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SYNODICAL PRAYER SERVICE
Held at

BROADWAY AVE. CHRISTIAN RETORMED CHURCH
GRAND l\APIDS MicuiGAN

TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 1952
7:45 P.M.

Rev. J .T. HoLWERDA, Présiding

Rev. HENRY BAKER

Pastor of the Auburn Park Christian Reformed Church, Chicago, Illmow,
President of the Christian Reformed Synod 1951, meachmg the sermon
and leading in prayer for Synod. ‘

Organist: Mrs. Henry Joustra
Duet: Mrs. Harold Hoogerhyde and Miss Helen Rickers

PrerLupe—“If Thou but suffer God to Guide Thee’—Neumark-Bach
“God my Saviour walks besides me” — Bach
“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire” ~— Careless-Schreiner

SiLeNT PravER (Unannounced and concluded on the Organ No. 465)
Song No. 335 (Standing)
Invocarion (Standing)
SaruraTioN (Standing)
- Groria Patri, No. 467 (Standing)
READING OF THE PsALM OF PRAISE
AposTLES” CrEED (In Unison — Standing)
Song No. 263 (Seated)
PraYER
~ SonG No. 43 anp OFrerING — Soldiers’ Fund
OFFERTORY PRAVER AND RESPONSE ON THE ORGAN
DueT — “Great Shepherd Who Leadest”
ScrRIPTURE REeADING: Acts 20:17-38
TExT — Acts 20:28
SERMON

“TAKE HEED UNTO YOURSELF AND TO THE FLOCK”
PravER For Synop
DuET — “Teach Me to Pray Lord”
Sonc No. 390
BENEDICTION
- Doxorogy — No. 468
~ PostLUDE — “Faith” — Mendelssohn



ACTS OF SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, Michigan

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 11
First Session

ARTICLE 1

At 9 30 A M. the delegates to Synod, assembled in the Calvin Col-
lege Auditorium, are called to order by the Reverend Henry Baker,
the President of the Synod of 1951. He requests Synod to sing Psalter
Hymnal No. 63. He reads Psalm 33, and then leads in prayer using
the “Opening Prayer for Ecclesiastical Assemblies.”

ARTICLE 2

The Rev. H. Baker delivers the following message to Synod:
Esteemed Brethren — Delegates to Synod:

It gives me pleasure to greet and welcome you in the name of the Lord.

This can be and should be an important Synod. Weighty matters will
be considered. Vacancies in our Seminary must be filled. You will have
to deal with what is called “The Seminary Situation.” It has been with
us too long. The welfare of our Church is jeopardized by its existence.
Our expanding mission program at home and abroad calls for sympathetic
_ consideration and adequate implementation. These and many other mat-
ters of vital concern to the Church compose a heavy agenda.

Many, if not all delegates, have come to Synod with heavy hearts. There
is, however, nothing to fear. The Lord is on our side. With Him as our
helper we can face all problems and issues calmly and courageously. May
you do what must be done after due and considerate deliberation, without
prejudice.

There is a danger that, because the disposition of certain matters can-
not be delayed, other equally important things will receive scant consider-
ation. That would be lamentable.

God give you grace to conduct the business of the Church and her ng
expeditiously.

“Quit ye like men, be strong!”

Henry Baker.

ARTICLE 3
The President pro-tem requests the Stated Clerk to serve as clerk
until the election of officers of Synod is completed.

3
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ARTICLE 4

The delegates present their credentials.

The Synod is composed of

the following delegates representing the various Classes:

CLASSIS ALBERTA
Ministers......... E. H. Oostendorp
J. C. Verbrugge

E'lders......; ....... H. A. Wierenga
G. Weenink
CLASSIS CALIFORNIA

Ministers ... K. De Waal Malefyt
B. Ibershof

Elders.....ucouen L. Van Noord
, W. Monsma
CLASSIS CHICAGO NORTH
Ministers......... H. J. Triezenberg
W. Kok
Elders............... D. T. Prins
A. J. De Boer
CLASSIS CHICAGO SOUTH
Ministers......... G. Hoeksema,
P. Holwerda
Elders............... W. J. Stob

J. Kortenhoeven

CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS

SOUTH
© Ministers...... H. Bel
W. Van Peursem
Eldgrs .............. R. Wierenga

J. Beukema

CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS

EAST
Ministers......... F. W. Van Houten
: H. B. Spaan

Elders...... Dr. J. De Vries

Dr. R. S. Van Harn

CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS
WEST
Ministers......... B. Masselink
J. T. Holwerda

Elders ............... C. Van Valkenburg
C. ‘Faber -
CLASSIS HACKENSACK
Ministers.........A C. Van Ens
‘W. Heynen
Elders....-. J. Hamstra

N. Beversluis

CLASSIS HOLLAND
Ministers.......... G. Kok

T. Verhulst
Elders..n--.. N. Stielstra
R. Holwerda
CLASSIS HUDSON
Ministers......... S. Van Dyken
J. P. Smith
Elders......oeeu.d S. Bangma
C. Lont
CLASSIS KALAMAZOO
Ministers....— A. Dusseljee
J. Vander Ploeg
Elders.. .- H. Schuurman
G. Kamp

. CLASSIS MINNESOTA
Ministers......... P. Van Tuinen
P. . Dahm
Elders.............. A. Ledeboer
J. Vander Pol

CLASSIS MUSKEGON

Ministers.........d G. Vander Kooi
R. Wildschut
Elders............... P. Timmer
W. Speet

CLASSIS ONTARIO
Ministers......... R. J. Bos

C. Witt
Elders............... C. Tigchelaar
W. Kleefman
CLASSIS ORANGE CITY
Ministers......... D. D. Bonnema
. G. Vander Plaats
Elders.u--... D. Zonneveld
F. De Jong
CLASSIS OSTFRIESLAND
Ministers......... H. Petersen
K. Tebben
E'Zde’rs ............... H. Christiang
) " 'J. "Huisinga

CLASSIS PACIFIC
Ministers.......... C. M. Schoolland
P. A. Spoelstra
Elders..cn. M. Vander Griend '
J. Orange



ARrTICLES 5, 6,7, 8, 9  5

CLASSIS PELLA

CLASSIS. WISCONSIN

Ministers.......... C. R. Veenstra Ministers.........G. J. Rozenboom
H. Vander Kam B. T. Haan
Elders..m - J. Davids Elders.. .- D. Verhage
A. Slings F. Voskuil
CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER CLASSIS ZEELAND
Ministers........ J. Zwaanstra Minister........... J. Guichelaar
B. J. Haan H. Verduin
Blders... ... J. A. Hubers Elders............ H. Holstege
" G. Vander Lugt J. Poest
ARTICLE 5

Synod is declared constituted and proceeds to elect the following
officers:

President oo Tre Reverenp H. BeL
of Dorr, Mich.
Vice-President o eeecrereceeenee w--THE Reverenp W. Kok
of Chicago, TIl
First Clerk oo N Tre Reverenp P. HoLwerpa
of Lansing, Il
Second Clevhkaeaeaaen. Tue Revirenp P. Van TuiNen

of Leota, Minn.

The Reverend H. Bel addresses Synod, bespeaking the patient co-
operation of the delegates and urging the necessity of prayerful in-
dustry on the part of all. He commends the excellent direction given
Synod by the Rev. Baker’s sermon of last evening.

| ARTICLE 6
The President of Synod reads the “Public Dedaration of Agree-
ment with the Forms of Unity,” and all delegates, while standing, ex-
press their agreement. )

ARTICLE 7
The President welcomes the Rev. H. Blystra, Secretary of Home
Missions; the Rev. J. M. VandeKieft, Home Missionary at Large;
the Dr. R. DeGroot, Secretary of Missions; the Professors of the
Seminary ; the President of Calvin College; the Editors of our Church
Papers and other press representatives; the Stated Clerk; and visitors.

ARTICLE 8
Synod dec:1des to arrange a schedule of sessions in accordance with
that of previous Synods, namely, 8:30 A.M. to 11 45 AM., with a
_fifteen minutes recess at 9:45; 1:30 P.M. to 5:45 P.M., with a fifteen
minute recess at 3:15 P.M.

ARTICLE 9
" The President appoints the following to serve as Program Comsmit-
tee: The Officers of Synod, the Revs. E. H. Oostendorp, F. Van



6 ‘ Acts oF Sywnop, 1952

Houten, J. T. Holwerda, G. Xok, J. P. Smith, B. T. Haan, H. Ver-
duin; and the Elders L. Van Noord, Dr. R. S. Van Harn, J. Hamstra,
H. Schuurman P. Timmer, C. Tigchelaar, D. Zonneveld, H. Chris-
tians, M. Vander Griend, J. Davids, J. A. Hubers. :

ARTICLE 10

Motion prevails to defer consideration of the report on Rules for
Synodical Procedure, cf. Supplement No. 31, and to abide by the ex-
isting rules for this session.

ARTICLE 11

To give the Program Committee time to prepare its report, Synod
adjourns until 3:30 P.M., and the Rev. W. Kok closes with prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 11
Second Session

ARTICLE 12

After Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 6, the Rev. D. D. Bonnema
leads in prayer.
‘ ARTICLE 13

The Program Committee, the First Clerk Rev. P. Holwerda report—
ing, presents its report, and advises that the following Committees be
appointed :

CoummITtTEE No. 1 — Calvin College and Seminary
.................................................. Faculty Room, Seminary Building
Chairman — Rev. D. D. Bonnema
" Reporter — Rev. ]J. C. Verbrugge

Rev. J. P. Smith Elder R. T. Holwerda
Rev. K. deWaal Malefyt Eider R. S. Van Harn
Rev. H. Vander Kam Elder A. Sling

Rev. N. Beversluis
College Adviser: Prof. W. Spoelhof

CoMMITTEE No. 2-— Educational Maotters.......Student Lounge,
........................ Seminary Building — Main Floor, N. W. Corner
Chairman — Elder C. Van Valkenburg
Reporter — Rev. J. Vander Ploeg

Rev. G. Vander Plaats Elder D. Verhage
Rev. B. T. Haan . Elder J. Poest

Rev. P. Dahm Elder H. Christians
‘ . Adviser: Prof. M. Wyngaarden
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ComMITTEE No. 3 — Indian and Foreign Missions. ...
..... Class Room No. 1, Seminary Building
Chairman — Rev. G. Hoeksema
. Reporter — Rev. J. T. Holwerda

Rev. K. Tebben Elder H. Schuurman

Rev. S. Van Dyken ' Elder W. Speet

Elder J. Buikema Elder F. Voskuil ' ,
FElder N. Stielstra Adviser: Prof. W. Rutgers

COMMITTEE No 4 — Home Missions Committee. ...

...... Class Room No. 2, Seminary Bu1ldmg
Chau'man—«Rev C. Veenstra

Reporter — Rev. W. Van Peursem

Rev. R. Wildschut Elder J. Kortenhoeven

Rev. E. Masselink Elder J. Hamstra

Rev. T. Verhulst Elder J. Vander Pol

Elder H. A. Wierenga Adviser: Prof. H. Boer
COMMITTEE No. 5-— Publication Committee . weeoeeoacnee.

Class Room No. 3, Semlnary Bmldlng

C hazrm(m —Rev. C. Schoolland
Reporter — Rev. H. J. Triezenberg

Rev. B. Ibershof Elder W. Kleefman
Rev. G. Vander Kooi Elder H. Holstege

. -Elder S. Bangma Elder F. De Jong
Elder W. Monsma Adviser: Prof. G. Stob

CoMmMmITTEE No. 6 — Church Ovrder - _—
..... SSUSIOTUYPRI O t-1-1- B . e o) s+ No 4, Seminary Bulldmg
Chairman — Rev. G. Kok
Reporter — Rev. G. J. Rozenboom

Rev. H. Petersen Elder G. Weenink

Rev. H. B. Spaan Elder W. Stob

Rev. C. Witt , Elder C. Lont

Elder M. Vander Griend Adwviser: Prof. H. Schultze

.......................................... Class Room No.'5, Seminary Building
Chairman — Rev. H. Verduin
: Reporter — Rev. E. H. Qostendorp
Rev. R. Bos : Elder J. De Vries

Rev. B. J. Haan ‘ Elder B. Zonneveld
Elder D. T. Prins Elder J. A. Hubers

Elder R. Wierenga - Aduviser: Prof. L. Berkhof
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ComM1TTEE No. 8 — Protests and Appeals...nnecreceececacecann.
........................................ Class Room No. 6, Seminary Building
Chairman — Rev. F. Van Houten
Reporter — Rev. C. Van Ens

Rev. W. Heynen Elder C. Tigchelaar

Rev. A. Dusseljee Elder J. Orange

Elder C. Faber Elder J. Davids

Elder A. Ledeboer Adviser: Prof. W. Hendriksen

CoMMITTEE No. 9— Budget MalterS . eeeeeenceceecemeecacaane
...................................................... Girls’ Lounge, College Building
Chairman — Rev. J. Guichelaar
Reporter — Elder L. Van Noord

Rev. J. Zwaanstra Elder G. Kamps
Rev. P. A. Spoelstra Elder J. Huisinga
Elder P. Timmer Elder G. Vander Lugt
Elder A. De Boer
ARTICLE 14
Synod adopts the report of the Program Committee.
' ARTICLE 15

The President appoints the following Committee re the requests of
four theological graduates seeking admission to candidacy under spe-
cial circumstances: the Officers of Synod and Elders Drs. J. De Vries

and R. Wieringa. (See Art. 25)

- ARTICLE 16
The President appoints an Obituary Commitice: the Revs. R, J.
Bos and H. J. Triezenberg. (See Art. 128)

ARTICLE 17 -
The President appoints a Reception Committee: the Revs. J. Van-
der Ploeg and C. M. Schoolland. (See Arts. 35, 57, 64, 65, 66, 98, 99)

ARTICLE 18

The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Committee, Synod
approves the report. (See Supplement No. 39A) '

The Stated Clerk reads his report. Synod approves the report.
(Supplement No. 39B)

The Stated Clerk reads a communication from Professor Volbeda
in which the professor informs Synod of his inability, for reasons of
health, to continte in active service for another year. Synod refers
the communication to the Educational Committee. (cf. Art. 193, IT)

ARTICLE 19
Motion prevails to meet in full session briefly Thursday morning,
. after which the day is to be devoted to Committee meetings.
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: ARTICLE 20
Motion prevails to meet Saturday morning.

ARTICLE 21
Synod adjourns to meet in Committees. Dr. J. De Vries leads in
closing prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 12
Third Session

ARTICLE 22
After Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 177, the Rev. K. De Waal
Malefyt leads in prayer.
| ARTICLE 23
The first clerk reads the minutes of the previous sessions, and Synod
approves. .
' ARTICLE 24
Roll calls reveals that all but two delegates are present. Rev. P. F.
Dahm is absent. Elder L. Orange takes the place of H. Schuurman,
and expresses agreement with the Forms of Unity.

ARTICLE 25
TheiAdvisory Committee (cf. Art. 15) re the requests of four theo-
logical graduates seeking admission to candidacy under special priv-
ileges, Rev. Peter Holwerda reporting, presents the following: -

I. Tue RequesT oF MR. A, DE JAGER.

Synod admit Mr. A. De Jager to examination for candidacy, with-
out further study, in as much as he has satisfied the requirements speci-
fied for him by the Synod of 1951. This is attested by letters from the
.Executive Committee for Home Missions and from the Consistory of
the Taber church, which he has been serving. Adopted.

II. Tuae Reguest oF MR. RoBERT SUTTON.
Synod adopt the Overture of Classis Holland. The grounds adduced
therein are sufficiently weighty. (Overture 25). Adopted.

ITI. Tue Request oF MRr. EugeNE E. CALLENDER.
Synod adopt the Overture of Classis Holland. The grounds adduced
therein are sufficiently weighty. (Overture 26). Adopted.

IV. Tuae ReQuest oF MR. MArRTIN WOUDSTRA.

Documents in the case.

Letter of Third Christian Reformed Church Edmonton.

Letter of Mr. Woudstra.

Letter Philadelphia Presbytery—Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
Letter of Recommendation Westminster Seminary. :

SRS
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b. Recommendations;
1. Synod waive the rule requiring at least one year attendance at
Calvin Seminary.

Grounds;
a. The present emergency existing in the Canadian church.

b. The full theological training which he has received at a recog-
nized institution of Reformed character. Adopted.

2. Synod admit Mr. Woudstra to candidacy only by way of the
regular examination. Adopied. (cf. art. 45)

ARTICLE 26 ,
Synod decides to accept the invitation of the Christian Refofmed
Board of Missions to view the new motion picture of our African
Mission Field Thursday evening at 9 p.m.

' ARTICLE 27
Synod approves the examination schedule for Friday, June 13, as
published in our Church papers. This schedule was prepared in accord-
ance with the decision of Synod 1951. (cf. Acts. of 1951, Article 170.
p- 9%.)
ARTICLE 28
Synod decides that delegates will have opportunity to question as
usual after the scheduled examiners have concluded their examination.

ARTICLE 29
Synod approves the decision of the Sermon Committee to have a
forty-five minute consultation period with the candidates before Synod
conducts the regular examination in the various subjects. This -con-~
ference to be held after devotions, while Synod continues in session.

ARTICLE 30 '

The stated Clerk reads the report of the Study Committee on the
Form for Ezcommunication of members by Baptism. Committee re-
quests another year for study. Synod accedes to this request. Report
referred to the committee on appointments. (See Art. 140-VI-B-33)

- ARTICLE 31
‘Synod adjourns until Friday morning. Elder A. De Boer offers
the closing prayer.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 13
Fourth Session

" ARTICLE 32
Rev C. Witt leads in devotions. Song No. 85. Scripture Psalm 23.
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ARTICLE 33 ‘
Elder H. Schuurman resumes his place as delegate.

ARTICLE 34
The First Clerk reads the minutes of the third session. Adopted.

ARTICLE 35

The Reception Commitiee, Rev. Van Der Ploeg introduces the Rev.
J. T. Vos representing the Reformed Translation Fellowship which
is engaged in translating tracts, pamphlets and books of Reformed
persuasion into Chinese. Mr. Vos, explains the nature of the work of
his organization and requests Synod to place it on its accredited
cause list. He is followed by Mr. Paul Szio translator for this work.
. He briefly addresses Synod. Rev. C. Schoolland responds. ' Request

referred to Budget Committee. (See Art. 140, IV).

ARTICLE 36
Synod divides into four groups to examine the prospective can-
didates according to the following schedule:
The prospective candidates deliver their sermons as follows:

L. Bossenbroek — Rev. 22; 14, 15 J. Hofman — Matt. 25; 1-13

. R, Baker — Isaiah 40; 6-8 E. Jabaay —1 Cor. 15; 20-22
H. Botts — Eph. 5; 1, 2. H. Hollander — Daniel 5; 25-28
W. Buursma — Ezekiel 18; 31, 32 F. Klooster — Luke 23; 27-30
H. De Groot — Hebrews 12; 14-17 H. Leestma ~— 1 Peter 4; 12-13
J. Elenbaas — Psalm 1; 1- 2 R. Opperwal — Mark 10; 46-52
R. Graves — Hebrews 13; 20, 21 A, Pontier — Matt. 28; 18-20

H, Guikema —Isaiah 40; 9-11 J. Ribbens — Ruth 1; 16, 17

A. Hannink —1 John 4; 1-3 C. Schemper — Psalm 63;1
A. De Jager — Luke 15:1, 2 . M. Woudstra — John 10:1-5

.M. Baarman —1 Peter 5; 8,9 P. Van Der Weide — Col. 3; 1-4-
R. Sutton —1 Sam. 17; 45-47 M. Van Der Zee— Mal, 3; 1
W. Swierenga — John 15;1, 2 L. Van Drunen — Jer. 17:9, 10
R. Sytsma — Jeremiah 16; 19, 20 J. Van Ens —Eph. 2; 8, 9

R. Tadema — Luke 4; 16-21 B. Van Someren — Hab, 2; 12-14
G. Terpstra— Rom. 12; 1, 2 - P. Veenstra-—1 Cor. 2; 6-9
S. Terpstra — John 14; 1-8 A, Verburg — Rom. 8; 26, 27

J. Van Den Hoek — Phil. 1:19-21 B. Ypma — Matt. 18; 7-9

S. Van Der Jagt— Psalm 73: 27, 28 M. Zylstra—2 Tim. 4; 1, 2 !
P, Zylstra—1 Cor. 15; 20-22 t
E. E. Callender —Rom, 1: 13

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 13 E
Fifth Sessmn ’
ARTICLE 37

Synod meets in executive session. Rev. C. Veenstra leads devotions.
Song No. 125 Scripture Psalm 1. Rev. T. Heyboer is present in the
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place of Rev. G. Kok, and declares his agreement with the Forms of
. Unity.
ARTICLE 38 _

The Serman Committee, Rev. F. Van Houten reporting, recom-
mends that Synod proceed with the examination, Opportunity is given
to delegates to voice. their opinion. Motion prevails to proceed with
examination. . ‘

ARTICLE 39

Synod resumes the examination as follows:

1. Introduction — Classis Alberta— Rev. E. Oostendorp )
2. Theology and Anthropology—Classm California — Rev. K. De
Waal Malefyt.

3. Christology and Soteriology—Classis Chicago North, Rev. H.
Triezenberg.

4. Ecclesiology and Eschatology—Classxs Chicago South, Rev. G.
Hoeksema.

Synod divides into seven groups for examination in Practica. The.
examiners are:

Classis Grand Rapids West .o Rev, E. Masselink
Classis Hackensack Rev. C, Van Ens
Classis Hudson . Rev, S. Van Dyken
Classis Kalamazoo ....Rev. A. Dusseljee
Classis Minnegota Rev. P. Van Tuinen
Classis Muskegon . Rev. G. Vander Kooi
Classis Ontario Rev. R. Bos
ARTICLE 40
Synod resumes executive session.
ARTICLE 41

Motion is made that all office-bearers be admitted to executive ses- -
sion. The President rules the motion out of order. A motion to over-
rule this ruling is defeated.

] ARTICLE 42

Rev. M. Monsma, President of the Board of Trustees, presents the
report of the Faculty, recommending-all the applicants for candidacy

graduating from Calvin Seminary except Messrs. Baker and Opper-
~ wall. (see Art. 183). All the examiners report favorably on the ex-

amination.
ARTICLE 43
"Rey. II. Peterson reports for the Credentials Committee that all the
credentials are in order,
ARTICLE 44
Synod decides to interview further four of the applicants: A. De
Jager, M. Woudstra, R. Baker, and R. Opperwall. (Cf. Art. 45, 48,
" 51, 52, 183). -
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ARTICLE 45 ‘

Mr. M. Woudstra is called in for an interview. (Cf. Art. 25). Rev.
E. Oostendorp conducted the interview, concerned with the question
of his agreement with the Formula of Subscription in view of his for-
mer affiliation with the Gereformeerde Kerk Onderhoudende Art. 31,
in the Netherlands. (Cf. Art. 48).

ARTICLE 46
Synod adjourns until 7:30. Elder Van Valkenburg leads in prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 13
Sixth Session

ARTICLE 47
Rev. C. Van Ens leads in devotions. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal
No. 176. Rev. Van Ens reads Psalm 121, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 48
Woudstra interview is resumed, and terminated. (Cf. Art. 49).

ARTICLE 49 - .
A motion to admit Mr. Woudstra to candidacy is tabled. (Cf. Art. 50)

ARTICLE 50
A motion prevails to grant Mr. Woudstra licensure for one year to
_preach in our churches contingent 6n his becoming a member of the
Christian Reformed Church. Mr. Woudstra is informed of Synod’s
-~ decision, and is given time for consideration. (Cf. Art. 156).

ARTICLE 51
Mr. A. De ]ager is interviewed, and the interview conducted by Rev.
. E. Oostendorp is concerned with the question of agreement with the
Formula of Subscription in view of Mr. De Jager’s former affiliation
with the Gereformeerde Kerk Onderhoudende Art. 31 in the Nether-
lands. e satisfies Synod,{ully.

ARTICLE 52
Motion is made to admit all applicants for Candidacy with the ex-
ception of Messrs. R. Baker and R. Opperwall, who are to be inter-
viewed in connection with the report of the Advisory Committee on
Calvin College and Seminary. Rev. W. Kok leads in prayer for God’s
guidance, and Synod proceeds to ballot, with the result that all ap-
plicants are admitted. (See Art. 183 on R. Baker and R. Opperwall).

ARTICLE 53
Having announced to the applicants that they are admitted to can-
didacy, the President of the Synod congratulates the brethren and
speaks fitting words to them, Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 295 :3.
The President offers thanksgiving to God. Synod adjourns. .
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SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 14
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 54
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 50. Rev. H. Petersen reads I Kings
3:4-10, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 55 ,

The First Clerk calls the roll. Elder A. De Boer is absent with ,

notification. Rev. G. Vande Riet is present for Rev. J. Vander Ploeg
and declares his agreement with. the Formulas of Unity.

ARTICLE 56 ‘ ,
The Minutes of Friday’s sessions are read and approved. -

ARTICLE 57

The Rev. C. Schoolland, of the Reception Committee, Cf. Art. 17,
 introduces Chaplain D. Qostenink, who has served almost a year in
Korea, to address Synod in behalf of the Chaplaincy in the Armed
Forces. Chaplain Oostenink stresses the need for more chaplains. All
Churches are failing in their quotas. He stresses the need of spiritual
relief for Korea. Korea needs Scriptures and Christian literature
rather than buildings, etc. He urges the support of the American
Bible Society in this work,

Former Chaplain Rev. J. Verbrugge responds fittingly. -

ARTICLE 58

Synod declares the Candidates eligible for a call after July 10, and -

instructs the Clerk to make the usual public announcement to that effect
in our Church papers. (See Art. 183).

’

ARTICLE 59
Rev. W. Kok announces the appointment of the membership of the
Committee on Appointments: Revs. W. Kok, E. Oostendorp, K. De
Waal Malefyt, F. Van Houten, G. Kok, J. P. Smithy R. Wildschut, R.
J. Bos, P. A. Spoelstra, H. Van Der Kam, B. ]J. Haan; Elders, J.
Kortenhoeven, J. Buikema, C. Faber, J. Hamstra, G. Kamp, J. Van-
Der Pol, D. Zonneveld, H. Christians, F. Voskuil, H. Holstege.

, . ARTICLE 60
Synod adjourns until Monday Morning at 10:00 in order to give
the Advisory Committees sufficient time to meet in order to expedite
the work of Synod. Elder N. Stielstra leads in prayer.
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MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 16
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 61 .
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 189 Rev. B. J. Haan reads Acts
14:191f., and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 62
Roll call. Rev. Dr. P. Y. De Jong takes the place of Rev. H. B,
Spaan, Rev. C. Kromininga takes the place of Rev. T. Verhulst; and
Elder M. Hop takes the place of  Elder J. Poest. All express their
agreement with the Formulas of Unity. :

ARTICLE 63
Minutes of the Saturday session are read and approved. -

. ARTICLE 64 .

Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, for. the Reception Committee, Cf. Art. 17, in-
troduces Mr. W. Ackerman, representative of the American Home
Bible League. He addresses Synod on the distinctiveness of the
American Home Bible League. The League is prepared to:supply
Scriptures for homes in America, and for all the Mission Fields of the
Christian Reformed Church. He expresses his thanks to Synod. for
the appointment of an official liaisori man between the Church and the
League, and for the cooperation of the churches. There is need for
100,000 used Bibles, and for the prayers of the churches.

Rev. S. Van Dyken responds fttingly.

ARTICLE 65

Rev. C. Schoolland, for the Reception Committee, Cf. Art. 17, in-
troduces Rev. J. Wrister, “Zeemans Predikant for the Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland,” stationed in New Orleans. Rev. Wristers
gives a brief history of his work, commending the work of the Church
at Hobokcn, and offers cooperation in the care of seamen and military
men in his area, and calls attention to the great need in other principal
American ports,

Rev. R. J. Bos responds fittingly.

ARTICLE 66
"Synod decides to hold a Testimonial Dinner on Wednesday evening
in honor of Dr. S. Volbeda, who retires as Professor and as President
of the Seminary at this time. (Cf. Art. 83).

ARTICLE 67
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodlcal Treasurer Re-

\ . ferred to the Budget Committee. (See Art. 149, 189). (See Supplement

No. 40).
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: ARTICLE 68

Synod receives the report of the American Bible Society. The re-
quest for recommendation to the churches for moral and financial sup-
port is referred to the Budget Committee. (See Art. 121, 124) (Sce
Art. 190 VI). (See Supplement No. 2).

ARTICLE 69

Synod receives the report of the Lord’s Day Alliance. The report
includes the following suggestions: (See Supplement No. 11).

1. Synod should encourage our Consistories to contact the Lord's
Day Alliance, 156 Fifth Ave., New York City, in an effort to make an
impact on the local level and to increase the influence of this potentially
great organization. Adopted,

2. Synod should recommend the Lord’s Day Alliance of the United
States to the Churches for moral and financial support. Referred to
Budget Committee. (See Arts. 121, 124). (See Art. 190, VI).

ARTICLE 70 _
The Advisory Committee, Publications, Rev. H. Triezenberg report-
ing, presents the following:

I. SvwopicaL COMMITTEE FOR THE.IMPROVEMENT AND REvISION OF
THE PSALTER HyMNAL. A

A. Material: Agenda Reports No. 9, 9A (See Supplement No. 9,
9A). :

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the report.

2. We have found nothing in the report that calls for action of
Synod at this time. Adopted. (See Art. 190, VI).

II. Uwited YourH COMMITTEE.
"A. Materiol: Agenda Reports No. 15 (See Supplement No. 15).
B. Recommendation:
" Synod approve this report of the United Youth Committee and ex-
press appreciation for the work done. We find nothing that calls for
further action by Synod at this time. Adopted. (See Art. 190-VI-24)

III. PUBLICATION OoF SERMONS FOR READING SERVICES

A. Material: Agenda Report No, 21 (See Supplement No.-21)

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve the report. Adopted.

2. Synod urge the Committee to continue publishing one volume of
sermons on Scripture passages per year. Adopted. .

3. Synod instruct the Committee to arrange for another set of Cat-
echism sermons, to be published at the rate of one volume per year.

Adopted. '
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4. Synod approve the recommendation of the Committee with re-
spect to recorded sermons and instruct the Committee to investigate
the acceptability of tape or wire recorded sermons for reading services.

Adopted. (See Art. 190-VI-39)

IV. PusLIicATION COMMITTEE

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 27, 27-A (See Supplement No.
27).-(See Supplement No. 27-A).

B. Recommendations: :

1. Synod express its appreciation to the Messrs. Gerrit J. Rooks
and Jacob Feenstra for their long-continued and faithful labors as mem-
bers of the Publication Committee. Adopted.

2. Synod approve the appointment of the Rev. John Mulder to fill
out the term of the Rev. Wm. Reinsma. Adopted.

3. Synod re-appoint the Rev. Mulder and Mr. Adrian VandenBout
for three years and Dr. H. H. Meeter and Mr. Gerrit I. Buist for two
years. (Received as Information) (See Art. 142).

4, Synod vote for one new member for three years and another for
two years from the nomination presented by the Publication Committee,
" (Received as Information) See Art. 142).

5. Synod receive the nomination for Editor of De Wachter pre-
sented by the Publication Committee. (See Art. 194).

6. Synod adopt the recommendation of the Committee re salary in--
crease of $500.00 for the Editor of the Banner. Adopted.

7. Synod adopt the recommendation of the Publication Committee
re the $300.00 salary-increase for the Editor of De Wachter (See Sup-
plements No. 27, 27-A). Adopted.

V. Svynobical Tract COMMITTEE,
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 34 (See Supplement No. 34).
B. Recommendations: ‘

1. Synod approve of the work of the Committee and encourage

them to continue the program of expansion as described in the Report.
Adopted.

2. The appointment of the Revs. G. VandeRiet and W. Vander
Hoven to fill the vacancies existing in the Committee. Received as infor-
mation (See Art. 142).

3. Synod recommend the Synodical Tract Committee to.the Churches

for one or more offerings for the next year. Referred to Budget Commit-
fee (See Art. 121).

VI. MissioNn Sunpay ScruooL PLaNnNiNG COMMITTEE.
A. Moteriel: Agenda Report No. 35. (See Supplement No. 35).
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B. ' Recommendation:

Synod approve the proposed schedule of lessons and refer the appoint-
ment of a substitute for the Rev. R. L. Veenstra to the Committee on
appointments. Adopted. (See Art. 190-VI-14).

VII. TENURE OF SYNODICAL APPOINTMENTS.

A. Material: Overtures Nos. 31, 34 and 41,

.B. Recommendations:

1. The adoption of Overture No. 41 up to, but not including 1b.

2. Instead of Overture No. 41, 2, we advise that Synod adopt the
following

Subsequent to the Synod of 1952 no nominations or appointments will
be made of Synodical Board members who, at the expiration of their
term of office, have served six or more consecutive years.

Ground: This will give the various Classes as well as Synodical
Boards an opportunity to adjust their elections and nominations to the
new ruling in an orderly fashion. Adopted.

3. That Synod declatre that by the adoption of Overture 41, also
Overtures 31 and 34 have been answered. Adopted (Pubhcatlon
Report continued in Art., 120),

ARTICLE 71

The Advisory Committee, Protests and Appeal,r Rev. C. Van Ens
reporting, presents the following:

I. TuE ProreEsT oF MR. DIRK STROOBOSSCHER.

A. Materials:

1. One composition bock.

2. TFive letters.

B. Recommendation.:

That Synod re-affirm the decision of the Synod of 1950 “that it
abides by the decision of the Synods of 1942 and 1943 to leave the
" matter to the judgment of God and considers the case closed to fur-
ther consideration” and instructs the Stated Clerk to return any fur-
ther materials received from Mr. Stroobosscher.

II. TaE PrOTEST oF MR. DAvID DYKSTRA.

A. Materials:
Two letters from Mr, David Dykstra
B. History:

1. The Synod of 1948 declared that Classis Grand Rapids West
had erred technically in the treatment of Mr., Dykstra’s appeal.

2. The Synod of 1949 declared that “Classis Grand Rapids West
_has rectified the error referred to in the Acts of Synod, 1948, p. 27,
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and that Mr. David Dykstra has received a fair trial, and consequently
sustains consistory and classis re membersh1p status”. (Acts 1949,
p. 32)..

3. The Synod of 1950 decided not to sustam Mr. Dykstra’s appeal
irom the decision of Synod 1949. '

4. The Synod of 1951 decided “that Synod reaffirm its stand of
1949 and 1950”.

C. Recommendation.

That Synod reaffirm its stand of 1949, 1950, and 1951.

Grounds: No new material has been presented.

Synod declares. this casé closed unless new material is presented.
(Protests and Appeals continued in Art. 85). Adopted.

ARTICLE 72
The morning Session is adjourned. Elder G. Kamp leads in prayer

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16
Ninth Session

ARTICLE 73 :
" Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 265. Rev. K. Tebben reads Rom-
ans 8:1-11, and leads‘m prayer.

ARTICLE 74
Adv1sory Committee, Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. J. Ver-
brugge reporting, requests that Synod go into strict executive session
in order to consider the disposition of certain documents addressed to
Synod. Synod accedes to this request. (cf. Art. 75).

ARTICLE 75
A. A motion that these documents be read to Synod is defeated.
B. Synod decides to distribute the documents for delegate peru-
sal only, and instructs the Advisory Committee to seérve Synod with
advice as to whether the documents are legally before Synod. (Con-
tinued in Art. 152). : ;
. The executive session is terminated.

ARTICLE 76
The Committee to investigate the Nyenbrink Case (see Acts, 1951,
Art. 154. p. 82), Rev J. T. Holwerda reporting, presents the following
recommendations regarding this case, which has practically been
brought to satisfactory conclusion; although it awaits a final meeting:
A. That Synod approve of the stand of the Consistory as given to
the Committee, “The Consistory decided that if Mr. and Mrs. Nyen-
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brink in person express their sorrow for their unchristian-attitude we
_shall receive them again”. Adopied.

B. That Synod advise the protestanté to comply with this require-
ment of the Consistory. Adopted.

C. Since the protestants have notified the Committee that they are
now ready to comply with Consistory requirements, that Synod con-
tinue the Committee to effect the final settlement. (See Art. 190,
VI). Adopted. .

ARTICLE 77

Rev. P. Jonker takes the place of Rev. J. T. Holwerda, and express-

es agreement with the Formulas of Unity.

ARTICLE 78
The Advisory Committee, cha Rev. E. Oostendorp reporting, pre-
sents the following :

I. Tue VAN DyxeN ProTEST RE MEMBERSHIP OF DIVORCED PERSONS.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 1, Majority and Minority, (Sup-
plement No. 1).
B. Summary of the Issues before Synod:

In order that Synod may clearly see just what issues are involved in the
protest of Mr. Van Dyken and the two reports, we offer the following brief
summary, Mr. Van Dyken protested against the decision of the Synod of
1947, especially against point 2 in which the stand of the Church taken in
1890 and 1908 was re-affirmed, but certain exceptions allowed. The main
thesis of his protest is that the position of point 2, 1947, that persons guilty
of unbiblical divorce or the guilty parties in biblical divorces and remarried
cannot be members of our Church, is contrary to Seripture. The Synod of
1947 also made two exceptions to the rule that such persons cannot be mem-
bers, namely, regarding those who sinned in complete ignorance, and those
who prove repentance by either retirning to the former spouse or living in
separation from their second partner. Mr. Van Dyken’s main contention is
that the State acts as God’s minister in controlling marriage and divorce, and
that therefore the Church must also recognize the transactions of the State
in these matters. He objects to requiring return to the former gpouse by
appealing to Deuteronomy 24 and Jeremiah 8; and to separation as consti-
tuting an unlawful requirement of penance. He objects to point 3, providing

- for readmission of those who sinned in complete ignorance, as providing for
a non-existent condition, and affording a loophole for evasion of the stand of
the Church; also that the Scriptural proof is inadequate.

