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ACTS OF S"NOD 

OF TilE 

CHRIS rIAH m:'PORM~J) CHURCH 

'lEW Fi'(O.! JUNE 17 TO 26, 1908, 

AT 1·!USll'mON, HIOHIGAN, UJU.1'ED sTf,'rm OF A)f'J'UCA. 

~;oRNING ,Z:lS:11CN, JUliE 17.' 

hrt.iclu 1. 

On W~cn"sri&y morning, at 10:00 ot clock, Synod \fSB convp.rlOd in 
tho Firat Christhl! Reform~~ Chur"h, Torrace Stroet, J.\usk'.l!!on, 
Micri.r;un, by Prof. L. Berkhof, Vi"c.-Pr"toldent of the Sy-ncod of 
1901) I who e li~o the ~ve~1inZ hefor~ cond~2c1..e:d th('J prayer £l~'!''II1ce 
of Olynod in the Torrac~ litr"et Ghurch, "poukj.nr, on I Pet.er ),2_4. 

P!~of. E0rkhcf" c~lled upon th.~ (lBeemblJr ~.o. flin~~ PSelrt1 l~~>'lt 
rea d Pan 11i:;8 121 an'~ 12?, prono'~nc~d tho votum, end continu(')o 
ae follows, 

ADDRl,;sS 1'0 SYiIDn 

EBteo",ed !lr~thr"n In Chrlet; minieteTe. ,,1eefA, rlel"1C3te-d 
to our broed,,"t "e811mbly; professors of our Theological Scbool, 
pre-advisors of Syno~1 

"Grac". rn~rcy, and pe.ctl be given you from God th"Fe-ther 
ann tb~ Lord J"olle Christ, throueh the opora tion of the H;>ly 
Spirit. l.m"n." 

Belov;>d Brethrenl This moment rsu:inds ue ene,/ the. t th~ 

lifo of =n forr.l a oonti.nuous circular course. Thore are 
defini ttl causee .. which 
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aro continuallY working in t'1" Hi'<I of it)dividua18 ilnd group"; 
th.~r"}' al'"O cnrtain phQl1o~l1~n!l which ul\'luys rORul t. :'hnr·,f:ro: .. ''\. Th$ 
etr~"'n of our d~no:nin .. t.io'le.l 1il" .. continuos to flow, a1\11110 
makin:; it n"ctli50ary that \'g, fiG c:--lIu'ch,::ts aonv"nt3 u.S Synod .. At 
the ''''!!Ie time, this moment "howe ua tha t with tho coni'ormi ty 
of lit'll chang<>o al~o taka place. Only Ii couple of' the brethren 
who wore membora of the Syuod of two years mgo are pr&sont at 
this one. 

It io for me a plfla8ant taak, my br"thren, to welcome you. 
It doo" OUI" heart. goad that we again may rJ.""t so many bl"~thr"n 
from ;j/lot and \lsst, to 8ee them in good health, to aee them 
ready for the work for which the Lord oalla thelll. Yet 'I" do 
not want to conoeal from you that with tho happineae that w" 
now "lljOy thore is alRo a note of aadneso in our heJart. Among 
us a ront haa been torn, whioh continues to ~ri"ve us. The I 
Synod of' 1906 elected Rev. H. Van lloogen.ac ita preSident, an~ 
we had the privileg" to work at'his aid". We naturally lived 
in the expectation, that he wo.uld· open the Synod of 1908, b",_ 
cauD". although our brothClr was advanced in year", he .never­
thel~Bs displayed youthful strength. But thia might not take 
placo; tho LOrd had plann~d otherwiae. And a1 though our hearta 
are fill<td with corrow, wet do not begrudge him the rest,but 
thank the Lord for the good that-he for many yoars cauBed 
us to enjoy in him. 

Still a couplet of others passed .. way within the taat 
two :loars. Rev. J. E. De Groot, who already was not well 
when the last Synod met, has sinoo died in tho. Lord; and ·aleo 
leader J. Molhoek, from Noordelooa, was called up from the 
battle. l'hoy reet from their lebore end thoir works do follow 
them. Let un work while it is day, beforo the night comes in 
which no ono can work. 

"",.. 
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Looking back it eurely oannot be denied' the. t we have much 
reBBOn to thank the nalll" of ·the Lord, Laet year Wit might COlli-
memmorate that for fifty yenre the Lord haD carried ue a8 a 
denomination. History has shown that the Ohurch which.we love 
had the capaoity to live. That it has the otrength to live 
was seen by the continuous developmen~ which it dieplayed, a1-
thou",,} at first alow, later quickly and powerfully. And now 
it does not befit us to boaat, but Tather 1.l1at we cry out with 
the Psalmist, IILord. we re<nembor thy lovingkindnese in the . 
midst of thy temple.~ 

Continuing to. develop, we a6 fl. Church alao came to grea ter 
nelfconooioueneea: Slowly on we are beginning to experience 
more and better that we have a task of our own to perform in 
this gr6at country; we are asking more for the unadulterated 
prinCiples which should gUiue us in our work; we 8 re seeking 
more for the rip,ht application of the principleD in conneotion 
with the s1tuation~ Which wo find in t.hie land. Therewith, it 
oeemo to me, we have touched upon the question, which now 
appear in various forum before Synod, and which will keep our 
churchoD bUBy in this land for may yeare to como. The know­
led~" of our principlee and the correct application of thom 
in relation to th" .. epirit of this land, is the p:rtlllt central 
point to which our att'mtion must be direoted. Henoe thie 
Synod and future Synods are for UB of such grout importance. 
We also run into danger from two vidos, On the one hand there 
i. danger that in the futur" we, in many respects, .will Simply 
follow in the path other churche" are walking in. That natural­
ly ie very eacYI with all kinds of practical reasons one oan 
eaoily make hilll8elf gullible that this in the best; and· the 
other churches would naturally compliment us, if we did this. 
On the other hand there io the danger tha.t we Dimply imitate 
the Netherland61 that we. having embraced tho sarno prinCiples 
tha.t our brothers have on the other aid" of the ocean, now 
seek to apply them in the Bame manner. We cannot 

.""", 
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approv .. ' the on" or tho other. \10 muot continually etudy our 
principloe more thoroughly, and we lI1uet increasingly learn 
to understand tho oituatione in our country better, eo that 
by the> application the former takes into consideration the 
latter. Hay the King of the Church aleo give thie Synod the 
wi.dor~ to lJ18.intain the principle. which "We cherish, and in 
practico to point out thoee ovenuoo whi~h will the moet ad_ 
Vane" the, honor of HiB Name and the coming of Hie Kingdom. 
Oome, let U8 thereto seek the bleBning of the Lord. 

I have aaid it. 

Artiole 2. 

After the Prayer of Prof. Berkhof the oredentials wer~ 
preBented. The following brethren apoeared to have been 
delega ted. 

