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-SYNODICAL PRAYER SERVICE
Held At

TIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
GRAND RAPn)s, chmdAN

'Tuesday,’ Juné 12, 1951
7:45 P M.

Rev. Joun GRITIER, Presiding

Tur REv. MARTIN MoNSMa,

" Pastor of the Grandville Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, President of Christiay Reformed Synod, 1950, p'reachmg
the sermon and-leading in prayer for Synod

MRS H VERIIILL Orgamst _

PreLUDE — “Our Father _/Wh1ch Art in Heaven ............ Mendelssohn
© SINGING
VOTUM AND SALUTATION
) APOSTLES CreEp — In Unison ‘
SINGING — “Gloria Patri” ..o et s No. 467
READING OF PSALM OF PI{AISE

Praver L
'OrreRING — Canadian Relief Fund ,

OrrerTORY — “How Beautiful .Upon the Mountains”............... Harker
SINGING reiemecirenns R T F AU SO 303:1, 2, 4
B ScrIPTURE READING — I Cor. 15:20-58 '

Text —1I Cor. 15:58 .

SermoN — “PAUL’S URGENT EXHORTATION TO THE
CHURCH AT CORINTH”

PravErR ror SYNOD
+ SINGING
BENEDICTION

DoxorocY — “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
No. 468
POS’\I‘_LUD]E——*“NOW Thank We All Our God” '



ACTS OF SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, Michigan

WEDNESDAY MORNING JUNE 13
First Session-

ARTICLE 1
At 9 30 AM. the delegates to Synod, assembled in the Calvin
College Auditorium, are called to order by the Reverend Martin
Monsma, the President of the Synod of 1950 He requests Synod
to sing Psalter Hymmnal No. 293. He reads Psalm 46 and then leads
in prayer usmg the “Opening Prayer for Ecclesiastical Assemblies.”

ARTICLE 2"
The Rev. M. Monsma delivers the followmg nessage to Synod

DEAR BRETHREN, DELEGATES TO THE 1951 SyNoD
OF OUR CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCHES:

It gives me great pleasure, in name of the summoning church, to bid
you all a hearty welcome to our 1951 Synodical gathering.

As I intimated last night, it is a settled issue that our synodlcal table
will be loaded down with many problems and issues. The customary number
of reports by our standing committees or boards will require action. Some
of these will confront us with weighty problems and crucial questions.
Then there are a goodly number of reports by special study committees
which call for careful deliberation. And besides all this there are a num-
ber of ovértures which will require due congideration.

Because of certain issues before us brethren, the eyes of the churches
will be upon us more than ordinarily. .But more important; the eyes of
God will be upon us. May we know ourselves, in every discussion and for
every decision, strictly accountable before Him,

May we.all do our work prayerfully, for then only can we expect God’s
indispensable blessing.

_ Let us all work hard, but let us also watch our physical health and -
mental endurance. None of us ghould make the mistake of burning up
all his energies the first few days; so that the concluding days of Synod,

which are always the hardest should find him too tired for clear thmklng
and good work.

And may brotherly love, that precious gift of God to His chlldren, con-
tinue! In the words of Phil. 2:3, may we do “nothing through. faction or
through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind each countmg other better
than himself,” may we seek the good of Zion, the coming of God’s ngdom,
and the glory of God’s name.
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ARTICLE 3
“The President pro-tem requests the Stated Clerk to serve as clerk
until the election of officers of Synod is completed.

ARTICLE 4

~ The delegates present their credentials.
the following delegates representing the various Classes:

CLASSIS CALIFORNIA

Ministers.............. M. Vander Zwaag
H. Radius .
Elders ... ..C. J. Den Dulk
E. C. Plett
CLASSIS CHICAGO NORTH
Ministers... ..H. Baker
' E. Haan
Flders .................. G. Evenhouse
G Edema
CLASSIS CHICAGO SOUTH -
. Ministers.............B. Van Someren
C. Greenfield
© Elders ... 0. Schmidt
. J. De Vries
CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS
-EAST
. Ministers..............G. Gritter
M. H. Faber
 Blders .o A. W, Hulst
- _ Dr. H. Stob
CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS
SOUTH
Ministers.............M. Monsma -
J. H. Piersma
Elders .....comnu.... R. Ellens
~ R. Postma
CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS
WEST
Ministers.............C. Vanden Heuvel
‘ R. De Ridder
.Elders ....ccooeenne H. Vander. Ark
.- ) G. 1. Buist
CLASSIS HACKENSACK
: Mmzsters....; ......... A. A. Hoekema
‘ D.L.Van Halsema

Elde'rs .................. R. Hommes
‘ : Dr. P. G. Berkhout

CLASSIS HOLLAND

Ministers............. W. Haverkamp
A. Hoogstrate
Elders ..eeeeeen... J. Hietbrink

H. Bratt

The Synod is composed of

CLASSIS HUDSON

Ministers.............. W. Vander Haak
A. E. Rozendal _
_ Elders ..c...cu....J. Dejong
A. Frieling
CLASSIS KALAMAZOO
Ministers........... ..0. De Groot

G. H. Vande Riet

" Elders .cicoevnn. A, Vanden Berg
’ R. Dykema
CLASSIS MINNESOTA
Ministers............ R. Veldman
8. Kramer
Elders .................. E. Meyer

F. Ahrénholz
CLASSIS MUSKEGON

Ministers............ J. Kromminga
W. Tolsma
Elders ..ooee.......G. Trap
J. Meekhof
CLASSIS ONTARIO
Ministers............ .J. Gritter

J. Vander Meer"‘
L. Vanden Berg
E. Tigchelaar

CLASSIS ORANGE CITY

Elders ..coooeennn...

Ministers.............. J. Griffioen -
G. Postma
Elders ..................C. De Boer
E. Kuik
CLASSIS OSTFRIESLAND
Ministers.............. E. Bossenbroek
S._ P. Miersma .
Elders .oeeeeeecns H. Van Meekeren ~

S. Cannegieter -
CLASSIS PACIFIC

* Ministers..n .. E. Oostendorp
W. Hekman
Elders oo D. Van Dyke

P. De Groot



~ ARTICLES 5, 6 7,8 : 5

CLASSIS PELLA

CLASSIS WISCONSIN -

Ministers............ M. Ouwinga " Ministers.............. E. Ubels
H. Vander Klay J. H, De Haan
Elders -.o.eoeen..... H. Stek Elders .................. H. Dirkse
J. H. Gosselink "H. Vrieze
CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER CLASSIS ZEELAND
" Ministers.............. T. C. Van Kooten Ministers.............D. Drost .

: N. Beute M. Bolt
Elders ................T. Fikse Elders ...............N. Frankema .
' W. Compaan W. Schut

ARTICLE 5 ‘

Synod is declared constltuted and proceeds to elect the followmﬂ
officers: !

President ...... e emeaermen e Tue Reverenp H. BAKER,
of Chicago, Ill

Vice-President.....en.... THE REVEREND MARTIN MoNsMA,
of Grand Rapids, Mich.

First Clerk ool THE Reverexp W, HAVERKAMP,
_ of Holland, Mich. -

Second Cletk.. e, ... THE REVEREND J. GRITTER,

of London, Ontarlo
The Reverend H. Baker addresses Synod and expresses his ap-
~ preciation for the honor accorded him. He expresses his sense of
‘unworthiness of this honot, but promises that with the help.of God
he will perform the task laid upon him. He expresses the hope that
neither the patience nor the strength of the delegates shall fail in the’
days to come. He stresses the need of prayer in view of the important
work that lies before ‘Synod. ‘He thanks the Rev. Monsma for the
excellent sermon delivered at the Prayer Service the previous evening.

ARTICLE 6 .
The President of Synod reads the “Public Declaration of Agreement

with the Forms of Unity,” and all delegates, while standing, express
their agreement. ‘ '

ARTICLE 7 '
. .The President welcomes the’ Rev. H. Blystra, Secretary of Home
Missions ; the Home-Missionary at Large, the Rev.J. M. Vande Kieft;
the Rev. L. Oostendorp who represents the Board of Indian atid
.Foreign Missions; the Professors of our Seminary, the Editors of our .
Church Papers, and representatives of .the daily papers, the Stated
Clerk, President of Calvin College, and visitors.

ARTICLE 8 -
Synod decides to arrange a schedule of sessions in accordance with
that of previous Synods, namely, 8:30 A.M. to 11:45 A M., with a
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“fifteen- minute - recess at 9:45 oclock 1:30 PM to 5:45 P.M,, w1th '
a recess from 3 15 to 3:30 o’clock. : :

ARTICLE 9
The President appoints the following to serve as’the Program Com-
‘mittee: The Officers of Synod, the Revs. B. Van Someren, A. Hoekema, .
_O. De Groot, J. Kromminga, E. Bossenbroek; T. C. Van Kooten;
and the Elders C. Den Dulk, A. W. Hulst, H. VanderArk, J. De Jong,
E. Meyer, C De Boer, D. Van Dyke H. Dirkse, N. Frankena.

ARTICLE 10

To give the Program Committee time to prepare its report, Synod
adjourns until 3:15 P.M. and the First Clerk, Rev. W. Haverkamp
closes with prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 13
%econd Session

L ARTICLE 11
After Synod has sung Psalter Hymmnal Number 212, Rev. M. Vandu
Zwaag leads in: prayer.
- ARTICLE 12 :
o The Stated (,lerk reads the report of- the Synodical Commltteu
‘Synod approves this report. (See Supplement 40.) '
" The Stated Clerk now reads  his own report, whlch 18 approved
(See Supplement 40.) -

" The Stated Clerk reads a communication from the “Deputaten Voor
Emigratie der Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland,” Motion prevails

‘to refer this communication to the Advisory Committee on Home
MlSSlOI‘l Matters (Cf. Art. 125.)

ARTICLE 13
" The Progmm Committee, the First Clerk reportmg, presents its
report, and advises that the following Committees be appointed:
"~ COMMITTEE No. 1-— Educational Matters
' - Class Room No. 1, Semmary Building
C hawman%Rev B. Van Someren ;
Reporter — Rev. Geo.. Gritter

. Rev. H. Radius . Elder Hero Bratt

Rev. R. Veldman Elder G. Buist

Rev. E. Bossenbroek Elder C. De Boer

Rev. E. Haan ‘Elder N. Frankena

Elder R. Postma - . Advisers: Pres. H. Schultze

Elder P. Berkhout Prof. L. Berkhof



ARrTICLE 13 . ‘ -7

- Cosmrrree No. 2 — Indion and Foreign Missions oo

...................................... Class Room No: 2, Semmary Bulldm'! o

Chawman—-«Rev J. Griffioen - 7
o Reporter—Rev A. Hoekema = - .
Rev. R. DeRidder - FElder A. Vanden Berg

Rev. J. Vander Meer Elder H. VanMeekeren
Elder A. Frieling Elder H. Vrieze

Adviser: Prof. M. Wyngaarden:

‘ COMMITTEE No. 3 —Home MiSSIONS oo

...................................... .Class Room No." 3 Semmary Bu11d1ng

Chairman —Rev. M. Ouwinga
Reporter — Rev. 'H. Qostendorp

Rev. G. Vande Riet Elder E. Tlgchelaar':
Rev. D. Van Halsema  Elder W. Compaan
Elder R. Ellens Fider G. Trap

Adviser: Prof. Wm ‘Hendriksen

) COMMI'ITEE No 4——Publ¢catwn Maters oo

Class Room No. 4 Semmary Bmldmg ~

Chairman — Rev. C. Vanden .Heuvel:
Reporter — Rev.- M. Vander Zwaag .

" Rev. G. Postma Elder R. Hommes . -
" Rev. J. H. De Haan Elder G. Evenhouse
‘Elder E. C. Plett Elder J. Meekhof -

‘Adviser: Dr. Wm. Rutgers

CommrTTEE No. Sa -~ Church Order ..o
...................................... Class Room No. 5 Semmary Bmldmfr
Chairmaen — Rev. M. Bolt '
" Reporter — Dr. J. Kromminga
Rev. M. H. Faber - Elder E. Kuik -~ .. AR
Rev. S. Kramer - - Elder D. Van Dyke = .
Elder H. Vander Ark Elder H. Dirkse -
Adwser Dr S. VoIbeda

CO\IMITTEE No. SbﬁChun‘h Order. .......... eemeenemeen e nennn
et Class Room No. 6, Seminary Bmldmg
Chairman — Rev. A. Hoogstrate )
: Reporter — Rev. T. C. Van Kooten
Rev. W. Vander Haak Elder O. Schmidt
Rev. J. H. Piersma -  Elder E. Meyer
~ Elder C J. Den Dulk - Elder P. De Groot
Admser Dr.-S. Volbeda "~
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.ComMiTTEE No. 6 — Varig ....... -...otudent Lounge, Semmary Building
o Clunrman—Rev O. De Groot
Reporter — Rev. E. Ubels

‘Rev. W. Hekman ~ Elder F. Ahrenholz
Rev: H. Vander Klay Elder A. W. Hulst -
- Elder G. Edema Elder S. Cannegieter

Aduviser: Dr. Wm. Rutgers

‘COMMITTEE No. 7 — Protests and Appeals e ,
............................................ Assembly Room, Semmary Building
Ch(m‘m«m— Rev. C. Greenfield
Reporter — Dr. H. Stob

Rev. W. Talsma Elder J. DeJong
Rev. N. Beute ~ . - Elder H. Stek
Rev. D. Drost . . Elder J. Heetbrink

Adviser: Prof. Geo. Stob. .

. COMMHTEE No. 8 — Budget Matters .eooeeeoeeeeeesioee

................................ Girls’ Lounge, College Bulldmg, Room 15 -
Chairman — Rev. S. P. Miersma '
e * Reporter — Elder R. Dykema
Rev A. E. Rosendal - Elder J. H. Gosselink
Elder J. De Vries - .- Elder T. Fikse '
Elder L. Vanden: Bérg ~ Elder H. Schut

ARTICLE 14
Synod adopts the rcport of the Program -Committee.

ARTICLE 15
 Synod takes cognizance -of the absence of Prof. C. Bouma on.
“accotint of illness and requests the officers of Synod to convey Synod's
sympathy and interest. '
ARTICLE 16 :
Synod decides to adjourn until ‘8:30 A.M. Thursday. . Elder H
. Schut leads in- closing prayer

‘THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 14

Third Session
et " ARTICLE 17 -
. Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel leads in devotions and requests Synod tu -
sing No. 95 of the Psalter Hymnal, and leads in prayer.

) . ARTICLE 18
' Roll call reveals that all delegates are present with the exceptlon of
- Rev. M. Ouwmga who has been delayed en route from Denver.



ArTicLEs 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 26 27 - 9

ARTICLE 19
The first “tlerk reads the minutes of the prunouq sessions, and
~Synod approves. :
: ARTICLE 20
The Presadent of Synod announces ‘the following appointments:
Obituary Committee: (Ci. Art. 125) Revs. R. Veldman and' M. Bolt.
‘Reception Committce: Revs. A. W. Hoogstrate and W VanderHadk
(Cf. Arts. 29, 30, 77.)
ARTICLT 21 :

I\egardmg the examination for candidacy to be held on Friday, June
15, Synod decides: To meet in four groups to hear the sermons; to
. allow 15 minutes for delivery 6f sermons; to-meet in two groups to
" conduct the remainder of the examination with the understanding that
the examination in Practica is to take place in the presence of the entire
Synod. Twenty minutes is to be allowed for each branch in the
_ examination. :
o , ARTICLE 22
- Motion prevails to meet on Saturday morning.

ARTICLE 23
Synod adjourns to meet in comm1ttees

- FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 15"
C : Fourth Session' =~

ARTICLE 24 o
Synod sings No. 215 of’ the Psalter Hymnal and Rev. E Haan ‘
leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 25
Roll call reveals that all delegates are present. Rev. M. Ouwinga,
who is now present for the first fime, expresses agreement with' the
Iorms of Unity. ‘

‘ ARTICLE 26 o
" The minutes of the session of Thursday morning are read and adopted. .
ARTICLE .27 s
The President of Synod appoints the following Committee on,

Appointments:
Rev. Martin Monsma, Chairman Elders A W Hulst
Rev. E. Haan, Reporter P. Berkhout
Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel _ . T H. Bratt. .
Rev. H. Radius S A. Vanden Berg ,
Rev, G. Postma " N.. Frankens, - -
Rev, 'W. Hekman ‘P. De Groot"
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ARTICLE 28 \
; ~ The President :0f- Synod welcomes Dr. Ned -B. Stonehouse and
~ Rev. J. Wristers.
' ARTICLE 29 '

Rev. A. W. Hoogstrate- welcomes. Rev. Wristers who tells of ‘s
work among the. . Dutch.. Seamen in the: various Gulf Ports. In the
course of his addressA he thanks our Chttrch for what it has done at
the Seamen’s Home in Hoboken. He also thanks our church for all it
has done to facilitate his coming into the United States. e expresses
the hope that some day our work among the seamen will extend lo |
all three coasts Rev E. Haan responds

-ARTICLE 30

Rev W. Vander Haak introduces Dr. N. Stonehouse Dr. Stone-
house expresses the warm interest of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in our Christian Reformed Church and.indicates areas in
which we can cooperate such as: education and. evangelism. He voices
" profound appreciation for the Back to God Hour and concludes by say-
_ ing that beyond cooperation beckons union of these two Churches..

~ Rev. R. De Ridder responds.

ARTICLE 31
The Vice President, Rev. M.  Monsma, calls the roll of the
brethren who are to be examiried for tandidacy. This roll call reveals
_ that Mr. M. C. Baarman will not be examined by :this Synod because
he is to continue his theological studies.

b ARTICLE 32
Revs. D. Drost and M. VanderZwaag report favorably on the
sermons which have been submitted by the brethren who seek candidacy.

ARTICLE 33
Synod now conducts the examination for candidacy according to the
following schedule: '
A. The prospectwe candidates deliver their sermons as follows:

- I. Apol — Isaiah 55:1 J. T. Malestein — 2 Timothy 3:186, 17
W. De.Boer — Romans 8:28-30 "J. C. Medendorp — Acts 2:39

A. De Kruyter-— Ephesians 2:1-8 L. Sweetman, Jr.— I Peter 2:9

B. D:I?moudenR_ Psalm %5114 - H. J. Teitsma — James 1:2-4

J. H an — Romans 1:16, 17 Dl .

L. J. Hofman — Jeremiah 17:13 W. Van Antwerpen — Phil. 4:6, 7
.T. E. Hofman — Genesis 17:7 A. J. Veltkamp — Matthew 5:10-12
“E. 0. Holkeboer — Revelation 22:17 C. J. Vos — Genesis 3:15

R. Leestma — Revelation- 3:20 W. R. Witte — John 11:25, 26

B. The second part of the examination is conducted as follows:
Introduction — Classis Minnesota — Rev. R. Veldman
Theology — Classis Muskegon ~— Dr. J. Kromminga
Anthropology — Classis Ontario — Rev. J. Gritter




Awricies 34, 35,36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41 11

Christology — Classis Orange City — Rev. J. Griffioen
Soteriology — Classis Ostfriesland — Rev. E. Bossenbroek

. Eeclesiology — Classis Pacifiec — Rev. E. Oostendorp °
Eschatology — Classis Pella — Rev. M. Ouwinga
Practi¢a — Classis Sioux Center — Rev. T. C. Van Kooten

ARTICLE: 34

Synod adjourns, and Elders Hietbrink and Trankena close thvs '
session of the respective examlmng groups with prayel o

FRIDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 15
' - Fifth Session

ARTICLE 35

Synod again meets in two groups to continue the examination. The
group meeting in the College Auditorium sings Psalter Hymnal No. 213
and is led in prayer by Elder P. Berkhout. The other group is led in
player by Rev.' D. Drost.

ARTICLE 36

Since the examination is takmg longer than had’béen anticipated the
question is raised whether Synod should try to complete the exammatlon

. today. Motion prevails to continue the examination.

. ARTICLE. 37
Synod adjourns and Elder Frieling leads in closmg prayer

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 15
© Sixth Session

ARTICLE 38
Synod sings No. 315 of the Psalter Hymnal and is led-in prayer
by Rev. H. VanderKlay.

ARTICLE 39 o

The examination in the prescribed branches having been comble‘;ed,
the delegates now are given the opportunity to ask questions and dele-

gates avail themselves of this opportunity. -

‘ ARTICLE 40
Synod decides to recess for 10 minutes.

ARTICLE 41 o
The committee. for examination of credentials of all 1‘he prospective

- candidates, Rev. B. Van Someren reporting, mforms Synod that all

the c1edentlals are in good order.
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: ARTICLE 42 :
Synod now, goes into executive session, and proceeds to vote by
ballot. A
ARTICLE 43
Havmg announced to the prospective candidates that they are zll
- admitted to candidacy, the President of Synod congratulates the
brethren and speaks a few fitting words. Synod smgs No. 295 :3 of tht,
Psalter Hymnal
' ARTICLE 44 .
Synod rescinds its motion to meet on Saturday morning at '8: o')
and decides to meet Monday morning. This in view of the lateness.
of the hour, as the clock is about to strike 2:00 A.M.

ARTICLE 45
Rev. M Belt leads in closing  prayer and Synod recesses untll
Monday morning.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 18 :
. Seventh Session

"~ ARTICLE 46
‘ Synod sings Psalter Hymnal No. 369:1- 3 and Rev. E. Ubels leads
in prayer.
ARTICLE 47
"Roll call reveals all delegates are present. Rev. E. B. Pekeldei
“takes the place of ‘Rev. G. H. Vande Riet, and expresses ‘'his agreement
with the Forms of Unity.
ARTICLE 48 .
The minutes of the Friday session are read and approved. Synod
decides to have the officers of qynod approve the minutes of executive
. sessions. '
ARTICLE 49 ,
~ Synod takes cognizance of the absence of Dr. J. C.-De Korne on
account of illness and expresses the hope that the Lord may grant him
an early recovery. Rev. Baker appoints Revs. Chas. Greenfield
and Walter Tolsma to visit the brother. (Ci. Art. 70.)

ARTICLE 50

The Second Clerk reports that he has presented the names of the
'young men admitted to candidacy to our church papers and has sct
the date for veligibility for calls on ]uly 13 1951. Synod approves th-s
action.
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, ARTICLE 51 S
The Chair welcomes Rev. Bruce Wilson representative of tHe Re-

formed Presbyterian Church; Rev. A. Poel representing our Indian

field ; Rev. Wm. Muller representmg South America and Rev. P. Ipemd

-representing our African mission field.

‘ ARTICLE 52
The Advisory Committee Home Missions, Rev. E. Oostendorp re-

porting, presents the. following

I PatersoN Hrsrew Mission.

. A. Material: Agenda I\eport No. 1 (pp- 39) (See Supplement :

No. 1).

B. Recommendation:
Synod thank the P'tter:,on Hebrew Mission Board, and approve

~the work. Adopted.

II. CrICcAGO JEWISH Mlssxom

A. Material:. Agenda Report No. 26 (pp. 205 -208) (See Supple-
ment No. 26).

" B. Recommendation:

Thank the Board of the Chmago Hebrew Mission and approve the
work done. Adopted. -

I11. THE CHRISTIAN SEAMEN s HowmE.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 18 (pp 139- 142) (See Supple—-

- ment No. 18).

B.  Recommendation:
Thank the Committee and approve the work done.. Adopted

IV. CANADIAN IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 12 (pp. 107-112) (See Suppl«

" ment No. 12).

B. Recommendations:

1. Thank the Committee and approve the work done. Adopted.

2." Synod grant the Committee authority to appoint additional field-
men (part or full time) as and when needed because of the accelerated
program of immigration.

Grounds: . :

a. The new policy of admitting tradesmen requires placing field-
men in the cities, while our present set-up is geared more partxcula1.y B
to caring for the rural areas.

b. The lack of fieldmen is in many cases overburdening the home
missionaries so that the spiritual aspect of their work suffers. - '
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c. The work of the fieldmen is inséparably linked with the spmtua]
welfare of the immigrants. Adopted. - ‘

3. Your advisory committee calls the attention of Synod to the fact'
that the increased- work (point 3) will require additional funds;
also requested by the Immigration ‘Committee in its supplementan
: report ( Supplement 12A) Recewed as information.

~V." Tt CuAPLATN COMMITTEE. :

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 29 (pp 229- 235) (See Supple-
ment No. 29). o

B. Recommendations:
. 1. Thank the Committec and approve the WOr]\ it has done. AdOi)tnd
. 2. The enlargement of the Committee by the-addition of two former
chaplains. (Cf. Art. 171,'V, 12.) -

- Ground: :

The increased work and responsibility of the Commlttee as more
chaplains are called makes it advisable to bring the Comnnttee to its
- full number of five members. Aa’opted

3. The reactivation of the Chaplain Fund.

Ground:

Although there is a reserve on hand there will be need for funds
when more chaplains enter the service. Adopted. ' ' '

4. We recommend that Chaplain E. J. Holtrop of Camp Custer be
permitted to bring the challenge of the chaplaincy before Synod in s
- brief address, because of the present emergeney need of more men to
undertake this work. Adopted.

(Report continued in Art. 72.).

ARTICLE 53 .

- The Advisory Committee Church Order (A), Dr. J. Kromminga
reporting, presents the following:

I. Rrvision oF THE CHURCH. ORDER (See Supplement No. 8)

"A. Material: )

Agenda Report No. 8, page 80, “G enefdl Revision of the Church
- Order Compuittee as to Request of the Reformed Churches of tnL
" Netherlands.” (See Supplement No. 8.).

B. ‘History of Report. '

The Synod of 1950 received a request from the Reformed Churches
of the Netherlands that our Church ‘declare itself as to the desirability
-of working together with them on a proposed general revision of the
_Church Order. Synod 1950 appointed a committee to formulate a
_reply and report to Synod of 1951. (Cf. Acts, 1950, Art. 141, V.)
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ARrTICLE 53 . - 15 \

“C. Recommendations.
1. Adoption of the first recommendahon of the Study Commltteo

- “To declare that we deem it necessary to undertake the work of a

general revision of the Church Order of Dordrecht

Grounds

" a: The language and formulation of the articles of the Church

Order, in many respects, are not very clear to the modern reader. The
lack of clarity is often the result of obsolete terminology or lack of
precise formulation, which frequently gives rise to .misunderstanding
or confusion. :

b. During the past years an increasing amount of mission’ work
has been done by our churches, both as to church-extension and
evangelization. The present -Church Order hardly mentions the:e
many-sided and necessary labors of the Church. .

c. Other brethren of Reformed persuasmn agree in this necessﬂ:v

d. The fact is that our Church Order is being revised piecerneal.
A general revision is preferable to this, to preserve the unity anl
coherence of the Church Order. Adopted.

2. Adoption of the second recommendation of the Study Committee:
“To declare our willingness to labor in close and constant cooperation
with the committee ad hoc in the Netherlands, and possibly also with
such a committee of our sister church in South Africa, regarding the
proposed revision of the Church Order

Grounds: .
* a. The Reformed Churahes in the Netherlands have expressed .
desire for such revision.

b.. Unity in Church Order is in harmony with the basic unity of

the true Reformed faith throughout the world. '
“c. The rules for cooperation w1th sister Churches mclude the
following: “In taking ‘heed mutually lest there be deviation from

the Reformed principles in doctrine,. worship, or discipline.” (Cf.
Schaver, Polity of the Churches, ed. 1947, II, 190.) Adopied.

3. Adoption of the third recommendation of the Study Committee :
“To appoint a committee to undertake this work in consultation and
cooperation with the committee of the Netherlands, and possibly that

- of South Africa.” Adopted.

4. Adoption of the fourth recommendation of the Study Com-
mitteed, namely, to give the following mandate to this committee:

a. The revision of the Church Order must be undertaken in full
harmony with the Reformed principles of church government.

b. To labor in close consultation with the committee of the Re-
formed Churches in'the Netherlands and possibly also with a similar
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committee of the Reformed Church of South Africa, if that Chur Lh
“also 1s willing to labor on this project.

c. The committee shall advise the Synod of 1952 as to extent afvl
- manner of the revision to be undertaken. (Cf. Art. 171, V, 50i)
- Adopted. ' :

5. Adoption of the fifth recommendation of the Study Committec:
“To inform the Churches in the Netherlands of these decisions.”
Adopted. :

6. To thank the Study Committee for its report. Adopted.

- II. CrNSURE OF RESIGNED MEMBERS.

A. Material: : )

-~ _Agenda Report No. 20, pp. 152-156. (See Supplement No.- 20)
Acts, 1949, pp. 404-406.

B. History:

A Christian Reformed Consistory petitioned Svnod 1949 to rescind
‘its decision of 1918 re “members under censure resigning their member-
ship,” listing the following four objections to the decisions:

1. Synod contradicts itself in this ruling. : :

2. It is a practical denial of the principle that the Church is a°
 divine institution. . '

3. It defeats the purpose-of discipline as given in Art. 71, Churgh
Order.

4. Tt makes question four of the Form for Public Confession of
Iraith superfluous, ' o

Synod appointed a committee to formulate a reply.

C. Brief statement of argument of committee:

‘1. With respect to objection No. 1 (II, B, 1, above), the Committce
cites Scriptural cases in which the same contradiction is made; the
case of ‘Demas, II Timothy 4:10; the case of the antichrists, I John
-2:19; Christ’s followers forsaking Him, John 6:66, 67. “The same
_ apparent self-contradiction is in the Bible, where it is not resolved.”

2. With respect to objection No. 2 (II, B, 2, above), the Committee
points out that the Church is indeed a divine institution, but the ruling
of 1918 is concerned with the imperfect Church that presents itself
as an institution to the eye of the world. The Confession of Faith in
Art. XXVIII emphasizes the personal freedom and responsibility of
the member in joining the true Church of Christ or separating from
it. : o
3. With respect to objection No. 3 (II, B, 3, above), the Committee:
-a. States that “resignation under censure does not defeat the.
purpose of discipline, but hastens what would be the inevitable end ‘ot
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the censure, namely. the removal of ‘offense out of the Church of '
Christ.”

b. Points out that the other key, the preachmg of the Word, has
proved too hard for such people they are excluded from the kmgdom

| , thereby

4. With respect to objection No. 4 (1L, B, 4, above), the Committec:

a. States the opinion that those who make confession have no thought
of possible resignation,

b. Points out that the fourth question of the Form for Public

.- Confession of Taith is a mighty testimony against the faithlessness

and dishonesty of those who resigh under censure.’

¢. States the Judgment that censure under such circumstances would -

‘D. Recommendation of the Study Committee:

“Since the above study indicates that the present ruling is not in
conflict -with the Sacred Scriptures and the Confessions, that Synod
abide by the present ruling relative to members under censure resign-
ing their mer_nbership.” -

 Recommendations:
1. Synod adopts the following: Synod abide by the present ruhnb

- relative to members under censure resigning their mémbership, since

the Kellogsville Overture does not establish convincingly that the -
present ruling is in conflict with the Sacred Scriptures and the Con-
fession. And this answers the Overture of Kellogsville.

2. That Synod call the attention of the Churches to the necessity -
of a suitable announcement in such a case, in order that others may
be warned against this sin. Such an announcement, -already adopted by
a previous Synod, includes the statement that the person who resigned
his membership by that very act has committed a grievous sin, and
that he has refused to heed the repeated admonitions of the Consistory
not to commit this sin, and warns against such expressions as “accept-
ing the resignation” since the responsibility for his sinful act must
remain with the person who withdraws himself from the Church. (Cf.
Acts, 1936, Art. 166, p. 121). Adopted.

3. That Synod thank the Stuay Committee for its report. Adopted.
(Report continued in Arts. 91, 107, 153.)

ARTICLLE 54

Synod adjourns and Elder J. H. Gosselink leads in c165ing prayer.
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE '18 A
‘ Eighth Session

~.

: ARTICLE 55 o
. Rcv Wm Vander Haak requests Synod to sing No. 128 Psalter
: Hymnal and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 56
Elder P. Medema, who is present instead of Elder G. I Buist,
expresses agreement . w1th the Forms of Unity.

ARTICLE 57  +
- The Advisory Commlttee Varia, Rev. E. Ubels reporting, presents
the following: ‘

I. Tre AMERrRICAN BIBLE SoCIETY..
.A. Material: Agenda Report No. 2 (See Supplement No. 2)

- B.. Recommendation:
That Synod thank our representative for his work. Adopted

II. Unitep Yourn COMMITTEE.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 6 (See Supplement No. 6).

The committee reports that although it is a slow process, progress
is being made in the attempt to bring about the realization of a
united youth movement.

. B. Recommendation: ,
"That Synod commend the committee for the progress made and
urge it to continue its labors. Adopted. :

“© III. MiwnisTER'S PENSION AND ReLieF AD\JII\ISTRA’.[ION

A. Material:
1. Agenda Report No. 9 and 9A (See Supplements No. 9, 9A) '
2. A detailed report of disbursements from the Relief Fund which,
according to the rules for the administration of this fund, must be
submitted to Synod’s advisory committee.

B. Recommendations:

- 1. That Synod approve the appropriations from the Relief Fund
Adopted.

. 2. That Synod refer to its Committee on Appomtments the fact

that the term of Mr. W. H. Boer expires at this time. Adopied.

- 3. That Synod approve the retirement of the following ministers:

the Rev. H. Wierenga by Classis Grand Rapids East; the Rev. A, J.

" ‘Rus by Classis Grand Rapids South the Rev. J. M. Ghysels by
_ Classis Hudson. Adopted. :
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IV. GrRMAN AND HUNGARIAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF (See Supplement 7
No. 17) ‘
A. Material:

© 1. Agenda Report No. 17. The committee.reports that efforts in
behalf of Germany and Hungary have come to a stand still. $500.00°
was given to the Hungarian Evangelical World Service. With author-
ization from the Synodical Committee $5,000 was given for sp:rltual

- relief in Korea. (See Supplement No. 40)

2. An adjusted financial statement as of June 12, 1951 reporting
a balance of $2,888.88. Received as Informatwn

B. In deference to the standing committee we present its recom-
mendations for prior consideration: “That the name of this Com-
mittee be changed to 1e1c1~}'ore1gn Rcformad Spiritual Relief Com-
mzttee

 Grounds:
a. A committee bearing this name would have authonty to’ minister
to Christians of Reformed pelsuasmn in any foreign land."

b. Such a- Committee could act immediately whenever occasion’
demanded. Reccived as information,

- C.- Recommendations:

1. That Synod do not adopt the recommendation of the standing
committee.

Grounds:

a. This would not be in harmony w1th the hlstorlcal purpose of the-
committee which was created to meet specific needs in a particular

. place, the challenge of which was placed before Synod.

b. This would give the committee far too broad a- mandate which
might conceivably overlap: such work as is already ‘done in South

:America, Ceylon, Canada, etc.

¢. This would be a project requiring the establishment of a broad

-set of rules With which the committee has not been supplied. Aa’o pted.

2. -That -the same committee be continued to administer sp1r1tu¢1
relief to Reformed Christians in ICorea. -

Grounds: ) C
a. Synod has approved the work already done there. (See Supple-

" ment No. 40.)

b. An opportunity exists to comtinue to aid Reformed Christians

" there, not affiliated with the World Council of Churches, who must

therefore be aided by those having sp,irif[ﬁal affinity. to them. Adopted.
3. That the name be changed to Korean Reformed: Spiritual Relief.
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“Grounds:

a. The opportunities: for work in Germany and Hungary appear to
have been exhausted. '
"~ b. This. name would be in harmony w1th the committee's present
~mandate. Adopted.

4. That Synod take note of the request of Treasurer F. Oldemulder
to be released from this committee and refer to the nominating com-
mittee the names proposed by the standing committee — Mr: Hero
Bratt, Mr. Ed Vermaat, and Mr. Adrlan ngIeberg Adoj;ted (Cft.
Art. 171, V, 29.)

