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AOTS OF SYNOD 

OF THE 

OHRISTIAN REFORV£D OHUROH 

...... "' .......... 
HELD FROM JUNE 17 TO 25, 1914' 

AT ROSELAND, OHICAGO, ,ILLINOIS. 

MORNING SESSION, WEDNESDAY , JUNE 17. 

Article 1. 

On Wedneeday' morning, June 17. at 10100 o'clock, Synod 
waS called to order by Rev. A. Keizer, the president .of. the 
Synod of 1912, in the Third Christian Reformed .Church of Rose­
land, Chicago, Illinois, who, the previous evening led the 
Synodical 'Prayer Service. speaking on Psalm 8717, in the 
First Ohurch. 

Article 2. 

_ .. , Afterceinging Psalm ,8616; and reading I Oorinthians 13, 
Rev. A. Keizer eddresses the assembly as followes 

Honorable and 'beloved brethren in Christ, Delegates to 
, Synbd.,:"Worthy"'Frofessors,' Brothers as deputies and committees 
appointed by tHe laet Synod to re!,ort to this Synod and serve 
with adVice: ' ' 

'Grace, peace, anq mercy be granted you from God the Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Ohrist, thro'Jgh the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

It is a pleasant task for me, my brethren! to welcome you 
on this beautiful June day, in the third of our churches here· 

'in the land of Roses. What a delight, especially after we have 
lived along with the church for ~everal years, to be able to· 
meet .eo many'brethren from East and West, and look each other 
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with confidence in the eye, shaking hands with old acquain­
tances, because our country is so large, and we live so far 
from one another. Our churches are spread in 21 States of our 
great Union, and also Canada,under the jurisdiction of King 
George .• That'makes" sei'-ing.-arldrseeingoeabh~other·' again a rare 
experience, and it causes us to give hearty thanks and inner 
joy. 

We have gathered here as Synod in order to promote the 
concerns of our churches.We live with one another in common 
accord in an eccleeiastical fellowship; having_common concerns, 
with respect to doctrine and life, school and mission, etc. 
Our Agenda pointe the way for us. And now we have in the con­
sideration of these matters the need of each other'. s enlighten­
ment. 

Ooncerning doctrinal differences, which can cause feelings 
to run high, we pray that Synod abide by what we might calls 
The Conclusions of Utrecht, the Pacification of Muekegon.Let 
it remain there. Let that be enough. Let us not go further. 
With appreciation for one ano.ther. May our confession be·with 
Paul: ~We know in part, and we prophecy in part. M 

The.·Mission, the Dometic and well as the Heathen Mission __ _ 
not to speak of Jewish and Mohammeda'n MiSSion, which all ap-
pear in our Agenda ___ requires careful __ discussion. At former 
Synods we sometimes expected great tension concerning.the prin­
ciple of MiSsions. The Lord put 'usto shame for·.that-fear, and 
we continue ·to build on the foundations that were laid. It atill 
remains my conviction that the matter of Miseions is finding a 
place. At times there appeared to be danger, that obedience to 
the command, to bring the Gospel to the whole creation would 
suffer harm with our bicker.ing who must send them. 

Ooncerning Higher Education, we shall ·find opportunity for 
broad debate. VariouB.matters must be considereds The number 
o:f Ourators,. th~ appointment of professors, the transfer of 
our Academy to a SOCiety for secondary education, and other 
matters". 

The Americanization of our neople is a big problem among 
us. God keep us from driving or from drivers among us, ~o that 
we are not driven apart. May the Lord aleo give -wisdom:and,,,.' 
carefulness to our Church also concerning this matter, so ~hat 
all ·ou~ people gradually follow. Frenzied driving has created 
a lot of dama~e for the Church of Ohrist here on earth. Let us 
together: wi th' apprecia tion··for·.oni> 
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another, not to work too hastily in thie matter, and with the 
-prayer for God's apuroval. 

Our cicle ofminietere hae been considerably thinned out 
since the last Synod. Not less than five were taken away by 
death, .and others were obligated to rest for a period of time. 
In these moments we remember the death of our emeriti minis­
ters R. Dru~er and J~ H. Vos, andministere in active ser_ 
vice M. J. Marcu5se, J~ A. Kett, and K.' Ven Goor. May their 
departure,spur us to use well the limited time of laboret our 
d iaposal. 

;"en end Brethren, the taek that awaits us is an important 
one. To be laboring in the Church of Christ is surely of great 
Significance, and not least in an assembly such as this, which 
is: the broadeat among us. Ve have need of wisdom and discrete_ 
ness, calmness ane resolution; firet of all there· is great need 
for· the enlightenment and guidance of the, Holy·Spiri t. Come, 
let us thereto unite in prayer to the God of all grace, with 
and for one another. 

PRAYER. 

Artiale ,. 

After prayer the ,credentielsare"nreaented.The following 
brethren appear to have',been deJ..egated and are presents 

Grand Rapids Eaets 
. Revs. P • Ekster, J. J. Weersing, .Dr. Y. P. De Jong; 
Elders J. B. Hulst, B. 'Seve'nema , A. Bierema • . 

Grand Rapids Weets 
Revs. E. J. Tanie, J. O. Schaep, L. Vel tkemp; 

, Elders G. J. Hean, E. Hekman. 

Claseis Hackensacks 
Revs. D. De Beer, K. Poppem; 
Elders P. Stam, George Barrowclough. 

Olassie Hollands 
Reve. P. fA.· Hoekstra, M. Ven Vessem,W. D. Vander Werp; 
Eldere R. Mulder, D. W. Jellema, H. H. Sniedere. 

Olassis Hudsons 
Rev. G.· Westenburg, . R. Bolt, J .Xeizer; 
Elders J •. Vender Plaet, D. Dykstra, F. Zeemf. 
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Olassis Illinois! 
Revs. J. Manni, W. Stuart, D. Zwier; 
Elders L. Bere, H. Boonstra, F. A. Van Zomeren. 

Olassis Muskegons 
Revs. J.' Bruinooge, J. Haveman, H. J. Mulder; 
Elders J. Schreur, G. Klooster, F. Hendricks. 

Olassis Orange Oity! 
Revs. F. Stuart, J. Timmermann, J. M. Voortmen; 

. ElderaJ. S. Ademe, K. De" Vries, J. Wiersma. 

Olaeeis Ostfrieslands 
Revs. F. Schuurmann, B. Nagel, O. Bods; 
Elders J. Lolling, J. Oooper. 

Olaeeis Pacifies 
Reve. M. Borduin, N. Gelderloos, .1.. Guikeme; 
.c:lders J. Slotemeker, R. Kooi, A. Witte. 

Olaeeis Pel].as 
. Reve. H. Bultema, H. Danhof, o. De Leeuw; 

Eldere A. Van Duren, H. Overbergen, ahas. Vander Kooy. 

Olassis Sioux Centers 
Reve. J. HOlwerda, H. M. Vander Eroeg, P. Jonker; 
Elders G. Van Otterloo, P. Nieveen, B. Brink. 

Olassis Zeelands 
Revs e_ A. Keizer, B. J. Krohne, J. Smi tter; 
Elders A. Bosch, J. Miedema, H. Goodyk. 

The Oredentials are accepted. 

Article 4 •. 

The election of officers takes place with the following 
reeultas 

Pres id ent _. ·Rev.:'J • .'ManDi 
Vice-President _ Rev. W. Stuart 
First Olerk _ Rev. M. Van VessBm 
Second Olerk - .Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg· 

Article 5. 

The Officers of Synod are seated, and the newly elected 
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President, Rev.'J. V~nni, addresses Synod. After expressing 
his warmth,anks for the honor bestowed, he leads Synod in p,ray­
er. lierewi th "the morning Bession "ill poncluded. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON S;;:SSION, JUNE 17. 

Article 6. 

Opening Devotions. 

Article 7. 

The President reads t.he Public ,Declaration, which is 
answered in the affirmative by the del,egates. 

Article 8. 

Decided to meet in the forenoon from,,8sCC to 'lh3C 6' 
clock, and in the"afternoon from 2:.0.0' to 5s3C 0" clock, and a 
15 IIlinute int,ermission ,in each session. 

Article 9. 

Decided to work through Committees of Pre-advice. The 
President appoint' the following to work out-:th", schedules 

" 1. Committee to apnoint Pre_advisory Committeess Reve. 
P. Ekster, K. Poppen, P. A. Hoskstra, W. Stuart, F. Stuart, 
B. Nagel, A. Guikema; Elders: E. Hekman, J. Vander Plaat, H. 
Ovsrbergen, G. Van Ctterloo, A. Boech, and J. Schreur. 

,2. Rece;>tion Oommi ttee for del ega tes of Oorrespon­
ding Ohurchess Dr. Y. P. De Jong and Rev. D. Zwier. 

3. Oommittee for Nominations$'Revs E. J. TaniS, R. Bolt, 
J.' Bruinooge, J. M. Voor,tman,_,O, Le Leeuw, and J. Smi tter; El_ 
aersl J. B. Hul,!'t" D. W. Jellsma, H. Boonetra, and J. Oooper. 

4. Obi tu'sry Oommi ttee: Rev. A Keizer sndRev. J. Tim­
mermann. (Report, Art. 32.) 

Article 1.0. 

The Stated Olerk, Dr. H. Beets, reads the report of the 
Synodical Oommittee, (Of. Supplement I)" and letters received 
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from the Gereformeerde Kerken in·the Netherlands, the Old Re_ 
formed Ohurch of Behtheim andOetfriesland, the' Pre~byterian 
Historical. Society at Philadelphia, Pa., Bnd from the Presby_ 
terian Church of New Zealnd. 

Rev. H.' J •. Kuiper. gives':his,report·as::del.~gate· to: the ... .a"­
formed Presbyterian Church. and reads the report of Rev • A. 
Dekker, who was delegated to the 'General'Synod of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. The following also reporti Rev. J. J. Hiem­
enga, delegate ·to the General Synod of the Reformed Church in 
America; Rev.W. Bode, delegate' to 'the Associate Presbyterien 
Church. 

Prof. G. D. ~e Jong reads the Majority Report of the Com­
mittee on Un10ns and the Labor Movement, while the Stated Clerk 
reads the Minority Report by Rev. Gro.en. (Supplements IX and X.) 

The report of the Oommittee for South America is read 
(Supplement XI); and the report of the Deputies ad EOCamina. 

Rev. F. Doezema rea~the report of the Ouratorium (Sup­
plement II); Rev. I. Van Dellen the report of. the Oommittee 
for the General Fund of Domestic Misei~ns, Supplement III); 
Rev. J. Dolfin~distriblltesthe·r-eport"of .. the"Board of'Hsathen 
Missions to the delegatee of Synod in printed form (Supplement 
IV). 

The report for Jewish Miseione (Supplement V) ie handed 
Ln by Rev.S. :to Flee. 

Rev. M. Vsn Veeeem reads the report of the 3.:merHus Board 
(Supplement VI). 

The report on Church Help (Supplement VII) is read, es 
well as the report'of De l~achter Committee (Supplement VIII). 

Rev. H. Keegstra givee en oral repcrrt for the Oommittse 
for Sunday School lessons. The Committee ie continued, and it 
ie decided to replace' the late Rev. J.A. Kett of the Committee 
by snother member to be appointed. (Of. Art. 75) • 

. The report of the Oommittee to investigate whether and how 
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it ie possible, on Biblical grounds, to admit those to the Church, 
who were divorced on unbiblical grounds, and later re-married, 
and thereafter came to heartfelt repentance, is p>resented to 
SYnod in printed form. (Supplement XII.) . 

These reports.were received as information, and where neces­
sary, with the material found in the Agenda,' to be placed in the 
hands of the various Committees cif Pre-advice. '(See Art. 11.) 

-Article 11. 

The Report of the Committee for thc'Appointment of Commit­
tees of Pre_advice __ .!s read by Re". K. Po?pen aa follows, 

Theological School and Coll~ge - Revs. J. Timmermann, P. 
Ekster,·W. Stuart. A. -Keizer, P. A. Hoekstra; Elders B. Seven_ 
sma, £. Hekman, J ~ Schreur, J.- Wiersma...·,..,·· .•.. 

Advisors _ Professors L. Berkhof and A. J. Rooks. 

Heathen Missions - Revs. D. Zwier, R. Bcilt, M. Van Vsesem, 
F. -Stuart., W. 'D. Vander lierp; Elders J. -B. Hulst, K. -De Vries, 
G. Klooster. 

Advieor - Prof. G. D. De Jong. 

Jewish, Mohammedan, end Domestic Missions' _ Revs. C. De 
Leeuw, J. ,Keizer, J. Bruinooge'; H. M. Vander Ploeg; Elders F. 
Stam, J. VanderPlaat, F. A. Van Zo~eren, J •. Slotemaker, B. 
Brink. 

Publication Matters _ Revs. J. Manni, E.J. Krohn';, K. 
Poppen,' H. Bultema; Elders A. Bosch, A. Bierma, G. J. Haan, 
R. Kooi,F. <:eeuw. 

h 
ma, 

Church Order _ Revs. L. Veltkamp, J ;:Havemari, A. Guikema, 
M. Voortman, J. Holwerda; Elders _ D. Dykstra, D. W. Jelle_ 
J. Lolling, H. Goodyk. 
Advisor _ Prof. W. Heyns. 

Varia _ Revs. P. Jonker, H. J. Mulder, J. Smitter, B. Nagel, 
C. Bode; Elders _ A. ltitte, H. H. Snieders, L. Bere, Chas. Van 
der Keoi, G. Van Otterloo. 

Adviaor_ Prof. \'I. Heyna. 

Protests - Reve. Y. P. De Jong, D. Da Beer, G. Westenberg, 
N. Galderloos, H. Danhof; Elders'" J. 14iedema, F. HendriCks, 
J. S. Ademe, J. Oooper. 

Advisor. _ .Prof. G. D. De Jong. 
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Engli·ehPealm Rhyming, Claseis, and Catechism Translation -
Revs. --J •. ,.r~ lieersing, E. J .• T-anis, J. C. Schaap, F. Schuurmann, 
M. Borduin; Elders R. Mulder, P. Nieveen, V. Hook, George Bar­
rowclough. 

8:rnod approves the report. 

Article 12. 

Af'ter it was decided to· adjourn until Thursday af'ternoon: 
in order to give the Committees of' Pre_advice the opportunity 
to prepare their reports, the session is closed with thankegiving • 

.... "' ..... . 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION, JUNE 18. 

Article 15. 

O?ening Devotions. 

The minutee of' the previous sessions are read end ap?roved. 
Rev. H. Baker is preeent f'or Rev. J. Smitter, and agrees to 
the Public Declaration. 

Article 14. 

Rav. J. Noordewier, the Synodical Treasurer, reports_ as 
f'oHowe $ 

Balance, 1912 
Receipte 

Total 
Diebursemente 
Balance 

$ 628.52' 
1.516.17 

$2,158.69 
2.054.19 

$ 84.50 

The report is received as information.' 

Reve. J. Smitter and W. Stuart examined the books and 
f'ound them in order. 

It is decided to establish a quota of' 24¢ per f'amily, to 
be paid in two terms, each year 12¢. 

Since the Synodical Treasurer :has-already·,f'or .eo· many years 
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functioned gratis, Synod decides to grant him an honorarium 
of $50.00 as a, ,token of aooreciation. 

Further the advice of the Oommi ttee for exam1n1ng the ,books 
is adopteds ~That the Treasurer of Synod open a checking account, 
and henceforth pay all disbursements by check. M 

Article 15. 

The Oommittee of Pre-advice for Ohurch Order present the 
followings 

a) Your Oommittee advises Svnod"that it confine itself 
only to the discussion ~nd the adoption of the Ohurch 'Or-d'er . 
as such, re'gardl"ss of,SynoQical decisions, etc.; because " 
otherwise,15ecomes-to"comprehensive for the Committee and Synod. 

"d opted. (Sa'; Art. 75.) 

h. \,/ith respect to Synodical ,dec-lsions ,', etc., your Oommi t­
tee advises Synod, that the publica tion thereof be left to 
personal initiati~e. 

Adopted. (See Art. 75.) 

Article 16. 

The Oollllll'ittee of Pre-advice for English Psalms, etc., re­
porte by means of Rev. E. J. TaniB s 

!!:eteemedF.athers and Brethrens 

Your Oommittee appointed to serve Synod with (1) advice 
with respect to EngliSh Psalm Rhyming, (2) the formation of 
an, EngliSh speaking Olassis, (,) the objection of Classis 
Urand Rapids West against a few exoreBsions in the new trans­
lation "f the Heidelberg Oatechism, has the following to re_ 
ports 

I. First of all, with respect to an English Rhyming, your 
Oommittee proposes .that Synod recommend the United Presbyterian 
Psalter. The ground for this proposal of theOommittee are the 
follOWings 

1. The Oommittee appointed by the Synod of 1912 recom­
mends this publication in its report for. r~asons;,eLri.nel'Uyclear 
and at the,same time convincing. 

2. Nearly all the English-speaking congregations: request 
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to them be given the liberty to use the U. P. Psalter, and not 
one of'·:the:.Ent;lish",speaking congregations requests ·the USe of' 
the Psalmbook of' Rev. H. Vander Werp • 

. , .:Hereand :.th:er-e-Psalms areom:i.tted in· ·the ·edi tion of' 
Rev. Vander Werp. 

4. Some of' the trenslations of' Rev. Vander Werp have not 
been approv·ed, but all of them have with respect to the U. P. 
Psalter. 

5. Your Oommittee finds it necessary to call the attention 
of Synod .that the. Rev. Vander Werp edition hae too much the 
~ndividual etamp. It ~s too much the work of' one compoeer, and it 
thereby too·monotonoue. There are only 94 melodies in the edition 
of Rev. Vander Werp, while the edition-Df the U. P. Ps,lter con­
tains4,6. The U. P. Peal ter has .4,6 :songs,whire the ' edition of .. Rev. 
Vander Warp 212. For the 150 Psslms there are only 94 tunee, 
while the U. P. Psalter has 4,6. 

For these reasons your Oommittee proposes that Synod recom­
mend the U. P. ·Psalter to the English_speaking congregations. 

Adopted. 

II. The gravamen of Olassis Grand Rapids West against the 
translation "definite knowledge" in question and answer 21 of 
Lord's Day VII in the Heidelberg Oatechism. 

Your Oommittee is of the judgment that the gravamen is 
well grounded" and the translation should bes ~Faith is a car_ 
bin knowledge. M The Oom",ittee believes that in order to ob­
viate all misunderstanding that the word "cerain" should be 
printed in cursive. We are of the opinion that we must agree 
wi th the fravamen of Olass.is Grand Rapids ltest that "defini te 
knowledge i8 not a correct translation of ·~ene zekere kennis," 
since .the word "definite" means "belijnd", "bepaald, II (posi­
tive, absolute, .definite), and the thought cif the ·original is 
·~cettain. • Yet we cannot go along with the proposal of Olassis 
Grand Rapids West to omit the indefinte article, beceuse the 
EngliSh language requires this article, and it is aleo found 
in the Dutch and German editions. 

. Adopted. 

III. The Formation of an English-speaking Olessis. 

Your Oommittee is of the opinion that it is not deSirable 
to form an English-speaking Olessis for the congregations of 
Michigan, because not all 
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of the i>nglish_speaking congregations favor :cit, 'aririthat .. the· e>ircum_ 
stances are not conducive f~r a change since the last Synod. 

But your Oommitteedoes b"elieve tqat Synod will have do 
direct its attention to the fact that thera are office-bearere 
in i>nglieh-spealdng congregations,for whom iic, .. is impossible to 
express themselves in the Dutch language, and therefore calls 
to the attention o~ Synod that such office-bearere have the 
right to express themselves in the i>nglieh language. 

'.' Adopted. 

Article 17. 

The Report of the Varia Committee is now to be considered • 
. . 1t is as follow.ss 

~;orthy Brethren! 

The Oom,oittee for Var'ia has the following to reports 

1. Emeritus ¥~ttere. The following Olasses seek the apDro­
bation of· Synod to gran;t 'wnorable emeritation to the respec_ 
tive ministe:r:e$ 

Ola ss is Pella _ Rev.J. Noordewier and Rev. A. J. Brink; 
Glas8is Sioux' Oenter- Rev. H. 'Huizingh; Olaesis Zeeland - Rev. 
H. Vander l'erp. (See Art. 72. } Adopted. 

2. Your Committee advisee that the requeJ'.ted 'quota of the 
Emeri tUB Board in its Report be approved, and-"-the proposed 
allowances be granted .to the S:meriti concerned, etc. 
(Sup"lement VI. j '. Adopted. 

5. With respect to the Report for Ohurch Help (Supplement 
VII), your Coromit~ee advises that the congregations, ~hich are 

"'indebted to this Fund, and do not le:\" any~hing .be :.hear fromtbem, 
are to be notified and. in the name of Synod be requested to 
fulfill their obligations. Adopted. 

Having considered the Rep.orts on Unions and the .Labor 
Movement.a, (Supplements IX .and X), and taking notice of' t""e 
Instruction of Olasais Holland, which is as follml6J ";lynod 
express itself concerning Unionism, and the relationship 
which _we are to take to it,M your Oommi.ttee advises. 

Since the Svnodof 1912 appointed a OOlllI!li ttee for Unions 
and tho Labor l'iovement, and this Oo=i ttee 
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in our op~n10n either did not have enough time or did not take 
the time, to discuse the matter, and since there is a majority 
report and a minority report, and considering tha~ this ie s 
matter of extreme importance, and the Church has to exercise 
great care, your CO!U!lli ttee advi"Ses tha t this Synod does not lll!ike 
a definite deolaration, but to appoint a CO!U!llittee to serve 
the next Svnod with a complete report. The CO!U!llittee to consiat 
also of persons, who from experience are knowledgeable with 
reepect to this matter. (See Art. 75.) Adopted. 

5. Instruction from Cla.esis Siou>< Center and· Claseis Grand 
"apiae Jieet with repect to State Laws concerniIl[; Marriage and 
Divorce. P. 17 on the Agendas 

·Since our Stete Laws concerning Harriage and Divorce 
do not appear to be conducive to purity in marriage, Synod ap­
prove the attempts for improvement thereof in Congress of by 
other t!l6BnE!, and the t Svnod ap~oint a Oommi ttee to :?romot_e 
this improvement.· 

(Clasie Sioux Center) 

"Class is re~uests Synod to contact the Federal· Council of 
Christian Churches in America. This to :takeolace.sfter !'laving 
made a satisfactory investigation, if it is desirable to join 
the Councilor to enter into Oorrespondence with it, in order 
to urge ae much a8 possible to obtain bett.er marriage laws. t1 

(Clasai8 Grand Rapida West} 

Your OO!U!llittee advises that Synod approve the instruction 
of Classis Grand Rapids l;est to enter into contact with the 
Federal Council, and herewith, we believe, the request of 
Claaeis Sioux Center .will alao be satified. (See Art. 75.} 

Adopted. 

6. The folloliing instruction from ClaeBie Sioux Centers 

·Since every year there is a great amount of money paid 
to Fire Insurance Companies for church (and other) buildings, 
which to a great extent is spent outside of our circles, that 
Synod give advice in this matter, if' it "Quld hot be more.. 
just,that the profits hereof be given to Church Help, and if 
advisable, to appoint a committee of men versed in these mat­
ters to study· this matter, in order to report to the next 
Synoe.. ft 
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Your Oommittee is o~ the opinion that this is not an un­
desirable matter, but that it is not something with which the 
Ohurch should concern 'iteel~, and there~ore advisee not to con_ 
sider it. 

Thie advice ie rej e.cted" and the ~ollowing ie adopted f 

"Since Synod ie convinced o~ the deeirability o~ this 
metter, it appoints a Oommitteeof.capable men to investigate 
the State laws, BS well ae the premiums which the various 
churches pay, and to Te?Ort to the next Synod with a well cir_ 
cumscribed report." (See Art. 75:) 

7. Ooncerning Correspondence with Sister Ohurchee, your 
Oommittee ~ound the ~ollowing on the Agenda, 'p. 18s 018eeis 
Grand Rapid.r'·W&sts ·Olaseis urges Synod to put ~orth e~fortB 
to eteer the corresp6ndence .with the sister churches, namely, 
the sister churches in the Netherla.nds, lll<lre'snd :nore in the 
direi::tion ae stated an page 82 6~ our- Church OtdJ,-r. At present 
this correspondence consists o~ polite greeting!l,~ which is 
against the ideal o~ the Church Order. ~ .. 

C.lassie Hudsons. ~Synod provide ~or more and better cor­
respondence with the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands, 
in order that grea ter a pprec ia tion' o~ '.our:mu'Eualconcerns 
under God l s good ~avor may be awakened.and labored with." ' .... 

Your Oommitt.ee ad'vise8~ 

aC) t'lat suah"-~' letter be sent to the Gere~o=eerde Kerken 
in the Netherlands, wherein the question is asked whether the 
Gere~ormeerde Kerken are willing to enter into corresponde~ce 
ae defined by the Synod of 1900, Acts 1900, p. 51, Ohurch Or­
der p. 82); 

b) that in this lett-er emphasis be placed on point i. 

l} because in the&a days o~ spiritual decline, there 
is BO much need of each other's help and guidancej 

2) becauee our Oo~eesions andLi turgy are the common 
property cr"the churches; 

c) that in that paragraph the words"~Ohurch' O!:'der!be deleted 
becauee eo much depende on local 8 ituations. 

Adopted. 

8. Ooncerning the instruction of' .:the Denver Coneietorys 
·Synod direct the attention o~ the Netherlands Churches 'to 
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the danger of Mormonism, and requeet her to urge the Government 
to take .measures againet the recruiting of the Morl!lOne.". Your 
Committee advisess 

a)~That because of the great importance of this matter, a 
commimication' be directed to the Government of the Netherlands, 
and ",.,the:' Gereformeerde i.erken be asked to support this letter 
and to send it to the Government,.eince missionaries are con­
tinually going to the Netherlands to entice people to move to 
Utah claiming it to be the· land of promise; -

2) Tha t in this com:nunica'tionattention be directed to the 
great moral and political danger of Mormonism; 

3) That the implementation of this decision be placed in 
the hands of a committee understanding these matters. 
(For members of the committee see Art. 75.} Adopted. 

9. With respect to the instruction from Claseis Zeeland, 
(page 19, Agenda)s ~Synod spur all consietories to supply the 
committee for the publication of the Yearbook with the correct 
number of families of sach congregation,· your connnitteead­
vises::; 

That for the welfare of the matters pertaining to our 
ecclesiastical life, it is necessary that in every Spring of 
the year the correct number of families be presented to Classis 
by the consistory; that the Stated Olerk of 01a8eis accurately 
record this number in the minutes, and that these statistics 
be read to ClaBeie, that the c;.uotae for the Theolo;;ical School, 
the Emeritus Fund, end the Synodical Kxpensee, be, rsgulated, 
and finally that these statistics be sent by the Stated Clerk 
to Synods 

e) Since at the present time there are great disparities 
concerning these statistical 

b) That the oonsistoriee be urged to presen~ the correct 
number of f'amilies., because the correct number can be control­
led in its own circlee. 

Adopted. 

Article lB. 

Concerning women's suffrage, the followinE is found on 
p. 18 of the Agenda s 

~Synod declare what our attitude should be with respect 
to Wom9n's Suffrage. 
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Grounds: 

a) This ie a move~ent which the entire Church confronts. 

b) In a section of the Church this has created agitation. 

. (ClassieMuskegon) 

Concerning this matter the following is decided: 

"Since the question o~ Wornen1 s Suf:.'rege has not yet come 
to an adequate development among ue 80 that we can make a con-
8c,ient.iouB judg ment, and aince the !ll9.,tter of :Wo::lenl 8 Suf:'rage 
is rapidly gaining ground, and l~e as .a Church constantly come 
in·:contact with it, 'lour Committee advises that Synod ap?oint 
a co~ittee to make a thorough study of this matter, and come 
to the. next Synod with a comprehensive report." 

Adopted. 

Article 12. 

As a result of the question .of Claseie Grand Rapide East " " . . (Agenda p. 18): lihat must Classie do, if members of: the Congre-
gation have been Bi"ling for yssrs,. and are not able to" :attend' 
worship services, yet have the deBt're to oroclaim the "Lordi e 
dee th!ft Synod is pla:ced before the .question whether the Lord's 
Suppermey be administer.ed to such. people in their homes. 

The fbllowing proposal is adopted: "SvnoD declare that 
. since in fact:·the.r~,.·mey be such inetanc,6S, :that--therefore .. it 
is permitted, if the" congregation i~ renresented.n 

It io decided that Dr. J. Van Lonkhuyzen will re?resent 
our Church at the General Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken. 
in the "etherle.nds. 

Article 21. 
. ;~ 

Glosing Devotions. 
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l·IORNING S!lSSION,. FRIDAY, JUNE 19. 

Article 22. 

Opening 'Devcitions. 

Article 25. 

The minutes are read and aporoved. Rev. J .• Smi t.ter is 
present as 'delega te from Olaseis Zeeland. 

Article 24. 

·Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg reads the followings 

REPORT OF THE OOJ.!iUTTEE OF PRE-ADVICE OONOiml'HNG 

DOMESTIC, JEWISH, AND MOHAMHEDAN MISSIONS, 

AND SOUTH AMERICA. 

Esteemed Fathers and Brathrens 

Your Oommi'ttee has the honor to report the followings 

I. D014ESTIC ~IISSION MATT3RS. 

1. With respect to the General,Fund your'.Committee took 
note of the report of the deputies of the Fund (Supplement Vi. 
In thi~ report the following proposal is mades 

"The Deputies propose the follol-ling needy Olasses for' 
supnort from the Gensral Fund for Domestic Missions in the 
following amountss 

Pella 
Pacific 
Orange Oity 
l-iue'kegon 
Grand Rapids East 
Hudsor: and Hackeneack 
Os tfriesland 
Grand Rapids West 

34,000.00 
4,000.00 
1,200.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
2,000.00 

400.00 
450.00 

Your Oommittee advises to adopt the eame with this change, 
namely; that Olasses Hudson and Hackensack receive $2,500.00, 
since tney are, securing a third missionary. 

Adopted. 
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2. Further your Oommittee considered a report for the 
prevention of our people being dispersed (Agenda, p. 46). 

Your Comm tte6 advises tha t the advice given therein be 
revised somewhat, and thus be adopted; 

a) In all of our churches a >larning' be issued against 
moving becauee of a craving ·for wealth', without being well in­
formed, ane taking into ~onsideration what the prospects are 

fore spiritual and eccles.iastiAah cuI tivation. 

b) Since the migra.tion of our people cannot and may not 
be prev~nted, Synod appoint a committee of three persona, 
who ere charged to prevent ae much as much migration that leads 
1;0 d,i,spersion. . 

c) The work of ,this com:ni ttee ie to be: 
,-. 

·,·.;,'(1) To our peo?le >!ho \;ish to 'migrate to serve them 
with advice ''Ii thOlit coat- -concerning spiritual 'Croe_ 
pects in the varic1tle >!eetern .5tates .a·rid:Camida. 

(2) By meane of' correeponchmce wi'oh truet,;orthy perEone, 
and particularly our missionaries in the Wee_t, D.r,_ ,in 
important caees, an inv8stigat,iQn be made by two mem_ 
bere of the committee, ae euch ~o .. /e_e-come informed in 
order that trustworthy advice may be t:iven. 

(5) In the church periodicals the committae must pub_ 
lieh·'t'he. situation of the dispersed, in order thua to 
make our people mindful what is involved in choosing 
a ne>!.place to live. 

(4) To requests Consistories to urge .tbose·, who arB' 
considering migrating, to consult the commit,~ee-for 
information. At the Bame time that Oonsistories inform 
the Secretary of the cOJDJ!iittee ae soon 68 possible the 
moving of their members, and to give him the neme· and 

,alidl1eae. 

(5)Tokeep 
Be much as 
dispersed. 

the Oommittee for Domestic Missions 
possible of' the. name and the place 

informed 
of the 

(6) To publish its addrees .in the periodicals read by 
our poople, with the -request that those concerned seek 

- i te advice. 

d) Tha t, the expenee 
for DqLlestic -Mission"s. 

(See Art. 75 for 

involved be paid from the General Fund 

committee members.) Adopted. 
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II. MISSIONS AHONG THE JEliS. 

lii th re,spect to this mission the report of the Committee 
was reed concerning our own mission among the Jews. 

,Your Committee decided to adviaethe following: 

1. Synod assUme the responsibility for the Paterson Hebrew 
Mission. 

a~ _Since the Trustees of this Mission dec"lared themselves 
willing to "ransfer this mission to our Church, with favorable 
c ond i tions • 

b) Since E)lassis, Hudson had already pointec out to the 
consistories of the congregations' to 'take this mission under 
their supervision. 

c) Since we thereby might foster the hope that our Church 
would have its own Mission in Paterson in accordance with the 
principle adopted in 1912 (Art. 20, Acts 1912). 

d} Since it is not possible to obtain part of the Hebrew 
Mission in Chicago, since the Bmnc rej scted the request. 

