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! - ACTS OF SYNOD
OF THE -
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
LI RT3 {7
HELD FROM JWNE 17 TOC 25, 19I#5f
AT ROSELAND, CH1CAGG, ILLINOIS,
TrTTIT I L]
MORNING SESSION;~WEDNESDRY, JUNE 17.
© hArticle 1.
On Wednesday morning, June 17, at 10500 o'clock, Synod
‘wes called to order by Rev. A, Keizer, the president of the
" Synod of 1912, in the Third Christian Reformed Church of Rose-
land, Chicago, Illinoie, who, the previous evening led the
Synodical. ‘Prayer Serv1ce, aneaklng on Psalm 87:7, in the
First Church : .
: Artlcle z.

After ﬁinglnp Paalm 86:6, and readinp I Oor1nth1ana 15,
Rev. A, Kelzer addresses the aaaembly ag follows:

donorable and.beloved brathren in Christ Delegates o
ESynod «Worthy Professors,” Brothers as deputies end. committees
. -appointed by ths last Synod to report to this Synod and servse

o w1th adv1ce"_

Grace, peace, and mercy be pgranted you from God the Father,
and from our Lord Jesua Christ, - thirough the Holy Splrlt. Amen.

k It is a Dleaaant faak for me, my brethren! to welcome you

-;'f; on this beautiful June day, in the third of our churchee here:
- “in:the lend of Roses. What a delight, especially after we have

lived along with the church for several years, to be able to-
' meet 8o many:brethren from East and West, and look each other
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with confidence in the eye, shaking hande with old acquain-
tances, because our country is so large, and we live so far
from one another. Our churches are espread in 21 States of our
great Union, and aleo Canada, -under the jurisdiction of King
George. Thet makes-seding-and-eedingreath~other:again a rare
experisnce, and it causes ue to give hearty thanka and inner

joy.

We have gathered here me Synod in order to promote the
concerne of our churches.We live with one another in common
accord in an ecclesiestical fellowship; having. common concerns,
with respect to doctrine and lif'e, school and misesion, etc.

Our Agends pointe the way for us. And now we have in the con-
sideration of these matters the need of each other's enlighten-
ment,

Goncerning doctrinal differences, which can cause feelings
to run high, we pray that Synod sbide by what we might calls
The Conclusions of Utrecht, the Pacification of Muskegon. Let
it remain there. Let that be enough. Let us not go further,
¥ith appreciation for one another, May our confeaalon be . with
Pauls "We know in part, and we prophecy in part. :

The-Miesion, the Dometic and well ae the Heathen Mission--—-
not to apeax of Jewieh and Mohammedan Miseion, which all ep-
pear in our Agenda--- requiree careful_diecussion, At former
Synode we Bometimes expected great tension concerning the prin-
ciple of Missions, The Lord put us to shame for-that fesr; end

. we continue ‘to build on the foundatione that were laid,It =still

remains my conviction that the matter of Misepione is finding a
place. At times there amppeared to be danger, that obedience to
the command, to bring the Goepel to the whole creation would
guffer harm with our bickerlng who muet eend them. .

. Goncerning Higher Education, we ghell find opportunity for ‘f‘. -
broad debste. Varioue matters must be coneidereds The number . - - =

of Curators, the appointment. of professors, the tranefer of
our Acedemy to s Society for eecondary education, and ether
matters, . ,

The Americanization of our veople is a big problem emong -
ue. God kxeep us from driving or from drivers among ue, 80 that
we are not driven apart. May the Lord asleo give wiesdom:.and..:
carefulnese to our Church also concerning thie matter, &o that
all .our people gradually follow. Frenzied driving hee created
a lot of damage for the Church of Christ hera on earth, Let us
together: with appreciation-for-one
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another not to work too haBtlly in this matter, and- with the
—prayer for uod's apnroval. -

Our clnle of”mlnlstere has been considerably thinned out

-#ince the-laet Synod. Not lees than five were taken away by
. death, and othere were obligated to rest for a period of time.

'In these moments we remember the death of our emeriti minis-
" ters R, Drukixer and Jv H. Voe, and minietere in active ser-
. vice M, J. Marcusee, J. A. Kett, and K. -Van Goor. May their
'~ departure.spur ue to use well the limited time of labor at our
‘dispoeal. ‘

wen and Brethren, the taek that awaits us is an important
one. To be laboring in- the Church of Chriet ie surely of great
gignificance, and not lea®st in an mesembly euch as thie, which
ie the broadest among us, We have need of wisdom and discrete—
nese, calmess and resolution; firet of all there is great need
for:the enlightenment and guidance of - the Holy Spirit. Come,
let us thereto unite in prayer to the God of all grace, with
and for one another.

PRAYER,
Artiole 3.

, After prayer the .crédentisls:are+nreaenteéd. The following
brethren appear to havelbeen delegated and are present:

"’JT;Grand Rapids Basts e
a . Reve, P, Ekster, J. J. Weersing, Dr. Y. P. De Jong,
: mlders J B. Hulet, B. Sevenama A, Bieremsa.

o Grand“Rapida Wests : "
o Reve, E, J. Tenie, J. O. Schaap, L. Veltkamp;
“.. 'Bldere G. J, Haan, E. Hekman.

Olassis Hackeneacks - BRI
Reve. D, De Beer, K., Poppem;
Elders P. Stam, George Barrowclough.

Revs, P, ‘A. Hoskstra, H Van Vessem, W. D. Vander Werp;
. Elders R. Mulder, D, W. Jellema, H. H. Snieders.

.. Rev. G. Westenburg,-R. Bolt, J. Keizer;
Elders J. Vander Plaat, D. Dyketra, F. Zesuw.




Page 6

Clessie Illinoiss )
Reve, J. Manni, W. Stuart, D. @wier; . .
Elders L. Bera, H. Boonstra, F. A. Van Zomeren.
i
Clessis Huskegons
Reve. J. Bruinooge, J. Haveman, H. J. Mulder;
Elders J. Schreur, G. Klooster, F. Hendricks.

Ulaesis Orange Cltys
Reve. F. Stuart, J, Timmermenn, J. M. Voortmany
"Zlders J. S. Adema, K. De Vriee, J. Wierems.

Claseis Ostfrieslands
Reve. F. Schuurmann, B. Nagel, C. Bode;
 Elders J. Lolling, J. Gooper.

Glaessis Pacifics
. Revs. M. Borduin, N. Gelderlooe, A. Guikema;
@lders J. Slotemsker, R. Kooi, A. Witte.

Claseis Pellas
. Reva. H. Buliema, H. Danhof, G. De Lesuw;
Zlders A, Van Duren, H Overbergen, Ghas. Vander Kooy.

Claeeis Sioux Centers
Reve. J. Holwerda, H. M. Vander Ploeg, P. Jonxer'
Eldere G. Van Otterloo, P. Nieveen, B. Brink.

Claseip Zeelands
" Reve. A. Keizer, E. J. Krohne, J. Smitter;
‘_Elders A, Boech, J. Miedema, H. Goodyk.

The Gredentials are accepted.
Article 4.

The election of officers takes place with the 1Pollow1ng
resuliss
President _-Rev,cJ;AHanni
Vice-FPreeident .. Rev. W. Stuart
First Clerk - Rev. M, Van Vessem .
" Second Clerk — Rev. H. M Vander Ploeg

Artlcle e

The Officers of Synod are peated, and the‘nehly elected .
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President, Rev.  J. Manni, addresses Synod. After expreesing
his warm thanke for tha honor bestowed, he leads Synod in pray-
er. Herewith the murping eesaion“iﬂ‘gongluded,

0k 8O O O W

W"DN SDAY AFTZRNOON S:SSION JUNE 17
Articls 6.
': 0peniné Devotions,
Article 7.

_ ‘The President reads the Public.Declaration, which ie
anewerad in the affirmative by the delegates.

Article 8.

Decided to meet in the forenocon from 8500 to‘llsﬁo ol
clock, and in the . afternoon from 2:00 to 5330 o'clock, and a
1% minute intermiesion in each seasion.

article g.

Decided to work through Committees of Pre-advice. The
President appoint-the following to work outrthe schedules

: 1. Committee to apnoint Pre-advisory Committeess Reve.
P. Ekster, K., Poppen, P. A. Hoskstra, W. Stuart, F. Siuart,
‘B. Nagel, A. Guikema; Zlderss E. Hekmen, J. Vander Plaat, H.
Overbergen, G. Van Otterloo, A. Bosch, and J, Schreur.

2. Reception Committee for delegates of Correspon-
ding Churchees Dr. Y. P. De Jong and Rev. D. Zwier. '

%. Committee for Nominationss Reve E, J. Tanie, R. Bolt,
J ‘Bruinooge, J. M. Voortman,. G. Ue Leeuw, and J. Smitter; Ela
Gers: J. B. Hulest, D. W. Jellema, H. Boonetra, and J. Cooper.

‘ 4, Obituary Committees Rev. A Keizer and Rev. J Tlnh
" mermsnn. (Report, Art. 32.)

Article 10. o

The S8tated Glerk, Dr. H. Beets, reads the report of the
. Synodicel Oommittee, (Cf. Supplement I), and letters received.
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from the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlends, the 01d Re-
“‘formed Church of Behtheim and Oetfriesland, the Preebyterien
Hietorical Bociety at Philedelphie, Fa., and from the Presby.
terian Church of New Zealnd.

, Rev. H.fJ.nKniper‘giveathis:report*aaidelggate'to:the:Re-
formed Presbyterian Church, and reads the report of Rev. A,
Dekker, who was delegated to the General Synod of the Reformed
Preabyterian Church. The following also reporti Rev. J. J. Hiem-
enga, delegate to the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America; Rev. W. Bode, delegate to -the Aasoclate Presbyterian
Church.

Prof. G. D. Ye Jong reads the Majority Report of the Com-
mittea on Unions and the Labor Movement, while the Stated Clerk ’
reada the Minority Report by Rev. Groen. (Supplements IX and X.) -

' The report of the Committee for South Americs is read o -
(Supplement XI); and the report of the Deputies ad ZExamina.

Rev., F. Doezems reed& the report of the Curatorium (Sup-
plement II); Rev. I, Van Dellen the report of. the Committee
for the General Fund of Domestic Mieeions, Supplement III}; :
Rev, J. Dolfin”distributes the report of the Boerd 6f Hsathen
Hissions to the delegates of Synod in prlntad form (Supnlement
Iv). , :

The revort for Jewieh Missions (Supplement V) is handed
in by Rev. J. I. Fles.

Rev. M. Van Vessem reads the report of the _meritua Bosrd
(Supplement VI)

The revort on Church Help (Supplement VII) is read, as
wall ee the report-of De Wachter Commitiee (Supplement VIIIJ.

" "Rev. H. Keegetra givee an orel report for the Committee
for Sunday School lessone. The Committee ie continued, and it
is decided to replace the late Rev. J. A. Kett of the Committes
by another member to be appointed. (Gf Art. 75)

The report of the Committee to 1nveatigate whether and how
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it ie possible, on Biblical grounds, to admit those to the Church,

who were divorced on unbiblicael grounds, and later re-married,

- and thersafter came to heartfelt repentance, '15 presented to

Synod in printed form. (Supplement XII.)

Theee reports were received as information, and where neces-
gary, with the materisl found in the Agenda, to be placed in the

“hande of the various Committees of Pre-advice. (See Art. 11.)

Article 11,

The Report of the Committee for the Appointment of Commi t—
tees of Pre_advice is read by Rev. K. Foopen ag followet

.Thaologidal School and College — Reve. J. Timmermann, F.

- Ekater; "W, Stuart. A. ¥eizer, F. A, Hoekstra' Eldera B. Seven-

Bma, h. Helman, J. 8chreéur, J. Wierems,
Advisors - Professora L. Berkhof and A. J. Rooks.

Heathen Miseione - Reve. D. Zwier, R. Bolt, M. Van Vessem,
F. Stuart, W. D. Vander Werp; Elders J. B. Hulet, X. De Vries,
G. KIOOEter. ‘
.. Advisor - Prof. G. D. De Jong.

- Jewish, Mohammedan, and Domestic Miseione -~ Reve. C., De
Leeuw, J. Keizer, J. Bruincoge; H. M. Vander Ploeg; Elders F.
Stam, J. Vander Plaat F. A. Van Zomeren, J. Slotemaker, B.
Brink.

Publication Matters — Reve. J. Memni, E. J. Krohne, K.
Popuen, - H. Bultems; Hldera A. Boech, A. Bierma, G. J. Haan,

R. Xooi, F. Zesuw.

Church Order - Reva. L. Veltlkanp, J. Hﬂveman, A. Guikema,

& ‘Jr M. Voortman, J. Holwerda; Eldere - D, Dyketra, D. W. Jelle-
- o8, J. Lolling, H, Goodyk.

Advieor - Prof. W. Heyns.

: Varia — Reve. P. Jonker, H. J. Mulder, J. Smitter, B. Nagel,
G. Bode; Zldere - A. Witte, H. H, Snieders, L. Bere, Chas. Van

der Kooi, G. Van Otterloo.
Adv1sor ~ Prof. W.’ Heyna.

: Proteeta - Reve. Y. P. De Jong, D, De Beer, G. Weetenberg,

" N. Gelderlooe, H. Danhof; Elders = J. Mledema F. Hendricks,

J. S. Adema, J. Coovper.
Advieor: — Prof. G. D. De Jong.




Page 10

English Psalm Rhyming, Clessis, and Cetechism Tranelation -
Revs. J, J. Weersing, 2. J. Tanis, J. C. Schaep, F. Schuurmann,
M. Borduin; ZElders R, Mulder, P. Nieveen, W. Hook, George Bar-—
rowciough. '

'l‘Bynod approves the report.

Article 12.

After it wee decided to adjourn until Thureday sfternoon:-
in order to give the Committees of Pre-advige the opportunity
to prepare their reports, the session ia closed with thankegiving.

LI LT § F 2] ]

THURSDAY AFTEZRNOON SESSION, JUNE 18,

Article 13.
~ Opening Devotions.
The minutes of the previoue sessions &re read and approvad.
Rev. H. Baker is present for Rev. J. Smitter, and agrees to
the Public Declaration. ‘
Article 14.

Rev. J. Noordewier, ithe Synodical Treasurer, reporte. es
followes

Balance, 1912 3 628,52
Receipts 1,516.17

" Total $2,138.69
Disbursements 2,054.19

Balance § 84.50
The report is received se information. . -

) Revs. J. Smitter and W. Stuar:i examined tho booke and
found them inlorder._

It ie decided to eetablish a quota of 24¢ per family, to
be paid in two terms, each year 12¢,

..‘ Since the Synodicél Treasurer:héa’qlreadylfor ub-many yeare

i
:
i
1
1
i
1
H
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functioned gratis, Synod decidee to grant him an honorarlum
of 330 0D as & token of annrec1at10n. :

Further the advice of the Commlttee for examining the books
is adopteds "That the Treasurer of Synod open a checking account,
and henceforth pay all disbursemente by check.M :

] Articla 15,

The CUommittee of Pre-advice for Church Order present the
followings

a) Your GCommittee advisee Synodithet it confine iteelf
‘only to the discuseion and the adoption of the Church Order
a8 such, regardless o Synodical decisions, etc.; -bescause -
otherwlsefﬁecomes ‘to.compreheneive for the Gommlttee and Sytiod.
Adopted. (See Art. 751

k. With respect to Synodical decieions,etc., your Commit-
tes sdvises Synod, that the publication thereof be left to
) oereonal initietive.
P : Adopted. (See Art 75.%

Article 15

'The Committes of Pre-advice for mngllsh Psalma etc., re-
porie by means of Rev. u J. Taniss

5Btesmed,Eathera and Brethren:

‘ Your Committee eppointed to zerve Synod with (1} advice
with respect to English Pealm Rhyming, (2} the formation of
an’. English epeaking Claseie, {3} the objection of Classis
Grand Rapids West against a few exvreseione in the new trans-
P , lation of the Heidelberg Gatechlem, ‘has the followlng to re—
P s ""ports‘

_ I, First of all, with respect to en Znglish Bhyming, your
Committee proposee that Synod recommend the United Presbyterian

- Pealter. The ground for thls prooosal of the Gommlttae are the
follow1ng$ 2

o 1. The Committies appolnted by the Synod of 1912 recom-
mende this publicetion in ite report for reasons emlnently clear
and at the same time convinecing. e

2. Nearly all the Englieh-speeking conéregﬁﬁioﬂs:?equeat




i
|

‘one oftheiEnglish-epeaking congregations requeets the use of
" the.Pesalmbook of Rev. H. Vander Werp.

- knowledge
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—

to them be given the liberty to use the U. P. Pealter, and not

'“3;<Hera-and:there&?aa1maaareuomittédvinmfhe~edition-of
Rev. Vander Werp.
4, Some of the tranelations of Rev. Vander Werp have not
been approved, but all of them have with respect to the U. P.
Pgalter,

5. Your Committee finde it nseceeanry to call the attention
of Synod that the Rev. Vander Werp edition has too much the
individuel etamp. It i8 too much the work of one composer, and it
therseby too monotonou#. There are only %4 melodise in the edition
of Rev, Vander Werp, while the edition of the U, P. Psalter con-
teine ‘436, The U. F. Pealter has 436 :songs, whil®e thé‘edition &f -Rev.
Vander Werp 212. For the 150 Pealme there are only %4 tunes,
while the U. P. Pealter has 436,

For these reasons your Comnjttee proposes that Bynod recom-
mend the U. P. Pealter to the English-speaking congregetions.
Adopted,

II. The gravamen of Cleessis Grand Raplda Weet againet the
tranelation Mdefinite knowledge" in queetion and answer 21 of
Lord's Day VII in the Heidelberg Catechism.

Your Committes is of the judgment that the gravemen is
wall grounded,, and the tranelation should bhes “Faith ie a cor- 3
tain knowledge.' The Committee believes that in order to ob- i
viate all misunderstanding that the word “cerain® ehould be ‘ L
printed. in cureive. We are of the opinion that we muat agree - %
with the §ravamen of Classie Grand Rapide Weet that "definite L ‘
ie not a correct tranelation of “eens zekere kennis,
since .the word "definite" means "belijnd", “bepaald," (posi-
tive, absolute, definite), and the thought of the original is
2certain." Yot we cannot go along with the propoeal of Clareis S
Grand Rapids Weet to omit the indefinte article, because the o
English language requiree this article, and it ie aleo found T
in the Dutch and German editionse.

_ Adopted.

III. The Formation of an English-speaking Gléssiéa

Your Committee is of the opinion thet it is not desirable
to form an English-speaking Olassis for the congrega+1ona of
Michigan, becauss not all



of the English-speaking congregations favorlii, and-thet the circum-
stancee are not condueive for a change since the last Synod.

But your Committee does bslieve that Synod will have do

" direct its mttention to the fect that theres are office-bearere

in Englifh-speaking congregations, for whom it.ie impossible to

expreee themselvec in the Dutch langusze, and therefore calls

to the attention of Synod that euch office-bearere have the

right o exprees themaelvea in the Englieh language. '
Adopted.

Article 17.

The Report of the Varia Committee is now to be considered.
-1t ie as followss

¥orthy Brethrens
The Comazittee for Varia has the fellowing to report:

1. Euweritus Matters. The follbwing Claeeres sesk the apnro-
bation of Symod to grant "onoratle emeritation to the respec-
tive ministerss '

) ~Classie Pella - Rev. J., Hoordewier ané Rev, A. J.kaink;
ClasFie Sioux Center — Rev. H. Huizingh; Claesie Zeeland - Rev.
'H. Vander Werp. (See Art. 72.} ‘ #dopted.

2. Your Commitiee advises that the requeeted Guota of the
Ezeritus Board in its Repori be approved, and the propgsed
allowsnces be granted .to the Xmeriti concerned, etc.
(Bupplement VI.} ,rf" Auoptﬂd

3. With respect %o the Report for Church Help (Supplement
VII), your Coumitiee advises thst the congregations, which are
"~indebted to thie Fund, and do not lei anything be hedr fromthem,
ere to be notified and in the neme of Synod be reguested to
fulfill their obligstions. 4 _ o Adopted,

Heving considered the Reports on Unions and the Labor
Movements, (Supplemente IX and X), and taking noiice of the
" Inetruction o Claesis Holland, which is ae followes “Svnod
exorees itself concerning Unlonlsm, and the relatlonehlp
which we are to take to 1t your Comm1t+ee advicess

Slqce the Svmod of 1912 apn01nted a Comm1t+ee for Unlone
and the Labor Movement, and this Committee
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in our opinion either did not heve enough time or did not take
the time, to discuse the matter, and eince there is a majority
report and a minority report, and coneidering that this ie a
matter of extreme importance, and the Church hae to exercise
great care, your Committee mdviees that this Synod does not make
a definite declaration, but to appoint a Committee to merve

the next Swnod with a complete report. The Committee to consist
also of persons, who from experience are imowledgeable with
reepect %o thie matter. (See Art. 75.) - Adopled.

5. Inetruction from Claeeis Bioux Center and Claseie Grand
ﬁanlue Weet with repect to State Laws concerning Marrlace and
Divorce. P. 17 on the Agencas

“Since our State Lews concerning Marriage snd Divorce
do not appear to be conducive to purity in marriage, Synod ap-
prove the attempte for improvement thereof in Congress of by
other wmeane, and thet Svnod apooint a Committee to promote

" thie improvement."

(Claeie Sioux Center}

“Classis regueste Synod %o contact the Federal Council of
Chrietian Churchee in America. Thie to 'také place efter having
made a satisfectory inveeiigation, if it is deeirable to join
the Council or to enter into Correspondence with it, in order
to urge ae much es possible to obtain better marrimge lawe. v

{Claseie Grand Repids Weet}

Your Committee adviees that Synoc approve the inetruction
of Classie Grand Reapide West to enter into contact with the
Federal Council, and herewith, we believe, the request of
Claseie Sioux Center will also be satified. (See Art. 75 )

- Adopted.

6. The following inetruction from Claeseie Sioux Centers

"Since every vear there is a great amount of money paid
to Fire Insurance Companies for church (and other) buildings,
which to a great extent ie spent outside of our circles, thet
Synod give advice in this matter, if it would hot be more -
justithet the profits hereof be given to Church Help, and if
advieable, tc apnoint a committee of men versed in these mat-
tere to study thie matter, in order to report to the next
Synoc." - : ' ' ‘
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Your Committee is of the opinion that thie is not an un-
desirable matter, but that it is not something with which the
Church ghould concern itself, and therefore adviese not to con-
sloer it.

Thie advice ie rejected, snd ths following ie adopteds

"Since Synod is convinced of the deeirability of thie
matter, it eppoints a Committee of capable men to investigate
the State laws, &8 well ae the premiums which the varioue :----
churches pay, and to report to the next Synod with a well cir-
cumscribed report."(See Art. 75.) :

7. Concerning Correspondence with Bister Churches, your
Committee found the following on the Agsnda, -p. 18s Classie
Grand Repids"Wests- "Glaesie urges Synod to put forth efforte
to eteer the . correspondence‘w1th ‘the sister churchee, namely,

the eister churches in the Netherlande, more-and more in ths
diréttion as stated - an ‘vage 82'6f our Church Order. At present-
this correspondence consiste of polits greﬂtlnrﬂ* which is
againet- the ideal of the Ghurch Order." '

Cleseie Huﬁaonx.“&ynod orovide for more and better cor-
reepondence with the Gereformeerde XKerken in the Netherlande,
in order that greater appreéiation: of out mifual concerna.‘
under God's good Pavor nay be awaxened.anc labored w1th.

Your Committes a@v1ees=

éO that ﬂuﬁﬁyélletter be sent to the Gereformeerds Kerken
in the Netherlande, wherein the gueetion ie asked whether the
Gereformeerde Kerken are willing to enter into correepondence

a8 definsd by the Synod of 1900, Acts 1500, p. 51, Shurch Or-
der p. 82), .

b) thet in this letter empheeis be placed on point d,

1} because in these daye of epiritual decline, there
ie 8o much need of each other'e help and guidance;

- 2) becauee our Confeeeions and Liturgy are the common
"ronerty of‘the churcheao ;

¢) that in that peragraph the words““church O-der, be deletsd
becauee 8o much depende on local situatione,

'Adopted,;;

- 8. Goncernlng the inetruction of the Denver uonsletorys
"Synod direct the attentlon of the Neiherlands Churchee ‘to-
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the danger of Mormoniem, end requeet her to urge the Government
to teke measures egainet the recruiting of the Mormone." Your
‘GommltteeAadv1seas.‘

a).That beceuee of the great importance of this matter, a
.comminication be directed to the Governmenit of the Netherlands,
end < -the:r Gereformeerde herken be msked to support this letter
end to send it to the Government, since missionaries are con-
tinuelly going to the Katherlands,to entice people to move to
Utsh claiming it to be the lend of promise;

2} That in thie comwunicationattention be directed to the
great morel end political danger of Mormonism;

3} That the implementation of this decision be placed in
the hands of & committee understanding these matters.
(For members of the commiitee see Ar+. 75.} 4&dopted.

F. With respect <5 the instruction from Claseis Zeeland,
{pege 19, Agende}s "Synod epur all consistories to supply the
commitiee . for the publicetion of the Yemrbook with the corrsct
nunmber of famllles of each congregatlon,“ your comuittee ed-
viseas

.Thet for the welfere of the metters pertaining to our
ecclesimetical life, it ie neceseary thet in every Spring of
the vear the correct number of femilies be presented to Classie
by the coneistory; thet the Stated Clerik of Claseis accuretely
record this number in +he minutes, and thet these ststietics
be read to Cleeeie, that the guotee for the Theslogical School,
the Hmeritue Fund, end the Synodical 3xpences, be regulated,
and finally thet these statistice be sent by the Stated Clerk
to Syneds A ‘ .

8) Since at the present time there are great diaparltles
concerning these statistics; : :

b} That the consietoriee be urged to present the correct
number of families, becmuse the correct number cen be control-
led in its own circlse, '

‘ Adopted.

- &rticle 18,

Concerning women's suffrsge, the following i found on
p. 1& of the Agendas

*Synod declare what our attitude ehould be with respect
to Women e Sufirege. ‘ :
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Groundss

&) This ie & movement which thé entire Church confronts,

b) In a section of ‘the Church this hes created magltation.
- (Claseie Muskegon}

Concerning tnie matter the followiné ia dec;deq:ll |

"Since the jueetion o Women's Suffrege has not yet come
to an adequate development among ue so that we can make a con-
gcientious judg ment, and since the matter of Women's Suffrage
is rapidly gaining ground, and we as a Church congtantly coms
in contact with it, vour Committee adviees that Synod appoint
& comaittee to make a thorough study of this matter, and come -
t6 the.next Synod with a compreheneive report.®

Adopted.

Article 19,

- nﬂ_"{"r .

her

As @ result of the question of Claseie Urand Rapids East
(Agenda p. 18)s “Whet must Classis do, if members of,; the Congre-
gation have been ailing for ysare, and are not able tdfgitend
worehip services, yet have the desire to proclaim the Lord'e
death?a_Synod ie placed before the gqueetion whether the Lord's
Supper may be administered ‘o such people in their homes.

- The following proposal is adopteds "Synod declare that
'since in fact ihers may be such instancee, that-therefore. it
is permitted, if the congregation ie represented."”

Art. 20 . ..

It ie decided that Dr. J. Van Lonkhuyzen will represent
our Church &t the Gensrel Synod of the Gereformserde Kerken.
in the Hetherlenda. ‘ ‘

Gloeing Devotione,

by G




- gince they are sscuring a third mieeionary.

&
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MORNING SESSION, FRIDAY, JUNE 19.
Article 22.
Opening Dsvotions,
Article 23.

The minutee aere read and aporoved. Rev. J. Smitter is

present as Gelegate from Claseis Zeeland.

Articls 24,
‘Rev. H. M, Vander'Ploeg reads the followings
- REPORT OF THE bOMMITTEE CF PRE-ADVICE CONCERKING
’ DOMESTIG, JEWISH, AND MOHAMMELAN MISSIONS,
AND SOUTH AMZRICA.
Esteeﬁeﬂ Fathers and Brethrens
Your Uommittee hae the honer to report the Followings
- I. DOMESTIC MISSION MATTERS.

1. With reepect to the Gsneral Fund your ' Committee took -
note.of the rsport of the deputise of the Fund (Supplemsnt V}.
In this report the following propoesl is mades

"The Députies propoge the following needy Classes for:

support, from the General Fund for Domeetic Miesione in the
Pollovwing smountss

Claseis Pella ° - . $4,000.00
" Pacific o 4,000.,00
o Orange City 1,20C.00
" Muekegon - 1,000.00

" Grand Repids East 500,00

. Hudsor, and Hackeneack 2,000.00

“ Oetfriesland : 400,00

W Grand Rapids West 450.00

Your Committes advises to adopt the esme with thie change,
naaely, that Classes Hudeson end Hackensack receive $2,%500.00,

Adopted,
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2. Further your Committee coneidered & report for the
‘ prevenolon of our neople being dlenereed (Agenua, D. 46)

Your Gommlttee advises that the advice given therein be
ravieed somewhat, and thus be adopteds

a) In all of our churches a warning be issued against
moving becauee of a craving for wealth, without being well in-
formed, anc¢ teking into consideration what the preesecte are
for:epiritual and ecclesimsticals cultivation.

b) Since the migration of our people cannot and may not
be prevented, Synod appoint a committee of three persons,
who ere charged to prevent ae much as much migration that leeds
to. dlsperslon.

c)_ e work of thie committee ie to be:

(1) To our people who ‘with ‘o ‘migrate to Berve them -
with edvice without coet concerning evpiritual cros-
‘j pects in the varlous weetern.ﬁtetee and . Canada.

233

(2) By msane of correspondence wl-h truetworthy pereone,
and particularly our miseionaries in the Weet, or, in
important cases, an investigation be made by two mem-
bers of the committee, ae such to -become informed in
order thaet trustworthy sdvice may be given.

