, bringing greetings from his Church,
expressing gratitude for material and spiritual help given his. Church
by the Christian Reformed Church, and gives information regarding
his Church.
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Elder J. Ribbens responds, assuring Mr. Fujii of our fraternal in-
terest in thé Reformed Church of Japan.

Rev. R. Frens presents the Rev. B. Hong, fraternal delegate of the
General Presbytery of the Korean Preshyterian Church.

Mr. Hong addresses Synod, explaining the history of his Church,
expressing gratitude for help given, and calling attention to the re-
quest for missionaries to Korea from the Christian Reformed Church.

Elder A. Sluis responds, expressing the hope that the trials of the
Korean Church would bear fruit in-spiritual refinement.

ARTICLE 63
The PreSIdent annotmnces receipt of a request from the parents of
Mr. W, Teunissen for the reasons for the rejection of Mr. Teunissen
as candidate. Ci. Arts, 42, 48.

Rev. G. Gritter announces that he had received further information
regarding the applicant, and moves that a committee be appointed to
advise Synod regarding possible reconsideration of the decision regard-
ing Mr. Teunissen. Adopted.

"The President appoints Rev. W. Van Rees, Rev. O. Breen, Prof. A,
Muyskens, and Rev. R. Veldman to serve on this committee.

The members of the committee are excused from the present session -
to begin their study. (See Art. 113)

ARTICLE 64

The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters, cf. Arts. 51,
54, Rev. B. Pekelder reporting, presents the following:

I. GENERAL COMMITTEE FoR HOME MISSIONS

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 34 and 34-A. (Supplements 34,
34-A) ,

B. Church Extension — U.S. field

1. Revision of rule for calling missionaries:

a. Background (see Supplement No. 34). Present Home - Mission
Order, Art. 5, as applied requires specific authorization of Synod be-
‘fore a missionary can be assigned to a new field in the U.S. The rule
seems to allow transfer of men to new fields but not calling for new
fields. This often causes extended delays in manning a field.

. b. Recommendation of General Committee of FHome Missions: “That
Synod revise Home Mission Order, Art. 5, section (f) to read: ‘to
arrange in conformity with the stipulations of the Church order, for
the calling of missionaries for new fields, these fields to be selected and
approved by the General Committee, according to the specific number
of new fields authorized by the previous Synod and within the budget
set by Synod on these matters; it being understood that .the General
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Committee has the power also to make arrangements for the transfer
of missionaries to new fields, when these fields are authorized and .
selected according to the same procedure.” (The effect of this revision
is simply to give the General Committee authority to make the final
selection of new fields, without specific approval of Synod. It leaves to
Synod the authority to determine the number of fields and the budget
for them.)”

Grounds: :

1. This will normally save a year’s time in the manning of new fieids,
and this work requires the prompt assignment of a permanent mission-
ary, once a field has been investigated and authorized. .

2. This will make no difference practically, because in the actual
selection of new fields Synod now depends on the decision of its Gen-
eral Committee.

3. This has been the actual practice of Synod for some time in the.
work in Canada, and would simply apply a 11ke procedure to the work
i the U.S.

4. The General Committee is 'a sufﬁaently representative body to
perform this fuaction properly.

2. Recommendation:

That Synod revise the Home Mission Order, Art S, section (f), as
recommended by the General Committee of Home Missions. Adopted

2. Opening new fields
. a. The General Committee requests the opening of three new fields,
if and when exploratory surveys warrant.

b. Recommendation:

1. "That Synod authorize the Home Missions Comimittee to open three
new fields, if and when exploratory surveys warrant, Adopled.

2. That Synod authorize the Home Missions Committee to approach
our churches with a view toward interesting them in undertaking the
sponsorship of other new fields. Adopted.

3. Battle Creck ,
a. The General Committee recommends the Battle Creek congrega-

tion for assistance to the amount of $500.00 to carry on its mission
project.

b. Recommendation: Battle Creek be given aid to the extent of
$500.00. This is in agreement with the decision of the Synod of 1951
(ct. Acts, 1951, Art. 61, II-B-5-¢). Adopted.

4. Cleveland East Side

a. The General Committee recommends the Cleveland East Side

Church to Synod for aid to the extent of $4,000.00 to call an assistant
pastor for work in its mission chapel. This church of 60 families has
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already invested $23,000 in this mission project and expects to invest
about $4,000'a year in the work.

b. Recommendation: Cleveland East Side be given aid to the extent
of $4,000.00. This is in agreement with the decision of the Synod of
1951 (cf. Acts, 1951, Art. 61, II-B-5-c). Adopted.

(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 69)

. ARTICLE 65
This session is adjourned. Elder A. Breen leads in prayer.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 66
The Vice President calls the assembly to order. Synod sings Psalter-
Hymnal No. 176. Rev. L. Bazuin leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 67
Rev. G. Hoeksema has returned as delegate of Classis Chicago South.

- ARTICLE 68

Rev. R. Frens, for the Reception Committee, presents the Rewv. J.
Wristers, minister of the Gereformeerde Kerken in charge of the sea-
men’s work at New Orleans, La.

Mr. Wristers addresses. Synod on his work, calling attention to the
need for continual expansion of this type of service.

The Rev. I. De Jong responds with a word of appreciation for this
worthy service.

Rev. G. Stob presents Prof. Dir. Jan Waterink, fraternal delegate
from the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands.

Dr. Waterink addresses Synod, bringing greetings from his churches,
noting mutual problems, the significance of the emigration for both
groups, and hopeful aspects of church life in the Netherlands.

Rev. J. Hanenburg responds with high appreciation for Dr. Water-
ink’s ministry, and calling attention to the fortieth anniversary of Dr.
Waterink’s ordination on last May 17.

Synod sings, “Dat 'sHeeren Zegen Op U Daal.”

Dr. Waterink responds with thanks.

ARTICLE 69 .
The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Maiters, cf. Arts. 51, 54,
64, Rev. B. Pekelder reporting, presents the following:

I. Canaprax FIELD
1. Change of names
a. The Home Missions Committee 1ecommends that the name Cana—r
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dian Emergency Fund be changed to Church Extension — Canada. (See
Supplement No. 34, IV)
b. Recommendation: That Synod change the name Canadian Emer-

gency Fund to Church Extension — Canada, as recommended by Home
Missions Committee. Adopted.

2. Calling missionaries (See Supplement No. 34, IV, 2.)

a. The Committee requests authorization for placement of mission-
aries in Canada according to need. :

' b. Recommendation: That Synod authorize the placement of mission-
aries mn Canada according to need. Adopted.

I1. Funp ror NEEDY CHURCHES (See Supplement No. 34, VII)
Recommendation: That Synod adopt the following proposals of the
General Committee on Home Missions re the Fund for Needy Churches:

1. The minimum salary to be paid the ministers by the respective
churches receiving aid from the Fund for Needy Churches for 1955
mn the United States be set at $3300; in Canada at $3600. Adopted.

2. That mileage on the field be granted subsidized churches fér pay-
ment to their pastors over and above the first 5,000 miles on the field
according to the following schedule:

a. In the U.S. the maximum mileage for which payment is granted
‘is set at 3500 miles. Adopted.

b. In Ontario (Canada) the maximum mileage for which payment is
granted is set at 5000 miles. Adopted.

c. In the Western Provinces the maximum mileage for which pay-
ment is granted is set at 6500 miles. Adopted.

d. These maximum mileage rates are to be retroactive for 1954.
Adopted.

3. That the rate per mile at which this mileage is to be paid be set
at: Sc for the United States; 6¢ for Fastern Canada; 7c for Western
Canada. Adopted.

4. That a children’s allowance in the United States of $125.00 per
child, in excess of the salary to be granted for 1955; a similar amount

to be paid in Canada, inclusive of the government chlld allowance if
- and when paid. Adopted.

5.. That the minimum per family contribution toward the pastors'
salary of families belonging to subsidized churches for 1955 be set at
$60.00 in the United States, and at $40.00 in Canada. Adopted.

I1T. RerarioN BeErTweex HoME Mission COMMITTEE AND BACK TO
Gop Hour COMMITTEE:

1. The Executive Commiitee for Home Missions, after consultation

with representatives from the Back to God Hour Committee, reports

the .following decision e the relationship between the two Committees :
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a. That the responsibility for follow-up work be shared by both
Comimittees.

b. That the opening of new fields be the task of the Home Missions
Committee.

c. That follow-up work, with the exception of the exploratmn and
survey of new fields, be the responsibility of the Radio Committee. (See
Supplement 34-A)

2. Recommendation: That Synod approve said arrangement between
the two committees. Adopied.

(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 84)

: ARTICLE 70
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Committee. This
report is received and approved. (See Supplement No. 44)
ARTICLE 71 ° ,
. The Stated Clerk reads the report of his work. This report is re-
ceived and the work approved. (See Supplement No. 44) ‘

ARTICLE 72
. The Stated Clerk reads the report of Mr. A. H. Andriese, the Trans-
portation Secretary. This report is received and the work approved.

‘ ARTICLE 73 .
' The Stated Clerk reads a letter from the Stated Clerk of the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church, with notification that Dr. N. B. Stonchouse
will represenl the O.P. Church .as fraternal delegate to this Synod.
The letter is received as information.
The President welcomes Dr. Stonehouse.

ARTICLE 74
The Stated Clerk reads a letter from the Rev. . Bruinooge, from
Pusan, Korea, with notification ‘that Rev. Ban Sik Hong will represent
the General Presbytery. Korean Presbyterian Church as fraternal
delegate to this Synod. This letter is réceived as information.

‘ ARTICLE 75
The Stated Clerk reads a letter from the Rev. Dr. Herman Kuiper,
notifying Synod of his absence due to his attendance as representa-
“tive of the Calvin Seminary Faculty at the Centennial of Kampen Semi-
nary. This letter is received as information.

ARTICLE 76

The Stated Clerk reads a letter from the Rev. H. Bruinooge, with -
information on Kobe Theological Seminary, requesting that this insti-
tution be placed on our accredited list. This letter is received as infor-
mation, and referred to the Committee on Budget Matters. (See Art.

169)

-
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ARTICLE 77
The Stated Clerk reads a Report on Meetings of the General Pres-
bytery Korean Presbyterian Church by Rev. H. Bruinooge. This re-
port is received as information. (See Supplement No. 46)

ARTICLE 78

The Stated Clerk reads a2 Report on the Reformed Church in Japan .

by Rev. R. Sytsma, noting that help is being requested for Kobe The-
ological Seminary. This report is received as information.

i ARTICLE 79
~ The Stated Clerk reads the report of Rev. Willis De Boer as our fra-
ternal delegate to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, This
report is received as information.

ARTICLE 80
President R. B. Kuiper announces that Prof. Schultze is absent for
several days, representing the Seminary Faculty at the Biennial Meet-
ing of the American Association of Theological Schools at Chicago.

ARTICLE 81
The Advisory Committee on Educational Maiters, cf, Arts. 35, 55,
Rev. W. P. Brink reporting, presents the following:

L. CALVI‘\I COLLEGE AND SEMINARY MATTERS
‘A, Materials: Agenda Reports No. 33, 33-A. (See Supplements
No. 33, 33-A)

B. Items of interest and information.
1. College matters. '

a. If the current enrollment trend continues, our plant facilities will
be taxed to the ttmost by 1958-60. Even the completion of the “Needs
of Today” Campaign would only enable us to accommodate the enroll-
ment swell with difficulty and temporarily. Our people should be aware
of the urgency of our need of facilities.

b. We are happy to note the reports on the effective work and devo-
tion of our faculty members, the careful consideration given to the
curticulum, the good state of the student morale, and the fact that in
addition to training students as Kingdom members, our College is serv-
ing our constituency through its Denominational Reference Service,
the Summer Conferences on Church Music, Teachers’ Institutes, and
the recent Calvinistic Scientific Conference. Received as Information.

2. Semunary wmatters -

a. In accord with a previous Synodical authorization, a Standing
Committee on Seminary Appointments has been appointed by the Board
and has begun to funct10n
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b. A committee has also been appointed to study the matter of re-
quiring our Seminary graduates to spend a year. as interns in the field
of home missions and to relate this study to “all the needs of the stu-
dent as they relate to his service in the Church.” (Acts of Synod,
1953, Art. 162, 1, C.)

¢. Our Seminary Faculty was represented by Dr. Herman Kuiper
and the Rev. C. Kromminga at the Kampen Seminary Centennial which
was held this month.

d. After a study of the Faculty, the Board adopted a pohcy for the
admission of students who, after completing their undergraduate work
elsewhere, come to our Seminary with a view to entering the Christian

' Reformed ministry. This policy states:

1. No such student shall enroll with this purpose until he has de-
clared his intentions to the Board of Trustees and received its approval.

2. If a student has a bona fide B.D. or its equivalent from a recog-
nized Semlnary, no mnquiry shall ordmarﬂy be made with respect to
his pre-seminary course.

3. All such students shall be required to take Christian Reformed
Church History, Church Polity, and Catechetics. In determining what
. other courses shall be required, the governing consideration shall be
“that all the requirements of our undergraduate curriculum must be met.

4. Such a student shall be required to take a minimum of 24 semester
hours.

5. When graduate courses are taken by such a student, he shall
receive graduate credit.

6. Such a student shall be designated as a special student.

7. Such a student, as well as the regular undergraduate students,
needs faculty recommendation for candidacy.

e. It was further decided that the Board or its Executive Committee
shall decide in each individual case whether a student in this category
shall be licensed to exhort in our churches. For such licensure the
students “shall supply the same credentials as students from our own
school, namely, membership in the Christian Reformed Church, plus a
consistorial recommendation and a recommendation from our Seminary
faculty.” .

f. The Board decla1es that there is need for an additional man in
the Old Testament department and has mstructed its Committee on
Appomtments to study this matter, Received as Information.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the following nomination for members of -
the Board of Trustees and refer the matter of election to the
Committee on Appointments, calling. attention to the fact that an
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alternate should be designated by name for each delegate chosen:
a. For the Far West (one to be chosen). (See Art. 165)
D1 J. Hoekzema :
. H. Te Velde

b. l*or the Midwest (one to be chosen). (Qee Art 165, I)
"Mr. Glenn Andreas
Mr. John Brouwer

~ ¢ For the Central District (three to be chosen). (See Art. 165)
Mr. Lambert Bere
Mr. J: De Nooyer
Mr. Benjamin Staal
" Mr. E. Feenstra
Mr. B. Vellenga
Mr. Fred VVinter
Approved.
2. That Synod make the following appomiments to the Seminary
faculty:
" a. The Rev. R. B. Kuiper as President of Calvin Seminary for
two years (1954 1956) with a limited teaching load.
Adopted.
b. The Rev. Martin Monsma as Assoclate Professor of Practical
Theblogy for two years (1954-1956).

Adopted.
" 3. That Synod approve the- following appointments to the College
faculty: )
“a. William Spocthof, Ph. D., as Professor of History, indefinite
" tenure. Approved.
b. Enno Wolthuis, Ph. D, as Professor of ,Chemistry, indefinite
tenure.
: : Approved.
c. Earl Strikwerda, Ph. D., as Professor of Hlstory indefinite
tenufe.
Approved.

d. John Tuls, A M., as Associate Professm of Mathematics, in-
definite tenure. N8

A Approved.
e. John Bratt, Th. M., as Associate Professor of Bible, indefinite
tenure.
Approved.

f. Bernard Fridsma, A.M., as Assoctate Professor of German,
indefinite tenure. '
: Approved.
. Martin Karsten A.M., as Associate Professm of Biology, in-
definite tenure, . .

Ug

| /1 pproved.
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. Henry Vaan Txl Th M as Associate Professor of Bible, four

years,
‘ Approved.
Donald Bouma, Ph. D., as Associate Professor of Sociology,
two years. :
Approved.
Clarence Boer sma, Ph. D., as Associate Professor of German,
two years, .
Approved.

. Calvin Andre, Ph. D.; as Assistant Professor of Physics, two

years.
‘A pproved.

. George Harper, A M., as Instructor in English, two years.

Approved.

. Arthur Otten, AM., as Instructor m French, two years.

Approved.

. Fred Klooster Th. D., as Assistant Professor of Bible, two

years., (New appomtment)
Approved.

. Harold Dekkex, Th. B, as Dean of Students and Assistant

Professor of Bible, two years. (New appointment)
Aj)pro'ued

. Steve Vander Weele, A.M., conditional appointment in English,

subject to the favorable outcome of a further interview with
the Board.

Approved.

. james Bosschel B.S., as Assistant in Mathematlcs and En-

gineering, one year, (T\Tew appointment)
' ‘ Approved.
John Hamersma, M. Mus., as Instructor in Organ and College
Organist, two years, subject to favorable interview by the
Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees.
Approved.

- Lawrence Den Besten, A.B., Th. B, in Biology, conditional

upon training in the field and favorable interview with the
Board as to his fitness. -
Apj)roved

- Peter Oppewal, A M., as Instructor in English, subject to

favorable interview with the Executive Committee of the

Board of Trustees, one year.

"Approved.

. Ervina Van Dyke, M.A., as Assistant in Speech, one year.

(New appointment) - Approved.

. Marten Vande Guchte, MA as Assistant i Speech, one

year. (New appomntment) Approved.
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w. Nell Qosthoek, A.B., as: Assistant in Physical Education, one
year. (New appointment) - Approved.

. 4. That Synod approve the action of the Board in conferring the
 title of Emeritus Professor upon Dr. P. Hoekstra.

: Adopted.

5. That Synod approve the action of the Board in confernng the

title of Emeritus Professor upon Dr. J. P. Van Haitsma.
Adopted.

6. That Synod arrange a Synodical testimonial dinner in honor
of two professors emeriti Dr. J. P.-Van Haitsma (1909-1954)
and Dr. P. Hoekstra (1918-1954) and Dr. J. Waterink. -

L Adopted.

7. That Synod instruct its ofﬁcers to make arrangements for this
dinner to be held Wednesday evenmg, June 16.

Adopted.
The President appomts as Committee on Arrangements: Dr. R. J.

_ Danhof, Revs. F. De Jong, and J. Geels.

8. That Synod refer financial items contained in agenda Report 33
IID, 1,23, 4,5, and 6, pp. 204 {,, and in agenda Report 33-A,
IV A and B, p. 5§ to the Co1nm1ttee on Budget Matters. (See
- Supplement 33 33-A) . Adopted.

9. That Synod receive as information the report of the Board of
Trustees re its officers, change in membership, and the members
of the Executive Comlmttee (Supplement 33-A I A )

: - Adopted.

10." That Synod decide that the Board shall continu€ its study of the
Sioux Center Junior College matter and répoit to the Synod
of 1935, (For Mandate Ci. Acts, 1953, Art ‘162 1 F 2, p. 146).
Ground:

Although much work has already been done, the Board needs .
more time to do satisfactory work on th1s involved matter.
" Adopted. .

11. That Synod gratefully acknowledge the special gifts ‘which are
mentioned in Agenda Report 33, I D, I, p. 20} and in Agenda
Report 33:A, I C. The Board has conveyed its thanks to the
donors. . (See Supplements No. 33, 33-A) -

(Educational ‘matters continued - in At 120)

" ARTICLE 82
The recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Verig cf. Art.
56, regarding- Insurance for Church Propertiess (see Art. 56)
removed from the table. .
Synod gives the recommendation of the Study Committee on this
matter priority. The Study Committee (Agenda, Report 26.) (See
Supplement No. 26) presents the following - recommendation, that
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the churches continue to purchase insurance through the insurance
company markets. Adopted.

ARTICLE 83

The Advisory Committee on Varie cf. Art. 56, 82, Rev. T. C. Van

Kooten, presents the following:
1. CranGE 1N RuLing To CouNT FAMILIES

A.

II.
. Mates ial;

Materiol :

Overture No. 27 from Classis Kalamazoo. Cf. Schaver: Polity of
_the Churches, Vol. 11, p. 113, (d), (2).

. Recommendatwn

That Synod adopt the proposed change of rule No. 2 as follows :
“A family wherein husband or wife by confession of faith belongs
to the congregation, and the marriage partner is a member by

baptism, or there are one or more baptized or commumcant
children.”

Grounds:

1. An individual confessing member should not be counted an
ecclesiastical family,"

2. There is now an incbnsistency between rules 2 and 3. Rule 3
allows that a widow is not counted as a family unless she is
the actmg head of a family, while rule 2 counts an individual
believer a family.

3. Furthermore, the present method of counting discriminates
against churches sponsoring an aggressive program of evangeli-
zation, in which very often only one member of a family is
brought 1nt0 the church. In these cases it often happens that
the unbelieving partner is very cold and even hostile to the
church. :

' Adopted.

LAy MEMBERSHIP OF STANDING COMMITTEES '

Overture No. 28 flom Classis Kalamazoo which proposes that a
‘committee be appointed to study the possibility of mncreasing the
lay membership in the General Committee for Home Missions,
the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, and the Board of
Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary.

. Recommendation:

The advisory committee recommends that such a study committee

be appointed.

Grounds:

1. Laymen have made valuable contributions to our denommatmn
on the committee level in the past.

y
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2. At present there is a great disparity in the number of laymen
- on the Boards in proportion to the number of clergy.
Rejected.
Synod answers Overture No. 28 by referring Classis Kalamazoo to
the Home Mission Order, Art. 2; Foreign Mission Order, Art. I-E;
and Calvin Board of Trustees Rules I-A.

III. MEMBERSHIP OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

A. Maoterial: :
Overture No. 29 from Class1s Kalamazoo which PlOpOSCS that a
committee be appointed to study how to secure greater continuity
of membership on the General Committee for Home Missions, the
Christian Reformed Board of Missions, and the Board of Trustees
of Calvin College and Seminary.

B. Recommendation:

That Synod do not accede to this request. Adopted.

Grounds: .

1. The possibility of an increased lay membership on the Boards
could provide greater continuity.

2. Since Synod has very recently expressed itself in respect to

- . tenure of office on its Boards, it would be inadvisable to study

the same matter so soon.

3. Sufficient reason for such study has not been presented by
Classis Kalamazoo in the above overture. Adopted.

(Varia Matters continued in Art. 85)

ARTICLE 84
The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matters, cf. Arts. 51,
54, 64, 69, the Rev. B. Pekelder reporting, presents the following:
Back To Gop Hour.

A. Materials: Agenda Reports 30, 30-A. (See Supplements No. 30,
30-A.) '

B. The Advisory Committee concurs in the recommendation of Back
to God Hour Committee: “That Synod record a word of gratitude
to all who have served our denominational radio and television
witness: The radio minister, the choir and its director, the accom-
panist, the announcer, the office staff, the advertising manager, and
the minister for radio evangelism.” Adopted.

C.. Television:

* 1. Background: The ﬁrst series of 13 films produced for television
has been shown on 68 stations, with free time donated of a
value of $92 142. Response excellent Three stations desire
repeat. of serles Fn-st series hlgh recognition in TV program-
ming. .
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2. Recommendations:
a. That Synod authorize such production of television film, of-

fered on free-time basis. Adopted.
b. That Synod recommend this cause to the churches for free-
will offerings during 1955. Adopted.

D. Assistant to Radio Minister.

' Recommendotion: That Synod accede to the request to engage an
assistant, either ordained or unordained, to the Radio Minister, as
proposed by the Back to God Hour Committee.

Ground.:
- This work must be done by someone in replacement of Rev. H.

Dekker, who did a large part of this work until now.

. Adopted.
E. Station Sponsors. .

Recommendation: That Synod authorize the Back to God Hour

Committee to present the opportunity for station sponsorship to

our churches, as proposed by the Back to God Hour Committee.

Adopted.
F. Alaskan Broadcasting.

- 1. The Back to God Hour draws Synod’s attention to the fact that
a contract was signed with station KENT in Anchorage, Alaska,
~.for broadcasting. The Committee did not consider this a foreign
field and hence believes its action does not conflict with previous
Synodical decisions re foreign broadcasting. This step also serves
; the cause of Home Missions in Alaska. Synod is asked to

approve this action.

2. Recommendation: That Synod approve of said action.

' Adopted.
G. Back to God Hour Office.

1. Background. (See Supplement No. 30) Office building left by
Mr. D, Eck in his last will to Back to God Hour Committee.
Remaining space is being rented. Part of rental is used to set
up a fund for the care of Mr. Van Eck’s dependent brother.
This obligation not legal but moral in character. Management of
building transferred to Back to God Hour Committee. The
Synod is asked to approve this action.. ‘

" 2. Recommendations:
a. That Synod note this legacy with gratitude to God and in

grateful memory of Mr. Van Eck. "Adopted.
" 'b. That Synod approve said action of Back to God Hour Com-
 mittee. , Adopted.

H. Your Ad\}isory Committee would also draw Synod’s attention to
the fact that the Revs. Eldersveld and Dekker have been delegated .
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as obsérvers to the coming. assembly -of ther World Council of
Churches in Evanston, Ill. ‘The Committee gave them authorization
to attend in this capacity with a view toward keeping our denomin-
ational witness in close touch with major ecclesiastical developments
as they are represented by this international group of churches.
Received as mnformation.
(Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 126)

ARTICLE 85
The Advisory Committee on Varia, cf. Arts. 56, 82, 83, Rev. T. C.
Van Kooten reporting, presents the following:
Revised Standard Version.

A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 37, which is a report of the Study
Committee who were mandated to study the R.S.V. with a view

to its distribution and use by our people. (See Supplement No
37.)

B. Previous Synodmal decision on Bible Version recommended : It is
believed advisable “to refrain from adopting either the Authorized
Version or the American Standard as the official version of the
Bible in our churches, but to recommend the American Stand-
ard Version to our churches,” Acts 1926, Art. 44, p..46; Acts
1934, Art. 105, p. 103 — From Schaver, The Polity of the
Churches, Vol. 11, p. 158.

C. Recommendations of the Study Committee.

“In the light of the above materials, your committee appointed

to study the Revised Standard Version of the Scriptures presents .

the following recommendations to the Synod of 1954:

1. That The Synod of 1954 reaffirm the decisions of the Synod
of 1953, in regard to financial support for the American
Bible Society, and similar organizations, as our denomina-
tional position, in this respect. (Cf. Acts of Synod of 1953,
Article 84, I, C, 1, 2, 3, 4.)

2. That Synod advise our Consistories that, on account of a num-
ber of passages, the Revised Standard Version shall not be
used in our pulpits as an official translatxon approved by Synod
for public worship.”

D. Recommendations of Advisory Commaitee.

In the light of the evidence presented in the body of the report

of the Study Committee, it be decided

1. That Synod of 1954 reaffirm the decisions of the.Synod of
1953 in regard to financial support for the American Bible
Society, and similar organizations, as our denominational posi-
tion in this respect. (Cf Acts of Synod of 1953, Art. 84, 1,
C 1,3 )  Adopted.
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2. That Synod advise our Consistories that, on account of a
number of passages, the Revised Standard Version shall not
be used in our pulpits as a translation approved by Synod in
public worship. Adopted.

(Varia Matters continued in Art. 146) '

ARTICLE 86
This session is adjourned. Elder L. Meyer leads in prayer.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 15
Eighth Sessioh

ARTICLE 87
' The assembly is called to order. Synod sings Psalter- Hymnal No.
247:1, 2. Rev. D. D. Bonnema leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 83
The roll is called. All delegates are present.

ARTICLE §9
The minutes of Monday’s sessions are read and approved..

ARTICLE 90
Synod goes into Executive Session to consider a letter from Dr. P.
Y. De Jong concernmg the South India Matter.
Synod receives the letter as information.
Synod declares that it is desirable that Dr. De Jong and the other
returned missionaries from South India remain available for possible
consultation. (See also Supplement No. 38-B)

ARTICLE 91
Synod resumes open session.
The Advisory Committee on Publication Matters, Prof. M. Berg-
huis reporting, presents the following:

I. Overture No. 21 rrom CrassiS ALBERTA re the publication of
financial reports in the Yearbook.
A. Materials:
1. Overture 21
2. Agenda Report No. 24-A, Section 2 (See Supplement 24-A
sec. 2)

B. Recommendation:
That Synod accede to this overture to the extent of providing
in the Yearbook a summary report of the money collected for
our quotas and accredited causes by each of the Classes.
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Grounds:

1. The financial contributions to the various causes by the
Classes will give an overall picture of reg1onal interest
in and support of these causes.

2, The inclusion of reports from each congregation would
involve undue expense and would consume a considerable
amount of space in the Yearbook.

3. This recommendation is in keeping with the recommenda-

tion of the Pubhcatlon Committee, (See Supplement No.
24- -A) Adopted.

II. PUBLICATIONS OF SERMONS TOR READING SERVICES.
A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 25. (See Supplement No. 25)
B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod gr. atefully acknowledge the work the com1n1ttee
has done in securing the pubhcatmn of Volume 10 for
reading services and its present work on Volume 11.
Adopted.
2, That Synod refer the report concerning the acceptability of
recorded sermons for readmg services to the churches for

their information. . Adopted.
3. That Synod continue the committee for another year. (See
Art. 165) : Adopted.