V. Bovs’ CLuss aND Boy ScoUT MOVEMENTS.
A. Maierial: Agenda Report No. 19 (See Supplement No. 19)

-B. "Recommendations:
1. That Synod thank ‘the committee for its work.

© 2. That Synod encourage the development and organ1zat10n of the
present Boys’ Club movement.

. Grounds: ] A
~a. By such a movement we-can best insure the distinctive covenantal
- emphasis in the trammg of our youth.
b. This movement is in conformity with the pattern set up for’
. society life within our denomination.
- ¢. -Concerted effort and wholehearted support are essential for the
success of the Boys' Club movement. Adopted.

3. That Synod implement this decision by:

a. Urging all-our churches to do this locally.

b. Charging the Synodical Youth Committee to develop an efficient
plan in conjunction with the existing Boys’ Club ledders and our Youth
Federations. Adopted. '

“4. That Synod discourage membership in the Boy Scouts Organ— '
-izations.

Ground: , . ,

Membership involves us in corporate responsibility for an organization
whose program is based upon a philosophy evidently that of the
modernist, and which is basically inadequate and lacks the fundamental
elemerits of Christianity. Adopted.

VI. NartroNnAL Davy or PRAVER.
A. Material: Overture No. 18.
B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod adopt this overture. - Adopted _
¢ 2. That Synod instruct the Stated Clerk of Synod to carry .out
- this dec1510r1 Adopted.
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VII. Carvinist ResErTLEMENT Service COMMITTEE. . -
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 28. (See Supplement No 28.)

B. Recommendations: '
~ 1. That-Synod thank the commiitee for its labors. Adopted.

2. That Synod continue the Calvinist Resettlement Service Com-
mittee at least another year and extend synod1cal authorization of  its
program. Adopted. ,

3. That Synod recommend this Program to our churches and urge
continued cooperation. Adopted. (CA. Art 171, V 40.)

VIII. DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING. ,_ »
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 37 (See Supplement No. 37).

The committee requests that the president and secretary represent it
. before Synod. Received as information.

B. Proposals of Standing Committee:

1. In deference to the standing committee we present its recoms.
mendations for prior consideration:
* a. That Synod decide to place the proposed Denommatmnal Build-
ing on a plot of the denommatmnal property on Franklin St., east of

Giddings Avenue.

Grounds:

1) This would be an ideal setting w1th the Calvin buildings to be
erected there in the future ‘

2) Its close proximity to Calvin which facilitates dealing with the
various boards and committees by our constituency..

b. If Synod should ;'eject'proposal No. 1, your cominittee recom-
mends that Synod authorize the Denominational Building Committee
to purchase the property at the Northeast corner of Fuller Ave. and

Franklin St., size 221’ by 131", approximate cost $17,000, as the site

for the erection of the'future demomnatxonal building.

Grounds:

Except for the fact that the new building wilt be separated from
the Calvin Buildings by a city block, nevertheless, the arguments of
its close proximity to Calvm and the advantages thereof hold. for this .

" property also.
C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod do not adopt the first recommendatlon of the
standing committee. '

Grounds:
We present the grounds set forth by the long range planmng com-
mittee of the Board of Trustees:

N
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ca. All the avmlable land on the east- campus may . be needed by the
college.

b. Another site near Calvin College is avallable f01 such a building.
. ¢ It may be wise to have the denominational building 10cated on a

site of its own. Adopted.

2. That Synod authorize the Denoninational Bmldmg Committee

to purchase the 2nd mentioned property, prov1dmg zoning require-
ments can be met.

Ground:

This location meets ‘all the necessary quahﬁcatlons respectmg ac-
cessibility, parking facilities, ete. Adopted.

3. That Synod thank the _committee for its labors and ask it to
continue. Adopted.

4. That Synod authorize this. commtttee to proceed with the con-
struction of a denominational building as soon as p0551ble in keeping
with the needs of and in consultatlon w1th the various denommahomsL
boards. : : R

Grounds:

1) For several years an urgent need for thlS bu11dmg has been
expressed. :

2) This committee has aheady done much of the necessar y ground-
work. Adopted.

5. That Synod declare that the cost of the site and bux]dmcr is to
be approx1mately $130,000. 00 :

- Grounds::

. Several years ago ‘the cost was estlmated at $100,000.00 and rising
costs require ‘this increase. Adopted. )

6. That Synod authorize this committee to set up the non-profit
corporation which is to own and operate this building. (See Acts 1950,
p- 92.) (Cf. Art. 171, 'V, 26.) Adopted. '

7. That Synod instruct the Budget Committee to present to this
Synod suggestions for financing this construction, bearing in mind the
possibility of borrowing funds from one of. our denominational boards
and also the increased cost of thé building. Adopied.

. (Report continued in-Art. 108.)

ARTICLE 58

The Advisory Committee, Budget Matters, Elder R. Dykéma re-
porting, recommends that the following organizations be placed on the
‘list of

-A. Accredited Causes.

1. Christian Labor Association
2. American Home Bible League-
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3. 'Goffle Hill Sanatorium
4. Bethesda Sanatorium X
5. Pine Rest and Christian Psychopathic Hospital
6. Reformed Bible Institute
" 7. British and Foreign Bible Society (for Canadian Churches only)
8. American Bible Society . .
9. Faith, Prayer and Tract League
10. ‘National Christian Association ) ‘
11." Gideons (for Bible distribution only)
12. . The Lord’s Day Alliance (the objections raised at the Synod of 1950,
: Art. 157, No. 20, Acts of 1950, have: been satlsfactonly met)
13. Elim Christian’ School
14. Bethany Christian Home, Inc. ‘
) (This organization is a State Licensed Adoption Home committed to
the task of providing a home for dependent and neglected children’
of Reformed background and placing them in Reformed homes for
adoption)
15. Westminster Seminary
(After a personal interview with Rev. R. S. Marsden, Executive
Secretary of the Westminster Seminary, this-cause is recommended
.on the following grounds:
a) We have a common interest in prqpagating the Reformed Faith;
b) This institution reaches a constituency not reached by us;
e) It is in need of additional funds to safeguard its continuance)
\ Adopted
B.: For Moral Support Only (no financial aid requested).
1. The Young Calvinist Federation
2. The American Federation of Reformed Young Women s Societies
Adopted.
ARTICLE 59
The Advisory Committee, Budget Matters, presents a partlal list
‘recommended
C. For One or More Offerings.
1. National Union of Christian Schools -
a) General Fund; b) Text Book Fund; c¢) Relief Fund .
2. Korean Reformed Spiritual Relief _
3. Synodical Tract Committee -
4. Christian Seamen’s Home - Adopted.
D. Recommended to our Diaconaies for financial. support:
1. Canadian Relief Fund
2. Calvinist Reséttlement Service (Dlsplaced Persons)

Armicurs 59, 60, 61 . 2

Adopted. (Report continued in Art. 130.)

ARTICLE 60

The Stated Clerk of Synod reads the report of the Synodicdl
Treasurer. Synod receives this report and refers it to the Committee
on Budget Matters. (See Supplement No. 41.)

-ARTICLE 61

The Advisory Committee, Church Order B, Rev. T. C. Van Kooten
reportmg, presents its report on':
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I "Tur Scorr or CHURCEH EXTENSION — PArT I

Dealing with a revision of the preamble of the Home Mission Order.
~ After some discussion Synod recommits this matter f:or report ata later
session. (Cf. Art. 136.)

II. TuEe Score oF CHURCI—I ExTENSION — PaArT II.

A. Material: Part II of the Study Committee on “The Scope- of
Church Extension” which deals with “the task of defining the line of
demarcation between the - functions and spheres, of denominational
mission agencies and the mission task of local churches, and also thelr
relation to, each other.” (Agenda, page 198.)

B. Recommendations: That Synod adopt the followmg

1. The prosecution of mission work in any given community is
the prerogative and also the responsibility of the local church, or of -
- groups of local -churches; within or 1mmediately contlguous to such
a community. Adopted.

2. The Synodical Home Missions Committee has been established
to prosecute the work of Home Missions in those communities where
.our churches do not exist,.and in any community where, by reason of
financial or personnel limitations, or by reason of the strategic
_importance of the community, this-work exceeds the competence of
a local church or groups of churches. Adopted.

3. Any local church is expected to carry on mission work in its com-
munity, with the object of bringing converted mission subjects into
“its membership, or of establishing a new congregation where feasible.
.or desirable. In any community where there is more than one of our
‘churches, these churches may when the situation demands it, carry
on mission work jointly, including such endéavors as building a chapel,
procuring an ordained missionary or lay worker. Adopted.

4. The prior rights- and responsibilities of any local church or
. group of churches to carry on a mission program in any given com-
“munity are to be respected by the synodical Home Missions Com-
mittee. To this end the following conditions are to be observed:

a. Before a survey of mission possibilities is made in any com-
munity the Home Missions ‘Committee shall apprise the local church
or churches of its intention, obtain its or their consent and invite co-
~ operation. Adopted.

b. When through its investigations the Home Missions Committee:
judges it 35 desirable and necessary to begin mission work in any com-
- munity, the local church or churches shall be so advised, and if the
Home Missions Committee deems it advisable, shall recommend to the
local church or churches that it be undertaken by them. Adopted.
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¢. When either the mission work is of such scope or the competence
“of a local church or churches is so limited that mission work cannot
_be done by local agencies, the Home Missions Committee may under-.
- take such work, enlisting such cooperation and participation from the
local church or churches as the circumstances allow. Adopted.

5. The relation of local churches- and their mission programs o
the Home Missions Committee and its mission task may be indicated
as follows:

2. When local churches are aware of mission opportunities and

needs which they are unable to meet, it is suggested that they give
. such information and advice as is at their disposal to the Classxcal\
. .Home Missions Committee. Adopted.
"~ b. When local churches undertake or propose to undertake a mission
project which they are not able to carry on alone, they may solicit the
aid of the Home Mission Committee according to the rules of the Home
Mission Order. The Home Missions Commiitee upon investigation
.shall advise the local churches how to proceed, and if Home Missions,
Committee aid is needed this shall be proposed by the Home Missions
Committee to the mext forthcoming Synod. Each request or proposal
shall be adjudged on.the basis of -its own merits; nor shall Synod
be bound by any precedent or rule that Home Mlsswns Committee aid
is to be given to any church requesting it. Adopted.

c. The Home Missions Committee shall function as consultants to
local churches carrying on a mission program, and may be called on to
help in disposition of such problems and difficulties as arise in con-
nection with mission program in any local area. Adopted.

1. ‘CONFIRMVATI(\)N OF MARRIAGE.
A. Maierial: Overture 19 (Agenda p. 271) and Overture 25,
both of which deal with the Ecclesiastical Confirmation of Marriage.

B. Recommendation:

“That these Overtures be referred to the Study Commlttf:e entitled
“Commiittee to investigate Whether Article 70 of the Church Order
should be Removed.”

Ground:

The material of these Overtures is germane to the mandate of this
committee and its conclusions. Adopted. (Cf. Art. 171, V, 53.)

(Report continued in Arts. 136, ‘146.)

ARTICLE 62
The Advisory Committee, Educational Matters, recommends that
‘Synod at a testimonial dinner on Wednesday evening honor our retir-
ing College President, Prof. Henry Schultze, upon his completing .
25 years of labor in our Seminary and College; and Prof. Louis Berk- -
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hof upon his 50 years of labor in the sacred ministry of our church,
and that the President of Synod address President Schultze and Rev.
anﬁoen address Prof. Berkhof (Cf. Art. 78) Adopied. -

ARTICLE 63 -

The Adwsory Committee, Publication Maiters, Rev M. Vander
Zwaag reporting, presents the followmg

I. Hisrorrcar CoMMITTEE.

A. Material: Agenda Report No 11, page 105. (See Supplement
No. 11.)

B. Recommendatzonx
_ 1. That Synod express its.appreciation to the Hlstorlcal Committee
for its diligent labors and approve of the same. Adopted

2. That some responsible person who is or shall become a member
of our library staff be appointed to collect the archives of the Chris-
tian Reformed church and her -assemblies and committees.” Adopted.

3. That should Synod approve the appointment of a Library Direc--
_tor, he shall also serve as archivist of the Christian Reformed Church.
(Cf. supplementary Agenda Report No. 13; p. 3, paragraph 7) (ef. -
Supplement No. 13-A) Adopted.

4. That the boards and faculties and other bodies which are answer-

able to Synod be asked to give their cooperation to the arch1v15t in this
task. Adopted.

II. PuUBLICATION COMMITTeE. o : o
A. Material: Agenda Report” No. 15, p. 131. (See Supplement
No. 15). , o '
B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod express 1ts appreciation to the committee for its work.
Adopted.

2. That whereas the Publication Committee -has set aside $20,000
in a building expansion fund, and Synod has already authorized the
enlargement of the publishing plant (Cf. Acts of Synod 1950, p. 96,
art. 159), Synod instruct the Publication Committee to come to the
Synod of 1952 with definite plans of expansion. Adopted.

" 3. That Synod approve the appointment of the Rev. Wm. Reinsma
to fill out the term of the Rev. P. Holwerda; and also the appointment
of Mr. Adrian Vanden Bout to fill out the term of Mr. Henry Den-
Jkema. Adopted.

4. That since the term of the Rev. J. Schaal as Sunday School edi-
. tor expires this year, Synod thank him for his work. Adopted.

-5. That a Sunday School editor be chosen for two years from the
. “following nomination: The Rev. J. H. Schaal; the Rev. C. Oliver
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Buus; the Rev. Carl Kromminga. Syrod ballots and Rev. I H. Schaal
is elected. (cf. Art. 171, V, 6.)  Adopted. »

I111. SywnobricaL Tracr COMMITTEE, : . . :
'A. Materiol: Agenda Report No. 24, p. 201. (See Supplement
No. 24.) 3

B Recommendation:
That Synod approve the work of the Synodical Tract Committee in
its production and distribution of tracts. (cf. Art. 171,V, 24). Adopted.

IV. PUBLICATION OF SERMONS FOR READING SeRVICES (See Supple-
ment No. 31).

A, Materials:

Agenda Report No. 31, p. 240; also Overture No. 10 from Classis
-Pacific in which Classis Pacxﬁc ‘1. Requests Synod- to continue the
committee for the publication of LEnglish sermons to be read in our
churches. 2. Overtures Synod to invite everyone of our ministers to sub-
mit a typewritten sermon with a view to publication. 3. Overtures Synod
to take steps to have a complete set of sermons in the English language
covering the whole range of our Heidelberg Catechism”; also a brief
-communication from the committee charged with the task of making
more sermons available for reading services, asking Synod’s approval‘
of its decision to put out the sermons in printed form rather than in
mimeographed form since the actual difference in cost is not large
enough to make it advisable to put out a more bulky, less presentable
‘mimeographed volume.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod. thank the committee and approve of its work.
Adopted.

2. That the committee for pubhshlng sermons be continued, and be
urged to do all in its power to make English sermons available to the
churches as soon as possible. (cf. Art. 171, V, 45.) Adopted.

3. That these sermons when they become available, be placed on
consignment in various sections of the denomination, to be sold through

agents rather than only through the Christian Reformed Publishing
House. Reasons: )

a. In this way more volumes will be sold.

b. It will be easier to obtain agents to handle the sales,

c. In this way they can be sent especially to those sections where
reading services are still'common. Adopted.

" 4. Your committee recommends that Synod approve the pr inting of
 these sermons instead of mimeographing them. Reasons:

a. In this form they will be more attractive. (

b. The difference in cost is.not prohibitive. ' Adopted.
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* 5. That the committee for the publication of reading sermons be
instructed to invite all of our ministers to submit a typewrltten ser-
mon with 2 view to publication. Adopted.

6. That the committee in charge take steps to have a complete set
of sermons in the English language covering the whole range of our
Heidelberg Catechism. Adopted. ,

(Report continued in Art. 92.)

ARTICLE 64

The Advisory Committee Indian and Foreign Missions, Rev. A.
Hoekema reporting, presents the following:

I. REPRESENTATION AT Syw~ob,

A. The Christian Reformed Board of Mlssmns asks that, in view
of Dr. De Korne’s illness, the functions usually performed by Dr.
De Korné at the Synod be carried out by its acting secretary, the Rev.

L. Oostendorp. Your advisory committee recommends that Synod
" grant this request. Adopted. -

B. In view of the fact that the presndent of the MISSIOI’I Board,

" the Rev. L. Oostendorp, will be functioning in the capacity of acting

secretary, the Mission Board further requests that its Vice-President,
the Rev. Wm. P. Brink, represent the Board at Synod and be given
~ the privilege of the floor on mission matters, together with its treas-
urer, Dr. R. Wierenga. Your advisory committee recommends that
Synod grant this request. Adopted.

C. The Mission Board further asks that the Rev. Abel Poel be
recognized by Synod as the representative. of General Conference and
" that he be given the privilege of the floor when Indian Mission mat-
ters are discussed. The Board also asks that the Rev. Peter Ipema
" - be recognized as the representative of the Nigerian Conference, and
that he be given the privilege of the floor when Nigerian mission. mat-
ters are discussed. Your advisory committee recommends that these -
requests be granted. . Adopted.

II. Paxristan Mission ProjEecT.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 16, p. 135. (See Supplement
No. 16). ' . ‘

B. Recommendation: :

Your advisory committee recommends that the request of the study
committee for an extension of time be granted with the understanding
that the study committee is to report to thé Synod of 1952. (Report -
continued in Art. 71.) Adopted. .

ARTICLE 65 .
Elder A. W. Hulst offers the closing prayer.
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TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE19
' "Ninth Session

ARTICLE 66 7
Synod sings No. 340 Psalter Hymnal. Rev. S. P. Miersma lgads in

prayer.
: ARTICLE 67
Roll call reveals that Elder-G. 1. Buist has returned as delegate of
Classis Grand Rapids West. o _ .
' ARTICLE 68

Minutes of the Monday sessions are read and apprbved.

ARTICLE 69 ,
. Upon suggestion. of Business Manager Buter the morning recess is
‘changed from 9:45-10:00 to 10:00-10:15 w1th a view to avoiding
’conﬂlct with the summer school.

‘ ARTICLE 70 » -
Rev. W. Tolsma reports as follows: “Your committee, Revs. Green-
field and Tolsma, upon order of Synod have visited Dr: J. C. De Korne
“and expressed our regrets that he could not attend the sessions-of
Synod and our wishes for his early recovery. He bespoke his deep-

appreciation for this gesture of Synod, assures us of his constant . .~

prayers in our behalf, and said he hopes to be present on the floor of
Synod for a short time on Friday. A prayer of thanksgiving and re-

quest for further recovery was offered by Rev. Greenfield.” (cf. Art.
49.) Received as information.

S ARTICLE 71 : -
The Advisory Committee Indian and Foreign Missions, Rev. A.
Hoekema reporting, continues its report. (cf. Art. 64.)
I. PRESENCE OF SECRETARY oF MISSIONS AT ADVISORY COMMITTEF
MEETINGS.’ '
A. Material: OQuverture 6, PomtI (Agenda, page 267).
‘B. Recommendations:

That Synod do not adopt Point I of the Overture of Classis Chicago

South. Grounds:

1. The present Mission Order clearly defines the services of the
Secretary of Missions to the -advisory committees of Synod as being
-only advisory. This provision properly safeguards the independent
judgment of the advisory committees.

- 2. The advisory committees of Synod should at all times have the
benefit of the kriowledge and experience of the Secretary of Missions.

Aa’opted
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- IL MINORITY REPRESENTATION AT SYNOD. o
‘A, Material: Overture 6, Point 11 (Agenda, page 267).

'‘B. Recommendations:

That Synod do not adopt Point 1T of Overture 6 from Classis Chi-
cago South. Ground:

-+ A minority always has a right to bring its point of view to Synod :
but it should do so as a minor 1tv and not as an official deputatwn from
the Board. Adopied. :

III. OtHER MissioNaRY OrcaN1zations (See Supplement No. 22)

A Material: Agenda Report No. 22, H, page 164. , :

“Revision of Mission Order, Article V, Section d. Since our Mis-
sion Board has withdrawn from the Foreign Missions Confererice and
from the Home Missions Council, Mission Order Article V; Section d,
should be revised to read as follows: ‘His duties regarding other mis-
sionary organizaiions. To attend the meetings of such general mis-
sionary organizations with which we are connected and of such of
their respective committees as his work in the interests of our own
" mission requires.’”

B. Recommendation:
That Synod adopt the proposed change in the M15510n Order, for
the reasons adduced by the Board. Adopted

v. PRO\IOTION or. MI1sSTONARY INTEREST (See Supplement No. 22).
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Two A, pp. 165 and 166.

B, Summary:

The Board suggests some concrete proposals for the promotion of
missionary interest in' the various congregations. These proposals in-
clude the formation of M1551ona1y Promotlon Committees and trammg
classes.

C. Recommendation:

That Synod encourage the Mission Board to approach consistories,
through its Secretary of Missions, on the program of promoting mis-
‘sionary interest suggested by the Board. It is to be understood, how-
“ever, that Synod’s encouragement of this procedure does not imply 2 °
~ specific, detailed program for the promotion of missionary interest to
be imposed upon all our congregations, but that each consistory will
" be free to work out a program of this sort in a way which fits into
its own local situation. -

Tabled Indefinitely. ‘ N

V. AprroINTMENTS OF UNORDAINED WORKERS.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Two D, p. 167 (See Supple-
ment No. 22). ~
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ARTICLE 71~ , ' .31

-“Our Mission Order, Article 111, Section 3, empowers the executive

committee, ‘in the name of the board, to appoint all unordained workers

and missionary helpers. All such appointments shall be for one year

‘unless Synod shall decide to make exceptions.” At its annual meeting

the board adopted the following rev1sed policy ‘and hereby asks for
synodical approval of it:

‘For the Indian field the first appointment shall be for one year.

- For foreign fields the first appointment shall be for the term of service

fixed for that field. After one foreign term, or three Indian terms, the .
board may give an indefinite appointment.’

If Synod approves this revised pollcy the Mlssmn Order, Article

ITI, Section C, should read as follows: ‘In the name of the board,
appoint all unordamed workers and lmssxonary helpers.”

'B. Recommendations: :

1. That Synod approve the revised pohcy in appointing unordained
workers. o
" Grounds:

a. It is embarassing for thé Mission Board to have to re-appoint
annualfy workers who have been on the field for many years.

b. This revised policy will glve due rec0gmt10n to the divine callmg
of lay workers for lifetime mission service. Adopted.

‘2. That Synod approve the change in the M1551on Order required
by this revision of policy. ~Adopted.

- VI. SALARY SCHEDULE. L

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Two E, page 167 (See Supple-
ment No. 22).-

“The Board proposes that for 1952 the basic salary of ordained-
missionaries shall be raised to $3,200.00, that the children’s allowance
be raised to $150.00 per child up to 18 years of age, and that a salary
increase of $100.00 be paid for every five years of service up to
twenty-five years. This will involve corresponding increases to un-

-ordained workers according to a schedule drawn up by the board.”

B. Recommendation:
" That Synod approve the' raise in the Salary Schedule proposed by

" the Board. Adopted.

VII. MebpicaL EXAMINATIONS.
" A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, T\ﬁ"(')' G, p. 168 (See Supple-

-ment No. 22).

The Synod of 1950 ms’tructed the board to investigate the possi-
bility and advisability of changing tlie present policy of the foreign
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_ missions board to let the final decision as to acceptance or rejection of
- candidates to our mission field rest with the advice of only one phy-
siclan.” The board has made a careful study of the problem and
decided to submit to Synod as its answer 1hat no change be made in
our present procedure.

B. Recommendation:

That.Synod adopt the Board's answer to the mandate of the Synod
of 1950 and the Overture of Classis California, on the grounds
adduced by the Board. (see. Agenda, page 168). (See Supplement
- No. 22.) Adopted. o

VIII. Praver ForR Laporirs For Mission FFIeLps.
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Two H, page 168.
. “The following item is a part of the minutes of the 1951 -annual
meeting of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions: ‘Notice was
- taken of the fact that we have extensive mission” fields for which
Synod has accepted responsibility, that our people have given generous-
¢ ly to support the work on these. fields, that there are a number of
churches who would like to serve as calling churches for these fields,
" but that there is a great lack of workers, especially of ordained men
and doctors. The secretary was instructed to suggest, in name of thc
" board, especially to prospective calling churches, that special prayLr‘
services be held to meet this great need” ”

B. Recommendation:
' That Synod approve the proposal of the Board regarding such special
_ prayer services, on the grounds adduced by the. Board Ado{)ted '
(Report continued in Art. 115) ,

ARTICLE 72

The Adv1sory Commlttce, Home Missions, cf. Art. 52 Rcv E.
Oostendorp reporting, presents the following : :

I. Tue GExeraL CoMMITTEE FOorR HoMmE Missions. -
A, Material: Agendd Report No. 10, pp. 87-104 (See Supplement
- No. 10). ‘
" B. Recommendations:
1. Synod grant the Committee permission to place another home
missionary in the East.

Ground.: :
. This has been requested by the Eastern Home Mission . Board be-

cause of the extensive opportunities for evangelization .and the re-
location of our own members in this area. Adopted.

2. Alaska (point 9, page 93, 94).

.
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a. Synod refer the requests for the radio broadcast in Alaska to

the Back to -God Hour Committee. Adopted.

b. Synod approve the action of the Home Missions Committee in
not acting upon the request of Classis Minnesota that the Rev. C.
L. Van Zee make an investigation of the Alaska field. Adopted.
. ¢ Synod instruct the General Home Missions Comunittee to "male
 an mvebtlgatlon of the possibilities of the Alaska field. "Rejected.

3. Hungarian Reformed Church (Agenda, page 94) (See Supple-
ment No. 10). 7

Synod approve the action of the Committee in not making the
-mvest1gat10n requested by the Rev. Mr. Nagy for the reason given,
viz., that it did not have the official endorsement of 1he Hungarian
Reformed ‘Church. Adopted.

4. The Canadian Field, (Agenda, pages 95, 96) (See Supplement
No. 10).

a. Synod approves the plan of the Home Missions Committee to
‘encourage the Canadian churches in calling their own ministers-as soon
_as possible, and transferring the missionaries to new and needy
 fields.  Adopted. ‘

b. Synod grant the request of the Committee for authority to call -

additional missionaries for Canada as needed. Adopted.

5. Su[)ple_menmry Fund for Home Evangelization, (Agenda, page
97).

It is the opinion of the advisory comumittee that if that program is
put into effect the Supplementary IFund for Home KEvangelization
becomes unnecessary, and should be discontinued as of December 31,
1951. Synod concurs.

6. Youth in Military Service (Agenda, page 97). ,

a. Synod approve the work done by the Comumittee in visiting camps,
contacting the service men in various places, and requesting free-will
offerings for the Soldiers’ Fund, etc. Adopted.

b. Synod grant the request of the Committee that:

1) Ofierings be taken by the churches for the Soldiers’ Fund.

2) Service pastors be called when and as needed.

. 3) Service homes be procured and opened when and where needed.

Adopied.
(Report contmucd in Art 80.)

ARTICLE 73
Synod decides to meet in strict executive session after the noou .
~ recess. Elder F. Ahrenholz closes this session of Synod with thanks-
m_gIVlng
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20
Eleventh Session

Synod sings No. 85 Psalter Hymnal and Rev. E. B. Pekelder leads
.in prayer.
ARTICLE 75
Roll call shows Elder H. Van Dyke present in the place of Elder R.
Postma and Elder. C. Ohlman in the place of Elder H. Schut. Both -
éxpress their agreement with the Forms of Unity.

ARTICLE 76 ‘
The minutes of Tuesday morning are read and approved.

ARTICLE 77 :
Rev. A. W. Hoogstrate, member of the Reception Comumittee intro-
+ duces Rev. Bruce Wilson of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. The
speaker indicates that he is impressed with the similarity of the prob-
- lems in the two churches, extends greetings and dwells on the relevance
of the Reformed faith to the present day crisis. The speaker concludes
by wishing Synod and our churches God’s blessing. Rev. M, Ouwmga
‘responds.
ARTICLE 78
Synod in its executive session on the previous day decides:

a. To declare that the two grounds advanced by the Board of Trus-
tees for not recommending the reappointment of Dr. Wm. Hendriksen
.were inadequately established.

© b. Not at this time to reappoint Dr. Wm. Hendriksen indefinitely.

c. To appoint Dr. Wm. Hendriksen as Professor of New Testa-
ment Theology in our Seminary for the next school year.
In this session Synod further decides:

a. To appoint a committee of seven to thoroughly investigate all
matters in connection with the “Seminary Situation” with particular
reference to reappointments. This committee shall report to and ad-
vise the Synod of 1952 with the understanding that it shall present its
findings and recommendations to the Board of Trustees before its an-
nual meeting in February. (cf. Art. 171, V, 58.)

b. To declare that it is regrettable that the Board did not give Dr.
Hendriksen a hearing before it decided not to recommend his re-ap-
- pointment, even though he had appeared before the sub-committee of
. of Board. :

ARTICLE 79 ' \

The recommendation of the advisory committee on Educational Mat-
_ ters to appoint Prof. H. Schultze as Professor of N. T. Theology for
~ the next school year is tabled until the committee’s report on appomt—
. ments is treated. . (cf. Arts. 86, 87, 101, 122.)
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ARTICLE 80 :
" The Adv1sory Committee Home Missions, cf. Art. 72, Rev. E. Oos-
tendorp reporting, continues its report and presents the following:

I. TeHE Funp For NEeEpY CHURCHES.
"A. Material: Agenda Report No. 10 (See Supplement No. 10).

B. Recommendations:
" a. We recommend that Synod set the minimum salary for minis-
ters serving churches helped by this fund at $3,000 for-the year 1952.

Ground: The cost of living has increased so much since 1950 that

.the $2,800 recommended by the Committee is not an adequate re-

muneration. Adopted.

b. Synod set the children allowance at $125 per child in excess of
the minimum salary to be.granted for 1952. Adopted.
.c. Synod set the minimum per family contribution toward the min-

ister’s salary of families belonging to sub51dued churches at $55.00.
Adopted.

II. GeneraL CoMMITTEE For HoME MISSIONS. )

A. Maiterials: Supplementary Agenda Report No. 10 (See Sup-
plement 10-A). Overture No. 30 from Aylmer COHSIStOI’y and On-
tario Classical Home Mission Committee.

B. Recommendations: ‘
1. Increase of Minimum salaries for the Canadian churches. The
calling churches in Ontario were advised by the sub committee of the
Home Missions Committee to overture Synod that it determine if and
how larger salaries in excess of the Synodically set minimum can be

_ promised by these churches to their pastors-elect. The overture No.

30 of Aylmer and the Classical Home Mission. Committee is the re-
sponse to this suggestion. Your committee recommends:

a. That Synod declare that the minimum-salary is set at $3,300.
Rev. E. Oostendorp and Elder D. Van Dyke request that their nega-
tive vote on this motion be recorded (Report continued in Art. 89.)
Adopted. ’ .

b. That Synod grant an allowance of six (6) cents per mile for
car expenses. Adopted.

2. Synod recommends the leave- of-absence plan to acquaint our a

vacant Canadian churches with available Holland-speaking ministers,
Ground: Such mutual acquaintance is necessary that the great need .
for ministers in the calling churches may be met. Adopted.

"\ ARTICLE 81

"The Advisory Committee Educational Maiters, Rev. Geo. Gritter
reporting, cf. Arts. 78, 79, continues its report: : :
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A. Material: Agenda Report 13, pp. 117-118 (See Supplement -
. No. 13.) Supplementary Agenda Report No. 13.. (See Supplement
No. 13-A.) )

‘B. Recommendations:

Synod approve the Appointment of the following members “of thc
teaching staff for terms and ranks as indicated:

1. Shirley Balk (Music) two years, as Instructor. Approved.
. 2. Henry Bengelink (Biology) two years, Assistant Professor
- Approved.

3. Melvin Berghuls (Speech) two years, Assistant Professor.
Approved.

4. John L. De Beer (Education) two years, Associate Professor.
" Approved..

5. Lester De Koster (Speech) two years, Assnstant Professor
. Approved.

6. Jan Kingma (Dutch) two years, Assistant. Approved.

7. Gertrude Slingerland (English) two years, Assistant Professor.
Approved.

8. John Van Den Berg (Economlcs) two years, Instructor

- Approved.

© 9. Helen Van Laar (Education and Art) two years, Instructor.
 Approved.

10. Catherine Van Opynen (Dean of Women) two years. A pproved.
.11. Rev. ]ohn Weidenaar (Bible) four years, Associate Professor.
~Approved.

¢+ 12. Steve Vander Weele (English) one year, Assistant. Approved.
. 13. A previous Synod approved a conditional appointment given
to Dr. E. Runner. Having just returned from the Free University of
"Amsterdam where he obtained his degree, and having been questioned
by the Board as to his views and convictions, he has been appointed

as Assistant Professor in Philosophy for two years. We recommend
that Synod approve. Approved.

14. Mr. H. Ippel, who  had -previously received a conditional ap-
pointment (Political Science), was given a final interview and his ap- -
pointment ratified. -His appointment is for two years, and with the
‘rank of Instructor. We recommend that Synod approve. rApproved. _

- II. Re-APPOINTMENT OF BUSINESS MANAGER.

A. Information: Mr. Gordon Buter has served as business manager
for one year on a trial basis. The Board has re-appointed him for
two years, but without faculty status, even though he may teach one
. course in Economics.
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- B.  Recommendation: We recommend that Synod approve.
-~ Adopied. : oo

II1. EbucarioNaL SECRhTARY

The term of our Educational Secretary (the Rev Arnold Brink}
expiring at this time, the Board recommends his re-appointment for
two years. We recommend that Synod re-appomt him. Adopted.

- (cf. Arts. 155, 157.)

- IV. FIELD SECRETARY.

We recommend that Synod approve the appointment of Mr. Ray-
mond Holwerda as field secretary, a position which has been vacant
-since the departure of Mr. S. Van Til. Adopted \

(Report continued in Art. 86.)

- ARTICLE 82 :
~ Synod having learned of the passing of a brother of Elder R. Post-
ma expresses its Christian sympathy to the brother and his son, Rev.
G. Postma, and commends them and all the bereaved relatlves to the

comforting ministry of the Holy Spirit.

ARTICLE<83
~Elder R. Ellens leads in closing prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON,. JUNE 20
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 84
Synod sings No. 341:1-3 Psalter Hymnal and Rev. W. Hekman
leads in prayer. At this session Elder Medema is present instead of -
Elder G. I. Buist..
ARTICLE 85 ;
The Editor of The Bauner in a communication informs Synod that
“he has been approached by the Officers of Synod regarding their mis-
givings about condensed versions of debates of Synod. In his letter

Rev. Kuiper gives his reaction to this matter. He feels that the readers -

keenly appreciate the reports which have been given; that the omis-
sion of names of participants in discussions is not advisable; and that
. he will use special care. Synod takes no action. - ~

ARTICLE 86 L
- The Advisory Committee Educational Matters, cf. Art. 81, continues .
its report: '

I. ApporntmENT oF Dr. C. Van TiL.
A. Information: Upon advice of the seminary faculty the Board-

recommends that Synod appoint Dr. C. Van Til as professor, in-
deﬁmtely in the department of Systematlc Theology at our Seminary.
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- Grounds:

1. Need exists of a professor at our seminary who would give special
attention to the trends of contemporary theelogy (especially the
Theology of Crisis).
~ 2. Dr. Van Til is also eminently qualified to teach the courses in
Apologetics and Ethics during Dr. Bouma’s absence the coming year.

