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Service of Prayer for Synod
Tuesday, June 13, 1939

&

The Fuller Avenue Church gladly asswmes the responsibility given it
by the previous Synod to serve as calling chm‘ch, for the 1939
Synod, and invites all those attending this service to join in
a humble but fervent prayer for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit and His abiding grace in the deliberations of
our broadest major assembdly.

&
ORDER OF SERVICE

The Rev. GeEorGe Goris, Th.D., pastor of the Iocal church
and the Rev. Ipzerp Van DELLI:.N, president of the last
Synod, officiate.

&

-PrELUDE—Toccata and Fugue in D Minor................. Bach
SivaiNG by the Audience—Doxology No. 468 (standing)
InvocatioN (standing)

SALUTATION (standing)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED - :

SmvGiNG by the Audience—Gloria Patria—No. 467

PRAYER

SoL.o—The Ninety-first Psalm_._____.______.____ . MacDermid
Miss Betty Westfield

SGRIPTURE LESSON—1 Corfnthians 14:20-40
SermMoN—“THE GOD OF ORDER AND PEACE”

_ SmeING by the Audience—No. 180 (standing)

PRAYER FOR SYNOD

SinainGg by the Audience—No. 278 (standmg)
BENEDICTION

SINGING by the Audlence—Doxology No. 463 (standmg)
PosTLupE—Solemn March.-._: ..................................... Meachamn



ACTS OF SYNOD

OF THE

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
JUNE 14 to 23, 1939
- GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, USA.

PRAYER SERVICE

On the evening of Tuesday, June 13, 1939, at 8:00
o’clock, the Service of Prayer for Synod was held in the
Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church, in which the
Rev. I. Van Dellen, the President of the previous Synod,
assisted by the Rev. Dr. G. Goris, pastor of the convening
church, officiated (cf. the Order of Serv1ce on the opposite
page).

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 14
First Session
ARTICLE 1
At 10:00 A.M. the meeting is called to order in the
Calvin College Library by the Rev. I. Van Dellen, who
requests Synod to unite in singing No. 397 of the Psalter
Hymnal, reads from the Word of God Psalms 48 and 122,

and leads Synod in the Opening Prayer for Ecclesiastical
Assemblies.

ARTICLE 2

The Rev. I. Van Dellen now delivers the following
address:

- Esteemed Brethren, Delegates to Synod, and all those who are called
to serve our broadest assembly with advice:

.The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all during your sessions. May

the Head of the Church, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, enlighten

you by His Spirit, and guide you by His Word in all your deliberations
and decisions.

3
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That part of the Agenda for this Synod, which has been published,
does not contain as much material as has been presented to former
Synods. But it touches on matters which are of the greatest impor-
tance, and which call you to exercise the authority and power en-
trusted to you. It will be your duty to proclaim the truth as revealed
in Holy Seripture; to see to it that all things are done decently and
in order in God’s house; and to give the final decisions in cases of
discipline, One trembles when considering that he must act in these
various spheres in name of the King of the Church. May you always
be convinced that you have decided according to His will and His
Word, so that you may be able to say, “It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us.”

Permit me to warn you against the danger of copying more or less
the great denominations of our ecountry. We are still in the process
of Americanization. We have left our tents, or make ready to leave,
in order that we may go out into the wide world. Let us be guided
by the compass of God’s Word, as it is expressed by our Reformed
Churches in the Forms of Unity, and in the great principles for
Church government which are embodied in our Church Order. If we
begin to follow in the wake of the big steamers we will soon be lost
on the ocean where everything is hazy and indefinite, and where the
word of man supersedes the Word of God. It behooves us to be dis-
tinctive. We must dare to be different. - Then it will hold also for
us what the exalted Lord said to the church of Philadelphia, which
had “little power,” ‘“Because thou didst keep the word of my pa-
tience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 4rial, that hour which
is to come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the -
earth. I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, that no one
take thy crown,”

But this, of course, does not mean that we should be bigoted and
separatistic. To the contrary, the closer we keep to the command-
‘ments of our King the more we will feel the unity of faith with those
who love the same truth; and the more we will also feel that we
need them as they need us. Let us seek closer union with those
churches which, by the grace of God, still stand for the Reformed truth.
It is pleasing to note that this summer two representatives of our
‘Church will meet with representatives of the Reformed Church in
South Africa, and of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, to
plan for an ecumenical Synod of Reformed Churches of the world.
No, we do not want fo be narrow, but-we reach out our hands around
the globe so that we may bring together all those churches and be-
lievers who are one with us in the Reformed faith, Let us try to °
strengthen each other’s hands while fighting the battles of the Lord.
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May our Covenant God grant you and the churches you represent
His blessing in Christ Jesus, and may He cause you to be a great
blessing in your sessions for the Christian Reformed Church in
America and for the Churech Universal,

ARTICLE 3

The delegates submit their credential letters, which
show that the eighteen Classes of our Church are properly
represented by the following brethren:

Classis California

Ministers—M, M. Schans and E. Tanis.
- Elders—B. De Boer and J. H. Bosscher.

Classis Grand Rapids East

Ministers —W. Hendriksen and L. Van Haitsma.
Elders—P. Van I{ekken and H. Hekman.

Classis Grand Rapids South
Ministers—A. J. Rus and J. Gritter.
) Elders—Rev. W, Vanderwerp and A. Meyster.

Classis Grand Rapids West
Ministers—T. Yff and A. Persenaire.
Elders—W. Hofstra and J. Kramer.

Classis Hackensack
Mlmsters—J J. Hiemenga and J. Beebe.
Elders—A. De Vries and H. Brasser.

Classis Holland
Ministers—D. Zwier and L. Van Laar.
Elders—N. Stielstra and A. Peters.

Classis Hudson
MlmstersﬁC Spoelhof and A. H. Kort.
Elders—J. Van Dyk and B. De Vries.

Classis Illinois
Ministers—I. Westra and C. Huissen.
Elders—A. Minnema and E. Vander Wal.

Classis Kalamazoo
Ministers—E. J. Holtrop and P. A. Spoelstra.
"Elders—S. G. Schaafsma and E. C. Goldsword.
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Classis Minnesota
Ministers—P. F. Dahm and A. Disselkoen.
Elders—IH. Bloem and G. Reitsma.

Classis Muskegon

'Mlnlsters—C Holtrop and J. T. Holwerda.
Elders—F. C. Keegstra and H. Bolt.

Classis Orange City

Ministers—W. Van Rees and J. R. Van Dyke.
Elders—A. Dokter and D. L. Muyskens,

‘Classis Ostfriesland
Ministers—J. M. Voortman and L. F. Voskuil.
Elders—H. Eekhof and W. Primus.

L Classis Pacific
Ministers—W. Groen and G. Stob.
Elders—J. De Boer and L. Stremler:

Classis Pella

* Ministers—D. J. Hoitenga and G. Zylstra.
Elders—B Bandstra and J. Rus.

Classis Sioux Center

Ministers—J. Rubingh and C. Oldenburg
Elders—IJ. Vogel and A. J. Groen.

Classis Wisconsin

Ministers—C. R. Veénstra and J. J. Holwerda.
Elders—D. Kuik and J. Verhage.

Classis Zeeland

Ministers—G. J. Vande Riet and G. Gritter.
Elders—H. Plaggemeyer and L. De Witte.

ARTICLE 4
. Synod now béing duly constituted elects the following
officers:
President—the Rev. W. Groen.
Vice-President—the Rev. J. J. Hiemenga.
First Clerk—the Rev. D. Zwier.
Second Clerk—the Rev, J. Gritter.
The newly elected officers take their places on the
platform. In name of Synod the President thanks the
Rev. I. Van Dellen for the wise counsel given by him last
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-

evening in the Prayer Service and again this morning in
his opening address. He further expresses the apprecia-
tion of himself and his fellow-officers for the honor and
the confidence bestowed upon them, and asks the co-
operation of all in the work that is before Synod.

ARTICLE 5

The President requests all the delegates to rise from
their seats, and reads the Public Declaration of Agree-
ment with the Forms of Unity. After the reading of this
document, all the delegates express their agreement by
saymg in unison: “I do.”

ARTICLE 6

In name of Synod the President now Welcomes the
professors of Calvin Seminary, Pres. L. Berkhof, Dr. M.
J. Wyngaarden, Prof. H. Schultze, and Prof. D. H.
Kromminga, as advisory members of Synod, with all the
privileges of the floor.

The clerk reads letters that have been received from
Dr. S. Volbeda and Dr. C. Bouma, informing Synod that,
owing to various circumstances, they are not able to be
present this year, and wishing Synod the Lord’s blessing
in all its deliberations and decisions. These are received
as information. .

The President also welcomes Dr. R. Steb, President of
"Calvin College, as advisory member of Synod with the
privilege of the floor during the discussion of matters
pertaining to Calvin College; Dr. J. C. De Korne, Director
of Missions, as advisory member of Synod with the privi-
lege of the floor during the discussion of mission matters;
and Dr. H. Beets as Stated Clerk of Synod.

Finally, the President speaks a special word of welcome
to Prof. Dr. G. Ch. Aalders, fraternal delegate of the
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands, who presents the
following credential letter:

To the Synod of the Christian
Reformed Church of America.
DpAR BRETHREN :—

The Reformed Churches of the Netherlands (De Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland) have appointed

PROFESSOR G. CH. AALDERS, D.D.

as their delegate to convey to the Synod of the Christian Reformed
Church of America the expression of their most cordial brotherly
fellowship in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Tdh-ey warmly recommend this brother to the Symod’s fraternal
kindness. ‘
For the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands,

" The Committee for Correspondence
with Foreign Churches,

A. J. L. vAN BEECK CALKOEN, Chairman.
G. CH. AALDERS, Secretary.

The Hague
Hilversum } April 26, 1939.

This letter is received as information, and it is dec1dcd
to request Dr. Aalders to address Synod at a later session,
and meanwhile to accord to him all the privileges of the
floor as an advisory member of Synod. (Cf. Art. 35).

ARTICLE 7
-On 1not10n it is decided that Synod will meet from
8:30 to 11:45 A. M., with a recess from 9:45 to 10:00 A. M.;
and from 1:30 to 5 45 P. M., with a recess from 3:15 to
3 30 P. M.

ARTICLE 8
""The President appoints the following Program Com-
mittee: The officers of Synod together with the Revs.
M. M. Schans, T. Yff, I. Westra, P. F. Dahm, W. Van Rees,
D. J. Hoitenga, and C. R Veenstra and elders P. Van
Hekken, J. Van Dyk, S. G. Schaafsma F. C. Keegstra, H
Eekhof, J. Vogel, and H. Plaggemeyer (Cf. Art. 14).

ARTICLE 9
Mr. A. Peters, President of the Board of the Christian

~ Psychopathic Hospital Association, requests Synod to

visit ‘this institution at noon, Friday, June 16, and after
partaking of the dinner to be served there, to attend the
exercises in connection with the laying of the cornerstone
for the new building, Pine Rest. Transportation back and
forth will be provided by the institution for all the dele-
gates of Synod.

