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NOTE ON THE TRANSLATION 

.. 
The official Acts of Synod 1928 include sections in beth the Dutch 
and English languages. Wherever the English language was used, 
this transcript reproduces those sections directly from the official 
Acts of Synod 1928. The reader will be able to identify where trans­
lation-or reproduction of the original occurs. 

The translation was made for the Synodical Interim Committee, but it 
is not an official, accepted translation of the original. In all 
instances where translation has been made, this should be checked 
against the original. 

The pagination of this volume follows that of the official Acts for 
convenience in referring to the original. 
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Acts of Synod 

of the 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

In session from June 13 to 29,1928 

at Holland, Michigan. 

FIRST SESSION, WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 13 

ARTICLE 1 

After the delegates had joined the calling church, Central Avenue, 
in an Hour of Prayer, the evening of Tuesday, June 12, upon which occasion 
in the absence of the President of the previous Synod, the Rev. W.P. Van Wijl 
who is delegated by our churches to the Synod of the Reformed Church in 
America, meeting in New York, the Vice-President of the previous Synod, the 
Rev. H. Keegstra, preached on I Cor. 15:58, A Call to Labor in the Lord's 
Work", and led in prayer, they assembled Wednesday morning, June 13, at 
10 o'clock in the church of the Central Avenue congregation. 

ARTICLE 2 

The assembly is led in devotions by the Rev. H. Keegstra. He announces 
Psalm 84:3, reads I Peter 5, and leads in prayer. 

He gives the following address: 

"Worthy Brethren:-

"It is my privilege to greet and welcome you this morning to this 
communi ty. 

"Holland has its natural attractions, given to us by God, but it has 
especially gained its reputation in that by the guidance of divine Provi­
dence, it is one of the central locations of our 
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people, who emigrated from the Netherlands to America. Here the 
Netherlands immigrants arrived and settled in 1847 under the out­
standing leadership of Dr. A.C.Van Raalte. And those first pioneers 
by their teaching and example left their mark on the life of their 
descendants. To be sure, also here, the process of Americanization 
has brought .about changes, but still there is much that clearly 
shows the origins of the inhabitants of our town. Especially the 
great number of churches, church attendance by the inhabitants, the 
quiet Sundays insofar as commerce, labor, and public recreations are 
concerned, and also the institutions for Christian instruction, 
usually draw the attention of strangers. 

"In this place in the midst of so much that reminds us of those 
stalwart pioneers, we shall gather together for a few weeks, to pro­
mote the interests of our churches. May we match them in courage and 
in the strength of perseverance, 

"Also our labor requires wisdom and costs concentration. Thanks 
be to God, we do not expect problems of such a painful nature, as 
presented themselves, alas! in previous years.However, what awaits 
us is not of lesser importance. I need only remind you of some of 
the reports sent to us for study, such as those dealing with world­
ly amusements, the status of ministers serving in non-ecclesiastical 
institutions, improvement of public worship, the training of the 
youth of the Church, and the various mission interests- and you will 
agree with me that weighty matters will have to be dealt with by us. 
Add to this questions such as labor and employer organizations, 
our congregational singing, delegation to Synod and Curatorium, as 
also matters pertaining to Theological School and Calvin College and 
an institution for the training of mission workers, and no one will 
want to assert that because of a lack of a full and important pro­
gram, this will turn out be an insignificant Synod. 

"But it is also an honorable, yes a glorious task to which we are 
called. It concerns nothing less than the blessedness of our Church, 
precious to us, and the honor of our God, Whom to serve is our highest 
privilege. 

"Many have departed from us through death. No less 
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than ten Ministers of the Word were taken from us since the last 
Synod; others had to discontinue their labors because of illness 
and who kno~ how many of our elders were called out of their work 
to eternity. 

"God spared us so that we as overseers in His vineyard might 
continue to labor. May that privilege stimulate us to serious con­
secration. 

"Brethren, in our own strength lies our weakness, in the right 
acknowledgement of our weakness, our strength. 

"God has the means for success in our work and to obtain the 
fulness of His grace He gives us access in JesusChrist, Who is our 
Lord. May there be in Him our unity, our hope, our strength and our 
desire, then we shall conduct ourselves as worthy servants, and will 
not be ashamed in the task He has assigned us." 

ARTICLE 3 
The credentials are presented and found to be in order. From these 

it appears that the following brethren are delegated to Synod and 
are present: 

Classis California 

Ministers- W. Groen, M. M. Schans, J. De Jong. 
Elders- D. Hoek, A. Vander Wagen. 

(Elder L. P. Brink is absent because of illness. His 
secundus is not present.) 

Classis Grand Rapids East 

Ministers- D.H. Kromminga, J.M.Vande Kieft, H. Verduin. 
Elders- B. Sevensma, K. Boerema. 

(Elder J. Kamstra is absent because of illness but is 
expected tomorrow.) 

Classis Grand Rapids West 

Ministers- H.J.Kuiper, Y.P. De Jong, R.B. Kuiper. 
Elders- A. Rodenhouse, J. Manni, A.J.Rooks. 

Classis Hackensack 

Ministers- D. DeBeer, G. Goris, J. Beebe. 
Elders- H. Van Ostenbridge, W.J. Van Mell, T. Thiessen. 



Classis Holland 

Ministers- J. De Haan,Jr.,H. Keegstra, D. Zwier. 
Elders- E.O. Holkeboer, A. Lyzenga, H. Mannes. 

Classis Hudson 

Ministers- J. Timmerman, R. Bolt. 
Elders- F. Zeeuw, H.Buisman, J. Ten Cate. 

( Rev. W.Kuipers is absent but is expected this 
afternoon. ) 

Classis Illinois 

Ministers- I. Westra, F. Doezema, Z.J.Sherda. 
Elders- E. Wierenga, H. De Boer. 

(Elder K. Wezeman is absent because of illness. His 
secundus is not present.) 

Classis Muskegon 

Ministers- "J.C. Schaap, J. Gritter, J. Dolfin. 
Elders- M.A. Postmus,A.L. Timmer, H.J. Dornbos. 

Classis Orange City 

Ministers- N.J. Monsma, W. Bajema, A. Wassink. 
Elders- E.Brunsting, J. Verbrugge, J. Postma. 

Classis Ostfriesland 

Ministers- E.Boeve, A. Folkema, E. Joling. 
Elders- H.J. Kuiper, I.Goris, J. Webber. 

Classis Pacific 

Ministers- J.W.Brink, D.H. Muyskens, J.J. Werkman. 
Elders- M. Bouma, E.Eerkes, A. Vander Ark. 

Classis Pella 

Ministers- A. De Vries, I. Van Dellen, D. Hollebeek. 
Elders- J. Vander Ploeg, J. Schoolland, D.J. Ter Maat. 

Classis Sioux Center 

Ministers- J.H. Geerlings, J. K. Van Baalen, M. Monsma. 
Elders- P. Van Beek,W. Bierema, D. LeFebre. 
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Classis Wisconsin 

Ministers- W. Terpsma, J.O. Vos, H. Moes. 
Elders- F.A. VanSomeren, N. Alsum, A. Holstein. 

Classis Zeeland 

Ministers- K. W. Fortuin, J.G. Vande Riet, B. Essenburg. 
Elders~ S. Grasman, J. Van Noord, A. Mannes. 

ARTICLE 4 
The Synod casts ballots for its Officers. Results are as follows: 

President­
Vice-President­
First Clerk­
Second Clerk-

Rev. H. Keegstra 
Rev. H.J. Kuiper 
Rev. D. Zwier 
Rev. J. Dolfin 

The Officers are seated, the President Scknowledges gratefully 
the confidence placed in him and asks for the cooperation and prayers 
of the brethren. 

ARTICLE 5 

The President reads the public declaration of agreement and all 
the delegates express their assent. 

ARTICLE 6 

Seated as members for pre-advice are the Theological Professors 
L. Berkhof, C. Bouma, M.J. Wyngaarden, H. Schultze, and the President 
of Calvin College, J. Broene. 

Prof. S. Volbeda is absent because of illness. Prof. B.K. Kuiper 
is not present. 

Synod decides to invite Emeritus Professors F.M. Ten Hoor and 
W. Heyns by telephone to come and be seated as members for pre-advice. 

ARTICLE 7 

The President appoints the following committees: 
1.Committee for appointing Committees of Pre-advice- Revs.H.J. Kuiper, 
M.M. Schans, J.M. Vande Kieft, R. Bolt, I. Westra, De. Hollebeek, H. Moes, 
J.G.Van 



deRiet, and Elders H. VanOstenbridge, E.O. Holkeboer, H.J. Dornbos, 
E.Brunsting, I. Goris, M. Bouma, P. Van Beek. (Cf. Art. 14.) 
2. Reception Committee- Revs. H. Verduin and R.B.Kuiper. 
3. Obituary Committee- Revs. J. Timmerman, J.W.Brink and Elder 

A.J. Rooks. (Cr. Art. 141.) 
As reporter for The Banner Dr. H. Beets is appointed; for 

De Wachter, Rev. A. Keizer. 

ARTICLE 8 

The following time schedule is adopted: 
Morning sessions, 8:30-11:45, with a recess 9:45-10:00. 
Afternoon sessions, 1:30-5:45, with a recess 3:15-3:30. 

ARTICLE 9 

It is decided to meet at 3 P.M. so as to give the Committee on 
Appointments the necessary time to select Committees on Preadvice. 

ARTICLE 10 

This session is concluded with thanksgiving by Rev. H. J. Kuiper. 

SECOND SESSION, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 13 

ARTICLE 11 

Rev. D. Zwier opens this session. He announces Psalm 86:6 and 
leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 12 

Rev. W. Kuipers, delegate from Classis Hudson, is now present 
and upon the request of the President expresses agreement with the 
Public Declaration. 

ARTICLE 13 

The report of the Synodical Committee is read by the Stated Clerk, 
Dr. H. Beets, and received by Synod as information.(Suppl.I,A; see 
also Art. 137). 



The report of the Synodical Treasurer, Re. J. Noordewier, is read 
by Dr. H. Beets, and received by Synod as information.(Suppl.I.B; 
see also Art. 137, xl. 

Synod decides not continue reading the remaining reports, which were 
addressed to Synod by the Curatorium, the Board of Missions, and all 
the various Committees of Deputies, but to refer them to the Committees 
for Preadvice, and to read them when the matters with which they deal 
are discussed. 

ARTICLE 14 

The report of the Committee for appointments to the Committees of 
Preadvice is read by Rev. M.M. Schans and approved without change. It 
reads as follows: 

''Your Committee proposes - the following division of 
labor among the members of Synod: 

1. Theological School and Calvin CoJlege:-
The Revs. J. Timmerman, H. J. Kuiper, H. Verduin, J. 

De Haan, Jr., F. Doezema, J. Gritter, and D. H. Muyskens. 
lJte Elders P. Van Beek, J. Schoolland, W. J. Van MeJ1, H. 
\ an Noord, F. A. Van Someren, H. J. Dornbos, and D. Hoek. 

Advisers-Dr. C. Bouma and President J. Broene. 

2. Home Missions (including Church Extension, Seamen's 
Home, Cit)· Mission Training School, Church Help):-

• The Revs. R. Bolt, J. M. Van de Kieft, D. HoJlebeek, J. O. 
'?S, J. De Jong, and J. J. V:erkman. The Elders E. Brun­
sting, A. Van der Ark, D.Le Febre, I. Goris, and H. De Boer. 

Adviser-Dr. H. Beets. 

3. India~, Jew.ish, and Foreign :lIIissions (including South 
AmerIca, BIble and Tract Societies, National Christian 
Association, Overture on Membership of Boards):-

. 'IJ'e R:evs. I. Van .DeJlen, J. DoIfin, J. G. Van de Riet, 
J. v.. Bn~ G. GorIS, and A. FoIkema.The Elders M. 
Bouma. J. \ an der Ploeg, E. \Vierenga, H. Van Ostenbridge, 
and J. Verbrugge. 

Adviser-Dr. M. J. \Vyngaarden. 
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4. Publication and Education (including Radio-preaching. 
Sunday School lesson serie-.) :-
The Revs. Y. P. De Jong. N. J. Monsma. Z. J. Sherda. 

J. K. Van Baalen. and D. D~ Beer. The Elders D. J. Ter 
Maat, W. Bierema. H. J. Kuiper. A. J. Rooks. and N. Alsum. 

Adviser-Prof. H. Schultze. 

5. Church Order and Emeriti:-
The Revs. K. W. Fortuin, A. Wassink. I. Westra. E. Jo­

ling. and J. C. Schaap. The Elders A. Lyzenga, K. Boerema, 
T. Thiessen, A. Holstein, and A. Mannes. 

Adviser-Prof. W. Heyns. 

6. Liturgy and Hymns:-
The Revs. M. M. Schans, W. Groen. B. Essenburg, J. 

Beebe, and J. Manni. The Elders E. O. Holkeboer, F. 
Zeeuw, E. Eerkes, A. L. Timmer, and B. Sevensma. 

Adviser-Prof. B. K. Kuiper. 
7. Amusements and Unions:-

The Revs. D. H. Kromminga, R. B. Kuiper, William Kui­
pers, A. De Vries, and J. H. Geerlings. The Elders A. Ro­
denhouse, A. Van der Wagen, H. Buisman, J. Postma, and 
J. Kamstra. 

Adviser-Prof. L. Berkhof. 
8. Protests and Varia (including the Sioux Center case) :­

The Revs. H. Moes, )1. Monsma, William Terpsma. Wil­
liam Bajema, and E. Boeve. The Elders M. A. Postmus, 
J. Ten Cate, J. \Vebber. S. Grasman, and H. ){annes. 

Adviser-Prof. F. M. Ten Hoor. 
9. Appointments:-

The Revs. J. ){anni, Y. P. De Jong. D. De Beer. W. Groen, 
and R. Bolt. The Elders B. Sevensma, E. O. Holkeboer. 
A. J. Rooks, P. Van Beek. and H. J. Dornbos. . 

The first mentioned on each Committee is to serve as 
president, the second ns secretary." 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 15 

An instruction of Classis Pacific with respect to the use of the 
Dutch language in synodical assemblies was now taken uP. It read 
as follows: 



"The Synod should in its gatherings, for the present~ confine itself 
more to the Holland language, than has been the case in the previous 
Synod. Grounds: 

(1) Many of the delegates are not able to follow the discussions, when 
they are held in English, nor can they judge rationally on motions that 
are formulated in this language; 

(2) In the Western Classes, where Americanization does not proceed as 
rapidly as in the Center and the East, there .are many elders who for the 
time being are not sufficiently acquainted with the English language, to 
be profitably delegated when the language of Synod is for the most part 
English; 

(3) In choosing delegates, if the present practice continues, more 
attention will have to be paid to being conversant in the English language 
than on knowledge and competency in ecclesiastical matters. And this will 
not advance the character of Synod." 

After some discussion the following motion is adopted: 
"Since we are a bi-lingual Church, the question as to the language 

to be used on the floor of Synod is left to personal choice."(Cr.Art.85.) 

ARTICLE 16 

It is decided to adjourn till Friday morning, June 15, to give the 
Committees for Preadvice opportunity to formulate their reports. 

ARTICLE 17 

Rev. J. Dolfin concludes this session with thanksgiving. 

THIRD SESSION, FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 15 

ARTICLE 18 

The session is opened by Prof. L. Berkhof. He announces Psalm 118:7 
and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 19 

The Acts of the first and second sessions are read and approved. 



ARTICLE 20 

The roll is called. Elder J. Kamstra, delegate of Class is Grand 
Rapids East, is now present. Upon request of the President he expresses 
agreement with the "Public Declaration". 

Also the Professors W. Heyns and B.K. Kuiper, members of Synod for 
preadvice, are now present. 

ARTICLE 21 

In response to the request of Rev. A. Keizer, reporter for De Wachter,; 
to have help in translating synodical decisions that are in English, 
Dr. H.H. Meeter is appointed to assist him. He agrees to perform this 
task as long as he can be present. In his absence Rev. Z.J.Sherda will 
substitute for him. 

ARTICLE 22 

The Committee for Preadvice re Litugy and Hymns asks whether it is to 
deal with an instruction, received late and not presented to the Classis 
by the consistory of Broadway Ave. Grand Rapids. 

Synod decides that under the given circumstances, to declare 
this instruction receivable. (cr. Art. 70.) 

ARTICLE 23 

The Report of theCommittee of Preadvice re Publication and Edu­
cation matters is now presented. 

First of all the report of the Publication Committee is read, which 
is accepted as information. (Supplement VIII.) 

The report of the Committee of Preadvice is now read by the reporter 
Rev. N.J. Monsma, and discussed seriatum: 

1. Regarding the opening of new rubrics in our church papers there 
are three instructions before us, namely two from Classis Zeeland and 
one from Classis Wisconsin: 

"Synod decide to reopen the rubric 'Beschouwingen en Critieken' 
(Observations and Criticisms) in De Wachter. See Acts of Synod 1918, 
page 47, Art.44. -, 

"." ".-: 



Ground: Synod never decided to omit this rubric. To the contrary, 
in 1918 it was decided to maintain this rubric. 

(Classis Zeeland.) 
Synod decide that also in The Banner a similar rubric regarding 

canonistic matters be opened. 
Ground: Our rising English-speaking generation has urgent need 

or this. (Classis Zeeland.) 

Classis adopts and sends to Synod 
or Randolph, reading: "Synod decide to 
en Critieken' in De Wachter, and add a 

the instruction or the consistory 
reopen the rubric 'Beschouwin§en 
similar rubric to The Banner. 

)Classis Wisconsin.) 

These instructions comprise two matters: 
(1) Concerning reopening or the rubric "Beschouwingen en Critieken" 

in De Wachter your Committee advises Synod to state that it cannot con­
sider this matter: 

a) While this rubric, according to the Acts or Synod 1918, p.47, 
never was omitted, and only a change or name took place; 

b) While matters, which earlier were dealt with under this heading, 
at the present time they can be dealt with in the rubric or the Editor­
in-Chier and in "Kerkelijk Leven" (Ecclesiastical Lire); 

c) While naturally each consistory or Classis, should they reel 
the need, have the rreedom to suggest matters to the editor, which in 
their opinion, ought to be discussed. 

So decided. 

(2)Concerning the opening or a similar rubric in The Banner, your 
Committee advises Synod to state that there is no need or a similar 
rubric in The Banner, since articles or this special character can very 
well be dealt with in the rubrics "Editorials" and !tOur Doctrine". 

So decided. (cr. also Art. 27.) 



ARTICLE 24 

This session is closed with thanksgiving by Elder A.L. Timmer. 

FOURTH SESSION, FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15 

ARTICLE 25 

Rev. J.O. Vos opens this session, announcing Psalm 25:2 and 
leading in prayer. 

ARTICLE 26 

Rev. J.J. Steigenga, secundus delegate from Classis Grand 
Rapids West, substitutes for Dr. Y.P. De Jong, and expresses his 
agreement with the Public Declaration. 

ARTICLE 27 

Continuing the Report of the Committee of Preadvice in re 
Publication and Education. (Cf. Art.23 above). 

2. Two instructions concerning the language in which the Synodical 
Acts and Agenda are printed, are considered. (Agenda,Part II,p.IXX) 
These instructions are sent by Classes Orange City and Sioux Center and 
both ask that the Agenda as well as the Acts be printed in both Dutch 
and English. Your Committee advises Synod to state that it cannot con­
sider this matter: 

a) While the translation of reports and decisions presnets 
great difficulties; 

b) While every member of our churches can avail himself of capable 
help in the reading of the Agenda and Acts; 

c) While the editor of De Wachter and of The Banner already have 
the custom ofcommenting on the most important matters, before and after 
Synod, and even present abstracts from reports, translated; so that one 
is able to be acquainted with matters;. and 
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d) While by this the expense of printing the Agenda and Acts 
would be raised by $2,000.00. 

So decided. 

3. In connection with the instruction of Classis Wisconsin, 
regarding acquiring suitable sermons for English reading services 
(Agenda,Part II,p.IXX), your Committee has also considered Report V 
(p.118,Agenda, Part I) of "The Committee to Provide English Sermons 
for Reading Services in our Churches", And advises Synod to declare; 

a) That the named Committee be thanked for its work; 
b) That Synod decide in harmony with the advice of the Committee 

which reads as follows: 
"In view of the peculiar character of the work, the expe­

rience of the past six years and the very limited demand, your Committee 
advises Synod to leave this problem for private initiative to solve;" 

c) That the remaining monies be transferred to the treasury of 
"General Home Missions", and 

d) That the Committee be dissolved. 

So decided. 

4, In regm'd to R,,,lio preaching, ther" arc three over­
tures at hand; onc frum Classis Grand Rupids East, 
another, whit-h is the SUI1lt' in (.'ol1l('nl, however. frotH 
Classis Grand Rupids Wesr (Ag!',,,la, Part II, p, IXX), and 
still anothcr frum Classis Illinois, reading as follows: 

"The Church has been and should always he searching 
for ,ways Hnd 111cnns wlll'rl'iJ,Y til(' great cOllllnission of 
~hr,st 10 pl'l-m'h th,' Gosp!'l ,'un he mOl',- ell'cctivclv ear­
r,cd '!ut; shc s!lIluld, ,Ihc,'('for'e, \\'ciconH' tI", mean's that 
proIlllsc to acJucve tlus f('sull 1l1n("(" expeditious]". Now 
wc havc rC<"'iv('(1 tlH' Radio as a gift of God for ihat Pill': 
pose, and a lll"lIbc~ of our O\\,!l <;hurches ill Grand Rapids 
arc profitahl}' mnkrng us<, of ,t III prul'iaiming the gosp<'1 
of J('sus Chr,st. 

"]10\\,('\,(:1'. h~' Illcans nf ~11t: ,n't'SPlit lu'oi.ult'Hsting ul 
G1'.'lIId Rap,ds only,! \',""Y I"",'"d Iluml",,' of p<'opll' is 
beIng reached; und. It IS allugt'thcr oul of (llicstiOJ1 that 
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Grand Rapids, or even the whole Christian Reformed 
Church would at the present time consider the erection of 
its own hroadcasting station. Yet, on the other hand, 
whereas there are millions to be reacbed this work ought 
to be carried on in such measure that the whole countrv 
is benefited thereby. • 

"Therefore, Classis Illinois overtures Synod to assume 
the responsibility for tbis work, and to consider the advis­
ability of broadcasting from Chicago. Grounds: 

1) We may not be satisfied with giving our gospel 
message to but a few, whereas, there are means for 
reaching thousands, yea, millions; 

2) Such an undertaking is too large for only a few of 
our churches. while being spread over the whole 
Cllurch the cost would be approximately one cent 
per family per week for each one hour and fifteen 
minutes of broadcasting; and 

3) Chicago would at present be the most logical 
center, since it has stations which can be heard in 
the whole l'. S. A. and in all the provinces of 
Canada." 

Your Committee advises Synod to decide in regard to 
this matter: 

a) That it fully appreciates the urgency of the three 
reasons attached to the two Grand Rapids over­
tures, 

b) That Synod, however, does not consider the interest 
in Radio preaching to he so general as to warrant 
the placing of the entire denomination under finan­
cial obligations. 

c) That Synod agreeing most heartily wi.th th~ n~otives 
expressed in the overture of ClasslS IllinOIS, re­
(IUests said Classis to procede with this matter on 
its own initiative, and to ask for voluntary contri­
butions for this cause through our denominational 
publications from the Church at large and from its 
membership. 

d) That the Grand Rapids churches be requested to 
discontinue their work of Radio-preaching, as soon 
as Classis Illinois is ready to begin its work in this 
line and to assist this Classis also, provided, how­
ever. that Classis Illinois succeeds in obtaining the 



use of a Radio broadcasting station of sufficient 
power to warrant good reception throughout the 

State of Michigan; reasons: 
(1) Because GrandRapids has no broadcasting 

station of sufficient power to warrant denomi­
national interest, 

(2) Because it is necessary that all efforts in this 
line be unified. 

In place of this advice the following substitute motion 
is accepted. 

"Synod decides to refer the matter of radio preaching to 
a Committee of three persons, to report to the following 
Synod. " 

(Continued in Art.37). 

ARTICLE 28 

Rev. H.M. Vander Ploeg, treasurer of the Emeritus Fund, 
reads the report of the Emeritus Board. 
Accepted as information. (Supplement VI). 

ARTIKEL 29 
Synod now takes up the report of the Committee of Pre­

advice in re Missions. The report is read by Rev. J. Dolfin, 
and is as follows: 

Report of tl!r COnlmillrr un .1lis,ioll': illdian, Foreign. 
kwisl!. SOlltl! .4merira. rIC'. 
ESTEE~IEIl F.\TIIERS .\:->IJ BRETlIRE:->: 

The following material was suhmitted to your Commit­
tee named ahove for its cOllsideration and l'readviee to your 
honorable hody: 

I. Rt'port of the Director of :\Iissions on hehalf of the 
Christian Reformed Board of :\Iissions. 

II. Report of ~athanael Institute, 1928. 
III. Report of Patt'rson Hebrew ::\Iission Committee 

(see Agenda, ParI I, p. 120). 
IV. Heporl of the Hebrew :\Iissions Board of Paterson, 

N. J. (sec Agenda, Part II, p. 172). 
V. Report of Treasurer Jewish :lIissions, General Fund. 



· VI. Report of Committee appointed by Synod of 1926 in 
re Agendnm Report: Proposals of Local Conference of 
'Yorkers in China. 

VII. Report of Committee appointed by Synod of 1926 
"in re Status of Missionaries on Indian and Chinese Fields." 

YIII. Report Zuid-Amerika. 
IX. Report of the Representative of the National Chris­

tian Association (see Agenda, Part II, p. 167). 
X. The following overtures (see Agenda, Part II, pp. 

X, XI, and XVI) : 
1. Overture Classis Muskegon in re Sudan United Mis­

sions, p. X. 
2. Overtures Classes Grand Rapids East and California 

in re "laymen" on Mission Board, pp. Xl and XII. 
3. Overture Paterson ;\lission Board, p. XVI. 

I. Report of Director of Missions on behalf of the 
Christian Reformed Board of Missions. 

Your Committee has the honor to report: 
1. 'Ye would ask the Smod in connection with this re­

port to extend the courtesy ~f the floor to the Rev. Dr. R. H. 
Pousma, representing the General Conference at the Annual 
Board ;\Ieeting per decision of Synod. 

Synod so decides. 

2. 'Ve would ask Synod to request Dr. Beets to read 
this report. Then we recommend that it be received for 
information and placed in the Acts of this Synod. 

The report is read hy Dr .. H. Beets, and received as 
information (Bijlage 1\'). 

As to the overtures of the Board contained in this re­
port, we advise as fo\Iows: 

1. Synod approve of the election of the following 
hrethren, as memhers of the Christian Reformed Board of 
l\1issions: 

Classis California-Rev. J. De Jong. 
Classis Gl"dnd Rapids East-Rev. H. Guikema. 
Classis Grand BU(lids West-Rev. H. J. Mulder. 
Clussis Hackensack-Bev. H. Bouma. 



Classis Holland-Rey. D. Zwier. 
Classis Hudson-Rey. S. S. Van der Heide. 
Classis Illinois-Rev. Z. J. Sherda. 
Classis Muskegon-Rev. J. Dolfin. 
Classis Orange City-Rev. "'. Meyer. 
Classis Ostfriesland-Rey. H. C. Bode. 
Classis Pacific-Rev. P. Jonker, Jr. 
Classis Pella-Rev. I. Van Dellen. 
Classis Sioux Center-Rev. J. C. De Bruyn. 
Classis Wisconsin-Rev. J. O. Vas. 
Classis Zeeland-Rey. G. J. Van de Rie!. 
Synod so decides. 

In connection with this we would ask Synod to consider 
the overtures of Classes Grand Rapids East and California 
(see Agenda, Part II, pp. XI and XII). And we would 
advise: 

In addition to one member from each Classis as hereto-
--------------------fnre;-Synod-ele-ct-three-Elders-nr-ex"Elders--out--of-a-nomimF-- ------------------------------------

tion of six to be presented by the Board of Missions, who 
are to be considered as delegates at large of the Board, and 
these men also to be members of the Executiye Committee. 

lf this is adopted we advise that the Executiye Commit­
tee be authorized to present such a nomination at this ses­
sion of the Synod. 

This mailer is tabled for information. (See Ar!. 52 
below.) 

2. Overture Xo. 2: Synod grant authorization to the 
Board to send some of the repatriated :\1ission force back 
to China by next fall, yiz.: Rev. H. A. Dykstra and fa.mily, 
and Miss "'. RaIsbeck. Groands; 

Our responsibility for our field, numbering between one 
and two million people; the missionary force in China en­
courages us to again take up the work, if we assume full re­
sponsibility for our action. 

Should the mission force in China deem it wise to do so, 
we plan to send the Rev. S. A. Dykstra next year, and Miss 
L. Bode, Rey. X. De Vries, and Rev. Selles we expect to send 
if and when the field opens up and the· mission force in 
China deems it adyisable to send more workers. 

We advise: Synod grant the authority asked for in 
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this overture, since this is necessary to strengthen the force 
left on the field and to gradually resume the work at Jukao, 
which seems possible according to the latest reports re­
ceiwd from China. 

Synod so decides. 

Considering: (1) The great need of the work on our 
Indian Field; (2) the strong desire of the General Con­
ference; (3) the personal attitude of the n1en concerned. 
Synod also approve the plan of the Board to make the 
necessary arrange men ts that Dr. R. H. Ponsma and Re\'. 
J. R. Kamps he permanently retained in the Indian 
service, 

Synod apprope., this plan. 

S, Overture Xo, 3: Since there is uncertainty ahout 
the case, \\'e lay hefore you the question of the responsi­
bility of the calling churches to continue the salary of 
the repatriated workers nntil such a time as they are 
permanently located. "'e helieve the churches remain 
responsible for this, but desire your opinion on the matter. 

Your Committee advises: In view of the fact that this 
is a question that arises through an abnormal emergency, 
Synod do not express itself definitely on this matter at 
this time, but request the calling churches concerned to 
co-operate with the Board to make the best possible 
arrangements under th{' circulllstances. 

Synod adopts this lld/1ice. 

, 4. Overtnre Xo. 4: '" e request your authorization to 
open one or two new mission posts on our Indian Field, 
by 1930. in case we deem such desirable, Two places are 
hefore our mind, highly recommended as suitable sites: 
viz .• Torreon, sevenl\'-fi\,e miles northeast of Crown Poin t. 
and Beautiful :\Iountain, thirty miles southwest of Ship­
rock, Xew :\Iexico. Grounds: 

The urgent need of covering our Indian Field as thor­
oughly and as soon as possihle through camp work and 
otherwise, so as to conserve the work carried on at our 
various posts, 

Your Committee would request Synod to consider this 



matter in connection with the last item in the Report 
(Supplemem't). concerning Rehoboth Program-

"As to an extensive program submitted by General 
Conference in re expansion of medical and educational 
work at Rehoboth. the Board decided to defer decision on 
this matter and in the meantime have a joint committee 
of Board and General Conference make a thorough study 
of the whole missionary policy to he followed in the 
fnture on the Indian Field." 

Your Committee advises: 
1) Synod approve of the appointment by the Board 

of the Committee to studv conditions on the Navaho 
and Zuni fields with a ,:iew to drafting a compre­
hensive program of expansion sufficiently large 
for the complete evangelization of the Zuni and 
Navaho people under our missionary jurisdiction. 
This program of expansion is to include among 
other phases of the work especially the improve­
ment of facilities for hospital work and the increase 
of the scope of camp-work. Camp sites to be con­
sidered no'" hv the committee include those of 
Torreon and Beautiful Mountain. The proposed 
improvement of facilities for hospital work which 
the committee is to study with respect to its advisa­
bilitv includes construction of a well. central heat­
ing jllant and hospital. 

2) If this committee deems its findings of such a 
nature that it considers immediate action warrant­
ed. it he authorized to call a special session of the 
lIIission Board. 

3) A. If the Board approves of the committee's recom­
mendations for extension of the camp work it 
be given authority to start one or two new sta­
tions before the Synod of 1930. 

B. If the Board finds that the fire. disease and in­
efficiency hazards so urgently presented !'Y the 
entire mission force and now to be studied by 
the special committee appointed are such that 
steps should be taken to correct these conditions 
immediately. the Board be given authority to 
proceed with the construction of well. central 
heating plant and hospital. with the understand-



ing that three-fourths of the necessary funds must be raised 
in cash and pledges for all three projects before construction is 
begun. 

(Continued in Art. 35.) 

ARTICLE 30 
Synod decides to adjourn till Monday afternoon. Dr. R.H. 

Pousma concludes with thanksgiving. 

FIFTH SESSION, MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 18 

ARTICLE 31 

In the absence of the President the Vice-President calls the 
meeting to order. Prof.W. Heyns announces Psalm 119:3 and leads in 
prayer. 

ARTICLE 32 
The roll is called. Besides the President, the Revs.J.De Haan,Jr. 

and M.M. Schans are absent. All three are absent with notification of 
valid reasons. The President and Rev. J. De Haan Jr. return to the 
meeting near recess time and take their seats. During the recess,the 
Rev. L.P.Brink, delegate from Classis California, arrives. He had been 
absent because of illness. Upon the request of the President he expresse~ 
his agreement with the Public Declaration. 

ARTICLE 33 

The Acts of the third and fourth sessions are read and after 
minor improvements approved. 

ARTICLE 34 

The Committee of Preadvice in re Protests and Varia requests Synod 
to assign one of the matters entrusted to it to another Committee, be­
cause it has more work than it can handle. 

Synod decides to assign the protests and requests re Central Ave. 
to the Committee of Preadvice in re Publication and Education. 



ARTIKEL 35 
Synod continues the discussion of the report of the 

Committee of Preadvice in re Missions (cf. Art. 29). 
After ample discussion of Overture No.4. the first 

point of the advice of the Committee is amended to read as 
follows: 

(1) Synod approve of the appointment by the Board of 
a Committee to study conditions on the Navaho and Zuni 
fields with a view to drafting a comprehensive program of 
expansion sufficiently large for the complete evangelization 
of the Zuni and Navaho people under our missionary juris­
diction. 

It is so decided. 

(2) If this committee deems its findings of such a na- _ 
ture that it considers immediate action warranted. it he 
authorized to call a special session of the Mission Board. 

Synod so decides. 
Points 3A and 3B are referred back to the Committee of 

Preadvice. (See Art. 52 below.) 

II. Report of Nathanael Institute. 1928. 
This rcport will be read. Your Committee advises that 

·it he accepted as information and printed in the Acts of this 
Synod. 

The report is read and accepted (IS information (Bij­
lage "). 

Your Committee further advises that the budget of this 
lIIission he appro"ed and that $19.164.000 he granted 
annually. 

Synod so decides. 

III. Report of Paterson Hebrew Mission Committee 
(see Agenda. Part I. p. 120). 

Your Committee advises that this report he accepted. 
and the work of the COlllmittee approved. To he prmted 
in the Acts of this Synod. 

Synod so decides. (Uijlage V.) 

1. In view of the recommendations of this Committee 
of investigation. Sy"ud decides 10 cuntinue 10 support the 
work of the Paterson Hebrew Mission. 
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I "age GLj. 

2. In regard to the mailer of the ordination of Candi­
date H. Schultz, the Committee advises: 

"For the benefit of the work and with a view to increas­
ing the prestige of the 'Mission and also of the Missionary, 
to urge or express the desirahility to the Board of having 
one of the Classes take the required steps to ordain Candi­
date H. Schultz." 

Synod decides to refer this mailer to the Paterson 
Hebrew Mission Board for consideration. 

3. In regard to offerings for this work the Commillee 
advises: 

"Since the churches of our Eastern Classes have at times 
had no regular offering for the Paterson Hebrew Mission, 
Synod urge these Classes to have regular offerings in order 
to increase the spirit and love for this their particularly 
local mission work." 

This (a/vi('p is re jec/ed. 

I\'. Report of th~ Hehrew i\lission Board of Paterson, 
X. J. See Agenda. Part II, p. 172. 

1. This report he received for information and printed 
. in the Acts of this Synod, as also the following financial 
statement: 

Budget of Paterson Hebrew Mission for the year 1928-
1929: Salaries, ~4,460.00; Coal, !jl300.00; Light, $100.00; 
Drugs. "300.00; Sundries. $300.00. Total, !Il5,460.00. 

It is so dreided.( Supplement V) 
2. Your Commillec recommends that this Mission be 

granted $5.000 p~r annum for the next two years. 
Synod so decides. 

3. The churches should then he informed that con­
tributions for our Hebrew Missions should reach approxi­
mately ::<1.10 per annum or Ji,'2.20 for the two years, per 
family. 

Synod so decides. 

\'. Report of Treasura General Fund, Jewish Mis­
sions. 

This report wiII he read and the financial report 
accompanying it will be distrilHlted. 



1. Your committee advises that both be accepted for 
information and printed in the Acts of this Synod. 
Synod so decides. (Suppl. v.l 

2. Your committee further advises that the Rev.J.L. 
Van Tielen be reappointed as Treasurer and that his 
gratuity be raised to $100.00 per annum. 
Synod so decides. 

3. It is further decided by Synod that the treasurer of 
the Jewish Mission General Fund be placed under bond 
of $10,000.00, the Mission Director, Dr. H. Beets, to 
take care of this matter. 

4. It is also decided that all monies for the Jewish Mission 
shall be paid from the General Fund. Special gifts for 
one or another of the mission stations may be received 
but will be subtracted from the respective budgets. The 
treasurers of these stations are obligated to report such 
gifts to the general treasurer. 

YI. Report of Committee appointed by Synod of 1921; 
in re Agendum Report: Proposals of Local ConferPllcP of 
.~·orkers ill ChillU. . 

This report wiII be read. 
Committee advises Synod to accept report for infor­

mation, print same in the Acts of this Synod and discharge 
the Committee. 

So dprided. (suppl.XY.) 

nr. Report of Committee appointed by Synod of 
1926 "in re Slallls of lI1issiol/aries on Indian and Chille .• e 
Fields". 

This report will be read. 
Your Committee advises Synod to accept same for 

information, continue the Committee and urge it to report 
to Synod of 1930. 

So clpridpd. (SupplXYI.) 
nn. Report ZlIicl-AmerikCl. 
This rep()rt will he read. (See Suppl.X.) 



With respect to the'recommendations found at the 
close of same your Committee advises: 

1. In view of all these "situations and prospects 
as to church life" (See Acts 1926,page 14) the deputies 
consider it highly advisable to proced with Class is 
Buenos Aires to support Rev. Sonneveldt. 

Your Committee recommends to approve this. 
So decided. 

2. "Moreover, 
of a co-wo:!:lker. If 

try to expedite the finding and helping 

In '!iew of the needs of our own extensive Home 
sionary efforts as well as our work in Canada, your 
advises not to take up this matter at this time. 

Mis­
Commi ttee 

3. "That Synod, for this purpose, appoint a larger munbe:c> of 
deputies with the same mandate as before." 

If recommendation of your Committee with respect to 2 be 
accepted, then your Committee recommends that the same Committee, 
with the addition of Dr. M.J. Wyngaarden, be appointed with the 
same mandate as heretofore. 

Both these matters are referred back to Committee. (Cf.Art.50 below.) 

4. "And also encourage all congre~ations to faithfully collect 
for this urgent task in God's Kingdom. 

Your Committee advises that this be done through medium of the 
Stated Clerk of Synod. This means according to former decisions that 
each Church shall at least take up one collection in two years for 
this work. 

Adopted. 

IX. Report of the Representative at the National Christian 
Association. (Agenda, Part II, p.167.) 

1. Your Committee advises that this report be accepted as 
information and be printed in the Acts of this Synod. (Suppl. XVII.) 

Adopted. 
2. We further recommend that the Rev. A.H. Brat be reappointed 

as our representative and that the churches 



Page 27 
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be advised t? give ~he.ir continual moral and financial 
support to thIs assocIatIon. (See Art. 143 below.) 

x. Overtures. 
1. Overture Classis Muskegon in re Sudan United 

/IIission. Agenda. Part II. p. 10. 
Your Committee advises Synod not to go into this n~at­

ler on ground of decisions !aken in re China and IndIan 
Fields. . 

Tabled until the Indian lIlission program of expansIOn 
has been decided upon. (See Art. 52 below.) 

2. Overtures Classes Grand Rapids East and C~lif~r­
nia (Agenda. Part II. pp. XI and XII). This matter IS dIS­
posed of in I. 2 (1) above. 

3. Overture Paterson Hebrew :llission Board (~genda, 
Part II, p. 16). This matter is taken care of under 1\ above. 

Accepted as informalioll. (Continued in Art. 52.) 

ARTICLE 36 

Elder C. Leenhouts, secundus delegate of Classis Illinois, 
is now present and expresses his agreement with the Public Declaration. 

ARTICLE 37 

Continuing discussion of the report of the Committee of 
Preadvise in re Publication and Education (cf.Art. 27): 

5.Concerning the instruction of Classis Zeeland regarding 
"In Memoriams" in our church papers (Agenda, Part II, p.IXX), 
your Committee first of all informs you that it, in the expression 
"In Memoriams" does not understand expressions of sympathy, which 
are placed in our papers immediately after someone's death. But ad­
vertisements which are placed after a long time, sometimes years, 
after someone's death, and have as their purpose keeping the memory 
of our departed ones lively. If understood in this manner, then your 
Committee advises Synod to mandate the Publication Committee, contained 
in the named 
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instruction of Class is Zeeland, to state, on the following grounds: 
a) Such "In Memoriams" encourage a sickly sentimentality, which 

deserves to be discouraged; 
b) Such "In Memoriams" lead to unscriptural honoring of the dead. 

So decided. 

6. The report of the Commit/re for Reformed Lilera­
IlIrf is now read, and ordered printed in the Acts of Synod 
(Bijlage XIl). 

In regard to the report of the Commitee for Reformed 
Literature, your Committee advises Synod to decide: 

(1) Synod expresses its appreciation to this Committee 
for the work accomplished. 

(2) To accept paragraph "A" of the report as a matter 
of information. 

(3) To accept paragraph "B" of the report as a matter 
of information and to inform the Committee that 
Synod is delighted to learn that some headway is 
being made. 

(4) To accept paragraph "C" of the report as a matter 
of information. 

(5) To accept paragraph "D" of the report as a matter 
of information and to refer this section of the re-' 
port to the proper Committee for recommenda­
tions. 

(6) To accept paragraph "E" of the report as a matter 
of information. 

Al! these recommen,ralions arc adopted by SYllod. 
(Continued ill Arl. 46 below.) 

ARTICLE 38 

A communication fron the consistory of Racine, Wis. is referred 
to the Committee of Preadvice for Church Order matters, to determine 
whether it is receivable. (Cf. further Art. 137, XIV.) 

ARTICLE 39 

Elder J. Schoolland closes this session with thanksgiving. 



SIXTH SESSION, TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 19 

ARTICLE 40 

After the singing of Psalm 89:8, Rev. J.Timmerman leads 
in prayer. 

ARTICLE 41 

The Acts of the fifth session are read and after a couple of 
corrections are approved. 

ARTICLE 42 

The President calls the roll and all delegates are present. 

ARTICLE 43 

The Synodical Treasurer, Rev. J. Noordewier,requests that 
the delegates report their travelling expenses to him. 

In connection this attention is called to the decision of the 
Synod of 1920, (Acts,p.27). Since travelling expenses are higher 
now than then, it is decided to appoint a committee to serve Synod 
with a new regulation. 

Committee: Revs.J. Noordewier, M. Monsma, and D.DeBeer. 
(See further Art. 61.) 

ARTICLE 44 
The Stated Clerk states that Dr.P.J.Kromsigt, a minister of the 

Netherlands Hervormde Kerk, plans to visit Synod this afternoon, and 
requests that His Honor, although affiliated with a Church with which 
we do not correspond, may be given the opportunity of addressing Synod 
for a few moments, regarding the work our churches are doing among the 
Dutch immigrants in Canada. 

Synod decides to grant the brother ten minutes for this purpose. 
(Cf. futher Art. 49.) 

ARTICLE 45 

Dr. V.P. Blaine, representative of the Near East Relief, is 
introduced by Rev. R.B. Kuiper, and addresses Synod for 
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ten minutes, speaking about the work done by this organi­
zation and the need of continued support for one more year. 
Rev. J. 1\1. Van de Kieft addresses him in reply. 

Rev. H. Verduin now introduces Mr. Henrv Hekman, 
who represents the Gideons, and pleads for our' support of 
the work done by this Christian travelers' organization in 
placing Bibles in the hotel rooms throughout our country. 
Rev. D. De Beer responds to rus message. 

Svnod decides to instruct its Committee of Preadvice in 
re \"~ria to submit recommendations to Synod in regard to 
the appeals brought by these brethren. (See Art. 126 below.) 

ARTICLE 46 
Synod now continues discussing the report of the Com­

mittee of Preadvice in rc Publication alld Educatioll 
(cf. Art. 3i). 

7. Overture of Classis Grand Rapids \Vest in re our 
own Sunday School lessons: 

Inasmuch as the SUllday School has become a real fac­
tor in our denominational life, and the influence which it is 
exerting upon the youth of our Church cannot be under­
estimated, the Classis believes the time has come that the 
Church should pro,~de the Sunday Schools with its ownles­
son series, and the necessary heips for the same. Grounds: 

(1) The evident lack of coherence of the international 
Lesson Series; 

(2) The Sunday School in our Church has a much dif­
ferent purpose than the Sunday School, as we know 
it, in the American church-life; therefore, the Inter­
national Lesson Series does not fit our need as it 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

should; 
It would eliminate the danger wruch now exists, 
that our teachers are flooded with helps, of which 
many are far from desirable; 
We believe that our Chnrch is now financially able 
to carry out tins program, since it has its own publi-
cation plant. We belic\'e that this enterprise would 
eventually be self-supporting; 
The Lutheran Church has provided its Sunday 
Schools with a lesson series, furnishes the necessary 



teachers' helps, and all Sunday School literature, 
which is working very successfully." 

Your Committee advises SYnod not to enter into this 
mailer. Grounds: . 

(1) The "astness of the material that is covered in a few 
vears makes it well nigh impossible to get a more 
perfect coherence than the International Lesson 
Committee offers; 

(2) and (3) These grounds of Grand Rapids West lose 
their strength, since the material of instruction in 
our Sunday Schools is furnished by our own men 
through De Wachter, The Banner, and The 
instrue/or. 
b) Erroneous views in other Lesson Helps should 

be properly rectified through the reading of our 
own papers; 

c) In case we should follow our own course, manY 
Sunday Schools would follow the various coro­
mentson the International Lesson exclusively. 

(4) \Vhereas your Committee has found it prohibitive 
to do our own printing, we have found that the 
Standard Company would charge $5,000.00 per 
/juarter for picture rolls, and $1,000.00 for picture 
cards. Our own series of lessons would therefore 
cost us $24,000 annually for pictures alone; 

(5) Many LutTleran churches use the International Les­
sons. Those that do not, combine catechism teach­
ing and Bible history, whereas we want to keep 
these separate. \Ve cannot, therefore, follow the 
Lutheran idea of Sunday School instruction; 

(6) In addition to the above reply, your Committee 
suggests that the Synod decide to make an effort to 
get our Church represented on the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 

Instead of the advice of the Committee the 
following substitute motion is adopted: 

Synod decides to refer the matter of our own 
Sunday School lessons to the "Committee on Educa­
tion", to serve Synod of 1930 with advice regarding 
the desirability and possibility of having our own 
Sunday School lessons. 
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8. In respect to the report of the Committee on Edu­
cation your Committee first of all proposes that a vote of 
thanks be given this Committee for the work accomplishea 
and the report given. 

Adopted. (See Agenda, Part I, pp. 128-135). 

Secondly, your Committee advises that the entire intro­
duction to the report, covering p. 128 and the first part of 
p. 129, be accepted as a matter of information. 

Adopted. 

It will be noticed, further, that this report as such has 
been divided into two sections: 

(a) The first section containing an interpretation by 
the Committee of the mandate or instruction received 
from the Synod of 1926; 

(b) The second section containing proposals to this 
Synod. However there are two suggestions of this Com­
mittee contained in the first section, which your Commit­
tee will discuss with the proposals. 

FIRST SECTION-Interpretation of Synodical Mandate. 
"This Committee will have the task of interest­

ing itself in the instruction of. our youth as it is 
given in and by our churches, and of searching for 
means by which this instruction may be furthered. 

"This Committee will be expected to make a 
study of the needs arising in this sphere, and to serve 
the congregations with information and advice." 
(Acta Syn. 1926, p. 47, under VIII.) 

This instruction is taken to mean that it was the pur­
pose of'Synod to maintain a Committee on Education as a 
permanent organ in service of the churches, as we also have 
permanent committees for other purposes: Missions, Theo­
logical School, Emeritus Fund, etc. However with this dif­
ference, that the Committee on Education has no super­
visory but only advisory powers. 

Your Committee of Preadvice advises Synod to ap­
prove this interpretation of the synodical mandate. 

Adopted. 



~ "The Committee conceives its task to be: 
~.. (1) To make a stu~y of th~ needs and problems in the 
'~" field of educatIon provIded by and under the aus-
'.: ' pices of the churches. This study will include a 

survey of the educational work conducted by the 
various churches of our denomination. It will of 
necessity include also a study of the educational 
work carried on by other denominational groups of 
our country and by the Reformed churches of the 
Netherlands; 

(2) To promote the cause of religious instruction in our 
churches by encouraging constant improvement 
with respect to material, methods. and class-room 
facilities. To this end pastors and teachers are in­
vited to correspond with the Committee. The Com­
mittee will be interested to know of anv material 
or method that has been used. with marked success. 
or to receive any helpful suggestions from those 
who are engaged in the work of religious instruc­
tion; 

It is further suggested that a departmeut on Re­
ligious Education be opened in De Wachter, and 
be re-opened in The Banner, so that our people 
may more regularly be kept in touch with the prob­
lems and the work of religious education, and be 
led to take a greater personal interest in this matter; 

(3) To act as an advisory committee in the matter of re­
ligious education. to which pastors and consistories 
are invited to come with their ,particular problems 
and needs. Situatiqns vary. and it is impossible to 
make up a program that will be suitable for all. 
Nor is it possible t9 outline a course of instruction 
that will be effective for all times. While sound 
and thorough instruction is necessary under all cir­
cumstances. and sound methods of teaching should 
be followed everywhere. a sufficient number of 
problems remain that must be solved in the light 

. of the peculiar situation in which the congregation 
finds itself. The Committee stands ready to advise 
pastors and consistories in these matters to the best 
of its ability; 

(4) To function as a point of contact between the 
Church at large and other organizations that have 



the cause of religious iustruction and traiuing at 
heart. Here are to be mentioned our Christian 
Schools, especially as represented by the Union of 
Christian Schools, The American Federatiou of Re­
formed Young Men's Societies, Mission Training 
Schools, and similar organizations. While the 
Church in no way proposes to intrude upon the ac­
tivities of these organizations, it is highly desirable 
that a closer contact among them be established. 
Occasional conferences of the authorized represen· 
tatives of these organizations would uridoubtedly 
do much to encourage each one in the work of its 
own sphere, and to bring about a larger measure of 
co-ordination and mutual helpfulness. It is sug­
gested that delegates chosen by the Educational 
Committee be considered as representatives of the 
Church and its educational work in conferences of 
this kind." . 

Your Cominittee of Pre advice moves Synod to approve 
sections one to four, with the exception of the last para­
graph of section two and the last sentence of section four, 
which contain proposals and will be discussed below. 

Synod so decides. 

SECOND SECTION-Proposals. 
\Ye consider the two proposals contained in the first 

section at this time. 

(a) Your Committee advises that the last paragraph 
of section two he made to read as follows: 

"Synod deems it advisable that monthly articles on 
the subject of religious education in our churches and on 
matters pertaining thereto be written in our denomina­
tional publications, hy the members of this Committee, 
so that our people may more regularly be kept in touch 
with the problems and the work of religious education, 
and he led to take a greater personal interest in this 
matter." 

Adopted. 

(h) In regard to the last sentence of section four, your 
Committee advises Synod not to approve of this: 
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. 1) Since the Committee would thereby exceed the 
instructions which it has received (Acta Svn. 1926, 
p. 47, under VIII). . 

2) Since, though Synod would see its way clear to 
approve of it, the proposal as constructed by this 
Committee is liable to a wrong interpretation; viz., 
that this Committee has the right to appoint dele­
gates outside of its own circle to act as representa­
tives of the Church in this matter. 

Adopted. 

In regard to the first proposal of the Committee on 
Education, which reads as follows: 

(1 ) As to the number of members to constitute this 
Committee it is proposed that six members he ap­
pointed, and that their terms of service be so ar­
ranged that two of the members complete their 
term each synodical year, since 
a) A term of six years will insure members of the 

Committee an opportunity to become familiar 
with the needs and the work in the field of 
education; 

b) The proposed arrangement of terms of service 
will insure the needed continuity in the person­
nel of the Comll1ittee. 

Your Committee advises Synod to approve, and to 
refer this matter to the proper Committee. 

Synod so decides after adopting an amendment that 
the Committee is to he composed of nine members, and 
that three complete their term each synodical year. 

In regard to the second proposal: 
(2) Synod recommend a survey of the educational 

work of our churches by means of a questionnaire 
to be sent to every consistory, said stirvey to include 
information as to teaching material, methods, 
equipment. organization. etc., of catechetical 
classes, Sunday schools, and other organizations of 
the church. 

Your Committee advises Synod to approve of the 
same. 

Adopted. 
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In regard to the third proposal. your Committee ad-
vises that this section he made to read as follows: 

"Synod recommend a general conference held under 
the auspices of the Committee on Education and com­
posed of this Committee or some of its members and of 
authorized delegates of the Union of Christian Schools, 
Sunday Schools, American Federation of Young Men's 
Societies, and Mission Schools, to discuss the problems in 
the field of religious educatiou aud training and, if possi­
ble, to arrive at a plan for greater co-ordination and co­
operation in the work." 

Adopted. 

In regard to the fourth proposal, your Committee 
advises Synod not to approve of the same, since this 
matter ought to be left to the discretion of the various 
consistories, which make arrangements according to cir­
cumstances that obtain in their several localities. 

This advice is rejected by Synod, and the recommen­
dation of the Committee on Education is adopted. with 
the exception of the last reason (e), which is stricken out 
by amendment. 

The proposal as adopted reads as follows: 
(4) The Committee also points to the fact that in its 

estimation the annual term of catechetical instruc­
tion is in general not long enough. There seems to 
be a tendency to shorten these periods to six or 
seven months. The Committee asks Synod to rec­
ommend and encourage a nine-month term of cate­
chetical instruction. Reasons: 
a) Because it is not possible to complete an ade­

quate course of study during the abbreviated 
terms which generally obtain; . 

-- .. -

b) Because the continuity of the work is broken . 
for too long a period; 

c) Also psychologically the. effect of these short­
ened periods is detrimental. The impression is 
given that catechetical instruction is of only 
secondary importance as compared with the 
work of the day school. Even without this de­
rogatory estimate of the work of the Church 
gaining headway in the minds of the pupils and 
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of many of the parents, the Church has in most 
cases sufficient difficulty in inducing the pupil to 
study the CatecWsm and Sunday School lessons 
because of the tendency of many day schools to 
monopolize almost all the time of the cWld; 

d) If the pressure of pastoral work makes a longer 
period of catechetical instruction difficult for the 
pastor, the suggestion is offered that the consis­
tory take over a larger share of this work, since 
undoubtedly the education and training of the 
youth of the Church is of paramount impor­
tance. 

In regard to the fifth proposal: 
(5) Another feature which the Committee recommends 

pertains to those communities where it is imprac­
ticable to maintain Christian schools. Nothing can 
take the place of the Christian school, and Christian 
parents are in duty bound to provide and maintain 
such schools wherever possible. In many of onr 
smaller congregations, however, the limited nnmh .. 
of families and the scattered nature of the com­
munities makes it impracticable to maintain a 
Christian school. 

Your Committee feels that much may be done 
for the children of these communities to make up 
in a measure for the lack of Christian instruction 
in the day school. One of the many benefits of the 
Christian school lies in the fact that daily and in a 
systematic fashion cWldren are made familiar wit' 
the contents of the Bible. A knowledge of the Bible 
as a whole, Bible stories, biblical Wstory and Bible 
contents is of great importance, and also offers an 
almost indispensable background for later cate­
chetical instruction in biblical doctrine. Where 
Christian Schools do not exist, the Sunday Schools 
can be. and in our opinion should be, so organized 
as far as tWs is possible, that this systematic 
instruction in the Bible is provided. It is possible 
to provide a systematic course of Bihle stories for 
the younger children and of biblical history and 
general Bible contents for the older pupils. In some 
of our churches this method has been used with 
gratifying results. Your Committee recommends 

I 
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that efforts to this end be encouraged, and that espe· 
ciaily those of our congregations that find it impos­
sible to maintain Christian schools be urged to sup­
ply this lack as much as possible by means of ap­
propriate home and Sunday School studies. 

Your Committee recommends that Synod approve of 
the same. 

Adopted. 

In regard to the sixth proposal: 
(6) While it remains true that no single course of 

study can be devised that will in the best fashion 
meet the needs of every congregation, it is also 
true that an effort toward better co-ordination of 
the work of the Sunday schools and catechetical 
instruction will prove to be of great benefit every­
where. Whatever difference may be conceived to 
exist in status and character between Sunday School 
and catechetical instruction, both are given under 
the auspices of the Church and both are given 
largely to the same children. In the one instance the 
educational material is found in Bible story and 
Bible history, and in the other the object is to ac­
quaint the children with the great doctrines of 
Scripture. These are found to supplement each 
other. It would therefore seem to be the part of wis­
dom to co-ordinate these two branches of instruction 
in such a way that, instead of being entirely unre­
lated, as is now the case, one may be helpful to the 
other, and both may work together to form a uni­
fied program of instruction in scriptural truth. 

And in regard to all that is found on pages 134 and 135 
of the Agenda, Part I, your Committee advises Synod to 
accept this as a matter of information and to approve of 
the idea expressed in it; viz., to co-ordinate the lesson 
material of the catechetical classes and the Sunday School 
as much as possible. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 51.)' 

ARTICLE 47 

Elder H. De Boer closes this session with thanksgiving. 



SEVENTH SESSION, TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19 

ARTICLE 48 

This session is opened by Dr. Y.P.De Jong. He announces 
Psalm 138:1 and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 49 

Rev. R.B.Kuiper introduces Dr. P.J.Kromsigt to the meeting. He 
speaks several minutes, particularly about the work among Dutch immi­
grants in Canada. He wishes our church God's blessing in this specific 
area. Dr. Y.P.De Jong responds in an appropriate manner. 

ARTICLE 50 
Rev. W.P. Van Wijk, who represented our churches at the recently 

held Synod of the Reformed Church in America, in New York, upon invi­
tation of Synod, gives a brief resumb of his experiences. Synod listened 
with interest and receives the report as information with thanks. 

ARTICLE 51 

Discussion of the report of the Committee of Preadvice in re 
Publication and Etlucation is continued, (cf.Art.46). 

9. Concerning the report published by the Publication Committee, 
your Committee advises Synod to declare that Synod receives this report 
as information, and thanks the Committee for its extensive labors. 

So decided. (Cf. Supplement VIII.) 

Concerning the proposals and questions of the Committee to Synod, 
your Committee calls the attention of Synod first of all to point e), 
and advises that this point. be accepted . as informati on, so that brother 
Hulst may serve Synod with his advice, in the further discussion of 
this report. 

So decided. 



1. Concerningpoint a) your Committee advises Synod to declare 
that it is satisfied when, as the Committee customarily does, presents 
the reports of the Public Accountant to Synod, and a summary of these 
reports is given in the report of theCommittee. 

So decided. 

2. Concerning point b) your Committee advises Synod to receive 
this matter as information. 

So decided. 

3. Conc.erning point c) your Committee advises Synod to declare that 
the opinion of the Publication Committee concerning this is correct, and 
the renorts need not be printed in our papers any longer. 

Instead of this advice Synod decides that an excerpt of these 
reports shall be placed in De Wachter and The Banner by the respective 
Committees. 

4. Concerning point d) your Committee advises Synod to raise the 
honoraria of the Editors-in-Chief of De Wachter and The Banner to $600.00 
annually, for the reasons presented by the Publication Committee on this 
point. 

So decided,except that the last reason named by the Committee, be­
ginning "the more because" ("te meer omdat") is not adopted by Synod. 

5. Concerning point f) your Committee decided to call the attention 
of Synod to this matter. 

Synod decides to vote for Editors-in-Chief. 

For De Wachter the Publication Committee presents the following 
nomination: Rev. H. Keegstra, Prof. L.Berkhof and Rev. D.H. Kromminga. 
Synod adds Prof.W. Heyns to this. 

Rev. H. Keegstra is elected. 



For The Banner the Committee presents the following nomination: 
Dr. H. Beets, Rev. G. Hoeksema, and Rev. E. Van Halsema. To this Synod 
adds: Rev. Henry J. Kuiper, Rev. E.J.Tanis, Rev. R.B.Kuiper, and Rev. 
D.H.Kromminga. 

Before Synod procedes to vote, Dr.H. Beets reads the following 
letter: 

"To the Synod 0/ th(' Ch1-istum Reformed Church, 
a-sB('mbled a,t Holland, Mich., June, 19f8. 

"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-

"Although appreciating the klndness of our Publication Committee 
to again present my name to you, after careful consideration, and con­
fiiderable hesitation, I come to you with th~ request not to be regarded 
as a candidate for re-appointment to the position of editor-in-chief of 
The Banner. 

'lOne of my main reasons for taking this step is that the editorial 
responsibility is becoming heavier right along as the contents of the 
paper and its circle of readers grow, and new problems present them­
selves, while the scope of my work as Director of Missions is con­
stantly enlarging, so that at times it is difficult for me to do full jus-
tice to both tasks. ' 

"You no doubt realize that I reached this decision with consider. 
able regret, since the work ever had the love of my heart, and I have 
never doubted that the Lord called me to undertake it. 

"I should like to be granted the privilege of continuing my labors 
until the end of 1928, when I will be able, the Lord willing, to round 
out exactly twcnty·five years of service as editor-in-·ehief of The 
Ha1l1ler. 

"Thanking you cordially for the confidence reposed in me all these 
years, "Your feUow.servant, 

"HENRY BEETS." 

Received as information. 

Synod procedes to vote. Rev. D.H.Kromminga is elected. 

The following motion is adopted: 

Synod expresses its appreciation and thanks to Dr. Beets for 
his iaithfUl labors during many years of service, and grants his 
request to be permitted to continue as editor-in-chief until the end 
of 1928. 
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6. Concerning point ~ your Committee advises Synod to receive 

this remark as information and reappoint as members of the Publication 
Committee the four retiring members, viz. H. Denkema, W. Heyns,G.J. 
Rooks, and E. Van Halsema. 

So decided. 

7. Concerning point :D) your Committee advises Synod to receive 
these matters as information; and informs Synod that it has compared 
this summary of the reports of the Public Accountant with these reports 
and found them in good order. 

So decided. 

8. Concerning the draft Regulation for the Publication Committee 
included in its report, your Committee informs you that it has consi­
dered the various articles, and where necessary, has compared them with 
the former Regulation and also the declarations and decisions of various 
Synods and has found everything in good order, and is of the opinion, 
that there are no reasons why Synod should not approve and receive this 
Regulation. 

Your Committee therefore advises Synod to approve and receive this 
Regulation for the Publication Committee. 

So decided. 

The Publication Committee is mandated to serve the next Synod with 
and English translation of this Regulation. 

ARTICLE 52 

Synod now continues the discussion of the Report of the Committee 
in re Missions (cf. Art. 35): 

1. Overtures Classes Grand Rapids East and California re "laymen" 
on Mission Board (see Agenda, Part II, pp.XI and XII. 

Your Committee proposes the following: 
1. In accordance with Art. 34 of the By-Laws attached to the 

Articles of Association, reading- "These articles may be altered, 
amended or repealed by any Synod of the Chris-



tian Reformed Church"-Your COlllmittee adviscs Synod to 
aIter Art. IV of these By-Laws, "The Board is composed of 
one representative of each Classis of the Christian Re­
r"rmed Church in America, elected by majority vote of 
these Classes and approved by the Synod, and of a h'eas­
urer elected by the Synod", to read: "This Board is com­
posed of one representative of each Classis of the Christian 
Reformed Churd. in America, and three men, who are or 

. have been elders. These three, delegates at large, elected 
bv the Synod out of a nomination of six presented by the 
Board of IIlissions, shall also serve as memhers of the Exec­
utive C0I11nlittee". 

In place of this advil'e a sub .• li/u/" motion is adopted 
which makes Art. IY of these By-I_~ws read as follows: 

"This Board is composed of one representative of each 
Classis of the Christian Reformed Church, and three dele­
gates al larg,· who shall be elect"d by the Synod out of a 
nomination of six presented by the Board of Missions, and 
shall ha"e an advisory vole at the meetings of the Board 
and of its Executive Committee." 

2. If this is adopted we a,h'ise that the Executive 
Committee he instl'llrtcd to presenl sud. a nomination at 
this session of the Synod. 

Adop/t·d. (Sec Art. 149 below.) 

3. Your Committee would also bring to the attention 
of your Honorable Body that these Arlic/I's of A, •.• o";atioll 
become "oid in 19;12, and therefore rrdvise the Synod to in­
struct the Board of lIIissions to draft a new 'set of Bv­
I-~ws to he attached to the renewed Articles of Associati~n 
or Act of Incorporation, lind that this draft he presented to 
the Synod of W;lO for approval. 

At/opted. 

II. Overture :1\0. 4, 3A and 3B, referred baek to 
your COlllmittee. The Committee proposes the following 
instead of 3A aud 3B: . 

"3. 1'11<' HOlml, haviug heard Ihe reporl of Ihe COl1l­
mil\(,", i, uUlhodz .. d hy Ih .. Synod 10 tuke 111<' first sleps 
deemed ahsoluh'ly )1('(,l'ssnry to h('!-!in the carrying oul of 
Ihe program propos,'d iJy the Committee of invl'sligation 



and study, with this uuderstanding however, that (A) the 
full financial obligations involved shalI be covered by 
cash and pledges, and (B) a complete and detailed report 
shall be presented to the Synod of 1930 on the Program 
of Expansion to complete the evangelization of the two 
tribes entrusted unto our Church." 

Adopted. 

III. 30uth America 
2. "Moreover, try to expedite the finding 

and helping of a co-worker. 
Your committee advises: In view of the promise 

made in 1924 and therefore notwithstanding our own 
extensive Home Missionary efforts as well as our work in 
Canada, our Committee on work in South America be 
authorized to take the preparatory steps to fulfill this 
promise and for this purpose the committee be authorized 
to ask for a special eolIection. 

Adopted. 

3. "That Synod, for this purpose, appoint 
a larger ll1.1mberof deputies with the same '" 

lour CommIttee recommends: That the same Com­
mittee (Dr. H. Beets, Rev. J. "'yngaarden and Dr. J. Van 
Lonkhuyzen) with the addition of Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, 
be appointed, with the same mandate as before. 

Adopted. 

IY. Overtures: 
1. Overture Classis Muskegon in re Sudan United 

lIlissions, Agenda, Part II, p. X. 
Your Committee advises Synod not to go into this 

matter Oil ground of decisions taken in re China and 
Indian Fields. 

Adopted. 

