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_ Singing — No. 170 '
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Choir — “We Praise Thee Oh God” — Psalter Hymnal No. 328
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Postlude — “Grand Choeur” ‘ Du Bois



et

ACTS OF SYNOD

of the

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, chh1gan ’

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 14, 1950
First Session

ARTICLE 1
The delegates of Synod convene at 9:30 a.m. in the auditorium of
Calvin College and are called to order by the Rev. E. F. J. Van Halsema,
president of the 1949 Synod. He requests Synod to sing from the
Psalter Hymnal No. 85, stanzas 1 and 2. He read from Acts 15 and
leads in the opening prayer, using the prayer for the opening of Ec-
clesiastical Assemblies as found in the Psalter Hymnal. ‘

ARTICLE 2
The Rev. E. F. J. Van Halsema then delivers the following message
to Synod: .

BRETHREN :

Exactly one hundred years ago, in June, 1850, our immigrant fathers
established their first ecclesiastical connections with an American church.
In that month, a century ago, the request of the Holland immigrants
in M1ch1gan to be received into ecclesiastical fellowship was presented
to the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, in session at -
Poughkeepsie, New York. The committee reporting on this matter
recommended the reception of the Classis of Holland into the Reformed
Church, the new Classis to be connected with the Particular Synod of
Albany. The report refers to the Hollanders of the West as of orderly
habits and exemplary Christian demeanor and concludes as follows:
“Strangers in a strange land, beloved for their own and for their
fathers’ sake, they are entitled to a cordial welcome into the ecclesiastical
fellowshlp which they solicit, and all suitable aid in their establishment
in the home of their choice.” _

“Much has happened since June, 1850. After seven years in the
Reformed Dutch Church, the fathers decided for reasons of their own
“to be by themselves again.” As a result the Christian Reformed
Church came into being. In a book “The Union of 1850,” recently
published, not much good is said about the separation of 1857. This
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.book is a collection of papers by the late Wm. O. Van Eyck, selected
and edited by the Permanent Committee on History and Research of
the General Synod of the Reformed Church in.America. On practically
all counts the birth of the Christian Reformed Church is declared to
" have taken place contrary to sound rules of church government. Tt
may seem somewhat disconcerting to hear in 1950, almost a century
after our birth, a critical harangue about our origin. Rather than bemg
embarrassed, ‘we shall remind ourselves that all movements, church
movements included, are guided by sinful men, that it will not be
- difficult for any critic to find petty and sinful by-products in the move-
ment- of 1857, but we shall at the same time insist that the fathers of
1857 were more than a group of cantankarous men. They were men of
deep-seated convictions, men of “orderly habits and exemplary Chris-
. tian demeanor.” Theirs was a venture of faith, a venture of small be-
- ginnings but of potential growth. God has blessed the Christian Re-
forined Church through the years. Men may criticize our birth, but we
are here, thankful and unashamed. We are called to answer the high
calling whereunto we have been called. A century ago our fathers be-
came part of the American church scene. Today, in June, 1950, we
have been an independent American Church for more than nine
decades —a Church ‘with many shortcomings, it is true, but with high
ideals. As ‘delegates, you have to carry on the work of the fathers.
Carry your banner high!

We thank God that he has prospered your journey to this City and
to this assembly hall, where you hear the heartbeat of the Christian
Reformed Church. We thank God for the privilege of coming to-
~ gether in countries of such wide dimensions as the United States and

Canada, countries “beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of
grain, for purple mountain majesties, above the fruited plain.”

We welcome you, regular delegates, frafernal delegates, advisors,
friends, men from five continents, men of the Kingdom, men of the
vineyard, men of many vocations, men of one profession, the profession
of Christ. A special word of welcome to our intrepid man from China,

" who lived for some time behind the “bamboo curtam,’ who Just came
from thé land of the Rising Sun to America, “where the air is full
of sunshine, and the flag is full of stars.”

With sinister shadows lengthening over large sections of the globe,
making free deliberative assemblies a wistful reminder and coveted
goal for liberty loving peoples, let us appreciate our present op-
portunities and make the most of them. There is much work to be
done. Issues must be faced and problems must be solved. In the
days ahead you will be put to the test, physically, mentally, spiritually.
In the course of the debates on the printed page, since the Synod of
1949, it has been said that the question might be raised whether our
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ArTICLES 3, 4 | 5

synods are the independent bodies we like to think they are. You
are here to prove that you perpetuate the great tradition of deliberative
assemblies, which have done much to promote true progress in the

church of God.

As you begin your labors suggested by a heavy Agenda, allow me to
remind you again of Hosea’s cry for reform: “Sow unto yourselves

ness upon you.”

in righteousness reap according to kindness, break up your fallow
. ground; for it 1s time to seck the Lord, till he come and rain righteous-

May the Holy Spirit guide you in all your deliberations!. -

ARTICLE 3
The president pro-tem requests the Stated Clerk of Synod to serve
as secretary until the election of officers is comp]eted
ARTICLE 4

The delegates. present their credentials and Synod is composed of '
the following delegates representing the various classes:’

CLASSIS CALIFORNIA

CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS

Ministers........M. Arnoys
’ J. Vander Ploeg
Elders...............J. C. Goris
‘ G. H. Pals
CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS
EAST
Mzmsters ......... . Gritter
‘ P. Y. De Jong
Elders.....ccee...... H. Baker
J. De Haan
CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS
.8S0UTH

. Ministers.......... H. Evenhouse

M. Monsma

Elders...............S. Van Solkema
R. Postma

M'Lms-ters .......... E. - Tanis WEST
- J. Daane Ministers.......... Ww. P. Brink
Elders....... H. Vander Ark ‘ P. Jonker
N. Vander Ark Elders.............B. De Jager
CLASSIS CHICAGO NORTH J. Van't Hof
Ministers.........J. Betten CLASSIS HACKENSACK
. E. Kooistra Ministers.......... H. Minnema
Elders............... G. Wierenga W. Heynen
G. Vande Werken Elders............H. Bogert
"CLASSIS CHICAGO SOUTH J. Last

CLASSIS HOLLAND

Ministers.......... T. Verhulst
O. Breen’

Elders............... R. Holwerda
H. Bratt

CLASSIS HUDSON

Ministers.......... N. Veltman
A. C. De Jong

Elde'rs ............... S. Van Til
P. Lucas

CLASSIS KALAMAZOO

- Ministers..........J." Ehlers
J. H. Olthoff
Elders..............d. Hendriksen

M. Triestram
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CLASSIS MINNESOTA

Ministers.......... J. D. Pikaart
: G. Van Laar
Elders.............E. Medema

E. Krosschell
CLASSIS MUSKEGON

Ministers.........L. Veltkamp
R. Wezeman
Eldefre .............. JF. L. Winter

M. Rozeboom
CLASSIS ORANGE CITY

Ministers.......... R. Bronkema
J. Masselink
Eldefr% ............... C. Runia
D. Buyze

CLASSIS OSTFRIESLAND

Ministers.......... B. Vanden Brink

H. Zwaanstra

CLASSIS PELLA

Ministers........J. Geels
‘ J. A. Mulder

Elders...............B. Slings
B. Bandstra

CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER

Ministers........B. J. Haan
J. Zwaanstra
Elders ............... C. Van Schepen
G. Van't Hul

CLASSIS WISCONSIN

_H. Petroelje
C. M. Schoolland

Elders..............J. Buwalda
J. Vander Puy

Mainisters.........

Elders............... W. Primus
R. Tjaden ‘
CLASSIS ZEELAND
CLASSIS PACIFIC . .
Ministers...... R. Wildschut Ministers........J. H. %!"umooge
J. R. Van Dyke . J. W. 1sser
Elders.............W. De Leeuw T Elders. ... P. De Kock
H. J. Ten Hove G. Feyen
ARTICLE 5

Synod is declared constituted and proceeds to elect the following:
officers:

President............Rev. M. MonsMmA, of Grand Rapids, Mich.
Vice-President............ Rev. J: Grirrer, of Alymer, Ont., Can.
First Clerk......Rev. H. Evexuousk, of Grand Rapids, Mich.
Second Clerk............... Dr. R. BronxeMma, of Orange City, la.

The Rev. M. Monsma expresses his appreciation. and that of his
fellow officers for the honor extended. He requests the prayers and
cooperation of the delegates: as In humble faithfulness to God we
endeavor to fulfil together the task given unto us by our Saviour and
our King. He also expresses words of deep appreciation to the Rev.
E. Van Halsema for his services rendered as president of the previous
Synod.

ARTICLE 6

The President of Synod reads the public “Declaration of Agreement
with the Forms of Unity,” and all delegates express their agreement
with an “I do.” - ‘
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ARTICLE 7
President Henry Schultze informs Synod of the plan to unveil the

cornerstone of the New Library building. Synod decides to meet

Thursday morning after the opening devotions at the cornerstone un-
veiling at which time the chairman of Synod will deliver a brief
address.

ARTICLE 8

A letter of credentials is read from the “Geref. Kerken in Neder-
land” informing us that Mr. A. Warnaar and Prof. J. H. Bavinck have
been sent as fraternal delegates to our Synod. Mr. Warnaar is not
yet present, but the chairman addresses a word of welcome to Dr.
Bavinck.

ARTICLE 9

The chairman extends a word of welcome to all delegates, to all -
Seminary professors both active and retired, to the President of the
College, the Stated Clerk, the Editors of The Banner and De Wachter;
to our director of Missions Dr. J. C. De Korne, to Rev. H. Blystra the ,
secretary of Home Missions, and newspaper reporters of the G..R.
Press and G. R. Herald, and visitors.

ARTICLE 10
Synod decides to adopt the time schedule- established by previous
Synods: 8:30 a.m. to 11:45 p.m., with a fifteen minute recess at 9:45
a.m.;and 1:30 p.m. t0 5 :45 p.m., with a recess from 3:15 to 3:30 o’clock.
ARTICLE 11 ’
The chairman appoints the following Program Committee: The

 officers of Synod, the Revs. J.-Vander Ploeg, P. Jonker, W. Heynen,

N. Veltman, J. Elhers, and J. Geels; and the following elders: H.

Vander Ark, R. Holwerda, H. Medema, N. Primus, H. J. Ten Hove,

G. Van’t Hul, J. Buwalda, P. De Kock.

ARTICLE 12
To enable the Program Committee time to prepare their report Synod
adjourns until 3:30 p.m. and the vice-pres. Rev. J. Gritter closes the
first session with prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14
Second Session

ARTICLE 13

The Rev. H. Evenhouse asks the Synod to sing from the Psalter
Hymnal No. 340:1, 2.
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ARTICLE 14

The chairmén, before prayer is offered, reads a telegram informing
us that the Rev, A, Wassink had passed away, and requests that we
remember the sorrowing family in our intercessions.

. _ ARTICLE 15
Rev. H. Evenhouse leads us in prayer.

ARTICLE 16

The Cchairman speaks a special word of welcome to the missionaries
Rev. F. Vander Stoep and the Rev. Harry Boer who will represent
the Indian and Nigerian fields respectively.

ARTICLE 17

The Progra-m Committee presents its report, Dr. Bronkema report-
mcr, and advises that the following committees be appointed:

" Comumrriee No. 1— Educational Matters.......
.................... Seminary Faculty Room, Main ﬂoor Sem. Bldg
Chairman — Rev. Nelson Veltman
Reporter — Rev. J. Vander Ploeg
Dr. J. Daane
Rev. H. Zwaanstra
Mr. R. Holwerda
Mr. S. Van Til
Mr. H. Vander Ark
~Mr. G. Van't Hul
Mr. G. Feyen
Advisers: Pres. H. Schultze
Prof. Wm. Rutgers -

COMMITTEE No 2 — Indion and Forezgn MiSSIONS ceeaaraannne
................................ , College Faculty Room
Chairman — Rev. M. Arnoys
Reporter — Rev, P. Y. De Jong

Rev. R. Wezeman
Rev. E. Tanis
Rev. H. Petroelje
Mr. Hero Bratt
Mr. N. Vander Ark
Mr. E. Krosschell
Mr. B. Slings
- Adviser: Dr. C. Bouma




. ArTtiCiE 17 ’ . -9
! COMMITTEE No. 3—Home MISSIONS..oucreaeaeaeecemrreivneeaerene o
: , . Class Room No. 1, Main Tlom Semmary Bldg.
' ‘ Chairman — Rev. T. Ver Hulst
Reporter—Rev Wm. P. Brink
Rev. J. R. Van Dyke
Rev. J. H. Olthoff
Mr. G. Wierenga
Mr. R. Postma
Mr. D. Buyze
. Mr. H. J. Ten Hove
Mr. W, Primus _
Aduviser: Prof. G, Stob -

COMMITTEE No 4 — Publication Matters......... s
........................ Class Room No. 2, Main Floor, Semmary Bidg.

Chairman — Rev. P. Jonker
Reporter— Rev. L. Veltkamp
Rev. J. H. Bruinooge
Rev. J. Masselink
Mr. J. Buwalda
Mr. G. Vande Werken
_Mr S. Van Solkema
Mr. P. Lucas
Mr. H. Baker

Adviser: Dr. M. Wyngaarden

T T AT ——

CoMAMITTEE NO. 5— Church OF@er oo
' SO Class Room No. 3, Second Floor, Seminar ry Bldg.

Chairman — Rev. B. J. Haan

Rej)orz‘er— Rev. Wm, Heynen
Rev. E. Kooistra
Rev. J. D. Pikaart

~ Rev. A, De Jong

Mr. J. Vander Puy
Mr. R. Tjaden A
Mr. W. De Leeuw
Mr. J. Hendriksen

Aduviser: Dr. S. Volbeda
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ComM1TTEE No. 6 — Protests and Appeals......ooeoceueee.
.................... Class Room No. 4, Second Floor, Semmary Bldé,
Chairman — Rev. O. Breen
Reporter — Rev. J. Ehlers
Rev. J. Mulder
Rev. H. Minnema
Rev. G. Van Laar
Mr. C. Van Schepen
Mr. B. Bandstra
Mr. H. Medema
Mr. C. Runia ‘
Adviser: Prof. L. Berkhof
COMMITTEE NO. 7 — V@00t
.................... Class Room No. 5, Second T'loor, Seminary Bldg.
" Chairman — Rev. C. Schoolland
Reporter—ReV J. Geels
Rev. J. Betten
Rev. B. Vanden Brink
Rev. J. Zwaanstra
Mr. M. Rozeboom
Mr. G. H. Pals
Mr. H. Bogert
Mr. M. Triestram
Adviser: Dr. Wm. Hendriksen

CoMmMITTEE No. 8 — Budget Matters.. e
____________________ Class Room No. 6, Second Floor, Seminary. Bldtr
Chairman — Mr. J. Van't Hof

Reporter——Mr I, L. Winter
Mr. J. C. Goris
Mr. John De Haan
Mr. B. De Jager
Mr. J. Last
Mr. P. DeKock
Rev. J. W. Visser - |
Rev. R. Wildschut

ARTICLE 18
Synod adopts the report of the Program Committee.

ARTICLE 19

The chairman appoints the following committees: Obituary Com-
mittee: Rev. P. Jonker and Rev. J. Betten (cf. Art. 88). Reception
Committee:. Rev. C. Schoolland and Rev. M. Arnoys (cf. Arts. 116,
117).



T T e T <

B A

ArticLrs 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 11

ARTICLE 20
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Committee which
is approved by Synod. (Cf. Supplement 48.)

ARTICLE 21
The Stated Clerk presents his report to Synod. It is approved. (Cf
Supplement 48.)
ARTICLE 22
The Stated Clerk asks the chair to recognize the representatwe of
the Free Magyar Reformed Church, the Rev. John Paul Nagy, who
has been asked by the Arch Dean Dr. Vincze to convey the greetings
of their church to our Synod. The chairman welcomes the brother and
assures him that we.shall be happy at a later session to receive the
greetings from his church.
) ARTICLE 23
Dr. C. Bouma i1s invited to present his report to Synod as our dele-
gate to the General Synod of the “Geref. Kerken” in the Netherlands.
The chairman expresses the appreciation of Synod to Dr. Bouma for
his services and his report. The report is received as information.
(Supplement 50.) :
ARTICLE 24
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the “Transportation Secretary.”
This report is received as information. (Cf. Art. 160, IV, 17.) (Cf.
Supplement 48.) Synod decides to extend a hearty word of thanks
for his valuable services. The Stated Clerk will convey this to him.

ARTICLE 25
Motion prevails to adjourn. Elder N. Vander Ark leads in closmg
prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 15, 1850
Third Session

ARTICLE 26
Dr. R. Bronkema.leads in devotions, requesting Synod to sing

- Psalter Hymnal No. 420, and leads in prayer.

- ARTICLE 27
The roll 1s called and all delegates are present.

ARTICLE 28
‘The clerk reads the minutes of the last two sessions. Synod approves,

~ARTICLE 29 - .
Synod is informed that the candidates for the ministry will be
examined tomorrow nlorping. The chairman advises Synod to allow

[N
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each candidate twenty minutes f01 preaching, and each examiner 15
minutes for examination in the various fields of inquiry. Adopied.

. ARTICLE 30

Motion is made to convene on Saturday morning. Adopied.

' ARTICLE 31 |

Synod is informed that there will be no further meeting of the full
body today to enable the various commlttees to prepare their reports .
. for Synod.

ARTICLE 32"

The chairman calls on the delegates to go to the Library to join in
. the ceremonies of the unveiling of the cornerstone of our expanded
~ Library, at which time the president of Synod:-and Dr. H. Zylstra,
chairman of the college faculty library committee, deliver brlef ad-

- dresses.

ARTICLE 33
~ Synod is declared in recess until tomorrow morning, 8:30 a.m..

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 16
Fourth Session

ARTICLE 34
- The Rev. M. Arnoys requests Synod to sing No. 273:1, 2 3 of
the Psalter Hymnal and leads Synod in prayer.

‘ ARTICLE 35
The cletk calls the roll, and all delegates respond. The clerk reads
the minutes of the third session and these are approved.

ARTICLE 36
Synod proceeds to the examination of the five young men who
present themselves for candidacy for the ministry in our church.
The young men deliver their sermons according to the following
schedule ; Lugene Bazuin — Philippians 3:20, 21; Clarence Flietstra — -
2 Timothy 1:12; John Hoeksema — Hebrews 11 :5, 6; Roger Pos-
thuma — chrews 12:28: Simon De Vries — Matthew 13 :45.

ARTICLE .37
‘The sermon critics, the Rev. J. D. Pikaart and the Rev. L. Veltkamp,
~ report on the sermons of the candidates advising that, having examined
all the sermons, excepting one, Synod is warranted in.proceeding with
" the examination. Synod decides to accept the report, and to proceed
with the examination, with understanding that the sermon critics will
yet examine the one sermon lacking. (Ci. Art. 46.) ’
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Awrrcies 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44 S

ARTICLE 38
The Credennals Committee, Rev. R, Wildschut and Rev. J. Geels
report that all credentials dre in good order except that they do not
yet have the health report of Mr. Roger Posthuma. Synod decides
to proceed trusting that this one health report will be forthcoming.
(Cf. Art. 46.)
ARTICLE 39
- The chair reads the credentials of Mr. A. Warnaar who is the
fraternal delegate from the “Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland.”
He is welcomed by the President.

: ARTICLE 40 ° ‘
The examination of the candidates proceeds according to the follow-
ing schedule:
Introduction — Classis Chicago South — Rev. M. Arnoys
Theology — Classis Grand Rapids East — Rev. J. Gritter
Ant_hropology Class1s Grand Rapids South — Rev. H. Evenhouse
. (Continued in Art. 43.)
ARTICLE 41
-Synod recesses, and Elder G. Wierenga closes th1s session with
prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16
Fifth Session

: 'ARTICLE 42 |
The Rev. P. Jonker requests Synod to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 400,
stanzas 1, 4, and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 43 :
The  examination of the candidates continues according to the
schedule. (Cf. Art. 40.).
Christology — Classis Grand Rapids West — Rev. Wm. P. Brink
Soteriology — Classis Hackensack — Rev. H. Minnema
Ecclesiology — Classis Holland — Rev. T. Verhulst
Eschatology — Classis Hudson — Rev. N. Veltman
Practica — Classis Kalamazoo — Rev. J. Ehlers
Opportunity is given to the delegates to ask questions and a few.
avail themselves of the opportunity.

_ ARTICLE 44 ‘
.The chairman welcomes the Rev. Geo. W. Marston as the fraternal
delegate froni the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and informs him that
we shall be happy to hear from him later in the.day. (Cf. Art. 50.)

\
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ARTICLE 45 ‘

Synod meets in executive session. -Dr. Wm. Rutgers, assures Synod
that all the candidates are approved for candidacy as far as the Seminary
faculty 1s concerned.

ARTICLE 46

Synod is mformed by the Rev. J. D. Pikaart that the one sermon
that was lacking was supplied and examined and found acceptable; and
the Rev. R. Wildschut reports that the health report of Mr. Roger
Posthuma 1s on hand and is acceptable. Received as information. (Ct.
Arts. 37, 38.) :

ARTICLE 47

Synod proceeds to vote by ballot after being led in prayer by Dr.
R. Bronkema. All five candidates are unanimously admitted to candidacy
for the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church.’

ARTICLE 48 .

Motion is made to announce these candidates as eligible to call on
and after July 7, 1950. The second clerk is to attend to the proper
announcements in our church papers.

ARTICLE 49

The chatrman of Synod addresses the candidates, congratulating
them in the name of Synod, calling upon them to surrender themselves
wholeheartedly to the call of Christ and to be good soldiers of Jesus
Christ. He expresses the confidence that the Lord will soon open to
them a place of labor, and that they shall be able to find great joy in
the work of the Lord. Synod sings last stanza of No. 295. Opportunity
is given to all the delegates to congratulate the candidates.

ARTICLE 50

The Rev. C. M. Schoolland introduces the Rev. G. W. Marston,
delegate of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, who briefly addresses
Synod and brings the greetings of his church. The Rev. J. Vander
Ploeg responds for Synod.

ARTICLE 51

The chairman offers three suggestions for the consideration of
Synod:

1. Fraternal delegates sent as official representatives of other church-
es shall be given opportunity to convey their greetings to Synod.
Adopied.

2. Those coming to Synod to plead for some particular cause shall

“be referred to the committees dealing w1th matters of their interest.
Ado_pted
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3. Missionaries present at Synod from our several mission fields
shall be introduced to Synod, but it shall be understood that only one

. missionary shall speak to Synod as representing any particular field

Adopted. )
' ARTICLE" 52
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical treasurer, Mr.
Tony Noordewier. This report is referred to the Budget committee.
(Supplement 49.)
ARTICLE 53
The Stated Clerk reads a communication from the Rev. E. H. Smith
requesting that the names of the Rev. and Mrs. E. Smith and that of
Rev. Harry Boer be added to the overture No. 6 in the Agenda. Re-
ceived as information.
ARTICLE 54
The Stated Clerk informs Synod that the committee appointed to
study the problem presented by Mr. P. L. Van Dyken is not ready to
report to this Synod, but that they will endeavor to have their report
for the Synod of 1951. Synod continues the committee.

ARTICLE 55
A cablegram is received from Rev. S. P. Van Der Walt of the

‘Gerf. Kerk in Potchefstrom, Union of South Africa, conveying to

our Synod Christian greetings. The Stated Clerk is requested to send
an appropriate reply.
ARTICLE 56
. A wire is received by Synod requesting us to send a delegate to the-
2nd plenary congress of the International Council of Christian Churches
in Geneva, Switzerland. Referring to standing committee on Fcumen-
icity with instructions to report at a later Ressmn of this Synod. (Cf.-
Art. 120.)
ARTICLE 57
The General Synod of the A. R. Presbyterian Church regrets to
inform Synod of their inability to send a fraternal delegate at thlS '

) tlme Received as information. B

ARTICLE 58

Report No. 11 of the Agenda is now considered. Dr. J. C. DeKorne

reads: . : »
The Advice of the Board to Synod as to the
Owverture of Classis Grand Rapids South

The- Christian Reformed Board of Missions, in view aof the
aforesaid reasons, recommends to Synod not to enlarge the
Board by way of more members-at-large of both the clergy
and the laity — as suggested in the overture of Classis. Grand
Rapids South.
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The advice of the Board of Missions is adopted as a reply to the
overture of Grand Rapids South. (Cf. Supplement 11.)

ARTICLE 59
Report No. 28 “Committee on Catechetical Training” is now coun-
sidered. Mr. S. Van Til reads the recommendations of the study com-
mittee. Synod decides to continue the committee, and decides to en-
large the standing study committee and refers the matter to the. com-
mittee on appointments. (Cf. Art. 160 and Supplement 28.)

ARTICLE 60

. The report of the Historical Commitiee is received as information,
and the action is approved. (Supplemeént 35.)

ARTICLE 61

~ Rev. J. Geels reports for the Advisory Committee’ Varia on the
following matters: :

I. HucuenNor RELIEF PrOJECT.

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31 (Supplement 31.)

The Holland-Zeeland Deacon’s Conference reports on valuable aid
- rendered to the “Deutsche Evangelise-Reformirte Gemeinde” in dis-
tressed Germany since December, 1948, to the extent of $21,910.56
worth of food and new clothing, together with large amounts of used
clothing.

B. Recommendations:

1. That the Holland-Zeeland Deacon’s Conference be thanked for
carrying out this Relief project in the name of Synod.
Adopted.
2. That their request to be, continued in this work for anothér year
be granted. Reasons:
-a. Because of the great need in general.
b. Because not until the present have they been able to send food
parcels into the Soviet Zone with guaranteed delivery, and here
the need is greatest. Adopied.

IT. MrNISTERS PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION.

A. Materiol:

1. Report No. 16 and 16-A.

2. A detailed report of disbursements fnom the Relief Fund which
according to the Rules for the administration of this fund must be
subniitted to Synod’s advisory committee.

B. Recommendations:
1. Synod approve the appropriations from the Relief Fund Adopted
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" 2. Synod refer to its Committee on appointments the fact that the
term of office of the following members of this committee expires at
this time: Mr. N. Hendrikse, Mr. F. L. Winter, and alternate, Mr
G Doornbos. Adopted.

- 3. Synod approve the emeritation of the following ministers: The
Rev. J. J. Weersing, by Classis California; the Rev. C. Maring, by
Classis Minnesota; the Rev. D. Flietstra, by Classis Pacxﬁc the Rev.

" D. H. Plesscher, by Classis Ostfriesland. Adopted.

I11. GeErMAN aAND HUNGARIAN SpIirITUAL RELIEF.
A. Material: Agenda Reports No 7and7 -A. (Supplements 7, 7-A.)

B. Retommendations: :
1. Synod concur in the Commxttee s action of sending twelve copies

'of Dr. J. Kromminga’s recent book, “The Christian Reformed Church”

to representatives of the Reformed faith in Germany, Hungary, Japan,

~ Korea, Australia and Ceylon. Adopted.

2. Synod continue the Committee for another year. Grounds:

a. Although the. Committee proposed that this Synod ‘“suspend
operations until new emergencies arise, or new doors of op-
portunity are opened to us,” the reports 7' and 7-A indicate the
-following business still' pending:

1) Support of theological student Baarlink, at Kampen

2) Intention “to continue support of other worthy ministerial
aspirants from Germany, whenever such are brought to- our
attention.”

3) “There is a possibility that we can serve the Reformed cause
in Hungary by supplying theological books. This is being
investigated.”

b. This will give the Committee time to wind up its activities in

. case no new doors of opportunity open up and can then request

the next Synod to dissolve the committee. Adopted.

3. Synod inform our constituency that no more offerings are neces-
sary for German and Hungarlan Spiritual Relief. Ground:
The balance on hand is amply sufficient to take care of all com-
mitments and predictable expenditures.
Adopted. (Report Continued in Art. 68.)

ARTICLE 62

Motion is made that the Committee on German and Hungarian
Spiritual Relief shall report in our church papers that no more offerings
are necessary for German and Hungaman and Spiritual Relief, but
also that this does not mean that there is no need any more for material

* relief in other forms. Adopted.
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ARTICLE 63
]* Ider H Baker closes this session with prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 1950
Sixth Session

ARTICLE 64
‘Elder Richard Postma requests Synod to sing No. 431 of our Psalter
Hymnal and leads us in prayer.

ARTICLE 65
* The roll is called, and Elders G. Wierenga, J. C. Goris, M. Tries-
tram, IY. L. Winter, M. Rozeboom and P.-De Kock are absent.

ARTICLE 66
The Rev. T. Yfi, alternate for the Rev. T. Verhulst, signifies his
agreement with the declaration of the TForm of Unity.

ARTICLE 67
Minutes of fourth and fifth sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 68 '

Synod continues report of the advisory committee on Varia, cf. Art.
61, the Rev. J. Geels reporting. 1. In deference to the “Commitiee on
Denominational Building” the reporter presents to Synod for prior
consideration their recommendation No. 1. (See Supplementary re-
port 9-2).

“To purchase the Fitzgerald property, located on the N. E. corner
of Plymouth and San Lue Rae Drive, providing the necessary zoning
changes can be obtained.” (Supplement 9-A.)

Synod rejected this proposal.

2. Recommendation No. 2 of the “Varia Commitice” was then
moved, since it was virtually the same as that suggested in the report
of the study committee Report 9, recommendation No. 2 :

“Synod authorize the purchase of the property on the corner of
Fuller and Franklin St., and the erection of a two-story Denominational
Building as proposed by the committee on Denominational Building in
report 9-A, B. (Supplement 9.)

Synod also rejected this proposal.

3. Motion is made to refer the matter back to the study committee
on Denominational Building and to ask this study committee to re-
port to this Synod, if possible. (cf. Art. 157, No. 35) (cf. Art. 160, -
VI). Adopted.

4. The advisory commitiee Varig presents the following recom-
mendation based on the request in Report 9-A.(Supplement 9-A).
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“Synod grant the request of Mr. Seven to be excused from this com-
mittee because he expects to be away from the city a considerable part
of the time, and refer the matter of appointment of another member

{or members) to the committee on appoiniments.” (cf. Art. 160, VI). -

Adopted.

5. Hungarian Relief Project.
A. Material: Report No. 32 (Supplement 32).
The Holland-Zeeland Deacon Conference is carrymg out this Syn-

. odically mandated project of Relief for our brethren in the Reformed

church of Hungary under great difficulties due to the opposition of a
communistically controlled government. On a limited scale, invalu-
able aid in the form of food, clothing and medicine has been 1endere(l
to these distressed brethren of the faith.
B. Recommendation:” , :
Synod decide to continue this work and request the committec to
report again to the next Synod. Adopted.

6. Sale of Annuity Bonds.

A. Material: Overture No, 29.

“Classis Grand Rapids Last in session at Lansing, Mich., May 10,
1950, was overtured to overture Synod to disapprove of the sale of
Annuity Bonds promoted by the Christian Reformed Board of Mis-
'stons. Discussion on the overture revealed that our Board of Calvin
College and Seminary has been confronted with the subject of Annuity
Bonds and that Synod has never expressed itself on that subject. And
that there is a difference of opinion about the propriety of Church re-
lated bodies’ sale of such bonds.

“Hence, Classis decided to overture Synod to study the principle of
the sale of Annuity Bonds.”

B. Recommendation:

Synod appoint a commitiee to study the principle of Annuity Bonds,
for the reasons mentioned in said overture, and report to the Synod
of 1951. Adopted. (cf. Art. 160, V1.)

7. Worldly Amusements.
A. Maiterial: Report No. 10 (Supplement 10).

-

The Committee on Amusements (see Art. 130 of Acts, 1949) re- -

ports that it has found it impossible to report at this Synod and trusts
they will be able to report to the Synod of 1951.
B. Recommendation:

Synod continue the Committee and instruct it o report to the Synod
of 1951 (Cf. Art. 160, VI.) Adopted. (Report continued in Art. 145.)

ARTICLE 69

The Adv1sory Committee on Church Order Rev. \?Vm Heynen re-

porting, presents the following:
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- I. VorinG ror MINISTERS ON THE LORD s DAY

A. Materials: Overture No. 4. Classis Pacific overtures Synod
to rescind Art. 55 of the Acts of Synod, 1881 and allow our churches
to vote for ministers on the Lord’s Day. '

\

B. Recommendation:

Motion was made ‘that the overture.of Classis Pacific be adopted on
the ground that such matters can safely be left to the judgment of the
individual consistory. Adopted.

II. CarLiNG oF RETURNED MISSIONARY. ‘

A."-Materials: Overture No. 7. Classis Sioux Center asks Synod
to declare that the Rev. A. H, Selles should be recommended to the
churches for a cail.

B. Synod rejects the advice of the Advisory Committee to adopt
the overture and requests the Advisory Committee on Church Order
"to come to this Synod with advice on the matter of the relation of
Rev. Selles to the Board of Foreign Missions. (See Art. 158 for final
‘ decmon) Adopted (Report continued in Art. 75.)

ARTICLE 70

Synod decides to reconvene on Monday morning at 10 o’clock. Elder
H. Bogert closes this session with prayer.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 19, 1950

Seventh Session

ARTICLE 71

The Rev. A. C. De Jong requests Synod to sing No. 281 of the
Psalter Hymnal and leads in the opening prayer.

ARTICLE 72
" Four delegates were absent at the tlme of roll call but arrlved during
this. session.
. ARTICLE 73
Minutes of the sixth session are read and approved.

ARTICLE 74
. The chairman announces the following to serve as members of the
 Committee on Appointments: Rev. J. Gritter, Pres.; Rev. J. Geels,
Sec.; Rev. O. Breen; Rev. J. A. Mulder; Rev., G. Van Laar; Rev. N.
‘ _Veltman the elders R. Postma ; P. Lucas; H. ] Ten Hove; N. Vander
Ark; J. Van't Hof. (Report in Art. 160. )
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ARTICLE 75 .
© The- Advisory Committee Church Order, (CE. Art. 69), Rev. W,
Heynen reporting, presents the following: :
.ReForMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD OF AMSTERDAM 1949,
A. Materials: Report No. 41 of the Christian Reformed Delegates
to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam 1949. (Supplemenl
41.) ’

B. Advice: ‘
1. That Synod express app1ec1at10n to the delegates who 1ep1esented

“our denomination at the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdan.

Adopted. :
2. That action on the decisions of said. Synod be w1thheld until our

1951 Synod. Grounds:

a. The minutes of the Reformed Ecumemcal Synod .of 1949 have
not yet been made available to our consistories and ministers.
b. The next Reformed Ecumenical Synod w111 not meet until 1953
~ so there is no reason for haste.
¢. This is in harmony with the suggestion of our delegates. Adopted.
3. There are certain particular matters which need the immediate
attention of Synod and your committee advises that our Delegate to

-the Reformed Ecumenical Synod present these to Synod dlrectlv

(Cf. Art. 76.) Adopted.

ARTICLE 76

Our . delegate to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod, Dr. C. Bouma,
presents to synod the matters on which the synod of 1951 must pass.
They are the following: '

L Change in Doctrinal Basm (Art. 30)
+II.  Decision on The Church and Its Doctrine. (Art. 39 and 52)

ITI. . Decision on Christian Nature. (Art. 51)
" 1V. Decision on Church and State. (Art. 66)

V. Decision on Ecumenicity, i.e., WCC, ICCC, NAE (Art. 84)

VI. Decision on Eschatology. (Art 87)

VII. Decision on Creation and Evolution. (Art. 89)

ARTICLE 77
Matters that pertained to the Ecumenical Synod requiring lmmedtate
attention were presented by Dr. C. Bouma as follows:

I. REGULATIONS FOR REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNODS.

“At the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam, called together
on the basis which is known to all present, (Cf. Art. 5 and the amend-
ment in Art. 30) it was evident more than once that, for future Re-
formed Ecumenical Synods, further rules must be made, namely re-
specting name and character, competency and constitiency and manner
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of working of these  Ecumenical Assemblies. Synod decides to -ap-
point a conmunittee which is to report and present proposals at the next |
Reformed Ecumenical Synod.” (Art. 92, Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod of
Amsterdam.) '

It is proposed that this be accepted as information. Adopted.

