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Service of Prayer for Synod 
Tuesday, June 7, 1938 

In obedience to the task assigned it by the previous synod of being 
the convening church, Shennan Street rejoices in this opportunity 
for rendering service to the denomination, welcomes all present, both 
delegates and others, to this service of prayer, and prays that the 
Holy Spirit, who dwells in the Church, may graciously guide and 
grant rich blessings. 

~ 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

The REV. WILLlAJ>1 VAN PEURSEM, pastor of the local 
church, and the REV. HENRY J. KUIPER, president of the 

last synod, officiate, 

PRELUDE: "Our Father \Vho Art In Heaven" J. S. Bach 

SILENT PRAYER concluded with "Hear Our Prayer, 0 Lord" 

SINGING by the Audience: Number. 319 (standing) 

INVOCATION (standing) 

SALUTATION (standing) 

THE ApOSTLES CREED 

GLORIA PATRI 

PRAYER 

. DUET: "The Lord is My Light" ........................ . Dudley Buck 
Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Bos 

SCRIPTURE LESSON: John 20 :19-31 

SERMON: "THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE CHURCH" 

Se'WING by the audience: Number 392 (standing) 

PRAYER 

SINGING by the audience: Nnmber 329 (standing) 

BENEDICTION 

DOXOLOGY 

POSTLUDE: "Rejoice· Ye Pnre in Heart" ...•........... B. Diggle 



ACTS OF SYNOD 
OF THE 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

JUNE 8 to 17, 1938 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

PRAYER SERVICE 

Tile Synodical Prayer Service was held in the Sherman 
Street Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Mich­
igan, on Tuesday evening; June 7th, 1938, at 8:00 o'clock. 
The service was conducted by Vhe Rev. H. J. Kuiper, 
President of the preceding Synod, who was assisted by 
the Rev. W. Van Peursem, the pas'tor of the convening 
church (cf. Order of Service on opposite page). 

WEDNESDAY MORNlNG, JUNE 8 

First Session 

ARTICLE 1 
Having assembled in the Calvin College Library, the 

meeting is called to order by the Rev. H. J. Kuiper, who 
requests Prof. D. H. Kromminga of Calvin Seminary to 
conduct the opening devotionals. 

Psalter Hymnal No. 186 is sung. Prof. Kromminga 
reads 1 Cor. 12:27--14:4, 39, 40, and leads Synod in 
prayer. 

ARTICLE 2 

The Rev. H. J. Kuiper addresses Synod as follows: 
DEAR BRETHREN: 

The Christian Reformed Church has no human head. We have no 
so-called moderator who functions from one Synod to another. We 
have merely chairmen of Synod who are in office only while Synod 
convenes. For that reason we have no retiring moderator either, and 
you do not expect that the president of the former Synod shall give 
a report on the state of the Church. 

3 
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It is not easy to say what is expected of the president of a former 
Synod in his opening WOl'ds to a synodical gathering. There are, as 
far as I know, no rules or no stipulations for this. So it is really 
pretty much up to the person himself to know what to say in a case 
like this. 

First of all I should like to bid you who come from out of Grand 
Rapids and out of the state a hearty welcome to our city. We are 
meeting in the city of Grand Rapids, the center of the Christian Re~ 
formed Church. We have no fewer than 21 Christian Reformed con­
gregations, most of them large, and we have also a large number of 
churches in the close vicinity of Grand Rapids, as for example Dut­
ton, Wyoming ~ark, Ada, and a number of others. 

So we want to give you who are from out of the city and the state 
a hearty welcome to t.he city of Grand Rapids. 

We also want to welcome you to the campus of Calvin College and 
Seminary. You are meeting in the Hekman Memorial Library. If 
there is any institution we may call the heart of the Christian Re­
formed Church, it is our Seminary and our College. May there be 
much prayer during these synodical meetings for the leading edu­
cational institution of the Christian Reformed Church. 

Then I would like to say something on the basis of ·past experience 
in connection with our synodical rules or synodical machinery. Per­
haps it may save us a little time if we .call attention to a couple of 
things at this time. 

In the past the advisory committee on protests has been overworked. 
I would suggest that a sufficient number of committees be apppointed 
so that no one committee will be overburdened with tasks during the 
sessions of Synod. 

The abolishing of substitute motions has been a wonderful thing 
for our synodical meetings. 

There is a rule that the rescinding of decisions of former synods 
can take place only with a two-thirds vote. That is a rule which 
conflicts with one of the principles of our Church Order. There has 
been no occasion for it as yet, but we believe that is something that 
can well bear looking into. 

There is also a rule that no report should be placed on the synod­
ical tables which has not first been in the hands of Mr. Voss and those 
who assist him. This has not been lived up to in former synodical 
meetings. It is very desirable for the good order of the work that 
all the reports shall be labelled by figures- or numbers so that no time 
is lost in referring to certain reports. 

Finally, it is our sincere wish 'and our prayer that He who is the 
only Head of the Church may preside through His Holy Spirit in all 
your meetings. May yO'll, brethren, be mindful of the fact that Jesus 
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Christ will be present at all these' meetings. He is the silent listener 
to every motion and every debate. He walks among the seven candle­
sticks, and observes all that we do. He says: "I know your works." 
Mayall the decisions that are made and all that is done glorify Him 
who is our glorious Head and our precious Savior. 

ARTICLE 3 

The credential letters show that the following brethren 
have been duly delegated by their respe(Jtive -Classes: 

Class!s -CalifornIa 
Ministers-G. S. Kok and R. J. Frens. 
Elders~J. C. Kobes and A. Den Dulk, Jr. 

Classi. Grand Rapids East 
Ministers-D. D. Bonnema and J. Vander Ploeg. 
Elder-J. B. Hulst. (Cf. Artt. 37, 65.) 

Classis Grand Rapids South 
Ministers-A. Van Dyken and Dr. E. Masselink. 
Elders-H. Hoeksema and Prof. J. G. Vanden Bosch. 

Class,is Grand Rapids West 
Ministers-J. K. Van Baalen and J. De Haan, Jr. 
Elders-L. Vander Honing and J. Feenstra. 

Classis Hackensack 
Ministers-H. Bouma _and J. M. Vande Kieft. 
Elders~A. Van Asseudelft and T. Minnema. 

Classis Holland 
Ministers-N. J. Monsma and D. Zwier. 
Elders-A. Peters and H. F. Bos. 

Classis Hudson 
Ministers---,R. Rienstra and H. J. Triezenberg. 
Elders-J. De Jong and the Rev. H. C. Bode. 

Classis Illinois 
Ministers-E. J. Tanis and J. M. Ghysels. 
Elders-N. Youngsma and A. Meeter. 

Classis Kalamazoo 
Ministers-J. J. Weersing and Dr. O. Holtrop. 
Elder-F. Buurma. (Cf. Art. 56.) 
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Classis Minnesota 
Ministers-G. Andre and Dr. W. Bode. 
Elders-J. Verbrugge. Sr. and J. B. Eerdmans. 

Classis Muskegon 
Ministers-Dr. J. H. Brninooge and J. L. Schaver. 
Elders-G. P. Vander Ark, and J. Breuker. 

Classis Orange City 
Ministers-B. Van Someren and J. H. Geerlings. 
Elders-A. Steensma and W. Greenfield. 

Classis Ostfriesland 
Minislers-K. Tebben and B. Visscher. 
Elders-H. M. Tjepkes and W. Siebenga. 

Classis Pacific 
Ministers-J. Vanden Hoek and J. Zwaanstra. 
Elders-G. Likkel and T. Triemstra. 

Classis Pella 
Ministers-I. Van Dellen and F. De Jong. 
Elders-D. W. Bos and Wm. Schneider. 

Classis Sioux Center 
Ministers-A. Wassink and B. H. Spalink. 
Elders-J. Ten Harms'el and H. Ligtenberg. 

Classis Wisconsin 
Ministers-E. B. Pekelder and N. Jansen. 
Elders-George Eisengaand L. J. Bultman. 

Classis Zeeland 
Ministers-H. Dykhouse and A. Jabaay. 
Elders-N.Frankena and P. Bouma. 

ARTICLE 4 

Synod now being duly eonstitnted proceeds to the elec-
tion of its officers, which resnlts as follows: 

President-the Rev. I. Van Dellen. 
Vice"Piresident-the Rev. E. J. Tanis. 
First Clerk-the Rev. D. Zwier. 
Second Clerk--the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft. 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938 7 

The President briefly addresses Synod, expressing ap­
preciation of ,the honor and ,confidence bestowed upon 
him and the other officers, and asking the cooperation and 
the prayers of all the delegates. 

ARTICLE 5 

The President reads the Public Declaration of Agree­
ment with the Forms of Unity, to which all the delegates 
by rising from their seats express their assent. 

ARTICLE 6 

In the name of Synod the President welcome's the pro­
fessors of Calvin Seminary, Pres. L. Berkhof, Dr. S. Vol­
beda, Dr. C. Bouma, Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, Prof. H. 
Schultze, and Prof. D. H. Kromminga, as advisory mem­
bers of Synod, with all the privileges of the floor. He 
also welcomes Pres. R. Stob of Calvin College as advisory 
member of ,Synod, with the privileges of the floor during 
the discussion of matters pertaining to Calvin CoUege, 
and Dr. H. Beets as Stated Clerk of Synod. 

Reporters of the varions Boards and of Standing Com­
mittees appointed by the previous Synod, if not among the 
number of the delegates, are welcomed and receive the 
privileges of, the floor at all meetings of the Advisory 
Committees and at the sessions of Synod when the mat­
ters entrusted to them come up for discussion. 

ARTICLE 7 

It is decided to hold sessions from 8 :30 to 11 :45 A. M., 
with a recess from 9 :45 to 10 :00 A. M.; and from 1 :30 to 
5:45 P.M., with a recess from 3:15 to 3:30 P.M. 

ARTICLE 8 

The following Program Committee is appointed: The 
officers of Synod together with the Revs. R. J. Frens, A. 
Van Dyken, J. De Haan, Jr., H. J. Triezenberg, Dr. O. 
Hol.trop, Dr. W. Bode, J. L. ,Schaver, F. De Jong, K. 
Tebben, and H. Dykhouse; elders J. B. Hulst, A. Peters, 
A. Meeter, W. Greenfield, T. Triemstra, J. Ten Harmsel, 
and L. J. Bultman. 
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ARTICLE 9 

Synod now adjourns to 5 :00 P. M., to give the Program 
Committee time to perform its task. This session is 
closed hy the Vice-President with prayer and thanks­
giving. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 8 
Second Session 

ARTICLE 10 

In opening this session, the first clerk leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 11 

The Program Committee is now ready to snbmit its 
report, which is presented by the Rev. J. M. Vande K,eft. 

After a few minor changes have" been made, it is 
adopted by Synod as follows: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee advises Synod that the following matters be laid 
directly before Synod without previous commitment to Advisory 
Committees: 

Reports I, II, V of Agenda I. 
Reports XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, XVII, XVII II, XXII, XXIII, XXIV 

of Agenda II . 
. (Financial matters and proposed budgets of these reports are to 

be submitted to the Budget Committee for recommendations.) 
Reports IV (Publication Committee); VII (Preparatory Examina­

tions) . 
Overture 52, Agenda II, p. 182. 
Your Committee further recommends the appointment of the fol· 

lowing Advisory Committees, and assignment of the material as g'iven 
below. The first mentioned on each Committee is to serve as its 
Chairman and the second as its Reporter: 
1. Budget II. Educational 1I1atters 

Personnel: 
Elder A. Peters 
Rev. G. Andre 
Rev. R. Rienstra 
Elder A. Den Dulk, Jr. 
Elder A. Meeter 
Elder J. Veenstra 

Material submitted: All the 
proposed Budgets of the va­
rious denominational Boards 
as contained in their reports. 

Report XX, Agenda II, p. 117. 
Overtures 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 

16, 17, '18, 56. 

Personnell : 
Rev. R. J. Fr.ens 
Rev. J. K. Van Baalen 
Rev. W. Bode 
Rev. N. J. Monsma 
Elder' P. Bouma 
Elder C. Van Andel 
Elder W. Schneider 
Prof. H. Schultze and Dr. 

R. Stab, Advisers. 
Materials submitted: Report 

VII, Agenda I, p. 71. 
Report XXI, Agenda II, p. 122. 
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Calvin College ana Seminary 
Report. 

Overtures 1, 2 of Agenda II, 
p. 140. 

III. Home Missions 
Personnel: 

Rev. E. J. Tanis 
Rev. E. B. Pekelder 
Rev. G. S. Kok 
Rev. H. C. Bode 
Elder T. Minnema 
Elder H. Ligtenberg 
Elder G. Likkel 

Materials submitted: Report 
of the Executive Committee 
for Home Missions. 

Overtures 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 30 of 
Agenda II. 

IV. Indian and China Missions 
Personnel: 

Rev. H. Dykhouse 
Rev. J. Vander Ploeg 
Rev. B. Van Somel'en 
Rev. F. De Jong 
Elder J. B. Hulst or J. M. 

Vander Wal 
Elder N. Youngsma 
Elder H. F. Bos 
nr. C. Bouma, Adviser 

Materials submitted: Report 
of ChI'. Ref. Board of Mis­
sions. 

Overtures 19, 21, Agenda II. 

V. Emeriti Matte'rs 
Personnel: 

Rev. J. H. GeerJings 
Rev. A. Van Dyken 
Rev. J. Vanden Hoek 
Elder N. Frankena 
Elder L. Vander Honing or 

Elder H. Denkema 
Elder A. Steensma 
Elder J. De Jong 
Dr .. M. J. Wyngaarden, Ad­

VIser. 
Materials submitted: Report 

IX, Agenda I, p. 78. 
Report of the Emeritus Fund 

Committee. 
Overtures 33 to 45, Agenda II. 

VI. Church Order Matters 
Personnel: 

Dr. O. Holtrop 
-Rev. J. L. SchaveI' 
Rev. K. Tebben 
Rev. J. De Haan, Jr. 
Elder W. Hoeksema 
Elder W. Greenfield 
Elder J. C. Kobes 
Elder H. Battjes or R. De 

Boer 
Dr. S. Volbeda, Adviser 

Material submitted: Reports 
III, IV, X of Agenda I. 

Reports XI, XIX of Agenda II. 
Overtures 14, 15, 23 to 29, 32, 

53, 54, 57, 59 of Agenda II. 

VII. Varia 
Personnel: 

Rev. J. J. Weersing 
Rev. H. Bouma 
Rev. N. Jansen 
Elder W. Siebenga 
Elder T. Triemstra 
Elder H. M. Tjepkes 
Elder J. B. Eerdmans 

Material submitted: Report 
on Revised Translation of 
Canons of Dordt. 

Overtures 20, 22, 31, 46, 49, 
50, 60 of Agenda II. 

Protest to Classis Muskegon in 
re Division of Classis. 

VIII. Compendium Revision 
Personnel: 

Rev. H. J. Triezenberg 
Dr. J. H. Bruinooge 
Dr. E. Masselink 
Elder Prof. J. G. Vanden Bosch 
Elder G. Eisenga 
Elder L .. J. Bultman 
Prof. L. Berkhof, Adviser. 

Material submitted: Report VI, 
Agenda I, p. 49. 

Report XII, Agenda II, p. 100. 
Overtures 47, 48, Agenda ~I. 

IX. Prote$ts and Appeals A 
Personnel: 

Rev. A. Wassink 
Rev. B. H. Spalink 
Rev. D. D. Bonnema 
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Rev. B. Visscher 
Elder J. Ten Harmsel 
Elder A. Van Assendelft 
Elder G. P. Vander A,rk 
Prof .. D. H. Kromminga, Ad-

viser. 

X. P'rotests and Appeals B 
Personnel: 

Rev. J. M. Ghysels 
Rev. A. J abaay 
Rev. J. Zwaanstra 
Elder J. Verbrugge, Sr. 
Elder F. EUUl'llla 

Material submitted: Gase of Elder D. W. Vos 
Elder J. Breuker 

Kalamazoo II. 
D. Stroobosser 
Mr. Katjes 
B. J. Danhof 
G. Mansma 

Prof. D. H. Kromminga, Ad­
viser. 

Material submitted: Protest 
in re Fortuin case. 

C. E. Voogt. 
C. J. Scholten. 

ARTICLE 12 

It is decided to hold a short session at 7 :00 P. M., for 
-the purpose of makiug the necessary arrangements for 
the examination of the' seminary graduates, which is to 
take place tomorrow. 

This session is closed with prayer and thanksgiving by 
the second clerk of Synod. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 8 

Third Session 

ARTICLE 13 

In opening this session, the Rev. G: S. Kok invokes the 
divine blessing. 

ARTICLE 14 

The Rev. L. J. Lamberts, secretary of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College 
and Seminary, submits the following report: 
Esteemed Brethren: 

The Executive Committee of Calvin's. Board of Trustees 
was instructed by the Synod of 1937 to regnlate the pre­
paratory examinations of the seminary graduates who 
desire to be admitted to candidacy (cf. ADts of 1937, p. 65). 

Your Committee proposes the following schedule, as 
previously published in our church papers: 
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I. The examinations will be held' on Thursday, June 9. 
II. Schedule: 

A. Sermons will be given on the following text,s: 
Don Houseman-Luke 22: 54-62 
Arnold Brink-John 1:40-42 
Nelson Veltman-John 3 :16 
Cornelius Abbas-John 3:29, 30 
Hessel Kooistra-J ohn 3: 36 
Louis Bouma-John 6:51 
Henry De Mots-J ohn 6: 66-69 
Titus Heyboer-John 10:16 
Lawrenc~ Veltkamp-John 14:1-3 
Fred Van Houten-John 20:11-18 
Oliver Breen-..Tohn 21 :15-17 

B. Examinations will be conducted in the various branches: 
Introduction-Classis California 
Theology-Classis Grand Rapids East 
Anthropology-Classis Grand Rapids South 
Christology-Classis Grand Rapids West 
Soteriology-Classis Hackensack 
Ecclesiology-Classis Honand 
Eschatology-Classis Hudson 
Ethics-Classis Illinois 
Church Government--Classis Kalamazoo 
Knowledge of the Bible-Classis Minnesota 
Personal Questions-Classis Muskegon 

(The minister whose name heads the list of delegates from a cer­
tain Glassis is the one that will do the examining for that particular 
Classis.) 

III. Credentials: 
The men who are to be examined must have a written recommen­

dation of the Seminary faculty and also a consistorial recommen­
dation, the latter to be not merely a certificate of membership, but a 
declaration of the consistory's opinion as to this member's fitness for 
the gospel ministry. In addition to this they must present a certifi­
-cate of health. 

The following will examine these credentials: The ministers named 
first of Classis Orange City, Classis Ostfriesland, and Classis Pacific. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 15 
Elder P. Bouma closes this session with prayer and 

thanksgiving. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 9 
Fourth Session 

ARTICLE 16 
Synod unites in singing No. 446 of our PsaUer Hymnal, 

and is led in prayer by the Rev. D. D. Bonnema. 
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ARTICLE 17 
The roll call shows that all delegates who were present 

yesterday are present this morning. 

ARTICLE 18 
The minutes of the first, the second, aud the third ses­

sion are read hy the clerk, and adopted by Synod. 

ARTICLE 19 
The following appointments are made by the President: 
Committee on Appointments - The Revs. J. Vanden 

Hoek, Dr. E. Masselink, K. Tebben, Dr. J. H. Bruiuooge; 
elders H. Denkema, A. Meeter, the Rev. H. C. Bode, N. 
Frankena, and J. Ten Harmse1. 

Obitl1ary Committee-The Revs. Dr. W. Bode and J. J. 
Weersing. (See Art. 59 below). 

Reception Committee-The Revs. J. M. Ghysels and Dr. 
O. Holtrop. 

ARTICLE 20 
The officers of Synod propose the following arrange­

ment for the preparatory examinations of the graduates 
of our Seminary who present themselves for admittance 
to candidacy: 

1. The sermons are to be given in two groups: Five of 
the candidates before a group of delegates composed of 
the first minister and the first elder of each Classis, to 
meet in the Seminary Chapel. Six of the candidates be­
fore a group of delegates composed of the second minister 
and the second elder of each Classis, to meet in the 
Seminary Assembly Room. 

2. Each candidate shall receive 15 minntes for the 
delivery of his sermon. 

3. At the completion of the sermons the whole Synod 
shall meet in the Seminary Chapel, to conduct the exam­
ination, allowing 20 minutes for each branch according 
to the schedule (cf. Art. 14). 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 21 
The candidates deliver their sermons as per schedule 

above (cf. Art. 14), after which Synod reconvenes in a 
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body, meeting in execntive session to discuss the sermons. 
No objections against proceeding with the examination 
are advanced, and a motion prevails to continue. 

The Committee that has examined the credentials re­
ports that these have been found s;atisfactory. Received 
as information. 

The examination is now held in open session according 
to the schedule. 

ARTICLE 22 

This session is closed with prayer by elder L. J. 
Bultman . 

. THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 9 
Fifth Session 

ARTICLE 23 

The Rev. J. K. Van Baalen, in opening this session, in­
vokes the blessing of the Lord. 

ARTICLE 24 

The Rev. W. Hendriksen is present as alternate delegate 
of Classis Grand Rapids East in place of the Rev. J. 
Vander Ploeg, and at the request of the President ex­
presses his agreement with the Forms of Unity. 

ARTICLE. 25 

The examination of the candidates is continued and 
completed, af;ter which opportunity is given to all the 
delegates for supplementary questioning. 

ARTICLE 26 

Synod now meets again in executive session. 
After hearing the recommendatiou of the Seminary 

Faculty, presented by President L. Berkhof, Synod de­
cides to vote on each. candidate separately, and instruct 
the clerk to cast· the ballot. 

Before proceeding to the balloting, the President re­
quests Prof. L. Berkhof to lead Synod in prayer, seeking 
the divine guidance. < 
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The result of the ballot is that all the eleven brethren 
are unanimously admitted to candidacy for the sacred 
ministry of the Word and the Sacraments. 

ARTICLE 27 

Meeting again in open session, Synod informs the 
brethren in regard to its decision. The President in a 
fitting and hearty address congratulates them, and com­
mends them to the King of the Church for a place of labor 
in His vineyard. After this Synod unites in singing 
No. 295 of the Psalter Hymnal. 

The clerk is instructed to publish the announcement of 
Synod's action in regard to the candidacy of these eleven 
brethren in our church papers. 

ARTICLE 28 

Synod now adjourns with prayer· and thanksgiving, 
offered by the Vice-President, who especially remembers 
the new candidates, commending them to the Lord and 
the Word of His grace. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 10 
Sixth Session 

ARTICLE 29 
After Synod has uuited in singing No. 191 of the Psalter 

Hymnal, it is led in prayer, by Dr. C. Bouma. 

ARTICLE 30 

All members of Synod respond to the roll call, including 
the Rev. J. Vander Ploeg of Clas,sis Grand Rapids East, who 
is present again in place of 'hocs alternate. 

ARTICLE 31 
The minutes of the fourth and the fifth session are read 

by the clerk, and adopted by Synod. 

ARTICLE 32 
Synod now takes in hand the report of the Board of 

Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary. It is read by 
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the Rev. L. J. Lamberts, the secretary of the Board, WlllO 
receives the privilege of the floor. (Cf. Supplement II.) 

The Advisory Committee on Educational Malters at this 
time renders that part of its report which deals with, Calvin 
College and Seminary matters', the Rev. J. K. Van Baalen 
serving as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BllETHREN: 

1. Yonr Committee on Educational Matters has the honor 
to propose the following in re Calvin College and Sem­
inary: 

1. That the action of the Board of Calvin College and 
SeIl)inary in re the appointment- of ,the Executive Commit­
tee be approved (cf. REjport, B, 2). 

Adopted. 
2. That the action of the Board in re the personnel of 

the Finance Board he approved (cf. Report, B, 3). 
Adopted. ' 
3. That Synod act in accordance with the snggestion of 

the Board ill re onr licensed men who take post-graduate 
worK in the NeVherlands (cf. Report, E). 

Adopted. 
4. That Synod at t,h1s time give its final approval to the 

Rules and Regulations for the Pension Fund, which were in 
principle approved by ,Vhe Synod of 1937 (ef. Acts 1937, 
p.36). 

The full text of the Rules and Regulations is found in the 
Board's report under F. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 70). 

ARTICLE 33 

The Rev. J. M. Ghysels of the Reception Committee in­
trodnces the Rev. Dr. Harry L. Bowlby, General Secre­
tary of the Lord's Day Alliance of the United States, who 
addresses Synod on behalf of tbe Christian Sabbath. He 
makes a sHrring plea foil' the continued support of onr 
chnrches for the cause as such and for a special offering in 
view of the Golden Juhilee of the Alliance. 

The Rev. J. J. Weersing responds in name of Synod, as­
suring the speaker and the Alliance he represents of our 
continued support. . 
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In this conneotion Synod takes np the Report of the Rev. 
J. J. Hiemenga. our representative on the Board of the 
Alliance. (Cf. Supplement XL) 

1. The Report is received as information, and its recom­
mendation for a special anniversary offering in connection 
with the Golden JUbilee of the Alliance is referred to the 
Budget Committee. (Cf. Art. 103.) 

2. The following resolution is adO[lled: 
We approve the movement of the Lord's Day Alliance of 

the United States to secure from the Post Office Department 
and the Congress of the United States a nation-wide recog­
nition of Sunday through an act which will cause to be 
placed on the wmppers of all mail the words "OBSERVE 
SUNDAY" during the two weeks preceding Easter Sunday 
of every year .. 

3. It is furt;hier moved and carried that the Rev. J. M. 
Vande Kieft be appointed to attend the Golden Jubilee cele­
bration of the 'Lord's Day Alliance of the United States, De­
cember 11-13, in New York City, and to carry to it the greet­
ings of the Synod of the Christian Reformed Chumh. 

ARTICLE 34 

Synod now takes up the Report of the Commitlee on 
Revision of Art. XXXVI of onr Confession. (Cf. Report I 
Agenda, Part I). 

Dr. C. Bouma, serving as reporter for this Committee, 
briefly summarizes the contents of this Report, and Synod 
takes aorion on the adV'ice of the Report as follows: 

A. In view of the fact that the Synod of 1906, in re­
sponse to certain overtures in the nature of a gravamen 
against certain clauses in Article XXXVI of the Belgic 
Confession, .acknowledged these "gravamina" as well­
founded; and 

In view of the fact that the Synod of 1910 disposed of 
thematler by leaving the incriminated clauses intact and 
adding an explanatory footnote, in which the present-day 
Reformed view on religious freedom and on the relation 
of Church and State is set forth; and 

In view of the fact that ever since that time there has 
existed a conflict between the teaching of the Article and 
that of its footnote on the subject of religions freedom 
and the relation of Church and State; 
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SynlOd decides to ~emove this conflict by dropping the 
present footnote and by exscinding the following clauses 
from Article XXXVI of ,the Belgic Confession: "and thus 
may remove and prevent all idolatry and false worship, 
that the kingdom of antichrist may be thus destroyed." 

Note: In order that the remaining clauses may form 
a well constructed sentence, it is necessary to make one 
or two slight grammatical changes. The sentence will 
then read as follows: "Their office is not only to have 
regard unto and watch for the welfare of the civil state, 
but also to protect the sacred ministry, that the Kingdom 
of Christ may thus be promoted." 
Adopted. 
B. Synod adopts the following official reading for 

Article XXXVI, as also the historical footnote herewith 
appended. 

1. English Text. 

ARTICLE XXXVI 
The Magistracy (Civil Government) 

We believe that our gracious God, because of the de­
pl1avity of mankind, 11as appointed kings, princes, and 
magistrates; willing that the world should be governed 
by certain laws and policies; to the end that the dissolute­
ness of men might be restrained, and all things carried· 
on among them with good order and decency. For this 
purpose He has invested the magistracy with the sword 
for the punishment of evil-doers and for the protection of 
them that do well. 

Their office is not only to have regard unto and watch 
for the welfare of the civil state, but also to protect the 
sacred ministry, (*) that the Kingdom of Christ may thus 

(*) In the original text this sentence read as follows: "Their 
office is not only to have regard unto and watch for the welfare of 
the civil state, but also that they protect the sacred ministry, and 
thus may remove and prevent all idolatry and false -worship, that 
the kingdom of antichrist may be thus destroyed and the kingdom of 
Christ promoted." The Synod of 1910, recognizing the unbiblical 
teaching concerning freedom of religion and concerning the duty of 
the State to suppress false religion contained in this sentence, saw fit 
to add an explanatory footnote. The Synod of 1938, agreeing with 
the 1910 S-ynod as to the unbiblical character of the teaching re­
ferred to, but recognizing a conflict between the objectionable clauses 
in the A;rticle and its footnote, decided to eliminate the footnote' and 
to make the change in the text of the Article which appears above, 
corresponding to the change adopted in 1905 by the General Synod of 
de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland. (See Acts of Synod, 1910, 
pp. 9, 104-105. Also Acts of Synod, 1938, p. 17.) 
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be promoted. They must therefore ,countenance the 
preaching of the Word of the gospel everywhere, that 
God may be honored and worshipped by everyone, as He 
commands in His Word. 

Moreover, it is the bounden duty of everyone, of what­
ever state, quality, or condition he may be, to subject 
himself to the magistrates; to pay tribute,to show due 
honor and respect to them, and to obey them in all things 
which are not repugnant to the Word of God; to sup­
plicate for them in their prayers that God may rule and 
guide them in all their ways, and that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and gravity. 

Wherefore we detest the Anabaptists and other seditious 
people, ,and in general all those who reject the higher 
powers and magistrates and would subvert jnstice, intro­
duce community of goods, and confound that decency 
and good order which God has established among men. 

2. Dutch Text. 
XXXVI. (Van het Ambt der Overheid.) 

Wij ge!ooven, dat onze goede God, uit oorzaak der ver­
dorvenheid des menschielijken geslachtsl, Koningen, Prin­
sen en Overheden verordend heeft; willende dat de wereld 
geregeerd worde door welten en politien, opdat de ongebon­
denheid der mensch en bedwongen worde en het alles met 
goede ordinantie onder de mensch en toega. Tot dat einde 
heeft Hij de Overheid het zwaard in handen gegeven tot 
straffe der boozen en beseherming der vromen. En hun 
ambt is, niet aileen acht te nemen en te waken over de 
Politie, maar ook de hand te houden aan den Heiligen 
Kerkedienst (*), en het Koninkrijk van Jezus Christus te 

(*) In den oorspronkelijken tekst luidt deze zin als voIgt: "En hun 
ambt is, niet alleen acht te nemen en te waken over de Politie, maar 
oak de hand te houden aan den heiligen Kerkedienst j om te wert,m en 
uit te roeien aIle afgoderij en valschen godsdienst, om het rijk des 
Antichrists te grande te werpen, en het Koninkrijk van J ezus 
Christus te doen vorderenj" enz. De Synode van 1910, erkennende 
dat de leering aangaande vrijheid van godsdienst en aangaande den 
plicht der overheid om den valschen godsdienst uit te roeien zooals 
vervat in dezen zin, niet in overeenstemming geacht kon worden te 
zijn met de Heilige Schrift, voegde aan dit Artikel een verklarende 
noot toe. De Synode van 1938, zich aansluitend aan het oOl'deel van de 
Synode van 1910 inzake het onbijbelsche van de leering vervat in dezen 
zin, sprak uit dat er een conflict bestond tusschen de bewuste clausules 
in dezen zin en de in 1910 aan dit Artikel toegevoegde noot, en besloot 
om, met schrapping van de noot zoodanige wijzigingen in het Artikel 
zelve aan te brengen als in de hiergeboden lezing te vinden zijn. 
Deze gewijzigde lezing stemt overeen met die welke de Generale Sy­
node van de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland heeft aangenomen 
in 1905. (Acta der Synode, 1910, pp. 9, 104.-105. Tevens Acts of 
Synod, 1938, p. 18.) 
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do en vorderen, het woord des Evangelies overal te doen 
prediken, opdat God van een iegelijk geeerd en gediend 
worde, gelijk Hij in zijn Woord gebiedt. Voorts, een ieder, 
van wal qualiteit, eonditie of staat hij zij, is sehuldig, zieh 
den overheden te onderwerpen, sehattingen te betalen, 
hun eere en eerbied toe te dragen, en hun gehoorzaam te 
zijn in aIle dingen, die niet strijden tegen Gods Woord; 
voor hen biddende in hnnne gebeden, opdat hen de Heere 
stieren wille in allehunne wegen, en dat wij een gerust en 
stil {even {eiden in alle Godzaligheid en eerbaarheid, 
En hierin verwerpen wij de. Wederdoopers en andere 
oproerige mensehen, en in het gemeen aIle degenen, die 
de Overheden en Magistraten verwerpen en de Justitie 
omstooten willen, invoerende de gemeensehap der goede­
ren, en verwarren de eerbaarheid, die God onder de 
mensehen gesteld heeft. 

3. German Text. 

ARTICLE XXXVI 
Wir glauben, dai"S unser guetige Gott, von wegen der Ver­

derbtheit des menschlicheIi Gesehleehtes, Koenige, Fuer­
sten und Obrigkeiten angeordnet hat; denn Er will, dass die 
Welt durch Gesetze und oeffentliche Gewalten regiert 
werde, damit die Zuegellosigkeit der Mensehlen bezwungen 
werde, und alles in guter Ordnung unter den Menschen her­
gehe, Iu dieser Absieht hat Er der Obrigkeit das Schwer! 
in die Haende gegeben zur Strafe der Boesen und zum 
Schutze der Frommen. Und ihres Amtes ist es, nieht 
allein die Polizei zu handhaben, sondern auch den heiligen 
Kirehendienst unter ihren Schutz zu nehmen, (*) und zu 

(*) Urspruenglich lautete diesel' Satz folgendermassen: "Und 
ihres Amtes ist es, nicht allein die Polizei zu handhaben, sondern auch 
den heiligen Kirchendienst unter ihren Schutz zu nehmen; abzuweh­
ren und auszurotten aIle Abgoetterei und falschen Gottesdienst, zu 
zerstoeren das Reich des Antichristen und zu foerdern das Koenigreich 
Jesu Christi," usw. Die Synode des Jahres 1910 erkannte den unbibli­
scheu Charakter del' in diesem Satze enthaltenen Lehre betreffs Reli­
gionszwanges und Verpfiichtung des Staates zur Unterdrueckung fal­
schen Gottesdienstes, und fuegte diesem Artikel eine erklaerende 
Randbemerkung bei. Die Synode des J ahres 1938 stirnmte mit der 
Synode von 1910 ueberein betreffs des unbiblischen Charakters del' 
bezueglichen Lehre, nahm aber auch Kenntniss von einem Wider­
spruch zwischen den beanstandeten Ausdruecken in diesem Artikel 
und der ihm beigefuegten Randbemerkung, und beschloss zur Weg­
nahme del' Randbemer~ung und zu der oben angegebenen Lesung des 
Artikels, welche Vel'aendel'ung uebel'einkommt :mit del' im Jahre 190:5 
von del' Generalen Synode der Reformiel'ten Kirchen in den Nieder­
landen angenommenen Revision dieses Artikels. (V gl. Syn. Aleta, 
1910, Seite 9, 104-105, und Aleta der Synode, 1988, Seite 19.) 
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foerdern das Koenigreich Jesn Christi, zn sorgen, dass al­
lenthalben das Wort des Evangeliums gepr~digt werde, 
damitGott von jedermann geebrt und gedient werde, wie 
Er in seinem Worte gebietet. Ueberdies isit ein jeglicher, 
wes Ranges oder Standes er anch sei, sclmldig, sich den 
Obrigkeiten zn nnterwerfen, Abgaben zu entrichten, ihnen 
Achtung und Ehrerbietung zu bezeigen und gehorsam zu 
sein iu allen Dingen, welche nicht streiten wider Gottes 
Wort; fuer sie zu bitten in d€lll Gebeten, auf dass d,er Herr 
sie leite in allen ihren Wegen, damit wir ein stil/es und 
geruhiges Leben fuehren moegen in aller Gottseligkeit 
und Ehrbarkeit. Und hierbei verwerfen wir die Wie­
dertaeufer und andere, aufruehirerische Menschen, und ue­
berhaupt aIle, die Obrigkeiten und Regierungen verwerfen 
und die Handhabnng des Rechts umstossen wollen: die den 
kommunismus einfuehren wollen, und Treu und Glauben, 
den Gott unter deu Menschen bestellt hat, verwirren. 

Adopted. 
C. Synod decides to instruct its Publication Commit­

tee to make the required change in future editions of the 
Liturgy in the Church's Psalter-Hymnal; to direct the re­
sponsible ecclesiastioal bodies to make whatever change 
may be necessary in the text of the Creed to wbich the 
Formnla of SUbscription for office-bearers is appended; 
alld to urge upon consistories and members who still 
make use of the Dutch language to avail themselves of 
that edition of the Dutch "Psalmboek met Liturgie" 
which has incorporHted the change adopted by the Dutch 
Synod of 1905, viz., the Rutgers-Bavinck-Kuyper Edition. 

Adopted. 
D. Synod decides to notify all those chnrches which 

are mentioned under IV above and which have the Belgic 
Confession among their doctrinal standards, of the de­
cision herevdth adopted; and, moreover, in the case of 
those chnrches which have not as yet made this or a 
similar change in their text of Article XXXVI, to urge 
such action upon them. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 35 

Elder H. Ligtenberg closes tIns session with prayer and 
thanksgiving. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 10 
Seventh Session 

ARTICLE 36 

21 

The Rev. H. Bouma offers prayer, after Synod has 
'united in singing No. 390 of the Psalter Hymnal. 

ARTICLE 37 

Elder B. J. Bennink, appointed as ,alternate delegate of 
Classis Grand Rapids East, presents, his credential letter. 
At the request of the President, he expresses his agree­
ment with our Forms of Unity. 

ARTICLE 38 

Dr. O. Holtrop of the Reception Committee introduces 
the Rev. Dr. Geo. W. Brown, General Secretary of the 
American Bible Society. In an informative and appeal­
ing address he presents the cause of this Society. 

Dr. J. H. Bruinooge responds in behalf of Synod, voic­
ing the Church's, wholehearted endorsement of the work 
of the Society in translating, publishing, and distributing 
the Word of God. 

ThJe report of the delegate of our Church on the Board 
of the American Bible Society, the Rev. J. Beebe, is now 
read by the first clerk. (Cf. Agenda II, p. 102). 

This report is received as information, and tbe request 
for financial 'Support is referred to the Budget Com­
mittee. (Cf. Art. 103). 

ARTICLE 39 

The report of the Seminary Faculty on Creedal Re­
vision and/or Expansion is presented by Dr. C. Bonma, 
reporter. (Cf. Agenda I, p. 20). 

The report is received as information, and after con­
siderable discussion, a.motion prevails to adopt the ad­
vice given at the close of tbe report, as follows: 

SYNOD, in view of the urgent need for creedal expall­
sion and/or revision on the grounds advanced in the re­
port herewith submi !ted; and 
. in view of the fact that such creedal expansion and/or 

revision ought not to be undertaken without consultation 
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and deliberation with other Reformed bodies having the 
same doctrinal standards; and 

in view of the fact that there may exist at present cer­
tain discouraging circumstances with a view to the 
realization of this ideal; 

DECIDES to appoint a Committe\) whose task it shall 
be to contact those Reformed bodies which have the same 
doctrinal standards as we have, in order: 

1. To ascertain what the present status of the matter 
of proposed creedal expansion and/or revision in each 
of these bodies is; 

2. To nrge upon the highest judicatory of these bodies 
to take up this matter and, 'if at all possible, to take steps 
,that may lead to some joint action on the part of all Re­
formed bodies holding the same creed; 

3. To report to the next Synod as to the possible 
progress that it may have made and, if at all possible, 
to make further definite recommendations as to how- this 
matter may be carried forward. (See Art. 119 below.) 

ARTICLE 40 

The report of the Committee on Contact between the 
Synod and the American Federation of Reformed Young 
Men's Societies is, presented by the secretary, the Rev. M. 
Arnoys, who receives the privilege of the floor. (Cf. 
Agenda I, p. 44). 

Mr. R. Postma, President of the Federation, also re­
ceives the privilege of the floor. 

After the report is read and received, it is moved and 
seconded to adopt the three recommendations of the 
Committee's report, taking them seriatim. 

After an extended discuss,ion of the matter, Synod de­
cides to table this motion and to appoint a special 
Advisory Committee, which, having profited by the dis­
cussion on the floor, shall present Synod with advice and 
recommendation. 

The following are appointed members of this Commit­
tee: The Revs. J. K. Van Baalen, N. J. Monsma, and J. L. 
Schaver; elders J. Ten Harmsd and N. Youngsma; and 
Prof. L. Berkhof. (Cf. Art. 53). 
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ARTICLE 41 

The report of our representative on the National Chris­
tian Association, the Rev. James Putt, is read and re­
ceived as information. (Cf. Agenda II, p. 104). 

Its request for continued support is referred to the 
Budget Committee. (Cf. Ar\. 83). 

ARTICLE 42 

The reports of the Chicago Jewish Mission and of the 
Paterson Hebrew Mission are read by the second clerk, 
and received as information. (Cf. Agenda II, pp. 106-113). 

The financial matters contained in these reports are 
referred to the Budget Committee. (Cf. Art. 103). 

ARTICLE 43 

The report of the Seamen's Home is read by the. second 
·clerk, and received as information. (Cf. Agenda II, pp. 
113, 148). 

The recommendation on p. 114 is referred to the Ad­
visory Committee on Varia. (Cf. Art. 62, VIII). 

ARTICLE 44 

Prof. D. H. Kromminga reports for the Historical Com­
mittee. The report is received as information. (Cf. 
Agenda II, p. 128). (See Art. 119 below.) 
. A motion prevails to grant the allowance requested, 
to be paid out of the Synodical Treasury. 

ARTICLE 45 

It is decided to adjourn nntil Monday, June 13, at 1 :30 
P. M. Elder Wm. Schneider closes this session with 
pra: 'er and thanksgiving. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 13 
'Eighth Session 

ARTICLE 46 

Synod unites iu s,iuging No. 387 of the Psalter Hymnal 
:and is led in prayer by the Rev. A. Van Dyken. 
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ARTICLE 47 

All members of Synod respond to the roll call, except 
the Rev. J. De Haan, Jr" whose place is taken by his 
alternate, the Rev. A. Persenaire. His credential letter 
of Classis Grand Rapids West is received, and th~ brother 
expresses his agreement witj:J the Forms of Unity. 

ARTICLE 48 

The minutes of the sixth and the seventh session are 
read by the clerk, and approved by Synod. 

ARTICLE 49 

The report relative to an Index of Important Synodical. 
Resolutions is read by the second clerk, and received as 
information (cf. Agenda II, p. 129). 

Synod concurs in the findings of the Committee in re­
gard to the work of the Rev. J. L. Schaver, and discharges 
the Committee. 

ARTICLE 50 

Synod now takes in hand the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Home Mission Matters, the Rev. E. B. 
Pekelder serving as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee in re Home Missions has the following 
to report: . 

I. The following material was submitted to your com­
mittee: 

1. Overtures 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 30. Agenda II, pp. 140-
148. 166. 

2. Report of the Executive Committee for Home Mis­
sions (cf. Supplement III). 

3. Belated overture of Classis Grand Rapids East. 
Your Committee advises Synod to receive this as in­

formation with thanks to the members of the Executive 
Committee for their many labors .. 

Adopted. 
II, Overtures. 
A. A belated overture of Classis Grand Rapids East 

(not found in the Agenda) : 
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Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod that it grant the 
church at Dearborn, Mich., permission to use the $1,000 which Synod 
allowed for th~ rent of a meeting place for 1938 as part- payment 
toward the acquisition of a suitable building to be used in church 
extension work, which building will include both a chapel and a 
manse. Further that Synod allow the same church another grant 
of $1,000 for the same purpose to be paid during the year 1939. 

The plan .of the Consistory is to erect a building modeled after a 
two-family home, with a chapel on the first floor and living quarters 
for the worker and his family on the second fioor. The Consistory 
would finance the building by a loan from the Church Help Com­
mittee (for which the local ~ church becomes responsible) and a 
$2,000' allowance from Synod. If Synod grants the above request, 
two interested parties are willing to finanee the immediate erection 
of the building through a temporary loan. 

The reasons for this request are the following: 
1. The congregation is handicapped ··by the present location. 
2. The Consistory feels that the $1,000 for rental purposes can 

be used to better advantage by investing in a permanent build­
ing. Should the money granted by Synod be used for the 
payment of rent, the problem of erecting a huilding would 
still have, to be faced after a few years. 

3. The proposed building will afford living quarters for the 
worker, who at present, by virtue ,of the rent situation, lives 
7 miles from the place of worship, and from the immediate 
sphere of his work. 

4. Difficulty has heen experienced in locating a rentable building 
suitable for the needs of this church. 

5. The field of Dearborn and West Detroit has !been a much 
neglected field in the past, and as a promising field for church 
extension work recommends itself for consideration by the 
church at large .. 

6. The proposed building as an investment, will not be obsolete 
property, for it c·an readily be converted into a two family 
dwelling, and as such it will be self-liquidating. 

7 .. The Consistory of the Grosse Point (Detroit) church recom­
mends the above project for consideration by Synod. 

P. S. Classis has recommended the Dearborn church for a loan 
of $3,500 from the Church Help Gommittee .. 

Your Committee advises Synod: 
1. To allow Dearborn the $1,000 promised by the 

Synod of 1937 (cf. Acts, 1937, p. 83) for the year 1938. 
Grollnds: 

a. This is asked for by Classis Grand Hapids East. 
b. The Executive Committee of Home Missions in con­

sultation with the Dearborn group and the Detroit 
consistory (as per Synod's decision of 1937) advise 
the same. 

Adopted. 
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2. Though appreciating the argumentation of Classis 
Grand Rapids East Synod express as its conviction that 
the SUDs[dy Fund is meant to pay the salaries of ministers 
in subsidized. churches, and when there is church prop­
erty involved not the Subsidy, but the Church Help Fund 
should be appealed to. 

Adopted. 
B. Overture 3, Agenda II, pp. 140-144 (cf. Report of 

Executive Committee). 
It appears from the documents (cf. also Report 'of the 

Executive Committee for Home Missions) which we have 
read that the friction between Classis. Orange City and 
the Executive Committee has been brought abont by a 
misunderstanding and lack of sufficient information. The 
Executive Committee was of the opinion that no. investi­
gation had been made as to the necessity of the existence 
of Carnes. In view of the fact that Classis Orange City 
granted Carnee' permission to call after due investigation 
and was convinced that Carnes should continue as a con­
gregation, your Committee advises Synod: 

1. To iustruct the Executive Committee for Home Mis­
sions to reimburse Carnes for the subsidy withheld, be­
ginning April 1. 

2. To express that although technically the contention 
of Cla,sis Orange City is correct, namely that the rnle of 
Synod adopted in 1937 was not retroactive and hence 
could not apply to Carnes, Synod can also understand the 

. viewpoint of the Executive Committee, namely that it was 
evidently the spirit and intent of the rule to apply it in 
cases like that of Carnes. 

3. To state that .jt does not deem it necessary to "ex­
press its disapproval of the action of the Executive Com­
mittee of Synod" in view of the- fact that its decision was 
based upon a misunderstanding. No one would ascribe 
evil intentions to the members of this Committee. 

Adopted. 

C. Overture 4, Agenda Part II, p. 144 (cf. Report of 
Executive Committee): "Classis Orange City expresses 
Hs disapproval tv Synod of the action of the Executive 
Committee in refusing to make an exception of Sioux 
City, although empowered to do so." 
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We call Synod's attention to the fact that Classis Orange 
City appeals to the rules governing Home Missions. In 
Art. 5, which deals, with the work of the Executive Com­
mittee, under (h) we read, "To pass upon all applications 
for support from the Subsidy Fund and to submit its 
recommendations to Synod for approval. It shall in these 
recommendations give due consideration to an equitable 
distribution of tbe Silbsidy Fund. (It is understood that· 
the Committee has' the right to make such adjustments 
between Synods as circumslances may render impera­
tive) ." 

Your Committee is of the opinion that this rule pertains 
to salaTies of the minis tern and that these funds should not 
be employed for rent or for the pnrchase of property, and 
advises Synod to reply in this way to the overture of 
Classis Orange City. Moreover, the need of .Sioux City 
was known during the sessions of the Synod of 1937 and 
did not arise after Synod. 

Adopted. 
D. Overture 5 (Agenda Part II, p. 144) : 
"Classis Orange City overtures Synod to instruct the 

Executive Committee to grant Sioux City .a special allow­
ance of $340 as long as it is needed for rent for the par­
sonage." 

In view of the fact that your Committee does not have 
all the necessary information to dispose of this matter, 
we suggest that it be placed in the hands of the Budget 
Committee. 

Adopted (cf. Art. 83, IV). (Continued in Art. 58). 

ARTICLE 51 

The Rev. B. H. Spalink reports for the Advisory Com-
mittee on Protests and Appeals A: . 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

We are ready to report on the following protests, com­
plaints, and appeals, which have been placed in the hands 
of your. Committee for advice: 

I. Stroobosscher case. 
1. Materiahpresented to us includes: 
a. Complatint by Mr. D. Stroobosscher against the de­

cision of Synod of 1937 with reference to a complaint 
brought at that time. 



28 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

b. Various letters and documents pertaining to later 
developments in the same matter presented in 1937, 
relating to a financial difficulty with a schoolboard. 

2. Brief presentation of the case: 
a. Decision of Synod contained in Acts of Syilod 1937, 

pages 52, 53 is as follows: 
HE. Advice of Committee: We advise Synod not to con­

sider this communication on the grounds: 
1) That D. Stroobosscher is not a member of any of 

our churches. 
2) That Stroobosscher has not been accepted as a 

member of the Englewood congregation lies in 
the fact that he has not met the just requirement 
of Englewood's consistory that Stroobos.scher 
first reconcile himself with his relatives. 
Adopted." 

b. Stroobosscher's complaint. 
1) Stroobosscher complains that the grounds of 

Synod's decision quoted above are contrary to 
fact. He claims in his complaint that it is not 
true that he is not a member of our church 
through his own faull. He states that he has 
made an earnest attempt to become a member 
of Englewood I, and that he was willing to recon­
cile with his relatives, who are unwilling to 
reconcile with him. 

3. Investigation of your Committee. 
A study of the complaint and a heaTing given to Mr. 

Stroobosscher revealed: 
1) That Mr. Stroobosscher is still not a member of one 

of our churches. 
2) That Mr. Stroobosscher is stili unreconciled with his 

relatives, and has therefore failed to meet the re­
qnirement of the Englewood I Consistory. 

3) That Mr. Stroobosscher was willing to reconcile with 
his relatives only upon certain conditions. . 

4. Advice of your Committee: 
a. Synod decide that no sufficient evidence has been 

produced to disprove the trutb of the 'grounds given 
in Synod's decision of 1937. Grounds: 
1) Mr. Stroobosscher is still not a member of one of 

our churches. 
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2) And although it is not within our power to deter-· 
mine whether it is altogether through the fault of 
Stroobosscher that he i, unreconciled, still it has 
appeared from his own testimony that he w.ill 
reconcile with his relatives only upon certain 
conditions. 

b. ,Synod decide that the other material presented by 
Mr. Stroobosscher is not legally before Synod. 

Ground.: 
Tbe financial question which he has with the school 
board lies outsade of our domain. since Synod has 
no jurisdiction over school boards. 

Adopted. 
II. A protest of Mr. Broer Smit against the Consistory 

of the 2nd Chr. Ref. Church of Kalamazoo, and against 
the Committee of Classis Kalamazoo was placed in our 
hands. 

Upon reading said document your Committee dis. 
covered that this document is not legally before Synod. 
Ground: 

Mr. Smit states in his document as follows: 
"lk wend me rechtstreeks tot de Synode om rede dat er 

noch kerkeraadsvergadering, noch Classisvergadering 
gehouden zijn tusschen de gemeentevergadering en 
vandaag, 6 Iuni, 1938." 

To enter upon this case would therefore be in conflict 
with Art. 30 of our Church Order. 

Adopted. 
III. The case of the Second Chr. Ref. Church of Kala­

mazoo. 
1. Material on hand: 
a. A large number of documents pertaining to the 2nd 

Chr. Ref. Church of Kalamazoo, Mich. 
b. A statement of the present delegates of Classis 

Kalamazoo. 
2. Advice of your Committee with regard to the legality 
of these document§. 

a. This matter is not legally before Synod. Grounds: 
1) 'Ve have no request from either the Consistory 

or Classis to enter into this matter. 
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2) Much of the material that has been handed to us 
bas no signature whatever. 

3) We have no way to determine who submitted the 
documents which are present. 

b. However. we have a statement by the synodical 
delegates of Classis Kalamazoo that it was, the 
"resolution and intent" of Classis to bring this mat­
ter before Synod, which they base on Art. 26 of the 
Minntes of May 11, which reads"s, follows: 
"The Classis adopts the following: If the Congrega­
tion decides to divide and if the present building can­
not serve both groups, then Classis suggests to the 
Consistory of Second Kalamazoo to divide the finan­
cial assets of the congregation equitably (per capita) 
and that the majority of the congregation is to keep 
the present church property. The consistory also 
states that if a settlement was not made, the entire 
case would go to the Synod. Classis decides if the 
matter goes to the Synod, it will go according to the 
outline drawn up by the Committee. Slight revisions 
may be made." . 
This article however is a conditional article, which 
does not imply any actual decision. 

After considerable discussion of this case, Synod de­
cides. to table the matter for the present, to give the dele­
gates of Classis Kalamazoo the opportunity to g,ecure 
some missing documents from the Consistory of Second 
Kalamazoo and the Classis. (Cf. Art. 94). 

ARTICLE 52 

Synod now takes in hand the report of the Publication 
CommiUee, Mr. J. B. Hulst 'Serving as reporter and re­
ceiving the privileges of the floor. (Cf. Supplement IX). 

The report is received by Synod, and action taken as 
follows: 

1. The .appointment of a Committee to draw up a Sun­
day School Lesson system is approved. 

2. The appointment of Prof. D. H. Kromminga to fill 
the vacancy on the Publication Committee is ap­
proved. 

3. The Committee members whose terms expire at this 
time are reappointed for a term of four years: J. 
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Feenstra, J. B. Hulst, Prof. D. H. Kromminga,and 
the Rev. J. J. Steigenga. 

4. The nomination for editors of De Wachter, The 
Banner, and the Sunday School papers is approved. 

Synod now proceeds to elect editors by ballot. The 
following are elected for a term of two years: 

Editor of De Wachter, the Rev. H. Keegstr,a. 
Editor of The Banner, the Rev. H. J. Kuiper. 
Editor of the Sunday School papers, the Rev. L. J. 

Lamberts. 

ARTICLE 53 

The report of the Special Advisory Committee on Con­
tact between Synod and the A. F. R. Y. M. S. (cf. Art. 40) 
is submitted by the Rev. N. J. Monsma: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The Committee appointed to advise Synod in regard to 
the contact between the Synod and the Amercan Federa­
tion of Reformed Young Men's Societies recommends that 
Synod take the following decisions: 

1. Synod gratefully takes cognizance of the informa­
tion given in the report of its Committee respecting the 
proposed labor1S' of the prospective General Secretary of 
the Federation of Young Men's Societies, is deeply inter­
ested in the work of the Federation among our covenant 
youth, and sincerely hopes and prays that its beneficent 
influence may be augmented and extended through the 
agency of the desired General Secretary. 

Adopted. 
2. Synod urgently recommends this cause to our 

churches for moral and financial support, so that at least 
one offering per year be received for this purpose; and 
urges the Federation to strive to become financially inde­
pendent from the churches as soon as possible. 

Adopted. 
3. Synod asks the Federation to submit an annual re­

port of the work accomplished and of the finances, as far 
as the General Secretary is concerned, to ,Synod, as long 
as financial aid is received from our churches. 

Adopted. 
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4. Synod voices the opinion that it is more desirable 
that the Federation appoint a man for the position of Gen­
eral Secretary who is not a minister. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 54 

It is decided to begin morning sessions at 8 :00 instead 
of at 8 :30 o'clock. 

This session is closed with prayer and thanksgiving by 
. elder T. Triemstra. 

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 14 
Ninth Session 

ARTICLE 55 

Synod unites in singing No. 207 of the Psalter Hymnal, 
and is led in prayer by the Rev. N. J. Monsma. 

ARTICLE 56 

The roll call &hows \J]at all members are present. Elder 
A. Biepma of Classis Kalamazoo is pre&ent for the first 
time, and at the request of the Presideut expresses· his 
agreement with our Forms of Unity. 

ARTICLE 57 

The minutes of the eighlth session are read, and approved. 

ARTICLE 58 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
ou Home Mission Matters (cf. Art. 50) : 

III. Matters brought to Synod's attention by the Execu­
tive Committee. (Cf. Report, Supplement III). 

Your Committee sugges;!s that the cases of Missionaries 
J. De Jonge and J. C. De Bruyn be treated in executive 
session. 

So decided. Synod goes into executive session. 
A. The matter of Missionary l. De longe (Supplement 

III, IX, F). 
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During the discussion of this case the Rev. J. De Jonge 
receives the privilege of the floor. 

1. For the hi"tory of the case cf. Report of the Executive 
Committeee. 

2. Your Committee has heard the Rev. J. De Jonge as 
well as the delegates of Classis California. The official de­
·cision of Ciassis' reads as follows (taken from the minutes 
of the ExecutIve Committee, Art. 27, Nov. 18, 1937, see File 
'C): "A letter was at hand from the Rev. R. J. Frens, S. C. 
of Classis, stating: 'With reference to Rev. J. De Jonge 
Cl"&sis Californtia decided to recommend to the Executive 
Committee (a) that the brother be transferred to another 
field since ,there is apparently no suitable field for him in 
this S ta te'." 

3. Our advice: Inasmuch as Classis California has re­
·quested that the Rev. J. De Jonge be transferred to another 
field, from which decision the missionary has not appealed, 
your Committee advises Synod to instruct the Executive 
'Committee to carry out the decirsion of Classis California and 
urge Rev. De JOllige to co-operate in the matter of a probable 
trallisf er. 

Adopted. 
B. The matter of Missionary J. C. De Bruyn (Supple­

ment III, IX, F). 
1. For ,the history of the case cf. Report of the Execu­

tive Committee. 
2. Your Committee has received a letter from the Rev. 

De Bruyn, addressed to Synod. 
This leHer is read, and received as information. 
3. Your Committee recommends that Synod advise the 

Rev. J. C. De BruynJ to apply for emeritation. 
Adopted. (Continued in Art. 84). 

ARTICLE 59 

Dr. W. Bode reports, for the Obituary Committee. The 
report is adopted as follows: 
DEAR BRETHREN: 

Since the last Synod it has pleased the Lmd to remove 
from our midst five superannuated miniMers, all of whom 
had given faithful service for a number of years: 

Thie Rev. J. B. Vanden Hoek died Oct. 14, 1937, being 
nearly 69 years of age, after an active service of 17 years. 
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The Rev. J. O. Vos died December 20, 1937, after an ac­
tive ministry of 25 years, being 75 years of age. 

The Rev. F. Welandt passed away December 28,1937, at 
the age of nearly 88 yeal'S', after an active ministry of some· 
40 years. 

The Rev. J. Noordewier was called home Febuary 5, 1938, 
after an unusually long life, attaining the age of over 98: 
years, 43 years of which were spent in active service. 

The Rev. H. J. De Vries answered the higher summons· 
April 9,1938, at the age of 55 years, of which 27 years 
were spent in the Christian ministry. 

Because of the devoted life and blessed <lervice rendered 
byfuese brethren Synod resolves: 

1. To bow before the supreme will of our loving Father 
who measures the span of ]jfe, whos:e summons, 
"Come up hither," they obeyed; 

2. To gratefully acknowledge the several talents and the· 
manifold labors these brethren spent in the vine­
yard of the Lord; 

3. To express to the bereaved our sincere sympathy and 
bespeak for them at the throne of grace the comfort 
of the Holy Spirit; 

4. To remind ourselves of our biigh ,calling 1n Christ Jesus 
our Lord in a world of change that we may give our-· 
selves with greater devotion to "contend for the faith 
which was once for all delivered unto the saints," 
"considering the issues of their life, imitatng t;heir· 
faith" ; 

5. To spread these resolutions upou our minutes, and 
forward a copy to the respective famiJes bereaved. 

ARTICLE 60 

Synod now takes in hand the Report of the Advisory 
Committee on Church Order. the Rev. r L. Schaver acting 
as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee on Church Order reports as follows: 
I. Overtures 53, 54, pp. 182-184, Agenda II. 
A. Your Committee advises Synod to accede to the re-· 

quest of Clas.sisGrand Rapids, West to appoint a Com­
mittee anent necessary Sunday labor. (The overtnre is. 
not merely of the Broadway Ave. Consistory.) 
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Tillis Committee shall give intel1Pretation of the phrase, 
"servile works ... which ... present necessity require" 
(d. Art. 6 ofbhe Six points of 1881) in the light of Scrip­
ture, aud in connection with the complexity of the present 
social structure. While avoiding the catalo"ging of forhid­
den labors, the Committee shall set fortb principles which 
may enable Consistories to decide in the concrete cases 
which repeatedly arise. Grounds: 

1. The indefinite phrase, "works ... which ... present 
necessity require," lendsl itself to interpretations 
which encroach upon the sal1lctity of the Lord's Day. 

2 Due especially to the cOI11jpJex character of the present 
social structure, many prohlems of Sunday labor are 
coustantly pressing for a solution. 

Adopted. " 
B. Synod refer the overture of Classis California to said 

Committee. 
Adopted. 
II. Reports of Delegates for Examination. 
A. The following delegates report having attended the 

Classical Examinations of the candidates mentioned, and in 
each case they have advised their admission to the ministry 
of the Word: 

1. Revs. C. Groot, J. M. Voortman, and A. Wassink -
Cando Christian Vanden Henve!. 

2. Revs. Z. J. Sherda, L. Veltkamp, and E. J. Krohne -
Cando J. H. Steenwyk. 

3. Revs. J. Ehlers, J. H. Geerlings, and J. F. Schuur­
mann - Cando F. M. Huizenga. 

4. Rev. J. Ehlers, C. Groot, and N. Jansen - Cando P. 
Eldersveld. 

5. Revs. S. Struyk, G. Zylstra, and A. Wassink - Cando 
J. B. Swierenga. 

6. Revs,. G. Zylstra, J. M. Voortman, and A. Wassink -
Cando J. E. Brink. 

Received as information. , 
B. 1. The Revs. D. H. Walters and C. Groot report that 

they were present at a meeting of Classis Sioux 
Center, Sept. 14 and 15, 1937, when they advised 
the deposition of t~ Rev. C. J. Scholten, because 
of repeated transgression of the ninth command­
ment. 
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2. The Revs. N. J. Monsma, E. J. Krohne, and C. De 
Leeuw report that they were called to the meeting 
of Classis Wisconsin Feb. 8, 1938, to assist in the 
Alto-Fortuin Case, and approved of the severance 
of the relation existing between the Rev. K. W. 
Fortuin and the church of Alto. 

2. The Synodical delegates of Classls. Holland (the 
Rev. L. Veltkamp), Grand Rapids East (the Rev. 
Z . .T. Sherda), and Grand Rapids 'Vest (the Rev. 
R. Veldman), report that they were requested by 
Classis Zeeland to give advice in re the Danhof 
Case. 

Received as information. 
III. Members who deviate from our doctrinal position . 

. In regard to tins problem your Committee submits the 
following: 

A. Material: 
1. ReporUV, Agenda I, 1938, pop. 36ff. 
2. Overture 59, Agenda II, 1938, pp. 192 ff., of Engle­

wood I Consistory, in reply to said Report. 
Eo History . 

. , 1. Overture 35, Agenda II, 1936, p." 480: 
"The Consistory of. the First Christian Reformed Church of Engle­

wood would : .... submit for your deliberations: 
How to pro·ceed with discipline in the case of members of the Chr. 

Ref. Chllrch who have deviated from our doctrinal position to the 
extent"that they cannot ;be admitted to the "Lord's Supper, but whose 
manner of life is otherwise blameless; Tl~.e, Consistory, together 
wjth Classis Illinois, has unanimously decided that a member of our 
Church -who denies the validity o! water,_ baptism for the church of 
the New Testament dispensation can not be adrhitted to the table 
of the Lord. 

'However, whether such a member can in due course, be' excom­
municated with our FO.nn of Excommunication and whether the 
larlg,:lage (thereof) -.. : . may be applied to such a one, 'while he 
himself may profess to be a Christian, about that is the widest 
divergence of opinion. 

There is at ,present, according to our church polity, no way to get 
rid of such members except by way' of excommunication with our 
adopted Form. ' . 

Thel'efore, we petition Synod: to consider this -,problem and -en­
. ligihten our chlll'ches.· Grounds: 

a. It concerns a concrete case; 
h. We have reasons, to helieve that the., ,probiem is not merely a 

lo'cal one; ,. 
c. To continue a member under silent censure' for a period of 

years without advancing is anomalo,us to say th'e least; 
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d. A synodieal pronouncement on this matter will deepen the 
consciousness in our Church that disci-pline, covering doctrinal 
issues, means something and applies to our membership as well 
as to officers." 

2. Acts of Synod, 1936, pp. 121, 122: 
The Advisory Committee re~ommends: 
"Since there is an urgent and widespread need of enlightenment 

in our Churches as to the way in which Consistories should proceed 
with members who cons'cientiollsly object to certain doctrines of the 
Church ..... 

Since the problem presented by Englewood I as to how a member 
'who denies the validity of water haptism can -be removed -from the 
church without being dedared to he, 'excluded from the fellowship 
of Christ' and accounted- 'a IGentile and publican,' is a real prQblem, 
the mQre -so. sinc€' it seems to. be ,a fQregQne cQnclusiQn that CQn­
tinued suspensiQn frQm the LQrd's Supper dQes nQt Qffer a: :&Qlutio.n; 
and . 

Since the prQblem is very invo.lved and the time is lacking to. 
present to. this SynQd a satisfactQry sQlutiQn, 

SynQd, realizing that the Acts Qf 1888, Article 57b, state that 
members who. cQnscientiQusly object to. certain dQctrines shall finally 
be disciplined, decides that a -CQmmittee be apPQinted to. study the 
prQblem thoroughly, and to. repQrt to. the next Syno.d~ Adopted. 
(See Art. 119.) 

3. The Special committee, apPQinted to. carry Qut the above 
mandate, 'conceives Qf its task as follows (Agenda I, 1938, p. 39): 

"Although the Committee was not instructed to advise concerning 
the specific -case, the Committee feels that justice bo.th to. the CQn­
sistQry and to._ the brQther 'cQncerned demands the settlement of this 
CQnCl'ete case. MoreQver, 'by advising o.n this particular matter, the 
Committee will have contributed mQst toward an answer o.f the 
abstract prQblem which both the 'Consisto.ry and Synod raise. If 
SynQd sees fit to. adQpt our recQmmendations a precedent will be 
established that will be a guide to consistories that must meet situ­
atiQns similar to. that confro.nting the CQnsistory Qf First Englewo.od. 

To. have do.ne literally as Synod instructed WQuld have led the 
Co.mmittee to. the c'Qnsideration o.f the almost numberless shades and 
degrees o.f deviation that can take place. fro.m o.ur do.ctrinal positio.n. 
Even if that consideratio.n CQuid be completed by June, 1938, the 
CQmmittee sees clearly that no general rule. could be devised that 
would -CQver all the possible deviatio.ns. The rule wo.uld be so 
general as to. lose all practical value. 

Syno.ds 'can very 'conveniently sidestep a very difficult practical 
pro.blem by simply resolving it into an abstraction and by referring 
it to a Co.mmittee that shall reco.mmend a general ruling two. years 
hence. Pro.blems that CQncern the church are nQt sQlved by tHat 
method. Satisf.actory results are Qbtained and progress is made Qnly 
by facing definite cases squarely and -settling them individually in 
the light of Scripture and the Church Order. 

The Co.mmittee aims to. co.nsider the particular case cQnfrQnting 
First Englewo.Qd in the .light Qf Scripture and the Church Order. 

4. The Special Committee makes the fQllQwing reco.mmendations 
to this SynQd (Agenda I, 1938, p. 43) : 

"That Synod answer the Co.nsistQry Qf the First Church Qf E'ngle­
WQQd as follQws: 
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The Consistory erred by suspending the member's communicant 
rights before the Consistory was sure that the conditions predicated 
by Article 76 of the 'Church Order existed. 

Denial 'of the validity of water baptism is a censurable sin as 
defined by Article 72 of the Church Order. 

The method to be followed ,by the 'Consistory is: 
a. Patient ministration to the member as one who is spiritually ill. 
h. Censure to the point of excommunication when the· spiritual 

ailment becomes infectious or when the member refuses to 
submit to the Consistory. 

C. Judgment of your Advisory Committee: 
1. It is the judgment of your Advisory Committee that 

Synod's Special Committee neglected its mandate. This 
is clear from the Committee's report (Agenda I, 1938, p. 
39): . 

"To 'have done literally as Synod instructed would have 
led the Committee to the consideration of the almost num­
berless shades and degrees of deviation that can take place 
from our doctrinal posHion." 

The problem p'resented to the Special Committee for 
study, as presented by Englewood I and as stated by the 
Advisory Committee in 1936, is "hlow a member who de­
lues the validity .of water baptism can be removed from the 
Church without being declared to be 'excluded from the 
fellowship of Christ' and accounted 'a gentile and a publi­
can', ... hhle more so since it seems to be a foregone con­
clusion that continued suspension from the Lord's Supper 
does not offer a solution." (Acts 1936, p. 122.) 

The mandate of Synod t'O the Special Committee was "to 
study the problem thoroughly and to report to the next 
Synod." (A<<lts 1936, p. 122.) 

Your Advisory Committee fails to find in the report of 
the Special Committee a thorough study of the 'problems 
submitted. 

2. Synod's Special Committee, moreover, exceeded its 
mandate. 

The mandate of Synod tn the Special Committee was 
"ta study the prablem thoroughly and to report to the next 
Synod" (Acts 1936, p. 122, unders<coring of present Com­
mittee) . 

That the Special Committee exceeded its mandate ap­
pears also from its own report (Agenda I, 1938, p. 39) : 

"Although tb~ Committee was not instructed to advise 
concerning the specific case, the Committee feels, that jus­
tice both to the Consistory and to the brother concerned 
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demands the settlement of this concrete case . . . The 
Committee aims to conslider the particular case confront­
ing First Englewood in the Iighlt of Scripture and the 
·Church Order." 

D. Recommendation to Synod 
Since the Synod of 1936 expressed itself so outspokenly 

that "there is an urgent and widespread need of enlighten­
ment in our churches as to the way in which Consistories 
should proceed with memhers who conscientiously ohject to 
certain dO(jtrines of the Church ... ", etc. (see Acts 1936, 
p. 122). 

Your Committee recommends that suohi a Committee he 
appointed. 

Since the advice of the Advisory Committee differsl radi­
cally from the advice of the Special Committee appointed 
by Synod of 1936, the latter is given precedence. 

A motion to adopt this advice is rejected. 
A motion to adopt the advice of thle Advisory Committee 

.is earried, and the apPQintment Qf a CQmmittee is referred 
to the Committee Qn ApPQintmentsi. (Cf. Art. 103.) 
(Continued in Art. 96.) 

ARTICLE 61 

Dr. O. HQltrQP of the Rec'1P,tion Committee reads a fra­
ternal letter of the Rev. Endre Sehestyen of Duquesne, Pa., 
Arch Dean of the Magyar Free Reformed Ohlurch. 

Received as information. Synod decides gratefully to 
acknowledge this letter, and to instruct the Synodical Com­
mittee tOo consider the matter of closer fraternal correspon­
dence with this Church, and, to report to the next Synod. 

ARTICLE 62 

SynQd now takes up the Report of the AdvisQry Commit­
lee on Varia, the Rev. H. Bouma acting as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

YQur Committee has the honor to advise Syuod in re­
gard to the following matters: 

I. Overtures 31 and 60 in re Division of Classis Mus­
kegon: 

The Classis of Muskegon at its meeting of March 30, 
1938, decided to propose to Synod that it give Classi;; per-
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mi,;sion to form a separate Classis of its eleven northern­
most churches (Agenda II, p.168). 

In respect to this proposal five of the churches of the 
northern group appeal to Synod not to approve of this 
plan (Agenda II, p. 200). . 

The chief objections offered by these churches are: 
a. That the northern group as a whole does not desire 

this separation; of the group of eleven, seven voted 
against the plan, and not one of the remaining four 
expressed a desare for it. 

h. That it would be an unequal division, since the four­
teen southern churches would have 1,428 families, and 
the eleven northern churches only 634. 

c. That the churches of the northern group. are all rural 
churches, most of them rather small, and financially 
weak. 

Therefore, a separation from the southern group 
which is made up mostly of city churches, larger in 
numher of families and far s:tronger financially, is: 
presented as detrimental to the well-heing of the 
northern group. 

Your Committee recommends: 
a. That Synod does not approve of the plan as it is pro­

posed hy Classis Muskegon, because it is apparently con­
trary to the desire of Synod when it proposed the realign­
ment of Classes, that a large group of chlurches, against the 
desiire of the majority of this group, would be compelled to 
form a separate Clasis;s (see Agenda II, 1936, p. 326). 

A motion prevails to take the overture of Classis Mus­
kegon iIIstead of the recommendation of the Advisory Com-
mittee. . 

A motion to adopt this overture is rejected. 
h. That Synod refers this matter hack to Classis with 

this recommendation, that the Fremont group of churches. 
Fremont I and II and Reeman, be added to the norbhern 
group. This would. add about 330 families to the weaker 
group and also make that new Clas;sis financially stronger .. 

A motion to adopt this advice is also rejected. 
II. Request of Bommelerwaard: 
Your Committee considered the request of a small church 

in .tlle Bommelerwaard, the Netherlands, for financial aid 
for the construction of a church huilding (cf. Agenda II. 
p. 158). 
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We recommend that Synod does not grant this request.. 
Reasons: 

a. If it should be granted, other reques!ls for similar aid 
undoubtedly would follow. 

b. Our own needy Clbmrches are not allowed to make a 
general appeal for aid, except in very special circum-· 
stances. 

c. The economic conditions in our midst are at present 
not better than those in the Netherlands. 

Adopted. 
III. Division of Classis /linois: 
A. In answer to the suggestion of Synod (Acts 1937,. 

Art. 127, I) that Classis Illinois reconsider the matter of 
realignment, the Classis decided to remain intact. It pre-· 
sents five reasons for 1:1hIis decision. 

Your Committee advises that Synod abide by this de­
cision. 

Adopted. 
B. There was also presented to your Committee a re-· 

quest of Second Englewood Consistory asking that an en­
closed copy of a classical r~ort on this matter, presenting 
the two sides, be .read to Synod. In view of the decision of 
Class.s, your Committee feels that this is not necessary. 

Received as information. 
IV. Overture No. 50 (Agenda II, p. 182) : 
Classis Sioux Center requests Synod to present its re­

ports in more simple language for the benefit of many el­
ders. [This overture is mistakenly ascribed to Classis Pella 
in the Agenda.] 

Your Committee recommends that Synod urge those· 
who write these reports to put forth special effort to ex­
press the matter, if possible, in language that is more easily 
nnderstood by our people. 

Adopted. 
V. Over/ure No. 46 (Agenda II, p. 180) : 
An overture of Classis Pella requests that Synod instruct 

the respective Boards to meet at such a time that their· 
reports and proposals can be published in the Agenda, Part I •. 
so that the Consistories and Classes can consider this ma­
terial before Synod. 

Your Committee advises: 
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In view of the fact that the first part of the Agenda must 
be published as soon as possible after January 1, 

And whereas it is impracticable for the Boards to have 
their reports ready and approved by the Classes and other 
bodies by that time, Synod does not accede to the request of 
,Classis Pella. ' 

Adopted. 

VI. Overture No. 20 (Agenda II, p. 156) : 
In last year's report of the Budget Committee the rec­

·ommendation was made that the present Synod should 
consider the advisability of appointing a centralized Com­
mittee for the Ohurch Help Fund "that can meet regularly, 
'functioning more effectively and properly" (see Acts 1937, 
Art. 38, III, 4). 

The Consistmy of Alameda and the Classis, of California 
'overture Synod not to do so, because there is no particular 
reason why the personnel of this Committee should be 
·cen tralized. 

Your Committee agrees that in t(hascase there seems to 
,be no valid reason for restricting the membership to the 
.center of our Church. Grounds: ! 

1. The rules of the Church Help Committee do not reo 
quire that committee meetings be held, not even for 
organization. 

2. The work of this Committee is of such a nature that 
it can be executed by mail; loans need not be made in 
baste. . 

3. A decentralized Committee would have direct knowl­
edge of a larger field where help may be needed. 

4. Unnecessary centralization of power creates resent-
ment among our churches in the East and West. 

Your Committee recommends to accede to this request. 
Rejected. 
Synod decides to appoint a Committee for the Church 

.Help Fund consisting of brethren located in the Middle 
West, co thiat they can meet from time to time and transact 
the business matters of this Fnnd more effectively, particu­
larly in collecting from the churches the annual repayments 
of five per cent of the principal, according to Art. 4 of the 
Rules for Church Help Fund. 

Appointment of the Committee is referred to the Com­
mittee on Appointments. (Cf.Art. 119.) 
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VII. Overture No. 49 (Agenda II, pp. 180, 182). 
Classis Pella overtures Synod to draft an abbreviated 

Form for tbe Lord's Supper to be used, if so desired, in 
place of the long Form in the second and third services on 
the Lord's Day. 

Your Comnrittee, keenly aware of lihie danger that an 
abbreviated Form, once adopted by Synod, may crowd out 
the regular Form, which would be a distinct loss; 

And considering, that in our bi-lingual churches, where 
the Lord's Supper is adnrinistered once in each language, 
the regular Form ought to be used both times, 

Recommends to Synod not to accede to this reques't. 
Adopted. 

VIII. Recommendation of the Eadem Home Mission 
Board (Agenda II, p. 114). 

The Eastern Home Mission Board recommends to Synod 
that the funds received from the Van Agthoven estate for 
the Seamen's Home be kept intact as an Endowment Fund. 

Your Committee recommend& the approval of ~his plan, 
provided that no request for help for the Seamen's Home 
JJe made to the churches. Grounds,' 

a. If a Trust Fund is establisibed, the burden of support­
ing this institution is, permanently relieved or entirely 
removed. 

b. It is very desirable that we now husband special funds 
for future needs, therefore we should not unneces·· 
sarily use the principaL 

c. It provides the opportunity thus to perpetuate the 
name of the testator .. 

d. In the past few years voluntary gifts from churches 
and societies were sufficient, together with the in­
come from 'the Fund and the Home, to meet the 
requirements of the budget. 

e. Since the Church 'bias established certain endowments 
in connection with other parts of Kingdom work, 
there can be no objection to grant this request. 

Adopt.ed. 

IX. Report of the Committee for the Revised Transla,. 
lion of the Canons of Dort. (Cf. Supplement X). 

a. Your Committee recommends that Synod give its 
approval to the Committee's interpretation of the 
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mandate of the Synod of 1936 as desiring "a com­
plete and thorough revision of the English transla-
tion of the Canons." ' 

Adopted. 
h. Your Committee calls attention to the fact that the' 

exact trans~ation is the cause that the Scripture quo­
tations vary verbally from the text of the American 
Version, the version recommended by Synod to be 
used in our churches. 

Received as information. 
c. In respect to the translation, your Committee feels 

that it has been exactly and faithfully accomplished 
and that the Revis"on Committee should be com­
mended for its painstaking work. 

Your Committee recommends the approval of the trans­
lation of this First Chapter. 

However, this very quality makes the style .somewhat 
stilted, and the unders'tanding of it rather difficult, espe­
cially in respect to the relation between pil'onouns aud ante­
cedents, also between predicates and objects. See f. i. Art. 7. 

Your Committee realizes that this can not be avoided in 
the exact translation of the official Standardls! of the 
Chul'ch. But, in view of the fact that the Canons should be 
used by our people, also in the teaching of the youth, there­
fore your Committee suggests that a more readable and 
understandable vers.ion be made for th"S! purpose. 

. The advice of the Committee is tabled, and in place of 
this, Synod expresses its appreciation of the translation of 
the First Ch~pter, and requClSlts tthe Committee to continue 
its labors. (Continued in Art. 82.) 

ARTICLE 63 

This session is closed with prayer and thanksgiving by 
elder H. M. Tjepkes. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14 
Tenth Session 

ARTICLE 64 

After having united in singing No. 274 of the Psalter 
Hymnal, Synod is led in prayer by the Rev. R. Rienstra. 
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ARTICLE 65 

Elder )\1. Berghage, altel'llate for elder J. Feenstra of 
Classis Grand Rapids West, is present and at the request 
of the President expresses his agreement with the Forms 
Df Unity. 

ARTICLE 66 

Syuod takes in hand the Report of the Advisory Com­
mittee on the Revision of the Compendium. Dr. J. H. 
Bruinooge serves as reporter, 0 

The privilege of the floor is accorded to Dr. H. Kuiper 
oof the Committee on Revisiou. 

The report of the Advisory Committee is read: 
DEAR BRETHREN: 

Your Committee wishes to acknOWledge the re'ceipt, of the follow-
ing materials:' . , 

(1) A copy of the proposed Revision of the Compendium; 
(2) A letter from the Committee appointed by Synod ,to draft a 

Revision of our present Compendium, suggesting that certain 
changes be made, in their original draft; 

(3) TW9. overtures fr'om -Classis' Sioux Genter (Agenda, Part II, 
p'age ISO, n:umbers 47 and 48); 

(4) And a lettel"'.irom the ·Consistory of the' Second Christian 
- Reformed Church of -:Pella.. . 