It is decided to accept this invitation. (Cf. Art. 31),

ARTICLE 10

In order to give the Program Committee time to per-
form the work entrusted to it, Synod now adjourns to
5:00 P.M,, and this first session is closed with prayer and
thanksglwng by the President.
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14
Second Session

ARTICLE 11
In opening this session, the Vice-President, the Rev. J.
J. Hiemenga, leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 12

The President appoints the following Committees:
Obituary Committee —the Revs. W. D. Vanderwerp and
J. Beebe.
" Reception Committee—the Revs. L. Van Laar and I
Westra.
. Committee on Appointments—the Revs. C. Huissen, P.
A. Spoelstra, W. Van Rees, and G. Zylstra; and the elders
J. H. Bosscher, J. Kramer, ‘and B. De Vries. :

ARTICLE 13

The arrangement for the preparatory examination of
the seminary graduates who desire to be admitted to
candidacy, as prepared by the Executive Committee of
the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Semlnary,
and previously published in our church papers, is adopted

‘ by Synod, as follows:

PREPARATORY EXAMINATIONS
Place: Seminary Chapel Time: Thursday, June 15, 1939
Peter De Jong — Rom. 5:1, 2
William Dryfhout — Rom. 5:10
Henry Evenhouse — Rom. 6:12, 13
Marinus Goote — Rom. 6:20-23
Fred Handlogten — Rom., 8:18
Lubbertus Oostendorp — Rom. 8:26, 27
Clifford Vander Ark — Rom. 8:23
Thomas Van Eerden — Rom. 8:28
Rolf Veenstra — Rom. 8:38, 39
Examinations will be conducted in the following branches:
Introduction — Classis Orange City
Theology — Classis Ostfriesland
Anthropology — Classis Pacific
Christology — Classis Pella
Soteriology — Classis Sioux Center
Ecclesiology — Classis Wisconsin
Eschatology — Classis Zeeland
Ethics — Classis California
Church Government — Classis Grand Rapids East
Knowledge of the Bible — Classis Grand Rapids South
Practical Questions — Classis Grand Rapids West
(The minister whose name heads the list of delegates from a cer-
tain Classis will do the examining for that Classis.)
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The credentials will be examined by the ministers named first of
Classes Hackensack, Holland, and Hudson.

The men who are to be examined must present the folowing:
1. A written recommendation of the Seminary faculty.

2. A written recommendation of the consistory, this to be not
merely a certificate of membership, but a declaration of the con-
sistory’s op1mon as to this member’s fitness for the gospel
“ministry.

3. A certificate of health.
In regard to this examination, it is further decided to
follow the same procedure as last year (Acts 1938, p. 12):

1. The sermons are to be given in two groups: Five of
the candidates before a group of delegates composed of
the first minister and the first elder of each Classis, to
meet in the Seminary Chapel. Four of the candidates
before a group of delegates composed of the second

-minister and the second elder of each Classis, to meet in

the Semlnary Assembly Room.
2. Each candidate is to receive 15 minutes for the

‘delivery of his sermon.

3. At the completion of the sermons the whole Synod
shall meet in the Seminary Chapel, to conduct the

- examination, allowing 20 minutes for each branch for

each of the various branches. -

" ARTICLE 14

The Report of the Program Committee is now submitted .
by the Rev. J. Gritter, and adopted by Synod as follows:

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your Committee advises Synod that the following matters be laid
directly before Synod without previous commitment to Advisory Com-

mittees:

Report IV, Agenda I, p. 27.

Reports IX, X, XI, XIII, XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII (a),
XVII (b), XVIII (¢), XXII, in Agenda IIL

The Report of the Committee appointed -by the previous Synod
to receive the material of Mr. C. J. Scholten and to advise
Synod on it.

The Report on the Lord’s Day Alliance by the Rev. J. J.
Hiemenga.

Your Committee further recommends the appointment of the follow-
ing Advisory Committees, and that material -be assigned as follows.
(The first mentioned is to serve as chalrman of the Committee, the
second as reporter).
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I. EDUCATIONAL MATTERS:

Materials: Report XXI, Agenda II, p. 99.
Report of Curatorium.
Report of Compendium Revision Committee.
Overture of Classis Ilinois in re Presidency .of
Calvin College.

Personnel:
Rev. C. Huissen Elder B. De Boer
“ W. Hendriksen “ J. Vogel .
_“ . E. Tanis “ 8. G. Schaafsma
“ T, Yfr “ H. Plaggemeyer

; . §{ Prof. L. Berkhof

] Admsers.{ Dr. R. Stob

II. CHURCH ORDER MATTERS:
Materials: Report I, Agenda I, pp. 8 ff.

Report II, Agenda T, pp. 11 ff.
Report XXII, Agenda II, pp. 106 ff.
Report XXIV, Agenda II, pp. 130 ff.
Overtures 5-10, Agenda II.

Personnel: .
Rev. A. J. Rus ‘ Elder P. Van Hekken
“ C. Veenstra “ J. Kramer
“ E. J. Holtrop . “ A, J. Groen
“ W. D. Vanderwerp ¢ L. De Witte
. Adviser: Prof. D. H. Kromminga

III. EMERITI MATTERS AND VARIA:
Materials: Report XIX, Agenda II, p. 89.
Report XX, Agenda II, p. 93.
Overture 17, Agenda II, p. 154.
Communication of J. Gritter, Secr. of the C. L. A.

Personnel : \
Rev. I. Westra Elder A. Minnema
“ Q. Zylstra “  W. Primus
“ G, Stob “ D. Ruik

’ “ A. De Vries
Adviser: Prof. L. Berkhof.

IV. BUDGET COMMITTER:
Materials: All financial matters.

Personnel:
Elder A. Peters Rev. D. Hoitenga,
“  H. Brasser Elder J. H. Bosscher ’
Rev. P. F. Dahm “ M. Bloem .
“° I F. Vosgkuil - “ H. Bolt

V. HOME MISSIONS:
Materials: Report V, Agenda I, p. 38.
Report of Ex. Comm. of Home Missions.
Overtures 1, 3, 4, Agenda II, pp. 138-140.

Personnel : .
Rev. J. R. Van Dyke Elder W. Hofstra
“ @G. J. Vander Riet ' “ R, Vander Wal
“  A. Disselkoen ‘“ B, Bandstra

“ C. Oldenburg R H. Bake
o ev. H. Baker
Advisers: { Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden
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VI. INDIAN AND CHINA MISSIONS:
Materials: Report VI, Agenda I, p. 87.
Report of Chr. Ref. Board of Missions.

" Personnel:
Rev. J. Beebe - : Elder N. Stielstra
“ L. Van Laar “ R, C Goldsword
“ A. H. Kort “ J. Rus
“  G. Gritter

; . § Dr. J. C, De Korne
Advisers: { Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden
VII. PUBLICATION MATTERS:
Materials: Report . VIII, Agenda I, p. 46.
Overtures 11 and 12, Agenda II, p. 150.
Communication of Dennis Ave. Consistory.
Report of Publication Committee.

Personnel :
Rev. C. Holtrop Elder H. Hekman
“ M. M. Schans “ F. C. Keegstra
“  W. Van Rees “ H. Eekhoff

“ J. Verhage
Adviser: Prof. H. Schultze.,

© VIII. PROTESTS AND APPEALS, A:
Materials: The Danhof and Fortuin Cases.

Personnel

-Rev. A. Persenaire Elder A. Meyster
“ C. Spoelhof “ J. Van Dyk
“ L. Van Haitsma “  A. Dokter
“ P. A. Spoelstra “ J. De Boer

Adviser: Prof. D. H. Kromminga.

IX. PROTESTS AND APPEALS, B:
: Materials: The Kalamazoo II Case and other matters.

Personnel :
Rev. J. J. Holwerda Elder B. De Vries
“ J. Rubingh “ G. Reitsma
“ J. T. Holwerda “  D. L. Muyskens
“ J. H. Voortman “ L. Stremler
Adviser: Prof. H. Schultze.
ARTICLE 15

This session is closed by Elder L. De Witte, who leads
in prayer and thanksgiving.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 15
Third Session

ARTICLE 16

According to yesterday’s decision (ef. Art. 13), Synod
assembles this morning in two groups, to hear the ser-
mons of the prospective candidates. The meeting of the
first group is opened with prayer by the Rev. J. Gritter,
that of the second group by the Rev. J. T. Holwerda.
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ARTICLE 17

The prospective candidates deliver their sermons ac-
cording to the schedule adopted yesterday, after which
Synod reconvenes in a body, meeting in executive session
to discuss the sermons. After some discussion it is de-
cided to appoint nine committees of two men each to
examine the written sermons more thoroly, and to report
their findings in this afternoon’s session (cf. Art. 23).

ARTICLE 18 ‘

The Comimittee to examine the credentials of the
prospective. candidates reports that it has found these
satisfactory. Two or three of the required papers are
still missing, but these will be submitted this afternoon.
Received as information.

ARTICLE 19

. Synod, now again in open session, proceeds with the
examination in the various branches according to the
schedule (cf. Art. 13).

ARTICLE 20

This session is closed with prayer and thanksgiving by -
elder H. Plaggemeyer.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15
Fourth Session
. ARTICLE 21 '
Synod unites in singing Psalm 119:3 of the Dutch
Psalter, and the first clerk, the Rev. D. Zwier, leads in
prayer. :
ARTICLE 22
Continuation of the examination of the prospective

. candidates, as per schedule. The examination is com-

pleted, after which an opportunity is given to all the
delegates for supplementary questioning, of which oppor-
tunity a few delegates avail themselves.

ARTICLE 23
Synod now meets again in executive session, to hear the
reports of the committees that have examined the written
sermons (cf. Art. 17). These are received as information.
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At the request of the assembly, President Berkhof of
Calvin Seminary, serves Synod with the Faculty’s opinion
" -and ‘advice with regard to the admittance of the young
men to candidacy. His report is received as information.

ARTICLE 24 :
During the discussion of the above reports the time for
adjournment arrives, and this session is closed with
prayer and thanksgiving by elder J. Verhage.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 16
Fifth Session .

ARTICLE 25

Psalm 25: 2 of the Dutch Psalter is sung, after which
Synod is led in prayer by the Rev. E. Tanis,

. ARTICLE 26

Synod, still .in executive session, continues the discus-
sion in regard to the admittance of the young men who
were examined yesterday, and then proceeds to vote by
ballot. : '

The result of the ballot is that all the nine brethren are
admitted to the candidacy for the sacred ministry of the
Word and the Sacraments: Peter De Jong, William
Dryfhout, Henry Evenhouse, Marinus Goote, Fred Hand-
logten, Lubbertus Oostendorp, Clifford Vander Ark,
Thomas Van Eerden, and Rolf Veenstra. '

ARTICLE 27 .

Synod now meets again in open session, and the young
men are called in. The President informs them in re-
-gard to Synod’s decision, and in fitting words congratu-
lates them, adds a few words of counsel and.admonition,
and asks Synod to unite in wishing them the Lord’s
blessing by singing from the Dutch Psalter the third
stanza of Psalm 134. .

The clerk is instructed to make proper announcement

of the candidacy of these brethren in “The Banner” and
“De Wachter.”
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ARTICLE 28

Synod now takes up the-matter of Radio Broadcasting.
The Report of the Committee appointed by the last Synod
(cf. Agenda, Part I, pp. 27—32) is read, and received as
information.