2. Overtures Classes Grand Rapids East and Califor­
nia, Agenda, Part II, pp. XI and XII. 

This matter is disposed of under I, above. 
3. Overture Paterson Hebrew Mission Board, Agenda, 

Part II, p XVI .. 

'" mandate as before." 
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'. :'" This matter is taken care of under IY previous report.' • 
':l (See Art. 35.) . 
. " Accepted as information. 

~ Y. Report of representative with the American Bihle 
;-;:: Society. . 

.: • This report will be read. 
1. Your Committee advises that it be accepted for 

~ information . . :.-

Adopted. (See Suppl.XIII.) 

2. Synod adopt the recommendation that this Society 
he again placed on the list of approved causes, and ail 
churches be urged to set aside at least one offering per 
year for the work of Bible distribution. 

Adopted. 

3. The appointment of a representative to this Society 
be referred to the Committee of Appointments. . 

Adopted. (Continuation Mission Matters, Art. 79.) 

ARTICLE 53 

This session is closed with thanksgiving 
by Elder E.O. Holkeboer. 

EIGHTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY MORNING,JUNE 20 

ARTICLE 54 

Psalm 123:1 is sing, after which Rev. J. Manni 
opens the session with prayer. 

ARTICLE 55 

Dr. Y.P.De Jong is designated to prepare the 
press report for De Wachter, replacing Rev. A. Keizer, 
who has requested to be relieved of this task. 

ARTICLE 56 

The Acts of the sixth and seveth sessions are 
read and approved. 



ARTICLE 57 
Synod now takes in hand the report of the Committee 

of Preadvice on Liturgical Mailers. The report is read 
by Rev. "'. Groen. Svnod receives it as information, and 
decides to consider it 'seriatim: 

REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN:-

The Committee on Liturgics has the honor to report as 
follows: 

I. Relative to the Introduction of Hymns into the 
Public Worship. 

Your Committee found the matters relative to the in­
troduction of hymns into the pnblic worship in Agenda, 
Part II, pp. XXVII-XXXIV. There are found various over­
tures and an advice. Three Classes present overtures fa­
vorable to the introduction of hymns, namely, Grand Rap­
ids East, Hackensack, and Ostfriesland. Two Classes and 
a consistory are unfavorable, namely, Pella and Zeeland, 
and the consistory of Colton, S. D. (Two members of the 
consistory enter protest against this action.) Four Classes 
show their interest in the matter by requesting the Synod 
to appoint a committee to make further study of this mat­
ter and to report at another Synod. 

The advice of the Committee is that the Synod accede 
to the overture of Classis Grand Rapids East, that is 

a) "To amend Article 69 of our Church Order .... so 
tha t a synodically approved collection of hymns may 
be added which may be used in our public worship 
and regular services; 

b) "To take the required steps to procure such a collec­
tion of hymns which may be used in our divine 
,vorship." ~ 

As reasons for this alh'ice the Committee adduces that 
which Classis Grand Rapids East has submitted to the Sy­
nod, and which is re-aflirmed by Classis Hackensack. 

In addition to the material brought by these Classes, 
. your Committee would call the attention of the Synod to 
the following matters: 

1. There is need for definite action. Our people are 
using hymns. Our churches in some localities sing hymns 
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. in song services held immediately before the public wor­
ship. The demand for hymns has gained great momentum. 
Your Committee feels that Synod should exercise a guiding 
hand before this demand can no longer be controlled. 

2. Your Committee feels that no time should be lost 
unnecessarily. Classis Grand Rapids East should be com­
mended for the aid given to the Synod by its spendid over­
ture. The Synod no longer needs to appoint a committee 
for study, but can enter upon the matter at once. Even if 
the Synod adopts the advice of its Committee, much time 
will be spent before a satisfactory collection of hymns will 
be prepared. To act favorably upon the overture of Grand 
Rapids East will mean a saving of at least two years. 

3. Your Committee wishes to anticipate possible argu­
ment against its advice. Some one may say: "If hymns 
are to be introduced, why not encourage the use of the 
hymns which are the heritage of Classis Hackensack?" In 
reply to this question your Committee states that these 
hYmns have not shown themselves fully satisfactory, and 
tJierefore cannot be unconditionally conlmended. . 

.1. The considerations suhmitted h,· Classis Zeeland to 
persuade Synod to express itself unfu"orably as to the intro­
duction of hymns arc not of great force. "'e shall sho'" 
their weakness: 

a) The overtures of both Grand Rapids East and Hack­
ensack indicate a method whereby the danger men­
tioned by Zeeland in a) could be counteracted; 

b) ;'Ilany hymns do proceed out of the spiritual life of 
God's people, as: "Jesus. Lover of ;\Iy Soul", "Blest 
Be the Tie that Binds", "In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory"; 

c) The third consideration proposed by Zeeland is only 
relatively true, hecause hYlllns exist which are as 
much the language of Scripture as any rendering of 
the Psalms could he; 

d) The matter mentioned hy Zeeland under d) can well 
serve as a reason for a soundly Reformed collection 
of hymns; . 

c) To do as suggested under e) would result in the mak­
ing of hymns. and would counteract the very idea 
submitted by Zeeland under c); • 



f) The opposite of f) is true as well. Not to encourage. 
hvmns would cause increasing discontent among 
our people. 

II. Your Committee advises Synod to appoint a Com­
mittee which shall prepare a collection of hymns to be sub­
mitted to the next Synod. 

After a lengthy discussion of this matter, a substilule 
motion is offered, reading as follows: . 

"Although the Synod does, from the point of vicw of 
principle, not object to the introduction of hymns into our 
public worship, nevertheless the Synod, because of objec­
tions which are of a practical or of a historical nature, and 
which have heen expressed on the floor of Synod, decides: 

(1) To appoint a Committee which shall: 
a) Study this matter thoroughly from every point 

of ,iew; and 
b) Investigate whether or not a sufficient number of 

hymns suitable for our public worship is ob­
tainable. 

(2) To further instruct this Committee that should a 
sufficient number of suitable hYIIlS be found, the 
Committee shall not only subniit the same to the 
Synod of 1930, but shall also publish its report six 
months in advance of that Synod, together with the 
text of the hvmns which the Committee deems 
suitahle." • 

Synod so decides. (See Art. 62, infra.) 

ARTI';LE 58 

Elder B. Sevensma closes with thanksgiving. 

NINTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20 

ARTICLE 59 

Rev. I. Westra announces the fourth verse 
of the Morgenzang and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 60 

The secundus delegate of Classis Illinois, 
Rev. P. Jonker Sr., takes the place of Ref. F. 
Doezema. He expresses agreement with the Public 
Declaration. 
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ARTICLE 61 
The Committee in re re-imbllrsement of traveling 

expenses (Art. 43, supra) submit the following report: t- __ ~.:~ , "Your Committee advises Synod to allow its delegates 
for traveling expenses as follows: 

1. To ministers traveling East of Chicago 3 cents per 
mile if their trip to Synod exceeds 200 miles one way, and 
to those whose trip is less than 200 miles one way 2¥2 cents 
per mile. 

2. To elders traveling East of Chicago 4% cents per mile 
if Uleir trip to Synod exceeds 200 miles one way, and to 
those whose trip is less than 200 miles one way 4 cents 
per mile. 

3. To ministers traveling "'est of Chicago farther than 
200 miles from the place where Synod meets and East of 
tbe Rocky :lIountains 3~-2 cents per mile, and to elders 
5 cents per mile. 

4. To ministers and elders traveling farther than the 
Rocky Mountains 3% cents per mile. 

Your Committee is aware of the fact that this proposed 
scale of re-imbursement mav not cover every individual 
case, but our suggestion is U;at members of Synod whose 
expenses are not covered by the scale proposed submit an 
itemized bill to the Treasurer who may use his own judg­
ment in re said exceptional cases." 

Synod so decides. 

ARTICLE 62 
Continuation of the discussion of the Report on 

Liturgical.lJat/ers (Art. 5i, supra) : 

III. Relative to Report IV of the Committee on the 
Improvement of o/lr Ordl'r of Worship. ' 

A. Your Committee advises Synod to express its high 
appreciation of the standing committee on the improve­
ment of our puhlic worship for its faithful labor and its 
exhausti ve report. 

Acloptl'd. 
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B. Your Committee advises the adoption of A in its 
entirety. 

This part reads as follows: 

A. Synod declare: 
1. That our Churches are in need of an improved order 

of worship: 
a) Because the order and succession of the various ele­

ments in our present mode of worship is in many 
particulars not systematic and fnils to embody prop­
erly the underlying idea that public worship is the 
meeting of God and His people for the purpose of 
exercising fellowship; 

/J) Because the congregation does not take a sufficiently 
active part in the services; 

c) Because the loss of the Confession of Sin and the Ab­
solution as in vogue in the churches of the Reforma­
tion has impoverished our public worship, robbing it 
of one of the essential elements of our communion 
with God as the assembled Churches of Jesus Christ; 

d) Because in consequence of the loss of the Confession 
of Sin and the Absolution, the reading of the Law and 
of the Creed have become isolated elements with 
practically no liturgical value; 

e) Because also the Scripture-lesson has become an iso­
lated part of the service, separated by several ele­
ments in the service, and by at least twenty minutes 
in time, from the Sermon with which it should be 
united. 

2. That our public worship cannot really be improved 
bv the omission of those elements which now stand alone 
nor b\· the addition of elements observed in other churches, 
but oi,ly by the introduction of such an order of worship 
which retains all the elements we now have, in which all 
the elements are re-arranged where necessary, so that the 
entire service forms one organic whole, and in which no 
new elements are introduced which are foreign to Reformed 
principles and practice. 

3. That the regulation of public worship should not be 
left to the individual churches, since our denominational 
existence requires unity of doctrine, discipline and wor­
sMp. Consequently that it is the task of the Synod, repre-



all the churches, to alter our present form of wor­
that only minor details should be left to the indi­

"'vidullIl consistories. In short, that our churches sHould have 
uniform though flexible order of worship. 

4. That the introduction of an improved order of wor­
should not take place in any local church until it ap­

to he ripe for the change. On the other hand, the 
cannot wait until all the churches are ready for the 

chllD~re in view of the greatly varying circumstances in dif­
congregations. 

Synod decides to adopt this whole section. 

C. Relative to "BI" Your Committee informs the 
SYnod that two overtures' are upon the synodical table 
requesting certain alterations in the proposed order of 
worship. Classis Hudson objects to the prominence of 
the absolution in the proposed order of worship, p. 
XXXVII. Classis Grand Rapids East desires the doxology 
at the end of the seryice in order that the minister may 
be able to meet strangers as they leaye the. service. 

1. The overture of Classis Hudson follows: 

Synod do not adopt the proposed change in our worship 
service, as centered in the absolution (p.103,Agenda,Section 
I). Grounds: 

a) All the reasons given are not conbincing for such a 
radical change; 

b) Scripture in no way demands that such a formal point 
be made of this, as though it were almost a sacrament; 

c) The condition of the visible church also in our cir­
cles, is not of such a nature, that enrichment, as one 
supposes, of the liturgy, is thereby improved; 

d) One will have to explain to people, to the point of 
wearying, tha t the absolution does not mean "forgi­
veness of sins"; 

e) That the absolution in most of the churches named in 
the report, has gradually disappeared, is also re­
vealing. 
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Your Committee advises Synod not to yield to the 
overture of Classis Hudson for the following reasons: 

1) Ground a) adduced by Classis Hudson is a purely 
subjective sentiment. 

2) HolY Scripture does indeed make reconciliation the 
cenier of the Christian's relationship with God. 
See II Cor. 5:11-21. Furthermore the report does 
not elevate the absolution to the dignity of a 
sacrament. 

3) Ground c) is verY indefinite. Classis Hudson does 
not specify the conditions of the Church to which 
reference is made. Your Committee knows of no 
condition of the Church which would make enrich­
ment of the liturgy impossible. 

4) The ahsolution is found essentiallY in the form used 
for the administration of the Lord's .supper, and 
has never necessitated such explanation as Classis 
Hudson mentions. (See form for administration 
of the Lord's Supper, p. 60, second column, third 
paragraph.) 

5) Your Committee after inquiry of Professors Kuiper 
and Bevns is convinced that the reason for the 
removai of absolution as given by the report p. 91, 
par. 2, is historically correct. 

The advice of the Committee is adopted. 

. The following protest is presented 
aga~nst this decision of Synod: 

Classis Hudson presented as one of 
grounds against the proposed "Absolution" 
the following: 

"Scripture inno way demands tha t such 
~ formal pOint be made of this, as though 
~ t were almost a sacrament." 

By acceptance of the preadvice in this 
matter,.Synod has answered the above named 
ground.~n a way that simply does not touch 
the"po~nt. Synod says: 
.. Ho~y Scripture does indeed make recon­

c~l~a~~on th? center of the Christian's 
relahons sl;~p with God. See 2 Cor.5:11-21." 
. Where th~s does not touch the point at 
~ssue the undersigned declare: 

1) Th~t Holy Scripture "makes reconcili­
at~on the center of the Christian's 
relationship with God" 



none of us doubts, but from this and in par­
ticular from 2 Cor. 5:11-21 to want to prove 
that we must introduce the Absolution is 
Scripture-eisegesis in stead of Scripture­
exegesis. 

2) If Synod really means that the Absolution as 
a liturgical element in the worship service 
can be proved from Scripture in this way, then 
we should have had this liturgical action not 
only much earlier - Synod is correct - but also 
the introduction of the Absolution may not be 
left to the freedom of the churches, as demanded 
by Scripture must be placed before all consis­
tories as mandatory; 

3) We still have no proof that Scripture requires 
the Absolution. And therefore in concurrence 
with the other objections presented by Classis 
Hudson, we protest against the introduction of 
the Absolution as decided by Synod. 

The delegates of Classis Hudson: 
J. Timmerman, 
WID. Kuipers, 
R. Bolt, 
H. Buisman, 
J. Ten Kate, 
F. Zeeuw. 

The delegates of Classis Pacific: 

Received as information. 

J.W. Brink, 
D.H. Muyskens, 
J.J. Werkman, 
Mark Bouma, 
E. Eerkes, 
A. Vander Ark. 

2. The overture of Classis Grand Rapids East follows: 

Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod not to adopt 
that part of the report on improvement of our public wor­
ship" page 104, Agenda, which reads as follows: 

'Benediction. This and not the doxology should be the 
last thing in the service. One should not invert the order 
for the utilitarian purpose of giving the minister an op­
portunity to hasten to the rear of the church to be able 
to shake hands with the people. Apart from the 
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fact. that when the henediction has been pronounced the 
Lord has dismissed His people, as it were, we can see no 
good in this hand-shaking affair. Does it not detract 
from the dignity of divine worship? Does it not leave the 
impression that the church is at least in certain respects 
a business institution, which needs to cultiyate the favor 
of its custoDlers?" 

Grollnds: 
1) Although it is true that with the benediction the 

congregation is dismissed, there is no harm done in 
any way if, after they are formally dismissed, they 
should 'sing the doxology. This IS the more trui! 
because the committee jtseif does not regard the 
doxology as essentially necessary for the service. 

2) The custom in question has created the confidence 
of strangers in the church and opened the way 
many times for personal contact. . 

3) This custom, when it can be conveniently carried 
out, welcomes strangers as they ought to be wel­
comed. \Ye have lost many a family to other 
denominations because of the coldness with which 
strangers have often been treated in our churches. 

4) Such a hard and fast rule as is suggested by the 
committee would be contrarY to the best interests 
of many a small church of tlie mission type, where 
strangers often appear, and the work is being car­
ried on among strangers. 

5) It is fully in keeping with the dignity of divine 
worship if the pastor reveals that he has a personal 
interest in the presencc of strangers in his church. 

Relative to this ovcrture, your Committee advises that 
the proposed order of worship under B (1) he adopted 
by Synod with the following amendment: "The place of 
the doxology in the order of worship shall be left to the 
discretion of the consistories." Reason: The matter of 
the doxolob')', being onc of minor importance, may well 
be left to the consistories who will act as is most profitable 
in vicw of local conditions. 

Tile amendment is adopted. 



· Synod makes a few other amendments, after which 
the order of worship for the first service on the Lord's 
Day is adopted in this amended form: 

1. . Yotum 1. Psalm 
2. Salutation or 2. Invocation or Yotum 
3. Psalm 3. Salu tation 
4. Reading of the Law (followed by the Summary 

of the Law in Matthew 22 if so desired) 
5, Confession of sin or Penitential Psalm (or both) 
6. Absolution 
7. Apostles' Creed (preferably by Minister and 

Congregation) 
8. Psalm 
9. General Pra"er, concluded with the Lord's 

Prayer (the latter by l\Iinister only, or by 
l\linister and Congregation) 

10. Offering and Psalm 
11. Offertor:y Prayer (optional) 
12. Scripture Lesson 
13. Sermon 
14. Prayer 
15. Psalm (with or without Doxology) 
16. Benediction 
1 i. Doxology, if desired here 

D. Regarding section B (2), your Committee must 
~xpress some dissatisfaction. 

This recommendation reads as follows: 
(2) That in the other services of the Lord's Dav, and 

in the special services on week-days, the "Service of Re­
conciliation" (-1, 5, 6, i, 8) should be omitted. Likewise 
that it should he omitted when the sen'ices are in charge 
of unordained men such as theological students, candi­
dates, and all others who are not qualified to administer 
the Sacraments. 

GroUIId: The center and core of the service of recon­
~iliation is the Absolution. When this is omitted, the rest 
IS meaningless from a liturgical point of view. And since 
the Absolution is an authoritative declaration of the for-



giveness of sins on the condition of true repentance, only 
an ordained Minister of the Gospel, speaking as an am­
bassador of Jesus Christ and servant of God, has the right 
to proclaim it. 

Our dissatisfaction concerns two matter~: 
a) The second service on the Lord's Day. 
b) The order of worship to be followed when un­

ordained men are conducting the services. 
a) Relative to the second service your Committee fears 

. that should B (2) be adopted the second service would 
become very meager and our people would lose regard 
for the same. 

Therefore your Committee while unable to give defi­
nite advice nevertheless proposes certain measures rela­
tive to the second service. 

The order of worship adopted for the first service is a 
return to the practices of the sixteenth ceutury Reformed 
Church. Your Committee honors the Church of the Gold­
en Age of the Reformation. However, we are now in the 
twentieth century America; and there is something good . 
and beautiful now as well as in the sixteenth century 
Europe. \Ve do especially think of the service of praise 
which has so important a place in American Christianity. 
Your Committee would be pleased to see such an order 
of worship followed in the second service as would make 
praise as prominent in the second service as the absolu­
lion is in the first service. 

Although your Committee is aware of the abuse of 
the element of praise of which many churches are guilty, 
nevertheless your Committee would desire to see that ele­
ment brought to a place of honor in the second service. 

Therefore your Committee advises the Synod to in­
struct the standing committee on public worship to pre­
pare an order of worship suitable for the second service 
of the Lord's Day in which the service of praise should 
have a place alongside of the preaching of the Word even 
as the absolution has in the first service. 

Furthermore your Committee urges the Synod to re­
tain the Credo in the second service. 
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Synod decides to refer these suggestions of the Com­
mittee of Preadvice to its Committee on Public 'Vorship 
with instructions to report to the following Synod in re­
gard to an order of worship for the other services on the 
Lord's Day and for special services on week-days. 

b) Relative to the order of worship when the services 
. are conducted bv unordained men, Your Committee ad­

vises the Synod to retain the order o(worship which these 
unordained men employ at the present time. 

This matter is referred to the Committee on Public 
Worship, with instructions to report to the next Synod. 

E. Your Committee advises the adoption of section 
B (3), which reads as follows: 

(3) That the complete service shall be used on Com­
munion .Sunday, but that the first part of the Form for 
the Lord's Supper, consisting of the self-examination. 
shall be read in the Preparatory Service of the preceding 
Suuday, and the remainder on Communion Sunday. 

Synod decides to refer this matter to its Committee on 
Public Worship. 

(Con tinned in Art. 67 below.) 

ARTICLE 63 

Elder F. Zeeuw closes this session with thanksgiving. 

TENTH SESSION, THURSDAY MORNING , JUNE 21 

ARTICLE 64 

Rev. J.H. Geerlings announces 
session with prayer_ Psalm 86:6 and opens this 

ARTICLE 65 
The roll is called from which 't 

gates are present exce t El ~ appears that all dele-
in whose place the sec~ndusd~rlA. ~yzenga of Classis Holland, 
He declares h' e ega e, Elder G.H. Kragt is present. 

~s agreement with the Public Declaration. 

ARTICLE 66 

The Minutes of the eighth d 
approved. an ninth sessions are read and 
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ARTICLE ·6i 
The discussion of the report of the Committee of Pre­

advice on Liturgical mailers (Art. 62) is continued: 

F. Relative to the matter of the choirs in our public 
worship your Committee found besides the recommenda­
tion by the Committee, two overtures; one by Classis Pella 
and the other by Classis Grand Rapids WesL 

Your Committee advises the Synod to abide by its deci­
sion of 1926 relative to choirs. Reasons: 

1. Your Committee believes that one Synod should not 
revoke the decision of a previous Synod unless a specific in­
stance occurs which proves that the decision was harmful 
to the churches or proof is offered that the decision is con­
trary to the Scripture or the doctrinal standards of the 
Church or to the Church Order. ~either the Standing Com­
mittee nor Classis Pella have offered these conditions 
necessary to revoke the decision of 1926. 

2. On the contra~·, your Committee has personal 
knowledge of two instances where the decision of 1926 has 
been definitely helpful to these churches. 

3. Your Committee believes that the consciences of the 
churches which have maintained choirs for years to the 
spiritual benefit of these churches as they believe, may not 
be violated by a decision of the Synod compelling them to 
disband their choirs. (Art. 32, Confession.) 

4. Your Committee reminds the Svnod that anthems 
need not he hYmns. There are on the -market several an­
them books containing only the Psalms of David. 

5. Your Committee furthermore reminds the Synod 
that the decision of 1926 compels no church to introduce a 
choir. On the contrarY, the introduction of choirs was 
discouraged. -

6. Your Committee reminds the Synod also that the 
Standing Committee was instructed by the Synod of 1926 
to formulate a uniform but flexible order of worship. If 
flexibility means anything, it means that variations in the 
order of worship should be permitted in order to allow for 
the peculiar circumstances and traditions of the individual 
churches. 

i. In answer to the questions asked by the Standing 
Committee (p. 106, 2) your Committee wishes to state that 



when the choir sings a prayer or a song of praise the choir 
yeM' plainly is the mouthpiece of the people approaching 
their God. To outlaw the choir as the mouthpiece of the 
people simply because the members have no official capa­
city lacks scriptural authority. On the basis of such reason­
ing also organ-playing except by ordained persons would 
have to be condemned. (Cf. Art. i1.) 

The advice of the Committee is adopted, but of the 
reasons adduced by the Committee ony the first and the 
fifth are adopted. 

Against this decision of Synod the following protest is 
submitted: 

"The undersigned wish to register their protest against 
the decision to abide by the decision of 1926, whereby the 
introduction of choirs in our public worship for another 
purpose than merely leading the congregational singing is 
left to the discretion of local consistories. Grounds: 

(1) TItis decision conflicts with the decision of 1926 that 
our clllirches need a uniform though flexible order 
of worship. Flexibility may never be construed so as 
to exclude uniformity. It means nothing more than 
that minor details of our order of worship are left 
to the local consistories; 

(2) This decision is in flagrant conflict with the adop­
tion of a uniform order of worship at this Synod in 
which all the elements of worship and their order, 
except in minor details, were prescribed by Synod. 

H. J. KIJIPER, 1. 'VESTRA, 
Y. P. DE JOXG, J. J. WERKMAX, 
D. H. KRO)DIIXGA, D. HOI.LEBEEK, 
D. ZWIER, "rM • TERPS)fA, 
No J. -MOXS)!.\, K. 'V. FORTUIN, 
A. 'VASSIXK, JOHN DE JONG, 
D. H. I\h!YSKEXS, Z. J. SHERD.\, 
J. "r. BRINK, W. BAJEMA, 
J. DE HAAN, JR., J. VERBRUGGE, 
J. T()[)IERMAS, R. BOLT." 

Received as Information 

G. Your Committee advises the S"nod to amend the 
decision of 1926 relative to choirs by a'dding a warning to 
the consistories of churches having choirs that such consis­
tories exercise close supervision regarding the membership 
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of the choir and permi t the singing of no songs which ar( 
not included in Article 69 of our Church Order. 
Adopted. (Continued in Art. 70 below.) 

ARTICLE 68 
This session is concluded with prayer by Elder 

w. Bierma. 

ELEVENTH SESSION, THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21 

ARTICLE 69 

After Psalm 89:1 is sung, the Rev. J.M. VandeKieft 
opens this session with prayer. 

ARTICLE 70 

Continuation of Report on Liturgical matters (Art. 67, 
supra). . 

H. Your Committee advises the adoption of Section B, 
(5) of the report of the Committee on Public Worship ex­
cepting the second paragraph: 

5. That ministers and consistories are urged to take the 
necessary steps to introduce the ne;'v order of worship, with 
this understanding, however, that the peace and welfare of 
those churches in which there is considerable opposition, 
shall not be imperiled. At the same time the Classes shall 
strengthen the hands of the consistories by urging them, 
especially through the church-visitors, to make progress in 
the matter. 

To illustrate the importance of the measure proposed in 
the preceding recommendation, your Committee reminds 
Synod of the fact that the custom of baptizing children of 
non-confessing members soon disappeared when the 
Classes by order of Synod made it a special point of inquiry 
in church visitation. while the excellent report concerning 
the improvement of catechetical instruction, adopted at the 
Synod of 1912, has horne practically no fruits. The same 
fate threatens to overtake a more recent report on the sub­
ject presented in 1924. 

It is 80 decided. 
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I. Your Committee advises the adoptiou of the folIow­
section B (6), reading as follows: 

That in case of adoption of this report, this Com­
"'.nill~~ be continued to prepare a brief directory of wor­

the convenience of ministers and congregations 
publish the same with the understanding that it shall 

be incorporated in succeeding editions of our Psalter. 
It is so decided. with this addition that the directory 

-be prepared in the Dutch, English, and German languages. 

J. Your Committee advises Synod to act on the sugges­
tion of the Committee on Public \Vorship contained in the 
last paragraph of its report. After the necessary changes 
are made, this paragraph reads as follows: 

Synod urges our Consistories not to make any changes 
in their public worship other than those included in the 
order adopted by Synod: and impresses upon them the 
fact that denominational unity and loyalty require that all 
the churches shall conform to whatever decisions touching 
this mailer have been taken, unless they shall be proved to 
be contrarY to God's \Vord; and further insists that consis­
tories which subsequently might desire other changes, 
should refrain from introdUcing them by independent ac­
lion, but make known their desires through the regular 
channels. 

Synod so decides. 

Synod further decides that the Report of the Commit­
tee on Public Worship shall be inserted in its entirety in the 
Acts of this Synod. ISuppl.XIV.) 

IV. Relative the overture 0/ Classis Illinois. Agenda, 
Part II, p. XXXIV, which reads as follows: 

"Class is requests Synod to incorporate in the 
next edition of' our Psalter, in the Appendix,. 
the christian prayers, etc., which are f'ound ~n our 
Dufch Psalmbook, namely: 

Prayer bef'ore the Sermon; 
Prayer af'ter the Sermon; 
Prayer bef'ore the explanation of' the Catechism; 
Prayer af'ter the explanation of' the Catechism; 
Prayer f'or the Sermon in the week; 
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Prayer after the Sermon in the week; 
The Morning Prayer; 
The Evening Prayer: 
A prayer for matters before the Consistory; 
A prayer for matters dealt with by the Consistory; 
A prayer for the meeting of the Deaoons; 
A prayer before meals; 
A prayer after meals; 
A prayer for the siok and spiritually distressed; 
Nioene Creed; 
Athanasian Creed. 

Grounds: 
(1) Should this not be done, our membership and our 

Churoh are in danger of losing these prayers,eto.; 
(2) The publishers have expressed their opinion that 

Synod ought to make a deolaration regarding this 
addition. 

Your Committee advises Synod to accede to the request 
of Classis Illinois and to appoint a Committee which shall 
submit to the next Svnod a translation of the various mat­
ters specified in the overture of Classis Illinois. 

Synod decidps to refer this overture of Classis Illinois 
to the Commissie tot Herziening onzer Kerkelijke Formu­
lieren. (Comrni ttee for Reviewing Eoolesiasti-

, oal FQrmulariea. ) . 
\. ReJafive tile overture of Classis l\iuskegon (Agenda. 

Part II. p. XXXY). reading as follows: 
"Classis Muskegon overtures Synod to revise the clause 

in the answer to the 3ith question of the Heidelberg Cate­
chism so that it will no longer read: "He bore •.•. the 
wrath of God against the sins of the whole human race". 
but that it will be expressed thus: "He bore .... the wrath 
of God against the sin of the whole human race". Grounds: 

(1) The term sin appears in the singular both in the 
original edition of the Heidelberg Catechism (see 
Schaff's "Creeds of Christendom", III. p. 319) and 
in the Holland translations; and 

(2) The present rendering of the term in the plural form 
gives an erroneous impression of the atonement." 

Your Committee advises Synod to accede to the over­
ture of Classis Muskegon. to de.clare that the reading "sins" 

• 



in the specified portion of the'Heidelberg Catechism is er­
'roneous and that "sin" should be substituted, aud to thus 
inform the publisher. ,< 

Synod decides to refer also this overture to the' Com-
missie 101 Herziening on.::er Kerkelijke Formulieren'r.o ) 
*C~itte~ for Reviewin~ Liturgical rorms 
\' ,'I. Relahve to an overture Of Broadway Ave. Con-
sislory (cf. Art. 22), reading as follows: 

"The Consistory of the Broadway Ave. Christian Re­
formed church requests Synod to appoint a committee to 
studY the proposed "New Christian Hymnal" and authorize 
theni, if they can conscientiously do so, to recommend this 
hymnal for use in our Sunday Schools, Societies, :\iissions, 
Schools and other meetings of a similar nature. Grollnds: 

(1) The hymn books now in use among us contain 
many songs which are doctrinally unsound and 
therefore a menace to the purity of our churches; 

(2) The men behind the "New Christian Hvmnal" 
claim that their hook contains only snch hyillns as 
arc doctrinally sound. An eventnal recommenda­
tion by a committee of Synod will materially aid 
them in the successful carrying out of a costly ven­
tnre which they have undertaken for the purpose 
of promoting the spiritual welfare of our churches 
by offering a reliable song book for the many unre­
liable ones now in vogue among us." 

Your Committee was moved between two sentiments. 
On the One hand was the reluctance to throw cold water 
on a most timely and praiseworthy endeavor. On the other 
hand was the conviction that Synod should not act upon 
the request of the consistory of Broadway Ave. 

This conviction your Committee brings to Synod as its 
advice for the following reasons: 

(1) Although your Committee realizes the importance 
of having a thoroughly Reformed Hymn Book, and 
although a plain endeavor is made to lend to "The 
Christian Hymnal" an ecclesiastical color, never­
theless Your Committee believes the "Christian 
Hymnal;' to he the product of private enterprise, 
and therefore to lie outside of the province of the 
Synod; 
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(2) Should the Synod grant the request of the Broadway Ave. 
consistory, too great authority would be delegated to a 
Committee, and the Synod would be held responsible for 
matters which it cannot control; 

(3) The aim of the consistory of Broadway Ave. could be at­
tained as well by the submission of the "Christian 
Hymnal" to the inspection of individuals for whose judgment 
our people have the highest regard, or to lower ecclesias­
tical assemblies which could approve the work done by their 
committee of inspection. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 71 

The following motion is accepted by Synod (cf. Art. 67, supra): 
Synod appoint a Committee to advize the next Synod regarding 
choir-singingin our worship services. Grounds: 

a) Synod of 1926 disapproved of choir singing, but it did not 
express itself as to whether there is a place, in keeping 
with our Reformed principles, for such singing in our wor­
ship services; 

b) It is very desirable that our congregations deal with cla­
rity in this matter and nor be led exclusively by prac­
tical considerations. 

ARTICLE 72 

Prof. B.K. Kuiper requests Synod that his case be dealt with 
before the report on "Amusements" is considered, but also re­
quests that the decision on his case and voting on his reappoint­
ment be postponed till after the Amusment-matter has been dealt 
wi tho 

After the professor has explained his request Synod decides 
to allow this. (Cf. Art.84.) 

ARTICLE 73 

Synod now takes in hand Theological and Calvin ColI ege matters. 
The report of the Curatorium is read by Rev. H.J. Kuiper, Se­

cretary of Curatorium, and received by Synod as information.(Suppl.II. 



,~" ,:~~ 
~-¥ 

" 

I 
1 
i 

Page 65 

The Report of the Committee of Preadvicc on Theolog­
ical School and Calvin College matters is now read by the 
reporter. Rev. H. J. Kuiper. and received by Synod as in­
formation. Synod decides to take up this report. and dis­
cuss it scria tim: 

I. Matters Contained in the Curatoriurn Report. 
1. Your Committee recommends that Synod approve 

all articles in the Report of the Curatoriulll excepting those 
mentioned below,. in regard to which special action is 
required. 

Adopted. » 
2. In regard to I. B. 18.6; your Committee recommends 

to Synod to raise the salary of Rev. J. Van der Mey to 
$3.000.00 per year on condition that he emphasize the edu­
cational phase of his work and preach as often as possillle 
in behalf of our school without remuneration for himself. 

It would scelll. in view of Article 8 of "Reglement van 
het Curatorium" (Kerkellorde yan Prof. Heyns. editie 1927. 
pagina 103) that Curntorium was in error in taking the ac­
'!ion mentioned in Article 18b on page 9, of the report of the 
Curators. \Ve recommend that Synod acquiesce in this 
action. 

Adopted. 

3. \Ve recommend that Synod approve the following 
decision found under II. A. 2: "Only those prospective 
seminary students wiII be admitted to examination in the 
regular session of the Curntorium who plan to enter the 
seminary in the fall of the same year; and if anyone exam­
ined and passed by the Curatorium for some reason or other 
postpones his entrance into the seminary for a year or for 
a longer period of time. he shall be required to submit 
again to the examination of the Curatorium before he can 
be admitted as a regular student of the seminary." 

Adopted. 

4. In regard to I. C. 1. we recommend approval of the 
action of the Curatorium in giving Prof. Jellema an inde­
finite appointment. 

Adopted. 

/'frrt I,,~exed, 



5. We recommend that Synod adopt I,D.19, and reappoint Prof. H. 
Schultze for a period of six years. 

Adopted. (Continued in Article 80 below.) 

ARTICLE 74 

Upon his request Dr. Y.P.De Jong, because the preparation of the 
press report for De Wachter has been assigned to him, is removed from 
the Committee on Appointment. In his place Rev. D.H. Kromminga is 
appointed. 

ARTICLE 75 

Elder M. Bouma concludes with thanksgiving. 

TWELFTH SESSION, FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 22 

ARTICLE 76 

Psalm 84:3 is sung and Rev. J.O.Vos leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 77 

The roll is called and it is noted that Elder E. Eerkes is absent 
due to illness, and Elder A. Lyzenga, primus delegate of Classis 
Holland is again present. 

ARTICLE 78 

The Acts of the tenth and eleventh session are read by the Clerk 
and are accepted and approved by Synod. 

ARTICLE 79 

TheCommittee of Preadvice in re Missions (Art. 52, supra), submits 
the following supplemental report: 

1. Respecting the matter referred to your Committee, viz. a request 
of our Missionary, the Rev. C.G. Hayenga, of Zuni, N.M., to wire the 
office of Indian Affairs at Washington, D.C., on behalf of the Ojo 
Caliente Chapel, ymur Committee advises that Synod do this immediately 
by send-
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iog the following reqnest to the Hon. Charles H. Burke, 
'Commissioncr of Indian Affairs: 

"HON. CHARLES H. BURKE, 
CO'lIlmissioner of In.dian Affairs, 
Office of the Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

4'The Christian Reformed Church of America, in Synod assembled 
at Holland, Michigan, urgently petitions your honor to pass favorably 
upon the request of its ::Missionaries at Zuni, New Mexico, now on file 
a.t your office, for the grant of a parcel of land at Ojo Caliente on the 
Zuni Indian Reservation for the purpose of erecting a small chapel or 
community house for the benefit of the Indians in that locality. 

"Done at Holland, Michigan, this twenty-second day of June in the 
year of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-eight. 

Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in America, 

Syl/od so df'cides. 

H. KEEGSTRA, President. 
D. ZWIER, Clerk" 

2. If it should be neceSsarY later on for varions mem­
bers of Synod to bring influence to bear upon their respec­
tive Congressmen and Senators, we advise Synod tn in­
struct the Dircctor of Missions to furnish such delegates 
or mi':listers with a. form letter which they may address 
to their representahves at \Yashington. 

Syllod so decides. . 

ARTICLE 80 
Continuation of Rcport on' TllI'ologic/l1 School /llld 

Calvill College matters (of. Art. n) (SuPIllement II) 
Ii. In regard 10 Art. 35 und(' .. J) of thc Curntorium Rc­

port, and thc Rel)ort of thc Commi \tec in re Reduction of 
,Curatorium (Agenda, Part I, pp. 112 to 117). your Com­
nlittee rcconllllends: 

Synod decide not to reduce thc numbcr of thc Curators. 
Grounds: ' 

a) In a rcduccd Curatorium thc numhcr of Cnrators will 
not be suflicicntly largc to lakc care of the work, cs­
pcciully bctwccn meetings. For cxamplc, the work 
of the Supervisory Committec, the Committec on 

, Buildings and Grounds, thc Committee 011 Finance, 
must he taken care of to a vcry geat extcnt by men 
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Jiving in comparatively close proximity to the school. 
Reduction of Curatorium would necessarily further 
limit the number of men eligible to these commit­
tees; 

(This objection pertains to the proposed plan of 
the Committee of 1926 as well as to the "possible 
solutions" mentioned Sub. 1 and 2, C, of the report 
of that committee.) 

b) Proposed plans involve a division of Curatorium into 
two sections, one of which is to have charge of the 
educational, moral and spiritual interests, and the 
other of matters pertaining to finances, buildings, 
etc., thus creating an undesirable dualism; 

(This objection pertains to the proposed plan of 
the Committee of 1926, the plan of Illinois, and the 
"possible solution" mentioned Sub. C, 2, report of 
the Committee of 1926.) 

c) Reduction of Curatorium would place matters of 
greatest importance in the hands of too small a 
group. 

(This objection pertains to the proposed plan of 
the Committee of 1926 as well as the "possible solu­
tion" mentioned Sub 1 and 2, C, of the Report of 
the Committee of 1926.) 

d) Proposed plans would bring about an undesirable 
centralization of power in one section of the Church. 
If the number of Curators be reduced there will not 
be enough Curators to take care of all the work. (See 
1 of this same section of this same report.) This 
again would necessitate the appointment of Cura­
tors at large by the Synod from the central section 
of the Church. 

(This objection pertains to the proposed plan of 
the Committee of 1926 as well as the "possible solu­
tion" mentioned Sub C2. of the, Report of that 
Committee in th£' Agenda.) 

e) Proposed reduction of Curatorium would deprive 
the school to that extent of points of contact with 
outlying Classes. This contact, maintained through 
the Curators, is of inestimable value to the School. 
The Classes in their turn are better served by two 
delegates than by one. 

(This objection pertains to, the proposed plan of 
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I the Committee of 1926 and the "possible solutions" 

mentioned Sub 1 and 2, C, of the Report of that 
Committee.) 

f) The continuity of the personnel of Curatorium and 
the Supervisory Committee would be seriously im­
paired in view of the fact that ministers frequently 
change from one Classis to another. These changes 
would be more serious in the case of a reduced 
Curatorium. 

(This objection pertains to the proposed plan of 
the Committee of 1926 and the "possible solution" 
mentioned Sub 1 and 2. C, of the Report of that 
Committee.) 

Adopted. 

7. In regard to the proposal to increase the salaries of 
the College Professors (II, B, 4), which reads as follows: 

"1. The Curatorium proposes to raise the maximum 
salary of College Professors to $3,300.00 except in the case 
of those men who have earned a doctor's degree or who 
have sen'ed the institution as professor for a period of 
twenty-five years-these to receive a maximum of $3,500.00. 

"2. The raise is to be made by sliding scale with the 
understanding that the professors will receive a raise of 
$200.00 the first year. 

"3. Henceforth professors and associate professors, in­
structors and assistants shall be placed on a sliding scale. 

"4. The scale of salaries shall be as follows: 
Minimwn 

Assistants ........................................ $1,600.00 
Instructors ... __ ........... __ ....................... 2,000.00 
Associate Professors ........................ 2,200.00 
Professors ......................... _ .............. 2,600.90 

Maximum 
$2,200.00 

2,400.00 
2,800.00 
3,300.00 or 
3,500.00 

"5. That the salary of the College President shall be 
$4,000.00 for the next year." 

Your Committee recommends its adoption unaltered 
except that 5) shall read as follows: "The annual salary 
of President Broene shall be $4,250.00" Grounds: 

a) The salaries of the Theological Professors were 
raised at the Synod of 1926, but no provisions were 
made to meet the needs of the College Professors; 
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b) The standard of Jiving is such that our College Pro­
fessors are in need of a higher salary than they are 
now receiving; 

c) The Committee of Finance lias approved the pro­
posed increase and can see its way clear to raise the 
required amount without making an increase in the 
"assessment" of the churches necessary. 

At the suggestion of President Broene, Synod decides 
to allow Prof. Dekker and Prof. Van Zyl a gratification of 
one hundred dollars each for extra work done by them. 
(See Report of Curatorium, I, D, 22, 2.) • 

At the suggestion of Dean A. J. Rooks, Synod decides 
that the interpretation of the term "professor" in this scale 
of salaries be referred back to the Curatorium. (Continued' 
in Art. 83.) 

ARTICLE 81 

Elder W.J. Van Mell concludes this session 
with thanksgiving. 

THIRTEENTH SESSION,FRIDAY AFTERNOON,JUNE 29 

ARTICLE 82 

Rev. J. DeHaan Jr. announces Psalm 119:17 
and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 83 

Continuation of Report on Theological School alld 
Calvin College: 

8. In regard to II, B, 4 (e) of the Report of Cura­
torium, your Committee advises to reject the proposal of 
Curatorium, and to adopt the following: 

"RULES GOVERNING THE APPOINTMENT OF PRO­
FESSORS OF THEOLOGY 

I. Method of Appointrnent-
The general thought underlying the "following rules is 

that there are three parties; besides the Synod, which are 
directly concerned in every nomination for theological pro­
fessors; the Church as a whole, the Curatoriulll, and the 
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~~r13~~:}~1F~:a~~C:'~Ulty. The Church as a whole, because the the School of our Church, and because its theo-
fill an ecclesiastical ollice; the Curatorium, 
in charge of all the. affairs of the Scbool, 

of the Synod, and are fully acquainted 
; and the Theological Faculty, because they 

know the qualifications for the work of a Seminary 
,professor, and because of the yital necessity of co-operation 

between the members of the facult~·. 
As a general rule the Cura torium shall make the nomi­

nation (s) from which the Synod shall elect. The Synod 
shall make its own nomination through a committee only 
when a sudden Yacancy occurs which leaves no time for 
the Curatorium to con"vene in the early spring, or when 
serious objections against the nominees of the Curatorium 
make it advisable for Synod to prepare a new nomination. 
The Synod, however, shall always haye the right to add 
names to the nomination proposed by tbe Curatorium, but 
with this understanding that this shall not be done on the 
floor of the Synod. Names which may be suggested in the 
full meeting of the Synod shall be referred to the Commit­
tee for nominations. 

A. Xominatiolls originating at the Curatorium shall 
be made in the following manner: 

. 1. The full Curatorium shall meet in ~Iarch and pre­
pare its nomination (s) only after the Theological Faculty 
has been asked for its advice. 

2. When the full Curatorium meets in March for the 
making of nominations, it shall conduct as much of its an­
nual business as possible, and outstanding committees shall 
reckon with this. The full Curatorium shall not meet again 
in IIIay or June for the examinations, but leave this work 
to the Curatorium Contractum. 

3. The nomination (s) of the Curatorium shall be pub­
lished in De Woehler and The Banner three times as soon 
as possible after the meeting of the Curatorium, together 
with the statement that possible objections by consistories 
or Classes must be sent 10 the Stated Clerk of Synod before 
the next meeling of Curatorium Conlractum. Copies of 
these objections shall be sent to the Curatorium Contrac.­
tum, which shall have the right to send its comments on 
these objections to Synod. 
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B. Concerning nominations origin.ating at the Synod, 
the following shall be observed:-

1. The Synod shall not make a nomination or add 
names to a nomination made by the Curatorium until t1lP 
advice of the Theological Faculty has been asked. 

2. Nominations shall be made by the Committee of 
Preadvice with the advice of the Supervisory Committee of 
the School. 

3. The name(s) of the professor(s) elected by Synod, 
whose name(s) was (were) not previously announced to 
the churches, shall be published thrice in De Wachter and 
The Banner immediately after Synod, together with the 
statement that possible weighty objections by consistories 
or Classes must be sent, before the tenth (10th) of August, 
to the Secretary of the Curatorium, who shall notify the 
Supen-isory Committee. 

4. If it deems this necessary, the Supervisory Commit­
tee, in consultation with the officers of the Curatorium, 
shall call a meeting of the Curatorium Contractum, or in 
very serious cases of the full Curatorium,. which shall con­
sider the objections with a view to their removal and send 
an answer to the complainants. 

II. Terms of Office-
The first appointment shall be for a term of two years, 

the second for a term of six years, and the third "indefinite". 

III. Qualifications-
Your Committee recommends the appointment of a 

Committee to compile all existing rnles and give advice at 
the next Synod as to what should be rejected, retained, and 
revised. . 

"'e advise Synod to decide that with the adoption of the 
foregoing all former rnles regarding method of appoint­
ment and terms of office shall be abrogated. 

Synod decides as follows in regard to these Rules for 
the Appointment of Professors of Theology: - _. .. .. 

Synod refers the recommendation of the 
Curatorium (B,4,e), and also the recommen­
dation of the Committee of Pre-advice to the 
Curatorium, with instructions to present this 
matter promptly to the Churches, so that pro­
posals for revision may be included in the 
Agendum for the next Synod. 



II Overtures Found in the Agenda 

1. Regarding the overture of Classis Zeeland (Agenda, Part II, 
page VI), reading as follows: 

"The Synod maintain that in view of their important work the 
professors during the school year are to abide by the rule of Article 
14 of the'Reglement voor de Theol. School'and decide that they are 
not at liberty to deliver time-consuming lectures during the school 
year. 

"Ground: ITo enable the professors in Theology to apply themselves 
to their task, and remain fresh for that work." 

Your Committee advises Synod not to adopt this overture. Grounds: 
a) The Article to which the overture refers evidently is Art. 14 

of the old "Reglement der Theol. School", while no regulations con­
cerning this matter are found in the Reglement now in force: 

b) We may rely upon the Curatorium to exercise the necessary su­
pervision in this matter. 
Adopted: the advice of the Committee. 

2. Regarding the overture of Classis Illinois (Agenda,Part II, 
page VI), reading as follows: 

"Classis Illinois requeslts Synod to remind the professors of the 
Theological School and Calvin College of the decision of Synod, 1924, 
Art. 30, x, in the matter of the publication of articles." 

Your Committee recommends that Synod adopt this overture. 
Adopted. 

3. Regarding overtures of Classis Pacific and Zeeland (Agenda, 
Part II, page VI) reading as follows: 

"Taking notice of the difficulty, experienced repeatedly, in col­
lecting the assessment of $3.50 for the Theol. School, Classis re­
quests that the assessment surely not be increased." 

"That Synod not increase the assessment for theTheol. School, but 
keep it at $3.50. 



"Ground: Many congregations are unable to 
contribute a greater amount." . 

Your Committee recommends Ihal .synod adoI'I Ihe 
following: "Though Ihe Curatoriulll has managed 10 keep 
the aSSCSSIJ}cnt down to $3.f>O per faIllily, it lUUY serve to 
reassure Ihe churches 10 declare Ihal Svnod does nol al 
all favor Ihe raising of Ihis "ssessmenl:" 

Adopted. 

4. Regarding Ihe overlure of Lagrave A venue Con­
sislory (see Agenda, ParI II, pp. VI and YII) reading as 
follows: 

"Lagra"e Avenue overlures Synod 10 amend Ihe ruling 
which requires prospeclive candidales for llie minislr,' 
who have pursued their sludies at inslitutions nol posf­
lively Reformed to allend Ihe classes of Ihe lasl vear at 
our Seminary (Acts 1H2:!. Art. II, III) in such a w,;v as to 
INl\'{' it to lht., ju<lgm(~l1t of Curalol'iulll In <icci<lc 011 

(Iossihle exceptions. 

Ground.,: ""'hile it cannot he denied Ihat Ihe present 
rllling is, A:cllcrally speaking, n good one, to leave no 1"00111 
whatever fot· exceplions, 

(/) "'ould seem 10 elll'I'oal'h on Ihe Reformed princi­
ple of free sludy; and, 

b) ·1\1ighl lead 10 ahsurdities as, for inslanee, in Ihe 
cas,' of a Ih,'ologiall who has spent four or five 
Years al Princ,'ton Semina,,', hut has not attended 
()til' sehouL" ~ 

Your COlli III i Ill'" is cOllvillced Ih,it the rule should he 
{'nfurc.(·d wilhouL exceptioll mal rccollullcnds to Synod 
so 10 decide, Grounds: . 

(/) Even if olle should fuvor the principl" of "free 
sludy" us usunlly understood, for practical reasons 
it is, nevertheless. highly desirahle Ihal alleast olle 
y,'ar. llIore particularly thc last, hc spent al our 
SellIinary hy all our futurc millisters in ordl'r Ihal 
t1H'Y nwy imhihe the distinctive principles and 
spirit of Ihe Chrisliun Reformed Church. 

1» It is not pl'rlin('nt 10 speak of "ahsurditi,'s" eyen 
in ,' .. St'S wh",'(' stndenls have taken post graduale 
w(lJ'k at olher instilutions hocause such stulienls 
will. ill that rl'l(uin'cI Y('Ul". tnkc ('~pC'cially those 
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courses which are distinctive of our school andChurch and which 
they have not been able to take at other institutions. 
The advice of the Committee is adopted. 

In connection with this matter is it decided to act on the deci-
sion of the Synod of 1924 (Acta, page 35 below). While that Synod 
failed to appoint a Committee, this will now be appointed, with the man­
date to make a thorough study of the principle of free study. (Cf.Art.l42.) 

5. Regarding the overture of Classis Sioux Center (Agenda,Part II, 
page VII) in re "Time for Consideration (of Calls) by Candidates", reading 
as follows: 

"Synod change the time of consideration of a Call by Candidates 
from six to three weeks. 

Grounds: 
a) Six week's time for consideration evidently was begun without 

our Synods giving Grounds for this. In the edition of the Church Order 
published in 1897 we merely read: "Time for consideration is for mi­
nisters three, for candidates six weeks: (page 8-11f). In the judgment 
of Classis there should have been reasoned grounds for this difference 
in time for consideration, should these really exist; 

b) Although this change is not of principial significance, it is 
nevertheless of exceedingly practical importance; 

(1) Considering the calling churches, six weeks is not desirable, 
since they must wait and then possiblW still be disappointed; 

(2) Six weeks is not desirable, considering the candidates who are 
not considered immediately, and who in the present regulation, 
may possibly have to wait ten or twelve weeks after they have 
been declared eligible for a call; 

(3) Six week's consideration suffers from the defect that some can­
didates receive several calls and can take considerable time for 
reflection. 
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(4) If for a minister who has a field of lablr, three weeks for 
consideration is deemed sufficient, then three weeks is surely 
sufficient for a candidate who does not yet have a field of labor." 

Your Committee recommends that Synod adopt this overture on the 
grounds adduced and that this new ruling become effective at once. 

Adopted. 

6. Regarding the overture of Classis Sioux Center (Agenda,Part II, 
page VIII) reading as follows: 

"Classis Sioux Center requests information in the matter of former 
Student Fund students, who have transferred to another area of life, 
and who refuse to payoff their debt to the Student Fund, should these 
be prosecuted by means of the secular courts." 

Your Committee recommends that Synod decide not to express itself 
in this matter. Grounds: 

a) Synod is not a bureau of information. 
b) Existing regulations for students receiving classical aid are 

classical, not synodical. 

Adopted. 

7. Regarding the overture of Classis Sioux Center (Agenda, Part II, 
page IX) reading as follows: 

ClasSis Sioux Center requests Synod to pass a special decision by 
which there may be more unity in the manner in which various Classes 
regular the methof of repayment to the Student Funds by former students. 
Grounds: 

(1) The Acts show that the Synod of 1892 made such a decision, by 
which the decision of the Synod of 1888 whould be activated; however, 
this decision has not been carried out. The Classis thinks that this 
synodical decision should still be implemented; 

(2) After 1888 various Classes have already three times urged 
Synods to implement the decision of 1888; 
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(3) The Synod of 1926 referring to the decision of 1888 can 
therefore not be considered an adequate answer; 

(4) Although the Synod of 1888 declared tat this matter should 
remain in the province of the classis, it is nevertheless ac­
cording to Art. 19 of the C.O .. at present of interest for the whole 
Church, and thus worthy of synodical attention: . 

(5) Classis judges that more unity in this respect would be more fair 
to the future ministers who are helped by the Classes. 

Your Committee advises Synod to suggest to the various Classes the 
desirability of working in the direction of exempting students from 
restituion. 

Grounds: 
1) The contention of Classis Sioux Center that uniformity is de­

sirable is correct. 
2) As a rule the salaries of ministers are too small to enable 

those who received aid from a Classis to reimburse that Classis 
without being handicapped in the purchase of indispensable mi­
nisterial equipment. 

Adopted. 

Finally, your Committee recommends to Synod, now that the Hekman 
Memorial Library is completed, tosend a letter of heartfelt thanks 
to the donors. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 84 

The next item of business is the advice of the Committee on 
Theological School and Calvin College in the matters of the reappoint­
ment of Prof. B.K. Kuiper. However, the Professor requests t~ his 
case be postponed till Monday afternoon because he in the time which 
remains before adjournment, would not be able to conclude what he wishes 
to introduce concerning his case. Synod decides to grant this to him 
and postpones this matter to Monday afternoon. 

To the question which is now raised as to whether this matter will 
be dealt with in executive session or open meeting 
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Synod decides, in accord with the wish of the professor himself, that 
it will be dealt with in open session. (See further Art. 90.) 

ARTICLE 85 

The President now calls for the report of the Committee of Preadvice 
for Protests and Varia, which is read by the reporter, Rev. M. Monsma. 
Synod decides to consider it seriatum: 

Worthy Fathers and Brethren: 
The Committee of Preadvice 

present the following report 

I. Materials. 

for Protests and Varia has the honor to 
of its deliberations: 

1. An instruction from Classis Orange City concerning the reporting 
of Committees appointed by previous Synods. 

2. An Instruction from Classis Pacific aiming at increased use of the 
Dutch language at Synod. 

3. An Instruction from Classis Sioux Center concerning the rule for 
determining the number of families in a congregation. 

4. An overture of Classis Holland pertaining to the same matter 
mentioned under 3, above. 

5. An Instruction from Classis Grand Rapids East concerning whether 
reelected office-bearers should be installed. 

6. An invitation of the Consistory of Rehoboth, New Mexico, endorsed 
by Classis California, to the Synod of 1930, that Rehoboth be selected 
as its meeting place. 

7.An Instruction from Classis Orange City concerning a review of the 
questions.asked at public profession of faith. 

8. An Instruction from Classis Pella regarding a Mutual Fire-Insu­
rance for our church buildings. 

9. A Protest of J. Waterlander vs. Classis Illinois. 

10. A Request from the Consistory Zeeland, North Street. 

11. Items regarding the Sioux Center question. 
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a) Report of the Committee appointed by the Synod of 1926. 

b) Information and requests from the Consistory of Sioux 
Center I. 

c) Explanatory letter from the Consistory of Sioux Center II. 

12. Items regarding the Edgerton case. 

a) Protest of the Consistory of Edgerton, Minn. vs. the Synod 
of 1926. 

b) A letter of Theo. Hanenburg. 

c) Summaries from the Minutes of Classis Orange City's fall meeting, 
1926, regarding this matter. 

d) A letter of J. Faber, Leota, Minn. 

Received as Information. 

II. JUDGMENT AND ADVICE. 

1. Regarding No.1. under I (See Agenda, Part II, p.XXXVII and 
XXXVIII), your Committee advises to decide the following: 

Synod decides that reports prepared by committees appointed by a 
previous Synod, shall come directl~ to Synod, without prior considera­
tion by a committee of preadvice, and that one of the members of the 
committee that prepared a report shall be appointed by such a committee 
to present its report, to explain and defend it before Synod. 

Grounds: 
a) Such committees are in reality committees of preadvice.To submit 

their report to the judgment of a committee of preadvice amounts 
to this: The Synod places the report of a committee of preadvice 
in the hands of a second committee of preadvice. This is unne­
cessary duplication. 

b) A committee appointed by Synod and has studied the materials 
of a report for two years, certainly has the right to present 
it directly. 

c) A committee of preadvice, meeting only a few evenings, and con­
sidering a variety of materials 
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is not better equipped to render judgment on the contents of 
a report than the authors themselves. 

d) This procedure would reduce the work of the committees of pre­
advice, and one would have more time to become acquainted with 
matters which still had to be formulated for Synod, if Synod 
would deal directly with the reports. 

In accord with the instruction of Classis Orange City, Synod de­
cides to appoint a committee which shall study the methods of procedure 
at synodical sessions, submit the Rules of Orderto a basic review, and 
report to the·first following Synod. (Art. 143) not 142. 

2. Regarding No.2, under I, of this report,Synod has already made 
a decision. Advice is thus superfluous. (See Art. 15,above.) 

Received as information. 

3. Regarding No.3, an instruction from Classis Sioux Center, 
reading as follows: 

"Synod review the decision taken by the Synod of' 1906, which deter­
mined what constitutes families. For this decision Acts 1906, Art.93, 
p.52. also Acts 1924, Art. 77, P.94. 

"Synod revise this decision in such a manner that point b) will 
from now one read: 'Where the husband or wife by profession of faith 
belongs to the church'." It should delete from this point the words: 
"whether by baptism or with". ("hetzi j door den doop of mede") 

"Grounds: 
(l)Deleting. these words is in harmony with the intent of the 

declaration of the Synod of 1918, point 1, concerning baptized members 
who have reached majority but do not profess their faith, that they, 
viz., become objects of ecclesiastical discipline, and by persevering 
in their sin should be excluded from the Church (see Acts 191B, Art.52, 
P. 5B and IBO,l); 

(2)It cannot be expected that a family in which only the husband 
or the wife 
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belongs to the congregation by virtue of baptism alone, will con­
tribute to the assessment for the Theol. School,Emeritus Fund, etc., 
the more so because such a husband or wife becomes an object of 
ecclesiastical discipline; 

(3)Consequently the other families must also pay the assessment 
for such families, which is not fair; or the consistories in reporting 
will not include such families, which conflicts with the stipulations 
found under point b. It 

Your Committee advises so to decide, on the grounds stated by 
Classis Sioux Center. 

So decided. 

4. Pertaining to No.4, under I, of this report, your Committee 
submits the overture in its complete form, the conclusion of which is 
found in the Agenda, Part II, p. XXXVIII. 

ItClassis Holland desires to have the following matter placed before 
Synod: 

1. His torical Review. 
A. The Synod of 1906, upon request of Classis Hudson, adopted the 

following.rule as to what constitutes a family for statistical reports: 
a) Where husband and wife are both confessing members; 
b) Where either the husband or the wife, be it by baptism or with 

profession of faith, belongs to the congregation; 
c) Where the wife, being a widow, assumes the headship of the family. 

(1) There were one or more qualifying statements proposed by 
Classis Hudson which were not adopted by Synod, 1906. 

B. Synod, 1924, Acts, page 16, adopted conclusions re this matter, 
in connection with an instruction from Classis Zeeland. 

C. Synod, 1924, Acts, Pafe 94, expressed itself in re this rule 
in connection with instructions from Classis Grand Rapids West and 
the Lamont Chr. Ref. Church. 



II. 'Judgment. 
A. There is no qualifying phrase accompanying the 

rule which in any way gives consistories the right to deviate 
from the rule at all. 

1) This is not in accordance with the ilUtonomv of the 
local church. • 

B. There is reason to helieve that not all cOllsistories 
arc reporting the numher of familil's in strict accordance 
with the rule. (Sec Acta, Synod, 1!l14, p. 16, 9, a.) 

1) This is undouhtedly due to various reasons, among 
whieh til(' following muy he lllcntioncd in COIl­
llcetioll wilh the synodical "asscsslllcnl": 
a) There arc thost' falling umler the rule in the 

local congregatiolls who do not pay the H.SS(,SS­
ments. 

1» There arc those \vho cannot pay. 
e) Among the latter class those may be figured who 

reecive financial support from the local congre­
gations. 

2) There is rt'.ason to believe that consistories nre 
using their own judgment in the matter of the num­
her of familit's reportt'd, hut not honorably so, he­
cause any deviation is a violation of the rule. 

III. l'rlilion or Ikquc .• t. 
\Ve respectfully request Synod 10 add a clause to the 

rule mentioned wht'rehy the consistories, through Classis, 
lIIay report the uumbcr of families for which Ihey con­
sd,'ntiously f('e! they may he held responsible financially 
in connection with the voriOl1S uAss<"sslnents". 

This ('ntails, of course, that tht, report mny differ from 
thnt "cporled in lilt' Y('''''houk, hut also that bull, rcpmls 
will he more honorable." 

Your Committee advises Synod not to grant this re­
quest. Grounds: 

1) Classis 1I0llalld has v;,·tually negleclt'd to molivate 
its overture. 

2) In I"uising 11)(' cOllgl'l'f,{alinnnl hudget the hcltt,l' 
situaled arc rightly expected 10 help hear the hur­
<lens of til(' It'sS fm·tullat('ly situuted. This sume 
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Christian duty holds regarding the "assessments" under conside­
ration. 

3) A change as Classis Holland suggests would very easily lead to 
undesirable irregularities. 

Adopted!_ T~e advice of the Committee . . 
5. In regard to No.5, an instruction from Classis Grand Rapids 
East, reading as follows! 

"Since there is at present no uniformity in our churches in the 
matter of installing, yes or no, reelected office-bearers, Synod 
decide in the interest of encouraging uniformity, that reinstalla­
tion is not only desirable, but proper, and this for the following 
reasons! 

a) The character of the office. The office does not reside in 
the person, but continues only as determined in the stipu­
lations; 

b) The calling to the office. Although this is most important, 
still it must be followed by installation, which means 
nothing more nor less than serving the public stipulations 
between the callint c~urch and the one called in regard to 
the task entrusted to him; 

c) The equality of the various offices in Christ's Church. The 
ministers of the Word, when they move from one to another 
congregation, must be reinstalled, because t:le previous in­
stallation is in force only as long as t e service in a spe­
cific church continues. 

Your Committee advises that Synod declare the following! 
To encourage uniformity in our churches, Synoddeclares that 

reinstallation of reelected officebearers is not only desirable, 
but also proper. Grounds! 

As presented by Classis Grand Rapids East. 
So decided. 
( See further Art. H8.) 

ARTICLE 86 

This session is closed with thanksgiving by Elder H. Van Noord • 

• , 
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FOURTEENTH SESSION, MONDAY AFTERNOON, 
JUNE 25 

ARTICLE 87 

Psalm 43:3 is sung and Rev. N.J. Monsma opens the session 
with prayer. 

ARTICLE 88 

The Minutes of the twelfth and thirteenth sessions are read 
and approved. 

ARTICLE 89 

The roll is called. All delegates are present except Elder J. 
Webber from Classis Ostfriesland and Elder A. Holstein from Classis 
Wisconsin, both owing to home situations. 

ARTICLE 90 

Synod now takes up the matter of the re-appointment 
of Prof. B. K. Kuiper (cf. Artt. 72 and 84 above). 

Th,·. r('porter of the Committee of Preadvice Oil Theo­
logical School and Calvin College reads Artt. 17 and 18 Ull­

der D of the report of the Curatorium (see Bijlage II). 

The advice of the Committee of Preadvice is as follows: 
"With regard to Arll. 17 and 18 nnder D of the Report 

of the Curators. your Committee considered this matter 
thoroughly and gave Prof. Kuiper an opportunity to ex­
press himself. He stated. however, that he preferred not 
to do so before the Committee because he intended to pre­
sent a complete and unequivocal statement to the Synod. 

Your Committee regrets to state that it feels constrained 
to recommend not to reappoint Prof. B. K. Kuiper. 
G rOLlIIds: -

a) Prof. Kuiper through his disregard of the rule of the 
school in re theater attendance and through his 
breach of promise in this matter, has lost the confi­
dence of the Curatorium under whose' supervision 
he has to labor; 

b) Prof. Kuiper has not gained the confidence of the 
Church during his two years of service at onr Sem­
inary. but on the contrary has done things which 
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tended to embarrass our consistories in their efforts 
to combat theater attendance. 

One member of theCommittee, Mr. H.J. Dornbos, desired to have 
his negative vote on the motion recorded." 

A motion is made to adopt the advice of the Committee. 

The following Statement signed by all the delegates of Classis 
Grand Rpids East is now read: 

"The delegates of Classis Grand Rapids East, according to decision 
of their Classis, must inform Synod that Classis Grand Rapids East 
has declared itself opposed to the reappointment of Prof. B.K. Kuiper. 
Leading to this declaration was a protest presented to Classis, and 
ground for this declaration lay in the result of the inquiry then begun". 

This statement is accepted as information. 

Prof. Kuiper now obtains the floor, and addresses Synod for more 
than three hours in defense of his position. (Continued in Art.97 below.) 

ARTICLE 91 

It is decided to have an evening session tomorrow evening. 

ARTICLE 92 

Psalm 25:6 is sung after which Elder A. Rodenhouse closes the 
session with thanksgiving. 

FIFTEENTH SESSION, TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 26 

ARTICLE 93 

Rev. I. Van Dellen announces Psalm 25:7 and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 94 

The Minutes of the fourteenth session are read and approved. 

ARTICLE 95 

The roll is called. Elder W.J. Van Mell fram Classis Hackensack 
and Elder C. Leenhouts from Classis Illinois are absent. 
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-- ARTICLE 96 
The report of the Committee of Preadvice on Amuse­

ments and Unions is now read by the reporter, Hev. R. B. 
Kuiper, and accepted as information. Synod decides to 
discuss it seriatim. 

AMUSEMENTS 
Material: Report of the Committee on Worldly Amuse­

ments (Agenda, Part I, pp. 4-56). 

Recommendations: 
A. Your Committee recommends that Synod thank the 

Committee on 'Vorldly Amusements for its work. 
Adopted. 

B. Your Committee suggests that Synod adopt the fol­
lowing resolutions in harmony with the recommendations 
which conclude the report of the Committee on "'orldly 
Amusements (Agendum, Part I, pp. 55, 56). 

I. Synod reminds our people of the doctrinal and eth­
ical principles which should guide the Christian in his rela­
tion to the world in general and in the matter of amuse­
ments in particular, and urges all our professors, ministers, 
eIders, and Bible-teachers to emphasize these principles in 
this age of prevailing worldliness. 