Olaoeie Grand Hapide Eaet 

Heve. J. 'J. Hiemanga, Y. P. De Jong. F. J. Drost 
Elders I •• Drukkllr, J. Ooeterhuis, J. Hendrikema 

GlaoBie Grand Rapids Weet 

Reve. H. Beete, J. Keizer, F. Doezema 
Elders 1>. Hekman, It. Hook, A. Boeoh 

01aoeio Hackene~ck 

Revs. J. A. Weetervelt, J. L. Van Tielon 
Elder J. Boer 

01a88i8 Holland' 

Reve. 1-1. Yall Veeaem, J. Manni, R. L. Haan 
Elders H. Boech, G. W. Mokma, A. Peters 

0180si8 Hud.on 

Reve. 1'. Eketer, L. Bouma, H. Tule 
Elders,O. Vander Keoi, F. Zeeuw, M. Beinema 

01a68ie Illinois 

Revs. O. De Leeuw, K. KUiper, Ii. Borgman 
Elders P. G. De Boer, G. W. Ny6~~uis. S. Hoekstra 

Cbaeie Iowa 

Reve. ~. Bos; T. Vander Ark, I. Yan Dallen 
Elders G. Vander Hart, N. D. Vander Kieft, \i. Van Steenbergen 
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G1a80is Muskegon 

Rev8. J. lIyngaarden, S. 3. Vander Heide. J. Walkotten 
Elders G. Trap, E. Dekker, J. Schreur 

01aoeie Orange City 

Revs. J. Gulker, J. Vander May, L. Van Dallen 
Elders A. Cupido, S. Van Otterloo, H. De Vries 

Olaaeie Ost Friosland 

Reve. G. L. Hoefker. J. Ple8~cher. H. O. Bode 
Eldera H. Vande Riet, G. Sinke. A. Tjepke 

Article 5. 

The credentials are receiv~d. It wae alao decided to Beat 
the th<loloe;ical professors ae pre_advisors, and Rev. A. Keizer 
88 reporter. 

Article Ij, 

The following officers of Synod wero elect5d, 
President - Rev. J. Manni 
Vice_President _ Rev. I. Van Dellen 
First Olerk _ Rev. H. Beeta 
Ssoond Clerk - Rev. M. Van Veassm 

Article 5. 

The offioero take their place on the platform. The presi­
dent Bpeake 8 few· fi ttinp; worde ·of thanks and w"lcome, and 
led in prayer, whereafter Synod ,adjourn~d until 2100 p.m. 

WEDNIUODAY AI"TE:RNOON SIUOSlON. 

Article 6. 

The vice-president, Rev. I. Van Dellen, held opening de_ 
votions. The preaident then read, the Public Declaration. Synod 
rOBe and answered in the affirmative. 

Article 7. 

Decision with reepect to e6ssioneJ morniny,e 
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from 8100 to 11s~01 afternoons from 2,00 to 6$00, with a 15 
minute recess at 9$45 and }I;O. 

Artiole 8. 

After Synod decided accordiDf to custom to appoint com­
mittoes of pre-advice, the chairman app0inted the following 
brethron to eorvo for the appointmerlGof committoes of pre­
advice. Revs. K. AUipor, E. Boe, r. Ekater, J. J. Hiem5nga, 
J. A .. Ite.t .. rvolt, J. \/yngeardon, H. O. Bod"l and the eldere 
G. W. Moklila, E. Uekman, S. Van Otterloo. Thes" brethren depart 
to bagin their work. 

'Article 9. 

'rhe chairman appointe aa Obituary Committee Revs. R. L. 
lIaan, F. J. Dro.t, and S. BoUl ... ; CO!Jl1lli ttee for recaption at 
delegates from oorresponding churchee Reve. J. Walkotten, W. 
Borgman, O. De Leeuw; Oommittee on Appointmenta Revs. H. Beets, 
Q, De Leeuw, J. L. Van Tielon, T. Vander Ark, and elder A. 

IPot.ere. 

Article 10. 

Synod list.ened to addressee by Dr. J. W. BrookS of the 
Chicago Tract SOCiety, and Rev. A. M. Malcom of the Aesociate 
Presbyterian. At the request of the president tho first clerk 
responded to thene brethren. The requeet of Dr. Brooks for 
congrogationsl collections for the Tract Sooiety wae placed 
in ~~~ hsnde of the Oommittee for Varia, which will report 
concerning thie and other requesta. (Of. Art. 58, x.) 

Article 11. 

The foliowing reports were read and received ae informa­
tion, to be handed over to the various committees ad hoo$ 
Report of the Synodical CO!l1lJlitt"", (Supplement I); Report 
of the Ouratorium cnd ths Theological School, (Sup~lement 
II); ~eritUB Board, (Supplement VI,·Of. Art. 67, 4)1 
Churoh Help Committee, (Supplement VII, Of. Art. 49). 
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Artie le 1,2. 

The Stated Olerk read the following letters from. 
1. The G6reformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands • 

. 2. The Gnera 1 Synod of the Reform.ad Presbyterian Church. 
;5. The Reformed Ohurch of South Africa. 
4. The General 01aB8is of the Old heformed Church in 

Garme.ny. 

Gratefully received aa information. 

Articl". 1,. 
~~a Report of the Committee for the appointment of Oo~ 

m1ttaGB of Pre-Advice 10 read and acceptedr 
Esteemed Brethrenl 

Your Oommitte" proposes the following Comm1tteee tor 
Pre-Adv 1c e I 

I. For the Theological School and Colleges RElvs. KUiper, 
Manni, Keizer, Ekater, Vand<!r Ark; Elders Mokma, Cupiilo, Druk­
ker, end 'l'rap. Pr,,_AdvhorBI Profs. Berkhot and Rook •• To re~ 
port TIlureday aftarnoon. 

II. For Domestic and Jewieh Mie"ionsl Revs. Yam Tielen. 
Hiemenga. , H. O. Bode, I. Van Dellen, Eldera Vande!: Keol, 
De Boer, Van Otterloo, and Sogreur. Advieors Prof. Ten goor. 

III. For Het1then Mieoiona$ Reve. BO·8, De Leeuw, Beets, 
Vander Hey; Elders H. Boech, Oooterhuie, Boer, and Beinema. 

IV. Publication, Ohurch Songs, and Oonfessionsl Reve. 
Hsan, Borgman, Gulker, Westervelt; Elders Zeeuw. Van Steenbergen, 
Tjepkac. and Dekker; Advisors Prof. Hemkes. 

V. Churoh Order and Church PolitYI Revs, Ple"echer, 
Wyngaarden, Drost, Tuls) Elders Peters, Hoek, Vander Hart, 
and l!"ndrikBma. Advisorel Prof. Heyna. 