During the dlscussmn of this matter, the Rev. D.
Walters, President of the Committee, receives the privi-
lege of the floor.

The recommendations of the Committee, after being

_slightly amended, are adopted by Synod in the following
form:

A, That Synod holds up as its ideal a Reformed Hour
over a group of stations as the Lord prospers us in this
radio ministry.

B." That Synod expresses as its conviction that all of
our churches should make use of the opportunities to
broadcast over local stations as much as this is possible,
and at the same time urge all of our missionaries and min-
isters to avail themselves of such opportunities to spread
the gospel.

C. That Synod appoints a Committee of five members
who will contact one of the large radio stations and pur-
chase time for the coming radio season (a period of 26
weeks), beginning if possible "on the ﬁrst Sunday in
October, 1939.

D. That this half hour shall be known as the “Back .

to God Hour,” or some similar slogan, to be chosen by
the Committee.

E. That Synod urges every congregation in our de-
nomination to take up one offering for our proposed Hour,
before the beginning of this work.

In connection with this matter, Synod further deczdcs

1. To appoint the same Committee that rendered this
Report as the Radio Broadcasting Committee of the
Christian Reformed Church. -

2. To empower this Committee to begin the work of
actual broadcasting, and to take steps from time to time
towards the realization of the ideal as expressed in its
Report, viz. a Reformed Radio Hour over a group of
stations, and the appointment of one man as radio-
mmlster, in order to give continuity as well as urnty to
the messages from week to week.

. 3. To instruct this Committee to report on the progress -
of its work to the next Synod. (Cf. Art. 108.)
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ARTICLE 29
The Report of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College
and Seminary is read by the Rev. L. J. Lamberts, Secretary
of the Board, who during the discussion of this Report
" receives the privilege of the floor. (Cf. Supplement II).
The Report is received as information (cf. Art. 84, III).

~ ARTICLE 30

In closing this session, elder D. Kuik offers prayer and
thanksgiving.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16
Sixth Session

ARTICLE-31

[In the intérim between the morning and afternoon
sessions the members of Synod, together with its advisers
and reporters, were the guests of the Christian Psycho-
pathic Hospital Association at Cutlerville, Mich. Busses
furnished transportation to the Chapel of this institution,
where a bountiful dinner was served. After that all re-
paired to the place where the new building, Pine Rest, is
now being erected: The cornerstone of this long-desired
 and greatly needed building was laid with appropriate
exercises, in which the President of Synod and Dr. G. Ch.
Aalders were the speakers. This done, the busses brought
all members back for the afternoon session.]

(Cf. Art. 9).

This session is opened by the Rev. M. M. Schans, who
leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 32

The Reception Committee informs Synod that it will
introduce three speakers this afternoon, and proposes
that ten minutes be given to Mr. Mark Fakkema and also
to the Rev. J. J. Hiemenga, but that no time limit be set
“for the address by Prof. Dr. G. Ch. Aalders, our dis-
tinguished visitor from the Netherlands.
~ This proposal is adopted.

ARTICLE 33

© The Rev. I. Westra introduces Mr. Mark Fakkema, Gen-
eral Secretary of the National Union of Christian Schools,
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who addresses Synod on the work performed by the
Union in the interest of our Christian Schools.
Response is made by elder H. Hekman, who moves that
Synod again express its hearty interest in the cause of
Christian instruction and recommend the Union to our
churches for an annual offering or contribution.
This motion is adopted.

ARTICLE 34 :

The Rev. L. Van Laar introduces the Rev. J. J. Hiem
enga, our representative on the Board of the Lord’s Day’
Alliance of the United States.

Instead of delivering an address, the Rev. Hiemenga
reads his Report, and adds a few explanatory remarks.

This Report is received as information (¢f. Supplement
XI-a). o . ’

The Rev. C. Huissen responds, and moves that Synod
again recommend this cause to our churches for their
moral and financial support.

This motion is adopted.

- ARTICLE 35

At the request of the Reception Committee, Dr. M. J.
Wyngaarden introduces Prof. Dr. G. Ch. Aalders, dele-
gated by the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands to
our Synod (cf. Art. 6).

Dr. Aalders speaks in substance as follows:
My, President and Brethren:

I deem it a great privilege to address you and bring to you the
fraternal greetings of the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands.

Our Churches feel a strong tie that binds them to the Christian

Reformed Church in this country. The most prominent feature of
both is that they cling to the faith of our fathers, the Reformed faith,
the truth of the Word of God, best formulated, we believe, in the
Standards of our Churches. You have them and hold fast to these
Forms of Unity — so do we.
* This does not mean that we are perfect; there are many imper-
fections, faults, and failures in our ecclesiastical life. But we ear-
nestly endeavor to remain true and loyal to our Standards and to
the Word of God. :

It is not necessary for me to enlarge on present-day life in our
Churches in the Netherlands. You are acquainted with our problems.
But let me just mention a few of them.

One problem with which we are wrestling today is on the one hand
a sad one, yet on the other hand it causes us to rejoice: We have an
oversupply of about 130 candidates for the ministry. There was a
time when the need of ministers was so great that when a candidate
passed his examination the churches went after him as flies for sugar.
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That was not a desirable condition. But now young men often have
to wait from one to five. years before receiving a call, and some may
even then not receive any.- We try to find employment for them in
the work of the Lord. Most of them are engaged in the work of evan-
gelization, or as assistant pastors, but some . are not. This latter

- matter, that of assistant pastors, brings on another problem, because
our Church Order makes no provision for such pastors. Moreover,
there is the danger that churches may avail themselves of this situ-.
ation to get a pastor at a very low salary. Against this evil our
Synod of 19383 issued an earnest warning. We are trying to solve the
problem. Meanwhile, as a result of the situation, the number of
theological students is decreasing considerably. Perhaps this is the
only way in which the problem will ultimately be solved.

Another problem has arisen in the controversies now carried on in
regard to various dogmatical and ecclesiastical issues. : I shall not
say much about them. The Synod of Sneek this year will take up
these matters, and I am one of the Committee that is to report to
Synod on these matters. I only wish to express the hope, and to

. ask for your prayers, that the Synod may be enabled to make deci-
«sions that will be to the welfare of our Churches, to the glory of God,
and to the attainment of peace among the brethren. Above all, may
we remain true to the Word of God and to the faith of our fathers.

In conclusion, let me express the hope that the ties that bind us as
sister churches may be strengthened. in the years to come, and may
never be loosened. You are in a procéss of Americanization. That
is but natural. You cannot escape it, for you are called to be a salt and
a leaven in your country, and therefore you must Americanize. But
we pray that you may never during this process lose the faith of
the fathers. I desire to caution you on that score. We, as Reformed
Churches of the Netherlands, are not in such a process. But with
us, too, there is the danger of being drawn along by the strong ten-
dency of our days to get away from God and from the precious heritage
we have received. May the tie that binds us enable us to serve each
other in remaining true to our heritage. :

Once again, I am glad to bring you our greetings and the expres-
sion of our warm love for your churches. The Lord bless you and
keep you, the Lord cause His face to shine upon you and be gracious

unto you, the Lord lift up His countenahce upon you and give you
peace. '

The Rev. W. Hendriksen replies substantially as
follows:

Dr. Aalders, the applause that spontaneously arose after your
address shows that you have already a place in our heart and have
spoken according to our heart. We knew you before this through
your writings, by which we have greatly profited. During the days
that you have. been with us, we have come to know you still better
through your sermons and lectures, as well as through personal asso-
. ciation. We welcome you as a delegate of the Reformed Churches of
the Netherlands, and hope to profit from the advice and counsel you
can give us. We assure you that we, too, desire to stand fast in the
faith that has been delivered unto us, the Reformed faith of our
fathers. May your presence here serve to strengthen the tie that
binds us in the Lord. g
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ARTICLE 36 "
Synod now takes in hand the Report of the Advisory

- Committee on Emeriti Matters and Varia, the Rev. G.

Zylstra serving as reporter:

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

* Your Committee on Emeriti Matters and Varia at this
time presents, ﬁrst of all, its advice on the followmd
emeriti matters:

I. The Report of the Emeritus Board (cf. Supplement
XII-a).

1. Your Committee recommends that this Repon
found in the Agenda, Part II, (pp. 83-92) be received as
information, with gratxtude to the. Board for its many
labors.

2. We advise that the action of the Board in grantmq
support to the Rev: J. C. De Bruyn and to thé Rev. M. B,
Botbyl, and the extending of aid to Wm. Qostendorp, Mrs.
T. Vander Ark and Mrs. H. J. Mulder be approved by
Synod.

Adopted.

3. We call the attention of Synod to the fact that the

Rev. L. Trap has been restored to health so that he could

resume his labors; and to the fact that Mrs. J. L. Heeres
graciously notified the Board that she is not in need of
support at present.

Received as information.

4. Your Committee advises that the allowances which
the Board recommends for the beneficiaries of the
Emeritus Fund be accepted by Synod, including an allow-
ance of $300.00 for Mrs. H. J. Mulder whose name was
omitted from the list by the printer of the Agenda

Adopted.

5. We recommend that Synod accede to the request of
the Board found under “(a)” on page 91, by changing the
rules of the Emeritus Board so that a child up to and’
lncludlng 18 years of age be considered a dependent.

Adopted.

6. We also advise that Synod urge upon our Churches
the diligent payment of the assessment for this Fund, and
that quarterly, for the reasons glven under “(b)”

Adopted
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7. Your Committee advises that Synod also accede to
the request of the Board that Synod instruct the con-
sistories to investigate whether support of beneficiaries
_in their church should be continued, whenever renewed
application for aid is made.

Ground:

The consistory is best quallﬁed to decide whether the
* support should be continued.

Synod decides to table this advice.

8. Anent the suggestion of the Board under “(d)”, p.
92, that a way might be found whereby emeriti ministers,
who are able, might perform some church work and earn
a little to supplement their meager allowance, your com-
mittee recommends that consistories be urged to engage
such ministers if possible, e.g., for some pastoral work,
and to remunerate them for such labors.

Adopted.

9. We advise the adoption of the budget proposed by
the Board for 1939-1940 in the amount of $44,950.00 (p. 92)

Synod refers this to the Budget Committee (cf. Art 92,
XXI). (Continued in Art. 42).

ARTICLE 37

On motion it is decided to adjourn until Monday, June
19, at 1:30 P. M., and this session is closed with prayer by
elder A. J. Groen.

MONDAY AFTERNOON?JUNE 19
Seventh Session

ARTICLE 38

After Synod has united in singing No. 231 of the Psalter
Hymnal, the Rev. A. J. Rus leads in prayer.

ARTICLE 39

- The roll call shows that all members of Synod are

present, except that the place of the Rev. W. Hendriksen
‘of Classis Grand Rapids East is taken by the Rev. .
Weidenaar, who at the request of the chair expresses hlS
agreement with our Forms of Unity.

ARTICLE 40

The minutes of the first six sessions are read by the
clerk, and accepted as read.
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* ARTICLE 41

Mr. Richard Postma, as Youth Secretary of the Ameri-
can Federation of Reformed Young Men’s Societies, is
introduced by the Rev. L. Van Laar of the Reception
Committee, and addresses Synod on the work he has done
for the Federation since the last Synod. (Cf. Supplement
X).