Some of the most important of these principles follow: 
1. The honor of God requires: 
a) That the Christian's amusements should at the very 

least not conflict with any commandment of God; 
b) That we and our children should be keenly aware, 

also in our amusements, of our covenant relation 
to God as His peculiar people; 

c) That the Christian shall deem it a mailer of loyalty 
to God not to further the interests of an institution 
which is manifestly an instrument of Satan for at­
tack on the Kingdom of God. 

2. From the consideration of the welfare of mall we 
conclude: 

a) That there is a legitimate place in life for such 
amusemeuts as are recreative for body and mind; 
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. b) That no phvsical recreation or' mental diversion 
should be toierated which is in any way or in any 
degree subversive of our spiritual and moral well­
being; 

c) That, even when our amusements are not spiritually 
or morally harmful, they should not be allowed to 
occupy more than a secondary, subordiuate, place 
in life. ' 

. 3. The principle of spiritual separation from the 
world: 

a) Does not imply that Christians should form separ­
ate communities or should shun all association with 
ungodly men (1 Cor: 5: 9 ff.); 

b) Forbids friendship, in distinction from fellowship, 
with evil men (James 4: 4); 

c) Requires that we shun all evil in the world; 
d) Demands a weaning away of the heart from the 

transient things of this present earthly sphere (Col. 
ossians 3: 1, 2). 

4. Christian Liberty: 
a) Consists in freedom from the power of sin; in free­

dom from the law: its curse, its demands as a condi­
tion for earning eternal life, its oppressive yoke; and 
in liberty of conscience with reference to human 
ordinances and things neither prescribed nor con­
demned, either directly or indirectly, in the Word of 
God; 

b) Is limited in its exercise by the law of love (1 Cor. 
8: 9, 13), the law of self-preservation (Matt. 18: 8, 9), 
and the law of self-denial, which often requires the 
renunciation of things in themselves lawful (Matt. 
16: 24). 

Adopted. 

II. "'hile. several practices are found in our circles 
which cannot pass the muster of these principles, and 
while all our amusements, not only theatre-attendance, 
dancing, and card-playing, should be judged in the light of 
these principles, yet Synod feels constrained, in pursuance 
of the decisions of the SYnod of 1926 in the matter of 
amusements, to call particular attention to this familiar 
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trio. It greatly deplores the increasing prevalence among 
us of these forms of amusement, urgently warns our mem­
bers against them, and further refers our people to the ma­
terial on the subject given in the report of the Committee 
on Worldly Amusements (Agendum, Part I, .pp. 31-47). 

Adopted. 

III. Synod urges all our leaders and all our people to 
pray and labor for the awakening and deepening of spiritual 
life in general, and to be keenly aware of the absolute in­
dispensability of keeping our religious life vital and power­
ful, through daily prayer, the earnest searching of the 
Scriptures, and through engaging in practical Christian 
works, which are the best antidote against worldliness. 

Adopted. 

IV. Synod exhorts all our leaders to warn unceasingly 
against the prevailing spirit and forms of worldliness in 
order that our Reformed principles in these mailers may be 
re-emphasized; insists that these warnings shall be given 
not only in the preaching, but also in our Catechism and 
Sunday School classes, in family-visitation, and in personal 
contact whenever occasion presents itself; and urges that 
these warnings shall be given also in our school-rooms. 

Adopted. 

Y. Synod reminds consistories that in nominations for 
or appointments to positions of responsibility in our 
churches, careful attention should be paid to conduct in the 
matter of amusements; and suggests that also other bodies, 
such as Boards of Christian Schools, Citv Missions, etc., 
heed this same matter in their appointments. 

Adopted. 

VI. Synod urges consistories to deal in the spirit of 
love, yet also, in view of the strong tide of worldliness which 
is threatening our churches, very firmly with all cases of 
misdemeanor and offensive conduct in the matter of amuse­
ments; and, where repeated admonitions by the consistory 
are left unheeded, to apply discipline as a last resort. 

Adopted. 

VII. Synod instructs consistories to inquire of those 
who ask to be examined previous to making public profes­
sion of their faith and partaking of the Lord's Supper as to 
their stand and conduct in the mutter of worldly amuse-
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ments, and, if it appears that they are not minded to lead 
'the life of Christian separation and consecration, not to per-
mit their puhlic profession,_ • . 

Adopted, 
C. Your Committee is of the opinion that the grounds 

on which the Committee on Worldly Amusements declined 
to carry out the instruction to suggest ways and means 
whereby our young people may be provided with whole­
some amusements, are valid, and ·recommends that Synod 
so express itself (Agenda, Part I, p. 56). 

Adopted. 
D. Your Committee suggests that Synod instruct the 

Publication Committee to publish the whole report of the 
Committee on -Worldly Amusements (Agenda, Part I, pp. 
-4-56) in De Wachter and The Banner in as many install­
ments as may be convenient. 

Adopted. 
Synod further decides that the report shall also be 

published in pamphlet form for distribution, at cost price. 

ARTICLE 97 

Synod now returns to the matter of the reappointment of Prof. 
B.K. Kuiper. (Cf. Art. 90). 

The motion of the Committee of Preadvice not to reappoint 
Prof. Kuiper is discussed in detail. (See further Art. 100.) 

ARTICLE 98 

Elder A. Vander Ark closes this session with thanksgiving. 

SIXTEENTH SESSION, TUESDAY AFTERNOON,JUNE 26 

ARTICLE 99 

Psalm 119:3 is sung and Rev. D. DeBeer leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 100 

The discussion of the motion of the Committee of Preadvice in re 
the reappointment of Prof. B.K. Kuiper is continued. 
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After all delegates, who so desire, have had the opportunity 
to express themselves, and after the professor has been given 
several opportunities to defend himself, Synod decides, without 
declaring itself on details of the grounds, which the Committee 
of Preadvice presented for its advice, to proceed to voting 
on the yes 'or no of the reappointment of Prof. B.K. Kuiper. 

Synod decides to vote by ballot. 
The result of the voting is that Prof. Kuiper is not reap­

pointed. 

ARTICLE 101 

The Committee of Preadvice in re Theological 
College is mandated to advise Synod, as soon as 
the appointment of a successor to Prof. Kui~er, 
Historical Theology. (See further Art. 109.) 

School and Calvin 
possible, in re 
in the chair of 

To give this Committee opportunity to meet, it is decided to 
meet not this evening but to have a session tomorrow evening. 

ARTICLE 102 

Rev. D.H. Kromminga announces, that he, the appointment as 
Editor-in-Chief of The Banner, and Rev.H. Keegstra, that he the 
reappointment as Editor-in-Chief of De Wachter, accept. 

Grat~ully received as information. 

ARTICLE 103 

Discussion of the report of the Committee of Preadvice in re 
Ammusements and Unions is now continued. (Cf. Art. 96.) 

The second part of this report, concerning the Unions, is 
read. by the reporter, Rev. R.B. Kuiper. Synod decides to con­
sider it seriatum: 

' . 
. "UNIONS" AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS IN THE SECULAR REALM 

The following materials were place before your Committee for 
consideration: 

1. The decision of the Synod of 1926 to postpone a final deci- . 
sion on this matter, so that 

• , 



the churches might have sufficient time to consider this question 
,......."" thoroughly (Acts, 1926, p.61) 
~'l'"~ 2. The report on this matter presented to Synod of 1926 by 

a Committee appointed in 1924 (Agenda for Synod 1926, pp.89-124). 
3. An instruction from Classis GrandRapids West that Synod add 

to the cbnOlusions of the report named under (2)certain statements 
(Agenda,' pC; XXII). 

4. A letter from the consistory of Ripon. This letter is not 
printed in the Agenda and will be read to Synod. 

5. An instruction from Classis GrandRapids West asking Synod 
to appoint a Committee to study whether "'lrhe American Federation 
of Labor" can be considered as belonging to the socalled neutral 
organ~tions (Agenda, p.XXI). 
Received as Information. 

Your Committee advises Synod as follows: 

A. That Synod accept somewhat modified the conclusions of the 
report presented to the Synod of 1926. 

I.To the question whether it is in conflict with our Christian 
principle, that members of the Church who are presently members 
of organizations in the secular realm, where th~se organizations 
are not based on a Christian foundation, and do not proceed from 
Christiatl principles, the answer should be: 

Every Christian should be considered to be at liberty to co­
operate with others in every lawful domain of society; and as a 

~ member of society he has a perfect right to help in any social 
enterprise or ,to unite with others in an organization if the evi-, 
dent aim of such enterprise is not in conflict with the general 
principles of justice as set forth in the Bible. (Agenda,1926, 
pp.1l5, 117. ) 

Accepted; 

• , 



Page 92 

II.The questions: What is the nature of the solidarity of 
the Unions and similar groups? Is each member of such a society 
responsible for the decisions and dealings of such an organiza­
tion or not? are answered as follows: 

1) A Christian who is a member of a social organization,of 
whatever nature, is duty bound faithfully to exert his in­
fluence as a Christian and to contend for reighteousness 
.and jus tic e ; 

2) By consent or silence he personally becomes fully respon­
sible for whatever is sinful in the decisions and practi­
ces of the organization to which he belongs; 

3) In order to be personally free from guilt he must with all 
seriousness protest against such practices which trangress 
the boundaries of justice, and according to ability he must 
endeavor to check the evil; and, if the organization in 
spite of his protest persists in perpetrating evil, it be­
comes his duty as a Christian to renounce his mem ership in 
such an organization (cf. Agenda, 1926, pp.118, 122). 

Accepted. 

III. To the questions: What is the task of the Church regarding 
this part of life, and, more particularly, How must the Church 
deal respecting members who find themselves facing the problems 
which a~se from the conflict in secular life, and who have joined 
one or another organization? Synod answers as follows: 

l} The Church of Christ is in duty bound through her power 
of the keys to purify herself from those who have joined 
themselves to organizations that are essentially in con­
flict with the Word of God. Such organizations are not only 
the secret societies, but also those organizations in 
the social realm which either. in their constitutions, of­
ficial propaganda, or in their common practices, reveal 
themselves as anti-Christian • 

• , 
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2) With respect to those who have joined organizations that 
essentially are not in conflict with the Word of God, .but 
in which is found much that is worthy of disapproval 
and in conflict with our Christian principles (as many 
organizations of employers and imployees), the Church 
must 'constantly be ready with instruction and reproval. . 
The Church, which always has the task of letting the light 
of God's Word shine on all areas of life , warn its mem­
bers against evil, teach right principles, and encourage 
the practice of them, ought not neglect this task in the 
area of labor, and encourage its members to find their 
strenght above all in Christian organizations. 

3) In the case of those who also are members of organiza­
tionsthat are not essentially in conflict with the Word 
of God but in which much is found that is worthy of dis­
approval and in conflict with our Christian principles, 
church discipline is to be resorted to only when it is 
evident that they are parties to and guilty of actions 
that are in conflict with the command of God. In other 
words,when the purpose of an organization is lawful 
and the organization in its constitution makes no demand 
of'its members that is in conflict with justice, the 
Church may not initiate discipline, merely because of ' 
membership in such an organization, even though it may 
be true that in such an organization, bo·th in relation to 
principle and practice, one could point our many defi­
ciencies. Here also the rule shall be applied that only 
if one is personally guilty of censurable sin shall one 
become the object of discipline. (Cf. Agenda,1926,pp. 
122,123. ) 

Accepted. 
(See further Art. 108.) 

ARTICLE 104 

The session is concluded with thanksgiving by Rev. L.P.Brink • 

• , 



SEVENTEENTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY MORNING 
JUNE 27 

ARTICLE 105 

Psalm 25:2 is sung and the session is opened with prayer by 
Elder J. Postma. 

ARTICLE 106 

The Minutes of the fifteenth and sixteenth sessions are read 
and approved. 

ARTICLE 107 

The roll is called, all delegates are present except the four 
elders previously mentioned. (Cf. Art. 89 and 95). 

ARTICLE 108 

Discussion of the Report of the Committee of Preadvice in re 
Amusements and Unions is continued (Cf. Art. 103): . 

B. In~egard to the instruction of Classis Grand Rapids West, 
reading as follows: 

"Synod add the following to the conclusions of the Report in 
re Unions (Acts 1926, pp.60-61): 

(4)Consistories allow no one in the fellowship of the church 
who is a member of an organization which exacts an oath or pro­
mise of unconditional obedience to the majority, or to the board, 
seeing that by this the Christian's duty toward God, the State, 
the Church, or the family could be placed in jeopardy. 

(5)Sytlod in the above-named points (viz.l,2,and 3,Acts 1926, 
pp. 60,6Honly indicates when a member of the church can be a 
member of a secular organization, but in doing this, it does not 
express its judgment on any existing organization, since Synod 
cannot do this: 

a)because each organization must be judged separately ac­
cording to its constitution and its official propaganda 
literature, since each organization has its own statutes. 
This is even true of the various organizations within 
the Union; 

• , 



b) because point 3,c (Acts, Report 1926) clearly in~icates 
that one can only deal officially in regard to concrete 
cases, and these have not been presented to Synod; 

c) because Synod has received no report concerning any or­
ga~ization mentioned by name, which would fall under 
point 3,a, Acts. 

(6)Every consistory is admonished to investigate the rules 
of every organization to which a member of its church 
belongs, and to be observant whether the members are ac­
complices in acts which are in conflict with the law of 
God, and if so to deal with such members according to 
ecclesiastical discipline." 

Your Committee advises to decide: 

I. Regarding point 4 Synod proceed no fUrther because the 
matter mentioned is covered by conclusion A,III,l, as modified 
by the Committee of Preadvice and accepted by Synod. 

So decided. 

II. Regarding point 5 Synod do not enter because the requested 
declara t.:i,on may be considered superfluous. --So decided • 

. .,.; III. Synod accept point 6 with the addition: "The Classes 
shall see to this as necessary." 

So decided. 

C.In connection with the close of conclusion A.III.2, the 
Committee urges Synod to appoint a Committee to consider the 
questiori as to what could be done for the reviving of chris­
tian organizations in the secular realm. It is of the opinion 
that in this way sufficient attention would be given to the 
instruction of the consistory of Ripon. 

So decided. 

D. Synod acquiesce in the instruction of Classis Grand 
Rapids West that Synod appoint a committee to investigate 
whether· the American Federation 

• , 
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of Labor can be consider4d to belong to the so-called neutral 
societies (Agenda, p. XXI). 

Grounds: 

a) The report presented to the Synod of 1926 does not answer 
this question; 

b) Concerning this question there is little clarity in our 
churches: 

c) This matter is of general interest to our churches because 
the "Federation" is found in all parts of our c oun try. 

So decided. 

Also decided to request the Committee of Pr.eadvice to translate 
the last part of this report, dealing with the Unions, into English. 
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i 
of Labor gerl'kend kan worden tot de zoogenaamde neu­
frale vereenigingen te behooren (Agenda, p. XXI). 

Gronden: 
a) Het rapport aan de Synode van 1926 voorgelegd 

geeft op deze vraag geen antwoord; 
b) Omtrent deze vraag is er weinig helderheid in onze 

kerken; 
c) Deze zaak geldt bet belang der kerken in 't alge­

meen omdat genoemde "Federation" over geheel ons 
land is verbreid. 

Al=oo besloten. 

Tevens besloten, de Commissie van Praeadvies te ver­
zoeken het laatste deel van dit rapport, handelende van de 
l-nions, in het EngeIsch te vertalen. 

ARTIKEL109 
The following supplementary report is submilled by 

the Commillee of Preadvice on Theological School and 
Calvill College (Cf. Art. 101) : 

I. In regard to the vacancy in the Seminary Chair of 
Historical Theology. - -

A. Your committee first of all discussed the question 
whether it is advisable for Synod to elecl a professor for 
this chair at this present lime. After consulting the Theo­
logical Faculty, your commillee came to the unanimous 
conclusion to advise Synod to proceed to the election of 
an incumbent for this chair. Grounds: 

1) The progress made in 1926, when in accordance 
with a synodical decision belfer justice was done 
in the mailer of doing more thorough work in the 
various departments of theological study would 
largely be lost if the chair under discussion should 
be left vacant for two years. 

2) Such makeshift arrangements as wonld be made 
necessary if Synod should not fill the vacancy at 
this present time would naturally tend to diminish 
the respect of the students and of the Church in gen­
eral for the instruction in our Seminary. 
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3) Nearly all the present facully members have but 
recently begun to teach the subjects of their de­
partment and therefore need all their available 
time to do justice to their courses. 

4) Although in a real emergency the members of the 
facully would undoubtedly be willing to take some 
extra work upon themselves, we question whether 
under the present circumstances it would be fair 
to ask of them to teach subjects in a department 
in which they have not specialized. 

-5) 'Ve fail to see that there are circumstances which 
would or might make it advantageous to wait two 
years before filling the present vacancy. 

6) 'Ye also wish to call attention to the fact that the 
physical condition of one of the professors is such 
that it would probably be out of the question for 
him to take on extra work; and that is precisely the 
one upon whom the chief burden of that extra work 
would have to fall. 

In view of the matters mentioned above your commit­
lee recommends that Synod elect a professor for the chair 
of Historical Theology who shall be expected to begin his 
duties next September. 

The recommendation of the Committee is adopted. 

B. Your committee, after consulting with the Theo­
logical Faculty, has the honor to present the following 
nomination for this chair (the names being given in the 
alphabetical order) : 

Reverend D. H. Kromminga. A. B. 
Reverend Herman Kuiper, A. B~ Theo!' Doctorandus. 
Reverpnd C. Vnn Til, Ph. D., Th.M. 
Synod decides to adopt this nomination, and to discuss 

it in executive session. 
After prayer has been offered by Rev. P. Jonker, Sr., 

imploring the guidance of God's Holy Spirit in this 
weighty matter, Synod proceeds to vote by ballot. 

The result of the election is thnt Rev. D. H. Kromminga 
is chosen as professor for the chair of Historical Theology, 
with Dr. C. Van Til as his secundus. 
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Rev. Kromminga is requested to announce his decision 
before the close of Synod. -He promises to do so, and at 
his request receives permission to absent himself from the 
sessions of Synod during the remainder of this day. 

(See Art. 128 below.) 

ARTIKELll0 
Prof. B. K. Kuiper verzoekt yerschoond te mogen wor­

den Yan bijwoning der oyerige synod ale zitlingen. Zijn 
yerzoek "'ordt toegestaan. 

ARTIKEL 111 
Dr. 1\1. J. 'Vyngaarden sluit deze zitting met dank­

zegging. 

ACHTTIENDE ZITTING, WOENSDAGNAMIDDAG, 
27 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 112 
Xadat gezongen is Psalm 105 :3, gaat Ouderling M. A. 

Posimus YO or in gelled. 

ARTIKEL 113 
Continuation of the Supplementary Report of the 

Comm. of Preadvice on Theological School and Calvin 
College (cf. Art. 109) : 

II. In regard to Art. 10 under I, D, of the report of 
the Curatorium, your Committee considered an overture 
of Classis Sioux Center on page VIn of the Agenda, Part II 
(A request to permit theological students to preach at the 
end of their first year in the Seminary). 

'Ye recommend not to accede to the request of Sioux 
_ Center: 

A. Because the arguments of Sioux Center are not 
suf!icientIy weighty to justify a change in the present . 
ruhng. 

a) "Oefening in prediking en bekendheid met de ge­
meenten" zijn geeen eerste yereischten Yoor studen­
ten die slechts een jaar theologie hebben gehad. 
De studie neemt al hun tijd en krachten in beslag. 
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b) Het is waar dat er behoefte is aan arbeid "in de 
vele kleine 'Vestersche en andere gemeenten". 
Maar indien het beter is voor de vorming onzer 
toekomstige predikanten dat zij daaraan geen deel 
nemen kan die behoefte niet zijn een behoefte aan 
"studenten arbeid". Het belang van die gemeenten 
is het belang onzer toekomstige predikanten en dus 
van de kerken in het algemeen. 

0) Deze bewering is juist; toch is het wensehelijk dat 
studen ten bij het begin van hun proponeeren in de 
gemeenten staan onder toezicht van de FacuIteit. 

d) Het spreekt vanzelf dat Grand Rapids en omgeving 
het meest profiteeren van school en college. Dit 
mag, echter, geen doorslag geven. De vraag is wat 
hct meest profijtelijk is voor onze studenten en 
voor de kerken in het algemeen. 

B. Because there is a real danger, as past experience 
proves, that students of the first year Sen;tinary, if they 
are permitted to preach during the summer vacation, wiII 

,spend too ,much time in preparing sennons before vaca­
tion begins. 

Synod decides to refer this whole matter to Cura­
tori um with power to act. 

ARTIKEL 114 
Syno~ now takes in hand the report of the Committee 

of Preadvicc in re Home Missions, Church Help and Re­
lated Matters, which is read by the reporter, Rev. J. 1\1. 
Vande Kieft : 

"ESTEEMED FATHERS ":-iD BRETH REX : 

The following matters were entrusted to your Com­
mittee for consideration and advice: 

I. Report of the General Home ,Mission Committee; 
Recommendations by this Committee. (Bijlage III.) 

'freasurer's Report of the General Home Mission Fund; 
Proposed Plan and Budget for Home Missions for 1929 
and 1930. (Bijlage III.) , 

Report XI, p. 143, in Agenda, Part II, "Rules and Re(:u­
lations for the District and for the General Home MissIOn 
Committees." 
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Overture of Classis Illinois in re the proposed Rules 
and Regulations for Home Mission work. 

Copy of Report of a Committee appointed by Classis 
Illinois to advise said Classis in regard to the proposed 
Rules and Regulations for Home Missions. 

Overtures from several Classes pertaining to Classical 
and General Home Missions as given in Agenda, Part II, 
pp. XII and XVIII. 

II. Report of the Committee of the "Holland Seamen's 
Home and Immigration Bureau". (Bijlage X!.) 

. Requests of Classes Hudson and Hackensack for con­
tinued support to the amount of $1,000 for the Seamen's 
Home and Immigration Bureau from the General Home 
Mission Fund. (Agenda, Part II, pp. XV and XV!.) 

III. Report of the Committee for Church Help (Bij­
lage VII). 

Overture of Classis California to alter the Rules and 
Regulations governing the Church Help Fund. (Agenda, 
Part II, p. XVI.) . 

Overture of Classis California to aid churches in bor­
rowing money at a reasonable and uniform rate of 
interest. (Agenda, Part II, p. XVI!.) 

Letter of the Consistory of Colton, South Dakota, re­
questing financial aid with recommendation of Classis 
Sioux Center, and advice of the Committee for Church 
Help with respect to this request attached. 

IY. Overture of Classis Illinois in re "Mission Train­
ing School" (Agenda, Part II, p. IX), with copy of explan­
atory report. . 

V. Report of the Committee on Immigration. (Bij­
lage IX.) 

VI. Overture of the Consistory of Dennis Avenue, 
Grand Rapids, in re "Star of Hope Mission". 

Received as in' ormation. 

I and II. HOME MISSIONS; SEAMEN'S HOME, etc. 

A. General Home Mission Committee report and 
recommendations. 
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Your Committee recommends: 
1. That the report of the General Home Mission Com­

.mittee be read and accepted for information ·and incor­
porated in the Acts; of Synod, likewise the report on Rules 
and Regulations given in Agenda, Part II, p. 143. (Bijlage 
III.) Report of Classis Illinois in re the proposed Rules 
and Regulations for the District and General Home Mis­
sion Committees to be read and accepted for information 
in connection with the above reports; 

11 is so decided. 

2. The report of the Committee of Classis Dlinois re­
ferred to above, together with the instruction of Classis Illi­
nois, reads as follows: 

"First of all a word regarding the history of the matter 
before us. For several years past voices have been raised 
in the Church pointing out the need of more unity and co­
operation in the work of Home Missions. This feeling finally 
culminated, in December. 1925. in the well-known Chicago 
Conference on Home Missions. At this conference certain 
proposals in the direction of greater unity and co-operation 
were tentatively accepted. And partly as a result of this 
Chicago meeting the matter came before Synod by way of 
overtures from various Classes. 

"As is well known to us 'all, the last Synod approved a 
new plan for Home Missions. involving some rather sweep­
ing changes. At the same time. it instructed the General 
.Home Mission Committee to prepare Rules and Regulations 
governing the Home Mission work of the Christian Re­
formed Church. to be laid before the Synod of 1928 for 
final approval And it is pursuant to these instructions, that 
we have before us the document on which your committee 
was asked to give advice. 

"Now these new Rules and Regulations do not differ very 
much from the plan adopted by Synod. They cover the 
same ground and in many cases use the same phraseology. 
"ith but a few minor changes here and there. Strict logic 
might seem to demand that we make a sharp distinction be­
tween the parts that are old-that have already been ac­
cepted by Synod-and the new features.in the proposal be­
fore us. \Ve can now. it will be said, advise Synod to adopt 
or reject these new features. as we see fit. But the rest al­
ready has Synodical approval, it might be argued, and we 
must abide by it. or ask Synod to rescind. 
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"That, we repeat, might seem the correct technical 
course to pursue. But Synod doesn't seem to have intended 
such a method of procedure. It instructed the General 
Home "fissions Committee to draw up Rules and Regula­
tions for final approval of the Synod of 1928. The idea 
seems to have been that the action of the last Synod was 
somewhat tentative. The Church would try out the new 
plan, and the next Synod would be called upon to give final 
approval to a permanent set of Rules and Regulations, 
drawn up by the General Committee, and in which some 
new features, born of experience and the fruit of riper 
thought; would be incorporated. 

"Hence the General Committee now comes before Synod 
with a set of Rules and Regulations, the largest part of 
which has already been adopted by Synod. And yet the 
whole thing is proposed again, proposed namely for final 
approval. 

"We as Classis will do well to follow the same idea and 
method of procedure. And instead of trying to pick out the 
few new features in this plan (a thankless task, for the new 
and old are interwoven), we do better to judge the whole 
proposal in its entirety, and to face the question whether it 
deserves final approval at the next Synod. 

"Your Committee doesn't consider it advisable that the 
proposed Rules and Regulations be given final approval at 
the Synod. Our objections, stated very briefly, are as 
follows: 

"1. The Classical Committees are mentioned onlv inci­
dentall\'. There is no clear description of their duties and 
prerogatives. The Synod decided that the Classical Com­
mittees shall function as heretofore. But no such provi-' 
sion is included in the new proposal. As far as the letter of . 
this new proposal is concerned the Classical Committees 
are almost completely pushed aside. The description given 
of the duties and authoritv of the District Committee, for 

. instance, 'arranging the work properly among the mission­
aries in the field', and 'selecting new fields of labor', also 
point in the direction of the gradual shelving of the Clas­
sical Committee. 

"2. If the intention of the new proposal is that the Clas­
sical Comm. shall, as Svnod decided, function as heretofore, 
then hoth the plan of ihe last Synod and the new proposal 
contain two conceptions of 1Iome Mission. work that can 
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impossibly be harmonized logically and will-lead to confu­
sion, overlapping of authority and misunderstanding in the 
work of Home Missions. If the Classical Comm. shall func­
tion as heretofore, then (a) all the work of Home Missions 
cannot be directed by a General Comm. as the last Synod de­
cided; and (b) the District Comm. cannot have the author­
ity to arrange the work among the missionaries, to select 
new fields, etc. 

"3. \Ve believe it is un-Reformed to give real govern­
ing authority in the work of Home ;\lissions to a District 
Comm. that. as a body, is not appointed by, nor responsible 
to one of the three governing bodies, consistory, Classis or 
Synod. Such a District COIllm. could properly function as 
an authoritative body, if we had Pro\~ncial Synods, whose 
office of authority extended over the same field as that of 
the District Com in. But as matters stand, there is no real 
governing body, consistory, Classis or Synod, that would 
have authority over the District Comm.; and yet that 
Comm., if this new plan be favorably approved, would have 
considerable authority. It could be a Board in the worst 
sense of the word. . . 

"4. A minor technical objection to the plan proposed is 
that it contains no pro\~sion for the approval by Synod of 
the members of the Gcneral Comm. They are elected by 
,the District Comm., not, it should be noted, by consistory. 
Classis or S~'Ilod, the only governing bodies in our Church­
political system. and the exercise of their authority over all 
the Home Mission work of the Church is not even made 
conditional upon s)'Ilodical approval of their appointment. 

"Finally wc ,,~sh to make a general remark regarding 
the ideal that some enthusiasts for the new plan quite 
plainly have in mind. They want a General Home Mission 
Comm. similar to the Foreign Mission Board. 'Ve believe 
this is a fundamentally wrong plan from the viewpoint of 
Reformed church polity. 

"The work of Foreign Missions is, from the very nature 
of the case, a task of the whole Church, since the field of 
labor does not lie within the territory of any particular con­
gregation or Classis. But this is not the case with Home 
Mission work. To use a concrete example: All Home Mis­
sion work within Ihe lerriton' of Classis Illinois is firsl of 
all Ihe responsibility and prerogative of Ihat Classis. It 
has a natural duty 10 perform Home :'Ilission work in its 
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own sphere. It may not. unless circumstances demand tins. 
surrender the work to the whole Church. nor may the whole 
Church take it out of its hands. That is lnerarchy. That 
is contrary to the principle of Article 30 of our Church 
Order that in major assemblies only such matters shall be 
considered whlch a minor assembly could not finish. or 
whlch belong to all the churches in common. 

"In consideration of the foregoing Classis Illinois re­
quests Synod: 

"A. To reject the proposed Rules and Regulations for 
Home Missions. Grounds,' 

(1) The Classical Committees are practically shelved; 
(2) The plan contains elements mntually contradictory. 

and will therefore lead to misunderstanding and 
confusion in practice; 

(3) It is un-Reformed to give real governing authority 
to a Board (District Comni.) which is not directly 
responsible to consistory. Classis or Synod. 

"E. To reconsider the plan adopted at last Synod. 
Grounds,' 2 and 3 above. 

"C. To adopt a new plan in whlch 
(1) The Synodical decision that the Classical Commit­

tees shall function as heretofore is not a dead letter. 
but a real fact; 

(2) The District Comm .• if such a Comm. be deemed 
necessary. be given only advisory powers (except 
Provincial Synods be instituted) ; 

(3) The members of the General Comm. shall be ap­
proved by Synod. and this Comm. be given govern­
ing authority only in the distribution of the moneys 
of the General Fund. and in those phases of Home 
Mission work that are not directly the province of 
some particular Classis." 

In regard to this matter your Committee recommends 
that Synod approve and adopt the "Rules and Regula­
tions" proposed by the General Home Missions Committee 
in its report printed in the Agenda. Part II. p. 143. with 
the following amendment to Art. 1: "The District Home 
Missions Committee shall consist Of from four (4) to six 
(6), members depending upon how many Classes are in-
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eluded in a District. The members of the Committee are 
to be chosen from the respective classical committees, 
functioning as heretofore, and these members are to 'be 
approved by Synod." 

Your Committee weighed the objections raised by 
Classis Illinois regarding the proposed Rules and Regu­
lations for Home Missions and also considered the over­
ture of said Classis requesting Synod (a) to reject the 
proposed Rules and Regulations; (b) to reconsider the 
plan adopted by the Synod of 1926, and (c) to adopt a 
new plan suggested in the overture. 

In the judgment of your Committee the present plan 
of co-ordination and co-operation in the work of Home 
Missions should not be discarded without having given 
it a fair trial. Several of the Classes overtured the pre­
viousSynod for reorganization of the Home Mission work 
along the lines of this plan and in most of the Classes it is 
already in successful operation .. It promises to bring the 
Home l\1ission work of our churches on a better hasis and 
to lead to more expedient and effective work. 

It does not "shelve" the existing classical committees 
but rather affords them added opportunity for intensi­
fying and extending their lahors. and for the mutual giv­
ing and receiving of support and advice as the need may 
be. 

Nor does it, in the view of Your Committee contain 
mutuallv contradictory elements; since the District Com­
mittees are to he composed of members of the respective 
classical committees for Home Missions. 

The objection that the members of the General Com­
mittee will lack approval by ,Synod is removed if Synod 
adds the amendment of Art. 1 as recommended by your 
Committee. 

In place of this advice of the Committee, Synod adopts 
the following: 

Synod refers the Home Missions matter including 
the instruction of Classis Illinois ana the ~c­
posed "Rules and Regulations" to a Committee to 
consider this matter and present a thorough report 
to Synod 1930. Meanwhile the Home Missions Commit­
tees shall continue to operate as in the previous 
two years. 

3. Your Committee recommends that Synod adopt 
the second recommendation of the General Home Mis-
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sions Committee anent the rescinding of the existing 
arrangements as to reimbursing Classis Pacific out of the 
General Hom~ Missions Fund, for part of its classical 
expense for travel, for the reason that these expenses do 
not directly pertain to Home Mission work. 

Adopted. 

In connection with this your Committee considered the 
overture of Classis Pacific (see Agenda, part II, p. XIV) 
callin!! attention of Synod to the fact that during the past 
year It has not received the promised aid for classical 
expenses from the General Home Mission Fund as author­
ized by synodical decision of 1920, and requesting that 
what is now in arrears be paid, and aid be continued in the 
future. 

Further, your Committee considered in this connection 
the request 'Of Classis California (cf. Agenda, Part II, p. 
XI\,), for aid in bearing the classical expense to the extent 
of fifty cents per family per classical meeting. Reason: 
due to the organization of churches upon the Indian Mis­
sion Field, the classical meetings, though held only twice 
a year, have become so expensive as to become burden­
some to the churches. The churches of California were 
assessed $1.15 per family for the expenses of the meeting 
held April 11, 1928. • .. 

Your Committee recommends 
a) That Synod grant this request and grant the same 

aid to Classis Pacific, to be paid from the synodical 
treasury; request for this aid to he made at each 
Synod if further needed; 

b) That Classis Pacific be paid fifty percent of the 
amount now in arrears, from the synodical treas­
!,ry, and that it he requested to I' a')· fifty percent 
Itself. 

Adopted. 

4. Your Committee advises ,Synod to adopt the third 
recommendation of the General Home Missions Commit­
tee recommending to our Classes that the salaries of the 
home missionaries be at least $1800.00 per annum, plus a 
home. 

Adopted. 

.. 
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5. Your Committee advises Synod to grant the re­
quest contained in the fourth recommendation, "that the 
General Home Mission Committee be no longer required 
to pay any subsidy from its treasury to the Hoboken Home 
for Sailors and Immigrants", since this. institution has' 
the privilege of appealing to the entire Church for the 
funds it needs. 

Adopted. 

In connection with the above overture your Committee 
considered the requests of Classes Hudson and Hacken­
sack for $1,000.00 from th" General Home Missions Fund 
for the Seamen's Home (cf. Agenda, Part II, pp. XV and 
XVI). and also the report of the Committee of the Holland 
Seamen's Home and Immigration Bureau. 

Your Committee recommends: 
a) That the report of the Committee of the Holland 

Seamen's Home and Immigration Bureau be read 
and accepted for information and incorporated in 
the Acta of Synod. (Bijlage XL) . 

b) That Synod again commend this cause to all our 
churches urging them to continue to support it 
with regular, annual offerings or contributions. 

c) That Synod recommend a special collection or 
extra contribution to help liquidate the debt of 
$21,000.00 on the newly acquired building as re­
quested in the report. • 

Adopted. 

6. Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the fifth 
recommendation of the General Home Missions Commit­
tee that the fiscal year of the General Home Missions Fund 
he the calend;lr ~:ear. 

Adopted. 

7. In regard to the sixth recommendation of the 
General Home Missions Committee, reading as follows: 

"Synod is requested to give a definition or wider de­
scription of the phrase of Art. 54, II, Acta 1908, (Heyns' 
"Kerkenorde" edition, 1927, p. 44) "Binnen hare grenzen"­

. (within its limits), referring to ohtaining the consent of a 
local church, when n new congregation is to be organized 
in its territory. The need is fei! of an interpretation of 
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~~(-~~ this phrase in such a way that our missionaries and Clas­
sical Home Mission Committees, to which the work of 
Church extension is committed, are not unduly handi-
capped in their efforts." -

. Your Committee recommends that Synod do not 
accede to this request because of practical difficulties 
involved in the matter in question. 

Adppted. 

8. In regard to the plan and budget for 1929 and 1930, 
as presented by the General Home Mission Committee in 
its Report (see Bijlage III), your Committee recommends 
that Synod adopt the following: 

1) In view of the decision to place the matter of the 
Home Mission work and the Rules and Regulations 
pertaining thereto in the hands of a Coinmittee 
which is to report at the next Synod, and in the 
meantime to carry on this work in accordance with 
the plan as it was adopted by the Synod of 1926 (cf. 
Acta, pages 80-84), Synod adopts and approves the 
proposed Plan and Budget for Home Missions for 
1929 and 1930 as a working basis for these years, 
since this proposed Budget also is pursuant the 
Plan which was adopted by the previous Synod. 

2) 'Vhereas it appears that there is variance among 
some of the Classes in computing the amounts 
needed for their work, and the amounts requested 
from the General Fund, Synod authorizes the Gen­
eral Commitee to make all necessary adjustments. 

3) The manner in which the money for this budget is 
to be raised, whether by separate contributions for 
Classical and General Home Missions, or bv com­
bining the two into ·a single fund, is left -to the 
judgment of the various Classes and Consistories .• 

Adopted. 

In connection with the above your Committee con­
sidered two overtures of identical contents, the one from 
Classis Orange City and the other from Classis Sioux Cen­
ter requesting more assurance that the amount promised 
by Synod from the General Fund would be forthcoming. 
(Cf. Agenda. Part II, p_ XVI.) 

Your Committee judges that bv the adoption of the 
proposed Plan and Budget for the General Home Mission 
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Fund. sufficient money.will be on hand to guarantee the 
certainty asked for in the overtures of Classes Orange 
City and Sioux Center, providing the churches live up to 
their obligations in contributing to the amount of $·1.00 
per family as called for in the Budget. 

Adopted. . 

Requests for aid from the General Home Missions 
Fund have come from four Classes, n.l. Classis California 
(ef. Agenda. XIII); Sioux Center; Muskegon; and Orange 
City (Agenda, XV). 

'These requests, and similar requests which have come 
in from other Classes for aid from the General Home 
Mission Fund, are granted on the fair and impartial ratio 
of actual needs above the contribution of $4.00 per family 
as provided for in the new plan and budget proposed by 
the General Home Missions Committee and adopted by 
Synod. 

Synod so decides. 

B. Overtures of Classes: 
1. Overture of Classis Sioux Center (cf. Agenda, Part 

II, p. XVIII) requesting Synod 85 follows: 
, .... _..... •• - ...... , •• .:1._ ....... 

,T 

Cl~l!l!il'l Sir.u:x Contor roquosts Synod, in 
view of the adoption of new rules for the Home 
Missions, to express itself regarding the fol­
lowing question: When two neighboring Classes 
decide to .cooperate in obtaining a missionary­
pastor, and delegate the implementation to its 
Mission-committees, and by these a calling church 
is selected in one of the congregations in one 
of both Classes, does the consistory of that con,­
gregation in the gathering of the Mission-commit­
tee have representation with a real vote or ad­
visory vote concerning matters in connection with 
the work of the Missionary-Pastor? 

Grounds for this request: 
(1) It concerns a specific situation; 
(2) It concerns a matter of principial sig­

nificance. 
Your Committee advises Synod to rule th~ the 

consistories of calling churches be accorded 
representation at themeetings of the Mission 
Committee by two of their memebers with one vote 
in those matters which pertain to the work of 
the missionaries which they have called. 



! 
-I 

Page 110 

Synod decides to refer this matter to the Committee which is . 
to be appointed to study the "Rules and Regulations". (Cf.A,2,above.) 

2. Overture of Classis Zeeland (cf. Agenda,Part II,p.XVII)as follows: 
Synod review the decision of Synod 1926, p.86,II, under Iv, in this 

sense, that the decision read that such congregations shall be encouraged 
to work toward uniting with each other. 

Ground: The present terminology is in conflict with Reformed church 
order, since the autonomy (independence) of local churches is denied. 

Your Committee recommends that Synod alter the wording of the resolu­
tion referred to so as to read as follows: 

"Every Classis and Home Mission District Committee shall strive to 
induce two or more small, weak and subsidized churches to combine into 
one field of labor with one minister," etc. 

Adopted. 

III. CHURCH HELP. 
A. "Rapport der Commissie Inzake Kerkhulp" (cf. 

Rapport X; Agenda, Part II, p. 139). 
1. Your Committee recommends that this report be 

received for information and incorporated in the Acta of 
Synod. (BijJage VII.) 

Adopted. 

2. Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to the 
fact that some of the Classes are contributing so little to 
the Church Help Fund while they are requesting so much 
aid from the Fund, and advises Svnod to instruct the 
Committee for Church Help to urge these Classes to 
improve this situation. 

Adopted. 

3. Your Committee advises Synod to grant the request 
of the Committee for Church Help for an extra collection 
and to recommend the same to all our churches (cf. last 
paragraph of the Report). 

Adopted. 



4. Your Committee advises Synod to revise Art. 7 of the "Rules for 
Church Help" so as to read as follows: 

"All congregations shall collect for this Fund once a year, or a 
specific amount shall be included in the congregational budget for this 
purpose. The congregations failing in this shall be reminded of their 
failure by the Committee." . 

Grounds: 
a) In many of our churches the special collections have been taken 

up in the budget: 

b) A reminder sent by the Committee to churches which neglected to 
contribute to this Fund will stimulate them to do. so. 

Adopted. 

(Continued in Art. 117.) 

ARTICLE 115 

Rev. W.Groen closes this session with thanksgiving. 

NINETEENTH SESSION,WEDNESDAY EVERNING, JUNE 27 

ARTICLE 116 

Rev. J. C,' Schaap opens the meeting. He a=ounces Psalm 119 :17, and 
leads in pr~yer. 

i 

i 

ARTICLE 117 

Continuation of discussion of the Report on Home 
Missions, Cllurell Help, and related mailers (Art. 114, 
supra) : 

5 Overture of Classis California (cf. Agenda, I~, p. 
XYl) requesting Svnod to alter the Rules and RegulatIOns 
, '~ning the Church Help Fund that instead of money 
go~eg loaned hv that Fund without interest, henceforth 
::~~ev shall he'loaned by thnt Fund at the rate of foUl' 
percent per annum. Reasolls: 

1) The Classis has learned that the Church Help Fund 
is unahle to aid promptly those churches reco!'l: 
mended by the various Classes to the Fundfor aid, 
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2) The Classis believes that this condition is due 
partly to the slowness wherewith churches that 
have aid reimburse the Fund; 

3) The above suggested alteration will serve as a.n 
incentive to laggard churches to speed up theIr 
pavments to the Fund; . 

4) The above suggested alteration will pr.ovlde an 
automatic increase in the money at the dIsposal of 
the Fund. 

Your Committee advises Synod to adhere to th~ rule 
of loaning monev from the Church Help Fund wIthout 
interest, but to aiter Art. 5 of the Rules for Church Help 
so as to read as follows: 

"Congregations owing to this Fund shall be 
notified semi-annually, and in case they do not 
fulfil their responsibility, within a year, the 
Classis shall be infoI'!1led concerning this." 

Reason: The Article in question, as it now reads, is 
too general. A semi-annual notice or statement that a 
minimum of five percent of the amount loaned from the 
Fund falls due on a certain date will definitelv remind 
consistories of their obligations in time to meet them. 

Adopted. 

6. Letter of the COlI$istory of Colton, South Dakota, 
requesting Synod for special aid from Church Help with 
endorsement of the request by Classis Sioux Center, and 
with the advice of the Committee for Church Help at- .1 
tached. 

Your Committee recommends: 
a) That the letter with attached endorsement and 

advice be read and accepted for information; 
b) That Synod concur with the action of the Commit­

tee for Church Help in not granting the request of 
Colton's Consistory for the reasons mentioned in 
the letter of the Committee. 

c) That Synod advise the Consistory of Colton, to ask 
its own Classis (Sioux Center) for a special col­
lection from the congregations in that Classis. 

d) That Synod, in view of the financial stress of the 
Colton congregation, authorize the Committee for 
Church Help to cancel the present debt of Colton 



Page 113 

with Church Help in accordance with Art. 3 
of the Rules for the Fund: "In special cases 
the Committee has the right to grant monies, 
but such a grant will require the approval 
of Synod." 
Adopted. 

7. Overture of Classis California. that Synod provide 
ways and means to enable churches estahlished in locali­
ties where our denomination is little known to borrow 
money at a reasonable and uniform rate of interest. 
(Agenda, Part II, p. XVII.) 

Reason: In communities where our denomination is 
well known our churches are able to'borrow almost any 
amount from banks and individuals at reasonable rates 
of interest, because our churches have gained a reputa­
tion for reliabilitv in financial matters. 

In other locaiities, such as Los Angeles, our denomi­
nation is merely one among the hundreds of sects that 
clutter the social life of our countrY. Churches rise and 
vanish. Financially a church is a ,bad risk. Consequently 
our churches must suffer because of the bad reputation 
gained by others. A high rate of interest must be sub­
mitted to and only a small amount in comparison with 
the value of the property can be borrowed. This natural­
ly hampers the church in providing for its buildin~ needs. 

The~efore, a denominational agency to WhICh our 
churches, not onl~' in California, but everywhere, can 
apply for loans will be a great aid in the development of 
our churches. ' 

Your Committee advises that Synod appoint a compe­
tent Committee to studv this matter, and if found feasible, 
to present a plan to th'e Synod of 1930. 

Adopted. 

IV. OVERTURE OF CLASSIS ILLINOIS IN RE "MISSION TRAIN­
ING SCHOOL" (cf. Agenda, II, p. IX), with attached copy of 
explanatory report. 

The overture is as follows: 

"Classis decides to request Synod: 

a) Synodical approbation of the Mission Training 
School in Chicago and its development into a 
"day- school" ; 
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b) That the Church accept financial responsibility for this school; 

c) That Synod advise the churches of Chicago that the school should 
be referred to Classis Illinois, in order that it can further en­
courage and regulate the cause in the name of the entire Church. 

Grounds: 
1) The need for a Training School, which requires specific Reformed 

training for our future city-missionaries as helpers. 

2) It is a matter which concernns our entire Church; 

3) Chicago is the logical place for this work in view of the abundant 
oppo~tunity for practical training; 

4) Several churches in Classis Illinois have already begun with this 
work, and it is not necessary that the entire Church be burdened 
with the practical regulation of this cause. 

Your Committee advises: 
a) That Synod appoint a Committee to -study this 

whole matter and to report to the Synod of 1930 
regarding the advisability of the Church as a whole 
assuming responsibility for this School, and if the 
Committee considers this to be advisable, then to 
present a plan stipulating the relation of the School 
to the Church and to Classis Illinois, and its relation 
to our Theological School and Calvin College. 

b) That ,Svnod recommends that the churches of 
Classes illinois and Wisconsin take up a collection 
for the maintenance of the present Mission Train­
ing School in the interval that the Committee is 
investigating and preparing its report for Synod. 

Adopted. 

V. Report of CO~DlrITEE ON bOIlGRATION. 

Your Committee recommends: 
a) That this report be read, received for information 

and incorporated in the Acta of Synod. (Bijlage 
IX.) 

b) That Synod discontinue this Committee, at its own 
request, and for the reasons given in its report. 
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c) That Svnod thank the Committee for its work, hold­
ing especially in grateful remembrance the zeal 
and activities in former vears of its secretarv, the 
Rev. P. J. Hoekenga, wh"o was so suddenly 'taken 
out of the midst of his manifold labors in God's 
kingdom upon earth into the kingdom of glory. • 

Adopted. 

VI. OVERTURE OF THE COXSISTORY OF DENNIS AVENUE. 
GRJ\ND RAPIDS. MICH .. IN RE STAR OF HOPE MISSION. This 
overture was presen ted at the May session of Classis 
Grand Rapids East with request that Classis endorse it 
and send it through to Synod. Classis decided not to do 
so, and the Consistory sent its overture to Synod as its 
own. This accounts for its coming too late to appear in 
the Agenda. 

Your Committee advises that .Synod do not reconsider 
the decision of Synod, 1924. in re The Star of Hope 
Mission (cf. Acta, p. 108) since the overture of Dennis 
Avenue adduces no good reasons why Synod should 
change its former decision, which decision is not to be 
construed as a prohibition but as synodical advice to our 
churches not to support this Mission. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 118 
Synod now continues the discussion of the Report of 

the Committee of Preadvice on Protests and Varia (cf. 
Art. 85) : 

6. In regard to an instruction of Classis California: 
Classis heartily endorses the following invitation to the 

Synod: "The Consistory of Rehoboth extends a hearty invi­
tation to the Synod of 1930 to meet at Rehoboth, New Mex­
ico," The reasons why the Classis endorses this request are: 

(1) Very low railroad fares can be obtained via the 
Santa Fe from Chicago to the mission field; 

(2) The entertainment of the delegates can be very eco­
nomicallyarranged; 

(3) A synodical meeting at Rehoboth would awaken a 
very keen interest in the missionary activities 
among the Indians. 
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Your Committee advises Synod to thank the Consistory of Rehoboth 
for its kind invitation, but furthermore that Synod inform said Con­
sistory that it does not see its way clear for accepting the invitation. 

Grounds: 
a) Were the Synod to meet at Rehoboth, expenses would be considerably 

higher than they ordinarily are: 
b) For most delegates it would involve an extra week of travel. 
Adopted. 
Your Committee judges that the next Synod should meet in the building 

of our Theological School and Calvin College, and advises,that Synod 
request the Consistory of Neland Avenue, Grand Rapids, Michigan, to con­
vene the next Synod. 

So decided. 

7.Regarding the instruction from Classis Orange City: 

Synod consider once again the desirability of reviewing the questions 
in use atthe time of public profession of faith in the congregations, 
and indeed in the spirit of the proposal of the Committee which reported 
on this matter at the last Synod. Grounds: 

a) The questions proposed by the Committee really belong in the 
consistorial interrogation before one is granted permission to 
make a public profession; 

b) The questions now in use require as an answer a mere historical 
faith, since no confession is demanded concerning personal know­
ledge of misery, salvation and gratitude. Especially in our time 
it is necessary to emphasize that the consciousness and confession 
of sin and misery not be weakened. 

Your Committee advises that Synod act in agreement with this in­
struction.The Questions for Profession of Faith were tabled by the 
last Synod. (Acts, 1926, p.74). It is thus very natural that this important 
matter be further considered. 
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So decided, and referred to the Committee of Preadvice to serve Srnod 
with advice regarding this. 

(See further Art. 145.) 

8. Regarding the instruction of Classis Pella in the matter of a 
mutual fire-insurance (see Agenda,Part II, pp.XLI and XLII), your Com­
mittee refers Synod to the decision on this matter as found in Acts of 
Synod,1922, under XXIv,p.80. Further your Committee advises Synod not to 
enter into this matter. 

Grounds: 
a) Although Classis Pella considered several of the difficulties, . 

stated in Acts, 1922, and attempted to minimize them, yet progress! 
would be impeded by various difficulties; 

b) Also there are mutual companies, which insure church properties 
at very reasonable rates. 

Accepted. 

9·A protest of Br. J. Waterlander against Classis Illinois in the 
matter of the consistory standing, yes or no, during the congregational "\ 
prayer. The material is legally here and will be read. 

Regarding this protest your Committee advises Synod not to acquiesce. 

Grounds: 

a) Nowhere does Holy Scripture give us direction in this matter. 

b) As Classis Illinois correctly presented to the brother, a fun­
damental principle or article of the Church Order is not being 
disregarded by the consistory of Roseland_II, and answering the 
question as to whether a consistory shall stand or sit during 
the congregational prayer, h~s always, among us, been left to 
the consistory. 

Accepted. 

(See further Art. 123.) 

ARTICLE 119 

Rev. E. Boeve concludes this session with prayer. 
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TWENTIETH SESSION, THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 28 

ARTICLE 120 

Psalm 119:3 is sung, and Rev. A. Folkema leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 121 

The Acts of the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth session 
are read and approved. 

ARTICLE 122 

The President calls the roll. All are present except the four 
elders previously mentioned. (cf. Artt. 89 and 95). 

ARTICLE 123 
• Consideration of the reif'of the Committee of Preadvice in re 

Protests and Appeals is continued: 
10, A request of the Consistory of North Street Zeeland. The 

material is legally here and will be read. 
Zeeland, North Street, requests that Rev. oR. Kamps be given the 

opportunity ro plead and defend his case, which has repeatedly been 
before Synod. ";' 

Your Committee advises Synod to"approve this request, since the 
grounds presented by the Consistory of Zeeland, North Street, are not 
adquate. 

a) As to ground 1, "Because Rev. Kamps claims that his case has 
been from the beginning dealt with wrongly, and therefore, has 
been led in a wrong direction," your Committee notices that, 
slthough it may be true that the case of Rev. Kamps at the be­
ginning was not proceeding in the right area, yet the fact re­
mains that the Synod of 1922 appointed a committee of two, which 
with Classis Ostfriesland was to study the case of Rev. Kamps. 
(See Acts, Synod 1922, p.63.)This Committee presented its re­
port to the Synod of 1924, and this report shows that the case 
Kamps was investigated in loco and further that Classis Ost­
friesland had not dealt wrongly, 
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b) As to Ground 2, "Because the brother claims that he has never been, 
granted the opportunity, neither before a Committee, nor at Synod, 
to discuss his case," it appears to your Committee that the brothe~ 
both in 1918, and in 1920 (See Acts, 1918, and Acts, 1920) appeared 
before the Committee of Preadvice, even though very briefly. Also 
Rev. Kamps acknowledges that one of the members of the Committee 
appointed by the Synod of 1922 for his case, conversed with Rev • 

. Kamps. 
c) As to Ground 3, Because the consistory is of the opinion, that it 

is only right and just, that in every case, when someone believes 
he has been treated unfairly, he should be given the opportunity to 
defend himself and be granted a hearing," your Committee states 
that this is simply an explication of ground 2. 

Concerning the case of brother Kamps your Committee also informs Synod 
that the Committee appointed by theSynod of 1922 for the Kamps case, was 
also instructed to investigate, withClassis Ostfriesland, "the precise 
status of Rev. Kamps". 

This Committee reported to the Synod of 1924, among other things, the 
following: "Where this occurred, namely, that he was granted emeritation, 
Rev. Kamps is in this relationship to the Church, that the request ofClas­
sis Ostfriesland for the emeritation of Rev. Kamps is presently before 
Synod for approbation". (::;ee report.) 

"The last paragraph gives an answer to the question- what is the status 
of Rev. Kamps. He is a minister "in good standing" for whom upon the 
ground of the above, Synod is requested to approve emeritation." 

According to the Acts, the Synod 1924 did not deal with this request 
of Classis Ostfriesland. The Synod refused to weigh the request. 

The advice of the Committee is accepted. 

In connection wit the last information of the Committee, Synod decides 
to instruct the Committee of Preadvice to initiate an inquiry re the 
status of Rev. Kamps. (See Art.l&&.) (N.B .cf. 147) 
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11.Materials concerning the Sioux Center case. 
a) Report of the Committee appointed by the Synod of 1926. (Agenda, 

Paro II, p. 146). Weighing the present state of matters atSioux 
Center, your Committee advises Synod that it accept as information 
the report of the Committee appointed by theSynod of 1926 and thank 
the Committee for its labors. 

so decided. 

b) Information and requests from the consistory of Sioux Center I. 

c) An explanatory statement from the consistory of Sioux II. 

1) Regarding the materials band c your Committee advises Synod 
first of all to declare that they are legally here since these 
documents from Consistories are here as answers to decisions 
made by the previous Synod. 

2) Secondly your Committee advises Synod to accept the materials 
band c under 12 (N.B.should be 11.) as information. 

So decided. 

3) From these materials it is evident that conditions in Sioux 
Center during the past two years have been very sad. And also the 
present situation causes sorrow. Indeed, the situation in Sioux 
Center should lead us to humiliation before our high and holy God. 
But also it is a cause for rejOicing that there is a certain measure 
of drawing together. There is even talk of reuniting. How a re­
union at Sioux Center would fill many a brother and sister with 
praise and thankfulness to God. 

While carefully weighing this very desirable and God-willed 
drawing together, your Committee deems it advisable, that Synod 
not enter into the various matters related in the documents. 
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The following decision is made: 
Synod, having heard the advice of the Committee of Preadvice, 

declares that it applauds the efforts of the so-called voluntary 
Committee toward reuniting both congregations .. at Sioux Center; and 
further that it refers the First Congregation of Sioux Center to 
Classis Sioux Center and the Committee for Church Help, in case the 
efforts of the so-called voluntary Committee should not attain the 
hoped for results. 

(See further Art. 126.) 

ARTICLE 124 

Elder J. Vander Ploeg closes with thanksgiving. 

TWENTY-FIRST SESSION, THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 28 

ARTICLE 125 

This session is opened by Rev. Z.J. Sherda. He announces Psalm 119:83 
and.leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 126 

Continuation of Protests and Varia (cf. Art. 123): 

12. Materials concerning the Edgerton case: 

a) Protest of the consistory of Edgerton, Minn., against the Synod 
of 1926. This material will be read. 

b) A letter from Theo. Hanenburg, addressed to Synod. This letter 
will be read. 

c) ~uotations from the Minutes of the fall meeting of Classis 
Orange City re this case. This material was given to your 
Committee as explanatory. 

d) A letter from J. Faber, Leota, Minn.The brother sent a letter 
to Dr. Beets, seemingly a protest., and which was at the fall 
meeting of Classis Orange City. The Classis gave the brother 
an answer. This item is, neither as to the address, nor as to 
its content, a protest at this Synod. Your Committee has there­
fore viewed it as an explanatory letter. 
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Your Committee advises that these materials be accepted as 
information. 
So decided. 

Your Committee advises Synod to reject this protest of the 
Consistory of Edgerton, Minn. Grounds: 

l)Edgerton's first ground for its protest, asserting that Hanenburg's 
protest came to Synod in a rather strange and unusual manner, with 
the result that the Consistory was not fully ready to present the 
necessary explanations, is in our opinion, wholly inadequate: 
a) True, the protest of Hanenburg to the Synod of 1926, was pre­

sented to the Stated Clerk late, but nevertheless, it was legally 
here: 

b) The claim as if Edgerton's consistory had never seen the protest 
itself, does not quite ring true, since Hanenburg on February 16, 
1926, forwarded a copy of a protest to Classis Orange City. In 
this protest the brother said that in case he did not receive 
satisfaction from the Classis, "then I will again go to Synod" .•• 
and further ••• "and request Classis to forward it". 

2)Edgerton's second ground, asserting that the report of the Com­
mittee of Preadvice suffers from incompleteness and an improper 
presentation of the case, and thus more or less has become mis­
leading and onesided, and following what is mentioned in ground 1, 
is in the judgment of your Committee, of no interest in connection 
with the matter against which Edgerton's consistory now protests. 
Surely Edgerton's Consistory is protesting against the decision of 
the previous Synod as found on p.100 below nd p. 101 above. The 
matters now added under ground 2, do not deal with confession and 
announcement. 

3)The third ground of Edgerton is that the decision of Synod 1926 is 
contradictory, i.e., the revoking 
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of the announcment would conflict with the conception of Classis and 
Consistory. And the advice of Synod that the Consistory of Edgerton 
announce what Hanenburg confessed and further leave the case in statu 
quo, would be contradictory since the brother later said the confession 
was "coerced". 

Also we would remark, that synodical decisions or advices, of ten 
are in conflict with decisions of Consistories or Classes, and also, 
that it will be difficult for Synod to judge whether the brother in 
his confession, renounced his vengeful expression, yes or no. Moreover, 
if Edgerton's Consistory was convinced that the brother had gone too 
far in this, it could have warned him again concerning this matter. 

The advice of the Committee is accepted. 

Synod further advises brother Hanenburg that since he has heard 
the decision of Synod concerning the materials, he no longer demand 
that the Edgerton Consistory carry out that decision, since he himself 
now lives in Grand Rapids and surely would not care to see any new 
trouble in the congregation at Edgerton. 

with 
East 

13. Last of all, your Committee was also charged 
advice concerning the requests for aid which came 
Relief and the Gideons. (Cf. Art. 45.) 

to serve Synod 
from the Near 

a) Whereas the representative of the Near East Relief informed 
Synod that the offices for the receipt of money for this cause 
will close in July, 1929, your Committee advises Synod to re­
commend this cause to ourchu~ches for one more collection. 

Adopted. 

b) Your Committee further advises that the Gideons be placed on 
the approved list for collections in our churches. 

Adopted. 
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The following letter is read by the clerk: 

To the Synod of the Chr.Ref. Church, assembled at Holland, Mich., 
June, 1928. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-

I am deeply appreciative of the honor bestowed upon me by your 
recent decision in re the re-appointment of the incumbent of the 
chair of N. T. Exegetical Theology. 

I hereby gratefully accept said re-appointment. May the indis­
pensable blessing of God rest upon this decision. 

Received as information. 

ARTICLE 128 

Your Brother in Christ, 
Henry Schultze. 

The following letter is received from Rev. D.H. Kromminga: 

Honorable Synod:-

Regarding my appointment as professor in historical theology at 
the seminary of our Churches I wish to repeat my deeply felt thanks 
for the honor and trust this gathering has shown me. After conside­
ration with my consistory I have come to the decision to accept the 
appointment. May I inview of the responsibility and the labor involved, 
ask for the prayers of the brethren. 

D.H. Kromminga. 
Accepted as information. 

The Chairman declares that Synod rejoices in this decision, and 
wishes the newly appointed professor God's help and blessing in his 
weighty task at our Theological School. 

Rev. Kromminga requests to be relieved of the Editoship of 
The Banner. (Cf. Art. 102.) 

Synod grants his request and charges the Committee of Preadvice 
for publication matters to serve Synod with a nomination for the 
Editorship of this paper. (See further Art. 139.) 
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ARTICTE 129

,[i' The fo].lowing report is now presented by the Corrunittee for Publi-

cation .;atril;Etioii, n"o. N.J. llonsma reporter:

HONORABLE FATHffiS AND BRETHRAN:

SincotheCorrgrritteeforProtestsand.Variahad..toomuctrwork,one
matter, which had some ".*iri".tions;';.;;lacea 

in thehands of a com-

nittee, ii-t'lrAii-tit"i-it mlght report on this one matter'

This matter is two-fold:

a) Protests against decisions made by the Synod of 1926'

b)ProtestagainsttheconsistoryofCentralAve.Holland.;and
also agaiist Classis Holland''

I Concerning point ua" (protest vs' synod'ical doci-sions' l-926l- '
th;;;- are"tive items bofore Synodi 

o{

1. Notification of the brethron H.H. snieders asrd H' Ten Broeke to

the statod clerk of synod, tha; iii"v plan to protost against the synod

of 1925 to the SYnod' of 192U'

(i":i,Pdl#"i"ll;*'";ul';rt;l;*"t:%:"13:';*3i^??o;nl;n"ll"";3?';iokl;.rai

t
w

t
u
l_

G

c
t
e

c

3, protest No. 2, vs. Acts of Synod , !926, P' 200'II, and pp' 2fr4-ZO6'I1;,

h. protest No, 3, vs. Acts of Synod, !926, p.200,III, and pp'to5-297'Ilii
i

5. Protest No. !. vs. Acts of Synod', 1926' p' 200'v'

Accepted. as information'

ancl pP .207 -211 
'V 

.

can onlY directYour
and 207, where there

i

attenbtti
isa 

i
To get this matenial in hand' your Connnittee

to the Acts of 
-s-y11;4,- igzl, PP: 2ot, 204' 206'

brief itescription of these matters

Your Cornnlttee has considened this matter at length and in.great d'e-

tail and ad...vises Synod to a"ciaoui-tft" Synod cannot enter into the

above named. mattors, and ttrus-cannot granl-ttt" request of the pnotestants,
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to reconsid.er the d.ecisions of the synod' of ]-926 and' the alread'y d'oalt
ritft protests, and for the following reasons!

1. Sincu tnu-p"oiestants d.c not [ave the right-.of protest accord'ing

to Article 31 , C.O. In this a"ticf" it is stat6d trwhalover may be agreed'

upon by a naJority vote shal1 be considored settled and bind'ing'rr There

is in.eea,aaji-t"ttirlili''l"rs it bo proved. to conflict with the !{ond. of
God. or with the Articlos of-ttre-Cfrurcl Ordorr 8s long as they a3e not
changed. by a Cen"rrf Synodrtt tut exactly these pr"oofi-are not found' in
the materials of the protostants. The g"or*d"-}bon whichitems 213 and 11

aro based, are stated. in a p*"ft"", jolned to item I, and whictr road's

as follows:trThe grounds of this request are:
l.Ths.t th; SVnoJ-oi ;'9i6 doalt with only a small.lart of our

and. theref6re d.1d not d.o justice to ou:r protgsll..
2. The unterr"ur" groundlrpo" which the syn-od of l-926 d'ecided

support our Protests
3.ftt;'exptanation of Classis l{olland to Synod as-an-answer to our
--prot"rir is in many respects incorrect and misleadi-ng.
4.h[r;-"otpo*ise pnelented as a final effort !y Rev' -E1nink to es-
- cape fti's aaverslries, does not d'eprive us of the right to dqnand

of Consisto#-;a-crir"i" that thi prg-nciple be enrployed for which
the si-gnaturo was given

5.Cia"rii ifoffand. hai never attempted to b:ring ?P""-t a reconciliation
behueen the respective parties tut as we see it, had' only one.pur-
pose, namely, fit" separltion of Rev. Einink fnom tris congregatigg.'

g.ffrat the Synoa "i lgbe did not devote enouglr time^for dealing with- ;G protests, *tt.i"tt-first appeaned at the close of the sessions,
while the numUen of delegatl-s pnesent was far from complote, a}d the
6ecision noC to support 5rr" po-otosts was obtaineil by a sri:lr rnaJority
ofhor"5.

pr"otes ts

not to
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The material itself, namely, Protest No.1, is a further expla­
nation of these grounds. But also this further explanation does not 
provide proof, that the brethren have the ecclesiastical right of 
protest. Indeed it is repeatedly stated that it is not possible to 
abidfe by the specific decisions, and also that sin has been committed 
against Scripture and C.O., but these charges are based on their own 
explanations of the matte~ that Synod of 1926 declared as being untrue 
or interpreted quite differently. 

2.While, where the protestants in the named grounds, ground 1 and 
ground 6, express the thought that the Synod of 1926 gave faulty and 
insufficient attention to their protests, this charge is not supported 
by the Synod, because the Acts of Synod 1926 do not provide proof for 
this, but actually the contrary is true, and even .though a decision was 
passed by a majority of 4 or 5, this decision is completely lawful and 
thus binding. 

The advice of the Committee is accepted. 

II Concerning point "b" (Protest of H.H.Snieders against the Consis­
tory of Central Avenue, Holland, and against Classis Holland), there are 
three matters at Synod: 

1. The protest of Brother Snieders, including also a copy of his pro­
test against the Consistory; a copy of his protest against theClassis; 
and also his charge regarding theclasical decisions in this matter. 

2. Report of the Committee of Classis Holland in rethe protest os 
H.H. Snieders against the Consistory of Central Avenue. 

3. "Postscript" by Brother Snieders addressed to Synod, and containing 
a copy of the decision of Classis in this and once again a charge by 
Brother Snieders. 

