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PREFACE

The Agenda for the Synod of 1952 contains the re-
ports of standing and study committees appointed by
previous Synods, overtures of various Classes and
Consistories, and the notification of appeal

On Tuesday evening, June 10, at 7:45 o’clock, D.V.,

a special Prayer Service for Synod will be held in the

Broadway Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan. This churcch is located at 1142 Broad-

~ way Avenue, in the northwest section of the city of
* Grand Rapids. The Rev. Henry Baker, pastor of

the Auburn Park church of Chicago, and president of
the Synod of 1951, will preach the sermon and lead
in special prayer.

. On Wednesday June 11, at 9:30 a.m., the delegates
to Synod will meet in the auditorium of the main
building of Calvin College. Rev. H. Baker will for-
mally open the first session of Synod with an appro-
priate address, lead in devotions and serve as chair-

“man until Synod is duly constituted.

On the preceding Sunday, June .8, our pastors and
congregations are urgently requested to remember the
forthcoming sessions of Synod in their intercessory
prayers.

' R. J. Danuor, Tu.D.

: : I Stated Clerk

944 Neland Ave., S.E.
Grand-Rapids 7, Michigan, U.S.A.

P.S. Delegates to Synod are kindly requested to
bring their copy of the Agenda to Synod.
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Reports

- REPORT NO. 1

COMMITTEE ON VAN DYKEN PROTEST
Majority Report

' REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE MANDATED BY THE SYNOD

. OF 1948 TO.STUDY THE PROTEST OF MR. PETER L. VAN
DYKEN AGAINST THE DECISIONS OF THE, K SYNOD OF
' 1947 CONCERNIN G THE MEMBERSHIP OF DIVORCED AND
‘ ' REMARRIED PERSONS.

1. MANDATE

E WERE appomted by the Synod of 1948 to study the Van
Dyken protest and to furnish Synod with an answer to this
protest (Cf. Acts of Synod 1948, Art. 125, page 83).

- II. Tue DecisioNs oF THE SyNob or 1947 AGAINST WHICH VAN
DykeN ProrTesTs.

We reproduce in full only the two points of the position of the
Synod of 1947 against which Mr. Van Dyken directs his protest.
These are points 2 and 3: .

2. With respect to any person who has obtained an unblbhcal divorce
or who was divorced as a result of his own adultery, and who, being
guilty of either sin, subsequently remarried, Synod declares that: unless
it can be proved to the satisfaction of the con51story that such a person
committed these sins while living in complete ignorance of the teaching .
of the Word of God concerning the sinfulness of divorce and re-
marriage, he cannot during the life-time of his former wife (or she .
cannot during the life-time of her former husband) be a member of "
the church, unless, in addition to confessing his guilt before the con-
sistory, he manifests his' genuine repentance not only by means of a
godly conduct in general but also and specifically by his return to the
former mai'riage partner, if this be possible, or, if it be impossible, by
means of ceasing to live (in the ordinary marrlage—relatlonshlp) with
his present spouse.

Grounds:

A. With respect to those who have sinned against better knowledge

. Scrlpturc declares in Rom. 7:1-3: “The woman that hath a husband

is bound by law to the husband while he liveth; but if the husband
die she is discharged from the law of rher husband. So then, if, while
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: the husband liveth, she be joined to another man, she shall be called
an adulteress . . .”

 From this passage it is clear that if, at any time while her husband
is still alive, this woman be living with another man, she is living in
adultery even though she has become legally married to this second
“husband. Only the death of her (first) husband makes her free to
marry another. Surely, if she- commit adultery by entering a new
marriage-relationship, she also commits adultery by remaining in that -
relationship.

~ b. In T Cor. 7:39 we read: “A wife is bound for so long a time as-
_her husband liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is frée to be married
to whom she will; only in the Lord.” While it is sometimes erroneously
- argued that Rom. 7:1-3 has no value as proof inasmuch as the apostle
uses it as an illustration, the present passage, I Cor. 7:39, is not an
_illustration but pure didactic revelation with respect to marriage. Th«.
passage re-emphasizes the truth expressed in Rom. 7. :

¢. Prov. 28:13 does not leave open to doubt the fact that those who
‘have wilfully transgressed should not only confess but also forsake
their sin. The passage reads as follows: ‘“He that covereth his trans-
gressions -shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them
shall obtain mercy.’

d. This position is in accordance with the ofﬁcxal pronouncement  of
every. orthodox denomiriation in our country which has drawn up
resolutions anent this question. Unless, by solid arguments, those who

disagree with it can prove that it is incorrect, the church should cling
to it both in theory and in practice.

Adopted. For additional grounds, see pt. 3f..

3. The abrogation of the marriage-bond or cessation of marital
relations shall not be demanded of those who committed the aforesaid
sins while living in the state of complete ignorance of the teaching of
the Word of God concerning the sinfulness of divorce and remarriage.

Grounds: :

a. It would be contrary to the express teaching of Scripture to
accord the same treatment to those who have sinned without the law
as to those who have sinned under the law; to those who have trans-
gressed knowingly as to those who have transgressed unknowingly :
see Lk 12:47, 48; 23:34; Acts 3:17; Rom. 2:12; I Tim. 1:13; cf
Acts 26:9. .

b. While Scripture clearly instructs us that the continuation of
polygamy cannot be tolerated in a heathen who -comes to conversion,
Tit. 1:6, it nowhere teaches that such a convert must reject his present
wife in case there has been a previous marriage, or that he must cease -
to live with her in the ordinary relationship of marriage. On. the

B



T et P Tt i PP T i o e ST O e 1

B e e PRI W S

»

contrary, the apostle states: “Ye were once darkness, but are now

‘light in the Lord: walk as children of light,” Eph. 5:7; also, “Be not

deceived, neither fornicators . . . nor adulterers . . . nor abusers of .
themselves with men . . . shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such
were some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but
ye were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the
Spirit of our God,” I Cor. 6:9-11. In this connection it must be
borne in mind that the church at Corinth consisted primarily of recent
converts from the Gentiles; see I Cor. 12:1: “Ye know that when ye
were Gentiles ye. were led away unto those dumb 1dols, howsoever ye
might be led.”

c. This principle is also in harmony with the Mission Policy of our
denomination: when a heathen couple is brought from darkness to
light, a Christian confirmation of the marriage takes place. Former
marriages are ignored. Before the church has a right to abandon this
policy opponents should prove that it is contrary to Scr1pture

Adopted.

III. Tuae Van DYKEN PrROTEST AGAINST 2 AND 3 ABOVE OF THE
SyNoD or 1947.

- ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The Synod of 1947 has made some important decisions in regard
to the question whether and how persons unbiblically divorced and
subsequently married to another party can be admitted or re-admitted

‘to church membership.

The traditional p051t1on which had been maintained in general, and
which was embodied in a statement made by the 1908 Synod, which.
prohibited admittance or re-admittance of persons as above-mentioned,
has been declared untenable. In its stead the Synod of 1947 has de-
cided that such party or parties can be admitted or re-admitted upon

 certain_conditions.

‘ These conditions are descrlbed in: “The Report of the Advisory
- Committee concerning the Re-admission of divorced and remarried

Persons,” which “Report” was adopted in full by the 1947 Synod.

The principle adopted and the position taken are embodied in Art. 2
of said “Report " (Art. 3 bemg the elaboratlon of an exccptlve clause,

- contained in Art. 2.)

Concerning this ‘position’ Synod declares that “the Church should

_cling to it, both in theory and in practice, unless by solid arguments

those who disagree with it can prove that it is incorrect.” For which
reason any member of the Christian Reformed Church has the right to
protest the posmon taken by the Church, if he is in disagreement

" with said position, provided that such d1sagreement must be of a

major and intensive nature and prov1ded that “‘solid arguments” (both
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scrtptural and otherwise) must be put forth to. ‘support such. dlS- .
agreement

.“Whereas I have repeatedly by overture and protest (1936, 1945, .
. 1946 and 1947) advocated a position which differs radlcally from the
~ position taken by the Church in Synod 1947, and-

- Whereas I am still of the same opinion in this important matter I
cons1der it my privilege and my duty to protest to the Synod of 1948
against the pos1t10n” of the Church taken in 1947, on the ground that
it is both- wrong in principle and impossible of execution, which pro-
test I shall endeavor to substantiate by the following:

Objections to Art. 2 of the Advisory Report, adopted by Syncd
(without exceptive clause which will be taken up under: Objections to
Art. 3.)

" I. The synodical decision is conitrary to the rule and authority of
" God as duly manifested by the representative of His justice in the realm
of the natural life and of common grace, namely the Civil Govers-
ment or the State, It (the decision) altogether ignores, disregards and
by-passessaid authority.

This complete disregard of the Church for the authority of the State
. in its own proper territory is one of the main issues of this controversy
-and should therefore be properly exposed.

a. Marrlage or the married state was ordained by God at the time
_ of creation. It was instituted when man was still in the state of in-
nocence for the natural life of man on earth and for the propagation”
‘of the human race. Though after the fall grievously marred by sin,
it has not changed in essence. It is still a divine institution and is in
“its various relations to the common life of man governed by the
representative of God’s justice in .the realm of the natural and civil
life, our Civil Government.

Marriage is a sacred institution, because it is divinely ordained and
for no other reason. The demand to keep its relations sacred is to all
" races and classes alike. Being one of the greatest gifts of God to
man, it is for that same reason more marred by sin than any other
human relation. Yet the integrity of marriage has been preserved to
this extent, that nowhere in the world (neither in civilized nor in un-
civilized countries) mere co-habitation is considered a marriage.
Though customs and rules greatly vary, always a certain definite legal
sanctwn is necessary to establish a marriage.

This is also clearly shown by the Old Testament custom of kings
and rulers to have besides their legal wives, also concubines with
whom they had intercourse and by whom they had children, but which
did not have the status of the wife, neither were their children consid-
ered heirs of the father.
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“b. To advocite that we should ignore and disregard the action: of
.-the State in this matter of marriage and divorce and re-marriage is to
promote and create chaos. To ignore the authority of the State means
that you have no authority left. And. this is exactly what the Christian
'Reformed Church' of today demands of persons who have committed
the sins of divorce and re- marriagé but who have come to repentance
and have acknowledged théir sxns before God and would acknowledge
" them before the Churuch. ,

The Church requires specifically ’fhat the order of God enacted by
the State as his minister be altogether ignored or dxsregarded The
Church demands to add more and similar sins to the ones committed
before, in order to prove the sincerity of repentance. -

" ¢. The contention that a second }harriage (after unbiblical divorce)
is a continuous living in adultery has not been and cannot be proven
_ from the Word of God, nor from actual life.

Rom. 7 says that “a woman that hath on husband is bound by the
law to her husband as long as he liveth.” But a woman who is divorced
from her husband hath no husband. For which reason she is no more
bound to him. Yet, because of the sin of the divorce, neither the man,
nor the woman has the moral right to marry a third party, though
legally they have. And if this second marriage (by legal authorization
- and legal action) has become an established fact, its integrity cannet
be questioned. Since that action was taken by the proper authority, '
by the State which is the minister of God, God Himself thereby causes
that marriage to stand. To disregard_ God’s minister in this respect
is to disregard God.

Does the State err in the actions wh:ch it has taken in regard to
divorce and re-marriage, it is responsible to God for them and to us as

- constituency. Would we prohibit the State from issuing divorces on

. vgrounds which are contrary to the Scriptures it becomes our duty as
Christian citizens in a Christian nation to protest through the proper
channels and to endeavor to have the laws’ concerning divorce changed
We cannot tell what a united Christian' group can do. Certain it is that
the State does not promote the divorce of families. Much rather it
would promote the sanctity of marriage. If the State allows too ma.riy
grounds for divorce it is because of the "hardness of ‘our hearts

in the days of Moses. -

~ d. There is no direct command in Scrlpture that the civil govern—
ment must unite in marriage, or if necessary dissolve them. 1t must
be inferred from the institution itself at the time of creation, and
from various places where mention of marriage is made. God speaks

- in Gen. 2:24: “Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother and

. cleave unto his wife.” ~This indicates man to be the aggressive party
who seeks the wife, - S T -
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" The bride was given in marriage by her father who evidently re-

ceivéd a dowry of the bridegroom which two actions consummated the

ceremony and made the marriage an established fact. Examples of

these are quite numerous in the O. T. Scriptures. The laws regulating

marriage and divorce were contained in the civil laws of the children
of Israel. And the various difficulties were to be governed by the
.elders of the people. (Deut. 22 and 24)

- It s necessary to get a Scrlptural ‘background in order to firmly
establish the fact that marrlage is a civil institution and not an ec-
clesiastical one. No mention is ever made of 1t being a priestly office
to perform the marriage rite. :

~ No change has been made about this matter in the N. T. dlspensa-
tion. The presence of Jesus and his disciples at the wedding in Cana
proves the «divine sanctioning of the married state and of the cere-
. monies connected with the establishing of it.
jesus furthermore confirms the rule established at the creation penod
saying that any deviation therefrom was done becatise of the hardness
of.the heart. I do not know of any other mention of the marriage rite.
. It is possibly due to the gradual usurpation or attempted usurpation
of all earthly (civil) power by the Roman Catholic Church- that the
marriage solemnization was transferred from the civil magistrate to
the. ecclesiastical powers. And Rome persevered in that direction until
it.had made marriage a sacrament.

4. Have the Protestants been altogether cleansed from that Roman -
Ieaven? In name we have. We no longer call marr1age ‘a sacrament.
But to concede that there is nothing ecclesiastical in'a marriage a
-great many are not ‘ready to do.

“In England the Established Church had most to say about marriage
and divorce laws until recent times. In the Netherlands the marriage
is properly performed by the civil authorities. Yet it is hardly con-
sidered bindiag or complete, except the church confirm said action,
which in itself was perfectly legal and complete. This confirmation is
‘entirely superfluous, adds nothing to the sanctity .of the marriage, and"
is dearly an after effect of Roman Churchology.

- In the United States marriage laws are very inadequately defined.
Very properly the State issues a'marriage license to parties seeking to
be united in said rélationship. But tymg the knot is equally binding, if
~ performed by a civil judge or by a minister of an established church.
And this rests more on a consensus of opinion and a trdditional custom
than on a clearly defined law. It is greatly to be desired that we.have
a well-defined federal law in regard to this important institution.

. All States have some laws prohibiting the marriage of parties too -
closely related. Also, in all the States, bigamy and- polygamy are for-

8
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bidden. No one can enter upon 2 sécond marriage except the first mate

be dead or a divorce be granted to sever the first marriage relations.

1. Which brings us to the important. problem of the divorce, the
tate of which at the present day is alarming. Jesus says that a marriage
“should not be put asunder,” except in the case of fornication. Every

" other separatlon, therefore, is sin and to marry a d1v0rcee is also sin

‘except in the one case as mentioned.

But the Civil Government does not concern itself. w1th the relation
between God and man as embodied in the first table of the Law, except
in the manner ‘in which it would effect the other miembers of Society.
But the civil law concerns itself with the regulation of human relations,
as expressed in the second table of the Law, on which, in most civilized
nations, it is generally and basically founded. In. this category belong

.also the relations of marriage and divorce.

And looked at from this angle we need not wonder that the State
has recognized too many grounds for undoing a .union: which wa$
claimed to be unendurable. It is “for the hardness:of.our hearts.”
Nevertheless, whatever marriage tie the State does:dissolve, it is “‘put
asunder” before God and man and must be recognized as such.

On the same grounds .the State has the right to marry, previously
divorced parties to a third party, estabhshmg a second marriage. For
the same reason this second marriage must be considered a bona-fide
marriage, which as such, must be respected by every . citizen of the
United States.’

- Ours, as citizens, the duty to try and prevent these soc1a1 evils; also

_ours, as citizens and members of the Church, the duty to_abide by
- and recognize as valid that which has been done.

- g Must we as a’ Church condoné these evils in parties who would
become members of the Church, who without repentance of those deeds
try to justify the evils which they 'have committed on the ground that
they were legally performed? Not at all.:

No sinner trying to justify whatever sin on whatsoever ground,
can become a member of the Church, but is excluded from the kmgdom
of heaven.

But if by the grace of God, in the heart the sin of d1vorce and re-

" marriage is admitted, if sincere sorrow for them is publicly expressed,

then by this, God’s Name and Law is honored and sanctified, “Then
will I teach transgressors thy ways and sinners shall be converted
unto thee” (David in Ps. 51). David says moreover: “Thou desirest
not sacrifice; else would I give it. The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thot wilt not despise.”
But the Christian Reformed Church demands a sacrifice, and such

* as is impossible to bring. The parties in second marriage are bound by

, vows before God and man, which cannot be broken without adding

( .
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sin. to sin.. The irony of the synodical. decision.is that a sincere re

pentance from sins must be 'shown: by a repetition of those same sins; - -

I1. Art. 2 of the synodical decision i5 as much:against thé revealed
will of God in Scripture as it is against the civil law. For a woman to .
leave a second husband and to return to a first mate is ““abomination .
in the sight of God” (Deut. 24) which “would greatly pollute the

“land” (Jer. 3). Yet this is what the Church demands: It may not be
wrong for a man, after death of a second wife, to re- ma.rry the first
wife, provided she had remained unmarried.

A separation of bed and board is equally unjust’ and would be habl
to civil prosecution by:ithe party which was left. Neither is there one
instance found:in all‘Scripture where such.a procedure is commanded
or indicated:The passage from Prov. 28:13 is not at all to the point.
The penitent parties would: openly confess their sins (and not cover
them). But the Church.demands the penance of an unlawful sacrifice.
Art. 2 of the Report. breathes the nature of acceptance in the Church
on payment of debt. Thé blood of Christ has cleansed from the sins

- committed, and the normal marriage relationship is not a sin. Therefore;

to live holily in the present marriage prowves the sincerity of repentance.

CIIT It is regrettable that the wording of an important decision s
contained in Art. 2 is so extremely vague and madequate Only one
sentence for such an important decision.  What is the meaning of the
clause: “if this be possible” (to retiurn to former marriage partner)?
There can so many possibilities or impossibilities be read info this
clause -that in nearly every concewable case it can be used. e1ther for ‘
or against. - ‘

OBJ’):CTIONS TO ART 3 OF THE ADVISORY REPORT

1 Art. 3, whu:h is an claboranon of the exceptlve clause, con-
tained in Art. 2, completely nulhﬁes the reasonmg and assumed grounds
_of the main thrust of Art. 2. :

Art.-2. would exclude from the church and. consequently from -
/ heaven, those who,” havmg sinned against better knowledge, and now
being penitent, refuse to sever present marital relations. But if some
. one has committed those same sins and is, above all this, guilty of a
- willful i ignorance of the fundamental laws of God, he can be exempted
* from severing relationship. For him the doors of the Church and of
Heaven will be open. Which causes ignorance to be counted an excuse
for sin. In the one case, sin must be' punished (though repented ofgs
in the other, sin is excused because of a guilty ignorance.

- II. Besides, who are there in these United States that are so gy rant
of. the fundamental law of God concerning marriage that they do not
know that.it.is a sin to.break a marriage? Was not the vow for life,
“till death them do part”? That the sacredness of marriage has become
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"a by-word, is not because of .ignorance, but becatise 6f selfishriess 6F

sinful desires, or for whatever other reasons thére may be. Tt is an
ignoring of God’s laws, but not ignorance, in regard to them.

IIL. Art. 3 forms a convenient loophole to dbdge the severe demands

“of Art. 2. This is proven by the action of the synod of 1945, which

permitted the family in the 1st Cicero church to become members, not
alone on the ground of penitence, but on the ground that said family
was, to a large extent, ignorant of the importance of their sins. This
in spite of the fact that said family had confessed to be fully aware
of the greatness of their sins at the time they were committed. Thus
Synod would cut the heart out of a sincere confesswn and. .mbstztute
tolerance.

"IV. The grounds mentioned for the position taken in Art: 3 under

“A” contrasts those who sinned without the law to those who have
sinned under the low. | :

. This is a revelsmg of - scrlptural ev1dence If it could be said of
those living in a heathen nation at the time of that writing that they
sinned without the law, certainly it cannot be said of people living in
a Christian nation nineteen hundred years after those words were
written. No ignorance of the sacredness of marriage is excusable now.

* k% k% -
In the hope that the above named objections against the decisions

“of 1947 will be duly considered and that the vahdlty of said. Ob]CCtIOI’lS
~ be recognized,

I would now submit to the Synod of 1948 to repeal thé decisions of.
1947, as embodied in Arts. 2 and 3 of the above named report and in

" its stead adopt the following:

In regard to persons, divorced from former mamage partner and’
subsequently married ‘to a $econd party, who ackiowledge the great-
ness ‘of their sins, who would confess their sins before God and the
Church, who would promise and endeaVOr to live: holily in the present
married state,

Synod 1948 expresses’ as 1ts opinion, that above named party or.
parties can be admitted or re-admitted to full church mémbership, if
the sincerity of their repentance has been proven by a godly 11fe and
conduct especxally in their present marital relation.”

By opening the doors of the Church to penitént sinners as above

- described, God’s much more aboundmg grace has gained the victory

over abounding sin. As- there is joy in-heaven over.one sinner that -
repents so there is joy in the Church when a sheep that had gone ,
astray is again added to the fold

Respectfully submitted,
R]pon California ‘ PeTER L. VAN Dykey,
December, 1947, R
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IV | CASE ANALYSIS OF OUR CURRENT POSITION AS
ADOPTED BY THE SYNOD OF 1947.

In order that the delegates to Synod may have a clear picture of
the actual decisions of 1947 against which Mr. Van Dyken protests,
we are restating the decisions of 1947 in terms of concreté cases.

Case No. 1
‘A. CIRCUMSTANCE. .
Mr. B. is not in complete 1gnorance of the sinfulness of unbiblical
divorce and remarriage.
~ B. Sin. .
Mr. B. obtains an unb1b]1cal dworce from Mrs. B. and marrled C

‘C. ADMITTANCE.
Mzr. B. can be a member of the Church prov1ded

1. He confess his sins of unbiblical divorce and remarriage, and

2. if Mrs. B. is living, he abrogate the marriage bond with C. and
return to Mrs. B., or if this be impossible, he cease to-live in the ordi-
nary marriage- relationship with C, :

Case No. 2

A. CIRCUMSTANCE.

“Mr. D. is not in'complete ignorance of the sinfulness of adultery.

B. Sin,
"Mr. D. commits adultery and is dlvorced by Mrs. D. and subse-
quently marries E. , .

C. ADMITTANCE.
Mr. D. can be a member of the Church provided:

1. He confess his sins of adultery and remarriage, and

. 2. if Mrs. D. is living, he abrogate the marriage bond with E. and
return to Mrs. D., or, if this i1s impossible, he cease to live in the ordi-
nary marriage’ relatlonsh1p w1th E.

Case No. 3
A. CIRCUMSTANCE.
~ Mr. F. is in complete ignorance of the sinfulness of unbiblical

- divorce and subsequent remarriage.

B. Sin.
" Mr. F. obtains an unbiblical divorce from Mrs. F. and marries G.

C. ADMITTANCE.

Mr. F. can be a member of the Church provded he confess h1s sins
of unbiblical divorce and remarriage, but he need not abrogate the
marriage bond with G.

—_12—
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Case No 4 ,

A. CIRCUMSTANCE.

Mr, H. is in complete ignorance of the smfulness of adultery.

B. Smw

Mr. H. commits adultery and is dworced by Mrs. H. and marries 1.

C. ADMITTANCE.

Mr. H: can be a member of the Church provided he confess his sins
of adultery and remarriage,” but he need not abrogate the marriage
bond with 1.

- V. CASE ANALYSIS OF THE POSITION OF MR. VAN

DYKEN AS SET FORTH IN HIS PROTEST.
As to Case No. 1 Van Dyken accepts A, B, C, and 1 but he rejects 2.

As to Case No. 2 Van Dyken accepts A, B, C, and 1 but he rejects 2. '

As to Case No. 3 Van Dyken accepts B and C but he rejects A.

As to Case No. 4 Van Dyken accepts B and C but he rejects A.

In consideration of the Van Dyken protest we can ignore the large
areas of agreement but we must focus our attention on the areas of
disagreement. From the above analysis it appears that brother Van

Dyken protests against the following propositions of the Synod of
1947. =

FirsT ProPosiTioN oF '47: That a person who obtains an unbibli-
cal divorce and remarries must, if his former marriag€ partner is liv-
ing, abrogate his latter marriage and return to his former marriage
partner, or, if.this be impossible, must cease to live in the ordinary
marriage relationship with his present spouse.

SecoND ProrosrtioN oF '47: That a person who was divorced on
account of his adultery and remarries must, if his former marriage
partrier is living, abrogate his latter marriage and rfeturn to his former
marriage partner, or, if this be impossible, must cease to live in the
ordinary marriage relationship with his present spouse.

Trirp ProrosiTion or *47: That anyone interested in maintaining
or seeking membership in the Church was at the time of his sin in
complete ignorance of the sins of unbiblical divorce and remarriage
or of the sins of adultery and remarriage; and that this previous but
no longer existent ignorance exempts him from the requirements spe-
cified in the first and second propositions stated above.

VI. CONSIDERATION OF THE FIRST PROPOSITION,
NAMELY: -

That a person who obtains an unbiblical divorce and remarries must, .

if his former marriage partner is living, abrogate his latter marriage

and return to his former marriage partner' or if this be impossible,

- must cease to hive in the ordmary marmage relationship with his pres-

ent spouse.
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. A. Ground a of Synod 1947.

1. Romans 7:1-3 is quoted: '

The woman that hath a husband is bound by law to the husband
while he liveth; but if the husband die she is discharged from the law
of her-husband. So then, if while the husband liveth, she is _]omed to
another man, she shall be called an adulteress. .

“Ori the basis of this passage, 1947 teaches:

a. That if at any time while her husband is still alive, 'thlS worman
be living with another man, she is living in adultery even though she
has become legally married to this second husband. . :

" b. That only the death of her first husband makes her free to marry

. another.

- ¢ That she not only commits adultery by entering a new marr1agc
relatmns}np, but that she:also continues to commit adultery by remain-
ing in that relationship.

2. Van Dyken contends in opposition -to 47.
“"a: That-a woman who is divorced from her husband hath no- hus
band andis therefore no longer bound to him by law.

b. That the second marriage was an act performed by the proper
authority, the State, which is a minister of God, and that God thereby
causés that marriage to stand and that to dlsregard God’s minister, the
State, in this respect is to disregard. God.:

" ¢. That the contention that a second marriage after unbiblical divorce.
is a continuous living' in’ adultery has not and cannot be proved from
the Word of God.

:»d. That to require of this woman that she abrogate the second mar-
riage is demanding an impossible sacrifice, makes her guilty of repeat-
ing the ‘same sin, is contraty to the Word of God which désignates
the leaving of the second husband and the return to the first an “abomi-
nation in the sight of the Lord" (Deut 24)” and a sin which “would
greatly pollute the land (Jer. 3).”

" e. That to require of this woman_ in case she cannot return to her
former spouse to cease to live in the ordinary marriage relation with
her present spouse is unjust, liable to'civil prosecution, and not proved
by any instance in all Seripture. :

3. Our evaluation: ,

The question is: Does Ground a, does Romans 7: 13 sustain the
first proposition? We observe the following: ;

a. Romans 7:1-3 cannot be ut1hzed to- sustain- the first proposmon
of. ’47 because: A

(1) The- first proposmon deals with' an abnormal situation and an
_ exceptlon whilée Romans 7 deals with normal situations in which
death only terminates the marriage and does not at all reckon with
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" the possnblhty of exceptions. The reason that Paul is only,interested
in the normal situation and cannot allow exceptions. to enter in at: this
point is the simple fact that he is using the reference to marriage as
an instance of a general law and for the specific purpose of illustrat-
" ing the believer’s relation to the law. If at this point Paul should in-’
troduce exceptions or abnorral situations, the whole issue he sought
to. clarify. would be hopelessly obscured and confused. The cantext
clearly .shows the irrelevancy of Romans 7:1-3.to the question at hand.
The irrelevancy also appears from the significant .fact that the sixty-
five page report of the Netherlands committee (Utrecht, 1923)- which
was drawn up by J. H. Landwehr, A. Anema, H. Bavinck, H. Bouw- ~
man, F. W. Grosheide, J. Ridderbos, B. Van Schelven, and H. H
Ku1per does not contain a single reference to Romans 7:1-3. . -

(2) The 1947 position is not based on Romans 7, but is based on

- a series of inferences ostensibly drawn from Romans 7 but which in
fact hdve no exegetical warrant. Where in Romans 7 is. there any

-proof for the abrogation of marriage which the first proposition de-
mands? Where in Romans 7 is there any proof for the. requlrement to

return to the former marriage. partner? Where in Romans 7. is there

the demand to cease to live in the ordmary marrlage relation with the

present spouse? To ask these questmns is to answer .them with the

statement ‘that Romans 7 does not sustain the first proposmon of ’47

b Not only is “there no proof in Romans 7 for the first- prO]_)OSlth‘l ’
of 47, but there is contrary proof in other passages of .Scripture
" which are directly relevant to the question at hand. Deut. 24:1-4 deals
specifically with the very person contemplated in the first' proposition,
namely, one who obtained an unbiblical divorce and remairied. In the
~ Old Testament a woman who was guilty of adultery would be put to
death, — cf. Deut. 22:22, and ‘therefore it is ‘certain that the case en-
visaged in Deut. 24: 1-4 deals with a woman who was ‘unbiblically
divorced and remarried. Now the first proposition of '47 demands
that such 2 woman should abrogate the second marriage and return
~ to her former marriage partner, or, if this be impossible, cease to live

.with her second husband. But Deut. 24:4 specifically prohibits what
the Synod of 47 demands With respect to the’return to the former
marriage partner we read:
 Her former husband who sent her away may not take her again to
be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is an abomination be-
fore Jehovah; and thou shalt not cause the land to sin which Jehovah
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance (Deut. 24:4).

¢. Proceeding from the law to the prophets, we read in ]er 3: 1

They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from. him and
‘become another man’s, will he. return unto her agam? Will not that
land be greatly polluted? -
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- d. Moreover, the terms of the first proposition of '47 ignore the de
facto character of the divorce granted by the State, the minister of God,
in matters of marriage and divorce. This does not mean that the
Church is to accept unreservedly and uncritically any and every divorce .
granted by the State or allow the State to determine its policy and
ethics. By no means! But it does mean that we shall have to reckon -
with the facts in the light of the Word of God as did the committee
of the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland in their decision at Utrecht
in 1923 in which they maintained the following:

(1) That the Church has the right to pass judgment as to what are
to be considered legitimate grounds for divorce and remarriage and
that the Church must bring to the attention both of its membership
and the State the high demand of the Word of God.

(2) That the Church must in general recognize the right of the-
State to grant a divorce and to remarry, but that situations may arise
in which the Church cannot recognize certain divorces and remar-
riages consummated by the State.

(3) That when the State grants an unbiblical divorce or sanctions
a prohibited marriage, the Church must stamp such actions of the
State as sinful deeds.
~ (4) But, that the demand that those thus joined in marriage are

to cease from living maritally with each other finds no sufficient war-
_rant in the Scriptures, would impose a too heavy burden upon the
- conscience, and would open the door for other and worse evils.

_ Conclusion: Qur consideration of Ground @ is that Romans 7 does
not sustain the 1947 position and that the first proposition of the
Synod of 1947 is contrary to the Word of God as set forth in Deut.
24 and Jer. 3 and in conflict with the divinely revealed obligation of
the State as the minister of God (Rom. 13).

B. As to Ground b:
1. The Synod of 1947 quotes I Cor. 7:39.

A wife is bound for so long a time as her husband liveth; but if
the husband be dead, shc is free to be married to whom she will; only,
in the Lord. '

It is contended that this is not as the case of Romans 7 a mere il-
lustration but pure didactic revelation with respect to marriage and
that it re-emphasizes the truth expressed in Romans 7.

2. Van Dyken does not comment on this since he apparently felt
that what was said about Romans 7 applies with equal force to this

passage.

3. Our evaluation of this ground can be briefly stated. In this
ground the irrelavency of Romans 7 is in a measure acknowledged.
In any event 1947 felt that Romans 7 could not stand alone but needed
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" - bolstering. Certain it is that I Cor. 7:39 adds nothing pertinent to

the sustaining of the first proposition of ’47. It is ever less effective

‘than the alleged appeal to Romans 7 because in the very same chapter

(I Cor. 7) Paul specifically cites exceptions to this rule, notably in
I Cor. 7:11 in which Paul, led by the Holy Spirit, allows the wife
who departed from her husband to remain unmarried whereas the '
first proposition of '47 demands a return to the former partner if pos-
sible. Paul presents the alternatives of either remammg unmarried or
of bemg reconciled. Another exception cited by Paul is listed in I Cor.

*7:15 in which the believing partner need not return to the unbeliev-

ing deserted while 1947 demands such a return if possible. But most - -

. of all, there is nothing in I Cor. 7:39 which offers specific proof for

the demands of 1947 that:

~a. An unblbhcafly divorced and remarried person must, if his for-
mer marriage partner is living, abrogate his latter marriage and re-
turn to his former marriage partner.

b. That such a person must cease to live in ‘the ordinary. marnagu
relation with his present spouse.

Those were the points to be proved and they have not beeen prOVed ‘
In v. 11 Paul allows a divorced person to remain unmarried and in
v. 15 Paul not only allows the believer the right to accept the divorce

- of the unbeliever but by nnphcatlon allows such a believer who was

divorced to remarry.

Conclusion: 1 Cor. 7:39 does not sustain the ’47 position and is
contrary to '47 by virtue of the teaching of vv. 11 and 15.

- C. As to Ground ¢

1. 1947 quotes Proverbs 28:13: :

He that covereth his transgressions shall not prosper but whoso"
confesseth and forsaketh them shall obtain mercy.

2. Van Dyken holds this to be not to the point since the penitent
parties do not cover their transgressmns while 1947 demands the
penance of an unlawful sacrifice.

3. Our evaluation.

The alleged proof for the position of '47 is supposed to be found
in the word forsaketh and the implication is that as long as this per-
son is living maritally with his second mate he.is not forsaking h1s
sin of adultery.