The Rev. G. Stob in responding for Synod speaks words
of hearty commendation, and moves that Synod again
assure the Federation of its sincere interest in the cause,
and again recommend it to our churches for their moral
and financial support. The motion is adopteéd.

ARTICLE 42

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee
on Emeriti Matters and Varia (cf. Art. 36):

II. Report of the Emeritus Fund Committee (cf. Report
‘XX in Agenda II, p. 93ff.) :

" 1. Your Committee recommends that Synod receive
this Report for information, and express its thanks for
the work .of the Committee.

Adopted. :

2. We advise the adoption of the proposed “Rules for
the Peﬁlsion and Relief Funds of the Christian Reformed
Church.” ' '

During the discussion of this matter the Rev. W. Kok,
reporter for the Emeritus Fund Committee, receives the
privilege of the floor.

After a number of emendations have been made, Synod
adopts the proposed Rules as printed among the Supple-
ments of these Acts. (Cf. Supplement XII-b).

3. Your Committee further recommends that Synod
‘also adopt the following proposals of the Emeritus Fund
Committee:

a. Th?it Article 13 of our Church Order be revised to

read:

“Ministers, who by reason of age, sickness or other- .
wise, are rendered incapable of performing the .
duties of their office, shall nevertheless retain the

honor and title of a minister, and the Church which

they have served shall provide honorably for them

(likewise for the orphans and widows of ministers)
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out of the common funds of the chufches accordinq
to the general ecclesiastical ordinance in the matter.”
Adopted.

b " That the present Capital Fund be divided, one third
" for the Relief Fund and two thirds for the Pension
Fund, in order that there may be a reserve in both
funds.

Adopted.

C.. That this plan shall apply to all beneficiaries of the
present Emeritus Fund; but that those emeritated
ministers, their w1dows and orphans who do not
draw from the present fund, shall receive pension
from Pension Fund only upon request, since they
did not contribute to this Fund and apparently are
.not in need.

Adopled.

‘A motion is made and adopted that the Fund be put
into operation on January 1, 1940.

III. A belated Overture of Classis Grand Raplds East

was placed in the hands of your Commlttee The Over-
ture follows:

“Classis Grand Rapids East proposes to Synod that the followmg
method be adopted regarding the renewals of recommendations for
support from the Emeritus Fund:

“l., The Emeritus Committee shall inform all- Conmstorles who
have beneficiaries in their congregations concerning the amounts
-whiceh it will recommend for such beneficiaries before the next to the
last classical meeting before Synod.

“2. When the recommendations have been read at the classical
meeting, the chairman shall ask whether any Consistory objects to
the amounts recommended for their beneficiaries or for those of othex
churches. Such Consistories shall then correspond with the Emer-
itus Committee before the following Classis, and shall have the right
to receive all the confidential information which the Emeritus Com-
mittee has on the pérsons in question. In case the Consistory sees
the point of view of the Committee and agrees, it shall so report
to Classis. In case the Emeritus Committee sees the point of view
of the Consistory and agrees, it shall s0 report to Classis. In case the
Consistory and the Emeritus Com:rmttee cannot agree, both shall report
to Classis.

“3. At the last. meeting of the Classis before Synod the - Classis
shall endorse all the recommendations of the Ewmeritus Committee
which have not been contested, or on which the Consistories and the
‘Committee have come to an agreement. Where dlsa,greement ‘has been
reported, the Classis shall go into executive session, consider all the
facts, and-decide what to recommend to Synod..

-
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“The adoption of such a policy will have the following advantages:

“a, The initiative in these confidential and delicate matters is taken
by the Emeritus Committee which has more information on the bene-
ficiaries of its Fund than the Consistories or Classes.

“b. The confidential information which the Emeritus Committee
has in its possession will not have to be divulged to any Consistory
except in those exceptional cases where a Consistory feels it has
reasons for challenging the recommendations of the Committee.

“c. The control exercised by the Consistories and Classes in cases
where this seems necesgary will really mean something, since they
will be in a position to pass judgment as well as the Emeritus Com-

mittee, while at the present time the recommendations made by the
" Consistories and by the Classes are valueless, because the information
which they need to judge intelligently is not available to them.

“d. Notification sent to the Consistories by the Emeritus Com-
mittee before the next to the last Classis before Synod will enable
those Consistories to visit the beneﬁcmnes in whom they are inter-
ested, if they feel the need of it.”

Our advice to Synod is that this overture should be
rejected.

Grounds: )

1. The request for allowance should be conveyed

T through the Consistory of the church with which the
beneficiary is connected, which body is best able to
determine what the needs are, in keeping with the

~ practice which obtains at present.

2. The plan suggested is too complex and decidedly
impractical, especially in those Classes which meet
only twice a year.

Synod adopts the advice of the Committee. .

~ IV. Classis Hudson recommends the Rev. R. Bolt of
Whitinsville, Mass., to the Synod for honorable emerita-
tion. A letter from the Stated Clerk of said Classis,
recommending the brother, is in the hands of your Com-
mittee.

We advise Synod to grant honorable emeritation to the
Rev. R. Bolt and to instruct the Emeritus Board to adjust
the allowance requested from its Fund.

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 90).

ARTICLE 43

The Rev. W. D. Vanderwerp reports for the Obltuary
‘ Commlttee as follows:
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DEAR BRETHREN :

Since our last Synod four superannuated ministers, two
in the active ministry, and one of our professors of Calvin
College, have been taken away.

Born Ordained Died

The Rev. H. E. Oostendorp......1881 1911 7-28-1938

The Rev.E. Van Korlaar.........._. 1864 1899 °  11- 5-1938

The Rev. H. J. Mulder................ 1880 1908 11- 7-1938

The Rev. P. Kosten .................... 1845 1884 - 11-13-1938

The Rev. J. A. Gerritsen......._.. 1869 1901 3- 8-1939

The Rev. H. Kamps ..o, 1860 1897 3-16-1939
: Appointed

Prof. K. Schoolland.................... 1851 1894 9-20-1938

All these brethren have served our Church or College
faithfully as long as it pleased the Lord to give them
health and strength.
" Since they have now been removed from our midst and
. have finished their blessed service, :
Synod resolves:

1.

Adopted.

Humbly to submit to the will of our heavenly Father
who has taken them unto Himself and given them
the reward of the faithful;

.. To acknowledge the taIents and gifts they possessed

and their falthful service rendered unto the Church
or Calvin College;

To extend unto the bereaved our sincere sympathy,
commending them to God and His grace for divine
comfort;

.. To endeavor to instill in us a greater zeal and dili-

gence for -the Lord’s cause, working while it is day,
before the night cometh in which no man can work;
To spread these resolutions upon our minutes and
to send a copy to the hereaved relatives.

The Committee,.

W. D. VANDERWERP
JouN BEEBE

ARTICLE 44

The Report of the Treasurer of the Christian Reformed
Jewish Missions (General Fund), as found in Agenda,
‘Part II, p. 51ff., is received as 1nf0rmat10n (Cf. Supple-
ment VI). '



Acts oF SyNop, 1939 25

ARTICLE 45

The Report of the Paterson Hebrew Mission Board, as
found in Agenda,ﬂ Part II, p. 55f., is received as informa-

_tion.

ARTICLE 46

The Report of the Chicago Jewish Mission, as found in
Agenda, Part II, p. 58ff., is received as information.

ARTICLE 47

The Report of the Synodical Committee for South
America, as found in Agenda, Part II, p. 66ff., is received
as information, Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden serving as re-
porter.™) '

The recommendations on pp. 69 and 70 are taken up
seriatim: :

1. With full appreciation of the several months of work

" performed annually in the Boer congregation of Chubut,

southern Argentina, by the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt of
Buenos Aires, in northern Argentina, Synod instruct its
Committee for South America to put forth efforts to the
end that Chubut may also ere long receive Classical ap-
pointments by the Rev. Wm. V. Muller and the Rev. Jerry,
Pott, in the light of the following grounds and considera-
tions: )

1. The young people of this Boer Reformed Church, a
church numbering 320 souls, are drifting away from the
church and from the faith to an alarming extent;

2. It is therefore impossible to wait with additional

-pastoral work, in this Boer Church, until South Africa .
sends Chubut a full time minister, although this should -

really be done by the South African Reformed Church,
for their own people; :

3. Our ministers, the Rev. Wm. V. Muller and the Rev.
Jerry Pott, are under a heavy and continuous strain, in
their.own bilingual congregations, and the health of these
brethren would no doubt be benefitted through a few
classical appointments annually, in Chubut with its
dozen places of worship; :

* In connection with the recommendations of this Report, a letter
dated June 1, 1939, from the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt was at hand, and
briefly considered. This letter will be taken up further by Dr. H.
Beets, the President of this Committee, with the similar Committee
of the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands, D. V., this summer.
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4. Chubut has requested a full time pastor from South
Africa, promising to pay a part of the expense; and
Chubut would undoubtedly take a portlon of the expense
of such classical appointments; .

5. It is expected that some of the expense could be
borne by Classis Buenos Aires.

Adopted.

II. The second recommendatlon of the Committee,
pertaining to financial matters, is referred to the Budget
Committee. (C.f Art, 92, XIV).

III. The same action is taken with regard to the third
recommendation of the Committee. (Cf. Art. 92, XIV).

IV. A fourth recommendation of the Commlttee, not
found in the Agenda, reads as follows

Seemg that the President of otir Committee, Dr. Henry
Beets, is a delegate this summer to the General Synod of
the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, your Com-

' mittee requests Synod to instruct Dr. Beets to meet with
the Committee for South America in The Netherlands, to
consult concerning all our common problems in Classis
Buenos Aires, particularly the spiritual and financial
problems of Chubut since -both the ecclesiastical author-
[ty and the fi nancial responsibility, concerning the con-
gregation of Chubut, rest upon the Reformed Churches
of the Netherlands, of which Chubut is a congregatlon

Adopted.

ARTICLE 48.

The Report of the delegate to the American Bible So-
ciety, as found in Agenda, Part II, p. 76f., is received as
information.

The recommendation to commend this worthy enter-
prise to our people and to place this Society upon the list
of accredited causes is adopted.

ARTICLE 49

The Report of the representative of the National Chris-
tian Association, as found in Agenda, Part II, p. 78f., is
received as mformatlon

The récommendation to continue fo give this cause our
moral and financial support, and to urge all our congre-
gations to remember it with an annual offering, is adopted.
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ARTICLE 50 .

The Report of the National Christian Assocw\tlon "as
found in Agenda Part II, p. 80, is recelved as information.

ARTICLE 51

The Report of the Synodical Committee is read by Dr.
"H. Beets, and received as information. (Cf. Supplement
I-a).

" 1. The question whether we shall again send delegates
to corresponding Churches in the United States is referred
to the Advisory Committee on Varia. (Cf. Art. 90, VIII).

- 2. The question as to the amount of traveling expenses
to be allowed the two brethren delegated by the Synod

of 1938 to the General Synod of the Reformed Churches
of the Netherlands, to meet this year at Sneek, is referred

to the Budget Committee. (Cf. Art.-92, XV).