Elucidation of the Case: 

Brother Snieders accused Brother Js. Baraman, a dezcon in the con­
gregation of Central Avenue, even before the Synod of 1926, of sinning 
against the 9th commandment. This accusation was then also considered 
in connection with the protests of Brother Snieders. The Synod of 1926 
decided in this: "The alleged lie is unproved, since 
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there is no agreement as to the accusation which was denied (Acts, 
p.209), and it decided further: "The Synod would, therefore, earnestly 
counsel the protestants as well as all other parties concerned, to en­
deavor to keep theunity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." (Acts,1926, 
p. 211.) Following this the Consistory in the autumn of 1926 demanded 
of Brother Snieders that he drop this charge. His co-protestants did 
this and soon after dropped their charge. However Brother Snieders re­
fused to do this since he was not in agreement with the decisions of 
the Synod of 1926. The Consistory now placed him under censure. Brother 
Snieders protested against this censure to the Consistory, but without 
the desired result desired by him. Thereupanhe appealed to Classis 
which had the matter investigated by a Committee,and after having received 
the report of that Committee decided: 

"1. That the Consistory of Central Avenue had legal reasons to deny 
brother Snieders admittance to Communion as long as he continued 
in his unreconciled attitude. 

2. That the fact that Brother Snieders had appealed several times 
to Synod, did not invalidate this censure, while it goes without 
saying, that as long as the brother nurses his accusations against 
the Consistory and specifically against the particular office­
bearer, he cannot possibly be admitted to Communion . 

. 3. That whereas brother Snieders has appealed to Synod several times, 
the Consistory of Central Avenue should postpone increase of cen­
sure, until the Synod has made another declaration in this case," 

But also with this classical decision Brother Snieders is not satis­
fied and thus he now comes to Synod with protest against Consistory and 
Classis, seemingly with the request, that Synod will justify him, and order 
that the censure be lifted. 
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Advice of the Committee: 
Your Committee, having investigated all the materials concerning 

this case, advises Synod to declare: 

Considering: 

a) That Brother Snieders presents and continues to present an 
accusation against an officebearer, concerning which accusation 
the Synod of 1926 already declared that this cannot be proved; 

b) That the Synod of 1926 at the conclusion of its declarations re­
garding this entire protest, earnestly warned all the concerned 
parties to strive to maintain the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace; and 

c) That whereas Brother Snieders does no·t submit to the synodical 
decision, and seemingly pays no attention to synodical advice, and 
thus remains obstinate; 

Decides, that the Consistory of Central Avenue had valid reasons 
for censuring Brother Snieders, and Classis Holland dealt justly in 
supporting the Consistory in this, and therefore Brother Snieders has 
no valid ground for protest, and now the Synod earnestly urges him to 
drop the accusation which he presents against deacon Js. Bareman, since 
this according to the decision of Synod of 1926 is not provable; and 
further exhorts hi;m to leave the matter to Him, who knows all hearts 
and proves the reins, and finally judges righteously. 

Th'e advice of the Committee is accepted. 

Revs. R.B. Kuiper and J.W. Brink state that they wish to have it noted 
in the Acts that they cannot agree with this decision of Synod. 

Accepted as information. 

The following protest is presented: 

"The undersigned feels the need to protest against the decision of 
Synod in pe br.Snieder's protests: 
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Because: 

a) The elucidation does not give satisfactory light on the case 
in question and also is not in all details complete; 

b) Proof is lacking that br. Bareman in all parts of the well-known 
"statement" spoke the truth, the whole truth; 

c) One of the other brethren, first in the spring of 1927 fropped 
the matter after a Classical Committee for the case had dealt 
with the respective parties. 

K. W. Fortuin." 
Received for information. 

Also the following protest is presented: 

"The undersigned feels himself in duty bound to protest against 
the action of Synod in re the censure case of H.H. Snieders. Grounds: 

(1) The explanation of the case by the Committee of Preadvice is 
insufficient, and, in places, it is inexact; 

(2) The allegation that br. Snieder's accusation is without ground 
is unrpved; 

(3) The ground for censure, viz. that br.Snieders 'the accusation •.• 
against br. Bareman •••• did not want to retract' is an unworthy 
and untenable ground for censure under the circumstances. 

J.De Haan, Jr." 

Received as information. 

ARTICLE 130 

Elder J. Kamstra concludes this session with thanksgiving. 

TWENTY-SECOND SESSION, TffiJRSDAY EVENING, JUNE 28 

ARTICLE 131 

After Psalm 86:6 is sung, Rev. J. DeJong opens this session with prayer. 

ARTICLE 132 

The report of the Qammittee of Preadvice in re Church Order and 
Emeriti matters is no~ taken up. Rev. A. Wassing reporter: 
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I Report of the Deputies for Examination. 
The following deputies report their attendance at classical exami­

nations, and admittance to the service of the Word and Sacraments: 
Rev. D. Hollebeek, M. Monsma, and T. VanderArk, the colloquim doctum 
of Rev. H.M. Gerdes; Revs. J.H. Beld, D. Hollebeek, and J. Haveman, 
the examination of candidate J. Rozendaal; Revs. J.Bruinooge, E.J. 
Krohne,and L. Veltkamp the examination of candidate P. Steen; Dr. Y.P. 
De Jong, Revs. J.Bruinooge and C. De Leeuw, the examination of can-
didates B.J. Danhof and J. Vande Kieft; Rev. T. Vander Ark, J. De Jon~, 
and D.H. Muyskens, the examination of candidate P. Hoekstra; Rev. D. 
Hollebeek, J.H.Beld, and A. Wassink, the examination of candidate A.H. 
Kort; Revs. D. Hollebeek, J.H. Beld, and M. Monsma, the examination of 
candidate J. Van Dyke; Rev. T. Vander Ark, R. Bolt, and.F. Schuurmann 
the examination of candidate Ehlers; Revs. T. Ander Ark and D. Hollebeek, 
the examination of candidate Rubingh; Revs. E.j. Krohne and J.L. Heeres, 
the examination of candidates Holtrop and Arnoys;Revs. J.L Heeres, J. 
bruinooge, and Y.P. De Jong, the examination of candidate Hendriksen; 
Revs. J.Bruinooge and K. Bergsma, the colloqium of brother Danhof; Revs. 
K. Bergsma, J.Bruinooge and Y.P.De Jong, the examination of candidates 
C. Van Til and J. Schaver; Revs. R. Bolt, J. Haveman, and A.Wassink, the 
examination of candidate Wierenga; Revs. J.Bruinooge, J.L. Heeres, andj 
E.J. Krohne, the examination of candidate H. Vande Kieft; Revs. J.L.Heeres! 
and Y.P.De Jong, the examination of candidate Bruinooge; Revs. C. De . 
Leeuw and E.J. Krohne, the examination of candidate R.J. Frens;Revs. J.L. 
Heeres, L.J. Lamberts, and E.J. Krohne, the examination of candidate , 
Jabaay; Revs. L. Veltkamp, E.J. Krohne, and H.J.Kuiper, the examination ofl 
candidate Van Dyken; Revs. J.Bruinooge, J.L.Heeres, and M. Van Vessem, I 
the examination of candidate N. De Vries; Revs. J. Bruinooge, Y.P.De Jong, I 
and E.J. Krohne, the examination of candidate J. R. Kamps. Revs. E.J. Kroh~ 
J. Bruinooge, and Y.P. De Jong report their advice re the deposition of i 
Rev. D. Jonker. A report was received from Classis Wisconsin that the 
deputy of Classis Holland failed to appear. 

Approved and received for information. 
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\',,/ II An Instruction from Classis GrandRapids East which reads as 
follows: 

"Classis overtures Synod to modify that question inrules governing 
church visitation which is asked of the minister and elders in the 
absence of the deacons referring to the counting of collections in such 
a way as to read: "Are the collections counted by the deacons, jointly, 
or where there are vert. few deacons, in the presence of the pastor or one 
or more of the elders?' Grounds: 

a) There is sufficient warrant for the proper care of the moneys, if 
counted in the presence of all the deacons; 

b) The elders have so many duties that, in many instances, this addi­
tional work becomes burdensome." 

Your Committee advises Synod so to decide upon the grounds given by 
Classis GrandRapids, East. 

Accepted. 

III. A request from brother J. Monsma, Sr., forwarded by Classis Grand 
Rapids East, reading as follows: 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, Holland; Mich., 1928: 

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:-

Undersigned, a member of the First Christian Reformed Congregation in 
GrandRapids, Mich., asks your attention re the followirg questions: 

Undersigned requests Synod, for the sake of Covenantal principle, and to 
guard theholiness of the sacrament of Holy Baptism, and to gain unity of 
practice inour churches, to declare itself definitely against the baptism 
of children who cannot be looked upon as covenant children in the third or 
fourth generation. 

From the Acts of Synod of 1910 it appears to us that the Synod of1908 
appointed a Committee which was to report to the Synod of 1910 regarding 
the baptism of foundlings. This Committee produced a report in two parts. 
Under "A" it attempted to present grounds indicating that also children 
born outside the Covenant may be baptized, and under "B" it proves the 
opposite. According to the Acts of Synod 1910, p.60, below, "Synod decides 
not to enter into the conclusion of the report:. Neither did it enter into 
the argumentation, named in "A". The Synod thus, as we view it, ms.de no 
declaration. 
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We want to urge that it express itself. In the latter years, under 
the revival of Reformed principles, also in this matter sufficient 
light has been shed so that we need no longer grope in the dark. Men such 
as Dr. A. Kuyper, Sr., and Dr. B. Wielenga, and many more, have in 
E.Voto and in Ons Doopsformulier and other works, shown us the way. 

We therefore want to urgeyou earnestly, Esteemed Synod, to move toward 
a decision in this, so that the Holy Sacraments, will also be kept holy 
by us, and that in the adminstration of them there may be uniformity in 
our ecclesiastical life. 

May the leading and illumination of the Holy Spirit be granted in 
all your labors. 

Wi th respec t and fraternal greeting: 

745 Delaware St.,S.E.,Grand Rapids, Mich. Yours, J. Monsma, Sr. 

Classis GrandRapids East sends this letter through to Synod without ! 
expressing itself upon the views of brother Monsma, but requests Synod I 
to make a definite ruling in this matter, so that there may be unoformity.'! 

Your Committee advises Synod to appoint a Committee for this matter, i 
to study it and provide the next Synod with a thorough and detailed advicej 
Grounds: ! 

(1) From the Acts of 1910 it appears that in this no declaration 
was made; 

(2) Uniformity of practice in this is very desirable. 
(Art. 142.) (N.B.should be 143,25) 

So decided. 

IV. Instruction from Claasis GrandRapids West in re the Divorce­
question: 

"Classis overtures Synod not to delay final action in reference 
to the Divorce-question longer than 1928, since there is a concrete 
case demanding action." 

The report of the Committee for this matter is read and accepted 
as information by Synod. (cf. Agenda, Part I, p. 127). 

Your Committee advises Synod to declare the following: 
a)Seeing that the Committee ad hoc is not yet ready with its report, 

Synod cannot at the present time 
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make a final decision, as GrandRapids West requests; 
b) Synod expresses its regret regarding the fact that the Committee is 

not yet ready with the practical question, since this was the reason 
for its appointment, and urges theCommittee to limit itself to this, 
and do everything possible so that the Synod of 1930 can make a final 
decision; 

c) The Committeeshould be augmented by Synod in ha;rmony with the de­
cision of 1926 (Acts, p.54,c.). 

So decided. 

V. Instruction from Classis Ostfriesland. 
"The Classis requests Synod to decide that henceforth a nomination of 
a consistory, on which thename or names of a minister or ministers of 
a church other than the Chr. Ref. appears, such a nomination shall 
have not only the approbation of the Counsellor but also of the neigh­
boring Deputies ad Examina. 
Grounds: 

(1) It frequently happens that consistories nominate from other 
Churches, which at ti-mes puts the Counsellor in an embarrassing 
situation. (Concrete instances have already occurred.) . 

(2) If the Deputies ad Examina must also give their approbation, the 
responsibility of the Counsellor would be lightened. 

(3) In this way the danger would not be so great, that - should a 
congregation call a minister from another church, and he also 
accepts - such a minister would have to be refused. (We here re­
call the history of Rev. Van Houten in Classis Hackensack.-See 
Acts of Synod, 1906, p.25.) 

(4) This is in harmony with other situations in which the Church 
Order requires the cooperation of the Deputies ad Examina. 
(see Art. 4,11,and 79)." 

Your Committee advises Synod to declare that ministers of other church 
groups are eligible for call, 
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only after consistory and Classis, with the advice of the Deputies ad 
Examina, after careful investigation, are satisfied concerning their 
training, service, confession, and walk. Ground: In this way the churches 
have better assurance. 

Instead of the advice of the Committee Synod decides to accept the 
instruction of Classis Ostfriesland, without however declaring itself 
on the grounds presented by the Classis. 

Rev. K.W. Fortuin states that he cannot agree with this decision and 
asks that this be noted in the Acts. 

Granted. 

VI. Instruction from Classis Pacific: 
"The Classis proposes to Synod that it work toward the formation of 

Particular Synods. Grounds: 
(1) This could be a desirable solution to the problem of delegation; 
(2) That will lead toward shorter synodical gatherings." 
Your Committee advises Synod not to proceed to the formation of 

Particluar Synods. Grounds: 
(1) The following objections which since 1914 were valid, are also 

at the pressnt time still weighty: 
a) That our churches are still too few in number, that besides 

Classes and General Synod, also to gather in Particular Synods; 
b) That because of the great distances and the situation of our 

Classes, a well-planned, systematic division into Particular 
Synods is not possible, and it would even be difficult to find 
names for those Synods, which (this is certainly a requisite) 
could serve the area of such a Synod with proper delineation. 

c) That, in the event that we changed over to aforced and far­
fetched, not justifiable by any determinative principle, divis 
into Particular Synods, this division would entail that the one 
Synod would consist of two, and the others very likely of four 
or five Classes, which again 
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with a view to delegation, would lead to all kinds of difficulties. 
d)That such Synods, considering the great distances, would greatly 

increase the costs for our church people. 
(2) The grounds presented by ClassisPacific lack validity, because 

the problem of delegation, on the contrary, would become precisely 
more difficult, and because through such Particular Synods very 
few matters could be dealt with conclusively. 

Accepted. 

VII. Instruction from Classis Ostfriesland: 

"In case Synod should consider making a change in the method of 
synodical delegation, Classis overtures Synod not to make a change for 
the following reasons: 

a) The principle involved in sending delegates from Classis to Synod 
should be the same as from a Consistory to Classis, which is equal 
representation; 

b) Precedent has proved the present method satisfactory; 
c) Such a change might tend to centralization of power and lead to 

sectionalism; 
d) Such a change might tend to diminish denominational loyalty." 

not 
Your Committee 

is no Instruction 

So decided. 

advises Synod Ito consider this matter, seeing there 
at Synod, urging a change. 

VIII. Instruction from Classis Pella: 

ilClassis Pella decides to present the case of Rev.J.S. Dykstra to 
Synod in· order that it declare if the Rev. J.S. Dykstra, who owing to 
circumstances beyond his control, had no congregation, and according to 
his witness in keeping with his heart's desire, administers the Word and 
Sacraments almost each Lord's Day, should keep his status. If this is 
affirmed, then Synod should also indicate, how he should be supervised, 
since Classis is not in a position to supervise him, since he 
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now lives in Michigan and there performs his official tasks, and because 
of this the last line of the Acts of Synod, 1904, Art.125, Par. 7, p·40, 
loses its meaning for the relationship of Classis Pella to Rev. Dykstra. 

Instead of the advice of the Committee, a substitute motion is presen­
ted, reading as follows: 

The Synod: 
(1) Urges Classis Pella, if possible, to obtain a field of labor for 

Rev. Dykstra, either as homemissionary, or as "stated supply" in 
a vacant congregation; 

(2) Alerts Rev. Dykstra that he earnestly employ alllawful means to 
obtain a call; 

(3) Declares, that if he is in 1930 not yet in ecclesiastical service, 
with that his status as minister ceases. 

So decided. (See further Art. 137.) 

ARTICLE 133 

Rev. J. Gritter concludes this session with thanksgiving. 

TWENTY-THIRD SESSION, FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 29 

ARTICLE 134 

Psalm 81 :12 is sung. Elder H.Buisman opens the session with prayer. 

ARTICLE 135 

The roll is called. All delegates are present except the four 
elders previously mentioned. 

ARTICLE 136 

The Acts of the twentieth and the twenty-first sessions are read 
and approved. 

ARTICLE 137 

Continuation of dealing with the Report of the Committee of Preadvice 
in re Church Order and Emeriti matters (cf. Art. 132): 
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IX. Instruction from Classis Muskegon: 
"Class is Muskegon feels that some regulation should be made in regard 

to emeritus ministers who again wish to serve a congregation.It would 
seem that the Classis which approved the emeritation of a minister should 
be recognized when such a minister desires again to enter upon active 
service. This would not concern the question whether he is eligible for 
a call, that eligibility is guaranteed him, as iit seems to us, in Art/13 
of our Church Order, whichstipulates that he shall 'retain the honor and 
title ofa minister'. But it would concern the question whether the rea­
sons why emeritation was requested - reasons of health or other - are still 
in force, yes or no. 

Classis Muskegon therefore come to you with the following overture: 
"Synod make the ruling that an emeritus minister who wishes again to 

be considered for a call to the active ministry, must first receive the 
permission of the Classis whichapproved his emeritation, before he may 
publish a statement that he is ready to consider a call. This permission 
to be granted by Classis itself in session or thrgough its Classical ~om­
mittee when not in session, after a reasonable investigation has beeL made, 
and a statement of approval by the Classis orClassical Committee, to be 
published with the minister's announcement of readiness to consider a call. 

Grounds: 
(1) The Classis which approved the emeritation is entitled to recog­

nition in the matter; 
(2) The congregations that are calling will have reasonable security 

that the minister in question, with whom they are often not ac­
q~ainted, is able to serve; 

(3) The minister in question will be strengthened by the moral support 
of the Classis." 

Your Committee advises that Synod declare that an emeritus minister, who 
wishes to enter active service again, cannot be called again, unless the 
consistory and the Classis which recommended him for emeritation, judge 
that the reasons for his emeritation no longer exist. 

So decided. 
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X. Regarding the assessment for Synodical expenses your Committee 
advises that this be placed at 70 cents per family. 

So decided. 

XI. In the matter of the EXpansion of the Confession, a letter has 
been received from the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland. (see Suppl.XVIII 

Received for information. 

In connection with this your Committee reminds you that aletter was 
received two years ago from the Gereformeerde Kerk in Zuid Afrika (see 
Acts 1926, p.212). 

Your Committee advises that both letters be referred to the Committee, 
which will serve the next Synod with advice on the Expansion of the 
Confession. 

So decided. 

XII. On the observation of the Synodical Committee in connection with 
a suggestion in De Reformatie (see Supplement I), your Committee advises 
Synod not to enter into this. 

So decided. 

XIII. The Synodical Committee also made a suggestion regarding the 
Act of Incorporation. (See Supplement I). 

Your Committee advises that the Synodical Committee be given autho­
rity to get advice from a legal expert, and if necessary, to take the 
required steps to have the Act of Incorporation approved by the Lesis­
latures. 

So decided. 

XIV. A letter was received from the Consistory of Racine, which deals 
with the excessive expenses reported by a delegate to the previous Synod. 
Your Committee advises Synod to declare that the matter of Racine is un­
acceptable at Synod, because the case has not been dealt with by Glassis 
Wisconsin and the brother was delegated by Classis Wisconsin. 

So decided. 

XJl. Status of ministers in non-eccle.siastical institutions (Agenda I, 
pp. 57-84). 
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Concerning the report of the Committee in re the status of ministers 
in non-ecclesiastical institutions of mercy and education your Commit­
tee advises: 

1. Accept the report in its entirety as information. 
2. Thank the Committe for the many labors devoted to it. 
3. Synod limit itself to the point in question. 
So decided. 

4. Accordingly Synod decide: 
a) That the status of a minister who officially labors in a non­

ecclesiastical institution ofmercy is determined in Art. 6 of the 
C.O.: "No Minister shall be at liberty to serve in institutions of 
mercy or otherwise, unless he be previously admitted in accordance 
with the. preceding articles, and he shall, no less than others, be 
subject to the Church Order". (See Acts 1918, p. 38.) 

So decided. 
b) That all non-official labors peformed in the interest of such an 

institution, such as, e.g. collecting for it or gaining members, 
whether the minister is in active service or emeritated, is sub­
sumed under Art. 12, C.O., and is in conflict with "the honor and 
title of a minister", and with "is bound to the service of the 
Church for life", and not in harmoney with Art. 13, nor wi th Art .14. 

So decided. 
c) That teaching in a non-ecclesiastical institution of education even 

though that instruction is teaching in Scriptural history or a sys­
tematic formulation of doctrine, is not official instruction, nor 
does it require official competency, since such instruction is per­
formed solely by the Church in the catechism class; that consequent­
ly a minister who accepts such an appointment as religion-instructor 
at such an institution, in reality, according to Art. 12, has en­
tered a different area of life and has lost his status as Minister 
of God's Word, 



and besides,Art. 14 cannot guarantee him his position in the church, 
his remaining in office, seeing such an instance is not covered by 
by Art. 14, even as theCommittee in its explanation of Art. 14 clear­
ly shows (p. 71,3). 

There is a variety of labors, which have a spiritual character, 
such as teaching in a Sunday School or teaching sacred history in a 
Christian School or Christian parents instructing their children, of 
which no one can contend that such instruction requires the office of 

a minister of the Word. There is no proof whatever in the C.O. that 
such instruction must be considered official or requires official com­
petency. 

Synod decides to make no declaration on this point but to place it 
in thehands of a Committee to investigate whether there is a canonis­
tic way by which persons referred to in this point can maintain their 
ecclesiastical position. This Committee will report t6thehext Synod. 
(Art. 142.) 
d) That "indefinite leave of absence" which evades any closer stipu­

lation of time, and is precisely the opposite of "for a time", is 
in conflict with Art. 14 of the C.O., and easily leads to considerin€ 
the office of minister of the Word as something of secondary impor­
tance. Consequently one comes in conflict with the nature, the sa­
credness, and inviolability of the office, makes one guilty of deal­
ing haphaz~dly with the office and brings it into discredit, where­
fore Synod judges, that no consistorl has the right to grant its 
minister an "indefinite leave of absfice", since Art. 14 of the C.O. 
stipulates precisely the opposite and in the C.O. no Article appears 
that legalizes such a "leave of absence". 

So decided. 

XVI. An Instruction from the Consistory of Bejou and two from the Con­
sistory of Leota, Minn., forwarded by Classis Orange City, concerning 
"leave of absence" and the status of ministers in non-ecclesiastical in­
stitutions. 
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• ~1, Concerning this material Classis Orange City decided as follows: 
. Ziw'1 a) That Classis considers this matter worthy of the attention and 

interest of Synod, although it cannot make a declaration on each 
point contained in it, and 

b) that theClassis includes with the instruction the excellent report 
of the Committee ad hoc as explanation and calls the attention of 
Synod to it." . 

Your Committee has taken note of all these materials, which are pre­
sented to Synod separately, and advises Synod to declare, that the in­
struction of the consistory of Bejou concerning "leave of absence", with 
the added report of the Committee of Classis Orange City, and also the 
instruction of the consistory of Leota concerning the status of ministers 
in non-eccl~siastical institutions are covered by what Synod decided 
about these under XV above. 

So decided. 

The instruction of the consistory of Leota concerning "leave of 
absence" in summary reads as follows: 

"The consistory requests Synod to declare: 
(1) That henceforth indefinite leave may-not be granted to ministers 

of our congregations; 
(2) That definite leave may be granted only when it appears to the 

consistory that such is necessary; 
(3) That the granting of temporary leave in no way breaks the re­

lationship between minister and congregation and thus necessi­
tates no vacancy; 

(4) That when a minister for important and weighty reasons, which 
make temporary release from service desirable but not necessary, 
desires to be granted temporary leave, heshall foloow the rule 
of Art. 12 of the Church Order and seek honorable release and 
the right to enter upon another area of life. 

(5)a) That in case it seems necessary, that a minister must leave 
his service for a period longer than a congregation can do 
without a pastor, he should follow not the way of 
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temporary release but the way of ereeritation. 
b) That a minister who received emeritation by the preceding 

rule, shall be made eligible for call, only when his con­
sistory and the Classis which granted him emeritation, judge 
that the reasons that necessitated his release from active 
service, no longer exist; . 

(6)That the consistory, which requested emeritation for, or granted 
temporary release to its minister,must at all times be ready to 
answer to Classis for the granting or continuation of such re­
lease or emeritation." 

Your Committee advises as follows: 
1. Concerning point 1 Synod declare, that this is covered by 

the decision under XV,4,d) above. 
So decided. 

2.Concerning point 2 Synod decide not to speak on this, seeing this 
is satisfactorily assured by Art. 14 of the C.O. 

So decided. 

3. Concerning point 3 Synod decide not to speak on this, seeing this 
is assured by the last part of Art. 14: "he shall nevertheless at all 
times be and remain subject to the call of the congregation". 

So decided. 

4. Concerning the matter in point 4, Synod appoint a Committee to 
study this and report to the next Synod. 

So decided, and assigned to the same Committee named above under 
XV,4,c. 

5. Concerning point 5, a, Synod decide to refer this to the Com­
mittee mentioned above under xv,4,c. 

So decided. 

Concerning point 5,b, Synod declare that this is covered by the 
decision under IX ~bove. 

So decided. 



6. Concerning point 6 Synod decide to refer this to the Committee 
appointed under XV,4,c, above. 

So decided. 

XVII. Instruction from the consistory of Dennis Ave., Grand Rapids, 
forwarded by ClassisGrand Rapids East, reading as follows: 

"The Consistory of the Dennis Ave. Chr. Ref. Church 
petitions your honorahle hody to request Synod not to ap­
prove of the deposition of the Rev. "'eidcnaar, who was 
deposcd by Classis \Visconsin April 5, 1927. 

"The valid reason for this request is the conviction of 
two competent and trustworthy physicians, who gave us the 
following statements: 

a) Mr. D. VV"eidenaar was insane at the time of his de­
posal on April 5, 1927. (The Prohate Court of Kcnt 
County, l\1ieh .. l·.ommitted him as insane to the Chr. 
Psychopathic Hospital on April 4, 1927.) 

b) Many of the deeds for which he was censured and 
deposed were early symptoms of his mental dis­
turhance. 

(Signed) JAcon MULDER. M. D. 
G. J. STUART. M. D." 

In pursuance of the preceding statements the Consis­
tory petitions Classis to overture Synod that Mrs. D. \Vei­
dcnaar be allowed $400.00 per annum from the Emeritus 
Fund." 

Classis Grand Rapids Enst transmits thc ovcrture to 
Synod and asks Synod to makc a thorough investigntion bc­
forc ncting on the dcposition of Rev. Weidenaar. Ground: 
The Classis is not ablc to correspond with Classis \Viscon­
sin in this matter because of tbe lateness of the date. 

Regarding this matter your Committee had the official report of 
the three deputies ad examina, who advised in this case. It reads 
as follows: The deputies ad examina, Revs. J. L. Heeres of Class is 
Holland, J.H. Beld of Classis Ostfriesland, and C. De Leeuw of Clas­
sis Illinois, requested by Classis Wisconsin to give their judgment 
on the case of Rev. D. Weidenaar, declare that theYconcur with the 
conclusions of the report of the Committee, now being dealt with, 
the ministers W DeGroot, WID. Borgman, and WID. Terpsma. Therefore they 
advjse 
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advise that Rev. D.Weidenaar be relieved of the ministerial office on 
the ground that he is not qualified to serve in the ministerial office. 

From the Stated Clerk of Classis Wisconsin your Committee also re­
ceived the report of the Committee appointed by Classis Wisconsin, men­
tioned by the deputies. 

At the same time your Committee had to reckon with the decision of 
Synod 1926 (Acts, p.66): 

"a) On the grounds here given, his relationship to remain in 
status quo, as long as he is not responsible; 

b) Grant Rev. D. Weidenaar annually an allowance of $550.00 from 
the Emeritus Fund." 

After detailed discussion of this sad case, the advice of the Com­
mittee is somewhat modified and thus accepted: 

Synod declares, that it is convinced that Classis Wisconsin acted 
in good faith and in a fraternal manner with Rev. Weidenaar, nevertheless 
that the further development of the case clearly shows that since the 
deposition there were signs of deteriorated mental faculties, as shown from 
the testimony of qualified doctors. 

Therefore Synod decides: 
(1) Not to approve the deposition of Rev. Weidenaar; 
(2) Maintain the decision of the Synod of 1926 (Acts, p.66) and 
(3) Instruct the Emeritus Board to appoint a guardian to control the 

emeritus monies for Rev. Weidenaar. 
So decided. (See further Art. 140.) 

ARTICLE 138 

This session is concluded with thanksgiving by Rev. J.M. Vande Kieft. 

TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION, FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
JUNE 29 

ARTICLE 139 

After Psalm 86:3 is sung, Elder H. Van Ostenbridge opens this session 
with prayer. 



ARTICLE 140 

The Committee or Preadvice on Publication and Education presents 
the rollowing nomination for Editor-in-Chier or The Banner: the Revs. 
H.J.Kuiper, R.B.Kuiper and D.H. Muyskens. The Rev. E.J/Tanis is added 
to this trio, and the nomination is closed. 

The result or the e~tion which is now held is that the Rev. H.J. 
Kuiper is chosen. 

In case the Rev. H.J.Kuiper should decline, Synod decides that the 
Rev. R.B.Kuiper, who received the next highest number or votes, shall 
be appointed. 

ARTICLE 141 

The discussion or Church Order and Emeritus matters is continued. 

Emeritus Matters. 

A. Approval or Honorable Emeritation. 

Classis GrandRapids West requests honorable emeritation ror Rev. J. 
Wyngaarden, and Classis Hackensack ror Rev. J. Westervelt. Your Com­
mittee advises approval. 

Assuming that Classis Wisconsin means, that the Synod will 1 grant 
honorable emeritation to Rev. J. Manni, and that Classis Muskegon means 
that the Synod will grant honorable emeritation to Rev. S. Bouma, although 
these Classes do not express this, your Committee advises Synod so to 
decide. 

Further your Committee calls the attention or Synod to the ract that 
Classis Hudson has not requested the approval or honorable emeritation for 
Rev. J.B. Hoekstra. 

So decided. 

The delegates or Classis Hudson declare that their Classis decided 
to ask ror honorable emeritation ror Rev. J.B. Hoekstra, but that the 
Stated Clerk or the Classis railed to bring this matter to Synod. 

Synod decides to grant honorable emeritation also to Rev. J.B. Hoekstra. 
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B. Your Committee advises approval of granting provisional support, 
as disbursed by the Board. 

Rev. J. Plesscher .•••••.••••....••.••.• $ 800.00 
Mrs. C. Bode ........................... 400.00 
Mrs. J.H. Gruessing.................... 700.00 
Mrs. J.G. Plesscher ............................... ,..... 350.00 

·Mrs. B. Post ............................... ~ 600.00 
Rev. P. Schut.............................. 700.00 
Mrs. J.. Robbert.............................. 900.00 
Rev. F. Welandt......................... 600.00 
Rev. J. B. Hoekstra .................... 1,000.00 
Mrs. DIORIO Drukker........................ 600.00 
Mrs. J. Smi tter.. .. . . .. . .. . .. ... . . . ... . 500.00 
Rev. J. Westervelt ••.•....••.••.••.••.. 1,000.00 
Mr s. H. J. Haarsma....................... 800.00 
Mrs. P. J.. Hoekenga..................... 800.00 

(and $400.00 subsidy) 
Rev. S. Bouma ........................... 1,000.00 
Mrs. F.J. Drost......................... 600.00 
Mrs. J. Post........................... 500.00 

Approved. 

C. The Board shares with you that through death the following 
departed from us: Mrs. T. Jongbloed, Rev. H.J. Haarsma, Mrs. L. Riet­
dyk, Mrs. P. Van Vlaanderen, Rev. F. Fortuin, and Rev. G.D. De Jong. 
The Committee advises to receive this as information. 

So decided. 

D. Further the Board informs you that Revs. J.P. De Vries and J. 
Homan regained sufficient health so that they could again serve a 
congregation, and they thank the Church for the support received. 
Further, that Mrs. M. De Boer has purchased a place in the "Holland 
Home" in Grand R'pids,and no longer needs support, and is grateful 
for what was done for her. 

Your Committee advises that also this be accepted as information. 

So decided. 

E. The Committee calls the attention of Synod to the fact that Synod 
must appoint two members with their secundi. The retiring members are 
Mr. M. Trap and Mr. B. 
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Sevensma, and the secundi are Mr. G. Vander Werp and Mr. H. Haveman. 
Also two secundi must be appointed for two years for Rev. J.O. Vos and 
Mr. W. Bareman. 

Advice: Receive this as information and refer it to the Committee on 
Appointments. (Art. 143.) 

So .decided. 

F. The Co~~ittee advises to accept as information the report of the 
Treasurer, whose records were inspected and found to be in order. 

So decided. 

G. Instructions from Classes Holland and California: 
"Whereas some of our Classes are negligent in contributing their 

quota to the Emeritus Fund, with the result that some of the benefi­
ciaries of this Fund do not receive the full amount promised them by 
Synod, Classis overtures Synod to take steps to correct this delin-
quency on the part of these Classes. (Classis Holland.) 

"Class is urgently requests the Synod to rebuke those Classes which 
are in arrears in their contributions to the Emeritus Fund. 

Reason: A widow of a minister was unable to obtain what was neces­
sary for herself and her children because on December 23, 1927, the 
various Classes of our Church were in arrears to the extent of $22,000. 
The widow referred to is a member of one of the churches in Classis 
California." 

(Classis California.) 
In connection with these instructions, your Committee advises that 

Synod strongly insist to the delegates, that the delinquent Classes 
(see the Report of the Board, Supplement VI) ,pay the arrears as soon 
as possible. 

H. Synod decide to change Art. 6 of the Regulations for the Emeritus 
Fund (Acts 1922, p. 210) thus: 

"The assessment for this Fund should be paid, the onehalf June 1, and 
the other half December 1, so that it will not be necessary for the Fund 
to borrow monsy." 
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Therefore your Committee advises Synod that it alert the Classes 
. to instruct their treasurers to make work of implementing this decision. 

So decided. 

1. The Committee advises that the following proposed subsidy be paid: 

Ds. A. J. Brink .......................................................... $1,000.00 
Ds. A. W. Meyer ........................................................ 1,000.00 
Ds E. Van Korlnar .............................................. __ .. 1,000.00 
Ds. T. W. R. Van 't Loo ........... : .............................. 1,000.00 
Ds. J. Keizer .............................................................. 1,000.00 
Ds. R. Van de Kieft ................................................ 1,000.00 
Ds. H. Van Wesep .................................................... 1,000.00 
Ds. W. Kole .................................................................. 1,000.00 
Ds. A. Keizer ............................................................ 1,000.00 
Ds. K. Poppen ................. __ ...... ___ ... __ ................. ___ ... __ .. 1,000.00 
Ds J. Gulker ................................................................ 1,000.00 
Ds. J. B. Van den HOP-k. ....... ___ ... __ ...... ___ .............. __ ... 1,000.00 
Ds. J. A. Gerritsen .................................................... 1,000.00 
Ds. J. B. Hoekstra .................................................... 1,000.00 
Df';. J. A. W cstervelt .................... __ .......................... 1,000.00 
Ds. S. Bouma .............................................................. 1,000.00 
Ds. P. W. De Jonge .................................................. 1,200.00 
Mrs. H. Tuls .............................................................. 1,000.00 
Mrs. H. J. Haarsma .................................................. 1,000.00 
Mrs. P. J. Hoekenga .................................................. 1,200.00 
Mrs. J. Robbert.......................................................... 900.00 
Ds. J. Plesschcl"........................................................ 800.00 
Mrs F. Stuart ..................... _..................................... 800.00 
Mrs. M. Van dcr Heide ..... ,...................................... 800.00 
Ds. P. Schut .................................. :............................. 700.00 
Mrs. H. Heyns............................................................ 700.00 
Mrs. J. H. Gruessing................................................ 700.00 
Ds. F. Welandt.......................................................... 600.00 
Mrs. M. J. Bosma...................................................... 600.00 
Mrs. B. Post.............................................................. 600.00 
Mrs. D. R. Drukker ..... _ ... _ .. _ ...•.. _ .• __ .. ___ ._ 600.00 
Mrs. P. Van VIiet.._ ............... _.............................. 600.00 
Mrs. A. Dekker ................. _ ............. _........................ 600.00 

~~:: i: B~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::=:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~gg:gg 
)lrs. J. Groen.............................................................. 600.00 
Mrs. G. L. Hoefker.................................................. 600.00 
Mrs. F. J. Drost........................................................ 600.gg 
Ds. P. Kosten.............................................................. 600. 
Mrs. H. Tempel... ........................ _............................. 600.00 
Mrs. J. B. Jonkman.................................................. 600.0g 
Mrs. J. Vissia............................................................ 600.0 
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Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Rev. 
Rev. 

So decided. 

P.. Yf r ........................................ .. 
J .. Smi tter ..................... "" ...... .. 
J. Post ................... . 
C.. Bode ...................................... .. 
J.G. Plesscher ............ . 
J.A. Kett ................. . 
A. Van Houten ......................... .. 
J.B. Schultz ........................... .. 

500.00 
500.00 
500.00 
400.00 
350.00 
300.00 
300.00 
200.00 

J .. Manni .................................... 1,000.00 
J. Wyngaarden •••...•....••. l,200.00 

Your Committee also received a request from the consi~tory of 
Inwood, Iowa, supported by the Classical Committee of Classis Sioux 
Center, for support of $1200,00 for Mrs. J. Haveman. The Committee 
advises to grant this. 

So decided. 

J. Instruction from Class is Ostfriesland regarding a change in the 
Rules of the Emeritus Board (see Agenda, Part II, pp.XXV and XXVI). 

Your Committee advises not to enter into this, because the proposed 
change would come into conflict with Art. 13 of the C.O. 

So decided. 

K.A letter was received from Mr. A. Van Oosten, containing a plan 
regarding "insurance" for emeritus ministers. Because there is much in 
this that speaks of a sound financial basis, the Board brought this to 
Synod. 

Your Committee advises that Synod enter into this, because there are 
many in our circles who have conscientious objections to the principle 
of life insurance. 

So decided. 

ARTICLE 142 

The obituary Committee presents its report as follows: 



Esteemed Brethren in the Lord: 
In the history of the Christian Reformed Church there has ap­

parently been no period in which it lost so great a number of ministers 
through death, as has been the case in the twenty-three months since 
the last Synod. 

In that brief time the King of the Church called out of her 'the 
Gospel-servants: J.G. Plesscher, J. Smitter, H.J. Haarsma, P.J. Hoekenga, 
D.R. Drukker, F. Fortuin, F.J. Drost, J. Post, ;J. Haveman, and G.D. 
De Jong. Ten pastors and ministers have departed from us. 

Your Committee recommends that this Synod: 
(1) Acknowledge and adore the sovereignty of the Lord in this, 

and confess her firm faith that although the workers are called 
higher, the work will continue; 

(2) Thank Him for the consecration and cooperation to and in the 
work of the Lord; 

(3) Express to the near-relatives her sincere sympathy, and encourage 
them to hearty trust in God Triune; 

(4) Include this resolution in the Acts of 1928, and send a copy 
to the immediate family. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Was signed) J. Timmerman, 

A.J. Rooks, 
So decided. J.W. Brink 

ARTICLE 143 

The Committee on Appointments presents its report, Rev.D.H. Krommin~ 
ga reporting. After a few changes and additions are made, it is accepted 
and approved thus: 

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren: 

I. The following names of ministers, chosen by their respective Classes, 
are presented to you for approval: 
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Cla •• i. Primus SecundUB Termijn 

California 

G. R. Oost 
G. R. West 
Hackensack 
Holland 
Hudson 
Illinois 

Muskegon 
Ostfriesland 

Ds. M. M. Schan~ 
Ds. J. De Jong 

iDs. J. Bruinooge 
Ds. H. J. Kuiper 
Ds. G. Goris 
Ds. L. V cltkarnp 
Ds. J. Wnlkotten 
Ds. J. J. Weersing 
Ds. H. Bel 
Ds. J. Dolfin 
Ds. J. H. Beld 
Ds. D. H. Plesscher 

Ds. H. J. De Vries Tot 1930 
Ds. J. De Jonge . Tot 193~ 
Ds. D. H. Krornrninga Tot 1932 
Ds. H. J. Mulder Tot In~ 
Ds. H. Bouma Tot 1932 
Ds. J. De Haan, Jr. Tot 1932 
Dr. R. L. Haan ,Tot 
Ds. C. De Leeuw Tot 1930 
Ds. G. Hoeksema Tot 1932 
Ds. J. C. Schaap Tot 1932 
Ds. A. D. Folkerna Tot 1930 
DB. A. A. Koning : Tot 1932 

Orange City Ds. A. Wassink Tot 1930 
Ds. N. J. Monsma Qs. W. Bajema Tot 1932 

Pacific Ds. P. Jonker, Jr. Ds. D. H. Muyskens Tot 1932 
Pella Ds. I. Van Dellen Ds. W. D. Vanderwerp Tot 1932 
Sioux Center Ds. J. K. Van Baalen I 'Tot 1932 
'Vi!';consill Ds. 11. l\1oes Ds. J. M. Voortman Tot 1932 
Zeeland Ds. W. Kok Ds. J. Putt Tot 1932 

Goedgekellrd. Approved 

B. DcplliaiclI ad Examilla: 
Cla •• i. 

California 
G. R. Oost 
G. R. West 
lIack<"nsack 
Holland 
Hudson 
Illinois 
Muskegon 
Ostfriesland 
Orange City 
J'acific 
rella 
Sioux Center 
Wisconsin 
Zeeland 

(;"t'clgrkrllrd. 

Primus 
Dfi. J. De Jonge 
Ds. D. H. KrommingoR 
Ds. Y. P. De Jong 
Ds. G. Goris 
Ds. L. Veltkamp 
Ds. J. Timmerman 
Ds. C. Dc Lceuw 
Ds. L. J. Lamberts 
Ds. K. Tebben 
Ds. T. Vander Ark 
Ds. D. H. Muyskens 
Ds. D. Hollebeek 
Ds. M. Monsrna 
Ds. J. M. Voortmnn 
Ds. Eo J. K rohne 
Approved 

Secundus 
Ds. J. De Jong 
Ds. J. Bruinooge 
Ds. H. Bakker 

Ds. D. Zwier 
Ds. A. J. Rus 
Ds. P. Jonker, Sr. 
D •. S. Eldersveld 
Ds. J. H. Beld 
Ds. A. B. Voss 
Ds. A. Guikema 
Ds. A. De Vries 

Ds. W. Terpsma 
Ds. W. Kok 

II. Further your Committee presents to you the names for 
appointment or re-appointment: 

1. Synodical Committee; Rev. W.P. Van Wyk, I. Van Dellen, 
J. Timmerman. 

2. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. T. Noordewier; secundus, Mr. H. Voss. 
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(Since Rev. J. Noordewier has requested not to be considered any 
longer, Synod express its gratitude for this lengthy and faithful ser­
vice. As far as your Committee can determine he is so far the first and 
only Treasurer of our Synods. 

So decided. (See Art. 153.) 

3. Church Help: Revs. J. Manni, D. De Beer, H.J. Heynen; General 
Secundus; Rev~ D. Hollebeek. 

4. Deputies for the Emeritus Fund: 
a) For reappointment: Mr. M. Trap and Mr. B. S~vensma, with their 

Secundi: Mr. G. VanderWerp and M~. H. Hekman. 
b) For appointment: Rev. P. Jonker, Sr.(Secundus for Rev. J. O. Vos. 

Mr. M. Hoffius (Secundus for Mr. W. Bareman.) 

5. Representative to the National Christian Association: Rev. A.H. Brat; 
Secundus: Rev. G. Hoeksema. 

6. Treasurer for the General Fund of the Jewish Mission: Rev. J.L. 
Van Tielen; S.ecundus: Rev. W.D. VanderWerp. 

7. Committee for Reformed Literature, in cooperation with the 
A.F.R.Y.M.S.: Prof. L. Berkhof, Rev. J.M. VandeKieft, Rev. B.H. Spalink, 
Dr. H. Jellema, Mr. J.B. Hulst, Mr. R. Postma, Mr. Jelle Hekman. 

8. Deputies for South America: Dr. H. Beets, Rev. J. Wyngaarden, 
Dr. J. VanLonkhuyzen, Dr. M.J. Wyngaarden. (These deputies have already 
been appointed by Synod.) 

9. Representative to the American Bible Society: Rev. J. Beebe. 

10. Committee in re status of Missionaries among the Indians and in 
China and of the Home Missionaries: Revs. I. Van Dellen, M.M. Schans,and 
Dr. H. Beets. (This Committee Synod has already continued.) 

11. Committee re Worship Services: Prof. W. Heyns, Revs. H.J. Kuiper, 
L. Trap,D. Zwier, W. Stuart, J. Manni, Dr. J. Van Lonkhuyzen. 
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12.Committee in re Divorce: Prof.F. M. Ten Hoor, Rev. G. Hoeksema, 
Rev. W.P. Van Wyk, Rev. D.H. Kromminage, Rev. H. Keegstra. 

13· Committee in re Education: 
For two years: Rev. L.J. Lamberts, Dr. H.H. Meeter, Mr. B. 
Sevensma; 
For four years: Rev. G. Hylkema, Rev .. P.A. Hoekstra, Prin. G. 
Van Wesep. 
For six years: Rev. W. stuart, Prof. A.J. Rooks, Mr. A. Peters. 

14. Committee in re Radio Preaching: Rev. H. Verduin, Mr. W. Eerdmans, 
Rev. I. Westra, Rev. L. Trap, Rev. J.M. Ghysels. 

15. Committee .in re Choir singing: Revs. J. Hiemenga, W. Kuipers, 
Dr. R.L. Haan, Revs. J. Timmerman, D.DeBeer. 

16. Committee in re the Principle of Free Study: Revs. R.B. Kuiper, 
K.W. Fortuin, Dr. C. Van Til, Rev. L. Van Laar,Dr. M.Van Dyke. 

17. Committee for the Publication and Distribution of the Reports of 
the Synodical Committees of Pre-advice: Mr. J·.B. Hulst. 

18. Representative to the Chicago Tract Society: Rev. Z.J. Sherda. 

19. Committee in re Functioning of Synod and Rules of Order: Revs. W. 
Groen, M.M. Schans, J.DeJong, J. De Jonge, H.J. DeVries, J. Manni, 

W.P. Van Wyk. 

20. Committee to study what can be done toward a revival of Christian 
Organizations in secular areas: Prof. L. Berkhof, Dr. C. Bouma, Rev. J.M. 
Vande Kieft, Mr. J. Van Vela, Mr. A.Rodenhouse. 

21. Committee tc study whether the American Federation of Labor can 
be considered a so-called Neutral Union: Dr.· Y.P.De Jong, Prof. H. Rys­
kamp, Mr. W. Eerdmans, Rev. E.J. Tanis. 
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~~ 22. Committee in re Rules and Regulations for Home Missions, in ~onnec-
tion with the Instruction from Classis Illinois: Rev. K.W. Fortuin, Prof. 
W. Heyns, Rev. N.J. Monsma, Rev. J.K. Van Baalen, Rev. G. Hofmeyer. 

23. Committee concerning the Question of Taking Over the Mis·sion 
Training School: Rev. I. Westra, Rev. D.D. Bonnema, Prof. A.J. Rooks, 
Rev. R.B. Kuiper, Rev. C. De Leeuw, Dr. M.J. Wyngaarden. 

24. Committee for the Question of the Introduction of Hymns: Rev. R.B. 
Kuiper, Prof. H.J.G. Van Andel, Prof. W. Heyns, Rev. J.M. VandeKieft, 
Rev. H.J. Kuiper, Mr. S. Swets, Musical Director. 

25. Committee in re Baptism of Adopted Children: Revs. D.H.Muyskens, 
P. Jonker,Jr., J.W. Brink. 

26. Committee in re the status of Ministers in non-ecclesiastical 
Institutions of Education: Dr. Y.P.DeJong, Prof. W. Heyns, Rev. P.A. 
Hoekstra, Rev. D.H. Kromminga, ;Rev. K.W. Fortuin. 

Your Committee advises Synod that the work assigned by the last Synod 
to the Committee for Reviewing our Church Forms, be divided between two 
Committees, one for the Expansion of the Confession, and one for the 
Review of Liturgical Forms., and that the revision of the translation into 
English be postponed for-the present. 

So decided. 

27. Committee in re the Expansion of the Confession: Dr. C.Bouma, 
Rev. D.H. Kromminga, Dr. M.J. Wyngaarden, Rev. J.K.Van Baalen. 

~I-
28. Committee for Revision of our Liturgical Writings·: Dr. Y.P.DeJong, 

Dr. J. Van Lon,huyzen, Prof. H. Schultze, Rev.E.F.-;r-;---Vari Halsema, Rev. 
W.P. Van Wyk. 

All of these appointments and re-appointments are approved by Synod. 
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ARTICLE 144 

In re the National Christian Association (Art. 35, supra), Synod de­
cides to instruct its representative, the Rev. A.H. Brat, to obtain a 
financial statement covering receipts and disbursements of this Asso­
cia tion, and to submit the same to the Synodical Committee. 

ARTICLE 145 

In re the honorarium for the Synodical Treasurer Synod decides that 
this shall be in the amount of $100.00 for two years, even as previously. 

ARTICLE 146 

The Committee of Preadvice for Protests and Varia now presents its 
report in re Profession of Faith Questions (cf. Art.llB, 7). It reads 
as follows: 

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren: 

Synod decided once again to consider the revision of the questions 
that are used in making public profession of faith, and that in the spirit 
of the proposal of the Committee which reported on this matter to the 
last Synod. Synod mandated your Committee to give it a'dvice in this matter. 

The questions, including prologue and postscript, as these were recom­
mended'to the Synod by the Committee appointed by the Synod of 1924,were 
taken over from the Gerformeerde Kerken in Nederland. They were final­
ized by the Synod of Utrecht in 1923, and recommended them to the Gere­
formeerde Kerken in Nederland, where they are ncwin general use. 

Only one slight change was inserted in the fourth question, by the 
Committee appointed in 1924. (cf. Agendum 1926,p.64). 

In the same question there is now a minor redaction. 
The questions, including prologue and postscript, read as follows: 

"Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christl 
You have come here to profess your faith in the presence of God and 

His holy church, in order that you may in this way receive admittance 
to the Lord's Holy Supper. 
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You are now requested to answer sincerely the following questions: 
First: Do you heartily believe the doctrine contained in the Old and 

the New Testament, and in the articles of the Christian faith, and taught 
in this Christian church, to be the true and complete doctrine of sal­
vation,and do you promise by the grace of God stedfastly to continue in 
this profession both in life and death? 

Second: Do you believe God's covenant promise, which has been sig­
nified and sealed unto you in your baptism, and do you confess, as you 
now seek admittance to the Holy Supper, that you abhor and humble your­
selves before God because of your sins, and that you seek your life not 
in yourselves, but only in Jesus Christ, the only Savior?, 

Third: Do you declare that you love the Lord, and that·'is your heart­
felt desire to serve Him according to His Word, to forsake the world, to 
mortify your old nature, and to lead a godly life? 

Fourth: Do you promise to submit to the government of the church and 
also, if you should become delinquent either in doctrine or in life 
(which may God graciously prevent), submit to its admonition and dis­
cipline? 

N- what,is your answer? (If there are several persons, to be 
answered individually). 

Answer: Yes. 

After this the Minister declares: 

The God of all grace, who has called us to His eternal glory in 
Christ Jesus, after that we have suffered a little while,- (may) He 
perfect, establish, strengthen you. To Him be the gmory and might through­
out all eternity. Amen. 

Your Committee advises Synod to accept these questions, including the 
prologue and the postscript, for use in our churches. 

Grounds: 
1. They procede from the fact that making public Profession of Faith 

is an acceptance of Batismal rights and Obligations. 
2. They relate to Baptism and the Covenant of Grace. 
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3. They seek admittance to the Holy Supper. 
4. They include appropriate introductory and concluding formulas. 
5. They include the elements "misery, redemption and gratitude"in 

logical order. . 
6. It is desirable that the unity of sister churches be demonstrated, 

by the use of the same questions. 
7.In this there should also be unity among us. 
8. It is desirable, to ask notonly submission to ecclesiastical dis­

cipline in case of serious sin, but also obedience to church govern­
ment in general. 

There is one objection, which possibly might be raised, upon which 
your Committee would like to comment briefly. It was apparently this ob­
jection which moved the Synod of 1926 to table discussion of the whole 
matter(see Acts,pp.53 and 74). The Synod then mandated its Committee of 
Preadvice to employ the word "vertrouwen" or "betrouwen" instead of the 
word "zoeken" used by the Committee. 

However, your Committee has held to the translation of the Committee 
appointed in 1924, because: 

a) Several places in Scripture validate and support this translation, 
such as, for example: 

Ps. 105:3- "Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 
SEEK the Lord rejoice!" . 

Ps. 69:33b- "you who SEEK God, let your hearts revive." 
Ps. 119:2- "Blessed are those who keep his testimonies, who SEEK 

him with their whole heart," 
Ps. 119:10- "With my whole heart I will SEEK thee; let me not 

wander from thy commandments." 
Mt. 5:6- "Blessed are those who HUNGER and THIRST for righteousness 

for they shall be satisfied." 

b) The words occurring in the Form for the Lord's Supper also plead 
for this translation. Indeed we read: "For we do not come to this 
supper to testify thereby that we are 
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perfect and righteous in ourselves, but on the contrary, considering 
that we SEEK our life apart from ourselves in Jesus Christ, we ac­
knowledge thereby that we lie in the midst of death. Therefore, al­
though we find many shortcomings and miseries in ourselves, as namely 
tha t we have not perfec t faith, etc." 

c)In Reformed theology we often speak of faith as either taking refuge 
or assurance. Never did we exclude fron the circle of believers 
those who in truth took refuge in Christ. 

Should Synod accept these questions for profession of faith, your 
Committee further advises that the Committee for Revision of our Litur­
gical Forms be mandated to provide an English translation of these 
questions. 

The advice of the Committee to accept these questions including the 
prologue and the postscript for use in our churches is approved by Synod, 
and the translation of this form is mandated to the Committee for Revi­
sion of our Liturgical Formularies. 

ARTICLE 147 

The Committee of Preadvice continues reporting on the status of 
Rev. H. Kamps (cf. Art.123,lO): 

Your Committee was mandated to make an inquiry regarding the status 
of Br. H. Kamps. 

Your Committee ~udges that Brother Kamps is, at least in a technical 
sense, a minister 'in good standing", for whom the request for emerita­
tion is now before Synod. 

Basis for this judgment is to be found in the report of the Committee 
appointed by the Synod of 1922. This Committee, in cooperation with 
Classis Ostfriesland, reported to Synod of 1924, and among other things, 
the following: 

"As to the emeritation of Rev. Kamps, Classis declares to following: 
"Having once again investigated the matter of the Kamps case very care­

fully, it has become clear to Class is Ostfriesland 
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~ that it, the Classis Ostfriesland, upon the request of the consistory, 
because of the impossible situation in the congregation of Wright, should 
have severed the relationship between Rev. Kamps and the congregation. 

"The Classis however, out of sympathy for Rev. Kamps and from a prag­
matic point of view,thought that it would be better to grant him his eme­
ritation. 

"This was done on the ground of intellectual weakness and weakness of 
~haracter and the "otherwise" of Art. 13 of the C.O. 

"Since this happened, namely that he was granted emeritation, Rev. Kamps 
is now in relationship to the Church in such a way that the request of Clas­
sis Ostfrieslandfor emeritation of Rev. Kamps tn now before Synod for ap­
probation. 

"The last paragraph gives an answer to the question as to status of 
Rev. Kamps. He is a minister "in good standing" for whom on the ground 
of that mentioned above, the approbation of Synod for emeritation is re­
quested." 

Your Committee judges, that according to the Acts of 1924, this Synod 
took no action of any kind on this request, and also the Synod of 1926 
apparently did not consider this matter and thus also did not attend to it, 
so thataction should now be taken on this request, the more so since the 
concerned brother now lives in uncertainty and longs for action. 

If Synod shares the judgment of your Committee in this, then it ad­
vises Synod not to approve the emeritation of Rev. Kamps. 

Grounds for this advice: 
a) Classis Ostfriesland testified as reported by a Committee.of inves-

c· tigation in 1924, that it "upon the request of the consistory, be­
cause of the impossible situation in the congregation of Wright, 
should have severed the relationship between Rev. Kamps and the 
congregation. (See Report quoted above.) 

b) Thr grounds upon which Classis Ostfriesland requests approbation 
of the emeritation of Rev. Kamps, are not cove:tled by Art. 13, C.O. 

As to the question whether Rev. Kamps can continue to be considered 
an office-bearer, your Committee did not pass judgment, since Synod must 



decide as to the status of ministers outside active service, or who have 
actually moved into another area of life. 

Synod decide: 
a) Grant Rev. Kamps temporarily, till 1930, the usual privileges 

of emeritation. 
b) Mandate the' EmeritusBoard to regulate this matter. 
c) Appoint a Committee with the mandate to submit this matter to a 

thorough investigation and report to the next Synod. 
As Committee for this the Revs. W.E. Vanderwerp and D. Hollebeek 

are appointed. 

ARTICLE 148 

This session is closed with thanksgiving by Rev. R.B. Kuiper. 

TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION, FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 29 

ARTICLE 149 

Psalm 87:1 is sung. Rev. J. Noordewier leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 150 

The following report in re a nomination for advisory members of the 
Board of Missions (Art. 52,supra) , is read by the Rev. J.Dolfin: 

To the Christian Reformed Synod: 
Dear Brethren: 

The Executive Committee, entrusted with the task of presenting the 
names of six laymen, to be members at large of our Christian Reformed 
Board of Missions, Synod to elect three of them, presents the following 
names, alphabetically arranged: 

Mr. Dewey Blocksma, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Mr. Hiram R. Gezon, GrandRapids, Mich. 
Mr,. John Kos, GrandRapids, Mich. 
Mr. Gerrit Trap, Muskegon, Mich. 
Mr. Robert Van Noord, GrandRapids, Mich. 
Mr. Edward Wierenga, Chicago, Ill. 
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By way of explanation, it might be stated that we chos? men whose 

love for the cause of missions is known, and who are not ~n too many 
organizations of all kinds so that they would feel to be too busy to 
act on the Board. Most of them are also close to headquarters, thus 
saving travelling expense. 

Accepted as information. 

The result of the election is that Mr. Edward Wierenga, Mr. Robert 
Van Noord and Mr. John Kos are chosen. Synod decides that Mr. H.R. 
Gezon, Mr: Dewey Blocksma, and Mr. Gerrit Trap shall be their alternates, 
in the order mentioned. 

ARTICLE 151 

Synod decides to grant a gratuity of $100.00 to the typist, and to 
the Central Ave. church a gratuity of $25.00 for the many labors performed 
by them. (For the janitor). 

ARTICLE 152 

Synod expresses its hearty thanks to the congrega ti'ons in Holland, 
Mich., for the friendly and generous reception prepared for the dele­
gates, ,and asks the local consistories to convey this gra'Ci'Cude to their 
congregations. 

ARTICLE 153 

The President addresses words 01' appreciation to the nes'Cvr 01' our 
ministers, the Rev. J. Noordewier, who is present for the last time in 
his function as Synodical Treasurer. He speaks of the fiahtful serv~ces 
peIOI'IDtlG l.a m"ny ways by Rev. Noordewier during his .Long and riCh.Ly 
blest life, ana expresses our w~sn 'Cna'C 'Cn", Lord may be with nim ~n 
.L~J.·e ' B evening. 

The President also addresses words of appreciation to Dr. H. Beets, 
who for twenty-five years served as Editor-in-Chief of the Banner, and 
especially through this had great influence, particula!y on our youth, 
who are more at home in the language of our country. He 
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wishes for Dr. Beets that he may continue for many years, laboring in 
speaking and writing, howbeit in another field,for the welfare of our 
churches and especially in our missions. 

The President also speaks words of gratitude to Rev. L. Veltkamp, 
the pastor loci, and to Mr. J.B. Hulst for the many preparatory labors 
performed by them in the interest of Synod. . . 

ARTICLE 154 
The concept minutes of the last four sessions are read by the 

Secretary, and are accepted and approved by Synod. 

ARTICLE 155. 

Synod's labors being concluded, the President makes concluding 
remarks as follows: 

Dear Brethren: 
We have come to the end of our labors. In the last years we are 

accustomed to many and lengthy agendas with voluminous Acts aftereards. 
At the beginning we could surmise from the reports and instructions 

that also the Synod of 1928 would be no exception to this. 
There was much work, difficult work. God be thanked, we have comple­

ted i tl 
For us to boast is not becoming. Also now, even the best of our ef­

forts was still tainted by sin. Surely there is not one among us who is 
not conscious of this. 

But although we do not boast, and even if there is cause for sorrow 
in reflecting on certain actions, which necessarily caused deep sorrow, 
it is fitting on the other hand, that we humbly thank our God. He gave 
us strength and zest and persistence for the task. He preserved us in 
love and unity throughout, even when we differed. And to labor for the 
cause of the Lord is indeed, in spite of the weaknesses that cleave to 
us in this, an inestimable privilege. 

Each Synod has in the history of our Church had its own significance 
and had more or less its own character. To characterize the Synod of 
1928 in every detail would at this point 
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be premature and even hazardous. But there are a few things that cha­
racterized it and which already now may ve mentioned. There was no 
nervous haste, no pushing to get rid of difficulties as soon as pos­
sible, no dodging of the burdens, no cowardly postponement to the next 
Synod. There was serious wrestling to solve problems. As always we 
sought for the principles of Scripture, as laid down in the Confessions 
and the Church Order, in order to direct the life of our churches more 
and more. There was an intense searching for the essence of the problems 
that faced us. Hence there were many and lengthy, and may I say with 
gratitude to the brethren, at times very solid 'speeches'. 

We did not work with amazing speed. But we fortunately do not have to 
speak of a reckless waste of time. Carefulness and a desire for basics, 
it seems to me, explains much of what at times might have looked like 
delay. 

We were able to labor for the future. 
Missions, the School, theWorship Service, 
cerning "amusements" and organizations in 
things just now. 

Think of the work concerning 
the Press, the regulations con­
society, not to mention other 

With joy we mention the order, the friendliness, tha attention and the 
good tone during the sessions. We enjoyed your Christian goodwill, espe­
cially in the responsible position in whi.ch you yourself had placed us. 
Notwithstanding the difficul~and responsibility of that position, I have 
not looked upon it as too heavy a burden, because I accepted it for you, 
my brethren, in whose midst I always feel completely at home. Thanks for 
your patience with me in my many failings. 

Further we feel called upon to express our hearty thanks to the various 
Committees for Preparation and Preadvice, our Theological professors and 

other advisers, who served us with counsel. 
We shall remember the hospitality of our people in Holland, by which 

the stay of the delegates was made pleasant. A special thnks to Central 
Avenue's congregation and the ladies, who each day provided so liberally 
for our needs. 

Personally I wish to express my gratitude 
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to our Vice-President forhis friendly assistance, whose wise remarks 
and timely suggestions were often of real help to me. 

Thanks to our Clerks for their labors; especially to our First Clerk, 
who again has demonstrated his enviable energy and accuracy and neatness. 

Above all it is fitting that we conclude with humble gratitude to 
our God, who granted us life and strength to engage in His service. 

May our God grant all of us grace, so that with enthusiasm and con­
secration wemay cooperate in implementing that which we have in these 
days decided. May He aid us in consistently living by the glorious 
principles of His Word, and may He strengthen us for the task to which 
we all are called, to the progress of the cause, dear to us, that is, 
the coming of His Kingdom and the honor of His Name." 

ARTICLE 156 

The Vice-President, Rev. H.J. Kuiper, in name of Synod, responds 
to this address of the President. He refers to the masterly and inspiring 

sermon preached by Rev. Keegstra on the evening before Synod commenced 
its sessions, and expresses the conviction that its influence remained 
with all the delegates during these days of strenuous labor. He thanks 
the President for his wise and impartial, his gentle yet firm leadership 
in conducting the sessions of Synod. 

ARTICLE 157 

The gathering arises and sings Psalm 134:3 and afterwards the Chair­
man leads in thanksgiving and prayer. 

Correct transcript. 

Henry Beets, S.C. 

H. Keegstra, President, 
H.J. Kuiper, Vice-President, 
D. Zwier, Clerk, 
J. Dolfin, Adjunct-Clerk. 
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SUP P L E MEN T S 

SUPPLEMENT I a 

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL COMMITTEE TO THE 
CHRISTIAN REFORMED SYNOD OF 1928 

ESTEI"llm BnETIllIEN:-

If the vreyity of the report of your Synodical Commit­
tee ina)' be {."onsidcred u sign of the tin}(~s, then it will be 
evident that our denominutionullife, in so far as your Com­
mittee is conneded with it, has been 'Iuiet and lincventful. 
There was nothing in particular for your Committee as such 
to act on, except that from time to time, as a resuit of the 
action of the Synod of 11)2·\, ilHIuiries ClIme to the Stated 
Clrrk as to the reliahility and worthiness of support of 
variolls organizations ()ulsidl' .of our ci."des, appealing to 
0111' churches for assistance. The information was gladly 
~ivcn and usually adYice, if re<Iuested, accompanied what 
was written on the suvject. 

It SN'ms to us that it would he a good thing if all our 
cOllsistori"s would heed tilt' r,,"oIutio,, of the HI:!·\ Synod 011 

the subject, namely, the adyice 011 p. iO, given ti, th~ consis­
tories. that if persons or organizations outside of our circles 
requested aid, tllese consistori,'s should first investigate 
by means of the Synodkal Committe!' if everything was 
in good ord"r. If this investigation did not satisfy, then 
the collection, so Synod dpcitil'd, wus not uloBe advised 
~gainst (afgeraden), hut also the puhlication of r!'ceipts 
was to he .kept out of our church papers. 

The Stnted Clerk was l~ull('d on in IHIIlH'I"OUS ('.uscs to 



, .. 
sign blanks for the obtaining of communion wine, and has 
endeavored to promptly attend to this duty. 

All kinds of organizations within and outside of the 
United States have from time to time been asking for sta­
tistics and other denominational data, especially the Gov­
ernment, for the new Census, and these, too, have been 
furnished by the Stated Clerk. 

The Committee has appointed the Rev. W. P. Van Wijk 
to represent our denomination at the General Synod and 
Tercentenan' commemoration of the Reformed Church in 
America, to- be held during the month of June, 1928. A 
special invitation had been extended to our Church to be 
represented, and we deemed it wise and desirable to have 
Rev. Yan \\'ijk represent us, because he was the president 
of the preceding Synod. 

Your attention is called particularly to a communication 
from Brother J. B. Hulst, one of the committee on prepara­
tion for the next Synod, named on page 179 of the Acts of 
the Synod of 1926. There is some uncertainty as to just 
what belongs to the functioning of this committee, and we 
hope that due attention will be paid to the letter submitted. 

\Ve were very sorry that the Rev. J. Smitter, one of the 
three regular members of the Synodical Committee, was 
suddenly removed out of the land of the living in an un­
usually tragic way. \VhiIe he served but a brief time on 
the Committee, we are thankful for such services as this 
worthy brother rendered in this capacity. 

A couple of inquiries came from consistories regarding 
the statements made in a circular sent out by the Grundy 
College authorities, to enforce an appeal for aid made by 
them. The Stated Clerk replied that, owing to the peculiar 
conditions of the case, he did not feel at liberty to give 
definite advice. 

At the request of the "Gideons", the Christian Commer­
cial Travelers' Association of America, we have arranged 
to have one of its representatives address our Synod during 
its present session. This also applies to the Near East Relief 
Committee. 