B. Recommendation: We advise Synod to adopt this recom-
mendation. So decided by ballot.

ARTICLE 87
Synod instructs the First Clerk to inform Dr. C. Van Til by tele-
lphone of his appointment and to invite him to come while Synod is
still in session to discuss his appointment. '
A little later the Clerk reports that Dr. Van Til asked him to convey
“his thanks for the honor bestowed on him in the tendering of this ap-
pointment, and that he plans to come to visit Synod as soon as possible.
(Cf. Arts. 101, 122))
‘ ARTICLE 88
The Advisory Committee, Education Matters, reports on nomination
for College Presidency. To discuss this matter Synod goes ifito
- executive session. (Cf. Art. 97, 101, 141. )

; ARTICLE 89

 The Advisory Committee, Home Missions, Rev. E. OQostendorp re-
porting, cf. Arts. 72, 80, continues its report:

I. Rapro EvanceLisM. (See Supplementary Agenda Report 10A)
(See Supplement 10A.) ' . ,

We advise the adoption of the recommendation of the General Home
Missions Committee: “Synod authorize its Home Missions Committee
. to call a missionary, who for the time being will be placed in one of
our present fields, and who subsequently (when conditions warrant) .
will be stationed in one of the several fields now being explored.”

Grounds:

a. If the follow-up work connected with radio evangellsm is to
. be effective it must be carried on. more intensively in a deﬁnlte area

than Rev. H. Dekker is able to do at present.
" b. Several fields are now under cons1derat10n, therefore a missionary.
cannot be called for any definite field at this time. Adopted.

" II. NbGro EVANGELISM. (Supplementary Agenda Report 10.) (See
Supplement 10A.) ‘

- We advise that Synod authorize its Home Missions Committee to
engage a colored worker who is well indoctrinated in our Reformed
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view of 11fe 'and who is wholeheartedly comnntted to the propagatmn

thereof, for negro evangelization.

Grounds:
1. There is a good response on the part of negroes to the Back

‘to God Hour.

2. It is advisable that a negro work among the colored people.
3. The Lord has providentially led us to well- quahﬁed men who

" may be available to represent our Church in this work. - Adopted.

III. REVISION OF THE HQME MissioN ORrDER. _
A. Material: Overture No. 2, Agenda, page 265.

B. Recommendation:

Synod adopt the overture and revise the Home Mlss1on Order
accordingly to read:
~ “There shall be an Executive Committee composed of the three mem-
bers-at-large and the delegate members from seven Classes to be
designated by Synod.” Adopted.

‘1V. Back To Gop Hour CoMMITTEE. (See Supplements 14, 14A.)

A. Materidl: Agenda Report No. 14, pages 122 129. Supplementazv‘
report No. 14. Overture No. 26, Television.

B. Recommendations: ‘ _ .
1. Synod express its gratitude and appreciation to all those who'

-have had a' part, directly or indirectly, in all the actwmes of our de-‘

nominational broadcast. Adopted.
We call Synod’s attention to the fact that this year the Rev. Elders-
veld is completing his fifth year as our Radio Minister.

2. Synod approve the change of Broadcast time on the Mutual net- |

~work, for the reasons given by the Committee in its report. 'Adopted.

3. We advise Synod to authorize an expansioh program limited to

. the income from fifty cents per family, glvmg priority to expansion in

Canada.

Grounds:
1) Classis Pacific has requested the Committee to enlarge the
Canadian coverage.

2) Increasmg the quota by one dollar at this time. involves too

large an increase.

3) Our Home Missions follow-up program‘in the U. S. is just
beginning, and we should take time to intensify rather than further
extend our work in the home field. Adopied.

a. We advise Synod that this expansion program is to be put into,

- effect in-1952, and no special appeals for funds be authorized. Adopted.
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b. We advise Synod to instruct its Back to God Hour Committee
to take gradual steps toward putting 1he Family Altar pxo;ect on a
- self-sustaining basis. Adopted. ' .

4. Television (Overture 26)

Synod decides to answer the Overture by callmg attention to the
. ‘fact that the Back to God Hour Committee is already investigating
" the possibility the Overture suggests. (Cf. Art. 171, V, 22.).

(Report- continued in Art, 125.)

. ARTICLE 90.
Synod decides to meet in’evening session to hear missionaries. (Cf.-
_ Art. 95.)

ARTICLE 91
The Advisory Committee, Church.Order (A), Dr. J. Krommmga
reporting, cf. Art. 53, presents the following:

I. ECUMENICITY AND INTERCHURCH CORRESPONDENC]:. (Sec Supple—
ment No. 30, 30-A.)

Materials:  Agenda Report 30 (pp. 236-239); Supplementary
Agenda Report 30; Acts of Synod; 1950, Art. 75, p. 21; Acts of the =
Reformed Ecumenical Synod, 1946; Acts of the Reformed Ecumenlcdl'
Synod, 1949.

© A, Reformed Church in Japan (Cf. Agenda Report, p- '236). (See
- Supplement No. 30.). . .

- 1. Orientation.
The Synod of 1950 declined to send a delcgate to the Annual

© . Assembly of the Reformed Church in Japan, but decided that when .
and if missionaries were sent to Japan, one of them could be delegated =~ -

to this assembly. In view of the fact that our .church has sent two
missionaries to Japan, the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch
Correspondence (henceforth referred to in this report as the “Stand-
~ing Committee”) recommends that “Synod appoint -one of  its mis-
sionaries in Japan to represent Synod at the Annual Assembly of the
‘Reformed Church in Japan.” (Cf. Acts, 1950, Art. 158, IV, B, 2.
See also p. 138.) :

2. Recommendation: ,

That Synod- adopt the advice to appoint one of its missionaries in
Japan to represent Synod at the Annual Assembly of the Reformed

.. Church in Japan. Adopted.

B. Ecumenical Synod (Cf. Agenda, pp. 236 f.) ( See Supplement
.No. 30.) -

1. Orientation o
..~ The Standing Committee reminds Synod that the next Ecumenical
. Synod is scheduled to convene in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1953. The
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i/COI‘I‘ll‘nlttee advises that Synod appoint a delegate not later than: 1952,
1t calls attention to the peculiar qualxﬁcatlons needed by a delegate of
this sort. :

2. Recommendations:

a. We recommend that Synod appoint 3 delegates to the next
Ecumenical Synod #his year, so that they will have ample time to
familiarize themselves with the matters involved. Adopted.

. b. We recommend that the Committee on Appointments submit a
nomination to Synod' giving due consideration to the suggested quali-
fications for a delegate to an Ecumenical Synod, as found on pp. 236 f.
of the Agenda for 1951. One professor, one minister, one elder are

‘to be delegated. (Cf. Art. 170.)

C. Church Correspondence (Cf. Agenda Report p- 237 f. and
" Supplementary Report No. 30.) (See Supplements No. 30, 30A.)

1. The Standing Committee reports receipt of an acceptance to thcil
invitation to “Die Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk van Natal”
become a corresponding church.

Recommendation. ,

That Synod adopt the recommendation of the Standing Committee

“to receive this reply as information and cordially to include said .
“'Church in our circle of corresponding churches.” Adopied.
2. Correspondence of the Standing Committee with the Christian
- Reformed Church of -the Netherlands elicited the following reply, here
summarized. The Netherlands Church envisages difficulties in becom-
ing a corresponding church. They belong to the ICCC while we are
members of the NAE. They do not accept the Conclusions of Utrecht. -
They therefcre propose (1) not to send delegates to each other’s’
assemblies, because this belongs properly to sister churches, and (2)
to adopt the term “Mutual contact” instead of ‘“‘correspondence,”
because the term “correspondence” likewise belongs properly to sister
churches. :

The Standing Committee recommends:

a. “Synod to inform the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
of the Netherlands that according to good and common usage the
term ‘“correspondence” and the regular exchange of delegates do not
1mp1y that the churches are sister churches.

b. “If said Church deems it better not to have regular exchanfrt_
of delegates we shall leave that matter to its discretion.

¢. “If said church prefers to use the term “mutual contact”  to
describe its relationship to us we have no objections since the use of
"the term is practically our understanding of the term “correspondence,”
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and provided that we be free to use the accepted term since common
usage guards against any-ambiguity.
d. “Synod also informs the Christian Reformed Church of the

- Netherlands that any delegate visiting the United States will be most

cordlally received at our synodical assembhes

Recommendatwn

That Synod adopt the four recommendations of the Standing Com—\
mittee. Adopted.

3. The “Alliance of the Reformed Churches throughout the world
holding the Presbyterian System” requested that an observer be sent
“to its meeting in Buck Hill Falls, Pa., in February. The committee tried
unsuccessfully to have one of its members present at this ineeting. In
 view of the revival of activity of this organization, the committee
“proposes t0 Synod. to send an' observer to the next meeting. of the
Alliance to become better acquainted w1th its basis, purpose, objectives,
and mode of operation.”

. Recommtendation:
. That Synod approve the proposal. Adopted.

4. The Standing Committee was instructed to meet with the Com-
mittee on Fraternal Relations of the Reformed Church of America, but
was unable to meet with them, and just recently began correspondence
with them.

The Standing Committee states, “Since this is still in the corres-
pondence stage your committee advises that Synod take no action at
‘this time. The implication of this advice is that we hold in abeyance
church correspondence for the time bemg -

Recommendation:

That Synod adopt the advice of the Standing Committee as quote:}
above. Adopted. '

5. The Standing Committee was instructed to reply to a letter from
the Free Presbyterian Church of Australia requesting an opinion re-
garding 1nterchurch affiliations and our appra1sa1 of the NA]: and
I.C.CC .

Because of the uncertain state of our relatlon to the N.AE: the
Standing Committee felt itself unable to answer this communication.
They have drafted a letter expressing their position, which Synod may

“have from the Stated Clerk upon request. The Committee prefers. to
wait with a reply until Synod has spoken its mind on the N AE. -

Recommendation:

That Synod approve the committee’s decision to wait until Synod
1951 has decided on the N.A.E. before answering this conumunication.
Adopted.
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6. The Standing Committee comes to Synod with this recom-

- mendation: “Synod instruct its Stated Clerk to report to the Com-

mittee on Ecumenicity' and Interchurch Correspondence -any data

" found in the Acts of corresponding churches of importance and de-

manding the attention of our denomination. The Committee shall then
include this in its report to Synod.”

Recommendation:

a. We advise Synod not to adopt the commlttee s recommendatlon

Grounds:
This would unnecessarily burden the Stated Clerk. Adopted. -

b. We advise that Synod instruct the Stated Clerk to request an
extra copy of the Acts of the corresponding churches to be forwarded

to the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Correspondence.

Adopted.

D. Decisions of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod which require

action. (Ci. Acts of Synod, 1950, Art. 76, p. 21.) .

1. “Change in Doctrinal Basis” (Acts, 1950, Art. 76, I). The
Reformed Ecumenical Synod adopted as a doctrinal basis “the Holy

. Scriptures of the Old and New Testament as interpreted by the Con-
. fessions of the Reformed faith, namely, the First Helvetic Confession,

the Heidelberg Catechism, the Gallican Confession, the Belgic Con-
fession, the First Scotch Confession, the Second Scotch Confession,
the Westminster Confession, the Canons of Dort, the Thirty-nine
Articles.” (Acts Reformed Ecumenical Synod, 1946, p. 41.)

The Reformed Ecumenical Synod of 1949 proposes that “in the

" list of confessions, the First Helvetic Confession shall be displaced
by the Second Helvetic Confessmn (Acts Reformed Ecumenical

Synod 1949, p. 18.)
‘Synod approved the or1g1na1 basis in 1947 (Ct. Acts 1947, Art.

158 A. 1, p. 89).

Our Advice:

That Synod approve the change proposed by the Reformed Ecu-
menical Synod of 1949. Adopted.

2. “Decision on the Church and its Docirine” (Acts, 1950, Art. 76,
).’

Your Advisory -Committee begs leave to report that the “Standing
Committee” (Comumittee on LEcumenicity and Interchurch Corres-
pondence), partially through circumstances beyond its control, failed
to serve Synod and the Advisory Committee with advice on this and
other matters. The Adv1501y Committee found 1t 1mp0551b1e to locate”
the decision involved. '
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: -O.m' Advice:

- We therefore recommend that Synod refer this matter to the Com-
mittee for Ecumenicity and Interchurch Correspondence to serve the
Synod of 1952 with advice. Adopted.

3. “Decision on Christian Nuriure” (Acts, 1950, Art. 76, I1L.)
" We present in briefest summary. the decisions on Principles of
Christian Education adopted by the Reformed Ecumenical Synod cf
1949 (Acts, Ref. Ec. Syn. 1949, pp 511.)

.1. Believing parents have a calling to instruet their children. .
2. Believing parents, united together as are Christ and . His Church,
must together instruct their children,

. 8. Catechesis is a ministry of the Word part1cu1ar1y de51gned for
e children.

4. Parents may enlist the aid of others in the task of educating their
: children. -
The responsibility of educating children continues to be that of the
parents, and is non-transferable,
6. This responsibility extends to the whole of the children’s nurture,
7. This 1esponsub111ty includes the development of all the gifts which
8

o

God has given the children.
. The education must minister to. the maintenance of God’s order ove1 -
the whole of life,
9. Bvery Christian must uderstand his task in life with a view to the
nurture of the future generation.

Recommendation: : : .
That Synod -call these principles to the attention of the Church and
recommend them to its members for study. (Cf Art 171, V, 51.)

Adopted.

4. “Decision on Church and State.” (Acts, 1950, Art. 76 IV.)
. We present, in briefest summary, the decision adopted by the Re-
" formed Ecumenical Synod of 1949 (Acts, Ref. Ec. Syn 1949, pp. 29f).

- The Ecumenical S ynod declared : -

a. That government is instituted by God.

b. That government must protect the preaching of the gospel so
that there may be liberty of conscience.

¢. The Church must honor the government.

d. The government must not rule the Church.

- The Ecumenical Synod notes that:
- a. Reformed Churches disagree on Art. 36, Belglc Confessmn
. b. Article 36 is not entirely satisfactory.

The Fcumenical Synod declares that the Reformed Churches have

" " much agreement on this article (Belgic Confession, Art. XXXVI) and

that united action in revising the controversial words might clarify

the Reformed witness. :
Therefore the Reformed Ecumenical Synod decided:
a. To inform the Churches of its- decision.
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~ b. To inform a subsequent Reformed Ecumenical Synod what
‘they have decided in this matter. - ) '

Recommendation: , : : S

That Synod adopt ‘the recommendation of our Committee on Ecu-
menicity and Interchurch Correspondence “to refrain from formulating
any. advice at this time until the Church has spoken on Art. XXXVL"
Adopted.

5. “Decision on Ecumenicity” (Acts 1950, Art. 76, V.)

Since no report on this matter is available at this time, the Advisory |
Committee -has no recommendation. Received as mformatwn

6. “Decision on Eschatology” (Acts 1950, Art. 76, VI).

. Since no report on this matter is available at this time, the Advisory
Commlltee has no recommendation. Received as mformanon .

7. “Decision on Creation and Evolution” (Acts, 1950, Art. 76, VII).-
© .. .We summarize the declaration of the Ecumenical Synod (Acts Ref.

‘Ec Syn. 1949, p. 38).’ , -
1. Genesis 1 and 2 are historical. : ' :

2. Genesis 1 and 2 descnbe God’s divine act of creation adequately,
even if not fully. ,

3. The Church rejects all evolutionary teaching which rules God:
out entirely, makes H1m dependent upon a process or limits His
activity.

The human form of the revelation should prompt the Church to
proceed with caution and modesty, and to refrain from making varlous'
kinds of pronouncements in the field of natural science.

Recommendation:

That Synod recommend this report to its delegates for reading and
study. Adopied.

8. Provisional recommendation: In the event an adopting decision
is required, we recommend that the Principles of Education (No. 3,
above) and the Declaration on Creation and Evolution (No. 7, above),
be referred to two study committees for further study before adoption,
since such weighty matters should not be adopted as the official position
of the church without careful study. (Cf. Art. 171, V, 51, 52.)

(Report continued in Arts. 107, 153.) - ' 7

o ' ARTICLE 92 : :
The Advisory Committee, Publication- Maiters, Rev. M. Vander
Zwaag reporting, cf. Art. 63, presents the following: -

- I. Mission -Sunpay ScrooL LEessoN PLANNING COMMITTEE. _
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 34. (See Supplement No. 34.)
B. Recommendations: ,
- 1. That Synod express its appreciation to the planning .committee

for its labors. Adopted. ' o
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2. That Synod adopt the schedule of lessons for 1952 subm1ttcd .
by the committee. (Cf. Art. 171, V, 15.) Adopted.

I1. PuBLICATION OF THE ACTS OF SYNOD. -
A.: Material: Overture No. 1 (Ci. Agenda, p. 265).

-B. Recommendation: , _ _
In view of the fact that the material for the Acts. is ready by the

=~ first of July, and the delay seems to be in the matter of printing, your

‘Advisory Committee recommends that Synod refer Classis Holland to
" the decision of the Synod of 1950 (Cf. Acts of Synod 1950, Art, 159,
-1, B, 7) indicating that the publication .committee is already working
on this problem. (Cf. also Agenda, 1951, p. 132). Adopted.

ITII. New Epition oF Psarter HyMmnar.
A. Material: Overture No. 7 (CI. Agenda, p. 268), in which
“Classis Grand Rapids South overtures Synod to incorporate the -
- Articles of our Church Order in the new edition of the Psalter-Hymnal.”
. B. Synod accedes to the request contained in the Overture of

Grand Rapids South.
(Report continued in Art. 96.)

ARTICLE 93
Elder G. 1. Buist offers the closing prayer.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 20
Thirteenth Session
. ARTICLE %4 :
Synod reconvenes and Rev. T. Van Kooten leads in prayer. The
President of Synod conveys the thanks of Prof. L. Berkhof and Presi-
dent-H. Schultze for the testimonial dinner given in their honor ‘(cf.
CArt. 62.)
ARTICLE 95

Rev. L. Oostendorp takes the place of Rev. M. Faber and expresses
agreement with the IForms of Unity. Rev. QOostendorp introduces the
following missionaries: Rev. and Mrs. Wm. Goudberg; Rev.- Wm..
Muller who speaks on the work in South America; Rev. A. Poel who
. speaks of the progress made on the Indian field, and Miss Tena Huiz-
enga who relates the expansion on the African field, Chaplain E. Hol-
trop addresses Synod and stresses the urgent need of more ministers
mn this-service. : :

ARTICLE 96

The Advisory Committee, Publication Matters, Rev. Vander Zwaag
‘reporting, (cf. Arts. 63, 92), contlnues its aepmt as follows:
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I. Revision or PsarTer-HymNar. ‘

A. Material — Overture No. (Cf. Agenda, p. 268) wherein Classis
Chicago South overtures Synod “to appoint a committee, competent
in its personnel, from various parts of our -Church, whose task it shal
be to set forth concretely the principles of good music for our churches,
and in harmony therewith to revise and improve our Psalter-Hymnal,
deleting such numbers as prove unusable and adding others, hymns
and chorales, as shall meet the test of such principles. Grounds:
S 1. Requests for such 1mprovements are being voiced within the
realm of our Church.

2. The inferior element of both tunes and poetic content of some
present numbers in our Psalter-Hymnal demands it.

3. The service of song is an important element in.divine worship,
hence we should elevate it to the highest possible degree.

4. Good guidance for our ministers, organists, and choirs would
accordingly be provided.

T T e T

>

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod appoint a committee competent in its personnel, from
various parts 0f our Church, whose task it shall be to set forth con-
cretely the principles of good music and song-text for our churches,

~ which may serve as a guide for our ministers, organists and choirs.
(cf. Art. 171, V, 49.)" Adopted.

2. That this Committee also be instructed to. report to Synod sug-
gestions for improvement and revision of our Psalter- Hymnal in har-
mony with these principles. Grounds:

a. The service of song is an important clement in divine worshm,
hence we should elevate it to the highest possible degree.

b. Requests for such improvements are being voiced within the
realm of our Church. Adopted. - -

3. That Synod declare this to be an answer to the overture of Classis
Chicago South. Adopted. » - '

‘ ARTICLE 97 ~
- Elder Otto Schmidt leads Synod in closihg prayer.

i B T N 2 NI

THURSDAY. MORNING, JUNE 21

Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 98
Synod sings No. 176, Psalter-Hymnal, and Rev. E. Oostendorp.
" leads in prayer. The call of the roll of delegates indicates Elder Post-
ma again is present, and Elder H. J. Kuiper takes the seat of Elder
H. Bratt, and expresses agreement with the Forms of Unity.. The
minutes of the Wednesday sessions, June 20, are approved.
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~ ARTICLE 99
Synod in strict executive session considers ‘the matter of the ap—

© pointment of a President of Calvin College. T he result of the second

ballot indicates that Dr. Wm. Spoelhof is elected, (cf. Arts. 88, 97,
101, 122) Elder C. De Boer closes this session ‘with a prayer of thanks-
g1v1ng

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21
Fifteenth Session

ARTICLE 100

Svnod sings No. 14, 1, 4, Psalter Hymnal, and prayer is offered by -
‘Rev. J. H. De Haan.

' ARTICLE 101
- The Pre51dent welcomes Dr. C. Van Til, professcn -elect, cf. Arts
- 86, 87, who is greeted with applause. Dr. Van Til in moving words
-expresses his thanks for the honor bestowed upon him; and speaks
of the great debt he owes to the Christian Reformed Church and also
indicates the strategic position which Westminster Seminary occupies.
He requests the prayers of Synod. O
- Dr. William Spoelhof, President-elect of Calvm College, is wel- -
- comed by the President and Synod responds in applause. In his ad-
" dress- Dr, Spoelhof calls attention to the great task of the presidency ~
of Calvin College and solicits the prayers of Synod. (cf Arts. 88, 97
122 )

ARTICLE 102 ,

The Stated Clerk reads the communication addressed to Synod by .
Dr. J. Luchies in which he informs Synod of the withdrawal of his
appeal. This is received as information. Synod also decides to remind
the standing committee, “Sunday Schoel Lesson Planning Commlttee
to submit its plan of lessons annually to Synod for approval

, ARTICLE 103
The Advisory Committce, Educational Matters, Rev. H Radtus re-
~ porting, Cf. Arts. 78, 79, 81, 86, 87, 97, 101), presents the followmg
matters:

- 1. AppPOINTMENT — LIBRARY DIRECTOR — PROFESSOR L. DE KoSTER.
'A. Material: (See Supplement No. 13-A.)
1. Supplementary Agenda Report No. 13 in re the appointment of
" Professor L. De Koster as Library Director by the Board of Trustees.
2. Protests: Rev. H. J. Kuiper, Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, Dr. John
- A. Van Bruggen, Rev. J. Geels (Copies on file of Stated Clerk.)
" B. 'Recommendations: - ' .

We recommend that Synod approve the appointment of Prof. I.. De
Koster as Library Director — as contained in the report of the Board
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of Trustees: “In order to increase the usefulness and effectiveness of
our library, upon the advice of the combined faculty library commit-
.tee the Board appointed Prof. L. De Koster to serve as library direc-

tor for two years. The first year he will continue to teach part time . -

(six hours in the Spee_ch department) and, preferably the following
year have less teaching.” Grounds:

1. He is eminently fitted for the position as testified to by the pres1—'
~ dents of both the College and Seminary.

2. He has the whole-hearted approval of the combined library com-

- mittee of the college and seminary. Adopted.

C. We advise Synod to declare that the followmg two statements
should dispel the fears expressed in the protests of Rev. H. J. Kuiper,
Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, Dr. John A. Van Bruggen, Rev. J. Geels r¢
Lhe appointment of Prof. L. De Koster as Library Director:

1. As a statement of fact the Director of the Library does not havL
the powers as alleged in these protests. Adopied. .
- 2. As evidence of further safe-guard the Library Director is re-
sponsible to the President and works under the close supervision of
the combined library committee. Adopted.

Note: Upon his request Synod grants the privilege of the floor to
Rev. H. J. Kuiper who had protested the appointment of Prof. De
Koster to this position. :

II. AppoiNTMENT — THE CHAIR oF Pracrical THEOLOGY.

A. Material: Supplementary Agenda Report No. 13 (See Supple-
ment 13-A). ) -

“Dr. 5. Volbeda reaches the retiremient age at the close of the next
school-yedr. It is necessary that Synod appoint one to succeed him as
professor of Practical Theology. Having received recommendations
from the Seminary faculty, according to the required procedure, after
considerable deliberation the Board decided to submit the following
nomination to Synod: Rev. A. Hoekema and Rev. C. Kromminga.
Due to circumstances we were unable to interview either of these
brethren. In event Synod should decide to choose from the names’
submitted we recommend that Synod itself mterv1ew the brethren.”

Recommendatwn
B. That Synod do not appoint one to the chair of Practical Theol-
ogy to succeed Prof. S. Volbeda at this Synod. Grounds:

1. The fule re the appointment of Séminary Professors has been

-violated. The nomination for saild chair must appear in our church’

papers at least twice before Synod meets — (Acts of Synod 1930).

2. A more thorough investigation and consideration should be given.

to possible candidates — than as evidenced in the Board’s report.
Adopted.
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C. Synod kindly request Professor S. Volbeda to continue in the
chair of Practical Theology for one year beyond. his 1et1rement (cf.
Art:.123.) Adopted.

D. That Synod instruct the Board of Trustees to provide the neces-

sary temporary assistants for the Chair of Practical Theology.
Adopted. , , P

III. Bumping — ConsTrRUcCTION oF THE ComMMONS BUILDING. -
. A. Material: Supplementary Agenda Report No. 13. (See Sup-
" plement No. 13-A.)
" “The Board recommends to Synod that it approve of the following
- labor clause to be incorporated in the request for bids for construc-
tion of the Commons building: This bid is requested with the under-
standing that, if circumstances permit or demand, other organized or
. unorganized labor can be employed than that labor orgamzat1on with
which the contractor stands related.”
- B. Recommendation:

That Synod approve said labor clause. Adopted.

(Report continued in Art. 141.) :

ARTICIE 104
The motion “That Synod tender Prof. H. Schultze an indefinite ap-
_pointment as Professor Extraordinary in the Seminary and empower
the Board and its Executive Committee to use Prof. Schultze’s serv-
¢ ices in the manner and to the extent his physical condition will permit”
is adopted. (cf. Art. 157.)
A ARTICLE 105
-~ The Advisory Committee, Publication Matters, Arts. 63, 92, 96, Rev.
M. Vander Zwaag reporting, presents the following:

I.. Durcr PsaLTer HYMNAL. -
Material Overture 14 (Agenda, p. 270) 'in which Classis Ontario
overtures Synod that the use of the Dutch Psalter Hymnal which is

. commonly used in the ‘Gereformeerde Kerken” in the Netherlands,

be authorized.
Recommendation: That Synod grant this authorization. Adopted.

II. DurcH FORMULARY FOR MARRIAGE. . o

- A, Material — Owerture No. 16 (Cf. Agenda, p. 271), in which
“Classis Ontario petitions Synod to prepare a Dutch translation of
our Christian Reformed Form for Marriage.” . Grounds:

The three grounds adduced in the overture.

B. Recommendations:

1. Your committee recommends that Qynod accede to the petition
of Classis Ontario and appoint a committee to prepare a Dutch trans-
lation of our Form for Marriage.,, (cf. Art. 171, 56) Adopted
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I1T. Svywopicarrv Aprrrovip HyMmn Booxk.

A. Material: Overture No. 29, in which Classis Kalamazoo over-
tures Synod “To appoint a committee of ministers, poets and musi-

«cians, to compose a song-book in which only the best, doctrinally sound,

gospel and standard hymns, a number of selections from the Psalter
part of our Psalter-Hymnal, and possibly some additional composi-
tions by our own Reformed people are -offered for use in our rehglous
meetings outside of public worship.

Reasons: The four grounds adduced in the overture,
B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod appoint a committee of ministers, poets and musicians
to compile a song-book in which only the best, doctrinally sound,

" gospel and standard hymns, a number of selections from the Psalter

part of our Psalter-Hymnal, and possibly some additional compositious
by our own Reformed people are offered for use in our religious

. meetings outside of public worship.

Grounds: _ -

a. Our homes and religious meetings are mcreasmgly being Hooded
by unsound, unsatisfactory hymns that imperil the doctrinal soundness
of our Churches.

b. It is the duty of Synod as well as of our local churches to
prevent error from creeping mto our churches by way of unsound

© hvmns.

c. It is within the domain of Synod to provide such a song-book
even as Synod provides sound, thoroughly evangelical and Reformed
literature for our Sunday Schools and Missions. Adopied.

2. That this committee be instructed to report to Synod for approval
when it is ready with its compilation. (Cf. Art. 171, 'V, 49.) Adopted.

IV. CoopreratioN WITH OrTHODOX PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH IN Pri-
PARING OF SUNDAY ScrooL MATERIALS.

A. Material: A telegram to our Stated Clerk, dated June 14, 1951,
from the Clerk of the 18th General Assembly of the O. P. Church,
meeting in Philadelphia, Penn., May 24-28, stating that this assembly
adopted the following recommendation of its Committee on Christion
Education: “The Committee recommends that the General Assembly
overtures the 1951 Synod of the Christian Reformed Church to join
with .the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in setting up a committee
composed of three representatives of the Christian Reformed Church
and two representatives of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, to super-
vise the preparation of the Good News Evangelistic Sunday School
materials published by the Christian Reformed Church and the Parent
Teacher Manual published by the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.”
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'B. Recommendatwn ‘
. Your Advisory Committee lecommends that Synod request our
Publication Committee and the eventual Committee on Education to
look into the feasability of cooperating with the Committee on Christian
Education of the Q. P. Church with respect to the preparation of the
‘Good News Evangelistic Sunday School materials published by our
Church and Parent Teacher Manual published by the O. P. Church,
and to report to the Synod of 1952 on this matter. (Cf Art. 171,

.V, 6,27.) Adopted.

V. MrerER or SYNODICAL TrACT COMMIT’ILI‘ AND TarrH, Praver
AND TRACT LEAGUE.

A. Material: (See Supplement No. 24- A)

Supplementary Agenda Report No. 24, in which the Synod1ca1 Tract '
Committee (cf. Acts of Synod 1950, p. 71, Art. 146, B-2), recommends
~ that “the Synodical Tract Committee do not merge with, nor dissolve
by purchase, the Faith, Prayer and Tract League,” for the foHowmg

~ reasons:

1. ‘The scope of its work, both with respect to volume of production
~and extent-of distribution indicate that the Faith, Prayer and Tract

- League is filling a need for the Christian Church in this couutry and

also abroad.

2. There is very little competition between these two ‘tract pro-
ducing and distributing groups, because of the difference in the type
of product.

3. It would seem to require better reasons than we could find to
justify such action. .
. 4. Financial advantage, in case of either merger or purchase, is
very doubtful. The work of the League, bcing a labor of love, is
carried out with a minimum of operational cost. The financial reports
- -of both indicate that our people gladly support this worthy work. -
B. Recommendation.:

“That Synod adopt the recommendation of the Synod1cal Tract Com-
. mittee not to merge with nor dissolve by purchase the Faith, Prayer
. and Tract League for the reasons adduced. Adopted.

ARTICLE 106
A communication from Rev. Arnold Brink, Educational Secretal y
\ of Calvin College, is referred to the Advisory Committee on Educational
- Matters. (Cf. Art. 155, 157.)

' ARTICLE 107

The Advisory Comm[ttee Church Order (A), Dr. J. Kromminga
reporting, cf. Arts. 53, 91, continues its report and presents. the
following : ' '
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" 1. REPORTS OF SYNODICAL ExXAMINERS.

A, Classical examinations of candidates for the Gospel m1n1stry were

' attended by the Synodical examiners as follows:

Candidate ‘ Classis Delegate ‘Classis
8. J. De Vries.....iwoscemeoPella P, Honderd..........o.oo... Chicago North
and C. Kuipers J. Cupido._.. Orange City
. A. A. Koning___ _____ Ostfriesland
Roger Posthuma .................Pacific R. Veldman ... Minnesota
H. Kuiper.....cocounvieeee Sioux -Center
o E. Tanis ... California
Lugene Bazuin ........cccc.... Ostfriesland H. Kuipex.. ...Sioux Center’
o J. Cupido... ....0Orange City
CT ’ - J. Geels e, Pella
John Hoeksema ............ Chicago South P. Honderd... ....Chicago North
N. Jansen ...t Wigconsin

Synod takes note of the information that Revs. Wm Van Peursem, J. H.

- Bruinooge, and P. Jonker were present at the examination of Candldate
- C. William Flietstra.

We recommend: That Synod aﬁ)prove- their work.’ Adopte'd.
Synod decides to call attention to the irregularity that Dr. J. T

ABruinooge dcted as Synodical examiner in his own Classis.

B. The Synodical Examiners Hessel Bouma of Classis Hackensack,
Clarence Boomsma of Classis Grand Rapids East, and J. Kromminga of

" Classis Muskegon have reported their decision to permit the consistory

’

of Hoboken, N. J. Christian Reformed Church to place the name of
Dr. A. H.. Oussoren of Middelburg, The Netherlands, on duo.

We recommend: That -Synod approve their work. Adopted.

- The Synodical Examiners of Classes Hackensack, Grand Rapids
East, and Muskegon (alternate examiner L. Veltkamp serving for
Muskegon) report attendance at a colloguium doctum held at Lodi, N. J.
at a meeting of Classis Hudson for the examination of Dr. A. H.~
Oussoren. The examiners recommended his reception into the ministry
of the Christian Reformed Church. We recommend that Synod
approve. Adopted.

C. The Synodical Examiners T. Yff of Classis Holland, E. Van

- Halsema of Classis Zeeland, and P. Jonker of Classis Grand Rapids

. West report that they have attended the colloguium doctum examination

of Rev. Eugene Bradford of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. held
at a meeting of Classis Grand Rapids East. The examiners adVJSed
his reception into the Christian Reformed ministry.

The Advisory Committee has received no notice of the permission

~of the Synodical Examiners to place the name of Rev. Bradford on
~-trio at Flint, although the Stated Clerk of Classis Grand Rapids East .

~assures us that this permission was granted.
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We therefore have no report from the examiners stating how the-

' requucments for such permission have been fulfilled. Such an
explanation is required by Synod (Acts, 1947 Art. 157, 1, b.).

We recommend :
1. That Synod acquiesce in this acuon Adopted.

2. That Synod once again call the attention of the examiners to

the extreme caution needed with respect to calling ministers from
other denominations and remind them of the decisions of previous
Synods bearing on such cases. Adopted:

D. The Synodical Ezxaminers C. Boomsma of Classis Grand Rapids
East, A. J. Rus of Classis Grand Rapids South, and J. H. Bruinooge
of Classis Zeeland advised Classis Kalamazoo re the relationship of the
“Third Church of Kalamazoo and its pastor.

In the absence of further ground for action, we can only recommend:
That Synod receive this document as information. Synod so decides.

E. The Rev. John Geels reports that he has attended the Synod v

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church as the Fraternal Delegate of

~ our Synod. He was cordially received, and high appreciation ‘was

expressed for the greetings of our Church.
" We recommend: That Synod receive the repo1t of the Traternal
Delegate as information. Adopied. :

"~ II. OVERTURES.
A, Ouwerture 5, Synodical Procedure (Agenda, 1951, p. 267).
Classis Holland overtures Synod to decide that the names of the
delegates to Synod shall be sent to the Stated Clerk immediately and
that the Synodical Committee shall be authorized to appoint the advisory
committees at once. The delegates shall be informed on which com-
mittees they shall serve, and shall prepare especially for that committee
before attending Synod, including in their preparation a knowledge of
what former Synods have decided relevant to their assignments.
- We wish to call Synod’s attention to the value of preparation for a
Synod, and.the saving of much valuable time usually lost on the first
"day of Synod. '

Recommendation: ]
That Synod not adopt this overture.

