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ACTS OF SYNOD
- of the
CE=ISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

I
from June 11  to June 27, 1930
GrandRapids, Michigan.

FIRST SESSION, WIDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 11
ARTICLE 1 -

Wednesday morzning at ten o'clock the delegates gathered
in the auditorium of Calvin College, after they had on Tuesday
evening united in zn Hour of Prayer, in the church building of
the calling church Neland Ave., at which time the President of the
previous synod, Fev. H. Keegstra, delivered a sermon on Joshua
5:13-15,"De Meest Eelangrijke Eischen voor Degenen door God Be-
noemd om Zijn Volk %te Leiden" and Prof, L. Berkhof led in prayer.
"The Most Imnortane Reouirements forThose App01nted by God to
Lead Hls People

LRTICLE 2

, The President ¢f the previous Synod, Rev, H. Keegstra opsns the
meeting. He announces Psalm 89:7, reads Psalms 122 and 123, and
leads in prayer. Ten he delivers the following address:--

donorabls and Estsemed Delegates to Synod, Honored Professors,
Preadvisers in our sessions, Reporters of various Committees, who
by mandate of the rrevious Synod will serve us with enlightenment
-and advice:

DEAR BROTHERS IN CzzIST:-

"It is my honcr znd privilege to welcome you this morning to this
well-furnished building in such beautiful surroundings.

It must, it seems to me, arouse joy and inspiration in your
hearts, to gether in such a beautiful place as this. Only a few
years ago : : . '
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it 1ooked-more like a barren, uninhabiteble desert than anything

else. Human genius and sense of order have recreated it into one
of the most beautiful parts of this city.

But we Christians see in this wonderful change more than the
art and cleverness of people. More also than the pmaiseworth
generosity of our members and families, who have been endowed with

-material blessings and liberal hearts. In this we honor the gra-
cious providencs of our God. ‘

‘Indeed not only does the Almighty reveal His graece in the hearts
of His children, who flourish in quiet modesty and honor Him in the
friendly light of His presence. Also in the progress of the insti-
tutions of God's Church we see His fatherly goodness. Calvin College
and - Theologlcal School, as we see them before us, move us to gra-
titude and gives us courge and inspires us toward that rather 4if-
ficult task which awaits us.

No, we may not content ourselves with that whlch is outward,

even though we are attracted by it. We do not want to be satlsfled

with that which is outwardly beautiful and good. Whet would be

 worldly. We seek that which is spiritually frue and beautiful and

good above all else. And we must seek that iIn the good order and

prosperity of our churches, accorsing to the will of God.

Brethren, there is very much work before us. Many questions call
for resolution. What has bee heerd and reesd asbout this, shows
very clearly that there is not yet agrsement among us on these mat-
ters. We must be freed from confusion. For to make decisions in

uncerteinty and formuiate plans and -institute rules, would be reck-
- less is not indeed fatal.

There is then a great need, that we, laying aside all:personal
interests and seeking personal honor and forcing one's own inter-
pretation, shallask in all sincerity for the knowledge of the will
of our God. We require carefulness, a clear insight into the es-
sence of matters which will be presented to us, knowledge of the
Word of the Lord, inwhich the principles of church order and church
government have been placed by our Lawgiver and the constant will
to be governed by those principles. And then, naturally, it 1is

necessary that we respect each other- when
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there is difference of opinions, and that we attentively weigh
what other brethren of differing opinions will present.

But above all there is the necessity of success in our labors,

that we consciously deal and labor as in the presence of God.
The well-known ‘coram Deo'! of Calvin should be not only our watch- .
word, but the compelling truth which will make us upright, and speak °
and vote in all sincerity and alsoc our strength in the hope of f
success, where our own wisdom scarcely knows the way.

'The eye of the Lord is upon those who fear Him.' Fortunately,
that we know with certainty, because God's own Word tells us. In
this lies our assurance, since there is laid such a heavy burden
upon our shoulders, and such a great responsibility rests upon us.
‘let us begin our task trusting and continue in faithfulness. To
be permitted be be active in God's work is surely glorious. To
give our best efforts for this,that is right. May the Lord streng-
then us by His grace for our task to the glory of His Name and for
the profit of our churches.

ARTICLE 3

The delegates present their credentials from which it appears
that the feollowing bethren are delegated to Synod and are present:

(Notes In the following lists, "Dienaren des Woords" = Ministers
of the Word; "Ouderlingen" = Elders.)

Classis California

Dienaren des Woords—J. De Jonge, H. J. De Vries, W.
Groen.
Ouderlingen—J. Bolt, H. H. Bosch, H. Elders.

Classis Grand Rapids Oost

Dienaren des Woords—W, P. Van Wyk, H. J. Kuiper, J. L.
Heeres.

Ouderlingen—B. J. Bennink, P. W, De Jonge, M. Hoffius.

Classis Grand Rapids West

Dienaren des Woords—Dr. Y. P, De Jong, H. Baker, J. De
Haan, Jr.
Ouderlingen—J. Hekman, J. Manni, H. Denkema.
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Classis Hackensack

Dxenaren des Woords—J. Beebe, Dr. G. Goris.
Ouderlingen—A. De Vries, J. Rienstra, M. Kalle,
Ds. J. J. Hiemenga is afwezig, maar wordt heden mid-
dag verwacht. (Art. 12) '

Classis Holland
Dienaren des Woords—L. Veltkamp, L. Van Laar, D. Zwier.
Ouderlingen—J. Mass, A. Peters, Dr. G. Heyns.

Classis Hudson -

Dienaren des Woords—C. Spoelhof, J. L. Koert, J. Hol-
werda.

Ouderlingen—M. J. Broekhuizen, D. Heuseveldt, D. Van
- Hoff.

Classis lllinois

Dienaren des Woords—Dr, H. Kuiper, G. Hoeksema, C.l De
‘Leeuw.
Ouderlingep——A. De Boer, J. Hofstra, Sr., J. G. De Vries,

Classis Muskegon

Dienaren des Woords—L. J. Lamberts, S. P, Eldersveld,
B. H. Einink.
Ouderlingen——J. H. Bolt, J. J. polt, S. Ellens.

Classis Orange City
Dienaren des Woords—G. W, Hylkema, A. B. Voss, G. A.
- Lyzenga.
Ouderlingen—B. Den Quden, W. Geurink, J. De Kok.

, Ciassis QOstfriesland
Dienaren des Woords—A. Koning, E. Boeve, K. Tebben.
Ouderlingen—B. Eckhoff, F. Santjer, J. Davis.

Classis Pacific

Dlenaren des Woords—A. Guikema, M. Borduin, P. Hoek-
stra.

Ouderlingen—A. J. Brink, M. Dykshoorn, J. H. Zylstra.
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Classis Pella
Dlenaren des Woords—H. Blystra, 1. Couwenhoven, G.
Zylstra,
Ouderlingen—Chas. Vander Kooi, H. Nicuwland, D). Sjaar-
dema.

Classis Sioux Center
Dienaren des Woords—J. Gritter, J. C. De Bruyn, A. Was-
sink.
Ouderlingen—-J. Ten Harmsel, G. Ledeboer, P. Nieveen.

Classis Wisconain

Dienaren des Woords—N, Jansen, R. J. Frens, J. M. Voort-
< man,
Ouderlingen—C. Visser, A. Buteyn, G. W. Te Grootenhuis.

Classls Zeeland

Dienaren des Woords—H. Keegstra, E. J. Krohne, H. E.
Oostendorp.
Ouderlingen—-—W Bareman, J. Poest N. Rozemsa.

The credential=z are found to be in order and the gathering is
declared constituted.

ARTICLE i

Synod procedesto vote for Officers. The outcome is as follows:

President- Rev. W.P.Van Wyk
Vice-President- Rev. W.Groen
First Clerk- Rev. D. Zwier
Second Clerk- Rev. G. W. Hylkema

The Officers teke their place on the platform and the President
give a brief address, in which he thanks the Synod for the trust
placed in him and asks for the cooperation and prayers of the de-
legates.

ARTICLE §

The President resds the Public Declarstion to which =211 the
delegates signify their assent by standing.
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" ARTICLE 6

Members of Synod for preadvice are seated: the professors of our

- Theological School: Prof. L. Berkhof, Dr. S. Volbeda, Dr. C. Bouma,

Dr. M.J., Wyngaarden, Prof. H. Schultze Prof. D.H. Kromminga; the
Bmeritus Professors, FP.M. Ten Hoor, W, Heyns; and the President of
Calvin College, J. Broene.

ARTICLE 7

Dr. V. Hepp of the Free University in Amsterdam, delegate from
the Gereformeerdes Kerken in the Netherlands, and Rev. J/G.Vos,
delegate of the Reformed PrebyterlisenChurch of North Americsa, 1are
welcomed by the Chairman. (Cf. further Art. 14 and Art. 27.)

ARTICLE 8

The Chairman appoints the following Committees:
1. Committe on Appointments of Committees of Preadvice- Revs.

J. DedJonge, J.L. Eesres, J. Manni, L. Veltkamp, C. Spoelhof, Dr.
H, Kuiper, L.J. Lamberts, A.J, Brink, R.J. Frens, and the Elders
J. Rienstra, B. Den Ouden, B. Eckhoff D, SJaardama, A. Ten Harm-
sel, and W. Bareman. (Cf. Art., 15.)

2. Ccmmlttee for REeception of Delegates- Rev. H. Baker and Dr. Y.P.
De Jong.

3. Committee for Condolence- Revs; C. De Lesuw and S.P. Eldersveld.
(Cr. Art. 106.)

ARTICLE 9

Synod decides to hold its sessions as follows: Morning sesslons

from 8:30 till 11: hS with a recess from 9:45 till 10:00; after-~

noon sessions from 1:30 till 5:,,5, with a recess from 3:15 tilil
3:30.

ARTICLE 10
After it is decided to conclude the afternoon sessieon at thres

o'clock so as to give the Committee on Appointments opportunity to
to its work, the session is concluded with thanksglv1ng by Rev. W.

-
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Rev. J. J. Hiemenga, delegate of Classis Haclken-
sack, is present and upon invigation of the Chair=

man, SXLresses his agreement with the "Public

3

Hebwerds: Fliders:

AoTa %\\(nn l‘nnl 0

TWEEDE ZITTING., WOENSDAGNAMIDDAG, 11 JUNI

ARTIKEL 11 ‘
Gexzoneen wordl Pso THET70 waarna s DL Zwicer dese
zitting onent met gebed.

_ ARTINEL 12
Ds. L Hiemenga, afgevaardigde v Classis Hacken-
sack, is tegenwaordig en op verzock van den Dreaeses hetuigl
Zijn instemming met de “Opendijlee Verllaring”

ARTIREL 13
Itet rappovt van de Synodale Conunissio wordl gelezen
dour dey Staled Clerk, Dres H. Beets, en veor Kennisgeving
aanipenomen.  (Supplement TA) (Zie vorder el 30 1N)
ARTIREL 11 .
The Beve LG Vos fralernal delegale of ihe Synod of (he
teformed Preshylerian Chorelt of Norlh Limeriea, now
aderesses Synod, lnilwinn Lhe greetings of his Chureh (o
our Chureh, The Res ‘()\ is a son of De. G, Vos of Prince-
lon Seminary. fom lhhh [o T893 a Professar of owr Theo-
logical Schieol A the vegriest of the Commillee for Becep-

tion of Delegates, the Beve G Hocksema responds (o this

address,

N 1) Melema, of the Irurﬂu of Popangelicatl §lndents,
now delivers a briel address, in which he gives some inlar-
nation in regard lo the origin and prrpose ol {lis organi-
zation, and hespeaks the moral and financial sigpport of our
chivrehes (CILArL 930N 11

ARTIREL 15 ,
The Commitlce Tor Appointment of Committees for Pre-

adviee propases the following division of the worlke hefore

Syrod:

. Thealogical Sche u' and Calvin (Colleee

Mimdsfers: Do YO P e Jong (('.hunm.m). PR B TTI
Lroris H:- parter). D 11 I\t!ipm‘. JoGritler. G Spoclhof. L

Ko Hekaan, 0 TE Bolts ML Dykshoorn,
s, N .:m[«l Kool B, Felholt, ‘

Advisers: P'rof. 1L Scehultze and President J. Dirocine.

Declabation.

SO SN —
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B3.  Mission Matlers:— )

Mintsters: o Lo Heeres (Chairman), L Baker (Re-
porter). J. Beebe, J. G De Brayn, L. Van Laar, b De Jonge.
Elders:  Rev. . Bolt, W. Bareman, €. Visser. B Den Ou-
den, Al Pelers, M. Brockhuizen, H Nicuwlhd.

Advisers: Prof. MU0 Wyngaarden and Dreo H, Beets, |

(.. Publication Matlers:—

Ministers: AL Koning, J. Keert, H. Blvsira, J. M. Voort-
man.,  Elders: 1 Denkema (Chairman), Dr. G. Hevns,
{Reporier). JJ. Rienstra. J. 1. Boll, W, Geurink, J. Davis.

\d\lw Prof, D. 1. Kromminga, ‘

l). Church Order and Emeriti:—

Ministers: 1110 De Vries (Reporler), A, Wassink, AL
Guikema, S0 120 Eldersveld, G A, Fazenga, Elders: Bew,
J. Manni (Chairman), H. . Bosch, D. Sjaardenta, A Ten

Harmsel. B. .J. Bennink.

Adviser: l’mf W, l{e\ns

. Order of Worship:— "

Ministers:  E. J. Krohne (Chairman), G. W, Hylkema
(Reporter). (v Hoeksema, J. De Haan, Jr., K. Tebhen, El-
ders: M. Hofltius, M. Kalle, J. Mass, J. 1L Zylstea, ) Nie-
veen, ’

Adviser: Dr. 5. Volbeda,

F. Question of Hymn and Choir Singing:—
Ministers: L. Vellkamp (Chairman), W. Groen (Re-

" porter), H. I, Kuiper, M. Borduin, R, J. Frens. Elders: S.

Ellens. D. Heuseveldt, ;. Ledchoer, N, Rozenra, J. Hofl-
stra, Sr. :
Adviser: Dr. C. Bouma.

G. Varia:— :
Ministers: A B. Voss (C Ildlll]ldl]) J. L “l(‘lll(‘n{.{d (Re-

- porler), II. E. OQostendorp, P, Hockstra, E. Boeve, G. ZaL-

stra. Elders: J. G. IDe Vries, (. W, Te Grootenlhuis, J.
De Kok, F. Santjer, J. Poesl. -
Adviser:  Prof. F. M. Ten Hoor.
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H. Protests and Appeals:—

Ministers: C. De Leeuw (Chairman). [)r G. Goris (Re-
porter), B. H. Einink, I. Couwenhoven, N, Jansen.  Elders:
Rev. P, W. Dc Jouge, A. De Boer, H. Fltlcrs, 1. Van Hoff,
A De Vries, A. Butevn.

Adviser: Prof. L. Berkhof..

The report of the Conunitice s adopled.

ARTIKEL 16
The Committee on Rules of Synodical Procedure, ap-

- painted Dy the Synod of 1928, whose report appears in the

Agenda, Part 1, p. 149, submits the following supplemen-
lary recomincndation:

“That Synod shall at this session provisionally

adopt the rutes proposed by the Commitlee for the

purpose of ascertaining experimentaliy the desirabil-
ily and practicability of these rudes; and

“That in case Syvnod provisionally adopts these
rules, a standing committee shall be appointed whose
duty shall he to observe the manner in which the
rules work out during the course of Synod amd to ad-
vise Synod at its close regarding the final adoption of
the proposed rules,

“Reason for this supplementary recommendation:

“Whereas the proposed rules of syvnodical proce-
ditre are lo be judged chiefly frou the point of view
of their practical value, the only way in which this
value can be determiged is by pulting these rules
inlo practice.”

After some discussion of this recommendation, i is
rejected.

ARTIKEL 17
Syvnod decides Lo adjourn until Friday, 830 A, Lo give
the Commnittees of Preadvice Lime lo prepare their reporls.
This session is closed with praver by the Rev. G. W.
Hylkema. '
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DERDE ZITTING. VRIDAGMORGEN, 113 JUNI

ARTIREL T8
After the singing of No. HO of the Cheistion Hgminal.
the Tev, . Jd Kuiper opens with praver,

ARVTIREL 149

Woll eallis hieled. AN delegates are present.

ARTHSETL 20
The Sets of the first and the second session of Synead e
read Ly the Clerk, and approved by Synod,

ARTIKIELL 21

The Commmilice on Preadvice on mallers pertaining fo
Church Order requests Synod 1o assign the following nml-
fers to some other Cammillee or Commiltees: Beporl V]
(Agendas Part 1, po 69), inzake Uithouw onzer Belijdenis;
s Report X {Agenda, Part I, pp. 111), inzake den Doop van
- Aangenomen Kinderen; Report XYL (Agenda, Part 11, p.
216), on the American Fedevation of Labor; and  Reporl
VI (Agenda, Part 1, p. 281), on Christian Social and In-

dusirial Organizalions. Reasons:

s als

~ W
i) (3

{1) The Committee on Charch Order matters has allo-
gether {oo much work:

£2) The matlers discussed in Report YE and Beport N
are nol, sleiclly speaking, matlers of church govern-
ment, bhut of doctrine;

3) her Commitlees have finished or will soon he able
fo finish the work assigned (o them,

I is decided to vefer this malter Tor readjustment to the
Commitice for Appointment of Commitlees of Preadvice.
(CI. Art. 29)
¢+ in re Expansion of our Confession
# in re the Baptism ofRABRIted Children

Py

ot

Synod now {akes up Lhe Beport of the Commitlee of Pre-

advice on Publication Maiters, which is read by the re-
porier, Dr. G, Heyns. ,
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"ESTEEMED'Brethren:—'

"Wit regard to the 'Report of the Publication Committee, '
which has been inyour hands since the Wednesday afternoon session,
your Committee advises Synod to accept this Report for informa-,

tion, and to express its appreciation of the laborsg of that Com-
mittee."

Adopted. (Cf. Supplement VIII.)

"Concernlng the matters in this report which demand Synodlcal
attention, your Committee advises the following:

"(1) with regard to point 6,et 'As at the previous Synod )Acts
1928, p.39) the Publication Ccmmittee wasg of the opinion that also
this time it ought to mandate one of its members to represent it.
For this it appointed Mr. J.B. Hulst,! your Committee proposed its
acceptance for 1nformat10n, in order that brother Hulst may serve

Synod with advice in the further treatment of this report.’
Adopted. _

"(2) With regard to point 7,a: 'Members of the Publication Com-
mittee retirimg at this Synod are: Hoekstra, Hulst, Hoffius, and
‘Baker. (To serve Synod with a nomination, the Synod of 1922, Acts
p.l43, mandated the Committee of Preadvice for Publication matters),
your Committee advises its acceptance for information, and further
suggests that the following brethren be appointed as members of the

Publication Commlttee. Rev.H, Baker, Mr, M. Hoffius, Mr. J.B. Hulst,
Rev. J.J. Steigenga.’

"(3) With regard to 6,b: 'The Publication Committee strongly
advises Synod to limit the financial reports of Treassurers of church
funds, printed in the church papers, to one annual report, inwhich
only the total receipts of contributions are reported. Reasons:

The limited space available to our papers, as against the flood of
articles regularly received,’
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your Committee advises the adoption of this proposal, and adds
as another ground: These financlal reports are not of general
interest for the Churcht."

Adopted.

"(L) With regard to 6,c: ' The Publication Committee reguests
Synod to change in the last clause of Art.l,c, of the new Regula-
tions, in the Holland redaction 'advice!({advies) to 'decisicn! {be-
slissing), and in the English redaction 'advise the Editor-in-
Chief!' to'notify the Editor-in-Chief of its decision.' so as to
bring the last part of this Article in harmony with the first, in
a manner that execludes mlsunderstandlng. your Committee adviges
the acceptance of this proposal.” .

"Adopted.

"(5) With regard to 6,d: 'The’ Publication Committee received from
the previous Synod themandate to publish sections of the Report
on Worldly Amusements in De Wachter and The Banner, and also to ar-,
range for an edition in pamphlet form for distribution at cost
price {Acts 1928,p.89). This mandate has not been carried out by
i1t because 1t appeared that there was no interest in the implemen-
tation of this decision. To an announcement in The Banner that
Consistories who desired a copy should contact the Secretary of the
Publication Committee, not a single reguest came in. So the Com-
mittee when it met April 2, 1930, nothaving heard from a single Con-
slstory, and only one person asked to receive a copy, came to the
decision not to carry out the mandate,' your Committee advises Synod
to accept this as information." e e
So decided.

"In connection with this point, we have an overture from Classis
Grand Rapids West as follows: 'The Classis requests your honorable
body to provide ways and means whereby the decision of Synod of
1920 as per Acts, Art,
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96 D may be carried out at an earlyiﬁate. It becomes evident,
in view of the experience of the Publication Committee above de- ,
scribed, trat such action will be of no avail unless Synod does mors
than prov1ded for by Synod of 1928, Acts, Art. 96,D. Your Com+
mittee therefore recommends that this Report be publlshed and dis-
tributed through the Consistories free, at cost of Synod."

This recommendation is Rejected.

"(6) With regard to 6,f: 'As nominees for Editors-in-Chief, with
which the Publicetion Committee must serve Synod (Acts 1926,P.26;
Regulations,Art.5) it presents:

for De Wachter: Revs. H. Keegstra and D. Zwier;
for The Banner: Revs. ©.J. Kuiper and Dr. C.Bouma

your Committee cells the attention of Synod to this matter.”

Synod decides to proceed to elect Editors-in-Chief for De Wach-
ter and The Banner. The result of the elction is that the present
Editors, the Rev. H. Keegstra of De Wachter, and the Rev. H.J.
Kuiper of The Banner, are reelescted. _

"(7) With regard to 6, g:'The mandate of the previous Synod to
provide for a tranQIatlon of the new Reglement {Acts 1928,p.L2)
into English has been carried out, and the draft prepared for this
is now presented to Synod for its approval.'! your Committee ad-
vises the approval of this translation, with three minor changes;
one for the sske of clarity, and thé others for the sake of cor-
rectness.”

Synod Approves these changes, and Adopts the translation in its
corrected form, ss it appears in the "Report of the Publication
Committee." (Cf. Supplement VIII)

"(8) With regard to 6,h, your Committee advises the acceptance
of these matters for information, and informs the Synod that the
Cormmittee has compared the firgures given in the Report of the Pu-
blication Committee with those givem in the report of the Public
Accountant, and has
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found thal they agree. oy vour information we add {he
following ligures: :

Balanee, January
Reveived during feiso L.

SRN.TNINT

Paid Qut in 182~

Eapenses s shown 06 o
Less Deproe aition
~ N .
Give s Calvin Lotlegne L Mo
Teond Pond O L HUT N
Badance wn barad Jonganey 1. 0cn SRR LRI
Reveived daringe fv2in as per 10yl e e s

Berrawed Nom Dok i doow

Paidd Ot in 16
]‘:.\:ju-l‘l.-‘v.\ HES
Less Do

AT TN

daRnuT

SRS

PPaid Ot 1o Meccbiioes ard Alterations in

Duitd.ne e R Wi ST AT S
Toral Paid Gar o . NERIRI N
Bualanee on haad oaayy Lotane o . : RN

Received ux (nformnalion,

() Overture of Classis Haelkensaek in re publication
date of The Banner and De Waelter: USyuaod enjoin jlic
Publication Commitloe to peblish Tle Davner on Wednes-
day and He Wachier on Friday, in ordey that The Banner
may reach the wider scope of veaders by the Sunday fellow-
ing its publicalion,  Reasons: ‘

(1) Al preseat The e veachios (s dostipalion alier
Stunday in opiesl ol the homies oudside of Michigan
aud inaix; _ '

(2) Our young people shoaokd e supplicd with goad
sreadimz matier on Sunday; -
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(3) The Banner, and nol De Waeltfer, is read by omr
voirnyg people;

(1) If The Banner arvvives afler Sunday many of our
vourg people have no tme to read 0 unbil its con-
{¢nts have beconre “old news'.™

Your Commillee advises againsl the proposed change.
Reasons:

«) If The Banner were Lo appear on Wednesday it couild
not conlain (he latest churelr news, as should he the
cuse in the publication which is most read. On olhier
naberial, e Fditorials, efe. the proposed change
wotldd bave Little bhearing, B ocase of such change,
however, those reading The Banner on Sunday woald
lind the news aboot 2 week old: )

0 IF The Danner appeared on Wednesday, sueh chang.
nitghl appease (he Past, Dut would be dikely Lo eanse
displeasure lo owr readers of He Waelider in the West
whoere there are nany such, sinee ey would De ore-
cetving e Waeltfer alter Sunday,

The advice of the Commillee is adopled, hutl Synod vo-
quiests the Pablicalion Commillee 1o fivake arrandemenls if
possible o have The Baner delivered to the Grand Rapids
Post Oflice on Thursdays belfore 4 a0,

(1) Overture of Classis Holland regarding the Yeer-
baouol: “Classis averfures Synad lo inslirae! its Publieation
Committee o underiake the armead publication. either di-
recthy or indirectly (hrougly the presenl edifors, of the
Yrariwal of the Christiun Beformed Charceh, Gromneds:

(1) “This is in ine with the cuslom of many denoming-

. tions in our counley,  The ollicial slatislies of tie

Chareh are as o ruale published by denominational
Pablication Boards, and nol by individuals;

(2} This will give this annual publication oflicial sfand-

ing. Mt presenl our Yearbook huas ot most hut seai-
oflictal slapding, vel it is considered Dy nrmny, espe-
cially oulside of vor civeles, as asilhoriative”

With redard o this overtare, vour Conmmritlee advises

at Svood instrucl Hee Poblicalion Commiltee o lake di-
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rect care of lhe editing and publication of the Yearbook.,
after having come o an agreenient with the present editors.,
Reasons:

{1) This will give this annual publication ofticial stand-
ing;

(2) The Publication Cominitice is in posilion lo under-
take this work;

(3) This would be promotive of greater efficiency, since
the Publication Commitlee possesses the machinery
to gather the data needed, and is already in posses-
sion of much information not possessed by private
individuals.

Adopled.

(11)  Overlure of Classis Pella with regard to inexpen-
. sive editions of Psaller and Hymnals: “De Synode drage or
zorg voor dal er goedkoope uitgaven van onze “Psalier”
gepubliceerd worden, alsook van cenig ander zangboek dal
de Synade moceht approbeeren, dat gebruikl zou kunmen
worden buiten den openbaren ceredienst.”

With regard to this overture, yvour Commillce advises
Synod that it appoint a Connnittee to investigate the possi-
bility of the proposed action and to report to next Synod.
Reason: This matter involves questions of copyright and
priniing costs which your Commitiee eannot now properly
invesligate.

Adopled. (Cf. Art. 128, Appointinents, sub 10.)

- ARTIKEL 23
Synod now takes up the Report of the Commitlee of Pre-

advice on Theological School and Calvin College, which is
read by the reporter, Rev. L. J. Lamberls:

O

“ESTEEMED BRETHREN :—

A. Your Committee appointed to give advice with re-

gard 1o the Theological School and Calvin College and rela-
tive maliers, has the following recommendations 1o make
respeeling the report of the Curalorium (Supplement II):

(1) Synod receive the first part of the report—all the
material {o Section K—as maller of information.

Adopled.  xSynod look carefully into the pos-
sibility of ha¥ing editions of the Psalter pu-
blished at reasonable cost,and also any other
gong book thet Synod might approve, that could
be used outside of the public worship service.
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(2) Sxynod express ils joy at the growlh of our inslitu-
tion during the past decade, a malter mentioned in the in-
{roduction of the report. -

Adopled.

(3) Synod give Mr. Tony Noordewier a vote of thanks
for all the work he has done without remuncration as (reas-
urer of our institution, and iunstruct Curatorium to give
him some {angible recognition of appreciation. .

Adopled.