(3} In the church periodicele the commi%tee must pub-

lieh the esituation of the diepersed, in order thus to
make pur psovle mlndful what is 1nvolved in choosing
8 new -place to live. )

(4) To requeete'Goneietoriee‘ to urge. thoee, who ere
consicdering migreting, to consult the committee for -
information. At the same time that Conesistoriee inform
the Secretary of the commities as soon as poseible the
moving of their members, and to givs hlm the name and
.addrees. .. : -

(5)To'keep the Committee for Domestic Missions informed
" a8 much as poseible of- the name and the olace of the
dlspereed : . ‘

. (6} To publieh its addreess .in the periodicals readrby'
- our peeple, with the request that those concerned ssek
“ita adv1"e. ‘

d) Thet the expﬂnee involved be peld from the General Fund
for Doneetic Missions, :
(See Art. 75 for committee members.) Adopted,
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~ II. MISSIONS AMONG THE JEWS.

With respect to this miseion the report of the Committee
was read concerning our own miseion among the Jews.

Your Gommltuee dec1dad to adviaa ‘the follow1ng.

1. Synod asauma the resnonslbillty for the Patareon Hebrew -
Mieeion. :

a) Since the Trustees of thie Mission declared themselves
willing to ‘transfer this miesion to our Ghurch with favorable
conditione.

b} Since €laesis Hudeon had already pcintsd out to the
consistories of the congregatiene to take thie mieeion under
their supervielon.

c) Since we thereby might foster the hope that our Church
would have its own Mission in Paterson in accordance with the -
principle sdopted in 1912 (Art. 20, Acte 1912},

d} Since it ie not poaeiblé to obtain part of the Hebrew-
Miesion in Chicago, since the Board rejected the requeat.

2. This work and the-further supervieion of the labore:
be entrusted to ths Claeses Hackensack snd Hudeon in conjunc-
tion with the deputiee of Synod. Further that the deputiee of
Synod ve instrcuted to draw up & concept set of rules for thie
work, and to bring the same to the next Synod.

[y

3. To. support the Ohicago Hebrew Mission for the next two
yeare wlth $1,000.00 annuallys

a} That all the supvori, which our Church can provide,
does not have to be concentrated in Paterson.

‘b)Y That thie leavee the vay open for the poseible ex-
nansion at Paterson, and thue incremse the eupport, and with
thes eventusl opening of a miesion at another plece, in order
to give eupnort there aleo. :

Adopted. (Althouﬁh see Art. 28 with respect to 8 glft for
the Chicago Hebrew Miseion.) {(liembers of the committee, &rt. 75.)

I1I. MoHAIvﬂvLEDAN MISSION.

On page 12 in the ﬁgenda the Tollowing 1n8uruct10n ie found
from the Coneistory of Graafschap, Kichigen: "Symod recommend
one collection per yeer for miesion work among the Mohammedans,,
and be givento 8 Reformed Church which helpe eunport this Miséion.“

Your committee adv1sea not to conslder thie instructlon.

LS P 3
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1. Bince: there are slready so many dif ferent collectione
recommnnded to Synod -

2. Slnce to a certaln extent 1t would leed to a dlslnte_
gretion of etrenvth. ‘ ‘

3. 8ince herehy we enter upon e wey of‘ Bo grea% importance,
that it isinecessary:first that this matter be vizuslized and
diecussed in our gathering and our periodicals. 7.

: o o y Adopted,

LR

. “IV. SOUTH &MIRICA.

The deputiee’ of South America filed their report. From
thie it apvears thei the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Nether-
lands are thinking to-appoint deputies for Argentine agein
with the seme mandate as before. In agresment herewith, your
ceputies edviee that our Synod also eppoint denuties for '
South Americea again, with a mandate that conforme *to +hat of
the Netherlanda. \ - . _ T

Your Committee advises thet Synod do thls upon the beeis
of what the repori etetea.

(See Art. 75 for Committee members, ) © - hAdopted.

Article 25,

= The Report of the Committee for Publication Metters is
~ coneidered, which ie s& followss

“Honorable Brothere in Chriets

Your Gommitteeﬂﬁ&§7¢he honor to preeent the followings

1. In the Agends we found the following from Cleseie I1-
lincis: The Synod renew negotiaiione with the Banner of Truth
Publiehing Company, for the Durchase of its publﬂcetlon, The
Bamner, - )

Grounds:

&) The possession of an official organ in the
Anerican language will place our American epesking chur"hee

on an egual footing with the others.

t)} The Church should have control of the contente

of' The Banner inesrwuch me it repreeents the Christian Rae- 7

formed denomination before the American worlé and exerts
a grow1n5 1nFluence 1n our own. clrcle. :

e) rTIhe undeslrablll Ly mf belng repreesnted by a
peraonally ovned end edited paper.

in comnection herewith we resd in the report of De Wechter
Committees "The Committee etrongly recommends to Synod. '
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tﬁat}lif ﬁdbeible, The Banner become the pgopﬂfty df_the.Church.

- Your Committse advigee: Symod. to. dp..ao, and for the ‘Bame
ressons found on pp. 17, 18 Acte 1912. ST

a) It apnears -to your. Committee, after making an investi-
gatlon, that the price for the purcheee.of.The. Banner, may. be-
coneidered eoultable, conslderlng that . .he pecelpts for contri-
butione: ean¢- advertieing in former yeare, would cover the price
of trenefer. :

b) From 8 statement thai the Committee received, it ap-
pears. that the finencial conditien of The Banner iz et present
such. that it begins to ehow- a. profit, a profit that will be:
coneicerebly increased; if: the.circulsiion incressss, whlch
is. very wsll poesible,. since thse. subecribers. do not. amount. to
hal?® of De Wachter subecribers,

c) Tha f3+lr1e"~ condltlons whlch Thﬂ Banner madsa by the aven.
tual transfer to the Church, contain no objections to purchase
the papers They ares . ...t oo qur oo nooe e 0

. l.. Thas paper remain. the.representative of. the English-
speaking congregationg in our Ghurch.

2, If at all poe=iﬁle, the péper appear in the same
formet,. and. continue- to be- printed.-om the eame guality of paoer.

The Tirst condition is very natural Tbe Eecond Lakee into
consideretion the fact that all veriodisals, which .gre published
by English-speaking Churchese, appear in btook form, &nd at the
eams time are printed on.e better sort of. paper than the -Hol-
land pavere.

: If now for our Church a nerlodlnal 15 to eouear 1n the
language of. the, land, then-it is carteinly desirakle. that it
apoear in the same drese me the papers of the other American.
Churches,

Your GCommittee advieess

- 1. To purchase The Banner for the price of $5,000.Q0,
which 1s the price asked. by The- Banner of Truth Publiehing
Company, and the ecceptance of the cond1+1ons mede by The = . -
:B&nner‘ : S '
Wlth thle unaeratandang that wlth the pavment of thie price
the Church becomes the proprietor of the accounts which subscib-
ers and advertisers still owe The Banner, es also the office
euppliss, and that the. bills payeble be takem over by the Church,
if they are not greater .than the: bille receivabley ..~ -




~--Wachter Cormittee so that members of thie commities be eslectad
- for four ysars, and that at sach Svynod two retirs. In order

.for four years and two for two VEBTE. Svrody- howavaer, taks in-
o r'cmt?l:u!era't:l.on distanca.

- 1dent end the Secretary annually, and each of the other membars

~Wachtsr Committee be 1ncorporated according to the. lews of
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And besides with thlﬁlhnderetaﬂdlng that the Church

- make payment8 on this eum of $5,000.0C et the rate of 20p -
Oor more per vear, with 5% interest on the balance. o ,.'f?wmggu.

2. 'If Synod eo decides, then you Committee adviees
Synoé to place The Banner under the supervision of the eame
Comuittee that hes supervieion over De Wachter.

- Adopted.

3. If Synod edopte-the lest named. reguletion, then the
further advice of your Committes ie..to expand De Wechter Com-
mittee to 7 members. (See Art. 75 for members of the com-
mittee. ) PR Adopted

4. In the renort of De Wechter Committes we found the
followings s

The Committee requeste Synod to reviee the Rulee for De

+to meks thie traneition at thls time two-membefs-be“slected'

Your Committée edviser Synod so to do.
' Adooted.

5 Your Gomaittee further advises that Synod re_aopoint
Do Wachter peraonnel
ﬁd Opted -

6.Y¥our Committes further adviees thet the Committes for
supervieinn of De Wachter receive an snnual honorerium for . R
the manifold end responsible duties pleced on their shouldere. :
It is decided to grant e eum of $25.00 each for the Pree-
310.00 annuelly, -

7 "Your Committee would have. Synod coneider 'whether De

the State of Michigen under the name of “Publlca ion Gommittee : o ¥
of the Chrietian Reformed Church Co o L

Adopted.



menag? the trangeition,
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.8, If Bynod decides to purchese The Banﬁer that the pre.
sent functioning Wechter Committee be the: ueaignated Committee to

‘Adopted,

9. Purther it ie decided (Agende, Publication Matters,
p. 12, from Glessis Illinocis with respect to &n honorarium
for Rev. L. J. Hulet) not to consider this matter, esince
there was no Synodical mandate, end since this work wae performed

voluntarlly.
article‘zé.
leoeing Devotione,
LTI L Y
AFTIRNOON 5SSI0N, FRIDAY, JUNE 19.
Article 27.
. Opening Devotions.
Article 28.
br, GharléS‘Blanchard, preeident of Wheeton Gollege, ad-
dresees Synod as m representeive of the National Ohrietian
Aseocietion end the Chicago Hebrew Miesion. He thanke the church-

e8 for the collections teken on behalf of the Aseocistion, and
requeste the same interest for the future.

Concerning the Hebrew Miseion he urgently requeets further
- Bupport, the more eince of late the receipts have diminehed
consicderably, for the greeter part as the result of the promise

of a legacy of $50,000.00 from the Borden Eetete,cf which nothing-

hes been recelved 1o date,

-

Tne Vics-President, Rev. W. Stuart, resnonds to Dr. Blen-
-cherd, with the assurance of mutusl concern and love,

‘ In connection with the reguest for support for the Chicego
Hebrew Miesion (Cf. Art. 24, II0, i%i is decideds "5ince there is
- a.feirly large balance in the treauery of the Deputies for Jewish
Miseions, a glft of 31,000.00 shall be given to the Chicago

Hebrew MlEﬁlon.‘




Artlcla 29
Rev. W. Stuart reporta ae followss
Honorable Fathere and Brotherss

Your Committee of Pre.advice concerning mattere pertaining
to the Theoloiical Scha¥l-and.Coéllege hae the honor teo report
the fallowing to Synods

1. Concerning the insiructions from Clesees Grand Rapids
Baet, Muskegon, Illinoie, Pacific, Hudson, and Holland, and
advice from the Ouratorium, concerning a reduction in the num-
ber of Curatore, your Committee advieess

For the pressnt to meintain the statue guo. ‘Synod, however,
appoint & committee to report at the next Synod in which way the
work of the Curatorium could be reduced, so that them ‘there ‘
could be e reduction in the number of Curators.

Groundes N : :
' 1. The many actione that have to be performed in
a short tinme,

2. The great resnonelbllltv which rests upon the
Guratorlum. ; g :

3. With a redUétlon of the number of Jurators
there would not be e:eufficient number of membere from
which to choose an Executive Committee. (Cf. Art. 75.)

' Adopted.

2. Concerning the inetructions from Classes:Grand Repids
Easgt and Crangs City, with respect to the method of appointment
of profsssors of Theology (Cf. p. VII, Agenda), your Commit-
tee advises Synod.not to coneider these instructions, but to
decides that, !Af sugh 2 professor must be appointeds

1) The Curatore of the various Clesses to teke notice
thereof, who in their respective circlee can be nomin-
ated as qualified for the poeition, and that hie name
be mentionediet the meeting of the Curatorium.
2} The gross 8o obtained at a meeting of the Curatorium
shall be discussed, at which meeting 'the sdvice of the
theological profeesors ehall. be reguested. After this
Hdiscueeion the Curatorium Ehal’ make 8 nomlnaulon from
"the gross. -~
'3) From thie nomlnablon Synod ehall elect 8 profeeeor.
Groundst A
a) By this method the burden of the work of ‘
making & nominetion: is. placed with the body
where it belongs.
bJIn this way 8 greast part of unw1shed for pub-
11c d1°cu851on of pﬂreone ie sxcluded,
: : . &dopted
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5. Conecerning the instruction from Orange City pertaining
to appointment for life tenure, your Oommittee advises: To re-
place life tenure with definite,---and Synod instruct the Curac
torium to observe carefully that the professore meet the requ1re-

mente adopted by the Synod of 1910.
adopted.

4; Concerning the Instruction of Orange Citys “Synod shall
not re-avpoint a »rofessor until it is fully convinced that the'
pergon concerned fully meets the requirements of the Acte of
the 8ynod of 1910%s——_your Committee advisee Svnod +0 adopt

7 the esame without change.
ﬁdopted.

5. With respect to the instruction of Claseis Muskegon
end tho advice of the Quratorium pertaining to the appointment
of a fifth profeesor of theology, your -Oommittee advisess that
Synod eo decide. Your Committee proposee to Svmod Dr. R. Jans-
gen for this appointment.

The -advice for the appbinfment of a fifth profeeadr is
adopted. (Continuation, see Art. 33, f£.)

Article 30.

Synod decides to adjourn until Monday, June 22, 2tdO:p;m.~H
Cloeing Devotione,

o 3 o O O ik O O
MONDAY AFTZRNOON SmSSION JUNE 22.
Artlcle 51.

Opening Devotione. 4
Roll call. All preeent,

Artlcle 52
- The Obituary Committee, (Art. 9), reporte. ae.followez
Since "ths rider on 4he psle horse" since our last Synod.-
ical assembly hae thinned the renke of the Ministere of the

¥Word by taking from our midet and from that of their loved
onee the Zmériti-Ministers, J. H. Vos
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end R. Drukker, and those in,the mctive ministry, Revs. M. J.
. Mercusge, J. A..Kett, end K, Van Goor, who formerly with ue

. fought the good. flght,‘anﬂ now may enjoy the reward which the’
#falthful ‘receive, we honor their memory. \

: _Assembled in Synod we in.thiﬂ way show our heartfelt symu:i:,:
pathy %o the bereaved families, and pray that they may recsive '
~the rich comfort of God, and commend them to God ena thesWord

“of his grace.

It is decided to record thie resolution in the Acte of
Synod, and to plece a:copy in the hands.of the families-bereaved.

In the name of Synod held at Ghicago;flllinoia,.June,1914.- 77 :
The Committee, Vi

. A. Keizer
vz J.. Timmermann

. This report ie adopted, . -~ - grL

Aricle 5511 '

Symod continues the discusion (Art. 253, 5) concerning the
anp01n¢ment of a fifth professor.

The folloving rule for the election of professore for thie
Synod ie edosteds "With'reepect to the matter:of the sppointment
of -profeesore Synod decides that for this time the: Committiee iofwwi.,
Pre_edvice serve Synod with.a nomlnaglon, but uvnod“retalns the
TlEht to add Ao the nomination." o S &

From the trio presented, Dr. W. Bode, Dr. R. Jansesen, and
Dr, 8, Volbede, Lr. R. Jsneeen ie elected with the definite vote
of 58, (Cf. Art. 70.) (Cf. Acts 1510, Art. 56, Vii, B, p. 45),
and (Acte 1912, p. 33, Art. 59, Iv, 1) ‘

Artlcle 54¢mﬂ

S:mod further.considers the report of the Committee of
- Pre-advice for the Thevlowlcal School end Collnge as follows:

€. Wiuh‘resnect to the overture of Orange City and the
‘advice of the Curatorium concerning the emppointment of a pro- ~
fessor for the Dutch language, your Committee advisees -

a) To coneider such en’appointment. _ ks - ' . _

b} To 1netruc+ the Guratorlum 4o make the eppointmsnt.
: Adopted,

7. Concerning an ovarture from Classes Sioux Cs=nter and
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and Holland: "Synod abide by ite decision not to sell the build-
- ing of the'Theological,School, your Committee advises the same.

T o “Adopted.

8. Concerning the instruction from Cleseie Zeeland: "Synod
take meaaures that the Archives of our Theological School be
wainteined as complete as poseible," your Committes advieess:
- Bynod- instruct-the Curatorium to mendate the Librarisn to make
and maintain the Archives as coumplete as poseible,

- Adopted.
Article 35.

The Report concerning. the Church and the College ie now
discuseed, Having heard the advics of the Commities of Pre-ad-
vice, the matter is adopted by Synod as followes

REPORT OF THE COMMITTES CONCZRNING THE
CHURCH AND THE CCLLEGZ.

Honorable Fathere and Brotheres

Your Commitiee, coneieting of a delsgate from each Claesis,
Synodical Acte, 1912, Art 36, II, presente to the Synod of 1514
- 8 woll eircumscribed rasport accordlng to mandate pertaining to
the follow1ngs

1. The organization of a Society (ties) for secondary end
Higher Educetion, and

2. The transfer of the College (Preparatorv School and
College proper) to the Society (ties) to be organlzed and fur-
,ther B 1Du1at10ne.

Your Committee has the honor to present to you the follow-
ing ae its advices - :

Il

The first part of the mandate of your Committee requests
a plen for ths organization of a Society (ties)} for Secondary
and Higher Education. Your Committee presents the following
plan for the coneideration of Synod.

1. That Synod appoint a provisionsl Board coneieting of
15 members from the five Classee of Michigan, &nd instruct *
.this Committees
a. To formulate:.a eet of Rules for a Socisety of Second-
ary -3ducation, in accordance with Synodical Btipulatione on .
this material. See Acte, 1912, Art. 36, 1, 3, &, b, c.
b. That it call a genersl mesiing whereat
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thies mseting come.to a- deflnlte orga1nzation -] foliowet e
' 1} by the ‘members registering; : - .
- 2) by the adoption of a set of Rulea-
3) by voting for a Board;
4} by maklng TEgulatlonE for local sectione of the Soclety.

2. Thet Synod anpoint the follow1ng persons as the provl—
Elonal Boerds:
s .. Claesis Grandhﬂaplds ZaBts Pruf "L, Berkho_, Rev., W, P
Vén Wyk, Mr. J. B. Hulst.
B Claesis Grand Rapids West: Rev. G. Hoekaema, Mr, E. -~
- Haldhan, Dr. J. Van Lonkhuyzen. g o
e Gleseis Muskegons Rev. B. H. Einink, Mr. J. Sghreur,;;h
- Rev. J, Bruinooge, .
ke Classie Hollands Rev., R. L. Haan, Mr. &. C. Rinck, Rev.
E. J. Tuuk.

néﬁi S Claseig, hﬂﬂandS Rev, A, Keizsr, Mr. A. Bosch, Rev..

voouida Smltter. : "
II..

The eacond part of: the mandate Yo, your Committee regquests
.a well defined report- concerning the tranefer of the College
{Prevaratory School and Collsge) to a eociety (tlee} yet to be
organized, and“:further stipulations.

Your Ccrmittee edviees that for'the time beiﬁg the College
propsr should noi be transferred.to .a Society.. Concerning.the
Acadeny, it advises Synod that it tranfer the Academy to a
Society aes soon as poseible. The organization of the Society
(ties) take nlacs accsrdinggmﬁ,the vlan given above in Point I

~wof this report, and for all oractical purposes the transfer. ggth
teke place in accordance with thé etipulations given in thls
““report; ses below points III,IV,V. '

TWith reapect to the College vour-Gomnlt+ae camg to give
thie advice deepite the Pfact that the conviction is grow1nw
“more ‘amd more in our church circlee. . that principially .
would be dorrect, if the Gollege wes Eponsored by a Society
an¢ supporisd by the same. For proof of ihis eee the Svnodi-,
cal Acte 1894 Art. 48; 1B96, Art. 1lhb; 1898, Axrt. 76; -1500,
Art. 59, ; 1908, krt 24 5?, 5 2 1910 art. 563 191?! Art. 36.

It is the conV1ctlon Df the Commlttee that our peopla are
not ripe to give sufficient moral support for a College, that ..
for its growth and wellbeing ies mede dependent in the matter.pf
Higher #ducetion and of:the pereonal conviction of the neceseity
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of thie inetruction upon a Reformed basis.

This immaturity is found in the fact that among our people
" the high velue and great significance of a higher education
ie not Bufficlently anpreciated

The number in the midst of our people, who have rsceived
-a higher education, is comparatively small. It cannot bs denied
that ihere ie not yet that appreciastion emong our people for
an education that there ehould- be, in order by particulatr:initi-
ative to supnort a college.

Another indicaetion of thie immaturity emong our people is
that the conviction of positive Ghrisetian education is not gen-
eral, both secondary and higher, as being neceesary for our
Reformed youth. How many Reformsd .perents are there not who
send their children to the ‘Public School, slthough in-meny -
‘places the opportunity ie there to eend them to the Christien
School. How many of our young msn and young women receive their
daily inetruction at State High 8chools. With ell eateem and
respect for the zsalous advocatee for Christian Educetion among
our people, your Committee contends that there are large numbers
in our circles who do not have a sufficient understanding of
the necessity for positive Christian elementery education, and
8till lees of an understanding of the neceesity of Secondary
anc Higher &ducation. |

- A further indication of this imeaturity is eeen in the
‘results in which.rwel.in our.circleerhavecattainéd: - -nur
over & period of yeare with resvect to education. In tne case
of elementery education, it can be said that much has been done,
and continues to be done; but we could have done much more
for Chrietien inetruction upon & Reformed basis than hae been
donsa, - '

‘We are making progress but we have not yet arrived.

In the last twenty yeare (Acts 1894, Art, 48) or more
our people have had a more vivid understanding that our 8chool
ehould be more than juet an 1net1tution for the tralnlng of
minieters of the Word

With much struggle and exertion end under the blessing
of the Lord, the Academy ie complete, and the College pnroper
ie growing. The number of students in the GCollege proper is
- 8mall. If our people were now ripe for a conzciantious trana-
fer, then far geater results.zhoild:be eeen
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in the field of higher education. Then there should be on hand
ample funus forbuildlnge and many faculty mambers, etc.- ‘ '

LS

In thlE matter our n90ple are~too conﬂervatlve. Huch haa
been accomplished. God hae given & rich bleesing in the growth
of our school, but the growth is slow. This slow development
cannot. be haetened ertificially. The College will come to full
bloom out of and in. connsctmon with the Acad&my.,.\ . E

‘The fact 1smthsn that just in this slow procedura and in
~the reeult obta'tned: thereby, it is clear that the time ie not
“rlpe for the tranefer of the ‘College to a Society.

In how far“our neopl& are ripe for great changee with re-
gpect 40 the relationship between the Church and Higher Educa-
tion, ie eeen in our Academy. Thie is to all intente complete,
And financially and educationally the understaking of ite care
by meane of & Society ies not great. And then when firat it 8p-
veare that the Academy flourishes by the cere and under thg"
control of a Society, just by this, particular initiative will

be. shaken :awake, and brought in aciionywso that then iInthe R
futitre: +#$ Church with qualified haste Bhall be ableto transfer :”
the College to a Soclety. T ) .‘h.h

. Flna+1y,ﬁgﬂur.0amm1ttee reminds yau. that fiters is a move-

ment afoot in the Western.part of..our country- to estsblish its

. own hAcademy. Poseibly in the néar future there will be a like.
movement in the East. Particular initiative is beginning to
‘work in both of-these regione.-In-Grand Rapids and vicinity
there ie asleo an awakening with. reepect to .Secondary Educetion, .
and in the judgment of your Committee the reeponeibility of the
Academyshould be that of a particular Society.

Our people muet gusard against the splintering of the
sources. of our strength..There im danger. Our peovole are in - ¥
danger %o consider the matter of Higher Education =zoo much &s
of personal and local concern.

- There ie the matter of positive Ghrlbtlan.educatlon, as
well as hecondar?”and higher, that concerns . all our peoble,
In this on= has to have an eys to the caue&, and not only and
in the firat“place psrédrnal and local contern. As one man, ae
one army with closed ranks our people ™ : zust support our:Col-
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lege, wherein our peculiar system of poeitive. Christien educa-

tion culminatee, and finde ite point of unity. A Oollege demands

~ much capital, and many intellectual and administrative person-.
‘'nel, and the cause must be promoted by all who hold one and the
eame world and life v1ew.

Tnrough peraietentwork and. joint sction among our people,
-gnd above erll through the persevering work of an Educational -
Secretary in pleading -~ the cause of higher education, much-
can. take -place ih -thé-course .of time under the bleseing of God.

Let ug with a "God wille it" as expression of our convic—
tion get to work. '

I1I.

With reepect to the tranefer of the existing Academy to
a Society, your Committee places the following as advice to
Synods

1) With respect to buildingss The Church offer the uee
of ite buildings for an Academy to the Socisty, upon conditions
to be deterwmined leter.

2) Goncerning the profeescore: The present profeesors re-
mein the responsibility of the Church end Gollege. They offer
for the time being help in the Academy. The Society to be or-
ganized for Secondary Educatlon re-lmburee the Church of thie
work, :

5) The mdunat;onal Secretary remain wlth the 8331EEIBEu1—
cal or"anizaulon. :

Iv. . 4 ) 7 i

Concerning ths requiremente which the Chufch places be-
fore the Society with reepect to ite Reformed characier and
the curticulum for the Acedemy, your Committee adviees that
‘the Church requ1re the f0110w1ng.

1) Thet the Soclety base iteelf.and:bind:itself to_the
Holy Scripturee according 1o the conception of the Formules
7 of Unltv. ‘

2) That the Minieters linkeé with the Acedemy, s1gnify
their agreement of Reformed teaching ae expressed in the
Formulae o Unity by eigning the same.

3} That the Society make regulations to include in its
- curriculum in the Academy & Semifiary Preparatory Couree :.
as determined by the Ohurch, for which the Bociety will be
re-lmburﬁed by tne Church.
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- 4) Tnat the:Bociety to be organized give the Church (99)-¥ "
eufficient guarantee for maintaining pointé:l, 2, and-3.:

FE R R ”f'fiﬁ",-.‘w-;

" it intact for the eccleslaatinal organization, # and furthers

... "The Church require that.the Society.give sufficient finsncisal

%, i'guarantee, which guarantee shall be determined by both- p&rtlea
w1 at the tlme of the tranﬂfer "

Article 56.ﬁ~
Synod preeents the followlng trio‘for the chair of Hie-
torical Theclogys Prof. G. D. De Jongy:‘Prof. B. K. iulner, and
Dr, 8, Volbeda. (See further Arte. 44 and. ﬂé )
- L Article 37.
Gloeingi#evdlions.
) o A
| JUESDAY MORNING-SESSION, JUNE.25. =~
Article 38,

Opening Devotions.
The minutes are reed and approved

Artlcle 59

Uiz Qontinuation of the Report of the Committee with rasepect
to the.Theological School and the.College. (Arts. 29_56).
7-‘ﬁ%‘1) Upon the Badvice of the Commlttee of Pre-advices, Synod
adopte the followings

: PMIn view of the fact that the sppointment of professors
ie performed by Synod, which doee not meet before June)-and Prom
which difficulties arise, both for the School ané for *he per-—
gcns concernsd, the Gu?atorium expreeses the deeirability that
the appointment or re-appointment of professors for. the Prepara-—.
tory School and the Oollege be transferred to the Curatorium, ¥
At the regular meeiing in June the COuratorivm determine whether
it would be deeirabls to call a epecial meeting in February, '

S Svnod .decidee with respsct to the dndowment Fund “to keeprimf%
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rd

Bo that by the first of March provisions can be made for even- -
-~ tual vacanciea.ﬂ

2) Decided to delete from the Agenda, Church Order, p. 13,

- paragraph 1, the second part, end p. 14, paragreoh 3, entirely.

3) Upon the advice of the Committee it ie elso decided

V-to mzke honorable mention of the fect that the Profeesora Rooke
‘and Schoolland have served the Ghurch and the School for. e period

of 20 yeare.

Since Mr, 3. 3. Postma has worthily served as Treasurer
of ths School for 26 years in succession, end now hae reeigned,
Synod exprosses ite heartfelt apnre01at10n for hie faithful
Bervice,

4} With resnect to the advice of the Curastorium to con-
etruct en adeguate building for instruction on the new campue,
8inze thera is not enough room for the various clseses, Synod
concurg in the advice of the Committee of Pre-sdvice not to
do so., However, the Curatorium is instructed to maske the neces-
eary room. The Curatorium is aleo instructed to build a suit-
able dormitory on the campue, since it ie imposscble for stu-
dents to find suiteble living querters.

5)Decided to extend the leave of absence of Prof. A. E.
Eroene for another year. Mr. J. Muyekene is appointed to take

hie place for 1 year for a esalsry of $%00.00.

The profeseore B. K. Kuiper,fh. E, Broene, snd W. Rinck
receive definite apvointmente, -~ - . - 7

Mr., J. Hieuwdorp wae re-appointed‘ae tutor for one vear
for & salary of 31,000.00. The Curatorium ie ecslled upon to
meke eventual re-sppointmente, or make provieion for vacancies.

Article 40,
Closing Devotione,
LA LI BT o 1]
AFTARNOON SESS5I0N, TUESDAY, JUNE 235,
Article 41.

Opening Devotione. The preeident cells upon Rev. J. F.
Heemetra, delegats from the Geoneral Synod of the Reformed
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Church in America. The brother‘brings the greetings of his Church.
At the request of the Chairman, Dr. Y. P. De Jong responds, point- -
" ing out that in the field of elementary education we a8 churches

can canablv work together.

Rev, Y. Porter of the Associete Presbyterisn Church addree—
see Synod, to which Rev., H., M. Vander Ploeg responds. Dr. J. W.

Brooke addressed Synod ae representative of the Chicago T

ract

-Bociety and the Union Missionary Training Inetitute, to which

Rev. K. Poppen reeponds.
Article 42,
Mieeionery J. W. Brink addreeses Synod, ae does aleo
Clarissa Pierson, ons of our converte at Rehoboth, N. M.

J. Keizer responds, mssuring both of them the prayers of
Church.

Article 43,

Mise
Rev.
the

Rev, M: Van Veseem files the following protest to Symod:

FROTEST

Uoncerning the re-sppointment of Prof. .G. D. De

Jong, the undersigned feele neceseitated to protest
againet the decision of Bynod. (See Art. 36.).

1. Because Svnod acied contrary to the practice

of the Church in this matter, also eince in setiing
years ag trimsl period, Synod was to decide whether o
not he was to be re_a9001nted

2. Because it ie messuring with two measuress 1
becaues ths others were not so deal: with, and 2)
gince through the silence of the Curatorium in all
theee 8ix years it appeared that his work waE satie-
factary.