4. That Synod instruct the committee to provide in its next
report .a fuller account of the need for and advisability of
continuing the publication of additional volumes of Sermons.

Adopted.
III. Tue SynobicaL Tract COMMITTEE,
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31. (See Supplement No. 31)
B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod continue the Synodlcal Tract Committee.
Adopted.

2. That the names suggested by thé tract comimittee be sub-

mltted to the committee on appointments. (See Art. 165)
Adopted.

3. That Synod express appreciation for the labors of the retir-

ing members, Rev. D. H. Walters and Mr. E. Postma.
Adopied.

- IV. Sunpay ScrooL LEssoN PLANNING.

A. Materials:
Agenda Reports No. 32, 32-A.

B. Contents: .
The Sunday School Lesson Planning Commlttee reports the
followmg
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1. That a five-year plan of lessons arranged according to a
chronological grouping of stories has been adopted.
2. That the new series of lessons is set up to begm on the first
Sunday of January, 1955.
3. That six age groups were decided upon with a different
paper for each of the first four groups. The same paper
will be used by groups IV, V, and VI.

4, That the names of the new Sunday School papers will be:
Bible Stories for Beginners, Bible Light for Primaries, Bible
Guide for Juniors, and Bible Truth for Seniors. The writers
will be Miss Dena Korfker for Bible Stories, Miss Marian
Schoolland for Bible Light, Miss Helen Van Laar and Miss
Henrietta Van Laar for Bible Guide, and Rev. B. Pekelder
for Bible Truth. '

5. That the Publication Committee has granted permission to
secure Mr. Jack Brouwér as part-time art editor for our
papers. ' '

. C. Recommendatwns

1. That Synod refer the matter of the order of rotation of the

individual cominittee members to the Committee on Appoint-
ments. (See Art. 165) e Adopted,

2. That the Rev. J. Schaal be granted the privilege of the
floor- when the Sunday School matters are discussed.
R Adopted.
(Publication Matters contihued in Art. 99.)

ARTICLE 95

Rev. R. Frens, for the Reception Commitiee, _presents the Rew.
Charles FEdwards, fraternal delegate from the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church.

Rev. Mr. Edwards addresses Synod, bnngmg greetings and good
wishes, and .noting the many points of .agreement between his denomi-
nation and the Christian Reformed Church.

Rev. W. De Boer responds, urging a greater measure of fellowshlp
between the leaders of the two Churches.

Rev. G. Stob presents Dr. N. B. Stonchouse, fraternal delegate from
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

Dr. Stonehouse addresses Synod, suggesting the desirability of
the Christian Reformed Church and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
becommg sister churches, noting that we have a common goal, and
urging the necessity for free discussion of theological problems in an
atmosphere of mutual esteem.

Dr. J. Meeter responds, with appreciation for the Wltness of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, as well as for the personal contribu-
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tions of Dr. Stonehouse in the field of theological scholarship and
interchurch fellowship.

Rev. R. Frens presents Rev. Robert W. Anthony, rep1esentat1ve of
the Waldensian Church in Italy.

Rev. Mr. Anthony addresses Synod, noting that the Waldensian
Church is the oldest Evangelical Church in the World, now loyally-
facing the front of Roman Catholic clericalism and the front of Com-
munism in Italy,

Rev. D. Grasman responds, assuring Rev. Arthony that our Chm ch
1s sympathetically interested in all groups who carry on a faithful
witness of the Gospel in all parts of the world.

ARTICLE 96

The Advisdry Committee on Indion and Foreign Missions Matters,
cf. Art. 25, Rev. D. Drost reporting, presents the following:

J. REPRESENTATION AT SYNOD.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38 Sectlon 2A, and Section 4A.
(See Supplement No. 38)

B. Recommendations:

1. The Mission Board requests that in addition to the Rev H. Even-
house, Sec. of Missions, #s chairman, Dr. R. O. De Groot, and its
treasurer, Mr. J. T. Daverman, be permitted to represent the board
at Synod, and be given the privilege of the floor on Mission matters.

Adopted.

2. The Rev. George Yt has been appointed as representative of the
General Conference on the Indian Field. Your Advisory Committee
recommends that he be given the privilege of the floor when Indian
mission matters are discussed. Adopted.

II. ELEcTiON OF MEMBER-AT-LARGE.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38, 2K. (See Supplement No. 38,
2-K) — Section .

B. Recommendation:

The term of Dr. E. Y. Monsma terminates with this session of
Synod and it is necessary for Synod to elect another member-at-large.
Since Dr. Monsma is not eligible for reelection, the Board offers the
following nomination for the consideration of Symod: Dr. Stuart S.
Bergsma and Dr. Richard S. VVlerenga Your Adv1sory comrhittee
recornmends the approval of this nomination. (See Art. 165)

111, NaTive CHURCH. Adoj)ted

A. Maierial: Agenda Report No. 38, Section 4, B. 5. (See Supple-
ment No. 38, Sec. 4, B. 5)
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B. Recommendations:

1. Having carefully studied the plan for the organization of the
native church on the Indian mission field, as set. forth in the Annual
Report of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions to the Synod
of 1954, Section 4, B. 5, your advisory, committee recommends that
Synod adopt it with the following amendments:

a. That Synod amend C. 4, in the following manner, in order to
‘implement B. 2, above “That Synod ask Classis California- to receive
a fraternal delegate or delegates from the -native Consistory or Con-
sistories at the regular meetings of Classis California, and grant them
an advisory vote.” Adopted.

b. As long as these native churches are in their associate relationship
to the Christian Reformed Church we recommend that the traveling
‘expense of the fraternal delegates to Classis California be borne by

the Mission Board and/or the native . church. Adopted.
(Indian and Foreign Missions continued in Art. 100)
ARTICLE 97

Th15 sesslon is adjourned. Elder O. Duistermars leads in prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15
Ninth Session

ARTICLE 98
Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No. 367. ReV D. Drost leads in
prayer. :
ARTICLE 99
The Advisory Commitlee on Publication Matters, cf. Art. 91, Prof.
Berghuis reporting, presents the following:

I. IMPROVEMENT AND REVISION OF THE PSALTER FIYyMNAL,

A. Materials:

Agenda Reports No. 28, 28-A. (See Supp]emcnts No. 28, 28-A)

B. Background.:

1. The Synod of 1951 decided to “appoint a committee competent in
its personnel, from various parts of our Church; whose task it shall
be to set forth concretely the principles of good music and song-text
for our churches.” This committee was also instructed “to report to
Synod suggestions ior improvement and revision of our Psalter-
Hymnal.” (Cf. Acts of 1951, p. 47 I-B, 1 & 2.)

2. The Synod of 1953 adopted the statement of principle that “the
music of the church should be appropriate for worship.” (Cf, Acts of
Synod, 1953, p. 24, IV-B, 2). The “implications” which followed
this statement of principle were recommended to the Churches for
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study. (Cf. Acts of Synod, 1953, p. 25). The plan for revision. of
the Psalter-Hymnal was adopted as submitted by the Committee on
Revision. (Cf. Acts of Synod, 1953, pp. 25-29).

3. Agenda Report No. 28 and the Supplementary Report No. 28—A
contain the committe¢’s music and text revisions for the Psalter sec-
tion of our Psalter-Hymnal. (See Supplements No 28, 28-A)

C. Recommendations:
1. That Synod grant the privilege of. the floor to Dr. Henry A.
Bruinsma and the Reverend Dick L. Van Halsema when the matter of

the improvement and revision of the Psalter-Hymnal is' discussed.
Adopted.

2. That Synod refer the present report on revision of the Psalter

.. section to the churches for study and comment, with final action on the

Psalter section to be taken by the. Synod of 1955. This should be
executed as follows:

a. The committee should (1) send a copy of the Supplementary
Report of Music and Text to each consistory for circulation amongst
organists, choir-directors, and other interested parties within the con-
gregation and (2) place the additional copies-in the Calvin Library
where they may be made available to interested groups through the
Denominational Reference Services Adopted.

b. Comments on this report should be sent directly to the committee
no later than January 1, 1955, to enable the committee to take them
under consideration. , Adopted.

3. That in keeping with the Committee’s tenure until 1955 (as
decided by Synod 1953), Synod authorize the Committee to prepare
its recommendations for revision of the hymn section of our Psalter-
Hymnal and to present them to the Synod of 1955.

Adopted.

4. That Synod instruct the Committee to acquaint our people via The
Banner with the nature of its work of the revision of the Psalter sec-
tion and with the principles of church music which have guided it in
making this revision. Adopted.

11. OveErTURE No. lb RE THE PUBLICATION OF AGENDA AND ACIS
OF SYNOD.

A. Materiol: Overture No. 15.

B. Recommendation:

That Synod not accede to this request.

Grounds: ‘

‘1. The necessity for such a study by a synodical committee is not
sufficiently indicated.

2. The character of such a study has not been adequately defined.
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3. It is our judgment that Synod should not be overtured to appoint
study committees without evidence of compelhng necessity.” (See Art.
168) Adopted.

(Publication Matters continue in Art. 127)

ARTICLE 100

The Advisory Committee on [ ndian and Foreign Mission Maiters, cf.
Art. 25, 96, Rev. D. Drost reporting, presents the following:

I. SEcoND NATIVE WORKER AT FARMINGTON.
A, Material: Agenda Report No. 38 — Section 4, B. 8. (See Supple-
ment No. 38)

B. Recommendation:

1. That Synod approve the adding of a second- natwe worker to the
staff of the Farmington Mission: " :

Grounds: :

a. This aids the Ordained Missionary at Farmington in preparing
trained leadership to take over when the natwe church becomes a
reality.

b. The great demand on our missionaries’ time for the eonductmg
of the Radio Gospel broadcasts at,Gallup and Durango.

c. The Gospel work at Burnam, recently undertaken by our native

worker and Missionary, has placed an added burden on them.
Adopted.

2 That Synod approve the purchase of a car for use at Farmington.
Adopied.
IT. ORGANIZATION AND PERSONNEL.

A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 38-A. 1. B. 2. (See Supplement
38-A) I.B. 2. -

B. Information: The Board mforms Synod that Mr. Stuart K.
Bergsima has been appointed to a teaching position in Nigeria. M.
Bergsma is a son of Dr. and Mrs. S. Bergsma, former missionaries
to Ethiopia and India. The Bergsma family is scheduled to leave for
Africa in August. " Received as mformaiwn

(Report continued in Art. 125)

ARTICLE 101

The Advisory Committee on Church Order Matters, Rev: G.- Gritter
reporting, presents the following:

I. Ministers Emeritated.

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report 21, Part II. (See Suppiement No. 21)
2. Communication from Classis Pacific.

\
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- B. Recommendation: That Synod approve the honorable emeritation
of the following ministers :

1. The Rev. C. De Leeuw by Classis Pella because of failing health
and years of service.

2. The Rev. W. Meyer by Classis VVlsconsm because of age and
years of service.

3. The Rev. H. Goodyke by Classis Muskegon because of age and
physical condition.

4. The Rev. H. Wierenga by Classis Chatham for reasons of health.

5. The Rev. P. A. Hoekstra by Classis California, effective July
1954, Grounds: 44 years of service and age.

6. The Rev. C. Vander Ark by Classis Pacific for reasons of health.

Adopted.

11, CommuNICcAaTIONS FROM DUuTcH REFORMED CHURCH IN CEYLON.

A. Elucidation: There are two communications; the one proposing
entrance upon fraternal ecclesiastical relations and the other thanking
our church for the help given them and at the same time reminding
the Synod “of the large Radio Station in Ceylon and the evident
open door to the proclamation of the Gospel of Sovereign grace.”

B. Recommendations:

1. That the request for entrance upon fraternal relations be referred
to the Commlttee on Ecumematy and Interchurch Correspondence.
Adopted.
2. That Synod call the attention of the Back to God Hour Committee
to the possible opportunity of extending our “radio witness” to Ceylon.
: Adopted.

III. CoMMUNICATIONS FROM DE GI:REFORMEERDE KerxEN IN NE-
DERLAND. :

A. Materials: /

1. A letter informing us that the Gereformeerde Kerken “resolved to
enter into full communion w1th the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
_ of America.”

2. A request that we confer with the Gereformeerde Kerken with
a view to a possible revision of Art. 36 of the Belgic Confession.

B. Recommendations:
1. That we recewe their action re the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
as information.
Adopted.
2. That a committee be appointed to confer with the Gereformeerde
Kerken regarding a revision of Art. 36 of the Belgic Confession. This
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is in harmony with a decision taken at the Reformed Ecumenical Synod
of 1953. Cf. Acts of Ecum. Synod, Art. 95. (See Art. 165)
Adopted.

IV. ComMrTTEE ON ECUMENICITY AND INTERCEHURCH COR-
RESPONDENCE.

A. Material — Agenda Report No. 6. ( See Supplement No. 6)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod acknowledge with thanks the work of the Committee.
Adopted.
2, That Synod approve the committee’s intent to have an observer
at the meetings of the World Council of Churches to be held August
15-31 at Evanston, Illinois and authorize payment of expenses in-
curred, Adopted.
3. That Synod send an observer to the annual international meeting
of the International Council of Christian Churches to be held at Phila-
delphia in August and that Dr. J. T. Hoogstra be appointed.
Adopted.
4. The Reformed Churches of New Zealand: ‘
a. That this church be recognized as a sister church. Adopted.

Grounds:

1. This church was established in 1953 as a result of the fact that
many Dutch immigrants were not able to find a spiritual ‘“home”
within the existing churches, because of predominant modernism.

2. They themselves declare,

a. “as basis of our church, we have accepted with a faithful heart
the. Holy Scriptures of the infallible Word of God and the Confession
 of Faith in accordance with that Word as the churches of the Re-
formation have formulated it in the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg
Catechism, and the Canons of Dordt,

b. “We will maintain this basis through exercising Christian dis-
cipline concerning doctrine and life, in accordance with the Scriptures
and our Confession of Faith and according to the Church Order of
Dordt, which we accept as an agreement of church life.”

b. That Synod mstruct its Stated Clerk to express in writing the
wish that this new denomination may experlence ‘growth, fortitude in
the faith, and perform a real mission in its adopted land through the
power of the Holy Spirit. . Adopted.

c..That a letter from the New Zealand Churches dated April 22,
1954, in which they seek assistance in meeting certain practical
problems, be referred to the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch
Correspondence. ‘ Ado pted
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V. Revision oF THE ForM or THE Lorp’s SUPPER
A, Materiols:
1. Agenda Report No. 3 (Supplement No 3).

~ 2. Overture No. 17.

B. Recommendations:
* 1. Synod ‘declare that no extensive revision or abbreviation of our
beaut1fu1 and well-rounded ¥orm for the Lord’s Supper shall be made.
: Adopted.

2. Synod declare that the question whether the part of the Form
‘which concerns self-examination shall be read at the Preparatory Serv-
ice or at the Communion Service, or at both, shall be left to the dis-
cretion of the Consistories. Adopted.

3. Synod refer the question as to whether the above decision neces-
sitates a change in Art. 62.0f Church Order to the Church Order Re-
vision Committee. Adopted.

4. Synod approve “of using the Lord’s Prayer only once, namely, in
the prayer, and not a second time in the thanksgiving.” Adopted.

5. Synod declare “that the Apostles’ Creed isto be regarded as part
of the prayer” and approve “placing it before the Lord’s Prayer.”
Rejected.
6. “Instead of dropping the words ‘a psalm shall be sung,’ etc
Synod decide “to change ‘shall’ to ‘may.’” . :

1)

Ground: This leaves the use of a meditation, Scripture reading, sing-
ing or playing of psalms or hymns to the discretion of ‘the consistories.
This change was suggested by several consistories. Adopted.

7. Synod approve “the principle of a revision of the list of ‘gross
sing’ in the interest of making it more meaningful to our people in the
light of modern conditions. The committee is instructed to incorporate
such a revised list into its proposed revised Form.” Adopied.

8. Synod continue the committee instructing them to revise the Form
for the Lord’s Supper in accordance with the above recommendations.
(See Art. 165) Adopted.

9. Synod instruct the committee to prepare a Dutch translation of the
Revised Form, as requested by Classis Alberta. Adopted.

VI. PARTICULAR SYNODS

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Report No. 12, (Supplement No. 12)

- 2. Communications from the following Classes: Chatham, Chicago
' South, Hackensack, and Pella Only one of these favors particular
synods
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- B. Since the recommendation .of the Advisory Committee is con-
trary to that of the Study Committee, the Study Committee, Rev. P.
Van Tuinen reporting, presents its recommendations:
1. That Synod declare that the time is at hand when Articles XLVII
. to XLIX of the Church Order should be taken out of parenthesis, and
the Church move in the direction of establishing Particular Synods.
' Rejected. -

. 2. That Synod appoint a committee to prepare specific plans for the
distribution and administration of our denominational work to.adapt
our program te the inauguration of Particular Synods. Rejected.

3. That Synod appoint a committee whose task it shall be to consider
whether Articles XLVII to XLIX should be revised in any way.
- Rejected.
C. The Aduisory Committee presents its recommendation.

- 1. That Synod gratefully acknowledge the work of the Study Com-
mittee. Adopted. ; -

2. That Synod take no further action at this time re introducing Par-
ticular Synods.

Ground: Neither the need nor the practibility of Particular Synods
“has been sufficiently demonstrated. Adopied.

VII. OrpER For City AND NEIGHBORHOOD EVANGELISM
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 15, (Supplement No. 15).

B. Recommendations:

1. That Dr. R. S. Wierenga be permitted to represent the Committee
before Synod. Adopted.

2. That the Proposed Guide for Neighborhood Evangelization be
adopted with the following revisions: :

a. Point C (Sece Supplement No. 15, C) — The Prosecution of
Neighborhood Evangelization.

(1) Every consistory sponsoring neighborhood evangelism should
appoint a consistortal committee on evangelism which shall report regu-
larly to the consistory.

(2) This committee should enlist all qualified members-of the church
in the work of evangelization.

(3) The consistorial committee and the workers should carry out the
work of evangelization on behalf of the consistory.

(4) In view of the magnitude of the task and the meed for direction,
a full-time worker, ordained or unordained, should be employed as soon
as possible. Adopied.

b. Point E2 (See Supplement No. 15, E2) — The Lay Worker.
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Synod declare that the unordained worker performs his labors by
virtue of the fact that he shares the office of all believers and has been
asked by the chu1ch to labor as an evangelistic teacher and exhorter.

Adopted.

c. Point F' (See Supplement Na. 15 F)Y—The Goal of the Mission.

Synod declare that:

(1) The objective of evangelization work in any community is not
only to bring sinners to conversion but also. the body of Christ to
manifestation. Adopted.

(2) Point 2 be deleted. Adopted

(3) That the Guide for Neighborhood Evangelism as revised above
be published for the use of our consistories and classes. Adopted.

(4) That Synod do not act on the suggestion that a cemmittee be
~ appointed to define the meaning of otdination and the status of the
lay-workers of our denornination.

Grounds:

a. The meaning of ordination is well-known among us. .

b. The status of the lay-worker is defined above. Adopted.

5. Synod instructs the Publication Committee to publish the. Guide
for Neighborhood Evangelism as revised. (Church Order Matters
continued in Art. 107.) '

‘ ARTICLE 102

The Pre51dent announces the appointment of the C ommzttee on Ap-
pointments: Rev. N. J. Monsma, chairman, Rev. J. Ehlers, reporter,
Revs. F. De Jong, H. Erffmeyer, R. Frens, G. Hoeksema, and Elders
J. De Boe, J. Ribbens, and J. Ten Harmsel. (See Art. 165 for Report)

“ ARTICLE 103
This session is adjourned. Elder J. De Koning leads in p1aye1

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 16
Tenth Session

ARTICLE 104
Synod sings Psalter- -Hymnal No. 389. Rev. R. Veldman leads in
prayer. :
: ARTICLE 105
The roll is called. All delegates are present.

ARTICLE 106
. The minutes of Tuesday’s sessions are read and approved

: ARTICLE 107
The Advisory Committee on Church Order Matters, cf _Art, 101,
Rev. G. Gr1tte1 reportmg, presents the following: -



54 ' Acts or Synop, 1954

I. AMENDMENT OF RULES FOR ADMINISTRATION OF PENSION AND

ReLiEF FUNDS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 21, Point 6, (See Supplement No.
21)

B. Recommendation: That Synod amend the Rules as follows: ,

“‘If a minister emeritated for reasons other than age and/or length
of service is employed-and receives a remuneration for such employ-
ment, it shall not prejudice his pension allowance unless remuneration
exceeds his pension allowance. In such event, the emeritated minister
shall report his earnings to the secretary of the Ministers’ Pension and
‘Relief Administration, and the excess amount of salary over pension
shall be deducted from his pension allowance as long as this condition
exists.’

Grounds:

1. The Board is faced increasingly with the problem of ministers
emeritated for reasons other than age and/or length of service, who
are working and at the same time requesting pension. ,

2. Tt is felt that an amendment such as the above is needed to safe-
guard our Pension funds. "”‘Adopted

II. ApMmrTTING MINISTERS FROM OTHER DENO\HNATIONS
A. Materials:
1. Agenda Report No. 8, (Supplement No. 8)
2. Overture No. 1.

B. Recommendations: .

1. That a representative of the study committee be permitted to de-
fend the report before Synod. Adopied.

2. That Synod do not adopt the proposed method.

Grounds: ' |

a. Such a radical change 'is unnecessary since we already have suf-
ficient safeguards in existing synodical decisions.

b. Requiring ministers concerned to take the 1n1tlat1ve 1s contrary to
our Church Order, Arts. 4, 5. Adopted.

3. The Overture from Classis Pella (Overture No. 1).

Synod urges Classes through their counsellors, and instructs its Syn-
odical Examiners to be more diligent to determine in each case, whether
there truly exists a very special need for putting on nomination a min-

ister from another denomination, in accordance with the past decisions
of Synod (Acts 1930, Art. 159; Acts 1945, Art. 90). -

Grounds:
. 1. This would contribute to greater uniformity in the matter and
better feeling among the churches,
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2. There have been recent instances occurring in churches in the
States in which a minister from outside our own denomination was
allowed to be placed on nomination when the Consistory involved had
made very few previous calls, and in one case none at all. These inci-
dents would seem to have been obvicus violations of the synodical rule
requiring very special need. (See the report of the Synodical Exami-

ners and the Advisory Committee recommendations to the Synod of
1953).

3. Previous Synods have stressed the importance of not allowing such

ministers to be nominated “unless there are very special reasons and
needs” (Acts 1945, Art. 90). Adopted.

III. DEecisions oF Synop RE CALLING MINISTERS.
A. Material: Overture No. 19.

B. Recommendation: That Synod do not accede to this request that
Synod make available to the churches an easily understood summary
and collection of all Synodical decisions having a bearing on the call-
ing of ministers from within or outside of our denomination.

Ground; Synod should not be burdened w1th labors the Classis itself
can perform. Adopted.

IV.Jv: RevisioN or-ART. 70 or CHURCH ORDER RE MARRIAGE.
A. Materials: Overtures No. 23, 25.

B. Recommendation: Synod reply that the Committee on Revision of
Church Order already has this matter under considération. Adopted.

V. RULES ForR CHURCH VISITATION.
A. Material: Overture 24.

B. Recommendation: That Synod do not accede to this request.

-Grounds:
1. The suggested questions are not meant to be exhaustlve

2. Question 8 gives ample occasion for such questioning. Cf. Schaver,
p. 150. (First Edition) Adopted.

VI TRANSFER OF ‘Wanamassa CHURCH TO CLASSI§ HACKENSACK
‘A. Materials: B
1. Overture No. 6.
2. Communication from Classis Hackensack.

B. Recommendation: That Synod approve the transfer of the Wana-
* massa Christian Reformed Church from Classis Hudson to Classis
Hackensack. :

Ground: Both Classes have agreed to such a transfer. Adopted.
(Church Order Matters continued in Art. 141)
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ARTICLE 108
The Stated Clerk is instructed to send the greetings of our Synod
to the Moderator of the Waldensian Church in Italy '

ARTICLE 109
The Advisory Committee on Protests and Ajb/)eals, Rev. J. R. Van
~ Dyke reporting, presents the following:
I. TuE APPEAL or THE ALPINE AVE. CONSISTORY AGAINST CLASSIS
GRAND RaPIDS WEST RE DELEGATION TO CLASSIS,
After much discussion this report is recommitted to the Adv1501y '

Committee for consideration of material not previously available (See
Art. 154).

IT. SEATING OF HoME MISSIONARIES TO CLASSICAL. MEETINGS
- A. Material: Overture of the Alpine Ave. é()\nsistppy.

B. The overture is as follows:

“The consistory of the Alpine Avenue Chustxan Reformed. Church
overtures Synod to alter the decisions of Synod of 1930, Art. 111, p.
146, and. Synod of 1939, Art. 89, p. 69 as regard the seatmg of home
missionaries to classical meetings.

Grounds:
1. These decisions are contrary to Art. 41 and Art. 42 of Church
*Order.

2. Classis is not a gathering of mdmduals but of churches. ‘Accord—
ing to Reformed church polity, no individual is, strictly speaking, a
member of Classis. A minister or elder can only be said to be a thember
.of Classis in the sense that his Church has delegated him to represent
it at a certain classical gathering. Now this principle demands two
things. First of all, that all who receive and exercise a decisive vote
at our Classis shall actually represent one of the Churches of Classis
through official delegation. And secondly, this principle demands that
each Church be represented by an equal number of delegates.” (Monsma
and Van Dellen, Church Order Commentary, pg. 190) '

3. Synod itself ruled that the act of Synod of 1930 Art. 111, pg. 146
was ‘In exception to article 41 of Church Order’ Fxceptions should not
be made to a vital principle in Reformed Church pohty

C. Analysis:

The overture contends that the present method of seating home
missionaries 1s contrary to Articles 41-42 of the Church Order.

D. Recommendation: .

That Synod appoint a Comnnttee to study ‘the adv15ab111ty of altel— '
"mg the decision of Synods of 1930 and 1939.

Grounds:
1. These decisions of Synod ha\e caused difficulties.
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- 2. The indefiniteness of the term “Home Missionary” as now cur-
rently used in our circles, calls for more elucidation.

‘3. Tt involves that status of all our Home Mlssmnaues at Classmal
Assembhes }

4. The principle of “equal representation at classical assemblles is
directly involved. (See Art. 165) Adopied.
: (Appeals and Protests ‘continued in Ari. 115)

ARTICLE 110
“The Vice-President presents a message from Dr. Robert Edwards
expressing his thanks for all the kindness and hospitality shown him
by Synod-while he was our guest. Reéceived as inforination.
ARTICLE 111
This session is adjourned. Elder E. Tinklenberg leads in prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16
| . Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 112
The assembly is called to order. Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No.
127. Rev. S. Viss leads m prayer. S

ARTICLE 113
Synod goes into Executive Session to consider the report of the
Cominittee appointed to advise Synod regardlng a request received
(cf. Art. 63).

The Stated Clerk is instructed to reply to the request.- (Reply on File)

ARTICLE 114

Synod resumes open session.
~ Rev. G. Stob, for the Reception Commzttee, of. ‘Arts. 11, 62, 68, 95,
presents Rev. H Blystra, Secretary of Home Missions, and Rev H.
Evenhouse, Secretary of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions.

Rev. H. Blystra presents Rev. J. Hanenburg, Home Missionary in
~ Alberta, who addresses Synod, noting the fact that “We are an inter-
national Church.” He stresses the fieed of ministers from the States to°
help integrate the immigrants into the Church, and the need of the
* guidance and prayers of the churches in the States. .

Rev. H. Blystra introduces Rev. F. De Jong, Home Missionary in
Lakewood, California, who addresses Synod on the need of developing
- churches in the areas of -evangelization, the need of ordained men in -
Home Mission Work, and the need. of courageous falth In meetmg the

challenge of evangelization. ‘ ~
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Rev. H. Evenhouse introduces Mrs. E. H. Smith from Nigeria, Mr.
and Mrs. K. Bergsma, newly appointed missionaries to Nigeria, Rev.
L. Sweetman, missionary appointed for South India, Miss Beulah
Buus, Miss Gertrude Oranje, and Miss Julia Ensink, from Rehoboth.
He also presents Rev. P. Dekker, who addresses Synod on the work
in Nigeria, its great challenge, the good spirit of cooperation among
the workers, and the effective division of fields, and bringing greetings
“from the entire Nigeria staff.

Rev. H. Evenhouse introduces. Rev. T. Yff who addresses Synod,
bringing greetings from all workers on the Indian Field, noting that
we should feel privileged that God has committed to us one of the most
difficult fields in the world, difficult because of language, dispersion of
population, illiteracy, ungodliness, and the various competing sects. He
pleads for the confidence and prayers of the Church, suggesting that the
1953 decisions regarding Mission Principles raise doubts about the
Church’s confidence in our educationdl program on the Indian Field.