2.'This work and the-further supervision of the labors 
be entrusted to theClesses hackensack and Hudson in conjunc­
tion "With 'the deputies of Synod. Further that the deputies of 
Synod be insttcuted to draw up a concept set of rules for this 
work, and to bring the same to the next Synod. 

5. To, support the Chicago Hebrew Mission for the next two 
years with $1,000.00 annually: 

a} That all the 6upnort, which our Ohurch can provide, 
does not have to be concentrated in Paterson. 

b) That this 'leaves the way open for the possible ex_ 
panSion at Paterson, and thus increase the support, and with 
the eventua'lopening of a mission at another place, in order 
to give Bupport there elso. 

Adopted. (Although eee Art. 28 with respect to a gift for 
the Chicago Hebrew J<liss ion.) (l"embers of the committee, Art. 75.) 

III. JIlOHAI·a,1EDAN HISS ION. 

On pege 12 in the Agenda the following instruction is found 
from the Consistory of Graefechap, lHchigan: 'Synod recommend 
one collection per ;rear for mission work eraong the Mohelll!llede!'lB" 
and be givento a Reformed Church which helps support this Mission." 

Your committee advises not to consider this instruction. 
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1. Since: there are already 80 many different collections 
recoID!nended to Synod. 

2. Since to a certain extent it would lead to adisinte­
graHon of etrength,~" 

:5. " Since ner"eby we enter upon a ''/By of' EO great importance, 
that" it. ".ieinecessary:"i'ir8t that this matter be v:i,zu"lized and 
<Uecueeed in our getherin& end our periodicals. 

Adopted. 
-",-',;' 

"IV. SOUTH AM:;;;tICA. 

The deputiee' of South Americe filed their report. From 
this it ap~eers thB~the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Nether_ 
lands are thinking to'appo"irit deputies for Argent.ina again 
wi th the sams mandate es before. In agreement herewith, your 
ceputies adyise that our Synod also appoint deputies for " 
South A!!!erice again, with B mandate that conforme to that of 
the Netherlands. 

Your Committee advises "tha"t Synod do this upon the baeis 
of what the reoort etates. 

(Dee Art: 75" for Committee members.) Adopted. 

Article 25. 

The Report of' the Committee for Publication" Mattere i8 
conSidered, which ie as 1'01101<8' 

" "lfonorable Brotherein Christf 

Your Corami ttes "~~1rJ ,the honor to nresent "the followings 

L In tha Agende we ,found the following froIn Oleesis Il­
l inoiss The S,mod renew negotia tions with the Banner of Truth 
PubliShing Company, for the purchase of its publication, The 
Banner. 

Grounds$ 

a) The possession of an official organ in the 
Americen language will place our A::oerican speaking churches 
on an equal footing with the others. 

b) The Church should have control of the contents 
ot' The Banner inas!!!uch as it represents the Christian Re_ 
forme" denoI!lination before the American worlaand exerts 
a growing influence in our -awn-circle. 

c) The 'undesirability ",1' being represented by a 
personally o.med and edited paper. 

~n corillection herewith we read in the report of De Wachter 
Comoittees "The Committee "strongly recommends to Synod. 
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that, if possible, The Banner become the pI'operty of'. the .. Church. 

i' '}:91Kr PoJl!lllit.t,se .B?vil'ee Synod. to, dp.,~o, and, for:1:,\1e same 
reasons found on pp. 17, 18, Acte 1912 • 

. a.) It· apoears ·to .y<;lUr: Oommi tte.e, . after: _kinE' an ip.vesti­
gatioXl-• . tpa t ... the. pric e. for the P\lrchaes:of,~.h.a,Banller , may· be 
cone ie sree equi ~!,.bJ,!' J :,con..,id.BJing t1;1",t,t)1e:!,eceipte f'"F .c0rl;tr;i­
butip:rtt?:r ~n4:\ advertising in former years,. would cover the pr'ice 
of "transfer. 

b) From a statement that the Oo~ittee received, it ap­
pearse-that 1:,he fine.,ncial. aonM,ti,on, o('I'l:>e Banner ie aLpresent 
euch' th,a;t;,:t. begins ,t.? eh""".a:profi,t" aPl'0£:;' t th.Btljill" be., 
consi;qerl' b~yirl"I'e.\leedj if· tlo:e' c i,r.c,u1.atiol1· inCT8I',SBB .,whic,)1 
is·. ver7.r -,,,ell, :pp~eibl,~,_,.,s,irlC,e'_ thJ:k 8~:b!=c.-r.ib.e.rB dg. nqt .. amou;nt. ~,o 
half' of'DeWachter subscribers; 

. ., . 

c) The other condi tiona whi~h The Banner -"",kos J:>y the even_ 
tual ,transfer to the Ohurch, contain no objections to purchase 
1:,h:ec. pa p,er..Theya:re,s " 

1. The paper ,remain tha.re!,reeentative o,f, the Ellglish­
speaking congregations in our Church. 

2. If at all poesible, the paper apnear in the same 
forilll'!t." an;d continue t<>pe. print~d:"n the eaIll!' 'i'-l .. l:i,cty,. of: paper. 

The first condition is very natural. The second takes into 
consideration the fact that all per-iO-!ii;cals, wl>,ich,,,-r/!. pub1.isl1ed 
by English-speaking Churches, ap!Oear in l;o~k form, snd at the 
e a!ll8 t:i,l'le, ar~p-rlnt~<i on a b et.ter e",rt 9.f" pal'S:'" 1;1;1'1]11;\'1e, Ho 1-
land' pa!Oers. 

If now"for our Ohurch a !'sriodicali;s, to .a!O!Oear in, t.\1e. 
language of the,l.and" then i 1:, ,i~, 9artainly d,!s,iraPle. that it 
apnear' in ~he same dress ae the papers of the other Ame.ri:9~n 
Churches. 

Your Oommittee advieess 

1. To. purchaee The. Banner for :tope price of '$5.,000.QO, 
which is the urice asked by The, Banp,er of Trutl1PubUehing 
Oompany, and the acceptance of the conditione made by The 
;~ner~" . 

i'" . \<Ii1:,h this updersta.nd,ing that with the. payment'.of thie price 
the Church becomes ,the: proPr;L,eto,1'" of the. accounts .which Bubec ib­
ere and advertisers still owe The Banner, ae also the office 
etlPpl;1"a,and,tha-tth.~"bille p"y,,1:>1e be tek'!n o.'It:er by the Ohurch, 
if they are not greater, "tbl'!l:t11e: ,b;:ill:~ !;,e,oei;vcabl'e:.;, "" 
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And besiciee with thiS understanding that the Church 
make payments on this sum of $5,COO.00 at the rate of 20% 
or more per year, with 5~ interest on the balance. 

Adopted. 

2. -If Synod so decides, then you Committee-adviees 
Synod to place The Banner under the supervision of the same 
COlll'llitte,e that has supervision over De Wachter • 

. Adopted. 

,. If Synod adopts the. last·named. regula tion, then the 
further advice of your Committee; ie,·-,to expand De Wachter Com­
mittee to 7 members. (See Art. 75 for membere of the com-
mittee.) Adopted 

4. In the renort of De Wachter Committee we found the 
followings 

The Committee requests Synod to revise the nules for De 
'. "Wachter Co=ittee so that members of this committee be elected 

. for four yea-re, and that_at each Synod two retire. In order 
'. , to !lleke t'!1.ie trans i tion a t this time"Ttwo~r""m:emberEf',~",he""-e-llffcte-d . 

. for four yeare and two for biO' years.- Swod';' however, take in­
to consideration distance. 

Your Committee advises Synod so to do. 

5. Your Oom:nfttee further advisee that Synod re-appoint 
De Wachter personnel. 

Adopted. 

6.Your Committee further adviees that the Committee for 
supervision of De \iachter receive an annual honorarium for 
the manifold and responsible dutiee placed on theirehoulders. 

It is decided to grant a sum of $25.CO each for the Pres­
ident and the Secretary annually, and each of the other members 
$10.00 annually. 

7. -Your Oommittee would have Synod conSJ,oer whether De 
Wachter Ooomi ttee be incorpo,ra-ted according to the .. laws of 
the. State of J.lichigan under the name of ·Publication 'O()mmi ttee 
of the Christian neformed Ohurch. 

Adopted. 



,8. If Syned decides to. purchase The Banner, that the pre­
sent functiening Wachter OeJIllllittee be thecdesignatedCe!ll!llittee to. 
manage the transition. 

. Adepted. 

9. FUrther it is decided (Agsnda,cPublicatien Matters, 
p. 12, from' Classi. Illinois with respect to~an henorarium 
fer Rev. L. J. Hulst) net to. consider this matter, since 
there 'i9.s no. Synodical mandate, and since this work was perfermed 
veluntarily. 

Article 26. 

Olosing Devotions. 

AFT3RNOON SESSION, FRIDAY, JVNE 19. 

Article 27. 

Opening_Devotions. 

Article 28. 

Dr. Charles Blanchard, preeident' of \iheaton College, ad_ 
dresses S;mod as a repreeentaive of the National Ohristian 
Association and the Chicago. Hebrew Miseion. He thankE the church_ 
es for the co.llections taken o.n behalf of the Association, and 
r.equests the BB:-nS interest for the future. 

Ooncerning the Hebrew Mission he urgently requeete further 
,support, the more since of late the receipts have dil!tinshed 
considerably. for the greater part ae the result of the'promise 
of a legacy of:l50,OOO.OO from the Borden Estate,::f which nothing 
has been received to date. 

The Vice_Preaident, Rev. Ii. Stuart, resnonds to Dr. Blan­
chard, with the aSsurance of mutual concern and love. 

In connection with the request fer support for the Chicago 
Hebrew 14ission (Of. Art. 24, lIO, it is decided$ "Gince there is 
a,fairly large balance in the treausry of the Deputies for Jewish 
MiSSions, a gift of $1,000.00 ahall be given to the, Chicago 
Hebrew Mission.' 
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Article 29. 

Rev. W.Stuart reports as followss 

Honorable Fathers and Brotherss_ 

Your Co~ittee of Pre_advice concerning matters pertaining 
t.o the Theologicil.I'Schai',,1."and:College has the honor to report 
the following to Synods 

1. Concerning the instructions from Classes Grand Rapids 
East, Muskegon, Illinois, PacifiC, Hudson, and Holland, and 
advice from the Curatorium,concerning a reduction in the num.-
ber of Curators, your Committee adviees: . 

For the pr es ent to mB inta in the sta tue qu6; "Synod, however, 
appoint a cOmIlli ttee to'report at the next Synod in which way the 
work of the Curatorium could be reduced, so that then> there 
could be a reduction in the number of Curators. 

Grounds$. 
1. The many actions that· have to be performe'o in 

a short time. 
2 •. The great respo.nsibility which 

Cura tori um. 
rests upon the 

3. liith a reduction of the number of Curators 
there would not be a.eufficient number of members from 
which to chooee an Executive Committee. (Cf. Art. 75.) 

A'dopted. 

2. Ooncerning the instructions from Gl9.8fl1?f~u'G:rand Rapids 
East and Orange City, with respect to the method of appointment 
of profeseors of Theology (Cf. p. VII, Agenda), your Co=i t­
tee advises Sy;nod".not to consider these instructions, but to 
decides that,':it s.tiM a professor must be appointeds 

1) The ;(Jurat6:r,,~ of' the various Classes to take notice 
thereof, who in their respective circles can be nomin­
ated as qua.lified for the position, and that hie name 
be mentione"":'"t the meeting of the Curatorium. 
2) The gross so obtained 'at a meeting of the Curatoriu!ll 
shall be discussed'. at which meeting ·the advice of the 
theological prpfeseOrs eha;l.l be requested. Af'ter this 
_,a~.e,c;Ufreion the Curatori'um '-shall rnske a nomination from 
the. gross. 
3) From thie nomination Synod ehell elect a profes6or. 
Groundss"" 

a) By this method the burden of the work of 
!llBking a nominatian: is.'placed with the body 
wher.e it belonga. 

b)In this way a great part of unwished f'or pub_ 
li~ discussion of pereona ie excluded. 

Adopted. 
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~. Ooncerning the instruction from Orange Oity pertaining 
to appointment for life tenure, your Oommittee aaviseu To re­
place life tenure with definite,---andSynod instruct the Oura-" 
torium to observe carefully that the professors meat the require­
mente adopted· by the Synod of 1910. 

Adopted. 

~ •. Ooncerning the Instruction of Orange Oity: "Synod shall 
not re_a!,point a profess:>r until it is fully convinced that the 
!,erson concerned fully meets the requirements of the Acte of 
the ·S1nod of 1910" ~---your Oommittee advisee Synod to edo·pt 
the ea:ne liithout change. 

Adopted. 

5. 1fi th respect to the instruction of' 01as8is Muskegon 
and th3 advice of the Ouratorium !,ertaining to the appointment 
of a fifth professor of theology, your·Oommittee advises: that 
Synod so decide. Your Oommittee pro!,osee to S'rnod Dr. R. Jens_ 
een for this .appointment. 

The advice for the appointment of a fifth profeesor is 
adopted. (Oontinuation, see Art. ~5, ff.) 

Article~O. 

Synod decides to adjourn until Monday, June 22, 2:00;p.m •. · 
ClOSing Davotione. 

.,. ........ . 
MONDAY AFro:R..'100N SESSION, JUNE 22. 

Article ~l. 

Opening Devo'tione. 
Roll call. All present. 

Article ~2. 

The Obi"uary Committee, (Art. 9), reporteaefollows: 

Since' "the rider on the pale horee" since our last Synod­
ical assembly has thinned the ranks of the Ministere of the 
Word by taking from our midst and from that of their loved 
onee the:'Smeriti-Ministers, J. H. Vos 
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and R. Drukkar, and those in."the active ministry, Revs. M.J. 
,;, Mar",Us,,!!B, J. A •. Kett, andK.Van Goor, who formerly with us 

,fought the good fight, and now may enjoy the reward which the 
<:fai thfulreeeive, we honor their memory. 

Assembled in Synod we in. this way show our heartfel ts:ym;i"" ',;; 
pethy to the bereaved families, and pray that they may ree .. sive 
the rich comfort of God, and commend them to God ana the! W'd'rd 
of his grace. . . 

It is decided to' record this res:olution in the Acts of 
Synod, and to place a' copy in the hande .. of the families bereaved. 

In the nama of' Synod held at Ohicago, Illinois, .June .19];4. 

The Oommi ttee, 

A. Keizer 
J •. Timmermann 

This report is adopted. '",. 

Aricle ". 

Synod. continues the discus ion (Art. 29, 5) concerning the 
appoint.m'~ht of a i'Uth professor. 

The i'ollowing rule 1'01' the election of professors for this 
Synod is ado"teds "liith" respect to the. matte'I"·'of' the sppointment 
of'profeesors S:mod deCide,S tha t for' this ·time.the, Oommittee- :df" ,": y 

Pre-advice serve Sy;r.l'Od' ,,,i th.\ a nomina tion, but Syndtfn!r,etains ,.;:the 
right to add."ta:;th·e no::nination. • ", •. 

From the trio presented, Dr. W. Bode, Dr. R. Janssen, and 
Dr. S. VolbeGe, Dr. R. 'JansEen is elected with the definite vote 
of 58. (Of. Art. 70.) (Of. Acts 1910, Art. 56, VII, B, p. 45), 
and (Acts 191-2', p. 33, Art. ,,9., IV, 1). 

Article 34-.,,_· 

S:mod f'urth"r:e'onBiderethe report of' the OOIn.'l1ittee of 
?re_advicefor 'the Tn.'eulagical .School and Oollege ae follows I 

6. With· ree..,ect to the overture of' Orailge Oity and the 
advice of' the Curatorium conc~rning the B?pointmen"t of a ;:>ro­
fessor for the Dutch language, your Oammi ttes eav.isees 

a) To consider such an' appointment. -'''''. 

b} Ta instruct the Ouratorium to ma~e the appointment. 
Adopted. 

7. Concerning an overture from .Glasses Sioux Cent'ar and 
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and Holland: "Synod abide by ite decision not to eell the build~ 
ing o~ the Theological School," your Oommittee advises the same. 

Adopted. 
8. Ooncerning the instruction ~rom Olassie Zeelands "Synod 

take measures that the Archives o~ our Theological School be 
maintained as complete ae possible," your Oommittee advie~s.' 

"Synod'instruct"the Ouratorium'to mandate 'the Librarian to make 
and maintain tho. Archives as complete a,s possible. 

Adopted. 
Article 55., 

The Report concerning..,the Ohurch and ,the Oollege is now 
discussed. Having heard the advice of the Oommittee of Pre_ad_ 
vice, the natter is adopted by Synod as ~ollowe: 

REPORT OF THE OOM.~ITTEE OONOERNING THE 
OHUROH AND THE COLLEGE. 

Honorable Fathers and Brothers: 

Your Oommittee, coneisting of a delegate from each Olassis, 
Synodical Acta, 1912, Art 56, II, presents to the Synod of 1914 
a well circumscribed report according to mandate, pertaining to 
thefollmlings 

1. The organization o~ a SOCiety (ties) for secondary and 
Higher Sducetion, and 

2. The transfer of the Oollege (Preparatory School and 
Oollege proper) to the Society (ti'es) to be organized and fur_ 
ther stipulatione. 

Your Oommittee has the honor to present to you the follOW­
ing as its, a'dvices 

1:. 

The first part of the mandate of your Oommittee requests 
a plan for the organization of a Society (ties) for Secondary 
and Higher Education. Your Oommittee presents the following 
plan for the consideration of Synod. 

1. That Synod appoint a provisional Board consisting of 
15 members from the five Olasses of Michigan, and inetruct c 
this OOm!littees 

a. To formulate, a eet of Rules for a Society of'Second­
ary Educstion, in accordsnce with Synodical stipulatione on 
this material. See Acte, 1912, Art. 56, 1, 5, a, b, c. 

b. That it call a general mesting whereat 
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this meeting came ~to acdefinite~:afgainzation:~as fel-laweL"~' 
1) 'by the 'members registering; 
2) by the adoption of a set of Rulee; 
~) by voting for a Boardj 
4) by making regulations for local sections of the Society. 

2. That Synod apPoi~t the following persons as the provi­
sional Board-: 

Olassis Grand:.Hapids .tIasts I;rof~:·L. Berkhof', Rev. W. P'; 
Van Wyk, Mr. J. B. Hulst. 

. Glasais Grand Rapids \~est$ ~Rev. G. Hoeksema, Mr. E •. , 
Heldiian, Dr. J. Van Lonkhuyzen. 

Olassis Muskegons Rev. B. H. Einink, Mr. J. SChreur,';." 
Rev. J. Bruinooge. 

Olsseis Hollands Rev. R. L. Hsan, I~r. A. O. Rinck, Rev. 
E. J. 'l\luk. 

OlassiJl,.~alands Rev. A. Keizer, Mr. A~ Bosch, Re" • 
.. J. Smi tter. 

II •... 

The second part of\·,the mandate to,'your Oo=i ttee requests 
. a well defined repo.rt· c;oncerning the transfer cf the .Oollege 
.{Preparatory Schoal and Oollege) to a. society (ties )'/Yet to be 
organized, and'·;.f.ur:ther stipulations. . '.' 

Your OOlllllli ttee advises that for the time bf;1ing the College 
proper should not be transferred· to ·a Society .• Oi:moerning.the 
Academ:r, it advises S:moc that it tranfer the .Academy to a 
Saciet:' as soon as possible. The organization of' ·the. Society 
(ties) take nlace accDrding"ItO. the plan given above in Point I 

~~oi' this report, and for all" orec.tieal purposes the transfer. 'r,' 
take place in acoordance with th~- stipulations given in ;this .. 

'repo'rt; sea below points III,IV,V. 

'·'l~:.th respeot to the C01'~,'~:ge ";;btir Committe~ came to give 
thie advice .ceapi te the fact tha t the conviction is growinr 
more 81h<:!.moI!O in our church circlee that principia'By it 
would bec:orrect, if the Oollege was a·ponsored by a Society 
and Bupported by the same. For proof of ~~iB Bee the Synodi_, 
cal Acte 1894, Art. 48; 1896, A!"t. 114b; 1?98, Art .• 76; ~llfOO, 
Art. ~9, VII; 1908, ~rt .. ?A, 57, 5, 2; 1910, Art. 56; 1912,Att. 56. 

It is the conviction of the Oommittee that our people are 
not ripe to give sufficient moral support for a Oollege, that. 
for its growth and wellbeing is made dependent in the matter~of 
Higher Education and of"the personal conviction of the neces&ity 



j 

Page ,0 

of this instruction upon a Reformed basis. 

This immaturity is found in the fact that among our people 
the highva'lue and great Significance cif a higher education 
is not sufficiently appreciated. 

TI,e number in the midst of our people, who have received 
'a higher education, is comps'rativelys,mall., It cannot ,be denied 
that tnere is not yet that appreciation among our people for 
an education that there should' be, in 'order by particular'init.i­
ative to supryort a college. 

Another indication of this immaturity among our peuple i8 
that the conviction of positive Chri'stian education is not gen_ 
eral, both secondary and higher, as being necessary for our 
Reformed youth. HOIi many Reformed ,parents are there not who 
send their children to the Public School, although in,many 
places the opportunity is there to send them to the Christian 
School. How many of our young men and young women receive their 
daily instruction at State High Schools. With all esteem and 
respect for the zealous advocates for Christian Education among 
our people, your Co~ittee contends that there are large numbers 
in our circles who do not have a sufficient understanding of 
the necessity for positive Ohristian elementary education, and 
still less of an understanding of the necessity of Secondary 
and Higher Education. 

A further indication of this immaturity is seen in ths 
results in which"lie:in our,circles"l'lavBcattained, , ' 
over B period of years with respect to education. In tne case 
of eleraentary education, it can he said that much has been done, 
and contin:.tee to" he done; but we could have done much more 
for ~bristian instruction upon a Reformed basis than hae been 
done. 

'Io{e are making progress but we have not yet arrived. 

In the last twenty years (Acts 1894, Art, 48) or more 
our people have had a more vivid understending that our School 
should be more than juet an inetitution for the training of 
ministers of the Word. 

I'lith much struggle and exertion and under the blessing 
of the Lord, the Academy is complete, and the Oollege proper 
i", growing. The number of students in the Oollege proper is 
smell. If our people were now ripe for a conecientious trans­
fer, then far geater re8ul ts ,.ehoilld ::be seen 
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in the field' of higher education. ThEm there should be on hand 
ample funde forbuildinge and many facu1tY.,lll!'mbere, etc. 

c. " ~,," 

In this me tter our people are,·,·too cons erva ti ve·. Much hae 
been accomplished. God has giv~na rich blesSing in the growth 
of our school, but the growth is slow. This slow development 
cannot be hastened artificiaolly. The' College will come to' full 
bloom. out of and,incormec:t;l;on with the Academy.· •. 

J',l.-: (;<'f. 

The fact is., .. then that just in this slow proced'Jre and in 
the reeult obta'ined:' thereb¥" it i8 clear that the time is not 

",.' rip';: for the transfer of th'i>College to a SOCiety. 

In how far"··our peopla' are ripe for great changes \dth re­
Bcect -to the relationship between the Church and Higher Educa_ 
tion, is seen· in our Academy. This is to all intents complete. 
And f'inancially and educationally the understaking .of its c.al'e 
by means of a Society is not gl'eat. And then when first it ap- .. 
peal's that the Academy flourishes by the care and under 'uat" 
control of a Society, just by this, particular initiative will 
be •. cehaken'&wake, and brought inactionr'·eo that ·then in the 
future' thEi Church with qualified hasw' ~ha.lit-'be abl.e"to transfer. - ,." 
the College. to a S.Qciety. f. ,: 

FinallY"''''y.aur Cmi ttee reminds yClu.that ·,.:tfi,e'~e is a move_ 
ment afoot in the Western"part of'.our'country·to establish its 
own Academy.PoasiblY inthe-ttear futurs there. will be a like. 
movement in the East. Particular initiative is beginning to 

. work in both of these regions ... In·Qrand Rapids and via ini ty 
there. is .also an awakening, wi tho respect. to .Seconcary Education, 
and in the judgment 0:" your Committee the responsibility of then 
AcadeIl\l:!"'should be that of a particular Society. 

Olll' people must gua'rd against the splintering of the 
source", of our strength. There is danger. Our people are in j 

dangel:' to consider the I!latter of Higher Education too much as 
of ?erBonal and local concern . 

. There i8 the matter of positive Chri'stian. e,ducatio.n, as 
well as 'sacondary'and higher, that concerns.al.Lour people. 
In this one. has' to have an eye to the cause;', and not only and 
in the f'irst,,1pl ace perianal, end local c:oricern. As one man, ae 
one army with closed ranks our peopl,~ "ust support our--,Col-
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~ege, wherein our peouliar system of positive. Christian educa~ 
tion oulminates ,and finds its point of unity. A Oollege demands 
much capital, and many intellectual and administrative person_. 
nel, and the cauee must be promoted by all, who hold .one and the 
same world and life view. 

Thro\lgh.p.er.aiE.tenlwork and joint a.c.ti.on among our people, 
'and above all through the persevering work of an Educational 
Secretary in pleading' " the caUse of higher education, much 
can. take' place in ·the 'course :of time under the bleesing of God. 

Let uEi '1ith a -God wille it~ as expression of our corivic­
tion get to work. 

III. 

1#i th respect to the tra nsf'er of the ex isting Acad emy to 
a Society, your Committee places the following ae advice to 
Syoods 

1) tlith respect to bundings$ The Church offer the uee 
of ite buildings for an Academy to the Society, upon conditions 
to be determined later. 

2) Concerning the profesEorss The present professors re_ 
ma in the responsibility of the Church arid COllege. They offer 
for the time being help in the Academy. The Societv to be or­
ganized for Secondary Education re_imburse the Church of this 
work. 

,) The 3ducational Secretary remain with the ecclesiasti_ 
cal" organization. 

IV. 

Ooncerning the requirements which the Church piaces be­
fore the Society with respect to its Reformed character and 
the curriculum for the Academy, your Committee edvises that 
the Church require the 'followings 

1) That the Society base iteelf"and:bind"itsalfcto·_the 
Holy Scriptures according to the conception of the Formulae 
of Unit.y. 

2) That the MiniEtere linked with the Academy,signify 
their agreement o~ aefor~ed teaching as expressed in the 
Formulas 0: Unity by Signing the same. 

3} That the Society make regulatio~e to include in its 
curriculum in the Academy a SeminarY.Preparatory'Course 
as determined by the Church, for which the SOCiety will be 
re-imbursed by the Church. 
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4) That the'Society to be o-rganized give the Ohurch (ee) 
eufficientguarantee for maintaining pOintiL,I, 2, al;ld'5 • 

. " .... -.. " 
Svnod ,dec idee wi th resn,e~t to the Endowment Fund • to keep ,,' 

it' int~ct for the ecclesl;I.,,£i:..'ii'al, ,organization," and further, 
• Th,;, Church require that,the Society" give sufficient finanaiiol 

"guarantee, which, guarantee eha 11 be determined by both 'parties, 
at the time of the transfer." 

Article 56.) 

S,mod pl'esents the following trio f'or the chfi,ir of His_ 
torical Thecilogy' Prof. G. D. De JongJ"',Prof. B. K. Kuiper, and 
Dr.S. Votbeda. (See further Arts. 44 and,,46.) 

Article 57. 

Oloeing''',Devotione. 

TUESDAY MORNING SESSION, JUNE,25. 

Article 58. 

Opening Devotione. - ,:, ~ 
1. ,-

The minutes are read and approved'. 

Article 59., 

',,;;,Oontinuation of the Report ,of the Oo=i ttee with reepect 
to tha-Theological School and the College. (Arte. 29-36)= 

1) Upon the aevice of the Committee of Pre_adVice, Synod 
adopts the followings 

" \~ In view of' the fact that the appointment of' profeseors 
ie performed by Synod, which aoes not meet before Jun"~"'and from 
which difficul t~es arise, both for the School 'and for the per­
sons concsrned, the Ouratorium expreeses the ,deeirability that 
the appointment or re-appointment ,of professors for. the Prapa",a,~. 
tory School and the College be transferred to the Ouratorium. "t': 
At the regular meeting in June the Ouratorium determine whether 
it would be deSirable to call a special maeting in February,' 



( 

Page ;54 

so that by' the first of March provisions can be made for even­
tual vacancies." 

2) Decided to delete from the Agenda, Church Order, p. 1;5, 
paragraph 1, the second part, and p. 14, paragraph ;5, entirely. 

5) UDon the advice of the Committee it is also decided 
to make honorable mention of the fact that the Professors ROO,ke 
and Schoolland have served the ,Churoh and the School for a period 
of 20 years. 

Since Mr. S; S. Postma has worthilv served as Treasurer 
of the School for 26 years in successio~, and now has resigned, 
Synod expresees its heartfelt appreciation for hie faithful 
serv,ice. 

4 ) With resnect to the a'dvice of the Curatorium to con­
struct an adequate building for instruction on the new campus, 
sinoe there is not enough room for the various classes, Synod 
concurs in the advice of the Committee of Pre_advice not to 
do BO. However, the Curatorium is instructed to make the neces_ 
sary room. The Curatorium is ,also instructed to build a sui t­
able d~rmitory on the campus, since it is impossoble for stu­
denta to find suitable livingquartars. 

5)Decidad to extend the leave of absence of Prof. A. E. 
Broene for another year. Mr. J. guys kens is appointed to take 
his place for 1 year for a salary of $900.00. 

The professors B. K. Kuiper, A. E. Breene, and W. Rinck 
receive definite apoointmente., 

14r. J.' Nieuwdorp was re-appointed ae tutor for one year 
for a salary of ;)1,000.00. The Curatorium is called upon to 
make eventual re-appointments, or make provision for vacancies. 

Article 40. 

Olosing Devotions. 

AFTii:RNOON SESSION, TUii:SDAY, JUNE 23. 

Article 41. 

Opening Devotions. The president calle upon Rev. J. F. 
Heemstra, delegate from the General Synod of the'Reformed 
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Church in America. The brother brings the greetings of his Church. 
At the re<;.uest of the Chairman, Dr. Y. P. DeJong responds, noint­
ing out that in the field of elementary education we ae churches 
can capably work together. 

Rev. r/. Porter of the Associate Presbyterian Church addree­
see Synod, to which Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg responds. Dr. J. W. 
Brooke addressed Synod as representative of the Chicago Tract 
Society and the Union Missionary Training Institute, to which 
Rev. K.Poppen responds. 

Article 42. 

'liSBionary J. W. Brink addresses Synod, as does also Miss 
Clarissa Pierson, one of our converts at Rehoboth, N. ~I. Rev. 
J. Keizer reeponds, assuring both of them the prayers of the 
Church. 

Article 4';5 • 
. 

Rev. H. Van Vessem files the following protest to Synod; 

PROTEST 

Uoncerning the re_aooointment of Prof.G. D. De 
Jang, the undersigned feels necessitated to protest 
against the decision of S,rnod. (See Art. '56.) 

1 •. Because S~.mod acted contrary to the practice 
of' the Church in this matter, also eince in setting s.ix 
years as triRl perioa, Synod ,ISS to decide whether or 
not he was to be re-apnointed. 

2. Because it is measuring with two measures: l} 
because the others were not So dealt with, and 2} 
since through the silence of the CuretoriULl in all 
these six years it apoeared that his w~rk wae satis­
factory. 

11a s signed; 

H. Van Vessem 

Article 44. 

Synod gathers in Executive Session in order to discuss 
the trio mentioned in Art. 36, and in connection therewith 
the re-eppointment of Prof. G. D. De Jong. After this brother 
had been heard, it is dedded to adjourn until 7;50 p.m. 

Closing Devot"ions. 
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EVENING SESSION, TUESDAY, JUNE 25. 

Article 45. 

Opening Devotions • 

. Article 46. 

Returning to Art. 56 (Of. Art. 44), Synod votes on the 
trio, and the results are that Dr. S. Volbeda was definitely 
elected with 40 votes. (Art. 70.) (See Acts 1910, Art. 56. 
VII, B, p.'45, ana Acts 1912, Art. 59, IV, 1, p. 55.) 

Article 47. 