Wes signeds:
M. Van Veseem

Article 44,

Synod gethers in Executive Seseion in order to diecu

gix.
r

)

=k

the trio mentioned in &rt. 36, and in connection therewith

the re—sppoiniment of Prof. G. D. De Jong. &filer *thie bro
had been heard, it ie decided to adjourn until 7:%0 p.m.

Closing Devotions.

ther

|5
o
[
15
?1
I
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EVENING SESSICH, TﬁESDAY, JUWIE 25,
Article 45,
:~OpeningrDevotiona.
L -Article 46,

Returning to Art. 36 (Cf. Art. 44), Synod votes on the
trio, and the resulte ers that Dr. S. Volbeda was definitely
elected with 40 votes. (Art. 70.) (See Acte 1910, Art. 56.
VII, B, p.'45, and Acte 1912, Art. 39, IV, 1, p. 33.)

Article 47.

The following Curatore pressented the varioue Claesis are
appointed by Synod:

Claeeis SBioux Center
For 2 years -~ Rev. H. J. Heynen; Alt. Rev. J. Holwerds
For 4 years - Rev. P. Jonker; Alt. Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg

- Claeeis Pacific
For 2 years - Rev. T, Jongbloed; Alt. Rev. A. Guiksma
For 4 years - Rev. C. Vriesman; Alt. Rev. N. Gelderloos

Cleseig Ostfrieeland
For 4 years — Rev. G. L. Hoefker; Alt. Rev. B. Nagsl

Claeein Muekegon
For 4 yesre — Rev, B. H, Einink; Al%t. Rev. J. Bruinooge

Cleseis Hudeon l
For 4 yeare - Rev, J. J. Hiemenga; &lt. Rev. J. B. Hoeksetra

Cleseie Orange City
For 4 yeare - Rev. J. Timmermann

Claesis Holland
For 4 yeare . Rev. E. J. Tuuk; Alt. Rev. P. A, Hoekstra

Claseir Hackensack
For & years - Rev. D. De Beer
For 2 years - Rev. K. Poppen

.ﬁ;.
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 Cleseis Grand Rapids West - ‘ ‘ ,
v For 4 years — Rev. F. Doezems; Alt. Rev. L. Veltkamp ..

Classis Zeeland : .
- For 4 years - Rev. J. Smitter; Alt. Rev. E. J. Krohne

Claseie Illinois S : .
For 4 yeers ~ Rev. W. Borgman; Alt. Rev. G. J. Heen

Clssais FPella o ) _
For 4 yeers - Rev. H. Danhof; ﬁlh. Rev. H. Bultema
For 2 years - Rev. C. Ve Leeuw J : ‘

Claesis Grand Rapide Sast 7
For 4 yeers— Rev. P. Ekster; Alt..Rev, M. Bchane
For 2 years ~ Rev., W, P. Van Wyk; Alt. Rev. J. Groen

ERE - Article 48,
The following Deputies Ad Exanmina were appaintéd' .
e ?ﬂ Claesie Sioux Center —;Rev, P, Jonker; Alt. Rev, Js ,H* Beld
" Pacifieve Rev.-@iiVrieeman Y o

\ Ostfrieslemd — -Dri-W. Bode

" Muekegon — Revy.P. D. Van Vliet
N Hudeon - Rev. R.' Bolt; Alt. Rev. H. Tuls.

% Holland — Rev. R. L. Haan; Alt. Rev. K. Van Vassen
n

Orange City - Rev..J. Timmermann; Alt. Rev. F. Stuart
n Grand Rapids West - Rav. L. Veltksmp

_Zeeland -~ Rev. J, Smitter; Alt. Rev. R, B. Kulner
I1linoie — Rev. J. Manni; Alt. Rev. L. Van Dellen
Grand Rapide Bast - Rev. J. «Groen

" Pella - Rev. O. De Leeuw

Article 49,
Cloeing Devotronsa.

M e

MORNING SZSSION,<WILKISDAY, JUNS 24,
‘-A;ticlg 50,, D

, Openinglpgéaﬁiqng.Q

i

fﬁ
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The minutes are read and approved. Rev. M. Schane, alter—
" nate for Rev. Weersing, is seated. o

Article 51.
. !
. The mtter of Classis Muskxegon on the Agenda is diecueeed
(Agende, - farla, p. 18)s :

"Olaeeis requeste the judgment of Synoé concerning a
woman, who was diveorced from her hueband because of exireme
cruslty, and later, after her firet husband remarried; also
remarr 1ed, whether ghe can be ndmitted e member of the
Church.®

Synod decidess That’'we do not exprese ourselves with re.
epect to thie concrete case, but appoint a commitiee whlch ghall
repors the next Synod with reepect to this material.®
(See Art. 75 for the members of thie committes, and compare
the conclugion of Art. 68, I.} -

Article 52.

Rev, H. Bolt reports for the Commlttee of Pre-advice
the following:

REPOHT O THE COMMITTEE FOR HEATHEN MISSICHS.
Worthy Fathers and Brotherss

Your Committee has the honor to present the following ad-
vice concerning Keathen:Mieéionss

I. Firet of sll the propoeale of the Deputies of this
Mieeion.

l. a} The firet matter on the Agenda ie m& follows:

*Synod concur in the tranefer of the Training School
from Tohatchi to Rehoboth. Thie took place becsuse cf the de-
parture of’ Rev. L. P, Brlnk and upon uhe adv1ce of the Confer-
ence.

Your Comunittee advises thet thie be done, because
the Deputies under the existing circumstancee could with diffi-
culty do - - otherwise, and Rehoboth in our estimation ie & suit-
able placs. ' o

Adopted.

b} Synod coneider whether the Training Sechool eshould
.be continued, and if 8o, under what conditiocne.

In thie matter the mdvice of the Conference ie ae
followes "Conference exnpreeses the convietion that the training
"achobl‘for native helpers ie one of the moet importent factors
in ocur nissicn work. And that we should keep the Training
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School at Rehoboth, New Mexlco. Thaet thie wsrk be gxtended and
pleced on s permanent’ baﬂlﬂ L

Your Committee advises to continue the training school.
To instruct the deputies to devise a plan concerning ths man—
ner tv which we caen come to 8 graduasl training for the graduates
of our School, or also qualified candidates, whoss deeire is
to be trained for our miesion field, and preeent ths same to
the nsxt Synod. ‘
hdopted.

2. 8ynod note the difference between the calling churchee
of Roeeland and Paterson, and the deputies. These congregations

. and sfaptern Avenue have-called their missionaries under the

pay—the sgiary of s miesicnary and expect thne Church in general
to teke care of the remaining expenses.

The deputies abiding by the Mission Order adcpted by the
Synod of 1912, maintain that these calling churches ehould pey
for all the expenses of the miesion post which they supzort.
(Art. 8, Miesion Order.}

Thees churchee, however, point to the fact thai they were
already ective before the Symod of 1912, end therefors have
their claim upon the regulations adOpted by the S;nod of 1510.
(Arte, 43, 44, Acts 1910.)

Your Committee advisee to continue the exieting relation-
ship between the celling church of Roeeland end Patereon and
ths deputies for two years, in order that the churches have
eufficient time to conform +to the Mission Order, but that with
respect to other-calling churches in the future they abide by
the regulstions of the Miseion Crder.

This advice ie not adopted, but the following substitute
motion ies'"Coneidering that the churchee of Paterson, Roeeland,

old rules (Regulatione of Synod 1910}, Synod nlaces upon them
no greater burden than the payment of the Balary.

5. Synod appoint some ons, who can devate all hie time to
the general aeffairs of mlaslona in the Churchs Jew1eh Tomse.
tic, and Heathen. ‘

a} In order to bet*sr enlighten and create greater zeal
in i1he churches. :

b);TO'obtain epecial financial gifts.
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¢} To take up collections which would be divided on
a pro rata basie by a Budget establishsd by Synod.

da) Thai‘he be e memﬁer ex officio of the three commit-
tees, who in conjunction with him supervise hie work.

Viewed from a Financiel point of view, this proposal of
the deputies looks very attractive, however, after lengthy dis-
cussion it appeared that so many objections arise concerning
ité implementation, thet we lacked the courage to 3ropose thie
to Syﬂod

e do, howver, feel at liberty to propoge a substitute
to Swiod, as followss
!

"Synod recommend to the Claeeges , in order to provoke
greater zeal for miseions, to appoint men from their midst,
who ghall make a study of the various branches.of the Mie-
eion, in order to serve all the congregations by means of .
leatures, We believe that through greater knowledge end great-
or zeal, the gifte will of themselves hecoms 1argar and more
plentiful.

Thie advice is rejected, and it ie dscided nct to enter
into the matter. i

4. 8ince all the poets approved by Synod have been manned,
Synod awaken the Churches and the (lasses to expand the field
by teking over Blanco Canyon in the Northeast, and Beautiful
Mountein in the Northweat of our Miseion Field.

Only five of the thirteen Classes have thus far, eithsr
by Claseie or by 2 calling church or churches, have taken over
a part of the mission field among the Navehoes and Zunies.
For tha.reason .stated in the aforementioned proposal, your
Commlttee so adviees,

Adopted.

VII. Instructions.
1. Inetruction from Ostfrieeland.

7 Gince the preseni method of Miseions more or lese pro-
"vokee frictions

a) Since there if no general revresentation on the Board
as formsrly, and since now no official reporte are any longer
received by the Classee or coneiefories;

b} Since the entire Church is called to erect echools,
churches, and other buildinge, and %o me=intain the seme, with-
out having 2 voice in the matter, except only by menas of the
Boerd wherein a Claseis is renresented-
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c) Since thie friction deadene the zeal for missiones

Therefore Synod devise weys and meens to regulate the method
of missione, 80 that the entire Church van*participate in Mis-
sion work, and in such & manner, that Bynod appoint or let be
appointed in each Claeeis (whlch ie not represented on' the
Board) a cdeputy for Heathen Missions outeide the existing
Board, and give these brethren the information and the eay
concarnlns the designation of Miseion posts, the erection and
mainisnancs over buildinge, and over othsr important matters,
which have reference to the work of Hemthen Miseione. Synod
also instruct the Board to send a report each year.to the Clap-
ees, so that the entire Church participates in the work of

e Denpanes .

* " Healthen Miassione,

1

Your Committee ie of the oplnion that ™ : :
the intent of this instruction will be satisfied bj rev131ng
Art. 21 of the Mission Order in such a way, that instead of
five deputies, henceforth.a deputy be appointed from each
Claeeis, and-that there:be added to Art. 16s “And proposes
someone, whom Synod:cam’ eppoint as a member of the General
Denutlea -

That theee Deputies chaose from their ﬁid$£ as an Bxecu-
tiva Committee to take care of matt terg. that demand haste.

Your Committee advises Svnod that for the reeeonsstated
in the above mentionsed nroposal thue *to sgmend +he Articles.
(See Art. 55 for the names of the Deputies.} Adopted.

2. Inﬂtructioﬁ:frqm Classie Holland.

Svnod instruct the Curatorium to declare what the mission-
ary coursea are, of which Art. 14 of the Mission Order speaks,
and inetruct the eame body to provide thah inetruction be given
by our Schosl’in these.subjects.

Groundai aj Thera is uncertainty in thie matter.

b} Apparently at nraeent no instruciion is besing
glven. o , _ ‘ Adopted

Te Inétruction from Claseis Holland.

Synod daclare whether or not it is d321rable to engage

‘directly Lay Workers for miesion work on our Mlaslon field,

end dotermine what their ecclesiatical statuse is,

Reabons Becauss there ie already such a worker, although
nothing ie eaid in the Mission Order, neither has there been
provision msde in the Order, :

Your Committee advimes to declare, that whll“ it is not

"in conflict with Reformed Church Polity to vermit unordained -

workere to labor on the Mlsslon field, and while there are
gome placee
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on our Miseion field whzre euch missionariee can do profiteble
work, that it is to be recommended that he be used for such
‘places, though always with the apvoroval and under the super-
‘vision of the Synodicel Deputier, and that hie eccleeiastical
pogition alwaye lies within the mandate which he haa received
from the calling church or churchee.

Adopted.

The third instruction from Claseis Holland is as follows:

Synod add the following clause to Art. 21 of the Mission
Orders By which persone, who are deputiee of the sending church
or churches, cannot be taken into consideration either ae dele-~
gate or as alternate.

Ground s Bacauee other wige in one person two comparatively.
opooeite parties are repreeented in one person.

Tour Committee recommends to adopt the same upon the above
given ground. '
Adoovted.

4, Inetrucfion from Claeeie Hudson,

Synod teks into coneideration whether it would not be e
good idea thai in the new Mieeion Order it be decided that be-
sides the Synodical Deputiee, alec one or more inensctore from
such Claefes be chosen, where there sre congregatione that have
their own miseionaries on the field.

Your Committee believes that the reguest in thie inetruec-
tion will bs met if Synod cecides to chenge Art. 21 es etated
above.

- 5. Ths following 1nstruct10n vwas re061ved from Claseis
Hac&eneacx-

"Wnereae it wae the -thought of this Claeeis to begin Mie-
glon worl in South America if sufficient funde and the conseent
of our Board of Besthen Miscione could ke obtained, and

Vhereas the said Board does not feel willing at the present
time to pgive ite consent, notwithstanding quite an amount of
money hae elready besn promised, and we believe enough more
can be obtained, therefore be it _

Resolved, that the guestion of doing Mission work in South
Americe be placed on the Agendum of our next General Synod."

From the Réport of the General Deputiee (Supnlement IV, )
it -eppears that thie question hae already been acted upon.

The following concerningmihiamiewadopied;by Symods
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"With respect to the inetruction from Claseeis Hackeneack, .
Synod declare, that the Church at the present time:dose.mot.
choose another miseién field, and urgently adviees Clameis

- Hackensack, with real aporeciation for ite midsion ardor,‘alao

not to begln 8 new field,in order that our mleeion strangth

remsin concentrated."

Article 53.

Synod decides to hold &n evening session, in order that

the‘afternoon -can-be devotsd .té an:automobile rtour-through

uhiGBFO, through  the fr1end11ness of tha churchee of this place

and vicinity.
Closing Devotions.

T

- o e L L L L

SYSNING” SZSSION, WEDKESDAY,

Article 54,

Opening Devotions.

Afticle 55.

Vi

JUNE-24.

Synod’ aop01nte the following brethren as deputies for

Heauhen Mieeions, (Bee Art. 52, II 1)s

-‘.-‘.\”' e ST

Claﬂala Grand Rapids East
Grand Rapids Weset
. Hackensack
“-Halland
Huéson
Illinois
‘Huskegon
<™ Orange City.
Ostfriesland
-Paeific
"Pella
Sioux Uenter
&esland

-‘23"’332‘3&5

Artlc1e 55

" Dr. Y. P. De.Jong

Dr. H. Beets -

Rev. K. Poppen
Rev. M. Van Vessenm
Rev. R. Bolt
Rev. J. Manni
. Rev. J. Dolfin
Rev. F. Stuart
‘Rev. H. T. Bode
Rev. A. Guikema
Rav. G. Do Lesuw
Rev. H. M., Vander Ploeg
Rev. H.

Walkotten

“Rews J, Haveman renorts,for the Committesof. Pre-auv1ce B

perteiring to Church Order.
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.

:,Honorable Brotherss

' The mettere concerning whlch your Gommittee ie called up-
;.on to glva are five-folds : S : s T

1. The inetruction from Claseis Holland;(Cf.rAgendé, P. 14.)

2. The Church Order as euch with the instructions pertain-
ing to it, '

5. The instructions from Classes Grand Rapide Weet and
Muekegon, concerning which the Committee for Revieion of the
Church Order has given ite advice. See Acte 1612, Art. 62, p. 50.

4. Instructione concerning rsvisions of Synodical decieione.

5. Instructione concerning the translation of the Church
Order in English and German,- Agendas, pp. 16, 17.

The instruction from Claseir Holland. It is as followes

Synod investigate why the document of the Church Order of Rev, Fortuin
wee not incorporated in the Acts of Synod, 1912, Art. 62, 1, 2.
That it take noteof thie document, and bring it to the attention
of the churches befores e revieion of the Church Order ie dis-
cuesed by Synod. :

Your Committes has endesvored to obtain information from
the Stated Olerk, who replied me followss Rev. Fortuin thought
that his document would be %tmken up in the Actas, if he had it
ready by September 1912. ’

- The Stated Clerk wae of the opinion thet he should publiesh
the Acts me eoon ae poseible.

Synod.:decidees Since it appears +that there was & misunder-
standing -concerning the document:of ‘Rev.:Fortuin anc -its publi-
cation in the Acts io return to the order of the day.

Article 57. * ' -
With respect to the Church Order ae such with the inetruc-
tion pertaining thereto, the following is submitted by the Com-

mittee of Pre-advice, (cf. Art. 15)s

"Your Committee advises Synod to recive the draft of the
rovibimmof the Church order ag information.

Your Committee hae learned that the rivisers have etrict-
ly confined themeelves to the mandate of 1912, which ie as followss
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1. Thaet it a=dd -no-new or. reV1sed.Art1cleB* shatrare-contre—

" versial.

2. Thet ae closely ee poesible adhsre to the Church Order
of Dort, and the revision of the Gereforemeerde herken in the

Netherlands, 1905. -

e) In-so-far ms it pertsins to mattere which do not Epeci-
ficelly have to be revised-with respect to American situatione, snd

b} In-so~far as the Netherlanda Revision decides no. contro—
versial p01ntB. T

5 That 1t curefully differentiate between the Church Order
a8 such, and eccleslastlcal rules,

4 That it make its draft.aa ehort as poseible.

In connection herewith your Uommlttee pointe to the rules
to be found in the report on the Church order, p. J.

a) To delete from the old Church-Ordere or to add to or
reviee all that which has for a- 1ong time generally fallén -
into disuee or revised;

b} Rulee, which apparently through. experlence have been
misunderstood, through editorial changes for clarification;

~ c) Ae little as poesible +to make general rulee; that thess-
only contain, that for which is absolutely necesgary to mainz .

_.tain order and justice, while the regulation of all other matu‘*i

ters be left to the freedom of the churches and of" life'ltself
- dY With proposed changee to remain as much &8 possible

with the style and choice of words of *he old eccletiastical

language; and finally,
e} To prevent confusion by reference to articles to re='
tain number of artlcleB and the same Bequence,

Your Comnittes ie of the oninion that the revimere have-
woriked within tive confines of the mendate-of the Symod of 1912,

-and therefore.advieee to abide generaIly-by“the ground rules

: made, eapeclally ‘hat which .concerne langa&ge end etyle.

In connection herew1th your Commltuee adv1Bee net to con-
geider the inetruction of Cleeeis Orange Qity, Agendu, p. 16, b.

. It ie s followes: That we do not use the wordThurch at one tims

and the word Congregation at snother time, but alwaye ths sams.

- And noi to spesak ai one time of Call and at another time Cal-

ling, but always use the term Calllng. _
. . Caen .Adopted. '

i
H
i
i
i
|
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Articie 58.
;qoiéging;Dévotiuna. ‘
| | | SR
THURSDAY‘MDRNING SESSION,'#UNE 25.
Article 59. |
Upening Devotions.
Article 60.

S'nod continues the metter of +he Committee of Pre-
Advice perteaining to the Church Order. (CGf. Arts. 15, 56, 57.)

Your Committee felt that certain changes-ghould . be:made-with
respect to the proposal of the revisere, and further takea note
of the inetructione with reepect to varioue articlee of the
Church Order, which they wieh teo discuse under the respectivs
-artlclee. ~

The Chanee Are As Follows:

l. In agreement with the instruction from Claeeis Orange
'Oity, Agenda, 1914, p. 1%, your Committee advises that the
worde North America be deleted from the heading of the Church
Crder.:

Your Committee would rather meintesin the -worde North Amer-
ica, but Acts 1904, Art. 132, p. 43, give the of<iciasl name as
The Chrietian Reformed Church. '

Adopted.

2. The addition "in addition to the therewith connected
Synodical decisione™ in the nsture of the caese are delsted from
the heading by virtus of the fact of the deceicn of this 8ymod-
that the publlcatlon hereof be 1eft to personal initiative.

: Adopted.

: 5« Your Committee edviees to replace the Roman numerale
“with the ordlnary numnerale. ‘ :
‘ ' : Adonted

‘ 4. Your Gommlttee recomuende that Arte, 1, 2, 5 be pdopted
unchanged,
L Adopted.

5. Your Committee advisesz to change Art. 4 that after the
third paragraph concerning Approbation the followlnz worde be
addeds "Which epprobation is not required in the event the elec-
tion takee place with the cooperatiom
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of the congregation by voting from a. nomlnatlon thet head been
previoualy 'mede.

The reason for this proposed change is thet your Commit-
tee is of the opinion that the election as written in the ad-
dition, the congregation factuslly approves, and *herefora
. a separate annrobatlon is not neceesary.

ve Adopted.

" 6. In connection herewith your Committee polnts 40 the
instruction from the Prospect Fark, N. J., congregﬂt1on, which
ie as followss If Synod adopte the revision of the Church Order,
the right of Arts. 4, 5, 22, and 24°for membérs of the congre— .
gation be maintained according t& the Confeseion of faith, Art.
51, namely, “"Wo lelieve that tiie ministers of the Word, the eldsrs,
and the déacons ought to bé'thoaen to their reepec ive offlcee
by-a lawful election by fhe Church.®

Tour Committee sd@viees that Synod declare that with respect
to thie reading of Art. 4, thie right of the Church ies meintained,
’ Adoptsed,

7. Your Comzit<ee advises to change Art. 5, eo that the words
“when the néme of the Minister is presented, and efter s period <~
of fourteen daye no lawful objectiong it hae come," be daletega
end in ite placs etate' “in the manner as preeented in Art.
Thie for the same reaaon that Yed to the change in &rt. 4.
- Adopted

8. To adopt without change Arte. 6 7, 8, 5, 10, 11, 12,
Adopted
9. Your Committee adviees to change Art. 15 ae followss
If it heppens that any minieters because of age, aickness, or
otherwise areincapacitated for the psrformence of %their duties,
then they ehall neveretheleea maintain the honor and the name
of a Minister, and from a’fund“¢f the churches corporately,
they be cared for by the Ghurch, which thev have served, accord-
ing to the general’ eccleslasulcal ordlnances in their honorable
need (as aleo the widowe and the grphanﬂ of the Mlnlstsra in
generel}.. : :
aroundﬂs &} thue the local church is not preesed with
‘ haavy burdens;
b} thus there ie in the care a bet+er aureemenu
between practice and this art icle.
Adopted.
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10. Your Committee adyieéé‘to adopt without éhange Arts,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
e ‘ L B Adopted..

- 11, Havinp concidered the instruction from Olessie Orange
City, page 16, Agenda, e, that Art. 22 , thus revieed be adop-
teds The eldere ghell according to the judgment of the Consise-
tory and the deacone be chosen, according to the regulation
establithed by the Coneistory, by which regulation according
to the convenience of each Church shall be free beforehsnd to
acquaint ths members of the congregation shead of time con-
cerning qualified persone, end direct their attention before
the election the number of elders that ere nscessary to pre-
gent to the congregation, in order from those (provided there.
are no objsctions) approved, by means of public praysre and
stipulations be installed, or a double number bs presented to
the congregetion, in order to chooee one half of the nominattion,
end in the same manner be'instaslled, sccording to the Form
designated there for, ‘
Adopted.

12, Your Committee mdvises to asdopt unchanged Arts. 23, 24,
: Adopted.

1%. With respect to Art. 25, the Coneistory of Prospect
Park, N. J., hae an instruction on the Agendas, p. 15, 6, that
this Ari. be read se followes “The 6ffice of the Deacons is to
" collect alme end other goods for the peoor eesiduouely, and to
distribute the eame faithfully and diligently according to the
need o? those in went, both in end outeide,‘@mccording to the
decision of the Consistory, to visgit the bereaved, and comfort,
and sse to it that the alums are not mirueed. Whereof they eshall
report to the Oonsistory, and the booke shell snnually be open
for inspection by the congrsgation.,"

" Your Jomuittes mdvises to edopt the draft without change.

Goncérnihg the inetruction of the Consietory of Prospect
Psrk, your Committee obeervess

1. That the firet propoeed change of P, P. that the deacons
ehall distribute eccording to the decieion of the Goneistory,
a) Does not harmonize with Art. 40, where it epeaks of eeparate
meetinge of the deacons; b} The distribution with the general dd-
vice hae raference to mutual coneultation among the deacons, which
prevente arbitrary action; c)} the deacons do stand under the
supervieion
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of the Consistory, but in the semse that the Consisiory. gives
‘the ground rules, but thaet the deacone themeelves mske thelr
‘own regulatione- with respect to the dietribution. =

.2, Goncernlng the Eecond proposed change of P. P. that :
“th= books be ovenad for inepection to ‘the conEregatlon,“ vour
Committee pointe out that accordlng o the revision of Art.
25 the.right of control by ths congregatlon ie sufficiently

malntalned :

. Advice.edopted.

14, With reepect to Art. 26, your Committee adviees that
the worde "miserable one", the third line from the bottom,
for the eaxe of clarity be changed to *poor®. ,

Adopted.

15, Your - Committee edviges to alter Art. 29, and adopt
it ae Pollowss Four eseemblies shall be meintained; the Con-
" eistory, thé Claseicel meetings, (the particular Synod), and
the Gensral Synod. The words “or national" were by mistake
included. )
Adopted.

16. Your Gommittes propoees to adoot Articlee 27, 28, 29,
30, 51 52 33, 54, 1n conformityiwith the. draft of the adv1°ere.
Aaonted

-17. Concerning ths obeervation-.o#-Classie Orange City, Agen-
da 1914, p. 16, d, +that im‘Ari..°35 the word "cantlous“ be changed
to “wrangler“, youv Committee pcinte out that ClﬂBElS Orange
City evidently is mieteken in its understending of "cactious"

Your Committee mdviees that the Artcle be adopted uneltsred.
_'&m Adopted

18 The.t Sjnod adont Artclee 36 and 37 unaltered.
Adopted.

16. To make Art. 38 a complete sentence, that it be altered
as follows: "In place where the Consistory for ‘the first time
or again is to be established, it shall not taks“place, except
with the advice o Claseis.

' T I Adootau.

20, To adont Artcllea 29 and 40 wlthout rev151on.
: N . ‘ . &dopted

2;. In agreement w1th the 1natructlon from Claseie Orangs
City, Agenda 1914, p, 16, ¢, and in the spirit of
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the instruction of the Gonﬂletory of Proepect Park, N. J.,
Agenda 1914, p. 15, 7, Art. 41 be revieed that after the word
postnone‘ page 19, third llne, the words unlesa far distancee :

-;“lrequire thie® be added.

Adouted

22 ' Your Gommlttee advieee thet Artlclea b2, L5, 44, 45,
46, be adopted unaltered.
Adopted.

. 23. Concerning Artcilee 47, 48, 49, your Committee proposes
" the followings With reepsect to the instituting, yes.or no, of Par-
ticular Synmods, vour Committee proposes:

a) The report concerning‘this, Agenda, p. 35, be received
ag informastion; ,

b} The conclusion of the Report, that,“at least for the
the present not to begin with the instituting of Particular
Synods," be accepted on the grounds givenm in the revort
mentioned;

c) The Articles concerning Particular Synode remain unal-
tersd being placed in parentheeés, a8 takee place in the draft
cf the revision of the Church Order, and at the same time all

"whet pertains to the remaining Artcles on Particular Synods
to reumin as thsy are given in the draft for revieion, ;
Adopted. LJ ;

24, Your Oommittee recommends to adopt unaltered Articles

50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55.
- Adopted.

25. Thet which concerns Art. 56, your Committee advises
to be taken over literally from the Netherlande Hevision, and
the propoeédalteration of Claseis Orange City, concerning the
this Article, Agenda 1914 p. 16, d be not accepted, and con-
sequently read “worship" and not gatherlng .
' . Adopted.

‘26, Your Committee mdviees to adopt without alteration
Articles 57, =8, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, &4, 65, and 66.
.Adopted.

27. In agreement with the instructions from Classee Orange )
City and Grand Rapide Weet, and from the Gonsietory of Prospect )
Park, N, J., vour Commitiee proposea to alter Art. 67, and to
adopt the eame in this manners "The churches Bhall obeerve, in
addition to the Sunday, slso Christmse, Good Fridasy, Easter,
Aecension Day, Pentecost, Day of Prayer, the National Thankse-
giving Dey, and Old and New Year's Day.‘ ‘ '

Adoptad.
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28. Having conslderad the instruction from the Conelatory
of Prospect Park, N. J., Agenua 1514, p, 15, 4, the %may® in
Art. 68 be changed to “muet", your Committee adVlEBB to abide
by the reading of the draft.

Groundss a) It ie-according to Dordt.and: the Nethe“landa

revieion;
b} It must not be too binding.
hdopted,

29; Your Committee advises Synod to adopt unaltered Arti-

clee 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76y 77, T8.
‘ . o Adopted,

50. Goncerning Art. 79 there is-an ineiruction from the
Gonsistory of Prospect Park, N, J., Agenda, p. 16, 5, “Wnen

" Ministers of the Divine -Word, Eldera; or Deacons. commit a

public gross-ein, which is a diesgrace to the Church, or worthy
of punishment by the State, they sghall immediatsely be suspend-

8d by the Consietory; whether they shall be expelled, if they -

be Ministere of the Word, shall be left to the judgment of
Claseis, but for -Zldem and Deacons +he GonEiEtory shall seek

advice from 2 neighboring uonsistorv,

Your Committee advises to ablda by the reading of the draft.
Adopted

31. Your Gommlttee adv1see to adopt unaltered &rtlcles
&0 and 81.
Adoptpd.

32, Glareie Crange City desires, (Of. Agenda, p. 16, cJ,
that & note be added to Art. 825 "It ie left to the freedom
of the Coneistories to =end certificetes of membership or
to give them pereonslly to the pereons concerned.®

Your Committee edvises to leave the article unsltered ,
becaues of the charscter that a certificate of membership
ghould poseess, ' '

Adopted.

"33, Your Committes adv1eea to adont unaltered A*tlclea
83, 84, 85, 86
Adopted.
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‘the Church Order, with the nrinuinu‘errore eliminated,
and altered accordlng to the above mentioned declslone is
as followe:

CHURCH ORDER

Of the Christian Reformed Church, as it wae revised by the
Synod of 1914, held at Chicago, Illinois. -

Article 1.