VI. Varias Reve. Doezema, De Jong, Bouma, L. Van Dellen; 
Elders Sinke. De Vries, Vander Kieft, and A. B08ch. 

VII, Protests and Appeale and the Emeritus boards Reve. 
Van Veeeem, Hoefker, Vander Heide. Walkotten; Elders Nyenhuis, 
Vander Riet, Hoekstra, Hekman. 

'. 
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Article 14. 

Deoided to adjourn until Thursday afternoon at 2,00 0' 

clock in order to give the corrunitteee an opportunity to en­
gago in their work. 

Gloaing Devotions. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION, JUNE lB. 

Article 15. 

Opening Devotione. The minutes of Wednesday's seesion 
were read and approved. An invitation to visit the Hackley 
Manual Traini!\:,>; School this evoning for those delegfl tea thll t 
could att~nd wae accepted. 

Article 16. 

Rev. J. Noordewier, the Synodical Treasurer. presents 
hie report, which wae received and placed in the handa of 
the COlllnlitte" Hev. I. Van Dallen end Hader G. W. l.iokma for 
examination, and to report later if the books were found in 
order. 

It wae aleo decided to adopt a quote of l~¢ per family. 
Synod only re_imburbos the traveling expense" of the dele­
gatee to and from Muokegon. 

RE+'ORT OF THE SYNODICAL TREASURE:R 

1906 - 190B 

Reoeived from Five Glaaeee 
piebursed to Five Ola"oeel 

Orange City, Hudeon, Iowa, 
Oat Fri"Aland, H"ck~nesck 

Shortage for the previoua Syn. year 
DieburBements for printinf of Agenda,­

Acte, t.raveling expen.es, etc. 
Tota 1 j;iebul'Bement 
Balance. June 1, 1908 

J. Noordewier. 
Synodical Treasurer 

_.536.91 
2}.€a 

$~oO.24 
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Article 17. 

Rev. Ekster reports for the Committee of Prs-Adv1oo 
on ilia ttere pertaining to the Theologioal School and Collogo. 
Tho report a8 finally reoeived and adopted is a8 follow.; 

Report of the COlllDlittee with respect to the Theolog1cal 
School and College. 

1) Synod instruot the Ouratoriu~ concerning the re_inoor_ 
poration of the Theological School; tho State of Michigan givee 
a oorporation a ~O year right of existence. 

Your COll1I&ittoe advisee Synod to incorporate under the 
Aot, Part 21, Chapter 218, Seotion 8140, of the Compiled Laws 
of 1897. Adopted. 

,Moreover Synod gave the Curatorium the liberty te in­
oorporate under two Acto, the one for the theological seminary 
and the othsr for the college. ThiB liberty waa granted 80 that 
the Trustoe., IU well u the Ourators could aot for the rights 
in a twofold capaoity, for bcth the college and the seminary. 

2) Synod urges the Olaeeee to appoint Clae,eioal Treasurers. 

Your Oommittee propoees the fo11owingrulees 

1) The ecolesiastical year Bhall run'froa June 1 te 
May ~l of the following year. ," , 

2) In each Claleia a treasurer ehall be appointed 
for onoyear, ae well ao an alternate. Theee may 
,be re-elected. The dut1ea of the 01as6ical Treasurer 
ehall consiat af the followings 
.) He ahall receive collections and special efferinge 

for all denominational funds. 
b) After having received those funds ho ahall aa 

lOon as 'poer.ibh sond a receipt and i!lta to in 
which'number of De Waohter the accounting ehall 
be placed. 

0) He ehall give an account on a wuklybae1ll in 
": De Waohter and The Banner. 

d) At the first meeting of GI9.IB8ie after May ~l. 
he shall render an annual report, incerporating 
what eadlcongregation haa contributed to the 
various funda. After Claesia has approved tho ra_ 

0: port,it ehall be publiahed in De Wachter and 
The Banner. 

~) The Treaeure,re of the, General Fonda and thoir al­
ternates Shall bo appointed by 

' .. 
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the lltandi,np; committ"e". The d!ltiCl6 of these treasurers 
oonsists of the following$ 
a) They ehall receive tho collections and offerings 

from tho Olaee ica 1 Treallurere. They shall no longer 
account for t.he collections and offerings eeparately 
and weekly ae formerly, but once p"r month and 
01a88ical. . 

b) After having received the funu6, he ahall as a80n 
as poesible send a reoeipt for the amount received 
by means of a postcard, and atate·in what nl.\lIIber 
of De Wachter the acoounting Bhall be publiehed. 

0) At the annual meeting he shall file hie annual re­
port in which shall be incorporated whftt hae boftn 
contributed by each Cla •• ie, ae well as a epecific 
account of the di.bur.ements. This report h~ving 
been approved by th6 various committae8 are to be 
publiehed in De Wachter and The Banner. Theso re_ 
porte must aloo be incorporated in ,the reports by 
the varioua 6ecr~tariea to be placed in the Aota 
of Synod. 
Grounds$ a) Unity of' administration. 

b) Simplica tion of adlllinie tra tion. 
c. Saving of expenees. 
d) Careful oontrol" Adopted. 

;) Synod decide to lIl8ke a revision with ro'pect to Art., 
5 of the Rules for the Gura toriulll. , Your Comilli ttelt advises 
that the revision be mede ae found in the Agenda, 

~Th" Ouratorium ehall hald its annual moeting in June 
at tho time Df the examin~tione. The examinations are given 
by the Faculty in coopera tion with the Gura toriutll. The Cura_ 
toriulll decides whether a student io to be ad~itted to ad_ 
vanced study or haft the right to a diplome. In September 
with tho opening of the Bchocl or at any other time e epecial 
meeting may be called if th .. ~'x8cutiV" Comlllitt .. o judge" that 
it is nec ,,8 Ba ry. Adopted. 

it) Prof. G. K. Hemkees Concerning the professor your 
Committee advisee the followings 

a) At hie requeBt to grant honorable emeritatiop to Prof. 
Hemke8. with the provi.ion that he remain amellIber of 
the Faculty with adviBory vote. 

b. That hOI function ae librarian of the School. 
c. That he receive a peneion of $500.00 per year. 

Adopted. 



5) The Curatorium 1e provisionally empewered to appoint 
an instruotor for the cellege department with respect to the 
sciencee if a qualified penon i8 available. Ad8pted. Cf. 
Arts. ~ and ;1, 6. 

6) The Synod rll_appoint Mr. S. S. Poetma au Treuur.u'. 
Adopted. 

Article 18. 

l4ith the retirement of Fref. Hem\{es. it made it neceseery 
t$ el~ct a professor for historical theology. and ,Synod de_ 
cided to make a grose of the beet qualified perpona for this 
position. Decided to vote between the highest fives Rev. G. D. 
De Jone. 41 vote8) Prcf. B. K. Kuiper, 28, Praf. A. E. Broene, 
16, Dr. R. Janaun, 12; Rov. H. Beeto, 10. 'I'he 1ut named with­
drew, ae that Synod went into Executive Committee to coneider 
the first four. After discussion it waB decidedl ftSince Art. 
79. Aota 1906, (p. 48), waB not carried cut by the Cureto!'ium, 
for this time to have the Churcn Order 12, p. ;7. te tunctien. 