The following Curators nresented the various Clas8i8 are 
appointed by Synods 

Classis Sioux Center 
For 2 years - Rev. H. J. Heynen; Alt. Rev. J. Holwerda 
For 4 years _ Rev. P. Jonker; Alt. Rev. H. 11. Vander Ploeg 

. 01asei8 Pacific 
For 2 year. _ Rev. T. Jongbloed; Alt. Rev. A. Guikema 
For 4 years _ Rev. O. Vriesman; Alt. Rev. N. Gelderloos 

Claseio Ostfriesland 
For 4 years _ Rev. G. L. Hoefker; Alt •. Rev. B. Nagel 

OlaesieMuekegon 
For 4 ·yeare _ Rev. B. H. Einink; Alt. Rev. J. Brllinooge 

Class is Hudson , 
For 4 years _ Rev. J. J. Hiemenga; Alt. Rev. J. B. Hoekstra 

Classia Orange City 
For 4 years _ Rev. J. Timmermann 

Classis Holland 
For 4 years _ Rev. E. J. Tlluk; Alt. Rev. P. A. Hoekstra 

Classia Hackensack 
For 4 years _ Rev. D. De Beer 
For 2 years _ Rev. K. Poppen 
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ClaBsiB Grand Rapids WeBt 
",;;'", For 4 years - Rev. F. Doezemaj Alt. Rev. L. VeItkamp 

-'."1 

ClaBsis Zeeland 
Fbr 4 years - Rev. J.Smitterj Alt. Rev. E. J. Krdhne 

OlaBeis IllinoiB 
For 4 years Re ..... W'.:"Borgmanj Alt. Rev. G. J. Haan 

ClaBaiBPella 
For 4. years _ Rev. '.H. Denhof' j Alt. Rev. H. Bul tE!mB 
For 2 yeara _ Rev. C. ~e Leeuw 

, 

01a86is Grand Rapids East 
For 4 years"- Rev. P. EkBter;. ALt"."Rev. M •. Schans 

.For 2 years,. Rev. W. P. Van Wykj Alt. Rev •. J. Groen 

Article 48. 

The following Deputies Ad Examina were app,.intelis 

01a8sie Sioux aent.er-'-:,.~v .• P. Jonker; lilt. Rev. 'J,,,.Jl,qBeld 
" Pac if'i~:",tf, .:Rev. :"'~:;"i;~:Vrieeman ,*. <';'1 " 

M Ostfriesland _ :Dr"·1\'. Bode. 
• 
• 
• 
" 
11 

• 
• • 
n 

Muskegon _ Rev .. ,]. D. Van Vliet 
Hudson _ Rev. ,R.~ Bolt; .Alt. Rev. H. T,,16 
Holland _ Rev. R. L. Haan; Alt. Rev. M. Van VeeBem 
Orange Oi ty - Rev ••. J .• Timmermann; A11o. Rev. F. Stuart 
Grand RapidB \iest _ 'Rev.L. Veltkamp 
Zeer'and _ Rev. J. Smitter; ..Alt. Rev. R. B. Kuiper 
Illinois _ Rev. J. Manni; Alt. Rev. L •. VBn Dellen 
Grand Rapids East _ Rev. J. , .• G,r.oen 
Pella - Rev. O. De Leeuw 

Article 49. 

Closing DevotI~~S. 

lr.O!UUNG S;;:SSIOt'~i',i~EIlN3SDAY ,Jm~E 24. 

Article 50. 

Op ening Il"l-"",tiqIU! .,' 

Ii 
!: 

h 
If ,! 
11 

.:; 

11 
n 
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The minutes are read and approved. Rev. M. Schans, alter­
nate for Rev. Veersing, is seated. 

Article 51. 

TIle matter of Glaseis Muskegon on the Agenda is discueeed 
(Agenda, Varia, p. 18)$ 

;tOlaesis requeste the judgment of Synod concerning a 
WD!!l8.n, who WaB divoroed from her hueband bee8-uee of extreme 
cruelty; and later, after her first husband remarried', also 
remarried, ,.hether she cen be admitted 88 member of the 
Ghurch.~ 

Synod decides$ That'we do not express ourselves with re_ 
spect to this concrete case, but appoint a committee which ehall 
reoort to the next Synod with respect to this material.~ 
(See Art. 75 for the members of this committee, and campara 
the conclusion of Art. 68; I.} 

Article 52. 

Rev. R. Bolt reports for the Gommittee of Pre_advice 
the f'oHowin!,: 

REPORT OF THE OQJ'llHTTEE FOR HEATHEN MISSIONS. 

~Iorthy Fathers and Brothers I 

Your Go~~ttee hae the honor to present the following ad­
vice concerning Hea then: Mise,ions: 

I. First of all the proposals of the Deputies of this 
IHs8ion. 

1. a} The first matter on the Agenda is as follows: 

·Synod concur in the transfer of the Training School 
from Tohatchi to Rehoboth. This took place because of the de_ 
parture of Rev. L. p. Brink, and upon the advice of 'the Gonfer­
ence. ti 

Your Go=ittee advises that this be done, ,,,because 
the Deputies under the existing circumstances could with diffi­
culty do' "otherwiee, end Rehoboth in our ,estimation is a suit-
able place. ' 

Adopted. 

b) Synod consider whether the Training School should 
,be continued, and if eo, under what conditione. 

In this matter the advice of the Conference ieas 
followe, "Gcnf'<lrence expresees the conviction that the training 
school for native helpers is one of the moet important factors 
in our uiesion work. And that we should keep the Training 
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School at Re~oboth, New Mexico. That this w~rk be extended and 
placed on a permanent"basiS.-" 

Your Oommittee advises to continue the training school. 
To instruct the deputies to devise a plan concerning the man­
ner tv which lie can come to a gradual training f'or the graduates 
of' our School, or also qualif'ied candidates, "hose deSire is 
to be trained f'or our mission field, and present the eame to 
the next Synod. 

Adopted. 

2. S-mod note the difference between the calling churches 
of' Roseland and Paterson, and the de~uties. TheBe congregations 
pay tile eaiBIy. of a----mTe-6~onary and expect the .church in general 
to take oare of the remaining expenses. 

The deputies "biding by'the Mission Order adopted by the 
Syno_d of 1912, maintain that these calling churches Should pay 
for all the exnenses of the mission oost which they suP?ort. 
(Art. 8, Missi~n Order.) • • 

These churchee, h~wever, point to the fsct that they were 
already active before the Synod of 1912, and therefore have 
their c1aim upon the regulations adopted by the Synod of 1910. 
(Arts. 4" 44, Acts 1910.) 

Your Oommittee advises to continue the existing relation­
ship between the calling church of Roseland anc Pa tereon and 
the deputies for two years, in order that the churches have 
sufficient time to conform to the Mission Order, out that with 
resnect to other calling churches in the future they abide by 
theregulat10ns of the Mission Order. 

This advice is not adopted, but the following substitute 
motion ies',ROonsidering: that the churches of' Paterson, Roseland, 
and katern Avenue,have--called their missionaries under the 
old rules (Regulations of Synod 1910), Synod pleces upon them 
no gr"uter 'burden than the payment of the salary.-

3. Synod a?point some one, who can devote all his time to 
the general affairs of missions in the Ohurchs Jewish, Domes_ 
tic, and Heathen. 

e) In order to better enlighten and create greater zeal 
in the churches. 

b) To obtain special financial gifts. 
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c) To take up collections which would be divided on 
a pro rata basis by a Budget established by Synod. 

, 

d) That he be a member ex officio of the three commit­
tess, who in conjunction with,him supervise his work. 

Viewed from a financial point of view, this proposal of 
the deputies looke very attractive, however, after lengthy dis_ 
cussion it appeared that Bo many objections arise concerning 
itil implementation, that we lacked the courage tci "ropose this 
to Synod. 

We do, howver, feel at liberty to propose a substitute 
to Synod, as followss 

"Synod recoI!l!Ilend to the Glasees , in order to provoke 
greater zeal for missions, to appoint men from their midst, 
who eha11 make a study of the various branches of the Mis_ 
sion, in ordsr to serve all the congregations by means of , 
1eotures. ite believe the t through greater knOWledge a,nd great­
er zeal, the gifts will of themse1 '1es become larger and more 
plentiful. 

This advice is rejected, and it is decided ""t to enter 
into the matter. 

4. Since all the posts approved by Synod have been manned, 
Synod awaken the Churches and the Classes to expand the field 
by taking over Blanco Canyon in the Northeast, and Beautiful 
Mountain in the Northwest of our Miseion Field. 

Only five of the thirteen Glasses have thus far, either 
by G1aseis or by a calling church or churches, have taken over 
a part ,of the miSSion field among the Navahoes and Zuniee. 
For the, reason ,stated in the aforementioned proposal, your 
Oommit~ee So advieee. 

Adopted. 

II. Instructions. 

1. Instruction from Ostfriesland. 

Since the present method of Miseione more or leaE pro­
vokee frictions 

a} Since there is no general'renresentation on the Board 
as formerly, and since now no official reports are any longer 
receiv9d by the Glassee or consietoriee; 

b} Since the entire Ohurch is called to erect schools, 
churches, and 'other bUildinge, and to maintain the eame, with­
out having a voice in the matter, except only by menaa of the 
Board wherein a Classis is represented; 
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c) Since this friction deadens' the zeal for missionsl 

Therefore Synod devise way ... and means to regulate the method 
of missions, so that the entirs Church 'Can~,patticipa tein Mis­
sion work,andin such B t:lanner, that Synod appoint or let ·be 
ap'pointed in each Classis (which is not represented on· the 
Board) a deputy for Heathen Missions outside the existing 
Board, and give these brethren the info~metion and the say 
concerning the designation of Mission posts, the erection and 
maintenance over bUildings, and over o"ther imoortant matters, 
which have reference to the work'of Heathen Missions. Synod 
also instruct the BDard tD send a report each year ... tD the Clas­
see, BO t.ha t the entire Church participa taa in- the "'/ork of­
Heathen MissiDns. 

YDur CD!ll:lli ttee is Df the opinlon:ths·t '.'.. , ... 
the intent of this instruction will be satisfied by revising 
Art. 21 of the Mission Order in such a way, that instead Df 
five deput.ie~, hancefDrtrLa deputy b,e apPDinted frDm each 
Classis, and··that there .. be' added tD Art. 16, "And prDpoBes 
someDno, wham Synod 'can appoint as a member Df the General 
Deputies". "" 

That these Deputies chobse from their ~id~t as an Execu_ 
tive CDmmittee to take care Df"mat.t.ers. thB.t.demand haste. 

Your Committee advises Synod that for the reaeollc.'stated 
in the above mentiDned prDpoe~l, thus tD amend the Articles. 
(See A~t.55 for the 'names Df the Deputies.) Adopted. 

2. Instruction frDm Cla88is HDlland. 

SynDd :i:nstruct the Curatorium to deClare what the missiDn­
ary courses are, Df which Art. 14Df the MissiDn Order speaks, 
and instruct the same bDdy tD prDvide that instructiDn be given 
by our SchooL~in these, subjects. 

GrDunds I a} There is uncertainty in this ma tter. 
b) Apparently at nresent nD instructiDn is being 

given. AdDpted. 

). InstructiDn frDm Classis'Holland. 

SynDd declare whether or not it is deeirable·to .engage 
direct.lyLay 'Workers for missiDn wDrk Dn our Mission .field, 
and determine what their ecclesiatical status is. 

ReasDnl Because there .is already such a wDrker, although 
nDthing is said in the Mission Order, neither has there been. 
provisiDn mede in the Order. 

YDur Committee a'dvises tD declare, that while it is not 
in conflict with RefDrmed Church Polity.to permit unorda.ined 
workers to labor on the Miss ion field, and while there a.re 
SDme placee 
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on our l-lisBion field whore such missionaries Can do profitable 
work, that it is to be recommended that he be used for such 
places, though always with the aporoval and under the super­
vision of the SJr!lodical Deputiee·, and that his ecclesiastical 
position always lies within the mandate which he bes received 
from the calling .church or churches. 

Adopted. 

The third instruction from Classis Holland is as follows: 

Synoe add the following clause to Art. 21 of the Mission 
Orders By which persons, who are deputise of the Bsnding church 
or ch1..lrchea, cannot be taken into considerat.ion either ae dele­
gate or aa alternate. 

GroundsBecause other wise in one person two comparatively. 
opnosite parties are represented in one person. 

~our Committee recommends to adoot the same upon the above 
given ground. 

Adol'ted. 

4. Instruction from Classis Hudson. 

6,mod take into considera~ion whether it would not be .. 
good idea that in the new ~Iiseion Order it be decided that be_ 
sides the Synodical Deputies, also one or more inenBctors from 
such Classes be chosen, where there ere congregations that have 
their mm missionaries on the field. 

Your Committee believes that the request in this inetruc­
tion will be met if Synod decidss to change Art. 21 as stated 
above. 

5. The following instruction waB received from ClasBl.B 
HackansBckc:: 

u;rnereas it was the thought of this Classis to begin Mis­
sion work in South America if sufficient funds and the consent 
of our Board of Heathen Missions could be obtained, and 

1fhereas .the said Board does not feel willing at the present 
time to give its consent, notwithstanding quite an amount of 
money has already been promised, and we believe enough more 
ca~ bd obtained, therefore be it 

Resolved, that the queBtion of doing MiSsion work in South 
America be placed on the Agendum of our next General Synod.· 

From the Report of the General Deputies (Supnlement IV,) 
it appears that this question haB slready besn acted upon. 

The following c;oncerning thisisadoptec.by Synod: 
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"lli th resuect to the inetruct:i.o~,,£'rom CIBssie Hackeneack" 
Synod declare: that the Church at the present time: doee,:no,t: 
choose another mission field, and urgently acvises Olassis ", 
Ha,ckensack, with real apnreciation for its mission ardor, also 
not to begin a new field,in or'der that our mission strength 
remain conc entra ted. fl , 

Article 5;5. 

Synod decides to hold an evenine: seSSion, in order that 
th e . ai'terno on _can', be d evot,j:'d :,tri an c' a utomo bile ::tour, through 
OhicBgo, through the friendliness of the churches of ,thie place 
and vic inity." ' 

Closing Devotions. 

:J:VENING- SE:sSION,lffiDNESDAY, JUN&,24. 

Article 54. 

Opening Devotions. 

Art±cle 55. 

Synoa' appoints tpe ful:lO"ing brethren 
Heathen Hies ions, (Se'8 Art. 52;'II, 1): 

a8 deputies for 

'Claseis Grand Rapids East !"~Dr • Y. P. DeJong 

" Grand Rapids West Dr. H., Beets 
Hackensack Rev. K. Poppen 

" ,Hnlland Rev. M. Van Vessem 

" JfueBon Rev. R. Bolt 

" IllinoiS Rev. J. Manni 
M Muskegon Rev. J. Dolfin 

" ;,:"'Orange City Rev. F. Stuart, 
\! Os tfriss land Rev. H. C. Bode 
~ Pacific' Rev. A. GuikemB 

" Pella Rev • O. De Leeuw 
• Sioux Center Rev. H. M. Vander 

" Zesland Rev. H. 'lialkotten 

Article 56 

Ploeg 

"li\ev.J. Haveman rep'orts~'for the ,Committee:;of, Pre~a:av:ice 
perta-ining to Church Order. 
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Honorable Brothersl 

The matters concerning which your Oommittee is called up­
con to give are five-folds 

1. The instruction from Olassis Holland. (Of. Agenda, p. 14.) 

2. The Ohurch Order as euch with the inetructions pertain­
ing to it. 

,. The instructions from Olasses Grand Rapids West and 
~\uskegon, concerning "which the Oommittee for Revision of the 
Church Order has given its advice. See Acte 1912, Art. 62, p. 50. 

4. Instructions concerning'revisions of Synodical decisions. 

5. Instructions concerning the translation of the Church 
Order in English and German.-Agenda, pp. 16, 17. 

The instruction from Olsssie Holland. It is as followe: 

S:mod investigate why the document of the Ohurch Order of Rev. Fortuin 
waS not incorporated in the Acts of S:mod, 1912, Art. 62, 1, 2. 
That it take nail? of this document, and bring it to the attention 
of the churches before a revision of the Ohurch Order is dis_ 
cUBaed by Synod. 

Your Oommittee has endeavored to obtain information from 
the Stated Olerk, who replied as followss Rev. Fortuin thought 
tha t his document would be taken up in the Acts , if he had it 
ready by September 1912. 

The Stated 'Olerk was of the opinion that he should publish 
the Acts as soon ss possible. 

Synod,decidess Since it apoears that there was a misunder­
,eta nding -concerning the document: of 'Rev~' Fortuin andi ts publi­
cation in ,the Acts to return to the order of the day. 

Article 57. 

With respect to the Church Order as such with the inetruc­
tion pertaining thereto, the following is submitted by the Oom­
mittee of Pre-adVice, (cf. Art. 15}s 

MYour Oommittee advisee Synod to recive the draft of the 
revieian~f the Ohurch order, as information. 

Your Committee hae learned that the rivisers have strict-
ly oonfined themselves to the mandate of 1912, which ie as follows I 
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1. Tha t it add "no'new./)r ,rei/is ed,>Artii::lee ': :that3are:con trG_ 
versial. 

2. That as closely ae possible adhere to the Church Order 
of Dort, and the revision of the Gereforemeerde h.erken in the 
Netherlands, 1905. 

a) In_so_far' as it pertains to matters which do not speci­
fically have to be,revised'with respect'to American situations, and 

bJ In_so_far as the Netherlands Revision decides no ,contro-
versial points. ''',.' 

). That it caTefully differentiate between the Church Order 
as such, and ecclesiastical, rules. 

4. That it make its draft as short as possible. 

In connection he're,;ith your Oommit,tee pointe to the rules 
to be found in the report on the Church order, p. 5. 

a) To delete from the old, Chuxch'Or<<iers or to add to or 
revise all that which has for a long'tfmci' generally fallen"", , 
into diBuseor reVised; 

b} Rules, which apparently through e)<p,erience have been 
misunder.stood, ,through ed i ,!;orial .changes for clarifica tion; 

cJ A" little as possible to make general rules; th,at the,ae' 
only con,tain, that for which is ab:eolutely neces,sary to !!lB.i= 
,tain order and j \Jstice, whi>l.,.· the regulation ofael,l other m!lt .... 
ters be left to the freedom of· the churches end of'1'i'f'e'·fteelf; 

d) ~ith proposed changes to remain as much as possible 
with the style and choice of words of the old ecclesiastical 
language;. and finally, 

e) To preven'!; confusion by refer'ence to articles'to re'­
tain number D.f articles and the same sequence. 

Your Committee is of the opinion',t'het the revisers have 
worked within tne confines of the mandatepof the Synod of 1912, 
and therefore",nivifres to a bide genera'Il:'t"byt.'the ground rulea 
lIlB.de, eepeciallY' that which concerns laJ;j'gu .. ge and style. 

In connection herewith your Oommittee advises nGt, to con­
sider the instruction o~ Claesis Orange Oity, Agend~p. 16, b. 
It is as follows, 'That we do not use the. wordChurch at one time 
and thew,ara Oongregation at another time, but always the same. 
And no·f to speak at one time of Call and at another time Oal­
ling, but always use the term Oalling. 

Adopted. 
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Article 58. 

, :Oloeing'Devotions. 

- ............ .. 

THURSDAY MORNING S~SION ,JU'lB: 25. 

Article 59. 

Opening Devotions. 

Article 60. 

Synod continues the matter of the Oommittee of Pre­
Advice pertaining to the Ohurch Order. (Of. Arta. 15, 56, 57.) 

Your Oommittee fe'lt that certain J::hanges':sho'~ld ,be':made'"with 
respect to the proposal of' the revisers, and further takes note 
of the instructions with respect to various, articles of the 
Ohurch Order, which they wish to discuse under the resoective 
erticles. 

The Ohane. Are Ae Follows$ 

1. In agreement "i th the instruction from Olessis Orange 
Oity, Agenda, 1914, p. 158, your Com:nittee advises that the 
warde North America be deleted from the heading of the Church 
Order.' 

Your Com:nittee would rather maintain the-worde North Amer­
ica, but Acte 1904, Art. 132, p. 43, give the ,official name ae 
The Ohrietian Reformed Ohurch. 

Adopted. 

2. The addition "in addition to the therewith connected 
Synodical decieione~ in the nature of the case are deleted from 
the heading by virtue of the fact of the decsion of this Synod' 
that the publication hereof be left to personal initiative. 

Adopted. 

3. Your Committee advieee to replace the Roman numerale 
'with the ordinary numnerale. 

Adopted. 

4. Your Oommittee recommende that Arts. 1, 2, 3 be adopted 
unChanged. 

Adopted. 

5. Your ~;Comm:i.ttee advisee to change .Art. 4 that after the 
third paragraph concerning Approbetion the follOWing worde be 
addeds "Which epprobation ie not reqUired in the event the elec­
tion takee place with the cooperation 



Page 47 

of the congregation by voting from a,nomination that had been 
previouilly,made. 

The reason for this proposed change is 'that your Commit­
tee is of the opinion that the election as written in the ad~ 
dition, the congregation factually approves, and ther~f6re' 
a separate apnrobation, is no,t necessary. 

Adopted. 

6. In connection herewith yourCommi ttae', .points to the 
instruction from the Prospect <'ark, N. J.,' c.ongrega tion, which 
ie as followsl If Synod adoptp the revision pf the Ohurch Order, 
the right of Arts. 4, 5, 22, and 24·'f.or,.members of the congre- , 
gatioll be maintained according to the Confeseion of faith, Art. 
31, namely, "'We :believe that the ministers of the 1iord, the elders, 
and the "deacons ought to be"<chosen to-their reepective offices 
bY"" la,<ful election by i:n'" Church." 

"Lour Committee s'\lviees that Synod declare that with reB?ect 
to this reaainE of Art. 4, this right of the Church is maintained. 

Adopted. 

7. Your Comnit~ee advises to Change Art. 5, eo that the words 
"when the name of the Minister is presented, and after a period 
of fourteen days no lawful obj Bctions it hae cone," be deleteli~ ." 
and in its place etate$ "in the manner ae preeented in Art. 4. 
This for the Bame reason that red to the change in Art. 4. 

Adopted. 

8. To adopt without change Arts. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
Adopted. 

9. Your Com:nittee ad,viees to change Art. 13 'as follows I 
If it happens that any ministere because of age, Sickness, or 
other"is8 are inca?acitated for the performance of 'their duties, 
then they shall neverethelees.maintain the honor and the name 
of a f41,jiBter, and froma"'fund:'6I' the churches corporately, 
they be cared for by the Church, which they have served, accord_ 
ing to the genero.l' ecclesiastrC-aL ordinances in their honqrable 
need (as. also ths widows and the,'6rphans of the Ministers in 
pne~l~.. ' 

Grounds, 'al thus the local church is not prees~d with 
,heavy, burd·ens; 

b) thus there is in the care a better,agreement 
between practice and this article.' 

Adopted. 
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10. Your Oommi ttee advises to adopt without change Arts. 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 

Adopted., 

11. Havin~ considered the instruction from Olassis Orange 
City, page 16:' Agenda, e, that Art., 22 , thus revised beadop­
teds The elders ehall according to the judgment of the Consis_ 
tory and the deacons be chosen, according to the regulation 
establiehed by the Consistory, by which regulation eccording 
to the convenience of each Church shall be free beforehand to 
acquaint the members of the congregation ahead of time con­
cerning qualified persons ,and direct their attention before 
the election the number of elders that are necessa~l to pre­
sent to the congregation, in order from those (provided there, 
are nO,objectione) approved, by means of public prayers and 
stipulatione be installed, or a double number be presented to 
the congregation, in order to choose ons half of the nominattion', 
and Ll the Same manner be'installed, according to the Form 
deSignated there for. 

Adopted. 

12. Your Oommittee edvises to adopt unChanged Arts. 23, 24. 
Adopted. 

13. ltith respect to Art. 25, the ConSistory of Prospect 
Park, N. J., has an instruction on the Agenda, p. 15, 6, that 
thie Art. be read as followss "The office of the Deacons is to 
collect alme and other goo'de for the poor assiduDllsly, and to 
distribute the Same faithfully and diligently according to the 
need of those in want, both in and outside,'according to the 
decision of the ConSistory, to visit the bereaved, and comfort, 
and see to it that the alms are not misused. Whereof they shall 
report to the ConSistory, and the books shall annually be open 
for inspeotion by, the congregation. ft 

Your OOIll!llittee advises to adopt the draft without change. 

Conoerning the instruction of the ConSistory of Prospect 
Park, your Committee observes I 

1. '!'hat the firet proposed change of' P. P. that the deacons 
shall distribute according to the decision of the Ooneistory, 
a) Does no. har~onize with Art. 40, where it speaks of separate 
meetings of the deacons; b) The distribution with the, general ad­
vice has raferenceto mutual consultation among the aeacons, !ihich 
prevents arbitrary action; c} the deacons do stend under the 
supervision 
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of the Consistory, but in the sense that the Consistory gives 
the ground rules, but that"the deacons themselves make thei,r 
own regulations with respect to the distribution. 

'2. Concerning the second proposed_,change of P. P. that 
"the books be ooened for inspection ,,1;'o>l:ne congregation," your 

Commit"tee points out that accordirig'\tothe revision of Art. 
25'\the,:,;right of control by the con'gregation is sufficiently 
maintained. 

Advice,adonted. 

14. With respect to Art. 26, your Committee advises that 
the words "miserable one", the third line from the bottom, 
for the sake of clarity be changed to ·poor". 

Adopted. 

15. Your 'Committee edvises to alter Art. 29" and adopt 
it as follo;!'l":~ Four assemblies shall be maintained; the Con_ 
sistory, thii"Clsssical meetings, (the particular Synod), and 
the General Synod. The words ·or national" were by mistake 
included. 

Adopted. 

16. Your Co=itte,e proposes to adoot Articles 27, 28, 29, 
;50, ;51,';52, ", ;5~,.'1nc(mfo.rmitY:i"ith the .. draftoi' the advisers. 

Adopted. 

,17. Concerning the observation:of"'Classis Oran::;e City, Agen­
da 1914, p. 16, d, that:in,iArt~':';55 the word ·cantious" be changed 
to " "rangler"', your Committee peints out that Ol.ssis Orange -
City evidently is mistaken in its understanding of "cantious". 
Your Committee advises that the Artcle be adopted unaltered •. 

Adapted 

18. ThlI,t Synod adopt Artcles ;56 and ;57 unaltered. 
Adopted. 

19. To make Art. ;58 a complete sentence; that it be altered 
as folloWB~ "In place where the Oonsistory for "the first time 
or again is to be established, it shall not take place, except 
"ith the advio.e 0:' Claseis • 

., . ', Adoptad • 

20. To adopt Artciles ;59 and 40 without revieion. 
Adopted. 

21. In agreement with the instruction from Clsseie Orange 
City, Agenda 1914, p. 16, c, end in the spirit of 
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the instruction of the Consietory of Prospect Park, N. J., 
Agenda 1914, p. 15, 7, Art. 41 be revised that after the word 
":postpone" page 19, third line, the words "unl'ess far distances 
require thia" be added. 

Adopted. 

,22. Your Committee advisee that Articles 42, 4;, 44, 45, 
46, be adopted unaltered. 

Adoptsd. 

23. Concerning Artciles 47, 48, 49, your Committee proposes 
the following. With ree,pect to the instituting,' yes,or',no; (if'Par_ 
ticular Synods; your Committee proposes. 

a) The report concerning, this, Agenda, p. 35, be received 
as information; 

b) The conclusion of the Report, that, ~at least for the 
the ,?resent not to begin with the instituting of Particular 
Synods, Ii be accepted on the grounds giveJ;l in the reoort 
mentionedj 

c),The Articles concerning Particular Synods remain unal­
tered being placed in parentheses, as takes place in the draft 
cf the revision of the Church Order, and at the same time all 
what oertains to the remaining Artcles on Particular Synods 
to re~in as they are given ,in the draft for revision. 

Adopted. 

24. Your Committee recommends to adopt unaltered Articles 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55. 

25. That which concerns Art. 56, your Committee advises 
to be taken over literally from the'Netherlands nevis ion, and 
the proposed al teration of Classie Orange City, concerning the 
this Article, AWenda 1914, p. 16, d, be not accepted, and con­
se~uently read worship" and not "gathering". 

Adopted. 

26. Your Committee aaV1ses to adopt without alteration 
Articl"s 57; 58, 59, 60, 61, ,62, 63, 64, 65, and 66. 

, Adopted. 

27. In agreement with the instructions from Olasses Orange 
City and Srand Rapids West, and from the Consistory of Prospect 
Park, N. J., your OOlIl!llittee proposes to alter Art. 67, and to 
adopt the same in this manner' "The churches shall observe, in 
addition to the Sunday, also Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, 
AscenSion Day, ?entecost, Day of Prayer, the National Thanks­
giving Day, and Old and New Year's Day. 

Adopted. 
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28. Having considered the instruction from the Cone is tory 
of Prospect. Park, N. J. ,. Agenda 1914, p, 15, 4, the "'may· in 
Art. 68 be changed to "must-, your Com",i ttes advises to a bide 
by the reading of the draft. 
Grounds, a} It is-according to Dordt.andcthe"Netherlands 

revieion; 
b} It must not be too binding. 

Adopted. 

29. Your Committee advises Synod to adopt unaltered Arti­
cles 69, 70, 71, 72, 7" 74, 7'); 76,- 77, 78. 

Adopted. 

,0. Concerning Art. 79 thsreie-an instruction from the 
Consistory of Prospect Park, N. J .-, Agenda, p. 16, 5, "When 
Ministers of the Divine -Word, Eldere,-or Deacons.com",it a 
public gross·sin, which i6 a disgrace to thp Church, or worthy 
of punishment by the State, they ehall im",edietel,' hi! sue pend_ 
..ad RY.the ConSistory; ,.hether they ehall be exoelled, if they 
be Ministere of ~he Word, shall be left to the judgment of 
01aseie, but for ·.Eldem and Deacons the Consistory shall seek 
advice fro~ a neighboring Consistory.···' .. · .. ". ' .. 

Your Oommittee advises to abide by the reading of 'the draft. 
Adopted. 

31. Your Committee advises to adopt 'unal tared Articles 
80 and 81. 

Adopted. 

,2. CIaeeis Orange City desires, (Of. Agenda, p. 16, cJ, 
that Ii note be added to Art. 82, "It is left to the freedom 
of the Oonsistories to send certificates of membership or 
to give them personally to the persons concerned." 

Your Oommi ttee advises to leave the article unaltered 
because of the character that a certificate of membership 
should possess. 

Adopted. 

". Your Committee advis.es to adopt una 1 teredArticles 
8" 84, 85,86. 

Adopted. 
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"llie Church Order, with the printing errore eliminated, 
and altered according to the above mentioned decieions, is 
as follo,"s: 

CHURCH ORDER 

Of the Christian Reformed Church, as it "as revised by the 
Synod of 1914, held at Chicago,Illinois. 

Article 1. 

For the maintenance of good order in the Church of Christ 
it iE necessary that there should be certain offices and assem.­
blies, Bupervision of doctrin_e, sacraments, f'cirme of worship 
and Christian Discipline; of which matters ,the following arti­
cles treat indue order. 

Of the Offices 

Article 2 •. 

The offices are fourfold: the Ministers of the \~or.d; the 
Professors of Theology, the Elders snd the Deacons. '" 

Article 5. 

No one, though he be a professor of theology, elder or 
deacon,~hall be permitted to administer the Word and the 
sacraments without having 'been lawfully called. If anyone acts 
contrary to this rule, and after being frequently admonished, 

'aoes not desist, the clsssie shall judge whether he is to be 
declared schismatic or is to be punished in some other way. 

Article 4. 

The lawful calling of those who were not previously in of­
fice consists: 

First, in the election, which after prayers have been of­
fered, shall ,be conducted by the consistory and the deacons, 
with due observance of the regulation eetablished for this pur­
pose by the consistory, and of the eccleeiastical ordinance 
that only thoee can for the first time be called to the Minis_ 
try.of the Word who have be,en declared eligible. by the, ,churches, 
according ,to the rule in thie I!l8tter; and furthermore with the 
advice of claeeie or of the couneelor appointed for thie nur­
pose b:r the 01aeei6. 

<lecondly, in the examination with respect to doctrine and 
life, which shall be conducted by the classis to'which the 
call must be submitted for approval, and 
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which ehall take nlsce in the presence of three delegatee ap_ 
pointed by the Synod from the neareet classee. 

Thirdly, in the approval by the members of the calling 
church, which t ... kell place when the name of the minister is 
announced for two ,successive Sundays and"'no lawful' obstacle 
arisee. This approval is, however, not required in case the 
congrega tion co_operates in the election by chOOSing o~t of 
a nomination previously made. Finally, in the public installa­
tion in the congregation, which shall take place with appro_ 
priate stipulations and questions, admonitions and 'prayer.,' 
and the laying on of hands by the officiating minieter (and by 
other ministers preeent with him) agreeably to the adopted 
Form. 

Article 5. 