'Your Committee desires herewith 'to -voice its appreciation for the 
.arduous lalbors perform~d ,by the Synodical Committee for the "Re­
vised Compendium':' The i'ask assigned ,to. it was a: most 'difficult 
one, l~equiring not ,only a thorough knowledge of our stan4ards and 
an acquaintance with present-day errors, but also the ability to 
'present" doetrinal truths in', simple and unders~andable English, and 
the' art to give precise fQrmulation to 01;1.1' »0formed doctrines. 
Hence, it could hardly be _expected that the, Committee would be 
able to _draft a "Revised Compendium," which wouLd s'atisfy in every 
.detail the requirements of the overture of, Classis Pella, which Synod 
adopted (Acts of Synod, 1936, "page 17) .. The Committee itself 
.realized :this, for in the postscript to their Report to Synod the 
suggestion is made that, 'in c'ase the ".Revised Compendip.m" should 
meet with Synodical approval, an Editorial Oommittee he appointed 
to edit--the proposed '.'Revised -Compendium." 

Your Committee finds· that the.re are several commendable fea­
tures in this proposed-' draff- of the "Revised Co.mpendium," which 
should not be ignored in a possible -future Revision of the same. 
The Synodi'cal Committee has indeed given us an augmented Com­
pendium; has used'the language of Scripture in many of the answer~ 
to the questions; has given 'us a brief 'exposition of the Ten Com­
llli'mdments and the Lord's Praye.r; and has added many splendid 
.supplementary questions and answers, dealing with pr_esent-day 
.errors. 
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Your ,Committee, however, is of the opinion that Synod should 
not adopt the proposed draft of the "Revised Compendium," hut 
place it in the hands of an Editing or Reviewing Committee with 
instructions to give it a thorough examination and to improve it 
wherever this is considered ne'cessary or desirable. It is evident 
that if a "Revised Compendium" is to serve our Church satisfactorily 
for some time ,to come, it must be the best obtainable. 

We urge this action for the following reasons: 
I. The proposed draft, as its authors themselves feel, is in need 

of a review or an editing. 
A. In many instances the wording should be changed. Permit us 

to cite a few examples. 
1. Lesson 3, question and answer 8-the words "theoretical" 

and "experiential" should he eliminated and simpler words. 
put in their places. 

2. Lesson 4, answer 3-"That is contained" should read "All 
that" or "Whatsoever is contained." 

3. Lesson 7, questions 2, 4, 8,-The word "very" should be 
displaced by the word "true." 

4. Lesson 9, answer 8-Trhe word "renew" should be substi­
tuted for the more difficult word "recreate." 

5. Lesson 26, answer 7 and question 8-The words "looketh'" 
and "doth" should read "looks" and "does." 

B. In some instances the meaning of a question cannot be deter­
mined apart from the context. Would it not be far better to 
state very definitely in the question just what the pupil is. 
expected to prove? See Lesson 8, question 2. This _ is done 
in other Lessons. Why not follow this method consistently? 

C. The most suitahle proof-texts are not always quoted. See in 
this connection Lesson 6, -answer 6; Lesson 20, answer 10. 

D. Certain matters are not stated correctly; others are not stated 
fully enough. For examples of the former. see Lessons 3, 
answers 1, 6, 7. See also Lesson 17, answer 9. For examples. 
of the latter see Lesson 3, answer 2, Lesson 8, answer 7. 

E. In some cases there is a needless departure from the specific 
langmige of our present Compendium. See. in this connection 
Lesson 19, answers 4, 11. There the statement is made that 
the sacrament of baptism signifies and seals unto u~ the cove­
nant of grace and the· trustworthiness of its promises. Ac­
cording to the simple statement of the present Compendium 
the sacramento-of baptism signifies and seals unto us the wash­
ing away of our sins by the blood and Spirit of Jesus ChrisL 

II. The Committee appointed by Synod to revise our Compendium 
did not fulfill its mandate, as interpreted by Synod (Acts of Synod, 
1936, p. 17). This it readily admits (Agenda, 1938, p. 50). It is. 
our opinion that in a Revision of the Compendium the· Synodical 
mandate should be fulfilled literally. In a revision of the draft 
before us, we sbould like to see our Compendium, revised and written 
in ~resent-day English, stand out in bold type so that our scholars. 
may know that what they are studying is a Compendium of the 
Heidelberg Catechism, with the supplementary questions and an­
swers1 appended to the lesson proper in different type. 
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III. The Oonsistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of 
Pella urges this Synod not to act upon this present draft, but to-, 
appoint an E,diting Committee to review the work of the Synodical 
Committee for the Revision of our Compendium, making changes. 
wherever this may be considered necessary. Your Committee con­
curs in this petition. It is impossible for us at this session of the_, 
Synod to cast this proposed draft of the "Revised Compendium" 
into a new mold. 

For these reasons your Committee takes pleasure in presenting' 
the following advice to Synod: 

1. That Synod express its appreciation to the brethren who con­
stituted the Committee for the Revision of the Compendium. 
for their many labors. 

Adopted. 
2. 'rhat Synod appoint an Editing Committee composed of four 

ministers and the professor of Systematic Theology in our" 
Seminary, who is to serve in an advisory capacity, for the­
purpose of reviewing, and editing the draft submitted by the 
former Committee, this new Committee to take cognizance of 
all criticisms on the present draft and of suggestions for its, 
improvement, to make whatever changes it may deem neces­
sary, and to report to the next. Synod. This new Committee· 
shall include at least one mem'ber of the former Gommittee fOL 

the Revision of the Compendium. 
Adopted. (Cf. Art. 119). 

ARTICLE 67 

The Rev. A. Van Dyken reports for the Advisory Com-· 
mittee on Emeriti Matters: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee on Emeriti Matters has the following 
to report: , 

I. The following material was submitted to your Com­
mittee: 

L Report' Of Emeritus Fund Committee (Supplement 
XII) and Emeritus Board Report, (Agenda II, p .. 
134). 

2, Overtures 33-45 (Agenda II, Pl'. 170-180), 
3. Report IX (Agenda I, p. 78). 
Your Committee advises Synod to receive these as in­

formation with thanks to the members. of the various. 
Committees for their labors. 

Adopted. 
II. Report Emeritus Fund Committee (Supplement 

XII) and 'Report XXV (Agenda II, p. 134) : 
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1. Your Committee recommends that these reports be 
received for information with thanks to the Board for its 
.labors. 

Adopted. 
2. Your Committee recommends the approval of the 

following emeritations: 
Classis California, the Revs. J. W. Brink and H. J. De 

Vries. 
Classis Grand Rapids East, the Rev. T. De Boer. 
Classis Grand Rapids West, the Rev. J. De Haan, Sr. 
Classis Illinois, the Rev. VV. Steenland. 
Classis Minnesota, the Rev. P. Bloem. 
Classis Kalamazoo, the Rev. M. Van Vessem. 
Adopted. 
3. After stlldying the list of beneficiaries (Supplement 

XII) in the presence of the Rev. J. O. Bouwsma, secretary 
of the Emeritus Board, who has at hand all the necessary 
information in re the Emeritus Fund, your Committee 
recommends that Synod approve the allowances pro­
posed in the list, with the exception of the proposed 
.allowance for the Rev. L. 'Ypma, with the understanding 
that the Emeritus Board has the power to make adjust­
ments if necessary. 

Adopted. 
4. In re the proposed allowance of the Rev. L. 'Ypma, 

your Committee recommends a reduction of $100.00. 
,Grounds: : 

a. The present assets of the said Rev. L. Ypma warrant 
such ao reduction as is evident from the questionc 
naire, which the brother himself .filled in, which is 
in the possession of the secretary of the Emeritus 
Board. 

b. The secretary of IheEmeritus Board concurs in this 
advice. 

c. In comparison with the other Emeriti ministers, s.aid 
Rev. L. Ypma is well provided for. . 

Adopted. 
5., In connection with point 1, Emeritus Board Report, 

(Agenda II, p. 135) in re consistorial. and classical recom" 
mendations for the support from the Emeritus, fund, and 
the overture from Classis Muskegon (Ageuda II,p. 176, 
No. 39),. your Committee recommends to Synod to rescind 
the rule which regulates our present· usage, and sustain 
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the overture fromClassis Muskegou that Synod require 
of those seeking support from the Emeritus Fund, to gain 
recommendation for said support from the Consistory 
and Classis under whieh they reside. Grounds: 

1. In the present method there is unnecessary duplica­
tion. 

2. The Emeritus Board has experienced considerahle 
difficulty in operating under the preseut rule, since 
the original Cousistories in many cases are no longer 
in the original Classis, due to the division of the 
Classes. As a result the Emeritus Board has not 
been able to bring into practice the curreut rule, 
siuce the recommendation sought from the original 
Consistories and Classes was not gained in many 
instances. 

3. In most cases the original Consistory and Classis, 
uuder which emeritation was granted, have lost con­
tact altogether with those seeking aid from the 
Emeritus Fuud and are not in a position to recom­
mend support from the Fund to the Emeritus Board. 

Adopted. . . 
III. Overtures 33, 34, 35 (Agenda II, pp. 170-172) .. 
Your Advisory Committee recommends that Synod act 

jn accordance with these overtures which call for a re­
scinding of the decision of Synod, "that the names of the 
beneficiaries, together with the amounts they receive, be 
no longer published." (cf. Acts 1937, Art. 38, II, p. 26). 
Grounds: 

1. The Consistories have a right to this information. 
2. The contributors to this Fund have a right to know 

how it is distributed. 
3. Withholding this information from the churches 

creates suspicion and decidedly increases the un­
popularity of this Fund. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 104). 

ARTICLE 68 
Dr. J. H. Bruinooge reports for the Advisory Committee' 

on our Attitude to War (cf. Agenda I, pp. 28-35) : 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The Committee appointed to advise Synod with respect 
to the Seminary Faculty's Report on "Our Attitude to 
'Var," recommends that the Synod adopt the suggestion 
,of the Faculty that a Committee be appointed by Synod 
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to draw up a statement in the nature of a Testimony on 
the question of our ,attitude to war, for approval to Synod, 
for the reasons given in the Report (cf. Agenda I, pp. 
34-35), said Committee to report to the next Synod . 
. Adopted. (Cf. Art. 119). 

ARTICLE 69 
Con tin nation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 

on Protests and Appeals A (cf. Art. 51) : 
In treating this case, Synod goes into executive session. 
IV. The Danhof Case. 
1. Documents preseuted: 
a. An Appeal of the Rev. and Mrs. B. J. Danhof against 

the decisions of the Consistory of Drenthe and 
Classis Zeeland. This is addressed to Synod. 

, b. A copy of the report of the Synodical delegates of 
Classis Holland, Grand Rapids East, and West, in 
re the case of the Rev. B. J. Danhof., This is a re­
port of the delegates ad examina. 

c. A letter of the Rev. L. Veltkamp to the Synod in re 
the advice given imd the action taken at Classis Zee­
land, session of Angnst 10, 1937. 

The above reports of the delegates ad examina are read, 
and received as information . 
. 2. Advice of yonr Committee: 

Yonr Committee advises Synod not to enter npon the 
matter presented in the appeal. Grounds: 

1) The appeal is not legally before Synod, since the 
declaration of the delegates of Classis Zeeland as 
well as the date of the docnment indicate that Classis 
Zeeland has not received a copy of this appeal as 
required by Acts of Synod, 1936, page 92: "A copy 
of an appeal or a protest must he sent to the body 
from whose decision appeal, or against which protest 
is made." 

2) The delegates of Classis Zeeland declared before the 
Committee that said Classis is not finished with the 
case, and therefore it would be in conflict ,with Art. 
30 of our Church Order to enter upon it. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 94). 

ARTICLE 70 
Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 

on Educational Malters (cf. Art. 32) : 
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II. Course of Study for Prospective Evangelistic Min-
isters (Agenda. I, pp. 71-74). . . 

Yonr CommIttee moves that Synod appomt a CommIt­
tee which shall report to the next .Synod on the advisabil­
ity of adding to our Seminary course a fourth year of 
study with a view toward practical and evangelistic train­
ing as well as post-graduate studies. Gr.ounds: .. 

1. The times call for more practIcal trallllng of 
prospective candidates to the ministry, and this has 
also been acknowledged by the Synod of 1932, as is 
evident from the quotation on page 73 in the Report 
of the Faculty. 

2. Many of our students, by takiug up post-graduate 
studies, seem to indicate their own conviction that 

. they need, or desire, a more complete theological 
and practical training. This being the 'case, it is the 
duty of onr Church to make a complete education 
possible rather than forcing our students to seek 
part of their education elsewhere. 

3. This wonld be in harmony with the desire of the 
Theological Faculty, which speaks of the larger 
problem of the future development and enlargement 
of our Seminary beyond the scope of the introduc­
tion merely of an optional course in eval)gelistic 
training without an increase in the Seminary teach­
ing personnel, which the. faculty calls highly prob­
lematical (Report, page 74). 

Adopted. 
III. Pensioning of Retiring Seminary Professors 

(Agenda I, Pl'. 55-57). 
Your Committee advises that Synod instruct the Execu­

tive Committee of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College 
and Seminary to confer with the Seminary Faculty in 
order to take steps to include members of said Faculty in 
the Pension Fund Plan adopted for the College Faculty. 
Grounds: 
. 1. The Faculty themselves have left the matter to the 

discretion of the Synod. See its Report in Agenda I. 
2. This will be in the spirit of Article 13 of the Church 

Order as much as the newly snggested method of 
providing for emeriti Ininisters. 

Adopted. 
IV. Overture of the First Fremont Church (not in the 

Agenda). 



52 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

Your Committee has received the followiDg overture to 
Synod from the First Church of Fremont: 

Synod take the following steps with respect to the examination 
of the prospective candidates: 

1. Rescind the decision taken last year that Synod itself shall 
examine and declare men candidates to the ministry. 

2. Ask the three Classes of Grand Rapids to conduct the prepara­
tory examinations, each taking its turn, the one Classis taking 
care of it one year; the other the next, and the third the 
following year, 

3. Request these Classes to arrange this examination in consulta­
tion with Calvin's Board of Trustees as synodical examiners 
for the preparatory examinations only, 

Grounds: 
1. Synod, already overburdened, should not do what may, be 

done by a Classis. 
2. The Classis is the proper body for doing this kind of work. 
3. A great amount of needless duplication will be avoided by 

letUng but one Classis take charge of the preparatory exami­
nation ea-ch year. 

4. In the event that Synod should declare that the Classis must 
conduct this examination, those of Grand Rapids would have 
to do this more often than any ,other Classis anyhow. For the 
maj ority of the men who take the examination are members 
of the Grand Rapids churches. 

5. Every Classis will retain an- interest in this examination if 
Calvin's Board may be present and act as synodical examiners. 

6. There will be a valid r.eason for continuing a Board consti­
tuted of members from each 'Classis. 

7. The board members will be more able to take note of what 
the students are learning at Calvin. 

Your Committee advises Synod not to act upon this 
overture because of its premature character. This is evi­
dent from the f.act that the Consistory of Fremont wrote 
his overture before eveu oue siugle trial could have been 
made with the newly adopted method. It is. the opinion 
of your Committee that before objections of a practical 
nf\tnre are lodged against a synodical decision, the prac, 
tic ability of such decisions should ·at least be tried out. 

Your Committee might adduce more objections against 
the grounds produced by the Consistory, but we deem 
this superfluous, since the premature character of the 
overture is enough to cause Synod to lay it aside. 

Adopted. 
V. Your Committee has received the following Over­

ture from Classis Grand Rapids East (not iu the Ageuda) : 
"CIassis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod to investi­

gate the advisability of appointing a Committee on Edu­
cation for the purpos.e of correlating and improving the 
various phases of our religious education. Grounds: 
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1. There is an unnecessary overlapping in our present 
system . 

. 2. There is need of a Committee of information on bet­
ter and improved methods of education." 

Your Committee advises Synod to state as follows: 
Since as late as 1936 the Synod has dismissed a similar 
Committee which had labored in this same direction for 
several years, Synod deems the time not ripe to appoint 
another Committee to do work of a parallel nature. 

Adopted. 
VI. Financial Statement of Calvin College and Sem­

inary (Overtures 1 and 2, Agenda II, p. 140). 
Your Committee advises Synod to comply with this re­

quest by inserting into the Acts of Syuod in addition to a 
Balance Sheet such as given on page 131, Acts of 1937, an 
pperating statement as presented by the secretary of the 
Board of Trustees to this Synod, the first column ouly. 
Grounds: 

1. The officers of the Church are entitled to this in­
formation. 

2. An itemized report would require several pages of 
additional priuted material, which would increase 
the Synodical expenses nnnecessarily. 

3. For a complete statement officers may consult the 
report to Classis of their own member on the Board 
of Trustees. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 91). 

ARTICLE 71 
This session is closed, elder W. Greenfield leading in 

prayer and thanksgiving. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 15 
Eleventh Session 

ARTICLE 72 
Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden leads in prayer, after the assembly 

has united in singing No. 144 of the Psalter HymnaL 

ARTICLE 73 
All members of Synod respond to the roll calL 

ARTICLE 74 
The minutes of the ninth and the tenth session are read 

by the clerk, and 3iPproved. 
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ARTICLE 75 
Synod takes in hand the Report of the Advisory Com­

mittee on Indian and China Missions, the Rev. J. Vander 
Ploeg acting as reporter: 
ESTEEMEn BRETHREN: 

Your Committee on Indian and China Missions has the 
following matters to report: 

I. The material submitted to us: 
1. Annual Report of the CI:lIristian Reformed Board of 

Missions. (Cf. Supplement V.) 
2. Addition to the above Report (Cf. Supplement V.) 
3. R<lport of the Committee on the Sudan Mission. (Cf. 

Supplement V.) 
Your Committee advises Synod to receive all this ma­

terial, and to thank the brethren for their many labors. 
Adopted. 
II. The names of the brethren who have been chosen 

by their respective Classes as members of the Board of 
Missions are hereby submitted to your approval. Your 
Committee recommends that sucha.pproval be given. 

Adopted. 
[NOTE: The list of Board members is printed in the Report 

of the Committee on Appointments, cf. Art. 119], 
As Board members at large the following brethren, H. 

Denkema, J. Kos, and H. Hekman, who are now serving, 
and Dr. E. H. Beernink, Dr. J. D. Mulder, and Edward Wie­
renga ",..e hereby submitted to your choice. Your Com­
mittee recommends that Synod awrove this nomination 
and proceed to elect three of them as Board members at 
large, the other three to ",erve as their alternates. 

Adopted. 
The result of the election, held by ballot, is as follows: 
Board members at lar'ge: H. Denkema, Henry Hekman, 

and J. Kos. Their alternates, respectively: Dr. J. D. Mul­
der, Edward Wierenga, and Dr. E. H. Beernink. 

III. We call the attention of Synod to the following pro­
posals made by the Board of MissiolllS>: 

1. The budgets and salary schedules, etc., drawn up for 
the year 1939, are in your hands. The Board asks your 
special approval for the following building proposals for 
1939: 

1. Missionary home at Shiprock, estimated cost $4,000; 
not to exceed $4,500. 
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2. Interpreter's home at Rehoboth, estimated cost $1,500; 
not to exceed $2,000. 

3. Missionary home at 'Star Lake, estimated cost $3,500; 
not to exceed $4,000. 

Yonr Committee recommends that Synod give snch ap­
proval on the condition t!hat the property rights involved 

. be reasonably secnre. 
Adopted. 
2. In view of the fact that the China Mission requested 

the Board "to add an additional $1,500 Mex. to the Medical 
Work Budget as a l'1per work budget, taking complete re­
sponsibility for the leper work and making Mission control 
of our medical work possible," the Board decided to grant 
this amount, subject to the following stipulations: 

1. There is to be strict enforcement of the Board's rule 
that all funds received by missionaries; for their work 
f!rom outside sources be reported and deducted from 
the respective budgets, and this rule is to be inter· 
preted as applying to leper work also, even though 

. during recent years leper work has been an exception 
to this rule. This rule is not to be applied to funds 
received prior to this date, June, 1938. 

2. All funds expended for leper work are to be disbursed 
under s~pervision of the China Mission, just as has 
always been demanded in connection with other med­
ical and other funds. 

3. All reports on leper work are to be submitted to the 
China Mission before they are submitted to the Board. 

4. There is to be no expansion of the leper work that has 
not been approved by the Cbina Mission and the 
Board. 

Your approval is requested for this. 
Your Committee recommends that this proposal be 

adopted. . 
Adopted. 
3. Since our Director of Missions laudably undertook 

the task, in commemoration of the 50 years' existence of 
your Board, to prepare a history of our mission work, to 
be published with maps and pictures - somewhat along 
the lines of his Johanna of N igeria ~ we request you to 
grant us permission to underwrite its publication - all 
profits to be for our mission cause. 

Your Committee recommends that Synod accede to this 
request. Grounds: 
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a. The occasion ]8 very appropriate. 
b. No book on our Indian Missions has appeared during 

the last 15 years and none at all on the work in 
Ch[na. 

c. The risk of money, if the book sells at all, is· very in­
significant. On the other hand the expectation of 
profit is very good, judging from the sale of Johanna. 
of Nigeria. 

d. Much valuable historical material as well as pictures 
and maps may be lost if thle present opportunity is 
not embraced. 

Adopted. 
4. We ask you to grant your synodical approval to the 

request contained in the following communication sub­
mitted by Dr. H. Beets': 

Grand Rapids, Mich., June 3, 1938. 
To the Christian Reformed Board of Missions 
in session in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
DEAR BRETHREN: 

After careful and prayerful consideration of the matter, I herehy 
kindly request you to recommend me to our Synod of 1938, for 
honorable emeritation, taking effect Jan. 5, 1939, when, D. V., I 
attain the age of se,venty years, In the face of decreasing strength 
and increasing responsibility', I feel that a younger and 'stronger 
man can be of better service to the blessed cause of missions. 
Thanking you for the fine spirit of fellowship you have shown me 
during the many years of service as your secretary, 

Yours fraternally, 
(Signed) HENRY BEETS, 

a. Your Committee recommends: 
Director of Missions. 

1. That Synod a()cede to this request by granting Dr. H. 
Beets honorable emeritation; 

2. That we at the same time express our hearty appreci­
ation for the many years of consecrated labor per­
formed by our brother and for the manifold services 
rendered for the promotion and the development of 
the missionary program of our denomination. 

Adopted. 
b. Having· consulted with Dr. Beets, we can inform 

Synod that at the present he makes no request for pension 
or an emeritus allowance. 

We recommend that if and when such time arrives that 
he shall then make his application to the Chr. Ref. Board 
of Missions with whIich he was connected so long. 

Adopted. 
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On the evening of the same day in which Dr. H. Beets 
receiued his emeritation as Director of Missions, Synod 
tendered a testimonial to- him and to Mrs. Beets. A 
delicious fish dinner was served in the dining room of 
the College Dormitory. 

The Rev. E. J. Tanis, Vice President of Synod, acted as 
master of ceremonies. A short program was rendered. 
The speakers were the Rev. S. A. Dykstra, missionary on 
furlough from China; missionary J. C. Kobes of the 
Indian Mission field; and the Rev. 1. Van Dellen, Presi­
dent of Synod and classmate of Dr. Beets. A quartet of 
Synodical delegates sang a few appropriate selections. 

Glowing and deserved tribute was paid to Dr. Beets 
for his eminent personal qualities and for his manifold­
and devoted services, not only as Director of Missions, but 
in numerous other fields of Christian service in Church 
and Kingdom. -

In tendering him a beautiful bouquet of flowers on be­
half of tlze delegates to Synod, the President expressed 
what was in every heart, most of all in the heart of our 
guest of honor, that this bouquet as well as every token 
of appreciation received by God's seruants, was being 
laid in humble gratitude at the foot of the throne of the 
Lamb. 

In a very fitting and moving way Dr. Beets responded, 
expressing his heartfelt thanks to the Synod and as­
sembled guests, and reminiscing about his personal ex­
perience of the sovereign grace of God, which led him in 
his youth to dedicate his life to the Christian ministry, 
particularly to the cause of missions. In the spirit of 
appreciation ai,d humility the guest of honor laid all his 
tributes of praise at the feet of tlze Lord of glory. . 

The Rev. E, B. Pekelder closed with thanksgiving and 
prayer, and this testimonial, which was declared to be 
the first of its kind in the history of the Christian Re­
formed Church, ended as it began in Soli Deo Gloria. 

(D. Z.) 
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5. The matter of a su()cessor to Dr. H. Beets, now being 
taken iu hand, Synod makes the following nomination: 

The Rev. J. Dolfin, Dr. J. C. De KOIme, and the Rev. 
Harry A. Dykstra. 

Synod goes into executive session, to consider the nomi­
nation. After being led in prayer by Dr. E. Masselink, 
Synod proceeds to elect by ballot. 

Dr. J. C. De Korue is elected. 
In regard to the conditions of the appointment Synod 

decides that the same terms shall apply as in the case of 
the present Director of Missions. 

In regard to the term of office Synod decides that th~ 
same rule shall be followed which applies to our Seminary 
professors: The first appointment shall be for a term of 
two yearn; in case of reappointment, this is to be for a 
term of six years; and if reappointed at the completion of 
his second term, he is to be appointed indefinitely. (Cf. 
Acts of Synod 1930, p. 21.) 

The second clerk informs Dr. De Kome by telephone in 
regard to his appointment. He expresses his hearty thanks 
to Synod for thle confidence placed in him, and states that 

. he will endeavor to notify Synod of his decision by Friday 
afternoon, June 17. 

The officers of Synod are instructedVo prepare the offi­
cialletfer of call, and to forward the same to Dr. De Kome. 
(Cf. Art. 109.) (Continued in Art. 95.) 

ARTICLE 76 

Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden reports for the Committee for 
South America (cf. Agenda II, pp. 130-133, and Supple­
ment VIII). 

Synod receives these reports as information, with thanks 
to the Cominittee for its labors. 

With regard to the advice of the Committee the follow· 
ing actions are taken: 

1. Synod raise the salary of the Rev. and Mrs.Wm. V. 
Muller from $1,000 to $1,200, to apply in full to 1938, in 

,view of the following grounds and considerations: 
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a) Our home missionaries in the United States all have 
a basic salary of $1,200, 

b) From rather detailed information on the actual 
needs involved, your Committee is convinced that 
this raise is. justified by the present purchasing 
power of United States currency in the Brazilian 
commnnity where the Rev. Wm. V. Muller labors. 

c) The salary of the Rev. Jerry Pott at Tres Arroyos, 
Argentina, is nOw also $1,200, and has there a pur­
'chasing power approximately equal to that of the 
same amount in the United States. 

d) Your Committee believes that the South America 
Fund will permit of this raise as well as of even tnal 
fnrloughs and that our churches will give this step 
their moral and financial support. 

Adopted. 
II. Synod grant the following stipulation with respect 

to the Rev. vVm. V. Muller and the Rev. Jerry Pott that is 
also granted to our home missionaries, namely that for 
every five years of service as ministers loaned to Classis 
Buenos Aires, fheir salaries shall be increased by $100, 
but that this service-increase shall in no case exceed the 
amonnt of three hnndred dollars, and that furlough years 
shall be conn hid toward these terms of five years. 
Grounds: 

a) The work of the above-mentioned brethren is much 
like that of our home missionaries. 

b) Our ministers in South America are makiug many 
sacrifices as it is, and should not be called upon to 
make greater sacrifices than our home missionaries, 
in a matter of this kind. 

Adopted. 
III. This item on p. 132 of Agenda II was presented by 

the Committee in a modified form, but rejected by Synod. 
At the suggestion of the President of the Committee for 

Soulh America, the following motion is made: 
Synod expresses itself as' favoring the policy suggested to 

our South American Committee as well as to the similar 
Committee of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, 
that the churches of Tres Arroyos and Caremhehy be led in 
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the direction of gradually assuming increrused financial re­
sponsibmty, so that in course of time they may entirely 
take over the support of the pastors our Church is now 
loaning them. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 77 

Synod now takes in hand the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Protests and Appeals E, the Rev. A. Jabaay 
acting as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee has the honor to submit the following 
in re the "Alto-Rev. Fortuin Case." 

(Synod, while treating tills, case, goes into exeeutive 
session.) 

I. The material submitted to your Committee: 
A. An appeal of fue Consisfory of Alto. 
B. An appeal of the Consistory of Sheboygan. (This ap­

peal was not signed by the President, but by the 
Vice-President and Clerk of the Consis,t'ory.) 

C. A communication from the Rev. Fortuin. 
D. An appeal of the Rev. C. Veenstra. 
E. An appeal of the Consistory of Waupun. 
F. Thle report of the Synodical Delegates ad Examina. 
Received as information. . 

II. The advice of your Co~ittee concerning this ma­
terial: 

A. Synod declare that the appeal of the Consistory of 
Alto is not legally before this body. Grounds: 

1. No copy of this appeal was sent to the Stated Clerk 
of Classis. 

2. Even though a copy would have been sent, it would 
not have afforded an opportunity to call a meeting of 
Classis. This appeal is d.rted June 4, 1938. 

Adopted. 
B. Synod declare that also the appeal of the Consistory 

of Sbeboygan is not legally before this body. Grounds: 
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L The decision of Synod, Acts 1936, p, 91, does not apply 
to protes,ts and appeals. 

2. See also gronnds 1 and 2 above. This appeal is dated 
May 26, 1938. 

Adopted. 
C. Synod receive the communication of the Rev. For­

tuin as information. This is not a protest, but simply a 
communication giving the history of the case. 

Adopted. 
D. Synod receive the appeal of the Rev. Veenstra as 

being formally in order. Grounds: 
L The brother notified Classis of hos intention to appeal. 
2. He sent a copy of his appeal to the Stated Clerk. 
Adopted. 
E. Synod receive also the appeal of the Consistory of 

'Waupun as legally before this body. Grounds: 
1. A copy was sent to the Stated Clerk. 
2. There was ample time for thie Stated Clerk to place it 

in the hands of the Classical Committee, which could 
have called a meeting of Classis if it so deemed 
necessary. This appeal is dated February 23, 1938. 

Adopted. 

III. The protest of the Rev. C. Veenstra: 
A. History of the case. 
[The protest, together with a brief history of the case prepared 

by t4e Advisory Committee; is filed in the Synodical archives. The 
Rev. "Veenstra protests against the action of C1assis Wisconsin in 
releasing the Rev. Fortuin from his congregation instead of deposing 
him from his office as a minister of the gospel.] 

B. Decisions in re this protest. 
[A copy of Synod's decision.s in re this protest, prepared by the 

clerk of Synod, is filed in the Synodical archives. The six specific 
points of the protest are treated one -by one. Points one, tw"o, three, 
and five are not sustained by Synod. Point four, however, is partly 
sustained, while with respect to point six Synod declares that it feels 
the force of this point, but if the Rev. Veenstra desires an official 
pronouncement, he should proceed in accordance with our rule for 
such cases.] 

IV. The protest of the Consistory of Waupun: 
Since the Consistory supporlts its minister on every point 

of his appeal, your Collllllittee advises Synod to refer the 
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Consistory to the answer given to the protest of the Rev. 
Veenstra. 

Adopted. 
[NOTE: The delegates of Classis Wisconsin request that 

it be recorded in the Acts that they abstained 
from voting during the consideration of these 
protests.] 

ARTICLE 78 

In closing this session. elder J. Breuker offers prayer 
and thanksgiving. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15 

Twelfth Session 

ARTICLE 79 

Synod uuites in siuging No. 443 of the Psalter Hymnal, 
aud is led in prayer by the Rev. G. Andre. 

ARTICLE 80 

The Rev. J. H. Schaal, alternate for the Rev. J. J. Weer­
sing of Classis Kalamazoo, is present, and at the request 
of the President expresses his agreement with our Forms 
of Unity. 

ARTICLE 81 

Thle Rev. J. M. Ghysels of the Reception Committee intro­
duces the Rev. S. G. Brondsema, who addresses Synod' on 
on behalf of the Faith, Prayer, and Tract League. 

Dr, 0, Holtrop, in name of Synod, responds to this 
address. • 

ARTICLE 82 

Continuation of the R<;port of the Advisory Committee 
on Varia (cf. Art. 62) : 

X. Report of the Synodical Committee (cf. Supple­
ment I). 

1. Your Committee recommends thlrt this Report be 
received as information. 

Adopted. 
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2. The Committee states that no answer has been re­
ceived from the Christian Reformed Church in the Nether­
lands witb respect to the proposal made by our Church to 
take up the matter of correspondence with 1he Netherlands 
Church. Your Committee recommends that this be re­
ceived as information. 

Adopted. 
3. In regard to the letter sent by the Stated Clerk to 

the Reformed Church in South Africa, recommending that 
it become responsible for the salary of a full-time pastor 
for Chubut,Patagonia, to which no entirely satisfa<ltory 
reply has been received, your Committee recommends that 
another letter be sent urging the South African Cburch to 
take care of thas malter. Grounds: 

a. The membership of Chubut is composed of people of 
Boer origin. 

b. Our Church has already loaned two ministers to 
churches in South America. 

Adopted. 
4. Your Committee recommends to receive as infor" 

matiou the statement of the Committee of the Reformed 
Churches of the Netherlands for Correspondence with 
Foreign Churches that no repr'esentative of that Church 
will be present at our Synod this year. 

Adopted. 
5. Your Committee recommends to receive as infor­

mation the Report of the Rev. E. F. Van Halsema, Who 
represented our Church at the last General Synod of the 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (cf. Supplement 
I-c). 

Adopted. 
6. With respect to the communication of Dr. G. C. Aal­

ders, your Committee recommends that this be placed in 
the hands of the Committee for the Ecumenical Conference 
appointed in 1932 (see Acts 1932, Art. 40) with power to 
act. Grounds: 

a. The matters presented here are too involved to be dis­
posed of hastily, during this Synod. 

b. This Committee has studied t'hese questions for some 
years and is best qualified to deal with this matter. 
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c. The Synod of the Netherlands Church meets in Au­
gust, 1939. If thlis Committee should first report to 
our Synod, even if it should meet next June, it would 
be too late to present it to the General Synod of the 
Reformed Churches in 1939. 

Adopted . 
. 7. Your Committee recommends that the statement of 

our Stated Clerk, that he 'has carried out the instructions of 
the Synod of 1937, Art. 143, and that a bill was enacted 
that church business in Michigan as, to properties can be 
transacted with a simple majority instead of a two-th;rds 
majority as hitherto, be received as information. 

Adopted. 
8. Your Committee recommends that the appointment 

of three membe~s of the Synodical Committee and· that of 
the Stated Clerk be referred to the Committee on Appoint­
ments. (Cf. Art. 119.) 

Adopted. 
9. Your Committee recommends that also for the years 

1938-39 the sum of $50.00 be allowed for membership on 
the General Committee of Army and Navy Chaplains. 

Adopted. 
10. Your Committee recommends that our present repre­

sentative (Dr. H. Beets.), shall continue to serve as a mem­
ber of the above Committee. 

Adopted. 

,ARTICLE 83 

Svnod takes in hand the Report of the Budget Commit­
tee: the Rev. G. Andre acting as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee has the following to report: 
1. Arrearages. 
The following over-!ures pertaining toarrearages have 

been dnly considered: 
A. Classis Sioux Center, Agenda II, pp. 186-190: 
1. Hull, N. D. 
2. Harrilson, S. D. 
3. New Holland, S. D. 
4. Corsica, S. D. 
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As to Hull, N. D., New Holland, and Corsica, S. D., your 
,Committee recommends that Synod grant the requests of 
these three congregations for the cancellation of their ar­
rearages up to Jannary 1, 1938. Our grounds are: 

1. There is not a s.ection in the country Where crop fail­
ures have been so regular and constant for many 
years. 

2. The extreme poverty-stricken condition of our people 
there. 

As to Harrison, S. D., your Committee recommends that 
Synod a]"w concur in their request for cancellation of as­
sessments for the year 1937. Grounds: same as aboeve. 

Adopted. 
B. Classis Pacific, Agenda II, p. 190: 
As to t'he Columbus arrearages your Committee advises 

that Synod grant the request of Columbus, Mont., viz., that 
it shall "be relieved from the payment of three-fourths of 
the arrearages which are booked agaiusit it." Grounds: , 

"As there are only five families left, they are not able to 
'pay the full amount, but they are willing to pay 25%, which 
·comes to about $53." 

Adopted. 
C. Belated overture from Walker, Mich., (not found in 

:the Agenda) : 
This overture "was received for informaton by the Clas­

sis. However, the Classis did not act upon the request con" 
Jained tberein, but gave Walker Consistory tbe permission 
to send it to Synod for information." 

Your Committee advises Synod to inform Walker to re­
quest the aid of Classis in meeting its obligation. Grounds: 

Synod should make exceptions only in payment of 
arrearages wheu emergeucy conditiollJS, exist, and such 
is not t'he case in Walker. 

Adopted. 
II. Cias.,is Hackensack, Agenda II, p. 148, Overture 11: 
Upon taking due cognizance of this overture your Com­

mittee suggests that in so far as the General Home Mis­
s;,ons Committee has made no claims upon the Eastern 
Home Missions Committee to help pay t'he indebtedness 
,of any other Classis whichexi&ted previous to the new set­
up of the Home Mission work, Synod now refrain from 
;any pronouncement regarding this so-called overture, and 
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further we advise Synod to receive this statement of fact 
as information. 

Adopted. 
Ill. Classical Expenses. Classis Pacific. Agenda II, p. 

148, overture 9: 
"Classis Pacific requests the. aid of Synod in defraying 

fhe cast of its classical expenses only when and in so far as 
these expenses come above 50c per family." 

Having duly considered this plea of Classis Pacific, your 
Committee advises to russist Classi" Pacific in defraying 
their Classical expenses in so far as the amounts exceeds 
60c per family .. Grounds: 

a. There are Clrusses whose Classical expenses amount 
to 60c and more per year. 

b. TI,ere should be a gradual reduction by Synod of 
allowances of this kind. 

Adopted. 
IV. Classis Orange City in re Siou.r City, Agenda II, p. 

144, Overture 5: 
Your Committee realizes the inability of Sioux City to 

pay for the rent on its parsonage, but at the same lime 
feels that Synod will bring IIjpon itself difficulties in grant­
ing this request; and therefore your Committee advises tbat 
Synod ~'equest Classis Orange City to take care of this spe­
cific obliga lion. 

Adopted. 
V. Belated overture from Classis Hudson (not in th"e 

Agenda) : 
"Classi. Hudson overtures Synod to recommend to the 

various Classes that only those causes be listed in the an­
nual reportlS of the Classical Treasurers in our official Year 
Book, which are denominational or classical in character." 

Your CommiHee having been presented with this over­
ture by the "Varia" Committee, accepted it for considera­
tion and advises Synod the following: 

To approve this overture, but to change the last seven 
,vords" namely, "which are denominational or classical in 
character," so that they read: "which have Synodical or 
Classical approbation." 

Adopted. 
VI. National Christian Association. Agenda II, pp. 104, 

105: . 
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In going Over the financial r<1port of this organization, 
your C()mrnittee decided to call Synod's attention to the 
following: 

a. That of the to,tal contrihutions for 1937, which 
amounteq to $1,415.20, the sum of $641.04 was re­
ceived fom 51 of our congregations. This, amount is 
slightly more than 45 % of :the total contributed. 

b. The Association's report for 1937 shows a deficit of 
$482.65. 

c. The Association evidently has funds invested, which 
appears from the fact that 1936 is credited with 
$110.50 interest, and 1937 wi~h $320.46. 

In view of the foregoing your Committee advises that 
Synod request the Board of thls Association for more defi­
niteinformation of the financial status of its organization 
by furnishing us with a complete statement of aSlSets. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 103). 

ARTICLE 84 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on Home Mission Matters (cf. Art. 58) : 

III (continued). Matters brought to Synod's attention 
by the Executive Committee (cf. its Report, Supplement 
III, Section IX) : 

C. Overture A (Amendment to Art. 9 of Home Mission " 
Order). 

Advice of your Coromittee: We advise Synod to 'adopt 
the proposed amendment to Art. 9 of the Home Mission 
Order, on the grounds adduced by the Executive Com­
mittee, 

Adopted. 
D. Overture B (Rules for Retirement of Home Mis­

sionaries) . 
Advice of your Committee: We advise Synod to adopt 

the proposed rules, on the grounds adduced by the Execu­
tive Committee. 

Adopted. 
E. Overture D (The Transfer of Missionary D. 

Mellema). 
Advice of your Committee: We advise Synod to ap­

prove the action of the Executive Committee. 
Adopted. 
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F. Overture E (The Transfer of Missionary H. ,Vier­
enga). 

Advice of your Committee: \Ve advise Synod to approve 
the action of the Executive Committee: 

Adopted. 
G. ~)yerture G (Calling of a Missionary). 
AdVIce of your Committee: 
1. To approve the recommendation of the Executive 

Committee and proceed to call a missionary. 
2. To choose from the following quartet as presented hy 

the Executive Committee: Candidate A. Brink, Rev. 
F. De Jong, Rev. E. B. Pekelder, and Rev. J. M. 
Vande Kieft. 

3 .. To designate Bellflower, California, as the calling 
church. 

Adopted. 
Synod goes into executive session to discuss the nomi­

nation for home missionary, after which the Rev. N. J. 
Monsma leads in prayer. 

The Rev. F. De Jong ]s chosen, with candidate A. Brink 
as his alternate. In due time ,the church of Bellflower, 
California is expected to send the Rev .. De Jc;mg a letter of 
call, and in case he declines, the ·call will be extended to 
candida te Brink. 

The Rev. De Jong expresses his thanks to Synod for the 
confidence placed in him, and covets the prayers of all the 
delegates. 

H. Overture H (Personnel of the Executive Com­
mittee). 

Advice of your Committee: We recommend the follow­
ing brethren from which Synod should elect three members 
as primi and their alternates: 

Revs. F. Doezema, R. Karsen, N. J. Monsma. 
Dr. W. H.Rutgers, Revs. M. Bolt, and C. Holtrop. 
(The first three mentioned are now serving.) 
Adopted. 
Synod proceeds to elect by ballot. The following breth­

ren are chosen: 
Primi: The Revs. N. J. Monsma, R. Karsen, and Dr. W. H. 

Rutgers. . 
Alternates: The Revs. C. Holtrop, M. Bolt, and F. Doe­

zema. 
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L OvertureC (City Evangelization). 
1. Your Committee has considered this great field of 

Home Evangelization work and is of the orpinion that our 
Church should move in this direction. As, far as using the 
radio as an effective means for bringing the gospel to the 
unchurched, we believe that our group has somewhat neg­
lected this modern instrument employed so effectively by 
the Lutherans" Evangelists, and various sects. The minis­
try of the radio serves nol only in proclaiming the unsearch­
able riches which there are in Jesus Christ and our specific 
world and life-view, but also serves, as an opening wedge 
into many a home wmch can be followed up by literature 
and personal wo~k. Though it may be imlPossible to realize 
the ideal of a "Reformed Hour" over some large chain, we 
ought to begin in a humble way. We call Synod's atten-
tion to the following facts: - . 

1. Many radio stations (especially the smaller ones) are 
more than pleased to arrange some religious services. 

2. Regular half-hour services can be sent throughout 
our country by electrical transcriptions, at an approxi~ 
rna te cost of $5 to $10 per service. 

3. The experience of others teaches us that many listen­
ers are willing (with the p~oper appeal) to pay for 
such services. Cf. Moody, Back Home Hour (Dr. 
Fuller), etc. 

4. This is one of the best means to make known our . 
Church and tbe message which we proclaim. 

5. Up to this time this work has not been centralized. 
It has been left. to small groups. 

2. Advice of your Committee: 
We advise Synod to commit itself to the general pro­

gram of action as, recommended by the Execlltive Commit­
tee in points 1, 2, 3, and 4, and to appoint such a Commit­
tee as there suggested. (Art. 119 below.) 

Adopted. Synod decides to refer to this Committee also 
Overture 51 of Classi. Pella (Agenda II, 1'. 182). 

IV. Reports to Synod (Cf. Supplement III, Section 
VIII). 
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A. Mission Work Among the Mormons. 
Your Committee advises Synod to concur in the resolution 

presented by fhe Executive Committee with the dropping of 
a and b under 1. 

Adopted. 
B. Salary Arrearage. of Missionaries. 
Your Committee advises, Synod to adopt the advice of 

the Executive Committee. 
Adopted. 
C. Moving Expenses 0/ Pastors. 
1. Your Committee advises Synod to adopt 1. 
2. Yom Committee advises Synod to adopt 2 a, b. c. d. 
Referred back to the Executive Committee, with power 

to take care of any emergency cases that may arise, and 
to present a remsion to the next Synod. 

D. Article 11, [Jome Mission Order. 
We advi:se Synod to receive this as information and re­

lieve the Executive Committee from its task. 
Adopted. (Continued in Art. 90). 

ARTICLE 85 

Elder J. B. Eerdmans closes this session with prayer and 
thanksgiving. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 16. 
Thirteenth Session 

ARTICLE 86 

The devotionals are conducted by the Rev. K. Tebben. 
Synod sings No. 80 of the Psalter Hymnal, ,and is led in 
.prayer. 

ARTICLE 87 

The roll call shows that all members of Synod are 
present. 

ARTICLE 88 

The minutes of the eleventh and the twelfth session 
are read and adopted. 
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ARTICLE 89 

The following communication is received: 
To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN IN CHRIST:-
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The Consistory of the Neland Avenue Christian Reformed Church 
is pleased that Synod has again appointed its pastor, Rev. H.. J. 
Kuiper, as E'ditor-in-Chief of the Banner. 

We recognize the authority of the maj or assembly in calling 
ministers to perform special work and, accordingly, have not op­
posed, nor do we now oppose, his acceptance of this po'si'tion, not­
withstanding the difficulties in which this involves our congregation. 
In regard to the latter, the consistory calls the attention of Synod 
to the fact that this work entails a great deal of effort on the part of 
our pastor and takes from our congregation time and energy which 
are greatly needed. The decision of the Synod of 1936, Acta Synodi 
pages 41, 42 (Article 81, III, 3), has not changed this situation. 

, We have willingly accepted these 'Conditions in the past, but feel 
that Synod should give serious consideration to an early solution ,of 
our problem. Until now the Consistory has made use of various 
means to afford relief as an attempt for a, solution. We find, how­
ever, all our efforts unsatisfactory and are convinced that a different 
arrangement is necesspty. 

To prevent misinterpretation, we wish to add that our pastor has 
in no way suggested or encouraged the sending of this letter. 

Fraternally yours, 
NELAND AVE. CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH. 

Done in Consistory, 
.June 15, 1938. 

TONY NOORDEWIER, Vice-President. 
N. H. SMIT, Cerk. 

A motion is made that the matter brought before Synod 
by the Neland Ave. Consistory be given into the hands of 
a Committee, to study this problem and attempt to find 
a solution, this Committee to report to the following 
Synod. (Art. 119). 

Adopted. 

ARTfCLE 90 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on Home Mission Matters (cf. Art. 84) : 

V. Overtures to Synod: 
A. Overture 6-1 of Classis Orange City (Agenda II, pp. 

144-146). Cf. the Report of the Executive Committee for 
Home Missions (Supplement III, Section X). 

In addition there is a belated overture of Classis Grand 
Rapids West, which reads ,as follows: 
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"Classis Grand Rapids West overtures Synod to change 
the new Home Mission Order as follows: To change the 
first part of Art. 5, h, sO that it reads as follows: 'The 
Executive Committee shall suhmit to Synod for its ap­
proval all applications for support from the Suhsidy Fund 
that have been approved by the respective Classes under 
which the applicants ,reside. However, the Executive 
Committee may advise the Synod in re these recom­
mendations of the Classes.' Grounds: 

a. The Classes through their Home Mission Commit­
tees are much more conversant with the needs and 
circumstances of their local congregations than the 
Executive Committee and for that reason are hetter 
qualified to pass upon the applications of the 
churches which reside within their respective 
boundaries . 

. b. The Home Mission Order, as it stands, giv,es the 
Executive Committee for Home Missions the power, 
in the matter of subsidies, to over-rule any and all 
recommendations of any and every Classis in the 
denomination. This is far greater power than ought 
to be entrusted to any Board of the Church." 

Article 5 (h) now reads: "The work of the Executive 
Committee shall be: (h) to pass upon all applications for 
support from the Subsidy Fund and to submit its recom­
mendations to Synod for approval. It shall in these 
recommendations give due consideration to an equitable 
distribntion of the Snbsidy Fund." Advice: 

'1. Your Committee advises Synod not to accede to the 
Overture of Classis Orange City on the gronnds pre­
sented by the Execntive Committee. 

Adopted. 
2. Your Committee advises Synod not to accede to the 

Overture of Class is Grand Rapids West for the same 
reason addnced nnder 1. 

Adopted. 
B. Overture, 6-2 (Agenda II, p. 146). 
Article 5 (h) last part now reads: "(It is understood 

that the Committee has the right to make such adjust­
ments between Synods as circumstances may render 
imperative) ." 
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Advice: Your Committee advises Synod not to accede 
to the Overture of Classis Orange City on the grounds pre­
sented by tbe Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 
C. Overture 6-3 (Agenda II. p. 146). 
Article 10 of Home Mission Order now reads: "Church 

Snbsidy Fnnd . . . This Fnnd shall serve in assisting 
churches financially nnable to fully snpport an ordained 
minister of the Gospel. The Executive Committee shall 
determine on an equitable basis'when and to what extent 
a congregation is entitled to support from the Subsidy 
Fund." 

Advice: Your Committee advises Synod not to change 
this article, for Art. 13 of the Home Mission Order states 
very definitely that this authority rests with Synod. 

Adopted. 
D. Overture 6-lf (Agenda II, p. 146). 
The decision of Synod 1937, Acts p. 84, 5 reads, "With 

regard to calling by vacant subsidized churches, yonI' 
Committee advises to decide that subsidized churches be­
coming vacant shall not have the right to figure on the 
continnation of the payment of the former subsidy until 
they have received the approbation of the Home Mission 
Committee of the Class is and of Synod or the Executive 
Committee for Home Missions, on the grounds given in 
the report of the Executive Committee." 

Advice: Your Committee advises Synod not to change 
the decision as proposed by Classis Orange City for the 
reasons adduced by the Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 
E. Overture 6-5 (Agenda II, pp. 146, 148). 
Advice: 
1. Your Committee advises Synod not to rescind the 

decision as requested by Classis Orange City in 5 a, 
on the grounds adduced by the Executive Commit­
tee. 

Adopted. 
2. Your Committee advises Synod not to accede to the 

Overture of Classis Orange City in 5 b, for the 
reasons stated hy the Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 
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F. Overture 7 and 30 (Agenda II, pp. 148 and 166). 
W~ call Synod's attention to the fact that this is the 

same Overture. 
Advice: Your Committee .advises Synod to postpone 

action on this Overture until the Advisory Committee on 
Church Order matters reports on the matter of annual 
Synods. 

Adopted. 
G. Notification and Request from Classis Minnesota 

(Supplement III, Section X, 6). 
Advice: Your Committee advises Synod to endorse the 

reply to this request on the grounds of the reasons ad­
duced by the Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 
VI. Equitqble Contracts with Home Missionaries (Acts 

of Synod 1937, pp. 89 and 110). 
1. The Committee 'ad hoc, appointed by Synod in 1937, 

reports as follows: 
REVEREND AND ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The 'Committee on equitable contracts with our present home 
missionaries (Cf. Acts of Synod, 1937, art. 144, No.5) begs to 
report to this Synod that it has succeeded i' nalting contracts in the 
name of Synod with our present home m.~6sionaries. One of the 
home missionaries, the Rev. J. De Jonge, has signed the contract 
under protest, as he will undoubtedly also inform Synod. The Com­
mittee received notice to this effect only on June 6, 1938, along with 
the signed contract. 

Each home missionary of our ,Church has a copy of the contract 
made with him. A copy of each signed ,contract h~s been forwarded 

, to the Executive Committee on Home Missions. And a signed copy 
of each contract is enclosed in this envelope addressed to Synod. 

Praying that the Lord may guide Synod in all its deliberations and 
decisions, the Committee on equitable contracts herewith respect­
flllly submits its report. 

The' Committee, 
(Signed) HENRY BAKER, President. 
(Signed) W. P. VAN WYK, Secretary. 
(Signed) HENRY HEKMAN. 

P. S. Names of the home missionaries with whom contracts were 
made: Revs. H. Wierenga, J. S. BaIt, J. C. J)e Bruyn, Wm. Meyer, 
J. R. Brink, H. J. Mulder, K. Bergsma, D. Mellema, M. Botbyl and 
J. De Jonge. 

2. Your Committee has looked into these contracts, and 
found them in proper order. That of the Rev. J. De Jonge 
contains this comment: "I have subscribed to this con­
tract under 'protest' as I am unable to see the justice of 
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the Synodical decision in changing the financial stipula­
tions included in my original letter of call. {Signed) J. 
De Jonge." 

3. Your Committee advises Synod to accept this as in­
formation, thank the Committee for its work, approve of 
what it has done, and discharge the Committee. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 91 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on Educational Matters (cf. Art. 70) : 

VII. Mlssionary Training and Bible School (Agenda U, 
Pl'. 122-127, and Overture Classis Illinois, not in Agenda). 

Your Committee reports: 
1. That from the Report in the Agenda some lines have 

been deleted. The concluding lines of paragraph two on 
p. 125 should read as follows: "This. would mean an an­
nual expenditure of some $12,500, not counting the cost 
of buildings, or, in case buildings could be borrowed, for 
light and fuel, superintendent, janitor, rent, clerical help, 
al'ParatllS, telephone, and all other overhead, additional 
expense of $12,500-total (for a complete Missionary 
Training and Bible School) $25,000." 

2. TIlat an overture from Classis' Illinois reads as 
follows: . 

"Classis Illinois overtures the Synod to consider the ad­
visability of Synod taking over the Reformed Bible Insti­
tute as its own enterprise. Reasons: 

1. The Synods of 1934, '3H and '37 have given this mat­
ter such consideration as indicates that there is a 
growing opinion in our churches that we ought to 
have a Reformed Training .School for lay workers. 

2. The history of the present Bible Institute indicates 
that a large number of our people are eager to profit 
by this institution. 

3. Chicago is a most desirable field in which to train 
mission workers because of the size of the city and 
its need of evangelism." 

Received as information. 
Your Committee recommends to Svnod the adoption of 

the following: • . 
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1. Synod is delighted to hear of existing efforts to train 
our prospective lay workers by giving an opportun­
ity for the study of such subjects as are at present 
taught in the Reformed Bible Institute at Chicago 
and the Bible School at HoUand. Michigan. 

2. Synod heartily recommends to our people schools of 
such a nature for intercession. attendance and finan­
cial support. 

3. ~ynod, in fairness to all, deems it inadvisable to 
take over either the financial or the religious super­
vision of anyone of these schools, and refers the 
existing Institute in Chicago to the Classis Illinois 
in case the responsibility should become too great 
for a local group. 

Adopted . 

. The following Minority Report is submitted by one of 
the members of this Advisory Committee: 

Synod introduce a new department in .our Calvin School 
independent of the existing departments to be known as 
CALVIN BIBLE TRAINING DEPARTMENT. Reasons: 

1. Because there is a seemingly great demand for such 
a department. 

2. Because Calvin is the logical place where this can be 
given: 
a. It is the center of our educational enterprise; 
b. It has practically all the equipment necessary for 

carrying on this work for the first year (physical, 
spiritual, educational); 

c. It can un!loubtedly be carried on without a great 
outlay of money. 

3. We have departments for many other things, then 
we surely should have one for special Bible study. 

Method: 
Synod charge the Executive Committee of the Board of 

Calvin in conjunction with a Committee of the respective 
Faculties to execute this plan: 

1. By appointing a Dean for this Department who shall 
have full charge of this School subject to existing 
rules; 
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2. By outlining a coune or courses of studies conform­
ing to the needs of this class of students such as: 
Bible, Reformed Doctrine, Religious Education, 
Music, Methods, Missions, English, etc.; 

3. By contacting certain of the present teaching staff, 
or others who might be available; 

4. By further regulating same as occasion may demand. 

Rejected. 

Humbly submitted, 
W. BODE. 

ARTICLE 92 

In closing this session, Prof. H. Schultze leads in praver 
and thanksgiving. . 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16 
FOnrteenth Session 

ARTICLE 93 

. Psalter Hymnal No. 22 is sung, and the Rev. A. Was­
sink offers prayer. 

ARTICLE 94 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on Protests and Appeals A (cf.Art. 69) : 

III. In regard to the case of the Second Christian Re­
formed Church of Kalamazoo (cf. Art. 51) : 

1. We inform Synod that we have now received two 
documents in addition to those already received. 

a. A Copy of part of the minutes of Classis Kalama­
zoo, of the last meeting held. 

b. An overture of Classis Kalamazoo which contains an 
instruction to the Synod with regard to the case be­
fore us. 
1) Said overture reads as follows: Classis Kalama­

zoo earnestly requests Synod to appoint a Com­
mittee authorized to bring the present untenable 
situation of incompa tihility in Second Kalamazoo 
to a solution which will be equitable and which 
will preserve the congregalion. Grounds: 
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1. A Committee of Classis luis over a period of 
four months fruitlessly done its very best, and 
ClaSis.is Kalamazoo has at its January and May 
sessions spent much time in elf orts to solve 
the difliculties and has found it impo:ssible to 
do so. Art. 30 of our Church Order says that 
such matters which could not be finished in 
minor assemblies s\hall he dealt with in major 
assemblies, 

2. The situation in Second Kalamazoo has de­
veloped to a point of strained urgency in which 
probably only an authorized Synodical Com­
mittee can prevent a disastrou:s. schism. 

3. The Committee of Classis anticipates that both 
factions in the congregation will acquiesce in 

. the judgment of a Synodical Committee, espe­
cially if the personnel of the Committee con­
sists of men outside of Kalamazoo." 

J. J. WEERSING 
J. H. SCHAAL, Stated Clerk." 

2. It is the opinion of your Committee that the matter 
is now legally before the Synod, and we advise Synod so 
to declare. . 

Adopted. 
3. We advi:se Synod to appoint a Committee con:sisting 

of three ministers, two elders, and the professors of church 
polity and of church history, to investigate the problem in 
loco. This Committee is to work in conjunction with the 
Classis of Kalamazoo and is given full power to act in order 
to terminate the dissension in the Second Church of 
Kalamazoo. 

Adopted. The appointment of this Committee is re­
ferred to the Committee on Appointments. (Cf. Art. 119.) 

V. An appeal of Mr. George Monsma of Edmonton from 
the decisions of his Consistory and Clas:s;s Pacific. 

1. The following documents have been submitted to us: 
a. The original complaint of Mr. Monsma. 
b. Further correspondence between the Consistory and 

Mr. Monsma. 
c An appeal of Mr. Monsma to Classis Pacific. 
d. An explanation by the Consistory to Classis. 
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e. The disposal of the case by Classis Pacific. 
f. An appeal of Mr. Monsma to Synod. 
2. Legality. 
This matter is legally before Synod. 
3. Brief statement of the case. 
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a. Mr. Monsma protested agains.t his Consistory becanse 
it had placed on nomination for elders and deacons 
the names of two persons Who at times engaged in 
Snnday labor. One of these persons. could be called 
out on Sundays as a "trouble man" and the other de­
livered milk on Sunday and did not have a good re­
port "of them who are without." The former discon­
tinued his Sunday labor, but the latter did not. Al­
though the latter person was not chosen, Mr. Monsma 
was not satisfied and appealed to Classis Pacific. 

b. Classis Pacific sustained the Consistory, deciding as 
follows: "Clasrsis grants that though superficially 
there is ground for complaint (Consistories should' 
avoid if at all possible placing men on the nomination 
who are thus engaged), however, in the ca:se of Ed­
monton, Classis decides to concur in their action. 
Ground: The local Consistory can best judge as to 
fitnes:s of nominees." . 

4. Advice to Synod. 
Synod sustain the protestant. Grounds: 
1. Although Synod recognizes the difficulty often ex­

perienced by Consistories in obtaining suitable ma­
terial for the Consis.tory, yet the action of the Con­
sistory was in conflict with the stand of Synod of 
1881 (Schaver, p. 89), which rules that buying and 
selling of milk "is not to be tolerated in the case of 
elders and deacons." 

2. The need of insisting upon the application of this 
rule is the greater because of the present increased 
tendency toward Sunday labor. 

In place of the advice of the Committee, Synod decides 
to reply to this perotest as soon as it has acted upon the ad­
vice ofa Committee which is to report on this ques,tion of 
Sunday labor at the next Synod. (Continued in Art. 112.) 

ARTICLE 95 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on Indian and China Missions (cf. Art. 75) : 



so CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

IV. Report of the Board on the Sudan Mission (cf Sup­
plement V) : 

"As to the,Sudan United Mission proposal entrusted to 
us, we submit a separate r"!Port. Your Board decided to 
endorse its conclusions and requests to be authorized by 
you to take up the matter with the S. U. M. authorities 
as proposed." 

Your Advisory Committee reports as follows: 
1. Expianation-Your Committee, having given care­

ful consideration to the arguments pro and con as con­
tained in the special report of the Board of Missions, is of 
the opinion that the matter of taking over this, new mission 
field merits the further serious consideration of our Church. 

However, we call the attention of Synod to the fact that 
apparently there are certain conditions which will be set 
by the S. U. M. which have not yet been ascertained and 
are hence not found in this report. These conditions per­
tain to missionary methods to be employed on that field and 
possibly to agreement on our part with some doctrinal 
position. 

2. Advice-In view of the above considerations your 
Committee recommends: 

a. That Synod charge the Chr. Ref. Board of Missions to 
fully ascertain the conditions on Which the Lupwe­
Takum District of the S. U. M. field in Nigeria can 
be taken over by our Church and report to' the next 
Synod. 

b. That Synod charge the Board to publish this report 
in Agenda I, if possible. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 96 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
-on Church Order Malters (cf. Art. 60): 

IV. Method of Synodical Delegation. 
A. Material: Overtures 28, 29, 32, pp. 164-168, Agenda 

n, 1938. 
B. Recommendation: 
Synod declare that there is no warrant in Articles 41 and 

50 of the Chnrch Order for Synod to enj oin upon the 
Classes a definite method of selecting its delegates to Synod, 
bnt, with a view to the welfare of the churches, it advises 
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against the rotary method of selecting Synodical delegates. 
Adopted. 
V. Rules and Regulatiom covering Protests, Com-

plaints, and Appeals. 
A. Material: Overture 57, p. 192, Agenda II, 1938. 
B. Recommenda:tion: 
As to the proposal of Classis Sioux Center (elucidated in 

its, pertinent document), Syuod is advised to 3iPpoint a 
Committee to make Rules and Regulation:s, for protests 
and appeals. Grounds: 

1. Our Church has no adequate rules for protests and 
appeals. 

2. As a result of this, there is much confusion in the 
matter and much time is lost at our synodical 
meetings. 

Rejected. 
VI. Status of DeaCOllS in the Council of our Church. 
A. Material: Agenda II, 1938, pp. 91-97. Report rela-

tive to "The Status of Deacons in the Council of Our 
Church." 

We advise that Synod receive this Report as informa-
tion, and thank the Special Committee for its labors. 

Adopted. . 
B. Recommendation: 
In view of the fact that the basic problem in regard to 

the status of deacons in the Consistory hinges on the inter­
pretation of the phrase, "added to the Consistory" in Art. 
37 of the Ohurch Order, Synod declare that: ' 

1. The phrase, "added to the Consistory," can mean only 
that the deacons become members of the Consistory, 
and as such they are warranted in performing pres­
byterial functions including the right to vote in 
matters of church government. 

2. This concession by our Church Order, namely, that 
deacons may function as elders, is made to avoid the 
un-Reformed practice ofoligarcbic rule whicb would 
be the only alternative. . 

3. It ought, however, tl) be added that such deacons', in 
matters of church government, should naturally give 
due consideratipn to the judgment of the elders. 

Adopted. 
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VII. Revised Mission Order. 
A. Material: Report X, Agenda I, pp. 82-86. 

Docnment of General Conference of Indian Mission 
field, viz., "Mission Order Committee Report." 

B. Recommendations: 
1. Synod receive this report for information and thank 

the Committee for its labors. 
Adopted. 
2. Synod appoint a Committee to re-edit and re-work 

the proposed revised Mission Order. Grounds: 
a, This document is defective: 
1) Editorially: compare for example (a) under 

Article I the inconsistency of the tenses, (b) the 
redundancy in "conduct and supervise" and "de­
termines and designates." 

2) Materially: compare for example under Article 
I the improvement if the preamble read: "Pur­
suant to Article 51 of the Church Order Synod 
shall regulate all the Mission work." Note also, 
for example, the omission of any reference to the 
ecclesiastical status of fhe missionaries on the 
field (cf. Acts 1930, p.145, "mnst be well defined 
in our Mission Order"). 

3) In its apparent failure to take note of the ma­
terial in Agenda II, 1936, pp. 454-460, referred to 
the Committee (Acts 1936, p. 86). Said material 
refers to former Synodical decisions in mission 
matters which, if relevant, shOuld be embodied in 
the Mission Order, and if not relevant should he 
so declared. 

b. The General Conference of the Indian Mission 
field urges Synod to defer action on the proposed 
Order. Grounds: 
1) "It would be the part of wisdom to see how the 

principle of Synodical control on which the 
Revised Order is based worios, out in the sphere 
of Home Missions." 

2) "The Classi~ in which most of our missionaries 
reside received Agenda I only shortly before 
the classical meeting and did not have oppor" 
tunity to overture Synod ip regard to the pro­
visions of the Revised Mission Order." 
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NOTE: Article III, p, 84 of this Order, does 
not reqnire re-editing, since it has already been 
adopted by a previous Synod, 

Adopted, The appointment of a Committee is referred 
to the Committee on Appointments" (CL Art. 119,) 

VIII. Status of Ordained Ministers on the Indian Mis-
sion Field. . 

A . . Material: Overture 14, p. 150, Agenda II. 
R<1port to Classis California, "How to Obtain 
Uniformity in Delegating the Ministers on the Mis­
sion Field to Classis." 

B. Recommendation: 
Synod assign the stndy of this problem to the Committee 

recommended above under VII, and incorporate their pro­
posals in the above referred to Mission Order. Grounds: 

1. The present confusion as to the status of the mission­
aries. 

2. The problem is too involved to settle at this time. 
3. It belongs to the Committee on Mission Order (cL 

Acts of Synod 1930, p. 145). 
Adopted. 
IX. Classical Status of Home Missionaries. 
A. Malerial: Overture 15, p. 152, Agenda II. 

Report to Classis Sioux Center, pp. 115, 116, Agenda 
II. 

B. Recommendation: 
Synod declare that the decision of 1930, p. 146, applies 

also to missionaries in the new set-up of Home Missions. 
Grounds: 

1. Home missionaries nnder the present Home Mission 
set -up, though the missionaries, of the Church at 
large, are nevertheless, because of their membership 
in a particnlar church of a Classis, and their work 
within such Class;s, privileged to be delegated to it, 
as provided for in the decision of 1930, p. 146. 

2. A Consistory has the right to delegate such a mission­
ary even though he be no ruling elder in that church, 
according to the latter half of the decision of 1930, 
p.146. 

Synod decides to refer this matter to the same Commit­
tee that is to stndy the statns of ordained ministers on the 
Indian Mis,sion field (cf. VII and VIII above). (Continued 
in Art. 107.) 
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ARTICLE 97 

The Advisory Committee on Varia presents its advice 
with regard to a helated overture of Classis Holland: 

"Classis Holland, in its session of May 19, 1938, overtures 
Synod to consider assessments and quotas of equal impor- . 
tance and equally hinding on all churches, and that we no 
longer recognize or intimate a distinction between these. 
assnmed obligations. Since apparently often the one now 
suffel1s at the expense of the other, assessments being pre­
ferred over qnotas in order of payment by a number of 
churches. " 

Yonr Committee recommends to reject this overtnre on 
the following grounds: 

1. Such an arrangement assumes t!hat all chnrches .Jlre 
equally able to bear the burden of the various King­

. dom causes" which is not the case. 
2. It would still further apply the principle of compul­

sion in the matter of the support of Kingdom causes, 
which is undesirable. 

3. Our churches are not ready for snch a change as pro­
posed; and if Synod deems it desirable, this matter 
should be sent to fhe Classes for their opinion. 

Instead of adopting this advice, Synod decides to appoint 
a Committee to study this matter and to report at the 
next Synod. (For Committee members cf. Art. 119.) 

ARTICLE 98 

In closing this session, elder A. Meeler offers prayer and 
thanksgiving. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 17 
Fifteenth Session 

ARTICLE 99 

The devotional s,ervice is conducted by the R~v. H. Dyk­
house, who leads in prayer after Synod has united in sing­
ing No. 389 of the Psalter Hymnal. 

ARTICLE 100 

The roll call shows that all members of Synod are pres­
ent,. except elder H. Ligtenberg of Class is Sioux Center, 
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who informed Synod yesterday that to his regret he would 
be unable to attend fhe remaining sessions. Elder C. Van 
Andel of Classis KilJamazoo is present for the first time, 
and at the request of the President, expresses his agree­
ment with our Forms of Unity. 

ARTICLE 101 

The minutes of the thirteenth and the fourteenth session, 
are read by the clerk, and approved by Synod. 

ARTICLE 102 

Mr. Henry Hekman addresses Synod on behalf of Bet­
hesda Sanatorium, Mr. A. Peters on behalf of the Ohristian 
Psychopathic Hospital. 

Dr. O. Holtrop responds in name of Synod, assuring the 
brethren of our hearty interest in and continued support of 
these institutions of Christian mercy. 

ARTICLE 103 

Continuation of the Report of the Budget Committee 
(cf. Art. 83) : 

VII. Executive Committee for Home Missiorzs-Budget, 
Chilrch Extension and Subsidy (cf. Supplement III) : 

Your Committee has gone over the proposed budgets very 
carefully, particularly the subsidies. In this connection, 
the Committee wishes publicly to express its appreciation 
to the Home Missions Committee in its policy of gradually 
reducing subsidies whenever and wherever possihle. 

Your Committee advises Synod to approve the proposed 
budget for the ensuing year. 

Adopted. 
VIII. Calvin College and Seminary (cf. Supplement II) : 
Your Committee examined the extensive and complete 

financial report of this institution. Its proposed budget 
amounts to $122,377.00. 

Your Committee advises its approvaL 
Adopted. 
IX. Indian and China Missions (cf. Supplement V) : 
a. This Mission Board presented to the Synodical Budget 

Committee a complete repmt. An entirely new bookkeep-
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ing system has been set up which enabled your Committee 
to examine the fiDances in better fashion than before. 

Received as information. 
Your Committee advises Synod to adopt ·the Indian and 

China budget for 1939 to the amount of $101,021.41, as pre­
sented in the Annual Report of the Christian Reformed 
Board of Missions, and also advis,es to approve the addition 
of $1,367.00 to the 1938 budget. 

Adopted. 
b. Your Committee calls your attention to the Acts of 

Synod of 1937, p.40, IX, Foreign Missions, B, where we 
read: 

"Respecting Mis'sionaries supported and paid direct by 
churches or groups of churches, your Committee would re­
mark that t'he annual report of the Board should include all 
of them." 

As this advice has not been carried out in the present 
report of the Mission Board, your Committee advises Synod 
to call their attention to it. 

Adopted. 
X. Publication Committee (cf. Supplement IX): 
As usual this financial report is clear and concise. As yet, 

the old building on Market Ave. is not sold. Among this 
Committee's ass<ets, this building is listed at $13,669.25. In 
connection with suggestions made by two representatives of 
tins Committee who met with us, we advise Synod to ap­
point a Committee of three on whom the Publication Com­
mittee can call in the event a reasonable offer can be ob­
tained for this building. Synod is advised to autborize the 
Publication Committee together with the aforesaid Com­
mittee of three to sell this building whenever a reasonable 
price is offered for it. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 119). 
XI. Church Help (Agenda II, Pl'. 117-121): 
We examined the report of the Committee for Church 

Help and noticed a fair increase in collections and a fair 
increase in payments. Your Committee advises to empha­
size again the great importance of regular repayments of 
loans to this Fund. ' 

Your Committee does not wish to call special attention 
to the collections of the various Classes, inasmuch as they 
speak for thems'elves. 

Adopted. 
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XII. Executive Committee for Home Missions, Emer­
gency Fund (cf, Supplement III): 

Because this fund has a balance of $4,221.59 and its dis­
bursements amounted to only $5,003.23, your Committee 
advises Synod that no chnrch collections for this fund shall 
be requested until the Executive Committee shall deem it 
necessary. 

Adopted. 
XIII. Jewish Missions, General Treasurer's Report 

(Agenda II, pp. 109, 110, and Supplement VI) : 
This fund received nearly all of its quota established by 

the Synod of 1937. 
A. Chicago Hebrew Mission: 
1. Its ,mnual statement reveals receipts of $16,155.81, 

which includes $3,800.00 from the Van Agthoven Es­
tate and $1,100.00 from its Medical Fnnd. This Mis­
sion was able to reduce its large indebtedness by 
$7,950.00, and closed its fiscal year with a balance of 
$16.50. 

Received as information. 
2. The budget for 1939 for this Mission, which follows 

below, calls for a total of $10,800.00. We recommend 
its approval. 

'Salaries-religious worker, doctor, nurse, 
lady worker, and 'janitor ______ .____ __. ___________ " ._ .... __ $ 

Gas; electric service, phone, and fuel _______________________________ . 
Insurance, tax, and license ________ ._. _____________ ' __ " .. ___ . __ .. ____ .. __ .... 
Repairing and decorating _____________ _ ________ . ____ ... _, _______ . 
Supplies _______ .. _________ ....... ___ '. ____ ...... _._. ___ .. ____ .... _______ . __________ . __ _ 
Traveling expenses _________ ......................................... . 
1nterest .......... , ....................................................................... . 
Payment on indebtedness ............................ _ ....... . 

5,500.00 
600.00 
350.00 
400.00 
200.00 
100.00 

1,150.00 
2,500.00 

Total for the year 1938 ""~~". ~~""~~~"""~~~""""""",,$10,800.00 
Adopted. 
B. Paterson Hebrew Mission (Agenda II, p. 112) : 
1. Your Committee has examined this financial report, 

and finds it sati;sfactory. A balance of over $2,000.00 
. is on hand in the ttreasury of this Mission, but this is 
offset by a balance of only 74 cents, in the general 
treasury. Hence this balance should not be misinter­
preted by Synod. 

Received as information. 
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2. The budget for 1939 for this Mission as' found in !'he 
Agenda II on page 152 (Overture 18) we recommend 
for approval. 

Adopted. 
C. If Synod desires to extend the work of Hebrew Mis­

sions the quota which we sball submit must be increased, 
otherwise it can remain as it is. 

Received as information. 

XIV. Seamen's Home: 
"Classis Hudson presents the following budget for the Seamen's 

Home: 
Salaries .... ___ .......... . 
Gas and Electric . ______________ .... 
Coal __ .. ___ ..... ___ . ____ .. _. ____________ __ 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,$ 2, 9 5 0.00 
300.00 

Water ..... ____ ... ___ .. _____ ._ .. __ ." . ______________ .. ____ _ 
213.00 

60 . .00 
500.00 Repairs inside ________ .... _. ___ . ___ .. __ .. _____________ _ 

Total __ .. _ ... ________ ._._ ... ___ _ 
Anticipated Income: 

From the Home ." .. ___ .. ______ _ 
Miami R. R. Stock .. ___ ... 
Interest on mortgage ___ _ 

"""",,$4,023.00 

""""",,$1,20 O. 0 0 
320.00 

""""""" 400.00 

Total '" """" '"'' """"""'" """"""'" """ $1, 9 20. 00 
Classis requests of Synod $2,103.00 per year." 
Your Committee advises to adopt this proposed budget 

for the Seamen's Home. 
This amounts to about 9 cents per family. Your Com­

mittee shall so advise in its list of quotas to he submitted. 
(See XXII. below.) 

Adopted. 

XV. SOllth America (cf. Agenda II, pp. 130-133; and 
Supplement VIII) : 

Your Committee has looked into the financial report and 
the proposed budget, and has taken into consideration the' 
actual cash balance on hand today. 

Your Committee advises Synod to approve its submitted 
budget. 

Your Committee expects to make a reduction in the pro­
posed quota for this fund in line with a former decision of 
this Synod to support this work on a declining slCale. This 
is in keeping with our general policy of gradually diminish­
ing subsidi,,~. (But see XXII below.) 

Adopted. 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938 89 

XVI, Synodical Treasurer's Report (cf. Supplement 
I-h) : 

Your Committee has examined the report of the Synod­
ical Treasurer, Mr. Tony Noordewier, and found it in ex­
cellent condition. 

In view of a substantial balance on band in tbis treasury 
your Committee will advise a reduced assessment. (See 
XXII below.) 

Received as information. 
XVII, Emeritus Fund (cf. Agenda II, pp. 134-136) : 
Your Commi nee examined the financial report of the 

Emeritus Board. The receipts were not quite equal to the 
disbursements. However, according to Synod'" decision the 
money received from arrearages should be credited to the 
capital fund. This the Board was not able to do. Hence 
it must again be empbasized that if the Board shall be able 
to meet its obligations, the assessments must be paid in 
full. The budget requires a total of $43,350.00. 

Your Committee advises its adoption. 
Adopted. 
XVIII. Belated Overture of Classis Grand Rapids East: 
"Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod that the con­

gregation of Dearborn be given one-fourth reduction ori its 
assessments, because three months of the year were passed 
when fb" congregation was organized." 

Your Committee advises that a rule of this nature should 
apply to all newly-organized congregations. 

Adopted. 
XIX. Classis Muskegon (Agenda II, p. 152, Overture 16) : 
Your. Committee informs Synod that it has not been able 

to discover any appreciable discrepancies between the bud­
get allowed and quotas proposed at this Synod, and re­
quests, Synod to receive this advice as information. 

Receiu~d as information. 
XX.' Classis Muskegon (Agenda II, p. 152, Overture 17) : 
Your Committee advises Synod to grant this request of 

Bethany Church of Muskegon. Ground: 
Such extension work as intended by Bethany should be 

greatly appreciated and encouraged. 
ReJected. . 
XXI, We received a letter from Mr. Bert Pousma, our 

Transportation Secretary, pertaining to expenses of 



90 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

Synodical delegates, reques:ting detailed information as a 
basis for future procedure in this matter. He also submits 
a blank form to be filled in by each one of the delegates. 

Your Committee recommends that the suggesltion of our 
Transportation Secretary be followed.. Hence we advise 
Synod to request each delegate to fill in two blanks instead 
of one, viz., the blank aJpproved by the Synod of 1934 and 
the one proposed by Mr. Pousma. 

Adopted. 
XXII. Assessments, Qllotas and Synodically approved 

causes: 
Your Committee recommends to Synod the following 

a:ssessments and quolas: 
A. Assessments: 

1. Calvin College and Seminary __ ... _$3.00 
2. Emeritus Fund 
3. Synodical Expense ... _ .. __ .......... . 

1.75 
.25 

B. Qllotas: 
1. Home Missions: 

per family 
per family 
per family 

Church Extension ......... $1.50 per family 
Church Subsidy ___ .____ 2.00 per family 

2. Indian and China Missions .... ____ . 4.05 per family 
3. Jewish Missions __ .......... ___ ... , .. __ .. _.. .75 per family 
4. Church Help ........... ,. __ .____ .50 per family 
5. South America .. _ .. ___ ............ __ .... __ .. .10 per family 
6. Seamen's Home .... ___ ... __ a collection recommended if called 

for by the Eastern Home Missions Board 

C. Collections for Synodically approved causes: 
American Bible Sodety; Bethesda Sanatorium; Christian 
Psychopathi'c Hospital; Chr. Sanatorium at Goffle Hill; 
National Christian Association (d. Art. 83, VI, above); 
Lord's Day Allianc~ of the United States; Natio~al Union 
of Christian Schools; Youth Secretary Fund; Christian 
Labor Association (moral support) ; League of Evangelical 
Students. For the. _Gideons, see Art. 115 below. 

ARTICLE 104 

Continuation of the Report of the. Advisory Committee 
on Emeriti Matters (cf. Art. 67) : 

IV. The Report of the Emeritlls Fllnd Committee 
(Agenda I, p. 78): 

In connection with this Report your Committee consid­
ered Overtures 36, 37, and 38 in the Agenda II, pp. 172-176; 
also two belated Overtures as follows: 
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1. "Classis illinois overtures Synod not to adopt that 
phase of the plan which excludes from support ministers 
who have served less than ten years. (See Agenda 1938, 
Part I, Art. 5, p. 79, and also point b on p. 80.) Grounds: 

1. Adoption of this phase of the plan would violate the 
principle and spirit of both the original and revised 
(see p. 80) Article of the Church Order. 

2. It would deprive of aSlsistance those who .have had 
little opportunity to save money, who in many cases 
have been paying school-debt. 

3. It would be unfair to withhold support from those 
whro, according to the proposed set-up, would he re­
quired to contribute toward that fund also during the 
illsrt year'S of their ministry. 

4. We have a reasonable' safeguard against numerous 
emeritations during the early years of service in the 
required medical examina lions of theological students 
and candidates." 

2. "Classis Zeeland overtures Synod to declare all emeri­
tated ministers and their familieS! eligible to the support 
from both the pension and relief fund regardless of their 
years of service." 

Your Committee also received the following advice from 
its adviser, Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, which is hereby sub­
mitted for information: 

"The advisor of the Committee on Emeriti MatteI'"' can 
agree with much that is said in Report IX, Agenda, Part I, 
page 78, and in the Report fr'Om the present Advisory Com-
mittee, concerning Report IX. . 

"However, concerning the Pension Plan, the present lack 
of a unified opinion, as shown by Overtures 36-38, may in­
dicate that the Church is not yet ripe to express itself 
on this involved financial matter. 