After a detailed study the Majority Report concludes that the protest of
Mr. Van Dyken should in the main be sustained, and that his thesis regard-
ing the authority of Church and State is essentially correct. The Majority
does not, however, recommend the adoption of Mr. Van Dyken’s overture, but
that pomts 2 and 38 be rescinded by this Synod and a study committee be
appointed to formulate the position of the Church on this matter. As your
Advisory Committee understands these recommendations their adoption
would leave our Church without a definite stand on the membership of re-
‘married unbiblically divorced persons, until a new decision has been adopted
by Synod.
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. We base this interpretation upon the fact that the decision of 1947 took
the place of the decision of 1908; and also upon the fact that both Conclusion
2 and Recommendation 4 (p. 28) indicate that the Committee wishes to have
a new decision adopted along the lines indicated by Mr. Van Dyken in his
overture and by the Committee in its report.

The Minority Report concurs with the protest and the Majority Report in
criticizing the exception that complete ignorance when the sin of remarriage
was committed makes admission to church membership possible; as also the
requirement that if possible the sinner prove the sincerity of his repentance
by returning to the former spouse. It takes exception to the contention of the
Protest and the Majority Report that the Church must merely abide by the
-actions of the State in determinging its policy in the divorce problem. Rev.
Brink therefore does not recommend rescinding the decision of 1947, but the
deletion of the phrases concerning the exceptions against which he has
argued in the report. Moreover he asks Synod to appoint a study committee
which shall study particularly the question whether a second marriage after
unbiblical divorce constitutes a continuous living in adultery, as well as the
ethieal implications of this position, Your Committee understands that the
adoption of this recommendation would mean that pending the adoption of
a decision by Synod on the basis of this study the position of our Church
would be that persons remarried after unbiblical divorce cannot be members
of the Church, except on the condition that they prove the reality of their
repentance by separation from their present partners.

Synod recognizes Revs. G. Hoeksema and W. Brink, representatives

of the Majority and Minority Reports respectively. (See Supplement
No. 1).

C. Recommendations:
1. That Synod answer the protest of Mr. Van Dyken as follows:
a. Synod revises recommendation 1, to read as follows:

Synod recognizes that the regulation of marriage and divorce has
come to be a civil matter under the jurisdiction of the State as minister
of God. Adopted. :

b. Synod nevertheless maintains that according to the plain teaching
of Scripture marriage and divorce are also spiritual and ethical matters
which fall under the jurisdiction of the Church; - Adopted.

¢. Therefore Synod declares that the duty of the Church is to main-
tain the standards of Scripture in regard to the Church membership of:
persons whose marriage has been permitted or dissolved by the authori-
ty of the State. Adopted.

2. That Synod revise the decisions of the Synod of 1947 by :

a. Deleting from point 2 of the 1947 Synodical decision the words
“unless, in addition to confessing his guilt before the consistory”, etc.
to the end of the sentence. (See Art. 84 for additional deletion).

b. Rescinding point 3 of the 1947 Synodical decision and the words
in point 2 which refer to it, namely — “unless it can be proved to the
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satisfaction of the Consistory,” etc. Adopted. Report of Varia. Con-
tinued in. Art. 84).

A motion to refer Point 1, a. b. ¢. above, to the Advisory Commlttee
for Scriptural substantlanon is defeated.
 ARTICLE 79

Synod adjourns until 8:30 Tuesday morning. Elder A. Shngs leads
in prayer.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 17
Tenth Session

ARTICLE 80
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 328. Rev. J. P. Smith reads Psalm
138 and leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 81
Roll Call. Elder F. Voskuil is absent because of being called home,
His alternate has been notified, and will appear later.

ARTICLE 82
.The Minutes of Monday’s sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 83 :

Synod decides to invite Prof. Dekker, who has served as Registrar
of the College for 30 years, and Profs. L. Flokstra and E. Y. Monsma,
who hdve been on the College staff for 25 years respectively, to the
Testimonial Dinner, scheduled for Wednesday evening. (Cf. Art. 66).

- ARTICLE &4
Synod resumes discussion of the Report on the Van Dyken Protest
(Cf. Art.78), and takes up the question of revising further Point 2 of
the 1947 Synodical decision on Divorce.
Synod decides to delete the words “by his return to a former marriage -
if it be possible, or if it be impossible.”

The revised decision of Synod now reads as follows:

A. With respect to any person who has obtained an unbiblical di-
vorce or who was divorced as a result of his own adultery, and who
being guilty of either sin, subsequently remarried, Synod declares that
he cannot during the lifetime of his former wife (or she cannot during
the life time of her former husband) be a member of the church, un-
less in addition to confessing his guilt before the consistory, he mani-
fests his genume repentance not only by means of a godly conduct in
general, but also and specifically by means of ceasing to live (in the .
ordinary marriage relationship) with his present spouse.
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B. SvNoD APPOINT A STUDY COMMITTEE WHOSE MANDATE IT SHALL
BE:

a. To examine the exegetical foundation for the thesis that the mar-
riage of any person who has obtained an unbiblical divorce (or who was
divorced as a result of his own adultery) is a living in continual adultery.
(See Art. 190, VI, C, 15). Adopted.

b. If the committee’s findings conclusively substantiate the position
that a second marriage after unbiblical divorce is a living in continual
adultery, the committee shall study this further question — Are there
possible ethical involvements or circumstances which may demand that an
unbiblically divorced and remarried person shall continue in the second
marriage? If so, the committee shall draft a revision of point 2 which
recognizes such involvements and gives guidance to our Consistories that
they may deal wisely with the specific cases. Adopted.

c. If the committee is unable on the basis of Scripture to substantiate
the contention that a second marriage after unbiblical divorce is a living
in continual adultery, the committee shall draft an appropriate resolution
to replace point 2. Adopted.

Grounds:

(1) The Synods of 1890 and 1908, whose decisions have governed
the policy of our Church in the past, did not furnish Scriptural grounds
_ for their position that such marriage constitutes a living in continual
adultery. And the Synod of 1947, though it adopted some Scriptural
grounds for point 2, did not give an adequate exegetical exposition of the
passages adduced.

(2) The history of the problem of the membershlp of persons who
re-marry after unbiblical divorce in our Church indicates that there is no
unantmity of conviction as to the matter of living in continual adultery
and its implications. The results of such a study as recommended above
when offictally adopted by Synod will serve to give guidance to the Con-
sistories and constituency of our Church.

(3) Both the Majority and Minority Reports of the 1948 Study
Committee recommend appointing a new study committee, indicative of
the fact that they do not feel that Synod can at this time adopt a final
decision on this problem.

C. - Synod give a copy of these decisions to Mr. Van Dyken, inform-
ing him that for the present this is the only answer that can be given to -
his protest. Adopied.

D. Letter from the Consistory of the Hull, Iowa, Church. A letter
has been received from the above named church stating that they hold
to the stand of the Church taken in 1908.

Recommendation: That this letter be received as information. Ado pied.

(See Art. 190, VI, C, 15) (Report of Varia Comm1ttee Continued in
Art. 125).
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ARTICLE 85
The Advisory Committee, Protests and Appeals, Rev. C. Van Ens
reporting, presents the following:

III. Prorest oF MR. JACOB POORTENGA AGAINST THE JAMESTOWN
ConsisTorY AND CLASSIS ZEELAND.

Materials: :

The appeal of Mr. Poortenga to Synod 1952.

Excerpts from the Classical Minutes of Classis Zeeland.

Two appeals of Mr. Poortenga to Classis Zeeland.

4. A letter of Mr. Poortenga to Classis Zeeland (Seven Proposi-
tions).

LN

S. Six letters of testimony anent this case.
6. Three letters of testimony anent evaluation of furniture.

7. The answer of Classis Zeeland to Mr. Poortenga’s appeal to
Synod of 1952.

8. The answer of the Consistory of Jamestown to Mr. Poortenga’s
appeal to Synod 1952.

9. A letter from Mr. Poortenga naming the Rev. C. Wm. Flietstra
of Rusk Chr, Ref. Church with power of attorney to speak in his behalf.
10. A History of the Case.

B. History:

1. Mr. Jacob Poortenga, a member of the Jamestown Chr, Ref. Church,
protested the action of the Jamestown Consistory in nominating Mr. John
Hoeksema to the office of Elder. The protest was presented to the Con-
sistory on October 2, 1950. The Consistory did not sustain the protest,

2. On January 10, 1951, the appeal re the .protest of Mr. Poortenga
against the action of the Jamestown Consistory was presented to Classis
Zeeland, Two grounds were given, Further, a request was made that Classis
inform the Consistory that the name of Mr. Hoeksema be removed from
nomination for elder.

Classis Zeeland, having heard all the parties concerned, decided that it
sees no reason to sustain the protest on the grounds given and thus sup-
ports the decision of the Consistory. (Jamestown refrained from voting.
Rev. Kooistra, Rusk, and North Street, Zeeland, registered their negative
votes).

8. On May 9, 1951, Mr. Poortenga presented the appeal re his protest
_ against the Jamestown Consistory to Classis Zeeland for the second time.
In addition he made a two-fold request: (1) that a Committee be appointed
by Classis Zeeland to thoroughly investigate this matter, and (2), that
during the process of this investigation Mr. John Hoeksema be suspended
from the office of Elder, '

Classis Zeeland decided mot to reopen the case since no new material
was offered and did not appoint a Committee to investigate.

4. On September 12, 1951, Mr. Poortenga presented a letter of seven
propositions re the nomination, election, and installation of Mr. John
Hocksema to the office of Elder. .
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Classis Zeeland repeated its answer of May 9, 1951, substituting the word
“propositions” in place of “protest”.

5. On May 14, 1952, Mr. Poortenga’s appeal to Synod re his protest
against the action of the Consistory of Jamestown and Classis Zeeland
was presented to Classis Zeeland.

Classis Zeeland appointed a Committee to answer the appeal of Mr.
Poortenga to Synod, 1952,

6. At a special meeting of Classis Zeeland on June 5, 1952, Classis
adopted the four-point answer of the Committee as the answer of Classis
Zeeland to the appeal of Mr. Poortenga to Synod, 1952,

7. On June 3, 1952, the Consistory of Jamestown sent its reply to the
protest of Mr. Poortenga and his appeal to Synod 1952.

C. Observations:

1. It should be noted that Classis Zeeland was divided in its decision
of January 10, 1951, when Classis decided not to sustain the protest on
the grounds given. One minister and the delegates of two other
churches had their negative votes registered.

2. Classis Zeeland did not appoint a Committee to investigate the
case as requested by Mr. Poortenga on May 9, 1951.

D. Recommendation: ,
Synod refer this matter to Classis Zeeland to affect, if possible, a
ﬁnal settlement.

Grounds:

a. Mr. Poortenga’s request to have a Committee investigate the
matter in loco was not granted prior to his appeal to Synod.

b. Certain actions by Classis and its committee subsequent to Mr.
Poortenga’s appeal to Synod are so recent that their effects on the case
cannot now be determined. Adopied.

Delegates from Classis Zeeland abstain from voting in this case,
(Protest and Appeals continued in Art. 93). -

ARTICLE 86
The Advisory Committee, Indion and Foreign Missions, Rev J.
Holwerda reporting, presents the following :

1. REPRESENTATION AT SYNOD.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24 (See Supplement No. 24).

B. Recommendations:

1. At the present time Dr. R. O DeGroot is serving the Christian
Reformed Board of Missions as acting secretary. Your advisory com-
mittee recommends that he be accorded all the rights at Synod which
the Secretary of Missions normally has as provided in the Mission
Order. Adopted.

2. The Mission Board requests that its president, the Reverend Wil-
liam P. Brink, together with its treasurer, Dr. Richard Wierenga re-
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present the Board at Synod and be given the privileges of the floor on
Mission matters. Your committee recommends that Synod grant this
request. Adopted.

3. The Mission Board requests that the Reverend Jacob Van Brug—
gen be welcomed as the appointed representative of the General Con-
ference on the Indian field, and that he be given the privilege of the
floor when Indian Mission matters are discussed. Your advisory com-
mittee recommends that Synod grant the request. Adopted.

4. The Mission Board also desires that this right be granted to Mr.
Gilbert Holkeboer, as the appointed representative of ‘the General Con-
ference on the Sudan field. Your committee recommends that Synod
grant this request. Adopted.

II. SecrETARY OF MIssrons:

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24 Section One, F, (See Supple-
ment No. 24).

B. Recommendations:

. 1. When the Reverend Richard De Ridder, who was appointed by
the Synod of 1951, declined his appointment as Associate Secretary of
Missions, the Board asked three of its members to serve in that capacity
for three-month periods until after this Synod. The Board made ar-
rangements with the Allendale Consistory and the Creston Consistory to
grant leaves to their pastors, and with the Home Missions Committee,
under whose direction Dr. R. O. De Groot labors, so that these men
could serve the Mission Board. When Dr. J. C. De Korne suddenly
was taken out of this life on December 9, 1951, such arrangements for
the carrying on of the work became all the more needful.

Your advisory committee recommends that Synod approve of these
emergency measures. Adopted.

' 2. In keeping with the advice of the Mission Board, your advisory
committee recommends that Synod appoint a Secretary of Missions to
replace the late D. J. C. De Korne. Adopted.

3. The Board of Missions has prepared a nomination for the office
- of Secretary of Missions. However, before making this nomination,
the Board first decided on a number of qualifications which such a
secretary of missions should possess. They are as follows:
“1. Intense zeal and love for Mission work.
2. Close relationship to that work. »
3. The ability to organize material. -
4. The ability to write well.
5. Qualifications in the field of public relations.
6. Ability to make decisions readily.
7. The gift of public speech.”




ARTICLE 86 : 27

From a gross list containing a score of names the Board of Missions
finally chose four to comprise a nomination: Rev. William P. Brink,
Dr. Peter Y. De Jong, Rev. Donald Drost, and Rev. Henry Evenhouse.
Subsequently, according to the Board’s supplementary report, Dr. De .
Jong, who volunteered for service in India, requested that his name
be removed from the nomination. Other names were mentioned in
your advisory committee’s discussions, but judging according to the
excellent list of standards given us by the Board, we comnsider the
Board’s nomination to be a good one. (See Supplement 24A)

Synod receives the nomination, with the understanding that further
nominations may be made from the floor. (See Arts. 106, 109, 113).

III. ASSISTANT-SECRETARY OF MISSIONS.
A, Material: Agenda Report No. 24, Section One, F, 1b. (See
Supplement No. 24).

B. Recommendations:

1. Your advisory committee recommends that Synod approve the

" appointment of an unordained man to serve as the Assistant-Secretary

of Missions, who will work under the authority and supervision of the

Secretary of Missions, We believe the grounds are adequate as given
by the Board:

“l. The duties assigned to the secretary of Missions far exceed the
capacity of one man in consequence of our ever expanding mission pro-
gram (Note the large number of duties required of the Secretary in the
Mission Order, Article V, Sections 2-6). Dr. John C. DeKorne re-
ported at length on this matter to the Synod of 1951 (Cf. Acts of
Synod, p. 282-286).

“2. Under the present system the Secretary of Missions has been
unable to give adequate attention to the promotion and the stimulation
of mission interest and the recruiting of mission personnel. (Cf. Mis-
sion Order Art. V, Section 5). :

“3. There are various duties now assigned to the Secretary of Mis-
sions which can properly be performed by an unordained assistant (C{.
Mission Order, Art. V, Section 2).

“4. Synod of 1951 already approved the appointment of a’second
man.” Adopted. ‘

2. Your advisory committee recommends that the appointment of
the Assistant Secretary be made by the Executive Committee in con-
sultat1on with the Secretary of Missions, as advised by the Board.

Adopted.

3. The Mission Board recommends that the present Assistant to the
Secretary and to the Treasurer shall hereafter be designated as Assistant
to the Treasurer, since the duties presently performed by the Assistant
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to the Treasurer, lie outside the sphere of the work that will be assigned
to the Assistant Secretary of Missions. The understanding is that the
Assistant to the Treasurer shall continue to execute the tasks assigned
to him by Synod (Cf. Acts of Synod 1948, Art. 85 II, C, 1, page 49)
and shall serve under the supervision of and in cooperation with the
Secretary of Missions and the Assistant Secretary of - Missions.

Your advisory committee recommends this change in name.

Grounds:

a. It will prevent confusion now that the position of Assistant Secre-
tary has been created.

b. The change of name will not change the list of duties assigned
the assistant to the Treasurer by Synod (1948). Adopted.

IV. QUALIFICATIONS OF ORDAINED MISSIONARIES.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24, Section Two, B. (See Sup-
plement No. 24).

The Board asks Synod to make a few changes in Art1cle VII, Section
1 of the Mission Order of Indian and Foreign Missions. This section
deals with the qualifications of ordained missionaries. There are three
specific requests. ' \

B. Recommendations:

1. The first request for a change reads “That Synod raise the age
qualifications of ordained missionaries so that Article VII Section 1
(1) of the Mission Order reads: Age: Preferably between 24 and 40
-although the Board is authorized to appoint older men in exceptional
cases.”

a. “We have been unable to obtain men within the age limit pre-
viously designated. We have obtained no new ordained missionary

-since December, 1949.”

b. “Mission history proves that many men over the age 32 have
entered the work of missions and with the advantage of their mature
judgment became great mission leaders.”

Your advisory committee recommends this change on the grounds
stated. Adopted.

2. The second change requested reads “That Synod modify the
statement of health qualifications in Article VII, Section 1 (2) of the
Mission Order to read: “Health; average good health verified by
medical examinations. If married, this holds also for the family.”
Formerly this read “robust health.”

Your advisory committee recommends this change Adopted.

3. The third change requested is: “That Synod delete- paragraph
(8) of Section 1 Article VII of the Mission Order which reads: ‘All
other things being equal, preference will be given to men who have al-
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ready served in the ministry, and have practical experience in min-
isterial and pastoral work.” ”
Your advisory committee recommends this change.

Grounds:

a. The Board reports that “this paragraph has had the tendency to
discourage some of our candidates from immediately entering into the
work of missions.” A :

b. “The experience of the Board is that after young men have been
in the ministry for a few years, it is far more difficult for them to enter
into foreign mission service than at the time of their candidacy.”

Adopted.

V. Business MANAGER FOR THE INpIAN FInrp.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24, Section Four, C, (See Sup-
plement No. 24). .

Since the veteran Rehoboth business manager, Mr, J. H. Bosscher
retires this year, the Board reappraised the position and duties of the

business manager.

1. “After study it was decided to appoint a business manager for
the entire Indian field. Two reasons are given for this action:

“l. This will relieve our missionaries of some secular work.

“2. Greater economic efficiency can be achieved in this way.”

2. With respect to the position and its duties, the following decisions
were adopted:

“l. He shall act as consultant in all maintainance work and building
projects in the various posts of the field. He shall also supervise and
make provision for carrying out such projects.

2. He shall be in charge of purchasing for the entire field.

3. He shall perform the following duties at Rehoboth

a. He shall manage the service and maintainance of all buildings at
Rehoboth.

b. He shall manage the following departments, besides any others
that the board may deem necessary: office, dormitory, kitchen, laundry
and heating.

4. He shall be a member of the Rehoboth Local Conference and of
General Conference.

5. There should be a ready liaison between the Business Manager
“and the General Conference or its executive committee,

6. He shall visit each post at least once each quarter. .

7. General Conference in consultation with the Business Manager
shall recommend the amount that may be spent at each post for in-
cidental purchases and minor repairs without further conferring with
the Business Manager, this amount to be included in the budget.”
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3. A very large number of applicants were interested in this posi-
tion; all were reviewed by the Board’s committee; several were inter-
viewed by the Executive Committee. The appointment was given to
Mr. John T. Ebbers of Artesia, Calif.

B. Recommendation: .

Your Advisory Committee was impressed with the study given to
this position and the care in selecting the appointee, and recommends
that Synod give its approval to the Board’s arrangements both for the
position and the man. Adopted.

VI. INTERPRETER'S HoME AT ToOHATCHI.

A, Material: Agenda Report No, 24, Section Four, D. (See Sup-
plement No. 24).

B. Recommendation: ‘

Your committee recommends that Synod approve the replacement of
the interpreter’s house at Tohatchi at a cost of $6,500.00.

Grounds: :

1. The present home, one of the oldest on the entire field, is in an
extremely delapidated condition and in the judgment of the Board
further repalrs are impossible.

2. This is a replacement of an existing facility and does not violate
the instruction of Synod, 1950, to maintain the “status quo” on’ the
Indian field. Adopted.

VII. Zuni BisLE WoMAN.

A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 24, Section Four E. (See Sup-
plement No. 24)

B. Recommendation:

Your committee recommends that Synod approve the appointment
of a Bible woman at Zuni as requested by the Board.

Grounds:

1. Most of the home visitation in Zuni must be done by a woman
because the Zunis will not permit men to visit when the men of the
house are not at home.

2. Women school teachers at our Zuni School, who have aided in
this work in the past have a full time task as teachers. Adopted.

VIII. Sourm INDIA.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 24, Section Seven (See Supple-
ment No. 24).

On November 1, 1951 our Board took over the “Ramiah” field in
South India. The field is a large one, and a challenging one. Some
ninety organized groups have been formed on this field, but they lack
proper- spiritual leadership. In view of the urgent need on the field
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and in view of the large number of our churches that are eager to sup-
port a mlss1onary, the Board requests Synod for permission to send
~ out as many missionaries to South India as the board may think feasible
and advisable.

B. Recommendanon
Your committee recommends that Synod authorize the sending of
four additional missionaries to the South India field. ‘

Grounds:

1. There are congregations ready to become supporting churche:
for this work.

2. Stipulating a definite number will enable the Board to set up a
more exact budget requirement. (Indian and Foreign Mission mat-
ters continued in Art. 106). Adopted.

ARTICLE 87
. The morning session is adjourned. Elder M. Hop leads in prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 17
Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 88 .
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 231. Rev. P. Holwerda reads
Proverbs 21:1-3, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 89
. Synod decides to refer all suggestions made from the floor for the
addition of names to nominations for synodically appointive offices to
the Advisory Committee on appointment for cons1derat10n and advice.
(See Art. 190)
ARTICLE 90
The Advisory Committee, Home Mwswm Rev. W. Van Peursem
reporting, presents the following:
- L Back 1o Gop Hour Commirtee (See Agenda Report 26A)
(See Supplements 8-A, 26, 26-A)
A. Material:
Agenda Report 26.
Agenda Report No. 14.
Overture No. 42.
Agenda Report No. 8-A, Point C.

B. Recommendations:

- 1. Synod express its gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
" had a part, directly or indirectly, in all the activities of our denomina-
tional broadcast. Adopied. '

PN =
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2. Synod defer action in regard to a new office building since it is
very likely that such a building will be given to the Christian Reformed
Church for the Back To God Hour. (See Art. 182) Adopted.

3. We recommend that Synod make the necessary appointments or
reappointments to fill the places of those whose terms expire this
year and refer the matter to the committee on appointments. (See
Art. 190, VI) Adopted.

4, We advise Synod not to authorize the Radio Committee to make
arrangements for the callmg of a second minister to carry on Radio
Evangelism.

Grounds:
" a. The distinction which is made for this purpose between Radio
Extension and Church Extension is not sufficiently clear. :
b. A committee appointed by Synod of 1951 (cf. Acts 1951, p. 71)
" is to report in 1953 in regard to Re-Alignment of Missions and Church
" Extension and this will undoubtedly have a direct bearing on this
_matter. (See Art. 190, VI)
¢. The present arrangement between the Home Mission Board and
the Back to God Hour Committee has worked very harmoniously and
profitably so far,
d. The Follow-Up Program of the radio opens up more fields than
the Home Mission, Board can properly handle.
e. It'is not sufficiently clear that the work involved in this new ar-
rangement requires an ordained man. Adopied.

5. We advise Synod to authorize an expansion program within the
limits of the quota, and such funds as may come in. Adopted.

6. We advise Synod to authorize the Radio Committee to experi-
‘ment with a 15 minute telecast as proposed in the report. (Cf. Agenda,
1952, pp. 219 ff., Article IV, B, 4) (See Supplement 26)

Grounds:

~a. Televising a program is not a full endorsement of all teIev1smn
in the home, not any more than broadcasting is a full endorsement of
all the radio programs in the home.

b. A proper experiment can help us to determine whether entering
into television is advisable and practical.

c. It is not the intention of the Back To God Hour Committee to
televise the Back To God Hour Program, but a-similar program suit-
able for television.

d. This experiment will bring no added cost to the church.

(1) We advise Synod that the above recommendation with the
grounds also serve as an answer to Overture 42. (See Art. 190 VI,
A, 21) (Home Mission Matters continued in Art. 112) Adopied.



ArricLe 91 33

ARTICLE 91
Advisory Committee, Varia, Rev. E. OQostendorp reporting, pre-
sents the following:

I. Tme HistoricAL COMMITTEE.
A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 23. (See Supplement No. 23)

" B. Recommendations:

1. Synod regards as belongmg to the Archives of the Christian Re-
formed Church all official minutes, files, letters, etc., of the Christian
Reformed Synod and its official agencies. These include:

Minutes of Synod and all materials pertaining thereto;

Minutes of the Synodical Committee;

Minutes of the Board of Trustees;

Minutes of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions;

Minutes of the General Committee for Home Missions;

" Minutes of the Faculties of Calvin College and Seminary;

Minutes of the Church Help Fund;

Minutes of the Back to God Hour;

Minutes of the Committee for South America and Ceylon.

Minutes of the Publication Committee.

Minutes of the Immigration Committee. Adopted. , ~

2. The agencies are instructed to surrender their materials to the
Archives ten years after date, unless valid reasons exist for holding
~ them for a longer period of time. Adopted.

3. The archivist shall be the custodian of the Archives. Adopted.

4. The archivist shall permit access to these Archives only to:

a. Members of the above named bodies who wish to consult their °
own records;

b. Persons authorized by those bodies to view their records

c. Other persons authorized by the Historical Committee to view
the records. Adopted. -

5. Synod shall for the present lodge these Archives in the new
Library Building, in a room designated for that purpose by the Com-
bined Library Committee. (See Art. 190, VI, A, 13 for Committee)

Adopted.

II. DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 33 (See Supplement No. 33)

"B. Recommendations:

1. Synod takes note with sorrow of the demise of Mr. John Hek-
man, former chairman of the Committee. Two additional members
are to be added to the Committee, one each from the Board of Mis-
sions and the General Committee for Iome Missions, ‘since these
Boards are especially interested in the proposed Denominational Build-
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"ing. The appointments of these members is referred to the Commit-
tee on Appointments. (See Art. 190, VI, A, 25). Adopted.

Motion prevails to table the recommendation concerning the pro-
posed site for the denominational building until the Calvin Expansion
Program is considered by Synod. (See Art. 188)

ARTICLE 92
The Advisory Committee, Church Order, Rev. G. Rozenboom re-
porting, presents its report on Particular Synods. Before proceeding
to disposition of this report, the Rev. B. Haan presents the recom-
- mendations of the Particular Synod. Study Committee. Motion to
adopt its recommendations is tabled. :

The report of the Advisory Committee follows;

I. PARTICULAR SyNoDs.

. A Materidls: Agenda Report No. 5 (See Supplement No. 5)
" Agenda Report No. 32 (See Supplement No. 32)
B. * Recommendations:
1. That Synod thank the Committee for its thorough work. Adopted.
. 2. Although your committee foresees the possibility that the Chris-
tian Reformed Church may desire to move in the direction of Particu- |
lar Synods eventually, our judgment is that the Church is not yet ripe
for immediate decision on this matter. We recommend therefore that
the Particular Synod report be referred to the Church for study.

Grounds:

a. The radical departure from our existing system involved in such -
reorganization demands that we move cautiously.

b. Insufficient opportunity has been given to the Classes, Consis-
tories, Boards, and the Press to consider the matter.

c. There is already a request for postponement in Agenda Report
32 of the Mission Realignment Comumittee viz., “we request Synod
to hold in abeyance its judgment re_ the specific problem of mission
realignment (in the report of the Committee on Particular Synods)
until our committee reports in 1953.” (See Supplement No. 32).

Adopted.

3. We recommend continuation of the Committee with the mandate:

a. To promote discussion in our church press on the Report of the
Committee. .

b. To obtain reactions from our Classes, Consistories, and denomi-
national Boards to the Committee Report.

¢. To present recommendations to the Synod of 1954 on the basis
of its findings. (See Art. 190, VI, C-2). Adopted.
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II. CrurcH ORDER REVISION.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 4 (See Supplement No. 4).
B. Recommendations:

1. That the Committee be thanked for its work. Adopted

2. We recommend that the Synod adopt the fourfold recommenda-
tion of the Committee pertaining to the “broad outlines of extent and
manner” in the revision of the Church Order.

a. That the proposed revision shall seek to retain the venerable
Church Order of Dordt (1618-19) as to its general order and the
number of articles. Grounds: '

(1) The present church order manifests a basic unity of convic-
tion and purpose, and a radical departure would almost necessarily
involve the church in ignoring something of the basic presuppomtmns
" on which the Church Order rests.

(2) Practical difficulties would result, such as ignorance and con-
fusion among our leaders, should a radical change be instituted.

Adopted.

b. That the proposed revision shall present an 1mpr0vement of the

wording of the present redaction, which in several instances is obso-

lete or not clear. However, all needless changes shall be studiously

avoided. Adopted. '

c. That in so far as situations of sufficient importance have arisen
in the life of the churches which are not covered by the rules of the
present Church Order, the proposed revision may include additions
" to certain relevant articles, as long as these are in accordance with the
Scriptures, our Reformed principles and present established ecclesi-
‘astical practice. Grounds:

(1) There have been developments in our ecclesiastical life re Mis-
sions, Church Extension, etc., which may require a certam amount
of ‘regulation by the Church Order

(2) The Committee sees the possibility of incorporating these into
the limited redaction suggested. Adopted.

d. That this proposed revision shall be undertaken in close co-
operation with the Dutch and possibly the South African churches
but without binding the committee necessarily to mcorporate the fruits
of the labors of these others.

Grounds:

(1) The aim to maintain a somewhat similar basic approach with
the Committees of the other Reformed Churches involved ought to
- be pursued.

the Christian Reformed .Church. Adopted.

i

(2) Our aim must also be a redaction that will meet the needs of \
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3. We recommend that the Study Committee be continued in order
to carry out the Revision, according to the proposed outline above.
In this connection we call Synod’s attention to the inability of the Rev.
J. L. Schaver to function on the committee, and refer the possible
appointment of a substitute to the Committee on Appointments. (See
Art. 190, VI) Adopted.

4. The Committee on Revision of the Church Order has requested
(per Rev. M. Monsma) that Synod request the following of the forth-
coming Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken, the Netherlands:

a. To allow the Rev. I. Van Dellen (presently in the Netherlands,
and a member of the Church Order Revision Committee) the privi-
lege of sitting in with the Advisory Committee of the Gereformeerde
Synod when it deliberates on. this matter.

b. TG allow the Rev. I. Van Dellen the privilege of the floor when
Church Order Revision is discussed in Synod. Adopted.

In this connection the Stated Clerk of Synod reads a letter just
received from De Gereformeerde Kerk in Zuid-Afrika in which they
inform Synod of their agreement with the effort to revise the Church
Order. Received as information. (See Art. 190, VI, C, 4).

III. MinisTER'S PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION.

A. Materials: Agenda reports 14, 14A, and 14B. Also a detailed
statement of disbursements from the Relief Fund. (See Supplements
14, 14-A, 14-B).

B. Recommendations.:

1. That Synod approve the appropriations from the Relief Fund:
in the amount of $2,215.00. Adopted.

2. That Synod refer to its Committee on Appointments the fact
that the terms of the Revs. B. Van Someren, and J. O. Bouwsma,
members, and of the Revs. W. Reinsma and T. Yff and Mr. G. B.
Tinholt and Mr. B. De Jager, alternates, expire at this time. (See
Art. 190, VI, for Committee). Adopied.

3. That Synod approve the retirement of the following ministers:
The Rev. S. Fopma by Classis Sioux Center; the Rev. H. Koning by
Classis Pacific; the Rev. J. J. Steigenga by Classis Pacific; the Rev.
J. Van Beek by Classis Sioux Center ; the Rev. P. Van Dyke by Classis
Alberta; the Rev. L. Oostendorp by Classis Grand Rapids East; and
the Rev. J. Mulder by Classis Pella. Adopted.

4. We recommend that Synod adopt the following as amendments
to the Rules governing the administration of the Ministers’ Pension
and Relief Funds: (See Supplements 14, 14-A, 14-B)
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a. A Minister's Widow

(1) Who was not the first wife of that minister, and

(2) Who had not lived as 2 wife in a manse of the Christian Re-
formed Church before her marriage to that minister, and

(3) Who married him after he passed his 55th birthday, and

(4) Who has no dependent child or dependent children, and

(5) Who lived in a manse as the wife of that minister for a period
less than 7% years —

shall be entitled to a pension for a period of time not exceeding
twice the length of the time that she spent in the manse as the wife of
that minister. Adopted.

b. A Minister's Widow

(1) Who was not the first wife of that minister, and
 (2) Who had not lived as a wife in a manse of the Christian Re-
formed Church before her marriage to that minister, and

(3) Who married him after he had passed his 55th birthday, and

(4) Who had lived in a manse as the wife of that minister for a
period less than 714 years, and

(5) Who has a dependent child or dependent children
_ shall be entitled to a pension for a period of time either that shall
not exceed twice the length of the time that she lived in a manse as
the wife of that minister or until the dependent child or dependent
children have become 19 years of age. Adopted.

c. The pension of an orphan shall be at the rate of $400 per year.
(According to the Rules: “Orphans of one family shall never receive
collectively more pension than that to which their mother would have
been entitled” Rules, Art. VI, D.) Adopted.

d. The total pension and relief to an orphan shall not exceed $600
per year: (Art. IX, 4 of the Rules reads: “Orphans of one family
shall never receive collectively more aid than that to which their mother
would have been entitled.”) Adopted.

e. Orphans of ministers, who did not unite with the Ministers’ Pen-
sion Fund, shall be allowed aid from the Ministers’ Relief Fund up
to $300 per year. Adopied.

{. The pension of o widow with a dependent child or dependent
children shall be augmented at the rate of $150 per year per depend-
ent child until the dependent has reached the 19th birthday. HHow-
" ever, the pension to such a widow shall not exceed 50% of the aver-
age salary of our ministers in active service. (The practice of grant-
-ing children’s allowances has been accepted. Missionaries and minis-
ters serving subsidized churches are granted children’s allowances.)

- Adopted.
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The total pensmn and relief granted to a widow with a dependent
chlld or dependent children shall not exceed in one year 66%4% of
the average salary of our ministers in active service. (See Art. 190,
V1, A-18 for Committee). Adopted.

(Church Order matters continued in Art. 104.)

‘ ARTICLE 93
The Advisory Committee Protests and Appeals, cf. Arts. 71, 85,
Rev. C. Van Ens reporting, presents the following:

RzconsmeraTioNn oF THE N.A.E. Decision oF SyNop 1951.
Majority Repbrt of 6 Advisory Committee members:
. Materials:

Overture No. 12.
Overture No. 20.

Specific Requests:

“to reconsider the decision of the Synod of 1951, tabling the
advice of its advisory committee (Acts 1951, Art. 147, p. 78, C, 1):
“That Synod declare it is not prepared to accept the principles set forth

by the committee, bearing on inter-Church affiliation, and consequently
with the N.A.E. in the light of such principles.’”

2. “to recomsider the decision of the Synod of 1951 re our with-
drawal from the National Association of Evangelicals.”

Nl

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod declare these overtures properly before it.

2. That. Synod appoint a committee which, in the light of the Re-
port of the Study Committee anent Inter-church Relationships, and
of all other pertinent material, will submit to the Synod of 1954 a
report in which, upon carefully formulated grounds, the question is
answered: Shall the Christian Reformed Denowmination Rejoin the
N.A.E.? In the meantime, consistories, too, should be urged to an-
swer this quest1on and to send any information relative thereto to
the new committee, as soon as possible. Grounds:

(1) Adoption of this recommendation will furnish the proper grounds
for our decision of 1951, if it can be sustained, which decision, in the
judgment of many is an unsupported action.

(2) It will also do justice to the Report of the study committee anent
Inter-church Relationships, which report up to this moment has re-
ceived inadequate attention.

(3) It will answer the Overtures of Classis Ostfriesland and Cali-
fornia.

(4) It will provide ample time for the ripening of a considered
‘judgment with respect to the important question at issue.
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2. Minority Report of 3 Advisory members:
A. Materials:

1. Overture No. 12.

2. Overture No. 20.

B. Specific Requests:

1. “to reconsider the decision of the Synod of: 1951, tabling the ad-
vice of its advisory committee (Acts 1951, Art. 147 p. 78, C, 1):
‘That Synod declare it is not prepared to accept the principles set
forth by the committee, bearing on inter-Church affiliation, and con-
sequently with the N.AE. in the light of such principles.’ ”

"~ 2." “to reconsider the decision of the .Synod of 1951 re our with-
drawal from the National Association of Evangelicals.”

C. Quotation of the Rules of Order for Synod

“Motions to bring matters once decided agam before Synod.” After
Synod has decided upon a certain matter is may not be annoyed by
the same matter being brought up again unless someone voting in
~favor of the question Wwhen it was decided has undergone a change of
mind. For such to bring matters once dec1ded upon again before
Synod three motions are available:

(1) To Reconsider

The intent of this motion is to propose a new debate and a new
vote on the question once passed upon.

"(a) A Motion to reconsider must be made the samie day on which
the motion in question was passed, (or the next day that Synod is in
'sess1on)

(b) It is unacceptable if action has begun in accordance, with the .
motion in question” (The Rules of Order for Synod and Classes,
Section V, the preamble and point (1), (a) and (b), Schaver, the
Polity of the Churches, Vol. II, pages 308 and 309).