Rev. J, Schuurmann responds, noting that we may be thankful to
God for the faithful labors reported here, that our greatest danger is
the danger of being satisfied; the peril of privilege, and expressing that
our earnest prayer and desire is that God may, through the mission-
aries, make us faithful to our missionary calling.

ARTICLE 115
The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, cf. Art. 109,
Rev. A. A. Koning reporting, presents the following:

I. Axn OverTURE FROM Crassts MinnesoTa SouTe ‘“r0 CONSIDER
WaETHER WE CAN CoNTINUE TO GIVE UNQUALIFIED MORAL AND
FinanciaL SupPorT To WESTMINSTER SEMINARY.”

A. Material: -

Overture No. 3.

B. Recommendations: :

1. Synod answer Classis anesota South that it is not necessary for

Synod to conduct an inquiry concerning all theological questions before

deciding on the request of Westminster for support.

Grounds:
a. Complete accord is never 1n515ted on in recornmendmg a cause
- »for support; and

b. Sufficient accord has been established to consider Westminster
worthy of support. Adopted.

2. Synod decide not to remove Westminster Seminary from the list
of accredited causes. Adopted. )

II. AprEAL OF MR, AND Mrs, HENRY VAN KOOTEN OF BETHEL Oska-
LOOSA, against two members and the Consistory of Oskaloosa I, and
against Classis Pella.
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Recommendations:
1. We recommend that Synod do not accede to their request.

Grounds:

" a. The committee of Classis has made a very thorough investigation.
It spent much time delving into.all the angles of the case. It found
that when it got to the root of the story no one had any evidence as to
the origin of the letter, nor as to how it got in that dresser drawer.

b. Classis itself having given careful study to the committee report
accepted it and has mamtamed it ‘at two succeeding sessions in spite
of protests ; and ,

c. They were twice reconciled and twice failed to live up to the
reconciliation. Adopted.

2. We recommend that Synod urge the brothe1 and sister to accept
the advice of Classis implicitly and to rest trustfully in the reconciliation
effected. Adopted.

III. ArrEAL oF DEnVER I ForR EXEMPTION FROM QuoTA SET BY CLAS-
s1s Perra For DEs MoiNes Buirping Funp.

Synod refers Denver I to Schaver, Vol. IL, p. 124, and Acts 1939,
Art. 90 p. 72. Adopted.

Iv. APPEAL oF MR, JoEN SvrsMA, EVERGREEN Parx, ILL.
- Recommendation:

We recommend that Synod do not -accede to the request of the
“brother for greater amplification of the decision of the Synod of 1934.

Ground:

The decision of 1934, taken in connection with Arts. 21 and 41 of our
Church Order, is sufficiently cogent and clear to guide consistories in
making nominations, and congregations in approving nominations and
selecting consistory members. Adopted.

(Protests and Appeals continued in Art, 121)

ARTICLE 116
This session is adjourned. Elder B: De Boer leads in prayer.

TESTIMONIAL DINNER (See Art. 81)

Synod assembled at 6:30, Wednesday evening, at the Commons Din-
- ing Room for a testimonial dinner in honor of Professors P. Hoek-
stra and J. P. Van Haitsma, retiring, and of Dr. J. Waterink, vxsmng
Professor from the Free University of Amsterdam.

Dr. R. J. Danhof was chairman of the occasion. Testimonials were
given by Rev. D. D. Bounema, Prof. A. Muyskens, and Elder A. Sluis.
The honored professors responded in fitting words expressing gratitude

to God.
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THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 17
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 117
Synod sings Psalter—Hymnal No. 340. Rev. O Bouwsma leads in
prayer.
ARTICLE 118
The 1011 is called. All delegates are present.

ARTICLE 119
The minutes of Wednesday’s session are read and approvecl

ARTICLE 120
‘ The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 35 55,
81, Rev. W. Brink reporting, presents the following:

I. Carvin COLLEGE AND SEMINARY MATTERS
A. Materials: : :

1. Agenda Report No. 33, 33-A, 33-B, (See Supplemeuts No. 33,
33-A, 33-B)

2. Overture No. 7

B. Our Immigrant Ministers.

1. Some of these brethren may welcome the opportunity to become
better acquainted with the church of their adoption. In order that they
may know our men and institutions better, and that we may also
benefit from their background, the Board recommends to.Synod that
“Synod instruct the Seminary Faculty with the Executive Committee
to work out a method whereby ministers who have emigrated from
the Netherlands, shall be enabled to spend some time on the campus of .
Calvin College and Seminary so as to promote mutual appreciation and
on the part of our. Holland brethren acquaintance with our approach
and attitudes.”

2. Your committee advises' Synod to adopt this recormmendation.

Adopted.
C. 4 ppomtment&
1. Your committee reconmmends ‘that Synod appomt Dr. Ralph Stob
as Associate Professor of New Testament for a term of two years
-(1954-1956). Adopted. .
+. 2. The Board of Trustees calls the attention of the Synod to the fact
" that the Board has assured both Dr. Ralph Stob and Dr. Henry Stob
' permanent tenure either in the Seminary or somewhere in the College,

and in the light of this decision the College Faculty can staff the de-
partment of Classical Languages and Philosophy.

Received as mformation.
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3. Your committee recommends, in view of the fact that these men
are in an extraordinary situation, having had an indefinite appointment
as College Professors, Synod rules that in their case, by way of ex-
ception, the new Seminary rank will not involve a decrease in salary.
In the case of Dr. Henry Stob this will be retroactive. Adopted.

4. Synod decides that the matter of the professorial status of Prof.
Stob be referred to the Board of Trustees with power to act

Dr. Ralph Stob announces the acceptance of his appointment.
Received as information.
D. Lectureship in Dogmaﬁcs. .

a. It has been the plan of our Board to have various men serve for
one year periods as lecturers in the field of Dogmatics. Dr. Fred
Klooster served in this capacity last year. :

Recetved as information.*

b. For the next school year the Board, from a nomination of four,
chose Dr. Alexander De Jong for a one-year lectureship in Dogmatics,
and recommends that Synod approve. Your committee concurs in this
recommendation. Adopted.

E. Rules for the Presidency.

1. “Since the Seminary Faculty is not ready to report on the Rules
for the Seminary presidency at this time, the Board decides to ask
Synod to declare the present rules in force for another year.”

2, Your committee advises Synod to concur. Adopted.
F. Chair of Missions.

1. The Board was minded to seek Synodical approval of a one-year
lectureship in the chair of missions, but found it 1mposs1b1e to recom-
mend a lecturer at this time. \

2. Your committee recommends that Synod approve the decision of
the Board to ask Pres. R. B. Kuiper- to teach a course in Missions in
1954-55, and instriict the Committee on Appointments to continue
its work in this matter. © Adopted.

3. We recommend that Synod declare that these decisions are an
answer to the overture of Classis Cahforma (Overture No. 7).

Adopted

G. Tuition for Foreign Students.

1, The Board adopted the following rule: “For students from foreIgn
countrles other than Canada, who are in the U.S. on a student visa,
the tuition is $210.00 per semester. If the student becomes a member
of a Christian Reformed Church in the Grand Rapids area, the tuition .
will be that charged in the local zone and will be retroactive to the
beginning of the semester in which he joins a Christian Reformed
Church in the Grand Rapids area.”

2. Recommendation: That Synod approve this rule. .
Adopted.
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H. Long Range Planning. (See Supplement 33-B)

1. Items of information: ‘

a. The Board of Trustees gave to the Executive Committee authority
to receive bids and award the contract for the construction of a girl's
dormitory. This is to be in accordance with February action of the
Board re contractors who will be considered.

b. The matter of a government loan has been dropped. This action
is necessary if the Board is to retain its restrictive or quasi-competitive
system of bidding, owing to the fact that the government demands
‘open bidding on any project on which it makes a loan.

2. Your committee requests that’ Mr. Gordon Buter be permitted
to present the long range plan to Synod and to answer questions of
the delegates. Mr. Buter addresses Synod to eluc1date the plans of
the Long Range Planning Committee.

" 3. The Board approves a project for the construction of a central
heating plant on and for the Fast Campus, and requests that the Exe-
cutive Committee be given authority to select an architect and engineer
and ask for bids.

Your committee recommends that Synod give 1ts authorization.

Adopted.

4. The Board gave to its Executive Committee instructions to in-
vestigate and the authority to borrow funds for the erection of a 2-
unit girls’ dormitory and central heating plant,

- Your committee recommends that Synod approve.
Adopted.

5. The Board directed’ the Long Range Planning Committee to
present to Synod the following two plans re future financing of dormi-
_ tories, and urge the adoption of one: '

a. That operational expense of dormitories _heréafter be placed in
the general institutional budget or

b. That interest and principal amortization payments on loans made
. for the erection of a new dormitory or dormitories be placed in the
general institutional budget.

Your committee recommends that the second course be approved
even though this may involve an increase in the quota for the following
year., Adopted.

6. Synod decides that the same financing plan is to be followed in the

case of the central heating plant on the Fast Campus.
' Adopted.

7 Synod decides that interest and principal amortization payments
on loans for the erection of the new central heating plant be placed in
the general institutional Budget. Adopted.
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I. CampareN FUNDs:

For Synod’s information we note “that the Board of Trustees ap-
proves the request of the Financial Secretary to send out a letter of
information to all contributors whose accounts have not been paid
up in full, acquainting them with the current status of their gifts to
-the campaign. Such a letter could contain an explanation of our
bookkeeping procedure and include a self-addressed and postage-paid
envelope to expedite the immediate payment of participation.”

' Reeived as information.
II. Reguest or Rev. B. J. DaNEHoOF.
A. Material: Letter from the Rev. B. J. Danhof.

This letter requests Synod to grant Mr. Danhof “license to preach
in the Christian Reformed ‘Churches and if such may eventuate to serve
as a Stated Supply somewhere in those churches.” TFour reasons are
given for this request.

B. Considerations:

1. In previous Synods, action has been taken re Rev. B. J. Danhof,
who was formerly a member and a minister of our denomination.
‘Among other matters we note that he resigned from Classis Zeeland
on October 19, 1945, .

2. Previous to this the Synod decided, “That when and if health
permits the underfaking of part-time ministerial activities, the Rev.
Danhof address himself to Classis Zeeland, the Classis in which he
held his last regular pastorate in the Gospel ministry.” (Acts, 1943, p.
96). ’

C. Recommendation:

That Synod do not accede to this request inasmuch as it does not
meet the stipulations of our former synods.

' Adopted.
(Educational Matters continued in Art. 174)

ARTICLE 121

The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, ci. Art. 109, 115,
Rev. A. A. Koning reporting, presents the following:

I. Report oN THE NAE QuESTION (in reply to the 1953 Overture
of Classis Ostfriesland).

A. Materials.

Reports of Majority and Minority Committee Agenda Report No. 11.
(See Supplement No. 11)

B. Resume.

In 1952 Classes California and Ostfriesland sent overtures to Synod
concerning the decision of 1951 severing relations with the NAE,
Synod ruled these out of order (Acts 1952, pp. 28-40). In 1953
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Classis Ostfriesland presented another overture which was placed -in
the hands of a study committee. It is this Committee which. now
comes with a Majority and a Minority report.

Inasmuch as the recommendation of the Advisory Cormmttee is
contrary to the advice of the Study Committee, Majority Report, the
Study Committee’s recommendation is presented first:

That a committee be appointed to study the question,” “Was the
Christian Reformed Church justified in severing its connection with
the NAE?” in the light of the Study Committee’s report, the deliver-
ance of the Reformed FEcumenical Synod, and all other pertinent
material. This committee to report to the Synod of 1955.

Grounds:

1. The church must dec1dc inter-Church' relations on the basis of
Scriptural principles.

2. The Synod of 1949 set out to do this, and the church expected
such action accordingly.

3. This is the only satisfying solution to remove the unrest which
has followed the decision of 1951. Rejected.

C. Recommendations of Synod’s Advisory Committee:
1. We recommend that the Synod thank the Committee for its work.
" Adopted.
2. We recommend that Synod declare that the matter of tabling the
report of the Study Committee (to which Classis Ostfr 1esland takes
exception) has no real bearing on the case.
Grounds:
a. The matter had been before synods repeatedly, for long discus-
sions ;
b. The report of the special Study Committee on Interchurch rela-
tions had been placed before the churches for their perusai;
c. Besides all this the problem of affiliation with the NAIL was still
accorded a “lengthy discussion” on the floor of Synod. -
' ' Adopted.
3. We recommend that Synod declare that the decision of 1951 was
not taken without grounds.
Grounds:
a. They were an essential part of the entire d1ccuss1on and
b. Such grounds were provided the NAE in a letter, even though
this letter did not appear in the Acts. - . Adopted.
4. We recommend that Synod now decide to print the letter to
the NAE in the Acts of 1954.
-Grounds: . ]
a. Then all our people may know on what grounds the action was
based ; ‘
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b. No Synod is in better position to give such expression to the
reasons for its actions than the Synod which took the action.

The Stated Clerk aninounces that the letter already appears in the
printed agenda report of the Study Comm1ttee (See Supplement
No. 11)

5. We recommend that Synod declare this to be our answer to the
overture of Classis Ostfriesland. Adopted.

(Protests and appeals continued in Art. 124)

ARTICLE 122
Synod adjourns. Elder E. Feenstra leads in prayer.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 17
Thirteenth Session

: ARTICLE 123
Synod is called to order. Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No, 213. Rev.
W. De Boer leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 124
The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, cf. Arts. 109, 115,
121, Rev. A. A. Koning reporting, presents the following:
L APPEAL oF Rev. Harry R. Bozr.

Recommendation: ‘

We recommend that the Synod do not accede to the request of the
Rev. Harry R. Boer.

NOTE: Our adviser, Prof. H. Stob, asks us to notify Synod that he
is not in accord with the recommendation of the Advisory Committee.

The motion to adopt the recommendation is tabled and Prof. Henry
Stob is requested to present his advice in writing. (See Art. 154)

~ 1I. AppeAL oF Ry, C, L. VAN ZEE.

A. Material:

1. Document, dated Jan. 11, 1954, addressed to- Synod; and

2. Letter, dated June 8, 1954, addressed to the Stated Clerk.

B. Analysis:

1. The letter of June 8. In this letter he first

a. explains the tardiness of his document. He had tried to get ap-
proval from consistory, classis and classical committee ;

‘b. presents his document to Synod; and

¢. requests that Synod study this matter.

At the close of his letter he states: “it is my request that the Synod
of 1954 study this matter or appoint a study committee”; “I ask that
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the Synod study the matter”, “also that it carefully study the events”;
“I ask that a thorough investigation be made of the Home Mission
Committee files”. He then adduces ﬁve “Grounds” for his ;‘ep_eated
request,

2. The document of Jan. 11. Introducing his document he writes:

“T wish to call your attention to my view on the following”. Especi-
ally three items are then entered upon: “I. Committee’s Presentation of
the Case; II. Synod’s Handling of the Case; and III, Conclusion”.

C. Recommendations: )

1. that Synod receive as information the document in which Rev.
Van Zee expresses his opinions; ,
) Adopted.

2. that Synod inform Rev. Van Zee:,

a. that the Home Missions Committee regularly reports its actions
to its own members, who in turn report to their respective classes; and
also reports to the synods annually ; -and

b. that the files of the Committee are open to synodical investigation
at any time; and

3. that Synod declare the Rev. Van Zee has adduced no evidence
which might induce this Synod to go into' any new investigation.

Ground: .

The grounds he adduces are without value. In the “grounds” ad-
duced 1 and 2 express personal feeling; 3 is a sweeping and unsub-
stantiated generalization; in 4 he maintains “there seems to be evi-
dence”; and in 5 he merely applies what he has said concerning the
Home Missions Committee to the Radio Committee, also.

, . Adopted.
(Protests and appeals continted in Art. 154)

ARTICLE 125

The Adv1501y Committee on Indian and Foreign Mission Matters,
cf. Art. 25, 96, 100, Rev. D. Drost reporting, presents the following:

I. HEaLTEH REGULATIONS:

A M ﬂz‘erzal

1. Agenda Report No 38-A. (See Supplement No. 38—A) 7

2. Acts of Synod 1942, Page 262, Supplement V-d. “Medical Exami-
nations for Missionaries.” V (4) S

B. Recommendation:

That Synod adopt the following add1t1on to Part V (4) of the regulaf
tions concerning the health of our missionaries adopted in 1942.

“In these cases the Board will assume responsibility for the medical
expenses for a period of six months, or for a sum not to exceed
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$1,000.00, if medical expenses reach that amount before the expiration
of six months.” ~

- Part V' (4) of the regulations concerning “Medical service to Mis-
sionaries and Families of Missionaries on the Field now reads in its
entn'ety

“Special cases, which our medical missionaries feel they themselves
are unable to take care of or treat in our own hospitals, may be sent
to specialists and well-eguipped hospitals at the expense of the Board.
In these cases the Board will assume responsibility for the medical
expenses for a period of six months, or for a sum not to exceed
. $1,000.00, if medical expenses reach that amount before the expiration
of six months. For Foreign fields, bills for such service will be paid
by the Mission Treasurer from the Station Fund, provided they have
been duly signed by the F.S.M.E. and first presented to the Mission
for its approval. For the Indian field, bills for such service will be
paid by the Board Treasurer provided they have been duly signed by
the F.S.M.E. In doubtful cases, the Board or its Finance Committee
shall make the final dec151on Adopted.

IT. Second ORDAINED MaN AT ZUNI

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38. bectlon 4, B, 9 (See Supple-
ment No. 38)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod grant permission to call Mr. Bernard Haven for Zuni
with the understandmg that Zuni shall not continue to have 2 ordained
men; and that arrangements be made for reassignment of Rev. C.
Kuipers, if Mr. Haven accepts the call.

Grounds:

1. Mr. Haven has experience in Mission work at Zuni.

2. There are other stations available where Rev. C. Kuipers could
carry on ‘mission work.

3. Rev. C. Kuipers has agreed to a transfer to another Mission
station. \ Adopted.

7

III.. N1GERIAN CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVE.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38 — A. VI. (See Supplement No.
38-AV])

B. Recommendation:

Rev. Peter Dekker has just returned on furlough from Nigeria.
Your Advisory committee recommends that he be given the privilege
of the floor when Sudan matters are discussed. Adopted.

iV BusineEss MANAGER IN NIGERIA.
."A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38. Section 7, C. (See Supplement
No 38, Sec. 7. C.)
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B. Recommendation:

That Synod authorize the Board to procure a business manager for

the Sudan Field, and 1cfer the matter of salary to the Budget Com-
mittee. :

Grounds:

- 1. The Lord’s blessing which has resiilted in the continuing expan-
. sion on the field requires it.

2. It will relieve' the missionaries of the care of business matters
and free them for the work of evangelism. . Adopted.

V. Tiv ExpaNSION.’

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38, Sec 7A, D. (Supplement No.
38, Sec. 7, A, D.)

B. Recommendation:

Synod authorizes the Christian Reformed Board of Missions to take
over responsibility for the Tiv field west of the Katsina Ala River,
providing that it be understood that the emphasis will always be placed
on the spread of the gospel, and the development of a single Tiv
Reformed Church, and that this be done gradually and as God shall
enable us. -FEach step shall be completed adequately to the mutual sa-
tisfaction of both missions before another step is taken.

Grounds:

1. The Tiv tribe lives in an area that is not only contiguous to our
mission field, but literally thousands of the Tiv tribe have migrated
across the river and infiltrated into the area occupied by the Hausa-
speaking people. Since we already have two stations among the Tiv
east of the Katsina Ala River, it seems a perfectly natural expansion
for uy to penetrate further into the Tiv tribe.

2. The Mission work which has been accomplished there has been
Reformed in character and the D.R.C.M. desires to have the work
continued in that manner.

Adopted.
VI. Garrve HousinG.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38-A, IV, A. (See Supplement No.

38-A, IV. A)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod approves the procurement of the needed house at Gallup
and grants permission to spend $18,000.00 for it from the special gifts
fund.

Grounds:

1. It is a better investment to own the needed prope1ty in Gallup
than to rent. )
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2. Our investment will not be lost if the home must be sold.

: Adopted.

VII. BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38-A, IV E. (See Supplement No.

38-A, IV E)

B. Recommendation: ‘

Your Advisory Committee recommends that Synod grant the fol-
lowing authority to the Board:

1. That a white missionary be assigned to work the Beautiful Moun-

tain area.

2. That he occupy the Nahaschltty parsonage for the present.

3. That he be given a native helper. )

4. That the native helper be Jocated in Beautiful Mountam and
housed 1n a trailer. )

5. That we allow for adequate budget to meet the demands of this
new station in the light of the above proposals.

Grounds:

1. There is 2 Mission Chapel at Beautiful Mountain.

2. There is a large Government school there.

3. It is a well-populated area. Adopted.

ARTICLE 126
. The Advisory Committee on Home Mission Matiers, cf. Art. 51, 54,
64, 69, 84, Rev. B. Pekelder reporting, presents the following:

1. REALIGNMENT oF Missions AND CHURCH EXTENSION.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 4. (Supplement No. 4)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod appoint a study committee with the mandate to elicit
the response of Consistories re the realignment of missions and Church
extension, to ‘promote discussion in our Church press, and to evaluate
the response and report to the Synod of 1955.

Grounds:

1. The membership of Synod is not fully acquainted with these ex-
tensive reports since they did not appear in the Agenda.

2. The constituency of our churches does not seem to be vitally con-
cerned and this fact ought to be determined. (See Art. 165)

Adopted.

II. CaLvINIST RESETTLEMENT SERVICE. : '

A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 14, 14-A. (Supplements 14, 14- A)

B. Background:

This Committee is engaged in a sponsorship procurenient program
for Holland immigrants into the United States. This Committee re-
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ceived accreditation from the Administrator of the Refugee Relief
Program, State Department, Washington, D. C..

C. Recommendation:

That the Committee be authorized by Synod to broaden the scope
of its sponsorship-procurement program in behalf of Holland Im-
nugrants of Reformed-Calvinistic faith who are eligible and have their
visas, but have only partial, inadequate sponsorship. This is to be
done jointly on a co-operative basis w1th potential sponsors.

Grounds: ‘

1. This would help the immigrants, ready and waiting to come, and
it would stréngthen some of our churches and home mission stations.

2. This would prevent considerable dispersion consequent to im-
migration with indiscriminate sponsorship. - Adopted.

11T, HOBOKEN BROADCAST.

"A. Material: :

A phone ¢all from Dr. Oussoren in wluch request is made that the
General Committee for Home Missions should finance a broddcast in
the Dutch language in-New York. The Dutch consul of New York
states there are between 10,000 and 12,000 Hollanders living in the
New York area who do not understand English. This broadcast costs
$65 per fifteen minutes, and the request 1s for one broadcast per week.

B. Recommendation:
‘That Synod do not_accede to this request.

Grounds:

1. The General Home Mission Committee received this request at
its meeting in February. Tt decided that “since it is deemed advisable
that the Eastern Home Mission Board should first express itself re
the need and‘feasibility of this broadcast, and no provision for this
expense has been made in the 1954 budget, a motion that authorization
‘be withheld prevails.” (Minutes of mieeting held Feb. 3, 4, 5, 1954;
Art. 4) No such expression has been received from the Eastem Home
Mission Board as of this date. :

2. The authorization of such expenditures calls for much closer
investigation than can be given at this time. Adopted.

ARTICLE 127
The Advisory Committee on Publication Matters, ci. Arts. 91, 99,
Rev. G. Stob reporting, presents the following request:
A. Material: A letter addressed to the Synod under date of January
18, 1954.

B. Contents: The Charles H. Cook Chui 1st1an Training School is an
interdenominational Christian Training Center for Indians. According
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to the letter there are Navajos and Zunis in the school, two of our
ministers have assisted in the school, and students of the school help
the Rev. C. Hayenga in his mission work.

Requesi: The school requests that it be given permission to put ad- -
vertising matter in The Banner. —

D. Recommendation: Synod refer this request to the Publication
Committee of our Church papers with power to act.

Ground: The Publication Committee has the authority to pass on
what advertising should be printed in our Church papers.
. ~ Adopied.
(Publication Matters continued in Art. 142) o

_ ARTICLE 128.
The Vice-President, Rev. N. G. Monsma presides.

- ARTICLE 129.

- The Advisory Committee on South India Mission Matters, Rcv J.
Geels reporting, presents the following:

1. Recommendation that Rev. Dr. P. Y. De Jong, Rev." B. Ypma,
and Miss A. Bosch, and Dr. H. J. Kreulen be glven the privilege of
the floor. . -Adopted.

2. Inasmuch as the recommendatlon of the Advisory Committee is
contrary to the advice of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions,
the Recommendation of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions
(Agenda Report 38) is presented first (See Supplement No. 38)
which reads:

We recommend that, if at all possible, we retam the. field.
Grounds:

1. We have accepted responsibility for the field.

2. The need on the field is as great as ever. -

3. We have already spent large sums of money on this field.

Discussion on this motion continues until the time of -adjournment.
(See Art. 134)

ARTICLE 130.
Synod dec1des to meet in evening session, 7:30 to 9:00 P.M.

ARTICLE 131

The Stated Clerk presents the Financial Report of the Synodical
Treasurer, Mr. T. Noordewier. (See Supplement No. 45)

~ Received as information and referred to the Budget: Cornmittee.

ARTICLE 132 :
Thls session is adjourned. Elder D. Van Hoff leads in prayer.



72 Acrs or Sy~Nop, 1954

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 17

Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 133 .
Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No. 254. Rev. T. C. Van Kooten leads
in prayer.
ARTICLE 134
- Synod resumes consideration of the South India Report. (Cf. Art.
'129)
The Recommendation of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions
to retain the South India field is ‘rejected by Synod.
Rev. J. Geels presents now the report of the Advisory Committee:

I. MATERIAL!
A. Report No. 38, Section Six. (See Supplement No. 38, Sec. 6)
B. Document of returned missionaries, De Jong, Ypma, Bosch. (See
Supplement No. 38-B)
C. Communication 6 of Oakdale Park Con51story re So. India.
(Supplement No. 38-C) ‘
~ D. Report of Special Investigation Committee for India — by Revs.
H. J. Evenhouse and A. H. Smit. (Supplement No. 38-D)
E. Document “Some Salient Facts Regarding the ‘South India
"Problem.”” (On File) .
F. All correspondence and documents pertaining to the South India

matter were made available to your committee. (On File Christian
Reformed Board of Missions) .

IT. ConFERENCES HELD.

A. With the Secretary of Missions, the Rev. H. J. Evenhouse.
- B. With Dr. H. J. Kreulen, member of the Mission Board and of
its special study committee on the So. India matter.

C. With the returned missionaries and later in the same session
with Rev. A. H. Smit in the presence of these missionaries.

D. With Dr. R. De Groot, President of the Board, Dr. H. J. Kreu-
len, and the Rev. A. Smit.

E. With the Rev. L. Sweetman.

I1I. STATEMENT OF THE SITUATION.

On Nov. 1, 1951 Mr. A, V. Ramiah 51gned a document in which
he agreed to the transfer of the Bellary and Mysore fields to the
Christian Reformed church, expressed his agreement with the Mis-
sion Order of the Christian Reformed Church, recognized the Organi-

zational Chart, and agreed that “all funds used for the work on the
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; India field, ‘including special gifts for the work, must be chauneled
- through the treasury of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions.”
It was not- until January of 1953 that our ordained missionaries from
the States arrived in India. The Board had already received some
complaints from its missionary Anne Bosch before this time and
was experiencing difficulty in securing acceptable financial reports
from the Ramiahs. It was hoped that these matters would be satis-
factorily solved after the arrival of our ordained men on the field.
The result, however, proved to be exactly the opposite. After a very
short time serious tensions developed. At last a Special Investigating
Committee from the Board, in the persons of the Revs. H. J. Even-
house and A. H. Smit, was sent to India. However, the tensions
instead of being resolved became still more aggravating and the three
missionaries returned home. Presently the Synod is faced with a
report from the Board and another report from the returned mis-
sionaries.
IV. TeE CENTRAL QUESTION.
Your Committee feels that within the limited time at its disposal
this Synod can hardly expect us to enter into all the details of the
. dispute between the various parties concerned. We therefore propose
to address ourselves to the Central Question as to whether our church
should retain the South India Mission Field or not, and to deal with -
such matters as are inseparably connected with answering that question.

V. Various Possipruiries. Your Committee envisages the following.
three possibilities. ’

A. Retain the ficld with the Ramiahs and send new wmissionaries.

1. Arguments in favor of this proposition:

a. We have accepted responsibility for the field.

b. The need on the field is as great as ever,

c. We have dlready spent large sums of money on this field. (a, b.
and c are the arguments of the Board. Cf. Supplement No. 38)

d. This plan recognizes the status quo of the mission and retains
on the field a man of great influence in that region and without whose
co-operation the Board despairs of retaining the field.

e. This is the proposal of the Board, namely to retain the field with
the Ramiahs. ’

f. The Board has a man ready to go to the field, whose visa has
already been secured.