"Moreover, there are men that have helped to draft the 
pension plan for Calvin College and Seminary, accepted at 
this Synod, men whose efforts might possibly now be en­
listed, to prepare a modified pension plan, more detailed 
than that of Report IX, available for our ministers. 

"If Synodlshould wish some such proposal, the following 
might be of service in this complex financial pr'Oblem: 
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" I. Synod express its appreciation to the brethren that 
have prepared thie 'Report of the Emeritus Com­
mittee' (Report IX). 

"II. Synod accept this Report for information, and with 
gratitude for the manifold labors performed, dis­
charge the Committee that h"s, prepared it. 

"Ill. Synod consider its proposals and vote on all, ex­
cept the figures proposed. 

"IV. Synod appoint a Committee to prepare a modified 
pension plan, more detailed than that of Report 
IX, available for onr ministers, with a view 
toward establishing a pension fund. This Com­
mittee is to give detailed fiuancial tabulations in 
support of its recommendations, concerning partic­
ularly tbe way that they would apply to the Chr. 
Ref. ministry, with, its present range of ,age/>. 
This Committee is to report to the next Synod, and 
is to include representatives from the Committee 
tbat preprured Report IX, representatives of the 
Committee that drafted the pension plan for Cal­
vin College and Seminary, represenatives of the 
present Synodical Budget Committee, and to in­
clude youthful minis,ters as well as older brethren. 

Humbly submitted, 
M. J. WYNGAARDEN, Advisor." 

Received as information. 
A. After a careful consideration of all this material your 

AdvislOry Committee recommends that Synod adopt the 
general plan proposed by the Emeritus Fuud Committee 
(Agenda I, p. 78), in view of the decision of the Synod 
of 1936: 

"Synod, while agreeing with the fundamental prin­
ciple expressed in 1932, nevertheless deems it ueces­
sary to include the idea expres'sed in the decision of 
1934, that the clergy shall be asked to contribute to 
the Emeritus Fund according to a fixed scale, and de­
cides to appoint a Committee to present a plan to the 
next Synod which shan include both elements" (Acts 
1936, p. 66). 

Adopted. 
B. However, your Committee feels, that there are mauy 

objectionable features in the details of the proposed plan, 
against which overtures from various Classes have been 
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directed, which should he removed. With this' in view, 
your Committee recommends the following: 

1 Art. It·, point C: Your Committee recommends that 
the phrase, , shall contrihute annnally 3 % of their salary," 
he deleted and replaced by the following: "shall contribute 
annually of their salary according to a graduating plan 
as follows: . 

a. Up to $1,000, 1 % of the salary received. 
b: Above $1,000 to $1,500 inClusive, 2% of salary re­

ceived. 
c. Above $1,500 to $2,000 inclusive, 3 % of salary re­

ceived. 
d. Above $2,000, 4% of salary received. Grounds: 
1) A 3% contribution, irrespective of the amount of 

salary received, would be a decided har<fulbip for 
those ministers who are being paid on a low sC3le. 

2) This plan would be more in harmony with the bihlical 
exhortation: 'Bear ye oI1e another's burdens'." 

This advice is reiecled. Synod decides to adopt the 
rule proposed by the Emeritus Fund Committee: "All 
minislters desiring for themselves and for their widows and 
orphans fble henefits of this fund shall contribute annually 
3 % of their salary." 

2. Art. fl, second part of point C: "The Consistory will 
deduct this amount from the salary of the minister and 
send it quarterly to the treasnrer of the Board." . 

Your Committee recommends that this entire sentence 
he deleted. Grounds: 

a. Our denominational control is not of such a natnre 
that the Synod has the right to dictate to a Consistory 
to 'withhold part of a promised salary for the pur­
pose of ~orrtrihuting said part of salary to any Fund. 

b. Th,e proposed plan places the responsibility of con­
tributing to said Fund upon the Consistory instead of 
upon the minis'ter where the responsibility belongs. 

This advice is reJected. Synod decides to adopt the 
rule proposed by the Emeritus Fund Committee: "The 
Consistory will deduct this amonnt from lhe salary of the 
minister and send it quarterly to the treasurer of the 
Board." 

3. Art. 5: Your Committee recommends that the phrase 
"ten years or more" be deleted from pointSI a, c, and d. 
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Cf. also Overtures 36 and 38, Agenda II, pp. 172, 174, and 
Overtures from the Classes of Illinois and Zeeland; 
Grounds: 

a. The adoption of the proposed plan would violate both 
the principle and spirit of Art. 13, C. O. and the deci­
sion of Synod: "The support of lhe Emeriti ministers, 
their widows and orphans, founded upon the Word 
of God and prescribed in Art. 13, C. 0., is not a mat" 
tel' of charity, but is the right of the parties named 
and the duty of the chUirches, as a whole," (Acts of 
Synod, 1932, p. 49). 

b. It would be unfair to withhold support from lhose 
who are required to contribute to the Fund also dur­
ing the first years of their ministry. 

c. The proposed plan would be a gross injustice to those 
whose ministry was terminated, not by any fault of 
their own but by the Provideuce of God, within the 
space of ten years. 

4. Your Committee recommends that the first paragraph 
of page 81 be deleted. Grounds: 

A minister has promised to spend his life in a spe­
cial service of God and His Church, and h3'S' not the 
right to terminate his ministry if he is still able to 
perform the tasks which an active ministry requires. 

5. Your Committee further recommends! that Art. 13 
of the Church Order be revised according to the recom­
mendations in the Report so that it may be in harmony 
wilh the above setcup. 

6. Your CommIttee recommends that the last paragraph 
of the Report be referred to the Budget Committee. 

After considerable discussion of the above recommen, 
dations of the Advisory Committee, it becomes apparent 
that Synod, anxious 1'0 finish its labors today, will nol be 
able to reach satisfactory conclusions with regard to many 
particular points that are involved. . 

It is . therefore decided to re-commit this plan for further 
study to the Emeritus Fund Committee, enlarged by the 
addition of a brother well-versed in pension matters, with 
instructions to work out in detail the Ministerial Pension 
Fund on a ~'traight 3% basis, and to give particular atten­
tion to such matters as the legality of the Fund, the pos­
sible need of a small reserve fund at the inauguration of 
the Fund, the official guarantee of the Fund by Synod, and 
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the possible temporary division of the synodical quota for 
the Emeritus Fund between the Pension Fnnd and the 
Relief Fund. 

The appointment of the Committee is referred to the 
Committee on Appointments. (Cf. Art. 119.) 

ARTICLE 105 

This session is closed with prayer and thanksgiving by 
Prof. J. G. Vanden Bosch. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 17 
Sixteenth Session 

ARTICLE 106 

Synod unites in singing Psalter Hymnal No. 386, after 
which the Rev. B. H. Spalink leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 107 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on Church Order (cf. Art. 96) : 

ESTEEMEn BRETHREN: 

On the question of Annual or Biennial Synods your 
Committee presents a majority and a minority report: 

MAJORITY REPORT 

1. Material: Agenda II, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. pp. 158 to 164. 
Acts 1936, p. 38; Acts 1937, p. 43. 

II. Summary of M alerial: 
A. Material that favors return to biennial Synods. 

Agenda II, 23, 24, 25, !>p. 158 ff. 
We offer a brief summ\lry of the arguments, adduced in 

Overture 23, Agenda II, requesting Synod to rescind. (No 
new material is offered in the other overtures.) 

. 1. Synod of 1936 was too hasty. 
2. It would save $6,000 every other year. 
3. Shorter meetings are almost surely not to be realized. 
4. A "multitnde of unimportant matters will not be 

cast into the lap of Synod," which shonld be given . 
to a board or boards. 
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5. Too many protests and appeals will come, if we have 
annual Synods. 

6. The "reduction in the membership in our boards" is 
already effected, and hence this ground of 1936 now 
falls away. ' 

7. Synod can pass the matter of "preparatoir" ex­
aminations to some other bodies. 

B. Material that requests Synod to pursue another 
course: Agenda II, 26, 27, p. 164. 

III. Brief Consideration of the Material. 
In view of the fact that according to Article 31 of the 

Church Order the burden of proof lies with the argument 
in favor of deciding against Annual Synods, your Gom­
mittee now briefly considers the material in that light. 

A. It is argued that the Synod' of 1936 acted too hastily. 
Comment: 

1. This is equally true of the present proposal that now 
after so brief an experience we rescind, unless there 
be truly weighty reasons for doing so. 

2. This would likely lower the prestige of our Synods, 
which is none too high, because of such a complete 
reversal in so' short a period of time. 

3. The Synod of 1937 referring to the same question 
decided: "It is too early to discard a new policy 
which has had so little time to prove its own worth 
and wisdom." Cf. Acts p. 43, V.C. 
In view of historical developments it would seem 
that it is still "too early" to rescind, if it was in 1937. 

B. It would save $6,000 every other year. Comment: 
1. This is clearly overstating the case. Statistics prove 

that the actual expense of the meeting of the Synod 
of 1937 was $4,372.14. It would cost only a few cents 
more per family per year to continue annual Synods. 

2. It seems regrettable that the dollar should receive 
such preponderance of ,attention in adducing grounds 
for ecclesiastical procedure. It may be questioned 
whether the spiritual and ecclesiastical values of 
annual Synods do not far exceed this comparatively 
small sum. 

C. Shorter meetings are almost surely not to be real­
'ized. Comment: 

But your Committee asks: Is this the way to rectify 
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this matter? It is admitted that we here have a prob­
lem, ,and although the time element may not he 
played with, it is not first; spiritual values, prin­
ciples, and policies are always first. The maladjust­
ments accounting for lack of efficiency is as true in 
our practice whether we have annual or biennial 
Synods. 

D.A "multitude of unimportant matters will now he 
·cast into the lap of Synod" which according to the argu­
ment of Class is Holland (Agenda II, p. 160) should he 
given to a "board." 

1. Classi, Holland admits that the principle of Synod's 
direct dealing with the affairs of the Church is encour­
caged by the institution of annual Synods. 

2. Precisely what new hoards does- the argument con­
template? 

3. And what exactly are these many "uuimportant 
matters" that have been "cast into the lap" of this Synod 
or that of 1937? 

E. Too many protests and appeals will be forthcoming 
if we have annual Synods. Comment: 

1. Does history prove this? As yet it cannot. There is 
no proof that a greater frequency of Synods produces 
more protests and appeals. 

2. But annual Synods, if appeals are legally present, 
do away with harmful delay. That is the point 
of ground (c) 1936 (Acts p. 39). Who, for example, 
can properly evaluate the great damage that the 
Synod of 1937 (first annual one) prevented by 
settling the important appeal ease that was before 
it? Compare Kalamazoo II and other cases before 
this, annual Synod . 

. :3.- It is questionable, to say the least, whether a great 
number of appellants (protestants) "cool off," since 
they must report their .appeal at once to the body 
from which appeal is made. Because it is the nature 

_ of sinful man to harden himself increasingly with 
time, the Synod should for the sake of the spiritual 
welfare of an erring appellant settle his case as soon 
,as possible. In case the appellant is in the right 
the same is true for the same reason in addition to 
the reason that it is unjust not to settle the matter 
as soon as possible. 



98 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

F. It is said that ground (d) of 1936 (Acts p. 39), name­
ly that annual Synods "open the way for ,a reduction in 
the membership of our Boards," has already been effected 
by the one annual Synod of 1937. Hence having ac­
complished this, let us now go back. Comment: 

Reference is made to the Board of Trustees (Agenda. 
II, 160, 162), but reference should ,also he made to 
the former General Home Missions Board, which has 
been reduced to an Executive Committee as a con­
sequence of the institution of annual Synods. 'This, 
Executive Committee should be enlarged again to 
a General Board, if Synod returns to biennial 
Synods. (See Overture 30, Agenda II). 

G. Synod can pass the Hpreparatoir" eXaIninations to-
other bodies. Comment: 

At best this would warrant an investigation, and if 
decided upon, detailed plans for execution would 
have to be drawn up. Such an investigation might 
clearly show the impracticability of the plan, Hence, 
for the present at least, it would be folly to consider 
this as a ground against annual Synods. 

IV. Advice. The majority report of your Committee 
recommends that Synod abide by the decision of 1936 in 
regard to annual Synods, Grounds: 

A. From the point of view of expediency the iustitu­
tion of annual Synods has not yet been proven 
wrong. 

B. Such a reversal of so recent a synodical decision is 
destructive of the prestige of the Church and wiII 
undermine the respect of our people for Synod and 
its decisions. 

Adopted. 
V. In regard to the Overture of Classis Pella to appoint 

a Committee to study the merits and demerits of annual 
Synods, the possibility of Particular Synods, etc. (Agenda 
II, p. 164)., your Committee recommends that Synod do 
not accede to this request. GroundS: ' 

1. The Synods of 1936, 1937 and 1938 have considered 
the issue of annual Synods and the former two have 
adjudged them meritorious. 
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2. The Church has repeatedly declined to erect Par­
ticular Synods, and renewed efforts in this direction 
will undoubtedly again prove abortive. 

Adopted. 
Humbly submitted, 

O. HOLTTOP 
K. TEBBEN 
H. HOEKSEMA 
W. GREENFIELD 
J. C. KOBES 
B. J. BENNINK 
DR. S. VOLBEDA, Advisor. 

MINORITY REPORT 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The undersigned, a member of the Advisory Corlunittee 
on Church Order matters, presents the following minority 
report: 

A. Material: Overtures 23-27, pp. 158 ff., Agenda II. 
B. History of the Problem: In 1926 there were nine 

overtures asking for reduction of delegates to Synod from 
six to four. The main grmmd was. the desire for reduced 
cost. In 1932 there were four more overtures requesting 
the same thing and for the same reasons. In 1934 there 
were two more overtures requesting the same thing. One 
of these besides expressed the desire for reduced expenses 
expressed also a desire that Synod adopt a plan whereby 
the larger Classes might send more delegates than the 
smaller Classes. These overtures, were placed in the 
hands of a Special Committee. 

In the year 1936 something very strange, sO far as the 
history of this problem is concerned, took place. At this 
Synod the desire for reduction of expenses, expressed by 
the previous 15 overtures, was virtually ignored. Only 
the desire for equal representation at Classis was con­
sidered-a desire expressed by only one Classis, which 
in its overture had placed the greater emphasis on the 
need for economy. It is true that the Synod of 1936 de­
cided to reduce the number of delegates from six to four. 
But this came only due to the fact that at said Synod it 
was decided to have annual Synods, for which only one 
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average-sized Classis had expressed desire. (Acts 1934, 
pp. 59, 60). 

It should be noted in how strong contrast this decision 
was with the wishes expressed in the previous fifteen 
overtures. The Classes sending all those overtures de­
sired no longer to be burdened with the expenses of 90 
delegates every two years, but only 60. BUT NOW, due to 
annual Synods and more Classes, the churches are bur­
defIed with the eXp'cnses of not 60 but 14·4 delegates every 
two years. 

At the 1937 Synod there were overtures from two 
Classes, and on the table now arc overtnres from three 
additional Classes urging Synod to return to biennial 
Synods. 

SUMMARY OF HISTORY; Twenty overtures in the last 
twelve years have asked Synod to lower the cost of its 
meetings, either by reducing the number of delegates or 
by returning to biennial Synods (fifteen of the former ,and 
five of the latter). These twenty overtures came from 
twelve of the formerly fifteen Classes. The fifteen Classes 
and the number of overtures from each are: California 
(1); G. R. East (2); G. R. West (3); Hackensack (2); Hol­
land (1); Hudson (1); Illinois, Muskegon (2); Orange 
City (1); Ostfriesland (1); Pacific, Pella, Sioux Center 
(2); Wisconsin (2); Zeeland (2). 

Through their classical overtures 223 of the 286 congre­
gationS!, or 19,497 of the 24,604 families, were or' are appeal­
ing to Synod to reduce its cost. Eighty percent approxi­
mately of the Classes, congregations, and families arc 
thus appealing. It would seem that our Church has 
spoken in twenty overtures. 

C. Consideration of the Grounds adduced for Annual 
Synods. Since Synod in 1937 in rejecting the proposals to 
return to biennial Synods said that the grounds for annual 
Synods were not overthrown, we aim in the following 
paragraphs to do this. The gronnds for annual Synods 
given in 1936, and their refutation follow: 

'. 1, Annual Synods are iu accordance with the spirit of 
the Church Order. 

The undersigned would reply that the principle re­
ferred to should be emphrusized rather in the case of Con­
'sistory and Classes, which meet less frequently than for­
merly and in which the benefit of association and delib­
eration is moreover enjoyed by a greater number. 
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In the Netherlands our mother church meets once in 
thre'e years. Their example, and the expense involved in 
our .far wider distribution, should lead us to conclude that 
a meeting every two years is altogether snfficient. 

2. Annual Synods will make for shorter meetings. 
But the first two annual .synods do not bear out this 

prediction very well. Two Reasons: 
1. Many routine matters which must take place as often 

,as Synod meets. 
2. The increase in the number of overtures. 
The highest number of overtures in any two-year 

period from 1926 to 1936 was 82, the lowest 52, the aver­
age 74. A comparison of this with the figure 111 in the 
last two-year period leads to the rather startling informa­
tion that annual Synods have led to approximately a fifty 
percent increase in the number of overtures. MOreover 
protests have doubled or quadrupled it would seem. At' 
an annual Synod we have two protest committees. That 
would mean four such committees at a biennial meeting. 
Yet previous,ly there was but one. ' 

3. Annual Synods will expedite matters in cases of 
protests and appeals. 

We question the desirability of this. Our Synods are 
troubled by too many protests and appeals. And in the 
case of urgent matters, provision for a special Synod can 
readily be made. 

4. Annual Synods will open the way for a reduction in 
the membership of our Boards. This applies only to the 
Board of Trustees, and that object has already been at­
tained. If the task of examining the seminary graduates 
is not returned to the Board of Trnstees, there will with 
difficulty be fonnd ,any justification for a Board so large 
and dispersed as it is now. BUT, a centralized Board 
favors "Boardism" in a vital matter! 

5. Annual Synods will promote contact between the 
various parts of our Church, which is in harmony with 
the spirit of the Church Order. This ground is similar 

, to the first. 
D. The Judgment of the Undersigned: 
1. It is not necessary for Synod to meet annually. 
a. The danger implied in the term "Boardism" is pres~ 

ent in the case of annual Synods also, and, on the 
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other hand, can very well he avoided in the case of 
biennial Synods ... A Special Committee on Synodical 
Efficiency can make many improvements in this 
direction. As illustrations we call attention to the 
harmful ruling of Classes that a member may not 
go to successive Synods wherehy the needed con­
tinuityof Synods is destroyed; and the good sugges­
tion· of the Pella overture requiring Boards to report 
early to give delegates opportunity for study. 

b. The examination of candidates could be done by the 
Classes, as Reformed Churches in Netherlands do 
regularly. If Synod does so, present classical ex­
aminations are deprived of significance! Synod 
could return this task to Curatorium which did this 
work very acceptably for half a century! 

2. To meet annually is too costly. Not too costly if 
necessary; but too costly if not nece.ssary. "If not neces­
sary the great expense involved is simply unwananted. 
The Church plainly lacks the right to spend the Lord's 
money unnecessarily." 

3. We believe, some seventy-two ministers and elders 
are now away twice as often as necessary for a long 
period from their congregational ,and home duties. 

4. Annual Synods undermine the prestige of Synod due 
to lack of important issues, etc. 

5. If the decision of 1936 was a mistake, we should not 
perpetuate it. That makes matters worse! 

E. Recommendation. (In view of the considerations 
above): 

1. Synod decide to return to bieimial meetings. 
2. (If 1. does not carry) Synod decide to refer the "rob­

lem of annual Synods to the Classes. 
3. (If 1. carries) Synod refer to a Committee to report 

to this Synod the question of the necessary adjust-
ments. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. L. SCHAVER. 

Received as information. 
In view of the above decision, Synod decides: 
1. That the next Synod D. V. will meet on \Vednesday, 

June 14,1939, at 8:30 A. M. 
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2. To call the attention of Classis MinnesotH, which 
overtnred Synod in re a possible enlargement of the 

. Executive Committee for Home Missions (cf. Over­
tures 7 and 30 in Agenda II), to the decision not.to 
return to bienuial Synods. 

ARTICLE 108 

The followingaommuuication is received: 
'''The Christian Reformed Synod of 1938. 
DEAR BRETHREN: 

The undersigned wishes to express his heartfelt appreciation of 
-the :fact that Synod has seen fit to re-elect him as Editor in chief 
of The Banner. In view of the fact that Synod has taken cognizance 
·of the communication of the Neland Ave. Consistory regarding thi,:; 

. matter, we can without any hesitation ac'cept the reappointment. 
Though keenly aware of our limitations, we shall 9.0 our best to 
perform this work for the edification of our people and the spiritual 
welfare of the Church so dear to our -heart. 

, Yours in our Lord, 
H. J. KUIPER," 

The clerk informs Synod that the Rev. H. Keegstra ac­
cepts the reappointment as Editor in chief of De Wachler. 

Received a.' information. 

ARTICLE 109 

A long distance telephone message from Dr. J. C. De 
Korne, chosen by Synod to sncceed Dr. H. Beets as Mis­
sion Director, informs .Synod that he wishes to reserve 
his decision until after Snnday, to give him an opportun­
ityto consult his church and consistory. He also wishes 
to thank Synod for the confidence placed in him and asks 
for the pr·ayers of the churches. 

Received as information. 
A motion prevails to request Dr. H. Beets, in case Dr. 

J .. C. De Korne should decline the appointment, to con­
tinne to serve as Mission Director nntil the next Synod 
can choose a successor. 

Dr. Beets declares his readiness to serve, the Lord will­
ing, until a snccessor has been obtained. 

Reqived as in/ormation. 

ARTICLE 110 

Synod receives the following report of the Advisory 
Committee in re the Revision of the Compendinm: 
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ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to the 
Report of the Committee to Revise the Proof Texts in the 
Heidelberg Catechism. This Committee reports that it 
did not deem it wise to fulfil its mandate, and gives 
reasons for its decision (cf. Agenda II, pp. 100-101). 

Your Committee recommends: 
1. That ,Synod discharge this Committee and thank it 

for whatever labors it may have performed. 
2. That Synod concur in the decision of thi,s Commit-·. 

tee. 
Adopted. 

ARTICLE 111 

The Committee on Form of Attestation, appointed by 
the Synod of 1936 (cf. Acts 1936, pp. 51 and 151) reports. 
that it is not yet ready to submit a report. 

Synod decides to continue this Committee .and to in-· 
struct it to submit the results of its study to the next 
Synod. 

ARTICLE 112 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee' 
on Protests and Appeals A (cf. Art. 94) : 

VII. An appeal of Mr. Fred Katje from the decisions 
of Classis Kalamazoo relative to his case. 

1. Documents submitted: 
a. Minutes of Classis Kalamazoo relative to this case. 
h. Minutes of Classis Gr-and Rapids East relative to 

this case. 
c. The answer of the Consistory of East Martin to the 

charges made against pastor and Consistory, ad­
dressed to Class1s Kalamazoo. 

d. Various reports on this case by Committees of 
Classis Grand Rapids East and Classis Kalamazoo .. 

Received as information. 
2. It is the opinion of your Committee that this appeal 

is legally before Synod. 
Received a.< information. 
3. Mr. Fred Katje has lodged various protests against 

his Consistory and his pastor during a period of more 
than seven years, ,appealing repeatedly to the Classis from 
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the de'Cisions of his Consistory, to Classis Grand Rapids 
East and later to Classis Kalamazoo, Classis Kalamazoo 
has sustained the Consistory of East Martin in 'every point 
of protest. Mr. Katje hereby appeals to Synod from tbe 
decisions of. Classis Kalamazoo. 

Received as information. 
[NOTE: Points 4 and 5 of the Report of the Advisory Com­

mittee, containing a brief history of the case, are­
here omitted. A complete copy of the Report is. 
filed in the Synodical archives.] 

6. The opinion of your Committee. 
After having examined the various documents care­

fully, and having heard Mr. Katje, your Committee is of 
the opinion that Class.is Kalamazoo made the proper dis­
pos.al of the caEe, and that Mr. Katje should not be sus­
tained in any of the points of his protest. 

Received as information. 
7. Advice to Synod. 
a. Synod decide not to sustain the appeal of Mr. Katje. 

Grounds: 
1) The reply of the Consistory to Classis Kalamazoo 

plainly reveals that there is no just cause of protest 
and appeal. 

2) The documents ,as well as the testimony of the 
brother reveal that he has not sufficiently labored 
for peace and reconciliation (Witness the fact of the 
multitude of his. protests, the long period during 
which he has protested and that he frequently puts 
the worst possible interpretation on the acts and 
statements of his consistory). 

b. Synod remind the brother of these passages from 
Scripture: 

"Blessed are the peacemakers," Matt. 5 :9. 
"Doing nothing through faction or through vainglory, 
hut in lowliness of mind each counting the other 
hetter than himself, not looking each of you to his 
own things, hut each of you also to the things of 
others," Phil. 2 :3, 4. 

c. Synod decid,e that a complete copy of this Report as 
adopted by Synod be sent to Mr. Katje, to the Consistory 
of East Martinr and to Classis KaLamazoo. 

Adopted. 
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8. The Rev. A. Wassink has withdrawn himself from 
the consideration of the Katje case, due to former associa­
tion with the protestant as a memher of one of his 
.churches. 

Received as information. 

ARTICLE 113 

Continuatiouof the Report of the Advisory Committee 
·on Protests and Appea'[s B (cf. Art. 77) : 
_ESTEEMED BRETHREN:. 

Your Committee suhmits the following for your con, 
.. sideration in re the "C. J. Scholten Case": 

A. The material suhmitted to us: 
1. Protest against the decisions of the 1937 Synod in re 

C. J. Scholten. 
2. Protest against the Rev. Vos, now deceaeed and Rev. 

Voortman at the time of his release. 
3. Protest against the Rev. C. Groot and Rev. D. 

Walters, Synodical Delegates in re the deposition 
of the Rev. C. J. ,Scholten. 

4. Protest against the decisions of Classis Sioux Center. 
5. Protest against the decision of Classis Sioux Center 

in re the deposition of the Rev. C. J. Scholten. 
6. Protest against the transfer of the credentials, of the 

Rev. J. Gritter. 
Received as information. 
B. On examining the above documents your Commil­

:tee find~: 
1. That they are illegible in many places and exceed­

ingly difficult to read throughout. 
2. That the protestant uses a very intricate method 

so that it is well nigh impossible to arrive at a proper 
understanding. 

S. That he lE'es frequently insulting and offensive 
language. 

4. That he employs·improper and incriminating com-
parisons. 

Received as information. 
C. Our advice: 
1. That Synod instruct C. J. Scholten: 
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a. To ·present legible copies of his documents. 
b. That he avoid all intricateness, needless and 

tedions repetitions. 
c. That he avoid all insulting language . 

. 2. That when Mr. Scholten has prepared snch docu­
ments, he send them to a Committee to be appointed 
by this Synod and provide copies of said documents 
also for Classis Sionx Center. 

3. That this Committee be instructed to advise Synod 
next year so that a final disposition may be made 
of this case. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 119). 

ARTICLE 114 

The following resolution is introduced by the officers 
<of Synod: 

Whereas at every Synod mnch time is consumed by the 
,consideration of protests and appeals; and 

Whereas the Advisory Committee (s) on protests and 
. appeals is, (are) usually overburdened with work in pre­
paring their reports; and 

Whereas much valuable time can be saved by a pre­
liminary investigation and preparation of such protests 
and appeals, 

Synod decides to appoint a Committee on Protests, con­
sisting of the stated clerk of Synod, the professor of 
,church polity and the professor of church history of our 
Seminary, to which all protests and appeals and similar 
documents addressed to the Synod of 1939 are to be s~lb­
mitted. This Committee shal! study these docnments and 
prepare them for a proper disposition by Synod: 

1. By presenting Synod with a brief factual digest of 
these documents and a hrief history of the cases; 

2. By calling Synod's attention to and definitely stat­
ing the problems involved in such cases', as weI! as 
the points on which the parties are at variance; and 

3. By enumerating the Articles of our Church Order 
and the principles which in the opinion of the Com­
mittee are to govern Synod in the disposition of snch 
oases. 

Adopted. 
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ARTICLE 115 

Elder H. Hoeksema addresses Synod briefly on behalf 
of the Gideons, an association of Christian traveling men 
for the distribution of Bibles in hotels, steamships, etc. 
The work of this Society has been endorsed repeatedly by 
former Synods, and many of our churches have shown 
their interest in this work by financial contributions. The 
speaker urges all our delegates to remember that God's 
\Vord wiII not return to Him void, and bespeaks the con­
tinued support of our churches. 

ARTICLE 116 

Dr. S. Volbeda closes this session with prayer and 
thanksgiving. 

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 17 
Seventeenth Session 

ARTICLE 117 

Synod unites in singing No. 406 of the Psalter Hymnal,. 
after which Prof. L. Berkhof invokes the divine blessing. 

ARTICLE 118 

Continuation of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on Prolests and Appeals B (cf. Art. 113) : 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee herewith presents its report iI, the 
matter of the protest of Mr. C. Vaogt against the Con­
sistory of Roseland IV and Classis Illinois: 

A. Documents relating to this case. 
1. Enumeration: 
Anent this case, the following documents were placed in 

the hands of your Committee: 
(a) Protest and Appeal by C. E. Voogt against the Con­

sistory of Roseland IV and Classis Illinois to the Synod of 
the Christian Reformed Chnrch to be held June 8, 1938,. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

(b) A communication from the Consistory of the Fourth 
Christian Reformed church of Roseland, III., to the Synod 
of the Christian Reformed Church meeting in Grand Rap-
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ids, Michigan in June, 1938, giving a brief history of the 
Voogt case and a concise elucidation of their stand regard­
ing this matter - signed by the chainnan and the clerk of 
the Consistory, June 6th. 

(c) The Answer of Classis Illinois to the Protest of Mr. 
Co Voogt, addressed to the Synod of the Christian Reformed 
Church, June 8, Grand Rapids, Mich., and drawn up and 
presented by a Committee appointed and authorized by 
Classis to prepwre tMB answer. 

(d) A document presenting Material Concerning the 
Voogt Case and bearing that title, prepared from the ar­
chives and minutes of Classis by its Stated Clerk and con­
taining his signature. 

(e) A Supplement to the Brotest and Appeal of Mr. C. 
Voogt by himself in reply to a communication presented 
by the Consistory of Roseland IV to Classis on May 17, 1938, 
concerning which the author remarks, that it contains all 
the earmarks of being intended for the Synod of 1938, but 
to which be has had no opportunity to reply. 

(f) An Ow,rture from the Consistory of the Fourth 
Christian Reformed church of ChicagO', Ill. to the Synod 
of the Chris'tian Reformed Church in session at Grand Rap­
ids, Mich. on June 8, taking exception to some features of 
the decisions of Classis in the Voogt case. 

Received as information. 
2. Admissibility. 
'Vilh respect to the admissihility of these documents, 

the Committee presents the following information and 
advice: 

(a) The Protest and Appeal of Mr. C. E. Voogt is directed 
against both the Consistory of the Fourth Christian Re­
formed church of Roseland, Ill., and against the Classis 
Illinois. It calls for consideration from this angle under 
·€ach of these two aspects: 

1) There is abundant evidence in the minutes of Classis 
to the effect that Mr. Voogt gave Classis notice of ap­
peal on Jan. 18, 1938 (see Art. 14 und€r that date) and 
presented the Protest and Appeal to Classi. on May 
17, 1938 (see Art. 31 under that date). Therefore 
your Committee judges, that this document as far as 
directed against Classis Illinois is legally before Synod 
and advises Synod so to declare. 

Adopted. 
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2) There 'is no evidence tbat a copy of this Protest and 
Appeal was presented to the Consis,tory of Roseland 
IV. However, since that Consisltory has prepared and 
is presenting a history of the case and an elucidation 
of its stand, and since in that document no objections 
are raised against the admiS'sdbility of the Protest and 
Alppeal, your Committee judges, lehat also as far as 
directed against the Consistory of Roseland IV the 
Protest and Appeal can be considered to be legally 
before Synod, and advises Synod so to declare. 

Adopted. 
(b) The Communication from the Consistory of the 

Fourth ChriMian Reformed church of Roseland, Ill., heing 
the defense of that body as of one of the two parties against 
whom the Protest is lodged, and being dnly signed by the 
chairman and the clerk of that Consistory, is, in the judg­
ment of your Committee, legally before Synod, and we ad­
vi,," Synod so to declare. 

Adopted. 
(c) The Answer of Classis Illinois to the Protest of Mr. 

C. Voogt, being the defense of one of the two bodies against 
whose action the brother proteslts, is legally before Synod, 
and we advise Synod so to declare. 

Adopted. 
(d) The document presenting material concerning the 

Voogt Case. This is a copy of the minutes of Classis Illi- , 
nois relating to this case and prepared by and bearing the' 
signature of the Stated Clerk of the Cla'S'sis. It is, in our 
opinion, legally before Synod, and we advise Synod so to 
declare. 

Adopted. 
(e) The Supplement to the Protest and Appeal of Mr. 

C: Voogt is presented by the protesting brother on the 
ground that he had no opportunity to reply to the hdstory 
and elucidation presented by the Consistory of Roseland 
IV. In the opinion of your Committee, this is an insuffi­
cient ground, since by implication the admission of this 
supplement would in turn jU'S.tify the Consistory in ,de­
manding the right to elucidate it, and so forth, ad infinitum. 
We therefore advise Synod not to accept the supplement 
as an addition to the Protest, since from the nature of the 
case it was not presented to the bodies· protested against. 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938 111 

As a communication shedding additional historical light 
it can, however, be used without harm. 

Adopted. 
(f) The Overture from the Consistory of. the Fourth 

Christian Reformed church of Chicago coming from one' 
of our Consistories and as duly announced to the Classis 
from whose decisions it voices dissent, is legally before' 
Synod, and we advise Synod so to declare. 

Adopted. 
B. History of the Case. 
It can be summa~ized as follows: 
1. The p'rotestant, Mr. C. E. Voog!, a meniber of the 

Fourth Christian Reformed church of Roseland, Chicago, 
Ill., superintendent of its Sunday School, and a member of 
the Board of the Chicago Christian High School, concurred 
in April, 1936, in the Board's action in publishing its bro­
chure, "The Truth About the Chicago Situation," being the' 
Board's defense against the brochure by Dr. H. Kuiper,. 

,. pastor of Roseland IV, "The, Chicago Situation." 
2. In July, 1936, the Consistory informed Mr. Voogt of 

the fact that it held him guilty as co-responsible for the 
publication of the brochure of the Board, of upholding false 
doctrine and of falsely accusing his pastor, that he ougbrt 
to confess his guilt puhlicly in The Banner ",s, well as before 
the Consistory, and, since he refused to do so, advised him 
to abstaiu from Communion. 

3. Mr. Voogt, who did not heed thos advice of the Con­
sistory, protes,ted to the action of the Consistory in admon­
ishing him and in keeping his case in statu quo till the close 
of the Synod of 1937. April 6 hie ,presented his protest to 
the Consistory, and on Ap~il 27 he sent his protest to the 
Stated Clerk of Classis. . 

4. In its May session the Clas,sis did not at once enter 
upon the Protest, but proceeded to try to effed'a reconcili­
ation in loco through Committees appointed for that pur­
pose. The original Committee for reconciliation was aug­
mented at the session of Classis on Sept. 19, 1937. These 
Committees failed in their effm!s. 

5. On January 18; 1938, Classis was forced to recognize' 
this failure, when Mr. Voogt gave notice of his intent to 
appeal to Synod. However, whOle concurring in certain 
advices given by its Reconciliation Committee to the Con-
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sis tory of Roseland IV, Classis neglected to take up the 
Protest of Mr, Voogt against his Consistory in order to give 
him a formal anwer, 

6, Atthe May session of Classis Mr, Voogt presented to 
Classis his Protest and Appeal to the coming Synod, and 
the Consistory of Chicago IV presented an overture protest­
ing against the failure of Classis to answer the Protest of 
Mr, Voogt against his Cons,istory. Classis then proceeded 
to prepare an answer to that Protest, against which answer 
the Consistory of Chicago IV reserved the right to protest 
at Synod. Classis also ordered a Committee to prepare an 
.answer for Synod. 

Received as information. 

C. Elements in the Action of Consistory and Classis 
against which brother Voogt Protests. 

The Protest and Appeal of brother Voogt raises the fol­
lowing points, upon which Synod is called to express itself, 
if it is to give a complete answer to the brother': 

1. First of all, there is the formal point raised under II, 
My Protest Against t:JJieConsisiory of Roseland IV and 
Classis Illinois, p, 23. He protests agains'! the failure 
of the Consistory and the Classis to give him an an­
swer to his original Brotest, lodged against his Con­
sis,tory with bis Classis at its May session in 1937. 
This original Protest can be read as Exhabit B on 
pages 3 and 4 of his Protest and Appeal to Synod and 
was presented to his Consistory on April 6th, 1937. 
Whether or not Synod must entertain the rest of his 
complaints, hinges npon Synod's decision with re­
s,pect to this formal point. If Synod decides this point 
favorably to the protestant, then the original Protest 
of Mr. Voogt against his Consistory must be consid­
ered.· Its two claims are, that his Consistory had no 
right to advise him to abstain from the Lord's Sup­
per, and that it had no right to keep his. case in sus­
pension nntil the close of the sessions of the Synod 
of 1937. Since here the two questions will have to be 
considered of the correctness of the Consistory's mode 
of procedure and of the correctness <if the Consis­
tory's two charges, Synod will have to express itself, 
in addition to the above point 1, on the following: 
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2. The propriety of the Consistory's advice that Mr. 
Voogt abstain from the Lord's Supper. 

3. The propriety of the CDnsistory's suspension of his 
case till the close of the Synod. 

4. The correctness of the CDnsistory's charge that brO'. 
VDOgt is guilty Df uphDlding false doctrine.· 

5. The CDrrectness of the charge of the Consistory that 
the brothler is guilty of false accusation againslt his 
pastor. . 

Received as infDrmatiDn. 
D. The First PDint Df the PrDtest and Appeal. 
The point is stated clearly and emphatically under II, My 

Protest AgainM the Consistory of Roseland IV and Classis 
Illinois, in the following paragraph: 

"I believed then and do believe now, brethren. that 
I am entitled to an answer. The Consistory refnsed 
this ans,wer. Classi" Illinois refnsed to give an an­
swer. My· appeal to Synod is, that Synod express 

. itself on the contents of my protest." 
We shall have to inquire into the evidence for the claim, 

that his protest was nDt answered by Classis, the lDgical 
bDdy to' judge Df and make dispDsitiDn with regard to' the 
protest against the OonsistDry. What are the facts? 

Classi. did not immediately answer the PrDtest,but sent 
Committees Df RecDnciliatiDn. When these failed in their 
·eff Drts, Classis cDncurred in the advices given by the last 
one Df those CDmmittees to' the CDnsistory Df RDseland IV. 
(See Transcript Classical Minutes, Art. 12, Jan. 18, 1938.) 
Against the inactiDn of Classis regarding an answer to' Mr. 
VDDgt Dn his Protest, the CDnsistDry Df ChicagO' IV pro­
tested in an overture to the May Classis. In answer to' this 
overture, Classis srtated: 

"Virtllalllf Classis certainly did enter in upDn hi~ pro­
test and Classis took a definite pDsitiDn regarding the 
charge (,deliberate misrepresentation and false dDctrine'). 
VDOgt Protest, pp. 21 and 22. 

"Technically Classis has nDt yet answered the prDtest 
of brother Voogt. The reason is, that Class;s advised 
brother Voogt to withdraw his protest (see p. 22 of Voogt 
Protest to Synod). Since he failed to do sO' we now advise 
Classis to' give its answer at this time, whether we uphold 
brother Voogt's protest yes or no." 
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The reply to the Protest which Classis then forthwith 
proceeded to draw np, drew forth the Overture from the­
Consistory of Chicago IV, which is now before Synod. In 
its claim, that it had virtually entered in upon the protest, 
Classis bad reference to its action of Jan. 18, 1938, in con­
curring in the advice of its last Reconciliation Committee 
to the Consistory of Roseland IV. See Art. 12 of Jan. 18,_ 
and compare Voogt Protest and Appeal, p. 21. 

From this history it is apparent, 
a. That the contention of Mr. Voogt is, correct in the­

sense that till May 17,1938, there was, in the technical 
sense, no answer to hls Proteslt. 

b. 'I1hat the contention of Mr. Voogt is correct in the 
sense, that till Jan. 18, 1938, there was no answer to 
his P~otest in any sense. 

c. That Classis proceeded to formulate its answer to 
Voogt',s Protest only when facing his Protest and Ap­
peal to Synod and the Overture from Chicago IV to 
Classis charging Classis with failure to answer the­
Protest. 

d. When, on Jan. 18, 1938, Classis· resolved to concur in 
the advice its Committee of Reconciliation had given 
to the Consistory and the protestant and which the 
Consistory has accepted, while the protestant had re­
jected it, the latter was in no wise apprised of the fact, 
that that concurrence was going to be construed by 
Classis as not merely its approval of some advice 
given in attempts to effect a reconciliation, but also 
as a virtual answer to the Protest. 

Advice to Synod: 
In view of this history, we advise Synod to sustain brother 

Voogt in the first and formal point of his Protest and Ap­
peal, as found under II of his document, p. 23, and to pro­
ceed to express itself on the contents of his protest against 
his Consistory. 

Adopted. 
Advice Regarding the Overture from Chicago IV. 
We further advise Synod to sl1sltain the Overture pre­

sented here by the Consistory of C!J:ricago IV in its conten­
tion, that Classis erred when, on Jan. 18, 1938, it concurred 
in advice given the defendant in re the Voogt Proteslt, i. e., 
the Consistory of Roseland IV, instead of giving an answer 
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to the complainant, i. e" brother Voogt, now, that the ef­
forts to effect a reconciliation had finally failed. 
~Adopied. 

We also inform Synod, that in our opinion the Overture 
of Chicago IV is herewith sufliciently answered,since the 
rest of its ohjections lie against various elements in the' 
answer of Classis to the Protest, which answer will be 
superseded by that of Synod. 

Adopted. 
E. The Public Aspects of the Voogt Case. ' 
In this case, the fact never drops out of sight, that it 

arose out of another dispute which at the time was very 
seriously disturbing all our churches and especially thDse 
in the Chicago district. The third section of Mr. Voogt's 
Protest and Appeal to this Synod is entirely devoted to this 
aspect. In its, closing paragraph it calls attention to the 
danger of the rise of new disturbances in connection with 
his case. ,Ve quote: 

"Brethren, the entire Board of the Chicago Christian Higlh 
School, as well as myself, yea, hundreds, of members of the 
Chit'. Ref. churches in Chicagoland, are rejoicing in the 
peace and harmony which has been restored in our com­
munity mainly due to the wise action on the part of the 

'Synod of 1937." ... "Why must this happy relationship, 
this splendid progTess made, again be disrupted . . . ?" 

Similarly the overture of Chicago IV ends with the fol-
lowing paragraph: ' 

"Brethren, we rejoice in the peace and harmony which 
has been restored in our Chicago churches due to the action 
of the 1937 Synod. We, too, wholeheartedly accept Synod's 
action. We hope and pray, that this peace may not again 
be disrupted." 

And tl,e answer to the Protest and Appeal whkh Class;s 
Ulinois ordered prepared and submitted to this Synod is 
strong in expressing s,imilar sentences. We quote: 

"V. We finally must point out to Synod that there is 
some element of danger in this case, danger to the peace of 

,the churches. 
"Not that our churches today are dis,turbed by this case. 

Not at all. Only Mr. Voog! and a few close associates are 
disturbed. The great mass of our people clearly see and 
honestly recognize the fact that much in the Orange Book 
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stands condemned in our circles. They want peace, not 
new controversy. 

"But there is one danger signal that must not be ignored. 
That danger may be summarized as follows: 

"A. If Mr. Voogt and his friends continue to take the 
p<A.<ition that the Orauge Book must be upheld, then it is 
quite inevitable that many of our people will begin to ques­
tion the sincerity of the Board's declaration of agreement 
with Synod. And then all true peace will be impossible. 
And such questions are already being asked. 

B. If Synod should (which we do not at all fear) take 
the position that no confession can be asked of Mr. Voogt 
because the Orange Book was not referred to in the Synod­
ical decision, there will be at once two disastrous, conse­
quences: 

1. A new controversy will immediately break out on 
the basis of the Orange Book and its contents. 

2. If the posWon is not upheld at .synod that certain 
parts of the Orange Bookstand condemned, in effect, 
this synodical attitude will be interpreted by some 
as ,a negative approval of the Orange Book, and thus 
the important doctrinal decisions of the last Synod 
will be made of none effect. In other words, if 
Synod of 1938 desires to uphold Synod of 1937, it 
must support the position that certain false doctrine.; 
have been defended in the Orange Book, as the Con­
sistory of Roseland IV contends." Answer of Classis 
to Protest and Appeal, Pl'. 9 and 10. 

From these quotations it appears, that the protestant, the 
Consistory of Chicago IV, and the Classis of Illinois are all 
agreed in judging that due to its connection with the \Veze­
man-case and with the Orange Book, the Voogt case is 
charged with danger for the peace of the Chicago 
churches. And it is well for Synod to give due heed to 
this angle of the case and diligently to study the probable 
effects of its decisions on the peace of those churches. 

In view of this ~,ituation it is proper to consider and 
compare the different points of view from which the peace 
of the Chicago churches is viewed as being threatened. 
The point of view of Classis Illinois is plain. For the 
sake of the peace of the churches care must be taken that 
the effect of the decisions of the 1937 Synod in re the 
\Vezeman Case in their doctrinal aspects he not weakened. 
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The point of view of Mr. Voogt also can easily be inferred 
from statements occurring' in the part of his Protest and 
Appeal, beginning on p. 23, and bearing the heading: 
III. The Doctrinal Isslle and My Appeal to Synod. The 
entire section begins with these words: 

"It is clear, I am sure, that certain demands are. made on 
me because of my membership in the High School Board." 

And among the separate points whioh he brings forWard 
under this heading, point 3 deserves to be quoted in its 
entirety: 

"3. There are twenty-four members serviug on the High 
School Board. Many of these are office-bearers in the 
Christian Reformed Church. Not a single Consistory has 
started any action against a member or office-bearer in 
their church except Roseland IV. I feel that it is an in­
justice to discriminate against me as in my opinion Classis 
Illinois has done. Class"s Illinois has found me guilty of 
upholding false doctrine and slandering my pastor. My 
qnestion is how Classis Illinois can hold me guilty of up­
holding false doctrine and not hold this same charge against 
the many other Christian Reformed board members? If 
Clas,sis Illinois holds me guilty, should not the other board 
members have been condemned? 

"My appeal to you is, that Synod express itself on this 
strange procedure and the apparent inconsistency on the 
part of Class"s Illinois." 

(In parentheses we may inform Synod that Classis Illi­
nois in its answer declares that no one is, contemplating 
any disciplinary action against any other board member. 
See las t page.) 

It is the judgment of your Committee, that these mutual 
fears, on the one hand, that on the basis of a decision 
reached in the Voogt case, now pending, similar action 
might still at this late date be instituted against other men 
co-responsible for the publication of the Orange Book, and, 
on the other, that on the basis of such.a decision the Orange 
Book might by some be upheld as sound in doctrine and 
not at all affected by the synodical decisions, of 1937 con­
cerning the Bible Notes of Dr. Wezeman, have been the 
main factor in postponing settlement of the Voogt case 
and allowing it to reach the highest judicatory of our 
Church. And perhaps it is well that the course of events 
has been such. For now the way is open for Synod, as far 
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as ecclesiastical action can do so, once for all to allay those 
, fears. . 

However, in'order to do so, Synod will have to take some 
cognizance of the Orange Book so-called, which is a publi­
cation of the Board' of the Chicago Chris,tian High School 
bearing the name: The Truth About the Chicago Situation, 
and which the then president of the Board introduced to the 
public iu a preface as "the official answer of the Board of 
the Chicago Christian High School to the charges made 
by Dr. H. Kuiper in his pamphlet, 'The Chicago Situation,' 
directed against the board and its principal, Dr. F. H. Weze­
man." The Synod can properly do so,' since attention is 
called to ilby Mr. Voogt, Classis, Illinois, and Chicago IV, 
and any attempt to evaluate the charges against Mr. Voogt 
necessitates some evaluation also of this book, from his, co­
responsibility for which, the charges are deduced. Further­
more, the Synod will have to take cognizance of a ~esolution 
pas-sed unanimously we are informed, by the Board of the 
Chicago Ohristian High School at its meeting of July, 1937, 
and reading as follows:, "A motion is made and supported 
to abide by the decision of the Synod of 1937 of the Chris­
tian Reformed Church in regard the Wezeman case and 
to concur in the statement made by Dr. Wezeman in settle­
ment of the controversy." (See Protest and Appeal, 1, 24). 

The statement of Dr. Wezemau, to which reference is 
made and in which the Board by its resolution of July, 1937, 
concurred, is found on page 115 of the Acts of the Synod 
of 1937, and reads as follows: 
"ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

"I am in receipt of your communication. You are aware 
of the fact that I have repeatedly stated that my Bible 
Courses do contain a few statements that are erroneous. 
Synod condemns these passages. I subscribe to the judg­
ment passed upon these passages by Synod and herewith 
repudiate the teaching condemned therein as being con­
trary to the Word of God and the Confeslsion. (Signed) 
F. H. Wezeman." 

The Synod of 1937 declared itself satisfied with this con­
fession of Dr_ Wezeman. It would seem that fears for the 
peace of the churches in the Chicago district, exp-ressed to 
Synod in various documents legally before it in connection 
with the Voogt case, ought to quiet down, if Synod would 
recognize the fact that the Board of the Chicago Christian 
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Higih School, by concurring in this statement made by Dr. 
Wezeman, then principal of said High School, has in effect 
repudiated the teaching condemned by the Synod of 1937 
in certain passages of Dr. Wezeman's Bible Notes, specified 
and quoted in the decisions of that Synod, and would declare 
that it takes this repudiation as applyiug also to the Orauge 
Book in as far as that defense by the Chicago Christian 
High School Board of its' principal has upheld erroneous 
teachings condemned as contrary to the Word of God and 
the Confession by the Synod of 1937. 

We therefore advise Synod to adopt the following dec­
laration: . 

Whereas, in connection with the Voogt Case, now offi­
dally before this Synod, fears have heen expressed by the 
protes,tant,. his Classis, and the Consistory of Chicago IV,. 
.of possible harmful consequences that may flow from his 
,case and its final disposition for the peace of our churches 
in the Chicago dis,trict, and, 

Whereas, thase fears all spring from the bearing which 
thiis case and itsfinaldispasition may have an the inferences 
which some may drawin the future either as to the integ­
rity and sincerity af the cancurrence af the Baara·· of the 
ChicagO' Chiristian High Schaal in the statement made by 
Dr. Wezeman to' the Synad af 1937; and recorded ail page 
115 of the Acts af Synad, ar as to' the questian whether the 
publicatian af the said Baard, under the name of The Truth 
About the Chicago Situation, which was a defense af the 
principal af the High Schaol and a defense of the doctrinal 
.soundness of his Bible Nates, was or was nat indirectly af­
fected by the decisians af the Synad of 1937, and, 

Whereas, this present Synod ·shauld be and is seriausly 
interested and eager diligently to' labar in the preservation 
,af peace and saund dactrine in all aur churches, alsO' in 
thase of the ChicagO' district, . 

Synod declares, that it interprets and evaluates the decla­
ratian af cancurrence in the statement by Dr. Wezeman to 
the Synad of 1937, made in a ,published resolutian by the 
Baard af the ChicagO' Christian High Schaal at its meetiug 
·af July, 1937, as a sufficient repudiatian af all erraneous 
,dactrines candemned by the Synad af 1937, alsO' in as far 
·as such teaching was previously upheld and defended in the 
pamphlet called The Truth Abaut the Chicago Situatian, 0'11 

the part of the Baard of the Chicago Christian High Schaal 
·and af every member af that Baard. 

Adopted. 
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F. The Original Protest of Brother Voogt Against the 
Consi.,tory of Roseland IV. 

Your Committee trusts that now that the public aspect 
of this case has been, as we sincerely hope, effectively dis­
posed of, the original protest of brotber Voogt need not 
make heavy demands upon the time of Synod. As your' 
Committee analyzes it, it contains two distinct complaints,: 

1. It protests against the Consistory's action in advising: 
him to abs,tain from the Lord's Supper instead of pro­
ceeding to censure by debarring him from the Sacra­
ment. 

2. It protests against the Consistory's action in continuing: 
his case in statu quo till after the end of the Synod 
of 1937. 

The two further points, are involved rather than ex-· 
pressed in his original Protest as found in Exhibit B of his 
Protest and Appeal. They concern the correctness of the· 
two charges agains,t him, viz.: 

1. Of having upheld false doctrine by concurring in the 
publication of the Orange Book; 

2. Of false accusation in charging his pastor with delib­
erate misrepresentation, Orange Book, p. 95. 

There is evidence that brother Voogt has at various· times 
come close to admission 'of these two charges or to declar­
ing his readiness to apologize for these sins. But there is. 
also evidence, that at otiher times he more or less resolutely' 
denied these charges. As' he even now states in his Supple­
ment:"Dr. Kuiper and myself, as the new document states,. 
are at odds on two points: 

1. Mr. Voogt has sinned in upholding false doctrine, 
2. Mr. Voogt has slandered his pastor." 
(This statement of his refers to paragraph 2 under I on 

page 1 of the Consdstory's History and Elucidation of the· 
case, where the identical two charges occur, though formu-· 
lated more carefully and precisely.) And the fact itself,. 
that he failed to follow up the Consistory's advice to ahstain 
from the Lord's Supper is, in harmony only with the suppo­
sition that he was not convinced of his guilt on the points 
on which the Consistory was admonishing him. 

Since the discussion of the propriety of the Consistory's 
(procedure becomes meauingless except on the supposition. 
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of the brother's guilt, we shall now first take up the ques-· 
tion of the brother's guilt. 

1. As to the charge that brother Voogt in virtue of his 
co-responsibility of the publishing of fue Orange Book was· 
guilty of upholding false doctrine, two Ipoints must be dis­
tinguished. Did he share the responsibility for that publi­
cation and the contents of the book? The question has 
never been in dispnte. The other question is whether the' 
Orange Book did actually uphold false doctrine. On this. 
point it must be said that though no doubt oral efforts were' 
made to show this to the brother, the documents nowhere 
offer a statement in substantiation of the claim that the' 
Orange Book upholds or upheld false doctrine. The only 
attempt at substantiation is found in the Answer of Classis 
lIlinois to the Protest and Appeal of broIber Voogt to Synod. 
The material found there under I and II, particularly under 
II, a,p. 8, shoum have been given brother Voogt long ago. 

1. We advise Synod to supply Mr. Voogt with evidence 
that the pronouncement of the Synod of 1937 on the' 
doctrinal issues of the Wezeman Case indirectly also, 
involved the Orange Book, by pointing him to the fol-· 
lowing instances: 
a. A passage from the Bible Notes, O. T. I, p. 27, con-· 

demned in the Acts of Synod of 1937, pages 270-
272, is upheld in Ibe Orange Book, pages 70-72. 

b. Passages from the Bible Notes, O. T. I, pages 25, 
and 33, condemned by the Acts of Synod of 1937. 
pages 274-275, are upheld in the Orange Book, . 

. pages 68-70. 
c. A passage from the Bible Notes, Life and Letters! 

of Paul, p. 94, condemned in the Acts of Synod 
of 1937, pages 275-277, is upheld in the Orange 
Book, pages 117-119. 

Adopted. 
Now we furthermore advise Synod to declare that brother 

Voogt, by becoming co-responsible for the pUblication of 
the Orange Book, also became co-responsible fbr any er­
roneous doctrine, contrary to Holy Writ and the Confes­
sion, which that book upheld, and, therefore, became 
chargeable with the sin of puhlicly upholding false doctrine .. 

Adopted. 
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2 .. As to the charge, that brother Voogt, in virtue of his 
co-responsibility for the publication of the Orange Book, 
became guilty of falsely accusing his pastor of deliberate 
misrepresentation in a statement on page 95 of that publi­
.cation, we offer She following observations: 

a. When ~be brother, on page 25 of his Protest and Ap­
peal, asserts that the proper reading on this page is; 
"here we believe that the critics," he is mistaken. 'The 
inoriminated passage reads literally a.s follows: 
"Again we say tbat these words employed by the 
critics convict them of deliberate misrepresentation, 
and a wilful failure to give all the facts" (Orange 
Book, p. 95). 

b. When the brother, on page 25 of his Protest and Ap~ 
peal, points to the evident fact that tbe passage speaks 
not of D~'. Kuiper only but also of the other critics of 
the Bible Notes of Dr. Wezeman, he will, of course; 
also ohserve that the implication of those others 
makes whatever guilt there may be found to be at­
taching to this statement of the Orange Book not less 
but greater. 

c. When the brother, on page 25 of his Protest and Ap­
peal, argues that it is the duty of Dr. Kuiper or the 
critics of Dr: Wezeman "to make a statement to the, 
effect that the misrepresentatiou which be believes is 
made in Dr. Kuiper's Blue.Book, p. 25, was made not 
deliberately but mistakenly, before protestant can be 
demanded to make a confession, he is in error. It is 
the duty of those who are reSiponsible for the state­
ment, "fbat these words, employed by the critics con­
vict them of deliberate misrepresentation, and a wilful 
failure to give all the facts," to substantiate their as­
'sertion; it is not the duty of those so accused to try to 
clear themselves of so serious a charge. 

d. There is evidence pointing to a failure on the part of 
brother Voogt, to appreciate the significance of the 
words "deliberate" and "wilful" in the incriminated 
passage from p. 95 of the Orange Book. One may be 
ready to grant the "misrepresentation" and the "fail­
ure" the sentence charge the critics of Dr. Wezeman 
with, and one may even be ready to grant tha.t the 
misrepresentation and failure are serious indeed, but 
it is a far different thing to say that such misrepresen-
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tation is deliberate and such failure is ,intentional. 
The Consistory of Roseland IV is correct in pointing , 
out, that the accusation against the critics of Dr. ' 
Wezeman does "involve an evil judgment upon the 
heart of a brother notwithstanding Scripture 
warns that God only knoweth ,the heart and that love 
thinketh no evil." (See its History and Elucidation, 
p. 3, II, b.) , 

,Ve advise Synod to declare that protestant, by becoming 
eo~responsible for the publication of the Orange Book, 
which states, "that these words employed by tbe critics 
convict them of deliberate misrepresentation, and a wilful 
failure to give all the facts," became chargeable with the 
sin of false accusation, which accusation involves an evil 
judgment upon the heart of a brother' notwithstanding 
Scripture warns that God only knows the heart and that 
love thinketh no evil. ' 

Adopted. 
'Ve can now proceed to the question of the propriety of 

the Consistory's procedure in dealing with Mr. Voog!. He 
protests against their mere advice that he abstain from 
the Lord's Table instead of either dropping their admoni­
tions or proceeding to outright censure. And he protests 
against their keeping his case in "statu quo" till after the 
Synod of 1937. 
, At the outset of our discussion we wish to call ,Synod's 
attention to the fact that with regard to the action of the 
Consistory brother Voogt labored under several mis­
apprehensions. When he says in his protest to the Con­
:sistory: "It all finally resolves into this one fact that I am 
a member of the Chicago Christian High School Board 
and acting in that capacity have concurred in decisions 
made by this Board which do not meet with the approval 
of the Consistory," (Page 4 of his Protest and Appeal), 
he essentially understates the facts and fails to appreciate 
the plain fact that the objections which the Consistory had 
against those decisions, of the Board were objections 
against their ethical and doctrinal implications. 

Again, he says (same document, same page): "The Con­
,sis tory casts reflections upon my spiritual life, the Consis­
tory passes judgment on a matter, and does: all tIl;s with 
the expectation that some Synodical decision may validate 
whatever they have done. The Consistory seemingly basing 
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its action against me on the supposition that Synod will 
make some utterance which will sustain the Consistory in 
their procedure." Here he fails to see that the Consistory 
admonished him to abstain from Communion because the 
Consistory judged that he was living in sin. Certainly the 
sins of upholding false doctrine and of falsely accusing a 
brother, of which sins the Consistory was trying to convince 
him, are not contingent upon any fnture Synodical decision. 
But brother Voogt appears to have assumed that so long 
as the Synod had not pronounced judgment in the Weze­
man Case, there was no sin. However, in Reformed Church 

. Polity the primary judge whether in a given instance a 
member is guilty of actionable sin is not the Synod nor the 

. Classis, but the Consistory, and the sin is always prior to· 
the judgment that takes cognizance of its presence. 

Since these underlying assumptions of his p.rotest against 
the action of his Consistory are plainly mistaken, his pro­
test can not be sustaiued 

Your Committee therefore advises Synod to declare that 
brother Voog!'s protest against the action of the Consistory 
in his case can not be sustained. Grounds: 

a. He is WTong in his assumption that his Consistory 
had no right to admonish him on the basis of its own 
spiritual evaluation of the Orange Book, for which 
book he was co-responsible. 

b. He was WTong in his assumption that the Consistory 
was thinking that the validity of its action would be· 
supplied by a future decision of Synod. 

c. He was WTong in his assumption that his Consistory 
could not in view of the peculiar circumstances con­
tinue the admonition preliminary to the actual impo­
sition of censure for an unusual length of time. 

Adopted. 
Herewith we consider the Protest of brother Voogt 

against his Consistory to be answered .. and his request to· 
Synod to he met. 

G. About the final .ettlemen! 'of the Vcogl Case. 
This question is involved in the points 1 and 5 of the' 

Overture of Chicago IV. Point 1 objects to the advice of 
the Committee of Recoucil;,rtion as concurred in by Classis, 
that Mr. Voogt declare his full agreement with the motion 
passed unanimously by the Board of the Chicago Christian 
High School in July, 1937, and also found in the report of 
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Clasds, cf. The Banner of October, 1937, wherein the Board 
expresses its submission to the decisions of the 1937 Synod 
in ·re the Wezeman case, on the ground that Mr. Voogt had 
concurred in the resolution of the Board and Classis had 
.accepted that resolution as satisfactory. 

Two questions suggest themselves in this connection. 
The one is whether Mr. Voogt has not given occasion for 
doubting the sincerity of his concurrence in the unanimous 
declaration of the Board of which he is a member of its 
concurrence in the sitatement made by Dr. Wezeman at the 
end of bis trial before the Synod of 1937. The other ques­
tion is whether that declaration of the Board, in which Mr. 
Voogt concurred, should not have moved the. Consistory of 
Roseland IV to alter somewhat its dealings with Mr. Voog!. 
We wish at this point to lay before Synod a bit of testi­
mony fom the History and Elucidation of the Consistory 
of Roseland IV: 

"At a meeting held on Sept. 7, 1937, a meeting at which 
the first Classical Committee in re the Voogt case gave its 
advice,·Mr. Voogt declared his readines,s to comess before 
the Conslistory that he by voting in favor of the publica­
tion of 'The Truth About the Chicago Situation,' had sinned 
in defending false doctrine." 

The fact that at that time no reconciliation was effected 
is due to the irrElistence of the Consistory that the public 
announcement of the reconciliation include mention of 
the fact that Mr. Voogt made confession. See Protest and 
Appeal, Exhibit G, being a report of the Committee to 
Classis Illinois. This same report carries the information, 
that at that time Mr. Voogt also was ready to confess his 
sin of falsely accusing bis pastor before the pastor and 
the Consistory. If at that time inconsideration of Mr. 
Voog!'s concurrence in the resolution of the Board in 
July the COrrE'istory had propped its demand of a public 
announcement of his confession, to all appearances a 
reconciliation would' then have been effected. 

In the interests of the peace of our Chicago churches 
'such a settlement would seem highly desirable also now. 
In the interests of the peace of our Chic'lgo churches we 
would prefer mch a settlement to a decision as to the 
validity of the objections raised against the action of 
Classis and its Committee in points 1 and 5 of the Over­
ture of Chicago. 
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We therefore advise Synod to nrge the Consistory of 
Roseland IV, in the interests of the peace of the chnrches, 
to ceek a settlement orits dispute with Mr. C. E. Voogt on 
the basis of the relevan.t decisions of this Synod withont 
further public announcement, beyond the statement that 
it was arrived at on this hasis. 

Adopted. 
It is the opinion of your Committee that with the adop-

, tion of the above advice the treatment of the Voogt case 
and the Chicago IV overture has been completed, ,and we 
advise that a complete copy of the Report as amended 
and adopted by Synod be sent to Mr. Voog!. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 119 

Synod now receives the Report of the Committee on 
Appointments, Dr. E. Masselink serving as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your',Committee herewith snbmits the following report 
and recommends: 

I. Synod approve the election of .the following as mem­
bers of the Board of Tmsiees of Calvin College and 
Seminary: 

Clas'sis California-Rev. R. J. Frens; alternate, Rev, 
S. Struyk. 

Classis Grand Rapids East-Rev. W. P. VHn Wyk; 
alternate, Rev. W. Hendriksen. 

Classis Grand Rapids South-Rev. H. Bel; alternate, 
Rev. G. HQfmeyer. 

Classis Grand Rapids West-Rev. J. K. Van Baalen;' 
alternate, Rev. R. Veldman. 

CIacsis HackensHck-Rev. J. ):Iiemenga; alternate, Dr., 
J. T. Hoogstra. 

Classis Holland-Rev. D. Zwier;' alternate, Rev. H, 
Blystra. 

Classis Hndson-Rev. P. Van Dyk; alternate, Rev. 
Charles Spoelhof. 

Classis Illinois-Dr. M. Van Dyke; alternate, Rev. G, 
Hoeksema. 

Cla,sis Kalamazoo-Rev. E. Holtrop; Hlternate, Dr. 0, 
Holtrop. 
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Classis Minnesota-Rev. \V. Terpsma; alternate, Rev. 
H:Moes. 

Classis Muskegou-Rev. L. J. Lamberts; alternate, Rev. 
J. Dolfin. 

Classis Orange City-Dr. R. Bronkema; alternate, Rev. 
W. Bajema. 

Classis Ostfriesland-Dr. J. C. De Korne; alternate, 
Rev. K. Tebben. 

Classis Pacific-Rev. J. Mulder; alternate, Rev. D. 
Hollebeek. 

Classis Pella-Rev. M. Mousma. 
Classis Sioux Ceuter-Rev. J. M. Dykstra; alternate,. 

Rev. J. G. Van de Lune. 
Classis Wisconsin-Rev. E. B. Pekelder; alternate, Rev. 

J. C. Schaap. 
Classis Zeeland - Rev. W. Kok; alternate, Rev. L. 

Veltkamp. 
Adopted. 
In connection with the above, Synod adopts the follow­

ing resolution: 
Whereas, due to the 'reorganization of the Board of 

Trustees, all members were chosen this year; and 
Whereas, according to Art. 1 of the Rules for the Board 

of Trustees, one half of the members are to retire every 
two years, 

Synod decides to refer the question as to whose terms 
are to expire after twb years to the Board of Trustees. 

II. Synod approve the election of the following as 
Delegates for Examination: 

Classis California-Rev. S. Struyk; alternate, Rev. E .. 
Tanis. 

Classis Grand Rapids East-Rev. D. D. Bonnema; 
alternate, Rev. H. J. Kuiper. 

Classis Grand Rapids South-Rev. J. Bruinooge; alter­
nate, Rev. Z. J. Sherda. 

Classis Grand Rapids \Vest-Rev. H. Verduin; alter­
nate, Rev. T. Yff. 

Cla,'sis Hackensack-Dr. J. T. Hoogstra; alternate, Rev. 
J. Van Bruggen. 

Classis Holland-Rev. N. J. Monsma; alternate, Rev .. 
P. Jonker, Jr. 
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Classis Hudson-'Rev. C. Spoelhof; alternate, Rev. P. 
Holwerda. 

Classis Illinois-Rev. C. De Leeuw; alternate, Dr. H. 
:Kuiper. 

Classis Kalamazoo-Rev. J. Masselink; alternate, Rev. 
W. Alkema. 

Classis Minnesota-Rev. J. Ehlers; alternate, Rev. H . 
. Moes. ' 

Classis Muskegon-Rev. J. P. De Vries; alternate, Rev. 
S. P. Eldersveld. 

Clas'sis Orange City-Rev. C. Groot; alternate, Rev. J. 
H. Geerlings. 

Classis Ostfriesland-Rev. J. ·M. Voortman; alternate, 
Rev. J. F. Schuurman. 

Classis Pacific-Rev. H. Van der 'Voude; alternate, 
Rev. J. Van den Hoek. 

Classis Pella-Rev. G. Zylstra; alternate, Rev. J.Grif­
:fioen. 

Classi" Sioux Center-~Rev. A. Wassink; alternate, Dr. 
R. L. Haan. 

Classis 'Visconsin~-Rev. N. Jansen; alternate, Rev. E. 
B. Pekelder. 

Classis Zeeland-Rev. E. J. Krohne; alternate, Rev. \V . 
.Kok. 

Adopted. 
III. Synod approve of the election of the following as 

members of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions: 
Classis California-Rev. H. Rikkers; alternate, Rev. J. 

Bolt. 
Classis Grand Rapids East-Rev. J. Van der Ploeg; 

,alternate, Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft. 
Classis Grand Rapids South-Rev. A. Dusseljee; alter­

nate, Rev. E. Boeve. 
CLassis Grand Rapids West-Rev. H. Verduin; alter­

nate, Rev. M. Arnoys. 
Classis Hackemack-Rev. J. Cupido; alternate, Rev . 

. J. Beebe. 
Classis Holland-Rev. L. Van Laar; alternate, Rev. P . 

. Jonker, Jr. 
Classis Hudson'--Rev. R. Bolt; alternate, Rev. H. J. 

Triezenberg. 
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Classis Illinois-Rev. J. H. Monsma; alternate, Rev. W. 
Haverkamp. 

Classis Kalamazoo-Rev. H. J. Mulder. 
Classis Minnesota-Rev. A. A. Koning; alternate, Dr. 

W. Bode. 
Classis Muskegon-
Classis Orange City-Rev. Geo. Yff; alternate, Rev. H. 

Zwaanstra. 
Classis Ostfrieslaud-Dr. J. C. De Korne; alternate, 

Rev. L. F. Voskui!. 
Classis Pacific-Rev. J. Mulder; alteruate, Rev. D. 

Hollebeek. 
Classis Pella-Rev. I. Van Dellen; alteruate, Rev. F .. 

DeJong. 
Classis Sioux Center-Rev. J. C. De Bruyn; alternate, 

Rev. J. Rubingh. 
Classis Wisconsin-Rev. J. C. Schaap; alternate, Rev. 

J. J. Holwerda. 
Classis Zeeland-Rev. G. J. Van de Riet; alternate, Rev. 

J. Geels. 
Adopted. 
The Board members at large are: Mr. H. Denkema, Mr. 

Henrv Hekman, and Mr. J. Kos. Their alternates, re­
spectively: Dr. J. D. Mulder, Mr. Edward Wierenga, and 
Dr. E. H. Beernink. (Cf. Art. 75,11). 

IV. Synod appoint the following Committees: 
1. Synodical Committee: Rev. W. P. Van Wyk; Rev. 

I. Van Dellen; Rev. E. J. Van Halsema; Dr. H. Beets (ex 
officio) . 

2. Stated Clerk: Dr. H. Beets; alternate, Rev. J. Dolfin. 
3. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. T. Noordewier; Mr. Henry 

J. Voss, ,assistant. . 
4. General Treasurer, Jewish Missions: Rev. P. Hol­

werda; alternate, Mr. B. Stap. 
5. Transportation Secretary: Mr. Bert Pousma. 

·6. Committee on Revision of the Creed: The Seminary 
Faculty. 

7. Committee to study the problem of Sunday labor: 
Rev. I. Westra; Dr. M. Van Dyke; Rev. G. Hoeksema; Mr. 
A. Meeter; Mr. Geo. Eisenga. 
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8. Committee on members who deviate from our Doc­
trinal Standards: Rev. VI. P. Van Wyk; Rev. G. Hoek­
sema; Rev. J. J. Steigenga. 

9. Committee on Compendium Revision: Rev. P. A. 
Hoekstra; Rev. G. W. Hylkema; Rev. W. Hendriksen; 
Dr. H. Beets; Prof. L. Berkhof. 

10. Committee to prepare Testimonial concerning our 
Attitude Toward War: The Seminary Faculty. 

11. Committee on possible Fourth Year Seminary 
Course: Dr. G. Goris; Prof. H. Schultze; Prof. D. H. 
Kromminga; Rev. S.G. Brondsema; Rev. J. Weidenaar .. 

12. Committee for South America: Dr. H. Beets; Rev. 
D. D.Bonnema; Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden; Rev. H. Blystm; 

,Rev. P. Jonker, Jr. 
13. Committee for Church Help (cf. Art. 62, VI): Rev. 

A. \Vassink; Mr. Chas. Mulder; Dr. W. Bode; Rev. J. R., 
Van Dylee (general alternate). 

14. Committee for Historical Documents: Prof. D. H. 
Kromminga; Dr. H. Beets. . 

15. Emeritus Board: Rev . .T. O. Bouwsma; Mr.Wm. 
Bareman; Rev. R. .T. Bos. ' Alternates: Mr. Edward Wier-· 
enga; Rev. H. E. Oostendorp; Mr. George Tinholt. 

16. Committee for the Emeritus (Pension and Relief) 
Funds: Dr. Y. P. De .Tonge; Rev. Wm. Kole; Rev. R. J. 
Bos; Dr. Geo. Broodman; Mr. Tony Noordewier; Mr. Fred 
L. Winter. 

17. Committee on bids for printing of Synodical Agenda 
and Act.,: Mr. T. Noordewier; Dr. H. Beets; Mr . .T. 13. 
Hulst. 

18. Committee to re-edit and re-work the ReviBed Mis­
sion Order: Rev. H. Baker; Rev. G. W. Hylkema;. Rev. J. 
Dolfin; Rev. J. Breuleer; Rev. C. Holtrop. 

19. Committee to study the relation between assess­
ment., and quotas (cf. Art. 97) : Dr. R. Bronkema; Rev. H. 
J. Triezenberg; Rev. J. M. Dykstra; Mr. W. Aardappel; 
Mr. J. Ten Harmsel. 

20. Committee in re Kalamazoo II: Rev. E. J. Tanis; 
Rev. G. W. Hylkema; Rev. W. P. Van Wyk; Mr. N. 
Young3ma; A. Peters; Dr. S. Volbeda; Prof. D. H.Krom­
minga. 

21. Committee in re expenses for preparation for 
Synod: Mr. H. J.' VOe"; Mr. T. Noordewier; Mr. L. J. 
Rooks; Rev. W. Van Peursem. 
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22, Committee to advise the Publication Committee in 
the euent of an opportunity to sell the old publication 
building: Mr, Jelle Hekman; Mr. T. Noordewier; Mr. J. 
Kos. 

23. Commillee in re Ecumenical Council: Rev. 1. Van 
Dellen; Prof. D. H. Kromminga; Prof. L. Berkhof; Dr. H. 
Beets. 

24. Committee in re Scholten Case: Rev. J. Bruinooge; 
Rev. A. J. Rus; Rev. Z. J. Sherda; Mr. IN. Frankena; Mr. H. 
Hoeksema. 

25. Committee in re Radio Broadcasting, etc. (cf. Art. 
84): Rev. D. H. 'Walters; Rev. E. B. Pekelder; Rev. B. 
Esseuherg; Rev. H. Baker; Mr. Jaeob De Jager; Mr. Mark 
Fakkema. 

26. Committee on Protests (cf. Art. 114) : Dr. H. Beet,; 
Dr. S. Volbeda; Prof. D. H. Kromminga. 

27. Committee on Form of Attestation (cf. Acts 1936, 
p. 51): Rev. N. J. Monsma; Rev. L. Van Laar; Mr. A. 
Peters. 

28. Committee to study the problem of the relationship 
of the editorship of The Banner to pastoral work: Rev. 
J. K. Vml Baalen; Rev. W. Stuart; Rev. D. Zwier; Mr. 
Henry Hekman; Dr. George Broodmau. 

29. Delegates to represent our Synod at the General 
Synod of Reformed Churches of the Netherlands at Sneek 
in August, 1939: Dr. H. Beets and Rev. 1. Van Dellen. 

30. Representative on the National Committee of Army 
and Navy Chaplains: Dr. H. Beets. 

31. Committee for the preparation of Synodical Re­
ports and other arrangements: Mr. H. J. Voss; alternate, 
Dr. E. Y. Monsma. 

32. Representative Lord's Day Alliance: Rev. J. Hiem­
enga; alternate, Dr. H. Beets. 

33. Representative National Clzristian Association: Rev. 
J. Putt; alternate, Rev. G. Hoeksema. 

34. Representative American Bible Society: Rev. J. 
Beebe; alternate, Dr. J. T. Hoogstr,a. 

35. 'Representative to Fiftietlz Anniversary of tlze Lord's 
Day Alliance: Rev . .T. M. Vande Kieft. 

36. Calling Church for the Synoe of 1939: The Fuller 
Ave. Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Adopted. 
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ARTICLE 120 

The attention of Synod is called to the fact that Over­
ture 52 (Ageuda II, p. 182), which was uot given into the 
hands of any Advisory Committee, was thus f,ar over­
looked. 

It is moved aud supported that Synod express as its 
opinion that it is not necessary at this time to take any 
action as requested in this overture, since the head of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs at Washington, D. C., has 
given H satisfactory answer in a monthly publication to 
complaints registered against the policy of the Bureau. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 121 

Synod resolves to have its .Stated Clerk expres1s officially 
to the editors of the Grand Rapids Herald and the Grand 
Rapids Press its hearty thanks and great appreciation for 
detailing right lalong a fine set of able and discreet re­
porters, who faithfully are informing their many readers 
of the main transactions of this body. 

ARTICLE 122 

The following resolutions are adopted by Synod: 
1. Synod instructs the Committee in re expenses for 

preparation of this meetiug to remuuerate all those who 
have served in any capacity in making the necessary 
preparations. 

2. Synod decides to raise the remuneration of its 
Stated Clerk from $100.00 to $150.00 per year, the same 
amount as the Treasurer of Synod receives (cf. Acts 1936, 
p. 100). 

3. Synod resolves to order its Treasurer to send to its 
. First Clerk a check for $100.00 as a tangible token of its 
. great appreciation of his splendid work in the preparation 

of the Acts, not only of this Synod but also of many for­
mer Synods, ,and with one exception left unrewarded all 
this time. 

4. Synod authorizes its Treasurer to contact the 
authorities of Calvin College and Seminary in regard to 
the purchase of a new electric Mimeograph, with this 
understanding that the treasury of Synod and the treasury 
of the School each bear one half of the cost. . 
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ARTICLE 123 

There being no more business before .synod, the clerk 
reads the minutes of the three sessions of today in rough 
draft form, and these are. adopted by Synod. 

ARTICLE 124 

The President now addresses Synod as follows: 
BRETHREN: 

Our God has been good to us, We were permitted to meet here 
for several days, and might enjoy good h,ealth, and labor together in 
unity and peace, In the hour of ,prayer, a week ago last Tuesday 
evening, the Rev. H. J. Kuiper, President ,of the former Synod, spoke 
to us of the Holy Spirit in the government of the 'Church, and we 
may believe that the Holy Spirit has guided us by the Word of God, 
and that in view of our various decisions we may say: "It seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit and to us." 

We most humbly thank our God in -Ghrist Jesus for all He has 
granted us during our Synodical sessions. And it behooves us also 
to voice our gratitude to the many who were used by Him as His 
instruments to make it a pleasure for us to labor here in this fair 
city as the representatives of our Churches. I wish to mention 
especially the calling church of Sherman Street; Mr. !Henry J. Voss, 
who was a real help in making the necessary arrangements; Mr. and 
Mrs. Kett and their helpe:t;s in the :'Dormitory, who provided us 
abundantly with the hounties of the earth; and Mrs. Hoekstra and 
Miss Josephine Baker, the typists, who took care that our hungry 
minds received the necessary material. 

Some of us have worked very hard. I think of some Committees 
which received the lion's share of the work, and of' our First Clerk, 
the Rev. Daniel Zwier, who again gave himself wholeheartedly. He 
burned the midnight oil, and proved hy his example that genius is 
99 percent perspiration. Of <course I must also remember his faith­
ful assistant, the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, who ably performed his 
share of the clerical labor. And .personally I feel a deep obligation 
to the Vice President, the Rev. E. J. Tanis, who as a younger brother 
sustained my hands. Thanks also to the [Professors of our Seminary, 
who served us with their advice, especially in the committee rooms. 
Brethren, it again became evident that we need one another, and 
that in the multitude of counsellors there' is safety. 

This Synod has done some constructive work. In general there 
was a forward movement, though much has been entrusted to Com­
mittees for further study and development. Some weighty decisions 
have been taken in regard to creedal revision and expansion, in 
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regard to the appointment of a youth secretary, in regard to the 
revision of the Compendium, and in regard to our Emeritus Fund. 

Our Director of Missions, the Rev. Henry Beets, LL. D., asked 
for emeritation, and Synod showed its appre,eiation -of his many 
services at a ,banquet in hon9r of Dr. and Mrs. Beets. May our God 
·spare them for many years to 'come, and may He give them the 
needed strength for further work in His Kingdom. 

And now we have come to the end of our sessions. You have 
made it easy for me to preside once more over your sessions. May 
the Lord forgive aU sin eommitted by us while serving Him in the 
holy office to which IRe has called us, and may He enable us to go on 
in His strength, toget~er with the churches we represent and with 
the Church universal. 

Permit me to close with two passages from Holy Scripture. 