D. Observations:

1. These overtures specifically request Synod to reconsider deci-
sions of the Synod of 1951. Such action is forbidden by the Rules of
Order for Synod.

2. In connection with these rules it should be noted further

a. that a motion to reconsider is intended tc propose a new debate
and a new vote on the guestion once passed upon.

b. that a motion to reconsider “must be made the same day on which
the motion in question was passed, (or the next day that Synod is
in session).” This clearly indicates that a- motion to reconsider is out
of order when made a year later.

c. that a motion to reconsider “is unacceptable if action has begun
in accordance with the motion in question.” Action has not only begun
on this matter but has been finished. - i '
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d. that this does not imply that a decision once made by Synod can-
not be changed or modified. Provision for such motion is made in
this very section of the Rules of Order for Synod, Section V, point
(2) which reads, “To Rescind — The purpose of a motion to rescind
is to annul and tb reverse a decision.”

E. Recommendations:

1. Synod declare these overtures properly before it since they are
two overtures from Classes.

2. Synod do not enter upon these overtures. Grounds:

a. These overtures specifically request Synod to reconsider deci-
sions of the Synod of 1951. Such 2 motion is forbidden by the Rules
of Order for Synod.

b. It is evident that if such procedure would be allowed, it would
be an invitation to disorder in the life of the Church. Synod would
be in danger of having its decisions subjected to endless Synodical
debate, and no Synodical decision could ever be considered settled or
binding. '

c. Reconsideration is out of order in the light of Church Order
Article 31 which reads in part, “and whatsoever may be agreed upon
by a majority vote shall be considered settled and binding, unless it
be proved to conflict with the Word of God or with the Articles of
the Church Order, as long as they are not changed by a General Synod.”

Synod sustains the ruling of the President of Synod that Overtures
No. 12 and No. 20 to reconsider are out of order. The Stated Clerlk
is instructed to notify the Classis concerning the procedure. (Appeals
and Protests Report continued in Arts. 114, 119)

ARTICLE 94 ,
Synod adjourns until 8:30 Wednesday morning. Elder J. A. Hubers
leads in prayer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 18
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 95

Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 291:1, 2, 4. Rev. E. Oostendorp
reads Luke 12:29:34, and leads in prayer. Rev: W. Kok presides.

ARTICLE 96 _
Roll Call. Rev. B. Pekelder is present in the place of Rev. E. Mas-
selink. Elder H. Hiemstra is present in the place of Elder F. Vos-
kuil. Rev. B. Pekelder and Elder Hiemstra express their agreement
with the Formulas of Unity.
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7 ARTICLE 97
Minutes of Tuesday’s sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 98
Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, cf. Art. 17, for the Reception Committee,
presents Rev. Robert Marsden, fraternal delegate from the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. He brings greetings from his Communion, and
urges mutual criticism between the two denominations. He also speaks
of the mutual indebtedness of the two Churches to each other, assur-
ing Synod that the O. P. Church owes the greater debt.

Rev. C. Kromminga responds fittingly.

_ ARTICLE 99

Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, Art. 17, for the Reception Committee, pre-
sents Mr. Ananda Perera, convert from Buddhism, now at Calvin
College in preparation for the ministry in the Reformed Church in
Ceylon. He brings greetings from the Dutch Reformed Church of
Ceylon, and speaks of the great missionary challenge facing us among
. the non-English speaking people of Ceylon, urging that the Dutch Re-
formed Church there needs more and more men from here to meet
‘that challenge. '

Rev. C. Van Ens responds fittingly.

ARTICLE 100 :

Rev. C. Van Ens calls the attention of Synod to the fact that we
have no official correspondence with the Dutch Reformed Church of
Ceylon. '

Synod refers to the standing Commitiee on Ecumenicity and Church
Correspondence the possibility of official correspondence with the
Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon. (See Art. 190, VI, A, 12, for
Committee)

ARTICLE 101

Rey. J. Vander Ploeg, cf. Art. 17, for the Reception Committee
requests Dr. R. O. De Groot, presently acting-Secretary of Missions,
to present the missionaries who are visiting Symnod. Dz. De Groot
presents: Rev. J. Van Bruggen of the Navajo Field, Mr. Don Van,
Reken of the Sudan Field, Miss Margaret Dykstra of the Sudan Field,
Miss Nellie Lam of the Zuni Field, and Mr. and Mrs. G. Holkeboer
of the Sudan Field.

Rev. J. Van Bruggen speaks briefly on the progress of the work
. among the Indians, and calls attention to the problems faced on the
Field because of the uncertainty of our Church with respect to Mis-
sion Methodology.

Mr. G. Holkeboer brings greetings from our African Churches, the
Sudan staff, and from Pastor Istifanus, and informs Synod that the
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Church is praying for Synod. He speaks especially of the educational

work in the Field, and the progress in developing native teachers, and
urges prayer for this Field.
. ARTICLE 102
Rev. H. Bel resumes the chairmanship. (cf. Art. 95)
Synod decides to have its morning recess at 10:00 to avoid confhct
with Summer School Student Snack time.

ARTICLE 103
Elder M. WaIcott appears, and expresses agreement with the Formulas
of Unity. He is present in place of Elder P. Timmer,

ARTICLE 104
Advisory Comm1ttee Church Order, cf. Att. 92, Rev. G. Rozen-
boom reporting, presents the following:
REPORTS OF SYNODICAL EXAMINERS,

A. Classical Examination of candidates for the Gospel ministry
were attended by the Synodical examiners as follows:

Candidate Classis Delegate ‘Classis
Tymen Hofman ... Pacific .......ccc... A. A, Koning ..Ostfriesland
Leonard Sweetman . E. Tanis . ........ California
Clarence Vos H. Kuiper ......... Sioux Center
Herman Teitsma ...Grand Rapids...L. Veltkamp ..._.Muskegon
South -C. Huissen ......... Grand Rapids East
o P. Jonker ... Grand Rapids West
Rein Leestma ......... Grand Rapids...C. Boomsma ...... Grand Rapids East
. West C. Holtrop ... Grand Rapids South
J. H, Bruinooge Zeeland
Isaae Apol ....... Holland ............ C. Holtrop ...e...-.. Grand Rapids South
Jacob Hekman ) L. Van Laar ..... Kalamazoo
. J. H. Bruinooge .Zeeland

Bernard DenOuden..California .....J. VandenHoek Minnesota

John Malestein M. Ouwinga ..-... Pella
J. Cupido ........... Orange City
Wilmer Witte .......... Ostfriesland .. R. Veldman ...... Minnesota
Leonard Hofman J. Geels ..o
: H. Kuiper ‘
Arthur DeKruyter ..Chicago North.P. Holwerda .......Chicago South
N. Jansen .........Wisconsin
T. Verhulst Holland

Edgar Holkeboer ...Minnesota ........ S. P. Miersma ..Ostfriesland
: John Masselink ...Orange City
T. C. VanKooten Sioux Center

John Medendorp Pella o, S. P. Miersma ..Ostfriesland
Albert Veltkamp P. Honderd ......Chicago North
: J. Cupido ........... Orange City
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Your Committee recommends that Synod approve their work,

Ado pted.

B. We wish to inform Synod that a letter of explanation has been
received from Dr. J. H. Bruinooge in response to the irregularity re-
‘corded in the Acts of Synod 1951, Art. 107. The letter is at hand if
Synod desires it. Received as information.

C. The Synodical Examiners J. Cupido of Classis Orange City, J.
VandenHoek of Classis Minnesota, and Raymond Haan of Classis
Pacific, have reported their decision to permit the Consistory of Neer-
landia, Alberta Christian Reformed Church to place the name of the
Rev. Lambert Mulder of the Presbyterian. Church of Canada on the
nomination. Your committee recommends that Synod approve their
‘ work Adopted.

D. The Synodical Examiners J. Cupido of Orange City, J. Vande
Hoek of Minnesota, and Raymond Haan of Pacific report that they
attended the Colloquium Doctum examination of the Rev. Lambert
Mulder of the Presbyterian Church of Canada at a meeting held by
Classis Alberta on April 2, 1952. The examiners advised his recep-
tion into the ministry of the Christian Reformed Church.

Your committee recommends that Synod approve their work.

Adopted.

E. We wish to inform Synod that the Vancouver B. C. Christian
Reformed Church requested permission of the Synodical Examiners
to place the name of a Reformed C. A. minister on nomination. Only
one Synodical examiner, Dr. H. Kuiper of Classis Sioux Center re-.
ported on this matter. Other delegates whose names we do not know
also gave their permission, according to Dr. Kuiper’s letter. Your
committee has insufficient information to express a judgment on the
matter. Received as-information.

. F. The Synodical Examiners J. Cupido of Classis Orange City, J.
VandenHoek of Classis Minnesota, and A. A. Koning of Classis
. Ostiriesland report that they could not concur with the request of the
Hull, Jowa, Christian Reformed Church to place the name of a Re-
formed minister on Trio, since the “very special reasons and needs”
for calling such a man were not proved.

We recommend that Synod approve the work of these Synodical
Examiners. Adopted.

G. The Synodical Examiners T. Yff of Class:s Holland, Peter Hol-
werda of Chicago South, and N. Jansen of Wisconsin reported that
they “advised Classis Chlcago North to proceed with the voting upon
the resolution before it, viz., the release of the Rev. J. Schaver as
minister of the Oak Lawn Christian Reformed Church,” since “they
see no possibility of restoring the ruptured relationship between them.”
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We recommend that Synod approve the work. Adopted.

H. The Synodical Examiners T. Y of Classis Holland, J. IH.
Kromminga of Muskegon, and C. Boomsma of Grand Rapids East
report that with heavy hearts they advised Classis Kalamazoo to pro-
ceed with the deposition of the Rev. William D. Ribbens because “his
sin is a grievous and public nature, committed repeatedly over an ex-
tended period of time” and “the welfare of Christ’s church and the
holiness of the ministerial office must be maintained.”

Recommendation: That Synod approve of this work. Adopted

I. Synod recommits to the Advisory Committee, Church Order, an
.appeal from the Consistory of New Era Chr. Ref. Church to reverse
the decision of the Synodical Examiners re the placing of the name of
a Canadian Presbyterian Minister on a trio, for specific advice. (See
Art. 151).

J. Your Committee calls attentlon to two 1rregu1ar1ues in_so far
" as the Synodical Examiners are concerned.

1. First of all there is no official report from the Examiners who
approved placing the name of a Reformed C. A. minister on the Trio
of the Vancouver B. C. Christian Reformed Church. Only one dele-
gate reported in this instance, and he gave no grounds for his appro-
bation.

2. In the case of the New Era request, the Synodical Examiner
from the Classis in which the church resides, viz. Muskegon, served.

Synod instructs the Stated Clerk to call the attention of the Synodi-
cal Examiners who approved the Vancouver trio (cf. J, 1, above) to
their failure to report to Synod.

Rev. C. Kromminga calls the attention of Synod to the absence of
a report of the Synodical Examiners who attended the examination of
two candidates in Classis Hudson.

Synod instructs the Stated Clerk to call the attention of these Syn--
odical Examiners, who took part in the examination of Candidates
Willis De Boer and Willard Van Antwerpen to their failure to fulfiil
the Synodical requirement that examiners report their action to Synod.
(Church Order Matters continued in Art. 110)

ARTICLE 105

' Dr. De Groot presents Miss Betty Vandenberg of the Sudan Field,
who addresses Synod briefly on her work, and urges prayer in be-
half of it.

ARTICLE 106

Synod goes into Executive Session. The Advisory Committee, Indion
ond Foreign Missions, cf. Art. 86, Rev. J. T. Holwerda reporting,
presents the list of names considered for the office of Director of
Missions, together with its advice.
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Synod places the names of Revs. W, P. Brink, R. O. De Groot, D,
Drost, and H. Evenhouse on the nomination for this office,

The President requests. Rev. R. J. Bos to lead in prayer for -God’s
guidance in this election.

Opportunity is given for consideration of the candidates, and Synod
proceeds to cast a ballot. Rev. H. Evenhouse is elected. (Report con-
tinued in Art. 109)

: ‘ ARTICLE 107
The morning session is adjourned. Elder A. Ledeboer leads in

prayer.

b

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 18
Thirteenth Sessiqn

ARTICLE 108
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 39. Elder Rev. N. Beversluls
‘ reads Galatians 5:13-26, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 109
Synod proceeds to cast a ballot to elect an alternate for the office
of Director of Missions. Rev. W. P. Brink is elected. (See Art. 86,
106)
The President instructs the Second Clerk to notify Revs. Even-
house and Brink of their election. (cf. Art. 106) - (Indian and For-
. eign Missions continued in Art. 129)

ARTICLE 110 .
The Advisory Committee, Church Order, (cf. Arts. 92, 104) Rev.
G. Rozenboom reporting, presents the following:

I. RuULES FOR SYNODICAL PROCEDURE
A. Materiols: Agenda Report No. 31. (See Supplement No. 31)

B. This report is for the most part an abbreviation and simplifica-
tion of the Rules for Synodical procedure, in accord with the man-
date given by the Synod of 1950. It deals not with the many later
decisions of Synod re procedure, which have been compiled in J. L.
Schaver’s Church Order, but with the Rules adopted by the Synod
of 1934 and found in the Acts of that year, Art. 96 and Supplement
17. i

We refer Synod however to one major change (rather than abbre-
viation and simplification) as found in I-D and E, “On the evening,
preceding the opening of Synod . . . the minister of the Convening
Church’ shall preach an appropriate sermon and lead in prayer”
Also “The minister of ghe Convening Church (or in the event of a
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vacancy, its counsellor) shall officiate as president pro tem.” (See Art.
‘190, VI, A, 22, for calling church of 1953 Synod.

Considerations which led the Committee to propose this change are:

1. Practical considerations such as convenience and expense in re
the réturn of the retiring president of Synod to the following session.

2. It is altogether reasonable that if Synod designates a Convening
Church, the Pastor of said church also conduct the worship service.
Otherwise the Convening church becomes little more than a “con’
venient church” in which to hold the prayer service.

3. The president of Synod does not hold office throughout the year
from one meeting of Synod to the next (as is the custom in some
other churches). Adopted.

C. Your Committee recommends the following minor additions,
deletions, and changes.

1. Under I, we propose that Synod retain the following from the
former rules and add same as (5) “While Synod is in session its
members may not leave the assembly without permission from the
chair; neither is it permissible for any member to withdraw himself
and return homeward without the consent of the assembly.” Adopted.

2. In III-B-(2) we recommend deletion of the statement ‘“and
shall see to their printing and distribution.” This violates the deci-
sion of Synod in the Acts of 1944, Art. 43, assigning this work to
the Publication Committee, .4dopted.

3. Under VI-A-(4), the Committee on appointments has been
omitted. We recommend that it be added, and that for the sake of
congistency in outline, the Obituary committee be listed under sepa-
rate heading. We would then have a) Program Committee, b) Ad-
visory Committees, ¢c) Reception Committee, d) Obituary Committee,
" ¢) Committee on Appointments, {) Special Committees. Item f) in
its entirety would read “The Committee on Appointments shall pro-
pose the personnel of all standing and study committees for Synod.”

Adopted.

4. Under capital I (Voting) consistency in method of outline would
demand (1), (2), and (3) rather than the letters A, B, and C which
appear. We recommend the change. Adopted.

5. We recommend that Synod retain the last provision of the for-
mer rules as point J, viz. “These Rules for Synodical Procedure may

be suspended, amended, revised, or abrogated by a majority vote of
~ Synod.” Adopied.

D. Your Committee recommends approval of the Rules for Synodi-
cal Procedure as altered above, and that these Rules shall henteforth
supercede those previously made Grounds:

9
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1. They conform to the mandate of the Synod of 1950 as an abbre-
viation and simplification of existing rules.

2. They appear to your committee as a sufficient and workable set
of rules for Synodical procedure. Adopted.

Synod adopts the complete revision of the Rules for Synodical Pro-
_Cedure as amended and corrected. (Church Order Matters continued
in Art. 137)

ARTICLE 111

The Advisory Committee, Educational Matters, Rev. J. Vander
Ploeg reporting, requests the privilege of the floor for Rev. H. Dek-
ker, reporter of the Study Committee on Education, and for Rev. J.
H. Schaal, Editor-in-Chief of the Sunday School Papers, and pre-
-sents the following:

I. REFORMED UNIVERSITY.

A. Materiol: A letter addressed to Synod by Mr. Arent Lakke in
which : a. he calls attention to the great need for a Reformed Univer-
sity in- America, and b. he pleads that something be done to supply this
need.

" B. Recommendation:

" Synod reply to Mr. Lakke as follows:

1. That the need to which he calls attention is one that may well be
kept in mind.

2. That the ideal of having our own Reformed or Calvinistic Uni-
versity is one that should be kept alive.

3. That the establishment of such a University at this stage does
not appear to be a possibility. Adopted.

II. Sunpay ScmHoOL.

A. Lesson Series for the Sunday School.
" 1. Materiak:

The Sunday School Planning Committee’s proposed roster of les-
sons for the third quarter of 1952 through the fourth quarter of 1953.
See Agenda Report No. 37 (See Supplement No. 37). '

2. Recommendation:

That this roster as proposed by the comnittee be adopted. {(See Axt.
190, VI-A-15). Adopied.

. B. Definition of Sunday School.

1. Material: Overture No. 24.

2. Recommendation:

That the overture of Classis Hackensack be adopted, thus making the
definition of the Sunday School to read as follows: “The Sunday
School is an official agency for ecclesiastical evangelistic pedagogy and
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a voluntary association for convenantal pedagogy supplementary to the
home and under the supervision of the Consistory.”

Grounds: .

a. This provides an additional agency for the study of God’s Word.

b. The presence oi Christian Schools in any locality or the use of
the Sunday Schools as an evangelistic agency need not rule out the
existence of any agency for the study of God’s Word and it applica-
tion to Christian living,

¢. A large number of our Sunday Schools have for many years
served as such an agency, and have done so with an appreciable measure
of success. Rejected.

C. Proposals Re Improvement of Sunday School Material and
Lessons. .

1. Material:

a. Report of The Committee on Education. (See Supplement No. 28)

b. Report of the Publication Committee, Agenda Report No. 27
(See Supplement No. 27).

c. A Communication from the Fuller Avenue Consistory.

d. A Communication from the Superintendent of the Chicagoland
Sunday School League.

e. 'An Overture of Classis Hackensack, Overture 21.

2. Recommendations:

a. That the following Recommendation of the Committee on Educa-
tion (Cf. Agenda Report No. 28, C, 1,a) be adopted. (See Supplement
No..28).

“1. That the preparation and publication of Sunday School materials
be reconstituted along the following lines:

a. That both the Comrade-Instructor-Key series and the Good
News series as such be discontinued, and one new series be designed
to combine both the evangelistic and convenantal functlons of the Sun-
day School. Grounds:

1) This logically follows from the decision of the Synod of 1951,
which declared the Sunday School to be primarily an evangel1st1r
agency, with an additional function for covenant children.

2) The questionnaire study indicates that the difference between the
Comrode-Instructor and the Good News is not significant enough to
warrant their separate existence, e.g. only about half of our present
mission Sunday Schools use the Good News, many of them actually
preferring the Comrade-Instructor series.

3) The questionnaire study indicates that about 80% of our Sunday
School staffs believe covenant and neighborhood children should be in
the same classes. .
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4) Materials so designed would better fit the needs of the Orthodox
" Presbyterian Church, which already uses the Good News materials but
feels that they are inadequate; and the Back to God Hour “follow-up”
program indicates that materials so designed might find increasing use
outside our own churches and thus could become a telling Reformed
witness.” Adopted.

b. That the Committee on Education be charged to give further
consideration to its proposal to have graded lessons, giving special at-
tention :

1) To the cost involved in preparing lesson materzals that such a
graded lesson series would require.

2) To the effect that the introduction of graded lessons would have
on the Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting which occupies an important
place in the present Sunday School program.

3) To the possibility of having graded lessons in which unity could
be retained by having the same topic but different Scripture passages
according to the needs of each department. A series of topics might be
drawn up in line with the progress of revelation in Scripture. Adopted.

¢. That Recommendation 2 (Cf. Agenda Report No. 28, p. 250) of
" the Committee on Education be held in abeyance until the matter of
- graded lessons shall be decided. .(See Supplement No. 28). Adopted.

d. That Recommendation 3 (Cf. Agenda Report No. 28, p. 250)

-of the Committee on Education be adopted. (See Supplement No. 28).
Ado pted.

e. That the Committee on Education when dealing with Sunday
School matters be instructed to call in as advisers the Editor of the
Sunday School papers, and also some member of the Publication Com-
mittee. Ground:

. These men are in a position to give first-hand information with
respect to the problem involved. Adopted.

f. That the above recommendations if adopted be regarded asa reply
to Overture 21 of Classis Hackensack. (Report on Educ. matters con-
tinued in Art 141) Adopted.

ARTICLE 112 ,
The Advisory Committee, Home Missions, Cf. Art. 90, Rev. W.
Van Peursem reporting, presents the following:
I. Tee Szamen’s HowME. 7
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 13 (See Siipplement No. 13)

B. Recommendation:
Synod thank the Board and approve the work done. Adopted.
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11, Canapian ImmicraTioN COMMITTEE.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 19 and 19A (See Supplements
No. 19, 19A) ' i

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod thank the committee and approve the work done. Adopted.

2. Synod approve the appointment of Mr. C. Steenhof to a full-time
position. Adopted.

3. Synod approve the appointment of a full-time fieldman in the
Maritimes. Rejected.

4. Synod refers the appointment of Immigration Committee members
to the Committee on Appointments (Cf. Art: 190, VI).

I1I. OVERTURES
A. Chicago Helping Hand Mission. Overture No. 8.

Recommendations:

1. Synod express agreement with the overture, but on the following
grounds:

1). That this cause was formerly supported by our church in gen-
eral.

2) That this cause still has the love of our people. Rejected.

B. Notification to Sister Church —: Overture No. 27.

Recommendations:

1. Synod adopt the overture. ‘

2. That this be carried out by the Committee on Ecumenicity and
Interchurch Correspondence. (See Art. 190 VI). Adopted.

C. Rules Goverwing Organization of New Congregations — Over-
ture No. 33..

Recommendation:

Though the overture contains many excellent features, we advise -
Synod not to approve it.

" Grounds:
1. These matters ought to be regulated by the Classis in which the
congregation is organized. '
2. All these regulations would not fit in all instances as in the case in
Canada. Adopted.

D. Closer Contact With All Netherland Churches — Overture
No. 36.

Recommendation:
Synod not to approve the overture.

Grounds:
1. The issue is not clear.
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2. The Immigration Committee has carried on such correspondence
and can continue to do so. Adopted

IV. A communication, addressed to Synod, has been received from the
Deputies for the Dutch Merchant Marine of the Gereformeerde Kerken
in the Netherlands.

A. The requests contained in this communication are:

1. That the Board of Home Missions be relieved of its responsibility
in connection with the work done in behalf of seamen by the Rev. J.
Wristers at New Orleans, La.; and that a special synodical committee
be appointed charged with this assignment.

2. That the spiritual care in behalf of seamen, long ago begun by our
Church at Hoboken, be expanded to other ports.

3. That the work at Hoboken be entrusted to this special committee.
4. That financial support be given to the work at New Orleans.

5. That direction be given to this work mcxdentally promoted by the
Rev. F. De Jong in California.

6. That this work be coordinated with similar activities performed
by the churches in South Africa, South America, and Indonesia.

7. That the interest of our people in this mission work among seamen
be stimulated and contributions be encouraged.

B. Recommendattons:

1. That we appreciate the concern of our Netherlands Churches in
its marine membership and others following a similar vocation.

2. That according to the agreement entered into (Cf. Acts 1950,
Supplement 13A, pp. 212{f) our Church is not responsible for financial
support to the work carried on by the Rev. J. Wristers at New Orleans,
La.

3. That the Executive Committee for Home Missions according to
the aforementioned agreement is not unduly burdened in serving, with
the approval of Synod, as financial agent for the Deputies in the Nether-
_lands and the Rev. J. Wristers in New Orleans.

4. That considering our heavy financial outlays for Canada and other
kingdom causes, we are not in a position, apart from the support given
to the Hoboken field, to promise additional financial aid for the ex-
pansion of the Seamen’s Mission Program in New Orleans and else-

where. (Report continued in Art. 136). Adopted.

ARTICLE 113 ‘
The Second Clerk reports that Rev. H. Evenhouse is humbly grateful
to Synod for the honor accorded him. He asks for the prayers of the
delegates and of the Church for God’s guidance in considering his ap-
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pointment, and inquires as to how much time Synod will allow h1m to
consider the appointment. (See Arts. 86, 106,-109).

Synod decides to grant Rev. H. Evenhouse three weeks time to con-
sider his appointment, with the privilege of asking one week extension.

ARTICLE 114
The Advisory Committee, Protests and Appeals, Cf. Arts. 71, 85,
93, Rev. C. Van Ens reporting, presents the Protest of My. Walter
Swets, Jr. against the Consistory of the Bethany Christian Reformed
Church of South Holland, Illinois, and Classis Chicago South.
~ Synod goes into Executive Session to consider various aspects of
this appeal. (Continued in Art. 119).

ARTICLE 115
The Wednesday afternoon session is adjourned. Elder M. Vander
Griend leads in prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 19
Fourteenth Session

: ARTICLE 116
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 398:1, 2. Rev. G. Vander Kooi
reads Psalm 149, and leads in prayer. Rev. W. I<‘Iok presides.

ARTICLE 117
Roll Call. Rev. T. Heyboer takes the place of Rev. G. Kok; Rev. G.
Vande Riet takes the place of Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, and Rev. E. Mas-
. selink returns to replace Rev, B. Pekelder.

ARTICLE 118
The Minutes of Wednesday’s sessions -are read and approved.

ARTICLE 119
- Synod resumes executive session to conunue consideration of the
Swets Protest -(Cf, Article 114).

A. Materials:

1. The Appeal of Mr. Walter Swets Jr. to Synod 1952.

2. The Answer of Clasms Chicago South re the Appeal of Mr. Swets to
Synod 1952.

3. A report of Classis Chicago South re the Swets Case prepared for
Synod and several other documents from Classis Chicago South including:

a., Correspondence of the Committee of Classis Chicago South.

b. A personal testimony of Mr. Walter Swets Jr.

c¢. TExcerpts from the Minutes of the Bethany Christian Reformed Con-
sistory re the Swets Case.

d. A letter containing the Minutes of Classis Chicago South re the
Swets Case.
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The Appeal of Mr. Walter Swets Jr. to Classis Chicago South.

A letter from Mys. Effie Swets.

A letter from Mrs. Henry De Valk,

Legal papers re the Divorce Decree, ineluding the Divorce Decree.

The Committee interviewed Mr. Walter Swets Jr. and a member of

the Comm1ttee appointed by Classis Chicago South to answer this appeal.
Synod, having heard and considered the Report of its Advisory Com-

mittee, adopted the following recommendation:

~ That Synod refer this matter to Classis Chicago South for further
investigation in loco.

Seope

Grounds:

Although there are several definite violations of the moral law in the
life of Mr. Walter Swets, Jr. which would favor the Consistory and
Classis in their decision, nevertheless, the charge of Mr. Walter Swets,
Jr. regarding Mrs. Bernice Swets and a third party was not investi-
gated, as even Classis admits. Adopted.

ARTICLE 120
The Advisory Committee, Publication Commattee (CE. Art. 70) Rev
H. Triezenberg reporting, presents the proposed Formulier Voor De
Sluiting Van Het Huwelijk.

Materials:
1. Agenda Report No. 12.

2. Letter containing some suggested corrections,

Synod decides to give the proposed corrected form to the Canadian
Churches for temporary use, and requests the Canadian Classes to
come with such corrections as may be desirable, to the Synod of 1953.
(See Supplement No. 12 as the corrected form and adopted by Synod).
(Report of Publication Committee continued in Art. 142). Adopted.

ARTICLE 121

Rev. H. Bel resumes the chair. (Cf. Art. 116).
The Advisory Committee, Budget Maiters, Elder L. Van Noord re-
porting, presents the following:

I. Causks RECOMMENDED.

A. For one or more offerings.
National Union of Christian Schools.
Korean Reformed Spiritual Relief.
Synodical Tract Committee.
Christian Seamen’s Home.
Soldiers’ Fund.
Relief Fund for Unordained workers employed by the Board
of Missions. (See Art. 189, VII, of 1952 Acts of Synod)

Adopied.

S e
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. Accredited Causes.

For Fimancial Support.

Christian Labor Association.

. American Home Bible League.

Goffle Hill Sanatorium.

American Bible Society (American churches only).

Lord’s Day Alliance, '

Bethesda Sanatorium,

Pine Rest Christian Association.

Reformed Bible Institute.

British and Foreign Bible Society (Canadian churches only).
10. Bethany Christian Home, Inc.

.11. Faith, Prayer and Tract League.

12. Elim Christian Training School in Chicago.

13. National Christian Association.

14. The Gideons (for Bible distribution only).

15. Westminster Seminary (see under II). Adopted.
B. For Moral Support (no request for funds made).
1. American Federation of Reformed Young Women Societies.
2. The Young Calvinist Federation. Adopted.
C. Recommended to Diaconates for Support.
Canadian Relief Fund. Adopted.

O RN UL

II. WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.
A. Material: Communication. requesting for listing as accrediied
cause. '

B. Recommendation:
Synod deny the request for Synodical approval as an accredited
cause for financial support.

Ground:

We have our own Seminary and College which requires the maxi-
mum support of our people. At a time when there are numerous de-
mands upon our people for support through collections and increased
quota requests, the budget committee holds that limitations on support
of outside causes must be more sharply adhered to.

Rev. R. Marsden is given the privilege of the floor to address Synod
in behalf of Westminster Seminary.

Synod re_]ects the recommendation of the Advisory Budget Com-
mittee.

Synod places Westminster Theological Seminary on the Accrechted
List. .

JII. THEOLOGICAL ScHOOL IN BELGIUM.
A. Material: Communications: 3 letters requesting ﬁnanc1a1 aid
for seminary building.
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B. Recommendation:

Synod deny the request for financial support.

“Ground: -

We have our own Seminary and College which requires the maxi-
.mum support of our people. At a time when there are numerous de- -
mands upon our people for support through collections and increased
quota requests, the budget committee holds that limitations on support
of outside causes must be more sharply adhered to. Adopted.

IV. CHRISTIAN LABOR ASSOCIATION.

A. Material: Communications: 1 letter from C. L. A., 1 letter
from C. L. A. of Canada Financial statement and budget.

B. Specific Request.

To have Synodical approval for listing on accredited causes not only
but to add specifically that Synod urges the churches to lend support to
the amount of $1.00 per family per year for five years.

C.' Recommendation:

" Synod approves C. L. A. for 11stmg on list of Accredited Causes as’
heretofore, without additional urging as requested.
Ground:
Recommended causes are not generally recommended as to amounts,
nor for more than one year at a time. Adopted.

V. Fixine Quoras. (Overture 22)

Synod decides to answer Overture 22 by referring Classis Muskegon
to the decision of the Synod of 1949 (Acts, 1949, Art. 123, 9B, page
80) since no weighty grounds have been adduced to change that deci-
sion. In this connection Synod also considered the minority opinion of
Elder P. Timmer, member of the Advisory Budget Committee. (Report
continued in Art. 124). :

ARTICLE 122 N
The morning session is adjourned until 1:40 P. M. Elder J. Buikema
leads in prayer.

THURSDAY AFTERNQOON, JUNE 19
Fifteenth Session

ARTICLE 123
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 233-1-3. Rev. A. Dusseljee reads
Matthew 7:24ff., and leads in prayer.

: ARTICLE 124
‘ Synpd decides, in connection with the List of Accredited Causes
(Cf. Art. 121) to draw the attention of the Churches to the fact that
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some of these causes, although worthy in themselves use high pressure
methods of raising money, by which they secure inore than their share,
to the detriment of our own causes. Synod suggests further that the
Churches use discretion in permitting such methods among their mem-
bers. (Report continued in Art. 140). "

ARTICLE 125
The Advisory Committee, Varia, Cf. Arts. 78, 84, 91, Rev. E. Qosten-
dorp reporting, presents the following:

I. Carvin CoLLEGE MATTERS. _

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 29, 29-A (See Supplemennt No.
29, 29-A). Report on the Calvin Expansion Program (Supplement No.
29-C).

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod take note of the death of Mr. John Hekman, while a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees, gratefully acknowledging the many serv-
ices he has performed for our School. Adopied.

2. Major in Bible. Synod’s attention is called to the fact that several
new courses have been added in the Department of Bible, thus expand-
ing the curricular offerings of the department. Progress is being made
toward offering a major in Bible. (Received as information). -

3. Dean of Students. Synod approve the duties assigned the Dean
of Students. Synod also approve the appointment of Dr. J. L. De Beer
for this position for a two-year period. Adopted. '

4. New Appointments. Synod approve the following new appoint-
ments made by the Board.

Calvin Andre—Instructor for two years in' Physics.

Arthur Otten—Instructor for two years in French.

George G. Harper—Instructor for two years in English.

Barney Steen—Assistant Professor for two years in Physical Edu-
cation.. Still provisional upon a final examination by the Board.

B. Van Elderen—Provisional appointment in Classical Languages.
Adopted.

5. Re-appointments. Synod approve the following re-appointments
made by the Board.

Prof. C. De Boer—Professor for a four-year term in Philosophy.

Prof. C. Plantinga—Associate Professor for a four year term in
Psychology. i

Prof. J. L. De Beer—Associate Professor for four years in Educa- -
tion.

Rev. Henry Van Til—Associate Professor for two years in Bible.
Adopted.
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In this connection we call the attention of Synod to the care ex-
ercised by both the Faculty and the Board in the appointment of mem-
bers of the College Faculty. See the accompanying outline of pro-
cedure prepared Tor the Committee by President Wm. Spoelhof.

“The following rules and procedure are employed in filling vacancies -
or in making additions to the college teaching staff:

“The need for an additional staff member (s) is brought to the atten-
tion of the Educational Policy Committee via the department and division.
After the need has been considered by the Edueational Policy Committee,
and approved, the announcement that an additional staff member will be
needed in a given department is posted on the faculty bulletin board and
announced by the president at the next faculty meeting. Some time—
-usually a week or more —is given each faculty member to place his choice
of names before the Educational Policy Committee.

“The above applies only to additions to the faculty. The procedure is
similar for filling vacancies: A notice is posted on the bulletin board and
announced in the faculty meeting that a vacancy exists and all members
of the faculty are requested to submit names of desirable candidates to
the Educational Policy Committee. Following this, the procedure for addi-
tional staff members, as well as for filling vacancies, is gimilar.

“The Educational Policy Committee may add to this list of candidates.
After these names have been listed, the department involved joins the
Educational Policy Committee in a meeting to discuss the names submitted.
Professors and Associate Professors of the department concerned have all
the rights and prerogatives of members of the Educational Policy Com-
mittee when considering a vacaney in their particular department. After
names have been considered, as a rule 2 number of names can be eliminated
almost immediately. Those which remain are called in person for an inter-
_view by the Educational Policy Committee, members of the department in-
volved being considered members pro tem of the committee for this partic-
ular interview. The interview is a most thorough one, along the lines of
an inquiry into spiritual fitness, academic training, pedagogical competence
and: ability to integrate the academic phases of the work with the distine-
tive Reformed position of our church. After obtaining all available infor-
mation on the candidate, carefully discussing the candidate’s qualifications,
interviewing himm and deciding by vote which of the candidates should be
recommended, the name (s) of the recommended candidate (s) are pre-
sented to the faculty. The faculty is given one week in which to bring any
objection to the attention of the president or the Educational Policy Com-
mittee. If this is not done within the prescribed period, the candidate (s)
become the faculty’s recommendation to the Executive Committee. The
Executive Committee, in turn, has the right to interview the candidate (s)
since it confirms or rejects the nomination of the faculty. Normally, how-
ever, this is done by the Board of Trustees, as indicated below. The Execu-
tive Committee then presents the nomination to the full board, by which
the candidate is, once again, interviewed and questioned as to spiritual fit-
ness, academic training, and Reformed distinctiveness. The name of the
appointee is then presented to Synod for final confirmation.

“In addition to these interviews, pastoral recommendations from pastors
who know the individual concerned are presented to the Executive Com-
mittee and the Board of Trustees, along with a completed personnel gues-
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tionnaire and a statement of physical fitness from the candidate’s physi-
cian, Upon the suggestion of the Executive Committee and the Board of
Trustees, beginning June, 1952, a consistorial recommendation is, likewige,
part of our procedure. This procedure applies to all persons who will enjoy
faculty status. In the case of full-time Assistants (who are not considered
members of the faculty), the procedure is the same, except that the Ex-
ecutive Committee, not the Board, conducts the final interview.

“Reappointments on the college teaching staff are governed by various
ranks, with accompanying tenure. Whenever a new tenure or new rank is
proposed for a faculty member, recommendations of the department and of
the president are brought to the Executive Committee. Should the Execu-
tive Committee or the Board have any reason to wish to question the fac-
ulty member concerned, this is their prerogative. Whenever a faculty
member is up for the rank of Professor and the accompanying life tenure,
the Board, according to an established rule, must interview the candidate
for promotmn The Board’s recommendation for extended tenure or pro-
motion in rank is then presented to Synod.”

Received as information.

6. Gift of Mr. L. L. Cayvan. Synod express sincere appreciation to
Mr. L. L. Cayvan for the generous gift of choice records for our Music
Department. Adopted. .

7. Awnwiversaries—Ci. Arts. 66, 83.

We call the attention of Synod to the fact that Prof. H. Dekker is
observing his 30th anniversary as Registrar of our School, and Profs.

L. Flokstra and E. Y. Monsma their 25th anniversaries as Professors, -

and recommend that they be honored at the testimonial dinner to be
held on Wednesday evening, June 18. ‘Received as information.