2. Arguments against this proposition.

a. Although the returned missionaries favor keeping the field they
are definitely opposed to retaining the Ramiahs as missionaries.

b. This would mean to retain on the field and in a position of re-
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‘sponsibility, missionaries of whom thie Board says: “in our judgment
the Ramiahs have given evidence that they are not wholly reliable.”
This judgment follows upon the Investigation Committee’s testxmony
that “the conduct of the Ramiahs towards the new missionaries did
.contribute seriously to ‘the difficulties of the new missionaries, and
precipitated much of the misunderstandings on the field.”

c. Native workers on the field are p1esently divided pro— and anti-
the Ramiahs.

d. Thf: roots of this mission field are non-Calvinistic.

B. Retain the field without the Ramiahs.
1. Arguments in fovor of this proposition:

a. The arguments of the Board under A, 1, a, b, and ¢ above apply
also here.

b. This is the position of the returned missionaries who feel that
cooperation with the Ramiahs is impossible and who spent a longer
time on the field than any other representative of our church, with
the exception of the Ramiahs.

c. Even the Board itself has no full confidence in the Ramlahs

" 2. Arguments against this proposition:
a. The inherent difficulties in the field. (Cf A2 ¢ and d above.)

b. It is very doubtful whether we can get any missionaries into the

field without the cooperation of the Ramiahs.

¢ It is very doubtful whether any missionaries who might enter
the field without the co-operation of the Ramiahs could be expected to
do any fruitful work.

d. In view of the fact that even now we hold no title to the field,
nor to any appreciable property on the field, which is still in Ramiah’s
name, it is exceedingly doubtful whether with the dismissal of the
Ramiahs we could ever gain title to the field and its property.

e. A missionary in the service of the church should not be dismissed
in this abrupt and summary fashion unless it becomes absolutely neces-
sary.

C. Abandon the field.

1. Arguments in favor of this proposition.

a. Retaining the field either with or without the Ramiahs cannot be
done without serious misgivings as to future developments. We owe
it to our constituency that we ask their support only for fields that
have reasonable promise of consecrated and harmonious labors.

b. The roots of this whole mission field are non-Calvinistic and it

- would take some years to get the work here even somewhat in line
with Calvinistic principles. : :
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c. We do not now hold title either to the field or to its property.

2. Arguments against this proposition:

a. We might thus lose a real missionary opportunity. The need of
the field in India is tremendous. This is one of the countries still
open to mission activity in spite of infiltration ¢f Communism.

b. Abandoning the field is contrary to the advice of both the Boa1d
and of the returned missionaries.

c. We should not leave the field unless it is established beyond
reasonable doubt that co-operation with the Ramiahs is absolutely
impossible,

. d. Although we do not hold technical title to the field and its property,
the Board does have a document signed by Ramiah stating that he is

" willing and ready to make such transfer at any time convenient to
the Board.

VI. REcoMMENDATION oF Your ComMITTEE—(This recommendation
although not unanimous has the endorsement of a good majority of
_the advisory committee).
That Synod decide to abandon the South India MISSIOI‘I Field.
Adopted.

Grounds: )

1. Retaining the field either with or w1th0ut the Ramiahs cannot be
done without serious misgivings as to future developments We owe
it to our constituency that we ask their support only for fields that
have reasonable promise of consecrated and harmonious labors.

Adopted.

2. We do not now hold title either to the ﬁeld or to its property.

Adopted.

-3. 1f we as a Christian Reformed church desire further missionary
opportunity there are other fields where we can begin work from the
ground up in a truly Calvinistic way. Adopted.

(South India Matters continued in Art. 145)

. ARTICLE 135 .
This session is adjowrned. FElder P. Runia leads in prayer.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 18

Fifteenth Session

ARTICLE 136
Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No. 305:1-3, 5. Rev. J. Schuurmann
leads in prayer.
, ) ARTICLE 137
The roll is called. All delegates are present.
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ARTICLE 138
The minytes are read and approved.

ARTICLE 139 ‘
Rev. W. P. Brink registers a written protest against the decision to
abandon the South India Field (Art. 134, VI)) (cf. Supplement No.
47)
Rev. G. Stob registers a written protest against the same decision.
(cf. Supplement No. 48)
ARTICLE 140
. Synod decides that the Board of Foreign Missions is instructed to
~make adequate compensation to Mr. L. Sweetman for expenses in-
curred in connection with his purchase of equipment and supplies for
expected residence in India, and that full salary be paid him until he
has entered into another post of service. ‘

ARTICLE 141
The Advisory Committee on Church Order Matters, cf. Arts..101, 107,
Rev. G. Gritter reporting, presents the following:

I.' REPORTS OF SYNODICAL EXAMINERS.

A. Examination of Candidates.
~ The following Synodical Examinérs attended the Classical Examina-
tion of the following candidates and unanimously approved their ad-
mittance to the ministry of the Word and the Sacraments:

Candidates Classis Examiners Classis
John Morren, Paeific......ccooeeae John Visser, California
Cornelius Persenaire..................... John Hanenburg, Alberta

M. Ouwinga (Alt.), Pella
Alfred Hannink, Ostfriesland........J. H. De Haan, Wisconsin

Julius Vanden Hoek.........ccoevooon. . Wm. K. Reinsma, Pella
Richard Veldman, Minnesota South

Robert . Vermeer, Wisconsin ........... Sidney P. Miersma, Ostfriesland
Ed. Visser, Chicago South
H. J. Triezenberg, Chicago North

H. Bultje, Muskegon .......cccococeeenen R. J. Danhof, Grand Rapids East
William Huyser ........ccoveeeen. Wm. F. Vander Hoven, Grand Rapids
E. Palmer ..., A W, Hoogstrate, Holland /South
Peter Brouwer, Chicago South........ Nick Jansen, Wisconsin -

Theo. Verseput........cccceecoeceeee. ... R0l Veenstra, Chicago North

E. B. Pekelder, Kalamazoo

Jerrien Gunnink, Minnesota: South J. H. Rubingh, Minnesota North
A. Dusseljee, Orange City -
K. Tebben, Ostfriesland
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Candidates Classis Examiners Classis
Bernard Niemeyer, Kalamazoo........ C. Vanden Heuvel, Grand Rapids West
> D. Drost, Muskegon
J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland

Gerald Vanden Berg, Holland........ W. H. Rutgers, Grand Rapids.South
L. Veltkamp, Muskegon
J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland

Adrian Van Andel, California.......John Masselink, Orange City
’ C. Vander Ark, Pacific
John Geels, Pella

Gerrit Dokter, Sioux Center............ Richard Veldman, Minnesota South
A. Dusseljee, Orange City
J. H. Rubingh, Minnesota Noxrth

A. Walma, Grand Rapids South....C. Boomsma, Grand Rapids East .
C. Vanden Heuvel, Grand Rapids West
J. H. Bruinooge, Zeeland

“John M. Van Stempvoort, Alberta Richard Veldman, Minnesota South
Martin Woudstra....ooooeeeeeeeecacicerens H. C. Van Deelen, Sioux Center
Clavence J. Vos, Pacific

Harry G. Arnold, Minnesota North J. Vanden Hoek, Minnesota South
Kenneth R. Slager>..............
Charles Terpstra........cecciccoeeeeeee... Ho C. Van Deelen, Sioux Center

A. Dusseljee, Orange City

Bernard Byma, Chicago North.......Ed. Visser, Chicago South
. : A. Hoogstrate, Holland
) N. Jansen, Wisconsin
Andrew Zylstra, Zeeland................ Wm. Van Peursem, Grand Rapids South

Fred Bultman............. C. Vanden Heuvel, Grand Rapids West
(Classis Holland delegate absent)
Jay A. Wesseling, Ostfriesland.....Richard Veldman, Minnesota South
" J. H. De Haan, Wisconsin
John Geels, Pella

Jacob P, Bodnstra, Grand RapidsC. Vanden Heuvel, Grand Rapids West
Donald G. Negen................ /EastE. Van Halsema, Zeeland
Samugl Ten BrinK..o..ooooooooeoorn John A. Mulder, Grand Rapids South
Recommendation: Your committee recommends that Synod approve
of their work. Adopted.
B. “Colloguium Doctum” Examinations.

The {following Synodical Examiners attended the Classical “Col-~
_ loquium Doctum” examinations of ministers from other denominations
who had accepted calls to one of our churches. In all cases the
Examiners recommended that the Classes admit these brethren to the

. Ministry of the Word and Sacraments in the Christian Reformed
. Church. '



Minister
1, H. W. Kroeze
J. Van Harmelen

2. F. Guillaume

3. H. Van Andel

4. X, Hart

Classis

‘Denomination
Geref, Kerken Hamilton
Geref. Kerken Hamilton
Geref. Kerken East. Ont.
Geref. Kerken Pacific
Geref. Kerken Chatham

Framiner

C. Boomsma
J. Gritter

. Moes ]
W. Hekman®
A. Persenaire
0. Holtrop
J. Hanenburg
M. Ouwinga
J. W. Visser
C. Boomsma
W. Van Peursem
C. Spoelhof

Recommendatwn Your committee reccnnmends that Synod approve of their work.
C. Placement of Names of Ministers of Other Denominations on Nominations.

The following ministers of other denominations were placed on nomination by consistories with the approval
of the Synodical Examiners:

Minister
1. Colenbrander

2, H. Van Andel

3. J. Vander Staal
4. E. Dykstra

. Guillaume
. B. Den Brawe

. Kooistra
W. Viaanderen

Hwooge

Denomination
Geref. Kerken

Geref. Kerken
Geref. Kerken
Reformed Church of America
Geref. Kerken
Geref. Kerken

Geref. Kerken
Geref. Kerken

Consistory
New Westminster, B.C.

New Westminster, B.C.

New Westminster,
Sioux Falls

Toronto IT

Teronto IT

Red Deer

Red Deer

Examiner
J. Hanenburg
J. Visser
M. Ouwinga
J. Hanenburg
J. Visser
M. Ouwinga
J. Masselink
J. H. Rubingh
J. Vanden Hock
A. Persenaire
G. J. Vander Ziel

- C. Booinsma

C. Vos
C. Huissen
J. Vanden Hoek

Classis
Grand Rapids East
Chatham
Bastern Ontario
Chatham
Hamilton
Hudson
Alberta
Pella -
California
Grand Rapids East
Grand Rapids South

Hamilton
Adopted.

Classis
Alberta
California
Pella
Afdberta
California
Pella
Orange City
Minnesota Noith
Minnesota South
Hamilton
Chatham
Grand Rapids East
Pacifie
Sioux Center
Minnesote South

87
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Recommendation: Your committee recommends that Synod approve
the work of these examiners. Adopted.

. D. The Synodical Examiners (Revs. C. Boormsma, C. Spoelhof, and
J. ‘Gritter). of Classis Grand Rapids East, Hamilton, and Chatham,
respectively, report that they could not grant the request of the con-
sistory of Bowmanville, Ontario, that it be allowed to nominate a
minister of the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands.
. Received as information.

E. The Synodical Examiners (Revs. J. A. Mulder, E. Van Halsema,
and C. Vanden Heuvel) of Classis Grand Rapids South, Zeeland, and
Grand Rapids West, respectively, report that they attended the examina-
tion of Dr. H. Stob by Classis Grand Rapids Fast and advised that he
be admitted to the ministry of the Word and Sacraments.

Your committee recommends that Synod approve this action of
the Synodical Examiners. Adopied.

II.. MinisTERIAL StAarUs oF C. OLDENBURG.

Classis Kalamazoo informs Synod that the ministerial status of the
Rev. C. Oldenburg has ceased, since he has accepted an appointment
to Muskingum College of the United Presbyterian Church at New Con-
cord, Ohio. Received as information.

II1. Dgrosition or THE Rzv. PETER Vos.

A, Materiol: Report of the Committee appointed by the Synod of
1953 “to investigate the matter (re Peter Vos) in loco and seek to
resolve the differences between Classis Minnesota North and the Synod-
ical Examiners so that Classis Minnesota North may adjudicate the -
case in conformity with the agreement reached, and in the event such
adjudication is not achieved, to advise the next Synod.”

Report of the Synodical Examiners (the Revs. P. Miersma, H. C.
Van Deelen, and J. Vanden Hoek) of Classis Ostfriesland, Sioux
Center, and Minnesota South, who report that they advised Classis
Minnesota North that the Rev. P. Vos be deposed.

Communication from Classis Minnesota North informing Synod of
the deposition of the Rev. P. Vos.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod concur in the advice of the Synodical Examiners and
in the action of Classis Minnesota North. Adopied.

2. That Synod acknowledge with thanks the work of the committee
appointed by the Synod of 1953. The members of that committee
were Rev. G. Hoeksema, Rev. P. G. Holwerda, Rev. M. Arnoys, Mr.
George De Boer, and Mr. G. Evenhouse. Adopted

3. The Stated Clerk be instructed to return documents of classis
Minnesota North. Adopted: . ‘ '



80 ‘ ~ Acrts or Synop, 195‘4

IV. ArreAL oF 1HE CONSISTORY OF BEVERLY, ALBERTA, CANADA.

A. Elucidation: The consistory, upon ascertaining that sentiment in
" the congregation was about equally divided between calling a Christian
" Reformed minister or one from the Gereformeerde Kerken, nominated
a quartet of ministers, two of which were from the Gereformeerde
Kerken in the Netherlands. The counsellor sought approval of the
Synodical Examiners, (J. W. Visser, C. J. Vos, and M. Ouwinga),
who after considering the request disapproved on the following
grounds:

1. “No attempt has been made to secure a minister from our
denomination.

2. “No grounds were given for calling out of the denomination.

3. “The age of both men under consideration is considered too
advanced to be advisable.”

The consistory now appeals to Synod to overrule the advice of the
Synodical Examiners on grounds which may be summarized as fol-
lows :

1. That peace may be restored in the Beverly Church and other
churches. , '

2. That the grounds adduced by the Synodical Examiners are not
derived from the Church Order.

3. That the grounds adduced by the Synodical Examiners do not deal

" with the doctrine and conduct of the ministers concerned.

4. The consistory is responsible for and called to exercise care over
the congregation, ‘

5. The action of the Synodical Examiners constitutes a violation of
the right of the local church in that this right is being sacrificed to
maintain regulations which cannot be defended on the basis of either
Scripture or the Church Order.

The consistory then proceeds to offer a refutation of the grounds
adduced by the Synodical Examiners for their action. They call at-
tention to the following: '

1. As to Christian Reformed ministers: There is a shortage of
ministers; only a limited number can preach Dutch; many decline
calls to Canada.

2. As to assertion that consistory offered no grounds: It was under-
stood that the counsellor would present the case.

3. As to age of ministers ‘nominated: Several ministers who have
come to Canada from the Gereformeerde Kerken are older than the
two who were suggested. Furthermore, youth should not be em-

phasized at the cost of experience. '

B. Recommendation: That Synod sustaidl the Synodical examiners.
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Grounds: :

1. They acted in accord with the Synodical regulatmns Wthh ‘em-
phasize that a consistory must demonstrate that speécial needs' and
reasons exist for nominating a minister from outside the Chnst1an
Reformed Church. Cf. Schaver, Vol. II, p. 87, 88. :

2. Though they may not act arbitrarily, Synodical Examiners may
and should use discretion in evaluating each case. Adopted

V. AppesL oF THE BETHEL CONSISTORY, VANCOUVER, B C., CANADA'.

A. Elucidation:

The Synodical Examiners (the Revs. J. Hanenburg, M. Ouwinga,
and J. W. Visser) withheld approval of a nomination which included
the name of the Rev. J. A. Schep of Tasmania, Australia. The reasons
were

1. “The work which the Rev. Schep is performing for and among
the immigrants of the Reformed faith in Australia is a most valuable
service in that area where there are but few ministers to care for the
needs of the believers of Reformed persuasion.

2. “The age of the Rev. Schep (56 years) would hardly warrant
his coming to an entirely new field of labor in another strange land.’

3. “Your letter does not give any weighty reasons why your first
duo (or trio) should list a minister from this far-away land.”

The Bethel consistory appeals to Synod on the following grounds:

1. “That the consistory cannot see that the reasons given by the
- Synodical Committee are based upon Scripture or Church Order.

2. “That there- is inconsistency and lack of uniformity in our
churches, as requests of that nature have been granted to other con-
sistories.

3. “With the present system it appears to us that the authority of
the Synodical Committee is placed or taken above that of a consistory
and this is not in confornnty with Scripture or Church Order, as we
believe that the authority is given by Christ only to the consistory.”

B. Recommendation: Your committee recommends that Synod
sustain the Synodical Examiners.

Grounds: :

1. They acted in-accord with the Synodical regulations which em-
phasize .that a consistory must demonstrate that special needs and
reasons exist for calling a minister from outside the Christian Re-
formed Church. Cf. Schaver, Vol. II, p. 87, 88.

2. Though they may not act arbitrarily, Synodical Examlnels may
and should use discretion in evaluating each case.
3. Recognition of the decisions upon which churches agree in major

ecclesiastical assemblies is not a compromise of the authority of the
local church. Adopted.
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VI. NoMINATION OF MINISTERS FROM'THE GEREFORMEERDE KERKEN.

Synod being fully aware of, and sympathetic to the present need of
our Canadian churches:

1. Calls attention to the fact that we now have a goodly number of
Canadian students’ pursuing theological studies, who will D. V. be
eligible for calls to Canadian churches in the not too distant future.

o~

2. Urges those consistories who consider it imperative that ministers
from the Gereformeerde Kerken be considered as nominees, to obtain
information from the committee ad hoc appointed by the Classis in
question, and the Synodale Deputaten of the Gereformeerde Kerken
in the Netherlands, as to ministers recommended from the point of
view of age, ability to speak or to learn the English language, and
ability to adjust to the Canadian situation. As a general rule it is
considered advisable that a nominee shall not be over 40 years of age

VII. REPORT oF DELEGATES TO REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD OF
1953. (Supplement No. 41)

A. The report includes the following 51gn1ﬁcant items of informa-
tion:

1. The Synod decided to appoint a conmmittee on the Race ‘Question,
this committee to report to the next Ecumenical Synod. The American
members are: Dr. N. E. Stonehouse, Prof Weidenaar, and the Rev.
Harry Boer.

2. The Synod advised member churches of the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod not to join the World Council of Churches as now constituted,
and requested those Reformed Churches which are already members to
reconsider their position.

3. The Synod decided to appoint a committee to restudy certain
points in the Report on Creation and Evolution which had been re-
ferred to the various constituent churches by the Ecumenical Synod
of Amsterdam, 1949. This committee was also instructed to study such
additional points as require further investigation in the judgment of
the committee.

4. The Synod decided that the expenses of the Synod should be -
divided among the member churches according to their respective
ability. The share of the Christian Reformed Church in the expenses
of 1953 Ecumenical Synod was set at 19%.

5. The next Ecumenical Synod will meet in 1958.

B. Two matters evidently require definite action.

1. The proposals re Marital Problems have been referred to the
constituent churches for study. Cf. Acts of Ecumenical Synod, p. 17.

2. The Report on Women Voting at Congregational Meetings was
adopted and transmitted with the Synod’s commendation to the favor-
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able consideration of the constituent churches. Cf. Acts of Ecumemcal
Synod, p. 22.

C. Recommendatwns

1. That Synod appomt a committee to study and evaluate the propo—

sals re marital problems, this committee to report to the Synod of
1955. (See Art. 165) Adopted.

2. That Synod appoint a committee to study and evaluate the Report
on Women Voting at Congregational Meetings, this committee to take
into consideration the report. submitted by a study committee on this
question to our own Synod of 1930. (Acts of Synod, 1950, p. 267f.)
The committee is to report in 1955 (See Art. 165) Adoj)ted

VIII. MiNisters’ PENSION AND RELIEr Funb.

. Material: Agenda Report No. 21-A. (Supplement No. 21- A)

B. Information:

1. The Rev. E. Ubels died May 1, 1954, leavmg Mrs. Ubels, with
five children, as pensioner.

2. The following pensioners were removed by death: the Rev. J.
Cupido and the Rev. G. J. Haan, both of whom leave a widow.

3. Mrs. Francis Steenland (now Mrs, M. Vander Velde) advised the
Board of her marriage May 14, 1954. As of that date she was no
longer a pensioner,

C. The Board presents the following proposal as an amendment to
the Rules for the Administration of the Pension and Relief Funds:

“A minister, who was ordained in another church and who has been
'installed as a minister in-our church, and who did not receive a refund
when he entered our Church, can be accepted as' a member of our
Ministers’ Pension plan providing he contributes 4%4% of his salary
each year for the number of years spent in the ministry outside our
church. The number of years in which he shall be required to con-
tribute 414 % shall not be in excess of the number of years between the
date installed in our church and the year 1940. After completion of
payment for the number of years specified he shall continue to pay at
the current rate of 3%4%.”

Your committee advises the adoption of this proposed amendmént.

Adopted.

IX. INTERPRETATION oF DECISION RE BAPTISM OF ADOPTED CHILDREN,

A. Material: Overture 16.

B. Comment: The Synodical decision referred to reads: “That this
1930 decision in no way justifies the molestation of anyone who,
whether as church member or in the specific capacity of office-bearer,
may have conscientious scruples against the administration of the
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" saerament - of baptism to such children.”: Cf. Acts-1936, Art. 103 B,
p. 54. ,
C. Recommerdation: Synod declare that according to the deusxon
of 1936, a consistory has the right to refuse permission to. baptIZe
adopted children. Adopted.
(Church Order Matters contmued in Art 153) ..

' ARTICLE 142 .
The Advisory Comimittee on Piublication Matters, cf. Arts 91 99,
127 Prof. M. Berghuls reporting, présents the followmg

I. Tus COMMITTET ON ]':DUCATION

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 29. (Supplement No. 29)
B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod grant the request of thé Committee on Education that
it be represented at Synod by its secretary, the Reverend A. Hoekema,
and that he be given. opportunity to elucidate  and defend 1ts report
if necessary. Adopted.

2. That Synod approve the change proposed by the Committee on
Education, namely, that Systematic Christian Doctrine be taught. to

ages 12 and 13, whereas Cornpendmm I and II be taught to ages 14
and 15. .

Grounds .

a. At this age (14 and 15) the material content of the Compendlum
can be taught more effectively, and grasped more fullly than at the
earlier age (12 and 13). .

. b. At this age the students can “be expected to memorize. the Com—
pendium more readily in its final, unabridged form than at the earlier
age. ' ,
. c. If the proposed change is adopted, ‘the . Compendium in its ﬁnal
form will be taught nearer to the time of profession of faith, and
also nearer to the time of the final Compendium review course (Ad--
vanced Compendium, Age 17) than under. the previous arrangement.
Adopted.

3. That Synod refer the nonnnatlons submxtted by the Committee to

the Committee on Appointments. (See Article 165) Adopted.

4. That Synod express appreciation for the labors of the retmng
member, the Reverend Harold Dekker Adopted.

Il REALIGNMENT oF COMMITTEE SIRUCTURE AND APPOINTMENT. OF
A SECRETARY OF EDUCATION.

A. Materials:

© 1. Agenda Report No. 29-A, Section I, A, & B {Supplement No
'29-A, Sec.-1-B)-
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ARTICLES 143, 144, 145 8.

- 2. Agenda Report No. 24-A;.Section 3. (Supplement 24-A) .
3. Agenda Report No. 32-A; Section D. (Supplement No. 32-A)

B. The recommendations of the Committee on Education are found

in the Agenda Report No. 29-A, Section I-B, ( See Supplement No.
29-A, See I-B)

- C. Recommendation.

That Synod recommit the recommendations concerning the realign-
ment of committee structure and appointment of a secretary of educa-
tion to the Committee on Education for re-study and recommendation
in consultation with the Sunday School Lesson Planning Committee
and the Publication Commlttee The Committee should report to the
Synod of 1955. ’ ‘ a

. G{ounds.

- 1. Tt would appear from the report of the Committee on' Education
that a secretary of education might be needed to serve in an over-all
editorial and administrative capacity and to assist in furnishing leader-
ship in the Church’s educational task.

2. The Sunday School Lesson Planning Commlttee feels that “‘despite
its expressed approval of the establishment of the post of secretary of
education, thé report is premature and shotild be returned to the com-
mittees involved for consiiltation, study, and recomrmendations.”

3. The Publication Committee feels that “we should have been ap-
proached to discuss this whole plan and be given time to envision its
meaning and consider its feasibility. . Adopted.

(Publication Matters continued in Art. 161)

' . ARTICLE 143 :
This session is adjourned. Elder G. Tinholt leads in prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 18
Sixteenth Session '

. ARTICLE 144 '
. Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No. 89:1-4. Rev. G. Stob leads in
prayer. :
ARTICLE 145
_The Advisory Committee on South India Matters, cf. Arts, 129
134, Rev. J. Geels reporting, presents the following:

- I. THE ORDINATION O0F WYCLIFFE AND JOHN
-(See Supplements No.. 38, 38-B)

A. Elucidation: The ordination of M. J. Wycliffe and M. E. ]ohn by
Dr. De Jong and Rev. Ypma is discussed in Agenda Report No. 38.



86 Acts orF Synop, 1954

The statement is as follows: “This matter of ordination and its irregu-
larities be called to the attention of Synod.” The same matter is dis-
cussed particularly in the report of the three m1$51onanes (See Sup-
plement No. 38-B)

B. Recommendatwm:

1. Synod does not approve of the action of missionaries De Jong
and Ypma in ordammg M. ] Wrycliffe and M. E. John. -

o

- Grounds:

a. The missionaries exceeded any authority given them by synodical
action or the ordination form. Adopted.

"b. The motives for ordination are open to criticism and imply judg-
" ments which Synod is not prepared to make. Adopted.

c. The Christian Reformed Church has not officially recognized the
church with whose- cooperation the ordination was performed, nor is
there any official connection existing between these churches. Adopied.

2. Synod disowns any responsibility for the status of M. J. Wycliffe
and M. E. John as ordained men. Adopted

Grounds:
a. The qualifications of the men have not been established.
b. Their present actions are quite beyond Synod’s control.

. ¢. The ordination was not performed by virtue of the direct or dele-
gated authority of Synod. Adopted

3. Synod refrains from passing Judgment on the validity of the or-
dination as such.

Ground: It is not within the provmce of Synod to declare itself on
what some other church shall do as to ordination. Adopted.

IT. PusrLic STATEMENT RE SoUTH InDIA MIissioN

Recommendation of your committee:

That Synod make the following statement to our church public
through our Church Papers:

A. Synod informs our church public that it has decided to abandon
the South India field. Synod is not convinced that this field offers
promise of that measure of harmonious and consecrated labors neces-
sary for the hearty support of our people.

B. Synod deems it regrettable that the returned missionaries felt
themselves compelled to leave the South India field so soon after their
arrival on the field. Synod is not convinced that this action was in-
evitable.

C. Synod deeply regrets that a situation involving very serious ten-
sions, developed on the South India field: a situation for which all par-
ties in the dispute were in some measure responsible and a situation
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which precipitated the departure of our missionaries from the field so
soon after:their arrival.

‘D. Synod is not in a position to exercise censorious judgment upon
the various parties that were involved in the dispute, nor does it believe
that such a course of action would serve the best interests of the cause

of missions, It therefore leaves this matter to the Searcher ‘of hearts
Who knows all; Adopted.

III SYNOD InsTRUCTS THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BoARD OF MISSIONS

. to.take the necessary steps to disengage ourselves from the South

India Field, and to discharge any financial and moral commit-
ments we may have to the Field and its workers. Adopted.

ARTICLE 146 |

The Advisory Committee on Varia Matters, cf. Arts. 56, 82, 83, 85,
Rev. H. Erffmeyer reporting, presents its Report on Labor Matters.

Synod adopts the following procedure:

Mr. C. Van Valkenburg, signer of the Minority Report 1953,
granted the privilege of the floor.

The Report of the Advisory Committee is read.

‘The Minority Report (Acts, 1953, Sup. 26, p. 403) is read.

The Majority Report (Acts, 1953, Sup. 26, p. 398) is read.

Overture 22 (Classis Hackensack) is read.

I. LABOR MATTERS

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 42 (Supplement No. 42).

B. Analysis:

1. The Synod of 1953 appointed this committee to carry out the fol-
lowing mandate: “that a study committee be appointed to: (1) place this
matter on the table of every consistory in the Christian Reformed

‘Church. (2) obtain their reactions; (3) evaluate these, and (4) re-
- port to the Synod of 1954.” (p. 128: Acts '53).

