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SERVICE OF PRAYER FOR SYNOD
Tuesday, June 13, 1944, 8 P. M.

Lee Street Christian Reformed Church
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Organ Prelude: “We Give Thee Thanks”. . . ... Lawrence

Votum: “The Lord is in His Holy Temple; Let all the earth
keep. silence before Hir_n.”

Silent Prayer

Salutation: Revelation 1:4, 5

Psalter Hymnal No. 333: ‘“Come Thou Alm1ghty ng”
Reading of the Apostles’ Creed

Psalter Hymnal No. 467: Gloria Patri

General Prayer

Psalter Hymnal No. 820; “O Sing Ye Hallelyjah”
Reading of the Scriptures: Ephesians 4

Sermon: “Worthy of Our Calling”, Ephesian's 4:1
Prayer for Syhod

Psalter Hymnal No. 462: “God of Our Fathers, Whose
Almighty Hand”

Benediction:- II Corinthians 18:14

Doxology: Psalter Hymnal No 231:3, “God’s Word Shall
Surely Stand”

Organ Postlude: f‘Majestic Largo”..._.. Lorenz




ACTS OF SYNOD

OF THE
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
JUNE 14 to 23, 1944
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, U. S. A.

PRAYER SERVICE :
At the Synodical Prayer Service held in the Lee Street
Christian Reformed Church on Tuesday evening, June 13,
Rev. G. Hoeksema preached the Synodical sermon based on
Ephesians 4:1, “I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, be-
seech you that ye walk worthily of the calling wherewith
ye were called.” '

A He urged the church toA be W(;rthy of the fundamental
calling of the Chrlstlan, the calling to be sons of God, in
this fateful hour in the history of the world.

He pointed out that just as Paul the prisoner in Rome
called upon the Ephesians to be worthy, so there are many
“prisoners in the Lord” today, whose plight and perse-
cution are a call to the free Christian church in America,
and thus call to the Synod of 1944, to do all in its power to
promote the work of the church of Christ, to the glory
of God’s name.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 14
"~ Pirst Session -

_ ARTICLE 1
At 10 a. m. the delegates to Synod assemble in the Cal-
vin College Library building, and are called to order by the
Rev. G. Hoeksema, the President of the 1943 Synod, who
announces as the opening number 281 of the Psalter
. Hymnal. Rev. Hoeksema reads the 97th Psalm, and leads

in prayer to God.
8
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ARTICLE 2 .
The delegates to Synod are addressed by Rev. Hoeksema
in the following message:

FE'steemed, Brethren in Christ:

It is my privilege to serve with you as one of the delegates to this
Synod. However, it is also my delightful task as president of the
previous Synod to welcome you all as delegates to the Synod of 1944.
In spite of travel restrictions and other unusual conditions resulting
from the war we are again permitted to meet in Synodical session.
We are thankful that the Lord has prospered you on your journey,
and brought you hither in health and safety.

You have come from the East and from the West, from the North
and from the South. And that is one of the beautiful things about
Synod; it brings together chosen representatives from the various
sections of the church. It makes us feel more keenly the tie that
bm(lii us together, It makes our denominational unity more a living
reality.

May our gracious Lord who has called us to the work, grant us in
rich abundance all that we need to perform our task unto Hig glory;
‘physical strength, nights of restful sleep, alert and illumined minds,
‘and above all hearts that are consecrated and eager to be found
worthy of the calling with which we are called.

Brethren, the work ealls and I shall not further keep you from it
by a-lengthy introductory speech. It is my earnest prayer that
despite war-time burdens and anxieties resting heavily on the hearts.
of some, you may all find joy in the work, the joy of Christian fellow-
ghip, the greater joy of blessed fellowsh1p with the Lord, and the
satisfaction of work well done with the help of our God.. And when
our task is completed, and we must separate and return to our ordi-
nary duties, may we hear in our hearts the blessed testimony of the
Spirit, “Well done, ye good and faithful servants.”

ARTICLE 38
The Rev. G. Hoeksema appoints the Stated Clerk to
. function as clerk pro tempore.

ARTICLE 4
Credential letters submitted by delegates indicate that
the nineteen Classes are duly represented by the following
brethren: ‘
Classis California
Ministers—J. J. Steigenga and F. De Jong.
Elders—J. H. Bosscher and Mark Bouma.

Classis Chicago North |
Ministers—B. Essenburg and James Putt.
Elders—H. Folgers and L. K. Geerdes.

: Classis Chicago South
Mlmsters—-G Hoeksema and H. Kuiper. -
" Elders—L. Buurstra and M. Fakkema.



ARTICLE 4

. Classis Grand Rapids East -
Ministers—G. Goris and L. Trap.
Elders—H. Boersma and M. Kulikamp.

Classis Grand Rapids South -
- Ministers—J. F. Schuurmann and Y. P. De Jong.
Elders—R. S. Wierenga and J. A. Besteman.

. Classis Grand Rapids West
Ministers—P. Y. De Jong and A. Persenaire.
Elders—J. B. Peterson and W. Hofstra.

Classis Hackensack
" Ministers—W. Haverkamp and J. Kenbeek.
Elders—R. Meyer and C. Heerema.

Classis Holland
Ministers—P. Jonker, Jr., and R. J. Danhof.
~ Elders—1J. Hietbrink and E. J. Wolters,

" Classis Hudson
Mmmters—J T. Holwerda and P. Van Dyk
Elders—L. Steen and J. Smith.

Classis Kalamazoo
Ministers—B. Van Someren and -A. Poel. .
Elders—M. Triestram and J. De Nooyer,

. Classis Minnesota
Ministers—H. Vander Klay and C. Abbas.
Elders—K. A. Brouwer and F. De Groot.

Classis Muskegon
Ministers~—E. J. Tanis and R. J. Bos.
Elders—H. Van Laar and C. Meyering.

Classis Orange City
M1n1sters—A Jabaay and J. A. Mulder.
Elders—P. Wiersma and S. Elgersma.

Classis Ostfriesland -
Mlmsters—H Zwaanstra and C. Greenﬁeld
Elders—O. Haupt and F. Janssen.

Classis Pacific
Ministers—G. Pars and A. Van Dyken.
Elders—J. Stap and L. Kool. .

Classis Pella
.Mmlsters—R H. Haan and J. D. Pikaart.
Elders—G. De Boer and A. Dykstra.
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Classis Sioux Center
Ministers—P. De Koekkoek and O. Breen.
Elders—J. Hubers and F. Ligtenberg.

Classis Wisconsin
Ministers—W. Verwolf and J. J. Holwerda.
Elders—P. Verhulst and F. A. Voskuil.

: . Classis Zeeland
Ministers—M. Bolt and J. M. Dykstra.
Elders—S. Grasman and H. Schut.

ARTICLE 5
Synod is declared duly constituted and proceeds to elect
the following officers:
President—Rev. G. Hoeksema
Vice-President—Dr. G. Goris
First Clerk—Dr. Ralph J. Danhof
Second Clerk—Rev. E. J. Tanis

The President, Rev. G. Hoekséma, expresses his gratitude
to Synod for the honor extended to him and his fellow offi-
cers of Synod. In humble acknowledgment of the help
of God, the delegates are reminded by the President to
seek the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit in all the
deliberations of Synod and in the activities of the various
committees.
ARTICLE 6

The President of Synod now reads the “Public Declar-
ation of Agreement with the Forms of Unity”, to which all
the delegates express their agreement by rising and stating
in unison, “I do”. )

. ARTICLE 7

The President of Synod welcomes the professors of our
Theological Seminary to serve as advisers of Synod; the,
Director of Missions, Dr. J. C. De Korne; the Missionary: at
Large, the Rev. Henry Baker; and the Stated Clerk of
Synod, the Rev. John De Haan, Jr. A word of welcome is
also addressed to the former. Stated Clerk, Dr. H. Beets;
" the editors of The Banner and De Wachter; reporters for
the local newspapers, The Grand Roapids Press and The
Grand Rapids Herald. The right to speak on all matters
pertaining to Calvin College is extended to President Henry
Schultze, and the same privilege is acecorded to Dr. De Korne
and Rev. H. Baker, pertaining to their respective Mission
Boards.
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ARTICLES 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 T

ARTICLE 8
Synod decides to hold sessions from 8:30 a. m. to 11:45
a. m. with a fifteen-minute recess at 9:45 o’clock. The
afternoon sessions will be held at 1:30 to 5:45 p. m., with
a recess at 3:15 to 3:30 o’clock.

ARTICLE 9
President L. Berkhof and Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden in-
form Synod that due to the accelerated program, requiring
teaching of the various Seminary courses during the sum-
mer months, they will be unable to attend Synod as in
former years. They will, however, be willing to serve in-
an adv1sory capacity as tlme and circumstances permit.

ARTICLE 10

The President appointed the following delegates to serve
on the Program Committee:

The officers of Synod, the Rev. B. Van Someren, Rev. H:
Zwaanstra, Dr. P. Y. De Jong, Rev. R. H. Haan, Rev. P.
De Koekkoek; and the Elders J. H. Bosscher, L. Geerdes,
Dr. R. Wlerenga, K. A. Brouwer, P. Wiersema, J. Stap,
P. Verhulst, S. Grasman, and L. Steen.

ARTICLE 11
To enable the-Program Committee to perform its task,
Synod adjourns until 3:30 p. m. and the first session of
Synod is closed as the Vice-President leads in prayer.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14
Second Session

ARTICLE 12
Synod unites in singing No. 390 of the Psalter Hymnal
and is led in prayer by Dr. Y. P. De Jong.

ARTICLE 13
The Stated Clerk, Rev. J. De Haan, Jr., reads the report
of the Synodical Committee. The 1eport is received as 1n—-
formation. (Supplement 1-a.) (Cf. Art. 127.) '

ARTICLE 14 -

In regard to the Preparatory Examinations of the semi-
nary graduates who seek to be admitted to candidacy,
Synod decides to meet in two sections to hear the sermons
of the prospective candidates. The first section under the
chairmanship of the President of the Synod will consist of
the first minister and the first elder delegate of each.Classis,
to hear the sermons of the first four prospective candi-

s
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dates. The second section under the chairmanship of the
Vice-President of Synod will consist of the second minister
and second elder delegate of each Classis, to hear the ser-
mons of the last four prospective candidates.

The chairman of each group will appoint committees of
two men for each prospective candidate to review and re-
-port on the sermon. Fifteen minutes will be allowed each
prospectwe candidate for the delivery of his sermon, and
he is expected to serve the committee with a ertten copy
of the same.

Upon completion of the sermons the whole Synod w111
meet in the Library building to conduct the examinations
in the various branches in agreement with the schedule for
examinations as published in The Banner by the Board of
Trustees. Thirty minutes will be given for the examina-
tion in Introduction, and 20 minutes for each of the six
branches in Dogmatics. No time limit is deemed necessary
for the examiner for Practical Questions. The delegates
will be given opportunity to ask supplementary questions. :
‘(See Art. 24.)

ARTICLE 15
. The Report of the Program Committee is now sub-
mitted, and is adopted as follows:
ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

We recommend that the following committees be ap--
pointed and the work be divided among them as indicated
below. The first mentioned delegate is to serve as chair-
man and the second as reporter of their respective com-
mittees.

In order to give the advisory comm1ttees and their re-
porters sufficient time to prepare their reports, we advise
Synod to set aside this evening and tomorrow for commit-
- tee meetings. We advise that Synod meet tomorrow morn- °
ing at 8:30 o’clock in the Seminary Chapel for devotionals
and roll call, and that immediately thereafter the commit-
tees meet separately to do the work entrusted to them.

I. EDUCTIONAL MATTERS ... Room 17, College Bldg.
Personnel: Rev. J. J. Steigenga, Chalrman Rev.

R. J. Bos, reporter; Rev. B. Essen-

burg, Rev. G. Pars, Rev. Martin Bolt,

Rev. C. Abbas; Elders L. K. Geerdes,

J. Hietbrink, E. J. Wolters, M. Fakke-

- ma, M. Triestram.
Adviser: President H. Schultze.
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Iv.

VI.

| “ARTICLE 15 9

BUDGET. oo Room 16, College Bldg.
Pefrsonfnel Elder L. Steen, chairman; Elder J.
H. Bosscher, reporter; Elder J. H.
> Hubers, Elder C. Heerema, Elder J.
De Nooyer, Elder J. A. Besteman, El-
der G. I. Buist, Elder J. Stap, Elder
O. Haupt; Rev. A. Poel;” Rev. J. T.
'‘Holwerda, Rev. J. A. Mulder.

HoME MISSIONS.... . ocreee. Room 15, College Bldg.
Personnel Rev J. F. Schuurmann, chairman;
Rev. W. Haverkamp, reporter; Rev
J. Putt, Rev. C. Greenfield, Rev W.
, Verwolf elders M. Kuhkamp, J. B.
Smith, . Janssen, L. Kool, A. Dyk-

stra. : :

Adv1ser Rev. H. Baker.

GENERAL MISSIONS......o.o... Room 20, College Bldg.

Personnel: Rev. P. Jonker, Jr., chairman; Rev.
. F. De Jong, reporter; Rev. A. Per-

senaire, Rev, J. Kenbeek, Rev. J. D.
Pikaart; Elders P. Wiersma, K. A.

Brouwer, M. Bouma, Dr. Richard .

Wierenga.
Adviser: Dr. J. C. De Korne.

.. PUBLICATION AND VARIA____Room 21, College Bldg.

Personnel: Rev. L. Trap, chairman; Rev. O.
. Breen, reporter ; Rev. H. Vander Klay,
Rev. J. J. Holwerda, Rev. J. M. Dyk-
- stra; Elders H. Folgers, H. Boersma,
g De Groot, H. Van Laar, G. De
oer. :

CHURCH ORDER...cooooeeee. Room 23, CollegeBldg.

Personnel: Dr. Y. P. De Jong, chairman; Rev.
P. De Koekkoek, reporter; Rev. A. Ja-
baay, Rev. R. H. Haan, Rev. P. Van
Dyk; Elders L. Buurstra W. Hof-
stra, C. Meyering, F. ngtenberg',
F A Voskuil. ‘
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""VII. PROTEST AND APPEALS......_._. Room 24, College Bldg.

Personnel Dr. Herman Kuiper, chalrman Dr.
Peter Y. De Jong, reporter; Rev B.
Van Someren, Rev. H. Zwaanstra,
Rev. A. Van Dyken; Elders R. Meyer,
S. Grasman, H. Schut, S. Elgersma,
P. Verhulst. '

ARTICLE 16

The President appointed the following Committees:

Obituary Committee: Rev. B. Essenburg and Dr. Y. P.
De Jong (See Art. 115). '

- Reception Commitlee: Dr. G. Goris and Dr. P. Y. De
Jong (cf.-Arts. 80, 54, 62-64).

Committee on Appointments: Dr. G. Goris, Dr. H. Kui-
per, Rev. H. J. Tanis, Rev. P. Van Dyk, Rev. A. Van
Dyken; and Elders C. Meyering, P. Verhulst, M. Bouma,
L. K. Geerdes, and O. Haupt. (For report see Art. 167.)

" ARTICLE 17
Synod adjourns after having been led in prayer by
Elder E. J. Wolters. -

7

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 15
Third Session

ARTICLE 18
Synod meets for its devotions in the Seminary Chapel.
After the reading of Romans 8:18-39 and the singing of
Psalm 68:10 (Holland version) is led in prayer by Dr.
R. J. Danhof, the clerk of Synod.

ARTICLE 19
The roll call shows that Elder G. De Boer of Classis
Pella has arrived to take the place.of Elder Van Ryswijk.
At the request of the President, Elders De Boer and Dyk-
~ stra express their agreement w1th the Forms of Unity.

A ARTICLE 20 .
. The clerk reads the minutes of the first and second ses-
sions, which are adopted by Synod.

ARTICLE 21
Synod adjourns and the various committees continue
preparatlon of their respective reports.



ARTICLES 22, 23, 24 11~

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 16
Fourth Session

ARTICLE 22
Synod meets in the Seminary Chapel for devotions, and
after reading Psalm 46 and the singing of No. 363 of the
New Christian Hymnal, is led in prayer by Rev. E. J. Hol-
trop, Chaplain in the U. S. Navy, stationed at Great Lakes,
Illinois. Rev. Holtrop briefly spoke of the work entrusted
to his care and stressed the need for 850 more chaplains.
Rev. Hoeksema, President of Synod, addresses the speaker
in name of Synod and commends him to our 1ntercessory
prayers. (cf. Art. 62.)

ARTICLE 23 .

Professor J. G. Vanden Bosch is present as alternate
delegate, and takes the place of Dr. R. S. Wierenga. = At
the request of the President, agreement with the Forms of
Unity is given by Prof. Vanden Bosch.

ARTICLE 24 (cf. Art. 14)

The morning session is devoted to the examination of
eight seminary graduates who seek to be admitted to can-
didacy. The schedule for examinations prepared by the
Executive Committee of the Trustees of Calvin College and
Seminary and followed by Synod reads as follows:

PREPARATORY EXAMINATIONS
- The examinations will be held in the chapel of Calvin Seminary on
Friday, June 16.
.Sermons will be delivered by the following prospective candidates
for the ministry:

Otto De Groot........ ..John 1:29
Clarence De Haan John 3:17
Anthony Hoekema John 8:30-32
Walter Dubois -...... John 3:19
Peter Huisman... John 4:13, 14
John Harry Olthofr..: John 5:24
John Roorda ... John 6:27
Carl Toeset John 6:39-40
These men will be examined as to their knowledge of: .
Introduction....... .Classis G. R. South
Theology Classis G. R. West
Anthropology. Classis Backensack .
Christology........ Classis Holland
Soteriology. Classis Hudson -
Ecclesiology..- B Classis Kalamazoo
Eschatology........ -...Classis Minnesota

The VPrag:tical Questions will be asked by Classis Muskegon.
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The Minister whose name heads the list of delegates of a certain
81a551s is the one who will do the examining for that pa1t1cu1ar
lassis

The following credentials must be presented:

‘a. A written testimonial of the seminary faculty.

b. A consistorial recommendation, this to be not merely a certifi-
cate of membership, but a declaration of the consistory’s opinion
as to this member’s fitness for the gospel ministry.

¢. A certificate of health.

These credentials will be examined by the ministers named first of

the delegations of Classes Orange City, Ostfriesland, and Pacific.

‘In agreement with Article 14 Synod now meets in two

sections, the first group in the Seminary Chapel with four
prospective candidates, and the second in the Library build-
ing with four prospective candidates, to deliver their ser-
mons. At the conclusion of the sermons the entire Synod
again. meets in its accustomed place. The committee on
credentials reports that the credentials meet all the require-
ments. Professor L. Berkhof reports for the Seminary
Faculty and provides Synod with a written testimenial.
(Continued in Art. 27.) :

ARTICLE 25
- This session of Synod is closed with prayer by Elder L
Buurstra.

. FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16
Fifth Session :

ARTICLE 26
, Rev E. J. Tanis led in prayer after Synod has umted in
singing No. 394 of the Psalter Hymnal. '

ARTICLE 27
Synod- contmues the examination of the seminary gradu-
ates according to the plan adopted in Article 14. After the
completion of the examinations in.the assigned branches
opportunity is given to all the delegates for supplementary
questions of which a number of the delegates avail them-

selves,
ARTICLE 28
Synod meeting in executive sess1on, hears the reports
-of the sermon critics, and is led in prayer by Professor L.
‘Berkhof, and admits by ballot all of the eight brethren to
the candldacy for -the sacred ministry of the Word and
the Sacraments. .



ARTICLES 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 84, 35 13

. ARTICLE 29
Synod again in open session informs the young men of
the result of the ballot and in name of Synod the President
extends hearty congratulations, wishing the candidates a
fruitful and blessed ministry in our Christian Reformed
Church, to adorn their personal life with honor, to rejoice
_-with them that do rejoice and to weep with them that weep,
and to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ Jesus.
Synod gives expression of its joy and gratitude in prayer
as formulated in the song Psalm 134:3: “Dat ’s Heeren
: zegen op u daal,” ete. -
ARTICLE 30
Dr. G. Goris introduces to Synod Rev. H. L. Bowlby,
representative of the “Lord’s Day Alliance of the United
States”, who informs Synod of the work accomplished by
this organization. Rev. E. J. Tanis responds for Synod
and this organization is again recommended for moral and
. financial support, and placed on the list of aceredited
causes. (See Art. 16, Supplement 11.)