}l~irst, the words of which I reminded the candidates for the 
ministry whom we ex'amined, found in Isaiah 62 :6, 7-"1 have set 
watchmen upon thy walls, 0 J erusalemj they shall never hold their 
peace day nor night; ye that are Jehovah's remembrancers, take ye 
no rest, and give him no rest, till he estalblish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth." 

And then the very impressive words of Revelation ~9 :11-16-"And 
I saw the heaven opened; and hehold, a white horse, and he that sat 
thereon called Faithful and True; and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon 
his head are many diadems; and he hath a name written which no 
one knoweth but he himself. And he is alTayed in a garme~t 
sprinkled with blood: and his name is called The Word of IOod. And 
the armies which are in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and pure. And out of his mouth pro­
ceedeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the wine­
press of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the Almighty. And he 
hath on his garment and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 

Brethren, He who is called Faithful and True in righteousness 
does judge and make war. He does it in our behalf. He, the Word 
of God, followed by the armies of heaven, will gain the final, com­
plete victory. And He wants us to follow His example, and to fight, 
as soldiers of the 'cross, the battles of our Lord. 

I ,call you to arms! Do not forget that we still belong to the 
Church militant. Looking in,to the opened heaven, we take courage 
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and sing with our martyr fathells those words of strong faith, lively 
hope, and tender love: 

"Gij toeh, Gij zijt hun roem, de kracht'van hunne kracht; 
Uw vrije gunst aHeen wordt d'eere toegebraeht; 
Wij steken 't 'hooid omhoog, en zullen d'eerkroon dragen, 
Door V, door U aIleen, om 't eeuwig welbehageu; 
Want God is ons ten schild in 't strijdperk van dit leven, 
En onze Koning is van Isreis God, gegeven." 

ARTICLE 125 

To this spee.ch the. Vice President replies in a few well­
chosen words, substantially as follows: 

In name ·of Synod I bring a tribute to our President faT his 
efficient leadership. Synod made no mistake in placing him again 
in the chair. He has served many years in the ministry, more than 
thirty years in one congregation, which in itself is a large achieve­
ment. He is an authority on church government, as his book on our 
Church Order, published many years ago, abundantly shows, and we 
have again been benefited ,by his extensive knowledge of this sub­
ject as well as by his wide experience. Personally I have profited 
very much by my close association with him during these sessions of 
.synod. May God hIe.s8 you, and all of us. 

ARTICLE 126 

Synod now unites in singing the beautifnl stanza quoted 
by the President in his closing address, Psalm 89: 8 
(Dntch), after which the Vice President leads in prayer 
and thanksgiving to God. 

I. VAN DELLEN, President 
E. J. TANIS, Vice President 
D. ZWIER, First Clerk 
J. M. VANDE KIEFT, Second Clerk. 

Attested as true copy. 

.. 
737 Madison Ave" S. E. Grand Rapids, Mich., U. S, A. 





SUPPLEMENTS 
SUPPLEMENT I-a 

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of 1938 

DEAR BRETHREN OF SYNOD: 

I F the activities of your Synodical Committee can serve 
as a thermometer of the life of our denomination, 

then the last two years must have been a period of re­
markable quietness. As a Committee we had nothing in 
particular placed before ns for our advice, much less for 
our action, and we are thankful for thi,·. 

The Stated Clerk, who is secretary of our committee, 
of course had all kinds of documents to be signed and 
sent to various parties, especially things pertaining to 
the government, in view of the approaching Religious 
Census. The fact that we have such a clearing house has 
been provoking the Reformed Churches in the Nether­
lands to jealousy, if we may deduce this from an article 
which Prof. Dr. K. Dyk placed in De Bazuin, not very long 
ago, calIing for the appointment of someone to function 
like your Stated Cleric. 

Vie were disappointed in not receiving any official com­
mnnications from the Christian Reformed Church of the 
Netherlands, who had deputized the Rev. Hector Janssen 
to be present at our 1936 Synod. We have just been 
wondering what was done about his promise or proposal, 
or whatever name is to be given to his snggestion, that 
the Netherland Chnrch should take up the matter of 
regular correspondence with our denomination. Perhaps 
a message of an inquiring nature might be a good thing 
on this subject. (Cf. Art. 143, Acts- of 1936, expressing our 
proposals.) 

On Julv 28, 1937, the Stated Clerk sent a letter to the 
Rev. D. Postma, Bnrgersdorp Cape Province, S. A., in­
forming him of the action of the Synod of 1937, p. 210, 
211. As you know, it was recommended to the Reformed 
Church in Sonth Africa, to arrange to have it become 

137 
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responsible for the entire salary of its full-time pastor, so 
much needed for Chubut in Patagonia, a congregation 
composed largely of men and women of Boer origin. 
Hitherto no entirely satisfactory reply has been forth­
<:oming, and it might be a good thing to also have the 
South African brethren reminded of this in the hope that 
they will become responsible for the whole saLary, and 
not for simply one third, as they propose. 

In a letter to Prof. Dr. G. C. Aalders, of the Committee 
on Correspondence with Foreign Churches, he was in­
formed that our Synod would convene this year, and the 
hope was expressed that at that meeting there would be 
a representative of the Reformed Churches of the Nether­
lands. We have very recently received a reply on the 
g~bject, stating that this year there will be no represent a­
live on hand. 

The Rev. Van Halsema who represented us at the last 
'General Synod handed in his report. 

From Dr. Aalders came a communication dated, 
Hilversum, June 16, 19'37, as follows: 
'''Hooflyeachte Beer en Broeder: 

"N amens deputaten voor correspondentie met buitenlandsche kerken 
richt ik mij tot U met het vriendelijk verzoek het oordeel van uwe 
kerk te ruogen weten over de volgende punten waarover de laatstge­
houden Synode onzer kerken OTIS advies vroeg, en waarover zij ons 
uitdrukkelijk opdroeg het gevoelen van uwe kerk te vragen: 

1. Wie eene' eventueele ecumenische synode zal moeten saamroe­
pen en op welke wi,ize dit zal dienen te geschieden; 

2. Welke kerken tot die synode moeten worden uitgenoodigd; 
3. Hoe de aivaardiging tot die synode behoort plaats te hebben. 

Wij veroorloven ons' daaraan onzerzijds nog deze vraag toe te 
voegen: 

4. Welke punten naar het oordeel uwer kerk op eene eventueele 
ecumenische synode zouden moeten behandeld worden? 

Gaarne uw antwoord op deze vragen tegemoet ziende." 
No doubt this matter will be taken care of by the Com­

mittee in charge of this report. May we call attention to 
the fact that according to Art. 40, Acts 1932, a committee 
was appointed on the subject of an Ecumenical Confer­
ence, and not discharged so far? 

Your Stated Clerk aIm carried out the instructions 
given him as recorded in Art. 143, and Supplement 21. 
The Governor of Michigan duly signed the bill presented 
by Sen. Munshaw, so that hereafter, we in Michigan, can 
transact church businesS as to properties, with a simple 
majority instead of a two-thirds majority as hitherto. 
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\Ve hereby place into your hand again the Mandate of 
all the three regular members of the. Synodical Com­
mittee. The four years' term of office of your Stated 
Clerk also comes to an end at this Synod. 

Thanking yon for the confidence placed in ns, 
Yours very truly, 

W. P. VAN WYK 
E. F. VAN HALSEMA 
I. VAN DELLEN 
HENRY BEETS, Stated Clerk. 

(Cf. Art. 119 of Acts.) 

P. S. The Stated Clerk has, at your request, p. 159 
Acts of 1936, continued membership on the General Com­
'llittee of Army & Navy Chaplains, so that, if ever oc­
casion arises, our denomination wil! be entitled to repre­
sentation on the staff of Army & Navy Chaplains. For 
the two years, 1936-1937, $50 was sent to that body. Our 
suggestion is that this be repeated for the years 1938-1939. 
If is. only a small amonnt, bnt the co-operation may be 
very valnable. Do you wish your representative to con­
;tinue. to act as member of this General Committee? 

H.B. 
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SUPPLEMENT I·b 

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL TREASURER 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 8, 1938. 

To ihe Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

I T is my pleasure to submit to you an itemized state· 
ment of receipts and disbursements of Synodical 

Funds for the period between the Synod of 1937 and that 
of 1938. 

In addition to the itemized statement, which may not 
be of particular interest, I am glad to give you thc follow­
ing condcnsed report: 

June 10, 1937, Balance of Cash on Hand __________________________ $ 4,003.50' 
Total receipts as per statement __________________________ ._______________ 9,347.85 

'rotal disbursements as per statement ________ . _________________ _ 
$13;351.35 

5,716.75 

June 8, 1938, Balance of Cash on hand _________ ... ________________ $ 7~634.60 

From this statement you will notice that the present 
cash balance actually exceeds the total disbursemens 
during the past fiscal year and it is possible that this 
balance will be sufficient to pay the expenses of this 
present Synod and the various items that will have to be 
paid during the remaiuder of the year. You will, no 
doubt, be able to determine, as soon as it is known 

...... Whethel' or IlotSYnod will flsSllIlle ObligatiollS Qf .. aIlY 
great proportions, what should be done about fixing the 
assessment for the coming year. 

Wishing you God's blessing and the guidance of His 
Spirit in the work that is before you, I am 

Yours very sincerely, 
TONY NOORDEWIER, Synodical Treasurer. 
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SUPPLEMENT I-e 

REPORT OF DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL SYNOD 
REFORMED CHURCHES, NETHERLANDS 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN OF SYNOD: 

H AVING been delegated by the Synod of 1936 to repre­
sent our churches at the General Synod of the Re­

formed Churches in the Netherlands, which was to 
convene at Amsterdam on Angust 25, 1936, I take pleasure 
in presenting to you the following report: 

1. On August 24, I, together with other foreign dele­
gates, was courteously received by a Committee of Synod, 
Dr. G. Ch. AaJders and Mr. A. J. L. Van Beeck Calkoen. 
This Committee accompanied us to the Raamkerk where 
a prayer service was conducted by the Rev. Dr. K. Dyk. 
The text of the synodical sermon was Exodus 25 :40. After 
the service the members of Synod met in "Krasnapolsky" 
for a social hour. 

2. The next morning one of the Amsterdam ministers, 
Dr. B. Wielenga, welcomed the delegates in the Keizers­
grachtkerk, the "cathedral of the Doleantie," and gave 
an informing and interesting address. At the election of 
ofilcers which followed the Rev. J. L.$chouten was chosen 
Pres;ident. In the afternoon five committees were ap­
pointed to advise Synod on the matters on the Agendum. 
Two Amsterdam ministers were appointed to take charge 
of all matters pertaining to the Press. 

3. On Thursday the delegates from Garlitz (Germany), 
Scotland, South Africa and North America brought the 
greetings of their respective churches. My address was 
spoken while six members of our Christian Reformed 
Church were present. A copy of the address you will· 
kindly find enclosed. Mr. A. J. L. Van Beeck Calkoen 
responded in a cordial manner. 

4. I have attended the sessions of Synod during the 
first two weeks. As Synod lasted longer than was antici­
pated, the adjournment taking place not until the first 
part of October, and since my vacation period drew to 
a close, I did not feel free to stay any longer than the two 
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weeks which I had set aside for my delegate work. On 
Friday, September 4, I emba;-ked for America. 

5. Permit me to make the following observations: 
a. The work in the committee room was divided among 

the members. One in each sub-group was desig­
nated to r~nder a preliminary report. This report 
having been approved by the whole committee 
would be presented to Synod by that reporter. Vari­
ous members of the Committee served thus as re­
porters. 

b. Professors as well as elders composed and presented 
reports. . 

c. All members desiring to speak had to come forward 
to make their remarks. This rule was strictly 
adhered to. . 

d. Synodical hours were from 9 to 12 :30 and from 
2 to 5, with brief recesses in morning and afternoon. 

e. Little stenciling was done. 
6. On Friday, September 4, I thanked .Synod for its 

hospitality and bade the brethren farewell. The President 
requested me to bring the greetfngs. of the Synod to the 
Christian Reformed Church. He expressed the wish and 
prayer that our church might be a salting salt and a light. 
A salt to stay corruption and a light to dispel darkness. 

I hereby present his wish and greetings to your honor· 
able body. 

In conclusion I desire to express my appreciatiou of the 
fact that the Synod of 1936 bestowed upon me the honor 
to represent our Church at .Amsterdam. This honorable 
and responsible task I have completed with joy and now 
report on with gratitude. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EMO F. VAN HALSEMA. 
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SUPPLEMENT II 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CALVIN 
COLLEGE AND SEMINARY 

. To the· Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary 
res'pectfully submits tbe following matters for your 

consideration: 
A. The annual meeting of IheBoard. 
(1) The Board held its annual meeting recently, be­

ginning its first session on \Vednesday morning, May 25tb, 
and finishing its work on Friday evening, May 27th. 
Owing to the reduction of the number of the Board mem­
bers and the realignment of several classes, there were 
some changes in the personnel of the Board. Instead of 
the usual thirty, there were now only eighteen present.. 
Of this number, there were only twelve who had been at 
the Board meeting last year. Quite a few who had been 
members for many years were no longer witb us. 

(2) The Board elected the following officers: Presi­
dent, Rev. W. P. Van Wyk; Vice-President, Rev. J. J. 
Hiemenga; Secretary, Rev. L. J. Lamberts; Assistant 
Secretary, Rev. D. Zwier. 

(3) Four men received licensure to speak in our· 
churches-Messrs. Gerrit B. Boerefijn, James Daane, 
Anthony A. Hoekema, and Rolf Veenstra. The las'! named 
studied two years at Westminster Seminary. According 
to the rule adopted last year, he was not eligible to 
licensure, but since this ruling was made after he had 
left for Westminster and he did not know of it till he 
came to the meeting, the Board did not want to apply it 
as an ex post facto law. 

(4) Last year but three of the college graduates re­
quested and received admission to the Seminary. This 
year there were four times that number. 

(5) In 1936 we reported that Mr. Tenis Van Kooten,. 
thongh highly recommended by the faculty so far as. 
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scholastic ability and character are concerned cOldd not 
submit the required certificate of health. The Board had 
declared him candidate conditionally with the under­
standing that as soon as he could present to the Executive 
Committee the health certificates of twophysiciaus 
designated by the Board, this condition would be removed. 
We may report now that since he presented the required 
health certificates, he was declared a candidate, but that 
upon his reques1t this was not yet announced in the church 
papers, since he wants to build up a further reserve and 
looks forward to possible service on the mission field in 
New Mexico. 

B. The Standing Committees. 
(1) The Synod of 1937, after deciding that Synod would 

henceforth examine and declare men candidates for the 
ministry, instructed the Executive Committee "to regu­
late these examinationS' and to divide the work among 
the classes." (Art. 80, p. 65). The Committee has carried 
out these instructions. The examination has been set for 
Thursday, June 9, and the schedule that has appeared in 
the Church papers will be presented to your honorable 
body in a separate document. 

(2) Since 1929, there had been no change in the per­
sonnel of the Executive Committee. For nine years, Rev. 
J. Bruinooge, Rev. Y. P. De Jong, Rev. E. J. Krohne, Rev. 
L. J. Lamberts, and Rev. L. Veltkamp served as its mem­
bers, but owing to the changes already mentioned, four 
of these men ceased to serve as Board members on the 
morning of May 25th. The Board appointed the following 
to serve as members of the Executive Committee for the 
ensuing year-Rev. H. Bel, Rev. W. Kok, Rev. L. J. Lam­
berts, Rev. J. K. Van Baalen, and Rev. M. Van Dyke. It 
deserves the attention of your honorable body that where 
five men are needed to form the Executive Committee .and 
three men have to serve on the Board of Finance, there 
are only six Michigan men in the Board of Trustees at 
present. On account of this situation, the Board was 
obliged to put Rev. Van Dyke of HighlaJ)ds, Indiana, on 
this committee. This will mean that this brother will 
have to travel from Hammond, Indiana, to Grand Rapids 
at least fifteen times and possibly more often before the 
next meeting of the Board. 
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(3) Regarding the personnel of the Finance Board, it 
may be said first of all that Rev, D. Zwier and Mr. G. 
Dornbos were re-appointed. for another term of four 
years. It must be reported further that since Rev. Kok 
was appointed to serve ,as member of the Execntive Com­
mittee, the Board could not ask him to continue on the 
Finance Committee. Though there must be three mem­
bers of the Board of Trustees on the Finance Committee 
according to Art. 11 of the rules for the Board of Trustees 
adopted by Synod of 1918, it was decided to have but two 
on the Board for the time being and to reduce the per­
sonnel of the Finance Committee temporarily from nine 
to eight. 

C. The Faculties. 
(1) There were no changes in the theological faculty. 

Professor Berkhof continued to. serve ,as president of the 
Seminary. During the past year, Dr. Wyngaarden re­
ceived permission to accept an invitation to teach Hebrew 
four hours per week at the Westeru Seminary of the Re-

. formed Church nntil the vacancy made through the death 
of Dr. Hospers is again filled. The professor teaches 
Hebrew at Western Seminary on Saturday and on an­
other day on which his services are not required at our 
institntion. 

(2) In the College Faculty there was one case of pro­
longed illness, that of Professor Nienwdorp, who was con­
fined to the hospital for six weeks due to an operation. 
During his absence, most of his work was carried on by 
Mr. Muyskens, who is well versed in mathematics. As 

.. there was no one in the Faculty, however, that could 
teach Statistics-a course that a number of students were 
required to take in view of their graduatiou-it was 
found necessary to employ a member of the local Junior 
College to teach this particular course. 

(3) The Board gave Dr. H. H. Meeter, Professor in 
Bible, an indefinite appointment; it re-appointed both Mr. 
L. Flokstra, and Mr. H. Wassink for a term of six years 
and gave both of them the rank of Associate Professor; 
and it re-appointed Mr. A. Muyskens for a two-year term 
with the title of Instructor. 

(4) Last year we reported to your honorable body that 
Mr. Henry Stob had been appointed for the Department 
of Philosophy for a two-year period. At that time he was 
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studying for his doctor's degree at Gottingen, Germany. 
Upon the advice of the Executive Committee, he will c.on­
tinue his studies another year at the Free University at 
Amsterdam. To assist him financially, the Board decided 
to advance him Five Hundred dol1ars with the under­
standing that this amouut is to be repaid after he has be­
gun to teach, at the rate of One Hundred Dollars per 
annum. Mr. Jesse De Boer continued to act as Instructor 
in the Department of Philosophy during the past year 
and he was re,appointed to serve in the same capacity 
during the coming year. 

(5) Mr. Henry Zylstra was engaged at the beginning 
.of the past academic year as assistant in English and as 
coach in debating. 

(6) During the absence of Miss Johanna Timmer, our 
librarian, Miss Josephine Baker served as acting Dean of 
Women. The Board at its recent meetiug would have 
.offered Miss Timmer a six-year re-appointment on the 
same terms, i.e., Dean of Women with a minimum load 
of teaching and the r,ank of Instructor, had she not indi­
cated some hesitancy in a letter addressed to the Presi­
dent. In this missive she stated that the work she had 
been carrying on during the past year in the churches 
among the young wome.n appealed strongly to her and 
that besides this there were certain angles in her work 
as Dean of W.omen which did not please her. As, she was 
not in Michigan when the Board met, this body could not 
have a conference with her to iron out the difficulties. In 
view of this situation, the Board offered her a continuance 
of the arrangements of past years for one year in order 
that she may have an opportunity to talk things over with 

. the proper authorities. 
D. The Student Body. 
(1) The enrolment of the college, after dropping to 

380 during the year 1936-37, went up again, reaching the 
record mark of 403 during the year that has just come to 
a close. 

(2) In the theological school there were four Juniors, 
four Middlers, and thirteen ,Seniors, and ten Graduate 
Students. Of the thirteen students of the Senior class, 
twelve could be graduated. The other one, Mr. Marinus 
Goote, was afflicted with Soarlet Fever during the Christ­
mas vacation, and the after-effects of this disease made it 
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impossible for him to continue his work during the second 
semester. 

According to present indications, there will be eleven 
Juniors, four Middlers and six Seniors enrolled in the 
Seminary next fall. 

E. Matter Referr:ed to Synod. 
The Board took note of the fact that one of our licensed 

men now taking post-graduate work at Kampen had 
failed to get permission to speak in the churches of the 
Netherlands. In view of this situation, the Board decided 
to petition your honorable body to correspond with the 
Netherlands committee which looks into the credentials 
of visiting ministers, asking it to recognize the license to 
exhort extended by the Board of Trustees to men who 
have finished their course at Calvin Seminary, but have 
not as yet been declared oandidates. 

F. Rules and Regulations for Pension Fund. , 
We submit the following rules and regulations for the 

pension fund to your honorable body for apl'roval: 
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR PENSION FUND 

CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY 
SECTION I - Introductory Statement 

In view of the fad that the Christian Reformed Church has to 
some extent obligated itself to the members of the Faculties of 
Calvin College and Seminary, by synodical decisions in re pensions 
which have created precedents, as well as by verbal assurances given 
to some professors when appointed. that' they would be taken care of 
in their old -age or when incapacitated, and that in case of their 
death their dependents would be properly provided for, a Pension 
Fund is herehy established, and the foll-owing Rules-and Regulations 
governing this Fund are hereby adopted for its successful operation. 

SECTION II - Retirement Age 
1. By synodical de,cision the age of 70 has been established as the 

retirement age. In event a person desires to retire before the age 
of 70, he shall be permitted to do so, but not prior to the age of 65, 
and in lieu of such earlier retirement such a person shall receive a 
reduced pension allowance, such allowance to be determined by the 
Committee on 'Pensions at the time of retirement. 

2. The reduced allowance herein referred to shall not apply to 
any person who is incapacitated prior to the age of 70. 

SECTION III - Who Entitled to Pension 
1. All members of the teaching staff who have the rank of pro­

fessor or associate professor, as per decision of the Synod of 1926, 
p. 38 of the Acts, also instructors, full time assistants, and the 
librarian, as per decision of the Synod of 1937, p.' 36 of the Acts, 
al!d such other employees as Synod may hereafter declare eligible to 
a pension, provided, however! that no full time assistants shall be 
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eligible to pensions unless they have s.erved the institution for a 
period of at least two years. 

2. No person shall be entitled to a pension or any other benefits 
from this Fund unless he or she shall have made the contributions to 
this Fund as hereinafter required. 

SECTION IV - Contributfon 
1. All persons entitled to benefits from this fund shall contribute 

annually 3% of their salary rate; the institution shall contribute an 
amount equal to 60/0 of such ·salary rate; contributions shall be made 
until the age of 70, except in the event of voluntary retirement on 
reduced basis, as above provided or in event of being incapacitated 
by ill health and so 'certified to by at least two qualified physicians 
to be selected by the Committee on Pensions. The institution's 
-present fund of $4,000.00 shall also be placed in the Pension Fund, 
and an additional sum of One Thousand Dollars each year for six 
consecutive years. 

2. The term "salary rat~" as herein used shall be interpreted to 
mean the institution's established salary rate for the specific position 
held by the employee and the contribution hereinbefore provided 'for 
shall graduate and correspond with such salary rate at all times. 

3. Additional remuneration to the established salary rate for 
additional duties as for President, Dean, Registrar or other offices 
shall not be considered as salary for the purpose of contribu,tions to 
this Fund, nor in establishing the amount of pension. 

SECTION V - Amount of Pension 
1. Persons who have heen in the employ of the institution for 

5 years or less and who are eligible to a pension shall be e·ntitled to 
a pension of 25 % of salary rate. 

2. Persons who have ,been in .the employ of the institution over 
5 years and not over 10 years and who are eligible to a pension 
shall be entitled to 33%% of salary rate. 

3. Persons who have been in the employ of the institution over 
10 years and eligible to a pension shall be entitled to a pension of 
40% of salary rate. 

SECTION VI - Death Before Retirement 
1. In event of death of an employee before retirement age, the 

dependent or dependents of such person shall be paid an amount 
equal to all contributions paid into the fund by Sll'ch deceased person 
and by the institution for such deceased person, subject however to 
the provisions of Section VIII entitled "Special lP'rovision for De­
pendents," but in event there be no dependents, then, and .in that 
event, only the amount paid in by suc.h deceased person shall be paid 
to his heirs-at-Iaw. 

2. The Estate or dependents of. such deceased person shall be 
privileged to receive the amount in one lump sum within 60 days 
after death or may elect to receive. such ,amount in five equal annual 
installments plus'interest at the rate of 3% on deferred instaUments 
from date of death, provided, however, that if Section VIn is 
applied, then the aforesaid privilege shall not be o-perative. 
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SECTION VII - Death After Retirement 
1. In event of. the death of an. employee, after retirement,age, the 

dependent or dependents of such person shall he paid, an ~mount 
equal to all -contributions paid into the fund by such dece:a$ed person 
and by the institution for such deceased person ress' an 'amount equal 
to the sum already paid to the deceased, subject to the provision of 
Section VIII (as provided in next paragraph) ; but in event there be 
no dependents then, and in that event, only the amount paid in by 
such deceased person less an amount equal to the sum already paid 
to him shall be paid to his heir-at-Iaw. 

2. In any event, regardless of the amount paid into tb,e retire­
ment fund by an employee, the dependents of employees who die 
after retirement shall receive as pension an' amount equal to the 
differenGe between the total amount allowed to dependents of an 
employee before retirement as stipl,llated in Section Vln and the 
amount a.ctually received during l;etirement, payable in equal annual 
installments over a period of years as is provided by said Section 
VIII. 

SECTION VnI - Special Provision for Dependents 
1. The dependent or dependents of a deceased employee either 

before or after retirement shall in any event '(if more than one 
dependent, then collectively) be entitled to pension"according to_the 
years of service of such deceased employee as provided' in th~, 
following table, viz.: 

From 1 to 5 years ___________ , ___ $500_00 per year for 3 yearS. 
From 5 to 10 years ____________ 500.00 per year for 5 years' 
From 10 to 15 years __________ 500.00 per year for 6 years 
Fr()ID 15 to 20 years _______ , __ 500.00 per year for 8 years 

-Pr:om 20 years and over ____ 500.00 per year for 10 years 
regardless as to whether sufficient' contributions have. been made to 
this Fund to equal such a pension. 

2. It is the express intent and purpose of this Section only to 
supplement the provisions of Section VI and Section VII as they 
pertain to Section VIII, and Section VIII- shall only be operative if 
sufficient contributions have not been made to this Fund to provide 
the pension stipulated in this Section, L e,. -Section VIII. 

3. In event of the death of a sole dependent ,or the re-maniage 
of a widow of an employee before expiration of the aforesaid term 
of years -payment of pension shall cease_ 

SECTION IX - Dependents Defined 
Dependents shall be defined as follows-: The widow of a deceased 

employee, -and children up to and including 18 years of age, except 
a child above the age of 18 years who, by reason of physical or 
mental ailments, as certified by two qualified physicians selected_ by 
the Committee on Pensions, shall be d€;pendent upon his or her 
parents, shall be considered a dependent. The Committee on Pen­
sions shall make a thorough investigation and determine in each 
spe,cific 'case who the dependents are_ 

SECTION X - Leaving Employ of Institution 
In event an einployee resigns his position or is discharged by' the 

institution, ,such employee shall be entitled to and .receive an amount 
equal to the payments which the employee has paid into the fund. 
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SEC'l'ION XI - Administration of Fund 
. "The fund shall- be controlled and administered - by a Board of 

SlX (6) members, elected by and members of the _following hodies: 
Two (2) members of the -Board of Trustees . 
. Two (2) members of the Board of Finance. 
Two (2) members of the Fa'culty. 

SECTION XII --.1:. Officers of the Committee on Pensions 
The Committee on Pensions shall elect the following officers: a 

President, a. Vice-President, a Secretary, and -a Treasurer. 
SECTION XIII - Duties of Officers 

1. The President shaH preside over all meetings of the Committee 
and shall perform such other duties usual to the office of President. 

2. The Vice-President shall act in the absence of the President 
or in event of his being incapacitated. 

3. The Se<>retary shall keep accurate minutes, of all meetings Qf 
the Committee and shall record them in a proper minute book, and 
.shall have charge of 'all records of the Committee. 

4. The Treasurer shall have charge of the funds of the Committee 
subje1ct to the instructions of the Committee, shall keep an a,ccurate 
.set of records and accounts of all receipts and disbursements. IRe 
shall sign 'checks, 'but all ,checks must be countersigned by either the 
President or Vice-President of the Committee. The Treasurer shall 
also be required to furnish a Surety Company' Bond in the amount 
of $5,0.0.0..0.0. in favor of the, Committee on Pensions, and the 
premium on such bond shall be paid by the Com:r:nittee. 

SECTION XIV - Handling, of Fund 
The Pension Fund-, which constitutes an entirely separate fund 

shall not be co-mingled- with any other funds of the institution 'and 
shall not be used for any other purpose. 

SECTH)N XV - Investment of Fund 
The money in the Pension Fund shall be k~pt in a separate bank 

account under the control -.of the 'Committee on Pensions and in a 
bank or banks to be approved, by said Committ~e. Surplus funds 
shall be invested only in readily marketable and liquid securities, 
rated_,,'"A" or better or in Federal -Government Bonds. In no event 
shall any money of this Fund be loaned on real estate mortgage 
sec_urity. 

SECTION XVI - Amendments and Changes 
1. Amendments to or changes in these Rules and Regulations 

must be proposed to the Board of Truste,es of Galvin College and 
Seminary,and approved by_ Synod before becoming .effective. 

SECTION XVII - Dissolution and Liquidation 
1. The Pension Plan hereby established may be terminated and 

dissolved upon petition of a majority of the contributors to this 
Fund to the Committee on Pensions with right of appeal to the 
Board- of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary; or by resolution 
,of the said Board of Trustees upon first giving sixty days' notice to 
all contr1butors to this Fund to show ,cause why such dissolution shall 
not take place. Provided, however, that this Fund shall not be 
dissolved unless some other suitable and satisfactory Pension Plan 
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shall- be provided, unless ,.not less than three-fourths of the contribu~ 
tors at that time shall cO.risent in writing to waive all pension rights 
and to abandon the Pension Fund. 

2. In event this Fund is to be dissolved and pensions are to be 
,provided by means of SOme other Plan, the Committee on Pensions 
may with the "Consent of not less than three-fourths of the con­
tributors and the consent of the Board of Trustees transfer and pay 
'Over to such duly approved successor Plan all funds then in its 
possession. 

3. - In event of dissolution and ~f no sue,cessor :Plan is provided as 
set forth in ·paragraph No.1 of this section, then and iIi that event, 
the Committee on Pensions shall return to the contrihutors i. e. both 
the employees and the institution, -all remaining funds on a pro-rata 
basis in proportion to the amount contributed by each. 

G. Finances. 
(1) We may report with gratitude to our God that 

the fiscal year 1936-37 was a good one. At the end of that 
year, August 31, 1937, the deficit accumuLated during the 
lean years of the 'depression was again reduced by a good­
ly sum, $20,014.27. It must be added, however, that at 
present there are an increasing number of arrear ages. It 
.appears that much depends. npon the ,activity of the 
classical treasurers in this respect. 

(2) The Board took note of the fact that so far $46,000 
has been received from the Van Agthoven estate. 

(3) The Board also took note of the fact that so far as 
the Western Christian High School Ht Hull, Iowa, is con­
cerned Calvin thus far has received no return whatever 
on its investment. By this time that investment amounts 
to about $15,000, and is of money that belongs to the En­
dowment Fund of Calvin College and Seminary. For the 
lasCthree years we were even compelled to pay the 
premium for fire- and stor:m insurance, amounting to 
about $72.00 ,annually. 

(4) It was decided to draw up a definite rule in regard 
to the payment of salaries in cases of long continued ill­
ness of a professor or an employe of the institution, this 
rule to be formulated by a committee representing the 
Seminary and College Faculties, the Executive Committee 
.and the Board of Finance. 

(5) The bndget adopted for thcacademic year 1938-39 
is briefly summed up as follows,: Salaries $95,587.00; other 
expenditures $26,790.00; total $122,377.00. The Financial' 
statement is as follows: 
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CALVIN COLLE<GE & SEMINARY - GRAND RAaDS, MICH. 
BALANCE SHEET - AS OF APRIL 30, 1938 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS ASSETS 
Inv-estments: 

Bonds -listed at Par ............................................ $159,500.00 
. Real Estate Mortgages ___ ... ___ . _________ . ____ .... __ . _______ .. __ .. 9,500.00 

Real Estate ....................................... c...................... 11,177.00 
Loan to General Fund . __ . ____ . ___ ... ___ .. ______ .. ________ .... __ .. ____ 6,000.00-
Cash Balance - uninvested ________ ._._ ...... __ . ___ ... _.. 5,150.62 

$191,327.62 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

General Endowment _______ . ___ . ___________ ...... __________ ... __________ $ 94,374.05 
48,394.51 
37,872.16-

Chairs of Bible & Ethics .. _. __ .. ___ .. ______ . ___ ..... ____________ .. __ 
William A. Van Agthoven Legacy ___________ . ___ . ___ ,. ______ _ 
Library - General ___ .... __ .. __ .. ____ .. ___________ ._ .... ____________ . __ _ 
Jacobus Vandenberge Library _._. ___ . ___________________________ _ 
Hendrika Kos Memorial ___ .:_. _______________ .. _____________________ _ 
Rinck Memorial ________ ._, ________ ., ______________________ . ______________ _ 
Beets Scholarship ________________________ .. ___ .. _________ ._. ____________ _ 
Seminary Scholarship ____ . ___ ... __ . ______________ ... : __ . ____ . __ .. __ _ 

3,761.90 
5,000.00 
1,000.00· 

500.00 
300.00 
125.00 

----
$191,327.62: 

PLANT FUND ASSETS 
Buildings, (cost) 

College - erected in 1918 ...................................... $162,439.73 
Seminary - erected in 1930 ... ___________________ ... ________ 86,841.73. 
Library - erected in 1928 _______ ... _ .... _____________ ... _____ 63,496.09 
Dormitory - erected in 1926 _. __ .. _. ______________________ ._ 142,660.58. 

Furniture & Equipment, 
College Building _________ ._. _____________ ... ____________ ._ 
Seminary Building ____ . ________________________ ._ .. ________________ _ 
Library Building ____________ .. ______________ .. ____________________ ., 
Dormitory Building ____________________________________ . __________ _ 

Campus Grounds~ ten acres ____ . _____________________ . ___________ . 
Wangerin Pipe Organ ___________ . __ ...... ___________________ _ 
Library Books - 30,000 volumes _______________ _ 

PLANT FUNDS & LIABILITIES 
Building Funds, Present Value 

19,472.83 
5,194.15 
4,845.72 
7,233.61 

31,570.00 
12,500.00-
29,250.00 

$565,504.9S 

General Building Fund . ___________ . ___________________________ $268,108_04. 
Seminary Bt;dlding Fund - Hekman _ .. ________ .... _____ 91,988,13 
Dormitory Building Fund ______ .. ______________________________ 104,213.66· 
Hekman Memorial - Library Bldg. _______ .. ___ 67,259.31 

Eleanor Mae Eerdmans Memorial -Fund . _____________ .. 12,500.00 

Notes .Payahle on· Seminary Building ___________ .... .. 
Loan from General Fund _______ .. _ .. _____ ._ ..... _ ........... _ 

20,000.00 
1,435.70 

$565,504.93-
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CURRENT FUNDS ASSETS 
Cash Balance __________ ... __ .. ___ ..... __ .... ____ . ___ . ____ . __ . ____ .. _ .. _____ .~$ 
Accounts & Notes Receivable .. ___ ... ____ .......... _____________ _ 
Hekman Brothers on Seminary Building .... "' ___ " __ " __ 
Advances to Htudent Organizations __________________ ... ___ .. 
Securities, 
. Cleveland-Pittsburgh R. R. Co. ___ . _________ . _______ , .. ____ . 

Federal Farm Mortgage Corp. ___ ... ________ .,. ___________ _ 
Van Agthoven Estate - Residuary ____ .... ____ ........ __ 
Van Agthoven Estate - Specific ____________ .. ___ . ___ ...... . 

Grand Rapids Savings Bank - Impound,ed _______________ _ 
Invested in Plant F'unds __ .. ____ ... ________ ._._ .. ___ .. _____________ _ 
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11,036.54. 
1,771.99 

20,000.00 
567.86· 

2,000.00 
4,000.00 

21,437.88-
18,929.25 

298.44 
1,435.79 

$ 81,477.75 
CURRENT FUNDS & LIABILITIES 

S.cholarship Funds, 
Beets Calvinism Prize ______ .. ____ ... _________ $ 
Rinck Memorial Prize ________________ ....... . 
Normal Scholarship ___________ ... _________ . ___ _ 

40.50 
97:44 
62.50 

---
Departmental Funds, 

Normal Department Fund __________________ $ 65.00 
Library Book Fund ... _____________ 3,240.00 
President's Reserve· ____ . ______ ........ ____ .____ 213.15 

Student Loan Fund _______ . ____ .. ________ . ____________ ..... ___________ _ 
Marie Hoogerland Fund ____________ ..... ____ . ___ . __________________ _ 
Pension Plan Fund . __ . ________________ . _________ .. ______ . ________ . ___ _ 
William A. Van Agthoven Estate ___________________ . ___ " _____ . 
Galvin College Bookstore _______________ ............. , .......... '" .. 
Dormitory Reserve as of April 30 ........................... . 
General Reserve as of April 30 .. _ .............................. . 
Bond Differential Account .... _ .. _ ............................ ' ... . 
Western Chr. High - Impounded .... : ...................... . 
Student Deposits, . 

Lab. and Key Deposits ........................ $ 384.86 
269.00 

15.50 
239.04 

Cash held on Deposit ........... _ ....... _ ..... . 
Organization Fee balance __ ............... . 

. Cap and Gown Rent balance .... """" 
---

Notes Payable - Private Parties .... _ .. _ .......... . 
Loan from Endowment Fund ..................... _ ............ . 

200.44 

3,518.15· 

1,602.43· 
2,000.00 
8;056.00 

40,367.1S 
835.12 

5,792.05 
4,378.32. 

480.19 
239.52. 

908.40· 

7,100.0() 
6,000.00 

$ 81,477.75 

CALVIN COLLEGE & SEMINARY - GRAND RAPTIDg, MICH .. 
OPERATING STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDING 

AUGUST 31, 1938 

The figures in the first column cover the actuai income and ex­
pense from September 1, 1937, to April 30, 1938, plus the estimated 
income and expense from May 1, 1938, to August 31, 1938. 

The figures in the second column cover the actual income and 
expense from September 1, 1936, to August 31, 1937. 
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INCOME 
Classical Payments ______________ $ 

Income 
1937-38 
70,073.12 
42,904.20 Tuit~pn and Fees ___ ~ _____________ _ 

Interest on Investment _______ . 
Physical Training _______________ _ 
Miscellaneous __ .- _________ .-_______ _ 

4,5'36.20 
1,347.61 

223.84 

$119,084.97 

Dining Hall .......................... $ 10,071.11 
Dormitory Rooms ______ .,, _____ .. 4,070.60 

. EXPENSES 
Supplies and Expense: 

$ 14,141.71 

Expenses 
1937-38 

College InstructionaL __ $ 8,678.86 
4,684.00 

641.52 
2,964.73 
6,509.34 

92,807.00 

Pension Fund ___ ~ __ ,, ____ , ___ _ 
Seminary Instructional 
Business Admin. _________ _ 
Plant Expense __ .. _______ _ 

Salaries ___________ . __ ._ .. ___________ .. ~ .. 

$ 

Budget 
1938-39 

9,380.00 
5,000.00 
1,175.00 
3,015.00 
8,220.00 

95,587.00 

$116,285.45 $122,377.00 

Dining Hall .......................... $ 9,917.97 
Dormitory Rooms ________________ 4,022.91 

$ 13,940.88 

BALANCE 
General Balance ____________ ~ __ . __ $ 2,799.52 
Dormitory Balance ________ ~___ 200.83 

OPERATING DElFICIT 
General Deficit, September 1, 1937 ________ $14,439.29 
Estimated Balance as above __________________ 2,799.52 

General IDeficit - as 'of August 31 

Dormitory Balance, September 1, 1937 ________ $ 5,792.05 
Estimated Balance as above ______________________ .. __ 200.83 

Dormitory Balance - as of August 31 

Income 
1936-37 

$ 72,628.19 
41,185.57 

4,243.44 

220.34 

$118,277.54 

$ 9,371.95 
3,344.75 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

12,716.70 

Expenses 
1936-37 

6,633.20 
530.39 

3,506.69 
6,217.34 

81,375.65 

98,263.27 

8,594.90 
3,643.64 

12,238.54 

20,014.27 
478.16 

$11,639.77 

$ 5,992.8< 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ graut you a 
rich measure of His Spirit and may He, who is the only 
wise God grant you much wisdom in 'Your activities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
for the Board of Trustees of 
Calvin College and Seminary. 

L. J. LAMBERTS, Secretary (signed) 
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SUPPLEMENT III 

.REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 
HOME MISSIONS 

To the Synod of 1938 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

'T' HE Executive Committee for Home Missions begs to 
, submit the following report to yonr honorable body. 
TihJis report has been divided into ten parts or sections for 
the convenience of the Synod and to facilitate action: 

I. PERSONNEL AND ORGANIZATION 
1. Some mutations in the personnel of the Committee 

should firs~ be reported. . 
On Sept. 9, 1937, th,e,:Rev. ,Wm. Stnart resigned as a 

member of the Ex. Comm:becanseit was not possible for 
him to attend the meetings of the Committee. Tillis resig­
nation was accepted and it was decided to notify the Rev. 
"Wm. Kok of Zeeland, Michigan, that he, according to synod­
ical appointment and as the aliernate of the Rev. Stnart, 
would be considered a member of the Comm. From the 
above-mentioned date, Rev. 'Kok has, therefore, been a 
member of the Comm. and he was made a member of tbe 
snb-committee for Chul'ch Extension. 

At the same meeting, viz., Sept. 9, 1937, the Rev. H. Baker 
resigned since hie was about to be installed as home'mis­
sionary-at"iarge. This resignation was accepted and the 
Rev. H. E. Oostendorp of Zeeland, Michigan, was notified 
that he, according to synodical appointment and as the 
alternate for the Rev. Baker, would be considered a mem .. 
ber of the Ex. Comm. From the above-mentioned date 
Rev. Oostendorp has, tihJerefore, been a member of the 
Comm. and he was made a member of the sub-committee 
for the Emergency Fund. 

2. Upon the resigiiation of Rev. Baker, who was presi- ' 
dent of the Ex. Comm., Rev. H. Blystra was made president. 

3. During the p»st year the Ex. Comm. was, therefore, 
composed of the following members: Rev. H. Blystra, 
l'resident; Rev. N. J. Monsma, secretary; Rev. D. D. Bonh 
nema, treasurer; Rev. J. Breuker, Rev. F. Doezma, Mr. J. B. 
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Hulst, Rev. R. J. Karsen, Rev. Wm. Kok, Rev. H. E. Oosten­
dorp, aud the Rev. H. Baker, mis'Sionary-at-large, who 
served in an advisory capacity. 

4. The terms of the followiDg members expire at this 
time: Rev. F. Doezema, Rev. R. ,J. Ka",sen, Rev. N., J. 
Monsma, together with that of their alternates: Dr. W. H. 
Rutgers, Rev. M. Bolt, Rev. C. Holtrop. 

5. The personnel of th,e sub-committees for the past 
year has been as follows: ' 

a. Church Extension: Monsma, Elystra (Sec'y), Kok. 
b. Church Subsidy; Breuker, Karsen (Sec'y), Doezema. 
c. Emergency Fuud: Bonnema, Hulst (Sec'y), Oos.ten· 

dorp. 
6. Since the synod of 1937, the Ex. Comm. has met 

twelve times, (that is to say, monthly). In addition, the 
sub-committees met many times. ' 

II. GENERAL INFORMATION 
1. CLASSES HUDSON AND HACKENSACK. 

The Ex. Comm. is happy to report that the Classes Hud­
son aud Hackensack have complied with the decisions of 
synod and co-operate fully with the Comm. at this time. 

At the suggestion of the Ex. Comm. the work in these 
C1aslses was, however, not transferred to the Comm. im­
mediately after the synod of 1937, but on Jan. 1, 1938. All 
the necessary information was obtained before that date, 
however, and our charge of the work began with the be­
ginning of this year. 
2. COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY SYNOD-ACTS 1937, ART. 109, 

p.89. 
The Committee mentioned above will, undoubtedly, ren­

der its report to synod. Hence, the Ex. Comm. need not 
and does not intend to report concerning the work done by 
this Comm. We only deslire to report the contact which 
we had with this Comm. The minutes of the meeting of 
the Ex. Comm. held Dec. 9, 1937, may be quoted here: 
"Rev. Bonnema ~eports that he has received contracts 
which the committee appointed by synod (see Acts 1937, 
p. 89) had made with the home missionaries, with the ex­
ception of the Rev. De J onge, in which contracts the 
amounts of their salaries and other emoluments are stipn­
lated. Decided to accept this material for information and 
to order it filed with the treasurer." 
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3. COOPERATION WITH CHURCH HELP COMMITTEE. 
A letter was sent by the Ex. Comm. on Nov. 18, 1937, to 

the synodical Church Help Committee, in whicil tbe co­
.qperation of this committee was sought toward the consoli­
dation of fields wheuever this is considered feasible, so 
Vhat the Church Help Committee was asked uot to grant 
aid until the Ex. COl"llm. had beeu consulted with respect 
to the future of the congregation seeking aid. This re­
quest was made with a view to the fact that weak churches 
ought not to he encouraged to continue in territories ade­
.quately covered by neighhoring Christian Reformed 
churches, hy which finances direly needed in other sections 
.are diverted. At the meeting of the Ex. Comm. held April 
7, 1938, a reply from the Church Help Committee was, at 
hand, in which the Ex. Comm. was informed that the 
Church Help Comm. had acted favorahly upon its request. 

4. REPORT-HuLST. 

Brother J. B. Hulst made an extensive journey through 
the West and along the Pacific Coast last year (summer 
and fall of 1937). Upon the request of the Ex. Comm. he 
contacted various fields and workers and made a rather 
jntensive study of Mormonism in Utah. Upon his return 
11e favored the Ex. Comm. with a detailed and written re­
port, as well as with various sugges,tions for the work. It 
will he understood that such journeys and contacts are 
profitahle for the work of the Ex. Comm., and the Church 
and the Ex. Comm. wishes to acknowledge its, indehtedness 
to hrother Hulst. 

5. THE Ex. COMM. AND THE CHURCH PAPERS. 

a. On Oct. 14,1937, a communication was received from 
the Rev. H. J. Kuiper, Editor of The Banner, in which he 
solicited the aid of the Ex. Comm. in the puhlication of a 
special Home Mission numher of The Banner. The Ex. 
Comm. was glad to avail itlself of the opportunity offered. 
The hrethren Baker, Bonnema, and Hulst were appointed as 
a special committee for this purpose, and this nnmber ap­
peared (as is generally known) during the heginning of the 
:year. 

h. On Novemher 18, 1937, it was decided to write the 
Puhlication Committee requestiug it to allot space in De 
Wachter and The Banner regularly for the cause of home 
missions. At this time the Rev. H. Baker, missionary-at-
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large, was also appointed editor (jf this department in case 
the Publication Committee should act favorably upon the 
request. At the meeting of Jan. 13, 1938, a letter from the 
Publication Committee was at hand Which stated that as· 
much space as possible would be given to the Ex. Comm., 
but that it could not be said just hlOw much space that 
would be. 

c. At the meeting of May 9, 1938, a member of the Ex. 
Comm. reported that he had approached the Publication 
Committee in regard to the publication of articles in one 
of our church papers which concerned home mission work 
and cau:sed a stir in a section of our Church. The Ex .. 
Comm. was thereupon. informed fhat the Publication 
Committee had decided to publish: 

(1) that the Rev. H. Baker is the Editor of the Home 
Mission Department; 

(2) that space had beel1 allotted the Ex. Comm. for home' 
missions nnder a general heading; 

(3) that all articles on home mission matters should be 
. sent t'O the Rev. Baker, missionary-at-Iarge. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE WITH CLASS!S MUSKEGON. 

At the meeting of Oct. 14, 1937, a communication was at 
. hand from Classis Muskegon, which reads as, follows: 

"Classis Muskegon calls the attention of the Executive Home Mis­
sions Committee to the seeming discrepancy that exists between the 
sum total of the budget allowance in the Church Extension and the 
Church Subsidy Funds and the quota per family per year for these 
funds, and requests that if possible a re-adjustment in the quota per­
family be effected for the ensuing year." 

The Ex. Comm. 'boo replied to Classis Muskegon as· 
follows: 

I'The Executive Committee for Home Missions is in receipt of your 
communication of October 7, inst. The ColllIil. has instructed me to 
write your Classis as follows: (a) That the Exec. Comm. cannot ac­
cede to the request of Classis' Muskegon, since Synod knew all the 
facts mentioned in your communication, and since no committee of 
Synod may assume the right to -make 're-adjustments' under such 
conditions. (b) That the Ex. Comm. desires to call- the attention of 
Classis Muskegon to the decision of the Synod of 1937, Acts, p. 84, 
'Synod further decides that these recommendations are adopted with 
the distinct understanding that the committee shall increase the al­
lowances if possible.' Already now the Ex; Comm. is receiving re­
quests for increase in allowances, and no Glassis, considering the ex­
ceedingly low salaries received by the ministers of our subsidized' 
churches (cf. pp. 151-153, Acts, 1937), will dare tq assert that such 
increases are not urgently called for. (c) Further, the Ex. Comm. 
wishes to inform C.I~ssis. Muskegon that it will ,not waste any money,. 
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and calls attention to the fact that not enough money is received to 
meet our obligations and promises. Even Classis Muskegon 'itself 
was behind in the payment of the 1937 quota (which is lower than 
the 1938 quota) to the amount of $1,083.55 at the end of the second 
quarter of this year. While it should be stated that Classis Mus­
kegon is one of the best paying Classes. It should be understood 
that there are crying needs and that we must do all we can to al­
leviate these conditions. (d) Moreover, it should be borne in mind 
that many of the families included in the 24,604 of which C1. Muske­
gon speaks belong to the 84 churches benefitting from the funds, and 
that these churches, as a rule, contribute little or nothing to the funds. 
Hence stronger churches must contribute more. (e) Finally, atten­
tion should be called to the fact that if it is true that the quota for­
the Home Mission work exceeds the budget, this is also the case with -, 
other synodical funds, ,such as that for South American Missions and 
Jewish Missions. The quota for the South American work exceeds 
the budget by $1,253.00, while the quota for Jewish Missions exceeds 
the -budget by -$7,653.00. The Executive Committee trusts that these 
facts will enable your honorable body to appreciate the needs in the 
Home Mission field not only, but to co-operate as much as possible 
in order that this work of the Lord may progress and relief may be 
granted as soon as possible." 

7. MISSIONARIES AND THEIR WORK, ETC. 

a. It was decided on Nov. 18, 1937, that the home mis­
sioDaries are to report their activities to the Classical Home 
Missionrs Committee of the Classes in whose territories 
they lahor, as well as to the Ex. Comm., in order that these 
committees may hecome acquainted with such work and 
the reports read to the classical meetingsi. 

h. On Nov. '18, 1937, it was decided to request the Clas­
sical Home Missions Committees, to arrange snpplies for 
the various misSiion fields in connection with the rule that 
pastors of subsidized chnrches are to serve ODe week for 
every $100.00 treceived as subsidy. The services of snch pas­
tors should be obtained as live near the mission field. 

c. On Jan. 13, 1938, if was decided that the missionaries 
should arrange with the consistories of churches or groups. 
served by the mllisionaries so that such chnrches or groups 
send a complete financial statement to the treasurer of the 
Ex. Comm. at the end of each quarter. 

d. The transfer of the Rev. Mellema from Hamshire to 
Woodville occasioned a discussion with Prof. Volbeda con­
cerning the necessity of transferring the ecclesiastical con­
nections of missionaries whenever their field of labor i& 
changed, After the sub-committee for Church Extension 
had taken this matter under advisement, the Ex. Comm. 
decided that the transfer of such connections was desir-
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,able, if not for theoretical reasons, then for practical. A 
proposed form to be used for this purpose was adopted 
and is available to Synod. It was also decided to use the 
fOrIn for "Minister's Consistorial Credential," found in 
'Schaver's Church Order, p. 135, after the phrase "to ac­
quiesce in his acceptance" be changed to read, "to acquie,ce 
in his transfer." 

So CANDIDATES. 

a. Since situations arise in whkh it seems to be desirable 
that candidates serving churches or stations be transferred, 
the Ex. Comm. has given considerable thought, especially 
through its sub-committee for the Emergency Fund, to t'he 
advisability of such transfer, but has decided that it would 
not be wise to inaugurate any Isystem of exchange or trans­
fer of candidates, but to confine itself to suggesting candi­
dates who are available whenever inquiries are made. 

b. The following explanatory letter ibas been drawn up 
and is sent to fields asking the Ex. Comm. to make ap­
pointments: 

"The Executive Committee for Home Missions, through its sub­
committee for the Emergency Fund, refrains from recommending can­
<lidates for the various fields of labor, for the following reasons: 

(1) The original Emergency Committee has never followed this 
practice. 

(2) The committee is not well enough acquainted with the make­
up and ability of the various candidates to judge fairly about 
their fitness for a certain field. One should have a thorough 
knowledge both of the field and of the candidate, in order to 
give sound and· helpful--advice. . 

(3) A candidate may fit in one field while he would prove to be a 
failure in another field. 

(4) The Committee might recommend a man whom .it deems fit for 
a certain field, while the constituency of that field, either in 
part or in its entirety, disapproves of its choice. 

(5) The experiences of the past have taught the Committee to be 
very cautious in this matter. 

The Executive Committee therefore advises: 
(1) That those wno have charge of these various fields contact 

the body which is most fit to judge about the make-up and 
ability of the various candidates. This body is the Faculty of 
our Calvin Seminary. 

(2) That you give the Faculty thorough information as to the 
following: 
a) Is your field one which calls only for the regular activities 

in an organized church, because it is a settled church com­
munity? 
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b) Is your field one which calls for work among the scattered 
former members of our Christian Reformed churches, who 
have drifted away from our own church life? 

c) Does your field give opportunity to work among the 'un­
churched,' regardless of what their former church relation­
ships (if they have had any) have been? 

d) What languages do you use in your divine worship 1" 

9. STUDENTS AND PRACTICAL MISSION WORK . 

. The Ex. Comm. has addressed a letter to the Seminary 
Faculty in which the question is asked whether some ways 
or meaus cannot be devised through which all or some of 
our theological students could gain practical experience in 
dty miss[on work or the work among the unchllirched in 
general. The Comm. was led to the writing of this letter 
because it has been its experience illlJat by no means all our 
candidates are prepared to do work of this Jpnd. No reply 
l1asbeen received to date. 
10. PAYMENT OF EXPENSES OF MEETINGS OF CLASSICAL HOME 

MISSION COMMITTEES. 

The Ex. Comm. received a bill {,rom one of our Classical. 
Home Mission Committees for expenses incurred by the 
members of the Comm. in traveling to and from the meet­
ings of the Committee. The Exec. Comm. has, however, 
not honored this bill since it 18, of the opinion that Synod 
should not begin to pay such items, but that our Classes 
-should defray such expens,es from a classical expense fund. 

11. \V INNIPEG. 

As an instance to illustrate that the Ex. Comm. is trying 
to have our needy chul'ches pass from one stage to another, 
the case of the Winnipeg church may be mentioned. This 
church became "vacant" when Rev. Wierenga was trans­
ferred to Minneapolis. The Ex. Comm. has written this 
dhurch that it was deemed wise for the church to apply 
for snbsidy and call its own pas,tor. 

12. REV. L. TRAP AND CHATHAM. 

The Rev. L. Trap, pastor emeritus, has been laboring in 
the Chatham church since last Fall. It should be under­
stood, however, that 'he ]s' not eugaged by the Ex. Comm. 
and that his status is still that of an emeritus prustor. He 
serves rus a stated supply to the Chatham church and the 
Ex. Comm. has only given the brother a little remuneration 
for the first few weeks he labored there and has sent the 
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consistory of Chatham $25.00 in April to cover traveling 
expenses in pa!!toral anrd missionary work. 

13. OTSEGO, MICHIGAN. 

A request was received from the church at Otsego, Mich., 
endorsed by Classis Kalamazoo, asking for subsidy to the 
amount of $700.00 per year, while the church promises to 
contribute $300.00 per year towards the salary of the pas­
tor. The Ex. Comm. did not ~ee its way clear to grant this 
request, because of the apparent stagnancy in the develop­
ment of this church, and since thle Rev. H. J. Mulder is 
officially connected with it, who can administer the sacra­
ments in its midst regulwrly. 

14. Finally, the Ex. Comm. wishes to voice its disap­
proval to Synod of the fact that the Rev. H. J. Mulder's pro­
test to the Synod c~ 1937 was incorporated;;' the Aots. 
Tbiis is not only contrary to custom, but also wholly unnec­
essary. 

III. CHURCH EXTENSION 

At present we have eleven home .• missionaries. Since 
the last meeting of Synod the Revs. T. De Boer and H. J. 
De Vries received honorable emeritation, and the latter 
has recently been transferred to the Church triumphant. 
The missionaries in service are: H. Baker, J. S. Bait, K.. 
Bergsma, M. Botbyl, J. R. Brink, J. C. De Bruyn, J. De 
Jonge, D. Mellema, Wm. Meyer, H. J. Mulder, and H. 
Wierenga. 

The relations between the Executive Committee and 
the missionaries have on the whole been agreeable. 
Although, as Synod knows., Missionary H. J. Mulder was 
loathe to cooperate with the Executive Committee at first,. 
we are happy to report that the brother has promised his 
wholehearted cooperation in carrying out the mission 
program of our Church. We regret that since the begin­
ning of March of this year due to illness he has not been 
able to be actively engaged in his field of labor. He has 
written our committee that he is anxious to resume his 
labors and to serve the Church in whatever field is 
assigned to him. May the Lord soon restore him to 
health. 

The Missionaries J. C. De Bruyn and J. De Jonge were 
somewhat handicapped in discharging their duties be­
cause of ill health. The Rev. J. De Jonge has asked that 
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he be granted a period of rest in view of his physical 
condition and the fact that he has not taken the full time 
granted him for a vacation for several years. This re­
quest was supported by Classis California and your Com­
mittee granted him the privilege of taking a reasonable 
s,eason of rest. . 

Your Committee has consulted the Classical Home 
Mission Committee. and Classes and was guided by their 
advice. We believe this to be the intent of the Mission 
Order. The response to our request for cooperation and 
advice was encouraging. It is our desire that the sgveral 
Classes shall ever realize that the care and development 
of the fields depend lagely on the interest shown by 
Classes in them. 

In presenting onr report of the labors of the past year 
we herewith gIve a survey of the work and fields of onr 
missionaries. The report of the labors of the Home Mis­
sionary at large' will be given under a separate heading. 

OUR MISSION ARIES 

Missionary J. S. Balt is stationed at Hamilton, Ontario. 
He has ministered faithfully to the local congregation. 
There is a remarkable improvement in the spiritual con­
dition of the church and an appreciable renewed interest 
in Kingdom work. Several families which lived at a 
great distance from the church have moved to Hamilton. 
During the past year eleven persons bave professed their 
f aitb in" the Lord. ' 

Tbe Rev. J. S. Bait contacts families scattered through­
out the district surrounding Hamilton and makes oc­
casional calls in Princeton, Ingersol, Beachville, Glenn 
Meyer, Tilsonburg, and Toronto. On one Sunday each 
mouth he serves the groups at Holland Mal1sh, and as needs 
may require. It was especially through his labors that 
the organization of Holland Marsh as a congregation was 
effected on March 23, 1938. 

Missionary K. Bergsma is stationed at Vancouver, B. C. 
The local congregation appreciates his services highly. 
Besides ministering faithfully to the needs of the Van­
couver people, he has served the fields at Tl'ail, Burdett, 
Canada, and Conrad, Montana. His contacts with the 
group at Trail have resulted in accessions to the Van­
couver Church. The atten,dance at both the Holland and 
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English services in Vancouver is gratifying. Duriug the 
past year several young people have made profession of 
faith. The cougregation was able to meet its finaneial 
obligations satisfactorily. 

W'ith the approbation of the Home Mission Committee 
of Classis Pacific, Rev. K. Bergsma .spent six weeks in 
California and opened a new field at El Monte and also' 
served the congregation at Ontario. Your Committee en­
gaged the Rev. A. Guikema to minister to the spiritual 
needs of Vancouver in the absence of the missionary. 

In view of the need of a missionary in other fields in the 
Northwe,t your Committee is considering the advisability 
of encouraging the Vancouver congregation to apply for 
aid from the Subsidy Fund toward the calling of a pastor. 
The congregation, as well as the mission cause in that 
territory, will be benefitted by that change in the status 
of the Vancouver church. Vancouver can hardly be con­
sidered to be a mission field and, whereas the Rev. K. 
Bergsma is frequently elsewhere, the local field will profit 
by having a pastor of its own. 

Missionary M. Botbyl is stationed at Monsey, N. Y. In 
the beginning of the year 1938 he was placed under the 
supervision of Synod and the Executive Committee. Be­
fore that, he was the missionary of Classes Hackensack 
and Hudson. Besides ministering to the needs of the 
Monsey group he administers the Word and Sac,aments 
at Pittstown, N. J., a village located at a distance of fifty 
miles west of Paterson, N. J. His preaching is divided 
equally between Monsey and Pittstown. In both places 
one service is held a Sunday. This necessitates his mak­
ing the trip to Pittstown every Sunday morning and re­
turning to Mons.ey, N. Y., for the evening service. 

The Pittstown group consists of approximately fourteen 
families. Some of these families live in Pennsylvania, 
some twenty-five miles distant from Pittstown. They are 
enrolled in the Bethel Chr. Ref. Church at Paterson. 

Monsey, N. Y., is located seventeen miles from Paterson. 
At one time we had an organized church in that town. 
Today we have a mission station there. Its Sunday School 
enrollment nnmbers ninety. On Friday afternoon in­
struction is given by the missionary to thirty-five children 
of the Monsey grammar school. 
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There is a likelihood that the group at Pittstown will 
be organized into a congregation if the prosperity of its 
members continues. 

Monsey is a typical American commnnity. Althougb 
there is but little probability that a Chr. Ref. church will 
be organized there, our missioD station fills a real need 
iu laboring among the unchurched, our church building 
being the only one of its kind in that community. 

Our veteran Home Missionary, The Rev. J. R. Brink, has 
carried on his work with unabated enthusiasm and the 
Lord has blessed his labors greatly. Undoubtedly he will 
consider the past year one of the banner years in his 
ministry in the sphere of Home missions. Beside his 
many regular duties b~ has delivelred mission addresses in 
fifteen different places. 

His time has been divided between the following fields: 
Western Springs, Midlothian, Minneapolis, Raymond, 
Pipestone, and Randolph. Of these fields Western Springs, . 
Raymond, Pipestone and Randolph were organized as 
Christian Reformed churches. At present he is laboring 
in the EI Monte, California, region at the request of the 
Execntive Committee. 

The results of his labors have been highly gratifying. 
Raymond has proceeded to the calling of a minister. Pipe­
stone is applying for support from the Emergency Fund. 
Randolph has engaged the services of a candidate and 
Western Springs has recently purchased a building at the 
cos t of. $4000.00. 

• \Ve owe the Rev. J. R. Brink a glowing tribute of praise 
for his wholehearted and self denying co-operation with 
the Committee. His abounding enthusiasm and optimism 
are stimnlating for one's faith in the worthwhileness of 
Home Mission Activity. 

As ever alert to find openings for entrance, he calls 
attention to Kentland, Ind., and Adrian, Minn., as prob­
able fields for church extension. 

Missionary J. C. De Bruyn has labored in Martin, S. D., 
investigated Flandreau, S. D., and has ministered to the 
gr9uP at Wichita, Kansas, since Dec. 5. The few families 
at Martin, S. D., intend to leave as soon as a favorable 
occasion presents itself. Work was discontinued in that 
field in the early part of last September. The Flandreau 
territory offers no prospects forchnrch extension. 
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Wichita's future as a field for church extension is prob­
lematical. The members of the group have been devoid 
of religious services for twenty years and are in great 
need of indoctrination in Reformed faith and practice. 
The attendance at the religious services is diminishing. 
The Rev. J. C. De Bruyn reports that the work is carried 
on as usual. Having been in poor health, he writes that 
appareutly it has improved. 

Missionary l. De longe has labored in Artesia and en­
virons. Dnring the past year four families have returned 
to the Middle 'Vest so that the congregation now numbers 
only ten families. It was hoped that meeting in Artesia 
instead of in Buena Park wonld be a distinct advantage 
and induce the people in' Artesia to worship there. That 
hope was not realized. 

The Rev. J. De Jonge has especially given his attention 
to personal work for which there is abundant opportunity 

, in that district. That Artesia did not grow is discouraging 
for tbe missionary, In view_of Rev. J. De Jonge's extended 
vacation and tbe advice of Classis California that he be 
transferred to some other field, the Artesia chnrch re­
quested and was promised support from the Emergency 
Fnnd toward obtaining the services of a candidate, 

Missionary D. Mellema is now laboring in the Wood­
ville, Mich., district. In consultation with the consistorv 
of Hamshire, the Home Mission Committees of Pella anrl 
Muskegon, and the missionary, his transfer from Ham­
shire to Woodville was effected in the early pad 'of last 
November at the request of the consistories of the Fre-' 
mont churches. His services in the new field are appre­
ciated and the attendance at public worship is increasing. 
Woodville has a well organized Sunday School in which 
members of the Fremont churches take an active part. 

Woodville is an American community. People of all 
shades of religion are found there. An encouraging num­
ber have made profession of their faith and others are 
contemplating doing so. The work in an Adult Bible 
Class and catechism classes is bearing fruil. The marked 
increase in attendance and interest appears to justify the 
stationing of an ordained man in that commnnity. 

Missionary Wm. Meyer continues' to provide for the 
spiritual needs of Blackwell and Windsor, Ontario. 
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Numerically the two fields are of the same size. Besides 
giving attention to the needs of these two fields he serves 
the Holland Marsh group once a month. He has also 
given his time and energy to that church and was happy 
to assist in its organization. 

The fields in the province of Ontario have not made 
appreciable progress of late. Since immigration was cur­
tailed, very few have joined our churches. 

The Rev. Wm. Meyer has done much to prepare the 
Saginaw field in becoming a mission station. It was his 
privilege to conduct the first services in Saginaw, Sept. 
19, 1937. 

Missionary H. J. Mulder has given his time chiefly to the 
Dorr field. During the months June, July, and August 
of last year he served the congregation at Chatham. 

The results at Dorr have been very encouraging. When 
the Rev. W. C. Steenland accepted the call to the Des 
Plaines church, an interested group which numbered 
eighty-five souls met regularly in the building of the 
Methodist church. Upon his leaving, classical supplies 
were given for the space of one month. The field, being 
in need of intensive mission work, was assigned to Rev. H. J. 
Mulder in the early part of September. March 8, 1938, it 
was organized as a congregation. 

Our missionary also occasionally served the congrega­
tion, Otsego, with which he is officially connected. Sinc~ 
the early part of March he has been unable, due to illness, 
to be actively engaged. The latest reports indicate that 
he is on the road to recovery. 

Missionary H. Wierenga is now stationed in Minne­
apolis, Minn. He began his labors there April 24, 1938. 
Concerning his transfer we shall report in the matters 
which require Synodical approval. In as much as the 
ministry of the 'Rev. H. 'Wierenga in Minneapolis is very 
brief no reaction as to the future prospects can be re­
ported to Synod at this time. 

During the year prior to his transfer he labored faith­
fully in the Winnipeg field. Concerning his ministry of 
the past eight years he reports "three main objectives 
have been realized more or less fully with respect to the 
Winnipeg group. Doctrinal purification, greater emphasis 
on spiritual separation, more English, and more self­
support." 
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The needs of the Shackleton group, which is a branch 
of Winnipeg, were served hy conducting divine services 
on seven Lord's Days and visiting its members and the 
unchurched of the neighborhood. He advises that the re­
maining families be placed under the supervision of 
Classis Pacific in as much as Burdelt is nearer to 
Shackelton than Winnipeg. 

MISSIONARY -AT-LARGE 

It goes withont saying that the Ex. Comm. has been 
able to function more efficiently this past year than the 
previous year. This was not only due to the fact that 
practically all the work of reorganization, as demanded 
by the New Home Mission Order, 'had been completed by 
the time the synod of 1937 met; but especially due to the 
fact that the services of the Rev. H. Baker, home mission-· 
ary-at-large, were placed at the disposal of the Ex. Comm. 
by Synod. The Comm. is happy to report a splendid co­
operation between it and the Rev. Baker, and the Comm. 
doesn't doubt but what the church at large and our 
various Classes in particular have benefilted much by the 
brother's labors and advice upon the floor of the classical 
meetings. We present an account of the activities of the 
miss,ionary-at-large in this report. 

The Ex. Comm. met on July 9, 1937, with a delegation 
of the consistory of the Neland Avenue Church, Grand 
Rapids, which had been designated the calling church by 
the Synod, for the purpose of constructing the lelter of 
call to be sent to the Rev. Baker and bv which the Neland 
Avenue Church extended the cali to tlie brother. A copy 
of this lelter of call has been filed with the secretary of the 
Ex. Comm., who shall be glad to submit the same to 
Synod if desired. 

In due time Rev. Baker accepted the call extended to· 
him and preparations for his installation were made' in 
the Neland Avenue Church on Sunday, September 19,. 
1937. The installation took place during the morning 
services of that day, at which the Rev. Monsma preached 
the sermon; Rev. H. J. KUiper, pastor loci, read the form,. 
and the Rev. Bonnema gave the charge to the missionary. 
Rev. Baker preached his inaugural sermon on the evening 
of that day. The Revs. Breuker and Beets took part in the 
seryices. He entered upon his labors immediately there-
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after and left for the west coast, calling on and working 
in the midst of Classes Pacific and California. . 

In this connection the Ex. Comm. wishes to acknowl­
edge the good services of onr transportation secretary, Mr. 
B. Pbmma, who has so willingly lahored to supply our 
missionary with the necessary passes. 

Our Home Missionary-at-large has been engaged since 
his installation in discharging the duties of his call. A 
brief report of his labors are herewith presented to Synod. 
The complete reports to the Executive Committee are at 
the disposal of Synod and its advisory committee. 

Opening and Prepa,ring New Fields 

With respect to the opening and preparing of new fields· 
we can report the following. 

Seattle, Washington--- A preliminary investigation in 
loco and through correspondence revealed that there are 
16 families and 15 individuals, of whom we know that they 
formerly were members of the ChI'. Reformed Church, 
and an encouraging number of these have indicated that 
they are interested in organiziI)g a Christian Reformed 
church in Seattle. This information has been submitted 
to Classis Pacific. 

Classis Pacific concurred in the advice of our Commit­
tee that the Rev. K. Bergsma he instructed to contact those 
families and individuals. As soon as possible this instruc­
tion will be carried out." 

El Monte, CaUf.-At the meeting of Classis California 
in Octoher, 1937, five families, affiliated with the Christian 
Reformed Church, and one family of the Refornied 
Church petitioned Classis to station a missionary in EI 
Monte. They suggested that the missionary could minister 
to hath Ontario and El Monte. Classis decided to snpport 
the petition and advised that the Executive Committee 
station a missionary in that field provided the Missionary­
at-large upon investigation can support the request. And 
investigation was made and. the report being encourag­
ing, your Committee decided to supply a worker for that 
field as soon as possible. Work was begun in the middle· 
of March hy Rev. K. Bergsma and is heing carried on 
through the co-operation of Rev. J. R. Brink. 

Wichita, Kansas-In ,Vichita, Kansas. there wei'e e,­
pecially 16 families, who were interested in our Chu~ch. 
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At the request of the Home Mission Committee of Classi. 
Pella the field was investigated. Our missionary-at-Iarge 
advised that for the space of six months support be given 
the group at Wichita. At the end of six months pther 
arrangements were to be made if the field proved to be 
a promising one. In view of the fact that Missionary J. C. 
De Brnyn had no definite field of labor, it was decided 
that he be requested to serve that group. 

Saginaw, Michigan-Rev. \Vm. Meyer had previously 
eontacted several families in Saginaw, Michigan, whicb 
were interested in opening a mission station in that city. 
After an investigation by our missionary-at-Iarge and the 
Rev. Wm. Meyer your Committee concurred in their ad­
vice that a mission station be opened there. The first 
services were held in September, 1937. Candidate G. Pars 
has served this station during the past year. It is in 
special need of more intensive work. 

Randolph, Wisconsin-At the request of the Home Mis­
sionary Committee of Classis Wisconsin the Rev. H. Baker 
made a preliminary investigation at Randolph. The report 
was encour,aging. It was decided to ask the Rev. J. R. 
Brink to labor there as soon as his work in Minnesota 
permitted him to do so. The result has been gratifying. 
A congregation was organized in Randolph in the Spring 
of this year. We gratefully make mention of the whole­
hearted co-opel'ation of the mother church at Randolph. 

Fields Investigated 

A part of the task of the missionary-at-Iarge is "to 
acquaint himself and the Executive Committee through 
personal investigation with the entire Home Mission ter­
ritory, etc." The fields investigated besides those men­
toned above are: Vancouver, Artesia, Modesto, Ontario, 
Glendale, Dorr, Chatham, Hamilton, Holland Marsh, 
Dearborn, Ann. Arbor, Ypsilanti, Minneapolis, Goshen, 
Pittstown, Hamshire, Bluffton, Delhi. We make mention 
only of that which may be of special interest to Synod. 

Modesto, California-The Rev. H. .T. De Vries labored 
in this field until he became ilL Modesto has passed from 
the Church Extension stage into that of a subsidized 
ehurch. 
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Glendale, California-This congregation lUIs enjoyed 
the favor of the Lord and grown appreciably. It has 
passed from the Emergency into the Subsidy stage. 

Chatham, Ontario-The Rev. L. Trap is ministering 
acceptably to the needs of this congregation. It plaus to 
engage a candidate when occasion calls for that arrange­
ment. 

Dorr, Michigan-Work was begun in Dorr by the Rev. 
W. C. Steenland in the summer of 1937. Missionary H. J. 
Mulder has continued the work. Dorr was organized as 
a church in March, 1938. It plans to engage a candidate. 
cmder the Emergency Fund. 

Holland Marsh,. Ontario-Prior to April, 1938, the group 
was a branch of the Hamilton church. It was organized 
as a congregation in the Spring of this year. 

Dearborn, Michigan-Candidate Entingh's labors in the 
Dearborn district have born fruit and the organization of 
the group as a church was effected in April of this year. 
Assistance aud advice was given in re procuring a suit­
able building for the Dearborn people. The following 
excerpt is taken from the minutes of January 13, 1938: 

"Rev. Baker reports on a conference held with members of the 
Dea'rborn group and the Detroit consistory on nee. 14. This con­
ference was of the opinion that the spending of $1000.00 per year 
(as decided by Synod) would be a waste of money. The conference 

favors the erection of a building, the first floor of which to' serve as 
a meeting place and the second floor as a dwelling for the worker. 
The $1000.00 per year to 'be allowed for rent could be used as pay­
ments on the building -which is, according to plans, to cost about 
$6000.00. The Ex. Comm. was asked to approve or to disapprove 
,of this plan. The Detroit committee is to investigate how to finance 
the cost of erection. It suggested that the Detroit consistory could 
advance some money and that some individual may be interested in 
providing the funds needed, to 'be repaid on a land contract. It 
was decided that Rev. Baker is to inform the Detroit people that the 
-plan looks plausible to the Ex. C0111 .• but that the Ex. Comm. cannot 
assume obligations which would go beyond the decisions of the 
;Synod of 1937 in re Dearborn." 

Something should be done to meet the need of a build­
ing which is more snit able and centrally located. An over­
ture from Clfrssis Grand Rapids East will bring this mat­
ter to the attention of Synod. 

Ann Arbor, Michigan-Ypsilanti-At the request of a 
member of a committee of the Lagrave Ave. Church, 
which provides for the spiritual needs of students and 
Tesidents at Ann Arbor, the missionary-at-Iarge investi-
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gated the field with a view to its becoming a field for 
chnrch extension. We quote a few excerpts from tbe 
report of Rev. H. Baker: 

"In our opinion the desirability of expanding the work in Ann 
Arbor is not at all doubtful. We believe this for the following 
reasons: 

a. Bringing a message to our sons and daughters once a week is 
hardly sufficient to minister adequately to their needs ...... . 

b. There are families of- Reformed persuasion which are located. 
more or less permanently in Ann Arbor and its environs ..... 

c. The University Hospital at Ann Arbor afford-s many oppor-
tunities for service ....... . 

'Dhe question we face is: does .the work ,at Ann Arbor properly lie 
'w-ithin the province of the Ex. Committee. It is our opinion -that it 
does not and we advise that the following reply be .presented to 
Professor 'J. G. Vanden Bosch. 

In view of the facts that: 
a. The students at Ann Arbor and the members residing there 

are connected with our churches in Michigan and retain their 
membership in their home churches; 

b. The mem:bers who attend our services there, with a few 
ex'ceptions, ,are not permanently located in Ann Arhor, but 
intend to move elsewhere and hence the probability of estab­
lishing a Christian Reformed ChUTCh in Ann Al~bor is quite 
remote; 

c. Ann Arbor, a University town, does not attract our people as. 
a suitable place for residence and therefore does not hold 
forth any real prospects of organizing a congregation there; 

-the Executive Committee for Home Missions does not consider it 
to belong to its province to assume responsibility for the group now 
located in that place." 

This .advice wa:s adopted by your Committee. 
Toronto, Ontario-The field was .investigated in the· 

early part of last December. At that time there were no 
indications that Toronto offers any prospects for success­
ful mission activity by our Cburch .. It was decided to 
wait for a more opportune time. 

Minneapolis, Minn.-The field was investigated and the 
advice adopted by your Committee reads "In as much as 
the consensus of opinion is that the work should be con­
tinued, we make the provision so strongly desired and 
station one of our missionaries as a permanent worker" 
there. 

Goshen, N. Y.--This field was supported by the Emer­
gency Fund. It has now passed into the Subsidy Stage. 

Hamshire, Texas-The church at Hamshire will hence­
forth receive support from the Subsidy Fund. The Home· 
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Mission Committee of Classis Pella is of the opinion that 
it should have a minister of its own. In as much as Ham­
shire cannot be considered to be a mission field and sup­
port from the Emergency Fund can hardly meet the needs 
of an organized congregation which is isolated, your Com­
mittee upon the advice of Classes Pella decided to recom­
mend it to Synod for support from the Subsidy Fund. 
. Delhi, New York-At the request of the Eastern Home! 
Mission the Delhi, N. Y., district was iruvestigated. There I 
are twelve families in the neighborho. od of Delhi WhiC~ 
might be considered to be interested in the opening of 
mission 'station. However, in as much as: 1. The peopl 
who are interested live far apart; (several live 25 mil s 
from Delhi in different directions) 2. The churches in rhe 
Delhi district are quite orthodox; (The majority oftlieir 
membership is Scotch Presbyterian). 3. The financial. in­
ability of our people in Delhi would make it necessary 
for our Church to support in full the employment of a 
worker in that district; 4. The expense of traveling to a 
centra] meeting place makes regular .attendance pro­
hibitive; your Committee decided to look away from 
Delhi County as a prospective field for Home Mission 
activity on the part of our Church. 

Contacts with Missionaries and Classes 

The missionary-at-large has conferred with the several 
missionaries and attended the meetings of the following 
Clagses: Pacific, California. Kalamazoo. Grand Rapids 
South. Hudson. Wisconsin, Sioux Center, Pella, Orange 
City, Minnesota, and Grand Rapids East. Conflict in dates 
made it impossible to attend all. He conferred with the 
classical committee in matters that pertain to Home Mis­
sions in their districts and served Clas'3es with advice in 
person and through correspondence.' 

Pleading the Cause 

The Rev. H. Baker addressed the Classes named above 
in behalf of Home Missions, and administered the Word 
in 44 different churches and mission stations, preaching 
73 sermons of which by far the greater number were 
delivered with a view to making our people more mission 
c9nscious. He delivered 14 missionary addres,ses at the 
Women's Missionary Union meetings in the Middle West 
and Michigan. 
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In conclnsion we can report that he is establishing con­
tacts with the Chnrches in the Netherlands and has, served 
the Executive Committee in an advisory capacity. 

Summary, of Fields, Change in Status. 

Seattle, Washington .... __ ...... Su'rvey in progress. 
Artesia, Cl':\lifornia ..... _ ....... ~wm engage a candidate. 
El Monte, California ....• ____ .Calling a missionary advised. 
Wichita, Kang·as ........ _ .. _ ..•.. Will engage a candidate. 
Saginaw, Michigan ____ . _________ In need of more intensive work. 
Kalamazoo, Michigan ______ .... Survey probable. 
Woodville, Michigan _____ ._. __ .. Missionary stationed there. 
Kentland, Indiana _______ . ____ . ___ To be investigated. 
Adrian, Minnesota ______ .. ___ ... To be investigated. 
Randolph, Wisconsin, II ._._ .. Candidate engaged. 
Raymond, Minnesota ..... __ ... _.A calling church. 
Pipestone, Minnesota ....... ___ Will engage a candidate. 
Bellingham, Washington .. _.To be investigated. 
Everson, Washington _ .... _._._To be investigated. 
La Combe, Alberta .............. Will engage a candidate. 
Hamshire, Texas ................. _A calling church. 
Dorr, Michigan .................... Will engage a candidate. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota ... __ ,Missionary stationed there. 
Modesto, California ............ A calling church. 
IGlendale, California ............ A calling church. 
Chatham, Ontario ................ Served by Rev. L. Trap. 
Goshen, New York ........ __ .... A calling church. 
Dearborn, Michigan ....... _._ .. An organized church. 
Holland Marsh, Ontario ........ An organized church: 
Winnipeg, Canada ................ Request for subsidy advised. 
Western Springs .................. An organized church. . 