2. This mandate was discharged by:

a. placing all revelant material in the hands of consistories;

b. obtaining reactions of consistories through a questionnaire pre-
pared by the committee

¢. compiling these reactions in Agenda Report No. 42; and

d. reporting these by means of Agenda Report No. 42. (See Sup-
plement No. 42) -

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod, in the light of this report, now address itself to the
Majority and Minority reports of the Labor Policy Committee pre-
sented to the Synod of 1953,
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Ground:

According to the decision of Synod of 1953 these matters are now
legally before Synod since the Synod of 1953 decided: “3. That recom-
mendation 3 of the advisory committee be held in abeyance until this
study has been.completed, and that meanwhile the Board of Trustees
and other denominational boards abide by the decision of Synod of
1950 re Labor Policy. Adopted.” (p. 128 Acts '53). The recommenda-
tion 3 referred to is as follows: “3. In reply to the question, What is
to be Synod’s policy regarding the specific problem of awarding con-
tracts, to build denominational buildings, to those who are bound by
the closed shop policy in the employment of ‘workers, your advisory
committee recommends the adoption of the recommendations of the
majority committee on Labor Policy.” (p. 127: Acts *53). Adopted.

~ 2. Your advisory committee recommends that Synod adopt the rec-
ommendations of the majority report of the committee on Labor Policy:

“Synod should adopt the following recommendations as offering the
most equitable solution to the Problem which the denominational Board
has encountered in its construction reports.

a. Synod adheres to the decision of 1950. Art. 85,4.

‘Synod decides that in awarding eventual future contracts for con-
struction projects, the Board of Trustees and other denominational
Boards, shall exert themselves to the utmost to safeguard the rights of
those whose conscientious convictions prevent them from affiliating
with so-called Neutral Unions.’ ’

Grounds:

(1) Synod should lend support to the Christian Conscience Wthh it
has -cultivated by means of its own pronouncements and instructions.
It should do this in places where it has immediate jurisdiction.

" (2) Synod should sustain its own pronouncements re the need of
fostering Christian Organizations, if they are to become truly effective.

b. Synod decides upon the following procedure to effectively safe-
guard the rights of its people on its own building projects.

(1) The denominational Boards shall ask for bids from qualiﬁed and
reliable contractors, with the understandmg expressly stated in the con-
ditions of the contract that:

No contractor or subcontractor shall be prevented from working on
the proposed building because of his affiliation or non-affiliation with
any labor organization.

No individual shall be excluded from working on the proposed build-
ing because of his affiliation or non-affiliation with any Union.

Ground: ,

Synod should not allow any organization, which refuses to recognize
the Christian convictions of its membership- re labor organizations, to
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impose its will upon our people in positions where Synod has the au-
thority and the power to prevent it.

Past experience teaches that such an instruction is necessary to make
the decision (under “a” above) effective.

(2) 'In the event that no bids are received on this basis (pt (1) ) or
the bids received are exorbitant Synod grants the Boards the right to
erect buildings on a non-competitive basis under proper supervision.

(3) If the above procedure (2) in the judgment of the Board, is in-
advisable, it shall present the matter with its recommendations to the
following Synod.

Ground:
~ There must be protection against exorbitant bidding as well as against
discrimination against conscientious objectors.

¢. Synod decides that only in such places where the above-mentioned
procedure cannot be followed a Board is permitted to follow another
labor policy. In such cases it should be made clear to the Church at
large that there is no other alternative.”

Recommendation of the Minority report:

“That Synod should refrain from making a directive to the Board
regarding ‘the right or wrong method of economic organization in em-
- ployer-enployee relations as a part of the contract involved in building
projects and should refrain from stipulating a procedure that makes
distinctions in labor union affiliations based on the mode of member-
ship organization. Adopted. /

3. Your advisory committee recommends that Synod now address
itself to the overture 25 and 47 to the 1953 Synod and to the communi-
cation of Mr. Joseph Gritter (Supplement 26a: Acts ’53)

Ground: These overtures were not answered by the appointment of
and mandate given to the Study Committee in 1953. Adopted.

4. Your advisory committee recommends' that in respect to these
overtures of Classes Chatham and Hamilton and the communication of
Mr, Joseph Gritter, Synod reaffirm the position of the church expressed
in 1943, 1945, and 1946. The Synod’s stand of 1946 is as follows:

“Now, in the light of the manner in which the Synod of .1943 and
also previous Synods circumscribed the term ‘so-called neutral labor .
unions’ when these Synods affirmed that membership in such unions
and membership in the church are compatible, your committee advises
Synod to adopt the following recommendations:

A. Synod declare that the position adopted by the Synod of 1943 and
by previous Synods; namely, that “church membership and member-
ship in so-called neutral labor 'unions are compatible” is based upon
the following grounds: .
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1. Becoming a member of such a so-called neutral labor union does
not as such constitute a sinful act, inasmuch as according to Synod’s
circumscription such unions as here meant give no constitutional war-
rant to sin, and do not show in their regular activities that they
. champion sin or that they are in conflict with the universal principles
of justice contained in the Word of God. ‘

2. It follows that becoming a member of a so-called neutral labor
union, as thus described, does not constitute a censurable act.

3. To adopt the principle, making it applicable to every case, that
church membership is incompatible with membership in labor unions
which give no constitutional warrant to sin and which do not show in
“their regular activities. that they champion sin or that they are in con-
flict with the universal principles of justice contained in the Word of
God would amount to dangerous separatism, which is condemned by
Scripture, John 17:15, I Cor, 5:9-11. See explanation of these pas-
sages-in the Agenda of 1926, pp. 116-117.

B. With respect to membership in organizations (in any sphere, in-
cluding labor) which do give constitutional warrant to sin and/or show
in their regular activities that they do champion sin, Synod call the
attention of the church to the Report on Corporate Responsibility,
whose conclusions were adopted by the Synod of 1945, and which gives

adequate advice to consistories and classes with respect to this matter. =

See Acts of the Synod of 1945, Article 100. Note also the detailed
exegesis of the Scripture-passagés upon whtch these conclusions are
based, Agenda, 1945, pp. 28:37.

C. Whereas it is undeniable that many organizations in whatever
sphere (whether labor, business, or professional) have assumed or
tend to assume a character which excludes them from the class of so-
called neutral unions, as circumscribed by the Synod of 1943, and places
them in a class of organizations against which the Synod of 1945 has
issued a warning, and whereas membership in such worldly unions or
organizations entails moral and spiritual danger, Synod repeat the ex-
hortation given in the Conclusion of the Report on Corporate Respon-
sibility and adopted by the Synod of 1945; namely, that wherever
feasible our people “establish and promote definitely Christian organ-
izations in the social sphere.”

- Grounds:

a. These are principles that Synod adopted in respect to labor union
membership,

b. These principles are sufficient to guide the Church in respect to
labor matters. .

- ¢ The implementation of these principles is not in the province of
Synod. Adopted.
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II. OVERTURE ON LABOR MATTERS ’
A. Material: Overture No, 22 of Classis Hackensack.
B. Analysis:
1. This Overture is both a protest and an overture.

© 2. It is a protest against the action of Synod of 1953 and against the
appointment of Mr. Joseph Gritter to the Study Committee on Labor
Matters by that Synod. Classis Hackensack contends that Synod failed
to address itself to the specific recommendations of Classes Chatham
and Hamilton but instead received for consideration a set of resolu-
tions on the labor question formulated by the Advisory Committee on
Varia and referred these together with other materials, to a Study
Committee with an wholly indefinite mandate. And that Synod itself
instead of dealing directly with the overtures of Classes Chatham and
Hamilton, took occasion from these overtures to 1n1t1ate a complete
reconsideration of the whole labor union question.

3. In the overture Classis Hackensack asks:

a. That Synod now address itself specifically to the propoéals em-
bodied in the overtures of Classes Chatham and Hamﬂton and give its
answer to each of them.

b. That Synod proceed to a consideration of both the Majority and
- Minority Reports of the Study Committee on Labor Policy appointed
by the Synod of 1952 and reporting to the Synod of 1953.

c. That Synod receive as information the material offered by the
Study Committee on Labor Matters appointed by the Synod of 1953,
but that Synod do not accept as properly before it the recommendations
(if any) of that Committee.

C. Recommendations:

L. In answer to the protest in A. 1. of Classis Hackensack’s Over-
ture, your advisory committee recommends that Synod declare that it -
has addressed itself to the material in the overtures of Classes Chatham
and Hamilton. Adopted.

2. In answer to A. 2. your advisory committee recommends that
Synod declare that it was in order to place-Mr. Joseph Gritter on this
Study Committee.

Ground: Even though Mr. Gritter was vitally interested in this mat-
ter, it did not concern his person. Adopted.

3. In answer to B. of this overture of Classis Hackensack, your ad-
visory committee recommends that Synod inform Classis Hackensack

that these matters have now been disposed of in connection with
Agenda Report No. 42. (See Art. 146, 1) Adopted.
4. Your advisory committee recommends that Synod declare that

this be its answer to the overture No. 22 of C1a551s Hackensack.
Adopted.
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ITL. ComMUNICATIONS ON LABOR MATTERS

A. Materials: .

1. Communication from the Board of the Muskegon League of Re-
formed Men’s Societies. Received as information.

2. Communication from the Northside Christian Reformed Church
of Passaic, N. J. '

B. Analysis: ‘

. This is a complaint registered by the above named Consistory -re-
garding the handling of the labor matter by the Committee appointed
by .the Synod of 1953. This Consistory contends that sufficient time
was not- given for careful consideration of the questionnaire sent by
the committee involving a matter so serious and far-reaching. They
would like Synod to take steps to insure that such conditions do not
occur again.

C. Recommendation:

Your advisory committee recommends that Synod declare that Study
Committees that are given the mandate to gather facts and reactions of
Consistories should give these consistories adequate time to consider
such matters in keeping with the importance and character of such
matters, Adopted.

(Varia Matters continued in .Art. 163)

ARTICLE 147
Synod- decide§ to meet in evening session, 7:30 to 11 :00.

ARTICLE 148
' This session is adjourned. Elder J. Last leads in prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 18

Seventeenth Session

ARTICLE 149
Synod sings Psalter-Hymnal No. 390:1, 4. Rev. A. A. Koning leads
in prayer. .
ARTICLE 150
Rev. J. Vander Ploeg is present in the place of Rev. J. O. Bouwsma.
He expresses agreement with the Declaration of Agreement.

, ARTICLE 151 )
Prof. R. B. Kuiper submits his acceptance of his appointment to the
Presidency of Calvin Seminary. Received as information.

ARTICLE 152
Rev M. Monsma submits his acceptance of his appointment as Pro-
fessor of Practical Theology. Received as information,
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ARTICLE 153
The Advisory Committee on Church Order Matters, cf. Arts, 101,
107 141, Rev. G. Gritter reporting, presents the following:

I DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 17 (Supplement No. 17)

B. Comment: Synod is faced not only with the report of our own
study- committee, but also with the material of the Ecumenical Synod
on Marital Problems which has been referred to the constituent
churches for study. It is apparent from the contents of both reports
that there is disagreement on some vital points.

C. Recommendations:

1. That-Synod continue the present committee instructing them to
review their report in the light of the material re this matter referred
to us by the Ecumenical Synod of 1953, to see whether they wish to
alter their own report in any way.

2. That this committee and the committee appointed to study the
material of the Ecumenical Synod on Marital Problems shall confer
with each other before they report to the Synod of 1955.

Grounds:

a. In this manner the two committees will have the benefit of one
another’s findings.

b. It may be possible that in this manner Synod of 1955 will be in a
position to present an official declaration re marriage and divorce to
the constituent churches of the Ecumenical Synod, and the Ecumenical
Synod of 1958. (See Art. 165) Adopted.

II. CaurcHE ORDER REVISION,
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 19, (Supplement No. 19)
B. Comment: The committee concludes its report with the state-

ment: “We do not at present have any recommendations to present, but

propose to continue operating under the instructions given to us by the
Synod of 1953.” ‘

C. Recommendation:
That Synod gratefully acknowledge the work of the committee,
Adopted.

ITI. ANENT RULES OF SYNODICAL PROCEDURE.

A. Material: Overture No. 9.

B. Elucidation:

The consistory of the First Christian Reformed Church of London,
Ontario, Canada feels that in recent years certain practices are creep-
ing into our Synodical procedure which tend to hinder the work of our
Synods; tend to do injustice to certain committees; and make for a
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spirit of dissatisfaction in the church. It maintains that this is caused
by a weakness in the Rules for Synodical Procedure. After some dis-
cussion of the rules, the overture presents three propositions for the
improvement of the existing rules, each proposition being supported
by a series of grounds. In these three proposals Synod is urged to
decide:

1. “More emphasis shall be placed on the rule regarding the Pro-
gram Committee: It shall be the duty of this committee to advise
which matters shall be laid d1rectly before Synod . . , As many matters
as posmble shall be treated.’

. “Committees appointed by previous synods shall through the1r
cha1rman or secrefaries present their reports directly to Synod, for
elucidation and discussion and action on points not referred to advisory
committees. -

3. “Synod adds to its rules governing the work of advisory commit-
tees the following:

They shall in their report on a matter present recommendations found
in it, with their own advice as to the merit of these recommendations.

They may not alter these recommendations, but must present them
just as they are found, with their reaction.

In case they are asked to advise Synod on a majority and minority
report they shall summarize both reports and present the recommenda-
tions found in both -followed by an appra1sa1 of both and advice as to
action on both.

Having presented recommendations found in reports and having
given their appraisal of them, they may offer to Synod alternative
formations.”

C. Evaluation: It appears to the advisory committee that much of
the criticsm expressed by the consistory of our synodical procedure is
not against the- Rules for Synodical Procedure as such, but against
"the specific application or lack of application of these rules in certain
instances.

D. Recommendation:

1. That Synod refrain from adoptmg the proposals presented in the
overture.

Grounds:

a. The gist of these proposals is already contained in the existing
rules. Adherence to these rules will prevent the condition which the
overture aims to correct.

b. The practicability of the proposed changes is doubtful. Adopted
2. That Synod declare that the above decision constitutes its answer

.to the overture from the consistory of the First Christian Reformed
Church of London, Ontario, Canada. Adopted.
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ARTICLE 154
The Adwsory Committee on Protests and Appeals, cf. Arts: 109, 115,
121, 124, Rev. A. A. Koning reporting, presents the following:

I. AppEAL oF Rev. Harrv R. BoEk (See Art. 124)
A, Material:

" 1. Letter of appeal from Rev. Boer, dated May 7, 1954, and ad-
dressed to the Synod; and

-2. Copy of protest of Rev. Boer to the Synod of 1953.

B. Analysis:

In 1951 Rev. Boer was installed as Professor in the Seminary. The
Synod of 1952 decided “That Professor Harry Boer’s tenure of office
be terminated” and “The tenure of office of Prof. Boer is terminated”.
(Cf. Arts 1952, D on p. 99; and p. 102). Rev. Boer wrote a letter to
Synod, resting in the decision taken (p. 115, item 2). Synod noted with
deep appreciation the tone of this letter (p. 115, item 4).

In 1953 Rev. Boer notified the Synod that he withdrew his letter of
acquiescence, and protected the action of 1952. Now he appeals the
answer given in 1953, and requests that his 1952 protest be recon-
sidered.

C. Recommendation:
.We recommend that the Synod do not accede to the request of the
Rev. Harry R. Boer.

Grounds:

1. The Synod of 1952 made a very long study of the case. The whole
matter was carefully considered in strict executive session. The sincere
desire of that Synod that the matters be kept strictly confidential for
the welfare of the churches should be humbly heeded by all;

2. The Synod of 1953 gave Rev. Boer a carefully formulated an-

swer, yet at the same time, took essentially the same position and
sacredly guarded the confidential nature of the decisions taken by
Synod 1952; and

3. Rev. Boer adduces no new material which might constrain Synod
to enter upon his case. Adopted.

NOTE: Prof. H. Stob presents his advice in writing as previously
requested by Synod (cf. Art. 124).

II. AppEAL oF THE ALPINF AVE, CONSISTORY FROM A DECISION OF
CLAss1s GRAND Rapips WEST.
A. Material:
1. The appeal of the Alpine Ave. consistory.
2. The reply of Classis G. R. West.
B. Copy of entire Protest:
Introductory Information
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Classis Grand Rapids West at its meeting of September 15, 1953
passed the following motion: “In case of more than one minister from
one church, classis shall by vote decide whether to seat the extra min-
ister(s) as full voting members.” The consistory of the Alpine Avenue
Christian Reformed Church presented an overture to the Jan. 19, 1954
meeting of Classis Grand Rapids West asking that this action be re-
scinded. This overture was defeated. - ‘

As a result of this action Classis Grand Rapids West has permitted
the seating of three voting delegates from the Twelfth St. Christian
Reformed Church; the regular pastor, a delegated elder, and an or-
dained minister who is working for the Twelfth St. Christian Re-
formed Church in a neighborhood evangelism project at Comstock Park.

The consistory. of the Alpine Ave. Christian Reformed Church ap-
peals to Synod for adjudication in this problem of representation at
classical meetmgs :

Grounds:

1. This decision is contrary to Article 41 of Church Order Wthh
states: “The classical meetings shall consist of neighborhood churches
that respectlvely delegate with proper credentials a minister and an
elder”.

2. This decision is contrary to Article 42 of Church Order which
states: “Where in a Church there are more ministers than one, also
those not delegated according to the foregoing article shall have the
fight to attend classis with advisory vote.” -

: The Classis, in seating this brother has used as its authority the
Jurlsdlction granted it by Synod of 1930 as regards the seating of cer-
taln home missionaries. The decision of the Synod of 1930, Art. III,

146, does not apply. It is specifically for certain home mission-
aries not connected as minister with a congregation which they serve.
The brother is not under the jurisdiction of the Home Mission Board,
but is laboring under the supervision of the consistory of the Twelfth
St. Christian Reformed Church. His salary is not paid in any. part by
the Home Mission Board but in its entirety by the church.

4. “Every church unit is a self-governing manifestation of the body
of Christ standing on a par as to rights and authority with every other
church.” Monsma and Van Dellen, Church Order Commentary, pg.
190. This principle has been violated.

C. The Problem: _ ,

Classis Grand Rapids West was confronted with the problem of
seating the Rev. W. Swierenga, employed by Twelfth St. consistory for
evangelization work in Comstock Park, as delegate from the Twelfth
St. Consistory. Classis took the following decision (Sept. 15, 1953):

“In case of more than one minister from one church, classis shall by
vote decide whether to seat the extra minister(s) as full voting mem-
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bers”. In line with this decision Classis seated him as delegate, basing
its action on the decision of the Synod of 1930 (p. 146,b).

The Alpine Ave. consistory protested both the decision. of Classis,
and the action of seating the third delegate from Twelfth St. consis-
tory, maintaining that the 1930 synodical decision did not apply in this
case; as Rev. Swierenga could not qualify as Home Missionary in the
sense of the term as there used.

D. Recommendations:.

1. Insofar as the appeal of the Alpine Ave. consistory against the
Sept. 1953 decision of Classis Grand Raplds West is concerned Synod
sustain the protest.

Ground: 1t is clearly contrary to Church Order. 4 pproved

. 2. Insofar as the consistory appeals the seating of Rev. Swierenga
as third delegate from the Twelfth St. consistory is concerned, we
recommend that Synod do not sustain.

Grounds:

a. Synod, in its decmon of 1930, declares a Home Missionary may
be delegated by a consistory and may be seated by a classis;

b. This minister was called as Home Missionary; and

c. Since the term Home Missionary is not precisely defined in the

1930 synodical decision he must be considered to. fall under its pro-
visions. Adopted.

ITI. Untrep YouTH MOVEMENT

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 9 (Supplement No. 9)

B. Recommendations:

1. that Synod acknowledge gratefully the work of the committee ; .

2. that Synod take thankful note of the progress of our United Youth
Movement, among our youth in the States and in Canada; and in their
relation to the Church;

3. that. Synod direct a special word of thanks to- Mrs. Clarence
Bouma for her faithful services of the past seven years; and

4. that Synod refer the matter of a new appointment to.the Com-
mittee on Appointments, (See Art. 165) Adopted.

ARTICLE 155
The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters, cf. Art. 52, Elder E.
Hoogstra reporting, presents the following:

1. RErORMED Cuvurcu or HamirTon, NEw ZEALAND

A. Material:

1. Letter from this church dated Way 23, 1954, requesting financial
assistance.

2. Descriptive pamphlet
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' B. Recommendotion: ‘
Synod do not accede to the request for financial support. - - -
Ground: At a time when requests for special offerings and increased
quotas are increasing, the Synod holds that approval of support of out-
side causes should be kept at a minimum. This 1s in accordance with
the spirit of overtures 5 and 11. Adopted. ' '

AL AwmEricany WALDENsSIAN A SocieTy _
A, Material: - : ' IR L

L. -Letters from this organization dated. April 30, 1954, May- 27, 1954,
- and June 19, 1953. R o

2. Miscellaneous pieces of promotional literature,

B. Recommendation: '

Synod do nét accede to the request for financial support.

Ground: No financial data submitted. At a time when requests for
special offerings and increased quotas are increasing, the budget com-
mittee holds that approval of. support of outside causes should be kept
at a minimum. Adopted. e L e

.

III. BrarLLe ,PUBLICAT#ONS_

A. Material: o ‘ .

1. Letter dated April 5, 1954, requesting financiat aid, - -

‘2. Copy of constitution and- financial report.

B. Recommendation.: o S

Synod do not accede to the request for financial support.

Grounds: This operation is small and very limited in scope. This
type of operation could be financed locally. Adopted.,

IV..CausEes RecomMENDED -
A. For one or more oiferings
1. Korean Reformed Spiritual Relief
2. Christian Seamen’s Home =~
3. Soldiers Fund _ _ : _
4. Relief Fund for Unordained Mission Workers (Comunittee of
Pensions, Christian Reformed Board of Missions.)
§. Back to God Hour Television Series. Adopted.
B. Accredited Causes S
1. National Union of Christian Schools.
a. General Fund \
b. The Christian School Educational Foundation
_ ¢. The Christian. School Employee's Temporary Relief Fund .
2. Christian Labor Association ‘ '
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3. World Home Bible League ‘
4. -Christian Sanatorium {Goffle Hill)
5. American Bible Society (U.S. Churches only)
6. Lord’s Day Alliance
7. Bethesda Sanatorium
8. Pine Rest Christian Association
9. Reformed Bible Institute
10. British and Foreign Bible Somety (Canadlan Churcheb only)
11. Bethany Christian Home . °
12. Bible Tract League
13. Elim - Christian School
14, National Christian Association
15, The Gideons (For Bible distribution only) _
. 16. Young Calvinist Federation Servicemen’s Fund
17. Westminster Theological Seminary. Adeopted.

C. For Moral Support

1. American Pederation of Reformed Young Women’s Soc1et1es
2. The Young Calvinist Federation, Adopted.
D.. Recommended to Diaconates for .S‘upport

1. Canadian Relief Find : ‘

2. Korean Material Relief. Adopted.

- ARTICLE 156 o
This sessi_on is adjourned, Elder F. I—I'('_)lll’el'}e_e]-:‘ Iéadé;"‘iﬁ‘-laya;%er. ‘

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 19
Eighteenth Session -

ARTICLE 157

Synod is called to order. Synod sings Psalter—Hymnal No. 182:5.6.
Rev. W. Kok leads in prayer.

_ o ARTICLE 158
The roll-is called. Elders R. V' erhey, J. Kuipers, O Dutstermars, A.
Hoogenraad ‘are absent.

ARTICLE 159 _
.. The minutes-of Friday’s sessions are read and approved, -~

ARTICLE 160

The Vice-President presents a letter from Candidate 1, Jen, with en-
closures, offering his services for mission work.

Synod refers this communication to the:Xxecutive Committee of
the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, with power to act.
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ARTICLE 161

The Advisory. Committee on Publication Matters, cf. Arts. 91, 99,
127, 142, Prof M. Berghuis reporting, presents the following:

I. CompENDIUM Rrvision.
A. Materials: ’
Agenda Reports No. 29-A, Sec. II. (Supplements 29 29-A)

B. Recommendation of the Committee on Education:

That Synod give final approval on the revision of Compendium
questions 1-44.

Grounds: :

1. The Committee has worked carefully in terms of the mandate of
Synod as given in 1951 and 1952.

2. Final approval of this section will enable the Committee to

proceed with sample lessons and have them classroom tested during
the coming year.

C. Judgment of ‘your Advisory Committee:

Your committee is of the judgment that the general nature of the
present revision of the Compendium offered by the Committee on
Education is satisfactory and avoids the weaknesses to which the Synod
of 1952 called attention. ‘

D. Recommendations of your Advisory Committee:

1. That Synod instruct the Committee on Education to:

Complete the revision of the whole Compendium as soon as possible
and place it in the hands of our consistories for evaluation and criticism.

Adopted.
2. That further dCtIOIl concerning the basic text of the Compendium

and the general character of the lesson structure be referred to the
Synod of 1955. Adopted.

. E. Finances for this project

1. The Committee on Education reports it has used $500 of the
$3,000 expense allowance made by the Synod of 1953. The Com-
mittee now asks an additional allowance of $3,000 to enable it to carry
on its work, Le., assign preparation of sample lessons, course prepara-
tion, secretarial expense, and appointment of some individual to work
{full-time for a limited period at editing materials.

2. Your Advisory Committee recommends that this request for
funds be referred to the Budget Committee. Ado pted.

II. PUBLICATION COMMITTI:E
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24. (Supplement No. 24)

B. Your advisory committee presents the following recommendations
of the Publication Committee to Synod for approval:
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1. That the Reverend H. J. Kuiper be. rea.ppoanted for two. years
after which Mr. Kuiper will retire. ~ Adopted.

2. That the Publication Committee be 1n‘structed to presernt ‘to the
Synod of 1955 nominations for a new editor after:the Reverend
Kuiper’s retirement. Adopted.

3. That the salary of the Reverend H. J..Kuiper be raised to
‘56 050.00 per year, and that it be retroactive to January 1, 1954, This
1s in line with the salaries of our Semmary professors, which has
been the standard generally employed in the past. Adopted.

C. Your Admsory Committee -further. reconmwnd&

1. That the matter of appointment.of committeé-meinbers be refer red
to the Committee on Appointments. (Art. 165).: : Adopted.

2. That Synod express appreciation for the'labors of the retiring
cominittee members,” Dr. H. H. Meeter and Mr. Gerrit 1. Buist.

: Adopted.

3. That Synod take note of the fact that the Reverend H. J. Kuiper
has completed 25 years as editor of The Banner. Adopted.

The President of Synod congratulates Rev. H. J. Kuiper on his
twenty-five years of service as editor of “The Banner”.

III. EprtorsuIp or Dt WACHITER.
A. Materials:

Agenda Reports No. 24, 24-A, Sec. 4 (Supplements No. 24, 24-A,
Sec. 4)

. B. Statement of the Problem.

1. The present editor of De Wachter has 1nf01med the Publication
Comrmittee that he is umnable to continue as editor under the present
arrangement which requires that he combine the duties of care for a
congregation with the editorship of De Wachter. 'On this account the
Publication Committee has changed its original récommendation ap-
pearing in the Agenda, to the recommendation that Synod elect from
the given nomination a full-time editor of De Wachter.

2. The Publication Committee does not seem to think that the editor-
ship of De Wachter is a full-time job, as is evidenced by the fact that
it proposes there be added to the duties of the proposed office several
specified and unspecified duties, and by the fact that it proposes a
salary considerably less than that recommended f01 the editor of The
Banner. : :

3. The Publication Committee speaks in this tonnection: of the large
importance of De Wachter for our Canadian Churches, and judges
that it may be well to build up. De” Wachter so that it may better
serve our Canadian people. There is some hope, by so doing, of dis-
couraging the possible rise of independent papers: among our -people



102 Acrts oF SyNop, 1954

in Canada. It is thought that a full-time editor of De Wachter would
in this case “be in a better position than now to acquaint himself with
the Canadian churches and their needs and in a very real way help

to cement relations between the immigrants and the Chnstlan Reformed
Church.”

C. Recommendation:

1. That Synod do not appoint a fulltime editor of De Wachiter.

Grounds: , ‘

a. It is not conclusively demonstrated that the continued successful
functioning of De Wachter requires the services of a full-time editor.
In fact, the Publication Committee acknowledges by suggestlng the
addition of other duties, that it is not a full-time job.

b. At present De Wachter “already loses approximately $9, 000 per
year.” It is scarcely right to add even more to its publxcatmn cost with-
out compelling reason.

c. It is doubtful that we should now develop De Wachier to meet
the situation which may exist or arise in a particular segment of our
denomination. The appointment of a full-time editor in the context
of some of the argumentation offered by the Publication Committee,
might result in making of De Wachter a paper intended specially for -
Canadians. However, for a denominational paper, our Canadian péople
as well as others need a paper which serves us all. It is the opinion
of your committee that the needs of our Canadian Christian Reformed
people and their best integration into the life of their denomination
will be best served by adding to The Banner some features that might
appeal specially to Canadians and that will take account of the particular
circumstances and problems of the Christian Reformed membership in
Canada.

d. There is no reason to believe that such denowiinational needs as
De Wachter is intended to serve cannot be served as heretofore by a
part-time editor. Adopted.