Rev. S. Boa led in prayer. After this voting took place. 
with the result that Rev. G. D. De Jong waa elected with 36 
votes age,inot Prof. Brllone with 21 votee. Hewas'givenuntll 
next Wednesday to mak~ hie decieien. (Of. Art. 45.) 

Article 19. 

Synod adjourned with thanksgiving by Pro~HeMkes. who 
addrceeed the saBolnbly with a few w$11-choeen worda for the 
oonfidence and tru!t placed in him during the, many years as 
pr'f~ea.r in our Ohuroh. 

. " 
'. ",' 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION, JUNE 19. 
,";' 

Opening Devotions. 



Article 21. 

The minut. ... of the pr"vioue day were read and approved. 
Rev. U. Bode, alt~rnnte for Rev. Doezema, wae aeatod upen a­
gre"laent wi th the pub lie deo La ra tion. 

Article 22. 

Rev. W. Heyne weB elected aa professor of practical the­
ology by a vote of 5) from 55 ballots cast. Likewise P~ofe8.or 
J. G. Vanden Boach wa. elected to tenure with 55 out of 54 
votes. 

Artiole 2). 

The profe£Bors W. Rinck. A. S. Broene (Of Art. 52), B. K. 
Kuiper (Of. Art. )6), and E. L. Van Dellen (Of. Art. 56), 
were ro-appointed for B "poriod of 6 years. In the name of 
Synod the ~'.iret Olerk caet the ballot for this eleation. 

Article> 24. 

The Oommittee for the Theological Sohool propose. the 
following- in accordance with a preposal fron 01"'8i8 It'linoiR 
ae found in the Agendal 

Synod take into con" id ~rl1 tion wi". t ie being done and wha t 
should be done to mak~ our college co~plete • 

.. ) That Synod call to the attention of all 0166eo .... word 
that the congregation .. under their resort be alertod 
which have done nothing or little to alert the~ to their duty 
in this rna ttar; 

b) The the Ouratorium be mandated to atteMpt to organize 
e complete oollege in two years. 

Furthermore, the following motion wu adeptedl 

Wi th reeoeot to the proposed change .. 1' 10e6 tiol! or tho 
enlargement of the. Theological School, it wae decided to man­
date the Quratorium to look "round for fitting grounds and 
DbtainAble funds, and report to the next Synod. ~ith respeot 
to provid .. for the need of room the Ouratorium 18 empowered 
to rent 
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or buy a Buitab1e locality, it p08oib1e in the vioinity et the 
lIohool. ' 

It ill alBo decideds Th .. Ouratorium add to the publication 
at thiB matter the request to und the eventual proposals 
in bef .. re Septembor·1. Should there be one ofrer alllGngl1lt all 
thoee that heve been examined that ap!,eara to be particul;ary 
advantageous and qualified for our purp~ee, then the Ouratorium 
has the right to acoept it, in th~ svent ~hat etherwiee this 
opportunity would be lost. 

Article 25. 

0108ing Devotions. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

Article 26, 

Opening Devotione 

Article 27. 

The discussion is continued with respeot to tho report 
of the Oommittee of Pre-advice with respect to the Theological 
Scheol, as followe. 

Yeur Oommittee hae considered the last part of the report 
of the ~uretorium, see Acts 1906. p. 55. v, and advises Syned. 

1) To approva the first part of tho report of the Oura_ 
torium, which readss That Synod anower in the affirmative the 
questions af Prof. ten Hoor. These questions are. 

a) "May I in my teaching preoeed ·from ttle principle 
that God 1e the object of Theology:" 

b) "May I also therein prooeed from the principle 
,that the Ohurch haa the hip,heat authority over 
Theological Bcionce and OVer our Theolegical 
School!M ' 

2) That, in conaequonce of the mandate of the previous 
Synod to give grounds for the denominational standpoint 
taken BO far, to declare the followings 

-Thie mandate of Synod proceeds from the idea that 
our Ohurph thuB far hee taken a definite stand in thh metter, 
namely,that God is the object of Theology, and that tho Church 

'·l'Iu the highostauthor1ty over Theobgical science and the 
Theological School. New, 
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evidently the Synod of 1906 did not mean. with ita mandate 
that all 'poaaible ~rounda should be adduced for this otandpoint. 
We prefer to believe thet it merely wanted to have the Oure_ 
t.oriuro to Bdduq" a r"w grounds. which led the Ohuroh to thiB 
atandpoint without Bununing up various p'roofa. which later are 
added for the justification of this position. And thus your 
Oommitte6 beliovea the Church hae taken. this standpoints 

1. Ooncerning the first point upon the following groundS$ 
1) Because God i6 presented to us in the Holy Scrip­

t.urea ae the object of our knowledge. Among othere 
aee r John 5120, John 1715; 

2) Because our Belgic Oonfeeion in Article II Baye that 
we know God by two means. which are thon mentioned. 
R6rein and that which follows procuodafrom the 
id9a that God is the object of our knowledge; 

3) Because Reformed Theologians in the couree of time 
declared, the one' loee and the other more cloarly 
that in Theology God is tho object. Calvin says! 
Inot., Book I, Oh. 2, 51, "Ooncerninp; new the knol1-
ledge of God 1 understand it not ,only that Wo under-

. Qtend that a God "xi~ts. but whoreby w" know wha t 
we must know concorning Him.~ etc. 

Mastricht say. in Vol. I, p. 55, p!lr. 45. (Ed. 17i+9)s 
"0hriatlanTheolog'J ~roc"eded uniquely 'from God, 
concerning God and dealing "i th matters divine. 
reaohing toward God and leuding and bringing man." 

Pio''tet calla it (Ohristian TheologY, Vol. I. p. 1), 
~ The Mord Theology llloans the science which leado man 
-to God and the divine." '!'heoe statem<mta could 
be multiplied. 

II. Ooncerning tho second point, upon the following groundss 

1) Becauc" according to the Holy Word the Church of 
. God haa boon entrusted with the 'vord 01' God, Rom. 
532; it is tho pillar and ground of t!1<1 truth, 
I Tim. 5115; and it lauot take Clue for the continual 
truotworthy proclamation of tho truth; 

'2) Becau.e God hesgiven the promise til His Church, 
, tha t He would lead it by Hie Spirit in all truth, 

and therelin gav" the guarante" that it would keep 
the Itord of God in puri tYi 
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;) Becauoe Theology is generallY taught with an eye 
t.o praot1~al matt~rB. that ie, with an eye to the 
preaohing of the Word, and the Church naturally 
has a great interest in the ferming of ito future 
lIIinis ters. 