We observe the following:

a. Marriage per se, unlike stealing and murder, is not sinful. Heb.
13:4 teaches that marriage is honorable among all. Hence, while one
guilty of theft or robbery must forsake the sin of theft or robbery, it

. does not therefore follow that a person unbiblically divorced and re-
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- married . must -forsake his second mate. Other grounds and bette1

~ ones will have to.be adduced to cover the case at issue.

b.. The Word of God prohibits the marriage of a believer with an
unbeliever in II Cor. 6:14 (Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers).
Thus the entrance upon such a marriage must be adjudged sin in the
© light of the Scriptures. But does a marriage begun in sin mean that
, the continuance of that marriage is a living in continuous sin? Not
at all; for in I Cor. 7:12-14 Paul teaches that a believer may not seek.
to-dissolve even such a marrlage To say that this holds only in cases

. of pre-Christian’ marr1ages is impertinent because marriage is a cre-

ational ordmance and is just as md1ssolub1e for unbehevers as it is
for believers. . '

. ¢. That a person who obtains an unb1b11cal dw@rce and remarries -
may not abrogate that second marriagé and seek to return to his for-
. mer spouse Or Cease to live maritally with his present mate as ’47 de—
mands is abundantly evident from the following:

" (1) The fact that the unbiblical divorce though unbiblical is none-
. theless an actual divorce, granted and decreed by the State, the rmn-
: 1ster of God.

(2) The fact that the Lord in Matt. 19:6b (What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put asunder) though condemning
the unbiblical divorce, nonetheless recognizes the fact and reality of

the divorce as did Moses in Deuteronomy 24.

(3) The fact that the unbiblically divorced person married another
wh1ch made him guilty of adultery and which adultery on the author-
“ity of the Lord wholly warrants and effects dissolution of the first
marriage to such an extent that the innocent party is in no sense ‘any-
more the husband of his former wife,

' (4) The fact that by his second marriage the gullty person has be-
. come one flesh (cf. Matt. 19 :6a) with his second mate establishes the
second marriage, the abrogation of which would be additional sin.

* (5) The fact that the guilty person is therefore not at all the hus-
band of his first mate and is indeed before God thé husband of his
second mate, proves that he would be greatly aggravating his guilt
were he to abrogate the second marriage; that he would add grievous
insult to injury were he to presume to impose -himself upon his first
mate Who is no longer in any sense his wife; and that he would be
guilty of delinquency were he to refuse to live maritally with his pres-
_ent second mate who is in reality his wife. -

"d. In addition, we call attention to the fact that there is no warrant
_ in Prov..28:13 and certainly not in the word forsaketh for extracting
from: it any one of the 'demands of 1947, Where in this passage is
there-any: proof that the person descnbed must abrogate his second
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: marria.ge?" Where is. the proof that he miust seek to impose himself

upon-his first wife when as a matter of fact not a single consistory,
classis, or synod would have the right even to persuade this first wife

" to receive him anew? And where in Prov. 28:13 is there any proof

for the demand that he cease to live maritally. with his present w1fe

. who is his real wife both-by law and before God?

Conclusion: We conclude that it would be gnevous sin if this per-
son would abrogate the second marriage; grievous sin if he should
resume to impose himself upon his first mate; and grievous sin if
he were to refuse to live maritally with his second mate. The only way .
in which he could. obey the. injunction of Proverbs 28:13 is by not
doing any of the things demanded of him by ’47, — except of course,
confess his sins.

..D. As to Ground d.
This is not a ground but an unsupported assertion.

VIL -~ CONSIDERATION OF THE SECOND PROPOSITION

OF 1947:

. That a person who was divorced on account of his edultery and re-
marries must, if his former marriage partner is living, abrogate his

. latter marriage ond return to his former marriage partner, or, if this

be impossible, must cease to Live in the ordinary marriage relationship

- with his present spouse.

We are tempted at this point to make no comment but to ask the
Synodical delegates to read carefully.tlie above proposition and to re-

flect for a few moments! Such reflection will lead to. the startling‘

question : Did the Synod of 1947 actually adopt such an amazmg posx-

“tion? How is it possible?

Here we have the unproved and unprovable hypothesis of continu-
ous adultery reduced to utter absurdity. Consider the following:

A. If a husband is divorced on account of his adultery without remar-

_ 'riage on his part, the original marriage is by the authority of the Word
‘of God wholly severed to such an extent ‘that the innocent party has

the right to remarry. This is the accepted position which no one among
us calls into question. (Matt, 19.) '

B. If, however, in addition to this divorce on account of adultery

the guilty party remarries, then, to be-sure, the or1g1nal ‘marriage

doubly severed'

C. Under such conditions to demand return of the b1b11cally divorced
and remarried husband to his first wife, — who is no longer his wife
in any sense,—is utterly mcomprehens1ble The first wife might

iconceivably after his sin of adultery in case he had not remarried
Teceive him back but let it be remembered ‘that no consistory, classis,

or synod could ever demand of her that she take him back! But what
— 19—



shall we then say of the 1947 decision that asks for such a return
and reacceptance? Brother Van Dyken is absolutely correct in charg-
_ing the 1947 Synod with a position that involves the committing of
* additional sins. The man sinned first in his adultery; then he got
married to another. Then Synod tells him to abrogate this second
marriage bond, — another sin; and then asks him literally to impose
himself upon his former wife who is no longer his wife and. to.
seek remarriage with her. And in the event he does not succeed in doing
that which not a single consistory, -classis, synod, or church. could de-
mand that the former wife submit to, — namely, to re-establish -the
first marriage after adultery, divorce, and remarriage, then he is bidden
to cease to live maritally with his present wife who is before the law
" and God his real wife!
Synod should forthwith rescind this decision of 1947 because it is in
open conflict with the Word of God (Matt. 19:9) (Jer. 3:1) and be-
cause it substitutes for the Word of God the commandment of men.

VII. CONSIDERATION OF THE THIRD PROPOSITION-OF
1947 :

That anyone interested in mamtammg or seeking membership in the
church was at the time of his sin in complete ignorance of the sin of
unbiblical divorce and remarriage or of the sin of adultery and re-
marriage and that this previous but no longer existing ignorance ex-
“empts ‘him from the requirements specified in the first and second
propositions.

A. The grounds adduced by 1947 in support of the above proposition.

1. (@ of 47 under 3) Passages from Scripture are mentioned to
show that the Lord does not accord the same treatment to those who
-sinned without the law or who transgressed unknowingly as he does
to those who sinned under the law or who transgressed knowingly.

2. (b of 47 under 3) This ground exempts those who have sinned
in complete ignorance from the requirements imposed upon those who
sinned knowingly and adduces Bible proof to validate the position
that those who sinned in complete ignorance need not abrogate the
marriage bond or cease to live in the ordmary marital relations with
the present spouse.

3. (c under 3 of 49). This ground appeals 'to the existing Mission
Policy in our denomination which in the case of heathen couples ig-
nores former marriages and provides for a Christian confirmation of
the existing marriage irrespective of previous marriages.

" B. The Van Dyken position respecting these grounds:

1. Van Dyken holds that this proposition of 47 (which he designates
Art. 3 of the 47 decisions) completely nullifies the reasomng of the
grounds adduced for Art. 2 of 1947. :
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‘2, He holds that 1947 places a premlum upon 1gnorance and even
~worse that Synod 1947 excuses willful ignorance.

3. He holds that no one is really ignorant of the fundamental -
laws of God respecting marriage nineteen hundred years after their
promulgation. :

4. He maintains that this position provxdes a convenient loophole to
dodge the severe demands of Art. 2 of 47.

C. Our evaluation:

1. For the convenience of the delegates we ﬁrst present all ‘the
Scripture passages adduced:

Luke 12:47, 48: And that servant, who knew hlS Lord’s w1l] and
made not ready, nor did according to-his will, shall be beaten. with

" many stripes; but he that knew not, and did things worthy of stripes,

shall be beaten with few stripes. And to whomsoever much is given,
of him shall much be required ; and to whom they commit much, of him

~ they will ask the more. -

Luke 23:24: And Jesus sa1d Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do.

Acts 3:17: And now, -brethren, I know that in ignorance ye did it,
as did also your rulers.

Romans 2:12: TFor as many as have sinned without the law shall

‘also perish without the law; and as many as have sinned under the

law shall be judged by the law.
I Tim. 1:13: Though'I was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor,

" and injurious; howbeit I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in

unbelief.
Acts 26:9: 1 verily thought with ‘myself that I ought to do many

" things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

N

Titus 1:6: If any man is blameless, the husband of one wife . . .
Eph. 5:7: Be not ye therefore partaker with them; 8 — for ye were

* once darkness, but are now light in the Lord; walk as children of light. o
I Cor. 6:9-11: Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit -

the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ; neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men,
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you; but
ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.

I Cor. 12:2: Ye know that when ye were Gentiles ye were led
away -unto those dumb idols, howsoever ye might be led.

2. Absolutely essential to the establishment of the third proposition
of 1947 is the proof that anyone interested in maintaining or seeking

.membership in the Church was at the time of his sin of unbiblical
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divorce and remarriage or of adultéry in COMPLETE IGNORANCE

" of the sinfulness of these sins. Van Dyken correctly holds that no one

is really ignorant of the fundamental Jaws of God respecting marriage
nineteen hundred years after their promulgation. But when it is
remembered that the indissolubility and sanctity of marnage is a
creational ordinance and that as Paul teaches :
For when the Gentiles that have not the law do by nature
the things of the law, these, not having the law, are the law
~unto themselves; in that they show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness
therewith and their thoughts one with another accusing or
) else excusing them (Romans 2:14, 15)

the conclusion- is inescapable that we cannot hold to the thesis of
C OMPLETE IGNORANCE even at the time of the sinning of the
persons envisaged in the report of 1947. .

Now look again at the texts quoted. Does any one of' them or do all
of them together establish the thesis of COMPLETE IGNORANCE.?
The passages quoted do indeed reckon with the fact of previous ig-
" norance but in not one case is this previous ignorance utilized to fur-

. nish any warrant for continuing in the sins scored. The 1947 report

which insists upon the unproved and unprovable assumption of ‘con-
tinuous adultery’ in Art. 2 actually }egltlmatues ‘continuous adultery’
on the ground not of present but of past ignorance in- Art. 3.

" Luke 12 reveals the leniency of God but does not in any way give
countenance to continuing disobedience; Luke 23 does -not  furnish
warrant for continued opposition to the Christ; Acts 3 does not defend
- the previous conduct of the hearers; Romans 2 tells us that they who
sinned without the law will perish with the law! I Tim. certainly
cannot mean that Paul would be justified in continuing to blaspheme!
Acts 2 does not mean that Paul could continue to do things contrary
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Titus 1 opposes polygamy. Eph.
5 exhorts the believers to walk as children of light.

- ICor. 6 contrasts the state and condition of the believers with thelr
previous wicked life as does also.I Cor. 12. Not one nor all of these
passages prove the point they were to prove, namely, Complete”
Ignorance!” Much less do they prove that one can continue in previous
sins! The 1947 report involved itself in an irreconcilable contradiction
when it included both Articles 2 and 3 and by that token sought to
impose a double standard of morality.
The above discussion does not mean that we subscribe to Art. 2 of
the 47 report which we do not. But it does mean that Art. 2 cannot
live with ‘Art. 3. The two articles are in irreconcilable conflict with
“each other. Although we heartﬂy endorse that part of Art 3 which
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holds that “The abrogation of the 'rﬁarriage bond or .cessation of mari- "
tal relations shall not be demanded . . .”, we reject the ground. of

complete ignorance upon which it was reared

Conclusion: '

Art. 3 of 47 (and therefore proposmon three) contradicts Art, 2
of 47 and is not substantiated by its alleged ground of complete
ignorance. :

3. As to ground ¢ under 3 of 1947, we do ‘not deem 1t necessaty -

. to discuss this ‘ground’ because it is an unsupported assertion, has but
‘relative value from the point of view of proof, and is wholly dependent

for its real force upon the prev1ous cons1derat1ons which have been
duly consrdered : : .

IX. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
1 A. CoNCLUSIONS. © °

1. We are convinced that the protest of brother Van Dyken should
in the main be sustained.

2. We are not prepared nor do we think that Synod is prepared .-

at this time to take over the overture at the close of brother Van

" Dyken’s protest because its wordmg ought to be revised.

B. RECOMMENDATIONS. ‘

1. We recommend that’ Synod rescind Article 2 of the 1947 report
because it has not been sustained and is contrary to the Word ‘of God.

2. We recommend that Synod rescind Article 3 of the 1947 report
because it is not sustained, is contrad:ctory, based on the erroneous
conception of eomplete rgnorance and’ mtroduces a double standard

of morality. -

© 3. We recommend that’ Synod request the- edltors of The Banne'

- and De Wachter and writers in ‘other periodicals current among us to

take up the discussion of this report and the subject of marriage and

" divorce in general so that we may by this means arrive at a communis

opinio on this 1mportant matter.

4. ‘We recommend that Synod appoint a committee’ to report in
1953 to prepare a series of resolutions embodying the "Scriptural
and Reformed position which should ‘govern ‘our churches in the mat-,
ter:of readmitting divorced ‘and remarried’ persons. -

5. We recommend that Mr. Peter L. Van' Dyken be grven a copy
of the decrslons of Synod 1952 relative to this report

Respectfully submltted
J. DaaNg’
.,G HoexseMA -
P. HoLwERDA.
~ J WEIDENAAR
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. MINORITY REPORT
Synod of 1951.

. EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

HE mandate of your committee is found in the Acts of Synod,
1948, p. 83" “that Synod appoint a committee to study this protest
with the instruction to furnish the 1949 Synod with an answer to
this protest.” The duty of your committee, therefore, is to study the
protest of Mr. Peter L. Van Dyken — a document .contesting article 2
and 3 of the 1947 Synodical decisions on Divorce and Remarriage —
and to furnish Synod with an answer to this protest. The committee has
not been charged to study the 1947 decision with a view of revising.it
nor to present its critique of the 1947 decision; but rather the com-
- mittee has been charged to study the objections of Mr. Van Dyken to
determine whether or not they are valid and then to furnish Synod
with positive advice on the basis of the study which has been made.
Since we find ourselves unable to agree with the majority of the
committee we humbly ask for synodical consideration of this minority

report.

TH]: Decision oF 1947

In order to have the matter clearly before us we must review -the
synodical decision of 1947. We here quote articles 2 and 3 of this
decision since these only are involved in the protest. (See Majority
Report where articles 2 and 3 are printed in full.) ‘

THE VaN DyxeEN PROTEST

Over against the above position of 1947 we must place the Vau
Dyken protest. (See Majority Report.)

ANaLvsiS AND STUDY OF PROTEST oF MR. Van Dyken -

The entire committee agrees that the protest of Mr. Van Dyken °
may be broken down into three major propositions and their support-
ing argumentation. In the following study we shall examine these
propositions.

I. The first contention of Mr. Van Dyken is that the second article
of the 1947 Synodical decision on Divorce and Remarriage “is con-
trary to the rule and authorlty of God as duly manifested by the
representative of His justice in the realm of the natural life and of
common grace, namely the civil government or the state.” It is stated
that the synodical decision “altogether ignores, -disregards, and by-
passes said authority.” ' ,

In supporting his argument Mr. Van Dyken contends that “marriage
is a divine institution governed by the representative of God’s justice
in the realm of the natural and civil life, our civil government.” While
the protest admits that ‘“the State has recognized too many grounds
for undoing a union which was claimed -to be unendurable,” it insists
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that “whatever marriage tie the State does dissolve, it is ‘put.asunder’
before God and man and must be recognized as such.” Likewise, it is
argued, “the State has the right to marry previously divorced parties

" to-a third party, establishing a second marriage . . . This second

marriage must be considered a bona-fide marriage, which, as such,

_must be respected by every citizen . . . It is theé duty of the Church

to abide by and recognize as valid that which has been done.”

The majority of the committee has stated its agreement with the
position of Mr. Van Dyken by deciding “that the state has God-given
authority to license marriage, and also to sever the tie of marriage in
case of adultery, and even when the state divorces parties on grounds.
not approved by God’s Word, nevertheless the tie is actually severed
before God and man.” With this position of the committee the under-
sxgned 1s not able to agree.

It is our purpose at this point, therefore, to set forth our appraisal
of the first proposition of the Van Dyken protest. First of all, we may

limit the differences by stating the areas of agreement. We are, of

course, in agreement with Mr. Van Dyken that the state i1s a minister

- of God, as the Scripture clearly teaches. We furthermore agree that it

is a legitimate and proper exercise of the civil government to regulate
the institution of marriage and divorce. We also agree that Article

.2 of the 1947 Synodical decision on divorce demands of some persons

—those who have been divorced on’ grounds less than adultery and
who have remarried —a course of action which may bring them into

-legal involvements, and may demand a course of action contrary to

the demands of the state. We further agree that when the state grants
a" divorce there is a certain part of the marriage tie — the right of
marital cohabitation —— which is actually severed before God and man.
Having ‘stated these areas of agreement, the question arises as to the
extent and nature of the authority of the state, and how it relates to

\the matter of -divorce and remarriage.

“We believe that the position of Mr. Van Dyken and the majority of
the committee with respect to the authority of the State is altogether
too broad. The position fails to delimit properly the extent and nature
of the authority of-the state. We wish to make the following comments
on the position of Mr. Van Dyken and of .the majority report. -

1. The sweeping position taken by brother Van Dyken and the
majority of the committee makes the state the final authority in matters
of morality as well-as of legality. The right of the Church to warn
those who are living immorally within the framework of the laws
of the state is called an infringement upon the authority of the state.
However, the moral judgments of the Church must be based upon the
precepts of Scripture, and judgments so reached must be adhered to
regardless of the enactments of the state. The Word of God, not the
state, must be our final authority on moral relat10nsh1ps



"2, The protest fails to obsérve that there is'a great deal of difference
between the rightéeous and unrightéous acts of the state. The con-
tention is made that even in the case of the latter, what the state has
' done must be recognized as morally valid both before God and man.
However, the contention that the state is the' minister of God assumes
that the state obeys the will of God.” This is integral to the argument
of Romans 13, the key passage of the Scripture on this subject. We
read, “For rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil.”
~ When the state condones or demands sin, we may say that in that
particular act the- State has ceased to function as a minister of God.

 The question now arises: must the Church ‘and the Christian citizen
continue to obey and estéem the state as God’s minister in matters
. in which the state condones or demands that which is sinful? In Calvin’s
Commentary on Romans, (p. 478), the editor, the Rev. J. Owen, notes
re Romans 13:1 — “Grotius qualifies this obedience by saying, that it
should not extend to what is contrary to the will of God.” (Calvin him-
self states on the passage (p 479) that “tyrannies and unjust exercise
of power . .. are not an ordained government.” Dr. Charles Hodge
relates the question of the state’s authority to the matter of divorce
when he writes, “The legitimate power of the state in all these matters’
is limited by the revealed will of God. It can make nothing an im-
pediment to marriage which the Scriptures do not declare to be a
bar to that union. It can make nothing a ground of dissolving the
'marriage ‘contract which the Bible does not make a valid ground of
divorce, . . . It is a violation of the principles of civil and religious.
" liberty for the state to make its will paramount to the will of God”
(Systematic Theology, Vol. III, p. 378).

"2, Let-us rote that the Synodical decision of 1947, insofar as it
deals with unbiblical divorce and subsequent remarriage, deals with’
" instances in which our church contends that the state has violated its
authority by actions which are contrary to God’s revealed will. The
Van Dyken document erroneously assumes that the Church must

. under such circumstances respect the enactments of the state as having

divine sanction. Mr. Van Dyken writes: “Since that action was taken
- by the proper authority, by the state which is the minister of God, God
Himself thereby causes that marriage to stand. To disregard God's. .
minister in this respect is to disregard God.”

3. The protest fails to recognize the fact that the Church and its
members sometimes have not only the right but the duty of disobeying
the state. The Scripture is replete with cases in which the saints have
disobeyed the state when the rulers commanded what was contrary to
the moral law of God. Think, for instance, of Daniel and his three.
friends. Or think of Peter and the apostles who said in faith, “We
must obey God rather-than men” (Acts 5:29).
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4. The position of Mr. Van Dyken and of the majority. report is
in direct conflict with the teaching of Scripture. The contention is
 made that whenever. the state grants a divorce — even on grounds not
. recognized in the Bible — “the tie is actually severed before God and
man.” If this be true, then Christ must have been in error when He
said, “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for fornication, and
shall marry. another, committeth adultery: and he that marrieth her
when she is put away -committeth adultery” (Matthew 19:9). In
~ other words, we would call attention to the fact that if in every case

“of divorce the tie of marriage is completely severed before God and

" man, then a second marriage cannot be said in any case or in any
sense to be an adulterous act. Thus there is an evident clash between
the position of Mr. Van Dyken and. the majority report on the one
hand, and the teaching of Christ on the other. It can be said that this
-objection applies equally to other passages of Scripture. Consider, for
example, Deut. 24:1-4. If divorce on grounds less than adultery com-
pletely severs the marriage tie, how can it be said that a subsequent
second marriage is a defilement? And if a divorce after the second
marriage completely severs the second marriage tie, how can it be an
abomination to remarry the first husband?

While we believe that the position of Mr. Van Dyken is altogether
too .sweeping, we are not ready to discount his position altogether. The
Van Dyken protest calls to our attention a fact which has been reglected
in our previous decisions on.divorce and remarriage. Mr. Van Dyken
shows that persons who are remarried after divorce have involved
" themselves in ethical obligations to the state. While we cannot agreé
with the extreme position that this obligation to the law of the state
nullifies the relationship in which one stands to the law of God, neither
may we ignore thé complexity of the ethical situation in which re-
married divorcees find themselves. Insofar as the decision of 1947 has
taken no account of the fact that the persons involved have an ethical
obligation toward the state, the Van Dyken protest is correct in saying
that this decision “ignores said authority.”

The decision of Synod of 1947 views the position of persons who.
are unbiblically divorced and remarried as though they found them-
selves in a simple ethical situation: they are living in an adulterous
union and must therefore separate. However, when the Consistories of
our denomination must face the problem, it is not so simple. Granting
the correctness of 1947 that such a marriage is a continuous living in
adultery and, therefore, separation is demanded, may such persons
not have other ethical obligations which demand that they continue
in the marital union? For example, such persons have an obligation
to the law of the state not only, but also to their second partner and
_the children which the Lord may have given in the second union. In -
other words, the question whether such persons should separate or
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remain together often depends upon weighing one set of moral obliga-
tions over against another. Such a welghmg of values may indicate
the need of a course of action which in itself would be sinful, but
which when viewed in thie light of the whole ethical complex must be-
followed as a Christian duty. ,

“Jesus illustrates this possibility in Matt. 12:3-5: “Have ye not read
what David did, wherr he was hungry, and they that were with him;
" how he entered into the house of God, and ate the showbread, which it
was not lawful for him to eat, neither  for them that were with him,
but only for the priests? Or have ye not read in the law, that on the
sabbath day the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are.
guiltless ?”

Again no command of God could be more clear than the injunction,
“Thou shalt not kill.” Yet, many of. our young men in the armed
forces must take the lives of the enemy. The reason is clear. God has
Jinstituted governments for the preservation of justice. In view of the
Christian citizen’s duty to support the government he must follow a
course of action, which in itself would be sinful, but which when
viewed in the light of the whole ethical complex must be followed as
a Christian duty. ~

Becausé the®lecision of 1947 is an oversimplification of the ethical
problem, the Church has found and will find it very difficult to apply.
~As the decision now stands it may compel a person who has been un-
biblically divorced and remartied to take a course of action without

concern for his obligation to the state, his second marriage partner, .

and his own children.

We conclude from the study of Mr. Van Dyken’s protest that while
his position as a whole cannot be maintained, it does raise a problem
which must be positively and courageously- faced. The problem is
this: Are there possible ethical involvements or circumstances which
may demand that an unbiblically divorced and remarried person shall
continue to live in this second union?

- II. The second contention of Mr. Van Dyken is that Article 2
of the Synodical decision of 1947 is “against the revealed will of God

in Scripture,” since the Scripture states that for a woman to leave
- a second husband and to return to a first mate is “abomination in the
sight of God” (Deut. 24) which ‘would greatly pollute the land’
(Jer. 3).”

In studying Mr. Van Dykens argument, we make the following
literal translation of the Deuteronomy passage: “l. If a2 man has taken
a wife and hath married her, and it shall be that she hath not found
favor in his eyes, if he hath found in her a charge of sexual defile-
. ment, and he hath written her a certificate of divorce, and hath given
" it in her hand, and hath sent her from his house, 2. and she hath left
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his house, and hath gone, and hath become another man’s, 3. and the

‘latter man hath hated her, and hath written her a certificate of divorce,

and hath given it in her hand, and hath sent her out of his house, or
if the latter man who took her to be his wife hath died, 4. her former
husband who sent her away, shall not take her again to be his wife,
after that she hath been defiled; for that is abomination before Jehovah”
(Deut. 24:1-4).

The Jeremlah passage is shorter and reads as follows: “They say,
if a man put away his wife, and she go from him and become another
man’s will he return unto her again? Will not that land be greatly

~ polluted ?”

The above mentioned passages clearly teach that if a woman has
been- divorced and remarried, her first husband ought not to take her
back.because she is defiled. It is evident that the decision of 1947 is i
conflict with this teaching of Scripturé. The decision not only permits
but positively demands that such a woman “return to the former mar-

" riage partner, if this be possible.”

Before our denomination demands that wh1ch is explicitly forbidden
in the above mentioned Scripture passages, clear proof must be pre--
sented that the passages have been abrogated by New Testament teach-

-ings and that the very opposite is taught in the New Testament. No

such proof is given in the Synodical decision. Furthermore, the - en-
tire committee is of the opinion that there is no Scripture proof which
abrogates the position of Deuteronomy 24 in favor of the opposite
position of the Synod of 1947. The New Testament is in fact stricter

" than the Old Testament. If it was a sin to return to one’s first mate

after an adulterous remarriage in Old Testament days, it ought to be -

more so in the light of New Testament marriage ethics.

We conclude therefore, that on this score the appeal of Mr. Van
Dyken must be sustained.

III. The third argument of Mr. Van Dyken is that Article 3 “com-
pletely nullifies the reasoning and assumed grounds of the main thrust
of Article 2 . . . Article 3 forms a convement loophole to dodge the
severe demands of Article 2. ‘

One thing is very apparent at the outset: Article 3 is indeed a
nullification of the demands of Article 2 for a certain class of people
— namely, those who were divorced and remarried “while living in a
state of complete ignorance of the teaching of the Word of God con-
cerning the sinfulness of divorce and remarriage.” The protest of
Mr. Van Dyken demands that we ascertain whether such a nulhﬁca-
tion is valid.

In examining the proof texts for Article 3 adduced by the Synod
of 1947, your entire committee is convinced that the texts quoted are
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" irrelevant and unconvmcmg .as support for the main thesm Let us
look at these texts:

Luke 12:47, 48— “And that servant, who knew the Lord’s will,
and made not ready, nor did according to his will, shall be beaten with
many stripes, but he that knew not, and did things worthy of strlpes
shall be beaten with few stripes. And to whomsoever much is given,
of him shall much be requu‘ed and to whom they commit much; of
him they will ask the more.’

Luke 23:34 —“And ]esus said, Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do.”

Acts 3:17 — “And now, brethren, I know that in ignorance ye
did it, as did also your rulers.”

Romans 2:12 — “For as many as have sinned without the law shall
also perish without the law; and as many as have sinned under the
~ law shall be judged by the law

I Timothy 1:13 — “Though I was before a blasphemer, and a per-
secutor, and injurious: howbeit I obtained mercy,‘ because I did it
ignorantly in unbelief.”

Acts 26:9 — “T verily thought thh myself that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.”

The most that these texts prove is that God does not punish those
who sinned in ignorance as severely as He punishes those who sinned -
knowingly. However, not one of these texts indicates that God over-
-looks, condones, or tolerates continuance in sin after one has come to
a knowledge of the truth. In all cases sin must be forsaken. I.e -
_Acts 3:17 and I Timothy 1:13 do not prove that either the Jews or
Paul were not guilty 6f persecuting Christ nor that they could go on
in their course. Certainly these texts do not warrant the establishment
of a dual standard of morality on the part of the Church-— one
standard for those who sinned in ignorance and another standard for
those who sinned according to a better knowledge. Even though God
“in His judgment may punish some more severely and others less
_ severely, sin remains sin and is accounted as guilt. “If any one sin;

" and do any of the things which ]'ehovah hath commanded not to be
done; though he knew it not, yet is he gullty, and shall bear his in-
iquity” (Leviticus 5:17).

We- feel that the reason why the Church should not demand sepa-
ration of those who sinned while in a state of ignorance does not
lie in the ignorance. The persons involved in such cases must do that
of which we wrote before — they must weigh one set of moral obli-
gations over against another, and must then as a Christian duty fol-
low such a course of action as their particular situation may demand
 (this even though some aspect of their actxon 1f v1ewed in ztself would
be- Smful) : C
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- IV. In addition to the major thrusts of the Van Dykén appeal there
are several attacks of a minor nature. We would ‘make a- few ob~
- servations with respect to these,

1. Mr. Van Dyken attacks the use of Romans 7:1-3 as a proof '
- text for Article 2 of the synodical decision. He claims that this text
does not prove “the contention that a second marriage (after unbiblical
divorce) is a continuous - lwmg in adultery.” However, Mr. Van
Dyken’s use of Romans 7 is predicated upon his position that the‘
action of the state is valid and recognized by God under all circum-
stances. 'We have already indicated that this view of the authority
of the state is untenable and with it must fall the interpretation which
brother Van Dyken makes of Romans 7. ‘

2. We would also observe that Mr. Van Dyken maintains that “the
contention that a second marriage (after unbiblical divorce) is a
continuous living in adultery has not been and cannot be proven from
the Word of God, nor from actual life.”

Looking at Article 2 of the decision of 1947 we deplore ‘the fact
that stronger exegetical proof for the thesis of “continuous adultery
was not given. Without entering into the question of whether “con-
tinuous adultery” can or cannot be proven from the Scripture, it seems
- strikingly strange that our Synod adopted such a brief unargued state-
ment of Scrlpture proofs. That Romans 7:1 is not properly and
fully considered is evident from the fact that, as it is quoted and
used, Syriod even failed to take into account the exception of Biblical
divorce (the implications of Christ’s exceptive clause) and to show
its relationship to the text. The Van Dyken appeal calls attention to
the fact that more adequate proof for Article 2 is sorely needed.
Surely, -the Church has no right to  demand. that persons leave . their
marriage partners without clear, complete, and convincing Biblical
proof that this is what God demands. This comment on Article 2 -

does not in any sense reflect our agreement with Mr. Van Dyken that . -

proof for Article 2 cannot be found in the Scripture. We call attention
to the fact that Mr. Van Dyken has not proven from the Word of God,
nor from actual life that a second marriage (after unbiblical divorce)
is NOT a continuous living in adultery.

It ought to be clear that we are not in agreement with the majority
committee on this matter. They assume with brother Van Dyken that
a second marriage after unbiblical divorce cannot be proven to be a
continuous living in adultery. We say that this is an assumption be-
cause the committee has not entered into a thorough exegetical study
on this particular point. To say that the thesis of continuous adultery
cannot be proven from the Scripture demands a study not only of
the texts adduced by Synod of 1947 but of all of the relevant Scriptural
material on divorce and remarriage.
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RECOMMENDATIONS |

I -That Synod delete from Article 2 of the 1947 Synodical de-
cision on divorce, the words “by his return to a former marriage
partner-if this be possible,. or if it be impossible.” :

II. That Synod rescind Article 3 of the 1947 Synodical decision,
on divorce; and the words of Article 2 which refer to it, namely — .

“unless it can be proved to the satisfaction of the Consistory that such
a person committed these sins while hvmg in a complete ignorance of
the teachmg of the Word of God concerning the sinfulness of divorce
and remarnage

III. That Synod appoint a study committee whose mandate it shall
. be:

1. To examine the exegetical foundation for the thesis that a second
marriage after unbiblical divorce is a continuous living in adultery.

2. If the committee’s findings conclusively substantiate the position
that a second marrlage after unbiblical divorce is.a continuous living
in adultery, the comnmittee shall study this further question — Are'there
possible ethical involvements or circumstances which may demand that

" an unbiblically divorced and remarried person shall continue in the
second marr:age? If so, the committee shall draft a revision of Article
2 which recognizes such involvements and gives guidance to our
Consistories that they may deal wisely with specific cases.

3. If the committee is unable on the basis of Scripture to sub-
stantiate the contention that a second marriage after unbiblical divorce
is a continuous living in adultery, the committee sha]l draft an ap-

_ propriate resolution to replace Article 2.

‘IV. That the decisions adopted by Synod shall be forwarded as an
answer .to Mr P. L. Van Dyken.
- Respectfully submitted,
: Witriam P. Brink.,
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REPORT NO. 2 -
THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

A BOUT sixty delegates, representing more than fifty denomina-
tions, met as the advisory. council of the American Bible Society

on November 28-29. Reports of the work carried on in almost every
* part of the world were received; the efficient and devoted staff of
workers presented the needs and the plans for the coming year; the
challenge was placed before the churches. It is such a tremendous
task; such an unlimited field, that. we might well despair, unless we
remember the promises of God, that His work shall never fail. And
this promised blessing has been experienced in the years gone by as
the distribution of God’s Word has increased remarkably. To accom-
‘plish its work the Society adopted long ago a fourfold purpose of
1) aiding translators and revisers of the Bible, 2) publishing the
Bible, 3) distributing the Bible and 4) encouraging the use of the Bible.
May I first present to you some statistics dealing with the general
scope of the work? Translations and revisions in many languages
" are in various stages of development. Among these I.mention those
in the Japan, Navaho, Sudan, Spanish and Portuguese tongues as
being of interest to us, because in these fields we carry on mission
work. .
In conjunction with the other Bible Societies of the world plans are
carefully made to cover every field of the world. This organization
of the Bible Societies.is very important because it does not only pre-
vent duplication and overlapping of the work in the various fields,
but it also opens the way to weaker societies to-ask and receive help
from the stronger societies when they lack materials or funds neces-
sary to cover the fields assigned to them. One of the 25 societies, the
Czechoslovakian, has not been heard from since the communists came
into power in that country, and has most likely been suppressed. Even
the possession of the Bible is at present punished by that government.
The American and the British and Foreign Bible Societies do the
lion share of publishing and distribution. _
Let me quote some figures for the year 1950. All the United Bible
-Societies including the A. B. S.:

Bibles New Testaments " Portions Total
2,500,000 3,400,000 15,800,000 21,700,000
The share of the American Bible Society:

- 630,000 1,001,000 8,370,000 10,001,000 .