ARTICLE 31 _

" Synod decides to adjourn until 10 a. m. Monday morning,

and Elder H. Folgers closes this session with prayer and
thanksgiving.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 19
Sixth Session

ARTICLE 32 ‘
Synod unltes in singing No. 445 of the Psalter Hymnal,
v_'and Rev. O. Breen reads Psalm 50 and leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 33

The 1"011 call shows all delegates present. At the request -

of the President of Synod, Rev. P. Vos and Elder F. Keeg-
stra arise and express their agreement with the Forms of
Unity.
ARTICLE 34
The clerk reads the minutes of the third and fourth ses-
smns, which are adopted by Synod.

ARTICLE 35 ~
Synod cons1de1‘s the report of the Advisory Committee
on Educational Matters, Rev. R. J. Bos, Reporter. The
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report of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Semi-
nary is received as information. (See Supplement 2.)

I. CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY.

A. Report of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College
and Seminary (Supplement 2) :

1. Your committee recommends that the various deci-
sions made by the Board re the accelerated courses for the
Seminary students be approved.

2. Re this matter we have before us an overture from
Cicero I approved by Classis Chicago North as follows:

“The Consistory of Cicero I requests Classis to overture Synod to
petition the United States Government to grant military deferment
to such pre-seminary students as have been recognized by the
Churches as men studying for the Gospel ministry. Grounds:

a. The present ruling of the United States Government is unfair
in its effect, even though it may not be unfair in its purpose,
since the supply of students for the Protestant ministry will be
absolutely cut off after July 1, 1944, while the stream of can-
didates for the Roman Catholie priesthood will be unaffected.

b. It would result in a severe loss to our national life if the ranks
of the Protestant ministry, and particularly of Protestant Chap-
lains, would be depleted.”

Your committee draws the attention of Synod to the fact

that the latest directives of the- Selective Service author-

ities make further attentlon to this overture unnecessary.

Adopted.

3. Due to the accelerated courses in the Seminary the
Board informs Synod that the next class will graduate from
the Seminary in March 1945.

It recommends that “Synod decide that as an emergency
measure the examination be conducted by ‘Curatorium Con-
tractum’, and that this body shall consist of the members

- from the Classes of Michigan, IIhn01s, and Wisconsin.”

Adopted.

4. Your Committee recommends the approval of the
action of the Board of Trustees that Mr. C. L. Van Zee,
who will graduate October 31, 1944, be instructed to wait
the first regular opportunity for such examination. How-
ever, if his status with the draft board-is in any way en-
dangered Mr. Van Zee is referred for further action to the
Executive Commlttee of the Board of Trustees with power .
to act.

Adopted.



ARTICLE 35 - , 15

5. At the suggestion of the Board, we urge Symnod to
suspend for the duration of the war the ruling that candi-
dates may not be called unfil a month after being declared
candidates. This suspension to have effect ten days after
candidacy has been approved by Synod. Ground:

According . to the latest information the draft
exemption will cease for candidates 90 days after
graduation, if they have not secured a place of labor.
(cf. Art. 36.)

Adopted. )

6. Your committee advises Synod to approve of the fol-
lowing appointments:

a. Prof. L. Flokstra, who this summer expects to re-
ceive a Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago, as
Professor in Education for an:indefinite term.

b. Prof. A. H. Muyskens, who for a number of years
has functioned as associate professor in Mathematics, as
successor to Prof. Nieuwdorp, effective September 1, 1945.

c. Prof. H. Wassink, Professor in Engineering and
Physics for an indefinite term with the understanding that
we expect to expand in Physics, and that the question who
is to be the head of that department is to be held in
abeyance.

Adopted.

7. We recommend that Synod again urge both the
churches and individuals to support the Expansion Pro-
gram for Calvin College. The delegates are reminded of
the decisions of the Synod of 1943, (cf. Acts, 1948, pages
‘56, 57, 166, 167, and to bring this to the attention of their
respective Classes, and solicit the support of all of our
churches for this expansmn program. (cf. Art. 64; Supple-
ment 2.)

‘Adopted.

8. We advise Synod to approve the action of the Board
of Trustees in turning over to the Expansion Fund the sum
of $5,000 received from the Publication Committee. (Supple-
ment 9-a.)

Adopted.

9. We advise Synod to continue the Committee to study
the Examinations required of such as desire to enter the
ministry (cf. Agenda II, page 146), and to instruct this
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‘Committee to report in 1945. (Supplement 29.5 . (Con~ F
tinued in Art. 40.) _

-8

Adopted.
‘ ARTICLE 36
The second clerk is instructed to make the proper an-
‘nouncement of candidacy of the eight young men in our
church papers informing the Churches of their eligibility
‘for an eventual call on or after June 26.

ARTICLE 37 .
~ The.clerk of Synod is instructed to send a letter to our
churches in the vicinty of Sioux County and express to
them our sincere sympathy and the assurance of our
" ‘prayers in their loss of property and life sustained through
a violent cyclone

ARTICLE 38

Elder M. Fakkema closes this session of Synod with

thanksgiving to God.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 39
After Synod has united in singing No. 249 of the Psalter
Hymnal, stanzas 1, 2, the Rev. J. J. Steigenga invokes the
divine blessing. - '
ARTICLE 40
Synod continues consideration of the report of the Com-
mittee on Educational Matters, (cf. Arts. 85,.52, 121, 164).

Reformed Bible Institute (Supplement 15).
. According to the Mandate of Synod, 1943, two reports
. appear in the Agenda, the report of the Synodical Commit-
tee (Agenda I, pages 8-11), and the report of the R. B. L.
"Board, Agenda II, pages 56-65). Your Advisory Commit-
tee has con51dered these reports, especially the conclusions
Iamd recommendations, and adv1ses Synod to adopt the fol-

owing:

A. Although there is no historical foundation or prece-
- dent for the establishment of a R. B. I. day school, yet we

believe that the Board of the R. B. I. has suﬁimently estab-
- lished the present-day need of this school to warrant the
- following Recommendations:



ARTICLE 41 ‘ ' 17

1. Synod, recognizing that the R. B. I. fulfills a present
need, declares that there is room for a central R. B. I. in
our circles, and recommends this institution to our people
“for their continued moral and financial support. Grounds:

a. The church using laymen in various fields of religious
work is very much concerned about the traini'ng of
such laymen for this work.

b. The R. B. I. supplies this training upon a Reformed
basis and in a Reformed way.

c. Considering that this school is still in its infancy, the
© training that it gives is adequate for the purpose it
has in view. (Cf. R. B. L booklet: “Facts About the
Day School of the R. B. 1.”) -

2. Synod appoint an R. B. 1. Advisory Committee of two
members and one general alternate to serve as a medium of
contact between Synod and the R. B. L ; the functlon of
this proposed committee shall be: ’

a. To acquaint itself with the Reformed character and

influence of the R. B. L. by taking note of its organi-
zation, faculty, curriculum, teaching, and the place-
ment of the R. B. I. graduates; and by examining all

official statements which reflect the character and -

purposes of the R. B. L.

b. To render a report concerning the R. B. 1. to Synod
each year.

B. Synod, after a lengthy discussion, decides to recom-
mit the matter of the R. B. 1. to the Advisory Committee
on Educational Matters, keeping in mind especially the
place of the Institute (Chicago or Grand Rapids), the
raising of the educational standards for admittance, and
providing courses for the improvement of the general edu-
cation of its students, and the desirability of a $75,000
campaign for funds to erect a building, and to report at a
later session of Synod. (Continued in Arts. 52, 121, 164.)

ARTICLE 41 .

The Advisory Committee on Educational M atters reports
on Calvinistic University on the basis of the report on the
Exploratory study of founding a proposed Calvinistic Uni-
versity as found in the Agenda, Part II, pp. 131- 145 (Sup- .
plement 23.) :
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Your Committee recommends to Synod in re this matter:
A. That Synod do not endorse at the present time any
specific plan-for the organization of a Calvinistic Univer-
sity. Grounds: ‘

1. The time is not ripe to determine upon any such spe-

“cific plan in regard to this matter:
2. The door should be left open for free discussion and
interchange of ideas on this important matter before
© deciding upon any definite course of action.

B. Although a Calvinistic University is an ideal toward
which we should strive, Synod urge our people to concen-
trate at this time upon the development of our present
educational institutions. Ground: .

Since our existing educational institutions are in
" dire need of development and expansion, our people
should be urged to devote their attention and offer
their gifts during the present time toward the attain-
ment of this end.

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 52.)

ARTICLE 42
Synod decides in view of the retirement of Professor L.
Berkhof, who has attained the age of 70, to give a testi- -
. monial dinner in his honor in the Calvin Dormitory on
Wednesday evening, June 21. The officers of Synod are
~ entrusted with the preparation of the program.

ARTICLE 43

The Advisory Committee on Publication and Varia, Rev ’

O. Breen, Reporter, calls the attention of Synod to the fol-
lowing matters

I. PUBLICATION MATTERS. (Supplement 9, a, b.)

A. Material. Report of the Publication Committee on
Editorship of The Banner, Agenda II, p. 112 f.; Annual
Report of the Christian Reformed Publication Committee
(Supplement 9-a).

B. Advice. Your Committee having stud1ed both of

these reports, advises Synod to adopt the following:

1. Synod expresses its ‘sorrow that several of the per-
sonnel engaged in work for our church publications have
been stricken with illness of varying degrees, and prays
that the Great Physician may gracmusly grant restoration
of health, v

Adopted.



ARTICLE 44 19

2. In view of the fact that there is some confusion in
the matter of responsibility for obtaining bids for the print-
ing of the Agenda, Acts, and other official publications of
Synod (cf. Supplement 9-a), your Committee advises:

a. That Synod rescind its action of 1943, which accord-

ing to Art. 57, 8, p. 27, Acts 1943 reads, “The ques-
tion of the feasibility of bids for printing of Agenda
and Acts is left to the Stated Clerk. This is in ac-
cord with the decision of Synod, Acts 1936, Art. 132,
p. 82. (See Schaver, C. 0., page 64, (a); 174 (5).”

Adopled. :

.b. To rescind Art. 132, p. 82, Acts 1936 (Schaver C. O,,
64 (a).
Adopted.

c¢. To adopt the following: “He (Stated Clerk) shall be
entrusted with the task of compiling the Agenda. In
collaboration with the officers of Synod, he shall com-
pile the Acts. The Publication Committee shall see
to the printing and distribution of the Agenda and
the Acts.” (Cf. Schaver, C. 0., 174, I1I, A, 5.)
Adopted )

8. That Synod’s Publication Committee be enlarged from
7 to 9 members, for the reasons given, pp. 3 and 4, Report
XXVII), viz., the difficulty which the Committee meets in
keeping the posmon of its secretaryship ﬁlled (cf. Sup-
plement 9-a.)-

Recommendations:
a. One of the added members shall be a minister and the
other a business man. ~

"b. In view of the high over-all age of this Committee,
comparatively young men shall be chosen as addi-
tional members.

¢. The secretary. of the Publication Committee shall be
released, as much as possible, from other Synodical
~work, espec1a11v such as involves secretarial work. (cf.
Art. 16’7) .
Adopted.
ARTICLE 44
The Advisory Committee, Publication and Vaeria, calls
the attention of Synod to the Special Report of the Publi-
cation Committee on the Editorship of ‘“The Banner,” cf.
Agenda II, p. 112 ff. (cf. Supplement 9-b.)
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Your Committee advises Synod:

a. To make the position of Editor-in-chief of The Ban-
ner a full-time position, for the grounds (a—g) as given
(cf. Supplement 9-b.)

Adopted.

b. To adopt the.regulations for such a full-time ed1tor-
ship as given under II (a-h), with the exception of
(e), which is to read, “He shall function as managing
edltor as far as time permits, serve the Publication
Commlttee editorially in any required capacity. (Sup-
plement 9-b.)

Adopted.

~¢. To add under the heading “Nominations” a), (1) of
the Annual Report the name of Dr. J. H. Brumooge,
making it read thus, “In case Synod adopts our over-
ture to make this a full-time position: the present in-
cumbent, Rev. H. J. Kuiper, Dr. J. H. Bruinooge, Rev.
E. F. J. Van Halsema.” Synod adds the following
names to this nomination: Prof. L. Berkhof, Rev. G.
Hoeksema, Dr. G. Goris, Dr. R. J. Danhof.

Adopted.

Synod votes by ballot and the Rev. H. J. Kulper is elected
for a period of two years, with eligibility for reappoint-
ment. The salary arrangements will be presented at a later
" session of Synod by the Budget Committee. (ef. Art. 155.)

d. In case the Editorship is made a full-time position,
. to specify that it begin August 1, 1944, in view. of the
fact that the Publication Committee arranges its
work at this time.
Adopted.

e. That Synod accord the Secretary of the Publication
Committee, Prof. D. H. Kromminga, the privilege
- of the floor as secretary of sald commlttee

Adopted.

ARTICLE 45
The Advisory Committee, Publication and Varia, pre-
© sents the followmg
Translation of H ollcmd Theologwal Works.

- A. Material: Translation of Holland Theological Works
cf. Agenda II, pp. 32, 33. (See Supplement 27.) .
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B. Advice of your Committee is that Synod thank the
Committee for this work of translation for its labors, and
to adopt its Recommendations, B. 1-4, verbatim. (Supple-
ment 27.)

Adopted.

ARTICLE 46

The Advisory Committee, Publication and Varia, pre-
sents also: ‘

Thanksgiving Service at End of the War.

A, Material: Your Committee has received two over-
tures, one from Classis Chicago North and another from
Classis Grand Rapids West, dealing with a thanksgiving
service at the conclusion of hostilities. Since these do not
appear in the Agenda, they are printed below.

. CLASSIS CHICAGO NORTH

Overture of Chaplam Schoolland, presented by the Consistory of

Second Cicero, “urging that all our churches plan to have a proper

Armistice Day observance when the war ends.” Classis Chicago
North decided to forward this overture to Synod as presented.

CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS WEST
This Classis overtures Synod, “to proclaim a Day of Thanksgiving
for the church as a whole, which day is to be observed as soon as
possible after the war is over.”

B. Your Committee having considered the overtures
from these two Classes in re a special service at the end of
the war, advises Synod to adopt the following:
If, in the Providence of God, we receive victory, and the
war therefore comes to a close, either with Germany or Ja-
pan, or both, Synod urges all our churches to hold services
of thanksgiving to God, the various churches to arrange
the manner in which these meetings are to be held. Grounds:
1. The world will celebrate in its own way and will lose
itself in revelry and excesses; .

2. The Christian Church must bear testlmony to the
world that the blessing of peace comes from the Lord
God. :

Adopted.

ARTICLE 47 :

The Adv1sory Comm1ttee Publication and Varia, pre-

sents: :

A. The Overture of Classis Chicago North in re a Cen-
-tral Speakers’ Bureau which reads as follows: '
ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Classis Chicago North, in session May 17, 1944, in pursuance of
the request of the con51story of Englewood II to support its overture
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re the estabhshment of a General Speakers’ Bureau, wishes to at-
tach such support to said overture for the following reasons and
grounds:

There is at present need for a General Speakers’ Bureau where all
servants of the Word who are without a charge or on vaecation, and
who are willing and able to serve as pulpit supply can, if they wish,
have their names recorded and where, on the other hand, consw-'
tories who have difficulty in procuring necessary pulpit supplies
can apply for suggestions and assistance. :

The need for such a Bureau will become evident if we consider that: -

1. There are at present many vacant churches and therefore the

need of pulpit supplies is great and increasing.

2. There is a scarcity of preachers available for pulpit supplies.

3. The number of Theological students is small and decreasing

which means that there will be a dearth of preachers for some
time to come.
4. Consistories are often not aware that certain ministers of the
Word are available for pulpit supply. :

5. That such a bureau will eliminate the necessity of the less
desirable method by which a minister by way of announcement
in De Wachter or Banner elicits invitations to oecupy a pulpit
during a vacation.

6. It will also eliminate the necess1ty on the part of a consistory

of “advertising for a preacher.”

B. Advice. We advise Synod to reject the overture of
Classis Chicago North in re the establishment of a central
Speakers’ Bureau. Grounds:

1. The arrangement would not be practicable;

2. The present situation is abnormal;

3. We must avoid an unnecessary multiplication of Bu-

reaus.

Adopted.

ARTICLE 48

The Advisory Committee, Publzcatwn and Varia, pre-

sents the question of :

Sermons for' Reading Services.

A. Material: The Report of the Committee for “Read-
ing Sermons and an overture from Classis Grand Rapids
East, dealing with this matter. Since they do not appear
in the Agenda, these two communications follow:

1. REPORT OF “READING SERMONS” as submitted
by A. Jabaay, H. J. Triezenberg, and M. Arnoys.

“To the Synod of 1944.
ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your Committee in re "Readmg Sermons” submits the following
report.

The Synod of 1943 instructed us to prepare another volume of ser-
mons suitable for reading s_erwces in our churches, This volume is
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now ready for distribution, and Mr. Voss reports that on March 30,
1944, 44 copies have already been sold. Twenty-one of our ministers
responded favorably to our request for sermons. Sinee Vol. I con-
tained no sermons for special occasions, we thought it advisable to
include some again in Vol. III. Consequently you will find that the
new volume contains twelve sermons for general use and mine fox
special occasions. May the Lord’s indispensable blessing rest upon
these labors, so that also these written messages of the Divine Word
may prove profitable ‘for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction which is in righteousness.’

As Committee we hereby acknowledge with gratitude the efficient
service which Mr. Henry J. Voss and his assistants have rendered
in mimeographing the sermons, in seeing to the binding of the vol-
umes, and in supervising the sale and distribution of them.”

" Below the Synod will find Mr. Voss’ statement of all the Sermon
Books as of date March 30, 1944.
COST —

Volume T, 182 copies : $ 302.00
Volume IIL... ..156 copies. 305.00
“Volume III... .......:204 copies 440,00
Total Costu. oo $1,047.00
COPIES SOLD— Vol. II Vol. III
Volume I—$2.00 ........ $ 272.00
Volume II-$2.25 .. ... 108 243.00
Volume ITT—§2.50 ........ 44 110.00
Complimentary ......... 24
160 132 44
On hand....ceoc.... 22 24 160
Cash Advanced by Synodical Treasurer. 150.00
e $ 776.00
Accounts Receivable—-
: Copies sent but not yet paid..... 83.75
Net Cash Received..........r..o.rwrrrrosomeomeoeeee $ 741.25
Cash Advanced by Calvin. .....ooooceeeeeeeeeeeereemeeeceeeearae 101.75
Amount Payable for Binding.... 204,00
) $1,047.00

Humbly submitted,
Your Committee,
A. Jamaay
H. J. TRIEZENBERG
M. ArNoOvs.” °

2. Overture of Classis Grand Rapids East re “Reading
Sermons” : '
“Office of the Stated Clerk of Classis Grand Rapids East
To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church,
to convene June 14, 1944, at Grand Rapids, Mich.
ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod to appoint a committee
again for the publication of sermons suitable for reading serviees,
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We would suggest that suitable Psalter Hymnal numbers be given
with each sermon.

We also deem it advisable that Synod instruct said Committee to
issue more of the regular sermons, and fewer for special occasions,
such as for our festive services. Grounds:

a. The number of the latter sermons has in the past often been

out of proportion to the number of regular sermons;

b. Those churches which have their own pastor occasionally use

the regular sermons, but seldom need those for special oceasions.
By order of Classis,
H. DEKKER, S. C.”

. B. Advice: Your Committee having considered the re-
port of the Committee for “Reading Sermons” and the
Overture of Classis Grand Rapids Fast, advises Synod: ’

1. To thank the Committee of three ministers for their
work in arranging for the publication of the third volume
of sermons and to express its gratitude to Mr. H. J. Voss
and his assistants for their labors in mimeographing this
material, and seeing to its distribution.

2. To adopt the Overture of Classis Grand Rapids East
with the suggestions and grounds given.

" 8. To appoint a new Committee of three ministers to
continue this work. To.insure a proper division of labor,
"the three members should be chosen from another locality.
-(cf. Art. 167.)

Adopted.

ARTICLE 49

The Advisory Committee, Publication and Varia, pre-
sents:

Mission Sunday School Lesson Planning (Supplement’
26). .
A. Material. Report of the Committee on Mission Sun-
.day School Paper Lesson Planning, Agenda I, pp. 5-7.

B.. Adwvice. Your Committee having considered this re--
port, advises Synod: . :

1. To receive this report as information.

2. .To approve of the work of the Committee.