3. Synod further instructs its Stated Clerk to. express
its appreciation of the work done by Senator Vanden Berg
and Congressman Mapes to help defeat that part of the -
proposed Social Security Act which pertalned to the
mmlstry

ARTICLE 52

The Report of the Committee in re a Reformed Ecu-
menical Council, together with the Reply to Questions
transmitted to our Synod by Dr. G. Ch. Aalders, and the
Letter to the South African Church, as found in Agenda,
Part II, pp. 81 to 88, is received as information, and the

actions of the Committee are approved (Cf. Supplement
XIII-a, -b, and -c).

ARTICLE 53

The Report of the Committee on Testimony concerning
our Attitude toward War, as found in Agenda, Part 11,
_ pp- 120 to 129, is received as information.

The proposed “Testimony regarding the Christian’s
Attitude toward War and Peace” is adopted (Cf. Sup-
plement XIV). :

ARTICLE 54 ‘
The Report of the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, delegated by
our Synod of 1938 to the Jubilee of the Lord’s Day Alliance
of the United States, is read by the second clerk, and re-
ceived as information. (Cf. Supplement XI-b).
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The matter of reappointing the Rev. J. J. Hiemenga as
our representative on the Board of the Alliance is referred
. to the Committee on Appointments, (Cf. Art. 108).

ARTICLE 55

Synod now takes in hand the Report of the Committee
appointed by the last Synod to give advice in re the
protest of C. J. Scholten, the Rev A, J. Rus serving as
reporter:

I. History of the case (cf. Acts 1938, Art. 113).

Nore. The protest of Mr. Scholten, together with a com-
munication of Classis Sioux Center regarding it, and
the Committee’s evaluation of the protest, are pre-
served in the archives of Synmod.

II. Advice of the Committee:

Since Mr. Scholten has not complied with the instruc-
tions of the Synod of 1938, we advise Synod to inform him
that no protest of his can be considered until he shall have
complied with Synod’s instructions.

Adopted.

It is further moved that Mr. Scholten be 1nfor1ned that
if he does not comply with Synod’s instructions two
months before the next Synod, his case shall be considered
closed.

Adopted.

ARTICLE 56

The Advisory Committee on Protests B reports as fol-
lows in the case of Mr. D. Stroobosscher:

1. The material placed into the hands of your Com-
mittee consists of three letters of complaint and a
“paschrift” of Mr. Stroobosscher.

2, The findings of the Synod of 1938 in this case are
recorded on pp. 28 and 29 of the Acts.

3. Your Committee has compared the material in hand
with the statement of the Advisory Committee of 1938 and
finds nothing that warrants a reopening of the case.

4. Your Committee therefore advises Synod to declare
that since no new material is presented, this case should
not be reopened.

Adopted.
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ARTICLE 57

The Rev. C. R. Veenstra reports for the AdV]SOI‘y Com-
mittee on Church Order: ‘

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:

Your Committee at this time reports on the following
overtures which were placed in our hands:

1. Overture of Classis Sioux Center:

“Classis overtures Synod to erase from the Synodical
Rules of Procedure under motions to rescind (Acts 1934,
p. 311) (A), which reads: ‘All motions to rescind shall
require a two-thirds majority in order to carry.’ Ground:

“This rule is contrary to Art. 31 of our Church Order,
which states that whatsoever may be agreed upon by a
majority vote shall he considered settled and binding.”

Your Committee, after a careful consideration of the
entire Article V: “Motions to bring matters once decided

~again before Synod,” is of the opinion that Section 2:
“To Rescind” ought to be erased from the Rules of Order.
Grounds:

a) The rule for rescinding is in conflict with Art. 31 of
the Church Order, which demands only a strict
majority for rescission.

'b) Motions to bring matters once decided again before
Synod are entirely covered by the first and the
second sections of this Article.

¢) If only the first section is deleted, as Classis Sioux
Center requests, there is left too much opportunity
for annoyance by bringing up the same matter.

Your Committee therefore advises Synod to erase the
entire said section from the Rules of Order. .

Adopted.

2. Overture of Classis Orange City:

“Inasmuch as there is an apparent conflict and un-
certainty in the matter of the authority,K of the Classis
(Classical Committee and of the Homé Missions Commit-
- tee of Classis) and the Executive Committee for Home
Missions, Classis Orange City petitions Synod to clearly
define the functions of these bodies in granting a vacant,
subsidized church permission to call. Grounds:
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1. In practice and in the thought of our church there

. is a conflict between the Church Order (Artt. 4 and
5) and subdivision h. under Art. 5 of the Home Mis-
sion Order.

2. This became especially apparent in the experience
of Bigelow, Minn., which, having received classical .
permission to call, had to wait nearly three months
(Dec. 6, 1938 to March 2, 1939) before they could
proceed to calling, due to the uncertainty and con-

" fusion in this matter.”

Your Committee desires to call Synod’s attention to

these facts:

a. That Classis Orange City calls this an “apparen/

- conflict” which is entirely correct, for the conflict
is not a real conflict. The regulatlons of the Church
Order Articles 4 and 5 remain intact and are applied.
The work of the subsidy Committee is limited to
_the financial angle of calling. And this regulation .of
finances from the Denominational Subsidy Fund has
been assigned to the Subsidy Committee.

b. That Classis Orange City is hardly correct in stating
that “in practice . . . . there is a conflict between
Articles 4 and 5 of the Church Order and the Home

. Mission Order, Art. 5 h.” The rule is simply that a
subsidized church first applies for reinstatement on
the subsidized list at the rate in effect for the cur-
rent year, then proceeds along the line designated

.in Articles 4 and 5 of the Church Order.

¢. The incident of the congregation of Bigelow, Minn.,
mentioned by Classis Orange City, has been ade-
quately answered by the Executive Committee for
Home Missions in its Report. .

Your Committee therefore recommends that Synod de-

clare that it is unnecessary to define more clearly the
functions of said bodies in granting a vacant subsidized
church permission to call. Grounds:

a. There is no real conflict between the authority of
Classis and the Executive Committee for Home
Missions.

b. There is no real conflict between Articles 4 and 5
of the Church Order and Article 5, par. h of the
" Home Mission Order.

Adopted.
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3. Overture of Classis Siouxr Center in fe the need of
an official definition of the concepts “Complaints,” “Pro-
tests,” and “Appeals.” . (Cf. Agenda, Part II, pp. 144-148).

Your Committee recommends that Synod declare that
there is no need of appointing a Committee for this
purpose. Grounds:

a. Article 31 of the Church Order already contains the
fundamental sugdestlon as to the meaning of the
terms “complaint’ and “appeal” when it states: “If
any one complains that he has been wronged by the
decision of a minor assembly, he shall have the

_ right to appeal to a major assembly. .. .”

b. Synod of 1936 (Art. 137, pp. 91, 92) by adopting in
part an overture from Classis Wisconsin in re
method of procedure on appeals and protests has
declared by implication what appeals and protests
are: “A copy of an appeal or a protest must be sent
to the body from whose decision appeal, or against
which protest is made.”

Adopted

4. Overture of Classis Pella:

“Classis overtures Synod to urge the congregations
whose number of families is approximately 200 and above
to separate into two or more congregations:

Reasons for this overture:

1. Neither the minister of the gospel nor the elders can

‘ know the flock sufficiently and tend to their pastoral

duties. The result is that many members are

= neglected which is detrimental to the spiritual life
of old and young.

2. That the shepherds cannot watch the flock sufficient-
ly, especially in regard to the proper use of the
means of grace, as well the attendance of divine
services as the use of the holy sacraments.

3. That the contact is lost hetween the members
mutually, so that the communion of saints cannot |

. properly be exercised.

4. That great numbers lose their interest in the affairs

of the church ‘which also becomes evident by the

way they contribute -or rather do not contribute to
the needs of the church.” ‘
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© Your Commiittee, reahnng the truth of the reasons
adduced, advises Synod to urge the consistories of such
~ congregations to consider the advisability of separating
info two or more congregations.

Rejected.

5. Overture of Classis California:

“Classis wishes to call the attention of Synod to the
irregular status of the Rev. C. Van Dyk as minister of
Glendale and of our Classis and church in general. His
active ministry at Glendale has been terminated, although
he still is a minister of Glendale in good and regular
standing. But he has no regular charge in any of the
churches and it may be doubted whether his status as
minister of the Christian Reformed Church should be
continued indefinitely.”

In connection with this overture there was referred to
your Committee a request of the Rev. C. Van Dyk to con-
tinue his ministerial status, supported by the Consistory
of Glendale, Calif., and approved by the Classwal Com-

. mittee of Classis Cahfornla ‘
Your Committee recommends that Synod grant the re-
- quest to continue the ministerial status of the Rev. C.
Van Dyk until the Synod of 1940, and to declare that by
this decision the overture of Classis California is
answered.
Adopted. (Continued in Art. 91).

ARTICLE 58
At the close of this session elder J. Vogel Ieads Synod in
prayer and thanksgiving.

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20
Eighth Session

ARTICLE 59
This session is opened by singing No. 62 of the Psalter
Hymnal, and prayer by the Rev. L. Van Haitsma.

ARTICLE 60
The roll call shows all the members present. The Rev.
. W. Hendriksen is again present in the place of his alternate.
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ARTICLE 61 _
The minutes of the seventh session are read and
accepted. ) : . .
ARTICLE 62

The Report of the Advisory Committee in re Publica-
tion Matters is presented by the Rev. M. M. Schans:

ESTEEMED BRETHREN : -

Your Committee has received the Report of the Publi-

" cation Committee. We recommend that it be read and

rceived as information, (Cf. Supplement IX.)

Adopted. .

1. In accordance with the request of the Publication
Committee, we recommend that Mr. J. B. Hulst be given
the courtesy of the floor in all matters pertaining to this
Report. .

Adopted.

2. We suggest that the apparent loss in the publication
of The Banner and De Wachter, which is partially ex-
plained in the Report, be more fully explained by Mr. Hulst.

Adopted. Mr. Hulst gives a satisfactory explanation
of the matter.

3. We call Synod’s attention to the fact that the num-
ber of subscriptions to The Banner is now 17,100, and
that to De Wachter, tho decreasing, is also satisfactory,
viz. 5,400,

Received as information.

4. We are happy to inform Synod that 45,000 copies of
the Psalter Hymnal have thus far been sold, and that with
but few exceptions all our congregations use them. A few
congregations of others denominations are also using them.

Received as information.

5. In view of the fact that no previous decision has
been made with respect to the finances connected with
the publication of the Psalter Hymnal and the Sunday
School papers, we propose that such funds as accrue from
their sale shall be placed in the same general fund as
those of The Banner and De Wachter. :

Adopted.

6. With regard to the matters under. section VIII, requir-
ing synodical action, your Committee proposes: :
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a. Approval of the appointment of the Rev, J. Gritter to
fill the vacancy caused by the departure of the Rev. J. J.
Steigenga.

Adopted.

b. Provision for regular articles on Jewish Missions in.
both The Banner and De Wachter under the direction of
Dr. J. C. De Korne.

Adopted.
~ . ¢. Approval of the Publication Committee’s action in
revising some chorales in the Psalter Hymnal.