In 1951 we expect to print more than all the other societies together,
13,072,000. But the complete figures are not yet available. This is
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not written to boast of -what we are doing, because the other countries
are under a tremendous financial strain and give sacrificially out of
their poverty for the cause of Bible distribution. It is God’s provi-
dence that we can not only send food, machinery and arms to other
nations, but also Bibles and materials to print them in their own
country.

There are some countries that are almost or entirely closed to our
work. This applies chiefly to the communist countries. But in spite
of the fact that China has driven out or imprisoned or slain all mis-
sionaries, the printing of the Bible in that country is still carried on,
and there is a great demand for it. This can also be said of Eastern
Germany, where materials are sent and Bibles printed in large numbers.

Outside of the red countries there is an increasing demand for Scrip-
tures that is astonishing. Many opportunities to reach people with
the gospel are presented by the cruel results of war. During this year
soldiers’ New Testaments in 29 languages were distributed in Korea;
about 140,000 communist prisoners — Chinese, Korean, and Russian,
can be visited in their prison camps by our chaplains; and the United
Nations’ army is made up of many nationalities, including even Turk-
ish soldiers, to whom we offer the Word of God.

Another bright spot is the work in Japan. The A. B. S. has sent
more than ten million scriptures to the country and the many colpor-
teurs on their tricycle-carts are bringing them to the uttermost parts
of the islands. The demand seems insatiable. If all the requests now
at hand would be granted we would need $283,000 for Japan alone.
A part of this sum has been set aside for this work and an emergency
call will be made to cover the rest.

In the Philippine Islands there is a seller’s market for all scriptures.
There is no need at present for colporteurs to recommend and sell
them to the people, for the books disappear almost as fast as they are
unpacked. This also applies to Formosa.

‘From Central and South America we read a great deal about per-
secution of the Protestants in their mission work, but the work of the
Bible Society in those countries is growing. Brazil is the outstanding
country. The secretary in charge of that work has asked for 300,000
complete Bibles for this year, and the saturation point is not reached
by any means.

The work in the Near East has always been very difficult; but now,
with the social and political upheavals in Iran, Egypt, Syria and other
Mohammedan countries, it is almost impossible to carry on the work
even on a small scale; but this is mostly the territory of the British
Bible Society, although we have helped them supplying these fields
when they were not able to do so.

We must not forget to mention the spectal work for the blind that
has been carried on for many years. There are the books in Braille, a
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_twenty-volume set of the whole Bible, the charge is 25¢ a volume,
free for the needy. There is also the 170 talking book records, for those
who can not read the Braille. 270,000 volumes for the blind have been
supplied here in the U. S., and more than 23,000 in foreign languages
and lands. There is also a compIete concordance of the Bible in Braille
in ten volumes.

The colporteur work in the Southern States, especially among the
whites, is faithfully carried on. The ignorance found with many is
‘astonishing. This work is linked up as much as possible with the home
mission boards of the various churches. The A. B. S. is always ready
to help any board or missionary in the problem of translatxon or pub-
lication.

It is a cause for gratitude to God that in these trying times, where
the world seems to be on the brink of another war, that the forces of
the church are so well organized in the Bible Societies on a world-
wide scale, that they can at least know the needs and with the help of
God’s people work increasingly more to supply them.

I am grateful that our church so faithfully cooperates in helpmg to
bring the Word of God to all nations of the world. May I kindly re-
quest Synod to recommend this cause to all of our churches in the
U. S. for moral and financial support.

Respectiully submitted,
Hesse. Bouma
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REPORT NO. 3

CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION

To the Synod of 1952.
DEAR BRETHREN:

HE year 1951 was a rather eventful one in the h1story of our Chi-

cago. Jewish Mission. First of all as far as the personnel of our
Staff is concerned. Last year we reported to Synod that during 1950
we had issued four calls to ordained men to the position of Superin-
tendent of Nathanael Institute and that all of them had declined. How-
_ ever, early in 1951 we issued another call to the Rev. John R. Rozen-
* dal, who gladdened our hearts by accepting the call. He began his
labors at N. I. in July of 1951, after having been duly installed n
the. Warren Park Christian Reformed Church. Mr. Albert Huisjen's
services were requested by the Grand Rapids Christian Reformed
‘Board of Evangelization to help them establish the Grand Rapids
Jewish Mission project, the extra expenses connected with this to be
borne by the Grand Rapids Board. Our Board agreed to this and Mr.
and Mrs. Huisjen have accordingly worked for a number of weeks
in Grand Rapids. (Mr. Huisjen was married on July 30, 1951, to
Mrs. Ida Van Beek and Mrs. Huisjen takes an active interest in the
work, though she is not a paid worker of our Mission). In the event
that other communities should desire the services of our field worker,
Mr. Huisjen, our’ Board has decided to release Mr. Huisjen for such
projects, in each case for a specified period, which can be lengthened,
if so desired, by mutual agreement. Mr. Huisjen, as our veteran Jew-
ish Missionary, is particularly well qualified for this type of work.
At Mr. Huisjen's own suggestion the Shepherd’s Voice is henceforth
to be published as a Quarterly, instead of monthly, as heretofore. This
will also save considerable expense. Miss Edith Vander Meulen con-
tinues faithfully to work with the women and children. From July 2
to July 20 a daily Vacation Bible School was held at the Institute with
an average daily attendance of 45 Jewish children. Mr. A. Huisjen,
Miss Vander Meulen, Mrs. Wm. Bieze, Mrs. Nettie Evenhouse, and
Miss Joan Schwartzshad had charge of the various classes. Dr. Wm,
Jonker, after twenty-six years of faithful labors at our Clinic; noti-
fied our Board that on August 1, 1951, his work at Nathanael would
have to be concluded, since he was giving up his practice and con-
templated moving to Florida. We as a Board regretted very much to
see Dr. Jonker leave us and gave fitting expression to our apprecia-
tion of his many labors in behalf of the Institute, as did the Jewish
community in a well-attended farewell party. The testimonies given




then made it plain what a large and honored place Dr. Jonker has in
the hearts of many Jews. His Christian testimony, coupled with sym-
pathetic care of the sick at the Clinic, has not been in vain throughout
all these years. During the year Dr. Jonker twice had to subject him-
self to surgery, but we rejoice that the Lord has graciously restored
him to bhealth. Dr. Van Reken, who has taken over Dr. Jonker’s prac-
tice, has agreed to take over the work at our Clinic also and has ac-
cepted an appointment for one year. We still do not have a full-time
nurse; Mrs. Walsh continues to serve acceptably on a part-time basis.
Due to the state of our finances the Board has temporarily relaxed its
efforts to secure a full-time nurse. Mrs. S. Karsen has recovered from
major surgery and continues to help out faithfully with the clérical
work and with the ladies meeting. Mr. Laninga, our custodian, did
a really fine job last summer in getting the rooms of the Institute in
spic and span shape for the fall and winter activities. Miss M. Goosens
assists Miss Vander Meulen with the Ladies meeting. on Wednesday
evenings and the Messrs. Ralph Swierenga, Bob Ribbens and Ray-
mond Rozendal give assistance with the Gym classes.

As far as your Board is concerned, also here changes have taken
place. Mr. Thomas Stob was removed out of the church militant by
the Lord in the strength of his years. His work for Nathanael Insti-
tute was much appreciated by his fellow board members and dulv
recognized in fitting resolutions at the time of his passing. His place
has been taken by Mr. George De Boer. The Rev. Joseph Betten
left our vicinity for work among the immigrants in British Columbia
and the Rev. Andrew Folkema has taken his place on our Board. The
personnel of the Board now is as follows: the Rev. Elbert Kooistra,
President; the Rev. Enno L. Haan; the Rev. Andrew Folkema; the
Rev. Henry J. Triezenberg, Secrétary; Mt. Geotge Ottenhoff, Trea-
urer; and Mr. George De Boér. '

Finally a word about our finances. As reported to last year’s Synod,
we had been authorized by Classis Chicago North to buy a home for
our ordained missionary, if and when the Lord should send .us ons.
When the Rev. John Rozendal accepted our call, a- home was pur-
chased. It required all our surplus and a little more to do this, but
Classis, seeing the necessity of it, authorized us to go ahead. Since
we were operating. this past year on the appropriation made by the
1950 Synod for our work (50 cent$ per family for Jewish Missions,
Chicago and Paterson combined), we have been running behind in our
operating Budget, even with the help of special offerings in the churches
of Classis Chicago North, so that our faithful Treasurer had to help
us out by personally advancing some of the money needed to pay the
salaries of our workers in time. With the.approval of the Synodical
-Committee, Dr. Oren Holtrop, Treasurer of the General Jewish Mis-
sion Fund, has loaned us $1,000.00 from the surplus in that Fund,
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in order that we might meet our obligations to our faithful staff. The
Synod of 1951 established a quota of 65 cents per family for the Chi-
cago Jewish Mission work. We had requested 75 cents per family
and we shall need it, especially if we are to renew our efforts to secure
a full-time nurse. We are your willing servauts in the Lord.
Respectfully submitted,
The Board of Nathanael Institute and
Chicago Jewish Mission.

Henry J. TRIEZENBERG, Secretary

P. S. Chicago North, in its session Jan. 16, '52, approved this report
and directed the S. C. to send it on to Synod.

H. J. Triezengegrg, S. C.

DeaRrR BRETHREN:
LASSIS Chicago North, at its meeting of January 16, 1952, ap-
proved the accompanying Financial Report, as well as the pro-
posed Budget of Nathanael Institute and Chicago Jewish Mission.
Classts also endorsed the request of the Board of our Chicago Jew-
ish Mission for 75 cents per family per year for our Chicago Jewish
Misston work.
Sincerely,
Henry J. TRIEZENBERG.
(Stated Clerk of Classis Chicago N.)

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION
OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

From January 1st, 1951, to December 31st, 1951

. RECEIPTS

Operating :—

Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1951 ... .. ... ) $ 2,149.09

Synodical Treasurer ......oveecireeeiieemseeeneieeens $15,500.00

Interest 225.00

Donations and Collections ; 897.26

Medical Department 2,129.69

Check Correction ] 2.50 $18,754.45

Total Operating Income . $20,903.54
Other Receipts:—

Withholding Tax on Employees........ocooocereariiccnncnas $ 1,324.20

Jansma Estate on Account 500.00

Sold United States Government Bonds.............. 20,890.78 :

George Ottenhoff, Loan to Pay Salaries.................. 550.00 23,264.98

Total. ... ' $44,168.52
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DiSBURSEMENTS

Operating:— .
Salaries . $18,474.88
Huisjen, Rent Expense 600.00
Huisjen, Auto Expense - 300.00
Vander Meulen, Rent Expense.....overercnnene 800.00
Rozendal, Auto Expense . 125.00
Office Miscellaneous EXDPeNSe.........ooucuucceerroercorasneace 168.58
Clinie License 35.00
Phone et emm e e ereeasen et eerennemnnnenns 231.50
Gas and Electric . 17313
Medicine for Clinic.....,.. N . 47794
Building Repairs . 95.50
Decorating and Cleaning........... - 884.31
Fuel .. 86384
Printing and Advertising..........cccomeeececemcieemanens H— 250.08
Class Material 102,18
Insurance Premium . y 70.82
Equipment ... ~ . 2133
Postage 120.61
Traveling Expense ..... 92.35
Miscellaneous Expense . 81.21 $17,973.71
Non-Operating Disbursements:—
Paid on Aceount of Parsonage $20,120.78
Moving Expense for Minister. . 1,091.54
Withholding Tax on Employees . .. 1,337.80
Real Estate Tax on Jansma Estate. . 209.44
Put in Escrow on Jansma Property Sale.................c 808.25
Loan Repaid to George Ottenhoff............. ... 550,00 $24,117.81
Disbursements for Shepherd's Votce:—
Printing ..... .$ 1,250.00 -
POSEAZE e .. 280.00 $ 1,530.00
Total Disbursements ..... . . © $43,621.52
Total Receipts . $44,168.52
Total Disbursements .....occcoommmannas . 43,621.52
Balance on Hand - . $ 547.00

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

ASSETS
The Institutional Building; The Nathanael Institute; Parsonage for the
Pastor and Family;
Cash on hand, $547.00.

LIABILITIES
Note Unpaid $ 3,000.00
, Unpaid Bills 48751
Equity
" Buildings
Equipment

Cash e 5949
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Board of the Chicago Jewish Mission January 3rd, 1962,
of the Christian Reformed Church. .
Dear Brethren: \

In accordance with your request I have examined the books of your
- Treasurer, Mr. George Ottenhoff, and have found the records in exeellent
condition and well kept.

The seope of my work consisted of the following:

All receipts were accepted as recorded, since it is 1mpract1ca1 to verlfy
all receipts; the principal item is from the Synodlcal Treasurer, in the sum
of $15,500.00.

All disbursements were examined with checks issued and the check
books and appear to be proper charges.

The cash balance was reconciled with the bank statement ag of Decem-
ber 31, 1951. Respectfully submitted,

: GEORGE DE BOER.

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1952

Pastor’s Salary ettt $ 3,400.00
Pastor’s Child Allowance '250.00 -
Pastor’s Auto Allowance . .. 800.00
Lady Worker’s Salary 2,400.00 .
Lady Worker’s Rent Allowance . 350.00
Doctor’s Salary (Part time) 2,300.00
Janitor’s Salary ; : e 2,000,00
Nurse’s Salary (Part time estimated) -.oooeveerceecenenes 2,200.00
Additional Part time Workers 2,200.00
Gas, Electric and Fuel : 1,100.00
Insurance Premiums ond Clinic License. . ... 250,00
Repairing and Decorating 500.00
Medical : Supplies 500.00
Travel Expense 200.00
Class and Janitor Supplies and Equipment.......coccec.... 200.00
Printing and Advertising. 250.00
Phone . 250.00
General Office Expense 500.00
Interest on Note. . ©120.00
Miscellaneous 120.00
$19,420.00
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR COMMUNITY EVANGELISM
Field Worker’s Salary. $ 8,100.00
Field Workers’ Rent Allowance : 600.00
Field Worker’s Auto Allowance. 300.00
Printing Shepherd's Voice 1,500.00
Postage on Shepherd’s Voice " 300.00
General Miscellaneous Expense 200.00
$ 6,000.00
Total for Both Groups...... : $25,420.00

NOTE: If th'e Synod of the Christlan Reformed Church decides that the last group works
geparately or under the supervision of another Board, the last expense group may

be elimi,
Respectfully submitted,

CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION
oF THE CHER. Rer. CHURCH.
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REPORT NO. 4

‘CHURCH ORDER REVISION

ESTEEMED BRETHREN : - . -
THE Synod of 1950 received a communication- from the Gerefor-

meerde Kerken of the Netherlands, requesting that our churches
-express themselves both on the matter of the necessity of revising the
redaction of the Church Order and on their- willingness to-cooperate
with a committee which had been appointed for this work by the Dutch
churches at the synod of ’s Gravenhage (1949) and a similar commit-
tee which the Dutch churches hoped.- would be appomted by the churches
of South Africa. -

This communication was favorably received, and a comrmttee was
appointed “to study the request of our sister church, and to formulate
a reply which is to be presented to the next.synod.” This mandate was
executed (cf. Acts of Synod, 1951, Supplement No. &, pp. 182-184),
and its recommendations were adopted.. (cf. Acts of Syndd, 1951, pp.
14-16). Thereupon the undersigned were appointed and given specific
mandate to report to your honorable body on:one. aspect of the work

OUR MANDATE
For the sake of clarity it may be well to mcorporate the mandate
which we have received from the Synod of 1951. This is specifically
found in the fourth recommendation, which reads as follows: '
“To give the following mandate to this commnittee:

a. The revision of the Church Order must be undertaken in full har-
mony with the Reformed principles of church ‘government.

b. To labor in close consultation with the committee of the Reformed
Churches in ‘the Netherlands and possibly also with a’similar commit-
tee of the Reformed Church of South Afrlca 1f that church also is
willing to labor on this project. '

c. The committee shall advise the Synod of 1952 as to the extent
and manner of the revision to be undertaken.”

(Acts of Synod, 1951, pp. 15, 16)

In harmony with this mandate your committee has met to discuss
and deliberate. It is our opinion that before any of the actual work of
revision shall be undertaken, the Synod itself must decide on the last-
named matter, namely the “extent and manner of the revision.” To
this question particularly we have addressed ourselves.

Since consultation and cooperation with the Dutch churches has been
mentioned repeatedly by the last two synods, we consider it particularly
appropriate that the Synod of 1951 has appointed the Rev. I Van Del-
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len to this body. Immediately before and after the synod of last year

"he was in the Netherlands and had occasion to confer with several
members of the Dutch committee on Revision of the Church Order.
The materials with which he presented us have been of great value.
Synod should be cognizant of the fact that the Dutch committee has
proceeded much farther than we could hope to do before the Synod of
1952, since they received their mandate already in 1949. They have
entered upon the material part of their work, viz., the actual revision
. which is to be proposed.

We judge that according to our mandate we should busy ourselves
this year only with the more formal aspects of the question at hand.
Since we believe that “extent and manner” mentioned by the Synod of
1951 are closely related, we are not presenting two sets of recommen-
dations. Neither have we entered into a consideration of the prectse
method to be followed. At this stage we are convinced that your body
will be interested only in the broad outlines of “extent and manner,”
leaving the details of procedure to the committee which is to perform
the actual work of preparing the proposed revision.

Our RECOMMENDATIONS
Your Committee recommends that the Synod of 1952 shall circum-
scribe the “extent and manner” of the proposed revision of the Church.
Order to be undertaken as follows:

(1) That the proposed revision shall seek to retain the venerable
Church Order of Dordt (1618-19) as to its general order and the num-
ber of articles.

It should be remembered that the Church Order is not merely a con-
_glomeration of eighty-six articles but a document which in seeking to
regulate the life of the churches manifests a remarkable basic unity of
conviction and purpose. The several articles are expressions and ap-
plications of this unified conception to concrete questions and situa-
tions. Hence a radical departure from the order which we now have
would almost necessarily involve the church in an ignoring of the basic
presuppositions on which the Church Order rests.

There is further the practical difficult which would result from
adopting a Church Order with a larger or smaller number of articles.
The contents and purpose of the present articles are quite universaliy
known by our leaders and referred to often in ecclesiastical gatherings.
It would take years for the ministry and eldership to become thorough-
ly conversant with a new numbering, if this were adopted. And unless
it can be satisfactorily demonstrated that such a radical change in the
present Church Order is necessary, your Committee feels that such
would be unwarranted and would result in wide-spread confusion.
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(2) That the proposed revision shall present an improvement of
the wording of the present redaction, which in several instances is
obsolete or not clear. However, all needless changes shall be studiously-
avoided. '

We are agreed that special attention should be paid to the original’
Dutch edition of the Church Order. Whatever alterations are to be
suggested must be in full harmony with the principles and sp1r1t of the
original.

Although we feel that there is room for improvement in the phrase-
ology of certain articles, we are convinced that the church will want
to maintain continuity with the historic Church Order of Dordt. Need-
less revision also on the score of phraseology may involve us in the
-danger of submergmg some of the basic principles of Reformed church
polity.

(3) That in so far as situations of sufficient importance have arisen
in the life of the churches which are not covered by the rules of the
present Church Order, the proposed revision may include additions to
certain relevant articles, as long as these are in accordance with the
Scriptures, our Reformed principles and present established ecclesias-
tical practice.

It seems to us that there have been developments in our ecclesiastical
life which may require a certain amount of regulation by the Church .
Order. By way of elaboration your committee calls the attention of
synod to the work of church extension, evangelization and missions,
which are not included in the Church Order or merely mentioned.
Likewise it may appear necessary to circumscribe more explicitly the
work of the deacons and their place in the ecclesiastical assemblies.

However, any proposed amplifications must be required by the profit
and needs of the churches. Likewise the committee should bear in
mind that the Church Order does not aim to regulate the details of ec-
clesiastical life but only states the broad principles. Thus the articles
should be kept brief, clear and concise.

(4) That this proposed revision shall be undertaken in close co-
operation with the Dutch and possibly the South African churches but
without binding the committee necessarily to incorporate the fruits of
the labors of these others.

We believe that the committees to work on this revision will each
have to prepare separate drafts of the Church Order to meet the needs.
of their respective denominations. Although on all mattters of prin-
ciple there should and undoubtedly will be unanimity, there are situa-
tions and problems peculiar to the several Reformed churches through--
out the world. It would seem quite impossible and impractical to aim.
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at one Church Order which in all its details would be suitable for all
the Reformed churches. The chief aim of the committee should be
~the double one of- seeking to preserve with the other committees a simi-
lar basis approach while at the same time presenting a redaction of the
Church Order which will meet the needs of the Christian Reformed
churches.

In conclusion, we wish to inform synod that due to circumstances
the Rev. J. L. Schaver could not meet with us at our meetmgs and
hence his name does not appear in this report.

"May the choicest blessings of our Triune Covenant God rest upon
all the deliberations and decisions of synod.

Respectfully submitted,
M. MonswMa, president
P. Y. De Jone, secretary
J. KROMMINGA
I. VAN DELLEN



REPORT NO. 5

PARTICULAR SYNODS

OUR committee appointed by the Synod of 1950 to consider the
desirability and feasibility of Particular Synods (Acts 1950, p.
25), humbly submits the following report:

I. HISTORY:

Article 47 of our Church Order reads: “(Every year or if need be
oftener, four or five or more neighboring Classes shall meet in Par-
ticular Synods, to which each Classis shall delegate two ministers and
two elders . . .).”

This Article evidently is rooted in the life and experience of the Gere-
formeerde Kerken of the Netherlands. There the Denomination is
-divided into twelve or more such Particular Synods. These had their
origin in the fact that at first the Reformed Churches found them-
selves the object of severe persecutions and being located in such dis-
tant. places as Germany (Wezel, Keulen, Aken); Ost Friesland (Em-
den) ; England (London and environs); and in the Netherlands them- -
selves, there was need for these Churches to meet in their various
localities and sections. The Synod of Wezel ordered such meetings
in 1568 and the Synod of Emden repeated that order in 1571. Later,
when persecutions gradually tapered off, the churches within the con-
fines of the Netherlands began to meet in their own Provinces by
order of the Synod of Dordt in 1578. This Synod also ordered that
these Provincial Synods were to be composed of four or five Classes.
Still later it was determined that the boundaries of these Synods
should follow more closely the political and ecclesiastical lines. (Cf.
~ Johannes Janssen, Korte Verklaring van de Kerkenordening in loco.)

In our Denomination in America such a division has never taken
place. The Reformed Church in America and the Presbyterian
Churches have more closely ‘followed this pattern. But in our De-
nomination it was always felt that our number was too small and.our
Classes too far apart for such an arrangement. Besides, it was deemed
essential that we keep our forces unified and not allow them to be-
come sectionalized.

There have been repeated overtures, however, for the organization
of Particular Synods. Such overtures appeared before the Synods
of 1898, 1902, 1906, 1914, 1918, 1928, and now again in 1950. Rea-
sons given for such organization were mainly the following:

1. The Church Order really prescribes them;~

2. Such Synods have proven very beneficial and effective in the
Netherlands; :

45—



3. Such Synods would keep our churches in closer contact with our
historical past;

4. The General Synod would be relieved of work and could more ef- '
ficiently deal with its program;

5. Such Synods would help solve the problem of ineguitable rep-
resentation ;

6. The organization of such Synods would shorten the sessions of
the General Synod;

7. The cooperation of neighboring Classes in Particular Synods
would make the work of Missions more effective and bring it more in
line with the requirement of the autonomy of the local churches in
this field;

8. The organization of such Synods would cut down the cost of
‘the meetings of General Synod. :

Our Synods have in every case, however, decided to the contrary,
" Reasons given for their decisions have been in the main as follows:

1. The number of our churches is too small for such an arrange-
ment;

2. Qur Classes are so widely scattered that a systematic division is
virtually impossible;

3. No voice from within the Church has ever come forth with ten-
able grounds for such an organization;

4. Any division into such Synods would of necessity be unfair;

5. The problem of equitable representation would not be solved
thereby;

6. Such Synods would not materially relieve General Synod of
work and so would not cut down the length of its sessions much either;

7. The financial responsibility would increase rather than decrease;

8. It would be very difficult to find suitable names for such Synods.

And now in 1950 Classis Kalamazoo once again presents the mat-
~ ter to Synod by means of an overture reading:

“Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod to .take the-necessary steps
preparatory to the realization of the institution of Particular Synods.

Reasons:

1. It has pleased our God to grant us a Denominational growth in
membership, churches, and classes such as warrants the institution
of Particular Synods for a wholesome internal and external ecclesiasti-
cal development; / '

2. Presently several classes are wrestling with the problem of over-
sized classes and are interested in overturing Synod for the realloca-
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tion of classes. This provides an opportune time for Synod to give
the matter of Particular Synods due consideration;

3. It will be for the benefit of the churches that neighboring classes
meet in Particular Synods, even as it is for the profit of the churches
that classical meetings shall consist of neighboring churches;

4. The institution of Particular Synods at this time will serve the
twofold purpose of a) helping the Canadian churches to become bet-
ter acquainted with our denominational life and b) assisting the classes
involved in meeting some of the problems resulting from the influx of
immigrant membership;

5. The existence of Particular Synods will satisfy a need in our
. denominational life in so far as our churches will be privileged to

entertain broader ecclesiastical assemblies in various sections of our
land ;

6. It will facilitate the proper consideration of church matters of
local, regional interests as well as those of a denomination-wide im-
portance;

7. It will make p0551b1e the formation of Canadian classes in the
course of time without impairing denominational unity;

8. Synod is the body which, in consultation with all the classes and
churches concerned, is best qualified to take the necessary measures to
bring about the institution of Particular Synods in the most intelligent
- and efficient manner.” (Acts 1950, p. 459).

In response to this overture, Synod decided to appoint a committee
to determine the desirability and {feasibility of Particular Synods.
Herein is found therefore, the mandate given your committee.

Our Synods have in every case, however, decided to the contrary.
Reasons given for their decisions have been in the main as follows:

1. The number of our churches is too small for such an arrangement;

2. Our Classes are so widely scattered that a systematic division is
virtually impossible;

3. No voice from within the Church has ever come forth with ten-
able grounds for such an organization;

4. Any division into such Synods would of necessity be unfair;

5. The problem of equitable representation would not be solved
thereby ;

6. Such Synods would not materially relieve General Synod of work
and so would not cut down the length of its sessions much either;

7. The financial responsibility would increase rather than decrease;

8. It would be very difficult to find suitable names for such Synods.

And now in 1950 Classis Kalamazoo once again presents the matter
to Synod by means of an overture reading;

“Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod to take the hecessary steps
preparatory to the realization of the institution of Particular Synods.
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Reasons:

1. It has pleased our God to grant us a Denominational growth in
membership, churches, and classes such as warrants the institution of
Particular Synods for a wholesome internal and external ecclesiastical
development ;

2. Presently several classes are wrestling with the problem of over-
sized classes and are interested in overturing Synod for the realloca-
tion of classes. This provides an opportune time for Synod to give
the matter of Particular Synods due consideration;

3. It will be for the benefit of the churches that neighboring classes
meet in Particular Synods, even as it is for the profit of the churches
that classical meetings shall consist of neighboring churches;" :

‘4. The institution of Particular Synods at this time will serve the .
twofold purpose of a) helping the Canadian churches to become better
acquainted with our denominational life and b) assisting the classes
involved in meeting some of the problems resulting from the influx
of immigrant membership;

'5.- The existence of Particular Synods will satisfy a need in our
denominational life in so far as our churches will be privileged to
entertain broader ecclesiastical assemblies in various sections of our
land;

6. It will facilitate the proper consideration of church matters of
local, regional interests as well as those of a denomination-wide im-
portance;

7. It will make poss1ble the formation of Canadian classes in the
course of time without impairing denominational unity;

8. Synod is the body which, in consultation with all the classes and
churches concerned, is best qualified to take the necessary measures
to bring about the institution of Particular Synods in the most intelli-
gent and efficient manner.” (Acts 1950, p. 459).

In response to this overture, Synod decided to appoint a committee
to determine the desirability and feasibility of Particular Synods.
Herein is found therefore, the mandate given your committee.

II. OUR FINDINGS:
A. DESIRABILITY.

It is the conclusion of your committee that Particular Synods are
desirable for our Denomination and that they are necessary in our
framework. :

1. The Church Order requires them.

As cited before, Article 47 of our Church Order stipulates, thougt
in parentheses, that four or five neighboring classes shall meet in Par-
ticular Synods.. Such stipulations should not go unheeded unless there
are most urgent grounds. Respect for the Church Order requires that.
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Besides, other Denominations in the Netherlands, in America, as well
as in South Africa have long since fallen in line with that require-
ment and if we are to remain out of step with those “Reformed” De-
nominations, we should have better reasons than we now have.

2. Past arguments are no longer wvalid.

In the past our Synods have argued that we were too small in num-
ber and too widely scattered to break down our “setup” into Particu-
lar Synods. That cannot be considered a cogent reason today. We
have by God’s providence grown in numbers, churches, and classes so
that Particular Synods not only could but should come into existence.
It is our opinion that General Synods will be profited by such organi-
zations and that their programs will materially be eased. And even
though it may be debatable as to whether financially much can be saved,
we feel that the effective operation of a Church in the work of its Lord

may not allow that question to weigh too heavily in a matter of this
kind.

3. The effective promotion of our denominational work demands them.
- The trend towards centralization in our Church has come to the point
where we believe our work has become hindered. It is a known fact
that especially in the larger bodies (Committees and Boards) the bulk
of the work is delegated to and the major responsibility is carried by
a comparatively small Executive Committee. These Executive Com-
mittees meet as a rule once a month while the complete Committees or
Boards meet once or at the most, twice a year. The Executive Com-
mittee members and especially their secretaries and other officers be-
coine most intelligently acquainted with their work and so become a
- sort of experts in their fields whose very knowledge of affairs makes
it so that others cannot well cope with them in the discussion of their
problems and work. Though not purposely so, yet inevitably the broader
bodies and the Church at large remain much less informed. The natural
consequence is that less interest and a resultant lack of close contact
is found in the Church at large. This may be technically efficient but
we believe it is not good for the work of the Church.

4. The present centralization can become even harmful.

Is not the present shortage of manpower at least in part to be attri-
buted to the fact that our Mission affairs and problems as well as the
fields are too far distant from our membership . . . to the fact that they
(the Church at Large) are too little informed and so too little inter-
ested? The part of the Church at large in its activities should be more
than the receiving of statistical reports and .ihe paying of quotas. Are
we not paying too great a price for what threatens to bécome a smooth
(Efficient) , running machine but one which loses much of its effec-
tiveness because the heart of the Church does not actually pulsate in
its movement?
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Besides, our present centralization will increasingly stifle the very
genius of our Reformed Church Order, namely the autonomy of the
local church. We should not place that autonomy in a position where
it comes to the least expression but should seek to arrange so that it
can come more to its right. Though we would agree that Synod may
perform the work of the Church in Missions, Evangelism, Education,
etc., it does not follow that Synod must do so. And if it is evident
that the best interests of the Church are not being advanced by allow-
ing those who may do the work to affect it, should we not seek to at-
tain to such an arrangement whereby those who should do it can oper-
ate at least in a greater measure? Our Denominational activities have
now reached the stage where, we believe, they will be dealt with much
more justly if they are divided among a larger number of constitu-
encies and the responsibilities for these activities are carried by a
larger number of individuals . . . a number which at the same t1m(.
will be more representative of the local churches.

5. The creation of particular synods would give material relief to
our general synods.

The General Synods should meet not oftener than once in two years.
Delegation from Particular Synods would materially decrease the
number of delegates to thé General Synod since six delegates from
seven or eight Particular Synods would not be nearly as many as four
delegates from twenty-one classes. And it is conceivable that the best
qualified to serve as such delegates would be chosen. Matters of local
and regional interest, which now consume so much of the precious
time of General Synods, would seldomly appear upon their agenda.
Many of the appeals and protests would go no farther than the Par-
ticular Synods and it is to be understood that those matters which do -
appear before the General Synods would come there more mature
since they will have been worked over and digested by the Part1cula1
Synods first.

6. Particular Synods will greatly benefit church life in general.
According to leaders in the churches of the Netherlands and South
Africa, such is the case there. We believe that if Particular Synods
were brought to function here, we too would find it so. It is not good,
e.g., that our General Synods always meet in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan. The greater percentage of our people have no contact with them
- except through what they read or their leaders tell them. 1t will be
beneficial for the membership of the Church to be able to live along
more with its broader assemblies. Being able to entertain and attend
those assemblies will help to bring that about. The delegation of re-
sponsibility to certain localities will also cause the people to become
more keenly interested and to take a more vital part. It will permit a
larger number of our Consistory members and Ministers to actually
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grapple with the problems of the Church. Now that is generally left
to the few who attend General Synod or are delegated to the Commit-
tees and Boards. ‘

Particular Synods will also be of profit for the Canadian churches.
. Now that those churches are being organized into separate classes,

they have little contact with the Church in the United States except
through some lone Synodical delegate once a year. Particular Synods
composed of classes both in Canada and the United States will bring
about a greater acquaintance with our denominational life and will
lead to an increased mutual understanding between the churches there
and here,

B. TFrasisiriry.

It is the conclusion of your committee that Particular Synods are
also feasible. We do not take it to be our mandate to arrange a com-
plete “setup” for such Particular Synods. But in order to show that
they can exist and operate efficiently, we feel it is necessary that we
give some suggestions.