\Ve have been carrying on some correspondence with 
the well-known Dr. 'V. Kolfhaus of Ylotho, Germany, in re-
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to the Theological School under auspices of the Alli­
of the Reformed Churches in Germany, at Elhersfeld. 
idea was that he should be permitted to speak in our 

~~(:Im:rchles, and plead for his cause while he was also visiting 
different congregations of the German Reformed Church 

country. We assume there would be no objection, 
:",IWOIUIO he come to America, to open our pUlpits to him or 

allow him limited space in our church organs, or both, 
.,"I"r the purpose named. As you know, he is a man of de­

cidedly Reformed convictions, and the School he is to plead 
" for is very much needed. We shall take for granted, unles~ 
"we hear from Synod, that this meets with your approba­
tion. \Ve cannot at this time tell whether Dr. Kolfhaus will 
come at all. 

The mandate of the regular members of this Committee 
is again surrendered to you for your action. The term of 
the Stated Clerk does not expire till the Synod of 1930. 

HE~RY BEETS, S. C. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. VAN WIJK. 
1. VAN DELLEN. 

P. S. )lay we call your particular attention, in COl 

tion with the report of Prof. Berkhof (p. 162 of the Ag. 
Part II), to the matter of ecclesiastical correspondence 
the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands. A desir. 

• been expressed in De Reformatie, that we from our 
should give a definite suggestion how to come to a 
satisfactory arrangement than the one decided on b 
General Synod of 1927. 

In view of the fact that several inquiries have COl 

as to the Act of Incorporation, whether authorized 0 

by any State Legislature,if such be necessary, it will be " ___ . 
it seems to us, if Synod could insert in its Acta some author­
itative statement, to he referred to when inquirers apply 
for infonnation on the subject. It looks to us that this is 
very important. H. B. 



SUPPLEMENT I b 

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL TREASURER 

Grand Rapids, Mich., June 13, 1928. 
To the Synod of 1928 

of the Christian Reformed Church, 
ESTEE~IED BRETHREN:-

It is with pleasure that I submit herewith an itemized 
statement of receipts and disbursements for the past two 
years. 

From an examination of this account '"OU will notice 
that, at the beginning of the Synod of 1926', we had a bal-
ance of Cash on hand amounting to ...................... $ 3,172.03 
To this has been added .as received from the as-

sessments, money borrowed at the beginning 
of the two-year period to care for the expendi­
tures at that time before our assessments 
came in, etc ........................................................... 20,168.82 

"laking a total oL. ..................................................... $23,340.85 

Out of which has been expended for traveling ex-
penses of the delegates, expenses of the Synod, 
its various Committees, Classical delegates 
present at Classical examinations, printing of 
the Acts and Agenda, etc., the sum oL ............ 15,964.11 

Leaving a balance of Cash on hand amounting to .. $ i ,376.74 

During the past two years we have been operating on 
the basis of an assessment of iOe per family, and we have 
heen able to close our hooks with a slightly greater halance 
than was anticipated. \"ith this in view, it is my sugges­
tion that a resolution be adopted to reduce the assessment 
from iOc. to 60c per family. (But see Art. 137, X, Acta 
1928.) 

As has been the custom, my account has heen verified 
by 1\1r. Henry Denkema, as is shown hy his statement 
hereto attached. Respectfully suhmitted, 

TONY NOORDEWIER. 
Acting T1"eaSurer. 
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SUPPLEMENT II. 

REPORT OF THE CURATORIUM TO THE 
SYNOD OF 1928 

ESTEE~rED BRETH REX: 

The undersigned has the honor to report on the activi­
ties of the Curatorium since the Synod of 1926. During 
this period of two years two regular meetings have been 
held in the spring of 192i and 1928. one special meeting 
of the entire Curatorium in September. 1926. to consider 
grievances against one of the professors elected by the 
Synod of 1926. and one meeting of Curatorium Con­
tractum for the reappointment of professors in the early 
spri ng of 1928. 

Since the Rev. J. Dolfin who served as secretary of this 
body for seven years refused to serve another term this 
bi-ennial report will not bear his familiar signature. The 
undersigned cannot think of a better way to arrange his 

. material than that followed in the past and therefore 
presents: 

I. MATTERS OF IXFORMATIOX. 

A. Sppcial /Ileeting of the Whole Curatorium ill Sep­
tember. 1926. 

1. This meeting was called hy the officers of the Cura­
torium in joint session with the Supervisory Committee to 
consider ohjections to Professor-elect B. K. }fuiper. These 
objections were contained in communications from Clas­
sis Grand Rapids \\'est. Classis Holland. the Consistory of 
Oakdale Park, the Consistory of Coldhrook. a"nd the Con-
sistory of Edgerton. . 

Regarding the qu<'stion whether the Curatorium had 
the right to consider objections against a professor just 
appointed h~' S~'nod to serve in that capacity, the follow­
ing resolution was takeD: 
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"Curatorium considering-
(1) That according to Art. 3 of the .Rules and Regula­

tions for Curatorium this is the appomted body to care 
for the welfare of the School, and . 

(2) That different objections to. the appointment of 
Mr. B. K. Kuiper have been brought m, and, . 

(3) That the complainants have no oppo;tl!ruty to 
present their objections to Synod before Mr. KUiper be­
gins his work, 

"Declarl's that it deems itself called to consider the 
objections that have come in." 

As to the contents of the objections the Curatorium 
found that some of them could not be con~ide~ed beca~se 
thev concerned the validity of Synod's achon m appomt-
in£Professor B. K. Kuiper. This bo~y as a cO,?~.lttee of I 

SYnod cannot consider protests agamst or crlliclsms. of \ 
svnodical actions. The other objections were a~amst I 
B. K. Kuiper and challenged his fitness as a Se.mmary . \ 
professor at our School These were based espeCially on 
Prof. Kuiper's brochur~: "De Jansse~ Zaak. en Nog lets", 
and can be summarized in the followmg pomts as for~u-
lated in the communication of Classis Grand.Raplds. 
West: 

(1) "That Mr. B.K. Kuiper in the matter of apologetic method for 
instruction in Theology, in so far as he cUacusses this method in 
his brochure, see pp.20,21 does not stand on the position of the Synod 
of 1922. 

(2) That it is not clear whether Mr. B.K. Kuiper in the matter of 
his view of Scripture stands on the Reformed view that Holy Scripture 
also for the learned theologue is to be accepted as the Word of God upon the 
ground of its own testimony in connection with the Testimonium Spiritus 
Sancti. 

(3) That we have no desired assurance whether Mr. B.K. Kuiper in the 
matter of the miracles and the Pentateuch is in harmony with the decisions 
of the Synod of 1922, regarding those, pp.131, IIB-132,(3) and p.135,c, 
last paragraph, 136. 

(4) Concerning the personal expressions in his brucnure tne Classis 1s 
convinced that: 

In these expressions are found serious and coarse charges, 



as. also, ridicule, wh~cn IDI1Ke ~ 1; dil'f~cul t 
Ku~per as a theological professor. n tu have respect l'or Mr. B.K. 
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Professor B. K. Kuiper was asked 10 appear before the 
Curalorium to answer the objections made against him. 
After several conferences the professor made a statement 
which satisfied the Curatorium and which was published 
in The Banner of September 9, 1926, and in De Wachter 
of Sept. 8, 1926. It read as follows: 

(1) ""'ith respect to the grievance regarding my views 
of Scripture, I declare that with all my heart I, both as a 
Christian and as a theologian, accept the Holy Scriptures 
as the \\' ord of God on the basis of its own testimony in 
connection with the testimony of the Holy Spirit. -

(2) "With respect to th~ grievance in the matter of 
. the apologetic method, I state the following: 

In my hrochure I conceived of the apologetic 
method as the method of meeting.the opponent on 
his own ground, which, of course, from the very 
nature of the case requires the strictest possible 
neutrality of standpoint. But I readily agree that 
when the defense of the Christian position is under­
taken, to vindicate it to the believer's own mind. 
the standpoint of faith must be clearly in evidence. 
And in my teaching I will adhere to the method 
emphasized by the Synod of 1922. 

(3) "\Vith respect to the grievance in the matter of 
miracles and the Pentateuch I wish to say that: 

I am in full agreement with the doctrinal con­
clusions of the Synod of 1922. \Vhen I say this, it 
is, of course. implied that I no longer hold the 
views expressed in my brochure in as far as there 
is conflict between those views and these conclu­
sions. 

(4) "And, finally, in regard to the personal element in 
my brochure, I declare that in the heat of controversy I 
have said things which ought to have been left unsaid or 
which should have been said otherwise. I am sorry for 
having given rein to any bitterness of feeling that may 
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have actuated me, and crave pardon from all individuals 
involved and from the Church at large for any unbrother­
ly or un-Christian spirit in the manner of my polemics. 

(Signed) uB. K. KUIPER." 

2. At this same meeting (Sept., 1926), the Curatorium 
also felt it to be necessary to remind Professor B. K. 
Kuiper of our stand in regard to theater attendance and 
to exhort him to apply our Reformed principles to his 
daily walk of life. 

3. A request of Prof. B. K. Kuiper to be declared a 
candidate for the. ministry was not acted upon because of 
lack of time for adequate consideration. 

4. The installation of Prof. H .. Schultze and Professor 
B. K. Kuiper took place a few days after the special meet­
ing of the Curatorium in the Sherman St. Church. 

B. Annual Meeting of June, 1927. 

1. The Curatorium convened under the shadow of a 
dark tragedy: the sudden death by accident of one of its 
members, the Rev. J. Smitter. The following resolution 
of con dole nee was passed: 

"The Curatorium of the Theological School and Cal­
vin College assembled in annual session in the College 
building at Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 1, 1927, being 
reminded of the brevi"· of life in the sudden death of 
one of its members, the-Rev. John Smiller, Cura,tor from 
Classis Hackensack: 

"Resolves: 
"(1) That in the death of Rev. Smitter we have lost a 

valuable member, who in all matters pertaining to our 
School and College showed great interest and labored for 
their welfare; 

"(2) That we wish to how in humble submission to 
the will of our heavenly Fath('r, who has seen fit to take 
this servant to Himselr"in glory; 

"(3) That we hereby express our appreciation of the 
talents and gifts which were hestowed on our brother and 
which he might use in the intcr('st of the Church; 

- I 
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"(4) That we express our sincere sympathy with the 
bereaved widow and children, and the congregation of 
Madison Ave., Paterson, N. J., and commend them. to the 
great Shepherd of His sheep for consolation and support." 

2. Mr. E. Masselink, Th. D., graduate of Princeton 
Seminary and of the Baptist Seminary of Louisville, Ky., 
asked to be admitted to the examination for candidacy. 
Since the brother had not attended our Seminary, the 
case was referred to a committee. Decided to instruct 
the committee to consult with Mr. Masselink and attempt 
to persuade him to withdraw his request and take one 
year's work at our ,Seminary. The brother insisted that 
the Curatorium should pass on his request. Decided as 
follows: 

"Xot to permit Mr. Masselink to be examined for can­
didacy at this time. Grounds: 

(1) Xei':her the rule of 1922 nor that of 1924 Ie aye 
room for exemptions of this kind. 

(2) To admit 11k :'.Iasselink now would be setting a 
precedent which would make the application of 
existing rules to other cases difficult." 

Thereupon Mr. Masselink requested approval of a 
course of study presented by himself, and asked for the 
privilege of arranging his own preaching schedule while 
a student at our school. Decided (a) that he confer with 
the Theological Faculty rcgarding his course of study, 
and (b) that his preaching engagements will have to be 
arranged as in the case of all other students. Also that if 
Mr. ~Iasselink desires license to exhort he must submit to 
the usual examination. 

This examination for licensure took place at a later 
session and the licensure was granted. 

3. Eight first year theologinns appeared for examina­
tion for licensure to exhort in our churches. The Super­
visory Committee reported concerning one of these that 
he had transgressed the seventh commandment but that 
it had reinstated him, after he had heen absent from 
school for a few weeks, after it was convinced of his f heartfelt sorrow for his sin. epon heing examined this 

l 
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brother was informed that he would not be permitted to 
exhort in our churches until January, 1928. 

Three of the remaining seven received licensure, 
namely, J. Dornbush, J. Hanenburg, and L. Verduin. Of 
the four who remained one was not granted licensure 

. that year because of immaturity and the remaining three 
were likewise refused because of the more or less un­
settled state of their convictions in regard to fundamen­
tal dOCitrines. 

4. The following graduates of the Seminary Depart­
ment of the College appeared for examination for ad­
mission to the Seminary: Their names are: B. Bruxvoort, 
M. Bolt, R. Star, G. Kok, R. Hooker, J. Hoogland, N. De 
Yries, J. Schuurman, C. R. Veenstra, A. Roskamp, B. Van­
den Brink, J. Vander Ploeg, A. Disselkoen, J. Guichelaar, 
'V. Van de Kieft, P. Holwerda, C. E. F. De Waal Malefyt, J. 
Zandstra. 

In connection with things brought out in this exami­
nation a lengthy discussion ensued on the subject of par­
ticipafion in worldly amusements by our students. It was 
decided that the President of Curatorium should an­
nounce to all these brethren that the Curatorium reminds 
them very strongly of the fact that "we expect you to 
abstain from all worldly amusements and that transgres­
sion of this rule will lead to discipline." This was done. 

5. A committee interviewed one student who desired 
admission to the Seminary but could not meet the entire 
Curatorium. After hearing the report of this committee 
and after reading the article which the brother had re­
cently contributed to the Chimes the Curatorium decided: 

(1) That it regrets that it cannot -see its way clear to 
admit the brolher to the Seminary as a regular 
student at this time because of the views he enter­
tains; 

(2) "That it would suggest to him to enroll as a special 
student next fall." 

6. Mr. John Geels, first year theologian, who was 
called home on account of the death of his mother, was 
referred for licensure to exhort in our churches to the 
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Supervisory Committee. The examination was taken in 
the fall and was found satisfactory. 

7. Extension of preaching license for one year was 
. granted to P. Berkhout, J. Meeter, F. Bronkema, W. H. 

R\ltgers, and J. H. De Haan. These men were studying 
elsewhere after graduation from our Seminary. 

8. The Supervisory Committee reported among other 
things that: 

(1) Ralph Danhof, formerly a student at our Semi­
nary, was licensed to speak in our churches after 
he had satisfactorily passed an examination and 
presented proper credentials; 

(2) It granted Professor Stob leave of absence' for the 
second semester of 1927-1928, subject to the fol­
lowing stipulations: 
a) The courses in Greek shall he regularly taught 

in his absence. 
b) The Faculty shall find a suitable substitute. 
c) The same amount pro rata shall be allowed 

him which is granted to others who receive 
leave of absence. 

(3) Professor L. Berkhof was given leave of absence 
for his stay in Europe till the first week of Octo­
ber. 

(4) It recommended that Professor H. Dekker should 
be appointed for an indefinite period. This was 
approved. 

(5) It recommended that the Secretary of the Cura­
torium should be instructed 10 ask the publishers 
of the Yearbook to make the necessary corrections 
with respect to the list of those licensed to exhort 
in our churches. So decided. 

(6) It recommended that a committee should be ap­
poin1ed to report on the task of the Faculty, the 
Supervisory Committee, and Curatorium Contract­
urn, in the nomination and appointment of in­
structors and professors in the college. So de­
cided. Committee: the President of the College, 
the Supervisory Committee and the Curatorium. 



9. The committee appointed to consider Professor 
B. K. Kuiper's request for admission to candidacy report­
ed as follows: 

"In a personal conference with Prof. Kuiper we talked 
the situation over with him. As a result of this confer­
ence he now desires to let the matter rest for the present 
in view of the fact that he was called to a chair in our 
Seminary. At the same time Prof. Kuiper would like to 
have it recorded that he does not' wish this to be inter­
preted in a way which might in any manner be preju­
dicial to him in case he should repeat this request at any 
future time in possibly altered circumstances." Accepted 
for information. 

10. The Rector's report contained among other things 
the information "that in several instances students have 
entered college with the purpose of studying for the 
ministry and have abandoned this purpose during their 
college career and are thus lost to the Seminary and to 
the ministry of our Church." 

In view of the preceding and of certain unsatisfactory 
utterances before this bodv by Seminarv students and 
also in view of matters touched upon in the report of the 
College President, it was decided to request the two 
faculties to make a thorough study of this matter, and to 
report their findings and to make recommendations to the 
annual meeting of the Curatorium in 1928. 

11. Concerning the request of one of our college 
graduates to be admitted to the Seminary, the following 
decision was taken: 

"Because of recent developments in the life of --­
-------- viz., the fact that he transgressed the 
seventh commandment, as well as the insincere attitude 
which he manifested in connection with it, which in(li­
cates certain unfavorable traits in his character, the Cura-
torium does not permit Mr. to enter the. 
Seminary." 

12. The following items are culled from the Report 
of the Committee on Buildings and Grounds: A new floor 
had to be laid in the gymnasium of the Dormitory; the 
tennis court on the campus was completed; $300.00 was 
set aside for landscaping around the new library and the 

I 
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donnitory; laboratory desks were purchased for the' 
.Physics Department. 

The Committee, consisting of Rev. W. P. Van Wijk, 
Mr. B. 'V. Hertel, and Mr. N. Brander, was reappointed . 

. . 13. In connection with the President's report the fol­
lowing can be reported: 

(1) The helpfuLinfluence of Dr. H. Meeter, Professor 
of Bible and spiritual advisor to the male students, 
and of Miss Johanna Timmer, advisor to the Co­
eds, was already discernible. 

(2) Mr. E. Monsma had begun his work as assistant in 
Biology. He was also in charge of Physics. 

(3) Leave of absence was given to Professor Yan 
Haitsma for the first semester of 1927-1928. Ar­
rangements had been made to carryon his work 
without additional expense to the treasury, 'in 
view of which full salary was granted him; also 
because of the following consideration: 
a) Prof. Yan Haitsma has now completed. 110 

hours of graduate work, largely during his 
summer vacations, at an expense of about 
$1500.00. 

b) He is now within sight of the coveted Ph. D. 
degree. 

(4) The Supervisory Committee is authorized to 
appoint two teachers for the Normal Department 
provided ways and means can be found to secure 
the necessar)' funds without increasing the assess­
ments. 

(5) $200.00 will be set aside annually for publishing 
the Alumni Jetter. • 

(6) Miss Timmer was appointed Librarian. 
(7) The Committee on Finance will he asked to set 

aside $300.00 annually for expenses in connection 
with debating contests. 

14. Attention was given to a letter from Rev. J. Rot­
tier, strongly deprecating the presentation of a "Comedy" 
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-ny Calvin College students in the vicinity of his church. 
Decid"d as follows: 

(1) The Curatorium agrees with the Faculty that Rev. 
Rottier should have conferred with the Facultv 
before bringing the matter to this body; . 

(2) The Curatorium also regrets the use of the term 
"Comedy" . 

-(3) Since there appears to be a difference between 
Rev. Rottier's objection and the conception that 
the Faculty has of-Rev. Rottier not only object­
ing to the use of the term but also to "its actual 
character"-the Curatorium informs Brother Rot­
tier that it is at present not in a position to decide 
whether the performance of the stud"nts falls 
within the connotation of the term ''Theatrical'', 
and the Curatorium informs Rev. Rottier also that 
it has always and does at this time occupy a de­
cided stand against theatre-going and "Comedy". 

(4) Rev. Rottier shall receive a copy of these resolu­
tions. 

In connection with this matter it was decided to advise 
the Faculty to discourage public plays and sketches 
among the students. (Sec later decision.) . 

15. A communication was received from the Board of 
the West Side Christian School of Grand Rapids, Mich­
igan, in which complaint was made about a lax altitude 
toward theater-going among our Normal students. 

The following resolution was adopted: 
(I) ''To call the altention of the College Faculty to the 

rule adopted by the Curatorium in re theater­
attendance; 

(2) "To ask the Faculty to emphasize the fact repeat­
edly to all the students and in this case especially 
to the students of the Normal Department, of the 
great importance of the position that they as lead­
ers and in this special case as teachers are to 
occupy in respect to the children of the covenant. 
The parents of these children are vitally interested 
in their proper education, the schoolboards are as 
well as the consistories, and so ought the teachers 
to be. The Faculty shall inform the students of 

--'-
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the Normal Department that the Curatorium has 
received complain ts regarding theater attendance 
among them and that our Christian schoolboards 
are deeply concerned about this matter. 
''The secretarY shall inform the West Side School­
board in re this matter." 

16. A communication was received from the National 
Union of Christian .Schools, requesting financial support 
for extension courses for teachers. 

Decided to reply as follows: 
(1) The Curatorium feels that the Normal Depart­

ment itself ought to be enlarged first before it 
can entertain the proposition; 

(2) In addition to this the financial condition of the 
institution does not permit the Curatorium to act 
favorably on the request. 

17. \Ye report the following in connection with the 
report of the Committee on Finance: 

(1) The resignations were accepted of Mr. B. J. Jonk­
man and Han. A. H. Bosch and appreciation of 
their services was expressed. Mr. F. 'Vinter of 
Muskegon and Mr. G. Dornbos of Grand Haven 
were elected as members. Alternates: Dr. Brood­
man and Mr. \V. Muller. 

(2) Mr. T. Noordewier and Rev. H. Keegstra were 
re-elecled. 

(3) The Collel1e Building was insured at $l00,()()().OO, 
the Dormitory at $60,000.00 and the library con­
tents at 60 percent of the inventory. Approved. 

(4) The deed of the Wybenga farm of New Era is now 
in possession of the treasurer. 

(5) The Budget for the year 1927 was adopted .. De­
cided to ask the Committee on Finance hereafter 
to present the Budget a half year in advance rather 
than as it is done now, when the Budget is already 
in effect for almost six months before its adoption. 

18. The report of the Educational Secretary was read 
and considered. His plan for increasing the Endowment 
Fund was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
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~ 
r Decided to raise the salary of Rev. Vander Mey to 

$3,000.00 on condition that he emphasize the educational 
. phase of his work and preach as often as possible in 
behalf of our school ,,~thout remuneration for himself. 

19. Decided to send a word of appreciation to Mr. 
Tony Noordewier for his gratuitous services as treasurer 
of our school. 

20. Prof. B. K. Kuiper addressed the Curatorium and 
requests its co-operation in obtaining material bearing on 
the history of our denomination. 

21. The report of the Assistant Librarian was read 
and accepted. De.cided to "grant the request of the. com­
bined lihrary committees that $1000.00 be appropriated 
to perfect the technique of the operation of our Library 
before it is housed in the new Hekman Memorial Librarv 
Building. If necessary the faculties will limit themselves 
in the purchase of their hooks to make this sum avail­
able." 

22. A decision to recommend to Synod to raise the 
maximum of the salaries· of the college professors to 
$3500.00, with the understanding that the sliding scale 
should he applied as before until the maximum is reached 
provided ways and means could be found to obtain the 
necessary funds. was referred to the Supervisory Com­
mittee and the Committee on Finance. This same com­
mi lIee will also consider raising the salaries of the Assis­
iant Professors, Instructors, and Assistants. 

23. The members of the. Supervisory Committee. 
Bruinooge, Heeres. Lamberts, Vanderwerp and Kuiper. 
were re-appointed. A bonus of $100.00 was voted to Rev. 
Lamberts. the secretary. in view of his manifold labors. 

24. Mr. Cornelisse was re-appointed as Athletic Di­
rector at a salary of $1800.00 per annum. 

C. Meeting of Curalorium Conlrac/um. Feb. 28, March 
20. 21. 1928. 

This meeting was called for the purpose of making 
reappointments in the college and considering objections 
against one of our theological professors. 
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1. Since Professor Jellema's six year term had ex­
pired, the Supervisory Committee rep'orted on his work, 
It had conferred with the professor in a very amicable 
manner on his philosophical convictions and obtained 
from him a brief writMn statement of his philosophical 
views. This statement was later sent to the curators, 

It was decided to ask the president of the College 
whether he had a recommendation as to the reappoint­
ment of Professor Jellema, and to ask the President and 
the Rector whether the investigation made by the joint 
faculties as to views current among the students had any 
bearing on the re-appointment of the men before us. The 
President replied that on the basis made so far by the 
joint facuIties and on the basis of personal conferences 
with Professor Jellema, he knew no reason why he should 
not recommend Professor Jellema for reappointment. 

It was decided that Professor Jellema should meet 
with Curatorium Contractum in order that the members 
might have the opportunity to ask him concerning the 
matters on which they might still be in doubt. 

The conference with Prof. Jellema was held and there­
upon the following decision was made: 

"Decided to give Prof. H. Jellema an' indefinite ap­
o pointment." 

The following expression was added and read to Prof. 
Jellema when he was informed of the decision: 

"Considering: 
(1) "That our present college students seem to have 

less prononnced theological convictions than for­
merly; 

(2) "That there is a danger in the stud~' of Philosophy, 
especially for immature youths, and, 

(3) "That according to the report of the Faculties 
sonle unsound views are Illore or less current 
among onr students and that these views concern 
fundamental questions,-

-"the Curatoriulll advises Prof. Jellema and also expects 
him as a Professor at a Calvinistic c()llege to emphasize 
as much as possihle the things we consider fundamental, 

, 
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and to that end combine the the.tic with the Socratic 
method." 

It may be well to add that the attitude of Prof. Jellema 
.toward ihe Supervisory Committee aud toward Cura­
lorium Contractum in frankness and congeniality was all 
that we could wish for. 

2. The Supervisory Committee reported certain mat­
ters brought to its attention concerning Prof. B. K. Kuiper. 
It was decided that the Curatorium Contractum should 
constitute itself a commi ttee of pre-advice to serve the 
next meeting of the Curatorium in regard to the reap­
pointment of Prof. B. K. Kuiper. The Supervisory Com­
mittee was instructed to prepare a draft of its findings in 
the matter and also its recommendation. 

The report of the Supervisory Committee wa.s adopted 
and the following resolution prepared for presentation 

. to the Curatorium: 
"In regard to the reappointments of Prof. Kuiper and 

Prof. Schultze, Curatorium Contractum finds that it is be­
yond its province to make any recommendations to 
Synod. This must be done by Curatorium Plenum. 

"Nevertheless it feels itself constrained to give advice 
to Curatorium with respect to Prof. Kuiper's reappoint­
ment, especially since several matters have been brought 
to its attention. 

"First of all, there was a communication from Mr. 
Nick Bouma containing grievances against Prof. Kuiper 
since the lalter had been seen entering a movie and since 
he had admitted such in accompanying letters addressed 
to Mr. Bouma. The professor wrote that he had entered 
the movie merely to adjust his new plates that were 
troubling him, but Mr. Bouma was not satisfied with. this 
explanation. 

"Besides this there was a communication from Classis 
Grand Rapids East which had a bearing on the same 
matter (of movie attendance-not the same instance). 
The Oakdale Park Consistorv had asked Classis to request 
Synod not to reappoint Prof. Kuiper. From this con­
sistory it was learned by the Classis that the professor 
had not refrained from movie-attendance since his ap­
pointment in 1926. The Classis therefore called the 
attention of the Supervisory Committee to this matter and 

I 
I 
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asked for more information to be received at the next 
meetin~. In connection with this matter the Supervisory 
CommIttee reported that after it had received this com­
munication and had heard a committee of the Oakdale 
Park consistorv about this matter, it had interviewed the 
professor. The latter admitted that he had attended the 
movie off and on, believing, that to understand the Amer­
jcan people, one should see a picture occasionally. He 
announced, however, that he had not attended the movie 
again since Rev. De Haan of Holland had pointed out to 
him that he was giving offense to the young peo}?le of the 
churches; and the. professor stated to the CommIttee that 
he was sorry that he had given this offense. The Com-
mittee had then: . 

"(a) Reminded him of the assurance he had given at 
the meeting of the Curatorium in 1926 that he 
would uphold this body in its stand over against 
worldly amusements; 

"(b) Told him that he was expected to refrain from 
further movie attendance, and, 

"(c) announced to him that this matter would have 
to be reported to Curatorium Contractum. 

"In view of these things this bodv advises Curatorium 
to accept the following resolution and take the decision 
.bound up in it: 

"'\Vhereas Prof. Kuiper has attended the movie in 
spite of the fact that he knew what the stand of the Cura­
tori urn was in regard to the amusement question and that 
he has promised to uphold Curatorium in this matter, and 

" '\Vhereas the malter of his movie attendance is now 
common knowledge, Curatorium decide to recommend to 
Synod not to reappoint Prof. Kuiper:" 

Decided to send a copy of the decisions in re Prof. 
Kuiper to the professor and to all the Curators. 

All unfinished business was referred to the Supervisory 
Commi lIee with power to act. 

D. Annual Meeting of May, 1928. 
1. The following officers for the year were elected: 

President, Rev. W. P. Van Wijk; Vice-President, Dr. Y. P. 
De Jong; Secretary, Rev. H. J. Kuiper; Assistant Secre­
tary, Rev. L. J. Lamnerts. 
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2. All the sessions, except when examinations were '1, 
hpld, took place in executive session. The Rector of the 1 
Seminary and the President of the College, however, were 
privileged to attend all sessions. 

S. Reports were read of the Rector of the Seminary, 
Dr. C. Bouma, the Presiden t of the College, the Secretary 
of the Supervisory Committee, the Librarian, tbe Build­
ings and Grounds Committee, the Committee on Finance, 
and the Educational Secretary. 

4. The recommendation of the College President to 
raise the allowance of $75.00 for attendance of faculty 
members at conferences to $100.00 was adopted. . 

5. The condolence committee presented the following 
resolutions which were adopted: 

"The Board of Trustees in annual session Mav 2S, 
realizing the brevitv of life and the certaintv of death ill 
the demise of one of its members, the Rev: J. Haveman, 
pastor of the church at Inwood, Iowa, and of the helpmeet 
of one of the professors of our Seminary;Mrs. L. Berkhof, 
wishes to declare: 

"(1) That in the death of Rev. Haveman the Board 
has lost a valuable member who with his keen 
insight in various matters was able to assist 
greatly. 

"(2) That in the death of Mrs. Berkhof the professor 
has lost a fai!hful helpmeet who not only attend­
ed to the dutIes of her household, but was also a 
source of encouragement to our worthy brother 
in his labors for the Kingdom in general and our 
Theological School in particular. 

"(S) That we wish to bow in humble submission to 
the will of our heavenh' Father who makes no 
mistakes, but directs ev~rything according to his 
sovereign wiIl. 

"(4) That we express our sympathy with the sorrow­
ing ones and commit them to God who is the 

. source of all comfort and who supplies graciously 
out of his fulness according to our needs." 

6. Among others the following recommendations of 
the Supervisory Committee are acted upon: 

I 

I 
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(2) 

(3) 

To appoint Prof. Wvngaarden as Rector for the 
school year 1928-1929. Adopted. 
To make new arrangements with the Board of 
the Oakdale Park Christian School for Practice 
Teaching by our Normal Students, seeing the 
State of Mie.higan requires that those who work 

. for the degree of A. B. in Education must also take 
a certain number of hours in this practical work. 
Adopted. . 
To interpret the rule prohibiting students of the 
first year Seminary from "preaching" as implying 
that they must not deliver sermons in the Holland 
Home or at any public gathering. This does not 
mean of course that they are not permitted to 
give informal talks in missions, etc. Adopted. 

7. The following brethren, after due examination, 
were admitted as candidates for the ministry in our 
church: Joe Betten, Clarence Groot, Dewey J. Hoitenga, 
Jacob M. Kooyers, Marvin \'anderwerp, \\'illiam Yan 
Peursem, Peter \' os, John De Haan. 

8. The four students of the )11iddle class in the 
Seminary whose request last year for license to exhort 
was refused (See I, B, 3, of this report) now came with 
the same request, and were again examined. Two of 
them gave full satisfaction and received unconditional 
licensure. One who was refused last year on the ground 
of immaturity received licensure on condition that he 
should preach only such sermons in the congregations as 
will previously be submittpd to the Faculty for review 
and are approved. It was decided in the case of the 
fourth: 

(1) To grant him license to exhort but to emphasize 
his need of a more definite theological approach 
to Biblical material; 

(2) To inform him that the foHowing conditions are 
attached: 
a) That he be required to submit the sermons he 

expects to preach in the congrpgations to the 
Faculty for review and approval, 

b) That his licensure he not extended in 1929 
except on recommendation of the F acuity and 
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that his pulpit privileges are suhject to cancel­
lation hv the Facultv at anv time if -in its 
opinion his homiletical work is unsatisfactory. 

9. The following graduates of the First Year Seminary 
. were examined and given license to exhort in our church­

es: -Martin A. Bolt, Brant Bruxvoort, John Henry De 
Groot, Frank De Jong, Nick De Vries, Arie Disselkoen, 
John Guichelaar, Jacoh Hoogland, Rens H. Hooker, Peter 
Holwerda, Gareth S. Kok, Chas. E. F. De Waal Malefyt, 
John F. Schuurmann, Ring Star, Bert Vanden Brink, Cor­
nelius B. Vander Hart, John Vander Ploeg, 'V. Vande 
Kieft, Conrad R. \" eenstra. 

Among these was the hrother who was refused admis­
sion to the Seminary last year as a regular student (see 
I, B, 5 of this report). Since there was a decided change 
in his attitude the Curatorium felt free to admit him to 
the Seminary as a regular student and to grant him license 
to exhort. 

10. The hrethren Frank De Jong and John Vander 
Ploeg requested the privilege to do mission work this 
summer at Quincy and Hebron, Ill., under supervision of 
Classis Illinois. Classis Ostfriesland requests that John 
Schuurmann be permitted to exhort in its vacant churches 
this summer hecause of the special and peculiar needs of 
this Classis. Since a Synodical ruling forhids theological 
students who have not yet entered the second year to 
exhort, decided to notify thl'se students that their re­
quest cannot be granted unless Synod adopts the over­
ture of Classis Sioux Center in regard to this matter. 

11. Extension of license to exhort was granted for 
one year to Mr. P. Berkhout. who is preparing for medical 
mission work, and to the graduates Rikkers aud Hoogstra, 
who intend to study at Princeton. 

12. The brethren YlT and Rienstra, 1927 graduates of 
our Seminary Preparatory Course, asked to be admitted 
10 the Seminary. Since they lack the required recommen­
dations, their request is referred to the Supervisory Com­
mittee for later disposition. 
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13. The brother who was refused admission to the 

Seminary last year (see I, B, 11 of this report) and who 
spent this past year at Princeton, again asked to be ad­
mitted. Decided that since the brother has not given 
evidence of a desired change of character he cannot be 
admitted as a regular student, though this does not mean 
that he ma~' not apply for entrance as a special student. 

14. Mr. P. A. Spoelstra, married student at Grundy 
Junior College, thirty-five years of age, asked to be ad­
mitted to our Seminary without being required to do the 
work of the .Junior and Senior college years. The Grundy 
College Faculty supported him in this request. Our Semi­
nary Faculty recommended that he be required to take 
only the Junior year. This recommendation was adopted. 

15. The following graduates of the Seminary Prepara­
tory Course of our College were examined for admission 
to the Seminar,,: 1'. Beute, J. Holwerda, J. J. Kenbeek, 
D. Mellema, C: OIdenberg, E. Tanis, J. Van Bruggen, J. 
\'an Laar, C. Van Schouwen, P. Dahm. All these brethren 
were admitted but in two cases the CiIratorium expressed 
strong disapproval of the altitude assumed with regard 
to certain questions. 

. 16. Another 1927 graduate of the Seminary Prepara­
tory Course was examined for entrance to the Seminary. 
The following answer was given him: 

"Because of the uncertainty with respect to certain 
truths of God's Word and because of certain philosophi­
cal ideas expressed, the Curatorium does not permit you 
at this time to enter our Seminary as a regular student; 
this, however, would not prevent you from applying for 
~nrollment as a special student." 

17. Prof. B. K. Kuiper appeared twice before the 
Curatorium in connection with the decision of Curatorium 
Contractum (See I, C, 2 of this report). He answered 
questions pu t to him in substance as follows: 

He is very sorry that he has attended the movies, not 
realizing at the time that this would cause offense. He 
acknowledged that he attended three or four times during 
the first Christmas vacation after his installation and a 
few times afterwards. lie ceased attending in the spring 



of 192i after one of our ministers had admonished him. 
Upon being asked what he thonght of movie attendance, 
he answered that he would rather not express his views 
on the subject until Synod convenes--though he was 
pressed to do so. He would say, howeve.r, that he is 
opposed to it that our people attend regularly, though he 
does believe that it is possible for some to attend with 
discrimination and that such attendance is highly enlight­
ening for those who would understand American life. The 
professor would also add that he would no longer attend 
theaters, regardless of whether Synod should adopt a 
severe or an indulgent attitude. 

The following substitute for the motion of the Cura­
torium Contractum was rejected by a vote of 16 to 11 : 

"The Board of Trustees recommends Prof. B. K. Kuiper 
for the c.hair of Historical Theology for a period of two 
years instead of six. Grounds,' (1) Prof. KUiper has given 
evidence of being an able teacher in his department; (2) 
Prof. Kuiper has given offense to the people of Grand 
Rapids and others by occasional visits to moving picture 
theaters; (3) Prof. Kuiper has refrained from doing so 
durinll the last year and a half and he has solemnly' 
promIsed the Board that he will not do so again; (4) In 
view of "rounds (1) and (3) it would seem fair both to 
the Seminary and to Prof. Kuiper that he he put on trial 
until another Synod." 

Another motion reading as follows was presented and 
adopted: 

"In regard to the reappointment of Prof. B. K. Kui­
per the Curatorium to its regret cannot see its way clear 
to recommend his reappointment. This is not because 
his work as professor in Church History is not salis­
factory but because he has lost our confidence by his 
failure to keep his promise to uphold our stand in re­
gard to t'he amusement question." 

18. Three brethren received the privilege to present 
the following minority recommendations to Synod: 

. "The un?crsigned re(P'e~ their inahility. to concur 
wIth the advIce of the majorIty of ' the CuratorlUm where­
hy they advise Svnod not to reappoint Prof. B. K. Kuiper 
to the chair of 'Historical Theology. They advise that 
your body reappoint Prof. Kuiper for a term of two years 
instead of for a term of six years. 

-
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GrOlll1d.,; .(1) The unanimous report of the members 
of the Supervisorv Committee is that Prof. Kuiper has 
given good satisfaction as a teacher in his department; 
(2) It would be unfair both to our .School and to the 
Church to deprive the Seminary of the good talents God 
has given in Prof. Kuiper; (3) It is the truly Christian 
way to admoni~h, rebuke and punish without at once 
going to the very limit. Consider what it would imply 
for Prof. Kuiper and his family if he should be dismissed 
from the Seminary at this time; (4) The objection ad­
vanced by the majority report is of little weight where­
as (a) the brother has confessed his error and has prom­
ised not to repeat it, and has also promised to teach those 
who come under his influence to abstain from visiting 
playhouses; (b) he has now abstained from visiting 
movies during a period of seventeen months, that is, 
ever since jot was pointed ont to him that his conduct haq 
given offense. (5) His lapse can be sufficiently punished 
and the strictest stand of the Synod on the amusement 
prohlem be fully upheld by rehuking the professor on 
the floor of the Synod, and putting him on trial for an­
other two years, rather than making his appointmen.t 
more definite at this time. (6) Curatorium has reached 
the conclnsion contained in the majority advice by a 
vote which was in no wise unanimous. 

(Signed) 
J. CUPIDO, 
J. K. VAN BAALEN, 

J. J. WEERSING. 

19. After a unanimous favorahle report by the Super­
visory Committee Curntorinm decided to recommend the 
reappointment of Prof. H. Schultze for a period of six 
years. 

20. The reappointment of Prof. H. Jellema by Cura­
tori urn Contractum was approved. 

21. Approval was given to the following actions by 
the Supervisory Committee: 

(1) Sending " cablegram of congratulations to Pro­
fessors Bouwman and Honig of Kampen on their 
twenty-fifth anniversary. 



(2) The appointment .of Miss Beukema of Holland to 
succeed Miss Anne ,Smith as office clerk . 

. (3) The decision that Dr. Meeter's appointment was 
for six years. 

(4) The reappointmellll of Mr. J. Bos as instructor for 
a period of two years at a salary of $2100.00. 

(5) The reappointment of Miss Timmer as Advisor to 
the Co-eds and Librarian at a salary of $2000.00. 

(6) The reappointment of Mr. E. Monsma for one 
year as assistant in Biology and teacher of Physics 
at a salary of $1900.00 plus $100.00 annually for 
the work in the Physics Department. 

(7) The appointment of Mr. L. Flokstra as instructor 
in the Normal Department at a salary of $2300.00 
for the first year and $2400.00 for the second year 
in case the sliding scale is adopted. 

(8) The reappointment of Mr. Cornelisse as Athletic 
Director at the same salary. 

!9) Raising of Mr. S. Swets' salary from $2400.00 to 
$2500.00 subjeot to the approval of the Board. 

22. The following actions were taken on Recommen­
dations in the Report of the Supervisory Committee: 

(1) To promote Professor \' an Zyl as head of the 
Normal Department. This implies that he re­
ceives the title of "professor" and that the sliding 
scale for salaries shall now apply to him, his 
maximum salary, however, to be determined laler. 
Adopted. 

(2) Attention was called to the fact that much extra 
work had heen done by Professor Dekker in con­
nection with ~he Placement Bureau for Normal 
students and by Mr. Van Zyl in connection with 
the Normal work by College Seniors. 'Decided to 
send the brethren a leiter of thanks. 

(3) Since Miss Johanna Timmer resigned as Librarian 
because the work interfered too greatly with her 
work as Adviser to Co-eds, it was decided to 
recommend the appointment of a full-'time 
librarian. 

This recommendation was adopted and Miss 
Elizabeth Vertregt was appointed as Acting Li-
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brarian at a salary to be determined by the Super­
visory Committee. 

(4) In connection with a request by Prof. Van Andel 
to permit his students to present historical dia­
logues under his supervision, which in view of the 
decision of June, 1927 (See this report), had to be 
referred to the Curatorium for action, the follow­
ing decision is taken, subject, of course, to approv­
al bv Synod: 

"The faculty shall see to it that in public enter­
tainments given by our students only dialogues or 
plavs of a positive Christian character are pre­
sen"t.·d, with the understanding that in said plays 
no biblical characters shall be represented." 

(5) In the matter of grievance of Prof. R. Stob that he 
had not been promised the same allowance for his 
leave of absence which the Curatorium had given 
another Professor, the report of a committee on 
this matter was adopted. As follows: 
"a) On the basis of 1he rule established bv the 

Curatorium no injustice has been done to 
Prof. Stob in granting him the $250.00 for the 
half year he is absent. 

"b) Whereas it appears from the minutes that 
Prof. Van Haitsma has been awav two semes­
ters with full pay, once even after the rule 
established by the Curatorium, the Curator­
ium grant Prof. ,Stob the full amount allowed 
professors that go on a year's leave of ab­
sence. 

"c) Henceforth the Curatorium shall adhere 
strictly, without regard to past history, to the 
established rule that professors on leave of 
absence for one year shall receive five hun­
dred dollars." 

23. In connection with the rule in regard to worldly 
amusements the college president asked for a definition 
of "card-playing". Decided to refer the professor to the 
future decision of Synod on this subject. 

24. The Curatorium gave its sanction to the efforts 
of Rev. Vander Mey to secure $85,000.00 for endowing the 
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chair of Ethics in the Seminary and of Bible in the Col- -
lege by persuading consistories to pledge $1,000.00 or 
$500.00 for this cause. So far thirty-eight consistories and 

'cougregations have made a pledge and only three of 
those asked have refused. Only $10,000 more are needed 
to bring the pledges up to the required fifty percent to 
make the pledge binding. 

25. The proposed Budget of tbe Committee on Build­
ings and Grounds was adopted. 

26. All the members of the Committee on Buildings 
and Grounds were reappointed and the President, Rev. 
\Y. P. Van \Yijk, was instructed to convey thanks to the 
hrethren for their work of the past year. 

2i. In connection with a communication from the 
College F acuIty J4egarding salaries the following was 
decided: 

"In answer to the communication of the College 
Facult\', the Curatorium wishes to state that it does not 
wish to discriminate between the two departments, and 
that if any discrimination has been made it has surely 
not heen on the ground of separation or difference be­
tween nature and grace. hut because this Curatorium does 
not feel that it is justifiable to add to the burden of the 
Church at large an amount such as would be required to 
meet the suggestion of the College FacuIty." 

28. The following items reported in the report of the 
Committee on Finance were approved: 

(1) It was decided that Rev. Vander Mev should col­
lect on old pledges as much as possible and go on 
with obtaining new pledges for the two new 
chairs, Ethics and Bible. 

(2) It was found advisable to cancel about one hun­
dred old pledges which are not collectable. -

(3) Rev. Yander ·Me\, received some contributions for 
a pipe organ in' the chapel. Decided to approve 
of this and to authorize the Commillee on Finance 
to continue collections for this cause as they see 
fit hut to defer' final action until the next meeting 
of Curalorium. 
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(4) The advice /liven to the Supervisory Committee to 
go ahead wIth the appointment of a second teach­
er for the Normal Department was based on our 
opinion tha t the necessary funds would be forth­
coming. 

(5) The sum of $300.00 receiyed from the Johanna 
Koezema legacy was placed in the endowment 
fund. The sum of $100.00 received from Mrs. F. 
\Yeersing was intended especially for the purchase 
of books for the Seminary. 

(6) The request of the faculties that balances left in 
the budget items at the end of the year should be 
carried over .to the following year, so as to be 
available when needed, led to the following de­
cision: 

"\"henever the Faculties foresee the expendi­
ture of something extra, the Committee, when the 
hudget is made up, will consider such, especially 
if the full allowance of the past year has not been 
expended." 

(7) It was decided that $18,344.00 pledged on the 
Endowment cards were meant and are therefore 
to be transferred to the Endowment for the chair 
of Bible. 

("8) A deal was consummated whereby the \Vybenga 
farm of New Era plus $500.00 was traded in for a 
house at Galewood and the house was sold on con­
tract for the sum of $2500.00 to be paid off at 
$20.00 per month. 

(9) The treasurer received the deed of the Zylstra: 
property at Atwood, Michigan. 

(10) In regard to an inquiry whether there were now 
funds ayailable for a third instructor in the Nor­
mal Department, in which action was deferred 
till the preparation of the new Budget; 

Curatorium decided to authorize the Super­
visory Committee to make the appointment. 

29. The following recommendations were made by 
the Committee on Finance and acted upon: 

(1) To increase the tuition of non-Seminary students 
from :))75.00 to $100.00 per year. Decided to do 
so with the understanding, howeyer, that only 
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$150.00 shaH be asked for two students out of one 
family and $175.00 for three out of one family. 

(2) The Financial Report and the proposed Budget 
for the calendar year 1928 were read. The Bud­
get was adopted as presented except that $1300.00 
was added to meet the expenditures authorized by 
this meeting of the Curatorium. 

The net deficit of $7500.00 for the year 1921'\ 
was referred back to the Committee on Finance. 

(NOTE-The Budget is found in the Supple­
ment of this report.) 

(3) A tentative Budget for the year 1928-1929 was 
offered in compliance with a decision of last year. 
Since it could not be made sufficieililly complete 
to be of real value, it was decided not to press the 
demand, but instead to ask that a copy of the 
Budget shall be sent to each curator as soon as it 
is drawn up. 

(4) Nominations for the CommHtee on Finance were 
presented. The following were elected: Dr. A. B. 
Poppen, of Muskegon and Mr. H. HoItvluwer of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Alternates: Mr. R. Hui­
zenga of Grand Rapids and Mr. C. Luyendyk of 
Kalamazoo. The Messrs. John Hekman and G. J. 
Rooks of Grand Rapids were re-elected. 

30. A letter of thanks from Prof. Van Haitsma is re­
ceived and ordered filed. Decided to extend to him our 
congratulations on securing his Ph. D. degree. 

31. Decided to set aside $50.00 to investigate possi­
bilities of improving the acoustics of the chapel. 

32. Decided to add an additional member to the 
Committee on Finance, one who is a member of tlte 
Curatorium. Rev. Kok is elected to serve out the un­
expired term of Rev. Vanderwerp. 

33. The memhers of the Supervisory Committee are 
re-elected by acclamation. 
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34. Decided to go on record as not favoring the re­
port which will be presented to the coming Synod on the 
Reduction of the Number of Curators. Grounds: 

(1) The number of curators will not be sufficiently 
large to take care of the work. especially between 
meetings. For example the work of the Super­
visory Committee. the Committee on Buildings and 
Grounds. and the Committee on Finance must be 
taken care of to a very great extent by men living 
in comparatively close proximity to the school. 

(2) Frequently matters come up which are too weighty 
to be entrusted to a small body of men. 

(3) Though the cost of holding meetings is ·now con­
siderable. it must not be overlooked that our 
system of having Curatorium instead of the var­
ious Classes take the examinations for admission 
to candidacy saves the churches not a little money. 

35. Decided to give the secretary of the Supervisory 
Committee the same bonus as heretofore and to give the 
Supervisory Committee power to act in all matters which 
may have been overlooked at this meeting. 

II. MATTERS FOR ApPROVAL AND ACTION. 

A. Matters for Approval. 

1. Special meeting of September. 1926. Articles 1 and 
2 of this report. 

2. Annual meeting. June. 1927. Articles 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 
8. (1-5). 10. 11. 12. 13 (3). 14. 15. 16. 17. (1. 2. 3.) 18b. 
21. 22. 23. 24. also the following decision: "Only those 
prospective Seminary students will be admitted to exami­
nation in the regular session of the Curatorium who plan 
to enter the Seminary in the fall of the same year. and if 
anyone examined and passed by the Curatorium for 
some reason or other postpones his entrance into the 
Seminary for a year. or for a longer period of time. he 
shall be required to submit again to the examination of . 
the Curatorium hefore he can be admitted as a regular 

., student of the Seminary." 

., 3. Meetings of Curatorium Contractum. 1928. Arti-
cles 1 and 2. 
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4. Annual meeting of May, 1928. Articles 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, (1-5), 23, 24, 
26, 28, (1-8, 10), 29 (1-4), 30, 32, 33, 34. 

B. Matters for Actioll. 
1. Special meeting of September, 1926. SOlle. 
2. Annual meeting of June, 1927. llone. 
3. Meeting of Curatorium Contraetum, 1928. .Y one. 
4. l'leeting (Annual) of May, 1928. 

a) Article 17. 
b) Article 19. 
c) Article 35. 
d) The following proposal regarding the increase 

of salaries of college professors: 
"(1) The Curatorium proposes to raise the maximum 

salary of college professors at $3300.00 except in 
the case of those men who have earned a doctor's 
degree or who have served the institution for a 
period of twent~'-five years-these to receive a 
maximum of $3500.00. 

"(2) The raise is to be made by sliding scale with the 
understanding that the professors will receive a 
raise of $200.00 the first year. 

"(3) Henceforth professors and associate professors, 
instructors and assistants shall be placed on a 
sliding scale. 

"(4) The scale of salaries shall be as follows: 

Assistants ........................... . 
Instructors ........................... . 
Associate Professors ......... . 
Professors ........................... . 

Minimum 

$1600.00 
2000.00 
2200.00 
2600.00 

Ma.ximum 

$2200.00 
2400.()0 
2800.00 
3300.00 

or 3500.00 
"(5) That the salary of the College President shall be 

$4000.00 for the next year. 
e) Finally, the following proposal for revision of 

the Rules regarding the appointment of theological pro­
fessors: 

"\Yhereas this h()(h' has heen asked bv Classis Muske­
gon to consider the advisability of presenting to Synod a 
new set of rules gowrning the appointment of theological 
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professors, and whereas the existing rules are not elastic 
enough for either this body or for Synod and consequent­
ly are bound to be transgressed, as past experience has 
alreadv shown; 

"Curatorium overtures ,Synod to abrogate all former 
rules (see Acta of 1914. Art. 29, and Acta of 1922, Art. 11, 
V) and to adopt the following: 

RULES GOVER"ING THE ApPOI"nrE"T OF THEOLOGICAL 
PROFESSORS 

1. \Vhen a theological professor has to be appointed, 
Curatorium shall present a nomination to Synod. The 
nominees shall preferably he ordained men that have had 
some experience in the minist", of the \Vord. The nomi­
nation shall not be made till a conference has been held 
with the Theological Faculty and it must be made in time 
so that it may appear in our church papers at least twice 
before Synod convened. 

2. In case Synod is not satisfied with the nomination, 
it may request 'the addition of one or more names to the 
list of candidates for a certain chair, and it may even ask 
for a different nomination with the understanding, how­
ncr, that these additions to or changes in the nomination 

,are to be made by the curators that are delegated to 
Synod and the memhers of the Supervisory Committee of 
Cllratorium. 

3. As in the past a professor will he appointed for a 
term of two years; after which he will be reappointed for 
a term of six years; and when this term is completed he 
will be appointed indefinitely. 

Grounds: 
By adopting the above rules: 
1. Both time and money will be saved. The present 

rules make it neeessarv for Curatorium to meet in March 
and again in June for 'the examinations. 

2. Svnod will not be bound. on the one hand, to the 
nominations which Curatorium first presents; and on the 
other hand this hody will he kept from making a hasty 
choice; and 

3. The discussion of the candidates will likely be more 
definite and accurate. 

Jw/P 8. trJ28. 
H. J, KUIPER. Secretary. 

I 
.' 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 
AND CALVIN COLLEGE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 

DECEMBER 31, 1926 

BALANCE SHEET 
As""b 

Endowment Loans ... .$ 74,146.48 
Bldgs. and Equip .•.•• 402.364.57 
Due from Student 

Liahilitiu 
Mortgage and Note 

Payable ................ $ 57.750.00 
Funds (Current) ...... 1.939.36 

Club ••....•....•.... _... 1.503.01 
Endowment Cash 

(Awaiting invest.) 9.813.83 
General Cash on hand 8.410.06 

Net Worth 
Endowment Funds.... 83.960.31 
lIuilding Funds ...•.... 326.745.22 
Reserve Account._____ 25,843.06 

$496.237.95 $496.237.95 

OPERATING STATEMENT-Seminar,- aad ColIeee Account 
IDcome--

Balance-January 1. 1926 .................... $16.239.70 
Classical Aasessment ...........................• 75.463.61· 
Student Fees and Tuition .................... 20,731.66 
Other Items of Income ................... _ •.. 11.344.18 

$123.779.05 
Ezpenae-

Instructional •. _ .•. _ ...••....•.••••.•...•....... _ ... $78.622.16 
Business Administrative ....... _ ............. 11,973.48 
Maintenance of Plant ................... _....... 8,838.22 

Adjustment--Interest transferred 
99.433.86 

to Endowment •............................. 1.352.42 
100.786.28 

Balance-College Reserve ..................... , .....••....................• $ 22.992.77 

OPERATING STATEMENT-Dormitory Acco .... t 
Jacome--

Balance-January 1. 1926 .•. _ ............... $ 2.419.27 
Board Receipta •.•..•.•.•....•..•••• _ .......... _ ... 13.618.43 
Room Rent ....... _................................... 5.041.50 

$ 21.079.20 
Expenae-

Dining Hall ••• _ ....................................... $13.321.68 
Dormitory •..•. _ •• _ .• _ •• _ .. _ .•...... _........... 4.907.23 

Balance-Dormitory Reerve ..• _ •.•..••...........•.........•.......... $ 

18.228.91· 

2.850.29 

VALUE OF FUNDS 
Elldowment 

Valu..-,lanuary 1. 1926 ._ ...••..•••............. $77.402.44 
Contributiona received .•••••.•••• _ •.••. _........ 6.557.87 

Value-December 31. 1926 ...•..••.•..•..•... .$83.960.31 

Buildinl' 
$301.252.21 

25.493.01 

$326,745.22 
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!FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 
I AND CALVIN COLLEGE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
! DECEMBER 31, 1927 
~ , 

BALANCE SHEET 
Assets 

:Endowment Loans .... $ 95,159.08 
Liabilities 

Mortgage and Note 
. Jlldgs. and Equip ..... 427.784.61 Payable ................ $ 50.000.00 
Due from Student Current Funds ....... _. 1,905.02 

Clubs ...............•.... 659.07 
Endov."1llent Cash 

Net Worth 
Endowm~nt Funds.... 95.674.07 

(Awaiting invest.) 514.99 
. General Cash on hand 10,728.59 

Building Funds ........ 358.436.50 
Reserve AccounL.... 28,830.75 

$534.846.34 $534.846.34 

OPERATING STATEMENT-Seminary and College Account 
Income--

Balance--January 1, 1927 ................ $ 
Classical Assessment .................. __ .•.... 
Student Fees and Tuition .......•............ 
Other items of income ....................... . 

Expense--
lnstructional .............................•.......... $ 
Business Administrative •........ ___ . _____ _ 
Maintenance of Plant .... _._ •. _ ... __ ...... _ .. 

Improvements ....... _ .... _ ... _. __ .. ______ . _____ .. _. 

22.992.77 
73.937.75 
25.472.51 
13.813.40 

86.857.37 
10.939.58 

8.598.22 

106.395.17 
3.522.81 

$136.216.43 

109.917.98 

Balance-College Reserve ___ ._ ................ ___ .... __ . __ ... ___ ... _______ .$ 26,298.45 

OPERATINC STATEMENT-Dormitory Account 
Income-

Balance-January 1. 1927 .................... $ 2.850.29 
Board Receipts ...................................... 14.220.41 
Room Rent ...........................•.......•........ 5.565.50 

$ 22.636.20 
Ezpenae-

Dining Hall ...............•...•....... _ ..............• $14.166.60 
Dormitory ....•.... _ .... __ .... ___ . ____ .. __ • ___ ..•.... 4,107.30 
Decorating and Painting . __ ... _............... 1.830.00 

20.103.90 

Balance-Dormitory Reserve ............................................ $ 2.532.30 

VALUE OF FUNDS 
Endowment 

Value-January 1. 1927 .......................... $83.960.31 
Contributions Received ..... ___ .. ___ ._ .. _. __ ... __ . 11,713.76 

Value-December 31. 1927 .....•.............. $95.674.07 

Building 
$326.745.22 

31.691.28 

$358.436.50 
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SUPPLEMENT III 

GENERAL HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
TO THE SYNOD OF 1928 

ESTEE~IED BRETHRE:<: 

The General Home ;\Iissions Committee on Feb. 3. 1927, 
was organized according to the plan adopted by the Synod 
of 1926, (Acta, p. 80, If), and right away mapped out its 
work according to the directions of the Synod, which in­
cluded the formation of five districts, namely: those of the 
Atlantic Coast (Classes Hudson and Hackensack); Lake 
)1ichigan East District (the :Michigan Classes); Lake Michi­
gan West District (Classes lllinois and Wisconsin); Mid­
west District (Classes Ostfriesland. Pella, Orange City. and 
Sioux Center); and the Pacific Coast District. comprising 
the Classes of California and Pacific. 

Delegates from all these districts, e;"cept that of Lake 
Michigan \Vest. were present. and voted the Rev. R. Bolt 
as president. and Rev. J. L. Van Tielen, vice-president. The 
Director of Missions acted as secretary and member 
ex officio. Mr. J. J. Buiten was appointed as treasurer. 

The first regular annual meeting was held May 27. 1927. 
at which a report containing tentative Rules and Regula­
tions was adopted (see Agenda, Part II). and a schedule 
for the distribution of the funds was made up. The Com­
mittee deemed it fair and necessary that on an average the 
sum of $-1 per year. per family. should be raised for the 
entire cause of Home ;\Iissions. not a large sum surely, for 
this important work of church extension. The adjustment 
of the proportions of this annual contribution was left to 
each Classis-see note to overture about plan and budgets 
for 1929 and 1930. A similar schedule was made up at the 
annual meeting held June 5. 1928. and is submitted along 
with other ovcrtures to be submittcd to your approval. You 



. will remember" that the 1926 Synod descrihed the work of 
. its General Committee as that of supervision of the entire 
Home Mission work by: 

(1) Furnishing advice to the District Committees when 
necessary; 

(2) Having charge of the General Home Mission Fund; 
(3) Making such arrangements that all work in the 

Home lIlission Field is proportionately done, and 
that no part of it is either neglected or duplicated; 

(4) Doing everything possible and necessary that sy-
nodical decisions are faithfully carried out by all 
parties concerned. 

PaYments to the treasurers for Home Mission work in 
the respective Classes and Districts, were to be made accord­
ing to the decisions of Synod; except when new conditions 
arise, when the General Committee is to do as it thinks best. 

In case there is not sufficient money in the General Fund 
to pay the fuJI allowance to the several Classes, payment 
was to be made proportionately according to the number of 
families in each Classis, so that the deficit amounted to the 
same per family in each Classis. 

The'Director of Missions was to prepare complete statis-
tics of the foJlowing: -

(1) What is done in each district for its own field; 
(2) How much subsidy is needed for weak churches, 

and what they actuaJly receive; 
(3) How many missionaries (if any) are needed in each 

Classis and district; 
(4) "'hat the salaries should be of the Home Mission­

aries in the various localities; 
(5) How much is received by each Classis and for each 

district from the General Fund. 
Members of District Committees were to furnish the 

Director of Missions with statements involved in the above. 
On the basis of these data the General Committee was to 
prepare a Budget for Home Missions to be submitted to the 
judgment and approval of Synod. 

Each member of the General Committee was to report 
fuJly to the District Committee which he represents; and 
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the General Committee was to present to Synod a complete 
report of its work, together with suggestions and recolll_ 
mendations. This we have tried to do as the overtures 
show. 

The General Committee, through the Director of Mis­
sions, was to establish and maintain close contact with the 
Churches and Immigration Bureaux of the Netherlands in 
regard to people migrating to Canada and the United States. 

This we have also carried out. The co-operation of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway enabled the Secretary of Missions 
to go to Europe during the spring 0, 19~7 and make satis­
factory arrangements with church authorities and immi­
gration hureaux, as well as with the Canadian Pacific Rail­
way, so that an earnest attempt would be made to have the 
Reformed Netherlanders, going to Canada, sent as much as 
possible to certain centers, to become the nuclei of settle­
ments, instead of being scattered all over the Dominion, as 
done so far. The Secretary tried to make plain that group 
settling was the best for our people,' morally, socially, as 
well as religiously, and this was consented to and agreed 
on as a policy. 

The promise was made that our Church would endeavor 
to have missionaries placed in these prospective centers. 
And, as you know, various points are already occupied by 
our men. This European trip was made without any ex­
pense to our Church. 

:\Iuch money was also saved by the willingness of the 
authorities of the Presb. Church of Canada, visited by your 
Director of Missions, to have their workers at points of 
entry meet the Protestant Hollanders and forward their 
names and future addresses to our men. This has been 
done, we think, with considerable success, thus reaching 
our objective, but saving our Church the expense of having 
our own worker in charge of this at ports of disembarkation 
in Eastern Canadn-as authorized by our 1926 Synod (p. 
83). Since one man could not possibly have covered all the 
ports of entry, tllis arrangement saves us the more money, 
and we should appreciate the willingness of the Canadian 
Presbyterians to lend a hand in tbis undertaking. 

The work of the kind just named was more successful 
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the advice given by the Synod of 1926 (p. 86), about 
cOlnbining of weak churches into one field of labor. 

racltiCllllly no progress was reported at ,our last meeting. 
Canadian workers at ports of entry, as well as 

own men, your Committee decided to have the Direc­
of Missions prepare a small pamphlet, to be handed out 

newcomers, describing our Church, its principles, 
and objectives, and giving the names and addresses 
missionaries and ministers, and clerks of consistories 

our various settlements in the Dominion. 
We decided to allow up to $1,000 per annum toward the 

of the field agent of the Holland Reformed Immigrant 
Society for Canada, stationed at Winnipeg, Canada­

ver)'strategicpla~ 

To facilitate and unify the work in Canada, the plan is 
being formed of holding a conference of all our ordained 
IDen and some leading laymen of our Canadian churches, 

" if the necessary passes can be obtained. \\'ith the field be-
ing as large as it is and conditions so widely varying, the 
need is felt of more personal contact and conference on the 

, field, also with Canadian authorities. While the Canadian 
• Pacific agreed to the principle of group settling named 
• above, the Canadian National Railway authorities have not 

yet heen seen on this subject by the Director of Missions. 
Your attention is called to the fact that according to 

Article XII of the proposed Rules and Regulations, the Gen­
eral Committee is to seek contact with Home Mission Com­
mittees of other churches of the Reformed faith in our land 
and promote such cooperation as is deemed advisable, and 
prevent such duplication of Home Mission efforts as would 

• work harmful. 
We are glad to be able to report to you, that owing to 

responses to circular letters sent out by us and other efforts, 
Ule income of the General Home Missions Committee has 
increased considerably, and in the future, we hope, will con­
tinue to show healthy growth. The work is important. But 
in the final analysis it depends, under the blessing of God, 
upon the cooperation of all our churches and all our people. 

In closing. we recall that our General Committee sus­
tained a great loss in the sudden demise of the Rev. P. J. 
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Hoekenga, who has done so much for the cause, also in 
drafting the Rules and Regulations now before you. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY BEETS, Secretary. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Balance on hand May 29, 1926, as per last report 
to Synod by Rev I. Van Dellen ......................•. 

RECEIVED IN 1926 
(May 2] to Dec. 30, 1926--7 month.) 

Classis Illjnois ................................ , ........................... $1,201.09 
Classis Muskegon ...................................................... 499.99 
Classis H udson ............ _ .................... _ .... _..................... 573.68 
Classis Grand Rapids West ........................................ 1,053.57 
Classis Holland ......................................................... ' 593.59 
Classis Pella ................................................................ 375.86 
Classis California ...................................................... 204.70 
Classis Zeeland .......................................................... 373.77 
Classis Grand Rapids East ........................................ 1,195.13 
Classis Sioux Center ................................................ 432.70 
Classis Orange City .................................................. 465.36 
Classis Wisconsin ...................................................... 398.92 
Classis Hackensack .................................................. 100.00 
Classis Pacific ............................................................ 412.89 
Classis East Friesland .............................................. 494.42 
Other Gifts .................................................................. 350.00 

Total in 1926 .•...................................... 

PAID OUT IN 1926 (7 month.) 
Expenses, Board Meetings, etc •....•...........••...........• $ 40.00 
Classis Pacific ............................................................ 2,085.00 
Classis Sioux Center ................................................ 975.00 
Classis Pena ................................................................ 600.00 
CJassis East Friesland ....•......................................... 1,075.00 
Classis Orange City .................................................. 2,150.00 
Classis Muskegon ...................................................... 925.00 
Classes Hudson and Hackensack.............................. 725.00 
Seamen's Home, Hoboken.......................................... 760.00 
Classis California ...................................................... 1,825.00 

Total Paid out in 1926 ................................. . 

Balance, December 31, 1926 ............... . 