Adopted.

d. Continuation of the special committee for the ap-
praisal of the Market St. property.
Adopted. :

e. Approval of the work of the Sunday School Lesson
Planning Commitiee, which was not authorized, but nec-
“essary to avoid an emergency.

Adopted.

f. Appointment of a committee for planning the lesson
cycles for our Sunday Schools. .
Adopted. Referred to the Committee on Appointments, -
(Continued in Art. 83.)

. ARTICLE 63

Synod now takes in hand the Report of the Budget
Commitiee, elder H. Brasser reporting:

-ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your Committee has the honor of reporting on the fol-
lowing matters: '

1. Overture 13 (Agenda, Part II, pp. 150 and 152).

In regard to the cancellation of the arrearages of the
Hawarden congregation, your Committee recommends the
following: »

We fully appreciate the financial difficulties and general
condition of the Hawarden congregation; however, we
recommend that Synod should not cancel the debt as re-
quested, for the following reasons:

1. These arrearages have already been cut to about one-

_ half of their original amounts;
2. Even though the need for the payment of these ar-
rearages-is urgent, yet there is no demand that they
be paid immediately;

4
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3. The situation at Hawarden is not comparable to the
Dakota churches for which a previous Synod can-
celled the arrearages.

Adopted.

II. Overture 14 (Agenda, Part II, pp. 152 and 154).

In regard to the cancellation of the Synodical Assess- -
ments as per Overture of Classis Orange City in behalf .
of the Ireton congregation, your Committee decided as
follows:

‘We fully appreciate the financial difficulties and general
condition of the Ireton congregation, and yet, we recom-
mend that Synod should not cancel the debt as requested,
for the following reasons: (same as in I above, in subsec—
tion 3 suhstltutmg Ireton for Hawarden). :

Adopted.

III. Overture 15 (Agenda, Part II, p. 154).

In regard to the recommendation of Classis Holland that
Synod cancel the arrearages of the Noordeloos and Pine
Creek congregations, your Committee has decided as
follows:

We realize the inability of these congregations to pay,
and yet we recommend to Synod that these arrearages
should not be cancelled, and further recommend that Synod
suggest to Classis Holland that Classis take over fhese
arrearages and hold itself responsible for them, and further
that Classis make possible arrangements with these con-
gregations to have them share at least a part in the payment
of these arrearages. Reasons:

1. .These arrearages have already been cut to about one-

half of their original amounts;

2. Even though the need for the payment of these ar-
rearages is urgent, yet there is no demand that they
be paid immediately;

3. We call the attention of Synod to “considerations for
our advice on assessments’” as found in the Acts of
Synod 1936, page 70, III, under C,where Classes are
advised to become respon51b1e for arrearages of con-
gregations which are unable to pay.

Adopted.

IV. Overtire 16 (Agenda Part II, p. 154).

Although we appreciate the difficulties of the Newton
congregatlon we recommend that Synod do not cancel the
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debt as requested, but suggest to Classis Pella that it assume
this arrearage and arrange with this congregation that it
share in the payment of this arrearage. Grounds:
~1. This congregatlion was organized in the fall of 1935,
and was therefore obliged to pay for 1936;

2. A decision of the Synod of 1936 (p. 70, III, C) advises
Classes to become responsible for arrearages of con-
gregations which are unable to pay.

Adopted.

V. A belated Overture of Classzs Grand Rapzds South,
which reads as follows:

Classis Grand Rapids South forwards an overture from
the Hope Consistory to your honorable body with com-
ment. The overture reads as follows:

“Hope requests Synod to cancel all its arrearages in
assessments prior to 1938. Reasons:

1. There are now only four (4) families left of what

was once the Hope Church;

2. The other members have helped pay said assessments

at their respective churches. from which they came.”

Although your Committee appreciates the peculiar situ-
ation at the Hope congregation it recommends to Synod
that the request be refused, because the Hope congregation
is still existing (although the place of worship was
changed) ; and whenever a member leaves one congregation
he is no longer responsible for his debt, and so also when
he joins another congregation, he assumes his share of the
debts of that congregation. The debts are congregational,
not family debts. :

Adopted.

VI. National Christian Association.

In regard to the National Christian Association your
Committee is very thankful that Synod has received a copy
of its Statement of Assets and Liabilities, which shows the -
Association to be in a very fine financial condition as per-
taining to_the items covered in its financial statement.

Your Committee recommends to Synod to grant its Te-

“qquest for our continued financial support.
Adopted.

NOTE: This organization received a total of $1,296.74,
between May 1938 and May 1939, from 104
Christian Reformed congregations. This
amounts to more than two-thirds of the total
contrlbutlons received.
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VII. Two Overtures of Classis Pacific:

1. Classis Pacific repeats its request for financial aid
from the Synodical Fund, as formerly.

2. Overture from the Church at Manhattan and supported
by Classis: “Dat de Synode zich duidelijk uitspreke over
classicale onkosten van Classis Pacific, daar zij als grond
aangeeft Acts 1938: a. ‘“There are Classes whose classical
expenses amount to 60c per year and more.’ De onkosten
voor Classis Pacific zijn niet 60c per jaar, maar voor elke
vergadering. Wordt hier bedoeld, dat Classis Pacific 60c
per jaar betale of 60c per vergadermg‘?”

Your Committee recommends that Synod aid Classis Pa-
cific to the extent of 60c per family for Classical Expenses
for the year 1939, and also the same amount for the year
1940; and that Synod considers this also as an answer to
the Overture of the Manhattan Church.

Adopted.

VIII. Jewish Mzsstons

In regard to these Missions your Comnuttee recommends
the following:

A. That Synod approve the financial report of the Gen-
. eral Fund of Jewish Missions (Agenda, Part II, pp. 53, 54).
Adopted.

B. That Synod approve the financial report of the Pater-
son Hebrew Mission (Agenda, Part II, p. 57) and of the

" Chicago Jewish Mission (Agenda Part II pp. 62, 63).
Adopted.

C. That Synod approve the proposed Budget of the Pat-
erson Hebrew Mission (Agenda, Part 11, p. 57).

Adopted.

D. That Synod approve the proposed budget of the Ch1—
cago Jewish Mission (Agenda, Part II, p. 63). This budget
is larger than formerly, but because the Mission looks for-
ward to the appointment of a full-time worker, we recom-
mend that the budget he adopted.

Adopted.

IX. Transfer of $1,000.00 to Nathanael Inslitute.

In regard to the suggestion of Classis Hackensack to
transfer $1,000 from the cash balance of the Paterson He-
brew Mission to the Nathanael Institute of Chicago for pay-

ment on its indebtedness, your Committee recommends that
Synod concur in thig suggestlon

,
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The suggestion of this Classis is found in a letter dated
May 31, 1939, addressed to Dr. Beets, signed by J. Van
Bruggen, S. C., but the report referred to in this letter is
" not m. your Committee’s possession.

Adopted. )

X. Report of the Synodical Treasurer {cf. Supplement
1-b).

A. In regard to the Report of the Synodical Treasurer,
your Committee recommends that Synod accept this report.
The total receipts, including the initial balance, are
$16,195.89, and the total disbursements are $6,440.47, leav-
ing a final balance June 14, 1939, of $9,755.42.

"Adopted. o

B. In view of the large balance on hand, your Commit-
tee further recommends that the assessment for Synodical
expenses for the year 1940 be 15c. ‘

Adopted.

XI. Quota for Hebrew Missions.

Your Committee recommends that it be the same as last
* year, namely, 76c per family. )

Adopted.

XII. Report of Transportation Secretary. :
Your Committee recommends to Synod the acceptance

of the report of the Transportation Secretary, Mr. B.

Pousma,’” and an expression of appreciation for his
services. '

‘Adopted. »

The Transportation Secretary has not submitted a bill
for expenses borne by him in his work, neither is he
remunerated for his labor. Therefore, your Committee
recommends that Synod, in appreciation of his past ser-
vices, present him with a gift of $25.00. :

Adopted.

XIII. Church Help Fund. '

A. Your Committee recommends that the Report per-
taining to this Fund be received as information. (Cf. Sup-
plement IV). :

Adopted. ' :

B. Your Committee refers Synod to the Report of the
Church Help Committee on page 71, Agenda, Part II, and
to an additional Report of the same Committee in a letter
to Synod dated June 5, 1939.
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Both the Report in the Agenda and the additional Re-
port reveal to your Committee that something more or
less radical must be done to place this Fund in the condi-
tion in which it ought to be.

Your Commlttee, after considerable discussion of this
matter, is of the conviction that some changes ought to
be made in regard to this highly nece:sary and yet often
neglected Fund of our Church.

We are of the opinion that the Chuich has been too
lenient in the past years pertaining to the payment of
loans from this Fund. At present not less than 99 con-
gregations of our less than 300 congregations are owing
larger or smaller sums to this Fund. Some congregations
which are quite probably able to settle with this Fund are

"neglecting it in greater or less degree.

Up to this time the contract made between the Church
Help Committee and the borrowing congregation has been
entirely too loose. If a congregation borrows from a bank
or an individual it not only has to pay at least 5% inter-
est on its loan, but also at least 5% on the principal each
year. The Church does not charge any interest on these
loans, but only requests a payment on the principal at
the rate of 5% a year. It appears that too often the
obligation towards the Church Help -Fund is not con-
sidered as binding as it is to a bank or an individual.

Hence your Committee recommends that from now on
coniracts between the Church Help Fund and the borrow-
ing congregation shall contain the specific clause that 5
percent of the prmczpal must be paid annually.

Adopted.

C. In view of the foregoing, your Committee is con-
vinced that the Church Help Fund ought to be incorpo-
-rated, in order to make its contracts legal and binding.
Hence we recommend that this Committee take the
necessary steps for immediate incorporation under the
name of THE CHURCH HELP COMMITTEE OF THF
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH.

Adopted.

D. Periaining to the abnormal condition to which the
Church Help Committee calls the attention of Synod,
namely, that at the present time $29,000 of approved re-
quests cannot be paid, your Committee would first of all

“call the attention of Synod to the fact that in times past
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requests have been granted to churches which at the
time did not show prospects of stability. It is therefore
highly necessary, in order to put this Fund in a healthy
. condition, that congregations should not, in the first place,
consider aid from the Church Help Committee, but should
first of all do their utmost to obtain meeting places, al-
though often- somewhat inconvenient, before applying to
this Fund, and obtain as much money for church build-
ings from their own members as is possible. Classes
should also exercise great discretion before congregational
requests for aid are endorsed, and also be convinced that
there is a reasonable prospect that the applying congrega-
tion can annually pay 5% of the loan.

Yet, something must be done at the present time to glve
the Church Help Committee a lift in order to meet some,
if not all, of the most pressing needs. Therefore, your
Committee recommends that besides the established
quota, all congregations shall be requested to take up a
slc))gglal collection for this Fund on or before October 1,
1

Adopted.

The foregoing also replies to the belated overture of
Classis Holland, dated May 12, 1939, reading as follows:

“Classis Holland overtures Synod to work towards the
strengthening of the Church Help Fund by (1) insisting
upon the full payment of, the quota for this Fund by all
our churches; (2) insisting that every congregation that
‘has borrowed from this Fund, refund not less than 5%
of the principal annually; (3) asking for special dona-
tions for this Fund. Grounds:

1. This Fund is in dire need. According to reports the
Committee for this Fund is compelled, in some cases,
to defer payment of promises for a period of two
years, because of lack of funds.