Grounds:

1. Such procedure would create the possibility of excessive control
over Synod by one small committee.

2. The saving in time effected Dy-the change would not be great,
since much of Agenda material comes to Synod tardily.
. 3. The Synodical Committee would have to appoint committees with
" hardly any acquaintance with many delegates.
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4. The change would tend to lead members to prepare only on
their committee’s material and neglect the material confrontlng Synod
as a whole. Adopted

-B. Owerture 11, Division of Classis (Agenda, 1931 p- 269).

Classis Pacific, meeting 'at -Lynden on March 7, 8 1951, decided
to organize a new classis consisting of the churches of Alberta, and
that ‘of Houston, B. C. and asks the approval of Synod. .

. Classis came to this decision, :

1. After careful consideration .of the geographlc unlty of these
churches; and
. 2. In the interest of ecclesiastical efficiency.

The Advisory Committee finds the grounds for this action acceptable
according to the Church Order. ' ,

We recommend: That the request for the formation of a new classis
be granted. Adopted.

. 2. The Consistory of Nobleford, Alberta, Canada, appeals the de-
cision of Classis Pacific, with this particular request, “in case Synod
accedes to Pacific’s request for the formation of Classis Alberta at
the fall meeting of Classis Pacific that Nobleford be permitted to re-
main with Classis Pacific for the time being.”

The following reasons are adduced for this request:

a)-Nobleford desires to keep contact with the Christian Reformed-
Churches in the States, and considers the attendance at the meetings
of Classis Pacific one of these contacts.

b) Nobleford thinks that the formation of a Classis Alberta at this-time .
will leave the new Classis with a number of small, unstable, pastor- .
less congregations, with the result that the congregations which
have a pastor of their own will see their pastor away from his charge
for too great a part.of the time.

¢) The distance of Nobleford from the Pacific Coast and the transporta-.
tion facilities are approximately equal to these factors in the case of
Bozeman, Manhattan, and Conrad, Montana.

d) Nobleford does not feel the weight of most of the reasons adduced
for the formation of a Classis Alberta at this time. -

The Stated Clerk of Classis Pacific informs Synod that the Classis” has

been duly notified of this appeal, both at the meeting of Classis and subse- -
. quently by letter and a copy of the appeal.

Recommendation:
- That Synod do not accede to the request of Nobleford

Grounds:

a. Nobleford’s desire to contact the United States congregations-
applies equally to other Alberta churches.

b. The condition arising from the small size and lack of pastors in
the new classis would only be accentuated by granting this request. -
On the other hand, the inclusion of Nobleiord in Classis Alberta. w111 ‘
serve to strengthen the new c13551s.

T
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- ¢ The possibility exists that Classis Alberta may obtain help

through classical appointments from outside the classis.

d. The crux of the matter is not the relative distarice of Nobleford

-~ and the Montana churches from the center of Classis Pacific, but -

the relative distances between Nobleford and the centers of Classes
- Pacific and Alberta. Geographically, Nobleford belongs in Classis

~ Albertas Whether Bozeman, Manhattan, and Conrad should be placed .
“in Classis Alberta or Pacific is not officially before us as a matter of
dispute. :

e. That Nobleford does not appmve the formation of a new Classis
is not relevant to the question how.the division, if any, should be
made. Adopted.

C. Overture 12, Re.ngnatwn of Members by Baptism (Agenda,
1951, p. 270).
. Classns Hackensack endorses the overture submitted by the Summer
‘Street Church of Passalc, New Jersey, that Synod express itself on--
" the matter of discipline of a member of Baptism after such a member .
sends in his resignation.

Grounds:

1. At present no Synodical rule covers the resignation of members
by Baptism. -

2. At present there are Consistories who accept such re51gnat10ns
~ of Baptized ‘'members, Whl]e other Consistories do not accept such
, res1gnat10ns

- Synod decides to refer the matter contained in Overture No. 12 to -
" the “Committee to Prepare the Form for Erasure of” Members by

Baptism” (Acts 1950, p. 101). (Cf. Art. 171, Vv, 36)

(Report continued in Art. 153.)

ARTICLE 108

The Advisory Committee Varia, Rev. E. Ubels reportmg, cf. Art.
57, presents the following:

I. CaTECHETICAL TRAINING.
- A. Material: Report No. 27 (Agenda p- 209). (See Supplement
No. 27.)
" B. Recommendations:
1. “That the committee be thanked for its work. Adopted
2. That the secretary, the Rev. H. Dekker, be permitted to represent
‘the committee, or if he is not present, the Rev. A. Hockema, a member
" of this Synod. Adopted.
3. In re various educational agencies:
- a. That Synod .declare:




B ot ey N

i

)

=

&
;‘)'

ArTIcLE 108 ‘ - - 57

1) Catechesis is uniquely the official ecclesiastical pedagogy of the -
covenant youth. Adopied.

2) The Sunday School is in principle an agency for official ecclesiasti-

cal evangelistic pedagogy, with additional utility as a voluntary asso- -

ciation for covenantal pedagogy supplementary to the home and under”

‘the supervision of the Consistory, to be employed as the local cir-

cumstances of each congregation may dictate (e.g. for additional train- -
ing where there are no Christian' schools, for the stlmulatlon of love

for and interest in missions, etc.)

Grounds for 1) and 2): same as those of standing committee under

- D, 1, a (see Supplement No. 27). -Adopted.

3) General agreement is expressed with the suggested prospectus

vpresented by the standing committee, (D, 1, a, 1). Adopted.

b. That Synod instruct the Committee to take into account youth
Bible conferences as they exist among us. Adopted.

4. In re the revision of the “Revised Compendium”:

a. That Synod adopt D, 2 in substance, but stated as follows:

Synod authorizes the rewriting of the Revised Compendmm adopted
in 1943, which is to remain materially the same, but in form is to take
account of such specific points of critictsm as the following: the

. excessive use of compound and complex sentences, too many ad-

jectival and adverbial modifiers, a considerable remmnant of archaic
words and phrases, too many technical theological terms, a lack of
smoothness and rhythm, and a certain lack of stylistic uniformity due-
to composite authorship.. Adopted.

Grounds: Same as D, 2, a and b. :

b. That Synod assign this task to the Committee on Catechetical
Training and instruct it to present its material to Synod for con-
sideration as soon as possible.

Grounds:

1) This is in accord with the spirit of previous mandates given the
committee. .

2) The committee has aiready made a rather thorough investigation
that would be basic to this task. :

3) The situation uncovered indicates a need for immediate action.
Adopted. ’

5. Re the publication of our Sitendards in booklet form:

a. Synod adopts the following: :

That Synod authorize the publication of a booklet containing our
three confessional standards and the text of our -church order, with
the addition of the Scripture references for passages quoted but not
identified in The Belgic Confession, and the full statemerit in the ‘
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- American Revised Version of a limited number of carefully- selected .
proof texts for each of the answers in The Heidelberg Catechism.

b. That Synod charge this committee with the task of preparmg
the booklets, and their pubhcatlon Adopted.

6. The name and status of the committee:
That Synod declare this. committee to be known henceforth as “The ,
Committee on Education” and that it has the full status of a standing
committee. -(Cf. Art. 171, V, 27.) Adopted. '
(Report continued in Art. 147.)

ARTICLE 109

The First Clerk presents the following resolution to Synod: “Synod
having learned of the accidental death of Mrs. J. De Jong and the
injury of Rev. J. De Jong extends its heartfelt sympathy to Rev.
De Jong and family and assures them of Synod’s prayer for comfort
and recovery. ’ .

ARTICLE 110

Synod decides to meet in the evening to treat matters of Indian and
.Foreign Mlssmns

ARTICLE 111

The Advisory Committee Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 78, 79, 81
86, 87, 97, 101, 103, 104, Rev. H. Radius reporting, presents the
followmg

OveRTURE No. 20 CaLviN COLLEGE' AND MoVIES.

“Classis Sioux Center overtures Synod to declare its disapproval of
the practice, carried on for some time; of showing ‘Hollywood’ mov1es
at Calvin College.

Groumi

This practice is in conflict w1th the stdnd of our Christian Reformed
Church on worldly amusements.”

Recommendation: :

That Synod declare that this alleged practice of showmg “Holly-
- wood Movies” is contrary to fact. Adopied.

(Report continued in Art. 155.)

ARTICLE 112

Rev. C. Huissen takes the place of Rev. Geo. Gritter. The brother
expresses his agreement with the Forms of Unity. Elder J. Meekhot
closes this session with prayer.
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THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 21
Sixteenth Session

ARTICLE 113
Rev. J. Van der Meer opens this session with prayer.

ARTICLE 114

Synod decides to increase the mileage allowance of the delegates
who travel to Synod by automobile from 4 cents to 5 cents per mile.

ARTICLE 115

The Advisory Committee, Indian and Foreign Missions, ci. Arts.
64, 71, Rev. A. Hoekema reporting, presents the following:

1. InTeRPRETER’'S HoUSE AT GaLLUP (See Supplements 22, 22-A).

- A. ‘Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Four C 4, (p. 174), “To
meet an urgent need for housing for the interpreter at Gallup, who
is now living in a house far below standard, the board voted to ask
Synod for authorization for the building of a new small home similar
to the interpreter's house recently built at Crown Point. The cost will
be approximately $6,500.00 and this amount can be drawn from our
special gift fund.”

Also, Supplementary Agenda Report No. 22, VI: “The request for
a new interpreter’s house at Gallup has been changed to a request for
remodeling the old one at the same cost.” '

B. History: This request was also before the Synod of 1950. At
that time this request was refused, on the basis of the following rec-
ommendation: “Synod declare(s) that in view of the Synodical action
approving of the report on Mission policy, the Board is not authorized
to proceed with these projects until the Study Committee report shall

~ have been acted on. Grounds:

1. This is the plain intent of the decision of this Synod

. 2. This will avert a dangerous precedent for the interim period dur-
ing which the whole matter of our mission policy is to be studied.”

~ (Acts, 1950, p. 75.)

Your adwsory committee, however, agrees with the Board that this
matter should once again be brought before Synod, since certain facts
about the condition of this house, which were not available to'last year’s
Synod, are now In our possession. -

C. Recommendation: That Synod authorize the remodeling of the.
interpreter’s house at Gallup at a cost of approximately $6,500.

Ground:

1. The present cond1t1on of this house is such as to make a remodel- -
ing absolutely necessary.
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2. This project does not come under the head of expansion but is

necessary for the proper maintenance of property already held and
utilized. Adopted. :

TI. RemoBOTH HosprTaL.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Four C 12 (p. 176). “In order
‘to enable the hospital to serve our missionary cause with increasing
" efficiency, the board asks the Synod of 1951 for authority to construct

a new delivery room and enlarge the nursery of the hospital at a cost

of $11,000. If this permission is granted the money can come from °
the spec1al gift budget, thus there need be no increase in the quota per -
family.” .

Also Supplementary Agenda Report No. 22, VI: “The cost of a
nursery and delivery room at Rehoboth hosp1ta1 should be $15,000
‘ mstead of $11,000.”

B. Synodical decisions: The followmg decisions of the Synod of
1950 have a bearmg on the matter now before us:

. 1. “Synod instruct(s) the Board to maintain the ‘status quo’:on
our Indian field until this Study Committee report shall have been
acted on. This means that no further expansion of personnel and/or
_buildings shall take place on the Indian Mission field, including such
projects which may have already received Synodical approval but as
yet have not been carried out” (Acts, 1950, p. 55).

2. From the Mandate given to the Study Committee on “Mission
- Policy’: “To formulate the regulations governing the application of
such principles (ie., principles of indigenous mission work) to . . .
the Church and her duties to the native population, with special ref-
erence to finances, educational institutions and medical work on the -
- mission field . . .” (Acts, 1950, VI, 1, b, 2, p. 79).

- C. Recommendation: In view of the decisions of the Synod of
1950 quoted above (B, 1 and 2), your advisory committee does not
. feel free to recommend to Synod the proposed expenditure for a new
delivery room and for the enlargement of the nursery at Rehoboth
hospital, even though we are sympathétically inclined towards grant-
. ing this request. We feel that our hands are tied by the decisions
- quoted above. - o

However, the committee wishes Synod to be fully aware of the fol-
lowing facts:

1. The handlmg of maternity cases in the same room which is also
. used for surgery increases the possibility of 1nfect10n for all patients;
~'both surgical and obstetrical.

2. The Rehoboth Hospital is now operating without meeting the
required State regulations. We quote the following from the New
Mexico Hedlth O]ﬁcm of ]anuarv, 1949, pp. 5 and 6:
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“To be licensed as a General Hospital, an institution 'must provide
. complete medical and- surgical care to the 51ck and injured, and mater-
nity care, and have . . . .

6. Maternity fac111t1es which shall include a dchvery room exclu-
sively designated and used for maternity patients. Wards or rooms
for maternity patients shall be segregated from all medical services
or surgical services of unclean or infectious cases . ..”

.Synod should know that, in view of the ruling above quoted which
we are now violating, the possibility exists that the hospital work at
Rehoboth may have to be curtailed or-even terminated on short notice.
"As a matter of fact, even if we continue to operate the hospital under

present conditions, we are doing so contrary to State regulations.
" Motion to grant the request in view of the facts prese-nted, is adopted.

ITI. REORGANTZATION OF FIELp AcunciEs. (See Supplement No. 22)..
"A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Two B-(p. 166).
Overture from the Board: “The board overtures Synod to revise

Article IV of the Mission Order to read as follows: ‘Genéral and

local conferences shall be constituted uniformly, and as soon as feasible,

on all mission fields as agencies through which the board shall ad-
minister the work on these fields. The membership, organization, and
activities of these conferences shall be dete-lmmed by the Christian

Reformed Board of Missions’.” :

B. Recommendation:

That Synod revise the Mission Order as proposéd by the Board,
with the exception of the words, “uniformly, and,”. The sentence
would then read: “General and local conferences shall be constituted
as soon as feasible, on all mission fields,” etc.. Grounds:

1. This involves no substantial change in the present Mission Order,
‘but brings the first paragraph of Article 4 up to date, making it appli- .
cable to all present or future fields under the jurisdiction of our Board.

‘2. This revision does not definitely impose a uniforin pattern for- -

the organization of field agencies on all our fields, but leaves room for
possible variations. . : 8

C. Request from the Mission Prmaplex Study Committee. (See
- Supplement No. 38). :

1. Material: Agenda Report No. 38. The part of this report which
concerns our conumittee is the last paragraph” “In view of our Man-
date (b-2) which deals with the formulation of regulations, this Com-
mittee suggests that Synod consider the wisdom of deferring action
on the Board of Missions’ overture to change Article 4 of the Mission
Order, and to hold in abeyance the execution of its Mission Field re-
- organization Plan.” :
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2. Recommendation: ‘a

a. With respect to deferring action on the overture to change Articie
4 of the Mission Order, your committee recommends that Synod do
not accede to the request of the Mission Principles Study Committee.

Ground.:

The revision proposed is not a substantial change in the Mission
~ Order and therefore does not prejudice the work of the Mission Prin-

ciples Study Committee.

b. With respect to-holding in abeyance the execution of the Board’s
Mission Field re-organization plan, your committee recommends that
Synod do not accede to this request of the Mission Principles Study

Commiittee. Ground:

The mandate of the Mission Principles Study Committee deals with
the application of the principles of indigenous mission work to our’

- fields, whereas the matter of field re-organization does mnot directly

involve the application of indigenous principles.
- Synod rejected recommendation (a) and tabled (b), and decides
to urge.the Board to give serious reconsideration to its reorganization.
- plan and its execution. (Report continued in Art. 131.)

. AT\TICLE 116
" Elder T. Fikse leads in closmg prayer.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 22
Seventeenth Session

. ‘ ARTICLE 117 ‘
Synod sings No. 452 and Rev. R. Veldman leads in prayer. Roll
call reveals that Elder H. Schut and Rev. Geo. Gritter have returned.

ARTICLE 118 -
The Chair welcomes Dr. J."C. De Korne and expresses Synod s joy

in his recovery and voices the hope that the brother may soon be able -
to resume his activitiks.

ARTICLE 119 .
, The Advisory Committee Church Order (B), Rev. Wm. Vander -
" . Haak reporting, presents its report on Worldly Amusements. During
the discussion of this matter Rev. H. J. Kuiper represents the Majority
Report and Rev. J. Vanderploeg the Minority Report. Discussion of
this report occupies the entire morning. (See Supplement No. 4.) (See
Art. 128.)

ARTICLE 120
Elder G. Evenhouse leads in closing prayer.
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 22
Eighteenth Session

ARTICLE 121
After the singing of No. 314:1 and 2, Psalter vanal Rev. R. De
Ridder offers prayer.
ARTICLE 122 ,
The followmg communication is received from the I'aculty of Calvin
Seminary. : :

" ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The Calvin Seminary Faculty respectfully brings to your a.ttentmn the
following minute of its meeting, held June 21, 1951:

Upon the suggestion of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, the Calvin Seminary
Faculty invited him to a conference which issued in very satisfactory results,

In the light of the general discussion that was held with Dr. Van. Til,
the Semmary Faculty now comes to Synod with two matters:

First, in view of certain commitments that Dr. Van Til has made to

'Westminster Seminary, the Calvin Seminary Faculty requests Synod to

give Dr. Van Til time until our Synod of 1952, to give answer concerning
the indefinite appointment that the Synod of 1951 hag tendered him.

And secondly, in view of the fact that Dr. Van Til has a leave of ab-
sence from Westminster Seminary the second semester of next year, 1951-
1952, the Calvin Seminary Faculty proposes, in consultation with Dr. Van-
Til, that Synod request him to teach at Calvin Seminary the second semester
of next year, 1951-1952. (Cf. Arts. 86, 87, 101.)

Synod grants the request and adopts the proposal of the Faculty.
. The Officers of Synod present the following resolution: “That the
Board of Trustees be instructed to make such financial arrangemems '
as Dr. Van Til’s moving to and residing in Grand Raplds may require.’
S ynod so decides.

ARTICLE 123

Professor Volbeda informs Synod that upon due consideration he
respectfully accepts the invitation to continue his work as Professor of
Practical Theology and as President of Calvin Seminary one year
"beyond his retirement age, i.e. 1952-1953. The Chair expresses the
apprec1at10n of Synod. (Cf. Art. 104.)

ARTICLE 124
Synod continues the discussion of the Report on Worldly Amuse-
ments. (Sec Art. 128.)

ARTICLE 125
The Advisory Committee Home Missions, (cf. Arts. 52, 72, 80, 89)
Rev. E. Oostendorp reporting, presents the following:

I. Sourr AMErRIica anp Ceviown. (See Supplements No. 33, 33-A)
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 33, pp. 259-264. Supplementa*j,

© Agenda Report No. 33.
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B. Recowsmendations:

1. Synod thank the Conunittee and approve the work it has done.
Adopted

2. Appointment of a Setond Minister for C eylon (page 263, point
II1.) Synod authorize its Committee for South America and Ceylon, in
_cooperation . with a calling church, after the usual manner, to loan
another Christian Reformed minister to the General Consistory of the
Dutch Reformed Church in Ceylon, with the same stipulations’ as those
" which apply to the Rev. Schuring, except for an unspec1ﬁed contribution
from Ceylon. ‘

Grounds:

a. Our own missionary, the Rev. J. O. Schurmg, again urgently
. makes this request. In his opmlon as expressed in his report after the
. Synod of 1950, this matter is very important and critically necessary,
to retain the gains that have been made, and to continue to strengthen
the more orthodox members of the Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon.

~ + b. The General Consistory, by a large majority, has accepted Rev.
'Schurmgs offer to request another minister from our Christian Re-
formed Church.

c. .This would be in harmony with the whole purpose ‘of undertakmg-

" the work in Ceylon, the accentuation of the Reformed faith and practice,
‘and strengthening the hands of the Reformed brethren, whose position
is being jeopardized by the Liberals. Rev. Schuring has had very good
success in this direction. As preacher and lecturer he has received large-
audiences, and he has been elected editor of their church paper called.
-The Herald. ‘

d. If our Christian Reformed Church does not respond to this chal-

lenge the Ceylon ministers, somewhat favoring the Barth-Brunner

" - theology, are likely fo gain control of the General Consistory of the.

‘Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon. Adopted.

3. Support of a student from Ceylon.

Synod authorize its Committee for South America and Ceylon to
appeal to some Classis or Classes to extend financial aid to Mr. Bryan
- Ernst. (or Mr. Ananda Perera) and-if need be to supplement such
-aid from the FFund for South America and Ceylon.

Grounds: ,
-a. The practice of our denomination is such that Classes support
_ students for the ministry.

b. The young brother comes strongly recommended by the Rev.
J. O. Schuring, both as a person and because of his potential future
influence in promoting the Reformed faith and practice where the
challenge is great.
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¢. The documents /supporting this brother have been examined at
least in part by the Rev. Dr. J. C. De Korne, who is familiar with the

‘educational standards represented by the credits and testimonials, and

he recommends that the brother spend one year in Calvin College,
possibly more, and three years in Calvm Seminary. The documents are

- available: to Synod. Adopted

.(Report continued in Art. 129.)

ARTICLE 126 . .
Synod decides to meet at 7:30 and Elder R. Postma offers prayer.

a

FRIDAY. EVENING, JUNE 22
Nineteenth Session

ARTICLE 127
Rev. M H. Faber leads i in prayer.

ARTICLE 128 .
After a day of detailed deliberation and spirited discussion of the
report on Worldly Amusements Synod decides the following:

WorLpLY AMUSEMENTS (See Supplement No. 4).
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 4. MaJorlty Report, page 24,

‘Minority Report, page 55.

B. Recommendations: ‘

1. That Synod thank the committee for its work.

2. That Synod declare the followmg to be its interpretation of the
decision of Synod of 1928, re Worldly Amusements with a view to -
clarification and amplification. ‘ .

a. With a view to clarification:

1) That the decisions of 1928 consist of a Synod1cal declaration
condemning worldliness in general, more particularly worldliness in the
field of amusements, and still more specifically worldliness as it mani-
fests itself in theater-attendance, cardplaying and dancing. Adopted.

2) That the seven resolutions adopted in 1928 are, as it were, a
declaration of war upon worldliness in general and more specifically
worldliness in the field of amusements; that they specify guiding

- principles in the Christian’s relation to the world and refer to various

meastires that must be used to combat worldliness. Adopted.

. 3) That although Synod did not pass judgment as to whether or not
theater-attendance, card-playing and dancing are always sinful in them-
selves, it did urgently warn, in no uncertain terms, against theater-
attendance, card-playing and dancing, and did not condone partmpatmn
in them Adopted. :
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4) That in accordance with the principles of Reformed Church
polity it"is left to the judgment of the Consistory to determine in each
" particular case just what constitutes “misdemeanor and offensive con- -
duct” which call for admonition and eventual discipline. Adopted.
~ 5) That while the decisions of 1928 clearly require that consistorics
must receive from those who seek to make profession of their faith
satisfaction “as to -their stand and conduct in the matter of worldly
amusements,” they do not prescribe a hard and fast rule as t6 how the
inquiry is to be made. This is left to the discretion of each consistory.
Adopted.

b. With a view to amphﬁcatwn

1) What Synod said in 1928 was not mere advice. It was a solemn
- and binding pronouncement, made in the name of Christ and based

»

. upon the Word of God. Adopted.

'2) It is to the development of spiritual life that the Church and all
1ts members must address themselves if- the problem that faced the

- Synod of 1928 is ever to be solved. Without this life, without the en-

lightened mind, the sensitive conscience, and the dedicated will that
grows, under the Holy Spirit's leading, out of the regenerated heart,
no moral problem can be solved. Adopted.

3) Synod hereby reiterates and re-emphasizes the condemnation of
worldliness in general, and in the field of amusements in particular,
in view of alarming increase and the urgent call to combat it, and
therefore strongly urges our leaders, our consistories, and all our
_people to observe, apply, and honor the foregoing declarations. Adopted.

Note: Grateful for the wonderful unanimity with which these
decisions were reached, Synod sings the doxology. '

ARTICLE 129
The Advisory Committee Home Missions, cf. Arts. 52, 72, 80, 89,
125, Rev. E. Qostendorp reportmg, continues its report. '

I. Cruurcr Herpr Funp ComMiTTEE. (See Supplement No. 7.)

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 7 (pages 73-79).

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod thank the Church Help Fund Comn-uttee and approve the
 work it has done. Adopted.
2. Term of Mr. Charles R. Mulder.
The Committee requests that the term of Mr. Charles R. Mulder,
- Treasurer of the Committee, be extended beyond the limit established
by the Synod of 1950 because it will be almost impossible to replace him
under the rules governing the Committee. Synod grant this request and
make an exception on the ba51s of the arguments glven by the Com-
mxttee Adopted.



S LA ity S s Sa e

 Artrcre 129 , e

3. The Request of the Chiirch of Saginaw, Mzchzgan for an ad
ditional loan,

The Church at Saginaw requests an additional loan of $7,500 toward . _

_-the building of a parsonage. Saginaw already owes $8,900. The total

debt to Church Hélp and other creditors would become $24,823.20 for

" - a church of 16 families. Saginaw cannot pay the 5% required by

Synod, nor contribute anything to the present project as also required by
the rules. The new loan would place the aid far above the maximum
usually given in the U.S.A. namely $10,000. Thus granting this new
loan would involve making three exceptions to the established rules and
practice. The request has been approved by Classis Grand Rapids East.

"The Committee feels the responsibility is too great for it to make the - -

decision and places the matter into the hands of Synod.

Synod approve the granting of Séginaw’s request, authorizing the

~ Church Help Fund Committee to make a loan of $7,500 for the build-

ing or purchase of a parsonage, allowing the three exceptions to the
rules and practice of the Church Help Fund.

Ground.:
The welfare of the congregation requires that they have a suitable

parsonage: Adopted.

4. Canadian Emergency Building Fund. .
We insert here Ouverture 17 from Classis Ontario. Classis Ontario

‘requests Synod to take the necessary steps to provide more funds for

church buildings and parsonages for the new congregations in Canada,
by instituting another drive for $150,000." = °

Grounds:

At present (June 1, 1951) there is a balance in the Canadian
Emergency Building Fund of $19,000. There are at present 28
churches in Classis Ontario. Of these 12 have churches and parsonages
or have completed the financing of the same. If we limit ourselves to

- the organized churches there are still 19 churches and nine parsonages
~to be built. This does not consider the needs of the West. It is plain._

from the above figures that the Fund will soon be depleted.

Synod authorize the Church Help Fund Committee to conduct
another drive for $150,000 for the Canadian Emergency. Building Fund,
stipulating the same conditions as in the previous drive.

Ground.:

The overture of Classis Ontario plainly states the urgent need for .
more money for the building of churches in Canada. Adopted.:
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« II. A LETTER FroM THE IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE OF THE REFORMED
CrurcHES IN THE NETHERLANDS CONCERNING THE SHORTAGE
. oF MiNISTERS IN CANADA.

A. In a communication signed by the Secretary of the Immigration
Committee, Mr. G. M. Laernoes of Utrecht, our sister Church mentions
certain facts about the situation in Canada, e.g., the increase in immi-
gration under the new regulations, the discouragingly lengthy vacancics
of such congregations as Neerlandia, the coming of ministers from the
“Gereformeerde Kerken onderhoudende Art. 31 D.K.O.” Alarmed
lest their members emigrating to Canada be neglected for lack of min-
isters, and be lost to the Reformed faith and our Christian Reformed
Church as a result of the ‘efforts of competing groups, especially the
Article 31 group, the Churches suggest carnest consideration of the

“advisability and even necessity of calhng ministers from the Nether- -
lands.

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod gratefully acknowledge this letter and take notice of the
facts it calls to the attention of our Church. Adopted.

2. Synod calls the attention of the Immigrating Committee to the
fact that we have taken steps to meet the shortage of ministers i .
+* Canada, e.g., by authorizing the calling of more missionaries for all

areas, by expanding the work of our Immigration Committee in appoint-
~ ing more fieldmen to release the missionaries from the burden of work,
by authorizing the increase of salaries for ministers in Canada, by the -
adoption of the leave of absence plan. Adopted.

- 3. "Synod calls attention to the rules pertaining to calling ministers
from other denominations (cf. Acts 1934, Art. 145, p. 133) as well as
“to the decision in Art. 107 of Acts of Synod of 1951. (See Acts,
1943, Art. 159, pp. 95-96; and Acts. 1945, pp. 84-87.) Adopted.

4. Synod, mindful of the great need for ministers in Canada urges

"~ “our ministers who can meet the requirements for work there to give

serious consideration to the challenge of this field; and further asks
the churches to remember this matter in prayer, that the Lord of the
harvest may also send workers into this part of His field. Adopted.

1Il. EiecrioN oF BoArRD MEMBER.

Nomination for election of member at large, Mr. T. Hoeksema and
Rev. T. Verhulst (alternate) retiring.

Names of nominees: Mr. T. Hoeksema, Mr. Raymond Dykexm
Mr.-Ben Wiersma, Mr. Marinus De Jong.

Synod elects Mr. T. Hoeksema, member at large and Mr. R. Dyke1m '
as his alternate.
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ARTICLES 130, 131, 132, 133 ' 69

ARTICLE 130
The Advisory Conumittee Budget Matters, Elder R. Dykema report— _

"ing, cf. Art. 58, presents the following:
T. CurisTIAN REFORMED BoARD.oF Missions (See Supplements 22,

22-A). . :
A. Material: Agenda Report 22 (Supplement 22) F1nanc1a1 Re-
port and a copy of Auditors Report. '

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve a quota of $9.00. Adopted.

.2." That Synod approve a spec1a1 gifts budget for 1952. Adopted. -
3. That Synod grant permission to spend for special needs for 1951

" from Special Gifts Funds. Adopted

4. That Synod grant permission to spend for special needs for
1951 from General Operating- Funds. Adopted.
Report continued in Art. 156.

ARTICLE 131

The Advisory .Committee on Indian and Foreign Mﬂ»sszons (ci.
Arts. 64, 71, 115) Rev. A. Hoekema reportmg, presents the followmg
(See Arts. 64, 71, 115):

I. Pension Pran. (See Supplement 22-A.)

A. Material: Supplementary Agenda Report No. 22, II, PP- 2ff.

B. Summary:

In answer to a number of repeated requests from its unordamed
workers, the Board has drawn up an UNORDAINED EMPLOYEES
BENEFIT PLAN, and a RELIEF FUND FOR .UNORDAINED
EMPLOYEES OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF
MISSIONS.

" C. Recommendation: ' '

That Synod adopt the proposed “Unordained Employees Beneﬁt
Plan” and the “Relief Fund” as outlmed in the Supplementary Report
Adopted.

(Report contmued in Art. 142.)

ARTICLE 132
Synod decides to meet Saturday morning at 8:30. o’dlock. Elder \

R Hommes leads in thanksgiving to God..

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 23
» Twentieth Session

ARTICLE 133
Rev. H. Radius is in char ge of devotions; after singing No. 6:1-3

~ Psalter Hymnal Synod unites in prayer. Roll call shows that all mem-

bers are present.
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ARTICLE 134 .
The minutes of the Iriday sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 135
The Obituary Comumittee, cf. Art. 20, Rev. M. Bolt rapmtmg, pre-
sents the following:
ESTEEMED BRETHREN.
- Sinee the previous Synod God in His all-wise providence removed from

-, this life four ministers of the gospel who faithfully ministered the Word

and Sacraments within the confines of our denomination. As we recall the

life and work of these departed servants of the Lord we are mindful of

the manifold and varied labors that they performed in promoting the
Kingdom of God among us:

~ Rev, John Keizer was born on June 30, 1860, and passed awa.y on No-

" vember 30, 1950. He was instrumental in foundmg several Christian

schools and likewise was one of the founders of the Christian Psychopathic

Hospital at Cutlerville. In his ripe old age he was still useful in visiting

and comforting the sick. : -

~ Rev. Gerrit Lyzenga was born on October 22, 1896, and died on Decem-

ber 11, 1950, as a result of a tragic automobile accident. Shortly before -

his death he had taken up work in our promising field of Canada. He was

. known as a man of keen intellect and deep sympathy. He was a contributor

-of many articles which have appeared in our church weekly, The Banner,

as well as other Christian magazines.

.Rev. Watson Groen was. born on September 23, 1893. Like hig father
he .served our church in the ministry for a period of thirty-three years.
He was a diligent student of the Word and was gifted with special qualities
for leadership, having twice served as president of Synod He passed away
on February 12, 1951.

Rev. Ralph Bolt was born on April 9, 1873. During his ministry he
served several congregations, and in each of the congregations which he
served he was highly regarded and deeply loved for his pastoral labors.
Even after his emeritation he served one of our churches in the capacity

- of assistant pastor and found delight in visiting the sick and comforting

~ the sorrowing. He went to his eternal home on April 7, 1951.

Your committee advises Synod to pass the following resolutions:

1. We humbly bow before our Sovereign God believing that He doeth
all things well while we mourn the departure of these brethren in
the hope of glory;

2. With thankful hearts we praise God for His goodness in giving to His
church these men who labored for many years in the churches;

3. To the sorrowing loved ones of the deceased brethren, Synod expresses
its sympathy and commends them to the sustaining grace of God;

4. These resolutions are hereby printed in the Acts of Synod, and a copy
of the same be forwarded to the bereaved relatives.

RicHARD VELDMAN, Prestdent.
MARTIN BoLT, Secretary.

Adopted.

ARTICLE 136

The Commlttee Church Order (B), Rev. T. C. Van Kooten report-
mg, cf. Art. 61, presents the following: :



" ARTICLE 136 ] | 7L

I. TuE SCOPE oF CHURCH EXTENSION——PAM I. (See Supplement
No. 23.) '
A." Material: Agenda Report No. 23, (page 185) on “The Scope of
Church Extension,” majority and minority. reports, which concern
itself with the request of the Home Mission Committee to insert in
. the Preamble of the Home Mission Order the following, “the promotion
~and establishment of new congregations in our own Church centers.”

B. Recommendations:
1. Thank the Study Committee for their work. Adopted.

2. That Synod do not specify that “the promotion and establishiment
of new congregations among our own members and in our own Church
centers” be included in “the scope of Home Missions,” and that there- -

_ fore this phrase, “the promotion etc.,” not be incorporated into the
Préamble of the Home Mission Order

Synod adopts the following: That this phrase “the promotion etc.,

be not incorporated into the preamble of the Home Mission Order.

Grounds:

a) The organizations of new congregations in church centers is
presently a part of the Home Mission program and hence there is no
need of incorporating this statement in the preamble .

b) The inclusion of these words “the promotion and establishment’
of new congregations in our church centers and among our own people”
tends to give too much emphasis to organizing new congregations
among our own people rather than to “the preaching to those who are'
without,” which is the primary task of Home Missions. -

II. Proprosep Re-ALiGNMENT oF MissioN AND CHURCH E‘{T}:NSIO\I
WORK.

'A. Material: Overture No. 3 (Agenda, page 265) which -proposes
the consideration of a plan to provide ‘three committes for the control
of our Synodical mission and Church extension work, in place of
present two Synodical Committees, and Owerture No. 23 from the
Christian Reformed Church at Saginaw, Mich., endorsing Overture
No. 3.

B. Recommendation: '

1. That Synod appoint a Study Committee to study Overture No 3
and Overture No. 23, and serve Synod with advxce whether ‘there
should be a re-division “of Synodical work.

Grounds:

a. The basic plan appears to have merit: :

b. The 1rnp11catlons of thé plan are so far-reaching that your
Advisory Committee is unable to serve Synod with adv1ce in the
~»matter Adopted
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2. "That Synod refer the Matter of the “Scope of Home Missions,”
namely whether the promotion and establishments of new congregations
‘among our own members and in.our own church centers shall be

included. in the 'scope of Home Missions, to this same committee..
(Cf Art. 171, 'V, 54.) Adopted.