({4) Synod approve the two matters mentioned in Sce-
lion B: )

a) The merger of the Committee on Buildings and
Grounds with the Board of Finance. :

Adopled. ‘

b) The changing of the Supervisory Comuittee’s naine
so that it will be designaled as the “Executive Committee.”

Adopled.

{3) Sxnod act according to the recommendation of
Curatoriuni and re-appoint Prof. Kromminga for a term of
six years, ‘

Adepled. (Cf. Art. 38.) -

(6) In conncction with what was done to bring about

“the adniission of Calvin Coellege to the North Central Asso-

ciation of Colleges and Sccondary Schools, Svnod pass a
volte of thanks to all who took part in this matter, especially
to President Broene.

Adopled.

(7) Synod express its appreciation o the Helkman fam-
ilv for its royal gift.

Adopted. ‘

(8) Synod instruct Coratorinm Coniractum to dedicale

in a formal manner the new seminary to the high purpose
of serving as the place where {uture ministers of the Chris-

tian Refornied Church are to be trained {or their office.
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(The Commitlee could nol see ils way clear lo recommend

whal Caratoriem suggesied in view of the heavy expense

involved.) :
Adopled.

() Synod express ils apprecialion lo Mr. and Mes,
W, B, Eerdmans for the organ Lhat is to be installed in the
chapel this sununer.

Adopled.

(10)  Synod aceept as information the matller mentioned
in Section 26, paragraph 1. regarding the liquidation of the

mortgage, but with this additional stafement: “ln order to

do this, the Finance Board found it necessary to borrow the
sam of $15.000 on a note.”

Adopled.

(11)  Synod accept the explanation of the Board given
under K. 1. as to the reason why the instruction regarding
an carly report was not carried out by Curatorium..

Adopicd.

(12)  Synod adopt the following Rules for the Appoini-
ment of Professurs in Theology, s given under Seclion K:

(1) When a {heological professor is to he appointed,

Curatorium shall present a nomipalion to Synod,
The nominees shall preferably be ordained men that
have had some expericnce in ihe ministry of the
Word., The nonunation shall not be made until a
conference has heen held with the Theologieal Fac-
ulty. It must be made in time so that it may appear
in our church papers al least twice before Synod
meets. To this end the Executive Committee of the
Curatorium shall prepare a proposal in lime for the
niceting of the full Curatorium in May. When Cura-
forium convencs, ifs first dufy shall be Hie making
of the nominafion and its publication. In order o
lengthien the time for possible objections ta reach
Synod. the election shall tuke place af Synod as lale
as possible, and certainly not before the twenticth
of June.
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(2) As in the pasl a professor will be appointed for a
term of two years; in case of reappointment, this
will be for a {erm of six yvears: if again reappointed
al the complelion of his seecond term, he will be ap-
poinled indefinitely,

(3) These rules, if adopled, are o supersede all former
rules. o

Adopled.

(13)  Synod rectify the error made in 1928 wilh respeet
to the minimum salaries of Assislants, so that this will not
be 81600 hut £1800.

Adopted

(14)  Synod state that a minister can aceepl the proesi-

deney’ of Calvin College without losing his ministeriad
standing. Grounds:

a) ‘The College helongs Lo the Churehs

f) Its headship is a position of the very grealest signi-

ficance to our enlire denomination; and

¢) The position is one in which the incumbent can exer-

cise a far-reaching spirilual influence.

Tabled, wulil the Report of the Commitice “Inzake den
Status van Du':mrr i aan Niet-Kerk c’ﬁﬂm Inrichlingen van
Onderwijs” (Agenda. Part 1, p. 30) is laken up.  (Gf. Art.
o7, v, 3) '

afs
XS

(15)  Synod grant the request of Curatorium with re--

spect Lo the changing of the name of our institulion to Cal-
vin College and Seminary.  Gronnds:

a) This simple designation will remove the false impres-
sion that the Theological Schaool and Calvin College
are two separale institutions;

b) It is true that the Synod of 1926 objected to such a
change of the name {sce Acla 1926, p. 37) especially
on the seore that “our Theological School would (in
the proposed change of name) lose the place to which
it 1s entitled and which lives in the minds of our

- people,” but the change of the ofticial tiile does not
involve that the Sentinary department of our instilu-
tion will cease to he our Theological School.

% "In re the Status of Mlnlsters in Non Eb01851—

astical Institutions of Learning.”
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Svnod authorize Curatorium to change the Arlicles of
Incorporation in harmony with this change of name.

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 31.)

ARTIKEL 21
This session is closed with praver by the Rev., 3. 11
Einink.

VIERDE ZITTING, VRIJDAGNAMIDDAG, 13 JUNI
ARTIKEL 25

No. 146 of the Christian Hymnal is sung. The Rev. J.
Manni opens with praver, :

ARTIKREL 26

The Rev, H. Baker of the Committee for Reception of
Delegates from Other Churclies and Organizafions intro-
duces to Synod the Rev. M. Wayne Womer, Seeretary of the
Michigan Lord’s Day Alliance, who in a short and forcible
address presents the causc of the organization “luch he
represents.,

Next he introduces Dr. David G. Wylie, President of the
Lard’s Day Alliance of the Uniled Slufes, who also in an
carnest and able way pleads for the support of the Alliance
in its efforts to safeguard the Salibath, and requests that a
member from our churches be appointed 1o serve as a
member of the Board of the Alliance.

A resolution presented to Synod with respect to the par-

tit_ipation of our churches in the work of the Alliance is

laid in the hands of the Committee of Preadvlca on V(zrm
{Cf. Art. 45, 9.)

AI'{T{ REL 27

s+ Wordt ter tafel gelegd een schrijven van de Gerefor-

meerde Kerken in Nederland, waarin Dr. V. Hepp wordt
aangewezen als Deputaat van de Synode dier Kerken naar
onze Synode.
Dr. Y. P. De Jong leidt Dr. V. Hepp bij de Synode in,
A letter from the Gereformeerde Kerken in
Nederland is presented, in which Dr.V.Hepp
- 1s designeted as the Deputy from the Synod of

those churches. Dr. Y.P.De Jong introduces
Dr.V. Hepp to Synod.




wafter which Dr. Hepp gives an address, which
is printed in these Acts. (Supplement XV}
Dr. H. Kuiper respond s to the esteemed dele-

: s hear manner. o
gate 1n & hea 33[,\ Svxopt 1930 -

s waarna Dr. Hepp cen toespraak houdt, dic in de Bijlagen

van deze Acla is opgenomen (Sapplement XV).
Dr. H. Kniper beantwoordt den hooggeachten afgevaar-

digde op hartelijke wijze. ;

ARTIREL 28 .

The Rev. H. Baker now inlroduces Rev. J. L. McLaughlin,
Secretary of the American Bible Sociely, who Dbrings the
greelings of the organization he represents and hespeaks the
conlinned support of its work by our churches. The Rev.
J. Becebe responds to this address.

A resolution with respect {o the participalion of our
churches in the work of the American Bible Saciety is laid
i the hands of the Commitice of Preadvice on Varia, (CF.
Art. 45, 7)) ‘
ARTIKEL 29

The Committee for Appoiniment of Committees of Pre-
advice propesces the following changes of its previously
rendered report (Cf. Artt. 15 and 21):

e) Thal Report VI in rve Uithouio der Belijdenis he given
imto the hands of the Commiltee of Preadvice on Theolog-
ical School and Calvin College.

D) That Report X in re Doop van Aangenomen Kinde-
ren be given into the hands of the Commitiee of Preadvice
on Varia. :

c) That Reports XVI in re dmerican Federation of

Fubor, and XVII in re Christian Social and Industrial Or--

ganizafions be given into the hands of the Commitlee of
Preadviee on Publicalion Mallers.

So decided. . 7
| ' ARTIKEL 30

- The following brethren are designated to serve Svnod as
a Commitlee for Appointments: The Revs. J. Manni, Dr.

Y. P. De Jong, W. Groen, L. Veltkamp, Dr. G, Goris, G.
Hocksema, and Elders W, Bareman, J. Hofstra, Sr., P. Nie-
veen, Chas, Vander Koo, and J. J. Bolt. (Cf. Arf. 128.)

e AN e
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ARTIKEL 31
SSanod continues (e discussion of the Report of the Com-

mittee of Preadvice on Theological School and Calvin Col-
lege (Cf. Art, 23):

(16) In connection with the Overfure of Classis Grand
apids West in re an Extra Post-Gradaaie Conrse af onr
Seminary. found in the Report of the Curatorium under

- K. 3, your Cominillee advises Svnod {o express ilsell as he-
ing in favor of ntroducing a posl-graduale course in the

Seminary, leading to a Th.AL degree; and (o appoinl a Coni-
miftee of six (in which there will be (wo members of the
Sceninary Faculiy and ivwoe members of the Cuaralorinm),
this Conunittce to report o Curatorium, wilh the under-
standing e this bady after thorough investigation ol the
repork, shall iave power lo acl.

Adopled.

. In connceiion willh (he Qeerlure of Classis Osifries-
faned In which attention is ealled “lo Art. 0, Acla Syvnodi
1420, p. 62, 11 in re agreement with Grundy Ceater espe-
ciadly that part where Synod promises to maintaih? the bwe
years' Seminary deparlinent, which since 1922 has been dis-
continued.” and in which the wishi is expressed “thal Sy nod
ve-open the case,” vour Commillee advises Synod nol lo
accede to this request, but o abide by the decisions of 1922
{cf. Acta 1922, p. 24, Art. 20, paragraph 2), since the con-
diticns on which that decision was based have not changed,

Adopied.

C. With regard to the request of Classis Grand Rapids
Foast that Synud cancel the debt of Chatham to the Theo-
logical School, amounting to $156.21, yvour Conmitice ad-
vises Synod not to do this, but te urge Classis Grand Rap-
ids East to take care of Chatham’s debl, Gronnds:

{1} The Synods of 1900, 1902, and 1926 have declared
ihat cach Classis is responsible for the pavnient of
the assessineni for thwe Theological Schiool (see Acta
1926, 1. 73);
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(2) The Synod of 1926 (Acta, p. 70) has declared that
with respeel to the aclual debt, ihe Classis should as-
sisl the weak churehes in the pavinent thereof;

3) Albough the orgunization of the Chathan chaeeh
was fna sense a frait of mission activity sponsored
by Svinod, vel it was Classis Grand Rapids ast
which organized the Chatham chureeh, and sinee The
date of s crganization, {he cbereh of Chatham he-
longs 1o Classis Grand Dapids Fost jost as well as
any olbier chureh witliin ils dormain.

Adopled.

Do T addition to the veport of the “Commillee in re the
Chicayo Mission Training Schioof” (of. Agenda, Pavt 1,
p- 27, Report 1) and the overlure of Classis inois, which
asks Synod o make provision for the training of mission
helpers at our Theological School and Calvin College (cf.
Agantum 1L, p. vi), your Commmiltee received the {following
overture from Classis Grand Rapids 1ast:

the necessary-steps o ergnnize a Lay Schiool for the frain-
iny of mission workers. This sehool Lo be located in Grand
lapids.  We believe suel: a school (o be an urgenl need,
and thal e time to vrganize such a school -has come.

“The Classis Grand Napids Fast overiores Sviiod 1o loke

(rrroninds:

) The work in Chicage. Grand Rapids, and other cities -

has shown that Hw lime is vipe for us to do miscion
work in our larger cities.  Many people know nothing
about the true religion;

by This work. if it is to be successful with he blessing
of the Lord, must he done along striet Reformed
fines.  Oniv by continued leaching can these people
come [o e frulh. To do this owe workeres must thei-
selves he well prepared for the work;

) .\ =chool which has sesstons only o few evenings o
weels will not meet (he veed. The course given musl
of necesstly he vers Limibed, Oflen the student cansol
conte becase of working conditions, 'T'he line avail-
abhle for him aller work i oo HEe to dao Juslice Lo [he
school work;
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d) Such a school should helong to the Chureh, and its
graduales available throughout the Chureh;

« ¢) Studenis trained here would he able o carry on not
only city mission work. but oflen could do good work
on our -Indian field, and possibly on foreign ficlds;

f) Finally, at preseat some of our yvoung folk take their
fraining at various Bible Institutes, and because of
their {raining often cannot be used by our churches.
Thus we are losing some of the lalent w luch we have
in our own circles.” :

Your Ceonimittee advises Synod to appoint a Committee
lo make a thorough study of the advisability and feasibilily
of establishing a Mission Training and Bible School {for our
churches, either apart from or in connection with our Theo-
lIogical School and Calvin College. Ground:

We are here face lo face with a pressing and mlrlcalo
problem which werits (horough study.

We would suggest 1o Svaod {hat the Faeulties of our
School and the Curalorium le represented on this Com-
niiltee.

Adopled, witli this amendment, that“on this Committee

shall serve also men in close touch with the actual mission
work.

E. Your Committee having taken note of the fact that
thie Commiltee in re “Hel Gereformeerd Beginsel van Vrije
Studic” has not heen able to carry out ils mandate (cf.
Agenda II, Report XV, p. 215), advises Synod to continuc
the same Commiltee. (Cf. Art. 128.)

ddopled, (Conlinued in Art. 126.)

ARTIKEL 32
The offer of the Grand Rapids churches to give the mem-
bers of Synod an outing on Thursday afiernoon, June 14,
is thankfully accepted. (But sce Art. 34)
ARTIKEL 33
Synod decides 1o adjourn until Monday aflernoon,

" June 16, at 1:30 o'clock. Elder H H. Bosch closes this ses- |

sron with prayer.

-::-'7"The Refor’med Principle of Free Study"
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tomorrow.

Ui o FIFTH SESSION, MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16
ARTICLE 3l -

‘Deeply schocked by the sudden death of Rev.A.J. Brink, who on
Sunday afternoon, at approximately two ofclock, lost hislife in

an auntomobile accident, the delegates gathered at the regular time.
in the anditorium of Calvin College and sang Psalm 103:8 "Gelijk

- het gras is ons kortstondig leven,"after which Dr., Y.P.De Jong led

in prayer. , ‘ :
After some discussion as to what should -be done in these tragic

circusmstances, Synod decides to proceed with its business but instead’

of enjoying some recreation on Thursday afternoon, as was decided

(Cf. Art. 32) it will have a memorial service for the departed brother

who so unexpectedly was taken out of the militant Church on earth,

 and translated to the trimphant Church in heaven. (See further Art.é3) -

. ARTICLE 38

: The roll is called. 411 delgates are presenf, except Rev. C.

" De Leeuw and Rev. K.Tebben, both of whom are lawfully absent because

of congregational gduties, but who are expected to be present again

' ARTICLE 36

The Minutes of the third and fourth sessions are read and accep-
ted and approved unchanged.

ARTICLE 37

Synod takes in hand the Report of the Committee of preadvice on
Migsion matters, which is read by the reporter, Rev. H. Baker:

"ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN ;

The following material was submitted to your Committee for 1its
consideration:

I. The Report of the Director of Missions on behalf of the

Christian Reformed Board of Missions (Supplement IV) .
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II. The Report of the General Home Missions Com-
mittee (Supplement IIT).
II1. The Report of ‘Kerkhulp® (Supplement VII).
IV. The Report of the Nalhanael Institute  (Supple-
Cment V).
YV, The Report of the Paterson Ho])re“ AMission (Supple-
ment V).
VI. The Reporl of the Holoken Seamen’s Hnmc (Supple-
meni X}
VII. The Report of the Treasurer of the Jewishe Mission,
General Fund (Supplement V),
VIII. The Report of the Cominittee on Rules and Regula-
tions for Home Missions.
IX. The Report of the Commillee on Status of \[Js-
sinuaries.
X. The Reporl on ‘Slamgenooten in /lud Amerika’ (’inp-
plement IX),
XI. The sceveral overtures (see Agenda, Pavt 11, pp. vii-
xvi). _
Received as informalion.

I. The Report of the Dircelor of Missions on hehall of
the Christian Reformed Doard of Missions.

Your Commitlec has the honor to report:

We would ask Synod o request Dr. 11 Beels {o read his
reporl.

We recommend ihal the report e received for informa-
tior and printed in the Acts of Synod.

So decided.

We would asikc Syvnod to gran{ Rev. L. . Brink and Dy,
R. II. Pousma the privilege of the floor \\hcn lhe IA]mrmon
Program is (hqu:sqod

.\(J decided.

A Your Conmmitlee advises thatl Synod apprave the clee-
tion of the following Drethren as members of the Chrislian
Leformed Doard of Missions:

Classis ('ﬂifutnn-—-h(\ W, Groen; Allernaie-- -Rev. J. De

Jong.
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Classis Grand Rapids East—Rev. J. L. Heeres; Alternate-—
Rev. M. Monsma.

Classis Grand Rapids West—Rev. H. J. Mulder; Allernate—
Rey. G. Hofmeyer.

" Classis Hackensack—1Rev. J. Beebe; Aliernate—Rev. D. De

Beer.
Classis Holland-— Rev. D, Zwier; Allernate—Rev. L. Van
Laar.

Classis Hudson—Rev. W. Kuipers; Allernale—Rev. R, Bolt.
Classis 1llinois—Rev. J. H. Monsma; Alternaie—-Rev. C.

‘ Huissen.
- Classis Muskegon-—-Rev. J. Dolfin; Alternate—Rev, .. 1
Lamberis.
Classis Orange City—Rev. J. Paauw; Alternate—Rev, G.
Andree.

Classis Ostfriesland—Rev. H. C. Bode; Alternate—Rev,
A. D. Folkema.
Classis Pacific—Rev. 1. H, Muyskens; Alternate—Rev. J.
Mulder. ' .
Classis Pella—-Rev. L Van Dellen; Alternate—Rev. W. D.
Vanderwerp. -

Classis Sioux Center-—Rev. J. C. De Bruyn; Alternate—Rev.
J. Rubingh.

Classis Wisconsin—Rev, J, 0. Vos; Alternate—Bev. H.
Ahnis. }

Classis Zeeland—Rev. G. J. Vande Riet; Allernalie—Rev. W.
Van Peursemn.

Adopled. Synod instructs ils Secretary to cast the ballot
for these brethren.

B. Relative to the election of Delegaies-at-large, and
in connection with this the Overture of Classis Holland,
found in the Agenda, Part 1I, p. xvi, vour Committee will

bring this matier hefore Synod at a later session. (Cf.
Art. 94, 1) ,

C. Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the proposal
‘made by the Board of Missions: “To leave it to the discre-

tion of our Board (owing to the unceriainty of the situa-
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tion in China) to have a third mission post opened on the
China field at the opportune time.” Grounds:

(1) Sound sirategy of missions requires al present lo

have the choice of Lwo posts; :
(2) The China force unanimously requests this.
Adopled.

D. Your Commillee advises Synod to give Forl Wingale
on our Indian ficld the stalus of a post. Grounds:
(1) The Charles H. Burke Indian School affords an ex-
cellent opportunity for mission work;
(2) The place is of stralegic importance.

Adopied.

E. We advise Synod, as requested by the Board of Mis-
sions, to leave the matter of a pension for the family of the
late campworker, W. Mierop, to the Executive Commitlee
of our Board, to determine the amount, in consultation with
the Rehoboth consistory. (Cf. Art. 23, Acta 1920, pp. 22 f.f.)

Adapted. ' ‘

F. Erpansion Program.

(1) In re the Expansion Program submitied hy the
Board as per mandate of Synod 1928 (Acta 1928, p. 14),
your Commiltee presents the following in explanation of ils
advice to adopt Art. 1, second part. “a new and adequate
hospital at Rehoboth™:

@) The present Duilding ean accommodate 40 paticents,
but is too small for eflicieney. It has ne facilities for
paticuts who huve contagious discascs and hence en-
danger all other patients. The operating-room and
ptrsery are too small and inadequale for eflicient
service;

b) The proposed hospilal will provide accommodations
for 83 patients and will be bnill with a view to render-
ing service to our whole Indian field, This can be
done Dbest by erecting one hospital building and open-
ing clinies in different sections of the ficld to care for
patients who do not need immediate hospital treat-

- menl. Al present we have two clinics which are taken
- eare of by our Medical Missionary;
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The proposed hospital can be buill al an estibiated
cosl of 295,000, To this sum must be added some
15,000 for healing and other equipment;

The maintenance cost of our present institetion
amounls lo approximately S1000, and that of {dwe

cproposed  hospital is estimated  al  approximalely

=HLO00 anuually.  Of this antount we may eapeel to
receive from %6,000 1o 88,000 annually from the Gov-
crment for the eare of patients who have become
sovernment chavges.  Althowngh we have no gaaran-
{ee thal the Government will contlinne {his polieyv, we
are reasonably sure thatl, if an adequate- hospilal is
erecied at Rehoboth, it will continue to send ils
charges 1o our institution;

The present hospital building, at no great. expense,
can he allered to provide a school-room for the-white

“ehilden, a sleeping-room for cmployvers, post allice.

guest-rooms, and a school-room for the contenmnlaled
Training School for Missionaries.

Recetved as information.

(2)  Your Commiltee, in view of the following consid-
crations:
a) Thal Medienl Mission Work has® been suecessfully

)
¢)
d)

carricd on in our Indian field for a number of vears,
atud hias proven ilsel! to be the entering wedge in over-
throwing the Indian veligion;

The present building is unsafe, wsatisfactory, and in-
atlequate for Medical Work;

The present bnilding can be ulilized {for other abso-
hutely necessary puposes; X
The Clureh will be safeguavded against a large delt
by the stipulalion that the total eslimated cost must
be raised in cash and pledges hefore work is hegnng

reconmnpends that Synmod sustain the Board in its pm])nqal
lo crect a new 1]091)] tal at Rehoboth.

Adopted. - 5

e

In regard to a Cenlral Heating Plant al Rehoboth.

vour Committee will lay ils advice before S\‘nod at a laler
session. (Cf. Art. 43)

o

[}
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(4) A new home for either the Pastor or Doclor ol
Reliohoth.

{¢) Your Comuiiltee advises Syvnod to authorize (he
Board of Missions to crect a new home for the doclor,
Ground: 3 '

The present residence does not provide the room and

comfort his family requires.
Adopled.

(P) We further recommend thal the new Lhome for the
doctor be included in the hospital building project, with the
same stipulations, viz., “the finanecial obligalions involved
shall be covered by cash and pledges.”

Adopled.

{¢) Your Commilice also advises Synod {o aulhorize
the Board to erect a home for the pastor at Re]m])olh whon
necessary.

Rejected.

() A chapel and missionary Lome at the Fort Win-

gate Post.

In view of the recommendation given in (D) ahbove, your
Commitlee advises Svnod that the Board he authorized to
build a chapel and home at Fort Wingate when the way is
opei.

Adopled.

Items 6, 7, 8. and 9 on the Expaunsion Prograim are re-
ferred back to the Commitiee far more careful formulahon
and stipulation. (Cf. Art. 43.)

(10) The purchase of a part of the Vander Wagen prop-
crly at Zuni, N, AL

This property adjoins the propertly of our Church ai Zuni.
The Commitiee on Expansion foresees that it will be used
for a touring camp, which it considers undesirable in view
of the proximity of our Mission.

Some of the bhuildings on this property are rented by onr
Mission from Mr. Vander Wagen, and its purchase for the

o e et ey it
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sum of £3,500 is considercd to be advantageous to our Mis-
sion at Zuni. :

The other balf of the Vander Wagen property will be re-
tained by Mr. Vander Wagen., In view of the possibility
that the second half will be sold by him at a laler date, it
seems to be the part of wisdom to obtain an option on it for
at least five years.

Your Committee advises Synod to authorize the Board to
purchase a part of the Vander Wagen property at Zuni,
N. M., and to obtain an option for a period of five vears on
the other half of his property, Grounds: )

a) lts purchase is recommended by the General Con-

ference; : :

b) The buildings are needed by our Mission;

¢) The purchase price is considered to be a fair one,

Adopted. ‘

G. (1) Relative 1o the proposal of the Board of Mis-
sions that Synod appoint a central commitlee of five per-
sons, einpowered to appoint sub-coinmittees and to add to
its number as it sees fit, whose duty it shall be to put on a
campaign for the funds needed for the hospital and the
doctor’s honie at the opportune time, vour Commitiee ad-
vises its adoption.

Adopled.

(2) Your Commitlee advises Synod to appoint the fol-
lowing brethren: John Hekman, G. Daane, Rev. J. Dolfin,
Dr. G. Broadman, and 4. Holtvluwer.

Adopted.

H. Your Commillee advises that Synod authorize the
Executive Comnittee of the Board to have the hospital and
doctor’s home erected when the money needed has heen
raised in cash and pledges.

Adopted.

L (1) Your Committee advises that a communication
of Miss J. Veenstra, pertaining to the assumption by our

- Church of a part of the Sudan Mission Field in the provinee




" of Nigeria, British Afrl(a l)e redd dnd l(‘L‘(‘l\C‘d for |nfnr- ‘
-+ mation. -
- Adopted.
(2) We further advise that the nmllcr mcntmned b\
Miss I. Veensira, be referred to-the Board for m\cqhgdtmn, .
and it be-instructed-to report to the 1932 Synod,  Greund:
More and definite information must be received heforce
.f%\n(sd can .properly . consider: the suggestion of Miss .J.
g\eemlra T
-ldO])f(’d ((‘ontmucd in Art, 43.)

: -ARTIKEL 38
fhe foﬂo“ ing letter from Prof. D. H. Kromminga is read:

- “Grand Rapids, Mich., June 18, 1930.
“REV. MR. W. P, VAN WYK, .
Presidend -of Synod- of the ‘
Christiny Reformed Chureh, 1930.

“ESTEEMED BROTHER :—

“Permit me to thank the venerable body over which you preside
for the honor of the re-appointment conferred upon me, and to inform
; it of my acceptance of the. re-appointment. : -

i “Res.pectfully,
‘ . - “D. H. KROMMINGA,”

Reeeived as information. (Cf. Art. 23, sub 3.}

ARTIKEL 39 o
' Mr. B. I. Bennink closes this session with prayer,

———e

— SIXTH SESSION, TUESDAY MORNING JUNE 17
. ARTICLE L;o

After Psalm 25:2 is sung, Rev. C De Leeuw opens the se551on
W:Lth prayer. _ : :
ARTICLE L
The roll 1s called CAll delegates are present
. ARTICLE uz

The Mlnutes of the flfth gession areé read and accepted and
approved w1thout change.‘r

'A-‘C'TA‘SY.\TOT)]"1930"' S8y

st
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_ ARTIKEL 43 |
Synod continnes the discussion of Mission Malters {cf.

CArl. 37). The Commitice of Preadviee now lays before

Synod its advice on:

J. Central Heating Plant,

The Board of Missions proposes the erection of a contral
heating plant which shall heat all of our buildings at Reho-
hoth. The arguments advanced in favor of such a plant are:

a) Some of the individual heating plants must be re-
Placed; : )

HY A central heating plant will dimvinish {ire hazards;

¢) N is more eflicient;

) I will bring alhowd a substantial saving in {uel con-
sumplion. '

Your Commitlee advises Synod not lo suslain the Board

in‘its praposal 1o creet a eeniral heating planl. Grounds:

a} Allhough lhe installation of a ceniral heatling plant
may seem ideal, sueh a plant is notl always as salisfue-
tory in its resulls as il is generaily presented lo he;

) The presend condition of the individual heating plants
in the various buildings is nol such thatl they need to
be replaced al this time,  According to the informa-
tion reeeived, it will require only 5,000 or £6,000 to
repair thom;

¢} The proposed heating plant will cosl nearly £60,000.