3. To suggest that the Committee stress the importance
of the Old Testament and also of the Church in the Old
Testament when the opportunity presents itself. Grounds:

‘a. Your Committee finds the formulation of the Mission

" Sunday School Lesson Topies for May 28 to June 25

may lead to a wrong conception of the subjects
treated, in the mind of Mission children and -youn
people. . '
N
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b. In. this day of Dispensationalism we must present
‘clearly the conception of the Unity of the Church in
bo’gh) Old and New Testaments (Continued in Art.-
10 o

Adopted.

ARTICLE 50.
Elder O. Haupt closes this session with prayer.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 51
Synod unites in singing Psalter Hymnal No. 421, and,
Rev. J. J. Holwerda leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 52
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters con-
tinues its report on the Reformed Bible Institute, (cf. Art.
40), and advises Synod:

A. Synod recognizing that the R.B.lL. fulfills a present
need declares that there is room for a central R.B.1. in our
circles, and recommends this institution to our people for
their contmued moral and financial support.

B. The Advisory Committee recommends that the above
“be accepted with the following advice appended:
1. that the R.B.I. shall seriously endeavor to continue
to raise its educational standards, and
2. that the Board of the R.B.I. shall proceed cautiously
with its proposed building program, and the ch01ce
of a permanent location.

C. Synod after a lengthy discussion adopts only point
1. and point 2. is rejected. Thereupon, Synod tables the
discussion.

In view of the serious differences of opinion prevailing
among the delegates a motion is adopted that the Presi-
dent of Synod formulate a motion incorporating the
thoughts expressed by him as a delegate at a previous ses-
sion of Synod. (Continued in Art. 121.)

Adopted. .

ARTICLE 53 )

Rev. H. J. Kuiper informs Synod by letter that he has
accepted the appointment as full-time editor of The Ban-

.mer. (cf. Arts 44, 155)
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_ ARTICLE 54

The Reception Committee introduces Dr. R. D. Taylor,
representative of the American Bible Society. Professor
J. G. Vanden Bosch responds in' name of Synod. (cf. Art
149), (Supplement 13).

ARTICLE 55
The Advisory Committee on Church Order, Rev. P De
Koekkoek, Reporter, presents the following matters:
1. Concerning Emeriti and their Pension and Relief—
- your Committee recommends: (Supplement 12.)

A. That Synod receive report of the Board of Trustees
of the Ministers’ Pension and Relief Administration as in-
formation. (This report is found in Agenda II, Report
IX, page 34-39. The financial statement and the quotas
will receive the attention of the Budget Committee.) (See
Arts. 133, 162, 163.) ’

Adopted

~ B. That Synod approve the Actions taken by Classes

Zeeland and Hudson relative to the emeritation of the Rev.

J. Kolkman and the Rev. J. Walkotten as advised by the

Board mentioned above, and as requested by Classis Hol-

land in a separate commumcatmn, in regard to the emeri-

tation of the Rev. P. D. Van Vliet. ‘
Adopled.

C. That Synod accept the recommendatlon of the Board
that $20 be added to each of a number of pensions because
of the higher cost of living and the increase of other pen-
sions, and as further explained in its report Agenda 11,
p. 36. (Supplement 12.) ‘

Adopted.

D. That Synod approve the d1sbursements of the Re-
lief Fund in 1948 and to date (as privately submitted to
the Advisory Committee). These allowances are given
upon the recommendation of the Consistories concerned.
(Supplement 12.) :

~ Adopted. '

E. That Synod refer the appomtment of Board Mem-
bers (as mentioned in conclusion I of Board Report) to
the Synodical Committee for Appointments, with the re-
minder that another alternate must be appointed in the
place of Mr. Winter who took the place vacated by the
demise of Mr. Henry Hekman.

Adopted.
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F. That Synod takes cognizance of the encouraging
status of the Pension and Relief Fund, and expresses its
appreciation of the good work of the brethren in charge.

Adopled. . ,
ARTICLE 56

The Advisory Committée on Church Order, calls the at-
tention of Synod to the:

A. Report of the Historical Committee (Supplement
18). .
B. Your Committee recommends: .
1. That this report be received as information.
2. That in keeping with the suggestions presented in
this report, Synod decide:

a. That the Board of Trustees of Calvin college be
instructed to cooperate with the Historical Com-
mittee toward providing a more permanent and
suitable place for documents, etc., of which this
Committee has the care. '

b. ‘That concerning official documents of churches
that cease to exist, churches and classes are re-
quested and urged to deposit such documents
with the Historical Committee.

¢. . That churches and classes be requested and urged
that copies of official publications in connection
with their anniversaries also be deposited with
the Historical Committee.

Adopted. .
) ARTICLE 57

‘The Advisory Committee, Church Order, presents the
following:

A. Owvwerture of the Creston Church regarding anthems
for Church choirs. :

This overture is not published in the Agenda, but is
legally before Synod. The content is as follows:

Grand Rapids, Michigan, May 15, 1944.
To the Synod of Christian Reformed . .Church, 1944,
“ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

The Consistory of Creston Christian Reformed church hereby over-
tures Synod to amend the decision of the Synod of 1930, Art. 90, re-
garding anthiems which may be sung by choirg in our churches, by
adding the following words, ‘or such anthems or hymns which have
previous Consistorial approval as to their Seriptural soundness.’
Thus amended the entire Article would read as follows:

‘In cases where choirs exist or will be introduced, it is in-
sisted that only those Psalms or hymns shall be sung which

\
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are approved by Article 69 of our Church Order; or such
anthems which contain only the exact words of portions of
Scripture; or such anthems or hymns which have previous
Consistorial approval as to their Seriptural soundness.’
Reasons:

1. The present regulations afford too httle choice to meet the
needs of choirs in our churches;

2. A great many of the anthems which have the exaet words of
. Scripture cannot be used by our choirs, either because of their
difficult music or because of their formal style which does not
suit the more popular tastes of our choirs and congregations;'

3. The very limited number of suitable Synodically approved
anthems makes our choirs feel that they are of necessity forced
to go beyond present regulations. When Consistories permit
this, offense is occasioned by such transgression and sometimes
by the use of songs of doubtful or even heretical content;

4, It is in harmony with the Reformed principle of the autonomy
of the local church that the authority of the Consistory be
honored in so local a matter as the approval of certain anthems
to be used by the choir;

" 5.. Cholrs are no doubt with us to stay. Then' number is fast
increasing. They are likely to get out of hand unless adequate
provision is made for their proper functmmng

B. Your Committee advises that Synod accede to the
request of -the Creston Church and decide to add to the

decision of the Synod of 1930, Art 90, these words, ‘“or

such anthems or hymns which have previous consistorial
approval as to their Scriptural soundness,” so that the
amended article will read as follows:

“In cases where choirs exist or will be introduced, it
is insisted that only those Psalms or hymns shall be sung
which are approved by Art. 69 of the Church Order; or
such anthems as contain only the exact words of portlons
of Scripture;.or such anthems or -hymns which have pre-
vious Consistorial approval as-to their Scriptural sound-
ness.” Grounds:

1. The present limitations may tend towards irregular
practices and lead to the use of doubtful or heretlcal
songs in Public Worship. ‘
2. The essential purpose of the Synodical limitations,
namely, doctrinal soundness of songs in Public Wor-
. ship, will be maintained. - _
3. The proper consistorial supervision over this ele-
ment of Public Worship will be exercised.
Adopted
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: " ARTICLE 58.
The Advisory Committee, Church Order, presents Over-
ture of Classis Hudson concerning Programs for Mutual
Supervision.

A) This overture reads as follows: (Agenda II, p. 163,
164

“Classis Hudson overtures the Synod of 1944 to appomt a com-
mittee which is to make a comparative study of our present pro-
grams for mutual supervision as these are contained in the Acts of
Synod, 1942, Art, 110, p. 111 (Art. 41 C. 0.) and the Acts of Synod,
1922, Art. 40 pp. 79, 249-268 (Church Visiting), and which com-
mittee is to attempt to integrate the two methods in such a way that
duplication be avoided and each method receive its own field, more
or less. Grounds:

1. These methods now overlap and encroach upon one another. All

‘the questions put to the consistories at each classical meetn'l%1

" under Art. 41 C. O., are also put with church visiting (thoug

the wording may be slightly different at times), with the excep-

tion of just two questions occurring in the list under Art. 41.

So Q. 1 under Art. 41 (consistory meetings) finds its replica

1n Q. 7 (F. C.) of church visiting; Q. 2 (Word and Sacraments)

n Q. 3 (F.C.),and Q. 1 (to eldels), Q. 3 (Chr. Discipline)

n Q.10 (F. C.) and Qs. 3 and 4 (to ministers) ; Q 4 (work
of elders) in Q. 12 (F. C,) and Q. 1 (to mlmsters) 5 (work
of deacons) in Q.1 (to ministers and elders); Q. 6 (Chr School)
inQ. 18 (F.C); Q. 7 (oﬂ'ermgs) in Q. 16 (F C.); Q. 8 (Chr.
Discipline) in Q. 10 (F. C.); and Qs. 3 and 4 (to ministers);
Q. 10 (evangelism) in Q 15 (F. C.) (Note—F. C. stands for
“Full Consistory”.)

2. The psychological effect of putting these questions to our con-
sistories three or four times a year (three times if the Classes
meet twice a year; four. times if the Classes meet thrice a

- year), works destructively to the end Synod has in mind, viz.,

increase in diligence and spirituality. For proper effect and

serious consideration many of the questions, though perfectly
legitimate and necessary in themselves, should not be asked
oftener than once a year. We have in mind such questions as

.concern frequency of consistory meetings, faithfulness of elders

and deacons, ete. The fact that consistories conduct a mutual

discipline among themselves four times a year by way of cen-
sura morum should not be overlooked in this conneetion.”

B Your Committee advises that Synod, in keeping with
the substance of this overture, appoint a Committee to
make a comparative study of our present programs for
Mutual Supervision as these are contained in the Acts of
Synod, 1942, Art. 110, p. 111 (Art. 41 C. O.) and the Acts
of Synod, 1922, Art. 40, pp. 79, 249-253 (church visiting),
and to attempt to integrate them in such a way that un-
necessary duplication be avoided and each cover 11:s own
field. (cf. Art. 167.)

. Adopted.



30 ' AcTS OF SYNOD, 1944

.ARTICLE 59

The Advisory Committee, Church Order, presents the
following: :

A, Overture Classis Grand Rapids South concerning
Synodical decisions on Worldly Amusements.

This overture is not printed in the Agenda, but is prop-
erly before Synod and reads as follows:

“To Classis Grand Rapids South,
Convened at Grand Rapids, Mich., May 10, 1944.
ESTEEMED BRETHREN : . -

The Consistory- of the Franklin St. Christian Reformed Church of
Grand Rapids, Michigan, respectfully asks Classis to overture the
next Synod as follows:

Classis Grand Rapids South feels constrained to call the attention
of Synod to the situation that obtains in our churches in re the de-
cisions of the Synod of 1928 on Worldly Amusements.

We do not believe it is necessary to explain in detail what is meant
by this “situation.” We feel that anyone familiar with our church
life will at once sense what is meant. In private conversations, in
group discussions, in society meetings, in sessions of consistories,
classes and synods, it has come to the fore time and again. Re-
peatedly there has been a rather sharp clash of opinions in regard to
these decisions. We are by no means agreed on them. We do seem
to agree pretty well that the amusement question constitutes a real
danger to our spiritual life, but as to the method of combatting them
we are far from being one.

There is a widespread feeling that these decisions are the result
of a compromise, that in them two views are brought together,:
namely, the view of those who wanted a set of rules against in-
dulgence in these amusements, and the view of those who felt that
a testimony should be sufficient, or perhaps just a guide for action.
"As a result we have a set of decisions which looks like a set of rules,
yet it is not clear enough to be used as such, and, according to many,
was not meant to be such.

Consequently, there are two interpretations of these decisions:
there are those who look upon them as rules to be strictly enforced
and those who regard them merely as an expression on the part of
Synod, which consistories are to use according to their own discretion.

This lack of clarity and the resultant lack of agreement comes to
a sharp expression in the case of point VII, in which Synod decided
“To instruct consistories to inquire of those who ask to be examined
“previous to making public profession of their faith and partaking
of the Lord’s Supper as to their stand and conduct in the matter of
worldly amusements, and if it appears that they are not minded to
lead the life of Christian separation and consecration, to refuse
their confession.” According to this what are consistories to do?
Some take this to mean that they must require a promise of those
who wish to make confession, that they will abstain from these
amusements; and a number of consistories have required such a
promise; others feel that no such promise was intended and-simply
stay with the general idea of the life of separation and consecration.
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So we have in the same communion two policies that are followed in
this matter.

We strongly feel that this ought not to go on; hard feeling is
being created; we have no united front; the situation is demoral-
izing; it serlously undermines respect for synodical decisions. We
urge that _Synod try to do something about it. We ought to have
clarity and unity.

There are other points: Many of us feel that we should not have
have had these decisions; .that in adopting them we have left the
line -of Biblical policy; that we have deviated from the Reformed
tradition; that it is not in the province of a synod to make such de-
cisions; that we have made an ecclesiastical matter of 2 matter that
belongs primarily in the home; that consistories ought to be trusted
to deal with these matters accordmg to their own discretion; that we
have tried to solve moral problems by legislation; that we "have en-
croached upon Christian liberty; that we made a mistake by singling
out three amusements for special mention; that these decisions have
done serious damage to the conscience of many; and so on. As long
as there are among us so many divergent ideas about this matter,
we cannot hope to present g united front. We believe that an effort
should be made to come to clarity and that Synod is the logical body
to take hold of this since the decisions are symodical.

We therefore petition synod to appoint a committee to study this
matter and to serve a followmg' synoé) with advice.

We humbly suggest that in the appointment of such a committee
the following lines be observed:

1. That it be a rather broad committee, say of seven members, see-

ing it must study a matter that appears to be broad in its scope;

2, That it shall include ministers, elders, professional educators,

and leaders of youth;

3. That it shall make a new study of both the principlés and the
practical angles involved (for points to begin with, see above),
and advise Synod as to a proper course of action;

That it shall report to the Synod of 1946;
That the chairman of that committee shall be specially in-
structed to convene his committee at an early date, to begin its
work in time so that its report may be certain to appear in the
first volume of the synodical agenda for 1946.”

Humbly submitted,

The Consistory of the Franklin St. Church
(Was signed) J Gritter, Premdent
Wm. Kuiper, Clerk.

“Classis Grand Rapids South decldes to endorse thls overture for

consideration at Synod.
Per Clas51s Grand Rapids South,
(Signed) G. I-Iofmeyer S. C”

- B. Your Committee advises Synod:
1. Not .to adopt this overture, because:

a.- A rather thorough study of the problem in ques-
tion has been made by the Synodical Committee
reporting in 1928, and its conclusions were
adopted by Synod. :

i
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b. The overture does not prove that the confusion
is due to the alleged lack of clarity of these prin-
ciples and their recommended application.

¢. A new study of this entire problem may tend to

‘ create still more confusion among our people.

Adopted
2. To refer our consistories and peopIe to the Synodical
det):lslons mentioned above (Acts Synod ’28 pp. 86-

89 o

. Aclopted
3. Synod decides to 1ncorpo1ate the seven decisions of
the Synod of 1928 in the 1944 Acts of Synod, and to
request the editor of The Banner to insert these de-
cisions in one of the forthcoming issues. (See Sup-

. plement 22), (Continued in Art. 122).

ARTICLE 60 -
Elder J. Hubers closes this session of Synod in prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20
' Ninth Session

ARTICLE 61
After Synod unites in singing No. 256, stanzas 1, 2, 3,
~ of the Psalter Hymnal, the Rev. R, H. Haan 1nvokes the
divine blessing.
’ ARTICLE 62
Dr. G. Goris introduces the following Christian Re-
formed Chaplains present at Synod, Rev. H. Van Til, Rev.
C. Schoolland, Rev. N..De Vries, and Rev. G. Vander Kooi,
all of whom address Synod. Rev. L. Trap responds for .
Synod. (cf. Art. 22.)
‘ ARTICLE 63
Dr. G. Goris introduces the Rev. A. Karreman, dele-
gate of the Reformed Church in America, who brings the
greetings of his denomination, and requests that our Synod
send a delegate to their General Synod to be held in Hol-
land, Michigan, in 1947, when the centennial of the found-
ing of the city of Holland Michigan, will be celebrated.
Rev. W. Haverkamp responds for Synod.

ARTICLE 64
~ Dr. P. Y. De Jong, member of the Receptwn Comm@ttee,
introduces the following speakers:
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1. Mr. Nicholas Hendrikse, speaks in behalf of the Cal-
vin College Expansion Fund. ‘A large number of churches
have responded to the recommendations adopted by the
Synod of 1943 for an extra donation of $4 per family, but
many of the churches have failed to respond. The atten-
tion of these churches is called to this matter, and re-

minded of the decision of the Synod of 1943. The $4 for
" the Expansion Fund is in addition to the regular quota
" for Calvin College and Seminary. Synod is also informed
- that the people of Michigan have pledged $71,000.00. Mr.
Hendrikse is pleased to inform Synod. that.in his contacts
with the people, he has observed with appreciation great

" confidence in our educational institutions. Rev. J. T. Hol-

werda responds for Synod. (Supplement 2.)

2. Mr. M. Fakkema addresses Synod in behalf of the’
Union of Christian Schools, and the Mutual Benefit Fund
for Christian School Employees.. Dr. Y. P. De Jong re-
sponds for Synod. (cf. Art. 164.)

8. Mr. L. Steen addresses Synod in name of Bethesda
‘Sanatorium, at Denver, Colorado. Rev. J. A. Mulder re-
sponds for Synod. (ef. Art. 164.) ‘ «

4. Rev. A. H. Leeman, representative of the National
Christian Association, addresses Synod in behalf of the

work of this society. Rev. B. Essenburg responds for
'Synod. (cf. Art. 163.)

5. Miss Johanna Timmer speaks to Synod for the
AFRYWS., and Rev. A. Jabaay responds for Synod.
(cf. Art. 164)

6. The American Tract \Society was represented by
Mr. T. Christie Innes, Gen’l Sec’y, and Rev. James Putt
responds for Synod. (cf Art. 164.)

' ARTICLE 65
‘Synod decides to refer the question of the feasibility of
limiting the number of “outside” speakers addressing
Synod to the officers of Synod and the Stated Clerk. The
Committee will report at the next Synod. (ef. Art. 167.)
ARTICLE 66
Synod decides to express its appreciation of the 1nter-
est of the United States Government:

_a. in the spiritual welfare of the armed forces, and
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b. for giving Chaplains the opportunity to attend our
Synod and address us on the work of the Chaplain.
(cf. Arts, 22, 62.)
The Stated Clerk will 1nform the chief of Chaplains of
the above decision,
ARTICLE 67

Elder C. Heerema closes this session of Synod with
thanksgiving.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 21
Tenth Session

ARTICLE 68

Synod unites in singing Psalter Hymnal No. 191, and
Rev. P. Jonker, Jr., invokes the divine blessing.

ARTICLE 69 :

The roll call shows all delegates are present. Dr. R. 8.

- Wierenga has returned as delegate, and Elder G. Buist'

takes the place of Elder J. B. Petersen. Upon the request

of the President of Synod Elder Buist expresses his agree-

ment with the Forms of Unity. The clerk reads the min-

. utes of the eighth and ninth sessions, and these are ap—

" proved by Synod.

ARTICLE 70

Synod extends an advisory vote to Rev. J. M. Vande

Kieft, Secretary of the Chaplain Committee, and to Rev.

J. Breuker as Secretary of the Synodical Committee for
Home Missions. (Supplements 3, 14.) .

ARTICLE 71 ‘
The Advisory Committee on Home Missions, Rev. W.-
Haverkamp, Reporter, calls the attention of Synod to the
followmg matters:

1. Jewish Mission

A, Material submitted: Report of the Paterson He-
brew Mission Board, Report of the Chicago Jewish Mis-
sion. (Supplement 6, a and b.)

B. Recommendation:

That Synod receive these reports as 1nformatlon
Adopted.

II. Seamen’s Home at Hoboken, N. J. (Supplement 7.)
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A. The committee 1ece1ved the report of the Seamen’s
Home at Hoboken, N. J.

B. Recommendatmn

" That Synod receive this 1eport as information.
Adopted.

ARTICLE 72
The Advisory Committee, Home Missions, calls atten-
tion of Synod to: Chaplaincy Matters

A. Material submitted: Report of the Chaplains Com-
mittee. Communications from the N.A.E. Commission
‘on Army and Navy Chaplains. (Supplement 14.)