Hiniiters already in eervice'who are called to another 
congregation shall likewise be called in the aforesaid menner, 
by the consistory and the deacone, with tne observance of the 
regulation medefor the purpose by the consistory and of the 
general ecclesiastical ordinances for the eligibility of those 
who have served outeide of the ChrietianReformed Ohurch, and 
for the repeated calling of the same minister during the sama. 
vacancy, with the adVice of theclassis or of the couneelor 
appointed by the claseis and"w'ith the app-roval of the classis 
or, of the de.lega tee, ... eppo.inted by the clBse is ,to ... whom the minis­
ters:cBlled shall show"good ecclesiastical teatimonial of doc­
trine and life, with the approval of the members of the calling 
congregatiorr, ae .stated in Article 4; whereupon the ministers 
called shall be installed with appropriate stipulations and 
prayers, agreeably to the adopted Form. 

Article 6 •. 

No minieoter'.shall serve as such in institutions of mercy 
or be otherwise engaged, unless he be previously admitted in 
accordance with the preceding articles, and he shall,- ae well' 
ae others, be subject to the Church Order. 
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Article 7. 

No one shall b,e called to the Ministry of the Word with­
out his beine stationed in a,particular place, except he be 
sent to do church extension work; 

Article 8. 

Persons \4ho have not pursued the regular course of study­
in preparation for the Ministry of the Word and have there­
fore not been declared eligible according to Article 4, shall 
not be admitted to the ministry, unless there is ample assur­
ance of their exceptional gifts, piety, humility, modesty, 
sound judgment, as also gifts of public address. Whan such per­
sons present themselves for the ministry, the cleesis, _ (if the 
(particular) Synod approve) shall first -examine them, a-nd fur­
ther deal \4ith them as it shall deem edifying, according to 
the general regulation of the churchee; 

Article 9. 

Preachers \4ithout a fixed charge, or others ,.ho have left 
some sect, ehall not be admitted to the ministry of the church 
until they have been declared eligible after careful examina­
tion by the classis, with the approval of Synod. 

Article 10. 

No minister, once legally called, may leave the congrega­
tiori to 'which he is bound, and accept a call elsewhere, wi thaut 
the consent of the consistory together with the deacons, and 
knowledge on the part of the class is; and like\4ia~, no other 
church ""'y receive him until he has p.resented a la":!'ul testi­
monial of hie departure from the church and the clsssis 'where 
he served. 

Article 11. 

On ipe other hand, the conEistory representing the congre_ 
gation shall be bound to provide suitably for her ministers, 
and shall not dismiss them from service without the knowledge 
snd approval of the classis, and of the delegates of the Synod 
(Particular ). 

Article 12. 

Inasmuch as a Minister of the Word, once lawfully called, 
is bOll..'1d to the eervice of the church for life, 
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he is not allowed to enter u!'on a secular vocation exce!'t for 
such weighty reasons as shall receive the ap!)roval of the classis. 

Article 1,. 
1~ini6tere who by reaeon of age-,._ e,iclmesB,. or otherwise, 

are rendered incaoable of performing the duties of the minis­
try, shall nevertheless retain the name and the honor of a min­
ister, and the church which they have served shall provide for 
them in their need (likewise for the orphans and widows of all 
ministers) out of a com::oon fund of the churchea, according to 
the general ecclesiastical ordinance in this matter. 

Article 14. 

If any miniet~~, fol".the· afQreeaid or a)'lY" o:ther reason, ie 
compelled to discontinue h:j.s.e~ice for a time, t<hich ehall not 
take place without the advic6",pf the consistory,he ehall at 
all tines be and reoain subje"t to the call of the ·"pngregation. 

Articile 15. 

No minister, having lej'·'t the ministry of his e>hurch, or 
being Hithout a fixed charge, shall be allowed to preach wi th­
out the consent and a11thori ty of the Synod or classis. Like_ 
wise, no one.shall be permitted to preach or administer the 
8acra~ent6 in another church, without the consent of the con­
sistory of that church. 

Article 16. 

The off.ice of the oinister ie to persevere in prayer and 
in the ;.lini.try of the liord, to die!,ense the sacraments, to 
watch over his brethren, the elders and deacons, as well as 
the congregation, and finally, together with the elders, to 
exercise Ohristian discipline and to see to it that every_ 
thing is done decently and in good order. 

'. Article 17. 

Equali ty ehall be maintained aClonr: the Ministers of the 
~brd with respect to the duties of' their office and in all other 
matters aa far aa poseitle, accordinr: to the judgment of the 
conSistory and, if necesa'l-ry; according~t" the. judgment of' the 
ahall be maintained among the elders and the deacons. -
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Article 18. 

The. office of the Doctors or Professors of Theology is 
to explain Holy-Scripture, and to defend sound doctrine against 
heresies and errors.' 

Article 19. 

The churcheB shall exert themBelves, as far as necessary, 
that there may be students Eupnorted by them to be tr.ained for 
the ~iinistry of the Word. 

Article 20. 

Students who have received permission accordine to the 
rule in this matter, and persons "ho have according to Article 
8 been judged competent to be prepared for the Ministry of 
the Word, shall for their own training, and for the sake of 
becoming known to the congregations, be allowed 'to apeak a word 
of edification in the congregational services. 

Article 21. 

The consistories everywhere shall see. to it that there 
are good Ohristian schools, where the parents have their child­
ren i!1struct.ed according to the demands of the covena.nt. 

Article 22. 

The. election of the elders shall be determined by the judg­
·ment of the consistory together with the deacons, according 
to the regulation fixed by the consistory. iYhere local circum­
stances make it advisable the members (in full co""rruniun) may 
be given an opportunity to direct attention to suitable per_ 
sons, in order that the consistory may thereupon present to 
the congregation for election as many elders as are needed, 

. that they may after" they are approved by it, unless any obsta_ 
cle arise, be installed with public prayers and stipulations, 
or present a douhle nomination to the congregation and there­
upon install those chosen by it, in the aforesaid manner, 
agreeably, to the adoptod Form. 

Article 23. 

The office of the elders, in addition to what was,de­
clared (in Article 16) to be their duty in common with the 
Minist.ers of the Word, is to take heed that the ministers to­
gether with their other fellow-elders and the deacons fai th­
fully 1'ill their office, and both before and after 
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Lord's Supper, as time and circumstances may· demand for the 
edification of the churchee to visi tthe families in order par­
ticularlyto comfort·and instruct the members, and also to ex­
hort others to (profess) the Ohristian religion. 

Article 24. 

The deacons Shall be chosen, approved, and installed in 
the same manner as waS stated concerning the elders. 

Article 25. 

The office peculiar to the deacons is diligently to col_ 
lect alms and other contributions of charity, and after mutual 
counsel faithfully and diligently to distribute toe same, to 
strangers as well' ae to the "regular members, a~/their needs 
may requir'e; to visit aird, ccO!lIf.orttha distress'ed', and to exer­
cise care that the alms are no''!:' misused},"df'the distribution 

.. ·.,;·:Of which they shall render an account in conSistory and also, 
if any choose to be present, in congregational maeting at such 
a time as the consistory shall sae fit. 

Article 26. 

In places t.her.e others are devoting themselves to charity 
work, the deacons shall aim to keep in close touch t.ith them, 
to the ena that the' alms may be distributed where the need is 
greatest.. ;·loreover, they shall make it possiblef'o·r·the poor 
to"make use of institutions of mercy, and to that end·they· shall 
request the ,Board of Directors of such institutions to keep in 
close touch with them. It is also desirable that the deaconries 
assist and consult one another, esoecially in caring for the 
poor in such inst.itutions • 

. ArtiCle 27. 

The elders and the deacone shall serve two or lJlQre years 
according t.o local regulation,and an equal number shall retire 
each yoar', "The retiring off'icers "shall be succeeded by others, 
unless the circumstances and·'the profit of eome church render 
re-election adVisable, in ·the execution o!: Articles 22 Bnd 24. 

Article 28. 

The coneistories ehall exercise care that . the' churches be 
able to claim protection from the state in the holding of their 
property, and for the.preeervstion of peace and order in their 
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meetings ___ on the express condition, however, that they may 
never, for the sake of peace or material possessions, do vio­
lence in the slightest degree to the Kingship of Christ over 
His Church. 

Of EccleSiastical Assemblies 

Article 29. 

Four ecclesiastical assemblies shall be maintaineds The 
Consistory, the Classis, (the Particular Synod), and the 
General SYnod. 

Article ,0. 
In these assemblies ecclesiast.ical matters only shall be 

transacted and that in an ecclesiastical manner. In greater 
assemblies only such matters shall be considered as could not 
be finished in lesser assemblies, or as nertain to the church­
es of the assembly in common. 

Article ,1. 
If anyone complain that he has been wronged by the. deci­

sion ofa lesser .assembly, .he shall have the right to appeal 
to a grester assembly, and whatever may be decided by a major­
ity vote shall be considered binding unless it be proved to 
conflict with the Word of God Dr with the articles of this 
Ohurch Order, as long as they are not changed by the General 
Synod. 

Article 52. 

The transactions of the assemblies shall begin with prayer 
and be closed with thanksgiving. 

Article ,5. 
Delegates to the assemblies sha,ll take with them .their 

credentials and instructions signed by those sending them, 
and· they shall have a vote. in all matters except auch as par­
ticularly concern their persons or churches. 

Article ,4. 

In all assemblies there shall be· not only a preSident, 
but alBo a clerk to keep a faithful record of all important 
matters. 
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Article ,5 . 

. ·'..rne duty of' the president is to state and exp18inthe busi-" 
ne'se to. be transacted, to see to it that each speaker observes 

. the rules of' order, to silence those who are captious and vehe­
'ment ir.. speaking, and to pronerly discipline them if' they re­
f'use···to·lieten. Hie duties ahal·l cease with the termination of' 
the assembly. 

Article ,6. ,--,'.: 

The claseis shall have the eame jurisdiction over the 
oonsistory as the Particular S~mod has over the classis, and 
the General Synod over the Particular. 

Article'7 • 

.. In all churches ther,r'shall be a consistory composed of' 
the Hinisters of' the liard and the eld ere, who "t least in lar­
ger congregations shall, as a rule, meet once a week. The Min­
ister of' the Word shall preside. If' there be a plurality of' 
ministers, they shall preside in rotation. ifuerevet the number 
of' elders is 'small, the deacons may be added ·to thE>. consistory 
by local regulation. This shall invariably be the rule where 
the nunber is less than three. 

Article ,5. 
No consistory shall be constituted f'or the first time or 

anew without the advice of claseis. 

Article ,9. 
Places where as yet no conSistory can be constituted shall 

be entrusted to the care of a neighboring consistory. 

'. Article 40. 

Likewiee the aeaconif'shall meet, wh.erever necessery every 
week, prayerfully to transiit:t·the business pertaining to their 
of'fice; of which transactions the ministers shall take good 
heed. If' neceesary the ministers shall also attend these 
meetings-. 

Article 41. 

The cla'sBical meetings ehall consist of' neighboring church­
es that respectivelY delegate, with proper credentials,. a mini­
ster and elder to meet at such time and place as wae .determined 
by the previous classical meeting. Such ;"eetings Shall be held 

. . 
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at least once in three months, unless great distances render 
this ·-inadvisable. In these meetings the ministers shall preside 
in rotation, or shall be chosen to preside; however, ·the Bame 
minister shall no~ be choeen twice in succession. 

Furthermore, the president shall, among other things, put 
the follm<ing questions to the delegates of each church: 

1. Ara consistory meetings held in your churchT 
2. Is church discipline exercieed? 
5 •. Are the poor and Ohristian schools cared forY 
4. Finally, do yOU need the judgment and the help of clas­

sis for the proper gove~nment of your church! 

Ana, finally, at one but the last meeting and, if neces_ 
sary, at the lest meeting before the (Particular) Synod, dele­
gates "shall be chosen to attend said Synod. 

Article 42. 

If in any church there is a plurality of ministers, also 
those not delegated according to the aforesaid article shall 
have .the right to attend classis with advisory vote. 

Article 45. 

At the close of the classical and .synodical meetings, 
those "'ho have in the meeting done something \mrthy of pun­
ish!llent or \·,ho have scorned the admonition of the lesser 
assemblies, shall be disciplined. 

Article 44. 

The ciasei .. shall authorize at least tHO of her oldest, 
most experienced and competent ministers to visit all the 
churchss once' al -year, and to take heed whether the ministers 
and the consistories faithfully perform the duties of their 
office, adhere to sound doctrine, observe in all things the 
accepted form of government, end properly promote as much as 
in then lies, through "ord and deed, the upbuilding of the 
congregation, in particular of the youth, to the end that 
they =ny in time fraternally admoriish those who have in anything 
been negligent, and may by their advice and assistence help 
direct all things unto the 'eeaee, upbuilding, and greatest ad_ 
vantage of the churches. And each claeeis may continue these 
visitors in service as long as it sees fit, except where the 
visi tore themeselves alk to be released for reasons acceptable 
to the claseis. ' 

• 
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Article 45. 

J;t shall be the duty of the church in which the classis 
and li~ewise the (Particular) Synod meete to furnish the fol­
lowing meating with the minutes of the preceding. 

Article 46. 

Instructioneconcerning matters to be considered in greater 
assemblies shall not be written uni.ilthe decisions of the pre­
vious Synods touching theee metters have been read, in order 
that ' . .,hat was once decided be not again proposed, unless a re­
vision be deemed necessary. 

Article 47.'.0 

(Every year, or. if need be oftener., faur or five or more 
neighboring classes shall meet as a Particular Synod, to which 
each claseis shall delegat'L"two ministers and blo elders. At 
the close both of the Particular and General Synod some church 
shall beampowered to determine. with ad.vice of classie, the 
tims ana plilc e ~f the next SynGd.) 

Article 48. 

(£.sch Synod shall be·at··.liberty to.solicit'and 'hold.'cor-"­
respondence· with·'ite 'neighboring Synod or Synods, in such a men­
ner aeshall be judged most conducive to general edification.) 

Article 49. 

(EaCh Synod ehall appoint delegates to carry out such de­
ciSions as regard the state or the respective classes under its 
jurisdiction. Likewise, some or .all of theee deleegtee must 
sunervise the examination of all future ministers. Moreover, 
they shall behi~lpful to the classes in all other difficulties 
that may arise, iriorder· that unity, order, and soundness of 
doctrine shall be- maint·ained and promoted. They shall also keep 
a caref'ul record of; •.... and report, all their doings t.o the Synod, 
and, if required, offer such explanations as may be asked. They 
shall also continue in service until the Synod releases them.} 

Article 50. 

The General Synod ahall ordinarily meet once every two 
yeare,· ul?-+13s-s-· D"re"eeing need demand an earlier session. Three 
ministars and three eldere shall be delegated to the Synod 
from each cla8sis. 
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I~ it becomea necessary in the opinion o~ at least three 
classes to call a' meeting of Synod within two years, the loc!'l' 
ohurch designated ~orthis purpose sh~il determine time and' 
place. 

Article 51. 

The missionary work o~ the church among 4~A heathen and 
among the Jews is regulated by means o~ its Mission 'Order. 

Article 52. 

Inasmuch ae several languages are spoken in the churches 
the necessary translation shall be made in the ecclesiastical 
asser:lblies, and in the publicstion ofrecomr:lendations, ',in-' 
etructione, ':anc -'-decisione. 

~ Doctrine, Sacraments, and Usages. 

Article 5;5. 

The Ministers of the Word of God and the Profeseore o~ 
Theology (to whom the other pro~essors and the schogl teach: .... ·· 
ers oucht. to be added) shall subscribe to the three 'Reformed 
Standards; namely,the Belgic Co~ession o~ Faith, the Heidel­
berg Catechism, and the Canons o~ Dordrecht, 1618-19, and the 
14inisters o~ the Word, who refuse to do BO sha 11 de ~acto be 
susp,md'ed ~rom their o~fice by the consistory or classis, un­
til thev have given eatis~actory explanation, and if they ob­
stinately 1)ersist in refusing, they ehall be deposed from 
their of~ice. 

Article 54. 

Likewise the elders and deacons shall subecribe to the 
a~oresaid Standards. 

Article 55. 

Both ministers and elders ehall uee every meane available, 
namely, teaching, refut.at.ion, warning, and admonition, in the 
Ministry of ~he 'iord, and in Ohristian teaching and house visi­
tation, to guard against falee teachings and errora that mul­
tiply exceedingly through heretical writings. 
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Article 56. 

The Covenant of God shall be sealed unto the children of 
Christians by 'baptism ae soon as possible, and in the congre­
-gat'i-on-at the tillleof "public 'Worship • 

Article 57. 

The ministers shall faithfully urge the father to offer 
the child for bap~ism. 

Article '58. 

In "the: ceremony of baptj.sm, ;both ofccbildran and",of:,adul ts, 
the ministers·shall UEe the respective forms drawn for the ad_ 
:ninistration of this sacrament. 

Article 59. 

Adul ts are through baptism incnrpora ted,. unto and accepted 
ae members of the Christian church, wherefore they are obliged 
also to ?artake of the Lord's Supper, which: they"shall nromise 
todo at their baptism.' 

Article 60. 

The names of those baptized, together with those of the 
narents, and likewise the date of birth', ehall be recorded. 

Article 61. 

Only those shall be admitted, to the Lord's Sup?er who have 
msde contes"s ion of the HeformedI'~1igioh, in acc~r~ance with 
the usage 'of the church which they join, and who are known to 
be pious in their walk, nor ehall anyone lacking these requi­
ei teE be admitted i'ro!Jl other" churches. 

Article 62. 

Everv church she,ll administer the Lord's Sunner in euch a 
manner ae'it ehall judge,moet condusive to edification; pro­
Vided, ho\;6ver, that' the Duhlard form ae presented ,in God' E 

Word ba not, changed and all superstition be avoided, ,and that 
at th" conolusion of the preaching and congregational prayer 
the form for the administration of the Lord's Sunper together 
with the prayer oQ!Jlpoeed for this purpose, be read. 
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Article 63. 

The- Lord' e Supper shall be administered at least every 
two or three months. 

Article 64. 

:'he Lord's SupDer shall be administered only at euch placee 
as are under Bupervision of elders in accordance with the rule 
or the ohurchee and only in public congregational 1'lOrship. 

Article 65. 

Funeral services shall not be introduced. 

Article 66. 

In t~me6 of "iar, pestilence, national calamities, and other 
great afflictions, the pressure of which is felt t'oroufhout t':le 
churches, it is fitting that the ·cla~eiE proclaim Days of Prayer. 

Article 67. 

The churches shall observe, in addition to the Sunday, 
aleo Chrietmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost, 
Day of p,.ayer, the National Thanksgiving Day. and Old arid New 
Yearls Day. 

Article 68. 

Every minister·ehall on the Lord 1 s Day explain briefly 
the sUrl:l8.ry 0:' Christian doctrin-e cO!!lprehended ~in the" Heidel_ 
berg Catechism So that ae much as possible the explanation 
shall be annually completed in accordance with the division 
of the Catechism made for that purpose. 

Article 69. 

unly the 150 Psalms of DaVid, the Ten Oommandments, the 
Lord's Prayer, the Twelve Articles of Faith, the Songs of Mary, 
Zachariae, end Si~eon, the Morning and 3vening Hymns, and the 
Hymn of Prayer befors the Ser:non, shell be sung in the "Ohurch"s. 

Article 70. 

Since it is proper that marriage be eole~nized in the 
congregation of Chriet, according to tha adopted Form, the 
consisto~ies shall take good heed of this matter. 
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Of Ecclesiastical Admonition and Discipline. 

Article 71. 

Just aa Ohrietian discipline ia spiritual" and exempts no 
-one-i'rom--crivil triai;' andc-puni1J1Illl8n t, an.rceol'eu--beS±d as ..:i vil 
punish!aent.. there is need. of: Ohriatiandiscipline to reconcile 
the offender with the church and his·'·neighbor and to rid the 
Ohurch of Ohriat·of the offense. 

Artic.le 72. 

I:n case-',ft-nyane errs ~n doctrine or offends in conduct, 
as long as the sin is of a private character, not givinJ; pub­
lic offense,_the rule clearly prescribed by Christ in Matthew 
18 shall ·be'followed·. 

Article 75 • 

. Secret sins of which the offender repents, after being 
admonished by one person in,,~vate or in the presence of two 
,Qr three witnesses, ehall>·nbt lr .. ·-le:id before the' consistory • 

Article 74. 

If anyone has cot:l!lli tted a secret offense and has been ad­
monished in love by two or three persona, but does not heed, 
or hae committeed a !Jublic offense, the matter shall be report­
ed to the consistary~ 

Article 75. 

The reconciliation of all such offenses -a6 are of a'.pub_ 
lic..:h"racter or have becot:le public because the aciUlOnition of 
the chllrch waa despiaed ahall take place (upon sufficient evi_ 
dence of' repentance) in.-.such a manner as the consistory shall 
deem conducive to the"ild:tfication of each church. If, in apar_ 
ticular caee, any caneistory cannot agree Be to whether the 
confession shall be public or not, the. advice of' tl10 neighbor­
ing ch'lrches or of claSal.a. ehl>1l be sought. 

Article 76. 

Such as obstinately rej ect ,-the.· .. dmonition of the consis­
tory, or have cO!ll!llitted a Dublic. or otherwise gross offense, 
sha Hbe sus",enaed from the" Lord 18 Sup!Jer. A~d if, afterb"etng 
suepenced and repeatedly admonished, they do not~'ilhow any 
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marks of repentance, the coneistory shall finally proceed to 
the last remedy, namely, excom~unication, agreeably to the a­
dopted Form in accordance with the Word of God. No one, how­
,ever, shall be excommunicated 'except ,,,ith the consent of Olas­
sis. 

Article 77 • 

After susuension from the Lord's Table, and subsequent 
'admoni tiona, and before proc.eeding to excommunication, the ob_ 
atinacy of the offender shall be publicly made known to the 
congreeation, the offense explained, together with the care 
bestowed upon him, in reproof, suspension from the Lord's Sup_ 
per, and repeated admonition, and the congregation Shall" be 
exhorted to speak to him and pray for him. There ~hell be three 
such edmonitions. In the first ,the name of the otfender shell 
not be mentioned' that he be somewhat spared. In the second, 
with the aporoval of the cleseis his name shall be expressed. 
In the third the congregation shall be informed that unless 
'> .. repent he will be excluded from the fellowship of the 
church, eo that his excommunication, in case he remains ob­
stinate, may take place "ith the tacit approbation of the 
church. 'fue interval between the admonitions shall be left to 
the discretion of the consistory. 

Article 78. 

Whenever an excommunicated person deei,res to become recon_ 
ciled to the church in the way of penitence" it shall be an­
nounced to the congregation either before the celebration of 
th~ Lordls SuP?er, or at some other op~ortu~e ti~e, in order 
that, if no objections are raieed, he may ,.ith profession of 
his conversion be publicly reinetated, according to the Form. 

Article 79. 

If elders and deacone have committed any publiC gross of­
fense, which is a disgrace to the church, or worthy of punish­
ment by the state, the consistory in conjunction with the neigh­
boring coneisotry ehall immediate~y proceed to their trial, 
and upon conviction either 8uepend or expel them from office. 
If Ministers of the Word have committed like offense,the pro­
cedure shall be the same as in the case of the elders and dea_ 
cons, exc!'ptthat exuulsion from office shall be th9 prerogative 
of the classia, together "ith {the advice of' the delegates of 
the (Particular) Synod mentioned in Article 11. 
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Article 80. 

·The f'ollo\<ing are to be considered as the principal of­
fenses that deserve the punishment of suspension or removal 
from off;i.l;'H heresy, pug.licschism, .. J1qbUc_.!JJ,aspl:>~my, _ s.imony, 
faithless desertion from· office or. intrusion upori that of an­
other, perjury, adultery, fornication, theft, acts of violence, 
drunkenness, brawling, filthy lucre,---in short all such sine 
and grose offenses as render their perpetratore infamous before 
the "orld and "hich in any private member would be considered 
worthy of excommunication. 

Article 81. 

Ministere of the 1iord, elders, and deacons, shall, before 
partaking of the Lord's Table, exercise Ohristian censure among 
themselves end in a friendly spirit admoniSh one another with 
regard to the performance of the duties of their respective 
offices. 

Article 82. 

The consistory ehall give to those that leave the congre_ 
gation a certificate of their confeasion and walk, Signed by 
two members of the coneietDry, or by one in case the seal of 
the church is affixed. . 

Article 85. 

Such poor ae leave for sufficient res EonS , the ,deacons 
shall furnish with So much money for travelling as they deem 
adequate. The consistory and the deacons shall not be too 
ready, however, to relieve their own congregations of the 
care of the poor, only to burden other congregations unneces­
sarily. 

Article .84. 

l'here'shall be nO lordship in God's church, whether of 
one church over another church, of one minister over other 
ministers, of one elder or deacon over other elders and 
deacons. 

Article 85. 

Churches whose usages differ from our merely in non­
ees.entia 18 shall not be rej ected. 
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Article 86. 

The foregaing articles, tauching the lawful regulation 
Dfthe church, have been so made and accepted by CQlll!Ilon consent, 
withtheutierstanding that they may be and ought t,o be altered, 
adeed to, or reduced, whenever the good of the churches so de­
mande. H-owever, no -'single congregation, -claeeis or (P.~rticul9.r 
Synod) shall have the right to do.. so, but they shall d'iligent­
lyo])serve them until the General Synod 81 ters them. 

Article 61. 

Clasing Devatians • 

. AFTEfu'\fOON S3:SSION, THURSDAY, ,JUNE 25. 

Article 62. 

Opening Devotians. 

Article 63. 

Oontinuation of the Oommittee of.Pre_advice ps:rtaining 
to. Ohurch Order (Art. 60). 

Tne instructians fram 01ss6es Grand Rapids West alld Hus­
kegon, concerning "hich the Committee far Revision of the Church 
Order also. has advice to. give. See Acts 1912, Art. 62, p. 50. 

1. The instruction fram OlaBBis Grand Raoids West is as 
follol"'ss "'!'here is something wanting in the ~~ee~ions which 
are asked with nublic Prof'8s-fiionof faith -in our Church, since 
nathing is asked as we find in Questian ~l o~ the Catechism, 
with respect- toknowledge of sin and salvation as necessary to 
appraach the Lord's Ta"bls, but anly the doctrine of thenkful­
ness, hence OlasEis proposes that after the ~reBent first ques­
tion c-oncerning doctrine, tOo ask 'the f'ollowing: IDc you con­
fees that you, in accoreancs with that doctrine, have learned 
to be ai8cleeeed with youreelf because of your sins and yet 
trlJst -:'hat these Bre fargiven for the sake of Chriet, resting 
in his ?romiees, as being sufficient for your salvation!·!" 

Your Com~ttee advisee not to consider this ~tter upon 
the basis af the Revision Oommittee, page 5 of the Repart, 
where it states; "Becauee of the deeired inclusion 'of Grana 
Rapids West is factually already comp-rehended .. in the first 
quss-1: ion. 

The fallawing substitute is sdooted: 
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"S'mod revokes t"e canclueian 'under Paint 4, Art. 62, Acts 
1912, cansidering that at present it"is not desirable to. make 
changes iri the <;jusstiorJl with respect to. Public Pro::'eesion of···· 
Faith. The ground for this revocatian ie,given,;.,in.,Pre;';advice." 

2. The ,instructionfl'om,.ol~seis" Mu#k~'gBif' ie asfbllow8: 
"Synod declare whether the ceI'ti,ficate of membership af mem­
bers S'lnt to. a sister cangregation, are members af the church 
which' sent the certificate, ar belong then to the church to. 
which the certificate was sent,. a8 lang a8 no. informatian has 
been receivedths·t the certificate has been accepted." 

Your Qommi ttee advises to. adont the advice a::', the Revision 
Oammitt;ilE;;' which is ae fallows I "That according to. Art. 82 af 
the Ohhrch Order a certif'icateof;,member.ehio be given to. the' 
pere.oiS";d epa rting, "and ''hlHl't'che,aha1.1 nat, be carie id.ered a member 
of'ilny ather church un'til he has handed in his certificate, 
anti that hie membership wilL in time'lapse if he 0.0"8 nat hand 
in hie certifica te ... ·" 

Adopted'. 

Article 64. 

~,The Committee for Pre,-advice submits f"ur'instructions 
concerning the revision of Synodical decisiona, naI!I"ely, two-­
from C1aa'8is MUSkegon, one eachfro.m Classis Zeeland and the 
Cone is 'tory of Kenosha, Wiscon8·iO:; 

1 •. The first instruction from Cla-ssie MUSkegon, (Agenda, 
F" 1;)'), i. as follaws: ·01asei8 requests Synod, in connection 
·with the revision of the Church Order, p. 9, par. 1, .. to read 
Be follows-s 'Since serving a congregation for a ehott·:-'·1;'im-e:.,:"­
generally is contrary to the beet intereet of the church, 
consistories are not permitted to call such a minieter within 
two 'yeare without the consent of the Clae8i. to which the 
minister belongs.,11 

Your Committee advieeethat' SynoeP do notenter" .. 
into this matter. Ground I 

It cbns'ie),ers''':eu"h,,»e' decision to be·too binding 'on .. 'the 
churche;',.', 

Your Com<nit'tee advisee thet Synod declarel Since a short 
term of service works to the detriment of a churc'h, consistories 
are edvisea not to call' ministers who heve only been in the. 

church they are serving but a short time. 
Adopted. 

2. The second instruction from Claesis MUBKegon(Agenda, 
p. l;}, iFas follows: "Synod delete the laet part 
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of Art. 55, ;;, b, Acts 1906 (.without the adice o~ ClBesis), 
and adopt ·the following I 'Oalling Ii" mini!iter'.twice;.during~, .. 
the same. vacancy>' shall!)ot take place within a year.' 
Grounds: Because thereby both ministers and churches some_ 
times get into difficulties, and it does not harmonize with 
the calling.'" 

Your Committee"advises Synod not to adopt this instruction 
becBuee it is too binding. 

Adopted. 

5. The instruction from Olaeeie Zeeland, (Agenda, ,p. I;;), 
ie as follo)"sl ~Since. what we have with respect to the 
eligibility of celling our miniatera---Art.5, 9---i8 not suf_ 
ficient apparently, Synod make a further rule concerning the time 
... that an officiating minister may be placed on a trio. The 

. counselor will 869 to it that this 'rule i8 adhered' to. In ex­
ceptional ceSes Clas6is shall make ita judgment. 

you~ 00m5ittee advises not to adopt this, Ei~C6 a previous 
decision is 8ufficien~; moreover, one cannot decide each instance 
by a Synodical regulation, which Claesis Zeeland iteelf feels 
in the last part ,of its instruction, namely, "In 8xc8ntional 
cases 01as6is shell make 8 judgment." 

Adopted. 

4. The instruction from the consistory 'of Kenosha, It'i8con­
.. Sin, .Agenda, .p •. 15},isasfol1olYSI" Synod delete tUe· expression 

I comparatively short time'., in Art. 5, 9, in our OhurchOrder 
and inateac. state a definite time, c.oDeidarings 

1) The expression -comparatively short time" can appar­
ently be understood various waye; 

2} To be prevented as much as possible that the given 
expression give an occasion with the case of calling a minis­
ter of the Word for one consistory to do what another in our 
church period ica 1 condemne. M 

Your OOIn!nit~ee advises not to adopt this instruc'tion, 
since such a Synodical rule does not exist, and your' Oommittee 
in its action of the first instruction of 01assis J~uske2"on ' 
(see above 1), has made a proposal which provides for this need. 

Adopted. 

Furthermore ,there is:. 

5. An instruction from Olassis Grand Rapids Weet, Agenda, 
p. 15), a8 follOWS$ ·Oonsidering our Church Order 8ay6 nothing 
concerning resignation 
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of' membership by members who are under ecclesiastical dealings, 
Synod decid-e concerning this resignation to make a generally 
prevailing rule, in order thst in this matter there be more 
uniformity, and so consistories may know how they are deal in 
such CBses. 

Your Committee advises Synod not to adopt this instructionl 
Grounds: a) abnormal cases are not.to be regulated by Synod in 
the abstract; b) concrete cases follow the procedure of Oonsis_ 
tory, Olassis, Synod. 

~dopted. 

6._An instruction from Olassis Muskegon, Agenda, p. 14}, 
as f'ollows: ~If' in the report mentioned on p. 10, Art. 7, 2, 
revision of' the Ohurch Order should be a continuini matter, 
would it not then be necessary to make "ork of' it! 

Your Committee advises Synod to declare that it lies in 
the way of' each Olassis to judge for itself' if' more "ork has 
to be made of it. 

Adopted. 

7. An instruction f'rom 0198sis Muskegon, (Agenda, p. 14), 
as follows I "Oleseis asks S-mod in connection with the ""vieion 
of' theOhurch Order, p. 10, Art. 7, 1, "here we read: 'The 
churches take three collections, etc.'Since the Dom~8tic Mis_ 
sions are n01;. also 'Olessical, shall Synod still decide how 
of'ten collections shall be .taken in one's own resort!" 