© The annual inlerest on this Jarge sum of money is
more than sufficient to buxy all the coal needed for all
of the Rehoboth baildings for one vear;

d} Having a ceniral heating plant is not an advantage
when heal is required in one particular huilding, e.g.,
in the hospital; and not in other buildings;

€) The saving oblained through the use of a cheaper
grade of coal in a central healing plant can also he
procurcd when stokers are installed in the individuoal
heating plants;

) Although a central heating plant does diminish fire
hazards, there is no spectic danger in having indi-
vidoal heating plants if firing s properly done and
the buildings reguiarhe inspocted,

- The advice of the Committee is adopled.
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In regard to points 6, 7. 8. and 9 of the Expansion Pro-
gram. your Committee advises that these proposals, viz.:

(6) A mission post at a station designated as Beandiful
Monntain, with a home for a campworker;

(7) A chapel al Toadlena, sanie type as at Crown Point;

(8) A mission at Canyon Cito; and

(9) Field chapels—inexpensive buildings—for religious
services, In Indian communitics,

be accepted as information, and be approved as parts of
that Program, but that these proposals shall not he carried
out except upon a decision of a later Synod, save in the
event one or more of these proposed huildings, are offered
to the Board withont any expense to the Church.

This advice is adepted. (Continued in Art. 94.)

o W TR T 42

ARTICLE Ik
The Committee for Reception of Deputies reports that Rev. G.
Van Halsega, emeritus minister of the Gereformeerde Kerken in Ne-
derland, is present at this gathering, who has with him a.letter
from the Deputies of that Church for Correspondence with foreign

churches. Rev., Van Halsema once mors brings greetings from the

Gereformeerde Kerken and addresses Synod in hearty fashicn, to which
Dr. P.Y. De Jong responds. -

ARTIKEL 456

The Report of the Committee of Preadvice on Varia is
now read by Rev, 1. J. Hiemenga:
“EstiEMED BRETUREN: -

(1) Your Commmiltee has ireated the Insiruction of
Classis Orange City, page lit of the Agendum, Part I, in
re “Redisiributie der Classes,” and the Insiruction of the
Counsistory of Prinsburg, Minn,, in re “Classis-indecling,” as
one for the following reasons:

o) According to a slatement of Prinsburg’s Cansistory
{sce page liii} the content of both instructions is the
same. Your Commitlee is of the same opinion and
feels confident thatneithier Classis Orange City, nor
the Consistory of Prinshurg will have any objection
fo (reat their instructions as one;
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I b) The differencs between Classis Orange City agq-Priﬁsburg'g

' Consistory 1s merely a formal one(sge page 1iii). "The Prins-
burg Consistory judged that each instruction legally must come to
Synod from a specific Consistory. Therefors the dglegates to Clas-
sis immediately stated that they maintained the right to forward
their instruction.™ ‘

¢) There is nothing in the letter of Prinsburg’s Consis-
tory thal requires or asks for the attention of the
Synod, exeept the instruetion proper (see holtom of
page liii). : - ~

Wherefore yvour Commitice advises:

a) That Synod approve of this method, viz., to {real
these instructions as one; and _

b)Y Acvept the first part of the letter of Prinshurg’s Con-
sislory—up to the instruction proper—as information.

Adopted.

(2}  Your Committee would also call the attention of
Synod ta the fact that “historically there was an essential
difference in these two instructions. Prinsburg’s original
% Instruction to Classis Orange Cily mentioned “de wensche-
, lijkhietd van een andere en betere indeeling der vier Iowa
_ ' Classes.” . -
) Classis Orange City speaks in its instruction ahout a re-
distribution of the whole Church intlo - len_ or twelve -
Classes, while in its inslruction to Synod Prinshurg also re-
fers to all Classes of our Church.
Synod also accept this as information.
Adopted.

(3)  With respect to the Instruction we advise: Synod
da not accede o this request at this time. Grounds:

: @) The reasons advanced in these instructions are only of

; a praclical nalure, and proceed from the principle
thal representation or delegation should be based upon
the number of families (see ground 2 of Prinsburg’s
instruction).  This assumption is, of course, un-Re-
formed;

* A A TP QL. gthen And bt ter
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() Instruction of Consistory of Fmden, Minn. :

"The Emden, Minnesota Consistory requeats transfer from Cla331s
Ostfrlesland to that of Orange City. :

Grounds:

(1) We are fully three hundred {300) miles distant from the cen-

ter of Classis Ostfriesland and the usual meetingplace of that
Clasgis. We are less than one hundred and fifty (150) miles from

‘the center of Classis Orange City. The congregations of Classis

Orange City are all closer to us than the great majority of Clas-

-gis Ostfriesland. So because of the expenses (Classical as well as

"~ 1in case of vacancy for Classical App01numents, etc.) we request

this transfer;

(2) Usually the Consistory employs the Holland language, also in .

its instructions to Classis. This also causes difficulty and mekes
the transfer for us very de51rable.

Ybur Committee advises that Synod inform the Consistory that this

matter is not within the jurisdiction of Synod, as.long as the
Classes involved have not been consulted.
Adopted.
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b) Ground 2 of Classis Orange Cily and ground 3 of
Prinshurg’s Consistory are very indefinite. I is nol
casy 1o deterniine “when a Classis is too large or loo
small™;

c) A malter so important, affecting the whole Church,
should come from more than one (la‘mq before
Sxynod take any action;

d) In case a re-distribution of certain Classes is (lesuml
Synod refer this matter to such Classes, as the logical

agencies fo fake the initiative, and then come to Synod
for its consent. ‘

Adoptled, with this amendmen! of d: Synod holds that

this question of possible desirability of the re-disiribntion

- of cerlain Classes belongs properly to the Classes particu-

larly interested or involved as the logical agencies to take
the initiative, and then come to Synod for its cousent. .

LA

L
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(3)  Instructions of Clusses. Muskegon and Pella fn re
Calendar Reform;

“Classis overtures Svnod to take note of the fact that the
business interésis at home and abroad are demanding u
‘Calendar Reform.” Of all the plans that have heen pro-
posed, the Cotsworll Inlernational Fixed Calendar appears

10 have more supporters than any other,

“This Calendar, in brief, consists of thirleen standard
months, with cach month as follows:

3] M T w T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 T
8 9 16 11 12 13 14
15 16~ 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

“Each mionth in the vear will alwavs be exactly the same
as that shown above. A new mouth will be inserled be-
tween June and Julv, The 36G3th day will be December 29,
but will have no week-day name. This day, to be knawn as
“Year-day,” will he inseried between Saturday, December 28,

“and Sunday, Januvary 1. In like manner in Leap Year, the

extra dav, June 29, will be placed between Salurdav.

June 28, and Sunday, the first dayv of thesiew month., Tt is -

proposed to have a fixed date for the Easter Sunday.

“In view of these facts Syvnod is asked:

“{1) To express itsell as being opposed lo the proposed
Colsworth Internalional Calendar beeause of the
insertion of the *Year-Day’ between Salurday and
Sunday, making it very diffieull far Christians lo
observe the Lord’s Day at the proper time; and

“(2) To ask other Churches o take a similar sland with
respect Lo the proposed Calendar Reform.

(Classis Muskegon.)”

“Classis requests Synod to register a protest with the or-

- ganization sponsoring the adoption of a new calendar con-

taining thirteen months of four weeks each to a inonth, do-
ing away wilh one or more days cach year. Ground: This
is in conflict with the ovditiance of God, calling for one dayv
out of seven 1o be kepl holy unto 1he Lord. :
{Classis Pella.)}™
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Your Committee advises Synod {o express itself as
follows: '

“We are nol opposed 1o calendar changes as such; pro-
vided such changes prescrve the ancienl and divine arrange-
ment of the fixed days of the week. The weekly cycle or-
dained by God Himself in the very heginning of lime, ac-
cording to the Word of God, should not e allered,” and
forward this statenient {o the National Commillee on Cal-
endar Simplification, and to Congressyman Carl E. Mapes

- of Michigan. i

Adopted.

8y Instruction of Clussis California:  “Classis over-
tures Sxnod Lo register with the American Bible Society a
vigorous protest against stalements made by Rev. S, Parkes
Cadman, D.D., LL.D,, in an article ‘How to Read the Bible,
appearing in the Bible Society Record of January, 1830,
p- 4. The objectionable slatements are: ‘As a collection
of tracts. treatises, and histories, it includes cvery type of

- literature. Folklore, myth, legend, drama, idyll, poetry,
and biography are here associated with meditations, max-
ims. leiters. sermons, parables, prayers, psalms, and can-
ticles. Transmitted to successive generations by providen-
tial oversight, the Bibte’s teacliings reflect the ever-advane: ”
ing moral and religious intelligence of the nations’.”

Your Committee advises Synod to act in accordance with

this instruction. Grounds;

a) Expressions as referred to in the Instruction of Classis
California are enfirely out of harmony with the policy
of the American Bihle Society;

£) Our Church should raise its voice of protest when
such statements are published by a Society that re-

- ceives our financial support.

Adopled.

(7) Report of the Represeniative of the American Bible
Soeiely (sec Agenda, Part 11, p. 210).

Your Conmanittee advises Syvnod {o:

a) Aceept this report as information;

b) Recommend ihis eause for continued financial sup-
port to our churches;

RPN PRSP
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. e) Appeint a represeniative of our Chureh to the Ameri-
can Bible Sociely.
CoAdopted, (Cf. Arl. 128, 7))

. (8) Report of the Representative of the Nalional Chris-
tian Associalion, the Rev, A. H. Bratt, '

The report of vour representative is a commubication {o

the Synodical Committce. It contains a statement of the

fact that the brother does not understand the meaning of
Art. 144 of Acla Synodi 1928, page 156. He is of the opinion
that Synod requires a complele financial statement of all
the receipts and disbursements of the. National Christian
Association. Consequently such a statement is lhierewith
submitted. ‘

Your Commiittee advises Synod to:

a) Accept this report as information;

b) Express itself more definitely as to the meaning of
said Article, as follows: “in re the National Christian
Association, Synod decides lo instruct its representa-
tive 1o include in his report a detailed annual financial

statement covering receipts and disbursements of this

Association, and to-submit the same to the Synodical
Conunittee™; .
“Adopled,

¢) Recommend the Nafional Christian Association 1o
our churches for continted moral and financial
supporl. .

Adopled.

-d) Appoiut a representative of our Clureh lo s
organization,
Adopted. (Cf. Art. 128, 6.)

()  Lord's Day Alliance of the United States. (Cf.
Art. 26.) :

Your Committee advises Synod to:

a) Give this organization its moral support, unless our
representatives advise to the contrary;
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d) To appeint Rev. H. Beels, LI.D., as an Honorary
Vice-President of said Alliance, and Rev. I. J. Hije-
menga as a member of the Board of Managers, as re-
quested by this Board.

Advpted.  (Continued in Art. 81)

ARTIKEL 46
This session is closed with prayer by Mr. A. De Vries.

ZEVENDE ZITTING DINSDAGNAMIDDAG, 17 JUNI

ARTIKEL 47

No. 176 of the Christian Hymnal is sung. Rev. C. Spoel-
hof leads in prayer.

ARTIKEL {8
The Report of the Comnniitee of Preadvice on the Iniro-
ductivn of Hymns is now read by the reporier, Rev, W.
Groen: ~ -
“ESTEEMED BRETHREN:—
Your Commitiee respectfully reports: - -
1. Relalive lo the Infroduction of « Grealer Number of
Hymans into the Public Warship of our Chareches.

A, Your Conunillee had the following material for con-
sideralion: ,
(1) The Report of the Advisory Commitlee appoinied in
1928 (Agenda. Part. 1, pp. 179-207 and Reporl on the

Hymn Question and the text of Approved Hynmns);

{2) Gverture by Classis Pella (Agenda, Part IT, p. xxxiii):

(3) Overture by Classis Zecland (Agenda, Parl. 1L, p.
xxxiii); ,

(1) Overture by the Consistory of First Soulh Hollund
(Agenda, Part 11, pp. xxxiit, xxxiv). Note that in the
Ageunda this overture is misiakenly attributed to Clas-
sis [linois:

{5) Overlure Ly Classis Illinois, as follows: **Classis
lllinois informs Synod that it favors the adoption of
a collection of hyvuns for congregational singing.
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Classis is convinced, however, that our Church should remain
chiefly a psalm-singing Church. It wonld strongly disapprove the
introduction of a very large number of hymns. It urges Synod
to adopt only such hymns as are spec1flcally New Testament in

7 spirit and language";

(6) Overturs by the Consistory of nghland, Ind., as follows.
"Synod do not revise Article 69 of our Church Order. Grounds:

a)This Article clearly shows that the Reformsd Church
shall be a psalmsinging Church;:

b)History has verified the standpoint of the Pathers. Wherever
the songs were permitted thé pslams have been crowded out,
and thehistory will also now repeat itself. And the Scrip-
tures command us to sing psalms (I Chron. 16:L-7; Ps.105:2;
Ps. 95:1,2; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16, ete);

¢)By accepting the standpoint of the Committee one gainsnothing
but confusion. In one place the singing of songs will be
permitted but not in ancther, and that in the same city or
town;
d)By acceptlng the standpoint of the Committee one has left the
standpoint Calvin, Dordrecht (1618-'19), the Afscheiding(183L),

the Terugkeer (1857) and the Doleantle, and adopted the
standpoint of Tuther, " : : : :

(7)A Protest 1by the Consistory of East Palmyra, N.Y., objecting
to the introduction of hymns. The Committee considers this
protest not legally before Synod because 1t was 51gned only
by the Vice-President of the Consistory.-

Received as information.

B. Recommendations:

(1) Your Committee advises that Synod pass a vobte of thanks
to the Advisory Committee on the Introduction of Hymns.

Adopted.
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{2} Your Committee informs Syvnod (hat full cog-
nizance has been taken of the report of the Advisory Com-
mittee, and that their conclusions h'u(' been fully inelnded
in these recommendations,

Received us informalion,

(3) After an extended discussion of the next recom-

mendation of the Cominiltee, a motion prevails to re-com-

mit this matter for another formulation in accordance with
some suggestions which the Commitice received during

“the. discussion upon the floor of Syvnod.  (Continued in

3

Art. 90.)
ARTIKEL 49

The Commitlee for Apporintment of Committees of Pre-
advice informs Svnod that Report XXI on Raedio Pr uuh—
ing (Agenda II,.p. 245) and RL})O 't XXIII' on Reformed
I![erature (%ﬂendq 1L, p. 264) have been referred to the
Commitlee of Preadvice on Publication Matters. It further
informs Synod that an instruetion of Classis Qrange City
has seemingly been lost, This instruetion concerns a di-
vorce problem on which said Classis desires the decision of
Synod. Manuscripts completely covering the case are, liow-
ever. present, and have been given into the hands of the
Comnuillee of Preadvice on Protests.

Received as information, and approved.

ANRTIKEL 50
Synod - goes into executive session.

ARTIREL 51
Bev. I Gritter closes this session with prayer,

ACHTSTE ZITTING, WOENSDAGMORGEN, 18 JUNI

ARTIKEL 52
Psalter No. 280 is sung. Rev. K. Tebben leads in praver.
ARTIKEL 53
2 Appel wordt gehouden, waarbij blijkt dat alle afgevaar-
digden legenwoordig ziju behalve Ouderling J. Hekman,
wiens plaats wordt ingenomen door deu sceundus afgevaar-

#Roll is called, all delegates present except

Elder J. Hekman, whose place is taken by
gsecundus deleuate Dr.G. Broodman,
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digde, Dr. . Broodman, die op verzock van den Praescs
instenuning betuigt mel de “Openlijke Verklaring,”

ARTIKEL 54 ‘ :
Svnod now lakes in hand the Report of the Committee
of Preadvice on Malters of Clhureh Order, Emeriti, ele.,
whicl is read by the reporter, Rev, H. J. Ide Vrics:
“HoxORANLE BRETHUREN :--- ' '
Your Commillee on mallers of Churely Order, cte., hegs
o submit the following report: :

I. Report of Classieal Examiners. ‘
The following brethren report thal they have heen proes-
ent al the classical examinalions and the admillance of can-

didates lo the Minisiry: Revs, K. Tebhen and A, Dé Vrics -

were present al the examination of Candidate J. 13etten;
- Revs, C. Huissen, T. Vander Ark and K. Tebben, the exam-
inalion of M. Vanderwerp; Revs, C. Huissen, K. Tebben and

- I). Hollebeek. the examination of D. Hoitenga and C, Grool;

Revs, D. Hollebeek and C. Huissen, the examinalion of R.
Bronkema and J. Weidenaar; Bevs. K. Tebben, A, B, Voss
and D. Hollebeek, the examination of L. Verduin; Revs. I.
Bruinooge and E. J. Krohne, the examination of J. H. De
Haan and P. Vos; Revs. . T. Vander Ark, C. Huissen and H.
Blystra, the examination of C. Bode; Revs, T. Vander Ark
and C. Hulssen, the examinalion of R. Danhof, R. De Haan,
and C. Witt; Rev. J. Bruinooge, E.-J. Krohne and L."Velt-
kamp, the examination of A. Persenaire, M. Rikkers. and
W. Van Peursem; Revs, . Broinooge, Y. P e Jong and
L. Veltkamp, the examination of J, Geels; Revs. 1. Velt-
Lkamp. E. J. Krolime, and C. De Lecuw, were present at the
meeting of Classis Wisconsin in re the case Racine—Ie
Groot. Rev. J. Bruinooge, 1. Zwier, and E. J. Krohne were
present at the Colloquinm Doctum of Rev, E. J. Massclink,
Classis Grand Rapids West. Rev. H. Baker was present at
the examination of M. Dornbusly and J. Hanenburg, Rev.
Baker reports that at that mecting of Classis Muskegon (he
examiners of Classis Holland and Classis Zeeland failed 1o
be present. Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to
this last matter. :
Received as informaltion.

who upon the invitation of the Chairman,

expresses agrément with the "Public Declara-
i

tion. - o
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II. Quverfures.

A, Overture of Classis California (Agenda, Part 11,
p. xxiii): “Classis overtures Synod lo amend the ruling re-
garding the announcement of names of those who have cou-
fessed before the Consislory transgression of the seventh
commandment (Acta 1908, Art. 54, IX), so that the advis-
ability of such announcement shall be determined by the
Consislory in cach case. Reason: ‘

“Classis has in mind two specific instances that took place
in churches within the jurisdiction of Classis. Communi-
cant members confessed to the consislories of these
churches transgression of the seventh commandment. These
meimbers had come as total strangers to these churches, but
the fact of their transgression had been noted on their let-
ters of dismissal by the Consistories of the Churches from
which the members had departed. In their new church
homes the fact of their transgression was known to no man.
In these cases Classis is convineed that to anmounce the
names of the members who had transgressed would be of
profit neither to the churches before whose Consistories the
confession was made, nor to the members themselves, On
the contrary, Classis foresces {hat should the names he
announced the reputation of these members would be
greatly harmed.”
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Article 5l,IX, Lcts 1908, to which t 1s overture refers, reads
as follows: "In cases of transgression of the seventh commandment
before marriage, t-e Synod of 1908 decided to leave the form of
the ?onfession to the consistory, withthe stricture that the con-
fession at least tske place before the full consistory and the
names are snnounced to the congregation.”

Your Committee sdvises Synod to amend this Article by changing

the last elause tc read:

n . s s s
And in case the sin-is known in the con-

gregation, the names shall beannounced."

Instead of the advice of the Committee Synod decides to ADOPT
the overture of Classis California.

B-

Overture of Classis Illinois (Agenda, Part II, p.xzxiv):

"Synod revise Art. 41 of our Church Order insuch a way that ths
expression, 'whether the poor and thse Christian ‘

A
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Schools are cared for! is split into two, and the reading henceforth.
be: 'Whether the poor are cared for,' and 'whether the consistories
grant needy Christian Schools sufficient support'. Grounds:

a) Thesetwo matters, so different in nature, cannot be linked
together, since the poor belong to the Church as institute, but not

.80 the Christian Schools;

b) It creates confusion in congregations in whose midst there
is not Christian School, to ask both matters in one breath;
c) Both matters cannot in all cases be answered with the same
1 |
yes!; ‘
d) The responsibility of the Church toward the poor is different
from that toward the Christian School."

The advice of your Committee is that Synod decide as follows:
{1) To split the question into two separate questions.

- Reasons:

a) The guestion is a double one, and really requires two answers;

b) In this manner more justice will be done to both causes

concerned. '

Adopted.

(2) To approve of the formulation of the first auestion as given
by Classis Illinois, but no to approve of the formulation of the
second question, since the words "needy" and "sufficient" are too
indefinite. Your Ccmmittee advises Synod to formulate the second

guestion thus: "Does the Consistory suport the cause of Christian
Schoolg?"

Adopted. . -

C. Overture of the Consistory of Second Eaglewood (Agenda,
Part II, p.xzxv): "The Consistory of Second Englewood, Chicago, I1l.
calls the attention of Classis to the following clause in the deci-

sions of Synod of 1928 concerning industrial organizations: 'And
in case the organization
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in spite of this protest, continues in the practice of evil, trien
it ;becomes the Christian's duty to give up his membership is such
and organization!' (II, 3,p.92).

"The Consistory proposes to the Classis that it request Synod to
omit this clause for the following reasons:

(1) It is not true that a member is obliged to leave an organié
zation because his protest is not acted upon,

(2) There may be very weighty reasons for remaining in the or-
ganization, such as to work for the improvement of the union;

(3} The report as amended by the Synod of 1928 seems to contra-
diet itself (see II,3, and III,3):

(L) There are ceses 1nwhlch it is 1mp0551b1e for consistories
to carry out the above decision.”

The decision of Synod of 1928, to whlch this overture refers,
is as follows:

"II. The questions: What is the nature of the solidarity of the
Unions and similar crganizetions? Is every member of such a ga-
thering responsible for the decisions and dealings of such an or-
ganization or not?, sre answered as follows:

(1) A Christian who is a member of a social organization, of
whatever nature, is duty bound faithfully tec exert his in-
fluence as & Christian and to contend for righteousness and
justice;

(2) By consent or silence he personslly becomes fully responsible
for whatever Is sinful in the decisions and practices of the
orgenization to which he belongs;

(3} In order to be personally free from guilt he must-with all
seriousness protest against such practiceés which transgress
the boundaries of justice, and according to ability he must
endsavor to check the evil; and, if the orgenizaticn in spite
of his protest persists in perpetratlng evil, it becomes his
duty as a Christian to renounce his membershlp insuch an or-
ganization (Cf. Agenda, 1926, pp.118,122).

"IIT. To the gquestions, What is the duty of the Church in regard
to this area of life, and, more in particular:
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How must the Church deal regardlng members who find themselves

before problems which arise out of the struggle in secular

life, and who have affiliated with or another organization? the
answer

(1)

of Synod reads:

The Church of Christ is in duty bound through her power, of
the keys to purify herself from those who Jave joined them-
selves to organizations that are essentially in conflict

with the Word of God. Such are also those organizations in

the social realm which either in their constitutions, offi-
cial propeaganda, or in their common practices reveal them-
selves &s anti-Christian,

With respect to those who have joined organizations that
essntially are not in conflict with the Word of God, but

in which is found much that is worthy of disaspprovazl and

in conflict with our Christian rpinciples (as many organiza-
tions of employers and employees), the Church must constant-
ly be ready with instruction and reproval.The Church, which
always has the duty of letting the light of God's Word relate.
to each area of life, warning her members ageinst evil, poin-
ting out the right principles, and to encourage the use of
these, should not neglect that task in the realm of labor,
and should strongly urge her members to seei thelir strength
especially in Christian organizations;

In the case of those who also are members of organizations
that are not essentially in conflict with the Word of God
but in which is found much that is worthy of disapproval and

~in confliet with our Christian principles, church discipline

is to be resorted to only when it is evident that they are
parties to and guilty of actions that are in conflict with
the command of God.In other words, when the purvose of the
society is itself lawful and the organization in its consti-
tution demands nothing of its members, that is in conflict
with justice, the Church cannot proceed with discipline
simply because of membership in such an organization, even
though in such an organization, bot ag to principle and prac-
tice, may defects can be found.
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Here also the rule shall be applied that only if one is perso-
nally guilty of censurable sin shall one become the object
of discipline. (cf. Agenda, 1926 pp. 122,123). Accepted "
Received as information. S
Your Committee advises Synod not to accede to the reguest of
the Consistory of Second Englewood, but to decide to maintain the
reading adopted in 1928. Grounds:
-a) The first objection of this overture is a mere unproven
statement which Synod cannot accept in view of the reading
of the entire paragraph II,3;

b} Article II,3, which the overture wishes eliminated, states
clearly that it is aimed just at such cases as make impossible
the "working for improvement'" mentioned in the second ob-

- Jection;

¢} Article IT,3, and III,3, do not contradict each other. Article
I1,3, and IIT,2, do not contradict edch other. Artiecle II,3,
affirms correctly what is the duty of the Christian, while
Article IIT,3, shows that the attitude of the Consistory should
be, viz., that 1t may, if occasion demand, urge the duty of
leaving an organization as described in II,3, but shall not
proceed to diseipline such a member unless the organization
is in principle anti-Christian, or tos overt acu of the church
member constitute a censurable sin,

~ Adopted.

D. Overture of Classis Pella in re "willful desertion" (Agenda,
Part II, p.xxv): "That Synod express itgelf clearly on the Question
as to whether willful desertion is a Scriptural ground for divorce.
or not. Grounds:

(1)Concerning this there is much uncertainty in our Churches.

And now it appears from the Synodical Agenda for 1930, Part I,
p.76, that the Cormittee in re "Divorce” has omitted the
matter of willful desertion;

(2)Lead1ng Reformed Theologians (see Rutgers, Kerkelijke Ad-
viezen,'I1,233, and other places) and many Reformed Churches
acknowledge willful desertion as a Scriptural ground for
divorce:
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+ our Synods have never come to a clear, well -

;ratlon,
mend that we take a definite standpoint, based
ke

iptural grounds;
needs such & declaration since it has a concrete

ing willful desertion.
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(1) It is in connection with (bis overture that we beg Lo
inform Svnod that according to a Supplementary Report of
. . © the Advisory Conmmittee on Divoree, the churches of South
‘ ' Africa favor the position thal there is only one ground for
" divarce. This is also the posilion laken by Prof. Dr. Rid-

: derbos in the Minority Report which will be submitted to
the Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands.

R : . Received as (nformation.

¢ : (2) Your Committee advises Synod not o accede to the
5 request of Classis Pella inasmueh as our Church has taken
‘ a definite stand (sece decision of 1906) and this abides, ac-
_ cording to Article 31, Church Ordcr, until it be proven con-
i SR trary to God’s Word.

‘ - ' Adopted.

s N ‘ III.  Pefilions. -
’ ) A, Verzoekschrift van Rev. K. W, Forfuin (Agenda,
: Part 1L p. xxvi). "Request" e

Whereas the content of this “Verzoekschrift™” constitutes
a protest against the decision of the Synod of 1928, and
further contains a proposal, neilher of which (protest or
proposal) were brought to the atlention of Synod through
the preseribed ehannels of Consistory and Classis, ailthough
lie had ample opportunity to do so, your Conmillee advises

Svned to take no action on said * )ierzoekschrlft

Adopted. Request!

B. Petition of August Kroon (Agenda, Part II, page
xxviii): *“The undersigned petitions Synod to consider the
advisability of urging thie Consistories of vacant congrega-




'The cs’ling of Ministers from foreign coun-
trics ‘s desmed less necessary and therefor
- urge Tzzant congregations to serlously con-
ider w T g rain fro thls
sider wnetpgy \URSY, GBS 4P 5

; ‘ with 2n evs to the Theological School.
l ‘ llons {0 refrain”from calling ministers” of owner thun lhe

- Christian Reformed Churches. Grounds:

(1) We have a precedent in part for such advice in Acts

5 of Synod of 1848, p. 34. which reads: *Het heroepen
van Predikanten uit ket builenland wordt geacht
minder noodig te zijn cn duarom wordt vacante ge-
meenten in ernstige overweging gegeven of zij zich
daarvan niet dienen le onthouden, met het oog op de
Theologische School.’

Tanae

. % (Although the foregoing decision refers o ‘Predi- . {

kanten uit et buitenland, nevertheless the same
; qrounds on which Synod rests ifs instructions in the ,
‘ above deciston should also hold in the cases nf min- ‘ : !
isters of other denominations.’)