2. In some instances the work of Home Missions is
hampered by lack of proper buildings in needy
churches located in mission fields.

3. Not every church indebted to this Fund refunds the
promised 5% of the principal regularly.

4. If every church would pay its quota to this Fund, it
would have an income of approximately $12,500
from offerings by churches, whereas its income for |,
the year 1937 (the latest on which the Acts report)
was only $7,554.”



Acts oF Sywnop, 1939 41

We reccommend that Synod declare that this overture
has been answered in our advice concerning Church Help
Committee reports. '

Adopted.

" E. Altho we cannot recommend that congregations
which received loans in the past must now sign new con-
tracts, as was recommended concerning new loans, yet we
recommend that all churches having in the past obtained
loans from the Church Help Fund are required to take
care of them in the same manner as new loans are to bhe
liquidated.

. Adopted. -

F. We recommend that the quota for the Church Help
Fund shall be 50 cents per family for the ensuing year.

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 92).

'ARTICLE 64

Elder J. Rus closes the morning session with prayer and
thanksgiving.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20
Ninth Session

ARTICLE 65 _
. Synod unites in singing No. 315 of the Psalter Hymnal,
and is led in prayer by the Rev. J. Beebe.

ARTICLE 66

The report of the Advisory Committee on China and
Indian Missions is presented by the Rev. L. Van Laar:

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your Commitee submits to you its report on the follow-
ing matters: :

I. Report of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions.
(Cf. Supplement V-a).

The Report is read by the Director of Missions, Dr. J. C.
. De Korne, and received by Synod as information.
- A. The Return to China of the Revs. S. A. Dykstra and
A. H. Selles. ‘ '

During the discussion of this matter, the Rev. S. A.
Dykstra receives the privilege of the floor.
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1. This matter is one of special.importance and de-
serves the prayerful consideration of Synod. Your Com-
mittee feels that for an intelligent understanding of this
problem it will be necessary to read three documents per-
taining to it, viz. (1) China Minutes No. 1063; (2) The
Board’s advice to Synod in re this matter; (3) A negative
opinion expressed by 5 members of the Board and ad-
dressed to Synod. We advise that this be done.

Adopted. The three documents referred to are read
by the reporter. (Cf. Supplement V-a, b, ¢.)

2. After having studied this matter from every angle,
your Committee has-come to share the Board’s conclu-
sion in this matter, and as a consequence advises Synod
to authorize the Board of Missions to send these two
brethren and their families back to China at this time.
Grounds: ) <

a. Those submitted by the Board, cf. Board’s Report.

b. The letter signed by the 5 members of the Board

presents no arguments which overthrow the argu-
ments presented by the Board. :

Ezxplanation. The one big point made by this letter is
that we should not send them back because the China
Mission does not recommend it. But the China Mission is

" not averse to such action as the Board recommends, for
the China Mission itself declares: “If such an opinion as
stated in a personal letter by Dr. J. C. De Korne repre-
sents the mature thought of the Board as well, the mem-
bers at present on the field in China are very ready to

. welcome back the waiting missionaries. . . . . It is such

responsibility that the Mission dares not take at this time,
but, if it is to be taken, it should be taken by the Church

at home.” (China Mission Minutes No. 1063).

Adopted.

" B. Central Heating Plant at Rehoboth.

1. The Board of Missions presents to your honorable
body a proposal concerning a central heating plant to be
erected at the Rehoboth Mission. It is found in the Board’s
report to the Synod of 1939. We recommend that it be
read. ’ '

Adopted. '

2. Your Committee advises Synod to make two de-
cisions with regard to this matter:
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_a. To endorse the general proposition of building a
central heating plant at Rehoboth for service to the
five principal buildings (Hospital, Mission House,
‘Two Dormitories and School) at a cost of approxi-
mately $20,000. Grounds:

The same as found in the report on this matter sub-
mitted by Mr. J. H. Bosscher and endorsed by Gen-
" eral Conference, cf Board’s Report.

Adopted.

b. To instruct the Board to present plans and specifica-

- tions for this proposed heating plant to the Synod of
1940, together with a definite estimate of its cosl
and a plan for financing this proposition.

Adopted.

C. Fourth teacher at Zuni (cf. Board’s Report).

Your Committee recommends that Synod authorize the
Board to appoint Mr. C. Kuipers for one year as assistant
to Rev. Yff and fourth teacher at Zuni. Grounds:

a. The necessity of giving Rev. Yff an opportunity to

study the Zuni language.

b The need of an extra teacher at the Zuni school
Adopted.

D. Missionary as Board Member (cf. Board’s Report).
Your Committee recommends that Synod advise the
respective Classes not to nominate as inembers of- the
Board missionaries or workers on the field. Grounds:
The three reasons given by the Board in its Report.
Adopted.

E. Secretary of Missions (cf. Board’s Report).

1. His duties as adviser to Synod on mission matters.

‘Your Committee recommends that Synod amend Article
1V, Section 2, of the (rev1sed) Mission Order, so as to
make the last sentence read: “and to attend the meetings
of Synod and of its Advisory Commlttees for advisory

services concerning mission matters.”

Adopted.

2. Office space for the Secretary of Missions.-

Your Committee advises Synod to declare that the Sec-
retary of Missions is in need of office space for the proper
carrying on of his work, and to instruct your Committee
to try to make arrangements for this, and to come with

definite recommendations to this Synod
Adopted. (Cf. Art. 104).
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3. Salary of the Secretary of Missions.

Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the recom-
mendation of the Board that “the Secretary of Missions
be placed on the same salary basis as the Home-
Missionary-at-large, to take effect July 1, 1939.”

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 98). -

ARTICLE 67

The Reception Committee introduces the Rev. S. G.
Brondsema, Secretary of the Faith, Prayer, and Tract
‘League, who addresses Synod on the tract work of the
League. The Rev. C. Holtrop responds and moves that
Synod again recommend this cause to our churches for
their moral and financial support.

Adopted.

ARTICLE 68

Synod takes up the Report of the Advisory Committee
.on Home Missions, the Rev. G. J. Vande Riet serving as
reporter: :

'ESTEEMED BRETHREN :

Your Committee has been given the Report of the
"Executive Committee for Home Missions, and we advise
that it be received as information.

Adopted. (Cf. Supplement IIT).

I. In re the calling of a missionary for the Chicago
Jewish Mission. Material given us:

1. The request of the Chicago Jewish Mission- Board
begging Classis Illinois to approve asking Synod for per-
mission to call a missionary for the Jewish Mission in
Chicago (Agenda II, p. 59). '

2. A communication from Classis Illinois stating that
it approves the above request “with the specific under-
standing that only a specially qualified man be called, a
-man who will make Jewish Missions his life study and
life work.” .

Your Committee advises Synod to grant permission to
the Board of the Chicago Jewish Mission to call a theo-
logically trained man who will make Jewish Missions his
life study and life work. Grounds: ‘
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1. The financial condition of the ‘Chicago Jewish Mis-
sion warrants the calling of such a man at this time.
Its indebtedness has bheen reduced to about $6,500

at present.

2. The need of an ordained missionary in this field is
urgent.

Adopted.

II. Inre the election of members of the Executive Com- .
mittee for Home Missions and their alternates.

Material: Report of the Executive Committee, Part I,
point 3. , A

Your Committee presents the following list of names
as a nomination: ;

First, the names of those whose terms expire this year
but are eligible for re-election: The Revs.: J. Geels and
Wm. Kok, Mr. J. B. Hulst, and Rev. A. Dusseljee as-
alternate for Mr. J. B. Hulst.

The others follow in alphabetical order: Revs. E. Boeve,
S. Brondsema, J. De Haan, Jr., J. M. Dykstra, C. Huissen,
P. A. Spoelstra, L. Van Haitsma, Wm. Van Peursem, B.
Van Someren, T. Yff.

The nomination is accepted by Synod.

The balloting resulis as follows:

The Rev. J. Geels, Mr. J. B. Hulst, and the Rev. W. Kok .
are chosen as members of the Executive Committee, and
the Revs. J. M. Dykstra, L. Van Haitsma, T. Yff, and E.
Boeve as alternates.

III. In re the emeritation of the Rev. J. S. Balt.

Material : ‘ :

1. Report of the Executive Committeé for Home Mis-
sions, Part II, point 1.

2. A communication from Classis Grand Rapids East
stating that it forwards two letters to Synod pertain-
ing to this matter, one from the Consistory of Ham-
ilton, Ont., and the other from the Consistory of
Holland Marsh. )

3. The above mentioned letter from Hamilton’s Con-
sistory.

4. The above mentioned letter from the Holland Marsh
Consistory. _

5. A letter of the Rev. Balt addressed to Synod.

Briefly stated, the point at issue is this: The Rev. J. S,
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Balt, having reached the age limit for retirement (70

years) as fixed by the Synod of 1938 (Acts, pp. 67, 198)

comes to this Synod with the request that Synod make an

exception in his case and allow him to continue in active
service at Hamilton and Holland Marsh.

The letter of Hamilton’s Consistory tells of the good
work the Rev. J. S. Balt has done in his present field since
1928, states that he is still in good health, and requests
that he be retained in active service for the time being.

The Consistory of Holland Marsh states that the Rev.
Balt is in good health and is able to do some work, and
therefore it requests that the brother be retained as min-
ister at Hamilton.

The action taken by the Executive Committee for Home
Missions in this matter is recorded in its Report under the
heading: “General Information.” A

Your Committee advises Synod to express its apprecia-
tion of the labors of the Rev. J. S. Balt and of the senti-
ments expressed by the Consistories, and to inform the
brother that Synod cannot see its way clear to grant his
request in regard to making an exception in his case.
. Grounds: "

1. It is unwise to establish a precedent of this natuyre.

2. The grounds presented by the brother and the con-
sistories are not sufficiently weighty to warrant the
making of an exception in this case.

3. This matter is not merely a question of whether a
man can serve the Hamilton church with preaching
and catechism, but whether he can perform all the
strenuous work of a home missionary in the whole
Ontario field.

Adopted.

IV. In re the Monarch and Granum churches.

Material: Agenda, Part II, page 138, Overture 1, a.

Report of the Executive Committee for Home Missions,
under IV, 3, a. A

The advice of your Committee: :

Since the churches of Monarch and Granum have
agreed to dissolve the contract existing between them, and
desire that each have a minister of its own, we recommend
that these two churches be granted subsidy.
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Your - Committee does not share the opinion of the
Executive Committee expressed in its Report. Ground:

In our opinion these congregations, in comparison with’
others that have ministers of their own, can hardly be
called “small and weak churches.” Monarch has 34
families and 164 souls, and Granum has 22 families and -
114 souls. (Cf. p.51.)

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 73).

ARTICLE 69

In closing this session, elder M. Bandstra offers prayer
and thanksgiving, -

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 21
Tenth Session

ARTICLE 70

After Synod has sung No. 196 of the Psalter Hymnal, the
Rev. W. Hendriksen invokes the Divine guidance.