The greatest problem in arranging for Particular Synods would be
to rework so the operation of our General Board and Committees that
they could function successfully. We make the following suggestions:

1. Various Committees=

As to the Church Help Committee, the Publication Committee and
the Minister's Pension and Relief Committee, the problem is mostly
budgetary and its seems to us that such could be arranged over a two-
year period without too much difficulty.

Our Back-to-God Radio broadcast has reached the stage we believe,
where its budget and future matters of expansion could be taken care
of biennially, and if an emergency problem arose, it could be cared
for by presenting it at least tentatively to the Particular Synods. A
few difficulties would be encountered but it would be possible and if
our denominational work could be improved thereby, it should be done.

2. Calvin College and Seminary:
~ As to the question, how the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and
Seminary could be made to operate if our Church should organize
Particular Synods, we would suggest the following:

The possibility exists that in regard to this body no changes be made
at all. Classes would still choose their delegates, who would continue
to receive their appointments from the General Synod. The only
difference emerging would be that the Board of Trustees could report
and make recommendations only every other year, since Particular
Synods meeting annually, the General Synod would meet biennially.
. However, it could be argued that a certain advantage would be

gained if the membership of the Board of Trustees were proportion-
ately chosen by the Particular Synods, instead of the classes. The
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elected members would still have to receive their formal appointment
-from the General Synod. The advantage lies in the fact that the dele-
gates to the Board would report to their respective Synods rather than
‘to classes, as now is the case. This means that several more than one
will be responsible for the report to the churches in their area. Gener- -
ally more than one delegate to the Board would be present -as delegate
to the Particular Synod when the report is given. At present one
delegate reports to his own classis and while there is no criticism of
the way this reporting has generally been carried out, yet it remains
true that a delegate can only report as he judges best. No one can well
check the report as to accuracy and completeness. Sometimes.the very
brevity of the report is calculated to suppress questions which ought
to be asked and considered by the churches. It seems that the Scrip-
tural saying: “At the mouth of two witnesses or three every word
shall be established,” would be more honored by the arrangement sug-
gested above. The Particular Synods could further provide such re-
ports for classes and/or consistories as is deemed necessary. There
are certain phases here which might serve to bring our School closer
to our churches.

The newly organized Board of Trustees could continue to adminis-
ter the affairs of our College and Seminary pretty much as it now
does. It could continue to appoint or recommend for appointment the
Professors and Instructors; examine candidates for entrance into our
Seminary; examine students for licensure to exhort, etc., etc.

There is, however, one special problem which must be faced if Gen-
eral Synod, in consequence of Particular Synods, meets every other year,
namely how candidates for the Ministry are to be examined. Fact is
that evén now we are already facing that problem. Complaints are
heard concerning the difficulties our Synods now face with the exami-
nation for such candidature. Besides, think of the great amount of
travel required today when these Ministers-elect have to be examined
by the classes. The organization of Particular Synods offers some
possible solutions which could help to alleviate the problem.

Perhaps the stage has not yet been reached to say with finality
what would be the best answer to the question: who shall declare
Candidates eligible for a call to the Ministry in the churches. Should
our Synod decide to organize Particular Synods, this matter should
receive special study. A few possibilities suggest themselves. Appli-
‘cants could be examined and declared Candidates by the Board of
Trustees as was done in the days when Synod met biennially. Another
possibility would be to refer the applicants to the Particular Synod in
which their home church is located. In this eventuality the time of
meeting for Particular Synods would have to be adjusted accordingly.

— 52—



Other problems would no doubt arise. 'But your committee can
think of none for which a satisfactory solution could not be found.
Certain present conveniences will have to be sacrificed for the greater
advantages to be gained by the organization of Particular Synods.

3. The Home Missions Commiitee:

As to possible arrangements for Home Missions, we should like to
make the following observations: It certainly is not contrary to the
spirit of Home missions to have the control as close to home as pos-
sible’ without impairing its vigor. Evén under the present “setup” it
has become necessary at times to get the control closer to the field if
success is to be realized. In the past, when Home Missions was left’
to the smaller groups, locally, often little was accomplished; some local-
ities had work for their Home Missionaries while others did not;
and funds were not always forthcoming for the work. This led to the
present centralized system. There is no reason to contend that similar
situations would prevail today if the work went back to more local
control. Conditions have changed greatly also in our churches since
those days. And many of the arguments which have been raised in this
_ report agamst the present centrahzed arrangements are particularly
pertinent in this field.

We suggest that Home Missions could be placed into the hands of
the various Particular Synods. Let each Synod be responsible for its
own program. Each Synod would then have its own Home Missions
Committee. A central Denomination-wide committee could be retained
to which each Synod would appoint one or two delegates and the pur-
pose of which would be to discuss Mission principles, get a united
approach to the general problems, and serve to stimulate activity gen-
erally. The Fund for Needy Churches could be assigned to this co-
ordinating committee and the Home Missionary at Large could be
_retained as general advisor and coordinator responsible to that same
coordinating committee or directly to Synod. The work of the Home
Mission Secretary would no longer be required. .

The advantages of this plan would be that a larger body than the
former classes would be in charge and yet the work would be much
closer to the areas in which it is found; this would increase the in-
terest in this work at the home base where it is needed; and the con-
sistories and Ministers on the whole would assume much more re-
sponsibility for the work. The budgets we believe, could be arranged
on a biennial basis.

4. The Christian Reformed Board of Missions.

We should also address ourselves to some problems which will arise
for the Christian Reformed Mission Board if such Particular Synods
are instituted. It cannot be expected that the members of our denomi-
national Board of Missions can be adequately informed as to the con-
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ditions, needs, and problems of all of our several Mission fields, so as
to be able to participate intelligently and effectively in the adminis-
tration of these fields. Only about twenty regular pastors from the
entire denomination are directly connected with the work of foreign
missions, and of these only eight participate in the monthly Execu-
tive Committee meetings which are so important both in the work of
administration and in keeping the Church informed on mission mat-
ters. This condition has as its consequences: (a) the work of foreign
missions 1s far removed from the rank and file in the Church. Not
enough people have any realistic information on the concrete matters
of our mission work. (b) At any given Synod, a negligible number
of delegates have sufficient grasp of mission matters to judge wisely
regarding Board recommendations. (c) A steady increase of “Board-
ism” is inevitable. (d) Zealous interest on the part of the common
peoples wanes. :

In the event that Particular Synods are introduced, each Particular
Synod (or two neighboring Synods together) could have its Foreign
Mission Committee, so that there would be a committee to care for
each separate field, each committee fully organized to administer its
field just as the Christian Reformed Board of Missions now does with
respect to all the fields. Each Particular Synod would supervise the
work of its Committee, and make final decisions, subject to the ap-
proval of General Synod in all matters. involving general policy and

 budget. General Synod would continue to determine general policy

and budget, set quotas for the entire denomination and, through its
mission office, distribute funds to the treasurers of the Particular
Synods.

The Christian Reformed Board of Missions would be eliminated,
and the Director of Missions would be directly responsible to Synod.
The same would apply to the general Treasurer whose functions might
be conveniently combined with those of the Director. To promote
-unity of policy and general understanding of the mission problems
related to all fields, General Synod could sponsor a biennial General
Mission conference, constituted and planned in such a way as to achieve
these ends; such a conference to have no ecclesiastical authority.

We believe this arrangement too will have advantages. The follow-
ing can be mentioned: At least four times as many Ministers would
be directly related to our mission enterprise; more “laymen” would
be enlisted into the service of the committees; General Synod would
have a much higher proportion of delegates substantially informed on
mission matters, and would be competent to carry out its responsibil-
ity without benefit of a General Board of Missions; the mission fields
would be brought home to the classes with a greater measure of real-
ism and vividness; and the Mission Committee members would not
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. be faced with their present impossible task of exercising administra-
tive judgment on five distinct and widely differing fields.

5. The Rearrangement of Classes.

In order to show that Particular Synods are feasible, it should be
demonstrated that our churuches can be properly rearranged so as to
make such an organization really -efficient and profitable. Classes

should be much smaller generally.

At present many of them are un-

wieldy. We suggest the following re-arrangement:

1. ALBERTA — MONTANA

Barrhead-Westlock ...ccceoeveeni.. 80 -

Bozeman .................
. Burdett ...
Conrad ...
Duchess ...
Edmonton I ... 688
Edmonton IT .
Granum ............
Iron Springs .
Lacombe ........
Lethbridge ...
Manhattan ...
Neerlandia ...
Nobleford
Peers
Rocky Mt. House
Vancouver

Congregations, 17; 4,540 souls

2. CADILLAC

TAetna 182
Arlene ..o 56
Atwood .... ..-126
Cadillac .o .110
Calvin (McBam) ....... 225
Ellsworth . S 369
Highland ... ...285
Lucas ........... ..518
MeBain ... ..336
Prosper ... ..421
Rudyard ..ol 199
Vogel Center .....o.cocoeeeeeeeeeeeeoe 368

Congregations, 12; 38,225 souls
3. CALIFORNIA —NORTH

Alameda ... 288
Escalon ... ....142
Hanford ..... ....897
Modesto ....220
Ripon T oo ....630

Ripon Immanuel ......................... 367

Congregatioans, 6; 2,044 souls

4. CALIFORNIA — SOUTH

Souls
Arcadia oo

Artesia _......
Bellflower I
Bellflower IT ... .o,
Bellflower III ..
Compton ..........
Glendale ..........
Los Angeles ....
Ontario ..ce....
Redlands I ...
Redlands II ...
San Diego

Congregations, 12; 4,277 souls

5. CHICAGO —NORTH

Avcher Ave. ....ooooovoveeen 233
Bellwood .........

Berwyn

Cicero I

Desplaines ....oooocreeees 226
Fulton . v e 822
Morrison oo 288
Oak Park ..ot 461
Ridott - 207
Warren Park ... 935
Western Springs .. ... 148
Wheaton ..o 74

Congregations, 12; 5,191 souls

6. CHICAGO — SOUTH
Cincinnati ... 102
Lafayette
Roseland I
Roseland 11
Roseland III
Roseland IV ...
Englewood T ... E
Englewood II ... ... 1097
Auburn Park 552

Congregations, 9; 6,654 souls
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7. COLORADO

AlamMosSa o192

Denver I oot 849
Denver I ..o 768

Dispateh .o 212
) 070 7C) 7oy RO R O 267
PhoeniX ..o 125
TUCSON  veoieeceeeceeanmemreaseasmenasennene 83
Rehoboth .o 207 .

Congregations, 8; 2,703 souls
8. CUTLERVILLE

Byron Center ....comcveeerseenaccaes 948
.Cutlerville ... 773
270 o U 209
D3 17170 ) o WU, ... 282
East Martin ..... ....8352
East Pari ...cccceccecmeceecnmmmmmmemmeneed 376
Godwin Heights .... .....583
Immanuel G. R 476
Kelloggsville . 560
MOBNE aeeeealeneeesemeeceenerercesmmemeeenn 552

Congregations, 10; 5,111 souls

.9, DETROIT

Chatham 830
Cleveland BEast ..occooeicimeeceneees 219
Cleveland West .ooriiiiiiiees 329
Dearborn
07537 50 ¢ SRR
Tlint  eeeeeee-
Imlay City -..
Lansing
Saginaw
Sarnia ..o
Windsor-Essex - ..

WHLAYA oo e e emeeme e

Congregations, 12; 3,698 souls

10. GRAND RAPIDS—EAST
Ada .. . 260
Boston Square ....ooeoe- S, 742

Calvin ... e 887
Dennis ........... eveeameaneenee 861
Fastern ..o caneann 850
Fuller .o 1165
FIrst e 909
Neland ..o 865
Oakdale ..o 1259
Portland ... 167

“'Sherman oot 1050
Congregations, 11; 8,965_ souls

11. GRAND RAPIDS - SOUTH

. Souls -
Bethel e
Burton Heights .

Franklin ............ -

Grandville Ave, ....coooeeeee. 1672
Hope, Grandville ......cccoreeeeeee 551
Lagrave

Lee St.

Seymour ...

Wyoming Park .......................... 865

Congregations, 9; 9,104 souls

12. GRAND RAPIDS—WEST

Alpine Ave. .ot 1424
BroadWay e 752
Coopersville .....ieeeees 319
ColdbrookK ...ooeeeeeeeieeem e 749
Creston .....co..... .. 478
East Leonard ......ccoeeenieeee 493
Grant ... 479
Highland Hills .....ccoooeeee 212
Plainfield ...........

Twelfth St. ...

WalKEY  ceiieeeseeemereeme e canennnes
West Leonard ...ocoeeecrereecenes 529

Congregations, 12; 6,659 souls
13. HACKENSACK

"Englewood ........ aveviererroen S

Newton .ccoceeuuee.
Passaic, Prospect .cvveurecreecenne..
Passaie, Summer ... B
Paterson, Bethel .ooooooeeeieeene.
Paterson, Madison
Paterson III ............
Preakness ......
Sussex ........
Terra Ceia _._....
West Sayville ......ooeeeeiiiies

Congregations, 11; 3,430 souls

14, HAMILTON
(Line from Hamilton to Owen
Sound and South)

Aylmer
Clinton
Drayton 151
Hamilton ..o 610

Ilderton-Strathroy ................246 .
Jarvis
Kitchener . ........oiooaeeaees
Owen Sound
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Sonls
St. Catherine ....cceocoiiiiicvvnreens 221
Winona -.............. .-
Woodstock

Congregations, 11; 2,884 souls
15. HOLLAND

Bethany ..o 489
Central .
East Saugatuck ..

" Fourteenth St. SO 1))
Holland Heights meteemeeme et
Graafschap oo 892

“Hamilton e 97
Harderwyk .oooooeoeeeeeieveveens 311
Maple AvVe. oeccicerrceonens 806

" Montello Pa.rk, .................. 456
Ninth St. e 1173
Pine Cleek ..... 252

Prospect Park ........... 643
Sixteenth St. ..ocveerieeees 805
South Olive ......

Congregations, 15; 9,507 souls

16. HUDSON
East Palmyra ...cccoiieeeeeee. 124

Goshen ..ol 351
Hoboken ..o 27
Lol ceeee e 216
Midland Park ...cceeeooeemeenenne 1314

Passaic, North Side...............%.

Paterson I

Paterson II

Paterson, Prospect .....ccoveeenen.. 483
Paterson IV ..o 495
Ridgewood .o 183
Rochester ..o 313
‘Washington ......coceeeiioeemeeceeee 118
Whitinsville ..o 1136

Wyekoff e 339
Congregations, 15; 7,018 souls

17. HUDSONVILLE

Allendale ..o 649
Bauer ............ -.-296
Eastmanville ........ ...243
Hudsonville T ... ..732
Hudsonville, Immanuel ...521
Jamestown ......oceiivinns ...358 -
Jenison I ... ... ..-958
Jenison, Trinity ... -..229
Lamont oo 376

Souls

North Blendon ..ecooeeeveeeeennn. 353

Zutphen oo 394
Congregations, 11; 5,104 souls

18. ILLIANA

DeMotte ..ocoooeeremeeceeeece s
Evergreen Park ...
Highland S
Lansing cccceevreeemraecccmmmm e

Momenee ....coeoooeneciceeecceee e
Munster .........

Oak Glen oo
Oak Lawn
South Holland I......ccccecoceinivanne
South Holland, Bethany..............

Congregations, 10; 5,819 souls

19. KALAMAZOO

Battle Creek ..oooveeeveeennnnec...... 204
Comstock ........... 280
Decatulr veeeceeeeeeeveeemeeee e 60

GOSNEN  eveeeceeeccemreaeceeee e e cvenceas 159
Kalamazoo I . 695
Kalamazoo I ... 950
Kalamazoo IIT ... 985
MIWOOd oo 435

Parchment ... 245
Congregations, 10; 4,794 souls

20. MINNESOTA — NORTH

Bejou e
Brandon

Brooten

Bunde ......

Clara City .eceeoeeeecerecereeeen
Crookston ... e 98
Emden oo 281
Fort William ..o.ooeiiea 73
Hancock oo s 184
Hull, N, D 241
Minneapolis cvvveececceciricenennen.... 104
Ogilvie oo 230
Pease 858

Portage la Prairie....ccce.e........... 187

Prinsburg ..o 765
Raymond ... ..292
WIMAY oceeeeemeeeeeeceeem e e 59
Holland Center ... 71

Winnipeg oo

" Congregations, 19; 4,458 souls



21. MINNESOTA — SOUTH

) Sonls -
Bemis oo
Chandler ...
(070) 17 < RO
Edgerton I
Edgerton, Bethel ... --408
BEstelline ....ooeoveeeoeoeeveen 84
Holland ... ..296
Hills oo .-209
Leota oo . ..554
Luverne ........ ..155

Mountain Lake .. .
Pipestone _..ocoooveee 134
Tyler e

Volga w884

Congregations, 14; 4,108 souls

22. MUSKEGON

East Muskegon ... . 499
Fremont I ... ...
Fremont IT ... .
Grand Haven I....
Grand Haven II..

Muskegon I ... ... ... 435
Muskegon, Immanuel ... 403
Muskegon, Allen ... ..748

Muskegon, Bethany
Muskegon Heights ... .
Muskegon, Hope ............. . 76
New Era ...
Spring FLake ..
Sullivan ...

Congregations, 14; 6,957 souls

23, ORANGE CITY

Bigelow ... ... .. 159
Hartley ...

Hawarden
Hospers .........

350
Ireton ... ... 501
Middelburg ... 100
Ocheyedan ... . ... 820
Orange City I . ....1029
Orange City II .. ... 455
Sanborn ... -.. 605
Sheldon ..o 616
Sibley ... ... 189
Sioux City ..o 98

Worthington ... . 348
Congregations, 14; 5,032 souls

Pella IT _...

24. OSTFRIESLAND

Ackley oo 110
Allison, Bethel ... ... 80
Austinville ...........

Holland, Iowa. ...190
Hollandale ..... ....242
Iowa Falls ..... 132
Kanawha ... ...370
Linecoln Center ... ....282
Parkersburg ........ : -.274 .
Wellsburg T ..o 359

Wellsburg IT .. ..o 260
Woden
Wright ...

e 177
Congregations, 18; 2,924 souls

25, PELLA

Cedar ...........
Des Moines ...
Leighton .........
Newton ..........
Oskaloosa I
Oskaloosa, Bethel ................... 256
Otley oo ....166
Pella I ...

Peoria 495
Prairie City ...ocoooooooceciceee, 391
Sully

Congregations, 13; 4,911 gouls

26. SIOUX CENTER
Corsica ...
Doon ...........

Harrison .......

Hull, Towa ... .
INWo0d e
Lebanon oo
New Holland ....
Platte ...
Purewater ..ol
Rock Valley I..cocoiionnnn......... 1064
Rock Valley, Calvin. -
Rock Rapids oo
Sioux Center I

Congregations, 15; 6,109 souls

— 58—



27. TORONTO .
(North of Owen Sound—
Hamilton Line)

Souly
Barrie ..o S 103
Brampton ......... -.-.150
Bowmanville .--178

Brockville __........ .-210
Campbellford ....100
Cochrane ........ 111
Cornwall ... ... 84
Dixie ..o ...106

Holland Marsh ...
Kingston ..............
Orangeville .
Picton .........
Toronto .......
Trenton oo

Congregations 14; 1,775 souls
28. WASHINGTON

Abbotsford ........oooooeeveeeen. 160
Bverett e 433
Everson oo 215
Grangeville ... 130
Houston ..oceoeeeeeeecceene. 240
Ladner .ooeocoee. 105
Langlie Prairie .... e B3
Lynden I oo 970
Lynden IT oo 1073.
Lynden ITT ... . 821
Lynden IV o
Mt. Vernon ..., 265
Monros et 266
Ozk Harbor ... 259
Seattle ........... e e neenenn 169
- SUMES oo 548

Souls
Sunnyside .....occeeeemecec s 369
Zillah oot e, 138

Congregations, 18; 6,106 souls
29. WISCONSIN

Sonls
A0 e e v 176
Baldwin .. SSUSUUUUU 1 |
Birnamwood ...oceoeeoeeeearecoeiicaneea 70
Delavan 388

Kenosha oo e

Milwaukee . ... 36
Oostburg ..... ..-419
Racine ...... ...357
Randolph I _........ ...403
Randolph I1 . 266
Sheboygan .....ococceceoeeeecccceereencens 976
VESPEY .eeeiecreaecceeceevvceaie ceemnenereane 114
Waupun .....cocccmrinimeasce e 489

Congregations, 13; 4,322 souls

30. ZEELAND
Beaverdam
Borculo .......
Drenthe -........
Niekerk
Noordeloos
Oakland
Overisel .
RUSK e
Zeeland I .
Zeeland, North St................ 748
Zeeland IXI ..o 806
Zeeland, Bethel ..o,

Congregations, 12; 6,219 souls

6. Arrangement of Particular Synods.
(1) ATLANTIC (Eastern States and S. E. Ontario)

Classis Congregations Souls
Hackensack .coocoeecevceelocnenciee 11 e 3,430
Hamilton ........ 11 2,884
Hudson 15 e 7,013
Toronto ..o 14 1,775

4 51 15,122

(2) GRAND RAPIDS

Classis Congregations
Grand Rapids East....................... 11
Grand Rapids South............__.. 9
Grand Rapids West.............._......... 12

3 32 7 24,728
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ILLINOIS (Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin)

Classis Congregations ©* Souls

Chicago NOTth .rrcerrciccnnnnees 2
Chicago South. ... 9
DHaNg e . 10
Wisconsin 13

4 . 44
NORTH WESTERN MICHIGAN

Classis : Congregations . Souls
Muskegon
Cadillac e erevaiaans 12
Holland ........ 15
Zeeland oo rernean 12

4 53
SOUTH EASTERN MICHIGAN

Classis Congregations Souls
Cutlerville .......... enenammceemaeenreaseraanan E 5,111
Detroit e 12
Hudsonville ......ccvereeceaeeeeecevereeaence 11
Kalamazoo .......cccoeevveereeceeeeceeens 10

4 . 43 - 18,707
NORTH MIDWESTERN (Minn,, S. D.,, N. D, No. Iowa, Central
Canada) . . )

Classis Congregations - Souls
Minnesota NOPth weeeeeecoeecceoieeeniaee 19 e 4,458
Minnesota South .cee.eeoooceiiccvvaeeaae, 14 . 4,108
Sioux Center ............ .18 L 6,109
Orange City ..ocoooccoceervrincaceaceanes deeee 14 R, 5,032
4 ‘ 62 ’ i 19,707
SOUTH MIDWESTERN (So. Iowa, Kansas, Colorado, N. Mexico)

* Classis Congregations © Souls
10751007 31 [« JO O 8 eeemcceasieetraens o s 2,708
Ostfriesland .. 13 ‘
Palla e 13

3 34
PACIFIC (California, N. W. U. S.,, and Canada)

Classis Congregations Souls
Alberta—Montana —oeoviccceeenne. 17 e 4,640
California North ..o 6 e aaaes 2,044
California South ...... 12 e 4,277
Washington ....ccoeceeecanmnicciies 18 FNUUOUOUR - 1]

4 53 ‘ 16,967

7. Meeting time and frequency of particulor synods.

It is our suggestion that Particular Synods should meet once a year,
preferably in the Fall (October) and at any event, early enough to
present matters to the General Synod. This implies that the General



Synods henceforth meet biennially. The several Classes will continue
to hold their meetings twice or three times annually depending upon
local conditions and needs.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS:

In view of the foregoing, your committee recommends the follow-
ing to Synod: .

A. Synod decide to organize Particular Synods. - Grounds:
The Church Order demands them.
Our Denomination has developed to the stage where we need them.
There is no good reason for not complying with this heed.
Greater decentralization 1s desirable.
It is possible to work out an acceptable arrangement.

W

B. Synod appoint a committee whose duty it shall be to make alt
the ‘necessary arrangements for this organization and to report back
to Synod at the time to be specified.

Humbly submitted,

. Rev,, BErNarp J. Haan
Rev. JorRN BREUKER
Rev. JoEN GRIFFIOEN
Rev. PETER Van TuineEn
REev. SiERerRT KRAMER
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REPORT NO. 6

: PATERSON HEBREW MISSION BOARD
REPORT OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION
FOR THE YEAR 1951

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

HE Board of the Paterson Hebrew Mission herewith submits a

report of its activities in the year 1951 for your information and
consideration,

The Paterson Hebrew Mission is under the direct jurisdiction of
Classes Hudson and Hackensack, and is conducted by a Board con-
sisting of four members of each of the forementioned Classes.

During the past year two of the Board members have been replaced
by others. Rev. Hessel Bouma, who served on the Board for several
years and since 1947 served as its President was replaced by Rev. Ed-
ward Joling, Rev. Bouma declining a reappointment. Rev. Edward
Boeve having accepted the call to Ellsworth, Mich., was replaced by
Rev. S. Van Dyken. The Board herewith expresses its appreciation
for the faithful services rendered by the two retiring Board members.

The Board is now constituted as follows: Rev. B. H. Spalink, Pres-
ident; Dr. O. Holtrop, Vice-Pres.; Mr. S. E. Greydanus, Sec.; Mr.
Richard Meyer, Treas.; Rev. Edward Joling; Rev. S. Van Dyken;
Mr. A, Atema and Mr. J. De Leeuw. g

During the past year the Board lost its faithful Superintendent,
Rev. John R. Rozendal, as he, after receiving a second call from the
Chicago Jewish Mission Board, felt constrained to accept that call.
The Board received that decision very regretfully because Rev. Rozen-
dal's name had practically become synonymous with the Paterson
Hebrew Mission as he had been connected with the Mission since
1937. The Board herewith expresses its appreciation for his faithful
services rendered these 14 years. '

The Board, through its Calling Church the Third Chr. Ref. Church
of Paterson, has extendéd 4 calls so far: Rev. Clarence Van Ens;
Rev. B. H. Spalink; Dr. Renze De Groot and Rev. Sidney Werkema,
but so far the man of God’s choice for this work has not been.found.

The Mission workers are as follows: Superintendent, Vacant; Miss
Martha Rosendal, Nurse and full time worker; Miss Wilhelmina Tuit,
full time worker; Dr. Peter G. Berkhout, Physician. During the va-
cancy the Minister Board Members each in turn take charge of the
Saturday evening Gospel meetings for a month.

The activities of the Mission are centered and go out from the Mis-
sion Building at 253 Hamilton Ave., Paterson, N. J.
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The method under which the -Mission workers are operating is
known as the Method of the Mission House. The elements included
in this method are Teaching, Preaching, Personal Work and a Dis-
‘pensary. This method is the result of years of experiment, however,"
the Board has appointed a Committee consisting of Dr. O. Holtrop
and Rev. B. H. Spalink to restudy the methods used for mission work
~ amongst the Jews and perhaps come to some possible change so as
to reach various classes of Jews. As it is, women are predominant of
those that come to the Mission. Very few men come directly to the
Mission meetings.: In most cases they are only reached by personal
visiting at the homes, shops and stores. Therefore the Board decided
to make a study of the methods and also suggest a means to get closer
co-operation in the work of Jewish Mission between the Board of the
Paterson IHebrew Mission and the Board of the Chicago Hebrew
Mission. '

For a further detailed report of the activities of the Mission kindly
note the attached report of the IL.ady Workers.

The Board being confronted with the necessity of providing a Par-
sonage for the Superintendent, in case the Call was accepted, pur-
chased the home of the former Superintendent, Rev. J. R. Rozendal,
with the approval of the Classes. However, since the purchase of the
home some adverse criticism as to the suitability of this home for a
Parsonage has been received from some of the men called and others.
Therefore the Board is of the opinion that we should dispose of this
home again and try and purchase a home that will be more adaptable
as a Parsonage. ’

Kindly note the attached report of the Treasurer, Mr. Richard
Meyer, and the proposed Budget for the year 1933,

Trusting that this report will give you a general oversight of the
work and activities of the Paterson Hebrew Mission for the year 1951.

In conclusion the Board herewith expresses its appreciation to the
former Superintendent, Mission workers and Physicians for their
devotion for this important Kingdom Work and their difficult labor
that they perform in bringing the Gospel to the Jewish people. May
we ask for your continued support, moral and financial, and above
all, your continued prayers and especially your prayers that God may
soon send the man of His Choice for Superintendent for this impor-
tant work.

Approved at a meeting of the Board
held Jan. 7, 1952.
Respectfully submitted,
S. E. GreypaNUs, Secretary
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board,



REPORT OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION
) . FOR THE YEAR 1951
To the Synod ' -
ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN :

In the absence of a superintendent we humbly submit our report
of the work at the Paterson Hebrew Mission. '

The work was carried on under the supervision of the Rev. J. R.
Rozendal until July at which time Rev. Rozendal went to Chicago to
take up the work at Nathanael Institute as superintendent and mis-
sionary pastor.

Miss Martha Rozendal, our nurse and religious worker who has
been in the work for 28 years, met with an- accident at the farewell
meeting for Rev. Rozendal at the Third Chr. Ref. Church, when she
fell down stairs, breaking her left shoulder and hip. We are grate-
ful to God that she is recovering nicely and again able to take up her
work, even though with difficulty at times. Pray with us for a com-
plete recovery.

The Gospel has been brought to the Jewish people in meetings,
classes, clinic, and in visitation in the homes, especially in the apart-
ment houses where many of the Jewish people live. While Rev. Rozen-
dal was yet with us he visited many stores and shops, confacting Jew-
ish men, few of whom ever came into our Mission, yet who heard the
Gospel regularly in their places of business. In the very proclamation
of the Word in this manner we believe the Lord was glorified. May
- our Father, if it be His will, soon provide someone to succeed Rev.
Rozendal in this worthy cause.

We are still visiting the women, and in some instances husbands
and wives together, in the homes near the Mission, and also in apart-
ments on the East Side when time permits. Altogether 1,184 calls
were made this year in homes and stores, 1,872 tracts were distributed,
59 Gospels, 13 New Testaments, and 4 Bibles. We praise God for the
opportunity, and beseech Him for His blessings on this phase of the
work. ‘ '

Gospel meetings were held regularly on Saturday and Sunday eve-
nings during the months of January to April. In May the Board de-
cided to dispense with the Sunday evening meetings and continue only
with the Saturday meetings since the attendance on Sunday evening
was poor, average 4 or 5. The Saturday evening meetings averaged
11 to 12 from January to May, and 14 from June to December. Since
Rev. Rozendal left us, Rev. E. Joling, Rev. O. Holtrop, Rev. S. Van
Dyken, and Rev. B. Spalink, all of whom are members of the Board,
have brought the Word of God at the Gospel meetings, taking their
turns for a period of a month at a time. .

Ladies Bible and Sewing Classes have been carried on Monday eve-
nings and Wednesday afternoons with an average of 9 and 5.ladies
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respectively. Most of these women have been coming for many years.
In some we see an increase of interest in the Christian religion; one
confesses that she believes in Christ although she fears baptism.
Clinic is held on Tuesday afternoons and evenings. Dr. Rooks took
care of the patients in the evening until he left Paterson to take up

Muskegon, Michigan. Dr. Berkhout takes care of the clinic on Tues-
" day afternoon, and since Dr. Rooks left he has also served in the eve-
ning. Miss Rozendal assists the doctor, and since Rev. Rozendal’s de-
parture, also brings the Gospel message.

There are a few Jewish people who come to the Mission for Eng-
lish lessons on Monday and Saturday evenings, and one of them also
on Wednesday afternoons before Ladies Class. Along with their les-
sons they receive instruction in the Word of God.

There have been real problems in our children’s work this year. The
Jews are launching a million dollar campaign to close Jewish Mis-
sions. Most of the actual interference in the work of Missions takes
place in New York, but our Jewish people in Paterson also read about
it in their Jewish papers and fear to send their children to our classes
lest they be persecuted. Only a few children remained with us, but
at the present writing more of them are beginning to come back to
the classes.

Once a month a social is held, to which Jewish people are invited
and also Christians from one of our churches, each church taking a
turn to send visitors. A Gospel message is delivered, and an enjoy-
able evening is spent together. The attendance is usually good, aver-
aging 17 (of the Jews) this year.

During the course of the year Rev. Rozendal and the first under-.
signed have represented the work in speaking for several societies
and Sunday Schools in the churches. Also, we have written regularly
for the Shepherd’s Voice which is distributed among many Jewish
people in this area-and throughout the U. S. wherever Jews are found
in the v1cm1ty of our Christian Reformed Churches. At present the
paper is being printed quarterly instead of monthly as heretofore.

We covet your prayers for the work of Jewish evangelism. We feel
that we are undermanned in this seemingly impregnable battlefield.
Yet we trust that the little we can do in His Name will certainly be
blessed by our King. The foes are great. Ignorance, prejudice, and
opposition surround us, but the Sword of the Spirit of the living God
is able to pierce the hardest heart. Pray for more workers, and also
that we who are in the field may do the work in a manner pleasing to
our Lord and Master.

Respectiully submitted,

WirgeLMmina Tuir
MARrRTHA RoOZENDAL
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THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION OF THE
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR OF 1951

: ‘ RECEIPTS

Balance, January 1, 1951 ... $ 2,874.95
General Fund ... --$ 9,600.00

Offerings ... 184.26

GILEE oo .. 18225

Transfer from Savings Account..... .. 9,000.00

ReNb oot e e et e 144.00

Insurance — Roof Damage .o...ooooovieeieeeeeeevenicrececeeens 12.00

Return on Telephone........... :

Interest on Bonds .......