{ (2} Our own Seminary graduates a suilicient number of E 3
%, students to supply our denominalional needs; :
J

(3) We thereby conserve our own denominational prin-
ciples and loyalty in that all our ministers have heen
trained in our Theological School;

|

|~ © (4) We already demand that students who have not had
‘] , training at our School, shall at least take the last vear
I

!

]

[

|

of truining al our Seminary before being declared T

eligible for a call in our Church. (See Acts of Synod

of 1922, Art. 11, par. 3, and Acts of Syvnod of 1924,

Art. 41. Eand F. p. 38). These acts read as follows: : C
i (Acts of Synod of 1922} 1 ‘Students that have pur- o
P sued their studies at institulions not positively Re- ‘
é formed must at least have allended the classes of the
[ last vear at our Theological School, before tliey are
permitted to take the preparatory examination,’

P (Acts of Synod of 1924): ‘Students who have pur-
i sued their theological studies at otlier institutions
must at least have pursued the studics of the senior
vear at our Theological School, in order to be de-
clared eligible for a call in our Church.’

(3) The calling of mibisters and students graduated from

other Theological Schools does not deal fair with
. our own minislers and theological studenis, in that it
' minimizes and ignhores the value of their training - | . :
i : - given them by the Church; ' !

s

Guinisters from foreign countries. - ' |
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(6) ‘The inconsisteney of establishing and supporting our
own schools and Seminary al a greal expoense paid
for v the Church, and at the same time accepling

‘oulsiders’ regardless of where such individuals ob-

tained their theological education.”

(1) Your Commilliee wishes to inform Synod thal this
pelition is supported by Classis Grand Rcll)ld‘-} \cht. al-
though {he Agenda fails so lo state.

Recelved as informalion.

{2) Your Commitlee advises Synod lo accede to this peh-
tion for reasons given therein,

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 57.)

ARTIKEL 55
Elder A. Buteyn closes this session with praver.

NEGENDE ZITTING, WOENSDAGNAMIDDAG, 18 JUNI

- ARTIKEL 367
No. 309 of the Christiun Hymnal is sung, after which
Br. M. J. Wyngaarden leads in prayer. , -

ARTIKEL 57
The discussion of the Report of the Commillee of Pre-

advice on Malfters of Charell Order, Emertti, elc., xq con-
tinued:

V. Report of Committee on Divorce (Ag,cnda, Part 1,
page 76).

(1)  Your Commitiee advises Synod to accept this report
as informalion and to thank the Commitiee for its splendid
work. :

Adopled.

(2) In regard to Resumé and Advice (page 89), vour -

Comnlillee begs 1o inform Synod that it came to an agree-
ment on points one and two and advises Synod to adopt

these conclusions on the grounds given in the report. In

i
}
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regard to point three, we failed lo come to an agreement,
the final vote standing five to five. It was decided to lav.

_lhis matier before Sy nod as it is.

After an extended discussion, Syvnod rlmrdes to refer the
matter back to its Cammittee on Divoree for further study,
fhis Committee to he enlarged by hie addition of two mem-
bers, Praf, 1., Berkhol and Profl. 11 Schultze, .mcl {o report
to Synod of 1932, (Cf. Arl. 128, 1.1)

V. Report of Commiltee “Inzake den Stalus pan Die-
narcit aan Nivi-Kerkelijke Inrichtingen van Onderofjs”
(Agenda. Part I, page 30}.

(1) Your Committee advises Synod Lo accept this re-
port for mfnrmalmn and to thank the Comnnttoc for its

. splendid work.

So decided.

(2) The advice of the Commitiee of Preadvice in regard
to this matter is rejected.

A molivn to adopt the conclusions of the Advisory Com-
mittee appointed by Synod of 1928 (see pp. 36, 37 of Agen-
da 1930, IPact 1) is ‘tabled.

On motion Synod decides to leave this matter in stafus
gito, namely. that every case be judged on its own nierits
by the Classis to which the minister belongs. '

(3) In connection with this, Sypod takes up Part A, 14,
of the Report of the Commiliee of Preadvice on Theolog-
icel Selool and Calvin College, in regard to the ministerial
slanding of the President of Calvin College (cf, Art. 23):

“Syvnad state that a minister can accept the presidency of
Calvin College without lasing his ministerial standing.
Grounds:

a) The Callege belongs to the Church;

b) Its headship 1s a position of the very grealtesi signifi-
cance to our entire depomination; and ‘
¢) The position is one in which the incumbent can exer-
cisc a far-reaehing spiritnal influence.”
pAdapled. - .. L
in re tne Status ofMinisters in Non-

Ecclesgizstical Inetitutions of Learning"
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() In rsgard to the sscond part of the Report "Re the Status
of Ministsrs at Non-Ecclesiastical Institutions of Learning,"
your Cormittee advises as follows:

a) Firsy, we wish to inform Synod that points 1,2, and3 and
5,b, recuire no action sice these matters have been dlsnosed of
at the Synod of 1%28,
Received as information.

b) In regard to II,l, page L2, your Committee advises Synod
not to express ivself now in re this matter, but to accept thse
second z2dvice of the Committee on p. l6: "That Synod appoint a
Committee to make =z basic study of this matter, and serve the
next Synod with a report and advice." Ground: In this report the
Committee calls our attention to the repsated occurrence of giving
leave of zbsence to ministers for further study; a matter that
certainly demands a decision of Syned.

Adopted.
' o ¢c) In regard to II1,5,2, p.ltb, your Committee advises Synod to
r ‘ accept the advice of the Cormittee on p.l8: "To reject thkis propo-
: sal on these grounds."
Adopted.

d) In regard to II1,7, your Cormittee advises Synod to accept
the advice of the Committes on p.h9: "Also not to enter intoc this
i & proposal because the grounds it wants declared for this, are already i
} abundantly presented in the Church Order."

] ' - Adopted. (Continued in Lrt., 83.) [

ARTICLE 58

Elder J. Hofstra,Sr. closes this session with prayer.

- .
L . - .

TERTE SESSION, TWURSDAY'MORNING, JUNE 19

ARTICLE 59

After Psalter No. 281 is sung, Rev. H. Blystra opens this
session with prayer.
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ARTIKIEEL 60
Bij het appel blijkt dat alle afgevaardigden {egenwoordig

zijn. Tne roll call shows that all delegates

are present. ARTIKEL 61

Syvnod now takes in hand the second parl of the Report of
the Committee of Preadvice on the Introduction of Hymas,
ete.. relative to the Revision of the Psalter:

1. Revision of the Psalter,

A, This Committee informs Synod that five overlures
asking for a Revisien of the Psalter are legally npou the

Syvnodical table. Thesc overtures are by

Classis of Grand Rapids East (Agenda, Part I, p. \\\1)
Classis of Sioux Center (Agenda, Part U, p. xxxi);
Classis of Holland (Agenda, Part 11, p. xxxii};
Classis of Orange City (Agenda, Part 1, p. xxxii);
Classis of Pella (Agenda. Part 11, p. xxxii);

and are as follows:

" Synod decide o appoint a Committee {o make a thoro
study of vur English Psalter with a view to advising the
following Syvnod (1932} as 1o which of the 413 sclections
can be best eliminated. as heing unsatisfactory, especially
as regards the tunes, and {o recommend as substitutes for
some of Lhese. new melrical versions of nol fewer thun
twenty-five and not more than fifty Psalims which can Le
sung to the best tunes of our Duteh Psalter, these chorales
also to be selected by the Committee.  If necessary, this
Committee shall be anthorized to make the expense re-
quired for the procuring of these new metrical versions.
Grounds:
(1) Our present Psalter eontains too many of the shorl.
four-line stanzas. Not a few of the tunes, especially
. for these selections, are loo dry o he uscd with
satisfaction;
{2) Even if the corresponding utch cherale of such an
unsatisfactory seleetion in our English *salter would

notl Ire worth using, said mnmber from owr English -

Psaller could very well be omitled, since there are
more han enough numbers ((113) in this Psaller.
Moreover. a new medrical version could be prepared
o fit a salisfactory (une {chorale or otherwise) from
anather Psalter or Hymnal;
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The Classis gives its support to the proposal
of Classie CGrandRapids East in re the revi-
sion of our 'English Psalter!'."
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() Many of the Duteh ’saim tunes are beauwtiful chor-
ales which our people have learned {o love and would
e glad to sing in our American-speaking churches.
In view of this and also of the revival of interest in
this {xpe of music, it would be very regreltabie if we
made noe effort {o preserve our musical heritage.”

* (Classis Grand Rapids East.)

“De Classis heeht hare adhaesic aan het voorstel van Clas-
sis Grand Rapids Oost in betrekking 1ot hel herzien onzer
‘English Psalter’.” (Classis Sioux Center.)

“Classis overtures Syvnod to undertake the revision of our
American Psaller, 1he revision to retain only those num-
bers of our presentl Psalter which experience has proved fit
for publie worship. substituling for the otlrer a mumber of
the best chorales from gur Dutch Psalter.  Grounds:

- (1) Our present Amcerican Psaller contains too many
numbers which are musically unattractive and unfit
for public worship; "

(2) Out Dutch Psaller contains some wonderful lunes

which we should preserve as a preciaus parl of the - — -

hieritage of onr fathers.” (Classis Holland.)

“Synod provide ways and means to effeet a revision of
our English Psalter, especially with a view to the follow-
ing two matters:

A. The numbering of the songs in such a wayv that the
mmber of the Psalin (as found in Secripture) receives the
emphasis instead of the nuinher of the tunes, as is af pres-
ent the case in aur Psalter. By the presenl arrangement the
number of the Psalm tends to become practically lost as
far as the consciousness of the congregation is coucerned,
and numbers are substifuted which do not at all coincide

~with the numbers of the Psalins themselves;

3. The incorporation into our English Psalter of those
‘Chorales’ from our Duteh Psalter which are judged to be
- the most appealing and suitable,”

(Classis Orange City.)

“De Synode neme inaalregelen om onze “Psalter” te ver-
heteren door het min geschikte in melodieén en berijmingen
te verwijderen, en nieuwe nrelodieén op te nemen, met
Synod tzke measures to improve our "Psalter"
by exeluding less suitable meleodies and
rhymes, and adopt new melodies,
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ntiful choral music of our old Psalms and alsc
cationg. _

nt of cur Pgalter is necessary tc make the sing-
more attractive and easier, and to render the
_poetic form.' Then too such a revision 1s especially
ne Zymns are increasingly popular, and there is real
e present situation our Psgalm singing will be a thing

in particuler, the be
search Ir'or new ve T
Suer: an impr
ing of our Psalte
original in mcre p
demanded, where % P
denger thst in th
of the past."

(Classis Pella.)

B. Your Conunittee having considered the overtures of
{he Classes of Grand Rapids Easl, Sijoux Cenier, Holland,
and Pella, and Part B of the overture of the Classis of
Orange City, advises Synod to appoint a Commitlec tomake
a thorough study of our English Psalter with a view to ad-
vising the following Synod (1932) as to which of the 413 se-
lections can best be eliminated as being unsatisfactory, espe-
cially as regards the tunes, and to reconnmend as substi-
tules for some of these, new metrical versions of not fewer
{han twentv-five and not more than fifty Psalms which can
he sung to the best tunes of our Dutch Psalter, these chor-
ales also to be selected by the Committee. I necessary, this k
Commiliee shall be authorized to make the expense required §
for the procuring of these new merical versions, provided |
that the expenses shall not exceed the sum of $1,500. - —

Grounds:

(1) Our present Psaller conlains too many of the short,
four-line stanzas. Not a few of the tunes, especially
for these selections, are too dry to be used with sat-
isfaction;

(2) Even if the corresponding Dutch chorale of such an
unsatisfaclory selection in our English Psalter would.
pol be worth using, said number from our English
Psalter could very well be omitted, since there ave
more than enough numbers (413) in this Psalter.
\Moreover, a new metrical version could be preparcd
(o fil a satisfactory tune (chorale or otherwise) from
another Psalter or Hymnal; '

(3) Many of the Dutch Psalm tunes are heautiful chor-
ales which our people have lcarned to love and would
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be glad to sing in our English-speaking ehurches. In
view of this, and also of the revival of inlerest in
this type of musie, it would be very regrettable if we
made no effort to preserve our musical heritage.

Adepled.

C. Your Commillec advises Svnod to refer Parl A of
the overture of Classis Orange CHy lo the Commillee ap-
pointed under 1.

Adapted.  (Continued in Art. 90.)

ARTIKEL 62

The Report of the Committee of Preadvice in re Profests
attd Apprals is read by the reporter, Dr. G, Goris:
“EsTEEMED BRETHREN :—

The Commitiee of Preadvice in re Protests and Appeals

~ has the honor 1o report the following:

I.  An Appeal of Elder L. M. Breen of the Madison Ave,
Chr. Ref. Clhureli of Paterson, N. J., from the aclion of
(lassis Hackensack to the Synod of 1930.

A. There are legally hefore Synod the following docu-
ments hearing on the case:

(1) An Appeal to Synod by Mr. L. M. Breen conluining::_ -

a) Grievances against the Consislory;

£) Reply of the Consistory;

¢) An Appeal to Classis;

) Reply of Classis;

€) Appeal from decision of Classis.
(2) A Report to Classis in re Consisfory of Madison Ave.

and Mr. Breen by Comuniltee of Classis Hackensack,
(3) Addenda to Appeal to the Synod by Mr, L. M. Breen.

{1} A Reply of the Committee of Classis te the Addenda
lo the Appeal of Mr. L. M. Breen to Synod. _

Received as informnation.

3. History of the Case.

In the vear 1921 Mr. L. M. Breen promised to give $600
toward the remodeling of the Madison Ave. Church. Then
{rjuoting his own words), “T was asked to prepare a sketch

L S
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for the said remodeling, and did so. Elder H. V. O. also
prepared a sketeh. 1 fold thie huilding commitice that if 1
prepared the plans, specifications, and superintended the re-
modeling it would cosl then $100. Elder I1. V. ). was in-
siructed {o prepare plans for the said remodeling. When
the committee was soliciling subscriptions hefore building

_ operations were begun, 1 asked the pastor if 1 could change

my subscription from $600 to $200. The pastor advised me
to see the subscription committee.”

This Mr. Breen did. The committee referred the matler
to the Consistory, where it was discussed at length. Finally
the President of the Consistory advised the Consistory to
instruct the committee to report to Mr. Breen, “We leave it
with you and your conscienee and yvour God.” No formal
aclion was taken in this matter and no record made in the
minutes. Two members of the commitlee reported this
informal action of the Consistory to Mr. Breen, wherenpon
he, on March 3, 1925, paid the $200. The $400 was carried
on the subscription list as still being due,

January 1, 1927, Mr. Breen was elected Elder. Soon af-
ter he assumed his office of Elder, there developed at the
Consistory meelings some discussion as to the authority of
deacons. On July 9th it was necessary to discipline some
members.  After discussing the matter, a deacon made a
motion and anotlier supported it, to ask the individuals lo
appear at the next Cousistory meeting. Mr. Bréen then
asked the Consistory, “Should not this be done by the El-
ders?” One deacon, a Mr. P. De Mol, was offended by this
question, and refused to take part in the remainder of the
discussion. : '

After the close of the meeting Mr. L. M. Breen approached
Mr. P. De Mol on this matter, telling him that he regretted
his (deacon De Mol's) attitude and actions in the maiter.
Deacon De Mol then said, “If vou were any kind of a man
vou would pay the church the $100 you owe it.” Mr. Breen
emphalically denied he owed the $400, and deinanded that
he retract the statement and apologize, This Mr, De Mol re-
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fused to do. Mr. Breen then, on July 19th, 1928, hrought {o
the Censistory the following charges:

(1} “His {lr. De Mol's) refusal to take part in Consis-
tory because of Elder B3reen’s conlention that a Dea-
con cannol, according to the Church Order, take a
leading part in matters of Church discipline and gov-
ernment except in the province of the poor;

{2) ~That at the close of the said meeting in the presence
of Consistory members, Deacon De Mol aceused El-

" der Breen with conduet unbecoming a Christian,
with the words, ‘If vou were any kind of a man vou
would pay the church the $§400 you owe il’;

{3} Deacon De Mol does not honor the position of Elder
Breen as an Elder, by refusing to be advised and
speaks disrespeetfully of him.”

After some discussion, Consistory disposed of this matfer
with the following resolution {sec Minutes of July 18, 1928),
“Inasmuch as the campaign for raising subscriplions lo
Building Fund has heen closed, we consider this matter
final.” N -

This, however, dird not satisfy Mr., Breen. A vommitlee
was then appointed to seck to dispose of the matier, but

while nieeting with him, Mr. Breen stated thal he fearcd

the committee could not settle the matter. The matter was
then again brought to the Consistory by the committee.

There were three matters lo which Mr. Breen called
attention:

(1) The matter of the authority of deacons. In regard to
this matter the Consistory decided “to go on record
as being in perfeet accord with Art. 30 of cur Confes-
sion of Faith.”

{2} Unchristian and untruthful remarks of Mr. De Mol
Answering this, the Consistory decided, “that inas-
much as there is a difference of opinion as to the
matter whether Mr. Breen owes the sum of $400 or
not. we give Mr. Breen the benefit of the doubt and

thereby release him from paying the amount, as.

there is no record on the minutes of the Conststory.”

T R IV
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3) The charge that deacon e Mol does not “lionor Mr.
Breen's posmon as an elder and speaks disrespect-
fully of himn,” in regard to which the Consistory de-
cided to accept Mr. De Mol's slatement that he “rec-
ognized Mr, Brecn as an elder and that he regreited
speaking to Mr. Breen in the matner in which bhe
did on the night in question™ (see Minnles of Aug, 13,
-1928). _

This did not satisfy Mr. Breen, sinee it was the contenls:

and not the manner of Mr. De Mol's speech to which he -

objected. He gave notice that he would appeal to Classis.
This he did Get. 16, 1928 (see Exhibit 1}. The appeal was

-based on the same three matters mentioned above: (1) The

action of the Comnsistory in permitling deacons {o take a
leading part in the meetings; {2} The failure to keep a
record of an important finanecial obligation of $400; (3) The
failure of the Consistory to rebuke Mr. De Mol for the con-
tents of his words as well as the manner in which he uttered

- {hem.

In regard to point 1, Classis decided not to sustain Mr.

‘Breen. Grounds:

“q) There is no conflict between Elder Breen and the
Consistory of Madison Ave. with respect to the ques-
tion whether deacons take a leading part in the dis-
cussion of matters of discipline and ehurch govern-
ment.”

“b} In as faras Mr. Breen contended on the floor of Clas-
sis that deacons do not form part of the Consistory,
lienee Classis sustains the Consistory of Madison Ave.
because it is in complete harmony with our Confes-
siotr (Art. 30) and the prevailing custom in the Chris-
tian Reformed churches.”

In regard to point 2, Classis decided not to sustain Mr.

- Breen, since the suinutes. of the Consistory do show that a

faithful record has been kept, as well as the original sub-
scription list on which the brother signed his name for the
£600 toward the remodeling of the Lhurch although he only
paul %200 toward his obligation.

In regard to not honoring Mr. Breen as an Elder (point 3),
Classis decided not {o sustain Mr, Breen “inasmuch as there
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is no ground for his protest; since (1) Classis does nol see
the need of adding the word ‘honor’ lo ‘recognize’; (2) dea-
con De Mol has not staled that he did ot honor Mr. Breen:
(3) the Consistory of Madison Ave. has required of Mr. Pe
Mol to state his regrets for the manner in which he spoke
to Mr. Breen.” _

Mr. Breen then made known his intention to appeal to
Synod. A copy of this appcal was received by the Classis
Oct. 14, 1929, Classis then decided to put forth another cf-
fort to hring about a reconciliation hetween Mr. Breen and
the Consistory of Madison Ave,, and appointed a commitlee
charged with the task of secking to bring these parties {o a
“mutual and satisfactory understanding,” This commitiec
asstined that there wvas a sincere desire on the part-of both
parties to have the existing difficulties remeoved, and there-

- fore drew up a basis of agreement which was to he pre-

seiited to both parties, separately. Because of {he additional
information and the purpose of the committee, the basis of

‘agreement differs somewhat from the action of the Classis.

(See report to Classis Hackensack in re Consistory of Madi-
sou Ave) -

This basis of agreement was submitted first to the Con-
sistory of Madison Ave. Dec. 12, 1929, and after much dis-
cussion was {inally, because of a sincere desire for reconcili-
afion, aceepted as a whole. :

On Dece, 13, 1929, the Comumittee met with Mr. Breen and
suhmitted this same basis of agreement fo him, After mueh
explanation and discussion Mr. Breen finally accepted the
first two points. DBui as soon as the matter of Mr. Breen's

obligation to pay the $400 was mentioned his aftitude .

changed complctely and it soon appeared that as far as Mr.
Breen was concerned no reeonciliation was possible.  The
Committee then left. Upon leaving, Mr. Breen asked one of
the members if he could have a copy of this basis of agree-
ment. He promised to send Lim a copy. But the Commit-
tec after discussing the matter, decided that it would not be
fair to the Consistory of Madsion Ave., whiel had not heen
given a copy, and so nolified Mr. Breen, adding that the
Commiftee was willing to meet with Mr. Breen again if he

- so desired, to further ehicidate any points concerning which
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he was still uicertain,  In answer to this nolification, the
Commniittee reveived the following statement: “The floor of
the Synod of 1930 seems to be the only place where our
problem can be properly adjudicated.”

Addenda fo the Appeal of the Synod were received by
Classis, March 1930, from Mr. Breen, in which he pro-
tested against the action of the Committee. Classis
placed this matter into the hands of the Committee to
draw up a reply to these Addenda, and forward the same
to Synod.

Received as. information.

The “Basis of Agreement,” referred to ahove, which was
drawn up by the Committee of Classis Hackensack, and
submitted to the Consistory of Madison Ave. and Mr. Breen,
reads as follows:

“The Commitiee, in its deliberations, has assummed that
there is a sincere desire on the part of hoth parties to come
to a mutual understanding, and to have the existing ditlieul-
ties removecl. according to the will of our Lord, in the spirit
of real Chrisiian love. so that Gad’s name may be glorified
and brotherly love mayv cantinue. '

“In order to obtain these resulis, the Committee has care-
fully and praverfully considered bolh sides of the existing
difliculties. and, depending upon the sineere desire of the
Consistory and Mr. Breen to come to an understanding, the
Commitler is confident that the difliculties can easily be
removed.

“Reviewing the case as it has come lo the attention of the
Classis, the Committee comes to the eonclusion that there
are three main difficulties, which in Mr. Breen’s appeal take
the form of grieveances. The first is found in Mr. Brecen's
appeal, pages -6, 11, 18, and 19, in re “Deacon Question.”

“A. At the present stage of the controversy there seems
to be no essential difference between Mr. Breen and his Con-
sistory. Botlh sides believe that *Decacons should not take
the leading part in matters of church diseipline, ar outvote
Elders in spiritual matters,” When this (uestion arose, the
Consistory emphasized the prevailing custom in our
churches and Art. 30 of our Confession, while Mr. Breen
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cimphasized equally strongly our Church Order and the
Form of Ordination. Hence the difficulty.

“The Commiltee suggests that inasmuch as the Lonqlslo'*\
also believes that deacons should not take a leading part in
matters of chureh discipline, it (the Consistory) express this
in the presence of Mr, Breen,

iNote: Leading part in this recommendation means
that in all matters of discipline, deacons are not exciuded
from voting—as leng as no definite action has heen laken
either by the Consislory or the congregation to divide the
Consistory into two separate bodies of elders and deacons. ]

“13. In re ‘The Owmission in the Minutes of the Consis-
tory of the $400 and the aclion of the Consistory with re-
spect to it.”

“It appears that Mr. Breen is inclined to believe that 1his
action was omitted from the Minuies because of ‘a charit-
able motive to conecel my request and {o protect iy namne.”

(Appeal. p. 16). The Consistory claims that no forma!l ac-

tion was taken. and therefore nothing could appear in the
Minutes. The Committee concludes that the Consistory
made a technical error. The request to cancel the $100
caine to lie Consistory in {he proper way, through the pas-
lor and through the commitiee. The Cousistory should
have taken definite aetion. And in case definite action was
taken. this action should have been recorded in the Min-
utes. The Consistory should have acted upon the request
and recorded its action.

- *C. Inre ‘Bemarks of Mr. De Mol.’

“The whole question of the paviment or cancellation of
the £100 was informally disposed of by the Consistory when
it left the matier “to Mr. Breen and his conscience and his
God.” If any exception or objeclion was to he made with
respect o this advice, il should have been made at thaf time,
While it was Mr. De Mol's privilege to have his private
opinion on the matter, he should not have made the state-
ment which he did make. Mr. De Mol, and in facl every
one. has the right to hold one’s private opinion, but we have
no right to say what we think at all times. Mr. De Mol had
thie privilege o protest against any adviee or action of the
Consistory, and should have doue so at the proper line.
Sinee he did not do this, his remarks at a later date were
out of place.
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«On the other hand, the Conmittee cannol escape the
. conclusion that a great deal of the controversy is dite {o the
7. fact that Mr. Breen reduced his pledge from $G00 to $209.

A pledge once made in good faith onght to he keplt. .I\'o
- Consistory can excuse a person from a moral obligation,
- onee made to the Lord and His cause. Mr. Breen ought to
" realize that he placed the Consistory in a diflieult position,
" when he asked the Consistory to reduce his pledge, once
“-made in good faith.” : :

Received as information.

. C. Aduvice to Synod.

Your Committee would advise Synod nol to sustain Mr,

Breen in liis appeal to the Synod, but {0 advise Mr, Breen
~ to subnit to the “Basis of Agreement” as drawn up by the

- (lassis of Hackensack with but the change of a single clause

in Part *C.” Instead of reading: “No Consistory can excuse

- aperson,” it should read: “A Consistory cannot ordinarily.”
* ‘Grounds for this advice: _
(1) To the first part of the Basis of Agreement which
called for an explicil expression by the Consistory in
the presenee of Mr. Breen that deacons should not
take a leading part in matters of church discipline,
Mr. Breen has already agreed; -

(2) To the second part, namely, that the Consistofy made

a technical error in notl taking definite action in a°

matter that caie to the Consistory in a proper way,
and that the Consistory should have acted upon the
request and have recorded its action, Mr. Breen has
also agreed;

(3) In regard to the third point to which Mr. Breen did
not agree, namely, the matter of the statement of Mr.
De Mol, the Classis meets Mr. Breen in his protest by
stating, through its Commnittee, that Mr. De Mol, if
he had any objection to the way in which the matter
of the £4}) was disposed of, should have stated this
objection at that time, and added that, though a man
has a right {o his private opinions, he has no right to
say what he thinks at all timmes, and since Mr. De Mol
did not protest the action of the Consistory at the
proper time, his remark at a later date was out of
place;
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(4) The only point on which the Commillee insisled was
the conclusion, that “A great deal of the controversy
was due to the fact that Mr. Breen reduced his pledge
from $600 to $200, and that a pledge once made in
good faith ought to be kept.” The Classis did not
state thal as far as lthe Consistory was concerned the
amount of $400 was still due. It simply fell back on
the original answer given Mr. Breen “that it be left

: to his conscience and his God”;

{5) Madison Ave.'s Consislory showed its wlllmgnesq 1o
beeome reconciled in every way, as is evident from
the fact that they acceded to all the points in the
Basis of Agrcement submitied by the Commitice of
Classis.  One could therefore the more reasonabty
expeet that Mr. Breen would be willing to aceept the
last point, the only one requiring any concession on

- his part.