B.. Recommendations:

1. That Synod receive these documents as information.

2. That to the proposed rules pertaining to the candi-

dacy of chaplains during the interim of waiting for a call
after a discharge from service (cf. Acts, 1943, Art. 188,
p. 115 and also Agenda, Part II, p. 125) the following
amendments be made. :

a. That the amount to be paid per month, cf. point “3,”

Agenda, Part 1T, p. 125) be changed from $125.00 to
, '$150.00. (See Supplement 14.)

b. That if point “a” is adopted the amount under point
“4” in the proposed regulations be changed from
$62.50 to $75.00. Grounds:

1) Since chaplains do not have a free home $125 00
per month would not be adequate.
'2) The church should do all it can for those who
make the sacrifices 1nvolved in the chaplaincy.
- Adopted.

3. That Synod adopt the proposed ruIes and regulations -
pe1ta1n1ng to the candidacy of Chaplains and Service Pas-
tors, which, as revised are as follows:

RULES AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO
THE CANDIDACY OF CHAPLAINS AND, SERVICE
PASTORS DURING THE INTERIM OF WAITING FOR
A CALL AFTER DISCHARGE FROM SERVICE.

a.. Returning Chaplains or Service Pastors-shall have
their candidacy announced by their former Consistories
from whom they obtained leave of absence or with whom
-they have official connection. This shall be done in con-
" sultation with the Chaplain Committee so they may know
when the status of candidacy is to begm and temporary,
compensation is to be granted.
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~ b. Chaplains and Service Pastors shall notify their re-
spective Consistories concerning their candidacy upon as-
‘certaining the approximate date of their discharge. Tem- -
porary compensation shall begin when their regular pay
in the service terminates.

« ¢. Temporary compensation shall be paid to the amount
of $150 per month. Should the recipient secure other full-
time employment for which he is getting a living wage or
salary, temporary compensation shall cease to be paid.
In case of part-time employment the amount of tempo-
rary compensation to be paid shall be mutually adjusted.

d. This monthly payment shall be made, if needed, for
a period of six months. Beyond the half year it shall be
reduced one-half ($75) until the meeting of the next Synod
. when further disposition of such cases of protracted candi-
" dacy can be made by the Synod.
"~ Adopted.

4, Your committee calls the attention of Synod to the
fact that in a letter from one of the chaplains and also in
conferenec of several chaplains with our Chaplains’ Com-
mittee the matter of refresher courses for returning chap-
lains was brought to the attention of said committee. (cf.

Supplement 14.)
" Your committee advises that Synod adopt the recom-
mendation of the Chaplains’ Committee with respect to
chaplalns who wish to take a refresher course:

‘a. They must have their candidacy declared imme-
diately upon their return from military service, and

" b. They will have the privilege to receive the temporary
_compensation, according to the adopted schedule of Rules

and Regulations for three months, from the time of their

discharge, if they for the purpose of going to school defer -

entering the field to which they have been called.
Adopted.

5. . Your Committee advises Synod that at least for the
duration of the war, our church continue its relation with
the General Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains.
Grounds:

a. We have had membership in the General Commission

for more than 20 years.

b.- There is nothing in our relationship to the General .

Commission that involves compromise of our doc-
trinal position as a denomination.

L
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c¢. There is decided advantage in remaining with the
General Commission which exerts considerable influ-
ence at Washington.

d. There is no certainty as to the efficiency of the
N.A.E. Chaplain’s Commission.

Adopted.

. 6. That Synod do not enter upon the matter of the Ser-
vice Men’s Christian League (See Agenda, Part II, page
128, sub. 4), (Supplement 14). Ground:
Affiliation with the National Council of the S.M.C.L.
would make our church co-responsﬂole for its pub-
lication “The Link,” which is decidedly humamstlc
Adopted.

ARTICLE 73 \

The Advisory Committee, Home Missions, presents to
Synod : '

Home Mission Matters ‘

The Committee received the following documents: Re-
- port of the General Committee for Home Missions, Over-
tures 14, 15, 16, 17, (see Agenda, Part II, p. 160-162).
Your committee recommends that Synod receive the above
mentioned documents for information. (Supplement 8.)

A. Subsidy Matters

Recommendations:

1. That Synod approve the subs1dy of $700 recom-
mended for Dearborn by Classis Grand Rapids East.
Ground:

Since Dearborn will now bear the burden of a pas-

tor's salary alone, there is every warrant for grant-

ing the amount of $700.
. Adopted.

2. That re the subsidy of Mountain Lake the stipula-
tion of $1,300 salary be dropped. Grounds:
A careful study of the case of Mountain Lake has
shown that dropping this stipulation would be in
the best interest of all parties concerned.
Adopted.

3. That Ackley be granted $500 subsidy as recommend-

ed by classis Ostfriesland. Ground:
‘ The situation of Ackley is such that it is-entitled to
" $500 subsidy.
Adopted.
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4., That Synod adopt the entire l1st of proposed sub-
sidies as revised.
Adopted.

5. That Synod adopt the recommendations given in the
Notes 1, and 2 (ef. Agenda, Part 11, page 29), (Supple-
ment 3) which reads as follows:

Note 1: That where the allowances are conditional upon
an increase of salary, the allowance shall be reduced
by 50% of the recommended increase if the raise is
not met by the congregation involved.

.Note 2: That all congregations whose allowance de-
pends on an increase in salary notify the Treasurer
of the General Home Missions Committee before the
close of 1944 concerning the action taken by them in
-the' matter.

Adopted.

6. That Synod adopt the following recommendations of
the. General Commit’cee ‘in re bonuses for subsidized
churches:

A, That bonuses be allowed for 1945 according to the
same scale as in 1944, namely five per cent of the subsidy
allowed to those congregahons paying a salary of §1,500
or more; 10 per cent to those paying $1,400 salary; 15 per
cent to those paying a salary of $1,300 and 20 per cent to
those paying a salary of $1,200. These bonuses are to be
paid to the pastors involved and the congregations are
urged to pay a 10 per .cent bonus on their part of the sal-
. ary. (cf. Acts, 1948, page 60) Supplement 3, 4,:B, note 3).

b. However, your committee advises that;:due to find-
ing it difficult to know just what the basis is on which the
bonus is to be computed, it be based on total income of
the pastor instead of technically designated salary. In
order that this may be done, bonuses are to be paid at the
end of the year when the income can be, at least with a
nmieasure of certalnty, deSIgnated

Adopted.

7. In this connection your Advisory Committee calls
the attention of Synod to Overture of Class1s Hackensack
" which reads as follows:

a. ‘““Classis Hackensack petitions Synod to increase the
support of tl}e subsidized churches by granting a larger



ARTICLE 73 39

bonus in view of the increased cost of living due to the
war.

b. The recommendation of your Committee is that Syn-
od declare it cannot grant the request of Classis Hacken-
sack to increase the bonuses of subsidized churches.
Grounds:

1) The higher cost of living should be met by increases
in salaries.

2) There is always opportunity to make adjustments
In special cases.

Adopted.

" 8. The Advisory Committee recommends that Synod
approve the following:

a. Upon the recommendation of local Home Mission
Committees, continuation of aid was promised the follow-
. ing churches: Arlene, Mich.; Bethel-Allison, Iowa; Bir-
namwood, Wis.; Crookston, Minn. ; ; Delavan, Wis. ; Gr ange-
ville, Idaho; Sultan Wash Holland Center, S. D Pine
. Creek, M1ch Plpestone, M1nn Rock Raplds, Iowa Sib-
ley, Iowa Sioux Falls, S. D.; Tracy, Towa; West Branch
Mich.; and Zillah, Wash.

Adopted

b. The aid to Arlene, Mlchlgan was increased from
$650 to $700 with the understanding that the salary be .
raised by $100. The aid for Birnamwood, Wis., was in-
creased from $700 to $800 because the congregatlon is
very small and yet desired to call on a salary of $1,500.
Upon our recommendation Crookston is calling on $100
higher salary with the same aid.

Rock Rapids raised its salary to $1,400 and Pipestone to
$1,320 and aid was continued on that basis. Sioux Falls
was promised $500 on a $1,500 salary. West Branch was
allowed an increase of $100 with the understanding that
they call on a salary increased by $200

Adopted.

¢. Churches which had not received aid in the past but
now requested assistance were:

1) Seattle, Washington, which upon recommendation

of the Classis was granted $800 on a $2,000 salary;

2) Sarnia, Ontario, Canada, which upon recommenda-

tion of the Classis was allowed $700 .on a $1,500. 00

salary; :
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3) Cedar, Iowa, which upon recommendation was al-
lowed $750 on a $1,500 salary;

4) Hamshire, Texas, which upon recommendatlon was’
allowed $600 on a- $1,600 salary.

Adopted.

d. When the Rev. A. H. Kort, pastor of the Hoboken
church, was removed by death, the consistory felt con-
strained to continue salary payment to Mrs. Kort for at
least three months and asked continuation of aid for that
purpose. This was granted

Adopted.

e. Assistance toward the payment.of moving expenses
was granted: Newton, Iowa, $89.69; Western Springs,
11, $157.42; Bemis, S. D., $147.50; Pipestone, Minn.,
$103.87; Arcadia, Calif., $300; Conrad, Mont., $300; and
Sultan, Wash $300

Adopted

ARTICLE 74 :

Your Advisory Committee, Home Missions, recommends
“for Service Pastors:

1. That the rules governing candidacy and temporary
compensation of Service Pastors proposed by General
Committee be amended as follows: (cf. Home Mission Re-
port VII, E), (Sée Supplement 3).

a. That the amount to be paid per month (see point.¢
under proposed rules be changed to read $150 1nstead
of $125.

b. That the amount under point “d” be changed to read
375 instead of $62.50. Grounds: )
1. This makes the amended rules for Service Pas—

tors identical to the revised rules for Chaplains. .
. 2. The situation of Service Pastors is in this re-
‘ spect 1d<§ntlcal to that of Chaplains. (See Art.
72 B, 3

2. That Synod adopt the proposed rules for candidacy
and temporary compensation of Chaplains to apply to
. Service Pastors. For rules and regulatlons for Chaplains.
(See Art. 72, B, 3.)

3. Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to an
Overture of Classis California which reads as follows:

a. “Classis California overtures Synod that the work in all the
military camps within the bounds of our various Classes be assigned
to our Classical Home Missions Committees; so that they may carry
on this work in co-operation with the Executive Committee for Home
Missions in the same manner as they are now co-operating with the
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Executive Commlttee in the regular Home Missions work. Grounds:
1) These committees are on the scenes where the camps are found.
2) This work is badly in need of codrdination.

3) Proper report should also be made to the local bodles who are
best” able to judge on the requirements of this work.

4) Thus missionaries or service pastors would be -encouraged by
the assistance and advice given them by the local committees.”

. b. The recommendation of your Advisory Committee
is that in view of the fact that only one of our service pas-,

tors labors within the territory of a Classis, it is impracti- | 7

cable to place the work in military camps under the super-
vision of the Classical Home Mission Comrmttees (Con-
tinued in Art. 78.) )

Adopted.

ARTICLE 75

Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, secretary of the Chaplain Com-
mittee, reads to Synod three letters of the Chaplains Goote,
Van Schouwen and Verbrugge.

Synod authorizes Rev. Vande Kieft to express to these
chaplains the assurance of the prayers of Synod, and of
the continued interest of our Church of the valued ser-.
.vices rendered as chaplains in the armed forces of our

nation.
. ARTICLE 76
Elder J. Stap closes this session of Synod with thanks-
giving.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21
Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 77
Synod unites in singing No. 176 of the Psalter Hymnal,
and the Rev. James Putt invokes the blessing of God.

. ARTICLE 178 .

Synod continues the report of the Advisory Committee
on Home Missions: in re. Church Extension: (cf. Art, 74.)
- The Advisory Committee recommends that:

1. Synod approve: o

a. Transfer of the Rev. D. Mellema to Ypsilanti. (Sup-
plement 3.)

Adopted.

b. Extension of time of service of the Rev. Wm. Meyer
at Sioux City, Iowa. Inasmuch as the ministry of the Rev.
William Meyer at Sioux City, Iowa, is appreciated and
the attendance has increased, and both the congregation
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and the Home Mission Committee of Classis Orange City

desire that his term of service at Sioux City be extended,

it was decided that the Rev. Meyer continue to serve in

the present field as long as it may be deemed necessary.
Adopted.

2. That-Synod approve the action of the General Home
Mission Committee in re Worcester, Mass. Grounds:

a. There is a shortage of home missionaries. _

b. There are more promising fields at this time than
Worcester, Mass., and these fields, therefore, should
be opened first.

Adopted.

3. That Synod approve of the following nominations
for the position of Home missionary: The Reverends R.
Rienstra, P. De Koekkoek, Peter De Jong, H. Peterson,
G. J. Rozenboom, Lawrence Veltkamp, R. C. De Groot,
J. F. Schuurmann, R. Veenstra, O. Breen, J. T. Holwerda,
and Candidate A. Hoekema.

Adopted.

4, That Synod elect a member-at-large and an alternate
member-at-large and approve the following nomination:
The Messrs. M. De Jonge, P. Marcusse, Ralph Kooi, J.
Vander Wal, M. De Young, Jelle Hekman J. Smeelink, W.
Hofstra.

The result of the ballot is that Mr. J. Vander Wal is
chosen by Synod. to serve as member-at-large, and Mr. J.
Hofstra as the alternate.

ARTICLE 79
. That in re Preaching Missions your Home Missions
Committee advises Synod adopt the following: -

1. Considering that the need of the Reformed witness
today is as urgent as it was last year, Synod authorize the
Home Mission Committee to initiate and conduct Preach-
ing Missions in communities where our Church is not
strongly represented.

2. Profiting from the experience of last year, congre-.
gations be approached in communities where our Church
is not strongly represented for the purpose of strengthen-
ing our witness in those places.

3. That churches which welcome Preachmg M1ssmns be
urged to put forth intensive efforts to reach outsiders.

4, That the messages which are delivered shall not
merely be evangelical deliverances, but that they shall also
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be pronouncements of the truths which are generally neg-

lected and demand emphasis in our day. We refer to the

sovereignty of God and the all sufficiency of Christ in
“every relationship of life. (Supplement 3, 7, 50.)
Adopted.

: ARTICLE 80 |

Your Committee, Home Missions, calls the attention' of
 Synod to an Overture of Classis Ostfriesland, which reads

as follows: :

A. Classis approved the following overture and decided to send
it to Synod: “The Consistory of the Hollandale Chr. Ref. Church
respectively requests Classis Ostfriesland to overture Synod as fol-
lows: (A) That an additional $100.00 (making a total .of $200.00)
be appropriated for travel expenses incurred in visiting patients at
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn.; (B) Furthermore that travel ex-
penses be paid at the rate of six dollars per trip. Grounds for (A):

1. The Hollandale Minister has received regular Hospital Chap-
lain status, and the Clinic expects that weekly calls be made on
patients.

2. Since this “set-up” was instituted, notification cards are sent
out' by the Clinic, informing the hospital chaplain immediately
after a Christian Reformed patient registers. An average of
3 to 4 patients are in Rochester hospitals evéry week.

3. From a practical point of view, this work is very worth-while.
The sick, as well as those accompanying them, appreciate this
service very much. Furthermore here is an excellent mission
opportunity. Contacts are easily made and most people are
receptive to the Gospel. Ground for (B):

The distance from Hollandale to Rochester is 120 miles
(round trip), by the shortest route. If gravel roads are not in
good condition, the distance is 140 miles. Present war condi-
tions necessitate nearly 5c a mile to make expenses.” (Classis
Ostfriesland.) :

B. Your Advisory Committee recommends:

1. That this work be placed under the supervision of
the General Committee for Home Missions.

2. That report of this work be rendered quarterly to’

the Classical Home Missions of Ostfriesland and to the
General Committee for Home Missions.

3. That the chaplain who performs this work be al-
lowed $6 expenses per trip, and $300 per year for his ser-
vices.

4. Home Missions Committee considers feasibility of
doing Mission work in Rochester, Minn. Grounds:
a. This will comply with the request in overture.

b. This work, which is now a personal matter will, if
these recommendations are adopted, become the re-
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sponsibility of committees which could seek to make
arrangements for this work in the eventuality of a
vacancy at Hollandale, Minnesota.
¢. This work is deserving of remuneration, and the ex-
penses be defrayed by the Home Mlssmns Fund of
Synod.
Adopted.
' ARTICLE 81
The Advisory Committee on-Home Missions presents to
Synod the matter appearing in the Report of Home Mis-
sion Committee, (cf. Supplement 3, Point F under VII)
touchmg Meetmg Places, and recommends

A. That 310,000 be earmarked annually in the Church
Extension Fund, for the purpose of providing chapels or
meeting places. G'rozmds .

1. Meeting places are an important factor in church
extension work.

2. The use of stores and similar meeting places is a
decided handlcap in the work, for it easily creates
the impression that our church extension work is
the activity of a sect rather than a bona fide denomi-
nation.

3. Our new venture in Church Extension to wit: reach-
‘ing out into the American world with our Reformed
witness, makes suitable meetmg places more impera-
“tive than ever.

B. To limit. the amount of money which shall consti-
tute such a building fund to $40,000 so that, if the fund
is not used for a year or two, it shall not contmue to accu-
.mulate indefinitely.

C. Since no provision has been made for such purposes
in the 1944 budget, to allow the Church Extension Com-
mittee the privilege of appropriating up to $10,000 of the
present surplus in the Church Ex’censmn Fund for this
. purpose, if necessary. '
Adopted. ' 7
ARTICLE 82

Your Advisory Committee calls attention of Synod to
the request of the Synodical Home Missions Committee in
Point F, IV, (Supplement 3) reading as follows:

A. “To specify that, when a field is sufficiently devel-
. oped to have a pastor of its own, the Church Help Fund
shall reimburse the Church Extension Fund the sum which



ARTICLE 83 45

the Church Extension Fund has loaned, and the newly
organized Church shall repay the Church Help Fund ac-

- _cording to the rules of that Fund. Grounds:

1. The Church Help Fund serves in aiding organized:
churches when these are able to assume such obliga-
tions.

2. It is preferable that for the sake of preventing con-
fusion, only one fund receive the repayment of
loans.”

B. Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the follow-
ing rule: When a congregation is sufficiently developed .
to have a Pastor of its own it shall purchase the meeting
place at its appraised value, provided by the General Com-
mittee for Home Missions, with the understanding that
the Church Extension Fund be not expected to carry the
unpaid balance, but that with the aid of “Church Help
Fund” such a field shall at once meet its obligation to the
-Church Extension Fund. Grounds:

1. The stipulation, that Church Help reimburse. the
Church Extension Fund the amount loaned a specific
field for its building, is inequitable, since it does not
take account of the depreciation in value of a meet—
ing place in question.

2. The stipulation advanced by the Home Missions
Committee would actually change the character of
the Church Help Fund, as we now have it, namely,
a fund to help congregatwns to purchase thelr own
property.

Adopted.

ARTICLE 83

Your Advisory Committee presents CHURCH HELP -
MATTER. (Supplement 4.) :

A. Your committée recommends that Synod receive the
report of the committee for Church Help as information.
Agenda, Part II, p. 106 ff; and that Rev. Wassink be given
the courtesy of the floor on this matter,

- Adopted.

‘ B. Your committee reminds Synod that “the term of
. the present members of the committee again expires this

year, and the alternate, Rev. Triezenberg, has left for -

Everett, Washington.” According to the Articles of In-
corporatlon the majority of the committee must reside in
the state of Iowd. (cf. Art. 167 )

Adopted.
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C. Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to the °
request of the Church Help Committee (cf. Agenda II, pp.
106, 107) to drop Art. 7 of the Rules for Church Help
The article reads as follows: (See Supplement 4.) ’
. “The method of repayment of sums received from the Fund is as
follows: (1) ‘Churches that repay all money received from the
Pund in five years after the date on which the loan was made, shall
receive a discount of 20% of the principal; (2) Churches that repay
all money received. from the Fund w1th1n ten years after the date
on which the loan was made, shall receive a discount of 10% of the
principal; (8) Churches that repay all money received from the
Fund w1th1n fifteen years aftér the date on which the loan was

made, shall receive a discount of 5% of the principal; (4) Churches
" ‘that owe any of the money received from the Fund fifteen years
after the date on which the loan was made, shall be required to
‘repay the principal entirely” (Acts 1930, Art. 99, p. 114).

Your Committee advises Synod. to accede to the request
of the Church Help Committee, and delete Art. 7 of the
Rules for Church Help, and be put 1nto effect January 1,
1945, Grounds:

1. The grounds advanced for rule 7 do not hold. (Acts

1930, p. 114). -

a. It is not correct to say that this rule gives equal
consideration to all, for the rule mamfestly
favors the more prosperous churches.

b. It cannot be proved that this rule encourages
‘prompt payment.