$ 2,994.62 

, 
$11,670.29 

8,675.67 

$11,150.00 

, 520.29 
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RECEIVED IN 1927 

January 1, 1927 to December 31, 1927 

Balance, January 1, 1927 .......................................... $ 520.29 
Classis California ................. __ .............................. __ ... 371.47 
Class is Grand Rapids East ...................................... 1,481.23 
Classis Grand Rapids West ... __ ..................... __ ........ 2,564.45 
Classis Hackensack _. __ .............................................. 409.46 
Classis Holland .......................................................... 1,801.98 
Classis Hudson .................................... __ .................... 1,584.06 
Classis Illinois ......................................... __ ......... _ ....... 2,718.66 
Classis Muskegon ......•............................................•.. 1,798.27 
Classis Orange City .................................................. 1,187.19 
Classis East Friesland ............................................ 627.40 
Classis Pacific . ............................................................ 662.05 
Classis Pella .............................................................. 1,186.01 
Classis Sioux Center ................................................ 828.41 
Class is \Visconsin ...................................................... 1,009.42 
Classis Zeeland .......................................................... 1,448.27 
Other Gifts; Indh'iduals, etc ................................... 1,797.24 

Total Received in 1927 ............................... . $21,995.86 

PAID OUT IN 1927 

January I, 1927 to December 31, 1927 

Expensek, Board Meetings, etc ............................... S 416.31 
Classis California ...................................................... 3,625.00 
Classis Hackensack .................................................. 175.00 
Classis Muskegon ...................................................... 1,170.62 
Classis Orange City .................................................. 2,696.62 
Classis East Friesland ............................................ 1,971.87 
Classis Pella .............................................................. 125.00 
Classis Sioux Center ................................................ 1,009.37 
Hoboken Seamen's Home .......................................... 1,000.00 
Classis Pacific ............................................................ 3,262.17 
Lake Michigan East District, for Eastern Canada 

Work .................................................................... 3,000.00 
\Vestern Canada Work .............................................. 1,166.66 

Total Paid out in 1927................................ 19,618.62 

Balance, January 1, 1928....................... $ 2,377.24 
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS OF THE 
GENERAL HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

(1) Approval of the tentative Rules and Regulations, 
printed in the Agenda, p. 143. 

(2) Rescinding of existing arrangements as to reim­
bursing Classis Pacific out of the General Home Missions 
Fund, of part of its classical expenses for travel. 

Ground: These expenses are not directly pertaining 
to Home ~Iission 'Vork. Other Classes also incur heavy 
expenses for the same purpose and are not reimbursed. 
('Ve hold that if help for this is absolutely needed, the 
Synodical Treasury ought to aid.) 

(3) Synod recommend to our Classes that the salaries 
of the home missionaries be at least $1,800 per annum, 
plus a home. 

(4) Since the Hoboken Home for Sailors and Immi­
grants has the privilege of appealing to the entire Church 
for the funds it needs, we request that the General Home 
Missions Committee be no longer required to pay it any 
subsidy from its treasury. 

(5) Permission is asked to have the fiscal year of the 
General Home Missions Fund be tbe calendar year. 

(6) Synod is requested to give a definition or wider 
description of the phrase of Art. 54, II, Acta 1908, (Heyns' 
"Kerkenorde", edition 1927, p. 44) "binnen hare grenzen", 
("ithin its limits), referring to obtaining the consent of a 
local church, when a new congregation is to be organized 
in its territory. The need is felt of an interpretation of this 
phrase in such a way that our missionaries and Classical 
Home Mission Committees. to which the work of Church 
Extension is committed, are n"t unduly handicapped in 
their efforts. . 

(7) Approval of the following plan and budgets for 
1929 and 1930: 
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PROPOSED PLAN AND BUDGE:r FOR HOME MISSIONS FOR 1929 AND 1930 
(The last two columns show how the money will be raised and distributed) 

Numb~r 
.f 

Famllira 

Classis California ..................................... 391 
Classis Pacific ........................................... 769 
Classis East Friesland ..................•....... 557 
Classis Pella .................................... __ ~ ..... _. 1029 

g::~:~: ~i~~~gec~~~r .. :::::::::~::::~:::::::=::::::: t:~} 
Classis Muskegon .............. _ ............. ~ ....... 1982 
Classis Grand Rapids East ............•....... 2694 
Classis Grand Rapids West ............•....... 3296 
Classis Holland .. _ .................................... 1929 
Classis Zeeland ................................•....... 1588 
Classis Hudson } ................ __ .. . 
Clnssis Hackensack ......................•....... 1978 
Cinssis Illinois ..................................•....... 2530 
Clnssis Wisconsin ............................ _....... 636 
Western Canada Work .................... . 
Eastern Canada Work ...................... . 

Need .. d f., 
Subaldi('s 

Needed .. , 
Home Mil. 

___ -"Salarh!1 

Total Shonld 

$1,000 
4,650 
3,000 
1,400 
4,850 
3,000 
4,550 
4,050 
4,450 
3,000 
1,500 

1 
1,500 

No 

Needed Raile 

$9,360 
4,600 
1,000 
2,000 
1,600 
3,200 
3,450 
1,650 
1,650 
2,250 

$10,360 
9,250 
4,000 
3,400 
6,450 
6,200 
8,000 
5,700 
6,100 
5,250 
1,500 

2,ROO 4,300 
reports received I 
Estimated 

Themselves 

$2,373 
4,007 
2,671 
3,087 
4,353 
4,083 
5,946 

10,776 
13,184 

7,716 
6,352 

7,912 
10,120 
2,544 

Should 
Receive 

f.-om 
Gen. Fund 

$ 7,987 
5,243 
2,329 

413 
1,697 
2,117 
2,054 

3,000 
5,000 

$29,840 

Should 
Contribute 

•• Gen. Fund 

$ 391 
769 
557 

1,029 
1,451 
1,361 
1,982 
5,076 
7,084 
2,466 
4,852 

3,612 
5,060 
1,272 

$36,962 

NOTE-This plan is based on the supposition that all Classes shall raise $4.00 per family. Those 
Cla!>ses which expect aid from the General Fund shall raise $3.00 for Classical Home Missions and $1.00 for 
the General Fund. Those that do not receive aid from the General Fund, shaH also raise $4.00, but the amount 
not needed for their own Classical work shall be contributed to the General Fund. 

J. J. BUlTEN. TrCfLBurcr. 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL HOME MISSIONS COM­
MITTEE ANENT RULES AND REGULATIONS 

(See Art. 114 of Acta.) 

To the Sunod of the Christian Rrformed Church. meeting 
ill Holland . .llich .. Junc. 1928. 

ESTEE~IED BRETHRE!<:-

PCRSl'A)lT to the mandate given us, Acta, 1926, Art. 
n, II, 5. the following proJlosal is respectfully sub­

mitted: 

I. DISTRICT HO:lIE MISSIONS COMMITTEE RULES 
AND REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 1 
The District Home Missions Committee shall consist of from 

four (4) to six (6) members, depending upon how many Classes 
are included in a District. 

ARTICLE 2 
Each Classis shall elect one member (two in ease less than four 

Classes belong to a District) of its Classical Home Missions Comm. 
to be members of the District Committee. 

ARTICLE 3 
Each member of the District Committee is responsible to the 

Classis which he represents, and must consult with the Classical 
Comm. as a whole in all important matters in which the Classis is 
concerned. 

ARTICLE 4 
Subject to the ruling of Article 3, the District Committee regu­

lates the Home Mission work in the District by: 
(1) Arranging the work proper!)' among the Missionaries in the 

field, so that through cooperation the best results may be obtained. 
(2) Selecting new fields of labor for Home Missionaries, and 

deciding what must be done there and who should do it. 
(3) Bringing about more uniformity in regard to salaries of 

Missionaries, and in regard to subsidy received from General Fund. 

ArlTlCLE 5 
Expenses involved in the District Committee meetings are to be 

borne equally by the Cl ..... of the District. 



Page 211 

ll. GENERAL HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE RULES 
AND REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 1 
The General Home Missions Committee shall consist of one 

member from each District. 

ARTICLE 2 
Each member of the General Committee shall be elected by the 

District Comm. from its own members, for a term of two years. 

ARTICLE 3 
The Director of Missions shall be member ex officio, and secretary 

of the General Committee. 

ARTICLE 4 
The work of this Committee is to have supervision of the entire 

Home Mission work by: 
(1) Furnishing advice to the District Comm. when necessary. 
(2) Having charge of the General Home Mission Fund. 
(3) Making such arrangements that all work in the Home 

Mission Field is proportionately done and that no part of it is either 
neglected or duplicated. 

(4) Doing everything possible and necessary that Synodical 
decisions are faithfully carried out by all parties concerned. 

ARTICLE 5 
TJIe General Comm. shall appoint- a treasurer, who shall receive 

all moneys donated to the General Fund, and who shall make dis­
bursements only at the direction of the General Committee. 

ARTICLE 6 
Payment to the treasurers for Home Mission work in the respect. 

ive Classes and Districts, shall be made according to the decisions 
of Synod; except when new conditions arise, when the General Com­
mittee shall do as it thinks best. 

ARTICLE 7 
In case there is not sufficient money in the General Fund to pay 

the full allowance to the seyeral Classes, payment shall be made 
proportionately according to the number of families in each Classis, 
so that the deficit amounts to the same per family in each Classis. 

ARTICLE 8 
The Director of Missions shall prepare complete statist:cs of the 

following: 

(1) \Vhat is done in each District for its own field. 
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(2) ~ov .. much subsidy is needed' for weak churches and what 

they actually receive. 
(3) How many missionaries (if any) are needed in each Classis 

and District. . 

(4) 'What the salaries should be of the Home Missionaries in the 
various localities. 

(5) How much is received by each Classis and for each District 
from the General Fund. 

ARTICLE 9 
Members of District Committees are to furnish the Director of 

Missions 'With statements involved in the above. On the basis of 
these data the General Committee shall prepare a BUDGET for 
Home Mission work before each Synod and submit it to the judg­
ment and approval of Synod. 

ARTICLE 10 
Each member of the General Committee shall report fully to the 

District Committee which he represents; and the General Committee 
shall present to S:~ ... nod a complete report of its work, together with 
suggestions and recomnlendations. 

ARTICLE 11 
The General Committee, through the Director of Missions, shall 

establish and maintain close contact with the churches and Immigra­
tion Bureaux of the Netherlands in regard to people migrating to 
Canada and the United States. 

ARTICLE 12 
The General Committee shall also seek contact with Home 

Mission Committees of other churches of the Refonned faith in our 
land, and promote such cooperation as is deemed advisable and 
prevent such duplication of Home Mission efforts as would work 
harmful. 

ARTICLE 13 
Expenses involved in meetings of the General Committee shall 

be paid from the General Fund of Home Missions. 

Respectfully submitted, by order of the General Home 
Missions Committee, 

HENRY BEETS, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT IV 

REPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF 
MISSIONS TO THE SYNOD OF 1928 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The Christian Reformed Board of l.\'Iissions has the 
honor of hereby reporting to you its labors since the Synod 
of 1926. 

Permit us, as usual, first to take up matters concerning 
our Indian Field, then regarding the work in and about 
China. Kext the labor of our Board and its Secretary, then 
the reports of the Board's Treasurer covering the last two 
fiscal years, and finally proposals to be laid before our 
Synod. ' 

1. INDIAN FIELD. 

Since tbe last Synod work bas been continued at each 
of the s,ix mission posts existing in 1926, namely, Rehoboth, 
Crown Point, Toadlena, Tohatchi, Zuni (including Black 
Rock), and Farmington. Carrying out the decision of the 
Synod of 1926 (page 18), we have opened another mission 
station in the Crown Point territory. The place, however, 
is not Smith's Lake, as was named in the Acts of Synod, 
hut upon the advice of the Government Agent and Mission-

. ary Bolt, a place called San Antoine has been selected, and 
the Government authorities have kindly set aside a certain 
piece of ground there for the use of the Mission. Mr. Harry 
Boyd has been appointed to labor at San Antoine as assis- . 
tant to Rev. Bolt, and he has been giving a good account of 
himself in spiritual labor as well as in the erection now 
going on of a home for himself and family, also a garage, 
for which the Board has allowed the maximum amount of 
£6,000. It will no doubt gladden you, as it cheered us, that 
the ladies of the Grand Rapids Missionary Union expect to 
take care of the salary of this worker. 
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Instead of placing a worker at the Charles H. Burke 
School, formerly known as Fort Wingate (p. 18, Acts), we 
deemed it wisest to have the work at this growing school in 
charge of the Rehoboth pastor as part of his regular work. 

In the place of Rev. J. \V. Brink and of his successor, 
Rev. "'. Groen, who unfortunately, due to his wife's ill­
health, could stay only from September, 1926, to Marcb, 
1927, but whose brief term of service proved to be very 
useful and efficient, we obtained the services for the time 
being of the Rev. J. R. Kamps, one of our China mission­
aries. His salary will be paid until July, 1928, by the 
Drenthe congregation, which commissioned him to be its 
representative in China. He is giving a good account of 
himself, not alone at Rehoboth, but also at the Fort \Vin­
gate School already named, and in Gallup, where he has 
been located temporarily, the Executive Committee deem­
ing it wisest on acount of the Indians residing there, that 
one of our workers live in that city. The housing question 
at Rehoboth was also solved in that way for the time being. 

Half of the salary of the Rev. Groen had been promised 
us by the Eastern Ave. congregation, while the Creston 
church promised $500 toward it for the time being. an ar­
rangement which. during this interregnum is held in abey­
ance. That also applies to Dr. Pousma. whose salary is be­
ing paid in part by the Grand Haven churches, whereas 
that of his predecessor, Dr. Beernink, was paid by the 
Sherman St. congregation. 

Instead of Dr. Beernink we were fortunate in obtaining 
the services of Dr. R. H. Pousma as Medical Missionary at 
Rehoboth. He also had been repatriated on account of con­
ditions in China, and is laboring faithfully by means of his 
medical ministrations, his word and his pen, for the pro­
motion of the Kingdom of God. 

Hon. J. H. Bosscher continues as our faithful and alert 
Rehoboth )Ianager. There have been but few changes in 
our staff of unordained workers. Mr. Mierop, our camp­
worker, also continued his activities up till about half a 
year ago, when illness demanded his taking a rest. \Ve 
hope he has fairly recuperated by this time. Several made 
confession of faith at RehoLoth and were baptized. 
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At Crown Point the work is carried on as usual, with the 
Lord's blessing evidently resting in a very plain way on the 
activities of our workers there. It will cheer you to learn 
that not alone children are interested in the Gospel and are 
won for the Kingdom, but their parents come to the mis­
sionary to inquire abont who that Jesus may be with whom 
their children walk and talk. The white government em­
ployees also have been evincing encouraging interest in the 
work of our missionaries and presented a contribution in 
money for the new buildings at San Antoine. 

At Farmington the Rev. L. P. Brink has been living and 
laboring since September 1, 1925. He has been assisted 
ill a fine way by Mr. J. C. Morgan, and during part of the 
lime Mr. Edward Becenti was a third worker at the place. 
Considerable literarY work has been carried on. A new edi­
lion of hymns in the Navajo tongue is on the press; a new 
edition of his Catechism has been published; parts of the 
Bible translated; different camp meetings held in various 
places in the territory, while Bro. Brink has also been mak­
ing ·himself useful in places outside of the Navajo field al­
lotted to our Chnrch. Sorry to say, last fall his health was 
far from satisfactory, but the latest news is of an encour­
aging nature . 

. In Toadlena :\Ir. J. C. Kobes has been carrying on his 
acti yities in the government school there as well as in the 
camps. The Bethel congregation of Grand Rapids was kind 
cnough to assume responsibility for his salary. He has 
been faithfully assisted by 1Ilr. Henry Van den Burg, who 
taught in the school-building next to the mission house, 
and who, with his young ,vife, proved very useful to the 
cause until the health of Mrs. Van den Burg compelled them 
to return to their old home in Chicago. A church has been 
organized in the territory covered by the Toadlena and 
Farmington missionaries. It was organized November 30, 
1927, with 44 confessing members. We hope the Lord's 
blessing may rest upon this young plant. 

The example of the people of the posts just named no 
doubt stimulated our workers of Tohatchi and Nahaschitty, 
to imitate them so that a congregation was organized in 
the field just named on May 9, 1928, composed at the time 
of 51 confessing members. The Board. when requested to 

J. 
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give a name. suggested that of To-ha-na-ha, the first two 
syllables of the names of the two places, which together 
form the mission field of the Holland Classis. At Tohatchi 
the work is being continued under Rev. ·W. Goudberg, and 
at Nachaschitty by Mr. Geo. Oppenhuizen. A new home is 
being erected for the Tohatchi missionary. the old home to 
be used later on by Mr. Goudberg's faithful interpreter, 
Mr. Alfred Bowman. 

At the other posts, too, the interpreters have evidently 
heen rendering satisfactory services. 

It was a great event at Zuni when, on March 17 and 18. 
192i, the new complex of buildings could be dedicated 
there, a fine group consisting of a church. quarters for un­
married workers, and a school building with a fine hase­
ment. "",'hat made the days the more happy was that the 
Secretary could send the good news that the royal gift of 
1!8,OOO, as a contribution of an esteemed Cincinnati brother, 
permitted us to dedicate the buildings to the worship of 
God without any indebtedness. Rev. Hayenga continues 
his work at Zuni. starting September, 1925. and so does Mr. 
Sprile, while Mr. John C. Romeyn. the industrial teacher of 
the Rehoboth institution, has been laboring at Zuni during 
the last two years. 

The Zuni school is now taught by Mr. C. Kuipers and 
Miss Cora Brandt. It has had its ups and down, owing to 
re-arrangement of pupils due to the interference of out­
siders. An attempt has been made to build a chapel at 
Ojo Caliente, but the opposition of the John Collier "In­
dian Defense" organization. about which we recently wrote 
in The Banner, has proven a great hindrance so far in ob­
taining a foothold in the farming places at least. [Cf. Art. 
79 of the Acta.] 

The Indian School at Black Rock. the home of Mission­
ary Fryling. has been changed into a sanitarium. so that 
ouly the ailing children are being reached by our workers 
there. He has also been endeavoring to labor with the 
people of Nutria. one of the farming places. 

At Albuquerque and Santa Fe. at the Government Indian 
Schools there, we have been unable to place one of our 
workers, although an attempt to that effect has been made. 
There does not seem to be the proper co-operation between 
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the local committee at Albuquerque and the Indian Mis­
sion Committee of the Home Mission Council, of which 

. the Secretary of Missions is a member. This was no doubt 
largely the result of the fact that the Secretary of the Home 
Mission Council had resigned, leaving the position unoc­
cupied for sometime. At Sherman Institute, Riverside, 
Cal., Mr. Cell is still laboring. As you know, we have 
been contributing $500 toward the salary of the worker at 
Albuquerque and Santa Fe, and $250 per year for Mr. Cell. 

II. CHINA FIELD 

We were very happy when during the fall of 1926 our 
Church was able to send out as many as seven new workers 
at one time to our China Field, besides the returning work­
ers, Rev. and Mrs. J. C. De Korne, who had spent their first 
furlough in the United States; Rev. De Korne studying part 
of the time at the Hartford School of Missious, and giving 
a splendid account of himself there. His book, "Chinese 
Altars to the Unknown God," published during 1926, 
furnished fine proof of that pleasing fact. 

'Ve were glad too that the Synod of 1926 had granted 
its approval of the opening, at the opportune time, of a 
second mission station, viz.: in Tsing Kiang, a walled city 
from 50 to 60 miles away fom Jukao, with a population es­
timated of at least 25,000 persons, while the city is sur­
rounded by a still larger constituency. The new mis­
sionaries were Revs. N. De Vries, J. R. Kamps, A. H. Selles, . 
and R. H. Pousma, with their families, and Miss Lillian 
Bode. Dr. Pousma was supposed to take the place of Dr. 
Huizenga when his furlough began, and we hoped that 
in the course of time Miss Bode could continue the work 
among the women and children in Jukao, so auspiciously 
begun by Miss Kalsbeek. The newcomers were diligently 
studying at the Language School connected with the Uni­
"ersity of Nanking, and the reports received from there 
were encouraging indeed. The prospect certainly was 
bright, and we felt proud of it that our little Church could 
thus begin the Lord's work in a needy field in which over 
a million souls were to be ministered to by our representa-
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tives-but man proposes and God disposes. All of a sudden 
the influence of Bolshevism over the National army brought 
terror and bloodshed, and in Nanking our workers were no 
longer safe, so that they were forced to flee to Shanghai, 
and that also had to become the place of refuge for our 
workers.at Jukao. 

In answer to a cable inquiry what to do, the following 
was sent out by the Board, March 29th: "Repatriation de­
cision left to mission force. If possible, keep older work­
ers and Pousma. Huizenga and Kalsbeek furlough." 
After a great deal of careful and prayerful deliberation 
our China force decided that Revs. De Korne and Smit 
should remain in China to hold the fort, keeping their eye 
on Jukao and its work as much as possible. The rest of 
the workers returned to the U. S. It was an emergency 
indeed that called for quick action. 

In the abnormal circumstances in which we suddenly 
found ourselves it was practically impossible to arrange 
everything to the satisfaction of all the parties involved, 
including the sending churches, and other churches in the 
home field. The result of considerable correspondence and 
arrangement and re-arrangement was that Miss Bode was 
loaned for the time being to the Helping Hand MissiOJ.1; 
Rev. De Vries took a post-graduate course at Prillceton 
Seminary; Rev. H. A. Dykstra had his furlough prolonged 
to continue his studies at Hartford; Rev. Kamps and Dr. 
Pousma were stationed at Rehoboth; Rev. Selles was em­
ployed as Home JlIissionary and pastor at Edmonton, a 
very needy field; Rev. S. A. Dykstra in the course of time 
·was settled in a new field, Chatham, Ont., where he proves 
to be very useful, even as the other brethren are such in the 
other places. Dr. Huizenga and family moved to New 
Haven, Conn., where the doctor has been taking post 
graduate courses, especially in leprosy, while Miss Kals­
beek continued her studies at the National Bible Institute 
in New York City. 

:lIiss Bode's salary is continued by First Wellsburg; 
Rev. De Vries obtained leave of absence of the Kalamazoo 
churches, which nevertheless have been giving him some 
aid; Rev. S. A. Dykstra's salary is paid for the time being 

I 
I 
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by the Oakdale Park church, this being done with the con­
sent of his calling church, Bates St. The West Side 
churches kindly consented to pay Rev. H. A. Dykstra's sal­
ary and house rent during his extended furlough. The 
matter of Rev. Kamps and Dr. Pousma's salary has al-· 
ready been mentioned. Central Ave. church, hostess of 
Synod, and Fourteenth Sf. church have been kindly con­
senting to pay Rev. Selles' salary to the first of July. We 
are very grateful to these different congregations for con­
tinuing their financial aid, even in the midst of their dis­
appointing experiences. For financial losses sustained by 
our workers we reimbursed them at the rate established 
by several of the other Boards, viz., up to 75 per cent of 
the losses. 

Revs. De Korne and Smit, as already stated, were by 
resolution of the China Mission set aside to hold the fort, 
and this they have been doing bravely. Repeatedly they 
have visited Jukao and have kept their eye on our property 
there, and happily this has not been ruined the way it had 
been anticipated and expected by us, since armies have been 
passing back and forth through Jukao. What is still more 
gratifying is that the work has been kept up there by means 
of four evangelists, all of them by the way, supported by 
consecrated men and women in Michigan. We are happy 
to record this. 

The work in the hospital of course has come to an end, 
owing to the absence of Dr. Huizenga, while that among 
the women and children, carried on by Miss Kalsbeek, has 
nlso ceased for the time being. 

\Vhat we decided about the return of the missionaries 
will be laid before you irf one of the overtures. As you will 
notice this covers only the Rev. H. A. Dykstra and family 
and Miss Kalsbeek, and Rev. S. A. Dykstra and family. 
We decided to request Dr. Pousma and Rev. Kamps to 
continue in the Indian work. Miss Bode, Rev. N. De Vries, 
and Rev. Selles we decided, if you consent, to send to China 
as soon as the mission force there advises us that they ought 
to come back. \Ye permitted Dr. Huizenga to continue at 
Yale till February, 1929, to complete his work for the de­
gree of doctor of public health. Since we thought that 
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there was too much man-power at Zuni, we made arrange­
ments looking toward the transfer of two of the workers, 
Sprik and Romeyn, but on the strong recommendation of 
both the Local Zuni Conference and General Conference, 
appointed Mr. A. Van der Wagen for two years as assistant 
to the Zuni missionary. 

A.; to an extensive program submitted by General Con­
ference in re extension of medical and educational work at 
Rehoboth, the Board decided to defer decision on this 
matter, and in the meantime have a joint committee of 
Board and General Conference make a thorough study of 
the whole missionary policy to be followed in the future 
on the Indian field. 

III. THE \VORK OF THE BOARD AND ITs SECRETARY 

Since the Synod of 1926, your Board met twice in regu­
lar session, and its Executive Committee as a rule came to­
gether every two months, and sometimes oftener, under 
the presidency of the Rev. W. D. Vanderwerp, and after he 
left for Prairie City, Iowa, our Vice-President, the Rev. 
Henry J. Mulder ably took his place. 

\Ve are grateful for the services rendered by OUr former 
president, of whom we all retain the most pleasant mem­
ories, and we can say that a fine spirit of fraternity and co­
operation marked the sessions of both Board and Executive 
Committee right along. 

Since the last Synod the management of the Rehoboth 
post has been somewhat altered by the creation of a Cabi­
net, composed of the heads of the various departments. Be­
sides this Cabinet, a local conference funetions in Rehoboth, 
and also one in Zuni, composed respectively of the workers 
at these places, including Black Rock, while all of the or­
dained missionaries and heads of departments are members 
of the General Conference, which meets from time to time 
at Rehoboth. 

Reports of these various meetings of Cabinet, Local and . 
General Conferences, are sent to the members of the Exec­
utive Committee. 

The Board and Executive Committee has all of its Min-
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utes mimeographed and sent ·to all the Board members so 
that they may keep their Classes posted on the different 
doings of the Executive Committee. This mimeographiug, 
as well as the writing of the Minutes is the work of the Di­
rector of Missions, who carries on all the correspondence 
of the Board aud its workers, something which is very con­
siderable at times. Particularly the correspondence needed 
at the time of the upheaval in China, demanded a great deal 
of effort, as already alluded to. 

The Director of Missions preaches nearly every Sunday, 
while last spring a year ago he went to the Netherlands to 
promote the cause of Missions in Canada. The Canadian 
Pacific kindly furnished transportation in Canada, as well 
as back and forth from New York to. Antwerp and from 
Antwerp to Montreal. Conferences were held with the 
leading church men of the Netherlands as well as with the 
minister of the department in charge of the migration 
work, Dr. Slotemaker de Bruine, and the men at the head 
of the Canadian Pacific colonization organization in Mon­
treal as well as in the Netherlands. 

The Secretary attended various mission feasts, as well as 
conferences of the Home Missions Council and Foreign Mis­
sioJls Conference, and also a series of meetings promoting 
Church Comity, a meeting held in Cleveland. A large part 
of his traveling expenses incurred in the attending of the 
last named meeting, were cared for hy the Committee in 
charge of the Comity agreement. 

Your Secretary also labors for the cause through editing 
The Missionary Monthly, formerly known as De Heiden­
were/d, and no doubt you will be glad to hear that this year 
as well as last year;the sum of $1,000 was divided between 
our Mission Boards and those of the Reformed denomi­
nation. 

He has not been pressing the enlistment of candidates, 
owing to the fact that the work in China was practically at a 
standstill, as you know. Last year he gave the Calvin Col­
lege commencement address on "'Vitnessing for Christ as 
a Life Ideal," an address tha t has in part also been given 
at meetings of various Missionary and Sunday School or­
ganizations. 



Special efforts were made to reach our churches by cir­
culars, "to contribute more than before to the Geueral Home 
Missions Fund, while we continued the work of obtaining 
money to wipe out the deficit handicapping us in our Indian 
Mission activities. Several organizations were lined up to 
support children in the Zuni and Rehoboth schools. The 
obtaining of $8,000 for Zuni, and of the support promised 
by Bethel Church for Mr. Kobes, has already been named. 

'Ve know that various parties are remembering the 
cause of missions in their wills, and you will be glad to 
learn that Miss Hendrika Kos, who for years with her 
brothcr paid the salary of Mr. Mierop, set aside $15,000 in 
her last will and testament, in the care of the Michigan 
Trust Company, so that the interest of this amount can right 
along be used for the support of a camp worker among the 
Indians. Mr. Jacob Soodsma of Luctor, Kansas, sent us 
$2,000 for a Soodsma Memorial Fund. 

The Grand Rapids Missionary Alliance has also been 
maintained, as well as the work of the Women's Missionary 
Unions, which is expanding. Since our last report such a 
Union was formed in Wisconsin, and in the East, and we 
expect before long to organize one in Northern Michigan. 
Of the Executive and Program Committees of these Unions 
he is an advisory member. 

Due to the upsetting of things in China, the "Manual of 
Missions" already mentioned by the Synod of 1924, has not 
yet been drafted. Owing to the same cause, the Committee 
in re the status of missionaries on Indian and Chinese fields, 
mentioned on p. 1 i9 of Acts of Synod of 1926, No. 13, has 
!lot been able to suhmit a report. We presume it is on ac­
count of that reason that there is no report from the Com­
mittee in re: Agendum Report-proposals of Local Con­
ference of 'Vorkers in China, of which our Treasurer is a 
member. 

Your Secretary has acted as president of the Committee 
in re South America as well as secretary of the General 
Home Missions Committee, which new body will, of course, 
submit its own report. 

The following are annual reports of our Treasurer, duly 
audited: 



IV. REPORT OF THE BOARD'S TREASURER 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF 
MISSIONS FOR THE YEAR 1926 

RECEIPTS 

Indian Miaaions 

Rehoboth .................................................................... $20.607.83 
Zuni ............................................................................ 3.944.61 
Zuni (Building) ........................................................ 1,129.27 
Zuni (Rooms and Equipment) ......................... _...... 300.61 
Black Rock ................................................................ 1.703.18 
Farmington (Chapel Chairs) .................................. 80.64 
Farmington (Buildings and Pond Place) ............ 9.973.56 
Cro,,""ll Point ...................................... __ .................... 182.93 
Tohetchi .................................................................... 10.00 
Smith's Lake Mission.............................................. 125.00 
Smith's Lake Worker.............................................. 76.50 
Nahaschitty Buildings ..................................... _...... 1,237.72 
Deficit Fund .............................................................. 8.630.80 
Phonograph .............................................................. 25.00 
General Fund ............................................................ 31.700.92 
Salaries ..... __ ............ _.................................................. 5,647.30 

Total for Indian ~Hssions ....................... . 

Foreign Minions 

China Hospital .......................................................... $ 10.00 
China Christian School............................................ 400.00 
Cbina (Bibles and Testaments)............................ 500.00 
China (Personal- Gifts Forwarded)...................... 59.00 
China Mission ............................................................ 17,408.61 
China Salaries ........................................................ 12,003.71 

Total for Foreign Missions ..................... . 

Other Causes 

Ignacio tI. S. Indian School for S. S. Supplies .... $ 
l\liss J. 'leenstra ....................................................... . 
Kentucky 'Mountaineers ......................................... . 
Jev:ish Missions ...................................................... .. 
Home llissions ......................................................... . 
South America ......................................................... . 

Total for Other Causes .......................... .. 

Total Receipts during 1926 for all Funds ....... . 
Bat in all funds per Annual Report for 1925 

Grand Total ............................................................. . 
DisbursemEmts during 1926 ..................................... . 

Balance in all Funds December 31, 1926 ........... . 

67.50 
636.64 

43.00 
45.00 
20.00 
9.50 

$ 85.375.87 

$ 30.381.32 

$ 821.64 

$116.578.83 
36.753.62 

$153.332.45 
150.992.39 

$ 2.340.06 
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DISBURSEMENTS DURING THE YEAR 1926 

Indian Missions 

Board and Committee Meetings ....... _ •.............. $ 
Secretarial and Office Expenses ......•.........•....... 
Treasurer's Bond, Receipts, etc ...... _ ............. _ .. 
l.iterature ............... _ ............................................ . 
Rehoboth Budget ................................................. . 
-Rehoboth Light and Power Line ....................... . 
Fort Wingate Supplies ....................................... . 
Crown Point Budget ........................................... . 
Crown Point Christmas ..................................... . 
Tohatchi Budget ................................................. . 
Tohatchi Water Line, etc ................................•.... 
Nahaschitty Buildings ........ __ ....... __ ~ ................... . 
Nahaschitty School Equipment..._ ...... _ ............ . 
Toadlena Budget ....................................•.....•..... 
Toadlena Telephone Line ..................................... . 
Fannington Budget ........................................... . 
Farmington Chapel Chairs ................................. . 
Farmington Buildings and Pond Place ........... . 
Zuni Budget (balance for 1925) ....................... . 
Zuni Budget (1926) ............................................. . 
Zuni Extras at close of SchooL ......................... . 
Zuni Well ............................................................. . 
Zuni Buildings ...........................................•.......... 
Black Rock Budget ................................•............. 
Black Rock Buildings ........... _ ......................•...... 
South West Indian Conference Expenses ..... . 
Educational Allowances ..................................... . 
Insurance Premiums •........................................... 
:Moving and Traveling Expenses ....................... . 
Camp Subsidies ................................................... . 
Autos and Allowances (2 new cars) ..... _ ........ . 
Salaries ................................................................ .. 

Total Disbursements for Indians ....... . 

F oreiWD Mi •• ion. 

Board and Committee Meetings ........................ $ 
Secretarial and Office Expenses ....................... . 
Treasurer's Bond, Receipts, etc. ....................... . 
Literature ............................................................. . 
Annuity Interest ................................................ .. 
F. M. Conference Appropriation ...................... .. 
Tice System of Medicine .................................... .. 
1. 1. Medical Sheets ........................................... . 
House Rent, etc., Furloughed Missionaries ..... . 
China Christian Sc:hool .......................... _ ........... . 
Bibles and Testaments ...................................... .. 
Traveling Expenses to and from the Field .... .. 
Outfit Allowances ............................................... . 
Children and Summer Allowances .................. .. 

371.69 
99.89 
21.65 
29.24 

18,000.00 
5,000.00 

13.06 
400.00 

55.00 
600.00 
831.12 

8,000.00 
25.00 

400.00 
112.12 
400.00 
80.64 

4,085.20 
26.66 

5,400.00 
108.65 

2,108.68 
26,000.00 

600.00 
5,000.00 

182.00 
625.00 
782.90 

1,525.36 
605.70 

5,319.72 
26,550.30 

371.69 
99.88 
21.66 
29.23 
40.00 

100.00 
100.00 
10.00 

1,002.63 
400.00 
500.00 

8,087.50 
2,800.00 

743.75 

$113,359.58 
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Salaries ........ __ .................................. _ ................... . 
Personal Gifts Forwarded ............ n ••• _ •• ___ •••••••• 

Budgets ................................................................. . 

15,241.67 
69.00 

7,164.16 

Total Disbursements for Foreign ....... . $ 36,761.17 

Other Cau.aea 

Ignacio Sunday School Supplies ........................ $ 
Miss J. Veenstra ................................................... . 
Kentucky Mountaineers .... 7 ....... __ ................. _ .... . 
South America ........................ --........................... . 
Home l\lissions ........................................ _ ........... . 
Jewish Missions .................................. n •••••••••••••• •••• 

Total Disbursements for Other Causes 

Total Disbursements for all during 1926 ........... . 

Standing of Various Fun.ds 

67.50 
666.64 
43.00 

9.50 
20.00 
66.00 

Training School ...................................... $ 436.52 
Rehoboth Medical.................................. 1,000.00 
Indian Fund ............................... _........... 1,100.00 
Special Funds ........................................ 1,800.00 
Central Heating Plant.......................... 6,000.00 
Deficit Fund •.......... _ ............................... 10,300.60 
Zuni Rooms .................... _ •....... _............ 604.32 
Smith's Lake Mission ........... _............... 125.00 
Smith's Lake Worker............................ 76.50 
Phonograph ......... _ .. _ ......... _ •.......•.... _... 25.00 
Peerbolte Memorial ......... _ .....•....•... _..... 2,000.00 
Zylstra Annuity ..... _ ..•. _ .................. _..... 1,000.00 
China Hospital ........................•...•.• _..... 216.00 
China Mission ............................... _ .......... 29,599.09 
Black Rock Deficit .......... _ .......... _........ 5,796.82 
Nahaschitty Deficit ................................ 6,762.28 
Farmington Deficit ........... _................... 1,953.10 
Zuni Buildings Deficit............................ 4,360.64 
Indian Mission Deficit ............................ 31,970.12 

871.64 

$150,992.39 

Assets to cover all deficits-the new buildings erected during the 
past two years: Farmington, $13,000.00; Black Rock, $7,600.00; Na~ 
haschitty, $8,000.00; Zuni Buildings (thus far), $26,000. Total, $54,500. 

JOHN DOLFIN, TTeasurer. 
Muskegon, Michigan. 

This is to certify that we have audited the 
accounts of John Dolfin, Treasurer, and have 
found the same correct, and this report has 
been verified. 

ALBERT J. WIBALDA, 

FRED 1. WINTER, 
Auditing Comm. of Cl. Muskegon. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF 
MISSIONS FOR THE YEAR 19:107 

RECEIPTS. 
Indian Mi .. ioD. and Other Cause. 

Rehoboth Water Supply ...................................... $ 103.00 
Rehoboth (Mr. Mierop's Work) .......................... 15.00 
Rehoboth Medical Service.................................... 1,500.00 
Rehoboth Mission .......... _....................................... 22,874.57 
Zuni Chapel .......................................................... 9,296.82 
Zuni (Ojo Caliente Chapel) .......... _.................... 190.00 
Zuni !Iission ....... ___ ......... _ ................................... _._ 4,290.56 
Black Rock Building............................................ 1,801.16 
Tohatchi ................................................................ 45.00 
Nahaschitt, .......................................................... 2,195.36 
Fannington ............................................•............... 753.52 
CroVo.71 Point ............... _ ......................................... _ 176.05 
St. Antoine ................... _....................................... 166.18 
Personal Gifts Forwarded.................................. 88.16 
l\.Iiss \Teenstra .......... , ....................... _._................... 756.69 
Jl!iss Elenbaas ...................................................... 12.50 
Mrs. J. Bolt............................................................ 5.00 
Kentucky :'\!ountaineers ........................ _............. 15.00 
Fannington Organ ........................................... ,.... 100.00 
Jl!organ (~lusic Rolls) ........................................ 5.00 
Oppenhuizen (Slides) .......................................... 100.00 
Zuni Piano ............................................................ 274.97 
General Home Missions ...................................... 300.00 
Classis Muskegon (Classical Zuni Mission) .... 95.00 
Jewish Missions .................................................... 52.50 
Chicago Gospel Mission ...................................... 25.00 
Camp Work .......................................................... 39.15 
Ignacio S. S. Supplies.......................................... 57.57 
Nahaschitty Light Plant.................................... 127.00 
Rehoboth Christmas ............................................ 20.00 
Interest on Insurance.......................................... 295.09 
Deficit Fund ........................................................ 2,033.92 
General Fund (Indian Missions) .......... _.......... 40,567.21 
Salaries (Indian \Vorkers).................................. 6,127.84 
Total Receipts for Indian Missions ................. . 

F oreip Mi •• iollS 
Personal Gifts (Forwarded) .............................. $ 
Leper Work ......................................................... . 
Salaries for Foreign Workers ....................... _ .. . 
Foreign llissions ................................................. . 
Total Receipts for Foreign Missions ............... . 
Total Receipts during the year 1927 ............... . 
Balance per Annual Report for 1926 ............... . 
Grand Total .......................................................... , 
Total Disbursements for the year 1927 ........... . 
Balance in all Funds December 31, 1927 ....... . 

65.50 
25.00 

20,706."58 
11,261.60 

$ 94,504.82 

$ 32,058.68 

$126,563.50 
2,340.06 

$128,903.56 
117,503.56 

$ 11,400.00 
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DISBURSEMENTS DURING THE YEAR 1927 
Indian Minions and Other Causes 

Rehoboth Budget .................................................. $ 18,000.00 
Rehoboth Extra .................................................... 1,000.00 
Zuni- Building ........................................................ 4,131.75 
Zuni Budget .......................................................... 6,000.00 
Black Rock BudgeL ........................ _................... 600.00 
Tohatchi Budget ............................................ _.... 1,000.01 
Nahaschitty Building. etc................................... 3,167.36 
Toadlena Budget .................................. ............ 500.01 
Toadlena Telephone Line.................................... 23.79 
Crown Point Budget............................................ 400.00 
Farmington Budget ............... _............................ 400.00 
Farmington Back Taxes........................................ 68.04 
Farmington (Pond Place Repairing).............. 500.00 
Fort Wingate Supplies........................................ 26.86 
Refund (Smith'. Lake Worker).......................... 50.00 
Personal Gifts Forwarded.................................. 88.16 
Miss J. Veenstra ............................ ~ ................... _ 756.69 
J.liss Elenbaas ...................................................... 12.50 
Mrs. J. BolL......................................................... 5.00 
Kentucky Mountaineers ................................... _. 15.00 
General Home Missions ................ :..................... 300.00 
Classical Zuni Missions (Muskegon)................ 95.00 
Jewish Missions .................................................. 52.60 
Helping Hand Gospel Mission (Chicago)_.... 25.00 
Rehoboth Christmas ...... _ .................. _ ......... __ 20.00 
Oppenhuizen (Bibles) ....................... _ ....... _...... 10.00 
Morgan (Music Rolls) ............................ __ ... _.. 5.00 
Oppenhuizen (Slides) ................. _ .. _ ........... __ .. 100.00 
Nahaschit~ing Light Plant ................... _._....... 627.05 
Zuni Piano .................................. _ ................ __ .... 325.00 
Ignacio S. S. Supplies ......................... _............... 57.57 
Insurance Premiums (Interest) ........... _........... 295.09 
Traveling Expenses (Workers to and on Field) 930.10 
Traveling Expenses (Conference Delegates).. 83.00 
Inheritance Tax .................. _ .. _ ..... _ ... _ ... _ ... _. 27.00 
Hoogsteen(Expenses, Exchanging Certificates) 5.40 
Annuity Interest .... _ ............................. _............. 26.50 
Rehoboth Entertainment ...................... _............ 21.75 
Annual Dues, Indian Rigbts Ass'n ..... _........... 2.00 
Rehoboth Hospital (Letter Heads) ..... _........... 9.00 
Note and Interest for three months ........... _..... 3,045.00 
Western Union (Telegrams)._ ......... __ ....... _. 5.55 
House Rent (Rev. Kamps) ...... _........................ 136.50 
Administrative Expenses .......... _. __ .. _ ...... _ 217.81 
Board and Committee Meetings ........... _ .... _.... 354.68 
Indian Camp Workers' Meals, 1926 ................ _.. 83.60 
Camp Worker (Blankets) .................. _.............. 65.00 
Educational Allowances _ ............... _ ......... _ ... _... 500.00 
Camp Subsidy ....................... _ ........ _ .. _ ... __ ._ ... _ 600.00 
Autos and Auto Allowances (2 new cars)........ 6,022.00 
Salaries ..... : ..................................... _ ....... _ .... _..... 27,950.07 

Total Disbursements for Indian Missions, etc. $ 78,742.33 
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F oreip Mi .. iolU 

Traveling Expenses (Conference Delegates) .. $ 
Administrative Expenses, etc ........ __ ................. _ 
Board and Committee Meetings._ ....... _ ........... . 
.Annuity Interest ...... _ .................... __ ................... _ 
Foreign Mission COnference. ___ ....................... . 
House and Room Rent for Furloughed Mis-

sionaries .................... : .. _ .... __ .......................... . 
Foreign Mission Expenses incurred by Re-

patriation ........................................... _ ........ . 
Foreign Mission Budgets ..................................... . 
Children and Summer AUowances ................... . 
Foreign Salaries __ ... _ ....... _ .......... _ ... _ ............... . 

Total Disbursements for Foreign Missions ..... . 
Total Disbursements for Indian Work, etc .... . 

Total Disbursements for the year 1927.. .. _ .... .. 

83.00 
217.82 
354.68 

79.00 
240.00 

1,480.00 

5,041.42 
8,625.00 
1,562.50· 

21,077.81 

StaDdiul' of Varioul FUDd. 

Training School ............. _ ........................... _ ... _._$ 
Trust Funds ........................................... _ ............ . 
Central Heating Plant .......... _ ...................... _ ... . 
Zuni Building Fund .. _ ................. __ .... _._._ ....... . 
Zuni (Ojo Caliente Chapel) .... _._ .. _ ............ _ .. 
St. Antoine Mission ................ __ .. _ ........... _ .... _ .. 
Phonograph ........................................ ___ .... . 
Farmington Organ ................. _ ....... _ .. _ .. _._._ .. 
Farmington Field Chapel.. ................. _. ___ ..... .. 
Chinese Hospital ..... _ .... _ ........ _._ .... ___ .. _ .. _ 

~:~:f: ?Jfs;~~··=::=:::::::::::::::=::::::=::=:::::::: 
Black Rock Delicit .... _ ......... _ ...... $ 3,995.66 
Nahasehitty Delicit ..... _ ......... __ .... 7,734.27 
Farmington Delicit .......... _............ 1,267.62 
Indian JIIission Delicit .................... 18,726.44 

436.52 
7,650.00 

10,000.00 
1,308.75 

190.00 
291.18 
25.00 

100.00 
10.00 

216.00 
25.00 

22,871.54 

$ 38,761.23 
78,742.33 

$117,503.56 

$ 43,123.99 

31,723.99 

$ 11,400.00 
JOHN DOLFIN, Treasurer. 

Muskegon, Mich. 

This is to certify that we have audited the 
accounts of John Dolfin, Treasurer, and have 
found the same correct, and this report has 
been verified. 

ALBERT J. WIBALDA, 
FRED L. WINTER, 

Auditing Comm~ of Cl. Muskegon. 
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Y. OVERTURES TO SYNOD 

1. Synod approve of the election of the following 
hrethren as members or alternates of the Christian Re­
formed Board of Missions: 

CI.· California-Rev. J. De Jong; secundus, Rev. W. Groen. 
Cl. Grand Rapids East-Rev. H. Guikema. 
Cl. Grand Rapids 'Vest-Rev. H. J. Mulder; secundus, Rev. 

G. Hofmeyer. 
Cl. Hackensack-Rev. H. Bouma. 
Cl. Holland-Rev. D. Zwier. 
Cl. Hudson-Rev. S. S. Van der Heide; secundus, Rev. 

A. J. Rus. 
Cl. IIIinois-Rev. Z. Sherda. 
CI. Muskegon-Rev. J. Dolfin. 
Cl. Orange City-Rev. ,V. Meyer; secundus, Rev. J. Paauw. 
Cl. Ostfriesland-Rev. H. C. Bode; secundus, Rev. E. Boeve. 
CI.·Pacific-Rev. P. Jonker, Jr.; secundus, Rev. J. Mulder . 

. CI. Pella-Rev. I. Van Dellen; secundus, Rev. W. D. Van-
derwerp. . 

Cl. Sioux Center-Rev. J. C. De Bruvn. 
Cl. "'isconsin-Rev. J. O. Vos; secundus, Rev. H. Ahuis. 
Cl. Zeelanil-Rev. G. J. Van de Riet; secundus, Rev. J. Putt. 

2. Synod grant authorization to the Board to send 
some of the repatriated mission force back to China by next 
fall, namely, Rev. H. A. Dykstra and family, and Miss W. 
Ralsbeek. Grounds: Our responsibility for our field, num­
bering between one and two million people; the missionary 

- • force in China encourages us to again take up the work, if 
we assume full responsibility for our action. 

Should the mission force in China deem it wise to do so, 
we plan to send the Rev. S. A. Dykstra next year, and Miss 
L. Bode, Rev. N. De Vries, and Rev. A. H. Selles we expect 
to send if and when the field opens up and the mission force 
in China deems its advisable to send more workers. 

3. Since there is uncertainty about the case, we lay be­l fore you the question of the responsibility of the calling 
. - churches to continue the salary of the repatriated workers 

until such a time as they are permanently located. We be-



Pare 230 

. 
I 

lieve the churches remain responsible for this, but desire· 
your opinion on the matter. 

4. We request your authorization to open up one or 
two new mission posts on our Indian field by 1930, in case 
we deem such desirable. Two places are before our mind, 
highly recommended as suitable sites, namely: Torreon, 
i5 miles North East of Crown Point, and Beautiful Moun­
tain, 30 miles South West of Shiprock, N. 1\1. Grounds: 
the urgent need of covering our Indian field as thoroughly 
and as soon as possible, through camp work and other­
wise, so as to conserve the work carried on at our various 
posts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
By order of the Board, 

HENRy.BEETs. Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT Va 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL TREASURER, 
JEWISH MISSIONS 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. 
to be held at Holland. Mich .. June. 1928. 

West SayvHle, N. Y., June 1, 1928. 
ESTEE~IEO FATHERS A.'(O BRETHRE:<: 

As Treasurer of the Jewish Missions General Fund I 
humbly submit the following report and account of Receipts 
and Disbursement for the past two years. 

Let me begin by saying that the receipts for this past 
synodical year were more than ever before, altho a glance 
at the printed report will show that the majority of the 
Classes have fallen far short of the sum required. 

The ~ynod of 1926 recommended 80 cents per family 
annually, or $1.60 per family for the two years. Only four 
of the Classes came up to this mark, counting Classis Hol­
land although lacking 1 cent per family of the full amount. 
Classes Ostfriesland and Pacific are worthy of special men­
tion, having contributed far above what was required. Clas­
sis Hackensack has contributed more than ever before, and 
gives hope of reaching the required sum. 

During the year 1926 I was the recipient of two legacies: 
one of $1,000.00 from Ellen Van den Berge-De Jong (de­
ceased), of Grand Rapids, Mich.. and one of $500.00 from 
Mrs. Johanna Woltman (deceased), of Zeeland, Mich. 

From the reports of our Jewish Missions at Paterson and 
Chicago, this labor among the Jews is not without fruit, and 
the Lord God of Israel has not withheld His blessings. 

Evidently the churches were not aware of the fact that 
the alllount required was 20 cents more per family annually 
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than two years ago. When being reminded of the shortage 
in this Fund at the beginning of this year, the contributions 
materially increased. Our churches show that they have 
love for the old covenant people. 

Your servant, if continued as such, will in the future, the 
Lord willing, remind the churches in time what will be re­
quired to continue the work successfully, and is sure that 
our people will respond. 

May Jehovah, the God of Israel, bless this work and ful­
fill His promise that the remnant of Israel shall be saved! 

Humbly submitted, 
Jewish Missions General Fund, 

J. L. VAN TIELEN, Treasurer. 

RECEIVED FOR THE GENERAL FUND OF JEWISH 
MISSIONS OF THE CHR. REF. CHURCH 

From May 1, 1926, to April 30. 1928 
Name 01 Classis NumBer Amount Per ..... More Received 

of Families ReCeived FamUy· than than '.r lLequired Required BuUding 
per Fam.ily per Fund 

r.mily 
California 362 $ 583.80 $1.61 $ ...... $ .01 $ 80.72 
G. R. East............ 2,645 2.687.80 1.01 .59 285.27 
G. R. West. ........... 3,142 3,044.62 .93 .67 171.45 
Hackensack ........ 469 606.1S 1.29 .31 44.60 
Holland ............... - 1,891 3.017.90 1.59 .01 452.22 
Hudson ................ 1,440 1,193.91 .83 ;77 52.57 
Illinois ................ 2,485 2.326.59 .93 .67 
Muskegon 1,959 2.669.69 1.36 .24 606.88 
Orange City ...... 1,445 1,604.56 1.11 .49 418.71 
Ostfriesland ...... 545 1.241.46 2.27 .67 85.53 
Pacific ......... -........ 736 1.541.11 2.09 .49 280.08 
Pella .-_ ................. 984 868.43 .96 .64 105.97 
Sioux Center ...... 1,355 890.41 .65 .95 428.40 
Wisconsin ............ 626 680.20 1.08 .52 16.77 
Zeeland ... -...•........ 1,697 2.092.21 1.31 .29 280.32 

Total .................... 21.681 $25,048.84 $1.10 $ .50 $3,209.49 
Societies, Donations, etc. 1,782.24 
Legacies 1,500.00 
Interest 184.25 
Building Fund 3,209.49 
Balance on hand May 1, 1926 1,628.95 

Total Receipts $33.353.77 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Chicago .................................................................... $14.750.00 
Chicago "Special" ............................... _.................... 2,456.53 
Paterson ........ __ .................... _._ .......... __ ....................... 8,500.00 
Paterson "Special" . __ .............................................. - 1,508.37 
Gratuity, Printing, Postage, etc .......... __ . __ .............. 56.72 
Certificate of peposit (Mrs. Johanna Woltman 

Legacy) ............................................................. . 
Bonds (Michael Van den Berge Memorial) ....... . 
Inheritance Tax (Woltman Legacv) ..................... . 
Building Fund (includes $25 for Furniture) ..... . 
Balance on hand May 1, 1928 ................ __ ............. . 

. Total Disbursements ........................... . 

500.00 
1.020.00 

27.00 
3.131.88 
1.403.27 

CHICAGO RECEIVED-
Through General Fund .................................... $17.206.53 
For Building Fund .......................................... 3.131.88 
Other Sources (includes $25 for Furniture) 4,613.43 

PATERSON RECEIVED--
Through General Fund .................................... $10,008.37 
Other Sources .................................................... 469.48 

$33.353.77 

$24.951.84 

$10.477.85 

Grand Total Receipts .............................................. _ ...................... $35.429.69 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. L. VAN TIELEN, Treasurer. 

'We have audited the books of J. L. Van Tielen, 
Treasurer of the Jewish Missions General Fund 
for the period from May 1, 1926, to April 30, 1928, 
and have found them correct. The printed report 
agrees with the reecipts and disbursements re­
corded in the books. 

(Signed) JOHN C. VAN WYEN. 

JOHN BOOGERTMAN 
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. SUPPLEMENT Vb 

JEWISH MISSION REPORTS 

Report of Nathanael Institute, 1928 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
to be held at H oUand, Mich., June, 1928. 
ESTEE)IED FATHERS A:<D BRETHRE:<: 

Since the meeting of the Synod of 1926. a great amount 
of work has heen done by the Board and Missionaries of 
the Chicago Jewish ;\!is;ion of the Christian Reformed 
Church. of which we wish now to render a brief report. 

?lluch work was done in securing a new location for our 
missionary activities. Due to the influx of a Negro popula­
lion in the old district. the ?lIissionaries. Board and Classis 
of Illinois felt the need of selecting a new J e'ivish district. 
At 1241-1243 South Crawford Ayenue the Board secured 
two lots on a business street in the heart of a thickly settled 
Jewish community. The Jewish people in this community 
belong to the middle class of society, are connected in ahout 
equal numhers with Orthodox and Reformed congrega­
tions. and are for the larger part unacquainted with the 
person of Jesus and Ole message of salvation. That we 
haye not erred in choosing this new field is shown by the 
fact that the Chicago Hebrew ;\Iission and the Marcy Cen­
ter ;\Iission are also planning on doing Jewish mission work 
in this community. 

Even more difficult than the problem of securing a new 
location was the task of planning and financing a new build­
ing for our missionary activity. It was felt that we needed 
a suitable building for institutional work so that we would 
be able to get into intimate contact with our Jewish people. 
and thus prepare the way for the favorable reception of 
the Gospel. As a result of much prayer and labor we have 
secured a building which is ideal for missionary work 



among the Jews. The building is a two-and-one-half story 
brick bnilding, so planned and arranged that it can honse a 
large variety of activities. In the basement we have a large 
room,. equipped for boys' class-room and club-room. It 
also contains a small storage room, a gangway which can 
also be used for manual training, a coal room, a furnace 
room, and a room for men's toilets and lavatories. On the 
first floor we have a beautifully furnished chapel with a 
seating capacity of sixty-four, a men's reading-room, and 
a regUlation size gymnasium which is equipped with lockers 
and showers. On the second floor we have a large class­
room for kindergarten and girls' work; a ladies' parlor for 
adult work; a room for sewing and art work; a small 
kitchen; a room equipped as office for the use of the Board 
and missionaries; a room for an attendant; a room for the 
sick; an examination room; a waiting room; a laboratory 
and pharmacy; an isolation room; and a rest room for 
women. "\Ye have prepared pictures of the building and 
';ome of the rooms, and have sent a copy of them to every 
consistory of our denomination. We are appending to this 
report, a brief although complete report of the financial 
transactions concerned with the erection of onr present 
buildjng. 

At present our Mission Force consists of the following: 
FULL-TIME WORKERS-

Wrn. Yonker, M.D .• Supt. for medical work and work among adults. 
A. Huisjen, Asst. Supt., for boys' and men's work. 
Miss Edith Van der Meulen. for children's work. 
Miss Tena Delis. R.N., for nurse and for women's work. 
Miss Virginia Dykstra, for girls' classes. 

PART-TIME WORKERS-

Peter Hanstra, for boys' work. 
Benj Tabatznik, in charge of the reading-room. 

JANITOR-

Mr. L. Tromp. 

VOLUNTEERS-

Miss Gertrude Huisjen. 
Mr. John Swierenga. 
Mr. A. Ottenhof 
Mr. H. Ottenhof. 
Mr. John Ipema. 
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From tlus list it will be seen that Miss Tena Delis has 
been appointed to take the place of Miss Henrietta Stek, our 
former nurse, and Miss Virginia Dykstra has been appointed 
to take the place left vacant by Miss Jacoba Tibma. 

As to the work done, we can state that the Board and 
missionaries have labored faithfully during the past two 
years. The Board has met once per month to hear reports 
of Board-members and nUssionaries, and to discuss and 
plan concerning the work of the Mission. Missionary activ­
ity at 1326 W. 14th Street has been continued until August, 
1927. A temporary place for nUssionary activity was se­
cured in the new district at 3948 Grenshaw St., where mis­
sion work was done from September, 1926, to January, 
1928. lIIission work in the new building was begun Janu­
ary, 1928. 

As to ti,e type of work done at present, a glance at the 
appended schedule will give the delegates an idea of the 
variety of activities carried on in the new nussion building . 

. It should be remembered in considering this schedule, that 
we arc using every means available to get into contact with 
the Jewish people of the community in order tbat we may 
be able to bring them the all-important message of sin and 
redemption. We do make use of many social service agen­
cies, but try to make them contribute to the one end, name­
ly, the salvation of sinners. 

In tllis difficult and discouraging work we cannot glad­
den your hearts with reports of what would seem to us 
great and precious fruit upon our labors. During the sum­
mer of 1927 a Jewish man, through the instrumentality of 
our Mission, turned his back upon the errors of Judaism 
and confessed his trust in Christ as his personal Savior. He 
is now a loyal member of one of our churches in Chicago. 

In spite of the many discouragements, we are laboring 
faithfully with those with whom we get in contact, sowing 
the seed as best we know how. And we do work with 
many people, notwithstanding the opposition and prejudice 
of the Jewish race against Christianity. During the first 
four months in our new building, for instance, over 75 dif­
ferent men have entered our reading-room, which was the 
first time that they entered any Christian Mission at aU. 



We have had as high an enrollment of boys as 80, and girls 
as high as 50. These boys and girls and young people pay 
dues as well as attend our Bible Classes. In our dispensary 
work we get in touch with new families every month, fam­
ilies which have never been approached with the message of 
redemption, and which are totally ignorant of the person 
and work of Jesus. In the new district it is naturally diffi­
cult to get many people to attend our Gospel-meetings, but 
from the very beginning we have had Jewishpeople in our 
audiences, to whom Christ is preached in the Yiddish as well 
as in the English language. In this connection it should be 
remembered that all of the missionaries study the Yiddish 
language and make use of that language when indicated 
in their work. . 

For the work of the following two years, the Classis of 
llIinois requests Synod to appropriate $19,164.00 annually, 
which. will be distributed as follows: 

Salaries of the present six iull-time workers .... $10,800.00 
Salaries of the present two part-time workers.... 644.00 
General Expenses ........................ _......................... 2,920.00 
Interest on Bonds .............................. _................... 1,800.00 
Reduction on DebL................................................ 3,000.00 

Total... ..................................................... $19,164.00 

A detailed report on the proposed budget for .1928-1930 has 
been prepared, and will be given to the Committee which 
the Synod appoints to consider the needs of Nathanael 
Institute. 

May the Lord allow His blessing to rest upon the labors 
that have been put forth, and may He encourage us to labor 
with diligence for the salvation of them Who, from the point 
of view of God's choice, are beloved because of their fore­
fathers, for God does not change His mind ahout those to 
whom He gives His blessing or sends His call. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Committee of Classis· Illinois, 

H. BEL, Vice-President. 
I. WESTRA, S. C. 
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PROPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET FOR NATHANAEL 
INSTITUTE FOR 1928-1930 

SALARIES-

Superintendent .................................................... $3,500.00 
Assistant Superintendent .................. _ ............. 2,500.00 
Nurse .................................................................... 1,500.00 
Teacher for Girls ................................................ 1,200.00 
Teacher for. Women ..................................... __ ... 1,200.00 
Janitor ..•............................................................... 900.00 
Boys' Teacher ...................................................... 500.00 
Reading-room Attendant .................................. 144.00 $11,444.00 

RUNNING EXPENSES--

Fuel ..................................................................... . 
Gas and Electricity ............................................. . 
Mission Auto Expense ....................................... . 
Repair of Building ............................................. . 
Books. Papers, and Tracts ............................... . 
Dispensar:r ......................................................... . 
Extra Labor ..... _ ... _ ......... _ ... _ ............. _ ........... . 
Miscellaneous and Class-room Materials ....... . 

BOND IssUE-

400.00 
22000 

300.00 
900.00 
300.00 
300.00 
200.00 
300.00 

Annual Interest .... _ ....•.......... _......................... 1,800.00 

2,920.00 

Reduction of Debt. .... _ ..........•... _ ...................... 3,000.00 4,800.00 

Total Budget ..•...• __ ....•..... _........... $19,164.00 

I. WESTRA, Stated Clerk. 
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, SCHEDULE OF NATHANAEL INSTITUTE 

?~: 
PERIOD ACTIVITY AGE) IN CHARGE 

3 O()- 9: 00 Reading Room Men Tabatznik 

3 O()- 4: 00 Happy Hour 6-17 Huisjen 

7 46-9:00 Gospel Meeting Adults Dr. Yonker 

7 46- 9: 00 Children's Class Van-Del-Dyk 

9 0()-12: 00 Dispensary All ages Dr. Yonker 

1 O()- 3: 00 Staff Meeting and 
Yiddish Class Workers 

3:0()- 9:00 Reading Room Men Tabatznik 
(Girls) 

3 00- 6 00 Registrar Miss Delis 

3 46- 4 45 Kindergarten 6-3 Miss Van 

6 00- 8 00 Registrar Miss Van 

3 46- 4 45 Gym 9-11 

5 O()- 6 00 and 12-14 Miss Dykstra 

7 00- 8 00 Shower 16-up 

I ' 
~, 9 00-12 00 Dispensary All ages Dr. Yonker 

, 1 O()- 3 00 Charge of Building Mr. Huisjen 

I 3 O()- 9 00 Reading Room Men Tabatznik 

i 
• (Boys) 

3 3()- 8 30 Club Room All ages Mr. Huisjen 

3 46- 5 00 G~'"lU 9-11 
, 6 30- 7 45 and 12-14 Mr. Hanstra 
I 
I 8 00- 9 15 Shower 15-17 

Wednesday i ~ 00-12 00 Dispensary All ages Dr. Yonker 

1 3()- 3 00 Bible Class Women Miss Delis 

3 O()- 9 00 Reading Room l\Ien Tabatznik 

1 3()- 3 00 Children 1-6 Miss Van 
, (Girls) 

3 00- 6 00 Registrar Miss Dykstra 

3 46- 4 45 Bible and Sewing 9-11 Miss Van 

5 00- 6 00 Bible and S£'wing 12-14 Miss Van 

6 00- 8 00 Registrar Miss Van 

7 00- 8 00 Club and Bible 16-up Miss Dykstra 

Thursday 9 0()-12 00 Dispensary All ages Dr. Yonker 

1 O()- 3 00 Charge of Building Miss Dykstra 

3 00- 9 00 Reading Room Men Tabatznik 
(Boys) 

3 3()- 8 30 Club Room All ages Huisjen 

3 46- 6 00 Gym 9-11 

6 3()- 7 45 and 12-14 Mr. Hanstra 

8 O()- 9 15 Shower 16-17 

7 46- 8 30 Bible Class 12-14 Huisjen 

Friday 9 0()-12 00 Dispensary All ages Dr. Yonker 

1 00- 3 00 Charge of Building Miss Van 

3 O()- 9 00 Reading Room Men Tabatznik 
(Girls) 

3 00- 6 00 Registrar Miss Delis 

3 46- 4 45 Kindergarten 6-3 Miss Van 

3 46- 4 45 Gym 9-11 

5 00- 6 00 and 12-14 Miss Dykstra 

7 00- 8 00 Shower 15-up 

Saturday 9 0()-"3 00 Charge of Building Miss Huisjen 

3 O()- 9 00 Reading Room Men Tabatznik 
(Boys; 

3 O()- 8 00 Club Room 9-up Mr. Hanstra 

3 00- 3 45 Bible Class 9-11 Huisjen 

4 O()- 5 00 Gym and Shower 9-11 Ottenhof Bros. 

G 30- 7 30 Shower and Gym 12 14 Ottenhof Bros. 

. 

-
-
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. SUPPLEMENT V c 

REPORT OF THE HEBREW MISSION BOARD OF PAT­
ERSON. N. J_. FROM MARCH. 1926. TO APIDL. 1928 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church to be 
held at Holland. Mich.: 

HONORAIlLE FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

T HE brethren of the Classes of Hndson and Hacken­
sack who are in charge of the Mission among the 

Jews in Paterson and Passaic,. N. J .• humbly submit the 
following report to yonr honorable body: 

'Ve are glad to report that the work of the Mission has 
been faithfully supervised by the members of the Board, 
who have been appointed by the above named Classes. 
The Board meets every first Tuesday in the month to re­
ceive the report of the work done by the personnel· 
through the Superintendent, and to transact all business 
pertaining to the work and building. and all that may come 
before the Board. 

The working force consists of the Superintendent. Mr. 
Schultz, Miss Riemersma, Miss Rozendale, Practical 
Nurse, and Dr. Dunning, an able man who spends one 
afternoon a week in the Dispensary. to which many of 
the Jews come to be treated. and while they are ·being 
taken care of. one by one. Mr. Schultz in the waiting room 
talks with them abont the Messiah. the Hope of Israel 

The work is being carried on in the usual manner and 
we would say we have reason to be encouraged. The 
attendance of the indoor meetings was fair; an average 
of 5 or 6 Jews at each meeting. together with a nnmber of 
Gentiles and a few Christian friends. We begin these 
meetings with a few songs and then follows a message 
from the Word of God. Thns 102 of these meetings were 
held. 

During the summer months the Gospel meetings are 

I 
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held in the open air. These meetings are an encouraging 
part of the work. On the street the workers ·bring a 
Gospel message to the Jews, who would not think of 
coming to the Mission Hall. The young people of the 
local congregations come out to heIp and encourage this 
work. 

The Children's hour, or sewing class, is well attended; 
an average of 8 Jewish children together wHh a goodly 
number of Gentiles are present. The primary object of 
these meetings is to teach the children the way of salva­
tion through Christ Jesus. The children are also drilled 
in Bible texts, so that the Word of the Lord may be 
imprin,ted on their minds. This class is conducted by 
Miss Riemersma and Miss Rozendale; 86 of these meetings 
were held. 

The Dispensary meetings are also encouraging. An 
average of 22 Jews--men, women and children-are 
present to receive medical treatment at the hand of our 
able physician and nurse. In the waiting room we have 
a regular song service, together with the preaching of the 
Gospel, while each waits his turn to receive medical 
treatment by Dr. Dunning, who gives his service gratis 
one afternoon each week. \Vhile we have the Jews here 
with us, we do personal work in trying to convince them 
that Jesus is the Christ from the Old and New Testament; 
85 of these meetings were held. 