On motion it is decided to give Mr, Breen the privilege of
the floor during the discussion of his case.
After a lengthy discussion, the advice of the Commniitte
is adopted. (Continued in Art. 67.)
' ARTIKEL 63
The Conummittee for the funeral arrangements of Bev

A. I Brink announces the following:

Burial will take place at Lynden, Wasb., the home of Rex.
awd Mrs. A, J. Briuk. A fuueral service will be held in the
Bates Street Christian Reformed chureh of Grand Hapid:
on Friday afternoon at 2 o'clock. Thie Synodical delegate:
will meet in the basement of this choreh, and attend the
services in a bodv. Mrs. Brink leaves the choice of tiu

~speakers for this occasion.to Synod.

Oun motion it is decided that Rev. W, P, Van Wyk, a:
President of Synod, and Rev. A. Guikema, as one of tl
delegates of Classis Pacifie, shall he the speakers, the forme:
in the English, the latter in the Holland language.

It is further decided to appoint the officers of Synod :
Committee to express to Mrs. A. J. Brink {he sympathy o
Svnod. (Cf. Art. 75.}

ARTIKEL 64
This session is closed with prayer by Elder W. Bareman
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ARTIRKEL 65 _
" Psaller No. 237 is sung, and Rev, N, Jansen leads in
prayer.
ARTIEEL 66

- The Revs. J. L. Heeres and L. Vellkamp are absent for the
afternoon. Their alternates are present, the Revs, E. B,
Pekelder and J. O. Bouwsma, and at the request of the
President express thieir agreement with the “Puablic Dec-
laralion.” \

ARTIKEL 67
Continuation of the Report on Profests and Appeals:

II. Protest of Rev. J. S. Dykstra against the deecision of

the Svnod of 1928,
A. The protest is legally before Synod.
Received as informalion.

B. ‘Your Commiltee wishes to inform Synod that Rev,
Dvykstra protests only agaiust the third point of the decision
of the Synod of 1928 in regard to his case, which reads:
“Verklaart, ‘dat zoo hij in 1930 nog uniet in kerkelijken
dienst is, daarmiede ziju radikaal als predikant vervalt.”

Also that he basis his protest on the contention that he
should be treated as a wminister who has been declared -

Emeritus. He gives three reasons for this contention.

In regard ta the first reason, your Conunittee feels that
{his cannol be maintained, since the ground for emeritlation
according io Art. 13 is inability to perform the duties of the
oflice oh account of age or sickness.

In regard to the second reasol, it is the u)utenllon of your

Conmmittee thal, though Rev. Dyksira has put forth efforts -

to secure a place of labor in the ministry according to the
injunction of the Synod of 1928, he cannot contend that,
since lie failed to receive a eall after having conie to be with-
cut a charge due lo circuinstances, that his situation though

analogous is identical with the case of a man who. dne to
physical disability or age, is no longer able to continue his

wark.
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In answer to the third reason, vour Commitiee wouls
slate that the Synod of 1928 was not penalizing Rev, Dyk
stra for supporting himself instead of asking for subsidy
hut was merely acting according 1o Art. 13 of the Churcl
Order, which makes no provision for the retaining of {h
status of a minister in the circumstances in which Rev. Dyk
stra finds himself, namely, not actively engaged in the work
nor declared an Enteritus.

Recefved as informution.

C. Your Committee advises Synod to abide hy the actio:
of the Synod of 1928 in regard to the first two points of il
decision, and to echange point three so as lo extend ih
titne given Rev. Dykstra to sccure a place of lahor fron
1936 to 1932. Reasons:

(1) Rev. Dykstra has been puiting forth efforts o sceur .
a call during the last two vears, which efforts nm
bear fruit within the next two vears;

(2) Rev. Dyksira deelares it is his desire o remain in Lh
niinisiry; .

{3) The Reformed Churches have alwayvs procecde
slowly with the matter of depriving an individual ¢
his stalus as a minister,

Adopted. '

P —

! - ) IIL.  Request of Con.w'.-:lory‘ of Hospers, lowqa, in re
Divorce case, _
A. DBrief history of the case.

Thte Consistory of Hospers applied at the Classis ¢
Orange City for advice in the malier of a divorce case |
whicl: one of the members of the Chureh at Hospers is i
volved. C(lassis Orange City referred this matier to (i
Synod. On May 13, 1930, the Consistory notified our Stalc

‘ # Clerk of Synod, “heel deze echischeidingszask terug te tre!
ken, daar de vraag eigenlijk is: mag die vrouw echischet
ding aanvragen op beschuldiging van haar man, dat zij zev
overspel hedreven hebben, wat zij beslist ontkent en doern
hem nog niet is bewezen. De meerderheid des Kerkeraanc™
dacht dat dit geen grond was voor echischeiding volgess
Synodaal besluit, en had in dezen geen advies meer noodigs *

Reeeived as informalion.

4 "withdraw this entire divorce case, since the question really
ig: may that wife ask for divorce because of the charge of her hus-
: - band that she had committed adultery, which she definitely denies and
) - has still not been proved by him. The majority of the Consistory
thought that this was no ground for divorce according to Synodical
decision, and was not in need of adviee any more."
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8. These documents have come hefore the Synod in the
proper way, and we advise Sy¥nod to receive them as infor-
mation.

Received as information.

C. Your Commitiee has also received a communication
from the Rev. A. B. Voss, pastor of the Church ai Hospers,
which we have taken into consideration.

Received as [nformation.

D. Your Comumitiee advises as follows: In view of thal
part of Art. 30 of our Church Order which reads, “In major
assemblies only such matters shall be dealt with as could
not be finished in minor assemblies,” the Conmmittee advises
Syned not to enter upon this matter.

Adopled. (Conlinued in Art. 73.)

ARTIKEL 68
Continuation of the Report on Publicalion Mallers:

. “EsTEEMED BRETWHREN:

The following documents remain to be treated by vour
Committee: - ,

A. The report of the Commilttee on Educalion (Agen-
.da, p. Ivii f.f. (Report No. XX1V);

B. Overtures from Classes Grand Rapids Easl, Sioux
Center. and Wisconsin concerning the “abolition of the
International Sunday School Lessons and the introduction
of a mew systenn of our own™ {Agenda, pp. xix-xxiii};

C. The overture from Classes Pella (Agenda, p. xviii)

3t concerning “‘de noodzakelijklieid om onze jeugd meer on-
derwijs te geven in de Kerkgeschiedenis'™;

D. The overture from Classis Sioux Center concerning
“het opslellen van cen stel Veaagboelkjes” (Agenda, p.
xiil); "preparing a series of Question Books"

E. Report of the Commitice to Investigate whetlier the '
American Federation ci Labor is a nentral organization
(Report No. XVL Agenda, p. 216 {.f.);

F. Report of the Commiittee on Chrislian Social and
Industrial Orvganizations (Report No. XVII, Agenda pp.
231-235); : .

s "the necessity of giving our youth more in-
struction in Church History"

et L A TR T AN
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© G. Report of the Commitlee for Reformed Liferatur.
(Report No. NXI1II, Agenda, pp. 2064-265) (See Supplc
ment X1); :

H. Report of the Commitice on Radio Preaching (1
port No. XX, Agenda, Part 11, pp. 245 £.).
Recetved as information.

A. (1) With Regard to the Repert of the Commitice 0.
Education your Commitice recommends that Synod:

d} Accept it for information; ‘

b) express its appreciation of the work of the abov
Committec; ‘

¢) bring the report to the atlention of pastors and co
sistories for consideration.

Adopted. (See Supplement XIL)

(2) Further yvour Committee calls the attention of Syvno

to a question which the Commitice on Education wishes

lay before your Honorable Body, i.e., that of the possibilil

- and profit of providing a course ¢f pedagogy and praetic

catechetical methods for prospeetive ministers (Agenda, )
Ixxvii). 7

Your Comriiliee Tecoinmends that Synod refer this ma.

ter to the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminar,

Adopted.

(3) Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to !
fact that the ferms of Rev. L. J. Lamberts and Dr. H. !
Mceter expire, and that a new member must be appointc
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mr, B, Sevensn
(Agenda, p. Ixxviii). '

Referred to the Commilice on Appoiniments (cf. A1
128, 17.) : '

3. With regard to the overtures of Ciasses Grand Ra .
ids East, Sioux Center, and Wisconsin in re Infernafion
~ Sunday School Lessons (Agenda, pp. xix-xxiii):
Your Committec refers 1o the decision of Synod of 19%%
(Acts of 1928, Art. 16, p. 31, substitute motion at foolck
page): “De Synode Lesliit de zaak van eigen Zondag
: school lessen te leggen in handen van de ‘Committee gw

Synod decides to refer the matter of our own
Sunday School lessons to the Committee on
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‘Education’, om de Synode van 1930 te dienen met advies

‘inzake de \\cnsdlelukheld en de mogelijkheid van cigen
. Zondagsschool lessen.”

Your Committee reconumends that Synod request the
Committee on Education to carry out this insiruction and
report to next Synod. ‘ :

Adopted, with this amendment that the Commitlee on
Education be requested to present at least an outline of the
course of lessons they believe ought to be introdueced.

C. Inrethe Overture of Classis Pella omtrent “de nood-
zakelijkheid om onze jeugd meer onderwijs te geven in de
RKerkgeschiedenis™ (Agenda, p. xviii):

Your Committee recommends that Synod refer Classis
Pella to the BReport of the Committee on Educaiion for a

“femporary answer (Agenda, p. Ixxii-lxxiv) and refer the
overturc 1o the Committee on Education for further eon-

sideration,
Adopted.

D. In re the Overture of Classis Sioux Cenfer in re
“het opstellen van een stel \raagheekjes (Agenda, page
xviii £.): ‘

(1) Im view of the fact that from the Report of the
Committee on Edueation it appears that no such variety

exists with regard to books on junior docfrine (Agenda,.

p Ixi),
Your Conmmittee recommends that Synod take no actlion
with regard to textbooks of this type.

Adopted.

(2) Since, however, the Report shows that there is need
for a thorough course of Bible Study and Sacred History
Work (Agenda, p. 1xsvi),

Your Committee recommends that the Synod refer to the
Committee on Education fhe matter of devising ways and
means to mect the needs as to Sacred Hislory texts, to re-
port to next Synod.

Adopled.

serve Synod of 1930 with advice
goility and p0551b111ty of having
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E. Inre Report of the Comimittee to investigate whether
the American Federalion of Labor is a neuiral organiza-
lion (Report No. XVI, Agenda, Part 11, pp. 216 f.f.):

Your Commitlee recommends that Synod:

a) Accepl the report of the Commiltee as information;

b) thank the Commiltee for its labors; ‘

¢) pass the information given hy the Commitiec on to

the churchies. Your Committee advises Synod not to
commit itself on the character of the A. F. of [..-

Grounds:

{1) We have no assurance that the A. F. of I.. will re-
tain its present charaeler and reinain free, e. g,
from radical soecialism and communism;

(2) If Synod commit itself on the A. F. of L. the
danger arises that similar investigation couwnit-
ment will be requested for other organizations.

Adopled.

F. In re Report of the Committee ou Christian Social
and Industrigl Organizations (Report No., XVII, Agenda,
pp. 231-233), - :

Your Committee recommends that Synod:

a) accept the report for information;

b) thank the above Commnittee for its labors;

¢) accept the conclusions reached in this report {Agenda,
pp- 234-233), which read as follows:

“Now it is perfeetly clear that the Church can ac-
complish whatever it may he able to do in this sphere,
only with the means entrusted to ler, that is, by the
faithful preaching of the Word and the judicious exer-
cise of churel: discipline. But by these means she
may accomplish a great deal. She can Dbest promoic
the organization of Christian labor organizations and.
of other Christian organizations in the social sphere
of life: :

(1) By preaching unceasingly and uncompromisingly
the biblical principle of the Christian’s separalion
from the world. The Bible clearly teaches that
Lelievers constitnte a peculiar people, and that as
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(2)

(3)

4)

By working along such lines as these with fidelity,

a holy people they are in duty bound fo separaie

themselves from all that is unholy, and should
not he unequally voked with unbelievers, but
should avoid all social entanglements thal might
in any way compromise their Christian character
and profession; :

By setting forth clearly and unequivocally the :

anli-christian spirit of the Marxian Socialism with
its glorification of class haired, class struggle, and
class ethics, and its principle that might imakes
right; and by placing over against this the great
fundamental biblical principles of justice as they
apply in the industrial world and ought lo be
maintained by all those who profess to he follow-
ers of Jesus Christ;

By calling particular attention to the principle of
corporale responsibility, clearly tanght in the
Word of God (Acts 2:23, 36; 3:13-15; 2 Cor.. 6:
14-17; Eph. 3:11; 1 Tim. 5:22; 2 John 11; Rev.
18:4), afiirmed by an enlightened Christian con-
science, and recognized by sociologists; and by
giving a discrilninating answer to the question
whetlier and in how far one can relieve himsclf
of this responsibility by protesting; -

By exercising discipline in the spirit of love, but
nevertheless with a firm hand whenever her
members become guilty of propagating un-Chris-
tian principles in the world of labor, assume an
nnbrotherly attitude towards their fellow-Chris-

tians, take part in acts of violence, trample upon

the fundamental principles of justice, or refuse
to break with organizations that are avowediy
anti-christian in character, or reveal throughout
an anti-christian spirit in their activities.

the Chureh will naturally train the conscience of the
Taboringmen in her midst, and will make them fcel
more keenly thau they do at present the need of dis-
tinetly Christian organizations in the industrial world.
If the need is kecnly felt and the necessily clearly seen,
the laborers themselves will find ways and means for
the establishment of such organizations. And when
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they do show thatl they feel within lhem the urge to
organize on a slrictly Christian basis, that they arc
willing to take up the struggle in separale organiza-
tions for the sake of their Wing, and that they are
ready for the sacrifices which it may entail.—then the
Church will undoubledly find many wavs in which if
can encourage them in their laudable efforis.”

Adopled.

G. In re Repori of the Commitiee for Reformed Lifer-
alure {Report No. XXIII, pp. 264-265) :

Your Commitlice recommaonds that Svnod:

a} accept this report for information (Supplement XI);
b) continue this Committee for Reformed Titeralure;

¢) cxpress ils approval of the projects of this (,(mumtt(m,
viz.:

A. To publish an ammouncement in our official Chureh
paners to the effect that correspondence is invited
from those who have in their possession or who -
are willing to prepare manuscripts on subjects
taken-from the list previously approved by Synod.
Such manuseripts—if accepted by the Committee
—1t0 be published;

B. To offer a prize for writing a hook on thé suh}('rl
“What Our Church Stands for”—especially in the
light of present-day problems;

C. To procure for publication in pamphlet form, for
the purpose of propaganda, expositions on hurning
quesiions of the day. such as Undenomination-
alisim, Law and Grace, Pre-millennialisin, Clmireh
Union, Covenant of Grace, Infant Baptism, ete.

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 82.)

4

- ARTIKEL 69
Ds. A. Keizer, als bezoeker ter vergadering aanwezig, sluit
op verzoek van den Praeses deze zitting met dankzegging
en gebed,
Rev. A. Keizer, visitor at the session,
upon invitatior—of—the—Gkairman, closes

‘thiis session with thanksgiving and prayer.
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TWAALFDE ZITTING, VRIIDAGMORGEN, 20 JUNI
ARTIKEL 70 |
Nadal gezongen is Psalm 118:7, opent Prof, L. Berkhof

deze zitling met gebed. (this session with prayer.
After Psalm 118:7 ARTSIERE 71Frof. L.Berkhof opens

The roll call shows that all delegates are presenl exeept
Elder A. De Vries of Classis Hackensack, whase place is
filled by his alternate, Elder H. 3. Ackerman, At the re-
quest of the President this brother expresses his agreement
with the “Public Declaration.”

ARTIKEL 72
The Acts of the tenth and the cleventh sessions are read
by the Clerk, and approved by Synod. : :

ARTIKEL 73

Syvnod now continues the discussion of the Report of the
Commiliee of Preadvice on Protests and Appeals {cf. Ar-
ticle 67): : )

IV. Appeal of Rev. W, De Grool.

A. Into the hands of yvour Commnittee. was placed a com-
pre]wnsive document from Rev, W. De Groot, conlaining,
according to his own words, “protests against the decisions
of Classis Wisconsin and actions of committces and per-
sons in the matter of the illegal declaration and deposition

- of two elders. withdrawal of the censure hnposed upon

menibers who had given public offence, making it impos-
sible for the Minister and the moemhers of the Consistory
to labor according to the Word of God and the Church
Order al Racine, the many actions contrary to Church Pol-
ity with the resultant schism of the congregation and the
conscquences thereof.”
This document contains several protests numbered
I A.B.C. D, and E; 11, A end B; and IIL, A, B. and C.
Accompanying this protest was the following documen-
taryv evidence:
(1) Answer of C. kuiper to the Consistory after the sus-
pevnsion and before the deposition of the Consis-
tories of Racine and Kenosha, dated May 2, 1928,
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(8)

(")

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

Criticism of C. Kuiper’s answer, given between sus-
pension and deposition. Nol dated or signed.

Unsigned writing (evidenlly from Rev. De Groot)
addressed to the Consistory of the Christian Re-

formed Church at Shebovgan, Wisconsin, dated
Aug. 12, 1929,

Accusation against Rev. W. Terpsma ({cvidently
from Rev. De Groot, though not signed) daled Aug.
12, 1929,

Answer of D. k. Bergsma, H. C. Derksen. and (.
Zwaga o Rev. De Groot, wherein they declare why
they laid down their oflice in the Christian Reforin-
ed Church. Not dated,

A document with the superscription, “Wat Ik op de
Classis ‘'Hel> Gebracht voor Oct. Classis in 192%."

Also this document is evidently from Rev. De
Groot, though it is not signed nor dated.

Brief report of three consistory meetings heid at
Racine under auspices of a committee from the
Consistory of the Christian Reformed Church of
Shebovgan. Only the date of the last meeting is
given, May 27, 1929, - ‘

Accurate copy of the document which D. K. Bergs-
ma. G. Zwaga, and H. C. Derksen submitied at the
meeting of May 27, 1929,

A writing of Rev. De Groot to the Classis of Wis-
consin, convening at Alto April 1, 1930, and follow-
ing days.

Copy of the minutes of Classis Wisconsin, in ses-

sion at Waupun, 1928, insofar as they hear on the
case of Racine, '

A writing addressed 1o Dr. Beels as Stated Clexk of
the Synod, dated May 8, 1930, :

A lctter to the Synod of the Christian Refornred
Charch in session at Grand Rapids, Mich., in June.
1930, signed by Rev. De Groot.

A letter from Classis Wisconsin to the Synod con-
cerning the protest of Rev. De Groot, signed hy Rev.

—

R. J. Frens, Pres., and Rev. J. O. Vos, Clerk.
% "What I nave presented to Classis for the

October Classis in 1929."




‘Page 79

letiter declares that the protest of Rev.De Groot
should not be considered by Synod for the following reasons:

a) He (Fev. De Groot) refers in his protest to a time before the
reconciliation. Eev.De Groot several times admitted guilt in the
deposition of two elders, asked forgiveness for his errors,and
as a result, & reconciliation with the consistory was made again
and again,

b) He agein and agein, when attempts were made by Classis and the |
Synodical Depuiies to find a way of of the difficulties, expressed :
his setiafecticn with this; :

- ¢) He never, when decision had been made, expressed his intention
of protesting the deciszion, but when the work at Plover did not
suit him, he <rew up 2 protest against all that had occurred;

B ‘ This last némed

v

d) He has not in the least cooperated with those, who as much as
possible to Eaard Tthe congregation against schism and scattering,
‘but through kis iafluences contributed greatly to the formation
of a Eeformed church at Racine; e

e) He has brcken 211 officizl relationship with the Reformed Churches,|
-and thus has I1cst the right of appeal to Syncd. His protest doeg

not concern &n injury perpetrated against him as a member;
f) He has himself arﬂwn vp the formula for abdicating his office and
gsupperted the cbiectlions whlch the Classis Hﬂd dgainst the desired

separztion.
: B. Your Committee dces not share the opinion of Classis Wisconsin
. that Rev. De Groot, bsczause he was released from official work in the
I Christian Reformed Church, has lost thereby his right to protest in the
matter of an injury donme him as an office-bearer. He 1is still a member
of the Church, and =z such possesses the right of protest. In addition,
he stood unsssailed in the office at the time he appealed to the Synod
= T

in 1929, Then, tcc, th

protests of Rev. De Groot pertain largely to
irregularities in t_

=
ernurech life at

14
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Racine and actions by the Consistory, Classical Committees.

and Classis ilself supposedly contrary 1o church polify, and

nol in the first place to injury done him as a minister.
Your Comunitlee therefore advises Synod to declare that

Rev. W. De Groot has the right of appeal to Synod.
Adopled. : :

On molion it is decided to give Rev. De Groot the privi-
lege on the floor during the discussion of his case.

€. XNotwithstanding the above, vour Comuiitlee is of the
opinion that the Syuod cannot enter upon the protests of
Rev. De Groot, and that on account of the following con-
siderations:

(1) Protests I, A-E. These five protests all pertain to
acts and decisions of Classis Wiscousin in its meeting held
al Shebovgan in August, 1928. Your Committec advises
Synod to deciare that these protests are formally wnot in
order. Grounds:

a) Al the niecting of Classis at Oosthurg, Dec. 11, 1928,
Rev. De Groot withdrew all the objections which he
had raised against several actions of Classis Wiscon-
sin in session at Sheboygan. {(Cf. Minutes of-August,
1928, Art. 28, point 6. ,

5) BRev. De Groot did not notify Classis Wisconsin of his
appeal to Synod until the meeting of Classis at Ves-
per, Ocl. 8 and 9, 1928, i.e., maore than a year afler the
acls and decisions to which exeception is taken in these
profests, and even then did not specify that his appeal
would also pertain to the acls and decisions of Classis
in its meeting at Sheboygan, August, 1928, Classis
could learn this only from thie protest sent to it at its
meeting at Alto, April 1 and 2, 1930.

Adapted.

(2) Protests II, A-B. These two protests are similar in

that they are both directed against persons, the Revs. Borg-
man, Terpsma, and others. These men servec! the Classis
in various capacities and official functions. Your Commil-
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tee advises Synod to declare that these protests are formally
not in order. Grounds:
a) These protests concern the work done by ministers
while they were serving the Classis in various capaci-
tics and as sueh should be addressed (o Classis;

b) If these protests were first hrought fo Classis (your

Cammittee could not determine from the Minules
wheliter they were or not), Classis cerlainly did not},
Classis certainly did not act on them and answer thein;

¢} And even if Classis had acted on them, but in a man-

ner that did not give Bev. De Grool satisfaction, ie
should have come to Synod with a prolest againsi
Classis on this score.

Adopled,

(3) Protest III, A. This pralest concerns the acts and
decisions of Classis Wisconsin at ils meeting at Waupun,
Wis., April 9-11, 1929, niore particularly against the decision
that Rev, De Groot should labor at Plover for a period of
six months. Your Committee advises Synod to declare that
this protest is formally not in order. Grounds:

a) Rev. De Groot did not protesl against this decision on
the classical meeting at Waupun. It was only afler
he had started his labors there that he informed the
Consistory of Shiecbyogan that he did the work at
Plover under protest. This Consistory reported that
to Classis at ils meeting in Vesper Oct. 8 and 9, 1929;

b) He even informed the mecting, where the decision was
taken, that if his helpmeet offered no objections, he

would accept the transfer. (Minutes of April 9-11,
Art. 40.) :

Adopled.

(4) Protest II{, B. This protest is also agaiust a deciston
of Classis at Waupun, and particularly against “het plaat-
seit van Racine onder de curateele van Sheboygan, en tegei
de wijze waarop deze curateele geoefend werd” Your
Committee advises Synod to declare that this protest is for-
mally not in order. Grounds:

@) The decision respecting this guardianship (curateele)
was involved in the decision to lransfer Rev. De Groot
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1o Plover for six months, against which Ttev. De Groot
did not protest at Classis;

b) In so far us this protesl pertains {o the maner in which
this guardianship was exercised, it belongs to Classis.
and it does not appear that a protest with reference o
that matter was received and acted on there. .

Adopled.

{Note: Rev. N, Jansen, one of the delegates of Classis
Wisconsin, wishes to have it recorded that in the mectings
of yvour Committee of Preadvice he did not vote in any -of
the matters pertaining fo the case of Rev. W. De Groot.]

. Received as information. - (Contlinued in Art. 76.)

ARTICLE 74
Elder P. Nieveen closes this session with prayer.

THIRTEENTH SESSTON;FRIDAT-AFTERNOCN, JUNE 20
DERTIENDE ZITTING, VRIJDAGNAMIDDAG, 20 JUNI

ARTIKEL 757 :

Al two o'clock Synod met in the Bates St. Christian
Reformed church to hold the service in memory of the R
Rev. A. J. Brink. The scrvice was conducted by the Rev.
H. Vander Ploeg, who led in praver; the Rev. W, P. Van
Wyk, who spoke on Psalm 73:23b, 24; the Rev. A. Guike-
ma, who spoke on Psalm 39:5; and the Rev, J. Bolt, who
closed with praver and thanksgiving.

At four o'clock Synod met again in regular session, the
Rev, J. Beehe leading in prayer.

ARTIKEL 76

Synod now confinues the discussion of the Report of
the Committee of Preadvice in re the appeal of the Rev.
W, De Greot (Cf. Arl. 73) ¢

(5) Protest III. C., This protest pertains to several
acls and decisions of Classis in ils meeting at Vesper,
Oct, 8, 9, 1929, as “buitensluiting van den predikant, aan-
wezigheid der depnfaten, indienen van het voorstel tot
losmaking,” ete. Becanse Rev. De Groot at this meefing
apprised Classis of his intention to appeal to Synod, your
"exclusion of the minister, presence of the
deputies, presentation of the motion for .
discharge," ' o
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committee hesitates to advise Synod to declare that this
protest is formally not in order. It would prefer to leave
this matter entirely to Synod, though it doubts the pro-
priety of declaring even this protest in order, for:

(1) Rev, De Groot did not protest against the actions
of Classis to which he refers in his protest;

(2) The notice of his intention to appeal to Synod had
been sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis hefore
Classis convened at Vesper and therefore could no
pertain to what took place al that meeling; and

{3) Rev. De Groot voluntarily asked for an honorable
discharge from the official relation in which he -
stood to the church at Racine, and thereby virtnalfy
effeeted the very thing aimed at in the motion “tou
losmaking,” against which Rev. De Groot now pro-
tests,

A motion to declare this protest formally not in order

on the grounds as here given is rejecfed.

Synod decides to refer this protest to the Commiltee of
Preadvice with instructions to euter upon the matter eon-
tained in it, and to advise Synod in regard to the same.
(Cf. Art. 120.)

—

ARTIKEL 77
Synod now goes into executive session. -

ARTIKEL 78

Decided to adjourn until Monday aflernoon at 1:30
o’clock. Dr. C. Bouma closes this session with praver.

FOURTEENTH SESSION,MONDEY NOON, JUNE. 23
VEERTIENDE ZITTING, MAANDAGNAMIDDAG, 23 JUNI

ARTIKEL 79

Nadat No. 141 van de Christian Hymnal gezongen is,
opent Ds. A. Guikema deze zitting met gehed,

ARTIKEL 80 :

Bij het appeél blijkt dal alle afgevaardigden tegenwoor-
dig zijn Dbehalve Qud. J. G. De Vries van Classis Ilinois,
wiens plaats wordt ingenomen door zijn secundus, Oud. H.