¢. The third ground advanced in 1980 is no ground,
but only an attempt to refute an anticipated ob-
jection. _

2. This rule is contrary to the character of Church

Help Fund which is intended to be a revolving Fund

) and not a fund for making grants to our churches.

3. This rule provides reductlons to churches which
least need it.

4. This rule is contrary to good business pohcy (Con-

tinued in Art. 130.)

Adopted.
‘ ARTICLE 84
The Advisory Committee on General Missions (Indian
and Foreign Missions) Rev. F. De Jong, Reporter brings
the following matters to the attention of Synod:
A. Material presented to the Committee:
1. The Annual Report of the Christian Reformed

Board of Missions for 1944. (Supplement 5.)

2. O%erltgges—cf Agenda, Part II, Overtures 1-10, pp.

1
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B. Your Committee recommends that Synod arrange
to have the Rev. F. Vander Stoep, delegate of General
Conference to Board and Synod, address Synod on the
outstanding problems on our Indian mission field; it fur-
ther recommends that Synod grant to the Secretary of
Missions an opportunity to introduce to Synod all mis-
smnr;mes who can be present at the tlme (cf. Arts 100,
116 :

Adopted.

C. Your Committee recommends that Synod grant the
request -of the
1. Board of General Missions to retain the Farmington
post, (cf. Report, Sec. 2, A3, Supplement 5) and that:
a. First Cicero be designated as the calling Church.
b. That the following trio be presented to the calling
church: Rev. R. O. De Groot, Rev. A. W. Hoogstrate,
Rev. J. B. Ibershof.
Adopted.

2. REHOROTH EDUCATIONAL MATTERS: The Board sub-
mits the following recommendatlons to - Synod (Supple-
“ment 5, Sec. 2, A, 9.)

a. The adoptlon of the recommendatlon of General
Conference for the appointment of a home economics
teacher. We advise its adoption. '

Adopted. L

b. That the Board be authorized to place another
$10,000 in our 1945 budget for the Rehoboth school
to be used after Synod approves of a new building
program and when p110r1t1es can be secured.

Grounds:

1) A new building is needed, not only for the devel-
opment of the high school, but also for the con-
tinued efficiency of the grade school, as the old
bulldlng is in poor condition. '

2) This is in line with the policy of the 1943 Synod
which appropriated $10,000 for this purpose sub-
ject to similar stlpulatmns

Adopted.

3. STAR LAKE (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, A, 15).
The Sherman St. Church is considering the alternative of
calling an ordained man for this ﬁeld or appomtmg an
unordained Campworker :
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We propose that the. followmg names be’ presented to
Sherman Street.
a. If an ordained man is preferred
Rev. J. B. Ibershof.
Rev. J. H. Steenwyk.
Rev. H, Vander Klay.
b. If unordained:
Mr. H. Buikema—Grand Raplds
Mr. J. Van Dyk—Chicago.
Adopted.

4. TOHATCHI (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, A, 17).

Due to the removal of Rev. and Mrs. W. Goudberg from
Tohatchi the Board asks Synod to make a new trio to sub-
mit to Classis Holland. We advise that this be done and
propose the following names:

' Rev. J. R. Kamps.
Rev. L. Veltkamp.
Rev. G. Rozenboom.
Adopted.

5. Two WELLS (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, A, 18)..
" Due to the vacancy at Two Wells we recomimend that
- Synod present the following Duo to the Fuller Ave Church
Rev. C. Abbas. ,
Rev. J. B. SW1erenga
Adopied.

6. ZUNI (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, A, 19).

The Board “endorses the request of the Zuni Local Con-
ference for the addition of a home economics teacher at
Zuni and asks Synod for its approval.”

Adopted.

ARTICLE 85

The Advisory Committee, General Missions, presents
the following: EDUCATING THE CHILDREN OF MISSION-
ARIES (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, B, 2).

The greatest sacrlﬁce demanded of missionaries is that
many of them have to send their children away from home
to school during the tender years of their lives. In order
~ to reduce this problem to a minimum the Board submits

for the approval of Synod a decision reached by the Board
on cri'ecommendation of General Conference. This decision
reads -

For those parents who have.no sat1sfactory school facil-
ities at their disposal and who do not prefer to teach their
own children in the home, the followmg provision is made
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a. The Rehoboth grade school is available for the use
of the children of missionaries.

b. Separate dormitory accommodations will be pro-
vided for these children when Synod makes the necessary
‘appropriations and government building restrictions are
removed; if no other space is available, the hospital can
be used temporarily. for a dormitory, insofar as this deci-
sion does not conflict with other decisions made for the use
of the hospital building.

c. A matron will be engaged to care for these children;
consideration will be given to the possibility of one of the
hospital nurses taking on this added responsibility.

d. The Finance Committee is instructed to work out
the details as to what bearing this decision will have on
our present regulations for special allowances for children
at school away from home.

Adonpted.

ARTICLE 86
The Advisory Committee, General Missions, calls atten-
tion of Synod to:

1. THE PLACE OF UNORDAINED MISSIONARIES ON OUR
INDIAN FIELD.

" In their ANNUAL REPORT to Synod of 1944, the
‘Board asks for Synod’s approval of a report accepted by
the Board at its last meeting. This report deals with two
distinet matters pertaining to “The Place of Unordained
Missionaries on' the Indian Field.” The first part of the
report speaks of “The Church Homes of our white mem-
bership, and the second part deals with, “The Matter of
Official Status of our Unordained Workers.” (Supplement
5, Sec. 2, B, 38.) ~

A. First in regard to “The Church Homes of our thte
Membership.” If and when the so-called “Mixed Churches
on the Indian Field arée dissolved and a purely Indian
Native church is established, as the new plan on the Mis-
sion Field calls for, the question arises as to where the
membership of our unordained workers from then on shall
reside. The report goes on to show that in the case of our
workers on the China and Africa fields, such member-
ship resides with the home church of these workers and
that besides this they are permitted to hold associate mem-
bership in the local church on the field. (Supplement 5,
Sec. 2, B, 3L.) A
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The Board asks Synod’s approval that “missionaries and
their families have their membership in their home, sup-
porting, or calling church, with associate membership in
the native church, if they so desire.”

Your committee calls attention to the article dealing
with this matter in the “MISSION ORDER,” Art. VIII,
Section 2, which reads: “As to their church membership”
(i. e., that of unordained missionaries) ‘“‘they should be
%qtilsée’ members of one of our organizéd churches on the

ield.”

'B. Your committee advises Synod to authorize to bring
the Mission Order in harmony with the above matter.

Adopted.

II. Second in regard to “The Matter of Official Status
o{ )our Unordained Workers.” (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, B 3,
I

A. Another question arises if the “mixed” churches
dissolve. White, unordained workers have served until
now as official elders of the organized church on the field.
This office automatically falls away when the white mis-
sion worker no longer remains a member of this native
. church. There is some misgiving in the mind of the un-
ordamed workers that when they lose their position as
elders in the.church which they are trying to build, they
thereby lose their official position in teaching and admln-
istering dlsc1p11ne in the native church. This mng‘an‘lg
(in the opinion of your committee) is not well based, since
the official position of unordained workers was g’iven them
not by the church which they are trying to build, but by
the church which sent them out. Since, however, some of
our unordained workers have this misgiving the problem
ought to be faced in order that they may do their work
with a clear conviction as to the source of their authority
as missionaries. In the report which the Board has ac-
cepted there is a clear recognition of the fact that an un-
ordained missionary can, by virtue of “the office of be-
liever,” carry on his work of teaching and admonishing;
and that he does not need to be a minister or an elder in
~order to effectively witness for his Lord.

B. In order that there may be no confusion regarding
some of these fundamental ideas, we recommend :

That Synod instruct the Board to make a thorough
study of the status of our unordained workers and come -
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with recommendations for clarification and poss1b1e im-
provement: Grounds: _
1. The Board itself is of the opinion that this ques-

tion has not been fully solved.
2. This question arose in conjunction with the intro-
g‘ucﬁion of the Native Church Plan on the Indian
ie
Adopted.

" C. Your Committee recommends that Synod instruct

the Board of General Missions to make a thorough study

of the “Evangelist’s Office,” and its exercise in our denom-

mat)lonal mlssmnary work. (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, B, 8§,

111 :
Adopted.

D. Your Committee advises Synod that the Board of
General Missions be asked to clarify such terms as e. g.,
“Evangelist,” “Believer’s Roll;” “Missionary,” ete.,, and
that Synod declare that in the meantime the unordained
workers continue their labors on the basis of the mandate
~of Synod and of Synod’s agency. (Continued in Art. 91.)
Adopted. ,

ARTICLE 87
Elder H. Van Laar closes this session with thanksgiving.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 22
Twelfth Session

ARTICLE 88
Synod unites in singing No. 377 of the Psalter Hymnal
and Dr. Herman Kuiper leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 89
The call of the roll shows all delegates present

) ARTICLE 90 ,
The minutes of the Tenth and Eleventh sessions of
Synod are read and approved.

ARTICLE 91
Synod continues the report of the Advisory Committee
-on General Missions Rev. F. De Jong, Reporter (cf. Art.
86) on the question of:—
, A. AUTOMOBILE MILEAGE ALLOWANCE (Supplement 5,
- Sec. 2, B, 4.) :
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A decision of the Board in regard to this matter reads:

“The Board will pay 4 cents for each mile the mission-
ary’s car is used in mission service, retroactive to Janu-
ary 1st, 1944. The depreciation allowance remains un-
changed, namely, $10.00 a month; and the amount is re-
tained in the Board treasury until the missionary needs
it to buy a new car.”

B. We recommend that the four cents allowance be
raised to five cents and that with this change the decision
. be adopted. Grounds:

1. Traveling conditions on the mission field.
2. Present high cost of expenses in traveling.

ARTICLE 92
The Advisory Committee, General Missions, calls the at-
tention of Synod to the:’

SUDAN FIELD (Supplement 5, Sec. 4, B, C).

A. The Board recommends to Synod that “a nomination
composed of two ministers be submitted to Fourteenth St.
Church for the next call.” We recommend that Synod sub-
- mit the names of Rev. J. T. Holwerda, and Rev. Paul
Ouwinga.

- Adopted.

B. The Board comes to Synod with the request that it
be given the authority to send out two additional single
women workers to the Sudan. These are not to take the
place of the two men authorized last year, but are to be
in addition to those two. The Board’s recommendation is
subject to the stipulation that the Lupwe force declares
" there is work for such additional single women, and that
the applicants pass the necessary physical examination.
The three applicants are: the Misses Betty Vanden Berg,
Mary Cook, and Margaret Dykstra.

Adopted.

C. Third in régard to problems connected w1th the
Sudan Work. (Supplement 5, Sec. 4, 1.)

1. LITURGICAL FORMS.

a. The first problem deals with Liturgical Forms for
the use of the church in the Sudan. There has gradually
grown up, not only in our church at Lupwe, but in the
other churches of the Sudan United Mission and. its
branches a set of liturgical forms comprising Order of:
Worship, Form for the Dedication of Infants, Form for
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the Baptism of Infants, Form for the Recognition of Mar-
riage, Form for the Baptism of Adults, Form for Confes-
sion of Faith, Form for Receiving into Church Member-
ship, Form for the Communion Service, Form for the In-
stallation of Elders, and Form for the Burial of the Dead. .
The Board adopted and passes on to Synod for approval
_the following decisions:

“The tentative forms submitted by Rev. E. H. Smith are -
to be laid before Synod. with the request that. Synod author-
ize the Board to make a thorough study of these forms,
both as to content and form, and that in that study con-
sultation shall be had w1th one conversant w1th African
mentality and language.”

Adopted.

b. In order that the Board may work eﬁ“1c1ent1y at its
task, we recommend that Synod express itself -at this stage
‘on the following points:

1. It would be best that the liturgical forms for the
-Sudan be patterned after, and on the whole embody .the
content of, the liturgical forms as found in our Psalter-
‘Hymnal and it would be wise and necessary to simplify
them even more radically than the forms for communion
.and baptism have been done for Indian and China fields.

2. It is unnecessary to legislate at all on the matter of
the form for the burial of the dead, in view of the fact that
funerals are private family affairs.

3. 1t is not necessary to make use of “The Dedication
Service” in a church that practices infant baptism. The
advantage sought by this procedure can be secured by the
useJc }?fda Cradle Roll in the Sunday School or by similar
methods

Adopted

2. CHURCH UNION (Supplement 5, Sec. 4, D, 2).

The second problem deals with the matter of Church
Union in Africa. It is a problem because it is evident that
the Sudan United Mission, from whom we took over the
Lupwe station, contemplates one union church through-
out the entire area which it occupies and this desire of
the S.U.M. was clearly made known to the Christian Re-
formed Church before we took over the Lupwe field. On
the other hand, the Christian Reformed Church definitely
- stipulated that it reserved -the right to develop its work
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on the Lupwe field along strictly Reformed lines and no
one raised the point that this might conflict with the
S.U.M. ideal that there be one union church. The Board
is not ready to make a final decision on this problem, but
it did decide to:

a. Ask of Rev. E. H. Smith as our representative on
the Field Council that he continue his work on the .
matter with greatest care;

b. Ask of him to continue to keep the Board fully 1n-
formed of developments;

.G * Inform Synod of these developments.

Adom‘ed
ARTICLE 93
In accordance with the Mission Order, Art. 1, Sec. 5,

the Board submits to Synod the following nomlnatmns,
from which Synod is to choose three members-at-large.

Myr. Henry Denkema Dr. Richard Wierenga
Mzr. John Kos Mr. Fred Oldemulder
Mr. Ralph Kooi Mr. Harry Boersma

Synod votes by ballot and the Messrs. Denkema, Kos,
and Wierenga are elected, with Ralph Kooi, Fred Olde-
mulder, and Harry Boersma as alternates.

ARTICLE 94
The Adv1sory Committee, General Missions, presents for
Synod’s consideration the:

Advance Program (See Supplement 5, Sec. V, B, 1-5).

A. The Board has endorsed and now submits for Syn-
od’s approval a lengthy report called “Advanced Pro-
gram.” Art. VI deals with “RESOLUTIONS.”

1. The first resolution reads: “We recommend that the
‘Board endorse and pass on for the approval of the Synod
the positions taken in section I to V of this report.”

Your committee has read and studied these sections of
the report and asks that Synod endorse the positions taken
in them with the exception of II 4. We believe that this
is a sweeping statement touching upon international prob-
. lems and that it should not be endorsed by Synod.

Adopted.

2. The second resolution reads: ‘“We recommend that
_the Board take the position that it would be desirable to -
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© bring about a greater degree of harmony in the various
. financial policies now followed on our three separate fields
among the Indians, Chinese, and Sudanese; especially in
_ so far as these policies bear on the support of nafive evan-
gelists, the erection of buildings for worship, and the sub-
sidizing of native congregatlons

B, Recommendations:

1. We recommend that the Board add to their resolu-
tion so that it ‘reads: (See Supplement 5, Sec. V, B, VI, 2
line 6) “especially in so far as these policies bear on the
support of native evangelists, the erection of buildings for
worship, hospitals, and schools.”

Adopted.

2. Your coﬂlmlttee recommends that the name of Miss
Anna Petter be deleted from the llst appearing in (Supple--
" ment 5, Sec. 5, BI, 4).

Adopted.

ARTICLE 95

" The Advisory Committee, Geneml Mzsswns calls atten—
~ tion of Synod to:

s % 41;EISSIONS IN THE EAST INDIES (Supplement 5, Sec.
A request comes to Synod from the Board of Missions

asking that Synod instruct the Board “fo look into the

possibilities of subsidizing the mission work of De Neder-

landsche Gereformeerde Kerken in the East Indies.”
Adopted. :

B. In connection with this the Board calls the attention
of Synod to a letter of Mr. J. Stad of Aldersgrove, British
. Columbia. The work of missions in the East Indies is al-
ready receiving some support from some of our churches
and now Mr. Stad is requesting in his letter that this sup-
port be increased, as he states it, ‘liefst geregeld collectelen :
ter versterking van het daarvoor reeds opgerlchte fonds.”

Adopted. |

'ARTICLE 96 ,
The Advisory Committee, General Missions, presents to -
Synod for its approval the:

. A. APPROVED LIST OoF MISSIONARY CALLS (Supplement
5, See. 5, II). . ,
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For an approved list from which the Board can make
trios for the extending of calls to our various mission
fields, we submit the followmg names:

Rev. C. Abbas . Rev. Henry Petersen
Rev. Jacob Cupido - Rev. Gysbert Rozenboom:
Rev. R. O. De Groot . Rev, John H. Steenwyk
Rev. John Ehlers Rev. John B. Swierenga
Rev. J. T. Holwerda- Rev. Lawrence Veltkamp
Rev. A. W. Hoogstrate - Rev. Ralph Wildschut
Rev. J. B. Ibershof : Rev. Cornelius Witt
Rev. E. Oostendorp Rev. F. Netz -

Rev. O. Breen Rev. R. H. Haan

Rev. H. Vander Klay Rev. A. Persenaire

Rev. Paul Ouwinga -

B. We also recommend that Synod give the Board per-
mission to use the names of any of the ministers who are
now serving .as Chaplains in the Arimy and Navy if and
when they should again be released from service in the
armed forces.

- ARTICLE 97 ‘
The Adv1sory Comnuttee General Missions, proposes to
Synod to approve the proposﬁ:lons of the Board:

1. To SELL THE FRANCIS AVENUE RESIDENCE (Supple-
ment 5, Sec. 5, G).

Since our Francis Ave. MlSSlOIl House has not proved
well adapted for the use of missionaries on furlough, the
Board authorized its Finance Committee to arrange for
the sale of this house and we now submit this decision for
the approval of Synod.

Adopted.

2. To CaLL TO THE CHINA FIELD.

The Midland Park and Fremont congregations have each
undertaken to call and support a missionary for the China
Field. If the desired response is secured these new mis- -
sionaries will be sent to the Peking School of Chinese
Studies, temporarily located on the campus of the Uni-
versity of California in Berkeley.

Your Committee recommends that the followmg trio
be submitted to Midland Park: Rev. C. Abbas, Rev. A. W.
Hoogstrate, Rev. P. Ouwinga. (Contmued in Art. 102.)

Adopted. .
ARTICLE 98
Rev. J. A "Mulder closes the session of Synod with
prayer.
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 22
Thirteenth Session

ARTICLE 99

Synod unites in singing No. 389 of the Psalter Hymnal
and the Rev. J. D. Pikaart leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 100

Dr. J. C. De Korne introduces to Synod the (ef. Art.
84) retired veteran Indian missionary, Rev. H. Fryling;
Miss Helen De Lange, teacher in our Zuni-school; and Miss
Margaret Dykstra, volunteer for work on one of our mis-
sion fields. Dr. H. Beets, former Stated Clerk of Synod,
also briefly addresses Synod. The President of Synod fit-
tingly responds. (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, B, 5.)

ARTICLE 101
The Advisory Committee, Protests and Appea,ls Dr. P.
Y. De Jong, Reporter, calls the attention of Synod to the
following matters which are legally before Synod:
" A. Material:

1. Protest of K. Vander Molen, Mrs. K. Van-
~der Molen, J. Schulthouse and Mrs. J. Schult-
house a.galnst the action of the Consistory of

. First Cicero and Classis Chicago North.

2. Communication of Consistory of First Cicero
to Classis Chicago North, May 8, 1944, -

3. Historical Survey of the Case presented by
Consistory of First Cicero to Classm Ch1cago
North, May 8, 1944.

4. Decision of Classis Chicago North in re First
Cicero Case, May 17, 1944.

5. Protest of K Vander Molen, Mrs. K. Vander
Molen, J. Schulthouse and Mys. J. Schulthouse -
against the action of. Classis Chicago North,
June 7, 1944,

6. Copies of Court Records in re Divorce-Cases.

7. Communication of Consistory of First Cicero
to Synod of 1944, June 5, 1944,

B. HISTORY OF THE CASE.

This case involves the question of admission to mem-
- bership in one of our churches of persons who are the
guilty parties in divorces in which adultery was involved.
These two are designated as Mr. A and Mys. A.
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Mr. A. was divorced by his wife o December 20, 1943,
. on the grounds of' “wilful desertion.” Mrs. A. divorced
her husband on the grounds of “repeated cruelty’’ on
August 5, 1940, after testifying that she had been a “good,
true, and v1rtuous wife’ during all the years of her mar- .
riage. Both, however, have now confessed before the Con-
sistory of F1rs’c Clcero that they had illicit relations with
each other while still married to their first mates. Some-
time after the divorces they married each other. A few
yvears after this both the first wife of Mr. A. and the first
husband of Mrs. A. were married to other parties.