II. ARRANGEMENTS FOR ARCHIVES.

“Synod decides:

1. to request the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands to accept
the archives of Reformed Ecumenical Synods for safe keeping; ‘
2. to request the coming General Synod of the Reformed Churches
at The Hague to appoint the Reformed Church of Amsterdam keeper

of archives for the documents of the Reformed Ecumenical Synods;

3. to have photostatic copies made of the most important documents
~and deliver a copy to the archive-keeping church to be appointed re-
" spectively by the American, the South African, and the Indonesian
brethren present at the Reformed Ecumenical Synod for the above-
named regions.” (Art. 93, sub. 1, 2, 3, Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod.)

It is proposed that this be accepted as information. Adopted.

III. As 1o FINANCING OF AGENDA, ACTS, AND REPORTS.

“Synod decides to distribute among the churches represented at
-Symnod, according to their respective ability, the cost of correspondence,
printing of agenda, reports and acts and preparing of reports during
the sessions of Synods.” (Art. 93, sub 4, Acts Ref. Ec. Synod.)
Approved.

IV. APproINTMENT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS.

“Synod decides to appoint a committee and instruct it:

a. to systematize and expand as much as possible the data on Re-
formed churches throughout the world, and the names and addresses
of individuals collected for this Reformed Ecumenical Synod;

b. to publish periodically a bulletin on the state of Reformed church

_life throughout the world ; ;

c. to seek ways and means to discover and aid in every way those
who, often at lonely outposts, hold to the Word of God according to -
the Reformed Confession; to serve with advice eventual Reformed

" minorities in church bodies, and thereby to strengthen Reformed church
life throughout the world.” (Art. 93, sub 5. Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod.)
Approved. .

V. ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT ECUMENICAL SVNOD.

[. The next Reformed Ecumenical Synod will be held D.V. w
August, 1953, in Edinburgh. The “Free Church of Scotland” hopes
to be the sponsoring church. ' '
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I1. The following churches are invited to that Synod:

North Americw:

The Christian Reformed Church.

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

The Free Magyar Reformed Church in North America.
The Associate Presbyterian Church.

The Reformed Presbvterian Church.

The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of N. A.
The Protestant Reformed Church.

The Bible Presbyterian Church.

South Africa:
9. Die Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid-Afrika (Kaapland).
10. Die Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk van Natal.
11. Die Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk van die Oranje Vrijstaat.
12. Die Nederduitse Hervormde of Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid-
Afrika (Transvaal).
13.. Die Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk van Afrika.
14. Die Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid-Afrika.
15. The Church of England in South Africa.

Europe:
Netherlands:

16. De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland )
17. De Ger)efmmeerde Kerken in Nedexland (Postal addless Onderh.
Art. 31 .

18. De Gereformeerde Gemeenten.
19. De Oud-Gereformeerde Gemeenten.

Scotland : L
20. The Free Church of Scotland. '
+'21., The United Original Secession Church of Seotland.

22. The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Secotland.
23. The Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

Ireland :
24. The Irish Evangelical Church,

France: -
25. Unjon nationale des Eglises Reformees evangeliques indepen-

dantes de France.

00 =10y Tk 00 N
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Hungary :
- 26. The Hungarian Reformed Church.

Asta:
Indonesie :
27. The Reformed Churches in Indonesia.
28. The Malay-Chinese Churches.
29. The Javanese Churches.
30. The Sumbanese Churches.
31. The Toradja Church on Celebes.

Japan:
32, The Reformed Church of Japan.

Australia:
33. The Free Presbyterian Church of Australia.

Invitation of guests.is left to the sponsoring church in consultation
with the advisory committee. (Art. 97, Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod.)

- Approved.
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VI. CoMMITTEE ON MARITAL PROBLEMS.

“After sample discussion the following decision is taken: The

_ Ecumenical Synod decides to appoint a new and more. extended com- .

mittee and instruct it to consider especially the following points:
1. The number of biblical grounds for divorce;
2. The question of the ecclesiastical status of persons divorced on

unbiblical grounds and subscquently remarried, as long as their original

marriage partner is still living;
3. The question of polygamous marriage whether contracted before
or after conversion.” (Art. 90, Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod) Approved.

VII. COMMITTEE ON I\ISPIRA’IION ]
“Synod continues the Committee on Inspiration (Acts First Ref.

" Eec. Synod, Grand Rapids, p. 173, point 7). Synod decides to write a

letter to the members of this committee in which they are requested to
limit themselves definitely to the problems in respect to Inspiration
which have recently come to the foreground.” (Art. 101, Acts Ref.

- Ecum. Synod.) 4 pproved

VIII. DecisioN INTERNATIONAL REFORMED MISSION Councir. (Cf.

Supplement 48.)

*“l. The Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam decides tn-
form an International Reformed Mission Council. Synod therefore
invites the constituent churches each to appoint one delegate to this -
Council.
“2. The International Reformed Mission Council has as its task:
a. The study and dissemination of Reformed Mission Principles;
b. To keep informed on what is done on the various Reformed mis-
sion fields and to assist the churches with advice wherever needed ;

¢:. To seek ways in which the various Reformed churches can come
to' closer cooperation in the field of missions and to giving mutual
assistance.

“3, The International Reformed Mission Counc1l 1s therefore

. charged:

a. To hold a2 meeting or conference at Stated times, but at least :
once in five years, for the discussion of problems of missionary
principle or missionary practice that may have arisen;

b. To appoint a permanent secretary whom the churches can address .
as the need arises;

c. And further to do all that belongs to its above-mentioned task.

“4. The Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam advises the

.constituent churches to bear the expense of this Mission Council to-
~gether, with the understanding that the various churches shall contribute

thereto proportionately according to the measure of their ability, and
in accordance with a schedule to be determined.
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“5. The delegate to the International Reformed Mission Council
appointed by.the Christian Reformed Church (in America) is designated -
as convener of the ﬁrst meetmg ” (Art. 85, Ref. Ecum. Synod.)

"Approved.

- ARTICLE 78
Items B and C of Report 48 “Representatives on International Re-
formed Missionary Council” are referred to our Committee on Ap-
pointments. (cf. Art. 160, VI) (Supplement 46) (cf. Art. 77; VIII).

ARTICLE 79
 The advisory Church Order (cf. Art. 69) committee, Rev. Wm,
Heynen reporting, presents the following:

PARTICULAR SyNops

A, Materials: Overture No. 34 from Classis Kalamazoo asking
the Synod of 1950 to take the necessary steps preparatory to the reali-
zation of the institution of particular Synods. N

" B. Recommendation: -
Synod decides to appoint a study committee to determine the desira- ‘

. bllxty and feasibility of particular synods. (cf. Art. 160, VI).
. Adopted.

» ARTICLE 80 ,
Advisory committee on Educational Matters, Rev. J. Vander Ploeg
reporting, presents the following:

. I. *MarTeERs PERTAINING TO CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY.

(Agenda Reports No. 19 and No. 19-A) (Supplements 19, 19-A).
" A. The Large Number of Seminary and Pre-Seminary Stidents.

In accordance with the request of the Board of Trustees we call
the attention of Synod to the large numbers of Seminary and Pre-
Seminary students. In doing this we wish to inform Synod that the
coming enrollment of regular students in the Seminary stands at
about 100, and that there were 171 Pre-Seminary students’in the Col-
lege during the last year. In view of this we recommend:

1. That Synod accede to the request-of the Board of Trustees “to
repeat and underscore its (Synod’s) decision of last year, i.e. request
consistories, mission boards, etc., to be alert to possibilities of new
fields,and spheres of activity where this great potential of power may
profitably be put to work in a world: sorely in need of their conse-
crated efforts.” Adopted.

2. That Synod urge our congregations and mission-boards to do
everything possible to open up new fields of missionary activity for
which the services of these young men are available. Adopted.

a. For summer-time field work and )

b. For full-time work after their graduation.
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3. That Synod urge our larger churches to give very serious con-
sideration to the possibility and also the wisdom of organizing daugh-
ter congregations so as to open up ncw fields of labor, and thereby
. also to promote the spiritual interests of the churches involved.

. Adopted. -

4. That Synod request our Seminary faculty to do what it can to
keep these matters alive in the consciousness of our consistories and
congregations. Adopted.

5. That Synod request the editors of our church papers to write
about these matters at suitable intervals so that they may be properly
impressed upon the minds and hearts of our constituency. Adopted.

B. Appoiniments and Re-appointments.

We recommend that Synod approve of the following:

1. The re-appointment of:

a. Miss Nella Beukema, assistant in Organic Science, for one year.

b. Dr. E. Wolthuis, Chemistry, for a four-year term.

¢. Dr. C. Boersma, Modern Languages, for a four-year term.

d. Rev. Henry Van Til, Bible, for two years,

e. Robert Settergren, Assistant in Mechanical Drawing, for -one
year.

f. Prof. George Stob, Church History in Calvin Seminary, for
six years. Approved.

2. The conditional appointments of Mr. Arthur Otten and Mr. Cal-
vin Andre (both taking advanced study at present) for I'rench and
Physics, respectively, to take effect when they shall have completed
their studies. ..Adopted.

3. The appointment of:

a. Dr. Cecil De Boer as Philosophy teacher for 2 years. .1dopted.

b. Mr. E. Runner as Philosophy teacher. This appointment is pro-

visional upon a favorable outcome of an interview before the
Board next February. He is in the Netherlands at present com-
pleting work for his Ph.D. degree. Adopted.

(Report continued in Art. 85).

_ ARTICLE 81 .
 Elder R. Holwerda closes this session with prayer.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19, 1950
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 82

" The Rev. J. Olthoft asks Synod to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 90 and
leads in prayer.
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. ARTICLE 83 ‘
] 1der J. Langeland takes the place of Tlder J. Van’t Hof and ex-
.presses his agreement with the “Forms of Unity.”

ARTICLE 84
The advisory committee on Indian and Foreign Missions requests
Synod for a session as soon as possible to be devoted to a considera-
tion of theé question of the “Indigenous Mission Policy.”” Grounds:
There is so much material which should be clear in the minds
of the delegates before the matter can be properly discussed.
We believe we can help Synod to a better understanding of the
issues involved by presenting the following:
1. Report and recommendation of the committee:
2. Address by the Rév. F. Vander Stoep on Mission policy on
. New Mexico field. (Not to exceed 30 minutes.)
3. Address by the Rev. H. Boer on Policy on Nigerian Tield,
(not to exceed thirty minutes.)
4. Questions from the floor and. discussion.
Synod decides to accede to the request and stipulated Tuesday morn-
ing. (cf. Art. 94) (continued in Art. 94).

ARTICLE 85
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, (Cf. Art. 80),
‘Rev. _] Vander Ploeg reporting, presents the following:

I. INSURANCE.

We recommend that Synod approve of the increase in insurance on
the buildings and equipment. Synod approves. (Report No. 19-A,
Supplement 19-A.)

TI. Orpenx Snor Lasor Poricy.
A. Materials: See Overtures No. 13 and No. 28.)
1. Two overtures have been addressed to Synod in connection with
the awarding of the contract for the Calvin College library addition.
a. The Consistory of the Second Church of Kalamazoo overtures
Synod to instruct the Board of Calvin College and Seminary to
- adhere to the principle of the “open shop” in the letting of con-
tracts for any building projects for Calvin College and Seminary.
b. Classis Grand Rapids East forwards to Synod an overture of
the Consistory of Boston Square Church of Grand Rapids
1) To express disapproval of the action of the Board of Trustees
of Calvin College and Seminary in awarding the contract for
the addition of the Library building to a contractor who
_ operates under a closed shop labor policy with the A. F. of L.
2) To request that action be taken that will insure an open shop
labor policy on all Calvin College and other church-controlled
buildings that may be erected in the future.

’
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In forwarding the above overture Classis Grand Rapids East
adds these two comments:

1) That Classis feels that the Board of Tmstees did not exhaust
every means to do justice to the policy of the open shop.
2) That in future eventual contracts for the construction of build-
ings the Board should exert itself to the utmost to do full
justice to our own laboring men.

B. Rccommendaiqons

1. Synod express its confidence in the Board of Trustees by declat—
ing .that ‘no specific synodical ruling was vxolated by the action the
Board has taken. Adopted.

- 2. That Synod take grateful note of the following decision found
in the minutes of the Board of Trustees:

“Regarding the CLA communication of Mr. ] Gritter, the Board
decides to inform Mr. Gritter that we are aware of the fact that the
matter at hand constitutes a real problem which we would not minimize,
and that we feel for the hardships which many of our fellow-believers
suffer for conscience sake in connection with their refusal to affiliate
with so-called neutral unions. Furthermore, inasmuch as we are eager
to find. a bétter solution to our problem-—if there be one — we take
favorable action on the suggestion of the CLA Secretary as follows:
The Board instructs its Executive Committee, or whateves committee
may be authorized to award contracts, to invite representatives of the
CLA, and others whom they may desire, to their meeting to confer
on the matter of awarding contracts to closed-shop or open«shop firms.”

‘ Adoﬂed ‘

' 3. Synod express its regret that the Board of Trustees in awarding
the Library contract did not concern itself sufficiently to guarantee
equal rights of employment to all workers irrespective of their member-
' Shlp or non-membership in any particular labor organization. Adopted.

4, Synod- decide that in awarding future eventual contracts for the
construction of buildings the Board of Trusteés, and also all other
denominational boards, shall exert themselves to the utmost to safe-
“guard the rights of those whose conscientious convictions prevent them
from affiliating with the so-called neutral labor organizations. Adopted.

(Report continued in Art. 112.) ‘

ARTICLE 86

The Advisory Committee Home Missions, Rev. Wm. P. Brink re-

porter, presents the following matters:: )
. :, I. Parerson HEBrREw MissioN Boarbp.

A Material: Report No. 3 (Supplenient 3.)
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B. Recommendation:
That Synod thank the Pate1sou Hebrew Mission Board fm the
work which has been done. Adopted.

II. CHicaco JEwisE Mission.’

A.. Material: Report No. 4 (Supplement 4.)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod thank the Chicago Jewish Mission Boa1d for the work
which has been done. Adopted.

e
. |

III Back To Gop Hour. . ‘
CA. Materm]s Reports No. 15, 13-A, 15-B (Supplements 15, 15-A,
15-B.) ‘ '

B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod express its appreciation and gratitude to all those
who have made special contributions in carrying on the various phases
- of work in connection with our Back to God Hour. Adopted.
2. That Synod appoint a committee to carry on the work of the .
Back to God Hour. Adopted. (Cf. Supplement 15-A, IV, 1.) ° i
3. Since the Back to God Hour committee does not definitely recom-
mend any specific expansion proposal, we are unable to p'roﬁer specific.
advice. As to expansion policy, Synod instruct that expansion be within
the limits of the budget and in accord with. the decisions of 1948 and
1949. (Acts 1948, p. 56, C. 1, 2, and Acts 1949 p. 81, B7.) Adopted.
4. (Cf. Report No. 15-A, 1V, 2) (Supplement 15-A) That Synod
approve the three point follow-up program of the Back to God Com-
mittee as projected and executed, consisting of:
a. Follow-up work through the mail, including the Family Altar.
b. Follow-up work by personal calls, the experimental work in
calling on our listeners in cities where we have no churches, the
national canvass, and the attempts to correlate this work with the
-work of Home Missions. (Cf. Arts. 101, 102.)
c. The Radio Rallies in various communities in cooperation w1th
our local churches. Adopted. :

R e T S T S < e,

‘ 1V. GenerAL COoMMITTEE ¥orR HoME MISSIONS,
L A. Materials: Reports No.. 13, 13- A (Supplement 13, 13- -AL)
Overture No. 16. Overture No. 32. )

B. Recommendations:

1. That a member-at-large and his alternate be elected for the te1m :
1950-1953, and that this matter be referred to the commtttee on ap-
pointments. (Cf. Art. 160.) Adopied.

2. (Ct. Agenda Report No. 13, III D, p. 71f) (Supplement 13.)
With respect to mission groups that have received financial assistance
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from the Church Extension Fund for ‘the procurement of buildings
- Synod adopt the following Refund Rules:

" a. These groups shall seek to become organized and callmg churches
as soon as feasible.

b. While these groups are in the.mission stage and prior to their
becoming calling churches, financial investments for building ob-
jectives are to be provided by the Txecutlve Commlttee for Home

Missions.

¢. Subsequent to having become a calling church financial invest-
ments for additional building objectives are to be sought from
the committee for Church Help:
d. Re-investments made by the Executive Committee and repay-
ment thereof to this committee the following rules shall obtain:
1) The investment from the Ilxecutive Committee is to be interest
free. _

2) When the mission church is placed in the category of calling
church its properties shall be evaluated. If the evaluation is
in excess of the investment made by the Executive Comunittee
for Home Missions, the excess value shall be credited to the
recipient church. If the evaluation is less than the investment
made by the Executive Committee for Home Missions, the
loss shall be sustained by the Executive Committee for Home
Missions. .

3) Repayment of adjusted investments made by the Executive
Committee for Home Missions shall begin 5 years from the
date that the mission church has become a calling church;
however, repayment may begin sooner if the recipient church
so desires. Repayment from date must be made at the rate of-
5% of the principal per annum. Adopted.

3. (See Agenda. Report No. 13, IV B) (Supplement 13.) That
Synod grant permission to call additional missionaries for Canada as
needed. Adopted.

4. (See Agenda Report No. 13, VII and Agenda Report No.
13-A, C; D.) (Supplements 13, 13-A.) That Synod adopt the follow-
ing rules for the Fund for Needy Churches. ,

a. That the minimum salary to be paid the ministers of recipient
churches irom the IF. N, C. be set at $2,800 for 1951.

b. That an additional children’s allowance of $125.00 per child per
annum be granted through the ngh School age. By the st1pula—
tion “through the High School age” is meant:

1) That this allowance shall not be granted after the child has
graduated from the High School.



N R
e e i i N
e

et

TF W

ARTICLE: l86 . 31

2) That this allowance shall not be continued beyond the nine-
teenth birthday. '

3) That this allowance shall not be granted in the event a child
becomes a wage earner and does not continue its educatlon
Adopted.

That with respect to the children’s allowances:

1) The payment of this allowance be made retroactive for the

vear 1950. Adopted.
2) The children’s allowance to be paid will be in excess of the
$2,800.00 minimum salary set by Synod; and not in excess of
" those salaries, which in the case of some churches receiving
assistance from the F. N. C,, already sufficiently exceed the
minimum salary established by Synod. Adopted.
That the minimwm per family contribution toward the pastor’s
salary of families belonging to the recipient churches from the
F.'N.-C. be sct at $50.00 per annum. Adopted.

That the minimum per family contribution toward the pastor’s
salary of families belonging to our Canadian Immigrant churches
be set at not less than $20.00 per annum and that this amount be
annually increased until they are on a par with recipient churches

in U. S. Adopted.

f. The Home Missions committee recommends “that Synod declare
the Iund for Needy Churches to be available for churches sup-

porting a second minister engaged as a pastor for evangelization,
to a maximum of one-half of the salary to be paid to the pastor,
when the need is properly established in compliance with the
existing rules for the Fund for Needy Churches.”

Your advisory committee recommends that Synod do not accede
to this request. Grounds:
1. This is an improper use of the I'. N. C. which has been de-

signed to assist churches to become adequately established.

2. Missionary work ought to be supported by missionary funds.
Synod of 1949 established a method by which a separate
fund be built up to help local churches in the work of
evangelism. (See Acts, 1949, Art. 78, 1, p. 33f.) Adopted.

[o8)

V. CanNADIAN IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE.
" A. Materials: Reports No. 27 and 27-A (Supplements 27, 27-A.)

Recommendations:

That Synod continue previous .appointments. Grounds

The peculiar nature of the work.

The lknowledge thesc men bave will enable them to work more
effectively. Adopted. :
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2. That Synod approve the appointment of Mr. Herman Wierenga
as full-time fieldman for Alberta. Adopted. ,

3. That Synod approve the appointment of Mr. L. Vander Berg as
full-time fieldman for Eastern Ontario. Adopted.

4. That Synod appoint a new committee member for British

Columbia from the following nomination: Mr. J. Vander Velde and .

Mr. A. De Jong. - (Cf. Art. 160, V1.) Adopted.

5. (See Report No. 27-A.) (Supplement 27-A.) That Synod place
the Canadian Immigration Fund on a quota basis: (Cf. Art. 157.)
Grounds:

a.” The offerings have heretofore been 1nsufﬁ01ent to care for the

work adequately.

b.. The work of the Committee is*of such a nature that it must be

made more secure. '

¢.” The Canadian Immigration movement is of great importance to

our entire denomination and is calling for large financial sup-

port of the various committees and funds engaged in this major

denominational undertakmg (Report continued in Art. 121.)
Adopted :

: ARTICLE 87
The chairman speaks a word of welcome and greeting to the Rev.
Jerry Pott, our missionary from South America.

ARTICLE 88

Rev J. Betten, reporter for the Obituary Commiitee (Cf. Art 19),
presents the following resolutions:

_ ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Since the Synod of last year it pleased our Heavenly Father to call
unto Himself in glory, our fellow-ministers in Christ: . '
Rev. Wm. Terpsma; Rev. Joseph P. De Vries; Rev. Johannes
B, Hoekstra; Dr. Ralph L. Haan; Rev, Karst Bergsma; Rev.
Harm Vander Woude; Rev. Leonard Trap; Rev. Henry
Guikema; Rev. Albert Wassink.

These dear brethren attained an average age of 72 years, and might
serve in the active ministry in our churches an average of 36 years.. We
express our gratitude to God for the many years they might serve our
churches in' the administration of the Word and the Sacraments.

Their departure urges us to heed the admonition given in Hebrews
13:7, 8: “Remember them that had the rule over you, men that spake
unto you the Word of God; and considering the issue of their life, imitate
their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yea and for-
ever.” This word is of great comfort and encouragement to the sorrow-
ing and to Christ’s Church, because it gives the assurance that the Christ
" they preached and lived remains the same.

Rev. 14:13: “And I heard 4 voice from heaven saymg, Write, Blessed
. are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth; Yea, saith the Spirit,
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" that they may rest from their labors; for their works follow with them.”
.Moved to spread the above Obituary m the Acts of Synod and to'

P‘ ‘ forward a copy to the sormwmg ones.
’ Slgned,
P. JONXER
Jos. BETTEN
ARTICLE 89

‘

Elder H. Medema closes this session with thanksgiving to God.

' TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20, 1950
- . Ninth Session
" ARTICLE 90

~ Synod began this session with the singing of Number 402 and
prayer by Rev. R1chard Wezeman.

ARTICLE 91
Roll call shows all members of Synod present.

ARTICLE 92 -
The minutes of the seventh and eighth sessions are read and Synod
approves :

ARTICLE 93 ’
o Dr. J. C. DeKorne calls attention of Synod to Mission Board re-
port, page 12, of the Agenda reading as Tollows:

Representation at S wwd In addition to the rcpresentatlon provided .
for by the Mission Order, the board requests Synod to permit it to be
represented by our president or vice-president, and by the treasurer.
“(cf. Supplement 12.) This was granted. :

ARTICLY. 94 .

The Advisory Committee on /ndian and Foreign missions (cf. Art.
84), Dr. P. Y. De Jong reporting, presents to Synod its preliminary
: report on Mission Policy. Rev, F. Vander Stoep and Rev. Harry Boer
are given opportunity to present their respective positions, after which

also Dr. J. H. Bavinck favored the Synod with some of hns views on
the matter (cf. Art. 98)..

R T T e T R
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ARTICLE 95
Elder C. Runia closes the session w1th prayer.

. . TUESDAY.AFTERNOON, JUNE 20, 1950
o : , Tenth Session

f ARTICLT 96

L

The Rev B. Vanden Brink leads Synod in opening devotions aftcr

we sing from No. 81 of the Psalter Hymnal. At this time Mr. Juan

b Coonsis, a Zunt Indian Christian, a graduate from our mission school
i+ . favors us with a vocal solo, singing, “Out of my bondage.”

i
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ARTICLE 97
Rev. Wm, Van Peursem, temporarily takes the place of Rev. O.
Breen, and the Rev. Wm. Van Rees substitutes for Rev. J. Vander
Ploeg. Both affirm their agreement with- the “Forms of Unity.”

ARTICLE 98

Motion was made that the matter of “Mission Policy” with which
we were dealing at the close of the last session be referred again to
the Advisory Committee for further study and advice. (cf. Art. 127.)
Adopted.

ARTICLE 99

The advisory committee, Home Missions (cf. Art. 86), Rev. W
P. Brink reporting, presents the following:

1. Rew. J. Wristers: (See Report No. 13-A, seétion A) (Supple-
ments 13-A).

a. That Synod approve the agreement between thc Gereformeerde

- Kerk of Watergraafsmeer, the Netherlands, and the Executive

Committee for Home Missions of the Christian Reformed

Church in America re the financial provisions pursuant the stay

and labors of the Rev. J. Wristers in the U. S. in behalf of the
sailors of the Dutch Merchant Marine. Approved.

b. That Synod approve the statement made to the U. S. Imtmgra-
tion authorities rc the payment of the salary of the Rev. J.
Wristers, Approved.

2. Canadian Ministers.

That Synod gratefully acknowledge the work being done in re the

problem of our Canadian ministers whose stay in Canada is limited to
five years. Approved.

3. Owerture No. 16.
A. Material: ‘
Classis Kalamazoo overtures “That the Synod allow Classis Kata-
‘mazoo a place on the Executive Committee of Home Missions.
“Ground: Classis Kalamazoo is the only Michigan Classis not
represented on the Exccutive Committee.”

B. Recommendations:

a. Your advisory committee calls Synod’s attention to the fact that
the rules of the Home Mission Order read: “There shall be an
Executive Committee composed of the three members-at-large
and the delegate members from six Classes to be designated by
Synod.” (Art. 4, b.)

b. Your advisory committee, furthermore, calls Synod’s attention
to the fact that Classis Kalamazoo has never been designated as
one of these six, and advises that this should be taken into con-



e e N e e T

B L

e

T

A

e e s SR

ArticLe 100 35

- sideration if-any redesignation of these six should take place.
Adopted.

4. Rev. Mr. Nagy of the Hungarian Reformed Church appeared
before your advisory committee and pleaded that we begin a home
mission project among Hungarian Reformed brethren in strategic
areas of Detroit. The extent of aid given to Hungarian Displaced
persons has made it impossible for the Hungarian Reformed Church
to undertake this project at present. The Rev. Mr. Nagy pledged his
support in the direction of the establishment of a Hungarian Chris-
tian Reformed Church. ,

Your advisory committee asks Synod to refer this matter to our
Home Missions Committee for serious consideration and investigation
and with power to act. Adopted.

5. Owerture No. 32. This overture reads, “The consistory of the
East Leonard Christian Reformed Church herewith begs leave to
present to you the request that Synod at once appoint a Director of ..
Evangelism.” The overture claims that there is need for such a direc-
tor, since there is a trend toward evangelism among our constituency;
that there is a distinct danger that our evangelism will become Armin-
ian; and that it may ‘“become a typical ‘Lay-movement’ ”; that we need
an ordained man in charge of evangelism even as we now have or-
dained men in charge of Missions and Home Missions; that synod
has already established a demominational Supplementary Fund for
Evangelization ; and that several suggested activities ought to be under-
taken by such a man. ’

Your advisory committee recommends that Synod do not ‘accede to

" this request. Grounds:

1. The overture draws an erroneous picture of evangelism when
it segregates it as a separate field apart from home missions and
the regular work of the Church. The work of the Church has
always been and is today the work of evangelism.

2. The need for a “director” of evangelism has not been established
since this work is already directed by our local consistories, pas-
tors, and Classical Home Missions Committees.

3. Our local groups are better able to direct local - programs than a
distant officer of Synod.

4. Our Classical and Synodical Home Missions committees are
well able to advise consistories having particular problems in
evangelism. (continued in Art. 121.) Adopted. . .

- ARTICLE 100

The Advisory committee on Publication Maiters, Rev. L. Veltkalﬁp
reporting presents the following: N
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I. Rerort or it SynobicaL Tracr CoMMITTEE,
A, Material — Agenda Report No. 23, pp. 141-144.  (Supplement
©23.) ) i : : ' '

- B. Rccommendations: ,

1. That Synod express its appreciation to the Committee. for its
diligent Jabors. Adopted.

2. That ’Sx nod approve the recommendation of the Tract Commit-
tee that it continue to have a Tract Conunittee. Adopied.

3. That Synod appoint the personnel of the Synodical Tract Com-
mittee and limit the tenure of office to two successive three-year terms.
 Adopted. ' ,

4. Your committee wishes to 1umnd q\nod of two vacancics on
the present committee which require replacement, that of Rev. 1.
Ttrap due to his demise, and Mr. Ben De Bocr, its efficient. seeretary,
who' is transferring to Callforma Received as Information.

/5. The committee forwards to Synod with jts approval and recom-
mendation the name of Rev. Nick De Vries as the suggestion of the
"Tract Committee to replace Rev. L. Trap. (cf. Art. 160.)

Referred to Committee on Appointments.

BN REPORT OF THE PuprLicaTioN COMMITTEE.
A. Ma[erral—Report No. 25, 25-A. (Supplements 25, 25- A)

B. Recommendations: oo

1. That Synod express its appreciation to the- committee for its
diligent labors. Adopied.

2. That Synod reappoint Mr. Jacob Veenstra, Mr. Fred Van Kleef,
Professor I.. Berkhof and Rev. Clarence Boomsma whose terms ex-
pire this year. (cf. Art. 160.) . ) :

Referred to Comumittee on Appointments. /

3. That Synod limit henceforth the tenure of office to two succes-
sive three-year terms for.all subsequent appointments 1etroact1ve two
years, (cf. Art. 160, 1.) Ado[n‘ed

4. Tt is recommended that in the future the Publication Committee
avoid. the practice of having committee members be contributing edi-
tors at the same time. Adopted.

5. We would call Synod’s attention to the second recommendation
of the Publication Committee and remind Synod that the Committee
has not presented a nomination for the appointment of - Editor-in-
_Chicf of De Wachter as required bv the decision of Synod. (Acts,
1926, p. 26; Schaver, p. 265.)

We recommend tlmt Synod present a nomination for clection from.
the fioor. o

Synod decides to table this matler until 2 later session. (cf. Arts.
110, 119.) :
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I .
JII. REPoRT oF TWE \/[15510.\* Suxpay Scriool LissoN PranNing
COMMITTEE.,
A. Material: Report No. 36 (Supplement 36).
B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod express its appreciation to the Pldnnmg (,ommlttec

~for its labors. Adopted.

2. That Synod adopt the plan of lessons submitted by the comimit-
tee with one qualification that said conmumittee include a lesson in its

‘cycle on Ascension, Pentecost, Easter and Christmas.  Adopted.

IV. OveErRTURE RE SERMONS.FOR READING SERVICES.,

A, Material: Overture No. 3.
Classis Pacific overtures Synod:
1. To continue to publish sermons.
2. To publish a larger number of sermons.
3. To publish sermons of from 30- 40 minutes in length."
B. Advice:
1. Your committece advises Synod to adopt overture No. 3 in its
entirety. Adopted.
2. Your commuttee, however, would add two qualifying recommen-
dations:
a. Due to prohibitive coqts and restricted usage and demand these
sermons be published in mimeograph f»orm, Adopted.
b. That the editing committee for said sermons emphasize simplic-
-ity and dignity in these messages. ddopted.

* V. SERMONS ¥OR READING SERVICES.

A. Materials — Overtures No. 3, 21.

Classis Pacific overtures Synod to publish more and longer sermons
in the English language for reading services.

The consistory of the Christian Reformed Church of Neerlandia,
Alberta, Canada, overtures Synod to publish more special sermons,
such as Prayer Day, Thanksgiving Day, Preparatory and passion
weck sermons, and also sermons on the Lord’s Days (Heidelberg Cate-

chism), as there seems to be a definite shortage of these sermons.

B. Recommendations:
1. Your committee advises against the request of Neerlandia’s con-
sistory re sermons for special days since the present series and vol-

umes of sermons contain such messages for special days. We advise

that in future publications of such sermons this same policy be fol-\
lowed for special religious days. Adopted.
2. As to the request for Catechism we advisé that our sermon com-

‘mittee publish a number of sermons on select Lord’s Days with a view
-to a systematic treatment of the high points of our Catechism.

(cf. Art. 160, VI, for committee.) Adopted.
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~VI. GRrADED SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS.

A. Material: Overture No. 14.

The Consistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of Grand
Haven overtures Synod to take such action as will résult in the estab-
lishment of a system of graded Sunday School lessons.

B. Advice: ,
1. Your committee advises Synod not to accede to this request.
Grounds:
~a. Our present Sunday School Planning Committee is endeavor-
ing to meet this need in the way of various present aids in the

Key by which the material is adapted to the several agc levels.
Adopted.

b. The question of the cor1eIat1on of the Sunday School material
with that of the Catechism and the Christian School, referred
to in point 4 of this overture, is at present under study by the
Educational Committee of Synod. (Report continued in Art.
102.) . Adopied. '

ARTICLE 101

The motion is made to reconsider the matter that was defeated 'at
an earlier session, namely the joint recommendation of the Back to
‘God Hour Radio Committee and the Home Mission Committee, to
instruct the Home missions committee to call a minister for follow-
up work. The motion carried. (cf. Art. 102.)

ARTICLE 102

The Rev. Wm. P. Brink, reporter for Advisory Committee, Home
- Missions (cf. Arts. 86, 99) presents the following for consideration:

A. Material — Report No. 15-B (Supplement 15-B).

B.  Recommendation

Your advisory committee recommends the adoption of the recom-
mendation of the Back to God Hour and Home Missions committees,
namely :

“that Synod instruct the General Committee for Home Missions to
call a missionary whose task it shall be to carry on the work of evan-
_ gelization specifically in connection with the follow-up program of
the Back to God Hour. It is understood that the missionary’s labors
will be outlined by the Executive Committee for Home Missions in
consultation with the Radio Committee.” (cf. Supplement 15-B.)

Grounds: _
1. The strategic importance of follow-up work in relationship to
our Back to God Hour requires that this work be effectively
organized and carried out by the work of and under the leader-
ship of a full-time minister. : .
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2. The need of such a man is urged upon us by two of our Synodi- -
cal committees. (Report continued in Art. 159.) Adopted. -

ARTICLE 103
The Advisory Conunittee, Church Order (cf. Arts. 69, 75 79), Rev.
.Wm. Heynen reporter, presents the following:

I. Orcawnizaxiox or Crassis ONTARIO.

A. Materials:

1. Overture No. 30 in which Classis Grand Rapids Itast asks the
‘approval of Synod to organize the Ontario Churches into a separate
Classis.

2. Overture No. 33 from the Consistory of Kitchener, Ontario, re-
questing Synod not to accede to the request of Classis Grand Rapids
East. The same Overture is supported by the Consistory of Hamilton,
Ontario and Holland Marsh.

3. A similar request as found in 2 from the Con51story of Chatham,
Ontario, Overture No. 38.

4. A similar request as found in 2 from the Consistory of Brampton,
Ontarzo Overture No. 40.

5. Similar requests as found in 2 from the Consistories of Picton,
Ontario, and Campbelliord, Ontario.. (Overture No. 40.)

B. Advice:

. That Synod approve the request of Classis Grand Rapids East to
organize the Ontario Churches into a separate Classis. Grounds:

1. It would alleviate the problem of the undue size of Classis Graad

Rapids East.
a. This Classis now numbers 43 congregations.

. b. New congregations are being formed constantly.