ARTICLE 137
Synod decrdes to recess until Monday, 10 A.M. and Elder E. Tigche-
" laar leads in the closmg prayer .

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 25
" Twenty-first Session

ARTICLE 138
Synod sings No. 334, Psalter Hymnal. Rev. J. H Plersma leads n
prayer.
' : ARTICLE 139
Roll call reveals that the Elders P. Berkhout, A. Frieling, L. Vanden
‘Berg, D. Van Dyke, G. I. Buist, H. Dirkse and G. Edema have
left. Elder B. Zoeterman takes the place of Elder John De Vries; Elder-
H. Van Timmeren takes the place of Elder H: Vander Ark; Elder W.
Speet takes 'the place of Elder J. Meékhof; Elder A. Michmershuizen
takes:the place of- Elder N. Frankena; Elder H. J. Kuiper takes
the place of Elder H. Bratt.
~The Elders B. Zoeterman; H. Van Timmeren; W. Speet; A. Mu:h—
mershulzen express agreement with the I‘orms of Unity.

: ARTICLE' 140
The minutes of the Saturday session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 141
Dr Wm. Spoelhof, President-elect of Calvin College, announces
to Synod his acceptance of the appointment as President of Calvin
College. In his acceptance address Dr. Spoelhof points to the vastness
of the task and enlists the cooperation of all and solicits prayer for
- himseli and all who must work together for the welfare of Calvin.
Synod expresses its joy with applause. (Cf. Arts. 88, 97, 108.)

R ARTICLE 142 _ ]
The Advisory Committee [ndian and Foreign Missions, ci. Arts. 64,
71, 115, 131, Rev. A. Hoekema reporting, presents the following:

I. AppIiTroNAL SECRETARY OF MissioNs. (See Supplement No. 22,
' 22-AL) 7 .
A. Material: Ageuda Report No. 22 Two_ C, page 167. Suppl<:<
mentary Agenda Report 22-A. , ~
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The board at its annual meeting voted to recommend to Synod that

- an additional Secretary of Missions be -appointed by Synod. -The

executive committee was empowered by the board to work. out further
details and submit a report to Synod in the name of.the board.

B. Recommendations: : :
Synod decides to appoint an Association Secretary of MlSSlOnS for
two years, and this functionary shall be an ordained man. (Cf Art 145)

II. Nurses ror Baissa. (See Supplement No. 22-A.) _—
A. Material: Supplementary Agenda Report No. 22, V B 1, p. 18.
1. Africa. An estimate of nine workers are still needed to staff the

area which we now have acquired. We need one industrial man, two

doctors, two nurses, two teachers, and two ordained mén ONE OF

THESE NURSING POSITIONS MUST STILL BE APPROVED

BY SYNOD.

B. Recommendation.:
That Synod adopt the recommendation of the Board for an addltlonal
nurse for ‘Africa. Ado_f)ted

III. SupaN UnitEp MIsston CONSTITUTION. (See Supplement No
22.)
A. Material: Report No. 22, Six D (pp. 178£.) :
Your committee calls the attention of Synod to the fact that our
relation to the Sudan United Mission has now been satisfactorily clari-
fied. Note the following statement, appearing on p. 179 of the Agenda:

“At the annual board meeting of 1951 a motion prevailed to approve .

the constitution of the Sudan United Mission with a clarifying .state-
ment of Rev. Harry R. Boer.” Received as information.

IV. Iwnpia: Ramiag Fiemp. (See Supplemeﬁts 22, 22-A) .
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 22, Eight B (Agenda, p. 181).
Also Supplementary Agenda Report No. 22, V, B, 3 (p. 19).

B. History:

. Synod of 1950 authorized the Board to take over the Bellary ﬁeld 7

as soon as ‘Mr. Ramiah is ready to meet the stipulations of the board

~ as outlined in Report No. 12 of the 1950 Agenda. The Board has

continued correspondence with Mr. Ramiah and at its 1951 session
took the position that in view of this correspondenoe and in view of
the historical sitvation in Bellary, the following is,a reasonable adjust-
ment to the policy adopted by the board at its 1950 session :

1. That one of the two ordained men which BM 4629 designates
for the Mysore field be transferred to the Bellary field.

2. That two of the native pastors now working in this field become

assistants to Mr. Ramiah, and that the three other native pastors in this
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field become assistants ‘to the ordained men to be sent out from the
United States. Salary and housing for these assistants to be paid from :
~ missions funds.

_ 3. That the local congregations or groups of Christians which now
- - enjoy the services of a teacher be subsidized by the Board of Missions

“to the extent of not more than 75% of the salary paid to these teachers
~ (see Supplementary Report, p. 19, for change from 50% to 75% 70,
w1th grounds).

4. That the Board of Missions also sub51dlze school children on
this field to the extent of not more than 75% of their expenses whxle
at school.

5. That the Board of Missions subsidize local congregatxons or
“Christian groups to the extent of not more than 50% of the cost of
“each new chapel to be erected on this field.

C. Recommendation:

That Synod approve the recommendation of the Board to take over
the Bellary field at this time under the stipulations listed above, with
the understanding that the Board shall move continually in the direction
of a more completely indigenous plan for this field.

Grounds: :
1. The extreme- poverty and the famine condmons on the ﬁeld Rave
led Mr. Ramiah to set the above conditions. -

2. The Ramiahs need help urgently and need it soon.

3. This partlcular field offers a great opportunity for our church to
expand its mission enterprise.

4. If we do not take over this field soon, it may be offered to some
other group (as actually happened in the case of the southwestern
section of the Ramiah field. Adopted.

Note: In connection with this matter a letter from Prof.-elect Rev.’
H. Boer, stating his objections to the recommendahon of the committee
~is read.

* (Report continued in Art, 145.)

| 7 N ARTICLE 143
" Elder A. Vanden Berg closes this session with prayer.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 25
Twenty-second Session

ARTICLE 144 _
Synod sings No. 170 Psalter Hymnal, and Rev. W, Tolsma leads
- in prayer.
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, ARTICLE 145
The Advisory Committee Indian and Foreign Missions continues iis
report. (Cf. Arts. 64, 71, 115, 131, 142.)

I. InponNEesiA. (See Supplement No. 22- -AL)
A. Material: Supplementary Agenda Report No. 22, V B 2 (p. 18)
Note particularly the following statement: Smce, however, we
could not get two men to go out, we are proposing that one individual
be sent on an exploratory trip to report at the ‘next Synod concerning -
the feasibility of taking over a ﬁeld in Indonesia.”

\ B. Recommendation:
N That Synod adopt this recommendatxon of ‘the Board.
o Grounds: : _
1. Conditiohs within the country, including such matters as personal
. security, are not sufficiently known to enable the Board to proceed
with certainty. There have been conflicting reports on these matters.
2. Since the possibility now exists that we may have an opportunity
" to acquire a sizeable field in Indonesia, involving a considerable
- expenditure, we should send some one there to look the situation over.
Adopted.

II. Jaran. (See Supplement No 22-A.) o

"~ A. Material: Supplementary Agenda Report No. 22, V B4 (p, 19)
“The board feels that it should be given an. open-handed_pohcy by

the Synod with permission to send out as many missionaries to Japan

as the board thinks feasible and possible.” '

T T e e e TS e e T e S e
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B. Recommendation: ,

That Synod permit the Board to send. out as many missionaries to-
Japan as the Board thinks feasible and possible. A4dopted.
 The matter of training Japanese students at our School is referred
to the Seminary Faculty and the Board of Trustees. .

The, Advisory Committee’ now presents the following nomination
for Associate Secretary of Missions: Rev. W. P. Brink; Dr. P. Y.
De Jong; Rev. R. De Ridder; Rev. H. Evenhouse. Synod adds the
name of Rev. J. T. Holwerda.

This nomination is discussed in executive session. Rev. T. C. Van -
Kooten leads in prayer for God’s gmdance and Synod elects by ballot.
On the second ballot Rev. R. De Ridder is chosen. (Ci. Arts. 71, 142 )

ARTICLE 146
The Advisory Committee Church Order (A), (cf. Arts. 53, 91
107, 153) Dr. J. H. Kromminga reporting, presents the following:
I. Overture No. 4 (Agenda, 1951, p. 267).
1. Material: , , :
Ciassis Grand Rapids West petitions Synod: To clarify its decision
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of Acts 1950, Art. 160, p. 97, to limit the tenure of office to six years
- by declaring that this pertains to all synodical. offices, those nominated
by Classis as well as those directly appointed by Synod, and make the
term of offices for, the respective offices to conform with this decision,

The Synodical. decision in question reads as follows: “Art. 160. 1.
That Synod, in harmony with Art. 100 of the present Synod, adopt
the following rule. pertaining to the term of memberslnp on-Synodical
Boards and of Standing Comumittees. -

“Synod henceforth’ limits the tenure of ofﬁce of all members of
Synod1ca1 Boards whose appointment is more directly by Synod, to a
maximum of 6 years, whereupon retlremeut for at least one year shall
be mandatory.” :

2. Recommendation:

That Synod declare the following to be the correct interpretation
of Art. 160, Acts, 1950:

Synod" decides to declare that the correct interpretation of Art. 160,
Acts of 1950, is that it does not apply to those nominated by Classes.

Synod decides ‘to leave it to the Boards and Committees involved to
determiné how this matter shall be effected.

S

II. SCHROTENBOER REQUEST FOR L.ICENSURE.

" A. Material:

1. A letter from Mr.- Paul G. Schrotenboer -

2. A letter from his home church of Overisel, Mich.; reconimending
. the extension of his licensure.

Digest: '
"~ Mr. Schrotenboer was graduated from our Seminary in February,

- 1947, and was then_licensed to preach by our Board of Trustees. From

TFebruary, 1947 to August, 1948 he worked full-time for the Godwin
Gospel Chapel of our Godwin Heights Church. From September, 1943
to May, 1950 he took post-graduate study at Westminster Seminary. .
From May, 1950 to. the present he has been engaged as Field Repre-
- sentative of Westminster Theological Seminary.

During all this time he has been receiving preaching hcensure annual-
Iy for one year at a time from our Board of Trustees. This year, 1951,
“however, the Board has denied “him licensure. The Board so acted
because he has no immediate plans either to pursue post-graduate study
or to become a candidate. He {feels he should have been granted:
‘licensure because : - ' '

1. He plans either to take post-graduate work or to become a
candidate a year from now; ' i

2. the Board did grant him licensure in previous years.

e now requests this Synod to grant him licensure on the grounds:
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1. That he has completed the course of study in our Seminary and
has engaged in “exhortation” acceptably for five years;

2. that by being licensed he will be able to proclaim the gospel nearly
every Sunday, often in vacant churches;

3. that he cannot very well seek licensure from a classis, because his
work carries him into several different classes, churches, and territories.

C. Recommendation:

. Synod instruct the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees
to extend the licensure of Mr. Paul G. Schrotenboer for one year.
Adopted.

ARTICLE 147
The Adv1sory Committee Varia, Rev. E. Ubels reportlng, cf. Arts.
57, 108, presents the following:

I. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION oF- EVANGELICALS. (See Supplements 35,

36.) . '

A. Material: ' '

1. Majority Report Special N.A.E. Committee 1949 (Acts 1949,

p. 283). This report recommended that “Synod terminate our member-
sh1p in the N.A.E. ‘

2. Minority Report Special N.A.E. Committee 1949 "(Acts 1949,
p. 302). “This report recommended that membershlp in N.AE. Le
continued and made increasingly effective and productive. :

3. Delegates’ Report 1949 (Acts 1949, p. 347). This committee
unanimously recommended continuation of membership in N.A.E.

4. Report of Study Committee for the Matter of Interchurch
Affiliation, 1950 (Acts 1950, p. 378).

5. Report of Delegates 1950 (Acts 1950, p. 392). These delegates
unhesitantly and unanimously recommended that Synod continue mem-
bership in the N.A.E. ‘

6. Report of Delegates 1951 (Agenda Report 35) No' recom-
mendation in re membership. : .

7. Report of N.A.E. Board of Administration (Agenda Report 36).
(See Supplement No. 36.) ’

8. Reference in Acts of Ref. Ecumenical Synod 1949, P 35, Art.

.
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85, p- 67, ad. c.
B. . History:
1. In 1549. .

a. Special study committee appointed in 1948 presented majority
and minority reports on affiliation with N.AE.

b. Committee appointed to study basic Scriptural and Creedal
deliverances. :

c. Relation to N.A.L. remained in statu quo.
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~d. Action on majority and minority reports postponed until study
of principles committee reports. '

2. In 1950. ,

a. Study of principles committee reported. :

b. Decided to abide by decision of 1949 that relation to N.A.E.
remain in status quo until churches have had ample opportumty to.
- consider the principles set forth by committee. '

c. Expressed emphatic disapproval of certain N.A.E. act1v1t1es and

instructed Board of Administration members to report that d1sapprova]

C. Recommendations:

~ 1. That Synod declare it is not prepared to accept the principles
set forth by the committee, bearmg on inter-Church affiliation, and
- consequently it is not prepared to make a final declaration concerning

our affiliation with the N.A.E. in the light of such p11nc1p1es (See
‘A, 4, c) .

Grounds:

a. The declaration of principles bearing on the subject of inter-
- Church affiliation is extremely important.

b. The principles set up by the study report of 1950 have not yet

-/ received ample study

- ¢. This subject is being studied by the Reformed Ecumenical Synod
. (See Acts of RES 1949, p. 67, ad. c., p. 35, Art. 85.) Synod Tabled
‘this advice. ‘
Now that the above advice is -tabled Synod takes up the advice of
the Study Committee re this matter given to the Synod of 1949. Rev.
P. H. Eldersveld is given the floor to defend the report of the Majority
-of the Study Committee. l\ev J. Gritter represents the Minority report
in this- matter.
" While this is being discussed time for recess arrives.
(Continued in Art. 151.) ‘

ARTICLE 148
Elder H. J. Kuiper closes with prayer.

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 25
Twenty-third Session

ARTICLE 149 .
Prayer is offered by Rev. C. Greenfield. Rev. 1. Voskuil is present
‘in the place of Rev. A, W. Hoogstrate and expresses agreement with
the Forms of Unity.
) ARTICLE 150 .
Rev. R. De Ridder thanks Synod for the honor bestowed on him;
begs to be excused that he may meet with his consistory, and solicits
. “the pravers of Synod. (Cf. Art. 142.)
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ARTICLE 151
Synod continues fits discussion of the matter of our “connection w1th
“the N.A.E. In this connection a letter of Dr. F. C. Fowler, Executive -
‘President of the N.A.E., in which he expresses his high regard for
the Chr. Ref. Church and expresses the hope that we may continue in
the N.AE,, is read. Received as information.

The Stated Clerk presents the Report of the Committee appointed by
the Reformed Ecumenical Synod to study the I.C.C. and the N.A.LL.
- This.report is received to be included in the Acts. In this connection
Dr. Stonehouse addresses Synod. '

After lengthy discussion Synod decides to terminate the membe1 ship
of the Christian Reformed Church in the N.A.E. by majority vote.

- Rev. M. Monsma and Elder R. Postma are appointed to draw up a
letter informing the N.A.E. of this decision. (Cf. Art. 168.) This
letter is later read and approved by Synod. :

ARTICLE 152
The Adv1sory Committee Varia, (cf. Arts. 57, 108, 147), continucs
its report and presents the following:

Crristian Lasor AssociatioN, CrIcaco Locar No. 30.

A. Material: A letter from the CLA No. 30, Chicago, requesting
Synod to drge its ministers to encourage Christian working men to
join the Christian labor movement. :

+ B. Recommendation:
That Synod accede to the request. Adapted

ARTICLE 153
The Advisory Committee Church Order (A), Dr. J. H. Krommmga :
reporting, cf. Arts. 53, 91, 107, 146, presents the following:

I.. DE JAGER APPEAL.
A. Materials:- Correspondence of Mr. A. De Jager with Class1s
Pacific and the Home Missions Committee.

B. Elucidation: N , .
- Mr. A. De Jager is a communicant member of the “Gereformeerdec
Kerk in Nederland,” who has completed his theological preparation and
‘expects to be declared a candidate for the ministry in the Netherlands. -
He desires to come to Canada and serve our Church there. He requests
that Synod waive its rule that those who have studied in seminaries
other than our own must take the courses of the senior year at Calvin
" -Seminary before being admitted to the Christian Reformed ministry:
He further addresses to Synod this request, “To exempt me from -a
‘church-examination by the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in
Canada, after my sendmg proofs of having succeeded for the above
mentioned examinations.” :
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A special committee of the Committee for Home Missions has 'sub-
mitted the following advice to Mr. De Jager: '

“a. That we deem that Mr. A. De Jager should seek entrance into
Canada as a regular immigrant.

b. That he affiliate with our Church upon arrival in Canada.

c. That he seek to obtain his desire to serve our Church in Canada
and become a minister in our Church in the synodically approved
manner,’

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod waive the rule requiring one year study at Calvin
Seminary in the case of Mr. A. De Jager.

Grounds: o
a. He has studied theology for six years already.
. b. He 1s a member of a church fully accredited.

c. Canada, where he ostensibly would serve our Church, needs his
services right now. Adopted.

2. That Synod advise Mr. De Jager to come to Canada as a regular

_ immigrant and serve as an exhorter for a year, at the discretion of

‘the Home Missions Committee and with licensure by Classis Pacific

. or a Canadian Classis. Thereupon he may appear before the Christian
. Reformed Syrod for candidacy. :

Ground.:

This is in keepmg with the advice of Classis Pacific and the Home
" Mission Committee in this matter. Adopted.

TI. CoMMUNICATIONS.

" A. Rev. J. M. Ghysels reports that he has attended the Synod of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church at Beaver Falls, Pa., on June 11 and 12,
"as the fraternal delegate from the Christian Reformed Church. He was
given a hearty welcome, and had the privilege of conveying to them our
greetings and expressions of mutnal interest in the Reformed faith. He
expresses his conviction that the exchange of fraternal delegates is bene-
ficial and should be continued.

® Received as information.

‘B. Dr. J. C. De Korne reports the following:
“To thé Synod of the Christian Reformed Church,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: "~
Although a weakened condition, following a serious illness, makes it im-
possible for me to perform my prescribed duties at Synod thls year, I never-
" theless wish to make a brief report of progress in planning for the first
meeting of the International Reformed Missionary Couneil.
It has proved to be impossible to arrange a meeting for the summer of
1951. Our present target is the summer of 1952. Less than half of the
-churches approached have had official meetings since our Synod met in 1950,
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" Of the few churches from which we have received replies, most of the '

1ephes were favorable.
. Faithfully yours,
(was signed) JorN C. DE KorNE, Secretary.
Received as information.
C. Rev. Dr. Charles Vincze, Archdean of the Free Magyar Reformed
Church in America was appointed Fiaternal Delegate from his Church to

our Synod. He found it impossible to be here, ‘but sent his greetings and-
comments in a letter.

We request permission to read this commumcatlon from the fraterna]
delegate on the floor of Synod.

Recewed as nformation and the Stated Clerk is to reply.

ARTICLE 154

The Adv1sory Committec Protests and’ Appeals, Dr. H. Stob report-
ing, presents the following:

I. Tue ProTtEst oF MR. AND MRS. HENRY NYENBRINK -AGAINST TIIE
- ConNs1sTORY OF BraverpaM, MicH., AND CLASSIS ZEELAND, ~/

A Materials:
1. Protest of Mr, and Mrs. Henry Nyenbnnk against the action of the

Consistory of Beaverdam, Mich., in excommunicating the protestants, and

against Classis Zee}and in advising to proceed to this step .of censure.

2. Reply of Classis Zeeland to the protest of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Nyen-
brink, in the form of the relevant minutes of Classis Zeeland and the re-
port of a Classical Committee appointed in the matter

B, History:

1. Mr. and Mrs. H. Nyenbrmk appealed to the Synod of 1947 against
the application of the first step of censure by the Consistory of the Beaver-
dam Christian Reformed Church, in a matter involving an inheritance dis-
pute. Classis Zeeland, though having a copy of this protest, sent it on to
Synod without comment. Synod of 1947 “referred this protest- back to
Classis Zeeland for consideration and disposition” (ef. Acts 1947, Art. 97,

'V, pp. 51, 52).

2. On May 12, 1948 Classis Zeeland, after investigation and study in
loco decided:
a. To advise Consistory “to leave censure as is for the present.” (We
take this to mean the first step of censure.) )
b: To advise the Nyenbrinks:

1) “To ask the probate court to arrange for the completion of the
probation of the will of Tymen Top,” and “to be satisfied with
the decisions to be made by the court.”

2) “To be reconciled with those with whom they are at variance.”

3) “To cooperate fraternally with the Consistory toward the lifting-
of the censure.”

3. Since the Nyenbrinks did not follow the advice of. Classis, the Con- .
sistory sought the permission of Classis to proceed with the second step of -
censure. . Classis Zeeland, on May 11, 1949, advised the Consistory to pro- °
ceed with the second step of censure. The vote was 18 to 10, with three
members registering their negative votes.
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. 4. On June 23, 1949, the Consistory of Beaverdam- (presumably after

having applied the second step of censure) addressed a letter to the Nyen-

. brinks calling for repentance and confession of sing and for the affixing of
“ their signatures to a six-point statement of confession formulated by the
Consistory. The Consistory indicated that only by the signing of the -
designated statement of confession could the censure be lifted.

©  a. The Nyenbrinks refused to ecomply with this demand, and made pro- -

test to the next Classis (Fall, 1949) against its advice to apply the
second step of censure.. -

b. Classis -replied that “By advising the second step of censure, . . .

. Classis is not wrong in referring the case back to the Consistory
sinece Synod advised Classis to dispose of the matter.,” Classis further
decided “that the Consistory of Beaverdam continue to labor with
the Nyenbrinks in the direction of receiving a confession that will
fully satisfy the Consistory, and if it is necessary to secure this end to
employ the presence of a neighboring Consistory” (cf Minutes of
Classis Zeeland, Art. 11, p. 243).

c.” The Nyenbrinks continued to refuse to make the required eonfession.
Therefore, the Consistory on Dec. 11, 1949, excommunicated them.

5. At a éubsequent Classis (presumably the Winter Classis, 1949-50)
" Classis Zeeland received a protest from the Nyenbrinks against. their ex-

© . communication, and decided not to sustain this protest. The Minutes of

Classis Zeeland do not record the ground(s) on which this action was taken,

6. At the Classis of May 10, 1950, “another protest of the Nyenbrinks
. was read.” Classis decided “to appoint a Committee once more to deter-

.mine the possibility of the probation of the Tymen Top will.” .

7. .At the Classis of Sept. 18, 1950, Classis Zeeland was advised by its
Committee that-probation of the Tymen Top will was no longer possible,
and “that there is no evidence that Carl Top has any legal or moral re-
sponsibility to Mr. and Mys. H. Nyenbrink in the estaté matters.” There-
- upon Classis decided to abide by their decision: not to sustain the protest

of the Nyenbrinks in respect to their excommunication.”  (Cf. Report of
the Committe of Classis Zeeland Synod 1951.)

" 8. Your Committee is now in possession of a protest from the Nyen-
brinks to the Synod of 1951 “re action of the Consistory of the Beaver-
"dam Christian Reformed Church in exccmmunicating (them) . . . and of
Classxs Zeeland in advising to proceed to thls step of censure.’

C. Observations:

1.  The Consistory of Beaverdam has not supplied your Committee with a
reply to the protest of the Nyenbrinks, -

2. Though there is a reply from Classis Zeeland, there is no record in

", the Classical minutes of the grounds upon which Classis advised the Con-

sistory to proceed to the second step of censure, and no record of the
grounds upon which Classis sustained the Consistory’s act of excommuni-
cation.

3. Your Committee observed that both the minutes of Classus Zeeland
and the Report of the Committee of Classis to the Synod of 1951 on this
matter, are lacking in clarity, order, and in the recording of essential
information relevant to the case at hand. This has complicated and made

L _ exceedingly difficult the work of your Advisory Committee.

" D. Recommendation:
- . That Synod appoint a committee of three from neighboring Classes to
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ARTICLE 154 : 83

investigate the matter in loco and to effect, if possible, a final settlement
of the matter. Adopted.  Cf. Art. 171, V, No. 55.
II. THE Protesr oF Mr. Dirx STROOBOSSCHER AGAINST THE SYNOD.
- ofF 1950. )
Synod decides it cannot enter upon the case. Adopted‘

- III. Tuae Prorest oF MR. PerErR L. VAN DyKeN AcAINST THE Ds-

CISION OF THE SYNOD of 1947 15 THE MATTER oF Divorce. (Seé
Supplement No. 32.) o
A. Materials:
1. The Protest of Mr. Van Dyken to the Synod of 1948 (File of Stated
Clerk, cf. Agenda, 1951, pp. 252-258). )
2. The decision of Synod 1948 to appoint a committee to study the pro-
test of Mr. Van Dyken, and to furnish Synod with an answer to this pro-
test (Aects 1948, Art. 125, p. 83),
3. The Minority Report of the Committee on the Van Dyken protest

(Agenda 1951, Report #32, pp. 241-249).

4. The MaJorlty Report of the Committe on the Van Dyken protest

- (Agenda 1951, Report #32, pp. 250-258). .
5. The Supplementary Majority Report of thg Committee on the Van

Dyken protest (Report # 32, Mimeographed).
B. Observations:
1. While the Minority recommends that this Synod modify Article 2

and rescind Article 8 of the 1947 Synodical decision on divorce, it also

recommends the appointment of a committee to study the question further,

2. While the majority recommends that Synod rescind Articles 2 and 3
of the 1947 Synodical decision on divorce, it also recommends that its re-
port be published in our church papers and discussed in our churches “so
that' we may by this ‘means arrive at a communis apzmo on this important
matter.”

3. The majority report of the committee was not in its completeness
in the hands of the synodical delegates until Synod had convened.
C. Recommendation:

‘That Synod take no action on either the majority or the mmor]ty report,
but commends them together with all relevant materials to the churches for
study, and refers decision on the Van Dyken protest to the Synod of 1952,

. Grounds :

1. This is consistent with the committee’s desire for more study and
dlscusswn,

2. This is consistent with the synodical decision that “as much as possible
the rule shall be adhered to that no proposals of importance shall be
presented to Synod that have rot appeared in the Agenda, so that
consistories and Classes may have opportunity for previous deliber- -
ation (Acts 1904, Art. 112). : Adopted.

IV. Tur Prorest of MR. Jacos KADYKE Acainst THE DECISION oF

THE CONSISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN RrurorRMED CHURCH OF )

Evererr, WASHINGTON, TO USE THE I\TDI\rmUAL Cur 1N THE
Service or Houy COMMUNION

A. Materials:
A letter from the protestant
B. History:

The protestant-appealed to Classis Paclﬁc and was refelred by Classis
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__to the decision of the Synod of 1920 relative to this matter (A.cts 1920,
Art. 26, p. 21).
C. Recommendation:
. Synod consider the reply of Classis Pacific an adequate answer to the
appeal of the protestant.
Adopted. -
V. Tne Prorest or MR, DAvID DYRSTRA AGAINST THE DECISION OF
e SyNoDpS or 1949 anp 1950 1N Re HI\ CASE VERSUS A I'ORI\ILR
PasTor ET AL.

- A, Materials:
- 1. A letter from Mr. Dykstra tv the Synod of 1951 (dated March 14,
1951).

2. Copy of a letter from Mr, Dykstra to Classis Grand Rapids West
(dated June 9, 1951). °

3. A letter of Mr. Theodore Hansma to whom it may concern (dated
September, 1950). ’
‘B. Request of the Protestant:

“If Synod of 1951 lacks the time to thoroughly examine this case . . .
that Synod appoint an unbiased committee to do so in the interest of truth
and justice and the good reputation of our church.”

C. History:

1. The Synod of 1948 declared that Classis Grand Rapids West had erred
technically in the treatment of Mr. Dykstra’s appeal.

-2, The Synod of 1949 declared that “Classis Grand Rapids West has
rectified the error referred to in Acts of Synod 1948, p. 27, and that Mr.
David Dykstra has received a fair trial, and consequently sustains consis-

' tory and classis re membership status” (Aéts 1949, p. 32).

8. The Synod of 1950 decided not to sustain Mr Dykstlas appeal from
the decision of Symod 1949.
. D. Recommendation:
That Synod reaffirm its stand of 1949 and 1950. Ground: No new ma-
terial has been presented.

' _ AdoptedA
VI ArrrarL oF Mz K. W, Forrttin From DrcisioN oF  CLASSIS
o WISCONSIN.
,A' Materials :

1. A letter from Mr. K ‘W. Fortuin, dated April 16, 1951..
2. A communication from Classis Wisconsin in reply to the Synodlcal
decision of 1950, Art. 142, '
3. Extract of Minutes of Classis Wlsconsm from 1938 to 1950 bearing
on the Fortuin case. :
B. History:
" 1. In October, 1949, Mr. Fortuin made the latest of several appeals to
_Classis Wisconsin, requesting reinstatement into the office of the ministry.
Bemg refused, on grounds already adduced in October, 1945, Mr. Fortuin,
in 1950, made appeal to Synod.
: 2. Synod 1950 decided “to refer this matter back to Classis Wisconsin”
(Acts 1950, Art. 142, pp. 66, 67). No grounds were given, but from the .
foregoing explanation, the following is quoted: '
" a. “It cannot be denied that there are some new elements in Mr. For-
tuin’s appeal to Classis, that these have not received attention in the
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reply of Classis, and that Classis does not explain why it is still of
the opinion that no congregation should be entrusted to him.”

b. “Under the eircumstances your committee feels it extremely difficult
to adjudicate this matter. Classis may be perfectly right in its
opinion, but has said nothing to prove it; and yet this would seem to
‘be required in a case of this kind.”

3. Classis Wisconsin now replies to Synod as follows :

“That Classis informs Synod that it is not in agreement with the implied

charges of the Synod of 1950, that the Fortuin appeal of October, 1949,
was not given an adequate answer. Grounds: -

a. Classis judged that the appellant had presented no new material in
his latest appeal, since previous Classes and Synods had dealt with
these very issues, as could be learned by consulting the Synodical Acts;

b. Classis is not duty bound to reconsider its previous decisions regard-

" ing Fortuin’s reinstatement ts the ministry, when the appellant ad-
vances no definite reasons for such an action, but rather throws the
burden of proof upon Classis itself.”

Classis Wisconsin futher cites Synodieal decisions of previous years (Aets

1941, p. 70, 10, 1, 2; Acts 1943; Acts 1942, p. 99, E, 2, b, ¢), in substan-
tiation of “a” above, of its reply. : '
C. Comments: ) ,

, 1. Mr. Fortuin was given a hearing before your present advisory com-
mittee. '

2. The letter of Mr. Fortuin, now in our hands, is not an appeal ox

- protest, but simply a letter of explanation.

3. In reviewing the case, your Committee is of the opinion that the pres-

ent reply of Classis Wisconsin is adequate and satisfactory. Grounds:

a. There is full cifation of the history of the case, and the grounds for
deposition,. and various refusals of appeals for reinstatement.

. b. Mr, Fortuin’s appeal to a possibly parallel case cannot be considered
“new material” in the case. Classgis Wisconsin is right in declaring
that “each case must be judged according to its own merits.”.

c. There is no reason to doubt the validity of Classis Wisconsin’s ground
for refusing to sustain Mr, Fortuin’s appeal . . . “That Classis still
believes that he is not to be entrusted with a c0ngregat10n” (Minutes,

-Classis Wisconsin, October, 1945, Art. 43).

D. Recommendation.:

Synod. expresses itself as satisfield with the reply of Classis Wisconsin,

and does not sustain the appeal of Mr. Fortuin. Grounds:

1. Mr. Fortuin has presented no new material in his most recent appeal;

2. Sinece Classis Wisconsin, in view of Mr. Fortuin’s record and Classis’
experience with him “still believes that he is not to be entrusted with
a congregation,” it is incumbent upon the appellant to prove this
judgment wrong. Mr. Fortuin has advanced no proof that would
seem to warrant a reversal of this judgment,

’ Adopted.

A, Materials: ‘

1. A 7-page (single spaced) letter from Mr. and Mrs. Bert H. Bos,
dated May 28, 1951, being their appeal to the Synod of 1951.

2. -Oral reply of the Consistory of Grace Church, Kalamazoo, in an
interview with past and present Vice-Presidents and Clerks of the Con-
sistory.
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B. History: B

1. Eighteen members of the Grace Church, Kalamazoo, protested to
Synod 1948 against the Grace Consistory for certain actions of the Con-
sistory with respect to these members. -In the same case the Grace Church
offered reply and submitted a request to the Synod of 1948. The Synod of
1948 sustained the actions of the Grace Church, and further advised Grace
Churech to terminate the membership of the protesants if they should fail
to meet a three-fold requirement (cf. Acts 1948, Art. 114, pp. T1-74).

2. The protestants failed to meet these requirements, and their member-
'ship was terminated. Mr. and Muys. Bert H. Bos protested to Synod 1949
against the termination of their membership, taking exception to the adviee
given by the Synod of 1948, Symod decided “that Mr. and Mrs. Bert H.
Bos, not having affiliated with any other church, have the right to appeal
against the action by which their membership was terminated. They are
advised, however, that the proper procedure requires first appeal to Con-
sistory, then to Classis, then to Synod” (Aets 1949, Art. 120, pp. 73, 74).

8. Muy. and Mrs. Bos, having followed this procedure, now appeal against
the decision of the Grace Consistory to terminate their membership.

C. Comment:

In comparing the lengthy communication of the appellants w1th testi-
_mony offered orally by officsrs of the Grace Consistory and quoted by them
‘from the records of Grace Consistory, as well as with the judgments and
decisions of the Synod of 1948, it is the strong judgment of your Com-
- mittee that the appellants have not proved the Grace Consistory Wrong ‘n
- terminating their membership. . .

D. Recommendations: ‘

Synod does not sustain the appeal of Mr. and Mrs. Bert H. Bos.
Grounds:

a. The judgments of the Consistory concerning them, sustained by the
Synod of 1948 (cf. Acts 1948, Art. 114, C, 1) have not been disproved.

b. The appellants have not attempted-to meet the requirements for
“continued recognition of their membership” advised by the Synod
of 1948 (ibid, C, 2), and set forth by the Grace Church.

(Report continued in Art. 162.) Adopted.

. ARTICLE 155

The Advisory Committee Education Maiters, cf. Arts. 62, 78-81, 86, -
87, 97, 101, 103, 104, 111, Rev. H. Radius reporting, presents the
. following:
I.  Status oF OFFICE 0F EDUCATIONAL SECRETARY.

"~ A . Material: Letter of Educational Secretary addressed to Synod.

Synod decides to urge the Board of Trustees to accede to the request
of Rev. Arnold Brink as much as it deems advisable.
" Rev. A. Brink was given the courtesy of the floor while this matter
" was under discussion. -

II.. MereEOD OoF CH00S1NG TEACHING PrrSONNEL IN COLLEGE AND
SEMINARY.
A. Material: .
1. Supplementary Agenda Report No 13, p. 5. (See Supplement
13-A.)
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2. Overture No. 13, Classis Hackensack.
3. Petition of Rev. H. J. Kuiper. -

B. Our Advice:

" 1. That Synod instruct the Board of Trustees to study this matter
of poss1ble 1mp1ovement in the procedure of choosing teaching
personnel “in order to insure, as far as p0551ble, to obtain the best

qualified men. Adopted.