After oOllle diecuesion a substitute lIIotion was made, 
Maynod appnve the deoision of the Oura ~.oriuDl and accept it 
with this underatanding, that Synod appoint a Oommittee to 
oenelder the relationship between the Theolo~ical School Rnd 
the Church, Rnd to roport a t the next Synod. This is rej eo t.ed. 
No.w another 8ubstitute lII"tilm is made ef the following cent"nt.. 
ftOoncerning the second pelnt insofar a8 it CGncernO the rela_ 
t.ionship ef the mlurch to the Theological Sehool, Synod pro_ 
oeeding from the fRotual situatiDn that. the Ohuroh has estab_ 
lished the Theological Scheol and mpintaine it, declares that 
it considers this existing relationship in this principial 
JllBnner, that the Theological SeheDl a8 an institution fer 
prepnratiDn fer theminiatry af the Word proceede from the 
Church, and that it therefare i8 tha property of the Church, 
and under its authority.·· 

lifter lengthy diecuaa1an, slao with respect to this sub_ 
stitute a motion was made tD send this substitute t. the Oon­
sistories for deliberation, lind then Olaases, and that there­
after th" next Synod make a deoision in this matter. In con­
formity with the deciSion of the Ouratsrium, Synod did net 
further enter into theae matters. 

Article 28. 

Ola.sia adjourned until Handay 2s00 p.lII. (Hosing Devot1eno. 

MONDAY AFTb:RNOON SESSION, JUNE 22. 

Article 29. 

Opening Devotions. 

Article ;50. 

Roll call. No changes exoept that Elder Ruster takes the 
place of Elder A. Bosch. He agrees with the Public Declaration. 
Rev. Il. Fryling was Beated with !!dvisory vote concerning 1118t­
terw pertaining te the Heathen Missions. 
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Articlo ,1. 
An invitation from the Goodrich Traneportation Co. 

tor a boat rid~ on Tuesday waD accepted with thanko. It 
WIle decided to hold B evening e"saion beginning Ilt "1100. 

Article ,2. 
" After the Report of the ao" rd of He .. then M;'9sion was read 

and received .. 0 informatiun, the Report of the Committee of 
Pre_~dvice for Heathen Miaaions wo" considered. Reporter Rev. 
O. Pe Loeuw. The report as it was finally adoptod is a8 fol­
lowss 

Report of the Oom~itt66 of Pre-advice 
for Heathen Missions. 

Esteemed Fathers and Brethrenl 

Your OQmmittee haD the fol10wing t@ repert: 

I. 'rhe Oommitt"e is of the opinion that th .. cQnclusion& 
in tho report concerning th" question, "whether .. call fer II. 

miwsienary may b3 oxtended by .. Ciessls or Synod," (Art. loB, 
2" Acts 1906), are acceptable 00 that t~ey are in harmony 
with the decl.ration of the congr"?Btion of Fourth Paterson, 
which is a9 followo$ "Since tho major assemblies of. our Church­
es in ClaSHes or ~ynod form a legal representation of those 
churcheo, it follows that not only may each Gen.ietory separ­
ately call and ordain a Minioter of the Word, but that besides 
each Ol~Bei8 and Syned in combined assembly may do so where 
a Minister of the Word is, needed for joint work. M Adopted 

II. Yeur Oommitte" believes that en6 should eo even 
further than the repllrt, being convinced tho, t. where a Mission 
i9 carried on by jsint action, that the 01a98ia or Classes or 
Synod concerned, as the circumstance may be, must jointly 
call and send QUt.. 

Herewi th the overtures Df the Classes Grand Rapids 
West, IllinOiS, and Orange 01ty are answered. At tbe same time 
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herewith the prepasal oontained in the minority report i8 re­
jected. Adepted. 

Against the aoceptance ·of Point II the fallowing protest 
was regiBtered I 

PROTEST 

The undersigned protest againet the deoiaion of S:,rnod as 
stated in number 2 of the Report of the Oomm1ttee of Pre­
advioe for Heathen Miseione; 

In the first plaoe, because no grounds are given, which 
should have been done with the acceptance of Such a deep radi_ 
oal principle, the moreeo since the Consistories and the Olas­
see could not anticipate that such a proposal would be brought 
to Synod, and that thus this question could not be weighed 
and o.iscul!sed .in a f1 ttingDIBnnerj 

In the. second Pla~e.·8) because this decision wilLllllld 
to the introduction of general officee which is· not found·in-Scrip_ 
ture aftar tho tima of the Apostlos and Evangelists, b) be-
oause 1n the calling to these offioes the offics-bearers 
free themllelvee from the congrega tion by which by right pri­
modie.lly reets the matter of calling ae appears from Acts ls2~1 

·,.6'4-6;. 15Jl-~1 II Cor. 8s19, as alao from the Belgic Oonfes_ 
. alon ~rt. ~l, the Churoh Order, Artioles 4 and 5. and from the 

'.," forma for the ol'dinatlon·of"offioe-besrorel c) beCB.use the 
church ,order which does not recognize such general offices, 
makes no provision for the ecolesiastical position for those 
chosan Office-bearers, because as office-bearers they cannot 
be a members of any Oonsistory; d)-because this dcciaion will lea~ us 
inexorably in the arme of Collegialla~. which threateris us 
from all Sides. 

I. Van Dellen 
E. Heklllan 
H. De Vries 

III; In the event that Synod adopta the principle that for 
joint action in miSSion work among the heathen the calling 
should proceed from the 01sos1e or Claeses or Synoe, who un­
dertake thie work jointly, your Oommittee advisoe that Synod 
appoint a committee of three to report'to the next Ilynodand 
to proposs·the necessery revisions in the proeent funtioning 
rules together with the form for the ordination of Hieeionary 
Minist.srs of the Word among the heathen, 80 that IIII1ttere will 
conform with 

" , 

. ". . , .,. 
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the adopted principle. Adopted. For members of the Oom~ittee 
eee Art. 80. 

IV. With r08pact to the overture of 01B881s Iowa your 
Oommittee recommende the proponel of thie Cleseis, that the 
Board of Heathen Missions pay three_quartore of the traveling 
expen8es of the delegate of 01aeoisl a) becauee ClaEsie Iowa 
is already burdened with eo many traveling expenseD; and b} 

becaus~ the pre8ence of this dolegato among the brethren 
is financially to the advantage for the Mission by addreesing 
MiSSion ,,'oasts, etc. Adopted. 

V. The Board of Heathen Missions gave us the following 
proposalo for consideration, which your Oommittee recommends 
for adoption. 

1. Formal approbation for the appointment of Hev. G. D. 
De Jong a8 Treasurer. Adopted. 

2. ExpreSSion of a word of thanks of the Ohurch of the 
former treasurer, the Hon. J. \v. Garvelink. Adopted. 

~. The definite releaeo of brother A. Vander ·Wagen. 
(Of. the Report of the Heathen MiSSions, Supplement IV, aub. II.), 
Adopted. 