2. It would meet the particular needs of the Ontario churches.

a. There are 23 churches (organized or authorized) represent-

. ing about 1,000 families.

b. They are “neighboring churches”, C. O. Art. 41, with similar
needs and problems.

¢. Elders from these churches now find it difficult or impossible
to attend classis due to the demands of time and travel.
Adopted.

II. Erasure oF NoN-CONFESSING MEMBERS.

A, Materials:

The report of the Committee appointed by the Synod of 1948,
mandated to (a) draft a form for the excommunication of baptized
members and (b) recommend a better mode of procedure for ex-
communicating baptized members. Agenda Report No. 17, pp. 100-104.
(Supplement No. 17.) ‘
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B. Recommendations: '

To recommit this matter to the study committee enlarged by two
additional members, asking them to rewrite it keeping m mind the
following matters: (Cf. Art. 160, V1.)

1. Synod believes the covenant doctrine should be simply enunciated. -

2. The distinction between erasure and excommunication should be
clearly marked. .

3. . The form to be read should be clear and brief.

: 4. The matter should be offered to the church at large for dleUSﬁlOll o
o Adopted. (I\eport continued in Art. 109.)

ARTICLE 104
Elder W. De Leeuw leads us in closing prayer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 21, 1950

Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 105
Rev. B. J. Haan leads in devotlons after Synod sings Psalter Hymnal
No. 201.
: ARTICLE 106
"Roll call shows all, delegates are present.

) A ARTICLE 107 :
Elder D. Timmer expresses his agreement with the Form of Unity
taking the place of Elder P.. De Kock.

‘ ARTICLE 108
The minutes of the 9th and 10th sessions are read and approved.

ARTICLE 109 .
The Advisory Committee Church Order, Rev. Wi, Heynen report-
“ing. (Cf. Arts. 69, 79, 103), presents the following: :

I. WomEaN Vorine AT CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS.
A. Maoterials:

Report No. 20 on the proper function of congregational meetings and
the question of women voting at such meetings. (Supplement 20.)

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod thank the committee for its work. Adopted.

2. That Synod adopt the recoramendations of the committee in Sec-
tion IV of their report, which reads as follows:

“In view of the situation as indicated we believe it would be unwise
for the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church to make a pronounce-
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ment on this important question at this time. The bastc issues involved
have not come to sufficient clarity in the midst of our churches, and
the desired measure of agreement can hardly be expected at this time.
And inasmuch as this question not only confronts us but also our sister
churches in the Netherlands, and inasmuch as we are now holding
Ecumenical Synods from time to time, your conunittee advises Synod: .

First, to urge all our leaders, consistories, and Classes to study the
questions basic to this issue, giving particular hecd to the Scriptural
passages cited in this report.

Secondly, to request the next Refmmed Ecumenical Synod for advice
regarding the matter of women suffrage at congregational meetlng<
This request for advice, as we see it, should -embrace a study of the
nature and authority of congregational meetings in our Reformed sys-
tem of church government, and likewise an exegetical study of =2l
. Scripture passages which have bearing on this questlon ‘

It should be understood that pending the outcome of this fuxthcl

s -

at its congregational mieetings.” (Report continued in Art. 141.)
Adopted. . - : '
ARTICLE 110
Chairman advises Synod to request the Committee on Appointments
; to submit a nomination of two or three names for the editorship of the
*i. Wachter, Approved. (Ci. Art. 119.)

ARTICLE 111 -
Rev. B. Kruithof, fraternal delegate of the Reformed Church in
America, brings the greetings of h1s church Rev. J. Grltter responds
for Synod.

T T o e

ARTICLE 112
The Advisory committee on Educational Maiters (cf. Arts. 80, 85),
Dr. J. Daane reporting, presents the following:

-

I. MATTERS PeRTAINING T0 CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY.
(Reports No. 19 and No. 19-A) (Supplements 19, 19-A).

A Clark Memorial Home Site.
1. We call the attention of Synod to the followmg material :

a. The recommendations of the Board of Trustees found in the
following paragraph of its report: “There 1s a possibility of obtaining
more land adjacent to that bought three yvears ago, in connection with
which the Calvin Church desires to obtain a site. The Board decided
to recommend to Synod the purchase of an additional five acres of

* land from the Clark Memorial Home, and lease to the Calvin Church
of Grand Rapids one acre of the plat for a period of 99 years at the
regular price of $10,000 per acre. The decision as to the location of

investigation no church should undertake to introduce women suffrage
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the church property is to rest with the Board or its appropriate com-
mittee.”
" b. We also call the attention of Synod to the following overtures

anent the leasing of one acre of this pxoposed purchase to the Calvin
Church:

1) OQwerture No. 37 in which Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod to

grant this lease to the Calvin Church for the following reasons:

a) This will provide our Calvin College and Seminary with the
needed additional real estate. :

b) This will provide our Synod with an opportunity to express its
appreciation to our Calvin Church for services being rendered
our Calvin youth.

¢) The consideration that led Synod to reject a similar request from
our Calvin Church in 1948 no longer holds.

2) Owertures Nos. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 in which the consistories
of the following Grand Rapids churches overture Synod not to grant
this lease: Eastern Ave., Oakdale Park, Sherman St.,, Neland Ave.,
Fuller Ave., Boston Square, Dennis Ave. Following 1s a summary of
the grounds on which these overtures are based:

a) It is not within the province of Synod to act in the matter of a
building site for a local church. To move in this direction would
set a dangerous precedent.

b) The vast concentration of college personnel in one church would
tend to alienate the church and school.

.¢) No one church can properly supervise the student body.

d) No preferential treatment should be accorded any local church.
This would create resentment and disturb public relations.

e) Calvin Church has not made a request for this lease.

1) If Synod grants this request the denomination will also obligate .
itself ‘to help finance the erection of a church building large

. enough for all the students.

g) It would not be ethical to obtain a site. for the Calvin Church in
this round-about way.

h) To grant this request will foster the idea of a campus church
since a lease would definitely place the church on college property.

c. Finally we call the attention of Synod to Oweriure No. 50 in
which the Consistory of the Calvin Christian Reformed Chmch does

“the following:

1) The history of the matter which is before us is traced.

2) The problem is set forth as being one (a) of the Calvin Church
which makes the atquisition of this site necessary, (b) of Calvin
College which makes it desirable for the best interests of the Calvin
students to bave the Calvin Church establish itself in the campus area.
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3) The position. of the Calvin Church is set forth over against
various criticisms and misunderstandings which are held to be current.
4) The request is made that the pastor or his designated representa-
tive be given the privilege of the floor when the matter herein discussed

- is up for consideration. Dr. Henry Stob is given the privilege of the

floor in this discussion, and he avails himself of the privilege.

B. Recommendations: )

In connection with the above proposal of the Board of Trustees and
the overtures concerning it your committee recommends:

1. That Synod take up the matters of the purchase of the Clark
Memorial Home property and the leasing of one acre of it to the
Calvin Church as separate items. :

2. That Synod approve of the purchase of an additional five acres
of land from the Clark Memorial Home. Grounds:

a. There are good reasons to believe that the future needs of Calvm

warrant this purchase.

b. This purchase is desirable because the proposed property is.

adjacent to that which Calvin aiready has. Adopted.

3. That Synod instruct the Board of Trustees to reply to the Calvin
Church that said church should carry . on its own negotiations for a
church site whether such be a part of the Clark Memorial Home Pro-
perty or any other piece of land. Adopted.

4. That Synod regards the above decisions to be a sufficient answer
to the overtures that have been presented with respéet to this matter.
Adopted. (Report continned in Art. 140.)

ARTICLE 113
~ Elder B. Slings closes the morning session with prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21, 1950
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 114
Rev. Dr. J. Bruinooge requests Synod to sing number 340 of the
Psalter-Hymnal. and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 115
Eilder Walter Kok takes the place of Elder J. De Haan, and signifies
his agreement with our “Form of Unify.”

ARTICLE 116
Gleetmgs from Fraternal Delegates:
1. Rev. M. Arnoys, chairman of the Reception Committee, (Ci.
Art. 19), introduces Rev. J. P. Nagy of the Free Magyar Reforme(l
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Church of America, who brings us the greetings from his church and
informs us of the passing of Prof. Sebestyen. Elder Richard Postra
responds. Rev. J. P. Nagy presents a cer tlﬁcate of appreciation wlnch
. reads as follows:

. Fear God and Give Glory to Him
In grateful appreclatlon .

In token of the sincere appreciation and grateful thanks of the staﬂ"
and students of the Hungarian Reformed Church Academy at Sarospatak
for the most generous and valuable gifts of medicine, books, clothing, and
food given by the General Synod of the Christian Reformed Church of
America

Sarospatak (Hungary) on the 1st day of Oct.; 1949
(signed) Rev. Barnabas Nagy, D.D.
) Rector -of the Academy :

2. Rev. M. Arnoys introduces Mr. A. Warnaar, fraternal delegate
of the “Geref. Kerken in Nederland.” He spoke especially as President
of the Central Christian Emigrants Socmty Rev. R. Wildschut responds
for Synod.

3. The Rev. C. M. Schoolland introduces Rev. J. D. Edgar of the
Reformed ‘Presbyterian Church of North Amerlca The Rev. Lawrence
Veltkamp responds. for Synod

: ARTICLE 117

Rev. C. M. Schoolland, membet of the Reception Committee, in-
troduces ‘the following missionaries: (Cf. Art. 19.)

1. Rev. F. Vander Stoep, who speaks for the.general conference
of the Indian Field and all the workers on the field.: .

2. Rev. H. Boer speaks briefly to Synod as a representative of our
Nigerian Conference. :

3. Rev. A. Smit, who recently returned from China, tells of the
work as it is still carried on by our native Christians in China.

Rev. T. Verhulst responds for Synod.

ARTICLE 118
Dr. J. C. De Korne introduces to Synod the following missionaries:
Jennie Stielstra, Leonard P. Brink, Juan Coonsis, Bernard Haven,
Cand. C. Kuipers, Mary Kuit, Cornelia -De Witt, Wilhelmina Kalsbeel,
Magdalene Koets, Rev. ]erlv Pott. Rev. H. J. Evenhouse responds
f01 Synod. 7 ‘
ARTICLE 119 ‘
The Commitiee of Appointments presents the following names for
nomination for Editorship of De Wachter (Cf. Art. 110): Rev. L.
Van Halsema, Rev. J. Gritter, Rev. W. Haverkamp. Synod adopts the -
nomination.
Rey. E. Van Halsema is elected.
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ARTICLE 120

The Stated Clerk presents the following as the advice of our standing
committee on Church Ecumenicity and Church Correspondence:

A. Material: '

The invitation of the International Council of Christian churches to
send one or more observers to attend the Second Plenary .Congress
of this council to be held in the city of Geneva, Aug. 16-23, 1950,
was by decision in one of thé early sessions of our synod referred to -
your standing commitiee on Tcumemmty and Interchmch couespond-
ence to offer advice.

B. Recommendation:
Your committee recommends that synod do not grant the 1eque*~t :
of the 1. C. C. C. Grounds:

" 1. A similar request to send a representative to the I. C. C. C. in
Amsterdam in 1948 was rejected, since it would involve needless
expenditure of denominational funds. (Cf. Acts 1948, p. 59.)

2. Since our denomination is a member of the N. A, E,, it is in-
advisable to send a delegate to a competitive organization. The
I. C. C. C. is a direct outgrowth of the A. C. C. C., which our
synod did not choose to join in 1943 when confronted with the
choice between the' N. A, E. and the A. C. C. C. Adopted.

‘ - ARTICLE 121
The Advisory Committee Home Missions, Rev. W. P. Brink reporter,
(Cf. Arts. 86, 99) presents the following:

1. TuE Scori: oF CHURCH LXTENSION,

‘A. Material: Report No. 14 (Supplement 14.)

B. History: - ‘

1. The problem of the scope of church extension was brought to
the attention of the Church by the General Committee for Home Mis-
sions in its report to the Syned of 1949. (See Acts, 1949, pp. 228f%.)

a. The problem stated by the committee is ds follows: “Hence the
question and the problem, what is the scope of Church Extension?
Must it be limited to those that are without, the sheep that have strayed,

and the members that have settled in communities removed from our’

church centers; or does it also include church extension activities within
our church centers” in the promotion and establishment of new congre-
gations? : '
b. In seeking to solve the problem the committee called attention
to. the fact that the. Home Mission Order (Art. 3, a and c) mentions
“new fields within the bounds” of the Classes. The committee then
adds: “What is the significance of the term ‘possible new fields'?
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Must it be limited to the unchurched and the wandering sheep within
or removed from our church centers? Or does it include areas within
the vicinity of these church centers where also the members of our
churches have taken up residence? We deem that the term includes
the latter as well as the former.”

c. Upon the basis of this interpretation the General Home Missions
Committee recommended a declaration

(1) “That it belongs to the scope of Church Extension to interest
itself actively in the membership of our church which locates in new
residential areas within and/or adjacent to our church centers.

(2) “That when in our large churches personal and pastoral care,
and the needed supervision over the life of the membership is difficult
to attain, the organization of new congregations deserves promotion;
and that our Home Mlss1onar1es are available for assistance to realize
that objective.

(3) “That in these Church Extension activities the principle of
consistorial authority and supervision must remain duly recognized.”

d. We ought to notice that the General Home Missions Committee
posed a problem and suggested new regulations, or declarations, BUT
the committee only assumed and never established that the scope of
‘Church Extension included the membership of our church within or
adjacent to our church centers.

2. The advisory committee of Synod of 1949 recogmzed the problem
posed by the General Home Missions Committee — “Briefly stated
the problem is this: must church extension be limited to those that
“are without, the dispersed brethren of the faith and the unchurched,
or does church extension have a larger scope including our own church
centers where conditions warrant the promotion and establishment .of
new congregations.” The advisory committee of 1949 did not seek to
answer the problem itself but “deemed that the information and
recommendations . . . have much merit.”

3. Upon the recommendation of the advisory committee, Synod of
1949 gave a twofold mandate to the study committee. There is, however,
a discrepancy between the problem posed and the mandate given. In-
stead of committing the problem to a study committee, the mandate
assumes that the problem has been solved and so stipulates not that the
problem but rather that “the report dealing with the Scope of Church
Extension be given to a committee for further study.” Observe that the
committee of three appointed to study “the report” had two members
who helped frame the original report.

Assuming again that the basic problem had been settled a second-
stipulation was made “That this committee formulate the required
change in the preamble of the Home Mission Order.”
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4. We now turn to the Study Committee report before our Synod.
The committee did not enter into a study of the scope of church ex-
tension but rather into the secondary matter. “Upon reflection we were
convinced that the latter was the intent of Synod and that our mandate
confined itself to a reformulation of the preamble.” (Agenda, Report
No. 14, p. 82.) This means that the committee believed that Synod 1949
had itself in its mandate prejudged the conclusion.

5. At this point we ought to note that there are several things wrong

" with the procedure which was taken.

a. The report instead of the basic problem was committed for study.

b. The study itself was inhibited by the presumption that the
problem was solved.

c. The committee “confined itself to a reformulation of the preamble.”

'd. The recommendations of the study committee are a mere repetition
of the recommendations of the previous General Home Mission Board

- report plus a reformulation of the preamble.

e. Neither the Home Missions Committee, nor the Synodical advisory
committee of 1949, nor the present study committee have shown that
the “promotxon and establishment of new congregations in our church
centers” or adjacent areas ought on the basis of sound principle to be

“included in the work of our Home Missions Committee or in the Home

Misston Order. Apparently historical precedent had led to the con-
clusion proposed. Qur practlces ought to be determmed by p11n01ples
not vice-versa.

6. Upon the basis of this history your advisory committee concludes
that the crucial problem of the scope of Church Extension has not
been properly studied, and that the judgment to which the committee
came and upon which the suggested reformulation of the preamble
of the mission order rests has no adequate grounds.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod do not adopt the recommendations of the study
committee. Grounds:

The essential problem which led to the appointment of the study
committee has not been adequately studied or satisfactorily
answered. Adopted.

2. That Synod appomt a new committee to study the specific
problems posed: “What is the scope of Church Extension? Must it be
limited to those that are without, the sheep that have strayed, and the
members that have settled in communitiés removed from our church
centers; or does it also include the promotion and establishment of new
congregations among our own members and in our own church
centers?”’ Grounds:
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a. The mandate of the Synod of 1949 was confusing
b. Such a study should procede any change in the Home Mlsswn'
Order. (Cf. Art. 160, V1.)" Adopted.

II. Back To Gop HoUr COMMITTEE.

A. Material: Synod of 1950 requested this advisory cormmittee to
come with recommendations with respect to the membership and
tenure of office on the Back to God Hour Committee.

“B. Recommendations: .

1. That two members be added to the present commiittee, making its
membership 12 instead of 10. Grounds:

‘a. -This will facilitate' a systematlc plan of retirement.

b. This will insure greater continuity.

¢. This will make broader representation possible. Adopted

2. 'That Synod limit the tenure of office to two successive three-year
terms. Adopted. -

3. That Synod refer the matter of the composition of this commlttec
to the Committee on Appointments.. (Cf. Art. 160, VI.) Adopted.

* III. Crarrain COMMITTEE.
A. Materials: Report No. 38 (Supplement 38.)
B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod thank the Chaplain Committee for its Work -Adopted.
2. That Chaplain Dick J. Oostenink, Jr., continues to be a minister
‘of the Newton, N. J., consistory. Received as information. .
3. That Synod grant Chaplam E. J. Holtrop the privilege of
briefly addressing our body, if he is present. Adopted.

"IV. Cawnapian Rerier Fuwp.
A, Materials: Report No. 39 (Supplement 39.)
B. Recommendation:

That Synod thank the Canadian Relief Commlttee and the diaconate
of the Chatham Church for their work. Adopted.

V. Tae CALVINIST RESETTLEMENT - ShRVICL COl\I\IIlTEE FOR Dis-
PLACED PERSONS.

‘A. Materials: Reports No. 21, 21-B (Supplements 21, 21-B.)
. B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod thank the Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee
for its work. Adopted.

2. That Synod approve the Calvinist Resettlement Service program
in cooperation with the American Hungarian Federation, which has

been inaugurated throughout our churches in the United States.
Adopted. .
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3. That Synod continue the Committee which is activating this
denominational program according to the mandate given by the Synad
of 1949. Adopted.

4, (See Report No. 21-B.) That Synod appoint Miss Agnes Flonk,

“Assistant Secretary, as an additional member of the committee i

view of her competent and responsible services as Corresponding
Secretary and the virtual necessity that she attend every meeting of
the committee. Synod rejected this recommendation.

5. That Synod recommend this program to all our churches and

‘urge their wholehearted cooperation. (Cf. Art. 157.) Adopied.

VI Cmurckr EXTENSION'AND NEIGHEORIOOD EVANGELISM. -
A, Material:
Overture No. 23 — “That Synod appoint a study committee for the
specific purpose of properly and clearly stating the line of demarcation

between the mandate and policy of the General Home Mission Com-

mittee to evangelize the unchurched and unconverted population of
our nation, and the program called ‘Neighborhood evangelism,” former-

ly called ‘City Mission Work,’ as it is sponsored and supervised by

local consistories of our denomination. Simply stated the problem
is: ‘What is the distinction between this phase of Church Extension
and Neighborhood Evangelism? "

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod assign to a study committee the task of defining the
line of demarcation between the functions and spheres of denomination-
al mission agencies and the mission task of local churches, and also
their relations to each other. Grounds:

a. Past Synodical decisions, as Overture No. 23 indicates, have

adopted resolutions which tend to confusion ‘on this score.

b. There are concrete instances of duplication and confusion of
effort in the relations of local churches and ‘denominational
agencies in respect of mission endeavor. (Cf. Ground 4, a and
b of overture.) Adopted.

2. That this study be assigned to the committee appointed for the
study of the problems raised by the report of the committee on “The

 Scope of Church Extension.” Ground:

These various Home Mission problems are closely mterrelated

and should be studied in the context of one whoIe (Cf. Art. 160,
VI) Adopied.

ARTICLE 122 S

. The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters, Mr. F. L. Winters .

‘repcutmg, presents the following:

1. Tre AMERICAN BIBLE SocIiervy. ‘
A. Material: Report No. 1 (Supplement 1.) -
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B. Recommendation:

Synod received this report with thapks and recommend this cause:
to be placed on the accredited list. (For Amerlcan Churches only.)
Adopted.

2. Tuae BRITISH AND FOREIGN Bisre Sociery.
A. Material: Report No. 2 (Supplement 2.)

B. Recommendation:
* Synod receive this report with thanks and place this cause on the
accredited list of catses for the Canadian churches only. "Adopted.

3. Tur RerorMED BIBLE INSTITUTE.

A. Material: Report No. 34 (Supplement 34.)

B. Recommendation:

Synod receive this report as information and place this cause en
the recommended list of accredited causes. \

4, NETHERLANDS REHABILITATION COMMITTEE.

A. Matérial: Report No. 50 (Supplement 47.)

Your committee has examined tbe report of the above captioned
committee which reports fully the detailed receipts and disbursements. -
All funds have been expended, leaving no balance on hand June 13,
1950. '

B. Recommendations:

1. To convey our hearty thanks to all the churches and individuals
who so generously contributed to this worthy cause. Adopted.

2. That Synod express its gratitude to the members of this com-
mittee for the excellent work done. Adopted.

3. That the records of the commiitee be deposited with the Stated
Clerk of Synod for filing. Adopted.

5. HunNcGariaN RELIEF.. :

A. Material: Report No. 32 (Supplement 32.)

The report of this organization. has been carefully scrutinized and
found in order by your committee.

B. Recommendation:

~ That this cause be approved by Synod for one or more offerings.
Adopted.

6. GeErMAN & HUNGARIAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF.

A. Material: Report No. 7 (Supplement 7.) ‘

The Budget Committee has carefully examined the financial report
of this committee and acquiesces in the opinion of the committee that
no further offerings are necessary on account of substantial balance
on hand Received as information.
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7. HuGuENoT RELIEF PROJECT.
A. Material: Report No. 31 (Supplement 31.) :
The financial report of this organization has been carefully examined
and has the approval of yotir: committee.
B. Recommendation:
. That this cause be approved for one or more offerings. Adopted.

8. AwumEerican Home BiBLE LEAGUE.

A. Material: QOverture No. 39.

Two representatives of this organization appeared before the Budget
Committee and explained their work in considerable detail, and also
submitted a financial report.

B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod approve this cause and place on the accredited list,
Grounds:
This organization distributes and furnishes Bibles directly to
homes, and works in close cooperation with many of our churches.
Bibles for homes are furnished without cost. Adopted.

2. That Synod appoint a liason man to this organization. (Cf. Art.
160, VL.)

He is to keep in close contact with this organization to keep Synod
informed as to the work done. This liason man, however, is not to
hold an office in the organization. He is to report to Synod annually
as to the scope and operations of the work done by this league. (Rc-
poxt continued in Art, 145.) Adopted.

ARTICLE 123
Elder J. Buwalda closes the session with prayer.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 22, 1950

Thirteenth Session

: ARTICLE 124
- Rev. ]erl y Pott requests Synod to sing Number 141, Psalter—Hymnal
and leads in prayer. -
ARTICLE 125
The roll is called and all delegates are present. Mr. A. }ager takes
the place of M. Triestram, and expresses his agreement with the
“Forms of Unity.”
' ARTICLE 126
The clerk reads the minutes of the eleventh and twelfth sessions and
Synod approves.
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) ARTICLE 127 )
The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Missions, (CE. Arts.
84, 94, 98), Dr. P Y. De ]ong 1ep01 ter, presents the following

matters:

1. MissioNn Poricy.

A. Maoterials: Agenda Report No. 12, Section Two, B., p. 44
(Supplement 12).; Supplementary Report No 12-A, Section Two, B
(Supplement 12-A) ; Agenda Report No. 49 (In file of Stated Clerk);

- Overture No. 5 (Classis Pella) ; Overture No. 11 (Classis Minnesota) ;
Overture. No. 12 parts II and IIT (Consistory of Hollandale); Over-
ture No. 35 (Classis Kalamazoo); Study Committee ' Report on
“Indigenous Mission Policy” (Schaver-Steigenga-De Koelkoek) (In
file of Stated Clerk); Boer pamphlet: Our Mission Budget and the
Indian Field; General Conference pamphlet. Our Indian Missions -—
Pietistic or Reformed?; Preliminary Report of the Advisory Com-
mittee (In file of Stated Clerk).

B. Analysis of the situation:

Your Committee has found itself in a most difficult -position from
the very moment when it began to deal with the whole matter' of
mission policy as we were confronted with it in the material presented
for our consideration.

First of all, we sought very carefully to analyze and delineate the
materials, We have among other things a report of what the Board

" has done as it attempted to meet the situation created by differences

of opinion and conviction concerning fundamental policies. For a long
time the Board has been considering the question of the Indigenous
Church Plan. Not only the Board but also. Christian Reformed Synods
upon several occasions (Acts 1942, p. 237, p. 67; Acts 1944, p. 219,
. etc.) declared themselves as heartily favoring the ideal of establishing
indigenous (strictly native) churches on our mission fields, mdudmg
+ our Indian Mission Field.,

However, the difficulties arbse in connection with the methods which
were to be pursued in attempting to attain to this ideal. Therefore
the Board appointed a Study Committee at its February meeting which
made a preliminary study of the matter and presented its convictions
as to how this ideal was to be reached. This is Report No. 49, to which
the Board- expressed its “substantial agreement.” However, the Board
felt that it was by no means ready to commit itself at that time on all.
- the details of that report. Thus it appointed that same Committee to
draw up a more elaborate explication of these resolutions, for the pur-
pose of presenting them to Synod, if the Executive Committee approved
of that further explication. Although the Executive Committee could
not see its way clear to endorse that further explication (Schaver-
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- De Koekkoek-Steigenga Report) because, to its mind, this Committec
" had exceeded its mandate especially in dealing with the question of
institutions in Chapter V, yet it decided to send that report on to Synod

for study.

Before the Board met, the Rev. H. R. Boer published his pamphlet
which dealt among other matters, with virtually the same problem.
In that pamphlet the Rev. Boer sought to express his convictions on
how this problem of attaining the ideal should be met. He had ad-
vocated the strictly indigenous policy of workinig toward this ideal
by insisting that the native Christian groups should be self-supporting,
self-governing and self-propagating. In the conclusion of his pamphlet
he advocated ten recommendations of putting this policy into effect
on the Indian field which should serve as a basis for further study
and action on this whole matter. To this pamphlet the General Con-
ference, consisting of our force on the Indian Misston Field, has re-
plied in its pamphlet which recommended that the present policy of
doing mission work on the Indian field be maintained and defended
by Synod and the Board. These missionaries were convinced that the
policy advocated by the Rev. Boer was not the only way in which
Reformed mission work could be carried on. They also declared that
they believe that the adoption of the Boer recommendations will mean
the complete overthrow of all the work which we as a denomination
have tried to accomplish on that field.

What has measurably complicated the situation was the seemingly

. conflicting policy of our Board. On the one hand they have constantly

insisted on the ideal of a completely native Christian community and
church, while on the other hand they have .authorized sizeable ex-
pansion which large numbers in the church could not regard as being
in harmony with that ideal. We have reference especially to the action
taken by the same February Board meeting which claimed to be in
“substantial agreement” with the report of the study committee (Re-
port No. 49) and yet saw fit to authorize the immediate erection of the
High School building at the cost of some $85,000. This was unwise

‘first of all in the light of the fact that for a long time there had been
mo general agreement within the Board on the matter of such expan-
" sion. Many members have serious misgivings. Surely the appointment

of the study committee at its Board meeting and the decision that it
was in “‘substantial agreement” with its recommendations can hardly

“be harmonized with the decision to jeopardize the position of that

committee which occurred by passing the resolution to build. Even
though technically the Board can justify its actions in this regard by

. appealing to decisions of previous Synods, there were several members

in the Board who desired to postponé action for four months (until

this session of Synod) and the decision.was passed by a very small |

\
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majority. We believe that it would have been far better for the reputa-
~ tion of the Board and welfare of the Indian missions if this crucial de-
cision had been postponed.

Meanwhile the whole subject of mission policy with specific reference
to its application on the Indian Mission Field .occasioned widespread
agitation and debate throughout the church. Out of this were born the
several overtures which are officially before us at this time. \

Your Comumittee, in order to come to a proper evaluation of this
material, has held several long sessions devoted exclusively to this
matter. We have sought the advice of recognized leaders in the field
of Reformed mission work, specifically Prof. J. H. Bavinck ‘of the
Netherlands, Professor-elect H. R. Boer, and Dr. J. C. De Korne.
‘We have also conferred with the Rev. A. H., Smit of our China field,
the Rev. F. Vander Stoep representing General Conference, and the-
Rev. J. L. Schaver, member of the Board and secretary of the special
Study Committee appointed by the Board. ‘

We have come to the Synod with our preliminary recommendations
in the morning session of Tuesday, June 20, for the purpose of attain-
ing greater clarification of the problem and ascertaining the mind of
Synod on the matter. After our report was read, speeches were made
by certain mission leaders, and a general discussion prevailed. Then
the Synod referred the matter to us again. Thereafter your Com-
mittee with the leaders above mentioned held a four hour session and
further discussed the subject. As a result of all these labors we now
come to Synod with our present report and recommendations which
we trust will serve to guide Synod and the churches towards a solution
of the problems raised and also answer the specific overtures before it.

The problem as your Committee sees it is not that of the ideal of a
completely indigenous church on our mission fields. On this, as far as.
we could ascertain, there is complete agreement among the missionaries,
.in the Board, and throughout the churches. This has repeatedly been
declared by Synods and in our church papers, and there has never been
any protest, whether official or otherwise, registered against this ideal.
The problem lies rather in the method by which this ideal shall be
reached on our fields with specific reference to the use of educational
and medical institutions in conmmection with the work of evangelizing
" the natives, particularly on the Indian field. This problem, we are con-
vinced, must be met frankly and fearlessly by Synod and the churches.
In the light of this conviction we make our recommendations at this
time.

C. Recommendations:

1. That Synod appoint a Study Connmttee to report to the Synod
of 1952. (Cfi. Arts. 153, 160, VI ) Adopted
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2. That Synod instruct the Board to maintain the ‘“‘status quo” on
our Indian field until this Study Committee report shall have been
acted on. This means that no further expansion of personnel and/or
buildings shall take place on the Indian Mission field, including such
projects which may have already received Synodical approval but as
yet have not been ‘carried out. Adopted.

3. That Synod accedeé to the overture of the consistory of Hollandale,
Minn., (No. 12, 1I) “to instruct our force on the Indian field to apply
themselves in their work strictly and only according to the adopted
report on indigenous churches (Acts 1942, 99, 69ff).” Adopted.

4. That Synod do not accede to the overture of the consistory of
Hollandale, Minn., (No. 12, III) and the overture of Classis Minn.,
(No. 11.) Grounds:

These requests are premature in view of Synod’s appointment of
a Study Committee. Adopted.

5. That Synod declare that the above recommendations contain its
answer to overtures of Classis Pella (No. 5) and Classis Kalamazoo
(No. 35.) (Report continued in Art. 130.) Adopted.

ARTICLE 128
Elder J. C. Goris closes the morning session with prayer.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 22, 1950

Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 129
Rev. E. Tanis requests Synod to smg 176 and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 130
The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Missions, (Cf.
Arts. 84, 94, 98, 127), Dr. P. Y. De Jong reporting, presents the
following :

1. MrssioN EXPANSION PROGRAM.

Preliminary Remarks:

Your Advisory Committee, having made a careful and praverful
investigation of all the material relative to mission expansion which
was prescnted to i, feels constrained to make the following prelimi-
nary remarks, -

For some time our Christian Reformed Church has experienced a
growing interest among its members in the world-wide challenge of
Christian missions. Time and again new flelds have been brought to
the attention of the Board by consistories, classes and members of
our congregations. Throughout the world doors of golden opportu-
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nity for the spread of the gospel are being opened. In many lands ‘the
- old religions are in a process of disintegration -and have losttheir hold
on large masses. Such a situation, fostered by the spirit of secularism
which is prevalent in the Orient-as well:as in our Western lands, pro-
vides fertile ground for Communistic propaganda. The ease  with
which this way of thought and life, so diametrically opposed to the
blessed gospel of our Lord and Savior, has found entrance into such
lands as China, India and Indonesia makes it imperative that all Chris-
tian churches who love the truth of the gospel and seck to be true to
the Great Commission rise to meet the challenge. We_ believe that
Christianity and not Communism is the only hope of a world lost in
sin and darkness. Thus we have not hesitated in the least to make the
recommendations which are found in this section of .our report.

Very carefully we have weighed alse the financial obligations which
" our recommendations, if adopted, will involve. For the sake of clarity
on this matter at the outset we list these here.
' For Indonesia ... e emeeaneemneee e e 38,400
For Nigeria
For Japan ..o
For India oo '

$46,600

As Synod will readily see, all these fields ‘together will not cost the
church nearly as much as the adopted budvet of 1950 for China, which
- totatled no less than $88,400. :

We trust that in this mid-century year of deepening gloom through-
out'a world which is alienated from God our church with its heritage
of the pure gospel will eagerly seize the opportunities which God in
His providence has granted her. Thus in a larger measure than ever
before we will be fulfilling Christ’s command, “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to the whole creation.”

A. New Missron FIELDS.

1. Material: k

Owerture No. 27 — in which Classis Hudson overtures Synod to
appoint a Study Committee to report to the Synod of 1951 on new
mission fields.

2. Recommendotion: ‘

Advisory Committee recommends that Synod.do not accede to this
overture. Grounds:

a. The Board of Missions has-already been 1nvestlgatmg several
fields for some time, so that further study is not essential ‘before
a decision is reached
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b. Our churches have been alerted to these possibilities of expan- .

g sion for many months, and several congregations and classc>

|4 urge action at this Synod

c. This Synod has expert advice available on several of the’ ﬁelds
of which the Advisory Committee has made use. We refer to
Dr. Bavinck on Indonesia, the Professor-elect H. Boer on Ni-
geria, and the Rev. A. H. Smit on" Japan and Korea. -

d. Several of the Board proposals seek only tentative approval of
- the fields -at this time. Final action cannot be taken on such
cases but will necessarily be postponed until future Synods.

Adopted

B. TNDONESIA.
‘1. Material: l\(.pmt No. 12, section Seven C. (Supplement 12)
Report No. 12-A, section Seven C. (Supplement 12-A.) .
2. Historical Background:
~ * In connection with the material presented in ‘the Board report, we
. wish to call Synod’s attention to the following:
a. We have an otficial request from the Gereformeerde Kerken of
‘ the Netherlands to enter this field of labor.
4 " b. We are asked not for direct financial aid to be given to thelr
. mission work but rather that we take on a field of labor for our-
r'/‘ 7 ' " selves and work this in cooperation with them. '
c. We are urged to work in such cooperation because of the great
} need in ]ava and the poss1b1htv of such cooperation between
i,., ‘ two bodies who are historically and sp1r1tua11y so much alike.
5 d. We have been urged by these churches to give attention espe-
l
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cially to the Mission field in Central Java, immediately adja-
cent to the field of the “Gereformeerde Kerken” in South Cen-
tral ‘Java. This Mission which has always sustained close re-
lation to the work of the “Gereformeerde Kerken” has been
, deprived of workers and funds during and after the war, since
v : both workers and funds came almost exclusively from Germany.