Bonds Cashed ... i, 82 $23,099.64

$25,474.69

Salaries — Net oo $7,502.35
Withholding Tax ... 401,71 § 7,904.06

RNt ettt 288.71
SJanitorial Work oo 410.85
Telephone e ememameeaboreuerfeme e eaanens et e nsanens e 127.27
Traveling EXPense ....ocoeoceeoemoooecemeerreeesvsseeeamemaeeneaeeeee .. 145.00
Auto Maintenance ... 364.96
MISCEIlANEOUS  ..ocoeceecneeeceecie e emme et s eameeeem e 165.38
Water ............. 16.80
Electric ... 53.01
Prinbing e 9.75
New Roof COVEring. .o cooeeieeeoieeeeeeeee e 121.90
Property TaX i 101.58
-Medical Supplies .. 56.35
Insurance ............ 71.80
Fuel . ettt et eeser e st emens s eeeaens 208,90
'M1sswn Supphes 193.54
Purchase of Parsonage. ..o 12,750.00
Total Disbursements......o.cccoeceeeemee. eeeens $23,074.36

Balance, December 81, 1951 ....oooiomooecueeeremeereeessmeeemrn $ 2,400.28

TOTAL ASSETS OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION
DECEMBER ‘31, 1951

Cash N BaNK ettt e ea e enaen $ 2,400.28
U. S. Government Bonds..........ooooeiiiimmmieceeceeee e 6,000.00
Savings Account S ... 8080
Furniture and Equlpment eeemesesemtatesaemrtesneneaceete s e an e 2,000.00
Building at 253 ‘Hamilton Ave e ... 7,000.00
Building at _234 North 9th St e e 12 750.00

Total Assets... eereeemneeaneeemeeneenee - $80,281.08

AUDITOR’S REPORT ]

I have examined the books and records of the Paterson Hebrew Mission
and found them to be correet, and in agreement with the bank records
from January 1, 1951 to December.31, 1951 inclusive.

(Signed) MELviN W. MONROE.
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THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION OF THE
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

PROPOSED BUDGET ¥OR 1953

Supermtendent Salary oo reereneeeras $ 3,400.00
Children ANOWANEE .o...oooooo oo 500.00
Martha Rozendal, Salary. oo cceiesenceceeeaee 2,600.00
Wilhelmina Tuit, Salary.. ..o, 2,500.00
Dr. Peter G. Berkhout ........... 900.00

Janitor’s Serviee ...l 450,00

AUt0 DEPreCiation . .ooooooooeeeeeooeooeeoeeemeeeeeeeemeeee oo
Auto Maintenance, including Insurance and Llcense .

el et R 300.00
Gas, Light, Water, Telephone ...t 250.00
Supplies for Mission WOTK.- ... ocooocooeeeceeeececrereesines 300.00
Repairs and Maintenance....... 500.00
INSUTANCE wonoreovecacameecreeeeemeaneecemaaeeean 100.00
Medical Supplies and Expenses ...... 160.00
Miscellaneous S I 150.00
Equipment e 100.00

General Fund ..o S
Offerings
Donations .
Interest on Bonds

$10,250.00
600.00
500.00

1,850.06

$13,200.00

$13,200.00

The Paterson Hebrew M1ssmn Board- respectfully requests a quota of

40 cents per family for the year 1958.

Classis Hudson adopted the following decision anent the above re-
port: “The reports by the secretary, the workers, and the treasurer
are approved, and ordered forwarded to Synod. The Budget of 40c
per family is approved and ordered forwarded to Synod. It is decided
that the Missionary’s (Superintendent) salary be approved at $3,600.00
instead of 3,400.00 and with this change the Proposed Budget be ap-

proved and forwarded to Synod.”
Crassis Hupsow

Jacor P. Swmitw,

S. G



REPORT NO. 7

MISSION PRINCIPLES STUDY COMMITTEE

To the Synod of 1952.
ESTEEMED BRETHREN:
This Committee is pleased to report as follows:

I. A BRIEF HISTORY.

The heart of the matteir concerns the question of the Native or In-
digenous Church. In this expression
“the terms ‘native’, referring to what is inborn, and ‘indigenous’, applying
to what naturally belongs to the soil, are practically synonymous, and are
used interchangeably. It should be clearly understood that applied to the -
church, they indicate such a manifestation of the body of Christ which is
by natives in a native setting and under native supervision and control.
This indigenous character of the church, in its vifal and organic relation to
Christ, demands that it come to self expression institutionally, as a church
self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propagating” (Aets 1942, pp. 236,
237).

. In this Brief History, we are primarily concerned with the appli-
catlon of this thought to our mission labors among the Navajos and
the Zunis.

As far as we have been able to ascertain, our official records on
this matter go back to the year 1941. General Conference on our
Indian field, at its April meeting of that year, unanimously adopted
a report, from which we quote in part. It relates briefly how the work
among the Indians was blessed, so that according to the 1941 VYear-
book, the number of the Indian Christians and their baptized children
passed the one thousand mark, and how these were organized in four
churches. Then it goes on to say:

“However, the churches in their development as such have not kept pace
with the growth in numbers to any marked degree. Various factors, such
as distance, language barriers, lack of literature in Navajo, ete., may enter
into the explanation of this fact. But there appears to be a tendency in
the church set-up in our mission work among Indians to retard or even pre-
vent the organization of native, or, as they are called, indigenous churches.
That this tendency is there is evident because in government the churches
are almost as dependent on the missionary as in earlier years, and the active
membership of the church is still comprised largely of missionaries and -
their families and native helpers. The native Christians hold back because
they expect the missionary to continue mdeﬁmtely to assume all responsi-
bility. :

“In most foreign countries a different method prevails. Native Chris-
tians are set to work as soon as possible with a view to establishing a native
or indigenous Christian church. Of late this method is also being tried
among our Navajos by certain misgion groups. Apart from any promise
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of success which these .experiments hold out to us, this method commends
itself in that it is more in keeping with the method set forth in Scripture.”

Thus, the General Conference in 1941 went on record as favoring
re-establishment of native or indigenous church.  Realizing that this
would involve some reorganization of our ecclesiastical set-up in Néw
Mexico, it laid down some preliminary principles to be followed, but
- felt that a deeper and broader study of the matter should be made,
and passed its report on to our Board on Indian and Foreign Mis-
sions. Acts 1941, pp. 214, 215.

The Board, too, felt that such a deeper and broader study was neces-
sary, and without committing itself to the principle expressed in the
General Conference report, passed the matenal on to Synod, recom-
mending that

“Synod appoint a committee to make a thorough study of all thls mate-
rial” (Aects 1941, p. 215).

At the Synod, the Advisory Committee on this matter advised Synod
to instruct the Board of Missions and two members appointed by
Synod, in consultation with General Conference, to make a thorough
study of the feasibility of the establishment of native or 1nd1genous
churches, and to report to the next Synod.

“This wasg adopted (Acts 1941, p. 72). Synod appointed to this eommit-
tee the Rev. P. A, Hoekstra and the Rev. J. J. Steigenga (Acts 1941, p, 137).
The Executive Comm. of the Board appointed the Rev. P. De Koekkoek and
the Rev. A. A, Koning, with the Rev. I. Van Dellen, a former member of
the Board, as Adviser” (Acts 1942, p. 236).

The report of this committee is found in the Syriodical Agenda for
1942, Part 2, pp. 82-92. After an extended discussion of the situation
on our Indian Mission field, it came to the conclusion

“that native or indigenous churches on our Indian mission ﬁeld are
" feasible.”

Consequently, it recommended to Synod to decide the following:

“I. As soon as there is a sufficient number of believers and material
for office-bearers among the Zunis, or in a given district among the Nava-
" jos, native or indigenous churches shall be organized. -
“It is geriptural that the body of Christ be mamfested locally by the be-
lievers who dwell in a certain place.

“II. To direct the Board of Missions, in conjunction with all parties
concerned, to arrange the work in the field in such a way that the mis-
sionaries may be able to devote themselves more fully to the pastoral labors
among the flock and to the “development of congregational life, especially
. by meeting together for worship and fellowship on the Lord’s Day.
© “JIL To grant the necessary funds so that suitable places may be built,
provision may be made to convey people to the meeting places, and more
missionaries may be called, insofar as these measures prove necessary for
the more intensive work recommended for the field.

“IV, To grant priority to these decisions, both as to the Work to be done
and the funds to be allotted. ’
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“This is very necessary both because of the primacy and urgency of the
work, and because of our common past neglect.”

The Board in its report to Synod, declared itself in favor of the
establishment of native churches and asked that Synod express itself
and grant the necessary authority to carry out the plan outlined by
the Study Committee. ACTS 1942, pp. 236, 237.

Synod, too, declared itself in favor of establishing native churches
on the Indian field and granted the necessary authority for carrying
out the proposed plan. ACTS 1942, p. 67.

The Study Committee, in an appendix to its report, also took over
from the General Conference a mode of procedure to be followed,
and presented it to Synod. (AGENDA, 1942, Part 2, p. 91 ff.) Synod,
with a change in wording, took this over. ACTS 1942, p. 68 ff.

The ACTS of 1943 tell that the Board had set up a committee on
native Church Organization. This committee made certain recommen-
dations for carrying out the proposed reorganization. The Board en-
dorsed these recommendations and sent them on to Synod for ap-
proval. ACTS 1943, pp. 246, 247. Synod gave its approval. ACTS
1943, pp. 49-51.

To the Synod of 1944, the Board reported that at Nahaschitty which

“for several years ... has been our most promising mission post as
far as prospects for native church organization are concerned (Acts 1943,
p. 231) prospects for church organization are less hopeful right now than
they were a year ago.”

This was not due to any failure on the part of the native Christians
or the workers. War conditions caused many of the Christians to

move away temporarily to join the Armed Forces or to engage in war
work. ACTS 1944, p. 198. '

In 1945 the Board reported that

“the work at Perea has been more encouraging but the prospects for
early organization of the church at Perea are not as bright as they were a
year ago, for many of the Perea Christians have gone to Phoenix to work
in the vegetable gardens there” (4cts 1945, p. 185).

Also

“the Rehoboth congregation still includes those Christians living in Zuni,
Two Wells, Gallup, Bethlehem Chapel, Perea, Pinedale, Mariano Lake,
and Ft. Wingate, as well as Rehoboth proper. When Synod’s plan for the
rveorganization of native churches has been fully put into effect, the Reho-
both congregation will include only our missionary forece at Rehoboth and
the native Christians living in the immediate area of Rehoboth. TFar-
reaching transitions are not easy to accomplish, however, and only a little
progress has been made in the estabhshment of Believers Rolls” (Aets 1945,
pp. 185, 186).

There is a hopeful sentence in the Board’s report of 1946, which
says that at Nahaschitty,



“there is still a group of b‘elievers . . . which gives promise of developing
into self-supporting native congregation, but that day has not yet arrived”
(Acts 1946, p. 287).

About Rehoboth, it tells us that

“of the native Christians there are a goodly ‘number on the roll, and two
are at present serving in the consistory, but the attendance of thls portion
of the congregation is very light” (Acts 1946, p. 288).

In general, it states:

“Steady progress is being made on 'bhe plan adopted by the Synod of 1942
for the reorganization of native churches. The former congregation .of
Toadlena-Farmington has been disbanded by Classis California. The mem-
bera of this congregation have been distributed to the Believers Rolls of
Rev. J. C. XKobes, Rev. F. Vander Stoep, and Rev. H. J. Schripsema. Be-
lievers Rolls have also. been established at Bethlehem Chapel Perea, and
" Two Wells” (Acts 1946, p. 296).

~In the Acts of 1947, nothing is said about Native Chutches. In
those 0f 1948, there are a few items of interest. On page 225, about
Nahaschitty, the Board once more remarks:

“Some years ago this was our most promising station for the development

of a native church, but disruptions due to the war and the departure of the
missionary have changed the picture.”

On the other hand, the Shiprock missionary

“was able to give encouraging reports on the development of the Believers
Roll in the Shiprock area” (p. 229). .

" The general course of events is summed up as follows on page 233:

“Since the Synod of 1942 adopted a program for the reorganization of
native churches on our Indian field, the Board has been alert to develop-
ments in the carrying out of that program. Changes take place slowly in a
matter as important as this. One of the original native churches has been
disbanded and its membership distributed to Believers Rolls of the mission-
aries involved. The missionaries in charge of the other three congrega-
tions have felt that, for the present at least, they should retain the old
organization. We are watching further developments with interest’ and
~ will keep Synod informed of changes as they oceur.”

In the Board’s report to the Synod of 1949, a somewhat new note
is struck regarding the matter of native churches. From a report
rendered to it by a Committee, it quotes, among others, the following
constructive suggestions:

“That we put forth painstaking efforts to discover, train, and use In-
dians in places of trust. Less of meeting about them and more of meeting
with them, and most of meetings by them.. Was it not Dr. Bavinck, the
Dutch authority on missions, who recently explained the reluctance of the
Indonesians in the East Indies to call back the Holland missionaries to
their original fields from the faet that the Indonesians realized their own
native tendency to let the Hollanders take the lead and to -be passive them-
selves? Similarly, as long as we keep on doing things ourselves and do
not thrust the Indian into the vineyard, he is likely to hang back for a long
time to come. Doing too much on our part involves a risk as well as domg
too little. Let us thrust the Indian into the work wherever possible, and
accompany him with fervent prayers for the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
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“That we train the Indians for service wherever we can ‘lay hands” on
him. Can we not get and use some of those trained at Cook, in Arizona,
and put them to work on our own field, giving them part-time camp work

" and part-time schooling to make their religious, position more sure? With
a combination of study, camp work, and even manual labor, they might
acomplish a good deal, very soon, in natural as well as spiritual things.

“That we curtail or quit the building of large expensive workers’ homes,
and put up, if at all possible, such workers’ homes as will fit the Indian
taste, surroundings, and as will house the educated Indian in a way as
will benefit his advanced but Indian station. In some places we may get
along without buildings at all, if we utilize the jeep and the proper kind
of trailer” (Acts 1949, p. 153).

Here one hears the 1anguage of a practical mmd with a somewhat
fresh approach. One is inclined to turn to the next report wondering
. whether these suggestions are being followed, and with what results.
However, in the Acts of 1950, there is a new turn in the road.

In-its meeting of February, 1950, the Board, evidently feeling-the
need of more light, as to how the ideal of indigenous churches was
to be reached, appointed a Study Committee, which sometime later
reported its convictions on the matter. With these, the Board ex-
pressed “substantial agreement,” but it was not ready to commit itself
- on all the details in the report and asked the same committee to pre-
pare a more elaborate explication of the convictions reported, for the
purpose of presenting this to Synod if the Executive Committee should
endorse it. This report, the Schaver-De Koekkoek-Steigenga docu-
ment was present at the Synod. ACTS 1950, p. 52. '

Early in that year, the Rev. H. R. Boer, Professor-elect of Missions
in our Calvin Seminary and actively engaged in mission work in our
African field, issued a pamphlet in which he sought to express his
view of work done in our Indian field, advocating a strictly indigenous
pohcy, and suggested nine recommendations as a basis for discus-
sion and action as to the future policy on that field. ACTS 1950, p. 53.

He was answered by the General Conference on the Indian field, in
another pamphlet, which defended the present policies in that field,
and expressed its conviction that adoption of the recommendations
made by Mr. Boer would mean the complete overthrow of our work

_in the Indian field. ACTS 1950, p. 53.

All this occasioned widespread discussion in our churches, and re-
sulted in a numher of overtures dealing with this matter, sent to the
Synod of 1950, making this one of the major issues before that body.

The committee appointed to advise Synod on this matter took its

work very seriously. It
“held several long sessions devoted exeluswely to this matter.”

It sought the advice of recognized leaders in the field of Reformed
Missions. (ACTS 1950, p. 54) It requested Synod to set aside a
session as soon as possible for a general consideration of “Indigenous
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Mission Policy.” Tt felt that there was so much material which' should
be clear in the minds of .the delegates before the matter could be
properly discussed. It also suggested a program . for this session.
Synod acceded to the request.and designated Tuesday. mormng for
that purpose. ACTS 1950, p. 27.

At that session, the Advisory Committee presented a prehmmary o
report of its findings as a basis for discussion, and the Rey.-F. Vander
Stoep, representing the General Conference, and the Rev. H R Boer,
explained their respective positions. Dr. J. H. Bavinck commented
on some of the-matters involved, and a general discussion-was held.
After that, this whole matter of “Mission Policy” was refefred back
to the Advisory Committee for further study and advice. ACTS
1950, pp. 33, 34.

Thereafter, the committee, Wlth the mission leaders already re-
ferred to, further discussed the subject in ‘a four hour session. In
the Thursday morning session, it presented its report of all these
labors, with a number of recommendétmns only the ﬁrst of which
concerns us just now, namely,

“That Synod appomt a Study Committee to report to the Synod of 1952.”
Synod adopted this recommendation and appointed us to carry out
the task indicated. ACTS 1950, p. 54. S

This leads us to a discussion of :

II. OUR MANDATE

As quoted above, the mandate is. very generaI, it speaks only of
study. “Taken in its proper connection, it becomes rather clear.

Just before. this, the Comrmttee expresses 1tse1f negatlvely, as
follows :

“The problem as your Committee sees if,:is not that of the 1deal of 2 com-
© pletely indigenous church on our mission fields. - On this, as far as, we
could ascertain, there is complete agreement among the missionaries, in the
Board, and throughout the churches. This has repeatedly been declared
by Synods and in our Church papers, and there has never been any pro:
test, whether official or otherwme, registered against this 1deal” (Acts 1950
p. 54).

This ]udgment of the Advisory Comm1ttee is substantxated by our
historical review given above. Synod found no.fault with it.- So we
may assume that on this we are agreed and.that the study of- thls com-
mlttee is not to bear on the ideal of the indigenous- church

‘The Advisory Committee continues o '

“The problem lies rather in the method by which -this -ideal shall be
reached on our fields with specific reference to the use of educatlonal and
medical institutions in connection with the work of evangehzmg ‘the’ na-
tives, partxcula.rly on the Indian field” (Acts 1950, p. 54).

So our task -is -one of studymg the’ METHOD of attammg 'natlve
churches. :
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Still further light is given in the full material of the committee, undet
the recommendation, given. As presented to Synod, this recommenda-
tion read as follows:

““1. That Synod appoint a Study Committee to report to the Synod of
1952,

a. Personnel — This Committee shall consist of seven members, ade- -

quately representing the divergent views on the problem to be studied.
b. Mandate — This Committee shall be charged:

(1) To formulate the principles of indigenous mission work based on
_a thorough exegetical study of all relevant Scripture passages;
.and in the light of our distinctively Reformed doctrines of Church,

Covenant, ete. .

(2) To formulate the regulations governing the application of such
prmc1ples to the Church and her Board; the Church and her mis-
sionaries; the Church and her duties to the native population,
with special references to finances, educational institutions, and
medical work on the mission field, and the Church and her obli-
gations to the native converts;

(8) To formulate the specific application of these principles and
" regulations to the Indian Mission field.
“This mandate charges the Committee with taking specific cognizance of
the materials listed at the beginning of this report.
“It also urges the desirability of reporting to the Synod of 1951 as to its
progress in this matter” (Aects 1950, pp. 79, 80).

III. EXPOSITION OF MISSION PRINCIPLES.
A. RESPECTING EVANGELISM.

By Evangelism this report understands that activity of the Church
which concerns itself directly with the missionary proclamation of the
Gospel and the consequent founding of churches. This work is the
task of the instituted Church. Only the Church can officially proclaim
the Gospel, administer the sacraments and discipline, and found
churches. This is o basic a principle in the Reformed understanding
of the Scriptures, and so generally. acknowledged, that it does not
stand in need of elaboration here.

For the execution of the Church’s mission mandate, basic guidance
is given in the New Testament. The missionary will also be guided
by other than strictly scriptural considerations, such as, ethnological,
social, psychological, and linguistic factors. The guidance he derives
from these must always, however, be consonant with and in subordi-
nation to scriptural considerations. The main elements in ‘the Scrip-
tural data of which note must be taken, we conceive to be the following:

1. Preaching and Teaching.

In these two activities lie the basic and unchanging forms of all mis-
sionary effort. Paul’s rhetorical question, How shall they hear with-
out a preacher? carries its own answer. There is considerable differ-
ence of opinion, however, on the question of how this preaching and
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teaching is to be understood. Some give so broad a meaning to these
words that every helpful activity in which the missionary might pos-
sibly engage is called preaching or teaching. It is true that the life

of the missionary and the conduct of the mission are a constant “preach-

ment” to the population that is to be evangelized. Of none is it so
true as of the missionary, that his manner of life is “an epistle known
and read of all men.” But the “preaching” that is conveyed by the
exemplary lives of Christians or in the work of Christian institutions
is always an imperfect reflection of the Gospel itself and may never
be identified with the message that the missionary Church brings.
Preaching and teaching are official activities of the Church and there-
fore are to be understood in their narrow and limited sense. In the
modern situation, these activities may make use of radio, sound trucks,
literacy programs, Bible schools, but always the basic sense is to be
narrowly adhered to. '

Especially as a result of the sociological emphasis in religion, many
have come to accept the point of view that a demonstration. of the cul-
tural and social efficacy of Christianity on the mission field may truly
_be called preaching or teaching, and that herein obedience is given to
the command to preach the Gospel to all nations, teaching them to
observe all things the Lord Jesus has taught. Of the place and func-
tion in the missionary enterprise of activities, other than direct teach-
ing and preaching, this report will speak in other places. Here it
must be pointed out that the Scriptures give no warrant for so broadly
interpreting the words “teaching” and “preaching” as is being done
in many quarters today. These activities in the New Testament are
consistently conceived of as the direct oral and written transmission
of the Gospel.

New Testament evidence for this exclusive understanding of the
preaching and teaching activity of the missionary Church is every-
where at hand.- “Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teach-
ing and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also,” Acts
15:35; “But hath in due time manifested his word through preaching
which hath been committed to me according to the command of God
our Savior,” Titus 1:3; a Bishop must “hold forth the faithful word
as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to
exhort and to convince the gainsayers,” Titus 1:9; the Apostles after
the first persecution “ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Chirst,”
Acts 5:42; when Philip met the Ethiopian eunuch, puzzled by the
reading of the book of Isaiah, he “opened his mouth and began at
the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus,” Acts 8:25.

The Church must always guard against identifying or confusing
the message of God’s redeeming grace with the personal, social, cul-
tural, and other forms or patterns of Christian living to which the ac-
ceptance of the message may lead. The message of the Church’s evan-
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gelism is not the Christian life of the missionary; nor is it Christian
institutions in which Christian principles may find embodiment. The
message is always more than these and distinct from these. It is the
message that must be brought and never the imperfect human forms
that result from a response to the message. Only by adhering to this
basic principle can the Church preserve the distinctiveness of her
witness. .

2. Stimulating the Witness of the Converts.

It is the duty of Christians everywhere to witness to their faith with
a view to bringing others to share it with them. The converts must be
taught in a manner suitable to their understanding, that they are proph-
ets, priests, and kings under Christ, and that their lives must demon-
strate the reality of these functions to which they have been called.
This activity must not await Church organization but must go into
effect as soon as their lives are committed to Christ. If the number
of believers is to grow and if a church is to come into being among
them, the native Christians must be faithful in speaking of their Savior
to others as well as in manifesting in all their conduct and relat1on— ,
ships the fruits of their new life,

By “witnessing” we understand a spontaneous and joyful expres-
sion of the faith that has been accepted. The New Testament Church,
as also the early Church following upon the New Testament period,
grew very largely in this way. “Therefore they that were scattered
abroad went everywhere preaching the word,” Acts 8:4; “Now they
which were scattered abroad . . . when they were come to Antioch
spoke to the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus,” Acts 11:19, 20;
... so that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace and in
all other places. And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing con-
fident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without
fear,” Phil, 1:13, 14; “For from you sounded out the word of the
Lord not only in Macedonia, and Achaia, but also in every place your
faith to Godward is spread abroad so that we need not speak any-
thing,” I Thess. 1:8. ,

3. Church Organization.

When, a sufficient number of believers' have confessed Christ and
been baptized, the founding of local congregations should take place.
Thus more firm bases will be laid for teaching, discipline, and fur-
ther development of the Christian community. The founding of con-
gregations should take place as soon as the three marks of the Church
— the pure preaching of the Gospel, the pure administration of the
sacraments, and the maintenance of. discipline — can be maintained.
The spiritual life of the Christian_is normally nurtured within an
ecclesiastical framework. It must be the aim of missionary effort to
bring into being at the earliest opportunity the normal conditions of
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Christian growth. Of these the instituted Church is foremost. It is
not possible to say at what point or upon the making of how many
confessions church organization should take place. Basic is the recog-
nition of the principle that church organization should take place, and
the desire and effort to effectuate it at the earliest possible time.

The position here taken is strongly supported by New Testament
example. St. Paul everywhere appointed elders and effected church
organization, sometimes after the second visit. Such rapid organiza-
tion may not be possible in mission situations today. The missionary
in foreign parts today does not find synagogues as points of contact
or “jumping-off” places for his evangelistic effort. In many areas,
too, the cultural and intellectual level is not as high as Paul found it
to be in the ancient Graeco-Roman world. But the practice of St.
Paul establishes the prinicple that, whatever ‘the conditions under
which we labor may be, organization should take place as soon as pos-
sible. Relevant New Testament passages are: “And when they had
ordained them elders ih every church and had prayed with fasting,
they commended them to the Lord on Whom they believed” (after
second visits to Iconium, Lystra, and Antioch) Acts 14:23. See also
Titus 1:5; Acts 20:17, 28; Acts 11:30.

4. The Autonomy of the Church.

A church so constituted is fully a church and has equal standing
in dignity and law with all other churches. That it will for some time
lean heavily on the missionary for guidance, especially in the absence
of a pastor, is to be eexpected. But this reliance on the missionary
does no violence to its essential independence. Wherever the true
doctrine of salvation is taught, the sacraments faithfully administered,
and discipline is maintained, 'there the true Church of Christ: exists
and no amount of growth and development can make her more truly
a church. '

It is necessary that the sending church recognize this fact. From
this’ recognition will flow increasingly the self-limitation of the send-
ing church in all aspects of her dealings with the younger church. This
principle of the autonomy of the tmission-founded church also implies
that her eventual affiliation or non-affiliation with other churches is
ultimately her responsibility. It is the duty of the missionary repre-
sentatives of the sending Church to offer advice or guidance in this
matter, but they must always remember that they are dealing with
a fully complete and independent church of Christ over which they
have no- ultimate authority, and which, in the long run, must-decide
her own course of action. The great task of the missionary is so to
labor that when the church that comes into being as a result of his
efforts reaches maturity, she will be so grounded in the Truth and so
yielded to the obedience of God’s Word and the guidance of His Spirit,
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that she will in all her affairs act wisely and in accordance with the
Reformed faith she confesses.

The uncertain international situation in which we live today empha-
sizes the urgency of applying this principle. In Africa and in Asia,
the doors may not be open very long for the white missionary. In
the providence of God we have been brought to see a fundamental
principle of missionary method to which a more peaceful and normal
intercourse among nations long kept us from being fully aware. With
particular urgency, therefore, the Committee presents this point for’
the consideration of the Church and in particular, of those who are
directly engaged in the missionary enterprise.

The autonomy of the younger church is best subsumed under the
familiar three heads of self-government, self-support, and self-propa-
gation. The first has already been alluded to under the heading of
“Church Organization.” The third will be taken up under the head-
ing ‘“Training of Native Workers.” In this section we wish to em-
phasize especially the necess:ty of brmgmg into being churches that
are self-supporting. It,is necessary to g1ve particular attention to this
aspect of the church’s independence. It is-the hardest of the three .
ideals of indigenous mission method to attain. Self-government and
self -propagation can be developed from existing spiritual, moral, and
intellectual resources. Self-support involves the application of eco-
nomic resources to the development and support of the church. Be-
cause of the comparative wealth of the sending Churches and the
general poverty of the younger churches, the tendency is everywhere
for the latter to ask and the former to give financial aid. The exten-
sion of such aid has generally been more governed by the ability of
the sending Churches to give than by the wisdom of giving and the
effect it will have on the younger churches. The result has been that
to a far larger extent than is wise, the economic basis of the younger
churches has come to lie in the sending Churches not only, but in a
country not their own. When by war or political or economic dislo-
cations they are cut off from these sources, a radical adjustment to
the new situation becomes necessary. Today, political developments
are beginning to cut the younger churches off from the sending
Churches (China) and this trend may be expected to increase rather
than decrease. These economic and political developments make it
more necessary than ever before that the Christian Church review her
mission strategy on the score of finances.

It is-not possible to say whether any, or how much, or how little
financial support should be given to a younger church. It can, how-
ever, be laid down as a basic approach to the question of support that
— financial support of the younger churches by the sending Churches
should be held to the minimum compatible with their spiritual welfare,
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while their self-support should be the maximum allowed by their eco-
nomic situation. Meanwhile, the constant and aggressive effort of the
sending Churches and the younger churches must be to achieve a con-
dition of complete self-support of the latter. :

5. Pre- and Post-Baptismal Indoctrination.

It is the practice of many mission fields in the world today to
requ1re a relatively high knowledge of the Bible and of Christian doc-
trine before administering baptism. The indoctrination engaged in to
achieve this, at times extends over a period of several years. After
baptism, on the other hand, little is expected beyond church attend-
ance. This policy is general in much of mission practice today.

It ts plain-that the New Testament example constitutes a sharp con-
trast to this practice. There are many instances of baptism taking
place immediately upon confession of faith in Christ. One need only
think of the three thousand baptized at Pentecost, the Ethiopian eun-
uch, Lydia, the jailer, Cornelius. In noting this contrast, it must be
remembered that many who were so baptized were Jews knowing the
Old Testament and who needed only to see in Christ the fulfillment
of the Old Testament prophecies. But the Gentiles did not have this
advantage. They were simply.baptized on basis of faith in a message
they heard for the first time.

The contrast between New Testament practice and present mission-
ary practice should be a subject of continuing study. We do wish to
emphasize, however, that the basic condition for baptism is not knowl-
edge of Scripture and of the doctrines of the Church, but faith in
Christ as Lord and Savior. It is not posmble to hold this faith apart
from a certain degree of knowledge, it is true. But whether the degree
of knowledge required of the convert should be pre-determined by
means of a rather rigid requirement is open to serious question. A
postponement of baptism beyond the coming into being of faith in
Christ deprives the convert of the strength which the sacraments and
membership in the Church provides. Whom Christ receives, the
Church should also receive. It is necessary for the missionary or the
Church to inquire into the reality of the professed faith insofar as
that is possible, and a period of indoctrination and observation of con-
duct is necessary to this end. But the pre-baptismal instruction of the
convert should not be unduly prolonged by insisting on a high stand-
ard of doctrinal knowledge.

Hand in hand with emphasis on a relatlvdy early administration of
baptism and admission into the Christian Church should go an em-
phasis on the need of continuing indoctrination. Instruction in the
faith is even more a post-baptismal, than a pre-baptismal duty of the
Church. It aims at growth in grace and in knowledge, at expanding
the base on which the faith rests, at the development of the convert
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as a member of the Church of Christ, in order that he may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. Indoctrination must there-
fore be regarded as a most weighty part of the pastoral task .of the
Church during the period immediately following baptism. Paul’s let-
ters to the churches he founded should be evidence sufficient of the
thought here stressed. The whole is well summed up in his letter to
Titus, chapter 3:8, “This is a faithful saying and these things I will
that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might
be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profit-
able unto men.”

6. Discipline.

" The exercise of discipline on the mission field is of the utmost im-
portance. If it be maintained in the more established churches, it must
be all the more exercised when a church is in process of becoming.
Often, a sin not called to account establishes a precedent which will
_be most difficult to break.  No activity which the missionary is cailed
on to engage in is more delicate, more demanding of judgment, in-
sight, patience, love and firmness than the maintenance of the demands
of the faith on those who embrace it. The small knowledge and weak
faith of the transgressor must be fully reckoned with, but in.keeping
with the ability to receive correction, the disciplinary correction may
not be withheld. The need for discipline in missionary congregations
is attested by the experience and -practice of the New Testament
‘Church: the case of Ananias and Sapphira;, Acts 5; Elymas, the sor-
cerer, Acts 8; “Them that sin reb}lke before all,” I Tim. 5:20; “A
man that is an heretic after the first and second admonitién reject,”
Titus 3:10, and many other passages.

When we speak-of “discipline” we include a broader sense than the
usual ecclesiastical understanding ‘of the’ term. Discipline. may have
to be resorted to before church organization takes place, and when the
situation requires it, the missionary should not hesitate to resort to it.
When a church has not as yet been organized, the missionary is charged
with the spiritual supervision of baptized believers. He may not hesi-
tate to bar such from the Lord’s Supper when they walk unworthily
of their confession. It may also be salutary to bar inquirers from
classes of instruction' for baptism or to refuse to receive gifts for the
Church or the work of the Mission from them when their walk is in-
compatible with the confession they seek to make. This must be done
judiciously and in love, and generally. after personally laboring with
the offender.. But the exercise of. this type of discipline is necessary
and important. The exercise of discipline is an integral part of bring-
ing a church into being, as well as in the life of the church after she
has come into being.
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7. The Training of Notive Workers.

" Essential for the growth of an indigenous church is the develop*
ment of a native ministry and/or teaching and evangelizing class. If
the young church is to grow inwardly in strength and outwardly in
numbers she must, in the long run, do so in terms of her own spiritual
resources. These resources should come to varied expression, but no-
where more than in the area of spiritual leadership. The highest at-
tainment of mission work is to make the Mission dispensable. Usually
external circumstances rather than voluntary action occasion the with-
drawal of the Mission from the field. The aim of all mission work,
however, must be to create a fully independent Church at the earliest
opportunity. This was certainly the Pauline strategey Paul’'s words
to Timothy speak with éminent fitness. to the missionary of today,
“And the things which thou hast heard among many witnesses the
same commit thou to faithful men who shall be able to teach others
also.” II Tim. 2:2. (See also Eph. 4:11, 12;-1 Thess. 5:12, 13.)

Attention to this aspect of missionary strategy is in order especially
today. We are under the urgency of the fact that missionaries in many
areas do not know how long they will be able to remain at their posts.
If and when the time to leave comes, they should be able to turn the
work over to a staff of nationals qualified to carry on. The possibility
of establishing training schools and classes must everywhere be looked
into. Missionaries devoting their time exclusively to the training of
nationals -for evangelistic service should be set aside for thls purpose
in every area where such a step is feasible.