8. Graduates. Your committee calls Synod’s attention to the fact that .
137 of the 214 graduates this year are entering either the ministry or
becoming teachers. Of the teachers only two are becoming teachers in

"public schools. Received as information.

9. Library Reference Service. Your committee recommends that
Synod approve the setting up of the Library Reference Service (Re-
‘port 29 A, p. 9) and urge our people to make use of this service.

Adopted.

10. Calvin Foundation. Synod thank the Calvin Foundation for the
service rendered the Christian Reformed constituency in bringing Prof.
Dr. Berkouwer of the Free University to America for his series of
lectures. Adopted.

11, Financial Items. o. We recommend that Synod approve the
" following changes in the tuition rates and conditions.

(1). The setting up of a new zone (extending ten miles from Calvin
College) for which zone the tuition rate shall be $125 per semester. For
two students from one family residing within this zone the charge shall
be $105 per semester for each. Adopted.
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(2). For students residing in Canada, who are ndembers of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church, the tuition shall be calculated on the basis of the
Province in which they reside.

British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan: For students re51dmg
in these provinces the tuition shall be $50 per semester. Adopted.

Manitoba, Quebec, and Ontario: For students residing in these Pro-

vinces the tuition shall be $85 per semester. For two students from
one family residing in these Provinces the: tuition.shall be $68 per
semester for each. Adopted. :
"~ (3). For students from foreign countries other than Canada, who
are members of a Reformed church, the tuition shall be $50 per semes-
ter so long as the student is in the U. S. on a student visa. If the foreign
student intends to become a citizen of the U. S., and has taken out his
papers, he will recetve his reducéd rate for only two semesters, after
taking out his papers, after which his rate will be based on zone in
which he lives in the U. S. Adopted.

(4). For students under twenty-one years of age whose patents are
fore1gn missionaries of the Christian Reformed church, still in active
service, there shall be no tuition charge. Adopted.

(5) For students who are members of the Christian Reformed
church but whose parents are not, the tuition is based on the zone in
which the Christian Reformed church of which the student is a mem-
ber is located. Adopied.

(6) For married students: the residence of a married student is
considered that of his former established home until he has resided
in the local zone two semesters.

For married students who can give evidence of the fact that they
.return to their former established home during the entire summer
vacation, and are gainfully employed while there, the tuition shall be
the amount charged in the zone of their former established home.

Adopted.

b. We recommend

(1). That the salaries of the members of the teaching slaft be in-
creased 3% ; of the administration force approximately 3% ; as well as
additional remuneration be allowed for administrative personnel and
for faculty administrative personnel. Adopted.

(2). That the emeritus ailowance received by Prof. A. J. Rooks be
increased by $300. Adopted. A

(3). The proposed allowance to be granted Mrs. H. Voss and Mrs:
H Morren (whose husbands were formerly in our employ) was by the
Board referred back to the Finance Committee, .with the view to pos-
sibly raising the amount, giving the Executive Committee power to act.

Adopted:
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12. Pension Maiters. Synod approve the revision of the Calvin Col-
lege Pension Plan in order to combine it with Social Security.. (Report
29A, See also the detailed Pension Plan as given to the delegates of
Synod). (See Pension Plan in Supplement No. 29-C). Adopted.

13. Executive Committee. Synod approve the appointment of the
members of the Executive Committee of the Board. Adopited.

L. Bere, J. H. Bruinooge, R. J. Frens, G. Hoeksema, H. Holtvluwer,
J. T. Holwerda, J. T. Hoogstra, M. Monsma, E. B. Pekelder, T. Rib-
bens, B. Staal, and J. A. Van Bruggen. :

14, Nominations for Board Members. The Board presents the
following nominations for Board members to replace those whose
terms expire at this time. (See Art. 126).

A. Eastern District: John Hamersma and S. Steen.

B. Central District: L. Bere, Dr. D. De Vries, J. H. Fles, H. Holt-
vluwer, T. Ribbens, Dr. J. A. Van Bruggen, J. Van’t Hof, B. Vellenga.

C. Midwest District: Alternate for J. Vander Ark—Glen Andreas.
Synod added the name of Arnold Christians. Synod voted by baliot
from 'the above nominations. Adopted.

Synod change the tenure of office of the newly elected men from
four to three years in accordance with the rules of Synod on this
manner, Adopted.

ARTICLE 126

Synod goes into executive session to discuss the nominations,

Synod proceeds to cast a ballot for Board Members, with the result
that the following are elected:

Eastern District: J. Hamersma—Alternate S. Steen.

Central District: L. Bere, Dr. D. De Vries, H. Holtvluwer, J. Van
Bruggen—Alternate: B. Vellenga, T. Ribbens, J. Van’t Hof, J. H. Fles.

Midwest District: Alternate for J. Vander Ark; G. Andreas.

ARTICLE 127

Synod resumes open session.
The Advisory Committee, Varia, (Cf. Arts. 78 84, 91, 125) Rev. E.
Oostendorp reporting, presents the following: .
DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING. '

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 33 (See Supplement No. 33).

- B.  Recommendations:

1. Synod takes note with sorrow of the demise of Mr. John Hekman,
former chairman of the Committee. Two additional members are to be
added to the Committee, one each from the Board of Missions and the
General Committee for Home Missions, since these Boards are espe-
cially interested in the proposed Denominational Building. The ap-
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pointment of these members is referred to the Committee on Appoint-
ments. (See Art. 190-A, VI 25).

2. Synod instruct the Committee to build the Denominational Bulld—
ing on Denominational property, east of Giddings Avenue.

Grounds:

a. This will be an ideal location because of its close proximity to the
College and Seminary.

b. It would facilitate dealing with the various boards and commit-
tees by our constituency.

¢. As our building would not need a full time janitor, janitor service
and maintenance probably could be arranged with the Calvin Adminis-
tration which would work for economy.

d. The proposed building would require an area 34’ by 84’. Parking
can be arranged in common with the requirements for the future build-
ings on the Calvin property. Rejected. '

3. Synod instruct the Denominational Building Committee not to
-seek to build the building on the 714 acre plot now held by Calvin, but
authorize the Board of Trustees to purchase additional property from
the Clark Estaté, adjoining the 714 acres, fifty percent of the cost to be
paid by the Denominational Building Fund.

Grounds:
a. There is not enough room for the building on the 714 acres.

b. Only the Board of Trustees can purchase property from the Clark
Estate according to present legal arrangements.

¢. The Advisory Committee has consulted the Planning Committee
of the Calvin Faculty, and has been assured that this proposal meets
with their hearty approval.

Synod instructs the Denominational Building Committee, the Calvin
Board of Trustees, and the Long Range Planning Committee to explore
jointly the possibility of securing additional property from the Clark
Estate and the possibility of a property exchange with the Calvin
Church, with a view to the possible erection of the Denominational
Building on such property in line with the above recommendations, and
to report to the Synod of 1953, (See Art. 190 VI for Denominational
Building Committee). Adopted.

ARTICLE 128
The Obituary Committee, (CLf. Art. 16) Rev. H. Triezenberg report-
ing presents the following:

Dear Brethren, -
Since the previoug Synod, God in His providence removed from this life
the following Ministers of the Gospel in the Christian Reformed Church:
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The Rev. Henry Bode, who was born October 26, 1871; and passed away
June 27, 1951. He was known for his zeal for missions and his faithfulness
in laboring personally with the delinquent and the unchurched.

The Rev. Diedrich H. Plesscher, born August 28, 1889; died July 27,
1951, He was proficient in Dutch and in German, as well ag in the English
language. He will be remembered by many as a fajthful pastor, a gentle,
unassuming character, and a congenial, colleague.

The Rew. Clarence Groot, born May 30, 1902; died September 4, 1951,
He had a bent for music and was an interesting conversationalist, not de-
_void of a sense of humor. Charity, force, and devotion to Reformed prinei-
ples are said to have characterized his preaching.

The Rev. Martin Van Dyke, Ph, D., born February 22, 1893; died
November 3, 1951. He was a keen and studious mind, and by means of
graduate studies at Princeton University, Columbia University, and Prince-
ton Seminary, earned the Th. M. and Ph.D. degrees. The grace of meek-
ness adorned him. Faithful in his labors, he won the love and respect of
many. He was indeed a gentleman and a scholar.

The Rev. Arend Guikema, born in 1867; died November 25, 1951, Brother
Guikema was for many years a successful business man in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and entered the ministry at an advanced age. A man of sterling
honesty and firm convictions, he served acceptably as pastor of three
churches and as home missionary for Classis Pacific.

‘The Rev. J. A. Westervelt, born June 27, 1857; died December 1, 1951.
He was the last living link (among our ministers) with the True Protestant
Reformed Dutch Church, which Church he served until its union with the
Christian Reformed Church. His pastorate in Third Paterson lasted for 31
yearg. He was known as a man of intercessory prayer.

The Rew. J. C. De Korne, Ph. D., born October 16, 1888; died December 9,
1951. After a brief ministry at Englewood, New Jersey, he served faith-
fully as one of our first missionaries to China from 1920 to 1934. A pas-
torate at Second Wellsburg followed, lasting until 1939, at which time he
was appointed Secretary of Missions, a post which he filled with zeal and
ability and devotion until the time of his death. He was for many years one
of the Editors of the Missionary Monthly, and the author of numerous
articles and books on mission subjects. Zealous and enthusiastic, his enthusi-
asm balanced by a scholarly attitude of mind, and a man of lovable char-
acter withal, thus he lives in our hearts and memories.

The Rev. Lambertus Veltkamp, born January 28, 1876; died February 6,
1952. Son of one of our early Christian School teachers, he himself ever
enthusiagtically sponsored the cause of Christian Education. He served for
many years as & member of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and
Seminary. He was outstanding, by the grace of God, as a sympathetic and
faithful pastor. He was a practical preacher, 2 man of prayer who enjoyed
to an unusual extent the love and respect of the congregations he served.

The Rev. Willinm D. Vander Werp, born July 18, 1870; died February
27, 1952. Son of a well-known pioneer minister of the Christian Reformed
Church, he himself was permitted to serve in succession ten of our churches,
eight of these in Michigan. He too was outstanding in his pastoral .labors. -
Himself taught in a school of suffering, he knew by the grace of God how to
comfort others. He served for many years, both in the Christian Reformed
Board of Missions and in the Board of Trustees of Calvin- College. and -
Seminary. : C
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The Rev. William Bajema, born April 18, 1881; died April 21, 1952. He
served only two churches, Randolph, Wisconsin, for ten years, and Sheldon,
Iowa, for twenty two years. He was a man sanctified by suffering, which
" made him effective as a pastor, especially with the sick and the troubled.
His preaching was clear and forceful, and his guidance at classical meet-
ings was much appreciated.

Your Committee advises Synod to pass the followmg resolution :

1. We humbly bow before our sovereign God in removing from this
life these departed servants of His, and confess that He doeth all things
well.

2. We express our gratitude to our heavenly Father for the privilege
that was ours as a Christian Reformed Church in enjoying the devoted
service of these ministers of His for so many years.

3. To the sorrowing loved ones of these departed brethren, Synod ex-
presses its sympathy, commending them to the sustaining grace of God.
4. Synod decides that these resolutions be printed in the Acts of
.Synod, and that a copy be forwardeéd to the bereaved relatives. Adopted.

ARTICLE 129
The Advisory Committee, Indian and Foreign Missions, (Cf. Arts.
86, 106, 109) Rev. S. Van Dyken reportmg, presents the following:

Mission PRINCIPLES STUDY,
A, Maoterials:
1. Agenda Report No. 7 (See Supplement No. 7)

. B. Brief History.

When in 1941 the Central Conference of Indian Missions went on
record as favoring reestablishment of native or indigenous churches,
it laid down some preliminary principles to be followed, but felt that
a deeper and broader study of the matter should be made. The Board
passed this report on to Synod without committing itself on the prin-
ciples, and recommmended that “Synod appoint a committee to make a
thorough study of all this material.” A study committee was appointed
and reported in 1942 that “native or indigenous churches on our Indian
mission field are feasible.” Synod declared itself in favor of estab-
lishing native churches on the Indian Mission field and granted the
necessary authority for carrying out the proposed plan. (Acts 1942,
p. 67) Synod also took over from the General Conference a mode
of procedure to be followed, presented to Synod by the Study Com-
mittee. (Acts 1942, p. 68ff). Progress was made in this direction in
the ensuing years. A new study was initiated in 1950 when the Board-
felt the need of more light as to how the ideal of indigenous churches
was to be reached. In this same year two pamphlets, especially, ap-
peared which provoked widespread discussion: the pamphlet of the
Rev. Harry Boer, and an answer to it by the General Conference of
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the Indian Field. At the Synod of that year overtures: dealing with
this matter were presented. An advisory committee reported to this
Synod :

“The problem as your committee sees it is not that of the ideal of
a completely indigenous church on our mission fields. Omn this, as
far as we could ascertain, there is complete agreement among the
missionaries, in the Board, and throughout the churches. This has re-
peatedly been declared by Synods and in our Church papers, and
there has never been any protest, whether official or otherwise, regis-
tered against this ideal. The problem lies rather in the method by
which this ideal shall be reached on our fields with specific reference
to the use of educational and medical institutions in connection with
the work of evangelizing the natives, particularly on the Indian Field.”

This Synod adopted the recommendation of its advisory committee
that “Synod appoint a Study Committee to report to the Synod of
1952.” This study committee received the following mandate:

“l) To formulate the principles of indigenous mission work based
on a thorough exegetical study of all relevant Scripture passages; and
in the light of our distinctively Reformed doctrines of the Church,
Covenant, etc.

“2) To formulate the regulations governing the application of such
principles to the Church and her Board; the Church and her mission-
aries; the Church and her duties to the native population, with spe-
cial reference to finances, educational institutions, and medical work
on the mission field, and the Church and her obligations to the native

- converts;

“3) To formulate the specific application of these principles and
regulations’ to the Indian Mission Field.”

This committee now presents to Synod a lengthy and important
report.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod commend the Mission Principles Study Committee
for its excellent report; that Synod take cognizance of the thorough
and detailed study here presented; that Synod take note of the in-
completion of. the three-fold mandate, the third part remaining un-
finished because the committee lacked time. Adopted.

2. With respect to Evangelism:

a. That Synod approve of the spirit and general content of the
Study Committee’s exposition of the mission principles respecting
evangelism. Adopted.

b. That if a more concise and specific formulation of these princi-
ples is desired by Synod, the Study Committee be instructed to pre-
sent the same in their completed report to the Synod of 1953.
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3. With respect to Medical Work:

a. That Synod approve of the spmt and general content of the Study
Committee’s exposmon of the mission principles respecting Medical
Work. -

b. That Synod instruct the Study Committee to present a more
" concise and specific formulation of these principles in its completed
© report to the Synod of 1953. (See Art. 190, VI. Report continued
in Art. 135) Adopted: - .
ARTICLE 130 ,

The afternoon session adjourns. Elder W. Speet leads in prayer.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 20
Sixteenth Session

. ARTICLE 131
Synod sings Psalter Hymmnal No. 330. Rev. G. Hoeksema reads,
- Psalm 122, and leads in prayer. Rev. W. Kok presides.

ARTICLE 132
Roll Call. Elder J. Langeland for Elder C. Van Valkenburg, ex-,
presses agreement with the Formulas of Unity.

ARTICLE 133
Synod decides to allow an hour for Advisory Committee meetings
after the morning recess.
ARTICLE 134
The Minutes are read and approved.

ARTICLE 135
The Advisory Committee, Indian and Foreign Missions, cf. Arts
86, 106, 109, 129, Rev. S. Van Dyken reporting, resumes its report
on Mission Principles.

4. With respect to Education: (Continuation of Art. 129)

The advisory committee does not feel it would be wise that Synod
express itself on the educational phase at this time. Our reasons are
the following:

a. The study committee presents majority and minority reports
which exhibit a wide divergence of opinion on the question of the
place of educational missions. The basic positions are radically op-
posed to each other. -

b. Both the majority and minority reports assert their respective
convictions in phraseology whick is in some cases rather extreme,
which makes it undesirable for Synod to approve either in general
spirit and thrust. Attention is called to the following, e. g
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1) Majority Report (See Supplement No. 7).

“It is proper for the Church.in her work to use any means which
is congenial to the Gospel.” The only things excepted seemingly are
* things unethical, according to the examples adduced. The reiterated
“any means” seems to indicate that the emphasis is intended on this
comprehensive approach rather than on the phrase “congenial to the
Gospel.”

2) Minority Report (See Supplement No. 7)

“Because education roots in creation and not in redemption, the
. minority takes issue with the view that schools on the mission field
are proper agencies to affect conversion.”

¢. The study committee has not completed its mandate in present-
ing a formulation of the specific application of these principles and
regulations to the Indian Mission field. Your advisory committee
feels that a clear understanding of the manner in which the princi-
ples would be applied is necessary to a complete and full understand-
ing of the principles themselves, and that a commitment on basic prin-
ciples arrived at in abstraction from the specific situation and appli-
cation is fraught.with ‘peril. Therefore the study committee should
be allowed to complete its task during the ensuing year and make its
full report to the Synod of 1953. (See Art. 190, VI.)

d. It is in the best interest of the Church that a greater degree of
unanimity be attained on this perennial and vexing problem, and that
this, may be arrived at the study committee and the Church should
have more opportunity to debate and discuss the issues involved. This
would foster clarity as well as unanimity.

In consideration of the foregoing your advisory committee recom-
mends :

a. That Synod do not declare itself on mission principles respecting
education in missions at this time. Adoﬁted

b. That the request of the study committee to be continued in order
to complete its mandate be granted. (See Art. 190, V1I.) Adopted.

5. With respect to Regulations:

We advise Synod not to act at this time on the report and recom-
mendations of the committee on part 2 of its charge. Reasons:

a. The study committee itself does not strongly desire this, as its
" report and recommendations represent only its preliminary thinking
on this point.

b. The Board representatives at our adVISory committee meetings
expressed the opinion that the report and recommendations of the
study committee are not a proper response to the mandate of point 2.
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c. The study committee desires to profit from the discussions that
took place and the light that was shed in our advisory committee dis-
cussions. :

- d. Further study, and further conferences also between study com-
mittee and Board, will probably result in greater unity and more ma-
ture advice on this point. (Report continued in Art. 143.) Adopted.

ARTICLE 136

The Advisory Committee, Home Missions, cf.-Arts. 90, 112, Rev.
W. Van Peursem reporting, presents the following:

I. PatersoNn Herrew Mission,
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 6 (See Supplement No. 6).
B. Recommendations:
1.- Synod thank the Paterson Hebrew Mission Board, and approve
the work.
2. Synod take specml note of “May we ask for your prayers that
God may soon send the man of His choice for Superintendent for
this important work.” Adopted.

II. Cricaco Jewisa Mission.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 3 (See Supplement No. 3).

B. Thank the Board of the Chicago Hebrew Mission and approve
the work done. Adopted.

III. Overture No. 9.

Synod refer Overture No. 9, Jewish Evangelzsm and Home Mu—
sions, to the Study Committee for Realignment of Missions and Church
Extension (cf. Acts, 1951, p. 71.) (See Art. 190, VI, for Committee.)

Adopted.
IV. Tue CuapLAiN COMMITTEE. _

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 17. (See Supplement No. 17.)

B. Recommendations:

1. Thank the Committee and approve the work. Adopted. -

2. That Synod re-appoint the Chaplain Committee and continue its
mandate as heretofore, naming one of its members to serve as dele-
gate-representative on the General Commission on -Chaplains and one
as alternate. (See Art. 190, V1.) Adopted.

3. That Synod again place the need and the challenge of the Chap-

laincy before our ministers and urge upon them to search their hearts
* whether in such a time as this the call to follow the young men and
young women in the service of their country and their God should
not be heeded. Adopted.

4. The Christian Reformed Chaplains’ Association, at its meeting
held on June 10, passed a resolution to add its voice to that of the



68 Acrs oF Syw~op, 1952

Chaplain Committee in its recommendation to Synod regarding the
acute need of chaplains.

Your Advisory Committee endorses the same and recommends it
to Synod for adoption: “Synod, having noted with deep concern, the
continued shortage of chaplains and the urgent appeal addressed by
all three branches of the National Defense to the churches and their
constituent ministry to provide an adequate chaplaincy for every unit
of our armed forces, impresses upon our ministers, and upon our
candidates to the ministry, within the prescribed qualifications for the
chaplaincy, seriously and prayerfully to consider their personal high
and sacred responsibility before God in this matter.

Our Christian Reformed Church should not fail to meet its full
share of the increasing need of true men of God dedicated and equipped
by the Holy Spirit to minister to the souls of those who have answered
the call into the military service of their country.

Also this service, rightly conceived and faithfully executed, is a
part of the ministry’s high calling of God in Christ Jesus. “When and
where the sheep of the Great Shepherd are called to go, then and
there also are the Undershepherds called to go with them.” (Continued
in Art. 148.) Adopted. ’

ARTICLE 137"

‘The AdVlSOl‘y Committee, Church Order, cf. Arts. 90, 112, 136,

Rev. G. Rozenboom reporting, presents the following:

"OVERTURES
I. RevisioN or Bercic CONFESSION.
A. Moterial: Overture No. 11.

B. Recommendation:

That Synod adopt the Overture “to study the weight and relevancy
of the objections” which are raised in re the Belgic Confession, on
the ground that all ministers, elders, deacons, professors of Calvin
College and Seminary, as well as many Christian School teachers are
required to express their unqualified agreement with this Confession.
We recommend a committee be appointed to make this study. (See
Art. 190, VI.) Adopted.

IT. Unwirtep YourH COMMITTEE SUPERVASION.

Synod grants the privilege of the floor to Rev. W Brink,

A. Material: Overture No. 13.

B. Recommendaiion: That Synod do not adopt the overture of
Classis Holland “to reconstitute the United Youth Committee to exer-
cise supervision on behalf of Synod over the Youth Federations . . .”

Grounds: )

1. Although the logic of this Overture cannot be contested, the
supposition from which the argument proceeds is erroneous. The
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United Youth Committee does not “exercise supervision over the Youth
Federations” ‘to the degree that the Overture assumes. The original
mandate given to the United Youth Committee by the Synod of 1945
reads: “The Committee has odvisory power (underscoring by your
committee) in all matters pertaining to the specific affairs of the two
Federations, guarding carefully that these organizations do not over-
step their bounds or instigate erroneous policies or principles.”

2. It can be seriously questioned that such would be in accord with
Reformed principles and history, that a Synodical Commitiee should
supervise and control the activities of our youth organizations since
these are not ecclesiastical bodies.

3. From the original mandate given this Committee in 1945 we read
that it must “strive to effect a coordinated program in facing the prob-
lems of our youth.” TFor such a coordinated program and to bring
about the realization of a united youth movement, the committee should
remain a cooperative committee in which the leaders of our youth or-
ganizations give necessary guidance. (See Art 190, VI for Commit-
tee.) Adopted. '

ITI. Division or Crassis MINNESOTA INTO Two CLASSES.
A. Material: Overture 19.

B. Recommendation:

We recommend: that Synod grant the request of Classis Minnesota
to divide into Classis Minnesota North and Classis Minnesota South,
- according to the proposed line-up of churches, and upon the grounds
submitted. Adopted.

IV. Ogrper For Crry AND NEIGHBORHOOD EVANGELISM.
A. Material: Overture No. 32.
B. Recommendation?

That Synod adopt the essence of the Overture of Classis Grand Rap-
ids South “to appoint a study committee whose task it shall be to
formulate an ORDER, i.e., a set of rules, according to which- our con-
sistories (and/or Classes) may regulate their work of neighborhood or
city evangelism.”

1. That in their study this committee give careful attention to the
valuable material in the 1934 Synodical agenda, re this matter.

2. That it be understood that this overture does not imply the forma-
tion of another denominational board to enforce such regulaions which
we feel can well be left to the local consistories (and/or Classes).

3. That this committee present a proposed draft of such an order to
the Synod of 1954. (See Axt. 190, VI).
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Grounds:

a. There is-a lack of umformxty which is, causmg confusion and un-
rest, in such matters as

(1). Where the convert shall worship,
- (2). The “branch church,”

(3). The status of full-time lay worker,

(4). The Gospel meeting, etc.

b. Although we do have some excellent material on the nature and
practice of this work, we have nothing definite as to rules or regulations
for 'such evangelization work.

c. This is a denominational problem. Although the work of Neigh- -
borhood Evangelism is performed by our Consistories and/or Classes,
there should be denominational unity of procedure in such a rapidly ex-
panding work. Adopted.

V. DivisioN oF Crassrs ONTARIO.

A. Materiol: Overture No. 37.

B. Recommendation: Synod grant permission for the division of
Classis Ontario into three Classes to be carried out when Classis On-
tario deems the ministerial leadership to be large enough to fill the
necessary functions. Adopted.

VI. RevisioN oF FORMULARY.

A. Material: Overture No. 43.

B. . Reecommendation; ‘

That Synod adopt the overture to study the matter of revision and
abbreviation of the Form for the Lord’s Supper by appoiting a study
Committee. (See Art. 190, VI, for Committee.) Grounds:

1. The sentence structure of our present form is cumbersome and
d1fﬁcult to read. :

2. The form can be shortened without doing violence to its content.

3. A somewhat shorter form would encourage reading it in its en-
tirety at both Communion services. Adopted.

(Report continued in Art. 151.)

: ARTICLE 138
The morning session adjourns. Elder H. Christian leads in prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20
" Seventeenth Session '
ARTICLE 139

Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 164:1, 6. Rev. Dr E Masselink
reads Isaiah 40:28-31, and leads in prayer.
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ARTICLE 140
. The Adv1sory Committee, Budget Matlers, cf. Arts. 121 124 Elder
L. Van Noord reporting.

I. EXPENDITURE oF DENOMINATIONAL FUNDS.
A. Matersal: Overture 18.

B. .Recommendation:
Synod answer Classis Minnesota —
1. Synod is using, on the various boards, men who are conversant
with business administration.
- 2. Synod is endeavoring to exercise as much caution as possible in
entering new fields and in developing its present fields, Adopted.

II. Un~itep StTATES TREASURER FOR CANADIAN Funps..

A. Material: Communication from Geo. F. Wieland, Treasurer.

B. Contents of letter.

1. Discontinuance of office is requested by Mr. Wieland.

Ground: Restrictions which have heretofore prevented funds from
leaving Canada have now been lifted and there is now a free flow of
money from Canada to the United States. Adopred. ,

2. Appropriate notices be prepared for the church papers at once, =
informing classical and church treasurers in both the United States
and Canada to forward all funds through regular channels as. in the
past before restrictions were imposed. AdoptedA

3. As soon as all funds are “cleared,” the “Exchange Income”
which has accumulated during the past few years be distributed to the
treasurers of those funds earning such income and an audited report
showing all transactions be submtted at the next Synod. Adopied.

III. Your Committee recommends that the same rules shall apply
for the next year re Mrs. D. H. Kromminga and the Emeritus Profes-
sors as adopted by Synod of 1951. (cf. Acts 1950, Artfl VIII, p. 93.)

Adopted.

IV. Tare RerorMATION TRANSLATION FrLLOWSHIP (See Art. 35).

A. Material: Communications requesting financial aid.

B. Recommendation:

The request be referred to the Christian Reformed Board of Mis-
sions for study and recommendation, with power to act. Grounds:

1. This board has a special interest in China.

2. There is no special urgency, as China is practically closed to the
distribution of literature. ‘

3. The Board of Missions would be more competent to judge the
merits, the need, and usefulness of these translations.

(Budget Report continued in Art. 149.) Adopted.




72 Acrs oF SyNop, 1952

ARTICLE 141
The Advisory Committee, Educational Matters, cf. Art. 111, Rev.
G. Vander Plaats reporting, presents the following:

1. CatecHisM (Committee on Education).
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 28 (See Supplement No. 28)
B. Recommendations:

. 1. That Synod express its appreciation of the work this committee
has done. Adopted.

2. That Synod refer the proposed courses of study for catechism

back to The Committee on Education for further consideration and =

study. (See Art. 190, V1.) Adopted.

Ground: These curricula have appeared too late for a crystaliza-
tion of opinion in the Church at large, and it is to the best interest of
" the church that no hasty action be taken on the proposed change.

3. That Synod defer action on recommendation A of The Commit-
tee on FEducation found on page 251 of the Agenda which reads:
“That Synod authorize the Committee to elect its own Treasurer and
handle its own funds.” Ground: There is no definite need for this
at this time. Adopted.

4. “That Synod approve the Committee’s action in appointing to its
number Mr. Rhine C. Pettinga, principal of the North Fourth Street
Christian School in Paterson, and Rev. Wm. Vander Haak, minister
of the Midland Park Church. The Synod of 1951 specifically author-
ized the formér appointment as a replacement. The Committee took
it upon itself to make the latter appointment in view of the loss of -
. Dr. Wendell Rooks, due to his departure from the East since the last -
Synod met.” Adopted

5. That Synod defer action on recommendatlon C of The Commit-
tee on Education found on page 251 of the Agenda which reads: “That

Synod appoint an additional ministerial member to the Committee,
making a total of nine members.”

Ground There is no definite need at this time of an additional man.
Adopted.

6. That Synod refer the curricula to the consistories for construc-
‘tive criticism. Adopted.

'II. CoMPENDIUM REVISION.

A. Material: Report of The Committee on Education. (See Sup-
plement No. 28.)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the addition of certain questions and an-
. swers, and the breaking down of the material into a greater number
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of questions and answers, as is found, for example, in question 10 of
the Old Compendium which is divided into three questions and an-
swers, and question 15 which is divided into two questions and answers,

Adopted.

2. That Synod disapprove the changes of certain terms which have
rich theological content, e.g., such words as “impute” (A. 11), “endow”
(A. 7), and the dropping of such modifiers as “utterly” (A. 6).

Adopted.-

3. That Synod disapprove of apparent material change in this re-
vision, e.g., questions and answers 2 and 7. This revision, according
to the mandate, “is to remain materially the same.” Adopied.

4. That Synod urge our ministers and elders to correspond with
the Committee on Education concerning this revision. (Report on
Educational Matters continued in Art. 144.) Adopied.

ARTICLE 142

The Adv1sory Committee, Publications, cf. Arts. 70, 120, Rev. H.
J. Triezenberg reporting, presents the followmg

1. PROTJ:ST oF MR. JouN ENSERINEK, RIPON, CaALIF.

AL M atemal

1. Protest by Mr. Enserink against the Rev. H. J. Kulper for .re-
fusing to place Mr. Enserink’s contribution to “Voices” re the Com-
mon vs. the Individual Cup in the Lord’s Supper.

2. Two letters by The Banner Editor to Mr. Enserink, explammg
why the contribution would not be placed.

B. History of the Case:

On Nov. 17, 1950 a news article by the Rev. Spoelstra in which he made

favorable mention of the introduction of the individual cup, describing it as
a sign of progress in the congregation concerned. On Dee. 22, 1950, an
article appeared in “Voices” over the signature of H. Van Engelenhoven,
challenging the Rev. Spoelstra’s statement and asking him to explain how
the introduction of the individual cup could mean spiritual progress. On
Feb. 21 the Rev. Spoelstra replied in an article under “Voices”. Then on
Feb. 10 the Editor received a letter for “Voices” from My. Jan Enserink
defending the use of the common cup and taking issue with the Rev. Spoel-
stra on his expressed sentiments re the individual cup. This letter the
"Editor gent to the Rev. Spoelstra asking if he cared to answer Mr. Enserink,
The Rev. Spoelstra replied that he did not care to debate the matter with
Mr. Enserink. Thereupon the Editor notified Mr. Enserink that: Since he
(Spoelstra) is not inclined to answer your letter, I Judge that this brief -
debate with Van Engelenhoven was sufficient, especially since we have so
often had discussions of that subject in our department ‘“Voices”.
. Mr. Enserink now protests to Synod against the Banner Editor for deny—
jng him the privilege of having his article published in “Voices” on the
ground that only one side of the issue (individual vs. common cup) was
presented.
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C. Our recommendation.

1. That Synod do not sustain the protest. Grounds:

a. The Editor of the Banner did not re-open the subject of the com-
mon vs. the individual cup as claimed by the protestant.

b. The specific question asked by Mr. Van Engelenhoven was an-
swered by the Rev. Spoelstra and Mr. Enserink entered the debate as
a third party.

c. Since the Rev. Spoelstra d1d not care to debate the issue with
Mr. Enserink, the Editor of the Banner- did no injustice to Mr. En-
serink in refusing the latter’s article for “Voices,” especially since
both sides of the issue had been often presented in “Voices.” Adopted:

II.. PensioNn Funp For UNORDAINED WORKERS. o
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38 (See Supplement No. 38).
B. Recommendation: Synod urge the various Classes, and individ-
ual chuiches or groups of churches, to place the Unordained Mission
Workers employed by them, under Social Security as provided by the
United States Government. Grounds:
1. These employees are eligible to Social Security.
© 2. Social Security will provide adequate protection for these workers.
3. Tt will be a very simple procedure for each organization employ-
ing such unordained workers, to bring such workers under Social
Security at a very reasonable cost.
" 4. The almost insurmountable difficulties surrounding the establish-
ment of a Pension Fund will then be overcome.
5. By so doing, it will do away with the necéssity of Synod or
Classes and churches, to raise a considerable sum of money as a Past
. Service Fund. Adopted.

III. NOMINATIONS:

A. Publication Committee.

Synod instructed your Committee to present nominations for mem-
bership in the Publication Committee, mcluding the names presented
by the Publication Committee. We present the following:

- For the three year term: The Revs. John Mulder and Wm. Van
Peursem.
For the three year term: Messrs. Adrian Vanden Bout and
Arnold Hulst.
For the two year term: Dr. H. H. Meeter and Rev. F. Van Houten.
For the two yeor term: Messrs. Gerrit 1. Buist and Herbert
Daverman,

To fill vacancies: -

For the three year term: Messrs, George Hertel and Raymond
Van Kuiken.
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For the two year term: Messrs. Herman Fles and ]ohn Peterson. -
Synod elects the following:
For the three year term: Rev. W Van Peursem, Arnold Hulst
and George Hertel.
For the two wyear term: Dr. H. H. Meeter, .Gerrit Buist, Her-
man Fles. (See Art. 190, VL)

B. Synodical Tract Committee.

Synod instructed your Committee to present nominations for mem-
bership in the Synodical Tract Committee, including the names pre-
sented by the Synodical Tract Committee. We present the following:
The Revs. G. Vande Riet, A. Hoogstrate, W. Vander Hoven, and M.

* Faber.

Synod elects the ReVS G. Vande Riet and W. Vander Hoven. (See
Art. 190, VI.) (Publication Report continued in Art. 182.)

ARTICLE 143
The Advisory Committee, Indian and Foreign Missions, (cf Arts.
86, 106, 109, 129, 135), Rev J. T. Holwerda reporting, présents the
following:

I. ProGRESS REPORT. :

Your advisory committee deems it good to -single out. for special
note a few items found in the Mission Board’s report and reported
by mission personnel, indicating advances on the various, fields.
~ “In some of our posts the natives are assuming more responsibility

toward the work. They do this not only by a willing witness but also
by bearing an increasing amount of financial support of the work.:
Some of the groups show real prormse for the establishment of the
native church.”

“The Christians at Gallup have shown special progress in- this de-
velopment of Christian initiative. Not only does this -group seem to
be nearing the stage of organization as a church, but during December,
1951; a native Christian School society was organized at Gallup with
the aim of estabhshmg and mamtalmng a Chr1st1an school- in the near
future.” , :

“The Gospel is now being brought on the reservation in the Nava-
jo 1anguage through radio broadcasts at the Gallup and Farmington
stations. The funds for these broadcasts are being raised by the natlve
Christians.”

General Conference’s representative added the following items:
“At Carisso work is being done by a native team under the super-
vision of the Shiprock missionary. At Farmington a native team is
being employed for the summer months, working under the direction
of Reverend Schripsema. Miss Marie Peshlakai as the first Navajo
teacher at Rehoboth Mission 'has served very acceptably, and has

\



76 Acts oF Sywnob, 1952

promised to return in September. The native Chritians at Bethlehem
chapel have organized a Christian School Society. and expect to open a
Christian School either this September or one year later. At Crown
Point the local Christians are paying the salaries of two native workers
for the summer months. Next year they expect to pay the bulk of the
salary of one of the full time native workers.”

Reports from the missionaries in Sudan also are encouraging. “Many
have béen brought to the Lord and the native church has been strength-
ened.”

The Board has for some time been studying the problem of our
missionaries in mastering the Navajo language, and in connection
therewith has made the following decisions: (abbreviated)

1., That a qualified teacher of the Navajo language be engaged.

2. That the language be intensively studied in same manner as it
is done by our missionaries in China, Africa, and Japan . . . and at
least for the same length of time. A

. 3. That the missionary learning the language, should have a native
Christian assistant with whom he can daily converse . . .

4. That use be made of available translations of Bible, hymns, etc.

5. That the missionary learning the language should spend some
_time at a trading post where the Indians congregate.

Interest on the home front continues to be most encouraging as
well. Thé following churches are listed as calling missionaries at
present: For Japan: Coldbrook, Lagrave Ave., Prospect Park, Iol-
-land, Bethel, Grand Rapids. For South India: Midland Park, Oak-
dale Park, and Third Paterson. For Sudan: Alpine Avenue and Cicero
I. More recently many other churches have requested permission to
call a missionary. Received as information.