For the maintenance of good order in the Church of Christ
it is necessary that thsre should be certein offices and sssem-
blies, supervision of doctrine, sacramenis, forme of worship
_.and Christlan Diecipline; of which mattere the following arti-
clee treat in due order.

0f the Offices
Article 2,

The offices are fourfold: the Ministers of the Word, the
Professore of Theology, the Eldere and the Beacone.

Article 3.

No one, though he be a professor of theology, older or
deacon, -ehall be permitted to administer the Word snd the
sacremente without having been lawfully called. If any one acts

%.contrary to thie rule, and after being freguently admoniched,

‘doee not desiet, the classis shall judge whether he is to be
declarsd schiematic or is to be punirhed in some other way.

hrticle &,

The lawful calllnz of thoss who were not nrev1ously in of-
fice consistes .

First, in the election, which after prayere have been of-
fered, shall be conducted by the coneietory and ihe deacons,
with due observance of the regulatlon established for this pur—
poee by the conseistory, and of the eccleeisetical ordinance
that only thoee can for the first {ime be called to the Minie-
try of the Word who have been declared eligible by the churches,
acco*dlng 1o the rule in thie matier; and furthermore with the
advice of cleesis or of the couneelor appointed for thie pur-
pose by the claeeie.

Secondly, in the examinetion with respect to doctrine and
life, which shall be conducted by the claeeis to which the
call miet be eubmitted for approval, and
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which shall take place in the preeence of three delegatee ap-
vointed by the Synod from the neareet claeeses.

Thirdly, in the epproval by the members of the calling
church, which tekes place when the name of the minister ie
announced for two.successive Sundaye and no lawful obetacle
arisee. This approval is, however, not reguired in case the
congregation co-operates in the election by choosing out of
e nomination previously made, Finally, in the public installa-

‘tion in the congregation, which shall take place with appro-

priate stipuletions and questione, admonitione and 'prayer, -
and the laying on of hande by the officiating minieter (and by
other minietera present with him} agreeably to the adopted
Form. '

. Article 5,

Minidtera already in eervice.who are called to another
congregation shall likewise be callsd in the aforesaid manner,
by the consistory and the deacons, with the observance of the
regulation made for the purpose by the coneistory and of the
general ecclesiaetical ordinances for the eligidbility of these

" who have served outeide of the Chrietian Reformed Church, and

for the repeated calling of the same minieter during the sems .
vacancy, with the advice of the classis or of the councelor
appointed by the cleeeis and with the spproval of the clessis
or.of the delsgates.sppointed by the claseis, to whod the minie-
ters:called shall show good eccleeimetical testimonial of doc-

trine and 1ife, with the approval of the membere of the calling

congregation, ae stated in Article 4; whereupon the ministers
caelled ehsll be installed with appropriete stipulations and
prayere, agreeably to the adopted Form.,

adrticle 6..

No minieter.shall serve me such in institutione of mercy
or be otherwise engaged, unless he be previously admitted in
accordance with the preceding articles, and he shall, as well
as others, be subject to the Church Order.
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Article 7.

No one €hall be called to the Miﬁistry of the Word with-
out his being etationed in a8 particular place, except he be
sent to do church extenalon work.

_krticle &, . -~ . - - - SRR

Persons who have not pursued the regular course of study
in preparation for the Ministry of the Word and have there-
- fore not been declared eligible according to Article 4, shall
not be sdmitted *o the ministry, unless there is ample assur-
ance of their exceptional gifte, piety, humility, wmodesty,

eound judgument, as also gifts of public address. When such per-

gons present themselves for the ministry, the claesla,.(lf the.
(particular) Synod approve) shall firet examine them, and. fur-
ther deal with them as it ghall deem edifying, according to
tha general regulation of the churches.

Article §.

Preachers without a fixed charge or others who have left
some soct, ghall not be admitted to the mlnlstry of the church
until they have been declared eligible after careful examina-

tion by the clasais, with the approval of Synod.
Article 10.

No miniéter, once legally célled,.may leave th2 congrega.

tion to ‘which he is bound, and accept a call elesswhere, without

the conegent of the consietory together with the deacone, and
knowledge on the part of ths claseis; and likewise, no other
" church may receive him until hs has presented a lawfyl teati-
monial of hies departure from the church and the classis ‘where
he served.

Article 11.

On the other hand, the'conEiatory represeniing the congre-

gation shall be bound to provide suitably for her ministers,
and shgll not dismiee them from service without the inowledge
and approval of the claeseis, and of the delegates of the Synod
(Particular). :

Articls 12.

inasmuch s a Minister of *the Word, once lawfully called,
is bound to the eervice of the church for life,
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he is not allowed to enter upon & eecular vocation excepnt for

- such weighty reasons as shall receive the approval of the claseis.

i'ﬁrticle 15,

Minieters who by reeeon of age, sickness, or otherwiese,

- are rondered incavable of performing the duties of the minis-

try, shall nevertheless retain the name end the honor of & min-
ister, end the church which they heve eerved shell provide for
them in their need (likewiee for the orphans and widowe of all
ministere) out of a comzon fund of the churches, according to
the general ecclesissticel ordinence in this matier.

Article 14,
If any mlnlster, Por the aforeeaid or gny.other reaeon, is

compelled to diecontinue hie eervice for a time, which shall not
teke plece without the adv1cegpf the coneistory, he ghell at

- all tine= be and remain subject to the call of the congregation.

Arﬁféle 15.

No minieter, having left the ministry of his church, or
being without a flxed charge, ehall be allowed to preach with-
out the coneent and authority of the Synod or claesie. Like-

wiee, no one .ehall be permitted to preach or administer the
Bacramenta in another churech, without the congent of the con-
sistory of thet church.

Article 16.

The office of the minieter is 4o persevere in preyer and
in the Minietry of the Word, to dispense the macremente, to
watch over hie brethren, the elders and demscone, ae well as
the congregation, and finally, together with the eldere, to
exercigs Christien discipline and to see to it thet every-

‘thing ie done decently end in good order.

‘,Article 17.

Equelity shall be meintained among the Minietere of the
Word with respect to the duties of their office and in all other
matters as far ae poseible, according to the judgment of the ‘
congistory end, if neceseary, according_te ihe. judgment of  the
ghall be maintained among the elders and the deacons.
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Article 18. .

Tha,officq_of the Doctore or Professors of Theology is
to explain Holy Scripture, and +o defend esound doctrine sgainst
heresies and errors. )

Article 19.

The thurches shall exert themeelves, as far ss neceesary,
that there may bpe studente eupvorted by them to be trained for
- the Ministry of the Word. . '

Article 2C.

- Btudents who have received permiesion esccording to the
rule in this matter, and persone who have according to Article
& teen judged competent to be prepared for the Minisetry of
the Word, shall for their own treining, and for the sake of
becoming known to the congregatione, be allowed to =peak B word
of edification in the congregational eervices.

Article 21.
The consistoriee everywhere ghall gee to it that there
are good Uhrietian schools, wnere the parenis have their child-

ren ineiructad accarding *to the demands of the doveanant.
g \

Article 22.

FET

The election of the elders ehall be determined by the judg-

‘ment of the coneistory together with the deacone, according
to the regulation Pixed by the consistory. Where local circum-
stances make it advisable the membere (in full commmnion)} may
be given en opportunity to direct attention to suitable per-
eone, in order that the consietory mey thereupon preeent to
the congregation for election as many elders as are nceded,

" that they mey after they are mpproved by it, unlees any cbate-
¢le arise, be instmlled with public prayers and stipuletione,
or present & douhle nomination to the congregation and there-

~upon install.thoee chosen by it, in the aforesaid manner,
agreeably to the adopisd Form. -

Article 23.

Tha office of ihe eldera, in addition to wha+t was de—
clarad (in Article 16) to be their duty in common with the
Ministers of the Word, is to take heed that the minieters to-
gether with their other fellow-elders and the deacons faith-
fully £ill their office, and both before and after
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Lord's Suppsr, as time and ¢ircumstancee may -demand for the

- edification of the churchee to vieit the families in‘order par- . .
“:ticularly to comfort-and inetruct the members, and alao to ex-

hort onhers to (profess) the Ghristian religion.
Article 24.

The deacons chall be choeen, epproved, and instelled in
the same manner as was etated concerning the elders.

Article 25.

The office peculiar to the deacons is diligently to col-
lect alms and other contributions of charity, and after mutual
counsel faithfully and diligently to distribute the same, to
strangers ‘ms well -ae to the-regular members, as their needa
may reguire; to ¥isii and éomfort the distféssed' and to exer-—
cise care that the almé are ndt mieusedy of the dietribution

-+0f which they shall render en account in consietory and also,
" if eny choose to be present, in congregational mseting at such

a time as the coneistory chell sze fit,
Article 26.

In pleces where cthers are devoting themselves to charity
work, the deacone shall aim %o keep in close touch with them,
to the end thet the alme may be dietributed where the need is
greatesi. HMoreover, they shall make it poesible ‘for the poor
to-make use of inetitutions of merey, snd to that end-they- shall
reguest the .Board of Directore of such inetitutions to keep in
cloee touch with them. I% ie aleo deeirable thet the deaconries
aesist and coneult ons another, esvecielly in cering for the

poor in such inetitutions.

“Article 27.

The elderé and the deacons shall eerve two or uore years
accordlng to local regulatlon and an equal number shall retire

unleee the circumetsncee and ‘the profit of eome church render
re-election advieable, in the exscution of Articles 22 and 24.

Articler28.

The consietories shall exerciee care that *he churches be
.able to claim protection from the state in the holding of their

property, and for the.preservation of pesce and order in their
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meetinge-——on ths exprese condition, however, that they may

. never, for the eake of peace or material posseseions, do vio-

lenca in the slightest degree to-ths Kingshlp of Christ over
His Church.

Cf Ecclesisstical Assemblies
Artlcle 29.
Four ecclesiaetical aaeembllea ahall bte maintaineds The

Coneistory, the Claesis, (the Particular Synod), and the
Genaral Synod. e

Article 30.

In these assemblies ecclesimstical matters only ehall be
transacted and that in an ecclesimstical menner. In greater
aeeembliee only such matters shall be coneidered as could not
be finished in leseer aseembliee, or as nertaln to the church-
es of the aseembly in comwon.

Article %1,

If anyone complein that he has been wronged by the_dedi—

.sion of a leeper assembly, he shall have the right to appeal

to a grester aeeembly, and whatever may be decided by a major-
ity vote shall be considered tinding unleee it be proved to
confliet with the Word of God or with the articles of thise

+ .Church Order, ae long ae they are not changed by the General

Synod.
Article 32,

The transactione of the sesemblies shall begin with praysr
and be closed with thanksgiving.

Articlé 33.

‘Delegetes to the mesemblies shall take with them .their
credentials and inetructione eigned by thoee sending them,

~and -they shall have a vote in sll matters except such ms par-

ticularly pohcern their persone or churches.
Article 34,

in ail apsemblies there ehall be not only =a ﬁresident

Vbut also a clerk to kXeep a faithful record of =21l important

matters.
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L Article 35.

Col The duty of the or351dent ie to state and ‘explain ‘the buBi— .’
37"neaE to be trensacted, to see to it thet each epeaker observes
"the rules.of order, to silence those who are captioue end vehe-

ment ir spesking, end to proverly discipline them if they re.-
fuse-4o-lieten. Hie duties ghall cease wlth the termination. of
the eseembly.

Article 36,
The claseis ghall have the same juriediction over the

consistory es the Particuler Svnod hee over the classis, and
the Goneral Synod over the Particular.

s - ‘ Article 37.

' In all churches therd ‘shall be & consietor} composed of

 the Ministers of the Word and the elders, who at least in lar-

ger congregations ehall, as & rule, meet once a week. The Min-
ieter of the Word shall preside. If there be B plurality of

"ministers, they shall preside in rotation. Wherever the number

of elders is ®mall, the descons may be added to the. consistory
by locel regulation. Thie ehall invariably be the rule where
the nunber is less than three. .

Article 38.

No consistory ehsll be constituted for the flrst time or
anew without the sdvice of clessis.

Article 30.

- Placeb where ss yet no consistory can be constituted shall
be entrueted to the care of & neighboring coneistory.

flﬁkrticle 40.

Likewiese the deacons“shall meet, wherever necsssary every

week, urayerfully to transact the businese pertaining to their

offlce- of which transactions ths minietere ehell take good
heed. If neceesary the mlnlsters ehall alao attend these
maeulngs. .

Article 41.
 The classical meetings ehall coneist of nelghborinw church-
o8 thet respsctively delegate with proper credentials,. a mini-
ster and elder to mset at such time and place as wae determined
by the previous clagsical meeting. Such meatings ghall be held
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at least once in three months, unlese great distancee render

- thie-inadvieable. In these meetings the ministers shall preside
in rotation, or shall be chosen to preside; however, the same

minieter shell not be choeen twice 1n succesBion. ‘

Furthermore, the president shall, among other things, put
the following gquestione to the delegates of each churchs

i. Are consistory meetinge held in your church?

2. Is church diecipline exerciced?

5. Are the poor and Christien echools cared for?

4. Finally, do you need the judgment and the help.of clas-
gis for the proper government of your church?

. Ang, fiﬁally, at one but the last meetiog and, if neces-
eary, at the lest meeting before +he (Particular} Synod, dele-
gates shall be choeen to attend said Synod,

Article 42,

If in any church there iala plurality of minieters, also
thoee not delegated according to the aforesaid article shall
have the right <o attend classie with advisory vote.

Article 43,

4t the close of the claseical and synodical meetings,
those who have in the meeting done something worthy of pun-
iehment or who have scorned the admonition of the lesser
assemblies, shall be diegiplined. '

Article 44,

Theclassis shall authorize at least two of her oldest,

- moEt experisnced and competent ministers to vieit all the
churchesonce a: "year, and to take heed whether the minieters
and the consistories faithfully perform the duties of thsir
office, edhere to sound doctrine, observe in all things the
accepted form of government, end properly promote as much ae
in thei lies, through word end deed, the upbulldlng of the
congregation, in particular of the youth, to the end that -
they may in time fratermally admonieh those who have in anything
been nagligent, and may by their sdvice end aseiBtence help
direct a1l things unto the peace, upbu1ld1ng, and greatest ad-
vantage of ths churchee. And each claeeis may continue these
~visitors in eervice as long as it sees fit, except where the

~ vieitors themesslves aa{to bs released for reasons acceptable
to the claseis, : .

¥ b p—
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" Article 45,

It shall be the duty of the church in which the claesis

 r“and likewise the (Particulary Synod meets to furnish the fol-- DLl

lowing meeting with the minutes of the preceding.
Article 46,

Instructiomeconcerning metters to be considered in greater
assembliee shall not be written until the decisione of the pre-
vious Synode touching theee matters have heen rsad, in order
that what wae once decided be not again propoesed, unless & re-
vision be deamed necessary.

Article 47...

(Zvery year, or.if need be oftener, four or five or more
neighboring claesee shall meet ae a Particular Bynod, to which
each classeis shall delegate. two ministers and two elders. A%

' the close both of the Particular and General Synod some church
. 8hall be ampowered to determine with advice of claaaie the
time and place of the next Svned.)

. d}£i¢1e 48.

{Zach Svnod shall be at-libeity to.solicit:and hold cor--
réespondence with’ite -naighboring 8ymod or Synods, in such a man-
ner as .shall be judged most conducive to gensral edification.}

Article 49.

{Eech Synod ehall appoint delegates to carry out such de-
cicions ae regard the etate or the respective claseass under its
- jurisdiction. Likewise, eoms or-all of theee delegates muet
supervise the examination of all fu*ture minieters. Moreover,’
they shiell be hglpful to the classes in all ather difficultise
that may ariee, ir order thet unity, order, and soundness of
doctrine ghall be msintained and promoted. They shall also keep
a careful record of), and report, all their doings %o the Synod,
and, if required, offer such explanations as msy be ssked. They
ehall also continue in service until the Synod releases them.}

NAfticle 50.

, The Ganaeral Synod shall ordinarily meet once every two

vesrs, unless“nreesinr need demand en earlier eeeeion., Three
"ministare and thrss eldere shall be delegated to the Synod
from each clasesis.
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If it becomes nedeseary in the cpinion of at least three

- claseee to call & meeting of Synod within two years, the local
- church dealgnated for ‘this purpose shall determine time end’
place. - :

Article 51.

The misesionary work of the church emong “%= heathen and
among the Jewe ies regulaeted by means of ite Mlsslon Order.

Article 52

Ineemuch az several languaspges are spoken in ths churchee
the necessary tranelation ghall be made in th2 ecclesiastical
agsemblies, and in the publication of recommendations, .in-' . .-
gtructione, “and-decisione. -

Of Doctrine, Sacraments, end Usages.
Article 53.

The Ministers of the Word of God and the Pr0¢essore of
ers ou h* to be aaded) shall eubscribe to the three Reformed
Standards; nemely, the Belgic Confession of Faith, the Heidel-
berg Catechiem, and the Canons of Dordrecht, 1618—19, and the
Ministers of ths Word, who refuse to do Bo shall de facto be
guepended from their office by the consistory or classie, un-
.~ til thev have given eatiefactory explanation, and if *they ob-
Etinately nersist in refusing, they ghall be deposed from
their office. o

Article S4.

‘Liikewise the elders and deacong shall subecribs to the
aforesaid Standards. :

Article 55,

" Both minietere and elders ehall use every meanr availabls,
namely, teaching, refutation, warning, and admenition, in the
Minietry of the Word, end in Christian teaching and house visi-
tation, to guard ageinst falee teachings and errors that mul-
tlply axceedlngly through herstical wrltlnos.
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Article 56,

The Covenant of God shall be aealed untc the chlldren of

_-Chrlatlana by beptism a® soon ae poesible, and in the congre-
- gzation-at the time:-of public -worehip.

Artiels 57.

The mlnlsters ghall falthfullv urge the Pather to offer
the child for bap+iem.

Article S8.

In-the. ceremony of baptism, :both of:children and.of.adulte,
the minieters-shall uee the respective forms drawn for the ad-
ainistration of this sacrament. . )

Article 59.

Adults are through baptism incorporated.unto and accepted
ae memoers of the Christian church, wherefore they are obliged
aleo to partake of the Lord's Supper, which they chall promise
to do at their baptism.: . : -

. Article 60.

- The names of those baptized, together with those of the
parenis, and likewise the date of birth, shall be recorded.

‘Article 61.

Only thoee £hall be admitted to the Lord'a Supper who have
mﬂde confession of the Raformed rellplon, in accorcance with
the veage 'of the church which they join, and who are known to
be pious in their walk, nor ehall anyone lacking these requi-
81teE be admittsd from other.churches.

Brticls 62,

Zvery church ehall administer the Lord'e Sunper in Euch a
zenner ae it shall judge moet condusive to edification; pro-

 vided, however, that the outwsrd form me presented in God'e
© Word ba not changed end all superetition be avoided, and that

at the conzlusion of the preaching and congrasgational prayser

- the form for the adminietration of the Lord's Susper togethsr

with the prayer composed for this purpose, be read.
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Article 63.

The Lord'e Supper shall be admlnlstered at 1aaet svsry
two or thres wmonthal

Article 64,

The Lord's Supper ehall be administered only at such placee
ae are under supervieion of elders in accordance with the rule
of the churches and only in public congregational worship.

ArtiC].e 65.
Funerasl services shall not be introduced.
Article 66,

In times of war, pestilence, national calamitias, and other
great afflictione, the presesure of which is felx th*ou ghout the
churches, it is £itting that the classie proclaim Daye of Prayer.

Article 67.

The churches shall observe, in addition to the Sunday,
aleo Ghrietmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost,
Day of Prayer, the Nationel Thankegiving Day, snd Old and New
Year'e Day. '

Article 68.

Bvery minister shall on the Lord's Day explain briefly
the sunmery of Christian doctrine comprehended_in the Héidel-
berg Catechism so that ae much as poesible the explanation .
ehall be annuzlly completed in accordance with Lhe divigion
of the Catechiem made for that purpose.

Article 66.

Unly the 150 Psalms of David, the Ten Commandments, the
"Lord's Prayer, ths Twelve Articles of Faith, the Songs of Mary,
Zachariee, and Simeon, the Morning and Zvening Hyane, and the
Hymn of Prayer befors ihe Sermon, shall be sung in the Churchse.

 Article 70.
Since it is proper that mérriage be eolemnized in the’

congregation of Christi, according to ths adopted Form, the
consistories shall take good heed of thie mstier.
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Of Boclesiastical Admonition and Discipline.

Article 71, 3 ”_,,

Just . as Chrl tian dlecinllne ia eplritual end exempte no
-ongfromecivil trial and:punithwert;=nd-wlso-besides civil
punishuent. there is need.of: Christian discipline to reconcile
the offaender with the church and his® nelghbor and to rid the
Church of Christ-of the offense.

Article 72.

In caee-gnyone errs in doctrine or offends in conduct,
as long as tlre sin ie of a private character, not giving pub-
lic offense, ths rule clearly DTBECrlbed by Chriet in Matthew
18 shall be Fpllowed.

Article 73.

Secret sine of which the offender repents, after being
admonished by one psrson in.private or in the presence of two

..-.ar three witneeses, ghalﬁ#nﬁt‘barlai&”before the coneistory.

T . ) ArtiCIG 740

If anyone has committed a pecret offense and hae been ad-
monishsd in love by two or +hree persons, but doee not hseed,
or has committeed a public of”ense +he matter shall be report-
ed to the conaletﬁ'y.;. C RN

Article 75.
The reconcilistion of all such offenses m@s.are of & pub-

lic-character or have become public because the adwonition of
the church wae deepised shall take place (upon sufficient evi-

~dence of repentance} inssuch a manner as the consistory shall

deem conducive to the’edification of each church. If, in a par-
ticular caee, any coneletoary cannot agree ae to whether the
confession ehall be public or not, the advice of two nelghbor_
ing churches or of claseis. shall be sought. -

Article 76.

Such as obstinately rejectFthewadﬁonitioh of the consie-
tory, or have committed a public or otherwiss grose offense,

-8hall be suspended from the Lord's Supper. And if, after Weing

suepenced and repeatedly admonished, they do not 8how any

i
3
1
:
J
i
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marke of repentance, the coneistory shall finally proceed to
the laet remedy, namely, excommunication, agresably to the a-
dopted Form in accordance with the Word of God. No one, how-
.ever, 6hall be excommunicated except with the consent of Clas.
gig. o T R '

Article T7.

After euspension from the Lord's Table, and subeesguent
- admonitions, and before proceeding to excommunication, the ob-
gtinacy of the offender shall be publicly made known to. the
congregation, the offenee explained, together with the care
‘bestowed upon him, in reproof, euspension from the Lord's Sup-
‘per, and repeated admonition, and the congregation shall be
exhorted to zpeak to him and pray for him. There shell be thrse
such admonitions. In ths first .the name of the offender shall
not bz mentionad thet he be somewhat spared., In the second,
with the approval of the cleesis his name shall be exoressed.
In the third the congregation ghall be informed that unlsss
‘he repent he will be excluded from the fellowship of the
church, #o that his excommunicetion, in catge he remains ob-
etinate, may take place with the tacit approbation of the
church. The interval betwesn the admonitions £hell be left to
the discretion of +hs coneistory. '

Article 78.

whenever an excommunicated person deeires to become recon-
ciled to tha church in ihe way of penitence, it shall bs an-
nounced %o the congregetion either before the celebration of
the Lord's Supper, or at some other opportuns time, in order
thet, if no obj=2ctiona are reieed, he may with profeaaion of
his- conversion be publicly reinstated, according +to the Form.

Article 7G.

. I elders and deacone have committed any publiic gross of-
fense, which ie a diegrace to the church, or worthy of punish-
ment by the state, the consistory in coﬁjunction with the neigh-
boring coneisotry ehall immedistely procesd +o thsir trial,

end upon conviction either suspend or expel them from office.

If ¥inietere of the Word have committed like offenee, the pro-
cedure shall be the =ame as in the cape of the elders and dea-
cons, sxceptthat expuleion from office shall be ths prerogative
of the claseis, together with ‘the edvice of the delagatas of
the (Particular) Synod mentioned in Article 11.
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Article 80. o .

The f0110w1ng are to be coneidered a8 the princlpal of-
,fenaea that deserve the punishment of suspension or removal
- from officer heresy, public echism, public. blaaphemy, eimony,
Taithless desertion from office or intrusion upon that of an-
other, perjury, adultery, fornication, theft, acte of violence,
drunkenness, hrawling, filthy lucre,--—in short all such #ine
and gross offensee me render their perpetratore infamous before
the world and which in any Drivate nember would be consldered
worthy of excommunicmtion,

Article 81,

Ministere of the Word, eldere, and deacons, shall, before
partaking of the Lord's Table, exercise Christien censure among
themsalves and in a friendly spirit admonish one another with
regard to the verformance of the duties of their respective
offices.

Article 82,

The consietory shall give to0 thoese that leave the congre-
gatlon a certificate of their confession snd walk, signed by
two members of the consistory, or by one in casge the seal of
the church is affixed.

Article 83,

Such poor as leave for sufficient reseons, the deacons
ghall furnieh with sc much money for travelling as they deen
adequate. The consistory and the deacons shell not be too
ready, however, to relieve their own congregations of the
care of the poor, only to burden other congregations unneces—
sarily. , ‘ ‘ g

Article B4.
: There shall be no lordehip in God'e church, whether of
"one church over ancther church, of ons2 minieter over other

ministers, of one elder or deacon over other elders snd
deacons.

Article B85,

Churches whose wsages differ ffém_our merely in non-
eegentiale shell not be rejected.
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Article B6.

. . The foregoing articlse, touching the lawful regulation
of the church, have been so made and accepted by common consent,
‘with the unerstanding thet they may be and ought to be altered,
" sdded to, or reduced, whenever the good. of ths churches so de—
mands. However, no's‘ingln congregetion, cleseis or (Particular
Synod) shall have the right to do so, but they ehall diligent-
ly observe them until the Ceneral Synod alters theme“

Article 61.

Closing Devotions,

O O o e
 AFTERNO0N SESSION, THURSDAY, JUNE 25. |
Article 62.
Opening Devotions,
Article 63.

Continuation of the Committee of. Pre_adv1ce p rteining
to Shurch Order \Art 60).

The instructione from Ulasees Grand Rapide West and Mus-
Kegon, concerning which the Committee for Revision of the Church
Crder also hae advice to give. See Acts 1912, Art. 62, p. 50.

1. The inetruction from Claeseie Grand Rapids West ie ae
followss "Thers ie something wenting in the Quesiions which
‘are geked with oublic Profesgicnof faith 'in our Church, since
nothing is eeked as we find in Question 81 of the letechism,
with respect toknowledge of Bin and salvation ee neceseary to
spproach the Lord's Table, but only the doctrine of thenkful-
nese, hence Ulsseis provoses that after the vreeent first gques-
tion concerning doctrine, to ask the followings 'Do you con-
fese that you, in accordance with that doctrine, nave learned
to be displeseed with yourself beceuse of your eins end yet
truet +hat theee ere Porgiven for the saske of Chriet, resting
in his promiees, ae being sufficient for your easlvetiont!"

Your Committee mdviees not to consider this metter upon
' the besis of the Revicsion Committ ee, page 5 of the Report,
where it eiatess “Because of the desired inclusion of Grand

. Rapids West ie factuslly slready ccmnrehanded in the first
quastion.

The following esubstitute is adooted:
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"S'mod revokee the conclueion under Point 4, Art. 62, Acts - i
1612, coneidering thet at present it*is not deeirable to make ‘ '
changee in ths Quostiors with respect to Public Profession of - . o o
Faith. The ground for thie revocation ia'givenﬁinwkra;advice.' ' T

2. The.inetruction fram Olassis. Mugkbzorn ie as followe:
"Synod declare whether the certificate of membership of mem-
bers sant to a sister congregation, are members of the church
which'= sent the certificate, or bslong then to the chureh to
which the certificate was séni,:as long as no 1nformau10n has
been received-tha't the certlflcate hee been accepted."

Your Gﬂmmltteq adviees to adopt the advice o2 the Revision

the Ohurch COrder a certlAlcate of, membershiv be given to the:
pereofideparting, -and ‘thitihe" &hall not.be considersd s member
of‘ény other church until he has handed in his certif'icate,
end that hie memb&rship W111 in time lepse if he dows not hand
in hise cartlflcate.“ S "

Adopted
Article 64.

 %The Committee for Pre—advice submite four“instructions o ;
concerning the rsvision of Synodical decisiotis, namaly, two- )
from Claesis Muskegon, one sach from Olaaala Zesland and the
Coneistory of Kenosha, Hlsconaln.‘ ReaE

1 .The first instruction from GlBBSlE Muekegzon, (hgende,

s+ 13), ie as followes "Claeeis requests Synod, in-comnection - : .
-w1th the revision of the Church Crder, p. 9, par. 1, 4o read = -
as follows: 'Since serving a congregation for e short time.
generally is contrery to the best interseet of the church,
consistories are not permitted to call such & minister within
two ‘years without the consent of ths Claseie to whlch the

- minister belonge o & :

Your Gommlttee advigesthat’ Synod do not -éenier
into this matter. Ground: -
I conai&ers sueh»a decieion to be too bindlng on-the ~* - . - 'i
churchee...~ Ch s . . . : ’ '

. "Your Comamittee advies® thet Synod declared Since e short

| * term of service works to the detrimenht of a church, consietories

are advised not to cell ministere who have only been in the :

church they are eerving but a ghort time. " i
IR ' L ~'Adopted. .

2. The BBCOnd 1netruct10n from Clasaisa Muazegon (&ganda,
p. 13}, #=as follows: "Synod delete the last part
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of Art. 35, 3, b, Acts 1906 (without the adice of Classis},"
and adopt 'the followings 'Celling & minigtéritwiceiduring. .-
“the seme vacancy:- shall not take place within a year.'
Groundss Because thereby both ministere and churchee some-
times get 1nto dlfflcultles, and it does not harmonize with
the calling. ST ‘ -

Your Commlttee advlaes Synod not to adont this 1nstruct10n
becauae it is too binding. o :
: Adopted.