I~. '['hat the principalship of the Zuni Mission be made in­
dependent from the Navajo MiBsion, BO that the present Minis­
ter of the Word or hin successor shall be principal in his 
own dOllll'in. To grants permiSsion in connection herawi th to make 
the necessary reviSions in a few terms in the Rulas as found 
in Ar.t. 25. In place of "The Board appoint one of the mission­
ariee as prinCipal missionary," to Buhstitute "The Board ap_ 
pointe for each field one of the missionaries ae ~rincipal· etc. 
Adopted, with the understanding that the elimination of this 
entire principalDhip be referred to the Oommittee under num­
ber III mentioned abovo. or. Art. 80. 

5. Permission be granted to place a teacher at Zuni £or 
~~OO.OO per years with board and room. The purpoDe is that.such 
a Siaters a) that ehe teach the children of the luiBBionarYI 
b) perform field work; c) begin a Ohristain School at Zuni. 
Roome can eoeily be prOVided in the MiSsion House. Adopted. 

6. Permission granted to eret a mission hospital at Re_ 
hoboth. At first a building for ~.500.00, to which additione 
can be made. Adopted. 

7. Permission grant6d to opnoint a Christian doctor 
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for tho institution and itinerate work for a opeoif1c period 
of yoore for a salary of $1.?00.00 per year, even BII the 
minietere of the Word, with their Quatomary emoluments, ac. 
cording to Art. ;2 of the Rules. Adopted. 

8. Permioeion to build a home for the doctor and his 
family for about $1,200.00. Adoptod. 

9. Permission granted for a epecial 0011eot10n for the 
for the purpose mentioned in 6 and 8. Granted. 

10. Permission grsnted when there io need to appoint a 
nurse for tho Rehoboth Hospital. Adopted. 

11. Oonoerning the following point your Oommittee with­
hold ita adVice, and senda it withcut further ccm:nent to ·SY'ncd. 

Synod is informed that our miBaionariee in relation­
Ship with other ProteBtant 14iseionariee in thoee areas met in 
a ccnfsrenoo. and have agrred not only to a desired uni.ty in 
the language, spelling, and terminology of Navajo piblioationa 
be taken, but also to divide the mission field among the dif­
forent denomilltl tiona. ~lhich aro wOl'lting there at the present. 
The Navajo Exploration Oom~ittee of this Southwest Indian Uon­
ferenctl. he.ll after mature deliberation recolll!llemdod that the 
field around 'tohatohi n. 1. 25 'Uil60 north therefrom, 60 miles 
south, 15 miles wast, and 160 miles eaet, with approximately 
~.OOO t~.6.oo0 Indians be the rearonoibility cf our Ohuroh. 
The Board ~sks Synod wheth6r it can agree therwith. The in­
epector who was present at one of theoe conferences in 1907 
brought in a favorable report concerning the work of the con­
forence. Recoived as information. 

12. Your Oommittea furtheT.adviaee that permission be given 
to call a eecond miseiolltlry among the Navajoe. The purpose is 
to place him at Oovered Springs, in the Indian language Thoki_ 
iejee, 25 miles northeast of Rehoboth and 40 miles southeast 
of Tohatchi, or at Waa-in-tRnh, not far from Seven Lakes, 20 
mUes nortl). of l.{oUnt Taylor. 60 miles from .tho spur, and about 
60 milas from Tohatchi, and :55 milC38 from Cover ... d, Springs or 
of Pueblo Alto. The Board has not yet oompleted it conferences 
with the mission force which of the two hae preference, if we 
want only one field. It is necessary that a third missionary 
be appointed, but the Board doee not experience the freedom 
to p~op08e this to Synod. Adopted. 
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1). Permission be grant"d to call a aecond miuaionary for 
Zuni, if the ~ay thereto is opened before tho next Synod. 

Adopted. 

14. Your Gommittee alBa advisee to raies th& remuneration 
of the secretary and the troasurer from 350.00 to ~100.00. 
since thoir work and responsibility incr~ses •. Adopted. 

15. Finally, we inform Synod that the followinr, brethren 
wera eleoted or re_"lected to reprosent their Te£pective 
Glasees as mambare of the Board, for whom the approbation of 
Synod i8 requested. 

Grand Rapids Fast. Rev. J. B. Hoeketra 

Grand Rapide Weat Rev. H. Beate 

Hackensack Rev. J. Dolfin 

Holland Rev. W. Do Groot 

Hudson Rev. G. Weatenberg 

IllinoiS Revf1 €. Breen 

Iowa Rev., T. Vander Ark 

Muekegon Rev. R. Bolt 
Rev. W. P. Van Wyk Orange Oity 

Oat Friealand Rev., H. Ahuis 

Article ". 

Gloeing Devotions. 

TUESDAY MORNING SESSION, JUmi: 2, 

Article ;4. 

Openinr, Devotions. 

Ariele ,5. 

Adopted. 

D5eidedthat the officers of synod inform tha literary 
professors of their re-e.poointments. 

The officers of synod have already Bent letters of call 
to the theological professor (Artt. 18, 22). 
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Article ,6. 
. 1M .:rant"d 

A.t hiB request Prof. E. I,.· Van Denen (Cf. ltrt. 25J.a .two 
year leave of absence to continue hla studte8,· 
(or. Art. ,7, 6). Synod also gave permission ~ grantthe-re­
pOintmont. of Prof. B. K, Kuip .. r sa. lttsrIJ.ry' profeosol' (Art. 
2,), with the prov1eion that he at any t~me has the right to 
aocopt 1\ call. 

Article ,7. 
Oont.inuat1on .. of: tho Report of Pr0-lAdvioo concerning the 

mat.tore of the Theological School. Reporter, P. ~koter. 

1) Ooncerning Art. 79, Acts 1906. Your Oommittee is of 
the opinion that this article should be referred back 
to the iJuratorium. To which it adds that this ia valid 
for the literary professors aa well aa t.he theological 
profeasorD. Adopted 

2) Synod declare the desirability tha\ in various plaaee 
in our country aoademies be .,etabliehed wh<!lre inetruc .. 
tion can be given in the R@formed spirit. 01a8ei8 IllinoiS. 
Your Oommittee i6 of the opinion that this is desirable. 

Adopted. 

,)The third point on ~ege seven of the Agenda from Olas­
uis Haol{ensack, Synod review ita deoision conoerning 
the number of Ourators from aeeh 01essio, 'p. ,0, Art. 
62, Aots 1906, end have one Ourator from each ·Claeeia. 
Grounde for reviews 

1) Ohenge in the mathod of examinations. 
2) Inorease of Classes. . 

Your Oommittee judgaa not to snter into this point 
oonoerning s change, which Synod hee already adopted 
in the Rules of the Ouratorium. Adopted •. 