8. The Approach to the Native Population.

The most difficult aspect of all Evangelism in foreign parts is the
mastery of the language and thought world of the people among whom
the missionary labors. These are indispensable elements in effective
missionary witness.

a. It is-not the function of the missionary to transmit his own cul-
ture to the mission field. He is called upon to preach the Gospel in
terms relevant to the background, character, and mentality of the
people whom he seeks to serve. Acts- 15 teaches that Gentile Chris-
tians can remain what they are and do not have virtually to become
Jews as was demanded by some. Paul did not teach Jewish patterns
of life and. culture, but only “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” The
Gospel does not require a change of calling on the part of the convert,
but it hallows the calling in which he is, I Cor. 7:20-24. Only that
which is sinful in the old life must be laid aside, Eph. 5:3-8. Family
relations remain the same but all is' now done “in the Lord,” Eph.
5:22, 25; 6:1. The same .is true of social life, Eph. 635, 9; Romanb
13:1; 12:11, etc.
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The revolution of the Gospel is from within, it is not effected by
imported cultures and civilizations. It rests with the missionaries’
practical wisdom whether, how, and where, social and economic im- :
provement is to be furthered, and what elements in his own culture
can usefully be adopted and adapted in the process. But culture trans-
misston, as such, is not an integral part of the proclamation of the
Gospel. It is an inevitable, and often desirable, concomitant of all mis-
sion work, but it is not to be raised to the level of a principle.

b. It is necessary for the missionary to know the life and thought
world of the people to whom he ministers. The life and work of our
Lord, the Sent One of the Father, 1s a great example that must not be
lost upon us. His identification with fallen humanity was complete;
His sermons and parables were models of adaptation so that “the
common people heard Him gladly.” As for Paul, he became all things
to all men that he might by all means save some, I Cor. 9:20-23; he
knew the religions of the people to whom he spoke, Acts 14:15; 17:16,
23, 28; he met them in the market place; he sought to please all men
in all things; I Cor. 10:33; he gave offense in nothing, IT Cor. 6:3;
" he preached the Gospel without blaspheming the gods or the heathen,
Acts 19:37. It is not without significance that Paul with his Hellenic
background becameApostle to the Gentiles, while Peter who was so
thoroughly Jewish went to the Jews. If we are to meet the mission
object in his need and meet his religion with the Gospel at the central
point of his religion’s relevance for him, then it is necessary to know
that religion and the whole of the life that is lived in terms of it.

¢. The missionary must know the language of the people to whom
he poes and he must know it well. Nothing should be more obvious
and nothing has been more neglected on many mission fields than this
elementary condition in missionary success. In order to perform ‘b’
above, the learning of the language is indispensable. The language
is the door to the soul of a people. When it remains closed the mis-
sionary can only stand outside and speak through a wall in a foreign
language to people. whom he can never really know.

9. The Spiritual Qualification and Basis of the Missionary Task.

Finally, we wish to emphasize the basic fact that the missionary
proclamation .of the New Testament Church rests for its power and
effect wholly in the work of the Holy Spirit. Christ told His disciples
to wait in Jerusalem until they should be endued with power from
on high. Only after Pentecost did the missionary program go into
effect. We remind the Church and all her mission workers that no
program of action, no exposition of principles, no sacrifice of money
or time or home will or can be effective, unless those who labor labor
truly in the Lord and in the power of His Spirit. We therefore urge
- upon all, and especially upon the workers in the field, the need for
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cultivating an understanding of the indispensability of the Spirit’s
blessing, an awareness of His illuminating, comforting, and enabling
presence, and of a life of prayer to remain at all times sensitive to
His leading .

B. RusprcriNg Mepical Work.

In this section we present the case for. Medical M1551ons and en-
.deavor to supply the Church with the main considerations on which
this work is based. By Medical Missions, we understand the use of
medical. knowledge and skills in Christ’s Name for the alleviation of
suffering in the Mission area to promote the Gospel. Although it is
generally conceded that there is a proper place for medical work as
an auxiliary to the great work of evangelization, it is necessary to -set
forth the basis that underlies this aspect of the missionary enterprise.

1. The Biblical Basis.

a. There is no specific command given in the Bible that the Church
must engage in medical missions. Although Jesus commanded the
Seventy (Luke 10:9) and the Disciples (Matt. 10:1) to heal the sick,
there is no similar command mentioned in the Great Commission
(Matt. 28:18-20) and related passages (Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8). The
closest approach to a command by Christ to use the ministry of heal-
‘ing in the discharge of the missionary task is found in Mark 16:16-18
where we read, “ ... Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel
to every creature . . . And these signs shall follow them that believe

. they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.” The abil-
ity to heal mentioned here, however, seems to be miraculous in kind
and would be the property of believers in general. Medical work as
such is not referred to. Other parts of Scripture are equally silent.
If the Church is to carry on Medical Missions on a Biblical basis,
therefore, the warrant for it will Have to be found, not in a specific
injunction, but in what may be inferred from the Bible on the score
of mercy and compassion as peculiar properties of Christ’s ambas-
sadors.

b. Healing by Christ and the Apostles.

It is not uncommon to appeal to the healing ministry of Christ and
the Apostles for a vindication of Medical Missions. 'This is altogether
proper, but it must be done with qualification. In the first place, we
wish to point out that there is a vast difference betweeen healing by
means of miracles and by means of medicine. Christ is not known
- to have used the latter. Even Luke the physician is.never presented
:as using his skill in the service of the Gospel. In the second place,
healing by Christ and the Apostles had not only the purpose of aiding
the sick, but more importantly of establishing their authority, and
therefore their right to be heard and obeyed. This is evident from
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a number of significant passages: . believe the works, that ye
may know and believe that the Father is in Me and I in Him,” John
10:38; “Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs which God did by Him in the midst
of you,” Acts 2:22; “Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought
among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds,”
1T Cor. 12:12. (See also Heb. 2:2-4).

It is important for our purpose to note that the authority of Christ

and the Apostles was manifested in a spirit of compassion and mercy
for the suffering. The miracles revealed not only the authority, but
also the loving heart of the heavenly Highpriest. (See Matt. 20:34;
Mark 1:41; 5:19; Luke 7:13). Much of the beauty and the glory of
His walk among men would be hidden were we to ignore this aspect
of His ministry. Christ’s and the Apostles’ pity for men in their
suffering and distress prompted them to apply their healing power.
This too was part of their mission. In commenting on Acts 5:12,
Calvin brings up the subject of miracles as performed by the Apostles
and says that Christ by the miracles “doth not only declare His power,
but also His goodness; to the end He may allure men unto Himself
with the sweetness of His grace . ... these benefits do represent the
spiritual grace of Christ.” Acts, vol. 1, p. 203. Continuing the story
of miracles by the Apostles he says, “They used this gift (of healing)
inasmuch as it served to further the credit of the Gospel.” p. 206.

¢. The Law of Love.

Not only in the healmg ministry of Christ and the Apostles do we -
find the note of compassion for suffering, but it is a teaching of the
entire Bible. Such texts as “God is love,” “Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.” “Do good unto all men,” the parable of the Good
Samaritan, the teaching of the unity of the human race, the many in-
junctions to manifest love and compassion in word and deed — all
of these are examples and expressions of the Christian spirit, and con-
strain the Christian to make compassion one of the crowning virtues
of his life. Since it is this life that we seek to plant in the midst of
heathendom, it is fitting that concrete manifestations of it be given in
the context of the evangelical witness. For this purpose no activity
is better suited than the ministry of medicine.

2. The Ministry of Medical Missions.

a. Its Validity.

In the light of the above-mentioned Scriptural considerations, we can-
not doubt that medical work may play a large and legitimate role in
the work of missions. Nowhere does the Church have a greater op-
portunity than in the midst of the superstition and ignorance of the
mission areas for the showing forth of Christian mercy and compas-
sion, and by this means of leading men to Christ. Dr. J. H. Bavinck,
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a veteran missionary and student of Missions, writes, “Ome of the.
first deeds whereby the missionary can show that he has been sent by
Christ is that of manifesting sympathy for the suffering and by trying
to heal them by every means at his disposal. The superstitious ideas
that men harbor he must break down, and show that all human suffer-

ing is occasioned by sin and that God can in Christ save and redeem
man in his fallen condition. For the manifestation of His mercy God
has also caused the medicines to grow in order that in this also, we
may observe His love and glorify Him for it.” (Zending in een Wereld
in Nood, D 49)

b. Its A1ms

(1) To alleviate bodily sufferlng and m1sery to the extent poss1b1e‘
within the Mission area, thereby giving genuine prooi of the inner
_spirit of compassion, and by this means w1tnessmg to Christ's great
love for men.

(2) To counteract within the context of the Gospel the power of
the medicine man and the spurious notions concerning sickness and
health that often exist in areas where Missions are active.

(3) To make Christ known by means of the medical profession.
As he seeks to alleviate the suffering of the needy he makes them see
something of the love of Christ. As one patient was asked why he
went to the Mission Hospital rather than to a Government Hospital,
his significant reply was, “The hands are different.”

(4) To provide a valuable auxiliary for enhancing the progress of
the Gospel. Medical work is not something independent of direct evan-
gelism, but is related directly to it.

(5) To open new avenues of approach for the missionaries among
those who have been touched by the hands of Christian mercy. The
ministry of compassion is a most effective means in breaking down
walls of resistance in the minds and hearts of those among whom the
Mission works.

c. Its Integration with the Total Missionary Witness.

The Medical missionary may never be conceived of, and above all,
must never conceive of himself, as being a medical man at one time
and a missionary at another. At one and the same time he is both. The
glory and distinctiveness of his service is that in his capacity as a med-

" ical person he performs his missionary service. His ‘witness lies in the
ministry of healing, It is in this ministry that his love, his Christian
attitudes, his skill, his message must come to expression. He is a
Christian Doctor or nurse, manifesting in faithful medical steward-
ship, the Highpriestly love of his Lord.

Only when this is kept clearly in mind, will the Medical Depart-
ment of a Mission contribute its full share to the total witness. It will



then form, with other branches of the Mission’s activities, a unity of
service and witness that shall be most conducive to show forth the
fulness and riches of the redeeming Christ. It is understood that the
Evangelistic personnel has a task to perform in the medical program
and a proper integration of the two branches must be achieved to effect
an adequate total service to the patients. Christ’s army will move for-
ward most victoriously when each battalion has its own sector, its own
assignment, its own task, but all intent on one aim—the planting of
the Banner of Christ in the territory in which the conquest is being
attempted.

d. Its Scope.

No universal rule can be laid down rega1dmg the extent of medical
work to be undertaken, Every undertaking will have to be judged on
its own merits and in the light of the principles suggested by the en-
tire study we are submiiting. We wish to point out, however, that
we are concerned with the progress of indigenous missions. For this
reason, diligent attention must be given to -such questions as — the
native ability to contribute to the support of the work, the retaining
of proper proportions between the evangelistic and the educational,
medical, and other aspects of the Mission, the use of native personnel,
the size of the community served, and the existence of nearby Govern-
ment or other medical facilities.

e. Its Dangers:

(1) Institutionalism. :

Medical work, perhaps more than any other aspect of -a mission, stands

exposed to the danger of becoming an end in itself. Physical needs
are always great and the medical work can develop almost indefinitely
.in meeting them. The functioning of the medical work as such, and
its expansion, may come to preoccupy the mind and time of the staff
so, that the institution no longer stands in vital relationship to the
whole task and purpose of the Mission. There is needed, therefore,
on the part of the medical staff and the other Mission personnel alike,
a constant guarding against this danger. We believe that one of the
ways in which this may most effectively be done is by a recognition of
the unity of the Mission endeavor in its entirety manifesting itself in
close co-operation, administratively and personally, among all the
personnel on the field.

2) Htgh—pressure Conversion Methods.

As it is possible for a medical program virtually“to forget its evan-

 gelistic task, so it is also possible that it perform this task in 2 manner
unbecoming to the character and spirit of the Gospel. Missionary
medical personnel must always be scrupulously caréful to avoid creat-
ing' the impression that the price of medical attention is attendance
upon Gospel services or forced speaking with evangelists. Although




“we believe that the aim of medical work is also to spread the Gospel,
we do-not believe that high-pressure methods are compatible with the
manner in which the Gospel should be spread. There is not only room
but need for a witnessing ministry in medical work. But it must be
done tactfully and invitingly and wholly in keeping with the entire
public ministry of Him Who said, “Come unto Me all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” :

f. Its adaptation to native needs and participation.

The Mission, in its medical activities, seeks to relieve the pressing
physical maladies of the natives. It cannot possibly set up services for
all the ailments, diseases, and handicapped conditions prevalent. It
will encourage the natives to help themselves by training them in health
and hygienic measures, and will introduce practices which contribute
to the prevention of diseases. To be true to the indigenous goal, the
Mission will train and employ native Christians and make possible
the ever growing support and responsibilities of the native community.

C. RespecTiNG EDUCATION.

THE MAJORITY REPORT.

1. The Delimitation of the Term. ‘

The thought of teaching is essential to Christian Missions. God
made man a rational being. To him He sends missionaries to bring
the message for him to receive, to digest, to live by. This is essen-
tially teaching. It is inherent in the concept of Missions.

Our Lord made that explicit in the Great Commission of Matthew
28. In it He commanded His followers to disciple the nations, that is,
to teach them the mind and ways of the Master and to lead them to
follow Him. He also added, “teaching them to observe whatsoever
I commanded you.” Evidently, this was to be the teaching after con-

" version to the Master, but the first thought, of making disciples, defi-
nitely indicates teaching unto conversion. This is exemplified in the
Apostle Paul and all true missionaries: their first task is to impart
the contents of the Gospel as conveying the mind of God, in order
that men may think on it and yield to it. This is teaching, a sort of
educational missions. ,

This may be done in different ways, for instance, by addressing
groups, as Jesus and Paul often did; by personal instruction, as in the
case of Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, and Appollos; by visits
in homes, as Peter did in the case of Cornelius, and as is commonly
done today. Always the contents of the Gospel must first be stated
and explained and illustrated, so that men may have some compre-
hension of what they are urged to accept. In other words, teaching

“is primary.
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At times this teaching may go beyond the contents of the Gospel as
such. For instance, missionaries may find it advisable and effective to
‘teach men to read, in order that they may read the Word of God for
themselves. It has pleased God to give us His revelation in written
form. He has given men knowledge of the languages in which He
gave IHis revelation, so that they can translate it into other tongues.
He has led men to discover how to put the fruit of this work into
- printed form. But often the people to whom the Gospel is brought
cannot read. Then it becomes part of the missionary task to teach
them how to read so that they may be able to study the written Word
of God. This is done, not because it is dxrectly stated in the Great
Comimission, but because the missionary is convinced that this is a
Ieg1t1mate means which God has provided and that it may be far more
¢éffective than transmitting the message by word of mouth.

All this may correctly be called Educational Missions, for it is teach-
ing as an integral part of mission work.

H owever, i present missionary parlance the term “Educatwnal
Missions” is often, if not generally, used in o more limited sense, that
of teaching the children of heathen parents, in schools specially main-
tained for that purpose. This report is especially concerned with this.

Christian Missions. has a great interest in children. When Jesus
was on earth, children swarmed around Him. We have no specific
instance of Jesus teaching the children separately. But He certainly
welcomed them, took them in His arims and blessed them, used them in
parables. His messages were often given in such form that children
could follow them. He healed children as well as adults. To suggest
that He, in any way, pushed back the children in favor of the adults,
is to mislead. When, He finally told us to disciple the nations, He
naturally included the children, for the common concept of nations
is ome that includes them. The opposite is unthinkable.

Of the great missionary, Paul, too, we have no specific instance to
show that he gave special attention to children. But this gives no war-
rant for saying that he excluded them. One certainly would not ex-
pect that. One would rather expect that he would grasp every oppor-
tunity to bring the Gospel to people of whatever age. If he did not
single out children for special attention, it certainly cannot have been
because he. felt that he had no message for them.

Our Reformed covenant emphasis would lead us to view work with
the children as very important. Children also need the Lord, and °
Jesus died to save children as well as adults. Moreover, we labor with
parents in the hope that they will become believers. When they do,
their children become covenant children. With a view to that, it cer-
tainly would look like wise strategy to endeavor to prepare these chil- )
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dren also for their place in the Church by laying a foundation in their
lives as early as possible.

This work with the children, too, may be done in a variety of ways.
In many instances, they are included in the general audience to which
the Gospel is brought. Visits in homes may be directed to the children
as well as to the adults. Probably some personal work can be done. A
very common means of reaching them is the Sunday School. On cer-
tain fields there are Government day schools or boarding .schools in
which there is an opportunity to teach the children the truth of the
Bible. In other instances, schools have been erected and maintained
by the Church, with a curriculum comparable to that in the public
schools, as an aid to the Gospel.

In recent years, once and again, the propriety and effectiveness of
this last means to promote the Gospel has been challenged. It is an
important part of the task of this committee to study this matter and
- to advise Synod on it. The question is: Is it proper and advantageous
for the Church to use schools, full-fledged schools, whether day schools
or boarding schools, as an aid to evangelization?

2. The Biblical Basis.

In trying to find an answer to this question, we naturally turn to the
Bible for a precedent. The fact is that there is none. The Apostle
Paul did his work in a world in which this question did not come up.
His hearers had the benefit of a high civilization and had their schools.
There was no need of establishing schools to aid missions. The idea
would not fit in with the task which evidently he must perform. It
was his specific task to plant the Gospel in centers from which it might
radiate. Seldom did he stay in one place long enough to do any kind
of intensive work, such as might be done, for instance, by maintain-
ing schools, for inculcating the Gospel. Some may point to Acts 19:9,
which states that Paul, at Corinth, when the Jews proved themselves
contrary, separated the disciples from them and disputed daily in the
school of Tyrannus. Probably this was a building which had been
used or was even then being used by a Tyrannus for teaching. Here
Paul met people daily. Evidently this work was with adults. It con-
sisted of reasoning, not in general, but, of course, about the Gospel,
about Jesus Chirst, the Messiah, the Savior of the world. It compares
in no way with work in Day Schools, with children, such as we are
thinking of now. '

We feel that in this connection, brief reference must be made to
the Great Commission, in which Jesus charged His disciples to teach
the nations “to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”
Our impression is that this teaching was to follow conversion and
baptism with a view of further instructing the converts in living the
new Christian life. It is a general expression, not putting any empha-
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sis on a particular age or class. The committee which investigated our
Indian and Foreign Missions’ Educational Policy, in its report to the
Synod of 1946 (Acts 1946, p. 133 ff.) argues that this Great Commis-
sion leaves room for the religious teaching of the pagan children,
that the Apostles welcomed children into their audiences, and must
have taught them the words of life. With this we: readily agree, but
we feel constrained to point out:

(1) That this committee, once and again, admits that there is no
direct evidence that the Apostles engaged in teaching heathen children,
so that, admittedly, there is no precedent;

(2) That such teaching of heathen children, presuming that it took
place, must have consisted of teaching them the Word of God, instill-
ing the truth of the ‘Gospel;

(3) That such teachifig is no precedent for the matter just now
under discussion, namely, the erecting and maintaining of Day Schools
or Boarding Schools, in which heathen children are given a full-fledged
. education as an aid to Gospel work. So, we conclude that Matthew
" 28:20, offers no precedent for such educational work, nor do we find -
any other passage in Scripture showing that such work was done in
the early days of the Church.

The fact that there is no precedent for such work in Scripture must
not be misconstrued. It does not warrant the conclusion that the Bible
forbids the use of such schools. What Paul and others might have
done, had they lived in our day, we do not know. It simply means
that on this score Scripture says nothing directly.

In this connection, it is well to remind ourselves of' the peculiarity
of the dispensation in which we are living. On this, the late Profes-
sor W. Heyns, a teacher of Practical Theology in our Calvin Semi-
nary, wrote as follows (translations ours): “It is not possible to give
a text for every provision of our Church Order, which was necessary
for the government of the Church, to prove that 1t is directly based
upon the Word of God.

The explanation for this fact lies in the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. For by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Church was raised
to maturity, while in the Old Testament it had been in a state of
minority. For that reason, being a minor, she was in the Old Testa-
ment placed under tutelage of precept upon precept, line upon line.
In the New Testament, being raised to majority, she must be freed
from this tutelage and be placed in freedom (Gal. 4:1-5). This was
also necessary because the Church was destined in the New Testament
to become worldwide, to spread to all lands and to all peoples, there
to live under all kinds of conditions and circumstances.

For such a Church, it was not possible to be bound to a certain set
of rules and directions. What may be for her edification in certain
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\circumstances, may be harmful in other conditions. For instance,
the Church Order of Dordt contained a set of regulations which were
good for that time, but which in our day cannot be used.” (Prof. W.
Heyns, Het Ouderlmgschap, pp. 36, 37)

This means, then, that in ascertaining proper missionary policy, we
-are not bound to direct Scriptural expressions and precedent. We may
proceed by inference from the teaching of Scripture, as we under-’
stand it, and apply it to the practical situations confronting us today,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit Whom our Lord gave to His
Church. We may also be aided by the missionary experience of those
who have been engaged in such work or have been close to it, or even
been the objects of it.

Proceeding along this path, the majority of your committee, after
much thinking and discussion, has come to the conclusion that, with
certain provisos, it is proper and advantageous in the work of the
Gospel, to use schools, Mission Day Schools or Boarding Schools,
with regular curriculum, as an aid to evangelization.

Please note that the majority is not saying that such schools are
indispensable to the Gospel; that without them the Church cannot dis-
charge her obligations of bringing the Gospel, and that without such
schools there can be no conversion. To assert that would be to under-
estimate ser1ously the power of the Gospel and to fly in the face of
much missionary history. But we are convinced that the Church may
use this means and that it can be very helpful in making the Gospel
effective in the lives of men.

. FIRST: there is the general thought that it is proper for the Church
in her work to use any means which is congenial to the Gospel. By
the latter expression, congenial to the Gospel, we mean, for instance,
the Church must not seek to make converts by the use of the sword;
by bribing people with material gifts, by intrigue, by compromising
the real meaning of the Gospel, and such means. All these are con-
trary to the Gospel as such, do not fit with the Gospel, are not con-
genial to it. Means must be used which do indeed further the dissemi-
nation and the effectiveness of it. And any such means may be freely
used. Paul in his day used the available means of travel; utilized
synagogues, homes, the school of Tyrannus, Mars Hill, any place at
hand; made use of such modes of writing as were in vogue; quoted
literature of his day; became all things to all men. We get the im-
pression that he would use any means not essentially in conflict with
the Gospel to promote it. We believe that the Church today may do
the same. All things are given us to be used for Ged. Material means
must serve spiritual ends. The Church has not hesitated to use mod-
ern means of_ travel, the printing press, medical skills for the Gospel.
Why should she not use schools if they can serve the Gospel?
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"SECOND: we believe that such schools can be and are a great help
- to the Gospel.

a. In the time of youth the mind is most impressionable. It needs
no proof that what one learns in youth, generally speaking, has the
greatest effect in his life. This is true also on a mission field. If the
child in youth is imbued with heathen ideas, superstitions, ways of .
living, it is the more difficult later to fill his mind with Christian'ideas.
It would seem to be good strategy, where opportunity exists, to train
children in the meaning of the Gospel as early and as fully as possible.

b. The Gospel is wide in its scope. Salvation means redemption,
not only of the soul, but also of the body. Indeed, it means the re-
newal of the whole man, in all his thinking and relationships and
activities. We Reformed Christians are fond of emphasizing this over
against those who practically limit salvation to the redemption of the
soul from sin. That is distinctive of our conceptlon of the Gospel and
we are convinced that it is Biblical. That is the conception of the Gos-
pel we must instill also on our mission fields. That can be done to
an extent in the preaching and in Sunday School work, but it would
seem that it can be done in no better way than in schools where teachers
have opportunity every-day to bring this out in a variety of ways, in

" connection with all the subjects taught. On this point, Dr. J. H.
Bavinck, the well-known Duich authority of Missions, wrote: “This
part of the preaching of the Gospel can in the nature of the case best
come to its own in the schools. The mission ‘schools are excellent op-
portunities where the light of the Gospel can shine forth on all spheres
of human thought and activity.” (Translation ours; Zending in een
Wereld in Nood, p. 46)

c. For the {ull absorption of this wide-orbed Gospel,: training of
the mind would seem to be very desirable. We, Reformed people, are
strong in emphasis on training. We insist on a trained ministry,
trained teachers, and training of Christians in general, as much as
possible. That helps us to assimilate the truth of God, to see the unity
and meaning of it for life, and to impart it effectively to others.
The same holds true on the mission field. By giving the children an
effective education, we enrich their lives, impart to them more fully
the contents of the Gospel, condition them for a full absorption thereof,
. and prepare them more effectively to impart the Truth to others and
to live it intelligently in their own lives.

d. This training, along with evangelistic work, will be of great
value in building a Christian Church on the mission field and in de-
veloping a Christian community. As the Church is established, it will
immediately have an intelligent membership coming up, trained in the
Truth 6f God in a much broader way than can be done without such
schools. We know that one of the means which has made our Chris-
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tian ‘Reformed Church relatively strong in comparison with some
* other Churches, is the training of our youth in Christian Day Schools.

" The same should be true in a native church, newly established on
a mission field. If we let this go until a Church and a Christian com-
munity are established, the academic Christian training of the youth
will be greatly delayed. New converts do not immediately feel the
need of parental schools and are usually unable to maintain them. If
a Christian school is to be opened, the Church will have to take the
initiative at least in the opening stages, and even the Minority would
have no objections to that, Then, would it not appear wise to begin
this work a generation earlier and thus hasten the development of a
Christian community ?

e. Experience has generally shown that these schools open the
. homes from which these children come to the bearers of the Gospel.
The fact that their children are in such a school maintained by the
Mission, makes the parents conscious of the school and of the Mission.
As a rule, they apply for admission of their children. All this pro-
vides an opening. When mission workers call at the homes, there is
at once a point of contact, and usually a friendly, sympathetic attitude,
which is very helpful. This is a by-product which has great value.

f. The children themselves carry the Gospel home. Naturally, at
times, they talk about happenings in school, sing songs they have
learned, tell stories they have heard, show pictures they received. This
brings with it, at least, some slight acquaintance with the Gospel, and
the bearers of it, and at times serves to prepare those in the home for
the message as they hear it on other occasions. This, too, has value
which is not to be underestimated.

A general observation. Perhaps it would be expected of us that we
would go into the history of Missions to prove that such mission
schools have indeed been effective in promoting the Gospel. Probably
this argument could be used in both a negative and a positive direc-
tion. We could quote’ instances in which such schools evidently have
borne rich fruits, We could also point to other instances in which
such schools have developed in the wrong direction, have overshadowed
the Gospel work and have been a hindrance rather than a help. It is
precisely the latter fact which is one of the reasons why the propriety
of having such schools on a mission field was challenged. It was
thought best by your present committee, not to use this argument, pro
or con, but rather to rest our whole case on the fundamental principles
" underlying such schools, to which we have sought to address ourselves
in this section. On the basis of these, the Majority is of the convic-
tion that the use of such schools can be of great help to the Church
in bringing the Gospel to the heathen.



THIRD: We do not believe that it is 1mprope1 for the Church to
maintain and conduct such schools. :

We Reformed people are committed to the principle of sphere sov-
ereignty. While this principle is not specifically stated in Scripture
in so many words, it is derived from its plain teaching, and generally
among us regarded as valid. Ever since the great Dr. Abraham Kuy-
per opened the Free University at Amsterdam with a masterful ora-
tion on this principle, it has been regarded as of fundamental 1mp0r~
tance and much of our practice has been based on it. It means that in
. life there are different spheres, such as the Home, the Church, the
State, and others. Of these, each has its own task to perform, and
therefore, its own sphere in which to operate. It is the task of the
- Home to provide for the bringing up of the children and to provide a
general foundation for all of life. The Church, as an institution, must
preach the Gospel and administer the Sacraments. The State must
maintain justice among its citizens in general, provide for public order,
and so on.

According to this principle, then, it is the primary business of the
Church as an institution, through its officers, to preach the Gospel and
to administer the Sacraments. That is among us regarded as a truth
not to be questioned. Your committee, too, is wholeheartedly com-
‘mitted to that position. We believe that, generally speaking, it is a
valid distinction and serves to clarify our thinking and action and may
be regarded as an ordinance of God given in His creation.

This has led to the argument that it is improper for the Church to
provide such schools as are now under discussion, that in doing so
she goes beyond her sphere and breaks an ordinance of God. On that
we should like to remark the following:

(1) The distinction between these spheres, while valid for general
purposes, is-not an absolute one. It does not cut up life in so many
departments which are airtight and have nothing to do with one an-
other. They are vitally related and do actually overlap, For instance,
when a new home is established by marriage, not only the home, but
also the Church and the State are vitally interested and make their re-
quirements. So in the education of the children, all these are interested
and make their demands. They are not completely separate.

(2) In practice, we have long recognized the principle that the
Church has much to do with education. It properly maintains schools
to educate its ministry, if necessary from the bottom up. That, not
because there can be no Church without an educated ministry, but
because an educated ministry makes the Church so much stronger.
Thus also, if parents in the Church neglect the education of their chil-
dren, the Church will deal with them on that score. If the parents are
unable or neglectful, the Church may take the initiative in starting a
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movement for Christian Education, partly because Christian Educa-
tion immeasurably strengthens the Church. Thus to this day we re-
gard it so important that there be Christian higher education provided
for our youth, that we maintain Calvin College, not only to educate
our future ministers, but also to provide higher education for a much
wider circle. Even the Minority of this committee holds that if Chris-
tian parents in a new church request it, the Church may provide Chris-
tian education, thus entering upon the sphere of education.

(3) It appears to us that the same type of reasoning holds in re-
gard to the mission schools under discussion. Such schools can and
do greatly strengthen the preaching of the Gospel in the mission field
and contribute much to provide what has been called “rootage” for
the church to be developed. If the children are not given Christian
training, they will receive un-Christian training, and this will hamper
the work of the Church with them. It seems to us that the Church
from the viewpoint 'of effective strategy, with a view to the benefit
accruing for her own development, is justified in using this ‘means
to aid the Gospel work.

In doing so, the Church to an extent, makes use of the culture of
its day as a vehicle for transmitting her message. This has been urged
against the use of mission schools by the Church. It has been urged
that the transmission of a culture is not the task of the Church. To
this latter proposition we readily agree. But the question arises—
how can the Church ever spread the Gospel anywhere without mak-
ing use, to a large extent, of the languages and customs and the liter-
ature and the skills which make up the culture of its day. It just can-
not be done. This culture is an indispensable vehicle for the message
of the Church. Only, the important part is the message and not the
culture which must serve it. The culture must be used with a Chris-
. tian content and spirit. Then the Church may use it for the work of
the King, to Whom all things must serve.

(4) The use of such schools acquires particular urgency where
such schools are about the only effective means of reaching heathen
children. In certain instances, day schools can be used. In many
cases, Boarding schools seem to be the most effective. In some places
there are Government Boarding schools in which some work can be
done with children; but the time is usually limited to no more than an
hour a week, and the tendency is to limit it still more. It is far more
effective to have Boarding schools maintained by the Church, where
a thorough Christian training can be given.

" (5) These children come by the voluntary consent of the parents.
The parents are the parties made responsible by God for-the train-
ing of their children. It would not be right, supposing that were pos-
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sible, to take the children against their wishes. But, when they are
willing, and even eager to have their children receive the training
which such schools offer, the Church, in taking over the training. of
such children, is not usurping the place of the parents, but doing for
them what -they themselves are unable to do, and at the same time,
grasping a wonderful opportunity to strengthen the work of the Gos-
pel among the coming generation.

There is a possibility that these parents would send their children
from ulterior motives, such as financial advantages. Even so, there
would seem to be an opportunity which ought not to be dlsregarded
When people came to Jesus, hoping to receive bread by His. miracu-
lous power, He reproved them for their wrong motive, but He kept
on doing miracles and bringing them the Word. We do so in preach-
ing the Gospel. We should do the same in education.

FOURTH: We believe that this fits with the Christian concept of
education. *The purpose of education in general is to develop man, to
broaden his understanding, to train his faculties, and to bring him to
a fuller use of the talents with which he has been endowed. These
talents were given him by the Creator. Insofar as education aims to
give him a better understanding of the world in which he is to live and.
to develop his native endowments, we may say that education is rooted
in cteation.

However, we are thinking of Christian Education, which has Christ
the Redeemer and King at the center. It roots, not only in creation,
but also in the redeeming work of Christ. It holds that education is
not really education unless it leads to- God, Whose is the world we
live in, and unless it teaches us to live properly for that God. It has,
fundamentally, the same aim as the preaching of the Gospel, namely:
to make the whole man serviceable unto God, Who is the End of all
things. It follows a different method; the specific content of its teach-
ing is different; but it too, ultiately leads to God and His service.
Tts specific aim may not be to bring children to conversion, yet it is
vitally interested in conversion. Unless there be on the part of the
student, a personal, vital commitment to the service of God, all the
efforts of the Christian educator will fail of their full effect. One
can hardly conceive of a thoroughly Christian teacher, whose passton
is to develop his pupils for the service of the Lord, who is not greatlv
interested in the spiritual condition of those he is trying to teach. As
an educator, he is not specifically charged to preach the Gospel to
the pupils with a view to conversion, yet the dedication of the life to
God is so essential to what he he is trying to accomplish, that the two
can hardly be separated.

Thus there is nothing incongruous, as we see it, in the Christian
educator aiming at leading his pupils to the Lord. Certainly, it can-
not be said that he may not do that. As a Christian, he has not only
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~ -the right but the duty to point his pupils to-the Lord. To tell him

that he may only teach his subjects but may not influence his pupils
to choose definitely for the service of God, is to ask the impossible of
him as a Christian educator and to crlpple him in an unwarranted
marner in the performance of his task. If he does make it his ain
so to influence 'his students, along with the proper teaching of his

- courses, he is not deviating from his proper path as an educator, he is

just being a good Christian educator. How could he do otherwise and
be a real Christian teacher?

Thus we do not feel the force of the argument — Let education be
education and not be used for conversion. We feel that the two, edu-
cation in the Christian sense and conversion, are so closely related
that they can very well be combined in a Mission school as an aid to
the Gospel.