Your Committee advises S-mod to declare that this rule is 
necessary "ith an eye to the cooperation with respdct to the 
General Fund for Domestic Missions. 

Adopted. 

8. An Instruction from Clessis SiO'lX \lenter, Agenda, p. 
14, as f'ollowes ·Synod decide So to construe Art. 27, 1, Dref't 
of' the Church Crder, that, with the reference to the Synodical 
declaration concerning a specific CBee, this stipulation be 
made general." 

Your Committee considers it to be superfluous that Synod 
make a separate decision concerning this, since in the declara­
tion of the Synod of 1912, we f'ind everything we need, because 
here the principle is given in connection with a concrete case. 

Adopted. 
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9. Instruotions concerning the translation of .the Church 
Order in English and German. 

a) Instruction from Cisssis Oackensack, (Agenda,p. 16), 
as follol<s: "That the Synod provide for the printing of the 
Ohurch Hanual of the Christian Reformed Church in the EngliSh 
language,.in order that those who cannot read the Holland lan­
guage, may be enabled intelligently to abide by tha rules of 
the Church. n 

b) Instruction from Olassis Ostfriesland, (Agenda, p. 17), 
as followa: "Synod provide for the nel< edition of the Church 
Order to be printed in the German language.· 

Concerning th2se instructions your Committee advises the 
follol<ing: .In the event the Church Order at this Synod is ap_ 
proved, Synod aol1oint committees to make an English and a Ger_ 
man translation, and reDort to the next Synod for approval. 
(See Art. 75 for committees.) Adopted. 

10. Concerning the proposed Form for the Erasure of Dis­
obedient Baptized He:nbers, (Agenda, p. ;;1), the following is 
decided: "Synod having taken note of' the labor of' the Oommit­
tee ad hoc, and appreciating this work, decides to appDint a 
Oommittee to give further consideration to the whole question 
of baptized members, in order to file a report .wi th the next 
Synod. This committee take into consideration the report of 
the above_mentioned committee with reenact to the Form for 
3rsaure, and correspond with the. Gereformeerde r'>'er:,.ran in the 
Netherl,mds .concerning this matter.- (Art. 75.) 

Article 65. 

It is reported by Rev. H. Keegstra that there is already 
by personal initiative work being made of publishing a Church 
Manual. He aske if the person concerned may have access to the 
Synodical Archive. 

Decided to grant the request. (Cf. Art. 15.) 

Article 66. 

Decided· to have an evening session beginning at 7$;;0 o'clock. 
ClOSing Devotions. 
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3V3NING SESSION, THURSDAY,' JUNE 25. 

Article 67. 

Op ening Devo tions • . .. .,. 

Article 68.' 
The Report of ths Oommittee of Pre-advice pertaining to 

Appeals is read by Rev. G. West.enberg. 

Honorable Brothers, 

Your Oommi tt8e has the. honor ,and the·a'EI,tiefaction to pre_ 
sent the following point 'on' the Agenda' to ,:Synods" 

'~'-.'; <' ,-

I. The appeal of Alpine Ave. against the decisione of Olae­
sis Grand Rapids 11est;-'This'Olassismaintained the efficial 
et",mhii;iint of our,:t'niri'ch with resJYeat to to the only ground for 
divo-ro'ii;and"f'rom this'p-roceeded e limitation of ma::lbereh'ip in 
the Church for such pergons. 

II. Th" .. ppeal of Rev~ M. Borduin against adoption of the 
Oonclusions of"Utrecht by":our Synod at MUSkegon in 1908. 

III. The appeal o£,::'Rev; J. Vandsr lferpc'agaifist a portion of 
the Thankagivin'g"l"orm after the a'dmim'itration of baptism for, 
infanta. 

I. The first is an elaborete communication·,·fromthe. Oon_ 
sistory of Alpine Ave., The Coneietory seeB objection to the ap_ 
p-lication of our Church rules, wherein our. Synode declared that 
accord'ing to the Word of God there is only one ground for di­
vorce (See Acts 1890; Art. 65; 1896, Art. 62, 5, b; 1898, Art. 
84, 2, a and b; 1906,' Art. 25, and Supplement ,10.)_ Bv'nureuinl! 
thecoYleequences of the deciSion concerning membership 'of such 
unlawfully aenerated perBons,'having'obtained gr."ce.,. to:, _ 
its ultimate',conclusion' is:particularly'oppressiveto the Ooneistory. 

The occaeion forthie apnarently was the cese' of'Mr. E. F. 
The Conei8tor'y, however, not onlywante a, declaration concern_ 
ing t"ie, concrete caS3, but also requesta that there be a re_ 
vision of our'ecclesiasti:ca-l standpoint in suc'il- a way, that 
euch divorc-erl "ereone' after grace hae been received. ateo bV 
the maintenance by the State of a eecond marriage"that·theyagain 
can honorably be reetored in, the Ch"rch. 

Clsssie Grand._ -Rapids iisat .,haa. refused 
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to give adhesion to the point of view of Alpine Ave., but; -
,nst'ur(l.1ly&Hded to stick with the concrete case. 

The "rounds for~ the'deci1!ion of,O'laseis were briefly: 
a) becaus: Mr. E. F. in his unconverted state well knew that 
he was sinriingjb} Because Mr.F,' d'id·not~·oppos'e·.'the· Bono n of his 
wife in seeking a divorce and later obtaining it upon the 
grounds of cruelty and non-Bupport; c} beceuse Mr. E. F. 
took another wife while hiE19wful (that ie first) wife was 
still living, and who was not to be accused of fornication; 
dJ because the wife still lives, although now also is bound 
by the State with another man. 

The view of the Consistory'however comes down to this, 
andthst is'the request which it wishee Synod to declares 

1.- Al though the Ohurch disapprovee all marriages that are 
in conflict with the Holy Scripture, it neverthelesshae to 
resign itself to the fact that divorce and re-marriage take 
place by the State. 

2. When s 'J"h persons after they come to repentance and 
confesEion of guilt, the Ohurch must also recognize the ssnc_ 
tion of the State as a fact, and ",uet admit such repentant sin_ 
ners hoto the instituted Church of Ohrist, while the living 
together of' thepar.ties, who 'have ,come together in ,a sinful 
manner shalLcontinue to exist. 

Your,Oommitteeis of the opinion that the view of the 
Consistory cannot be confirmed by the Word of God. Not all 
repentant ein!1srehave to be received into the church bees-use 
of their repentance. No unscriptural divorce and Sinful co­
habitation may asa bare fact be received and continued in,' 
the bosom of the Church. For such a contention there is ne{t 
a ground to be found in the Scripture. The O(meiBtory itself 
does not poihtto one ground. 

ConSidering then, thst the Oonsistory of Alpine Ave •. de_ 
sir"s from Svnod a declaration in the abstract, whereby this 
concrete CB£6, can be included; 

Considering, that this concrete case dose not eseentially 
but only gT"duallY diffeu from so many ai!!!i1a!:, csses, ,that the 
ConSistory, apurerentlyknows well 'enough how to" actin this -

instance after the Synod has declared i'tself in, the abstract; 

Oonsidering, that this, question in brief comesdol<n to ~thie 
that Synod affirms and continues the standpoint of our Church 
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or now c~ange its standpoint with respect to the grounds for 
divorce. 

And finally, considering that the consistory of Alpine Ave. 
wants that the act of the State,cafter the act, lJa":declared 

';,'. as having become a lee;al fact" for the Church, 'and thus that 
act in the future, merely because of the fact per ee, must be 
ackno\1ledged by the Church as legal and be received in her 
bosom. 

nence your Oommi ttee ... advises that Synod abide by the ex_ 
isting rule of our Church, upon the following grounde: 

1) The Bible clearly points out that the husband remains 
united with his lawful wife;!!s long as sh:e lives, except for 
the one ground for divorce. This ·as long as ehe lives" permits 
no exoeption when the State enact and continues.a sinful fact. 
The declaration of God l sWord ie unconditional •.. ip. this, except 
for that one conscious ground. With respect to the csse in Grand 
RapidS the women wae"not married until the man through the 
State was again united with another woman. 

2) The ~ec;nd ground ie because the State also isa ser_ 
vant of God as well as the Church, and thus no other rul~ :of"j ustice 
and judgment may be applied than the principles of divine jus-
tice. This divine justice the Church possesses in tne Scripture~ 
The Stete may no do anything that is in conflict therewith. 
Neither ignorantly or unknowingly. If the State does eo any-
way, then the Church may not, having been endowed with more 
insight., ackno~ledge or continue aa lawful-osuch an act; ndr 
receive such in her bosom. 

5) The third ground is. because the exa~ple which the 
ConSistory presente or a murderer, is- not an iOdntical co~· 
paris on. The murderer condemned to death, who, before the 
execution of the sentence repents and comes to confession, 
and thus celebrates the Holy~upner with the co~gregation, 
iscno longer·s murderer before God end the Church, although 
the guilt of hie deed reats upon him until the sentence is com­
pleted. lfith his conversion his l'ifeof lIlurdar was broken. up, 
so that the Church could receive him into' its bosom without 
qualms. The Church, however, may not hinder the'State, when 
the .Stete ss the !!ervsnt of God at the apoointed time executes.· 
thelegel and divine sentence with respect to hie act. Much 
Ie!!" may the Stete hinder the Church, when she in the present 
caeeeppliee divine justice in nBr sphere, when the State sete 
him ~ree. 
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Finally, the entire conclusion, briefly sumnarized, it 
comes down to this, that Synod naturally acknow19dges that God will 
forgive:" the repentant sinner all his sine. Also this sin. If 
then his sinful life can be terminated, then the Ohurch must 
again receive him. If thi_ cannot be done, as appears to be the 
case here, then the" Ohurch may not permit a marriage situation 
to continue that on Biblical" ground,; before -God .is condemned. The 
Ohurch may not do this because also in this ca.e she must in the 
final analysis listen to her King, Jesus Ohrist. 

Ooncerning this Synod decides the followings 

Oonsidering (Art. 51, these Acts) that a committee has al­
ready been appointed to investigate thie matter further, in or­
oer to report to the next Synod, Synod will not further consider 
this mEl tter. lI,eanwhile the 'OomOli ttee of Pre-advice D1aces its 
nropoeal in the hands of this committee.' (See Art.·:J5 f,rr com_ 
mittee members.) 

II~ The second apneal is from Rev. M. Borduin. This brother 
has scruples against the ratification by our Church of the Oon­
elUSions .. of Ut;echt at MUSkegon at 'the Synod of 19CJ!l with res~ect 
to "doctrinal differences". 

The brother requests Synod that it withdraw the step taken 
in 1908. He believes that in the Conclusions,:of Utreacht 
adopted by our Synod in 1908, the supralapsarian doctrine of 
salvation has been taken under protection overagainst the Con­
fessionE' of our Ohurch. 

Rev. Borduin has written a very extensive appeal of'" 7,:( 
pages closely written. 

At the request of your Committee Rev. Borduin, personally 
appeared at its meeting in order to enlighten the Committee 
with respect ,to hie ,apps!,l. .. , 

Hie principle objection comes down to this, that according 
to his view, there is taught in the Oonclusions that justifica­
tion consists, excluaivel:y",herein that" the",regenerated sinner 
is conscio~s of an eternal justification before God. He on "his 
p"rt is convinced that juetuftication is '"that by faith we must 
accept the promise of the gospel." 

The tenets in each Oonclusion of'Utrecht_are closely re­
lated, according to "the brother, with the above mentioned point 
of juetification. He would alec very much like to see that our 
Church would forget about ell these Conclusions. Yet the brother 
wouln be sa tisfied, if this Synod 
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'just declares that justification by faith, Dat 'in:becoming con,,­
scious of justification from eternity; but rather "that the pro-

'mise of the Gospel must 'be grasped' by ,faith. ft ' 

After the Oommittee had received the added information 
from Rev. Borduin in,'connection with his written appeal., and 
,your Oommittee asked the brother various questions" it hae con_ 
sidered this matter from every angle and the detibereted on the 
same. 

Your Oommittee advises Synod that Synod does not grant the 
requ:}st of Rev. Borduin. On the folloliing grounds: 

1. Because the definition which Rev., Bard uin gives with re­
spect to juetificat;ion:,bY faith is not ,true accorcing to the 
supralapsariart'.p:r:,ssentatian of this doctrine; 

2. Because'the Oonclusions "6'fi,l!:uecht express themselves 
""'inorecaiefully than wha t the brother 'rs'adS' from them; 

"~.,,Because Rev. Borduin in his writing gives no better 
formulation to harmonize and satisfy the doctrinal differences'; 

4. Because this request has not been eup~orted by a single 
coneietory or c·lassis; 

5. Becauee the brother in his apneal does not present any_ 
thing new concerning the actual question; 

6. Because, finally, the Conclusions of Utrecht and the 
ratification of the Utrecht ConcluSions ,at }lu8kegon have 
worked mightily for a closer union of the bret'J.ren in eccle_ 
eiastical life. Thie also des"ite differing viei~s. 

Adopt~c. 

III. The third 8p~eal is f'rom'R~'". J. Vander. Her", who 
feel burdened because of' the deciSion of Olaeeis Pella. 

'!'he 019:ee'ie-"a'e'c~lared at its !neeting, in !~19rch, 1914, "that 
t.he consistory of Luctor is not :to have any administ'ration of 
Holy Bap~ie!!l without the !lee of' the FOTm, in its totality." 

Rev. Vander 11erp to tl:1·e contrary claims that _it ·ie impos­
sible for him to pray the entire prayer of' thanksgiving after 
infant baptism ae found in the For!!l. In the ~O years of hie 
ministry he has never used it unchanged. Hever has a consistory 
or any C:688i8 made it dif~icult fo~ him up to thib time. 
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The axp-ression which ths brother cannot take. un'changed is: 
'We thank and praise Thee that Thou haat forgiven us and our 

. children all out Bins, through the blood 01' Thy beloved Son 
Jesus Christ, and received ua through Thy Holy Spirit as mem­
ber 0,," Thine only begotten Son, and so ado!,ted us to be Thy 
children, and ssaled and confirned the'same unt6us by holy 
baptism. " 

,. 
In order to 'give Synod a clear survey ofthie case, your 

Oommittee finds itself neceseitated to come to its conclusions 
in the follol<in.:; manner. 

A. THE HISTORY OF THIS ",UESTION. 

1. From the elucidation by Rev. Vander Yer.p it appears that 
a member of Luctor congregation has a strong drive with'·presup­
posed re~eneration· l<ith reenect to baptism. He maintains when 
five 'children are baptized on a Sunday' that actually all five of 
them are regenerated. Further, that poseibly·later'three.'could 
fall al<ay and be loat, but that nevertheless at their baptism 
they were born again. This man came l<ith'a complaint to the con­
sistory concerning Rev. Vander '>'erp concerning the changing of' 
the p""yer of thanksgiving; The consistory decided that he would 
have to. bear "ith the minister in this :natter.,,· 

2. From the minutes of GlaBsis Pella is aonears that'brother 
J. Hoegen appeared "ith an apDeal against the ~~nsistory of Luctor, 
because it had decided to bear with the minister in the change of 
the prayer of thanksgiving. 

Glassis expressed its disapproval concerning the concess_ 
sion theconeistory !llf1de upon the ground of Art. 58 of the Church 
Order. TheClassis further demanded a further explanation from 
Rev. Vander l~erp. This he did. 

3. From the above mentioned elucidation of Rev. Vander Warp 
it appeared further tha this conviction:_lE this s • In the prayer 
of thanksgiving thanke is given that the children of the congre_ 
gation already at the time o~ their baotiem Bre ,born again and 
justified." The brother apparently understands the general "child­
rim 0:' the ccngregation" used by him in a personal sense. He th.en 
means to say, that at this time thanks .is offered for those speci_ 
fic children one by one who have just been baptized as having 'been 
indiVidually born again end justified. 

U~cn this misunderstanding it appears that the entire appeal 
reste. 

4. In the "further eXDlanation" of' Rev. Vander Werp as de_ 
manded by the O1as8i8, the _brother said that. he had ',put his'sig_ 
nature to the Confession and 
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in doct.rine and practice never departed tnerefrom; but 'that he 
has never signed the form-prayers. Nor does the brother under­
stand how any consistory or classis or Synod could ever bind 
his conscience, as Classis Pella now wante to do. ' 

Furthermore, Rev. Vander Werp has so understood the book 
of Dr. Wielenge as though it is there claimed that in the prayer 
of thanksgiving that, indeed thanks is given for the personal and 
individual application of regeneration and justification for 
every bantized child. According to,,'tbe opinion of your Commit­
tee, however. Dr. Wielenga rightly defines the matter as per_ 
taining to the congregation as whole in its unity. and thus as 
thec"revelation of the body of Ghrist. 

5, •. From the",,fux.;t,l:!er minutes ,of Claseis, March 1914. the 
. following appe'ars, as' .. w.ell as sn elaborate l<riting of Rev. Van 

d er We::"\) sent to the C1"8's is and now for us. cons ieting of 80 
pages in quarto format and cloeely written. 

The Glassis appointed a com:nittee tC""inv;est,igate. On the 
sec.Q.!ld day, of Glassie it came wi th a".,:Mvort~"Ac.c.o.rding to the 
repor,t""O,laas.:Le end eavored to c onv;,nce Rev. Y,,·n"""rWerp of the 
correct meaning of the prayer for thankegiving and hie incor­
rect underetandingof it. 

Rev. Vander Werp ',p,romised that after mature consideration 
he would inf'orm the Stared Olerk, and left Olassie. 

Thereupon Claesie declared what has been stated above, 
namely.~that the coneistory of Luctor permit no administrstion 
of :the sacrament of baptism without using the, form in'its 
totality. " 

1. Rev. ,Vander Iterp cannot possibly use the complete prayer 
of thanksgiving from the form after infant baptism 88 long 88 he 
does not get',a change of mind in the understanding thereof. 

2. His conviction ie that therein thanke is uttered -that 
the children of the congreeation already by their baptism are 
regenerated and juetified." 

3. He is of the opinion that Classis Pella calle, this the 
doctrineo:' the Ohurch. and that therefore Classis forbade him 
to baptize unlese ,.the complete' form were used. 

~4. He can :'ind no rule of the eh,urch which de!!l!inds of him 
what Palla requires of him. 

5. He believes that such a rule should he revised if there 
actually ie euch a decision., 
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6. He k1ndl~ anQ urgently requests Synod to declare what 
is the correct oeaning of the purported express~on in the prayer 
of thankagi ving. 

7. He further kindly and urgently requests that Synod de_ 
mands of no one to use the prayer of thanksgiving literally. 

8. Finally,he believes that Synod will make it imDossible 
for him to function in his office, if Synod sanction the de­
claration_of Claseie Pella against the consistory of Luctor. 

C. THE DSCLARATION OF THE CHlJRCH IN THIS HATTER. 

1. Art. 58 of the Church Order declares that the Forms 
sha 11 be used, although it does not snecifically mention the 
prayerc. 

2. The Synod of li'ezel, 1;568 declared: "Baptism shall be ad­
minie-:'ered with the customary form, which has 'been prescribed 
in the ecclesiastical ordinancss." 

5. At Dordtin 1574 (Art. 67}. ~it i8 decided that the prayer 
of thanksgiving which follows baptism, ehall take the place of 
the general prayer." 

4. Dordt in 1578 (Art. 10), saye further: "It ie more ad­
vieable and more certain that all ministers follow the form than 
to allow freedom for each one." 

5. !.liddelburg in 1581, (Art. 41), it was decided: "The 
miriieters with respect to baptism shall use. the form." And at 
the Hague in 1556, (Art. 52), Synod literally cited the above 
mentioned article of Niddelburg. 

6. In the Articles of Dordt (L6l8-l9, Art.~), we find: 
• Wi th ba.ptism the minis ters sha 11. " us e ••• the forms.· 

D. THE ADVIJE ·OF THE CmlJ-iITl'EE. 

1. Synod auprove the action of Cleseis Pella, where Olas_ 
eis in its answer to the Consieotry of Luctor stated: "that the 
Consistory of Luctor should uermit no one to adminieter the 
sacra~3nt of baptism without· using the Form in its totality.ft 

Grounds: 
a) Since Luctor' a consiatory asked for an answer with 

respect ~o the administration of baptism in our churches; 
b) Since. Rev. Vander Werp, by not appearinE at Classis 

again, so· that it ,·/as impossible for Clsseie to -eiscusBtli.il! 
metter further with him. 
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2. Synod is further 'convinced thst it cannot change this 
vigorous and fittl.ngexpreesion of our fathers in this Form, 
beceuse the sound covenant doctrine is also fo~nd in this sen_ 
tence of the prayer of thanksgiving 14hich is so resolutely 
confessed. 

3. Finally, Synod declarel 

a) The RAY_ Vander Werp iB 'called upon to ,abide by this 
explanation; 

b) That Synod Bincerely'hopes that Rev. Vander Werp no 
longer opposes this ecclesiastica'l standpoint, 14hile 
only thoee, who agree with this stand90int of the 
Ohurch can bE> admitted to the ministry of the Word 
and the sacraments. 

Ad6pted. 

Article 69. 

Synod having taken note that a protest 1488 received against 
a 'brother Minister of the Word resorting in OlasBis Illinois, and 
having heard ,that't'le Baid OlasBis hae not completed ite work in 
thie =tter, declares that the protest is not receivable. 

Article 70. 

The clerk reads a telegram from Dr.S. Volbeda informing 
Synod' that he accapted his appointment. (Art. 46.) :With joy this 
was received ss information. (Later a letter wes received from Dr. 
R. Janse.en with the joyful news stating hie acceptance of the 
apooin~ent.)'Art. 33. 

Article 71. 

It is decided that, if Prof G. D. De Jong receives no call 
by SBptember 1, 1914, he shall receive a salary which he received 
when he accepted the appointment to the Theological School. 

Article 72. 

'A le.tter' wes ~reGeived from' Glaseis Zeeland requeetingSynod 
to.concur in the el!leritation of Rev. 'I". Kole. Synod so decides. 
(See also Art. 17, l.) 
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Article 75. 

1:: is decided that the next Synod is to meet in Grand 'Rapids. 
The consistory of the First Church (Bates Street ),'is appointed 
ae convener. 

Article 74. 

D"cided to e"press 'the h- ~<:y thanks to the churches in Ros e­
land by the miiliSters: in loco, far the hospitality sho;ln the dele_ 
gates c.uring the session of Synod. Likewise Synod expresses its 
gratitude for the beautiful automobile tour on the previous Wed_ 
nesday provided through the friendlinese of the churches in the 
neighborhood. ' 

Article 75. 

The Committee for Appointments, (Art. 9, 5}, has its report 
read by Rev. J. Bruinooge. The following brethren were appointed 
by Synod to their respective fimctionsl 

1. The Synodical Committee _ Reve J. Groen, J. Timmermann, 
J. Keizer. 

2. Ste ted Clerk _ Dr. H. Beete. 

,. Synodical Treasurer _ Rev. J. Noordewier. 

4. Church Help Committee - Revs. J. Manni, R. Bolt, H. J. 
Heynen; Al terns te _ Reve. W. Borgman, D. De Beer, C. Vriesman. 

5· Emeritus Board _ Rev J. Smitter, Eld er D. W. Jellema, 
Rev. M. Van Vessem. 

6. Repreeantative for the National Christian Association 
Rev. \~. Stuart. 

7. Committee for the General Fund for Domestic Missions _ 
Revs. W. P. Van Wyk, I. Van Dellen, K. Poppen; Alternates _ Reve. 
W. Stuart, H. Ahuis, H. Tule. 

8. Jewish Mission Committee,-(Art. 24} _ Rev. J. J. Hiemenga, 
3lder L. Bewkes, Rev. J. I. Fles, 3lder J. Meeter, Rev. H. J. Kuiper. 

9. Publication Committee, (Art. 25, 5) - Rev. J. Manni, SIder 
A.Bosch, Prof. W. Heyna, Elder J. B. Hulst, Prof. J. G. Vanden 
Bosch, Deacon H. Denkema, Rev. E. J. Tanis. 
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10. Oommittee for the Labor Movement and Unions, (Art. 17, 4) 
Rev. B. H •. Einink, Rev. J. Groen, Eider E. Hekman, Mr. N. Rosema, 
Elder. P.Prins, Prof K. Schoolland, Elder J. D", Boer. . 

ll;CO!lllilitt~e for Miesions Lessons _Revs.J .W.Brink, L. S. 
Huizenga,. P.J.. Ho~ kenga. 

12~ D<>put;iell~:t'~rSoUth-"metica,' (Art.. 24) 
J. ~yngaarde, J. ,Van Lonkhuyzen. 

Revs. J; Groen, 

15. Committee for Sunday School Lesson Series ~ Rev. H. Keeg_ 
stra, A. S. De Jong, B. J. Benilink,_.Prof. B. K. Kuiper, Rev. H. J. 
KUiper, Rev. K. Kuiper. 

14. OommitteEito Prevent Dispersion, (Art. 24) _ Rev. H •. J • 
. Ji<;,ynen", E1tler "'atse Bierema, Mr. Walter Aardappel. 

15. Committee to Investigate whether the Work of , the Oura­
torium can be Decreased i:n order th~ to -Decrease the Number of the 
Ourators _ Rev. W. P. Vah-"'1fyk, Rev. F •. Doezema., Prof.L. Berkhof, 
Prof. Ii. Rinck. 

l6."'OQmm1ttee for Women's ''suffrage, (Art.':i8)· _ Revs. N. Burg­
graaf" H. Wei.fkotten, R. Diephui!a. 

17. Oommi ttee for Insm.~nce for Church Goods, (Art. 17, 6) -
Han. I. Marsilj e, Elde·rD. Van Loa, Han. G. Kuip,er,. 

18. Committee to seek Cooperation with the Federal CounCil, 
(Art. 17, 5) - Rev. R. B. Kuiper, D.Kuizema, Rev.G. Hoeksema. 

19. Me Triage Me ttere, (Art •. 51 and 68, I} _ Prof. F. M. Ten 
Hoor, Dr. S. VOlbeda, Rev. J. Bruinooge, Prof. W. Heyne, Dr. J. 
Van L6nkhuyzen, Elder B. SevensmB, Rev. H. Danhof. 

20. Oommittee on Mormonism,~(Art. 17, 8} _ Revs. I. Van Del_ 
len, . W. Stuart, O. De Leeuw. 

21. Translation of the Ohurch-Order, (Art. 65, 5) - EnglishJ 
Revs. P. A. Ha.ekstra, c. Hoeksema, Prof. J. G. Vend,m Bosch; 
GermanJ Revs. G.'L. Hoefker, H. ,Ahuis, Dr. W. Bode •. 

22. Erssure o~ Baptized Members, etc., (Art. 64) _ Revs. S. S. 
Vander Heide, I. Van, Dellen, ~·H. Keegstra. 

Article 76. 

The minutee are read and approved. 
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Arti91e.77. ..; . c. 

Having come to the end of our· Synodical work, ·the Pres i­
dent, Rev. J. Manni, addresses the assembly. With thanks to 
S:mod, and above all with thanks to the Lord, after the Vice_ 
President, Rev. W. Stuart, addressee him with words of appre_ 
ciationfor hie leadership and work, which he performed eo pros_ 
perously under the blessing of God, the President cloBes the 
meeting with thanksgiving. . 

Psa 1m l»s 1 and ) are sung. 

·Rev. J. Manni"Preeident 
Rev. w. Stuart, Vice_President 
Rev. M. Van Vessem, First Olerk 
Rev. H. M. Vand er Plo eg, Second 

True Oopy~ 
Henry Bee'ts, S. C. 

Olerk. 
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SUPPLl!:MENTS 

•••••••••••••• 

SUPPLEMENT 1. 

REPORT OF THE SYNODIOAL COMl-lITTEE.· 

The Honorable Syn,!lAof 1914$ 
',.'"- . 

Through the go-otineae of our God ·th ... ··stream of our eccle_ 
siastical life during the Synodical .year that has passed 
flowed in its bed regularly and undil!;-:t;llrbed.,:"so that your 
,;ommittee has nothing special to repork.,:, far; which we may 
worIl.be thankful. .. . ........... . 

From var~ous sides manY'inquiries were made concerning 
our ecclesiastical life .. and:.·ecclesiastical history, which 
ahows that our omal1-.>8hurch-"-graup··isconatantly. 'becoming 
better known in this large Americ.an. world. They were all 
anewared.:by our Stated Clerk •. 

, To all the correeponding ehurchee in the United States 
a letter waa adrlreased concerning' a National Day of Prayer. 
l~o replies were received. 

According to the instruction of Synod brothers WBre again 
appointed to represent'our'Church at the major assemblies of 
the corresponding churches in this country as follows$ 

The General Synod of the' Reformed Church$ Rev. J. J. 
Hiemenga. 

The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church$ 
Rev. G. Westenberg. 

Synod of the Associate Presbyterian Church$ Dr. 11'. Bode. 

Synod of the' Reformed Presbyterian Church$ Rev. H. j. Kuiper. -

The General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church$ 
Rev. A. Dekker • 

. To the Churches in the Netherlands, South Africa, and 
Germany, as customary invitations were sent to attend our 
Synod. From the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands. and 
the Old Reformed Church in Germany, an appricative letter was 
received with the information that the 
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_ ,,~ c :', " ''''' 

denominat.ions conceriled".,;ouId"rio'Cbe" "eriding delegat.es to our 
Synod t.his time because"af:,.clietsnQ,e-and expense. 

Rev. P. ,.J. Hoei<engl!, _,s,:~tj"!l"'ga:hed to the World Conferenc e 
of Christian Oitizenship,. 

The attention of your assembly is called to the fact 
that this y"ar there will again"lra.'a::qep,<i~'I'{l !>l~~ ,Qf,:t);l~; 
Gereformeerde Kerken in t.he Netherlands in August., and that 

.' it"is desirable"t.hat.yot;send"a br'l'ther,or" bret.hrento repre_ 
sent." our Cl:luroh., '".:,,' . ' '', ' 

.. '....:. ".:. :.::- ~~ ,;. ,:' !" 

, " Arequ,e,et,tQ: i'9in::tlle :fr'lsbyt."rian IH,s,torical Society 
requires your aotion, as ... ell as a communicwtiJi)!'Jt"frJillll tll'i"" 
Fresbterilin Ohurch of ~ ... Zealnad. 

An attempt W'loslllB;q,e.tq'<ill?ta:itl fQr. Re~,.",!i. "P,el<\<er an 
annual pass "for Jl:1Us :r~la:nd:a:e ",~" did .. f'N! brpther·)3ouma;'. 
but ",e ... erenot ~llqc,~l!fl;l:l,;.,. ',,: 

Here ... ith you committee places ita marldate in your hands. 
"The term,,,fthe,,State:d,Ol'lr,k alao expires · ... i th t.his Synod. 

With thanks for the confidence Placed in us,' your ser_ 
vant.a and brothers. 

Henry Beets, Stated Clerk. 

J.; Grean·· 
.J .• ,.)3 •. Hoeket:ra 
J. Timmermann 



-.. ,-. 

'-~( 

" 

Page 87 

SUPPLl!}.!ENT II • 

.. REPORT OF THE OURATORItKOF THE TRIDLOGIOAL SCHOOL , 

. AND CALVIN OOLLEGEro'THE SYNOD., OF '1914. 

Este"med Fathers and BrethrenJ 

The Ouratorium has the honor and the satisfaction to pre_ 
. sent the following report to Synod. 

A. in other years this time also the Ouratorium has" 
abundant reasons for Joyful gratitude to the Father of lights 
from whom .the unmerited 'benefits have flowed to u9in rich 
measure during the .. :'last two years, which have. elapsed Since' 
the lest Synod. Study was !>,pparently earnestly"eet forth by 
both professoraand students • Some students felt"'it necessary 
to leave. since· they feared they would not be able to master 
the goal set before them. Where necessary discipline was exer_ 

. - cized. Two"students-were' expelled· because of bed conduct • .-
fins·, who made confession before the Faculty and .. the Ouratorium, 
waB' rs-inetated. According to the number of stud .... t.!!. our school 
is. !,;radually expanding~n the· past year instructibn ·waB givsn 
tQ.28 students in th"'~iiiii'lary,,51 in the Oollege, and 175 in 
the Prep. School, making a total. of 254 students. In 1913 five 
students were admitted to the Seminary, and five were declared 
eiligible for a' call.· Of those five one went to Princeton to 

'\ continue his atudies. In 19l4.ten stl!dents were admitted to 
the Seminary, and thirteen were declared eligible for a call, 
six of whom announced that they contemplated going to Princeton. 