‘ 3. The instruction from Glassis Zeeland, {Agends, p. 13},

ie as followes "Since, what we have with reepect to the
eligibility of celling our ministers-._Art. 5, 9---ie not suf.-
ficient apparently, Synod make a further rule ccncerning the time
..that an officiating minister mey be placed on a trio. The

-counselor will seeto it that thie ‘rule is adhered to. In ex-
ceptional caees Classis shall make ite judgment.

Your Commitiee advises not to adeopt this, since s previcue
decision is sufficisn%t; moreover, one cannot decide each instance
by a Svnodical regulstion, which Classis Zesland iteelf feels
in the laet part .of its inetruction, namely, *In exceptional
cases Claseis shall make e judgment."

‘ Adopted.

4, The inetruction-from the conslstory of Kenoaha Wiecon-
gin, Agenda, n. 13}, is ae-followss- Synod delete-tHe- exnreasion

‘'comparatively short time', in Art. 5, 9, in our Church Order
and irintead stats a definite time, considering: :
‘1) The expression “compara+ive1y short time" can appar—

entiy-be understood veriocus waye;

2} To be prevented ae much ae poesible that the given
expreesion give an occasion with the case of calling a minie-
ter of the Word for one consistory to do what annther in our
church periodical condemne.”

Your Committee advises not to adopt thie instruction,
gince such =a Synodical-rule do2e not exist, and your Conasittes
in ite action of the first inetruction of Claesie Muskegon °
(aee above 1}, hae made a proposal which DrDV1de° for this need.
S o : : : ' Adonted

1FufthérmorevthEre‘iE=.
5. An 1natruction from Glassle Grand ?aplda Jeat ﬁvenda

p. 13}, as followes “COHE“GBFIHU our Church Order savs nothlng
concerning *aalﬂnatlon : ' ’
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of memberehip by members who are under ecclesimstical dealinge
Synod decide concerning this resignetion to make a generally .
prevailing rule, in order thet in this matter there be more
uniformity, and so coneistoriee may kmow how they are deal in
such cages,

Your Committee adviees Synod not to adopt this inetructions

Grounds: a) atnormal casee are not to be regulated by Synod in
tha abstract; b} concrete cases follow the procedure of Consise-
tory, 0185519, Synod.

adopted.

6..An inetruction from Clessis Muskegon, Agenda, p. 14),
a8 followss "IPf in the report mentioned on p. 10, Art. 7, 2
revieion of the Church Order should be a continuing matter,
would it not then bz neceeeary to make work of :|."E

L

Your Committes sdvises Synod to declare that it lies in
the way of esch Claesie to judge for itself if more work has
to be mads of it.

Adopted.

~ 7. An instruction from Classis Muskegon, (Azenda, p. 143,
as followe: "Classie aeie ‘SBvnod in connection with the Hayision
of the Church Order, p. 10, Art. 7, 1, where we reads 'The -
churches take three collectione, etc.'Since the Domestic Mis—
8ions are now aleo Ulaseical, shall Synod still decide how
often collectione ehall be teken in one's own resort?™

Your Committee advises Smod to declare that this rule is
necessary with an eye to the cooperation with reepect to the
Genéral Fund for Domestic Mieeione.

' Adopted.

8. &n Inetruction from Clsesis Sio'x UYentsr, Agenda, p.
14, as followes "Synod decide so to conetrue Art. 27, 1, Draft
of the Church Order, that, with the reference to the Synodical
declaration concerning e specific case, thie stipulation be
msde general.®

Your Committee coneidere it to be superflucus +that Synod
make a separate decieion concerning thie, eince in the declare-
tion of the Synod of 1912, we find everything we need, bscauee
here the principle is given in connecticn with & concrete case,

' '  Adopted.

e e
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@. Inetructions concernlng the transletion of the Ghurch
Order in Englieh and German.‘

a) Inetruction from Claseis Sackeneack, {Agende, p. 167,
ge foliows: "That the Synod provide for the printing of the
Church Manual of the Chrietian Reformed Church in the English
lengvage, :in order that thoee who cannot reaé the Holland lan-
guage, mey be enasbled 1ntelllgent1y to abide by ths rules of
the Church.® )

b) Inetruciion from Claesie Ostfriesland, (Agenda, p. 17),
as follows: "Synod provide for the new edition of the Church
Order to be printed in the German languesge."

Concerning thsse instructions your Committee advises the
followings In the svent the Church Order at this Synod is ap-
proved, Synod eppoint committees to meke an Englieh and a Ger-
man tr anBlaulon, and report to the next Synod for approval.
(See Art. 75 for committees.) Adopted.

10. Goncerning the propoeed Form for the Zrasure of Dis-
obedient Bantlzed Members, (Agenda, p. 3513, the following is
dacided: "Synod having taﬂnn note of the labor of the Commit-
tee 8d hoc, and appreciating this work, decides te =ppoint a
Committee to give further consideretion to the whole question
of baptized members, in order to file a report with the next
Synod. This committee take into consideration the report of
the above-mentioned committee with respect tc the Form for
Zresure, and corrzepond with the Gereformeerde erxen in the
Wetherlanda -coneerning thie ma*ter.' (Art. 75.)

Article 65.

7 I% ie reported by Rev. H. Keegstra that there ies already
~ by personal initiative work being made of publishing a Church

Manual. He ssks if the person concerned msy have accese to the
Synodical Archive, K

Decided to grant the request. (Cf. Art. 15.)
Article 66.

Decicded to have &n evening eession beginning at 7:30 o'clock.
Closing Devotions.
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ZVINING SESSION, THURSDAY, JWNE 25.
S UArticle 67,

Opening Devotions. e
-Article 68.
The Report of the Committee of Fre-advice pertaining to
Appeals is read by Rev. G. Westenberg.

Honorable Brotheres

o .

Your Committee hae the honor and the-eetiefaction to pre-

- 8ent the following point -on the Agenda to-Syheds-

. I. The appeal of Alpine Ave. against the decisione of Clas-
eis Grand Rapids West. This Classis maintained the official
standnoint of our Ofurcsh with respect to to the only ground for
divore®) and from thia*proceeded 8 limitation of mumberﬁhlp in
the Ghur"h for such persons.

; II. The &ppeal of Revy M. Borduin againet adoption of the
onclu310nﬂ of-"Utrecht by uu* Synod at Muexegon in-1G08.

III. The apneal o*ﬁRev. J thder Herp*agalnst a portlon of
the Thankegivimg“Form after uHB admlnzstratlon o* baptiem for
infants.

I. The first ie an elaborete communication from the Con-
sistory of Alpine Ave. The Coneistory seee objection to the ap-
vlicatiom of our Church rules, wherein our Synode declared that
accordimy to the Word of God there is only one ground for di-

. vorce (See Acts 1890; Art. 65; 1896, Art.-62, 3, b; 1868, Art.

84, 2, a and b; 1906, Art. 23, and Supplement 10.).Bv oureuing
the conseguences of the decision concerning memberehip :of such
unlawfully separsted psrsons;-having’obtained grace, to .ol Lo oL

its ultlmate conclualnn is: part1cu1&r;y oppreaelve to the Gonsietory.

" The occgslon for "this apnarently wae the case of"Mr, Z, F.
The Comsietory, however, not only wante a- declaration concern-

ing this concrete caes, but also regussts that there be a re-

vision of our-ecclesiaetical standooint in guch a way, that

-euch éivoreed nereone after grace has been received, mleo by -~

the maintenance bj the State of a second marrlaga,y that they. again

-ean honorably be restored in.the Church.

Clessie Grand Rapids West has refused
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to give adhesion to the polnt of view of Alpine Ave., “but ¢ -
V*naturallbﬁeciced to Stch Hlth the concrete CBE8.

 The crounds for- Jhe‘d90181on of Oleseis were brlefly.
a) becauese Mr, X, F., in his unconverted state well knew that
he was einning; b} Because Mr, F, fdid notoppos®.the actio n of his
wife in sseking & divorce and later obtaining it upon the
grounds ‘of cruelty and non-support; ¢} because Mr. E. F.
took another wife while hielawful {that is firet) wife was
etill living, and who was not to be accused of fornication; -
d} because the wife still lives, although now aleo is bound
by the State with another man. -

The view of the Sonsistory however comes down to this,
- endthat ie'the request whlch it w1shes Synod to declare:
1. ALt though -the Ghurch awsannrov=s all marriages that are
in conflict with the Holy Scripture, ‘it nevertheless hae to - =
reeign itself to ths fact that divorce and re-merriage take
plece by the State.

2. When such persone after they come to rspentance and
confession of guilt, the Church must also recognize the eanc-
tion of the State se a fact, end muet admit such repentant sin-
ners’ into the instituted Church of Chriet, while the living
together of- the partiee:whs: have .come together in.a sinful
manner shall.continue to -exist.

Your Committee 'is of the opinion that the view of the
Coneisvory cannot be confirmed bty the Word of God., Not all
repentant sinnershave to be received into the church tezcause

£ their repéntence. No unecriptural divorce and sinful co- .
habitation may se a bare fact be receivsd and continued in;
_the bosom of the Church. For such a contention there ie not
a. ground to be found in the Scripuure. ‘The: Canalstory 1tself

~does not poiht to one gruund

GonSidering then, that ths Goneietory‘of hlpiné Ave, . de-
girep from Svnod a dscleration in the asbetract, wherety this
concrete caee can be included; . .

- . Coneidering, that thie concrete case does not eseentially
but only greduelly differe from eo many similar cssee, that the
Coneistery aporarently knows well enough how.tovact .in.this -
instance eafter the Synod has declared iteelf in. the abestract;

Coneidering, that thie. question ‘in brief comés down tol.thie
that Synod affirme end continues the etandpoint of our Caurch

b v
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or now cpange its standpoint with respect to the grounds for

.divorce.

And finali§, cdnélae}iﬁg‘that'the'conaietéry of Alﬁine‘aﬁe.'

.- wants that the act of the State,-éfter the act, be:declared

as having become a legal fact for the Church, ard thue that
act in the future, merely because of the fact per ese, must be
acknowladged by the Church as legal and be received in her

bosonm.

dence your Committee advises that Synod abide by the ex—
ieting rule of ocur Ghurch;upon the following groundes

1) The Bible clearly points out that the husband remaine

united with hie lewful wife as 1ong ag Bhe lives, except for
‘the one ground for divorcs. This "as long 88 ehe livee

* permits

no exception when the State enact and continues a gzinful fact.

The declaration of God's Word ie unconditional.in this, except

for that one conscious ground. With reepect tc t¥ie case in Yrend
Rapids the woman wee-not merried until the man *hrough the
State wae again united with another woman.

2) Twe second ground is because the State also is -8 ser.
vent of God s well ee the Church, and thus no other rulg ofijustice
and judgment may be applied than the principles of divine jue-

‘tice. Thie divine juetice the Church possesses in the Scripture.

The State may no do anything that ia in conflict therewith.
Neither ignorantly or uniknowingly. If the Btate does eo any-
way, then the Church mey not, having been endowed with more
insighs, acknogledgé or continue se lawful such an act, nor
receive guch in her bosom.

3) The third ground ise. btecause the example which the
Consistory presente of & murderer, is not an ideniticael com—-
parieon. The murderer condemned to death, who, before the
execuilon of the sentence repente and comes to confeealon,
and thue celebrates the Holy Supner with the congregation,
is:no  longer a murderer. before: :God and the Church, although
the guilt of his deed rests upon him until the sentence is com-

"pleted. With his conversion his life of murder wae brokan. up,
‘80 thet the Church could receive him into ite bogom without

gqualms. The Church, however, may not hinder the State, when

‘the State as thse eervant of God at the apnointed time executes

the legsl and divine sentence with respect to his amct. Much
lees mmy the State hinder the Church, when she in the present

‘cage anpliee divine 1ust1ce in her ephere, whan the State gets
hlm -ree. oo
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Finelly, the entire conclueion, briefly summarized, it
comee down to thie, that Svnod naturaslly sckmowledgee that God will
forgive: the reoentant einner all his eins. Aleo this ein, If -
then his Elnﬁul life can be terminated, then the Church must
apain receive him. If thie cannot be done, ae appeare to be the
caee here, then the Church may not Dermlt a marriage eituetion
to continue that on Biblieal ground: b&fore-God .is condemmed. The
Church may not do thie because also in thie cas=e she must in ‘the
final snalyeie listen to her King, Jesue Jhriet. : '

Concerning thie Synod decides the followings. -

Considering (Art. 51, these dcte) thet & committee has al-
ready besn eppointed to inveetigate thie metter further, in or-
.@er to report to the next Synod, Synod will no* further consider
thie matter. Meanwhile the Gommittee of Pre-wdvice places its-
nroposal in the hende of this committee.® (See Art. 75 for com-
mittee members.} ' o

IT1. The second appesl is from Rev. M. Borduin. Thie brother
hes scruplee against the ratification by our Church of the Con-
cluslone of Utrecht at Muskegon at the Synod of 1908 with resvsct

o "docirinal diffsrences®.

The brothsar reuueate Synod that it withdraw the step taken
in 1908. He belisves that in the Conclueions.of Utreacht .-
adopted by our Synod in 1908, the eupralapearian dgctrine of
~ealvation has been taken under protection overagainst the Con-

feesione of our Church.

Rev. Borduin hae written & very extensive appeel of 73
pegee cloegely written.

A% the reguest of your Committee Rev. Borduin personally
appeared 8t its meeting in order to enlighten the Committee
Wwith respect to hie appesl, e

Hie principle objection comes down to this, that according

to his view, thsre is teught in the Conclueions that juetifica-
‘tion consiste. exelusively herein that-the régeneratad sinner

is conscious of an eternal Justlflcatlon before God. He on his

part is convinced that 1ustufucst*on is hat bv feiith we must

accept the promiee of the goepel.®

' The tenete in sach Conclueion of Utrecht.are cloeely ro-
‘lated, according 4o ths brother, with the sbove mentioned peoint
of Juetification. He would aleo very much like to szee that our
Church would forget about all these Conclusions. Yet the brother
woulc be eatisfied, if this Svnod
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Just decldree that justlflcatlon by faith, .nat ‘in. becomlng cOon-
scious of juet1f1cat10n from eternity; but rather “that the pro—
mlae of the Goapsl muet be grasped by faith." e e

after the Committee had received the added 1nform=t10n
from Rev. Borduin in’connection with hie written appeal, end
.your Committee amsked the brother various queetione,. it hee con-
eidered this matter from every angle and the GEleerated on the
EBME. :

Your Committee advieee SBynod that Synod does not grant the
requ°su of Rev. Borduin. On the following grounde:

1. Becauee the definition which Rev, Borduin gives with re-
epact to juetificetion by faith ie not true eccording to the '
Bupralapsarians p:eeentatlon of thig doectrine;

2, Eecauee the Conclu91one Of'Utrecht exXpreee themselves
more carsfully then what the brother reeda'from them;

;nwéﬁéﬂecauss Rav. Borduin in his writing givee no better
formulation to harmonize and satiefy the doctrinel differences;

4, Beceuee this requeet hse not been eupvorted by & single
coneietory or claesis;

5. Becauee the brother in hie apnemsl dos® not present any-
thing new concerning. the actual gquestion;

6. Because, finally, +the Conclusione of Utrecht and the
ratification of the Utrecht Conclueions at Muekegon have
" worked nmightily for a cloger union of the brethiren in eccle-
Elaetlcal life. Thie alao deanite differing vigie.
: Adopted.

- III. The third apéeal is from Rev. J. Vander Merp, who
feel burdened becauss of the decision of Claesis Pella.

e Jlﬁaﬂléﬂaéclared et its meeting in March, 1614, "that
“the conszistory of Luctor ie not %o have aeny adminlsuratlon of
~ Haly Beptiem wlthout the uge of the Furqaip its ¢ otallty.

" Rev. Vander Werp to tbé'contrary claims that it -ie impoe-
8ible for him to prey the entire prayer of thankegiving after
infent bapiism ae found in the Form. In the 30 years of hie
mlnlﬁtrv he has naver used it unchangad. Never has a consiestory
or any claesie made it difficult for him up to this time.
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The expression which the brother cannot taks unchengsé i
*We thank and praise Thee that Thou hast forgiven us and our
_children all out eins, through the blood of Thy beléoved Son
Jesus Christ, and rec“lved us through Thy Holy Spirit as mem-
ber o Thine only bsgotten Son, and so edopted us to be Tay
chlldren, and sealsd and conflrned thn same unto ue by’ holy
baptlﬂm.

In order to give Synod a clear survey of thie case, your
Comnittee finde jteelf neceszitated to come to ite conclusions
in the following menner.

A, THE HISTORY OF THIS UESTICH.

1. From ths elu01dat10n bv Rev. Vander Werp it appears that
a member of Luctor congregetion has a etrong drive with " “presup-
posed regensration® with reapect to baptism. He mainteine when
five children are baptized on a Bunday that actually all five of
‘Ahem ere regenerated. Further, that poseibly later three could
fall awey and be loet, but that neverthelase at their baptism
they were born again. This men ceme with-2 complaint to the con-
eletory concerning Rev. |'('fmdc-r Werp concerning the changing of
the prayer of thankag1v1ng. The consietory decided that he would
have to. bear with the minister in thla mtter. 2

2, From the minutes of Classie Felle ie apbnears that brother
J. Hoogen appeared with an apreel against the coneietory of Luctor,
because it had dscided to bear with the minieter in the change of
the prayer of thankegiving. ‘ ' -

Cleesie expreseed ite dieapproval concerning the concese-
eion the coneistory made upon the ground of Art. 58 of the Church
Order. The Classis further demsnded a further explanatlon from
Rev. Vander Werp. This he did,

" 5. From the above mentioned elucidation of Rev. Vender Werp
it appeared further that his conviciion ie thiss *In the prayer
of t‘anke¢1v1ng thanke is given that the children of ths congrea-
gation alreadv a8t the time of their baptism are born again and
Vjustlfled. The brother apparently understands the general “child-
ren of ths ccngregation" ueed by him in & pereonal eense. He then
means to eay, that at thie time thaenks ie offered for thoee speci-
Tic children one by one who have juat been ‘baptized ae having -been
1nd1v1dually born again and justified. :

Unen thie misunderstanding it appeafa that the entire appeal
reste. ‘ ' : ’ '

4., In the "further exovlanation® of Rev. Vander Werp as de-
manded ‘by the Claseis,. the _brother gaid thet he had:.put hie sig-
neture to the uonfeaelon and
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- in doctrine and p}éctice‘never departed therefrom; but -that he

'trratand how any consistory or claseie or Swmod could ever bind

. following appears, ae.well ae an elaborate writing of Rev, Van

‘rect undsratanding of it.

‘of thankegiving from the form after infent beptism ae long as he

- what Pglla requires of hlm.

hes never eigned the form-prayers. Nor does the brother under-

his conaclence, es Classis Pells now wante to do. -

Furthermore Rev. Vbnder Werp hee _so underatood the book
of Dr. Wielenga aa though it is there cleimed that in the prayer
of thenkegiving that indeed thanks is given for the personel and

. individual applicetion of regeneration and justification for
- every bentized child. According to.the opinion of your Commit-

tee, however, Dr. Wielenga rightly defines the matter se per-
teining to ths congregetion es whole in its unlty, end thus ae

-tha~ravelat10n of the body of Christ

5. From the«further minutes of Claseis, March 1914, the

der Warp sent to the Clsesis end now for us, consieting of 80
pages in quarto format and cloeely written.

The Clessis app01nted a committes. to-lnveatigate. On the
secgnd day of Claesis it ceme with a..Feporti.Aceording to the
report.Olaesis endeavored to convirnce Rev, Vender Werp of the -
correct meaning of the prayer for thanksgiving end his incor-

Rev. Vander Herp promiced that after mature consideration : C
he would inform the Stated Glerx, and left Claseis,

. Theraupcn Cleesis declared what hae been stated above,
namely, that the consistory of Luctor permit no admlnlstratlon
the Eacrament of baptiem without uBlng the form in ite

tOtﬂll uV- : -

By~ THE BRIEF CQONTZENT OF THEﬁﬁPPEAL;

1. Rev.. Vander Werp cannot posalbly use the complets prayer -
does not get-a change of mind in the understanding thereof.

2. His conviction ie that therein thanks ie uttered *that
the childrsn of the congregation already by their bepiism are
regenerated and justified,

5. He is of the opinion that Classie Pells calle this the . - L

dsctrlne o2 the Church, and thet therefore Classis forbade him Co

to bantlze unlese the complete form were used

-4, He ecan ’ind no rule of the Church which uemanda of him

5. He beliavee that such a rule should be revlsed if there

-actually is such s decialon.,
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€. He Xkindly and urgently reguests Synod tc daclere what
is the correct meanlng of uhe puroorted expression in the praver
of thaﬂks~1v1ng.‘ : : -

7. He further klndly and urgently requnsts that Synod de-
mande of no one to use the prayer of thanksgiving literally.

8, Finally, he believes that Synod will meke it imvoesible
for him to function in his office, if Synod sanction the de-
¢laration. of Claseie Pella againet the conseistory of Luctor.

'C. THE DiCLARATION Gr THE CHURCH IN THIS MATTER.

1. Art. 58 of the Church Order declaree thet the Forms
ehell be used, al*hough it does not specifically mention the
prayere,

2. The Synod of Wezel, 1568 declareds "Baptiem shall be ad-
minietered with the customery form, which has :been prescribed
in the ecclesiastical ordinancss.™

3. At Dordt 'in 1574 (Art. €7}.%it is decided that the prayer
of thanksgiving which follows baptism, shall take the place of
the general prayer.

4, Dordt in 1578 (Art 10), saye further: "It ie more ad-
vieable and more certain that all ministers follow the form than
to allow freedom for each one.*

S Mlddelburg 1n 1581, (Art. 41}, it wes decideds "The
‘minietars with rnspect to baptiem shall use the form." And at
the Hague in 1586, (Art. 52), Synod literally cited the above
mentioned article of Middelburg.

_ ‘6. In the Articles of Dordt (L618-19, Art. 48), we finds
~ "With beptiem the ministers shall...use...the forms.*

L, THE ADVIGE'OF THE COMMITTEE,

l. Synod approve the action of C185918 Pella, where Clee-
eie in its anewer to the CUoneisotry of Luctor stateds “that the
Joneistory of Luctor should permit no one to adminieter the
eacrament of baptism without using the Form in ite totality."

Groundes ‘ :

a) Since Luctor 8 consistory asked for an anewer with
reepect to the edminietretion of baptism in our churches;

b} Since Rev. Vander Werp, Ly noi mppearing et Cleesis
again, #o that it was impossitle for C19531a to élecuss thla
matter further with hlm. I
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2. Bynod ie further convinced that it cannot change thie
vigoroue and fitting expreseion of our fathers in thie Form,

N becauee the eound covenant doctrine ie also found in this een-

tence of the prayer of thenksgiving which ie so resolutely
confesssd.

3. Pinally, Synod declares

&) The Rav. Vander Werp is called upon to .abide by this
explanation;

b) That Synod sincerely hopes that Rev. Vander Werp no
longer opposes thie ecclesismetical etandpoint, while
only thoese, who agree with thie standpoint of the
Church can be admitied to the ministry of the Word
and the sacramente.

Adopted.

Article 69.

Synod having taken note.thet & protest was received against
8 brother Minieter of the Word resorting in Cleseis Illinoie, and
having heard -that the said Classie has not completed its work in
thie matter, declaree that the protest is not receivable.

Article 70. -

The clerk reads a telegram from Dr. 8. Volbeda informing
Synod that he accepted hie appointment. (Art. 46.) With joy thie
was raceived as information. (Later a letter wee received from Dr.
R, Janssen with the joyful news stating hie acceptance of the
eppoiniment.) Art. 33,

'Article 71..

It is decided that, if Prof G. D. De Jong receives no call
by September 1, 1914, he shall recsive a salary which he received
when he accepted the appointment to the Theologicel School.

Article 72,
T A letter‘waé;redeived Prom  Slaseie Zéeland reguesting'synod

to concur in. the emeritation of Rev. W. Kole. Svnod so decide=.
(8ee aleo Art., 17, 1.} ’
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Article 753.

' I+ ie decided that the next Synod ie to meet in Grand Rapide.
The coneistory of the Firet Church (Bates Street), 'ie Bppolnted
a8 convener.

Article 74.

Dac1ded to express the h vty thanks tp the churchee in Rose-
lend by the minifters:in -loco. far the hogpitelity ehown the dele-
gates curing the session of Synod. Likewise Synod sxpresses its

. gratitude for the beautiful automobile tour on the previous Yed-
nesday provided through the frlend11HEEE of the churches in the
neighborhood. :

Article 75.
The Committee for Appointmente, (Art, §, 3}, has its report
read by Rev. J. Bruinooge. The following krethren were appointed

by Synod to their respectivé functicns:

1. The Svnodical Committee - Reve J. Groen, J. Timmermanm,
J. Keizer,

2. Stated Clerk - Dr. H. Beete.
3. Synodicel Tremsurer - Rev. J. Noordewier,

4. Church Holp Committee - Revs. J. Manni, R, Bolt, H. J.
Heynen; Alternete - Reve. W. Borgman, D. De Boer, G. Vriesman.

5. Emeritue Board -~ Rev J. Smitter, Zlder D W. Jellema,
Rev. M. Van Vessen,

6. Reproeantative for the Natlonal uhrlatlan association -
Rev. W. Stuart.

7. Committee for the General Fund for Domestic Miseions —
Reve. W. P. Van Wyk, I. Van Dellen, K. Poppen; Alternstes — Reve.
¥. Stuart, H. Ahuie, H. Tule.

8. Jowish Miesion Comnittee,_(Art. 24} - Rev., J. J., Hiemenga,
Zlder L. Bewkes, Rev. J. I. Flee, Zlder J. Mester, Rev. H. J. Kuiper.

9. Publication Committes, (Art. 25, 3} - Rev. J. Manni, Elder
A.Bosch, Prof. W. Heyns, Zlder J, B. Hulet, Prof. J. G. Vanden
Boach, Deacon H. Denkema, Rev. E, J. Tanis.
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10. Oommittee for the Lebor Movement and UniOnB (Art 17, 4) -
Rev. B. H. Einink, Rev. J. Groen, Elder E. Hekuman, Mr N. Roeema,
mlder P, Prlns, Prof K. Schoollend Elder J. De Boer. :

11. Gommit 6o for Mieslona Leseone mReve. J.,w Brlnk L. 5.
-Hulzenga, P. J -Hoskenga. S o S

12, Deputies For South'lmerlce, (Art. 24) - qevs. J Groen,

- J. Hyngaarde, Jd., Van. Lonlmuyzen. L

. 13, Gommlttee for Bunday School Lesson Serlea & Rev. H. Keeg.
stra, A. 8. De Jong, B. J, Benfink, Prof. B. K. Kuiper, Rev. H.-J,
Kuiper, Rev. K. Kulner.

14, Committes to Prevent Dispersion, (Art. 24) - Rev. H.. J.
.ﬂeynsn, Elder Watee Bierema, Mr. Walter Aardappsl,

'15. Committee to Invest 1gete whether the Work of the Cura-
torium can be Decreased in order thento Decreamee the Number of the
Curstors - Rev. W. P. Ven'Wyk, Rev. F.. Doezéma,. Prof .L. Berkhof,
Prof. W. Rlncx. . .

16.7Gommittee for Women's Suffrags, (Art. 18) ~ Revs. N. Burcu

“graaf, H. Walkotten, R. Diephuiw.

17. Oommittes for Insurance for Church Goods, (Art. 17, 6) -

"Hon, I. Mareilje, Elder D, Van Loo, Hon. G. Ku1per.

18. Commitiee to seek Cooperation with the Federal Gouncil,
(Art. 17, 5} - Rev. R. B. Kuiper, D. Kuizema, Rev. G. Hoeksema.

19. Marriege Mattere,. (Art. 51 ané €8, 1} - Prcf. F. M. Ten
Hoor, Dr. 8. Volbeda, Rev. J. Bruinooge, rrof ¥. Heyme, Dr J.

Ven Lonkhuvzen, dlder E. Sevensma, Rev. H. Danho?f.

20, Committee on Mormonism,“{Art. 17, 8) - Revs. I. Van Del-
len, ¥W. Stuart,. C. De Leeuw. %ﬁw

21. Traneletlon of the Church Order, (Art. 63, 5) - Englishs
Revs., P. A. Hoekatrs, G. -Hoeksema, Prof. J. G. Venuen Bosch;
German: Reve. G. L. Hoefxer H. - Ahula Dr. W. Bode..

22. Erasure of Bap;lzed Members, etc., (Art. 64} - Reve, S. 8.
Vander Heide, I. Ven Dellen, He. Keegetra. : :

Article 76.

The minutes ere read and aporoved,
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Artlcle 77.‘ e t[ﬁ :;';,

Hav1ng come to the end of our Syncdical work, the Presi-

\déﬁt Rev. J. Manni, sddressee the assembly. With thanks %o

Svnod, and above ell with thenke to the Lord, efier the Vice-
Presideni, Rav. W. Stuert, eddresses him with worde of appre-

' cietion for his leadsrship and work which he parformed eo pros.-

perouesly under the blessing of God, the Preeident closee the
meetlng w1th thankBWiv1ng.

Pealm 133351 and 5 are eung.
‘Rev. J. Manni, . Praesident"

Rev. W. SBtuart, Vice-President
Rev. M, Van Veseem, First Clerk

Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg, Second Tlerk

True Sopy:
Henry Bests, 8. C.
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SUPPLE ME NTS ;_ j'

i 44&:-:##:-**#

- SHPPLEMENT I.

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL COMMITTEE. :
The Honorable Synod of 1914s ‘ﬁ

Through ths ‘gootdness of our God the—atream of our eccle-
» simstical life during the Synodical year that has passed

-. flowed in its bed regularly and undisturbed,“eo that your

.. .committee has nothing apeclal to- renort,Afor-which we may -
well be thankful. o ey "

From verious sides many inquiries were made concerning
our eccleaiasstical life and eccleaimmtical history, which
shows that our small.Church~group-ie conetantly becoming
better known in thie large American world. They were all . ...
enewarad, by our Stated Glerk.w,h;

- To all the correapond1ng Churchee in the Unlted States
8 letter was adiressed concerning a National Day of Prayer.
No replies’ were received. :

Wi o,

According to the instruction of Synod brothers were again
appointed to represent our Church at the major amssemblies of
the correenondlnz churchee in this country as followe:

" The Genefal Synod of the  Reformed Uhurchs Rev. J. J.
Hiemenga..