2. That Synod declare the above recommendation constitutes  its

-answer to the Overture of Classis Hackensack No. 13 and also to the

Petition of Rev. H. J. Kuiper. Adopted. -

CIIIL ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEMS AT CALVIN

COLLEGE.
A, Material: Overture No. 27: “Classis Grand Rapids West

- overtures Synod to appoint 4 committee of seven, qualified to deal with

college organization' and administration, to study the present organ-
izational and administrative systems at Calvin College, and make

‘recommendations to Synod regarding future administrative and organ-

izational-policy. The personnel of this committee to consist of men who
are not at present servmg on any Calvin College or Seminary com-
mittee. -

Grounds: ‘

1. Proper organization and administration are vital to the success
of every institution. -

2. The increased enrollment during the past few years (500 to 1,400
increase in enrollment) and the subsequent enlarged faculty, plus the
development of Calvin’s physical properties, would indicate that a
reviewing of the present organizational' and administrative systerms

' is imperative.

B. Recommendation:

That Synod .do not accede to the request of Classis Grand Rapids
West.

Grounds: ]

1. The need of a reviewing of the present orgamz:monal and ad-.
ministrative systems has not been established.

2. A new organizational plan has been put into operatxon thhin o
the last two years. Adopted :
(Report continued in Art. 163.)

ARTICLE 156

The Advisory Comm1ttec Budget Matters, Elder R. Dykcma report-
ing, cf. Arts. 58, 130, presents the followmg
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L. CawapiaN EMERGENCY FunD. (See Supplement No. 10)
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 10..
B. Recommendation:
That Synod approve a quota of $4.50. Ap/n’oved

II. Ministirs’ PeNsioN aAND RELIEF Funp. (See Supplement No. 9.)
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 9.
B. Recommendations:
That Synod approve a quota of $3.50. Approved.

III. Soutr. AMERICA AND CEYLON.

"~ . A. Material: Report No. 33 (Supplement No. 33).

B. Recommendation:

That Synod approve a quota of $1.25. Adopted.

" (Report continued in Art. 166.) '

ARTICLE 157

The First clerk reads a communication from Prof. H. Schultze in
* which he informs Synod of the acceptance of his appointment as.
~ Professor Extraordinary in the Seminary, and also a letter from Rev.
A, Brink in which he accepts his reappointment as Educational
Secretary. Both communications are received as information. (Cf.
, Arts 79, 81, 104, 155.)
' ' ARTICLE 158
‘Synod adjourns and Elder S. Cannegieter offers the closing prayer.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 26
Twenty-fourth Session

. ARTICLE 159 -
Synod praises God in singing No. 279, Psalter Hymnal, and the
Rev J. Grifficen leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 160
Roll call reveals that, in addition to the Elders who were reported
. Monday as having left, a few more Elders have gone home. Also Rev.
. O. De Groot has left. Rev. A. W. Hoogstrate has returned.

ARTICLE 161
Minutes of the Monday sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 162

The Advisory Committee Protests and Appeals, cf. Art. 154, Dr. H. -
Stob reporting, presents the following:

Junior Corieces. (See Supplenent No. 3.)

A. Materials: :

- 1. Report of the Synodical Committee on Junior Colleges. (Acts

1950, pp. 301-315, Cf. Agenda, 1951, pp. 13), also “A Digest of the
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Report to the 1950 Synod” prepared and distributed by the same Com-

" mittee.

. 2. Relevant dec151ons on Junior Colleges n Acts of Synod 1947
1948 1950. -

B -Observation.
. It is the judgment of your Committee that Synod of 1947 over-
extended itself when, in answer to a specific request that. “Synod
establish a Junior College on the West Coast as soon as practicable,”
Synod 1947 decided to “appoint a study committee to consider the whole

E question of Junior Colleges.”

It is further the judgment of your Committee that Synod of 1947

* should have answered the request of Classis California as might have

been required, and that it should not have taken occasion from this
request to enter upon a general study of the problem of Junior Colleges.
Your Committee s, for this basic reason, and as well for other
reasons, opposed to the adoption of the recommendations offered by
the Study Committee on Junior Colleges; and now submits its own
recommendations for Synod’s consideration and decision.

C. Recommendation:

Synod 1951 declares, in answer to the overture of Classis California
to the Synod of 1947 that “Synod establish a Junior College on' the
West Coast as soon as practicable,” that Synod does not regard it

" advisable to enter upon this request.

Grounds:

a. It does not appear, in consideration of teacher, equipment, and
other needs that this will be practicable in the foreseeable future.

b. It is "doubtful that Synod should commit itself to the possible
establishment of Junior Colleges in various parts of our land. Synod -
Tabled.

Synod now takes up the recommendation of the Study Committce on
Junior Colleges. (Report No. 3 Agenda 1951) page 23, recommendation
3

3. That a representative, centrally located, permanent synodical .
standing committee on- educational affairs be appointed immediately;
that this standing committee function as a screening committee (screen-
ing demands for establishing regional junior colleges), as a co-ordinat-
ing committee-with all agencies and other committees involved as liaison
committee with the administration of Calvin College. and Seminary, as
an advisory committee to Synod recommending the feasibility, time,
cost, and financial terms involved in establishing a junior college in any
area, and as the effecting committee should Synod decide to act.
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, 7 Dr Wm. Spoelhof elucidates the report- of the Study Commxttee, .
.- and finally Synod decides to table also the above recommendatlon of
- the Study Committee.

Synod adopis the following motion: “Without committing itself on
 the question whether Junior Colleges are advisable Synod appoints
a Committee centrally located that shall serve to keep Synod informed
with respect to the feasibility and need of Junior Colleges among
our people. (Cf. Art. 171, V, 59.)

"Synod decides to hold all the other recommendations of the Study .

Committee in abeyance.

. ARTICLE 163 '
" The Advisory Committee, Educational Matters, cf. Arts. 78, 79, 81,
86, 87, 97, 101, 103, 104, 111, 155, Rev H. Radlus reporting, presents
‘the following:

CarviNn CHURCH PROP]—.RI‘Y EXCHANGL PROPOSAL.

A, Material:

1. Agenda Report No. 13, page 119. (See Supplement No: 13.)

2. Supplementary Agenda Report No. 13, page 5. (See Supplemc'lt
No. 13-A.)

3. Overtures: .
No. 21 Classis Sioux Center.
No. 22 Classis Grand. Rapids East.
No. 24 Consistory of Worthington Chr. Ref. Church.

The Board of Trustees’ recommendation in re this question reads
as follows: “The Board decided to recommend to Synod that the Board
-~ of Trustees, or its appropriate committee, be authorized to negotiate
with the Calvin Church an exchange of property on the east side of the
Calvin (former Clark) property'on Franklin Street.”

B. Recommendations:
1. Your committee recommends that Synod do not approve the

. recommendation of the Board of Trustees for the following reasons:

- Grounds: A
a. The recommendation of the Board is in conflict with the decision
of the Synod of 1950 — see Acts of Synod, Art. 112, page 43. '
" . b. No reason has been adduced to change the decision of the Synod,
of 1950. Adopted by ballot.
2. ‘The above recommendation of the Committee Synod declare to
* be its answer to the above Overtures. Adopted.

 ARTICLE 164
Elder E. C. Plett closes this session with prayer.
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. TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 26
Twenty-fifth Session

ARTICLE 165
Synod sings No. 78:1, 2, Psalter Hymnal, and Rev. A T2 Rozenda
leads in prayer.
ARTICLE 166
The Adv1sory Committee Budget Matters, Elder R. Dykema re-

“:porting, cf. Arts. 58, 130, 156, presents the following:

. Quotas .
Church Help Fund....oecoooeecrieccercenceceeee..$3.00
Church Extension Fund....... $5.00
‘Paterson Hebrew Mission .....30.35
Chicago Jewish Mission.......cc......... $0.65
Chr, Ref. Board of Missions... $9.00
Calvin College and Semmary ........................ $8.00
Back to God Hour. .ol
Fund for Needy Churches..........i .....................
Canadian Emergency Fund... -

* Ministers’ Pension and Rehef Fund
South America- and Ceylon...cooovvceceeucurecacccns
Canadian Immigration Fund.........ccooooenil
Denominational Building ....ocoooooevcviveeieecne.

(Report continted in Art. 167.)

ARTICLE 167

The Advisory Comrittee Budget Matters, cf. Arts. 58, 130, 166,
presents the followmg .

I., ReouesT FROM CHURCH AT WORMER, NETHERLANDS.

" A. Materiol: Communications. The Gereformeerde Kerk at Worm-
er is soliciting financial help of approxunately $20,000 to -assist in
constructing a new church.

B. Recommendation:
That Synod do not give financial a1d in this case.

Ground: :
Our own financial burden is too great for us to assist in this matter.

Adopted.

II. SurrLEMENTARY FUND FOrR HoMmE EVANGELIZATION.
A. Material: Report No. 10, Part VI, page 97. Report IIIB, Hom\, :
Missions No. 6. :
B. Recommendation:
That Synod order the remaining funds transferred to the Church

- Extension Fund since the Supplementary Fund will be discontinued

after December, 1951. Adopted.



92 ~ Acts oF Sywnop, 1951

ITI. DeNOMINATIONAL BUILDING FINANCING. :

A. Material: The Budget Committee has been asked to present -
to Synod suggestions for financing this construction which is to
approxnnate a cost of $130,000.00. :

B. Recommendations:

1. That we extend the Denominational Building Fund Quota for
. one additional year. Adopted.

2. Thata $60,000.00 loan be arranged if possible with the various
boards who.will have space in the new building (who now have some
extra funds available because of international conditions) to be repaid
in four years. Adopied.

3. That the Quota Receipts for 1951 .(approximately $35,000.00) and

" 1952 (approximately $35,000.00) be incorporated with the $60,000
- which provides the total amount necessary to finance this project.

4. That Synod instruct the Denominational Building Committee to

appomt two of its members and the treasurers of the various boards

occupying space in the building, to form a committee and work out
this financing plan. (Cf. Art. 171, V, 26.) Adopted.

" IV. PayMENT oF SussiDY T0 CANADIAN CHURCHES.
A. Material: Overtures 9 and 15. Supplementary Agenda Report
No. 10-B. (See Supplement 10-A.)

B. Recommendation:
That Synod approve to pay the Subsidy Payments in United States

o Currency to the Canadian Churches (to the Pastors desiring this

method) to avoid loss because of differential in currency exchange
.values. Adopted. : ‘

V. CmarLaiN Funp. (See Supplement No. 29.) :
A. Material: Agenda 1951, page 233. The Chaplain Committee
requests re-activation of the Chaplain Fund.

B. Recommendation.:
That Synod approve and place on the list for one or more offerings.
. Adopted.

VI. PayMENT OF QUoTAS FOR CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY,

A. Reported by Classical Treasurers: ‘
_Classis . Churches Paid in full In arrears
California .............. e 21 . 18 3

Grand Rapids East 20 20 0
Grand Rapids South ... 18 17 1
Grand Rapids West ... 14 13 1
Hackensack ... ... . 11 11 0
Holland ... 16 16 0

15 14 0

Hudson
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Classts - . . . " Churches Paid in full In arrears
Kalamazoo : 14 14 : 0
Minnesota ._................... 27 22 5
- Muskegon ....... 27 27 0
" Orange City ... 13 18 0
PaCi e e 34 17 TU.S.A. 4
Canada 13
Sioux Center ... 18 18 0
Wiseonsin ..o 13 13 0
- Zeeland e 16 16 0

B. Reported by Delegates:

Chicago North 16 .16 0
‘Chicago South- .. 15 15 - 0
Ontario ... 28 0 28
Ostfrlesland _____ .. 13 13 . 0
Pella .o e 18 18 0

The Canadian churches made contributions; a few did very well, others
not very much. The Budget Committee feels the Canadian churches are
doing good considering their circumstances.

VII. REMUNERATION OF SyYNoODICAL OFFICERS.

Your committee has given consideration to the amount of re-
muneration for the officers of Synod and recommends that they be
remunerated as follows:

Synodical Treasurer ........... SR OTRUUURORORY 151 119 X 0 11§ 11=3 ofh -3
Stated CIerk ..o et 500.00 per year
First Clerk of Synod.... .. 100.00 per-year
Second Clerk of Synod.........oooiiiieeeece e 25.00 per year
E. Y. Monsma for services dunng session of Synod ..... 100.00 per year
United States Canadian-Treasurer... - 200.00 per year

Transportation Secretary ... feeeeearemneneaeetesam e stnnbae e renseremenneanne 25.00 per year

Adopted.
‘VIII. Your committee recommends that the same rules shall apply for
the next year re Mrs. D. H. Kromminga and the Emeritus professors
as adopted by the Synod of 1950. (Cf Acts 1950, Art. 34, page 92.)
Adopted.

IX. SynopicaL TREASURER’S REPORT. (See Supplement No. 41.)
A. Material:

The Financial report has been examined. The following funds are
reported: N.A.E., The Ecumenical Synod, the Synodical Expense
Accounts, and Denominational Building -Fund. The committee has

examined the report and finds same in proper form..

. k22
B. Recommendations:

1. Ecumenical Synod: In view of the large balémce of $13,262.00,.
and that the next meeting will not be held until 1953, it is recommended
that no quota be established for 1952. Adopted.
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2. The Synodical Expense Account: This account shows a sub-
stantial balance of $27,595.00. In view of the large balance, it is

* recommended that no quota be established for the year 1952. Adopted.

- X. Sprcial. Apvisory BUDGET COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY SYNOD

oF 1949.

A. We call attention of Synod to the special services rendered by the
Synodical Advisory Budget Committee. This.committee did considerable
advance work in obtaining financial reports and other information
which was of great help to the Budget Committee of Synod.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod express appreciation for this work.

2. That Synod appoint such a committee for 1952. Adopted. -

XI. Bonps or DENOMINATIONAL TREASURERS.

Your committee finds these bonds all with acceptable surety companies
and in proper amounts.
1. Recommendation:

"Receive as information. Adopted.

- XII. Tue Younc CALvINIST I'EDERATION.

‘A. Materials:

1. Financial Statements of the Federatlon

2. A petition of John S. Dykstra.

3. A letter from the Vice-president of the Federation.

B. Elucidation:
Synod of 1949 stated in regard to the Federation: “This organization
. is commended for its management.” (Acts, 1949, page 78.) Mr.
~ J.-S. Dykstra petitions Synod to withdraw this commendation for the
following reasons:

1. This commendation was based on only a cursory examination
"of the Federation’s Financial reports by Synod’s Budget Committee.

2. The Federation has abused the sympathy and confidence of our
people by continuing to solicit contributions during the war years
‘while a large reserve was on hand and was being built up.

3..In 1948 and 1950 loans of $10,000 and $7,500 were made to
officers of the Federation, from Federation Funds, at 2%. interest,
. for the erection of homes, which action Mr. Dykstra considers
reprehensible.

4. This commendation has been used by Federation officials to
' Justlfy their financing. (See Banner, Feb. 2, 1951, page 157.)

. Recommendations: .

1. That Synod do not accede to Mr. Dykstra’s request to withdraw
the commendation for the following reasons, which shall be consxdered
an answer to hls petition: : :
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a. That the Federation’s Financial Statements were only cursorily
examined by the budget committee of the Synod of 1949 s an unprover ’
assumption. .

b. The Federation's aim has not been to build up a large reserve.
The reserve has grown 1argely as a result of the enthusiastic efforts
of our young people in Young Calvinist campaigns, and because the
Federation has.the love of our people. Furthermore; the size of the .
proposed budget ($47,000 for this year), and the anticipated needs of -
-service men’s work for the future, would make a sizeable reserve
seem to be desirable, On June 30, 1950, the cash reserve was
$120,611.89. ' : .

c. Some organizations have provided homes for. their employees.
If the Board of the IFederation has rather chosen to grant a well .
secured loan at a low interest rate, that is not reprehensible. Adopted.

2. That Synod recommend the Young Calvinist Federatlon for -
‘mioral support only, as heretofore Adopted. '

XIII. Pension Funp ror UNORDAINED MISSION WORI(ERS (See
Supplement No. 39.)

A. Material: Article 37, page 92 (Agenda Report No. 39) Acts |
of 1950.

The committee re: “Pension Fund for Unordained Mission Workers
(Workers engaged by various congregations, classes, etc., in distinction
- from The Christian Reformed Board of Mission Workers who are
already covered by their own Fu@d) is requestmg Synod to express.
itself definitely whether or not it'is willing to establish a quota for
maintaining the above Fund and also provide a sufficient sum of
money as a Past Service Fund to establish the Pension Fund.”

B. Recommendation:

That Synod do not express itself at this time regardmg this Plan.

Reasons:

From information available the scope and extent of the Plan can-
.not be determined nor the finances involved. Adopted.

C. Advice:

That Synod request committee to continue and report in 1952
Adopted ,

ARTICLE 168 .
The Chairman of “Mission Principles Study Committee,” Rev ]
Gritter, presents the following: .
A. Material: Agenda Report No. 38. (See Supplement 38.)
B. Recommendation:
That Synod receive this repott as information. . Adopted.
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\ ARTICLE 169,
lhe C omumittee on Appointments, Rev. E. Haan reporting, presents
the following:

A. ‘Ecumentcar Syxop 1o B HeLD 1N EpinsurcH 1N 1953.
1. Your committee presents the following three names of Prof.
H: Boer, Prof. G. Stob, and Dr. S. Volbeda, professors of our Semi-
nary, with the recommendation that from these three names Synod vote
a primus delegate, a first alternate, and a second alternate delegate.
. 2. Your committee presents the following three names of Rev. J.
"Gritter, Rev. M. Monsma, and Rev. E. Van Halsema, ministers of our
denomination, with the recommendation that from these three names’
Synod vote a primus delegate, a first alternate and a second alternate
delegate. Synod adds the name of Rev. J. F. Schuurman to the
nomination.

© 3. Your committee presents the following three names of Mr. J.
De Jager, Mr. R. Postma, Dr. H. Stob, elders of our denomination,
with the recommendation that from these three names Synod vote a
primus delegate, a first and second alternate delegate.
Synod elects:
. Primus First "Alternate - Second Alternate .
Dr. S. Volbeda ................Prof. G. Stob............_Rev. H. R. Boer
Rev. M. Monsma ... i Rev. E. Van Halsema
Dr. H. Stob _.oiiieeees 1 Mr. J. De Jager
B. NoMINATIONS FOR DDELEGATE TO SYNOD OF THE GEREFORMEERDL
‘KerkEN, THE NETHERLANDS, 1952:
Rev. H. Baker, Rev. Wm. Haveékamp, Rev. J. Weidenaar.
Synod elects Rev. H. Baker primus, and Rev. J. Weidenaar secundus.

ARTICLE 170

In re Examination of Candidates next year, the Officers of Synod
Csuggest:

That the Executive Committee of the Boatd of Trustees arrange
the schedule according: to the following plan:

1. The sermons to be sent three weeks in advance. to a committee
to be designated from among the prospective delegates to Synod, that
there may be sufficient time to examine them.

2. For the examination in Dogmatics and Introduction, Synod and
the candidates shall be divided into four groups and four examiners
shall be appointed who shall rotate from group to group.

" 3. The examination in Practica shall be conducted in seven groups
of twelve delegates each. Adopted. :

ARTICLE 171
The Commitiee on Appointments, Rev. E. Haan reporting, makes
the following recommendations: :
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I. Synod approve the election of the following members of the

Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary:

Classis
California .......occevans Rev.
Chicago North ... .....Rev
Chicago Seuth ... Rev.

Grand Rapids East..

Lay Members.:

, R. J. Frens....

Member

G. Hoeksema...

Eastern district —J. Hamersma. .
Central district— J. DeNooyer, J. Hekman, H. Holtvluwer, B. Staal.
Dr. J. Van Bruggen, T. Rlbbens
Western district —J. Vander Ark. .
Far-West district —H. Elenbaas.

...Rev.
..Rev. C. Huissen

Alternate

D. Hoitenga,

Grand Rapids South...... Rev. M. Monsma.............. Rev. John Mulder

" ‘Grand Rapids West........... Rev. J. T. Holwerda.....Rev. E. J. Masselink
Hackensack _.....................] Rev. H. Bouma............... Rev. A. Hoekema -
Holland _............... foererennenn Rev. J. T. Hoogstra.......Rev. O. Breen
Hudson ‘Rev. N. J. Monsma.......... Rev. N. Veltman
Kalamazoo .....ccccocoveeennnnsl Rev. E. B. Pekelder........ Rev. J. Meeter
Minnesota . . W. Vander Hoven...Rev. J. Rubingh
Muskegon oo Rev. M. Goote..cooonn.e..... Rev. B. J. Tanis
Ontario ....oooeeeeeeeeeenn. Rev. R. J. BoSocoeeeeen, Rev. G. Andre
Orange City . . R. Bronkema. .......... Rev. J. Griffioen
Ostfriesland ... . H. Zwaanstra.......... Rev. H. Petersen
Pacific .o, . J. Schuurman.......... Rev. C.- M. Schoolland
Pella 5 J. Geels..c..ooeenne.. Rev. M. Ouwinga -
Sioux Center ............. Rev. J. Vande Lune........ Rev. B. J. Haan
‘Wisconsin ......................Rev. G. J. Rozenboom...Rev. B. T. Haan
Zeeland ....cooeeecena Rev. J. Bruinooge............ Rev. H. Verduin

Adopted.

II. Synod approve the election of the following members of the
Christian Reformed Board of Missions:

Classis

California _...................Rev.
. R. 0. De Groot........ Rev. J. L. Schaver
. H. Bajema
. F. Handlogten

Chicago North ...

Chicago South ... :...Rev.

Grand Rapids East...........
Grand Rapids South..

Grand Rapids West.........._Rev
Hackensack ... ...Rev.
Holland ..o Rev.
Hudson ..o Rev.
Kalamazoo .....cccccoomeeee.. Rev.
Minnesota

Muskegon

Ontario ..o, Rev.

Ostfriesland
Orange City
Pacific .._...

Sioux Center

. J. C. Verbrugge......
Pella ... ....Rev,
A J‘. Zwaanstra..........

Member

Alternate

G. B. Boerefyn........ Rev. M. VanderZwaag

D. Grasman..........

C. VandenHeuvel

. J. J. Holwerda *
. P. De Jong

. A. Rozendale

. 0. De Groot

S. Viss

J. C. Scholten

A. Persenaire

. S. Mijersma
. J. Massgelink )
Rev. J. K. Van Baalen

Rev. T. C. VanKooten
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Classis : Member < Alternate
Wisconsin .
Zeeland .........coccoceveeiveimnn.

.. Members at Large:
Dr. R. S. Wierenga, Dr. E. Y. Monsma, Mr. J. T. Daverman,
Dr. R. De Mol.

: - Adopted A
~ TII. Synod approve the election of the fo]lowmg members of thr .
General Commitiee for Home Missions: :

- Classts Member - Alternate
California ......oocceeeeenenns . L. Bouma.............. Rev." H. De Mots
Chicago North ... H. Baker................. Rev. W. Kok
-+ Chicago South . B. Van Someren...Rev. C. Greenfield
" Grand Rapids East . P. Y. De Jong......Rev. F. Van Houten
Grand Rapids South.... . R. Veenstra........... Rev. C. Holtrop
Grand Rapids West... . . T. Van Eerden........ Rev. F. L. Netz
Hackensack ......coccoeveeas . W. Heynen.............. Rev., C. Van Ens
Holland g . L. Voskuil... ...Rev. G. S. Kok
©-Hudson e . 0. Holtrop...........Rev. H. Sornema
-Kalamazoo .. . L. Van Laar...... Rev. O. De Groot
‘Minnesota . J. Vanden Hoek...._ Rev. H. Vander Aa
- Muskegon . J. Kenbeek: .......... . R. Wildschut -
Ontario . A. Persenaire C. Spoelhof
Orange City . G. Postma................ o
Ostfriegland .. ...Rev. H. Petersen......... . -E. Bossenbroek
Pacifie ............ ..Rev. J. R. Van Dyke...._Rev. W. Verwolf
Pella ... -.Rev. H. Vander Kam......
" Sioux Center -.Rev. J. Van Beek .. . J. Breuker
" Wisconsin ... ..Rev. W. Meyer...... . . E. Ubels
Zeeland ..., . M. Boltuooreeecnn . J. Gulchelaax

Members at Large:
Mr. B. H. Brouwer, Mr. F. Oldemulder (Term 1949 1952), M1 W.
Hofstra, Mr. B. Smith (Term 1947-1960), Mr T. Hoeksema.  Mr.
R. Dykema (Term 1951-1954).
' Adopted. :
Iv. Synod approve the election of the following Synodzcal Del.,- .
gates for Examination: :
} Classis Member © Alternate
California .ocooeeceeeerareeennee, Rev. E. Tanis......... . P. A. Hoekstra
Chicago North . . W. Kok -

Chicago Seuth ... .-Rev. W. Van Rees ... P. G. Holwerda
Grand Rapids East........Rev. C. Boomsma... ... C. Huissen = -
Grand Rapids South......... Rev. A. J. Rus... C. Holtrop . .
Grand Rapids West ...Rev. P. Jonker..... T. Van FEerden
Hackensack _.............. . Rev. H. Bouma................ B. H. Spalink
Holland R T Yoo, , _ :
Hudson ....... o : . O. Holtrop... 'N. L. Veltman
Kalamazoo ... ..Rev. L. Van Laar 0. De Groot
~Minnesota . J. Vanden Hoek....Rev. R. Veldman
Muskegon . J. Kromminga.....Rev. L. Veltkamp
Ontario - Rev. J. Gritter.................. Rev. H. Moes
Orange City .. ..........Rev. J. Cupido............. Rev. J. Masselink
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) Classis - Member Alternate
" Ostfriesland ... .Rev. A. A, Koning......Rev. S. P. Miersma
Pacific ... ...Rev. R. H. Haan........... Rev. J. C. Verbrugge
Pella ... Rev. J. Geels..coccoeunenn... Rev. M. Ouwinga :
" Sioux Center ... Dr. H. Kuiper.............Rev. T. C. Van Kooten
“Wisconsin ...Rev. N. Jansen............... Rev. J. H. De Haan
-Zeeland ................................ Rev. J. H. Bruinooge...Rev. E. Van Halsema.
o ‘ : ‘Adopted.

V. s ynod approve the following appointments:

Synodical Committee: Dr. Y. P. De Jong; Rev. N. J. Monsma; Rev
E. Van Halsema, Stated Clerk (ex officio) Alternate, Dr. H. Ku1per
(Term -expires 1952),

Stated Clerk: Dr. R. J. Danhof (Term’ explres 1954), Alternate,

Rev. Wm. Brink.

Synodical Treasurer: Mr. Tony NomdeWIer Al’cerna.te Mr. L. Ippel.

(Term expires 1952.) .

U. S. Treasurer for Canada: Mr. George T. Wieland” (Term explres

1958) ; Alternate, Mr. L. Kloet.

Tfrea,swrer of Canadian Chwrches: Mr. J Vander Vliet.

. Publication Committee: J. Feenstra; Dr. H, H. Meeter; G. J. Rooks; .
G. Buist; Rev. Wm. Reinsma; Rev. C. Boomsma; Prof. L. Berkhof;
Fred Van Kleef; A. Vanden Bout. ‘
Committee for South America and Ceylon Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden;

- Rev. P. Jonker; Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel; Dr. E, Strlkwelda Rev. T.

Yft; Mr. J. De Haan.

Commzttee for Church Help: Rev J. Breuker; Rev. J. Cupldo; Mr.

C. R. Mulder; Mr S. Elgersma; Rev. N. Beute Alternate, Rev. P.

Ouwinga. Co ‘

Répresentative American Bible Society: Rev. H. Bouma; Alternate,

Rev. J. P. Smith, : .

Representative British and Foreign Bible Society: Rev. J. Vander

Meer; Alternate, Rev, C. Witt.

Representative General Commission of Army and Nawy Chaplains:

Rev. J. M. VandeKieft; Alternate, Rev. H. Dekker.

Chaplain Committee: Rev J. M. VandeKleft Rev. E. Boeve; Rev H.

Dekker; Rev. M. Goote; Rev. H, Van Til.

Committee on Ecumenicity and Correspondence with other churches:

Prof. W, Rutgers; Rev. J. T. Hoogstra; Rev. M. Monsma, and the

Stated Clerk, (ex officio).

Historical Commitlee: Prof. S. Volbeda, Prof. H. J. Van Andel; Dr.

J. Kromminga; Prof. G. Stob.

Committee Mission Sunday School Lesson Planning: Rev. H, Ver-

duin; Rev. L. Van Laar; Rev. R. Veenstra Mr. A. VanderVeer; Miss

Katle Gunnink. )

Committee Sunday School Lesson P lanmnq Rev. D. H. Walters; Rev.

- J. H. Bratt; Dr. John Van Bluggen Miss Dena Korfker: Mr. C.

Faber; Mr. A J. Hoogewind. ' . )

Taa,nsportamon Seeretary: Mr. A. H. Andriese. ‘

Committee for Mimeographing Reports and for Making Arrangements

for the next Synod: Dr. E. Y. Monsma; Mr. L. Ippel (Alternate).

Committee for Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration: Mr. F.

L. Winter; Rev. J. O. Bouwsma; Mr. N. Hendricks; Mr. Wm. Boer;

Rev. B. VanSomeren; Alternates: Mr. G. Doornbos; Mr. G. B. Tin-

holt; Rev. W. Reinsma; Mr. B. De Jager; Rev. T. Yff. -
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20.
21.
22,

23.
24.

25.
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Representative Lord’s Doy Allignce: Rev. C. Van Ens; Alternate,
Drx. O. Holtrop.

Representative National Christian Association: Rev. W. Van Rees;
Alternate, Rev. J. Schaver.

Radio Committee “Back to God Hour”: Rev. D. H. Walters; Rev. E.
B. Pekelder; Rev. H. Baker; Mr. Jacob De Jager; Mr. J. Van’t Hof;
Mr. P. Damsma; Rev. J. Ehlers; Mr. L. Beré; Mr. C. J. Den Dulk;
Rev. G. Postma; Dr. R. O. DeGroot; Mr. H. Hoving (The last four
men appointed for 1951-1954).

Calling Church for Next Synod: Broadway Ave. Christian Reformed
Church, Grand Rapids, Mich.

Committee for the Publication of Reformed Tracts: Rev. D. H. Wal-
ters; Mr. P. B. Peterson; Rev. J. Vander Ploeg; Prof. L. Berkhof;
Mr. G. Dykman; Mr. E. Postma; Rev. E. Boer; Rev. L. Veltkamp.
United Youth Committee: Rev. C. Witt; Mrs. C. Bouma; two more

-are to be appointed by the A.F.R.Y.W.S. and two by the Y.C.F.

26.

21.

28.
29,

30.

- 382,

33.

34.

. 3b.

~ 36.

Committee for Denominational Building: . J. Hekman; Mr. P. D.
Bouma; Mr. Herman Baker; Mr. James Ryskamp, Mr. Geo F. Wie-
land.

Committee on Education (Educational Committee): Rev. N. J. Mon-
sma; Rev. H. Dekker; Rev, A, A, Hoekema; Mr. Sidney VanTil; Dr.
W. Rooks; Rev. N. H. Beversluis; My. S. Bangma; (committee em-
powered to appoint another member).

Canadian Immigration Committee: Rev. P, J. Hoekstra; Mr, J. Van-
derVliet; Rev. A. Disselkoen; Mr, L. VandeVelde; Rev. J. M. Vande
Kieft.

Committee: for Korean Reformed Spiritual Relzef Dr. J. T. Hoog-
stra; Rev. T. Verhulst; Dr. J. Kromminga; Mr, A, Naber; Mr, E
Vermaat. )

Committee for Hugenot Relief: Holland-Zeeland Deacons Conference.

. Pension Plan for all Unordained Denominational and Classical Mis-

sion Workers: Mr. T. Noordewier; Mr. F. L. Winter; Mr. N. Van -
Valkenberg. ’ ' _

Contact Committee: Rev. E, Van Halsema and Stated Clerk. :
Fraternal Delegate to Assembly of Orthodox Presbyterian Church at
Denver, Colo.: Rev. M. Ouwinga; Alternate, Rev. H, Evenhouse.
Fraternal Delegate to Assembly of Reformed Presbyterian Church,
N.A.: (Synodical Committee pending selection of place.)

Special Advisory and Assisting Budget Committee for Synod of 1952:
Mr. G. Wieland; Mr. H. Hoekstra; Mr. M. DeYoung; Mr. H. Holt-
vluwer; Mr. F. L. Winter.

Commzttee to Prepare the Form of Erasure of Members by Baptzsm
Prof. S. Volbeda; Dr. J. T. Hoogstra; Rev. C. Groot; Prof. E. Y.

"Monsm4; Rev. T. Verhulst; Rev 0. Breen.

317.
38.
39..

40,

Reformed Missionary Council: . J. De Korne; Alternate Prof. H.
Boer; Second Alternate, Rev. R. De Ridder.

Pension Board of Calvin Collee and Seminary: Rev. J. Putt and
Mr. T. Noordewier.

Synodical Representative on Bible Tract League .(Former Faith,
Prayer and Tract League): Mr. J. Keuning.

Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee: Dr. P, Y. De Jong'; Rev.

- J. M. VandeKieft; One elder from Neland Ave; one elder from Den-

nis Ave;- one dea.con from Alpine Ave.; and one deacon from Grand-
ville Ave ' ‘
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Mrssion Principles Study Commitiee: Rev. J. Gritter; Rev, H, Pet-

roelje; Rev. J. Van Bruggen; Rev. H. Boer; Rev A H. Smit; Rev,
-+ H, Evenhouse; and elder Hero Bratt.
42. Revising Rules of Procedure for Synod: Rev.. M. Monsma., Rev. E.
Van Halsema; Rev, G. Hoeksema. .
43. Liason Man Amew'.can Home Bible League: Mr. G. Vander Werkom.
44. Committee to Study- Propriety of Annuity Bonds: Dr. J. Daane; Rev.

E. Tanis; Rev. H, De Mots; Mr. T. Workman; Mr. Ralph Dick.

45. Committee to Publish Sermons for Reading Services: Rev. J. Schuur-

46.
47.
48,
49.

50.
51.
'B2.

53.
54.

i3
56.
57.

58,

59.

man; Rev. J. C. Verbrugge; Rev. P. De Koekkoek. .
Commitiee on Particulor Synods: Rev. B. J. Baan; Rev. J. Breuker;
Rev. J. Griffioen; Rev. P. Van Tuinen; Rev. S. Kramer. ‘
Committee to Investigate Possibility of Misston Work in Pakiston:
Rev. L. Qostendorp; Rev.-C. Vanden Heuvel; Prof. E. Y. Monsma.
Delegate to-Free Magyar Reformed Church Synod: (Appointed by
Synodical Committee) .

Cominittee on the Improvement and Remszon of the Psalier Hymnaly
and Synodicolly Approved Hymn Book: -Dr. H. Bruinsma, Rev. D.
Van Halsema, Mr. M. Baas, Mr. A. Hartog, Miss -Johanna Oranje,
Mrs. Trena Haan, Prof. H. Zylstra, Rev. D. Walters, Dr. W. Rutgers,
Pyof. J. De Jonge, Prof. S. Swets.

Note: ' Your committee on appointments has enlarged this commit-
tee to 11 with the hope that the enlarged committee can care for both
of these matters,

Church Ovder Revision: Rev. M. Monsma; Dr. P. Y. De Jong; Rev.
-I. Van Dellen; Rev. J. Schaver; Dr. J. Kromminga.

Ecumenical Synod“Pmnmplefs of Education Committee: Dr. J. Van
Bruggen; Rev. Otto De Groot; Mr. H. J. Xuiper. .

Ecumenical Synod — Declaration on Creation und Evolution Commit-
tee: Dr. J. De Vries; Dr. P. Berkhout; Rev. J. Grifficen.