1. The Faculty. 

At the -l,,-st. Synod Mr. J. Nieuwdorp was appoint.ed as in­
st.ructor in the Inorganic Sciences .We can st.at.e that Mr. ': 
lUeuwdorp accent.ed ~is·Bppointment. Further Prof. A. E. Broene 

;._"\' 
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whp had received a yearis leaVe of absence hed ee substitute 

Dr ~,l(tLB! }\~)1,~)\'t.JJ~!!~O ~~~etf' ',!!!?,:NJIf, i,~r~,f~s ~,9:r~~~:~, year. 

TheJ.facul ty. o.:e.eur ,Bchool.in t.heSelll,inaI'Y are Profss_ 
SOl'S G. K: Hemkea,' Elllieri tue iF; loI.; Ten Hila'!" ''II. H .. yne, L. 
bsrkhof, B.D., and G. D. AJeJpng. In the ,Literary Department 

'.' . " '. 'V" .," '. . •. A. J. Rooks, A.M., K. Schoolland,' J. G •. andan Boson; 'A.M., 
~~. ~ .. ~iD'H:., 'A.!1 ... ~. E. Broelle'L A.B.~ W. Rinc!!:, A.M., J. 
B• ,."L~ ~A"'W''''';J'' ~n,·vIiB. ;10,""" A'''·., cd" '(}J'''''' -'""."V.d· ~ a B roane, a.M.., I • Van a 1. 't.sma, • .1'1.., an ". 1H:;~uw u"' ,P', . • • 

.', :::1." r. .-::'. , , ,.. . ,,' .' ." ,',"'- . :-; 

.~ 'c 2 •. 'l'lw Ourric"lum. 
-' •. ,C·" _. - " :_. '" -" •••• 

-:~;: " .' ","- (.;, ."" - :- ".' -, '" . . ,- : ,- .. , 
. ' ..... ,Ooncerninil;:tlie C\l];hctilUll1 'there is little to report 

~. ~i-I)c!l~~.p le.te no clian$ee h~;j~ b~i3n lllBde.\(1I can only' eta te 
"'\bat ·Qu~8~~etI£'h.~i~itfta. ';U~il., ii{lihgH~eiln-to·'gf.tfit tf!1l"~;B • 

. .... degree,' and that, :some ii'tucleri'ts h,,{Ti! obtained thie degree: 

~ ~,: Financ ee • 

'1' "", ,: ~;",Th!jl".BR,O~B'P{th,';Tii'a"'i1 .. :~r, 1Mr. s. S.Postm..:,were'tound 
'~,'~. '-, .~ .. '·"_i~ ~g~o't{~r(re·f. v':rn~~~tai.~·~ aiP :the ~~i;rl~t:~{i·%ntlll~~ir~I:~}iB 'f'S¥lowB S 

.;e._· H.:. ,.~~_. ';:_', .'.; '-' . ,_.~ ;'.' .. ;'(.- "-,~":- ,- ~ -:~" ";.'-; " ' __ ;" 

·"'a.~e rneo19'gi9al SCllR~i,,, ,;~: . 
. Ba'lance, 19l1":1~912'1', 759079. 

,CC1,)i .. ,.,R~.c,eip.:t;,s . .... ...,'. 25.034·27' "$25,793,76 
:' 'Di~'bure~~me~rit'i. '" j,' ',dc.,," "),,.,'sC) "2'~;4'2It:(f4" " 

. B~lanceMaY31, 1914 '$ 25-+3.72 
"- ': -, . t, ", .,'. • - ;' "- " 

Belanc .. , May 31, 
Receiute 
Dis~u~s'''ment~;: 
" ". :Balance., 

1912 45,800.0'0 
274.00 

Deficit:' made 'tip 'by the'Theol. 
S.chool 

Total 

c. Oalvin College 

Balance, May 31, 1914 
Receipts 

Total 
Outstanding 

Balancs, May ~l, 1914 

$6,074.00 
'418.76 

. '$5,6;55.76 

144.76 
35,800.00 

$~4,221.13 
227.;57 

$54.448·50 
~2.250.00 

$ 2,198.50 
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d. Building Fund 

Balanca, May ;1; 1912 
From G, R. Churches arid Interest 

Total 

8~ Theological School 

Balance 
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Balance, May ;1, 1914 

b. Library 

Balance 
- Receipts 

Dis burs ements 
. Total 

$ 2,.;4;.72 
29,605.24 

$5,800.00 
2;6.63 

Deficit mede up" by the Theol. School 
Total 

I c. Oalvin Oollege 

Balance 
Reoeipts 
Outstanding .. 
Balance 

D. BUilding Fund 

Balance 
Receipts 

Total 

4. Educat:ional Sacretary 

$;4,448.50 
5,041.11 

;It,li12;7; 
.224.42 

~1,6;7.15 

~;l, 948,96 
26,520.45 

i 5,428.51 

" $6,0;6.6; 
272.10 

$5,764.5; 
25.47 

$5,800.00 

$;9,489.61 
37,000.00 

• 2,489.61 

$1,6;7.15 
2.068.45 

~;, 705.60 

As Synod isawarEl, the Curatorium was finally succeas_ 
"ful in engaging an EducationalSElcretary. Rev. J;. Vander Mey 
accepted the appointmentiand has for some time alrea~y been 
applying himself zealousJl,-GiftM and promises received So far 
amowlt to U2,000.00. Further, the brother haa two lj,sts. On 
the first list there are 50 names seeking $500.00 from each, 
which would make a total of $25,000.00. The ". 
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second list has 100 names, seeking $250.00 from eech, which 
woul~ also amount to $25,000.00. 

Volunta,Hly the zealous Secretary pledged himself, with 
the help of God, to complete this goal in 18 months. The 
Guratorium most heartily hopes he will be succe.aful. 

5. For Synod 

Synod ie requested to consider the following,matters, 

a. Th .. Curatorium reminds, Synod that the six""year appoint­
'- mant of Prof. G,D. De Jong hae expired., 

,b. Synod re~apDoint Professors B. K. Kuiper, A. E. Broene, 
snd lim. Rinck. Synod to determine the length of time. Synod 
grant.·: t.Q Prof. A. E. Broene, at his request, another year 
leave 'of a'bsence. 

c. Synod re_appoint Mr. J. Nieuwdorp as profe~sor for one 
year for 'a salary of $1,000.00. 

d. Synod appoint a professor for the Dutch language. As_ 
suming that Synod will request advice from the Curatorium, it 
takes' the liberty to present two persousthat might be con­
sidered, Mr. H. J. G. Van Andel, A.B., and Mr. W. Van Melle. 

e. ,Synod appoint an assistant professor, who, for the 
time being, take the placs of Broene to teach French and Ger_ 
man for one year. Two persons that might be considered are 
Mr. ?"ter 'Hoekstra, 'A.M., and Mr. "'arten Ten Hoar, A.B. 

f. Synod appoint a fifth professor for Old Testament 
ExegeSiS (and related courses). 

Grounds, 

1. The development of the Exegetical group of the 
Theological courses in the last half century has been of such 
a nature that in well, organized seminaries the Old and New 
Testament courses are divided between two professore. Here_ 
wi th we a're not thnking of the larger B emina ries, whera one 
naturally has to provide for a greater working force. Now it 
is surely of the 
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greatest importance that the Church keep'its Seminary in tune 
with the times. 

,,' '~ " 

2~ C-ot-t1i.-t.weriW=,Z'our courseswhfch' 'are--taught in our 
Theological Bchool, eleven are_inE~egesis, three in History, 
five in Systematics, and fivs in Practical Theology. 

5. More than ons third of alJ:·theleBsons given in the 
theological courses. belong to th.""exaget1cal field. In their 
theological coursss the students r"iro's'1v8 fifty_foura in les_ 
sons, to which thri!e hours in Hebrew must bi! added, which are 
taught in·the last year in the Literary Department~ Of the 
fifty-seven hours, twenty-two are given in exegetical cour.es. 

'4. The' continual gro.wth of our College, and the greater 
'scholastic development;'of .the students, who are- admitted to 
the Seminary, requires that the demands of th ...... logicsl in­
struction continually becQ!"e graa ter. 

, 
, ' ,/ 

. The Curato.rium··calls ·to the attention of Synod the fol­
lowing thre""pe-rson,wlto.should be conSidered fDr this chairs 
Dr. '1'1. Borle ... Dr.H. Janssen, and Dr., S. _Volbeda. ~ 

g. Since the appointments of the professors takes place 
by Synod, which dose not meet befo'reJune, Which creates dif-
ficulties for the school and the persons concerned, the Cura_ 
toriUlll expresses the desirability that the appointment or rs­
a·ppointmenot of ths Preparatory School-and the Oollsga .. prof.eesors bs the 
res!'onsibility of the Curatorium.· A.t the customary meeting 
in Juna theCuratoriulll decid8 .. whetharor not i. is desirabla 
for the Curatoriulll to hold a special mesting in February, 80 

that by the .. t'irst of March provisions can be made for eventual 
vacancies. 

h. SinciQ complaints are increaSing with' respect to a 
Shortage of boarding houses ·for students, the Ouratqrium ad­
visee that Synod decide to build a dormitory on the new 
campus. 

i.Oonaidering that. in the present.building t.here is not 
enough room for the various cla.ses, Synod decide to build a 
suitable building for instruction on the new campus. 
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j. Synod do no coneid .. r the request bya f8W 01a8801. tc 
reduce the number of Ourators by half. 

Grouhdss 

1. The many activities that have to be performed in a 
comparatively short period of time. 

2. The great responeibil ty which resta upon the Oura_ 
.torium. 

5. With the reduction of the Curators there would not 
be a sufficient number that live in the Oanter to choose for 

. performing commi tteeB. 

k. The Ouratorium recommends that Mrs. G. ~. Boer re_ 
ceive $400.00 from the .Fund of the Theological Sahool. 

In the Name of the Ouratorium, 

F. Doezema, secretary. 
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. SUPPLEMENT III. 

REPoRT OF .THE SYNODICAL OOMMITTEE OF THE. 

GENERAL FUND FOR DOMESTIO MISSIONS~ 

Your Oommittee for the responsibility 
for Domestic Missions has the honor and thEi 
report-the. followings' 

I. General Information • 

of- thEi General Fund 
Blrtillfaction to 

. .Because of the "trip of. Rev. Van '-ellen to the Nether­
--lands in 1912, your committ~_a-in October of that year received 
the books end records o:f'the former committee. Sinceshortly_'­
after the,last Synod Rev. E._J. Krohne moved from the East to 
the Oenter,. - his alternate, Rev. G. ·Westenberg, from the begin­
ning tookt-he place-of Rev. -Krohne. 

Your committee_according tecthe beet of its ability hee 
. endeav_ored to execute;itour Instructions .(Of'. Act. 1910, Art. 
21, and Acts 19i2, Art. 28). Thx:ough the friendly coopera-f:.ion 
of the 01a8ses,-~they".wers ·,to·:,I[-'_grea:t extent i_supported. 

"In ha rmany" with thein-tentian of Synod (Of. Acts 1912, 
Art. 21, p. 25) the 01as6es have initially revealed an earnest 
attempt to support themselves, with-as little helpae poasible 
from the General Fund. At the same time these Olasses have 
given more liberally to the General,Fund than formerly, so 
that, nat taking legacies into consideration, in the last two 
years 34,000.00 more was received from the Olasses then during 
the previous two years. 

-, iWen withOI!_t being incorporet~ by law, your commit-
tee couldheva receiv .. d legacies end inheritances, but in that 
CSBe would have he,d- to pay inheri tence tax. By making uss of 

.. -thB.lncorpora tion Acj;; of the former Board, for which the three 
members from Michigan ara considerad by the State to be the 
legal successors, your-committee has. been able to e8ve$400.00, 
which oth&rwise would have been paid in inheritance tax in the 
Stat,& of Michigan. The Fund is free from theinharitanc& tax,: 
if-:'U-cis 

. -
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in the State where the :r,etator haa had his case adjudicated 
by the court. 

In connection with the last reports to the.committee, 
:the",General Fund for Domestic Mission W8S enriched $6,,26.41 
by means of 8 legaoy from the estate of the late Tobias Kof_ 

.fere, Holland, Michigan. 

Because of the wid .. spread of Domestic Mies ions in the 
smaller (llasses Pella and Pacific, these Olasses have received 
the lion's share from the General Fund, as is seen from the 
financial report below. 

II. Financial Report. 

Ol" •• is Urana Rapids 

" Grand Rapids 

" Hudson 
• Hackensack 
• Muskegon 
• Orange Oity 
u Pella 
• Pacific 

•• Holland 
M Illinois • Orange City 

" Sioux Oenter 
• Zeeland 

Legacies' 
Inter .. st 
Total Receil'ts 

East 
West 

(New) 

(Old) 

Olas'siA Ostf'riesland 
Ba1anc',.June 1, 1912 
Miece1aneouB Disbursements 

. Honontium, '::rrea sur.er 
Total Disbursements 

Deposit in Savings Dep't. Oity 
Bank and Trust 00. 

Deposit in Savings Dep't Oity 
Bank and 'I'rust 00. 

Dspoait in Oommercial Dep't. 
Total Balance 

The outetandi~ Lubbers Fund 

Receipts 

• 1,968·50 
2,142 .51 

957.52 
78.12 

1,486,42 
666.56 

1,105.61 
546.78 

1,479.54 
1,854.81 

605.17 
-:. .855.96 
1,198.62 
6,844.92 

246.26 
$16,696.18 

885.28 
560.90 

Disbursements 

575·00 
262.50 

Ea"et:- 2;8.'50.00 
Mise;,. ~ 

1,400.00 
975·00 

. 6,550·00 
4,715.00 

· __ D5·,5§ 
50.00 

$16,911.08 

1,981.96-

5,945·54 
220·50 

$25,057.08 

$ 1,550.00 

6,146.00 
lS25,057.08 
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III. Propoaal .. of the Oommittee. 

The committe .. proposes ,the following support to the 
needy Glasses from the General Fund for Domestic Missione$ 

01a8si& 
M 

" ,. 
M 

" " 

Pella 
Pacific 
Orange Gity 
Muskegon 
Grand Rapids East 
Hudson and Hackensack 
Oetfi:i .. eland 

,4;000.00 
4,000.00 
1,200.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
2,000.00 

400.00 
" 

, ,',May,the»<I>lep,eing ~ofthe Lord richly rest upon the work 
of Domestic Mis sio'ri:lit. ",,' ,,' 

~,::-'I;\; 

;":): 
-',:.-::::--

Humbly submitted by your opmmittee, 

G. Westenherg, ,President.~ .. , 
W. P. Van Wyk, Secretary 
I. Van ~~llen, Treasurer 

'-'-". 

-.~' .. 
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SUPPLEMENT IV. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR 

HEATHEN MISSIONS. 

Este~ed Brethren~ 

Your-Board of Heathen Miseions of the Christian Reformed 
Church hasth .. honor and satisfaction, in accordance with the 
Mission Orclere.doptecl at. your last. ae"embly, to report. With 
thanks and' joy it 'can first or all be --';aid that the Mission 
Field has not only been -exp!):nded with the addition or Crown 
Point, N.M., and also that all the poste are now rilled wi-th 
workers, but a~so that the transition regulations can ter_ 
minate, since all the poets that are occupied have been 
transrerrad. Rev. J. W. -Brink, missionary rrom the ""stern 
Ave. Church in urand Rapids, Mich., has supervision over the 
mission work at Rehoboth, N. M.; Rev. H. Fryling, now mission _ 

_ ary from Claeeis Muskegon, is as. formerly working at Zuni, N. M.; 
Dr. Lee S. Huizenga, mi-esionary rrom the combined churches un­
der Classi" Holland, is stationed at Tohatchi, N. 14.; Rev. D. 
H. 14uysken8, miSSionary for Paterson I, II, IV, and Prospect 
Park, resorting under ClasBis Hudson, is. stationed at Crown 
Point, N. 14.; and Mr. William Mierop 1s missionary_helper 
called _and sent by the three congregatioOBof Roseland,Chica-
go, Ill., and is working at Two Gray HillS, N. M. Since this 
was written, Rev. D.H. Muyskens accepted an appointment 
as Educational Secretary for the Western Calvin Academy, and 
Crown Point is vacant. 

_ Since each miSSionary or helper is requested to give a 
brief' report of the work at his post or under his supervision, 
it will not b~ necessary to point to this in our report, 
ana wa can confine ourselves more to the work of the Board. 
The following brethren were appointed as Board members by 
the last Synod~ 
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Ravs. H •. Walkotten, H. M. Vander Ploeg, M. Van Ves"em, J. Dol_ 
t'in, and Dr. H. Beets; Alternatas Bevil. D. R. Drukker, E. J. 
Tuuk, R. L. Haan, H. Tub,. and J. 'J. Hiemenga. 

The first meeting wss held on June 26-, 1912.1.11 the dele_ 
gates were present with theexc'eption of Rev. H. M. Vander 
Ploeg. The following officerswereelectedsRev. H. Walkotten, 
President; Dr. H. Beets, Vice_President; Bev. M. Van.Vessem, 
Se'C!'~ry; and Bev. J. Dolfin, Treasurer.' , 

In consultation with Rev.D. H. Muyskens, miSSionary of th.B 
.four.Dutch_epeaking churc.hes of Paterson, N. J. , it. waS. d'eci­
ded, after having obtained oonsent frojll the Paterson churches, 
that the brother serve one year ae teacher for the Training 
School at Tohatohi,epe thati'inthe meantime he can exploit 
the. fi<;lld to ·deterin:iile a Ste ticm;.:;t;orJ,hie. miss ionary, labor. 
At the same time it waB decid"d to appoint Mr8. Muyskens as 

.: .. '", mat.ron for the Tohatchi School. See Acts 1912, Art. 25,7, 
4,& and be. 

Convinced of the neces.sity, it was decided' to advertise 
for a wl'l£t.e' nurse-instructress for the Rehoboth Hospital 
snd an :assistant teachsr for the hehoboth Boarding SChool. 
Miss Bertha SimI:lelink of Cleveland, Ohio, and lUes Oarrie Ten 
Hoatelt7UIf.~de.pYl~'illt"d. ·iIf'ter'!a,,few, months a: t Rehoboth Mise 
Simme1ink merrie!! Mr. Van. Pernis,and left the mission field. 
Dr. 0'. J. K. Moore was appointed .as'doctor at Rehoboth Hos_ 
pital for a half year. At 'a later meeting he wasre_appointed t'o.r 
the year 1912, and at a still later meeting until September' 
1, 1914. And at the maeting since the last_inspection, he has 
b .. en appointed for two years. These appointments take place 
at the request of the General O'onferenc .. at Rehoboth. 

At -theeJDeeting of August 15, 1912, Miss A.' Vsbde Riet 
f'rom' Rotteriilim, Kansas; was a"pointed ae teacher. for the day­
Bchool at Zuni to .replace Mie. Ile,l,lie De Jong, who, at the 

. close of-t;;h .. , echool eea'eon, decide!!""to attend a Normal School 
.in Arizona t'or further stlldY'~-Mr.J. C •. Mor'l'8.n, f==rl:,/, teach­

,er .at. the Totatchi .TreiningSchool. wae;;appo·inted".s Asristent 
Induotrial Superintendent and :Disc ip linarian:ca t' :Heho Doth: e':Mls,,'·­

-£attie' Beekman cif"Al to~c,.Vi'l!<lonsin, 'we.B\apcptiinted.- a Matron·:st:. 
"'he~,Zuni School. 

At the meeting of October 1912, it was decided 
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to .engage Mr. Van Pernie of Holland, ).!ichigan, ae helper for 
Mr. J. Spyker, Industrial Superintemlent at Rehoboth. The 
building of a barn..at Tohatchi wae approved, and ·'the .Treasurer 
instructed to pay for the expenses. A letter was received from 
the congregations of Alp'ina .AvenueandColdbrook, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan" ::i)1f'o.rm.ing us tha t . they are willing to call a mission­
ary, ,,::.:.: and', the, eyentual appointment to be left to the Board. 
They pro",i8e to PI'Y the salary. After discussion concerning 
this matter at this and following meetings, it wa8 decided to 
inform theee'congregationes 

'a) That the iloard in the given circumstances doee:;'not·.cfeel. 
free to depart from the Miesion'Order, since the Uiesion Order 

-. Bspec,iiU~"stipulatee the support of a' Post. But 
~ '. 

b)'That wereco~end to these congregations to support 
the Doctor at Rehoboth for his salary, or 

c} That one, of the congregations pay the salary of the 
nurse, and the other the Principal at Rehoboth. 

d) If the two congregations cannot support a Post, that 
they then,according to the Mission vrder, endeavor to get 

.other congregations to enter this venture with them. If 
they ere not succeeeful in this, that they then accept b) or c). 

On Decemb.er 4, 1912, another meeting was held., and now 
the ~1ission Post at Tohatchi was tran~fe;red to the combined 
churches resorting under Classis Holland. The contract for 
thia was completed at a subsequent meeting. Concerning the 
claims of Mies K. Rosbach and Mre. O. Hartog_l'Iezeman,(Cf. 
Acte 1912, Art. 25, 2), it ie reported that Mies Rosbach ie 
not of a mind to eell her claiU4 nor with the intent to trans_ 
fer it; to the Miseion; and that of Mrs. Wezeman cannot yet 
be purchased. 

EBrlier it was noted that Missionary L. P. Brink was not 
well and was hospitalized at Rehoboth, but at the l!,srch meet-
ing l'our Board decided to comply with the request of the brother, 
alBo' !eco~ended by the doctor, 'to grant him an eight-month_ 
leave of absence with salary. And considering hiB expenses a.t 
the hospital in Los Angeles to grant him $100.00 to meet these 
costs. The Board, however, would like to see him spend his 
leave in the' center of our denomination, in order that he would 
be in. a position ~ 



I 
I 
I" . 

Page 99 

from there to labor in the interest of the Mission. In the 
same =th, however, .information was received that Rev. L. P • 

. Brink IIccepted a call to Hanford, California: 

A letter waS received from a certain Missionary Needles, 
who would like to study mediCine, Dr se missionary for the 
Christian Reformed Church work at ~wo Grey Hills. This was 

.... , ... sent to the Roseland churches for investigation and corres-
. '",llon.dence • 

. At a special meeting in June, Rev. J. M. Ghysele, Stated 
Clerk~·.:Classis Hackensack, apoeared to ask in the name of 
that ClaaBis, whether the Board would be inclined to sanc_ 
tion thEY:calling of Dr. Lee. S. Huizenga. for South America. 
After »rolonged discuss,ion it was decided~:. 

a)' To direct the attention'"'of this Classisto<·the,,.<l:eci­
. sion of Synod with reepe.ct to Our':Mission Field. 

b) That the Board can promise no support, much less 
s anc:t ion, while. it is called to"carry out the decisions of' 
Synod... ... ,., ... ..,.' 

c) That our Church hae more· than enbughwith'ite 'already 
chosen f'ield, and thu.B needs every possible support. 

d) That we. advise the brethren rescind their proposal 
. '·and as much as possible support our "own' Mission,in order 

that our strength do.es' not dis"integrate, ·andthe·worktha·t 
has been.cstarted.not be.disturbed; 

At t!lll"meeting of' July 19l.5,·Miss B. Rosbach' w.'Pap"'" 
'pointed ae:Boys' Matron at Rehoboth, and l~iss Alice Aardema 
of eincinnati,' Ohio .. as t~cher at Zuni to fill the plaoes 
of Mrs. 4thel Sipe and Miwti"A. Vande Riet. Mr. J. H. Bosscher 
of !.,ucas/,Michigan, wasapP'6intedAssistant Industrial Super­
intendenJ.,;.at Rehoboth, while .. the brethren J .C. Morgan and 
Mr. Van Pe·r·n;!.e !left. '"ii' 

At a meeting!i.n October 191.5, a contract was devised and 
Signed by the deputies of' Class is Muskegon .. '!nd the Secretary 
of the. Board, whereby the Miss-ion Post at Zuriiwa,s turned over 
to the Classis with the excentian of' the school work. Later 
Rev. H. Fryling, in the name' of Classis Muskegon, through the, 
congregation of Muskegon I, was called, and who accepted the 
call, and hae labored eince that 'time under the responSibility 
of this Claesis, in'adcordance with the new Mission Order. 

I 
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In November the Board xeceived a letter from the congre­
gationeof Roseland, notifying ue that they Ilad obtained a 
worker for Two Grey Hills, and requesting the Board to pro_ 
vide a house,' horses and buggy, interpreter, etc., 60 that 
he ,may begin :hie labors thar'e. Decideds 

1. The Board will provide horses and buggy, according 
to Articles 7 and 8 of the Mission Order, and leaves it to 
Synod to make this final. 

2. That the house at Two Grey Hille is livable and is 
the property of the Ohurch, and aleo is maintained by it. 

. 3. ,To point outs (a) That there muet be a contract be­
tween the R06eland congregations and the Board; (bi That the 
Board a.bides by the decieion of the congregations, even thoulZh 
the Board was not contacted inthie matter, and that the-; 
Board was even kept in ignorance with respect to the name of 

'the person. 

That. all the children are now provided with sponsors at 
Rehoboth, and it wes decided bymeana of De liachter, The Ba;n­
ner, and Bote to find sponsor6 for the children a.t the day -
school at Zuni for ~50.00 per, year. 

Further we may report the following$ 

The Training SChool was transferred from Tohatchi toRe­
hoboth because of the departure of Rev. L. P. Brink. The train.:. 
ing of the students ia now given by Rev. J. W. Brink and Prin­
cioal G. Heueinkveld. A communication was received from the 
ConSistory of Rehoboth that James Bec,enti becauBe of hie conduct 
has left the Training,School. Dolth Wood, formerly at our 
Boarding School at Rehoboth is now enrolled in :the Training 
SChool, and Paul Jones and Hugh Denetdele have advanced so 

-"". far that they can be employ-ed a8 interpreters for the mission­
ariee. James Ilecenti, after confessl.on, was also employed as 
interpreter by Mr. William Mierop a't Two Grey Hill •• 

Your Board is not ready to present to Synod well1worked.=;,'­
out advice cone erning oridination of graduate. of th .. Training 
School and Mission Helpers. See Acts 1912, Art. 25, 1. 

Neither in January 1913, nor in April 1915, but in Janu­
ary 1914, the Board of heathen MiSSions of the Christian Re­
formed Ohurch in America was represented by the brethren M. 
Van Vessem and J. Dolfin at the Home Missions Council. Acts 
1912, Art. 25, 8. 
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In accordance with Art. 22 of the Miesion Order, the Mis­
sion was inspected by Revs. H. Wa1kotten and M. VanVe,ssem in 
1912, and by Dr .H."Beets and Rev. J. Dolfin 'in 1914. Com­
plimentary Paeees fo,r"'the inspectors were obtained from, the 
Santa Fe R~ 'R. 

",All the members of the Board with the exception of'Rev. 
Ii. M. 'Vander' Ploeg regularly attended the meetings'ii",In, .. Jitnuary 

jRev. Vander Ploeg wrote that because of disvance, and expense 
he would only be able to attend the meetings once a year. Since 
that time his alternate, Rev. E. J. Tuuk.·h ..... 'attended the month_ 
ly meetings, who ia at Ho Harid, M~ah:'gan. 

,,;, ~.the' m_ting of February 9: 1914, the secretary noti-
:fi,edthaEoard that he would no longer be a bleto' fill' this 
o:f'f'J:ce. 'Relh(J. Doifin wa8appcrinted in hie pllice. 

"During these two years',much repair has been done on the 
existing buildings, and the following new structurea were built' 
a School with two claes roqms and,a chaps1; a barn et Toha'tchi; 
also a parsonage" for Rev. J. W. Brink ,at Rehobo'th; and tem­
porary buUdinl'!' at Cro>n:\il!QiIit;t;.,'/i-J)I!g;inniilg will now be made 
for building a new pl>,r:eonagec'8't(Zun1: (Cf. Acts 1912)s Doctor's 
house,,,~d,;X>anager'e"c0ttageat Rehob'oth; improvements of the 

,Mission houee",atTwQ"Grey Hille. 

The following peraonnel is now on the mission fields 

REHOBOTH, NE\f 14EXICO. 

Rev. J. Ii. Brink -'~iseionary,(Eaetern Av:Snue, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.) 

Mr. John Spyker _ Genera 1 Manager. " , 
Dr. C. J. K. Moore -Medic:alMie,Edf6naiy. 
Head Nurse _ (replacement for Ura. G. Heusinkveld must 

still be obta~ned. ) ",." 
Nurse'in Training '~" Klb;,;:':Christine Beltz. Hood'{Fr'eijion't, ·.Mtch. ) 
'. . ,. M.iss Fannie Becenti, (Sherman <it., 

',. " Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
",.; Houeekeeper 'for;'Hospital_ Miss Jane Nyenhuls • 
.PrincipalandDi.a;cip~inarian _.MiBe'Kathryn Venema. 
'N1eis:tantTeacher " Miee Oarrie Ten Houten. 
Indufftrtel Superintendent - Mr. J. 'H. Bosecher. 
Girls' Matron _ Miss Anna Derks. 
Boys' Metron _ Mise Bertha Rosbachr. 
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Housekeeper _ Miss "'6ry Styf, (Zeeland I.) 
AIIs'iBtant Housekeeper - Miss Olarissa Pierson. 
Laundress_.Mise Margaret DeRuyter. 

TOHA TOHI; NEW MEXlOO. 

Rev. Lee S. Huizenga, M. D.·~ (Glaseis Holland.) 

OROZIER, NEW.MEXIOO. 

(Two Gr~y Hills.) 

Mr. Willi"m Mierop - Missionary in Oharge (Roseland, Ill. 
Ohurches • .) 

Mr. Jsmes Becenti - Interpreter (Ridott, Ill.) 

OROWN POINT, NEW MEXICO; 

Vacant _ (Paterson, N. J. Ohurches.) 

ZUNI, NEW MEXICO. 

Rev. H. Fryling, Missionary (Olass is Muskegon.) 
I-liss Alice Aardsma, Teacher. 
Miss Hattie Beekman, Matron. 

1be following school children sre supported and instructeds 
TRAINING SOHOOL, REHOBOTH, N. 14. 

Paul Jonas _ Broadway Ave., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Hugh Denetdele _ Orange Oity, Iowa. 
Dolth· Wood _ ·N. N., Zeeland, Michigan. 

BOARDING SOHooL, REHOBOTH, N. M. 

Joseph Bar.gen ~ Englewood, New.'Jersey. 
Donald Bergen _ First urand Rapids, Michigan. 
Paul-Cadman _ Grandville Ave., Grand .Rapids, lUchigan. 
Frederick aoen _ Harrison, ~outb Dakota. 
John Oook _ Overisel, Michigan. 
Mark Oook ~ Roseland I, III, Ohicago, Illinois 
JuliuB Deney _ Kalamazoo I, Michigan. 
Robert De Groot _ Luctor, Kansas. 
Richard Duncan _ Midland Park, New Jersey. 
Willard Duncan _ Oentr.al Ave., Holland, Michigan. 
DaVid B. Evans- LaGrave Ave., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Lambert Franklin _ Franklin St., Grand Repids, Michigan. 
D. Brainerd Holland - 14th St., Holland, Michigan. 
George Hood _ Grandville Ave., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Roy Johnson _ Englewood I, Ohicago, Illinois. 
David LiVingstone _ Paterson I, New Sersey. 
Ohee Paslakai _ Sherman St., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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Albert Sherman - Zeel.!!nd I, Michigan. 
Henry Whipple - New:"Holland, South Dakota. 
Marcus Whitman - Ooldbrook, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Herbert· Whitman - Muskegon II, Michigan. 

"l" Leonard Whitman - Palla, liowa. 
Marinus Williams - Grenthe, Michigan. 
Olarence Willeto _ Albert Gardner Mission Society. 
Edgerton .Young - .9th St., Holland, Michigan • 

. ~"." . Graca Avisso-".Threg Lady Friends. 
Wilhelmina Beets _ ?roapect St., Passd.iC;,.,)iN!!w;J·ers,ey. 
Jacoba 'Bi:centi .. Olrlcago I, llUnoie,;, ",;.~ .... 
Emma Borle _ Franklin St., Grand Rapi'ds, Michigan. 
Leonora Br.;l.pk, _."Englewood I, Chicago, Illinoi::l!'-.... ,., 
Alln!Ibel Brihk _ LaGrave Ava., urand Rapids, Michigll,Il. 
Evelyn Oadllij!n - Friends, Urand Rapids, Michigan. 
Ethel Oadman'- Oh'icago i, IllinoiS. 
Jessie.Ourliamith _ Friend, Wellsburg, Iowa. 
Johanna Ourlismith _ Friend, Holland, Michigan. 
Nonabah De Groot _ O~ldbrook, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

.... Nona Go.rdon _ Dennis·,·"'/we., urand Rapids, Michigan • 
. ,"':',:'. Ma,:ttie· Green - East Ssuga tuc k, Michigan.' 