- The General Aseembly of the United Presbyterian Churchs
Rev. G Hestenberg. yﬂu

Synod of the Associate Preebytarlan Churchs Dr. W. Bode,
"-Synod of the-Reformed Presbyterian Churchs Rev. H. J. Kuiper. -

The General Synod of the Ref'ormed Preabyterlan Churchs
Rev. A, Dekker.

.To the Churches in the Netherlandse, South Africa, and
Germany, ae customary invitatione were sent to attend our
Synod. From the Gereformesrde Kerken in the Netherlands.and
the 0ld Reformed Church in Germany, an appricative letter was
received with the informetion that the
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denominatione conceQﬁédJﬁéﬁiﬂﬂﬁE{”EE”Eéﬁding delegates to our
Synod this time be¢ause-of.dirkance-and expense,

Rev. P. J. Hoekenga wes. delegataito the World Conference
of Christian Gltlzenahip,.

The attention of your aBsembly ia called to the fact
that this year there will again.bm a:General Symod of. the:
Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands in Aupuet, and that

+it-ie desirable. that you Bend - brether or. brethren-to repre—
gent. our Ghurch. ; . : . ~ee

- A requeet to jeln:the Preabyterlan H;storlcal Soclety

réquires your action, aes well as a commun;@ﬂtlﬂn»fram the:.
Presbteri&n Church of Naw Z2ealnad.

T A s ae

An attempt was -made - to abtaln for Rev, Ha Bakksr an
.annual paes for Bllis Ieland .as we dld"fn; brother-Boumsa,.
bui we .were. not succeafuLag Cah e S e

PO Ty Ter et B
Herawith you committee places 1ta maﬁuate in your hands.
«Tha term .of theaStated -Glerk alseo explres with this Synod.

Wlth thanks for the confldence placed in ue, - your 1) o
vants and brothers.
I L E e J. Graenw;-t” .
coreeonoc0F o wbe Be Hoeketra.o
J. Timmermann

Heﬁry'Béets, Sfateﬁ dié}k.dw
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SUPPLEMENT II.

¥ REPORT OF THE CURATORIM .OF THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL .. -

_ AND GALVIN COLLEGE TO' THE SYNGD.OF 1914,
‘Esteemed Fathers and Brethrens | ‘

_ The Curatorium haé the honor and the eatisfaction to pre-
"eent, the following report to Symod.

A8 in other yeare this time aleo the Curatorium has-
abundant reasons for joyful gratitude to the Father of lighte
* . from whom thé unmerited-benefite have flowed to us'in rich

measure -during the last two yeare, which have elapeed eince
the laest Synod. Study was apparently earneestly.eet forth by
both profeesore and studente. Some studente felt: it necessary
to leave, pince- théy feared they would not be able to maeter
the gomnl set before them. Where neceseary discipline was exer-—

- ~eized., Two-students -were expelled-because of bad conduct. . ..

One, who made confession before the Faculty and .the Curatorium,
wak re-inetated. According to the number of studantg, our school
* is. gradually expanding.-In the past year instructitm wae given
t0.286 studente in the:Séiinary, 51 in the College, and 175 in
the Prep., Schéol, making & total of 254 studente. In 1913 five
‘Btudente were admitted to the Seminary, and five were declared
eiligible for a call.  Of those five one went to Princeton to

- = continue his studies. In 1914 ieén studente were admitted to

the Seminary, and thirteen were declared eligible for a call,
8ix of whom ennounced that they contemplated going to Princeton.

1. The Faculty.
AN T
. At the last Synod Mr. J. Nieuwdorp was appointed ae in-
etructor in the Inorganic Sciences. We can state that Mr. =
Nieuwdorp accepted slrie appointment. Fuither Prof. A. E. Broene
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who hed received a yeaf‘é 1éévé-6f sbeencse had as substitute
Dr.,Q}EPfHVriea, appplnted Aag Actinz Profaasor forla year.
The, Faculty of eur echool. in the Seminary aere Profee—
sors G. K. Hemkes, emerifus; F. M. Ten Hoor, W. Heyne, L.
berkhof, B.D., and G. D. #e Jong. In the therary Department
A, J. Rnokn A. M., K. Schoollsnd, J. G. Verden Boech, A M.,
e B.. gbiglé),ﬁ_ ry _,u» A. E. Hqu{erﬂxe\ A.B., ¥. Rinck, A.¥., J.
) Broens, A“ﬁ.,:? Van' “azé ms ) A .;dgn JJ ‘Nieﬁwdofb, ? B.

N

o 2. The Gurticulum.!

o fGoncernlng the currlculum there ia llttle to rap0rt
_Jﬁlgc?cgghietguga chanﬁea Havé baen nadé., WE can only state
that our. xnsiltutlon aé boen authbrlzed ‘to grdnt tHE AVE.

_  degree, and that eome atucenia have obtained thls degree.

re

C i tog e vaijooka p+-the Tre ?P(‘MJ Mr. S.,S Postma, were found
~in. good order. ﬁ%e status Effih?u arloub ?ﬁn3ﬁ ar% aa fbllowss

ﬁg.ﬂTge Tneol§gigal Sbha?;‘

Balance, 1911-1512° %

oison.  Recedpts L |
' _‘Dlebureemenia ﬂ'” TR e e me T
Balance Yay 51 1914 % 2,§ﬂ§“7g o
“b. ‘Library g ‘
Balence, May 31, 1912 3$5,E00. 00
.. Receinte . . . 21h 00 _\'36 074 00

) Dlahursemsntasf"fu“'; TR T g6

Balance ; ST T ”"__{fﬁ?,éjﬁ ?é'““

o Defi&it 7ads “up by the Theol.
School _ 14476
Total $5,800.00

¢. Calvin College

Balance, May 31, 1914 $34,221.13
Receipta 227.57

Total - $54.448.50
Outstanding 32,250.00

Balance, May 51, 1914 $ 2,198.50
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‘d.

C Bdlanca May 31, 1612
'From 3, R. Ghurches and Interest

b_ﬁo

Building Fund

Total

» Theclogical School

Balance $ 2,343.72
Receipte . 29,605.24
Disbureements

Balence, May 31, 1914

Library
Balance R 55,800 00
" Receipts 236.63
Digbureements '
’ ‘ Total
Deficit made up by the Thecl. School
" Total
Calvin College
Balance . ' 354 448 50
Receipte ORI 2,041 11
Outetanding co
Balance
Building Fund
ﬁélance
Receipts ‘
' Total

4, Educational Secretary

Ae Synod is.aware, the Curatorium was flnally succeas-
-ful in engaging an.Educetional. Secretary. Rev. J. Vander Mey
accepted the appointiment, and hae for some time already been
 applying himeelf zealously.” Gifteand promiees received so far
amount to 312,000.00. Further, the brother hes two lisets. On
the first liet there sre 50 names seeking $§500. OO from each,

which would make a total of 325,000.00. The

- 9,412.73
224,42

- $31,948.96

26,520.45
$ 5,428.51

- %6,036.63
272.10
35,754 23

__35.47
$5,800.00

$39,489.61

31,637.15
2.068. 45
$3,705.60
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second list has 100 namese, seeking 3250. OO from each, which
ouId also amount to $25,000.00.

Voluntarily the zealous Sacratary pledgad hlmaelf with
the help of God, to complete thie goal in 18 monthe, The
Curatorium most heartily hopes he will be succesaful.

5. For Synod

Synod ie requeated to coneider the folloﬁiﬁg,matterns

a. The Guratofium resindas. Synod that the aixayaa; appointg
ment of Prof. G, D. De Jong has expired.‘

b, Synod re-appoint Professors B. K. Kuiper, A. E. Broene,
and Wm. Rinck. Synod to determine the length of time. Synod .
grant: to Prof. A, E. Broens, at his request, anoiher yoar
leave "of sbsence. o —

¢. Synod re-asppoint Mr. J, Nieuwdorp as profegsor for one

. yaar for a smlary of %1,000.00.

d. Synod appoint a professor for the Dutch’ languaoe. As—
suming that Synod will request advice from the Guratorium, it
takes the liberty to present two psrsoms that might be con-
eidereds Mr. H, J., G. Van Andel, A.B., and Mr. W. Van Melle.

, 'e..Synbd appoint an aseietant professor, who, for the
time being, teke the place of Broene to teach French and Ger-
man For one year. Two persons that might be conszidered are
Mr. Peter Hoeketra, A.M., and Mr. #arten Ten Hoor, A.B.

f. Synod appoint e fifth profeseor for O0ld Testament
Exegesis (and related courses}.

Groundss

1. The development of the Zxegetical group of the
. Theologicael courses in the last half century hee been of such
_ 8 nature that in well. organized seminariss the 0ld end New
- Testament courses are divided betwsen two professors. Here-
- with we are not thnking of the larger seminariee, where one
naturelly has to provide for a greater working force. Now it
is surely of the
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greateet importance that the Ghurch keep ita Bemlnary in tune

'3wa1th tha tlmea T

2 of fﬁc twenty_four courses whlch are taught 1n our
Theological School, eleven are .in Exegesis, three in History,
five in Syetematics, and five in Practical Theology.

3. More than one third of all-the lessons piven in the
theological courees belong to the.exagetical field. In their
theological courses the students reveive fifty-fours in les-
Bone, to which three houre in Hebrew must be added, which are
taught in the laet year in the Literary Department. Of the
fif'ty-seven hours, twenty-two are giien in exegetical courses,

" ‘4, Thecontinual growth of our Oollege, and the greater
‘scholastic development:of the students, who are- admitted to
the SBeminary, requires that the demsnds of thaalbglcal in.
‘atruction continually become greater, -

' The Curatorium- calla ‘to the attentlon of Synod the fol-
lowing three-pereon, who .2zhould be considered for this chairs
Dr. W. Bode, Dr. R. Jangsen, and Dr. 8. Volbeda. e

g. Since the appointments of the professora takeeg place

by 8ynod, which does not meet before June, which creates dif.

ficulties for the school and the persons concerned, the Cura-

torium expreeses the desirability that the appointment or re-
appointment of the Preparatory School-and the College brofeesors be the
“reenoneibility of the Curatorium. At the customary meeting

in June the Curatorium decide._yhetheror not it is desirable
- for the Curatorium to hold a epecial mesting in Februasry, so
that by the .firet of March provieions can bé made for eventual
vacancies, °

h. Sinée complaints are incressing with reepect to a
Bhortage of boarding houses .for students, the Juratorium ad-
vizes that Synod decide to build a dormitory on the new
campus,

i Conaidaring that. in the present_building there ie not
enough room for the various claeses, Synod decide to build =
guitable building for instruction on the new campus.
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Yo Synod do no coneider the request by a few Classes to
reduce the number of Curators by half.

Groundas

1. The many activities that have to be péfformed in a
comparatively ehort period of time.

2. The great responeibilty which reste upon the Cura-
torium. | '

: ‘ 5. With the reduction of the Curators there would not
~be e sufficient number that live in the Center to choose for
performing committees. :

. k. The Curatorium recommends that Mrs. G. &. Boer re-

caive 3400.00 from the Fund of the Theclogical School.

In the Name of the Curatorium,H

F. Doezema, mecretary.
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' BUPPLEMENT 11I,

. REPQRT OF THE SYNODIGAL COMMITTER OF THE -
GENERAL FUND FOR DOMESTIG HISSIONS.

Honerable and . nateamed Brethren:

Your Committee for- the responeihility of- the General Fund
for Domestic Missions hae the honor and the sgtisfaction to
‘report tha fnlIOW1ngs SRS : S

M General Information.

.Becauge of ths irip of Rev. Van Lellen to the Nether-
lands in 19124, your committee- in October of that year received
the booke and records of the former committee. Since shortly
after the last Synod Rev. E, J. Krohne moved from the East to
the Oenten, ‘his alternate, Rev. G. Heateﬁberg, from the begin-
ning took the plece-of Rev. Krohne. - ' !

Your committee eccording tg.the best of its ability hae :
- endeavored to execute your Instructioms (Cf. Acte 1910, Art. ' ;
21, and Acte 1912, Art. 28). Through the friendly cooperation |
of the Claaaea‘tiheywuere?tozuxgreat exten&isupnonted.

Art. 21, p. 25} the Classes have initially revealed an earneet
attempt to support themselves, with-as little help as posaible
from the Generel Fund. At the seme time these Classee have
given more liberally to the General:Fund than formerly, so
that, not taking lagaciss into consideration, in the laet two
years 34,000.00 more wae received from the Glaasea than during
the previous two years. :

: " Gven withq@t‘being incorporated by iaw,-your'commit-
tee could have received legacies and inheritances, but in that
casd would have had to pay inheritence tex. By making use of

mauwbers from Michigan ars coneidered by the State to be the _
legel successore, your committee hae been asble to save $400.00, -
which otherwise would have been paid in inheritance tax in the
State of Michigen. The Fund ie free from the inheritence tax,:
ifitie ‘ :
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in the State where the Tpetator hee had hie case adjudlcated

" by the court.

In‘connedtion with the last reports iﬁ.the.committee,

the-General Fund for Domestic Miseion wes enriched $5,%526.41

by moans of a legacy from the estate of the late Toblas Kof-

-fere, Holland, M1ch1gan.

- Because of the wide spread of Domestic- Miesions in the °
emaller (lasses Fella and Pacific, these Glseses have received

the lion's ehare from the General Fund, ag8 ie seen from the

financial report below.

II. Finencial Report.

Classis Urand Rapide East
‘ " Grand Rapide West
* Hudseon
R Hackensack
" Muskegon
" Orange City (New)
" Paolla
" Pacific
‘Y Holland
’ Illinois. -
" Orange City (0ld)
* Sioux Center
" Zegland
Logacisg
Interest -

Total Rece1pte

Clagsié Ostfriesland
Balencé,. June 1, 1912

- Miscelanesous Disbursemente
: Honoratium, Tressurer
Total Disbureements

Deposit in Savings Dep't. ity
‘Bank snd Trust Go.
Daposzt in Savings Dep't Clty
 Bank and Truet Co.
Deposit in Commercial Dep't.
Total Balance

The outetanding Lubbere Fund

Heceipts

§.1,966.50

2,142.51

-957.32 B

78.12
1,486.42
666.36
1,105.61
548,78

1,479.54

1,854.81

. 603.17
1.855.%
1,198.62
6,844.92
246.26
316,696.18

883.28 .

560.90

-,_1,981.56_'»'

3,943 .54
220.50

$23,057.08
$ 1,350.00

rDisburEsmentE

3 575.00
262,50
2,850.00

1, 400.00
515.00

'6,550.00
4,715.00

__133.58
.00

'316,511.08

- 6,146.00
$23,057.08
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IIl. Proponala of the Gommlttee.

The committes proposes . the followlng support to the
‘negdy claasas from the General Fund for Domestic Missiones

Glalala Pella A $4,000.00

4 Pacifie : .. -4,000.00

# Orenge City - 1,200.00

. Muskegon . 1,000.00

N Grend Rapide East = - 500, 00
"' Hudson and Hackensack - 2,000.00

\ Ostfriesland - 400.00

R Ry Hay thetheaalng.of the Lord. richly rest upon the work Tare cels

of Domeatic Hiaaiona

Humﬁiv-aubmitted by vour‘memittoe,

G, Weatenbﬂrg, Prealdant =
W. P. Van Wyk, Secretary
I. Van Dellen, Treasurer -
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SUPPLEMENT IV. S
* REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR
| -HE&THE.‘N MISSIONS.
Estaamgd Bfe#hrent

Your- Board of Hsathen Mieeions of the Chrietian Reformed
Church hae the honor and satisfaction, in accordance with the
Mission Urder adopted at your laet ssmembly, to report. With
thanks end joy it can first of all be said that the Mission
Fiaeld hes not only been "expanded with the addition of Crown
" Point, N. M., and &lso that all the poste are now filled with
workers, but also that the tranaition regulatione can ter-
minate, #ince all the poeste that are occupied have been
transferred. Rev. J, W. -Brink, miseionary from the Hastern
Ave. Church in Srand Rapids, Mich., has supervision over the
mission work at Rehoboth, N. M.; Rev. H. Fryling, now mission.
ary from Claessis Muskegon, ies as Fformerly working at Zuni, N. M.;
Dr. Lee 8, Huizenga; miesionary from the combined churches -un-
der Claseie Holland, ie stationed at Tohatchi, N. M,; Rev. D,
H. Muyskens, missionary for Paterson I, II, IV, and Prospect
Park, resorting under Claesis Hudson, 1s stationad at Orown
Foint, N, M.$ and Kr, William Mierop is missionary-helper
called end gent by the three congregatione of Roseland, Chica-
go, Ill., and is working at Two Gray Hille, N, M, Since this
was written, Rev, D, H. Muyskens accepted an appointment
as Hducational Becretary for the Western Calvin Academy, and
Crown Point is vacant. ' '

& _ Qince sach missionary or helper is requesied to give a
brief report of the work at his post or under his supervision,
it will not be necessary to point to this in our repori,

'and we can confine ourselves more to the work of the Board.
The following brethren were eppointed ap Board members by

the last Synods
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Reva. H..Walkotten, H. M. Vender Ploég, M, Van Vessem, J. Dol-
.. fin, and Dr, H. Beete; Alternates Revs. D. R, Druxkar, E. J.
- Tuuk, R. L. Haan, H. Tule, .and J. J. Hiemenga. R

The firet meeting was held on June 26, 1912. All the dele_

'gAtes were present witk the exception of Rev. H. ¥. Vander
.- Ploeg. The following officers were electeds Rev, H. Halkntten

President; Dr. H. Beets, Vice-President; Rev. M. Van. Vesaem,
Secretary, and Rev. J Dolfin Treasurer,

In consultatlon with Rev. D. H. ‘Muyskens, misﬁlonary of the

- four .Dutch-speaking churchea of Paterson, N. J., it .wes. decie

ded, after having obtained consent from the Paterson churchse,
that the brother serve one year me teacher for the Training
School at Tohatchi, so; that vin the meantime he can exploit
the.field to -determine s Statiom:.for.his. miseionary. labor.
At the rame time it was decided to appoint Mrs. Muyskens as

w1 matron for the Tohatchi School. See Acte 1912 Art. 25, 7,

4, a and be,

hnnv1nced of the necessity, it wae decided to advertise

for a white nurse-inatructress for the Rehoboth Hospital

and an aseistant teacher for the hehohboth Boarding School.
Misg Bertha Simnelink of Cleveland, Ohio, armd Mise Carrie Ten
HoBLeH93 88 a pBASHted. -a2tor e, £av. montha at Rehoboth Miss
Simmelink married Mr. Van Pernis, .and left the mi#sion field.

~ Dr. 0. J. K. Moore was appointed as doctor at Rehoboth Hos-
~pital for & half year. At a later meeting he was re.appointed for
_the year 1912, and at a 2till later meeting until Septembar:

1, 1914, 4nd at the meeting since ‘the last ‘inspection, he has
been appointed for two yeare. These appointments take place
at the request ‘of the General Gonference at Rehoboth

At the meeting of August 13, 1912, Miss A. Vabde Riet
from Rotterdam, Kaneae, wae avpointed ae teacher. for the day-

- echool at Zumi %o replace Mise Nellie De Jong, who, at the
_close of the echool sesson, decided.to attend a Normal School

in Arizonﬂ for further study.-Mr. J. C. Morgan, farmerly teach-

. er at the Totatchi Treining School, was:sappointedias Aesistant

Induetrial Superintendentand Diseciplinarian-at Rehobothi Mips -

~Hattie Beekman of: Alto,myraconain, wae‘appointed-a Metron-at:
the.Buni School.

At the meeting of October 1912, it wae_debided,
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to engage Mr. Van Pernis of Holland, Michigmn, ee helper for
~ Mr. J. Spyker, Industrial Suvperintendent a1 Rehoboth. The
building of a barn.-at Tohatchi was approved, and-“the Treasurer
inetructed to pay for the expenses., A letter was received from
the congregations of Alpine:Avenue and Coldbrook, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, informing us that they are willing to cell a mission-
ary, = and: the eventual anp01ntment to be left to the Board.
- They promise to ppy the salary. After diecussion concerning
thie matter at this and following meetinga, it was decided to
inform these congregationss - '

-a) That the Board in the given circumetances does-not-fael
free to depart from the Miesion Order, eince the Mieeion Crder
-,aenecialkVHatioulatea the support of a Post. But
b) That we recommend to these congregatlone to euonort
~ the Doctor at Rehoboth for his ealary, or -

c) That one.of the congregatione pay the ealary of the
nuree, and the other the Principel at Rehoboth. '

d) If the two congregations cannot support a Post, that
they then,according to the Miseion “Yrder, endeavor to get

other congregatione.to enter thie venture with .them. If
they are not succeszseful in this, that they then accept bj or c)

On December 4, 1912, enother meeting was held, end now
the Mission Post at Tohatchi wes transferred to the combined
churches resorting under Claseis Holland. The contract for
this was completed st & subsequent meeting. Concerning the
‘c¢laims of Miss K. Rosbach and Mrs. 0. Hartog-Wezeman, (Cf.

Acts 1912, Art. 25, 2), it ie reported that Miss Hosbach is
not of a mind to sell her c¢laim, nor with the intent +o trans.
fer it to the Mission; anu that of Nrs. Hezeman cannot yet

be purchased. ~ :

B Earlier it was noted thet Missionary L. P. Brink was not

. well and was hospitalized at Rehoboth, but at the March meet-
ing your Board decided to comply with the request of the brother,
also recommended by the doctor,*to grant him an eight-month.
leave of absence with salary. And considering hie expenses at
the hoepital in Loe Angeles to grant him $100.00. to meet these
coste. The Board, however, would like to see him spend hie
leave in the center of our denomlnatlon, in order that he would
be in a poeition :

E
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from there to labor in the interest of the Miesion. In the
~same month, however, information wae received that Rev. L P,
Brlnk accepted ‘a call to Hanford, California, @ ~: - -

A letter wae recelved from Efcertaln~MIaelonary-Needles,
who would like to study medicine, or ae missionary for the
Ohristian Reformed Church work &t Two Grey Hills. Thie wae

.. Bent to the Roseland churches for investigation and corres-
e pondence. ‘ ‘

i

At a special meeting in June, Rev. J. M, Ghyeele, Stated.

Glerk~n£ Claseis Hackensack, apoeared to eek in the name of
that Claseis, whether the Board would be inclined to eanc-
tion theJcalling of Dr. Lee. S. Huizenge for South America.
After prolonged diecueaion it WaE decldedsh e
e) To direct the attention of thie 133915 to the.deci—
. Bion of Synmod with reepect to Ou#: Miseion Field.

b} That the Board can promise no support, much lese
. eanct ion, while it is called “to carry out the declelona of
Synod i ot S
) ¢) That our Church -has more- then enough -with- ita -already
chosen field, and thue needs every poeelble support. - :

d) Thet we adviee the brethren rescind their proposal
-~and a8 much ae possible support our own Miseion, in order
_that our strength doee not dletlntegrate, and ‘the work thet
hee beendetarted not be. dleturbed o

At the-meetlng of July 1915, Miee B. Rosbech wes-ap=:i
pointed asg Boys' Matron at Rehoboth, and Miea Alice Aardsms
of Sincinnati, Ohio, as teacher at Zuni to fill the plaocee
of Mre,. qihel Sipe and Mies.A. Vande Riet. Mr. J., H. Bosscher
of Lucas, :Michigan, wae anoo;nted AggiBstant Indusirial Super-

,1ntendenthat Rehoboth, whlle the brethren J. G, Morgan and
Mr. Van Pernia left. - A ,

‘ At 8 meeting in October 1913, a contrect was devieed and
~ . 8igned by the deputiee of Claeseis Muskegon.and the Secretary
" of the Bodard, whersby the Miseion Post at Zuni ‘wap turned over
to the Claesie with the exception of the echool work. Later
Rev. H. Fryling, in the name of Claeeis Muskegon, through tha-
congregation of Muskegon I, wee called, mnd who accepted ths
call, and has labored eince that-time under the reeponsibility
of thie Claseis, inm sccordance with the new Mieeion Order,
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In Novembeor the Bomerd received a letter from the congre-
gatione of Roseland, notifying ue that they had obiained a
worker for Two Grey Hills, ‘and requesting the Board %o pro-
vide a house, Horses and buggy, interpreter, etc., 6o that
he may begln ‘hie labore there. Decldeds

1. The Board will provlde horaes and buggy, according

 to Articlee 7 end 8 of the Mission Order, and 1eavea it to

Synoé to make this Plnal.

2. That the houee at Two Grey Hille ie livable and ie

“the oronerty of the Church, and also is maintained by it.

3. To point outs (a) That there must be a contract be-

‘tween the Roseland conpregatione and the Board; (b} That the

Board abides by the decision of the congregations, even thourh
the Board wae not contacted in this matter, and that the- .-
Board wae even kept in ignorsnce with respect to the name of

‘the person.

That.all tha children are now provided with eponsore at
Rehoboth, and it wee decided by means of De Wachter, The Ban-
ner, and Bote to find eponeore for the children ht the day

school at Zuni for $50.00 per year,

Further we may report the followings

The Training School wee traneferred from Tohatchi to Re-
hoboth because of the departure of Rev. L. P, Brink. The train=
ing of the students is now given by Rev. J. W. Brink and Prin-
cipal G. Heueinkveld. A communication wae raceived from the
Coneistory of Rehoboth thet Jamee Becenti because of his conduct
has left the Training School. Dolth Wood, formerly at our
Boerding School at Rehoboth is now enrolled in the Training
Schoeol, and Paul Jonas and Hugh Denetdele have advanced so

.far that they can be employed ae interpretere for the mission-

aries. James Becenti, after confeseion, was slso employed as
interpreter by Mr. William Mierop at Two Grey Hills.

Your Boasrd ies not ready to present to Synod welllworkeda.
out advice corcerning oridination of graduates of the Training
School and Mission Helpere. See Acts 1512, Art 25, 1.

Neither in Januery 1913, nor in Aurll 1913, but in Janu-
ary 1914, the Board of Heathen Miseione of the Chrietian Rew

- formed Church in Americe was represented by the brethren M,

Van Veegem and J. Dolfin at the Home Miesions Council. Acts
1912, Art. 25, 8.
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In accordance with Art. 22 of the Miesion Order, the Hie-
sion wes inepectsd by Reve. H. Walkotten and M. VanVessem in
1912, and by Dr. “H..Beets and Rev. J. Dolfin 'in 1914, Com-

plimentary Pasges for: the inspectore were obta1ned from the
Santa Fe R. R

%A1l the members of the Board with the exception of Rev.
H, M. Vander Ploeg regularly attended the meetings; Imidanuary
/Rev, Vander Ploeg wrote that because of dis¥ance-and expence

- he would only be able to attend the meetingse orice a year. Since

that time hie alternate, Rev. E. J. Tuuk hee-attended the month-
ly meetings, who ie at Holland, M1nhlgan.

AL the meeting of PFebruary 9, 1914, the eecretary noti-
:fied- the Board that he would no-longer be able to £ill" this
offlce. Reﬁ* J. Dolfin was- ap961nted in hie place. '

Durlng these two yeare- much repair has been done on the
exlatlng buildings, and the following new structurea were builts
a School with two claes rooms and.a chapel; a btarn st Tohatchi;
also a parsonage: for Rev. J. W. Brink at Rehoboth; and tem-
porary building at Crowsm’ Poinfi & bgginning will now be made
.for building a new ppreonage at Zuri (Cf. Acts 1912)s Doctor's
house and.Manager's+cottage at Rehoboth- improvements of the
HlEBlOn house.at Two-Grey Hills.

W

The following personnel ie now on the mission fields
' REHOBOTH, NEW MEXICC.

Rev. J. W. Brink .-Miseionary, (uaetern Avanue, urand
Rapide, Michigan.} '

Mr. John Spyker - General Manager. ® -
Dr. C. J. K. Moore ~ Medical Miesmidmary,
. Head Nurse .. (replacement for Mrs. G. Heusinkveld muet
8till be obtained.} e :
Nuree in lraining « ¥iteChristine Beltz.Hdod " {Fregonty Mich. }
S R AT % Mise Fannie Becenti, (sherman at.,
v & Grand Rapide, Mich.)
Houaekeaper for ﬂoapital — Misg Jane Nyenhuie.
.PTinclpal ‘and- Dlﬂnlnlinarlan - Miss Kathryn Venema.
- “Apgistant Teachsr - Miss Carrie Ten Houten.
 Industrial Superintendent - Mr. J. H. Boeacher.
Girle' Matron — Miss Anna Derks,
" Boye' Matron — Mies Bertha Rosbachy -
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“Houpekéeper - Mies Wary Styf, (Zeeland 1.)
- Aesistant Housekeeper -~ Miss Clarisea Pierson.
- Laundress -~ Mies Margaret Dﬂ‘Huyter.
TOHATGHI NEW MEXIGO.
: Rev. Lee S. Huizenga, M. D.-- (c laseis Holland )
T ~ CROZIER, NEW MEXICO.

(Two Gray Hllls )

Mr, William Mlerop - Hlaalonary in Charge (Roaeland I11.

Churches.) .
- Mr. James Becenti - Interpreter (Rldott Ill.),,

CROWN POINT, NEW MEXIGO.
Vacant - (Paterson, N. J. Churches.)
Z‘UNIV NEW MEXICO,
‘Rev, H. Fryllng, Mlaalonary (Clasaia Musgegon.)

Miee Alice Aardema, Teacher,
Mies Hattie Beekman, Matron,

The followihg school children are supvorted and instructeds

TRAINING SCHOOL, REHOBOTH, N. M.
Paul Jones — Broedway &Ave., Grand Repide, Michigan.
Hugh Denetdele — Orange Tity, Iowa.
Dolth Wood -~ N. N., Zeeland, Michigan.

‘BOARDING SCHOOL, REHOBOTH, N. M.

Joeeph Bergen - Englewood, New. Jereey.
- Donald Bergen .- Firet “rand Rapids, Michigan. '
" Paul.Cadman — Grandville Ave., Grand .Rapide, Michigan.
Frederick Coan - Harrieon, South Dakots. o
John Cook .~ Overisel, Michigan. ‘

Mark Cook « Roseland I, III, Chicago, Illinoie

Julius Denay - Kalamazoo I, Michigan.

Robert De Groot - Luctor, Kansaﬂ. '

Richard Duncan — Midland Park, New Jersey. :
Willard Duncan - QOentral &Ave., Holland, Michigan.