4) Synod declere that students who live in the Eaat. or '-.. 
W~st. of the· Miasisoippi will not heve to pav tuition 
to our Bchool in Grand napida, sa a fair consideration 
for the high traveling exoenaee, which theee students 
have to psy annually. 01sBsis Orange Oity. 
Your Oommittee is of·the opinion that atudsnte who 

live in Montana, Wyoming, Oolorado, snd Hew Mexioo, 
and west. of these 
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States .hou1d be freed from paying tuition, and to leave the 
.'rest .aB. it now is. Adopted. 

5) In connection with the overture of Cnassia Iludson, 
Aots 1906. Art. 62, 6,d01a881& advisee that the Oollage to 
be eatabliah'3d pro" .. ed from the Church, and remain united 
wi th the Church, M your Comuni ttea has ths following to reports 

,Your Oommittee understands the question of the rela­
tionship. between the Oollege end the Church in the future not 
as €I. qt1estion that has to be answered from principial po1nt~ 
of view. and that for the following reaGonSI " 

1) because, 8uppoeing that one accepted as principle 
that the Ohurch mllst oara for literary a8 well a8 
theological preparation for its future »Unieters, 

" ll\1ch cannot give the go ahead sign, since in the 

, ~. 
;. ... ;, I . 

futurG slao the Oollege will not only bG a p%"8pa­
.. 'ratory Bchool, but also a general institution for 
. lidvanced 'Gducat-ionl 

". '.~" .'::' 2) beoeuse, althouv.h in a principial sonaa 11:. i6 :lIafer 
for a Oollege-to originatefrcm lit ;particular :in.itia­
tive, it cannot be denied that the Ohurch, if it 
thinks for one reason or ancther thia would be de_ 
sirable, has the right to support and manage a 
Oollege; 

.,;) because a Oollegeproceeding from th~' Church can 
on.ly·mean that the Chllrch support, csrB for, and 
t.llerefore has the highest authority;, not that the 
Church in ita official capacity gives instruction. 
This last has so far not happened ss yet •. For ,,11 
these reasons it appears to your Oommittee that 
practioal conBiderations in this matter must, de­
cide. And then your Oomnll, Uee advises that the 
Oollege and the Ohurch remain united in this eense, 
that tho Ohurch support, take care of, and have the 
highest authority over the Oolleges . 
1) because the Church then haa greater assurance 

. 'that aleo with respect to the Gollege consider­
ation will be given the ~u epecial raquire~ 
mente whioh must be establifjhed' in thiB coun­
try for thcee who are being prepared for the 

, minietrYI ., . 
2) 'because in our estimation the College has a bet­

ter financia.l guarantaa.if it remE>ina united 
r with the Ohurch, than when it becomes independent; 

;) because for practical reasons it would not be 
feaa.lble to support and malllige a Oollege by any 
ather meane. 

6) Since Prof. E. L. Van Dallen hae requested a leavs of 
absenoe for €I. period of two yeare, your 
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OOll1!ll1ttee proposes the following perao/'P to Synod in his places 
1) Mr. Johannes Broene, A. M., and Bachelor of Pdea_ 

gor,io& frnm ~nark Uni.Verai ty, Worceeter, Man. 
2) Oand. D. )Iuyskene, A. M •• from Lynden, Wash. 
~) Mr. R. B. Kuyper, A.M., Ros@land, Ill. 

Mr. Broene was clected by a vote' of 50 from .57 ballots 
oast. (Cf. Art. 17. 5 and Arte. ~ and 62.) 

7) Your Committee informs Synod thllt the following 
brethren were eleoted by their reepectivo Olasses aBmombere 
for 4 years for the Ouraterjum, ,and reoommends their approval, 

Classie Grand Rapids East 
Rev. J. J. Hiemengal' Alternate Rev. Y. P. DeJong 

Reve J. 
Rev. F. 

01a08is Grend RapidS West 
Keizer; Alternate Rev. H. Beets 
DoezCma, 2 yearsl Alternate Rev. L. Ve1tkamp 

Olaaeia Hackensaok 
Rev. ~ .. A; Westervelt, 'I yearsJ Alternate Rev. J. Dolfin, 2 years 

Obasia Holland 
Rev. J. Manni 

Obeah Hudson 
Rev. Q. Weetenberg 

Olaeeia Illinois 
Rev. K. KUiper; Alternate Rev. B. H. Einink 

,. 018e8111 Muskegon 
Rev. J. I. Flee I A1 t.arns te Rev. H. Keegstra 

Classia Iowa 
Rev. T. Vander Ark; Alternate Rav. I. Van Dellan 

Olaeeia Orange Oity 
Rev. W. P. Van Wyk; Alternate Rev. H. J. Heynen 

01a88i8 Oat Friesland 
Rev. J. H. Sohultz, 4 years; Altornate Rev. H. Ahula 
Rev. G. ~. Roehker, 2 yeara 

Approved. 

The quota for the Theological School was' again eat at 
60;' per family. 
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Article ;5e. 

The report of the Commi tte6 for the Genera 1 l"und of Do~ 
mestio Missions WBS read. (Supplement Ill.) 

Thereafter the Report of the COllllllittee of Pr~adviae for 
Domestic: Mission was ceneidere>d. Rev. "J. J. Hiemenga, reporter. 

IouI' Oommittee of Pre-advice hsa the nona I' to preaent the 
following ooncerning Domestic Mia.ionsl , 

1. a) Concerning the overture of Claosis Grand Rapids 
Wast which urges Synod to return to the former method with 
respect to Domsstl0 14issiollB (which waS followed b"fore June, 
1907) your Committee advisee not to ental' into the matter . 
einoe each 01ageis kno'oS the peculiar needs in their own oir_ 
olea whioh thE¥can judge end take OBre of. Adoptod. 

b) With respect to the principial objections against 
the new method registered by Classi. Grand Rapids West and 
the Oonaie tory of F'ourth Pa teraon, your Oommi tt"e advises 
that the further regulation of thie work by Cleseia, in re­
lationeh1p with the callinr of 8 miSsionary muot be in har_ 
mony w1th the principle which Synod in this matter has 
adopted (Art. ;52, 2). Adopted. (See further Art. 5~.) 

2. Ooncerning the overtures from 01aeeis Muskegon and 
C186810 IllinoiS to oancel their working together with 010seia 
Holland, your Oowmittee advises not to enter into the matter, 
since the Synod of 1906 made no decision with reepeot to gener_ 
al working together. In the epecial caBe of missionary G. Q. 
Mean your Committee judges that theae Classes are to adhere 
to the deoision of the Synod of 1906, Acta, Art. 67, C, a and b. 

Adopted. 

~. With referenoe to the overture of Obaets ~!u8kegon 
to awaken the various ~lission Committees to SUPply thair 
missionaries with literature to be diBtributed on the mission 
fields, your Oommittee adviseDI 

a. That Synod agree to this overture. 
b. That it center attention especially upon De Wechter, 

The Banner, and Der Bote ae qualified litereture 
for this purpose. 
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o. Ad1(iee tho Mission Oommitt'ee to confer with the 
the publishers of the papers to obtain this mnterial 
at the lowaot possible coat. Adopted. 