A little more than a year ago Mr. and Mrs. A. began
to attend the First Cicero church. In December of last year
they confessed their sins before the Consistory and two
or three months later professed their faith before the same
body. The Consistory decided to accept them and an-
nounced this to the congregation. Against this action four
members (two families) of the church have protested.

The ‘contention of the protestants is that these two indi-
viduals are now enjoying the fruits of their sins and are
living in an illicit relationship. They adduce 'as their
grounds the decisions of the Synods of 1890 (Art. 66, p.
24) and 1908 (Art. 54, p. 839) and hold that as long as
the present relatlonshlp between Mr. and Mrs. A. is main-
‘tained, their membership in our churches is barred.

The Consistory, to the contrary, maintains that these
people today are no longer living in an adulterous rela-
_tion, since their former mates have taken advantage of
their Biblical prerogative of remarriage as the innocent
and aggrieved parties. Because this act of the innocent
parties has dissolved the original marriage ties, the Con-
sistory argues that the guilty parties also are no longer
bound by their first marriages which no longer exist. The
Consistory then adduces thé Report of the Advisory Com-
mittee of the Synod of 1934 (Acts of 1934, p. 142, 143).
Furthermore, they call attention to the decisions of the
Synod of 1936 in re two concrete cases. (Acts of 1936,
p. 145), where similar though not entirely parallel cases
obtained. It then asks the question whether such sins of
adultery can be forgiven or not.

The Classis Chicago North upheld the decision of the
Consistory of First Cicero by a vote of thirteen to seven.
The vote included the two delegates of the Consistory in-
. volved. The protestants then signified their intentions to
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~appeal to Synod. The Consistory urgently requests Synod

to take action of the matter now for the sake of the “wel-

" fare of the two persons concerned” and the ‘“welfare of
the church.” .

C. Our Adwice: After a very careful consideration and
lengthy discussion of the case, your committee advises that
Synod declare that in this concrete case the parties guilty
of divorce and adulterous remarriage may not be admitted
as members of one of our churches. Grounds:

1. Your Committee.is convinced that in spite of the
difference of opinion on the Divorce Question mani-
fested at some of our rather recent Synods, the de-
cisions of the Synods of 1890 and 1908 still consti-.
tute the official position of our-church, and therefore
should be upheld in this concrete case, since said
decisions have never been rescinded.

a. These decisions have a very definite bearing on
the question in hand. We quote from the Acts
of 1890, Art. 66, p. 24, “Een andere vraag uit het
agendum komt aan de orde: Mag een man van
wien de vrouw zich wettig liet scheiden omdat
hij overspel bedreef, ingeval bij het leven zijner
eerste vrouw weer in het huwelijk treedt, lid der

, gerr:ieente zijn? De Synode antwoordt ontken-
" nend.” B .

Here the Synod declared that the guilty party
to a divorce on’ Biblical grounds does not have
the right to remarriage and cannot be a member
‘of the church as long as his first wife lives.

"b. The Classis Grand Rapids West requested the
. Synod of 1908 to state the grounds for the deci-
sion of the Synod of 1890. Synod answered at that
time that it could not give the grounds presented
by men on the floor of a synod held twenty years
prior. However, it was ready to state its own

- reasons for maintaining that stand of the church.
This it did in the following words: “En dan komt
het ons voor, dat zulk een man geen lid der
gemeente kan zijn, omdat zijn overspel wel zijn
beleedigde vrouw heeft vrijgemaakt, maar niet
hem. Hij bleef desniettemin voor God aan die
vrouw gebonden, en zijn tweede huwelijk is
mitsdien .een leven in overspel. Ware dit niet
zoo, dan stond voor ieder de weg open, om door
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overspel zich van zijn wettige vrouw te bevrijden,
en een andere die het voorwerp is van een over-
spelige begeerte, te huwen, en toch in vrede met
de Kerk te blijven, door nadat alles met goddeloos
opzet geschied was, door een openbare belijdenis
zich met de Kerk te verzoenen. De spits van de
Goddelijke ordinantie: Wie..zijn vrouw verlaat
anders dan om hoererij, die doet overspel, ware
dan afgebroken; zij ware van haar kracht be-
. roofd. Er zou naar de wijze der Schriftgeleerden
een weggevonden zijn om Gods gebod te ont-
duiken, en een besluit, dat zoo iemand wel lid
der Gemeente zZou kunnen zijn, zou het karakter
. dragen van een instelling, waardoor Gods gebod
“krachteloos werd gemaakt ” (Acts of 1908, Art.
54, p. 39,
. Again the case is descmbed here in such a way that
1}:1he dpr1nc1p1e is directly applicable to the case in
an

Although the Consistory of First Cicero refers to
the report of the Advisory Committee of the Synod
of 1936 on this matter, your Committee begs to in-
form Synod that this is no official basis upon which
they can base their decision and action.

The report of that committee was not accepted.
Acts of 1936, Art. 152, p. 106, reads:

“After a long-contmued discussion of the propos1-
tions submitted by the Advisory Committee, it is
decided to lay these on the table.

“A motion is now made to follow the second course
of procedure proposed by the Advisory Committee

(cf. Art. 148). This motion too is laid on the table.”

Thereupon Synod restricted itself purely to a con-
sideration of the two concrete cases before it since
1914.

Although the Consistory of First Cicero argues the
legitimacy of its action on the basis of the proce-

-dure of the Synod of 1986 in re two concrete cases,

your Committee is convinced that this does not con-

stitute any ground of actlon for the Consistory in
this case.

Consistory itself admits that these two cases

are not entirely parallel. This, too, is our con-

tention. The Muskegon case was not at all analo-
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gous. The Alpine Ave. case also. differs in that it
did not involve the deliberate ruination of two
homes to fulfill illicit desires such as this did.
Synod by a vote of 50 to 19 adopts the advice of the Ad-
visory Committee. '

II. Protest of Mr. David Dykstm against the decisions
of the Synod of 1943 in re Labor Unions.
A. Material:
1. Overture presented by Mr. D. Dykstra to Al-
pine Ave. Consistory and Classis Grand Rapids
- West and Synod of 1944.
2. Letter of protest and explanation of Mr. D. Dyk-
stra to Classis Grand Rapids West.
3. Letter of Stated Clerk of Classis Grand Rapids
West with decision of said Classis, May 16, 1944.

B. History of the Case:

Mzr. D. Dykstra, member of the Alpine Ave. church, pro-
- tested against the decisions of the Synod of 1943 in re
Labor Unions on the grounds that this was “clearly an
expediency measure that it is unscriptural and that it

. practlcally means a surrender of our conception of neu-

trality.” This protest was accompanied with the follow-
ing overture which he desired the Consistory to endorse.

“Synod declares that, since- all labor problems must be
solved in the spirit of Christ and in accordance with the
Christian principles of love, Just1ce, and righteousness,

Christian laborers should not join the so-called neutral

labor unions.” The protest and overture were not endorsed
by the Consistory.

He thereupon presented these to Classis Grand Rapids
West, convened May 16, 1944. Classis decided, “Since
Brother Dykstra directs his objections against a synodi-
cal decision, and since Classis feels that there is sufficient
merit in the brother’s overture to warrant consideration
IS)y tl&e ‘Synod, Classis decides to forward the same to

yno ”»

C. Our Advice:

Your advisory committee, after having -carefully
weighed. the material, advises that Synod do not sustain
the overture of Mr. D. Dykstra which would modify or
rescind the decisions of the Synod of 1943. (Art. 172, p.
103.) Grounds:
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1. Your Committee is convinced.that all membewship
in “neutral” labor unions is not necessarily incom-
patible with membership in our churches. It has al-
ways been maintained in our churches that there are
certain spheres of life and certain circumstances
wherein a Christian may, and sometimes even must
by the very nature of the case, cooperate with un-
believers. We would cite the realms of politics and
social life.

2. Furthermore, your Committee is convinced that the
first part of the overture, stating that “all labor
problems must be solved in the spirit of Christ and
in accordance with the Christian principles of love,
justice and righteousness” is not disputed in our
churches and therefore requires no re-emphasis at

.. this time.

3. Finally, your Committee is convinced that the

"~ charges levelled against the decisions of the Synod .
of 1943, viz., that its stand is “clearly an expediency
measure, that it is unscriptural and that it practi-
cally means a surrender of our conception of. neu-
trality,” have not been proven by the brother.

Adopted.

I1I. Protest of M». K. W. Fortuin agamst the decisions

_ of Synod of 1943 in re Fortuin Case.

A, Material: '
Letter of protest of Mr. K. W. Fortuin to the
Synod of 1944, Feb., 1944, with two accompany-
ing letters called Exhlblt No. One and Exhibit
No. Two, being his appeal to Classis Wisconsin,

Sept. 26, 1943, and the answer of sald Classis,
Nov. 2, 1943,

B. History of the Case:

Mr. Fortuin is dissatisfied with the decisions of the
Synod of 1948 in re Fortuin Case. In it he protests against
the method by which Synod handles all Protest materials.
and claims therein that all the delegates must have a
copy of every protest in their hands before they can judge.
Furthermore, his present protest is very largely a protest
against the advice.of the Synodical Pre-Digest Commit-
tee. For this reason said Committee at this time submits
the following:

“That Mr K. W. Fortuin appears to believe that your
committee is not competent, if not worse, and has stood
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in the way of justice to himself. Your Committee decided
to refrain from advising Synod with respect to his case,
under the circumstances. We therefore pass on his pro-
test to Synod without comment.”

One of the main thrusts of his whole protest is this,
that Classis Wisconsin and Synod are duty bound to give
clear proof why Mr. Fortuin can not be reinstated as a
minister of the gospel in our churches — a supposition
which is altogether erroneous.

C. Our Advice:

Your Committee, having carefully perused all the above
mentioned material, as well as his protest to the Synod of
1943 (which he claimed was unanswered), advises.that
Synod declare that the protestant has failed to show just
cause for his complaint and that therefore Synod abides by.
its decisions of 1943. Art. 163, p. 97-100.

Adopted.

‘Note 1. Before Synod acts upon the advice of the Ad-
visory Committee the protest is read on the
floor of Synod.

Note 2. Before a decision is reached in this case the

- delegates of Classis Wisconsin inform Synod
that they abstain from voting in this case.

"IV. CoLuMBUS, MONTANA CASE (Supplement 28).

A, Material:
Agenda II, Report XV, p. 66-67 (cf Supplement
28). Letter of Cons1story of Second Fremont
Christian Reformed Church. :

B. Our Advice:

1. ‘Synod is asked to approve the insertion of the follow-
ing names in the report: Mr. Thomas Van Dyk and Mr.
and Mrs. A. Kornelis, who became members of Shepherd
church. Mr. John Van Dyk and Mr. and Mrs. S. Kornelis,
who were reconciled with our church but were not rein-

stated. Grounds:

: These individuals were often mentioned as being
unreconciled over a period of many years. It is now
appropriate to state definitely the names of those
who have been reconciled with the church.

2. Synod adopt as information the letter of the Second

_ Fremont Consistory stating that the John Van Dyk famﬂy

has been received into 1ts fellowsh1p '

Adopted.
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ARTICLE 102
Synod continues the report of the Advisory Committee
on General Missions, REV. F. DE JONG, Reporter, (cf. Art.
97). Your Committee brings to the attention of Synod the
following Overtures:

A. Overture from Classis Orange City which reads as
follows:

“Classis Orange City overtures Synod of 1944 to enlarge the school
facilities at Rehoboth Mission School, so that more Indian children
can be accommodated. Grounds:

1. The work of Missions has been greatly curtailed in China, but -

our mission money should not lie idle.

2. Some 80 Indian children had to be sent back to heathenism

in our Indian field for which we did not have room in our
school.

" 3. The Navaho field has been intrusted to the Chr. Ref. Church
and our people would gladly give for this increased cost.””

(Classis Orange City.)

B. Our recommendation: We recommend that Synod
give Classis Orange City the following answer:

1. The enlargement of our Rehoboth Mission School is
already included in the program adopted by the Synod
- of 1943 and again mentioned in the Advance Program
-adopted by the Board at its 1944 session. (cf. Acts, 1943,
page 240 ff) (Supplement 5, Sec. 2, 9).

2. Due to the war emergency it is at the present time
impossible to obtain a building permit for the new build-
ings which would be needed for such expansion.

Adopted.

ARTICLE 103

A. OVERTURES IN RE “FIELD OR PosT.”
. Your Advisory Committee presents the replies of the
Classes: (cf. Agenda, II, pages 156-159.)

B. History of the Problem:

At the Synod of 1942 the Christian Reformed Board of
Missions declared as its conviction that it is constitution-
ally possible and practically advisable to call missionaries
for the Indian field in general, rather than for one particu-
lar post. In view of long established usage to the contrary,
the Board asked Synod to express itself on this point and
indicated. which amendments to the Mission Order would
be needed if Synod endorsed the conviction of the Board.
The Synod of 1942 referred it to the Classes for study and
report at the Synod of 1943. At the Synod of 1943 only
six Classes had reported, and Synod again referred the
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matter to the Classes. The answers of the Classes are now
before us.

C. Tabulation of the deczswns of the Classes
1. Eleven Classes declared themselves in favor of call-
ing to the Field.
2. Five Classes declared themselves in favor of calhng
: to a Post.
3. Three Classes made no decision on the matter.

D. The recommendation of Your Advisory Committee:
We recommend that the proposal of the Christian Re-
. formed Board of Missions originally submitted to the
"Synod of 1942 be amended in conformity with the deci-
sion of Classis Grand Rapids South (supported in sub-
stance by the decision of Classis Kalamazoo), and that

the amended document reading as follows, be adopted:

1. Synod declares its conviction that it is constitution-
ally possible and practically advisable to call missionaries
for the Indian field in general rather than for one particu-
-~ lar post.

2. Synod revises the Mission Order by adding to Article
VI, Section 2 the following sentence: “The calls which
these churches extend shall be calls to the Indian or China
or Sudan fields as a whole, leaving it to Synod and-its
agency to determine at which post on the designated field
such a missionary shall serve.’

3. Synod authorizes the Christian Reformed Board of
' Missions to enter upon negotiating with the churches and
groups of churches and Classes which have extended calls
or have given appointments to a specific post, and with
the missionaries called or appointed by them with a view

. to effecting the change harmoniously.

4. In order to safeguard the rights of our missionaries,
Synod declares:

a. Missionaries or mission workers shall not be trans-

ferred from one post or location to another unless there
- be weighty reasons, for such transfer.

b. When such a transfer or change is made, it must be
in consultation with the missionary or worker concerned
and, if possible, with his approval. In case a difference of
opinion arises between the Board and a ‘missionary or
missionary worker, the missionary shall be retained at his
present post until the next meeting of Synod and the ﬁnal
- decision shall rest with Synod.

Adopted.
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E. Grounds:
1. The position is legally possible because:
a. It is consistent with the fundamental principle

of the Mission Order of 1939 to have missionaries
called for the field in general rather than for one
particular post. The fundamental principle of
our 1939 Mission Order is different than that of
the 1912 Mission Order. The 1912 document took
the standpoint of congregational control of the
missionary and, as far as possible, of the entire
mission post; this required, of course that the

"missionary be called to a definite post, not to the

fleld as a whole, for no one congregation con-

* trolled the field as a whole. The 1939 document

is based on the principle of Synodical control,.
thus the necessity for extending a call to a speci-
fic post no longer exists.

There is no- specific provision in the Church

. Order against it. Not even Art. 7, for even

though Art. 7 does state: “No one shall be called
to the ministry of the Word without his being
stationed in a particular place,” it is of prime

“Importance for our present problem to note that

this clause is added: ‘“except he be sent to do
church extension work.”

It is already in use on our China and Sudan fields
and on our Home Mission field. The Home Mis-
sion Order definitely prescribes that the Execu-
tive Committee has authority to move a mission-
ary from one area to another.-

2.. From a practical point of view it is desirable to ef-
fect the change:
a. It will simplify procedure in case a change in

)

location of any missionary is considered neces-
sary. ' -

b. It will be in the interests of greater efficiency in
the administration of mission matters, and will in
so. far promote the cause.

c. It works effectively in China and the Sudan and
on the Home Mission ﬁeld

Adopted.

ARTICLE 104

. Elder F. Keegstra closes this session of Synod with

. prayer.
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THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 22
Fourteenth Session

ARTICLE 105

Rev. H. Zwaanstra leads in prayer after Synod unites
in singing No. 248, stanzas 1, 2, 3 of the Psalter Hymnal.
Rev. J. Gritter expresses agreement with the Forms of
- Unity, serving as alternate for Rev. Schuurmann. :

ARTICLE 106

The Advisory Committee on PUBLICATION AND VARIA,
cf. Art. 49, continues its report, Rev. O. Breen, Reporter,
and calls the attention of Synod to the Annual Report of
the Christian Reformed Publication Committee. * (cf. Sup-
plement 9) presenting the following nominations for the
Editor-in-Chief of De Wachter: the present incumbent,
Rev. H. Keegstra, Rev. Y. P. De Jong, Rev. M. Monsma.

Synod casts a ballot, and re-elects the Rev. II. Keegstra.

ARTICLE 107

The Advisory Committee on PUBLICATION AND VARIA
" calls the attention of Synod to the report on BRITISH AND
" 'FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. It reads as follows: .

A. “To the Synod of 1944. .

ESTEEMED BRETHREN : . :
Your delegate for the British and Foreign Bible Society deems it
sufficient at this time to remind Synod of the agreement that exists
between the American Bible Society and the British and Foreign
Bible Society, namely, that each confine their solicitation of donations
to their own territory—the British and Foreign Bible Society in
-Canada, and the American Bible Society in the United States. )

If all our churches in North America are to have an opportunity
for the work of supporting the Bible Societies, the British and
Foreign Bible Society should regularly have a place on Synod’s

accredited list of causes as well as the American Bible Society.

Your delegate therefore recommends to Synod that the British
and Foreign Bible Society be again placed on the accredited list and
thereby recommend to our churches for continued moral and finan-

cial support.
Humbly submitted, :

LEONARD TrAP.”

B. Your Committee advises that the British and For-.
eign Bible Society again be placed on the list of accredited
causes. We would remind the delegate for this work that
a Financial Report must be included with the Annual Re-
port. (See Art. 158.) : .

Adopted.
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ARTICLE 108 ;

The Advisory Commlttee, Publwatzon and Varia, pre-
sents the following:

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF YOUNG MEN’S SOCIETIES.
(Supplement 10.) : .
~ A. Material. Report of the A F.R.Y.M.S. signed by its
President, Mr. Richard Postma.

B. Your Comrmttee advises Synod to adopt the follow-
ing:

1. To commend the Board of the American Federatlon
of Young Men’s Societies and those who assist it in any
way, for the splendid work it is doing, especially for its
spiritual work through the Young Calvinist for the benefit
of our Service men and women.

2. To continue the A.F.R.Y.M.S. on' the list of accred-
ited causes for moral and financial support of our churches.
(See Art. 147.)

ARTICLE 109
The Advisory Committee, Publication and Vama,,calls
attention of Synod to:
- Radzo Commitiee Reports, Agenda I, pp. 14, 15;
,Agenda 11, 149ff. and the Supplementary Report (See
Supplement 16)

B. Your Committee having studied these documents,
recommends that Synod adopt the following:

1. That the speakers, announcer, and musical contribu-
tors to our programs be accorded a hearty vote of appre-
ciation for the services rendered. .

- 2. That the Back to God Hour be continued another
yvear, and that on a larger scale, if at all possible, either
through the use of more or of larger stations, or both.

3. That all radio messages be printed for distribution.

4. That the Committee be instructed. to engage a mini-
" mum of speakers—One, as soon as they are satisfied that
the right party has been discovered. _

5. That the Committee be instructed to make the musi-
" cal part of the program more appealing, and to emphasize
simplicity of speech.

6. That a Committee, 1nc1ud1ng as far as possible, men
who have radio experience, be appointed to execute the
above wishes of Synod. (See Arts 159, 167. )

Adopted.
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ARTICLE 110
Your Advisory Committee calls attention to:
The Overture of Classis Holland which reads as follows:
A. “Classis Holland overtures Synod to insist on the rule that all
important reports concerning issues 1nvolv1n§ matters of principle
must be published in the first part of the Agenda in order to be
taken up by Synod of the same year, and if these reports come in
too late, that they be referred for study by Classes and be taken
up by the Synod of the following year. Ground:
Weighty articles usually appear in the second 1ssue of the
Agenda too late for classical study and discussion.”