2. Your committee recommends that an editor for De Wachier be
chosen for two years from the following nomination:

1. Rev. William Haverkamp ‘

2. Prof. Martin Monsma

3. Rev. Emo F. J. Van Halsema

Professor M. Monsma withdraws from the nomination.

4. The name of Rev. W. Kok is added.

From this nomination, Synod elects Rev. E. Van Halsema as Editor
of De Wachter.

Synod authorizes the Publication Committee to try to make such ar-
rangements with Rev. Mr. Van Halsema as will make it possible for
him to accept this appointment.
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-~ Synod authorizes the Publication Committee to name an alternate
to Rev. Mr. Van: Halsema 1f necessary. : :

ARTICLE 162
Synod instructs all Study Committees to send cop1es of their reports
to the Editors of the Church Papers.

ARTICLE 163
The Advisory Committee on Varia Matters, cf. Arts. 56, 82, 83, 85,
146, Rev. T. C. Van Kooten reporting, presents the following:

RevisioNn oF TEE BELGIC CONFESSION.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22. (Supplement No. 22)

B. Analysis: The Study Committee recommends five changes in the
reading of the Belgic Confession: (See Supplement No. 22)

No. 1, concerning the Pauline authorship of Hebrews, recommend-
ing that the Bible books be cited in the order they are printed in the
Bible;

No. 2, which discusses I John 5:7 as a proof text for the doctrine
of the Trinity, where no change is recommended;

No. 3, which recommends the subst1tut1on of the word regenemtwn
for the word baptism in Art. XV;

No. 4, which recommends the substitution of one sentence for the
two sentences concerning the presence of Christ in the Lord's Supper
as this is defined in Art. XXXV ; (There is also a minority report
on this point where another reading is suggested.)

No. 5 recommends a change in the wording of one sentence in Art.
XXXVT concerning our attitude toward the Anabaptists and their
position, ‘

No. 6, which concerns itself with the omission of the mention of
. the Book of Lamentation in Art. IV and recommends that its inclusion
be decided upon as indicated in No. 1.

C. Recommendations:

Since any change in this historic creed is a matter of great conse-
quence for our church, and since that creed is not the possession
solely of the Christian Reformed Church, it be decided:

1. That we confer in the matter of the proposed changes with our
sister churches that give the Belgic Confession binding authority.

Adopted.

2. That the Synochcal Study Committee for Revision of the Belgic

Confession be continued to carry out'the above recommendation. (See

Att. 165) Adopted.

Note: It has already been decided by Synod, “That a committee be
appomted to confer with the Gereformeerde Kerken regarding a
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revision of Art. 36 of the Belgic.-Confe.ssion. This is in harmony
with a decision taken at the. Reformed Ecumenical Synod of -1953.
Cf. Acts of Ecumenical Synod, Art. 95.”  Received as information.

ARTICLE 164
The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Mission M atters,
cf. Arts. 25, 96, 100, 125, Rev. D. ‘Drost reporting, presents the fol-
lowing:

I. KoreA MISSIONARY.
A. Material:

Request from the General Presbytery of Korea for a Missionary to
the Churches in Korea in a letter to Synod dated April 6, 1954 signed
by representative Yak Sin Lee.

B. Recommendation:

» The request is referred to the Board of Missions for actlon accoxd-
ing to its discretion. '

II. EpucaTioN IN MissioNs.
A. Material:

: Appeal Re Synodical Decision anent “Educat10n in Missions”, sub-
- mitted by the Rev. John Gritter.

B. The Appeal.

The Rev. John Gritter appeals to the Synod of 1954 to reconsider
the synodical decision of 1953 on “Education in Missions.” The sub-
stance of his contention is that this decision is “‘not a good one.”

C. Analysis:

Your advisofy committee sees two reasons which could move Synod
to accede to this appeal and again enter upon a consideration of this
whole matter.

(1) That new facts are presented which were not at the d1sposal
of the former Synod;

(2) The substantial proof that Synod erred technically i its handling
of a case.

Asto (1): Rev. Gritter in his appeal makes no claim to be presenting
new material, but is only protesting against the 1953 decision. Rev.
Gritter states his reason for making the appeal thus: “I appeal only
because T believe the decision referred to is not a good one, ought not
to stand, and that this Synod should take time to consider this matter
and think well before letting it stand.” Thus the Rev. Gritter requests
*Synod to reopen discussion and deliberation on the same material which
“was before the Synod of 1953. There is no ground on this score for
reconsideration of the 1953 decision.

As to (2): This argument appears in the present appeal, although
it is not the central burden of the appeal nor is it stated precisely or
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argued at length. Your Advisory Committee ‘does not see it as its
task to do for Rev. Gritter what he has failed to do. The matter of
the handling of the majority report is difficult to evaluate since it de-
" pends to some extent on verbal debate which does not appear .in-the
Acts of Synod. The burden of proof re the technical procedure of

the Synod of 1953 rests on Rev Gritter and should be allowed to
1emam there.

Rev. Gritter’s argumentation, that “This is not a good decision” is
open to debate.and is not sufficient of itself to demand the reopemng
of the case.

. D. Recommendation: '

--That Synod deny the appeal of the Rev. ]ohn G11tte1 re Synochcal
Dec1510n anent “Education in Missions.”

Grounds:

-'1. There is no new material presented to this Synod of 1954 on this
issue.

2. Insufficient evidence is produced to prove that Synod erred in
technical procedure.

3. The arguments advanced relative to the material of the decmon
of 1953 are not sufficient to warrant reopening the question. Adopted.

ITI. Music TEACHER AT REHOBOTH SCHOOL.

A. Material: .

Communication from the Indian General Conference entitled “Re-
quest for Music Teacher at Rehoboth School.”

B. Recommendation:

1. That Synod reject the request of the Indian General Conference
for a full-time music teacher for the Rehoboth Mission School.

Adopted.

- Ground: Since the Board is studying the application of the principle
of “Education in Missions” as adopted by the Synod of 1953 this is
not the time to expand the teaching staff.

2. We suggeét to the Board that in order to mect this need, that
whenever possible, they employ mission workers with musical ablhty as -
one of their talents. Adopted.

IV. BosscHER LEYTER — EDUCATION 1N MISSIONS.

A. Material:

Communication “Education in Missions” addressed to the Synod of
1954 by Mr. J. H. Bosscher. )

B. Recommendation:

That Synod receive this letter as-information. Adopted.
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V Unitep CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL — ACCREDITED List.
A. Material: ‘ ' '

Overtire of thé Lagrave Ave. Chrlstlan Reformed Church presented
to Synod by the Classis of Grand Rapids South.

B. Content: : )
. 1. The request of the consistory of Lagrave Ave. Christian Reformed
Church is: “Without seeking any field in Pakistan as part of our
denominational mission respon51b111ty, and without seeking a synodical
quota for work in Pakistan the consistory of the Lagrave Ave. Chris-
tian Reformed Church overtures Synod to place on the list of synod-
ically accredited causes the United Christian Hospital of Lahore, Pa-
kistan, and more particularly the work of Christian Reformed con-
stituents who work or shall work in the United Christian Hospitals of
Lahore, Pakistan.”

2. Classis endorses it with the deletion of the words “Umted Chris-
* tian Hospital of Lahore, Pakistan and more particularly.”

C. Recommendotion: .

1. That Synod do not accede to the original request as presented by
the consistory of Lagrave Ave.. Christian Reformed Church, nor to
the overture with the deletion of Classis Grand Rapids South.

Ground: '

It would mean Synodical support of an independent mission project
and/or personnel over which we have no official supervision.

Adopted.

2. The Stated Clerk be instructed to write to Dr. Ralph Blocksma
and other members of the Christian Reformed Church in this work
to express our interest in and appreciation for their important mis-
sionary service.  Adopted.

, ARTICLE 165
The Comumnittee on Appointments, Rev. J. Ehlers reporting, presents
the following:

I. Synod approve the election of the following members of the Board
of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary.

Classis Member Alternate
Alberta oo Rev. J. K. Van Baalen Rev. G. Van Laayr
California ..ol Rev. K. de Waal Malefyt Dx. J. Daane
[31F:3 1 F: | R Rev. H. Venema }
Chicago North ...........Rev. R. L. Veenstra Rev. H. J. Triezenberg
Chieago South ............. Rev. J. De Kruyter
Eastern Ontario ........ Rev: R. J. Bos Rev. J. Rubingh
Grand Rapids East ...... Rev. G. Gritter Rev. W. Van Rees

Grand Rapids South ... Rev. L. Greenway
Grand Rapids West ...Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel
Hackensaek . ... Rev. H. Bouma




Classis
Hamﬂton
Holland ...
Hudson
Kalamazoo
Minnesota North ........
Minnesota, South ..........
Muskegon ......cocveennnncn
Orange City ...
Ostfriesland ...
Pacific
Pella ol
Sioux Center .
Wisconsin
Zeeland ......ooeueveccean
Members at Large:

Eastern District
Central District

ARTICLE 165

‘Member
Rev T. C. Van Kooten

... Rev. J. T. Hoogstra
....Rev. N. J. Monsma

. J. Vander Ploeg
. J. H. Rubingh
Rev. R. Veldman

. L. Veltkamp

. H. Minnema,

. H. Zwaanstra
v. C. M. Schoolland
Rev. J. Geels

.....Rev. B. J. Haan
...Rev. B. T, Haan

Rev. J. Breuker

...... Mr. J. Hamersma

Mzr. L. Bere
Maz. J. De Nooyer

" Mr. B, Staal s

Mid-West Distriet ...
Far West District ..

J. H. Fles
Mr. G. Andreas

.Dr. J. Hoekzema

"Rev.
"' Rev.

1077

Alternate
J. Van Harmelen
W. P. Brink
T. Van Eexden
J. Bouwsma
M. Zylstra
P. Van Tuinen
J. P. Smith

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.

Rev. K. Tebben

H. Verduin
H. Petersen
P. Ouwinga
N. Beute

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

My. S. Steen

Approved.

II. Synod approve the election of the followmg members of the Chris-
tian Reformed Boord of Missions:

Classis
Alberta
California ...
Chatham
Chicago North ...
Chicago South
Eastern Ontario
Grand Rapids East
Grand Rapids South ...

Grand Rapids West ...
.................... Rev. H. Bossenbroek

..... Rev. J. M. Dykstra

..... Rev. J. Beebe

.—-.Rev. Wm. Vander Haak
................. Rev. S. A. Dykstla

Hackensack
Hamilton
-Holland ...
Hudson
Kalamazoo
Minnesota North
Minnesota South .......
" Muskegon
Orange City ...
Ostfriesland ...
Pacific
Pella

Member )
Rev..J. C. Verbrugge .
. G. B. Boerefyn
. J. Gritter
. M. Bolt
. B. Visser
. A. H. Smit
¢. J. H. Schaal
Dr. R. J. Kreulen
Rev. R. O. De Groot

Rev. S. Viss

--Rev. R. H. Wezeman
Rev. J. C. Scholten
Rev. D. D. Bonnema

....Rev. S. P. Miersma
............................ Rev. P. De Koekkoek

Sioux Center
Wisconsin
Zeeland
Members at Lorge:

Secretary
Asgistant-Secretary ..

Rev. M. Ouwinga

..Rev. G. Vander Plaats

Rev. W. Alkema

Rev. R. Evenhuis

John Van Dellen

J. T. Daverman

Dr, S. Bergsma

Rev. Henry J. Evenhouse
-Mr. Alvin Huibregtse -

Alternate
Rev. E. H. Oostendorp
Rev. F. De Jong
Rev. Wm. Buursma
Rev. O, Breen’
Rev. C. Flietstra
Rev. D. Grasman
Rev. J. Hasper
Rev. G. Goris
Rev. E. B. Pekelder
Rev. D. Van Halsema
Rev. A. Folkema
Rev. H. Baker
Rev. A. H. Oussoren
Rev. G. Vander Kooi
Rev. 1, Meuzelaar
Rev. S. Kramer
Rev. K. Palmer
Rev. J. Masselink
Rev. G. Pars
Rev. W.. Hekman
Rev. A, Veltkamp
Rev. C. Toeset
Rev. R. Opperwall
Rev. C. M. Schemper

General Alternate

Dr. R. S. De Mol
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IIL. Synod approve the election of: the following
General Committee for Home Missions:

Classts Member
Alberta .ocoeeieeceinns Rev. J. De Jong'
California . ....Rev. J. Hollebeek
Chatham’ . Rev. J. Vande Kieft
Chicago North .............. Rev. E. L. Haan
Chicago South ............. Rev. B. Van Someren

Eastern Ontario Rev. L. Van Laar
Grand Rapids Kast ..... Rev. H. Dykhouse
Grand Rapids South _...Rev. J. A. Mulder

Grand Rapids West ....Rev. E. Masselink
Hackensaek ... Rev. G. Stob-
Hamilton ....Rev. A. Persenaire
Holland ....Rev. G. Kok
Hudson ....Rev. O, Holtrop
Kalamazoo ... Rev. J. Entingh
Minnesota North ......_.. Rev. J. Medendorp
Minnesota South ........Rev. A, H. Selles
Muskegon ............ ...Rev. N. Vander Zee
Orange City ... ...Rev. W. Prince
Ostfriesland ............. Rev. J. H. Olthoff
Pacific .o Rev. J. R. Van Dyke

Pella ..o, Rev, H. Vander Kam
Sioux Center . ....Rev. J. C. Ribbens
Wisconsin Rev. R. Rienstra
Zeeland .oeoeevooeen Rev. J. Guichelaar
Members at Large:

Myr. Bert Brouwer
Myr. T. Hoeksema
Mr. F. Oldemulders
Mr. W. Hofstra
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members of the

Alternate
Rev. R. Star
Rev. K. De Waal Malefyt
Rev. H. Numan
Rev. H. Leestma
Rev. H, Moes
Rev. G. Vanderhill
Rev. T. Yff
Rev. B. Pekelder
Rev. C. Spoelhof

Rev. J. Hekman

- Rev. H, Sonnema

Rev. 8. Vander Jagt
Rev, W. Ackerman
Rev, H. Vander Aa
Rev. H. Botts

Rev. A. Baker

Rev, L. Bazuin
Rev. W. Verwolf
Rev. W. Reinsma
Rev. J. H. Elenbaas
Rev. E. Boer

Rev. J. Breuker

Mr. C. Van Malsen

> Mr. R. Dykema

Mr H. Rottschafer
*. G. Tinholt

IV. Synod approve the election of the following Synodical Delegates

for Examination:

Approved.

Alternate

Rev. M. H. Woudstra '
Rev. J. Putt

Rev. H. J. Triezenberg
Rev. E. Visser

Rev. H. Moes

Rev. R. J. Danhof

Rev. Wm. Van Peursem
Rev. A. A. Koning

Rev. H. Bouma

Rev. C. Spoelthof

Classis Member
Albexta oo . J. Hanenburg
California ..o . J. Visser
Chatham ............. . J. Gritter
Chicago North ... . R. L. Veenstra
Chicago South ............ . P. Holwerda
Eastern Ontario . L. Van Laar
Grand Rapids East ... Rev. C. Boomsma
Grand Rapids South ....Rev. L. Greenway
Grand Rapids West ..._Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel
Hackensack ..Rev. G. Stob
Hamilton . A. Persenaire
Holland . ' W. Haverkamp
Hudson . O. Holtrop
Kalamazoo .......... . C. Greenfield
Minnesota North . J. H. Rubingh

Minnesota South

. J. Vanden Hoek

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

N. J. Monsma
J. Vander Ploeg
P. F. Dahm

R. Veldman
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Classis Member - Alternate
Muskegon ... . ev. L. Veltkamp Rev. D. Drost
Orange City ... . J. Masselink Rev. A. Dusseljee
Ostfriesland ... . S. P, Miersma Rev. K. Tebben
Pacific v . C. Vos Rev. L. Vosgkuil
Pella .. . J.°Geels Rev. M. Ouwinga
Sioux Center .................. . C, Huissen Rev. H. C. Van Deelen
Wiseonsin ....covvnca . J. H. De Haan Rev. R. Rienstra
Zeeland ... Rev. J. H. Brumoog'e ~ Rev. E. Van Halsema

Approved.

V Synod approve the following appomtments

W [V 5]

o

*

10.
11.

12,
13.
14,
15.

16.

17.

18.

. Standing Committees

. Synodzca,l Committee: Rev. N. J. Monsma, Rev. G. Hoeksema, Rev. J. K.

Van Baalen, Stated Clerk (ex officio) ; Alternate: Rey. J. Verbrugge.
(Term expires 1956).

. Stated Clerk: Dr. R. J. Danhof (Term expires 1958). Altelnate Dy.-

A. A. Hoekema.

. Synodical Treasurer: (2 year telm) Mr. Tony Noordewier; Altermate:

My, Lester Ippel. (Term expires 1956).

. Treasurer of Canadian Churches: Mr. J. Vander Vliet. Alternate:

L. Vanden Berg. (Term expires 1956).

. Representative British and Foreign Bible Society: Rev. C. Wltt Al-

ternate: Rev. Joseph Vande Kieft.

Representative General Commission Avrmy and Navy Clmplams Rev.
Harold Dekker. Alternate: Rev. Cornedl Holtrop.

Centennial Committee: Dr. Henry Zylstra, Dr. J. T. Hoogstra, Dr.

-J. H. Xromminga, Mr. S. Youngsma, Mr. Fred Baker.
. ‘Committee on Ecumenicity and Correspondence with Other Churches:

Dr. W. H. Rutgers, Dr. J. T. Hoogstra, Rev. M. Monsma, Stated Clerk
(ex officio).

Historical Committee: Dr. J. H. Krommmga, Plof H. J. Van Ande]
Rev. G. Stob, Dr. E. Y. Monsma.

Transportation Secretary: Mr. A. H. Andnese

Committee for Making Arrangements and M’Lmeogfraphmg Reports for
Nezxt Synod: Dr. E. Y. Monsma. Alternate: Mr. L. Ippel. .
Representative Lord’s Day Allmnce Dr. O. Holtrop. Alternate: Rev.
D. L. Van Halsema. .
Representative National Chmstwn Association: Rev. John A. De
Kruyter. Alternate:- Rev. A, De Kruyter. ’
United Youth Committee: Rev. L. Dykstra, Miss Catharine Van Opynen,
two to be appointed by the AFRYWS and two to be appointed by the
YCFE.:

Committee for Denominational Building: My. Herman Baker, Mr. P D.
Bouma, Mr. James Ryskamp, Mr. Walter Hofstla,, Dr. H Kreulen,
Mr. R. Van Dellen, Mr. . Ben Hertel.

Canadian Immigration Committee: Rev. P. J. Hoekstra. Mr. J. Vander
Vliet, Rev. A. Disselkoen, Mr. J. Vander Velden, Rev. J. M. Vande
Kieft, and one representative each of Classes Chatham, Hamilton, and
Minnesota North.

Committee for Korean Reformed Spiritual Relief: Dr. J. T. Hoogst1a,
Rev. M. Vanderwerp, Rev. John Schuurmann, Mr. A. Naber, Mr. E.
Ver Maat. . .
Contact Committee: Rev. E, F. J. Van Halsema and Stated Clerk.
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19.

20.

24,
25.

'26.

27.
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Special Advisory and Assisting Budget Committee for Synod, 1955:
My. H. Hoekstra, Mr. M. De Young, Mr. Frank Dieleman, Mr. F. L.
Winters. '

Reformed Missionary Council: Rev. Henry Evenhouse. Alternate: D1
R. De Groot.

. Pension Board of Cualvin College and Semmwry. Mz. Lambert Bele,

Mr. T. Noordewier.

. Synodical Representative on Bible Tmct Leugue (Faith, Prayer and

Tract League): Mr. J. Keuning.

. Calvinist Regettlement Service Commitiee: Rev, J. M. Vande Kieft,

Rev. W. Van Rees, one elder from Neland Ave., one elder from Dennis
Ave., one deacon from Oakdale Park, one deacon from West Leonard,
one deacon from Grandville Ave., one deacon from Alpine Ave.
Liaison Man World Home Bible League: Rev. C. M. Schemper.
Committee to Publish Sermons for Reading Services: Rev. P. De Koek-
koek, Rev. W. Verwolf, Rev. L. Voskuil. General Alternate: Rev. F. W.
Van Houten.

Committee on South Awmerica and Ceylon Rev. Wm. Kok, Dr. E.
. Strikwerda, Rev. Jacob Hasper, Mr. J.. De Haan, Rev. C. Vanden
Heuvel, W. P, Brink.

Committee on Church Help, Inc.: Rev. D. D. Bonnema, Rev. L. Bouma,
Mr. C. Mulder, Mr. S. Elgersma, Rev. A. Baker. Alternate' Rev. A.

. Dusseljee.
28.

Representative Americun szle Soczety Rev. H. Bouma. Alternate:

- Rev. E. Callender.

29.
30.

31,

32.

- 33,

34.

35.

36.

Convening Church for Next Synod: LaGrave Ave. Chnstlan Refo1med
Church Grand Rapids, Miehigan. - .
Back to God-Hour Commiitee: Rev., H: Bake1 Rev. G Postrna, Rev. J.
Zandstra, Rev,-W. Kok,- Rev. ‘A, Hoogstrate, Rev. R. 0. De Groot;
Messrs. Keith Den Dulk “H. Hoving, John Hamstra, Dick Evenhouse,
Gary Zuiderveen, Herman Fles.
Synodical Tract. Commitice: Rev. W. Vander Hoven, ‘Rev. G. Vande
Riet, Rev. L. Veltkamp, Rev. N, L. Veltman, Mr. Jacob De Jager, Mr.
R. Weidenaar, Rev. H. Teitsma, Rev. E. Jabaay, Mr. G. Oppenhuizen.
Chuaplain Commitiee: Rev. G. Vander Kooi, Rev. Harold Dekker, Rev.
D. Hoitenga, Mr. Harry Faber, Dr. W. Vander Ploeg.
Minister’s Pension and Relief Administration: Rev. J. O. Bouwsma,
Rev. F. Handlogten, Rev. J. Beebe, Mr. L. Heeres; and Mr. Jerry
Jonker: Alternates: Mr. B. De Jager, Mr. G. B. Tinholt, Rev. W. Van
Peursem, Rev. T. Yff, and Mr. W. De Hoog.
‘Sunday School Commitiee: Dr. L. De Beer, Rev. W. Van Rees until
1957; Rev. W. Van Peursem and Miss Dena Korfker until 1956; and
Dr. A. A, Hoekema and Mr. A. Vander Veer until 1955. (Commlttee
to organize itself.)
Committee on Education: Rev. W. Vander Haak, Dr. A. A, Hoekema,
Rev. N. H. Beverstuis, Rev. T. Van Eerden, Rev. J. E. Meeter, Mr. S.
Van Til, Mr. R. C. Pettinga, and Mr. S. Bangma.
Publication Committee: Rev. W. Van Peursem, Rev. C. Boomsma, Rev.
John Mulder, Rev. N. L. Veltman, and Messrs. G. Hertel, A. Hulst,
J. Peterson, A. Vanden Bout, and Mr. C. Van Valkenberg.

Approved.
B. Fraternal Delegotes.

1. Orthodox Presbyterian Church
2. Free Magyar Reformed Church Synod
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3. Associate Refmmed Plesbytenan Church (Gene1a1 Synod)
4, Korean Preshyterian Church
5. Reformed Chuich of Japan

- Recommendation: That the Synodical Committee appoint these f1 a-
ternal delegates. A pproved. :

" C. Study Committees.

1. Committee on Improvement and Revision of Psalter Hymnal and
Synodically Approved Hymn Book: Dr. H. Bruinsma, Rev. D. Van
Halsema, Mr. M. Baas, Mr, A Hartog, Miss Johanna Oranje, Mrs.

. -Trena Haan, Prof. H. Zylstra, Rev. D. H. Walters, Rev. W. Rutgers,

- Prof. J. De Jonge, Prof. S. Swets.

2. Church Order Remszon. Rev. M. Monsma, Rev. L Van Dellen, Dr. R.
J. Danhof, Dr. J. H. Kromminga, Rev. R. J. Bos.

3. Commzttee for Belgic Confession: Rev. J. Weidenaar, Rev. L. Verduin,
Dr. Clarence Boersma.

4. Committee to Prepare Form for Erasure of Members by Baptism: Rev.
N. Monsma, Rev. H. Sonnema, Rev. S. Van Dyken,

5. Committee for the Form for the Lord’s Supper: Rev. J. C. Verbrugge,
~ Rev. E. H. Oostendorp, Rev. J. K. Van, Baalen, Rev. J. Hanenburg.
6. Committee for Realignment of Missions and Church Extension: Rev. H.
* Erffmeyer, Rev. M. Ouwinga, Mr. C. Vander Hart. ‘
‘.. Conumittee Seating Home .Missionaries in . Classis Meeting: Rev. N.
Monsma, Rev. W. Vander Haak Rev. T. Van. Eerden, Mr. C. Grey-

danus, Mr., P. Damsma.

8. Commzttee on Principles of Eduecation:Dy. J. Van Bruggen, Dr. H.
Kuiper, Rev. O. De Groot, Dr. C. Jaarsma, Dr. H. Van Zyl."

9. Commitlee on Divorce and Remarriage: Rev. W. Kok, Dr. J. Krom-
minga, Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, Rev. B. J. Haan, Rev. H, Exffmeyer.
10. Marital Problems - Ecumenical- Synod Report: Rev. P. Holwerda, Rev.

G. Hoeksema, Rev W P Brink, Plofessm Henry Stob, and Mr. John

- Ribbens.

11. Woman Suffrage in Eccl. Meetings - Ecumenical Synod Report: P1of
M. Monsma, Rev. W. Haverkamp, Rev. D. Hoitenga, Dr. L. Greenway,
and Mr. A. Sluis.

Anproved.
- ARTICLE 166 :

Syuod ﬁdjourné. Elder A. Muyskens leads in prayer.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19

Nineteenth Session

ARTICLE 167
Synods sings Psalter-Hymmal No. 449:1, 2. Rev. J. W. Visser
leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 168
Synod adopts the- following resolution: re the publication and
distribution of the Agenda for Synod: ‘
-"1. The deadline for the Agenda material shall be March 15.
2. Synod urges all Classes now meeting after March 15 to advance
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their date of meeting to expedite sending of material to the Stated
Clel k on or before March 15.

3. The following Boards be permitted to ﬁle a Supplementary Report
to Synod after March 15:

a. The Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Calvin Seminary,
b. The General Committee for Home Missions,

¢. The Christian Reforméd Board of Missions,
and that these Boards are urged to incorporate as much of their
materials as possible in the printed Agenda, on or before March 15,
and that matters for the Supplementary Agenda Reports be held to
the lowest possible minimum.

d. Overtures from Consistories and Classes reﬂectmg only on matters
in the printed Agenda to be received later than March 15.

4. The Stated Clerk of Synod shall be authorized to send the Sup-
plementary Reports of the Boards named under 3, direct to the dele-
gates. The Stated Clerks of the various Classes shall file the names
and addresses of delegates to Synod with the Stated Clerk of Synod
not later than March 15.

5. No Appeals or Protests dated later than May ‘15 are to- be
declared acceptable by Synod.

ARTICLE 169

The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters, cf. Art. 52, 155, Elder'
E. Hoogstra reporting, presents the following:

1. CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY.
A, Materials:
1. Financial statement from Aug. 1, 1952, to Aug. 31, 1953.
2. Agenda Reports No. 33, 33-A.
3. Special Advisory Budget Committee Report.

4. Proposed budget Sept. 1, 1954 to Aug. 31, 1954. Submutted to
+ and approved by the Board of Trustees May, 1954.

5. Request of the Board of Trustees for $10.00 per year per family.

B. Recommendation:
Your committee recommends $10.00 per year per family.
Grounds:

1. This is the minimum requirement for the satisfactory operation
of our college and seminary. :

2. This amount concurs with the recommendatlon of- the :Special
Advisory Budget Committee. Adopted. :



Articir 169 ' , 113

II. Crurca Exrtension — U.S.A.:
A. Materials:
1. Agenda Report No. 34, Part III. (Supplement No. 34, Paxt 1)
2. Financial Report of 1953. ,
3. Report of Special Adv1sory Budget Committee.
B. Reguest:

1. The Board has requested that Synod adopt a budget of $5.47 per
family for 1958.

2. The Special Adv1501y Budget Commlttee recommends $5.15 per
" family budget.

C. Recommendation:

That a quota of $4.50 per family for 1955 be adopted by Synod.