§ 3. Recommendation:

L That “Synod authorize the Executive Committee of the Christian
o - Reformed Board of Missions to send a maximum of two ordained
" missionaries to Indonesia for three years for service in Indonesia
under the direction of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions and -
in cooperation with the “Zendings Deputaten of the Gereformeerde
Kerken” subject to the following stipulations:

a. In accordance with our Mission Order they shall be called and
sent out by local churches, and their ministerial status will remain
with those local churches.

b. In accordance with the Mission Order their work will be regu-’
Jated by the Christian Reformed Board of Missions which is hereby
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- authorized to cffect a working arrangement with the “Zendings Depu-
taten of the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands” and, if found
necessary and feasible, with the native churches of Indoncsia.
c. A two-fold mandate shall be given to the missionaries to be sent
out: .
1) After the necessary language study and orientation they shall
perform actual mission work in Indonesia;

2) They shall serve as represcntatives of the Christian Reformed.
Church of North America to make a careful study of the entire situa-
tion in Indonesia to the end that they may be able to submit a report
to the board and Synod rcgarding a possible long-term program for
our church in Indonesia, with full information regarding conditions
of labor, opportunities, and costs. Adopted.

~C. NiGER1A.
1. Material: Report No. 12, Section Six E (Supplement 12). Re-
port No. 12-A, Section Six I& (Supplement 12-A).

2. Historical Background.:
In connection with the material presented by the Board we would
call attention to the following:

- a. The Mission of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa
has requested us to take over a portion of their field as outlined in
the report, since it cannot adequately take care of the needs there due
to its commitments on mission work in the homeland.

.b. This new arrangement of doing mission work by our church
meets with the enthusiastic endorsement of the native Christians in
that area.

‘c. The church which has begun the work in that areais credally
closely related to our church.

d. The area which we are asked to take over is geograplucally part
of the terrttory in which we are already working.

e. This proposal is urged by our Nigerian missionaries’ who feel
the necessity of expanding our work in this direction.

3. Recommendations:
. a. That Synod authorize the Board through the Nigerian Confer-
ence to effectuate the transfer of the mission area of the Dutch Re-
formed Church of South Africa lying east of the Katsina Ala river
to our church as a new mission responsibility in such a manner and
at as early a date as shall be mutually satisfactory to both the D.R.C.M.
and our mission. Adopted.

b. That Synod authorize the sending out of the following mission-
aries (if available)

for 1950 — one ordained man, one teacher and one nurse;

for 1951 — one ordained man and one teacher. Adopted.
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D. Jaran. . .
1. Materiol: Report No. 12, Section Seven D, (Supplement 12).
" Report No. 12-A, Section Seven D, (Supplement 12-A).

Overture No. 36 (Classis Kalamazoo).

Overture No. 41 (Prospect Park, Paterson).

Report to Mission Board by Rev. A. H. Smit (in file of Stated

" Clerk).

Overture No. 49 (Lagrave Ave., Grand Rapids).

2. Historical Background.

Because of the tremendous interest of our churches in the opportu-
nities for doing mission work in Japan, our Board has during recent
months seriously investigated the possibilities. It has carried on cor-
respondence with the Rev. Mr. Takaoki of the Reformed Church in
Japan, who asked for an official representative of our church to con-
fer with the ministers of his denomination. The Board thereupon dele-
gated the Rev. A. H. Smit to investigate this field and present his
recommendations. The brother has very willingly carried out his man-
date and presented his report. However, due to lack of time the Board
could not pass on this and has therefore referred the matter to Synod.
Your committee has discussed this matter in full with Rev. Smit..

3. Recommendation:

a: To open up evangehstlc work in the Tokyo and/or Send:u areas
by sending two ordained missionaries to Japan between now and the
next Synod. Adopted.

b. To authorize the Board to carry out this decision in accordance
with the “Present Concrete Proposals” as outlined in the Smit report,
as follows: Adopted.

a. The Reformed Church of Japan desires to remain completely
independent and does not wish to be absorbed by the Mission. There-
fore it is felt missionaries should not become members of the Presby-
tery. Also, wherever work is carried on in a church, such work should
be done under supervision of or at least in consultation with the local
pastor. '

b. The Mission will want to carry on its work independently; how-
ever, it is thought advisable that the Presbytery be consulted regard-
ing the opening of new stations and the hiring of associates.

. c. If the Lord blesses the work of the Mission the resulting con-
gregations are to become part of the Reformed Presbytery.

d. The question of support for needy pastors was also raised. It
was agreed that the Mission should not pay even a part of the pas-
tors’ salaries. However, it might be possible to obtain special grants
from home for special projects. Also to supplement their salaries,
pastors might do outside evangelistic work, under supervision of a
joint committee of Mission and Church. Adopted.
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¢. To instruct the Budget Committe¢ to make the necessary finan-
cial arrangements for this work by incorporating in the Budget f01
Mission \\1011\ the following:

for Japan— $8,400 for both 1950 and 1951. Grounds: ‘

This amount is also stipulated for the new field in Indonesia,
and since the financial needs for effectuating this work are par-
allel, this amount ought to be sufficient. Adopted.

. Korra.

1. Material: ) .

Agenda Report No. 12, Section Seven E, (Supplement 12).

Agenda Report No. 17 A, (Supplement 12-A).

T\cport to Mission Boaxd by Rev. A. H. Smlt— (m file of stated
clerk). . .

2. Recommendation:

We recommend that n the light of the existing condmom m the
Korean Church as described by 1hc Rev. A, H. Smit, Synod decide
not to pursue the matter of work in Korea further-at this time.
Adopted. (Report continued in Art. 149.)

ARTICLE 131
Dr. J C. De Korne and Dr. R. S. Wierenga 1equcst svnod to express

- itself specifically on: 1. Procecding with the l)mldmg of the Zuni
chapel, 2. The remodelling of the Gallup residence for the missionary
assistant, 3. The building of thc home at Rchoboth for white children
and the remodelling of the old government school building. This re-
quest, was referred to the advisory committee on Indian and Foreign
missions to report at a later session. {cf. Art. 153.)

‘ _ ARTICLE 132

The officers of the synod of 1950 convinced that our rules for
synodical procedure are in many instances too technical and too de-
tailed, unsuited to a deliberative assembly, such as our synod, recom-
mend that Synod decide to appoint a qtudx committee to prepare the

_ draft of an “abbreviated and simplified set of rules. This committce
is to report cither in 1951 or 1952, (cf. Art. 160, VI). Adopted.

ARTICLE 133
Synod deudes to mect in an evening session from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
-and elder B. De Jager closes the afternoon session with thanksgiving.

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 22, 1950
Fifteenth Session
ARTICLE 134

Rev. F. Vander Stoep leads in devotions. Synod sings No. 38,
‘Psalter Hymnal. ‘ \
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, ARTICLE 135 o
Elder A. Warnaar, fraternal delegate of the Reformed Churches

‘of the Netherlands, informs Synod that his church is sending an ob-

server to attend the Second Congress of the International Council of
Christian Churches to meet in Geneva, Switzerland. He expresses
desire that our church also send a delegate to said Convention, and
that our church give a thorough consideration to the I.C.C.C. as we’
have done on the N.A.E. Synod decides to sustain the decision adopted
at an earlier session. (cf. Art. 120.)

ARTICLE 136
v. J. L. Schaver, co-author of the Majority of the study commit-
tce on Amclef 6 and 12 of the Church Order (Agenda Report 26)
is given the privilege of the floor to speak in defense of their recom-
mendations. Rev. M. Monsma, author of the Minority opinion is
given privilege to clucidate his recommendations. (See Agenda Re-
port 26-B) (See Supplement 26). ‘ :
Synod tabled both rccommendations and adopted the revised rec-
ommiendations which read as follows:

Synod of 1950 hercby rules that whenever :L_chtirch desires to call

_a minister for some type of ministerial service according to the pro-

vision of Art. 6 of the Church Order, it shall not proceed to do so
without the approval of its Classis meeting in full session. No church
shall proceed to call a minister. to labor in an institution of mercy, or
in an educational institution, or to labor in any, other extraordinary
field or capacity, unless its Classis is persuaded that the proposed task
is indced iinisterial, spiritual in character, and compatible with the

. ordination vows of the ministry, and with the work of the ministry
as designated in the Church Order. v

Synod also declares that the calling of ministers to serve as Bible

" Teachers at our Christian High Schools is —as a rule — neither nec-

essary nor advisable. Synod would definitely discourage this practice.

Synod furthermore calls the attention of the churches to the fact
that ministers who occupy extraordinary fields of labor according to
the provisions of Art. 6 of the Church Order are expected to submit
themselves to all the requirements of the Church Order, just as all
regularly charged ministers are. required to do, and the consistories
concerned shall supervise the labors of these ministers, as they super-

" vise the labors of all regularly charged ministers. Adopted.

ARTICLE 137
Elder H. Bratt clgs&s this session in prayer,

\ AN
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FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 23, 1950

| Sixteenth Session

ARTICLE 138

Dr. J. C. De Korne conducts the devotions and requests Synod to
-sing No. 329 of our Psalter Hymnal and leads in prayer. '

ARTICLE 139
The roll is called and all delegates are present with the exception
of elder L. J. Last. Elder P. Van Houten has taken the place of elder
- H. Bratt and expresses his agreement with the “Forms of Unity.”

~ " ARTICLE 140
Synod in executive session considers the report of the Advisory
Committee Educational Matters, re the appointment of Mr. Gordon
Buter as Business Manager of Calvin College. The. recommendation.
that Mr. Buter be appointed to this position is approved by Synod.
(Report continued in Art. 154.)

ARTICLE 141

- The Advisory Committee, Church Order, (cf. Arts. 69, 79, 103,
109), Rev. W. Heynen reporter, presents the following matters:

I. ArTicLE 68 oF THE CHURCH ORDER AND CATECHISM PREACHII\(_'
A. Material: Overture No. 1, Agenda, page 209.

B. Recommendation :
Synod adopt this overture and its recommendations in 1its entirety.

Ado pted.

II. NominaTING oF OFFICE BEARERS.

A . Material: : :
- Overture No. 25 in which the Parchment Christian Reformed
Church overtures Synod “to declare that, in the nominating of office
_ bearers, consistories should give very weighty consideration to those
who favor labor movements that are based on the Word of God.

Groundls:
1. This would give guidance to the consistories that are confronted
with this problem.

2. It is in harmony with the stand taken by Synod 1egard1ng normi-
‘nees for office-bearérs and their attitude toward the cause of
Christian instruction.”

B, Advice: :

That Synod do not adopt this overture. Grounds:

The position of the church in the matter of labor unions is suffi-
ciently clear to guide the Consistory in its decisions. Adopted.
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ITT. SyNopICAL Diaconar CoMMITTEE.
A. Materials: '
1. The Consistory of the Sccond Christian Reformed Church of

" Denver overtures Synod “to- consider the advisability of appointing a

Synodical diaconal committee (with -advisory powers only) composed
of deacons, to coordinate the work of mercy and to act as a liaison be-
tween diaconates within our denomination; and to provide the dia-
conates with an overall picture of the needs of the poor.”” Overture
No. 15, Agenda.

2. This overture is supported by the First Christian Reformed
Church of Denver.

3. Adoption of this overture is further urged by a letter from the
Consistory of Second Christian Reformed Church of Denver, citing
the case of stricken Wi mmpcg as an example of the need for such a2
committee, .

B. Reconunendation:

Although ‘there is much in this overture which is commendable,
Synod declares that it deems it inadvisable to appoint such a Synodi-
cal Diaconal Committee. Grounds.

1. There is an adequate provision for ﬁllmg the need which is pre-

sented in Article 26 C.O.

2. Synod should not unnecessarily multiply Synodical machinery.

3. It is not in harmony with good Church polity that Synod as a

presbyterial body should appoint a diaconal committee. Adopted.

IV. Request oF THE Rev. T. OLDENBURGER.

A. Materials: (Copy on file.)
1. A letter from Mr. T. Oldenburger applying for ministerial or

" licentiate standing in our church. He states that he is now a member

of the First Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids and also
gives a review of his training for and experience in the ministry.

2. A transfer of the mlmsterxal credentials of Mr. Oldenburger
from the St. Lawrence Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church.

B. Advice:

1. That Synod reply to the letter of Mr. Oldenburger by referring
him to Art. 9 of our Church Order according to which, “Preachers
without fixed charge, or others who have left some sect, shall not be
admitted to the ministry in the Church until they have been declared
eligible, after careful examination by the classis, with the approval -
of Synod.” Adopted.

V. CaurcH OrpER REVISION.

A. Materials: :

1. A communication -from the “Deputaten van de Generale Synode
van de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland Voor de Herziening
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Kerkorde” in which they request that in harmony with the decision of
their Synod, our Synod express its judgment in favor of a revision

- of the Church Order of Dordrecht. In case we act favorably on this
they further ask that Synod appoint a deplﬂ.dtlon to work in collabora-
tion with them in this matter.

2. A copy of the minutes of the Generale Synode s- Gravenhage
1949 pertinent to this matter. '
“De Synode, overwegende.

a. dat -verschillende artikelen der kerkenorde aanleiding hebben

gegeven en ook metterdaad kunnen geven tol misverstand en verschil
. van mening;

\

b. dat door de kerken allerlei arbeid van zending, van evangelisatie
en van andere aard is ter hand genomen, die in overeenstemniing moet
geacht worden met de haar door Gods Woord toevertrouwde taak, en
waarvan toch in de kerkenorde vrijwel in 't gecheel niet Oerept wordt;

besluit :

1. de generale herziening van de kerkenorde ter hand te nemen en
daartoe de nodige voorbereidende maatregelen te treffen;

2. vijf deputaten aan te wijzen aan wie opgedragen wordt:

a. zich in verbinding te stellen met. andere kerken, die de Dordtsche
Kerkenorde, hetzij gewijzigd, hetzij ongewijzigd, onderhouden, in
't bizonder die kerken met wc]ke onze kerken in correspondentie staan
om haar oordeel te vernemen over ecen genemle herz1emng van de

‘kerkenorde, speciaal ook over de vraag in hoever zij zelf behoefte
gevoelen aan een dergelijke herziening; en of zij bereid zijn over deze

- aangelegenheid met onze kerken in overleg te treden;

- b. zich nader fe beraden over de wijze waarop en de geest waarin
een generale herziening van de kerkenorde tot stand gebracht moet
worden ; en ' ‘ '

¢. van hun bevindingen onder overlegging van nadere voorstellen,
rapport uit te brengen aan de volgende Generale Synode, welk rappmt

zoveel mogelijk zes maanden van tevoren aan de kerlxen zal toegezon-
den worden..

3. A copy of the report of the advisory committece which studied
. this matter and presented the recommendation to Synode ’s-Graven-
hage, 1949. g

B. Advice:

1. That Synod receive this request from our sister church with ac-
‘knowledged appreciation. Adopied.

2. Synod decides to sludy the request of our sister church and to

formulate a reply which is to be presented to the next synod. (cf. Art.
' 160 V). (Report continued in Art. 1538.) Adopted.
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' ARTICLE 142 )
The Advisory Committee, Protests and A ppeah‘ Rev. ]. .Ehlers, .
reporter, presents the following: . o :
Mgr. DIRK STROOBOSSCHER

I. Materials.
A. One composition book.
B. Two letters. (File of Stated Clerk.)

II.  Synodical Decisions.

A. Acts, 1942, Art. 39, pp. 54, 55.

1. Synod declare that Mr. Stroobosmher by his fallure to meet
the conditions set forth.by the Synod of 1941, “forfeits the right of
being heard at this Sy mod.”

2. Synod, in view of the 1mp0551b1111y of d1scussmg the case with
Mr. Stroobossccher orally because of his deafness, and in vicw of our
inability to-grasp the contents of his correspondence, cannot express

" itself otherwise than to declare that we leave the matter to the judg-

ment of God.

B. Acts, 1943, Art. 162, p. 97.

“Synod remlnd Mr. Stroobosscher of its decisions of 1941 and
1942 to the effect that unless he present his material with the aid of
competent help in'such a manner that Synod can effectively deal with
it, Synod is compelled to leave the matter to the judgment of God.”

T Statement of fact.

Mr. Dirk Stroobosscher of Chicago is not a member of the Chrns—
tian Reformed Church. '

IV. Recommendation.

Synod declare that it abides by the decision of the Synods of 1942
and 1943 to leave the matter to the judgment of God and considers the
case closed to further consideration. ldopied

Mg. DaviD DYKSTRA.

- 1. Material (File of Stated Clerk).

Al A protest by Mr. David Dykstra against the decision of the
Synod of 1949 in re his case versus a former pastor et al.

B. A summary of the case by Mr. David Dykstra in addition to

" his protest.
1. Content of Protest.

The brother expresses his dissatisfaction with respect to the ploce—
dure of the Synod of 1949 in dxsposmg of hls case.

III Request of Mr. David Dykstra.

“I request Synod fo appoint an honest, unbiased committee to ex-
amine the case for the sake of truth and justice and the good name

and reputation of the Christian Reformed Church.”
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IV. Decision of Synod of 1949,

Synod declares that Classis Grand Rapids West has rectified the
error referred to in Acts of Synod, 1948, p. 27, and that Mr, David
Dykstra has received a fair trial, and consequently sustains consistory
and Classis re membership status. (Acts, 1949, p. 32.)

V. Advice. ]

Your committee having considered the case recommends that Synod
do not grant the request of Mr. David Dykstra. Grounds:

1. The case has been settled by the consistory of the Alpine Ave.

Christian Reformed Church, Classis Grand Raplds West and
the Synods of 1948 ‘and 1949,

2. The present accusations of My. David Dykstra agamst a former
Pastor et al ‘are but a repetition of the accusations previous to
the Synod of 1948. Adopted.

. Note 1) Prof. L. Berkhof absented himself when this case was
discussed and considered at the advisory committee meeting.

2) Dr. P. Y. De Jong absented himself from Synod during dis-
cussion of this case,

K. W. Fortuin.
I. Material: (File of Stated Clerk.)

A. Mr. Fortuin’s Appeal to Classis Wisconsin.

B. The answer to this Appeal by Classis Wisconsin.

C. Mr. Fortuin’s Appeal to Synod.

D. A statement of church membership submitted by Grace church
Kalamazoo.

II. Content.
In his appeal to Synod Mr. Fortuin informs Synod that he has given
notice of his appeal to Synod to Classis Wisconsip, and also sent the
Classis a copy of his appeal. Classis did not in any way recognize the
reception of this notice and the accompanying appeal.
In his appeal to Classis Mr. Fortuin states that the readmission of
a deposed minister to the ministry by the Synod of 1949 encouraged
“him to make one more attempt to seek reinstatement in the ministry
" of the Word, if it were only to the status of a pastor emeritus, and
that he would not make any claim to any ministerial pension, except
for his wife in case he should precede her in death. He adduces two
grounds for his appeal: 1) Years ago the Classis already accepted
his confession for the past misdemeanor, so that he is now a member
of the church in good standing; and 2) that be still feels within him
a strong urge for reinstatement into his former status. He ‘concludes
his request with an appeal for mercy.

The Classis, after considering the request of Mr. Fortuin “earnest-
ly and at length,” decided to “abide by the previous decision of Octo-
ber, 1945, Art. 43.” The only real ground adduced for this decision
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is given in these words: “That Classis still believes that he is not to
be entrusted with a. congregation.” . No ground is given for this. con-
viction of Classis. This can hardly be regarded as an adequate an-
swer to the present appeal of Mr. Fortuin.

From this decision Mr. Fortuin appeals to Synod. He feels that
Classis has not properly considered his petition in its present form,
and does not answer it in that form. Furthermore he holds that Classis
does not give a single ground for its conviction that no congregation
should be entrusted to him. One of the grounds on which he was de-
posed was indicated as “character weaknesses.” While he has asked
repeatedly that these weaknesses be pointed out to him, this was never
done. It cannot be denied that there are some new elements in Mr.
Fortuin’s appeal to Classis, that these have not received attention in
the. reply of Classis, and that Classis docs not explain why 1t is still
of the opinion that no congregation should be entrusted to him.

Under the circumstances your committee feels it extremely diffi-

- cult to adjudicate this matter. Classis may be perfectly right in its

opinion, but has said nothing to prove it; and yet thlS would seem to
be required in a case of this kind.
III. Recommendation.

Your committee advises Synod to refer this matter back to Classis
Wisconsin. (continued in Art. 145.) - Adopied.

ARTICLE 143
Flder ] Hendriksen closes this meeting with prayer.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, June 23, 1950

Seventeenth Session

ARTICLE 144
Rev. H. Boer leads us in our devotions. We sing number 191.
The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, Rev. J. Ehlers
reporting, presents the following:

THREE BRETHREN OF NEERLANDIA, CANADA.

I. Materials: (File of Stated Clerk.)

A. A letter signed by L. Wierenga, Sr., 1. Wlerenga ] Rowaan.

‘B. A letter signed by L. Wierenga.

II. Content:

The above-mentioned brethren request Synod to malke an investiga-
tion as to the causes for-the “scheuring” in the Reformed Churches in
the Netherlands. They would like to have us ask both church groups,
ie., the Gereformeerde Kerken and the Gereformeerde Kerken (onder-
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houdende Art.-31, K. O.) to present their view as to the reason for
separate church existence, and to ask the one group why it has suspended
and deposed, and the other group why it has liberated itself. These
expositions are to be given on the floor of Synod by the delegates from
these church groups, and to be based on the-official documents.’ Thus,
* it is claimed, our church would be able to judge on the basis of Scrip-
‘ture and Confession with which church we should have correspondence.
and which group should be called t& repentance. In this manner we
. would fulfill our obligations to both church groups in a brotherly way,
it is maintained.

" IIL. Recommendations:
We recommend that Synod do not accede to this request.
A. Tt is not'in our province to sit in judgment over. these churches.
"B. Tt is not our Christian duty to invite delegations from these
churches for the purpose of settling their issues.

C. The “Gereformeerde Kerken (onderhondende Art. 31, K. O.)" .
is in no way prevented from directing an invitation for cor rc%pondenco

to us. Adopted.

Mr. C. J. SCHOLTEN.

1. Materials: (File of Stated Clerk.)

A. A Book of 83 pages which serves as an appeal to Synod.

B. A three-page summary of the case by Mr. J. C. Scholten.

C. A copy of the minutes of Classis Sioux Center pertaining to
this case. '

D. Overture No. 10 in the Agenda for Synod 1950, page 213.

- II. The matter is legally before Synod.

I11. Swummary of the history of the case. |

The C. J. Scholten case has been considered by several Synods in
the past, and in 1940 was already declared closed. Mr. Scholten was
reminded of this fact once again in 1947. But he keeps on coming and
refuses to consider his case closed. The previous Synod refused to
consider his case partly because he had neglected to send a copy of his
appeal to Classis Sioux Center at the required time, and partly because
. of the material character of the appeal, in which he virtually assumed
the role of prosecutor. From the very beginning the nature of his
appeals counstituted one of the main grievances against Mr.
Scholten, and was one of the main reasons for his deposition. The
present appeal is no exception to the rule. Even its outward appearance
is an insult to the church. The present appeal caps all the rest of them.
He accused three of our respected ministers, who took an active part
‘n handling his case, repeatedly with transgression of the ninth'com-
mandment, and one of them even with perjury. He now requests Synod
to annul the decision of Classis Sioux Center, by which he was deposed,
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and to punish the: culprits. He poses throughout the doctment as a
persecuted innocent, and never gives evidence of any true humility or
repentance. Without any consideration for the reputatlon of the
ministers in question, of the Classis, and of the Church and its Synods,
he now through his pamphlet broadcasts what he regards as valid
charges, so that the question now arises, whether this can be tolerated
in a2 member of the church,

IV. Recommendations:
Your committee advises Synod to declare:

1. that Synod strongly disapproves of such an appcal Adopted.

2. That at the urgent request of the accused brethren, synod has
examined the facts and found the accusations unwarranted and there-
fore that Mr. Scholten owes it to the ministers involved, to Classis
Sioux Center and to our church in general to make amends for h:s
unproved accusations. Adopted. o

Norp: Your committee received an additional letter from Mr. J. C.
Scholten, date June 19, 1950, addressed to synod in which he requests the
1950 synod to declare him to be a minister of the Christian Reformed
Church in good and regular standing, eligible for a call and recommend
him to the churches. This letter has been taken into account but does not
materially affect 'the case, He had a hearmg before our advisory com-
mittee,

(Report continued in Art. 156.) \

ARTICLE 145
The Advisory Comunittee Varia, Rev J. Geels reporting, presents

- the following:

I. Tue NaTioNAL AssocIATION oF EVANGELICALS.

Synod decides to abide by the decision of Synod 1949 that our relation
with the N. A, E. remain in “status quo” as recorded in Acts 1949,
page 24, until our churches have had ample opportunity to consider
the principles set forth in ‘the report of the study committee for the
matter of Interchurch Affiliation (Cf. Agenda Report No. 33.) (Sup-

- plement No. 33.)

Synod express itself as follows on our affiliation with the N. A, E.

a. Synod continue our membership in the N. A, E. for another-
rear.
’ b. Synod express its emphatic disapproval of such activities of the
N. A. E. as the following:

(1) Its strong emphasis upon rvevivalism and mass evangelism
sponsored by the N. A. E. itself.

(2) Tts actual Gospel preaching in name of the N. A. E. and pro-
miotion of such efforts; its regional evangelistic activities under the
banner of the N. A. E. and unchecked from N. A. E. headquarters;



.70 Acts or Syxop, 1950

and the emphases in tHese activities which mlhtate against our own
principles of truth.

¢. Synod instruct its delegates and our representatives on the Board
of Administration of the N. A. E. to bring these objections to the
attention of the N. A. E. in order that the declared policy of the Associa-
tion on evangelism shall be enforced.

d. Synod recommend the N. A. E. to our constituency for one offer-
ing during the next year. (Cf. Art. 157.) -

e. Synod appoint delegates to the 1951 N. A. E. Convennon (CH.
Art.- 160, VI.) Adopted.

IT: Rapio Minister’s LEAVE oF ABSENCE.
A Material: Communication No. 1 and Supplement 48,

This communication consists of a protest by the Rev. E. Kooistra
against the action of Synod 1949, Art. 106, C, 2, and maintains that
this action is in conflict with Art. 14 of the Church Order as interpreted -
by Synod of 1928, page 141, Art. 137d. ‘

B. Recomwmendations:

Synod declare that the action of Synod of 1949 agamst which protest.
is. being made is only apparently but not actually in conflict with C. O.
Art. 14 as interpreted by Synod of 1928 and quoted in the protest.

Grounds: : |
a. Art. 14 deals with ministers, who because of age, sickness or any
other reason are compelled to discontinue their service for a time.
b. The interpretation of Art. 14'C. O. by the Synod of 1928 is
particularly: concerned with combating the practice of having
ministers retain their ministerial standing while engaged in the
task of the ministry of the Word only as a side-line, This is
clear from the expression, “er licht toe leidt om het ambt van
dienaar des Woords als een soort bijzaak aan de hand te houden.
Hierdoor komt men in strijd met den aard, de heiligheid, en
onaantastbaarheid van het ambt, maakt men zich schuldig aan
willekeurig handelen met het ambt en brengt het in discredict
. " Surely, this in no sense applies to the position and task
of our Radio Minister.

¢. The plain intent of the action of Synod against which: protest is
lodged is that the Consistory of Bethany South Holland, Iil., was
requested to extend the Rev. Eldersveld’s leave of absence for the
expressed purpose that he continue his work in the Back to God

Hour as our denominational Radio Minister.
d. Although there is an apparent conflict with Art. 14 C, O. as
interpreted by Synod of 1928 because the word “indefinitely” is
- used with respect to the leave of absence, yet there is no actial
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- conflict, since this leave of absence is definitely circumscribed as
to intent and purpose, namely, in order to continue in the Back
to God Hour Radio Ministry to which the brother has also been
mdeﬁmtely appomted Adoj:ted

ARTICLE 146

The Advisory Budget Committee (Cf. Art. 122), Mr. F. L. Winter
reporter, presents the following matters:

I. Farrm, PrRavER axDp TRacCT LEAGUE.

A. Materiad: Report No. 40 (Supplement 40.)

Your committce has carefully examined the financial report of this

organization and finds sanie in proper form.

B. Recommendations:

1. That this organization is placed on the aCCI‘edltEd list for offerings

from our chiirches. Adopted. -

2. Your committee recommends that the Synodical Tract Committee

be instructed to investigate the possibilities of purchasing the Faith,

Prayer and Tract League. Grounds:

a. There is undoubtedly some over-lapping and duplication of effort
in the operations of these two organizations. :

" b. The Faith, Prayer and Tract League receives its primary support
from our Christian Reformed constituency and it seems un-
necessary to have two organizations operating in this field. One
should be sufficient.

c. If the two organizations merged there would be a saving in cost
of operations and undoubtedly improvement could be made in
the general scope and character of the work. Adopted. (Report
continued in Art. 157.)

ARTICLE 147 ~
Elder W. Primus offers the closing prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 23, 1950
Eighteenth Session

ARTICLE 148
Dr. J. H. Bavinck leads in devotions and requests Synod to sing

Psalter Hymmal No. 390 and offers the opening prayer.

ARTICLE 149

-The Adwsory Committee” on Indian and Foreign Missions, (cf.
Arts. 84, 94, 98, 127, 130), Dr. P. Y. De Jong, reporter, presents

the following matters:

\
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Mission ExpaNsiox - PROGRAML.
Jxpia (Ramiah Field).

1. Materials: Report No. 12 Section Seven B, (Supplemcnt 12);
Report No. 12-A, Section Seven B, (Supplement 12-A); Overture -
No. 26; Ramiah Letter, April 12 (File of Stated Clerk) ; Ramiah
- Letter, June 5 (File of Stated Clerk).

2. Historical Background.:

We wish to call the attention of Synod to the following matters which
we believe will clarify the questxon before us, namely, to take respon-
- sibility for this mission field in India.

a. The field under consideration consists of two parts which must
be considered by us — the first the Mysore field, which is the smaller
and southern section, and in which Pastor Stephen Raleigh is working
at present; and the second the Bellary field, in which Mr. and Mrs.

- Ramiah together with Miss Ann Bosch of the Spring Lake church are .
Iaboring. In this second field there are far more native pastors and
Christian groups.

b. The question of the possibility of taking over this field was first
broached shortly after Mr. Ramiah had become a member of our
Christian Reformed Church. It must be remembered, however, that
his membership in our church was in no wise related to this question of
taking over the field. Rather, as a member of the Christian Reformedk ‘
Church Mr. Ramiah stands committed to the position that mission work
is the task of the instituted church and not of a group of individuals.
His' request therefore must be viewed in the hght of these convictions
which he has often expressed.

¢. The Board took this whole matter under advisement. It was de-
cided to advise the Synod of 1949 to take over, that portion of the field
which Mr. Ramiah then was minded to hand over, namely the smaller
and less developed southern part.” However, shortly before Synod Mr.
‘Ramiah extended his offer to include the taking over of the whole
field under his presént jurisdiction, viz., the Mysore and Bellary fields.
Because of this enlargement of the proposal the Executive Committee
did not feel free to presént any proposal at that time.’

d. In continuing its study of the matter the Board through its
Executive Committee requested the Rev. John Schuring of Ceylon to
investigate the field. This the brother did and filed a report which
favored taking over the field by our church.

" e. The Board thereupon at its February 1950 meeting dec1ded to
accede to the request to take over the field, subject to the stipulations
recorded in the Agenda, p. 56, 57. The later developments and final
recommendations are recorded in Supplementary Report 12-A, p. 13
and 14, Thus the matter on-a decision relative to the India field may
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properly and conveniently be divided into two parts as the Board
aiso has done.

‘3. Recommendations:
ca. Mysore field — That Synod approve the Board recommendatmn
that steps be taken to assume the Mysore field as outlined (in Supple-

- ment 12-A) on the basis of the grounds stated there. Adopted.

b. Bellary field — -

(1) That Synod decide to take over this ﬁeld as soon as Mr. Ramiah
is ready to meet the stipulations of the Board as outlined in Report No.
12, p. 56, 57. (Supplement 12.) Gromunds: / ,

a. Although the two fields are distinct and can be \vorked separately

there is a close connection between them historically because of
Mr. Ramiah’s position relative to them both.

. b. Mr. Ramiah himself has been ready to give serious comsideration

" to the Board’s stipulations and has begun to carry them out to
a dcgree (June letter from Mr. Ramiah.)

¢. The church at large has given consideration to this matte1 and

at least one Classis has expressed itself definitely in fayor of
taliing over this field. Adopted.

(2) That Synod authorize the Board to do whatever is necessary

‘as implied in point (1) above. Adopted. (Continued in Art. 151.)

ART ICLE 150

Notice is given that Mr. A. Warnaar and Dr. J. H. Bavinck must
leave, our chairman addresses words of hearty appreciation to them,
thanking them for their presence and their help, wishing them God-
speed in their . further travels, and assuring them that we hope and
pray that their churches may flourish under the favor of God. Synod
is requested to sing No. 463 as a word of goodwill and prayer. -

ARTICLE 151
Dr. P Y. De Jong continues the report on Indian and Formgn Mis-
swn matters: (Cf. Arts. 84, 94, 98, 127, 130, 149.) ‘

I. CextraL Hausa LANGUAGE ScmooL.’ ,
1. Material: Report No. 12, Section Six D, (Supplement 12.)
2. Récommendation: ‘ :

- We recommend that Synod endorse the plan of the Board “to co-
operaté with Sudan United Mission in the establishment and main-
tenance of a Central Hausa Language School at Jos” and instruct the
Budget Committee to make the necessary financial provisions for meet-
ing the costs as outlined in the Board recommendation. Grounds:

This is in harmony with past Synodical approval of having our
Nigerian missionaries learn the Hausa language which is necessary
for their work on the field. Adopted. :
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II. Mzrpical EXAMINATION oF MissioN WORKERS.
1. Material: Overture No. 24.

2. Recommendation:

We recommend that Synod endorse this overture and instruct th"
Board to “investigate the possibility and advisability. of changing the
present policy of the Foreign Missions Board to let the final decision
as to acceptance or rejéction of candidates to our mission fields rest
with the advice of only one physician.” Grounds:

a. The Board is at present dealing with this problem

b. The present policy seems to place too much responsibility on one
man and has occasioned some dissatisfaction in the past. Adopted.

III. AerpreciaTioN T0 MR, HENRY DENKEMA.
1. Material: Report No. 12, Section One A (Supplement 12.)
2. Recommendation:
a. We recommend that Synod adopt the following resolution:
“The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in session at Grand
Rapids, Mich., on June 14 and following days, 1950, hereby gives
public expression to its deep appreciation for the long and faithful

- service rendered by Mr. Henry Denkema as member of the Christian

Reformed Board of Missions for a period of twenty years. Unstinting-
ly he has given of his time and talents and energies to the glorious.
work of the expansion of Christ’s kingdom on our mission fields. Tt
is with profound regret that we accept his resignation. May our gracious
God continue to bless our brother in his declining years and use him
to the coming of His glorious kingdom.” Adopted.

b. We further recommend that Synod present this resolution to Mr. .
Denkema by one of the delegates. Rev. P. Jonker 15 appointed to
convey the resolutions of Synod. Adopted.

- IV. Minutes To CONSISTORIES. .

1. Material: Report No. 12, Section One F. (Supplement 12.)

2. Recommendation:

We recommend that Synod “release the Board from the requirements
found in Acts 1936, p. 89, and Acts 1940, p. 47, requiring that copies
of the minutes (items of general interest at least) be sent to each
consistory within fifteen days after every meeting of the executive
committee of the board. Grounds:

a. Consistories can secure this information from the representative

of their Classis on the Board of Missions.

b. Most of this material is reported in The Banner.

Such reports are not required from other Boards. Adopted. (Re-
port continued in Art. 153.)
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' ARTICLE 1'32

A letter is read of Mr. J. Hekman requesting Synod to present a
specific mandate to the Denominational Building Commuittee. The
Advisory Budget Committee is requested to prepare advice on this
matter and report at a later session. (Cf. Art. 157, (35).