David B. Evens. - LaGrave Ave.,, Grend HRapide, Michigan.
Lambert Franklin - Frenklin St., Grand Rapide, Michigaen.
D. Breinerdé Holland -~ l4th St., Holland, Michigan. _
George Hood - Grandville Ave., Grand Rapids, Michigan.
- Roy Johnson - Englewood I, Chicago, Illinoie. -
David Livingstone - Paterson I, New Jersey. ,
Chee Paelakai ~ Sherman 8t., Grand Repids, Hichigan.
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~ Albert Sﬁerman — Zeeland I, Michigan.

Henry Whipple - New.Holland, South Dakota.

_ Marcus Whitman - Goldbrook, Grand Rapide, Michigan.

Herbert{-Whitmen - Muskegon II, Michigan.
Leonerd Wnitman — Pslla, Iowa.

‘Marinue Williams - Grenthe, Michigen.

Clarence Willeto — Albert Gardner Missldn Soclsty.

... Edgerton Young - 9th 8t., Holland, Michigan.
“" Grace Aviseo - Three Lady Friends.

Wilhelmine Beets - Prospect 3t., Pasaatq, NanJeraay.
Jacoba Bicenti - Chieago I, Illinoiew -~ -
Emma Bode - Franklin St., Grand Rapids, Mlchlgan.~
Leonora Brink ~«Englewood I, Chicago, Illincig.-..
Amnabel Brink - LaGrave Ave,.,, Yrand Rapids, Michigan.
Evelyn Cadmen — Friends, “Yrand Rapide, Michigan,

Ethel Cadmavi:~ Ghicago i, Illinois,.

Jeesie. Curlismith - Friend, Welleburg, Ilowsa.

Johanna Curlismith -~ Friend, Holland, Michigan,
Nonabah De Groot - Coldbrook, Grand Repids, Michigan.

. Nona Gordon - Dennis:éve., Yrand Rapids, Mlchlgan.
i Mattie Green - Hast Saugatuck, Mlchlgan.‘

uYiiHesi — Roseland- II, III, Chicago, Illincie. -
Martha Holland — Dougla# Park Chicago, Illinoimas. -
Anna Johneton - lafayette; Indiana. .

Dorothy Livingston —. Fatereon III, New Jeraey.
Catharine Murphy - Reeman, Michigan... -
Nonabah Murphy - Broadway Ave., “rand RledE Hichigan.

Jennette Paton —~ Lynden, Weashington,

Uora Sherman - -Muskegon I, Michigan.
Minnie-Sftermen — Cleveland, -Ohio.

-Zlizebeth Smith — Frospect Park, New Jersey.
Julia Smith - Greafechap, Michigan.. .

Esther Yazzi — Friend, Hamilton, Michigan.
ZUNI DAYSGHOOL, ZUNI, N. M.

Irving Boonsy - Hull, 10wa.
John Cushty —:Hull’ Iowa. iy ‘

Wed WNashtw=-LaGrave Av yGrand ‘Rapide, Michigan.

George Suphony - Y. L. K. Guild Kalemazoo III, Michigan.

Charles Riuyeti o Y. L. K. Guild Kelamazoo- I11, chhlgan.,

Nichles Yuyeseelu < Grand Haven II Michigen,
May Huestita - l4th St., Holland, Mlchigan.

l,
§
.
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Mable Jula - Muneter, Indiana.

Hilda Lideluteeta - Mr, and Mre. W. Aardappel, Orange Gity, Ioua. ka‘«

- Qeolia Moma <« Helen 8S8haw, Brooklyn, New York.

Aumy Humpekys - Y. L. M. Guild, Kalamszoo IXII, Michigan.

Pauline Tsanati - Roselend III, Chicago, I1linoie.

Roee Euni - Ten Mission Friende, Grand Rapide, Michigan.

Gooneie Lupalita - Franklin St,, Grand Rapids,
Lucy Mona - Franklin 8t., Yrand Rapnids, Michigan.
Helen NHashu -~ Franklin 3t., Grand Rapidse, Michigan.
Douglas Layata - Franlin 8t., Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Michigen.

Four children stlll unsupported by Churches or Societies.

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE HEATHEN ‘MISSION

FROM JUNE 1, 1912 TO JUNE1},1915..

REJEIPTS

Balance of the Previous Year
Classis Grand Rapids Hast

| Grand Rapids West
" Hackﬂnﬂack .
" Holland
b Hudson
*  Illinois
* Musxegon
‘ Orange City and Sioux.Center
" Ostfriesland ' '
“ Pacific
*  Pells
‘ Zeeland
From other, including loan of 32, 500 OO
Total
DISBURS&MLNTS
Salaries, all Workers $ 8,316.37 -
Rehoboth School and Hospital 16,872.66
Tohatchi * 3,261.74
Zuni 0 - 1,407.45
Two Grey Hille ' ‘ 102. 40
General -Expenses; and 3500 00 loan 1,364.52
Board Meetings : : 157.44
a ~ Total ' a -

Balance

Cutstanding Notes Unpaid $2,000.00

John Dolfin, Treasurer

‘Books examined and found correct bys

Harry A. Rietdyk
Iseac J, Flea

$ 3,178.40
1,803.62

' 5,212 50
4070%
2,375.42

- 1,3%04.38
3,558.29
2,752.36
3,004.46

- 1,164.48

- B73.46
1,099.45
2,261.54

0.

- $32,386.83
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE HEATHEN MISSION

FROM JUNE. 1, 1913 .10 JUKE 1, 1914

IP’;

BECEIPT3
Balance of the Previous:Year - $ =,504.25
Claasie Grand RapidasEast - 2,587.37
% Grand Repids West | e : 3,591.29
¥ . Hackensack o 519.27
% . Hollend. o e "1,544.27
"* ' Hudeon ) . 1,059.89
N Illinois y , '2,829.09
" ‘Muskegon L . - 1,713.25
u Orange City o s - 937,74
®  ostfriesland...: . -, " 1,155.93
¥ " Pacific T e | 985.74
¥ Pells - C ' 1,187.29
b Sioux Center 1,499.83
*  Zeelamd ' o .2,272.75
-From othera, including loan of #2,500.00 2,2%90.13
Legacy, Tobias Koffers, Holland, Mich. 5.792.85
Total * Tt we -,:"1%50 ,6 74 "I‘B
i ) o DISBURS EMENTS
Selaries if all Workers. - 3 8,042.61
Rehoboth School and Hoepital ' 15,598.593
Tohatchi -~ _ 400.08 -
o &wmi U ' 1,418.87 :
" Two Grey HiYI i - 553.24
Crown Point - . 781.70
General Hxpensaes, and 1oan of LT, ‘
, $3,500.00 with Intereat 4,053.04
ﬁiBoard meetings . o 99.50 ‘
g " Totel A _ '  28,947.97
Belance =~ -~ - o . $1,726.51

John Dolfin, Tremsurer
Books examined and found correct bys

" Harry A. Rietdyk ,
leasc J. Fles.: ‘ - BTN

hs one cam-see from this report, we migﬁt close our.
book-year without debt. We were enabled . toido this by meana of
the legacy qf Wr., Koffers. & word of;thnnkﬁ -




©  Page 106

ie due Mr. I Mareilje for the fine servicee rendered in this
matter. Purther we would 1like to call to-the attention of the
Olasses with a few exceptions that they gave less in the eecond
year than they did in the first. Thie must of necessity be
changed, if we ars to expand our work among the Navahoee and

. the Zunies.

The Board of Heathen Missions predentsthaffbllowing to
Synod as found in the Agendas

- 1..8ynod give ite adhesion to the transfer of the Train-
ing 8¢hool from Tohatchi to Hehoboth. Thie took place because
of the departure of Rev. L. P. Brink, and the advice of the
Conference.

'In thie matter the advice of the Conference is as fol-
lowes "Conference expressee the convictionithat*the Training -
School for mative helpere ies one of the most importent fac-
tore in our Mission work. And that we should kesp the

- Training Schoel at Rehoboth, N, M That this work be axtanded
~ &and placed -on a. permamnent basia.

2. Bynod take note of the differences between the cal—
ling churches Roseland end Paterson, and the Board,

Theee congregations pay the esalary of the Missionw
ary, and the other expanses are paid by the Church in general.

The Board, according to the Mission Order adopted
by the Synod of 1912, believes that-these celling churchas
ghould be responsible £or all the expenses of the Missions
Poste taken by them. See Art, B, Mission Order.. '

Theee churches appeal to the fact that they were
already labering before the Bynod of 1912, and therefore
have the Tight to abide by the rules adopted by the Synod
of 1910. See Articles 43 and 4h. :

5+ Synod appojnt (ombone who can devote all hie time
in the interests of genersl Mission concernss Jewish, Do-
mestic, Heathsn. _ o : .

8} In order to inform tho'chﬁrchas‘moro'clearly and
‘awalken greater interest in the cause of missions.

. b) In qrdar'iolbbta?ﬁ special gifts.

e} Gollections be taken‘aﬁd divided on a pfo rate basie
according to a Budget esteblished by 8ymod.

d) He be s member ex Officio of the ihree Committees,
~ which consultr with him and regulstes his work.
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<

4, Bince-81l the Posts which Synod hae- aaaignod Syriod
alert thte churchies and Claesees concerning-the expaneion
of the field by opening. Blancé .Canyon. in the North-eaet, and
Beautiful Mountain in ‘the North-west of our Miesion Field.

_ Only five Glasses of the thirteen have so Paries.a Classie

or by meane of a calling church or churches have teken over
a part of the Mieaion Field among the Navahoee and Zunies.

., Humbly aubmltted
In the Name of the Board,

J. Dolf:l.n, Bacretary

:‘.V;P. 8. The delegates to Symod are’ kindly requested to spread
" in ganeral the booklet, embodying the latea'l; reports concern-

ing our Heathem M:Laaion, and to recommend it:for the finan.

-~ ¢inl benefit of HeathenyMissions, and to mwaken intereet therein.
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* SUPPLEMENT V.

* REPORT OF REQEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

CONCERNING JEWISH MISSIONS.

Honorable Fathers -and. Brethrens

The reepdnsibility rests ypon me to give account of the’
receipts and disbureemente with respect to Jewish Missions.
It ie for me a sense of satisfaction that for twenty yeare

.I could eerve as Treasurer for this branch of the work in

God's Kingdom. With thanks to our God I may say that with joy

.1 constantly engaged in this work. I dare testify freely that

the love of Christ praeaaﬁ7not only to pray for this paople,
from which the Christ eprung mse far as the fleeh is concerned,
but also that I-might do domething towards their salvation.
It was a work of love. The gratification wae the faith in the
promises of Jehovah, that he has chosen thie psople and not
caBt them off, and that once again he shall make hinmself

glorious in Israel. :

The Lord hae not put.us to shame, and our people in the
last two years have shown a compaesionate heart for Jacob's

. wandering posterity. ‘ S

' Thé receints from June 1, 1912 to May 31, 1913 are as

follows: :

Balance, June 1, 1912
Receipts to May 31, 1513

Total
Disbursementss
Chicego Hehrew Mission =, 000.00
Patereon Hebrew Miesion 1,025.00
Clevwlund lHebrew Mission ‘ . 25.00. -
Traveling Expenees 16.75
Total ‘

Balence, June 1, 1%15

'R-qaipte from June 1; 1913 to may 31, 1914s

Balance, Junﬁ 1, 1913
Receipts
' Total

$1,786.32
. 856 . b8

 §6.6h2.80

4,066.75

$2,576.05

$2,576.C5

5,006.77
$7,583.02
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Diesbursementss
Chicago Hebrew Mission $3,000.00 -
Paterson Hebrew Mission ©.1,000.007
Traveling Zxpenses (met twice) 30.00 '
© Total $4,0%0.00
Balansa, May 31, 1914 : 35;555 02

The committea haa examined the booka and foun& “them:
in order.

_Herswith your Trsasurer in a happy frame of mind

places his_work in the. hands of Synod, .trusting.that -the o

Gospel ‘proclamntion to. that encient psople praysrfully -

ghall be_proeecuted with.loy and zeal. In propertion to,the
work and workers the blessifg.of the Lord is not lees among
.s~the Jews than the Gentiles. And‘swe.have-the most sure promis-

@5 before s in’bod's Word, thet he will have compaaslon over

hie: analant peopla,

. Hope in the Lord, O nationl - .
For with Him there is grdce
And plentecue ealvation,
For ell who eeek His fare,
He shall redeem:Hisupeopla,
Hie chosen-Israel,. . ...
From:all their sin and evil,
. And all their gloom dispel.

Ch, might Bal#ation\éomé forth out of Zion upon Israel;
.when God rescues his people from its suffering and bonds, Ja-

. cob will rejoice. And. Israel contlnually rejoiclng ahall give

~the glory to her Lord.

- de I, Fles




Page 110

SUPPLEMENT VI.
REPORT oF THn. m-{ERITUs BOARD
TO THE SYNOD OF 1914. X
E§£;emad Bfe?hrans

. The Board, consisting of the members Mr, S. S. Postma,
¥r. D, Van Loo, Mr. J. Heeringa, Mr. F, Kniphuizen, and Rev,
M. Van Veseem, met four times at the home of the Treasurer,
brother J, Heeringa, et Holland, Michigan, at which all the
members were present, with the exception at our last meeting
brother Kniphuizen was absent beceuse of weakmeas.

Through the gensrosity of the Church, we were not only in
& poeition to pay the quarterly slotments, but also a gratifi-
cation of 15% in June 1913, which was received with joy and
gratitude.We aleo felt necesesitated to grant $100.00 10 an
smeritus minister who logt his library through fire so that
he might buy reading material For the brother. 8 pleaaant suUr—
prise,

¥ith the déath of the late Rev. R. Drukker, his allowsnoe
ended at the beginning of the year 1913.

Cleesis Bioux Center requestsd an increases in the allowence.

- of Mre. J. Stadt. It wap.incraased 1o $200.00,

At the‘requeat of Claseie Pella emeritation was granted to-

" Rev, A, J. Brink with a stipsnd of %£00.00 until the next Synod,

and at the rquest of Claeeis Zeeland 3400.00 to Rev. H. Vander
werp on his emeritation. .

Qlaseis Sioux Gentnr réquesta 3500 00 for Rev, H. Huizigh
with his emeritation. Decided to grant him 3100 00 until the
next Synod,

The booke of the secrotarv and treaaurer were examined
twice and found in order. :
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The report of the Treasurer is s followses

Balance, 1912-1915 $ 617.16 -
Receipts 4,221.09
Total o $4,838.25
Dieburesements 2¢353.04
Balance, June 1913. 1914» . 31,445,21
Receipts , Q,GBQ,ZT
, Total 35,134.98
Disbureements 4,108.10
Balance, June 1, 1914 $1,026.88

‘Lubbere Fund  $1,378.86

The Board vroposes - thatsthe. fOllOHlng allotmbnta N
be mades : .

Mre. M. Jg{Boama 3 400.00

Rev, Vapden Bok 400.00
. Rev. A. J. Brink - 600.00
..Rev. H. Vander Werp e 400.00
Revy: H. Huizingh . - 500.00
Rev, G. Broene e 300,00
Mre. Temple o UL 200.00
~ Mre, Broeketra : o 200.0C
" Mre, Remein ' 200.00
Mre. Langereis - : . 200.00
Mre. Van Vliaanderen ) 200.00
Mre. Stadt 200.00
Orphane of Rev. J. Van Houtsn 200.00 -
¥re. E. R. Hean 150.00
‘Mre, 4. Yan Houten - 150.00
~Mra, Stuit 7 ST 100,00

VTotal P $4,200.00°

Ths. namea of the ret1r1ng Board memhere ares. Mr. J. Heer_
inga, Mr. D, Van Loo, and Rev., M. Van Vessem. )

The QUbta.ramain the seme at 25¢ per-family.
With thanks to the Lord for all hie bleﬂslnga- thanxa to
‘the Church for its confidence; and prayer for the help of the
Spirit, : :
In the Name of the Board,

M, Van Vessem, secretary
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SUPPLEMENT VII.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH HELP
Worthy Brethren in our Lord Jesue Christ:

‘ It ie with joy that your committee may file ite report
with your honorable assembly, and can testify of the continual
progress which ie being made in the intereste of this fund,
Kbout twenty years ago we could epeak of receipts in hundreds

" of dollare, and now we can eneak of e few thousand. In the laest
two years collectione of $6,476.26 were received; $663.62 more
than the previous two years; ; while $1,543.06 wae paid off
on Notes, which wes $325.89 leee than the previoue two yeare.
What the cause was for thies latter ia difficult %o eay, ‘doneider-
ing that thie amount should incresse every year. The amount’
that the churchee owe-Church Help is $22,861.60. Five congregs-

- tione received promises of loang in the smount of %2,000.00,
but there is only a couple of hundred dollars in the Fund.

There are 59 churches that heve received loene from the Fund,

Although thie report in many asspecte ie encouraging, we also
soe that there ie stlll a grest need, and therefore we cen free-

‘ly recommend Church Help to our Churchee, With the continual
growth of our Church in the Weet, and by the faithful labors
of our miesionaries, request for Church Help increases. And
how Church Help ‘helpes Domestic Miesion ie understood by the
brethren, who best serve the churches ae miesionaries.

In making comparisons percentage-wiee taking into consider-
ation all the families, we see that ell Classes do mot give
to Church Hqlp whet could be expected of them. We therefore
preeent what each Classeie gave per amount per familys Clae-
eis Grand Repids East, 20¢; Grend Rapide West, 29¢; Hacken.
gack, 30¢; Holland, 22#, Hudson, 30¢; Illinois, 41¢; Muskegon,
30¢; Orange City, 47¢, Ostfrieeland, 40¢; Paciflc, 424,
Pella, 27¢; Bioux Center,” 59¢, Eeeland 24¢; in two. yeare.

dince Rev. J. vender Mey accented the call extended by
‘the Curatorium on behalf of our School and College, he re-
"Bigned as Treasurer of Ohurch Help, and Rev. J. Manni was -
elected in hise stead,who, Bince October 1913, hae performed
this work.

AL the clogse of the book-year May 31, 1912, there was

L
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the sum of $411.62 in the Fund; total recelpts 36, 476.28;

total 36,887.90.

Diaburaements 36 625 65 Balance, - $262 25,

t .

- Help wae given to the following congregatlona slnca the

1ast Svnods

Amsterdam, Idahe $250.00
Farmington, Ment. 100.00
Winnipeg, Canada. -.--200.00
Redlande, Calif. - 200.00
Edmonton, Canada 500,00

Kuner, Colo, - 500.00
Inwood,: Iowa . . 600.00
. Rudyard Mich, - 600.00

11111

Gorirad,

VYolgs,..8. D. . H00.00

Ame terdam, Idaho- 500400 ¥ wge
Hencock, Minn, 500.00
Inwood, Iowa 400.00

Mont. $250.00

Henford, Calif.

. Sibley, Iowa - 500.00
" Worthinton, . Minn.ru- 400. OO

The following Churches are 1ndebted to Ghurch Helps

Rochester, N. Yi
Grant, Mich. : o

‘Sheldon, Iowa

$280.00
1 225.00

Leota, Minn. * <« 100.00
Sullivan, Mich.. ©% 620400
Atwood;- Mich,-* B 50.00-
Kanawha, Iowa 120.00
Rudyard, Mich. '671.50
Ellsworth, Mich, 155.00
Harvey, Iowa 262.50
Edgerton, Minn. 250.00
. .Byron QOenter, Mich. -500.00
Ruek, Mich. 95.00
Hudeonville, Mich. 365.00
Lebanon, Iowa.:: 115.00.
Volga, S. D.° 785.00%
Alegmoea, Colo. - - 205.00
Paseaic, W. 8., N. J. 300.00
. Oskaloosa, Iowa 665.00"
- 16th 8t., Holland, Mich. 450.00¢
Seibert Colo. ' 90.00
‘Ade, Mich. - i, 450.00
Corsica, 8.D. ‘ 425.00.
Muskegon IV, Mich. 400.00
Gonrad, HMont. 750.00
Psterson,Madison Ave., N. J. 450.00
Plover, Wis, 270.00
HMuekegon Heights, Mich. 700.00
Burdett, Canada 150,00
- Santorn, ‘Iowa 500,00

500.00

.Chicago, Chio

-Prairie Qity, lowa-

Toon, Iowa .
Burton Hgts., G.R LM,
Eart Palmyra, N, Y.

Racine, Wis,

Ireton, Iowa
Noordeloos, Mich.: '
Kenosha, Wiss -
Caldwell, -Mich.

S. Boardman, Mich.
New Holland, Mont.
Vesper, Wis,
Handolph, Wis.
Hitchcock, Mich,
Nyverdal, Ganada

“‘Plainfield, Mich.
"Bishop, Mich.

Farmington, Mont.
Amsterdam, Idaho
Winnipeg, Canada
Redlande, Calif.
Kuner, Golo.
Inwood, Iowa
Hancock, Minn.
Granum, Canads '
Hanford, Calif.
Sibley, Iowa “
Worthinton, linn.

. 3280.00

270.00
575.00
255.00

- 400,00

275.00
645;00

255,00
' 100.00 ..
289.16

50.00
400.0C
240,00
585.00

47,50
300.00
475,00
285.00
300.00
750.00
600.00
475.00
500.00
589, 44
500,00

© 300.00
©750.00

500.00
400.00
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. Tne Committee bringe the following to_the attention of
.Synod that the re-payment of loan® is not given consideration
by some of the churches ae is desirable. Some congregations
have not paid anything back for several yeare; -yes, there are
some congregations,~Which have received loane eix years ago
and have not let us hear from them. Fifteen congregation have
been delinquent in this reapect.

Your. Gommittee therefore, comes w1th the question
whether the Gommittee should write to these congregations
from which we have not heard, and remlnd them of their ob-

ligatione for re-payment. o

Four small congregations havé done more then they were
obligated to do; they-peid everything which they.owed. These
congregationa are Bemis, Peaae, Otlev, and George. -

Wlth thanke for the confidence placed in us.
Your Gommltt&: for Church Help,
‘Jo Manni

J. Vander Mey
‘R. Bolt
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. " .SUPPLEI-iENTVYIII“.:“,-
- REZPORT OF DE WACHTER COMMITTEE
Honorable Brethren in ocur Lord Jesus: -Christ:
The Committee for the Superwisior of De Wﬁchter has thé
honor and gatlsfaction to preﬂeﬁt the:following report to your

honorable bodys EE sy

1. Acbording to the Rules adopted in T@Tﬂiby‘Synod, your
Committee might be &ctive in the coficerne of thie. ecclesiasti.

.-cal organs:It.-held:ite -regular meetinge. Becauee of distance

of Rev, J. J. Hiemériga in the ladét yédr, the meetinge were

“held without thie brother being preeent. With reepect to:the
gquestion addreesed to Rev. Hiemengs whether he still coneidered

himeelf a member of the Committee, no reply was received.

2. In accordance with the decision of:the last Synod, "the
mailing liet hae become the property of the Church for which
the sum of $185.00 was paid.

. 3. Gcntra&tﬂ with the printer and the busine®ss manager
were renewed,

4, Advice wae given to the Business Manager and the Edi-.
tor-in-Chief ae often as such wam requested. Constantly there.
are still articles sent in, which according to the judgment of
the Comnittee cannot be pleced. More often articlee are sent
in that ‘are nothing more then advertisments, and which they
endgdvor to amugele in ag ordinary reading material in our
paper a® formsrly happened so many times. There were aleo
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now and then letters received wherein objections were raiéed
with resvect to one or other of the peresonnel, but generally
- the Comuittee could brings these matters to a eatisfactory
conclusion. Only one subscriber believed he had not received
satiefection, and refused further to read De Wachter.
S. ThﬁnEinancialaReportuie aE followss
_STATEMEN? OF REGEiPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
OF DE WAGCHTER.

June 1, 1912 to May 31, 1914

Receipte =~ Disbursements
Balance on hand § 576.72 : : e
June 1912 , 583,63 | $ . 805.08 -
July ' C2%6.40 504. 74
Auguet . 545.25 ) - Bh1.48
September us.es 552.56
October ' 425,30 v 537.64
November 649.90 141.09 |
December _ 1,450.93 1,660.06 - %
January 1913 - 2,413.61 1,799.65 !
February 1,345.88 896.96
March 1,053.94 . 175.75 .
April —_— ' a77.80 1,204.28 i
Hay 790.75 | - 585.54 o
June ' - 492,35 L 529.81
July 712.47 .. 684,04
Auguset - 507.97 ‘ ‘ . 714.30
September ‘ - 400.30 _ 1,283.91
October ' - 653.31 697.52
November 516.65 807.22
ecember 954.50 468.25
January 1914 1,957.27 1,790.1%
February 1,087.35 584,53
March o GoL.77 - 820.25
April , , 909,37 1,270. 46
May - ; __718.50 1,012.54
| $£1,367.87 320,681.55
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Dlstribution of Disbursements.

‘::Hblland Prwntlng Go., De Wachter
Theological School
New Mailing List

Zditora
Commission, Agents
- Administration
Traveling Expense, cﬂts, paper, atc
Stamps
‘ Total
Receipts
Disbursemente .
Balance ‘ B

D. W. Jellems, Business

Your Committee wishes further to place the fallowlng be-

fore Svnods

aT“Ths Cémmittee asks Synod whet to do with an offeriwith
reference to.thevadminmistration......

A person offers 1} to aseumé&:the entire reeponeibility

. both administratively and financially.for a period of six years.

' ‘He adminieters all receipts and disbursemente, advertising, etec.,
etc.He will work the entire field of the Church. He promises 1

$2,000.00 the first year for the Theological School, and.the

following year $2,500.00; or 2} that he perform sll the duties as

under Ho, '), and that hie salary be 10% of the receipts plus ex-

benees .

b) The Comaittee confidently recommends as far as De Wachter
is concerned that all .the editors be re-appointed,
pects that the Committee of Pre.advice will first consult De
Wachter Committee, which ie ready to give further informastion.
At the same we informuyou that about six montha ago Rev. J.
Bolt resigned ae editor for the Lepartment “"From and For the
and alsoc a8 alternate Zditor-in-Chief. The Committee
appointed~Rev. W. Stuart, who accepted both. We alsc inform
vyou :tuat Rev, J. Vander Yey, has resigned as editor of the

Press, "

'%t$12,575.167‘

4,000.00

'aimw485¢oo

1,270.34
1,926.25
914.82
137.%0

2,10
§20,881.55

321!587.8?‘ Mm””W

20,861.%5
§ 506.32

Manager

yet it ex-—

BT
Nk,

Department of "Views and Critgues,® having begun hie work for' .

the School, and that Dr. J. Van Lohkhuyzen hae been appcinted

in his place.

PN
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¢) The Committee: requests..9ynod eo to revise the Rules
for De Wechter Committse so that the membere of thie Committee
be eleuted for a period of four yemrs, -and that at esch Synod
two membere retire. In order to make this transition two mem-
bere be appnointed for four yeare and two membere for two yeers.
Synod, however, take into consideration distance.

d)Thehbommittee earneetly recommends to Synod, that, if

-possible, The Banner become the property of the Church.

@) If The Banner doee not become the property of the
Church, that Synod then declare that de Department *For the

Young People" be publiehed in Bnglish in De Wachter.

| Concerning the number of euscribere it ehould be noted

" thet the 1liet is not much lerger than the previous Synod. It

is clear to the Bu&inees Manager and the Committee that there
are not many agents, with a few exceptione, nor the office
bearers, who are recommending De Wachter to our people.

We recommend that Synod strongly uree the ministers and
other office-bearers to recommend Ee Wachter.to.our people.
Fuch more can be done for both the 8chool and the Church.

Humbly Submitted,
Your Comrnittee for De Wachter, . .
J. Manni

W. Heyns
A. H. Bosch
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SUPPLEMENT IX. .
REPORT. OF .- THE COMMITTEE FOR THE LABdR
© MOVEMENT AND UNIONS.-
(Me jority Report.)-- (Cf. gcts,,;rt.”Lz.)*N;
Esteemoed brethrens |

. Your Committee consisting of Rev. Groen, Prof. &chodlland,
Prof. De -Jong, Elder Hekman;-and Elder Veenstra, (Acts 1912,

Art. 75, 11}, prasente. thexfbllow1ng report .to Synod.

b In explanation why - the Committee hee. nodrfulfilled the
Synodlcal decision that.a report must be filedwin time with the
Bynodical Stated Clerk, we inform you that. the committee wae
called together for the firet time on Juhe 8, 1914 by the-prow

‘8ident. All members were present with the ‘exception of Elder “***:

Hekman.

“Your Commlttee diecussed the standpoint taken by our Church
in 1902, 1904, and 1906, end ie of the opinion that the Church,

since the grounds are SBcriptural in our eestimation, Bhouldrﬁhﬂiﬂr
‘abide by the earlier decisions.