Committee to investigate whether Art. ?0 of the Church Order should
be removed, and ecclesiastical confirmation of marriage: Rev. B. Van
Someren; Rev. J. Vander Ploeg, Rev. A. Jabaay; Mr. J. Kuiper.
Committee for realignment of Missions and Churck Extension: Rev.
J. M. VandeKieft; Prof. E. Strikwerda; Prof. G. Stob; Rev. J. A.
Mulder; Rev. W. Brink; Dr. R. O. De Groot; Rev. R. De Ridder.
Commaittee to tnvestigate the Nyenbrink case: Rev. G. 8. Kok; Rev.
J. T. Holwerda; Rev. H. Bel.

Convmittee for Tranmslation of the Formulary for Marriage into the
Holland Language: Rev. C, Witt; Rev. J. Gritter.

Representative to Japan: Rev. H. Bruincoge; Alternate. Rev. E, Van
Baak.

Committee to Investigate the Seminary Situation: Rev. H. Baker;
Rev. P. VanTuinen; Dr. H. Kuiper; Rev. W. VanderHaak; Rev. D.
Walters; Rev. J. Vander Ploeg; Rev. G. Gritter. Prof. L. Berkhof,
Adviser.

Junior Colleges: Dr. H. Kuiper; Dr. R. Bfonkema; Rev. J. Breunker;
Rev. J. Griffioen; My, John Vander Ark; Mr. Arie VanGrouw.
Adopted.
ARTICLE 172

Synod instructs the Officers of Synod to approve the minutes of

the sessions of June 26.
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" ARTICLE 173

The two Clerks called on Dr. C. Bouma and are happy, indeed, to
find him considerably improved. Dr. Bouma is very appreciative of
the “interest of Synod and is éncouraged by the assurance that many

" prayers ascend to the Throne of Grace in his behalf.

ARTICLE 174

Rev. H. Baker, President of Synod, now delivers the followmg
address:

Fellow-Delegates:

As we come to the close of our sessions, our hearts respond to God’s
goodness with gratitude. We have spent several delightful days in the
service of our King. We have tried to do the Kingdom’s business con-
scientiously. s

It would be presumptuous to say, or even to think, that it could not
have been done better by others. Human frailties and limitations forbid

~ boasting. We trust that God will undo our mistakes and graciously use

what was good to the building of Zion.

It was a pleasure .to be your president. As Christian gentlemen you
have given me generous support and good will ]
~ Our congenial and esteemed vice-president, the Rev, Martin Monsma,

was our wise counsellor. His knowledge of Church Order and Synodical’
procedure contnbuted greatly to the efficient- performance of our common
task.

The first clerk, the Rev. William Haverkaryp, assisted by an able and
experienced ‘récorder, the Rev. John Gritter, has established for himself
a reputation for remarkable accuracy.

Our fellowship has been stimulating. Although you were very busy,
the strain of long days at Syned and in committee meetings did not occa-

sion disturbing fnctlon nor did it mar proper decorum in our public meet-~ '

ings.

The Synod of 1951 dared to break the preécedent of adjouring on Fri-
. day evening of the second week. Momentous decisions’ were made after
thoughtful and deliberate consideration. The delay ‘in adjournment, I
believe, was justifiable. May the days ahead prove its wisdom.
~ "We thank Prof. E. Y. Monsma ‘for the excellent arrangements for our
meetings, the office force for its efficient service in publishing the: re-
ports, the reporters for performing their arduous asks so faithfully and
the Seminary faculty and the President of Calvin College for their good
counse] and considerate participation in the discussion of the weighty
matters that were before us.

In the Spring of this year we celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of Cal-
vin’s existence. The Lord has wrought great things through our educa-
tional institutions and our people were jubilant. Calvin, called “A Tree
of Life” in the pageant presented at the public celebration, had humble
beginnings. The branches of that Tree have given -comfort to thousands
at home and abroad. They have yielded their fruits in the lives of men
and women who occupy places of responsibility in the Church, State and
Society. .

May the doubf with respect to doctrinal soundness and integrity of
certain teachers and their loyalty to the Faith of the Fathers — which .
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had cast an. ominous shadow on the fest1v1t1es—p10ve to have been un-
-warranted.

These are days ih which we must z€alously guard our heritage. In our
passion for the preservation of the truth we hold dear, let there always
be mutual appreciation of each other and criticisms without rancor. Great
is the blindness of people who in a day of apostasy and diverging trends
in education do not appreciate that we must be alert to these dangers.
May our teachers at Calvin love and uphold the truth as professed by
the Church of which they must be loyal servants.

Synod expresses its concern over the illness of Dr. Clarence Bouma and
earnestly looks to God for a restoration of. health.’

Synod regrets that Rev. Henry Schultze was compelled to ask for re-
lease from the office of the Presidency of Calvin College because of phy-

sical infirmities. For him and for Prof. Louis Berkhof, who has been
-intimately associated with our Seminary for 45 years, a testimonial din-
ner was arranged to acknowledge their outstanding services. )

The Synod of 1951 will not soon be forgotten. I shall only briefly enum-
erate its. accomplishments.

Seventeen graduates of our Seminary have been declared eligible for
calls in our churches.

"Dy, William Spoelhof was app0inted P1e51dent of Calvin College; Dr.-
Cornelius VanTil to a chair in our Seminary, the Rev. Richard De R1dder
Associate Secretary of Missions.

Clarification and amplification of the decisions of the Synod of 1928 re
amusements was agreed upon by unanimous vote. May they meet with
universal approval in oui Church. It is our conviction that the resolu-
tions agréed upon do not constitute a retreat from the position of 1928. -

We are profoundly aware of the dangers that beset our people today. .

They are just as real now —if not more so as in 1928. Television, the
liquor traffic, the mania for sports and recreation are actual dangers to
the Christian standards of good morals and conduct. ‘

The work in Canada was strengthened. The authorization of the call-
ing of a Negro missionary was a significant event at Synod.

Synod did not fail to try meeting the needs of our Seminary and we.
trust that the problems ‘and disagreements may be 1esolved sat)sfaetorlly
in the coming year:

And now, brethren, as we part may we carry the st1mulatlon and in-
formation we have received back to our congregations and Classes and
.promote the interests of our Church with joy and enthusiasm. .

May the Lord keep us safely on our way back to loved ones and our
churches and bless us until He, our glorious Lord and Savior, comes again.

Rev. H. Baker
ARTICLE 175

The Vice-President, Rev. M. Monsma, responds as follows:

Mr. President: :

I am sure that I am voicing the sentiments of Synod when 1 say that
we much appreciate the splendid leadership which you have given us
throughout these busy sessions of Synod. We thank you most heartily
for the fairmindedness with which you conducted the responsibilities
which were yours; for the firiendly cheerfulness with which you served-
us; for the composure of spirit which characterized your presidency.
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By God's grace,-what promised to be a difficult Synod, was after all
not overly difficult. This we attribute to the evident presence and opera-
tion of God’s Spirit. But He also saw fit to use you and your leadership
thus to bless us. We thank you heartily. )

May God bless you for length of years. :

: . - S . Rev. Martin Monsma
) ARTICLE 176
Motion to adjourn prevails. Synod sings “May the grace of Christ .
- our Savior,” etc. The President .of Synod leads in fervent pra) er of
thanksgiving and supphcatlo.n

Rev. H. Baker, President

Rev. M. Monsma, Vice-President
Rev. W. Haverkamp, First Clerk
Rev. J. Gritter, Second Clerk

The Minutes of Executive Sessions are in the file of the Stated Clerk.

ATTESTED A TRUE COPY
DR. R. J. DANHOF, STATED CLERK
944 NELAND AVE, S. E.

GRAND RAPIDS 7, MICHIGAN
: U. 8. A,
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 1
~ (Art. 52)

' THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION.

To the Synod of the Chm"tzan Reformed Church

© convening June, 1951, at Grand Rapids, Mich.,

Subject to the approval of Classes- Hudson and Hackensack

"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

The Board of the Paterson Hebrew M15510d herewith submits its.

- report of the activities in the year 1950 for your information and con-

sideration.

The -Paterson Hebrew Mission is under the dlrect jurisdiction of
Classes Hudson and Hackensack, and is conducted by a Board con-

sisting of four members of each of the aforementioned Classes.

The Board is constituted the same as the previous year and is as
follows: Rev. H. Bouma, President; Dr. O. Holirop, Vice-President;
Mr. S. E. Greydanus, Secretary; Mr. Richard Meyer, Treasurer; Rev.

‘E. Boeve; Rev. B. E. Spalink; Mr. J. De Leeuw; and Mr. A. Atema.

The Mission workers are the same as the previous year and are as
follows: Rev. John R. Rozendal, Superintendent; Miss Martha Ro-
zendal, Nurse and full time worker; Miss Wilhelmina Tuit, full time
worker; Dr. Peter G. Berkhout and Dr. Wendell H.- Rooks, Physi-

- clans,

The activities of the Mission are centered and go out from the Mis-
sion Building at 253 Hamilton Ave., Paterson, N. J.

The method under which the Mission workers are operating i3

' ~ known as the Method of the Mission House. This is.an old and es-

tablished method which has proven to be the most effective. The ele-
ments included in this method are Teaching, Preaching, Personal Work
and a Dispensary. This method is the result of years of experiment
and experience. Rev. Bregman, Rev. Schultz and others have de-
veloped this method and has been further developed by our Superin-
tendent, Rev. John R. Rozendal.

The Word of God must be the foundation of all Mission work; The E

Jew does not even know the Old Testamment. What he knows is.
distorted by the Talmud and teachings of the Rabbi. If a Jew can be
induced to read the Old Testament and especially portions like Tsaiah
53, which are kept from him by his leaders, then he is ready for the.
New Testament which he has been taught by the Jewish leaders to
avoid.
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Personal work is very important. In that way one may bring the

Jew with God’s blessing to the Mission. Hundreds of Jews are reached -

through personal work that do not enter the Mission. Over 1,000 New
Testaments have been placed in Jewish homes, these are left only upon
promise that they will read the same. Quite often one can witness and

-deal with the Jew when one is alone with him much better than when
.others are present. The Jew fears very much the public opinion of
“his fellow Jews. Over 100 such visits are made every month by the

Superintendent and Workers.

The Dispensary has been a means of bringing Jews into the Mis-
sion to hear the Gospel. Before the patients see the Doctor a Gospel
meeting is held with them. It is made clear to them that the service
of the dispensary is given in the name of Jesus Christ by Christian
Doctors. ManyJews were brought into our Mission this way.

By means of the various Bible classes about 20 Jewish children re-

ceive istruction in the Old and New Testament and in the Reformed

doctrine every week. These children come with the consent of the
parents. Some are brought by the parents themselves. Some of the
mothers attended the mission also as children.

Then there are the Women’s Bible Classes consisting of one-half
hour of sewing and one hour of Bible instruction. English is also

taught to some, all in connection with Bible lesson. Furthermore the

Gospel meetings are held on Saturday evenings and Sunday evenings.
Once per month a special service is held attended by members of one of

- the local Churches. The Pastor of this church gives the message. The -
" _purpose of this meeting is to get our people acquainted with the Mis-
" sion and also to have our Jewish people meet our church people.

As Board we know that the Lord is blessing the work of our Mis-

sion and that it is through the Lord’s blessing that many Jews recetve

the Gospel every week in the Mission. It is because the Lord opens
doors so that our Mission workers are welcome in so many Jewish

- homes in the City of Paterson.

‘The Board is still exploring the poséibility of establishing another

- ‘mission m another Jewish center of Patérson or in one of the suburbs

of Paterson but nothing concrete has developed so far and therefore
the Board is not ready to report or come with a definite recommenda-
tion. '

For a further, more detailed report of the activities of the Mission,

~ kindly note the attached report of our Superintendent, Rev. John R.
Rozendal: Also attached is the Annual report of the Treasurer, Mr.
. Richard Meyer and the Proposed Budget for 1952,

We trust that this report will give you a general 6versight of the
work and activities of the Paterson Hebrew Mission for the year of
1950. '
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In conclusion the Board herewith -expresses its appreciation to Su-

perintendent, Rev. John R. Rozendal, the Mission workers and the .

PHysicians for their devotion for this important Kingdom work and
their difficult labor that they perform in bringing. the Gospel to the
Jewish people. :
May we ask for your continued- support —moral and financial —

and above all, your continued prayers. May the Lord be with you and
bless you ‘in your’ deliberations. '

Respectfully submitted,

The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board

S. E. GREYDANUS, Secretary

SUPERINTENDENT S REPORT

ESTE]:MI:D BrRETHREN :

We deem it a privilege to report on the work of the Patersoh He- °

" brew Mission during the year 1951. QOur work proceeds according to

regular schedule. Classes are held for adults and children in ‘which

_ - they are taught the Old and New Testaments as well as Reformed
" doctrine. We have an enrollment of 25 Jewish children who attend

regularly every week to receive Bible instruction. These children
come with the consent of the parents. During the summer months
we held- a daily Vacation Bible School for eight days. Twenty-two -
Jewish children were entolled and the total attendance for the eight

- days was 130. At the close of the session we took them for an outing

to Terrace Lake. On Saturday, December 23, we held our Christmas

. services and the children rendered the entire program. K Miss W. Tuit

prepared a dialogue including the Messianic prophecies of the Old -
Testament as well as the New Testament material on the birth, death,
and resurrection' of our Lord: Many of the parents of the children
were also present. A total of 21 children took part in the services and
35 Jewish adults were present. A junior Girl's class was begun this
year to provide instruction for those who will soon enter High School.
Sixteen Jewish ladies were enrolled in the Ladies’ classes during
1950. They were faithful in attending every week, some of them on
Monday as well as Wednesday. Miss M. Rozendal teaches the class
on Monday evening. The average attendance during the year was 10,
On Wednesday evening Miss W, Tuit teaches the class and the aver-

- age attendance was 6.

Our Dispensary is held on Tuesdays at 2 P.M. with Dr. P. G. Berk-
hout in charge and at 7 P.M. with Dr. W. L. Rooks in charge. A ~
Gospel service is held before each clinic. “

Our Gospel meetings on Saturday evening were attended falthfully
The average attendance was 12 Jews. A total of ‘399 visitors from our
local churches also aitended the services on Saturday: and Sunday eve-
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ning and our regular iMonfhly Special services. At these Special ser-
vices one of the local churches has charge of the meeting.” Their pas-

- tor gives the méssage and members of his church supply music. Afrer

the services an hour of fellowship is enjoyed at which our Jewish
. friends can meet their Christian friends. The average attendance at
these services the past year was 22 Jews. -

Much personal work is done by the staff in the homes and shops of
‘the Jewish people. Miss M. Rozendal who also serves as nurse calls
‘on the sick in their homes. We distribute Bibles, New Testaments,’
Gospels, Back to God Hour literature as well as the Shepherd’s Voice
" and tracts. In this way we reach many Jews who otherwise do not
enter the mission,

The members of the staff were privileged to give a total of 10 ad-
- dresses before various groups in our churches on Jewish LEvangelism.
In this way our people become more acquainted with the work.

Two members of the staff had the pleasure of attending the Con-
vention of the Hebrew Christian Alliance in Cleveland, Ohio, for a
week during the month of August. It was an inspiration to meet so
many missionaries, most of them Jews, and to speak with them about
“the work. . ) .

Every month Miss W. Tuit contributes the Children’s Page to the
_ publication “The Shepherd’s Voice” while your superintendent, Rev.
J. Rozendal, also writes an article every month for this paper, which
is distributed to many Jewish people throughout the country.

There are amongst our Jewish people who attend the Mission who
show signs of faith, in Christ. Mrs. M. W. freely testiftes to her
friends about Jesus Christ. She faithfully attends the services and

reads her New Testament. Mrs. E. G. has attended the services in ° -

.the Third Chr. Ref. Church of Paterson. On Thursday, January 4,
she attended the special prayer services held in Paterson 3. She is
trying to also wilness to her husband and children. At one time this
woman was a member of the communist Chorus in this city. Pray
" for these and other Jewish people who are willing to suffer the criti-
.cism and scorn of their Jewish friends and neighbors because they at-
tend the services at the Mission.

Finally, let us repeat what we have said before, namely that we as
a thurch should open more Jewish mission stations throughout our
land. There are many cities where our churches are located where
‘there also is found a large Jewish population. Cleveland, Ohio; Roch-
- ester, New York; Washington, D. C., Los Angeles, Calif.; Detroit,
' Mich.; and many more cities. Perhaps if we had a denominational
" board to sponsor Jewish Evangelism, the work would receive a wider
- emphasis.

The Board of the Paterson Hebrew Mission has always been ready
and willing te cooperate with the workers and we owe much to their
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cooperation and assxstance and encouragement in thls often very diffi-

cult work.
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May the Lord bless the meetmgs of Synod so that 'the work of the

Kingdom of God may prosper in these days of crisis.

The following is a record of attendance at the various meetings of

the Paterson Hebrew Mission from ]an 1, 1950, to Dec. 31, 1950.

No. of Total
: Meetings  Attendance
 Saturday Evening Gospel Meeting.......ccoooooooooo... 46 569
Special Monthly Services......cccoo...e. e B, . 134
Clinie, Tuesday Evening. ......ooceocvonneennns 41 156
Ladies Bible Class Wednegday Evening.. - 36 - 203
Ladies Bible Class Monday Evening........ . 32 337
Sunday Evening Gospel Meetmg ....... - 45 241
Clinic Tuesday Evening. ............ 38 109
English and Bible Class..... et e e e aneea e ra e ane 57 152
. Girls’ Bible Class.............. prerametee e n e eeenns .. T8 562
Boys Class .o .. 40 122
Junior Girls’ Bible Class........ .29 66
Visits to Homes, Shops, ete.. 1,592
Bibles Given Out . 9
New Testaments Given Ou.............. 99
© Traets Given Out eeeeenraneran e 2,471
Gospels Given Oub...........covoiiiiienieeeee 64

These records show the attendance of Jews only, and do not in-

clude visttors from our churches.
' ' Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Joun R. RozENDAL, Supt

S. E. GrReEYDANUS, Sec.
. FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1950

Balance on hand January 1, 1950............. eome et gaean PSR
Income from General Fund ......................................... $ 11,400.00
Interest on Bonds and Certificates Deposzt ..... 337.75
L6315 4 1TSS emreaen 230.00
OIF@IINES o imemieeceeen oo e aam e e eeaamameea e snenn e ee s 122.00
Return of Premium. ..oyl 41.00 .

Return of Convention Money..........ceomn 15.00
Total TNCOIME .oemeoecececeeeieiercees et e et oo ee s emsans e

Total with Balance........c.commeeene e
: Disbursements . .
Water, Light, Gas_.........coemieccneceen $ 78.36
Salaries, Net ... ~-$ 7,583.49

Withholding TaX ..o 330.98 7,914.45

Rent for Home......o.ocoovieieeeeeecraeee . 600.00

BONUS et 600.00
- Janitorial Work ... 337.85 .

Expenses for Station Wagon 218.58

§ 1,324.33

$ 13,470.08 |

|

$ 12,145.75 |
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- Supplies for Mission. ' 381.91
- Repairs and Pamtmg ettt ea et e r s rane 242.68

MiISCEIANCOUS  woveteeeeeneeieseeeeeeieee e e aanae 217.25.
Fuel ... e rteh e Aea S oAt e 1oe et et et st teete s et natemenem saeesamn 205.52
Insurance ............ - 98.31
Medical Supphes . 62.35
TelePBONE .o rr e e 136.60
Office EXPENSE oooeeieeiieceree e oo ace e 6.27

Total Disbursements ..o ooiieiieiereeeeeeee D _11,095.13

Balance, Dec, 31, 1950 oo d 2,374.95

Held in. Bldg. Fund Account in Bonds and Savmgs Aceount........ $ 14,000.00

Held in Bonds in Reserve Fund........ i 5,000.00
Total Assets of the Paterson Hebrew Mlssion, Dec, 31, 1950

Cash in Bank... $ 2,374.95

- U. 8. Government Bonds .............. et 10,000.00

Savings ACCOUNT oo e et et 9,000.00

Turniture and Equipment............ e 2,000.00
Building at 253 Hamilton Ave....... ettt et e 7,000.00
Total ASSetS ..o, e e $ 30,374.95

Auditor’s Report
1 have exammed the bhooks and records of the Paterson Hebrew Mission
and found them to be correct, and in agreement with the bank records
from January 1, 1950, to December 31, 1950, inclusive.
(Signed (Melvin W. Monroe)

Proposed Budget for 1952

Rev. John R. Rozendal, Salary. ..o $ 8,200.00
- Martha Rozendal, Salary........ —  2,200.00
- .. Wilhelming Tuit, Salary.... e 2,200.00
"Dr. Peter G. Berkhout. e 540.00
Dr, Wendell H. Rooks...... 360.00
Janitor’s Service....cccoione-... e e e e e 364,00
- . $ 8,864.00
Rent, Missionary’s HOmMe......oimmruerrrospecmmsciecronee 600.00
Auto Maintenance, including }
Insurance and License................... s 300.00
Fuel - -1 300.00
- Gas, Light, Water, Telephone 250.00
‘Supplies for Mission Work... - 400.00
Repairs and Maintenance...... 500.00
IRSUTANCE oo 100.00
Medical Supplies and L‘xpense&. 200.00
Miscellaneots ..o s 150.00
Eguipment : 100.00

$ 2,000.00
Total BUAZEt. oo ooero oo 11,764.00
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Estxmated Income

CGeneral TUNA .o $ 11,114, 00

Offerings _....eccoeeeeeeees e meeeaeeatmeevesememoetesteas e aseemeen e 200.00
Interest on Bonds and Savings 400.00
Donations ......coceceeee... 50.00

$ 11,764.00

The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board respectfully 1equest a quota of ’
35 cents per family for the year 1902

| To the Synod of 1951.

The Christian Reformed Ckurch in America. .
EsTEEMED BRETHREN:.

NILASSIS HUDSON in its session of January 23, 1951, approved

the reports of the Paterson Hebrew Mission Board and -the Su-
perintendent, the Rev. J. R. Rozendal (Article 11, minutes of said
date). The financial report with the indicated correction was approved
for communication to your honorable body, Art.-12. The proposed
budget of the Paterson Hebrew Mission was approved with one amend-
ment as stated in this quotation from Article 13 of the minutes: “A
motion prevails to raise the salary of the Rev. J. R. Rozendal from
$3,200.00 to $3,400.00 in view of the fact that the Board of the Chi-
cago Jewish Mission has given this raise to their missionary. There- -
upon a motion prevails to approve the proposed budget as thus
amended.”
Humbly Submltted,

. Carr. KrROMMINGA 7
Stated Clerk of Classis Hudson
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 2
(Arts. 57, 58)

THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

To the S ynod of the Christion Reformed Church to convene
June, 1951, in Grand Rapids, Mwingcm

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

\HE advisory council met on December 5 and 6 to assist in plan-
ning the work of the American Bible Society for the year 1951.
It were the dark days when the daily reports told us how the forces
of the United Nations were driven back on every front in Northern
Korea. The uncertainty in the world affairs caused us with greater
- fervor to plead for the guidance of the Spirit of God; for there was
" the firm determination that the work of printing and distributing the
Word of God must vigorously be carried on. If ever, then in this dark
~ hour, the world needed the only light that can dispel the darkness.

- In such moments it is well to “think upon the days of old, the years
departed long,” and to see what God has wrought. We had before us

- - the figures of ‘the year 1949 of the number of Scriptures distributed

by our American Bible Society. Let me give these. They indude Bibles,
Testaments and other Scripture portions.

In the United States... ..4,727,626 volumes
~In Foreign Fields.. ‘. .--3,788,420 volumes
" Through the Emergency Fund ........ 554,120 volumes

Total e 9,015,174 volumes

To which must be added Scriptures produced from materials fur-
nished by our society, about 3,000,000.

From all indications the number of Scriptures for 1950 will far ex-
ceed this number as demands for larger shipments reach the office
from many parts of the globe. The churches should try to heed the
call for God’s Word, wherever there is an opening.

The world situation presents many distressing uncertainties. There
is first of all the possibility of a third world war. The A. B. S. has
~ half a million Testaments ready for the military forces; but if there
should be a general mobilization there ought to be ready in a few .
‘months two million more copies.

The A. B. S. is working against time to get still larger supplies into
~.China. In 1950 we sent a hundred tons of paper to China and Scrip-
tures were printed as fast as facilities and funds would permit. We
can not send the printed Bibles, but the communist government allows
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the printing of Scriptures if materials are supplied. How long this
will last nobody knows; but more than 2;500,000 were finished by the
end of July, and the A. B. S. tries to increase the output to have the
Bible depots in China well supplied before the door is entirely closed.
Eastern Germany under Soviet control presents another difficult
field. Neither Scriptures nor printing material can be shipped in from
the United States; but the Dutch and Swedish Bible Societies have
been able to do so. However, they cannot afford to do this, therefore
our Bible Society tells them to- ship in whatever they can and we pay
for it. We do not know how long this door may remain open. Condi- -
tions in this part of Germany are deplorable. Whole districts are with-

-out any Scriptures for the people.

Another uncertainty is the question, how far the British Bible So- - ‘

" ciety will be limited in their work of supplying the Bible to the coun-

tries where they have done so for many years and formerly assumed
full responsibility. With the depreciation of the Pound sterling the
prices for materials have greatly increased and the sources of income

. have lagged. Let us ot criticize too severely, for the British for years

back gave twice as much per capita than we did; and on that basis
they are still ahead of us in offering for Bible distributién today. But
our society has already stepped in at the request of the British society,
to help them with materials and printing in some of their fields,

But there are also some unusually bright spots in this world. ]apan
is one of these. Since-the close of the war the A. B. S. has printed in
the U. S. and shipped to Japan more than 3,000,000 volumes. Today
thru the Japan Bible Society, an extensive printing program is carried
on in their countiry. The goal was set for 1950 at three million vol-
umes. This has been achieved. The goal for 1951 is five million. More
than a hundred colporteurs are now at work in Japan, selling Scrip-
tures to people who can afford to pay and giving them to those who
can not pay but are eager to read. More Scriptures and more col-
porteurs are needed.

The other bright spot is Brazil. Here also is found.an increasing
demand for complete Bibles. The 100,000 which were sent this year

- were snatched up as rapidly as they arrived and an emergency call

came for 300,000 more Bibles, besides for a large number of Testa-
ments. This order is speeded up by our. Society for quick shipment.

When we look at the situation in our own country, we find here
also, in spite of the growing spirit of secularization, an increased
demand for the Word of God in almost every field. The colporteurs
who are working especially in the Southern States, report situations
which seem almost unbelievable; people who have never seen a Bible.
They find this more so among the white than among the colored peo-
ple. These colporteurs reach families in the remotest districts, and the
demand for the Word of God is increasing.
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The work for the bimd has partlcular s1gmﬁcance because it brmgs

.o+ the message of the light of the world to those who are physically in
- darkness. The A. B. S. is making good progress in publishing the
~_Bible in the Braille of other languages, and also in the “talkmg book™.
" .records in the English language. The need for this' work is evident by

- the fact that last year 19,000 volumes and 64,000 records were sold |~

o for the nominal sum of 25 cents per book and per record.

“The translation work is carried on vigorotisly under the ‘able direc-
. tion of Secretary Dr. Eugene Nida, and ‘the number of languages. in
which at least a part of the Bible has been translated is now well passed

- the 1,000 mark.

- As we reported last year the Umted Bible Societies are now work- .

'.ing in close cooperation to print and to distribute the Word of God in .
every country and field where we can find entrance. Every church -

~interested in mission work realizes the tremendous help given by the
Blble Sacieties by supplymg the missionaries with Scr1ptures in-the

- language of the nation or tribe among whom they work,’ -
_ It was an msparahon for us as. délegates to recewe the reports from
" the field and to plan the work for the new year. God’s. Word is the -
light of the World.. I am sure, we all are gratelul that our church-
does its share in supporting this work. May I, therefore, kindly re-
“quest Synod to recommend this cause urgently to our churches for

o moral and ﬁnanual support.

Respeetfully submitted, _
: HessrL Bouma
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' SUPPLEMENT NO. 3
: (Art. 162) .

JUNIOR COLLEGES _

| To the Synod of tke C hmstzan Reformed Church, meeting in J une, 1951 E
_ ESTEEM]‘_‘D BrETHREN :

' THE mandate of your committee on _'Iumor Colleges is recorded on o

~ page 81 of the Acts of Synod of 1950. It reads as follows:

“Synod instruct the study committee on Junior Colleges to pubhsh e

- and distribute a digest of this comprehensive report (the report of your
- committee found in the Acts of Synod of 1950 on pages 301-315) in
suitable form to foster discussion of the problem within school boards;
elders’ conferences, faculties, alumni associations, ete.” _ 7
. Your ‘committee has sought to comply with this mandate by forming'

“a- digest of its original report and by seeking widespread distribution . -

of this digest through its publication in The Banner. When this move
failed, we published the digest in pamphlet form and dxstrabuted it
far and wide.

And now e hereby submit our digest to your honorable body for

approval. Respectfully,

HrrMman-Kureer, Chairman
LaMBERT BERE
Berr P. Bos :
Perer A. ToEksTRA
WiLLiaM SPOELHOF
SAMUEL STEEN o
_ " Raveu Browxema, Secrefary.
INTRODUCTION : SR _
The following is a digest of the report on the question of junior
colleges prepared by vour committee in answer to the 1948 Synod—_
ical mandate, :

Your committee humbiy admlts that this report does not contain a:

+ final answer to the mandate. Qur task is further comphcated by “the k
fact that, since the report was written, a national cr151s has arisen which

‘will seriously affect the junior college question. " With the present
draft requirements, it is predicted that enrollment at Calvin College
will drop from 1,200 to 800 students in the year 1951-52. The section
~of the report on estimated budget also did not take into consideration

the rising cost of living, but was based on the 1949 wage-price mdex S

. Two years i$ a.long time to ‘consider a problem, especially when one
considers that a committee has. already reported on the question in
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11948, The mandate to your present commitlee was more extensive
. than the 1948 report. The nine points of the 1948 mandate opened
many complicated problems which even-those who framed it could not
possibly have foreseén. The mandate involved far more than a con-
sideration of the question whether junior colleges should or should not
.be established. It implied that your committee consider a possible long-
range program affecting the interests of a real Christian educational

policy from kindergarten to university. .

The more your committee studied the question, the more it became
impressed with the need for a thorough review of the whole institu-
. tional program, each item studied in relation to the other, and not
treated separately and as the need arises. However, we cannot sus-
" pend action to await such a re-evaluation of our whole denominational
program.

We submit the following digest W1th the hope that this whole matter
will receive your vital interest and careful attention.

Respectfully,
Junior Correce CoMMITTEE.

PUBLIC JUNIOR COLLEGES —HERE TO STAY

The recent demand for junior colleges among our Christian Re-
formed people is a subject of vital concern not only to Christan edu-
cators, but to every member of our church. * And this for the reason
- that the future of our church and of our entire Reformed tradition
is involved in our Christian school system.

An educated laity is indispensable to the preservation of our Re-
formed heritage. That is true in the specific knowledge of Christian
doctrine, but it is also true in the larger sense of Christian education
in which the Kingship of Christ is. applied to every sphere of life.
We cannot overemphasize the strategic importance of our Christian
school system in the Reformed scheme.

In recent years the “junior college” or the “‘community college”
movement in the American educational scene has experienced a phe-
nomenal growth. Indeed, the junior college is here to stay. If this
movement can find a significant place in the Christian educational pat-
tern, it would be foolhardy to discourage this trend among our own
people. To do so would make us remiss in our duty to our Reformed
hentage which demands an educated laity.

NorMmaL TraINING ScHoOOLS

The demand for jumor colleges among our Christian Reformed
people is.regional, arising primarily from those areas where there is
_an acute Christian school teacher shortage. Tt is especially vocal in-
Northwest Iowa and the Beliflower area of California.
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- Extension of home influence during the period of youthful im-
maturity is- a supporting argument for the establishment of junior.
colleges, but it is not the primary one. Even if four jumior colleges
should be established, these colleges would still be regional. Whether
a student travels 200 or 700 miles to school will not make a consider-

‘able difference in home influence. The primary reason for the de-

mand, as we have found it, is to provide teacher training in those
areas where there is a critical shortage of Christian school teachers..

‘Part of the difficulty in considering the establishment of junior
colleges, is the fact that the place of the junior college in the entire .
American educational pattern is not yet fixed. Perhaps the junior
college will not continue to remain as a separate unit. The most
recent trend in reorganization is the establishment of a four-year unit

. called variously, a “four-year junior college”, a “community college”,

or a “people’s college”. These seek to unite the last two years of high
school and the first two years of college into one unit. But perhaps
such considerations are not our immediate concern.

However, we must be concerned with what our institutions might
become, once they have been established. There are sentiments which
show that in some areas a teacher-training program patterned after
the liberal arts emphasis as it exists at Calvin is not the type of insti-
tution which is desired. Rather, the objective seems to be a tech- -

* nical, -two-year, terminal course, community college. Such a shift

in direction 1s not merely a matter of setting up and running a school.
It is a matter involving policy and principle, a philosophy of education,
if you will.

GOALS AND VALUES

Before we think of expanding our Christian school system, it is
well to ask ourselves, “What do we mean by Christian education ?”

The answer that to date has been given this question, as it is em-
bodied in our elementary, secondary and higher schools, is, after all,
only a partial one. Is it not significant that we have not yet developed

" a definite statement of the Christian philosophy of education to which

all our educators and lay leaders unqualifiedly subscribe? The National
Union of Christian Schools is working zealously on such a definition.
Members of the Calvin faculty have worked on it with some results.
Christian Teachers’ Alliance groups in scattered areas are also working
on such a statement. :

Having arrived at a formal statement of a philosophy of education,
however, is merely a step, not a goal. Such a philosophy of education
must percolate down to the teacher in every classroom and permeate
all of his teaching.
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All this has a bearing upon the junior college movement. If we

. could afford to defer action, it would be desirable to wage a two-year

éducational propaganda campaign which would aim at clarifying issues,

establishing our values, and counting the cost before we bulld the
tower. . :

That cost is not merely financial. First and foremost, we believe,
-is the requirement that the education given in our schools be Christian

- education. Any mere aping of typical American educational trends by o

pious teachers will not meet such a requisite.

Christian education, to deserve the name, involves two primary con-
- siderations. First, we believe that it must be permeated by a Chris-
tian philosophy of education which embraces every level of instruction
and every subject in the curriculum. Second, it must strive for high
" academic standards befitting the study of God’s total revelation.

) That we have not yet achieved the first of these is evident in our
" lack of a definite statement of the Christian philosophy of education.
That we have not yet achieved the second is evident in the fact that a’
number of our Christian high schools have not yet been fully accredited.
And Calvin College, the capstone of our educational system, has not
- yet attamed the high goals which its founders envisioned.

ARE WE READY?

" Are we then ready at the present time to support adequately a junior.
college program which shall aim to give our young people a truly
- Christian education? Are we ready to meet the financial demands
which the establishment of up- to-standard junior colleges- would
require of us?
 In order to answer these questions, your committee has prepared and
submitted questionnaires to all the consistories of the Christian Re-
. formed churches in the United States, and to all our Christian high
school principials. 'We have also sent regional questionnaires to con-
sistories in areas where the problem seemed to be of special interest.
. In addition, we have used the letters and oral reports of representa-
* tive leaders, educators and others, whose opinions were asked, and
“local studies by individual members of the committee.

Is Norruwest lowa Rreapy? ,

In Northwest Iowa the demand has appeared strongest. Here we
have found that certain church and lay leaders see an irmmediate need
to meet the demands of the new Iowa teacher certxﬁcatlon law, and
" of 2 critical Christian school teacher shortage.

“The results of our survey in a local study showed that a scant
- majority of those whose opinions were asked were ready to acknowl-
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' edge ‘the need of establishing a junior college. And less than a-
" majority were able to affirm that the local junior college would be

adequately supported financially.