Grounds: This reduction of $.97 per family would reduce the funds
available for additional buildings from $100 000 to $59,350 for the
year 1955. Adopted.

III. CrurcH EXTENSION — CANADA (Canadlan Emergency Fund)

A. Material:

1. Agenda Report No. 34, Part IV. (Supplement No. 34, Part IV)

2. Treasurer’s Report for 1953.

3. Report of Advisory Budget Committee.

B. Request:

That Synod establish a quota of $3.30 per family for 1955. The
Special Advisory Budget Committee concurs in this amount. -

C. Recommendation: ‘

That Synod adopt a budget of $3.00 per family for 1955.

Grounds:

1. The real estate assets of the Home Mission Board exceed
$500,000.00 and have been increasing at the rate of $50,000 per year.

2. The reduction of $.30 per family would reduce the funds available
for additional real estate acquisitions from $50 000 to $36,500.

Adopted.
IV. Funp ror N EEDY CHURCHES.

A. Materials:
1. Agenda Report No. 34, Part VII 6. (Supplement No. 34, VII, 6)
2. Financial Report for 1953,
3. Complete listing of churches receiving aid in 1953.
4. Advisory Budget Committee report.
B. Request. $160,435.00 or $3.75 per family for 1955.
C. Recommendation: '
- That Synod accede to the request for $3.75 per family for 1955.
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Grounds:

1. An examination of the financial statements of this fund justifies
this ‘request.

2. This concurs with the suggestion of the Special Adwsmy Budget
Committee. Adopted.
V. CrrisTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Reports No. 38, 38-A.

2. Auditor’s Report for 1953,

3. 1955 Budget Requests.

B. Requests:

1. Supplementary appropriation for the year 1954. (Suppl ement No.
38-A)

a. Beautiful Mountain

Missionary’s salary for U4 year............ $2,150.00
Travel allowance for missionary................ 1,400.00
Repairs to Nahaschitty Parsonage........... 1,500.00
Working Budget oo 488.00
1 O » $5,538.00
b. Zuni.
Missionary’s salary for 24 year........... $2,075.00
Working Budget —oworeeeieceececeas eeeeeeen 300.00
- Travel Expense ..o 900.00
Rental for HOme .ooweecormeeemcceeeecneeeonen 450.00
Total e '3,725.00
Totalgand b ..ooooeooo .. — $9,263.00

2. From Special Gifts Funds — Request permission to spend in 1954
a. Beautiful Mountain.

Trailer for native helper.....oooooeienene. - $3,500.00
Water and power line . 3,000.00
New pick-up trock oo 1,800.00
$8,300.00
b. Gallup.
Housing — (to come from Special Gifts
Funds on hand) oo © 18,000.00

STotal e $26,300.00
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C. Recommendation. We recommend Synod grant its approval to
the Board of Missions to spend the above funds. - Adopted.

D. Requests in the operating budget for 1955 total $630,377.65. The
per family quota requested is $14.56 (based on 43,290 families).

E. Recommendation: Your committee recommends that Synod adopt
a budget of $13.20 per family for 1955.

Ground:

Based on 45,000 families a budget of $13.20 per famﬂy will tofal.
$594,000.00. Adopted.

V1. Caicaco HEBrREW MISSION.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 1. (Supplement No D

B. Recommendation: That Synod adopt a budget of $.50 per fam]ly
for 1955,

Ground: While the Mission requested $.60 per family, your com- -
mittee concurs with the opinion of the Special Advisory Budget Com-
. mittee that the difference between revenue derived from a $.50 budget
and a $.60 budget be made up from available surplus, funds. _A4dopted.

VII. ParersoNn Heprew Misston,
A. Material:
1. Agenda Reports No. 35, 35-A. (Supplements No. 35, 35-A) -
2. Special Advisory Budget Committee report.
3. Letter, Financial Report and Budget Report from the Hebrew
Mission of Paterson, N.J.
 B. Recommendation: Your committee recommends a quota of $.35
per family for the year 1955 for the Paterson Hebrew Mission.
Grounds:

1. This amount will meet the needs of the budget.
2. The financial reports of this mission justify this need. A4dopted.

VIII. SoutH AMERICA AND CEVLON.
A. Material: - )
1. Financial Report for year 1953.
2. Proposed Budget for year 1955. (See Supplement No. 13-A)

3. Letter of June 14, 1954, re Synodical approval of a third man
for South America.

4. Report of Special Advisory Budget Committee.

B. Request: That Synod approve a quota of $1.40 per family for
1955.

C. Recommendation: That Synod accede to the request of the Boald
- of a budget of $1.40 per famlly for 1955, : :
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Grounds: The Special Advisory Budget Committee recommends a
budget of $1.30 per family. Since the time of their- recommendation
the Board requested an additional $10,000 to send another. worker to
South America. This neccessitates an increase in the budget from
$1.30 to $1.40 per family for 1955. Adopted.

IX. Back 1o Gop Hour.

A. Material:

Agenda Reports.No. 30. (Supplement No. 30, 30—A)
Auditor’s Report for year 1953.
. Budget for 1955. '
Financial Report Dec. 31, 1953, to May 31, 1954.
Recommendation of the Special Advisory Budget Commlttee

B. Request: $7.00 per family for the year 1955. This is an increase
-+ of $.25 per family.

—_

i _.p. o .N

C. Recommendation: Your committee recommends that Synod estab-
lish a quota of $6. 75 per family for 1955. "

Grounds: '

1. This is the recommendation of the Special Adv1501y Budget Com-
mittee.

2. The budgetary requirement of the Back to God Hour is $303,-
000.00 from quota payments. A $6.75 per family quota should be
adequate to raise this amount.

3. Synod has decided to recommend to our churches that one or

more offerings be for the account of the Back to God Hour Television
Fund. Adopted

X. Cuorcz Hrre F uND, Inc. (Formerly Church Help Fund ond
Canadion Ewmergency Bmldmg Fund) -

A. Materials:

1. Agenda Repou No. 7. (Supplement No. 7) (Supplement No.
4-A

2.) Letter from Mr. Charles Mulder dated June 2, 1954 — Treasurer
of Church Help Fund.

3. Special Advisory Budget Committee report.

B. Recommendotwn The quota be set at $5.50 for this fund in
1955.

Grounds: :

1. This concurs with the advice of the Special Adv150ry Budget
Committee.
"~ 2. Increased rate of repayment by churches who are no longer
needy. ' It is estimated that repayments in 1955 will approximate
$50,000.00. Adopted. ’
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XI. CANADIAN IMMIGRATION FUND. .
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20. (Supplement No. 20)

B. Request for funds to be raised by quotas amounts to $67 850.00
or $1.70. per family per year.

C. Recommendation: Your budget committee reco:nmen_ds that Synod
establish a quota of $1.60 per faml]y for 1955. - :

Grounds: :
1. This is the reconuhendation of the Advxsory Budget Committee.

2. Based on 45,000 families, $1.60 per family should raise the full
- amount requested. Adopted. .

XII. MiNisTERS’ PENSION AND RELIEI‘ Fuxo.
A, Materials:
1. Agenda Report No. 21. (Supplement No. 21)
2. Auditor’s Report for 1953.
3. Proposed Budget for 1955.
4, Recommendauon of the Special Advxsory Budget Committee.

B. Request: An increase in quota of $.25 per famlly for 1955 raising
the quota to $4.50.

Grounds: The pensions are computed accmdlng to. the average )
salary of our ministers. As the average salary has increased, pension
payments increase proportlonately and the addmonal $.25 per family
is required to make these payments.

C. Recommendation: That Synod increase the quota for this fund to
$4.50 for 1955.

Ground: This concurs with the advice of the Specxal Adv:sory Com-
mittee:  Adopied.

XII1. SynopicaL ExpeNse Funp.
A. Materials:
1. Special Advisory Budget Committee report.
. 2. Synodical Treasurer’s Report. (Supplement No. 45)

B. Recommendation: Synod establish a quota of $1 85 per family
for 1955.

Grounds: :

1. Based on costs estimated by our Synodical ’lreasmer this amount
is required.

2. The per family increase is predicated upon the requests for 15c
per family for Centennial Commiitee for operating funds for 1955, and
10c per family for Committee on Education. Adopted.

X1V. DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING.
A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 24-A and No. 40 (Supple~
ments 24-A, and 40) ‘
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B. Recommendation: The Synod approve a budget of $.50 per
family for 1955 for this cause.

- Grounds:

1. This is the advice of the Special Adv1501y Budget Comnnttee
report.

2. The Synod of 1950 and 1951 authorized a total of $4.00 per
family for this fund. Three dollars (‘-];3 00) has aheady been paid
~ by previous budgets Adopz‘ed

XV. KoBE REFORMED. SE'\/LINARY.
A. Material:
1. Letter from Kobe Seminary, dated April 10, 1954.

2. Letters from Rev. Henry Bruinooge dated October 21, 1953 and
April 14, 1954,

3. Letter from Rev. Rlchard Sytsma dated March 6, 1954

B. Request: That we provide financial aid to this orgamzanon to
the extent of $500.00 or more.

C. Recommendation: That $500.00 be given this seminary by the
Board of Missions out of their Special ‘Gifts Fund.

Ground: This semmaly aids our mlssmnaues working in Japan.
‘ . Adopted.
XVI. Saik or HOB()KEN CHURCH PRroOPERTY.

A, Material: Overture No. 4.

B. Recommendation: That Synod declare this overture void.

Ground: Word has been received that the Hoboken Christian Re-
formed Church has refused to purchase this property.  Adopted. -

XVII. PayMENT oF Quoras FOR CALvIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY
During 1953, ,
. A, The following Classes paid their quota in full: Chicago North,
Chicago South,” Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids South, Grand
Rapids West, Holland, Hudson, Kalamazoo, Muskegon, Orange City,
Wisconsin, and Zeeland
‘B. The followmg Classes did not pay. their quota in fuII

Classis : Churches Puid wn Full In Awrrears
California oo 17 5
Chatham . 0 19
Eastern Ontario 0. 18
Hamilton 0 24
Minnesota: South : 10 5
PacifiC . oreeveeeeeee et re e anannnneas 13 6
Pella ... : ' 18 1
Sioux Center 17 -2
Ostfriesland. ..o 2 . 1
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- C. The followmg Classes did not submit a report to the Stated Clerk
of Synod: Alberta, Hackensack, Minnesota North.

Received as information.
XVIII. REMUNERATION OF SYNODICAL OFFICERS :

Reéommendation:
Synodical Treasurer $500.00 per yea1
Stated Clerk ............, B 700.00
First Clerk of Synod 10000 7 7
Second Clerk of Synod . 50.00 ” ”
Dr. E. Y. Monsma for services during :
session of Synod 100.00 ” ”

Transportation Secretary .....ooooeoeeveeiveeeeeeees 25.00 ” »
, : . Adopted.
XIX. MinisTERS' PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION. '
A. Material :
Report of disbursements submitted by the fund treasurer.

B. Recommendation:

That these Relief Fund expenditures be approved.

Ground:

According to the rules adopted by Synod the report of disburse-
ments of the Ministers’ Relief Fund is to be submitted to an advisory
committee of the Synod. If Synod desires to consider the report it
shall be done by Synod meeting. in executive session.  Adopted.

XX. SeeciaL Girrs; INDIAN AND ForEIGN MISSIONS :

We recommend to Synod the approval of the Special Requests for
1954, found in the Annual Report of the Christian Reformed Board
of Missions. (Supplement No 38)

From Opefratmg Funds:

For the Indian Field ... $ 2,790.00
For the SUdan ..o eeeeeeeanen 4,400.00
For Salary BONUSES oo neeneas 24,270.00
Total from Operating Fund 31,460.00
From Special Gifts:
For Indian Field ..o eeeeeeeeeeveeaaenn $ 6,969.37
For the Sudan 2,530.90
For Japan . 11,800.00
For General : 550.00
Total from Special Gifts ... s en e nnnn 21,850.27
Adopted.

XXI. OvErRTURE ¥ROM CLASSIS GRAND RaPIiDS WEST.
A. Materials Overture No. 26.

B. Contents: The Overture pertains to the rule to be apphed relative
to the refunding of Moving Expenses. The Synod of 1933 referred
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to the rule given in Schaver’s Polity of the Churches, Vol. II, p. 94.
Classis Grand Rapids. West requests Synod to adopt the wording of
Stuart and Hoeksema, Church Order, 1927, p. 12 (5).

. C. Recommendation: We recommend that Synod adopt the wording
of the rule as given in the Church Order of Stuart and Hoeksema.

Ground: That is the better rendering of what Synod dec1ded (Acts :
1884, Art. 52, pages 19, 20). Adopted.

ARTICLE 170
A. Synod instructs the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and
Seminary to continue the present pension arrangement to Mrs. D. H.
Kromriinga et al. for the coming year (Cf. Acts 1952, Art. 140, p.
71).

B. Synod instructs the Board of Tlustees of Calvin College and
Seminary and its Pension Committee in consultation with the Ministers’
Pension Committee to effect a permanent and adequate pension arran-
gement for Mrs. D. H. Kromminga et al. in the course of the year.

ARTICLE 171 ,
President W. Spoelhof calls the attention of Synod to the following
items in the Board of Trustees Repmt (See Supplement No. 33)

A. FiNnaNcE

1. Changes in Faculty Pension Plan Rules. Synod failed to take
action last year on the Board’s proposals relative to changes in the rules
for the Pension Fund, evidently through oversight. We request Synod
to take action at this time. The recommendation as found in the Acts

- (1953, p. 241) reads as follows:

“The Board endorses a petition signed by over 75% of the faculty
requesting that Section XII of the rules and regulations of the Pension
Fund, adopted in 1952 be altered as follows:

“1. Deletion of the three words: ‘and members of,” in Section XIT —
Administration of the Fund. : )

“2. Change the fourth line to read: ‘three members to be appointed
by the college faculty.’

“This change will allow non-faculty members and non-Board mem-
bers to serve on the Pension Board.”

Due note should also be taken of our action in granting the requést
of the college faculty that Mr. Gordon Buter, our business manager,
be declared eligible to the Faculty Pension Plan. Adopied.

2. Proposed Plan for Non-Faculty Pension Plan

Synod also failed to give its approval to the new non-faculty Pension
Plan as requested in the report of the secretary to Synod last June,
‘again evidently through oversight. = The Board requests Synod to
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approve the plan as chosen by the employees and endorsed by the Board.
A copy of the plan is available for Synod’s perusal. Adopted.

3: Further, Synod’s approval is sought for the Board’s recommenda-
tion that the same Board representatives serving on the Faculty Pen-
sion Committee be appointed to serve as the Board’s representatives
on the Non-Faculty’s Pension Committee. These are: Rev. E. B.
Pekelder, L. Bere, F. Winters and T. Noordewier. Adopted.

4. Request for refund of moving expenses. Both the Harderwyk
and the Redlands IT congregations have filed requests for refunding
" of moving expenses paid by them in.connection with the calling of
the men Synod in turn called from their pulpits, to serve on ‘the Semi-
nary Faculty. Since Synod was the calling body in both instances the
Board. feels. these payments properly should be made by Synod and
requests. Synod to pay the amounts requested by the churches con-
cerned. Redlands IT is requesting the sum of $528.46 and Harderwyk
asks for $347.39. Adopted.

5. The Board further overtures Synod to adopt a general policy
for payment of moving expenses ‘which may govern the Board of
Trustees: (and other Boards) in similar instances, since it is not clear
whose responsibility it is to pay when Synod calls 2 man for denomina-
tional service, nor from which funds payment should be made.

Synod decides that in cases in which Synod itself is the calling or
appointing body, claims for refund of moving expenses shall be paid
from the Synodical Expense Fund. :

6. Pension arrangements for certain professors not covered by
regular Pension. The Board decided that the following retired pro-
fessors until further notice shall receive as long as they live a maxi-
mum pension of $175.00 per month subject to any change in benefits
for those in the present $4,500 to $5,000 bracket of the Calvin Faculty
" Pension Plan: A. J. Rooks, J. G. Vanden Bosch, J. Broene, A. Broene,
. J. Nieuwdorp, L. Berkhof. Maximum pension shall include any pay-
ments being received from the Calvin Pension Fund or the Ministerial
Pension Fund. The difference between the maximum pension amount
and payments from present pension funds shall be paid from the general
fund of Calvin College and Seminary. Adopted.

B. FinanciaL AND ReraTeD MATTERS: (Supplement 33-A)

A, The Board of Trustees recommends the following re Budget:

1. The adoption of a 5% increase in the salary scale for assistants,
instructors, assistant professors, associate professors, of the College
and Seminary, the increase to be applied also to the salaries of all
College and Seminary administrative personnel. Adopted.

2. The approval of the Proposed Job Classification and Wage Scale
for Office and Maintenance personnel including adjustment increases
averaging $150.00 and ranging from nothing to $400.00. Adopted.
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3. The adoption of the budget as a whole for 1954-55.

Total - Revenue ... $742,688.00
Total TEXPENISE comreeeeeemeemeemeee s e eeneeeme e sesermeemeneeen 760,940.03
' Budget defieit ... S $ 18,252.03

Received as informtion.
ARTICLE 172
The Pres:dent of the Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration,
Rev. J. O. Bouwsma, presents the following:
(See Supplement No. 21, VI)

" 1. The Board recommends to Synod that Article VIII, B of the
Rules for the Administration of the Pension and Relief Funds be
changed to read as follows: ,

1 “In event a minister desires to withdraw from the Pensionn Fund, he

s_hall upon emeritation be entitled to a pénsion in the proportion that
the total number of years he has contributed shall bear to the total
number of years served/or would have served/to age 65.”
. Grounds: Article VI, B as it now stands is not workable. Adopted.
+ 2. The Board recommends to Synod that payment of utilities by
consistories be added to salary from which 324% is contributed to
the Pension Plan. By utilities we mean — fuel, gas, and electnc (not
telephone and water.)

" Grounds: 1. Inquiry reveals that 23% of the churches are paying
utilities to some extent; some up to $500.00 per year. It is believed
that some of the payments of utilities have been made in lieu of in-
creased salary. 2. This would be in fairness to all members of the
Pensioni Plan. Adopted.

3. The Board presents the following proposal as an amendment to
the Rules for the Administration of the Pension and Relief Funds:
* “If a minister emeritated for reasons other than age and/or length
of service is employed and receives a remuneration for such employ-
ment, it shall not prejudice his pension allowance unless remuneration
exceeds his pension allowance. In such event, the emeritated minister
shall report his earnings to the secretary of the Ministers’ Pension
and Relief Administration, and the excess amount of salary over pen-
sion shall be deducted from his penswn allowance as long as this
condition exists.”

Grounds: 1. The Board ‘is faced mcreasmgly with the problem of
ministers’ emeritated for reasons other than age and/or length of serv-
ice, who are working and at the same time 1equesting pension. 2. It is
felt that an amendment such as the above is needed to safeguard our
Pension funds. Adopted : :

- - ARTICLE 173 -
The Synodical Student Fund Committee, Rev. M. Monsma, report-
ing, presents the following recommendatlon
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We recommend that Synod authorize and instruct the ‘Committee to

continue its efforts to secure desirable and qualified graduate students
from the Netherlands, but that we also receive the mandate to put

- forth effort in securing some of our own Seminary graduates who
would be ready to go to The Netherlands for a year, for the purpose

of 'securing a measure of proficiency-in the Dutch language and with
the definite understanding that they, D.V., shall enter the Canadian
field. ’

A. The recommendation of the Committee is rejected by Synod.

B. The Committee is d1scha.rged with thanks. Adopted.

C. The funds collected by this Committee are to be returned to the
Classes from which they came. Adopted.

ARTICLE 174

"The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 35, 59,
. 81, 120, Rev. W. Brink reporting, presents the following:

I. InsTALLATION OF REV. MARTIN MoNSMA 7

A. Your committee informs Synod that in previous years the pro-
vision for installation has been left to the care of the Executive Com—
mittee of the Board of Trustees. :

. B. Your committee advises that we leave the matter to the Execu-
 tive Committee of the Board. Adopted.

I1. OrpDINATION oF Dr. Rarpr StOB
Your committee recommends:

A. Synod declare that Dr. Ralph Stob be declared eligible for the
office of the Gospel Ministry.

B. Synod request the Fuller Ave. Christian Reformed Church to
. call Dr. Ralph Stob to the Gospel Ministry with a view to his servmg
the church as Associate Professor of Theology in our Seminary.
Adopted.
C. Synod request the consistory of our Fuller Ave. Christian Re-
formed Church, Grand Rapids, to ordain Dr. Ralph Stob after due
examination by Classis Grand Rapids East. Adopted.

ARTICLE 175

DECLARATION REGARDING ADMISSION OF MiINISTERS FrRoM OTHER
DENOMINATIONS:

In connection with the fact that Synod declared three brethren, or-
daineéd ministers from other denominations, eligible for calls fromi our
Christian Reformed Churches, Synod decides to record in its Acts
that it proceeded to examine these brethren and decided to declare
them eligible,-by way of concession, in the face of certain prior de-

\
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velopmeﬁts, but that the present procedure is not meant to be a prece-
dent for possible future requests, inasmuch as the course of procedure
to be followed is ingiicated in Art. 9 of .the Church Order.

ARTICLE 176 :
Synod declares that the ministers declared eligible for a call, by this
Synod, must submit to a colloquium docturn ‘by Classis before in-
stallation.

ARTICLE 177
The Stated Clerk is instructed to write those Synodical Examiners
who failed to submit a report to thls Synod.

ARTICLE 178 .
Synod acknowledges with gratitude the services of Mr. Walter
Hofstra, who has served as treasurer of the General Home MlSSlOnS
Comunittee for twenty—ﬁve years.

ARTICLE 179
The Stated Clerk is instructed to express Synod’s appreciation to
- the Grand Rapids Herald and the Grand Rapids Press for their cover-
age of the synodical sessions. :

ARTICLE 180
The Obituary ‘Committee, cf. Art. 11, Rev. J. Kenbeek repomng,
presents the following:

OBITUARY RESOLUTIONS

- Since the meeting of the Synod of 1953 it pleased the Lord to call unto
Himself a number of His faithful servants -— some in the midst of life and
some when the days of a ripe old age had brought its measure of “frouble
and sorrow.”

Before the yeal 1958 ended, the Lord called home the Rev. John Geer-
lings at the age of 73 years. He was permitted to serve 36 years in the
Christian ministry in the churches of Willard, Ohio; Oakland; North Street
Zeeland; Bast Saugatuck, Michigan; Rock Valley, Iowa; New Holland,
South Dakota; and Hospers, Iowa. He was honored as a delegate to Synod
for a number of times and served as a member of the Board of Trustees -
for 12 years.

The first minister of the gospel to be called to his reward in the new
year of 1954 was the Reverend James Bruinooge. He graduated from:
our seminary in the year 1906 and for 37 years served the cause of God’s
Kingdom in the churches of Hudsonville, Grand Haven, South Olive, and
Moline, Michigan. He became well known as Editor of a department in
De Wachter called “Kerk en Zending” and served ably on the Board of
Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary. He died at the age of 76 years.

On March 2, 1954, the Reverend William Borgmar’s long and worthy
life came to a close. He lived to the ripe old age of 87 years. As a graduate
of the class of 1901 he began his ministry in the church of Fulton, Illinois,
and continued to preach the gospel in the active ministry for 81 years in
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the churches of Zutphen, Michigan; Munster, Indiana; Second Roseland,
Chicago; Luecas, Michigan; and Alto, Wisconsin.

The Reverend G. J. Haan, one of the most energetic and forceful of the
elderly ministers in the church was called home in April of this year, at
the age of 79 years. His ministry began in the year 1901 and lasted for
44 years, in the churches of Zeeland; Commerce Street, Grand Rapids;
First Englewood, Chicago; Pease, Minnesota; Second Kalamazoo, Michigan;
and Brooten, Minnesota. Though already emeritated he showed his youthful
spirit by continuing to serve vacant churches as a stated supply. His last
sermon was delivered in the same week in which he died.

The entire denomination was deeply shocked on the first day of May
in this year when the sad news was announced that the youthful and highly
esteemed pastor, the Reverend Engbert Ubels, of Rochester, New York,
met with a tragic death while helping to celebrate the 50th” anniversary
of the church in Alamosa, Colorado, his first pastorate. He was born
September 18, 1920, 'and ordained to the Christian ministry in the year
1945. The Lord of the Harvest gave him only 9 years to labor and he did
50 with exceptional talent in the churches of Alamosa, Colorado; Delavan,
Wisconsin; and Rochester, New York. He was to have served this Synod
as a delegate from Classis Hudson but his place is now filled by the Rev-
erend De Boer from Washington, D.C. In looking upon this sad loss we
are not to ask the question “Why?” but rather fo place our hand upon
our lips and say, “It is of the Lord.” To his bereaved young wife and
children and his sad congregation” at Rochester, New York, who might
enjoy his services for only one year, Synod expresses its sincere and heart-
felt sympathy in a speecial measure.

The dreaded dfsease of cancer caused the death of the Reverend Jacob
Cupido, April 5, 1954. He was born of humble Christian parents in Orange
City, Iowa, in the year 1888 and graduated from our seminary with the
class of 1916. The Lord permitted him to serve with joy and blessing in
the churches of Hancock, Minnesota; Harrison, S. D.; Redlands, Cali-
* fornia; West Sayville, New York; Hawarden, Iowa. Besides his work in
the congregations he was also a valuable member of the Board of Missions
and served for a number of years on the Committee for Church Help.

After a lingering illness at his home in Grand Rapids, the Reverend
John S. Balt, at the age of 85, passed to his Eternal reward on June 7,
1954. He was ordained in 1918, at an older age than usual, when he became
the pastor of the East Palmyra Church in the State of New York. In the
year 1929 he became the pastor of Hamilton, Ontario, one” of the few
Canadian churches at that time. The Lord in His providence has permitted
him to serve for many years as associate pastor of the Oakdale Park
Church of Grand Rapids. He was loved and held in great esteem in this
capacity by those he served in their gickness and affliction.

On the eve of the prayer service for Synod the passing of Rev. Win.
Goudberg was announced to 2ll of us delegates. It added a note of solem-
nity that in all of our work in God’s Kingdom we must stand ready to give
account of our use of the talents the King of the Church has imparted to
us. Rev. Goudberg used his talents largely in the Missionary service of
our church among the Navajos, laboring amongst them from 1926 to 1944.
From 1944 to the day of his death he used his talents in the important
work of translation of the Bible in the difficult language of the Navajos.
It must also be mentioned that he served faithfully the church of Cin-
cinnati from 1921 to 1926. Though for many years troubled by ill health,
the Lord permitted him to serve the church till he reached his 66th year.
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We would also report to you the passing of two lay—rmssmnanes from
our mission posts.

In the month of December, 1953, a veteran missionary-of the Indian
field, Mr. Andrew Vander Wagen passed away and was buried in the place
of his first mission labors, the village of Zuni, New Mexico. Although
brother Vander Wagen did not spend all his years in New Mexico with the
Mission of our church, we remember the years in which he did faithfully
work shoulder to shoulder with pioneers in the field and we extend to his
loved ones our ‘sincere sympathy in his departure.

On Sept. 5, 1953, the Mission Stafl lost a youthful, able and very con-
secrated worker in the person of Gordon Emil Lucht. He was born on
Jan. 31, 1924, of German Lutheran pavents. He came into contact with
ouyr chulch th] ough the work of our chaplains, J, C. Verbrugge and Harold
Dekker, on the island Guam, in the year 1945. His profession of faith be-
.came an established fact on Sept. 29, 1946, in the East Leonard Chureh.
Concerning his profession of faith, his pastor, the Rev. J. G. Van Dyke
declares, “Never before did we hear anyone give such profound reasons
for affiliating with our denomination.” Gordon Lucht’s love for the Lord
caused him almost at once to seek appointment on our Zuni Mission post
as principal of the school and vrelated activities. Amidst these activities
he was stricken with infantile paralysis. While submissive in grace to the
Lord’s will, he was taken home, to express his devotion to the Lord he loved.

Resolutions

Impressed as we are with these many losses in the ranks of our faith-
ful workers and retired servants of the Kingdom of our Lord, we advise
Synod to pass the following resolutions:

We gratefully acknowledge God’s goodness in that He has given us
these workers and submit to His all-wise providence in taking them from
us at such a time and place as He did.

We wish to express that the Lord may continue to pour out from the
fulness of His Comfort that measure of grace and strength which is needed
in the loss that has been borne.

Finally, we recommend that we give formal expression to our sym-
pathy by advising that these resolutions be recorded in the minutes of
Synod and be forwarded to the relatives of the departed. Adopted.

e ARTICLE 181
President Bel delivers the following closing address:
Dear Brethren in the Lord:

I want to begin my last message to you with an acknowledgement of our
debts to the many workers who made our stay on Calvin campus enjoyab]e
First of all our thanks to the Advisers of Synod who showed a lively
interest in the’ ‘things going on and served us frequently with splendid

. advice.