B. Your Committee advises:

1. That Synod revert to the former practlce of having
the Agenda published in one volume.

2. That this one volume be published not later than
April 1. Grounds:

a. The present method has proved impracticable.

b. This will give the churches reasonable time to study
the materials.

Adopted.

ARTICLE 111
’l;he Advisory Committee on Publication and Varig Dre-
sents

A. Two Overtures Which deal with the same matters |
and reading as follows: (cf. Agenda, II, pages 181-182.)

1. “In view of the fact that through intermarriage with our Amer-

ican neighbors and through other causes there will be an ever-in-
. creasing number of persons applying for church membership in our

churches,

In view of the fact that it is reqmred of all our consistories to
assure themselves that such persons are Reformed in principle and
practlce before admitting them to the Lord’s Supper; )

And in view of the fact that there is not now available any suita-
ble means whereby such prospective members can conveniently be-
come acquainted with our doctrines and usages;

The Classis of Chicago South overtures Synod to take steps to
provide a handy booklet, which can be placed in the hands of such
prospective members, covering the following matters:

a. The Christian Reformed Background, stressing its Calvinistic

origin and character.

b. The history of our Origin in so far as this is necessary to make

clear the reason for our separate denominational existence.

c. The distinctive teachings of our church.

d. The reasons for some of our specific customs, such as Cate-

. chism preaching, catechism classes, closed communion,-the ex- .
clusion of lodge members, our attitude towards worldly -amuse-
" ments, ete. .



70 AcTs oF SYNQD, 1944

e. What is required of our members in the way of Christian Liv-
ing, Sabbath Observance, Church Attendance, Christian ‘Edu-
cation, Family Worship, and Financial Support of the Church.”

(Classis Chicago South.)

2. “Synod decide that a portion of the profits of our Publication

House be placed at the disposal of Synod annually, to be adminis-
tered by the Executive Committee for Home Missions for the pur-
‘pose of printing and dissemination of literature which sets forth our
Reformed principles. Said literature is to be used by our Home Mis-
sionaries and is to be made available to individuals and organiza-
tions at cost price. Ground:

We need to make greater use of the printed page to present

the biblical conception of life and doctrine to the world.”

(Classis Grand Rapids South.) -

B Your Advisory Committee advises Synod to adopt

the following in reply to these Overtures:

1. That steps be taken to publish a series of booklets,
tracts, and pamphlets, setting forth our distinctively
Reformed conceptions, and especially a booklet on
%he Christian Reformed Church, its beliefs and prac-
ices.

2. That the Executive Committee for Home Mlssmns be
entrusted with this task. -

3. That the funds necessary for this work be taken out
of the Home Mission treasury.

4. That the Publication Committee of the above book-
. lets give serious consideration to two matters:
a) their attractiveness or eye appeal;
b) uniformity of size—the size recommended is. that
which admits enclosure in ordinary envelope.

C. Grounds:

1. There is a definite need for this literature in view of
the fact that many who are not acquainted with our
Reformed herltage are now and will be applying for
membership in our churches.

2. Our Christian Reformed Chaplains express them-
selves as needing this kind of Christian literature in
their work with service men.

3. Since material of this kind is so closely related to
our missionary endeavors, it is proper that the cost
should be defrayed out of the Church Extension

. Fund.

Adopted.
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ARTICLE 112 -
The Advisory Committee, Publication and Varia, pre-

‘sents the following matters:
Reports of SYNODICAL DELEGATES AD EXAMINA

A. Material: Reports and Correspondence of Synodical
Delegates ad examina in re their activities.

1. The Classical Examinations of the Candidates for
the gospel ministry were attended by the Synodical
delegates as follows:

CANDIDATE CLASSIS DELEGATE CLAssIS
C. 0. Buus Ostfriesland N. Jansen Wisconsin
P. ¥ Holtrop Ostfriesland J. Ehlers Minnesota
. J. H. Geerlings: Orange City
V. C. Licatesi G. R. East R. Veldman West
C. Boomsma G. R. East A: J. Rus G..R. South
D. J. Oostenink G. R. East J. H. Bruinooge Zeeland
E. Bossenbroek G. R. East -
H. Beversluis Hackensack C. De Leeuw  Chicago South
. . L. Van Laar Hudson
H. Bouma, Hackensack
J. W. Visser Pella J. Van Beek Chicago North
. . J. H. Geerlings Orange Cit
. C. Greenfield Ostirieslan
W. H. Ackerman G. R. West P. Holwerda G. R. South
‘ H. J. Kuiper G. R. East
D. D. Bonnema Zeeland
J. Daane Hackensack P. Jonker Holland
J. Kromminga Hackensack o Holtrop Hudson
- J. De Vries Muskegon
J. Scholten Kalamazoo A. J Rus G. R. South
C. Huissen G. R. East
M. v. d. Zwaag G. R. West
*J. Hollebeek Muskegon P. Jonker Holland
- R. Wildschut Muskegon D. D. Bonnema Zeeland
M. v. d. Zwaag G. R. West
W. Heynen California W. Groen Pacific
: R. H. Hooker Pella
M. Arnoys Sioux Center

2. Synodical Delegates ad examina attended meeting
of Classis California: R. H. Hooker (Pella), W. Groen
(Pacific), M. Arnoys (Sioux Center); in re Missionary
Kobes, and these did not approve ordmatmn of the brother
according to Article 8 C. O

. 3. Synodical Delegates d1d not consent to the name of
the Rev. T. Jansma appearing on the trio of Paterson I.

4. Synodical delegates approved the placing of the
name of Dr. L. Greenway on the trio of Burton Heights,
as associate pastor to serve as Instructor of Bible in G.
R. Christian High School.
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5. Synodical delegates did not approve the placing of
%e name of the Rev. John Meeter on trio of Cleveland
- West. :

6. Statement by Delegates of Classes Ostfriesland and

Orange City approving the name of the Rev. Wesley Prince
on Hamshire’s trio. '

B. Your Committee advises that Synod adopt the fol-
lowmg

1. That the work of Synodical delegates who attended
the examinations of the Candidates be approved:

2. In re the case of Missionary Kobes to approve the
work of the Delegates of Classes Pella, Pacific, Sioux Cen-
ter. (This matter has progressed further by this time but
the data are not in our hands.) (cf. above A, 2.) .

3. That Synod approve the work of the Synodical Dele-
gates of Classes Holland, Hackensack, Hudson in not plac-
ing the name of the Rev. T Jansma on the trio of Pater-
son L.

4. That Synod approve the action of its Delegates ad
. examina - (Classes Zeeland, Grand Rapids East, Grand
Rapids West) in re Dr. ‘L. Greenway who was called by
" the Burton Heights Church as their associate pastor to
serve as Instructor of Bible in the Grand Rapids Christian
High School, and also that of the Synodical delegates of
Classes Holland, Kalamazoo, Zeeland, who were present
at the “Collogium Doctum” and advised to admit the
%fthe}f into the ministry of the Christian Reformed

hurch.

5. In re the request of Cleveland West for approval of
‘the name of Dr. John Meeter on their trio and the refusal
of the Delegates ad examina (Grand. Rapids Kast, Grand
Rapids West, Holland), your Committee adv1ses that
Synod take no action until certain matters in our
Recommendations have been clarified. (See Art. 126.)

Adopted. o

o ARTICLE 118
. The Advisory Committee on Publications and Varia,
brings to the attention of Synod a communication of the
First Christian Reformed Church of Sioux Center, Iowa,
in which the Consistory requests that Synod send a letter
of appreciation to the President of the United States for
the prayer he offered .with the nation on the evening of
invasion day.
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Your Committee recomm(aﬁds that Synod send a proper
communication to the President of our nation in the spirit
of this letter. The Stated Clerk will take care of this mat-
ter. i -
Adopted.

: ARTICLE 114
The Advisory Committee on Publications and Varia ad-
vises Synod in regard to a request from a brother in Lib-
erty, Missouri, desiring Christian literature, to place this
request in the hands of our Home Missionary-at-large.
Adopted. :

N

) ARTICLE 115

The OBITUARY COMMITTEE presents the following: (See
art. 16.) . .

. To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church.

In Session at Grand Rapi@s, Michigan, June 21, 1944,

ESTEEMED BRETHREN : .
Your obituary committee reports the following:

Since the previous Synod held in June, 1943, wé have again been
reminded of the fact that there is a day for labor in God’s Kingdom
to be followed by a night in which no man can work. Four of our
ministers who served faithfully in the church militant were called
to serve in the church triumphant.

But a few days after the Synod of 1943 adjourned a faithful ser-
vant of God, who more than once graced the presidential chair of
Synod, was called to his eternal reward. We refer to the Rev. W. P.
Van Wyk who was born December 3, 1874, and died after. a brief
jliness on June 28, 1943, at the Pine Rest Sanitarium. The Rev.
.Van Wyk was privileged to serve five churches during a period of
forty-one years. We shall remember him as an exegete of rare abil-,
ity, a leader of men, and “a man of great influence in our denomi-
nation.” ’

During the closing month of 1943, we received the shocking news
that the Rev, Richard Karsten of Cincinnati had been killed in an
automobile accident as he was going to perform pastoral service in
a camp in Kentucky. The Rev. Richard Karsten was born in Chicago, -
June 25th, 1895; was graduated from Calvin Seminary in 1924, and
departed this life on December 6, 1943, completing a fruitful ministry
of nineteen years. “ , .

On Friday, March 10th, of this year the Rev. A. H. Kort was called
to higher service. The Rev. Kort was born in Thesinge, Netherlands,
on March 6, 1893. He was graduated from our Calvin Seminary in
June, 1927. ’ oo .

After serving the church at Lebanon, Iowa, for seven years, our
brother took up his labors at Hoboken, N. J. In October, 1943, the
Rev. Kort accepted the appointment of the Dutch government in
YLondon to serve as chaplain of the Dutch Marine. However, a physi-
cal examination revealed the necessity of an operation from which
our brother never recovered. Truly God’s ways are higher than our
ways. ;
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In the month of April the Lord granted the Rev. S. Bouma his
heart’s desire “‘to be at home with the Lord.” The Rev. Bouma was
graduated from Calvin .Seminary in 1900. He served six churches
during a period of twenty-seven years, becoming emeritus pastor
in 1927. A. severe stroke affecting both mind and speech brought
his earthly service to a close on April 28th.

In as much as the late Mr. Henry Hekman was delegated by Classis
Grand Rapids East to this Synod and our brother served as mem-
ber of two symodical boards, Synod also includes his name among
these memoriams. Mr. Hekman served as vice-president of the

Neland Avenue consistory, president of the Grand Rapids Christian - -

High School Board, member of the Board of Pensions and Ministerial
Relief, president of the Bethesda Sanitorium Association, chairman
of the American Federation of Reformed Men’s Societies, and mem-
ber of the National Board of the Anti-tuberculosis Soclety We
remember him as a man who was determined to do his utmost for
the Lord and His Kingdom, and who literally wore himself out in
the service of his Master. A heart attack ended his multltudlnous
seérvices on March 28 of this year.

‘In view of the devoted life and labors of these brethren, Synod
resolves:

1. To humbly submit to the sovereign will of our Heavenly Father
) who has taken thése His servants unto Himsgelf.

2. To acknowledge with gratitude the faithful services these
brethren have rendered to the Church.

3. To express our sincere sympathy to the bereaved, commending
them to “The God of all comfort who comforteth us in all our
tribulation.”

4. To place these resolutions in the Acts of Synod and to forward
a copy of these resolutions to the bereaved.

ARTICLE 116
Rev F. Vander Stoep, missionary to the Indians, (cf.
Art, 84) and present as the representative of the General
Conference, addresses Synod on the mission work con-
ducted by our Church among the Indians. Rev. P. Jonker,
Jr., responds for Synod.

ARTICLE 117
After Synod unites in singing No. 396, stanza 1, thls
session is closed by Rev. P. Jonker, Jr.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 23
Fifteenth Session

ARTICLE 118
Rev C. Abbas announces No. 147 of the Psalter Hymnal
as the opening number and leads in prayer . for - divine
guidance.



- ARTICLES 119, 120, 121, 122 75

ARTICLE 119 -
The roll call shows all delegates present. Professor J.. G,
Vanden Bosch takes the place of Dr. R. S. Wierenga. :

ARTICLE 120
The minutes of the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth ses-
sions, are read and approved.

ARTICLE 121
Rev. G. Hoecksema, President of Synod, in agreement
with a decision of Synod (cf. Articles 40, 52) presents to
Synod the following:

1. Synod again recommends the R.B.I. to our churches
“for moral and financial support (See Art 164.)
« Adopted.

1L Synod declares that the question of the permanent -
place of the R.B.I. in our Reformed educational set-up can -
best be considered when:
- A. the academic standards of the school have been
raised;
B. normal peace-time conditions show to what extent.
the institute can draw also a male student body.

Adopted.

III. In view of the fact that this recommendation is
given at a time that the R.B.I. is seeking support for an
extensive building and expansion program, Synod informs
the churches that Synodical support for this program was
. neither asked nor received.

Adopted.

J

ARTICLE 122

The Advisory Committee, Church Order, (cf Art. 59)
Rev. P. De Koekkoek, calls the attentlon of Synod to the
following : . ‘

REPORT ON MIXED MARRIAGES

A. The following madterial was placed in our hands:
1. Report of the Synodical Committee on Mixed Mar-
riages, presented to Synod 1943 and recorded in the Acts
of that Synod, pp. 354-369. (See Supplement 25.)
, 2. The replies of various Classes who studied said Re-
port, presented in the Agenda 11, 1944, pp. 165-180.
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3. The written defence of the Report by Dr. J. T. Hoog-
stra (one of its authors) and passed on to your present
advisory committee by Classis Holland.

' Received as information by Synod.

4. A request of the General Conference at our Indian
Mission field that the special needs of that field should be
'kept in mind in connection with this problem. (Annual
Report, page 22) (See Supplement V, Sec. 2, B 4).-

B. The replies of various Classes not recorded in the
- Agenda, reading as follows: .

1. From Classis Zeeland.

“Classis Zeeland, after carefully studymg the Synodlcal
report on Mixed Marrlages as found in the Acts of Synod,
1943, pp. 354 ff., recommends, the followmg
~a. That Classis express 1tself to be in substantial agree-
ment with the general thrust given in this report, viz., that
Synod declare itself as disapproving the solemnization of
marviage between a believer and an unbeliever.

b. That Classis is convinced that the most effective ave-
nue of combating this evil is not to be found in the direc-
tion of legislation, for the followmg reasons:

2. The Synodical committee in its report itself admits

the limitations of the rules to be laid down, viz., B.
(See Supplement 25.)

b. Legislation does not cover all exceptions and negates
individual interpretation in regard to these excep-
tional cases. -

¢. That Classis expresses itself in favor of adopting an
educational and positive approach in dealing with this
problem.

1) The Teaching of Scripture as summarized in the
" Synodical report certainly substantiates this approach.
That Holy Writ explicitly condemns a marriage of a be-
liever with an unbeliever is beyond doubt. But withal this
. proof is not in itself to be left at that. We must constantly
emphasize and reemphasize this signal teaching among
our covenant youth. The light of Scripture must shine
clearly upon this present evil, exposing the disfavor of the
Lord as definitely resting upon “being unequally yoked
with an unbeliever.” (Supplement 25.)

2) The thought of Covenant Nurture as adequately ex-

-pressed in ‘point 2 must also be enlisted in the support of -
this positive educational approach. The strategic place of
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the Christian home in modern society; its close connec-
tion with and in our covenant doctrine; and its function
as the “mother” of the church’s future .children must be
deeply lmpressed upon present Christian youth. (Supple-
ment 25.)

3) In obtaining this Covenant. Nurture the respective
agencies of home, church, school, religious press, preach-
ing, catechism classes, family visiting and society life must
all make their individual contribution in establishing or-
: ggmc mental and spiritual boundaries. (Supplemen‘c
25.)

4) The objective for which we strive is the immuniza-
tion to improper friendships through the combined efforts
of the home, church, school and other above-named agen-
cies. We must seek to make our Christian Home, Church,
and School, the dearest spot on earth. In this background
our youth will be stimulated in their desire for a positive-
- ly Christian home. (Supplement 25.) :

d.' Classis urge Synod to appoint a committee to pub- . )

- lish in booklet form for wide circulation the ethical nature
of marriage, enunc1at1ng the accepted pr1nc1p1es concern-
ing this problem.” ,

2. From Classis Grand de’ids East.

“Classis Grand Rapids East made the following decision = -
regarding the matter of mized marriages:

a. Classis Grand Rapids East does not favor the adop-
tion of the recommendations of the Committee of Synod
as found in the Acts 1943, pp. 867-369. (Supplement
25.) Grounds:

1) The terms behever and unbeliever and ecc1e51ast1-

- cal solemnization’ are not clearly deﬁned -
2) To single out a few mixed marriages w111 give the
impression that the exceptions are not as bad as they
are.

3) Marriage by a preacher does not mean as much in

the way of approval as the rule would imply.

4) The complex difficulties of American .church Ilife

cannot be covered by this rule. .

b: That Synod uphold the rule adopted in 1881 ‘In
order to receive Ecclesiastical confirmation at least one of
the parties must be a baptized member or a member in

ful’ Art.68, Syn. Rules, 1881.” Schaver, p. 79.)
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c. That officiating at a marriage be left to the Chris-
tian conscience and discretion of the Minister. .

d. Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod to ex-
hort all ministers and consistories, in teachmg', preachlng,
and private admonltlon to counteract the increasing evil
~ of mixed marriages in our church.” .

3. From Classis Grand Rapids West.

“Classis Grand Rapids West wishes to report the fol-
lowing:

a. The formal matters in respect to the report. We are
of the opinion that Synod has gone beyond its pale in this
matter.

The historical situation which led to the appointment
of this committee by Synod, we learn from the Acts of
Synod, 1940, Art. 93, pp. 103-106, was briefly as follows:
Cicero I overtured Classis Illinois, ‘to .deny our pastors
the right to solemnize mixed marriages (as defined in the
report) in the church, parsonage, or any other place.’” This
. Classis Illinois refused to do on three grounds, as given
in the Acts of 1940, p. 104. Hence Cicero I appealed to
Synod (which was its prerogative) ; but to this appeal the
consistory also appended a request that Synod appoint a
committee to study the problem of mixed marriages.

It is our opinion'that Synod in respect to this matter
brought to it by Cicero I should have only treated the ap-
peal, and given answer to Cicero I, either sustaining that
consistory or Classis Illinois, and should have refused to
enter upon the request of Cicero I to appoint a committee
to study this problem of mixed marmages Our reasons for
this opinion are as follows:

1) As a denomination we are departing from the old
and tried purpose of Synodical meetings by appoint-
ing numerous committees to study all kinds of mat-
ters, the fruits of which are bringing about innu-
merable rules and regulations, instead of adhering to
the principles of church government. By these end-
less regulations, we are depriving local consistories

.- of their autonomy. This practice should be discour-

" aged, and Synod should refuse to become the agency
: of multiplying rule upon rule.

2) Reformed Church Polity has always been that deci-
sions of major assemblies are based on conecrete
cases. An illustration of this method is given by the
committee- studying the subject of mixed marriages,
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when the Synod decreed that to solemnize ecclesiasti-
cally a marriage with a lodge member should be re-
fused. (See Acts, 1943, p. 367, Recommendatlons to
Synod 6). Supplement 25.)

8) Cicero I's overture to Synod is not based on a con-
crete case, in the generally accepted meaning of the
term, as far as we could learn from our study. There-
fore Synod should not have entered upon thls study
of mixed marriages.

b. The material side of the report. ,

1) The tenor of the report on mixed marriages is hier-
archical in spirit. The report seeks to make Synod a super-.
legislative body of supreme authority in all matters per-
taining to marriages. This conception of the function of
Synod deprives the local consistories of their governing
11)30wer This is contrary to the spirit of Reformed Church

olity

a) The Synod heretofore regulated only ecclesiastically
solemnized marriages,

1) Article 70 C.O. deals with ecclesiastically solem-
nized marriages and does not speak of private
weddings as the report does.

'2) General Regulations of 1881, Art. 68, stipulates
only that one of the parties to a marrlage must
be baptized or a confessing member in case the
marriage is to be ecclesiastically confirmed.

b) The report of mixed marriages now seeks to intro-
duce a new element, and desires that the church shall
regulate private weddings as well.