BUDGET FOR CHURCH EXTENSION FOR THE YEAR 1939 

a. Salaries of the Missionaries. 
Note-These figures have· been arrived at after the amounts 

paid by the con~gregations which are served, have been 
deducted. When a missionary is transferred, this 
amount is added to our expenditures. Where rent is 
paid, this lias been included in the list. 

Rev. H. Baker ______________________________________ $2,980.00 
Rev. J. S. BaIt ___________________________ 1,600.00 
Rev. K. Bergsma ..... __ ........... __ ......... 1,450.00 
Rev. M. Botbyl _______________________________________ 2,320.00 
Rev. J. R. Brink ___________________________ 2,480.00 
Rev. J. C. De Bruyn .................... _ ........... 2,240.00 
Rev. J. De Jonge ................ _........... 1,980.00 
Rev. D. Mellema ................ __ ................. 1,100.00 
Rev. Wm. Meyer ............................. __ 1,940.00 
Rev. H. J. Mulder __________________________________ 2.480.00 
Rev. H. Wierenga ........................ : ......... 2,380.00 $22,950.00' 
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b. Expenses incidental to calling new man (Including 
Salary and Moving Expenses) _"_" __________ "" _________ _ 

c. Expenses incidental to the work (Expenses of Mis­
sionary at Large, traveling of Missionaries inves w 

tigating fields, Pulpit. supplies during vacations, 
Pulpit supplies in fields which are served) '_"0 __ •• __ 

d. Rental for Dearborn (If granted by Synod) _________ _ 
e. Administrative Expenses _________ _"" _________ . __ 
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3,500.00' 

5,000.00' 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

$33,450.00 

Quota. The Execlitive Committee overtures Synod to 
set the quota for this work at $1.50 per family for the ye~r 
1939, since this amount is needed if we are to meet our 
budget, which does not include an allowance for possihle 
expansion. 

IV. CHURCH SUBSIDY 

1. The Ex. Comm.' takes pleasure in reporting to Synod 
tbat at the meeting of Jan. 13, 1938, letters were at hand 
from the churches of Dutton and Comstock, Michigan, in­
forming the Comm. that no subsidy is needed for the cur­
rent year; while the church in Alameda, Calif., iuformed 
the Comm. that the promised amount of subsidY for this 
year, $600.00, could be reduced to $500.00. This shows, a 
splendid spirit of co-operatioul, for which we feel glratefJlI. 

2. Upon request, the following churches are receiving 
an additional amount of subsidY for the current year, i. e., 
additional to tlhle amoul1lt promised by Synod: 

a. De Motte, Ind .. ____ .. __ ... an increase of $ 50.00, total $500.00 
b. Des Plaines, IlL _______ I( " "100.00," 600.00 
c. Coopersville, Mich. __ " I( I( 100.00," 700.00 
d. Volga, S. D. _____ . ________ " H 150.00," 500.00 
e. Ackley, Iowa __________" II H 100.00," 250.00 
f, Raymond, Minn. ____ " 500.00 

3. As the work of the CIaslses Hudson and Hackensack 
was transfel1red to the Ex. Comm. at the beginning of the 
year, the following subsidies were approved for the year 
1938: 

a. Hoboken ,. .. ,. ... , .... ,..,. .. , ............. ,.... ,.,$700.00 
b. Preakness _____________________ .. ________________________________ 600.00 
c. Terra Ceia _________ .. __________________________________________ 600_00 
d. Englewood , .. , ........ , ......... , .. , ........ ,., .. , ... , ... ,. ... ,. 550.00 

In regard to the subsidy allowed for the Englewood church, it: 
should be stated that the Comm. realized that this amount exceeds­
the amount allowed according to the scale, but that it felt compelled 
to yield this point, since the church had no opportunity to plead its-
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,case before Synod. Moreover, Classis Hackensack had promised this 
.subs~dy for 1938. 

4. The following vacant churcl!es received the' assur­
ance, upon request, that the promised amount of subsidy 
~ould be expected in case they obtained a pastor (see Acts 
1937, Art. 103, B, 5, p. 84): 

a., Holland Iowa _______ ..... ___ ........... __ November 18, 1937 
h. Hills, Minn. _______ . ____________________ ..... __ .March 10, 1938 
c. Rock Rapids, Iowa _______________________ .,. __ .. April 7, 1938 
d, Hollandale, Minn .. ' ..... ________________ . __ . ___ . __ .. May 9, 1938 

5. In tbis cOImection it might also be stated that the 
sum of $100.00 was paid to the church of Conrad, Mont., to 
eover part of the moving expenseS' of its pastor. 

6. The Ex. Comm. desires to call the attention of Synod 
to information received cOilicerning a manner in which at 
least one subsidized church has extended a call to a pastor. 
The letter of call was so formulated that the church seemed 
to assume re~onsibility only for that part of the salary 
whidh was contributed directly by the church and not for 
that part obtained from the Subsidy Fu:nd. The Ex. 
Comm. is of the opinion that the suhsidized churches. may 
not try to transfer final responsibility of paying the sal­
aries of its pastors to any fund or committee of the Church, 
hut should assume the full responsibility. 

7. Prior to sending out the quesltionnaires fo .. Church 
Subsidy for 1939 a letter was mailed to each of the 
churches that had received aid in the past calling atten­
tion to: 

a. The Fund furniSihed by the Church at large for the 
purpose of assisting the needy churches in remuner­
ating the ministe.-s serving these churches. 

b. The reductions in the subsidies the past year due to the 
impression left that some churches were drawing too 
liberally from tIus Fund. 

c. Urging upon the consistories not to permit their min­
isters to suffer because of tbis action, but ratheJl' to 
put forth a concerted effort to have the congregation 
itself make more liberal contributions and in doing 
so to move in the direction of the self -sustaining stage. 

d. Beconring more denominationally-minded and to ,thank 
of the greater needs that may be found in some of the 
other subsidized churches that may by the spirit of 
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co-opera tion receive an added lift if all churches truly 
co-opera teo 

e. In this way to assus,t the Subsidy Fund in regaining 
the good-will and the love of our people in the Church 
at large. 

A month after the foregoing letter had been sent to all 
the subsidized churches, the qustionnaires were forwarded 
to the s,ecretaries of the Classes for distribution among the 
needy churches within their group of churches. 

These questionnaires were accompanied by another brief 
note inviting the consistories involved as they proceeded to 
fill in their blank, to bear in mind that: 

a. This Fund is to serve in assisting churches in so far 
as they themselves are financially unable to fully sup­
port an ordained minister of the gospel (see Art. X, 
H. M. 0.); 

b. They take into account the instruction our Commit­
tee received from Synod to give "due consideration 
to an equitable dish:ibution of the Subsidy Fund" (see 
Art. 5, h, H. M. 0.); and 

C. Our aim must always be to encourage congregations 
to pass frDm one stage to another - from the Subsidy 
to the Self-susltainil1lg stage (see Art. XI, H. M. 0.). 

In view of the above approach we now feel at liberty to 
urge upon the Churc:h, at laJ"ge to remember the Subsidy 
Fund liberally, and invite every church, whether subsi­
dized or nDt, to put forth a concerted effort to meet this 
quota one hundred per cent. 

8. The Executive Committee being instructed to pre­
sent its recommendations fQlr srubsidies, WDuld remind 
Synod of the following regulations that have been adopted 
by previous Synods and that have guided us in our recom­
menda lions: 

a. Art. 5, h, of the Home Mission Order: The work of the Execu­
tive Committee shall be "to pass upon all applic~tions for support 
from the Subsidy Fund and to submit its recommendations to Synod 
for approval. It shall, in these recommendations, give due considera­
tion to an equitable distribution of the Subsidy Fund." 

b. Regulations' adopted by the Synod of 1937 as found recorded in 
the Acts of that year, page 84, B, 1 and 2, "We advise Synod to 
adopt the recommendation of the Executive Committee that as a rule, 
the subsidy paid to any church shall not be in excess of fifty per cent 
of the salary paid the minister serving such a church on the grounds 
given." 
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UWe advise Synod to adopt the recommendation of the Executive 
Committee regarding the sliding 8Mle in the distribution of the­
money of the Subsidy Fund, with this understanding that room is 
left for exceptional cases which are to be judged on their own merits.'" 

c. To the sliding scale itself, found on page 150 of the Acts of 
Synod, 1937, which is as follows: 

1) Churches numbering 20 families or 'less to receive an allow­
ance, where necessary, of $600.00 per year, with $700.00 as a 
maximum figure. 

2) Churches numbering between 21 and 30 families to receive an 
allowance, where necessary, of $500, with $600.00 as a maxi­
mum figure. 

3) Churches numbering between 31 and 40 families to receive an 
allowance, where necessary, of $300.00, with $500.00 as a maxi­
mum figure. 

4) Churches numbering between 41 and 50 families to receive an 
allowance, where necessary, of $200.00, with $300.00 as a maxi­
mum figure. 

5) Churches numbering more than 50 families are to be considered 
exceptional cases and must be judged on their own merits." 

Based on these instructions the Executive Committee 
presents its recommendations for subsidies to be promised 
the 'subsidized churches for the ,year 1939, together with 
otlher infmmation necessary for intelligent action on the 
part of Synod: 
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Families Contrib. , Subsidy Subsidy Class. Ou, Church Classis '37·'38 Salary Debt per Fam. Now Asked Recom. Recom. 

Terra. Cem ... _ ... Ha-ckensack _______ . 11 $1,200 $ 140 $ 79.23 $600 $600 $600 $600 Hamshire ....... _ .. .JPella . ___ .......... ____ 11 1,100 700 700 700 Modesto ... _ .. __ California ._ .. w ••••• 12 1,400 75.68 700 700 700 700 Burdett .............. Pacific ____ .... __ ...... 13 0 37.50 700 700 700 700 Holland ... _ ... _ .... OstfrielSland .. ____ 14 1,000 1,150 45.00 700 .700 700 700 Coster _ .. _ .... _ ..... Ostfriesland ______ 15 1,100 0 40.27 600 700 700 600 Birnamwood ...... Wisconsin __________ 15 1,200 3,028 84.82 700 700 700 700 Sulliv-an __ ............ Musk-egon __ ; ______ . 16 1,200 0 50.00 600 600 600 600 Shepherd ............ Pacific ______________ .. 18 1,200 2,000 26.20 700 700 700 600 
Flint .................• G. R. East ... c •••• 18 1,500 0 73.08 600 600 600 600 ;» 
Plainfield .......•.• G. R. West ........ 18 1,100 250 55.15 600 600 600 600 " >-l Hoboken ...........• Hudson __________ ._ .. 18 1,100 0 64.07 700 700 800 700 '" Goshen ___ ........... Hudson . ___ .. _. ______ 20 1,650 0 66.25 650 700 650 0 De·catur .............. Kalamaz·oo 20 1,200 3,765 50.00 700 600 600 600 '" Momence ........ _ ... Illinois ___________ ._ .. _ 20 1,200 850 44.44 600 700 700 600 rA Sibley ... " ....... _ •.. Orange City...... 20 1,050 3,365 61.25 650 650 650 650 '" Conrad __ .~ .......... Pacific ________________ 22-20 1,200 1,520 41.21 600 700 700 700 Z Grang,eville _ .. _ ... Pacific ________________ - 21 1,400 . 3,500 65.00 600 600 600 600 0 
Zillah . ___ .............. Pacific _______________ . 22 1,350 0 59.00 600 700 700 600 -" Morrison __ . __ .... ~ .. Illinojs ____________ . ____ 16-22 1,000 4,470 76.00 700 700 800 700 .... 
Hollandale ........ Minnesota ___ ... ___ . 19-22 1,130 1,050 50.00 650 650 650 650 <0 
Englewood _____ ... Hackensack ________ 26-22 1,800 3,500 112.20 550 650 600 600 "" 00 N oordeloos ... _ ... Holland ______________ 21 1,200 543 48.74 600 800 600 600 
Atwood ._.~ .. _ ..... Muskegon ___ ._._... 26-23 1,450 1,282 68.81 600 650 600 600 
Glendale ______ ... _ .. California __________ 18-23 1,200 650 71.00 600 500 600 600 
Holland Center .. Sioux Center . ___ 24-21 1,050 920 27.00 650 650 650 650 
*Delavan __ ...... _ ... \Visconsin __________ 24 1,000 1,850 66.45 600 800 800 600 
Arlene __ .. _ ........... Muskegon .......... 22-25 1,200 107 45.40 600 600 600 600 
tCarnes ____ .......... Orange City __ ._ 28-25 1,000 0 33.50 450 600 450 
Bejou ____ ~ ....... · .... Minnesota ________ ._ 20-25 1,200 680 40.00 400 400 400 400 
Gosben ____ ... __ ._ ... Minnesota ____ ._____ 25 1,100 400 49.40 500 500 500 500 

I .... Parchment ........ Kalamazoo 22-25 1,100 7,000 96.72 640 740 740 640 
Hancock ...... _ ..• Kalamazoo - ... -- .. 26 1,200 3,500 72.00 600 600 600 600 <i:l 



:Families Clontrlb. Subsid.y 'Subsid.y Class. Our 

)~ Church Classis '37-'38 Salary Debt per Fam. Now Asked Recom. Recom: 

Ackley ____ ...... __ .Ostfrlesland ______ 28-26 1,200 100 56.00 250 400 400 400 
P'reakness _________ .Hackensack ........ 26 1,300 12,085 97.13 600 600 600 600 
Portland ___ . _______ .G. R. East ........ 27 1,300 1,030 63.57 500 600 600 500 
Sioux Falls ___ ... _.Sioux Center .... 24-27 1,000 2,235 50.00 500 500 500 500 
:j:Sultan-Duvall .. Pacific ................ 28 1,250 2,430 23.10 700 700 700 600 
§Sioux City ... _._.Orange City...... 28 1,300 900 58.22 700 §700 §700 700 
Vesper _____ ..... _ ... Wisconsin ___ ....... 26-28 1,200 1,273 69.10 500 500 500 500 (") 
Sunnyside' ..... __ ._.Pacific ___ ....... ______ 26-28 1,400 1,300 57.50 500 600 600 500 iJ1 
Sumas ... _ ........... Pacific .... ''''_'''' __ ' 18-29 1,200 2,600 96.00 700 700 700 600 i:l 
Raymond ___ ...... _Minnesota __ ...... __ 30 1,200 500 500 500 '" Rudyard ... ____ .. _ .. Muskegon .... _ ..... 27-30 1,400 203 60.57 600 600 600 600 ~ Brooten .... __ . ___ .... Minnesota .. ___ ..... 30 1,200 4,021 45.34 600 600 600 600 Z 
DesPlaines ........ Illinois .............. __ . 30 1,400 . 15,185 88.23 600 700 700 600 
Alamosa ....... __ .. .'Pella ...... ____ ........ 30 1,500 588 107.00 500 500 500 500 ~ 
Ogilvi.e _ ............. Minnesota ... __ . ____ 27-30 1;200 1,325 32.08 700 700 ·700 600 '" Wright _____ ... ___ ._.Ostfriesland ... _ .. 30 1,300 200 67.25 200 300 300 200 ." 

0 
Tracy .... _ ......... _~Pella _ ..... _." ......... 31 1,000 1,750 27.90 600 500 500 500 ., 
Orookston .......... Minnesota .. _ ... __ .. 31 1,200 5,150 72.29 350 600 500 500 :::: 
Ada .................... G. ~. East ........ 32 1;500 0 74.85 400 400 400 300 '" " Battle Creek .. _ ... Kalamazoo ........ 27-33 1,600 3,271 101.45 GOO 400 300 300 
Otley ... _ .... _ .... _. __ .Pella .................. 33 1,~00 0 73.00 400 400 400 300 (") 

Bigelow ........... _Orange City...... 35-33 1,200 1,823 98.80 300 400 400 300 iIi 
Coopersville ...... G. R. West ...... __ 28-34 1,500 2,225 .45.51 700 600 600 500 CO 

Bauer ___ ..... _ ....... G. R. f30uth _...... 30-34 1,200 1,250 44.86 500 500 500 400 1'5 
Rock Rapids ...... Sioux Center . __ . 40-35 1,200 4,620 55.00 500 500 500 500 iJ1 
West Branch . ___ .. Muskegon _ .. _ 35 1,200 '856 39.00 450 450 400 400 
Mountain Lake._Minnesota . ______ ._. 36 1,000 350 30.86 350 375 450 400 
De Motte . __ .. ___ .. Illinois ___ . ___________ . 39-36 1,300 11,238 84.80 500 600 600 550 
Hardewyk ..... _ ... _Holland .............. 33-37 1,500 250 64.50 400 400 400 300 
Hawarden .......... Orange City .. ____ 35-37 1,200 2,933 26.00 300 450 450 300 
Colton ___ -'. __ . ___ . __ .. Sioux Center __ ._ 40-37 1,200 7,700 62.37 550 550 550 500 
Bemis ___ ~ ___ .... _ ... Minnesota 43-40 1,500 1,100 32.50 350 300 300 300 
Alameda .......... __ California _. ________ 32-40 1,500 2,464 90.00 500 500 300 300 



Families Contrib. Subsidy S-ubsidy Class. Ou, 
Church Classis '37~' 38 Sa.Jary Debt per Fam. Now Asked Recom. Recont. 

-Worthington ~~ ____ Orange City 42-40 1,200 5,513 67.71 350 350 350 350 
Aetna ___________ ,_._._Muskegon ._________ 39-41 1,200 3,260 61.88 450 450 400 400 
Inwood ._ ......... ___ Sioux Center '_. __ 43-41 1,350 3,300 46.00 200 300 200 200 
Eastmanville ... _._G. R. West ___ . ____ 43 1,500 0 46.25 200 300 300 300 
Volga ... ~ ___ ......... Minnesota ____ : _____ 44 1,300 1,085 45.63 500 300 300 300 
North Blendon _.Zeeland ___________ . __ 41-45 1,250 575 65.00 300 300 300 200 
Holland ...• __ ._ ...... Minnesota __________ 45 1,500 5,400 38.50 500 500 500 500 
Muskegon Hgts ... _Muskegon ________ ._ 43-45 1,500 1,665 87.25 200 200 200 200 
Milwood ... ~ __ ._. ___ Kalamazoo ________ 40-45 1,350 6,475 65.00 400 400 300 300 
Hills . _______ .... _ ..... Sioux Center ____ 45 1,300 2,450 43.00 300 300 300 250 
Chandler . __ . ______ .. Minnesota ________ ._ 44-48 1,500 2,695 42.00 300 500 300 300 
Ocheyedan ____ ... _Orange City _.____ 49 1,200 2,533 57.00 300 300 200 200 
Imlay City ____ ._ .... G. R. Ea'st ______ ,' 44-50 1,400 925 79.00 300 300 300 200 
Rusk .. ____ ...... ____ .. Zeeland __ .. __ .. __ .. __ 47-52 1,250 800 56.08 300 300 300 200 
Monarch-Gran. ..Pacific ____ . ___ .. __ ._ .. 52 1,720 0 59.15 200 200 200 200 
East, M.artin ...... Kalamazoo 53 1,300 8,100 58.47 300" 400 400 250 
Godwin Heights .. G. R. South ______ 52-58 1,400 6,200 65.86 400 400 400 300 
East Leonard .... G. R. West ______ .. 58-64 1,700 30,657 108.27 600 600 600 500 
East Muskegon __ Muskegon _____ . ____ 55-65 1,600 13,150 68.86 500 400 300 300 
Total amount of Subsidies ___________________________________ . _______ . _______________ ~ ____ ..... ______ . _________________________________________ ... ____ $40,490.00 
To make adjustments between Synods (Art. 5. H. M. 0.) ___________________________________ . ___ . ___ .-- .. ---------________ ._______ 5,000.00 
Allowance for moving expenses ________________ .... __________________________ . ______________ . ____ . __ .. _. ____ .... ____________________ . ______________ . 3,000.00 

Total ___ .. _____________ ......... _ .. ___________________ .. ______ .......... _ ....... _ .. _ .... ______ .. _ .. ___ .. __ ...... ______ .. ____ ........ _, ____ .$48,490.00 

NOTES 
Classis vVisconsin recommends Dela.yan for $600.00 subsidy (tho maximum amount allowed 
for this cla,ss) and for $200.00 parsonage rent. "Ve suggest that the maximum amount be 
granted. Howeyer, we do not recommend the granting of the second part of the request. 
The r!3asons being the same as that that in the Sioux City case (see below). 
In view of the Carnes case being bl'ought to the attention of Synod by Classis Orange Cit.y 
your committee does not come with a recommendation, but places this case before your 
honorable body for disposition. 
Sllltan·DuyaJl asl~ for $600.00 subsidy plus $100.00 travelling expenses for their pastor. 
Classis Pacific also recomm.mds that this request be granted. The Executive Committee, 
however, recommends the ma:o.imum amount of subsidy or $600.00, advising that the 
churches sen'ed provide for tra\"eIing expenses in conducting these services. 
Classis Orange City on behalf of Sioux City, Iowa, asks for- $700.00 Subsidy and an 
additional allowance of $340.00 for parsonage rent. We refer Synod to our reply to the 
{)vorture of this Classis pertaining to this ea!<e. 
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In this connection we should like to remind your honor­
able body of the wording contained in the sliding scale 
adopted by the previous Synod, which stipulates that 
churches are "to receive an allowance w'here necesisary." 
We deem it advisable that the attention of the churches 
and the Classical Home Miss[on Committees be called to 
this wording, so that they may p~esent their requests and 
recommendations in the light of this instruction. But espe­
cally would we call the attention of Synod to the "maxi­
mum figure" allowed in the varions classes found in the 
sliding scale. There are churches that seem to take advan­
tage of this additional allowance, forgetting that this addi­
tional grant is only to meet the requirements of emergency 
cases. To make it possible that we assist the churches, that 
have very special needs it will be neces'swy for all subsi­
dized clhurches to also consider the needs of others. This 
will work toward a more equitable distribution of the 
mone)"s placed at our disposal. 

9. With a view to the subsidies recommended to Synod 
above ~h:e Ex. Comm. overtures Synod: 

a. To fix the quota for the Church Subsidy Fund at 
$2.00 per family for the ye~ 1939, provided the full quota 
for the year 1938, which is $2.50 per family, is contributed. 

b. That the quota for the Church Subsidy Fund be made 
an assessment. Grounds: 

1) Promised salaries must be paid from the Fund; 
2) The salaries paid from this Fund are by no means 

exorbitant, so that the full amount is direly ,needed. 

V. EMERGENCY FUND 
The Ex. Comm. begs to report the following as to the 

fields and candidates deriving subsidies from the Emer" 
gency Fund: 

1. FIELDS AND CANDIDATES RECEIVING SUPPORT: 

FIELDS CANDIDATE AMOUNT' RECEIVED 

Dearborn. Mich ..... J ohn Entingh ____ .... $45.00 per mo. $540.00 per yr. 
Estelline, S. D. ___ .Peter Honderd ... _ .. 37.50 per mo. 450.00 per yr. 
Newton, Iowa .. ,.,Dea. Vander KaoL 50.00 per mo. 600.00 per yr. 
Pine Greek, Mich._.H. Schripsema ____ .. 50.00 per mo. 600.00 per yr. 
Randolph II _______ .Andrew Baker . ____ . 50.00 per mo. 600.00 per yr. 

*Buena Park, CaL. ______________________________ . __ . 35.00' per mo. 420.'00 -per yr. 
*Fremont II ...... ___ . ____ ,_,,",,_"" ____ " _______________ 50_00 per mo. 600.00 per yr. 
"'Otsego, Mich .. ___ .. __________________________________ 50.00 per mo. 600.00 per yr. 
*Purewater, S. D._.G. Pars _. _____ ._ ......... 35.00 per mo. 420.00 per yr. 

(NOTE - Tho$e marked * have been promised aid, but have not as 
.a worker.) 
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2. EMOLUMENTS, ETC., PAID BY CHURCHES OR FIELDS: 
Buena Park, Calif. - $540 per annum and a free home. 
Dearborn, Mich. - $540 per annum; Detroit Church, $120 per an-

num; L. A., $60 per annum. No free home. 
Estelline, S. D. - $261 per annum and a free home. 
Freemont II,. Mich. - $420 per annum; no home. 
Newton, Iowa-$240 per annum; First Pella, $300 per annum; free 

home. 
Otsego, Mich. - $300 per annum; no home. 
Fine Creek, Mich. - $600.00 per annum; no free home. 
Purewater S. D. - $360 per annum and free home. 
Randolph, Wis. - $300 per annum and $180 per annum towards 

house rent. 
3. CANDIDATURE: 

CANDIDATES 
John Entingh .. ___ .... ' .. _._._ 
Peter Honderd . __ .......... . 
George Vander KooL ... . 
H. Schripsema ____ .... __ ._ .. 

LICENSED 

June, 1936 
June, 1933 
June, 1935 
June, 1932 

Andrew Baker ______________ June, 1934 

4. GOSHEN, N. Y. 

EXTENDED 

Not yet expired 
June, 1936, by Cl. Orange 
March, 1938, by Cl. Pella 
1935 by CL Sioux Center; 

by Cl. Holland 
1937 by Cl, Holland 

City 

1938 

The Ex. Comm. allowed the sum of $150.00 for the sup­
port of Student Oostendorp, laboring in Goshen, N. Y., for 
the period Jan. 1, 1938, to July 1, 1938, from the E. F. This 
was, of course, regarded as a special case. Since the East­
ern Home Mission Board had made these arrangements it 
was deemed fair to assume this obligation and to pay the 
same from the E. F. 

5. BUDGET: 

No budget is presented for the E. F., for reasons given 
in the Acts of the Synod of 1937, page 157. 

VI. REPORT - TREASURER 
REPORT OF THE TREASURY FOR THE YEAR 1937 

RECEIPTS 
For Church Extension Fund ______________________________ · ____ $27,523_98 
For the Emergency Fund______________________________________ 9,224.82 
F.or Church Subsidy Fund ______________________________________ 43,592.44 

Total Receipts _______________________________________ _ 

DISBURSEMENTS 
For Church Extension ____________________________ .. ________________ $21.513.48 
For the Emergency Fund ________ ,_______________________________ 5,003_23 
For Church Subsidy. """" .............. """ ............ " ........... 37,954.51 

Total Disbursements ___________________________ _ 

Cash Balance on Hand _________________________________________ _ 

$80,341.24 

$64,471.22 

$15,870.02 
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ACCOUNT OF INDIVIDUAL FUNDS 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND -

Received __ .. ___ . ________ ............... ___ ... __ . __ .... __ ... __ ... $27,52'3.98 
Disbursed __ .. __ ._ .. ________ . __ .. _ ..... ____ ~ __ .... ____ . __ .. __ ... 21,513.48 

Balance in this Fund. ___ . ___ .. __ . __ ............. $ 6,010.50-
EMERGENCY FUND -

Received .. __ ... ___ .... __ ........... __ ... ___ . __ . __________ ..... " ... $ 9,224.82 
Disbursed .... _." ... __ .... __ ......... __ .......... __ . __ .. ___ . __ .... 5,003.23 

Balance in this Fund. __ . ___ . _______ ............. $ 4,221.59-
SUBSIDY FUND-

Received ... ____ . _____ ..... _ ......... _______ .. ___ ... _ ... __ ..... ____ $~3,592.44 
Disbursed . ___ ........ __ .. ___ ............. __ . ____ .............. 37,954.51 

Balance in this Fund............................ $ 5,637.93 

Total in all three Funds.......................................... $15,870.02. 

STATEMENT OF INCOME IN ALL FUNDS 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND -

Received 'thru~the Classical Treasurers .... $25,537.03 
Received from Miscellaneous Sources ....... 1,986.95 

Total···.·····................. ............................. $27,523.98: 
EMERGENCY FUND - , 

Received thlil the Classical Treasurers .... $ 7,159.35 
Received .from all other Sources... 2.065.47 

TotaL ..................... ,................................. $ 9,224.82 
SUBSIDY FUND -

Received thru the Classical Treasurers .... $41,499.68 
Received from Miscellaneous Sources...... 2,092.76 

Total........................................................... $43,5·~2.44 

Grand Total ............ :................................................. $80,341.24 

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND -

Former Treas., Mr. J. J. Buiten .......... _ ..... $ 
Gifts from Individuals, Societies, etc ...... . 

581.35 
811.56 

Interest on Bonds ...................................... .. 594.04 $ 1,986.95 
SUBSIDY FUND -

Former Treas., Mr. J. J. Buiten. ............... $ 
Gifts from Individuals, Societies, etc ...... . 
Interest on Bonds ....................................... . 

872.04 
329.66 
891.06 $ 2,092.76' 

TotaL ___ ...................................... _ ........... . $ 4,079.71 

TOTAL INCOME FROM ALL SOURCES IN ALL FUNDS 
Through Classical Treasurers." .............. _ .......... ___ $74,196.06 
Emergency Fund from Individuals ........ __ ........... 2,065.47' 
From Miscellaneous Sources.................. ................. 4,079.71 

Grand Total ............ __ .... _ ....... . $80,341.24. 
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SECURITIES HELD AND AMOUNT EARNED IN 1937 
SECURITY PAR.v ALUE EARNED 

Kent Country Club Bond.................................. . $ 500.00 
Pantlind Hotel Bond.......................................... 500.00 
Canadian Northern Ry. Co............................. 1,000.00 $ 65.00 
Standard Screw Product Co .. ________ ... __ .. ________ .. Liquidated 146.25-
Cleveland Electric IlIum. Co. -

455 Shares Common. __ . __ , ....... __ .... ___ ........... 1,023.75, 
20 Shares Preferred. __ ................. ___ . _____ . 112.50 

Little Miami R. R. (32 Shares) ...................... 137.60' 

Total Earned ................................................................ $1,485.10 
This sum was divided as follows: 

For Church Extension ............. __ ............. __ .... $ 594.04 
For Church Subsidy...................................... 891.06 

TotaL ........... ___ ...... __ .......... __ . __ .... __ .. __ .... __ . ___ ._._ $1,485.10' 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES FOR 1937 
Office Supplies, Postage, Printing, etc ............... ____ ..... __ . __ ............ $ 611.18' 

22.50' 
15.00 

231.77 
213.75· 

Auditor's Fee, 1936 and 1937 .. __ .. __ ........ ___ ...... __ .......... ____________________ _ 
Bond for Treasurer _____ . ___ .. __ .. ____ . ____________ ._._________ ... ____________ . ____ _ 
Expenses for Visiting Fields, Classes __________________________ ...... _ 
Expenses for Board Meetings, Travel, etc __ .. ____ .. ____ . __ 

Total ............................................................... , .............. $1,094.20, 

(NOTE - This makes 1.679% used for all administrative. purposes.) 
Administrative expenses were paid equally out of the three Funds: 

Church Extension Fund .. _. ____ ._. _____ . ____ . __ . _____ $ 364.71 
Church Subsidy Fund ______________ .. _.________________ 364_73 
Emergency Fund .......................................... 364.76 $1,094.20' 

(The total amount paid for work in the Twin Cities was $531.73.) 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF MONEY RECEIVED FROM 
EACH CLASSIS 

CLASSIS EX'DENSION EMERGENCY SUBSIDY TOTAL 
California _____ ._._. ___ . ________ ._$ 828.61 $ 165.80 $ 1,070.76 $ 2;065.17 
Grand Rapids East_. ___ . __ 3,489.39 1,586.75 5,932.10 11,008.24 
Grand Rapids WesL .... 4,264.96 945:55 6,842.14 12,052.65 
Hackensack ------_._------_.- 61.72 164.78 92.58 319.08, 
Holland ----- 2,450.89 669.40 3,729.22 6,849.51 
Hudson ----------- .. _ ... 729.95 757.33 1,094.94 2,582.22 
Illinois 3,003.35. 521.71 4,107.43 7,632.49 
Muskegon 3,022.62 440.63 4,213.85 7,677.10 
Orange City -... _.--_._----._- 1,234.64 175.74 4,083.81 5,494.19' 
Ostfriesland .. __ ._--- .. _ .. _--- 758.51 232.49 1,167.93 2,158.93 
Pacific ._. __ . __ . ___ ...... -_ .. __ .- .. - 1,183.39 178.56 1,956.42 '3,318.37 
Pella _. __ . __ ... __ ._-_ .. 1,258.84 249.39 1,910.42 3,418.65, 
S;oux Center .. _---_ ......... _. 584.99 134.85 1,329.87 2,049.71 
I.Visconsin 979.51 281.13 1,387.20 2,647.84 
Zeeland _ ------ ... _-_.-.-._. __ ._ .. 1,685.66 655.24 2,581.01 4,921.91 

Totals ....... , ............ $25,537.03 $ 7,159.35 $41,499.68 $74,196.06, 



186 CHRISTIAN RIlFORMIlD CHURCH 

The following amounts, were paid to the Missionaries as 
SalaTY and Expenses: 

The Rev. J. S. BaIL ....................................... $1,435.20 
The Rev. H. BakeL ........................................ 1,144.19 
The Rev. K. Bergsma .. _______ .. ____________ . _____ ..... ____ . 1,450.00 
The Rev. J. R. Brink ...... _____ ....... ___ .............. __ .. 2,562.61 
The Rev. T. De Boer .. ______________________________________ 1,049.94 
The Rev. J. C. De Bruyn ........ __ ...... ____ ... __ ....... 1,740.00 
The Rev. J. De Jonge ...................................... 1,580.00 
The Rev. H. J .. De Vries _____ .. _________________ .... ______ 1,486.60 
The Rev. D. Mellema ........................................ 1,225.00 
The Rev. Wm. Meyer ........................................ 1,820.00 
The Rev. H. J. Mulder ...................................... 2,676.00 
The Rev. W. C. Steenland.............................. 708.28 
The Rev. H. Wierenga __ ......... ___________________________ 1,120.00 

The brethren Baker, De Boer, Steen~and, and De Vries 
were with us only part of the year, and were paid accord­
ing to time of service. 

The bretihlren Bergsma, De Jonge, De Vries, and Wie­
renga also received a certain amount from the fields in 
which they were laboring, over and above the amount 
s,(a ted above. 

All the Missionaries and all the subsidized churches were 
paid out 100 per cent. 

PRESENT SALARIES PAID TO OUR MISSIONARIES 
Rev. H. Baker .................. $2,980 
Rev. J. S. BaIt ................ 1,600 Plus home 
Rev. K. Bergsma .............. 1,750 Plus home. ($300 paid by field) 
Rev. M. BotbyL ............. 2,320 (Some $40 a month rec'd from field) 
Rev. J. R. Brink. ___ .......... 2,480 
Rev. J. C. De BruYll ..... _ 2,2.40 
Rev. J. De Jonge .............. 1,980 ($420 paid by field) 
Rev. D. Mellema .............. 1,700 ($600 paid by field and Fremont) 
Rev. Wm. Meyer .............. 2,180 (240 paid by fields) 
Rev. H. J. Mulder ............ 2,480 
Rev. H. Wierenga ___ ......... 2,380 

In the cases of the brethrerr Bergsma, De J onge, Mellema, 
and Meyer, the fields< in which they labor pay a portion of 
this salary as stated above. This was also the case with 
Rev. Wierenga for the fIrst three months of the year, while 
he wa,s·laboring in Winnipeg. 

Humbly submitted, 
D. D. BONNEMA, Treasurer. 
WILLIAM J. PLEKKER, Auditor. 
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For the information of Synod we append a report of the 
treasury covering the fIrst ql,larter of the current year" 

REPORT OF THE TREASURY FOR THE FIRST QUARTER 
OF 1938 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND -

On Hand" Jan. 1, 1938 ...................................... $ 6,010.50 
Received, Miscellaneous ____ .................... ____ .. ______ 199.16 
Received from Classes ___ . ____ . ___ ............ __ .............. 1,931.97 

Total. ......................................................... $ 8,141.63 
Paid Out .................................................................... 5,590.73 

Cash Balance on Hand .................. ___ .... _____ . ___ .. __ ..... . 

EMERGENCY FUND -

On Hand, Jan. 1, 1938 .. ______ .. __ ............ __ .... _____ ... $ 4,221.59 
Received from Classes. __ .... _ ... __ .. ___ ... __ " ... _ ... _.~ __ .. _ 691.26 
Received from .Individuals ........ ____ . __ ................. 116.00 

Total... ....................................................... $ 5,028.85 
Paid Out '.'. ___ '._ ................ ' ... ___ .......... ____ . __ . _________ ....... 1,321.44 

Cash Balance on Hand ........................... , ............... . 

TOTAL IN THESE TWO FUNDS .................. .. 
SUBSIDY FUND -

On Hand, Jan. 1, 1938 ...................................... $ 
Received from Classes ....................................... . 
Received, Miscellaneous ................................... . 

5,637.93 
3,171.62 

164.80 

Total. ......................................................... $ 8,974.35 
Paid Out .................................................................... 9,633.44 

$ 2,550.90 

$ 3,707.41 

$ 6,258.31 

SHORTAGE .............................................................. $ 659.09 

Cash Balance on hand to date ...................... $ 5,599.22 

Humbly submitted, 
D. D. BONN,EMA, Treasurer. 

The following is a statement of the auditor, Mr. Wil­
liam J. Plekker: 

"Executive CommUtee for. Home Missions: 
"February 2, 1938. 

"This is to certify that I examined the books of the treasurer, 
Rev. D. D. Bonnema, and found them to be correct. 

"Cash balance as of January 1, 1938, being .$15,87'0.02. 
"(Signed) WILLIAM J. PLEKKER," 
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VII. MATTERS REFERRED TO SYNOD FOR 
DISPOSITION 

The Executive Committee is referring two matters to 
Synod for disposition: 

A. The frrst case involves the church at CMlles, Iowa, 
and Classis Orange City or its Committees. Thc Classis 
writes about this case in the Agenda, Part II, p. 140. 

On November 29, 1937, the Ex. Comm. addressed a letter 
to the Consistory of the Carnes church, as well as to its 
counselor, the Rev. M. J. Vanderwerp, calling their atten­
tion to the decision of the Synod of 1937, Acts, p. 84, which 
reads: "With regard to calling by vacant subsidized 
churches, your committee advises Synod to decide that 
subsidized churches becoming vacant shall not have the 
right to figure on the con tin nation of the payment of the 
former subsidy until- they have received the approhation 
of the Home Missions Committee of the Classis and of 
Svnod and the Executive Committee for Homc Missions, 
on the gronnds given in the report of the Ex. Comm." 

The Ex. Comm. was moved to call the attention of these 
,parties to this deci'sion because it learned from the churcb 
papers that Carnes was proceeding to call withont adher­
ing to this rule. 

A letter was thereupon received from the counselor, the 
Rev. Vanderwerp, dated November 29,1937, and reading: 

"Upon my return from Synod I consulted with our classical com­
mittee and other brethren in regard to the Synodical decision of 
which you make mention in your letter to the Carnes church. They 
were unanimously of ,the opinion that no Synodical decision is 
retroactive. The decisioJl moreover speaks very definitely of sub­
sidized churches becoming vacant. Carnes had become vacant a 
couple of months before Synod. They rec~ived permission to call 
from our dassical committee which was all that was necessary at 
that time. A can was extended ',to the Reverend George YtY of Sioux 
City early last spring. Carnes therefore became vacant and re­
ceived permission to call and did call before the Synod of 1937 met. 
Another trio has been made and the congregation ,"v'as to have met 
this week. Because of the fact that I had no evenings open this. 
week, the congregational meeting was postponed until next week. A 
call will most likely be extended next Monday evening." 

A letter was also addressed to the Rev. Vanderwerp on 
Dec. 13, in which the Ex. Comm. stated: (1) that the 
Executive Committee does not share the opinion of the 
counselor that the Carnes church was not affected by the 
decision of Synod (,37), since this church remained vacant 
after Synod met. (2) that the Ex. Comm. feels compelled 
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to rEport this case to Synod and the Comm. shall, there­
fore, not be in position to pay any subsidy to this church 
before the Synod of 1938, unless this church complies with 
the demands of the Synod of 1937. 

A letter was thereupon received from the Rev. B. Van 
Someren, secretary of the Classical Committee, dated Dec. 
20, and reading: 

"Your letter to the Consistory of Carnes Church, dated December 
13, 1937, has been referred to us, the Classical Committee of Classis 
Orange City. After giving the matter careful study, we arrived at 
the following conclusions: 1. Carnes has received the necessary 
:approbation to call. 2. Carnes, during this present vacancy, does 
not come under the ruling adopted by the Synod of 1937. Grounds: 
1. Whereas the ruling, above referred to, reads-'with regard to 
calling by vacant subsidized churches, your committee advises Synod 
to decide that subsidized churches becoming vacant shall not have 
the right, etc.' Acts of Synod, 1937, p. 84, we regard it self-evident 
that Carnes is 'not affected by it during this present vacancy. Carnes 
was vacant, had received permission to call and had called before 
the above decision of Synod was taken. 2. Synod knowing Carnes 
was vacant and calling, approved subsidy for Carnes. Acts 1937, 
p. 152. 3. We do not consider the ruling referred to as being 

--retroactive. You will understand, brethren, that we are not at-
tempting to evade any r1).ling of Synod nOT are we maliciously 
.opposing the Executive Committee. We are convinced that our 
conclusions are in full harmony with the decisions of Synod. We 
do hope 'you will not proceed to withhold payment of subsidy to 
Carnes. That would cause a great dissatisfaction and even a stir in 
the congregations of Classis Orange City, especially where it is 
rather certain Carnes will have a minister in the very near future 
because a call has been extended to Candidate F. Huizenga." 

To this letter of the Rev. Van Someren, the Ex. Comm. 
replied on Jan; 21, 1938, as follows: 

1. The Executive Committee feels constrained to abide by its 
position, expressed in its letters to the Carnes Church, Dec. 13 and 
:also Nov. 27, 1937, because it is convinced that though it is possible 
to eScape the demand of the rule by a forced and technical interpre­
tation of it, it is very evidently the spirit and intent --of the rule to 
.apply it in cases like that of Carnes. 

2. That for the reason stated above, the Ex. Comm. feels com­
pelled to refer this case to the Synod of 1938 for disposition, and 
that the Carnes Church should, therefore, not look for any subsidy 
until Synod has disposed of the case. 

3 That the Ex. Comm. suggests to the Committees of Cl. O. C. 
to discuss the necessity o:l! the existence of the Carnes Church with 
the Classis at its meeting in the month of March, next. 

4. That the Ex. Comm. earnestly requests the Committees of 
'Cl. O. C. to co-operate with it in its attempts to save all unnecessary 
expenditures from the funds of the church, which have been in a 
deploi'able condition for the last few years, and thereby create a 
netter attitude towards these funds in the church. 
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The Ex. Camm. feels that. the complete report of the 
correspondence carried on and as given above will en­
able Synod to dispose of this case properly. 

As to Overtnre 3 of the Agenda, Part II, in which Classis 
Orange City explains itself, we should like to remark: 

1. That the Ex. Comll1. can, of course, not deny that a "thorough 
study of the question as to the necessity of the existence of Carnes" 
was made, however, it should be well understood that the Ex. Corom. 
had no knowledge of this. Never did the counselor nor any Classical 
Committee pass this information on to the Ex. Camm. The Rev. 
Vanderwerp wrote, HThey (Carnes) received permission to call from 
our classical committee, which was all that was necessary at the 
time." And the Rev. Van Someren wrote, "Carnes has received the 
necessary approbation to call." These brethren are undoubtedly 
referring to the usual "handopening" (naturally this had been ex­
tended), but not to the approbation spoken of in the decision of 
Synod, Acts 1937, p. 84. Classis Orange City may resent very much 
the attitude of the Ex. Comm. as if they (C1.' O. C.) have been 
negligent in investigating-; but again the Ex. Comm. declares that 
the Classis has failed to inform the Ex. Comm. of this. As far as. 
the Ex. Comm. was concerned, no such an investigation according to 
the rule had taken place. 

2. Secondly, it should be noted that the main argument of the 
counselor and the Classis is that the rule, above referred to, is not 
retroactive. The Ex. Comm. remarks as to that: 

a. This argument smacks of sophistry, since the implication is­
that the Ex. Comm. desired to make this rule retroactive. 

b. It is the contention of the Ex. Comm. that· the rule, above 
referred to, became applicable as soon as the minister called 
by Carnes deelined. There was ,then nothing in the circum­
stances or conditions of the church preventing the application 
of the rule. Surely Classis Orange City would not maintain 
that a decision of extending "handopening" to a church stands. 
as a law of the Medes and Persians and cannot- be rescinded,. 
no matter what actions are taken ·by a Classis or a Synod. 

B. The second matter which the Ex. Comm. wishes to­
refer to Synod for disposition concerns the church at 
Sioux City, Iowa, and Classis Orange City. Mention of 
this is made in Overtures 4 and 5, Agenda, Part II, p. 144 .. 

At the meeting of the Ex. Comm. of November 18, 1937, 
a letter was at hand from Clas-sis Orange City asking that 
the church of Sioux City receive an additional amount of 
$340.00 per year from tbe Subsidy Fund to cover the rent 
of a parsonage, beginning January 1, 1938. 

The Committee did not feel at liberty to pay this, 
amount, but desired a decision of Synod before a prece­
dent was established in cases such as this. 

May we cal! Synod's attention to the faDt that this 
church is found in Class B in tbe Sliding Scale, in which 
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class, according to the instruction our Committee received 
from Synod $500.00 is allowed where necessary and 
$600.00 has been set as a maximum figure. Because of the 
special circumstances that existed in' the Sioux City 
church the Executive Committee did make an exception 
to the rule in this particular case, going beyond the maxi­
mum figure and recommending an allowance of $700.00. 
In only one other case was this done. 

Moreover Sioux City listed a salary of $1300.00 for its· 
pastor which was in excess of what the majority of the 
subsidized churches were listing and considerably higher 
than many churches who by their own Classical Home 
Micsions Committees were recommended for lower sub­
sidies. 

Again, the question of the additional amount of subsidy 
was a quc,tion of rent rather than of salary. Your Com­
mittee was therefore faced with the problem of having no 
fund from which to draw in making this payment. It is 
oUr conviction that the Subsidy Fund is meant only to 
help pay the salaries of ministers in subsidized churches, 
and that matter had been taken care of in the extra allow­
ance. Moreover, we believe that when there is church 
property involved not the Subsidy but the Church Help 
Fund should be appealed to (,.ee C. O. p. 73 b, Schaver's 
Edition). Except this course is followed we fear that other 
congregations confronted with similar situations (Cf. 
Morrison,_ III., Delavan, Wise., Goshen, N. Y.; Modesto, 
Calif., Holland, Iowa, etc., alI of which pay rent for their 
parsonages) may follow this same course. We would ad­
vise Synod not to move in this direotion but rather that it 
refer these 'churches to the Church Help Fund to obtain 
the necessary aid in the erection of church property. 

VIII. REPORTS TO SYNOD 

The Synod of 1937 charged the Executive Committee to 
report to the Synod of 1938 on the following matters: 

a. Mission "\lIT ark Among the Mormons. 
b. Salary Arrearages of Mis·sionaries. 
c. Moving Expenses of Pastors. 
d. Art. 11 of the H. IVI. O. 
We beg to submit the following reports in regard to 

these matters at this time. 
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A. MISSION WORK AMONG THE MORMONS 

1. HISTORY AND MANDATE 
Classis California overtured the Synod of 1936 as 

follows: 
HClassis overtures Synod to consider the possibility of resuming 

:mission work among the Hollanders in Utah, especially in Ogden. 
"Grounds: 
HI. There are hundreds of Dutch families ·there, which originally 

came from the Reformed Church in the Netherlands and who, 
according to reports, have become dissatisfied with the Mor­
mon religion. 

"2. The fact that although the work is very difficult, there seems 
to have been no good reason for giving up the work that was 
being done there. / 

"3. There is a field and we have the workers." 
The Synod of 1936 decided in regard to this overture 

to request Classis Pella to make an investigation in loco. 
Classis Pella appointed the Revs. Van Dellen and 

Zylstra to investigate this matter and the Synod of 1937 
decided to refer the report of these two brethren, together 
with the advice it contains, to the Executive Committee 
for Home Missions, to report to the next Synod (See Acts 
1937, p. 108, Art. 142). 

In addition to the report of the Committee of Classis 
Pella the Executive Committee received: 

a. A detailed report of one of its members, Mr. J. B. 
Hulst, who spent considerable time among the Mormon:; 
in Utah during the summer of 1937. -

b. Literature concerning Mormonism, its strength ;md 
its work, obtained from the Utah Gosp-el Mission of 
Cleveland, Ohio. . 

The Executive Committee assigned the task ofinvesti­
,gating and digesting this material to a sub-committee 
composed of the brethren Hulst, Kok and Oostendorp, who 
reported as follows: 

2. After due consideration and deliberation your com­
mittee has come to the following conclusions: 

a. Ground 1 of the overture of Classis California reads: 
"There are bundreds of Dutch families there, which 
originally came from the Reformed Church iu the Nether­
lands and who, according to reports, have become dis­
·satisfied with the Mormon religion." 

Your committee is of the opinion that ground 1 has not 
been substantiated in the report of the Revs. Van Dellen 
and Zylstra. That report states: 
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(1) That 10 years ago there were some 4,000 Dutch folk 
and their descendants in Ogden, of whom many have 
moved away. 

(2) That most of the older Hollanders had died. A few 
of their children were engaged in activities against Mor­
monism, while others were Mormons and always had been. 
Again others are indifferent. Only a few remained aloof 
from Mormonism and would welcome mission work 
among them. 

(3) Many people coming from the Reformed or other 
orthodox churches in the Netherlands were deceived and 
enticed to Utah, or had in the Netherlands been converted 
to Mormonism, Some of these have learned to see their 
gross error in joining Mormonism. Their religious and 
economic condition is indeed pathetic. There are some 
who remain in the Mormon church because they can hot 
help themselves, but feel even bitter against its leaders. 

(4) There are many of Holland descent who belong to 
no church at all. There is no pure gospel preached in any 
of the Protestant churches. The report states that they 
"are a sadly confused people, who can find no leaders 
they dare to trust. One might call them sheep without 
a shepherd." 

Notwithstanding the statements mentioned under 3 and 
4 which would constrain us to undertake Mission work. 
among the Mormons, your committee is nevertheless of 
the opinion that the report has not substantiated that 
"there are hundreds of Dutch families, wIho have become 
dissatisfied 'with the Mormon religion." (Ground 10f 
Classis California.) 

b. As to ground 2 of the overture of Classis California, 
'this reads as follows: "The fact that although the work is 
very difficult, there seems to have been no good reason for 
giving up the work that was being done there." 

Inasmuch as the report of the Revs. Van Dellen and 
Zylstra does not go into this matter at all, your committee 
deemed it advisable to also pass by this ground, the more 
so because we have no information covering this point. 

c. As to the third ground, reading "There is a field and 
we have the workers," the report of Revs., Van Dellen and 
Zylstra is quite to the point. As to "We have a field" 
your committee is in .a·greement with the report, when it 
says, "Here is, therefore, a real mission field. It's achal-
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lenge to any church that is looking for a place for its 
laborers." There is a crying need for evangelistic work. 
But must it not be said that calls are coming from every­
where for strenuous missionary action? 

As to "We have the workers" your committee considers 
this to be a hastily drawn assumption. It is true we have 
workers. But have we workers fit for this extremely diffi­
cult field? Your committee agrees fully with the state­
ment of Revs. Van Dellen and Zylstra, "Work in this field 
requires a man with special gifts. He must have the 
patience of a Job, with the spirit of an Elijah." 

3. After a thorough discussion of this report of the sub­
committee the Executive Committee decided to recom­
mend to Synod the following resolution for adoption: 
, Synod decides, after having considered the matter of 

resuming work among the Mormons from all angle·s, not 
to resume such work at this time and under the present 
circumstances. Grounds: 

1. Though it is, of course, true that the Mormons :are 
in need of the Gospel, it also appears to' be ,a fact that 
there is no open door at present, because of : ,. 

a. The attitude of the churches in that entire section'. 
b. The general attitude of the people themselves. 
2 .. The present facilities of our church and the great 

amount of work which the Executive Committee has al­
ready on its hands, do not allow us to re-enter this field 
with an.adequate force and with a reasonable hope for 
desired results. . 

B. SALARY ARREARAGES OF MISSIONARIES 

The Synod of 1937 instructed the Executive Committee 
for Home Missions to study the matter of .arrearages in 
the payment of salaries of our home missionaries in the 
various classes, and gave the Committee power·to act in 
this matter according to their discretion. (Acts of Synod 
1937, Art. 103, p. 82.) 

Your committee has carefully considered the matter of 
arrearages in the payment of salaries of our home mis­
sionaries. You! committee has not taken any action 
though it was authorized to do this. 

We present the following for your consideration: 
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WHEREAS: 
1. Some of the Classes have· assumed responsibility for 

debts made in depression years and have put forth efforts 
to pay their obligations to their missionaries and sub­
sidized churches; 

2. The Classes which have assumed this responsibility 
cannot be expected to pay: the debt of Classes which have 
not done so; 

3. The arrearages of ministers of subsidized ch urches 
and self-supporting churches have in most cases been 
cancelled or considered cancelled; 

4. A decision on the .part of Synod to pay the arrear­
ages of missionaries may be followed by a similar request 
from ministers of subsidized churches" some of which 
received very small salaries in depression years; 

5. It is practically an imllOssibility to estimate what 
. should be considered an arrearage which calls for adjust­
ment in as much ·as some missionaries have arrearages on 
their full pre-depression salaries and others on salaries 
which had not been reduced as drastically as those of 
ministers in self-supporting churches; 

6. An equitable settlement by Synod isimpossible of 
attainment and a settlement which does no! do justice to 
fellow missionaries and ministers of subsidized churches 
will be a cause of much dissatisfaction; , '-

7. The general fund for Home Missions haspam'761jz ~!o 
of the allotted allowance during depression years and this 
percentage cannot be considered to be less than most of 
the churches paid their ministers 'during those years. 

The Committee advises. Synod, that. the matter be re­
ferred back to the Classes concerned for adjustment by 
them, if adjustment is considered necessary. 

C. MOVING EXPENSES OF PASTORS 

The Executive Committee for Home Missions was in­
structed by the Synod of 1937 (sec Acts, Art. 58, IV, pp. 
42, 43) to report on the matter of assisting needy churches 
in the payment of expenses made in the transfer and 
moving to a new field of labor by a pastor. The Executive 
Committee begs to recommend the following resolutions 
to Synod for adoption: 
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1. SYDod decides to introduce a "sliding scale" which 
is to serve as a working basis in assisting needy churches 
in the payment of moving expenses, above referred to, and 
which shall read as follows: 

a. Congregations nnmbering 20 families or less, when 
the amount involved in said transfer exceeds the 
snm of $200.00 shall, when necessary, receive aid to 
the extent of 50% of the actual cost of snch transfer. 

b. Congregations nnmbering between 21 and 30 fami· 
ilies, when the amount involved exceeds $250.00 shall, 
when necessary, receive aid to the extent of 40% of 
the actual cost of such tiransfer. 

c. Congregations numbering between 31 and 40 families, 
when the amournt involved exceeds $350.00 shall, 
when necessary, receive aid to the extent of 30 % of 
the actual cost of such transfer. 

d. Congregations numbering between 41 and 50 families, 
when .the amount involved exceedls $450.00 shall, ' 
when necessary, receive aid to t1be externt of 25 % of 
the actual coest of such transfer. 

e. Congregations numbering more than 50 families sball 
be considered exceptions to the rule, and their cases 
judged upon their merits. 

2. In addition to this scale Synod also decides: 
a. Each case is to be judged upon its own merits, all 

necessaryinformatiorn is to be forwarded to the CIas, 
sica!. Home Mission Committee, which in turn shall 
forward this information, together with its recom, 
mendation to· Synod or, if the need arise between 
Synods, to the Executive Committee for Home Mis, 
sions, which shall then reimburse the congregation in, 
volved, if it considers the claims reasonahle, on a hasis 
that shall be fair to both the local church and the 
Church at large. 

b. To call the attention of these needy churches to page 
36,b of the Church Order (Schaver's Ed.), ..... that 
if a minister shall serve a congregation for a rela, 
tively short time, this church may ask for a 
refund from the church whose call has been ac-­
cepted." Should this means be resorted to, the amount 
received in this manner should be stated in t1be re, 
quest above referred to. 
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c. That in the caseofa church calling a minister having 
served for a period less than four years, and should 
the church from which he is called take advantage of 
the Article above referred to, the Church at large shall 
not assume the added obligation of assisting the call­
ing church in also paying Vh.s amount. 

d. That the payments mentioned in these decisions be 
made from the Subsidy Fnnd, an item to cover such 
payments is to be inclnded in the budget for this 
Fund. 

D. ART. 11, H.M. O. 
The Synod of 1937 cbarged the Ex. Comm. for H. M. 

" , ... to consider in what practical ways Art. 11 of the 
Hom'e Mission Order may be carried out effectively, and re­
port to the next Synod" (see Acts, '37, Art. 113, p. 91). 

Article 11 of the H. M. O. reads\ "To encourage mission 
fields and congregations to fass from one stage into an­
otbier, it •. hall be the duty 0 the Executive Committee to 
impress upon the churches Jhis need and to aid the differ­
ent fields in progressing from the chllirch extension to the 
emergency stage, from the emergency to the subs,idy stage, 
and from the subsidy to the self-sustaining stage. (This is 
not intended to imply that every field mus,t necessarily pass 
through each one of these three stages.)" 

The Ex. Comm. should like to remark as to this mandate 
of Synod: 

1. It is most difficnlt, if nlOt impossible, to cons,truct a 
well-defined method of .operation .in cases such as this ~ 
a method which shall be applicable in all cases. It should 
be borne in mind that tibJere are not two cases alike. Church­
es differ as to love for the cause and missionary zeal, as 
well as to thcir ,s,;tuations, financial and' otherwise; there 
mayor may not be opportunity for missionary labors and 
expansion. As churches differ, so may ministers and candi­
dates labOring in their midst. And the general altitude of 
Classes differ, some are undoubtedly more eager to work 
towards the self-sustaining slage of weak churches tban 
others. 

2. Secondly we remark that much depends upon: 
a. The alertness of the Ex. Comm. in suggesting to 

churches, when opportunity affords, to pass from one 
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s<tage to another,as ,'vas done with the Winnipeg 
church, 

b. The cordial co-operation between the Ex. Comm., 
churches involved, aud Classes. ' , 

c. The zeal of ministers aud caudidates serving weak 
ehurches or fields. If these laborers are alert and 
seek to contact the unehurched in communities wthdch 
afford such contacts, the membership may even tually 
increase, and with God's bless,ing such churches and 
fields may become ,self-sustaining in cou~se of time. 

IX. OVERTURES TO SYNOD 
The Ex. Comm. begs to submit the following overtures 

to Synod for adoption: 
A. The Executive Committee for Home Missions over­

tures Synod to add the following amendment to Art. 9 of 
the Home Mission Order: 

"This fund may also be used to remunerate studients, who 
have been engaged for a certain definite period of time, pro­
vided requests for the self'Vices of such students, be endorsed 
by the Classical Home Mission Committee and approved 
by the Executive Committee for Home Missions. Grounds: 
"f There is no fund available at the present time to help 
pay for t!he expenses of such work. 

2. It is at times difficult tn, persuade candida tes to take 
fields that are less promising, since they are na,turally hop­
ing to receive a call, yet these fields demand workers. 

3. Tlus arrangement will allow our students to come in 
actual contact with the practical side of their future work 
and this affords them an opportunity to tes,t their ability 
and attraction for work accordiug to the spirit and purpose 
of the Home Mission Order. 

4. The Ex. Comm. will ,be placed in position to judge, 
through reports of the work sent in by the students as well 
as by those directly slllpervising their work, as tn the per­
sonality and general fitness of such students for the work 
as now outlined in the Home Mission Order. 

B. The Executive Committee for Home Miss,ions over­
tures Synod to adopt the following rules for the retirement 
of its home missionaries: 

1. Home Missionaries shall retire at !!he age of 70 years. 
Ground: The labors required of a home missionary are of 
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such a nature that it can hardly be expected that at the age 
of 70 years they can satisfactorily .serve the Church in that 
capacity .. 

2. Home Missionaries who find that the labors required 
of them are too arduous and exacting shall have the privi-
lege to retire at the age of 65 years. . 

C. City Evangelization. 
The Missoon Order has included in its program "the 

bringing of the Gospel to the unchurched" and speaks of 
"Home Evangelization." This isa.new phase of Home Mis-

. sion work on the part of the Church at large. It is witih 
respect to this hranch of work that the Executive Commit­
tee requests tibat Synod define the course it wishes to 
pursue . 

PreparatOiry to a defining by Synod of its policy for the 
future, ourCommitlee submits an explanation and opin­
ion, together with advice which we trust may pave the way 
toward determining the course our Evangelization work 
will take. . 

Our work of Home Missions in the years prior to 1936 
confined itself. mainly to the organizatiOin of churches 
when owing to immigration or distance from a neighbor­
ing church, there a,ppeared to be a need of such organi­
zation. This work especially concerned itself with I'he 
gathering of the brethren of the faith. 

There will be a need of this type of Home Mission activity 
as long as people migrate to distant places and the growtlh 
of existing congregations make the organization of new 
fields feasible and imperative. Immigration being prac­
tically at a standstill, there will be but little need of en­
gaging more missionaries for this type of work. Our pres­
ent missiDn force is quite sufficient in numbers to take care 
'Of the spiritual needs of those who immigrate to our shores. 

The organization of new congregations as a result of the 
natural growth of our denominationl will be necessaJl'Y, we 
ti-us,t, throughout tbe life of our Church. When we con­
sider that we have congregations which are far too large 
for prop€lr ministry by one pastor, it would seem to be the 
part of wisdom for those congregatiDns .to encourage the 
organization 'Of new churches. 

The membership of a congregation too large for an ade­
quate minis,try by one pastor will be greatly benefitled by 
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the organ'zation of a new church. A home missionary 
can render valuable assistance in such cases. 

To confine ourselves to the work referred to is hardly 
justifiable in view of the crying need of Evangelization in 
our large cities and centers of population. In reports sub­
mitted to Synod in recent years attention has been called 
on different occasions to the urgency of the work of 
evangelization among the unchurcbed. 

We quote from the report found in tlhie Agenda, 1926, 
pages 50-55: 
"- we would define this work of Evangelization as a part of the 

task of Domestic Missions that devotes itself to the spread of the 
Gospel by work of mouth, or the printed page among the unchurched 
in Christian communities." "There is no doubt in our mind that 
in line with the definition given of Evangelization, it would be very 
practical to enlarge upon the scope of the work of Domestic Missions, 
especially where' a Home Missionary has a number of large cities in 
his field. This could be done by having the missionary establish 
Sunday Schools in unchurched communities, and then gradually 
develop the Sunday School so as to come to regular Gospel meetings. 
There are sometimes districts in, large cities where there are scores 
of families that are living without God and His holy Word, and 
His holy ordinances. This phase of Home Mission work needs de­
velopment and is a new stage to which our Home Mission work ought 
to come, since the OTdinary old method of looking .,.up a few families 
of Dutch extraction, and then finally come to the organization of a 
congregation small and struggling, is becoming obsolete. There is 
too much present the idea of church extension rather than the ideal 
of plain, simple Evangelization." 

We also desire to quote from the Agenda, Part I, 1932, 
pages 15-17: 

H_ Owing to the widespread, intense and aggressive liberalism 
of our day and country, Christian America will, it seems, iI,l-creasing­
ly be reduced to the status of a missionary field." "- Missionary 
work, if' pro-secuted faithfully. vigorously and consistently, will be 
at once a ,powerful defense and a potent factor of aggressive war­
fare against the Kingdom of Darkness that is being built upon the 
ruins of historic Christianity in our land/' 

"In view of this situation, the Church of God, our own included, 
should address itself to the task of Evangelism, i. e., missions among 
apostates, in a manner corresponding to the gravity of prevailing 
religious conditions. The time has come that the busines.s of Evan­
gelism should be built upon broad foundations and be administered 
in the states m::lnlike manner that has marked missions among heathen 
since the opening of the nineteenth century.. Sporadic and desultory 
efforts will not prove adequate, half-hearted endeavors will not meet 
the needs of the h01fr; purely practical measures, hastily devised and 
crudely executed, will not suffice; restriction to attempts looking 
to winning the down-and-outs will be tantamount to neglect of the 
most difficult part of the evangelistic work of the church; and con­
fining ourselves to lay evangelistic activi,ties will prove to be a source 
of weakness." . 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938 201 

UN othing less than an Evangelism built on deep and strong foun­
dations of sound theology and leaning in general and a healthy and 
vigorous spirituality, and prosecuted systematically along, the whole 
front of the loyal church of Christ, will avail in worth-whilo fashion. 
Half-way measures simply spell defeat. Perhaps the church, our 
church, too, is still unaware of the real situation that already obtains 
and is assuming larger proportions daily. One gets this impression 
from the relatively trifling way in which the evangelistic task has 
been taken in hand. Now, surely, we should no~ despise the day of 
small things ..... What is needed supremely is a realization of the 

. religious situation of our land and people, as summarily sketched 
above; an appreciation of the duty devolving upon the Christian 
Church to recall apostates to the religion of the.ir fathers; and a 
strengthening, ,by evangelistic work and through the use of othel' 
serviceable means, of the consciousness, on the part of 'God's people, 
that the church militant is in the enemy's country and may at any 
time be called upon to suffer annoyance, if not persecution, at the 
hands of a hostile and intolerant world. Without in the least relax­
ing in our heathen missionary effort, we should engage in Evange­
lism on a scale commensurate with, if not larger than, our heathen 
missionary work." 

It would be contrary to fact if we would give the impres­
sion that nothing has been done to reach !'he unchurched. 
Throughout our land local churches are eDgaged in City 
Mission work. We gratefully make mention of Chicago, 
Ill.; Hammond, Ind.; Holland, Muskegon, Grand Rapids, 
Mich.; and othier communities wbere with enthusiasm aDd 
gratifying results the G~SiPel has been brought to lll1.C 
churched people. The Church has sensed its responsibility 
with respect to the lost and wayward in our cities and in 
the communities adjacent to our local churches,. 

This work has been carried on mainly in behalf of the 
underpriviliged. We have given considerable allen tion to 
the forgotteDi men and women. It is definitely to the credit 
of the Church that' it ministers to the poor and destitute. 
She therein follows the example of the Lord who had con­
cern for the prodigal sons and daughters who wasted their 
substance in riotous living. This work must go on and is 
deserving of the sympathy and support of our people. 

One wonders if it cannot be said that we have, as far as 
our mission work is concerned, a class in our population 
which can be called the "forgotten class." We mean by 
that the men and women of cnlture and refinement, the 
educated and the privileged in society, Little if anything 
is done with respect to this class. We have more or less, 
conscionsly or unconsciously, taken the attitude that thi, 
class is beyond our reach. Yet it is this class which placed 
a definite stamp upon the life 'of the nation and exerts a 



202 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

more powerful influence tl~an the class of the underprivi­
leged. 

We believe that our Church is eminently fitted and 
equipped for work among the upper class in our nation 
and therefore faces a dbJallenge as never before to bring it 
the words of Life. Our emphasis on sound biblical preach­
ing by and educated ministry should be a powerful asset in 
seeking to touch this forgotten class. Preaching of the.' 
Reformed evangelistical.type is admirably adapted to have 
a strong appeal, with ·God's blessing, for the cultured and 
educated. Our conviction that the Refo~med interpretation 
of the truth is the purest, should inspire us to make it 
count in the life of our nation's people. 

Considerations, which we believe, should invite us to 
apply ourselves as a Church to this type of mission activ­
it yare: 

1. The fact that there are millions in our homeland, of 
which great masses are found in our large cities, who have 
never heard the GospeL Los Angeles has, nearly 1,000,000; 
New York has more than 4,000,000; Seattle more than 
250,000 unchurched people. Statistics inform us that more 
than 60% of the population of cities have no churdh con­
nections. These facts challenge the Church of Chirist to 
energetic labor in these fields. 

2. The Churches in our land are departing fro~ the 
faith and cannot minister to the spiritual needs of the class 
ref erred to. 

The work of. our local congregations., which usually 
employ the talents of their membership in reaching out to 
the underprivileged, altho adequate to' the needs of those 
among whom they labor, is hardly sufliciently equipped for 
labor among men and women of culture and education. 
To reach those who live on a higher cultural level there is 
need of an educated ministry. 

To reach the masses it would seem to be the part of wis­
dom to select centers of population for intensive Evan­
gelization activity. Missionaries shonld be .called who 
through week-day and Sunday meetings, canvassing of 
communities and organization of groups for study and 
inspiration, witness for the truth. 

The Executive Committee proposes that Synod dlefi­
nitely commit itself to this program of a(ltionand make pro· 
vision for beginrning the work of Evangelization in the 
larger centers of population. 
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We would especially at this time direct the attention of 
Synod to Detroit, Los Angeles, and Seattle. It would seem 
wise to begin in the abovenamed cities inasmuch as, due to 
the proximity of local churches and the presence of a 
nucleus, the work iu these cities can be better controlled 
and directed. The neighboring churches can also render 
valuable assistance in the conduct of the meetings to be 
held. 

The task referred to is by no means easy of execution. 
Working among the privileged in society is. much more 
difficult than laboring among the underprivileged. There 
is no· welcome to greet the missionary when he knocks at 
their door. He is more apt to find them mistrustful and 
suspiciou~. To reach this class, halfway measures will not 
avail. The Church, convinced of the significance and worth­
whileness of missionary effort among the unchurched in 
this group, must use the means, best suited to a successful 
prosecntion' of this enterprise. 

The first st"JP, and we consider this to be of the greatest 
importance, is ,hat the peop,le among whom we intend to 
labor be informed with respect to the existence and the 
teachings of our denomination. No one will deny that to a 
host of people, our Church is unknown. Even the American 
church world is but barely aware of its exils.tence. The Re­
formed conception of life and the princiIP1es for which our 
Church stands have not beeru sufficiently propagated. 

We propose that Synod give consideration to the use of 
-radio broadc(l.sting as a means tor bringing the message of 
God's'Vord, as we know it, to the people of our country. 

Radio biroadcasting as an effective agency in the spread­
ing of the gospel should not be discouuted. Through the 
radio we can find an entrance where doors are bolted 
against us. In it we have an entering wedge which, with 
God's blessing, will prove to be an inestimable asset in the 
work of Home Missions. 

It .is not necessary to elaborate upon the advisability of 
making use of this recognized means for reaching the pub­
lic. Business concerns, political parties, and numerous 
Churches and sects eonsider H to be the best available in­
strument in bringing their message to th!e nation. 

The radio will not only afford us an opportuiity to bring 
a message and open the door to our missionariesl; but it 
will also provide us with an index as to the number -and 
location of the listeners who are interested in our mes1sage 
and are disposed to receive our men into their homes. 
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In connection with radio broadcasting we should make 
an extensive use of the printing press. The messages de­
livered over the radio should he made available to all lis­
teners who desire them. Through the use of pamphlet we 
should seek to acquaint the American public with the faith 
and standards of the Chr. Ref. Church. This follow-up 
method should not he underestimated. The minds and 

"hearts made receptive for our message should be given a 
more complete statement of our doctrine and practice. 

We consider the radio and the prilliting press to be 
quite indispensable in carrying out the program of Evan­
gelization among the upper class in our natio.n's population. 

Should the Lord be pleased to hless our efforts and open 
doors of service, ilierewill be need of missionaries, who have 
the qnalifications required for this type o.f mission work. 
After extensive and thorough investigation, the opportune 
places for Evangelization should be selected and meeting­
places purchased or erected to meet the need of the several 
fields. 

Yo.ur Co.mmittee overtures Synod to commit itself to 
this general program of action il1 the sphere of Evangeli­
zation by: 

1. Authorizing a committee to arrange for mdio broad­
casting, provided it can be arranged in such a way that 
there will be no direct financial burden placed upon the 
Churdh. (MaDlY religious bro.adcast" are made possible by 
the generosity of the listeners.) I 

2. Instructing a committee to. make use of the printed" 
messages and pamphlets as a follow-up method in propa-
gating our faith. . 

3. Authorizing the Executive Committee for Home Mis­
sions ,to arrange for the calling of a missionary (or mis­
sionaries) on be!hralf of Synod for Evangelization as oppor­
tunity and occasion may require. 

4. Authoriziug the Executive Committee for Home Mis­
sions to select the fields for Evangelization and to procure 
suitable meeting places. 

D. THE TRANSFER OF MISSIONARY D. MELLEMA 

Last summer the Fremont churches through a com­
mittee appointed by the consistories conferred with your 
committee relative to the needs of the Woodville district. 
It was the desire of the Fremont churches that a more 
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permanent arrangement be made for the field, if possible, 
through the stationiug of a missiouary. 

Several considerations induced the Executive Commit­
tee to station a missionary in Woodville, Michigan. 

They are: 
1. Woodville commended itself to the Committee· as a 

needy and promising field for church extension. 
2. The services rendered by candidates had proven to 

be unsatisfactory due to their brief periods of service. 
3. Having a missionary in the Northern Michigan ter­

ritory was considered practicable. 
Of the staff of missionaries the Rev. D. Mellema was 

the choice of the Fremont Churches. In as much as we 
considered it quite probable that other satisfactory ar­
rangements· could be made for Hamshire, Texas, your 
Committee decided to meet the need of Woodville by 
transferring the missionary, provided it would meet with 
the approval of all parties concerned. The missionary, 
the consistory of Hamshire, and the Classical Home Mis­
sion Committees of Pella and Muskegon approved of the 
transfer. 

E. THE TRANSFER OF MISSIONARY H. WIERENGA 

A Mission Station was opened in Minneapolis uearly 
two years ago. Synod had authorized the Executive Com­
mittee to do so. Missionary J. R. Brink has labored there 
a considerable part of the time. His many duties forbade 
giving the field the .required attention. Classis Ostfries­
land and Classis Minnesota rendered valuable assistance 
in giving the station classical snpplies whenever neces­
sary. 

In .as much as: 
1. Preaching services do not accomplish anything be­

yond Tetaining the interest of those who attend and thus 
the need of a permanent worker urged itself upon your 
Committee. . 

2. Missionary J. R. Brink and the Home Mission Com­
mittee of Classis Minnesota are convinced that the work 
begun in Minneapolis should by alI means be continued. 

3. The ministers who have conducted services in 
Minneapolis maintain that a missionary with experience 
should be stationed in that city; your Committee decided 
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to make the desired provis,ion and station one of our mis­
sionaries as a perm»nent worker in that place. 

In view of the fact that Winnipeg cannot at present be 
properly considered a mission field, it was considered 
feasible to arrange for the transfer of the Rev. H. Wier­
enga to Minneapolis. In consultation with the miso,ionary, 
the consistory of \Vinnipeg and the Home Mission Com­
mittee of Classis Minnesota and with their approval the 
transfer was effected in the latter part of April. 

F. Your Committee submits the following matters with 
res,peet to two of our missionaries for advice. 

1. In connection with the labors and field of Missionary 
De longe, the Executive Committee has experienced diffi­
culty and a problem has arisen. We present same to 
Synod and request your honorable hody that instructions 
he given to the Executive Committee. 

In order to sense the situation, the main facts are here­
with presented. 

In his report of April 1937 Missionary De Jonge:urged 
upon the Executive Committee that another worker be 
engaged for Buena Park and that he be released for 'work 
in industrial Los Angeles. Under date of May 3, 1937, the 
Executive Committee replied: 

UYour report relative to Buena Park and industrial Los Angeles 
has been laid before, the Ex. Comm. You urge that a worker be 
appointed as, soon .as, possible. . .. ,- . _ -

"We.: .. also had correspondence from brother F)'"ens anent the same 
matter.- On the 'basis' of the reports at hand, the Ex. Camm. is of 
the opinion that another worker for Buena. Pa:ik, as you suggest, 
should not he delayed. . , '. _ .; 

"We therefore -urge that Buena Park, in conjunction with the 
Cl. Home Miss. Comm., make definit.e ,application for a worker." 

From later correspondence it became clear that the 
California Committee and Rev. De Jonge were in agree­
ment as to the need of another worker in Buena Park; 
they were not in accord as to the continued work of De 
Jonge in California. This is evident from the quotations 
herewith, and taken from a letter addresseq to Mission­
ary De Jonge hy the Executive Committee <in Nov. 20, '37. 

HWe had word from Classis Calif. urging us that you be taken out 
of Calif. and transferred to another field. Further information was 
at hand that you personally favored the stationing of anotherc worker 
in Artesia (Buena Park) to take your place, hoping that such a 
change of workers might be to the advantage of the Artesia field; 
That information was corroborated by a letter from the Artesia 
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Consistory received on Nov. 19th, in which, among other things, the 
Consistory writes-'het is dan oak op aanxaden van Dominee De 
J onge dat wij om een ander werker vragen.' 

"Having endeavored to view the whole issue fairly and fro,m every 
angle, the Committee decided upon your transfer to Hamshire, 
Texas, a field vacated by the transfer of Missionary Mellema to 
Woodville, Mich. 

"We are now desirous -to have your reaction relative to this 
. propose,d transfer. After having given the matter earnest and 
cardul 'consideration, an early reply from you shall be appreciated." 

On the same date of Nov. 20, '37 a letter was sent to the 
Hamshire' Consistory reqnesting a statement from the 
brethren there relative to the transfer. Within a week 
Hamshire replied: 

"He ought to fill the hill. Hoping the Lord may soon send the 
brother to -take up the work at Hamshire." 

However, no word was received from brother De Jonge. 
Therefore, when the Execntive Committee felt that it 
simply could not wait any longer, it on Jan. 14, 1938, that 
is, after a lapse of nearly two months, once more re­
qnested De Jonge to inform us whether or not the pro­
posed transfer met with his approval. In, the meantime 
Hamshire had become restless and inquired: 

"Please let us k~ow:what :i's; holding rip this' thing." 

And thus dn Jan. 18;1938, Rev.' De Jonge wrote us as 
follows: 

"We have been corresponding with the consistory of the Christian 
Reformed Church'of-Hamshire, Texas, and have learned that besid'es 
Hamshire, the Texas field :also includes :Nederland and Port Arthur. 
Moreover, that all the: servic.es are _ being held in the American lan­
guage. (You'·are.perhaps aware that one'of the reasons'why I have 
to leave the California mission field, according to one of the mem­
bers of our classical H. M. C., .was ~that I do not know, my. English 
well enough'). 

"It seems to me, Brethren, that the Texas field is in need .of a 
y'ounger man than I am-a man with more and better talents than 
I have at 'my disposition., ' 

"Therefore, on account 'of the situation and need of the field and 
my present physical condition, I do not Ji'are to take upon, myself 
the responsibility of the proposed transfer." . 

It should be added that in compliance with the request 
of Buena Park, Missionary De Jonge, and Classis Cali­
fornia, the Executive Committee, with the approval of 
Synod, plans to place another worker in this field. 

Asa conseqnence, we face these facts: 
a. That Missionary De Jonge will be withont a field of 

labor when the requested worker for Buena Park 
has been secured. 
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b. That Classis California is convinced that Mission­
ary De Jonge can no longer qualify for work in its 
territory. . 

c. That Missionary De Jonge desires to remain in the 
California field. 

d. That in view of language difficulties, and "my pres­
ent physical condition," and his evident desire to 
remain in California, there may not be another field 
of labor that can be assigned to Missionary DeJonge. 

Vife, therefore, request Synod to give instructions to 
the Executive Committee in the matter of Missionary 
De Jonge. 

2. The Executive Committee further requests that 
Synod give it instructions relative to Missionary 1. C. De 
Bruyn. His case is similar to that of Missionary De Jonge, 
namely, that the Executive Committee has difficulty in 
finding suitable field of labor. A few elucidating facts 
must be stated. 

In the spring of 1937 two members of the Executive 
Committee, who attended the sessions of Classis Sioux 
Center, approached brother De Bruyn orally on a possible 
transfer to Winnipeg, Canada. At that time the brother 
had no assigned field of labor except serving as pulpit 
supply wherever this opportunity was given. Since the 
Executive Committee was contemplating the transfer of 
Missionary Wierenga from Winnipeg, agreeable to the 
brother, to the Minneapolis field, the feasibility of 
stationing De Bruyn at Winnipeg was considered. The 
brother however intimated that the severity of the 
Canadian winters were againsl'his acceptance of a trans­
fer to Winnipeg. 

When the Elmer-Meadowland district in Minnesott. was 
brought to the attention of your Committee, Missionary 
De Bruyn was asked to labor there. This field, compris­
ing but a few families, gave little or no promise for the 
future. And hence when Martin, South Dakota, asked 
for a worker until such time as they should disband, 
De Bruyn was assigned to Martin. 

When his work was terminated in Martin beginning 
Oct., 1937, the Executive Committee approached both 
brother De Bruyn and Hamshire, Texas, on the feasibility 
of a transfer to Hamshire. In view especially of the 
schooling of his children, Rev. De Bruyn informed us that 
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he could not go to Hamshire with his family. Yet if the 
Committee insisted, though it involved great sacrifice on 
his part, he would he prepared togoalone. Eut since the 
Consistory of Hamshire did not approve of this particular 
transfer, nothing further w'as done. 

In the meantime a request had come in that a worker 
be stationedilt Wichita, Kausas, where some Holland 
families resided. This assignment was, given to De Bruyn 
and he has labored there from December, 1937, until the 
Present time. His labors there were interrupted a few 
times by sickness due to high blood pressure and fainting 
spells to which the brother is subject. . 