A word of thanks also to Dr. Ralph J. Danhof and Dr. E. Monsma.

- ‘What would Synod do without these men? Dr. Danhof is the link between

the past and the present. Dr. Monsma kept the reports flowing so regu-
larly that we were never without work, but do not forget Miss De Boer
who operates in the catacombs.

Next a word of appreciation to the nine advisory committees of Synod
for a job well done. . .
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We owe a great debt to the presidents of Calvin Seminary and Calvm
College and to many other members of the two faculties.

Let us not forget the janitors on the campus, the cooks in the Commons
Dbuilding and the matrons in the dormitory.

A very special “thank you” to my helpers on the platform. The con-
genial, efficient, well-informed Vice President, Rev. N. J. Monsma, who
though seated on my left hand, functioned as my right hand, a Vice Presi-
dent, indeed, but also a fine President. A similar testimony can be given
concerning the First Clerk, the Rev. P. Van Tuinen, and the Second Clerk,
Rev. J. Ehlers. Corrections of their work were hardly ever necessary.

If T have omitted any, to them my apology and thanks as well.

- A few months from now the Synod of 1954 will be a thing of the past
and what we have done will be a matter of record. It is too early to assess
the value of what we have done. Others, besides ourselves, will have to
judge in the light of experience whether our decisions were helpful or
harmful, whether we brought the church a step neaver to the goal or
whether we perhaps retarded her program. It certainly would not be right
for us to praise our own effort. We are indeed but earthen vessels.

I feel assured that we did the best we could. We worked many hours a
day. We read a mountainous volume of reports. We tried to solve the-
difficulties with which we were confronted. We tried to hold the fort. We
considered everything, so far as I am able to judge, in the light of Scrip-
ture, the Confessions and the Chureh Order.

Not every decision will find favor. Sometimes we lacked the insight,
the knowledge and the wisdom required to come to mature judgments. In a
few cases we had to suspend judgment altogether. Personally we become
more and more convinced that too many things that could be finished in
minor assemblies are brought to the Synod.

It also struck us that too many reports were altogether too late to be
considered carefully.

TFor one thing- I am deeply grvateful and that is the fine spirvit of
brotherhood that prevailed among us. We were like one large family.
There was not unanimity of opinion on all subjects, it is true; we even
differed sharply at times, but it never led to hard feelings or bitter words.
Not once did I or the vice-president have to rebuke a speaker for the
display of temper or other faults.

We were sad because of the South India situation, but even here where
rumot's were flying fast, we believe God’s Spirit soothed wounded hearts
and grieving souls and prevented us from losing our balance, and led us
to a solution that in time may prove to be acceptable to Him Who views
things in their totality. We see only in part, we prophesy in part, but
God knows all things. He sees the beginning and the end and all that lies
between.

And now brethren, may the God of all grace be with you and with the
church which I am sure we all love.

A safe journey home.

God bless you.

Vice-President Rev. N. J. Monsma responds, as follows:
M. President:

I am happy to be able to avail myself of this opportunity to express
. my thanks to you for your excellent leadership. It has been a pleasure for
me to sit at this table with you. As I do this I feel confident that the mem-
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bers of this Synod desire-to join me in this expression of appreciation.
We appreciate specifically your alertness and congeniality, may I say, your
Christian gentlemanliness? You have made things pleasant for us. We
hope we have not been too trying for you, and wish that God’s gracious
and abundant blessings may attend you upon your way, reallzmg, as we
know you do, tha.t our labors are not vain in the Lord.

ARTICLE 182
The assembly rises to sing the Doxology. The President leads in a
prayer of thanksgiving and mtercession.

The Synod is adjourned.

Attested « True Copy

DR. R. J. DANHOF, Stated Clerk
944 Neland Ave., SE,

Grand Rapids 7, Michigan,

U.S.A.

REV. H. BEL, President

REV. N. J. MONSMA, Vice-President
REV. P. VAN TUINEN, First Clerk .
REV. J. EHLERS, Second Clerk
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 1
(Arts. 51, 169)

THE CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION
To the Synod of 1954
DEAR BRETHREN:

OUR Committee for Chicago Jewish Mission and Nathanael In-

stitute consists at present of the following: the Rev. E. L. Haan,
Pres., the Rev. G. Zylstra, Vice Pres., the Rev. A. De Kruyter, Mr.
P. Euwema, Treasurer, Mr. Geo. De Boer, and the Rev. H. J. Triezen-
berg, Secretary. We can report that during the past year our staff
of devoted workers has again patiently and faithfully labored at the
task of ' bringing the Gospel to the Jew. As 'to the work here at
Nathanael Institute, we quote from the report of the Superintendent,
the Rev. J. R. Rozendal:

“The primary purpose of our work is to bring the gospel to the
many Jews in the Chicago area. This is done through personal work,
gospel meeting and Bible classes. The Medical clinic serves to give
expression to the Christian ministry of Mercy and brings many Jew-
ish people into the Mission to hear the gospel. In all classes we give
Bible instruction. Classes are held for children of pre-school age,
Grade ‘school children, High School students and also College men.
Two groups of Jewish mothers meet every week for sewing and Bible
study. The staff consists of the Rev. J. R. Rozendal, Sup’t, Miss
Edith Vander Meulen, Bible instructor, Dr. E. Van Reken, physician
in the Clinic, Miss Elizabeth Wesseling, nurse assisting at the Clinic.
Part time assistants are Mrs. S. Karsen, Miss Minnie Goossens, Ray-
mond Rozendal and Stewart Vander Woude. — During 1953 we held
168 gospel meetings, total attendance 727 ; 683 patients received medical
care in the Clinic. At 69 kindergarten class meetings a total of 646
children were present; grade school girls 74 meetings, total attendance
1094; Ladies Bible Class 41 meetings, total attendance 254; Wednes-
day evening Mothers Bible Class 40 meetings, total attendance 481;
Older Girls Club 12 meetings, total att. 72; Grade School Boys Bible
Class 39 meetings, total att. 276; High School Boys Class 22 meetings,
total att. 171; College boys Class 23 meetings, total att. 125. A total
of 425 visits were made to homes and shops. — A daily vacation Bible
School was held for three weeks from June 29 to July 17; average
daily attendance 23, total att. 322. Our Christmas program was held
- on Wed., December 23. About 100 children and adults were present.
The children and mothers rendered a program consisting of 28 num-
bers. They sang and spoke about the birth of Jesus. Many of the
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parents of the children were present to listen to their children speak
and sing about the birth of our Savior.” ,

Mr. Albert Huisjen writes about his work as follows: “The extent
of our Church Community Jewish Evangelism has steadily increased
during 1953 and also the interest shown therein. At this writing forty-
eight of our churches are participating in this missionary program by
definite arrangements with or through the respective Consistories or
mission committees representing them. Each of these churches or
groups of churches has a list of Jewish families in their particular
church neighborhood, and each has established a definite and continuous
gospel witness with them by use of the “Shepherd’s Voice” and per-
sonal work. This extends to about 1300 Jewish families. Eight of
our Neighborhood Chapels. are also participating in a definite way,
extending to another 300 families. Some fifty more of our churches
are particpating on a somewhat casual basis. These receive copies of
the Shepherd’s Voice for disiribution to Jewish people and to use in
casual contacts. Assuming that most of the copies used get into Jewish
homes, this adds another 1300 families. (This does not include copies
used by our Chicago and Paterson miissions). . .. At the turn of
1952-53 is was reported to us that a young Jewish mother was re-
ceived into the communion of our Church in Classis Wisconsin, Dur-
ing the summer of 1953 another young Jewish mother was likewise
received in one of our churches in Classis Grand Rapids East. Both
of these daughters of Israel were brought in through the work of the
local churches. — Although our field work was mainly carried on in
the Michigan area, we have sought to promote this cause on denomina-
tional scale by means of deputation work, Banner articles and provid-
ing mimeograph papers of a promotional nature. The challenge for
this work meets us everywhere. Where time permits and opportunity
. is given to present this cause and show how it can quite easily be
effected in church communities which have Jewish residents, the re-
sponse is generally good. ‘As concerns the Jewish people of our land,
the potential gospel outreach by means of this missionary program is
great indeed.”

As directed by last year’s Synod, your Board has continued its
efforts to expand the work, especially in view of our improved financial
condition. Since many Jews who used to live in the neighborhood of
Nathanael Institute have moved to other localities in the city of Chicago,
it seemed the part of wisdom to keep up contact with them, and through
them establish Bible classes and cottage meetings, which many of them
are willing to have in their homes. For this work we have engaged
Miss Nellie Van Mersbergen, who is a graduate of the Grand Rapids
Reformed Bible Institute and has had some years of experience in
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neighborhood evangelism. Miss Van Mersbergen has already entered
upon this work, as of January, 1954.

We again respectfully request Synod to grant us a quota of 60 cts.
per family for 1955 (To meet our proposed Budget we should have at
least 75 cts. per family, of course)

Respectfully submitted,
The Board of Nathanael Institute and
Chicago Jewish Mission
Henry J. TRIEZENBERG, Secretary

P.S. Classis Chicago North, in its session of January 20, 1954, ap-
proved the above report, as well as the accompanying financial report
and proposed Budget for 1955 and directed the Stated Clerk to-send
both on to Synod.

H. J. TriezEnBERG, S.C.

‘ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 1953
CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION OF THE
, CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH.

S RECEIPTS.
Jan. 1, 1953 Cash on hand ..oioeeieeeene - $:1,934.50 :
.In Tri-City Sav. & Loan ...... ] $10,500.00

Ree. from Medical Dept. .............. -3 1,472.25
Ret! from Class. Treas. ccveeceeceee. 27,615.94
Ret. from Synodical Treas. ... 20,690.17
Don. Churches & Societies .......eeee.-... 1,697.01
Don. Individuals 266.00
Mise: Receipts 50.70

* Intérest on Gv't. Bonds cceueroecccnencee © 285.00°
Withholding ‘Taxes .......... 1,408:55 < - -
From J. B. Nagel Estate .... 270.00 -

Total Receipts: ..o $53,705.62 * $53,705.62
$55,640.12
DISBURSEMENTS :

Salaries $15,884.75
Auto Allowances 758.18
Rent Allowances 1,200.00
Child Allowance 350.16
Printing 885.65
Insurance 1,222.36
Medicines 433.66
Heating -~ 850.44
Salaries (Ass’ts.) : . 481.50
Taxes 430.93
Class Supplies . 156.67
Building Repairs 853.59

Cleaning - 19.00
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Mise. Expense .....ccomveccemmveeeee. 259,27
Telephone ......... 162.36
Light .o 122.47
Travel EXpense ....coioccrieeeinne. 448,97
Postage & Stationery ...l 355.76
Janitors Supplies ........ 30.77
Withholding Taxes ........ .. 1,484.25
Purchase of Gv't. Bonds ..., 16,834.72
$43,225.46
$43,225.46
Balance on Hand Dec. 31, 1953 $12,414.66
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES DECEMBER 31, 1953.
- ASSETS: LIABILITIES:

Cash on hand .. ; $12,414.66 None
On Dep. Tri-City S. & L oo, 10,500.00
In Gov't. Bonds ..o 16,834.72
Buildings:

Nathanael Institute

Parsonage for Minister

(Both free of indebtedness)

Total .A.SSQtS; $39,749.38 P. R.'Euwema’ Treas.

CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION OF THE
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1954.

Pastor's Salary i $ 3,600.00
Pastor’s Car Allowance - 400.00
Pastor’s Child Allowance . ..ooooeioeoeaieeeeeeeeceeenee 350.00
Field Worker’'s Salary .. 3,300.00
Field Worker’s Car Allowance ....... 400.00
Field Worker’s Rent Allowance ....coooooiomooneececnne. 700.00
Lady Worker’s Salaries . - 5,100.00
Lady Worker’s Rent Allowance 1,000.00
Lady Worker’s Travel Expense . 250.00
Doctors S2lATY oo e e 2,500.00
Nurse’s Salary (Est.) cceeomcvanns e 1,500.00
Office Clerk Sal. (BSt.) e v 600,00
Janitor’s Salary .. 2,250.00
Part time workers eemvaeeanes ; 1,000.00
Gas, Electric & Fuel ..o 1,100.00
Insurance & License ......... 400.00
Repairs & Decorating ...t e 500.00
Medical Supplies 800.00
Travel Expense : ~ 200.00
Janitor & Class Supplies ..o 350.00
Printing & Shepherds Voice . 1,500.00
Telephone 150.00
Postage . . 150.00
Gen. Office Expense 300.00
Mise. EXDENSE .oecereereesneaeceerarnns 150.00

Total ...ceeee $28,560.00
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 2
(Arts. 155, 165)

THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

EsTeEMED BRETHREN:

T is 150 years ago that the first Bible Society was organized m
London on March 7, 1804. This movement spread to different
countries. Today there are twenty-five national Bible Societies, united
together in “the United Bible Societies”. The sole purpose of these
twenty-four national Bible Societies, working in full co-operation
with each other 1s “to tronslate, publish and distribute the Holy Scrip-
tures without note or comment and without purpose of profit.” Eleven
of these national Bible Societies are very young as they were instituted
in the years 1937 to 1948. Four of these are in the Far East, six in
Europe and only one in Latin America.

At our annual meeting we received a report of all the work that had
been done by these societies in the 150 years since the beginning of
this movement. 1,200,000,000 copies of the Word of God in more than

900 languages and dialects have been distributed, donated or sold below
" cost. . These United Bible Societies are planning to publish and circulate
25,000,000 copies of the Holy Scriptures in 1954, But the actual need
is for 50,000,000 volumes a year. Let us remember that the giant share
of this work has to be done by the British and American Bible So-
cieties. Larger supplies of Scriptures are needed each year. So far it
has never been possible to supply enough Bibles. Let us also remember
that literacy is increasing today throughout the whole world. Millions
of people In India, Africa and other lands are taught to read and
Communism is ready to supply the reading matter. This is the chal-
lenge to the church to give to these teeming millions the Word of Life.

The United Bible Societies plan to prepare a good-will book in which
everyone, who would like to help to extend the distribution of God’s
Word and make a donation for this cause, would inscribe his or her
name. This book, when completed and assembled would be a mighty
testimony of the faith and willingness of God’s people to share their
spiritual treasures with others. The funds collected would be used ex-
clusively for more Bibles for foreign mission work.

Our American Bible Society has been able to extend its work again
in this year 1953. But the field is always changing. The emergency in
Germany and Japan has been decreased. There is still a great demand
for Scriptures, but the supplies are increasing. It is impossible to get
Bibles behind the iron curtain in Russia or China. But the American
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Bible Society is able to get paper, type and binding material over the
border, and Scriptures are printed and distributed in Communist coun-
tries. Large groups of Chinese people are reached outside of their
native land; among about 25 millions of them Bible work is regularly
carried on. :

In Okinawa the American Bible Society, through the Japanese Bible
Society, is now able to reach a large group of people that were for-
merly deprived of the Word of God.

In Korea, the work is vigorously carried on and extended among
the natives as well as among the 1n1htary forces. During our meeting
a cablegram was received stating that in the great fire that destroyed
a Iarge part of Pusan, the Bible House was burned with a loss of
almost 700,000 SCl‘lthI‘ES But the plates were saved and printing can
be resumed both mn Korea and other places.

The work of translation and printing for various tribes in Africa
is growing. More intensive work is carried on in Liberia by appointing
and sending a secretary for aid in tlansIatton printing and distribution
of Scriptures.

. In the Bible lands the distribution is carried on by camel, especially
in Lebanon.

Latin America continues to be hungry for the Word of God. The
Bible Society of Brazil circulated more than -a million and a half of
volumes last year. The total circulation in Latin America was over
three million voltmes. ,

- The service among the Negro population in our own country is cai-
ried on vxgozously Colporteurs are increasingly doing this 1mportant
work of carrying God's Word to remote territories.

The brightest spot is the work for the blind. The whole Bible or .
portions of it are now obtainable in 36 -languages. Many calls come
for such books from veterans hospitals. They are even obtainablé in
the Hausa language used in Nigeria where we carry on our mission
work.

Secretary Dr. Nida travels all over the world to assist in Bible
translations. In May 1953 he joined with members of the Netherlands
Bible Society in Djakarta, to help giving the people of Indonesia Bi-
" bles in their own tongue.

God has blessed and prospered the work of the American Bible
Society. Let me give you the complete figures for the year 1952, in-
cludmg the volumes for the blind:

AL HOME oo 7,822,644

ADTOAA e e eeenae s 5,546,386
~ Total R 13,369,030
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The budget for the new year has been increased, but it does not in-
clude the program for advance .that is deemed necessary. There is need
of $159,000 for Bibles for re-established churches and homes in Korea;
for Colporteurs in Okinawa and Japan; for extension work in Formosa
and in the Philippines; also for new work in India, Pakistan and
Indonesia.

There is need for $163,500 for enlarged work in the Near East;
also for Latin America, and the United States. '
The need is there; the plans are made; are God’s people ready to

supply the funds to give the Bread of Life to the hungry and the Light
to those who sit in darkness?

I am sorry to report that the gifts from our churches for the Amer-
ican Bible Society have decreased more than 25 percent during this
year. This is undoubtedly due to misunderstanding and misrepre-
sentation.

‘May T kindly ask Synod to recommend this cause to all our churches
in the United States for increased moral and financial support.

Respectfully submitted,
HesseL Bouma
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 3
 (Arts. 101, 165)

REVISION OF FORM FCR THE LORD’S SUPPER

To The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 1954,
EsTEEMED BRETHREN,

OUR committee has complied with the insirtictions of Synod 1953,

Acts, Art. 163, B, 3 and solicited the reactions of the consistories
to its 1953 Report. A questionnaire was sent to all consistories listed
in the 1953 Yearbook (430). For the information and guidance of
Synod we present a brief resumé of the responses received.

I. Recommendation I of the 1953 Report advised that the prepara-
tory part of the Form should not be read separately, and that churches
now using it on the preparatory Sunday be advised to discontinue this
practice. Opinion on this point was almost evenly divided, 160 for
and 152 against the recommendation. As is to be expected those who
disagreed often accompanied their return with reasons for using the
first part of the Form in the preparatory service. A large number of
our churches, in spite of Synodical recommendation to the contrary,
are following this procedure, and find it satisfactory. Some read the
entire Form at the administration; others only I Corinthians 11. It is
interesting to note that such a use of the Form was also advocated by
a proportionately large number of the new churches in Canada.

II. Recommendation I1 advocated that no extensive revision or ab-
breviation of our Form be made. This received almost unanimous en-
dorsement, 271 for and 41 opposed. Thus it is evident that most of
our consistories feel no need of radical revision. A few letters were
received arguing the necessity of such revision, but several also sug-
gested making no changes at all. It would seem that the old Form
has a place of deep regard in the hearts of our people. Of course,
there is danger of unhealthy conservatism, clinging to the old forms
when they have lost their effectiveness. It is also interesting to ob-
serve that many consistories voting for this recommendation have not
hesitated to introduce their own adaptations in administering the
Sacrament.

ITT. Recommendation III contained two parts, IITA reconunending
the adoption of an abbreviated Form for use in the second adminis-
tration of the Lord’s Supper; and ITIB advising that the use of the-
long Form be made mandatory for the first administration. ITTA won
approval 221 to 80, and IIIB by 246 to 40. Most of those opposing a

-
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shorter Form did so because they felt no need of it since they use the
first part of the Form on preparatory Sunday. Several objected to
the use of “mandatory” in the second recommendation: Most of the
consistories that did not vote on this point did so because they use
the Form in two parts.

- In this connection we also report on response to Recommendation
VII, adoption of a proposed abbreviated Form. Consistories were
asked whether they preferred it still shorter; the result: Yes, 80; No,
160. It is only fair to state that many who voted “No” did not favor
such a form at all. Responses indicate that the status of the second
administration of the Lord’s Supper is a disputed question. Must it
be regarded as a continuation of the first administration, or a dlstmct
administration ?

TV. The Committee’s recommendation that the sermon be preached
between the reading of the Form and the prayer did not find favor,
the vote being 84 for and 217 against. Some regarded it as in violation
of Article 62 C.O. and others found it liturgically objectionable. Not a
few suggested it be left to the option of the consistories.

V. Recommendation V hsted five major changes suggested by the
committee.

2. Using the Lord’s Prayer only once was approved by a vote of
287 to 17.

b. Placing the Apostle’s Creed before the Lord’s Prayer was ap-
proved 211 to 91. However, several commented that the Creed should
not be in the prayer at all, and some consistories are already using it
at some other point in the admxmstratlon

¢. Dropping the words “a psalm shall be sung”, etc. was approved
243 to 54. It was suggested that “shall” could well be changed to

éx 2

may’’.

d. Revision of the list of “gross sins” was approved 208 to 93.
Several appended a note that this approval was to the principle rather
than the actual proposed revision. Main objection to the proposed
revision was its tendency to generalize rather than mention specific
sins as is done in the present Form. On the basis of replies received
your committee feels that satisfactory revision of this part of the Form
is perhaps its most difficult assignment.

e. Opinion on the elimination of the quotation of Christ’s words at
the institution taken from the Gospels was rather evenly divided:
169 yes, and 136 no.

V1. About seventy (70) consistories and a few ministers made sug-
gestions as to changes, a few rather extensively. It will take too much
space to list these, but your committee will give them careful attention
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in making its revision. Obviously it will be impossible to please every
one since what one finds excellent another finds objectionable. The most
commonly suggested improvement was breaking up long sentences into
short ones, and use of modern terms for some archaic expressions.

From the above summary it appears that in general the consistories
took this matter seriously. As committee we appreciate the good re:
sponse, 312 returns out of 430, and the many worthwhile suggestions
sent us. The response indicates considerable diversity of opinion on
some matters so it will be impossible to satisfy everyone. Happily, there
is overwhelming sentiment against extensive revision and abbreviation,
and we consider this a mandate to keep changes to a minimum.

Because of the great amount of material received and our conviction
that it will be impossible to incorporate it into a worthy revision in
the short time at our disposal, your committee is not submitting a pro-
posed revision at this time. However, in the light of the information
submitted above we are making a few recommendations in the hope
that Synod may see fit to adopt them as guiding principles for further
work in revision of the Form.

I8

" Recommendations:
I. Synod declare that no extensive revision or abbreviation of our
beautiful and well-rounded Form for the Lord’s Supper shall be made.

Ground: It appears from the investigation of the Committee that
this is the desire of the great majority of our consistories.

II. Synod leave the reading of the part of the Form which concerns
self-examination at the preparatory service to the discretion of the con-
sistories. Since the present Form is not intended for such use Synod
approve such revision of the Form as shall adapt it for this purpose.
This would include closing the preparatory service with an appropriate
prayer, and adding a brief summary of the first part of the Form by
way of introduction to the part concerning the remembrance of Christ.

Grounds:

1. Practical. It has appeared from the response of the consistories
that many of our churches are following this practice, and find it
satisfactory. It is doubtful whether the recommendation of 1953 on
this matter could have been enforced, Perhaps many churches have not
tried this method because of Synodlcal decision discouraging it, and:
might find it satisfactory if given a trial.

2. Historical. Although our Dutch Reformed Churches did not feel
the need of such a preparatory form yet the Form in use by the Ger-
man Reformed Churches, from which much of our present Form is
derived, does consist of two parts as suggested above. This is not an
innovation, but has good historical precedent.
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3. Liturgically. While it is true that the Form belongs with the

Sacrament the preparatory service stands in intimate connection with
_the Lord’s Supper. The fact that our fathers felt the need of a pre-

paratory service would argue the propriety of using the form at that
time also. In this way all three points of self-examination will be
brought before the congregation. On the other hand, the contention
that self-examination should also be mentioned at the administration is
correct. Therefore the suggestion that a brief summary introduce the
second part of the Form as a reminder to those who partake. Finally,
such a splitting up of the Form in large measure solves the knotty
problem of desire for a shortened Form for the second administration.
Admittedly, this second Communion service will always present prob-
lems, varying according to local conditions, ‘but adoption of the above
recommendation presents the safest and simplest solution.

(NOTE: In connection with this recommendation objection may be
made that this involves a violation of Article 62 C.O. Incidentally, it
is interesting to observe that this Article does not prescribe either
preparatory or applicatory sermons. Your committee does not share
this objection, but is of the conviction that the intent of the Church
Order is-only: (1) to insist that the Lord’s Supper shall be admin-
istered in a regular service accompanied by the preaching of the Word;
and (2) io provide that the official Form shall be used. However,
should Synod deem revision of Article 62 necessary to provide for
Recommendation IT we recommend that this be referred to the com-
mittee charged with revision of the Church Order.)

ITI. Regarding major revisions as suggested under Recommendation
V of the 1953 Report we recommend:

A. Synod approves of using the Lord’s Prayer only once, namely,
in the prayer, and not a second time in the thanksgiving.

B. Synod declares that the Apostles’ Creed is to be regarded as part
of the prayer and approves placing it before the Lord’s Prayer.

Grounds: Leading authorities agree that it is meant as part of the
prayer (cf. Dr. B. Wielenga, Ons Avondmaalsformulier, p. 349). Com-
pare also several of the prayers found in our Psalter Hymnal, pp. 75,
79. Since the Lord’s Prayer is a perfect summing up of our petitions
(as the inspired Word) it should not be followed by even so honored
a human document as the Creed.

C. Instead of dropping the words “a psalm shall be sung”, etc. Synod
decides to change “shall” to “may”.

Ground: This leaves the use of a meditation, Scripture reading,
singing or playing of psalms or hymns to the discretion of the con-
sistories. This change was suggested by several consistories..
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D. Synod approve the principle of a revision of the list of “gross
sins” in the interest of making it more meaningful to our people in
the light of modern conditions. The committee is instructed to incor-,
porate such a revised list into its proposed revised Form.

IV. We recothmend that Synod again appoint a committee for re-
vision of the Form for the Lord’s Supper in line with the decisions
that may be taken re the above recommendations.

Ground: Many consistories expressed themselves as in favor of
some such revision.

Praying for the Lord’s blessing upon the members of Synod in all
their labors we ‘respectfully submit our report.
The Committee:

Rev. Jorn C. VERBRUGGE

Rev. ELco H. OosTENDORP, Secretary
Rev. J. K. Vax Baaren

Rev. Joun HANENBURG
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 4
(Arts. 126, 165)

REALIGNMENT OF MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Committee on Realignment of Missions and Church Extension
wishes to bring the following information and request before the Synod
of 1954:

1) Our reports (Minority and Majority on this problem were pre-
sented after a two-year study to the Synod of 1953. (Cf. Acts,
1953, Supplement 31, pp. 427 fi.)

2) The Synod of 1953 “deferred action on both the majority and
minority reports and recommended them to the churches for
study.” (Acts, 1953, p. 34.)

3) The Synod of 1953 continued the committee but charged it with
no specific work or function.

4) The committee, therefore, respectfully requests that its work be
declared finished and that the committee itself be discharged.

Respéctfully submitted.

J. M. Vanpe KierT
G. StoB

J. A. MuLDER

W. P. Brixk

R. P. DE Groor

R. DE Ripper

E. StRIXWERDA
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 5
(Arts. 155, 165)

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:
UR Church has the reputation of being very faithful in doing its.
share in supporting the work of the American Bible Society. The
congregations north of the United States border have not yet in that
measure made their contribution to the British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety. ‘This failure is not the result of ill-will and lack of interest, but
is due we may be sure to our new-ness. There is so much to be done
in the way of stabilizing our own congregational life, building churches
and parsonages, and the making of at least a partial payment toward
the support of our denominational projects, that we have scarcely had
time to pay heed to the matter of Bible translation and distribution.

We may be certain that no consistory objects to making such con-
tribution as is requested and recommended by Synod, and are confident
‘that ample support will be forthcoming in due time. The total con-
tributed to this cause in 1953 by the congregations which constitute
the four all-Canadian Classes, is $583.83. Of this the lion’s share came
from Classis Alberta. )

The Bible Society is presently celebrating its sesquicentennial, hav-
ing been organized in the year 1804. Its Canadian Auxiliaries came
_into existence at later dates, the first being that of New Brunswick

dating from 1819. It would be particularly appropriate that our con-
gregations should make a contribution this year, even though it be
small, toward the support of this organization.

The exact nature of its work was made plain in last year’s report,
and scarcely needs repeating. It is obvious that it is similar to that
carried on by the other Bible Societies. Bibles are printed, and dis-
tributed from Bible Houses and depots and with the help of colpor-
teurs, about 1000 being in its employ throughout the world.

An effort 1s being put forth by the Canadian Council of Churches,
in connection with the 150th anniversary of the Society, to call the
people back to the Bible. This “Recall” has the endorsement of the
denominations linked up with the Council. It is hoped that this effort
may encourage many to use the Scriptures in their daily 