ARTICLE 71
The roll call shows that all the delegates are present.

ARTICLE 72

The minutes of the eighth and of the.ninth sessions are
read and accepted.

ARTICLE 73

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Commlttee
on Home Missions (cf. Art. 68):

V. Calling a Missionary for the East.

The Executive Committee, in 1ts Report, under “Matters
which require Synodical action,” point 7, proposes that
Synod call a missionary for the East, since the Rev. M.
Botbyl retires from service, and that a calling church be
designated.

In point 8 the same Commiltee proposes that Synod
authorize them to arrange for the calling of two missjon-
aries, when the need of them arises. :

Your Committee advises:

1. That Synod call a missionary for the East for the
reason given, and designate a calling church.
Adopted. '
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2. That Synod authorize the Executive Committee to
-arrange for the calling of two missionaries, when the need
of them arises. ' -

Adopted.

3. In connection with the above proposals to approve
the following nomination: The Revs. J. Beebe, S. G.-
Brondsema, C. Holtrop, J. T. Holwerda, E. Kooistra, E. B.
Pekelder, C. Schoolland, B. H. Spalink, J.' M. Vande Kieft,
and G. Zylstra. _

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 89.)

The following protest is received: -

The undersigned feels constrained to register his strong disapproval
and protest against the method and action of the Executive Com-
mittee for Home Missions in- re its “Overture to Synod to call a mis-
sionary. for the East.”

Reason: In this overture the Executive Committee has entirely
ignored the advice of the Eastern Home Mission Board, which had
first been asked for and had been submitted with the assurance that
it would be followed. .

" The Executive Committee has treated the Eastern Home Mission
Board unfairly, thereby shaking the confidence which is so essential
in cosperative work in God’s Kingdom.
Respectfully submitted,
J. J. HIEMENGA.

The following answer is received from the Executive
Cominittee:

The Executive Committee for Home Missions being in session today,
and having been informed that the Rev. J. J. Hiemenga has pre-
sented a “protest against the method and action of the Executive
Committee for Home Missions in re its overture to Synod to call a
missionary for the East,” wishes to inform Synod that the statements
made in that protest are not true to fact. )

I. It is not true that “the Executive Committee has entirely ig-
nored the advice of the Eastern Home Mission Board.” The fact is
that the letter was replied to in a communication from the Executive
Committee, dated March 17, 1989, with the following content:

“Dear Brethren: Your communication of Feb. 24 inst. has
been received and discussed by the Executive Committee at its:
meeting yesterday. I have been instructed by the Executive
Committee to write to your Board as follows (I am quoting
the minutes) :

1. That the Executive Committee appreciates the fact that
the Eastern Home Mission Board has made these recom-
mendations, and expeects to act in this matter as soon
as possible., -

2. The Executive Committee, however, feels that under
ordinary circumstances the actual calling of Home Mis-
sionaries should be left to Synod, and that the Execu-
tive Committee expeets to ask the Synod of 1939 to call
also in this instance. - .

y
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3. That in case the Eastern Home Mission Board feels
the need of the services of a man upon the retirement
of the Rev. Botbyl, it may continue the Rev. Botbyl in
his work for a few weeks longer, or engage a student
for the summer months.

I trust that these decisions are plain in themselves, so that
further elucidation on my part is redundant. The only thing
which may be said is that since Synod calls, the matter is not
‘especially urgent. A nomination should be ready for Synod
by the time it meets.”

1I. When a nomination of missionaries to be proposed to Synod
was considered by the Executive Committee, due and careful considera-
tion was given to the nominees proposed by the Eastern Home Mis-
sion Board. It is clear that the nomination was not ignored from the
fact that one of the nominees proposed was included in our proposed
nomination to Synod. ) )

III.  With respect to the contention of the protestant that the
advice of the Bastern Home Mission Board was asked for with the
assurance that its advice would be followed, we wish to affirm that
the assurance was qualified by the statement that “unless there were
serious objections” the Executive Committee would be minded to fol-
low the advice of the Eastern Home Mission Board. There were in
the mind of the Executive Committee objections to placing two of the
-suggested nominees on the proposed nomination. These objections, of
course, do not in any way reflect unfavorably upon the men con-
cerned with respect to their fitness for their ministerial work in their
respective congregations. ) .

IV. It is the conviction of the Executive Committee that in pro-
posing a nomination for home missionaries to Synod as prescribed by
the Home Mission Order, Art. 19, it should not merely give the names
of those suggested by a Classical Home Missions Committee, but in
presenting a nomination be persuaded that the men proposed are
qualified for the work to which they may be called.

V. In view of the above facts, we consider it unwarranted to
accuse the Executive Committee of having treated the-Eastern Home '
Mission Board unfairly and of having givén occasion to assert:
“thereby shaking the confidence which is so essential to cobperative

work in God’s Kingdom.”
Humbly submitted,

: THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
Both these documents are received by Synod as infor-
mation. .

VI. Printing of the Report of the Executive Commiltee.

The Executive Committee requests that Synod authorize
the Synodical Treasurer to pay the expense incurred in
printing its Report in pamphlet form, since this is cheaper
than having it mimeographed.

Your Committee advises Synod to accede to this request.
‘Ground: The type of this report is set up for printing in
the Acts of Synod, and thus constitutes a saving in expenses.

Adopted.
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VII. Changing the name of the Subsidy Fund.

The Executive Committee requests that Synod change
the name of the Subsidy Fund to that of “Fund for Needy
Churches,” since the present name is not generally under-
stood, and the name suggested is intelligible to all.

Your Committee advises Synod to accede to this request

" for the reason given.

Adopted.

VIII. The transfers of the Revs. K. Bergsma and J. R.
Brink.

(Cf. the Report of the Executive Commlttee point- 11
under “Matters which require Synodical action.”)

Your Committee advises Synod:

a. To acquiesce in the transfer of Rev. K. Bergsma,

Adopted.

“b. To approve the transfer of the Rev. J. R. Brink, for
the reasons given by the Executive Committee.

“Adopted.

IX. Subsidies for needy churches.

(Cf. the Report of the Executive Committee, Section IV,
under 2, “Subsidies  Recomnmended.”)

1. Your Committee advises Synod to adopt all the
recommendations there given, with the following ex-
ceptions:

a. That Vancouver be raised from $700 to $800 as an

exceptional case. Grounds:

(1) There are six dependent children in the pastor’s
family;

(2) Illness in the pastor’s family necessitates exfra
expense, ,

b. That Sioux Falls be raised from $500 to $600, since

the salary is only $1,000.

¢. That Worthington be reduced from $300 to $200, since

conditions there do not warrant the giving of the
maximum amount of $300. .

d. That Inwood be reduced from $200 to $100, since con-

ditions there do not warrant a higher amount.

Adopted.

2. Communications were received as follows:

a. Shepherd’s consistory requests that the amount be

raised to $700. :

Your Committee advises Synod to reply that it cannot
comply with this request, for the following reasons:

v
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(1) Shepherd does not fall under the classification of a
special emergency or exceptional cases.

(2) In comparison with other congregations, Shepherd
is receiving an appropriate amount according to
the present quota.

Adopted.

b. Classis Grand Rapids East sent a belated overture .
requesting that the amount for Portland be raised
to $600. '

Your Comimittee advises Synod to abide by the recom-
mendation of the Executive Committee for $500. Ground:
Conditions in this church have not changed since last
vear, when the subsidy was the same.

Adopted.

3. Overture 1, a, on p. 138 of Agenda, Part II: .
Classis Pacific recommends that Synod grant Monarch
$400 and Granum.$600 subsidy. (Cf. p. 47.)

. Your Committee advises Synod to grant this.
Adopted.

X. Quota for the Subsidy Fund.

In accord with the proposal of the Executive Commit-
tee, we advise that the quota be set at $2.00 per family. -
On motion decided to refer this matter to the Budget

. Committee. (Cf. Art. 92, XVIL)

XI. Moving Expenses for Pastors.

(Cf. the Report of the Executive Commlttee Section
VIL) .

Your Commitiee advises Synod:

a. To adopt the plan submitted under points 1 and 2.
Ground: This plan provides for the allocation of

moving expenses on a fair basis for all churches
concerned. : ;

Adopted.

bh. To adopt the recommendations under a, h ¢, and d.
Grounds: For a, b, and ¢, see the reasons given by
the Executive Committee in these points; for d, we
feel that it would not be wise_to establish a separate
fund for this purpose, ‘

Adopted.

XII. Overture from the Sultan chmch supported by
Classis Pacific. (Cf. Agenda, Part II, pp. 138 and 140).
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Your Committee advises Synod not to adopt this over-
. ture, for the reasons given by the Executive Committee
in its Report, Section IV, part 3, b.

Rejected. Synod decides to refer this matter to the
Executive Committee for Home Missions, to report to the
next Synod.

XIII. Traveling Expenses of the Rev. P. Hoekstra.
5 <(1ij the Report of the Executive Committee, Section
Your Committee advises Synod to concur in the opinion
expressed by the Executive Committee that the Duval
church should pay this expense. Ground: The reason
given by the Executive Committee. ‘
Adopted. (Continued in Art. 89).

ARTICLE 74

In closing this session, elder J. De Boer voices the
thanksgiving of Synod. ‘ :

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21
Eleventh Session

ARTICLE 75

Synod unites in singing No. 282 of the Psalter Hymnal,
after which the Rev. T. Yif leads in prayer. '

ARTICLE 76

The Committee on Protests. appointed by the Synod of
1938, reports as follows:

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :
The mandate of this Committee is found in Article 114
of the Acts of Synod 1938 (p. 107): _ -

The following resolution is introduced by the officers of Synod:

Whereas at every Synod much time is consumed by the consider-
ation of protests and appeals; and

Whereas the Advisory Committee(s) on protests and appeals is
(are) usually overburdened with work in preparing their reports; and

Whereas much valuable time can be saved by a preliminary inves-
tigation and preparation of such protests and appeals,

Synod decides to appoint‘a Committee on Protests, consisting of the
* Stated Clerk of Synod, the professor of Church Polity, and the pro-
fessor of Church History of our Seminary, to which all protests and
appeals and similar documents addressed to the Synod of 1939 are to
" be submitted. This Committee shall study these documents and pre-
pare them for a proper disposition by Synod:
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1. By presenting Synod with a brief factual digest of" these docu- .
ments and a brief history of the cases;

2. By calling Synod’s attention to and definitely stating the prob-
lem involved in such cases, as well as the points on which the parties
are at variance; and .

3. By enumeratmg the Articles of our Church QOrder and the prm—
ciples which in the opinion of the Committee are to govern Synod in
the disposition of such cases.

Adopted.

Every one of the four cases, relative to which we have
received documents, involves a minister of the Gospel.

They are:

I. The release from the Christian Reformed Church at
Drenthe, Mich., and the subsequent suspension of
the Rev. B. J. Danhof;

II. The release from the Christian Reformed Church at
Alto, Wis.,, and the subsequent deposition of the
Rev. K. W. Fortuin.

III. The release from the Second Christian Reformed
Church at Kalamazoo, Mlch of the Rev. G. J. Haan;
and - :

IV. The deposition of the Rev. C. J. Scholten. Since for
this case the S