II. PERSONNEL.

A. The Board is thankful that it can report to Synod “that many of
the vacancies on the Nigerian field are being filled. Mz. and Mrs. Ray
Grissen are preparing to leave to serve in an industrial capacity. Miss
Bena Kok to fill an appointment as nurse. Mr. Frederick Volkema has
‘been appointed as teacher; Miss Joyce Branderhorst has been given an
-appointment to serve as doctor in Sudan, effective July 3, 1953. Candi-
date Gerard Terpstra is a volunteer for the Tiv field; Dr. P. Y. De Jong
has offered himself for the South India field. Candidates, Robert Sut-
" ton and Richard Sytsma are volunteers for Japan. The Indian field
~ also will see new faces. Miss Perle Kuik clerk for Rehoboth, Miss
Elaine Grit, Bible woman for Shiprock. Miss Carolyn Spoelhof and
- Miss Stella Van Boven, teachers at Zuni. The Van Rekens, who be-
cause of Mrs. Van Reken’s illness, returned to the states before their
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furlough was due, are planping to return to the field agam this fall,
Received as mformatwn

B. Retirement of Mr. J. H. Bosscher.

In view of the fact that Mr. J. H. Bosscher will retire this year after
serving 43 years on the Indian field as business manager, your Ad-
visory Committee advises that Synod take special note of this and in-
struct its stated clerk to send a letter, acknowledging the splendid serv-
ice he has rendered the Church. Adopted.

C. Reverend Robert Recker.

We have been informed by the Board of M1ssmns that the Rev.
Robert Recker, whose mother died just a few months ago, while he
was still in Africa has been called home because of the serious illness of
his father in Chicago. Mrs. Recker remained in Africa. We advise
Synod to take note of this and to send our young missionary our sincere
sympathy in the afflictions and sorrows that have come upon him, com-
mending him to the mercy of the God of all comfort. We suggest that
the Stated Clerk be instructed to do this. Adopted.

D. Your Committee suggests that Synod take appreciative note of
the following letter received from the native church of our Nigerian
field concerning the death of Dr. J. C. De Korne.

“Elders of Trinity Church
Kwambai
To our Fathers: January 6, 1952

We thank our Lord for this opportunity of sending you a brief letter of
greeting. We were very, very sorry when we heard of the death of our
father, John C. De Korne. All the brethren of Trinity Church are very sad
because of this death and loss, ‘Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord’,
says the Spirit, ‘for they rest from their labors.” We know that our leader,
Dr, De Korne, has peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Kai! We think of the exhortation which he brought us in 1946 at Kwambai,
we have not forgotten, for we were greatly benefited by it.

We send you greetings with sympathy in the name of .the Lord. May the
Lord make you patient. With love, )

J. Wamada, Secretary”

The Board decided to give a copy of the letter to Mrs. J. C. De Korne
with our endorsement of the beautiful sentiment expressed by this
Nigerian Church.

Synod so decides.

IIT. NigerIA.
A. Materal: Agenda Report, No. 24-A, VI. (See Supplement 24-A)
The Mission Board recommends that Synod approve the appointing
of an additional teacher and a nurse for the Tiv field. Additional fi-
nancial recommendations for two houses are included in their budget
requests.
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B Recommendation:
Your advisory committee recommends that Synod approve the ap-
pointing of an additional teacher and nurse for the Tiv field.

Grounds:

1. The advance of our work in the newly acquired Tiv ﬁeld re-
quires it.

2. These workers will in turn train native teachers at the Dutch
Reformed Church Mission (South Africa) for our field. Adopted.

IV. Dispersep CHINESE.

A. Maoterial: Agenda 24-A, IT B. (See Supplement 24-A)

Though the work in China proper is presently at a standstill for our
missionaries, there appears to be a fruitful field in Taipeh, Formosa,
where according to the China Sunday School Association there are mil-
lions of refugee Chinese from the mainland. Most of these are Man-
darin-speaking—the dialect with which our China Missionaries have
become familiar. Miss Lillian Bode, formerly of our China force, more
recently at Zuni, urgently requests the Board of Missions to let her go
to work with the people she has learned to love so deeply. Since the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church is represented in Taipeh, it is possible
that Miss Bode could work in conjunction with that sound mission, as
a Bible. woman.

The Board recommends that Miss Lillian Bode be sent.as rn1ssmnarv'
to the dispersed- Chinese in Taipeh. :

B. Recommendation:

Your advisory committee recommends to Synod that Miss Lillian
Bode be sent as missionary to the dispersed Chinese in Formosa if
arrangements can be made for such work in conjunction with a Chinese
church or Mission of Reformed persuasion, .

Grounds: _ ‘
1. “In order that we may maintain contact with the Chinese with
a view to the possibility of work re-opening in China.
" 2. “There are funds left in the China rehabilitation fund in the
" amount of $16,584.75.” Adopted.

V. Lrrring or ‘StaTUs Quo’

A. Material: Agenda Report 24-A. (See Supplement 24-A).

In consideration of the studies with which the Mission principles
- Study Committee was entrusted, a “status quo” was declared by Synod
. for the Indian Mission field in 1950. The Board requests Synod at this
“time to make some pronouncement regarding the lifting of the “status
"quo” in order that they may know which growing needs can be taken
care of in our mission work.
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- B. Recommendations:

Your advisory committee advises Synod not to lift the “status quo”
as yet.

Grounds:

1. Lifting the “status quo” is not wise, in view of the fact that the
Missions Study Committee has not been able to complete its report on
point 2 and especially point 3 of their mandate given them, which per-
tain to the specific application of indigenous mission principles to the
work.

2. Lifting the “status quo is not a pressing need since Synod in
times past has understood it in a qualified sénse.

Synod has given approval to necessary projects despite the rule.

Adopted.

VI. PAKISTAN.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 10. (See Supplement No. 10)
Synod of 1950 appointed a committee to study the question, “Wheth-
er it is possible and desirable to take over the field of Pakistan as part
of our mission responsibility.. This action followed from the con-
sideration given to an overture of the Lagrave Avenue congregation,
The Study Committee has entered into correspondence with Dr. R.
Blocksma, a member of Lagrave Avenue, at present member of the
hospital staff at the United Christian Hospital in Lahore. Dr. Blocks-
ma ably and impressively presents-the many needs and possibilities for
mission work in Pakistan. He suggests the possible opening of a new
field, or taking over from the United Presbyterian Church a sector
which that church is vacating. The suggestion is also made that our
church support workers at the Lahore United Christian Hospital which
is jointly operated by a number of mission groups. The study com-
mittee has given consideration to the possibilities and now comes with
its report and advice. They advise that Synod do not establish a new
- field, nor join as a partner in the operation of the Lahore United Chris-
tian Hospital.
B. Recommendation:
‘1. Your advisory committee advises Synod to adopt the advice of
the study committee re Pakistan, namely, “That Synod do not look for a
mission field in Pakistan at this time.”

Grounds:

a. “No field is being offered us.”

b. “Our present denominational commitments arising from the re-
cent expansion in Africa and the new fields in India, Indonesia and
Japan make it unwise for us further to deploy our forces.”

c. “The complex combination of groups cooperating:in the mission
venture of the Lahore United Christian Hospital should deter us as a



80 | Acts or.Sywnop, 1952

denom1nat1on from becoming involved as an official partner in this
wor.

Th1s to be considered answer to Overture of Lagrave Avenue Chris-
tian Reformed Church. Adopied.

- 2. Your committee advises Synod to thank the special study com-
mittee for their labors. Adopted.

VII. KoRrREAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, (See Supplement No. 22).

During the past year some nineteen thousand dollars ($19,000) has
been contributed by our church for Korean spiritual relief.. This money
has been spent “for such things as a religious paper, printing of Sun-
day School lessons, religious meetings among soldiers, hospital, patients,
the general public, the erection of houses of worship for displaced con-
gregations, and the support. of orphans in a Christian home.”

B. Recommendation:

Your advisory committee advises Synod to continue with thxs needed
work. (See Art. 190, VI). (See also Art. 121). Adopted.

VIII. RevisioN or Mission ORDER ARTICLE 6

A. Materials: Overture No. 14, Agenda Report 24-A, 11, C. (See
Supplement 24-A)

Classis Holland overtures Synod to revise Article 6, Section C, of
the Rules of the Indian, China, and Sudan Mission Order (as amended
1947, Acts 1947, Art. 140, page 75).

The Board has taken note of this overture and recommends to Synod
that the Mission Order remain unchanged for three reasons as given
in their report. These grounds your committee feels are good.

B. Recommendation:
Your.advisory committee advises Synod not to make a change in
Article 6 as desired in the overture of Classis Holland.

Grounds:

1. While enthusiasm for missions is undoubtedly stimulated by con-
centration of interest and support on a particular field there are always
‘those in a congregation who want to contribute to other fields and may
not be deprived of the apportunity through cancellation of all quotas
for that church in order to concentrate on the quota for omne field.
Neither should we establish any terms for a missionary supporting
church by which the broad scope of mission interest in all of our far-
flung efforts would be minimized or well nigh obliterated. Suppose
for example, that a church is calling and supporting a missionary in
Japan. On the basis of the salary being 125% of mission quotas, the
overture would excuse that church from bringing up anything for
India, Nigeria, the Indian field, or Indonesia. Consequently, all these
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other mission fields of our church would be of little concern to that
particular congregation.

2. The amount contributed by the calling and supporting churches
for salaries (approximately $75,000.00) is deducted from the over-all
denominational mission budget, and is therefore reflected in a reduction
of quotas. The Overture, if adopted, would increase the quotas be-
cause churches supporting missionaries would be excused from greater
amounts of quota than now.’

3. Although there is a disparity in quolas required for one field as
compared to another, it is also true that moneys are raised with greater
facility for some of the fields, and diminishes disparity to a great ex-
tent. The fact is that 70% of the quota is for Indian Missions and
30% for foreign missions in 1952, but on special gifts we find that 42%
is contributed for foreign missions and 41% of salaries paid by sup-
porting churches is for missionaries on the foreign fields. We would
not hinder the excellent devotion toward this or that field on the part of
supporting churches who are extending themselves beyond usual quotas,
but neither may we sacrifice other fields mandated to the Christian Re-
formed Board of Missions. Adopted.

IX. CreepAL FoRMULATION FOR MISSIONS.

A. Material: Overture No. 38.

The Consistory of Prospect Park, Holland, petitions Synod to for-
ward its overture to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod to draw up a
creedal statement concerning Christian Missions.

B. Recommendation:

Your advisory commitiee does not recommend acting favorably on
this overture.

Ground:
The work of Missions is included in the connotation of the ﬁrst mark
.of the church, namely “the faithful preaching of. the Word.” Adoptsd.

X. Sourx AMERICA AND CEYLON.

A. Materials: Agenda Reports No. 25, 25-A; and Overture No.
29. (See Supplements 25 25-A).

From the South America and Ceylon Committee’s report we glean
the following: The Reverend fohn Schuring practically completed the
time of his term to Ceylon, and after much brilliant and important and
militantly Reformed service, accepted a call to the Third Church of
Kalamazoo. A replacement is needed for him and a second man as au-
thorized by Synod of 1951. Plans are in an advanced state for the
sending of the Reverend Clarence Van Ens and Candidate John Van
Ens. Through the efforts of the Reverend Schuring, a convert of
Buddhism, Mr. Ananda Perara is now in Grand Rapids to take up his
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studies at Calvin College with a view to preparing himself for the
Gospel ministry.

Efforts to secure the services of one of our candtdates to serve in
the needy Argentinian home mission fields of Classis Beunos Aires,
and, more particularly for the seventeen familiés of the large city of
Mar Del Plata, failed thus far. The Committee will continue to try to
secure a man. A new recruit has come from the Netherlands to work
in Brazil with the Reverend Muller. Southern Argentina received a
minister from the South African Reformed Church, Reverend J. M.
Opperman., This is the response of the South African church to an
appeal sent by our church to them some years ago. Rev. A. C. Sonne-
velt, a 'veteran of some seventy years, continues to serve alongside of
our own Rev. Jerry Pott.

B. Recommendations:

1. Your advisory committee suggests that the South America and
 Ceylon committee be continued, and that the retirement of Dr. M.
Wyngaarden be deferred until next year when the Mission realignment
committee is expected to report. Adopted.

2. Although your committee doubts the wisdom.of the method of
financing proposed by the South America. Committee i.e. that Synod
instruct one committee to borrow from another committee, we do feel
that Synod should take note of the fact that the South America and
Ceylon Fund is without funds, and that the work to which Synod of
1951 committed the Church, must go on. Received as Information.

3. Relative to Overture of Classis Hudson, for the possible support
of Brian Ernst, your committee is not ready to recommend positive ac-
tion. (See Overture No. 29).

Grounds:

We have no sure knowledge that this young man desires the thor-
ough going Calvinistic training at our Seminary. (For Committee, See

Art. 190, VI). Adopted.

- XI. RevisioN oF ArticLE IV oF Mission ORDER. .
A. Material: Agenda Report 24-A, II D. Agenda Report No. 36.
B.. Recommendation:

1. We call the attention of Synod to the fact that there is a great
divergence of opinion on this question of the proposed revision of
Article IV of our Mission Order. The Mission Principles study com-
mittee proposes a very different revision from that of the Board and
the Mission staff in Japan protests against the révision proposed by the
Board.

2. We call Synod’s attention to the fact that the revision proposed
by the Study Committee is given in a document the con51derat10n of
which has been postponed till the next Synod.
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In consideration of the foregoing, we advise Synod to postpone ac-
tion on the proposals to amend Article IV till next Synod. Adopted.

XII. INDONESIA, i

The Synods of 1950 and 1951 have made decisions with respect to the
field in Indonesia which gave the Board two possibilities of working:
“to call two men for two or three year periods of service, or send one
man on an extensive investigation.” After extending several calls for
Indonesian work without acceptance from those called, the Board de-
cided to send an investigator first. Reverend A. H. Smit was chosen,
but the Committee for Home Missions refused to release him for a
year and a half to do'this work. The Board is presently negotiating to
have the Reverend Van Ens do this investigating on his way to Ceylon.
Your committee advises Synod to take note of these efforts and actions.
Received as Information.

ARTICLE 144

The Advisory Committee, Educational Matters, Rev. J. Vander Ploeg
reporting, presents the following:

I. Laror Poricy.
‘A. Materidl: Overtures 5, 6,7, 16 and 17.

B. Content of Owertures and Recommendations of 7 Majority
Members on Adv. Committee.

1. Owverture 16.

a. Content: , § )

“Classis Pacific overtures Synod to make a thorough investigation oi
all the facts in regard to the awarding of the contract for the Calvin
Commons Building to an A.F.L. closed shop contractor.

- Grounds:
(1) Classis is concerned about the emphasis of material gain at the.
- apparent expense of Christian principle.

(2) This (the awarding of the contract) has defeated the principle
underlying the Christian Labor Movement and its program of action.”

-B. Recommendation: :

-That Classis Pacific be mformed that the mvestlgatmn requested re-
veals the following:

(1) That in requests for bids the following clause was incorporated:
- “This bid is requested with the understanding that, if circumstances per-
mit or demand, other organized or unorganized labor can be employed
than that labor organization with which the contractor stands related.”

, (2) That the above-mentioned labor clause was approved by the
" Synod of 1951 (See Acts, 1951 p. 50) before the Board proceeded in
this matter.
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(3) That the Executive Committee of the Board not only incor-
porated this clause in bidding requirements given to prospective bidders,
but also later discussed in detail with the successful bidder ways and
means to safeguard the rights of those whose conscientious convictions
prevent them from affiliating with so-called neutral labor unions. The
efforts of the Board in doing this proved to be futile. Adopted.

2. OQuerture 6.

a. Content:

“Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod to rescind the action of
Synod of 1951 in adopting the labor clause which is to be incorporated
in the requests for bids which reads, (This bid is requested with the
understanding that, if circumstances permit or demand other or-
ganized or unorganized labor can be employed than that labor or-
gamza‘aon with which the contractor stands related). Four grounds
‘are given.

B. Recommendotion:

That Synod rescind the labor clause approved by Synod of 1951.

This clause is so ambiguous that no one can possibly determine what
the circumstances may be, spoken of in the clause. Adopted. ‘

3. Owertures 5, 7, 17.

a. Content.

(1) Overture 5 from Grand Rapids South contains the following:
“Classis Grand Rapids South regrets that the Board of Trustees of
Calvin College and Seminary has 'seen fit to let the contract for the
Commons Building to a contractor who has a closed shop agreement
with the American Federation of Labor.” (Five grounds are given).
“We hereby ask the Synod of 1952 to guarantee that in the future all
,contracts for Calvm College and Seminary be let on the open shop
basis.”

- (2) Opverture 7 reads: “Classis Grand Rapids East overtures
Synod to amplify No. 4 of the decisions of the Synod of 1950 (Acts
1950, p. 27 f., Art. 85, II, B) relative to safeguarding the rights of
those Christians having scruples against affiliating with a so-called
neutral labor organization by declaring that ‘exerting to the utmost’ may
mean that a job be let upon another policy than that of competitive bid-
ding, as for instance, under a cost-of-material-and-labor-plus-a~fixed- .
fee-policy.” Three grounds are given.

(3) Overture 17 reads: “Classis Minnesota overtures Synod:
When denominational building projects are undertaken, membership in
any partlcular labor orgamzatlon shall not be a condition of employ-
ment.”. Three grounds are given.
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B. Recommendations:

(1) That a Committee be appomted to -give careful study to, and
to make recommendations concernmg the labor policy problem which
the church has encotintered in the awarding of contracts for denomina-
tional building projects. Committee to report if at all possible in 1953.
(For Committee See Art. 190, VI). Adopted. '

Grounds: .

(a) No less than five overtures concerning this problem have been
addressed to this Synod alone.

(b) Decisions of former Synods anent this problem have not proved
to be an adequate solution.

~ (¢) Conflicting opinions among us on this matter point up the
need for careful study of the problem such as this committee would be
able to pursue.

(d) Everything possible should be .done to resolve the difficulties
associated with this problem, and to safeguard our Christian unity which
is endangered by it.

(2) That Synod at this time remind the Board of Trustees and all

" other denominational boards of the decision of 1950 (see Acts of Synod,
1950 p. 28). “Synod decide that in awarding future eventual con-
tracts for the construction of buildings the Board of Trustees, and also
all other denominational boards, shall exert themselves to the utmost to
safeguard the rights of those whose conscientious convictions prevent
them from afﬁhatmg with the so-called neutral labor organizations.”

Adopted.

MINORITY VIEW ON LABOR'POLICY BY ONE MEMBER
OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

I. Lasor PoLicy oN DENOMINATIONAL BUILDINGS.
~ A. Materials: Same as those consideréd by majority.
' B. Recommendations: _

1. That Synod make no stipulations for inclusion in requests for
bids, or the acceptance of same, on the consiruction of denominational
buildings, relative to the matters of closed shop, open shop, union shop,
and similar provisions relating to labor organization membership.

C. Grounds: ’

1. Synod has expressed 1tse1f by refraining from granting requests
to so stipulate.

a. In 1950 Synod was presented with two overtures, similar to Over-
tures No. 5 and No. 17, asking that Synod adhere to “the principle of
the open-shop in the letting of contracts on -College and Seminary
buildings and on church controlled buﬂdmgs At that time it said (Acts
1950, p. 28):
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© “Synod decided that in awarding future contracts for the construction

of buildings the Board of Trustees and all other denominational boards,
shall exert themselves to the utmost to safeguard the rights of those
whose conscientious convictions prevent them from affiliating with the
so-called neutral labor organizations,”

The same Synod said also that “it expressed its confidence in the
Board of Trustees by declaring that no specific Synodical ruling was
violated by the action (letting the contract to a neutral labor organiza-
tion contractor) the Board has taken.”

2. Synod has entrusted the Board of Trustees with the.whole task
of a conscientious administration of the College and Seminary (which
includes the building program).

a. The Board stands as individuals required to exercise the prin-
ciples of stewardship and w1tness to the Chrlstlan commumty not only,
but to all men. :

b. It ought not to be hampered in any way to carry out the task
which involves dealings with economic organizations. The interplay of
rel1g10us economic, and legal principles demand this. '

3. Synod as representing the Church, ought not to Ieg1slate a spe-
cific rule touching on one point of our ever—varymg pattern of eco-
nomic life.

a. Principles of Scripture are not limited to a specific form of eco-
nomic life, but cover all manifestations of the same throughout history.

b. The competitive system, as it has evolved, has collective bar-
gaining, for both management and labor, as its logical end. Both-Chris-
tlan and so-called neutral labor organizations agree to this by striving
1o be the bargammg units, and thereby are known as economic organ-
Jizations.

c. The union shop seeks to achieve a 100% realization of the goal
and, once a bargaining unit has been sanctioned the employer desires
to deal,with all employees through the same.

d. The open-shop leaves the employer without the rlght to deal with
all his employees. He can deal only with the bargaining unit. The un-
affiliated employee (who is not in the bargaining-unit) has a job but
he is throttled by the bargaining unit (whether Christian or neutral)
from ever, effectually speaking about his working conditions. Even the
open-shop suppresses the unaffiliated employee from speaking his mind
as his conscious dictates. From this very important angle the open shop
is no better nor worse than the closed shop. If we are looking for full
freedom to work then all collective bargaining will have to be aban-
doned. The ideal is 100% in the bargammg—umt once you accept the
premise of collective bargaining.
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4. The Christian is in the world and he must show to the world how
his Christian principles can overcome the unright‘eousness of the world.
a. The Christian cement mason does not lay ‘sidewalks only for
Christians. We are not so limited in our dealings. Each individual is
faced with his peculiar problems of how to work the work of righteous-
ness in his own life. -
- This detailed statement is given in lieu of our necessary absence
from Synod.

Synod took due cognizance of the views expressed by the Minority
report of one member of its Advisory Commlttee Personnel of Study
Committee in Art. 190-V1. ,

ARTICLE 145

The afternoon session is adjourned until 7:00 this evening. Elder

C. Tigchelaar leads in prayer. '

FRIDAY EVENING JUNE 20
Eighteenth Session

: ARTICLE 146

Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 390. Rev. R. J. Bos leads in

‘prayer.
ARTICLE. 147 :

Roll Call. Rev. P. Jonker is present in the place of Rev J. T. Hol-
werda Rev. H. Spaan for Rev. P.. Y. De Jong. Elders D. Ver Hage,
J. Hubers, D. Zonneveld, and Rev. S. Van Dyken are absent with
notification. :

ARTICLE 148 :
The Advisory Committee, Home Missions, cf. Arts. 90, 112, 136
137, Rev. W. Van Peursem reporting, presents the following:

I. GeneraL CommItTEE For Home Missions.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 8,7 8-A) (See Supplements &,
8-A).
© B. Recommendations: o ‘
1. Synod express appreciation for the work of the committee.
Adopted.

2. Synod elect a member-at-large and his alternate from the follow-
ing nomination: H. Rottschafer, T. Warner, Wm. Boer, and F. Olde-
mulder. The term of B. H. Brouwer and his alternate F. Oldemulder,
expire at this time.

Synod elects I. Oldemulder, member-at-large, and H. Rottschafer,
alternate.
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‘3. Synod permit the Committee to sell for cash the parsonages now
occupied by its missionaries in Canada (when these are no longer
needed for our missionaries) either to the local church or on the open
market. If the local church exercise its right to first opportunity of pur-
chase, it shall pay no more than the original purchase price paid. plus
the cost of alterations or improvements made by the Committee.

Grounds:

a. Our missionaries in Canada are stationed in larger fields rather
than in specific churches and must therefore be transferred often.

b. The present setup (Cf. Acts 1950, p. 202) does not provide the
necessary funds for the purchase of new parsonages required by such
transfer.

¢. This is more just toward those churches who have no mission-
aries living in their midst and must obtain their parsonages by loans
from the Canadian Emergency Building Fund. Adopted.

4, Some fifty of our servicemen are stationed in' Alaska. Since
Alaska has frequently been brought to the attention of our church as a
potential mission field, the Executive Committee was authorized to
make a thorough preliminary investigation. If findings warrant, an
itinerary may subsequently be made. Received as Information.

5. Salaries and mileage for ministers in subsidized churches.

a. Synod decide that the minimum salary to be paid the ministers
by the respective churches for 1953 in the United States be set at
$3,000.00, and in Canada at $3,300.00. That mileage on the field be
granted subsidized churches for payment to their pastors over and
above the first 5,000 miles on the field. The rates at which this mile-
age is to be paid: For the United States 5¢ per mile; for Eastern Can-
ada 6¢ per mile; for Western Canada 7c per mile. Adopted.

b. Synod decide that a children’s allowance in the United States
of $125.00 per child, in excess of the minimum salary be granted for
1953; a similar amount to be paid in Canada, inclusive of the govern-
ment child allowance if and when paid. Adopted.

c. Synod decide that the minimum per-family contribution toward
the pastor’s salary of families belonging to subsidized churches for
1953 be set at $55.00 in the United States; and at $30.00 in Canada.

Adopted.

6. Synod authorize the opening of a mission field in Florida.

Grounds:
a. an increasing number of our people are taking up residence
there.
b. a growmg opportunity for evangehsm presents itself.
¢. an increasing number of immigrants are making it their home
Adopted.
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7. Synod approve the calling of a missionary to the Champaign-
Urbana field. The Bethany Church in South Holland to be the calling
and supporting church. Adopted.

8. ltinerant Missionary.

a. Synod authorize the calling of an itinerant missionary for fields
that are brought to the attention of the committee through radio
evangelism, and

b. That Synod authorize the procurement of supportmg churches .
for this and other phases of evangelism and church extension.

: Adopted.

9. Salaries.

Whereas presently a great difference exists between the salaries
paid our Home Missionaries and Denominational Missionaries work-
ing in other fields, we recommend that Synod authorize the Home
Missions committee to equalize the salaries. (Personnel of Home
Missions Committee in Art. 190, IV.) Adopted.

II. CALvINIST RESETTLEMENT SERVICE.

- A, Material: Agenda Report No. 18-4 (See Supplement 18- A)

B.  Recommendations:

1. Synod express appreciation for the work of the committee.

Adopted.

2. Synod authorize its Calvinist Resettlement Service "Committee
to seek accrediting with the Special Migration Committee in Washing-
ton, D. C. as a Voluntary Agency of the Christian Reformed Church
to sponsor Holland immigrants of our common Calvinistic faith under
provision of the Special Migration Act of 1952. Adopted.

3. Synod authorize the activating of this program thru our Con-
sistories and Diaconates with a view to preventing dispersion and of
integrating and assimilating our fellow believers into our churches and
communities and of assisting them in the difficult period of resettle-
ment in a strange land. Adopted.

4. Synod continue the Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee
with the new mandate as given above. Adopted.

5. Synod replace the Chairman of the Committee, Dr. P. Y. De
Jong, presently departing as Missionary for India, D. V., with another
minister. Adopted.
~ 6. Synod appoint two additional Deacons on the Committee, (pre-
ferably able to speak the Holland language), in view of the nature of
this work. Adopted.

- This would constitute the Committee with a membership of eight:

two Ministers, two Elders, and four Deacons. Synod refer personnel
of this committee to Committee on Appomtments (See Art. 190-V1.)

Adopied.
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ARTICLE 149

The Advisory Committee, Budget Matters, cf. Arts. 121, 124, 140,
Elder L. Van Noord reporting, presents the following:

- I. DenominarioNar Bupcer 1953.

A. Material: Overture No. 1.

B. Recommendation:

Synod advise Classis Chicago North that:

1. In the light of the present denOmmatlonal commitments the 1953
budget must be increased —

a. present cost of living requires 1ncreased salaries.

b. increase in the cost of supplies and services.

2. Synod is of the opinion the denomination at large does not
desire to curtail thé present denominational program.
* 3. Synod believes the church-will not refuse to grasp the oppor-
tunities for increased kingdom activities as the Lord opens doors.

Adopted.

II. Bupcer MATTERS AND SPECIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

A. Material: Overture 3.

B. Recommendation:

Synod is pleased to inform Classis Grand Rapids West that at the
1952 Synod the Special Advisory Budget Committee presented the
total of all financial requests to the Synodical delegates on the first
day of Synod. (See Art. 190-V1.) Adopted. -

III. INSURANCE OF CHURCH PROPERTIES.
A. Material: Overture No. 4.
B. Recommendation:

1. Synod appoint a Study Committee to investigate the feasibility
of establishing a program of self-insurance for the various insurance
requirements of the churches.

2. The attention of this Study Committee shall be directed to the
recommendation of Classis Grand Rapids South in their overture.

Grounds:
a. Our churches are buyers of substantial insurance services.

b. The study will determine whether savings in insurance costs
might be possible. (Study Committee in Art. 190, VL) Adopted.

IV. SaLaRriEs OF JewISH MISSIONARIES.
+A.  Material: Overture No. 28.

B. Recommendation:
Synod grant the request.
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Grounds: .
1. Our Jewish Missionaries’ salaries are lower than those paid
to other missionaries.’

2. This increase to be absorbed by their budget. Adopted.

V. Jewisg MissIONARY TREASURER.

A. Material: Overture No 40, Agenda Report No. 30, (See Sup-
plement No. 30.)

'‘B. ' Request:’

Synod approve action of Jewish Mission board in grantmg $1.000
loan to Chicago. Jewish Board. (See Supplement No. 39.) Approved.

- C. Upon recommendation of Special Advisory Budget Committee
we recommend the office of General Treasurer of Jewish Missionaries
be discoatinued.

Grounds:

1. Church and Classical treasurers would be able to forward the

- quotas as Synod directs. :
2. This would give the ]ew1sh missions custody of the Reserve

Fund.

" D.. The dlstrlbutlon of the reserve fund to be according to present

ratio.

E. This action be an answer to the Overture of Classis Chicago
.North. Adopted. :

VI. Crurca Herrp Funp CoMMITTEE, INC.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 20, (See Supplement No 20.)
B. Recommendation:
1. Synod express its appreciation to the campaign committee of
- Church Help Fund for its efficient campaign for financial aid for the
Canadian Emergency Building Fund. The members of this committee
are: Mr. Wm. Boer, chairman, Mr. J. Jonker, Sec’y-treas., Rev. H.
Blystra, Rev. H. J. Kuiper, Rev. E. F. Van Halsema, and Mr B. J.
Staal. (See Art. 190, VI, for Church Help Committee). Adopied.

VII. REPORT OF THE SPECIAL ADvisorY BUDGET COMMITTEE.
A. Material: Communication.
B. Recommendation:

1. Synod express appreciation to Mr Henry Hoekstra, elder of the
Christian Reformed Church of Detroit, for his many labors in behalf
of our entire denomination. Adopted. :

2. Synod express appreciation to the Special Advisory Budget Com-
mittee for their invaluable assistance to the Budget Advisory Committee.

Ado pted
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3.. Synod appoint Special Advisory Budget Committee to present
a report on first day of 1953 Synod. (For Cominittee See Art. 190,
VI1.) Adopted.

VIII. Svnobrcal TREASURER'S RePORT. (See Supplements No.
39, 40.) ' :
A. Maoterial: '
The Financial report has been examined, and all the records checked
with the bank statements. The report furnishes a clear statement of the
condition of the funds administered by the Synodical Treasurer, which
are as follows: National Association of Evangelicals, Ecumenical
Synod, Synodical Expense Fund, and Denominational Building Fund.
The Treasurer calls Synod’s attention to the fact that the Synodical
Expense Fund has been more than exhausted, and that any quota estab-
lished by this. Synod will not begin to come in until after January 1,
1953. The balance in the Ecumenical Synod account may suggest a way
out. The fund of the National Association of Evangelicals is now closed
after disbursement of the remaining amount of money to the Associ-
. ation, '

B. Recommendations:

1. To meet the present obligations of the Synodical Expense Fund
it is recommended that the Synodical Treasurer be authorized to bor-
row temporarily from the Ecumenical Synod Fund, and that the amount
borrowed be replaced from the receipts of the 1953 quota. Adopted.

2. The quota for the Synodical Expense Fund shall be $1.00 per
family for 1953. (See Art. 190-VI.) (Budget Report Continued in
Art. 189.) Adopted. -

ARTICLE 150

Synod proceeds to the consideration re use of the name “Christian

Reformed” (cf. Overture No. 45.) Rejected.

ARTICLE 151
Synod goes into executive session.
The Advisory Committee, Church Order, (cf. Arts. 92, 104, 110, 137).
Rev. G. Rozenboom reporting presents the following:
A. Material: Appeal of New Era Consistory to place the name of
Rev. J. Botting on a trio.

. B. Recommendation: The Minority opinion of Advisory Committee.

We recommend that Synod reject the appeal of the New Era Con-
sistory and that the name of the Rev. John Botting be not permitted on
their trio. Synod Rejected this recommendation.

C. RerorTs oF SynoprcaL Examiners Re-New Era ReQUEST.

A. (Brief History) The Synodical Examiners, Peter’ Jonker of
Classis Grand Rapids West, C. Holtrop of Classis Grand Rapids
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South, and -J. H. Kromminga of Classis Muskegon, report that they
advised the Consistory of the New Era Christian Reformed Church
not to place on Trio the name of Rev. John Botting as had been re-
quested, on the ground that Synod’s requirement of “very special
needs” had not been proved. Some three months later the Consistory
appealed. This time the Rev. T. Yff served in the place of J. H.
Kromminga. The Synodical Examiners however maintained their pre-
vious position.

Your Committee read the Consistory appeal addressed to Synod,
plus several letters of recommendation in regard to the Rev. J. Botting.
A meeting was also held with representatives of the Consistory at their
request. The opinion of one of the Synodical Examiners was obtained.
We were not able to officially contact the other two.

Your Committee has interpreted recommittal (cf. Art. 104) in the
sense that Synod desired a recommendation either to sustain the
- appeal of the New Era Consistory and thus overrule the judgment of
the Synodical Examiners, or to reject the appeal and sustain the
Synodical Examiners.

Recommendation: (Majority opinion of Advisory Committee.)

We recommend that Synod sustain the appeal of the:New Era Con-
31story and grant permission to place the name of the Rev. John Bott-
ing on the trio.

Grounds:

1. There is a “very special need” in the New Era Congregation.
They have now been vacant two years; thé congregation is widely
scattered, intensifying the need of regular -pastoral care; there is also
a Christian school movement in a delicate stage of development. The
congregation has called some thirteen times without success, includ-
ing calls extended to two candidates.

2. We of the majority believe that the Rev. John Botting is quali-
fied to be placed on trio with a view to becoming a Christian Reformed
minister.

a. He has a Th. B. degree from Westminster Seminary.

b. We have testimony from the Oakdale Park Consistory and the
New Era Consistory that he preaches in an edifying manner.

c. ‘We also have testimony from one of our Canadian pastors that
his pastoral labors in the Presbyterian Church of Canada reflect gen-
uine loyalty to the Reformed faith and practice. Also, his ministry
appears successful, He is now serving his third congregation in the
Canadian Presbyterian church, his present congregatlon numbermg
165 families.

d. This Synod has declared as candidate two men who have no
background at all in the Christian Reformed Church, The Rev. Botting
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is a son of our church, having had all his training in our Christian
schools; in Calvin College, and one year in our seminary. Adopted.

ARTICLE 152
The President addresses the Synod in a serious vein concernlng its
remalmng task in the consideration of the Seminary Situation, impress-
ing the delegates with the need for prayerful consideration and thought-
ful preparation for their deliberations on this problem. Synod decides

that the distribution of the Advisory Report on the matter be restricted .

‘to delegates, reporters of Committees concerned, the Seminary Pro-
fessors, and the College President. The President leads in prayer for the
guidance of God in the remaining sessions.

ARTICLE 153
Synod adjourns until Monday, June 23, at 1:00 P.M.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 23
Nineteenth Session

' : ARTICLE 154
Rev. H. Bel calls the session to order. Synod sings PsaIter—Hymnal
No. 389, Rev. F. Van Houten reads from Isaiah 55, and leads in
prayer.
ARTICLE 155
Roll.Call. Elder C. Veldman is present for Elder D. Prins, Elder C. -
‘Nanninga for C. Faber, Elder J. Ribbens for Elder G. Verhage, Elder
S. Bangma has been called home on account of the serious illness of
his father. Rev. E. Van Halsema is present in the place of Rev. J.
Guichelaar. Those present as delegates for the first time express their
agreement with the Formulas of Unity. '

ARTICLE 156

The Stated Clerk presents a communication from Mr. M. Woudstra
informing Synod that he accepts Synod’s offer to serve as licentiate for
on year. (See Art. 50.)

Synod instructs Mr. Woudstra that if he is engaged by the Home
Missions Committee, he shall be under its supervision, or otherwise
under the supervision of the Classis in which he resides.

Synod recommends to the Synod of 1953 that in case Mr. M. Woud-
stra satisfiés the Classis under whose jurisdiction he serves concerning
church order Article 31, that he be declared a Candidate for the Gospel
ministry without further examination.

ARTICLE 157
The Minutes of Friday’s sessions are read and approved.
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ARTICLE 158
The Advisory Committee, Calvin College and Seminary, cf. Arts. 74,
75, Rev. Verbrugge reporting, presents its Report and Recommendations
on the Seminary situation, prefacing the reading of the Report by a
reading of Philippians 2; 1-8 and the following exhortatwn based upon
it:

Read "Phil. 2:1-8.

This is a solemn hour! This is a day of humiliation! All of us are con-
scious of the weight of the issue which shall now engage our earnest atten-
tion. None of us is happy that we must address ourselves to this task, to
the consideration of the issue of today. There is a heavy burden upon our
hearts. It is a painful task to sit in judgment over our brethren, the more
so when we consider that we are men of like passions.

Unless we are governed in the consideration of this matter by the power
of the Holy Spirit, and unless the language we speak and the decisions
which we take arise out of the fountain of redemption, we shall fail. Qur
problem will then only grow.

It is enough to make one weep. It is so exceedingly tragic, that just at a
time when our God is giving to us as a church workers in an overflowing
measure, just when the Lord is providing us with the largest enroliment
in the history of our Seminary, tensions and strifes of such proportions
should exist. Young men in large numbers are being sent out into the vine-
vard of the Lord who have been nurtured in an unholy atmosphere of
rivalry and contention. Just when their souls should glow with burning
zeal for the proclamation 6f the unsearchable riches of Christ, they are
being sent out with a feeling of ill-will in their souls toward their leaders.