‘A second questionnaire was sent to all the consistories of Classxs'
Oraunge City, to almost all of the consistories of Classis Sioux Center,
and to many consistories in the southern half of Classis Minnesota.
It contained these questions, with the answers as given in parenthesis

. 1. Do you favor the establishment of a Junlor College ‘

in Northwest Iowa?
(19, Yes — 12, No)

2 Do you think that a goodly proportion of your mem-
. bers are in favor of the estabhshment of a Junior Col-
lege in Norhwest Iowa? .

(11, Yes — 12, No)

3. Do you think that your members are willing to make

. an extra contribution in'order that we may have such
- a school in these parts? That is, do you think that your
members are willing to- help erect a Junior College
building in ease Synod should declare itself in favor of
the establishment of a Jumior College in Northwest
Towa?

(11, Yes — 20, No)
How Apour THE BELLFLOWER AREA?

- Well-nigh complete polls of the California area indicate that the
vast majority is in favor of a junior college in the Southland, but these
people are not ready to promise large sums to get started. The de- -
mand, therefore, includes that such a junior college be a denomination-
ally subsidized institution. , ,

There is an interdenominational orthodox college in Santa Barbara
which is making its appeal to our people for co-operation. Recently,
however, a representative group of men of our churches in Southern’
California met in the interest of the junior college movement. A ma-

- jority of them expressed themselves as definitely inferested in a pos-

sible junior college for our own people in California — one that from
the start shall proceed under the wing of Calvin. - ’
Two leaders have asked whether an extension course of intensified

' character, say of six weeks, could be offered soon for our West Coast
" teachers, by a Calvin professor from the department of education.

This course would then serve as a feeler and possibly a forerunner

TuE PATERSON AREA
Polls taken indicate that there is no pressing insistence for a junio
college in the Paterson area. But there does exist a demand th:i

~of a junior college. J

warrants further. study. The apparent consensus is that a Christia
Junior College would be beneficial-to the area and a fiitting capston

|

_to the recent consolidation move.
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» CHICcAGO AND VICINITY
At the present time there is no lively interest in a junior college
- arising from the people in the Chicago area. The majority of those
interested favor an institution of the community college type.

Paciric NORTHWEST
The Pacific Northwest area is not affected by a substantial demand.
Several statements by leaders were received which indicate that stu-
dents from this area would still go to Calvin College even if a junior
college were established in.California. . .

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
One fact not disclosed in the above survey does have a bearmg on
the question. Wherever the demand occurs it is a demand arising
from the educated leaders in these areas and from those who seuse
the value of higher education for their children. The survey does
not indicate that the demand arises from the grass roots of the
déenomination.

: LESSONS TO BE LEARNED ‘

If Synod should agree in the demand to establish regional junior
colleges, there are available for its guidance lessons to be learned
from the Grundy College and Chicago Christian Junior College
experiments.

In the case of Grundy, there were primarily two factors which led
to its failure. The first of these was a lack of authoritative super-
_vision, and the second was the depression. Aid for Grundy was
sought wherever it could be: obtained, even. from non-Reformed
groups, with resulting. compromise. A too hasty Basis of Agreement
between Grundy and Calvin College also served to sow the seeds of
discontent.

Lessons to be derived from the Chicago Christian Junior College
experiment arise from the reasons for its early failure, These include
the fact that the teaching staff was not at all a like-minded group, with
a common view of life and education; the lack of a building of its
own, since classes were held in available rooms at the Christian High
School; owing to the depression money was hard to get.

COUNTING THE COST

_ Among the primary concerns in the establishment of regional junior
colleges are the administrative considerations such as cost of building,
equipment, and operating expenses; problems of accreditation; securing
quahﬁed teachers; and adequate library and other facilities.

EsriMaTED BUDGET )
According to the 1949 wage-price index, a total of $31,500 was
estimated as the minimum annual operating expense for a junior col-
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lége’of- 100 students. With 100 students all paying full cost, each

" would have to pay $315 annually to meet this budget.

PROBLEM OF ACCREDITATION :
Accreditation by the state, by other colleges and universities, or by

recognized accrediting agencies, is a matter frequently underestimated

in Christian school circles. In the main, the demands of accrediting

‘agencies are fair enough. Even if they did not exist, we should not

be satisfied with a school that could not meet these requirements.

.Factors investigated by accrediting agencies include such things as
training of instructors, salaries, incentives to faculty growth, provi-
sion for leaves of absence and for faculty retirement, and college aim

‘and pattern. It must be remembered that accreditation once gamed

can easily be lost.

&

ADEQUATE FACILITIES

Physical plant involves far more than a set of classrooms. Of prime
consideration to accrediting agencies are such matters as_site; general
type of buildings; service systems; classrooms, laboratories, and office
facilities; library buildings; facilities for health service, recreation
and athletics; dormitories; auditoriums or assembly rooms.

A 100-student junior college would need as a minimum 7 or 8 rooms.
It is possible that temporary arrangements for building accommo-
dations may be made with a Christian High School Association. In
that case, however, the fact needs emphatic underscoring: @ junior
college is not a slightly expended nor even a glorified high school.
This applies to teaching staff as well as to organization. If the junior
college is to use the same building, it should have separate quarters
for various activities. a

Indispensable to college work is an adequate library. The initial
expense of furnishing books, reference works and periodicals for the
most meager of beginnings is as much a part of original outlay as the
expense of providing windows for the building.

QUALIFIED TEACHERS i
The problem of securing qualified teachers is always a serious one.

.President Henry Schultze in his recent report to the Board of Trustees

disclosed that should Calvin meet the demands of its accrediting asso-
ciation, Calvin’s staff must be augmented by at least thirty additional
men.

On the junior college level the problem ‘is not as serious, only because

‘a junior college can to some extent satisfy itself with men with M.A.
‘degrees. However, the additional qualification of fitness for Chris-

tian education must still be met. Therein lies the greatest problem
of availability of staff members. - -
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These are not insurmountable problems, however. "The number of
Calvin graduates entering graduate schools is ever mcrcasmg, and many
of these men -desire to teach in a Christian college given the oppor-
tunity. However, a persistent shortage remains in such fields as
_ modern languages philosophy, mathematics, ancient languages, and
physics. A junior college should not be established until adequately
trained and qualified personnel are available.

CHURCH OR SOCIETY CONTROL?

~ There is little material in this report, thus far, which is disputable.
But we arrive at a crucial point when discussing the matter of ecclesi-
astical or society control.

" There is a real danger, we fear, that the question of junior colleges
will be judged solely in the light of this problem. Such a shift in issue
would be unwelcome to your committee which views the problem as a_
‘much larger one than manner of control.  Of first consideration, we
believe, is the adequate. development of our young people in terms of a
truly Christian education. However, the issue of control cannot be
side-stepped.

A careful study of all the Agenda and Acts of Synod from 1894 to
1948 shows that the Christian Reformed denomination stands com-
mitted to the following principles regarding church control of education:

The maintenance of a system of -higher academic education
" is not a duty of the church. This was repeated time and again
and culminated in two synodical decisions, 1898 and 1912, to

‘transfer Calvin College to a private society. Both a,ttempts
were abandoned within a few years.

Equally insistent were past synods in upholdmg that the
church has a right to maintain a college, and thls on two
‘considerations:

First, the church is-entrusted with the spiritual catre of its
members, and a college which enhances the spiritual potential
of the church may come under the jurisdiction of the church,

Second, the church may have ultimate jurisdiction over the
.- college but “met dat de kerk-ambtelijk door hare organen het
’ onderwus geve”, .

Almost all of the arguments advanced by successive Synods for
thé right to maintain a college are given in a report to the 1926 Synod.

TuEe GREATER ISSUE
Thus synodical pronouncements and past practices do not give a
“clue to a final solution of the problem. These pronouncements and
practices have given rise in our denomination to two very definite
“points of view, one for society control of Calvin College,  and another
. ‘for church control of Calvin College. Thé extension of church owner-
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ship to the regional junior college may well cause the focus of the
whole issue to fall on manner of control rather than on the greater
issue which desperately needs unanimity, that is, how the spiritual
potential of our denomination can best be cultivated.

The problem of ‘Christian junior colleges cannot be viewed properly -

‘apart from the whole system of Christian education. The question

then is, do our people want truly Christian education? Do we take

seriously its essential character and whatever demands this may make -

upon us?

Being Reformed or Calvinistic is not a static thing.. It is something
that can be lost. In its essence it is vigorous, dynamic, demanding ah
application to the vast complexities of modern civilization now crowd-
ing upon us. :

The task of making thls application cannot fall solely upon the
ministry. It is the task of all our educators. The only hope of pre-
serving our Reformed heritage lies in education broadly conceived.

-Within fhis broader sense of the term, primary emphasis falls on our

Christian school system. And within this system, it must fall on the
capstone of our educational program, namely, Calvin College and
Seminary.

This_means that at Calvin College and  Seminary there must be
concentrated a company of trained scholars who are Calvinists. It
means further, that these scholars must be given the time and facilities
to make clear for our day the meanmg and task of the ngdom

“of God.

Recurring reports of the Presidents of the College and Seminary
indicate that the denomination has not met these requirements. For
thirty years there has been talk of graduate departments and of a
university, but our College has not yet achieved .the standing of a

“really good” school. Calvin College and Seminary have not yet

arrived.
Before we can take our educational program seriously, Calvin College -

‘and Seminary must be made what the Christian Reformed: Church
‘must demand that they should be.. The apex has by no means been

reached. Any program which seeks to maintain merely the level
achieved in order to branch out elsewhere places an effective brake
upon the whole educational system ‘

Firsr CONDITIONS
The primary condition, then, is that the church should exert 1tse1f
to make these institutions what they should be.
If Synod affirms this stand and takés steps to realize this goal, your
committee then recommends that Synod seriously consider the estab-

- lishment of Christian junior colleges in certain regions.
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However, it does not seem wise, in the judgment of your committee,
to make them wholly autonomous and independent units. Various
reasons for this judgment enter in. Among them are the consider-
- ations that an undesirable type of rivalry for financial support and stu-
" dent enrollment might develop; that there might in some instances be
costly duplication of effort; and that sectional rather than denomina-
tional loyalty might be stimulated.

. But weighty as these may be, they are not the primary concern.
The chief objection is the serious and almost unavoidable danger that
the wholly independent junior college might emerge as an extension of
the high school; that in scholarship it would not be what a junior
college should be; and that it would not effectively play its role in
our total system of Christian education, thus curtailing our whole -
- educational program.

CorreLAaTION WITH CALVIN
We propose, ‘therefore, that junior colleges, when and where they
~ are established, shall be closely affiliated with Calvin College. Your
committee arrives at this judgment fully realizing that something is
“lost in centralization by way of flagging regional interest.

" We propose that this close affiliation with Calvin Colleqe consist,
among other matters, of the following:

1. Calvin College perform the same function of accrediting toward
the regional junior colleges as a state university exercises toward
accreditation of colleges in its state. ' :

2. Calvin College staff members be called upon as an assigned duty

"~ to assist as consultants to the agency establishing the jumor
colleges. -

3. Calvm College authorities perlodlcally mspect the institution.

In view of the fact that the recomimendations listed above suggest a
_measture of denominational control through Calvin College, your com-
mittee believes that definite appropriations should be made to assist a
region in constructing the necessary facilities. In this manner, placed
outside of regular denominational assessment, these schools would-
*'become in a measure church-controlled without being church-owned.

RECOMMENDATIONS

-~ On the basis of the preceding, your committee submitted the follow-
ing recommendations to the Synod of 1950:

1. That Synod affirm the singularly strategic significance of Calvin
College and Seminary to .the whole realm of Christian education.
Consequently, Synod shall not remain satisfied merely with the
maintenance of the present status quo, but that ways and means
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be devised to furnish these institutions with the means for effec-
tive development in their special tasks. Hence, no further edu-
cational program shall be assumed which will ‘necessitate the
curtailment, retrenchment, and stunting of necessary develop-.
ments at Calvin College and Seminary. ‘

That Synod encourage an effective educational propaganda cam-

. paign for the purpose of acquainting our constituency with the

real meaning of Christian education.

That a representative, centrally -located, permanent synodical
standing committee on educational affairs be appointed immediate-
ly; that this standing committee function as a screening committee

. (screening demands for establishing regional junior colleges), asa

co-ordinating committee with all agencies and other committees in-
volved, as liaison committee with the administration of Calvin -
College and Seminary, as an advisory committee to Synod recom-
mending the feasibility, time, cost, and financial terms involved
in establishing a junior college in any area, and as the effecting
committee should Synod decide to act.

That Synod ask the Classes located in the typical geographical
areas to appomt regtonal educational committees, when and if a
demand for a junior college arise, which shall channel all essen-
tial data to the central comm1ttee These are largely initiating
and advisory committees.

‘That Synod request the Board of Trustees of Calvin College to
devise a detailed plan of possible affiliation of junior colleges with
its educational institution.

That Synod request its Special Advisory Budget Committee to
study which sources of funds outside of regular denominational
assessment could be made available to junior colleges.
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 4
(Arts. 119, 128)

WORLDLY AMUSEMENTS

A, Majority Opinion
To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 19.)1
. HONORARLE BRETHREN :
WE, the undersigned, a part of the Committee appointed by the

Synod of 1949 to clarify and amplify the decisions of the Synod
of 1928 e worldly amusements, have the honor to report as follows:

I. OUR MANDATE
The mandate given us by the Synod of 1949 reads as follows:
 “With a view to overtures 10, 12, 17, 18, as well as the request from
- the Young Calvinist Federation, Synod decides to appoint a Committee
which is to report to the Synod of 1950 and whose task it shall be:

a. To clarify the decisions re: Worldly Amusements of the Synod
* of 1928 wherever such clarification may appear necessary or desirable;
it is, however, to be understood that the clarification to be proposed
s s ‘not to change the essence of those decisions. .
b. To amplify the decisions of 1928 wherever, accordmg to the
- judgment of the Committee, such amplification is necessary or desir-

able for the proper adherence to these decisions. -
-~ ¢ In addition Synod decides that meanwhile :the decisions of the
: Synod of 1928 re: Worldly Amusements remain unchanged and in
" force.”
It is very evldent from this mandate that our Committee has I'CCC[VCd\

a double charge which we interpret as follows: ‘ :

1. In the first place our charge is positive. It is expected of us
that we use our judgment to determine at which points it may be -
_necessary or desirable to interpret and to amphfy the decisions of the
~ Synod of 1928 re: Worldly Amusements. It is our task further to
‘recommend where and how this is to be done. .

By “clarify” we understand our mandate to mean that we are:

a. To elucidate; to interpret; to determine from a close study of
the text of the deci§ions of 1928 just what “stand” the Church
took on Worldly Amusements at that time:

b. To propose for Synod’s approval an unambiguous statement of
that “stand”.

As to “amplify”, it is not altogether clear what Synod mtended ‘Pos- - -

sible interpretﬁtions are: a. That we are to list other practices against
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* which the Church must be warned. b. That we are to enlarge upon:
1) The principles definitive of the Church’s relation to the world;

2) The question of Synod’s jurisdiction in the matter. of such pro-
nouncements as were made in 1928; 3) Such other matters, a discussion
of which may assist the members of the Church in adhering to the-
decisions of 1928. We shall try to give some attentjon to. both, with
most of the emphasis on.b; 1, 2, 3.

2. In the second place our mandate is negative. It is made very
clear in our mandate that we are in no way to propose a change in
the essence of the decisions of 1928. The Synod of 1949 said plainly
that the intent or thrust of those decisions must be left intact. The
mandate reads: “it is, however, to be understood that the clarification
to be proposed is not to change the essence of those decisions.” . We
are therefore authorized to do nothing more than to propose whatever
clarification and amplification we may deem necessary or desirable.

II. THE DECISIONS
For the sake of convenience and better understanding, we present

the decisions as found in the Acts of 1928, re this matter:

“ARTICLE 96 :

“The report of the Committee of Preadvice on Amusements is now read
by the reportér, the Rev. R. B. Kuiper, and accepted as information.
Synod decides to discuss-the report seriatim,

AMUSEMENTS
Material: Report of the Commlttee on W011d1y Amusements (Agenda,
Part 1, pp. 4-56).
) " RECOMMENDATIONS :
" A. Your Committee recommends that Synod thank the Committee on
Worldly Amusements for its work. Adopted.

B. Your Committee suggests that Synod adopt the followmg resolutions
in. harmony with the recommendations which conclude the report of the
Committee on Worldly Amusments (Agendum, Part I, pp. 55, 56) : .

I. Synod reminds our people of the doctrinal and ethical principles
which should guide the Christian in his relation to the world in general and
in the matter of amusements in-particular, and urges all our professors, '
ministers, elders, and Bible-teachers to. emphaswe those punclp]es in this
age of p1eva1hng worldliness.’ . -

‘Some of the most important of these prmclples follow

1. The Honor of God requires: .

a. That the Christian’s amusements should at the: very least not conﬂlct
with any commandment of God;

b. That we and our children should be keenly aware, also.in our amuse-
ments, of our covenant relation to -God as His peculiar people; .

c.. That the Christian shall deem it a matter of loyalty .to God not toi

- further the interests of an institution which iz manifestly an 1nstrument
of .Satan for attack on the Kingdom of God.
2. From the econsideration of the Welfare of Man we conclude

a. That there is a legitimate place in life for such amusements as are-
recreatlve for body and mind; :
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b. That no physical recreation or mental diversion should be tolerated
which is in any way or in any degree subversive of our spiritual and moral
well-being ;

¢. That, even when our amusements are not spiritually or morally harm—
ful, they should not be allowed to occupy more than a secondary, subordi-
nate place in life.

3. The principle of Spiritual Sepamtwn From the World:

" a. Does not imply that Christiang should form separate communities or
should shun all association with ungodly men (I Cor. 5:911.);

b. Forbids friendship in distinetion from fellowshm, with evil men
: (James 4:4);
. " Requires that we shun all evil i in the world;
- d Demands a weaning away of the heart from the transient things of
this present earthly sphere (Col. 3:1,2).
4. Christian Liberly:
a. Consists in freedom from the power of sin; in freedom from the law:

_its curse, its demands as a condition for earning eternal life, its oppressive

yoke; and in liberty of conscience with reference to human ordinances and

things neither prescribed or condemned either directly or mdlrectly, in

the Word of God;

~ b. Is limjted in its exercise by the law of love (I Cor. 8:9, 13), the

law of self—preservation (Math. 18:8, 9), and the law of self-denial, which

often requires the 1enunc1a.t10n of thmgs in themselves lawful ( Math 16 24)
Adopted.

1I. While several practices are found in our circles which cannot pass
the muster of these principles, and while all our amiusements, not only.
theater-attendance, dancing, and card playing, should be judged in the
light of these principles, yet Synod feels constrained, in pursuance of the
decisions of the Synod of 1926 in the matter of amusements, to call particu-
lar attention to this familiar trio. It greatly deplores the increasing preva-

. lence among us of these forms of amusement, urgently warns our members
against them, and further refers our people to the material on the subject .
given in the report of the Committee on Worldly Amusements (Agendum,
Part I, pp. 21-27).

) Adopted

III. Synod urges all our ]eaders and all our people to pray and labor
- for an awakening and deepening of spiritual life in general, and to be keenly-
‘aware of the absolute indispensability of keeping our religious life vital
and powerful, through daily prayer, the earnest searching of the Scrip-
tures, and through engaging in practical Christian works, which are the
best antidote against worldliness.

Adopted.

IV. Synod exhorts all our leaders to warn unceasingly against the pre-
vailing spirit and forms of worldliness in order that our Reformed prin-
ciples in these matters may be re-established; insists that these warnings
shall be given not only in preaching, but also in Catechism and Sunday-
School classes, in family-visitation, and in personal contact whenever occa-
sion presents itself; and urges that these warnmgs shall be given also in

~our school-rooms.

Adopted.
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V. Synod reminds Consistories that in nominations for or appointment

"to positions of .responsibility in our churches, careful attention should be

paid to conduet in the matter of amusements; and suggests that also other

bodies, such as Boards of Christian Schools, City Missions, etc., heed the

same matter in appointments.
Adopted.

VI. Synod urges to deal in the spirit of love yet also, in view of the
strong tide of worldliness, which. ig threatening our churches, very firmly
with all cases of mis-demeanor and offensive conduct in the matter of
amusements; and, where repeated admonitions by the Consistory are left
unheeded, to apply dlsclpllne as the last resort.

Adopted. N

VII. Synod instructs Consistories to inquire of those who ask to be
examined previous to making public profession of their faith and partak-

- ing of the Lord’s Supper, as to their stand and conduct in the matter

of worldly amusements, and, if it appears that they are not minded to
lead the life of Christian separation and consecration, not'to pelmlt their
public profession.s

Adopted.”
III. CLARIFICATION
A. Tur Nrep anD DEesiRABILITY OF CLARIFICATION.

1. Regardless of whether or not the need of clarification is actually
to be found in the text of the decisions of 1928, it becomes increasingly

" evident that this need has existed for some time in the thinking of

some of our leaders and people. We call attention to the following
facts: -

a. In 1932 Classis Muskegon came with an overture requesting |
Synod “to so express its position and interpretation of this matter
(Card-playing was the matter in question), that there shall be no room
for doubt as to what the idea of our Synod is and what the Consis-
tories and leaders are expected to do in this matter.” See Acts 1932,
p. 37. The reply of the Synod of 1932 to this overture has a direct
bearing in our study and is important enough to be quoted as follows:
" “Whereas the Synod of 1928, in pursuance of the report of the so-called .
Amusement Committee, has called attention in no uncertain terms to various

evils to which playing of cards and other games in which the element of
chance is predominant very frequently lead; :
“And whereas the same Synod has issued a strong warning against this
same form of amusement though wisely not seeking definitely to decide the
question on which Reformed Moralists are not altogether agreed, as to
whether such games are to be condemned absolutely because of the promi-

-nence of the elements of chance (Cf. Report of Worldly Amusements 1928) ;

“And whereas it is the policy of Reformed Church government not to
itemize and catalogue- a list of- partlcular sins;

“Your Committee advises Synod to go no further than to refer Classis
Muskegon to the decisions of the Synod of 1928 (Acts, pp. 86-8%), and the
report of the Committee on Worldly Amusements (Agenda 1928, Part II,
pp. 4-56). Adopted.” Cf. Acts 1982, p. 38.
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b. It became evident in 1944 that the above decision of 1932 had

- not answered all questions or removed all need of clarification. At

that time Classis Grand Rapids South came to Synod with an overture. -
which stated: “Classis Grand Rapids South feels constrained to call
the attention of Synod to the situation that obtains in our churches in
re the decisions of the Synod of 1928 on Worldly Amusements.” This
overture speaks of widespreéd feeling that these decisions are the
result of a compromise, that in them two views are brought together.”

- It goes on to claim that “there are two interpretations of these deci-
sions.” This overture maintains moreover that “hard feeling is -
created; we have no united front; the situation is demoralizing; it
" seriously undermines respect for Synodical decisions. . . . We ought
to have clarity and unity.” Synod decided not to adopt this over-
ture. Instead it referred our conmsistories and people once agam to
the decisions of 1928. : :

o Notwithstanding the above decisions it became ‘increasingly evi-
dent that all questions concerning 1928 had not been disposed of.
Voices asking for clarification continued to be heard. In 1949 Synod
received two more requests: .

.. X. From the Synodical Youth Committee came the request of the
- Young Calvinist Federation that Synod “clarify its stand on Worldly
_ Amusements, especially on the question: Is the decision of 1928
advisory or legislative against the three forms of amusement listed ?”

y. From Classis Chicago South Synod received the overture “to
review, to clarify, and if need be to enlarge upon the decisions of 1928
. re worldly amusements.” This overture states: “We will do well to .
clarify these decisions because history has proved that there is uncer-
tainty as to just what the decisions imply. = This ought to be done so
that we may present a strong and united front against worldliness.”

2. In the light of the foregOmg it appears that a clarification of the
- decisions of 1928 is necessary and therefore also desirable. We simply
" cannot afford to be uncertain and confuséd with respect to the stand
of the Church over against worldliness. We must do everything pos-
sible to present a united front to oppose Satan’s all-out ¢ampaign for.
secularization. In order to strengthen our stand over against world-
- liness we as a Church must be as clear as is humanly possible w;th
_respect to the position we have taken

3. Inall fairness it should be added here that there were also others
in addition ‘to those already mentioned, who apparently were not at
-all of the opinion-that the decisions of 1928 call for clarification.
‘In this connection note should be taken of-the following overtures
- addressed to the Synod of 1949, all of which request Synod to adhere -

o to the decisions of 1928:
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a. Overture No. 10 p 198, from the C0n51story of the Sanborn
church.

" b. Overture No. 12, Agenda p. 199, from Classis Sioux Center.

c. Overture No. 18 (Acts, p. 409), from the Consistories of Fourth
Roseland, Tirst South Holland and Oak Glen.

B, Tnur EsseNCE aAND INTERPRETATION. '

The Synod of 1949 said in its mandate to this Committee that in
case we should find a clarification of the decisions of 1928 necessary,
it should be understood that “the clarification to be proposed is not to

change the essence of those decisions”. This makes it-necessary for -

your Committee to state what is the essence of those decisions.

We find that it is hardly possible to separate the essence of the deci-
sions in question from the interpretation of those decisions. Our
findings as to the essence must of necessity be based on our interpre-

tation. The essence is not merely one small part or aspect of these
- decisions as if the rest is non-essential. All these decisions riwust be

considered and understood before we can- state with confidence what is

- their essence. We can distinguish, of course, between essence on the
one hand and meaning or interpretation on the other; but after we

have explained what .the essence is, it will appear that much of our
interpretation has alrcady been given.

1. The Essence of the Decisions of 1928.

We must begin by stating in an introductory way that the essence
and meaning of these decisions cannot be understood unless we regard
them as dealing with the general problem of worldliness in the Church,

- That is clear from the Report on Worldly Amusements-on which the

decisions are based. The first part deals with worldliness in general,
not merely with worldly amusements (see especially Chapter III of
the booklet: “Worldly Amusements in.the Light of Scripture”, pages
9-17). Note also that the very first “principle” adopted by the Synod
of 1928 speaks of “prevailing worldliness”.

Therefore basic to the Synodical decisions of 11928 is the larger
concept of worldliness of which such worldly amusemcnts as theater-
attendance, dancing, and card-playing are but specific forms . . . few
among many. This sin of worldliness is characteristic of our day.
It seems to flourish especially in times of prosperity and when the
Church is not persecuted in the legal sense. We are warned against
it in Scripture repeatedly and it is represented as one of the great

. dangers of the covenant child and the professing Christian in our Form

for Public Profession of Faith and in the Form for the Baptism of-

- Adults where we promise to “forsake the world and its evil lusts” and -
“to “lead a godly life”. “Worldliness” implies that there is a line

which divides the Church and the world; that Christ's Church, from’
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s

-« its very nature, is separate from the world (the antithesis), and that

the spirit of worldliness as it reveals itself in what is commonly known.
among us as “forms of worldliness” or “worldly amusements” is as
“much to be repudiated as the forms and the amusements themselves.

This, too, belongs to the essence of the decisions on worldly amuse-

ments: in grapphng with that problem the Church realized it was
dealing with the broader problem of worldliness which is facing the
Church on many fronts. A break in our line of defense on any front
imperils us along the entire battle line. '

a. In agreement with the preceding we submit that the essence of
the decisions on worldly- amusements consists first of all of this that
they are directed aguinst the evil of worldliness in general, and not
merely against three specific forms of worldly amusement, though these
only are mentioned by name in said decisions. Those who intimate that
the Synod of 1928 was so narrow in its view of worldliness that it
only thought of worldly amusements, and so narrow in its view of

" what constitutes worldly amusement that it thought only of three forms
of such amusement, must have failed to read and study those decisions
carefully. : '

In substantiation of this contention we would point not only to the
" report of 1928 and the “principles” adopted by that Synod (point I)
but also to the remaining Resolutions (II-VII). It is remarkable that
this broad, comprehensive approach is found in each one of these
Resolutions. The second Resolution begins with the remark that there
~ are several practices which “cannot pass the muster of these principles”
- besides the well known trio: theater-attendance, dancing, and card-
playing. The third Resolution does not mention this trio but tells. what
is the “best antidote against worldliness.” The fourth Resolution speaks
-of “the prevailing spirit and forms of Worldliness.” The fifth Reso-
lution states that attention should be paid in nominations and appoint-
ments for positions of responsibility in our churches “to conduct in
the matter of amusements”; which, of course, includes ¢l amuse-
ments. The sixth Resolution, dealing with possible cases of disci-
pline, mentions “all cases -of mis-demeanor and offensive conduct in
the matter of amusements; which again includes all amusements branded
as worldly Finally, Resolution seven instructs consistories to inquire -
of those who wish to make public profession of faith “as to their stand
and conduct in the matter of worldly amausements”, none being specified
or singled out. This does not mean that no special attention should be °
paid to the familiar triad. It does mean that the Synod of 1928 was
by no means unmindful of the fact that worldliness is not confined to
certain kinds of amusement and that there are other worldly amusements
'~ besides the well known threc
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b.. A second particular in the essence of the decisions of 1928 — a
very important one ~~ is that theater-attendance, dancing, and card-
playing are declared to be sinfu), worldly amusements. That is, they
belong to the sphere of the world, in the evil sense of that word.  They
are to be regarded as belonging to the things of which John says: “For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the Just of the eyes and
the vainglory. of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” There-
fore, says the Apostle, we should not love them. In fact, if they are
“of the world”, not of the Father, we should hate them and shun them.
They are inimical to the interests of the Kingdom of God, injurious
in our spiritual life and moral fiber. There is nothing in these decisions
to offer the faintest justification for the position that theater-attendance,

for example, is wrong only when indulged in to excess or without dis- .

crimination between “good” and “bad” plays; or that promiscuous
danc'mg is sinful only when it is practiced in public dance halls where

- liquor is dispensed or disreputable people gather while it may be per—

fectly innocent to dance with friends in one’'s own home.

It does not follow. that Synod’s condemnation of all theatcr—atten-
dance that it condemns all moving pictures. That absurd position is
rejected emphatically in the Report to which Synod referred our people
with implicit approval (Resolution II, p. 62). Neither does it follow -
that Synod meant by “theater-attendance” every attendance at a theater
even for exceptional purposes. Synod referred to the theater as an
institution in-this modern world and the stamp which it bears by virtue

. of the general run of its productions and the character of its personnel:

producers, actors, actresses, etc. It may occasionally present a play or

.picture which is not offensive to the Christian; nevertheless a worldly

spirit pervades the theatre, the spirit of materialism, of godlessness, of

‘fleshly lust, and of contempt for the laws of God. No wonder Synod

called theater-attendance a woridiy amusement! .
The same applies to dancing. This word, too, must be taken in its

usual sense. When men today speak of the dance, they do not mean

the folk-dance, the religious dance, the interpretive dance, but the pro-
miscuous dance; surely not the dance of a man with his own wife or
of a mother with her own daughter. Of promiscuous dancing the Re-
port says that it is ‘“‘fundamentally immoral” because “its fascination
Hes in its sex-appeal”. It is condemned by the seventh commandment
which, according to our Catechism, not only “forbids all unchaste:
actions, gestures, words, thoughts, desires,” but also “whatever may
entice thereto”. : '

There is a reason, however, why the second Resolution of the deci-
sions does not mention “promiscuous dancing” but dancing in general.
We all know that dancing in every form has long been frowned upon in
Reformed circles. The Report on Worldly Amusements makes the
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following statement: “We believe that in view of the rapidly increas-
“ing popularity of the promiscuous dance and the low morality of th:
modern dances, Christian parents and teachers should frown even on
the most innocent forms of this kind of amusement. “The folk-dance
‘and the parlor-dance so easily become the stepping stone to the pro-
.miscuous dance. The child which is permitted to take dancing lessons.

. has entered the danger zone and may lose its soul because

~of the carelessness of its parents. Such parents are not less’ foolish

-z,

than those who allow their children to -play with matches on the ground
that matches were made for useful purposes.” It does not follow that
the less objectionable forms of dancing would have to be classified

. with the “cases of misdemeanor and offensive conduct” of which

Resolution VI speaks as calling for discipline, even .to the point of
ultimate exclusion from the Kingdom of God. Nevertheless, in con-
demning dancing (that is, social dancing) in general, Synod warned
against even the least offensive forms of the amusement.

As to card-playing, it is plain that Synod did not merely condemn
certain kinds of card-games as a.form of worldliness, Whether we
agree with it or not, the fact is that Synod made no distinction be-
tween what some consider lawful card-games, such as flinch, and
rook, and unlawful ones, as for example, pedro, bridge, canasta, and
many others less commonly played by Christian people. Here again, .

it does not follow that, according to Synod, there is no difference

in degree between the former and the latter group. But the fact is
that Synod condemned card-playing in general, though the ground or
‘grounds for its condemnation on which there is a difference of opinion,
are not stated. The Report stated various grounds, the first (to which
by far most attention is given) being that all games of chance are a

- ‘misuse of divine providernce. True, the Report states that some Re-

formed moralists do not agree with this; yet no member of the Com-.
mittee declared that he'favored the milder position. ,

We must add here that the Synod of 1932 made a decision on the
subject of card-playing. (Acts, page 37) which states that the Synod
of 1928 did not definitely decide the question whether “‘such games are
to .be condemned absolutely because of the prominence of the element
of chance”. The fact 1s: no one can say whether 1928 condemned games
of chance on that one ground, since no ground is mentioned. Synod
fs1mply declared that card-playing is a worldly amusement. In answer to
the question: “On what ground” it says: we refer you to the Report.
And that Report mentions especially the following ground: misuse of
providence.

However, in view of the difference of opinion among us on the

i /ground(s) for being opposed to card-playing, we believe that in anipli-

fying the decisions of 1928 Synod should make a_distinction between
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this form of amusement and the two already discussed (see our Recom-
. mendations}. , :

We now come to an argument sometimes urged against this second
point of our view of the essence of the decisions of 1928, namely that
-the Synod of 1928 simply intended to take a strong stand against world-

" liness in the matter of amusements, but did not commit itself on the
question whether or not theatre and movie attendance, dancing and card-
playing are in themselves sinful and worldly. It is said that there is
no statement to this effect anywhere in the decisions. “If Synod meant
to say this, why did it not say so in at least one of these seven points?”’
Which means that the Synod had to express-its conviction in just such
" words as used above to express the thought that these three forms of

‘amusement are worldly, not in some but in all their manifestations! -

Did not Synod definitely say that these amusements “cannot pass the
muster of the principles” which it adopted? Did it not speak of them
as  worldly amusements ? Did it not “greatly deplore the increasing
prevalence among us of these forms of amusements” and “urgently
warn our members against them”? By deploring the prevalence,
‘the increasing prevalence, of these amusements, Synod deplored their
existence. Synod did not say that it deplored the excessive use or the
wrong use of them but their prevalence. A practice that is not evil

1
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i stself cannot become evil merely by becoming prevalent. And how

could Synod warn our members against (‘them” (this word refers back
to theater-attendance etc.) and that “urgently” without qualifying

_ that warning, if it did not have in mind all manner of theater-atten- -

dance, dancing, and card-playing?
‘There are also those who definitely take the position that the amuse-

ments mentioned by Synod are not always and necessarily sinful. They

appeal to the fact that Synod has not made that statement in any of
- these resolutions. But that kind of argumentation, when applied to
their own position, is devastating for that position. Those favoring
it hold that -theater-attendance etc. are mot invariably and per se
sinful. If that was also Synod’s position, then, by virtue of their
own interpretation, Synod must have said that identical thing some-
where in its decisions. But where do we find anything resembling

such a statement? I.et us clarify thi