Now, however, Classis Pella is desirous that another. 
worker, perhaps a candidate under the Emergency plan, 
be sent to Wichita. The Committee of Classis Pella 
WTites: "Let Rev. J. C. De Brnyn continne to carryon the 
work as at present until more suitable arrangements can 
be made." 'Vhen that request is. complied with, the 
Executive Committee faces the problem of finding an­
other assignment for Missionary De Bruyn. And in view 
of the limitations as stated and implied in the foregoing 
elucidation, the Executive Committee may not be in a 
posHion to assign a field to Missionary De Bruyn. 

We, therefore, request Synod to give instructions to the 
Executive Committee in the matter of Missionary De 
Bruyn. 

G. CALLING OF A M,SSIONARY 

1. The Executive Committee overtures Synod to call a 
Missionary for Southern Californ[a. ReceI\tly a mission 
station was opened at EI Monte. The attendance at the 
meetings held was encouraging. Th~ EI Monte mission 
station is ,readily accessible for people living in Arcadia, 
Wilmar, Temple City, San Gahriel, Alhambra, South Pasa­
dena, Sierra MadTe, Monrovia, Baldwin Park, Covina, Glen­
dora, Azusa, etc. 

The Executive Committee deferred calling in view of the 
fact that Synod would meet soon. It is convinced that 
calling a missionary shonld not be delayed lest a field so 
extensive and promising snffer. 

At present we have no active missionary in the South 
California field. Rev. J. De Jonge is incapacitated due to 
his physical condition, and his transfer to some other field 
is advised by Classis California. 
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2. Your Committee advises that Synod choose from the 
following quartet: Candidate A. Brink, Rev. F, De Jong, 
Rev. E. B. Pekelder, and Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft. Synod 
should also designate a calling dhnrch. 

H. In this connection the Ex. Comm. wishes to call the 
attention of Synod to Art. 4, H. M. 0., as revised by the 
Synod of 1937 (Acts, Ar1.91, II, B, p. 75), which concerns 
the election of members of the Ex. Comm. whose terms 
expire with this Synod, and their alternates. 

X. REMARKS IN REGARD TO OVERTURES 
(Agenda, Part II) 

The Ex. Comm. shonld like to make the following re­
marks to Synod anent overtures to he considered and as 
found in the Agenda, Parl. II. 

1. As TO OVERTURE 6-1 OF CLASSIS ORANGE CITY 

Your Committee is of the opinion that the gronnds upon 
wbiich this overture rests tends to leave a false impression. 
Judging from this overture it would seell1 as though the 
Committee mod[fies and changes the recommendations of 
the Classes and then passes on· its recommendation with­
out allowing the recommendations of the various Classes 
to appear before Synod. This is, of course, not true. The 
report of our Committee at the last Synod and again at 
fbiis time reveals that in all fairness to all parties concerned 
we pillce hefore Synod in a concise form all the material 
we have received so that Synod may compare our recom­
mendations with tbie requests of the Consistory and the 
recommendations of the Classes. Moreover, the delegates 
from the Classes may he heard by the Advisory Committees 
and aIm on the floor of the Synod whenever they feel that 
full justice has not been done. We do not believe the pre· 
sentation of this overture to be fair, to say the least. 

It is true that the past year and again fhis year our Com­
mittee felt constrained to change the recommended 
amounts in a number of instances. But it must be remem­
bered that this is the beginning of a new set-up, and that 
invariably brings with it certain changes. In most of filese 
cases the material furnished your Committee in the ques­
tionnaires all bnt justified recommending the large subsi­
dies received hy some of these churches, in by-gone years. 
And then with a view to the instruction given onr Commit­
tee by Synod to work toward an equitable distribution of 
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the fund, we found some of the subsidies were very much 
out of line and the unpleasant task became ourS to en­
deavor to bring them into line. There were some of the 
Classes that even called upon the Committee to grant in­
creased allowances in order tfhat salaries might be raised. 
\Ve were of the opinion, however, that if this increase in 
its entirety should come by way of subsidy, very good rea­
sons must be presented why the congregations involved 
should not also put forth a concerted effort to endeavor to 
meet part of this increase, whiclh had not been done in a 
number of cases. Your Committee felt itself responsible to 
the entire Church and must view the recommeudations of 
each Classis in the light of and in comparison with the 
subsidies received by the churches of other Classes.. When­
ever it became evident that emergencies existed the Com­
mittee was only too ready to recommend the increase in 
srubsidies. It should also be borne in mind that if a Classis 
recommends a certain amount of subsidy for any particular 
church, which goes beyond the scheduled allowan'ce as con­
tained in ~he sliding scale, the special circumstances de­
manding 'this special grant must be clearly defined. 

Furthermore, as to ground (a), supposing for argument's 
sake that ground (a) in the overture were true, isn't it just 
as reasonable to as!Srume that a Central Committee, with 
fairness to the smaller subsidized churches and in justice 
to' the Church at large, is in a better pasitian to' render an 
unbiased verdict in the case, and work toward a mare 
equitable distribution af the Subsidy Fundi? Mareaver, we 
believe that the questiannaires filled in annually with all 
the added informatian a cansistory may be pleased to' send 
to' assist the Executive Cammittee in becaming thoraughlv 
canversant with the lacal needs are used to gaod advan-

-age in earning with an unbiased recommendatian, to Synad. 
Graund (b) pasits a very general and sweeping state­

ment, namely, that the existing candition is a "very fruit­
full causle for frictian." The rattle of such a statement is 
frequently greater than the pawer af its sting. We may in 
all hanesty state that there has been camparatively very 
little fricltion between the Cammittee and the Classes. Even 
where differences af apinion have existed there has been 
nO' frictiou, except by way of rare exceptian, and then anly 
where it was impossible to overcome a spirit af prejudice 
and unreasanableness. 
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Ground (c) is, of course, wholly contrary to fact.' The 
Committee has no such authority as is claimed in' this 

"ground, and s\lrely has no desire of ever assuming it. Dur­
ing the ;period between Synods the Committee may be called' 
upon to decide in cases that cannot wait. Synod has made 
p:rovision in Art. 13 of the Home Missaon Order to meet 
such emergencies. But this is an entirely different matter 
from that mentioned in ground (c) of the overture. All 
that our Committee does is to place its recommendation 
along side of the recommendation of the Cla;;sis. The deci· 
'sion rests w]tlh Synod as to the amount of subsidy, each 
church is to receive the following year. 

2. As.TO OVERTURE 6-2 OF CLASSIS ORANGE CITY 

As to the second proposed change in Art. 5, h, permit us 
to state that in out humble opinion it would not be fair to 
the Church at large to permit a local group to distribute 
part of the denominational funds as the need might arise in 
its immediate vicinity. No church nor Classis, would allow 
any such thing, neither should the denomination allow it. 
Rather than working toward a mare equitable distribution 
of the Subsidy Fund and to the greater satisfaction in the 
Church at large, rt would work toward defeating the Home 
Missuon Order and the new Home Mission set-up, and would 
coutiuue the state of dissatisfaction that has 'existed in the 
Church at large. Besides, it must be borne in mind that 
our Committee always worlllil in conjunction with our Mis­
sionary-at-Iarge and in consultation with the Classical 
Home Mllision Committee iu whose midst the emergency 
may arise. 

3. As TO OVERTURE 6-3 OF CLASSIS ORANGE CITY 

As to the proposed change in Art. 10, we remark: There 
can be bu:t littleohjection to changing the wording of this 
Article, as suggested. In fact, the Executive Committee 
has never nsed the power here mentioned, and follows the 
very course suggested. That this is the intention of the 
Home Mission set-up seems to be perfectly ;plain from Art. 
13 of'the Mission Order, which s~ates very definitely that 
n<tt with the Executive Commitee but with Synod rests 
the authority of passing on the various requests fo:r sub­
rody. Our Committee does no more tban, after a thorough 
study of the questionnaires, to offer its recommendation 
to Synod. 
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4. As TO OVERTURE 6-4 OF CLASSIS ORANGE CITY 

As to the proposed change of the decision of Synod (see 
Acts 1937, pp. 84, 85). We do not believe that tbe change 
should be introduced, but rather that Synod should con­
tinue the ruling as is, namely, that both the Clas,sical 
Home Mission Committee and Synod or the Executive 
Committee, acting on behalf of the Church at large, should 
judge tbe case. The grounds for our advice are the same 
as originally presented to Synod, that is·: 

1. This is in line with- Art. 5, h, of tbe Home Mission 
Order. 

2. A vacancy may bring /lbout a cbange in condition iu 
considerrution of which subsidy was promised bJl 
Synod. 

3. This inerusure will avoid certain irregularities thaI: 
have occurred in the past and forestall any trouble 
that may arise as a result of hasty action. 

5. As TO OVERTURE 6-5 OF CLASSIS ORANGE CITY 

The Executive Committee desires to call the attention 
of Synod when considering the above named overture to 
the following: . 

a. The Subsidy Fund is an integral part of the Home 
Mission project. . 

b. ,Subsidized congregations usually are small field, 
and hence their ministers under normal circumstances arc 
in a position to give some of their time to fields which 
call for missionary endeavors. 

c; The ChurGh should retain the right to make use of 
their services when circumstances require it. 

d. The subsidized congregations can show their appre­
~iation of the belp received by loaning their ministers t6 
a needy field. 

In reply to the grounds given we call the attention of· 
Synod to: 

a. The supplies arearrangcd by the Classical Home 
Mission Committees which, if they consider it inadvisable 
to make us.e of thc services of a certain minister of a sub­
sidized church because of a special need in his con­
gregation, can excuse him subject to the approval of 
Classis. 
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b. This is true in the abstract and there is a possibility 
that such a ~,jtuation may arise, however, the Classical 
Home Mission Committee can guard against this possible 
abuse. 

c. Although the several Funds have their specific func­
tions in our Mission program this. does not preclude that 
ministers of subsidized churches and candidates in emer­
gency fields labor n behalf of church extension. 

d. It is nDt in. agreement with facts "that there are a 
sufficient number of candidates to take· care of any 
emergencies that may arise." Often candidates are not 
available. 

·6. NOTIFICATION AND REQUEST FROM CLASSIS MINNESOTA 

The Executive Committee received the following nolifi­
cation and request: 

"At its latest meeting Classis Minnesota decided to transmit to 
you fOT your earnest and sympathetic consideration and for possible 
synodical action the following communication which was intended 
as an overture, but is not as such sent through by us since the 
Missionary at large thought it best that you study the matter first 
and bring whatever solution you may find to the pr(}blem it states 
to Synod:" 

The communication 
sola speaks follows: 

Yours, 
(Was signed) G. A. Lyzenga, S. C. 

of which this letter of Cl. Minnc-

WHEREAS: the new mission order recognizes the emergency 
stage as the logical and actual stage thru which each congregation 
in its development generally passes; this is a very important stage, 
and, due to the future emphasis upon work, not merely among the 
scattered Hollanders, but also among the unchurched, this stage 
becomes eyen more important for the future development of congre­
gations. THEREFOR: 

. Synod make provisions for the improvement of 
a) the present system of "strengthening ·congregations in the 

emergency stage"; and, 
b) the present system of placing Candidates in congregations. as 

stated supplies, BY, 
making use of the available Candidates which in the judgment of 
Synod (or the executive committee) can be engaged as Stated 
Supplies, by calling and ordaining these Candidates as Home 
Missionaries, or assistants to Home Missionaries, and then- plac­
ing them as stated supplies in the congregations which are in the 
emergency stage. 

REASONS: 
1) An organized congregation in the emergency stage needs an 

ordamed worker. 
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a) A candidate cannot serve the congregation on the average 
of more than 9 months a year. This is due to the foUoww 
ing facts: 

1) 'Communion, -celebrated 4 times a year. 
2) Confession of ' faith, at least two times a year. 
3) . Baptism, ·at least three times a year. 
4) Ordination of elders and deacons, once a ye~. 
5) Vacation and Classical Appointments, 4 per year. 

b) The calling in of ministers for the administration of 
Sacraments, etc., places an added financial burden on the 
congregation. 

c) The development of the Spiritual life of the congregation 
is not directed as it should be when the worker who is 
acquainted with the Spiritual needs of his flock cannot 
also administer the Sacraments to them and make the 
application of the significance of these sacraments to the 
individual needs. 

d) It also creates the wrong impression among these new 
congregations that they HIRE their pastor, and thus the 
divine call of the Pastor is lost sight of. 

2) Many congregations in the emergency stage do not request 
the services ,of a Candidate as Stated Supply hecause of the 
peculiar position in which they then find themselves. FOR: 
a) The congre.gation that requests a stated supply and ap­

proves of a certain candidate has a feeling of oblig.ation 
toward this candidate when they are ready to, extend a 
call. A congregation does not like to feel obligated. They 
desire to feel perfectly free to call whom they please. 

b) Difficulties occurred in the past that have caused division 
inste,ad of harmony in certain congregations. 

,3) The Candidate who is placed as a stated supply in an organized 
congreg:ation finds himself in a ,peculiar position. 
a) He has b,een declaTed a 'Candidate; he receives a -request 

to act as ,a stated supply in an' organized congregation; 
because of hi,s desire to -be active in the spreading of the 
Gospel Truth he accepts the offer which in many respects 
resembles a can. 

b) The candidate, during this period, is on trial. If he proves 
himself accepta,ble to man, he may re~eive the call; if not, 
he is left out. Thus candidat~s; unconsciously are liable 
to become man-pleasers. This is contrary to the Divine 
calling of a minister. 

c) Generally the longer a ,candidate remains a stated supply 
in a certain congregation, under this 'peculiar arrange­
ment, the more the possihility of his receiving the calI, 
decreases. 

d) The accepting of the position as stated supply by a candi­
date does not permit him to become acquainted in other 
congregations, and thus tends to cause him to be over­
looked by the calling congregations. 

Your Committee advises that SYDod endorse the fol­
Iowing reply to this commuuicatioD. 
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The Preamble of the Home Mission Order states "The 
scope of Home Missions includes ..... , the strengthening 
of fields which may be said .to be in an emergency stage, 
through the stationing of candidates for the ministry in 
them," and in Art. 9 we read, "This Fund shall assist in 
financing such fields as engage a candidate for the min­
istry as a stated supply." 

The Emergency Fund, as the term indicates, was es,tab­
lished to assist in an emergency. The Emergency w!ts a 
twofold one. On the one hand there were candidates for 
the ministry which had not been called and on the other 
hand there were fields which were in need of the services 
of men who were trained for the Gospel ministry. -The 
Church, considering it to be irresponsible on its part, in 
view of the needs in several fields, not to employ the ser­
vices of its candidates, called this Fund into being. This 
Fund has rendered a valuable service and will continue 
to do so as long as the above named abnormal condition 
prevails. 

The Emergency Fund did not intend to effect a per­
manent relationship between the field and the worker 
stationed there. The Fund was established to meet an 
emergency which, it was hoped, would be temporary. It 

/ was expected that through the labors of' the candidates 
fields would pass from the Emergency into the Subsidy 
stage. In several instances this has happened. However, 
there are fields which 'very likely will remain in an 
emergency stage for some time to come. 

It is rather discouraging for some of our candidates 
that they have not received calls since it is but natural 
that they desire to .be ordained. That they have not been 
called is not necessarily due to a f auIt in them. It is in 
most cases due to the'fact that the fields in which they 
labor do not offer sufficient prospects for growth. 

The overture of the consistory of Estelline, S. D., seeks 
to meet the desire of the candidates to be ordained and 
the need in all fields of ordained men by having Synod 
call and ordain all who are engaged' as stated supplies. 
As much as your Committee desires to comply with the 
wishes of both the candidates and the several fields it is 
convinced that the solution proffered in the above named 
overture is unacceptable. 
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The reasons are: 
1. It is often impos£,ible for Synod or the Executive 

Committee to determine before a candidate has labored 
in a given field whether or not he is a capable missionary 
for the field for which he is to be engaged. It shoiJld be 
the policy of the Church to engage only our best men for 
Home Mission work. ' 

2: Th~ overture argues that it is advisable that each 
and every congregation should enjoy the services of 
ordained men. Noone will dispute its advisability, but, 
it hardly argues the contention that ,Synod should ordain 
men for each and every congregation which needs the 
help a candidate can render. 

3. The overture runs contrary to the declared purpose 
of the Emergency Fund. The adoption of this overture 
would result in the abolition of the Emergency Fund. The 
Mission Order desires ,to make use of candidates while 
they are candidates for the ministry, whereas the overture 
would make all available candidates ordained mission­
aries or assistant missionaries. By adopting this overture 
all candidates would become part of the mission force 
and wonld have to be supported by the Chnrch Extension 
Fnnd. We do not believe that Synod is disposed to make 
all available candidates, which can be nsed temporarily 
as stated supplies, missionaries. 

4. The Emergency Fnnd was intended to meet a tem­
porary need in fields where a permanent arrangement is 
not desired and in some cases ,inadvisable. This will be 
clear when we note which fields can be considered to be 
in the emergency stage. They are: 

a. Newly organized chnrches which present opportuni­
ties for expansion, bnt are riot in a' posHion to call a 
minister dne to financial inability. 

b. Churches which with respect to growth are stagnant 
but are in need of a regular worker with a view to the 
spiritual needs of the flock. 

c. Churches which, although in ueed of a worker, con­
sider their future 100 uucertain to engage a worker per­
manently. 

d. Fields located in strategic centers in which the 
labors of a worker are indispensable. 

Only in the la£.I case mentioned can it be considered 
wise to make a permanent arrangement. Even then, 
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Synod shonld be free to choose the man best eqnipped for 
this type of work and not be obliged to ordain the candi­
date who has been stationed there as a stated snpply. By 
.stationing an ordained man there the field wonld auto­
matically pass out of the Emergency stage and become a 
part of the Chnrch Extensiou program. 

5. The overtnre makes mention of unpleasant experi­
ences some of our candidates have had in their fields. 
Those experiences are regrettable, but the arrangement 

. cannot be held responsible for them. The relationship 
between the candidate and his field not being a permanent 
one it is not binding for a congregation nor for the candi­
date. Fields have seen fit not to call their stated supply, 
and candidates have seen fit to leave a field whenever a 
better opportunity for service presented itself. 

6. The adoption of the overture would compel Synod 
or the Executive Committee to call and ordain candidates 
when it is necessary in an emergency to make use of them. 
The result will be that Synod will hesitate to employ their 
se~vices. . 

7. The adoption of this overture will take away the 
incentive on the part of a congregation to put forth efforts 
toward becoming a calling church, in as much as it al­
ready would have an ordained man. 

We believe that when a Classical Home Mission Com­
mittee and Classis are convinced that a candidate should 
be ordained because his field is properly ·a field for 
Church Extension and the caudidate has proven to have 
the required qualifications of a home missionary 'they 
should present its recommendation to.the Executive Com­
mitlee and thus to Synod; Each and every case should 
be judged on its own merits. 

Humbly submitted, 
The Executive Committee for Home Missions" 

H. BLYSTRA, Pres. 
N. J. MONSMA, Sec'y 
D. D. BONNEMA, Treas. 
R. J. RARSEN, Sec'y for C. S . 
.T. B. HULST, Sec'y for the E. F. 
J. BREUKER. 
F.·DoEZEMA. 
Wl\L ROK. 
H. E. OOSTENDORP . 

. H. BAKER, Missionary-at-large. 
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SUPPLEMENT IV 

REPORT OF CHURCH HELP COMMITTEE 

. To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

219 

W E herewith submit a report of the work done in 1937. 
As you will notice from the financial report, twelve 

loans were made during the year amounting to $13,700. 
The largest loans were $2,000, and the smallest $200. 

The receipts this year from quotas (50c per family or one 
collection per year) amounted to $7,554.22, which sum is 
nearly $3,000 more than it was in 1936. The rece1pts from 
re-paymerui:s of loans to churches this year was $8,212.85, 
which is $2,300 more than the re-payments in 1936. Our 
total receipts in 1937 were $17,992.12. 

We have been very careful, we believe, in making loans 
to such chiU/l"ches that ,needed help and where the prospects 
for growth seemed bright. We have also emphasized the 
importance of prompt re-payments of 5% per year. 

The Second Church of Denver, which, requested and re­
ceived Synod's permiss[on to make a direct appeal to all the 
churches for gifts, with the understanding that it wonld re­
pay all the money received to the Church Help Committee, 
received· thus far about $5,000. We agreed to loan them 
enough more to make the total amount $7,500. This was 
not yet done in 1937, but we felt that it should be reported 
to you now. 

As you know, we had as our treasurer, Mr. J. J. Buiten. 
He was at first appointed by the Synodical Committee when 
the fo['mer t['easurer, Rev. J. Manni, became ill. We re­
tained him after the Synod appointed another member in 
Rev. Manni's place because he was familia[' with the work 
and his work was satisfactory. Mr. Buiten was not a mem­
ber of th[s committee and had no vote, but he did the work 
under our supervision. At the last Synod there seems to 
have been some objection to this arrangement (see Acts of 
1937, page 27). The Synod called it an "irregularity." Al­
though we think that we should have the right to delegate 
some of the work to some one else, we nevertheless felt 
burdened about it. Wben we mentioned the matter to 
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Mr. Buiten, he offered to resign and we accepted his resig­
nation in order to correct tl:Jill "irregularity." We have 
now appoiruted one of our own members, Rev. D. De Beer, 
as treasurer. He began his work in March of 1938. Mr. Bui­
ten's book wers audited by Mr. Herbert Bouma, a public 
accountant, and he found them in vell'y good condition. 

Your Committee feels constrained to state further that 
when having taken cognizance of Art. 38:4 of the Acts of, 
Synod 1937, it felt grieved: Firs;t, because your Committee 
feels that it is unfair and too severe that, as a penalty for 
this "irregularity" the Committee is to be dismissed. Sec­
ondly, the application of this penalty mllSlt apparently serve 
as an enhancement for more centralization of power "ap­
pointing a centralized committee," a matter which your 
Committee, as well as many others in East and West, re­
sents. Thirdly, your Committee has not the least intention 
to in any way inflnence your body in the choosing of the 
personnel of this Committee. Your p~esent Committee, 
bowever, does wish ,to state that it has performed its work 
with pleasure and to the best of its ability. Moreover, it 
'truly fails to see that a cerutralized committee would be 
able to function more effectively and properly since your 
present Committee represents a complete cross-section of 
the whole Church. Therefore, your Committee herewith 
respectfully petitions your honorable body that if you de­
sire a different personnel to choose such that is equally 
representative. . 

Respectfully submitted, 
Church Help Committee, 

CLARENCE GROOT, Presideni 
HENRY J. VERMEER, Secretary 
D. DE BEER, Treasurer. 

CLASSICAL COLLECTIONS 
CLASSIS 1937 

California __ .... _. ____ ..... ______ .... ___ .. __ ... __ .. __ ... __ ............ $ 253.16 
Grand Rapids East ...... ______ .. __ ... __ ..................... __ 660.20 
Grand Rapids WesL ..... _____ ............ ___ ........ ___ . ___ .. __ 1,163.76 
Hackensack ___ .... _ ... _ ........... __ .. ___ ._ .. ___ ... ___ .. ___ ... ______ .. 143.78 
Holland .................................................................... 820.66 
Hudson ........ __ ................. __ ....................................... 4&6.3.5 
Illinois ...... ................................................. 934.29 
Muskegon ................................................................ 1,001.71 
Orange City . ___ ........ '.' .. _....................................... 78.18 
Ostfrfesland _ . ... ........... ............................. 226.09 
Paci.fic ...... ............................................................... 375.83 

1936 
For Comparison 

. $ 320.42 
466.61 
522.19 
133.08 
337.48 
324.43 
495.28 
793.29 

86.99 
53.34 

405.19 
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'Pella ........................................................................ . 
Sioux Center . _____ o_. ____ .••••.. ___ ••• ___ ••••......•••• _____ ._ ••••.. __ 
Wisconsin ....... ___ .. _ ... _____________ .... ___ .... ______ ........ _ ..... __ 
Zeeland ......... __ ...... _. __ ...... _____ .. ____ .. ______ ................ __ ... . 
Miscellaneous, Personal ...... ____ ..... ___ ....... __ . ___ . __ ... . 

343.55 
142.65 
505.52 
355.49 
11.3.00 

TOTAL8. ................................... $7,554.22 
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132.15 
122.18 

99.37 
319.02 
000.00 

$4,611.02 

P. S. La~t year's miscellaneous donations were credited to Classes. 

LOANS STATEMENT 

Amt. Owing N,w Paid in Amt. Owing 
Church at '/' 1"7 Loans 1937 .12/31/37 

Ada, Michigan --"-----------$ 25.00 --------- $ 25.00 $ .00 
Aetna, -Michigan ------------- 575.15 $ 1,200.00 123.29 1,651.86 
Alameda, California ---------- 1,950.00 --------- 150.00 1,800.00 
Alamosa, Colorado ----------- 300.00 --------- 61. 78 238,22 
Arlene, Michigan ------------ 107.00 --------- 10.04 96.96 
.A twood, Michigan ----------- 1,155.00 --------- 75.00 1,08g.00 
Austinville, Iowa ------------ 385.00 --------- 35.00 350.00 
Bauer, Michigan '------------- 475.00 --------- 50.00 425.00 
Bellftower, California --------- 2;2'00.00 --------- 150.00 2,05'0.00 
BemiS, South Dakota --------- .00 200.00 7.67 192.33 
Bigelow, Minnesota ---------- 1,423.60 --------- 118.06 1,305.54 
Bijou, Minnesota -------_ .. _-- 475.00 --------- 29.31 445.69 
Birnamwood, Wisconsin ------- 2,055.42 ---------- .00 2,055.42 
B!'adley, Michigan ----------- 416.33 --------- 416.33 .00 
Brooten, Minnesota ---------- 1,221.02 --------- 8.38 1,212.64 
Burdett€'., Canada ------------ 1,000.00 --------- 1,000.00 .00 
Chandler, ~Winnesota --------- 1,615.42 --------- 177.80 1,437.62 
Chatham, Canada ------------ 2,975.00 --------- .00 2,975.00 
Colton, South Dakota --------- 950.00 --------- .00 950.00 
Columbus, Montana ---------- 488.00 --------- 488.00 .00 
Conrad, Montana ------------ 1,620.00 --------- 50.00 1,570.08 
Coopersville, MicIugan ------- 1,417.93 --------- .00 1,417.93 
Croo\{ston, Minnesota -------- 650.00 500.00 12.10 1,137.90 
Delavan, Wisconsin ---------- 1,000.00 --------- 50.00 950.00 

D" Plaines. Winois --------- 1,885.00 ---.,------ 100.00 1,785.00 
DeMotte, Indiana ------------ 845.00 --------- 50.00 795.00 
Decatur, Michigan ----------- 3,500.00 --------- .00 3,500.00 
Detroit, Michigan ------------ 325.00 --------- 325.00 .00 
Doon, Iowa ----------------- .00 1,500.00 .00 1,500.00 
Dntton, Michigan ------------ 300.00 --------- 50.00 250.00 
Duval, Washington ---------- .00 1,000.00 .00 1.000.00 
F,Rst Martin, Michigan ------- 1,110.00 --------- 75.00 1,035.00 
East Muskegon, Michigan ----- 3.735.54 --------- 50.00 3,685.54 
Estelline, South Dakota ------ 2,347.64 --------- 55.50 2,292.14 
EVerette, Washington --------- 1,000.00 --------- 50.00 950.00 
Goshen, Indiana -----_._------ 450.00 --------- 100.00 350.00 
G. R. East Leonard ---------- 5,.960.00 --------- 72.32 5,887.68 
G. R. Godwin Heights ------- 2.775.00 -----"---- 150.00 2,625.00 
G. R Lee Street ------------ 1,650.00 --------- 150.00 1,500 .. 00 
Grangeville, Idaho ---------- 450.00 1,500.00 25.00 1.925.00 
Hamilton, Ontario ----------- 3,000.00 --------- 60.00 2,940.00 
Hamshire, Texas ------------- 2,000.00 --------- 125.00 1,875.00 
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Church at 
Hancock, Minnesota ________ _ 
Hanford, California _________ _ 
Hawarden, Iowa ___________ _ 
Hills, Minnesota ____________ _ 
Holland, Iowa __________ • ___ _ 
Holla.nd, Mi~nesota _________ _ 
Hollandale, Minnesota _______ _ 
Holland Center, South Dakota __ 
Ireton, Iowa _______________ _ 
Lansing, Illinois ___________ _ 
Lark, North Dakota _________ _ 
Los Angeles, California ______ _ 
Lynden, Washington, II _____ _ 
Martin, South Dakota ________ _ 
McBain, Michigan __________ _ 
Millwood, Michigan _________ _ 
Momence, Illinois __ . _________ _ 
Morrison, Illinois ___________ _ 

Mountain Lake, Minnesota ___ _ 
Muskegon Heights, Michigan __ 
Neerlandia, Canada _________ _ 
Noordeloos, Michigan" ________ _ 
North BIendon, Michigan ____ _ 
Ocheyedan, Iowa ____________ _ 
Ogilvie, Minnesota __________ _ 
Ontario, California __________ _ 
Orange City, Iowa, II _______ _ 
Oskaloosa, Iowa ____________ _ 
Parchment, Mi('higan ________ _ 
Pella, Iowa, II _____________ _ 
Portland, 'Michigan __________ _ 
Preakness, N. Y. ___________ _ 
Purewater, South Dakota, ____ _ 
Riverbend, Michigan ________ _ 
Rock Rapids, Towa __________ _ 
Roseland, Illinois, IV ________ _ 
Rudyard, Michigan _________ _ 
Sanborn, Iowa ______________ _ 
Shepard, Montana __________ _ 
Sibley, Iowa _______________ _ 
Sioux Center, Towa, I _______ _ 
Sioux City, Iowa ___________ _ 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota ____ _ 
Sullivan, Michigan __________ _ 
Sully, Iowa ________________ _ 

Sultan, ¥lashington ____ , _____ _ 
Sumas, Washington _________ _ 
Tracy, Iowa ________________ _ 

Vancouver, Canada __________ _ 
Volga, South Daktlta ________ _ 
Vou_a, Colorado _____________ _ 
Wellsburg, Iowa, II _________ _ 

West Bra-nch, Michigan _____ _ 

Amt. Owing 
ljlj37 

1,026.20 
40.49 

800.00 
950.00 

1,050.00 
1,425.00 
1,140.00 
1,030.00 

450.00 
675.00 
500.00 

1,584.90 
1,750.00 

225.00 
1,035.44 
2,375.00 

900.00 
1,000.00 

355.00 
250.00 

5,000.00 
48.62 

110.00 
958.35 
500,00 

1,992.31 
1,200.00 

112.46 
.00 

466.00 
705.00 

1,000.00 
645.00 

1,175.00 
2,619.94 
2,850.00 

253.46 
140.57 

3,056.80 
1,425.50 
1,337'.20 

680.00 
1,585.20 

110.00 
2,850.00 
1,005.00 

.00 
996.60 

1,509.00 
450.00 
432.25 
900.00 
823.20 

Now 
Loans 

2,000.00 

25.00* 

2,000.00 
,500.00 

2,000.00 

300.00 

1,000.00 

Paid in 
1937 

13.12 
40.49 
25,00 
50.00 

106.50 
51.43 
90.00 
70.00 
25.00 

150.00 
.00 

140.00 
-200.00 

13.86 
70.49 

200.00 
50.00 

175.00 
30.00 
35.00 

500.00 
7.50 

35.32 
75.00 
25.00 

.00 
75.00 
33.56 

.00 
50.00 
65.00 
50.00 
20.00 

.00 
50.00 

200.00 
50.00 

.00 
290.00 

40.00 
.00 

80.00 
27.69 

110.00 
50.00 
25.00 
50.00 
67.50 

100.00 
35.00 

.00 
50.00 
92.00 

Amt. Owing 
12/S1jS7 

1,013:08 
.00 

'1'16.00 
900.00 
943.50 

3,373.57 
1,050.00 

960.00 
425.00 
525.00 
500.00 

1,444.90 
1,550.00 

211.14 
964.95 

2,175.00 
850.00 
825.00 
350.00 
215.00 

4,500.00 
41.12 
74,68 

883.35 
475.00 

1,992.31 
1,125.00 

78.90 
2,000.00 

916.00 
640.00 
950.00 
625.00 

1,175.00 
4,569.94 
2,650.00 

203.46 
14(1.57 

2,766.80 
1,386.50 
1,337.20 

900.00 
1,557.51 

.00 
2,800.00 

980.00 
950.00 
929.10 

1,409.00 
415.00 
432.25 
850.00 
731.20 
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Amt, Owing New Paid in Amt. Owing 
Church at '/' /87 Loa-ns 1987 12j31/37 

'Vfinnipeg, Canada ----------- 349.50 --------- a.54 345.96 
'Worthington, Minnesota ------ 1,459.75 --------- 73.00 1,386.75 
Wyoming Park, Michigan ----- 904.51 -.-------- 50.00 854.51 

(98) CHURCHES. TOTALS __ $l14,026.30 $13,700.00 $8,212.85 $119,359.72 
25.00* 178.73* 

* Special Adjustments. 

SUMMARY 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

Balance on hand January 1. 1937.: ........... : .................................. $ 2.225.05 

RECE'IPTS 

Classical, Collections and Personal Donations ................... __ ..... $ 7.529.22 
25.00 

8.212.85 
Adjustment Lincoln Center Donations 1936 ............. ______ ......... __ 
Re-payments by Churches ... __ ...... ____ ........ _ .... ___ ................... ____ ., ..... . 

TOTAL RECEIPTS AND ADJUSTMENT .......... $15.767.07 

TOTAL BALANCE AND RECEIPTS ...................................... $17.992.12 

LESS: New Loans Granted .................................. $13.700.00 
Amount charged back to Mountain Lake Lincoln 

Cehter, donations 1936. ___ .. __ ...... __ . ____ ... _______ ..... 25.00 13,72'5.09 

$ 4.267.12 
LESS; Administrative Expenses paid during 1937________________ 109.33 

Balance on hand Deceml)er 31, 1937 _____ ......... ______ ... $ 4,157.79 

(Cf. Overture No. 20.-H. B.) 



224 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

SUPPLEMENT V 

ANNUAL REPORT of CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
BOARD OF MISSIONS 

To the Synod of 1938 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN OF SYNOD: 

A s WE ~u~mit this report to you, your Chr. Ref. Boa. rd 
of MIssIOns, fonUl:rly known as. Board of· Heatl1en 

Missions, on June 15th reaches the age of 50 years; a 
period of continuous existence. Within that semi-cen­
tury a great deal of work was done by that body, and 
through the goodness of God, and the liberality of our 
people, considerable progress marked the years as they 
advanced. 

Financially, this was in evidence very plainly. From 
the Synod of 1886 to that of 1888 there had been received 
for Heathen Missions, the total of $1,263.58. Ten years 
later, from 18.96 to 1898, $9,561.73 were reported. And as 
a rule, from year to year, the giving of our people in­
creased. In 1888 there was no mission field which we 
could call our own, and the first attempt to obtain one, 
as you know, ended in failure. But to the Synod of 1898 
could be reported, p. 105 of its Acts: "Our Mission Field 
is, the Navajo tribe, with about 26,000, and the Zuni tribe 
with 1,600 souls." 

In 1920, as you kuow, there was added another Mission 
Field, viz., the one in China. And in this report, the 26th 
one submitted to synodical gatherings, we shall first tell 
about the work on the Indian field,1hen of that in China; 
in the third place we report on the work of the Board and 
the Secretary of Missions; then follow by the Financial 
Reports of the Treasurer, and the proposals to be laid 
before you, and finally tbe Report Oil the Sudan United 
Mission matter. " 

I. INDIAN FIELD 
As to the Indian Field, let us this time also, begin with 

its geographical center, Rehoboth, about which Manager 
'Bosscher writes: "The School work and the work about 
the place went on as usual. A new laundry building was 
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started during 1937, The building itself has now beeu 
completed, at a total cost of $2,529,07. For this building 
the necessary machinery has been purchased-it is re­
ported to be of the latest type, so-called fool-proof in all 
of its safety equipment; machinery consisting of two 
washing machines, one extractor, one drying tumbler, one 
return speed, single roll ironer, and one press and one 
starch cooker. We have made arrangements to gradually 
payoff this equipment, costing about $6,000. 

About the Rehoboth Mission School. Miss Stob reported 
an enrollment of 107 most of the year. Of the ten gradu­
ates we have this year, seven have received all their train­
ing at the Rehoboth school from the beginners' class np. 
Seven of them are covenant children and seven have re­
cently expressed their desire to make public confession 
of their faith in Jesus as their Savior. Plans are in the 
making to have the ninth grade added. 

TIle ,Mission Board has also expressed a strong desire 
for a Christian School for the white children at Reho­
hath. The teaching staff at our Mission School continues 
to he the same, except that Miss Helen M. Vanden Hoek 
of Peoria, Iowa, has been appointed for a year, to take 
Miss Maring's place in teaching grades 2, 3, and 4. 

Dr. Pousma has continned his work as head of our Hos­
pital. During 1937, 438 Indians ,received treatment; 169 
white pay patients and 18 missionaries. The number of 
major operations during that year were 58, minor opera­
tions, 55; births, 77; deaths, 29. Gospel services, averaging 
at least one per day, were carried on in connection, with 
the hospital work, and personal work was done on numer­
ous occasious by different individuals. The Doctor re­
ports: "I cannot point to any definite conversions among 
hospital patients, but certainly many bave receiverl in­
creased knowledge of the Word of God and others have 
had their interest in the Gospel message rekindled." 

The pastor at Rehoboth, as you know, is the Rev. J. R. 
Kamps, who reports his program of work for the past 
year to have been much like last year. "Work was car­
ried on regularly at Rehoboth, Bethlehem Chapel, and the 
day-schools at Pinedale and Marano Lake, where we had 
enrollments of 20 and 25, respectively. Recently our peo­
ple at Bethlehem Chapel decided to discontinue meeting 
there as long as Mr. Morgan was out of the work. They 
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intimated they might meet by themselves .... The seven 
girls who in December expressed a desire to confess 
Christ. have done so before consistory on April 5, 1938,· 
and all were accepted, four of them being covenant chil­
dren. They have shown very good interest, and we. hope 
they may develop into strong Christian women." 

Near Rehoboth is the Two Wells post. Missionary 
Bouma reports that during the year he spent.132 days in 
camp work; visited 588 homes, and addressed 2,188 In­
dians, not counting small children, while instruction was 
given in schools 77 times,and Sunday services of the 
same number were held, Sunday morning at Two Wells,. 
and at Ramah and Skeet's Camp in the afternoon, alter­
nately. At Chapter meetings opportunities are given to 
'address the people, while the confession of faith of Mr_ 
and Mrs. James Cohoe, and the baptism of their two chil­
dren, caused great joy to the missionary and his wife. 

Nearer to Rehoboth than the field of Brother Bouma, is 
that of the Rev. C. Hayenga, who works to the west of 
Rehoboth, at Gallup, as well as to the east, in the well­
known Ft. Wingate school. He reports that in Gallup the 
work was continued as usnal and the meetings well-at­
tended, when one takes into consideration that Gallup 
has so many worldly attractions. "At present we have 
five Indian families who. are interested in the Gospel and. 
attend church regularly; quite a few Indian girls and 
boys; two families living in Arizona come as often as 
possible." The Gallup Indians are visited in their homes 
as often as possible, and the missionary is welcomed. At 
Ft. Wingate Br. Hayenga enjoyed full co-operation from 
all government employees. One 'Of the teachers plays the 
piano for him at both Bible classes every Wednesday .. 
Supt. Bogard has this year again granted that he can have 
his Bible classes during the school period hours. 268 
pupils are enrolled in these two Bible classes and the 
attendance is perfect., Sunday mornings a. short message 
is given, .after which they go to vari'Ous class rooms for 
Sunday School, taught by Mr. Timmer, Miss Stpb, Miss 
Maring, as well as Rev. Hayenga. At one other place a 
Bible class is conducted once a week for the Indian chil­
dren attending the government school, viz: Iyanbito. 
There also, on Sundays, services are conducted and the 
attendance, which was not very good during the fall 
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months, improved greatly later, and often thegovetlimehf 
Chapter'Honse was crowded. .' < 

From Crown Point comes the news that the school term 
during the past year has been a very busy one, but that 
the missionaries are thankful that health and strength 
was given so that the program could be carried out une 

hindered, and splendid co-operation on the part of Gov­
ernment employees was enjoyed. Rev. J. Bolt reports 
that he and his helpmeet were always more than welcome 
in the Day Schools. Until the middle of February they 
taught in five of these, giving Bible instruction. Later 
three of them were turned over to the care of Mr. Bert 
Pousma. During this term 57 regular classes and meet­
ings were averaged per month. Sick were visited in the 
hospitals and Indian families visited in their homes. Many 
visitors were entertained. We shonld record here that 
Mrs. Bolt, last fall, rendered valuable service as one of 
the speakers on the team of the Women's Missionary 
Union meetings. She was accompanied on the occasion, 
by Mrs. Begay and her baby, who, both of them, proved 
to be a great attraction. 

Close to Crown Point is the San Anlone district, in 
which, as Mr. Bolt reports, Mr. Geo. Oppenhnizen labors 
very acceptably and conscientiously, doing camp work in 
the entire Crown Point field, (outs;ide of the Star Lake 
district), an immense territory to cover for one man. Rev. 
Bolt says: "I have only the highest praise for the way in 
which Brother Oppenhuizen carries on his work." 

Missionary Oppenhuize'n himself reports that, during 
the past year, i.e., from April 1, 1937 to March 31, 1938, 
he held not less than 194 meetings. On the whole Sunday 
School sessions were held regularly at .San Antone ever 
since his arrival there. At the Thoreau Community 

. Church he is holding Sunday School sessions regularly 
since the middle of December. "The Baca Dav School 
Bible Class has been a real delight. Entrance has been 
gained at the Thoreau Public School to instruct Navajo 
youth in the Bible." Some time ago he started meetings 
at Smith's Lake. "Days spent in camp work, 107; Indian 
homes visited, 659; number of Indians to whom the 
Gospel was brought in these homes, 2903." During the 
period Bro. Oppenhuizen and ,vife were, of course, severe­
ly tried by the afllliction which came to their eldest daugh-
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ter, who was in a very serious auto accident. Glad to say 
she is, reported to he doing as weI! as can be expected, 
and ahle to leave the hospital. 

The Board inaugurated a new policy in employing the 
eldest son of Bro, Oppenhuizen, Hessel, a pre-seminary 
student at Calvin, to do camp work during the summer, 
spending two months in the territory of Missionary Kobes 
while he is on his vacation, and one month in that of his 
father, We agreed to pay him at the rate of $60 per 
month, besides auto expenses. 

For the time being the Star Lake district was \Inder the 
supervision of Missionary Bolt, but glad to say a new 
worker was obtained for it in the person of Mr. Bert 
Pousma, formerly connected with the Second Church of 
Denver, and a brother to our medical missionary, Self­
denyingly, he offered himself for the work and it was a 
delight to have him tell about it, in as far as his initial 
experiences were concerned, at the spring meetings of 
the 'V omen's Missionary Unions, in Wisconsin, Illinois 
and Michigan. He arrived on the field February 7 and 
started soon to take over some of the work of Bro. Bolt, 
attending day schools at White Horse, Pueblo Pintado and 
Torreon. The month of March was spent very much 
alike, except that he held 15 hogan meetings, conducted 
three funerals and took two patients to Crown Point hos­
pital. What is needed very urgently for Bro. Pausma and 
family is a suitable home at Starr Lake, about which we 
shall present a proposal. 

Next we come in our report to Farmington, which, dur­
ing the period, has given us a great deal of worry, Some 
statements have been placed about it in our papers so 
that we need only rehearse here that Bro. J. C. Morgan 
resigned from our service and is carrying on work inde­
pendently. Repercussions of this were already named in 
the report about Bethlehem Chapel. We regret that much 
that was unpleasant occurred in connection with this 
matter, but we hope that in this regard too, the Lord will 
fulfill His promise that all things shall work together for 
the good of those who love Him. Your representatives 
have certainly tried to do the best they could, as they 
sought a solution of the problem presented, 

The Rev. Rikkers, as you know, is our, representative 
at Shiprock, one of the newly acquired fields of the Pres-
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byterian Board of. National Missions. Rev. Rikkers re­
ported that he is "still at it." He writes: "I would say 
we've had a year filled with blessings. Catholicism has 
made no inroads npon onr field beyond that which was. 
The greater portion of onr field is still untouched by this 
force, It is but natnral that the present Chr. Ref.-Morgan 
situation may cause Catholicism efforts to prove ever 
more potent. May the Lord, however, forbid." Brother 
Rikkers states that because of physical reasons he is com" 
pelled to take an extended vacation this year. Recently, 
at Shiprock, an aged father, 70, was baptized, while 20 
young folks expressed desire to confess Christ. 

Toad/ena is the next field of labor about which we shall 
. report. There Missionary Kobes, (a member. of the 1938 
Synod), has been stationed since a number of years. Dur­
ing the last calendar year he held nearly 500 meetings of 
various kinds, such as Sunday gospel services; Sunday 
School sessions; Gospel services on week days,; Bible 
classes for Indiau children; ditto for white children, etc. 
75 camps visited; 45 visits to hospitals; 14 buriah. He 
also served as acting editor of the Christian Indian. The 
work was continued at three centers: Toadlena, Nava and 
Beautiful Mt. with some meetings at Walker's Trading 
Store. There were no baptisms during the year, though 
Bro. Kobes reports some adults and girls showing special 
interest. 

Some distance away from Albuquerque is a place 
called Canyoncito and there Missionary C. Kuipers has 
been rendering part time service. He reports that "there 
is a growing response to the gospel appeals made to the 
Indians of the district. Alas, not all show yearning for 
the peace which is in Christ Jesus. There are stilI those 
who stnbbornly hang on to their old ways," though the 
missionary rej oices to see that there is an increasing 
cleavage between those who are for Christ and those 
against. It is planned to have the Rev. J. W. Brink, after 
he retires from Zuni, become a part-time worker in this 
fiel.9, something consented to by Bro. Kuipers. 

Our oldest station among the N avaj!? Indians is, as you 
know, Tohatchi. There the Rev. W. Goudberg is stationed, 
and in his annual report he informs ns that the Lord again 
blessed him and his wife with health dnring the past 
year, so that 333 meetings could be held, 51 hospital calls, 
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and Gospel work done with 115 visitors. He sees a chance 
to master the N avaj 0 language if sufficient time . were 
given him, but with his other duties this will remain im­
possible. During 1936 Br. Goudberg had the honor of 
teaching the Navajo Bible Class at the Flagstaff Confer­
ence, and his wife and he addressed Missionary Union 
meetings. He writes: "Work with Indian children in gov­
ernment schools twkes most of our time. We are person­
ally responsible for religious instruction in four of these 
schools, viz: Tohatchi, Coyote Canyon, Mexican Springs, 
and TWin Lakes .... Our Tohatchi congregation has 54 
families, but our members are scattered over an area of 
2500 square iniles.We could u.ever do justice to this 
work without the Campworker." 

The brother just referred to is Mr. B.DeBoer, who is in 
charge of the Nazchitty Missioll. 

Brother DeBoer arrived on the field April, 1937, and 
moved to Nazchitty May 27 of that year. During the 
period, up to the end of the Calendar Year, he reports 65 
Sunday meetings; 71 week-day meetings; 319 camps 
visited, etc., and traveled over 11,000 miles in mission 
activity. He reports that the period oovered by him was 
an interesting as well as a difficult one. He had to learn 
many things and unlearn others. Occasions of special 
interest to him were the camp meetings at Cottonwood 
Pass, and the meetings held Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
He writes in his annual report: "As regularly as possible 
we tried to visit camps, as this is really our main work. 
During the summer we were in the mountains a. great 
deal, until cold weather drove the people to their places 

. on the flats or in the foothills. Some live in very in­
accessible places." 

We have so far covered our Navajo field. Part of it 
however is still without a worker, viz: the places, also 
purchased from the Presbyterians, called Red Rock and 
Carissa. But we hope that we shall obtain' a laborer for 
these places before long, and are thinking just now, par­
ticularly of the possibility of enlisting Cando T. C. Van 

, Kooten for this work. The churches of Pella, I and II and 
Peoria, expressed ,a desire to become responsible for a 
.worker on the Indian field. We had suggested Zuni, hut 
preference was giveu to the Navajo field, while it was 
decided that the consistory of Pella I be advised to ap-
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point Cando T. C. Van Kooten to labor on behalf of the 
chnrchesnamed, at the salary of $1000 per year. It was 
decided by Pella I to give Mr. Van Kooten a new auto, 
equipped with a radio for use in his work on the field. 

It was decided by our Executive Committee to accept 
the offer of the churches named and have Bro. Van Kooten 
take Rev. Rikkers' place while this brother is on his vaca­
tion, June, .Jnly and August. But as to extending a call 
to the brother, as contemplated, after the end of these 
three mon ths, the urgent advice was given to the calling 

. churches to delay this until after the usual trial year. 'Ve 
presume this advice will be cheerfully heeded by the 
churches, whose offer is greatly appreciated. 

And now we finally come to the ZUlli work. Zuni is a 
field by itself because it concerns a tribe speaking an en­
tirely different language and leading a different kind of 
life. While the Navajos are nomadic, the Zunies are 
settled in their chief village and adjoining farming places. 

At Zuni we have a Christian school with'three teachers. 
Thre enrollment for the year was 105, of which 62 were 
boys and 43 girls. A desire was expressed to have a fourth 
teacher placed at Zuni. The Rev. J. W. Brink felt led, 
providentially, especially a,l] account of increaJs;ng years 
and decreasing strength, to apply for honorable emerita­
tion, which was cheerfully granted him by his Classis, and 
no doubt will be approved by Synod. Bnt he is still tarry­
ing at Zuni, hoping that he can, before long, introduce a 
successor, sorely needed there. 

Our Executive Committee has been empowered by the 
Board to have some one sent to Zuni with temporary ,ap­
pointment. We have so far been disappointed in not ob­
taining a calling church for this post, the object of so much 
Christian care, in which so many prayersi have been offered 
and in which SIO much work has been done. Ever since our 
first wrorkers were placed there in the year 1897. 

II. CHINA 

, We nlOw come to lOur China field. The past year has 
indeed been a year of great trial and chanrges. During the 
trying days when the undeclared war broke out in China, 
Dr. Huizenga a[}Jd his family remained in Jukao carrying 
on his medical service in person as long as it was at all 
possible, and then having made the nrecessary arrange-
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ments for his Chtinese staff to carry on, he and his family 
moved to Shanghai, whooce he kept in touch with his work 
at Jukao. In Shanghai he aud his wife aud daughter car­
ried ou a work of social and medical relief which received 
the highest commendation from the authorities and bring­
ing credit and honor to the Church and Mission of which 
he is .a representative. Having organized this work so that 
it could be _ continued, he was given the opportunity to 
attend a Conference at Cairo to which he had been invited 
by the Egyptian government to deliver lectures in connec­
tion with his leper work. This was granted by your 
Board as a respite from his strennous work carried on in 
Shanghai. 

The missionaries A. H. Smit and H. A. Dykstra, with 
their families, went as usual to the mountains of Kuling 
for their snmmer varntion. They were accompanied by 
the Misses Kalsbeek and Roets, and Mrs. Pels. The war 
canght them there; they made a conple of trips- to Jukao 
to encourage our workers; finally the Smit and Dykstra 
famil1es, as well as Miss Roets and Mrs. Pels, were brought 
to Hongkong. From there they went back to Shanghai, 
and from it made different trips to Jukao to encourage the 
workers. When this city was taken, March 19, by the 
Japanese, they did very splendid work, taking care of the 
hundreds of refugees who tried to find shelter in our Mis­
sion Compound, outside of the city. The latest news will 
perhaps be given at the time of Synod, verbally, since every 
day brings changes. 

Bnt as to the past year, Synod will no doubt be glad to 
read the following Annual Report: 

WORKERS 
Foreign: Through the goodness of the Lord all our missionaries 

were enabled to carryon their missionary activities. No death or 
serious illlness caused sorrow or anxiety. Since we lived for many 
months in a land where warfare is accompanied by ruthless destruc­
tion of non-combatant property and lives, where we could not avoid 
unusual dangers, and where we 'are now residing in the midst of 
missionary friends who have not merely been forced to evacuate and 
abandon their fields of labor, but many of whom have their homes 
occupied and looted, it is well to pause and consider. 

During 1937 Rev. Selles and family were prevented from returning 
to the field. Meanwhile Rev. Smit continued supervising the work in 
that field. Rev. S. A. Dykstra and family left on furlough during 
the summer of 1987, after a period of almost eight years of con­
tinuous service in China. The work in his field was assigned to Rev. 
H. A. Dykstra. 
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Miss M. Koets continued her work at Nanking and has now fin- . 
ished her first year of work in the Chinese language. Her ardent 
desire to join the workers in the Jukao field after the summer was 
not realized. 

The work in the Mission Hospital was continued under supervision 
of Dr. Huizenga. Revs. H. A. Dykstra and Smit, together with Dr. 
Huizenga and'Miss Kalsbeek, carried on the evangelistic work in 
our field. 

Native. Our missionaries were assisted in their work by a fine 
group of Chinese trained workers. There are 14 men and four Chi­
nese women evangelistic workers allocated to various parts of our 
field in Jukao and Tsingkiang districts. Mr. Ch'en Long San is a 
wan of little training, but he has been with us for the longest un­
broken period of time. He has charge of the evangelistic tent and 
se ... 'ves as corporteur when the tent is not in use. 

PLACES 
During 1937 Jukao and Tsingkiang continued to be our two main 

stations with foreigners in residence. There are Chinese workers in 
residence also at the following towns: Haian, Ting Chia-so, Li-pao,. 

,Tong-chen, Ting-yen, Suan-ten,' Shih-chuan, Ch'a-ho, Pai-p'u, and 
San Shih-Ii. At Tong-chen and Pai-p'u the property occupied be­
longs to the Mission; at the other towns Chinese-owned buildings are 
being utilized. From these stations as well as from the outstations, 
numerous villages and towns are being reached chiefly by bicycles, 
through an organized program. of itineration. 

COST 
For the carrying on of the evangelistic and medical work (exclusive 

of the medical treatment of lepers) of our Mission, a sum of $6,000 
(U. S.) was required, exclusive of the salaries, etc., of foreign mis­
sionaries. We want to express our appreciation for the fact that the 
ChI'. Ref. Church through its Board of Missions, granted every re­
quest for financial appropriation made by the China Mission. 

WORK CARRIED ON 
The outstanding e'vent during 1937 was the organization of a con­

gregation at Li-pao in the field of Rev. S. A. Dykstra. The Committee 
appointed for that purpose by the Mission reported that the congre­
gation was organized with 53 adults, 21 baptized children, two elders 
and two deacons. This is our first congregation established in the 
Jukao field. Last December fifty inquirers in the Li-pao-Kuam-pa 
field by the elders of the new congregation, assisted by Mr. Li, the 
evangelist. 

Rev. Smit reported that in Jukao City and in his outstations he 
baptized a total of 34 adults and seven children. At Pai-p'u, in the 
field of Rev. H. A. Dykstra, three women were received into the 
church through baptism. All of these women had first been con­
tacted by Miss Lillian Bode, who fonnerly had charge of the women's 
\vork at Pai-p'u. 

During the first half of 1937 there were no interruptions in the 
evangelistic or medical programs. Sunday meetings were conducted 
at all outstations and in Jukao City. Sunday Schools flourished and 
the tent evangelistic meetings met with splendid response. The favor­
able attitude on the part of many high government officials did much 
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to disarm active opposition. The only cloud on the, horizon was con­
stituted by the continuing preparations for an eventual struggle with 
the neighbor across the sea. 

EFFECTS OF WAR ON THE WORK 
Hostilities broke out during July. We hoped that they might be 

limited to the northern province of China. The Chinese government, 
after consulting leaders from the entire country, political as well as 
educational, decided to resist further aggression. Active warfare be­
gan at Shanghai during August. While the Huizenga family had 
remained at ,'fukao throughout the summer months, the other mis­
sionaries were aU at Kuling. The American government at that time 
was urgently requesting its citizens to evacuate from China. Our 
Mission decided at Kuling to advise our missionaries to heed consular 
advice in 1'e evacuating Jukao. A few days later Revs. Sruit and 
H. A. Dykstra made the journey to Jukao 'via Shanghai and found 
the Huizenga family also prepared to leave the city. At the end of 
September all our missionaries had left the field. This did not re-' 
strain the missionaries from visiting the field. While Dr. Huizenga 
reached the field from Shanghai, the other missionaries itinerated be­
tween Kuling and Jukao as long as river lines of communication, 
were feasible. At the close of the year the Yangtze River was defi­
nitely blocked and the families of Smit and H. A. Dykstra, together 
with Mrs. _ Pels and Miss Koets, returned to Shanghai via Hankow 
and Hongkong. Since Miss Liu could not accompany Miss Kalsbeek 
on the International Train, which had been arranged through the 
courtesy of the various Consulates, Miss Kalsbeek decided to remain 
with her at Kuling where some 75 foreigners still remain in residence. 

The destruction of the missionary buildings at Nantungchow by 
Japanese aerial bombardment during August caused many casualties 
among the Chinese. The constant uncertainty under which the people 
were living made the normal carrying on of work impossible for a 
time. The family of the evangelist at Pai-p'u was so affected by the 
terrible explosion 25 miles away that it decided to return to the an­
eestral home south of the river. There they walked _ right, into the 
line of Japanese advance, and Mr. Hsa is anxiously waiting for news. 
Miss Chon also fled from Pai-p'u to Nanking where Japanese aerial 
bombardment destroyed her home, and then when she sought safety 
at Yangchow, that city was soon after endangered and she was 
forced to accompany her parents up the Yangtze River to western 
China. That the Japanese ultimately would make a landing on the 
north side of the river was obvious for some time. Everyone won­
dered whether they would land at N antungchow and then move fur­
ther up. The landing finally took place just above our outstation 
Shih-chuang ,and from there the invaders captured Tsingkiang. Ju­
kao has thus far escaped. Just how extensive the destruction at 
Tsingkiang has been we are unable to ascertain. In case the J apa­
nese there follow the general policy of the invading forces, mission­
aries will be excluded for the present. In most occupied cities mis­
sionaries' homes and other mission properties have been quite generally 
given over to looting, and many buildings have been completely ,de­
stroyed. 
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THE SITUATION AT THE CLOSE OF 1937 
At the close of 1937 Rev. S. A~ Dykstra and family were still en­

joying their furlough in the U. S. Rev. A. H.- Selles and family were 
delayed in their contemplated return from America because of the 
-war situation in the Orient. Dr. Huizenga and family were living at 
Shanghai, from where the doctor keeps in contact with his Jukao 
work and devotes most of his time to the refugee work in Shanghai. 
M~ss Kalsbeek was still remaining at Kuling. The Smit and Dyk­
stra families, together with Mrs. Pels and Miss Koets, were then· re­
iurning from Kuling to Shanghai. 

The workers at Tsingkiang had all left their homes and moved to 
Jukao. The city where the Selles family has its home is occupied by 
the Japanese and contact with the work there has been broken. 

The work at Jukao and in the Jukao field did not suffer directly 
from the hostilities and has been carried on without much interrup­
tion. Whether and when the Japanese will continue their advance to 
the north, it is impossible to say., The way to 'Jukao is still left open 
through Nantungchow, and while our families remain in the safer 
environment of Shanghai, the men can carry ,on as long as possible. 

Politically the, situation remains indefinite. Notwithstanding the 
tenific los~es suffered by the Chinese armies, the struggle continues 
with great intensity. Few wars have been so sanguine from the 
standpoint of casualities. Whether China's enormous manpower will 
be able to withstand Japan's determination to crush Chinese resistance 
through the weight of superior equipment, remains to be seen. There 
is an abundance of ovelWhelming evidence that Japan's claims of 
fighting the Chinese government in power, but of having only friendly 
feelings and intentions towards the people as such, are an untruth. 
The conquered country is being stripped of everything worth carry­
ing off. The unresisting non-combatant population in captured cities­
bas been slaughtered without mercy. Now it remains to be seen 
whether the Chinese policy of guerilla warfare in the invaded regions 
will prove successful. Such irregular warfare will serve as an ex­
.cuse for reprisals on the population. It may also hold up the return 
of missionaries to the interior stations indefinitely. Up to the present 
the Japanese refuse to sanction the return- of missionaries to occu­
pied cities. There have been few exceptions to this policy. 

Against this uncertain future your missionaries enter upon the 
work of 1938. During the last hundred years, the missionary activi­
ties in China have passed through many trials. Each period of 
-opposition was but the harbinger of an era of wider opportunities. 
Our hope and prayer for China and for our Chr. Ref. Church Mis­
.sion is that the same may be true in connection with these terrible 
Sino-J apanese hostilities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Church The Christian Reformed 

Mission to China, 
(Signed) H. A. DYKSTiRA. 

A. H. SMIT. 
LEE S. HUIZENGA. 
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To the above named Annual Report we may add here; 
that Mrs. Pels who had been eugaged as teacher for the 
children of our Mission Force in China, has not alone c.on­
tinued her work while a refugee in Kuling, but also since 
her domicile is in Shanghai with the rest of the families 
of Huizenga, Smit and Dykstra. She wrote, April 23: 
"Calvin-in-China is in regular refugee quarters. We ob­
tained a spare room in a home used also for gospel meet­
ings. Our equipment is very limited, although we have 
all the necessary textbooks. Somehow we manage and 
the pupils and I try to get in our year's work. After all 
these experiences, I feel as if I can put up with almost 
any condition in teaching." 

"The children each day, travel about two miles to the 
little school where Mrs. Pels teaches the children of our 
miss,ion." 

"Miss M. Koets is instructed by the Mission to continue 
her second year of language study in the best .way pos­
sible under the present circumstances." 

Miss Kalsbeek and her friend Ruby Lui are still at 
Kuling. Perhaps it would not be safe for Miss Lui at 
Jukao and they may as well wait at Kuling where they 
are making themselves useful in the work of the Lord. 
ins,tead of coming to congested Shanghai. Both carryon 
fine work among ol1phaned refugees. 

The Rev. S. A. Dykstra has been spending a furlough .~ 
largely in doing deputation work. At present he is taking 
some post graduate work at the Ann Arbor University. 

A cablegram from Shanghai informed us, in answer to 
an inquiry on the matter, that we were to delay the sail­
ing of Rev. Selles, who';s very anxious to return to China. 
At present he .is making hjmself useful in the Modesto, 
California, congregation. His supporting consistories 
have kindly continued that support at least to the end of 
the present year. 

From a letter of the Rev. A. H. Smit, in regard to the 
field of Rev. Selles, we learn: "According to reports 
Ts'ingkiang is in pretty bad shape and Rev. Selles' place 

. looted clean. All his people and friends have left there 
so it would be impos;sible for him to go there at this time. 
It is of course a question if the Japanese authorities would 
allow hJm to go there. That would mean for them to 
simply stay in Shanghai to wait, and we feel it would be 
much better for them to wait on the homeside, for rents. 
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and living, etc., are very expensive in Shanghai. \Ye will 
inform the Board as soon as we feel the situation warrants 
their return." 

\Ye decided that this also applies to the S. A. Dykstra's 
return. 

In closing, we quote from a recent leHer of the Rev. 
Dykstra, dated April 19: "Just a line to let you know that 
both Smit and I are fine and well. This date, April 19, 
tells us it is just a month since that memorable day when 
the soldiers of Nippon took our city. I am happy to re­
port that though the entrance was made by means of the 
South and East Gate (near our property) and most of 
the firing was past and over our compouud, the Lord 
graciously protected us. No oue was killed here and no 
one hurt. We had rushed the hospital equipment over 
here on Thursday afternoon and Friday and were pre­
pared to care for the wounded neighbors who were 
brought in OIl Saturday and succeeding days. All the 
employees gratefully took advantage of our offer to stay 
with us. We are still 'here, together with about 800 
refugees, mostly women aud children, who have been en­
joying our hospitality for over a month. The problem 
of feeding, housing and protecting this large number has 
taxed our strength and resourcefulness, but the Lord has 
blessed us in a marvelous way. We are happy that, due 
to our presence here, all the mission property has been 
kept intact. The city properties were entered duriug the 
first days of confusion, but vigorous action on our pal't 
prevented s;erious loss. The unusual opportunity for 
witnessing is used to the full, and the fact that all of Mr. 
Smit's native workers are here, facilitates that greatly. 
The helpers of Br,other Sam and mine are still at their 
posts, although the military have reached those points, 
A certain amount of looting at those places could not be 
prevented but all the families are safe as far as we know. 

, Contact with our families has now been broken for five 
weeks, except for an occasional individual who succeeds 
in getting through the lines." 

His letler closes with the statement: "There will be 
many things to tell about later. This is not the time. 
Thank all our good people for their interces~ion and 
friendly support. There is great need in this country 
now and the future does not hold forth immediate prom-
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ise. But also these days of suffering will establish God's 
purposes." 

We should not fail to gratefully record here that at 
Pai-pu three women were baptized last· Easter, and June 
27, at Jukao, 21 adults aIld three infants. Of these adults 
13 -were WOUl-en. 

III. REPOI).T OF THE BOARD AND THE SECRETARY 
OF MLSSIONS 

Since our last report, namely, to the Synod of 1937, your 
representative, the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, 
and its Execntive Committee, have continued their labors 
regularly. The last named body, meets, as a rule, every 
two months, and sometimes oftener. Usually a whole day 
is spent in discussing the various items placed before it 
by our Mission Force, and sometimes by other bodies. 

If you bear in mind that the matters discussed are 
usually forty, and more, items, you will realize that a 
great deal of labor of love is Pt'rformed by the various 
delegates of the Classes and by the three lay members 
of the Board. Neither are these labors just of an admin­
istrative character, although, as, we reported to the former 
Synod, most of them are of that nature. But it has been 
necessary at times to do work of a different kind, such 
as straightening out difficulties between the workers; 
promoting the right kind of co-operation. And especially 
during the past year, the Farmington situation has caused 
us a great deal. of worry .. That alEo applies, 'of late, to 
China, as already indicated in the report of the work of 
that great country. 

The Director of Missions, as secretary of your Board, 
as well as of its Executive Committee, does not alone 
record the minntes of the various meetings, but prepares 
Agenda before the brethren ass,emble, for an orderly dis­
cussion of the matters to come up. Then he prepares and 
sends out all the minutes, so that our Board members, 
those outside of the Executive Committee, as well as 
those who belong to the last named body, have a complete 
record of all ttansactions. A great deal of correspondence 
with various organizations, for instance the supporting 
churches, is carried on in conjunction with these minutes, 
and sometimes other organizations require pen-work just 
as well. 
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After each meeting, as a rule, a Letter to the Con­
sistories is prepared and sent out, according to ins truc-

_ tions of a former Synod. On account of illness and 
ahsence from his desk, this has not been done as regu­
larly as usual during the .past year. But an attempt is 
made to have our consis,tories informed on the work. 
Much use is made, with this in view, of De Wachter and 
Banner, in which articles appear as often as space is 
found for them, something, by the way, that is not always 
to our heart's content. 

Since his hreakdown, in the late autumn of 1936, the 
secretary has not done much preaching, although oc­
cas,ionally he does so, and has held a limited number of 
meetings with varions organizations. The proceeds of 
his preaching, are, as you know, turned over to the treas­
urer of onr Board. 

His attempts to obtain special gifts from individuals. 
have not been as successful in recent years as his heart 
desired. As to having the cause of missions remembered 
in wills, he sometimes finds occasion to suggeet this, hut 
he, of course, does not know what results have been 
obtained. 

The secretary is very thankful for it that he was used 
to organized Women's Unions in various parts of our 
couutry. That number is now 11, and the women are 
doing fine work as to the obtaining of information and 
inspiration, and undertaking some definite piece of king­
dom work. Last year, when some of our Unions cele­
brated the tenth anniversary of their organization, two 
could report that during that time they had contributed 
some $10,000 or $15,000 for the mission cause, 'something 
to be exceedingly thankful for. Attending all these meet­
ings., and arranging for speakers, is quite a task for the 
secretary, as his years increase. 

He also has made arrangements, these past years, and 
also during 1937, to bave teams of speakers lined up for 
addressing the people at various mission feasts, especially 
in Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, and also, on 
occasion, in Michigau. 

Moreover, the secretary is president of the synodical 
committee on South America, and also acted as a com­
mittee member to enlighten Board and Synod on the S .. 
U. M. cause, on which you will find a proposal. 
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'\Te ought to state that various organizations helonging 
to the Women's Missionary Unions have promised to snp­
port a native Bible woman, even as we related to the last 
Synod, p. 178 of its Acts, that Fremont II had promised 
the salary of an American Bible woman to be placed at 
Tsingkiang. Owing to the upoct caused by the war, we 
have not been able to utilize these kind offcrs. As stated, 
the salary of a uative Bible woman amounts to about $12 
per month. The amouut, however, varies as the monetary 
values in China go up and down. 

The secretary in recent months has been writing the 
first chapters of a book, intending to be a his.tory of the 
labors of your Board and its missionaries, during these 
50 years of its existence. It is planned, with the co­
operation of our workers in the field, to hring the history 
up to .date concerning the work as a whole and of each 
post in particular. The book is to contain many interest­
ing pictures and maps, collected by our secretary during 
many years. A proposal concerning its publication will 
be laid before you. 

Finally, the Board informs you that on Tuesday, June 
7, 1938, it acted favorably on the request of the Director 
of Missions to recommend him to you for houorable 
emeritatiou, taking etfect Jan. 5, 1939, when D. V. he 
attains the age of seventy. He stated that in the face of 
decreasing strength and increasing responsihility he felt 
that a younger and stronger man could be of better service 
to the blessed cause of missions. We acceded to Dr. 
Beets' request with hearty thanks for the manifold ser­
vices which, duriug so many years, our Lord enabled him 
to render.' We trust that you also will grant the request 
as we place it before you in our proposals. 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF 
THE CHR. REF. BOARD OF MISSIONS 

Annual Report for the Year 1937 

Receipts 

Rehoboth Mission .. ____ ..... _________ $4,G51.38 
Rehciboth Hospital "_" __________________________ ... __________ 50.00 

Zuni Mission ______________ .. _______ "_._. _____________________ ... ________ ... ____ _ 
Other Stations ______________________________________________________ "" __ .. ____ 0_ 

Special Purposes ______ .0. ____________ ••• ____ • ___________ , __________________ _ 

$ 4,701.38 
2,051.97 

133.15 
1,958.88 
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'General Fund, Indian Missions ________________ ._. ___ . ____ ........ __ _ 
Salaries-Indian Field __ .. ____________ .. _______ .... ___ .. 1,866.42 
Salaries-Foreign Field ____ .... ' ..... _. ______ .. ________ 6,621.41 

'General ,Fund Foreign Mi~sions _,_., ___ , ____ ", .. ___ ... ___ .. ____ .. , 

To";,al Receipts for the year 1937 ______ .. __ . _____ ." .. _ .. _ .. _____ _ 
.Balance December 31, 1936 ... _____ .. ____________________ ... _._ ... __ _ 

Disbursements 
Rehoboth Mission and Hospital-

Balance 1936 Budget __ .. ___ ... ___ .. ____________ _ 
Rehoboth Mission and Hospital-

Budget for 1937 __ _. ___________________ .. 

Zuni Mission-
. Appropriatioru; & Budget for 1937 ..... . 
Other Stations-Budgets, etc. __ _ 
Special Purposes __________________ .. _______ .. __ .. ___ .. _ 
General Purposes ____ ._ .. __________ . __ . _____ , _________ _ 

.Salaries-
Workers on Indian Field _____ .$17,030.04 

Salaries-Administration ________ 2,580.00 

:Salaries-
Workers on Foreign Field __ 11,500_00 

Educational Allowances· __________ . 1,500.00 
Auto Allowances ____ . ______ . _____ .. __ 7,565.32 

Foreign Missions Budgets, etc. 

Total Disbursements during the year 1937 

$ 4,000.00 

18,000.00 

3,643.17 
7,055.43 

517.17 
5,171.27 

40,175.36 
21,717.59 

Balance December 31, 1937 ___________________________ .... _________ .. _ 
Trust Funds invested in bonds __ . ________ .... _____________ .. ________ _ 

Outstanding notes to private parties ... ___ $ 5,700.00 
Due to various funds: 

Training School _____ . ___________ . __ $ 436.52 
New Hospital __ .. __ ...... _______ .. ___ 509.56 
Ft. Wingate Chapel __________ .. __ 381.00 
China Hospital ... _______ ._._________ 216.00 
China Hospital Books _____ .. _.___ 100.00 
Shiprock Parsonage ____ ... ______ . 1,137.11 
Interpreter's Home _.__ 53_60 

2,833.79 

lndebtedness 

241 

60,008.42 

8,487.83 
19,619.48 

96,961.11 
18,424.82 

$115,385.93 

100,279.99 

15,105.94 
12,750.00 

2,355.94 

8,533.79 

$ 6,177.85 
JOHN DOLFIN, Treasurer, 

. January 1, 1938. 
1107 Terrace Street, 

Muskegon, Michigan • 
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DETAILED REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

Receipts 

REHOBOTH MISSION 
Classis G. R. East ________________ . __ . ________ .... _____ ~ __ $ 
Classis IG. R. West _____________ .. _________ . ________________ _ 
Classis Hackensack ___________ . __ .. _. _____________________ _ 
Classis Holland ______________________ . _____ .... ____ . ___ .. ___ _ 
Classis Hudson __ . _________________ .... __ . ________ ..... _____ _ 
Classis rUin 0 is _______________________________________________ _ 
Classis Muskegon ______ .. ____________ '. ______ . _____ .... ___ .. __ 
Classis Orange City ____ " ... ____ ' ___________ . _____ ._. _____ _ 
Classis Ostfriesland ________ 0 ___________________________ .". 

Classis Pacific .. _ .. __ . ___ . ____ ...................... _ ........ . 
Classis Pella ........ ___ ........ _ ............ _ .. _ .... ___ ...... . 
Classis Sioux Center .. _ .... _ ...... _ ... __ .. _ ............ . 
Classis Zeeland .. _ ........ ~ ................ _ ... _ ......... . 
Individuals & Societies ..... _ .. _._ ........ _ ............ . 

REHOBO~H HOS~TAL 

ZUNI MISSION 
Classis California .... ___ ................................ . 
Classis G. R. East _ ................................ __ .. _ .. 
Classis G. R. West ...... _ ................. __ ... _ ......... . 
Classis Holland .... ___ ......... ___ ................ _ ...... +. 
Classis Hudson ...... _ ...... ___ ........ _ ....... _ ............ . 
Clas·sis Illinois _ ....... __ ................................. _ ... . 
Classis Muskegon ............. ___ ................ __ ... __ .. . 
Classis Orange City ............ _ ...................... _ .. 
Glassis Pacific ......................... __ ., ......... _ ........ . 
Classis Wisconsin . __ ....... _ .............................. . 
Cla.ssis Zeeland .... _._ .......... _ .. ____ ._ ... _ ... ___ ........ __ 
Individuals & Societies ............. _ ...... _ .......... . 

OTHER STATIONS 
'Shiprock-

Classis G. R. East ... _ .... _._ ...................... . 
Classis G. -R. West ...... ___ ........................ _ 
Classis Holland ................................ _ .. __ _ 
Classis Pacific ............ _ ............... __ ......... . 
Classis Sioux Center ._ ........................... . 

'l'ohatchi-
Classis Muskegon .................. __ .. ___ .......... . 
Societies ............ _ ... _._ ...... __ ................. _ ...... . 

Farmington ----: 
Classis G. R. West ..... _ ................. _ ... ___ .. .. 

SPECIAL PURPOSES - for 
Shiprock Parsonage fund ......... _ ..... . 
Interpreter's Home, Rehoboth .... _ ... 
Star Lake Mission .......... _ ............... . 
Bible Woman ................... _ .. __ ....................... . 

323.66 
644.87 

10.00 
796.13 

70.00 
135.00 

1,040.00 
50.00 
12.89 

200.00 
5.00 
5.52 

334.00 
1,024.31 

50.00 

75.00 
250.00 
413.77 
130.00 

37.50 
135.00 
520.75 

86.79 
75.00 

8.75 
25.00 

294.41 

5.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
25.00 

12.85 
25.30 

35.00 

842.11 
53.60 
90.85 
68.46 

$ 4,701.38 

2,051.97 

133.1& 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938 

-Personal gifts to missionaries' _. _________________ _ 
Hymnals ________ .... __ .. ____ .. _______ . __ ..... _,_. _____________ . __ .. 
Medical Chest - Gampworker .... ______ ... _ ... __ _ 
DeVries Moving Expenses ______ .. _________________ _ 
South America __________ .. ______________ ..... ______________ _ 
Jewish Missions __________________ . _________________ . __ . ___ . 
Lepers ____ . _____________ ...... __ . ________________________________ _ 
Indian Cousins ____ . __________________________________ . ____ . __ 
Debt _______________________________________________________________ _ 
Maps ___ . _____ ... _____________ .... ________ ,, ___ . __ ........ __ ..... __ _ 
Veenstra Memorial _________ . ___ ... ______ ~ .. _. ___________ _ 
Indian Bible Class _ .. _______ .~ _________________ ... ______ ._ 
Sudan United Mission ______ ... _ ....... _. ____ .. ________ . 
Star Lake Well ___________________________________________ _ 
'Christmas at various stations ... _ ... _ .... _ .. _' ____ .. 

190.85 
1.95 

32.50 
100.00 

5.00 
5_00 

52.00 
6_87 

100.00 
225.32 

17.61 
10.00 
10.76 
25.00 

121.00 

GENERAL FUND FOR INDIAN MISSIONS 
Classis 'Oalif-ornia _____ . ____ ~_,. _______ ._ .. _____ .~. __ ..... __ . 
Classis 'G. R. E'ast __ .~ ________ . ___ . ____ .. ___ ... _ .. ______ ._ 
Classis G. R. West . __ . ____ . _____ . ___ . ___ .... ______ .. __ .... 
Classis Hackensack . _______________ . ________ .... __ . ____ ._._ 
Classis Holland ___________ '. ________ . ___ . __ .. __ . ___________ _ 
Classis Hudson .. ___ ... ____________ ._. __ ._. ___ . ____________ ._ 
'Classis Illinois ___________ . ___ ._. _ ... _. _____________________ _ 
Classis Muskegon ____________________ .. _ ..... ' .... _________ _ 
Classis Orange City ____________ ' ___________ .. _ ... ________ _ 
Classis Ostfriesland ___________ .. __ .. ____ .... ___________ . ___ _ 
Classis Pacific ____ ._. ____ W" ______________________ .c._. ______ _ 
Classis -lP~ella ____ " .. ________ . __ . __ : _____ .. _____ . ___ . __ . ______ _ 
Classis Sioux Center _________ .. ____ . _____ . ___ ~ _________ _ 
Classis Wisconsin ________ ....... _____ . __ . ___ . ____ ... ______ _ 
Individuals and Societies .. _ .... ____ . ___ . ___ .. __ . _____ _ 
Van Agthoven Estate ___ . _________ ... _________________ . 
The Vegter Estate _._., .. __ .. _____ .. _._ ... ______ . ____ ... __ 
The ,Winterberg Estate .... __________ .. ____________ . __ _ 
The Weher Estate __________ ~ ________ . ___________ . ___ . __ .. 

SALARIES - INDIAN FIELD 
Kalamazoo Churches (J. C. Morgan) _________ _ 
Bethel--'- PatersQn (Miss. G. Overeem) ____ .. 
Dennis Ave. 8. S. (Miss. J. Malefyt) ________ ._ 
Others ~ Friends of Missions ________ .. _______ .. ___ _ 

SALARIES - FOREIGN FIELD 
Holland Churches (A. H. Selles) _______________ _ 
Coldbrook Church (A. H. Smit) _________________ _ 
First Church G. R. (S. A. Dykstra) _________ _ 
W. S. Churches (Dykstra-Kalsbeek) ___________ _ 
S. S., She:rman St., G. R. (M. Huizenga) ___ . 
Others ____ ... ________________ .. " _' __ . ____________ .. _______________ _ 

1,655_81 
5,896_92 
7,322_88 

315_52 
4,876.84 
3,471. 79 
6,986.91 
5,400.08 
2,490_57 
1,552.45 
2,263_20 
2,775_12 
1,001.88 
3,642_84 
2,679_27 
4,802.37 

604_55 
400_00 
300.00 

1,101.93 
382.50 
140.00 
241.99 

1,516.68 
1,068.59 
1,581.65 
2,081.81 

325.00 
47_68 

FOREIGN MISSIONS GENERAL FUND 
Classis California ___________ . ___ .. _________________________ 675.62 
Olassis G. R. East __________________________________________ 2,281.07 
Classis G. R. West ___ . ________ . __ ..... _____ . __ ' ____ . ______ . 2,058.22 
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1,958.88 

60,008.42 

8,487.83 
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Classis Hackensack . __ ~ _______________ ~ ______________ : ____ . 
Classis Holland ______ .. ___ . __ ...... __________ ...... _________ _ 
Classis Hudson ___ . __ . __ .. ~ _________________________________ _ 
Classi.s Illinois ____ .... __ .. __ ... __ ...... _ .......... ___ .. __ ~ .. 
Classis Muskegon ___ . ______ ._. ___________ .... ___ . ____ . __ . __ 
Classis Orange City ____ ............ ____ ............. ____ . 
Classis Ostfriesland .... __ . ____________ ~ _______ • __ .. __ .M __ 

Classis Pacific _______________ . __ .. __ .......................... . 
Classis Pella ._ .. ______ ... __ .... ___ . ____ .... ____________ . ___ .. 
Classis Sioux Center ___ . _____ ._~ ________ . __ . __ .w •••• ___ _ 

Classis Wisconsin .... ___ . ___ ... __ .. _. ____ ................. . 
Classis Zeeland ... _ ....... _ ....... _ ............... _ ....... _ .. 
Individuals and Societies ............................. . 
Refunds ....... _ ... _ ... __ .......................... _ ....... . 