ARTICLE 153
The Advisory Committee on Indien and Foreign Missions, (Cf Arts.

84, 94, 98, 127, 130, 149, 151) Dr. P. De ]ong reporting, presents the

following:

I. BuiLpiNG ProjEcts.

Board requests on certain building prOJects of the Indlan Mission
Field.

1. Material: Request to Synod to declare itself on ptoéeeding with
the following:

(1) Zuni Chapel. -

- (2) Remodeling of Gallup residence.

(3) Home for missionary children at Rehoboth to be provided by

remodeling the Government School building.

This request was presented by Dr. J. C. De Korne and Dr. R. S.
Wierenga, who discussed each of these needs with us.

2. Recommendations:

That Synod declare that in view of Synodmal action approving of

" the report on Mission policy, the Board is not authorized to proceed

with these projects until the Study Committee report shall have been
acted on. Grounds:

a. This is the plain intent of the decision of this Synod.

b. This will avert a dangerous precedent for the interim period dur-
ing which the whole matter of our mission policy, is to be
studied. Adopted.

Synod adopts that as a single exception to the rule of Synod, the board

be authorized to remodel the Government school, if absolutely necessary,
as enumerated under (3) above. Adopted.

II. GeENERAL MissioN MATTERS.

A. Support of Mission Fields Not Under Supervision of Denomi-
national Boards.
* 1. Material: Overture No. 18 (Calvin Church)

2. Recommendation:

That Synod do not accede to this overture. Grounds:

a. To the mind of the Committee the decision of 1937 does leave
the door open somewhat in exceptional cases.

.b. To take a more specific decision with respect to the permissibility
of supporting missionaries and mission fields not under super-
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"vision of our Boards would focus too much attention on. these
men and fields at this time when we are greatly expanding thm.
work under our own control. Adopted.

New Mission Field in Pakistan.
Material: Overture No. 19 (Classis Grand Rapids South.)
Recommendation:

That Synod accede to this overture by appomtmg a competent com-
mittee (including some Board members) to study this question. Adopted .

el v+

III. Mission Work ox Our CHINA Fiero,

1. Material: Report No. 12, Sectxon Five (Supplement 12).

2. Recomsnendation.:

‘a. We recommend that Synod request the Rev. ‘A. H. Smit to ad-
dress Synod on the state of our mission work in China in ‘order that
_the churches may be informed on this matter, Adopted.

b. We recommend that Synod request the Rev. A, 1. Smit to, pre-
pare a report on' the state of our mission work in China to be incor-
.porated in the Acts. (Supplement 51.) Adopted.

¢. We reconmnend that Synod authorize the Board to investigate the
possibility and advisability of sending up to $100.00 per month for the
needs of the churches and evaiigelists on our field, with power to act. ~

Adopted.  Grounds:
‘According to Rev. A. H. Smit the sending of this money is pos-
sible. The sending of this money will fill a real need, since many
of the Christian groups who are supplied by the evangélists are
small and weak financially.

IV. Sourm AwmpricA AxD CevLoN MATTERS. .
~ A. Relationship of Clas:zs Buenos Aires to Christian Reformed
- Church.

1. Material: Report No. 29 (Supplement 29).

2. Historical Background:

The question of the relationship of our church to the Classis Buenos
Aires has been definitely raised -at last year’s Synod. The Committee
presented that question to the churches in South Ainerica. After due
deliberation they have prepared their answer. The Committee pre-
sents that material for action by this Synod.

v

3. Recommendation:
a. That Syriod express its approval of “the 1deal of the churches
of Classis Buenos Aires to become an independent denomination.”

Grounds: :

- 1. This decision of Classis Buenos Aires acquiesces in the purpose
of the decision of our Synod of 1948, Synodmal Acts, pages 17
and 18, Article 55, I11, B, 2, d.
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2. Ttis in harmony with the general aim of the Report on “Dual
Administration of Reformed Churches i South America,” Acts
- of Synod of 1949, page 354, Supplement 35.

3. It is a unanimous decision of Classis Buienos Aires. -

4. The work of our denomination, on- behalf of Classis Buenos
Aires, will evidently be facilitated by this decision.

5. The welfare of Classis Buenos Aires will hopefully be promoted,

as indicated by the Classis in their grounds for this decision,
" which are included in this present report to our Synod of 1950.
Adopted.

b. That in regard to B, Agenda, p. 198, of the dec1510n of Classis

"Buenos Aires. ( Supplement 29.) Adopted

1) Synod pledge itself to continue the support which it extends to )

“those churches for as long as this is necessary. Adopted.

2) Synod instruct our Committee to correspond with the deputies

" for South Ameérican churches in Netherlands and South. Afrxca to

give whatever help they can to those churches. Adopted. ,
- 3) Synod also urge the South American churches to continue mov-
ing in the direction of complete self-support as soon as this is possible.
Adopted. .

c. That Synod promise to continue the loan of our ministers to
those churches also when they become independent for as long as this

.18 necessary. Adopted. Grounds:

These recommendations are in harmony with the kind of help
which we have been affording these churches for many years.
B. Loan for Rev. Sonneveldt’s Salary.
1. Material: Report No. 20-B (Supplement 29-B).
. 2. Historical Background: ; ,
For some years; due to the war, our churches have taken care of

-the salary of the Rev. Sonneveldt, who is officially a minister of the

Gereformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands for work in South Amer-
jca. This loan now amounts to thousands of dollars, which those
churches feel they canuot pay because of the sad results of the war

. and the schism and because of the unfavorable exchange of the florin.

They have therefore asked to be released of that obligation, with the
understanding that the amount left in their treasury for South Ameri-

can work will be used as a contribution towards the study e‘cpenses.

of a South American student who will plepare himself for service in
those churches.

3. Recommendations: .

a. That Synod cancel the “Ioan (voorschot) as requested by the
‘Dutch Deputaten. Adopied.

b. - The offer of the Dutch Deputaten be thankfully accepted and the
Committee for. South America be instructed to work out the details
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“ with the Dutch Deputaten, with the stipulation that this money, 4000
florins, be made available for a future worker in Classis Buenos Aires,
whether originally from South America or originally. from the Chris-
tian Reformed Church. (cf. Supplement 29-B.)

C. Term of Service for the Rev: J. O. Schuring.
1. Material: Report No. 29 (Supplement 29).

2. Recommendation:

We recommend that Synod accede to the proposal of the Committee
to shorten the term of service to 4 years, mcludmg a half year of
furlough. Adopted '

D. Second Minister to Ceylon.
1. Materidl: Supplementary Report No. 29-A (Supplement 29-A).
2. Historical Background:

A request has recently come in from the Rev. Schuring askmg for
the sending of a second Christian Reformed minister to Ceylon. This
has been endorsed by the Committee.

3. Recommendation.:

We recommend that Synod do not accede to this request at thls time.

Grounds:

a. We have in very recent years been of great service to the Ceylon
churches not only in sending the Rev. Schuring but also in en-
abling Mr. Foenander and the Rev. Felsianes to come ‘to Amer-
ica and study at Calvin Seminary. All threc of these men are
now in Ceylon, so that the acceptance of our recommendation
will not jeopardize the Reformed witness there at this time.

b. The possibilities for expansion of work in Ceylon are limited,

"since there are only seven churches which could possibly be
served by ministers and there are an equal number of ministers
at this time.

¢. We do not feel free to 1ecommend greater expenditures for Cey—
fon work for the coming year: Aa’oﬂed

V. Duar Bubpcer.
1. Material: Report No. 12-A, Section Six ¥, (Supplement 12-A).
Overture No. 6 (Nigerian MlSSlOnarl(.S) '
Overture No. 12 (I) (Consistory of Hollandale 1\/Imn)

2. Analysis of the situation:

The Synod of 1949 approved the Board’s recommendation to adopt -
the Dual Budget, which to its mind would more completely sa.tisfy the
needs which have been created by our denominational mission work.
This method does more justice to the desires of the donors of spcc1al
gifts, in that now they not only may specify for ‘what they are giving,
but they also have the guarantee that their g1fts will be used for the
specified purpose - alone



S T A

e e e e gt e,

Y

i
[
!
{
£
L

AxrrtIicLE 153 79

This new method has been called into question on several accounts:
1) that the door will be open to irregularities; 2) that now the church -
in spite of the protestations of the Board is not assuming full finan-
cial responsibility for the work; 3) that it will make the missionaries -
solicitants for money; 4) that the churches and classes have not had
opportunity to consider this matter before it was decided; 5) that
there is something deceptive about it. .

Your Committee has met with Dr. R. Wierenga, treasurer of the
Board, and with the Rev. H. R. Boer, who has registered some of
these objections. Full opportunity was given for discussion and after
the new method was thoroughly considered your Advisory Comumnittee
decided that it could find in the Dual Budget system no opportunism
and nothing that could be regarded as unscriptural, unreformed or

~ deceptive.

3. Recommendations:
~a. That Synod declare that the Dual Budget is not in conflict with
any basic principle, and that it is thoroughly subJected to the decisions
of every annual Synod. (Synod can.change the items listed in the
Special Gift Budget any year it desires to do so. Adopted.

b. That in view of the questions which have been raised and the
charges made Synod kindly request the Finance Committee of the
Christian Reformed Board of Missions to outline this new method
adopted in 1949 clearly and concisely in our church papers. Adopied.

4. Synod declare that hereby the overtures 6 and 12 dealing with
this matter’ are hereby answered. Adopted.

VI. MaNpATE To “Mission Poricy” Stupvy CoMMITTEE. .See Art
127.
1. That Synod appoint a Study Committee to report to the Synod

" of 1952.

a. Personnel — This Committee shall consist of seven members
adequately representing the divergent views on the prob]em to be
studied. (cf. Art. 160, V1.)

b. Mandate — This Committee shall be charged:

1) To formulate the principles of indigenous mission work based
on a thorough exegetical study of all relevant Scripture passages; and
in the light of our distinctively Reformed doctrines of church, cov-
enant, etc.

2) To formulate the regulations governing the application of such
principles to the Church and her Board; the Church and her mission-
aries; the Church and her duties te the native population, with spe-
cial reference to finances, educational institutions and medical work
on the mission field; and the Church and her obligations to the native

converts;
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3) To formulate the specific application of these principles and
regulations to the Indian Mission Field.

This mandate charges the Committee with taking specific cogmzance
of the materials listed at the beginning of this report.

It also urges the desirability of reporting to the Synod of 1951 as
to its progress in this matter. Adopted. -

ARTICLE 154 ¢

The Ad\’lsory Committee on Educational Matters (ci. Arts. 80 85,
112, 140), Rev. J.-Vander Ploeg 1eportmg, presents the followmg

J. SALARY SCHEDULE.
a. Material: Report 19-A (Supplement 19-A).
b. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the new salary schedule for Calvin College
and Seminary as proposed in.Report No. 19A (Supplement 19-A).

- 2. That it be stipulated, however, that this new salary schedule will

‘not affect those who are now teaching until their salary under the
-”proposed schedule will be equivalent to that which they are now. re-
~ ceiving. Adopted. /

II. MarTERs PERTAINING To CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY. -

A. Th.D. Degree. '

1. Qwerture No. 8.

a. We take grateful notice of the Board of Trustees and Seminary
Faculty’s pursuance of their work on the program of the Th.D. degree
Adopted-

b. In view of the fact that obstacles st111 hinder the introduction of
courses looking toward the Th.D. degree, Synod instruct the Board of
Trustees and the Calvin Seminary Faculty to continue their efforts.
Adopted. '

c. In the continuation of these efforts, the Board of Trustees -and
the Seminary Faculty shall give no consideration to the proposition
of Overture No. 8 of Classis Sioux Center, but, nevertheless, they
.. shall give serious consideration to the material contained in the grounds
< presented for that proposition. Adopted. '
" d. That this be considered an adequate answer to the Overture No.
8 of Classxs Sioux Center. Adopted.

2. .Overture No. 9.

a. That the Board of Trustees and the Seminary Faculty give seri-

. Céus consideration to Overture No. 9- of Classis Sxoux Center.
round.:

Collaboration and an exchange of thought may: w eIl prove fruitful .

in some areas of the Th.D. program Adopted.
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B Acknowledgments. ‘

1. Synod express its grateful thanks to Mr. Tony Noordew1e1 for
faithful service rendered through the. past twcniy eight years.
Adopted.
© 2. Synod express its grateful thanks and apprecmnon to Professor
Jacob G. Vanden Bosch upon the completion of fifty years of tecaching
service at Calvin College. Adopted. ‘

C. Diamond Scholarship.

1. We call the attention of Synod to the decision of the Board of
Trustees to- offer an annual scholarship. This scholarship to be desig-’
nated the ‘‘Diamond Scholarship.” Report No. 19. (Supplement 19.)

2. We recommend that. Synod approve this action ‘of granting this
annual “Diamond Scholarship.” Adopted. :

D. National Union of Christian Schools. Report No. 43. ( Supple-
ment 43). Your committee advises Synod: -

1. That the Banner be informed that its pageés be not used for the
purpose of National Association of Christian Schools propaganda.
This was referred without action to the Publication Committee.

2. That Synod remind our churches that the National Union of
Christiari Schools is the only national school organization on' the rec-
ommended list for financial aid. (cf. Art. 157.) Adoj)ted \

Junior College Committee. '
Material: Report No. 24 (Supplement 24).

Recommendations:

Synod thank the committee for its labors. Adopted.

Synod postpone action on this report until next year. Ground:
The argumentation within the report reveals that we are not
ready for a decision on the matter of Junior Colleges at this time.
See pp. 147-149 of Agenda. (Supplement 24.) Adopted.

¢. Synod instruct the study committee on Junior Colleges to pub-.
lish and distribute a’ digest of this comprehensive report in suitable
form to foster discussion of the problem within School Boards, Elders’
Conferences, Faculties, Alumni Associations, etc. Adopted.

ARTICLE 155
The Stated Clerk reports on the election of Members at Large
for the Christian Reformed Board of Missions.
Dr. R. S. Wierenga, Mr. J. Daverman and Prof. E. Y. Monsma
are elected as the regular members and Dr. R. De Mol as the .general
alternate.

RN

ARTICLE 156
The Advisory Committee Protest and Appeals, (Cf. Arts. 142, 145),
Rev. J. Ehlers reporting:
A." Material: Report of Synodical Examiners in re Re-instatement
‘of Mr. ]. P. Battema into the ministry of our church.
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- B. Recommendations:

1. Your Committee recommends that Synod do not approve of the
work done by the synodical examiners re advising the re-instatement of
Mr. J. P. Battema into the ministry. Ground:

According to the Reformed Church Polity the re-instatement of
-a deposed minister should as a rule be effected by the same classis
that deposed him, and in no case without consulting the classis
that deposed him as to the desirability of reinstating him. Cf.
. Jansen, Korte Verklaring van de Kerkenordening, p. 349; also
the Acts of the Synod of 1918, p. 48.
Synod is convinced that the same procedure should be followed,
when one who has resigned from the ministry of our churches
desires to be reinstated and be declared eligible for .a call once
more. Adopted. Rev. Wm. Heynen requests that his negative
vote be recorded against point 1.

2. Your committee recommends Synod to declare that proper pro-

-cedure would require Mr. J. P. Battema to deal directly with the

Wyoming Park Christian Reformed Church and Classis Grand Rapids
South. Adopted.

3. In view of the above recommendations adopted by Synod your
committee advises Synod to declare that the re-instatement of Mr. J.
P. Battema by Classis California is hereby nullified. Adopied.

4. Your committee recommends Synod to declare that the above
recommendations as adopted serve as a reply to all protestants. Adopted.

5. Synod instruct the Stated Clerk of Synod to inform Classis
California and the consistory of Los Angeles of this decision. Adopted.

ARTICLE 157 .
The Advisory Conunittee on Budget Maiters, (Cf. Arts. 122, 146),

‘Mr. F. L. Winter reporting, presents the following:

1. CHRISTIAN LABOR ASSOCIATION.

This association submitted a financial statement to the Budget Com-
mittee which has been carefully examined. The statement, however,
does not reveal how much is being contributed by our churches

Recommendation:
That this organization be placed on the accredited list. Adopted.

2. Pine Rest SANITARTUM AND CHRISTIAN PsvciioraTHIC HOSPITAL

This institution submitted a financial report covering all its opera-
tions, and we find same in proper form.

Recommendation:

That this institution be approved and placed on the accredited list.
Adopted.
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3. BETHESDA SANITARIUM.
This institution submitted a detailed financial report which has been
carefully examined by your committee and found in proper form.
Recommendation:

" That this institution be approved and placed on the accredited list.
Adopted,

4. JeEwisu MISSIONS. ~
A. Material: Reports No. 3 and No. 4 (Supplements 3, 4.)
Financial reports have been received relative to the support of both
missions in Chicago and Paterson. - These reports have been duly
examined by your committee.

B. Recommendations:

1. In view of a substantial balance .in this fund, your committee
recommends a quota of 50 cents to be divided as follows: 60% for the
Chicago Jewish Mission and 40% for the Paterson Jewish Mission.
Adopted. (Rev. E. Kooistra registers his negative vote agamst this
decision.)

2. Relative to the inquiry of the Paterson Hebrew Mission Board,
see page 14 of the Agenda. This board inquires relative to the rule
of Synod that all reserve funds must be invested in United States
Government Bonds, and inquires whether some of these funds can be
deposited with a local savings and loan association. The Budget Com-
mittee recommends to continue the investment of reserve funds in
United States Government Bonds. Grounds:

1. The highest degree of safety can thus be obtamcd

2. While savings and loan associations are guaranteed by the govern-

ment, funds could be frozen in event of serious financial and
economic reverses and reserve funds should not be subject to
such conditions. Adopted.

5. SvnobicaL TREAsURER’s REPorRT (Supplement 49.)

The report of the Synodical Treasurer under date of June 12, 1950
submitted to Synod has been scrutinized by your Budget Committee.
Three funds are reported on in this document, namely, National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals, the Ecumenical Synod, and Synodical Expense
Account. The committee has carefully examined the report and finds
same In proper form.

A. Recommendations:

1. Regarding the Ecumenical Synod: In view of the balance of
$9,225.67 in this fund and that the next meeting will not be held until
1953, it is recommended that no quota be established for 1951. Adopied.

2. Regarding the Synodical Expense Account: This account shows
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a substantial balance of $37,524.99. In view of this large balance, it is -
recontmended that no quota be established for the year 1951. Adopted.

6. Soutsr AMErICA AND CrEYLON Mission FUND.
- A. Material: Report No. 29 (Supplement 29.)
The financial report of this organization has been examined by your
commntittee and the same is found in proper form. The proposed budget
" for the year 1951 was also’ submitted.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve a quota of 55 ccnts for the work of this
‘committee. Adopted. Grounds::

a. This committee has a rather sizeable balance at the present time.

b. The increase asked for was on the basis of an additional worker.

Tt appears, however, that this has been the situation for the past

: several years, but no worker has been engaged.

¢. Reserves asked for in the past have not been set aside and have,

" at least in part, been used for other. purposes.

2. That Synod instruct this committee that funds collected for
reserve purposes be set up as reserve in a special account. Adopted.

" 7. CanapiaN Rurinr Fuxp.

A. Material: - Report No. 39 (Supplement 39)

The committee has received the report of this fund showing income
and disbursements, and showing a balance on hand May 1, 1950 of .
$5,825.96. Received as information,

8. IMmMiGRATION CoMMITTEE FOR CANADA.

A. Material: Report No. 27-A (Supplement 27, 27- A)

The financial report of this committee has been received and examined
by your Budget Committee. Also, further detailed information was
furnished by one of the members of the committee, all of which was
, found in proper form.

B. Recommendations: .
Thay Synod approve a quota of $1.00 for this work. Adopted.

9. CHRISTIAN REForRMED BoarD oF Missions.

A. Material: Report No. 12 (Supplement 12, 12-A.)

Your committee received the detailed financial report of this board,
and also a copy of the Auditors Report, all of which gives detailed
information about the financial affairs of this board. The proposed

- budget for 1951 was also received and examined.

)

B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod approve a quota of $9.50 for this work Grounds:
* a. The Mission Board asks for $9.00 if no éxpansion projécts are
~added, and $10.00 if a field is added. There is a surplus for the
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year 1949 of $40,700.00 in the China budget which has been set
up as a reserve. The éstimated income for China for 1951 will
be approximately $78,000.. The board asked to set. aside another
, $40,000.00 for China. In view of the surplus already set aside
for China, the Budget Committee does not approve of setting
aside further reserves as it may be several years before the door
for mission work in China is again opened These surplus China

" funds should take care of any expansion program. Adopted
2. That Synod authorize the mission Board that liberty be given to

_-appeal for funds if the China field can be opened again. Adopted.

3. Motion is made and carried to approve of the proposed special
gift budget as given on page 18 of the Christian Reformed Board of
Missions Budget report to Synod. The amounts are $12,730 for 1950
and $17,300 for 1951, (Apphes to Nigeria only)

10. Cuurcu Hrre Funo.

A. Material: Report No. 18 (Supplement 18.) ‘
- The report of this fund was received by your committee and was
duly examined and found in order. '

B. Recommendation:

That a quota of $2.25 be approv ed Adopted

~11. Funp For Nrepvy CHURCHES.

A. Material: Report No. 13 (Supplement 13.)
The financial report for this fund was received and duly examined
by your committee and found in order.
B. Recommendation:
That Synod approve a quota of $1.00. Adopted Grounds:
This fund still has a substantial balance and should be able 1w
carry on with the above suggested quota.
C. That Synod declare this to be an answer to Overture No. 22 of
Classis WISCOIlbln Adopied.

12. CHURCH Exrension Funp (Supplement 13, 13-A.)
The financial report for this fund was received and duly examined
by your committee and found in proper form.

Recommendation:
That Synod approve a quota of $3.75. Adopted

13. Canapian EmerGeENcY FUNb. -

A. Material: Report No. 13 (Supplement 13 13-A.)

The report of this fund was received and examined by your com-
mittee and found in order.

B. Recommendation:

That Synod approve a quota of $4.00. Adopted.

!
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14. Bacxk To Gop Hour,

A. Material: Agenda No. 15, No. 15- A and No. 15-B (Supplement
15, 15-A, 15-B.)

The deta1led report of this board has been received and exammed
by the Budget Committee and found in order.

B. Recommendation:
That a quota of $6.00 be approved by Synod as follows: For general
operating purposes, $5.00, and for Family Altar, $1.00. Adopted.

15. MinNisTERS’ PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION,

A. Material: Report No. 16 (Supplement 16.) o

The report of this board has been received: by the Budget Com-
mittee and examined and found in order.

B. Recommendation: ‘
That Synod approve a quota of $3.25. Adopted.

16. Carvin COLLEGE AND SEMINARY.

A. Material: Reports No. 19, 19-A (Supplements 19 19-A))

The detailed reports of the College and Seminary were received and
duly examined by the Budget Committee and found in order. The
budget for the year 1951 was also submitted and. has been studied by
your committee.

B. Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve a quota of $7.00.

2. That Synod instruct the Board of Trustees to give further con-
sideration to the matter of tuition for students not members of the
Christian Reformed Church. It is the opinion of your committee that
tuition for such students should be nearer to actual cost.

17. SeamEN’s HoME.
~ A. Material: Report No. 22 (Supplement 22.)

The report of this committee was duly received and examined bv
your committee and found in order.

B. Recommendations: ‘

That this cause be placed on the accredited list for one or more
offerings. Adopted.

18. Sywnopical Tract COMMITTEE.

A. Material: Report No. 23, 23-A (Supplement 23, 23-A.)

‘The report of this committee was received and examined by your
* committee and found in order.

B. Reconumendation:
That this cause be approved and placed on the accredited list for
one or more offerings. Adopted.
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'19. NATIONAL CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

A. Material: Report No. 30 (Supplement 30.)
The financial report of this organization has been examined by yonr

committee and appears to be in proper form.

B. Recominendations:

That action be deferred ior recommending this organization to our

churches for offerings. Grounds:

1. They have a substantial balance.

2. Your committee is of the opinion that Synod should have more
" information as to what is bemg accomplished by this organization.
The present information is not sufficient to properly guide Synod
as to, the scope of work done.

3. Information is lacking as to what other church organizations are
contributing to this cause.

4. Recent issues of the publication of the orgamzatlon would indicate
that it is departing from its chosen field, as there are many |
articles in this publication dealing with other subjects. Adopted.

20. Lorp’s Dav ALLIANCE.

A. Material: Report No. 5 (Supplement 5, ) »
“Your committee has carefully examined the financial statement of this

organization.

B. Recommendations:
It is recommended that action be deferred on recommending this

* organization to our churches. Grounds:

1. The extent of the work is not indicated.
. 2. The organizational set-up and the manner in which members of
the board are elected or appointed is not clear.
3. The financial information as to what other denominations are
contributing is lacking. Adopted.

2L THE GIDEONS.

Financial statements have been submitted to the Budget Committee
and a careful study reveals that this organization has large cash
balances in its fund. .

Recommendation: . .

That this organization not be included in the list of accredited causes.
Grounds:

The financial report shows a cash balance in its Scripture Fund
of $234,289.93, and a balance in its General Fund of $111,411.69.
The Endowment Fund has a balance of $7,661.66 and the Foreign
Extension I'und has a deficit balance of $7,744.68. The total
cash on band June 30, 1949, $345,618.60. Adopted.
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22. CuarisTiaN RerorMED PuBLISHING HoOUSE.
A. Material: Report No. 25 (Supplement 25.)
1. A detailed financial report was received and duly examined by

your committee, together with the Auditor’s Report, all of whtch wis
found in order.

2. Relative to the recommendation of the Publication Committee to
raise the salary of the Editor-in-Chief of The Banner in'the amounft of
$500.00, this was considered by the Budget Committee and we recom-’
mend that Synod approve the recommendation of the Pubhcatlon

. Committee. Ado pted.

23. NatioNaL Uniox or CHRISTIAN: SCHOOLS.

A. Material: Report No. 43 (Supplement 43.)
Financial reports of the General Fund, Relief Fund and Text Book
Fund were received and examined by your committee and found to be
“in ordeér.
B. Recommendation: That the funds, namely, General Fund, Relief
Fund and Text Book Fund be placed on the accredited list for one or
. more offerings. Adopted. '

24. Sursipy PavyMeENTS To NEEDY CHURCHES IN CANADA ‘ .

A. Material: TReport No. 13-A, pa.ragraph D, (Supplement 13, .
13-A) '
. Section D of report No. 13 A reads as follows:

“Re the payment of assistance from the Fund for Needy Churches
to our Canadian churches we bring the following to the attention of
Synod.

“With a premijum of 10% on Umted States money in Canada, and -

_a corresponding discount of 11% to 15% on Canadian money in the
United States the manner of paying subsidies to our needy churches
‘came up for consideration, consequent to 2 consistorial requests from
" subsidized churches in Canada. These consistories petitioned that their
subsidies be paid in United States currency since their pastors have
constant expenditures in the United States in connection with the higher
education of their children. Considering that it is difficult to send
money out of Canada and that moreover.a loss of 11% to 15% would
have to be sustained, your committee acted favmably upon these re-
quests. This involves that the subsidy so received is not pand through
the mediacy of the Synodical Canadian Treasurers.

“Pursuant thereto we request Synod:

a. That it approve this action of the Executive Committee for Home |
Misstons. .

b. That Synod detéermine whether this manner of paying subsidies
be made applicable to our other subsidized Canadian churches.” '
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This rather involved matter was discussed at some length by the
Budget Committee and in consultation with Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft.

- B. Recommendations:
1. That Synod does not approve the act of the Executive Committee

referred to in the above quoted Act D. Grounds:
This action is unfair to other pastors of subsxdlzed chttrchc°

Adopted.
2. That Synod declare that the premium of 10% on United States
money in Canada should not be taken into consideration in paying of

~funds to subsidized churches. Grounds:

Subsidy payments are paid to the churches, not to the ministers
of the subsidized churches. Adopted.

1

25. Ovzrrturr No. 17 or Caatuam CoONSISTORY.

The consistory of the Christian Reformed Church in Chatham ap-
peals fo Synod from the decision of the Committee on Church Help
relative to a'loan received from the Church Help Fund by this congre-
gation. The consistory of Chathami feels it is entitled to the same terms
as provided for by the Canadian Building Fund. Your committee. con-

sidered this entire situation' and is of the opinion that the decision, of
" the Church Help Fund Committee was correct. However, in view of

the unusual circumstances your commlttee feels some admstment ‘
should be made. o

Recommendation:
That Synod instruct the Church Help Fund Committee to give. the
Chatham Church a five year period of grace before re- payments on the

.loan become due and payable.

26. CALVINISTIC RESETTLEMENT SERVICE.
A. Material: Report No. 21-B (Supplement 21-B.)
Your committee has examined the financial report of this organiza-
tion and finds samie in order.

‘B. Recommendation:
That this cause be recommended to the Diaconate of our churches.

27. Bonps oF DENOMINATIONAL TREASURERS. :

The Stated Clerk of Synod turned over to your Budget Committee
several Bonds of the various Denominational Treasurers for examina-
tion. Your committee finds these bonds all with acceptable surety
companies and in proper amounts, Your committee did not find a
Bond for the Synodical Treasurer nor for the Tract Committee. Re-
ceived as mformatmn .
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28. SprcraL Apvisory BupGer COMMITTEE APPOIN’l]:D BY SYNOD OF
1949. '

We call the “attention of Synod to the special services rendered to

- our church by the Synodical Advisory Budget Committee. This com-

mittee did considerable advance work in obtaining financial reports

and other information which was of great help to the Budget Committee ©

of Synod.

Recommendations: . .
1. That Synod recognize and express 1ts appreciation of the work
of this special committee. Adopted.

2. That Synod appoint such a committee for 1951. (Cf. Art. 160,
VL) Adopted.

29. RrQuest FrRoM CHURCH AT WORMER, NETHERLANDS.

A communication was received from the Gereformeerde Kerk at
Wormer by the Stated Clerk of Synod, who turned same over to the
Budget Committee for consideration. The contents of this letter in
brief solicits financial help in the approximate amount of $18,000.00
to assist this church in the construction of church buildings.

Recommendation: _

While this-church is undoubtedly in need of financial assistance and
-~ .may be worthy of help, your committee nevertheless recommends that
~ Synod does not give financial aid. Grounds: '

1. We cannot possibly honor all requests for financial aid that come
to us from abroad. '

2. Appeals from foreign countries should be accompanied by a
letter of recommendation from a .particular or general Synod of
the Netherlands. No such recommendation accompanied thlS re-
quest. Adopied.

© 30. Re-PayMENT OF QUorAs rorR CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY.

According to the decision of Synod of 1947, all Classical Treasurers
must report to the Stated Clerk of Synod the nurnber of churches in
their respective classes which have not paid their quotas for Calvin
College and Seminary in fulll The Budget Committee has received
the following information:

A. Reported by the Classical Treasurers:

Classis . Paid in full In Arrears
Galifornia ..o 21 churches............ 21 0
G. R. Basto oo 38 churches............ 19 19

' (A1l Michigan (All Cana-
Churches) dian Churches)
G. R. South 18 -
GL R, Westool N 14

-Muskegon ....... .26 rches... . 25
Orange City

[ =
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Classis ) Paid in full In Arreary
Pacific .ot churches.......... 20 6
Sioux Center : churches........... S 18 0
Wisconsin ... '.13 churches.......... 11 ... I 2
Zeeland .. 16 churches 16 ... 0

B. Reported by Delegates:

Chicago North churches............ 15 1
Chicago South churches............ 15 0
Hackensack ..... churches 9 1
Hudson ...ccocoeiinieeeciee churches 15 e 0
Holland ........ churches 15 0
Kalamazoo churches 12 . 2
Minnesota churches............ 724 0
Ostfriesland ..., churches......... 13 ... 0
Pella ........... : A.16 churches............ 16 e 0

The budget committee calls the attention of Synod to the churches
that have not met their quotas. In most cases, the explanation was
satisfactory to the budget committee. Further attention is called to the
fact that -about half of the report has come from the delegates and not
from the classical treasurers as required by the decision of Synod. Re-
ceived as information.

31. REQUESTS FTOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT,
+ In order to enable the appointed Budget Committee of Synod to
analyze the financial conditions of various organizations asking financial
support, we recommend that such organizations provide the following:

1. Financial statement auditéd by a Certified Public Accountant

2. A formal request for continued support.

3. A statement of the amount received from the Christian Reformed
Church and all members thereof.

4. A representative to meet with the Budget Committee, if possible,
to answer questions pertaining to the organization. Adopted.

32. REMUNERATION OF SyNoDICAL OFFICERS.

Your committee has given consideration to the amount of remunera-
tion for the officers of Synod and recommends that they be remunerated
as follows:

Synodical Treasurer, $500.00 per year.

Stated Clerk, $500.00 per vear,

First Clerk of Synod, $100.00.

Second Clerk of Synod $25.00.

H. J. Voss, for services during session of Synod $100.00.

United States Canadiap Treasurer, $200.00 per year. Adopted.

33. APPOINTMENT OF TREASURERS FOR SyNoDicAL I['UNDS.
Your committee calls the attention of Synod to a Synodical decision
found in Acts, 1908, page 11, Acts, 1946, page 58, Schaver, The Polity
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of the Churches, Vol. II, page 146. We rccommend that this policy be
enforced.

34. Your Committee 1ecommends that the same rules shall apply -for
the next year re Mrs. D. H. Kromminga and. the Emeritus professors
+ as adopted by the Synod of 1949. (cf. Acts, 1949, Art. 127, B)
Adopted.

35. DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING.
As to the proposed Dmozmnatwnal Building (cf. Art. 152) youz
conmiittee recommends :
. 1. That Synod decide that the total cost of building and site is not
to exceed ‘3;100 000.
2. That this project be financed bv establishing a quota of $1.00 -
per family for three vears, namely, 1951, 1952 and 1953.
3. That Synod organize a non- proﬁt Corporation to own and op-
erate this property
4. Money for “Denominational Building Fund” be forwarded to
_our Synodical Treasurer through the Classical Treasurers.

Adaopted.

36. $1,000,000 Carvix CAMPAIGN.

In reply to the Board of Trustees concerning another $1,000,000
campaign the Advisory Commtitee recommends that Synod do not
authorize such 'a campaign next year. Adopted.

37. Pexsion Fuxp rFor UnorDAINED Mission WORKERS.

Agenda. Report No. 45. (Supplement 45.)

Requests for Synodical action:

-1. To express itself in favor of mergmcr the ‘proposed unordained
mission workers’ pension plan with the pension plan of the unordained
and lay workers of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions.

‘2. To appoint a committee, contingent upon Synodical decision re

1. above, whose task it shall be to prepare a pension plan for un-

ordained mission workers and submit same to the Synod of
1951 for approval. Adopted.

38. That a complete list of Quotas, recommended for one or more
offerings, and accredited causes, and causes recommended to our
Diaconates be inserted in the Acts as a helpful guide for classical
treasurers, consistories, and individuals. Adopted.

ARTICLE 158

The Advisory Comumittee Church Order (cf. Arts. 69, 79, 103, 109,
141) Rev. Wm. Heynen reporting, presents: the followmg matters :
I, CarLiNG oF RETURXNED MISSIOXARY.

*A. Materials:

1. Overture No. 7 from Classis Sioux Center asking Synod to
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declare that the Rev. A H. Selles- should be rccommended to th&.

- ¢hurches for a call.

2. The report of your advisory committee which was 1ccommltted
at an earlier session of this Synod.

B. Aduvice:

1. That Synod take cognizance of the fact that the present arrange-
ment regarding the Rev. A. H. Selles between the Board of Missions
and the Central Ave. Church, although irregular, is of a temporary
nature and will discontinue wuhm a year from now. (Received as
information. )

2. That Synod leave this matter to the Boarc[ of Missions and the
Central Ave. Consistory for proper disposition. Adopted.