3. Governing Principles.
" The ideas set forth above should determine the principles which are

' to govern such schools. Since this must shortly go to the printer, we

give them only in a provisional, skeleton form. No doubt, if the Church
proceeds in the direction recommended in this report, they shall have
to be developed further

a. Their Character. -

. These schools are to be a part of the whole Mission program. They
are not to stand by themselves, much less to overshadow the evangel-
istic program or take the place of the preaching of the Gospel. And
they. are not to be confused with parental, covenantal schools to be
established after a Christian community has come into being.

b. Their Aims:

(1) To develop the knowledge and capacities and persona11t1es of
the pupils;

(2) To instill a Christian world and life view into the puplls

(3) To break down heathen beliefs and attitudes and superstitions
in the pupils;

(4) To supplement the teaching given by the evangelistic agencies;

"(5) To help bring the child to the Lord, without falhng into “Child
Evangelism”; ‘

~(6) To prov1de rootage for an intelligent native church membersh1p

¢. Their Curricula:

( 1) A thorough academic trammg is to be given, comparable to
that in corresponding public schools, but with a Christian approach;

(2) To this are to be added thorough Bible courses;

(3) There should be personal guidance as much as possible;

(4) The native language and history and customs and lore should
be used as much as possible.



d. Their Physical' Equipment:

" (1) Adequate to do the work in a creditable manner and to meet
modern standards for such educatlon, '

(2) To be controlled by the resources available, by a sense of stew-
ardship in using such resources, by the native style of building where
practical; by the hope that erelong the native Christian community’
may take over such equipment;

e. Their Personnel:

(1) To be thoroughly trained according to academic standards

(2) To be devoted Christians, in full harmony with the aim of the
school ;

- (3) As much as possible, native talent.

f. Their Support:

(1) Inmitially, the Church must bear the cost;

(2) Progressively, the parents should be encouraged to share it
As soon as possible, tuition should be charged, and the support should
be graduallly shifted to the parents ‘They should be educated in that
direction.

g. Their Administration :

(1) Initially, the Mission personnel will have to do this;
(2) As soon as possible, the parents should be given a share in it;
(3) As soon as p0551ble, school societies should be organized.

JouN GRITTER
JacoB VaN BRUGGEN
ALBERT SMIT
Henry EVENHOUSE

" THE MINORITY REPORT.

1. Introduction.

Before entering upon a discussion of the place of Education in Mis-
sions, we wish to emphasize that in this report we are primarily con-
cerned with ﬁndmg the norms that must guide us in our practice. We
recognize that in a world in which sin and grace are both operative,
practice does not wholly conform to norms. We also recognize that
History imposes conditions on our practice and that this History
cannot, by a particular ecclesiastical action, be immediately undone.
We do not, therefore, plead for an immediate and absolute applica-
tion of the norms we shall outline here. We believe it necessary,
however, to establish clearly what norms must guide our practice,
for two reasons. In the first place, work begun in new fields will,
with' proper norms properly in view, avoid old errors. In the second
place, where there have been departures from the norm, ther extent
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can be gauged, and to-the limits possible, rectification attempted. It
18 in this spirit and with these two aims in mind that the Minority
‘submits its views on the place of Education in the missionary enter-
pnce of the Church.

By “‘ediucation” in this report we understand, to avoid ‘all confus1on,
Government-recognized primary, secondary and higher education. We
" recognize that the Church, both at home and on the mission field, has
a teaching, and therefore, in the broad sense of the term, an edu-
cational function to. perform. We consider that on the mission field
the teaching of reading and writing, or as it is usually called, literacy
work, is wholly compatible with this function. If the Bible and re-
ligious literature which explains and applies its meaning are to be-
come a part of the life of the converts, it is necessary to create the
conditions making this appropriation possible. All members of the
committee are agreed that such teaching by the Church is, wherever
necessary, eatirely appropriate. They are likewise agreed that the
word “education” is to be understood as defined above.

2. Basic Considerations.

In evaluatmg the place of Education in Missions, the Minority, as
does also the Majority, starts from the basic consideration that Mis-
sions is the task of the Church. By “the Church” we understand her
institutional manifestation, that is to say, offices, and membership
coming to visible expression in worship and organization. To this
_manifestation of the Body of Christ the mandate to preach the Gos-
pel to all nations and to baptize those who believe has been given.
This is evident from Christ’s giving this charge exclusively to the
Apostles, as also from.the practice of these Apostles, and especially of
Paul who was later added to their number. The fact that so much
mission work has been done by agencies other than the Church does
‘not invalidate the principle.

The Church arises out of the redemptlve work of Christ. She is
not a part of the created order of things. The arts, the sciences, agri-
culture, education, the family — these all root in and arise out of cre-
ation. They belong to or naturally develop out of the natural order.
Each, therefore, has a purpose or function expressive of its charac-
ter as derived from God’s creative activity. The Church, on the other
hand, is the direct result of Christ’s redemptive work. Nowhere does
she exist except where the Gospel has been made known and believed.
Her purpose and function, therefore, take their character, not from
creation, but from redemption. .

. To the Church alone, as a divinely ordained institution, belongs the
task of proclaiming the Gospel, of baptizing those who believe, and
of gathering believers into local manifestations of the Body of Christ.
Individual believers should witness to- their faith 'as opportunity per-
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mits; authoritative proclamation in the name of Christ rests with the
Church alone. To effectuate her' proclamation, the Church has been
given the promise of the Holy Spirit’s presence and work.. Through
the two-fold weapon of the Word and the Spirit the Church is com-
pletely furnished for her historic mission of carrying out the conr-
mand of Christ to disciple the nations. -

This is her sole mission. Her task is not to raise crops, conduct
commerce, govern states, educate, pursue scientific research or what-
ever other activities may arise out of the created order. It is indeed
true that the Church has a message for all these areas. She must call
upon all who are active in these spheres of activity to restore them to
the obedience of God Who made them. The agriculturalist, the artist,
the scientist, the statesman, the educator, the parent, having been
brought by the hearing of the Gospel to the personal obedience of
Christ must now express that obedience in the conducting of his cal-
ing. But the Church herself may not perform these activities, nor is
her doing so necessary to the performance of her particular task. It
is also true that these activities have great usefulness for the Church
and even make her existence p0551ble Redempt1on is not conceivable
apart from creation, always stands in organic contact with it,-and per-
forms its work within the framework of the created order. But, how-
ever intimate may be the interrelation between creation and redemp-
tion, the functions and aims peculiar to each must always be clearly
recognized.

3. Objections to The Majority and Other Views.

a. Because the Church has been given the two-fold and adequate
weapon of the Word and the Spirit, the Minority takes issue with the
view that schools on the mission field may or should be used to ‘pre-
pare’ the pagan for the acceptance of the Gospel. The Gospel does
not need this crutch. Scripture, by common consent, gives no ground
for supposing that the missionary proclamation must be accompanied
by an educational preparation. The history of Missions is replete
with illustrations of great conquests made for Christ among the most
primitive people by the sole means of simple, but intelligent and rele-
vant proclamation of the Gospel. Moreover, where belief takes place,
it is usually among adults who have not benefitted by education, but
- whose exposure to the Gospel has been direct.

b. Because Education roots in creation and not in redemption, the
Minority takes issue with the view that schools on the mission field
are proper agencies to effect conversion. When schools are used as
agencies in evangelism,-they are made to sacrifice their true function
for a function which is not compatible with their nature and purpose.
The function of Education is to develop the natural powers of the
pupil, to introduce him to and cultivate his appreciation for the cultural
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hefitage that is his, and to «do this in terms of the covenant relation-
ship with his God in ‘which he stands. The work of the Redeemer
.God makes possible a true appreciation of the work of the Creator God.

Conversion, on the other hand, roots entirely in the redemptive work
of Christ. The direct proclamation of the Gospel is the means given
the Church to effect conversion. To assign this proclaiming activity
to education is as improper as to assign it to the realms of agricul-
ture, science, or art. These have all been given their own distinctive -
functions by God. In a deep sense of the word, these activities (When
conducted under God) will reveal the Creator truly manifested in His
works. They will constitute, in principle, creation restored to its true
purpose. As such, they are a profound witness to the redemptive
power of the Gospel. This does not constitute them evangelistic agen-
cies, however. This distinction, the Minority believes, is most impor-
tant to retain. The measure in which we do so will be the measure of
the distinctiveness of our Reformed witness in the world.

c. Because of the basic considerations above outlined, the Minority -
is unable to accede to the view that whatever means are honorable and
ethical may be used in the work of evangelism. This view, while re-
flecting worthily on the aims and motivation of those who hold it, fails
to recognize the more important factor of the objective ordinances
and laws of God inherent in creation and redemption. These are no
less binding on us than the moral law governing personal motivation
and action.

. We wish to point out that the mingling of activities arising out of
creation with those arising out of redemption have had most disad-
vantageous results on many mission fields. Inevitably the true nature
of educational or medical or other such institutions asserts itself.
Growth and development being the law of life, a progressive elabora-
tion of the true nature of the institution takes place and the evan-
gelistic purpose, which was a super-imposed element to begin with, is
progressively crowded into a corner. The result has generally been
that activities instituted to be evangelizing forces have ended up by
being civilizing agencies and many have even wholly lost their Chris-
tian character. In many avowedly evangelistic Mission schools con-
versions have been relatively few and the effort and expense that was
put into them was out of all proportion to the results that were achieved.

d. The Minority is unable to accede to the view that activities that

are not proper to the Church, as the Scripture defines her nature and
" functions, should be proper for her to assume on the mission field.
The Church must be the Church wherever she is active. It is true
that emergencies and unusual circumstances may make it necessary for
the Church to undertake, temporarily, activities' that do not properly
belong to -her. In this report, however, we are concerned with con:
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tinuing norms-for the Church’s activity which are determinable from
the nature and functions which the Scriptures ascribe to her.

In this connection we point out that the Majority Report does not
appeal to any scriptural or doctrinal norms when it defends the propo-
sition that education may be used for evangelizing pagan children. In
fact, one-third of the report is devoted to showing that there is no
scriptural basis for the practice. The considerations advanced in
favor of using schools as an evangelizing agency are born from ex-
pedience and hope rather than from basic norms. That Christian
schools will have the same effect on non-covenant children as on
covenant children, that they can effectively set forth the broader mean-
ing of the Gospel when the Gospel itself does not exist in the lives
and homes of the pupils, that they will provide membership for the
church, that they will open homes to the missionary, are assumptions
and practical considerations which either have no normative basis or
are contradicted by much of missionary experience.

e. What needs now to be further pointed out is that if education is
considered a legitimate agency for the Church to avail herself of in
evangelism, there is no reason why other means should not be simi-
larly adopted. The development of medical work beyond its legiti-
mate scope (see report on Medical Work), rural reconstruction, socio-
economic counselling and projects, can all then be urged upon the
Church as legitimate activities in which the Church “may” engage
equally with that of Education. That this might happen is by no means
a theoretical assumption or an abstract conclusion which the Minority
draws for purposes of argumentation. This conclusion has been drawn
and is being advocated, and that not only by liberal or modernistic
missionary thinkers. The “Comprehensive Approach,” as this mis-
sionary method is called, aims at renewing the whole of a people’s life
and culture. The assault of the Gospel must be “comprehensive.” It
is not enough to limit it to the religious life of the missionary object.
For this reason the Mission must inaugurate a program that shall
begin at once the transformation of the structure of the society in
. which it works. Each activity in the program must have an evangel-
istic aim, must demonstrate that Christ is Lord of the whole of life,
and thus the educational, the agricultural, the medical, the economic,
the social missionary must each in his own way “preach the Gospel.”

We are unable to accept the legitimacy of this view since:

1. In the New Testament, preaching and teaching are limited to
a direct transmission of the Gospel message. (See section on “Evan-
gelism”) We believe it is highly necessary to distinguish between the
Gospel message and the Christian activity in every section of life that
flows out of an acceptance and application of the message. The. latter
demonstrates the power and efficacy of the.Gospel by reclaiming these

\
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activities to serve the purpose for which the Creator brought them
into being. They are not the Gospel message .itself. Tt is with the
proclamation of the message that the Church is concerned, and with-
that alone. - : ’ :

2. We recognize that, especially in' pagan areas, the aberrations of
false religion reveal themselves in well-nigh every human activity. We
do not believe, however, that it is fruitful to attempt a reclamation of
these areas before men are first personally reclaimed for Christ. Per-
sonal transformation is the condition of social transformation.

3. The Church has limited personnel and resources. With more
people in the world to be evangelized than ever before, it is necessary
for the Church to consider how she should deploy existing forces and
resources with a view to effecting the maximum impact for the Gospel
in the time that is left her. In any case, we consider that if it is the
task of the Church to preach and teach the Gospel in the normally
accepted sense of these words, the “Comprehensive Approach” is in-
compatible with her mandate and litile in the way of conversion and
church founding is to be looked for by the pursuit of this method. .

4, The Function of Education on the Mission Field.

The Minority felt constrained to point out functions of education
which it believes to be invalid and incompatible with the nature both
of Education and the Church. We now wish to set forth positively

. what function Education may properly have on the mission field.

Our starting point is- that Education is properly a parental respon-
sibility. The school is the extension of the home. When the home is
Christian, the school should grow .out of the covenant responsibility.
which the parent sustains to the child and which determines the char-
acter of the education that is to be given. This principle is so well
established among us that it needs no further exposition here. We
believe this to be a universally valid principle and therefore of great

significance also for the young Christian community on the mission
field. '

It is relevant at this point to emphasize that we are concerned with
bringing into being churches on the mission field that shall be truly
indigenous. In using the term “indigenous churches” we are thinking,
not only of the three aspects of self-support, self-government, and
self-propagation, but also of the deeper sense of churches being rooted
spiritually, intellectually, and socially in the total Xingdom commiu-
pity that surrounds them. It is hardly possible to think of our own
churches apart from the Christian schools, Christian press, and other
varied ‘Christian activities which both sustain the Church and are in-
spired and quickened by her. These activities, among which Chris-
tian education takes a very primary place, are wanting on the mission
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field.- We do not believe it to be helpful, but rather disadvantageous
to the aim of the missionary enterprise, for the Mission artificially to
create them and set them in the midst of a pagan population that does,
not know their significance. If these activities are really to under-
gird and establish the young church, they. must arise out of the Chris-
tian community and meet a felt need.

The function of education on the mission field is fundamentally no
other than it is at home. It is to develop the talents and faculties of
the covenant pupil so that he may properly and fully take his place
in the service of God’s Kingdom, in the broad sense of that word. The
inevitable by-product of such education is to provide rootage and
stability for the growing church. It is here that the missionary inter-
est in education lies. Only, the missionary seeks to attain this end,
not by bending education from its true purpose, but precisely by caus-
ing it to be obedient to the God-ordained function for which it exists.

But how shall Christian parents who lack the necessary knowledge
and skills conduct such an educational enterprisé? It is at this point
that the Church, through her missionary agency, has an important
role to play. When parents are willing, but unable, to obey the in-
junction to give their children a Christian education, the Church may
and should help them do so. This principle is operative among us at
home. It may be operative on a larger scale on the mission field. The
all-important condition of such help must be, however, that the real
basis of education that is given is the parents’ desire for it and their
willingness to shoulder the maximum burden of responsibility, sup-
port, and control of which they are capable. When the Church helps
Christian parents to discharge their educational responsibility under
this condition, the following basic pattern of a truly mdlgenous edu-
cational structure becomes possible:

1. The school will belong to the parents. However much the Mis-
sion may initially administer the work, and howsoever the questions
of title or ownership may be legally resolved, both the Mission and
the parents will regard the school as the parents’ school. It comes:
into being in response to their desire; they support it to the extent of
. their capacity; and inherent in the initiation of the enterprise lies the
aim and ideal of ultimate complete parental control.

2. The school will be a truly educational veniure. The parents will
not request the initiation of educational work to convert their chil--
dren, to prepare them for conversion, or for any such purpose. They
will desire the school in order that they may educate their children.
The existence of the covenant among them is the basis both of their-
desire and of the education that grows out of it. At no time later will
it becomé necessary to “reconvert” ‘the school to a fully and truly
educational institution, ' ' L
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3. The basis will be laid for a gradual withdrawal of missionary

! control. As the Christian community grows in stature and competence,

: its membership will increasingly seek to assume more comprehensive
responsibility in the .teaching and administrative functions. Such a°
development is wholly in keeping with the basis on which the school
came into being, and to realize it at the earliest opportumty should be
the highest ideal of the Mission.
4. The scope of the enterprise on its physical side, W111 be deter-
maned by the economic resources of the Christian community. It is
an essential part of the indigenization process and of developing the
sense of parental ownership that the maintenance of the physical plant
be never wholly beyond their reach. Such a situation will induce the -
feeling that the school is really theirs and its continuous development
encouraged thereby. For this reason, support given the school by
the Mission should emphasize support in men and skills, not in money
and physical eqmpment @

5. The service which the school seeks to render will be relevant to
the needs of the commumty The total .situation encourages the school
to keep in mind that it is training young men and women, or in the
earlier grades, boys and girls, to become fruitfully functioning mem-
bers of the community. Too often missionary education has had the
effect of separating students from their community. Especially has

- - this been done by resorting to instruction in all sorts of equipment
for the use of which there was as yet no place in the local situation.
To lead and eclevate the community, while at the same time retaining
Afull contact with it, is the challenge that confronts the missionary edu-
cator in a very special way, The kind of school here envisioned w1ll
help materially to realize this aim.

6. The educational enterprise will be a means of furthering the
spiritual growth "of the Christian community. Where sacrifice and
the exercise of Christian stewardship are required, the life of prayer,
Christian alertness and concern is furthered. The demands which a
Christian venture makes on the faith and abilities of a group of be-
lievers will strengthen the total Christian life in a way that cannot be
expected from a purely missionary educational 1nst1tut10n that stands
essentially outside of the Christian group.

We believe that education on the mission field as here conceived, is

. {aithful to the idea of education as such, that it is legitimate for the
- Church to extend, for a time, the aid that may be required of it, and
that by the use of such education, both the young church and the
Christian community that surrounds it, will be helped to an early
realization of the indigenous ideal.

Hero Bratr
Harry Boer HaroLD PETROELJE
P.S: The Regulations and Recommendations will appear in 2 Supple-
' mentary report when Synod convenes. R. J. Dannor, S. C.
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AGENDA REPORT NO. 8
GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR HOME MISSIONS

To the Synod of 1952.
Esteemed Brethren: .

The annual report of the General Committee for Home Missions
is herewith placed before your honorable body Looking back upon
the synodical year that is_behind, we can thankfully record that we
have been blessed with progress—older fields were estabhshed
and new fields were explored and opened.

The membership both of the General Committee and the Execu-
tive Committee again has been altered. On the first group one-

Jfourth of the delegates have been replaced; on the second group the
Revs. Peter Y. De Jong, Corneal Holtrop and Peter Jonker have
succeeded the Revs, Edward Visser, Rolph Veéenstra and Thomas
Van Eerden respectively. For a few months Rev. Frederick Netz
filled the Van Eerden vacancy, soon to be followed by his alternate,
Mr. Peter Jonker, who again was succeeded by Dr. Edward Mas-
selink. Moreover, Classis Kalamazoo is now represented on the
Executive Committee in the person of Rev. Lambertus Van Laar.

The Executive Committee meets once per month. Additional
meetings of the various subcommittees are scheduled according
to need. : :

_As in previous years, our report is presented under the following
heads: :

Parr I

PERSONNEL AND ORGANIZATION
Classeg Members - - Alternates
ALDETtan e eoe e enecemeae eereem e ..J. De Jong
CalifOrnig.. o aeeeeeeeesroceimronmeeememencenn L, Bouma H. De Mots
Chicago Nor’rh e eaee -..H. Baker W. Kok
Chicago South B. Van Someren C. Greenfield
Grand Rapids East. P. Y. De Jong F. Van Houten

Grand Rapids South.......................C. Holtrop -J. Piersma
Grand Rapids West...... E. Masselink B. Pekelder
Hackensack........... S————— N ¢ 1 -1
Holland. ..o et v cea L. Voskuil G. S. Kok
Hudson - seeneemmann-O. Holtrop H. Sonnema
Kalamazoo....coeemeeeecememrameecne e L. Van Laar
Minnesota. ; J. Vanden Hoek H. Vanderaa
Muskegon J. Kenbeek R. Wildschut
Ontario A. Persenaire C. Spoelhof
Orange City...... . G. Postma W. Prins
Ostfriesland.......coocooonconneieeeceenes H. Petersen E. Bossenbroek
W. Verwolf

Pacific . S — J. R. Van Dyke
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Classes - L . Members . C -Alternates

Pella.......... _— .H. Vander Kam . H. Vander Klay
Sioux Center.............. i J. Breuker '
Wisconsin...... . . i W, Meyer E. Ubels
Zeeland...... . . M. Bolt . : J. Guichelaar-
Members-at-Large Alternates : ' * Terms
Mzr. B. H. Brouwer " Mr. F. Oldemulders - 1949 - 1952
Myr. W. Hofstra - Mr. B. Smit g 1950 - 1953
Mr. T. Hoeksema Mr. R. Dykema . 1951 - 1954

~ The term of Mr. B. H. Brouwer expires at this time. Hence a
member-at-large and hlS .alternate must be elected for the term
1952 - 1955,

The Executive Committee now comprises the following mem-
bers: the Reverends M. Bolt, P. Y. De Jong, C. Holtrop, E. Mas-
selink, J. Kenbeek, L. Van Laar, L. Voskuil, and the Messrs. B. H.
Brouwer, W. Hofstra and T. Hoeksema, with ‘the Secretary, the
Rev. H. Blystra as member ex-officio.

The Reverends M. Bolt, L. Voskuil, and Mr. W. Hofstra served
respectively as President, Vice'—President'and Treasurer.

The subcommittee for Church Extension comprised the brethren:
I.. Voskuil, P. Y. De Jong, C. Holtrop and H. Blystra.

The ‘subcommittee having charge of the Fund for Needy
Churches comprises the brethren: M. Bolt, E. Masselink, J. Ken-
beek and H. Blystra. : '

The subcommittee for ‘finances comprises the brethren: B.
Brouwer, W, Hofstra, T. Hoeksema and H. Blystra. "
* Moreover, our Missionary-at-Large, the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft,
serves in an advisory capacity on these committees.

" The General Committee for Home Missions convened for its
annual meeting on February 6, 7 and 8 of the current year. At that
time the following officers were elected

President..... et M. Bolt
Vice-President... L. Vosknuil
Treasurer..eeee.. W. Hofstra
Vice-Treasurer .o ...ooooovveeeeennn... T. Hoeksema

The continued use of the convenient facilities of the Bates Street
Christian Reformed Church for our monthly and annual meetings
is greatly appreciated. A communication conveying our thanks has
been addressed to the consistory.

Part 11 .
o GENERAL INFORMATION
With humble gratitude to the Lord, we can report that God has
used the membership of the Committee and our zealous mission-
aries as répresentatives of our Church, to advance the cause of
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Christ in the United States and Canada. The prayer, “And let the
favor of the Lord our God. be upon us; and establish thou the
work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish
thou it”, has been answered. ‘

From among our own membership, wherever requested, assist-
ance was given to conduct surveys .and realize the organization of
new congregations. We rejoice- that in these and other fields
straying sheep, delinquent members, and unchurched homes were
brought into the fold. The importance of this labor, measured in
spiritual values, can best be determined by those closest to the
work. Even so, we are confident that Synod will delight in the
knowledge that growth is discernible to all who keep in touch with
the Home Mission program of the Church.

In this connection it can be further mentioned that our radio.
follow-up work is advancing. The activities of our minister for
radio evangelism clearly reveal that here too a great and effectual
door has been opened unto us. Likewise the denominational mis-
sion activities, inaugurated among our colored neighbors, are
freighted with promise,

The missionary staff was reduced by three members, Missionary
James M. Ghysels, having served our field in Washington, D. C,,
faithfully for some seven years, emeritated. Revs. Nicholas De
Vries and Henry Rikkers took leave to serve other fields. Our
force was augmented by the acceptance of Revs. Paul Holtrop,
Peter Hondred, John C. Medendorp, and E. Boer.

Two brethren, the Revs, Harry Dykstra and Albert H. Bratt
accepted the challenge again to labor as service pastors, an assign-
ment to which both had wholeheartedly given themselves in
previous war years. And Mr. and Mrs, Albert Mulder are acceptably
operating the service home in Alameda, California.

Our Canadian field sustained a serious loss through the death of
Dr. Martin Van Dyke. Having sacrificially served our immigrant
saints at Essex, Ontario, for a little more than a year, he received
a summons from the Master to emigrate to “a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”

Resources of the Fund for Needy Churchés were distributed in
compliance with the rules set by Synod.

Names of the Dispersed and Non-Resident members were duly
recorded. Wherever possible contacts have been sought by our
missionaries or pastors.

Looking back upon the year, we can testify that God has been
good. We were permitted to serve, to sow and to reap. These
facts are an incentive to go on in the spirit of faith. Though the
twilight' hours of the present dlspensatlon may be upon us, the
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end of the task is not yet. We must occupy till the Master comes.
May our membership be ininded to carry on in the fields near and
far that “are teeming with the waves of ripened grain.”

Part 111
CHURCH EXTENSION — U. S FIELD

The work of church extension in the United States is again
presented in the order of the various districts and the particular
fields where our missionaries are occupied with the closely inter-
related activities of church extension and evangelization. .

1. EASTERN DISTRICT.

a. Washington, D, C., upon advice from the Executive Commit-
tee. for Home Missions, took courage to become a calling church.
We regard this as another and significant step toward the éstab-
lishment of our Church in the nation’s capitol. May our Reformed

witness from this national center exert its influence throughout
the land.

The very first call, extended to Candidate Willis De Boer of the
class of 1951, was accepted. To strengthen this youthful congrega-
tion, as yet numerically small, special consideration was given to
the request of aid from the Fund for Needy Churches. It can be
said here that this policy is commonly followed in the case of new
struggling churches that have been but recently organized, or that '
have lately passed from the mission church to the calling church
category.

b. Monsey, N. Y., remains under the care of Missionary D. Van
Halsema. Progress is being made. Reports indicate that good
foundations are being laid. Here too problems characteristic of
American communities demand constant attention; one of these
bemg lodge membership. Yet the leavening 1mport of the gospel
is discernible.

c. Wanamassa, N. J., located in the Jersey Shores district and a
resort area, has been added to our Eastern fields. Having been so
authorized by the Synod of 1951 another missionary has been
called for the East. The Rev. Paul Holtrop, having accepted this
call, will begin his labors in Wanamassa,

Besides a home for the missionary, the procurement of a suitable
chapel is a first “must” receiving attention. The construction of
the meeting place must comply with the building code of the
community.

d. Philadelphia, Pa., as also Wanamassa, was surveyed last
summer by student pastors. Our attention to this city was oc-

— 109 —



casioned by radio follow-up activities and some of our own mem-
bers residing there.  Thus a desirable nucleus was provided..

Group meetings have been organized. Services are being held
every Sunday. The membership, under the guidance of Missionary
D. Van Halsema, manifest a healthy church consciousness and
denominational loyalty.

Tt can be further stated that the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
with . headquarters in Philadelphia, has given wholehearted. en-
couragement to this project. ,

e. New York City, N. V., where many millions have been entlced
by the worship of modern idols, is our newest field in the Eastern
District.

Rallies, - which have as their- intent to proclalm God’s good
tidings, have been held. Moreover, Mr. Eugene Callender has
initiated work among the members of his own race. Following the
leads of radio responses house to house calls were made, which led
to the discovery of occasional “black -diamonds” hidden among
New York’s negro population. Subsequently group meetings were
‘organized in Harlem; the heart of the city’s colored folks.

The intent is to inaugurate further surveys in New York City.
The expectation is that. other open doors will be discovered. This
work will be promoted under the guidance of our Missionary-at-
large, J. M. Vande Kieft. ‘

In this connection it can be further stated that Dr, Oussoren of
our Hoboken church has busied himself to trace and reclaim
Holland immigrants spiritually imperiled among the metropolitan
multitudes. His consecrated efforts in this direction have already
born blessed fruit. Apparently our churches in the Netherlands
are not sufficiently alerted to the spiritual significance of this
immigrant phase of Home Missions in the New York area.

2. MICHIGAN.

The work in the Michigan district, assigned to Missionary J. G.
Van Dyke, has been largely confined to church extension in the
narrower sense, that is, the organization of new congregations
from among our own membersh:p Upon request from the proper
ecclesiastical authorities, the brother labored in the domain of
. Classes Holland, Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids South. and
Kalamazoo.

In the space of one year these labors bore fruit in the organiza-
tion of Holland Heights, Holland; Plymouth Heights, Grand
Rapids; Westwood, Kalamazoo. :

However, in these activities the missionary at the same time is
constantly mindful of the delinquents and the unchurched. It is
reported that among the former there are those that were reclaimed,
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and whose interest in their own spiritual well-being and the church
was revived through affiliation with the new group. Among the
latter there are:those who rejoiced in being welcomcd 1nto the new
church in their community. ‘

3. CHICAGO-MILWAUKEE, '

a. Bellwood, Illinois, can teport progress. Some of our Christian
Reformed folks residing in the Bellwood area and having affiliated
with the mission church, the membership took courage and de-
cided to become a calling church. Classis Chicago North readily
gave its approval,

The Bellwood congregation as yet numerically small, and with
a membership that has in part come to us from the out51de must
be encouraged in every way.

b. Wheaton, Illinois, which also has en;Oyed the services of Mis-
sionary Renze De Groot, has acquired housing for its worship
services and an eventual pastor. It is expected that the work of
calling will be inaugurated shortly.

These developments in both fields are an occasion for joy to the
missionary, Dr. De Groot, who began work here in September of
1949, the group concerned, and the entire Church.

c. Roseland, Illinois. Missionary De Groot also assisted our
Roseland church in a survey of. neighboring communities with a
view to evangelization and subsequent church extension.

" d. Milwaukee, Wisconsin, rejoices. “The dogged perseverance
of its membership which is determined to carry on in spite of
recurring disappointments” has at last been rewarded. Prayers
have been answered. After an extended vacancy covering a period
of several years, this field will once more be manned. Rev. Edward
Boer, being burdened with the need of our Milwaukee mission
church and the challenge of ‘missions at home, was persuaded to
accept the call.

We heartily welcome the brother to our Home Mission Staff.
May this youthful servant, and all our missionaries in the States
- and Canada whose assignments are frequently packed with
various and vexing problems, never be wanting in the assurance
that their’s is the backing of the Church which sends them forth to
search for the sheep that “have been scattered in the cloudy and
dark day.”

4, MIDWEST DISTRICT.

a. Des Moines, Iowa, which, as we reported last year, had been
vacant for nearly two years, enjoys the services of Missionary John
C. Medendorp. - Having successfully passed his classical examina-
tion, the brother began his labors last fall. =
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- The group is gradually forging ahead. Hopes dre high that ere
long they may move from the classroom of the Seventh Day
Adventist school to a chapel of their own. Moreover, support given
by the mémbership of neighboring churches is cause for gratitude,

b. Lemars, Iowa, which like Milwaukee and Des Moines has
been vacant, welcomed a new missionary pastor in the person of
the Rev, Peter Honderd. The brother began his labors in February
of this year. We are confident that in common with our other mis-
sionaries he will apply himself wholeheartedly to the assignment
received from the Master. :

c. Minneapolis, Minnesota, has to date been unsuccessful in
procuring its own pastor. The Rev. Henry Rikkers having severed
his ties with this field and our Church, Minneapolis at present is
cared for by Missionary Sidney Werkema on a part-time basis.
According to the missionary, evangelization opportunities are
plentiful. Inasmuch as the membership has assumed an increased
financial load, and the attendance at worship services and meetings
has grown, there is reason to retain faith in the promising future of
this youthful, as yet strugglmg church in the Twin Cities of
Minnesota.

d. Willmar, Minnesota, has made good progress. In the course
of the year a convenient basement church was built in one of the
newer sections of the city. The location gives promise for growth.
Moreover, the plot of land bought is sufficient to meet the needs
of expected expansion.

Moreover, a regular broadcast over the local radio station,
financed by interested friends, serves to reach several homes in the
community with the gospel. This service, besides an alert mem-
bership, and the labors of the missionary have been used by the
Lord to bring others into the fold. In Willmar, as well as in our
other fields, we have evidence that our evangelization-church ex-
tension program yields fruit.

Ere long Willmar expects to seek recognition as a-calling church.

' 5. SOUTHWEST DISTRICT.

a. Tucson, Arizona, still enjoys the ministry of Mlss1onary Gerrit
B. Boerefyn. Progress is evident. Thought has been given to the
possibility of becoming a calling church. Classis California has
requested that when this eventuates, Tucson be given special
consideration in the matter of assistance from the Fund for Needy
Churches; this in. view of the fact that its membership, comprising
many who have come to Arizona for reasons of health, is not able
to give adequate financial support Thxs request was given favor-

" able action,

—112—



’b.v Lakewood City, California, Temains a unique -field since this

mission was organized among a people.wholly foreign to our
Church. Naturally much preparatory work must be done. Yet here

‘too we may rejoice with the missionary, Rev. Frank De Jong, in

the discovery that the gospel is the power of God unto. salvation.
Sinners have been brought to repentance. Sheep that strayed have
returned to the fellowship of the Church.

Presently the main auditorium is being finished with a view to
holding services there instead of in the smaller chapel. Then the

‘building program carried on over a period of years will be com-
pleted.

c. Arlington, Cdifornia, to which reference was made in last

‘ye_ar’s report, has been extensively surveyed. It was deemed that
‘the Arlington field should not be opened at this time,

6. PACIFIC NORTHWEST.

Due to sickness in the family of the Rev. Nicholas De Vries and
his release as missionary, work in Tacoma, Washington, had to be
curtailed. Consideration has been given to the termination of -all
mission activity in this field. This is a keen disappointment since
it first appeared that in Tacoma we were off on a good start.

" The soldiers’ work carried on here has been transferred to
‘Seattle,

The possibilities of promoting evangeélization activities in Tacoma

“with local talent on a part-time basis are being explored by the

Home Missions Committee of Classis Pacific.

7.. RADIO EVANGELISM,

- The kingdom work in the field of radio follow-up, assigned to
the Rev. Harold Dekker, has yielded initial fruit. ‘

- New York and Philadelphia, where listeners to the Back to God
Hour were contacted, have already been mentioned under church
extension - Eastern District.

Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, having been surveyed, appeared to
be a promising field. Meetings in this university center are held
every Sunday in the Adventist chapel. The intent is to place a
missionary here,

Our Bethany Church of South Holland showed particular interest
in this new kingdom venture. The generous offer of Bethany to
serve as calling church and to pay the salary of the missionary,
indicative of compassionate regard, was gratefully accepted.

At Albuguergue, New Mexico, meetings have been inaugurated.
Here a small nucleus of believers meets for worship every Sunday.
The conviction prevails that we have been led to.a promising field;
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the more so since several graduates from our Rehoboth . school
reportedly reside in Albuquerque,

Salt Lake City, Utah, is also receiving attention. ‘The member-
ship papers of the six immigrant families residing in this citadel of
Mormonism are with our Denver I Church. The venerable Rev.
Idzerd Van Dellen has conducted services here, and the consistory
of Denver I, having expressed itself in favor of placing a mission-
ary there, keeps in close touch with the field. :

Moreover the Indian school in neighboring Brigham presents an
additional opportunity for the spiritual care of Indian converts.

Since both Albuquerque and Salt Lake City make possible
evangelization activities in behalf of our Indian population, the
‘Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions has been requested
to help finance the work in these fields.

8. FIELD WORK.

- As in previous years, student pastors again were employed in
the several Home Mission fields, either as assistants to ‘the mission-
‘aries or in fields that were vacant, A total of twenty-one semi-
narians were provided opportunity to engage in actual mission
work in the Home Field during the summer recess. Six of these
were given assignments in Canada. The others served in the States.
Reports of good work done have reached us from various sources.

In the course of ‘the year the Missionary-at-large, the Rev. John
M. Vande Kieft, and the Secretary, the Rev. Harry Blystra, have
devoted themselves .wholeheartedly to their respective responsi-
bilities. Again assistance was provided where needed. Moreover,
preaching services are conducted regularly by these brethren in
our mission fields and churches, both in the States and Canada.
Especially in view of the urgency of the work and the need of
‘pulpit supplies in Canada, they have not been able to devote suf-
ficient time to the promotional phase of Home Missions in our
established churches.

Reviewing the synodical year we have occasion to render thanks
-unto the Lord for his-blessings, his mercies and his constant care
in behalf of our workers in the Home Field.

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR CHURCH EXTENSION FOR 1953

Missionary salaries ......... $ 54,075.00
Missionary eXpenses -------ooeceee- 18,366.00
Rent or taxes ereeeemaaas 930.00
Fire insurance.... : 470.00
Pulpit supplies .o 2,000.00.
Student EXPENSES - veerurrcmereresieceesrs o 5,000.00
" Moving eramnenene 3,500.00
Contingencies .io....c..oe... : 4,000.00



- Miscellaneous ............. RS .. 1,500.00

Buildings . R : : ceeeerennae 75,000.00
New fields - .. 15,000.00

_ Admmlstla,tlve expenses . 4,000..00
Total ..-$183,841.00

. To meet this budget, request is hereWIth made that Synod set
the per-family quota for church extension for 1953 at $6.00.

Part IV
THE CANADIAN FIELD

A. CHURCHES AND MISSIONARIES.

The challenge of the Canadian field remains great. Considering
the continued arrival of immigrants, the repeated question of con-
cern on the part of our missionaries, will we be able to keep up,
need occasion no surprise. However, as the earlier immigrants
become more conversant with Canada, its customs, and its lan-
guage, they are able to assist the newcomers in matters that until
now required so much time on the part of the missionaries: As
these activities taper off the missionaries can devote themselves
more to the things that have direct bearing upon the development
of the various churches.

Even so, these brethren with their faithful helpmeets (these too
are deserving of commendation) continue to have their hands more
than full: Consistorial gatherings, Bible classes, and various group

" meetings. must be attended to in the several fields entrusted to their

care. Besides there is that ever heavy schedule of pastoral calls
already so time consuming by reason of distances that must be
traveled. How they hope and pray that more of our ministers
“qualified for service in Canada may be led, to say: “Here am I,
send me.” Then too there is the joy of laboring in a field that
-throbs with life, that is rich in ever new expenences and that
llterally grows “by leaps and bounds.”

“In the course of the year nineteen new convregatlons were added.
According to the order of the provinces these are:

Ontario: Strathroy, Stratford, Renfrew, Wyoming, Brantford,
Wallaceburg, Dresden Wellandport Exeter, Listowell,
Sarnia II.

Manitoba: Brandon.

Alberta & British Columbia: Edmonton 11, Taber, Pitt Meadows,
Telkwa-Smithers, Red Deer-Sylvan Lake, Port Alberni,
Edmonton III.

And then it should be noted that several of the congregations
previously organized gained large numbers through the arrival of
- newcomers; among these are many relatives and {friends of the
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earlier iminigrants. Consequently, as in the case of Edmonton,
the organization of a second church had to be followed by a third
church later in the year. In other instances houses of worship,
expected to be sufficiently spacious when construction was begun,
were crowded to capacity when building was completed.

- From the list of congregations given, it is apparent that as yet
Ontario has absorbed the largest number of immigrants. There
are indications, however, that the westward trend will gain in
momentum. With that in mind the intent is to place additional
missionaries in the western provinces and to keep Ontarlo manned
with the present staff.

Yet whereas Ontario comprises many fields over an extensive
area it was deemed feasible to assign an itinerant missionary to
this province. The purpose is that this missionary rather than ‘to
be confined to one locality shall be mobile, exploring and serving
fields wherever needed. At the same time he is to serve as contact
man for the Denominational Home Missions Committee.

‘In view of expected immigration to the Maritime provinces the
permanent placement of one or more missionaries there will have
to be explored further. Initially one of our present missionaries
may be stationed there. As time goes on the church extension
program for the Maritimes may be definitely shaped.

During the year two men were added to our Canadian staff;
namely, the Rev, Joseph Betten and Seminarian Albert De Jager.
The latter brother, a graduate from the Kampen (Netherlands)
Theological School, expects to request candidacy and seek ordi-
nation in our Church. Missionary Dr. Martin Van Dyke was
permitted to labor but briefly among his immigrant flock, which
esteemed him highly as a pastor and a preacher. He was trans-
lated to higher service. ‘

As we close this brief review of our Canadian field we again
in a measure sense the far reaching possibilities of the work there
laid upon us by the Lord. And we marvel at his blessings granted
us through the agency of the brethren assigned to this field.

B. PARSONAGES.

The Committee for Home Missions requests that Synod decide
to permit the Committee to sell for cash the parsonages now occu-
pied by its missionaries in Canada (when these are no longer
needed for our missionaries) either to the local church or on the
open market. If the local church exercises its right to first oppor-
tunity of purchase it shall pay no more than the original purchase
price paid plus the cost of alterations or 1mprovements made by
the Comm1ttee Reasons:
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1) Our missionaries in Canada are stationed in larger fields
rather than in specific churches and must therefore be
transferred often.

©.2) The present setup (Cf. Acts 1950, p. 202) does not provide

e the necessary funds for the purchase of new parsonages
required by such transfers.

3) This is more just toward those churches who have no mis-

sionaries living in their midst and must obtain their par-

sonages by loans from the Canadtan Emergency Building
Fund.

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE CANADIAN‘EMERGENCY
FUND FOR 1953

-Misgionary salaries..........occoeoeeomarecenmencrn s e $ 58,5600.00
Missionary expenses......... . 317,730.00
Rent or taxes . . 3,050.00
Fire INSUTANCE ...oovuioiemeeee e eeecceems e e e eenen 500.00
Pulpit supplies . . 3,000.00
Student expenses . 6,000.00
Moving S . 3,500.00
Contingencies ..o 4,000.00
Miscellaneous erereeoeseeseeseettnsemmeaemememsesebarees 2,300.00
Buildings .............. .- ... 50,000.00
New fIeldS oo r e - 10,000.00
Administrative expenses — . 4,000,00

b 0) Y VU, $182,580.00

In order to meet this budget in a field where expansion is certain
but unpredictable, we request Synod to set the quota for church
extension in Canada for 1953 at $5.00 per family.

ParTr V
DISPLACED AND NON-RESIDENT MEMBERS

During the year the names of 62 members were received; of
these 25 are communicant and 37 baptized members.

Moreover six immigrant families and their fourteen children
have located in the United States in places where we have no
churches or mission stations.

In view of the fact that these non-resident members commonly
take up residence in distant, isolated and remote communities, the
opportumty to establish and retain contact is difficult to attain.

Part VI
YOUTH IN MILITARY SERVICE

At the time that this report is being written, approximately 2500
of our youth are with the armed forces of our nation. The figure
includes those within the country as well as those serving overseas.
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:In close cooperation with the office of the Young .Calvinist we
endeavor to minister to our servicemen. Naturally. the success of
the work dcpends in large measure upon the rapid transmission
of servicemen’s addresses to the Young Calvinist Office. The delay
-of but a few days may occasion that a possible and valuable visit
is missed.

During the year the Revs.- H. Bajema, H. Baker, W. De Boer,
H. Evenhouse, M. Ouwinga, B, T. Haan, J. Paauw, D. Van Hal-
sema, and J. R. Van Dyke have repeatedly contacted our men in
neighboring camps; or in commendable cooperation with their
people have brought these lads to their churches and homes. The
Revs. H. Blystra, C. Holtrop, E. Holtrop and J. M. Vande Kieft
have conducted itineraries to more distant camps. We are happy
that two service pastors, the Revs. H. Dykstra and A. H. Bratt,
are devoting all their time to this important spiritual ministry.

Moreover we now have two service homes. The one is manned
by Mr. and Mrs. A. Mulder in Alameda. And the Bauman’s in
Seattle have generously opened their home in Seattle for a similar
purpose, And our missionaries in Japan, though unsolicited, have
graciously welcomed to their homes servicemen that passed through
or were in the area for a rest period.

This ministry which serves to establish the spiritual bonds of
faith and fellowship is highly valued. It must deepen the sense
of loyalty in the hearts-of the youth who rejoice in these several
demonstrations of love from their church.

" "Reportedly some fifty of our servicemen are stationed in Alaska.
And since Alaska has once and again been brought to the attention
of our church public as a potential mission field, the Executive .
Committee was authorized to make a thorough preliminary inves-
tigation. If findings warrant an itinerary may be made subse-
quently.

Again we request Synod to authorize freewill collections by our
churches for the Soldiers’ Fund.

Part VII
THE FUND FOR NEEDY CHURCHES

A. INFORMATION.,

1. During 1951 recipient churches received their allotments as
approved by Synod.

2. Moving expenses to the extent of $2420.94 were granted to
Sullivan, " Michigan; Sarnia, Ontario; Everson, Washington;
Ogilvie, Minnesota; Tyler, Minnesota; Bozeman, Montana;
“Western Springs, Illmms Englewood, New Jersey; Conrad,
Montana.
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e s S,

. The schedule of payments of 1952 is available to Synod for

perusal. In cases where a change was made in the amournt of

aid requested and the amount of aid granted, the recipient

church was notified in order that, if so desired, such church
might have opportumty to appeal its case to Synod for final
action.

As of now, 84 churches have made apphcatmn for a551stance

. from the Fund for Needy Churches for 1952. The allowances

include the following items:

Subsidy .. $111,340.00
Minor children . vrvereeeeee 9,375.00
Mileage 9,600.00
MOVING et e e e e e m e st e e en e emn s e s emn 4,200.00
Administrative expense 4,000.00

138,515.00

In view of the many vacancies and on the basis of the 1951
payments, it is-expected that during 1952 actually $97,960.00 will

. have to be paid to recipient churches, However, the income into

the Fund for Needy Churches for the current year will be
$77,774.00 since the quota for the 38,887 church families has
been set at $2.00 per family; hence, the expected deficit of
$20,186.00 will have to be drawn from the reserves available,

. RECOMMENDATIONS.
. We recommend that the minimum salary to be paid the minis-

ters by the respective churches receiving aid from the Fund for
Needy Churches for 1953 in the United States be set at $3,000.00;
in Canada at $3300.00, plus mileage on the field.

. We recommeénd that a children’s allowance in the United States
-of $125.00 per child, in excess of the minimum salary be granted

- for 1953; a similar amount to be paid in Canada, inclusive of
_the government child allowance if and when paid.

. We recommend that the minimum per-family contribution

toward the pastor’s salary of families belonging to subsidized
churches for 1953 be set at $55.00 in the United States; and at
$30.00 in Canada.

. We recommend that the Denominational per-family quota for

1953 for the Fund for Needy Churches be set at $2.80.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR THE YEAR 1951
- CHURCH EXTENSION FUND

SCHEDULE A
Receipts

Balance, January 1, 1951 . $ 6,764.91
Classical Treasurers ... : $153,350.37. - -
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-Gifts, InQiviAual oo $1,630.00

.- Societies peemeanas e 1,285.33
. Churches .....coveeeileeieceriese e ecaen 1,058.42 3,973.75.
 Interest ..o, . 600.00
Dividends .....ocoocereiieaee. 878.20
Refunds oo 7,583.21
Certificates of Deposit, withdrawn 2,500.00
United States Bonds, redeemed : 26,690.00 .
Old Kent Bank, Loan . 10,000.00  205,575.53
Total Balance and Receipts....... . $212,340.44
Disbursements '
Missionaries’ salaries ... . $ 42,691.35
Missionaries’ eXPenses ... ecncssnsanen 13,804.68
Special Services . : 12,5669.38
Homes and Chapels .......... 64,710.44
Moving expenses ' 2,371,68
Repayment of Loan ... _— 40,000.00
Transfer to F.N.C. & Can. Emerg.....neeeecaee. 9,423.00
Administrative expenses ' - 8,930.23
Total Disbursements ... ——  $189,600.76
Balance, December 31, 1951.............. $ 22,839.68
Transfer from Suppl. Fund for Home Evang............ 4,026.66
Total balance, December 31, 1951.....voniiiiaeee $ 26,866.34

SCHEDULE B
INVENTORY OF SECURITIES
Van Agthoven Estate

227% Com, shares Cleveland Elec. Illum, Co............- $7,621.25

10 Pref. shares Cleveland Elec. Illum, Cow.ocvrvencueeeece. 1,000.00 .

16 Com. shares Little Miami R.R 800.00 $ 9,421.25
91 Com. shares Cleveland Elec. Tlum. Cou....rvvvioorrroue.. 8,048.50
Urﬁted States Bonds 7,500.00

Total ...... ; . $19,969.75
| SCHEDULE C ‘

MISSIONARY HOMES AND CHAPELS

Dec. 81,1951 Dee. 30, 1950
$338,983.72 $280,665.08

REFUNDS

Des Moines, Iowa $6,000.00

Chicago, IlL. ..., 226.50

Towa Falls, Iowa 165.00 6,391.60
$345,375.22

Total, 1950 ... : . 280,665.08

1951 Disbursement ......... ' $ 64,710.14
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" CANADIAN EMERGENCY FUND

Societies ................

SCHEDULE A
. Receipts
Classical Treasurers ........ --§141, 113 93 .
Gifts, Individual ..o
Societies ...
- ChUurehes ..ooceeceeieee et s e J71,935.98 °  11,597.23
Refunds - I 7,444.70
Old Kent Bank, Loan ... 5,000.00
. Transfer from Ch. Ext 8,167.00
TOtaAl oot ea e e s $173,322.86
Disbursements ;
Missionaries’ Salaries . $ 60,598.09
Missionaries’ Expenses ....... . .. 35,396.10
Special Services : et enemeernenen 14,758.56
Homes and Chapels ... 64,402.53
Moving Expenses ......... . .. 447115
Loan and Interest .... : eveeeme 5,020,883
Administrative EXPenses ...cccooervormricencecrscneenemniennes 3,930.28
Total Dishursements .....cooceeceeveioeceeeecnecaeeennes $188,577.49
Operating Deficit, 1951 “ $ 15,254.63
Deficit, January 1, 1951 ... oo eeaeee 21,686.49
Total e e cacereas $ 36,941.12
Less amount due from Missionaries.........cccoccccveei 950.00
'Net Deficit, December 81, 195L........cororne $ 35,9912
SCHEDULE B
MISSIONARY HOMES AND CHAPELS
Dec. 31,1951 Dec. 30, 1950
$235, 664.27 $172,806.07
CREDITS R
Abbotsford ....$300.00
AYIMer e e 641.83
Renfrew .....oceovicemieeieeeeeee .. 602,50 1,644.33
‘ $237,208.60
Total, 1950 .o 172,806.07
1951 DiSDUYSEMEnt -......ooeeeeoreorrooroereene $ 64,402.53—Schedule A
FUND FOR NEEDY CHURCHES
SCHEDULE A
"~ Receipts
Balance, January 1, 1951 $ 1947716
Classical Treasurers . .....occceiceeemciecemanns $ 28,367.33
Gifts, Individual ... $ 15.00 .
_________ 187.75 202.75



Interest -...cccocvvecnnnnen. S eeeaieee e eeeaneaeee - 2,100.00

Dividends S O 659.80

Refund ..ot 266.66

Cert, of Deposit, withdrawn.. . . 82,500.00

U. S. Bonds, redeemed..oeeeveeeemeeecee v ereeeeememvcsnne 31,640.00

Transfer from Ch. Ext. 1,256.00 ' 96,892.54
Total Balance and Receipts....-.. \:.- ............................... $116,369.70

Disbursements

Subsidies ... . .$ 67,494.97

Children AllOWances ........ccoecceccoouinraencoons 7,387.70

Mileage .oeveecermrveeseeee et vrermeremrnneee 1,280.00

Moving expenses 2,693.19

. Administrative eXPemnSes -..o.oooeocoomeieeeeeeemrsreemeeereeens 3,930.23
Total Disbursements ... eoeeiaeeenn $ 82,686.09
Balance, December 81, 1951...ccooorreerrrmeens oo $ 33,683.61

SCHEDULE B
INVENTORY OF SECURITIES

' Van Agthoven Estate
227% Com, shares Cleveland Elee, Illum. Co.............§7,621.25

- ‘10 Pref. shares Cleveland Elee, Illum. Co......... 1,000.00 .
16 Com. shares Little Miami R.R.... . 800.00 '$ 9,421.25
Unifed States Bonds ... ~ 87,500.00
Washington, D. C,, Chr. Ref’d Church Bonds............... 10,000.00
- Totél ...................................... - $ 56,921.25
. SUPPLEMENTARY FUND FOR HOME EVANGELIZATION
Balance, January 1, 1951 .. ... ; $ 1,907.21
Receipts, 1951 ........cccooeeee, N : 3,285.44
Total balance and rece1p1:s . N $ 5,192.65
Dlsbursements, LO51 it e 1,165.99
Balance, December 31, 1951 .. ccomiieccramnreccercmrcanees $ 4,026.66
. SOLDIER’S FUND ’
Balance, January 1, 1951.. . ..o $ 5,138.44
Receipts, 1951 ............... ettt s st an e an e 7,142.12
Total balance and receipts.. : $12,280.56
Disbursements, 1951 ... 14,542.69
Deficit, December 81, 1951.. . ot iciecenereaaiereceeane - $ 2,262.18

FUNDS HELD IN TRUST FOR
GEESTELYKE VERZORGING OPVARENDEN KOOPVAARDY
UITGAANDE VAN DE GEREFORMEERDE KERKEN IN NEDERLAND
.(DUTCH MERCHANT MARINE)

Balance, January 1 1951 .................. $ 999. 00
Recelpts, 1951 .l e e as 5,996.50




Total balance and reCeipts.....cc.crermermeorreecemcerenncnes - § 6,995.50

Disbursements, 1951 ........... eemeirmmaeermeeeeeceeaasesemaneneetneaneas '5,945.60
Balance, December 31, 1951.........cccoveemeeeee. - $ 1,050.00
COMBINED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

. . h
Church Canadian Home Sold’s Mle)r‘::t}fant

Extension: Emergency F. N. C. Evang. Fund Marine

Balance, 1/1/50 ‘ .
$ 6,764.91 $ 19,477.16 $1,907.21 $ 5,138.44 § 999.00
Receipts, 1951 '
205,576.63 $173,322.86 96,892.54 3,285.44 7,142.12 5,996.50

Totals
212,340.44 178,322.86 116,369.70 5,192.65 12,280.56 6,995.50
Disbursements, 1951 .
' 189,500.76 188,577.49 82,686.09 1,165.99 14,542.69 5,945.50

Balance 12/31/51 ) ‘ _
22,839.68 ‘ 33,683.61 4,026.66 - 1,060.00

Deficits 12/31/51

15,254.63 | 2,262.13

Transfer from Home °

" Evangelization

4,026.66
Deficit 1/1/15
21,686.40

Total balances

12/31/51

$ 26,866.34 - . $ 33,683.61  0.00 $1,050.00

Total deficits ’ .

.12/81/51 $36,941.12 $2,262.13

CASH ACCOUNT

Cash on hand, 1/1/B1 ..o $ 12,600.23
Receipts, 1951

(011 T O} < OO $205,575.63

Can, Emerg. . : 178,322.86

F.N.C.. SO 96,892.54

L5000 TR O T - — J—— 3,286.44

Soldier’s Fund ..o 7,142.12

Dutch M.M. ... 5,996.50
L \ 492,214.99
Total balance and receipts . oo $504,315.22



Disbursements / ‘ :
. R $189,600.76

:Ch, EXt. coerieeenenemaee
Can, Emerg, .o 188,577.49
B 0 o T 82,686.09
Home Evang. ... : . 1,165.99
Soldier’s Fund .........ccomriersiorcnennns 14,642.69
Dutch M.M. ... 5,945.50
482,418.52
Cash on hand, Dec. 31, 1951 R $ 22,396.70
’ : . BALANCES
Church Extension Fund _......ieno......$22,839.68
Fund for Needy Churches ... .o ... 83,683.61
Home Evangelization .......... 4,026.66
Dutech Merchant Marine 1,050.00
DEFICITS .
Canadian Emergency ..........ivciiceeeinencereennin-$36,941,12
S0ldiers’ FUNAQ oot 2,262.13
V0 N S e 39,203.25
CASH ON HAND, DEC. 31, 1951 $22,396.70

See Audit by Certified Public Accountant with the Stated Clerk.

SUMMARY OF MATTERS REQUIRING
SYNODICAL ATTENTION
PART I — Personnel and Organization,
'Election of member-at-large and his alternate.

- PART III— Church Extension —U. S. Field.
Church Extension Quota for 1953,

PART IV — The Canadian Field.
‘B. Parsonages.
Church Extension Quota for 1953.

'PART VI— Youth in Military Service.

Freewill Offerings.
PART VII — Fund for Needy Churches.

Recommendations. |

Commending the membership of Synod to the Lord for needed
guidance in all its deliberations,

Humbiy submitted, . :
The General Committee for Home Missions
H. Blystra, Secretary
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REPORT NO. 9

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE FOR THE IMPROVEMENT AND
REVISION OF THE PSALTER HYMNAL AND PRO-
VISION OF A SYNODICALLY- APPROVED '
, HYMN BOOK
ESTEEMED BRETHREN : _ :
HE Synodical Committee for the Improvement and Revision of
the Psalter-Hymnal and for provision of a Synodmally-Approved
Hymn Book wishes hereby to report progress since its appointment
by the 1951 Synod.

"The first meeting of the Committee was held on October’ 11, 1951,
and a second was held on January 28, 1952. Both meetings were held
‘m Grand Rapids on the Calvin campus. Another meeting of the Com-
smittee is to be held on June 2, 1952

Out of these first two sessions has come important progress. The
Committee understands its Mandate to be three-fold (cf. Acts 1951,
Overtures 8 and 29, pages 452 and 459):

- 1. Statement of Principles of good music and song text for our
. churches which may serve as a guide for ministers, organists and choirs.

IT. Application of these principles in revising the Psalter-Hymnal.

T N R R T T T e T T ™

III. Application of these principles in providing the Hymn
Book. Sub-committees have been commissioned to study separate
parts of the mandate. A statement of principles has been suggested;
a questionnaire to ministers, choir directors, organists, and youth lead-
ers was sent out; research on a variety of English Psalm texts was
inaugurated ; study on text and tune selection is now in process.

All members of the Committee have been able to attend the meetings
to date.

» Further reports will be submitted to Synod after the Committee
meeting on June 2, 1952.

D T

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. HENrRY A. BRUINSMA Chairman
Rev. Dick L. VAN HALSEMA, Reporter
MarviN Baas
James Dr Jonce
MRrs. TRENA Haan
Miss JoEANNA ORANJE
. Dr. WILLIAM RUTGERS
SeyMmovur O. SweTs
REev. Dick H. WALTERS
Dr, HENRY ZVISTRA
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REPORT NO. 10

PAKISTAN MISSION PROJECT

EsteEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN :

E humbly present our report on the above assignment given to

us in the Acts of Synod 1950, p. 76, B. 1, 2, to study the ques-
tion, “Whether it is p0551b1e and desirable to take over the ﬁeld of
Paklstan as part of our mission responsibility.”

The background of this Pakistan Mission project is found in the
overture of the Consistory of the La Grave Ave. Christian Reformed

‘Charch, Cf. Acts 1950, p. 450. The consistory of La Grave Ave.
" Christian Reformed Church overtures Synod to ascertain whether it
will be possible and desirable to take over the field of Pakistan as part
of our mission responsibility. Reasons:

1. Dr. Ralph Blocksma, a member. of the Christian Reformed
Church and a missionary in Pakistan, supported by the Men’s Mis-
sionary Society of the La Grave Ave. Church, deems it possible and
desirable.

2. Dr. John Vroon, who was reared in the Christian Reformed
Church and is still committed wholeheartedly to its position, and Dr.
Blocksma are in charge of a splendidly equipped hospital in Pakistan
and are doing an excellent work among the people in the area of the-
hospital.

*3. The Christian Reformed approach, with its strong intellectual
empha51s and its doctrine of predestination, seems particularly suited
for work among the Mohammedans, who constitute the great part of
the population of this area. ’

4. Our field in China is closed at present, and in the judgment of
the Consistory will remain closed for some time, unless God merci-
fully intervenes.

5. We stand to lose some of our finest missionaries to other denomi-
nations unless we find a field for them such as Pakistan offers.

Study of the problem:

What is the medical missionary setup at Lahore, Pakistan, where
Drs. Blocksma and Vroon are serving at present?

The United Presbyterian Church is at present operating the United
Presbyterian Sialkot Mission. . Dr. and Mrs. Vroon are members of
the United Presbyterian Church, holding their membership in the
Littlefield Blvd. Congregation of the United Presbyterian Church of
North America at Dearborn, Michigan. He is a regular missionary
of the United Presbyterian Sialkot Mission in Pakistan, India.
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We have been informed that both Dr. and Mrs. Vroon are supported
within the regular budget of the United Presbyterian Board.

Dr. Vroon is at present head of the: United Christian Hospital which
was organized in Lahore, Pakistan, India. According to Dr. Reed,
Secretary of the United Presbyterian Missions, Dr. Vroon is now
member of this Sialkot Mission of the United Presbyterian Church,
seconded to service in the United Christian Hospital. He is loaned 1o
this United Christian Hospital for a period of three years. The United
Presbyterian Mission does not contribute funds to this United Chris-
tian Hospital.

As to the status of Dr. Ralph Blocksma: Both Dr. and Mrs. Blocks-
ma are associate members of the Sialkot Mission of the United Pres-
byterian Church. The understanding between Dr. Blocksma and the
United Presbyterian Church is, that their assignment by the mission
would be to the United Christian Hospital at Lahore; and that their
support should be forthcoming from other sources than the Unlted
Presbyterian Church.

"Dr. and Mrs. Blocksma are supported from two sources, the Mis-
sionary Society of the La Grave Ave. Christian Reformed Church,
and the Union Church of Chicago, Illinois.

. The Overture asks to have the study committee ascertain whether it
will be possible and desirable to take over the field of Pakistan as
part of our mission responsibility.

. What does the statement, “To take over the-field of Pakistan as
part of our Mission responsibility” imply ?

Possible interpretations:

1. One interpretation may be, To take this overture literally, and
to consider taking over all of the field of Pakistan as part of our mis-
sion responsibility. Now it goes without saying that this could hardly
" have been in the mind of the Consistory of the La Grave Avenue
Christian Reformed Church and Classis Grand Rapids, South.

2. However, there might be a possibility of operating a.field inde-
pendently in Pakistan. We would like to quote Dr. Ralph Blocksma
on this from a letter which was sent May 4, 1951. “As to the open-
ing of a new field in Pakistan under the Jurlsdlctlon of the Christian
Reformed Church Board of Foreign Missions, I would like to sketch
roughly some of the possibilities. Tt should be understood at the out-
set that Pakistan is new country and that it is essentially a true
Church-State, based in its laws and government on the Koran, and
intent on making all its institutions and people thoroughly Muslim.
-Flushed with their success in the creation of this Mohammedan State,
officials vie with one another in showing their devotion to the prophet:
For .anyone intent on establishing a Christian witness here the going
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will -be rough, and there will be many obtacles. Furthermore, ‘the
Mohammedans as-a group are probably more resistant to -the Gospel
of Christ, than any other religious group in the world. Tf our church
is at all inclined to count success in terms of known conversions and.
baptisms, . they will be bitterly disappointed with their effort here.. [
must say that Pakistan is a poor place for an anemic Church or an
anemic gospel. That is why I am.praying that the Christian Reformed.
Church may see its way clear to make a bold stand for Christ in
Pakistan.

Already there are several missions and mission societies, both in’
the United States of America and England, operating in Pakistan.
They have differences in theological viewpoint but are united in their
one end —to evangelize the country and win souls to Christ. All of
the Missions working in Pakistan have united for the sake of efficiency
.and convenience in a loose organization known as the West Pakistan
Christian Council (this does not include the Seventh Day Adventists
or the Catholic Church). This group, more or less, arbitrates between
mission groups, etc. It has been found in Pakistan that a territorial
division is a very helpful arrangement, so that one Mission Board has
complete jurisdiction over a specific territory, and the rights of this
Board are respected by all the other Mission Boards in Pakistan. It
leads to an autonomy on the field that is consistent with the previous
policies of the Christian Reformed Board of Foreign Missions.

We might raise the practical question, “Where in Pakistan might
the Christian Reformed ‘Church -establish a mission? The answer to
that I feel should lie in a careful analysis of the present distribution
- of missionaries, to show where the need for a Christian witness is the
greatest. In West Pakistan there are about 33,000,000 people. The

population is increasing at the rate of about two thousand refugees a
.week who come over the border from India, and the total number of
refugees from India is estimated at 6,000,000. Most of these are des-
perately poor Muslims. Now the greatest share of the Christian evan-
gelical effort has been made North of Multan, located about in the
middle of West Pakistan, and in terms of need the southern part of
Pakistan is the area most needing the attention of the Christian Church.
In Sind State, especially Hyderabad and Karachi, there is a crying
need for men to present the gospel of Jesus Christ. In the teeming
port city of Karachi there are three missionaries that I know of and
no powerful organized evangelical effort. Karachi is the capital of
Pakistan and here the voice of the Word of God is an inaudible whis-
per. Another possibility, which is a good one, is that our Church could
~ take over one of the areas north of the Ravi River and south of the
Indus River which are being vacated by the United Presbyterian
Church due to reductions in their personnel. Here many Christian
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3.

s:
1

churches have already been established, but large areas are being left
without any district missionaries. The theological position of the .

* United Presbyterian Church is very close to our own, and I think

that this Board would welcome warmly the- support of the Christian

- Reformed Church if they chose to step in and relieve the vacuum

caused by the United Presbyterian’s withdrawal. I feel sure that the
Christian Reformed Church could be given autonomy in an'area that
had already been partially developed at least, and succor the Christian
Church already established from falling prey to the Muslims, At
least this is a possibility worthy of serious consideration. Reductions
in the quota of missionaries for Pakistan by the home United Presby-
terian Board has already made many Unitéd Presbyterian areas of
effort feel the pinch.

In regard to this second point, the establishment of a new mission
field in Pakistan, I would heartily recommend that the Christian Re-
formed Board of Foreign Missions open up their own mission field
in Pakistan in a district of their own choosing, in consultation with
those Mission Boards already working there.”

A careful analysis of this situation shows that many complek ar-
rangements would be involved. Nothing is. said of an offer or to take

>. "over the field. Evidently it might be possible to elicit such an offer.

The area would be strictly Muslim.

3. There is another possible interpretation of this overture, namely,
to take over the United Christian Hospital at Lahore, India, of which
Dr. Vroon is the head, and Dr. R. Blocksma is a member of the staff.

Dr. Ralph Blocksma discusses this in the following paragraph from
his letter referred to. “As' regards the United Christian Hospital in
Lahore, I should mention the natural interest which the Christian Re-
formed Church has in this institution. There are now four members
of the Christian Reformed Church under missionary status connected
with the hospital: Miss Elizabeth Heerema, Miss Eunice Huizenga,
Mrs. Blocksma and I. Dr. and Mrs. John Vroon were formerly mem-
bers of the church but transferred their membership to the United
Presbyterian Church. All of us derive at least a part of our support
from individuals or organizations in the Christian Reformed Church,
and these same individuals and groups did a great deal in the begin-
ning to finance and equip this hospital. The theological emphasis is
strongly conservative and the evangelistic work is led by two evan-
gelists from England, Mr. and Mrs. Ian Douglas, independents, who
are powerful evangelists and expert in the use of the Urdu tongue.
I must confess that I early cherished the hope that some day the Chris-
tian Reformed.Church might be able to take over the entire project.
Now I do not see how such a move could be practicable as the several
mission boards have united in support of the hospital with substan-
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tial contributions and personnel. ‘The stake of the other boards is too
heavy, and the expense of operatmg the nstitution too great for one
.group to carry on independently.”

Comment is hardly necessary upon this analysis given by Dr. Ralph
Blocksma.

4. The third possible interpretation of this overture is that our de-
nomination participates in the work, that is, to the extent of  sending
out mission workers, who would serve the cause of missions under
such a set-up as the Lahore United Christian Hospital.

As to this question, Dr. Ralph Blocksma writes as follows: “It is
my recommendation that the Christian Reformed Board join in this
enterprise formally and officially by sending out a doctor or nurse or
both to the United Christian Hospital. I am entirely aware that there
is little precedent for this action, and that traditionally our. Church
has frowned on mission activities that implied close association with
other Boards. I am as cogn