The roll call shows that all delegates are
present except Eider J.G. De Vries of Classis
T1llinois, whose place is taken by his secundus,
‘Elder H. L
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Bulthuis. Laalstgenoemde betuigl zijn instemming met
de “Openlijke Verklaring.”
ARTIKEL 81
De Acta van de twaalfde en de dertiende zitting worden
Cirpekes of ngeen Lleme correctie goedgekeurd.
Minutes of 12t* end 133aTfeEEigpns are read and with

; 2 minor &81? nua’(‘on Ofaﬁle ﬁ&%?PKP%e Commmnitiee of Pre-
: advice on Publicafion Matiers (cf. Art. 68):
. H. In re Report of Commiltee on Radio Preaching
(Report No. XXI, Agenda, Part 11, pp. 245 {.£.):
Your Committee recommends:
i a) Thatl Synod accept this report as information with
thanks;
: So decided.
b) That Svnoed approve the recmnmemiatlon given undu
A, p- 245, on the grounds there given; .
¢} Tha! Svnod approve the plan of action proposed by
the Commmittee under B, pp. 246, 247; and
(1) Appoint'a permanent Radio Committee and in-
vest it with power {o act to plan and operate ac-
cording to meeds, and as opportunities arise, as
further proposed by the Commitlee wider 3, 4,
5..and 6;
(2} Give 1his Comrmnittee the right to ask free-will of-
ferings from the churches.
Instead of the advice of the Committee, Synod adopts a
motion 1o leave Radio preaching to the local initiative of
the varions Classes.

ARTIKEL 83
Continuation of the Report of the Committee of Pre-
advice on Matlers of Church Order, Emeriti, efc. (Cf.
Art. 57):
VI. The Report of the Emerifus Board.
Your Commitiee advises Synod to accept this report for

information.
So decided. (Supplement V1)
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Matters in this report that require action on the part of
Synod are the following:

(1) Your Comimittee advises Synod to approve of the
granting of honorable eneritation 1o the brethren:

Rev. E. X Tuuk, by Classis Iilinois.

Rev. P. Jonker, Sr., by Classis 1llinois.

Rev. H. J. Hevnen, by Classis Zeeland, :

Rev. J. G. Vande Lune, by Classis Orange City.

Rev. J. 1. Dxk, by Classis Muskegon

Approved.

{2) Classis Grand Rapids West requests thie emerifa-
tlion of Rev. P’. Sicen on the ground of conlinued illness, ihe
emerilation to begin June I, 1930. The Classis recommends
Rev. Steen to Symod for aid lo the exlent of $1,000 per
annum wilh §2(0) extra for the first year because of special
circumstances.  Your Committee advises Synod lo grant

. {his request.

Approved.

: (3) Your Commitfee advises Synod to approve of the
aclion of the Board, granting temporary subsidies as fol-

i
-

J lows:

! Rev.E. J. Tuuk_ ... £1,000.00 Rev. P. Jonker, Sr......... %1,000.00
Rev. H. Kamps.. e 1,000.00 Mrs. C. Bode ...............$- 500.00
Rev.H. J. Heyn . 1,000.00 Mrs. N. Gelderlaos ........ 1,000 00
Rev.P. Koszen . . 800.00 Mrs. J. C, Krutthof........ 500.00
Rev.J. J. Dxk, 3500 ex- Alrs. 8. S. Vander Heide 600.00
irg. and ... 1.000.00 Mrs. B. Nagel ............. 300.00
Bev. 5. 8. Vender Heide 1,000.00 Rev. J. G, Vande.Lune.. 1,200 00

Approped.

(1) The Loard inforins Synod that those who were re-

: woved from our niidst by deatlt are Mrs. J. Post, Mrs, P.

Schut, Rev. H. Van Wesep, and Rev. S. 8. Vander Heide.
Received us information.

(3) The Board also makes mention of the fact that one
: of its members. Mr. B. Sevensma, has passed away, and thal
i Lis alternale, 3Mr. H. Hekman, was requested to {anke his
- place.

Reeelved as informalion. -

|
.i
i

i~
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{(6) The Board further calls attention to the fact that
threce board members and their alternales are to be ap-
pointed by this Synod. The retiring members are Revs.
H. M. Vander Ploeg, J. 0. Vos, and Mr. W. Bareman. Their
respective allernates are Revs. J. O. Bouwsma, P. Jon-
ker, Sr., and Mr. M. Hoflius. - An alternate for Mr. H. Hek-
man will also have to be appointed. Your Commitlee ad-
vises Syvnod to refer this matter to the Commlttee on Ap-
pointments. (Art. 1?8, 3.)

Adopied.

{7) In connection with the financial statement found in
the Report of the Board (Supplement VIH), your Com-
mittee advises Synod to strongly urge. Classes that are in
arrears. to pay up their indebtedness to this Fund as seon
as possble.

Adopted with this winendment that the Stated Cierk of
Svnod be instructed to write to these Classes in regard to
this matter.

Decided to discuss the remaining part of this report in
regard to the Emeriti in executive session.

(8) Your Committec adviscs Synod to approve of the
following subsidies as advised by the Board:

Rev. P. W. De Jonge...... 51,200.00 Rev, P. Kosten .. 800.00

Rev. J. “"ngaarden ... 1,200.00 Mrs, F. Stuart . 800,00
Rev.J. J. Dykoee 1,200.00 Mrs. M. Vander Heide.. 800.00
Rev.J. G_ Vande Lune.. 1,200.00 Mrs, H. Heyns... 700.00
Mrs. P. J. Hoekenga...... 1,200.00 Mrs, J. H. Gruessmg F00.00
Mrs.J. Haveman ... 1,200.00 Rev. F. Welandt............ 600.00
Mre. H. Tuls e 1,000.00 Mrs. M. J. Bosma........ -600.00
Mrs.H. J. Haarsma...... 1,000.00 Mrs. Benj. Post............. 600.00
Mre. N. Gelderloos ... Mrs, D. R. Drukker........ 600.00
Rev.A. J. Brink .. Mrs. P. Van Viet ......... 600.00
Rev. A. W, Meyer K Mrs., A. Dekker.... e 600.00
Rev. E. Van Korlaar.. .. 1,000.00 Mrs. C. Cooper.............. 600.00
Rev.T. W. R. Van Loo 1,000 00 Mrs. E, Breen, . 600.00.
Rev. J. Kelzer ... 1,000.00 Mrs, J. Groen.......... 600.00
Rev. A. Keizer 1,000.00 - Mrs. G, L. Hoefker... 600.00
Rev. R. Vande Kieft ... 1,000.00 Mrs. F. J. Drost... 600.00
Rev.W. Kale ... Mrs. S.S. Vander Heide 600.00
Rev. K. Popren ... X Rev, D. Weidenaar....... 53000
Rev. J, Gulker . ... 1,000.00 Mrs. H. Temple........... 500.00
Rev. J. B. Vanden Hoek 1,000.00 Mrs, J, B. Jonkman....... 500.00

Rev.J. A. Gerritsen...... 1,000.00 Mrs. J. VisSif...o..... 500.60
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Rev.J. B. Hoekstra........ 1,000.00 Mrs. P. Y@ .. 500,00
Rev.J. A. Westervelt... 1.000.00 Mrs, J. Smitter............ 50000
Rev. S. Bouma ......... 1,000.00 Mrs, J. C. Kruithof..... 500.00

Rev. P. Jonker, 1,000.00 Mrs C. Bode......coococenrne 500.00
.. 1,000.00 Mrs, J. R

Rev. E. J. Tuuk..... 1,000.00 Mrs., J.

Rev. H, J. Heynen........ 100000  Mrs. C. Van Houten.... 300.00
Mrs. J. Robbert ...........  800.00 Mrs., B. Nagel.......... = 30000

Rev. J. Plesscher ... 800.00 Mrs. J. H. Schulte......... . 200,00
Adopted. - '

(9) The Board also calls allention o the fact that this
Fund faces a deficit unless the assessment be raised from
$2.00 to $2.23 per family., In regard to which your Com-
mittee offers this twofold advice:

a) That Synod declare that cach Classis, in accordance
with Articles 4 and 5 of the Rules for the Emeritus
Board, should be very diligent in inguiring whethier
the subsidy asked in each case is actually needed;

b) That Synod decide not to raise the assessiment to $2.25
per family, but to leave the making up of the defi-
ciency to the following means:

(1) That Classes now in arrcars_pay their indebted-
ness;

(2) Thal Classes carry ont the instruction given un-
der «) above. -

Adopted.

VII. The following malters were also referred to your
Commitlee for advice:

(1) Classis Grand Rapids East requests Synod o can-
cel the debt which the Chureh of Chatham owes to the
Emeritus Fund. The amount is $104.08. The reasons given
are that said Church finds itself in financial difficulties, ac-
cording to an accompanying letter, and said Church is a
mission church of Synod.

Your Commitlee advises Synod not to accede {o the re-
quest of Classis Grand Rapids East, but to declare that ac-
cording to Acts of Synod 1926, page 73, in a case of this
kind, the Classis to which such ¢huareh helongs, is to be held

respousible for the debt.

Adopted.
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(2) Overture of Classis Ostfricsland (Agenda, Part 11,
P. xxx), which reads as follows: “Classis overtures Synod
to add to Article d of the present Constitution for the Emer-
itus Fund: ‘Every syvnodical vear the consistories shall
state what is needed for the support of the emeriti, widows
and orphans under their supervision.”

Your Connnittee advises Synod lo accede Lo the overture
of Classis Ostfriesland and add the proposed rule to Art. 5
of Rules for the Emeritus Board, '

Adopled,

(3) Overture of Classis Zeelund, which could not he
placed on the Agenda since this action was taken by the
Classis on May 14, 1930. The overlure reads as follows;

"Symod appoint a Committee to study whether
there cannot be found a more safisfying method
fgr the sufport of emeriti ministers and mi-
nisters! widows ang orphans. Grounds:

g2) There is much dissatisfaction regarding. - -
the present method;

b) The debt of 12 Classes to the Emeritus
Fund is in arrears in the amount of fully
$16,000,00, according to the report of
the Emeritus Board at ths last Synod."

In regard to said overture your Comumittce submils lwo
reports, one of the majority and one of the minority.

Synod decides to adopt the minority report, which
reads as follows:

“We would advise Synod lo act aecording to the propoesal
of Classis Zeeland, and we would further advise that at least
a majority of the Committee to he appointed be Elders or
former Elders with business ability, (Grounds: _

“There is considerahie difference of opinion concerning
the principle on which suppart is granted from this Fund.
This difference of opinion exists not only amoug the laity
but among the ministers and leaders as well, Somie con-
sider the principle to be practically the same as a pension,
while others consider it to be a providing in the needs of

_the incapacitated ministers, their widows, and orphaus to -
the extent that they are not able to provide for themselves.
It is, therefore, not to be wondered at, whetre the concep-
tion of the underlying prineiple is fo divergent. that the
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practical application of such principle shall also vary
greatlv. It is therefore very urgent thaf the advice of Clas-
gis Zeeland be carried oul so thal this whole matter be
siudied and a compleie reporl with recommendations be
presented {o our next Synod. so that all of our people will
have a elear conceplion concerning this miatler and that in
‘eonsequence of thie sanie we inay come to a more lappy and
satisfactory execulion of the principle which we shall
adopt.” (See Committee uppointed, Art. 128, 18.)

(Confinued in Article 93.)

ARTIKEL 84
Synad now continues the discussion of the Report of the
Committee of Preadvice an Varia (cf. Art. 45) :
10. “Baptism of Adopled Children.” -
A. Your Connnittee advises Synod:

(1} To accept the report. as found on pages 111-148,
Part I of the Agenda as information,
So decided.

(2) Ta cexpress its appreciation for (he cefficient way in
which the Committee has accomplished ils task.
So decided.

B. Your Committee also wishes to confine ilself lo the
cansideration of the problem as expressed in the Report on
page 113, last part of d) where the problem is definitely
stated: “Het punt dat onderzocht moet worden is derhalve,
of Vondelingen, van wier afkamst men nicts weet, maar die
door geloovigen als hun kinderen zijn aangenomen, be-
schouwd kunnen worden als door God in-Zijn Verbond op-
genonlen.”  We include in our report not only “Vondclin-
gen,” but all ehildren whose past is unknown, or who were
not born of believing parents, hut who are adopted by be-
lievers. Reasons: "swxFoundlings”

(1) This senlenee clearly defines the problem;

(2) Synod will be better prepared to deeide this problem

if many non-essential arguments and considerations
are omilied.

Your Committee advises to approve of this,
- Appronped.

#"The point that must be inVGstigat?d.therefor,
is whether foundlings, o¥ whose origin one
knows nothing, but who are adoptgd‘by belie-
vers as their children, can be'v1ewed g3 in-
cludec by God -in His Covenant.'

B
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€. Your Commitice now presents to Synod the follow-
ing considerations as grounds for its advice:

(1) The Covenant of grace is in essence the sanie in the

Old and New Testanieni dispensation. There is only onc

Covenant of Grace, announced to Adam and Eve in Para-
dise. formally established with Abraham and continued un-
til the prescnt day. There have been different forms or dis-
pensations, but all Reformed theologians agree that in es-
sence the Covenant of Grace in bothh OId and New Tesla-

‘menis is the same. The Covenani which is mentioned in

Heb. 7 is not the Covenanl of Grace, as is evident from
verse 9; “Not according to the covenant thal I made with
their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand {c
lead them out of the land of Egypt.” The covenant here
mienlioned is of Sinal, national, destined o disappear and
to be replaced by a Letter (sce verses 7 and 8). The Cove-
nant of Grace established with Abraham is an everlasting
Covenant (sec also Form of Baplism: “An eternal Cove-
naul of Grace™).

(2) Baptism has come in the place of circumeision. H
is not necessary to elaborate npon this ground. This doc-
{rine has no uncerfaioty among us. It 1s clearly slated in
our Form of Baptism; it is one of the strongest arguments
for infant bapiism: it is based upon Scripture. It is the
New Testament Sacrament of the Covenant of (:1"1(0. as
Circumecision was in the Qld Testamenl.

(3) The ground for circumcision must therefor also be
the ground for Baptism. In other words, the ground for
hoth is the same,  If for the same Covenanl the Lord had
intended to have different grounds, He certainly would have
instructed His Churel accordingly. This He did not do.
There is no direét conumand in Seripture to baplize chil-
dren, The Lord has given sufficienl instruetion in the Old
Testament with respect te the Sacrament to be adminis-
tered to those that entered inlo God’s Covenant. This also

is one of our strong defenses for infant baptism. {(Cal.,

Lord’s Day 27; Belgic Confession, Art. 34.)

(4) Instruclions as lo the adminisiration, as well as to the
partlies to whom the Sacrament is to be administered, inust
be found in the Divine Command when God established
the Covenant. .
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Accordingly we refer to the institution as given in Gen.
17:10-13.

What are the Divine insiructions?

a)
b)

It is establishied with Abraham and his seed.

It includes those born in his house, or bought with
money of any stranger.

~ Verse 12 is imporlant. All those that are to receive
{lie Sacrament are mentioned in one sentenee, separ-

ated by a comma. They are coérdinated. And they
all must be regarded as members of the Covenant.
The Lord certainly would not give any one_the loly

Sacrament, the seal of the promise, unless they were -

entitled to it.
Not only Ahraham’s seed, bul also some that are

“nol of his seed’” are to he circumeised. Such is the.

Divine contmand.

The Covenant of Grace here established with Abra-
ham includes therefore all that are in Abraham’s

house. The ground is not the biological ground; not

only the descendants after the flesh. Also others that
Lelonged to Abraham’s house are included. That all
Abraliam’s slaves, even those honghi from strangers,
were Dhelievers is pussible, although not probable. And
because it is not certain, it can not be used as an argu-
ment either for or against. Only the simple; plain
Divine instruction can serve and must serve as a

" ground.

(3) The principle that God includes in His Cov -enant, not

only

the head of the family, but through him hxs whole

hou.se the whole family, is E\'ldenl

)

b)

From otlier passages of the Old Testament as Ex. 12:.
43-13, where it is ordained with respect to the Pass-

over, that servants bought for money (hence belong-
ing to the house) shall eat of the Passover after being
cireumcised, hut, vs. 45, a foreigner and a stranger

(heunce not helonging to the liouse) shall not eal there-
of. It is here a question of ownership.

From similar passages, which indicate the same prin-
ciple, in tlie New Testament, as Acts 10:44; Acis 16:31;

Acts 16:15. House and household are 1]1(: terms used
repeatedly, That again does not prove thai there were
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slaves, but it would also be difficult to prove that there
were none. The principle is here at least established.
or re-allirmed, that the whole house receives {he Sac-
rament when the head of the family becomes a be-
liever.

¢) From the principle, which is thoroughly Biblical and
therefor Calvinistie, that all what a believer is and ail
that he possesses is sanctified unio the Lord.

(6) The Church has from the very begiming of its his-
tory followed this same principle.

a) Tt does not follow that, because the Church observed a
custom or principle, it is right. DBut the fact that the
© New Testament follows the terminology and practice
of the OId Testament with respect to the Covenant
sacrament; and that the Churcl succeeding the Apos-
tolic times again followed the example of the Apostiies.
indicates that the line followed is the carrect one. We
are infornied that the Church of the first threce or four
centuries had no seruples to baptize children whose
parents were unknown, (See quotation of Joseph
Bingham, “Origenes Eeclesiasticae,” pages 125 and 126
of Synodical Report). -

b) The opinion of Refornted theologians are mentioned
in the Svnodical Report (pages 127-134) and again
mentioned on page 136. We find ourselves indeed in
good company.

(7) By the adoption of a child a more intimate relation
is established than the relation between a master and his
slaves.

According to the Divine Institution the physical is not the
basis of {he continuation of the Covenant, although it is the
ordinary way in which it is perpetuated. Children adopted
by believing parents thereby become not only part of, hut
members of that family. They are thereby by an act of
God’s Providence led into the fellowship of a Christian
home where the promise of God is assured. It is not mau
here who brings such a child into the Covenant. Man never
does that. God alone brings into that blessed relationship.
It is always an act of the Lord Himself. If siaves, barn in
Abraham’s Liouse, and bought of straugers, were {o receive
the Sacramcent of eircumeision, the Old Testament Sacra-
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ment of the Covenant of Grace, much more should children,
adopted by believers as their own children, and sharing the
blessings of that fellowship he baptized.

W hcrofore. vour Commiittec advises Synod to answer
the guestion “whether children who were not horn of be-

" lieving parents, but who are adopted by believers, may be

baptized,” in the affirmative.
Adopled.

Rev. H. Keegstra, Dr. Y. P. De Jong. and Elder Charles
"ander Kooi request that their negative vote on llu'i mat.
ter be recorded in the Acta.

11. Synodical Treasurer's Report.
The Synodical Treasurer’s report is at hand, The report
is in excellent condition. Your Commitlee advises:
@) To have the report readd;
) To accept it as information; :
¢} To reduce the assessment from 70c¢ to Hlc per fanily,
as suggested by the Treasurer.

Adupted. (See Supplement 1. B.)

ARTIKEL 85
In regard to the re-imbursement of traveling expenses
of Sy nodical delegates, Synod decides to adopt the same
rules as in 1928, (See Acta Svnodi 1928, Art. 61, p. 49.)
_ ARTIKEL 86
This session is closed with prayer by Elder A. DPeters.

FIFTEENTH SESSION, TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 2l

ARTICLE 87
Psalm 86:6 is sung, after which Rev. G.A,
Lyzinga opens the session with prayer.
ARTICLE 88
" The roll is called, all delegaues are presedt
except Mr. J. Hekman, whose place is taken by the
secundus delegage, Dr. G.
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Brocdman; and Dr. G. Heyns, whose place is taken
by the secundus delegate, Rev. J.0. Bouwsma.

ARTICLE 89

The Minutes of the fourteenth session are
r'ead and approved.

. ARTIKEL 90

Synod now takes in hand the Revised Reporl of the
Committee of Preadvice on the Infroduction_of Hymns,
ele. (Cf. Art, 48) ‘ ‘

“ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 5

This revised report takes up the matter of the intro-
duction of hymns at L, B, 3 of the original report. The
folowing recomnendations are hereby submitled:

(3) Relative to the overture of the Classis of Zeeland .
{Agenda II, p. XXXIII) the Committee advises Syvnod not : . '
to grant the request contained in the overture. Reasons: : 3

a) The fear of excessive haste in this matter will he b
met by the recommendations of the Committee (See be- '
low 6 and 7). :

b) Sufficient light on this matter has been afforded by
the advisory commiliee to warrant some action by Svnod.
| ¢) Svnod is the major assembly designated by Arlicle

' 30 of the Chureh Order to deal with matlers concerning

55 WM

e

I the churches in common, i
- Adopted.
(1) Your Commitice informs Svnod that certain con- 7
siderations have led the Committee to the recommenda- |
tions found helow. These considerations are: 3
«) Two important stalements by the Advisory Commit-
tee on the Introduction of Hymns, P

1. Agenda I, p.195,paragraph l: :Where the
Pgalms in the 0l1d Testament were intentionally
given for public worship and used thus, (see €.g.
Ps. 51:13;52:1;53:1,etc.) and where they do not
belong to matters abolished by the Hew Testament,
but the divine authority and continuing value of
| . them is specifically acknowledged (Lk.20:l2;

! ' au:uh; Acts 1:20;13:33,35), there
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it must be viewed by us as a principle founded upon
God's Word, shall lbe acknowledged and maintained, that
Pselm singing must always constitute an element in our
public worship. Not that it would follow from this that
our singing must be exclusively Psalm singing, but it does
follow that a service without Psalm singing would in that
respect be in conflict with the purpose of God as revealed
in Zis Word."
IT.Agenda I, p.197, paragraph 1: If it is stated that there
are no Hymns that can egual the Psalms in spesking out of
the depths of the inner l1life, of all manner of need and mi-
gsery, of dismay and agony of soul, of humiliation before God,
of struggling and triumphant faith, of praise aznd glorifying
of God, we wholeheartedly agree. Therefore we would not think
of giving up the Psalms. But suck speaking out of the dspths
of spiritual life is not, however, the only virtue that the
songs of the church can have. It will-have to be acknowledged

~that a song that speaks the language of the New Testament

revelation of redemption, has its own virtue, which the Psalms
could not have. Therefore we must have both, without eleva-
ting the one at the expense of the other, or rejecting the one
becauss 1t has a different character than the other. Both are
to be appreciated as complementing each other."

b} We are nowhere forbidden™ in Seripture direcetly or
indirectly to sing hymns in our public worship. In case

thev were forhidden, Article 69 of our Church Order .-
which approves the use of a small number of hymns
would he contrary {o Scriplure.

¢) The New Testameni Church has the right, as in
preaching and prayer, so also in song, to make its own
formulation of the fruth of God’s Word; the essential
requirement being, that the {ruth be expressed, regardless
of whether or neot the words of Scripture are used
literally,

d) Because of the progress of revelation, which means
that many truths are more clcarly and more fully re-
vealed in the New Testament than in the Old, there are
truths concerning which we cannot adequately sing in the
language of the Old Testament Psalms (e. g, the Trinity,
Baptism, Communion, Gospel Invitation, ete). More-
i over, there are cerlain New Testament facts (e. g. hirth
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of Christ, His crueifixion and resurrection, and {he out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit) of which, when we use Psalms
exclusively we can sing only in the veiled language of
proplhecy.

e} There is no difference in principle helween hymns

which are versifications of passages of the New Testa- -

ment and hiymns which are free poetical renderings of
New Testament {ruths. They have equally & place in the
singing of our churches, as is indicated by Arlicle 69 of
the Cliurch Order. In that article five of the first kind of
hymns are designated and four of the second.

{) Our Church Order (Art. 69) prescribes the use, not
only of the 150 psalms of David, but also of uine hymns.
Thereby the concession is made that no objection to the
principle of using hymns in public worship can be validly
raised, This also explains w hy objections from {he point
of view of principle have never vet been made by any
Svnod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands or
by any Synod of our own Church. In fact, our Synod
(1890) has plaiuly shown ilself to have no ohjccliun o
the principle of-using hymmns .in puhlic worship, because
to the Classis of Hackensack was conceded the right o
nse 192 hvmus (called the Fifty-iwo Cafechism Hymns).

7 Our Svnod in 1928 definitely commilled itself in the
maliter of the principie involved by deciding as follows:
“Althoungh the Synod does, from the pomt of view of
principle, not objceel 1o the introduction of hymns into
our public worthp ..... 2 (Acta 1928, p. 48).

h) Synod in 1928 was eonccrned ahout objeciions of a
practical or of a hislorical naturc. Objections of this
naturc must be e\plmued largely from the facl that in
{be davs preceding the Sceession in the Netherlands, a
collection of hivmns, some of which were unsound in
doctrine, was forced upon the churches and that every
congregation was compelled to sing these hymns (Agenda
1, pp. 202, 203).

) Not only among us but also among the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands, a movement to have a larger
nnmber of hvmns in public worship is advancing, A
commitice, whose membership includes some of {he
Icading men, has prepared a report favoring the iniro-
duction of more hvmus and will submil this report fo
their Synod this summer.

Recefved as informalion.

SR S




|
‘5
|
|
f
1

Acta SyxNopr 1930 97

_-»_7 5. In view of these considerations the commillee ad-
© " yises Synod that:

Just as Synod in 1928 declared itsclf to have no objec-
‘tion from the point of view of principle to the inlroduction
of more hymns, this Synod declares that the objeclions of
g practical or of a historical nature to the introduction
of more hymns, do not justify a refusal of the request of
the Classes of Grand Rapids East, Hackensack and Osli-
friesland. Your commitlee therefore advises Synod to
amend Article 69 of our Church Order in such a way that
a synodically approved collection of hymns may he added

. to the nine hymns nained in this Article, and to take steps
.. {o procure such a collection which may be used in our

public worship.
Adopled.

G. Your Commiltee further a-d\'is_es Synod that in order
io comply with the request of these three Classes the fol-

" Jowing steps be taken:

a) that the advisory commitice be continued;
Adopled.

») that the advisory committee be instracted to formu-
late a revision of Article 69 in such a way that the singing
of the 150 Psalms of David shall remain a requirement for
our public worship but that our churches shall have the

- freedom also to sing a greater number of synodicaliy ap-

roved hymns than is now permitied, this formulation to
¢ presented to the next Synod;

Adopled.

¢) that the advisory committee be instructed to select
from the 197 hymns what they shall deem to be the mini-
pum number of hyimus that will satisfy the nceds of the
churches as set forth above under 4d; and in case the ad-
visory committee cannot find ua satisfactory mumber
among the 197 hymmns, that the committee be permitted {o

. seek elsewherc;

Adopted.

d) that the advisory committee be instructed again to
fest such minimum number of hymns from the point of
view of the following requirements: doctrinal soundness.
New Teslament cliaracter, dignity and depth of devotional
spirit, and clearness and beauty of expression; and that




ata
EAY

aba
R

o

08 CHRISTELIJKE (GEREFORMEERDE WERK

throughout this testing the Committee keep in mind the
crificisin and suggestions concerning {he 197 hyvmns, that
have been submitted to the advisory commitice.

Adopted. -

e} that the report of the selection (see “c” above) by the
advisory committee shall bhe distributed in printed form
to the consistorics at least nine months before the next
Synod. ‘ \

- Adopted.

(7) Your Commillee advises Synod to declare that the
use of hymns shall not be made compulsory upon the
churches,

Adopfed.

(8) Your Committee advises Synod to declare that by
accepling decisions 6 and 7 Svnod has complied with the
overlures of the Classes of Illinois and Pella as far as is
possible at the siage to which the movement for {he
introduction of a greater number of hymns has now ad-

 vanced. 3

The Overture by Classis’ Hllinots reads as follows:
“Classis 11linois informs Synod that it favors the adoption
of a collection of hymns for congregational singing. _
Classis is convinced, however, that our Church should C
remain chiefly a psalm-singing Church. It would strongly
disapprove the introduction of a very large nunber of
hyinns. It urges Synod to adopt only such hymns as are
specifically New Testament in spirit and language.”

The Overture by Classis Pella reads as follows: “Classis
Pella dringt er bij de Synode op aan er voor {e waken dat
bij een eventucele invoering van het vrije lied, het Psalm-
gezang niet verwaarloosd en de Psalmenschat niet be-
graven worde.”

Adopfed.