My brethren, it is needful today in an especial manner, that we be con-
scious of the high demand of the Word of God, that we be imitators of the
Incarnation. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”
Behold the Sow of God laying aside all his glory, humbling himself into the
lowest depths! Complete self-effacement! Complete self-sacrifice! Complete
self-denial! The living embodiment of all that He taught and preached!

“Down from His glory, everliving story, my God and Saviour came.

“What condescension, bringing us redemption, that in the dead of night,

Not one faint hope in sight, God, gracious, tender, lajd aside His splendor,
Stooping to woo, to win, to save my soul.”

If we carry unholy fire in our censors, do we vainly think, that the same
God who sent swift judgment upon Nadab and Abihu will spare us as indi- _
viduals or as a church?

1 submit, my beloved brethren, that basic to our problem is a spiritual

issue. Does our confession stand apart from our life or does our confession
" become meaningful as it is embodied in our life?

If God might today by a mighty demonstration of the power of His Holy
Spirit enable these our brethren to genuiriely count other better than him-
self, thus imitating the Incarnation, and bringing to life that queen of
Christian virtues, humility, basic harmony would be restored.

If that were to eventuate, do you think there would be a tearless eye
among us? Would we not much rather fall upon our knees, and with peni-
" tent hearts ask God for gracious pardon, and send a prayer of heartfelt
praise to God that through the Incarnation He had purged us of our pride?

J. C. Verbrugge
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Materials: ;
List of Documents: In ﬁle of stated clerk unless 1nd1ca.ted other-

Agenda Report No. 29, pp. 253, 2564 (See Supplement No. 29.)
Agenda Report No. 29A, pp. 1-5, 7-9, Addenda (See Supplement No.
29-A.) , ,
Overtures Nos. 10, 30, 35, 39, 44. (See Under Overtures in Index
Section.)

Report of the Investigation Committee.

Report on the Seminary Situation to the Board by Prof. G. Stob.
Report on Seminary Situation to the Board by Prof. H. Boer.

Reply to Prof. Stob and Prof. Boer by Profs. Hendriksen, Rutgers
and Wyngaarden to the Investigation Committee and the Board.
Report about Hendriksen-Stob matter to the Board by Prof. G. S’cob
with letter to Synod by Prof. Stob.

Report of Committee by three Board members re Opperwall case.
Report to the Investigation Committee re Student Opperwall by Prof.
Boer; also quotations from Prof. Ridderbos.

Petition to Synod re Prof. Hendriksen and Rutgers by Rev. N. J.
Monsma.

Petition to Synod re Prof. Hendriksen by Rev. M. Monsma.

Petition e Prof. Hendriksen by Rev. E. B, Pekelder.

Letter of Rev, J. Geels to Stated Clerk re Dr. Hendriksen,

Petition to Synod by Profs. Volbeda, Hendriksen, Wy'ngaarden and
Rutgers.

Minutes of Faculty meetings re Opperwall

Letter by Student Walhout to Synod.

Report of Investigation Committee to the Board re Opperwall, Baker,
and Walhout. ‘

Overture from Consistory of the Franklin St. Church.

Overture from Classis Kalamazoo.

Petition to Synod by Prof. Wyngaarden.

Petition to Synod signed by 167 members of the Christian Reformed
Church.

Petition to Synod signed by 87 member of a Christian Reformed
Church in Grand Rapids.

Petition to Synod signed by 131 members of two Grand Rapids
churches.

Student testimonial re Prof. Hendriksen (Class of 1954.)
Testimonial concerning Profs. Stob and Boer (22 members of class
of 1952.)

Recommendations:
We recommend to Synod that the following documents listed

above be declared out of order,

a.

Nos. 22, 23, 24 because they did not come before Synod in the

proper ecclesiastical manner. Adopted.
(Rev. H. J. Triezenberg and Elder H. Wierenga register their nega-
tive votes on Number 22 above.)

b.

No. 25 because it should have been addressed to the Board of

Trustees. Adopted.
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¢. No. 26 because it too should have been addressed to the Board of
Trustees. Adopted. ‘ ‘

2. We further recommend that Synod express it greatly dcplore-s
the fact that such practices of circulating petitions are followed in our
churches and by our membership; and that Synod strongly disapproves
of such practices. This is not the proper manner of bringing grievances
" or solving problems. Adopted.

II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM.

It is perhaps difficult to determine the exact time when what is now
termed the Seminary Situation actually began. That it dates back a
number of years is evident. Tensions and difficulties of a serious nature
have existed for some time and it is quite probable that if remedial mea-
sures had been taken earlier the situation would not have assumed such
serious proportions as have now become manifest. If the Board had
taken more incisive action when the problem first came to their atten-
tion much of what is plaguing us today might well have been averted.
Whatever may have been the chain of developments that finally made
action on the part of the Board of Trustees necessary, it was at the
February 1951 meeting that the Board decided to appoint a committee
from among its members to investigate the problem. The result of that
investigation was the appointment by the Synod of 1951 of “A com-
mittee of seven to thoroughly investigate all matters in connection with
the Seminary Situation with particular reference to reappointments.”
This committee was instructed to. “report to and advise Synod of 1952
. with the understanding that it shall present its findings and recommen-
dations to the Board of Trustees before its annual meeting in February
(Acts 1951, art. 78, 2a)”. The report of that committee, the report of
the Board of Trustees, and various related documents are before Synod.
In the main the approach of our report is governed by the report of
the Tavestigation Committee.

We observe that in our judgment the issue is first of all one of intra-

" faculty relations. The documents give evidence of a violent clash between

men — leaders in our church —of such a nature that we should be
deeply grieved and which should move us to searching humiliation be-

fore our God.

We assure Synod that we have earnestly sought to keep before our
minds the welfare of the Church as we wrestled with this problem under

mandate to serve Synod with advice. We beg of Synod to consider that
" the drastic disciplinary measures that we are recommending must be
seen in that perspective. The welfare of the church must lay upon our
hearts and find answer in the decisions which shall be made. With
malice toward none, we must carefully consider that the cause of the
church is greater than any single man or group of men. If then in our
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highest institution of learning where young men are trained for the
gospel ministry, those who occupy the responsible position of such high
office are unable to work in harmony with one another, it is incumbent
upon us after much patience, to perform deep and painful surgery that
the infection may be removed. The confidence of our people in our
Seminary must be restored.

III. MATTERS OF PROCEDURE.

A. We recommend the approval of the work of the Investigation
Committee. Adopted.

B. We recommend that all the professors concerned be given an op-
portunity to make their defense before Synod.

Ground:

We did not ask them to appear bef01e our Committee inasmuch as
we were not another investigation committee. It was our judgment that
they should have the right to be heard by the entire body of Synod.

Adopted.

C Synod decides that all professors shall be permitted to remain
during consideration of all matters in order that they may (1) state
their case, (2) raise questions as to fact, (3) criticize reports and rec-
ommendations, and. (4) answer all questions put to them; but final
discussion and decision shall take place in their absence.

D. We recommend that the members of our Advisory Committee be
permitted to speak more than the usual two times on any motion should
they so desire. Adopted.

E. We recommend that the President of the Board of Trustees as -
well as the Secretary be granted the privilege of the floor; also that the
designated members of the majority and minority of the Investigation
Committee be given this privilege. Adopted.

F. Synod decides that no decisions shall be made untll all the rec-
ommendations shall have been considered, at which time a.ballot shall
be cast with respect to each. '

IV. ConcernING THE TH: D. DEGREE.

Although the matter of the Th. D. degree is not at present a real issue,
it has played a part in the Seminary Situation as the Investigation Com-
mittee observes. We therefore advise Synod to adopt the recommenda-
tion of that Committee to the effect, “that the matter of taking definite
- steps toward the-awarding of the Th. D. degree be held in abeyance for
the present, owing to the deficiency in Faculty personnel.” (Investiga-
tion Committee Report, p. 1.) Adopted. '

V. RecoMMENDATIONS CONCERNING FACULTY MEMBERS.

Synod proceeds to consideration and discussion of the recommenda-
tions of the Advisory Committee concerning Seminary Faculty mem-
bers:



ArticLes 159, 160, 161, 162 . 99

A. Dr. William Rutgers: The Advisory Committee recommends
that in view of the strategic importance of the Chair of Dogmatics in the
training of ministers, and in giving strong leadership amid the theolog-
ical currents which our students encounter, Dr. Rutgers be not reap- .
pointed.

‘B. We advise Synod to adopt the recommendation of the minority
of the Investigation Committee Report which is supported by the Board
of Trustees, that Dr. W, Hendriksen should not be reappointed (Investi-
gation Committee Report, p. 7; Agenda Report, No. 29-A,) (See Sup-
plement 29-A). Advisory Committee Member Rev. H. Vander Kam,
dissents.

C. Your Committee, having considered the evidence in the docu-
ments advises that the recommendation of the majority of the Investi-
gation Committee be adopted : “That Prof. George Stod’s tenure of office
be terminated.” (Investigation Committee Report, p. 24.) Advisory
Committee Member, Rev. N. Beversluis, dissents.

'D. We advise Synod to adopt the recommendation of the majority
of the Investigation Committee: “That Professor Harry Boer's tenure
of office be terminated.” (Investigation Committee Report, p. 30.) Ad-
visory Committee Member, Rev. N. Beversluis dissents.

E. Your Committee advises the dismissal of Prof. M. Wyngaarden.
. Advisory Committee Members, Revs. H. Vander Kam and N. Bever-
sluis dissent. (Continued in Art. 161.) “

ARTICLE 159

The afternoon session adjourns until 7:30 this evening. Elder A.
Slings leads in prayer.

7

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 23
- Twentieth Session

ARTICLE 160

Synod smgs Psalter Hymnatl No. 287. Rev. P. Van Tuinen leads in
_ prayer. Rev. J. Guichelaar returns, replacing Rev. E. Van Halsema.

ARTICLE 161

'Synod resumes discussion of the Report of the Advisory Committee,
Calvin College and’ Seminary, Rev. J. C. Verbrugge reporting (see Art.
165.)

- ARTICLE 162
The evening session adjourns. Elder H. Holstege leads in prayer.
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TUESDAY MORNING JUNE 24
Twenty-first Session

ARTICLE 163
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 153:1, 4, 5. Rev. J. Holwerda leads
in prayer.
ARTICLE 164
Roll Call. Elder C. Faber returns, replacing Elder C. Nanninga.
Minutes of yesterday’s sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 165
Synod resumes discussion of the Report of the Advisory Committee,
Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. J. Verbrugge reporting. (Contmued
in Art. 168.)
ARTICLE 166 :
The morning session adjourns. Elder J. Hamstra leads in prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 24
Twenty-second Session

ARTICLE 167
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 381. Rev. W. Van Peursem reads
John 15, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 168

Synod resumes discussion of the Report of the Advisory Committee,
Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. J. Verblugge reporting (see Art.
172.) The first stage of the discussion is concluded, and the Seminary
Professors are dismissed. (Continued in Art. 172.)

ARTICLE 169

The afternoon session adjourns until 7:00 this evening. Elder C.
Lont leads in prayer.

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 24
Twenty-third Session

ARTICLE 170 ‘
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 380. Rev. W. Heynen leads in
prayer.
ARTICLE 171
Synod grants request of Elder H. Christians for permission to leave
this evening because of family illness, and the request of Rev. F. Van
Houten for permission to absent himself for a Consistory Meeting.
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ARTICLE 172
Synod resumes discussion of the Report of the Advisory Committee,
Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. J. Verbrugge reporting (See Article
178.)
ARTICLE 173
Synod grants delegates who find it impossible to remain longer the
privilege of balloting, their ballots to be sealed in an envelope and held
until all ballots are counted.
’ ARTICLE 174
The evening session adjourns. Elder J. Vander Pol leads in prayer.

" WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 25
Twenty-fourth Session

A ‘ ARTICLE 175
Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 30. Rev. P. A. Spoelstra reads
Psalm 25 and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 176
Roll Call. Elder F. Wieringa is present to replace Elder Dr. R. S.
Wieringa. He expresses agreement with the Formulas of Unity.
Elder G. Weenink requests -permission to leave. Granted.

ARTICLE 177
The Minutes of yesterday’s session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 178
Synod resumes discussion of the Report of the Advisory Committee,
Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. J. Verbrugge reporting, (See Art.
181).
ARTICLE 179
The mornmg session adjourns until 1:30. Elder H. A. Wieringa
leads in prayer.

WEDNESDAY | AFTERNOON, JUNE 25
‘ Twenty-fifth Session

ARTICLE 180
Synod sings Psalter Hymmnal No. 232:1, 2, 7, and Rev. H. Vander
Kam leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 181
Synod resumes discussion of the Report of the Advisory Comrmttee,
Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. J. Verbrugge reporting.
Synod decides to proceed to cast its ballot with respect to the reap-
pointment of Professors Dr. W. Rutgers and Dr. W Hendriksen, and
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to the continuation in office of Professor G. Stob, H. Boer, and Dr. M.
J. Wyngaarden. .Before balloting the President of Synod leads in
prayer

' The results of the ballot: Professors Rutgers and Hendriksen do not
receive reappointment.

The tenure of office of Prof. Stob is terminated.

Theé tenure of office of Prof. Boer is terminated.

Professor M. Wyngaarden is_continued in office.

The President instructs Rev. Dr. E. Masselink and Rev. J. Holwerda
to inform the four professors Rutgers, Hendriksen, Stob, ‘and Boer of
Synod’s decision with respect to them. _

The President instructs the chairman and reporter of the Advisory
Committee, Calvin College and Seminary, to draft a letter of admonition

to Dr. Wyngaarden. (Cf. Art. 192). '
* . The President appoints Rev. G. Hoeksema, Dr. S. Van Harn and
Rev. W. Kok to draft an announcement for our Church Papers re-
garding the action of Synod regarding Professors Rutgers, Hendrik- |

sen, Stob, and Boer, and to draft a Press Release on. the same matter.
(Continued in Art. 183).

The strict executive session is terminated.

ARTICLE 182 .

Advisory Committee Publications, (Cf. Arts. 70, 120, 142) Rev. H.
Triezenberg reporting, resubmits: the following matter tabled earlier to
give Rev. Eldersveld opportunity to be present to give information con-
cerning a building in Chicago:

A. Maierial:

1. Agenda Report No. 27, point 4. (See Supplement No. 27- A)

2. A communication from the ‘Pubhcatmn Committee submitted by
the Rev. Boomsma, as follows: “The Publication Committee asks Synod

for permission to purchase a site on Kalamazoo A\re S.E. as a build-
ing site for our Publishing House.

Groundx. ,
. The Synod of 1951 instructed the Publication Committee to come

to the Synod.of 1952 with a definite plan of expansion. See Acts 1951,
p. 26, Art. 63, ' :

b. Our present site is too limited to allow adequate expansion.
'c. Our present site is valuable property that is worth about $100,000
and thus, if sold, will make it possible to build a completely new plant
for a comparatively small sum (say $35,000) beyond expansion costs
at our present site.
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d. To build on our present location will eliminate the parking lot, a
valuable feature to our establishment, and also depreciate our land
value. ’

B.  Recommendation:

That Synod authorize the. Pubhcahon Committee to purchase the
proposed building site on Kalamazoo Ave. at an approximate cost of

$11,000 and also to construct a new plant at this site at an approximate
cost of $250,000.

Grounds:

As given in the Board’s document above.

After hearing Rev. P. Eldersveld Synod decides to appoint a Com-
mittee to investigate the possibilities for using the Chicago building

" under discussion for our Publication Plant, and to defer action on the

matter until this Committee reports at the next Synod. (Report con-

tinued in Art. 194). (See Art. 190, VI for committee appointed).

ARTICLE 183

The Adv1sory Committee, Calvin College and Seminary (Cf. Arts. 74,
75,152, 158, 161, 165, 168, 172, 178, 181) Rev. J. Verbrugge reporting,
_ presents the following recommendations: In view of the fact that the
licensure of Messrs. Opperwall and Baker was suspended and that these
two brethren are applying for Candidature:

A. We recommend that Synod examine Mr. Opperwall before de-
ciding about the matter of his candidacy. :

Grounds:

1. In some of his statements he has given justiﬁable reason for criti-
cism concerning his doctrinal position.

2. The Church must be able to have full confidence in the young
men who are declared to be candidates in our Church. Adopted.

B.. We recommend that Synod examine Mr. Baker before deciding
about the matter of his candidacy.

Grounds:

1. The Investigation Committee found him “seriously lacking in a
clear understandmg of the Reformed faith and posmve convictions
with respect to it.”

2. The Church must be able to have full confidence in the young
men who are declared to be candidates in our Church. Adopted.

Synod proceeds to the examination. Rev. E. Qostendorp examines
the applicants, placing special émphasis on the points of uncertainty,
and questioning thoroughly with respect to the stand of the applicants
on the Fundamentals of the Reformed Faith. Supplementary questions -
are raised from the floor. The applicants are temporarily excused.
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A motion is made to declare Messrs. Opperwall and Baker candidates.
Rev. E. Masselink leads in prayer for God’s guidance, and Synod pro-
- ceeds to cast a ballot, with the result that both applicants are admitted.
The applicants return, and the President informs them of Synod’s de-
cision. Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 295:3, and Rev. H. Verduin
leads in a prayer of thanksgiving. Synod declares Messrs. Baker and
Opperwall eligible for call after July 10, 1952. (See Arts. 44, 52.)

C. Edwin Walhout.

The licensure of Mr. Walhout was suspended at the same time as that
of R. Baker. The reason was in part that there was in his case also
reason for concern as to his doctrinal soundness. Mr. Walhout has ac-
cepted a teaching position in one of our Christian high schools. In a
letter dated June 14, 1952, Mr. Walhout requests Synod “to clarify to
‘the denomination at large my thoroughly Reformed character.”

Recommendotion: )

We advise that Synod reply : Tnasmuch as Mr. Walhout has accepted
a teaching position and has thus withdrawn himself from the jurisdic-
tion of the Board of Trustees and ‘Synod, it is not incumbent upon
Synod to make that declaration. (Report continued in Art. 191).

Ado pted.
‘ ARTICLE 184

The Stated Clerk reads two communications :

A. A letter from the Galle Matara Local Consistory, of Ceylon Re-
ceived as information.

B. A letter from our sister Church in South Africa. Referred to
the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch-relations. .

ARTICLE 185
The afternoon session adjourns, until 7:30 this evening. Elder C.
J. Veldman leads in prayer.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 25
Twenty-sixth Session

ARTICLE 186
' Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 415:1 2. Rev. J. Zwaanstra leads
in prayer. Rev. H. Kuizema is present to replace Rev. H. Verduin,
and declares agreement with the Formulas of Unity. Elder Dr. R. S.
Wieringa returns in place of Elder F. Wieringa.

ARTICLE 187
Synod receives a letter from the Consistory of Godwin Heights,
G. R., containing the following request: That your honorable body
concur with our request and notify the Church Help Fund of your
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decision in this matter thereby giving them a free hand to act favorably
to our request without questioning whether they would be going beyond
their province in carrying out the wish and intent 6f Synod. (The re-
quest concerns special consideration for a loan in special circumstances).

Synod decides to recommend to the Church Help Fund Committee
that this request receive special consideration to the .extent to which
they see their way clear to do so. (Letter in file of stated clerk).

ARTICLE 188
The Advisory Committee, Varic Rev. E. Oostendorp reporting,

presents EXPANSION PROGRAM OF CALVIN COLLEGE AND
SEMINARY.

A. Material: Agenda Report 29-A (See Supplement 29-A, 29-C,
Overture No. 15).

Rev. M. Monsma, President of the Board of Trustees, and Dr. W.
Spoelhof, President of the College, are given the pr1V1lege of the floor
to explain the Program. -

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve a financial campaign for the purpose of raising
$2,000,000 to enable Calvin to prov1de the needed additional facilities
" on our campus
Ground:

The facts presented in the Agenda Report. (See Supplement 29-C).
- Adopted.
2. We recommend that this campaign be run over a period of five
years. Adopted.
" 3. The Board be authorized by Synod to conduct this campaign
along lines similar to those of the previous Science Building Campaign.
Adopted.

These decisions are considered an answer to the Overture from
Classis Pacific. (See Overture No. 15).

Synod instructs the Publication Committee and the Editors of our
Church Papers to devote an issue of the Church Papers to the promo-
tion of Calvin College and Seminary about a month prior to the begin-
ning of the Expansion Program Campaign.

ARTICLE 189

The Advisory Committee, Budget Matters, (Cf. Arts. 121, 124, 140
149). Rev. J. Guichelaar reporting, presents the followmg
I. AppPoINTMENT OF INTERIM BUDGET COMMITTEE.

A. Material: Overture No. 2.

B. Recommendation:

Synod request the Special Adv1sory Budget Committee to function
as interim budget committee as 1equested by this overture:
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1. to be governed by the same policy and consideration as the Synod-
ical Advisory Budget Committee; :

2. to screen and evaluate requests for emergency oﬁermgs as could
not be presented to the prev1ous Synod:

3. to inform the churches of the causes this committee judges worthy
of this $pecial consideration. (See Art. 190, VI). Adopted.

II. REMUNERATION OF SYNODICAL OFFICERS.

Synodical Treasurer ... . rrmeeeameneeaenne e 9000 pPET year
Stated Clerk ...oooocoiieeeeeirene s cemeneasseseasereas 8700 ¢« ”
First Clerk of Synod . rreeeennant ...$100 « ”
Second Clerk of Symod .. SO VUSOOOUR. B 1) B »
E. Y. Monsma for servmes dunng . :

SESSION  OF SYNOA oo oot eeeeeeee s ereeeeee e eeseeeseseeserenma $100 « »
Transportation SeCretary ...t $§ 25 « »

‘ ' Adopted.
' 'SaLES of ANNUITY BoNDs. '

A Material: Agenda Report No. 16. (See Supplement No. 16)
- B. Recommendaton:

Synod postpone actxon ‘until 1953 on the rcommendation of this com-

“mittee.

Ground:

The principle of annuities should be more carefully discussed by the
church at large and by the Christian Reformed Board of Missions before
we can concur with the advice of the study committee on a matter of
such far reaching importance. Adopted.

IV. PayMENT oF Quoras For Carvin COLLEGE AND SEMINARY, 1951.
A. The following Classes paid their quotas in full:

Grand Rapids East Orange City
-Grand Rapids South Ostfriesland
Grand Rapids West Sioux Center
Holland Wisconsin
Kalamazoo
.B. The followmg Classes did not pay their quotas in full:
Classis . Churches  Paid in Full - In Arrears
California 20 18 - 2
Chicago North 16 15 i
" Chicago South : 15 - 12 3
Hackensack 11 10 1
Hudson 15 13 2
Minnesota / 27 23 4
Muskegon : 27 - 26 1
Ontario ' 28 2 : 26
Pacific - 11 18 Canada 9) 17
U. S. 8). .
Pella . ) 18 17 1
1

Zeeland 16 15
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'C. The following Classes did not submit a report to the Stated
Clerk of Synod :

Chicago North Muskegon
Chicage South ' Ontario
Hackensack Ostfriesland .
Hudson - . Pella o
Minnesota . Sioux Center

Received as information.

V. TREASURER’S BONDS.

The Budget Committee advises Synod to restate the posmon of the
Church regarding fidelity bonds for its various financial officets and
others in a fiduciary capacity. If such bonds are desired we'trecom-
mend the appointment of a qualified attorney for the following purposes:

1. To ascertain whether all necessary bonds are in force and in
harmony with synodical decisions and to immediately correct any errors
or. ornissions that may exist.

2. To determine whether one blanket, comprehensive bond for all
denominational officers in a fiduciary capacity is practicable and desirable
and to report its findings on point two to the 1953 Synod.

3. Refer this matter to the Special Advisory Budget Comm1ttee for
report. Adopted.

VI. Sy~NobicaL TREASURER’S REPORT.

Report was examined and found to be in good order., Received as
mformatwn

VII CHRISTIAN REFORMED BoARD oF M1SSIONS. -

A. Material: Agenda No. 24 and 24 A. (See Supplements 24, and
24-A).

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod approve items of expenditures of Mission Board as fol-
lows: ‘

a. Excess Special Gift, $60,402.58.

b. Budget requests for 1952—special need $51,936.

c. -Special gift funds—§17,734.

d. Special gift funds Budget, 1953, $26,960. Adopted
2. Relief Fund.

a. Transfer $5,000 from general fund in order to establish the re-
lief fund for unordained workers. Adopted.

b. Placing the relief fund for unordained employees on the list of
causes approved for one or more offerings. Approval recommended.
Adopted.
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IX. Soutu AMERIcA AND CEVLON.

A. Material: Agenda No. 25. (See Supplement No. 25)
B. Recommendation:

1. Synod authorize its committee .
a. to continue the-subsidy of the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt.

b. to provide for the Rev. and Mrs. Sonneveldt, if necessary in their
old age. Adopted.

2. Synod authorize its committee to pay for the return trip of Chris-
tian Reformed workers from Ceylon and South America whenever
conditions .of health may so indicate, in the estimation of the committee,
and in consultation with the workers concerned. Adopied.

3. Permission be granted to the committee for a special offering for
the emergency budget. Adopted.

4. We call Synod’s attention to the fact that authorization was given
in 1951 to enlarge the missionary staff in this field without making

necessary financial arrangements. We feel that it is not a sound policy
" for one board of the church to loan money to another board. However,
in view of the situation that proper financial arrangements were not
made and an emergency exists we recommend that Synod instruct the
Christian Reformed Board of Missions to loan by May 1, 1953, ten
thousand dollars to the committee of Synod for South America and
Ceylon to meet the emergency expenses to be incurred in sending mis-
sionaries abroad as authorized by Synod. Adopted.

X Quoras.

The Advisory Budget Committee recommends quotas be adopted as
follows:

1. Foreign and Indian MissionS......ccoocooommrrccnnns $12.35
2. South America and Ceylon 1.50
8. Jewish Missions:
(07111577 - SN $ .75
Paterson ........... .40 1.15

4. Home Missions:
Church Extension ............
Canadian Emergency

-Needy Churchs . 12.30
5. Back to God Hour... 6.50
6. Calvin College and Seminary. 10.00
7 Church Help .o 3.00
8. Canadian Immigration 1.70
9. Ministers’ Pension . 4.00 .
10. Denominational Building 50
11. Synodical Expense 1.00

TOTAL PER FAMILY PER YEAR......... $54.00

Adoptea,’
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The Commitiee on Appointments, Rev. F." Van Houten reporting

presents the following:

1. " Synod approve the election of the -foll'owing members of the
Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary:

Classis . Member
Alberta .....cciiiiiincinnneens Rev. J, X. Van Baalen
California ............ ....Rev. P. A. Hoekstra
Chicago North ................... Rev. J. Putt
Chicago South ......cccveerenee Rev. G. Hoeksema
Grand Rapids BEast............ Rev. G. Gritter
Grand Rapids South........Rev. M, Monsma
Grand Rapids West............ Rev. J. T. Holwerda
Hackensack ... Rev. H. Bouma
Holland «.......cocoomcieenne. Rev. J. T. Hoogstra
Hudson ....... Rev. N. J. Monsma
Kalamazoo ... Rev. E. B. Pékelder
Minnesota ..... Rev. J. H. Rubingh
Muskegon ..... Rev, E. J. Tanis
Ontario ... Rev. R. J. Bos
Orange City ... Rev. J. Griffioen
Ostfriesland .Rev. H, Zwaanstra
Pacific cococeencieeeeo . Rev. C. M. Schoolland
Pella o Rev. J. Geels
Sioux Center ........cccocmee. Rev. J. Vande Lune
Wisconsin ........ ..Rev. G. Rozenboom
Zeeland

atemnann et Rev. J. H. Bruinooge

Eastern District .............
Central Distriet

Mr. J. Hamersma

Mr. H. Holtvluwer
Mzr. J. De Nooyer

“Rev.

Alternate

Rev. J. Hanenburg
Rev, J. Daane

Rev. H. J. Triezenberg
Rev. D. Hoitenga

Rev. R. J. Frens

-Rev, J. A. Mulder

Rev.- E. Masselink
Rev. A. Hoekema
Rev. O. Breen

N. L. Veltman
Rev. J. Vander Ploeg
Rev.'J. Kromminga .
Rev, G. André

K. Tebben
Rev. C. Vander Ark
Rev. M. Ouwinga
Rev. B, J. Haan
Rev. B. T. Haan
Rev. H. Verduin

Rev.

Mr. S. Steen

Dr. D. De Vries
Dr. J. Van Bruggen
Mr. B. Staal

Mr. G. Andreas

Adopred.

Alternate

- Midwest District .............. Mr. J. Vander Ark
' Far West District............. My, H. Elenbaas
II. Synod approve the election of the following members of the
Christian Reformed Board of Missions:
Classis Member -
AIDETta oo Rev. J. C.-Verbrugge

Rev. G. B. Boerefyn
Rev. R. O. De Groot
.................... Rev. A. Jabaay

Chicago North
Chicago South

Grand Rapids East... ... Rev. F. Handlogten
Grand Rapids South.......... Dr. H. J. Kreulen
Grand Rapids West............ Rev. W. P. Brink
Hackensack . H. Bossenbroek
Holland ....... . J. J. Beebe
Hudson ...

. J. P. Smith

Rev. E. H. Oostendorp
Rev. M. Vander Zwaag
Rev. E. Kooistra

Rev. H. Bajema

Rev. H. B. Spaan

Dr. G. Goris

Rev. R. De Ridder
Rev. J. J. Holwerda
Rev. C. Kromminga
Rev. A. E. Rozendal .
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Kalamazoo -c...cccoeevereernes Rev. 8. A. Dykstra Rev,

Wisconsin ev. W. Alkema Rev.
Zeeland - H. Erfimeyer Rev.

J. O. Schuring
S. Viss .
J. C. Scholten
J. Rook

Minnesota, . J. Roorda Rev.

Muskegon . G. Vander Kooi Rev.
Ontario .......... . A. H, Smit Rev.

Ostfriesland ... . 8. P. Miersma Rev. G. Pars
Orange City . J. Cupido Rev.
Pacific ...ooeceereevieeean . P. De Koekkoek Rev.

Pella, ... . H. Evenhouse

Sioux Center . . J. Zwaanstra ~ Rev,

D. D. Bonnema
W. Hekman

B. Bruxvoort
B. N. Huizenga
R. Evenhuis

Members at large.... - Dr R S. Wierenga Dr. E. Y. Monsma
' : ’ Mr J T. Daverman Dr. R. De Mol '

IIT. Synod approve the election of the followmg Synodical Dele-

gates for Examination:

Classis Member ‘
CAlberta .., Rev. J. Hanenburg Rev.
California weeeeeeeneieicicene. Rev. E. Tanis -Rev.

Chicago North ...
Chieago South

....Rev. W, Kok

Grand Rapids East.......... --Rev. C. Boomsma Rev.
Grand Rapids South.......... Rev. J. H. Piersma = ‘Rev.
Grand Rapids West..... ....Rev. P. Jonker Rev.
Hackensack _............ ....Rev. H. Bouma Rev.

Holland ....ccccocoopnvinnnreccns Rev. 0. Breen
Hudson ...ceeee.e. e Rev, 0. Holtrop Rev.
Kalamazoo .. ....Rev, J. Ehlers Rev.

Minnesota ...
Muskegon ...

Orange City ...
Ostfriesland ...

Pacific ......... ...Rev. R. H. Haan

Pella oo ..Rev. J, Geels ‘ Rev.

Sioux Center . ...Rev. N. Beute

Wisconsin

IV. Synod approve the clection’ of the following members of the-

General Committee for Home Missions:

Classis Member
Alberta g Rev. J. De Jong Rev.
California ..-.......... —— Rev. L. Bouma Rev.

Chicago North . H. Baker
Chicago South B. Van Someren
Grand Rapids East............ Rev. H. Dykhouse
Grand Rapids South

‘

...Rev. P. G. Holwerda Rev.

..Rev. J. Vanden Hoek Rev.
....Rev. J. Kromminga Rev.
Ontario .......... ...Rev. J. Gritter . Rev.
-.-.Rev. J. Cupido Rev.
....Rev. A. A. Koning . Rev.

....Rev. N. Jansen Rev.
Zeeland .....cccooorveeeeeeaennn. Rev. J. H. Bruinooge Rev.

~..Rev. J. H. Piersma Re;/.
Grand Rapids West...........Rev. E. Masselink Rev.

Adopted.

Alternate

G. Van Laar. .
P. A. Hoekstra

J. A. De Kruyter -

C. Huissen

L. Greenway

C. Vanden Heuvel
B. H. Spalink

N. L. Veltman
E. B. Pekelder
R. Veldman

L. Veltkamp
H. Moes

J. Masselink
S. Miersma

M. Ouwinga

J. H. De Haan
E. Van Halsema
Adopred.

Alternate

P. Van Dyke
H. De Mots

J. A. Mulder
B. Pekelder
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Mr. W. Hofstra
..Mr. T. Hoeksema
............ Mr. F. Oldemulders

111

Hackensack ...o.ooococcmucmee. Rev. W. Heynen Rev. C. Van Ens
Holland ......ccccoivneceenceianens Rev. G. Kok

Hudson ........... ..Rev. O. Holtrop Rev. H. Sonnema
Kalamazoo ... .Rev. J. O. Schuring Rev. G. H. Vande Riet
. Minnesota ....... .Rev. J. Vanden Hoek Rév. H. Vanderaa
Muskegon ... Rev..J. J. Kenbeek Rev. R. Wildschut
Ontario ......... Rev. A. Persenaire Rev. C. Spoelhof
Orange City ... ..Rev. G. Postma ‘

Ostfriesland ..Rev. H. Petersen Rev. J. Olthoff
Pacific ...cccceeeeeeveveceeeeeee..Rev. J. R. Van Dyke Rev. W. Verwolf
Pella e . H, Vander Kam -Rev, H. Vander Klay
.Sioux Center ... . W. Vande Kieft

Wisconsin .......... . W. Meyer Rev E. Ubels
Zeeland . . M. Bolt Rev. J. Guichelaar

Mr. B. Smith
Mr. R. Dykema

. Mr. H. Rottschafer

Adopted.

V. The Commiitee on Appointments make the following . recom-
mendations to Synod:

A. That all study committees be appomted by the committee on ap-
pointments for approval by Synod.

B. That all administrative standing committees be g:lected from
nominations presented to Synod.

C. That all secretaries of administrative standing committees present '
their nominations by June 1 to the Stated Clerk who will submit these
nominations to the committee on appointments.

D. That the committee on appointments prepare a ballot of nomina-
tions for Synod on which space is reserved for nominations from the
floor.

Grounds:

1. This will expedite matters in a clear and efficient manuer.
2. This will make for uniformity of action on all standing commit-
tees. ,

V1. The Committee on Appointments recommends that Synod ap-
prove the following appointments:

A, Sianding Committees:

1. Synodical Commitiee: Dr. Y. P. De Jong; Rev. N. J. Monsma; Rev.
E. F. J. Van Halsema; Stated Clerk (ex officio). Alternate, Dr H,

- Kuiper (term expires 1954).

2. Stated Clerk: Dr. R. J. Danhof (term expires 1954).
Rev. William P. Brink.

8. Synrodical Treasurer:
(term expires 1954).

Alternate :

Mr. Tony -Noordewier; alternate, Mr, L. Ippel
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Treasurer of Canadian Churches: Mr. J. Vander Vliet (term ex-
pires 1954). :

. Publication Committee: Rev. Wm. 'Vaﬁ Peursem, Mr. A. Hulst, and

George Hertel (terms expire in 1955); Dr. H. H. Meeter, Mr. G. 1.
Buist, and Mr. J. H. Fles (terms expire in 1954); Prof. L. Berkhof,
Rev. C. Boomsma, and Mr, Fred Van Kleef (terms expire in 1953).
Commiltee on South America and Ceylon: Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden,
Rev. P. Jonker, Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel, Dr. E. Strikwerda, Rev. T.
Y, Mr. J. De Haan.

Committee for Church Help: Rev. J. Cupido, Mr, C R. Mulder, Mr.
S. Elgersma, Rev. N, Beute; Rev. D. D.. Bonnema. Alternate, Rev A,
Baker. Mr, Mulder ‘to serve one more year with the understanding
that the Committee for Church Help will suggest his successor at next
Synod.

Representative American Bible Society: Rev. H. Bouma. Alternate,

" Rev. J. P. Smith.

10.
1.

12,

13.
.14,
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

Representative British and Foreign Bible Society: Rev. C. Witt. Al-
ternate, Rev. Joseph Vande Kieft.

Representative General Commission Army and Navy Chaplains: Rev.
J. M. Vande Kieft. Alternate, Rev. Harold Dekker.

Chaplain Committee: Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, Rev. H. Dekker, Rev.
E. Boeve, Rev. H. R. Van Til, Rev. F. W. Van Houten.

Committee on Ecumenicity and Correspondence with other Churches:
Dr. W. Rutgers, Dr J. T. Hoogstra, Rev. M. Monsma, Stated Clerk
(ex officio).

Historical Commzttee: Dr. J. Kromminga, Prof. H. J. Van Andel,
Rev. G. Stob, Dr. E. Y. Monsma.

Committee Mission S. S. Lesson Planning: Rev. H. Verduin, Rev. J. H.
Piersma, Rev. W. Van Rees, Mr. A. Vander Veer, Miss Katie Gunnink.
Committee S. S. Lesson Planning: Rev. D. H. Walters, Rev. J. H.
Bratt, Dr. John Van Bruggen, Miss Dena Korfker, Mr. C. Faber, Mr.
A. J. Hoogewind. ,

Traqzspwtat’ion Seeretary: Mr. H. Andriese.