220.96 
1,219.19 
1,031.45 
1,892.15 
1,780.68 

805.51 
627.45 
654.41 
822.67 
620.75 
427.85 

1,217.88 
1,253.52 
2,030.10 

19,619.48 

Total Receipts for the Year 1937 .... ~ ............. _ ................ _$ 96,961.11 

Disb~rsements 
REHOBOTH MISSION AND HOSPITAL 

Balance on 1936 Budget ... _ ............... _ ........ $ 4,000.00 
1937 Budget in full ...•..................................• 18,000.00 

ZUNI MISSION 
1937 Budget in full- ______________ .. __________ . __ ... ____ __ 

"House Tent for assistant ............................. . 
Sund.ay school supplies ... _ ........................... . 
Balance on Kohler ............................... _ ....... . 

OTHER STATIONS 
Two Wells Mission, 1937 Budget .... 
Gallup-Ft. Wingate, 1937 Budget ______________ __ 
Gallup Chapel repairs ........................... __ ...... . 
Gallup Parsonage repairs ................... _ ....... . 
Tohatchi Mission 1937 Budget ............. _ .. __ .. . 
Naschitty Mission 1937 Budget ... _ ............. . 
Naschitty, Refund to Mr. Oppenhuizen ..... . 
Toadlena Mission 1937 Budget __ ................. . 
Bt. Mountain appropriation ... _ ................... . 
Shiprock (Carisso-Red Rock) Budget' ... _ ... . 
Shiprock repairs ............... _ ........................... . 
Farmington Mission 1937 Budget ............... . 
Farmington repairs ... _ ................................ , .. 
Farmington, Refund to Mr. J., C. Morgan .. 
Star Lake Mission 1937 Budget ................. . 
Star Lake Well & equipment ... _ ........ ' ....... _ .. 
Crown Point Mission 1937 Budget ...... _ ...... . 
San Antone Mission 1937 Budget ............. . 
San Antone Kohler Plant ............. _ ..... _ ....... . 
San Antone Repairs·improvements ........... . 
San Antone Medical supplies ..................... . 
Balance o"n Presbyterian Properties ......... . 

3,250.00 
135.00 

1.76 
256.41 

150.00 
362.00 
139.50 
150.00 
470.00 
275.00 

13.95 
308.75 

50.00 
255,00 
181.96 
250.00 
175.00 

25.00 
45.62 

1,743.68 
111.00 
205.00 
423.97 
550.00 

75.00 
1,095.00 

$ 22,000.00 

3,643.17 

7,055.43 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938 

SPECIAL PURPOSES 
Personal gifts forwarded : .. ~._.: ___________________ _ 
Leper work _____ . __________ ._ ... _ .. _______________ .... _ ....... . 
New Hymnals (J. C. Morgan) """""""",,., 
Hospital expense (Rev. H. Rikkers) ___________ _ 
Miss. Chamberlain appreciation ___ . ____ .... ____ ._ 
South American Missions __ .~. __ . ___ ~ _____ .. __ ":_. __ . 
Jewish Missions __________________________ .. _______________ _ 
Sudan United" Mission _________ ... __ .... ___ -'. _________ __ 
Veenstra Memorial ______________ . _________ . __________ ~ ... _ 
Christmas - various stations ...... __ ........... __ _ 

GENERAL PURPOSES 
Board and Committee meetings .. ______ . ___ .... __ 
Secretary house allowance . ___ ,, __ ~_. __ ..• __ ,- _______ --
Secretary expense account " ___ c ___ '" ___ "_C"" __ " _____ _ 

. Treasurer's expense account ______ . __ " ... __ ... _ .... 
Rev. H. J. Mulder - expenses .... _._. ______ , ____ _ 
Traveling and Moving E'xpenses-

Rev. N. De Vries to Farmington ' ___ . ___ . ___ _ 
MT. George Oppenhuizen to San Antone 
Miss. Mildred Lamber,ts to Rehoboth ... __ _ 
Miss. Martha Vos to Zuni _._,._. ______________ _ 
Miss. Jennie Deckenga to Rehoboth _____ _ 
Miss. J. Malefyt to Shiprock _______________ _ 

Mission Maps account _., __ ' ________ '.' .. ____________ ... __ _ 
Inspection Committees Expenses _______________ _ 

(Refund on this of $253.10) 
Deputation work expenses ______ .. ____ :.::_~_: ____ ._ 
Winterberg Estate expenses ______ .. _ .... __ . _________ , 
Insurance premiums _. __ .. _________ ,_._ ... _____________ . __ _ 
Navaho type rental __________ ,_. __ . ____________ .... _______ _ 
Reimbursement Rev. H. Rikkers ________ ... ____ . 
Literature . ___ ... _ ......... ___ .. _, __ ._~ ... ___ . ____ .. _ .. _ ... __ . _, __ 
Medical examination (DeBoer family) _ ... __ 
Interest on notes ____ ._._._. _______________ . ___ ... _. ___ ... . 
Consistorial letters _ .. _ .. ______________ .. __ .. ___ . ____ . ___ ._ 
State filing fee ... _. ____________ .. ~ .. ___________ .. __ . ___ ._~ __ 
Pentecostal Envelopes ________________ .. __ , ___ . _________ _ 
Mission Home Acc.ount, G. R. Michigan. ____ _ 
Mr. W. ;P. Dreyer, Auditing ac,count __________ ._ 

SALARIES PAID IN 1937 
Mr. J. H. Bosscher, Rehohoth ... ___ . __ ._. __ . _____ ._ 
Mr. A. H. Timmer, Rehoboth ... _ ... _________ .. ___ _ 
Mr. Jay B-osscher, Rehohoth __ ._ ..... ___ . ________ ... 
Miss. Ida Fennema, Rehoboth _ .... __ . ______ . ______ _ 
Miss. Mildred Lamberts, Reho'both ........ _____ _ 
Miss. Ailene Dobben, Rehoboth ._._ .. _ .. _______ ._ 
Miss. Renzina Stab, Reho~both _____ . ___ . 
Miss. M. Disselkoen, Rehoboth ...... ______ . ___ ._ .. __ 
Miss. J. Deckenga, Rehoboth ... _____ . __ ...... ___ . __ _ 
Miss. J. Maring, Rehoboth ____ . ___ ... _ ... _______ ._. __ _ 
Miss. C. Rosbach, Rehoboth _. ____ . _______ .. _. __ .. ___ _ 

190.85 
52.00 

1.95 
63.00 
50.00 

5.00 
5.00 

10.76 
17.61 

121.00 

494.00 
480.00 
213,87 

31.40 
3.65 

482.64 
60.00 
42.46 
28.85 
26.28 
71.03 

171.57 
680.78 

145.82 
12.55 

1,149.73 
12,50 
33.00 

125.75 
5.00 

292.00 
59.74 

2.00 
74.09 

247.56 
225.00 

1,530.00 
691.66 
150.00 
272.00 
136.00 
531.55 
552.50 
204.00 
133.33 
340.00 
255.00 
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.517.17 

5.,171.27 
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Miss. R. Wilderom, Rehohoth ___ ~ .. ____ .. _ ... ___ ~._ 
Miss. G. Overeem, Rehohoth .......... _. ________ .'._ 
Miss. M. Vander- Weide, Rehoboth __________ .. __ 
Miss. D. Hofstra, Rehoboth ..... __ .... ____________ _ 
Miss. W. Burmania, Rehohoth ____ ..... ___ .. _. ___ _ 
Rehohoth Interpreter, Rehohoth ________ .... ____ .. 

.Rev. J. W. Brink, Zuni ______ . _____ ..... __________ ..... 
Miss. Marie Vos, Zuni ___ . ___ .. ___ . ___ ..... __ . ___ .. _ .. _. 
Miss. Nellie Lam, Zuni ____ .. ___ .. : .. ______ .... _______ _ 
Miss. E. M. Kromminga, Zuni ____ ......... ___ . ___ .. 
Miss. Martha Vos, Zuni . ______________ .:. ___ ... _______ _ 
Miss. T. Rietema, Zuni ______ ._ ....... ____ ...... ______ _ 
Mr. Mark Bouma, Two Wells _____________________ _ 

400.00 
350.00 
408.00 
408.00 
306.00 
625.00 

1,445.00 
576.30 
528.27 
204.00 
133.33 
399.50 

Interpreter, Two Wells ________________________________ -
1,275.00 

600.00 
679.60 
760.00 
105.00 

Toadlena Interpreter, Toadlena _________________ _ 
Shiprock Interpreter, Shiprock ___________________ _ 
Miss. J. Malefyt, Shiprock ___ ..... ____________________ _ 
Mr. J. C. Morgan, Farmington ___________________ _ 
Farmington Interpreter, F~rmington _________ _ 
Mr. G. Oppenhuiz-en, San Antone _______________ _ 
San Antone Interpreter, San Antone ___________ _ 

Dr_ Henry Beets, 8ecretary _____________ ,- ___________ _ 
Stenographer _________ , _______________________________________ _ 
Rev. H. J. Mulder, Honorarium ______________ ~----
Rev. J. Dolfin, Treas., Honorarium ___________ _ 

EDUCATIONAL ALLOWANCES 

1,275.00 
16.00 

1,080.00 
660.00 

--~ 

17,030.04 
1,800.00 

180.00 
100.00 
500.00 

2,580.00 

Mr. J. H. Bosscher, 2 children in H. S.________ 500.00 
Rev. '\fm. IGoudberg, 1 child in H. S.____________ 250.00 
Mr_ J. C. Kobes, -1 child in H. S. _______ . _____ .. __ .. 250.00 
l\jr. G. Oppenhuiz_en, 2 children in H. S., 6M. 300.00 
Mr. G. Oppenhuizen, 3 ch. in Gram. S., 4M. 150.00 
Mr. Ben rDeBoer, 1 child in Gram. S., 4M. 50.00 

---
AUTO ALLOWANCES 

Rev. J. R. Kamps, Rehoboth __ .: ___________ . _______ _ 
Dr. R. H. Pousma, Rehoboth ____ . ___________ ._ .. ___ _ 
Rev. J. Bolt, Crown Point ___ . ___________ . _________ _ 
Mr. G. Oppenhuizen, San Antone _-_______ . ____ _ 
Rev. C. G. Hayenga, IGallup-Ft. Wingate_._. 
Rev. Wm. Goudberg, T-ohatchi ________________ .... 
Mr. Ben DeBoer, Naschitty ... _. ____________ . _____ _ 
Mr. J. C. Kobes, Toadlena __________________________ __ 
Rev. H. Rikkers, Shiprock ____ .. _. _____________ ... __ .. 
Mr. J, C. Morgan, Farmington ___________________ _ 
Rev. N. De Vries, Farmington _____________________ _ 
Mr. Mark Bouma, Two Wells . ___________ . __ . ____ __ 
Rev. J. W. Brink. Zuni ___________________ • ___________ _ 
Mr. C. Kuip_ers, Canyon Cito _______________________ _ 
Rev. N. De Vries, new car ___________________________ _ 
Mr. Ben De Boe-r, new car _ .. _________________ . _______ _ 

1,500.00 

309.96 
400.00 
620.44 
746.44 
120.00 
304.62 
425.24 
535.80 
635.56 
628.76 
323.84 
555.36 
407.10 
396.00 
575.60 
580.60 

7,565.32 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938 

FOREIGN MISSION SALARIES 
To Rev. A. H. Smit, Mission treasurer. ______ _ 

(This includes 1st Quarter 1938) 
Rev. A. H. Selles _______________ . ________________________ . __ _ 
Rev. S. A. Dykstra . __ . ____ ._ .. ____ . __ . ___ ..... ___________ _ 
Miss. Myrtle Huizenga __ . _________________ ". __ ._ ... __ _ 
Miss. Lilian Bode _______ . _______________________ ~ .. ______ ._ 

FORELGN MLSSWNS 
Rev. A. H. Smit - Budgets 1937 and 1st 

quarter 1938 _______________ . ______________________ .. ___ _ 
Emergiency funds ____ , .. __________ , __ . ________ .~ __ . _______ _ 

($2,030.10 of this refunded) 
House upkeep ___ ._ .. _________ . __ . ____ . __ . ______ . ____________ _ 
Rev. S. A. Dykstra traveling expenses ____ . __ . 
Rev. A. H. Selles traveling expenses- _._. _____ _ 
Miss. Myrtle Huizenga traveling expenses 
Rev. S. A. Dykstra - medical expenses ... . 
Rev. A. H. Selles - expenses act .............. , 
.Rev. A. H. Selles - house rent ................... . 
Nelson Loose Leaf Medical- Dr. H ........ . 

8,800.00 

1,300.00 
975.00 
325.00 
100.00 

11,500.00 

14,100.00 
4,060.30 

600.00 
1,583.92 

695.97 
264.36 
280.83 
87.21 
35.00 
10.00 

247 

40,175.36 

21,717.59 

Total disbursements for the. year 1937 ................... ; ........ $100,279.99 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS 

January lst to 'April lst, 1938 

Receipts 
GENERAL FUND 

Classis California .................................................... $ 
Grand Rapids EasL ................................... . 
Grand Rapids South ................................... . 

11 Grand Rapids West ................................... . 
II Hackensack ................................................. . 

Holland ......................................................... . 
II Hudson ....................................................... . 
H Illinois ......................................................... . 
H Minnesota ..................................... : ............. . 
4' Muskegon ..................................................... . 

Kalamazoo ................................................... . 
Orange City ............................................... . 
Ostfriesland ................................................ . 
Pella ............................................................. . 
Sioux Center ............................................... . 

,I Wisconsin ................................................... . 
41 Zeeland ................................................. __ ...... . 

85.05 
1,252.66 

595.54 
1,056.70 

374.87 
718.92 
725.61. 

1,720.69 
111.48 
599,94 
105.00 
391.07 
155.84 
569.65 
158.40 
486.24 

1,088.39 

10,195.05 
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Women's Mission Unions __ . ____ ,_. __ .. _ .. :'.~ ________ . ____ ....... . 
Van Agthoven Estate ......... _ ....... ______ .......... _______ ..... . 
Legacies __________ .. __ .... __ ............ _____ ...... ____ .. _____ ... _ .... ____ . __ . 
For Indian Workers. ___ . ___ .... ____ ... ____ ....... __ .. _ .... __ ........ . 
Misc. Rece.ipts, Donations, Etc ..... ____ ..... __ .... __ .. : ... . 

80.00 
1,327.38 

100.63 
113.92 
378.28 

---
SPECIAL PURPOSES 

Chinese Relief .. __ " __ ...... __ ... __ .. ____ ............... _ .. __ . ________ .... . 
'Chinese Lepers . ____ .... __ .... __ . ___ .... ___ . __ ......... __ .... ____ , _____ .. . 
Indian Cousins .... __ ... _ ........ _____ .. __ ....... ___ ............. _______ _ 
Misc. Receipts ___ . __ ..... _______ ..... __ . __ . ___ ...... _ .. __ . __ . ____ ........ ' 

FOREIGN MISSIONS 
General Fund, Classical Treas .. _ .... _______ . __ .. __ ......... . 
General Fund, Misc. Receipts ___ ._ ..... _ ..... ____ . ___ ._ ..... . 
Salary Fund, Classical Treas ..... _ .. _________ ........ _. _____ . 

CROWN POINT - Rev. J. Bolt 

252.97 
10.00 
27.99 
6.23 

3,768.99 
311.55 
858.10 

Miscellaneous ................ __ .......................................... 24.98 

REHOBOTH HOSPITAL-Dr. R.H. 
From Classical Treasurers .................................... .. 
Patients' Care ......................................................... . 
Drugs and Supplies Sold ....................................... . 

FARMINGTON - Rev. N. De Vries 
Miscellaneous 

Pousma 
151.04 

1,413.10 
192.18 

10.00 

REHOBOTH MISSION -J. H. Bosscher 
From Classical Treasurers...................................... 957.27 
Accounts Receivable ................................................ 613.37 
Tuition Fees .............................................................. 20.00 
Postmaster Compensation ................................. .-.... 39.70 . 
Miscellaneous Receipts ............................................. 327.08 

SHIPROCK - Rev. H. Rikkers 
For Bible Woman ...................... __ ........................... .. 
For Manse ................. __ ............................................. .. 

TOADLENA-J. C. Kobes 
Miscellaneous ........................................................... . 

ZUNI - Rev. J. R. Brink 
From Classical Treasurers __ .................................. .. 
Miscellaneous ........................................................... . 

STARR LAKE - Bert Pousma 
Miscellaneous .......................................................... .. 

TOTAL RECEIPTS ............................ .. 

$12,195.2& 

297.19' 

4,938.64 

24.98: 

1,756.32' 

1O.0p· 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1938· 

Disbursements 

ADMINISTRATION 
Salaries _____ , ..... ___ .. ___ .... __ .. __ .. __ . _________ ... _________ .... ____________ $ 
House Allowance (Dr. Beets) . ____ ..... , ... ____ . ____ ...... . 
Board and Committee Expense __ .. ________ .... ___ . __ .... ___ _ 
Office Supplies ... ____ ... ___ . ___ ... __ . ___ ~ _____ . __ ... __ ._. __ .. __ . _______ _ 
Traveling Expense ________ . ______ . _______ ...... ___ .. ________ ....... . 
New Bookkeeping System ___ . ___ .. __ .. ____ .. ____ ........... ___ . 

550.00 
120.00 

43.27 
50.89 
45.67 

260.70 
---

CROWN POINT - Rev. J. Bolt 
Auto Mileage Allowance .... __ . ___ . __ .. ___ .... __ . _________ .... ___ _ 
Misc. Expense __ .. __________ .. ______ ._ .... __ .. ___ . ____ . ___ ... ___ . __ . ___ .. _ 
Balance 1937 Expense .. _______ .................................... . 

147.72 
13.00· 

c 71.75. 
---

FARMINGTON - Rev. N. De Vries 
Auto Mileage Allowance ......................................... . 
Misc. Expense ....... , ................. _ .............................. . 

89.36 
31.03 

---
GALLUP - Rev. C. G. Hayenga 

Auto Mileage Allowance ............................ _ ............ . 
Misc. Expense ......................................... _ ............... . 

REHOBOTH HOSPITAL- Dr. R. H. 
Nurses' Salaries ....... . .. _ ........................ __ ....... . 
Housekeeper's- -Salary ............................................. . 
Maids' Salaries ...................................................... . 
Orderly's Salary' ......... , ................ _ ........................... . 
Laundress' Salary ........................................... ' ........ . 
Laboratory Technician's Salary ........................... . 
Repairs to Buildings .............................................. . 
Repairs to Furniture & Fixtures ......................... . 
Cleaning Supplies ........................................... _ ...... . 
Bathroom Supplies ................................................. . 
Food .......................................................................... . 
Gas .. _ ""' ...... "" ............................................... . 
Drugs .... . ....................................................... . 
Surgical Supplies ....................... _ ............................. . 
Optical Supplies ..................................................... . 

Office Supplies ... , .............. _ .............................. . 
Books, Pamphlets, etc ............................................ . 

,Telephone and Telegraph ....................................... . 
Auto Mileage Allowance ... _ ......... _ .. '._ ........ "" ....... . 

'Paid on 1937 Accounts ............. _ ............................. . 

NAHAS CHITTY - Ben De Boer 
Auto Mileage Allowance ......................................... . 
Educational Allowance ........................................... . 
Misc. Expense ........................................................ . 

20.00 
120.31 

Pousma 
825.00 

90.00 
112.50 

40.00 
97.50 
75.00 

3.82 
53.24 

3.45 
10.25 
19.74 
17.30 

654.36 
89.62 

5.85 

43.89 
27.48 

6.96 
80.00 

200.00 

163.08 
37.50 
14.42 

249' 

$ 1,070.53: 

232.4T 

120.39' 

140.31 

2,455.9& 

215.01P 
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REHOBOTH MISSION -J. H. Bosscher 
Manager's Salary __________ . ___ .. ___ .. __ ......... _._ ..... __ .. ____ .... 382.50 
'Educational Allowances to J. H. B ..... ___ ..... __________ 150.00 
Assistants' Salaries ........ ___ ....................................... 490.00 
Teachers' Salaries ...... _______ . ___ ... _______ ... _. __ . __ .. ________ .____ 420.00 
Clerk's Salary ............ _ ................. ___ . ___ ....... __ ......... _._ 120.00 
Matron's Salary (Girls' Donn.) ....... ' ... _ ... _. __ ... __ .... 125.00 
Matron's Salary (Boys' Dorm.) . _____ .... ______ ... ___________ 120.00 
Cooks' Salaries .. __ .... ___ ....... __ ........ ________ .... _____ . _______ .. _ 225.00 
Laundress' Salaries ........... ~ ................................ ,..... 225.00 
Interpreter's Salary (Rev; Kamps) ...................... 150.00 
Pension (Miss C. Rosbach) .................................... 63.75 

Office Supplies .......................................................... 63.50 
Telephone & Telegraph............................................ 29.86 
Traveling .Expense ................................................... 76.80 
Insurance .................................................................. 89.13 
Entertainment ........................................................... 11.68 

General Repair MateriaL ....................................... . 
Repairs to Buildings ............................................... . 
Repairs to Grounds ................................................. . 
Repairs to Furniture & Fixtures ........................ .. 
Repairs to' Heating Plant ......... i .... ~ ...................... . 

Cleaning Supplies (Mission House) .................... .. 

Fann Live Stock Purchases ................................ .. 
Fann Feed, Hay & Grain .................................... .. 
Farm Small Tools ................................................... . 
Farm Repairs to Equipment ........................... : ..... . 

Electric Supplies .................................................... .. 
School Supplies .................... :-................................... .. 
Laundry Supplies .. ~ ............................................... .. 
Laundry Repairs ..................................................... .. 
Electricity ................................................................. . 

Fuel .......................................................................... .. 
Provisions ................................................................ .. 
Crockery and Kitchenware .................... : ............... .. 
Eurial Supplies ... :~ ................................................. .. 
Truck Repairs, Tires, etc ....................................... .. 

New Laundry Building ........................................... . 
New Laundry Machinery ...................................... .. 

Wearing Apparel .......................... (Girls' Donn.} 
Cleaning Supplies.........................." " 
Sewing Room Supplies.................." " 

Wearing Apparel .... · ...................... (Boys' Donn.) 
Cleaning Supplies ........................" " 
Vocational Dep~. ............................" " 

21.18 
78.55 
14.54 

8.98 
30.13 

30.39 

42.50 
38.07 

.82 
1.76 

7.07 
12.21 
55.77 
15.09 

315.38 

169.07 
1,284.43 

10.23 
31.68 

122.36 

230.14 
217.68 

12.47 
21.00 

3.53 

40.01 
22.83 
4.43 

5,584.52 
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SAN ANTONE - George Oppenhuizen 
Salary ________________________________________________________________________ 360.00 
Interpreter __________ .... __ ......... ____________ ........ __ ......... _ .... ___ 180.00 
Auto Mileage Allowance.......................................... 144.64 
Educational Allowance .. ______ ........ __ .......... __ ............ 112.50 

SHIPROCK - Rev. H. Rikkers 
Salary for Bible Woman ....... __ . ___ ....... __ ................... . 
Interpreter ........... ______ .. ____ ........... ___ ... ___ .. ____ ....... _ ...... . 
Auto Mileage Allowance .... __ ............ ____ . ___ .... ___ ........ . 
Misc. Expense .................. _________ ........................ __ . ___ _ 

105.00 
185.00 
129.60 

27.15 
---

STARR LAKE-Bert Pousma 
Interpreter .. ___ ............ ___ . _____ " .............. --.. -................... . 
Auto Mileage Allowance .. __ .... ___ ............... ______ .. ____ ... . 
Misc. "Expense __ . _______________________________________ . ___ . __________ _ 
New Car _____________ ......... ______ .. ______ ~. ________ . _____ ... ___________ .. 

TOADLENA-J. C. Kobes 
Interpreter ____ . __ . __ .. _______ .. _________ .... ________________ .. _ .... _ ....... 
Auto Mileage Allowance _______ .. ___ .. _______________ ._ .... ______ . 
Educational Allowance _ .... _ .. ___ .. __ . __ .. __ .... __ .... ___________ _ 
Misc. Expense .... _______ ... _________ .. ____ . ________ .. _ .. __ ._ .. _ .. __ .... 

TWO WELLS - Mark Bouma 
Salary ______ ... ______________ ....... ___________ ... _ .......... _ .. __________ . ___ .. 
Interpreter ______ . ___ ._. ______ . ____ ........ ____________ .. __ . __ ....... _____ . 
Auto Mileage Allowance ______________ . ___ ..... __ ..... ___ ....... __ 
Misc. Expense _______ . __ ... _._ ... _______ . ____ .. _____ .. _____________ . ___ _ 

ZUNI - Rev. J. W. Brink 
Salary J. W. Brink _____ ... __ . ____________ .. ____ .... _________ ..... _ .. _ 
Matron's Salary ____ : _______ .... ____________ ... _. ___ .. _____________ : ___ _ 
Teacher's Salary ._. _____ . ________ . __ ". _________________ . __ .. _._. __ . __ _ 
·Janitors and Caretakers __ .... _________ .. __ . _________ . ______ ...... 
Office Expense __________________ . _____________ .. _. __ .... ____ ... ______ .. _ 
School Supplies ______ ... ___ . ______ .... ___ .. __ . _____________ ........... . 
Sewing Room Supplies .. _ .. _______ . ________ .. __ ..... __ ..... _____ ._. 

~~~~~~~~s S~:.~~_i_~_~ __ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Cleaning Supplies for Laundry ____ . __ .. _ ..... ___________ ._ .. 
Fuel -- .. --.-----... -.--.----.-- ... -- .. ----------.----------.. ----... -..... ------
-Electricity .-.... ------ .. --.-.--..... ---.--------.-..... -.... -----..... -..... 
Repairs to Buildings __ .. ___ ...... _ ... _. _____ ... _ ..... _ ..... _ .. ____ _ 
Repairs to Furniture & Fixtures. ____ ...... _____ ....... ___ __ 
Auto Mileage Allowance: .... __ . _____ . _____ ...... ________ .... ____ . 
Clothing for Natives ____ . _______ ........ _ ..... ___ .. _ ... _ ......... ____ _ 
Balance 1937 Expense_. __ .... ___ . __ ._ .. _. ______ . ________ ... _ .... ___ 

TOHATCHI-Rev. Wm. Goudberg 
Auto Mileage Allowance __ .. __ ...... _______________ ... _ ..... ____ .. 
Educational Allowance ___________________ .. __ . ______ .......... _ .. _ 
Misc. Expense ._._._. _________ .. _ ... _ .. ____ . ___ ........... __ .. __ .. __ :. __ 

20.00 
76.40 
49.01 

600.00 

165.00 
70.96 
75.00 
8.14 

360.00 
150.00 
102.56 
19.04 

375.00 
120.00 
457.49 
163.50 

1.30 
5.60 
7.04 

15.31 
33.93 
12.39 
71.67 

9.08 
6.85 
6.51 

77.61 
1.10 

66.41 

74.04 
25.00 
97.04 

251 

797.14 

446.75 

745.41 

319.10 

631.60 

1,430.88 

196.08 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS 
Salaries .. ___ .... ___ .... __ .. ____ ... _____ ......... ___ .......... __ ... ___ _ 
Traveling Expense ________ ..... ____ . ____________________________ .. __ 
Budget ....................................................................... . 
Upkeep Missionary's Homes .................... __ ... ___ .... __ .. 
Misc. Expense .... ______ .. __ .... ______ ....................... ____ ._. ___ . 

2,708.34 
45.70 

1,708.33 
150.00 
43.70 

--
SPECIAL PURPOSES 

H. Denkema - G. R. Mission Home ___ .. ____ . __ ....... . 
Indian Cousins ____ ...... ____ . ______ ., ...... _ ...... ___ .. __ , .......... __ ._ 

250.00 
12.33 

4,656.07 

262.33 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS............ $19,304.54 

SOUMMARY 
Total Receipts ............ " .. ".""""""""" ..... " .. ,,",,...... $22;123.49 
Disbursements __ . ___ .. _________ . ____________________________ ._. _________ $19,304.54 
Petty Cash Funds ................................ """" .. "" ...... ,, 900.00 
1937 Overdraft .: ........................ """ .. ,,.................... 2,094.31 22,298.85 

Overdraft. ___ . __ . ___ . ___ . ____ ........ ____ .... ___ _ $ 175.36 

Complete figures for April and May not yet available due to late 
reports. 

Receipts in ApriL ______________________________________ $ 9,913.82 
Receipts .in May _________ . ________ ._._ .......... ____ .. ____ 2,673.49 

C'necks issued in ApriL ___________ ... ________ ._ ... ,$ 8,456.47 
Checks issued in May_ ... _ ... __ .. _____ . ______ -________ 6,620_18 

Overdraft __________________________ . __________ _ 

ADDITIONS TO 1938 BUDGETS 

$12,587.31 

15,076.65· 

$ 2,489.34 

The following items should, if at all possible, be added to the 1938 
Budgets_ But if either the Synod, should decide against this or if 
the 1938 receipts should- not warrant it, then they by all means should 
be placed on the 1939 Budgets: 

REHOBOTH MISSION 
Oven for bake shop (old on~ ,giVIng out) ______________ $ 350.00 $ 350.00' 

GALLUP M.ISSION 
Sidewalks around our property. __________________________ _ 

This is for material only, since the work is 
donated, being done by the W; -P. A. The steps 
leading to the Chapel must be put in by us. 

TOAD LENA MIS.SION 
Septic Tanks __________________________________________________ . __________ _ 

A serious condition prevails. The sewage of 
manse and interpreter's home runs into an ar­
royo from which, at a lower level, some Navajo 
families obtain their drinking water. The tapks 
will correct _ this condition. 

100.00 100.00· 

200.00 200.00 
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SAN ANTOINE MISSION 
.An additional room 14 x 18 will give the inter­

preter's family a fair-sized living room plus a 
bath-room. The interpreter's home at this 
Missions is a part of the garage and rather 
small, and they have two children. Estimated 
cost _______________________________________________ . _______________ .. _ ... ____ _ 

Additional medicine for Indians_. __ .. __ .. _______ .. ___ ..... . 

There is a greater demand in this field for 
medicines than had been anticipated. 

ZUNI MISSION 
1. A metal fence around the school yard for the 

protection of property. This work to be 
done by the Mission employees (material 
costs) . __ . ____ .... __ . ________ ..... __ . _____ . ___ ... ___ ._ .... ~_._ ........... . 

2. A rebuilt east wall in one of the school 
rooms because of poor light and ventilation 

8. Screens for 14 windows in chapeL ....... , ........ __ 
4. A gate for the southwest porch of chapeL .. 
.5. New double doors for the chapeL ................. . 

415.00 
50,00 

125.00 

250,00 
30,00 
65.00 
32.00 

---

253 

465.00 

$ 502.00 252.00 

$ 1,367.00 

The Board recommends that $252.00 be allowed during 1938, and 
$250.00 be placed on the 1939 Budget, leaving it to the Mission to 
decide which is of the most immediate necessity. 

BUDGETS FOR 1939 
We recommend and request that the follovving Budgets for Indian 

Missions be aHowed during the fiscal year 1939. 

REHOBOTH HOSPITAL- SALARIES 
Nurses-

Miss. Vedders ___ .. ____ ... ___ . ____________ .... _________ ... $ 
Miss. Dobben ... _ ... ___ . ______ ... ______ .. ___ .. __________ _ 
Miss. Rus __________ . __________ ._. _____________ ... ____ . ____ . 
New Nurse _____ .. _________ .... _.*" __________ • __ •• ________ _ 
Miss. Venhuizen _____ ... _________________________ ... _. __ 
Miss. Hood ___ ._: _____________________________________ . ___ _ 

lIousekeeper _ ... _ ... ____ : _______ .. ____ . _______ .. __________ .. ___ _ 
Two Indian Maids ________ .. _. _____________ . _____________ ... __ 
Laundress for uniforms ____________________ .. ___________ _ 
Laboratory technician ____ . __ .. __________ . _________ .. _ .... 

840.00 
720,00 
660.00 
540.00 
480.00 
420.00 
420.00 
480.00 
240.00 
300.00 

---
REHOBOTH HOSPITAL SUPPLIES 

Drugs .................... ........................................... 2,400.00 
Surgical supplies ____ . _____ . ____ .. _ .. __ ._______________________ 1,200.00 
Kitchen supplies and meals .... __________________ .. ____ 1,800.00 
Cleaning materials and bathroom supplies.... 300.00 
Electricity _. _____ ...... ____________ . ________________________ . 480.00 
Co'al and wood ___ .. _________________ . ____________ ..... __ .. ____ 96.00 

$ 5,100.00 
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Furnishings .... ----.... ------+.----.--------- .. -----------.---- .• 
Medical literature ___________________ . ___________ . ____ ..... __ _ 
Gas ____________________________ , __ .. _______ "_ ... _______________________ _ 
Milk .............................................................•.... 
Records, stationery, postage ____ . __ . _________________ _ 
Bedding ... _ ... _ .................................... __ ........... __ _ 

Less estimated receipts .. _____ . __ .......... ____ . ______ _ 

REHOBOTH MISSION 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT 

Boys' Dormitory ____ ... ________ + ____ 0 •• _____ + __ • ___________ _ 

Girls' Dormitory ________ . _______ .... ___________ _ 
Se'wing room ____________ .. __________ .. ______________________ .... 
Commissary ___ .. _________________________ .___ __ .. ___________ _ 
School supplies & equipment _______________________ _ 
Labor during vacation and extra help 

during the year _____________________ . ______ .. __________ _ 
Two girls, Indian, for general assistants _______ _ 
Office expense - regular . ______________________________ _ 
Office expense - speciai, Mimeograph _______ _ 
Telephone and telegraph ______________________________ _ 
Do~ge Car - G.aS, oil, upkeep', 

msurance, lIcense ________________________ _ 
Dodge ,Pickup - Gas, oil and upkeep __ _ 
Truck - Gas, oil, upkeep ____________________________ _ 
Entertainment, socials, baseball and 

basket ... ball equipment _______________________________ _ 
Electricity, supplies and repairs __________ . ________ _ 
Feed for livestock ___________________________________________ _ 
Fuel ____________________________________________________ _ 
Laundry _________________________________________________________ _ 
Cleaning supplies ___________________________________________ _ 
Burial expenses, Indians, $7.50 each ___________ _ 
Miscellaneous . ________________________________________________ _ 
Repairs to heating plants, pipe and plumbing 
Repairs to tool::: . ________________________________________ ._ 

REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS, PAINTING 
VARNISHING, KALSOMINING, ETC_ 

Carpenter shop ________________________ _ 
Bosscher's residence ______________________________ _ 
Boys' Dormitory - outside and inside ___ . ___ _ 
Outside painting of school _________ ~ _________________ _ 
Girls' Dormitory inside ___________ ._. ___________________ _ 
Two circular l,avatories-

one for each Dormitory __________________________ _ 
Cleanin.g and painting - 150 beds _______________ _ 
'Chapel- painting and outside repairs _______ _ 
Painting inside and outside Nurses' home ___ ~ __ 
Painting inside and outside Mission home ___ _ 

120.00 
120.00 
120.00 
144.00 
144.00 
120.00 

7,044.00 
6,000.00 

500.00 
500.00 
100.00 

6,500.00 
279.00 

1,200.00 
480.00 
125.00 
138.00 
100.00· 

275.00 
200.00 
375.00 

100.00 
1,600.00 

175.00 
1,200.00 

350.00 
100.00 
150.00 
150.00 
450.00 
i50.00 

93.00 
55.00 

223.50 
125.00 

80.00 

420.00 
180.00 
150.00 
150.00 
375.00 

1,044.00· 
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HOSPITAL 

Put in new floors and lay linoleum in 
dressing room and employees' bathroom .. 

Finish basement under new addition of 
hO'8pital with -concrete floor ____ , _______ , ___ . ___ _ 

Paint -outside of hospital _______________________________ _ 
Repainting Doctor's house outside ___ . ___________ _ 
Rev. Kamp's residence - painting outside 

and inside ____ . ______________ . ___ . ______ . _____ ._ .. ____ .... __ 
Rev. Kamp's residence-new 'light fixtures 

80.00 

50.00 
275.00 

50.00 

137.00 
28.00 

---
REHOBOTH RELIGIOUS DEPARTMENT 

Sunday school helps ______ . ________________________________ _ 
Bibles, tracts, etc. _____ .. _____ .. ______ " ___________ .... ____ ... 
Stereopticon supplies _____ . ______________________________ _ 
Stationery ______________________________________________________ _ 
Miscellaneous ________________________________________________ _ 

GALLUP MISSION 
Water Charges - 301 E. Aztec 
Water Charges - 310 E. Green _______ _ 
Chapel lights ................................... . 
801 E. Aztec repairs ____ , _________________________________ _ 
Telephone . ___ . _________ . ____________________ . ___________________ _ 
Coal for Chapel ___ . ___________________________________________ _ 
Socials, entertainments _____________________ _ 
Bibles, literature _____________________________________________ _ 
House rent ___ ~ _____________________________ . _________ .. ----------
Miscellaneous __ . ________________________________________ _ 

Less house rent received 

25.00 
25.00 
i5.00 

5.00 
5.00 

66.00 
54.00 
24.00 
18.00 
27.48 
16.00 
40.00 
20.00 

540.00 
14.52 

820.00 
420.00 

FORT WINGATE SCHOOL MISSION 
Sunday school material _______________________ _ 
S_ S. papers __________________ _ ____________________________ _ 
Material for illustrated. sermons . _____________ _ 
Socials _____________________________ .. _. _____ ._ .. _. ____ . _____ _ 
Miscellaneous _____ . ______ ._ .. __ .. _ ... _______ . __ . _____________ _ 

TOHATCHI MISSION 
Light and fuel ____ .... __________________ .. __ ._ ... ____ _ 
Water rental ____ ... ___ ._._._ .... _________________ ._. ___________ _ 
Electric wiring interpreter's home ___________ . __ 
Stationery __________ .. ______ .. _________ .. ____ .... ___ _ 
Road repair ________________________ ._._.___ _ ____________ _ 
Fence repair __ .. ' ________ .. _____ , _______ . ____ . __________ .. __ .. _._ 
Ei.ble study materials . ___ .. _ .. _ ..... ___________________ ._. 
Medicine for poor Indians ._ .. ________ . _____ .. _ 
Mi,scellane.ous . __ " __________ . ___ ........ _ ......... ___________ _ 
Sidewalks __ .. __ .. _ ....... _ .. ________ .' _____ . __ .... _._. __ ._ 
General repairs and upkeep 5 bldgs. 

20.00 
25.00 
10.00 
15.00 

5.00 

60;00 
30.00 
50.00 
25.00 
15.00 
10.00 
30.00 
75.00 
50.00 
30.00 

125.00 

255 

17,468.50 

75.00 

400.00 

75.00 

500.0() 
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NAZCHITTY MISSION 
:Kohler plant __ .. ___ .... ___ . _____________ . ___ .... ____ .... __ ... _ .. 
:Exterior painting .. __ ........ ________ . __ . ___ . ________ .... ___ _ 
Interior decorating __________________ . __ . __ ............ ___ .. . 
'General upkeep bldgs. ___ ~ .... ____ ... _ .. _. ____ .. ______ , __ _ 
.Shingles for sides of bldgs ... __ .................... ___ _ 
.siding and steps for back porch _______________ . ___ _ 
Medicine for Indians .... ___ . ____ ............. __ ..... __ . ____ . 
Song books ._. ___ . _____________ , ____ . __ . ____ .. :. ___ . ___ . ____ ._.~_. 
.Stationery __ ..... _______ .: ____ ......... c __ •• _ ••••• ____ c _______ •••• 

Postage __ .... ___ ... ____ ...... ___________________ .................. . 
'Trees ............ ' ............................... ~ ................... . 
lncidentals ............................. _ ........................ . 

.Recommended by budget committee 

TOADLENA MISSION 
'Water system ............... _ ............................ _ .... . 
Electric line ......................... _ ......................... . 
-S. S. supplies ................................................... . 
Miscellaneous ................................................. . 
Medicine - Indians ....................................... . 
Building repairs and remodeling ................... . 
:Fuel for chapels ........................... _ ................. . 

20.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
30.00 
25.00 
60.00 
10.00 
10.00 

8.00 
20.00 
17.00 

350.00 

60.00 
90.00 
60.00 
90.00 
25.00 
75.00 
25.00 

---
SHIPROCK MISSION 

Ji'uel ........ . ... _ .......................................... . 
Light ...... ........ . ....................................... . 

·Water .................. . .................... . 
Bibles, tracts, etc. . ........................................ . 
.Janitor .......... . ........... _.. . . ............... . 
Socials ................................................. . 

:Repairs ........ _ ...................... _ .......... _._ .............. . 
S. S. supplies ................... _ ........ _ .................. _ ... . 

50.00 
35.00 
30.00 
25.00 
35.00 
25.00 

150.00 
90.00 

---
FARMINGTON MISSION 

Water ...................... _ ...................................... . 
S:' S. supplies __ .. _. __ ............ __ ... __ ............. _ .......... . 
Building repairs ........................... ~ ... _ ......... _._ ... . 
Miscellaneous . __ ............... _ ........... _ .................. . 

STARR LAKE MISSION 

CROWN ,POINT MISSION 
:Repairs and emergencies ..................... . 
Asphalt for -covering roof of manse ___ .'._ ... ___ .. 

SAN ANTONE MISSION 
Septic tank ... _ ........................... _ ... _ ........ . 
Fence repairs ...... _ ........... __ ....... _ ....... _ ... _ ...... _ .. . 
Painting of buildings ... _ ......... _ ...... __ ............... . 
Medicine - Indians .. __ .... _ .. _ ........... _ .... _._ .... , .... _ 

54.00 
42.75 
70.00 
50.00 

100.00 
50.00 

135.00 
50.00 
75.00 

100.00 

300.00 

425.00 

440.00 

216.75 

150.00 
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.8. S., supplie,s ... ________ • __ .. __ ...... _______ ..... ______ . ____ .... . 

.Stationary tubs in ,basement ______ ." _________________ _ 
Incidentals ___ ... ___ . ________ ._ ..... ___________ .... __ ~ __________ .'._ 

.Budget committee recommendation ___________ _ 

TWO WELLS MISSION 
Kohler for pump __ .. _ ... ___________ .' .... ___________________ _ 
Fuel for Hog,an ....... ____ . ___ . __________________________ . __ _ 
Lunches for Indians ... _________ .... ___________ ._ .. ________ _ 
S. S. supplies ..... _______ ..... ___ . _______________ . ___ ._ ....•. __ 
Tiling f,or 'sewer ... ______ .... ___ .... _______ .. __ .... _________ . __ 
Cement for w.alks ___ . ___ . ___________ . ______________ ..... ___ ... 
Miscellaneous ____ ........ ' ... __ .. ________ . ____ .. _________ ...... . 

ZUNI MISSION 
Religious department .. _______________ .. v _______ • ____ •• __ 

Educational department __ ..... ____ v _____ ... _____ • ___ •• _ 

"Domestic Science (Women's and Girls' 
Classes) ____ . __________ . _____________________ ~ ... __ ... __ .. ___ _ 

Mission Home (commissary, household goods) 
Laundry (bathing facilities and labor) _______ ... 
Re,creation (:r;eading, game, room, socia}.s} ___ • __ 
"Truant officer, janitor, etc. __________________ ,_ ... ___ .. 
Kohler plant, Delco pump, upkeep, repairs._ 
-Fuel and ele,ctricity _ .. _ .. __________ ... __ ... ____ , ... _ .. _~ .. __ 
General labor and repairs to bldgs. ____ . ___ .. __ 
Emergencies ._ .. __ ... _._._ ... __ .... _ ......... _._ ..... _._ .. __ ... _ 
Interpreter, mechanic, etc. __ .. , ....... _. __ ......... _ .. . 

50.00 
30.00 
50.00 

490.00 

70.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
35.00 
25.00 
25.00 

65.00 
175.00 

65.00 
550.00 

75.00 
30.00 

610.00 
600.00 
900.00 
500.00 
150.00 
715.00 

---
.see page - additions to 1938 Budgets,_._. __ ._ 

SALARY SCHEDULE FOR 1939 
REHOBOTH MISSION 

:Mr. J. H. Bosscher, Manager (plus home}_ ...... ____ .. _ .... _ .. _ ..... _ .. _$ 
Mr. A. H. Timmer, Asst. (room and board, he and wife) ..... ' 
Miss M. Lamberts, Clerk (room and board) ................ _ .. __ ._ .... _ 
"Miss R. Stob, Principal (room and board)_ .. , .. __ ... __ .............. _ .... . 
Miss J. Deckinga, teacher (room and board) .... _ ........ _ .. _ .. _' .. _ .. . 
Vacancy-Miss Maring teacher (room and board} ............. . 
Miss C. Rosbach, Pension (room and board} .... __ .... _ ... _ .......... _~. 
Miss R Wilderom, Cook (room and board) ...... _ ............ _ ........ _. 

. Vacancy - Miss G. Overeem (room and board) ......... _ ........... . 
Miss M. Vander Weide, Matron (room and board) ... "" ..... _ .. . 
Miss Dr. Hofstra, Matron (room and board) ............... _ ........... _ 
Mrs. M. Peshlakai, Laundress (room and board her and 

child j no pension during occupation) ........ ' ............ _ .......... . 
'Rehoboth Interpreter (plus home) .......... : ................. _ ............. _. 
Pension - Paul Mierop_ ........ _ ............ _ ........ _ .. _ ...... _ .... _ ................ _ 

ZUNI MISSION 
Missionary (plus home) ....... _ ............... _._._ ..... _ ............................. . 
Miss M. Vos, Principal (room and board) .. _ .... _ ....................... . 
Miss N. Lam, Teacher (room and board) ......... _ ..... __ ....... _ ...... . 

257 

400.00 

185.00 

4,435.00 
250.00 

1,530.00 
900.00 
480.00 
720.00 
540.00 
540.00 
255.00 
480.00 
480.00 
5Go.00 
480.00 

420.00 
720.00 
144.00 

1,500.00 
700.00 
650.00 
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Miss Martha Vos, Teacher (room and board) .... __ . ____ ............ . 
Miss T. Rietema, Matron (room and board) .... __ ........... __ ..... __ .... . 

TWO WELLS MISSION 
Mr. Mark Bouma, Missionary (plus home) ......... _______ .... ___ . ___ .. . 
Interpreter (plus home) ....... _ ...................................................... . 

TOAD LENA MISSION 
Interpreter (plus home) ................. __ . ____ .................. ____ .. __ .. _________ _ 

FARMINGTON MISSION 
Interpreter (plus home) .............. _.-- ................. ---.----.-----.. --. _________ ._ 
Shiprock Interpreter (plus home)-.. ____ . ____ ....................... __ .... _._ ..... . 
San Antone Interpreter (plus home} ... __ . ____ . _____ . __ ............. __ ..... . 
Dr. Henry Beets, Mission Director ... __ ........... ____ ....................... . 
Stenographer ................................................................ _ .................. . 
Bookkeeper (Treasurer's Office) ................... __ ~ ............ _ .............. . 

AUTO MILEAGE ALLOWANCES TO THE 
FOLLOWING: 

Rev. J. R. Kamps, Dr. R. H. Pousma, Mr. Mark Bquma, 
Rev. J. Bolt, Rev. J. W. Brink, Rev. Wm. Goudberg, Mr. 
J. C. Kobes, Mr. George Oppenhuizen, Mr. Ben De Boer, 
Rev. N. De Vries, Mr. Bert Pousma, Cando Van Kooten, 
Rev. H. Rikkers, Mr. C. Kuipers (4 cents per mile is 
allowed, out of which the missionary must insure car 
(liability, property damage, fire) and save sufficient to 
replace his car at the end of each three-year period). 
The new system will also improve this set-up. Maxi-

540.00 
480.00 

1,440.00 
840.00 

720.00 

720.00 
720.00 
720.00 

2,200.00 
200.00 
900.00 

mum asked -:- estimated on mileage submitted previously 8,000.00 
Au allowance for one new car should be made for a new 

missionary ....................................................................... _.......... 620.00 

EDUCATIONAL ALLOWANCES 
Godfrey Hayenga, age 17 - grade 12 .. · ...... _ ......... $ 
Gerald Hayenga, age 15 - grade 9 .. _ ............. _ .. . 
Jennie De Boer, age 8 - grade 4 ....................... . 
Ada Bosscher, age 16 - grade 12 ....................... . 
Harry Bosscher, age 14 - grade 10 ................... . 
Robert Bosscher, age 13 - grade 9 ........ -.......... .. 

/Jean Oppenhuizen, age 16 - grade 12 .............. .. 
Wineva Oppenhuizen, age 11 - grade 6 ... _ ...... . 
Claire Oppenhuizen, age 7 - grade 2 ................ _. 
Willard Oppenhuizen, age 6 - grade 1 ............. . 
Elsie Kobes, age 16 - grade 12 ........ _ ................. .. 
Gerald Kobes, age 13 - grade 9 ......................... _ 
Catherine Goudberg, age 15 - grade 11.. ......... . 

250.00 
250.00 
125.00 
250.00 
250.00 
250.00 
250.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
250.00 
250.00 
250.00 

House allowance for Director of Missions .. _ ....................... _ .... . 
Board and Committee Meetings ............ _ ........ _ ................. : .......... . 
Literature ._ ......... _ .. _ .............. _ ..... _ ...... _ ....... _ .................................... . 
Secretarial and Office Expenses ...... _ .......... __ ............... _ .. _ ........ .. 
Treasurer's Office Supplies ... _ ......... __ ........................... __ .. _ ........... _. 
Auditing of Books .. _ ... _._ ......................................... _ ..................... _. 
Traveling and Moving Expenses of Missionaries ................... . 
Interest on Notes ... _ ........ _ ....... _ .... _ .......... _ .... _ .. _ ................ _: ... _ ....... .. 
Mission Property Insurance ............... _ ... _ ............ _ ........................ _ 

2,750.00 

480.00 
600.00 

75.00 
250.00 
100.00 
200.00 

1,000.00 
292.00 

1,350.00 
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12 Monthly Payments at $264.43 Laundry Machinery _______ .. 
Contingency Fund ___ .. ____ ..... __ ..... __ ...................... _____ . __ . ____ . ___ ........... . 

NEW BUILDLNG PThOPOSITIONS FOR 1939 
Shiprock Parsonage - $4,000.00; not to exceed .. ______ . _____ .. __ ... _ 

(not to begin building until transfer matter is definitely 
settled) 

Rehoboth Interpreter's Home - $1,500; not to exceed .. ____ ._._ 
Starr Lake Home - $3,500.00; not to exceed ... ______ ....... _________ . 

(This is approximately $3.35 per family.) 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
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3,161.16 
2,000.00 

4,500.00 

2,000.00 
4,000.00 

$83,421.41 

Same as 1938, since no budgets were received from the field 
for 1939. 

SALARIES 
Rev. H. A. Dykstra -

Basic Salary, $1,400; Children's allow. $525; Summer 
Allowance, $200 .................................................................. $ 2,125.0() 

Miss Raisbeek -
Basic Salary, $700; Summer Allowance, $50 ....... __ .......... . 750.00 

Rev. S. A. Dykstra -
Basic Salary, $1,400; Children Allow., $725; Summer 

Allowance, $225 .................................................................. 2,35'0.00 
Rev. A. H. Smit -

Basic Salary, $1,400; Children Allow., $525; Summer 
Allowance, $200 .................................................................. 2,125.00 

Rev. A. H. Selles -
Basic Salary, $1,400; Children Allow., $75; Summer 

Allowance, $125 ..................................................................• 1,600.00 
Miss M. Koets - . 

Basic Salary, $700; Summer Allowance, $50 ................... . 750.00 
To make up deficits where the supporting churches fail to 

pay the full amount ...•.............................................................. 
Upkeep of Missionary homes in China ..................................... . 
New Missionary or Bible Woman sent out ............................... . 
Furlough Expenses and return of Missionaries ........................ . 
House rent for furloughed Missionaries ................................... . 

FOREIGN BUDGETS 
Dr. L. S. Huizenga-Medical GeneraL ........ 4,000.00 Mex. 
Dr. L. S. Huizenga-Medical Leper(?) ...... 1,500.00 Mex. 
Dr. L. S. Huizenga-Evangelistic ................ 1,000.00 Mex. 
Rev. H. A. Dykstra-Evangelistic .............. 4,000.00 Mex. 
Rev. S. A. Dykstra-Evangelistic... ............. '. 4,000.00 Mex. 
Rev. A. H. Selles-Evangelistic .................... 4,000.00 Mex. 
Rev. A. H. Smit--Evangelistic .................. __ 4,000.00 Mex. 
Miss W. Kalsbeek-Evangelistic __________ ...... __ 2,500.00 Mex. 
Miss M. Koets-Evangelistic ____ . ____________ ... __ .. 1,000.00 Mex. 
Jukao City Evangelistic Work_._ ............. ___ . 1,000.00 Mex. 

27,000.00 Mex. 
This amount represents approximately 9,000.00 gold 
exchange having been stabilized at about three 

3,000.00 
600.00 

2,500.00 
2,000.00 

500.00 

for one _. __ . ________ .. __ .. __ ...... __ ... __ .. __ ,,_ . _________ . __ ............ ____ . ______ .. __ 9,000.00 

$17,000.00 
(Approximately seventy-five cents per family.) 
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PROPERTY ASSETS OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
MISSIONS 

Rehoboth Mission-
Land - 1920 acres' less right of way. Highway and R. R., 

@ $1.50 per acre .................... _ .... __ ............. _ ............... $ 2,880.00 

Buildings 
Year of 

Construction 

Nurses' Home 1912 
Contents _________ _ 

Mission House .___ 1917. 
Contents ___ ~ _____ _ 

Hospital ......... _ .... 1910-16 
Contents _________ _ 

Doctor's Home .___ 1915 
Rev. Kamp's Home 1925 
Garage .. ______________ 1925 
Laundry ______________ 1910-13 

Equipment 
Supt's. Home ____ 1908~35 
Boys' "Dormitory__ 1916 

Contents _____ ""_:. 
School Building__ 1912 

Contents _________ _ 
Girls' Dormitory__ 1916 

Contents _________ _ 
Interpreter's Home 

(remod,-old) 1907 
Chapel ___ . ___ ..... __ .. 1923 

Contents .. ___ _ 
Barns _._."._._.......... 1934 
Chicken coop, etc, 1935 
Gallup Mission-
2 lots and house __ 
Chapel and garage 
Tohatchi Mission-
Indian House _____ _ 
Old Parsonage, 

(Inter. Ho,me) 
Office & Dispensary 
Chapel ............... . 
Barn - garage ___ _ 
New Parsonage, ___ _ 

1931 
1932 

1903 

190.0 
190.4 
1910 
1911 
1930 

Nahaschitty Mission -
Parsonage 1926 
Garage - Chapel 1926 
Interpreter's Home 1926 
Kin.-school Bldg. 1926 

Toadlena Mission­
Parsonage 
Chapel _______________ _ 
Barn ___________________ _ 

1916 
1916 
1916 

Approximate 
Cost 

$ 3,000..00 

7,000.00 

21,000..00. 

4,500.00 
5,500..00. 

800.0.0 
1,500.00 

3,50.0.00 
9,000..00 

5,0.0.0.00 

9,000.00 

30.0.00. 
7,500.00 

350.00. 
275.0.0 

4,760.0.0 
2,150.0.0 

250.00. 

1,760..0.0 
300.00 

7,500..0.0. 
1,0.00.0.0 
6,000.00 

4,00.0.00. 
2,500.00. 
3,000..0.0. 
1,500.00. 

4,000..0.0 
50.0.00 
100..0.0 

Present 
Value 

(Estimated) 

$ 2,50.0.00 

5,0.0.0.00. 

17,0.0.0..00 

4,00.0.00. 
5,000.00. 

500..0.0 
1,500..00. 

3,500.00 
7,000.0.0 

3,50.0.0.0 

7,000..0.0 

200..00 
7,500.00. 

350.00 
200.00. 

3,800.00 
2,000.00 

150.00 

1,000.00 
200..00 

5,00.0.0.0 
500.00. 

5,00.0.00 

3,500.0.0. 
1,500.00 
2,500.00 
1,0.00.00 

3,000.00 
350.00 

50.00 

$ 

Insured ,,, 
2,00.0..0.0 

500.00 
5,0.0.0.00. 
2,0.0.0.00 
8,000.00 
2,60.0.00 
2,0.00.00 
2,500..00 

50.0.00 
1,00.0..00 
2,00.0.00 
3,000..00. 
4,500.00 
1,000.00 
2,50.0.00 

700..0.0 
4,50.0.00 
1,00.0.00. 

10.0.00 
4,00.0.00 
1,0.0.0.00 

30.0.0.0 

2,000.00 
2,20.0.00 

10.0.00 

50.0.0.0 
20.0.0.0 

2,00.0.0.0 
350.00 

3,000.00 

2,500..00 
1,50.0.00 
2,000.0.0 

80.0..00 

2,500.00. 
30.0.00. 

50.00 
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Present 
Year of Approximate Value 

Buildings Construction Cost (Estimated) 

Interpreter's Home 1920 1,000.00 750.00 
Beautiful Mountain 

Mission~ChapeL 1933 . 1,000.00 900.00 
Farmington Mission -
5 ,acres of ground 5,000.00 2,000.00 
Parsonage __________ 1925 6,000.00 5,500.00 
Garage--Chapel . ___ 1925 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Assistant's Home 1925 3,000.00 3,400.00 
Camp House ........ 1929 400.00 300.00 

,Pond House ___ . ____ 1927 2,500.00 2,200.00 
Starr Lake Mission -
Ten acre grant-free 
Shack-purchases __ 1936 516.98 Pd. 300.00 
Rehoboth Laundry, 

Machinery ___ ~ __ 1938 2,529.07 
Crown Point. Missio.D -
Parsonage . __ ~. ___ .... 1915 5,000.00 
Chapel ................ 1930 4,000.00 
Garage _._."----------- .1915 300.00 
Camp house ___ ... __ 1915 200.00 
San Antone Mission -
Parsonage 1928 6,300.00 
Chapel ------ .. -- .. ---- 1928 700.00 
Garage ----,------------ 1928 1,000.00 
Fort Wingate-
Grant for ground 

but no buildings. 
Two Wells Mission-
Parsonage _.~_ .. _. ____ 1929 6,000.00 
Interpreter's Home 1929 3,000.00 
IGarage ---~------------ 1929 750.00 
Zuni Mission-
Parsonage ___ . ________ 1914 6,000.00 
Complex Building 1926 32,000.00 

Contents 
Garage ---------------- 1926 1,620.00 
Delco Plant ________ 650.00 
Pump 125.00 
Black .Rock Chapel 1930 950.00 
Bethlehem Chapel 1931 Free labor & 

300.00 
Presbyterian Properties -
Shiprock - Church ~ .. $ 9,000.00 
Shiprock - Manse ______________ 4,000_00 
Red Rock Community House 
Red Rock Manse _________________ _ 
Red Rock Dwelling _______________ _ 
Red Rock Chapel ................ .. 
Carisso Dwelling _________________ _ 
Carisso Chapel _____________________ _ 
Carisso Dispensary _______________ _ 

6,947.82 . 

4,000.00 
3,500.00 

300.00 
200.00 

5,000.00 
500.00 
500.00 

5,500.00 
2,500.00 

500.00 

4,000.00 
22,000.00 

1,000.00 

750.00 

700.00 

$ '2,000.00 
1,500.00 . 
1,500.00 

500.00 
200.00 
250.00 

1,250.00 
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Insured f., 
500.00 

500.00 

2,500.00 
600.00 

1,500.00 
100.00 
750.00 

600.00 

8.000.00 

2,630.00 
2,000.00 

150.00 
100.00 

3,000.00 
500.00 
300.00 

2,500.00 
1,500.00 

200.00 

2,500.00 
20,000.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
250.00 
100.00 
500.00 

500,00 

$ 3,000.00 
1,500.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
250.00 

2,000.00 
1,500.00 

500.00 
100.00 
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We have a Mission Home in Grand Rapids - 2219 Francis Ave­
nue, S. E. It was left to the Church by legacy. It carries a 
mortgage. We consider that we have an equity of at least $1,500. 
in this home, and $375. in garage amj. $600. in the furnishings. 

Foreign Mission Properties Are ApproxiIDately Valued As Follows: 
DeKorne and H. A, Dykstra - Compound and 

two residences ___ "'~ ____ "'_' ______________ ' _____ "'_'_"_'_' __ ~" __ .. __ .... $11,000.00 
S. A. Dykstra and Smit - Compound, 2 residences 

Rnd school bldg. ____ .... ____ .... ___ .' ____ ......... __ . __ . ___ . ___ . ___ . ________ ... 12,0.00.00 
Dr. L. S. Huizenga, compound and 1 residence ____ .___________ 6,000.00 
Miss W. K,alsheek, 'residence, compound, and extra 

vacant lot ............................ _ .. _ ....................... _ .. __ ............ 5,500.00 
Hospital in Jukao with ground .... ___ ...... , ... ,_ ....... _ .... _........... 3,500.00 

$38,000.00 

V. CHR. REF. BOARD PROPOSALS TO SYNOD 

1. The names of the following brethren, chosen by their 
respective Classes as Board members, ,are hereby submit­
ted to your approval: 

Classis California-Rev. H. Rikkers; alternate, Rev. J. 
Bolt. 

Classis Grand Rapids East~Rev. J. Van der Ploeg; 
alternate, J. Vande Kieft. 

Classis Grand Rapids South-Rev. A. Dusselje. 
Classis Grand Rapids West-Rev. H. Verduin; alter-

nate, M. Arnoys. .' 
Classis Hackensack-Rev. J. Cupido; alternate, J. Beebe. 
Classis Holland - Rev. L. Van Laar; alternate, P. 

Jonker, Jr. 
Classis Hudson-Rev. R. Bolt; ,alternate, H. J. Triezen­

berg. 
Classis Illinois-Rev. J. H. Monsma; alternate, W. 

Haverkamp .. 
Classis Kalamazoo-Rev. H. J. Mulder. 
Classis Minnesota-Rev. A. A. Koning; alternate, Dr. 

W. Bode. 
Classis Muskegon-Vacant, pending possible Classical 

reorganizing. 
Classis Orange City-Rev. Geo. Yff; alternate H. 

Zwaanstra. 
Clas.is Ostfriesland-Rev. J. C. De Korne; alternate, 

L.F. Voskuil. 
Classis Pacific-Rev. J. Mulder; alternate, D. Hollebeek. 
Classis Pella--Rev. I. Van Dellen; alternate, F. De Jong. 
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Classis Sioux Center-Rev" J. C. De Bruyn; alternate, 
J. Rubingh. 

Classis Wisconsin-Rev. J. C. Schaap; alternate, J. J. 
Holwerda.' 

Classis Zeeland-Rev. G. J. Vande Riet; alternate, J. 
Geels. ' 

2. As Board members at large, we submit to your choice 
the names of the present lay-delegates, the brethren H. 
Denkema, J. Kos andH. Hekman, now serving; and Dr. 
E. H. Beernink, Dr., J. D. Mulder, Mr. Edward Wierenga. 

3. The budgets and salary schedules, etc., drawn up for' 
1939 are in yonr hands. We ask your special approval 
for the following building proposals for 1939: 

1. Missionary home at Shiprock, estimated cost $4,000; 
'not to exceed $4,500. 

2. Interpreter's home at Rehoboth, estimated cost 
$1,500; not to exceed $2,000. 

3. Missionary home at Starr Lake; estimated cost 
$3,500; not to exceed $4,000. 

4. In view of the fact that the China Mission (Art. 927) 
requested the Board "to add an additional $1,500 Mex. to 
the Medical Work Budget as a Leper work budget, taking 
complete responsibility for the leper work and making 
Mission control of our Medical work possible," the Board 
decided to grant this amount, subject to the following 
stipulations: 

1. There is to be strict enforcement of the Board's rule 
that all funds received by missionaries for their 
work from outs,ide sources be reported and deducted 
from the respective bndgets, and this rule is to be 
interpreted as applying' to leper work also, even 
though during recent years leper work has been an 
exception to this rule. This rule is not to be applied 
to funds received prior to this date, June 1938. 

2. All funds expended for leper work are to be dis­
bursed under supervisiou of the C;hina Mission, just 
as has always been demanded in connection with 
other Medical and other funds. 

3. All reports on leper work are to be submitted to 
the China Mission before they are submitted to the 
Board. 
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4. There is to be no expansion of the leper work that 
has not been approved by tbe China Mission and the 
Board. 
Your approval is requested for this. 

5. Since our secretary of missions laudably undertook 
the task, in commemoration of the 50 years existen.ce of 
your Board, to prepare a history of our mission work, to 
be published with maps and pictures-somewhat along 
the lines of his, Johanna of Nigeria-we request you to 
grant us permission to underwrite its publication-all 
profits to be for our mission cause. 

6. We ask you to grant your synodical approval to the 
request contained iu the following communication sub-
mitted by Dr. H. Beets: ' 

HGrand R:apids, Mich., June 3, 1938. 
To the Christian Reformed Board of Missions 
in session in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
DEAR ERET'HREN: 

"After careful and prayerful consideration of the matter, I hereby 
kindly request you to recommend me to our Synod of 1938, for honor­
able emeritatioD, taking effect Jan. 5, 1939, when D. V" I attain the 
age of seventy years. In the face of decreasing strength and increas­
ing responsibility, I feel that a younger and stronger man can be of 
better service to the blessed cause of missions. Thanking you for 
the fine spirit of fellowship you have shown me during the many 
years of service as -your secretary," 

Yours fraternally, 
(Signed) HENRY BEETS, 

Director of Missions." 

,7. Your Board takes the liberty of recommending to 
you the Rev. John Dolfin, as successor of Dr. H. Beets. 
For the following reasons: 

1. The Rev, Dolfin's deep seated interest in the work 
of Missions. 

2. Hi~ long years of valuable experience as member pf 
the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, 

3. His ability to keenly' analyze the problems on the 
field. . 

4. Finally, his executive ability makes him ,an accept­
able man for this important office. 

8. As to the Sudan United Mission proposal entrusted 
to us, we submit a report following this. Yotir Board de-
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cided to endorse its Conclusion and requests to be author­
ized by you to take up the matter with the S. U. M. 
authorities as proposed. 

VI. REPORT ON SUDAN MISSION 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee received a mandate from you to study 
the advisability of taking over, as a denoinination, that 
part of the African Mission work, now carried on by the 
American Branch of the Sudan United Mission, known 
as the Lupwe-Takum District, and to report to you on this 
matter. As known to all of us, this work has gained the 
interest and love of a large number of our people, due 
especially to the consecrated labors of the late Johanna 
Veenstra in that field, labors which have subseqnently 
been continued by other workers, all of whom, with the 
exception of one, are members of our Chr. Ref. Church. 
The interest of our people in this work has gained such 
momen tum that cIass,is Holland last year requested our 
Mission Board to serve it with advice as to the possibility 
of taking over this field as a denomination. And at the 
last Synod several churches petitioned Synod to do so. 
Synod last year "charged our Board to investigate this 
field and to advise Synod at its meeting whether or not 
our Church should adopt it as its own." Acts 1937, p. 98. 
Accordingly the Executive Committee appointed us to 
gain reliable and up to date iuformation on this matter 
and to serve you with its findings, which findings, we here­
by respectfully submit to your attention. 

Your Committee felt that the best way of eulightening 
you on this matter is by presenting to you its information 
in the form of a pro and· con proposition, enabling you 
to consider both sides of the question. We shall first pre~ 
sent the arguments against taking over this field,' and 
then the arguments in favor of this. 

I. Arguments Against Taking Over the Sudan Field. 
1. We have plenty of "hay on our forks," at present­

especially in the China field. Then, too, the unstable 
economic condition of today, makes one rather appre­
hensive about taking on more financial obligations. 
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2. The interest of our people in this field seems to be 
rather sporadic, instead of deep and abiding. Evidence 
for this one would seek in the fact that when no deputa­
tion work is done, the gifts for this work among us, are 
perceptibly lower. In other words, there ,is not much 
love for it, it seems. . 

3. There is a fear that enthusiasm for a new cause may 
harin the work for which our church is now responsible. 
The support of this field ,might lead some people or 
churches to withdraw, partly at least, their support of the 
present work" which, of course, would be harmfuL 

4. The climate of the Sudan is not a healthful climate 
for white people. Africa has been called by men who 
know, "the missionary graveyard of the world." See 
Agendum Synod of 1920, p. 94. 

5. It is a question whether our church with a view to 
its policies, doctrines, and supervision can come to a 
satisfactory agreement with the Sudan United Mission. 
We quote the following from ,a letter WTitten by Dr. Gil­
hert Dawson, general secretary of the Sudan United Mis­
sion, referring to the possibility of our Church taking over 
the Lupwe-Takum District: "My committee has no wish 
to hand over the work as to an independent hody .... 
They desired that it should remain part of the work of 
the S. U. M. oarried on along the same lines and on the 
same principles as the work of the Mission generally." 
And again in the same letter Dr. Dawson writes: "My 
committee do not feel that it is in the hest interest of the 
work that it should he split up into various independent 
missions." 

The question is whether we, with a view to the above 
declaration are ahle to control satisfactorily the doctrinal 
teachings in the Lupwe-Takum District in the event we 
take it over. 

These, according to onr view, are the most weighty 
arguments that can be advanced against taking over the 
Sudan field in question. Let us now look at the other side 
of this matter. 

II. Arguments in Favor of Taking Over the Sudan Field. 
l. This field, in the providence of God, has gained >a 

large place in the hearts and in the financial support of 
our own people. This was created first of all through the 
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instrumeutality of the life and labors of Miss Veenstra, 
and subsequently by the missionaries laboring there to­
day. It can be trutbfully stated that Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Smith during their recent furlough have received a very 
favorable reception by our people. 

2. At this time we have three of our people laboring 
in this field: Tena Huizenga, Jennie Stieistra, and Mrs. E. 
J. Smith, nee Nelle Breen. 

3. A good deal of money for the support of this work 
comes from our circles today, and will continue to come 
in the future. To be specific, Mr. Hoover, treasurer of the 
American Branch reports the following donations for this 
work from our people. In 1935, $2108.46. In 1937, 
$3098.12. During tlhe [present year np to March 30, $1024.91. 
In 1936, $416.62. 

4. The field is a fertile one. The people among whom 
our missionaries are laboring are unusually' receptive to 
the influence of the gospel. This is very encouraging to 
the workers. 

5. The field, too, is a very needy one. Its ferritory con­
stitutes an area of 6000 square miles and comprises a 
population of 65,000 people divided among 10 different 
tribes. Tbe present missionaries are the only ones labor­
ing there. Then, too, the field is needy, because, unless 
it is sufficiently manned within the next two years, a 
modernistic mission might get hold of it, as Mr. Smith 
reports. 

6. Work in this field offers our church an opportunity 
to help counteract the Mohammedan influences which are 
trying to dominate this district, as well as other districts 
in Africa. It would be a fine thing if our church could 
also do its share .in the duty of the Christian Church to 
fight Mohammedanism. 

7. The field is in the "peace zone," under British pro­
tection. This means stability, and no doubt sympathetic 
co-operation on the part of the government, with the work. 

8. This field is in the neighborhood of the Dutch Re­
formed Church mission work in South Africa. This, means 
that there is a splendid hospital only a small distance 
from the field and connected with it by a good road. It 
also eliminates the necessity for our church to build a 

. hospital there. Mr. Smith while on furlough, declared 
that there was no need to build a hospital in this field, 
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be very little. 'Whatever buildings there are cost very 
little, and the Johanna Veenstra Memorial School was 
paid for by our people. 

11. The doctrinal and ecclesiastical control can be 
worked out satisfactorily, we believe. Although, evidently 
it will not be possible to get control of this field in the 
sense of absolutely separating it from affiliation with the 
S. U. M. yet it seems possible to get sufficient control over 
the gospel work in this field as to insure its positive Re­
formed character. Mr. Smith also assured us of this. 

But in proof for this, we offer a statement made by the 
Rev. C. W. Guinter, pastor of Grace Evangelical church, 
Wrightsville, Pa., in a letter, dated May 5, 1937 which he 
wrote to the Rev. J. Beebe, one of our board members. 
His church has taken over a part of the Sudan work, from 
the S. U. M. and is doing mission work there. To a ques­
tion put by the Rev. Beebe to Rev. Guinter: "What about 
the relation bf the S. U. M. to the mission work of your 
church?" Rev. Guinter replies ,as follows: "We are 
affiliated with the S. U. M. We have autonomy in the de­
velopment of our church work, but in general principles 
we seek to work with the S. U. M. They have no control 
over our work. Weare directly responsible to our own 
church in America. We do not have other than a gentle­
man's agreement. If at any time we seek to retire from 
the field, we will hand the work over to them or to some 
society designated by them." .... And again: "We send 
monies directly to our Evangelical Mission Treasurer on 
the field." 

It seems to your committee that if our church could 
come to a similar agreement with the S. U. M. and agree 
to the general principles upon which the S. U. M. insists, 
we to uphold the principle of the indigenous church in 
Africa and work along these lines, and to not attempt to 
establish our own denomination in this field, but work in 
harmony with the idea of forming one African Christian 
Church based upon the doctrinal basis of the world's 
Evangelical Alliance, adopted by the Sudan United Mis­
sion, we say, if we are willing to mee!' these conditions, 
we believe there will be no difficulty in obtaining this 
field. Your committee has in its possession a copy of this 
doctrinal basis for submission to your consideration. 
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Conclusion 

Your committee has presented the main can and pro 
arguments, about the ,advisability of taking over this 
Sudan field. In view of the foregoing, yonr committee is 
of the opinion that there are no insnrmountable objec­
tions against taking over this field, and because of the 
considerable preponderance of arguments in favor of 
adopting this work, humbly advises the Executive Com­
mittee and the Board to go on record as f,avoring the 
adoption of this field by the church, and to advise Synod 
accordingly, provided, of course, that satisfactory arrange­
ments can be worked out with the S. U. M. 

Respectfully submitted, by order of the Board, 
HENRY BEETS, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT VI. 

,REPORT OF THE GENERAL FUND FOR JEWISH MISSIONS 

From January 1, 1937, to January 15, 1938 

Classis Families Am't of Quota Am't Received Rec. Per Fam. Less Their Quota 

California ___________ . _________ ... ________ 639 $ 479.25 $ 584.86 $ .93 
East Friesland ____ . _________________________ .. ____ . _____ 654 490.50 533.02 .83 
Grand Rapids East ............ __ ............ : ....... 2981 2,235.75 2,025.33 .679 $210.42 
Grand Rapids' West ................................ 3597 2,697.75 2,214.41 .616 483.34 
Hackensack _ ... _____ , _______ : _____________________ .. ____ 668 501.00 468.00 .70 33.00 
Holland .................................................... 1956 1,467.00 1,556.86 .795 
Hudson _____ . ________ .. __ ._ .... _______________________ . _____ 1533 1,149.75 1,007.11 .656 142.64 
Hlin ois _______ .. _______________ ~ ________________ .____________ 2929 2,196.75 1,990.15 .679 206.60 
Muskegon ............................................... 2042 1,531.50 1,775.07 .868 
Orange City __ ... _______ . ___________________________ .. __ 1884 1,413.00 1,032.20 .593 380.80 
Pacific ...................................................... 1010 757.50 731.59 .724 25.91 
Pella .......................................................... 1168 876.00 980.70 .839 
Sioux Center > _______ • __ ._ ••• ________________________ •• __ 1281 960.75 428.14 .327 532.61 
Wisconsin --------_ .. ---------_._-------------_._----_ .... 722 541.50 454.69 .629 86.81 
Zeeland ................................................... 1540 1,155.00 1,056.92 .686 98.08 

Totals ................................. 24604 $18,453.00 $16,839.05 
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Societies, Churches, Individuals _ ............... ________ $ 871.98 
Interest ______________________________ . _____ .. ________ . ___ .. _.__________ 65.00 

Balan'ce on hand Jan. 1, 1937 ........ _____ ..... __________ 1,390.96 

Total Receipts and Balance Jan. 1, '37-Jan. 15 '38 __ .......... $19,166.99 

DISBURSEMENTS 

To Chicago ..................................................... $12,677.00 
To ,Paterson ________________________________ ...... _............. 6,374.00' 
To Gratuity ...................................................... 100.00 
Stamps, Box, Bond ______________________________________ .... 15.25 

Total Disbursements Jan. 1, '37-J,an. 15, '38 _______ ._-:;_ .... ___ ... 19,166.25 

Balance on hand Jan. 15, 1938____________________________________________ .74 

IN RESERVE 
Michael Van Den Berg Memorial Bonds ______________________________ $ 1,000.00 

500.00 Johanna Woltman Legacy Certificate _________________________________ _ 
(5 shares paid up stock) 

Re.spectfully Submitted, 
PETER HOLWERDA, Treasurer. 

Audited and found correct for period Jan. 1, 1937 to Jan_ 15, 1938. 

IRA STRUCK, 
JOHN H. VAN HASSEL. 

February 24, 1938. 
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SUPPLEMENr VII. 

SEAMEN'S HOME - HOBOKEN, .N. J. 

To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

273 

T HIS is a report of the work done at the Seamen's Home 
at Hoboken, New Jersey. 

The Eastern Home Mission Board reports, with grati­
tude to God, ,that the work at the Seamen's Home has been 
carried on without interruption for another year. 

The workers have co-operated nicely with one another 
and the Board. They have carried on with fruitfnl regu­

·larity and devotion to their tasks. The labors of the 
spiritual workers are not without fruit. Important con­
tacts are made with men in spiritual need. Expressions 
of thanks are frequently received for the services 
rendered, While without doubt much of the seed sown 
works in a yet hitherto unknown way. 

From the Sailor's Handbook for Shoreleave we have 
learned that, whereas most of the homes for8eamen pro­
vide facilities for laundry, for banking and recreational 
activities and operate clinics for venereal diseases, our 
home is one of the few which seeks to minister to the 
spiritual needs of those who call at the home. 

The Reverend A. H. Kort, pastor of the Hoboken Chris­
tian Reformed Church, continues to supervise the spirit­
ual work of the home consisting mainly of the conducting 
of Gospel meetings. Seventy Gospel meetings were con­
ducted with 'an atlendanceof one thousand and,srixty-one 
persons. (Cf. Overtures, Sub. No. 12.) 

Mr. E. Apol continues to supervise the running of the 
home, besides visiting ships, barges, and other craft to 
distribute Bibles, tracts, and orther portions of Scripture, 
while seeking openings for personal work with those 
aboard these ships. During the year 204 ships, 252 barges 
and other craft were visited; 58 Bibles\ 353 New Testa-· 
ments, 3,910 Tracts, and other portions of Scripture were 
distributed. Eight beds and 184 meals were furnished 
free of charge. 
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Many persons found assistance through the home; 205 
persons were assisted on iucoming ships of which 33 were 
immigrants and 27 visitors, while 237 were assisted on 
outgoing ships. Lodging was found at the home by 222 

, emigrants, 18,immigrants, 29 sailors, and 19 visitors. 
The home has been inspected each month by a com­

mittee from the Board. The building committee was es­
pecially active, superviSiing repairs aud redecorating the 
building. The home is in excellent condition. It is a fit 
place for visitors and employees. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Eastern Home Mission Bo'ard, 

P. HOLWERDA, Secretary. 

Recommendation to Synod: The Eastern Home Mission 
Board recommends to Synod that the funds received from 
the Van Agthoven Estate for the Seamen's Home be kept 
intact as an Endowment Trust Fund. Grounds: 

1. Thus the name of the testator may be perpetuated. 
2. The home will then become self-supporting eventu­

'ally. 
3. This can be realized if the churches continue to give 

a little support for the time being. 

Eastern Home Mission Board, 
P. HOLWERDA, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT VIII-a 

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL COMMITTEE 
FOR SOUTH AMERICA 

To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

275 

YOUR Committee for the advancement of the religions 
interests of those in South America that are of the 

same Reformed faith and Dutch stock with us has again 
much that is encouraging and hopeful to report. 

Our own Rev. Jerry Pot! and family arrived at Tres 
Arroyos on Dec. 10, 1937, and were heartily welcomed by 
the congregation with appropriate festivities. He has be­
gun the mini&lry of the Word and of the sacraments in 
Tres Arroyos, and the first communion service conducted 
by him in this congregation was especially mentioned in 
f{erkblad Door Zuid-Amerika, with gratitude on the part 
of the congregation. Since his congregation is widely 
scattered, and since he also serves a widely distant hranch 
of his congregation, it was deemed necessary to provide 
him with a car, a Chevrolet. There is also a Christian 
School principal at Tres Arroyos. 

In Carambehy, Brazil, the Rev. and Mrs. Wm. V. Muller 
lahor with much devotion and self sacrifice and their 
work is much appreciated. Here there is a Christian 
School with three teachers" and Rev. Wm. V. Muller has 
done mnch for this school. His wife, a trained nurse, has 
found an abundaut field of labor at Carambehy. 

The congregation of Bueuos Aires, under the able 
leadership of the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt, has purchased' 
ground for a church building and hope to have their 
church edifice built within a ,year. We congratulate the, 
Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt. 

But the congregation of Chubut, in southern Argentina, 
is still in need of a full time shepherd. Many of its youth 
are going astray, and something should be done ahout 
this matter as soon as possible. We pray that the Lord 
may ,guide every step that is taken for the welfare of the 
Chubut congregation and of ,all the other congregations 
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and outposts. On his own initiative a candidate from the 
Netherlands came to Sonth America. 

We understand that the Delegates for South America 
of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands are inclined 
to the position that it wonld be advisable that Classis 
Buenos Aires be placed upon its own financial resources 
in about ten years. 

Though your committee looks forward to the time when 
Classis Buenos Aires would become fully self-supporting, 
yet we are not prepared to recommend that this must take 
place in some ten years, but prefer to work in the direc­
tion indicated without a definite stipulation of a certain 
number of years in which this must be accomplished. 

Moreover, we have assumed certain obligations toward 
OUI' own ministers in South America that would have to 
be considered, in order that the rights of these ministers 
might not be violated. 

ADVICE 
Your Committee for South America presents the fol­

lowing items for consideration by your honorable body: 
1. Synod raise the salary of the Rev. and Mrs. Wm. V. 

Muller from $1,000 to $1,200, to apply in full to 1938, in 
view of the following groundsl and considerations: 

a) Our home missionariesl in the United States all have 
a basic salary of $1,200. 

b) Ftrom rather detailed information on the actual 
needs involved, your committee is convinced tha.! 
this raise is justified by the present purchasing 
power of United States currency in the Brazilian 
community wlhere the Rev. Wm. V. Muller labors. 

c) The salary of the Rev. Jerry Pott at Tres Arroyos, 
Argentina, is now a1so $1,200, and has there a pur­
chasing power approximately equal to that of the 
same amount in the United States. 

d) Your committee believes that the South America 
Fund will permit of this raise as well as of eventful 
furloughs and that our churchesl will give this step 
their moral and financial support. 

II. Synod grant the following stipu1ation with respect 
to the Rev. Wm. V. Muller and the Rev. Jerry Pott that is 
also granted. to our home missionaries, namely, that for 
every five years of service as ministers loaned to Classis 
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Buenos Aires their salaries shall be increased by $100, 
but tba t this service-increase shall in no case exceed the 
amount of three hundred dollars, and that furlough years 
shall be counted toward these terms of five years, 
Grounds: 

a) The work of the above,mentioned brefuren is much 
like that of our home missionaries, 

b) Our ministers in South America are making .many 
sacrifices as it is, and should not be called upon to 
make greater sacrifices than our home mis1sionaries, 
in a matter of this kind, 

III. Synod allow its Committee for South America, .if 
need be, to co-operate in order that a candidate or min­
ister may be placed in the congregation of Chubut in 
Southern Argentina, Grounds; 

a) It has long been the conviction of your committee 
that this congregation should have a full-time 
pastor, 

b) This conviction also came to expression in the re­
port of the representative from the South African 
Reformed Churches who visited the congregation 
of Chubut, the Rev, D, Postma, 

IV, The following annual budger-is presented for our 
denominational work in South America, all in U.S. 
currency: 
S~~Iary ~t Carambehy, BraziL_.: _____ ... __ . ___ . ____ ... ____ . ___ . ________ . __ ...... -______ $1,200.0'0 
Salary at. Tres Arroyos, Argentina ____ .... __ .. __________ ... ___ . ___ . ___ . __ .... ___ 1,2'00.00 
Administrative Expenses ______ ... __ .......... _____ : __ ... ___ ... _______ ... __ ._____________ 125.00 
FurlO'tigJi and other Special Expen·ses .. _____ ......... : ...... _______ ... _: __ ._____ 500.00 

TotaL ............................................................................... $3,025.00 
E;cpected from Carambehy at least __ ... __ ... ___ . ___ ....... __ .. $ 144.00 
E.;{pected from Tres Arroyos at least _________ ......... __ .... 200.00 

T'.ltal expected from South America __ ......... _ ........ _ ... $ 344.00 
T~)tal sum expected to be raised by our Churches .. 2,681.00 

Grand TotaL............................................. $3,025.00 
V. Your committee proposes that this Fund again be 

I·~commended by Synod to our consistories for an annual 
o.ffering, or for 15 cents per family. 

VI. Synod again appoint a committee for South 
America with mandate as heretofore. (See Art. 119.) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Synodical Committee for South America, 
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SUPPLEMENT VIII-b 

ADDENDA TO THE REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL 
COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH AMERICA 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

THE Committee of Synod for South America wishes to 
call two additional matters to the attention of Synod: 

L Recently we received a request from the Consistory 
of Buenos Aires for an evangelist among the Spanish people 
in Buenos Aires. However, we believe that tbe work among 
our own people of the Reformed faith, especially in Chu­
but should erelong be strengthened, in line with the deci­
sion of our Synod of 1937, and in harmony with our gen­
eral mandate which limits our support to those of the same 
Reformed faith and Dutch ancestry with us. 

2. Np entirely satisfactory answer has beeu received 
from the South Africau Reformed Churches, to the pro­
posal of our Synod of 1937 that South Africa assume re­
sponsibility to support the Boer Chubut Reformed Churcih 
of Argentina. Hence we endorse the suggestion in the 
Report of our Synodical Committee to remind the South 
African brethren that we have not yet received a satis­
factory response to this proposal of OUr Synod of 1937. 

However, a letter containing an answer from South Mrica 
to an appeal from Chubut, Argentina, has been received by 
the Stated Clerk, the President of our Committee, Dr. H. 
Beetsi. From this answer it is clear that South Mrica does 
not assume the full responsibility for the support of a min­
ister at Chubut, as reqnested by Chubut, and as the Chr. 
Ref. Church. has .. ssumed the full responsibility for the 
support of the ministers at Carembehy and at Thes Arroyos, 
and as the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands have 
heretofore assumed the full responsibility for the minis­
terial work at Buenos Aires and Chubut. It is very dis­
appointing that South Mu:ica does not assume the full re­
sponsibility for the salary at the Congregation of Chubut, 
composed of Boer colonists from South Africa, and your 
Committee expects to voice this disappointment to South 
Mrica. 
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On the other hand, it is a cause for rejoicing and grati- ' 
tude that South Africa offers to pay one-third of the minis­
terial salary at Chuhut. Furthermore, South Africa re­
quests our Church to pay one-third, and it requests one­
third from the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands. 
The need in Chuhut warrantS' such financial co-operation as 
we can give, since this congregation has 151 confessiug 
members and 130 baptized members. 

In connection with the above two matters, your Com­
mittee for South America recomends that item III of our 
ADVICE, on page 132 of Agenda, Part II, be considered by 
Synod in the following modified form: 

III. Synod allow it. Committee for South America, if 
need be, to co-operate financially, in order that a candidate 
or, minister or exhorter may be placed in the service of 
Classis Buenos Aires in the not too distant futUire. Grounds: 

a) It bras long been the conviction of your Committee 
that the congregation of Chubut should have a full­
time pastor, or more pastoral care, and that" Rev. A. C. 
Sonueveldt should be enabled to devote all his time 
to the important congregation of Buenos Aires and 
to his editorial work. 

b) This conviction concerning Chubut also came to ex­
pression in the report of the representative from the 
South African Reformed Churches who visited tIhe 
congregation of Chubut, the Rev. D. Postma. 

c) Although some opportunities have sadly disappeared, 
in past decades, like those in Rosiario, there are still 
extenslive opportunities for additional gospel work 
within the scope of our mandate, in various paxts of 
South America. 

d) Seeing that both the Rev. Wm. V. Muller aud the 
Rev. Jerry Pott have been loaned to Classis Buenos 
Aires and not to their local congregations, in order 
that it might be possible, if deemed expedient, to en­
able them to make a cbange of locality, and seeing 
that this arrangement is very salutary, therefore it is 
commendable that, if tbe Christian Reformed Church 
would co-operate to place another man in Classis 
Buenos Aires, he should also, in somewhat like mau­
ner, be connected with, the entire Classis Bueuos Aires. 
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In reply to' a requeslt fQr infQrmatiQn as to' the numerical 
strength Qf the cQngregatiQns in SQuth America, we may 
say that Dur latest statistics are the fQllQwing: BuenO's Aires, 
110 SQulsl, including 60 communicants and 50 baptized 
members; Carembehy, 124 sQnls, inclnding 40 communi­
cants and 84 baptized members; Tres ArrQyQs, 228 SQuls, 
including 93 cDmmunicants', 135 baptized members, and 
numbering 38 families; Chubut, 281 SQuls, including 151 
cDmmunicants and 130 b~ptized members. Except fQr the 
statistics Qf Buenos~Aires, Which are Qlder, all these are Qf 
apprQximately 1937. 

We alsO' wish to' repQrt that BuenO's Aires, which has pur­
chased ground fQr a church building, sends a request fDr a 
gift Qr a lQan. We leave it to' SynDd what it wishes to' dO' 
in this matter, and whether it will recQmmend this cause 
fQr gifts Dr cDllectiQns to' Qur peQple. 

CDmmittee Qf SynQd fDr SDuthAmerica, 
HENRY BEETS, Pres. 
DAVID D.BQNNEMA, Vice-Pres. 
MARTIN J: WYNGAARDEN, Sec.-Treas. 
HARRY BL YSTRA 
PETERJQNKER, JR. 
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SUPPLEMENrr VIII-c 

FINANCIAL REPORT CONCERN[NG THE WORK IN 
SOUTH AMERICA, 1937 

. THE financial report of the Committee for South 
America follows. According to the decision of the 

Synod of 1937, the salary ,at Carambehy, Brazil,. was 
raised to $1,000.00, and the salary at Tres Arroyos, Argen­
tina, reduced to $1,200.00. The Rev. Wm. V. Muller of 
Carambehy and the Rev. Jerry Pott of Tres Arroyos were 
paid at the rate of these salaries by your treasurer. The 
congregation of Carambehy paid thc Rev. and Mrs. Wm. 
V. Muller the sum of $144.00 toward their salary, which 
was reported by the Rev. W. Muller, in order that your 
treasurer might reduce the amounts to be sent by the 
$144.00, and this was done by your treasurer. In addition 
to. the $1,000 accorded to the Rev. Wm. V. Muller by the 
Synod of 1937, Rev. W. Mnller also reported that they 
had received from their home church of Summer Street, 
Passaic, the sum of $100.00 for 1937, naised by various 
organizations of Summer Street. This $100.00 was in­
tended, in part, for work done in connection with the 
clinic, Mrs. W. Muller being a nurse. The Committee of 
Synod for South America unanimously decided not to 
reduce the Rev. W. Muller's salary, on account of this 
$100 that they had received from Summer Street, so that 
they received for 1937 the full salary of $1,000 plus this 
$100 or a total of $1,100. And we hope that the Synod of 
1938 may see its way clear to raise the Rev. W. Muller:'s 
salary to $1,200 which is also the basic salary of our home 
missionaries, in the U. S. and Canada. Certainly, the 
salaries of our brethren in South America are none too 
high. 

The Rev. Jerry Pott acquainted your Committee with 
the fact that he had a thousand dollars debt, which is not 
an unusual thing for a young minister, but, in view of the 
fact that he would soon serve in South America, it would 
be rather inappropriate that he still owed amounts at 
various places in the United States. Rev. J. Pott inquired 
of the Committee whether it would be possible to owe 
this amount at one place, instead of at a number of places, 
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and offered his Metropolitan insurance policy of $1,000 
together with a note. The Committee considered this 
matter and was not inclined to make a loan. However, 
since the Rev. J. Pott was appointed for seven years, your 
Committee deemed it best to meet the situation by grant­
ing Rev. J. Pott "advance s,alary" to the amount of $1,000, 
accepting his note and his insurance policy of $1,000, 
whose beneficiary the Metropolitan Co. changed to the' 
Committee of the Synod of the Chr. Ref. Church for 
work in South America, M. J. Wyngaarden, Treasurer 
or successor, or successors. The Committee unanimously 
decided that this $1,000 is to be paid by Rev. J. Pott 
throughout the seven years in this way that he receives 
a proportionately less amount of his salary and that the 
entire $1,000 is to be paid back by the end of the seven 
years. Of course, we regret that we thus have to reduce 
his salary of $1,200 to a still lower figure. \Ve expect that 
the congregation of Tres Arroyos will raise the promised 
amount. The local Christian School Society wished to 
purchase the old automobile at Tres Arroyos from your 
Committee for the Christian School principal, and your 
Committee acquiesced in this, in such a way that the pro­
ceeds have been paid toward the R. J. Pott's salary, for 
1938. 

REIPORT OF llHE TREASURER FOR THE YEAR JAN. 1, 1937, 
TO DEC. 31, 1937 

OPERATING STATEMENT 
INCOME-

C lassis California ____ , _______ ." --_. -"." -------- ---- --~. ---$ 
Classis Grand Rapids E,ast .. _____________________ ._. 
Classi,s Grand Rapids W·est __________ .. ___________ _ 
Classis Hackensack ____ .. ________ . ______________________ _ 
Classis Holland _____ . __ ~ _______________________ .. _ .. ______ _ 
Classis Hudson _______ .. __________________ .. _______________ _ 
Classis Illinois ___ . ___ " _____ . ___________________ . _____ . ___ _ 
Classis Muskegon _____________ ._. ___________ ., ___________ _ 
Clas~is Orange City ______________________ ~ ___ ~ _______ _ 
Classis Ostfriesland _ .. _________________ ' ___ . ___ ,._ .. ___ _ 
Classis Pacific ___________________ ~ _______ ~ __ :_~ ______ .-- --
Classis Pella _. _____ . __ ~ ___ ~ ___________ ~ ___________ ~ ___ .. __ _ 
Classis Sioux Center ______ .. ___ ~ _______________ ~ _____ _ 
Classis Wisconsin ____ , _______________ ~ __________________ ._ 
Classis Zeeland __ .• ______________________________ .. _. ____ ._ 

Contrihutions -

101.71 
298.43 
358.81 
125.57 
328.13 
219.14 
429.72 
317.59 

84.48 
91.17 

128.22 
135.63 
119.39 
126.64 
209.45 

N. N .......................................... ,.................. 10.00 
Mr. P. C. Welle .......................................... 5.00 
Eastern Women's Miss. Union . _______ . __ .. ______ 20.00 
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"Donor" ____________________________________ , __________________ _ 
Kalamazoo Wom. Miss. Union _________________ _ 
Mr_ and Mrs. M. Sytsma ___ , _______________________ _ 
N. N. _ .. ___ .. _._". _______ . ___________ . __________________ ._ .. __ _ 
Mr. and Mrs. P. Hoogezand _____________________ _ 
Rotterdam Chr. Ref. 'Church ____ . ___ . __________ _ 
East~rn Worn. Miss. Society ___________ . _______ _ 

5.00 
20.00 

5.00 
25.00 

5.00 
3.00 

20.00 

283 

Interest Receipts .. __________ .. ______________________ ~ _______ . 37.37 $3,229.45 

EXPENSE-
Carambehy, -Brazil-:- . 

Salary to Rev. Wm. V. Muller ___ ~ .. __ . _____ ._.~$ 
Postal Telegraph Cable Co. ____ ._ .. ____ ' ___ ~ .. ___ . 
Trip to Argentina Mrs. Muller ____ (Glassis) 

Tres Arroyos, Argentina-
Interviewing mi:p.isters and getting 

J. Pott and fam. to Tres Arroyos _ ... ___ _ 
Advan·ce salary to Rev. IPott ________ .. __ ... ____ _ 
Regular salary to Rev. Pott ___ .. _________ .'0 __ _ 

General Motors for Chev. car __ ....... _____ .. __ 
"Argentine" copies of a :book ____ ..... ______ ._. 
Administrative expense ._ .. __ . ______________ ... _____ _ 

759.68 
6.82 

100.00 

1,148.49 
1,000.00 

659.20 
710.09 

5.00 
81.90 --DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR _____________________________ _ 

PREVIOUS BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 1937 

PRESENT NET BALANCE-
Peoples National Bank, Grand Rapids ____ .. $1,455.93 
Peoples Savings Bank, Coopersville 

(impounded) ___________ "_: ________________ ._____________ 381.99 

$4,471.18 

$1,241.73 

$2,697.66 

U. S. Treasury Bonds _____________ .. _________________ 1,300.00 $3,137.92 

M. J. WYNGAARDEN" Secretary-Treasurer. 
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SUPPLEMENT IX 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

ONCE again it is, the privilege of your committee to 
present its annual report to your honorable body 

for consideration and approval. It has been a year of 
many labors and accompanying problems. However, on 
the whole, we might attend to the dnties assigned us with 
pleasure and profit. 

LMATTERS OF ADMINISTRATION 
The appearance of our church papers has been a regu­

lar weekly occurrence except for one issue of both papers 
at the close of the year due to the fact that we were mov­
ing into our new building at that time. Mr. Bulten, our 
business manager, has again shown his efficiency in 
directing our program also during the changeover period. 
His diligent efforts have resulted in smooth operation in 
both shop and office. His records have been examined 
by Mr. Herbert Bouma, public accountant, and were de­
clared to be in excellent condition. The full findings of 
said accountant have been filed with Dr. Henry Beeb, 
stated clerk of Synod, for your inspection. A condensed 
statement of our status financially is given here for your 
information: 

Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1937. ____ : ___________________________ .. __ .. ____ $ 4,093.86 

RECEIVED 
Banner Subscriptions __ ..... ___ .. _______________________ ... $27,072.54 
Wachter Subscriptions .... __________________________________ 8,419.11 
Banner Advertising ____________________ . _________________ .. __ 9,378.74 
Wachter Advertising ___________ .. ___ ._______________________ 1,132.86 
Psalter Hymnals ______________ . ___ . ____ . _______ . ________________ 10,927.51 
Yearbooks . ___________ .... _____________________ .. ___ ........ _ .. _ .. __ ' 1,302.07 
Sunday School Papers -... ----.--.------ .. -------.-,c.------. 20,483.06 
Miscellaneous Income .. _ .. _. __ ._ ......... __ ... _ ..... -... __ . __ . 225.13 

78,941.02 
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Reserve for new building and depreciation 
(Government Bonds Sold) _______________________ ... 

Borrowed from individuals at 4% Interest ___ _ 
20,658.89 

8,000.00 

285 

28,658.89 

. Total Received .................................................. " .... $111 ,69 3.77 
PA]D OUT 

Paper and Ink .... " ............ " .... "" .... " .............. ",,$ 9,319.96 
Wages in Shop .. " ........ " ...... " .......... " .......... " .. " 11,115.47 
Office Salaries _____________ ..... _______ ... ___ .. _____________ .... 5,539.09 
Van ESB Salary and Expense ._ ... ________ ... ' __ .. ________ 2,681.78 
Commission to .other agents ______ .. __________________ ._ 1,983.33 
Editors' Remunerations ________________ . ______________ ._. 4,375.82 
Second Class Postage ____________ ... ____ . _____ .. __ .. ________ 2,393.17 
Office and General Expense : .... _ .. ________________ .... 2,300.96 
Light, Power and Shop Expenses ___________________ . 2,294.98 
Psalter Hymnals ___________ . ________________________ .. __ . _______ 12,786.62 
Yearbooks . _______________ . ______ . ___ .. _______ ... ___________ .... ____ 1,086.26 
Sunday School [Papers ________ .. _._ ... ____ .. ____ .... ________ 2?,351.97' 

Jefferson Avenue Building . ___ .... ________ ... _. _________ 28,853.10 
Fixtures and Motors in new building ... _____ .. __ 1,483.12 

Total Paid Out "._ .. ""'_"""""""""""""""",,_,, .. "'" 1 08,5 65. 63 

.Balance, on hand Dec. 31, 1937 ________________________ .. ______________ $ 3,128.14 

BALANCE SHEET 
ASSETS 

Cash on hand and in bank ___________ .... ___________ . _______ $ 
Accounts Receivable, Psalter Hymnal ____________ .. 
Accounts Receivable, S. S. Papers ________ ... ________ _ 
Inventory, Paper and Psalters ________________________ ... 
Bank Stock & Impounded :Deposits __ .. _______ . ____ .. __ 
Publication Rights and Good will-

Sunday School Papers ___ . ___ . ______________ . ________ _ 
Market Ave. Building ______ .. ___ . ___ . ___ . ____ . ___________ .... 
Jefferson Ave. Building ________ .... _______________________ _ 
Machinery and Fixtures _________________ ._. _______ .... ____ _ 

LIABILITIES 