.,;;,'.::riiiii:Rl;lai - Roseland Ii., III, Ohicago, Illina.i.s. 
Marth!! Holland - Dougl!!'''' F!!rk, Chic!!go, Illinois .. ,. 
Ann!! Johnston - Lafayette; Indiana. ,f" 

Mary. Johnson -South HoHJl.nd, IllinoiS. .if, ,. 

Dorothy Livingston -.Pateretln.III, New Jerlley. 'c.,·'" 
Oatharine Murphy - Reeman, Mic~n.,. 
Nonabah Murphy _ Broadway Ave., urand Rapids, j.iichigan • 
. Jennette Paton - Lynden, WaShington. 
Oora SheT:lDBn -·Muskegon I, Michigan. 
Minni,e·Slfe'rman - Oleveland, -Ohio • 

. ":",.,,,Elizabeth Smith -_Frospect ?ark,. New Jersey. 
':::"'Julia Smith _ Graafschap, Michigan •.. 

Esther Yazzi ~ Friend, Hamilton, Michigan. 

ZUlU Dl>YSCHOOL, ZUNI, N. M. 

Irving Boonsy _ Hull, Iowa·. 
John Oushty_,Hull Iowa'. ;')",;.,.' 
Ned N'ashtu"",LaGrave AvEi';".'~'G:rand Rapids, Michigan. 
George Suphony _ Y. L. M. 'Guild, Ka lama zoo III, Michigan. 
Che.rlel!;,;~.j'uya,t1..;.-;Y •. L. M.' 'Guild, KalamazoCt· III, l-!ichigan. 
Nichla'",Yuyeegelu''': Grand Haven- II, Michigan', 
May Hustita - 14th St., Holland, Michigan. 

.. 
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Mable JUla - Munster, Indiana. 
Hilda Lidaluts .. ta - Mr. and Mrs. W. Aardappel, Orange Oity, Iowa. 
Oelia Moma w Helen Shaw, Brooklyn, .New York. 
Amy Humpekya - Y. L. M. Guild, Kalamazoo III, Michigan. 
Pauline Tsanati - Roseland III, Chicago, Illinoie. 
Rosa Zuni _ Ten Mission Friends, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Ooonsie Lupalits - Franklin St., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Lucy Mona _ Franklin St., urandRapids, Michigan. 
Helen Nashu _ Franklin St., 'Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Douglas Layata - Franlin St., Grand Rapids, Mich~gan. 
Four children etill unsupported by Ohurchesor Societies. 

Balence 
Olassis 

• 
M 

" • • -
" • • 
H 

• • 

FINANOIAL REPORT OF THE HEATHENvuSSION 

I . 
FROM JUNE 1, .1912 TO JUNE1~,., 1915;" 

RECEIPTS 

of the Pr"'vious Year 
Grand Rapids East 
Grand Rapids West 
Hackensack 
Holland' 
Hudson 
Illinois 
Muskegon 
Orange Oi ty and Sioux,:Oenter 
Ostfriealand 
Pacific 
Pella' 
Zeeland 

From other, including loan of $2,500.00 
.Total 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries, all Workers 
Rehoboth School and Hospital 
Tohatchi 
Zuni 
Two. Grey Hills 
General..Exp",naesj and $500.00 loan 
Board Meetings 

Total 
Balance 

Outstanding Notes Unpaid $2,000.00 

$ 8,516.57 . 
.16,872.66 

5,261. 74 
1,407.45 

102.40 
1,564·52 

157.44 

John Dolfin, Tressurer 

·Books examined and found correct bys. 

Harry A. Rietdyk 
Isaac J. Fles 

, 5,178.40 
1,803.62 
5,212.50 

407.90 
2,375. 42 
1,504.;58 
5,558.29 
2,752 .;56 
5,004.46 
1,164.48 
. 873.46 

1,099.45 
2,261.54 
2.410.17 

$52,386.83 

31,482.58 
$ 904.25 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE HEATHEN HISSW1, 

FROM JUNE 1. 1913 ,TO JUNE 1. 1914 

BECiii-rs 
Balance of the Previou:a""Year 
Glaae ie Grand Rap1da"East- , 

.' Grand Rs.pids Wes t 
II Hackensack 
II Holla-nd 

-II Hudson 
• Illinois 
II Muskegon 
.1' Orange City 
II Oetfriesland, .. ,~ 

• Pacific -
II pelle 
II Sioux Center -

• Zeeland 

:,,~': 

.~,-- .. -

-
.<~.!" 

. ', .. ,;.':: 

From others. including loan of $2,.500.00 
Legacy, Tobias Koffers, Holland. i-'ich. 

Total 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Selarie,e if a 11 'Workers, 
Rehoboth School and Hospital 
Tohetchi' 
Zuni ,',', , •. ,;'0',;,"., 
Two Grey"; H~,l1:if+"-?' " .... ';"','" 

Cr01"ll Point, 
General Expense •• and loan of ~';_ 

*3.500.00 with Interest 
,Board meetings 

,; Total 
Balance 

$8,042.61 
13.5S6.93 

400.08 
1,418.87 

555.24 
781.70 

'._'-' 

4,053.04 
99.50 

John Dolfin, Treasurer 

$ ",904.25 
2,581.57 
3,591.29 

519.27 
'1,544.27 
1,059.89 
2,829.09 
1,713·25 

957.74 
1,159.95 

S65.74 
1,187.29 
1,499.85 

,2,272'·75 
2,290.15 
5,792.85 

.,f($30,674.48 

28,947·27 
$ 1,726.51 

, " Books examined and:i'ound correct bys 

Harry A. Rietdyk 
Isaac J. Fles.,<,_, "-'j 

-.• C"",·',,:· 

As one ~.,Bee from this report, we might clo.e our, 
book-year wi-thom d'ebt. We were-enabled,:tOil,do this by means of 
the legscy of Mr. Koffers. A word of ~nks 
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ia due Mr. I Marsilje for the fine services rendered in this 
matter. Further we would like to call to· the attention of the 
Olasses with a few exoeptions that they gave less in the second 
year than they did in the first. This .must of necessity be 
changed, if we are to expand our work among the Navahoes and 
the Zunies. 

The Board of Heathen Missions presents th .. following to 
Synod as found in the Agendas 

1 •... Syn6d give its adheeion to the transfer of the Train­
ing School from Tohatchi to Rehoboth. This took plac .. because 
;f the departure of Rev. L. P •. Brink, and th .. advice of the 
Oonference. 

'In this matter the advice of' the Oonference is a8 fol­
lowes ·Oonferenc .. expresses th. ·conviction",l.hB:t.~_the·.'Tra.ini!}g . 
School for native helpers is one of the most important fac_ 
tor. in our Mission work. And that 'We should k ... ep the 
Training Schoel at Rehoboth, N. M •. That this 'Work be extended 
and placed on a permamnent basis. ft _ 

2. a.ynod take note of the differences between the cal­
ling churches Roseland and Paterson, and the B·oard. 

These congregations pay the salary of the Mission~ 
ary, and the other expenses are paid by the Ohurchin general. 

The Board, according to the Mission Order adopted 
by the Synod of 1912, believes that .. thesjt calling churches 
should be 'responsible f6r all the expensu of thlt Missions 
Posts taken by them. Su Art. 8, Mission Order •. 

These churches appeal to the fact that they 'Were 
already laboring befortj the Synod of. 19J2,and therefore 
have the right to abide by the rules adopted by the Synod 
of 1910. Se. Articles 45 and '44. 

5. Synod appojnt ~o~eone 'Who can devote all his time 
in the interesta of general IUasion concernss Jewish, Do_ 
melltic, ·Heath .. n. 

aj In order to inform the churches more claarly and 
awaken greater interest, in the cause of missions. 

b) In orderto'obtain spacial gifts. 

c) Oollections be taken and divided on a pro rata basis 
according to a Budget established by Synod. 

d) He be a member ex Officio of the three Oommittees, 
'Which consult' .l'ith him and regulates his work. 
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4 •• Sinc.·a!·;H :the Pests which Synod has.iii.s:igned, Sytlod 
.B.J.ert. thecchurclii>s and Classes concerriing-·the expansion 
of thef'ieidby opit~ng:Blanc6.Canyon. in the North-east, .. nd 
Beautiful Mount .. in in the'Nqrth_"West of our Mission Field. 
Only five Classes of the ·t.hirteen. hav.so:f!8i<r-;.a ..... a Ciassis 
or by means of a calling church or churches have taken over 
a part of the Mission Field ameng the Navahoss and Zunies. 

Humbly submitted, 

. In the Nama of the Board, 

J. Dolfin, __ S ... cretary 

-p. S. The delegate • .to Syned are' kindly raqueated to. spread 
in gen9ral the bceklet, embcdying the lk.te.s.t..raporte ccncern­
ing cur Heathem Missicn, and to. reccmmendit·fcrthe finan-
cial benefit of Heathell!'lolissions, and to. awaken interest therein • 

.. ,;, 
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SUPPLEMENT V. 

REPORT OF REOEIPTS ANDDISBURSEJ.!ENTS 

OONOERNING JEWISH MISSIONS. 

Honorable 'F!i.the~sari.d . Brethrens 
~ 

Th .. responsibility rests upon me to give account of the· 
receipts and disbursements with respect to Jewish Missions. 
It·i8 for me a sense of satisfaction that for twenty years 

. I could eerve as Treasurer for this branch of the work in 
God I eKingdom. With th';'nksto our God I may say that with joy 

.1 constantly engaged in this work.! dare .teetify freely that 
the love of Ohrist prasse1f?not only to pray for this people, 
from which the Christ sprung as far as thaflssh is concerneq, 
but also that I-~ightd08omething towarde.their salvation. 
It was a work of love. The -gra tification was th .. faith in th .. 
promieee of J shovah., that -he has ·chosen this p·eopl .. and not 
cast them off, and that onc. again he shall make himself 
glorious i"b Jsrael •. 

The Lord has not put.us to shame, and Qur p~opl.in the 
last two years have· shown a compsssionate heart for JacobI 8 

. wandltring posterity. 

Th~ rltcltipts from June 1, 1912 to May 51, 1915 are aa 
followss 

Balanc .. , June I, 1912 
Recltipts to May 51, 1915 

Total 

Disbursementss 

Ohicago Hebrew Mission 
Paterson Hebrew Mission 
Cl.vw1~d Hebrew Mission 
Traveling Expenses 

Total· 
Balance, June I, 1915 

$;,000.00 
l,O?5.00 

25·00 
16.75 

Receipts from June I, 1915 to may 51, 1914s 

B,l?nce, June I, 1915 
Receipts 

Totel 

4.066.75 
$2,576.05 
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.Disbursemants, 

Chioiigo Hebrew Mission 
Paterson Hebrew Mission 
Traveling Expenses (met 

$:5,000.00 ;.. 
1,000.00 .. 

twice) ;>0.00 
Total 

Balaruj<t,May:51, 1914 
$4,0;>0.00 
$:5.55;>.02 

'1'hlt"oommittee has examined the books and found.''them 
in order • 

. Herewith your. Tr:!lasurer in a.happy frame of mind",~ 
plllo .... his ,work in'th,@,.,hands of Synod, .trus.ting."thatc.th., 
Gospel proclamation to, that ancient people prayerfully 
shall be, proseouted ... w~~y and zeal •. In propartion. ·to, the 
work and workers the blesifitig;:.pf the Lord is not less amo~g 

",.,the JilWS than the Gentiles .• And'''We··have .. the most sure promis­
"sbaforeus inl!Jod',s Word, thath .. will havs compassion over 
his' anoi@t people. . 

Hope in the Lord, ° nationt .. 
For with Him there iagrace 

And plentsous salvation, 
For all who seek His faa-. 

He shall radeem •... Hi1Iu,peo,pl .. , 
HiAchos en,rilxa:vl,. .. 

·From·, ... ll th .. ir sin and .. vii, 
And .. al~ their gloom dispel. 

Oh, might salvation 'come forth out of Zion upon Israel; 
when. God reacusa his people from its suffering and bonds, Ja­
cob will r·e.joice. And Israel continually rejoicing. shalLgiv, .. 
the glory to lisr Lord. 

..', . 

J. I. Fles 
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SUPPLl\l(ENT. VI. 

REPORT OF THE EMERITUS BOARD 

TO THE SYNOD OF 1914. 

Estsemed Brethrsns 

The Board, consisting of the members Mr. 5.5. Postma; 
Mr. D. Van Loo, Mr. J •. Heeringa, Mr. F. Kn1phuizen, and Rev. 
M. Van Vessem, met four times at the home of the Treasurer, 
brother J. Hesrings, ·at Holland, Michigan, at which all the 
members were present, with the exception at our last meoting 
brother Kniphuiz~ was absent because of weakness. 

Through the generosity of the Church, wo were not only in 
a position to pay the quarterly alotments,butalso a gratifi­
cation of 15~ in June 1913, which WSB received with joy and 
gratitude.«e also felt necessitated to grant il00.00 to an 
emeritus minister who lost his library through fire so that 
he might buy reading material. For the brother.a pleaBant sur­
prise. 

With the death of the late Rev. R. Drukker, his allowance 
endea at the beginning of the year 1913. 

Olassis Sioux Oenter requested an increase in the allowance . 
of Mrs. J. Stadt. It was increased to $200.00. 

At the request of 01assi8 Pella emeritation waS granted to· 
Rev. A. J. Brink with a stipend of$60q.OO until the next· Synod, 
and at the rqueet of 01a8eis Zeeland $400.00 to Rev. H. Vander 
Werp on his emeritation. 

Olassis Sioux Oenter requests $300.00 for Rev. H. Huizigh 
wi th hisemeritation. Decided to grant him $100.00 until the 
next Synod. 

The books of the secretary and treasurer were examined 
twice and found in order. 
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The report of the Treasurer is as fol1owss 

Balanc", 1912-191, 
aeceipts 

Total 
Diebursements 
Balance, June 191'-1914_ 
Rec8ipts 

Total 
Disbursements 
Balance, June 1, 1914 

'Lubbers Fund $1,,78.86 

$ 617.16 
4,221.09 

$4,8,8.25 
2.292.04 

,,~1, 445.21 
2,689.77 

35,1,4.98 
4 t 108,.1O 

$1,026,88 

The Board, ~ropo.es th~the fOllowing allotttiitnts 
be mades 

-Mrs. M. J", Bosma $ 400.00 
aev, Vanden Bok 400,00 
Rev. A. J. Brink 600.00 
,Re". H. Vander Werp 400.00 
Rev-,,, H. Huizingh ,00.00 
Rev. G. lkoene -,,".""-, ,00.00 
Mre. Temple ., .. ,'. 200.00 >"1-

Mrs'. Bro"kstra 200.00 
Mre, 'RemBin 200.00 
Mr •• ,Lang"reis 200.00 
Mrs. Van 'llaanderen 200.00 
l-tr.s. Stadt 200 • .00 
Orphane of Rev. J. Van Houten 200.00 
Vir", E. R. Haan 150,00 
Mrs. A. Van Houten 150.00 
Mrs. Stun 1.00.00 
Total $4,.200.00 

The names of the reti'ring Board members ares, Mr';:J. !iee'r­
inga, 14r. D, Van Loo, and Rev. M: Van Veas_. 

The quota. ,remain the same at 25': per family • 

With thanks to the Lord for all hie blessinge; thanketo 
the Church for it. confidence; ana prayer for the help of the 
Spirit. 

In the Name of the Board, 

M. Van Veseem, secretary 
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BUPPLElo!ENT VII. 

REPORT OF THE OOMlHTTEE ON OHUROH HELP. 

Worthy Brethren in our Lord Jesue Ohrist: 

It is with joy that your committee may file its report 
with your honorable assembly, and can testify of the continual 
prol<r6lls which is' being made in the interests of this fund. 
!bout twenty years ago we could speak of recei~ts in hundreds 

, of dollars, and now we can s)leak of a few thousand. In the last 
two years collections of $6,476A26 were received; $663.62 more 
than U,e previous two years) ; while $1,543.06 wes paid off , 
on Notes, which waS $325.89 less than the previous two yea'rs;'" d,."" 
What the ,cause wss for this ratter is difficult to say,'6onsider­
ing that this amount should incresse.e .. ery year. The amount " 
that the churches owe,·Church Jlelp is \122,861.60. Five congrega­
tions received promises of loans in the amount of $2,000.00, 
but there is only .. couple of hundred dollars in the Fund. 
There are 59 churches that have received loans from the Fund. 
Although this report in many aspects is encouraging, we also 
see that there is still a great need, and therefore we can free_ 
ly recommend Church lielp to our Ohurches. With the continual 
growth of our Church in the West, and by the faithful labors 
of our missionaries, request for Church Help increases. And 
how Ohurch Help 'helps Domestic Mission is undsrstood by the 
brethren, who best serve the churches as miSSionaries. 

In making comparisons percentage_wise taking into consider_ 
ation all the families, we see that all Olasses dO'not give 
to Church HEllpwhat could be expected of them. Ite therefore 
present what eachClassis gavlI per amount per familys Olas-
sis Grand Rapids E!ist, 20¢; Grand Rapids West, 29¢; ,Hacken­
sack, 30;i;Holland,22;i; Hudson, 30¢;, Illinois, 41¢; Muskegon, 
30¢; Orange Oity, 47¢; Ostfriesland,40¢; Pacific, 42¢; 
Pella, 27¢J BiouxOenter,' 39;i; Zeeland, 24¢; in .two years. 

Since Rev. J. Vander I~ey accepted the call extended by 
the Ou."atorium on behalf of our School and College, he ro-

, Signed as T.,.easurer of' Church Help, and Rev. J. Manni was .," 
elected in his steaa,who, since October 1913, has. performed 
this work. . 

At the cloee of the book-year May 31, 1912, there was 
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", the sum of $411.62 in the'Yund; total reoeipts, $6,476.28; t 
total, $6,887.90. 

'Disbur~emente; $6,625:65. Balanc e,'$262 .25. 

" , Help was given to the folliowing congregations sinO'S the 
last SYnod I ;,", 

Amsterdam, Idaho 
Farmlngton. Mont. 
Winnipeg, Canada, 
Redlands, Calif.' 
Edmonton, Canada 
Kuner, Colo. 

1250.01' 
100. CO 

",200.00 
200.00 
,00.00, 
500.00 
600.00 
600.00 

Conrad, Mont. 
Volga", S. D. 
Ams terclam,ldaho, 
Ha nc ook, Minn. 
Inwood, Iowa 
Hanford, Calif. 
Sibley, Iowa 
Worthinton, ,Minn. 

$250.00 
500.00 
500.,00 
500.00 ' 
400.00 

, Inwood,' Iowa 
Rudyard Mich. 

500.00 
400.00 

The following Churches are indebte,d to Church Help$ 

Rochester, N. XI; 
Grant, Mich. 
Leota, Minn. ; 
Sullivan, Mich'. 
Atwood,' Mich."I, 
Kanawha, Iowa 
Rudyard, 'Mich. 
Ellsworth; Mich. 
Harvey, Iowa 
Edgarton, Minn. 

,Byron Center, Mich. 
Rusk; Mich. 
HudsonvHle, Mich. 
Lebanon, Iowa"" 

$280.00 ,Chicago, Ohio $280.00 
t.s~ 225.00 Deon., Iowa. 

co'" 100.00 Burton Hgts., 
',. 620.00 East Palmyra, 

50.00' Prairie City, 
120.00 Racine, Wis. 
671.50 Ireton, Iowa 

2}0.00 
G.R.M. ,75.00 
N. Y. 555.00 
Iowa- , 400.00 

155.00 Noordelo06, Mich.,:" 
262.50 Kenosha, Wis. 
250.00 Caldwell, 'Mich. 
500.00 S. Boardman, Mich. 

95.00 New Hollend, Mont. 
'95.'00 Vesper, Wis. 
115.00", Randolph, Wie. 
785.0C; Hitchcock, Mich. 
205.00 Nyverdal, Canada 
500.00';;E'.lainfield, Mich. 

275.00 
645,00 
255·00 
100.00 
289.16 

50.00 
400.00 
240.00 
585.00 

Volga, S. D. ' 
Alamosa, Colo. 
Passaic, N." 'S.J~i":N'''':J. 

Oekaloosa, Iowa' 
16th St., 'Holland, ~Iich. 
Seibert, Colo. 

665.00" Bishop, Mich. 
450.00'. Farmington, Mont. 

96.00 Amsterdam, Idaho 
450.00 Wjnnipeg, Canada 
425.00 Redlands, Calif. 
4oc.00 Kuner, Colo. 
750.00 Inwood, Iowa 

47.50 
,00.00 
475.00 
285.00 
,00.00 
750.00 
600.00 
475·00 
500.00 
989.44 
500.00 
,00.00 
750.00 
500.00 
400.00 

'Ada; Mich. 
Corsica, S.D. 
MUSkegon IV, lUch. 
Conrad. MOnt. 
Paterson,l4adison Ave., 
Plover, Wis. 
MUSkegon Heights, Mich. 
llurdett, Canada 
Senborn, 'Iowa 
,Sheldon, lows 

N. J. 450.00 Hancock, Minn. 
270.00 Granum, Canada 
700.00 Hanford, Calif. 
190.00 Sibley, Iowa 
500.00 Worthinton, I,linn. 
500 .00 
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Tae Oommittee brings the following to_the attention of 
Synod that the re-payment of loans is not given consideration 
by some of the churches as is desirable. Some congregations 
have not paid anything back for several years; -yes, there are 
some congregations".'which have received loans six years ago 
and have not let ue hear from them. Fifte.en congregation have 
been delinquent i~ this respect. 

Your _Oommittee, therefore, comes· with the question 
whether theOommittee should write to these congregations 
from which we have not heard, and remind them of their ob_ 
ligations for re-payment. 

Four small congregations have done- more than they lOere 
obligated to do; they-paid everything which 'they owed. Theae 
congregations are BemiS, Pease, Otley, and George. 

With thanks for the confidence placed in us. 

Your Oommi tt<fl for Ohurch Help, 

.J. Manni 
J. Vander Mey 
R. Bolt 
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SUPPLEMENT VIII. 

Ri!:PORT OF DE: WACHTER COMMITTEE 

Honorable Brethren in our Lord J es.ue'Christs 

The Oommittee for the Superfi;sioliof De Wachter has the 
honor and s'l-:tisfaction to present: 'the ::;f'qllowing report to your 
honorahla ,bodys 

'<',. ""·::i;. 
1. According to the Rules adopted in 1910 by Synod, your 

Committee might be active in the concernsoi' this eccleeiasti­
cal,or!,an."Itbeld its regular meetings. Because of distance 
of Rev • .T; .T. HiEl",ellga in the laat"year, the meetings were 
held without this brother being present. With respect :to,.:, the 

,question addressed to Rev. Hiemenga 'whether he still considered 
himself a member of the Oommittee, no reply was received. 

2. In accordance with the decision of;;the last Synod, the 
mailiTll!, Tis:1; has become the property of trl'e Church, for which 
the sum of j185.00 was paid. 

,. Ocmtraci,t1i:.· ... :l:th the printer and the business manager 
were renewed. , , 

4. Advice was given to the Busine,es Manager and the Edi-", 
tor-in-Chief 'eS often as such was requested. Oonstantly there 
are still articlee sent in, which according to the judgment of 
the Oo~ittee cannot be placed. More often articles are sent 
in tl):!?t'are nothing more than advertisments, and which they 
end,eaVor to smuggle in as ordinary reading material in our 
pa,per ae formerly happ:ened 80 many times. There were also 
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now and then letters received wherein objections were rai~ed 
with res"ect to one or other of the personnel, but generally 
the OOmmittee could bringe these matters to a satisfaotory 
conclusion. Only one s-ubscriber believed he had not receivsd 
satisfaction, and refused further to read De 11achter. 

5. Th.e,Fiilailc-ial.-Report is a_s follows ~ 

STATEMEl~T OF REOEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

Balance on hand 
June -1912 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 191) 
Februa-ry 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 1914 
February 
~larch 

April 
l-lay 

OF DE WAOHTER. 

June 1, 1912 to May )1, 1914 

Receipts 

;) 576.72 
58).6) 
296.40 
545.25 
495·95 
425·)0 
649.90 

1,450·9) 
2,41).61 
1,)45;88 
1,05).94 

877.80 
790.75 
492·)5 
712.47 
507.97 
400.)0 
65).)1 
516.65 
954.50 

1,9)7·27 
1,087.)5 

991. 77 
909.)7 
718.50 

$21,)87.87 

Disbursements 

$ - 805·08 
504.74 
841.48 
5)2.56 
5)7.64 
141.09 

1,660.06 
1,759.65 

896.96 
775·75 

1,204.28 
585·54 
529,81 
684.04 
714.)0 

1,283.91 
697·52 
807.22 
468.25 

1,790.1) 
584.5) 
820.25 

1,270.46 
1,012.94 

$20,881.55 
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Distribution of Disbursements. 

Holland Printlng 00., De Wachter 
Theological'School 
New Me iUng List 
3ditors 
Oommission. Agents 
Administra tion 
Traveling Expense,' cuts, paper, etc 
IJtamps 

Receipts 
Disbursement. 
Balanoe 

To.tal 

$12,37;5.16 
4,om.oo 

;"-" . ,J.85..:PO 
1,270.34 
1,926.23 

914.82 
137.90 

72.10 
$20,8&1.55 

$21,;SEq .87 
20.881.55 

$ 506 .32 

D. W. Jellema, Business Manager 

Your Oom'llittee wishes further to place the 'fallowing be­
fore Synods 

a't"Thg a_ittee asks Synod wl1at to do with an offerliw-i'th 
reference tq,'th'e'l;a~mi.nistra tion •. " 

A person offers l) to assumec,the entire responsibility 
both admin1strll tively and financ ially"for a period of six years. 

'He admini,sters all receipts and disbur~il\1\!,nts, advertising, etc., 
etc.He will work the entire field of theOhlJrch. He promises 
$2,000.00 the first year for the Theological'School, and, the ',';, 
following year $2,500.00; or 2) that he perform all the duties as 
under ;'0. 1, and that his salary: be 10% of the receipts plus ex-
pensee .. 

b) The Oomiittee confidently recommends as far as De' Wachter 
is concernedtn,at all. ,the editors he re-apoointed, yet it ex­
pects that the' Oommitteeof Pre_advice will first consult De 
Wachter Oommit4>e,which is ready to give further information. 
At the Bame we fnfo=.y.ou that about six months ago Rev. J. 
Bolt reSigned as 'editor for the Department "From and For the 
Press," and aleo ae alternate Editer_in-Ohief. The Oemmittee 
appeintedRev. W. Stuart, who. accepted beth. We else inferm 
yeu 'that nev. J. Vander Mey, has reSigned as editer of the 
Depertro.ent ef "Views and Oritques,· hav,ing begun his work fer' 
the Schoel, and that Dr. J. Van Lohkhuyzen has been appeinted 
in his plac e. 
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0) The :'Oomm±ttee' requests .. Svnod 'so to' revise the Rules 
for De Wachter Oommittee so that the members of this Oommittee 
be eleot~d for a period of four years, 'arid that at eaoh Synod 
two members retire. In order to make this transition two mem..­
bers be appointed for four years and two members for two years. 
Synod, however, take into consideration distance. 

d)The .. Oommlttee earnestly recommends to Synod, that, if 
"possible; The Banner become the property of theOhurch. 

8) If The Banner does not become the property of the 
Church, that Synod then declare that de Department ~For the 
Young People" be published in English in De Wachter. 

Oonoerning the number of Buscribers it should be noted 
that the list is not much larger than the previous Synod. It 
is .clear to the BuilinessManager and the Ooumtittee that there 
are not many agents, with a faw exceptions, nor the office~ 
·bearers,who are reooumtending De Wachter to our people. 

11e recoumtend tha t. Bynod strongly ur.,,-e the ministers and 
other offic~bearers to recommend be liachter:to· .. our_·pepple. 
l'luch more can be done for both the School and the Ohurch. 

Humbly Submitted, 

Your Oom:nit·tee for De Wachter,. 

J. Manni 
W. Heyna 
A. H •. Bosch 

,. 
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SUPPLEMENT Dt •. 

REPORT· OF THE OOMlHTTEE FOR THE LABOR 

MOVEl4ENT AND UN IONS. 

(Majority Report. ) (Of • Acts, Art •... 17.)..' 

Esteemed· b.rethrens 

" Your OoDunittee consi.sting of Rev. Groen, Prof. Schoolland, 
Prof. DeJong,.. BIder HekmanFand ·Elder Veenstra, (Ac.ts 1912, 
Art.75J" 1.1), p.resents .... th"',f'oIlo.wing repo.r,t .to Synod. 

,~ .. :: . 
";:.'.- In explanation why·the Oommit tee haIL ~'J1f;tlTlfilled the 

Synodical decis ion that· a report must be fileil.···in··t·ime with the 
Synodical Stated Olerk, we inform you that .. the committee was 
called together for the. first time on Jurie .. 8, 1914' by the·.pre',.. 
·sident. All members were present with the ~axception of Elder .~.",,: 
Hekman. 

Your Oommittee discussed the standpoint taken by our Ohurch 
in' 1902, 1904, and 1906, and is of the opinion that the Church, . 
since the grounds are Scriptural in our animation, should; ; .. ": 
abide by the earlier deciSions. 

. ·s, 
Your Oommittee therefore~dvi&ess 

1. that Synod continue to warn against worldly Unions; 

2. that with the making of\i:l-profession of faith the Oonsis­
tory take note of the pereon, wlli) s'e"ks full membership, as to 
hie stand with respect to Unions; 

< •• 

3. that with the application .of ecclesiastical discipline 
Oonsistories are called upon to be exceedingly careful. Each 
case demands separate action, wherein the character of the Union 
and the particular uersonel circumstances are taken into con­
Sideration; 

4. that Synod with emphasis point to 
respect to the organization of Ohristian 

the deciSion mede with' 
Labor Aesociations) 

.. .,..., ... 
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5. that Bynodvigorously promote discussion in the Prees 
conc erning the labor question.· 

Respectfully submitted, 

In the name of' the Oommitt.ee, 

G. D. De J6ng, Secretary 

P. S. In the discussion it appeared more clearly than in the 
COlll!!littee.meetings before the Synod of 1912, that the 
President of' your .Oommittee has objection to the stand 
taken by the Church. 

_'_t 

Lack of' time prevented the Committee to take into con­
sideration'and act upon report he presented. The presi­
dent informed the Committee of' hiB intention to present 
his views to Synod. 
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SUPPLiiMENT X. 

lUNORITYREPOkiJ,eF'<'THE OOYMITTEE WITffiRESPEOT 

, ,,! TQ>tJNIONl:! A-NrlTHE LABOR MOVEMENT. ,;, 

(Of • Acts, Art. 17.} 

Esteemed Fathera and BrethrenJ 

Far many years we have had the honar to' be a member af'" 
,the"abo'va-namedOolimiitte'e. Pram the-'beginning' we 'ilad'Bame'd'oubt,,,,, 
whethe'r th"B'tanp.,,'p'Oint~takan::by,theOommii.tee and by' o'ur 
Churches wal>,,;antirelY"]ust',name1.y- here-i'il',tha t"membership 
in a Union isa censurable sin.'1\o;",e thananc'e we havere\<lIBled 
cur abj ectiq~_at the meetings of:',theOommittee. lie did not feel 
aurselves 's,tr.lmg and determined'; enough;:W"oppoee t.he standpDint 
taken inthis'tnvo'lved mattB'r, "and"thilli 'With'hest'i.tation ,we 
went alcng with the conclusions ,of:"ths'OOmmit.te'e. 

- ,J 

'Slc;.;lJr on' we have'lnaependantlypahderedtl'f~B- me tter. 
We were pres<led theretO' nct cnly by"the't'remendcus grcwth,'cf, 
Unicns thrcughcut.the entire world, but "6'Bpecially'by' the' fact 
that Unicns,arefastincreasing in our city congregaticns, and" 
Itsi'ar as we lmcwthere i'e'nct cne cfDur Ocnsietcr.ias" to' be",,,, 
fcund;- ;';h1"h"'has' the"caurage,ncr i t.a<llf dispcsed t;6-,,'O;,o.nstd,er 
a member 'of'a Unian' to' be shut cut" cf the Kingdom af" God;~9'a"t/!!", 
centaminated member. 

Are all the:,"gensistoriss sO' terriblY' unfai thfulf" 

Dc,they;rjuet.'l~t/the wolves ferrce themselves intO' the 
sheepfeld er;;OhriBt't~j , 

Have thei"mB;'M>s:l,'ect fer'theecclesiastl".l'l and Syriod'i--
cal decisionst '~ 

Or are they men without courage, who are contralled by 
the spirit af the times? 