3. That this action be deemed an adequate answer to the Overture
of Classis Sioux Center. Adopted. . - ‘

I1I. InvitatioNn From “NrebDerrLANDSE HurvorRMDE GEMEENTE” (N
Lonbox.

A. Materials:

The Conszstory of the “Nederlandse Hervormde. Gemeente te
London” requests, that our church be represented at the fest1v1t1e5 com-,
memorating their 400th Anniversary.

B. Aduvice:

1. That we do not accept this invitation to send a delegate to these
festivities in London. Adopted.

2. That ‘Synod refer this matter to our standing committee on
Ecumenicity and Inter-church correspondence with instructions that
they send an appropr iate letter of congratulations, provided that this
is in harmony with their policies of mter—chmch corr espondence
Adopted.

III. REPORTS OF SYNODICAL EXAMINERS.
A. Classical Examinations of Candidates for the Gospel ministry

- were attended by the Synodical examiners as follows:

Candidate Classis Delegate . Classis

Louis Dykstra ......ccoceoceeecaeeacen Holland P. Jonker . ..cocoooeeeacee . G. R. West
. L. Van Laar...... ..Kalamazoo

. ‘ J. H. Bruinooge.... ....Zeeland

William DeWitt Ribbens....Kalamazoo P. Holwerda................G. R. South
P. Jonker ..o.cooooceivcrnineen. G. R. West

' ‘ J. H. Bruinooge. ....................Zeeland
Harry Vanderaa ................Minnesota J. Van Beek.......cccecmeeenee Sioux Center
J. Cupido - ...Orange City

N. Jansen ......cccceceeeenn. ‘Wiseonsin
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Candidate Classis Delegate Classis

Gerrit Vander Plaats........ Orange City G. Van Laar.....ooeeee. Minnesotd
_..Ostfriesland
+ J. Hanenburg .......... Sioux Center

.................. California W. Groen ... reemeeeememn o Pacifie
J. Guichelaal ..ovcieeiiieic i Pella .
J. Hanenburg ........... Sioux Center

John A. Petersen

We recommend that Synod approve their work. Approved.

. 'B. The Synodical Examiners J. Cupido from Classis Orange City
and J. Hanenburg from Classis Sioux Center did not approve of a
trio of the Prairie City Christian Reformed Church which included
the name of Rev. H. P. Baak, a minister of the U. P. Church. Their
grounds were:

a. The decisions of the Synods of 1930 and 1945 on this matter.

b. This Church has been vacant less than a year.

¢. The increasing number of candidates coming from our own

Seminary, and the declarations of Synod regarding them.

-We recommend that Synod approve of this action. Adopted.

C. Mr. C. Kuipers. ,

With respect to the examination of Mr. C. Kuipers under the pro-
‘visions of Article 8 of the Church Order we call the attention of Synod
to the following facts in the matter.

1. That the initial step in the rather complicated procedure of seek-
ing Ordination under Article 8 was taken by Classis California in
September of 1947 when he was given an examination and given per-
-mission to exhort in the churches.

2. At the September Classis, 1949, the Synodical Examiners, W.
Groen, Classis Pacific; J. Guichelaat, Classis Pella; and J. Hanenburg,
Classis Sioux Center, after. having examined Mr. Kuipers declared
that they had no objection to Classis declaring that Mr. Kuipers had
filled the requirements of the first step ‘toward the eventual ordination
under the provisions of Article 8. They recommended that arrange-
ments be made for Mr. Kuipers to preach in the churches for a period
of time to be determined by Classis.

3. At the Classis of February 22, 1950 the same Synodical delegates,
having heard the examination, recommended that the brother be de-
clared eligible for a call in the Christian Reformed Church; “provided
he publicly declare to Classis California that he will consider at this
- time only a call to the Zuni Mission post where he is now located.”

Grounds:

1. This matter (of his eventual ofdination) was initiated by the
General Mission Board.
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2. It s for the benefit of the Zuni Mission.

Recommendations: :
1. That although the procedure in this matter is irregular, Synod
approve the action of the Synodical examiners. Grounds:
a. The entire matter of his seeking ordination under Art. 8 was at
the suggestion of the Board of Missions.
'b. The need at Zuni was a dire one.

2. That Synod declare this case must be considered as an excep-
tion. Adopted. ' :

IV. EcuMeNIicity axD IntER-CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE.
A, Materials: ‘
1. Report No. 8 (Supplement 8).
~ 2. Report No. 8-A (Supplement 8-A),
" Both of these reports are from our Standing Committee on Ecumen-
icity and Interchurch Correspondence.

B. Recommendations:

1. That the recommendations of the committee in section IIT of
their initial report (Report No. 8, Agenda, ~page 32, 33) be adopted.
Adopted.

2. That the rccommendatnons of 8-A be adopted
Adopted. ’

3. That the Committee be assured of the appreciation of Synod
for their very effective work. Adopted.

4. That a committee again be appointed. (cf. Art 160, V1.)
Adopted.

ARTICLE 159

The Advisory Commiittee, Publication Matters, (cf. Arts. 100, 102)

Rev. L. Veltkamp reporting, presents the followmg

I. PUBLICATION OF AGENDA.

A. Material: Owerture No. 31.

B. Advice.

1. That we do not accede to the overture of Classis Chicago South
to publish two copies of the Agenda. Grounds:

a.. The time between Synods is too short to warrant this.

b. Many overtures- could not be prepared or be pubhshed if the

time limit was as early as Feb. 1.since many of our Wcstcrn

‘Classes cannot meet until later.
c. Previous attempts to publish two Agendas failed to achieve their

purpose. Adopted.
2. That no study reports to Synod be accepted after March 15 and
that Synod reiterate the decision adopted by the Synod of 1946 anent
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this matter in its reply fo.a. similar overture of Classis Minnesota,
" namely, that no matter be taken up by Synod except it appear in the.
printed Agenda. (Acts 1946, pp. 34, 35). Ground:

a. There is not sufficient time for the delegates to consider the full

import of study reports and overtures that have not appeared
" in the Agenda. Adopted.

3. Your committee advises that the following boards be exception
to the above (2) regulation: Indian and Foreign Missions; Home
Missions ; Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary and the
South American. and Ceylon Committee, since they meet twice per
year, in February and just prior to Synod, and that Synod consider
, their supplementary reports acceptable. .ddopted.

. 4. That Synod remind its Publication Committee and Editors to
cooperate in implementing the decision of Synod, referred to in point
3 of the overture of Chicago South, and open up the columns of our
papers to this material. Adopted.

5. That overtures that come in the way of response or reaction to
matters in the printed agenda and from proposwls of various boards
that meet after March 15, be printed in the issue of The Banner prior
to Synod; and that the reporters of study committees send in their

excerpts along with their reports. Adopted. '

6. That Synod instruct its Stated Clerk to give proper pub]1c1ty to
the above matter in the church papers at a suitable time. Adopted.
7. That Synod instruct the Publication Committee to study the mat-
-ter of printing the Agenda, Acts, Yearbook and other denominational
printing in our own Publishing House and to authorize the Publication
Cominittee to enlarge their plant in order'to do this work, if such ap-
pears feasible. Grounds: .
a. This will expedite and facilitate the publication of the Agenda
on time which is often complicated under the present set-up.
b. Present facilities at the publishing plant are crowded and we
can anticipate increased denominational printing activity com-
mensurate with the expansion in various branches of our church,
such as Calvin College and Seminary Yearbooks, and other
school printing, Back to God Hour material, etc.
¢. The Publication Committee has some $50,000.00 at present on
" reserve for expansion purposes.
d. This expansion can be accomplished without any additional bur-
den on our budget and with eventual saving in our denomina-
tional printing.  Adopted.

ARTICLE 160
Your Advisory Commitiee on Appointinents, Rev. J. Geels reporter,
makes the followmg recommendations:
I. That Synod, in harmony with Art. 100, of the present Synod,
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adopt the following rule -pertaining to the term of membersh1p on
Synodical Boards and of Standing Committees.

Synod. henceforth limits the tenure of office of all members of
Synodical Boards whose appointment is made directly by Synod, to a
maximum of 6 years, whereupon retirement for at least one year shall
be mandatory. Adopted.

II. Synod approve the election of the following members of the

. Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary:

Classis - Members " Alternates
California .....................P. A, Hoekstra.......... C. Veenstra
Chicago North . L Putt e, ....E. Masselink
Chicago South ........., .--G: Hoeksema ..M. Van Dyke

Grand Rapids East ... R. J. Frens... ....C. Huissen
Grand Rapids South................ M. Monsma, ...... -...P. G. Holwerda

* Grand Rapids West............JJ. G. Van Dyke evereeeed . T Holwerda
Hackensack ... H. Bouma ................H. Minnema
"‘Holland ............ e J. T. Hoogstra.............0. Breen

~ Hudson ........ e nnenn s N. J. Monsma..... ....N., Veltman’
Kalamazoo .. .E. B. Pekelder......... ....d. E, Meeter
Minnesota .. . W. Vander Hoven........J. H. Rubingh
Muskegon _....... JE. J. Tanis............... ....M. Goote
Orange City ... eemeeenenen <reBe Bronkema, ... J. Grifficen
Ostfriesland ......... e eeeeenaeaenes H. Zwaanstra ............S, P. Miersma
Pacifie . . JUST W. Groen ... ...J. F. Schuurmann
Pella .o J. Geels ....ocvvrveniiacaeeae

Sioux Center .. .J. G. Vande Lune....B. J, Haan
Wisconsin ........ ..G."J. Rozenboom............ B. T. Haan
Zeeland -......o..oviiooiieeiercneea J. H. Bruinooge.............. H. Verduin

Members at Laxrge
Eastern Distriet — John Hamelsma., Jr. )
Central District - T. Ribbens, John Hekman, H. Holtvluwel J. Van
.Bruggen, B. Staal, J. Den Nooyer.
Mid-West District — J. Vander Ark.
Western District.— H, Elenbaas.

Approved.

ITI. Synod approve the election of the following members of the

'Christian Reformed Board of Missions.

Classis Members Alternotes

California ...._................J. J. Steigenga............ G. J. Boerefyn
Chicago North . ..R. O. De Groot... . Schaver
Chicago South ......... _A. Jabaay ... ....d. Vander Ploeg
Grand Rapids East .......L, Oostendorp .............. F. Handlogten

" Grand Rapids South ................ H. Evenhouse ......c....... B. Essenburg
Grand Rapids West... --...C. Vanden Heuvel
Hackensack .............. SR 0 -....J. -J. Holwerda, Jr.
Holland ....... . . Waleott
Hudson ..... . Boeve
Kalamazoo ... . De Groot

Minnesota ... H Bossenbloek ...... J Roorda
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‘Classis Members Alternates
Muskegon .... cococoeeeeeeveeveeeeee..G. Vander Kooy............ J. C. Scholten
Orange City ... ~d. Cupido ......................]. Masselink
Ostfriesland ..J. Vande Kieft......... S. P. Miersma
Pacific ... o P. De Koekkoek... ...J. C. Verbrugge

- Pella, ... ......D. Grasman ..... :
Sioux Center . .J. Zwaanstra ...........T. C. Van Kooten
WiSConsin —coovvvvoreeciececrecereesens W. Alkema ..... .....R. Evenhuis
Zeeland ....cccoennieneenen D, Drost e H. Exffmeyer
Members at Large:

Dr. R. S. Wierenga, Mr. J. T. Daverman, Prof. E. Y. Monsma.
Dr. R. De Mol, General Alternate.

IV. Synod approve the election of the following members of the
" General Committee for Home Missions:

- Classis Members : Alternates
California ......ccocommemecrecericenecene L. Bouma ._................. H. De Mots
Chicago North ... .H. Baker ......... Kok
.Chicago South ..M. Van Dyke................ B. Van Someren
Grand Rapids East............... E. F. Visser...........c......P. Y. De Jong
Grand Rapids South............... R. Veenstra .......oocceeeeeeees C. Holtrop
Grand Rapids West............... T. Van Eerden............. F. L. Netz
Hackensack H. Dekker ......coooeeeeeene A. Hoekema
Holland ‘ 1. Voskuil ... ...-.G. 8, Kok
Hudson' ... 0. HOItYoD .oooeoececeececcne E. Boeve
Kalamazoo ... . L, Van Laar.......... O. De Groot
Minnesota .......ccccceaneeueeee..... R. AL Rozeboom.............. J. Vanden Hoek
Muskegon ....... ..N. De Vries......ccovvenenee

Orange City -oeooeoicencecee J. Hollebeek ..... .....G. Postma
Ostfriesland .........cooocoveeeeeies H. Petersen ................... I. Meuzelaar
Pacific .. . R J. R. Van Dyke... ....R. Wildschut
Pella ..o eeerede A Mulder............._H. Vander Kam
Sioux Center .. ..J. Van Beek......... ....d. Breuker
Wisconsin ..o tecieccccenea C. M. Schoolland............ W. Meyer
Zeeland. .o M. Bolt .o B. Pekelder

Members at Large Alternates Term

Mr. B. H. Brouwer...............Mr, F. Oldemulders 1949-1952
~Mx. W. Hofstra..... ' ..Mr. B. Smit 19471950

Mr. H. Hoeksema.................Rev. T. Verhulst 1948-1951

V. Synod approve the election of the following Synodical Delegates
for Examination:

Classis - Members : Alternates
California .......cccocoeeeeeee By Tands e, P. A. Hoekstra
Chicago North ... P. Honderd ........cceuceee W. Kok
Chicago South ......ccccorviceeceeeee G. Hoeksema ............. M. Van Dyke
Grand Rapids East...... ..C. Boomsma ... .....C. Huissen

Grand Rapids South.... LA, J. Rus........ .....P. Holwerda
Grand Rapids West.... ..P. Jonker ...... ....J. G. Van Dyke

. Hackensack ......cco... erenenee H. Bouma ...ooooeveeeeeee B. H. Spalink ~
Holland . .o, SO, TR e W. Van Peursem .

Hudson ........ ...N. L. Veltman
Kalamazoo .........cocoeeevreeen L, Van Laar. e C. Oldenburg
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Minnesota ..ococoeiereiiiienens G. Van Laar........... J. Vanden Hoek
MuSKegon ...l pereeeeemcressmcanen J. Kromminga ... ..L. Veltkamy
Orange City ..o J. Cupido ..ococveeeee ..J. Masselink
Ostfriesland ......coooiomccnecnens B. Vanden Brink............ A. A. Koning
ﬁ Pacifie , W. Groen .......coooceoeeeee J. K. Van Baalen
i Pella ........ : Y. GeelS e .
Sioux Center .....ooooveecviivecians -
WISCONSIN coeveeeeaerrenrmessmnanans N, Jansen .....__.... eeriennna C. M. Schoolland
Zeeland ..J. H, Bruinooge............E. Van Halsema

7 1 Adopted.
- V1. Synod approve the following appointments:

1. Synodical Committee: Dr. Y. P. De Jong; Rev. W. Groen; Rev: E.
Van Halsema, Stated Clerk (ex-officio); Alternate, Rev. N. J.
Monsma (Term expires 1952).

2. Stated Clerk: Dr., R. J. Danhof (Term expires 1954); Alternate,
* . Rev. P. G. Holwerda.
3. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. Tony Noordewier; Alternate, Mr. H. J.
ST Voss (Term expires 1952).
( " 4. U. 8. Treasurer for Canada: Mr. George T. Wieland; Alternate, Mr.
L. Kloet (Term expires 1951).
5. Treasurer of Canadian Churches: Mr. J. Vander Vliet.
’ 6. Publication Committee: J. Veenstra; Dr. H. H. Meecter; H. Dehk-
S

e

ema; G. J. Rooks; G. Buist; Rev. P, Holwerda; Rev. C. Boomsma;
Prof. L. Berkhof; Fred Van Kleef. (Cf. Report of Committee on
Publication Matters for specific ruling of 1950 Synod re term of
. office.)
7. Committee for South America and Ceylon:
Recommendation: That the office of Secretary and Treasurer shall
henceforth not be held by the same individual.
Grounds: 1. Rule of Synod that Ministers shall
not. hold the office of treasurer.
2. To combine the office of Secretary
with .that of Treasurer is an un-
‘usual procedure and entails too
much work for one individual.
Personnel: Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden; Rev. P, Jonker; Rev. C. Vanden
Heuvel; Dr. E. Strikwerda; Rev. T. Y{f; Mr. J. De Haan.
8. Committee for Church Help: Rev. J, Breuker; Rev. J. Cupido; Mr.
C. R. Mulder; Mr. S. Elgersma; Rev. N. Beute; Alternate, Rev. P.
Ouwinga. : ’
" 9. Representative American Bible Society: Rev. H. Bouma; Alternate,
Rev. J. P. Smith.
10. Representative British and Foreign Bible Society” Rev. J. Vander
Meer; Alternate, Rev. C. Witt.
. Representative General Commission of Awrmy and Navy Chaploins:
Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft; Alternate, Rev. Harold Dekker.
12. Chaplain Commitiee: Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft; Rev. X. Boeve; Rev.
Harold Dekker. .
\ . 13. Committee on Eeumenicity and Correspondence with Other Churches:
Prof. C. Bouma; Dr. J. T. Hoogstra; Prof. Wm. Rutgers; and the
Stated Clerk (ex officio).
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14,

15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,
25,
26.
21,
28.

,29'

30.
31.

32,
33.
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Historical Committee: Prof. S, Volbeda; Prof. H, J. Van Andel; Dr.
J.. Kromminga; Prof. G. Stob.

Committee Mz'ssion Sunday School Lesson Planning: Rev. H. Ver-
duin; Rev. L. Van Laar; Rev. R. Veenstla Mr. A. Vander Veer;
Miss Katle Gunmnk

Committee Sunday School Lesson Planning: Rev. D. H. Walters;
Rev. J. H. Bratt; Miss Dena Korfker; Dr. L. Greenwzy; Mr. C.
Faber.

Transportation Secretary: Mr. A. H. Andriese.

Committee for Mimeographing Reports and Making Arrangements
for the Next Synod: Mr. H. Voss, Alternate, Prof. E. Y. Monsma,
Committee for Ministers’- Pension and Relief Administration: M.
F. L. Winter; Rev. J. O. Bouwsma; Mx. N. Hendricks; Mr. William
Boer; Rev. B. Van Someren; Alternates: Mr. G. Doornbos; Mr. G. B. -
Tinholt; Rev. W. Reinsma; Mr. B. De Jager; Rev. T, Yff.
Representative Lord's Day Alliance: TRev. C. Van Ens; Alternate,
Dr. O. Holtrop. ‘ :
Representative National Christian Association: Rev. W. Van Rees;
Alternate, Rev. J. Schaver,

Radio Committee — “Back to God Hour”: Rev. D. H. Walters; Rev.
E. B. Pekelder; Rev. H. Baker; Mr. Jacob De Jager; Mr. J. Van’t

" Hof; Mr. P. Damsma; Rev.'J. Ehlers, Rev. Wm. Kok; Mr. L. Beré;

Mr, C. J. Den Dulk; Rev G. Postma; Mr. H. Hoving, : /

Calling Church for the Next Synod: First Christian Reformed
Church, Grand Rapids. ’
Committee for the Publication of Reformed Tracts: Rev. D. H.
Walters; Mr. P. B. Peterson; Rev. N. De Vries; Prof. L. Berkhof;
Mr. G. Dykman; Mr. E. Postma; Rev. E. Boer; R¢v L. Veltkamp
United Youth Committee: Rev. C., Witt; Mrs. C. Bouma; two more
are to be appointed by the A.F.R.Y.W.S. and two by the Y.C.F.*
Committee on Denominational Building: Mr. John Hekman; Mr.
P. D. Bouma; Mr. Herman Baker; Mr. James Ryskamp; Mr. Geo.
F. Wieland.

Committee on *“Catechetical Training” (Educational Committee):
Rev. N. J. Monsma; Rev. H, Dekker; Rev. A. A. Hoekema; Mu.
Sidney Van Til; Dr. W. Rooks; Rev N. H. Beversluls, Mr. S.
Bangma; Mr. B. Breuker.

Canadian Immigration Committee: Rev. P. Hoekstra; Mr. J. Vander
Vliet; Rev. A, Disselkoen; Mr. L. Vande Velde; Rev. J. M. Vande
Kieft. )

Committee for Spiritual Relief in Germany and Hungary: Dr. J.
T. Hoogstra; Rev. T. Verhulst; Dr. J. Kromminga; Mr. A. Naber;
Mr. F. Oldemulders.

Committee for Hugenot Relief: Holland-Zeeland Deacons. Conference.:

Pension Plan for all Unordained Denominational and Classical Mis-
sion Workers: Tony Noordewier; F. L. Winter; N. Van Valkenberg. -

Contact Committee: Dr. C. Bouma and Stated Clerk.

Fraternal Delegate to Assembly of Orthodox Pfresbyte’nan Church:
(Synodical Commlttee pending selection of place)
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Fraternal Delegate to Assembly of Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church: (Synodical Committee pending selection of place.)

Special Advisory and Assisting Budget Committee for Synod of
1951: Mr. G. Wieland; Mr. H. Hoekstra; Mr. M. De Jong; Mr.

) "H. Holtvluwer; Mr. F. L. Winter:

36.

37.

38,

39.
40.

41,

42.

43.
44.

45.

46.

Mz, T. Noordewier.

Committee to Prepare the Form for Erasure of Members by Buptism:
Prof. S. Volbeda; Dr. J. T. Hoogstra; Rev. C. Groot; Prof. E. Y.
Monsma; Rev. T. Verhulst; Rev. O. Breen.

Reformed Missionary Council: Dr. J. C. De Korne; Alternate,
Rev. H. Boer. .

Pension Board of Calvin College and Seminary: Rev. J. Putt and

[ . .

Study Committee on Scope of Home Mission Work: Rev. J. M.
Vande Kieft; Prof. E. Strikwerda; Prof. Geo. Stob; Rev. John A.
Mulder and Rev. Wm. Brink.

Censure of 'Resi_qning Members: Rev., J. Verbrugge; Rev. W, Groen;
Rev. J. Schuurmann; Rev. R, Haan.

Committee to Study Synodical Decisions -on Amusements: Dr., L. .
Greenway; Rev. J. Vander Ploeg; Rev. J. Breuker; Rev. H. J.
Kuiper; Rev. N. J. Monsma; Mr. E. R. Post; Dr. H. Stob; Rev. W. .
Kok; Rev. G. Hoeksema. '

Synodical Representative on Bible Tract League (Former F'atth
and Tract League): Mr. John Keuning.

Board of A‘dministmtion of the N.A.E.: Rev. H. Baker.

Committee for Displaced Persons: Dr. P. Y. De Jong; Rev, J. M.
Vande Kieft; one elder from Neland Ave.; one elder from Dennis
Ave.; one deacon from Alpine Ave.; and one deacon f1om Grandville
Ave . N

Commzttee to Investigate whethe'r Artiéle 70 of the Chivrch Order
should be Removed: Rev. B. Van Someren; Rev. J. Vander Ploeg;
Rev. A. Jabaay; Mr. J. Kuipexr.

.Mission Principles Study -Committee: Rev. John Gritter; Rev. H.

Petroelje; Rev. J. Van Bruggen; Rev. H. Boer; Rev. A. H. Smlt,

Rev. H. Evenhouse; and elder Hero Bratt.

47.

48.

49,

50.

Revising Rules of Procedure for Synod: Rev. M. Monsma; Rev. E.
Van Halsema; Rev. G. Hoeksema.

Delegates to 1951 Convention of N.A.E.: Dr. P. Y. De Jong; Rev.
Geo. Gritter; Rev. J. Geels; Rev. N. Veltman; Richard Postma and
Stated Clerk ex officio.

Liason Man American Home Bible League: Mr, Geo. Vander
Werken,

Committee to Study Propriety of Annuity Bonds: Dr. J. Daane;

" Rev. E. Tanis; Rev. H. De Mots; Mr. T. Werkman; Mr. Ralph Dick.

51.

52.

Committee to Publish Sermons for Reading Services: Rev.J, Schuunr- .
mann; Rev., J. C. Verbiugge; Rev. P, De Koekkoek.

Committee on Particular Synods: Rev. B. J. Haan; Rev. J. Breuker-'
Rev. J. Griffioen; Rev. P. Van Tuinen; Rev G. Van Laar,

-



102 Acrs oF SyNop, 1950

' 53, Committee anent Request from Geref. Kerken; Netherlands re de-
strability of Revising Church Order: Rev. E. B. Pekeldm Rev. L.
Van Laar; Rev. J. Olthoff; Rev. J. Schaver.
54. Committee to Investigate Possibility of Mission Work in Pakistan:
Rev. L. Oostendorp; Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel; Prof. E. Y. Monsma.
55. Delegate to Free Magyar Reformed Church Synod: (Appointed by
Synodical Committee.)

ARTICLE 161

The chairman expresses his appreciation to the brethren of Synod in
the following words:

Fellow Members of Synod of 1950:

After nine days of- strenuous work and constant appllcatlon we have
come to the conclusion of our labors.

Perhaps some of your friends back home considered your journey to
Grand Rapids something of a vacation trip. If any of our delegates them-
selves associated delegation to, and work at Synod with a vacation, I am
sure that you have changed your mind by this time. You have all worked

-hard and long. It was time and effort spent in the Lord’s service. You
do not regret the hours and days which you spent here. May God bless
all our discussions and decisions!

May our decisions regarding our Missionary endéavors be richly
blessed of our God. May the year 1950 mark the beginning of great things
undertaken by us for our God and His Christ in various lands!

May the principles decided upon by this Synod form a firm founda-
tion for strong and beautiful buildings reared to God’s glory and our
welfare.

We are happy that this Synod was favored by the presence of two
delegates from the Gereformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands, Mr. A.
‘Warnaar and Piof. Dr. J. H. Bavinck. We were. also happy to have in
our midst the Rev. B. Kruithof of the Reformed Church of America, the
Rev. J. D. Edgar of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, the Rev. J, H.
Nagy of the Free Magyal Reformed Church, and M1 G. W. Marston
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. ’ :

I would express my sineere thanks to all the members of Synod for
their splendid cooperation in. performing a common task. Thanks especial-
ly to my fellow officers for their constant help and good work. Thanks to
our Vice-Pres.,, Rev. J. Gritter, for his loyal support and helpful aid.
Thanks to our First Clerk, Rev. H. Evenhouse, and the Second Clerk,
Dz, R. Bronkema, for there promptness and accuracy. Thanks to all the
reporters for their yeoman task and splendid work. Thanks to the faculty
members who aided us with their advice. Likewise to Mr. Voss and his
aides in the office. Their good work and promptness we much appreciate.

We have indeed. continued our reputation for maintaining deliberative
assemblies, and there is satisfaction in that, though our animated and
lengthy discussions may have wearied some of us at times.

And now brethren, may God bless you one and all! May He give you
a safe return io your homes and churches, and may He use you all in

+ His blessed service, to His glory, and to the advaneement of His cause
and Kingdom! .
Your humble and willing servant for Christ’s sake,
‘ ‘ MARTIN MONSMA.
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: ARTICLE 162
. The Rev. }. Gritter expresses to the President the following words

.of appreciation:

Mr. President: I am very happy to convey to you the thamnks of the
1950 synod of the Christian Reformed Church for the invaluable con-
tribution you have made to its work. Cheerfully and vigorously you have
borne the heavy load which the election to the presidency' of this body
imposed upon you. Again we have been impressed with your love for
God’s Kingdom, your understanding of church affairs, your gift of leader-
ship, your fairness and good sense. It was a pleasure to work with you
and under your directiom.,

May our God continue to use you abundantly for the pmmotlon of His
blessed cause. Once again we thank you.

" ARTICLE 163

Rev Martin Monsma leads in closing prayer, and Synod \sings
“Praise God from \vhom all blessings flow,” etc. :

Rev. M. Monsma, President

Rev. J. Gritter, Vice-President
Rev. H. Evenhouse, First Clerk
Dr. R. Bronkema, Second Clerk

ATTESTED A TRUE COPY \
DR. R. J. DANHOF, STATED CLERK
944 NELAND AVE., S.E.

GRAND RAPIDS 7, MICHIGAN
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 1
(Arts. 122, 157)

THE AMERICAN. BIBLE SOCIETY

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church

convening June, 1 950 in Grand Rapids, Mich.
EsTEEMED BrETHREN :

N the first floor of the office buddmg of the American Bible
Society you find a large globe. When you press a switch small

‘lights begin to sparkle in .every inhabited part of the world indicated

on the globe and it begins to revolve slowly. Each light indicates the
abode of a nation or tribe in whose language the whole Bible or a

. part has been translated, — 1,056 lights altogether. It is inspiring

to think that every nation and almost every tribe can read God’s
word in its own tongue. .

This translation work has been carried on almost exclusively by
the Bible societies of the leading Christian countries with the help
of many missionaries on, the field. Our American Bible Society has
carried in recent years thc lion share of this work because of the
influence of the war in many other countries. At present the work of
the British and Foreign Bible Society, the oldest in existence, is
also greatly handicapped because of the devaluation of the English,
pound and the industrial struggle. We have taken over its work in
various countries. This holds true also of most of the other Bible
societies, who are handicapped by lack of funds and materials. We
still supply many with -paper, binding material, and even machinery
that they may be able to carry on this work. A meeting of repre-
sentatives of all the Bible societies of the world, held in New York -
during the summer of 1949, was very helpful to plan and coordinate
the work on a world-wide scale. Twenty-five Bible societies were'

represented some .0of them rather small.

At present our society has in process of preparat'xon translatione
in fifteen languages; four have come from the printer; sixteen are in

- the hands of the printer; somie of these are first scripture publications

m that language.

This is all very encouraging. But when the delegates of the forty-
six participating churches met together in the two day session of the

advisory council on November 29 and 30 to discuss the planning and
- execution of the work for the year 1950 we realized that it will be

extremely difficult, almost impossible, to meet the demand for Secrip-

~ tures that come from all over the world. The board in charge of
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the work is limited by the amount of money contributed by the
‘churches and by other donors. If the work planned for 1950 shall
be carried out the churches should contribute more than one million
dollars, and an even larger amount must be received from individuals.

It would be interesting and illuminating if this report could cover
all the fields where our society works and supplies the Scriptures.
But this is impossible. We will try to present a few examples to
show the great need of and desire for the Word of God. v

Japan is an outstanding example of a heathen country with a
tremendous demand for Scriptures. It is a country of seventy million
inhabitants of which about 350,000 are Christians, besides a smaller
number of Roman Catholics. General McArthur has urged our Bible
Society repeatedly to increase the number of Bibles and Testaments.
Since the end of the war more than one million Bibles, two million
New Testaments, and one million other portions of. Scripture have
been sent. At present much of the printing and binding is done in
~ Japan and we supply the material; and so we hope to reach for this
year two million Bibles and parts of it. But the demand continues.
Weekday Bible classes are organized in offices, factories, municipal
buildings, and other places of employment where groups gather at
the luncheon to study the Word of God. How sad it would be if for
lack of money we would have to limit our prmtmd and be unable to
supply the demand.

Let me inject here a word of information about the policy of the
A. B. S. in respect to distributing the Scriptures. The question has
been asked, does the society give them away. The answer is no! All
Scriptures published are priced at cost or just below; and if a person
is able to pay, he pays that price. The A. B. S. makes no profit on
any of its publications, If books are given away free, those who
would receive them would most likely not appreciate the gift. There-
fore the society asks some value in return even if this return would
have no money-value for the society. It is surprizing how many
people in Japan are willing to pay the cost price. But in its emergency
work and where there is need and no ability to pay, Scriptures are
given away freely. During the last four years our Soc1ety has given
away over a half million dollars worth. of Scriptures in more than
forty languages. :

. Let us take a glance at a few more countries. In spite of the civil
war in China and the expulsion of many missionaries, the A. B. S. thru
its native workers has distributed more than one million, three hundred
thousand Bibles and parts of it; and the good work is still carried
on in spite of great difficulties. Before the war we distributed more
than twice this number.
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In the Russian zone of Germany we are able to supply the materials
needed for printing German Scriptures. The Russian masters consider
this useless work and .therefore deprive those engaged in printing and
distributing Scriptures of their rationing cards, but they interfere not
with the work itself. Therefore we do not only send these workers
printing material, but also “Care Packages” with food, that the good
work may go omn.:

It is interesting to look at the work in South America, in these
so-called Roman Catholic countries. Look at Brazil. To the man in
charge of the Bible depot and distribution work we have sent all the

Scriptures he asked for at the beginning of this year. But he greatly

underestimated the demand. They sold more rapidly than we could
print and ship them; and on Bible Sunday there weré no Bibles left

-for. those who desired to buy them. Increased production is the

only remedy.

In our own country there is a tremendous need. Colporteurs are
covering parts of the Southern States where thousands live without
“The Book to live by.” Let us also appreciate the work that is done
in order that “the blind may see and the deaf may hear.” The Scrip-
tures are supplied in Braille or on records for a nominal sum or free
to all those who need them.

It is a cause of great comfort that amidst all the confusion and
strife in this world, and while the spirit of secularization appears to
grow on every side, there is also evident this growing need and
desire for the Word of God. I am happy to report that our church
does its part faithfully in helping to supply this need. I would kindly
ask synod to recommend again the American Bible Society to our

churches for moral and financial support.

Respectiully submitted,
HesseL Bouma
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 2
(Arts. 122, 157) . P

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY

The Synod of the Christian Reformed -Church of 1950,

Dirar BRETHREN:

S your representative to the British and I‘oreign Bible Society,

I tried to obtain information as to the manner wherein I could
serve. Our Stated Clerk informed me concerning the headquarters
of the Society and following this lead T travelled to Toronto where. I
met the Rev. Mr. W. H. Hudspeth, a former missionary who ‘was
well acquamted with the work of the Reformed Churches of the
.Netherlands in Indonesia.

He informed me that the connection between our church and the
British and Foreign Bible Society could be maintained if your repre-
sentative visited the annual meeting and received the annual reports

"of the parent and auxilliary Society. I left 122 Bloor St., Toronto,
with these reports in my possession and present a few of the out-
standing facts of the past year. '

The title of the report: “In Search of Man,” places the emphasis
upon ‘man, as is the trend of our day. This search of man is reviewed

. a8 it is carried on over much of the world today. The impression that
remains quite vivid in the mind is that the cause of the printed Word

~ of God is handicapped in almost every continent. In Eastern Europe

Communism curbs the successful working of Bible distribution; in
the near East, the recent wars between Jews and -Arabs has so
disturbed the moods of men that the work is done¢ in the face of
© difficulties; further East the antipathy for England and America
affects the work of the agents whose books have the names of these
countries on their flyleaf; India and China and other Asiatic countries
are too unsettled and disturbed for effective work by Bible agents,
although there is much especially in China that is encouraging: three
times as many Scriptures were distributed in 1948 as in 1947. Africa
like Asia is visited by Communism which distributes much literature
- especially among ‘the better educated; the racial strife in So. Africa
does not work in the interest of the Gospel. South America is a
field ‘where Rome interferes with the spreading of the BRBible while
the high cost of living and the occurrence of revolutions also hinders
the work of the Bible Society. The Canadian branch of the Society
was able to carry on its work among Indians, Eskimos and new
settlers and make generous contributions for activities in other parts
of the world. !
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Although Communism and Rome on the whole oppose the spread-

ing of the Word of God, the report indicates that in Poland and
Austria the interest in the Gospel is great. Otherwise the work is
almost nil in Spain and in some of the Balkan countries. Some of
the branches in the countries are able to continue because a reorganiza-
tion took place whereby the British and Foreign Bible Socxety with-
drew and the work was taken over by a national orgamzatlon The
power of God is plainly observed in what happens in the. high hills
of Formosa, where in a comparable short time the natives learned
to bow before God. God’s instruments were an old lady and a young
man who told and lived the Gospel. Ethlopla is another of the lands
that gladly receives the Word.