Much time is devoted in house to house visitation. 
This is a very important work with, as we may believe, 
good results. In the Jewish homes, stores and shops, the 
workers have a good opportunity to do personal work. 
There are a goodly number of the Jews who like to have 
the workers come to visit with them. Our Superintendent 
reports that they have access to about 200 Jewish homes 
where they may freely go to bring the Gospel. In general 
the Jews listen attentively and they ask for Christian 
literature, such as gospels and tracts; but there are also 
those that hate the missionaries and threaten them. 

We also carryon Jewish Mission work in Passaic. 
There the work consists of house to house visitation. Our 
Superintendent reports that the Jews in Passaic are very 
much scattered. Therefore we have as yet found no 



Page 242 

I 
I-
I 

""propri"l~ place where we can renl a hall 10 hold Gospel 
IllCctings; otherwise the work there is also very encour­
aging. 

\V c arc sorry 10 say Ihal we can not hoast of any 
direct collversiolls, allhough we know that there are 
severnl Jews who nrc secret believers and ·earnest seekers 
"~Ier Ihe truth. . 

Furthermore WP wish 10 say that the .Jewish Mission 
ill Pal"rsoll is a leslimony 10 Ihe Jews and that the work­
(,,'s ar(' wilnes",. for Ihe' L""d and Saviour, and we ask 
YOII, one and all, 10 I'('mcmll,'r Ihis, sometimes trying 
work, in your prayers. 

Now we wish 10 reporl Ihe work done in Paterson as 
follows: 

The llllinbcl' of visits Illude .................... 3,542 
The IIIl1l1h,'r of Iracls distrihuled ........ .A,523 
Th,' nnmlll'l' of (,ospds distrihuted ...... 611 
The numher of BillIes distrihuted.......... 36 

\Y orl\. done in Passaic: 
Nllmhel' of visils lIIade ............................ 1,376 
Numhel' of Irnl'ls dislrihull'lL ................ 2,553 
Numhcr of Gospels distrihuted ................ 619 
NUlllher of Bihles dislrihuted.................. 4 

And now, hrethrell, we come to you with a reqnest to 
rellIellllwr liS also with the llulh'rial necessities, llUluely, 
fUllds to Ihe amount of $a,OOO.OO, which we sorely need to 
('olllillue Ihe work in its prpsPllt l'ondition. \Ve can assure 
YOU that Ihe 1II0lleys enlrusled 10 our care for the work 
;.re e"ollomieally ,iscd for I he furtherance. of the cause. 

llulllhly suhlllilled, 
PATEIlSON BEIIREW MISSION BOARD, 

Beury \'nn Oslcnhridge, Clerk. 
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SUPPLEMENT VI 

REPORT OF THE EMERITUS BOARD 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, in session 
at Holland,Mich., June, 1928. 

Esteemed Brethnen: 

When the Synod of 1926 adjourned, the Board consisted of the 
brethren H.M. Vander Ploeg, Mr. M. Trap, Rev. J. Smitter, Mr. A. 
Rosbach, and Mr. B. Sevensma. Mr. A. Rosback felt he could no longer 
serve and so the secundus, Mr. B. Sevensma took his place. Afrer­
wards we received the sad tidings that Rev. J. Smitter was suddenly 
taken by death. Upon this, Rev. J.O. Vos, as secundus, was invited to 
take his place. TheBoard then chose the following officers: Mr. M. 
Trap, President; Rev. J.O. Vos, Vice-President; Rev. H.M. Vander Ploeg, 
Secretary and Treasurer; and Mr. B. Sevensma, Vice-Secretary and Trea­
surer. 

During the last years the Board was able to pay the entire regular 
SUbsidy. However the extra subsidy promised to some could not be met 
entirely, because some Classes failed to pay the full assessment. In 
general to monies come in late, so that twice a loans of $5000 had to 
be negotiated so that payments could be made every three months. 

Departed from us through death were Mrs. T. Jongbloed, Rev. H.J. 
Haarsma, Mrs. L. Rietdyk, Mrs. P. Van Vlaanderen, Rev. F. Fortuin, 
and Rev. G.D. Dejong. 

Rev. J.P. De Vries and Rev. J. Homan are again sufficiently reco­
vered to serve a congregation and they thank the Church for the sup­
port received. Mrs. M. De Boer has purchased lodgings in the Holland 
Home in Grand Rapids. 
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She requires no further support, and is grateful for the help given 
her. 

The following requests have been received: 

Classis 
$600 

Classis 
Classis 

$600 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Claasis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 
Classis 

Ostfriesland for Rev. J. Plesscher, increase from 
to ................................... ' ......... $ 
Ostfriesland for Mrs. C. Bode •..••••••••.••..•• 
Ostfriesland for Mrs. J. Gruessing, increase from 
to ............................................ . 
Ostfriesland for Mrs. J. G. Plesscher .••••••... 
Holland for Mrs. Benjamin Post .••••••••••..•••• 
Holland for Rev. P. Schut, increase from $400 to 
Holland for Mrs. J. Robbert,increase from $800 to 
Hudson for Rev. F. Welandt .................... . 
Hudson f'or Rev. J .B. Hoekstra. 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

Hudson for Mrs. D.R. Drukker .................... . 
Hackensack for Mrs. J. Smitter .•..••••••••..•••.. 
Hackensack for Rev. J.A. Westervelt •••••.•.•.•••• 
Wisconsin for Mrs. H.J. Haarsma ..••••..•.....••.. 
California for Mrs. P.J. Hoekenga ••..•••....••..• 
Muskegon f"or Rev. S. Bouma ........... " ........... . 
Pella for Mrs. F.J. Drost ....................... . 
GrandRapids East for Mrs. J. Post •••.....•••.••.• 

800.00 
400.00 

800.00 
350.00 
600.00 
700.00 
900.00 
600.00 

1,000.00 
600.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,400.00 
1,000.00 

600.00 
500.00 

And the Board has presently promised and paid out proportionately: 

Rev. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Rev. 
Mrs. 
Rev. 
Rev. 

J. Plesscher •.•...•.• $ 
C. Bode ............. . 
J. H. Gruessing ••.••. 
J.G. Plesscher ••••.•. 
Benjamin Post .••.•••• 
P. Schut ............ . 
J. Robbert ...•••..••. 
F. Welandt .......... . 
J.B. Hoekstra •.•.•••. 

800.00 
400.00 
700.00 
450.00 
600.00 
700.00 
900.00 
600.00 

1,000.00 

Mrs. D.R. Drukker ..•.•• $ 
Mrs. J. Smitter ...•.••. 
Rev. J.S.Westervelt •••. 
Mrs. H.J.Haarsma ..•.••• 
Mrs. P.J. Hoekenga ..•.. 

(and $400.00 subsidy) 
Rev. S. Bouma •.••.•.•.. 
Mrs. F.J. Drost ....... . 
Mrs. J. Post .......... . 

600.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 
800.00 
800.00 

1,000.00 
600.00 
500.00 

No doubt the respective Classes will request Synod to approve the 
emeritation granted Rev. J.B. Hoekstra, Rev. J.A. Westervelt, and Rev. 
S. Bouma. 

Synod must at this time choose two members with their secundi. The 
retiring members are Mr. M. Trap and Mr. B. Sevensma, and the secundi 
are Mr. G. VanderWerp and Mr. H. Haveman. Also secundi must be appointed 
for two years for Rev. J.O. Vos and Mr. W. Bareman. 
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The report of the Treasurer reads as follows: 

FOR THE YEAR 1926 

Balance, 1925 •.••• $ 
Receipts ......... . 

Total •.••••... $ 
Disbursements ...•. 

Balance ••..••• $ 

1,968.36 
31 .427.80 

33,396.16 
33,295·4.6 

100.70 

FOR THE YEAR 1927 

Balance, 1926 ••..• $ 
Receipts •••• ~ ••••. 

Total ........ $ 
Disbursements •.... 

Balance ..••.. $ 

100.70 
37,103.10 

37,203.80 
37,044.16 

159.64 

The Treasurer's books were inspected and found to be in order. 

The following Classes on January 1, 1928, still had these debts: 

Grand Rapids East ..••. $3,707.52 
Grand Rapids West ....• 3,396.46 
Hackensack............ 59.84 
Holland. . • . .. • • . • . . . • . 12.53 
Hudson. • . • . . • . • . . . . • . . 153.15 
Muskegon .............. 2,057.96 

Orange City •.•..•••• $1,299.50 
Os tfriesland. • • • • . • • 721 .65 
Pacific •••••.••..••• 1.036.09 
Sioux Center ..•••.•• 2,622.17 
Wisconsin........... 160.50 
Zeeland. • • • • . • • . • • • • 824.51 

Classes California, Illinois, and Pella had the honor of being 
completely paid up, while Classes Hackensack and Pacific erased the 
debt soon after. 

T~e Board requests Synod to establish a rule that henceforth each 
classis shall remit the monies at the close of the fiscal year. The 
fiscal year is from January 1 to December 31. Then the Board will not 
have to borrow money, pay no interest, and the disbursements can be 
paid out regularly. 

The Lubbers Fund, just over $1,375.00 is invested in real estate 
and bears 6% interest. 

The Board has received a letter from Mr. A. Van Oosten regarding 
Insurance. Decided to refer this to Synod since there is much in it, 
it seems to us, that speaks of a sound financial basis. 

The Board advises the following subsidies: 

Rev. A.J. Brink ...•....•• $1,000 Mrs. M. V~nder Heide .•• $ 800.00 
Rev. A.W. Meyer .......... 1,000 Rev. P. S chu t .......... 700.00 
Rev. E. Van Korlaar ...... 1,000 Mrs. H. Heyns .......... 700.00 
Rev. T.W.R. Van't Loo .... 1,000 Mrs. J.H. Gruessing .••• 700.00 
Rev. J. Keizer ........... 1,000 Rev. F. Welandt ........ 600.00 
Rev. R. Vande~eft ..••••. 1,000 Mrs. M. J. Bosma •••••••• 600.00 
Rev. H. Van Wes ep ••••••.• 1,000 Mrs. Benjamin Post •..• _. 600.00 
Rev. W. Kole ............. 1,000 Mrs. D.R. Drukker •.•••• 600.00 
Rev. A. Keizer: .......... 1,000 Mrs. P. Van Vliet ...... 600.00 
Rev. K. Poppen ........... 1,000 Mrs. A. Dekker ....... -; . 600.00 
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Rev. J.Gulker ....•••..•. l,OOO.OO Mrs. C. Cooper ............................ 600.00 
Rev. J.B. Vande Hoek •.. l,OOO.OO Mrs. E. Breen ............................... 600.00 
Rev. J. A. Gerritsen .... l,OOO.OO Mrs. J. Groen . .............................. 600.00 
Rev. J.B. Hoekstra ••.... l,OOO.OO Mrs. G.L. Hoefker ........................ 600.00 
Rev. J. A. Westevelt ..•. l,OOO.OO Mrs. F.J. Dro s t ............................ 600.00 
Rev. S. Bouma ...••....•• 1,000.00 Rev. P. Kosten ................. ...... ... -. 500.00 
Rev. P.W. De Jonge ...••• l,200.00 Mrs. H. Tempel ............................. 500.00 

( or $1,000 & subsidy) Mrs. J. B. J onkInan ...................... 500.00 
Mrs. H. Tuls .••••..••..• l ,000.00 Mrs. J. Vissia ............................. 500.00 

(or $800 & subsidy) Mrs. P. Yrr .................................... 500.00 
Mrs. H. J. Haarsma •....• l,OOO.OO Mrs. J. Smi tter ............................ 500.00 

(or $800 & subsidy) Mrs. J. Pos t ............ ,. ,. ..... ,. ........ 500.00 
Mrs. P.J. Hoekenga .•..•. 1 ,200.00 Mrs. C. Bode ....... ,. ...................... 400.00 

(or $1,000 & subsidy) Mrs. J. G. Plesscher •..••...• 350.00 
Mrs. J. Robbert •..•••..• 900.00 Mrs. J.A. Kett ............................. 300.00 
Rev. J. Plesscher •....•. 800.00 Mrs. C. Van Hou ten ...................... 300.00 
Mrs. F. Stuart .••.••.... 800.00 Mrs. J. H. Schultz ...................... 200.00 

This makes a total of $37,450.00, and if Synod grants the subsidies 
the amount will be higher. Therefor the Board strongly urges that the sum 
o~ $2.00 per family be paid by all the Classes. And, ~ith the passing of 
tlme more requests will be coming in. 

RespectfUlly submitted, 

H.M. Vander Ploeg, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT VII 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE RE "CHURCH HELP" 

Honorable Brethren: 

Again two years have passed by and the churches expect a complete 
report on this Fund, namely, what has been given for it, and which con­
gregations have received the amounts provided by the churches. The needs 
of this Fund do not lessen but definitely increase. The reason is that 
construction is terribly expensive, a~d the congregations in the beginning, 
especially in the large centers, and even more so in Canada, are not 
reaa1y helped with a few hundred dollars, but require thousands. At the 
close of the previous year not less than $17,000.00 was promised, and the 
congregations expectantly await the realization of those promises. Synod 
will understant that the task becomes increasin1y difficult for your Com­
mittee, seein~ that the usual receipts for the last two years have amounted 
to only from ~15,000.00 to $16,000.00. The receipts will have to increase 
this year, especially in view of the needs of Canada. 

As to repayment, it can be reported that many congregations are faithful 
in this, although in the case of others there could be improvement. Very 
likely, should conditions for the rural churches improve, repayment will 
be easier for them. Repayments received since the previous Synod were for 
1927 the sum of $2,421.27 and 1926 the sum of $2,135.45. 
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Collections received for the years 1926 and 1927: 

1926 
Classis California ............................ $ 97.93 
Classis Grand Rapids Oost ...... _.... 783.81 
Classis Grand Rapids West............ 647.10 
Classis Hackensack .......................... 58.18 
Classis Holland ................................ 486.67 
Classis Hudson .. _ ....... _..................... 493.82 
Classis Illinois .............. __ .................. 773.36 
Classis Muskegon ............................ 604.64 
Classis Orange City ............... __ ..... 313.31 
Classis Ostfriesland _ ................ _.... 190.05 
Classis Pacific ................... _............. 333.23 
Classis Pella ..........................•....•.... 226.40 
Classis Sioux Center ...................... 328.97 
Classis Wisconsin ....................... _... 249.83 
Classis Zeeland ................................ 256.98 

Totaai... ........................... $5,843.38 

1927 
$ 83.21 

390.64 
577.69 
104.60 
552.21 
301.24 
827.08 
725.62 
237.98 
105.95 
413.18 
269.47 
276.25 
206.14 
244.93 

$5,316.19 

For the two years inclusive •.•••••.•• $11,159.57 
Repayment for two years ••.••.••...... 4,574.72 
Surplus balance, January 1,1926...... 878.55 
Further your Committee received for 

Conrad, Shepherd and Luctor ..••.... 
For Ea.st Martin ......................................... .. 

13,682.80 
382.75 

Total •.•..•..••...•. $30,678.39 

Disbursements for the years 1926 and 1927: 

Conrad, Mont, .. _ ... _ .... $1,700.00 
Shepherd, Mont. . ................................ _ .... _. 2,901.49 
East Martin, Mioh ............. __ .•....... _ ... _......... 382.75 
Luotor, Kansas _ ..•.•.....•... _ .............................. 9,456.66 

. East Leonard St., Grand Rapids, Mioh ....... 2,500.00 
West Branch, Mioh ..... _. ___ ._ ..... _ •............ 1,000.00 
Rook Rapids, Iowa ........•... _........................... 800.00 
Holland, Iowa •. _ .....• _ ... _ ........ ___ ................. 1,000.00 
Aetna, Mioh .....• _ ..•..... __ ... _ ... __ • __ ... 1,500.00 
Portland, Mioh ........... __ ._ •..•.... _ ..... _......... 500.00 
Ellsworth, Mich. _ •. _. ___ .. ............ 2,000.00 
Lee St., Grand Rapids, Mich. ...... __ ......... _.. 2,000.00 
East Muskegon, Mich. ............................ __ .... 2,000.00 
Godwin Heights, Grand Rapids, Mich. ......•. 1,000.00 
East Leonard St., Grand Rapids, Mich. ........ 1,500.00 
Box in Bank ......... __ ..•.... _._ ....•. _ ...... _..... 2.00 
Books ._ .... _ ... _ ... __ .... _ ... __ .. _ .......... _. 3.10 
Correspoftdentie en Gratificatie ........... ___ ..... 224.00 
Terug aan Classis Orange City ...... __ .......... 17.96 

Balan'ce in Fund ___ . __ ......... . 
$30,487.96 

$ 190.43 



,,:-::-' 

ltiJC~ 

- -6- -" 

Amounts held by the Congregations: 

.. 
Caldwell •. _._ ... _ •. _ .• _ •.... $ 202.00 N eerlandia ...........•.......... $ 95.:::: 
Sullivan .......• __ ..... __ 524.00 Los Angeles .................... 2,460'00 
Atwood ... _ ...... ___ .... _... 20.00 Holland, Minn ............... 1,~~g.OO 
Rudyard ..... - ... - ....... --.. 513400 •. 5000 North Blendon .............. 575'00 

Detroit .............................. . i~~17 .. ::::::::::::::=:::::::=::::: 26.10 Second Fremont ............ 275.00 
Libanon •...... _._ ...... _...... 25.00 Dutton ............................ 5~g.gg 
Alamo.a ..... - .. - ...... -....... 826862..0381 Columbus ........................ 1'goO'00 
Oskaloosa _ ................ _._ Lark, So. Dak................. . 0 

P I 202 64 West Branch ................ 1,180.0 East a myra ,............... . Hon<> (River Bend) ...... 1,175.00 
Noordeloos --................ 125.00 ogliVie, Minn. ................ 800.00 
Vesper .... - ... -.--.-.. -. 3,2i~·gg Austinville Iowa ........•. 665.00 She~herd ... - ..... -............ • H d' 600 00 

d I b 16857 awar en ...................... . Ran 0 p ........................ • E .... l\ine, So. Dak. ........ 1,995.00 
Plainfield .•.. - ............ -.... 9.55 ~ 1 23500 

. 19500 Chandler ........................ , . ElpIs ................................ • B' I 210000 
Ada ................... -.......... 200.00 TI~doC ··S·····i5;;k:······ .. '400'00 
Con,.ad ....... - ........... - ...... 2,104.70 ?II M~" o. ........ 370'00 
PI 2 150 00 HI s, Inn. .................... . over ..............•..... --...... ,. Wyoming Park, G. R •.... 1,350.00 
Muskegon Heights ........ 595.00 h RId 900 00 
Burdett -.-............... -...... 130.00 Fou~ °Islel an ............ 1200'00 
S b 205 00 LansIng, . .................. , . an om .......................... . Holland Center, S. D... 800.00 
Winnipeg ........................ 395.00 1 300 00 
R ell dB 48 98 Brooten ............. _........... , . e an ................ -.... . 1>1 B . 152000 
H k 60800 e aIn .......................... , . aneoc ..... - ......... - ...... -. k M· 95000 
Hanford .......... - .... -...... 256.31 Croo ':Ini Inn. .......... 1834'90 
Sibley ........... - ..... - ......... 1,800.00 Holland 'L owda ..... -......... '750'00 

hi gto 1 800 00 Secon yn en ..... _....... . Wo~t n n ............ -.... , . SDk 190000 
Ocheyedan .... _ ............... 1,060.67 Colton, oW'. a ............. 1'700'00 
C b 77000 Waupun IS. ••.•••....••.. , . ramers urg .................. . Mountai~ Lake, Minn... 475.00 
Portland .......................... 950.00 1>1~' 1>1' h 1 423 00 

'11 142500 East a,~n, Ie ........ , . Coopersvl e .. - ...... -........ , . M' h. 900 00 
D· d S . 500 00 Aetna Ie .................. . lamon pnngs ........... , W h 1260 00 

dl 900 00 Sultan, as. ................ , . Bra ey •.... -.................... . M' h 500 00 
Ra 'd 1 900 00 BurnIps Ie. .............. . Rock pI s .............. - .. ,. h '1 d 90000 

B 950 00 Gos en, n. . ...... _......... . auer ....................... - ..... 1900'00 East Mu.kegon .............. 3,800.00 
Sioux Falls .................... ,. Ell rth M'eh 1 960 00 

dS GR 4 50000 swo, 1._ ......... , • E. Leonar t., . ..... ,. Lee St., Grand Rapids.. 2,000.00 Godwin Heights, G. R. 1,000.00 
Total _________ .. ______ .. ___ .... '77,597.31 

Church Help reqUires increased support. The Classes recommend 
congregations to us, often for amounts larger than your Committee dates 
to grant. Each Classis is eager to have the congregation recommended 
by it, helped. But unless the collections increase, then it will appear 
impossible for your Committee to satisfy the request of the Classes. There 
are Classes which in one year request five or six thousand dollars from Church Help, and 
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collect only five or six hundred dollars, and indeed, this in the 
largest Classes of the Church. 

Also this year it will be necessary for your deputies to request 
an extra collection, especially in view of the needs of Canada. Your 
Committee request the approval of Synod for this. As of January 1, 1928 
$7,000.00 has been promised for Canada, and the needs there are increa­
sing greatly. The records have been inspected. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Your Committee, 
J. Mannie. 
D. De Beer, 
Henry J. Heynen. 



SUPPLEMENT VIII 

REPORT OF THE "PUBLICATION COMMITTEE" 

To the Honorable Synod in session at 
Holland, Mich. June 13, 1928. 

Honorable and Highly Esteemed Br.ethren: 

The affairs of our church papers have the past synodical year 
experienced a restful period.In the printing plant the layout and the 
division of labors have been stabilized, and under the expert direction 
of Mr. J.J. Buiten, the ditions could be sent out, regular as clockwork, 
from week to week, of which it may be said that they excelled through 
neatness and beauty of typographical execution. Mr. J. Van Ess could 
regularly proceed with his labor and, untiring as ever, provide not only 
for the finances, but also, and this of even greater interest, for the 
increase of the circle of readers. Repeatedly reports were received w~ich 
showed the favorable and indispensable quality of his work. Also the 
Editor-in-Chief and the Publication Committee could fulfil, through God's 
goodness, their task. Likewise the Assistant-Editors, but not without 
exceptions. In the unexpected departure of Rev. P.J. Hoekenga and rela­
tively soon thereafter of Rev. G.D. De Jong, De Wachter suffered two 
severe losses. Both were brethren who with acknowledged ability and 
faithfulness cared for their column, the first that of "De Praktijk der 
Godzaligheid" (The Practice of Godlinwaa) and the latter "Het Kerkelijk 
Leven" (Church Life). But it pleased the Lord, as we firmly believe, to 
free them and take them to Himself, to take them as those blest of the 
Father to enter the Kingdom, prepared for them from the foundation of the 
world. Also Rev. D.R. 
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Drukker departed from us. True, this brother had left the Committee 
just recently because of his moving to Passaic, buthis death shortly 
thereafter, was felt by us as the departure of one who belonged to the 
Committee, and who as President was its leader. The memory of each of 
these brethren is blessed. 

Immediately after the previous Synod, one df the first matters to 
which the Publication Committee had to address itself was to provide 
for editors of the various rubrics for a new two-year period. Those 
of De Wachter were all reappointed and accepted the reappointment. 
Likewise those of The Banner were all reappointed and again obtained for 
this task, but with the exception of those who themselves had asked to 
be relieved. This was the case with Rev. D.H. Muyskens and Rev. J.M. 
Vande Kieft. In place of the firs-named for the rubric "Our Doctrine" 
Rev. Z.J. Sherda, and in place of the last-named for the rubric "Sunday 
School Lesson" Rev. J.K. Van Baalen were chosen, and both brethren 
agreed to this task. Moreover, in time, other qualified persons were 
gotten to work (l.n our periodicals. 

De Wachter rubrics have remained the same, except that the wish of 
Rev. J. Van Dellen was granted, that his rubric "Uit de Schrten" be 
changed to articles like those rec ently prepared for his "Postdui ven ". 
In order to keep the rubrics, "De Prijktijk der Godzaligheid" and 
"Het Kerkelijk Leven"two co-workers have been appointed, and the Com­
mittee thinks it has succeeded very well in finding the right men in the 
brethren A.J. Brink and Y.P. De Jong. 

The.rubrics for TheBanner have given the Committee even more to do. 
The previous Synod had decided to expand The Banner, and the question 
arose, how to draw the greatest profit from this increasd size, in view of 
the continuing Americanization of our ecclesiastical life, just how to 
best enhance the significance of The Banner as a church periodical i 
its leadership role. In its report to the previous 
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Synod the Committee shared the information that it had weighted tenta­
tively to add three new Banner-rubrics of the same nature as the rubrics 
in De Wachter, namely, "Uit de Schriften" and "Kerkelijk Leven" and 
"vragenbus". It appears that these would be rubrics which would give 
editors the opportunity and encouragement to give guidance and enlighten­
ment in the Americanization process within our ecclesiastical life. For 
this purpose the Committee considered it very desirable to have especially 
a "Question Box" which it seems, is desired by many readers. 

After the previous Synod the Committee attempted to implement this plan 
but it has been only partially successful. 

The introduction of a rubric similar to De Wachter "Kerkekijk Keven" was 
objected to by the Banner editor. He perhaps correctly felt that such a 
rubric would conflict with the domain he needed for his "editoria,s". There­
for this was dropped. For somethirgin place of this we centered our at­
tention on a rubric of socilogical subjects, as "the home, theeducation in 
the home, amusements, the lodge question, the labor question, etc." Also, 
this plan fell through because the Committee was unable t find an editor for 
such a rubric. Various brethren were succesively appointe but all declined. 
So also this was dropped. 

Wi th a rubric similar to the Wachter rubric "Ui t de Schriften" the Com­
mittee was more successful. As to the nature of that rubric, the Committee 
said that its emphasis, in contrast with Scripture study as is given in the 
"Meditations" and in the "Sunday School Lesson", should concern itself in 
the area of specific study of Bible books, their place and significance in 
the history of revelation and in the organism of Scrupture. For a beginning 
Rev. H. Bouma was requested to prepare a series of articles with this ap­
proach, on the Pentateuch, and he said he was willing to do this. With the 
tacit consent of 
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the Committee he has continued to provide such articles on the following 
Bible books. 

And a "Q,uestion Box" has finally become a reality. Being of the opinion 
tha t such a rublic mi tht not continue smoothly, the Committee wan·te to 
combine it with another, indeed, with that of sociological subjects, be­
cause those subjects would most likely give rise to questions. However, 
nothing came of this because the sociological rubric failed. Now The Ban­
ner editor wasmandated, and he accepted, to try to get a "Q,uestion Box" 
started. It would be well, the Committee thought, to reserve a particular 
place in The Banner, even though no questions had been sent in. And in 
the beginning we could ourselves propose questions and answer those. Nothing 
happened very quickly; a lot of water has gone over the dam; but n; ow we have 
come so far that the first-fruits have been harvested. 

Moreover, the Committee has considered still other new rubrics. The 
Banner editor proposed to begin a rubric on "The Works of God in Nature". 
Such a rubric he thought, would present interesting material, and could teach 
to marvel more and more at the eternal power and divinity of the Creator in 
the book of nature, and this in contrast with the theories of unbelief. 
Since Dr. Beets stated that he could find well-qualified writers to prepare 
a series of such articles, he was empowered to prepare for this. However, 
up to this time such articles have not appeared. 

Another rubric proposed and advocated by the Banner editor was a depar~ 
ment for women.Dr. Beets considered such a rubric very desirable, because 

women.have their own problems, and therefor would be very interested ina 
department for women. Added to this, the church periodicals in our country 
generally have such a rubric, and that in our own circle there is no shor­
tage of female talent to provide for such a rubric. The Committee was 

not kindly disposed toward this, but still saw no 
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reason why it should not agree to Dr. Beets engaging a writer to provide a 
series of appropriate articles for the purpose of testing. The creditable 
articles by "Vera", in our opinion, was the fruit of this. 

Then there was also, not anew but an old rubric, which had fallen by the 
way, but which the Committee and many outside it, wished to see restored to 
its former glory. We mean the "Grand R pids Notes", as those formerly were 
gathered by Dr. Beets. Dr. Beets has promised to provide them again, and 
already during several weeks he has begun to fulfill that promise. 

And finally, the Committee felt that there should also be a School rubric, 
and that in both De Wachter and TheBanner. A rubric by which in our periodi­
cals the Theol. School and Calvin College would be brought to theattention of 
of the Church. 

Really we ought rohave still more than that. The Committee is in full 
agreement with those who want to strengthen the leadership role of our pe­
riodicals, would like to see especially our Theological professors take a 
prominent place among the writers in De Wachter and The Banner, as is the 
case in The Netherlands. This is somewhat different from what the Synod of 
1924 wanted. It desired that the professors of the Seminary and the College 
should write ¥so that our people would become better acquainted with our 
professors and with the teaching", and "the great significance of the subjects 
in which instruction is given". In the nature of things it was difficult for 
the professors concerned to do this because it would come down to writing 
faily regularly about himself and his own teaching. It would be wholly dif­
ferent if some of our Theological Professors were officialy related to our 
periodicals. 

However to bring this about wou~ require Synodical action. But what the 
Committee could do, and also has done, is to see if the prpose of the Synod 
of 1924 cannot be realized in another way, so that the periodicals would 
offer reading materials that would serve to acquaint our people increasingly 
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Church, and thus to increase love for her. That, for more than one reason, it 
was desirable that such reading material be provided by Professors, was 
also the opinion of the Committee, and to its satisfaction, it was able to 
find three Professors ready to do this. One of our Professors now provides 
monthly articles concerning the College for TheBanner; another does the same 
for De Wachter; and a third likewise monthly articles concerning the Theologics 

School for both De Wachter and The Banner. 
Several times we have spoken of the necessity that our periodicals in­

creasingly show their influence, from which leadership proceeds for the entire 
Church and for our entire ecclesiastical life, especially in view of the con­
tinuing Americanization. Our periodicals may not be colorless. They must 
reveal principles and exalt them, and delin~te the boundaries properly, even 
though this inspite of all caution, can easily be the cause of friction. 
Tasteless salt is without edge, but it profits nothing. The rest and peace of 
Zion must be sought by us, but not the rest and peace of the cemetery, where 
death reigns and works, death, consuming and annihilating everything. 

These are things about which we all are convinced, and which the Committee 
also attempts to keep in view. So in view of this it had a special meeting 
on February 8th with both the Editors-in-Chief, to discuss freely in a fra­
ternal spirit, what in the interest of our periodicals can be done in this 
direction. The discussion had the desired outcome and gave encouragement 
that it will bear fruit in the future. 

Among the matters which the Committee wishes to bring to the attention 
of Synod, there is most importantly, a plan for the review of our Regulations. 

The present Regulations for the Publication Committee dates back to the . 
Synod of 1910, and is directed toward conditions other than thos presently. 
At that time De Wachter was the sole ecclesiastical periodical, and the 
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printing and administration were farmed out to particular persons, who 
accepted responsibility according to a legal contract, while now we have two 
ecclesiastical periodicals and our own printing-plant. Consequently since 
1910 the Synods have made various decisions which have the effect of being 
completely new Regulations articles or amendments of present articles. For 
these reasons the Committee felt it was necessary to review the Re.gulations 
by which it now operates, and prepare a plan in place of the completely out­
dated Regulations. For these reasons the Committee felt it necessary to pre­
pare a revision of the, now in force, but completely outdated Regulations. 
Its purpose in this was only to have its Regulations conform to the past 
Synodical decisions, so that for almost all proposed revisions one can point 
to an article in the Acts. That plan reads as follows: 

REGULATIONS (OR RULES) FOR THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

Art. 1. 

To provide for the publication of both our church periodicals, De 
Wachter and The Banner, to attain responsibility to the Synod, that publi­
cation to be in harmony with Synodical stipulations, the Synod appoints a 
Committee of seven members, who shall be incorporated according to the laws 
of the State·ofMichigan, under the name"Publication Committee of the Chris­
tian Reformed Church". (Cf. Acts 1914, p. 23.) 

Art. 2 

The members of this Committee are appointed for a term of four years, 
in such a way that at each Synod one half (four or three members)retire. The 
retirees can be reelected. Serving the Synod with a list of names for 
appointment of members is done by its Committee of Preadvice for Publica­
tion matters (Acts 1922, pp. 43 and 220). In view of the many meetings of 
the Publication Committee, the place of residence of those who are considered 
shall be taken into account. (Acts 1914, P.23). 

Art. 3 

The Publication Committee meets at least each month at a regular time. 
If necessary or desired 
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the Editors-in-Chief and the Administrator are invited to the meeting, and 
these are then seated with advisory vote. 

Art. 4 

The work of this Committee consists of: 

(a) To have supervision of everything that concerns De Wachter and The 
Banner, with authority "and the requirement to deal with all who work on 
the above periodicals, as often as the Synodical stipulations are not ful­
filled, or in any way that there is activity that is not in the interest of 
our periodicals; 

(b) To serve the Editoiln-Chief with advice, whenever these request it 
for any matter. Likewise to give the Editors-in-Chief and the Co-laborers 
suggestions as often and in all situations inwhich the Committee judges it 
necessary. In differences of viewpoint between Wachter or Banner personnel 
and the Committee, the judgment of the last-named is final till the next 
Synod; 

(c) To decide in cases of differences between Editors and Co-editors as 
to placing reflectons sent in commenting on articles of the Coeditors. Such 
reflections shall be forwarded by the Edit~in-Chief to the concerned Coeditor 
with a statement of his judgment concerning placing ornot. Should the Co-edito 
judge differently, he then has the right to appeal to the Publication Commit­
tee, where the final decision rests. (Acts 1912, p.15f.) And in case the 
writer of an article complains to the Publication Committee regarding the 
Editor-in-Chief because of non-placement of his article, it shall investigate 
the specific article and the reasons for its non-placement, and give its ad­
vice to the Edi tor-in-Chief; 

(d) For the general administration and management of the printing-plant 
it appoints a "Business Manager:. Should he fail to answer to his respon­
sibilities, then the Committee will act according to its best judgment; 

(e) Determine the salary of the "Business Manager", and in consultation 
with him decide on the wages of those who work in the printing-plant; 
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(f) In case of death or retirement of an Editor-in-Chief or of any member 
of the Committee, to fill the vacancy until the next Synod; 

(g) Present a full report at each Synodical meeting of its actions, the 
financial condition according to the reports of the "Public Accountant", 
and the condition of the periodicals. 

Art. 5 

The Editors-in-Chief of De. Wachter and The Banner are chosen by Synod 
and the Publication Committee shall present it with nominations for this 
purpose. The Co-editors are appointed by the PUblication Committee in 
consultation with the Editors~n-Chief. (Acts 1924,p.81; Acts 1926, p. 26). 

Art. 6 

The profits of both of our church periodicals shall be used first 
for expansion and improvement of the periodicals themselves, and the 
for the Theol.School and Calvin College. (Acts 1920, p.ll). 

of all , 
remainder! 

Art. 7 

The books of the "Business Manager" shall be inspected each year by a 
"Public Accountant". (Acts 1916, p.22). 

Art. 8 

De Wachter and The Banner printing-plant shall be used only for our own 
churches printing. (Acts 1918, p.14). 

Further the Committee still has the following particulars: 
(a) It is not clear to it, what is meant in the decision of 1916, 

Acts, Art.27,5, p.22, with the 'credit' as well as the 'debit' of the sub­
scribers and advertisers, which according to that Synod had to be reported 
by the Publication Committee regularly. It seems to mean that a statement 
be given to Synod of the total on a given date shortly before Synod, as to 
what the one part of subscribers and advertisers by prepayment 

'. , 
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have coming, and the other part owes. But this is impractical, except with 
enormous expenses. Because that would require an army of "office clerks" 

to figure, on a certain date, each of 19,000 subscribers and number of ad­
vertisers under "credit" or "debit", and then total the figures. That we 
have never done; it was never contemplated to do that; and nonw of five 
Synods held since 1916 has objected to our neglect. Still it seems that the 
synodical decision requires this. In view of the revision of the Regula­
tions it should now be determined, whether Synod actually wants this, or 
whether it is satisfied when, as the Committee is accustomed to do, the 
reports of the Public Accountant are filed with Synod and in our report a 
summary of it is given. 

(b) The Synod of 1924 gave its approval to a proposal of the Committee, 
that on certain conditions, books might be printed at cost price, for the 
"Federation of Reformed Young Men's Societies: Acts 1924, pp.82,300). How­
ever, the Committee finds it necessary to notify Synod, that the execution 
of that decision has by now become practically impossible. First of all, 
brcause of the enlargement of The Banner, the result of which is that the 
publication of our periodicals usually taxes the capacity of our printing­
plant. And secondly, it has become obvious that the project is a very un­
certain one, in view of which it is impossible to plan, because in the four 
years that have now elapsed, not a single manuscript has been presented to us 
For extra work on the one hand so extensive as the printing of entire books 
and on the other hand so uncertain, a small printing-plant cannot adapt and 
make itself available. 

(c)The decision of earlier Synods which require the publication of re­
ports of the Synodical Committee of Preadvice in our church papers, are 
still in force. Still in the last years 
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little has come of this, because the dimensions of these reports in extent 
and number, has made the puhclication of th;em in our papers simply imprac- . 
tical. The Publication Committee would like to ask, whether with the decisior 
of the Synod of 1926 to publish a separate Report Book, the decisions referrec' 
to are to be considered as lapsed. 

(d)The Committee was of the opinion, in the interest of our periodicals, 
to raise the honorariums of the Co-editors in proportion to the amount of 
study and labor, wh~ch is required in the preparation of their rubrics. To do 
the same for the Editors-in-Chief it could not do, because their honorariums 
are determined by the Synod. The Committee, indeed, for the same reasons 
would recommend an increase, e.g. to $600.00 to the Synod, the more because 
for them the strict demands are increasing all the time, and in longer term 
of office greater capability has been obtrained. 

(e) The Committee has mandated Mr. J.B. Hulst to represent it at Synod. 

(f) The nominations for Editors-in-Chief which the Committee wishes to 
present to Synod, are: 

For De Wachter: Rev. H. Keegstra, Prof. L. Berkhof and Rev. D.H. Kromminga 
For The Banner: Dr. H. Beets, Rev. G. Hoeksema and Rev. E. Van Halsema. 

(g) The retiring members of the Committee are the brethren H. Denkema, 
W. Heyns, G.J. Rooks and E. Van Halsema. 

(h) The books of the Administrator last year and this year were inspected 
by the Public Accountant Mr. W.P. Dreyer and found to be in order. His r~rts 
are attached for Synod to review. The important matters of it are the 
following: 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
January 1, 1926 - January 1, 1928 

INCOME 1926 
Subscriptions, The Banner ........ $17,564.91 
Subscriptions. De Wachter ....... 14.361.31 
Advertising, The Banner............ 5.332.11 
Advertising. De Wachter............ 3.926.23 
Outside Work-

Heide-nwereId, Tract~. etc. 2,856.77 
Sale of Machine, Waste 

Paper, ctc, ............................ 2.194.03 
Hcnt, Upstairs Rooms................ 690.00 

Totals .................................. $46.925.36 

EXPENSES 1926 
Shop \Vages and Expensl·s ........ $1;~.002.92 
I'apl'l". Engravings, etc............... 7.052.03 
~econd Class Postage ........ __ ...... 1,637.48 
Editol'S' Salaries.......................... 3.237.54 
Van Ess Salary and Expenses.... 3,030.33 
Commission to Other Agents.... 1.096.03 
Qffice Salaries. Buiten, Clerk 

and Proofreader .................... 4.292.6,11 
Office and Building Expenses. 

Tnxeg. etC'. .............................. 2.893.58 

Totals ................................. $36.242.56 

TOTALS 1926 
Total Income ........................... '46.9:!!).36 
Total Expense:;. ............ 36.:!42.56 

Surplus ............................... $1 0.682.80 

Surplus has. been divided as fol)ows: 

]927 Total 
$19.930.36 $37.495.27 

14.200.00' 28.561.31 
6.487.03 11.819.14 
3.530.76 7.456.99 

U23.6! 3. 780.3~ 

347.08 2.541.11 
900.00 1.590.00 

$46.318.84 $93.244.20 

]927 Total 
$13.681.33 $26.684.2t, 

7.111.59 14.163.62 
1.842.99 3.480.47 
3.421.50 6.659.04 
2.966.00 5.996.33 
1.765.42 2.861.45 

4.536.60 8.829.25 

2.910.66 5.804.24 

$38.236.09 $74.478.65 

1927 
$46.318.84 

38'.236.09 

$ 8.082.75 

Total 
$93.244.20 

74,478.65 

$18,765.55 

$13.000 to Theo!. School nnd Calvin CoUt'ge. 
Balance has b{'cn invested in new machinery, office equip-
01(.'Ot and improvernent.c:; on the bunding. 

AC'cording to un nPI,rnil'l.ul mnde by the Contg & Burchard Co., 
A "praisers nlld Engineers. un Fcb. 2:1, 1928, the value of the build­
ing and printing equipment is as follows: 

Land ..................................................................... $15.000.00 
BuUding (les~ depreciation) .................................. 15,722.05 
Machinery and Equipment (le~!I depreciation) .... 26,817.98 

Total 

.Iatl. 1. H.:!,i 

.Jan. 1. 1!J2~ 

.................................. $57,540.03 

Number of Sub.criber • 
. [)(' Wut·htt.·I'-N.I00 ............ Thc Banncr- 9,3011 

.. Dc Wu<.'hter-7.8;'0 ............ The Banner-11, l00 

Respectfully, 
The Publication Comrni·ttee 
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c~ SUPPLEMENT IX 

REPORT OF THE "COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION" 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, in session 
at Holland, Mich., June, 1928. 

Honorable Fathers and Brethren: 

Through the sudden death of our secretary, Rev. P.J. Hoekenga, we are 
not in a position to give a report on the work of the "Committee on Immigra­
tion" . 

Undersigned during the past two years has given advice only a couple of 
times to persons asking for information. Mr. Paul Vanden Berg and undersigneci 
are the two remaining members of the "committee". And we are both of the 
opinion that there is little reason for the continuation of this "committee". i 
Unknown places are almost non-existent any more; through the use of the autd 

mobile it is a rare occasion that our people would settle in places where :,:' 
they had notfirst made a personal inquiry. 

In Canada ,a particular society has assumed the work among immigrants, whici 
from a principial viewpoint is healthier than when the Church concerns itself i 
with public affairs or immigration-planning. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Henry J. Heynen. 

1 

I 
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SUPPLEMENT X 

REPORT SOUTH-AMERICA 

To the Synod of. the Christian Reformed Church, 
In session at Holland, Mich., June, 1928 

Honorable Fathers and Brethren: 

The report of the deputies for South America can, thanks be to God, 
this time be more favorable than ever before. It is for us a cause for 
joyfUl gratitude that inall the congregations love reigns, with unity, 
blessing and hearty appreciation. Many years there was sighing, praying, 
and preparation; finally the Lord has opened a powerful door to move 
forwards through the sea of nations. Approximately 1,100 Reformed,most 
of them widely dispersed, can become points of departure for mission work 
in South America. Argentina alone is ninety-three times as large as The 
Netherlands. 

Rev. Sonneveldt already has labored there for seventeen years, and finds 
there his life's ideal. Also the congregations there increasingly feel their 
calling to bring the Gospel to the people of their country. The work is 
carried on in three languages, Dutch, Spanish and English. The minister de­
votes about half his time in Buenos Aires, and the other half in Chubut, 
Tres Arroyos, San Cayetano, Rosario, BraZil, etc. The two last-named since 

I: .. the las t Synod could not yet be visi ted. Such an expansive mission field 
demands great sacrifice, also as concerns home life; but the good brother 

I
, and his helpmeet perform the work with satisfaction and joy, although they 

too heartily long and pray that soon a co-worker may come to take over a part 
of the work. 

The congretation Buenos Aires (160 members and baptized) 
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also these two years was strengthened by a number of members from The 
Netherlands, by the establishment of a Christian Young People's Society 
(twenty members), by a new church organ, by a Holland course (nineteen 
students), and it enjoys yet again general respect and sympathy.Its annual 
report in Het Kerkblad is very encouraging. It also appointed a translation 
committee for Spanish versification of the Dutch melodies, and for the dis­
tribution of Reformed reading materials. The building fund has a small be­
ginning of $1,000, and they have asked the Netherlands and America for a 
contribution toward their own church building. Last year the congregation 
had a celebration for Elder Bening, son-in-law of Rev.Struis, who had served 
in the consistory twenty-five years. At such occasions the Christian 
Singing Society serves admirably. 

San Cayetano now has its own church building, an organ, a lay preacher, 
a Young .. Men' s Society (twenty members), a flourishing Sunday School, and very 
serious plans are being considered for a Sunday School among the Argentines, 
And even a Christian school. Here is, in part as a result of the immigration 
a lively and blessed church life. In connection with a promise made earlier, 
the consistory of San-Cayetano requested your deputies to send a minister. 
As to the specific condition laid down, more than enough,or possibly. in its 
entirely, has been done. And so the time has come to begin planning with that 
consistory, and to look for a person and the necessary finances. Deputies 
hope for an encouraging word from Synod in order to move forward with it. 

Also Tres Arroyos took on new life, and now has a good, faithful nucleus. 
Thanks to the memory of Elder Pluis a J.Pluis-fund was begun, so that later, 
if possible, ground may be purchased and a church built. Its Sunday School 
in the Spanish language, whiCh sixty children attend, works with blessing; 
also the Young Peoples' Society, and there is a very serious desire evident 
for a Holland school. 

Widely dispersed Chubut, a five-day journey from 
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Buenos Aires, uses all three languages andhas more than a dozen church lo­
calities. Here there are five Sunday Schools, B Young Peoples' Society,wor­
king for Christian instruction, hospital and other Christian pu~poses. 
Efforts are being put forth to obtain a Reformed teacher from South Africa. 
The Boer-congregation is a faithful people, among whom it is a joy to work 
and live; also it cooperates heartily with the Dutch congregations. 

Carembehy in Brazil also has reading services and a Sunday School, but 
is not yet an organized congregation. They look for a visit from Rev.Son­
neveldt, through whose efforts they last year obtained a Christian teacher, 
J. Zahn, who now has a flourishing school with more than twenty students. 
Also elsewhere in Brazil Calvinists dwell, who must be visited. 

In February, 1927, the publishing of Het Kerkblad voor Zuid-Amerika was 
begun, in order that through it the bond between the congregations might 
be strengthened, and also to supply something for the dispersed. It contains 
articles in Dutch, Spanish and South-African. With satisfaction it may be 
said t~pt Het Kerkblad already has borne blessed fruits. 

Last Christmas Rev. Sonneveldt might preach the Gospel per radio to our 
dispersed countrymen. This was the first time that a minister there spome 
by radio, and the expectation is that he also in the future may proclaim 
God's truth through this wonderful instrumentality. 

Also in other respects the minister and his faithful hellmeet perform 
a blessed work. The parsonage is always open to all, and eager use of this 
is made by members without their own family, by members from other congre­
gations who come there because of illness or are unemployed, and by seamen 
who are there temporatily. All find a welcome lodging and reception, some­
times lasting months, so that the parsonage since the minister's arrival 
in Buenos Aires (September, 1926) has never been without lodgers, and often 
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after the services on Sund~and other days there are ten guests. The good 
brother calls this pleasant and blessed work, and- we gladly believe it, but 
one can imagine that it makes life in the parsonage very busy and sacri­
ficial. 

Immigration and church extension, even though slowly, are making progress 
Argentina must overcome a lot 01" pre-judgments. Those who are there are 
quite pleased, and other family members and friends are expected soon. Many 
are of the best Dutch families who with Christian idealism make that long 
neglected part of the world their new fatherland, and who with consecrated 
spirit attempt to realize their Christian callin there, also toward the . 
inhabitants of the country. In Buenos Aires and elsewhere services, catechis! 
classes, Sunday Schools, choral programs, festivities, etc. are held, also -
in the language of the country and the participation is encouraging. 

A great and glorious mission field lies open before us there. The ideal 
of the leaders is to make Buenos Aires the basis of action, and then from I 
that center to promote the general interest of the congregations and fellow-i 
believers and others. Already the small beginning of this method of wor­
king has yielded favorable results. A second minister in Buenos Aires would) 
be of the highest importance; and also their own church building, their own 
printing-plant, radio preaching,and a seamen I s home I-or the hundreds of 
sailors to come there, and for whom so little is done as yet. And beyond 
this, if also Tres Arroyos-San Cajetano could have its own minister, then . 
Classis Buenos Aires could for the first time care for the most urgent needst 

Considering all of these situations and prospects as to church life the -
deputies believe it is in every way advisable: (1) that our churches con­
tinue to support Classis Buenos Aires for Rev. Sonneveldt, and (2) beyond 
this, with responsible haste, to search for and help a co-worker, and (3) 
that the Synod, for this purpose, appoint-a large number OI deput;ies with 
the same mandate as before, and (4) also 
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urge all congregations to collect faithfully for this urgent work in 
in God's Kingdom. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deputies ad hoc, 
J. Wyngaarden, Secretary. 

THE FINANCES 

Buenos Aires provides a parsonage. 
Chubut and Tres Arroyos and San Cajetano annually pay $800.00. 
The Reformed Churches in The Netherlands give annyally as subsidy 
$800.00. Thus together $1600.00 per year. 
And your deputies since the last Synod had the following disbursements: 

Shortage in the Fund and interest ....•••.•...•.• 
Two children at Chr. School in Netherlands •••... 
Tour of duty ................................... . 

$ 365.25 
1,600.00 

400.00 
58.50 
14.00 

2,437.75 

22 Wachters and 1 Banner ........•••••..••..•..•• 
Exchange,postage,depp. meetings and telegram .... . $ 

Deputies would have gladly forwarded an amount for church building 
in Buenos Aires, but the treasury did not permit this. 

We received from: 
Classis California ..•.•••••.•••......• $ 16.53 
Classis Grand Rapids East............. 178.61 
Classis Grand Rapids West............. 295.93 
Classis Holland....................... 222.21 
Classis Hudson ...................... ~........ 164.31 
Classis Illinois...................... 523.06 
Classis Muskegon................................ 201.13 
Classis Orange City................... 82.~ 
Classis Ostfriesland.................. 10.00 
Classis Pacific....................... 268.93 
Classis Pella......................... 62.75 
Classis Sioux Center.................. 90.64 
Classis Wisconsin.................................. 11.07 
Classis Zeeland....................... a~0.40 

$ 2, tl.08 
Balance in Treasury $30.33 

The Holland State Bank also this time forwarded the monies gratis. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deputies ad hoc, 

J. Wyngaarden, Secretary and Treasurer. 



Pag1lt 269 

\ 

SUPPLEMENT XI 

UEPORT OF THE HOLLAND SEAMEN'S HOME AND 
IMMIGRATION BUREAU 

1'0 the Synod of the Christian Ueformed Church, 
10 be held at Holland, Mich., June, 1f128. 
EST>;~;M Ell FATHEns AND llnt:THREN: 

The Eastern Home Mission Board of Classes Hacken­
sack nnd Hudson respectfully submits the following re­
porI in rc Ihe Holland Seamen's Home nnd Immigration 
BUrI'uu al Hoboken, N. J. 

;>.;cgotiations have heen carried on for several years to 
pUI"l"has(' th" corner building. adjoining our old Sealllen's 
HOlllc at aa2 River Street, Hoboken, and finally, Sept. 8, 
111'2;, the transaction was closed, nnd now we are in pos­
session of the corner building, located at 334 River Street. 
This building was cleaned, painted, and necessary altera­
tions mude, which incurred quite an expense, but We deem 
it well worth tht' onllay, for now we have a Home for sea­
Illen which COlli pares favorably with institutions of this 
kind and of which we may ju.slly he proud. The ground 
floor is used as thc Conversation Room for the seamen. 
Beds havc heen placed on the upper floors for sleeping 
'1uarters. The janitor and his wife occupy roollIs in the 
hllilding. Thl" seam('n very llInch apJlreciate the new 
homf.'. 

In acquiring this huilding and Illaking lIie necessary 
aiterations, etc., we have incurred II deht amounting to 
:J;21,OOO.OO. May we ask SYnod to recommend a collection 
or extra ("ontrfbutions to'helpli</uidat(' this dcht? The 
vlllue of the newly acquired building is more than 
:j<.IO,OtlO.OO. 

Rev. Vander \Voude, pastor of our Hohoken church, 
has chllrg(' of the spiritual work. and address('s the sea-
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men regularly from week to week when the opportunity 
. presents itself. At thes~ meetings the order and conduct 
are good and close attention is given to the speaker. 
Tracts and gospels arc distributed, and some of the sail­
ors take supplies of tracts from the racks to the steamers. 

Besides assisting the immigrants and emigrants at 
Hoboken, the Superintendent and Assistant lend their 
aid to those who are detained at Ellis Island through 
sickn ess or other reasons. Visits are also made to the 
ships and to the hospitals where seamen are confined. 
l'pon these occasions personal invitations are extended 
to those who do not know abont onr Home, tracts and 
gospels are distrihuted and personal conyersations held. 
E\'er~' evening the .Superintendent or Assistant reads a 
portion from the Bible to the seamen before the Home is 
closed for the night, which helps to preserve the Christian 
atmosphere in the Home. 

At the heginning of this year a communication was 
received from the Assistant Commissioner on Immigra­
tion, complaining that we had the names of deserting sea, 
men on our mailing list and thereby were assisting aliens 
in violating the laws of our United States. We thanked 
him for calling our attention to this and promised to 
co-operate with that office and remove such names from 
our mailing list, and not permit such use in the future. 
On account of this new rule, in not permitting deserters 
to make use of our Home, the attendance has heen some­
what less than heretofore, but, on the other hand, there 
is a decided improvement in the general atmosphere of 
the Home. This new ruling is looked upon with favor hy 
the hona fide sailors. 

The personnel of the Seamen's Home and Immigration 
Bureau at the present time consists of the following: the 
superintendent, Mr. M. J. Broekhuizen; the assistant, Mr. 
E. Apol; the janitor, Mr. Cornelius Fisher, and his wife, 
Mrs. Fisher, who assists as matron and lending aid to the 
immigrant women and children. 

The follow-up system is still in force and efforts are 
being made to make Ihis system more effective. 

All the work done in the Seamen's Home is highly 
appreciated by seamen, immigrants and emigrants, which 



r is evident from the verbal expressions of appreciation 
and from hundreds of letters and postal cards on file. 

The following is a list of immigrants and emigrants 
assisted by us during 1926 and 1927: 

ImmigraDu 
1926 

January ..... _ ...... _ .................. __ .. __ ......... 39 
February ..... _ ..................... _ ............. _.. 83 
!\1arch ......................•....... __ ............. __ .. _ 116 
April .................................................... 62 
May . __ ... _ ............................. __ ................ 93 
June .................................................... 63 
July ...................................................... 55 
August ..................................•............ _ 139 
September ...............................•............ 146 
October ......................................•......... 144 
November ...... _ ............ _ ................ __ ...... 57 
December .............................................. 82 

1,078 

1927 
January ................ __ ..•......•......• ___ ..•.... 85 
February ........ _ .................. _._.............. 92 
March .............•.......••.........••.......•........ 48 
April .................................................... 134 
May ...........•............••....•...••.•••...•........ 52 
JunE' ._.................................................. 39 
July ...................................................... 46 
August .......... _ .............. _...................... 68 
September ............................................. 59 
October ...........................•...•................ 100 
November ... ___ ........... _ ............. _............ 87 
December .............. _ ... _ ...... _.................. 27 

837 

The Annual Budget at present is 
follows: 

Been Here 
Before Emigrants 
1926 1926 

3 15 
28 9 
75 4 
10 56 
15 29 
14 51 
15 47 
44 14 
45 35 
36 28 
20 23 
27 53 

332 364 

1927 1927 
18 7 
17 25 
22 
31 56 

6 17 
6 33 

18 27 
23 14 
13 23 
15 5 

7 40 
36 

176 283 

approximately as 

Salaries ........................... _._ ................ __ ............. _ .......... _ ........... $5,200.0:> 
Coal .......................................................................................... 650.00 
Water, Gas, Electricity and Phones._ ................ _..................... 500.00 
Interest on $17,000.00 Mortgage ............................................ 1.020.00 

$7.370.00 
Less Receipts from Sundries ............... _ ................. _ ... _ .... _ .... _.. 370.00 

$7,000.00 
Appropriated by Synod ............................................................ 1,000.00 

To be received through gifts, contributions, etc., 
from churches, individuals, etc ................ _ ........... _ ........ $6,OOO.OO 



[ 
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I ~--
INDEBTEDNESS OF BUILDING FUND 

Mortgage on the Building .•..••.•••••.•••.•.... $17,000.00 
Money loaned on notes, etc..................... 000.00 

21 ,000.00 

RespectfUlly subnitted, 

Eastern Home Mission Board, 

J. L. VAN TIELEN, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT XII 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REFORMED 
LITERATURE 

ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

The Committee for Reformed Literature has the honor 
to report as follows: 

A. The Committce has requcsted a numbcr of men to 
write books on some of the subjects mentioned in the 
COlllmittee's first rcport. Almost without exccption thc 
IIwn appointcd havc heen found willing to comply with 
the rcquest of the Committcc. Prof L. Berkhof is now 
preparing a book dealing with the social teachings of the 
Bible. The Rev. G. \Y. Hylkema is writing a manual on 
Lodgism. The Rev. n .. 1. Kuipl'r expects to complete 
soon a hook on distindivc prindplcs and pradices of 
our Church. Dr. H. Beets has conscnted to prepare a book 
dcaling with some great mcn and events in thc history of 
till' Reformcd Churches. Prof. B. K. Kuiper is writing a 
book on the history and principles of Christian education 
in Amcrica. R('v. P. A. Ho('kstra will write on our Con­
fession; while Prof. P. Hm'kstra has promiscd to write on 
some phase of the influence of Calvinism in America. 

B. The Committee regrets to inform you that as yet 
no books have been publishcd. This delay is due to the 
fuel that I'hc preparation of manuscripts for books re­
quircs much time and cnnuot be accomplished hastily. 
The ml'n appointed hy the Committee have found it 
impossible to compl('tc their work in as short a period as 
was desired and cOllsl"luelltl~· have Ill'en ohlig('d to re­
quest an extensioll uf tinH'. TIl(' COJlullitlcc. however, 
eX(lcds to be ahlc to (lublish onc or more of the books 
mentioned in th(' pr('('eding paragraph in til<' not far 
distant futurl'. TI,,' E('rdmalls Puhlishing Co. alld thc 
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Smitter Book Co. have otrered their aid in the publishing 
and distribnting of the books. and the Committee grate­
fully acknowledges this willingness to co-operate . 

. C. Inasmuch as Mr. J. B. Hulst was not reappointed by 
Svnod of 1926 the Rev. J. ~1. Yande Kieft was elected 
treasurer in the place of !\Ir. Hulst. The books of the 
former treasurer have been audited and found to be in 
perfect condition. 

D. There is one other matter to which the Committee 
desires to call vour attention. In 1926 vour Committee in 
its report embodied !lie request that -the Committee as 
much as possible be permitted to retain identity of mem­
bership (Agendum. 1926. page 181) Synod decided. "That 
the same Committee be continued" (Acts. 1926, Art. 44, 
n. c). Xotwithstanding this decision. when the "Com­
mittee on Appointments" reported. the name of one of 
the members was dropped and another substituted. In 
view of this fact and also in view of the fact that the Rev. 
Groen now resides in Los Angeles and consequently is 
unable to attend the meetings of the Committee. your 
Committee again calls your attention to the name of Mr . 
.I. B. Hulst. 

E. Following is the report of the financial condition of 
the fund: 
On hand December 21. 1926 .................................................... $1.812.85 
Received from churches Dec. 21. 1926 to Feb. 17. 1928...... 341.56 
Interest on Savings Account. ................................................ _ 55.96 

Expenses 
Total ...................................................................... $2,210.37 

.................................................................................. 3.00 

Total in Fund ...................................................... $2,207.37 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Committee, 

H. H. MEETEa. Chairman 
R. POSTMA. Secretary 
J. !\I. Y.\NDE KIEFT. Treasurer 
W. GROEN 

J. HEK~iA:< 
\\'. H. Jt:Ll.F.MA 
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SUPPLEMENT xm 

REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVE ON AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 

To the Synod of the Chri.<tian Reformed Church, 
assembled at Holland, lIlich .. June, 1928. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

As your representative with the American Bible So­
ciety, I can briefly report that the Christian Reformed 
Churches have nobly stood bv this worthy cause since the 
last meeting of Synod. - -

During the year 192i the total contributions from the 
Christian Reformed Churches amounted to $2,255.48. 

A budget of $1,345,426 has been adopted for 1928 upon 
advice of the representatives of the various Churches, and 
even this large amount does not begin to cover the op­
portunities open to the .society. The Board of Managers 

. of the American Bible Society therefore appeals to the 
Churches of Christ of America for largely increased gifts 
toward the wider distribution of the Scriptures. 

Your representative recommends that the American 
Bihle Society he again placed on the list of approved 
causes, and that all churches be urged to set aside at 
lcast one offering per year for thc' work of Bible distri­
IJlltion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LEONARD TRAP. 
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SUPPLEMENT XIV 

REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF OUR PUBUC WORSHIP 

To the Synod of 1928. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN :-

.' 

W HEN' your honorable body convenes it will be 
twelve years ago that the first steps were taken 

to obtain a better order of worship for our churches. 
The first overture concerning this matter was presented 
at the Synod of 1916 hy Classis Illinois (Acta p. 30). 
Since that time the matter has been before all our SYnods, 
although the committee had no report in 1924. • 

The committee which was appointed at the Svnod of 
1916 and consisted of thr~e members was enlarged to 
seven members at the Synod of 1918 (Acta, pp. 55, 92). 
This committee began its task with enthusiasm and was 
able to present its report to the Synod of 1920 (Acta, 
Bijl. XIII, p. 185). 

The controlling idea of that report was that improve­
ment of our worship should not be sought in the addition 
to our services of adornments and novelties borrowed 
from other churches but in a return to the worship of 
Reformation-times and in a restoration of what has been 
lost in succeeding times of decay. The most character­
istic element of the plan which the committee present"" 
for a new order of worship was the Confession of Sin 
and the Absolution in the morning service-an element 
introduced in the Reformed Churclies of the 16th century 
by Calvin, a Lasco, Dathenus and others, and generally 
used in those churches. Your committee deemed the 
restoration of this element all the more necessary because 
through its disappearance the reading of the Law and 
of the Apostles' Creed have become isolated elements 
without liturgical value. 

This report was referred to the Consistories and Clas-

" . .-
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scs in order that the folIowing Synod might take final 
'action (Acta 1920, p. 26). 

In consequence of this decision several Classes ex­
pressed their opinion of the proposed order of worship 
at the Synod of 1922 (Agendum, p. XVII ff.-Acta, p. 66). 
Besides these brief overtures from eight different Classes, 
there was a broad criticism sent in by Classis Illinois, 
which is mentioned in the Acta (p. 67) but not printed. 

These opinions were as a whole unfavorable. Most 
of the overtures were brief condemnations of our pro­
posed Order, while the overture of Classis Illinois, though 
it distinguished itself from the others by the presentation 
of grounds in a systematic fashion, was nevertheless a 
challenge to practicalIy the entire report. 

The Committee of Preadvice judged-and surely not 
without reason-that in view of the situation the time 
was not ripe for the introduction of an Order of Worship 
as proposed by the committee, not even for a Synodical 
decision on the principles involved. It advised, however, 
to continue the committee and instruct it to give further 
thought to the subject and shed light upon it in our 
church-papers, declaring it would be deplorable if the 
entire matter should come to nothing. 

Though the decisions of the Synod were kinder and 
melre favorable than the criticism of the Classes, your 
committee was disheartened nevertheless. At the next 
Synod, 1924, it had no report and nothing had been done 
in the way of study or public discussion in our church­
papers. \Vhat especialIy discouraged the committee was 
the fact that the Classes-with the exception of Illinois­
had employed strong terms of disapproval (one Classis 
even spoke of "reprehensible elements") without taking 
the trouble to state their objections exeept in the most 
general terms and without even attempting to prove their 
assertions. The committee could not avoid receiving the 
impression that it was fighting a false conservatism which 
refused to be convinced. Besides, objections of such a 
nature cannot be answered because they are too vague. 
And as regards the decision that the committee should 
write on the subject in our church-papers, abundant con­
troversy about other and more important subjects made 
this inadvisable. No wonder it was pleased with the 
overture of one Class is (1924) to drop the matter and 
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discharge the committee. The Synod, however, did not 
accept the overture but continued the committee and 
charged it to do the work which it had been instructed 
to do by the Synod of 1922. 

And so your committee appeared at the Synod of 1926 
with its third report (Acta p. 43 and BijI. XIV, p. 304). 
But this report was simply a communication that the 
committee was unable to fulfill its task because after the 
Synod of 1922 it seemed doubtful whether the Church 
rpolly desired a uniform and Synodically prescribed 
Order of lrorship for all our churches. Former S~'nods 
had declared themselves in favor of this but at the SYnod 
of 1922 Classis Illinois took the position that the regula­
tion of public worship is a matter in which Synods 
should only "enlighten and advise" but that Synodical 
prescriptions in this matter conflict with the freedom of 
the local church. Synod did not answer this assertion. 
\Yhether it agreed or disagreed with the position of Clas­
sis Illinois was unknown to us and to all others. And 
yet we felt the need of certainty in this matter. As long 
as there was am' uncertaintv we felt n would be unfair 
to require of us io devote our time and strength to a task 
concerning which it was not even certain that the Synod I 
considered it to he her task! ~" 

Our request to the Synod of 1926 to declare itself on 
this point was granted. On grounds taken from Reformed 
Church Polity and from the history of Reformed Liturgy, 
which clearly show that it is the privilege of a Synod to 
prescribe a form or mode of public worship, it declared 
itself "as favoring a uniform bnt flexible order of wor­
ship for our churches" (Acta p. 43). There was no longer 
anv doubt as to the position of the Church on this funda­
mental question. 

The committee could resume its labors in a spirit of 
confidence. Rev. D. Zwier, one of its members, wrote a 
series of articles on the subject in De ll' achier and the 
committee faced the question in how far it was possible 
and advisable to amend its own proposals, as originally 
made at the Synod of 1920, in order to provide the 
churches with a more acceptable "uniform but flexible 
order of worship." It has the pleasure to presen t the 
following as the result of its labors. 

The criticism of Classis Illinois was levelled especially 
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against that part of our proposed Order of \Vorship 
which we called "The Service of Reconciliation," more 
particularly against the elements of Confession of Sin 
and Ahsolution which we sought to comhine organically 
with the Reading of the Law and the Creed. It seems 
that these same elements were the chief stumhling-hlock 
for the other Classes also. At least we suspect that the 
word "novelties" in some of the overtures was aimed 
especially at those features of our report. 