2) The matter of mixed marriages properly belongs to
the realm of Ethics. This is the concern of the local church
(the ministry of the Word and Counsistory) -whose duty it
is to expound the principles of the Word regarding Ethics
and apply them. In the ministry of the Word, and func-
tioning through and by the consistory lies our strength for
combatting the evil of mixed marriages. Should it happen
that the local consistory cannot decide on a particular mat-
ter, it may come to-Classis or Synod for an answer in that
concrete case. In other words, we plead for a workmg
- from the bottom up, instead of from.the top down, in
church government. ‘

3) The Report -belittles the c0n51st01y and- mmlsters
when it urges Synod to decree rule upon rule.
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The local church has the Bible -entrusted to it for study,
‘and for the regulation of practical Christian living, and.
for seeking solutions to its local problems; and we must
as brethren within the denomination trust each other to
work out these problems each for ourselves instead of
fostering the spirit—you are unable to cope with your |
problems, therefore we, the Synod, will regulate the de-
tajls of your congregational life, and tell you what is per-
mitted and what not permitted.

4) The regulations which the report seeks to lay upon
the local consistory are 1mpractlcable '

The question immediately arises as to the intention of
‘the regulations suggested by the committee. -

a) Who determines whether a person is a believer or
an unbeliever? Must the minister first conduct an in-
vestigation, or must the couple desiring to be mar--
ried appear before the consistory for an examination
prior to the marriage ceremony? Do we expect the
couple to wait until the investigation has been com-
pleted ?

b) The committee seems to feel that it should be a con-
sistorial investigation, for it says: (Acts, 1943, p.
362) “If in the judgment of the consistory such a
partner (an unbeliever eager to know the Gospel)
1s teachable, and if he realizes the weight of his mar-
riage vows, and promises to allow his children to be
trained in the Christian faith, there would be no
objection to allow the solemnization.” Here the com-
mittee allows a believer and an unbeliever to marry..
But according to this regulation a man like King
Herod might be allowed to be married by a minister
of the Christian Reformed Church, for of him we
read in Mark 6:20, “For Herod feared John, know-
ing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept
him safe. And when he heard him, he was much
perplexed; and he heard him gladly.” (Supplement
25.)

¢) Recommendations. We recommend that Classis
Grand Rapids West declares:

‘1) That the case of mixed marriages did not come to
the Synod as a concrete case, and that therefore Synod
should have refused to appoint a. comnnttee to study this
"matter. Grounds:
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a) The whole procedure is contr ary to Ref01med
Church polity.
b) The multitudinous labors bring only questionable re-
sults as far as the welfare of the church is concerned.
. 1. Consider the time we have spent by this method:
(1) Synod of 1940, 1943 and again in 1944.
(2) The Committee of Synod making the report.
(3) Every Classis in the denomination has had
© a committee studying the subject.
2. And what are the results? A host of regulatlons
which are impracticable.
2) Synod should have judged only the one pomt of dlS-
pute between Classis Illinois and Cicero I, in its judicial

. capacity in harmony with Article 31 C.O.

- 3) Synod should seek henceforth not to enter upon the
province which belongs to the local church, consistory and
ministry of the Word.”

4. From Classis Hudson.

“Classis Hudson, having considered the Report of the
Committee on Mixed Marriages presented to the Synod of
1943 (Acts, 1943, pp. 137, 350 ff.) expresses itself as in
favor of accepting the recommendations of the Synodical
Committee as found on pages 367, 368, 369 of the Acts of
1943, with the following exception: Ground 1, under F
(Acts, 1948, p. 369), ‘A minister can. officiate only as a
minister of the Christian Reformed Church.’ Classm over-

- tures Synod to remove this ground.

a. Reasons:
1) It is ambiguous, for it may imply that a minister
cannot perform certain marriages that are compati-
“ble with the ordinances of God, that is, marriages
between certain unbelievers. Classis is of the opinion
that the Synodical Report does not intend to take
away the right of ministers to perform marriages
between certain unbelievers, and therefore calls this
ground amblguous, since it might imply restricting
the minister in this liberty.
2) The valuable part of ground (1) is well covered in
points 2 and 8 under F (Supplement 25).
3) Reasons for approving the Recommendations on
" ‘pages 367-369, Acts 1943: (Supplement 25).
. a) The grounds and Biblical prmclples upon which -
the recommendations rest.
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b) It is high time to take definite measures to re-
strain looseness in mixed marriages.

“¢) The recommendations will make our ministers
. and our people more conscious of a growing evil.
d) The adoption of the recommendations with their
specific Biblical guidance and dlrectlon will tend
to combat this growing -evil.

e) The adoption of the recommendations will unify
ouwr denominational stand against this growing
evil,

b. Classis, however, requests Synod to formulate the
recommendations of the Symodical Committee more defi-
nitely.”

¢. Recommendations of your Ad'i)isory Committee:

1. Synod express to the Synodical Committee apprecia-
' tion of its report.

2. Synod do not commit itself to the recommendations
as formulated in the Committee Report (Acts, 1943,
pp. 367-369). (Supplement 25.) Ground:

The direction in Whlch this report moves will not
solve the problem, as is plainly evident from the -
majority of the replies of the Classes.

3. Exhort all ministers and consistories, in teaching
and preaching and in private admonition, to counter-
act the 1ncreasmg evil of mixed marriages in- our
church., .

4. Synod appoint a commlttee whose task it shall be
to write a testimonial emphasizing the ethical prin-
ciples contained in the report of the Synodical com-
mittee and the replies of the Classes, subject to the

. approval of the next Synod, (cf. Art 167).

5. That this testimonial be made available to our gen-
eral church membership similar to the Synodical de-
-cisions re Worldly Amusements. (Synod of 1928.)

6. In order that important decisions of Synod on ethical
problems may be kept before our people, the Pub-
lication Committee is charged with the task of re-
printing these decisions from time to time, es-
pecially decisions concerning Worldly Amusements,
Birth Control, Pacifism, etc.

Adopted
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ARTICLE 128
The Advisory Committee, Church Order, calls the atten-
tion of Synod to the REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
-ECUMENICAL COUNCIL AND CORRESPONDENCE:

A. The material of this report is presented in Agénda
II, pp. 68-105 (Supplement 21). -

B. The construction and content is as follows:

1. A short introduction states the background of the
-appointment of the reporting committee, and the
two subjects assigned to it: Correspondence with
other churches, and Ecumenical Counecil.

2. The subject of Correspondence with other .churches

is treated under Part One as follows:

-a. A historical review is presented, showing the
origin, decline, and revision of this Correspond-

- ence (Supplement 21).

b. The Scriptural Principles governing the relation
of the Christian Reformed church to other Chris-
tian churches is-discussed. In this discussion the
Committee seeks to impress upon Synod the need
of revamping our whole notion of correspond-
ence, referring to-at least three general types of
correspondence: Correspondence proper (Art.
48 C. 0.) with churches ecclesiastically identical
with ourselves; with Reformed churches that are

. delinquent; and with non-Reformed Protestant
churches. Concerning these “correspondences” °
the committee discusses their peculiar nature and
the measure of justice we have done to them and
should still undertake to do. (Supplement 21.)

The foregoing discussion is then freely summarized in
12 propositions which present this line of thought:

Other Christian churches and our own are closely re-
lated as manifestations of the one Body of Christ, (1).
The term sister-church applies properly to affiliated partl-
cular churches but (barring exceptions) mot to denomi-
nations, (2). Though denominational consolidation is not
~ the paramount interest of the church, its spiritual unity
- should come to expression as much as possible, (8). Where
consolidation cannot be realized, the .churches should as-
sociate and correspond in the spirit of Art. 48 C. 0., (4).

~ The churches of Christ can be roughly divided into four

groups: The Oriental churches; the Roman Catholic
church; the Reformed churches (also Presb.); and the
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non-Reformed, (5). The Reformed churches can be classi-
fied as those (Broadly) alike, both officially and actually;
and those Reformed, officially but not defacto, (6). As
" there is no Scr1ptura1 warrant for the ecclesiastical diver-
sity. of the churches noted under (6), our church should
put forth every effort to nullify it, in keeping with the
truth (7). We should endeavor to gain our erring breth-
ren, 1rrespect1ve of prospect of success or failure, (8).
This duty should not be exercised without regard to cir-
cumstances and wise planning, (9). We should seek the
active, close and constant association with those faithful,
dlstant Reformed churches with which we cannot con-
federate, but only the principles governing our relation
to the less pure engages our attention at this. stage, (10).
Steps should be taken to bring about federation of all
truly Reformed churches on our North American conti-
nent, (11). A pertinent question here is the distinction
between the essentials and non-essentials of Reformed
doctrine, polity and liturgy, (12).
. .-To the above 12 propositions the authors add two sug-
- gestions, namely, (1) that the proposed program be set
in operation as soon as possible and (2) that Synod ap-
point a Committee to work out our correspondence with
faithful Reformed churches beyond the bounds of our con-
.tinent, and to make a study of the basis of which our
church could and should unite with those within.

. c. Suggestions for the immediate future during the
transition stage:

1) The correspondence be devoted to mutual support
and encouragement, and. the present situation is re-
viewed with that end in view.

2) Our immediate objectives should be: the improve-

‘ ment of what correspondence is left, and the substi-
tution of a really effective correspondence for that
which we had with other American denominations
and which has lapsed. This approach and the ex-

pected obstacles are discussed. (Supplement 21.)

'To that end the committee, desirous to make at
_least some progress at this years Synod, advises
“ Synod:

a) not to resume the lapsed couespondence at the
present time with Reformed churches within our
own country until our church shall have a fuller
understanding of the principles and methods in-
volved, and
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b) to study ways and means of improving .corre-

spondence with foreign churches where it is still

" alive, this latter task to be done by the same com-

mittee called for under section 55, of this report.
(Supplement 21.) '

- 8) The committee suggests that Synod does not now
take final action on the principles presented in this
report but to submit them to the churches for study.
(Supplement 21.)

4) Part II of the report pertains to an .Ecumenical Re-
formed Council. In it the present situation is briefly
reviewed, and authorization is requested for fur-
ther study.

Recommendations:
Synod express its appreciation for the thorough re-
port submitted by the committee.

2. Synod express agreement with the substance of the
12 propositions set forth in "Agenda II, pp. 95-99.
(Supplement 21.) Grounds:

a. They present the Biblical position on inter-church
relationship.

b. They can serve as a basis of further study and

: action.

¢. Present world conditions make early progress in
these matters imperative.

3. Synod at the present time: .
'in keeping with the Committee’s advice do not
resume the “lapsed” correspondence with other
Reformed churches, and (Supplement 21)

b. in keeping with the Committee’s advice study
ways and means for the removal of defects in
our present correspondence Wlth foreign
churches. (Supplement 21.)

4. Synod continue the present Synodical committee and

© instruct it to proceed in the several studies proposed

in its own report. (Cf. Agenda II, pp. 99, 104, 105)

(Supplement 21). .

Adopted.

Il @'

-ARTICLE 124

The Advisory Committee on Church Order, brings to
the attention of Synod the Report Concerning the National
Association of Evangelicals: (See Supplement 20.)

© A. Concerning the National Assocwtwn of Evcmgelwals
- (Supplement 20.)
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Your Committee has considered the following material:

C.
1.

Two overtures recorded in the Agenda II, pp. 162,
1163d one of Classis Hudson and one of Class1s Hol-
an

A report by the delegates who attended the Columbus
convention of the N.A.E. (See Supplement 20.)
Two Overtures, one from Classis Holland and one
from Classis Hudson (Cf. Agenda, Part II, pp. 162,
163.)

Dzscusswn.
Classis Hudson overtures Synod to sever its rela-
tion with the N.A.E. unless it restricts its activities
to that which does not in any way concern the
preaching of the Gospel, such as evangelism and
missions.
Classis Holland overtures Synod to appoint a com-
mittee to investigate our relations to the N.A.E., the
committee to address itself specifically to such ques-
tions as to the propriety of joining such an organi-
zation, of endorsing an ecclesiastical program in
which religious groups and churches Wlth radieal
differences will co-operate.

From both of these overtures it is evident that
there is uneasiness among us because of our affilia-
tion with the N.A.E.

The report of the delegates to the above-mentioned

N.A.E. convention, however, suggests that the ex-

pressed uneasiness has no justifiable basis in fact, for

a. The doctrinal basis of the N.A.E.,, quoted in this
report is not only sound, but it must be sub-
scribed to by all those who desire to join the or-
ganization.

b. At the convention ment10ned above the opinion
prevailed not to engage in an evangelistic cam-
pain.

¢. The personal contact of our delegates with the‘
N.A.E. at its convention left a very Te- assuring
impression on them,

Recommendation:

Athough your committee is aware of the faect that
not all groups and churches affiliated with the N.A.E.
are one with us in every respect, we do not see suffi-
-cient reason to sever our relations with the N.AE.,
but advise Synod to continue the same. Grounds:

Y
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a. The N.A.E. has, as the committee report shows,
a positive doctrinal basis, expressing a number of
the essentials of the christian faith, emphasizing
tha;: on which its members agree. (Supplement
20

b. The N.AE. is a highly necessary" organization
which is and promises to be an excellent medium
to combat unbelief, and to keep clear the chan-
nels by which the truth can be proclaimed by the
co-operating groups.

c¢. Our delegates to the N.A.E. have received posi-
tions of leadership in its councils, and may here-
by be -instructed to guard against practices in-
consistent with our principles and to help direct
its development in the right direction.” (Supple-
ment 20.)

d. Our church remains free to sever its relation
with the N.A.E. whenever membership in that
organization becomes inconsistent with our doc-
trine or harmful to our church life,

Adopted.

2. Synod declares that hereby the Overture of Classes
' Hudson and Holland are answered. ‘
Adopted.

3. Synod authorizes the Synodical Treasurer to give
the N.A.E. the sum of $200 to continue our member—
ship in this organization.

Adopted.

4. The Committee recommends that Synod appomt a
delegation of seven to attend the Convention to be .
held in Chicago in 1945, (See Art. 167.)

Adopted.
ARTICLE 125

The Advisory Committee on Church Order, presents to
Synod the Overture of Classis Minnesota, Wh1ch reads as
follows:

A. “Classis Minnesota overtures Synod to clarify its position on
the matter of admitting or readmitting to membership, on the ground
of repentance and confession, parties guilty of unbiblical: divorce
and/or remarriage. Grounds:

1. Classis Minnesota is faced with a concrete case, and is in a
quandary whether to judge the case in the light of the prin-
ciple maintained in 1934 (cf. Acts, p. 146) or in the light of
the decision of 1986 (cf. p. 145, bottom paragraph). By reject:
mg the.advice of the comrmttee ad hoc in 1984, Synod appar-
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ently declared that admission in the way of repentance and con-
fession was not open. However, the Synod of 1936, dealing
with a concrete case, declared membership could be. granted
upon sincere confession (cf. p. 146).

2. It is within the domain of Synod to give such clarification.
Only Synod can show that no dlscrepancy exists, or ean indi-
cate the rule to be followed..

3. It is urgent that our Churches have a definite guidance in a
matter so vital. And it .is necessary that there be uniformity
of practice among us on so fundamental an issue.”’

B. Your Committee advises Synod to answer  Classis
Minnesota as follows: ,

1. There are two definite Synodical decisions in re this
matter. . The one of 1890 (Acts, Art. 66) reads as follows:
“A man who, because he committed adultery, is divorced
legitimately by his wife, may not remain a member of the
church if he remarries while his first wife is living.”
 The one of 1908 (Acts, Art. 54) : “Such a person by his
act of adultery freed his wife but not himself; before God
he is still bound to his first wife and his second marriage
is moreover a living in adultery.”

2. Although both in 1934 and 1936 serious ef’forts were
put forth to come to unanimity on the inatter of unbiblical
divorce and re-marriage, this was not attained upon the
basis of reports and discussions concerning the principles
involved. The previous decisions of 1890 and 1908 were
not altered, hence Classis Minnesota should judge its case
in the light of the principles maintained in those decisions.
(cf. Art. 101.)

8. Synod, 1936, acted definitely on two concrete cases,
deciding them evidently on their own merits.

4. Inasmuch as Classis Minnesota is to deal with a con-
crete case, this Classis is advised to present it to the major
ecclesiastical assembly if it is not able to.dispose of it in
the minor assembly. .

Adopted.

ARTICLE 126

The :Advisory Committee, Church Order, calls attention
of Synod to the question of the Admitiance of Ministers
from Other Denominations:

. "A. To your committee was referred the question how
to remove the difficulties which arise in interpreting the
- Acts of Synod, 1943, page 9, 4, a-d, which reads: “Synod
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declare that the standard of approval or disapproval to be
apphed by the Synodical Examiners shall be:

“a. Soundness of doctrine.
b. Sanctity of life.

¢. Xnowledge and appreciation of Christian Reformed
] practices and usages.
d. The need of calling others than those ‘who are of
the Christian Reformed Church.”

1. In connection with a specific case the Delegate Ad
Examina-of Classis Holland asked these pertinent ques-
tions, concerning a, b, and ¢, “How must your delegate of
examination obtain this knowledge. Is it sufficient to take
the word of a Consistory, or does it require meeting the
brother?”

2. Your Committee further believes that point d should
be clarified, since one Delegate can say a ‘“need” exists
- while another can take the opposite view.

3. Since it appears from the .correspondence of the
Synodical Delegates that in a certain case a Consistory
requested approval of their nomination including the name
of a minister in the Reformed Church, from the Delegate
© of Classes Holland, Zeeland, and Kalamazoo, and passed
by the Delegates of Classes Grand Rapids West and East,
and as a result we have a letter of protest from the Dele-
gates of Classes Holland, Grand Rapids East and Grand
Rapids West addressed to the Counsellor of that church,
your Committee deems it desirable that Synod interpret
- the phrase “neighboring delegates” as found in Acts, 1934,
- Art. 145, p. 133; Schaver C. O., p. 35 (d).

B. Your Committee advises Synod that a Committee be
appointed and instructed to study the questions raised
with a view to objectivity of standards; uniformity of
practice; -and a general policy which shall be safe for our
denominational distinctiveness and -fair to our ministers
who temporarily leave our regular ministry to become
service Pastors or Chaplains in the U. S. services. This
committee to report to Synod, 1945. (See Ar;c. 167.)

Adopted.
. C. In regard to the manner of admittance of Dr. John

Meeter, cf. Art. 112, into the ministry of our Christian
 Reformed Church, your Committee advises that:

a. Synod declare that Dr. Meeter should express his .
desire to become eligible Vfor a call to the ministry
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of the Word and Sacraments in the Christian Re-
formed Church, making it known to his own former
Classis.

b. That Synod instruct this Classis to submit h1m to a
“Colloquim Doctum” and in the event it is satisfied
concerning Dr. Meeter’s fitness for the ministry in
our churches, to declare him eligible for a call

.Grounds:

1. This is in line with our Reforined position as to who
may be a minister in our Christian Reformed de-
nomination.

Dr. Meeter is a son of our church.

Dr. Meeter was trained in our Seminary.

Dr. Meeter, once a Candidate in our church, left in
a time when there was an “oversupply” of minis-
terial candidates.

Adopted.

oo

ARTICLE 127

The Advisory Committee, Church Order, calls attention
of Synod to the Report of the Synodical Committee, in re-
-gard to Mrs. J. Van Lonkhuizen. (Supplement 1-a.)

A. The Synodical Committee referred in its report to
Synod its correspondence with the Board of Ministers’
" Pension and Relief Fund concerning Mrs, J. Van Lonk-
huizen. This Board called attention to the fact that Synod,
1943, took no action in regard to the matter called to its
attention in a foot note of a report on page 345, Acts,
Synod, 1943, concerning the support of Mrs. Van Lonk-
huizen. In it the War Relief Committee suggested “that
Synod authorize the Committee for Ministers’ Relief to
give some consideration to her case, for the sake of the
departed brother who passed away very suddenly -. . .”

B. Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to the
fact that the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands have
asked our Church to loan Dr. Lonkhuizen what they could
not send, and Synod acted in that direction (Acts, 1941,
1942, 'p. 90 and 122, respectively).

" In the case of Mrs. Van Lonkhuizen no action has been
taken when Synod, 1943, was requested to do so as shown :
above. (Supplement” l-a)

C. Your Committee suggests that Synod refer this mat-
ter to the Ministers’ Relief Administration with the in-
struction to look into Mrs. Van Lonkhuizen’s situation and
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to act according to her needs in the:light of the request
of the Netherlands’ churches.
Adopted.
. ARTICLE 128
Elder M. Kulikamp closes this session of Sy