Through the work of the.Society, the Blblc was translated -into -
six new languages; four for Africa, one for India, and one for
Indonesia. ;

The Bible Socxetles of various lands met -in 1948 at Dunblane,
Scotland, and discussed how to do the work most effectively. The
conclusion was that 35,000,000 copies of Scriptures were needed;
only half could be supplied. Thus the task here .too is great and it
should make us humble, when we without concern reach for ‘the
Book and read the Word of God.

When we consider how God has blessed us in our native or adopted

‘land where we have abundance in material and spiritual things;

when we remember our- treasures ‘that are eternal and the freedom
in which we may enjoy them, we should feel inclined to be generous

. so that those 17,500,000 copies also may be printed and the blessed

Gospel be brought to those in darkness or the semi-darkness of the
world today.

In the hope that these lines may serve the cause of the Lord our
God and King, and may I request Synod to recommend this worthy

.cause to the support of our Canadian churches.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev, JorN VANDER MEeER
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 3
, ‘ (Arts. 86, 157)

'THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION BOARD

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
 convening June, 1950, at Grand Rapids, Mich.

Subject to the approval of Classes Hudson and Hackensack
EsTEEMED BRETHREN:

FPYHE Board of the Paterson Hebrew Mission herewith submits
its report of - the activities in the year 1949 for your information
and consideration. ‘

The Paterson Hebrew Mission is under the direct jurisdiction of
+ Classes Hudson and Hackensack, and is conducted by a Board con-
sisting of four members of each of the foregoing Classes.

The Board is constituted the same as the previous years and is as
follows: Rev. H. Bouma, President; Dr. O. Holtrop, Vice Pres.;
Mr. S. E. Greydanus, Secretary; Mr. Richard Meyer, Treasurer;
Rev. E. Boeve; Rev. B. H. Spalink; Mr. J. De Leeuw; and Mr. A.
Atema. B

The Mission workers are the same as the previous year with the
exception that Dr. W. H. Rooks has been appointed as Physician
' ‘together with Dr. Peter G. Berkhout. The Mission workers are:
Rev. John R. Rozendal, Superintendent; Miss Martha Rozendal,
Nurse and full time worker; Miss Wilhelmina Tuit, full time worker ;
Dr. Peter G. Berkhout and Dr.-Wendell H. Rooks, Physicians.

The Mission building at No. 48 North Main Street, Paterson, N. J.
has been sold for $9,000.00 and all activities of the Mission are now
centered and go out from the Mission building at No. 253 Hamilton
Ave., Paterson, N.,].

The Board is exploring the possibility of establishing another mis-
ston in another Jewish center of Paterson or in one of the suburbs
of Paterson in which there is also a large Jewish center. However,
the Board is not ready at this time to give a report or a definite
recommendation.

In connection with the abandonment of the Mission at No. 48
North Main St. the Board found it necessary to purchase a Pontiac
Station Wagon for use in transporting regular attendants of our
Mission that still reside in the vicinity of North Main St. and have
no means of transportation to the Mission at No. 253 Hamilton
Avenue. In connection with this the Auto allowance to Rev. Rozendal
is discontinued, with his approval. Rev. Rozendal has been given the
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privilege of using the car in view of the fact that same is housed in
his garage free of charge.

Included in this report is the Annual Report of the Superintendent,
Rev. John R. Rozendal. Kindly consult that report for the general
activities of the Mission. Also attached is the Annual Report of the
Treasurer, Mr. Richard Meyer and the Proposed Budget for 1951.

Trusting that -this report will give you a general oversight of the

" work and activities of the Paterson Hebrew Mission for the year 1949,

In conclusion the Board herewith expresses its appreciation to
Superintendent, Rev. J. R. Rozendal, the Mission Workers and the
Physicians for their devotion for this important Kingdom work and
for their oft difficult labor that they perform in bringing the Gospel
to .the Jewish people.

May we ask for your continued support — moral and financial —
and above all, your continued prayers. May the Lord bless you in
your deliberation. '

Respectfully submitted,
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board,
S. E. GrevpaNUs, Sec’y.

REPORT or THE PaTErRSoN HEBREW MISSION FOR THE YEAR 1949
To the Synod of the Chr. Ref. Church.

. ESTEEMED BRETHREN AND FATHERS:

We count it a real privilege to be able to give a report of the work
done among the Jewish people of Paterson, N. J. Jewish Evangelism
is thus far only a small part of the large Mission program of our church,
For the last 30 years we have only had two posts whereas the Jews
are found in large numbers in at least 24 of the large cities of our land.
Is it not time that we as a church increase our efforts in behalf of the
Jews? I believe we have a unique message for them. A Jewish family
who moved to Los Angeles, Calif., wrote us that they had visited a
mission or two in that city, but he told us that it was not like our mis-.
,sion in Paterson. In Los Angeles they never asked them where ‘they

- lived and never called on them. In our work we stress personal work.

We visit the Jew in his home and shop and try to leave God’s Word
with him as well as tracts. Modern missions stress the Social 'side of
the work and then mission work becomes nothing more than Social
Service. The Jew does not want to be gained over by these methods.
And therefore the Gospel must be first in the Mission.

We have Gospel meetings on Saturday and Sunday evenings and
also twice a week before each dispensary meeting.  QOur highest at-
tendance at the Gospel meeting was 15 Jews. On December 24 we had
our Christmas service. 41 Jews were present at this service. The
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children under the leadership of Miss W. Tuit favored us with songs,
dialogues and recitations about the birth of Jesus. Many of the parents
of the children were present. 'Members of our local churches worship
with us and favor us with special music. Once a month we have 2
special service at which one of the local churches has charge of the
meeting. The pastor of the church gives the message and members of
his church provide music. The average attendance at these services
this year was 24 Jews at each meeting. In this way the Jewish people
meet our church people and our churches become more directly ac-
quamted with the work. .
On Tuesday afternoon and evening we have our clinic. Dr. P. G.
" Berkhout and Dr. W. L. Rooks have served the mission faithfully in
" the past year. Dr. Berkhout calls on the sick .in their homes also if
- necessary. We stress the fact that this is a service given in the Spirit
of Jesus Christ. Thus it is not mere medical service. One Jewish lady
- told us after she had visited Dr. Rooks in the clinic, “I enjoyed his
ways of trying to help me so much. He talked to me and gave me
courage. People need more than medicine.”

Twice a week our Ladies classes meet. On Monday evening Miss
M. Rozendal, who also is our Clinic Nurse, has a class of 15 Jewish
ladies enrolled and from 10 to 12 attending every week. Also on
Wednesday afternoon Miss Rozendal and Miss W Tuit have a ladies
class with 8 on the roll and 5 attending.

On Monday afternoon and ‘Friday afternoon we have children's
classes. Miss Tuit has 10 Jewish girls in the class. And on Tuesday
evening three high school girls meet for Bible study.

Visits are made regularly to homes and shops. In this way we reach
many. who do not come into the mission.

We would also express our appreciation to the members of our
Board who faithfully administer the affairs of the Mission. They are
always ready to assist us and to provide us with the things we neéd.
A station wagon was purchased to transport those Jewish people who
still live in the North Main St. section where we formerly had our
misston building. ’

" The Jews are a migrating people. Many are moving to Fair Lawn
and to the East Side of Paterson. In time we shall do work in these
sections also.

May the Lord bless Synod in its deliberations and may you pray
much for Israel.

" The following is a report of the total attendance at our meetings
and classes for the year. The figures only include the Jews who are
at these meetmgs
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o No. of Meetings Total Attendance
Saturday Evening Gospel ‘Service...................... 46 o 423
Clinic, Tuesday Afternoon....... ... ... ... 47 203
Ladies’ Class, Monday Evening..... .. 41 © 313
Gospel Service, Sunday Evening ... ... ... 47 256
Clinic, Tuesday Evening. ... ..._............... 47 ’ 226
Social Meetings and Services...... 6 141
Ladies’ Class, Wednesday P.M... .. 42 240
English and Bible Class................ .. 67 . 244
Girls’ Bible Class............ .. 8 ‘ 429
" Boys’ Class .o .. 22 36
Visits to Homes and Shops......... . 1745 : :
Bibles Given Out....................... .. 8
New Testaments Given Out..... .. 60
‘Gospels Given Out................... .. 61
Tracts Distributed .......... ..8151 z
_High Schol Girls’ Class.....coouiiooiioieiie. 10 ‘ 16

We also cooperate with Mr. A. Huisjen in the Parish plan of Jewish
Evangelization. Miss W. Tuit and the undersigned contribute articles
to the Shepherd’s Voice and every month we distribute 400 copies of
this paper through the churches of Paterson to the Jews of this city.
The staff has had many opportunities to speak before societies in the
churches here as well as at M1551or1ary Union meetings. We have been
pr1v1leged to present the cause in some Reformed churches of this city.

" We are living in critical times and today the Jew must have the
Gospel of Jesus Christ if he is to find peace and rest. Today there is a
large number of Jews who are Atheists and free thinkers. They have
Tleft Judaism and are indifferent to Christianity. This group presents a
real challenge to the Christian Church. Let us meet it with Divine help. -

May the Holy Spirit apply the Word to the hearts and lives of the

Jewish people so that many may find rest for their soul.

Respectfully submitted, ,
. Paterson Hebrew Mission
Rev. JouN R. RozeNDAL, Supt.

REPORT OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION BOARD
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1949

: Recelpts ) ‘
Balance Jan. 1, 1049, oo e r$ 5,303.43
Income from General Fund.. ....$12,240.00

Sale of property at # 48 North Mam St ... 897921
Rent o e 270.00
Interest on Bonds..............co .. 250.00
Offerings ....ccooce... 158.83
Gifts ......... et nn e etea e s ren e e e . 21594

Return ‘of Insurance Premium ... 11725 - 2223123 :

Total with Balance................................. e e am e an et en s $27,584.66 '
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Disbursements )
Salaries Net....oooonie. $ 462,19 oo
Withholding Tax ... 896.00.........occceeeeireraaenns $ 7,858.19
D2 OO OO SRS - 1t X 1))
FUEL oot eeesesee e oeeeemmmmeemsis e T 42376
TelePRONE - .ot e 28.44
Light and Water......coo e 205.73
Auto Expense...... w..  300.00
Property TaX......ccoeee.n.. L. 26491
Repairs and Maintenance.. 860.03
Supplies General.. .....oiiiioiiecee. e 206.66
Supplies Medical..._....coonoen......... S P 24,00
MiSCellaneous ..ot e e e e s ens 172,70
' Insurance et eeeeee st eee et tes e et eeeemeeeeeeneees 255.23
AQVeTtiSING oottt 8.40
Expense Office and Bond for Treasurer................ feeeeen 40.23
Expense Bonds and Certificate of Deposit......cc....... .. 12,082.15
Expense Selling Property and Stamps.............. SR 459.90
Expense for Station Wagon and %% year license...... 2,410.00
Total Disbursements. ... e $26,210.33
Balance December 31, 1949 ................................. fmereereeeneeraan $ 1,324.33

Held in Bldg. Fund Account in Bonds and Certificate of Deposit....$14,000.00

Held in Bonds in Reserve Fund... . ... . . $ 5,000.00
‘Total Assets of the Paterson Hebrew Mission, Dec. 31, 1949, .
Cash in BanK. ..ot et eme et aan v s e s et anenen $ 1,324.33
U. S. Government Bonds...... ... 10,000.00
Furniture and Equipment.... ... 2,000.00
‘Certificates 0f DePoSiti it eeetese s en e emenas 9,000.00
Building at # 258 Hamilton Ave.... . 7,000.00
T $29,324.33

Respectfully submitted,
Signed: Richard Meyer, Treasurer.

‘Approved at a meeting of the Board
held January 9, 1950.

AUDITOR’S REPORT
I have examined the books and records of the Paterson Hebrew Mission
and found them-to be correct, and in agreement with the bank records
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 1949,
Signed: Martin C. Kooistra
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Proposed Budget for 1951

Rev. John R. Rozendal, Salary. ..o $ 3,000.00
. Martha Rozendal, Salary.......c oo 2,000.00
Wilhelmina Tuit, Salary.....,........ e 2,000.00
" Dr. Peter G. Berkhout. . - 540.00
Dr. Wendell H. Rooks 360.00
Janitor’s Service..... . . 364.00
$ 8,264.00
Rent, Missionary’s Home. ... - 600.09
Auto Maintenance, including
Insurance and LiCENSE...........ccmremororiccieamennas 300.00
Fuel 450.00
Gas, Light, Water, Telephone 250.00
Supplies for Mission Work.... 400.00
Repairs and Maintenance........ 500.00
Insurance ..o 100.00
Medical Supplies and ExXpenses........oooen. 200.00
MISCEIIANEOUS ..ooeeeioceee e e reeamcc s csmeeasse s crcee e e e acnnmas 150.00
EQUIPMEND et 100.00
. $ 2,150.00
Total Budget. ..ol $11,314.00
Estimated Income
General Fund ... et nerenannsaaraan $10,764.00
Offerings  coeeeveevveeececeireecenn. eeeaner et enmgnnenn s 200.00
Interest on Bonds... . 300.00
Donations ...... eeemetreeteeaseroeeeoeameemeane s et ee e et s meeeaeseoanneeeemamaneen 50.00
$11,314.00

The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board respectfullly request a quota of

35 cents per family for the year 1951.
: Respectfully submitted,

The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board,
S. E. Greydanus, Sec’y

SUPPLEMENT T0 REPORT DATED JANUARY 9, 1950
To the Syhod of the Christian Reformed Church
convening June, 1950, at Grand Rapids, Mich.
Subject to the approval of Classes Hudson and Hackensack.

EsTEEMED BRETHREN: -
In supplement to the report of the Paterson Hebrew Mission Roard
dated January 9, 1950 the following is brought to your attention.

The Board has established a Building Fund during the past year
by taking $5,000.00 from the Reserve Fund and the $9,000.00 re-

- ceived from the sale of the building at 48 North Main Street.

The reason for the establishing of this Building Fund is the pos-
sibility of establishing another mission in another Jewish center of
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Paterson or in one of the suburbs of Paterson in which there is also
a large Jewish Center '

‘This may necessitate the purchasing of an other building in the not-
too distant future. On account of that possibility the Board thought it
best to establish this Building Fund so as to be prepared should the
. opportunity present itself for such action. .

Another reason for establishing this Building Fund is the fact
that we have no home for our Missionary. It is very well possible
. that we may be suddenly confronted with the necessity to provide a

home for-our Mlssmnaly and the Board felt that we should plan for

that.
" Respectfully submitted,

The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board,
S. E. GREYDANUS, Sec’y.

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The Board of the Paterson Hebrew Mission, at its meeting held
Monday, March 6, 1950, has instructed me to express to you the
Board’s, desire that Classes Hackensack send a request fo the 1950
Synod for an expression on the. matter of depositing Denommatlonal
Trunds. -

. It is the Board’s understanding that all reserve funds are to be
invested into Government Bonds because of its safety. However, a
higher rate-of interest can be obtained from local Savings and Loan
Associations and these are also guaranteed by the Government ap to
$5,000.00.

Turthermore some of our own men are on the Board of Dlrectms
of these local Savings and Loan Associations.

On account of the foregoing the Board is desirous to have an ex-
pression from Synod on this matter because-the same conditions may
hold in many ef our centers and thereby .a more desirable investment
could be obtained for all Denommational Funds.

Respectfully submitted, -
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board,
' S. E. GREYDANUS, Sec’y.
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SUPPLEMENT 4 117
- SUPPLEMENT NO. 4
(Arts. 86, 157)

CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION

- ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

HE following served on theé Board of the National Institute last
year (1949): Rev. E. Kooistra, Pres.; Dr. E. Masselink; Vice
Pres.; Rev. J. Betten, Sec’y.; Mr. George Ottenhoff, Treas.; Rev. J. L.
Schaver and Thomas Stob. This year the Rev. Enno Haan succeeds
Rev. J. L. Schaver, who asked not to be placed on nomination for
re-election. Mr. Ottenhoff is now bonded as treasurer of Nathanael
Institute in harmony with Synod’s policy that all treasurers of denomi-
national funds carry bonds. The Board is under the direct supervision

~ of Chicago Classis North.

The Board has conscientiously tried to do the work required of i,
Buildings have been kept in good condition. Needed equipment was
purchased. -Financial matters were carefully handled. The work of
the staff was duly supervised. With the approval of Classis bonuses
of $200.00 each were granted to all full-time staff workers, and a
bonus of $100.00 to the janitor. \

On October 20th the work of the Rev. J. Zandstra, superintendent,
terminated. Rev. Zandstra having accepted the call as denominational
home missionary to Sioux City, Iowa. Shortly afterward Miss Bena

Kok, missionary-nurse, concluded her work at the Nathanael Institute

to become matron and nurse at the Roseland Home for the Aged. The

Board, after expressions of appreciation for their work at the N. 1.

were extended, bade them God’s blessing in their new fields of labor.
Mr. A. Huisjen was appointed acting superintendent pro-tem. Part
time help was engaged to carry on the work. Meanwhile the Board
endeavored to have the vacancies filled more permanently. A call was’
extended to the Rev. John R. Rozendal of the Paterson Hebrew Mis-
sion to become superintendent of Nathanael Institute. After careful
consideration he decided to remain at the Paterson Hebrew Mission.
-On January 16, 1950, Mr. Harry Wieringa, Jr., of Grand Rapids,
Michigan, started full-time work at the N. I. as a temporary relief.
Mr. Wieringa had considerable experience in City Mission work, Mr.
A. Huisjen and Miss Edith Vander Meulen are the only other full-
time workers. Dr. William Yonker continues as part-time clinic physi-
cian. - 4
An ordained man and a missionary-nurse are a dire need at the
present time in order to have a somewhat adequate staff at the Nathanael
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Institute, - Suitable persons for these positions seem to be scarce. We
trust and pray that God will provide the right parties in due time.

The staff has worked faithfully during 1949. Here follows the

weekly schedule of activities: Swundeys — Gospel meeting in the even-
ing; Mondays — medical clinic and personal work with clinic patients;
Young men’s activities; Tuesdays — clinical work, kindergarten, girls
classes; Wednesdays — medical clinic and personal work,. ladies meet-
ings, high school girls classes; Thursdays— kindergarten, doctrinal
classes, young men’s activities; Fridays — medical clinic and personal
work, staff meetings, girls class; Saturdays — Happy hour class. The
minimum attendance at some of these classes is six. The maximum -
at other classes approaches the twenty mark. The number of patients
treated in the clinic is from about 150 to about 200 per month. The
above hardly presents an adequate picture of the work done by the
staff. A large amount of detail work in the office, making purchases,
preparing for classes, is not included.
" Besides his work as acting superintendent, Mr. Huisjen also ‘takes
care of preparing and of obtaining material for the Shepherd’s Voice,
editing and mailing the same, assisted by the co-editors and Mrs.
Karsen, part-time office employee. More and riore copies of the
Shepherd’s Voice are sent out with each issue.

Is the work at the Nathanael Institute bearing fruit? Most 1mportant
of all is that Christ's command is being obeyed in that the Gospel is
being preached also unto the Jews. Those closest to the work are
encouraged also in this that among those whom they work with there
are some who evidence an ever increasing interest in the Gospel.

An outstanding event during the year was the profession of faith
and baptism of a Mrs. Goldstein in the Oak Park Christian Reformed
church. She is an elderly Jewish woman and has been in attendance at
Nathanael Institute for some ten years. May God give her grace to
continue faithful in her Christian profession. To God be all the glory.

With the above report we also present (1) the annual report of the
treasurer, (2) the proposed budget for the year 1951, and (3) the
auditor’s statement, Respectfully submitted,

Josepr BETTEN, Sec'y.

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION

OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
From JYan. 1st, 1949, to Dec. 31st, 1949

’ Receipts

Operating ; _ ’
Balance on hand 1/1/49...... : ceemeeeervenenemereene 1,085,868
Synodical Treasurer _.......ocooiiieaveceeaee $17,560.00
Donations and Collections........coeeirricocnecceeeeeecenen 670.26
Medical Department ...........cicneeaeens 1,700.00  19,930.26

Total Operating Income.......... ' $20,965.89
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Other Receipts

119

Interest on Investments 588.49
Principal Payments on Mmtgages. . 356.51
Withholding of Tax on Employees..........cccocciueennaee. 917.40
Property Tax in Escrow...... 208.20
- A. Huisjen, Car Loan Repayment............ 435.00
.Rev. J. Zandstra, Car Loan Repayment in full 750.00
Savings and Loan Stock Sold.......coomociicieiees 2,000.00
George Ottenhoff Realty Co., Advance to meet
Payrolls ..o 1,375.00
‘Miscellaneous Income, Salary Rebates, ete............. 155.00 o
Mlmstezs Pensnon Fund, a/e¢ Zandstra........cccco.e. 24.50 6,810.70
Total Receipts............ $27,7175.99
Disbursements
Operating :
Salaries ....... SO eemeeemeeemmnesesasaiemsn s .$14,455.48
Huisjen, Rent Expense . 600.00
. Huisjen, Auto Expense . 435.00
Zandstra, Rent Expense .. 47917
Zandstra, Auto Expense........... pemeeemeeeeveoaeeaanas 256.66
Mission Petty Cash . . 833.82
Phone ... . 135.70
Gas and Electrlc .......................... 155.84
Medical Supplies ..ot 575.66
Building Supplies ...ccoeeeeieiin, . 110.20
Cleaning and Repairing..... 596.73
Fuel reeieeencemtenns .. 554.12
Traveling EXPenSe .oieeeceiecereeees e seeeneeeens 1219.19
Printing and Advertising 2,042.34
Insuramce . ! 77.64
Miscellaneous and Class Supplies....o..ccooconinnns. 409.46
Total Operating Disbursements............... 1$21,936.99
Other Disbursements:
Withholding Tax ...... e em e $ 939.00
Ministers’ Pension Fund, Zandstra...... 24.50
Real Estate Tax 204.34
Return of Funds Loaned by George
Ottenhoff Realty Co.....ccouo........... S 1,875.00
Bond to Zandstra S 150.00 2,692.84
Total Disbursements............. $24,629.83 . R
Cash on Hand 12/31/49.. . 3,416.16  27,775.99
CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1951
Pastor’s Salary ...o.cccoerieicmmaiccaecieeaeas : $ 3,000.00
Pastor’8 Remt ..oooocoooeoeeieeie e s e e s 600.00
Pastor’s Auto Expense. . 300.00
Réligious Worker’s Salary.........c.ccceeeeuee 8,000.00-

Religious Worker’s Rent -~ 600.00
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Religious Worker’s Auto Expense .................................. 300.00
- Doector's Salary (Part—tlme) - 2,200.00
Lady Worker's Salary.... 2,200.00
Lady Worker’s Salary 2,200.00
Nurse’s Salary .. 2,200.00
Janitor’s Salary .... 1,850.00
" Gas, Electric and Fuel 800.00
Insurance and License......... 250.00
Repairing and Decorating... e 500.00
Medical’ Supplies, ete............ e 600.00
Traveling and Services.... 400.00
- Supplies and Equipment.... 150.00
Printing and Advertlsmg e 2,000.00
PhONE oot 150.00°
General Office and Class Expense.... 500.00 R
Miscellaneous N . v eaten 150.00
—  $23,950.00
CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION ANNUAL STATEMENT (Contmued)
Agsets
Cash on Hand 12/81/49. .. . b i 8,146.16
Property and Equipment. ... 15,000.00
John Huiner, Mortgage Balance...................... e 1,978.26
Christine Wierenga, Mortgage Balance.............ocooeceee, 2,550.00
U. S. Government Bonds . . OO 18,000.00
A. Huisjen, Auto Loan Balance...............ccoovmmmeiieecive e 85.00

) Total.. ..o e e $40,759.42
: January 10, 1950 .
© Board of the Jewish Missions '
Christian Reformed Church
Chicago, Illinois
Dear Brethren:
At your ‘request, I have examined the books and records of- your
Treasurer, George Ottenhoff, and found them in excellent condition.
“The total reccipts for the year amounted to $26,740.36 and. the dis-
bursements $24,629.83, and the cash balance on hand December 31,
1949 amounts to $3,146 16. o
’ Respectfully submitted, ‘
TroMAS J. STOB
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 5
(Art. 157) '

' LORD’S DAY ALLIANCE

To the Synod of 1950.

- Grand Rapids, Mickigan.

EsTEEMED BRETHREN: .
HE work of the Lord’s Day Allidnce continues to move forward.
Under the able and vigilant leadership of our General Secretary, Dr.

Harry L. Bowlby, the cause of the Lord’s Day Alliance is represented
in state assembly halls, excutive mansions, and in the court rooms of

‘the land., Several significant victories have been gained this past year

in behalf of “the preservation and extension of the first day of the
week as a time set apart for rest, worship, religious education and the
service of God.”

In a recent editorial Dr. Bowlby writes as follows, “Three-score
years ‘and one have been recorded of the service this Alliance has
rendered for the preservation, protection and defense of the Christian
Sabbath. It has done more than that. It bas met the enemies of this
great institution on the field of battle with vigorous aggressiveness and
in innumerable places have hurled forces of unrighteousness out of
the sacred day of the week.- One of the major denominations years ago
declared that “the battle ground of the churches is on the field of. the
Christian Sabbath.” Tt is not only true but it 'is also a fact that the
Lord’s Day Alliance is the only organization in the United ‘States that
is giving its entire time to the doing of this one thing, namely to
exert every effort, bend every energy toward Saving Our Sabbath. The
day has come and the hour has struck when more attention followed
by heroic action, must be given the cause of the Lord’s Day and what
once was so well known as the American Sunday.”

In his report to the Executive Committee given on February 27,
1950, our General Secretary gives us a vivid picture of the battle that
is ours. “The 15 billion booze bill with its Sunday appendages, the
powerful movie and sports organizations, plus 50 percent or more of
Church members indifferent to their obligations, make no small con-
tribution to the dark and decidedly dangerous situation, all of which
so far as the Sabbath Cause is concerned, adds up to the need of greatly
increased and definitely expanded, service. What better time for this
than now? What an opportunity our Churches have if they will rise
to the occasion and face the facts, then act. What greater missionary
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challenge than this do we have? Communist Russia with her cold
war has frozen our foreign missionary enterprize in China and is
1ap1d1v and successfully infiltrating her godless 1deology and dictator-
ship in many countries of Eastern Europe as well as in India, Korea
and Asia generally. Why not then get tremendously ‘busy to Save Our
Sabbath here at home that we might in consequence make Secure Our
Sanctuaries.”

Since sufficitent funds are in hand, an assistant secretary has been
appointed. He is presently considering this call. One of our own
ministers was considered in this connection.  The Executive Board is
determined to expand our efforts in behalf of this great and glorious
cause. ‘ '

The Board is cognizant of the splendid support our Churches con-
tinue to give in behalf of the I.ord’s Day Alliance. The contributions
of our Churches for this year exceeded the gifts of the year 1948 by a
few hundred dollars. For this we praise God.

We are confident that Synod will continue to recommend thzs worthy
cause to our churches.
' Respectfully submitted,

CrLarence Van Exs
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 6
(Arts. 86, 157)

REPORT OF TREASURER — GENERAL FUND
JEWISH MISSIONS

262 North 7th St
Paterson 2, N. J
March 10, 1950

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church

convening in June, 1950. .
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: ‘

T is always a pleasure when a treasurer can report that his fund his

in good condition. That pleasure is ours regarding the General Fund

for Jewish Missions. The quota set by Synod for the year 1949 was
seventy-five cents ($0.75) per family; we actually received an average
of a little more than eighty-three cents ($0.83) per family during
1949. In addition we had an income of $1,120.21 from Missionary
Unions, Societies, individuals, and interest.

© For these gifts for the cause of Mission Work among the Jews in
Chicdago and Paterson we give hearty thanks-—to the Author and
Giver of all good gifts first of all, but also-to our people for their con-
tinued faithfulness and prayers for this cause.

Three classes fell below the per family quota contribution as set by
Synod, but one of these (Classis Ostfriesland) sent in a check after
my books were closed, which if counted in would lift their per family
contribution exactly to the quota set. California again took the lead
with a per family contribution of slighily’ more than $1.03; while
Pacific ran a very close second likewise w1th a slight lesser’ fractmn
over $1 03 per famdy

The usual bookings, acknowledgements, expressions of apprecia-
tion, and requests for contimied prayerful support were sent to all
donors. Monthly disbursements were sent to the treasurers of the
Paterson Hebrew Mission and the Chicago Jewish Mission, except in
the month of February when the funds are very low. In January,
however, each treasurer usually receives an extra large check, since
receipts are very high during December and the first half of January.
All receipts are passed on to these treasurers according to the propor-
tion set by Synod (See Acts 1948, p. 56), namely, sixty percent to
the Chicago ]ew1sh Mission and forty percent to the Paterson Hebrew
Mission. Only a few hundred dollars are carried in the bank balance
from month to month.

7
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~ Once more we extend our cordial gratitude for the gifts of the past
- for this worthy work of the Lord; we urge the continuance of this
stewardship. God’s Word assures us that when we are busy in’ good
works for Him, He will make all grace abound unto us, that’ we,
“having all sufficiency in eve1ythmg, may abound unto every good
work.” (2 Cor. 9:7, 8.) :

Kindly remember that the quota for the year 1950 is agam seventy-,
five cents ($0.75) per family.

Humbly submitted,

Christian Reformed Jewish Missions
Orex Hownrtror, Treasurer |

REPORT OF THE TREASURER — GENERAL FUND

JEWISH MISSIONS

T No. of Full Amount More or less Rec’'d per
Classis Families Quota " Received than Quota Family
California .......... 1,432 § 1,074.00 $ 1,479.24 § 405.24 more $1.033
Chicago North.. 1,991 1,493.26 1,617.11 123.86 more 812
Chicago ‘South.. 2,187 1,640.25 1,864.34 224.09 more 852
Grand Rapids ,
East ... 3,178 2,383.50 2,270.59 112,91 less 714
Grand Rapids
South ............ 3,130 - 2,347.50 2,744.68 297.13 more 876"
* Grand Rapids . ) :
 West ... 1,758 1,318.50 1,545.67 227.17 more 87
Hackensack ... 906 679.50  738.39 58.79 more .816
Holland ............ 2,453 1,889.75 1,895.57 5%.82 more 172
. Hudson ...... 1,688  1,266.00  1,285.37 19.37 more 161
Kalamazoo ...... 1,396 1,047.00 - 1,145.87 98.87 more .82
Minnesgota ........ 1,485 1,118.75 1,204.05 90.30 more 810
Muskegon .......... 2,422 1,816.50 2,072.56 256.06 more .855
Orange City ... 1,099 . 824.25 999.52 175.27 more 909
Ostfriesland 728 , 546.00 337.79 208.21 less 464 -
Pacific .......... 1,881 1,410.75 1,939.71 528.96 more  1.03
Pella ................. 1,614 1,210.50 1,495.83 285.33 more 926
. Sioux Center .... 1,535 1,151.25 1,487.36- 336.11 more .968
‘Wisconsin _....... 959 719,25 654.27 64.98 less .682
Zeeland .............. 2,038 © 1,528.50  1,798.58  270.07 more 382
Totals ......ccocooee. 33,880 $25,410.00 $28,576.44 3,166.44 more 834 Avg.
The quota for 1949 was $0.75 per family.
Total receipts from Classes. ... $28,576.44
From Miss. Unions, Societies, Individuals....... 852.71
~ From Interest (U. S. Bonds & Legacy Loan)... 267.50
Balance in Bank Jan. 16, 1949, ... 884.03
Total of all Reeeipts plus Balance.................... $30,080.68
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D1sbursements :
To Chicago Jewish Mlssxon ........................................ $17,580.00
To Paterson Hebrew Mission... ... e e = 11,720.00
Gratuity ... ! : 100.00

Bond and Box 11:10
Balance in Bank at close of business, Jan, 16, 1950  669.58

Total Disbursements plus Ralance.................. . $30,080.68
In Reserve: ' :
Johanna Woltman Legacy™......ooooooeoeeiieeie e $ 7 500.00
U. S. Government Bonds .
Accruéd Interest on F Bonds...................... ereeeeeannen . 652.00
Total Reserve ................................... AUCTRO o $23,252.00

* This legacy 1s in the form of a Certificate for $500.00 from the Grand Rapids Savings
& Loan Company.

THE QUOTA FOR 1950 IS $0.75 PER FAMILY AGAIN.

‘March 10, 1950.
Examined and found correct, covelmg peviod from January 16 1949,
to January 16, 1950.
Was signed: JOoHN ZUIDEMA
Ricuarp KUIPHOFF, JRr.

Respectfully submitted,

Christian Reformed Jewish Missions,
OREN HoLTROP, Treasurer.



126 Acts oF Sy~op, 1950

' SUPPLEMENT NO. 7
(Arts. 61, 122)

COMMITTEE FOR GERMAN AND HUNGARIAN'
SPIRITUAL RELIEF

To the Synod of 1950.
ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

THE Committee for German and Hungarian Spiritual Relief here-

with submits to your honorable body a statement of activities
carried on in the past year.

Consistent with the action initiated by the previous committee, your
committee has continued the financial support of theological students
Baarlink and Voogd. These students hail from the Graafschap-
Bentheim-Ostiriesland area, Germany, and are at present enrolled in
the theological school at Kampen, Netherlands. Another student for
whom your committee had originally accepted responsibility, is no
longer subsidized by your committee since we learned he no longer is in
financial need. Mr. A. Naber, a member of the commiitee, while on
a visit to Germany this past year, made personal contact with. students
Baarlink and Voogd and was favorably impressed. The work of these.
students is gratifying. Since student Voogd will complete his worlk at
Kampen this summer, your committee will have only one student to
support. However, your committee is minded to continue support of
other worthy ministerial aspirants from Germany, whenever such are
brought to our attention.

Your committee has also made inquiry about the possibility of
getting theological students from Hungary, particularly from Saros-
potok and Budapest, to enroll as' graduate students at our Calvin
Seminary. The State Department has assured us that this may be
done and our seminary faculty has indicated every willingness to en-
roll such students, -if and when they arrive. However, for the present,
it seems as if we cannot be of much assistance on this score, since
these students are finding it exceedingly difficult to gain permission
irom the authorities to leave their homeland.

Since the Barthian views and.conception of theology are gaining mo-
mentum, even in conservative circles in Germany, the pastors of the
Alt-Reformierte Kercken in the Graafschap-Bentheim-Ostfriesland
area, respectfully requested sets of Barth’s Dogmatics, in order to re-
main properly informed about the position of Barth and thus be better

¢+ able to defend “the faith once delivered.” Accordingly, your committec
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was led to send two sets of the desired “Dogmatics” to the brethrea -
in Germany. These have been gratefully acknowledged by them and
are now being circulated among them.

We have also sent them books of Dr. C. Van Til, donated to our
committee by the author, to assist our brethren in an appraisal of

~ Barthianism. Such gifts are necessary since our brethren cannot pur-

chase books from foreign countries.

Since the theological libraries of seminaries in Hungary have suffered
serious losses in recent years, your committee is giving consideration
to the matter of re-stocking such libraries with works-of positive Re-
formed character. At present we are investigating what works would
be desired by the brethren there so as to avoid unnecessary duplication
and as soon as we have assurance that our contributions can be re- .
ceived by them, we hope to forward a shipment (s) of theological works
to them. We are convinced that this can do much to bolster and
perpetuate the Reformed witness in Hungary. .

Your committee desires to inform Synod, that it has taken the
liberty to send some twelve copies of Dr. J. Kromminga's recent
book “The Christian Reformed Church,” to representatives of the Re-
formed faith in Geérmany, Hungary, Japan, Korea, Austrailia, and.
Ceylon.