(9) Rclative lo the Overture of the Consistory of the
First Church of South Holland, Ill., your commitlee ad-
vises Synod: :

a) In reply to ground “a” to state that the unity of the
two Testaments is plainly taught in Scripture and firmly
helieved among us, but that to recognize a difference be-
tween the two does not deny this unity. The unity of

" Seripture can be consistently maintained only when we
Classis Pella urges Synod to be alert so that
with an eventual introduction of free songs,
Psalm singing will not be neglected and the P=al
treasure not be burieg," '
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ecognize and honor the fact that God has revealed Him-
self progressively {o man in Scripture,

Adopfed,

b} In reply to ground “b” to stale that all are agreed
hat Christ is found in the O. T. Psalter, hut only pro-
phetically; and that it is quile consistent with a deep
_spiritual life to sing and worship in terms of fulfillment

as well as in terms of prophecy. ‘

-Adopfed.

¢) In reply to gronnd “¢” to state that it is readily
dmiited that the meaning of the Spirit often times went
eyond the understanding of the human authors; but
hat this does not mean that we are justified to read the
New Testamnent into the Old. This would be equivalent
o saying that after the Psalter was given, further revela-
“tion was virtually superfluous. S

Adopfed.

d} In reply {o ground “d” to state thal the synodical
; decision regarding the more extensive use of hymuns in
_our public worship has faken history~into acconnt, It
" may be true thal hymns have in other denominations
rowded the psalms to the background. The causes for
his situation are, we believe, not inherent in the singing
‘of hymns. ‘

Adopted.

dé o1

¢} In reply to ground “e” {o state that the issue is not
"one of the comparative depth of psalins and hymns but
instead, wheiher or not we should have some New Testa-
ment hymns to supplement the 0ld Testanient Psalms.

Adopted.

p In reply to ground *f"” lo refer the consistory to the
. consideration above under 4 f, h. ,
Adopled.

~ g) In reply to ground “g” to stale that il contains
. assertions for which no proof is ofTered. First, the Con-
gistory proceeds from the assumption (withoul offering
proof) that chiefly among the English-speaking churches -
. an aversion to the Psalter exists, and that from this aver-
-~ sion arises the desire for hymns. Secondly, the Consistory,
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procecding from this unproven assnmption, asserts (again

wilhout proof) the conclusion that estrangement hetween

the English-speaking and the Holland-speaking churches

'must necessarily follow the infroduction of more hymuns,
Adopfed.

h) -In reply to ground “h’ to state that unfamiliarity
with the Psalier is no argunient against the introduction

of hymuns if the desirability of the introduction of a

larger number of hyvmns has been cstablished on snf-
ficiently weighly grounds. Moreover, the familiarity with
the Psalter alwav% depends on whether in Calechlsm and
Sunday School our Psalter is taught.

Adopfed.

(10) Relative to the Overture of the Consistory of
Highland, Ind., your Committee advises Synod as follows:

a) In reply to ground “a,” to refer to considerations
under 4 a, {.

Adopfled.

b} In reply to ground “b,” 10 refer to cousiderations
above: 4 f and h. Moreover, whatever the Seriplure pas-
sages ciled by Highland may prove. they do not prove
that God comimands us to sing Psalms exclusively in our
public worship.

Adopfed.

¢) In reply to ground to state that the decisions of
Svnod will no douht mtroduce a period of adaptation.
During this period there will be of necessity some differ-
ences between the various churches, hut these differences
need not canse confusion.

Adopfed.

d} In reply to ground “d,” to statc that the objection is

u r?

answered in part by the considerations ahove: 4.f and h.

As for the elemenls in d not sahsﬁed bhv these considera-

tions, no reply is necessary since the consistory of High-

land has not submitted sufficient proof to establish them.

“Adopted.

ITII. Relative to the Matter of Choirs.

A. The committee informs Synod that there is legally
~upon the table the report of an Advisory Committee on
Choirs (Agenda 11, p. 211fT).

Adopied as information,
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B. Your commitiee advises Synod to decide as follows:

Though the introduction of choir-singing.is Ieft to the
discrelion of the counsistory, Syvnod nevertheless dis-
courages choir-singing as a distinet element of publie

“worship on the following grounds:

(1) The danger exists that congregational singing shall
he curtailed.

(2) If the choir sings sepmatelv there is the difliculty
of maintaining the principle of Article 69 of the Chureh
QOrder.

In cases where choirs C\lSt or shall be introdueced,
Synod insists that only those Psalins or hymns shall he
sung which are apprmed by Art. 69 of our Church Order:
or such anthems which contain onl\ the exact words of
porlions of Scriplure.

Adopled.

ARTIKEL 91
Prof. . H. Kromminga closes this session with prayer.

ZESTIENDE ZITTING, DINSDAGNAMIDDAG, 24 JUNI

ARTIKEL 92
Nadat gezongen is Psalm 119:17, gaat Prof. W. Heyus
voor in gebed.

After Psalm 119: HTﬁ&:Lsﬂﬁlg’PrOf W.Heyns

@mﬁmlmudn 0? ihe Report of the Commitlee of Pre -
advice on Matters of Church Order, bmenh ele. (Cf.
_ Art. 83): '

VIII. Report of the Committee on Rules of Synodical
‘Procedure (cf. Agenda, Part I, p. 149 f.f.).

(1) Your Conmmitlee advises Synod to accept this Reporl -
as information.

So decided.

(2) Your Commitlee advises Synod to adopt the Rules
of Synodical Procedure proposed in this Report, but
with a considerable number of changes.
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After discussing some of the changes recomimended by
the Cominittee of Preadvice, Synod decides to refer the
whole maftter to a new Committee, consisting of two per-
sons, whose duty it'shall be to study this matter with a
view to the simplification of the Rules of Synodieal Pro-
cedure, and to report to the Synod of 1932. (Members,
Art. 128, 19.) |

IX. Report of the Synodical Committee,. (Supplement
I, A).

In connection with this Report, the following matters

“were submitted to your Committee for consideration:

A. An invitation from De Gereformeerde Kerken in
Nederland to send a delegate or delegates to the meeting
of their Synod to be held August 18 and following days of

© this year, Your Committee advises Synod to aceept this.invi-

tation, and to appoint a delegate to hear our greetings to
these churches. )

Adopied.” The Commitice on Appeintments is instruet-
ed to present a nomination of three persous from whom
Synod will choose a delegate. (Cf. Art, 103.)

B. The League of Evangelical Siudents requests Synod.

to lend moral support to the aims and aspirations of {hatl
movement, This request is strongly endorsed by the Fac-
ulty of our Seminary. Your Commitiee advises Synod o
s0 express ilself and to instruct the Stated Clerk to inform
the League of said action.

Adopted,

C. The Back to the Bible Movenent also asks Synod
to endorse its movement. It is suggested that Synod pass
the following resolution: Resolved, That this Synod, recog-
nizing the need of greater knowledge of the Bible on the
part of the people, endorse the “Back to the Bible Move-
ment,” which has for ils general purposes a Bible heing

_ read daily in every home, a Bible being used by every Bible

School pupil, and the placing of Bibles in every church pew.

Referred to the Stated Clerk of Synod and lhe Synodical
Commiittee for further investigation.
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D. A recommendation front a Commillee appointed by
the Synod of 1926 (see Aels, page 40}, to investigate the
labors of Rev. C. M. Loomis, reads as follows:

Your Commitiee advises Syvnod to adopt 1he last stale-
ment in this letter, “that Mr. C. M. Loomis be not pcrmitied

“to speak in our churches for the purpose of collecting for

anv organizalion represenled by him.” Further thal the
Stated Clerk he insirucied io inforin our consistories of this
decision.

Adopled. ‘

E. There has come to Synod through its Stated Clerk
a communicalion from the Commillee on Presbyterian
Unity of the United Preshyterian Church of North Ameri-
¢a, in which Synod is requesled to appoint a committee rep-
resenting our Church to sit in with a joint commitlee, al-
ready cxisling and representing five Preshyierian and Re-
formed denominalions, in order to perfect plans for effeci-
ing an organic union between all Presbvierian and Re-
formed hodies on the basis of their cxisting Standards.
The codperating churches are: the Presbyicrian Church in
the U. S. A,, the Presbyterian Churclh in the U. S, the Re-
formed Church in America, the Reformed Church in the
U. S, and the United Presbyierian Church of XNorth
Amcrica.

It should here be added that the joint committee repre-
senting these five bodies has already met in Pitisburgh:last
January and has passed the following resolutions:

Churches at the earliest moment, .
“II. We recommend to the Church Courts appoiniing ns:

u) that we approve organic unjon with other Presby-
lerian and Beformed Churches on the basis of their
existing slandards;

“d) that our representafives be instrucied, in codperation
with commnittees from other Presbyterian and Re-

formed Churches, to prepare a complete plan to

make this organic union effective to be submitted for
adoption to the properly constituied authorities of
these Churches.”

“J. The committee of the conferring Churches express -
fhemsclves as approving the organic union of these
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1t is proposed that Synod declare as follows:

“However miuch we believe in the unity of the Church of
Jesus Christ, a unity which, though essentially spiritual.
should also as much as possible come fo visible expression
in the organized Church; and,

“However much we desire to cultivate the spirit of mu-
tual understanding and codperation between the Calvinistic
branches of historical Christendom;

“We cannmot codperate in any movement whose avowed
ain is to effectuate organic union between our.Church and
the five affiliated Churches mentioned above. Reasons:

(1)} The Christian Reformed Church stands foursquare
for the Reformed inlerpretation of Cliristiau truth
as expressed in its confessional standards, and can-
not consider an orqamc union with - ecclesiastical
hodies in which there is widespread indifference to-
ward greal cssentials of the Reformed faith, such as.

.we are persuaded is the case in at least one of the co-
operating bodics;
(2) In the struggle helween Modernism and Orthodox\
which is raging in the hisloric Christian Churches to-
day, the Christinn Reformed Chureh slands com-
mitted to lhe ovthodox, biblical, and supernaturai
view of the Christian faith, and cannot consider or-
ganic union with ecclesiastical bodies in which this
sposttion is ot uneguivocally aflirmed and main-
tained. It is a matter of commmon knowledge that in
al least onc of these codperating denominations Mod-
ernisur is not only tolerated ccclesiastically, Lut also
openly propagated in pulpit, press, and lh('Ol(}”lCt]
education;

(3) The Christian Reformed Church maintains discipline

) over ils members both in matlers of doclrine and of
Christian living. It belicves that such discipline is
demanded by the Word of God and thal it is indis-
pensable for the welfare of the Church. We deeply
deplore the fact that ecclesiastical diseipline, as wc
conceive of it and as we believe a Chureh of the Re-
“formed persuasion should maintain il, has in some
of the five aforementioned codperating Churches
practically fallen into disuse, on which account we
feel we cannot seriously contemplale ovganic union
with them;
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(4) In the matter of membership in secret, cathbound
organizations the Christian Reformed Church not
: only holds that such membership is incompatible
with membership in the Churceh, but alse mainfains
and enforces this position by debarring from its
membership those wio are so affiliated. Organic
union with the five aforementioned codpevating .
Churches could he effected only at the expense of
maintaining this prerequisite for church-member-
ship, a sacrifice which we are not prepared to make.

We welcome all efforts which may lead to strengthening
{he bonds of {rue unity between the Churches of Christen-
3 dom, and especially between {lhose denominations whose
1 creedal position is historically rooted in the Calvinistic Re-
formalion, but feel that for these reasons we cannot co-
operate in any plan looking to organic union between the
.Christinn  Reformed Church and the five codperating
Churches mentioned above.”

. Adopted.

. i F. The Commitlee on Divorce, appointed by the last
3 : Svnod, calls attention in a supplementary report to a (ues-
i tion submilted to our Synod by the Churches of South
2 Africa: “Door de Kerken van Zuid-Afrika wordt evenvens
E de vraag gesteld of het geoorloofd is, dat iemand trouwt
i met de vrouw van zijn overledene broeder?”’ (sce Acts of
i Svnorl, 1924, page 90). The Commitlce stales thal it was
P unable to study ihis matter because the official document
% is not 1n ils possession. and adds that it gladly awaits {he
E instruction of Synod regarding the question wliether it de-
sires that we proceed in this matler, notwithstanding ihe

3 absence of all official data.
4 Your Committec advises Synod to instruct the Conmittee
g on Dii\'orce to study this question and to report 1o the next

Svnod.

Adopled. (Cf. Committeec members, Art. 128, 14.)
"By the Chur—chesgglf ,Srzuﬁh Africa also'th:_a i
‘question is raist ebleflr 1t is permissible,
Continuation of the Report of the Commitiee of Pre-
" advice in re Missions (cf. Art. 43) :
that someone merries the wife of his deceased
brother?"

ats
A9
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J. Election of Delegales al Large.

{1} In connection with this malter we have considered
the Overfure of Classis Holland (Agenda, Part II, p. XVI).

The proposed Article differs in two respects from the
present Article 1V attached to the Articles of Associalion of
the Mission Board (Acta 1928, p. 43).

The Classis Holland overture proposes:

{1} Thai the delegales at large be men *who are or have
been Elders™;

 (2) That they have a demdmg and not onl\ an advisory

- vote.

For the first proposal no grounds are given, whereas for
the second three grounds are furnished.,

Your Conunittee advises that the overture, in as far as it

.purposes to give the delegates at large a deciding vote in

the Board of Missions, be adopted. _
Synod alter Art. IV of the By-Laws altached lo Lthe Articies

- of Association of the Mission Board of the Christian Fe-

formed Church, to read as follows:
“This Board is composed of one representative of each

_ Classis of the Christian Reformed Church, clected by these

Classes-and approved by Synod, and three delegates at large
to be elected by Synod out of a nomination of six presenled
by the Mission Board, miless Synod desires to add nominces..
The delegates at lar{.,c shall also serve as members of the
Executive Comniittee.” :

Groutds:

(1} Experience during the past t\\u vears has proved the
value of having such men, who have the training and

judgment of busmess men, on the Board and Execu-
tive Committee: :

(2) It seems like a slight cast-upon these men o give
them only an advisory vote, as the Synod of 1928 did.
They should have a deciding vote in all questions-

coming before  the Board and the Executive Com-
mittee; .

(3) Since these delegates at large are elected by Synod.
- and therefore represent the whole Church, there can
be no objection to the-fael that they are chasen from
Classes cenlrally localed, so as to be able {o attend

all meelings of the Executive Committee without
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undue expense. To this may he added thal it is
recommended by the Board of Missions.
Adopted.

(2) To the six nominees proposed by the Mission Board,
viz., J. Kos, R. Van Noord, E. Wieringa, D. Blocksma, H. R,
Gezon, G. Trap, yvour Commitlee has added the names of

- H. Hekman, H. Denkema, and Jacob E. Feemlra dnd ad-
vises apprebation of this nomination.

Approved,

FW T ” J
TR T Rt e

(3} Your Commiittee recommmends that Synod procecd
ai this thue to the election of three men, to serve as dele-
gates al large, from this nomination.

Adopted.

" The resull of the election is that the following brethren
are chosen as delegates at large: H. Helunan, H. Denkema,
and J. Kos. Their alternaies are R, Van Noord, E. Wieringa,

TR

p s LA
v

e

5

4 and D. Blocksma.

. K. Inview of the desirability of having men with busi-
3 ness ability on the Board of Missions, vour Commitlee re-
i gnesis thal Synod remind the churcnes of a decision {aken

at the Synod of 1910 (Acta 1910, p. 22) by incorporating it
in the Acts of this Synod. It reads thus:

« “Aangezien Art, 4 van het Reglement der Heidenzending,
in overcenstemming met  presbyleriale Kerkregeering,
ruinite laat voor de verkiezing van ouderlingen, zoowel als
predikanten voor den Board, de Synode hiernp de aandaceht
der Classes vestigt” (Acla 1910, p. 22). S

olx

D e T TS

E Adopted. (Continued in Ar{. 99.)

= ARTIKEL 95

- Ouderling 13. Heuseveldt sluit deze zitling met dank-

. zegging engebed. closes this session with thanks-

. giving and prayer. '
SEVENTEENTH SESSION,WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 25

ZEVENTIENDE ZITTING WOENSD AGMORGE‘\I :

< 25 JUNI1

F ARTIKEL 96

Psalter No. 4% is sung. Rev. A. Koning leads in prayer.
#"3eeing that Art L|r of the Constitution of the
3 Heathen Mission, in accord with presbyterial
Church Crder, allows for the slection of elders
as well as ministers for the Board, Synod di-
rects ths attentlon of Classes to thlS.

FERTETTE
oo
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ARTIKEL 97 o
The roll call shows that all delegultes are prescnt.

ARTIKEL 938
The Acts of the fiftcenth and the sixteenth session are
read by the clerk, and approved by Svnod after one

" correction has been made,

ARTIKEL 99
Continnation of 1he Report of the Committee of Pre-
advice on Missions (cf, Art, 94:

II. Report of the General Home Missions Committes,

A. Your Commiltee receommends that this Report be
reccived for information and incorporated in the Acts of
Synod.

So decided (see Supplemenl I11).

B. Proposals:

(1) We rccommend that Synod approve the proposcd
Budget for 1931 and 1932. This includes the grants for
Canada loward Mr. Wyenberg’s salary, and thal of a new
missionary {0 labor in Wesicrn Canﬂda under auspiees
of Classis Pacific.

PROPOSED PLAN AND BUDGET FOR HOME MIqSIONS
FOR 1931 AND 1932

To Receive Must
No, of Total Must Balse frém Gen. payto
Classes Fam. Needed Themselves Fund Gen. Fund
California ............ 483 $10,200. § 3,200. 3§ 7,000, $ 483.
Grand Rapids East... 2786 8,170. 8 358, : 2,874,
Grand Rapids West..3387 7,3%0. 10 161. 6,175.
Holland ... 1805 - 4,700, 5,715. 2,920,
Hudson-Hackensack..2051 4,500. 6,153. 3,704,
NHNOIS ..oecceceeverrenan 2730 ? 2,730.
Muskegon  .ooveneeen 1955 7,400, 6,400, 1,000. - 1,954,
Orange City .eoee-.- 1512 6,150, 4,850, 1,200. 1,512,
Qostiriesland ... 560 3,850. 2,350. - 1,500, 560.-
Pacific ..o 840 *11,215. 3,365. 7,850, 840.
Pella .. 1046 3,300, 3,300. 1,046,
Sioux Center ........... 1413 7,700, 4,239. 3,461. 1,413.
Wisconsin ... e 642 ? 642.
Zeeland .....couoeicvnnns 1576 1,350. 4,728, 4,954,
Midwest Canada ...... 2,700.
Eastern Canada ...... : $7,000.
Total .l $31,711. §31,911.

* Includes VS'.‘..OOO for new Missionary in Western Canada. '
+ Includes $3,000 for portable church in Chatham (see polot 3§ below). -

A(Iop!ed.
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a) In connection with the proposed budgel, your Com-

"mittee calls Synod’s attention to the Overture of Classis
-California. (Agenda, Part IL pp. X1 to XV).

The overture is as follows:

“Classis requests Synod to grant Classis C.lllf()[‘llla aid
from the General Home Mission Fund to ihe extent of
£8,500.00 per year for 1930-1932,

Explanation:

The budget adopled by Classis for home mission work is
as follows:

Salaries of three Home Missionaries................8 6,0(]0.00
Auto zllowance for three Home AMissionaries.... 900.00
Rent of two homes..,..ccocnecvcevcnnrenceeeeenee 1,200.00
Sudsidy to Beliflower.. " 500.00 :
Subsidy to Ontario ... 1,500.00
Incidentz! expenses (telephone, mov mg, ete, }.._. 100.00
Totale e a1 $10,200.00

Towards the raising of this budget, Classis of California
can confribute as follows: - -
Churches numbering a total of 461 fam:ltes as-

qe--aed at 83 per family, contribute ... ... $ 1,383.00
Aizsston Sations contribute......... e e e 317.00
Tota) e B 1,700.00

Consequently Classis requests 88,500.00 in order that
the budget 1may be met.

Synod will observe that Classis requests $1,000.00 less
than in 1928. This is remarkahle, since work is heing done
in bwo more mission stations than in 1928, and one church
is being heavily subsidized to enable it to call a pastor. That

- asmaller amount of aid is being requested is due to the fact
that the Classis is growing in numbers and the inission sta-
tions are contributing regularly to tlie Home Mission Fund
of the Classis. Synod mayv expect that henceforth the

amount of financial aid needed by Classis will steadily de-
,crease. Classis hopes to be able soon to bear ils owir home
missionary burdens and {o impart aid to others.

Due {o the hlcssing of God Classis has succeeded in eslab—'




% "Olassis requests Synod to grant it the sum of

$750.00 from the General Home Missions fund, so

that we may assist the Birnamwood congregation

in obtasining a minister. In case this cannot be
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‘

lishing churches and wmission stations in localities most
strategically located from the standpoint of the agricultural
and industrial development of California. Thus far our
people have known Lhis stale as a land for invalids and as a
winter resort. However, California is al present advancing
rapidly as a commercial and industrial state. Consequently
California offers in addilion to a salubrious climate increas-
ingly betler prospects for the business man and for the
working man. Accordingly, lo whatever locality in Califor-
nia our people are most apt to go, our Church is prepared
to keep in toueh with them and to provide a church home
for them. ‘

Moreover, Synod should consider that opposition to the
Chureh of Christ, and especially to the principles for which
our Churcli stands is exceedingly bilter in California, There-
fore, whatever our Clinrelr has begun theré, must be vigor-
onsly prosecuted, Half-measures do not avail. Conse-
quently Classis has aimed Lo provide every church and every
mussion station with the regular services of ordained
ntrinisters. '

Classis trusfs that Synod will grant the request of our
Classis as willingly as in 1528.”

In view of the extraordinary circunstances and special
needs of the Hoine Mission Field of Classis California, vour
Committee advises that a special allowance of 1,500 per
vear from the Home Mission Fund be granted {hat Classis
for the next two years.

Adopled.

b) We also call Synod’s attention to the overture from
- Classis Wisconsin (Agenda, Part 11, p. XI1I). The over-
ture is as follows:

“De Classis verzoekt de Synode om haar de som van
$750.00 toe te staan uit de Algemecene Inwendige Zendings-
kas, opdat wij Birnamwood’s gemeenle kunnen bijstaan in
het verkrijgen van een leeraar. Indien ons dit niet toege-
staan kan worden, zullen wij als Classis het verzoek van
Birnamwood tol haudopenng moeten weigeren.” .

Your Committee advises that this matter Dbe placed in the -
hauds of the General Home Mission Comnitlee for investi-

granted to us, we as classis will have to deny
the request of Birnamwood for handopening.”
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gation, and that it be left to ifs best judgment in the matler.
Ground: Your Commillee is convinced that a better ar-
rangement than is proposed in the Agenda-can be made.

Adopled.

¢) In re the grant toward Mr, Wyenberg's salary.,

Relative to this inatler we can report thal the support, up
1o $1,000 per annuin till the 1332 Synod, toward the salary
of the field agent at Winnipeg is conditioned on the willing-
ness of the Winnipeg Reformed Immiigrant Aid Sociely to
have its field agent serve impartially all of the Railroad and
Steamship Lines with which the Director of Missions is able:
to make arrangenients as to renuneration for the oblaining
of employinent of the new-comers, with a view to ulti-
mately have the work mainlain itself without financial aid
coming frounl our side as a Church. We recommend that
the Director of Missions he C]large(l to take this up with the
Winnipeg brethren,

Adopted.

(2) Chu: ch Building at Hamilton, Onf,

The General Home Missions Commiitee asks the approval
of a grant of §3,000 from the Church Help Fund toward the
purchase of a Church at Hamilton, Onti. (See Report of the
Comnittee.)

We advise that Synod recommend the Hamilton congre-
gation to the Church Help Fund for a loan to the extent of
83,000, special offerings for this purpose to be requested of
the chnrches in Classes Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids
West, Holland, Muskegon, and Zecland.

Adoplted.

(3) Church Building at Chatham, Ont,

The General Home Missions Committee asks Synod to
allow the grant of $3,000 from the General Fund for the
purchase and erection of a teinporary, preferably portable
church building at Chatham, Ont., this building to remain
the property of the Christian Reformed Church.

Your Comumittee advises that this request be granted.

Adopted.
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(4) Relalion belween the District Committees and the
Classical Committees.

The General Home Missions Commitlee asks for a clearer
specification of the relation hetween these two.

Since a new Order for Home Missions is about to be
adopled {sce Scction VIII below}, your Commitlee advises
that this request be tabled.

So decided.

(5) We further recommend that Synod take grateful
cognizanee of the recetpt of 1500 guilders, contributed by
the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands per Prof. Aal-
ders, and the $100 obtained by the Secretary of Missions al
Rotlerdam.

Adopled,

C. Overtures of Classes Californica and Pacific:

(1) *Classis California expresscs its gratitude to Synod
for financial Lelp received during 1928-1930.

Classis again requests Synod for aid in bearing the clas-
sical expenses to the extent of 50 cents per family per
classical meeling. ) B ’

Reason: The samc reason as given in 1928, when Classis

submitiled a similar request, holds today. The ehurches of .

the Classis of California are widely seattered not only with--
in the State of California, but also in the State of New Mex-
ico. As a result the expenses of meeting, even though Clas-
sis meets only twice a year, are very high. Seldom does
the assessment for the expenses of a classical meeting fail
helow $1.10 per family.”

Your Commitlee advises that Synod assist the Classis of
California for the reasons given in its overture to the extent-
of 30c per family toward its classical expenses,

Adopied.

(2) “Classis Pacific verzoekt vriendelijk, dat de Synode
haar noginaals steune in het dragen der reiskosten voor de
Classicale vergaderingen. Deze reiskosten heloopen voor
iedere vergadering §1.50 per gezin, Indien de Synode steunt

. met 50c per gezin, dan blijft het nog $1.00 per gezin voor

de Classis.” "Classis Pacifie kindly requests
that Synod agein assist it In travelling expen-
ses for Classical gatherings. These travelling

~expenses for each meeting smount to $1.50 per

family. If Synod assists with 50¢ per family,it
sti1ll means $1.00 per family for the Classis."
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Your Commniitlee advises for the reason given in this over-
ture, that Synod allow Classis Pacific 50¢ per family towards
its Classical expenses. ‘

Adopted.

1I1.  The Report of “RKerklnlp.”

A. The Committee advises that the report (Agenda,
Part 11, pp. 236-239), be received for informalion. (Supple-
ment VIL)

So decided,

B. The “Kerkhulp” Commniittee raises a question in its
Report (Agenda, Part I, pp. 236-237). We also find two
overtures in the Agenda regarding this maller, onc from
Classis California (Agenda, Part Il pp. ix-xi), and the other
{from Classis Pella (Agenda, Part 11, pp. xi-xii).

(1} The overture of Classis California follows:

“Classis overlures Synod with referencee to the Fund for
Church Aid as follows: - -

A. That Synod shall express its disapproval of the prac-
tice of recommending ¢hurches that are in financial diffi-
cullies to our people for special offerings that need not be
repaid. Reasons:

1) This practice is unjust. In the past well-eslablished
churches, temporarily embarrassed, have received
large sums which need not be repaid, while small and
needy churches that have oblained aid from the Fund
for Church Aid by the regular ehannels, have been re-
quired to repay all that they have received;

2) While offerings are being received throughont our de-
nomination for individual churches, the Fund for
Church Aid does not receive the necessary considera-
tion. and as a result small and needy ¢hurches which
expect aid from the Fund must wail a year or even
longer.

13. That Synod shall rule that in case a church requires
immediate aid and is recommended to our people for a spe-
cial offering. this church shall repay the money received to
the Fund for Church Aid in tlie same manuer as is done by
churches that have received aid in the regular way,
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Reason:

In the past chiarches that were well-established but had
suffered some. unforescen disaster, reccived rather large
sums of money as gifts; while small churches, thal nceded
aid to obtain thieir church properties, could obfain such aid
only in the form of a loan. Such procedure is very evident-
Iv an unjust one, and recurrence of it ought to he made
impossible.