",''',·We' dars' not make such a ',harsh' j,u~gment. We da'patbelieve 
that the fallacy lies with them, ,but,,;ln the excessive standpoint 

",of' cur Churches. Fram them' 'is"e3[t\'ect''ad; wha t nO' 

, 

. "-'. ~ 

,,- , 
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well_informed office-bearer with a .tender heart would carry 
out. For clarification for the standpoint that we ·have taken 
we bring'the following oonsideratioIJ! before yous 

1. The -struggle of the working olasses against capitalism, 
which is becoming increasingly·strong and victorious, is not 
something that· comes from the Evil One, proceeding from a mis­
taken spirit of revolution, but a struggle for mare equality., 
freedom, and justice, in the development of the spirit of free­
dom of Ohrietendom in the sphere of social life,and is the 
fruit of comUlOn grace.So threatening is the rise of capitalism, 
which is fel tnot only by Social Reformers. but aleo by the· 
Christian Churoh, not only by the Ohristian but·aleo by the 
non-Chri·stians The enemy must be bound. The struggle is not 
only a struggle for the Union.., but is a just cauee, which is 
worthy: ·of consideration by all of us, regardless of the means 
that ar'<fbeing used to. attain this. 

2. Organization of all working people from all countries, 
Ohristian and non_Ohristian, local and international,· is 
lawful and necesssry. It should be like the government co~ 
munity upon the general communal basis of justice, truth, and 
love for the neighbor, the law of nature, and as much as pos_ 
sibleinfluanced through special revelation,· in the spirit of 
Christendom in the conscience of mankind. 

In the last-mentioned principle lies the great principial 
differenc e between us and the brothers who eo strongly cond eIIln 
the Unions. If our principle ~is· just, then: thereby at least 
two_thirds of the criticism against the Unions is·.·rejeected •. 

We believe on the basis of the Word of God that in this 
dispensation there· neeobe no absolute separation·.in' the sphere 
of .natural life nor does· there need be between Christian and 
non-Christiim, but that both upon the abovs_mentioned·principle 
can cooperate in promoting communal concerns, and maintain 
themselves overagainst~common enemy, .and that such a union .. 
not only can exist on a national or ·political basis· butaleo on 
a social baeis. . 

This unity and cooperation rest upon: 

a) The brotherhood of all mankind by means of creation. 

b) God's general revelation in nature. 
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o} The" in£luenc'eof" common grace., 
" 

d) Is not abrogated' but r~ther much ennobled by the infl­
ence of epecial revelation.' '" ' " 

Separs tion in the sphere of ..natursl iife is sometimes per;.. 
mitted f'or the Ohristian and sometimea desirable., it'",s,Jlch a 
separation is not'harmf'ul to the whole';of' social life of' man 
or break it,do>nl:?;,:;but rather builds up; and ,is billy a 'duty 
when an areahl>e"'Il'G, deterio,rated' .thet a Christian is dutibound 
thereby,to"den~/:Gbd.lf we depart :e.-om this general principle, , 
,we either fall, into." a: na rrow-inih'l,i,d s epara tism,' a.; wi thdrawa ~,f'rom 
alL legitima tl>ioa~i!ae of, natural-';;iife,',oT' .'intocintolerance,.''Of" the, 
Roman Ohurch in~:%he',Middle ,/t.gt!!fl;;endeavoring with forest" bring 
the entire area of netural lif',,"':;"nder the rule of epa'ciai revelation. 

,We are threatened with,t~:f'irst danger, 'namely, a narrow-' 
minded separatism. Fortunetel~ in this respect we are very in~ 

"conSistent, ' and this 'see1iit~ii'h~m ia confined to the ,labor"" ' 
mOv,eme.nt. :.~~;" 

,.~"",,>. _We have, for exatnple, appareni:ty"biu:diffar"-n~ tit~ndhds 
','; for the demands of moral life, one,·for gov,ernment and another for 

labor organizations._All thst we do _with respect _to f.he"firs_t 
without any qualms", 'is "_dond emned aa a cenarab'1e'sin in the second. 
And y<;>t how much4!i~i-larity thsrs 'is, betw'Ben political relation-' 
shipe and industf:l¥relationships of which the'Un'{bn for'm';,"" ,-
a part. .~ i . ;~.~., 

Both -belong to the sphere of -natural Iif'e;' 

"Both are, institutions, creatione of GOd, and gradually 
develoned by him. 

,Both stand under the corrupting influence of sin. 

In both the Ohristfim,ID;UBt be faithful and never deny 
hie, king, 

And in spite of the different functions cf"aach the same 
ethical demands in both are opefat~ve for the Christian. 

And how do our Ohristian 'cio,t.!i.z.ens now conduct themselves in 
natioilal',citizenship?'" 

, c';''" 
They take arr oath.w,ithout there being a necessity for it, 

to be raithful'to the Haf.ionallionStitution, whichd,,~encitmeni.: 
tion !lod' e Word, and doe'S not-state thllt God' e honor must be 

, the purpos e of our lives. 

Replaces himeelf'under'sta-te constitutione a'nd city '';her_ 
ters,which do not mention the name of God, ana' are completely 
neutral. 

Thev live in a state of brotherhood with all kinds:, of ,wor,ld­
ly people. 



.,:.-'. 

Page 124 

,They make oromises and ewear oaths of different kinds, 
many times about incons,equential things. 

They are severally and jointly liable as' citizens, and 
yet thay believe they do not have, to ,be reeponsible for the 
sins of the government done against their will. 

They benefit the worldly citizens of their own country 
above the brethren in Ohrist o£ other lande, I'vidently in con­
flict with the,'the'requirement of the Lords "Most of all to 
the household of faith." 

This aU ,they dare to do without a troubled consoience, 
and rightly so. 

One then eomEl! to the matter of living together in society, 
namely, with respect to Unions, and then, if a Ohristian does 
the Bame things, although he does not go half as far, then they 
bear with him temporarily, because he must still be nurtured, 
but he neverthelese comes under the reproach that he is a cen_ 
Durable sinner, who later shall have to be excommunicated. Such 
judgments in our opinion are inconsistent. 

And now they 'endeavor to cover thie inconsi~tency by 
claiming that one belongs t.o the State by necee£iity".andto"'the 
Uni,on bv a free aat, but that supposition is not right. This 
might be true for Deniel and his friends in the Oaptivi ty,' 
but all of us by a free act became citizens of this count'l'Y'" 
even if we have haenborn here-, we in a moment can rob our_ 
salves of this privilege, and live as strangers 'and sojournars 
on tha aarth, and then our eaparatism is consistently carried out. 

But although wa act inconsistently, our standpoint with 
respect to Unions, may be just" and thus we are now going enter 
into the matter of objections to Unions. 

This first objection is that the Unions do not acknowledge 
God's Word as the source of justice. (Of. Unionism snd Unions, 
p. 26.), 

But the Unions can do this no more than the Constitution 
cf the United States or the Constitution of the several States, 
the CitY_Charters or of business corporations, because these 
organizations do not.stand in the sphere of redemption, but 
that of nature, not in the sphere of spacial revelation but 
of general revelation. 

For the Same reason the second objection iB nUllified, 
namely, that Unions are guilty of negative Atheism, (Unionism, 
p. 32). be,cause God is not mentioned in the constitution. 
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:';::; ." .':4·1 though.1ft)d:-;·ie not, mentioned th.srBin :any-;(tnore than in: .the:::;,~Book 

J--_' _, 

.' ,'-. ~,:{' of, "Esther, yet His existence is assumed,' 8'S' is seen- 'in'-ths'· Dse 

.. :,,l-

of ,the oath by the tJnions. 'C", 

J. third objectio~is that in the Unions .. the Christian, must· '" 
make: a permanent alliance, a brotherhaodwith all kinds of 

. wori!Uypeople. (Unioni'EI!n, P. ~O, andA,he0J1eport of Glassis 
Grand. Rapids· Il'est, p. 5.) 

:',. ,'t 

.,:4'I<ht ·one should. observe.thatthie "brotherhood is only ns:-
··,·"tur"d.;'~nd temporary; grounded·'in.crea:t£Q.nA'J"om one .blood, and 

in,.a .. pax.t.icular .relationehip ,withtho.8EFpe.rs.ona WAQ)Il God. him­
sel£;,llIIi\.d;e •. The Union .does not maKe thc>ee wd:rkingmSJil ,0neF·but:·· 
only"j)n.:i.nge to f<Jrmal revelation a ,relationshd,p which.God"him,..., 

'ae1£1'I\;; .. created. . ,.' 

. Olosel.y releted.1s'?'aArourthobjection, namely this, that 
the'Union a'ims at·a·bald··~T.thly and, _terislistic, purpose; and 
the.Christian JlUl.st live for the spiritual for the glory of Goq. 
Ohristianand non-Ohristian;-'a.e· .,far as purpose in life, prin~' 
cipially go their· separa'te w"':iTe .• ' ' • c." 

"~ 

'.~\. 

, Now wemustithowever, ~.,a;"dli!atinction between' a~r 
and immdediate .. purpose, and ah&",ae,r. and. ul timatenul'mlae,' In 
the, lower and. immediate. purpose''WOrl~y people 'and"'ehlrcteetians, 
can vo:toe together. and work, nsme·lYi"iil,.the'pTomotion 'of natu~ 
rel concerns. The Union does not go' beyond this .either. If .the 
Union wanted to go beyond this, then it would go' outside of 
its aphene .. >and.,then only . cooperation between, the Ohristian 

. and wo-rldlingwould become 'impossible.But now it ca'n b&"done·. 
The Ohristiailalso·isnot so one~s-1dedly"spiritual that he 
engage .... wholly in that which is. spiritual to the ,negle.ct of. 
the natural .sociel con.cernB.Nor.does. the.Union hinder him .. in 
any way to promotehu,'c,sp'iritual concerns, and hie higher. 
spiritua,ij;" ideals ,by '·plac ing thens·tural thinga for. hime.elf., in. 
the f'~reJ$;round. ~~-i,>i3'_':' '. 

A !'ifth and v,ery,j~~o"taDtobjection ie,.that the Union 
places the... brotherhood,ofthec Union above .the.bro'therhood.in· 

." .. ehr.iat •. c1B;.~,pr.ejudic'ed. in fsvorof the members' of.theUnion 
above the brothers in Ohriet, and works to the detriment of. 
the brothers in Ohrist. (Unionism, p. 27, ~O, and Report, 
p. 10, 11' •. .) 

Thi ... charge i8 true only in part. 
a.)The Chril1tian, who is in tha Union, dO<fecnmt. preced ... 

in·. every reep ec t the member of··the Un±~.n; c btti:., only:in' .. the·ephere 
of the Union in referenc e to. le Iror. . ,.,'.: .. 

b) It doee not place in that realm s.. member of the Union 
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abave all Ohrietians, but anly abave them that do. nat ,want to. 
be ~ member af a Unian. 

c. He daes this on well-graunded reasons, because his bro­
ther inOhrist by 'remaining autside the Union, is not faithfully 
coaperating in the social struln<ie, and not only lets other 
'Workmm.strUJtl!:le JOlone. but ~.'coonerates with his secial oppe_ 
-nents tthich .. is .of .. harm. to .. him. 

Upen his. standpoint as Christian Union man, thie action is 
vary well under,standable, and is far from a cenl'urable sin. Who. 
we:uld want to. d,efend the propositien and put in practise that 
the Ohristian is ebligated in the realm ef nsturalHfe to 
faver his fellaw-Christians .by. placing in the backgreund the 
prapaeitieno.f·the.maturalandsocial'relatienships at the ex­
pense ef hisewn lawful cencerns' 'Who. can canduct himself'.in 
that Way in bUSiness, empleyment, in nationsl cencerns, in fa~ 
ily.life' No. ane can de that. No. ane daes it, and no. ene is 
obligated to. do. it. 

c,' " 

It. sixth ebjecti(m that is raised is this, that theUnien 
placee a self-made brotherhead ef labarere abave the spiritual 
bratherhaad in Ohrist,.and alsD.. abave the organic unity of tire 
human no·ce. They s.epsrate people into groups, and separate the 
emplayarframthe emplayee.Thie would then be in canfiict with 
the love toward his neighber accal'ding to God's command. 
(Unioniem, po.. 23', 24; .and Report, p. 9.) 

The claim that the Union is organized in this way ieto 
a great extant cerrect, b'ut the conclusion drawn ·therefrom is 
wholly incorrect. It ie true that the human race is ane, an 
erganism, also. in the sphere of. laber. But within this large 
circle there are again many smaller 'circles, which form a par_ 
ticular unity, where tlie members have particular duties aver­
against ene anether. This relatienship of these different cir_ 
cles ie the result ofs 

a) This manysided, r-ich development of the human race is 
according to the ordinances of God. If there were nothing elee 
then these circles would stend in a beautiful relationship to 
one another, but 

b) But the inevitable result of sin, caused .nnny. circles to apnear 
that stand wholly in enmity over against one another, for ex~ 
ample, the warld everagainet the Church, and even many church 
groups overagainet ·one· another.', Now the Union in the sphere of 
laber hae not made this cenflict but discovered it, was born 
out o~ it, did not want it as an ideal 
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bllt must i.eke··dt .. iilto',B:<lcountas -an inevitable '''real-lty, does 
not endeavor to continue it, but attempts, aa appears from the 
device of arbitration, as . .much as possible to take it away. 

'.Cheseventh·'!Oh,j~t.ion may be calLad the assertion, that 
. a member .01' the.!.!Jni"a. .. even ·though.·he .p.erB1>na!lly,',does. nothing" 
that is 'improper, that'according to the law ofeolidar1ty, is 
responsible not only for that which transpires in his own 10_ 

•• cal Union but., what takes, 'pla.c.e .in,.the, ent~re!Am<m;],CBn Fadera;...e " 
etion of Laborco!.'(Of. Unionism, p.22, .. ..l\ep.qJI't, .... pp .• !15p16'.;j 

it.lthough they acknowledge that inthe"State and the fami_ 
.ly the ·solidari ty doel>.not:.g"",that ,far'i",!bubit.does', in ·an. Or-, 
ganization, beceuseone ;i;dfneft .... it"ofhis own. fre's will. That· 
is only rela~vely t~~ In some pleces it is all but impos­
sible for e .. tl!\J;o,re1"-'t'll''''8xistw.1thout joining; a Union-", 'rb-en',, 

,one ia more fcr'''e··.:.lWt to, 'become .a ,citizen than to'! remain outside 
the Union.There,tore.,: in my opinion; i t·then, also"is;'unrea·s,onable 

.... to. take solidarit.yil1"a .... striatar.eense than!im.the·fa:m11Y"··'· 
_x:: State." end. Ohllll'oh ... r.E'Len in.·theOhurcb'.:w·e"reco:gnize!.th.e!us,e, of,! 

. p.rots-st, .... epReel." gr,wamen, .and,to.l.era=e, .. alUmBBllls·.:I.to'.tek .... oaway.' , .. 1."·; ." 

our respone .ibil i tyfor offence by ·:th .. "-bTgMII!.zILtiol1o'''·!l'h-e·more 
so in the Union. A member of the Union cimnot"{bet,cll'.eld guilty 

.. ;;;~ .. !o.r, the sinswhich"IlIi.;ght bepel'petrat.'ed'.hy.,the ihion.if hes 

:): 

a} Himself does not' participate; 
.j;))' Pro,teate in. the.,meIlIl}lr open to 'him a-gatns.t the' evil;"! .L. 

c) Seeks·tc.,·,take away· t:fi"",u::Lnsand the faults· of the Union. 

:S.olidarity· does bring w1"th.H ,a ,certain·natllraLcoIn.'Ilon , .. , 
lot with reenact to good or evil results of the actions of the 
Vn~, but that is .something een·tirely, different ,than.apers'onel 

,J~'dicial responsibilUy befor,e a court of,law1LSurely <&li"theee'·' 
.. $'ifonsiderations plac.e';l~\le oblectionas· 8: weak ground for, church 

. "··discipline. ,i,I' "1'.' 

All the objecttnns that have been stated denend more or 
less together,precedi71g ·againet the'princiJl~e8:mentioned"by us 
on page 1. 

Th.ere :are, however, "tilL a . few more independent .obj ec tions 
too ,whi_ch._we wieh· to -call to .. ,.yO-UT- attention~ '.-',:' 

"", 1. There are 
. (C:£'. Unionism, p. 
.,.lmg reasonas 

great objeetions to 
30, and.Reportf.,po. 

the oa ths of. the 'Unions, 
13and 14) ,for, ·the';~pHew-' 

a) BecausB-;Qnly the Gqvernment'm>o¥"'rB!quest an Cfath~ 
b). Beca u",e no need exiatlt"and .thati t·thue mus,tr,·be 

called inconsiderate swearing; 

-"'.~ . 

;;:j:':i ", 
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6) Beoause thereby the Unions are looked upon too much 
as secret societies. 

To remove this objection, we wish to point out. 

a) That most of the Unions do not require an oa·th, but 
a solemn promise; 

b) That where the oath is demanded, it haa an unpretentious 
form, and as far aewe know the ,Name of the Lord ie never ueed ' 
wi th h; 

c) That·the oath is generally is not demanded from the 
ordinary members; 

d) That it,ie.very doubtful whether the Government only 
can request. an oath. God l s Word does not say so,but to the 
contrary eives varioue examples, that from those in 'office, who 
hold very reepO'neible positions, and in whom much confidence 
must :.l!e placed. Out Oatechism does not propose it either. See 

'Lordls Day'57, Geeaink, Ordin,mc"s, Volume II, p. 506, and the 
Fo'rm of Government of the !l. P. Church. 

e) That the Union has secrets and must have them, as well 
as a family, a consistory, but.yet are not secret societies, 

f'J Whether the oaths of the Union satisfy the requirem-ent 
of the Oa"echism, "To the ,glory of God, and the welfare of the 
neighbor," can be answered in the affirmative, if one considers', 
thepurpoBe and task ,of 'the Union in general. 

2. There are also objections to the many mesns which the 
Unions use in order to obtain their objectives, because they 
are means of force such aSI the strike, the boycott, the closed 
shop, the demand for official recognition of 'the Union by the 
w...rkers. the ne'ceeei ty of all laboring men to belong to the Union. 

We cannot enter into all these point one for one, but we 
only notel 

a) That even the Ohristian Labor Unions in the Netherlands 
and uermmy, if not a 11, yet most "of them use these means of 
pressure. 

b) That in a 'legitimate political battle, ell these means 
of force aTe used in a different form, and used in a stronger 
measure, and that they are continually justified by moralists. 
Is not this then valid .in a social war of labor over a"ainet 
capital! Hare too often victcry is possible without pressure. 

c) The pressure which the Union useB iB not by violence 
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wfth weapons,· which is reserved for the Government only. Violence 
has been practiced at the time of a strike, and poesibly some­
times the Boards of the Unions have had a betrayful part there_ 
in.But such is nOt the Jlurpose of the Unions. Those are Some 

. of t.he····1'ew"!tystet¥:alcoutbure.t~· which are:,found incall good move_ 
:Iilents; which have;·~everr.marred ;th" j1;eformaticin;. and by 'which . the'. ~'.­

whole .. may not be judged. 

5. Then there ~'the claim that the Unitins a1-e 'guilty of 
Sabbath desecreti~"!"" 

oJ By eetablishing that more must be paid for Sunday work •. 

We are of the opinion that with this ru;:l.e the purpoee is 
to eliminate Sunday work. " 

b} By ho'lo,ing meetings on Sunday; 
>:',.(,. " ." ,t~( <: 

This takes pl'ece in eome Unions, .but ;for themthere",,'i'e 
extenuating circumstano"s" for which 'each onf,,"!liusi;"be 'judged 
separately. , .. 

4. Finally, objection is ·ma<l-e that· the ,Unione 'UEe si.nful 
means for financiaf~'"~vantage,,such ees Exoursions on Sunday,· 
dance parties, card',@!;mes, etc. 

lte are 'willing, to 'believe' thai such things have happened, 
but seldom taking into consideratio'rf the large number of Unione. 
Then' they are local, and no one is required to partiCipate'. 
The incidents that are known to us, did not even proceed from 
the Union officially, but: from a slJllrU"clubin the Union. 
None of th",ee things belong to thees'e'erfC)'e",'ofthe Union. 

,Permit ,~'¥lfiow to make some gen~al obeerv'!tiones 

1. It a~"e~re to us, that there ie. little ground that 
exists to divide the:Unions into two C'laaees, namely, toler_ 
able and intolerable}'ii·ince all Unione have the same principles 
and purpose, end' just about all are joined in the American 

,Federation of Labor. 

2. That we asa Ohurch, in delaring that membcrehip in a 
Union ie, ceneurable, practi.cally standalone in the world, while 
most of the ,other Churches de!'and the Unione. 

5. That although the eal'iliyc.'SU.i:lde in all eeeential points 
agree with ths"preeent day Unio'ru!, yet, as far as we could die_ 
cern, tha tnot,',one of t)1e Reformers of the leaders of the Reform­
ed Ohurchee".Bpoi<eO:lS word of condemnation against them. 
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Oa1vin sp!>nt two y!>ars in Straatsburg, a member of the Tailor's 
Guild, for ot.herwis!> h!> could not obtain citizenship. 

4. It apryears to uS to be very doubtful, if it is accor­
ding Reformed canon law, the calling of Ohurches to make pro­
nouncenents concerning such social movements and organizations, 
and to place them under a sort of ban • 

. ... 5.···;rt·aPl'ears desirable to us that ourSynod give to our 
churches for consideration· whether'.thil-time ·has··cone to revise 
the stand)Joint concerning Unions, which former Synods have made. 
That Synod appoint a Oommittee for .this purpose to investigate 
the metter; and to serve the next Synod with advice, and during 
the interim two years to counsel thoseponcerned who request 
the sane • 

• 
6. ;;e had at first planned to write a series of articles 

in De liachter before Synod met to discuss this llBtter, but after 
mature consideration we came to the conclusion that this could 
prove to be premature, and arouse agitation, whereby your as-

. sembly.might be hampered in its freedom of action. Hence we 
first come to Synod. 

lfuat we now l'resent is a resume of other articles, wherein 
we we discussed this metter more elaborately. Should this elu_ 
cidation prove to be incomplete, and should your assembly con­
eider. it worthwhile and worth the expense, then we are inclinedc 
to come to you, and to enlighten your assembly or the Oommit-
tee of Pre_advice. 

Wishing you the leading of the Holy Spirit in all your 
work, and1£hie serious metter, we rellBin,your brother in 
Ohrist, 

J. Groen. 
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liUPPLEMENT XI. 

1,' 'f" .,' , :- "., " ,. 

-Fathers and Brethren$ , .,~, " 

The deputies for the promotion of the spiri.tual concerns 
z, of our brethren in Sou1h Amerida:,~'wi th thank,,''''I;-o:,the''Lord,' pre ... 

sent the following' report toSynofr$ ',-,c, j ~.~.~" ,--

Accmrd1ng.,t;dSynodical decision they::,have 'recol!llllended to 
all the congregations to take a collection',"'antL,that'this col_ 
lection, includ:i:nrt the balance, amounted to' $2"406.25. Tire 9,is­
bursement for Treo,'A'rroYOis',f'or the church buiclding'andeuheidy 
amoUnted, to' :n, 4oo:.:oo;suihfidy'for ilileho's:Ay'lfe1l !was$800',OD;.J .. " ",' " 
ahd for the,.,distribu'tion of De Wachter,' poll!ta'ge,"ili:!:ls' "of ex..;\,,, 
change, and traveling-expenses was $106'.8~." Thi"·lea-v:e1l' abel';:";;'· 
anc'" 01'$99.83. ,,' .If " , 

, , , 
Both of' the Oonsistories have repeatedly requeslted that 

their thank"b"'·:cmn_yefr, to Syno·d' and"th",,~1:;ire",Ghurdhr 'Which "- ,,:,,' 
we now so do. It is also'>,titting to give a word''''oi' thenks to 
the PeoplesSt,ite Barik of Halla'rid, ,for these brethren con_ 

,stantly sent money toa bankin' Buenoe Ayres gratia.' 

" The congregations of Buenos Ayres and,·'rres, A'l'royos ·both 
have a minieter, respectively Revs.A;i«().Sonneveldt and Sj. 

'Hyper. The Tatter eucceeded Rev. Rol'10:6'e',fir"t a,s'pri,ncipal, 
and later"w·ith the approva:!: of the'deputiet! from both sidee, ",. 
also ae ,minister. Both ,.brethren meet with many difficulties 
in their work, but,lablir"',1<ith joy and cour~ga;- Bupported 'by \1',) 

a goodly number ,'of _brethr~ and sisters. 

-Ac.cor.d~g to~ la test sta tistiQs the c.ongrega tion of 
,Buenos . Ayres number' '44. colllt',llesingmembers, 80 baptized members, 
-and 50 regular adherents; and the congregation at Tres Arroyos 
number )2 confessihg me~~ers, and 52 baptized members. 

The Ohristian School in Buenos Ayres has 53 pupils, and 
hae ae principal H. H. Hogendorp, eo that Rev. Sonneveldt, can 
now spend four months of the year in the Ohubut Boer Oolony, 
and a·160 spend some time in Rosario. 
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The Ohristian School in Tres Arroyos numbers ,6 pupils, 
with Rev. Ryper as principal; however , since this brother needs 
more time for the work of evangelism in other colonies, such 
ae Sen Oajetano and Pehuel, there will evidently have to be an­
other princ ipa 1 Boon. 

The congregations live in Olassical affiliation with .each 
other, according to the direction of the Ohurch Order of "Dort; 
but the Synodical relationship between the Olassia of Buenos 
Aires and the Gereformeerde ~erken of the Netherlands has not 
yet been rel'ulated, and undoubtedly ehall take place at the 
next General Synod. 

The deputies of the Gereformeerde "'arken of the iietherlands 
will propose that again deputies be appointed for South America, 
with the same mandate as before, In conformity therewith your 
deputies aleo advise that Synod appoint. deputies with the Bame 
manda~e as that of the Netherlands. 

"Our prayer is that the. Holy Spirit mayaleo guide you in 
thia metter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The deputies ad hoc, 

J. Groen, PreSident 
J. Wyngaarden, Secretary­

Treasurer 
J. Van Lonkhuyzen 

-.,-. 
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SUPPLEMENT XII. 

REPORT OF RESTORATION OF MEMBERSHIP 

OF DIVOROED PERSONS.' 

Esteemed Brethre>;l,:Members of"Synod, 

Your OOlllI:littee, apPointed according to the decision of 
Synod, Acts 1912, 62,6, Art.-75, in order to conaider and in­
vestigaie~he instruction of blase is Grand Rapide East,.how and 
whether it. is possible for person who obtained divorce on un­
biblical groundsr aildliteroremarried; "after true reoentance 
can be edmi tted to''me.mbership in the church, haif"'the honor to 
pre.aent. the f'ollowing$' 

I. 

In coneider!'tion of this instruction we f'irst of, all point 
out how we conceive of j;his matter. Apparently the mandate of 
your committee to investigate whether persons who were divor<led 
'on urtbiblical grounds and later married again, and thereafter 
with--respect to this entire action came to a heartfelt repen-

'''''tance, canagairt be.come members of the church. 

This is what thecommi ttee. cone.iders clDust.:..be cthe 
meaning of the instruction, although the possibility exists 
tha,t by heartfelt repentance also can be msanta conversion:' 
to God for all Sins. 

ThelOatter for consideration then pertains to oeople who divorced 
upon a certain ground, lying outside the cleerly stated ground 
in the Holy Scriptures, namely, adultery. The church has always 
held that there 1$ only one ground f'or divorce.' The Synod of our 
Ohurch also he:sreiJeatedly stated that there is but one ground 
fordivorcEi in the Word of God. See Acts 1890;:: Art. 65; 1896, 
Art. 62, 5, bi 1898, Art. 84, 2a, b; 1906, Art. 25, Suppl. 10. 

Thus what the Church repeatedly has stated that there is 
only one Biblical 
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ground for divorce, therewith for them all other grounds are 
condemned as being unbiblical and invalid. For the above men­
tioned standpoint ~f the Ohurch, there are ample grounds given, 
and thus we consider it less necessary to repeat those grounds. 
We therwith direct your attention to the a-bove named Acts. 

II. 

It is often claimed that this sin_ of divorce, followed 
by a la-ter marriage, is a Sin, done in ignorance, and therefore 
when heartfelt_repentance takes place, can be reckoned to be_ 
long to the sinning of "a former time.· This claim in our opinion 
is unjust. When the Apostle Paul speake of sin done in ignor_ 
anc_em he maans thereby positive ignorance, so that the oerson 
did not know that he sinned against the law of God. So the hea­
then can Sin, and BO the Jews sinned then they crucified Jesus; 
but in this Bense the sin of divorce is unthinkable in Ohri~tendom • 

.It.lmost no on<:l of those, no matter how pitiful .the situa-
tion might be, wherein "theg-:fodnll' theine el ves;wh'sn tlile s in wail-co .... 
. mitted, dare positively_ claim, -"thl!-.t-they-,did not know -,.,~ did 
not understand that they acted against God's will and law. They_ did 
know _ -. tha tit wa s wrong • Not oniy later, when they came to 
an inBight ofthe:dBpth:ofthe,-deparvi ty of the heart, but :already 
when they committed the act that knowledge was present. Such 
also do not maintain tha,t they d-id not know- better, but the 
cIrcumstances led them to' it, and they could hardly do anything 
else. -

Then often the marriage is broken with premeditation and 
calm consideration. It was no sin committsd rashly, which often 
happens with other sine. 

We in no wise want to denytha-t' with many oarhaps, in later 
yeara, have an upright reoent"J:lce, snd confession-of sin is 
made before God ___ yes, we believe that this .is the case with 
many; but that does not essentially change the situation. 

Although one _comes to a heartfelt repentance for that Sin, 
then it is well to be mindful of the fact that such people cams 
into that state of sin, wherein they continually live, until 
death steps in between them. 
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, Pnecannot',notiorilYTnat.,caiic'H:ccwna t"Ms",ba"n 'dq~:fe' wrorig,'l'-ut one 
perpetuates the ein by 1:ont-inuing toliva in that;!!.~a:te. 

By appealing to J' -He,who conf'esses hie sin, and .. leaves 
it, "hall obtain meroy, "and applying it to the",cases in ques_ 
tion, one makes no headway, because there is no question of 
forsaking the sin. One has made this impOSSible'. 

Now for.J!lOre ,than one .reason it is perfectly clear.that 
eugh a situation il' profoundly pitiful, .. and ,that ol,1r Christian 
sympathy can .go out to such,bu,!-. ,one ... canno± ... eee ho.w,.upon the ". 
besis of Godls Word, a change cari',be.aP90mpl1ehed, so thet they 
are admitted .to trie full communion of' t,i>~, 9hur.ch • .Jie shall 
have to be satisfied to remain with the cleiar .. declaration of 
the Holy Scriptur~,&."", ... 

Your co!llmit,tee hae no choice but to confirm the above men_ 
tioned, ~hat .. ;i.tcan find,.no Biblical ground or grounds to re_ 
ceive euch aga·;;n into 'bh~,.boeom of· the Church, where the mar_ 
riage 'wae dissolv-edv.p;'-;:; unbibU81 grounds. 

III. 

Does not then true, heartfelt repentance offer any ground 
to be again received into the. visible church! Is this matter 
to be".compli>tely ignored! In our eetimationthe'ground ' .... 
for·auch cases to be again received in the chlu'ch tsnot to 
be found in heartf.el t repentance, but the Word of. God must, ex_ 
clusively offer us the ground. If the Holy Scriptures do not 
declare themselves in this matter, then we must leave these 
inexplicable oaseli completely in the hands of God, who knows 
all things,' and .befo.re whose eyes everything is plain and o'pen. 

If'. we as ". Chu~.ch, also where there is.evidenC1! ·of heart­
fel t repentence in tbe above men'tioned cases, canno1;;determine on 
the basis of Godls Word, that they~an be admitted into the 
visible Church, that gives no one the right to conclude that 
th'ey are excluded froJD';;~ternal salvation. 

One judgment in thisl'en never be absolute. This alone 
belongs to God the Lord. It is aleo not valid to state thet 
the hidden thinge belong to God the Lord and the revealed 
things to us and our children. 
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For all these reasons, it is the judgment of' your cOlDIni t­
tee that :Synod is strongly advised noi.-to make ruies',:con-oc ,­
cern~g thie, matter, which would then be valid for every case. 

FNery concrete case ehall have to be considered by the 
Oonsistory, the Olessie, ,a'nd' the Synod individually. 

For Synod to make ~ permanent rule,would be very danger­
ous in practice. Oonsistories -and Olassescan declare themsel­
ves in each concrete 'case, and if' necessary each concrete case 
can be appealed to the broedest assembly of' our Church. 

Respectfully eubmtted, 

Your Oomm~ttee, 

Praf'. F. M. Ten Hoor 
Rev. G.L. Hoef'ker 
Rev. B. H. Einink 
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