Committee for Making Arrangements and Mimeographing Reports
for next Synod: Dr. E.Y. Monsma. Alternate, Mr. L. Ippel.
Committee for Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration: Mr. N.
Hendrikse, Rev. F. Handlogten, Rev. J. Beebe, Mr. Wm. Boer. Alter-
nates: Mr. G, Doornbos, Mr. G. B. Tinholt, Rev. W. Van Peursem,
Mr. B. De Jager, Rev. T. Y1, )
Representative Lord’s Day Alliance: Dr. O. Holtrop. Alternate,
Rev. D, L. Van Halsema.

Representative National Christian Association: Rev. John A. De

- Kruyter. Alternate: Rev. A. De Kruyter.

21.

22.

Radio Committee “Back to God Hour”: Rev. W. Kok, Mr. J. Hamstra,
Rev. Jack Zandstra, Mr. J. Herman Fles (terms expire 1955); Mr. H.
Hoving, Dr. R. O. De Groot, Mr. C. J, Den Dulk, Rev. G. Postma (terms
expire 1954); Rev. D. H. Walters, Rev. E. B, Pekelder, Mr. 1., Beré,
Mr. J. Van’t Hof (terms expire 1953),

Calling Church for Next Synod: Neland Ave. Christian Reformed
Church, Grand Rapids, Mich.
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23, Committee for Publication of Reformed Tracts: Rev. D, H. Walters,
Mr. P. B. Peterson, Prof. L. Berkhof, Mr, G. Dykman, Mr. E. Postma,
Rev, L. Veltkamp, Rev. G. Vande Riet, Rev. W. Vander Hoven, -

24, United Youth Committee: Rev. L. Dykstra, Mrs. C. Bouma; two to
" ~be appointed by the AFRYWS and two to be appointed by the YCF.
25. Committee for Denominational Building: Mr. Herman Baker, Mr.

P. D. Bouma, Mr. James Ryskamp, Mr. Walter Hofstra, Dr. H.
Kreulen, Mr. P. Vander Meer, Mr. R. Van Dellen.

*26. Committee on Education:” Rev. N. J. Monsma, Rev. A. Hoekema, Rev.

- N. Beversluis, Mr. Sidney Van Til, Mr. Sidney Bangma, Mr. R. Pet-
tinga, Rev. W. Vander Haak, Rev, Harold Dekker.

27. Canadian Immigration Committeer Rev. P. Hoekstra, Mr. J. Vander
Vliet, Rev. A. Disselkoen, Mr. L. Vande Velde, Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft.
Two new members will be proposed by ‘the Ontano Imm1grat1on
Council.

28. Commitlee for Korean Refm-med Spiritual Relief: Dr. J. T. Hoog-
stra, Dr. J. Kromminga, Rev, O. Breen, Mr. A. Naber, Mr, E, Vermaat,

29. Contact Committee: Rev. E, F, J. Van Halsema and Stated Clerk.

80. Special Advisory and Assisting Budget Committee for Synod 1953:
Mr. H. Hoekstra, Mr. M. De Young, Mr. H. Holtvluwer, Mr, F. L,
Winter. . ‘

81. Committee to Prepare Form for Erasure of Members by Baptism: Dr.
J. T. Hoogstra, Dr. E. Y. Monsma, Rev, O. Breen.

32. Reformed -Missionary Counczl Secretary of Missions, Alternate,
Rev. H. Boer.

38. Pension Board of Calvin College and Seminary: Rev, J. Putt, My,
T. Noordewier.

34. Synodwal Representative on Bible Tract League (Fmth Prayer and
Traect League): Mr. J, Keuning.

- 35. Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee: Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft,
Rev. C. Huissen, one elder from Neland Ave., one elder from Dennis
Ave., one deacon from Oakdale Park, one deacon from West Leonard,

" one deacon from Grandville Ave., one deacon-from Alpine Ave. )

36. Liaison Man American Home Bible League: Mr. George Vande Werken,

87. Committee to Publish Sermons for Reading Services: TRev. P. De
Koekkoek, Rev. R. H. Haan, Rev. W. Verwolf,

Adopted.

Fraternal Delegates: ’

Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

Assembly of Reformed Presbyterian Church.

Free Magyar Reformed Church Synod.

Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (General Synod).
Recommend that the Synodical Committee appoint these fraternal.

delegates.

5. Reformed Church of ]apan Rev.’E. Van Baak; alternate, Rev.
H. Bruinooge. Adopted.

N
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11.
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18.
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C. Study Committees:

Mission Principles Study Committee: Rev. J. Gritter, Rev. H. Pe-
troelje, Rev. J. Van Bruggen, Rev. H. Boer, Rev. A. H. Smit, Rev, H,
Evenhouse, Mr. Hero Bratt. i
Committee on Particulor Synods: Rev. B. J. Haan, Rev. J. Griffioen,
Rev. P. Van Tuinen, Rev. S. Kramer, Rev. G. Vander Plaats.
Committee on I'mprovement and Revision of Psalter Hymnal and Sy-
nodically Approved Hymn Book: Dr. H. Bruinsma, Rev. D. Van Hal-.
sema, Mr. M. Baas, Mr. A. Hartog, Miss Johanna - Oranje, Mrs,
Trena Haan, Prof. H, Zylstra, Rev. D. H, Walters, Rev. W. Rutgers,
Prof. J. De Jonge, Prof. S. Swets.
Church Order Revision: Rev. M. Monsma, Rev. I. Van Dellen, Dr.
R. J. Danhof, Dr. J. Kromminga, Rev. R. J. Bos.
Ecwmenical Synod — Principles of Education Committee: Dr. J. Van
Bruggen, Rev. Otto De Groot, Mr. H. J. Kuiper.
Eecumenical Synod — Committee for Declaration on Co‘eatzon and Evo-
lution: Dr. J. De Vries, Dr. P. Berkhout, Rev. J. Griffioen.
Committee for Article 70 Church Order: Rev. B. Van Someren, Rev.
J. Vander Ploeg, Rev. A. Jabaay, Mr. J. Kuiper.
Committee for Realignment of Missions and Church Extersion: Rev.
J. M. Vande Kieft, Dr. E. Strikwerda, Rev. G. Stob, Rev. J. A, Mul-
der, Rev. W, P. Brink, Dr. R. O. De Groot, Rev. R. De Ridder.
Committee for Nyenbrink Case: Rev. G. S. Kok, Rev. J. T. Holwerda,
Rev. H. Bel. . T
Committee for Junior Colleges: Recommendation that a committee
from California be named as follows: Dr. H. Kuiper, Rev. M, Vander
Zwaag, Rev, H. Radius, Rev., H. De Motts, Dr. J. Hoekzema, Mr. L.
Van Noord. )
Committee to Revise Form for Lord's Supper: Rev. J. C. Verbrugge,
Rev. E. H. Oostendorp, Rev. J. K. Van Baalen, Rev. J. Hanenburg. ‘
Committee for Insurance on Church Properties: Rev. Gerben Zylstra,
Mr. A. J. De Boer, Mr. B. Vellinga, Mr. H. P. Ottenhof.
Committee for Belgic Confession: Rev. J, Weidenaar, Rev, L, Ver-
duin, Dr. Clarence Boersma.
Commitiee for Rules for Neighborhood Evangelism: Rev. W. P, Brink,
Rev. C. Kromminga, Mr. A. Vander Veer, Dr. R, Wierenga, Rev. C.
Vanden Heuvel,
Committee on Divorce and Remarriage: Rev. W, Kok, Dr. J. Krom-
minga, Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, Rev. B. J. Haan, Rev. H. Erfimeyer,
Rev. F. W. Van Houten. .
Committee for Labor Policy: Rev. P. G. Holwerda, Mr. C. Van Val-
kenburg, Mr. J. Gritter, Dr, H. J. Ryskamp, Rev. W. Van Rees.
Committee to Investigate Chicago Building: Rev. O, Breen, Rev.
J. Schuurman, Mr. R. Vander Laan, Mr. J. De Nooyer.
Committee to Answer Overture 28: Rev. J. Guichelaar, Rev. G. Hol-
werda, Mr. R. Pool. .
Adopied.
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Calvin Seminary Matters (cf. Arts. 158, 161, 165, 168, 172, 178,
181, 183). '

1. Synod receives a letter from Rev: G. Stob acknowledging notifi-
cation of Synod's action in terminating his tenure of office.

2. Synod receives a letter from Rev. H. Boer acknowledging notifi-
cation of Synod’s action in terminating his tenure of office.

3. Synod receives a letter from Rev. W. Rutgers acknowledging
notification of his non-reappointment as Professor.

4. Synod notes with deep appreciation the tone of these letters.

. 5. Synod gives the Board of Trustees power to act in making pro-
vision for the need of the Revs. Rutgers, Hendriksen, Stob, and Boer
after the termination of their salary period on August 31, 1952.

6. The Committee to notify the Professors of Synod’s action, Rev.
J. Holwerda reporting, informs Synod that the messages have been
delivered, and that all received the news with good grace.

7. The Committee to prepare a Press Release, announcing Synod’s
action with reference to the four professors, Dr. S. Van Harn report-
" ing, presents its report. The proposed release is adopted.

8. The Committee to prepare an announcement to the Churches re- .
garding Synod’s action with reference to the four professors, Dr. S.
Van Harn reéporting, presents its recommendation:

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE CHURCHES
The Synod of 1952 makes the following significant announcement
to our people:
1. Synod decided not to reappoint Dr. W. Rutgers and Dr. W. Hen-
driksen whose terms of office had expired.

2. Synod also decided to terminate the unexpired terms (and thus
to discontinue the services) of Prof. G. Stob and Prof. H. Boer.

3. Synod made the above decisions after careful and prayerful con-
sideration of the advice of the Board of Trustees, the Investigation
Committee appointed by the Synod of 1951, of its own Advisory Com-
mittee, and after giving full opportunity to speak to all the members
of our Theological Faculty. Many hours, and even days, of full and
free discussion were devoted to every aspect of the Seminary situa-
tion, a situation so serious that it damaged the prestige of our Semi-
nary, created an atmosphere which was detrimental to the training
of our prospective ministers, and threatened the peace and welfare of
our Churches. After this long and prayerful consideration, and prior
to the momentous vote, Synod again sought the throne of grace in
earnest supplicating plea for divine guidance.
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4. At the earliest possible moment the Church will be informed re-
garding new appointments or interim provisions that will enable the
Seminary to function adequately also during the coming year.

We trust that our Consistories and all our people will receive this
communication with' sympathetic understanding of the tremendous
problems that Synod had to face, and in calm recognition of the author-
ity that Christ has vested in His Church. We make this communica-
tion in the confident assurance that in our homes and throughout our
congregations there will be earnest and unceasing prayer for our Cal-
vin College and Seminary upon whose vital spiritual power the wel-
fare of our Church so largely depends. (Report on Seminary con-
~tinues in Arts. 192, 193.)

ARTICLE 192

The President appoints Revs. D. Bonnema and J. Verbrugge to
draft a letter of admonition and clarification of his status to Professor
Wyngaarden, (cf. Art. 181). Note: Synod adjourned before Prof.
M. J. Wyngaarden had the opportunity to send a reply to Synod.
(Stated Clerk.)

ARTICLE 193

The Advisory Committee, Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. J. C.
Verbrugge reporting, resumes its report, presenting the following:

I. InTrRA-FACULTY RELATIONS.

Inasmuch as various actions have been taken as the Seminary Situa-
tion developed, both by the faculty and Board of Trustees, we con-
sider it necessary that Synod express itself on some of these matters.

- A, Administration of Faculty Affairs. ;

When after the now historic Nov. 30, 1951, faculty meeting it be-
came almost impossible for a faculty meeting to be held and this state
of affairs came to the attention of. the Investigation Committee, the
Committee -advised the Board of Trustees to appoint a committee to
be present at faculty meetings. This the Board decided to do at its
February, 1952, meeting.

We recommend that Synod approve the action of the Board taken
upon the advice of the Investigation Committee to appoint a committee
of the Board “to function in cooperation with the president of the
faculty to administer faculty affairs.” Grounds:

1. Faculty tension as observed by the Investigation Comrmttee de-
manded some remedial action.

2. Members of the faculty bear a corporate responsibility for the
'state of affairs which exist, and only mediation through a third party
seemed adequate to restore order. Adopted.
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B. Leiter by four members of the Seminary. Faculty to Classes.

. Subsequent to the action of the Board to supervise faculty meetings,
four members of the faculty wrote a letter to the Investigation Com-
mittee complaining about the action taken.. This letter was sent to the
Stated Clerks of all of our Classes. We recommend that Synod ex-
press disapproval of the action by four members of the faculty in
which they complained to the Classes about the action which the Board
had taken to supervise faculty meetings. Ground:

This action was premature because it meant expressing their “own
partial judgment on the situation before the churches, prior to com-
pletion of the investigation.” (Investigation Committee Report, p. 11). -

: Adopted.

C. The Stob-Hendriksen controversy.

The information regarding the Stob-Hendriksen case is contained
in various documents which are material to this report. On page 19
of the report of the Investigation Committee it is reported that the
matter is out of the way. The documents bearing on this case serve
only to give a more complete survey of the situation. We recommend
that Synod declare that the Stob-Hendriksen matter has been settled.
Ground: The fact of settlement is reported. Adopted.

II. NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
A. Retiring Professors.
1. Dr. S. Volbeda. (See Art. 18.)

a. We advise that in view of the retirement of Dr. S. Volbeda, Synod
grant him honorable emeritation and refer this fact to the Pension
Fund. Adopted. ‘

b. In view of the retirement of Dr. Volbeda we call the attention
of Synod to ‘the fact that Prof. Volbeda, due to his ill health, may not
be able to attend the Ecumenical Synod of 1953 (Petition of four fac-
ulty members, p. 3, point 12.) Referred to the Board of Trustees.

2. Dr. C. Bouma (See Supplement 29-20A).

a. We advise adoption of the recommendation of the Board of Trus-
tees that Dr." C. Bouma be granted honorable emeritation due to the

continued unfavorable condition of his health and refer this fact to
the Pension Fund. Adopted. '

b. We recommend approval of the Board’s plan proposed to Mrs.
Bouma in a letter that if the Lord graciously restores Dr. Bouma all
possible steps will be taken to avail ourselves of his services in our
Seminary. Adopied.

3. We call the attention of Synod to the report of the Board of
- Trustees that they are prepared to present nominations for possible
vacancies. - (See Supplement 29-A.)
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B. Nominations:

1. We call the attention of Synod to the nomination of the Board
for. the Chair of Practical Theology: Dr. P. Y. De Jong, Rev. A.
Hoekema, and Rev. C. Kromminga. Synod adds the name of Prof.
R. B. Kuiper of Westminster Seminary.

2. We call the attention of Synod to the nomination of the Board
. for the Chair of Apologetics and Ethics, namely Dr. Fred Klooster
-and Dr. Henry Stob. Synod adds the names of Rev. J. Schuurman,
and Rev. A. C. De Jong.

;3. We bring to the attention of Synod the overture of the Con-
sistory of the Franklin St. Church of Grand Rapids to place the name
of Dr. A. C..De Jong on nomination for the Chair of Apologetics and
Ethics. Received as information.

4. We bring to the attention of Synod the overture of Class1s Kala-
mazoo, nominating Dr. P. Y. De Jong for a Chalr in Calvin Seminary.
Received as information. ,

5. Synod nominates for the Chair of Dogmatics: Proi. G. C. Berk-
houwer, Dr. H. Kuiper, Rev. A. C. De Jong. '

6. Synod nominates for the Chair of New Testament: Dr, H. Rid-
derbos, Dr. N. B. Stonehouse, Prof. J. Weidenaar, and Rev. C. Krom-

minga.

7. Synod nominates for the Chair of Church History: Dr. J. Krom-
minga, Rev. J. H. Schaal, Prof. J. Bratt.

Rev. C. Veenstra leads in prayer for God’s guidance, and Synod
proceeds to cast its ballots for these appointments. The following are
elected :

Practical Theology: Prof. R. B. Kuiper, Interim appointment.

- Apologetics and Ethics: Dr. H. Stob, Interim appointment.

Dogmatics: Dr. G. C. Berkhouwer, Indefinite appointment.

New Testament: Dr. N. B. Stonehouse, Interim appointment.

Church History: Dr. J. Kromminga, Interim appointment.

The Stated Clerk is instructed to notify the appointees.

8. The Board of Trustees recommends that Synod seek to make
arrangements whereby Dr. C. Van Til be engaged to serve our Semi-
nary one year in part-time capacity as professor in the field of Apolo-
getics and Ethics. Referred to the Executive Committee of the Board
of Trustees.

C. Study of the Matter of Appointments.

1. We recommend approval of the action of the Board to appoint a
- comimnittee to make a thorough study of the whole method of appoint-
ment and tenure of office of Seminary professors, which committee
‘will report to the Board next February. Grounds:
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a. There is general dissatisfaction with the present method in that
it has not brought our’ Seminary to the high level we desire.
b. Overtures have come to Synod regarding this matter. Adopted.
2. We suggest that the overtures concerning this matter, Nos. 10,
30, and 35, be referred to the Study Committee for information.
Adopted.
D. ‘Concerning the petition of Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden regarding
distribution of work in the Seminary, we advise that Synod rule that
such matters should be referred to the Board of Trustees. 4dopted.

ITI. PrESIDENT OF THE SEMINARY. (See Supplement 29-A.)

The Board of Trustees reports that at its May meeting action was
taken on the matter of a set of rules governing the office of President
. of the Seminary. These rules are included in Agenda Report No. 29A.

_The Board has approved the general thrust of these rules.

A. Your committee recommends adoption of the advice of the Board
in regard to these rules.

1. “To postpone adopting permanent rules until the 1953 meeting.”

Adopted.

2. That if a Seminary president is appointed for the coming school

year he shall operate under the general terms of these rules. Adopted.

B. Synod instruct the Executive Committee of the Board of Trus-

tees to appoint a President for the Seminary for the coming year.
, Adopted.
IV. INTEGRATION OF EDUCATION IN SEMINARY AND COLLEGE.

The Investigation Comumittee in its report makes the “recommenda-
tion that Synod appoint a committee to formulate a statement of our
philosophy of education in an effort to integrate all teaching at Cal-
vin College and Seminary so that it may be in keeping with the Re-
formed faith.”

Recommendation:

"A. We advise Synod not to do so at this time. Grounds:

1. Dr. Wm. Spoelhof, with the cooperation of his colleagues, is
applying himself diligently to the integration of the courses in the
various departments. He has served only one year in his present
capacity and has inspired respect for and confidence in his leadership.
We ought certainly to give the president of our college adequate time
to develop his ideals in this direction.

2. The Board has included in its report a statement by the faculty
of the college of principles to which they subscribe. This statement is
the spontaneous expression of the members of the faculty. (Agenda
Report 29A.) (See Supplement 29-A.)

3. Progress in the direction of an Integrated system can be made
if the presidents of our seminary and college are requested to submit
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in their annual report to the Board an account of specific progress
- made in the promotion and development of this ideal. Adopted.

B. We recommend that Synod instruct the Board to make the re-
quest proposed as above and incorporate pertinent material about this
in their annual report to Synod. Adopted.

. ARTICLE 194
The Advisory Committee, Publication Matters, (Arts. 70 120, 142,
182). Rev. H. Triezenberg reporting, presents the nomination for Edl-
tor of De Wachter: Rev. E. Van Halsema and Rev. Wm. Haverkamp.
Rev. E. Van Halsema is elected.

ARTICLE 195
Synod decides to appoint a Study Committee to study the matters
presented in Overture No. 23; and report to the next Synod. (See
Art. 190, VI, C, 18.)

ARTICLE 19
The task of Synod completed, Rev. H. Bel President of Synod,
delivers the following message.

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

I want to preface my last words to you with a few remarks,

First of all I want to convey my deep appreciation to all who have made
our stay at this Synod a pleasure. I want to say thank you to the per- -
sonnel of the dormitory who served us so efficiently and cheerfully, both
in season and out of season.

I want to thank Dr. E. Monsma and the office force for the marvelous
way in which they kept us supplied with study materials and other
essentials. '

I thank Dr. R. J, Danhof for his guidance and help. I do not know how
he ‘does it, but he certainly is an indispensable help to the Synod. He
knows where everything is. He knows what should be done.

-1 thank the various committees for the work which they have done,
particularly the Calvin Seminary Committee, and a special word of
thanks to its reporters.’

I want to thank our advisers, the Professors, the Secretarxes of Mis-
sions, the reporters of the papers,” and the advisers of the Study Com-
mittee and the Board of Trustees.

I specially want to thank my helpers on the platform., One cannot
think of more efficient secretaries, nor of a more capable vice-president. I
eannot tell you how I have appreciated his help and counsel.

I want to record here also what I have said before—1I never have seen
such a wonderful group of delegates as we had at this Synod. You made
our work a pleasure.

As far as the rest of my remarks are concerned I can say that it is
with mixed emotions that I address to you my last words as your president.
There is, of course, a feeling of relief that at last we have come to the -
end of our Synodical gatherings. We have labored hard and long, but also
carefully and discreetly. We have prayed much and were often conseious
of God’s presence and leading.
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Some people have talked about the fact that this Synod was confronted
with momentous decisions, and it was, There were times that we were
afraid. There were also times that we felt the very presence of the Spirit.
Many people agsured ug that they were remembering us in prayer.. For
this we are very grateful to God. We have felt the impact of those
prayers in our gatherings. There were moments of close contact with
God. I am confident that this Synod was a praying Synod and that back
of us stood a praying church. May the church continue to be that in the
days to come and may all its leaders continue to labor for the peace of Zion,

The one matter that stood out in bold relief was the Seminary Situation.
The Committee of Pre-advice gave 80 hours of its time to it. The investi-
gating committee and the representatives of the Board of Trustees aided
us with valuable advice. The measures taken to remedy the situation were
drastic. Never in the history of the church were such' drastic measures
taken, but I am sure that not a single delegate came to it lightly. All did
what they thought the honor of God, the peace of the church, and the wel-
fare of our school required. I am glad that the decisions faken in this
case were not the verdicts of a bare majority. Time will tell whether we
got what we sought.

I am not of the opinion that all our troubles are over. The real dis-
turber of the peace cannot be removed from our midst. We still have the
adversary with us and he will continue his attempt to divide us. If we
are not on our guard he will gain triumph upon triumph. He will con-
tinue to sow suspicions. He will stir up passions and he will try to lead
us astray both doctrinally and ethically. In a day of doetrinal indiffer-
ence and of man-made standards we must watch and pray lest we fall
into temptation. It would be a wonderful thing if all our leaders sat fre-
quently together at the conference table to discuss their problems, to -
formulate their positions and to test their views and practices in the
light of God’s Word and our Reformed standards. We do not want a
sterile theology but neither do we desire to depart from God’s precious
words. A fresh approach and a vital application of that truth to all of
life must be our constant concern. May God through His Spirit prepare
us for better and greater service. Time is running out. The end of all
things is at hand. Be ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer. ,

To the brethren who are disappointed on account of our decisions I
would say: Be of good cheer. The Lord has used you before. You served
Him in the church with marked success. He undoubtedly has a place for
you in His vineyard now and who knows but what you may be happier
there. May the Lord give you grace to take what has come to you in
the faith that nothing happens by chance to His people.

God bless you one and all.

HerMAN BEL.

ARTICLE 197
Rev. W. Kok, Vice-president of Synod, responds as follows:

Synod rises to a vote of thanks to its President.
Mr. President:

It is at this time incumbent upon me to be the voice of Synod to thank
you for the work you have dore. Under all circumstances the work of
the president demands knowledge, wisdom and patience. This was espe-
cially true.at this Synod. It is not difficult for me to be the voice of
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Synod, because the members have given evidence of their deep satisfac-
tion with the manner in which you led us and ruled over us. We thank
you, Mr. President. We thank our God for the gifts He gave you for this
task and thank you for the splendid way in which you have used these
gifts for the benefit of the Synod and for the welfare of the Church we
love. May the blessing of our God rest upon you and may He allow you
to be a blessing to His Church as long as it pleases Him to keep you here.
William Kok

ARTICLE 198

- The Synod of 1951 is adjourned. The President, Rev. H. Bel leads
in prayer of thanksgiving and intercession.

"Rev. Herman Bel, President

Rev. William Kok, Vice-President
Rev. Peter G. Holwerda, First Clerk
Rev. Peter Van Tuinen, Second Clerk

The Minutes of Executive Sessions are in the file of the Stated Clerk.
Attested o True Copy

DR. R. J. DANHOF, STATED CLERK
944 NELAND AVE, S.E.
GRAND RAPIDS 7, MICHIGAN

‘U:S.A.
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 1
(Art. 78)

' COMMITTEE ON VAN DYKEN PROTEST

Majority Report

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE MANDATED BY THE SYNOD
OF 1948 TO STUDY THE PROTEST OF MR. PETER L. VAN
DYKEN AGAINST THE DECISIONS OF THE SYNOD OF
1947 CONCERNING THE MEMBERSHIP OF DIVORCED AND
REMARRIED PERSONS .

I. MANDATE.

E WERE appointed by the Synod of 1948 to study the Van
Dyken protest and to furnish Synod with an answer to this
protest (Cf. Acts of Synod 1948, Art. 125, page 83).

- II. Tur DecisioNs oF THE SyNop oF 1947 Acainst WHIicH VAN
DYXEN PROTESTS. ~

. We reproduce in full only the two points of thel position of the
Synod of 1947 against which Mr. Van Dyken directs h1s protest.
These are points 2 and 3:

2. With respect to any person who has obtained an unbiblical divorce
or who was divorced as a result of his own adultery, and who, being
guilty of either sin, subsequently remarried, Synod declares that unless
it can be proved to the satisfaction of the consistory that such a person
committed these sins while living in complete ignorance of the teaching
- of the Word of God concerning the sinfulness of divorce and re-
marriage, he cannot during the life-time of his former wife (or she
cannot during the life-time of her former husband) be 2 member of
the church, unless, in addition to confessing his guilt before the con-
sistory, he manifests his genuine repentance not only by means of a
godly conduct in general but also and specifically by his return to the
- former marriage partner, if this be possible, or, if it be impossible, by
means of ceasing to live (in the ordinary marriage-relationship) with
his present spouse.

Grounds:

A. With respect to those who have sinned against better knowledge
Scripture declares in Rom. 7:1-3: “The woman that hath a husband
is bound by law to the husband while he liveth; but if the husband
die she is discharged from the law of her husband. So then, if, while
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the husband liveth, she be joined to another man, she shall be called
an adulteress . . .”

From this passage it is clear that if, at any time while her husband
is still alive, this woman be living with another man, she is living in
‘adultery even though she has become legally married to this second
. husband. Only the death of her (first) husband makes her frée to
marry another. Surely, if she commit adultery by entering a new
marriage-relationship, she also commits adultery by remaining in that
relationship.

b. -In I Cor. 7:39 we read: “A wife is bound for so long a time as
her husband liveth ; but if the husband be dead, she is free to be married
to whom she will ; only in the Lord.” While it is sometimes erroneously
argued that Rom. 7:1-3 has no value as proof inasmuch as the apostle
uses it as an illustration, the present passage, I Cor. 7:39, is not an
illustration but pure didactic revelation with respect to marriage. The
passage re-emphasizes the truth expressed in Rom. 7.

c. Prov. 28:13 does not leave open to doubt the fact that those who
have wilfully transgressed, should not only confess but also forsake
their sin. The passage reads as follows: “He that covereth his trans-
gressions shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them
shall obtain mercy.”

d. This position is in accordance with the official pronouncement of
every orthodox denomination in our country which has’ drawn up
resolutions anent this question. Unless, by solid arguments, those who
disagree with it can prove that it is incorrect, the. church should cling
to it both in theory and in practice.

Adopted. For additional grounds, see pt 3f.

3.. The abrogation of the marriage-bond or cessation of marital
relations shall not be demanded of those who committed the aforesaid
'sins while living in the state of complete ignorance of the teaching of
the Word of God concerning the sinfulness of divorce and remarriagec.

Grounds:

a. - It would be contrary to the express teaching of Scripture to
accord the same treatment to those who have sinned without the.law
as to those who have sinned under the law; to those who have trans-
gressed knowingly as to those who have transgressed unknowingly:
see Lk. 12:47, 48; 23:34; Acts 3:17; Rom. 2:12; I Tim. 1:13; cf.
Acts 26:9.

b. While Scripture clearly instructs us that the continuation of
polygamy cannot be tolerated in a heathen who comes to conversion,
Tit. 1:6, it nowhere teaches that such a convert must reject his present
wife in case there has been a previous marriage, or that he must cease
to live with her in the ordinary relationship of marriage. On the



SuepPLEMENT 1 125

contrary, the apostle states: “Ye were once darkness, but are now
light in the Lord: walk as children of light,” Eph. 5:7; also, “Be not
deceived, neither formicators . . . nor adulterers'. . . nor abusers of
themselves with men . . . shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such
were some of you: but ve were washed, but ye were sanctified, but
ye were justified- in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the
Spirit of our God,” I Cor. 6:9-11. In:this comnnection it must be
. borne in mind that the church at Corinth consisted primarily of recent
converts from the Gentiles; see I Cor. 12:1: “Ye know that when ye
were Gentiles ye were led away unto those dumb idols, howsoever ye
might be led.”

c¢. This principle is also in harmony with the Mission Policy of our
denomination: when a heathen couple is brought from darkness to
light, a Christian confirmation of the marriage takes place. Former
marriages are ignored. Before the church has a right to abandon this
- policy opponents should prove that it is contrary to Scripture.
Adopted.

III. Tre VAN DYKEN PROTEST AGAINST 2 AND 3 ABOVE OF THE
Synop or 1947, '
ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Synod of 1947 bas made some important decisions'in regard
to the question whether and how persons unbiblically divorced and
subsequently married to another party can be admitted or re-admitted
to church membership.

The traditional position which had been maintained in general, and
which was embodied in a statement made by the 1908 Synod, which
prohibited admittance or re-admittance of persons as above-mentioned,
has been declared untenable: In its stead the Synod of 1947 has de-
cided that such party or parties can be admitted or re-admitted upon
certain conditions. .

These conditions are described in: “The -Report of the Advisory
Committee concerning the Re-admission of divorced and remarried
Persons,” which “Report” was adopted in full by the 1947 Synod.

The principle adopted and the position taken are embodied in Art. 2
of said “Report (Art. 3 being the elaboration of an exceptlve clause,
contained in Art. 2.)

Concerning this ‘position’ Synod declares that “the "Church should
cling to it, both in theory and in practice, unless by solid arguments
those who disagree with it can prove that it is incorrect.” For which
reason any member of the Christian Reformed Church has the right to
protest the position taken by the Church, if he is in disagreement
with said position, provided that sych disagreement must be of a
major and intensive nature and provided that “solid arguments” (both
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scriptural and otherwise) must be put forth to support such dis-
agreement.

Whereas I have repeatedly by overture and protest (1936, 1945,
1946, and 1947) advocated a position which differs radically from the
position taken by the Church in Synod 1947, and

Whereas I am still of the same opinion in this important matter, I
consider it my privilege and"my duty to protest to the Synod of 1948
against the “position” of the Church taken in 1947, on the ground that
it is both wrong in principle and impossible of execution, which pro-
test I shall endeavor to substantiate by the following: '

Objections to Art. 2 of the Advisory Report, adopted by Synod

(without exceptive clause which will be taken up under: Ob_]ecnons to
Art. 3.)

I. The synodical decision is contrary to the rule and authority of
God as duly manifested by the representative of His justice in the realm
of the natural life and of common grace, namely the Civil Govern--
ment or the State. It (the decision) altogether ignores, d1sregards and
by-passes said authority.

This complete disregard of the Church for the authority of the State
in its own proper territory is one of the main issues of this controversy
and should therefore be properly exposed.

a. Marriage or the married state was ordained by God at the time
of creation. It was instituted when man was still in the state of in-
nocence for the natural life of man on earth and for the propagation
of the human race. Though after the fall grievously marred by sin,
" it has not changed in essence. It is still a divine institution and is in
its various. relations to the common’ life of man governed by the
representatwe of God’s justice in the realm of the natural and civil
life, our Civil Government. :

Marriage is 2 sacred institution, because it is divinely ordained and
for no other reason. The demand to keep its relations sacred is to all
races and classes alike. Being one of the greatest gifts of God to
man, it is for that same reason more marred by sin than any other
human relation. Yet the integrity of marriage has been preserved to
this extent, that nowhere in the world (neither in civilized nor in un-
civilized countries) mere co-habitation is considered a marriage.
Though customs and rules greatly vary, always a certain definite legal
sanction is necessary to establish a marriage.

This is also clearly shown by the Old Testament custom of kings
and rulers to havé besides their legal wives, also corcubines with
. whom they had intercourse and by whom they had children, but which

did not have the status of the wife, neither were their children consid-
ered heirs of the father. ‘
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b. To.advocate that we should ignore and disregard the action of
the State in this matter of marriage' and divorce and re-marriage is to
promote and create chaos. To ignore the authority of the State means
that you have no authority left. And this is exactly what the Christian
Reformed Church of today demands of persons who have committed
the sins of divorce and re- marrlage but who have come to repentance
and have acknowledged their sins before God and would acknowledge
them before the Churuch.

The Church requires specifically that the order of God, enacted by
the State as his minister be altogether ignored or disregarded. The
Church demands to add more and similar sins to the ones committed
before, in order to prove the sincerity of repentance.

c. The contention that a second marriage (after unbiblical divorce)
is a comtinuous living in adultery has not been and cannot be proven’
from the Word of God, nor from actual life.

Rom. 7 says that “a woman that hath en husband is bound by the
law to her husband as long as he liveth.” But a woman who is divorced
from her husband hath no husband. For which reason she is no more
bound to him. Yet, because of the sin of the divorce, néither the man,
nor the woman has the moral right to marry a third- party, though
legally they have. And if this second marriage (by legal authorization
and legal action) has become an established fact, its integrity cannot
be questioned. Since that action was taken by the proper authority,
by the State which is the minister of God, God Himself thereby causes

'that marriage to stand. To disregard God’s minister in this respect
is to disregard God. ‘

Does the State err in the actions which it has taken in regard to
divorce and re-marriage, it is responsible to God for them and to us as
constituency. Would we prohibit the State from issuing divorces on
grounds which are contrary to the Scriptures it becomes our duty as
Christian citizens in a Christian nation to protest through the proper
channels and to endeavor to have the laws concerning divorce changed.
We cannot tell what a united Christian group can do. Certain it is that.
the State does not promote the divorce of families. Much rather it
would promote the sanctity of marriage. If the State allows too many
grounds for divorce it is because of the “hardness of our hearts” as
in the days of Moses.

d. There'is no direct command in Scripture that the civil govern-
ment must unite in marriage, or if necessary dissolve them. Tt must
be inferred from the institution itself at the time of creation, and
from various places where mention of marriage is made. God speaks
in Gen. 2:24: “Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother and
cleave unto his wife.” This indicates man to be the aggressive party
who seeks the wife. . : '
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The bride was given in marriage by her father who evidently re-
ceived a dowry of the bridegroom which two actions consummated the
ceremony and made the marriage an established fact. Examples of |
these are quite numerous in the O. T. Scriptures. The laws regulating
marriage and divorce were contained in the civil laws of the children.
of Israel. And the various difficulties were to be governed by the
elders of the people. (Deut. 22 and 24)

It 1s necessary to get a Scnptural background in order to ﬁrmly
establish the fact that marnage is a civil institution and not an ec-
" clesiastical one. No mention is ever made of it being a priestly office
to perfgrm the marriage rite.

No change has been made about this matter in the N. T. dispensa-
tion. The presence of Jesus and his disciples at the wedding in Cana
proves the divine sanctioning of the married state and of the cere-
monies connected with the establishing of it.

Jesus furthermore confirms the rule established at the creation period,
saying that any deviation therefrom was done because of the hardness
of the heart. I do not know of any other mention of the marriage rite.

It is possibly due to the gradual usurpation or attempted usurpation
of all earthly (civil) power by the Roman Catholic Church that the
marriage solemnization was transferred from the civil magistrate to

the ecclesiastical powers.  And Rome persevered in that direction until-
" it had made marriage a sacrament.

e. Have the Protestants been altogether cleansed from that Roman
leaven? In mome we have. We no longer caoll marriage a sacrament.
But to concede that there is nothing ecclesiastical in a marriage a
‘great many are not ready to do.

In England the Established Church had most to say about marriage
and divorce laws until recent times. In the Netherlands the marriage
is properly performed by the civil authorities. Yet it is hardly con-
sidered binding or complete, except the church confirm said action,
which in itself was perfectly legal and complete. This confirmation is
entirely superfluous, adds nothing to the sanctity of the marriage, and
is clearly an after effect of Roman Churchology.

In the United States marriage laws are very inadequately defined.
Very properly the State issues a marriage license to parties seeking to
be united in said relationship. But tying the knot is equally binding, if
performed by a civil judge or by a minister of an established church.
And this rests more on a consensus of opinion and a traditional custom
than on a clearly defined law. It is greatly to be desired that we have
a well-defined federal law in regard to this important institution.

All States have some laws prohibiting the marriage of parties too
closely related. -Also, in all the States, bigamy and polygamy are for-
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bidden. No one can enter upon a second marriage except the first mate
be dead or a divorce be granted to sever the first marriage relations.

f.. Which brings us to the important problem of the dizorce, the
rate of which at the present day is alarming. Jesus says that a marriage
“should not be put asunder,” except in the case of fornication. Every
other separatlon therefore, is sin and to marry a divorcee is also sin
except in the one case as mentioned.

But the Civil Government does not concern itself with the relation
between God and man as embodied in the first table of the Law, except
. in the manner in which it would effect the other members of Society. .
But the civil law concerns itself with the regulation of human relations,
as expressed in the second table of the Law, on which, in most civilized
nations, it is generally and basically founded. In this category belong
also the relations of marriage and divorce.

And looked at from this angle we need not wonder that the State
has recognized too many grounds for undoing a union which was
claimed to be unendurable. It is “for the hardness of our hearts.”
Nevertheless, whatever -marriage tie the State does dissolve, it is “put
asunder” before God and man and must be recognized as such.