~~~~~n~a::li~bl~ ___ -_-_-_-_~~~~~~-_~~~~~._~~~._~-_~-_-_~-_~~~~~~~._~~~~~~~:~:::$ 
Contract Payable-Instructor Publishing 

Com.pany ________ . __________ . ___ . ________ .... ____ .. __ .... _____ _ 
Net worth, Publication Committee . _______ .... _______ _ 

3,128.14 
1,346.11 
2,919.26 
7,202.71 
1,251.88 

2,500.00 
13,669.25 
39,298.00 
15,339.99 

996.77 
8,000.00 

2,000.08 
75,658.49 

$86,655.34 

$86,655.34 
. Number of subscribers THE BANNER Jan. 1-, 1937._. __________ .15,200 

Jan. 1, 1938 __________ ... _16;300 
Number of subscribers DE WACHTER Jan. 1, 1937 ___ . __ . _______ 5,500 

Jan. 1, 1938 ______________ 5,450 
• 
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Our field agent, Mr. J. Van Ess, serving the papers for 
over thirty cDnsecntive years, has surpassed all previous 
records in the amonut of cash collected and in the number 
of subscribers gained during the year. The committee is 
grateful tbat the brDther, whO' was hindered for a time 
by impaired health, has been fully restored and is on the 
job every day iu his own efficient and pleasant way. 

UpDn requests· from variDus qnarters your committee 
has cousidered the feasibility of appDinting a secDnd field 
agent to cover Eastern and \Vestern territories. In this 
cDnnection Dur business manager recently submitted a 
survey of various sections of the country showing the 
ratiO' between the number of subscribers to our papers 
and the number of Christian RefDrmed families. This 
survey has been published in Dur papers and ShDWS, we 
believe, that local agents are desirable for the Dutlying 
sectiDns. Traveling and other expenses would be prD­
hibitive should a field agent cover the scattered districts. 

Our committee met regularly the first Thursday of 
every month fDr its deliberations. A few special meetings 
were called in connection with building matters and the 
Sunday SChODI papers. One of our number, the Rev. H. 
Baker, was fDrced to resign frDm the committee by reason 
Df the nature Df his present labors. We herewith express 
Dur hearty appreciation of the many and helpful labors 
perfDrmed by the brother in behalf of the church press 
these several years. We appointed Prof. D. H. Krom­
minga to fill the vacancy. 

II. CONTENTS OF THE PAPERS 

About these we need say very little. You are familiar 
with them. It is again true, we believe, that both editors 
aud co-editDrs have diligeutly sought to give our people 
of their best efforts. On the whole these effDrts are 
appreciated and are a credit to our denomination. 

A few changes were made during the year. Due to ill 
health the Rev. L. Trap had to cease writing, "A WDrd a 
Week." We were loath to see the brother drDp his ever 
interesting column frDm The Banner and we hope that at 
some future time he may again serve us. In connection 
with this loss of material of special interest to young 
people we were given to cDnsider a young people's page 
in its stead. Plans matured for this department at the 
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opening of the new year and we secured the services of 
four writers to fill this page with interesting and helpful 
material. They are: the Revs. G. J. Vande Riet, John 
Hanenburg, and Frank De Jong, and Miss Marian School­
land. 

Regulations to improve the book reviews in our columns 
as' well to guard our people against misleading book ad­
vertisements have been adopted. Your committee has 
reduced the space allotted. to advertising and has raised 
the price of ads. in order to accomplish this goal. Eight 
point type is being used on some material and an oc­
casional extra-s.ize Banner is issued to solve the problem 
of excess copy. 

III. THE NEW BUILDING 

In pursuance of ,Synod's decision, authorizing us to pro­
ceed with the erection of the proposed new plant at an 
approximate cost of $30,000, yonr committee sought bids 
on the structure. Four bids were entered on the general 
building work, mnging from $25,900 to $27,990. Seven 
bids were entered on the plumbing and heating, and four 
on the electrical work. Contracts were awarded to the 
lowest bidders as follows: Earl Bekkering, general build­
ing $25,900; plumbing, Penning Bros. $1,155; heating, 
Holwerda $3,095; electrical wiring, Sparta Electric Co. 
$1,350. The building was constructed according to the 
plans of architect B. Hertel, and under his close super­
vision. It was completed in December, 1937, and will be, 
we believe, a lasting credit to our denomination. Proper 
ceremonies were held at the opening and the public made 
liberal use of the opportunity to visit the plant on "open 
house" day. We herewith extend a cordial invitation to 
Synod to visit the plant at any time. 

If Synod should decide to visit in a body Wednesday 
. afternoon would be a suitable time, inasmuch as the plant 
is in full operation at that time. 

IV. OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
1. The Yearbook. About 5,000 copies of an enlarged 

editioll were printed and sold. Due to the additional 
material included and labor costs connected therewith it 
was necessary to raise the price to fiHy cents. 
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2. The Sunday School Papers. According to Synod's 
decision we continued to lahor in this, project and can 
say that the work has gone on encouragingly. The editor­
in-chief, Rev. L. J. Lamherts, and the staff of writers have 
shown splendid co-operation aud have carried on nohly. 

The papers have enjoyed great favor hoth in and ont­
side of the denomination. Financially we might have 
done far worse. Although, considering that a part of the 
aecounts receivahle are a loss, we did not make a profit 
during 1937. However, we can say that by strict economy 
we are breaking even. 

There are a few matters in this connection to which we 
would call Synod's attention. First, we wish to say that 
we have appointed a committee to draw up a lesson sys­
tem for 1938. The committee consists of the following 
members: Dr. H. H. Meeter, Prof. H. Schultze and the 
Rev. J. Vander Ploeg. These hrethren are to work in 
consultation with the editor-in-chief, Rev. Lamberts. The 

,question lingers in our minds, were we correct in our 
action? Synod did not speak specifically on this point. 
In view of the nature and the strategic importance of the 
work of this committee, should not Synod itself make the 
appointment? (See Acts, 1937, Art. 59, 3 and 4, p. 46.) 
Inasmuch as this year is the regular time for the election 
of editors we call the attention of Synod to the nomination 
presented below. 

3. The Psalter-Hyrimal. During the year about 7,000 
copies of the large size were sold. This meant that early 
in the spring of this year the third edition was sold out. 
This necessitated the order for a fourth edition. An 
edition of 5,000 copies has been received of which some 
500 have been sold. In view of the fact that a revised 
compendium is being presented to this Synod and will 
very likely be included in the next edition of the Psalter­
Hymnal, the fourth edition was made a small one. The 
pocket size edition is not selling as well as anticipated. 
There are still some 5000 copies of this size on hand. 

4. Interest in the Banner Correspondence Conrses has 
dwindled and your committee thought it best to let the 
matter rest for the present. 
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V. APPOINTMENTS AND NOMINATIONS 

1. The appointment of Prof. D. H. Kromminga t.o fill 
the vacancy left open by the resignation of Rev. Baker 
calls for approval. 

Your committee calls the attention of Synod to the 
fact that the terms of the following committee members 
expire at this time: Feenstra, Hulst, Kromminga and 
Steigenga. (Four year term) 

2. Your committee presents the following nominations: 
(Acts, 1926, p. 26) 

For editor of De Wachter: Revs. H. Keegstra, D. Zwier 
and J. Bruinooge. 

For editor of The Banner: Revs. H. J. Kuiper, J. Weide­
naar and Prof. H. Schultze. 

For editor of our Sunday School papers: Revs. L. J. 
Lamberts, J. H. Bruinooge and G. Hylkema. 

VI. Yonr committee requests Synod to receive its chair­
man, Mr. J. B. Hulst, as its official spokesman who is ready 
to inform Synod on matters that calI for elucidation. 

Humbly submitted, 
The Publication Committee, 

J. J. STEIGENGA, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT X 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISED TRANS­
LATION OF CANONS OF DORT 

To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE Synod of 1936 passed definitely upon all the ma­
terial for our Psalter-Hymnal with only one excep­

tion. That exception concerned the Canons of Dort. 
The Psalter-Hymnal Committee, though suhmitting to 

that Synod some 44 proposed changes in the text of the 
Canons (changes, by the way, which had already been 
incorporated in the 1934 edition of the Psalter-Hymnal), 
also expressed its conviction that "a thorough revision of 
the translation of this important document would surely 
be in order." It added in that same connection: "We 
suspect that there are more inaccuracies than we dis­
covered. We are sure that the English style might be 
greatly improved." (Agenda, 1936, Part I, p. 35). 

Taking its clue from these remarks, the Advisory Com­
mittee in the matter submitted two alternatives to the 
1936 Synod, viz., "a. That this Synod pass on the work 
performed by the P"alter-Hymnal Committee. b.' That 
Synod appoint a Committee to go over the changes already 
made, and make other improvements and present their 
findings to the next Synod for approvaL" The Advisory 
Committee recommended that Synod follow the second 
conrse of procednre. This advice was adopted by Synod 
and it also did so on the two gronnds advanced by the 
Advisory Committee. These two grounds were: "1. We 
are convinced that the English style throughout might be 
greatly improved. 2. A thorough revision of the transla­
tion of this important document would surely be in 
order." (Acts of Synod 1936, Pl'. 73-74). 

Pursuant to this charge your Committee undertook the 
task of a careful revision of the English translation of the 
Canons. In these labors (not yet completed) we have 
throughout been impressed with the correctness of the 
judgment of earlier committees and Synods as to the 
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inferior character of this English tr'anslation of the 
Canons of Dort. Errors and inaccnracies abonnd. The 
need for a thorongh revision of this translation, which 
(with the exception of the Rejection of Errors, adopted 
by onr Synods of 1910 and 1912) appears to go back either 
to Dr. John H. Livingston or to the Rev. Archibald Laidlie 
and the Collegiate Dutch Church of, New York of the 18th 
century, has not been overstated. Anyone who will lay 
this translation alongside of the Latin original as found 
iu the Acts of the Synod of Dort, or even alongside of the 
present Dutch translation (au excellent one) in use with 
the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands, will'read­
ily be convinced on this score. 

For various reasons your Committee has not yet been 
able ·to complete its task. One of these reasons prompts 
us at this time to come to Synod for advice. In our trans­
lation so far (a large part of which is appended to this 
report) we have proceeded upon the assumption that 
Synod desires a complete and thorough revision of this 
English translation of the Canons. But we can conceive 
that some might read Synod's mandate to us in ,a slightly 
different fashion. One part of our charge speaks of going 

,"over the changes already made, and make other im­
provements," whereas in another part of the charge~i.e., 
in one of its grounds-it says: "A thorough revision of the 
transLation of this important document would surely be 
in order." Not that your Committee is divided in inter­
preting its mandate. We are agreed in reading the charge 
as asking for a complete revision in the light of the 
original.. But the language used in the charge is not en­
tirely free from ambiguity. 

Hence we come to Synod to ask whether this is what 
Synod desires. We herewith append our draft of ,a care· 
fully revised translation of all the articles of the First 
Head of Doctrine for Synod's scrutiny. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Committee for Revised Translation 
of the Canons of Dort, 

. JOHN WEIDENAAR, Chairman. 
WILLIAM HENDRIKSEN 
CLARENCE BOUMA, Secretary. 
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APPENDIX 
(NOTE: This is the proposed translation of the First Chapter.) 

CANONS OF DORT 
FIRST HEAD OF DOCTRINE 

DIVINE PREDESTINATION 
ARTICLE 1 

Whereas in Adam all men have sinned and become worthy of the 
curse and of eternal death. God would have done no injustice to 
anyone, ~f He had .determine,d to leave the entire, human ra.ce under 
sin and the curse and 'to condemn it' on account of sin, a'ccording to 
the words of the Apostle: All the world is exposed to the conde1r/r 
nation of God. Rom. 3: 19. All have sinned and fall short of the 
fJlory of God. Verse 23, and, The wages of sin is death. Rom. 6 :23. 

ARTICLE 2 

But in this the love of God was manifested, that He sent his only 
begotten Son' into the world, that everyone who believeth in Him 
should not perish but have et'ernallife. I John 4:9; John 3:16. 

ARTlICLE 3 

Further, in order that men may be brought to faith, God merci­
fully sends heralds of this most joyful message to whom he Will and 
at what time he will, by whose ministry men are called to 1."epentance 
and faith in Christ crucified. For how slwll they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without r.t 
preacher? And how shall they preach except they be sent? Rom. 10: 
14, 15. 

ARTICLE 4 
Those who do not 'believe this Gospel, upon them remains the 

wrath of God. But those who r-eceive it, and embrace the Havior 
Jesus by a true and living faith, they through him are delivered from 
the wrath of God and fI'om destruction and receiv-e eternal life as a 
free gift. 

ARTICLE 5 

The cause or guilt of this unbelief as well as of all other sins is by 
no means in God, but in man; whereas faith in Jesus Christ and 
I:!alvation through him is the free gift of God, as it is written: 
By grMe have ye been saved through Jaith.; and that not of your­
selves, it is ,the gift of God. Eph. 2:8. Likewise: Freely it has been 
granted to you to bel~ve in Christ. Phil. 1 :2'9. 

ARTICLE] 6 

That some, in time, receive the gift of. faith from God, and others 
do not receive it, this proceeds from his' eternal decree: for all his 
works he knows from eternity. Acts 15:18'; Eph. 1 :11. According to 
which decree he graciously softens the hearts of the elect, however 
.obstinate, and inclines them to believe; but the non-elec~ he leaves in 
just judgment, to their own perversity and obduracy. And here, 
especially, a profound and at the same time merciful and just dis­
.crimination between men equally lost opens itself to us; or that 
decree of election and reprobation, revealed in the Word- of God, which, 
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just as perverse, impure and unstable persons distort it to their own 
destruction, even so to holy and pious souls it affords ineffable con­
solation. 

ARTICLE 7 

But election is the unchangeable purpose of God, by which, before 
the foundations of the world were laid, he has chosen, according to 
the most free good pleasure of his own will, or mere grace, out. of 
the whole human race, fallen by its own fault, from its primeval 
integrity into sin and destruction, (,I, certain number -of persons; I 
neither better nor worthier than others but with them involved in a 
common misery, to salvation in Christ, whom even from eternity he 
has constituted Mediator and Head of aU the elect and the founda­
tion of salvation; and therefore he has decreed to give them unto 

'him to be saved and -effectually to call and draw them to his com­
munion through his Word and S.pirit; that is, he has decreed that he 
himself would give unto them true faith, would justify and sanctify 
them, and having been powerfully guarded in the communion of his 
S.on, would finally glorify them for the demonstration of his mercy 
and for the praise of the riches of his glorious grace; as it is written; 
God has chosen us in Christ before the foundations of the' world were 
laid, that we should be holy and without blame before him, with love; 
having predestinated us unto adoption as sons, through Jesus Ghrist, 
to himself, according to the good pleasure.of his will, to the praise of 
the glory of his grace, wherein he has freely made us accepted to 
himself in that Beloved One. Eph. 1:4, 5, 6. And elsewhere: Whom 
he has predestinated, them he has also called; and whom he has called, 
them he has also justitwd; and whom he has justified, them he' has 
also glorified. Rom. 8:30. .--

ARTICLE 8 

This ele.ction is not manHold, ibut one and the same with respect 
to all who. shall be saved, in the Old and New Testament, seeing that 
the Scri.pture declare,s the good ple-asure, purpose, and counsel of the 
will of God, -by which he has, from eternity, ,chosen us both to grace 
3.:Qd to glory, both to salvation and to -the way of salvation, which 
he has prepared beforehand that we should walk in it. 

ARTICLE 9 

This same election is not made from any foreseen faith, obedience 
of faith, holiness, or any other good quality and disposition, as a 
prerequisite ,cause 'or ,condition in the man who should be elected, but 
unto faith, and unto the obedience of faith, holiness, etc. And, there­
fore, election is the fountain of every saving- benefit; whence faith, 
holiness, and the other salutary gifts, and finally, eternal life, flow 
forth as its fruit and effect, according to that word of the apostle: 
He has chosen us (not because we were but) that we might be holy 
and without blemish before him in love. 

ARTICLE 10 

N.ow the cause- of this gI'atuitous election is the good pleasure of 
God, not consisting in this, that he elected into the condition of 
salvation certain qualities or human actions from all that were 
possible; hut in that, out of the common multitude of sinners, he 
took to himself certain definite ,persons as his peculiar property, 
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according to the Scripture: For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, etc., it is said, (that is, to Re­
becca) the eldeT: shall serve -the younger; e'Ven as it is written, Jacob 
/w,ve I loved, and Esau have I hated. Rom. 9 :11, 12, 13. And, There 
believed as many as were ordained to life eternal. Acts 13 :48. 

ARTICLE 11 
And 'as God himself is most wise, unchangeable, omniscient, and 

omnipresent, so the election made by him can neither be interrupted 
nor changed, recalled or annulled; neither can the elect ,1be ca::;t 
away, nor their number diminished. 

ARTICLE 12 
Of this, his eternal and immut&ble election to salvation, the'-elect, 

in due time, though by various steps and in an unequal measure, are .. 
rendered certain, not indeed by cruriously scrutinizing the deep and 
mysterious things of God, but by observing in themselves, with 
spiritual delight :and holy pleasure, the infallible fruits of election 
described in God's Word, such as true faith in Christ, filial fear of 
God, sorrow for sin, according unto IGod, hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness, etc. 

ARTICLE 13 
From the sense and 'certainty of this ele,ction, the children of God 

daily obtain additional matter for humbling themselves before God, 
for adoring the abyss of his mercies, for purifying themselves, and 
for more ardently rendering returns of love to him who had before 
so greatly loved them. So far are the,y from being rendered by this 
doctrine of election, and the meditation of it, more slothful of 
observing the divine commands, or carnally secure. Wherefore, by 
the just judgment of God it is wont to happen to those who either 
are rashly presuming or idly and frowardly prating about the grac,e 
of election, that they are not willing to walk in the ways of· the elect. 

ARTICLE 14 

But as this doctrine of divine election, in the most wise counsel of 
,God, was predicated \by the prophets, by Christ himself, and by the 
'apostles, under the Old as well as under the New Testament, and 
then committed to the monuments of the sacred 8criptures, so also 
to'day it is to be declared by the Chur,ch 'of God, for which it was 
peculhrly -designed, with a spirit of discretion, in a holy and reli­
gious manner, in its own. place' and time, all curious scrutinizing of 
the ways of the Most High being laid aside; and this to the glory of 
the most holy divine name, and for the vital comfort of his people. 

ARTICLE 15 

What peculiarly tends to illustrate and recommend to us this 
eternal and free grace of our election is this that Holy Scripture, in 
addition, testifies that not all men are elected but that some, on the 
contrary, are-nan-elect; or passed by in the eternal ele'ction of God, 
whom truly God, from most free, just, irrerprehensible, and un-­
changeable good pleasure, de-creed to leave in the ,common misery, 
into which they had, by their OWJ;1 fault, cast themselves, and not to 
besto.w 'On them saving faith and the grace of ,conversion; but having 
been left in their own ways, and under just judgment, at 'length, not 
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only on account of their unbelief, but also on account of all their 
other sins, to condemn and eternally punish them, unto the mani­
festation of his own justice. And this is the decree of reprobation 
which determines that God is in no wise the author of sin (the very 
thought of which is blasphemy) but an awful, irreprehensible, and 
righteous Judge and Avenger. 

ARTICLE 16 
Those who do not as yet feel efficaciously in themselves a lively 

faith in Ghrist or an assured confidence of heart, peace, of conscience, 
an earnest desire for filial obedience, glorying in God through 
Christ, .but who nevertheless make use of the means which God has 
appointed for working these graces in us, ought not to be alarmed 
at the mention of reprobation, nor reckon themselves to be repro­
bate; but diligently to persevere in the use of means, and ardently 
to desire, and reverently and humbly to expect, the period ·of more 
fructifying grace. Much less c,~use to be terrified by the dodrine 
of reprobation have they, who, though they seriously desire to be 
turned_ to God, to please him only, and to be delivered fr,om the 
body of death, ,cannot yet reach that measure of holiness and faith 
to which they H!'lpire; since the merciful -God has pr.omised that he 
will not quench the smoking flax, nor break the bruised reed. But to 

. those this doctrine is justly terrible, namely to those who, forgetful 
of God and of the Savior Jesus Christ, have wholly given themselves 
up to the cares of the world and the pleasures of the flesh, so long 
as they are not seriously converted to God. 

ARTICLE 17 

S~eing that we are to judge of the will of 'God from his Word, 
which testifie·s that the ·children of believers are holy, not indeed by 
nature, but by virtue of the c,ovenant freely bestowed, in which they 
together with the parents are c,omprehended, godfearing parents 
ought not to entertain any doubt concerning the election and salva­
tion of their children, whom God calls out of this life in infancy. 

AR'DICLE 18 
To.- those who murmur against this gllace of gratuitous election, 

and against the' severity of righteous reprobation, we -oppose this 
word of the apostle: 0 man, who art thou that repliest against God? 
Rom. 9 :20, and that of our Savior, Is it not lawful for me to do what 
I will with my own? Matt. 20: 15. But we, on our part, piously ador­
ing these mysteries, exclaim with the apostle: 0 the depths of the 
riches, both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsewrch­
able are his judgments, and his ways past fi:nding out! For who has 
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor? For 
of him, and through him, and unto him are all things. To him be the 
glory forever. Aman. Rom. 11 :33-36. 
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SUPPLEMENT XI 

REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVE OF THE LORD'S DAY 
ALLIANCE OF THE UNITED STATES 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

DEAR BRETHREN IN THE LORD: 

I T gives me great pleasure to submit to you my report 
. as your representative of tbe Lord's nay Alliance of 

the U. S. I trust that you are ,all familiar with the char­
acter and the aims of this organization. In the last Annnal 
report of the General Secretary, Dr. H. L. Bowllly, he 
said: "The Lord's Day Alliance of the U. S. is commis­
sioned by the churches to do battle against the enemies 
of the Lord's Day; the day which gnarantees the security 
of an open sanctuary, which day in fact is the guardian 
angel of the Christian religion." For fifty years this 
organization, as the agency of the Protestant Churches 
in the U. S. has v,al1antly carried on this warfare. This 
year marks its Golden Anniversary. 

This past year has been remarkable in different ways. 
In the midst of the economic depression, the organization 
has received more support from the churches than last 
year. May this not be construed as an indication that the 
churches are turning more to the spiritual interests? At 
any rate, the churches have revealed a renewed interest 
in the work of the Lord's Day Alliance. 

Another important and remarkable sign in this organ­
ization is the courage of its leaders to inaugnrate ,a five 
yeHr forward movement. In connection with its fiftieth 
anniversary the Board has made plans to begin an in­
tensive campaign for a period of the next five years which 
will require the co-operation of all the Protestant churches 
in the U. S. The plan includes a perfected organization 
in all the states of the Union; the employment of devoted 
and able men in every state to carryon the propaganda 
for the consecration of the Lord's Day; the raising and 
expenditure of the sum of $250,000 during the next five 
years. The undersigned has been appointed chairman 
of this Golden Jubilee Campaign Committee. This com-
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mittee must devise ways and means to raise the above 
amount and work out the plans of the Forward Movement. 
An undertaking of this kind, and in these days, is an in­
dication of courage and faith in the Lord's oause.. A be­
ginning has been made to secure 250 iudividuals, who 
will sponsor the movement to the extent of paying one 
hundred dollars each. I am happy to say that several 
of our Christian Reformed people have joined this group 
of sponson. 

The Alliance gratefully ackuowledges the splendid sup­
port of the Christian Reformed Church. During the past 
year between 700 and 800 dollars has been contributed by 
our denomination. I hope and pray that Synod will re­
new its pledge to support this great cause, morally as well 
as financially. May I suggest that in connection with its 
Goldeu Jubilee, Synod recommend to all our churches to 
take up one special collection for this oause during this 
year? ' . 

With the co-operation of the Christian people, the 
Alliance will go. forward with courage and renewed 
efforts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. J. HIEMENGA. 

Patersou, N. J., June 4, 1938. 
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SUPPLEMENT XII-a 

EMERITUS FUND OF THE CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

WM. K. BAREMAN, Treasurer 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, April 8, 1938. 

MR. HENRY HEKMAN, President, 
.Emeritus Fund of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

SIR: 
As requested, I have made an audit of the books of Mr. 

Wm. K. Baremim, Treasurer, for the year ending Decem­
ber 31, 1937, and attach hereto Statement of Receipts and 
Disbursements for the yeftr, and Statement of funds on 
hand at the end of the year, which, together with sundry 
schedules pertaining thereto, were prepared from the 
books. The total receipts, added to the balances re­
ported a year ago, minus the disbursements for the year,. 
produce the balances required to be on hand at the end 
of the year. 

The account with the State Commercial and Savings 
Ba.nk of Zeeland, Mich., was reconciled and the balance 
at the end of the year agreed with the ledger acconnt. 
Certificates· of Deposit, Savings Accounts, U. S. Savings 
Bonds, and Participating Certificates covering assets of 
the First State Bank of Holland, Michigan, were verified 
and agreed with the book accounts. The total of all of 
these agreed with the total of the balances required as 
above stated: 

It was found that during the year a second five thousand 
dollars was invested in U. S. Savings Bonds, making a 
total of $10,000.00 invested in that kind of security. All 
of the bonds were seen and agreed; no interest is accrued 
as yet thereon. 

As requested by you, division was made on the books 
between current fund assets and capital fund assets. 
Ledger accounts were opened to bring this about. Adjust­
ment was made in the amount at which the Participating 
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Certificates are carried. This is done in order to more 
truly reflect the present value of these certificates, which 
is believed to be about 30 per cent of the original value. 
They are shown at this figure in the Statement of funds. 
On the books they are shown at face value in one account, 
while a Reserve for possible loss, and being the differ­
ence between the two values, is shown in a separate 
account. The result is the same and it is done in this 
manner in order that the face value is not lost track of, 
and will simplify the accounting later on. 

Much progress was made in showing the arrears due 
from the various churches in the different Classes. Due 
to incomplete data, the accounts shown on the Treasurer's 
books are not certified to; it is expected that by the end 
of another year accurate figures may be made part of 
the report. 

The books were in good shape; it is noted that with, 
the laying on of the individual church accounts, and the 
creating of new Classes, considerable more work is re­
quired in the line of bookkeeping. 
T~anking you for giving me this opportunity to be of 

serVIce, I am 
Respectfully, 

(signed) WILLIAM P. DREYER, Public Accountant. 

STATEMENT OF FUNDS ON HAND DECEMBER 31, 1937 

Item Current 
. On deposit with State Com'l & 

Savings Bank, Zeeland, Mich.: 
In Checking Account .... __ .. ________ .. $ 8,143.57 
In Savings Account. _____ ........ _____ _ 
Certificates of Deposit _______ ...... . 

Invested ih U. S. Savings Bonds ..... . 

Capital 

$ 2,233.90 
4,000.00 

10,012.50 

Combined 

---, 
Total liquid funds ...................... $ 8,143.5i $16,246.40 $24,389.97 

Other Funds: 
Participating Certificates cov­

ering Assets of First State 
Bank, Holland, face value 
$5,503.22, less adjustment to 
estimated present value ________ . ___ . ___ . _____ . __ . 2,044.18 2,044.18 

Total Funds ...................... $ 8,143.57 $18,290.58 $26,434.15 
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Capital Funds, received to date: 
From Lubbers Estate._. ____________ . 
From W m. Van Agthoven Est. 

$ 1,500.00 
23,800.00 

Total.................................. $25,300.00 
I certify that I have audited the books of Mr. Wm. K. Bareman, 

Treasurer of the' Emeritus Fund of the Christian Reformed Church, 
for the year ending December 31, 1937, and that the foregoing State­
ment of Receipts and Disbursements and Statement of Funds have 
been prepared, therefrom and are correct and in agreement therewith. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WILLIAM P. DREYER, 

Public Accountant. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, April 8, 1938. 

P. S. The balance of $8,143.57 in the Current or General Fund 
includes $2,425.02 received from churches in arrearage to this Fund. 
This money according to Synodical decision should be credited to the 
Capital Fund. As the first months of the year are always the lean 
months, and the balance in the Current or General Fund w:as rather 
small, this arrearage money is temporarily credited to this Fund. It 
should be noted that if tMs had not been done there would have been 
a deficit in the Current Fund. 
Total disbursements in the year 1937 ....................................... $38,859.23 
Total Receipts, without arrearage money ........... ,._ ................... 38',180.61 

Deficit ................................................................................... " ..... : ..... $ 678.62 

. It should be further noted that the Capital Fund should have, 
$27,725.02, this is the above $25,300 plus the arrearage money 
$2,425.02. 

The Capital Fund contains .......................................................... $18,290.58 
Deficit ................................................................................................ 9,434.44 
this has been loaned to the Current Fund, and is being used because· 
of necessity. 

CONDENSED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSE­
MENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1937 

Item Current Capital Combined 

RECEIPTS 

Remittances from Classes .................. $4'0,378.28 
Individual Gifts -__................................... 146.00 
Interest ............. _ ... _.............................. 81.33 
From Wm. Van Agthoven Estate .... $ 3,800.00 

Total Receipts .................... $40,605.63 $ 3,800.00 $44,405.6& 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

To Beneficiaries: 
Ministers ................ $20,858.34 
Others """"",,""",,., 17,575.00 

Expenses: 
Printing, Stationery, 

Box Rent, Profes-
sional Services .. _____ _ 

Fidelity Insurance ___ _ 
Compensation, Treas. 
Compensation, See'y 
Secretary's Expenses 
Exp., Board Members 

73.94 
25.00 

150.00 
100.00 

30.00 
46.95 

$38,433.34 

--- $ 425.89 

rotal Disbursemertts .. __ .... $38,859.25 
Receipts exceed Disbursements by ____ $ 1,746.40 
Apply balances as brought forward 

from pee. 31, 1936""""""""""""" 6,397.17 

Balances D~c. 31, 1937""""""""."".$ 8,143.57 
Less: Adjustment in amount at 

which Participating Certificates 
covering Assets of First State 
Bank, Holland, are carried on 
books - face value - to present 
value (which is estimated to be 
30 % of said face value, allowing 
for 10 % dividend received early 
in 1938) ''''''''''''"""".""""""""".""" 

---

301 

$38,859.25 
$ 3,800.00 $ 5,546.40 

17,949.62 24,346.79 

$21,749.62 $29,893.19 

$ 3,459.04 $ 3,459.04 

Dec. 31, 1937-Adjusted Balances",,$ 8,143.57 $18,290.58 $26,434.15 



Schedule K. COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REMITTANCES FROM CLASSIS; YEARS 1937 WHH 1936. 

Assessed Received Amt. over Short of Received Increase Decrease Arrears 

Classis for 1937 in 1937 Assessment Assessment in 1936 over 1936 over 1936 12/31/37 

a b d 9 " 
II: California --------------$ 828.80 $ 916.74 $ 87.94 -------- $ 975.67 -------- $ 58.93 $ 115.02 

U Ostfriesland ------------ 1,046.40 1,015.00 -------- $ 31.4.0 9.06.47 $ 1.08.53 958.95 

"' " Grand Rapids East _____ 4,769.6.0 5,.067.62 298 . .02 5,367.46 -------- 299.84 1,.038.29 
II: Grand Rapids South ____________ 2,.019.88 

U --------- -------- -------- --------- --------
Grand Rapids West _..: ___ 5,755.20 6,372.7.0 617.5.0 6,3.04.97 67.73 2,216.59 

Q 

"' Hackensack ------------ 1,.068.8.0 1,.083.2.0 14.4.0 1,212.2.0 -------- 129 . .0.0 ---------:;: !:rolland ________________ 3,129.60 3,254.31 124.71 3,886.2.0 -------- 631.89 47.0.42 

"' 0 Hudson ________________ 2,452.8.0 3,.01.0.29 557.49 -------- 2,418.18 592.11 

'" "' 11linois ---------------- 4,686.40 5,825.87 1,139.47 3,484.58 2,341.29 4,667.87 
0:; KalaHlazoo 857.9.0 ------------- -------- --------- -------- --------- --------
Z 

""' 
"i\linnesota ______________________ --------- -------- --------- -------- 3,248.18 

;:: Muskegon -------------- 3,267.2.0 3,493.17 225.97 4,253.77 -------- 76.0.6.0 827.2.0 
en Cnange City ____________ 3,.014.4.0 2,356.26 558.14 2,555.22 198.96 1,847.21 

" 
-------- --------

II: 
Pacific _________________ 1,616 . .0.0 1,4.0.1.49 -------- 214.51 1.687.52 -------- 286 . .03 3,388.46 

U Pella ----------------- 1,868.8.0 1,72.0.74 -------- 148 . .06 1,598.43 122.31 2,.o69.8~ 

Sioux Center ________ .:. __ 2,.049.6.0 598.42 -------- 1,451.18 1,141.44 -------- 543 . .02 6,256.41 

\Viscollsin -------------- 1,155.20 1,259.59 1.04.39 1,436.93 -------- 177.34 357.47 
Zeelund ________________ 2,464 . .0.0 3,.0.02.88 538.88 3,6.08.82 -------- 6.05.94 846.~4 

'l'OTALS . ______________ $39, 172 .. 8.0 $4.0,378.28 $1,2.05.48 $,tQ,837.86 -------- $459.58 $31,185.80 

'" 0 ,., 
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PAYMENTS TO BENEFICIARIES FOR 1937; COMPARATIVE 
WITH 1936. 

Schedule 2. Payments to Minis'ters. 

Amt. paid Amt. paid Increa..se Decrease 
Name of Beneficiary in 1937 in 1936 over '36 over '36 

1 Rev. H. Ahuis ............ $ 600.00 $ 600.00 ......... -._--_. ..... __ ... __ . __ . 

.2 Rev. H. C. Bode. _________ 270.84 .......... -....... 270.84 ......... -.. _---
3 Rev. M. Borduin .. ______ 650.00 650.00 ... _------.---.. -----_ ... -...... 
4 Rev. S. Bouma . _______ 0. 650.00 650.00 .......... _----- •• _____ •• ___ ••• r 

5 Rev. T. De Boer .. ________ 175.00 -... -... _-_._-.... 175.00 -_ ..... __ .. _----
6 Rev. P. W. De Jonge 850.00 800.00 50.00 -------------_ .. 
7 Rev. H. J. De Vries .. 133.34 ... _-----.---... _- 133.34 . __ .. _-_ ...... -. 
8 Rev. R. Diephuis ........ 700.00 --.-. __ . __ .. _----. 700.00 .... _---.""---
9 Rev. J. J. Dyk. ......... 850.00 850.00 ............ _--. ---_._-_.- ... _--

10 Rev. B. H. Einink __ . __ 800.00 700.00 100.00 __ • •••••• ••• ••• r 

11 Rev. H. Fryling .......... 700.00 700.00 ................ ............... r 

12 Rev. J. A. Gerritsen .... 600.00 600.00 ................ 
13 Rev. A. Guikema ........ 700.00 700.00 ................ •• ........ • .... r 

14 Rev. J. Gulker ............ 550.00 550.00 ................ ................ 
15 Rev. J. B. Hoekstra .... 600.00 600.00 ................ ................ 
16 Rev. J. Homan ............ 379.16 .................. 379.16 ................ 
17 Rev. P. Jonker, Sr ..... 550.00 550.00 ................ 

••••••·••••• .. ·r 

18 Rev. H. Kamps ............ 550.00 550.00 ................ ................ 
19 Rev. J. Keizer ............ 500.00 525.00 25.00 
20 Rev. W. Kole .............. 650.00 600.00 50.00 ................ 
21 Rev. D. J. Meyer ...... 600.00 600.00 ................ 
22 Rev. J. A. Rottier ...... 800.00 800.00 ............ - ... ................ 
23 Rev. J. Rozendal ........ 650.00 650.00 ................ 
24 Rev. F. Schuurmann .. 600.00 600.00 ................ ................ 
25 Rev. J. Timmerman .... 600.00 600.00 ................ ................ 
26 Rev. L. Trap ............. _. 291.67 291.67 ................ 
27 *Rev. J. B. v. d. Hoek 450.00 600.00 150.00 
28 Rev. W. v. d. Kieft .... 800.00 66.67 733.33 
29 Rev. W. n.v. d. Werp 408.33 .................. 408.33 ................ 
30 Rev. E. Van Korlaar 800.00 850.00 ................ 50.0!} 
31 Rev. Theo Van Loo .... 600.00 600.00 ................ ................ 
32 Rev. J. O. Vos ............ 600.00 600.00 ................ 
33 Rev. G. Westenberg .... 600.00 600.00 ................ ................ 
34 Rev. J. A. Westervelt 600.00 600.00 ................ ................ 
35 "'Rev. J. Wyngaarden ................ 400.00 ................ 400.00 
36 Rev. L. ypma .............. 600.00 587.50 12.50 ................ 

Totals .................. $20,458.34 $17,779.17 $2,679.17 

* Deceased. 
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PAYMENTS TO BENEFICIARIES FOR 1937; COMPARATIVE 
WITH 1936. 

Schedule 3. Payments to Others. 

Alnt. paid Amt. paid Increase Decrease 
Name of Beneficiary in 1937 in 1936 over '36 over '36 

1 Mrs. C. Bode .............. $ 400.00 $ 400.00 .. _--_ ...... ---- ..... __ ......... 
2 Mrs. Elizabeth Bosma 300.00 300.00 --.•............ ....... --_._----
3 Mrs. Anna Breen. _____ 500.00 450.00 50.00 ........... --_ .. 
4 Mrs. Hattie Brink ... 225.00 '300.00 .,._ ..... -...... 75.00 
5 Mrs. L. P. Brink. ....... 750.00 250.00 500.00 ........ _---.... 
6 Mrs. J,ennie Dekker. ___ 400.00 400.00 -'.-----_ .. _---- _._------_._._--
7 ··Mrs. N. Fokkens ....... _ 700.00 700.00 '---... ,"'--'" ----_ ........... 
8 Mrs. O. Gelderloos .... __ 700.00 700.00 .- ..... -- ... ---- .............. _-
9 Mrs. Flor;l Groen. _____ ---.... _-_ ...... 500.00 ... --_ .... __ .... 500.00 

10 Mrs . .susan Gruessing 500.00 500.00 ................ -_ .............. 
11 Mrs. Hattie Haarsma 500.00 500.00 ................ ... _ .....•...... 
12 Mrs. C. Haveman ...... 650.00 650.00 ..............•. ................ 
13 Mrs. G. Heeres., ...... ~. 200.00 200.00 ................ ................ 
14 Mrs. Cora Heynen .... 450.00 450.00 ................ .............•.. 
15 Mrs. W. Hoefker ...... 400.00 400.00 ................ .....•.......... 
16 Mrs. N· Hoekenga ...... 600.00 600.00 ........... _ .... ................ 
17 Mrs. Sarah Jonkman 400.00 400.00 ................ ................ 
18 Mrs. A. K€Pze:I' ........ 400.00 400;00 •............... ................ 
19 Mrs. Emma Kuipers .. 750.00 750.00 ................ ................ 
20 Mrs. A. W. Meyer .... 150.00 150.00 ................ ................ 
21 Mrs. M. Plesscher ...... 300.00 300.00 ................ ................ 
22 Mrs. K. Poppen ....... ,_. 400.00 625.00 ................ 225.00 
23 Mrs. Anna Post.. .. __ .... 300.00 300.00 ................ ... _ ........... -
24 Mrs. Jacoba Robbert .. 500.00 500.00 ................ ................ 
25 Mrs. Anna Schultz .... 200.00 200.00 " .. --."""'" ................ 
26 Mrs. H. H. Schultz .... 87.50 ... -- ............. 87.50 
27 Mrs. Mary Stuart ...... 500.00 500.00 ................ .............. _. 
28 Mrs. Cora Steen .. ' ..... 500.00 500.00 _ ............... .............. _. 
29 Mrs. Jennie Temple .. 450.00 450.00 ......... --..... . .. _.--._ ... _ ... 
30 Mrs. Helen Tuls._ ...... 600.00 600.00 ................ ................ 
31 Mrs. Grace D. Tuuk 500.00 450.00 50.00 . __ ............. 
32 Mrs. G. v. d. Heide .. __ 400.00 400.00 . ............... ................ 
33 Mrs. M. v.,d. Heide .. 400.00 400.00 ......... _ ...... ................ 
34 Mrs. J. B. v. d. Hoek 137.50 •................. 137.50 . ...... _ .... _ ... 
35 Mrs. R. v. d. Kieft .. 400.00 400.00 ._ .............. ................ 
36 Mrs. H. v. d. Ploeg .. 450.00 450.00 " .............. ... _ ..... _ ...... 
37 Mrs. J. L. v. Tielen_ .. _ ... 200.00 . ............... 200.00 
38 Mrs. B. Van Vliet.. .. 350.00 350.00 .............. -. ._ .. _ .......... 

39 Mrs. E. Vissia: .. _ .... _ ... 400.00 400.00 .' .............. 
40 Mrs. Sarah Voss ........ 750.00 437.50 312.50 ................ 
41 Mrs. E. Weidenaar .... 400.00 400.00 ....... ,_ ....... ............. _ .. 
42 Mrs. Aleida Yff .......... 500.00 500.00 ................ ................ 
43 Mrs. E. Zwaagman .... 475.00 425.00 50.00 -_ ............. 

Totals ................ $17,975.00 $17,787.50 $ 187.50 
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EMERITUS FUND - SECRETARY'S REPORT 

To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHReN: 

The following is a list of the beneficiaries of the 
Emeritus/Fund, of the allowances recommended by the 
original consistories and Classes and by the present. con­
sistories and Classes, and of the allowances, granted at 
the present time and recommended to the Synod by the 
Emeritus Board: 

Allowances Recommended By Present 
Consistory Classis Board Allowance 

Name Present Or~nal Present Original 

Ahuis -------------$ 600 $ 600 $ 600 $ 600 $ 600 $ 600 
Borduin ----------- 800 700 800 700 700 700 
Bloom ------------ 10'00 10'0'0 100'0 10'0'0 
Bode ------------- 800 700 800 700 7,00' 700 
Bouma ------------ 750 750 750 700 700 
Brink ------------ 600 600 600 600 600 not yet given 
D, BOl1r ---------- 700 700 700 700 700 700 
De Haan ---------- 700 700 700 700 650. 650 
D(, Jonge ---------- 9"0'0 800 800 800 800 
Diephitis ---------- 800 800 650 '650' 
Dyk -------------- 950 950 800 800 
Einink _ .. _--------- 800 800 750' 750 
Fryling ------------ 750 760 750 750 
Gerritsen ---------- 650 650 650 650 650 650 
Guikema· ---------- 700 700 700 700 700 700 
Gull!;er ------------ 600 600 600 600 600 60'0. 
Hoekst,ra ---------- 700 700 700 700 650 650 
Homan ----,-------- 700 700 700 650 65,0' 
Jonkel" ------------ 550 550 550 550 550 550 
Kamps ------------ 600 600 600 600 
Keiser ------------ 550 550 550 550 
Kole -------------- 800 800 7-00 700 
ME'yer ----,-------- 650 700 700 650 650 
Rottie!" ------------ 800 800 800 800 
Schullrmann ------- 600 600 600 600 600 
Steenland --------- 850 850 850 850 
Timmermann ------- 600 600 600 600 550 .'550 
Trap -------------- 1000 1000 700 700 
YandeKieft -------- 600 800 800 800 800 
Vanderwerp -------- 700 700 800 650 650 
Van K ol'laar ------- 9-00 900 850 850 
Van Loo ---------- 600 600 600 600 
Westen1)e!'g -------- 700 700 "(00 ' 700 650 650 
'Vestervelt --------- 600 600 600 600 500 500 
Ypma ------------- 700 700 600 600 600 
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Allowances Recommended By Present 
Consistory Classis Board Allowance. 

Name Present Original Present Original 

Bode, Mrs. -------- 425 425 425 400 400 
Bosma, Mrs. 300 300 300 300 
Breen, Mrs. -------- 500 plus 500 plus, 

100 bonus 100 bonus 500 500 
Brink, Mrs. A, ----- 250 250 
Brink, Mrs. L. ----- 750 750 approved 750 750 
Dekker, Mrs. ------ 450 450 400 ·400 
De Vries, Mrs. SOO CInEsis approved 800 before 

death of Rev. De Vries 600 600 
Fokkens, Mrs. 800 800 700 700 700 
Gelde,rloos, Mrs. ---- 700 700 700 
Gl'uessing, Mrs. ---- 600 600 600 600 500 500 
Haarsma, Mm, ----- 650 650 650 650 550 550 
Havema~, Mrs. ---- 800 800 800 650 650 
Heeres, Mrs. ------- 200 200 200 200 200 200 
Heynen, Mrs. ------ 450 450 450 450 450 
Hoefker, Mrs. ------ 450 500 450 450 400 400. 
Hoekenga, Mrs. ---- 600 600 600 600 600 
Jonkman, Mrs. ----- 400 400 400 400 
Keizer, Mrs. ------- 400 400 400 400 400 
Kuipers, Ml'S. ------ 750 750 750 750 
Meyers, Mrs. ------ 150 150 150 150 150 
Plesscher, Mrs. --'-- 250 300 250 250 250 250 
Poppen, Mrs. ------ 450 450 400 400 
Post, Mrs. --------- 350 350 350 
Robbert, Mrs. ------ 550 550 550 550, 
Schultz', Mrs. Anna-__ 200 200 200 200 200 200 
Schultz, Mrs. Tracy __ approved 500 approved 500 350 350 
Steen, Mrs. -------...: 600 600 550 550 
Stuart, Mrs. ------- 600 600 500 500 
Temple, Mrs. ------ 500 500 500 500 500 500 
Tuls, Mrs. --------- 600 600 600 600, 
Tuuk, Mrs. -------- 500 500 500 450 450 
Vande Kieft, Mrs. -- 400 400 400 400 
Vanden Hoek, Mrs. __ 600 600 500 500 
Vander Heide, Mrs.M. 400 400 400 400 400 400 
Vander Heide, Mrs. S'. 600 600 600 400 400 
Vander Ploeg, Mrs. __ 450 450 450 450 450, 
Van Vliet; Mrs. ---- 350 350 350 350 350 350 
Vissia, Mrs. ------- 400 400 400 400 
Voss, Mrs. -------- 750 750 750 700 700 
Weidenaar, Mrs. ---- 400 400 400 400 
Yff, Mrs. ---------- 500 500 500 500 500 500 
~waagman, Mrs. 400. 400 400 400' 

Total allo,yances being disbursed at present time ___________________ $40,650.0(} 

To this should b, added allowances for Bloem, Brink, Steenland, 
approximately -- ------------------ -.--------- - -------------- 2,250.00' 

Administration exponse, approximately ---------------------------- 450.00 

Total needed __________________________________________________ $43,350.0!} 

Total amount that can be expected of 24,991 families, 
assessment $1.75 per fl1lllily ________ ..:.' _______________________ $43 .. 734.2&. 
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We remind the Synod of two things: 
(a) As far as our records show the Church has fallen 

short of the assessment every year. 
(b) We can";ot expect the number of beneficiaries to 

decrease as the list is growing from ye,ar to year. 
We would like to request the Synod to consider iucreas­

ing the allowance but dare not due to present fiuancial 
conditions. However, should the receipts be inadequate, 
should we draw on the Capital Fund or make cuts in the 
,allowances? 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. O. BOUWSMA, Secretary. 



308 . CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

SUPPLEMENTXII-b 

EMERITUS BOARD REPORT 

To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

THE Board appointed to administer the Emeritus Fund 
is constituted as follows: Mr. H. Hekman. President; 

Mr. G. D. Vanderwerp, Vice-President; Rev. J. O. 
Bouwsma, Secretary; Mr. W, K. Bareman, Treasurer; and 
Rev. R. T. Bos, Vice Secretary-Treasurer. 

Again the past year the beneficiaries co-operated splen­
didly with us to enable us to secure particulars concern­
ing their physical and financial conditions. In accord­
ance with Synodical instructions we have secured infor­
mation ahout all the beneficiaries. This information can 
be presented to your honorable body. 

The number of beneficiaries has been growing. It has 
never. been as large as it is this year. There are 75 
emerita ted ministers and widows receiving allowances. 

Requests for aid were received since the last Synod of: 
Classis Grand Rapids East, for Rev. T. De Boer, who 

was granted emeritation because of ill health. His sup­
port began Oct. 1, 1937. Aid of $700 per annum was 
recommended. 

Classis Hndson, for Mrs. H. H. Schnltz, whose husband, 
Rev. H. H. Schultz, was taken away. Her support began 
July 1, 1937 .. Aid of $500 per annum was recommended. 

Classis California, for Rev. H. J. De Vries, who was' 
granted emeritation because of hardening of the arteries 
and high blood pressure. His support began Nov. 1, 1937. 
Aid of $800 per annum with $200 extra allowance Jor one 
year was recommended. (This brother died April 9. New 
arrangements will now be needed.) 

. Classis Grand Rapids West, for Rev. J. De Haan, Sr., 
who was granted emeritation because of old age, having 
entered upon the forty-eighth year of ,·ervice in Christ's 
Kingdom. His support began May 1, 1938. Aid of $700 
per annum was recommended. 
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Classis California, for Rev .. J. W. Brink,. who was 
granted emeritation because of advanced age. Aid of 
$600 per anuum was recommended. His support will be­

,gin when he leaves his poston the Miss,ion Field. 
We gratefully inform Synod that Rev. J. R. Rozendal 

has recovered his health. He is engaged in Hebrew Mis­
sion work in Paterson, N. J. His allowance ceased Jan. 1, 
1938. We have been requested to submit the following 
letter to Synod: 
"Esteemed Brethren: 

HI hereby express our heart's gratitude for the financial support 
given us from the Emeritus Fund during our illness. Also for .the 
kind and generous support given us while awaiting a call.* 

"Under God's Providence we are again active in bringing the Word 
of God, this time, in the capacity of Mis,sionary to the Jewish peop~e 
in Paterson, N. J. 
, "It is our, prayer that God may 'Use us to be a blessing unto the 

Jews by bringing to them the only Savior. 
"Wishing you the guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit in all 

you,r sessions and deliberations and decisions. 
"I am gratefully yours, your brother in Christ, 

J. R. ROZENDAL AND FAMILY"r 

The following beneficiaries of the Fund pas'sed to their 
reward since the last Synod: Rev. J. O. Vos, Rev. J. B. 
Vanden Hoek, and Mrs. J. Timmermann. 

It has been our earnest endeavor to administer and 
disburse the funds wisely and equitably. A complete re" 
port of all receipts, disbursements and present assets, 
certified by a Public Accountant, will be made available 
for every Synodical delegate. 

The list of the beneficiaries of this Fund, of the allow­
ances recommended by consistories and classes, of the 
allowances received by the beneficiaries and of the 
recommendations by us will be given to all the delegates 
to Synod. " 

We humbly request Synod to take special cognizance 
of the following: , .. 

(1) We have informed the beneficiaries of the synodi­
cal decision that they must renew application for aid this 
synodical year. In accordance with the decision of the 
Synod· of 1930: "Every synodical year the consistories 
shall state what is, needed for the support of the emeriti, 
widows and orphans under their supervision" and with 
"The Rules for the Administration of the Emeritus 

* He was given "wachtgeld" for a. few months, 
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Fund": "Every Classis determines, subject to the ap­
proval of Synod, the amount to be disbursed to those per­
sons by it emeritated or that have become widows or . 

. orphans," and whereas the Synod of 1936 rejected the' 
advice "to declare that henceforth the recommendation 
of preseut consistory and classis only should be secured," 
we asked the beneficiaries again to apply for recom­
mendations of allowances with their present consistory 
.and of the consistory which originally granted emerita­
lion, and of classes. 

This necessitates much corres'pondence, also much in~ 
convenience. A large number of beneficiaries cannot 
understand why they must coptact a consistory or classis 

, under whose supervision they no longer resort and a large 
number of consistories regard it as uilllecessary to pass 
en the allowance of a person who has moved away. This 
procedure also causes confusion. It cannot be followed 
in some cases. Because of these matters we ask Synod 
to consider the following: The consistory nnder whose 
supervision the beneficiary resorts after having consnlted 
the original consistory recommends to the present classis 
what aid should be given. and,the classis makes report to 
the Synod. 

(2) The number of beneficiaries has never been as 
large as at present. There is a gradual increase from 
year to year, The balance which was on hand Jan. 1, 
1938, was very small. Our receipts have been faIling off 
siuce the first of the year, The allowauces have been aud 
are low, too low, for they have been cut to the bone. The 
Synod of 1937 increased the asseS9ment aud also increased 
some allowances. However, we have been forced to do, 
what we dislike to do, make some cnts, for. were we to 
receive the full assessinent from all OUr churches, we 
would not be able to pay, with that money, full allow­
auces. Fortunately we have wme funds in the Capital 
Fund, the interest of which is to be used for the benefit 
of the Emeriti and the principle when a grave emergency 
arises. Should we make further cuts or should we draw 
on the Capital Fund, should our receipts be inadequate 
or should the assessment be increased? 

(3) The term of appointment of Rev. R. T. Bas, of Mr. 
W. K. Bareman, and of Rev. J. O. Bouwsma expires. The 
Synod should appoint three members and three alternates. 

Respectfully submitted, 
By order of the Emeritus Board, 

J. 0: BOUWSMA, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT XII·c 

REPORT OF THE EMERITUS FUND COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of 1938. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE Synod of 1932 decided that "The Support of the 
Emeriti, Ministers, their widows and orphans, found· 

ed upouthe Word of God, and prescribed iu Art. 13 C. 0., ' 
is not a matter of charity, hut is the right of the parties 
named and the duty of the churches as a whole." (Acts 
.of Synod 1932, p. 49), The Synod of 1934 decided that 
"the clergy shall he asked to contrihute to the Emeritus 
Fund according to a fixed scale." (Acts of Synod 1934, 
p. 166). Your Committee was appointed hy the Synod 
of 1936 to present a plan which shall include hoth ele· 
ments (Acts of Synod 1936, p. 66). We hereby submit this 
plan to you. 

Rules for the Pension and Relief Funds of the Christian 
Reformed Church of America 

ARTICLE 1 
For the execution of Article 13 of the Church Order, the Christian 

Reformed Church -of America shall maintain a Pension Fund and. a -
Relief Fund from which emeritated'ministers and widows and orphans 
Df ministers shall receive aid as hereinafter stipulated. 

ARTICLE 2 
The administration of these funds shall be in charge of a committee 

,of five' persons appointed by the Syp-od of the Christian Reformed 
Church of America. This committee shall be composed of two min­
isters and three other office-bearers or former office-bearers. It shall 
be incorporated as the Board of the Emeritus Fund of the Christian 
Reformed' Church of America. Synod shall appoint, in every even­
numbered year, alternately, three and two members. Members who 
.are functioning may be re-elected. An alternate shaJI be appointed 
for each member. . 

ARTICLE 3 
The duties of the Emeritus Board shall be as follow/:>; 
a. It shall elect' its own officers. 
b. It shall receive and' 'administrate all moneys contributed for the 

Pension Fund and Relief 'Fund, and shall disburse them in '"ac­
cordance with these rules an.d further decisions of Synod. 
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c. It shall give a full report of its activities to Synod. 
d. It shall submit to Synod a budget for the ensuing year. 
e. It shall bond its treasurer for the sum of $10,000 and shall have 

his books audited by a competent accountant. 
f. It shall have authority to gather all the necessary data from the­

churches and from the ministers for the administration of these 
funds. 

ARTICLE 4 
The Pension Fund shall be maintained by contributions from the 

churches arid from the ministers as follows: 
a. Synod shall determin'e from time to time what each ch~rch shall 

contribute proportionate to the number of its families. 
h. These contributions from the churches' shall be sent to the treas­

urer of the Board in quarterly payme'nts. 
c. All ministers desiring for themselves and for their widO\'~ls and 

orphans the benefits of this fund shall contribute annually 3% 
of their salary. The consistory will deduct this amount from 
the salary of the minister and send it quarterly to the treasurer 
of the Board. 

d. As all ministers do not receive separate auto allowance, the 
ministers who do receive such, shall add it to their safary in 
order to compute the amount to be paid. Those who receive more 
than $200.00 allowance due to the special needs of their work, 
such as missionaries and others, shall not be called upon to add 
more than $200.00 of the allowance to the salary. 

ARTICLE 5 
The Pension Fund shall be disbursed as follows: 
a. All ministers who have served the Christian Reformed Church 

of America ten years or more, shall, upon emeritation, receive 
as an annual pension, two-fifths of the average annual salary of 
the ministers in the Christian Reformed Church. 

b. When an emeritated minister is officially_ declared eligible to en­
tertain a call from the churches, his penson shall cease not later 
than one year from that date. 

c. AU widows of ministers who have served the Christian Re­
formed Church of America ten years or more and who. them­
selves have served in the manse, shall receive as an annual pen­
sion one-third of the average salary of ministers of the Christian 
Reformed Church. Upon re-marriage their pension shall cease. 

d. Orphans of ministers who have served the Christian Reformed 
Church of America ten years or more, shall receive an annual 
pension of $75.00 until their eighteenth birthday, ,unless phys­
ically or mentally incapacitated; in which case their pension 
shall be -continued. However, orphans of one family shall never 
receive together more pension than that to which their mother 
would have been entitled. 

ARTICLE 6 
A Relief Fund for those emeritated .ministers, widows, and orphans. 

who, because of special circumstances, need more than the allotted 
pensions, shall be maintained and administered as follows:· . 
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a. This fund shall be maintained by free-will offerings of the 
churches. The Board shall keep the churches informed as to· 
the needs of this fund. 

h. Any recipient of the above pensions, if special circumstances, 
warrant it, may apply for aid to this fund. This appplication,. 
to be made on a blank provided by the Board, shall state reason 
for and extent of need, and shall have the approval of the con­
sistory of the applicant. Upon receipt of such application duly 
filled in and approved, the Board shall grant such aid, subject to 
the approval of Synod; as it deems necessary. Application for 
aid from this fund must be renewed at the beginning of every 
fiscal year with the approval of the applicant's consistory . 

. c. The total pension and relief granted shall never exceed two-­
thirds of the average .salary of the ministers of the Christian 
Reformed Church of America. 

d. Lack of personal means shall be the primary basis upon which 
application for aid from this fund can be granted. 

e. The payments from this fund shall be reported to the advisory 
committee of Synod, and, if Synod desires, to the Synod itself in 
executive session. These payments shall receive no further 
pUblicity. . 

ARTICLE '7 
All income from legacies, unless otherwise specified, shaH be divided. 

as follows: One-third to be put in the Relief Fund, and the Pension 
Fund to receive the -remaining two-thirds; and shall be kept as Capi­
tal Funds, only the interest of these to be used for the benefit of the 
Pension and the Relief Funds. 

ARTICLE 8 
. The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church of America reserves­
the right to alter and amend these rules as may be required and justi­
fied by experience and the available resources for the general advan­
tage of the Church. 

The Committee advises Synod to divide the present 
Capital Fuud in the same manuer as future legacies viz. 
oue third for the Relief Fund aDd two thirds for the 
Pension Fund. 

If the above plan is adopted your committee presents, 
the following revision of Art. 13 of our Church Order. The 
article to read as follows: 

Ministers who, by reason of age, sickness, or other­
wise, are rendered incapable of perfor,ming the anties 
of their office, shall nevertheless retain the honor and 
title of a minister, and the Church which they have 
served -shall provide honorably for them (likewise 
for the orphans and widows of ministers) out of the 
common funds of the churches, according to the gen,C 
eral ecclesiastical ordinances in this matter. 
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We also recommend that Synod decide, that those 
ministers who have served the churches 35 years or have 
reached the age of 65 and who desire to retire upon 
proper emeritation, are eligible to the benefit of these 
funds. Ground: 

It may be that those who have served the Church so 
many years or have reached that age would like to 
retire. This privilege should be given to them in view 
of the many years of service. 

Your Committee has found upon investigation that the 
average salary of the ll).inisters is about $1,600.00. It has 
learned that the amount needed to put the above plan in 
operation is about $41,000.00 for the coming year. 3ro of 
the ministers' salaries would bring about $12,480.00. An 
assessment of $1.40 per family would bring about 
$34,440.00.· A total of $46,920.00. Your committee is of 
the opinion that an assessment of $1040 per family per 
year is necessary in order that if at all possible a small 
surplus be created. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Your Committee, 

Y. P. DEJONG 
WM. KOK 
GEO. J. BROODMAN 
TONY iNOORDEWIER 
RALPH J. Bos 
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SUPPLEMENT XIII 

REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of 1938. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

315 

W HEN. we reported to the Synod of 1936 (see Acts, 
1936, pp. 26-27), we regretted to say, that the actual 

work entrusted to us, that of collecting historical docu­
men ts pertaining to the history of our Church and the 
Church from which we originated and to religion in gen­
eral, had not heen attempted due to the difficulties which 
we encountered in finding a proper place for their safe 
keeping and display. It gives us pleasure, now to he able 
to report, that a beginning has been made with the collec­
tion of such documents and that some material of value 
has been received for which the donors deserve the thanks 
not only of the Committee, but of Synod and the .Church 
at large. However, our collection is stilI small, and we 
take this occasion to make another appeal for the co­
operation of such among our church-members as may be 
in possession of the kind of documents specified or may 
know of their existence and whereabouts. Particularly 
do we hope, that such descendants of some of our early 
leaders as are in possession of diaries written by those 
leaders, of which more than one is. known to exist, may 
be moved to make them over to Synod's Historical Com­
mittee. 

What has been collected so far has not, as was expected 
in 1936, found a place in the Library but in the office of 
the classroom for Church History in the Seminary Bnild­
ing. Out of the allowance provided by the Synod of 1934 
and' continued by the Synod of 1936 a spacious and good­
looking ch'est of drawers with a glass display top has been 
procured for our treasures. As long as the collection is 

. sm all, this container and its present location will suffice . 
. vVe do uot look forward to any considerable expense in 

the near fnture in connection with this work: but we 
deem it advisable to provide, as far as possible, ·against 
the Committee's, being handicapped by want of fnnds. 
We therefore request Synod to replenish our depleted 
allowance for the present to a total of one hundred dollars. 

H. BEETS 
D. H. KROMMINGA 

P. S. So far we spent $137.00 of the $200.00 allowed us. 
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