We have done so, because it is our conviction that this book can -
render invaluable service in acquainting other groups of Reformed
persuasion with the history and doctrinal tenets of our church. We
trust Synod will conicur in this action.

The plight of our brethren in Emden, Germany, was again brought
to the attention of your committee. The cause of the Reformed faith
is being serjously handicapped in this locality, since the brethren here

_are without a church home. Their former church building was com-
_ pletely demolished in the recent war. Accordingly, your committee

sent the sum of $2,000.00 to the brethren there, for the erection of a
new church home. Your committee also appealed to the brethren of
our own Classis Ostfriesland to make some special contribution for this
same cause. To this appeal Classis Ostfriesland gave a very hearty and

" willing response. They decided to raise the amount of $2,000.00 from

their constitivency and forward the same to the congregation of Emden.
For this action they arc to be commended. Considering the present
rate of exchange, this combined amount will have the equivalent of
about twenty thousand marks and will help very materially toward
realizing a church building of their own.

The treasurer. of your committee, Mr. Fred Oldemulders, has pre-
pared a brief financial statement which we here include for the in-
formation of Synod.
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RECEIPTS

Received from Former Treasurer, H. Van Dyk $4,516.08

Received from the Churches to March 15, 1950t 3,663.18
"Total Receipts U PR $8,179.26
DISBURSEMENTS ‘ '

Two sets of Barth’s Dogmatics for the Ministers in the Alt Refor-
 mierte Kirchen, Germany......coomncncn. — SR $ 93.46
Postage - and SupPlies.. .. .o eerme e ceeecne e ce s eeee e e e 3.35

. To the Congregation of Emden, Germany, for the erection of. a
new Churech Building ..ot 2,002.80

Tuition for Students Baarlink and Voogd, now studying at ’ :

Kampen .. et e e 470.60
Traveling EXpenses .......cooooocioa N 61.41
Total EXPENSES........coororeorees oo e $2,621.62

L Y R T OO $8,179.26

Total Disbursements ............ et eeen 2,621.62

Balance on hand March 10, 1950........§5,557.64

Since we do not know what opportunities for service will open up
in the coming year, and therefore cannot anticipate our disbursements

- with any degree of certainty, your committee respectfully requests of
- Synod the privilege to appeal to the churches for a ‘free-will offering,

if and when needed.

Your committee has deemed it a privilege to be of some service to
Synod in the matter of ministering spiritual rehef to brethren of the
faith in Germany and ‘Hungary.

Respectfully submitted,
‘ J. T. HooasTrA, President
Treo. VERHULST, Secretary
F. OvpemULDERS, Treasurer
J. H. KroMmMINGA
A. NABER.
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 7-A
- (Arts. 61, 122) -

GERMAN AND HUNGARIAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF

To the Synod of 1930.
EsTEEMED BRETHREN :

OUR Committee desires to bring the following to the attention

- of Synod. The Committee for German Spiritual Relief was called
into being by Synod of 1947. (Ci. Art. 69, VB., Acts of Synod, 1947).
The appointment of this committee was occasmned by an overture sub-
mitted to the Synod of 1947 by the Consistory of the Des Plaines
Christian Reformed Church and Classis Chicago North, calling atten-
tion to the plight of our Reformed brethren in Germany and urging
Synod to inaugurate a spiritual relief ministry in their behalf.

The Synod of 1948 enlarged the scope of the German Spiritual Re-
lief Committee to include also a spiritual relief ministry for the Re-
formed brethren in Hungary. (Cf. Art. 133, 33; p. 96, Acts of Synod; °
1948). Both the Synods of 1947 and 1948 were led to take such action .
because of a state of need existing among our brethren in Germany
and Hungary at that time, and because Synod saw possibilities of ef-
fecting a relief ministry calculated to meet the Spll‘ltudl need of these.
brethren.

. Your present Committee at its meeting held May 11, 1950, decided

" the following:

- A. To acquaint Synod with the fact that the state of emergency in
Germany, which occasioned the appointment of the German Spiritual |
Relief Committee by Synod of 1947, no longer exists. 'Also that doors
of opportunity for any effective spiritual relief ministry for our breth-
ren in Hungary, for the present seemed to be closed. There is a possi-
bility that we can serve the Reformed cause in Hungary by supply-
ng theological books. This is being investigated.

B. To present to Synod the following alternate proposals —

1. To suspend operations until new emergencies arise, or new doors
of opportunity are opened unto us.- It is understood that the present
committee remain intact and that p1 esent agreements and commitments
continue in force.

2. To change the name of the Committee and broaden its scope so,
as to make possible a spiritual relief ministry to Reformed groups any-

~-where. (For example, your Committee sees possibilities right now of

giving assistance to the Reformed Church in Japan and in korea by
way of theological books and teaching personnel.)
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C. To inform Synod that the Commlttees plefmence is for pro-
posal B, No. 1, above. Grounds: ™" S .
1. The present Committec ‘Was caliéd into being to servé because
of an emecrgency in Germany and Hungary. When the emer-
gency ‘closes or opportunities for service are non-existent, ‘then
such a committee should cease to function. -
2. The present funds were contributed by our people spcc1ﬁca]ly to
help the necedy brethren in Germany and Hungary.

3..1f Sy nod desires: to go into the direction suggested in p1oposa1

B, No 2, ex1st1ng Synod:cal committees could be nmndated to do so.
;o - Respectfully. submltted
: J. T. Hooastra, President
TaEo. \7]:L\IIUIST Sccretary
'IF. OLDEMULDERS .

S o J. H. :KROM\.‘[I\*GA
o : SR A NABER.
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 8
(Art. 158)

- COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICITY AND INTER- CHURCH

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church,
required to convene June 14, 1950, Grand Rapids; Mich.

ESTEEMED BRETHREN AND FATHERS:

OUR committee will report on: 1. A mandate given to us by the
Synod of 1949; II. Correspondence; III. Recommendations.

I. Mandate

Your committee has réceived only one special mandate of the Synod
of 1949 (cf. Acts of Synod, 1949, Art. 108 1., pp. 58ff.).

Synod of 1949 received a letter from the Reformed. Plesbylerlan
Church requesting Synod’s “endorsement of the undenominational ef-
fort to secure the inclusion in the Preamble of the Constitution of the
United States, after the phrase “We the people of the United States’,
these words: ‘devoutly recognizing the authority and Law of _Tesus
Christ, the Saviour and King of nations’ ” (p. 58).

Synod recognized two questions, a formal and 2 material. The
formal question amounts to this: In interchurch correspondence shall
Synod entertain requests that are characteristic of a given denomina-

tion? In this case specifically, one of the earmarks of the Reformed

Presbyterial Church is the insistence of such an inclusion in the Con-
stitution as mandatory according to the Word of God. Is it not love’s
labor lost to investigate denominational peculiarities? Should corre-
sponding churches not confine themselves to the field of agreements? -

Since this formal question takes precedence over the material ques-
tion your committee faced it first of all. There are three things that
enter into consideration. First, denominational differences are not
merely periphery doctrines for the denomination “concerned. They
arise from a conviction that such differences are of sufficient moment
to warrant a separate denominational existence. These differences have
deeper roots than a surface acquaintance reveals. Secondly, we have
adopted definite principles of Church Correspondence (cf. Supplement
21, pp. 330-367 in Acts of Synod, 1944). Upon the strength of these
prlnc1ples we have indicated to the churches in our official correspond-
ence that the purpose of interchurch correspondence is: “3. Bringing to
each other’s attention our spiritual and ecclesiastical problems, together
with our attempts at their spiritual sclution; and offering each help
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upon request therefor” (Acts of Synod, 1947, p. 215). Thirdly, the
time may come that our own.church may dec1de o send.a request’ to
others that may' be pecilliar to our own denomination. Then we too
“would plead for the liberty to do so in the interest of revealed truth.

Consegquently your commiitee is of the opinion that we should receive
this and similar requests, and that Synod itself should decide whether
or no‘such requests are worthy of consideration. Each 1equest must be
decided upon its own merits.

The second part of this mandate is the material aspect of this request,
whether or no we should include the name of Christ in the Preamble of
. the Constitution. .
Your committee feels very strongly that this is a qucstwn Worthy of
- much study Perhaps some work has been done in this field in the
" past. It is a very important questlon for each Christian to know how
Christ should be recognized in our national life. We wish to report
-to Synod as a matter of information that a committee is busy with this
problem and, according to the two year rule for study committees,
will most likely report next year.

- II. Correspondence
Three letters have reached your committee pertaining to ecumenicity
and interchurch correspondence.

The first letter comes from Japan. Although addressed to cur com-
mittee it is intended for Synod.

“ESTEEMED BRETHREN IN THE Lorp:

41t is my prayer that the grace of God may abound upon your church.

“I thank God greatly for that owing to God’s grace and the encourage-
ment by the American brethren of the Reformed Faith the Reformed

" Church in Japan has been growing steadily during its short existence.
Especially the friendship and help which your Church has shown to my’
.Church can, never be forgotten. Your kind gift packages are expected to
arrive shortly. And then I thank you most healjtily for your contribution
of a large amount of money whick is needed in order to erect in Tokyo the-
Morimotochoe Church, of which I am the pastor. May I ask you to know
then that, the coming Fifth General Assembly of our Church is to be con-
vened in October of 1950 in Tokyo at this Morimotocho Church, which is
expected to have erected its edifice by that time?

“In view of those facts, it is my- eaimest desire that I may welcome 'a
fraternal delegate of your Church sent to the coming General Assembly of
our Church. It should be my great pleasure and believe it is of great
intrinsic significance for the Kingdom of God, if your Church comply with
our invitation on this occasion, we may have our friendship deepened, and
have a profitable discussion on the matter of propagation and growth of
the pure Reformed Christianity in Japan for the present and future
generations.

. “Cordially yours in Chzist,

' (Signed) TaXA0KU TOKIWA,

Stated Clerk of the Reformed Church
in Japan.”
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In appraising this letter we must remember that the Reformed Church
in Japan is secking a Reformed solution to the many post-war and
new Church problems, and invites us to share with them the solutions. .

From another semt-official letter we discover that our relationship teo

this church is unique. Other denominations there have received help
from United States Japanese missions. “But, if T understand correct-
Iy, the help from your Church is that from a correspondent Church
with an ecumenical interest, and this is such a sort of thing as has
never been seen in Japan. I think it is an event of great significance

- in the history of Protestant Church in Japan.” The seiting of this

invitation, therefore, is that of mutnal assistance as found in our
idedls of interchurch-ecumenical correspondence.

" Your commitiee realizes that.Synod in all humility feels honored to
receive such a ‘request. This invitation 15 of historical moment for our
Church also.

~ In advising your body we wish to remam true to our church’s
ecumenical vision in the world’s global encircling’ gloom. We wish to
count the cost and to be relatively certain of fruits for such expendi-
tures. There is also the language barrier although Japan is becoming
mcreasingly bilinqual.. There is no doubt a great opportunity of service.
Since this invitation came sho1tly before our report had to go to
press, we are only able to apprize Synod of this invitation and -op-
portumty, and will submit a recommendation to your body when in
session.

The sccond letter comes to us from the I‘rec Magyar Reformed
Church in America. This letter was sent to our Stated Clerk.

“DEAR DR. DANHOF:

“Out of the deliberations and resolutions of the syncdical meeting -of
the Free Magyar Reformed Church, held as McKeesport, Pa., on Novem-
ber 1, 1949, the following ones may be of interest to you and to the Chris-
tian Reformed Church:

“The part of the Archdean’s Annual Report dealing with relationship
with the Christian Reformed Church was received with approval, and he
was authorized to continue fo serve as a connecting link between the two
Churches. .

“Any representative of the Christian Reformed Church is welecome at
any synodical meetings of the Free Magyar Reformed Chuirch. It must
be stated though that our meetings are still conducted in the Hungarian
language.

“A vote of thanks and deep appreciation was accorded to the Christian
Refmmed Chureh for

“allowing her Dr. Clarence Bouma.-to serve as a representative of the
Free Magyar Reformed Church and indirectly also as a representative
of. Magyar Calvinism at the Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam, a fact
greatly appreciated by Calvinist circles in Hungary also;

“her resettlement work undertaken on behalf of displaced Hungarian -

Calvinist families.
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“One of the momentous problems before the meeting was the question of
. union with the Magyar Synod of the Evangelical and Refozmed Church
within the framework of the United Church of Christ.

“Although Synod reiterated its stand for union among the seveval groups
of Hungarian Reformed Christians in the land, it did not think that union -
with but one of the existing groups would justify the giving up of the
separate existence of the Free Magyar Reformed Church. Any decisive
action, therefore, for union must wait for the possibility of a more inclusive

" solution to the Hungarian problem.

“Whenever the possibility of such a solution offers itself, the historical
creedal position, the essentials of the ancient form of government of the
Free Magyar Reformed Church must be maintained and will have to be
shared by the other groups, and enough freedom of action for an unham-
pered development along ancestral lines will have to be fully guaranteed
within the framework of any church in which Hungarian Reformed unity
may be reéstablished. ,

“While being slow in steps leading to union, the Free Magyar Reformed
Church wishes to be the first one in willingness to cooperate with any and
all the existing Hungarian groups in any plan or project that may pro-
mote the cause of Calvinism and the spiritual, social, material welfare of
our people in America or anywhere else on earth.

“To implement this resolution steps have been taken to facilitate the
resettlement of our brethren in the faith and also to initiate a program of
rendering spiritual care to brethren already scattered all over the globe.

“Dear Dr. Danhof, please regard this letter as a full acceptance of the
proposition contained in your letter of October 22, 1947.

“The Brethren in the Christian Reformed Church will have to vealize
that while we appreciate their interest in us and in Magyar Calvinism in’
general as a special gift of God, we also feel that we have a mission from
the Lord to bring the children of our faith in America together, — on the
basis of our ancestral faith. We may have to lose our ecclesiastical sepa-
rateness in the process, but I assure you and all the Brethren in the
Christian Reformed Church that our loss of a separate church body will
have to be the gain of Christ through wider acceptance of Calvinism. In
case the other Hungarian groups were reluctant to pay the price, we shall
feel ourselves free to choose our own course. In the meantime we wish to
remain in as'close of a relationship with you as possible. Your forthright
stand for Calvinism is a source of strength and inspiration for us.

“Adding to the above the greetings and good wishes of the season, I

remain very sincerely yours, (Signed) CHARLES VINCZE, Archdean.”

Our reactions to this letter are embodied in our recommendations to
Synod (cf. ITI. C. below). It may serve the purpose of clarification
if we remind Synod that the Free Magyar Reformed Church’ has
never officially indicated its acceptance of our adopted principles of
"correspondence of 1944, and in our official letter of 1947. This com-
munication of Dr. Chas. Vincze is the official acceptance. Secondly,
the Hungarian immigrants did not maintain one distinctive Hungarian
denomination. Racially the kinship 1s strong. No doubt the influence
of merging with other denominations is being felt. The IFree Magyar
Reformed Church, a distinctive and independent Reformed d¢n9111i11:1~
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tion, does not wish to maintain a separate existence except when dé-
manded of them by their Calvinistic faith. ~Consequently it would not
seek a union if such would require surrender of its convictions.

* The third communication is an official anthouncement of the coming
Fcumenical Synod required 1o convene in Edinburgh, Scotland, D.V.,
1953. Our Synod must consider the matter of .appointments to this
Ecumenical Synod (cf. IIL. D.).

: 111, Recommendations
A. Re Requests or CORRESPONDING CHURCHES TO OUR SYNOD

1. Synod decide that all requests of corresponding churches should
be received and that Synod 'itself should determine whlch reques:s
are worthy of consideration.

2. Since Synod of 1949 has already decided (Acts, p. 58) that the
request of the Presbyterian Reformed Church is of great importance,
Synod receive as information that its committee will study the request
and report to the Synod of 1951. ‘
B. Re Reguest oF THE ReEFORMED CHURCH IN JAPAN

1. Your committee recommends Synod to receive this request as
information with the understanding that your committee will come
with a definite recommendation while Synod is in session.

C. Re CoMMUNICATION oF THE FREE MaGvarR Reroryep CHURCH

1. Synod receive as information that Dr. Chas. Vincze is the connect-
ing link between the two churches, the gratitude of said Church in
permitting Dr. C. Bouma to represent it at the Ecumenical Synod, and

for our interest in the Resettlement of Hungarian Calvintsts.

2. Synod is pleased to receive as information the acceptance of the
Free Magyar Reformed Church of our invitation to be a corresponding
Church.

3. Synod takes grateful cognizance of the fact that thé I'ree Magyar
Reformed Church has cons1stently opposed deflections from the Re-
formed Faith, and that no union will be consummated except on a

- Calvinistic basis. Synod so inform the Free Magyar Reformed Church.

. We recommend Synod. that although the Magyar assemblies are
carrled on in the Hungarian language, a delegate be appointed to brmg
our greetings to said church’s next general assembly.

(We wish to inform Synod that our Stated Clerk was authorized to
send the Free Magyar Reformed Church an invitation to attend our
Synod.)

D. Re Ecumenicar Svynop oF 1953

1. We recommend Synod to take official notice of the :n_ext meer-
ing of the Ecumenical Synod in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1953, and

<
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that Synod.decide to delegate a theological professor, an elder, and -
a minister at a synodical gathering no later than 1952.

'lhankmg Synod for the henor and the pnvﬂege of labormg for
Synod in our Reformed Fcumenical world, and wishing your revereml
body the gmd:mce of the Holy Spirit, we are your

- CoumMITTEE ON ECUMENICITY A\!D INTI‘RCHURCII
CORRESPONDENCE,
Pror. C. Bouma, Preszdent
Dr. J..T. HooGsTra, Secretary
Dr. R. J. DaNnor
Pror. W. RuTcERs
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 8-A
(Art. 158)

ECUMENICITY AND INTER-CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE

EsrreMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN:

OUR committee begs leave to report on a matter-fluid at the time

of ‘our report, and on matters that have come to our attention
within the last few weeks

Invitation of the Reformed Church in Japan

Our report in the Agenda no doubt reveals our eagerness to advise
Synod to accept the invitation of the Reformed Church in Japan to
send a delegate to its Fifth Annual General Assembly, We felt, how-
ever, our responsibility to investigate further before doing so. In the
providence of God the Rev. A. Smit, our returning missionary from
China, was directed to go to Japan on behalf of our Mission Board.

"We asked him to take our matter in consideration at the same time
- which be kindly did.

In a letter from the Rev. A. Smit to our conunittee we learn that
(1) “their purpose in asking for a fraternal delegate was mainly to
get one of our men out here to give a series of lectures on Calvinism
or the Reformed interpretation of Scriptures, to offset the effect of

- other speakers who have been in Japan recently.”

" The Rev. Mr. Smit informed them that the primary purpose of a
fraternal delegate would be to attend their General Assembly, and that
the giving of lectures would be secondary to it. Since the Japanese
Assembly at this time uses the Japanese language exclusively it would
be futile for any American to attend, and would not warrant the ex-

_ pense involved.

He further suggested that perhaps an organization could sponsor
a speaking tour for meetings in Tokio and in other centers.

In speaking to the elders about it, the Rev. Mr. Smit discovered that
“they thought it best to drop the idea of having a speaker come out

this fall. Perhaps, if our Church should decide to open missionary

work in Japan, that might be arranged later on.’ Consequently “they
said they would not press 1#” (Our underscoring), that is they would

understand if our Synod decided not to send a delegate.

In passing we wish to confess that your committee is intrigued by
the challenge, the duty, the urgency somehow to propagate our Re-

" formed faitlh here and other places in the orlent visited by unreformed
speakers. This attitude does not stem from reactionism, but from the
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inner principles of our Reformed Ecumenicity and our God given
commission to witness for the truth,-

Recommendations:

1. We recommend Synod not to accept the invitation of the Re-
formed Church in Japan to send a fraternal delegate to its [Nifth An-
nual General Assembly at this tine.

(This recommendation implies that we wish to keep the door open
for some future time.)

2. We further recommend Synod that:

a. Synod and our Christian Reformed Churches be challenged by
opportunities of this nature to propagate the Reformed faith especially
when called upon to offset harmful effects. Perhaps our Chuirch would
do well, or perhaps this could be an activity for the Reformed Ecu-
menical Synod (and our-Church could suggest it to the Ecumenical

Synod) to witness for the Reformed faith in this day of apostasy by

sending a representative where doors are opened.

b. Should Synod begin mission work in Japan we then can dele-
gate with little difficulty some one to serve as fraternal delegate.

‘3. We recommend that Synod send its felicitations to the Reformed
Church in Japan, commemorating its Fifth Annual Assembly, in a
church edifice pur denomination was humbly privileged to help con-
struct, and that Synod express the sincere desire for the blessing of
God to go forward mutually in faith, and that God in His beneficent

. providence may bring about greetings face to face in the non-too-

distant future.

Petition of the Free Presbyterian Church of Australia
The General Assembly of the Iree Presbyterian Church of Austra-

. lia at its session. on March 30, 1950, has adopted the following petition

to our Synod:

“The General Assembly agreed to consult your venerable court.
‘Seeing that we are in ecclesiastical correspondence with the Chris-
tian Reformed Church of America, that wé send Christian greet-
ings and seek information and advice relative to the International
Council of Christian Churches, and other world movements that
have their origin in the United States of America’”.

“The other movements referred to in the above minute bears main-
ly on that inter-denominational association known as the Nat1ona1
Association of Evangelicals.”

Elucidation — Representatives of the I.C.C.C. (International Coun-
cil of Christian Churches) have invited said church to become mem-
bers in this international organization. The I.C.C.C. is not the same
as the American Council of Christian Churches, an organization we

“were invited to join in 1942 {Cf. Acts of Synod, 1942, p. 126). Tt is
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possible and factual to be a member of one and not ‘of the other. It is

safe to say from the history of the I.C.C.C. that this organization is an

outgrowth of the A.C.C.C. The Frée Presbyterian Church of Aus-
tralia desiring to be true to its doctrinal position as embodied in the

~ Westminster Standard, and knowing that we -of Reformed persuasion

are equally jealous of our doctrinal 1nteg11ty, pCtlthﬂS for informa-
tion and advice. :

Recommendation:

Your committee advises Synod to refer this matter to your com-
mittee on FEcumenicity and Interchurch Correspondence to make the
proper reply.

]*mz‘erual Fcclesmstwal Relations with Dw Raad Van Die Kerke,

South Africa

Some. 11me ago our Stated Clerk whx]e in South ‘Africa was in-
structed to meet with the leaders of the Nederdmtse Gereformeerde
Kerk in South Africa. Perhaps it may be well to remind Synod that
there are four autonomous Synods united federally but not organi-
cally. This Federation is known as “Die Raad van die Kerke.”

This Council has advised, and such alone is its limited power to do,
the four churches to enter into Church Correspondence with our ,de—
nomination., If these Churches accept we shall be in correspondence
with four synods, churches, and not with one Federation.

Ds. A.J. V. Burger, Secretary of “Raad” or Council informs us:
“As you are well aware the Raad van die Kerke is an advisory coun-
cil only, so that the different Synods will have to decide separately.
I may however inform you that the synod of the church in Transvaal
has already decided to correspond with your Church.”

Synod will note that three other autonomous churches wxll still have
to decide.

Recommendation:
Your committee informs Synod that the Synod of the Transvaal

~ Church (Ned. Herv. of Geref. Kerk van S!A.) has officially accepted

our invitation, and that it be accepted in our fellowship as a corre-
spondent church,
. : Reformed Church in Amer~wa

In a communication of the Stated Clerk of the R.C.A. we are in-
formed that the Committee on Fraternal Relations in the General As-
sembly of the Reformed Church in America ‘accepted our invitation
to be a correspondent Church to appoint delegates to each other’s su-
preme judicatories, that these delegates be given the privilege of the

~ floor, that we ofﬁc1allv exchange coples of the Acts and’ Proceedings

of our supreme Jud1cat01 1es.
The committee, however, informs us: “That we do not at present act
upon the other ‘specific terms’ as they are stipulated i the above cor-
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respondence of the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in Amer-
ica. We feel that some of the phrases used in the; specific terms need
to be defined, for they are too sweeping in their scope.”

The matters not accepted for the present are (cf. Acts of Synod,
1947, p. 2151, 3, 4, 5, 6) bringing to each other’s attention our spir-
itual and ecclesiastical problems together with our scriptural solutions,
warning each other in respect of spiritual dangers that arise and
spread and imperil the Church of Christ, correcting each other in love
- and in the event of unfaithfulness in profession and/or practice of the
faith delivered to the saints, consulting each other regarding the event-
ual revision of our respective ecclesiastical standards.

An 1nv1tat1on was received to appoint a delegaté to attend their Gen-
eral Synod of May 17, 1950. Since said Church could not accept all’
of our proposals our Stated Clerk informed the committee of the
-R.C.A. that we could not send a delegate at this time.’

Your comumiittee realizes full well what was reported to Synod of
1947 (cf. Acts, p. 213) “that in the past attempts at true correspond-
ence proved frmtlcss (cf. Acts of 1902, Art. 2)”. This did not pre-.
vent the committee at that time to recommend Synod to send an offi-
cial invitation to the R.C.A. In the same spirit we now come with the
following recommendation:

Recommendation:

‘We recommend Synod to arrange for a friendly discussion by way
of a conference, and that our Committee be authorized to carry this °

- oul.

Regquest of the Gereformeerde Kerk of South Africa
A question of great consequence to.our South African sister church
is “Strek die kerkverband verder as nasionale en/of territoriale
grense?,”’ that is, does a denomination extend beyond a nation or a
given territory? Adfter some discussion based upon two reports the
entire matter was tabled until after advice be obtained from the Re-
formed churches of the Netherlands and from our own church.

Further elucidations can be asked of our Stated Clerk if- Synod
so desires. '

Your committee has obtained a copy of the advice the Generale
'Synode of .our Netherlands sister church relevant to this matter. Said
Synod informs the South African Synod that the Ecumenical Synod
" of Amsterdam has already taken up this matter and after having re-
ceived information from the S. African delegate is of the opinion that
at present it feels no need of an independent study. Said Synod ‘feels
that it is acting thus according to the intent of the Reformed Church
~in South Africa. _ y
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Recommendation: Your committee recommends Synod to concur
with the advice of the Gereformeerde Kerken:of the Netherlands.

R I s

" Yours in our Lord,
. Committce on. Ecumenicity and Interchurch

Correspondence R
" Dr. C. Bouma, Chairman
. _ Dr. J. T. HooGstrA, Secretary
' Dr. R. J. Danuor"
‘ , Dr. Wn. RUTGERS
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'SUPPLEMENT NO. 9
(Ats. 68, 157, 160)

" DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING

To the Synod- of the Christian Reformed Church to convene
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on June 14, 1950.
ESTEEMED BRETHREN:
OUR Committee on Denominational Building begs to brmg the
following to your attention: Our commniittee had its inception in 1945,
in answer to a request to Synod of the Christian Reformed Board of
Missions, that “Consideration be given to the possibility of erecting a
Denominational Building which can provide for office and committee
rooms for all of our Denoniinational agencies.” Synod appointed a

_committee to investigate and come with definite recommendations, Acts
1945, art. 115, V, p. 42.

Synod of 1946 adopted the recommendations of the commlttee, that
a two story building be erected on the property at Jefferson and Weston
in cooperation with the Publication Committee, who was to have the
use of the first floor for future plant expansion. Erection was post-
poned because of high cost and scarcity of building materials. Acts
1946, art. 66, p. 32.

The Synod of 1947 instructed our committee to have preliminary
sketches made. These sketches were submitted to Synod of 1948, which
approved the work done but on advice of the committee postponed
building for at least another year. Acts 1948, art. 56, p. 23.

Both in 1948 and 1949 the committee was instructed to watch develop-
ments and report to next Synod. Acts 1949, art. 53, p. 16.

During this time your committee had a number of conferences with
- the Publication Committee. Various considerations, however, have
brought about a shift in the ideas of our committee during the past year.

1. After a meeting with the Publication Committee in November,
we received a communication from which we quote the following:
“The Committee has reconsidered its own needs and is of the opinion
that we do not need additional space at this time, nor within the next
year or two, provided no additional worl is placed on the committee
other than that which is now being done in our present plant. There-
fore we inform you as follows: ‘In the event the Denominational Build-
ing Committeée decides to recommend to Synod proceeding with the
planning and erection of a denominational building on the vacant lot
next to our printing plant, the Publication Committee wishes to reverse
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the use of the basement.and first floor space of such building, for our -

future expansion. The cost of such a building will have to be borne
by the denomination as a whole, as the Publication Committee does not
have any considerable funds to invest in such a project.”

2. We also received a communication from the Secretary of the

‘Christian Reformed Board of Missions, presenting to our committee’

the great urgency of their need for adequate and additional facilities.
We quote just a part from their letter: “Since it was the Christian
Reformed Board of Missions that presented the original request to
Synod for a denominational building, you will understand us when we
say that one of the developments which you are watching is a far great-
er need for office space on the part of the Christian Reformed Board

to Synod. 'We have added one member to our office force since that
time, and it is to be forseen that it will not be long before we will have
to add still another member. The work is increasing. The accumula-
tion of records that must.be retained is growing greater every year.
We have far outgrown our present office space and the need for more
room is becoming acute.” ‘ ’

3. In consulting other Denominational Boards and Committees, we
find that they are also in need of facilities to carry on their work and
care for their records properly. Notably among them is the Synodical
Tract Committee, Part of their work is carried on by the Banner
office and part by the secretary of the committee, at Holland, Michigan,
who-is overloaded with work. They need a stock room and office space

" for a secretary.

4. Again considering the  matter of location ;' your committee felt
that although there are certain advantages in having the future De-
nominational Building, near the Publication office, and in the down-
town section of Grand Rapids; there are also definite objections. One
to be considered seriously is the question of parking facilities in the
vicinity of Jefferson- Avenue and Weston Street. Parking space is a
definite requirement but it is not available, or very scarce. Another
objection is, that under. the present setup, — that the Publication Com-
mittee is to have use of the entire first floor, —all the other agencies
will be on the second floor. This means a walkup for anyone calling
at any of the agencies in the future. Then the extended need for space
for the Board of Missions, seems to indicate that the available space of
fifty by ninety feet, on the second floor would soon be inadequate, con-
sidering the needs of other agencies. Ifinally, the fact that the Publica-
tion . Committee is not in need of expansion at this time.

- of Missions than existed when the original recommendation was made -
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Considering all this your committee has looked at other possibilities,
i.e., the purchase and remodeling of an' already existing building, or
large residence. However, recently our attention was called to a beauti-
fully located site of ample size for our purpose. The committee has
obtained an option on this property. Location is the Northeast corner

.of Fuller Avenue and Franklin Street, approximate size 175 x 135 ft.

A largeé old house occupies the site at present. Your committee believes
that this location, within a few blocks of our College and Seminary,
will eventually make a fine center for our denominational life. We

.have met with representatives of various boards and committees to

ascertain their future needs and with the architect, Mr. Jas. K. Have-
man, and expect to be able to present some preliminary sketches to
Synod for a one story Denominational Building. Your committee be-
lieves that the decisions of Synod of 1946 and 1947 should be carried

“out. We have waited for some. years to have the cost of building to

come down. There does not seem to be a reason to wait any longer for
that. Times which seemed abnormal during and after the war, are

considered so no more; witness, the wholesale building of schools and

churches.
We therefore recommend to Synod:

1. That a Denominational Building be erected to provide facilities
for the various committees and boards:

2. That the property at the Northeast corner of Fuller Ave. and

~ Franklin St. be purchased.

3. That 2 one story building, with a part basement, be erected there,
with the possibility of expansion, both as to area and height.

Grounds:

A. Economic cond1t1ons do not seem to give reason for continued
postponement. There appears to be no downward trend in the
cost of labor and materials.

B. Synod of 1946 and following Synods have expressed themselves |
as to the necessity of such a building.

C. The Christian Reformed Board of Missions is urgently in need
of proper and expanded facilities at this time. The Tract com-
mittee also needs room to carry on its task properly.

D. The need for conference and meeting rooms for the various
agencies when they meet i Grand Rapids is urgent, and has
been felt for years.

The comumittee has also considered the question of financing this
project. The cost of the property and proposed building has been
estimated at approximately $100,000.00. We récommend that a quota
of one dollar per family per year be added to the Synodical Expense
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budget, over a period of ‘three years, for this purpose. Ground: This
will be the most feasible way of getting these funds together.

,. - Respectfully submitted, |
"Committee on. Denominational Building .
- Jorrn HExMmAN, President
Prrer D. Bouma, S ecretary
_Jas. J. Rvsxamp ‘
Joux P. Skven
Geo. I'. WIELARD
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 9-A
(Arts. 68, 152, 157)

DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING

EsTEEMED BRETHREN :
OUR Committee begs to bring the following to your attention,
- supplementary to. our’ Agenda report No. 9, pg. 34. Since that
report was published, there have been new developments, which call’
for this supplementary report. The committee submits to Synod as
Proposition No. 1, an entirely new and radically different proposal:
- Because of the impending closing of an estate, there has been placed
on the market the imposing residence of the late Mr. and Mrs. Fitz-
gerald, on the Northeast corner of Plymouth Blvd. and San Lue Rae
Dr. (Franklin St.). This elaborate home was erected about 20 years
ago at a cost of well over $200,000.00. The building is situated on a
beautiful landscaped plot of 2 acres, size 300x370 feet. The lawn is
completely equipped with an automatic sprinkling system. The build-
ing itself is completely fireproof.
On the first floor, leading from a good-sized center hall, there are
four large rooms — living rooms, with a kitchen to one side, and con-
necting sun porch with one of the rooms. A beautiful staircase leads

“from central hall to second floor. On this floor there are five large

bedrooms and living quarters for the maids. Detached from the house
is a four stall garage with a separate heating system. The committee
believes that with very little alteration this building could be made
useful for the purpose we have in mind with a Denominational Build-
ing. It is a beautiful and commodious building on a beautiful plot in
an unexcelled setting. The sale price is $85,000.00.

However, there is a catch, which must be considered. The location
is A-Residential Zoning, and in order to use it as a denominational
building, we will have to obtain special permission from the East
Grand Rapids authorities. Whether or not they will consent is a
question. The committee believes that Synod should decide to pur-
chase this property, and authorize the committee to do so, after ob-
taining the necessary permission to use the property as a denomina-
tional building for the use of the Denominational Boards and Agencies.

A. Your Committee therefore recommends as proposition No. 1
(Superceding the proposals in the.Agenda Report No. 9) that Synod

-decide

1. To purchase the Fitzgerald property, located on the N. E. cor-
ner of Plymouth and San Lue Rae, provldlng the necessary zoning
changes can be obtained.
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2. To empower the committee to act as its agent in the transaction. -

3. To empower the commlttee to obtaln the necessary finances to
pay for the property. :

B. In case the necessary permission cannot be obtained for varia-
tion of zoning, the committee recommends. as -proposition No. 2, the
recommendations as found in the Agenda Report No. 9, pg. 36, w1th
a change in No. 3. This to read: “3. That a two story building be
erected -there.” (Sketches of front elevation dnd floor plans will be
submitted to Synod.) .

C. In either case, whether the Fitzgerald property 'is purchased,
which will call for some alterations; or if the Fuller and Franklin
property is obtained, and a two story building is erected; the need for
approx1mately $100,000.00 will be required, and our recommendations
on finances in-our Agenda Report are submitted-for consideration by
Synod . C

Respectfully subrmtted,
Jou~ HExMAN, President
Prrer D. Bouma, Secrctary
Jas. J. Rysxamp
Joux P. Seven
Greo. F. WisLanp

P.S. Mr. John P. Seven asked that the following note be. attached.
“Whereas he expects to be away from the city a considerable
part of the time he requests Synod to relieve him from further
service on this committee.
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