The main contention of Classis Illinois was thai Ihen 
is no need of a separale "Service of Reconciliation" since 
the entire service is a service of reconciliation. This, 
says the Classis, is the material principle of our public 
worship in distinction from the formal principle that 
God and His people meet. But the Classis is mistaken 
in this. It is not correct to sav that all the elements of 
the service revolve or should Tevolve around the idea of 
reconciliation with God. This is a confusion of the basis 
of our relation to God with its essence. The judicial basis 
or foundation of our life with God and for God is our 
reconciliation in the blood of Jesus Christ. But this is 
not the essence /lor the sum total of all our relations to 
God. As regards the assertion that "the meeting of God 
with His people cannot be more than a formal principle 
of worship" we remark that this too is incorrect. The 
"!neeting of God with His people" is the material as well 
us formal principle of our worship. This meeting is of 
course a meeting for the pllrpose of exercising fellowship. 
God and His people come together and this coming to­
gether implies the union of God with His people and 
takes place for the purpose of strengthening this union. 
It would be far more correct to say that the idea of 
IIl1ioll with God underlies the entire service than to say 
that the entire service is a service of reconciliatiori. The 
former concept is far broader than the latter. And if 
what we stated in our report No. II be true, viz., that all 
the essential elements of our life and communion with 
God should come to expression in our public worship. 
it must be oomitted that a "service of reconciliation" is 
not only an essential but the basic element of such wor­
ship, a11d that it does not receive full and adequate ex­
pression in all the other elements of the services. 

Perhaps a few words regarding the contents of tins 
service of reconciliation will not be amiss (see also report 
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No. I, Acta 1920}. Note first of all that it follows the open­
ing service. In this service the Lord and His people 
greet each other. After the greeting comes the meeting 
or the actual exercise of communion. But since God's 
people are a sinful people, God can have fellowship with 
them and the,' with God only on the foundation of divine 
grace, a grace realized for'them in Christ's atonement 
and bearing fruit in God's reconciliation with them alld 
their reconciliation witb God. Hence the service of 
reconciliation must follow the opening'service in wbicb 
God and His people greet each other. 

This ser,ice of reconciliation, to be complete, should 
consist of the following elements: 

1. The Reading of the Law. As the Lord came to 
Abraham at the establishment of the Covenant with the 
words: "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be 
thou perfect," so He comes here to His people with His 
Jaw as the rule of their life and the teacher of sin. This 
is appropriately followed by: 

2. The Confession of Sin. Shall the church remain 
silent when she hears the law of her God? In our present 
form of worship she does. There is no response to the 
Law. Is that proper? Is it fitting? Abraham fell on his 
face when he heard the command. Likewise the Church, 
ha'l"ing heard God's law. falls on her face when she 
answers, as did the Reformed fathers. and in the words 
of a Form which they left us, with a humble Confession 
of Sin. This is not' at all a strange innovation but a 
perfectly legitimate practise in Reformed churches. 

3. The Absolution. A humble confession of sin can, 
not he the end of Ihis service since the Lord will nol 
remain silent when his people confess their guilt and 
plead on his forgi'l"ing grace in Christ. He is righteous 
and true~ says His Word, jf we confess our sins. to forgiv," 
us our SillS and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
And it is His will thai we shall know the things which 
are gran led us from Him. Therefore we may expect a 
divine response 10 our confession of sin and Ihal response 
is the Absolution: the divine declaralion thai all who 
have sincerely confessed their sins have remission of 
of their sins. 'And since Ihis element also was present in 
the liturgh,s of Ihe limes of Ihe Refonnation, notably 
those of Calvin, a Lasco and Dathenus and the forms in 
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which it was embodied still exist for our use; it should 
not be called an innovation! 

Even Ihe absolution cannot be the last element in 
this service of reconciliation. Shall the Church fail to' 
express her grateful appropriation of the forgiveness of 
sins and to glorify God for his wondrous grace? She 
expresses this in: 

4. The Confession of Faith and in singing a psalm 
of praise and thanksgiuing. In the former she testifies 
to her faith in God the Father as her Creator, in God the 
Son as her Redeemer and in God the Holy Spirit as her 
Sanctifier-hence to her saving faith which responds with 
a heartfelt Amen! to the gracious assurance of absolu­
tion. 'Wilh this design the Refomers incorporated the 
Credo in their liturgics. Even apart from this it is 
eminently proper for the Church to manifest herself as 
a believing Church in her public gatherings; but where 
would a formal confession of faith be more fitting than 
in this connection? 

Psalm 103 and others are appropriate conclusions for 
this service of reconciliation. 

Now as a committee we had to face the question: 
Shall we, in view of the objections presented to tile Synod 
of 1922, particularlv against this service of reconcilia­
tion, remove its ne\v elements from our proposed Order 
of Worship? Shall we eliminate the Confession of Sin 
and the Absolution? 

Your committee could not decide to do this. For the 
following reasons: 

1. "'ithout the retention of the elements of Confes­
sion of Sin and Absolution it is impossible to find a 
better place for the reading of the law and of the 
Apostles' Creed than we have now-no place except as 
unconnected, isolated actions, the significance of which 
is neither understood nor appreciated by the congrega­
tion and as a result of which they have become and will 
remain mere formalities without liturgical value and 
edifying power. The place assigned to them in the over­
ture of Classis Illinois does not satisfy. At least not as 
far as the Credo is concerned, which is not even men­
tio'!ed 'in the main order of worship and constitutes only 
an lsolated element of the second service. 



Originally the Law and the Creed did not occupy the 
independent place in the service which they have today. 
It is true, that was the case in the very earliest period 
of the Reformation. But when Calvin returned to Geneva 
he endeavored to make the Lord's Prayer, the Law and 
the Creed members of the service rather than mere 
parts. ' ) He saw that every part of the service must he 
an organic part and must he related to the whole as the 
memhers of the hodv are related to the hod\'. Thus in 

;< the liturgy of Calvin: as Dr. Kuyper says, "zlin de losse 
stukken opgehouwd tot een schoon architectonisch ge­
heel. waarvan de symmetric hewondering en eerbied af­
dwingt" (De Heraul 1892). Another (Ebrard) has praised 
it as "a masterpiece of grand simplicity." 

This gain was lost afterward when the Confession of 
Sin and the Absolution were dropped. The question is 
whether we shall prefer the loss to the gain? Is it not 
high time to recover what was lost in a time of spiritual 
d.ccadence, and to return to the liturgy of the Reforma­
tJon? 

2. Confession of Sin and Ahsolution are elements 
which originally bclong to the Reformed liturgy and 
were dropped only under the influence of all unreasoll­
able prejudice against fixed forms of worship. \Vhen 
we speak of an improved order of worship we certainly 
mean nothing else than improvement in the direction of 
Reformation principle and practices! The churches 
which over tcn years ago asked for improvements in our 
public worship surely did not intend to ask for mere 
l'iwnges! And real improvement always means that we 
first of all strive to regain the good that we lost in the 
past. . 

That these two elements were generally used in the 
worship of the R"formed Churches in the Reformation-

1) Zwingli in Zurich and Farel in Geneva judged that the Lord's 
Prayer, the Ten Commandments and the Twelve Articles of Faith 
should be read by the minister after the sermon in order that 
"the three most important parts of the Christian religion, prayer, 
precept, and faith. be inculcated more deeply." They were three 
loose parts ~o be read to the people not as elements of the service 
but as means to instruct the ignorant. When Calvin left Geneva 
and came to Strassburg he found that these three parts were used 
in connection with the elements of Confession and Absolution, and 
at his return to Geneva lost no time in trying to persuade those 
in authority to follow Strassburg's example. 

;< "the separate segments are constructed 
into a beautiful architectonic unity, so 
that its symmetry compels admiration and 
reverence." 

/ 
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period is an indisputable fact. 'Vhen Calvin came to 
Strassburg he found a liturgy which included the Con­
fession of Sin and the Absolution. 'Vhen he returned 
to Geneva he desired to introduce both elements but 
was successful only with the Confession of .Sin. The 
rulers were opposed to the Absolution and Calvin yielded 
in order not to give offence, but "with a heavy heart, 
since he attached great value to the absolution, and 
with a hope for better times" (Achelis, I, 541). it Lasco 
incorporated both elements in his regulations for the wor­
ship of the London Refugees Church and he put them in 
direct connection with tne reading of the Law and the 
Credo, after the manner proposed by your committee, 
with this sole difference that he let them follow instead 
of precede the sermon. Dalhenlls also, a man of great 
significance for the liturgy of the Reformed Church in 
the :-ietherlands, incorporated the Confession of Sin and 
the Absolution in his order of worship for this church. 
According to his liturgy the law must be read or sung 
in the morning service and then the church "must be 
admonished to repentance and to' confession of her trans­
gressions and to faith in the promises of the gospel. 
Thereupon the penalties of God must be proclaimed to 
the impenitent and the grace of God in Christ to the 
penitent." For this part of the service he provided a 
form-prayer. which consists of a confession of sin, a 
prayer for the sermon, the Lord's Prayer and the Twelve 
Articles and which is still printed in our Dutch Psalter 
(not the American) as one of our official liturgical docu­
ments. 

Hence in the davs of the Reformation the Confession 
of Sin and the Absolution were in use in the Reformed 
Churches of Switzerland, France. The :-ietherlands, Ger­
many. England and Scotland; and in some of these coun­
tries they are still in use. 

It appears from an ancient writing (the Didache) 
thai the Confession of Sin formed a pari of Ihe liturgy 
of the church as early as th" 2nd century. It is called 
the Confiteor. , 

3. "'e would plead for the restoration of the Confes­
sion of Sin and the Absolution with a view to a very 
serious weakness in the spiritual life of our people, viz:, 
the disease of a constant uncertainty concerning their 
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salvation. This is a very serious situation.') It touches 
a matter which is the Yen' foundation of the welfare 
both of the individual believer and of the Church as a 
whole. . 

2) We trust that a few words about the cause of this disease 
will not be considered irrelevant. 

It is known that in the period of the Reformation this constant 
anxiety concerning one's salvation was rare among the believers. 
The believers then stood, as Dr. Bavinck writes, "in the plerophory 
(full assurance) of faith" (Dogmatiek, IV 2, p. 106). Their con­
ception of the gospel was that of the canons of Dordt: as a general, 
sincere offer of salvation. Those who received the gospel by faith 
believed that they were heirs of salvation and, like the jailer 
at Philippi, tasted the joy of salvation. Did not the Scriptures 
assure them that as many as have received Christ have received 
the right to become children of God j and that whosoever believes 
in Him has eternal life? 

But conditions changed. The Arminians attacked those who 
were Reformed with the contention that their idea of a particular 
atonement conflicted with their conception of the gospel as an 
indiscriminate offer of salvation. From a human viewpoint this 
must be conceded. But rather than acknowledge the existence of 
an apparent conflict, and desirous to defend the Reformed teach­
ing as being perfectly consistent even from the viewpoint of human 
logie, many orthodox people Bought refuge in the theory that the 
gospel is offered only to the elect. It was preached as an offer 
of grace only to the meek and broken-hearted, or only to those 
who believe and repent. One had not right to believe that the 
promise of the gospel was meant for him unless he discovered in 
himself the evidences of the saving operations of the Holy Spirit 
and of divine election. And to guard against all deception on this 
score it was necessary for !uch an inquirer to scrutinize his heart 
closely in order to be sure that his penitence was genuine. Such an 
investigation naturally resulted in fear rather than faith-at least in 
those who were truly contrite, who felt the weight of their sins and 
who for that very reason should have rejoiced in the assurance of for­
giveness! Constant doubt and fear was the inevitable result of 
such a conception of the gospel. 

At this time Pietism arose. Its conscious purpose was to combat 
this anxious, fearful type of Christianity. but it failed because 
usually it likewise preached a gospel only for the elect. Its basic 
thought that more and closer introspection would produce spiritual 
clarity and certainty was wrong; and this accounts for its failure. 
There must be spiritual introspection and close self-examination as 
a means of guarding against self deception; but if this is the end 
of our quest for the blessed assurance of faith instead of a mere 
beginning or pre-requisite. if it does not issue in a looking away 
from self to Christ and to the sure promise of God, the fear 'Will 
remain. Pietism sought its strength in making fine distinctions 
between true and false marks of grace and it has left behind a 
great wealth of spiritual psychology. Still in spite of all pietistic 
sermons and writings the cloudy, timorous type of faith which it 
sought to banish remained. It stimulated doubt rather than faith. 

• 
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The significance of the Confession of Sin and the 
Absolution as means for the removal of this disease lies 
in this that it points with all the solemnity characteristic 
of a liturgical action to the inseparable connection which 
God in liis grace has established between the sinners 
penitence and faith on the one hand and his certain 
salvation on the other hand-in accordance with the 
divine promise: he that believeth in the Son hath eternal 
life. Many a person still seeks a ground for his hope 
of eternal life In various particulars of his emotional ex­
perience without finding the assurance he seeks because 
there is no stability in one's feelings. But how firm a 
ground for our faith is furnished by such a formula of 
Absolution as the one given by Calvin, which declares: 
"To' all who in this manner are sorrv for their sins and 
seek their salvation in Jesus Christ, '1 proclaim the for­
giveness of sins, in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost, Amen." 
. "Granted," one asks, "that there is great need of the 
building up of the church in a Scripturallv grounded and 
living hope of eternal life, and granted that -also the 
Confession of Sin and the Absolution can serve this pur­
pose, is the preaching not sufficient?" 

We reply by reminding of the many things which God 
.has done to explain and to certifv to his people the rich 
and gracious contents and the -full trustworthiness of 
the gospel as an invitation to come to God's fountain 
of salvation and to take freeh' of the water of life. A 
single divine announcement of the gospel should be 
enough for us, enough to take God at his \Vord. Not to 
receive that one assurance would already amount to 
declaring God a liar. But instead of letting this suffice, 
He who knows our frame. who knows how difficult it 
is for us to accept in childlike faith his assurance of for­
giveness and reconciliation, and to regard ourselves, in 
the face of our ever-present workings of sin and in the 
absence of all visible and rational proofs, as the heirs 
of salvation-He who knows all this has, in condescend­
i~ grace and according to his great mercy, done many 
t/ungs to elucidate the gospel for us, impress it upon us 
and confirm it to us. All this in view of the weakness of 
our faith! 

\Ve refer to things like these: the fact that God has 
repeated the promise of the gospel again and again; thaI 



Page 286 

He has symbolized and typified it in various events and 
ceremonies of the Old Testament; that he has given the 
promise of salvation not only in the form of a declara­
tion, but also in the form of a formal covenant-trans­
action, confirmed with nn oath: that He has revealed the 
Name Jehovah as his covenant-name; and that He, to 
make the measure overflowing, has added the Sacra­
ments to his Covenant. 

All this to elucidate and confirm the wonderful gospel­
promise! All this to aid our weak faith 1 Frequent 
Repetition-Types-the Covenant-the Xame Jehovah­
the Sacraments-and other means besides! In this man­
ner the Lord has clearly shown that in his eve it is of 
the 'highest importance -that his people should haye the 
full assurance of faith till the end; that they should 
know the things given them of God; that they should 
enjoy the rich comfort which this assurance brings and 
that their gratitude for this certain salvation should move 
them to walk constantly in holiness and godliness. 
, In this divine example a special liturgical action, 
whose purpose is the strengthening of the faith of God's 
people, has its sanction. \Ve do not mean to say that 
the Absolution as a permanent element of public woship 
would remove that lamentable weakness of faith which 
is found abundantly in the churches. But we do claim 
that it would help to remove it; and especially that no 
divine service is complete without it since it is an essen­
tial element of the fellowship of God with his people and 
of his people with Him. 

",ow the question arises: How ahout the rest of our 
proposed order of worship? Are there any elements 
which could be omitted? Are there changes which would 
be improvements·? \\'e would remark: 

1. Your committee had divided its proposed order 
into five parts, each with its own name and had char­
acterized tht' various clemen ts as "actions from the side 
of God (a parte Dei)" and as "actions from the side of 
the Church (a parte ecdesiae)." The design of all this 
explanatory material was to hring out the logical and 
psychological order of the various parts. \Ve judge, 
however, from the criticism which was offered that all 
these particulars ohscured the plan for not a few and 
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created the impression that it was replete with all kinds 
of innovations. \Ve shall now omit these particulars. 

2. In order that the Synod may have a clear concep­
tion of the difference, we shall place the present order 
of worship alongside of the onc proposed by us in 1920. 

The Present Order 
Vatum or Invocation 
Salutation 
Psalm 

The Law 
Scripture l,esson 
Psalm 

General Prayer 
Offering 
Psalm 
or simultaneous 

Sermon 

Closing Prayer 
Psalm (and doxology) 
Benediction 

The Propoaed Order 
Psalm 
Invocation 
Salutation 

Votum 
Salutation 
Psalm 

or 

Summary of the Law 
Confession of Sin and Penitential 

Psalm (or both) 
Absolution 
Apostles' Creed (by Minister and 

. Congregation) 
Psalm 

General Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
(:'!inister and Congregation) 

Offering and Psalm 

Scripture~reading 
Sermon 

Closing Prayer 
Psalm (and doxology if desired) 
Benediction 

A comparison of these two schemes or plans brings 
,illt the fact that, with the exception of the Confession 
of Sin. the Absolution. and the Credo, there is not a 
single element in the one proposed by us which is not 
present in the present order. This means that the order 
proposed by us does not contain a single element which­
is new and strange and of unreformed or non-reformed 
origin. 

The difference consists only in suhordinate things, 
in matters of detail. Of these the two that follow surelv 
cannot be objectionable. -

a) The use of the Lord's Prayer at the conclusion 
of the General Prayer. A casual inspection of the litur­
gical prayers found in the supplement of our Dutch 
Psalters will convince eVery one that this is merely a 
return to old paths.· . 

b) The reading of the Scripture immediately before 
the sermon, instead of at the heginning after the reading 
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of the Law. It hardly needs. to be said that the Scrip­
ture lesson should stand in close connection with the 
preaching and that the sermon should be based on the 
portion read. It follows that the natural, logical place I 
for it is at the close of the Service of Thanksgiving and 
at the beginning of the Service of the Word. When the 
Scripture is read at the beginning of the service it is an 
unconnected, isolated element without much liturgical 
significance. 

There are, however, other differences which may seem 
somewhat objectionable to some and in the use of which 
freedom may be left to the local church. 

a) First the Votum. 'Ve already stated in our first 
report that three of the seven members of the committee 
preferred a Psalm and an Invocation at the beginning 
of the service. Classis Illinois has also expressed its 
preference for these elements. Others, however, have 
always used the V otum and would not like to change. 

In view of this and also in the interest of greater 
flexibility your committee now proposes to make the use 
of either of the two following groups of opening elements 
optional. Thus: -

Votum 
Salutation 
Psalm 

or 
Psalm 
Invocation 
Salutation 

b) We also proposed in our report of 1920 to sub­
stitute the reading of Christ's Summary of the Law for 
the Ten Commandments and to make the latter one of 
the elements of the second service. This was condemned 
in the overture of Classis l11inois. It replied to our argu­
ment that the Law should be read as the Teacher of Sin 
by saying that the Law is the Teacher of Sin only as our 
Rule of Life. This point we concede to Illinois. It is 
also more in accord with the example of the Heidelberg 
Catechism to use the Ten Commandments for this pur­
pose rather than the Summary of Matt. 22. .For other 
reasons also we now prefer to see the entire Law read 
here. First, because it is hard to find an organic place 
for it in the second service. In fact this is impossible 
without the repitition of the entire Service of Reconcilia­
tion. And second, the omission of the time-honored 
custom of readin(l the Law from the morning service 
might create the Impression that your committee is in-
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deed seeking to introduce things new and strange. We 
would insist, however, that the reading of the Law be 
followed by the reading of Christ's Summary as .a con­
stantant reminder of the spiritual character of God's 
commandments and of their inner unity. Thus·it will 
be far easier for the worshipper to feel that he is a 
transgressor of God's Law and in need of the Lord's 
forgiving grace. The fact that the adding of the Sum­
mary will lengthen the service by a minute or less can 
surely not be considered a worthwhile argument against 
the change. . 

c) Your committee also proposed that the Confession 
of Sin be followed by the singing of a penitential psalm. 
Since this is in some sense a duplication, we now propose 
to leave it to the discretion of every Consistorv whether 
it wishes to use one or both of ihese closely related 
elements. Those who wish to shorten this part of the 
service as much as possible will use only one of these 
two elements. 

These two changes make the second group of ele­
ments, which we have called the service of reconciliation, 
considerably more flexible than it was as· we first pro­
posed it. This can be seen from the following: 
Law and Summary 
Confession of Sin 

and 
Penitential Psalm 
Absolution 
Credo 
Psalm 

Law and Summary 
Confession of Sin 
Absolution 
Credo 
Psalm 

Law and Summary 
Penitential Psalm 
Absolution 
Credo 
Psalm 

d) 'Ve now come to the third part of the service 
which we called the Service of Thanksgiving. It con­
sisted as proposed by us of the General Prayer concluded 
with the Lord's Prayer in unison, the Offering and a 
Psalm of Thanksgiving. There is nothing new here ex­
cept the recitation of the Lord's Prayer by the congrega­
tion at the conclusion of the General Prayer. And in 
regard to the second part of the service we proposed that 
the Apostles' Creed should be recited by the congregation. 
Our proposal was made in the interest of a more active 
participation of the congregation in the services-some­
thing which the very first overture touching the improve­
ment of our public worship specifically mentioned and 
requested. 'Ve explained in our first report why we be-
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lieve it to be proper for the congregation to recite the 
LOrd's Prayer and the Creed. There are weighty ob­
jections against singing them, but the only objection we 
are -aware of against reciting them is the fact that our 
people are not accustomed to this. They would, however, 
soon become accustomed to it. Now our first report 
took cognizance of the fact that some, perhaps many of 
our congregations, especially the Holland-speaking, 
would object to the introduction of this custom and we 
consequently suggested that the Synod do no more than 
"urge the Churches to keep this before them as an ideal." 
However, believing that it will please the Synod better, 
we now propose that it be left to the judgment of every 
individual church whether to let the minister in charge 
pronounce the Lord's Prayer and the Credo or to permit 
the congregation to join in with him. 

e) It appears that the Presbyterian custom of letting 
the officia ting minister offer a short prayer after the 
offering in wbich the LOrd's blessing upon the gift is 
asked finds considerable favor in our circles. Your com­
mittee had to face the question whether it should recom­
mend this custom, disapprove it or propose to leave its 
use optional. 'We have come to the conclusion that there 
is nothing in this custom which conflicts with the Re­
formed conception and principles of worship. In its 
favor is the fact that it emphasizes the importance of the 
offering as an integral and indispensable part of the 
service. 'Ve propose. however, that the Synod leave its 
use optional, with the understanding that it advises those 
who use the longest possible form of the order of worship 
which we shall propose. not to introduce this offertory 
prayer since there should remain sufficient time for the 
sermon. 

The third part of the service would then be as fol­
lows: 

General Prayer and Lord's Prayer (in unison) 
Offering and Psalm 
Offertory Prayer 

OK 
General Prayer and Lord'a Prayer (Minister) 
Offering and Psalm 
Offertory Prayer 

OR 
General Prayer and Lord's Prayer (Minister or in unison) 
Offerin&" and Psalm 



i 

I 
Page 291 

The rest of the service would be as follows: 

Scripture Reading 
The Sermon 
Closing Prayer 
Psalm (with or without doxology) 
Benediction 

These elements are exactly as in our original plan. 
We have left them unchanged since, judging by the ab­
sense of criticism, no one had objections. 

'Ve call attention to the fact that the order we now 
propose differs in one more particular from the one pro­
posed bv us to the Synod of 1920. There we proposed' 
that whlie the offering is taken no other liturgical actions 
should take place as e.g. the singing of a Psalm. We ad­
vocated this on the ground that a coupling up of elements 
makes it impossible to participate in them properly and 
that the worshipper should cultivate a devotional spirit 
while the offering is being received. And to make the 
silence less painful We suggested that the organist should 
meanwhile play. . 

Experience is responsible for our change of mind and 
for our present proposal that while the offering is taken, 
the congregation shall sing a Psalm. When the organist 
~1l!Ys an ?ff ertory the congregation pays far more atten­
tion to Ius or her musical efforts than to the cause to 
which it is contributing and its solemn obligation of 
stewardship. Your committee proposes that the organ 
offertory be abolished. 'Ve fear it is stimulating a desire 
for entertainment in our divine services. 

Let us now unite these various parts of the service as 
proposed by us into one whole. The order of worship 
for the morning service would then be as follows: 

1. Votum 1. Psalm 
2. Salutation or 2. Invocation 
3. Psalm 3. Salutation 

4. The Law and SUmmary of the Law 
5. Confession of Sin or Penitential Psalm (or both) 
6. Absolution 
7. Apostles' Creed (by minister only or minister and 

congregation) 
8. Paalm 
9. General Prayer and Lord's Prayer (latter by minister 

only or minister and congregation) 



10. Offering and Psalm 
11. Offertory Prayer (optional) 
12. Scripture Lesson 
13. Sermon 
14. Closing Prayer 
15. Psalm (with or without Doxology) 
16. Benediction 

, Concerning this order. of worship we would remark 
(1) that though it is a little more elahorate than our 
present order, it still has the simplicity which is char­
acteristic of Calvinistic worship. There is nothing that 
smacks of ritualism, that is of symbolism; (2) that it has 
considerable flexibility hut at the same time in its various 
possible arrangements preserves its logical unity; (3) that 
all the new elements, even if all of them are used, will 
add only a few minutes to that part of the service that 
precedes the sermon; (4) that there are no loose, uncon­
nected elements in this plan of worship, since all the 
elements within their own group are related to all the other 
elements and all the groups are logically related to one an­
other; (5) that according to this plan the congregation will 
be able to take a more active part in public worship. 

The following Directory with comments is given for 
the henefit of those who have no access to our first report: 

Announcements. Ohserve that no provision was made 
for announcements. Churches having no printed bul­
letins should make necessary announcements before the 
service. 

Votum or Invocation. As regards the former, the exact 
words of Psalm 124:8 should be used. Alterations should 
not be made since the Scriptures cannot he improved 
upon. 

Words of the votum: "Our help is in the name of 
Jehovah who made heaven and earth." 

Those who use the invocatiQn instead of the volum 
should make it short, confining it strictly to the request 
to God for his blessing upon the services. 

Salutation. Your committee recommends the use of 
the Pauline salutation as found in Rom. 1:7 and in liter­
ally the same words in six other places. The officiating 
minister should not add the superfluous phrase: "through 
the Holy Spiri!." All expositors are agreed that the 
Triune God, not the first Person of the Holy Trinity, is 
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-----_._----
meant hy the words, "God our Father." The possessive 
pronoun "our" before "Father" points in this direction. 
The doctrinal implication of this salutation is that we 
have fellowship with God our Father (the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost) only in the face of our Medi-
ator, Jesus Christ. .. 

\Vords of the Salutation: "Grace to you and peace. 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen." 

Psalm. One should be selected which dwells on the 
duty to worship God or the delights of God's courts. 

The Law and Summary. The former is found in 
Exodus 20 :1-17 and the latter in Matt. 22 :37-40. We sug­
gest that -the minister connect the two by these or similar 
words: Of this holy law of God Our Lord Jesus Christ 
has given us a summary in Ihe following words: "Thou 
shalt love . ... " 

The Confession of Sin or a Penitential Psalm or both. 
For the latter we suggested in our first report the words 
orour Psalter in No. 142:2. The Dutch Psalter has many 
fitting stanzas, e.g., Ps. 51 :1; 103:2. It is hardly necessary 
to say that the congregation should not rise while sing­
ing a single verse, especially not at this place where the 
connection between the elements is so close. 
. \Vhether the reading of the Law is followed by a 

Psalm or a Prayer of Confession it would seem to be 
very desirable to insert a short sentence in which the 
purpose of the former and its relation to the latter is 
clearly brought out. We suggest the following: 

"This holy law clearly teaches us our sinful deeds and 
sinful nature, which it behooves us to confess before God 
with contrite hearts. Let us do this in the words of the 
Psalmist . . . . (Or: Let us do this as we pray: . . . . 

The Confession of Sin which )'our committee com­
piled from our own liturgical prayers and is contained 
in our first report (Acta, 1920, p. 192) is herewith pre­
sented again in a briefer and altered form: 

"Eternal God and Gracious Father! We confess be­
fore Thy Divine Majesty that we are poor, miserable 
sinners. conceived in sin and born in unrighteousness, 
incapable in ourselves of any good and prone to all 
manner of wickedness. Our SillS rise up alld testify 
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agaimt us. We have transgressed all Thy command­
ments in thought. word. and deed. All we /ike sheep have 
gone astray and are unworthy to be called Thy children. 
But we repent. 0 Lord, and are sorry for having pro­
voked Thee, seeking refuge in Thine infinite grace and 
mercy. Calling upon Thee from the heart and trusting 
in the merits of our Mediator. Jesus Christ. we implore 
Thee to forgive us all our sins for His sake. Wash us in 
the pure fountain of His blood, that we may become 
pure and white as snow. Cover our nakedness with His 
innocence and righteousness. unto the glory of Thy name 
and the joy of our hearts. This we beseech Thee. 0 
Father! in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen." 0) 

Absolution. The form which the committee has 
drafted is taken from the liturgies of Calvin and a Lasco 
and reads as follows: 

""Cnlo all who thus repent and seek in Jesus Christ 
their salvation. I proclaim, on the ground of God's sure 
promise, that all their sins are forgiven them for the 
sake of the merits of Christ. On the contrary. unto those 
who do not repent from the heart, but seek for them­
selves other means for salvation. I proclaim from the 
Word of God that the wrath of God and eternal con­
demnation rest upon them as long as they do not turn 
unto God with heartfelt repentance." 

Apostles' Creed. We would again suggest the follow­
ing introduction: "Let us now together profess our 
catholic, undoubted. Christian faith in the words of the 
-:': post~es' Creed. Let eve~'1 one speak with his heart thus: 
I beI!eve 111 God .....• 

Psalm. This should be a Psalm of praise expressing 
the joy of forgiveness and the assurance of faith. A 
mournful psalm would naturally he ou t of place here. 

General Prayer and Lord's Prayer. Especially when 
the latter is recited by the congregation a short sentence 
of transition is desirable. We suggest the following: 

..... We ask all this in the name of Him who taught 
us to pray. 'Our Father, who art in heaven . .... " 

Offering and Psalm. As we have already stated, we have 
revised our opinion about the inadvisability of combining 
these two liturgical actions in to one. There will be no 

3) If our recommendations are adopted a Dutch translation of these 
forms should he provided. 
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conflict between these two elements if a Psalm is selected 
which expresses the very same sentiments which actuate 
the true worshipper in bringing to God his gift of thanks. 

Offertory Prayer (optional). In churches where this 
prayer is in vogue the deacons wait for one another in 
the rear of the church until the offering is taken, and then 
walk to the front of the church. They place the collec­
tion-plates on the table and remain standing there until 
the minister has offered a brief prayer. 

Scripture Lesson. The fact that in onr chnrches the 
minister always reads the chapter from which he has 
selected his text or which, in the case of a catechism 
sermon, contains the truth which he intends to preach, 
shows clearly that the Scripture lesson is regarded as 
being intimately connected with the sermon. This is 
correct; yet at the present time these two elements stand 
far apart from each other in the service. A Psalm, the 
General Prayer, the Offering and still another Psalm 
separate these two elements. If our Order of \Vorship 
is adopted, the Scripture-lesson will be read at the logical 
and natural place. 

Preaching. 
Prayer. This is the first element of the closing service. 

X9 comments are needed. 

Psalm (with or without Doxology). Here again the 
committee has left room for individual preference. And 
even as regards the choice of a doxology nothing is pre­
scribed. We merely wish to suggest that the familiar 
"Praise God from whom all blessings flow" is not the 
only doxology which we can use. No. 197 of our English 
Psalter serves this purpose admirably. In churches which 
use a doxology in both services the former can be used 
in the morning service and the latter in the evening ser­
vice or vice versa. 

Benediction. This and not the doxology. should be the 
last thing in the service. One should not invert the order 
for the utilitarian purpose of giving the minister an op­
portunity to hasten to the rear of the church to be able 
to shake hands with the people. Apart from the fact that 
when the Benediction has been prononnced the Lord has, 
dismissed His people, as it were, we can see no good in 
this hand-shaking affair. Does it not detract from the 
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dignity of divine worship? Does it not leave the intpres­
sion that the church is at least in certain respects a busi­
ness-institution which needs to cultivate the favor of its 
customers? 

It is hardly necessary to remark that the administra­
tion of Holy Baptism should take place just before the 
General Prayer. 

Some may wonder whv we have said nothing about 
Responsive Scripture Readings. It stands to reason that 
your committee would not recommend them. Anyone 
with but a little liturgical instinct feels clearly that it is 
improper in a church service. The Scripture is God's 
Word and when it is read in the service God Himself 
is speakin~ to His people by the mouth of His servant. 
This fact IS whollv obscured when the minister (repre­
senting the Lord) "and the congregation read alternately. 
The only argument which we have ever heard used in 
favor of responsive reading is that it makes it easier for 
the people to center their attention on the lesson. We 
question this, but even if it were true it would be an 
insufficient reason for introducing it. 

In our first report we offered plans of worship not 
only for the second and third service but also for Com­
munion services and special week-day services. The few 
changes we have made render this unnecessary. We pro­
pose that the same order of worship be used but with 
the omission of the entire "Service of Reconciliation" -ex­
cept when the Lord's Supper is celebrated On this 
occasion the Service of Reconciliation should not be 
omitted. The Communion Service. including the 
reading of the second part of the Form (see below), 
Psalm, Communion Proper and the concluding part of 
the Form (where this is read in the morning service), 
should be inserted between the "Service of the Word" 
and the "Closing Service"-that is between the sermon 
and the closing psalm. One may object that if the "Ser­
vice of Reconciliation" is not omitted on Communion 
Sunday the services will be altogether too long. We re­
ply (1) that a service of reconciliation is never more 
appropriate than when the Lord's Supper is celebrated, 
and (2) that the objection will fall if our recommenda­
tion is adopted to read the first part of the Form on Pre­
paratory Sunday. This part included everything up to 
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the words: "Let us now also consider to what end the 
Lord .... " and should be heard by the congregation 
when the preparatory message is preached rather than 
when the week of preparation is past. Since this part of 
the Form comprises nearly half of the Pre-Communion 
section the time otherwise spent in reading it can be 
used for the Service of Reconciliation. ' 

It will also be observed that the committee has not 
mentioned choir-singing, not even as an optional element 
of the service. The reason is that the Synod of 1926 
has advised against the introduction of choirs, althou~h 
it declared at the same time that this is left to the dIS­
cretion of the individual consistories. In connection with 
this your committee feels constrained to say that: 

(1) "'e deem it strange that the Synod of 1926 did 
not defer action on this question in ,·iew of the existence 
of our committee. 

(2) It is our conviction that the decision of said 
Synod, viz., that in the final analysis each consistory may 
decide on this matter for its own church embodies an 
unreformed principle and that it is direct conflict with 
a decision by the same Synod that Reformed Church 
Polity requires that our churches should have a llniform 
though flexible order of worship. This means, if it means 

• anything at all, that the Synod, not the local church, de­
cides whether such prominent elements as singing by a 
choir shall be introduced or not; in other words whether 
the singing in our public worship shall be exclusively an 
action "a parte eccIesinc" (in which the church praises 
God) or also an action in which part of the congregation 
edifies the other part. hi this case whom does the choir 
represent? It cannot represent the congregation if the 
purpose of its singing -is to edify ,the congregation. If 
its purpose is to glorfv God through song, is it not usurp­
ing a function which helongs to the whole church? If its 
purpose is to edify the church it must represent God as 
the minister represents God? 'Does our Reformed con­
ception of the public worship leave room for this? 

(3) This decision is a fundamental subversion of 
Article 69 of our Church Order which says that "in the 
Churches only the 150 Psalms of David, the Ten Com­
mandments, the Lord's Praver, the Twelve Articles of 
Faith, the Songs of Mary, Zacharias and Simeon, the 
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Morning and Evening Hymns, and the Hymn of Prayer 
before the sermon shall be sung." Now it is plain to all 
that the singing of anthems by a choir means the intro­
duction of hymns. Yet OUr Church is up to the present 
time a Psahn-singing church almost exclusively. It also 
means the introduchon of such hymns which do not have 
the approval of the Church as a whole and in actual 
practise not even of the Consistory. The choir alone de­
cides what it will sing. A more effective way of setting 
the door of the church wide open to the singing of hymns 
can hardl\' be conceived. Your committee does not mean 
to say that it would be wrong for a Synod ever to revise 
Art. 69 of our Church Order. But we do claim that the 
decision regarding choirs conflicts with one of the funda­
mental principles underlying this article. 

In conclusion your Committee has the honor to present 
the following recommendations: 

A. The Synod declare 

(1) That our Churches are in need of an improved order of 
worship: 

a) Because the order and succession of the various ele· 
ments in our present mode of worship is in many par­
tieulars not systematic and fails to embody properly 
the underlying idea that public worship is the meeting 
of God and His people for the purpose of exercising 
fellowship; 

b) Because the congregation does not take a sufficiently 
active part in the services; 

c) Because the loss of the Confession of Sin and the Ab­
solution as in vogue in the churches of the Reforma­
tion has impoverished our public worship, robbing it 
of one of the essential elements of our communion with 
God as the assembled Churches of Jesus Christ; 

d) Because in consequence of· the loss of the Confession· 
of Sin and the Absolution, the reading of the Law 
and of the Creed have become isolated elements with 
practically no liturgical value; 

e) Because also the Scripture-lesson has become an iso­
lated part of the service, separated by several elements 
in the service, and by at least twenty minutes in time, 
from the ~errnon with which it should be united. 
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(2) That our public worship cannot really be improved by 
the omission of those elements which now stand alone nor 
by the addition of elements observed in other churches, 
but only by the introduction of such an order of worship 
which retains all the elements we now have, in which all 
the elements are re-arranged where necessary, so that the 
entire service forms one organic whole, and in which no 
new elements are introduced which are foreign to Re. 
formed principles and practice. 

(3) That the regulation of public worship should not be left 
to the individual churches, since our denominational exis­
tence requires unity of doctrine, discipline, and 'lOorship,. 
Consequently that it is the task of the Synod, represent. 
ing all the churches, to alter our present form of worship, 
and that only minor details should be left to the individual 
consistories. In short, that our churches should have a 
uniform though flexible order of worship .. 

(4) That the introduction of an improved order of worship 
should not take place in any local church until it appears 
to be ripe for the change. On the other band, the Synod 
cannot wait until all the ehurches are ready for the 
change in view of the greatly varying circumstances in 
different eongregations. 

B. The Synod decide: 

• 

(1) That it approve the following order of worship for the 
main service on the Lord's Day: 

1. Votum 1. Psalm 
2. Salutation or 2. Invocation 
3. Psalm 3. Salutation 
4. Reading of the Law and Summary of the Law in Mat-

thew 22. 

5. Confession of Sin and Penitential Psalm (or both). 
6. Absolution. 

7. Apostles' Creed (by Minister only or Minister and 
Congregation) • 

8. Psalm. 

9. General Prayer, concluded with the Lord's Prayer 
(the latter by Minister only or Minister and Congrega­
tion). 

10. Offering and Psalm . 
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11. Offertory Prayer (optional). 
12. Scripture Lesson. 

13. Sermon. 
14. Prayer. 
15. Psalm (with or without Doxology). 

• 
16. Benediction. 

(2) That in the other services of the Lord's Day, and in the 
special services on week·days, the "Service of Reconcilia­
tiori" (4, 6, 6, 7, 8) should be omitted. Likewise that it 
should be omitted when the services are in charge of UD­

ordained men such as theological students, candidates, and 
all others who are not qualified to administer the 
Sacraments. 

Ground: The center and core of the service--of recon­
ciliation is the Absolution. When this is omitted, the rest 
is meaningless from a liturgical point of view. And 
since the Absolution is an authoritative declaration of 
the forgiveness of sins on the condition of true repentance, 
only an ordained Minister of the Gospel, speaking as an 
ambassador of Jesus Christ and servant of God, has the 
right to proclaim it. 

(3) That the complete service shall be used on Communion 
Sunday, but that the first part of the Form for the Lord's 
Supper, consisting of the self-examination, shall be read 
in the Preparatory Service of the preceding Sunday, and 
the remainder on Communion Sunday 

(4) That it repeals the decision of the Synod of 1926 regard· 
ing choir~singing, and declare that there shall be no sing~ 
ing in our public services except by the congregation as 
a whole, on the ground: 

a) That there is no place for such singing according to 
our Reformed conception of public worship. Since 
God meets and fellowships with His Church in public 
worship, every element must be either an act of God 
(through the Minister) having the congregation as 
its object or an act of the congregation (directly or 
through the .l\Iinister) having God as its object. 
Anthem-singing by a choir or a soloist is neither. It is 
in reality a usurpation of the privilege and duty of the 
whole congregation to sing praise to God; 

\ 
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b) It conflicts with Article 69 of the Church Order which 
permits the singing of only a few hymns specifically 
mentioned; 

c) It conflicts with the basic principle of Article 69 of the 
Church Order, namely, that the Church as a whole. 
through the Synod, shall determine what shall be 
sung in our churches. 

(5) That ministers and consistories are urpd to take the nec­
essary steps to introduce the new order of worship, with 
this understanding, however, that the peace and welfare 
of those churches in which there is considerable opposi. 
tien, shall not be imperiled. At the same time the Classes 
shall strengthen the hands of the consistories by urging 
them, especially through the church·visitors, to make 
progress in the matter. 

To illustrate the importance of the measure proposed 
in the preceding recommendation, your Committee reminds 
S)'llod of the fact that the custom of baptizing children of 
non-confessing members soon disappeared when the Clas­
ses by order of the Synod. made it. a special point of in­
quiry in church visitation, while the excellent report con­
cerning the improvement of catechetical instruction, 
adopted at the Synod of 1912, has borne practically no 
fruits. The same fate threatens to overtake a more recent 
report on the subject presented in 1924. 

(6) that in case of adoption of this report, this Committee be 
continued to prepare a brief directory 0/ worship, for the 
convenience of ministers and congregations, and to pub­
lish the same with the understanding that it shall be in~ 
corporated in succeeding editions of our Psalter. 

Your Committee would strongly urge Synod to warn our Consis­
tories not to make any changes in their public worship other than 
those included in the proposed order, 'When this shall hatle been 
adopted; to impress upon them the fact that denominational unity and 
loyalty require that all the Churches shall conform to whatever deci­
sions touching this matter shall be taken, unless they shall be proved 
to be contrary to God's Word; and to insist that Consistories which 
subsequently might desire other changes, should refrain from intro-
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. ducing them by independent action, but make known their desires 
through the regular channels. 

Respectfully. 

Your Committee. 

W. HEYNS. 
H. J. KUIPER. 
L. TRAP. .. 
D. ZWIER. 
J. VAN LONKHUYZEN. 

"'. STUART. 
Y. P. DE JONG. 

P. S. Indien men exemplaren van een vertaling van dit Rapport 
in het Hollandsch mocht begeeren, gelieve men daarvan kennis te ge­
yen aan Rev. H. J. Kuiper, 1137 Turner Ave., NW., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., niet later dan 1 Maart, en met opgave van het begeerde getal. 

P. S .. Shoull. anyone desire copies of a trans-
1ation of this Report in Dutch, please notify 
the Rev. H.J. Kuiper, 1137 Turner Ave. NW., 
GrandRapids,Mich., not later than March 1st, 
stating the desired number of ·copies. 
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SUPPLEMENT XV 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN RE STATUS OF 
MISSIONARIES, ETC. 

To the Synod of the Clzrisii(Ul Reformed Church. 
convened at Holland, Mich .. June 13. 1928. 

ESTEE~lED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee, appointed by the Synod of 1926 "in 
re Status of Missionaries on Indian and Chinese Fields" 
di d not deem it advisable to go to the expense of conven­
ing in order to make an exhaustive study and report on 
the status of our missionaries, chiefly for two reasons: 

1. Another Committee, "in re Status of Ministers in 
employ of Educational and Philanthropical Institutions" 
gave a splendid report, which in many points has bear­
ing upon the matter intrusted to us. Our work, in a way, 
would be a duplication of theirs. 

2. The present chaotic conditions in China, because of 
which our missionaries in China had to discontinue their 
work. do not make it imperative that their status be de­
termined at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 
'Your Committee, 

1. Y AX DELLEX. Pres. 
;\l.\RTlN M. SCH.\XS. Sec'y. 
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SUPPLEMENT XVI 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN RE WORKERS 
IN CHINA 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. 
convened at Holland. Mich., June. 1928. 

ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

The Committee appointed by Synod of 1926 in re 
Agendum Report. Proposals of Local Conference of 
\Vorkers in China, informs Synod that because of con­
ditions in China which made recalling of our Missionaries 
from the field imperative. the Committee has not met, and 
consequently is not ready to advise Synod relative to this 
matter. 

If the Synod of 1928 should decide to continue us as a 
Committee. charging us to carry out the task assigned to 
us, despite the present condition of our China Mission, 
the Committee is willing to study the matter and to pre­
pare a report for next Synod. Should Synod of 1928 
appoint another Committee for this task the present Com­
mittee will consider itself discharged. 

May the Lord guide Synod in all its deliberations and 
decisions. 

April 10, 1928. 

The Committee ad hoc, 
W. P. VAN WIJK. 
\V. MASSELINK. 
J. DOLFIN. 

G. DORNnos. 

J. G. VANDEN BOSCH. 
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. SUPPLEMENT XVII 

REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE AT THE 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-

THE ",ational Christian Association, incorporated in 
the state of Illinois in 1874, is engaged in a much 

needed missionary work-that of reaching men and 
women who are blinded bv the subtle influences of the 
lodge with the \\' ord of G"Od.. An appalling number of 
men and women today are in need of salvation and de­
liverance from the faith-wrecking propaganda of the 
lodge, which teaches a way to salvation without Christ. 
The National Christian Association stands alone as the 
only organization in the entire Protestant Church, whose 
main purpose is to reach these blinded men and women 
in darkness with the Light of life. The lodges are draw­

. ing into their ranks the men and women of our evangel­
ical churches, and especially the young people. \Ve, who 
have the light ought therefore to put forth every effort 
"in warning every man and teaehing every man in all 
wisdom" that every man may be "perfect in Christ Jesus". 

In a recent issue of the Masonic Analyst, a Masonic 
magazine published in Portland, Oregon, appeared the 
following statement: 

"The.Church prepares the company from 
which members of the Masonic fraternity are 
selected. If it were not for the Protestant 
church, how much choice would there be?" 

How terrible !-the Church of Christ preparing candidates 
for a great religious system which excludes Christ and 
denies the very basis upon which the Christian religion 
is founded. Is it any wonder that evangelical churche .. of 
today are being flooded by false doctrines which are 
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undermining their spiritual life and power? Has the 
Church come to the time about which Timothy says: "But 
the Spirit saith expressly that in later times some shall 
fall away from the faith giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of demons, through the hypocrisy of men, 

. that speak lies, branded in their own conscience as with 
a hot iron." 

'YHAT THE ASSOCIATION Is DOING 

To cover a year's work in a brief report is difficult; 
neither can we fullv estimate what the results of the 
labors of this Association have been, for only the Lord 
knows that. The work of this Association is direoted bv 
cleven men from eight denominations-Lutheran, Chris­
tian Reformed, Mennonite, Baptist, Brethren, Reformed, 
Free ;\lethodist, and Swedish Free Mission churches. 

The National Christian Association employs two full 
time field workers; a woman lecturer among the colored 
people of the South and several part time lecturers 
throughou t the States. It also employs a secretary, a 
treasurer and an editor in the office at 850 v<,'. Madison 
St., Chicago, to care for correspondence; to edit the Chris­
tian Cynosure; and the books of the Treasurer are always 
open for perusal to friends of the Cause. 

To give our readers a scope of their work, these labor­
ers have during 1928 travelled in twenty-eight states; de­
livered about nine hundred lectures in churches of four­
teen denominations; and have made some 15,000 calls. 

Special efforts have heen made to reach pastors, theo­
logical students and the Lord's people with the message 
of separation from worldly alliances that they may see 
and know the truth and help to stem the tide of infidelity 
which is sweeping our country. A copy ,of Cha!les G. 
Finnev's book, "Character, Claims and Practical \Vork­
ings of Freemasonry" has heen sent to thc libraries of 
105 Christian Reformed Churches. Thcological students 
graduating from several seminarics, including Calvin Col­
lege, have also received complimentary a copy of this 
excellent book. Libraries of anti-secret hooks havc also 
been sent to three theological seminaries; and the Chris-
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/ian Cynosure has been sent gratis each year to the pastors 
of all churches whose congregation takes a yearly offering 
for this missionary work. Bookstands of anti-secret 
literature have also been conducted at four denomina­
tional conferences-a Mennonite Minister's conference at 
Berne, Indiana; a Congregational gathering at Wheaton, 
Illinois; a Baptist ministers' meeting at Evansville, Indi­
ana; and a Students' Conference at Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

Over half a million p ages of literature have been 
distributed by workers in various parts of the country 
and only eternity will reveal the wonderful value of the 
prin ted page freely and prayerfully distributed. From 
here and there throughout the States, and even the world, 
come letters from those who have "come out from among 
them" through the me.ssage of a tract which was sent or 
handed to them. The aim of the Association is not mere­
ly to get Christian people out of the secret orders but to 
warn and instruct Christian men and women, from the 
Word of God, of the dangers in fellowshipping with these 
worldly organizations. 

GREAT FOREIGN INTEREST 

. That secret societies anrl their pernicious work are 
becoming a matter of world interest is seen from the 
number of letters received from those in foreign 
countries. Calls for literature have come from 17 foreign 
countries. In Brazil, South America, are located about 
one hundred Independent Presbyterian churches which 
do not fellowship with members of secret orders. During 
1927 the Free Presb. Church of Scotland took a decided 
stand against aU secret societies forbidding its pastors 
and members to hold membership in Masonry or other 
secret orders. The Bible Institute of the Christian Mis­
sionary Alliance in Porto Rico is taking an open stand 
against secretism and is making known God's Word re­
garding this present day evil. In January, 1927, the 
Salvation Army of Canada, through their Chief of Staff, 
East Headquarters, issued a pamphlet placing a ban on 
secret societies, ordering "officers who have entered into 
such alliances. . • . • that they will now dissociate them-
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selves without delay" and that henceforth it will be con­
trary to their rules for any officer or worker in the Salva­
tion Army in Canada to join a secret order. From these 

. few examples it will be seen that opposition to secret 
societies is not devoted simply to the United States but is 
a question that has become worldwide. Christian people 
everywhere are beginning to realize as never before that 
the lodge is working havoc among the evangelical church­
es of today and that the Lord's people must be a separate 
and peculiar people and shun these Christless organiza­
tions. No man can faithfully serve two masters, neither 
can he be an advocate of ·two religi6ns. As a prominent 
Chicago pastor said: "He cannot have a universal reli­
gion for convenience and business, and the Christian 
religion for Sunday." 

There are in the United States over nineteen million 
lodge members. The lodge is making every effort to get 
the boys and gi.-Js into their junior organizations so that 
when they reach the eligible age they are ready for 
admittance into the parent order. 'Vhat effect will all this 
have upon the spiritual life of our future homes when our 
boys and girls are being brought under the influence of 
organizations which teach the doctrine of salvation 
through personal merits and good works, instead of sal­
vation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom 
alone there is redemption. 'Ve must therefore work 
harder and give more liberally than ever before to stem 
this tide of infidelity. 

SUSTAINING THE \YORK OF THIS ASSOCIATION 

The National Christian Association is entirely depend­
ent upon voluntary gifts from those who are in sympathy 
with the Cause it represents. 'Vith gratitude to God, it 
takes everything that comes as from· Him and uses it for 
the upbuilding of His Kingdom. The Association is in­
deed grateful to the many Christian Reformed churches 
which have placed its missionary work upon their church 
budget. These yearly offerings have been a source of 
great blessing and thanksgiving and have furnished the 
necessary means to carryon this missionary work. Dur­
in the year 1927 the Christian Reformed churches, 
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through their various Classes, have contributed $2067.34.
This money has been used pral'erfully in the printiug of
tracts, in sending out lecturers to needy fields, and in
man1r ways of Christian missionary service. The mis-
sionary work of the National Christian Association is not
popular and it is many times hard pressed financial-
ly, but this does not discourage its workers. They know
they are doing God's n'ill. Lodges in these days bear the
same relationship to Christianitl' that Baalism and other
forms of idolatry bore to the worship of Jehovah and it
is rvith us today just as it was in Israel when the people
"feared the Lord and served their own gods". It is there-
fore important that ever]' enlightened Christian iu our
dhurch be a,standard bearer for the truth that they might
bring the Word of God to bear so heavily upgn the hearts
and consciences of every lodge person in the evangelical
churches, that thel' s'ill be led to see theif'inconsistent
stand as a Christian and s'ithdraw from thC lodge.

As a Representative at the National Christian Associa-
tion, I n'ant to thank the many churches wh.ich have so
generousll' aided this good eause and we entreat you to
remember the work daily at the Throne of Grace.

Rrv. A. fI. Bnrr.
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SUPPLEMENT XVIII

LETTERS, REFORMED CHURCHES IN THE NETHERLANDS

Groningen (The Netherlands), April, 1928

To the Commissionfor the Promotion of the Spiritual and Eccelesiastical

Interests of the Reformed Netherlanders in Canada-

ESTEEMED BRETHERN!

The General synod of Groningen has charged the deputies for

conespondence with.churches abroad with the following: "In cooperation with the

Christian Reformed'Church in North America, to promote the spiritual and

eccelesiastical interests of Reformed Netherlanders in Ganada, potentially to

request a collection or gift from our churches for the Ui.itaing olchurches, etc., in

places where rather significant groups will settle permanently. The deputies

should also give advice to a future synod about the question: What can our

churches do over the long term for the Reformed Netherlanders in Canada, and to

request consistories of our Reformed Churches to supply information about

members leaving for Canada."

The deputies ieferred to above have instructed their Secretary to request

information from you about all these issues, to help us:

a) To potentially request a collection in our churches, etc., etc'

b) So that the deputies can provide advice to a future Synod.

May I therefore possibly receive all such information from you?
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we live very far from canada, but we still desire to promote as much as
we can the interest of the Reformed Netherlanders in America.

Accept the assurance of our esteem and heartfelt concern,

In behalf of the deputies and by order of the Synod of Groningen,

Your most humble servant,

G. Keizer, Dep.

tt*********!&!k**

Zwolle (The Netherlands), 2 May, 1928
;$

To the General Synod of the Christian Reforrned Churches ti North America;

FATHERS AND BRETHERN IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST:

As you must be aware, the General Synod of the Reformed Churches in
The Netherlands, held in Groningen , 1927,has charged several deputies:

. a) To investigate (for the present time) the doctrine of the Ftroly Scripture--
to what degree there is a need either for an expansion of the confessions of fiith,
or a more precise elaboration provided by or at least promoted by the churches,
and if it is feasible to provide for this need. These issues are addressed in
connection with questions that have arisen in this new age, with current heresies,
as well as the new light that more recent Reformed theology has shed on tlri,
issue;

b) In addition to indicate (if possible by means of a sample) by what
means this could take place.

Synod has granted authority to these deputies, especially in regards to the
question of the expansion of the confessions, to consult with churchesabroad
which have the same foundation.

I have the honor, on behalf of these deputies, to come to your assembly
with three questions:

a) Whether a more precise formulation of the Reformed doctrine of Holy
Scripture is is considered necessary or at least desirable;
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b) If so, how, in your judgment, can the need for more precise formulation

be carried out: either by expansion of the existing confessions or through a

separate explanation;

c) Which issues you would wish to see incorporated in such a more exact

formulation.

I would greatly appreciate answers to these questions from your assembly.

Praying for the guiding of the Holy Spirit, on behalf of thp depufies,

Dr. J. Thijs, Scriba

Zwolle, Oosterlaan 4

*{<*!t*********

To the Synod of the Chrtstian Reformed Church in Holland, Michigan.

(Letter received late. --H.B.)

De Steeg, (The Netherlands), June, 1928

ESTEEMED ASSEMBLY!

With gratitude we hereby inform you that we have received your Agenda.

The contents of the two volumes made us surmise how significant your assembly

will be. To our regret we must inform you that we did not have opportunity to

send one or more delegates from our midst to your assembly. We hqrd your

delegate to the Synod of Groningen with full agreement, as he insisted "that on

both sides we must take our correspondenc€ more seriously, especially in issues

that concern the Reformed churches generally." Please do not take the fact that

we are not sending delegates to your assembly as an indication that we are not

taking our corespondence seriously.
Two circumstances have especially led to the decision not to send

-delegates this time. In the first place, there are the costs related to sending a

delegate to America. Since the special Synod of Assen and the subsequent Synod

of Groningen imposed great financial obligations on the churches, the Synod of
Groningen allotted half of the amount for correspondence that Utrecht had
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allowed. A second circumstance that did not help the sending of delegates was 
the illness of several professors of the Theological Faculty of the Free University. 
And the time of the meeting of your Synod was not suitable for delegation of one 
or more from the group of ministers. 

You can see that we wish to be serious, yes more serious, about our 
correspondence by considering the decision of the deputies to read the most 
important periodicals from your churches, so that each person can take out a 
subscription. 

We also want you to know that the deputies would very much appreciate if 
you could send their Secretary, if possible, two copies of your Acts of Synod, so 
that they can be circulated among them. 

May the decisions about so many important issues in your assembly be a 
rich blessing for your denomination. 

With cordial brotherly greeting, on behalf of the deputies, 

G. Keizer, Secretary 

, 
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kinderen (brief van J. Monsma. Sr.). 132; Echtschei­
dings-kwestie. beslissing, 133; nominatie predikanten 
uit andere kerken. 134; Particuliere Synodes. voorstel 
Cl. Pacific, 135; change method of delegating to Synod. 
136; radicaal Rev. J. S. Dykstra. 136; emeritus minis­
ters again wishing to serve, 138; Synodale ollkosten, 
70c per gezill; uitbouw der Belijdenis. brief Ned. Geref. 
Kerken. 139; idem. Zuid-Afrika Geref. Kerk. 139: sug­
gestie "Reformatie". correspolldentie. 139; incorpora­
-tie-acte approbatie, 139; brief Kerkeraad Racine. 139; 
status leeraren in niet-kerkelijke inrichtingen. 139; in­
definite leave of absence, 141: Rev. Weidenaar. 144: 
Emeriti-zaken. 146 v.v. (vgl. Rapport. Bijlage VI): 
Reglements-wijziging. termen van hetaling (Juni 1 en 
Dec. 1). 148; subsidies. 149: Insurance voorstel. Van 
Oosten. 150. 
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Kasstudenten, terugbetaling, 76. 
Keegstra, Rev. H., inleidende toespraak, 3; president geko­

zen, 7; hoofdred. "De Wachter", 41; neemt aan, 90; 
slotwoord, 163. 

Kerkhulp (Bijlage VII) ; hetter support, extra collection, re­
vision of Rules, 110, 111; semi-annual notices to be 
sent, etc. . 

Koorgezang, 58, 64. 
Kromminga, Ds. D. H., benoemd "Banner" hoofdred., 41; 

neemt aan, 90; election Prof. Church History, 97; ac­
ceptance. 124; ontslag benoeming "Banner" hoofd-re­
dacteur, 124. 

Kromsigt, Dr. P. J., Toespraak, 29, 39. 
Kuiper, B. K., herbenoeming, etc., 66, 76ff., 84, 89, 90. 
Kuiper, H. J., "Banner" hoofdred., 146. 

Leave of absence, 141. 
Liturgical matters, hymns, etc., 46; improvement of wor­

ship, 49 If.; choirs, 58; directory of worship, 61. 

Mission Training School, 103. 
Missons: Home, Jewish, Indian, and Chinese (see Zendings-

zaken); also Kerkhulp. 

Nathan!lel Institute, Chicago, 23. 
National Christian Association, 26, 156. 
Near East Relief, Representative of, 29; support of, 123. 
Neland Ave. roepende kerk, Synode 1930, 116. 
Nederlandsche of Engelsche taal op de Synode, 10; Agenda 

en Acta, 14. 
Nicea, belijdenis van, 62. 
Noordewier, Ds. J., bedankt, 162. 

Order of worship, 55. (Cf. Liturgical Matters.) 

Pacific Classis aid, traveling expenses, 105, 106. 
Particuliere Synodes, 135. 
Paterson Hebrew Mission, 23 If. 
Pousma, Dr. R. H., courtesy of floor, 18. 
"Professor", definition of term, 70. 
Protesten en Varia, 78. Rapporten door Synode Conimis­

sies, 79; statistiek regeiing, 80;. herbevestiging van 
_ ambtsdragers, 83; invitation Rehoboth, Synod of 1930, 
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115; Neland Ave. roepende kerk 1930. 116; herziening 
Belijdenisvragen. 116 en 156; Brand-assurantie. 117; 
protest J. Waterlander. 117; protest North St. Zeeland. 
inzake Rev. Kamps. 118. 119. en 159; Sioux Center 
zaak. 120; Edgerton-Hanenburg. 121; J. Faber. 121; 
Near East Relief. Gideons. support. 123; Protest H. H. 
Snieders. 125 v.v.; Belijdenisvragen herziening. 156: 
status Os. H. Kamps. 159. 

Psalter appendix. 61. 
Public worship improvement. 55. (See Liturgical matterslJ 
Publicatie Zaken (Publication and Education) report. Bij-

lage VIII; Rubriek Beschouwingen en Critieken in "De 
'Vachler". 13; ditto. "The Banner". 13; taal der Agen­
da en Acta. 14; Comm. English sermons. 15; Radio­
preaching. 15; In Memoriams. 27; Sunday School les­
son series. 30; report of Comm. on Education and in­
terpretation of mandate. 32; task. 33; proposals. 34 If.; 
rapport Publ. Comm. (Bijlage VIII). 39; honoraria van 
hoofdredacteurs. 40; nomina tie. 40; brief van Dr. H. 
Beets. 41; verkiezing Dss. Keegstra en Kromminga. 41; 
leden Publ. Com Ill •• 42; uittreksel verslag public ac­
countaut. 42; nieuw Reglelllent. 42; vertaling in 't En­
gelsch. 42; Kromminga ·bedankt "Banner" benoeming. 
124; gekozen Rev. H. J. Kuiper. 146. 

Racine, Wis .• schrijven van Kerkeraad. 28. 139. 
Radio preaching, 15. 
Repatriation of Missionaries to China, 19. 
Rehoboth invitation. Synod 1930.115. 
Reiskosten regeling. 29. 49. 
Ripon. schrijven "an Ii:erkeraad. 91. 
Rouwbeklag resolutie. 150. 

Schultz. Cand. H. ordaining. 24. 
Schultze, Prof. H. herbenoeming. 66; aanneming. 124. 
Seamen's Home, Hoboken (Bijlage XI). 107. 
Sioux Center case. 120. 
Snieders. H. H. protest. 125 V.v. 
South America (Rijlage X). 26. 44. 
Star of Hope Mission. 115. 
Subsidies. Home Missions. 108. 209. 
Sudan United Mission. 27. 44. 
Sunday School lesson series. 30 V.v. 
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Synodical Committee report, 8; Supplement lAo (Also see 
page 139. 

Synodical Treasurer's report, 9; Supplement lB. Cf. 139, 
(assessment) . 

. Synod of 1930, meeting-place, 116. 

Taalgebruik op de Synode, 10; Agenda en Acta, 14. 
Theological School and Calvin College, (Bijlage 11). Mat-

ters in Curatorium report, 65; Salary Rev. Van der 
Mey, admission prospective students, appointment Dr. 
Jellema, 65; Prof. Schultze, appointment, 66; reduction 
of Curatorium, 67; Salary scales, proft'o College; Presi­
dent's salary, 69; gratification, Proft'o Dekker and Van 
Zyl, 70; interpretation of term "professor", 70; rules 
governing appointment of Profs. of theology, 70; naar 
Curatorium verwezen, 72; lezingen, enz. van Proft'., 73; 
aanslag, $3.50; admission of candidates from other 
schools, 74; "vrije studie" beginsel, 75; Bedenktijd van 
candida ten, 75; Kasstudenten terugbetaling, 76; re-ap­
pontment of Prof. B. K. Kuiper, 84, 89, 90; nomina­
tions for Prof. of Church History, 97; election of Rev. 
Krornminga, 97; preaching of students at end of first 
year of Seminary, 98; acceptance of Schultze and 
Kromminga, 124. 

Toespraken-Ds. H. Keegstra, 3, 163; V. P. Blaine, and H. 
Hekman, 30; Dr. P. J. Kromsigt, 39; Ds. W. P. Van 
Wijk,39. 

Uitbouw der Belijdenis, brief van de Ned. Geref. Kerken, en 
Zuid-Afrika, 139. • 

Unions, report on Amusements, 86, 90; aanvaarding van 
gewijzigde conclusies, 91; aard van solidariteit, roe­
ping der Kerk, 92; toevoeging tot rapport~nclusies, 
94; Am. Federation of Labor, onderzoek, 95; vertaling 
van het laatste dee! der rapport in 't Engelsch, 96. 

Van Wijk, Ds. W. P~ toespraak, 39. 

Weidenaar case, 144. 
Worship, improvement of, 49. 

Zendingszaken, report of Comm. of Preadvice, 17; mem­
bers of Chr. Ref. Board of l\Iissions, 18; lay-members 
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of Board, 19, 43; repatriation of missionaries to China, 
19; responsibility of calling churches for salary of re­
patriated missionaries, 20; two new mission posts, cov­
ering of Indian field, Committee, 20; program of ex­
pansion, 20, 23; Nathanael Institute, 23; Paterson He­
brew Mission, 23; support continued, 23; ordaining of 
Cando Schultz, 24; offerings for Paterson Hebrew Mis­
'sion and budget, 24: Treasurer, General Fund of Jew­
ish Missions, (Bijlage V), appointment, bonds, 25; aile 
gelden uit de Alg. Kas; report on proposals of Local 
Confr., China, and status of Indian and Chinese work­
ers, 25; Zuid-Amerika rapport (Bijlage X), proposals 
sent back, 26, 44; collecteeren er voor, 26; National 
Chr. Association report (Bijlage XVII). 26; Sudan 
United Mission. 27. 44; Chr. Ref. Board members at 
large, 43; nomination. 161; Articles of Association to be 
drafted, 43; expansion program. 43; Zuid-Amerika, me­
dewerker. grooter aantal deputaten. 44: Sudan United 
Mission. 44; Zuni Mission request, 66; Home Mission 
reports (Bijlage III). Rules and Regulations. 101; re­
port of Comm. of Classis Illinois, 101; placed in hands 
of Comm., 105; rescinding arrangements reimbursing 
Cl. Pacific, 105; aid to Cl. Pacific and California from 
Treasury of Synod, 106; minimum salaries, 106; sub­
sidy Seamen's Home, 107; Report of Hoboken institu­
tion, Bijlage XI; special collection recommended, 107; 
fiscal year Home Missions Gen. Fund. 107; "binnen hare 
grenzen". 107; budget adopted, 108; contribution per 
family, $4.00 per year, 109: samenwerking. 109; zich 
met eJkaar vereenigen, 110; Church Help report, 
Bijlage VII; urging better support, extra collection, 110; 
change of Rules. 111; semi-annual notices to be sent. 
about reduction, 112; Colton appeal, 112; Cl. California 
ways and means for borrowing, 113; Mission Training 
School, 113; Comm. on Immigration. 114; Star of Hope 
Mission, 115; Laymen on Chr. Ref. Mission Board. 161. 

Zondagsschoollessen' (eigen). 31. 
Zuid-Afrika, brief van de Geref. Kerk. uitbouw der Belij­

denis.139. 
Zuid-Amerika. Holl. kerken (Bijlage X). collection once 

every two years, etc., 26, 44. 
Zuni Mission request, 66. 
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