On the same grounds the State has the right to marry previously
divorced parties to a third party, establishing a second marriage. For
‘the same reason this second marriage must be considered a bona-fide
marriage, which as such, must be respected by every citizen of the
United States. .

Ours, as citizens, the duty to try and prevent these social evils; also
ours, as citizens and members of the Church, the duty to abide by
and recognize as valid that which has been done.

g. Must we as a Church condone these evils in parties who would
become members of the Church, who without repentance of those deeds
try to justify the evils which they have committed on the ground that
they were legally performed? Not at all.

No sinner trying to justify whatever sin on whatsoever ground,
can become a member of the Church, but is excluded from the kingdom
of heaven,

But if by the grace of God, in the heart the sin of divorce and re-
fnarriage is admitted, if sincere sorrow for them is publicly expressed,
“then by this, God’s Name and Law is honored and sanctified, “Then
will T teach transgressors thy ways and sinners shall be converted
unto thee” (David in Ps. 51) David says moreover: “Thou desirest
‘not sacrifice; else would I give it. The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”

But the Christian Reformed Church demands e sacrifice, and such
as is impossible to bring. The parties in second marriage are bound by
vows before God and man, which cannot be broken without adding
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sin to sin. The srony of the synodical decision is that a sincere. re-
pentance from sins must be shown by a repetition of those same sins.

II. Art. 2 of the synodical decision is as much against the revealed
will of God in Scripture as it is against the civil law. For a woman to
leave a second husband and to return to a first mate i1s “abomination
in the sight of God” (Deut. 24) which “would greatly pollute the
land” (Jer. 3). Yet this is what the Church demands. It may not be
wrong for a man, after death of a second wife, to re-marry the first
wife, provided she had remained unmarried.

A separation of bed and board is equally unjust and would be liable .
to civil prosecution by the party which was left. Neither is there one
instance found in all Scripture where such a procedure is commanded
or indicated. The passage from Prov. 28:13 is not at all to the point.
The penitent parties would openly confess their sins (and not cover
them). But the Church demands the penance of an unlawful sacrifice.
Art. 2 of the Report breathes the nature of acceptance in the Church
on payment of debt. The blood of Christ has cleansed from the sins
committed, and the normal marrlage relationship is not a sin. Therefore,
to live holily in the present marriage proves the sincerity of repentance.

III. It is regrettable that the wording of an important decision as
contained in Art. 2 is so extremely vague and inadequate. Only one
sentence for such an important decision, What is the meaning of the
clause: “if this be possible” (to return to former marriage partmer)?
There can so many possibilities or. impossibilities be read into this
clause that in nearly every conceivable case it can be used either for
or against.

OByECTIONS TO ART. 3 OF THE ADVISORY REPORT.

I. Art. 3, which is an elaboration of the exceptive clause, con-
tained in Art. 2, completely nullifies the reasoning and assumed grounds
of the main thrust of Art. 2.

Art. 2 would exclude from the church, and consequently from
heaven, those who, having sinned against better knowledge, and now
being penitent, refuse to sever present marital relations. But if some
one has committed those same sins and is, above all this, guilty of a
willful ignorance of the fundamental laws of God, he can be exempted
from severing relationship. For him the doors of the Church and of
Heaven will be open. Which causes ignorance to be counted an excuse
for sin. In the one case, sin must be punished (though repented of}) ;
in the other, sin is excused because of a gwalty ignorance.

. II. Besides, who are there in these United States that are so ignorant
of the fundamental law of God concerning marriage that they do not
know that it is a sin to break a marriage? Was not the vow for life,
“till death them do part”? That the sacredness of marriage has become
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_ a by-word, is not because of ignorance, but because of selfishness or
sinful desires, or for whatever other reasons there may be. Ii.is an
ignoring of God’s laws, but not ignorance in regard to them.

IIT. Art. 3 forms a convenient loophole to dodge the severe demands
of Art. 2. This is proven by the action of the synod of 1945, which
permitted the family in the Ist Cicero church to become members, not
alone on the ground of penitence, but on the ground that said family
was, to a large extent, ignorant of the importance of their sins. This
in spite of the fact that said family had confessed to be fully aware

of the greatness of their sins at the time they were committed. Thus
Synod would cut the heart out of a sincere confession and substitute
tolerance.

IV. The grounds mentioned for the position taken in Art. 3 under
“A” contrasts those who sinned without the law to those who have
sinned under the low.

This is a reversing of scriptural evidence. If it could be said of -
those living in a heathen nation at the time of that writing that they
sinned without the low, certainly it cannot be said of people living in
a Christian nation nineteen hundred years after those words were
written. No ignorance of the sacredness of marriage is excusable now.

* ok ok %k ok

In the hope that the above named objections against the decisions
of 1947 will be duly conSIdered and that the validity of said objections
be recognized,

I would now submit to the Synod of 1948 to repeal the decisions of
1947, as embodied in Arts. 2 and 3 of the above named report and in
its stead adopt the following:

In regard to persons, divorced from former marriage partner and
subsequently married to a second party, who acknowledge the great-
ness of their sins, who would confess their sins before God and the
Church, who would promise and endeavor to live holily in the present
married state,

Synod 1948 expresses as its opinion, that above named party or
parties can be admitted or re-admitted to full church membership, if
the sincerity of their repentance has been proven by a godly life and
conduct especially in their present marital relation.

By opening the doors of the Church to penitent sinners as above
described, God’s much more abounding grace has gained the victory
over abounding sin. As there is joy in heaven over one sinner that
repents, so there is joy in the Church when a sheep that had gone
astray is again added to the fold.

Respectfully submitted,
Ripon, California PeteR L. VAN DvkenN.
December, 1947.
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V. CASE ANALYSIS OF OUR CURRENT POSITION AS
ADOPTED BY THE SYNOD OF 1947.

In order that the delegates to Synod may have a clear picture of
the actual decisions of 1947 against which Mr. Van Dyken protests,
we are restating the decisions of 1947 in terms of concrete cases.

Case No. 1

A. CIRCUMSTANCE.

Mr. B. 1s not in complete ignorance of the sinfulness of unbiblical
divorce and remarriage.

B. Sin.

Mr. B. obtains an unbiblical divorce from Mrs. B. and married C.

C. ADMITTANCE, N\
Mr. B. can be a member of the Church prov1ded
1. He confess his sins of unbiblical divorce and remarriage, and

2. if Mrs. B. is living, he abrogate the marriage bond with C. and -
return to Mrs. B,, or if this be impossible, he cease to 11ve in the ordi-
nary marriage relatlonshlp Wlth C.

Case No. 2

A. CIRCUMSTANCE.

Mr. D. is not in complete i 1gn0rance of the sinfulness of adultery.

B. Sin.
* Mr. D. commits adultery and is divorced by Mrs. D. and subse-
quently marries E. .

C. ADMITTANCE,

Mr. D. can be a member of the Church provided:

1. He confess his sins of adultery and remarriage, and

2. if Mrs. D. is living, he abrogate the marriage bond with E. and
return to Mrs. D., or, if this is impossible, he cease to live in the ordi-
nary marriage relationship with E.

Case No. 3

A. CIRCUMSTANCE.

- Mr. F. is in complete ignorance of the sinfulness of unblbhcal
divorce and subsequent remarriage.

B. Sin.
Mr. F. obtains an unbiblical divorce from Mrs. F. and marries G.

C. ADMITTANCE.

Mr. F. can be a member of the Church provded he confess his sins
of unbiblical divorce and remarriage, but he need not abrogate the
marriage bond with G. .
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Case No. 4

A. CIRCUMSTANCE.

Mr. H. is in complete ignorance of the sinfulness of adultery.

B. Sin.

Mr. H. commits adultery and is divorced by Mrs. H. and marries [

C. ADMITTANCE.

Mr. H. can be 2 member of the Church provided he confess his sins
of adultery and remarriage, but he need not abrogate the marriage
bond with I.

V. CASE ANALYSIS OF THE POSITION OF MR. VAN
DYKEN AS SET FORTH IN HIS PROTEST.

As to Case No. 1 Van Dyken accepts A, B, C, and 1 but he rejects 2.

As to Case No. 2 Van Dyken accepts A, B, C, and 1 but he rejects 2.

As to Case No. 3 Van Dyken accepts B and C but he rejects A.

As to Case No. 4 Van Dyken accepts B and C but he rejects A.

In consideration of the Van Dyken protest we can ignore the large
areas of agreement but we must focus our attention on the areas of
disagreement. From the above analysis it appears that brother Van
Dyken protests against the following propositions of the Synod of
1947. -

FirsT ProPosiTioN oF ’47: That a person who obtains an unbibli-
cal divorce and remarries must, if his former marriage partner is liv-
ing, abrogate his latter marriage and return to his former marriage
partner, or, if this be impossible, must cease to live in the ordinary
marriage relationship with his present spouse.

SecoND ProrosiTioN oF ’47: That a person who was divorced on
account of his adultery and remarries must, if his former marriage
partner is living, abrogate his latter marriage and return to his former,
marriage partner, or, if this be impossible, must cease to live in the
ordinary marriage relationship with his present spouse.

Trirp ProrositioN oF ’47: That anyone interested in maintaining
or seeking membership in the Church was at the time of his sin in
complete ignorance of the sins of unbiblical divorce and remarriage
or of the sins of adultery and remarriage; and that this previous but
no longer existent ignorance exempts him from the requirements spe-
cified in the first and second propositions stated above.

V1. CONSIDERATION' OF THE FIRST PROPOSITION,

‘ NAMELY:

That a person who obtains an unbiblical divorce and remarries must,
if his former marriage partner is living, abrogate his latter marriage
and return to his former wmarviage partner, or if this be impossible,
must cease to live in the ordinary marriage relationship with his pres-
ent spouse. ’
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A. Ground ¢ of Synod 1947.

1. Romans 7:1-3 is quoted:

The woman that hath a husband is bound by law to the husband
while he liveth; but if the husband die she is discharged from the law
of her husband So then, if while the husband: lzveth she is joined to
another man, she shall be called an adulteress.

On the basis of this passage, 1947 teaches:

a. That if at any time while her husband is still alive, this woman
be living with another man, she is living in adultery even though she
has become legally married to this second husband.

b. That only the death of her first husband makes her free to marry
another.

c. That she not only comumits adultery by entering a new marriage
relationship, but that she also continues to commit adultery by remain-
ing in that relationship.

2. Van Dyken contends in opposition to 47.
a. That a woman who is divorced from her husband hath no hus-
band and is therefore no longer bound to him by law.

b. That the second marriage was an act performed by the proper
‘authority, the State, which is a minister of God, and that God thereby
causes that marriage to stand and that to disregard God’s minister, the
State, in this respect is to disregard God. :

c. That the contention that a second marriage after unbiblical divorce
is a continuous living in adultery has not and cannot be proved from
the Word of God.

'd. That to require of this woman that she abrogate‘ the second mar-
riage is demanding an impossible sacrifice, makes her guilty of repeat-
ing the same sin, is contrary to the Word of God which designates
the leaving of the second husband and the return to the first an “abomi-
nation in the sight of the TLord (Deut 24)” and a sin which “would
greatly pollute the land (Jer. 3).”

e. That to require of this woman in case she cannot return to her
. former spouse to cease to live in the ordinary marriage relation with

her present spouse is unjust, liable to civil prosecution, and not proved
by any instance in all Scripture. :

3. Our evaluation:

The question is: Does Ground a, does Romans 7:1-3, sustain thP
first proposition? We observe the following:

a.. Romans 7:1-3 cannot be utilized to sustain the first proposition
" of ’47 because:

(1) The first proposition deals with an abnormal situation and an

“exception, while Romans 7 deals with normal situations in which
death only terminates the marriage and does not at all reckon with
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the possibility of exceptions. The reason that Paul is only interested
in the normal situation and cannot allow exceptions to enter in at this
point is the simple fact that he is using the reference to marriage as
an instance of a general law and for the specific purpose of illustrat-
ing the believer’s relation to the law. If at this point Paul should in-
troduce exceptions or abnormal situations, the whole issue he sought
to clarify would be hopelessly obscured and confused. The context
clearly shows the irrelevancy of Romans 7:1-3 to the question at hand.
The irrelevancy also appears from the significant fact that the sixty-
five page report of the Netherlands committee (Utrecht, 1923) which
was drawn up by J. H. Landwehr, A. Anema, H. Bavinck, H. Bouw-
man, F. W. Grosheide, J. Ridderbos, B. Van Schelven, and H. H.
Kuiper does not contain a single reference to Romans 7:1-3.

(2) The 1947 position is not based on Romans 7, but is based on.
a series of inferences ostensibly drawn from Romans 7 but which in
fact have no exegetical warrant. Where in Romans 7 is there any
proof for the abrogation of marriage which the first proposition de-
mands ? Where in Romans 7 is there any proof for the requirement to
return to the former marriage partner? Where in Romans 7 is there
the demand to cease to live in the ordinary marriage relation with the
present spouse? To ask these questions is to answer them with the
statement that Romans 7 does not sustain the first proposition of ’47.

b. Not only is there no proof in Romans 7 for the first proposition
of 47, but there is contrary proof in other passages of Scripture
which are directly relevant to the question at hand. Deut. 24:1-4 deals
specifically with the very person contemplated in the first proposition,
namely, one who obtained an unbiblical divorce and remarried. In the
Old Testament a woman who was guilty of adultery would be put to
death, — cf. Deut. 22:22, and therefore it is certain that the case en-
visaged in Deut. 24:1-4 deals with a woman who was unbiblically
divorced and remarried. Now the first proposition of 47 demands
that such a woman should abrogate the second marriage and return
to her former marriage partner, or, if-this be impossible, cease to live
with her second husband. But Deut. 24:4 specifically prohibits what
the Synod of '47 demands With respect to the return to the former
marriage partner we read: '

Her former husband who sent her away may not take her again to
be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is an abomination be-
fore Jehovah; and thou shalt not cause the land to sin which Jehovah
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance (Deut. 24:4).

¢. Proceeding from the law to the prophets, we read in Jer. 3:1:

They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him and
become another man’s, will he return unto her again? Will not that
land be greatly polluted?
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d. Moreover, the terms of the first proposition of '47 ignore the de
facto character of the divorce granted by the State, the minister of God,
in matters of marriage and divorce. This does not mean that the
Church is to accept unreservedly and uncritically any and every divorce

“granted by the State or allow the State to determine its policy and
ethics. By no means! But it does mean- that we shall have to reckon
with the facts in the light of the Word of God as did the committee
of the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland in their decision at Utrecht
in 1923 in which they maintained the following:

(1) That the Church has the right to pass judgment as to what are
to be considered legitimate grounds for divorce and remarriage and
that the Church must bring to the attention both of its membership
and the State the high demand of the Word of God.

(2) That the Church must in general recognize the right of the
State to grant a divorce and to remarry, but that situations may arise
in which the Church cannot recognize certain divorces and remar-
riages consummated by the State.

(3) That when the State grants an unbiblical divorce or sanctions
a prohibited marriage, the Church must stamp such actions of the
State as sinful deeds.

(4) But, that the demand that those thus joined in marriage are
to cease from living maritally with each other finds no sufficient war-
rant in the Scriptures, would impose a too heavy burden upon the
conscience, and would open the door for other and worse evils.

Conclusion: Our consideration of Ground ¢ is that Romans 7 does
not sustain the 1947 position and. that the first proposition of the
Synod of 1947 is contrary to the Word of God as set forth in Deut.
24 and Jer. 3 and in conflict with the divinely revealed obligation of

. the State as the mmlster of God (Rom. 13).

B. As o Ground b:
1. The Synod of 1947 quotes I Cor. 7:39.

A wife is bound for so long a time as her husband liveth; but if
the husband be dead, she is free to be married to whom she wﬂl only,
in the Lord.

It is contended that this is not as the case of Romans 7 a mere il-
lustration but pure didactic revelation with respect to marriage and.
that it re-emphasizes the truth expressed in Romans 7.

2. Van Dyken does not comment on this since he apparently felt
that what was said about Romans 7 applles with equal force to this
passage.

3. Our evaluation of this ground can be briefly stated. In this
ground the irrelavency of Romans 7 is in a measure acknowledged.
In any event 1947 {elt that Romans 7 could not stand alone but needed
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bolstering. Certain it is that I Cor. 7:39 adds nothing pertinent to
the sustaining of the first proposition of '47. It is ever less effective
than the alleged appeal to Romans 7 because in the very same chapter
(I Cor. 7) Paul specifically cites exceptions to this rule, notably in
I Cor. 7:11 in which Paul, led by the Holy Spirit, allows the wife
who departed from her husband to remain unmarried whereas the
first proposition of 47 demands a return to the former partner if pos-
sible. Paul presents the alternatives of either remaining unmarried or
of being reconciled. Another exception cited by Paul is listed in-I Cor.
7:15 in which the believing partner need not return to the unbeliev-
ing deserted while 1947 demands such a return if possible. But most
of all, there is nothing in I Cor. 7:39 which offers specific proof for
the demands of 1947 that:

a. An unbiblically divorced and remarried person must, if his for-
mer marriage partner is living, abrogate his latter marriage and re-
turn to his former marriage partner.

b. That such a person must cease to live in the ordinary marriage
relation with his\present spouse.

Those were the points to be proved and they have not beeen proved.
In v. 11 Paul allows a divorced person to remain unmarried and in
v.. 15 Paul not only allows the believer the right to accept the divorce
‘of the unbeliever but by implication allows such a believer who was
divorced to remarry.

Conclusion: 1T Cor. 7:39 does not/sustain the 47 position and is
contrary to 47 by virtue of the teaching of vv. 11 and 15.

C. As to Ground c:

1. 1947 quotes Proyerbs 28 13: ' :

He that covereth his transgressions shall not prosper; but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall obtain mercy.

2. Van Dyken holds this to be not to* the point since the penitent
parties do not cover their transgressions while 1947 demands the
penance of an unlawful sacrifice.

3. Our evaluation.

The alleged proof for the position of '47 is supposed to be found
in the word forsoketh and the implication is that as long as this per-
son is living maritally with his second mate he is not forsaking his
sin of adultery.

We observe the following: '

a. Marriage per se, unlike stealing and murder, is not sinful. Heb.
13:4 teaches that marriage is honorable among all. Hence, while one
guilty of theft or robbery must forsake the sin of theft or robbery, it
does not therefore follow that a person unbiblically divorced and re-
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‘married must forsake his second mate. Other grounds and better
ones will have to be adduced to cover the case at issue.

b. The Word of God prohibits the marriage of a believer with an
unbeliever in IT Cor. 6:14 (Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers).
Thus the entrance upon such a marriage must be adjudged sin in the
light of the Scriptures. But does a marriage begun in sin mean that
the continuance of that marriage is a living in continuous sin? Not

-at all; for in I Cor. 7:12-14 Paul teaches that a believer may not seek °
to dlssolve even such a marnage To say that this holds only in cases
of pre-Christian rnarnages is impertinent because marriage is a cre-
ational ordinance and is just as indissoluble for unbelievers as it is
for believers.

c. That a person who obtains an unbiblical divorce and remarries
may not abrogate that second marriage and seek to return to his for-
mer spouse or cease to live maritally with his present mate as 47 de-
mands is abundantly evident from the following:

(1) The fact that the unbiblical divorce though unbiblical is none-
theless an actual divorce, granted and decreed by the State, the min-
ister of God.

(2) The fact that the Lord in Matt. 19:6b (What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put asunder) though condemning
the unbiblical divorce, nonetheless recognizes the fact and - reality of
the divorce as did Moses in Deuteronomy 24.

(3) The fact that the unbiblically divorced person married another
which made him guilty of adultery and which adultery on the author-
ity of the Lord wholly warrants and effects dissolution of the first
marriage to such an extent that the innocent party is in no sense any-
more the husband of his former wife.

© (4) The fact that by his second marriage the guilty person has be-
come one flesh (cf. Matt. 19:6a) with his second mate establishes the
second marriage, the abrogation of which would be additional sin.

(5) The fact that the guilty person‘is therefore not at all the hus-
band of his first mate and is indeed before God the husband of his
second mate, proves that he would be greatly aggravating his guilt
were he to abrogate the second marriage; that he would add grievous
insult to injury were he to presume to impose himself upon his first
mate who is no longer in any sense his wife; and that he would be
guilty of delinquency were he to refuse to live maritally with his pres-
ent second mate who is in reality his wife.

d. In addition, we call attention to the fact that there is no warrant
in Prov. 28:13 and certainly not in the word 'forsaketh for extracting
from it any one of the demands of 1947. Where in this passage is
there any proof that the person described must abrogate his second
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marriage? Where is the proof that he must seek to impose himself
upon his first wife when as a matter of fact not a single consistory,
classis, or synod would have the right even to persuade this first wife
to receive him anew? And where in Prov. 28:13 is there any proof
for the demand that he cease to live maritally with his present wife
who is his real wife both by law and before God?

Conclusion: 'We conclude that it would be grievous sin if this per-
son would abrogate the second marriage; grievous sin if he should
resume to impose himself upon his first mate; and grievous sin if
he were to refuse to live maritally with his second mate. The only way
in which he could obey the injunction of Proverbs 28:13 is by not
doing any of the things demanded of him by ’47, — except of course,
confess his sins. '

D. As to Ground d.
This is not a ground but an unsupported assertion.

VII. 'CONSIDERATION OF THE SECOND PROPOSITION
OF 1947:

That a person who was divorced own account of his adultery and ve-
marries wust, if his former marriage partner is hiving, abrogate his
latter marviage and return to his former marriege partner, or, if this
be impossible, must cease to live in the ordinary marmage relationship
with his present spouse.:

We are tempted at this point to make no comment but to ask the
Synodical delegates to read carefully the above proposition and to re-
flect for a few moments! Such reflection will lead to the startling
question: Did the Synod of 1947 actually adopt such an amazing posi-
tion? How is it possible?

Here we have the unproved and unprovable hypothesis of continu-
ous adultery reduced to utter absurdity. Consider the following:

A, If a husband is divorced on account of his adultery without remar-
riage on his part, the original marriage is by the authority of the Word
of God wholly severed to such an extent that the innocent party has
the rlght to remarry. This is the accepted position which no one among
us calls into question. (Matt. 19.)

B. If, however, in addition to this d1v0rce on account of adultery'
the guﬂty party remarries, then, to be sure, the original marriage
doubly severed!

C. Under such conditions to demand return of the biblically divorcec
and remarried husband to his first wife, — who is no longer his wife
in any sense, —is utterly incomprehensible. The first wife might
conceivably after his sin of adultery in case he had not remarried
receive him back but let it be remembered that no consistory, classis,
or synod could ever demand of her that she take him back! But what
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shall we then say of the 1947 decision that asks for such a return
and reacceptance? Brother Van Dyken is absolutely correct in charg-
ing the 1947 Synod with a position that involves the committing” of
additional sins. The man sinned first in his adultery; then he got
married to another. Then Synod tells him to abrogate this second
marriage bond, — another sin; and then asks him literally to impose
_himself upon his former wife who is no longer his wife and to
seek remarriage with her. And in the event he does not succeed in doing
that which not a single consistory, classis, synod, or church could de-
mand that the former wife submit to, — namely, to re-establish the
first marriage after adultery, divorce, and remarriage, then he is bidden
to cease to live maritally with his present wife who is before the law
and God his real wife!

Synod should forthwith rescind this decision of 1947 because it is in
open conflict with the Word of God (Matt. 19:9) (Jer. 3:1) and be-
cause it substitutes for the Word of God the commandment of men.

VIII. CONSIDERATION OF THE THIRD PROPOSITION OF
1947:

That anyone interested in maintaining or seeking membership in the
church was ot the time of his sin in complete ignorance of the sin of
unbiblical divorce and remarriage or of the sin of adultery and re-
marriage and thot this. previous but no longer existing ignovance ex-
empts him from the requirements specified in the first and second
proposztwns

A. The grounds adduced by 1947 in support of the above proposition.

1. (a of 47 under.3) Passages from Scripture are mentioned to
show that the Lord does not accord the same treatment to those who
sinned without the law or who transgressed unknowingly as he does
to those who sinned under the law or who transgressed knowingly.

2. (b of 47 under 3) This ground exempts those who have sinned
in complete ignorance from the requirements imposed upon those who
sinned knowingly and adduces Bible proof to validate the position
that those who sinned in complete ignorance need not abrogate the
marriage bond or cease to live in the ordinary marital relations with
the present spouse.

3. (c under 3 of 49). This ground appeals to the existing Mission
Policy in our denomination which in the case of heathen couples ig-
nores former marriages and provides for a Christian confirmation of
the existing marriage irrespective of previous marriages.

B. The Van Dyken position respecting these grounds:

1. Van Dyken holds that this proposition of 47 (which he designates
Art. 3 of the 47 decisions) completely nullifies the reasoning of the
‘grounds adduced for Art. 2 of 1947,
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2. He holds that 1947 places a, premium upon ignorance and even
worse that Synod 1947 excuses willful ignorance.

3. He holds that no -one is really ignorant of the fundamental
laws of God respecting marriage nineteen hundred years after their
promulgation.

4. He maintains that this position prov1des a convenient loophole to
dodge the severe demands of Art. 2 of 47.

C. Our evaluation:

1. .For the convenience of the delegates we first present all the
Scripture passages adduced:

Luke 12:47, 48: And that servant, who knew his Lord’s will, and
made not ready, nor did according to his will, shall be beaten with
many stripes; but he that knew not, and did things worthy of stripes,
shall be beaten with few stripes. And to whomsoever much is given,
of him shall much be required; and to whom they commit much, of him
they will ask the more.

Luke 23:24: And Jesus said, Father, fo1g1ve them; for they know
not what they do.

Acts 3:17: And now, brethren, I know that in ignorance ye did it,
as did also your rulers.

Romans 2:12: For as many as have sinned without the law shall
also perish without the law; and as many as have sinned under the
law shall be judged by the law.

I Tim. 1:13: Though I was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor,
and injurious; howbeit I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief.

Acts 26:9: 1 vcr1ly thought with myself that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

Titus 1:6: If any man is blameless, the husband of one wife . . .

Eph. 5:7: Be not ye therefore partaker with them; 8 -— for ye were
once darkness, but are now light in the Lord; walk as children of light.

I Cor. 6:9-11: Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit
~ the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ; neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men,
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you; but
ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.

I Cor. 12:2: Ye know that when ye were Gentiles ye were led.
away unto those dumb idols, howsoever ye might be led.

2. Absolutely essential to the establishment of the third proposition
of 1947 is the proof that anyone interested in maintaining or seeking
membership in the Church was at the time of his sin of unbiblical
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divorce and remarriage or of adultery in COMPLETE IGNORANCE
of the sinfulness of these sins. Vain Dyken correctly holds that no one
is really ignorant of the fundamental laws of God respecting marriage.
nineteen hundred years after thelr promulgation. But when it is
remembered that the indissolubility and sanctity of marriage is a
creational ordinance and that as Paul teaches

For when the Gentiles that have not the law do by nature
the things-of the law, these, not having the law, are the law
unto thernselves; in that they show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness
therewith and their thoughts one with another accusing or
else excusing them (Romans 2:14, 15)
the conclusion is inescapable that we cannot hold to the thesis of
COMPLETE IGNORANCE even at the time of the sinning of the
persons envisaged in the report of 1947.

Now look again at the texts quoted. Does any one of them or do all
of them together establish the thesis of COMPLETE IGNORANCE?
The passages quoted do indeed reckon with the fact of previous ig-
norance but in not one case is this previous ignorance utilized to fur-
nish any warrant for continuing in the sins scored. The 1947 report
which insists upon the unproved and unprovable assumption of ‘con-
. tinuous adultery’ in Art. 2 actually legitimatizes ‘continuous adultery’
on the ground not of present but of past ignorance in Art. 3.

Luke 12 reveals the leniency of God but does not in any way give
countenance to continuing disobedience; Luke 23 does not furnish
warrant for continued opposition to the Christ; Acts 3 does not defend
the previous conduct of the hearers; Romans 2 tells us that they who
sinned without the law will perish with the law! I Tim. certainly
cannot mean that Paul would be justified in continuing to blaspheme !
Acts 2 does not mean that Paul could continue to do things contrary
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Titus 1 opposes polygamy. Eph.
5 exhorts the believers'to walk as children of light.

I Cor. 6 contrasts the state and.condition of the believers with their
previous wicked life as does also I Cor. 12. Not one nor all of these
passages prove the point they were to prove, namely, C omplete
Ignorance! Much less do they prove that one can continue in previous
sins! The 1947 report involved itself in an irreconcilable contradiction
when it included both Articles 2 and 3 and by that token sought to
impose a double standard of morality.

The above discussion does not mean that we subscribe to Art. 2 of
the 47 report which we do not. But it does mean that Art. 2 cannot
live with Art. 3. The two articles are in irreconcilable conflict with
each other. Although we heartily endorse that part of Art. 3:which
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holds that “The abrogation of the marriage-bond or cessation of mari-
tal relations shall not be demanded . . .”, we reject the ground of
complete ignorance upon which it was reared.

Conclusion.

Art. 3 of 47 (and therefore proposition three) contrad1cts Art. 2
"~ of 47 and is not substantiated by its alleged ground of complete
ignorance.

3. As to ground ¢ under 3 of 1947, we do not deem it necessarv
to discuss this ‘ground’ because it is an unsupported assertion, has but
relative value from the point of view of proof, and is wholly dependent
for its real force upon the previous considerations which have been

duly considered.

IX.- CO’NCLUSiONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.
A. CoNCLUSIONS.

1. We are convinced that the protest of brother Van Dyken should
in the main be sustained.

2, We are not prepared nor do we think that Synod is prepared
at this time to take over the overture at the close of brother Van -
Dyken’s protest- because its wording ought to be revised.

B. RECOMMENDATIONS.
1. We recommend that Synod rescind Article 2 of the 1947 report
because it has not been sustained and is contrary to the Word of God.

2. We recommend that Synod rescind Article 3 of the 1947 report
because it is not sustained, is contradictory, based on the erroneous
conception of complete ignorance, and introduces a double standard
of morality.

3. We recommend that Synod request the editors of The Banner
and De Wachter and writers in other periodicals current among us to
take up the discussion of this report and the subject of marriage and
divorce in general so that we may by this means arrive at a communis
opimio on this tmportant matter.

4, We recommend that Synod appoint a committee to report in
1953 to prepare a series of resolutions embodying the Scriptural
and Reformed position which should govern our churches in the mat-
ter of readmitting divorced and remarried persons.

5. We recommend that Mr. Peter L. Van Dyken be given a copy
of the decisions of Synod 1952 relative to this report.

Respectfully submitted,
J. Daang
G.. HoExsema
P. Horwerpa
J WEIDENAAR
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MINORITY REPORT
Synod of 1951.
EsTEEMED BRETHREN: '

HE mandate of your committee is found in the Acts of Synod,

1948, p. 83: “that Synod appoint a committee to study this protest
with the instruction to furnish the 1949 Synod with an answer to
this protest.” The duty of your committee, therefore, is to study the
protest of Mr. Peter L. Van Dyken — a document contesting article 2
and 3 of the 1947 Synodical decisions on Divorce and Remarriage —
and to furnish Synod with an answer to this protest. The committee has
not been charged to study the 1947 decision with a view of revising it
nor to present its critique of the 1947 decision; but rather the com-
mittee has been charged to study the objections of Mr, Van Dyken to
determine whether or not they are valid and then to furnish Synod
with positive advice on the basis of the study which has been made.
Since we find ourselves unable to agree with the majority of the
committee we humbly ask for synodical consideration of this minority
report.

Tue Drcision oF 1947
In order to have the matter clearly before us we must review the

synodical decision of 1947. We here quote articles 2 and 3 of this
decision since these only are involved in the protest. (See Majority
Report where articles 2 and 3 are printed in full.)

THE VAN DYKEN PROTEST

Over against the above position of 1947 we must place the Van
Dyken protest. (See Majority Report.)

ANALYSIS AND STUDY OF PROTEST OF MR. Van DyYKEN

The entire committee agrees that the protest of Mr. Van Dyken
may be broken down into three major propositions and their support-
ing argumentation. In the following study we shall examine these
- propositions.

I. The first contention of Mr. Van Dyken is that the second article’
of the 1947 Synodical decision on Divorce and Remarriage “is con-
trary to the rule and authority of God as duly manifested by the
representative of His justice in the realm of the natural life and of
common grace, namely the civil government or the state.” It is stated
that the synodical decision ‘“altogether ignores, disregards, and by-
passes said authority.”

In supporting his argument Mr. Van Dyken contends that “marriage
is a divine institution governed by the representative of God’s justice
in the realm of the natural and civil life, our civil government.” While
the protest admits that “the State has recognized too many grounds
for undoing a union which was claimed to be unendurable,” it insists
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that  “whatever marriage tie the State does dissolve, it is ‘put asunder’
before God and man and must be recognized as such.” Likewise, it is
argued, “the State has the right to marry previously divorced parties
to a third party, establishing a second marriage . . . This second
marriage must be considered a bona-fide marriage, which, as such,
must be respected by every citizen . . . It is the duty of the Church
to abide by and recognize as valid that which has been done.”

The majority of the committee has stated its agreement with the

position of Mr. Van Dyken by deciding “that the state has God-given
authority to license marriage, and-also to sever the tie of marriage in
case of adultery, and even when the state divorces parties on-grounds
not approved by God’s Word, nevertheless the tie is actually severed
before God and man.” With this position of the committee the under-
signed is not able to agree.
- It is our purpose at this point, therefore, to set forth our appraisal
of the first proposition of the Van Dyken protest. First of all, we may
limit the differences by stating the areas of agreement. We are, of
course, in agreement with Mr. Van Dyken that the state is a minister
of God, as the Scripture clearly teaches. We furthermore agree that it
is a legitimate and proper exercise of the civil government to regulate
_ the institution of marriage and divorce. We also agree that Article
2 of the 1947 Synodical decision on divorce demands of some persons
—those who have been divorced on grounds less than adultery and
who have remarried —a course of action which may bring them into
legal involvements, and may demand a course of action contrary to
the demands of the state. We further agree that when the state grants
a divorce there is a certain part of the marriage tie — the right of
marital cohabitation — which is actually severed before God and man.:
Having stated these areas of agreement, the question arises as to the
extent and nature of the authority of the state, and how it relates to
the matter of divorce and remarriage.

We believe that the position of Mr. Van Dyken and the majority of
the committee with respect to the authority of the State is altogether
too broad. The position fails to delimit properly the extent and mature
of the anthority of the state. We wish to make the following comments

on the position of Mr. Van Dyken and of the majority report.

" 1. The sweeping position taken by brother Van Dyken and the
majority of the committee makes the state the final authority in matters
of morality as well as of legality. The right of the Church to warn ~
those who are living immorally within the framework of the laws
of the state is called an infringement upon the authority of the state.
However, the moral judgments of the Church must be based upon the
precepts of Scripture, and judgments so reached must be adhered to
regardless of the enactments of the state. The Word of God, not the
state, must be our final authority on moral relationships..
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2. The protest fails to observe that there is a great deal of difference
between the righteous and unrighteous acts of the state. The con-
tention is made that even in the case of the latter, what the state has
done must be recognized as morally valid both before God and man.
However, the contention that the state is the minister of God assumes
that the state obeys the will of God. This is integral to the argument
of Romans 13, the key passage of the Scripture on this subject. We
read, “For rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil.” |
When the state condones or demands sin, we may say that in that
particular act the State has ceased to function as a minister of God.

The question now arises: must the Church and the Christian citizen
continue to obey and esteem the state as God’s minister in matters
in which the state condones or demands that which is sinful ? In Calvin’s
Commentary on Romans, (p. 478); the editor, the Rev. J. Owen, notes
re Romans 13:1 — “Grotius qualifies this obedience by saying, that it
_should not extend to what is contrary to the will of God.” (Calvin him-
self states on the passage (p. 479) that “tyrannies and unjust exercise
of power . .. are not an ordained government.” Dr. Charles Hodge
_relates the question of the state’s authority to the matter of divorce
when he writes, “The legitimate power of the state in all these matters
is limited by the revealed will of God. It can make nothing an im-
pediment to marriage which the Scriptures do not declare to be a
bar to that union. It can make nothing a ground of dissolving the
marriage contract which the Bible does not make a valid ground of
divorce. . . . It is a violation of the principles of civil and religious
liberty for the state to make its will paramount to the will of God”
(Systematic Theology, Vol. 111, p. 378).

2. Let us note that the Synodical decision of 1947, insofar as it
deals with unbiblical divorce and subsequent remarriage, deals with
instances in which our church contends that the state has violated its
authority by actions which are contrary to God’s revealed will. The
Van Dyken décument erroneously assumes that the Church must
under such cir¢umstances respect the ‘enactments of the state as having
divine sanction. Mr. Van Dyken writes: “Since that action was taken
by the proper authority, by the state which is the minister of God, God
Himself thereby causes that marriage to stand. To disregard God’s
minister in this respect is to disregard God.”

3. The protest fails to recognize the fact that the Church and its
members sometimes have not only the right but the duty of disobeying
the state. The Scripture is replete with cases in which the saints have
disobeyed the state when the rulers commanded what was contrary to
the moral law of God. Think, for instance, of Daniel and his three
friends. Or think of Peter and the apostles who said in faith, “We
~must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
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4. The position of Mr. Van Dyken and of the majority report is
in direct conflict with the teaching of Scripture. The contention is
made that whenever the state grants a divorce — even on grounds not
recognized in the Bible — “the tie is actually severed before God and
man.” If this be true, then Christ must have been in error when He
said, “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for fornication, and
shall marry another, committeth adultery: and he that marrieth her
when she is- put away committeth adultery” (Matthew 19:9). Inm
other words, we would call attention to the fact that if in every case
of divorce’ the tie of marriage is completely severed before God and