Your Committee therefofaﬁﬁgvi&ess
1. that S8ynod continue tn:warn againet worldly Unions;

2, that with the meking of*profeasion of faith the Corsis-
tory take note of the pereson, wké eeeka full membershlp, as to

3. that with the application;pf ecclesiestical discipline
Consistories are called upon to be exceedingly careful. Each

case demands separate action, wherein the character of the Union
- end the particular personal circumetances are taken into con-

eideration;

4. that Synod with emphaala point to the decision made with

'reepect to the organization of Christian Labor Assoclationa;
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5. that Synod vigorously promote discuseion in the Prees
concerning the labor question.-

Respectfully eubtmitted,
"~ In the name of the Committee,
6. D. De Jéng, Secretary
P. 8, In the diecussion it appeared more cleéarly than in the
- Committee. meetings before the S8ymod of 1912, that the
President of your Committee has objection to the stand
taken by the Ghurch.
Lack of time prevented the Committee to take into con-
-Bilderation ‘and act upon report he presented. The presi-

dent informed the Gommittee of his intention to present
-hls views to Synoa :

-y




Thurches wae; antlrely ‘just, namely hereir, that-membership -

-that Unions are fast increasing in our city congregations, and,..
“&g far a8 we know there is-mnot one of our Goneistorise-to be . .-
“found; which'hae' the-courage, nor itself diepoeed t&- aonalder

. sheepfold off. Chrlstr‘;’%l

'the spirit of the times?
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“++¥ " SUPPLEMENT X.

iINORITY REPUﬁ@ @ﬂMTHu GOMMITTEE‘HiTH%RESﬁEGT

2 TQ" UNIONS ARD. THE LABOR MOVEMENT. - - - ¢t
! (Cf.“ﬁctH, Art. 17.y e e -
Esteemed Fatherw and Brethrens . .

For many vears we have had the honor to bé a member of !
" the-above-nsmed Committed. From the beginning we had eome- doubt e e
whether the - stand point=taken: by the Gommittee end- by our Lo

in @ Union ié a censurable sin. Maore.than once we have rew&aled

our objection.at the meetings of:ithe Gommlttee. e did not feel

ourselves sirting ard determined. enough:to’oppose the standpoint - o

taken in this -involved mstter, and™-thiig with ‘hestitation we Mo e e s
vent elong with the conelusione- of'the Gommittee. ' g - R '

oL

- 'Slowl¥ on we have’ 1ndependent1y'pondered thia matter, - R j
We were pressed thereto not only by-the ‘tremendous growth-of. o -' 5
Unionse throughout the entire world, but-especially-by the fect

a member of-a Unton to be shut out of the K1ngdom of’God aa aﬂ;
contaminated member, . B

Areall the Gonalstorlea 80’ terrlbly unfalthful' T peee ;wff e

Do- they-juet Ist the wolves force themselves into the

Have they i respect for the sccleslastical and Synodla
cal decipione? T ‘

s

Or are they men without courage, who are controlled by

«We: dare not make such-a harsh judgment. We' co-nat believe ‘ 5
thav the fallacy liee with them, but”;n the exceseive atandpolnt ‘

-~0f our Churches. From them 'ie exnectﬁd, what no fﬂﬁwm
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well-informed office-bearer with a tender heart would carry
out. For clarification for the standpoint that we have taken
we bring~ the following oonaideration!before yous ‘

1. The.atruggle-of the working classee againet capitaliem,
which le becoming increasingly strong end victorious, ie not
something that comes from the Evil One, procesding from a mis-
taken epirit of reveolution, but a struggle for more equality,
freedom, and justice, in the development of the epirit of free-
dom of Chrietendom in the ephere of ®ociml life, and is the
fruit of comwon grace.So threatening ie the riee of capitalisem,
which is felt not only by Social Reformere:but also by the-
Chrietian Church, not only by the Christien but-alec by the
non-Chrietians . The enemy mugt be bound. The etruggle ie not
- only a struggle for the Unionm, but iB a just cause, which is
~ worthy of consideration by all of us, regardless of the means
that aré being used to attain this. :

2. Organization of all working people from all countrlea,
Christian and non-Christian, local and internationsal,
lawful and neceesary. It should be 1like the government cOom~
munity upon the genersl c¢ommunal basgis of juetice, truth, and
love for the neighbor, the law of nature, and as much as pos-
'8ible influenced through epecial revelatlon, in the epirit of
Christendom in the conecience of mankind,

In the lest-mentioned principle lies the great principial
difference between us and the brothers who so strongly condemn
the Unione. If our principle.is just, then thereby at least
two-thirde of the criticiem egainet the Uniomns is-rejected.

We believe on.the basis of the Word of God that in this
dispenea tion there. need :be no absolute Beparation in: the asphere
of .natural life nor does there need be between Chrietian and
non-Chrietian, but that both upon the above-mehtioned prinéiple
can cooperate in promoting communal c¢oncerne, and maintain
themselves overagainet/common enemy, snd that such a union. -
not only can exiet on a national or ‘pdlitical basis but.also on
a social baeis. '

‘This unity end cooperation reset upons
a) The brotherhood of all mankind by means of creation.

bﬁ God's pgeneral revelation in nature.
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o). The. influence ef common. graca.l

d} Is not abrogated but rather much ennobled by tha infl-
snce of special revelatlon. A -

Senaration in the sphere of .naturel 1ife is Bometimes per-
mitted for the Chrietian and pometimes desirable., if euch a
separation is not-harmful to the whole of eocial life of man
or break it downjnhut rather builds up,*and is only a duty
when an-area hae“da deteriorated that a Chrittien ie dutibound
thereby . to_ deny" de I we depart from thie generel principle, _
we aither fall-into.-a narrow-mindgd .separatism; aiwithdrawal .from
all:legitimate:aréss of: naturel:life, or:into. 1n£oleranceAaf the.
Roman Church dnithe:Middle Agegj. endeavoring with force’ “to brifg
the entire area of natural life-under the rule of Bchlal revslatlon.

We are threatened with thﬁ'flrﬂt danger, n&mﬁly, 4 narrow-
minded separatism. Fortunatelv in this respsét we are very inw

- conaiatent, and this- segaratlem is confined to the labor‘”

movement. e

f‘

s He hﬂve, for example, apparently'twn -different” Btandarda
fbr the demands of moral life, one:for government &nd another for °

labor orgenizations. All that we do with respect to the .first

without any qualmey: ¥s-dendemmed as a - censrable sin in the Becond.
And yet how much.gimilarity there 'is. between nolltical relation—,
ghipe and industxi%} relationshipe of which the Unlon forms

a part. ti- .

EBoth belenc to the &nhere of natural life,

- Both ars. 1nst1tut10ns, creatione of God, and Eradually
develoneu by him,

Both stand under the corrupting influence of Biﬁ;

In both the Ghrletian must be falthful and naver deny
hie king. e

And in spite of the different functions of each the aéme
gthical demande in both are operative for the Ghriatian.

&nd how do our Christian clﬁazanﬂ TIOW conduct themeelves in
natlbnal .citizenéhip? & :

They take arm oath, 1v.~a.1;hcn.rL there being a neceeaity for 1t,;;“%
to be faithful to the Natlonalfﬂonstitutlon, which doéb not meni -
tion Aod'e Word, and does not state thet God'e honor must be
" the purpose of our lives.

He places himﬂelf under - 'staté conatitutions snd ¢ity char-
teras, which to not mention' the name of God, - and are completely
neutral.

Thev live in a etate of brotherhood with all kinde. of world-
ly people.
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. They make oromisee and ewear osths of different kinds,
many times about inconsequential things.

They are severally and jeintly liable as oitizenﬂ and
yet they helieve they do not have to-be responsible for the
eine of the government done against their will.

They benefit the worldly citizens of their own country
above the brethren in Chriet of other lande, evidenily in con-
flict with the the requlrement of the Lords "Most of all to
the household of faith.“

. Thie all-they dare to do without a troubled conaclsnce,
and rightly so.

One then comes to the matter of living together in society,
namely, with reepect to Unions, and then, if a Christian does
the same thinge, although he does not go half ae far, then they
bear with him temporarily, because he must still be nurtured,
but ‘he nevertheless comes under the reproach that he 1ls a cen-
surable sinner, who later shall have to be excommunicated. Such
judgments in our opinion are inconsistent,

, And now they endesvor to cover thie inconsistency by
cleiming that one belongs to the State by neceséity, -and “to'the
Union bv. e free aat, but that euppoeition is not right. This
might -be trué for Daniel and his friends in the Captivity, -
but 811 of us by a free sct became citizens of this countey.
even if we have heen -born here; we in a moment can rob our-
gelvee of thie privilege, end live as strangers and sojourners
on the earth, and then our geparatism is consistently carried out.

But although we act inconesistently, our standpoint with
respect to Unione.may be just, and thus we are now going enter
into the matter of objectione to Unions.

" This firset obgéctlon is that the Uniona do not acknowledge
God's Word as the source of justice. (Gf. Unioniem and Unione,

p. 26.).

_But the Unione can do this no more than the Gonetituticn
cf the United States or the Conetitution of the several States,
the City-Cherters or of bueiness corporationes, becaure these
organizations do not .etand in the sphere of redemption, but
that of nature, not in the sphere of special revelation but
of goeneral revelstion. .

For the same resson the second objection is nullified,
namely, that Unions are guilty of negative Atheiem, (Unioniem,
P- 32)}. begause God ie not mentioned in the constitution.
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'3'of Eether, yet His existence is aaaumed,'aa ia gseen in the vee -
of the oath by the Unlona. . . o e

‘nﬁ uhlrd object;on,ls that in-the Uniona .the Uhrlatlan must ..o

RE A make: &' permanent allience, a brotherhood with all kinds of
' ‘worldly people. (Unioniem, P. 30, andlxhe+aeport of Clageis ;
Grané Rapids- West, p. 5.} S

B Yﬁt one should. obeerve:-that thla ‘brotherhood is only ne..
seturat~and temporary, grounded—-in- creatiqn‘from.one blood, and.
in a. parficular reletionship. with thosa: pareons. whom God him-
self made, The Union does not make those workingmem oney.-.but
" .enly. hn;nge to formal revelation a.relationship which-God: hlmp

, Uloaely related .388"ifourth objection, nemely this, that
the Union aime a8t s-bal m_thly and materialietie purpose, ‘and
the.Ohrietian must live for the spiritual for the glory of God
Chrietien and non.Chriestian; .ae .far as purpose in 11fe, prin--
ciplally EO- th31r geparate ways .

L : : v

..~ Now we:muet;“however, make - k¥atinction between a.Xower. .
and imndediets- purpose, and e&-higher and. ultimate purmose: In

+ the.lower and. immédiate. purpoee worldly people and:Ghribtians.
can vote together and work, namely, ‘in. the promotion of natu-
ral concerne. ‘The Union does not go beyond this weither., If the
Union wanted to go beyond thie, then it would go‘ouiside of
ite spherey and:then only cooperation between the Christian

-and worldling would become impoasible,But now it can be-done.
The Chrisetian eleo -is-not eo one-wsidedly epiritual that -he - .. -
engagen. vholly in thet which ie- spiritual to the neglect of .
the naturdl eocisl concerne.Nor.does. the Union hinder him .in
eny wey to promote .his.spiritual concerns,.and his higher.
gpiritual, ideals by: placing the natural thinga for. hlmaelf in.

" the ;orqground ‘

~4A 2ifth and very importantobjection ie-thai the Union
places tha brotherhood..of .the: Union above the.brotherhood. in

- “=--- -2 Ghristsy-lssprejudiced in favor -of the membere’ of -the Union -

above the brothere in Christ, and worke to the detriment of

the brothers in Ohrist. (Unionism, p. 27, %0, and Report,

p. 10, 11.) S
rI"h:.er:—c‘rmrge:—a ie true only in part,. ' T

- - &)The Chrietien, who is in the Union,- doeafnmm precede

in. every respect the member of .the Unlon, hut anly ‘irv:the  ephere

of the Union in reference to lebor. .
b) It doee not place in that realm. a,member of the Unlon

"pelf. Hus created. S ST TV C ey
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above all Christians, but only above them that do not want to
be a member of & Union.

‘c. He doee thie on well-grounded reasons, because his bro-
ther in Christ by remaining outeide the Union, is not faithfully
cooperating in the social struggle, and not only lets other
worime 8truggle alone. but véoonerates with his aocial oppo—
Tente which.is.of harm.to.him, - -

Uoon hia_atandpoint a8 Christian Union men, this action is
very well understandable, and is far from a censurable sin. Who
‘would want to defend the proposition and put in practise that :
the Christisn is obligated in the realm of natural 1life to Ll
-favor hie fellow.Chrietiane by placing in the background the L
.propoeition of--the:natural and dociel: relatiocnghipe at the ex- . . Ly
penee of his -own lawful concerne? Who cen conduct himself-:in :
that way in businees, employment, in national concerns, in fam-
ily life?! No one can do that. No one doee it, and no one is
obllgated to do it. :

A sixth objection thet is raised is this, that the Union o f
places a self-made brotherhood of laborers above the spiritual ﬁ
trotherhood in Christ, snd also.above the organic unity of the :
humen rece, They separate people into groupe, and separate the
employer from the employee. Thie would then be in confilct with ;
the love toward his neighbor according to God‘a command . '

(Unioniem, pp. 23, 24; and Report, p. 9.} S

The ciaim that the Union ie orgunized in thie way ic to
a great extent correct, but the conclueion drawn therefrom is 2
wholly incorrect. It ie true that the human race is one, an -
organism, aleo in the sphere of lebor. But within this large ' E
circle there are sgain many emalloer ‘circles, which form a par- . |
ticuler unity, where the members have particular duties over- ) '
againet one another. This relationehip of theee different cir-
clee ie the result of: ) - '

a) This manysided, rich developmeni of the human race is
according to the ordinances of God. If there were nothing else
then thees circles would atand in & beautiful relationehip to
one another, but

b} But the inevitable result of sin, caused meny. circlises to apvear i
that etend wholly in enmity over agminet one another, for exs.. :
ample, the world overagainet the Church, and even many church
Eroupe overageinst one another.:Now the Union in the sphere of —4ﬁ;
labor hae not mesde this conflict but discovered it, wae born S ‘
out of ii, did pot want it as an ideal :




~ ganizatidn, because one- Jdineﬂ ittof his own. free will. That

"wdlaclpline.
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but muet teke-it-into-account ae-an inevitable-reality, doee -+ oo T

- not endeavpor to continue it, but attempts, as appears from the

device of arbltration, as. much ae pnasible to take it away.

The seventh: cbgaction may be called the aaaertlon, that

' a member of tha.lUnion, -even though he persenally-does. nothing: - oo el

that 19"mproper, that .zccording to the law of. aolidarity, ie
responsible not only for that which tranepires in hie own lo-

. . .cal Union but: what takes place in.the. entire: Amemican Federa— ... i & lirs Y
"+ :.tion of Labors.{Cf. Unioniem, p. 22, .Report,. .pp. 15;:16.} - :

Although they acknowledge that in the State and the fami-

1y the -solidarity does-net: g0 that farysbuto-it -does . in an: Or.
ie only relafively trps: In eome placee it is all but impoe- :
~sible for a-lmporer~to-exist without joining:-a Uniom: Then:. -
_one it more free.not to become a citizen than to- remain ou+81de
the Union,Lheragbreﬁ,ln,my-opinlon, it then~alsaaLa;unreaaonabla

.. .to. take solidarity in:a.striater .eense than imthe family,. :
. Stete, and- Ghurch.rZven in.the Church.we:recognize the:.use: of: ...
: protest, ;appeal,. gravemen, and tolerange. as:meansito:takerawsy::.irs

- our responeibility for offence by theorgemization, The more

“  so in the Union. A member of the Union cannctﬁbaﬂheld guilty

for the sine which might bé perpetrated: by ttre Unlon, 4if hes

| aj Hlmeelf doee not” particlpate-"

...b} Proteste in. the. manner open.to him. against the evily: & "o ..aa nE e |

‘ ¢} Seeketo.-teke away tHevsins. and the faulte-of tha Union. -

LSolldarlty doee bring with.it a:certain- natural commwon . -

1ot with resvect to good or evil results of the actione of the

. Uniom, but that ie eomething -entirely. different than.a personsl

pnsideratione plac

he objection as a weak ground -for church - - + -

All the objectinns that have been stated devend more or
" lese together, procﬁdtng acalnst the- princ:glee -mentioned. by us :
on page l. e

There are, howsver, Btill a.few more independent.objections
“to which we w1eh to call to.your attention: . . .. s oo

-« 1. There are great objeetions to the oaths of the Unions,
(Gf. Unionism, p. 30, and Report,,nn. l5and 14),for the follow--

ing reaeones

RTINS

&) Becaueeonly the Guvernﬂent-msy “request an ocathg
b) Because no need exists,..and .that it. thue must e -
called inconeiderate swearing;

judlcial responsibility before a court of Jlaw..Burely all:theea - - = wew.o.,
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' ¢) Becauee thereby the Unione are looked upon too much
es ﬂecret aoc1etiea. ' '

To remove this obJeotlon, we wiah to point outs

) That moset of the Unione do not requiro en oath, but
a 2olemn promlae- : _

'b) That where the oath is demanded, it has an unpretentious
form, and a8 far ee we know the Name of the Lord ie .never used -
with ix;

c¢) Thet the osth 1ﬂ generslly ise not demanded from the _ _ .-°

ordinary membera-

d) That it ie very doubtful whether the Government only
cen requeet an oath. God's Word does not esy eo, but to the
contrary gives various examples, thet from thoee in office, who
hold very responsible poeitions, and in whom much confidence

. muet be placed. Out Catechiem does not propose it either. See
‘Lord'e Day 37, Geeeink, Ordinances, Volume II, p. 506 and the

Form of Govornment of the U, P, Church.

' e) That the Union hee Becreto and must have them, es well
as a family, a coneietory, but .yet are not secret societies;

£} Whether the osthe of the Union satiefy the reguirement
of the Gatechism, “"To the glory of God, snd the welfare of the
neighbor," can be snswered in the affirmetive, if one considers’
the purpoee and teek .of the Union in general. '

2. There are also objectione to the many meane which the

- Unione uee in order 4o obtain their objectives, because they

are meane of force such ass the estrike, the boycott the closad
ehop, the demand for official recognition of ‘the Union by the

warkers, the necessity of all lasboring men to belong to the Union.

Wo cannoi enter into all these point one for one, but we
only notes '

e) That even the Christian Labor Uﬂlonﬁln the Netherlande
end Yermany, if not all, yet most“of them use these meane of
presgure. :

.- b) Thet in & legitimete political battle, ell these means

of force are used in a different form, end uaed in e stronger
meaeure, and thet they are continuaslly justif'ied by morelists.
Ie not this then valid in a eociml ‘war of lebor over ageinst
capital?t Here too often victery ie posesible without oreesure.

¢)J The pressure which the Union ueee ie not by violence




with weapons,  which ie reserved for the Government oniy.iYiolencé
has been practiced at the time of a strike, and poeeibly sdms-

"~ times the Boards of the Unions have had a betrayful part there-

in. But such ie not the purpose of the Unions. Thoee are Bome

.. of the few hyaterinél oUtbursts which are-faund inmmii goad nove—
- ments, which have .evem.marred: ‘the Re;ormatlon, and by-which-the" ! -
whole.may not be Judged

- 5. Then there 1& the clalm tha . the Unions Ere*guiity of

~ Sabbath deaecratlon¢ﬁ4 e T

&) By establishing thet more th{'be pald fof‘Sunday work.:

Ve are of the opinion that WIth this riule tha purpose ie
to eliminate Sunday work. LR

b} By hoiiinz meetings on Sunday, § -~ oo 4

}'4» . o ’
This takes pIBce in some Unions, but for them there‘are

extenuating clrcumstanceﬂ for which ‘each one‘muﬂt be judzed
separately. TR

4 Finally, ob;ectlon is-made that-the-Unions-uee sinful
“means for financlal‘advantage, such sass mxcurslona on Sunday,
dance parties, card’ Eamea ete.

Ye are&willing.to:bﬁlieve"thafauch'thinga have happened,
but seldom tsking into coneideration the large number of Unions.
"Then they are locel, and no-one im required to participate.

The incidente that are known to us, did not even proceed from
the-Unionm officially, but from'a small club in the Union. -
None of thoge things belong to the eagercevof the Union.

-Permit,ua;ﬁﬁﬁ to make some genegal obeervations:
B | - . - s

1. It apreare %o ue, that there ie. little grownd that
exiet® to divide the Unione into two clamees, namely, toler-
able and intolerable; ®ince d1l Unione have the same principles
- and purpose, and just about all are Jolned in the &merican B

',Federatlon of Labor.

2. That we as a Church.in delaring that memberehip in a '
Union ie cemsurable, practically stand alone in the world, wvhile -
moet of the other Churches defend the Unions.

5. That although the eardy-@wilde in all eseential pointe
agroe with the.present day Unionw, yet, as far ae we could die-
cern, that notsone of the Reformers of the leaders of the Reformp
ed Churches:«8poksone word of condemnation agalnst them.
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Calvin epent two years in Straateburg, a member of the Tailor's
" Guild, for otherwise he could not obtain citizenship.

4. It mpnears to ue to be very doubtful, if it is accor-
ding Reformed canon law, the calling of Churches to make pro-
nouncements concerning such eoéial movements end organlzationa,
and to place them under a sort of ban.

=:5e:-lt--appeare deeirable to us that ouwrSynod give to our
churches for conseideration whetherithé-time ‘has-come to reviee
the standpoint concerning Unionse, which former Synode have made.
That Svnod appoint a Gommlttae for thie purpose to investigate
the matter, and to eerve the next Synod with advice, and during
the interim two ysarﬂ to counsel those . concernad who request
the sana,

6. We had at firet planned to wriie a series of articles
in De Wachter before Synod met %o discuee thie matter, but after
mature coneideration we came to the conclusion that thie could
prove to be premeture, and arouse agitation, whersby your as-

-sembly might. be hampered in-ite freedom of action. Hence we ==--:

firet come to 8ynod.

' What we now présent is a resume of other articlén, wherein
we we discueeed this matter more elaborately. Should this elu-
cidation prove *to be incomplete, and should your sesembly con-

eider: it worthwhile and worth the expense, then we afe inclined-:

to come to you, and to enlighten your aesembly or the Gommlt-
tese of Pre.advics.

Wiehing you the leading of the Holy Spirit in all your
. work, and}‘his gerioue matter, we remain, -your brother in
Chriet, - ' '

‘J. Groen. -
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SUPPL..M*..NT XL ..

a
S

HEPORT “OF THE “DEPUTIES FOR BOUTH: AMERIGA. ™+ ”“

-Fathers end Brethrens e hﬂu-‘w“’-~-5:?*a“t‘2mf"

. The deputies for the promotion of the epiritual concerne
i-. of 6ur brethren in Sout America, w1th thanke wto: the- Lor@ pres -
"sant the following report to Svno&: R T Rt R R -

According tv Svnodlcal decision they havﬁ Tecommended to
all the congreégations to take a collectiom;~anid:rthat thie col-
lection, includivie. the:balance, amounted to ¥2,406.25.The dis-
bursement for Tres Arroyce for the church building- and subgidy

- amourited to' 31, 400,00 eubridy -for BuenoeiAyrer was 3800005~

. and for the. distribtution of De Wachter, postapge,-bille of'ex;'x
changs, arid travellngﬁexpenses wae 3106 82n This leswves a bal-=
ance. of§99.83,

-s,
o

Both of the Gonaiﬁforiea have repeatedly requested that

their thanke be-conveyed to' Synod sndr--the ‘entirer Churchy- Which —*

we now mBo do, It is alsoﬂfitting to give a word"of thanke to
" the Pedples ‘8tets Bank of Holland, for  theee brethren con-
L:Gtantly sent money~to a barkin-Buenos ayres gratie.~

" The congregatione of Buenocs Ayres and-Tres. Arroybs- both C

have a minister, respectively Reve.As:G. Sonneveldt and Sj.

- Ryper. The latter euccesded :Rev. Rollooa firet as- principel,
and later with the approval of the deputies from both sides,
also ep minister. Both brethren meet with meny difficulties
in their work, but :-labdrwwith joy and courgge,*aunnorted by

- & goolly number of brethran and sistere.

uAcno:dIﬁg to: thgylateat etatietice thes congregstion of
‘Buenos. Ayres number hﬁ;conﬁpselng members, 80 baptized members,
and 30 repular adherents; and the congregation at Tres Arroyos.
- number 32 confessing mewbers, and 52 baptized members,

The Chrietian School in Buenoe Ayres hae 53 pupila, and
hae ae principal H. H, Hogendorp, so that Rev, Sonneveldt.can
now evend four monthe of the year in the Chubut Boer Golcny,
and also epend some: time in Hoeario.

o
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The Christian School in Tres Arroyoe numbers 36 pupils,

“with Rev. Ryper as principel; however, since thie brother needs -

more time for the work of evangelism in other colonies, euch
ae Sen Cajetano and Pshuel, there will evidently have to be an.
other principal econ. .

The congregatione live in Classical affiliation with each -
other, according to the direction of the Church Order of Dortj -
but the Synodicel relationship between the Classi® of Buenos
Airee and the Gereformeerde Xerken of the Netherlande has not
yet beon regulated, and undoubtedly shall take place at the
next General Svynod.

The deputies of the Gereformeerde “erken of the Netherlands
will propose that mgain deputiee be appointed for South America,
with the same mindate as before. In conformity therewith your -
deputies aleso advise that Synod avppeint deputies with the same
mandate as thet of the Netherlands. ' '

‘Our preyer is that the Holy Splrit may aleo gulde you in
this matter._'

Reepectfully submitted,
. The deputies ad hoc,
J. Groen, President
~ J. Wyngearden, Secretary-

. Treagurer
J. Van Lonkhuyzen
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SUPPLEMENT XII.
REPORT OF RESTORATION OF MEMBERSHIP
OF DIVORCED PERSONS.'
Estesmead Brethrep,?Membe;a:6f"3ynédi

Your Committee, appointed according to the decieion of"
Synod, Acts 1512, 62, 6, Art.,”75, in order to congéider and in.
vestigate “the instruction of Classie Grand Repids East, how and
whether it ie poseible for person who obtained divorce on un-
biblical grounds;: and later: remarried; rafter true repentance
can be admitted to-memberehip in the church ha “the honor to
preaent the followings

I,

In coneideration of this instruction we firet of all point
out how we conceive of this matter. Apparently the mandate of
your committee to investigate whether versone who were divorced
‘on unbiblical grounde and later wmarried again, and thereafter
‘with respact to this entire action came to a heartfelt repen-

~*tance, can again become membere of the church.
. P ’

Thie is what the committee coneidere :muetibe the
meaning of the instruction, although the poseibility existe
that by heartfelt repentance alsoc can be meant a convereion.
to God for all eine,

The matter for consideration then pertains to people who divorced
upon a certain ground, lying outside the clearly etated ground
in the Holy Scripturee, namely, sdultery. The church has always
"held that there i# only one ground for divorce. The 8Synod of our
Church also hee repeatadly stated that there is but one ground
for divorée in the Word of God. See Acts 1860, Art, 65; 1896,
Art. 62, 3, b; 1898, Art. 84, 2a, b; 1506, Art. 2;, Suppl. 10.

Thue what the Church repeatedly has stated that there ie
only one Biblical :
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ground for divorce, therewith for them sll other grounds are
condemned ae being unbiblical and invalid. For the above men.
tioned estandpoint of {he Church, there are ample grounde given,
and thue we consider it lees necessary to repeat thoee grounds.
We therwith direct your attention to the above naméd Acts.

II.

It ie often claimed that thie ein. of divorce, followed
by a later marriage, is a e8in, done in ignorance, and therefore
when hesrtfelt repentance takes place, can be reckoned to be~
long to the ﬂinnlng of "a former time.® Thie cleim in our opinion
ie unjuet. When the Apostle Paul speaks of #in done in ignor-
ancem ho means thereby positive ignorsnce, 8o that the peraon
did not kmow that he sinned sgainst the law of God. So the hea-
then can ein, and eo the Jews einned then they crucified Jesus;
but in thie sense the ein of divorce is unthinkable in Chrigtendom,

Almoet no one of those, no matter how pitiful the situa-~
tion might be, whereim ‘the$~found themeelvea,when the sin was-com.
mitted, dare positively clalm,'that they -did not know-or did
not underetand that they acted againet God's will and law. They. did
Jmow .. - that it wee wrong . Not only later, when they came to .
an insight ofthe-depth:of the.deparvity of the heart, but already
when they committed the act that knowledge wae present. Such
dloo do not maintain that they did not know better, but the
circumstances led them to it, and they could hardly do anythlng .
elss. i}
Then often the marrisge is broken with premeditetion and
calm coneideration. It wase no sin committed raahly, which often
hanpens with other eins.

We in no wise want to deny that with many verhape, in later
yeare, have an upright reocentance, and confession-of s8in ie

made before God---yes, we believe that this is the camse with
many; but that does not essentially change the eituation.

Although one comee to a heartfelt repentance for that sin,
then it ie well to be mindful of the fact that such people came
into that state of 8in, wherein they continually livs, until
death steope in between them.
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.Ome carriot .not onlyunat icaricel  what-hds- been -dane. wrong,'ﬁut one

- perpetuatea ‘the ein by'cnntanuing to live in that atata..-~

BJ appeallng to ¢’ l'He, -who confeaees hie sin, and 1eaves
lt ®hall obtain mercy,"and applying it to the:casee in ques-
tion, one makee no headway, because there ies no question of
foreaking the 8in. One hae made this imposeible.

. Now for more than one .resson it is perfectly.clear.that
such a situation is orofoundly pitiful, and that our Christian
Eympathy can go out to such, but ons cannot eee how,.upon the.
basie of God's Word, a change carzbe agcomnliehed g0 that they
are admitted to the full communion of the, Church. We shall .

have to be satiefied to remain with the claar declaratlon of
the Holy Scrlptureﬂm -

Your commlttee hae no rhoice but to conf1rm the above men-—
tioned, -%hat it can find . no Biblical ground or grounde to re-
ceive auch again. into the bosom of the Church, whers the mar-
riage -wae dlasolved upon unbibliel grounds.

--!‘ -

- III.

Does not then true, heartfelt reventance offer any ground
to be again received into the vieible church? Is thies matter
to be-completely ignored? In our estimation the: ground
for -such cases to be again received in the church is not to
be found in heartfelt repentance, but the Word of God must. ex-
clusively offer ue the ground, If the Holy Scripturee do not
declare themselves in this mattsr, then we must leave theee
inexplicable caees completsly in the hande of God, who knowe
all things, andé before whose eyee everything ie plain and open.

If we ae a Chupch, aleo where there is -evidence of heart-
felt repentance in the mbove mentioned cases, canndt:detérmine on
the basis of God's Word, that they tan be admitted into the
vieible Church, that givee no one the right to conclude that
they are excluded from;sternal ealvation.

One judgment in this ¢an never be absolute. This alone
belonge to God the Lord. It is aleo not valid to state that
the hidden thinge belong to God the Lord ‘and’ the revealed
things to us and .our children,




Page 156

. For all these réasona; it ie the judgment of your commit-
tee that Synod ie strongly advised not to make rolee.gon--: —
-cerning thie matter, which would then be valid for every carpe.

Zvery concrete case shall have to be coneidered by the
Conseistory, the G;aeais,-ahd‘the Synod individually.

Por Synod to make a permanent rule.would be very danger-
ous in prectice. Coneistories and Classes can declare themsel-
ves in each concrete case, and if neceseary each concrete caee
can be appealed to the broadeet assembly of our Church,

Reepectfully-aubmtted,'
Your Commjttee,
Prof, F. M. Ten Hoor

" Rev. G. L. Hosfker
Rev. E. H, Einink
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