C. That as the method for repayvnient of sums received
from the Fund for Church Aid, Synod shall adopt the fol-
lowing: :

a) Churches that repay all money received from the
Fund in five years after the date on which the loan
was ade, shall receive a discount of 205 of the
principal;

B) Churches thal repay all money received from the
Fund within ten years after the date on which the loan
was miade, shall receive a discount of 109 of the
principal;

¢} Churches that repay all the money received from the-

Fund within fifteen years after the date on which the
“loan was made, shall receive a discount of 5% of the
principal; ‘

d) Chnrches that owe anv of the money received from
the Fund fifteen years after the date on which the loan
was made, shall be required to repay the principal
enlirelv. Reasons:

1) This method gives equal consideration to all;
2) It encourages the prompt repayment of inoney

borrowed by wvarious churches from the Fund.-
Such repayinent will render the Fund in a position -

to aid promptly all that are recommended by the
Classes. One of the weaknesses of the method
now in operation is that loans are held for a very
long time, and the Fund, as a conscquence, cannot
aid prompily those churches that have hecen rec-
omniended; ‘

3) Although the inethod proposed by Classis will, be- 7

cause of the discounts, eniail some loss for the
Fund, this loss should be considered in the light of
a gift (and therefore a gain) for the deserving
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church that has done i1ts utmost to repay the money that
was borrowed from the Fund.

D. That Synod shall apply the benefit of discount as outlined
above in C also to churches that on January 1, 1931, owed un-
pald balances tothe Fund for Church Aid, the tlme belng compu -
ted from January 1, 1931.

Reasons: The same as under C."

Your Committee recommends the adoption of thls overture.

Adopted.

{(2) The overture of Classis Pella follows:

"Since the present method of dealing re the Fund for Cgurch Aid,
gatisflies neither the Committee for the Fund for Church Aid, nor the
churches, Classis Pella requests Synod: '

1) Henceforth the collections asked from the churches for congre-
gations that have suffered losses from fire damage or other
reasons, that such received monies are forwarded through the
Fund for Church Aild, with the obligation that these monies must
be pald back, even as such 1is expected from those who receive
monies from the Fund;

2) That the Cormittee do not grant help or reguest special col-
lections from the churches, before the needy congregation sti-
pulates: '
a) How much it can itself do;

b) How much it needs; Grounds:

1. Congregations asking for permission and receiving i1t, to
ask for collections from the congregations of the churckh,
are not under obligation to pay these back, which ig not
fair toward congregations which recelve help-from the Fund
directly, but which are under obligaticn to refund these
as socon as they are able;

Often more assistance 1s given than a congregation needs;

In this way more congregations will have oppeortunity to
obtalin church peoperties; _

i. The interest and trus in the Fund would in this way incresase..

w o
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Your Committes advises:

a)
b)
S0

C.

That the first part of Pella's overture is covered by that
of California;

That the second part of Pella's overture be adopted and that
it be added as part E of California's overture.

decided.

Instruction from Colton, So. Dak., supported by that of

Classis Sioux Center (Agenda,II,pp. x11 and x111):

"The Consistory of the Colton Christian Reformed congregation
at Colton, So.Dak., comes again with an urgent regusst that through
Synod a collection be recommended in the congregations of our Church
{the congregations of Classis Sioux Center excepted, since they have
already taken a collection for us).

Qur Grounds for this request are threefold:

1)
2)

3}

" mized financial reverse for our congregation.

Our congregation is unable to pay off its debt by 1tself. :
The way, directed by the Synod of 1928, namely, & collection in '
Classis Sicux Center, proved to be 1nsuffﬂclent ?
Nov. 2, 1929 our bank in Colton was closed. The money in the funds
of our congregation, then in the bank, are therefore beyond our §
reach, And a large part of it we will not get back. Dec. 21 our mor
gage was due. In the fund for Debt Reduction was part of the noney
given to us by congregations of our Classis. Our plan was to pay
our mortgage on that 'interest-bearing date!. That however, has now§
become impossible for us. ;
Some members of the congregation had temporarily fully $1,000 ;
for safekeeping. in the bank when the bank was closed; others less. i
Thus also the closing of this bank, just at this time- when in 1
our Debt Retirement Fund there wass a goodly amount temporarily in
the bank for safekeeping-and when members of the congregation had
had temporarily on deposit monies for safekeeping {some had just
raid their tax, but their checks bounced, and they were on account
of this regquired to pay their tax once aga_“). is 2 not to be mini-
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) Your Committee advises Synod to recommend the congregatio
Colton, So. ]?ak. to Church Help, and that it accordir%g %o Argig]f_‘e 3
of the Constitution for the Fund for Church Aid ("in special cases
t@e CommlFtee has the right to grant monies, however such a‘grant
will require the approval cof Synod") shall be free from the obligation-fi

~to repay the granted help. Ground: The fin i} i i
oo Tepay the gre | | ancial need as described in

Referred to the Committee for “Kerkhulp” with: power
to act. M"Church Help"

IV. Report of the Nathanael Institute.

A. The Commitiee recommends that the report be re-
ceived for information and printed in the Acts of this Synod.

So decided. (See Supplemenl V.)

B. Further we advise that Synod request the Committee
of the Nathanael Institute to send its reporls to Synod to its.
Stated Clerk in time to have them printed in the Agenda.

Adopied.

C. No financial report was reccived, hence ihé Commit-
jee advises that Synod request the Nathanacl Insiifuie {o
present a financial report at our Synodical meetings.

Adopted. - - - : ,‘

D. The Proposed Budget of the Nathanael Instilute,
1930-1932, is as follows: : - ,
Salaries of 6 fuli-time and 6 part-time workers......515,404.00

‘Fael 400.00
Gas, Electricity, Telephone.......... 250,00
Repair and Deeorating. e siares s 800.00
Books, DREPETS, ITACLS s 300,00
DESPENSATY  covcmcarsrrsreseossessmrncscaesoonssssarasssar sy s snsee 200.00
LADOT  coemeecmeeeecermemar e sssssmmannnree e scns it s s s an s s 200.00
TOSULRICE  ooeevrrmcmirassamsomoeescosescosiiamansns ot s sa s st 265,30

Materials and miscellaneous
APNUAL IBEETESE criveicvrrreeereceesetem e ot s s
Reduction of debt e

Total annual budget .o $24,519.30

In view of tlie economic condition of our country your
Commiitee judges that the contribution of $1.10 per family
annually for Jewish Missions, as recommended by the for-
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mer Synod, should not be increased and recommends
that the Nathanael Institute bhe allowed £19.250 per vear
until next Synod, it heing understood that it shall proceed
to the calling of a missionary which may necessitate cur-
tailinent in other activities,

Adopted.

V. The Report of the Paterson Hebrew Mission.

A. Your Committec advises that the Report of the
Paterson Hebrew Mission (Agenda, Part II, pp. 242-244)
be received for information (Supplement V),

So decided. :

On motion it is decided to extend a vote of thanks to
Dr. Walter L. Dunning, who gives hlS services to this
Mission free of charge. _

B. No financial report was received. Synod requests
the Paterson Hebrew Mission to send a financial report
to our sxnodual gatherings in {ime to be placed in the
Apgenda.

So decided.

C. The proposed Budyget for the Paterson He!ne\\
Mission is as follows: .

Salaries ...ce.veecccevecccieenens $4,460.00
Coal s 306.00
Light oo 100,00
DIUES e ivrecarneemiininen 300.00
Sundries ....ooveeereeeeees 300.00
Incidentals ....cccocvemevemerneres 84(.00
Total ..o e e $6,000.00

In view of the economic condition of our country we
advise that the Paterson Hebrew Mission be allowed
$5,500 annually till néxt Synod.

Adopted.

V1. The Report of the Hoboken Seamen’s Home.

A. The Report will be rcad. We advise that it be
reccived for information and printed in the Acts of Synod.

Adopted. (See Supplement X.)
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have them printed in the Agenda.
Adupted,

meelings in time to be placed in the Agenda,
Adopted.

.

Home is as follows:

. npually.

of a Budget of $8,000 annually.
Adopted.

ston, General Fund.

Svnod.
So decided. {See Supplement V.)

B. Your Committee advises Synod to request {hat its
reporfs to Synod be sent to its Stated Clerk in time, {o

C. We recommend that Synod, since no financial
report has been received, request the Eastern Hoimne
Mission Board to send a financial report to our synodical

D. The proposed annual bun’get for the Scamen's

SALARIES:
Superintendent ... $ 2,000.00
Asst, Superintendent ... . .....erereen 1,560.00-
Jenitor and Matron .....ccovecvveecveeienreeaces 1,660.00
RUNNING EXPENSES:
Fuel .. 500.00
(Fas, Electnclty ......... 600.00
Repalra, maintenance ....... . 520.00.
INTEREST and DEBT REDUCTION
Annual Interest ...o.ooooooooeooeeeeemeeeeen. $ 1,260.00
Reduction of Debt vooovveevvreceeeeeveeiceeeeee 2,000.00
$10,000.09

to be received from the churches—44¢ per family an-

Your Committee recommends that Synod approve of
the proposed Budget, provided the debt be reduced to
the extent of $2,000 yearly., If the deDbt reduction is not
ohligatory your Committee recommends, in view of the
economic conditions of our country, that Synod approve

VII. The Report of the Treasurer of the Jewish Mis-

A. The Report will be read. We advise that the report
be reccived for information and printed in the Acts of

st oo e
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B. We recommend that 3ynod advise the Treasurer to send in his
reports to Synod in time so that they can be printed in the Agenda.
Adopted.

C. The Financial Report was received and has been audited in a
satisfactory manner. We recommend that Synod receive this report for
information, have it printed in the Acts of Synod and urge our church- .
es to support the cause of Jewish Missions liberally. The Budget of
both the Nathanisl Institute and the Paterson Hebyew Mission have been .
reduced to a minimum. An average contribution of $2.20 for 2 years per !
family is reguired to carry on the work among the old covenant people.

Adopted. (See Supplement V.)

VIIT. The Report of the Committees on Rules and Regulations for
Home Missions.

A, Materials.

(1) The Report of the Committee ™In re Rules and Regulations for |
Home Missions (AGENDA, PartI, pp.Uff). -
(2) Instruction from Classis Pacific (Agenda Part II, pp.VII):
"Synod approve the draft for a new order for the Home Missions,
as presented by the Committee arpointed for this at the Synod of 1928
Acts of Synod, Art 1b3, Point 22. Grounds: :
1) By this new order the objections stated at the last Synod agaln5u;
the proposed "Rules and Regulations™ disappear; |
2) By this plan the task of Home Missions acquires a clear-cut basis;
while:
a) the classical committees continus to functiorn-as at present;
b) the district-cormittees are dispensed withj
¢) the general committee is appointed by the Synod.

{(Classis Pacifiec.)
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(3) Instruction from CGlassis Pella (Agenda, Part II, p.VIILII):

Clasgis Pella proposes to Syncd that Synod revise Art I of the Rules
for Home Migsicnsg, establishesin 1910 (Acts of Synod 1910, p. 17), and
amended in 1912 (Acts 1912, p.l1l2); and an article be placed in the New
Order for the Home Missions, in which the right of calling and dending
and rules of the labhor of Misaionary Ministers is given to Consistory,

Classis or Synod, from which the respective mission proceeds and by which :
it is carried ocut. Grounds: ‘

1) In principle this is already accepted (Acts 1912, p.12; Acts
1920, China Missionary p.89§

2) One of our Classes alrsady follows this method. (Muskegon);
) In former +times this was acknowledgedin church polity (Rutgers,
Kerkrechtell jke Adviezen, I, p.32h§,

) The old method is more appearance or form than reality;

) This regnrlation is safer for Classis, Congregations, and
missionaries. : (Classis Pella.)

e

'B. Your Committee advises:
(1) That the Report of the Committee appointed by the previcus
Synod, with thanks feor i1ts thorough work, be received as information.
(2) That Synod declare that for the reasons named in the instruction
of Classis Pacific, is ready to consider the Order for the Home Missions.
So decided. (1) So deciged.
(3) That Syncd make grateful us of the hint glven in the instructicn
of Classis Pella.

So decided.

C.Your Committee now presents the "Order Fa The Home Missions" to
Synecd for approval. Here and there a few changes, and inour oplnlon,
1mprovements, have been madse.

i
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The Committee proposes that each article be read separately and
compared with the corresponding article in the Order prepared py-the
Committee of the previous Synod, and that afterwards the reading of
the article be approved.

So decided. The Order for Home Missions is thus accepted and approved:

RULES AND REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE HOME
MISSION WORK OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED
CHURCH

Article 1, For the work of Home Missions are necessary:

a) Classical Committees, whose task it shall be, in the service of
the Classie, to promote the interests of Mission work within its
territory.1} '

b) A General Committee, whose task it shall be, in the name of
the Synod, to direct the Mission work outside of the Classical terri-

tory, and regarding the work of the Classes, to do what is necessary,
in the interests of unity and co-operation. - .

CLASSICAL HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEES
Article 2. Each Classical Home Mission Committee shall c¢onsist
of three members, with their alternates, chosen by the respective
Classes for the time of four years; bi-ennially and in rotation, two
members and one member are to retire. The same rule pertains to
their alternates.

a) The election of Classical Mission Committees ghall take place
at the spring meeting of the Clasges, during synodical years.

b) The persons proposed to Synod as members of the General
Commiittee shall be chosen from such members of the Classical
Mission Committee as were recently elected, for a term of four
years, :

Article 3. The work of these Committees is to be:

a) The regulation of the labor of the Home Missionaries in the
service of the Classis.?)

Clb)iLooking for new mission fields and reporting about them -to
assis. )

e) The execﬁﬁon of what its Classis charged it to do.

"Article 4. Every Classis has«for its own Mission work, a treasury
of its own, and under its separate management.

GENERAL HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Article 5. The General Home Missions Committes shall be com-
posed of those members of the respective classical mission commit-
tees, who were appointed for four years (compare Art. 2), and
elected by Synod, with the Director of Missions ex officio member
and secretary. .
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That Synod may proceed to this election, every Classis shall pro-
pose one member of its classical Home Mission Committee to serve
as primarius, and one a3 secundus,

At every Synod one-half of the number of these members shall
retire, but the retiring ones may be proposed anew and re-elected.

For the appointment of these members it is to be borne in mind
that permanence, as much &s posgible, is in the interests of the
cause which the Committee is serving.

Article 8. The work of the Gei‘leral Committee shall be:
a) The regulation and direction of all Home Mission work outside
of the respective classical territory.

b) The supervmmn of the entire work of Home Missions, in order
to assist eﬂ'u:lentl in such a manner that this work be carried on
harmoniously in- ine whole territory, that there be neither neglect
nor overlapping, and to see to it that the synodical decisions be
faithfully carried out by all the parties concerned.

¢} The administration of the General Treasury, judging about the
applications for support, that may come in, an 'in simo ical years,
te gerve the Synod with advice re fardmg' thie, as well a.s~preparmg
the budget to be laid before Syno

d) Laying a complete report hefore Synod

e} Executing what Synod charged it to do.

Article 7. The General Committee shall meet in synodical years,
for this purpose cbnvened in time by the Director of Missions,

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Article 8. The members of the General Committee of the Mich-
igan and Illinois Classes ghall constitute aAn Executive Committee
for the execution of the decisions of the General Committee and for
the regulating of ad interini matters, as well as of such things as
require speedy action. Ag much as possible, the Executive Com-
mittee Is té obtain, by correspondence, the approval of the majority
of the members of the General Committee for these decisions.

The Executive Committee is to gend a complete report of all of
its transactions to all the members of the General Committee.

Aricle 9. Every member of the General Committee shall keep his
Clasgis and Classical Misgion Committee posted on the transactions
of the General Committee, and the General Committee shall lay a
report of the same before the Synod.

Article 10. Expenses connected with the General Committee and
the Executive Committee, are to be paid from the Genersl Treasury.
THE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS

Article 11. The Director of Missions shall prepare and keep up
to date, complete statistica of the following particulars:
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a) What is done by every Classia in its territory.

b) How much subsid X churches in need of mid require, and how
miich they have receive

¢) How many Home Missionaries are needed in every Classis to
perform its task.

d) Which salaries are received by these Home Missionaries in
different localities,

e) How much support each Classis has received from the General
Treasury.

Article 12, The data for these statistics shall be furnished annual-
}y and in time, to the Director of Missicns, by the members of the
General Committee, each one for his own Classis.

On the basis of these data the General Committee, before every
Synod, must prepare 8 Home Mission Budget, t0 be submitted to its
judgment.and approbation. '

Article 13, Through the Director of Missions, the General Com-
mittee is to establish and maintain contact with the churches and
Emigration Bureanx in the Netherlands, in rerard to those who emi-
grate from the Netherlands to the United States and Canada.

THE GENERAL TREASURY

Article 14. Besides the Classical Treasuries for Home Missions,
there ehall be 8 General Treasury, of which the General Committee
shall have charge. This Treasury shall serve for finsncing all the
work of Home Missions that pertains to the Church in common, It
is also to serve for the support of such Classes as are needing -

- financial assistance. The amount of aid to be extended, Is to he
submitted to the judgment and decision of Synod.

For this General Treasury offerings are to be taken in a.ll our
congregations, at least once a year.

Article 18, Applieations for support from this Treasury aré to be
sent annually, in due time, by the Classes, to the Secretary of the -
General Committee,

Article 16, The General Committee ia charged in the course of a
year, to diminish the support promised the respective Classes, if
through removal of one or more missionaries, or ministers of subsi-
dized .churches, the expenditures of these Classes decrease.

'Arti.cle 17. The promised support, unless there be no need of it,
ought to be paid out in full, The General Committee therefore has
the right, and is charged with the duty, to do all within its power to
render full payment possible, as for instance, by means of an appeal
for a special offering.

Article 18, The 'Geneml Committee sppoints & treasurer, who
. shall receive all moneys for the General Treasury, but is not to pay ‘
out any, except as directed by the General Committee.
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Article 19. The amount needed by the General Treasury.shall be
fixed by Synod, which at the same time shall indicate how much is
looked for from each family, '

During the years in which the Synod does not convene, the General
Committee is authorized according to circumstances, to fix a budget.

On motion it is decided 1hat the Director of Missions,

. Dr. H. Beets. shall be requested to translate this “Orde

vuor de Inwendige Zending™ into English. (Vide Supple-
ment XVI.)

(Mission Report continued in Art. 102.)

: ARTIKEL 100
This session is closed with praver by Elder J. J. Bolt.

EIGHTEENTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 25

After Psalm 11913 is sung, Elder A. Ten Harmsel led in
prayer, .

Continualion of Report on Missiens (cf. Art. 99):

D. Since Synod has accepied (Art. 89, VIII) the pro-
posed “Rules and Regulations for Home Missions,” vour
Commiltee recommends that the Classes be advised to eleet
the members who are 1o serve on the General Committee at
their eartliest convenience; thal the election of these
mcmbers be approved at this time by Synod; and that until
the General Commitiec, as defined in the Rules and Regula-
tions, is constifuted, the present arrangement be continued.

Adopfed.

E. We submit for yvour consideration and approval
changing the name “Home Missions Committee” to “*Com-
mitice for Church Extension.” Reasons: :

(1) The work of the Committee is one of Church Ex-
tension;
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('3) The name Home ‘\Ilssmns Commitiee creates con-
fusion;

(3) Conmmitlces similar to our Homne Missions Commit-
lee are commonly called Conumittees for Church
Exicnsion.

Rejecled.

F. We advise that Synod authorize the General Home
Missions Commiltee to become incorporated.

Adopled.

G. In re the instruction from Classgis
Sioux Center (Acts1928,p.109),which can be
found Agenda, Part I, p.l6, your Committee
advises to accept the advice of the Commit-
tee on "Rules and Regulations", viz. not to
enter upon the request of Sioux Center,see-
‘ing the concrete case no longer exists (Agen-
da, Part I, p.17).

So d601ded.

Article. 103

The Committee for Appointinents now submits a nomi-
nation of three-brethren, from whom -Synod chooses Dr.
Y. P. De Jong as delegate to the Synod of the “Gerefor-
meerde Kerken in Nederland,” to be held in August of this
year. Rev. J. De Haan, Jr., is appointed as his alternate
(Cf. Art. 93, A))

On motion it is decided to allow the de]egate two hundred
dollars towards traveling expenses.

Article 104

Continuation of the Report of the Commitiee of Pre-
advice on Protests and Appeals (cf. Art. 76) :

V. The Case Rev. Kemps.

Your Committee received a letter from Rev. H. Kamps, in which he
once again asks attention for his case. This letter contains two
complaints: (1) that the Synod has not yet approved his emeritation;
and {2} that Clagsis Ostfriesland asked for his emeritation on the
ground of the fact that he has a weak intellect and
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a bad character. Especially the last designation, "bad character"
hurts the brother. ‘He insists, that the Classis has branded him with
a bad_character, and says, that that slander must be taken away or
proved.This letter even containes an intricate threat: "Whatever
happens, brethren, the Synod is faced with i1t and must do the right,
go that the slander is removed orby basic proof or through recall.
Let us not be forced to call upon the civil courts.

In connection with the same case your Committee had the report
of the Synodical Committee, which was appointed by the Synod of 1928,
to submit the case of Rev. Kamps to a careful study and report to
the Synod of 1930. This is a paper of 11 pages, including all the
minutes of the consistory of Wright and of Classis Ostfriesland, which
deal with the casgse of Rev. Kamps. At all of the inquiry initiated by
the Committee, Rev. Kemps was glso present. The remarks which he madse
in connection with the minutes, are recorded in the report. Further the
Synodical Committee, composed of the ministers W.D. Vanderwerp and
D. Hollebeek, did not go. It says, "Onr mandate does not include
pronouncing judgment on this case, but only to conduct a careful in-
vestlgatlon, and we think that we have faithfully carried out this
mandate."

Fgpom the report your Committes can see very clearly, that it would
not be difficult, to point®all kinds of mistaked in the whole matter,
mistakes by Rev. Kamps, mistakes by the Consistory at Wright, and mistake
by Classig Ostfriesland. However it does not consider it necessary, to

reveal all of these. It only wants to point out, that in connection with-'

the second complaint, included in the letter of Rev. Kamps, that
Classis Ostfriesland did not attribute a "bad", but a "weak" character.

The report confirms what was already determlned by the Syned of 192l -
and at the Synod of 1926 stated in a report of Classis Ostfriesland,
viz. that Rev. Kamps is "in good standing"{Acts 1924,p.59;1926,p. 160)
Likewise it confirms, what the Committee at the last named Synod claimed,
viz. that "the.
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AN

grounds on which Classis Ostfriesland asks for the emeritation of

- Rev. Kamps" are not covered by Art. 13 C.0.unless one proceeds from the

9

idea that "the otherwise" of Art. 13 covers such cases. This your
Committee cannot determine with certainty, although it doubts it.
J. Jansen adds to this in his volume of De Kerkordening,

Van de Diensten,'p.BSS, "or otherwise in disability, defects, diseases

and accidents.”
According to the letter of Rev. Kamps the brother seemingly desires

two things: (a) that Synod approve his emeritation; and (b} that it

require Classis Ostfriesland, because of the humiliation implied in

the grounds given by Classis for his emeritation, to retract these, or
to confirm the intricate charge with proofs. And the last point is
accordlng to his letter the moat important. Should Synod not satisfy
him in this, the he might feel it necessary to appeal to the civil cour
Received As Information. :

Your Cormittee advises Synod: '

(1) To refer Rev. Kamps with this protest to Classis Ostfriesland,
seeing that this protest, is so far as your Committee can judge, has
never been atClassis.

S0 decided.

(2) Not to approve the em eritation of Rev. Kamps as yet, seeing the
brother is himself,at the present time,protesting against the ground
on which his emerlitation is recommended, and the grounds named in Art.
do not apply.

So decided. ; B -

(3) To grant Rev. Kamps also in the following two years (till 1932)
some support from the Emeritus Fund, the amount to be determined by
the Board.

So decided.

Rev. E.J. Krohne &nd Elders W. Bareman, H.H.Bosch and B.J.Bennink

state that they cannot agree with this decision and request that this
be noted in the Acts.

Received as Information.

3

ts¥
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Synod further decides to appoint a Committee, consisting of three
persons, to investigate the case of Rev. Kamps vs.Classis Ostfriesland
once agein, and if possible to bring it to a good conclusion.

VI. Protest of Mr. M, Dykstra in re individual cups.

Your Committee received a letter for i1ts consideration from
Mr. M. Dykstra, a member of the First Congregation of Roseland, Chicago,
containing a protest against the decision cf the Syncd of 1320 concer-
ning the use of the 'individuasl cup" in the celebration of Holy Com-
munion. The brother does not give the page and the Article of the
Acts, where the decisicn can be found, but likely he refers to what we
find on page 3,Acts 1920, where we read, "Your Committee advises in this
(the use of the '1ndﬂv1dua1 cup') to make no regulation, but to leave
it to the wisdom of the respective cpnsistories. So Decided." The Bro-
ther believes, that the introduction of the 'individual cup! is in con-
flict with the institution of Holy Communion. Jesus used the common :
cup. He points to places in Zoly Scripture as Mt.26:27;Mk.1:23;Lk.22:17}
and I Cor. 11:23-27; and further to Articles 31, 53, and 62 of the Church
Order of Dordt. : : '

Your Committee advises Synod to call the attention of the brother to
the fact that the Synocd of 1620 just decided tomezke no reguletion re-
garding the introduction of the 'individual cup'!., but to leave this en-
tirely to the local church, and besides, that esch prctest against the
introduction of it in the first place belongs with the consgistory."

In place of this advics Synod accepts the following:

"Synod advises the brother that it finds no grounds inhis protest “
that would demand that Synod chaenge its standpoint in this matter.™ ?

VII. Protest of Emden’s Consistory vs. Classis Ogtfriesland.

Your Committee was given & protest from Emden's Consistory against
Classis Ostfriesland regarding




Page 130

the permitting of preaching in congregations by persons who have
no preaching license, and the use of monies from the treasury of
Home Missions to pay these persons.

Emdent's Consistory, Classis Cstfriesland has declared that it agress
with 1t in this matter, but in practice it doss not abide by the rule.
This protest i1s formally in order.The Classis however, has been
neglectful in forwarding the related informatin, and therefore it was
difficult for the Committee to enter intoc the matter.
from another Consistory, 1in which reference is made to that in ¥Emden,
your Committee gets the impression that the infringement has been re-

latively minor.

Your Committes advises
of the decigion of the Syn

So decided.

VIIL. Case of Columbus Consistory vs. Thomas Van

A,

Dyle and others.

The following documents, which are Iognll}"l)oi‘nre
" the Synod, were placed in the hands of your Committee:

(1) A protest of Thomas Van Dyke against his Consis-

()
(3)
()
- (9)

(6)
B.

rve

;;)rg't’esl of four persons: Abraham Kornelis, Mrs.
Kornelis, Sydney Kornelis, and Mrs. Svdney Kornelis;
Protest of John Van Dyke against Consistory and
Classis;

A copy of the Classical Minutes regarding this mal-
ter, and a report of the Classical Committec; A
Some correspondence regarding this malter from
several individuals; ' ‘ S
Protest of Thomas Van Dyke to the Synod.

Information.

This protest of T. Van Dyke contains: . ,

(1) Scrious objection to the action of the Consistory, the
" Congregation, and the Counsellor; _ . ;

(2) Attempls made to seitle the matter and their oui-

cone.

According to the letter of

From a letter

that it simply remind Classis Ostfriesland
od of 192k, Acts, p.38,Art.L1,E.

Sy dmasty
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The serious objections under point 1 are: :

a) "That a decision of the Consistory wes presented

: to the Congregation for approvalj

b) As a resulf of this an elder, for more than an
hour, was publicly slandered by & part of the
Congregation. ‘ '

¢) That the clause of the original incident of the’
Consistory-meeting, was in an illegal manner
rescinded.". :

E According to the extraci of the Minutes of March 6, 1929,
':; Classis decided that this document was formally in order.
& The Classis appointed a commititee to consider this protest

g} and to report.  Afte