4. It ia proposed and aooepted to approve the requeot& 
of the various Classes for aid, (See Supplement III). 

5. With reopect ,to the religious n621~ of the Hollanders 
in South America a lengthy letter was read from Dr. Van Lonk­
huizon. (Sse Supplement XI). In connection with an overture 
trom 01as8is Grand, Rapids gaet with respeot to this metter it 
is decidods 

a) SynOd decide tha t tor a period of two ., ... are to 
grant $400.00 to be taken from tho Treasury of the 
General Fund for Home »isaione for the ealary of 
Reformed minister in Soufu America. 

b) To recommend tha t a collection be taken for the 
erection of buildine!' there, {with the understand­
ing that the Geraforme@rde Kerkon in the Netherlando 

P do the e:ame}. , 
0) To appoint a committee to oooperate with a commit­

tee from the Netherlands to promote this cauee. (For 
001ll$1 tte" members See Art. 80, 16). 

" ' d) The General Synod of the NetherlandG' Qereformeerd" 
Kerken is to be requested likewise to appoint a 
committee and take up a coU"ction 

(See Art. 5) for a oontinuation of this report) 

aloe tng D.llvo tiona, . ' 

TUESDAY EVENING SESSION. 

Article 40; 

Opening Devotions. Brother Heeringa, alternate for elder 
H. Boach,Bgreee to the Public Declaration. 

\ Article 41. 

Aftor the report of De Wachter Oommittee was read and 
received Be information (Supplement VIII) • consideration 
was given to the Report of the Oommittee of Pre-advice 
concerning publication 

, 
j" 
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mattera, etc. Rev. W. Borgman. reporter. It ia as follows; 

1. "Synod deoide to publieh De 14aohter in bookformat." 
Glaeeie Iowa 

Your Oommitte" adViSes Synod not to ent"r into this mil t­
tel' for the following reaoone~ 

a) 'l'he inoreoaed coate. Only' a 6",,,,1) amount of money 
could b!, transferred from De Wachter Fund to the r'und 
for the Theological Sohool. 

b) Decreased income. According to the report 'of De Wachter 
Oommi ttee the receiptl! were leea than the former term. 

c) The attraotive format. De Wachter remain a Church 
periodical in distinction from other pub lice tiona 
dietri~uted eoong our people. Adopted. 

2. ·Synod decide that De ~achter no longer accept adver­
tieement from lend agents snd patent msdicines. as not be­
longing 1n a Church paper." Olnesia Illinois, and MSynod 
instruct De Wachter OOlll!!lithe no longer accept unreliable 
medicine advertisementa in our Church paper." 01aeoi8 Orange 

" Oity, aleo from the Bame Claeaias ·Synod do not permit land 
advertiament to be publiShed in De. lI'acht"r unless there '.is 
Bufficient guarant .... that they ers reliable," 

The advioe of your COllllllittes ie tho t Synod alert De 
Wachter OO!ll!!1i tt .. e to be very careful in accepting :var10\38 
advertie .. mente. because it is an offence to many Bubscribers, 

Adopted. 

~. Claeais requesta Synod to publiSh en officiAl Yearbook," 
01ase10 Grand Rapide \{eet, and "A Y"arbook be publiehed off'i­
cia11y, and that the profits aftnr expenaee be for the benefit 
of the Theological School.· 01aeoie Holland. ' 

Your Oomml.tt .. " finds that the Synods of 1900'and 1902 
expreeeed ,themselve .. clearly on this matter, and advises to 
abide thereby. Grounds I 

a) If the Synod could not be the publisher of Yearbooks 
.then, because it wae not ita calling, eo also now. 

b) The book would not gain in greater eccuracy. Incom­
plete and imperfect atatitica will continue to exist. 

c. After paying the Editor that would have to be apPOinted 
there would be no advantages to grant to the Theolo-
giod School. Adopted., 
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4. Synod re-apooint the Editor-in-ChiGf, th~ Departmen­
tal Edi tore, and the Busin"." I'leneger of De Wachter. Adopted. 
Sinoe Rev. DB Jong was appointed professor, De Wachter OOllllllit­
te" io to appont an alternate editor. The annual honorarium 
for the Editor-in-Chiaf was inoreased by $100.00. And that of 
the co_workero was incrasaed $25.00. 

5. A.The Comuittee of Pre-edvice conoerning the Report of 
the OOl!lJllittoe concerning. th .. matter of th3 prinoipial r<'llation­
.h1~of the Ohurch and the Sunday School and religious societies 
(Acte 1906, Art. 108, 150. in thG judgment of Synod was not 
euocoDoful in finding the principial relationehip in the re­
port, wherefore Synod upon the advice of the ao~nittee of 
Pre_advioe, did not acospt this matter for ita r"aponsibili tys 

a) because the Comlllittoe did not find what Synod wanted; 
b) becauBe tho compilerD thellloelvo8 were notsucceseful 

to give this principial relationship. 

B. Concerning tho "Plan for" New Sunday School Roater·, 
it was decideds Synod anew appoint a- CO!l1."li tt .. " to. show the 
principial relationship b"tween the Church and the Sunday 
School according to our Confe.aiona, and meanwhilo table the 
Sunday Sohool Roster. (Ct:. Art. 80 for members of this COIlUll.) 

6. Decidftd to take from the Synodical Fund the amount 
of b"ttor than ;floo.OO for the publishing of a Minor! ty 
Report concerning the Mission Order, and having appeared in 
a Supplement of De Waohter, September 11, 1907. 

7. II request from Cleseis Grand Rapids \!Ieot that lin 
extract of all reports to and by Synod which are publiShed 
in De Waohter at the same time bo sent to The Banner and 
Reformierte Bode, preferably in the language in which these 
periodicals are published, upon the request of the CommitteQ 
was adopted. 

Article 42. 

Olosing Devotions. 
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WEOW.60AY I-lORNING SESSION, JUNE 24. 

MUoh 4~. 

Opening Devotions. 

Article 44. 

Rev, J. Bolt, alternate for Rev. R, L, Kann, declared 
hi8 agreement with the Publio Declaration. Tha minutes of 
the Friday, ~!onday. and Tueoday morning 5eaeiona are read 
and epproved. 

Artiole 45. 

Rev. G. D. De Jong announoed hie acceptance of the ap­
pointm~nt all profeeeor (Art. l8). The arrangcmante for· hie 
salary .md installation are left to the Curatorium. 

ArUch 46. 

Rav. R. J. G. McKnight odreoeed Synod aD delegate of 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Rev. LouiS 
as fimld secretary of Hebrew MiSSions, and Mr. J. M. Hitch­
oox (m behalf of the National Chrietian Aesociation. 

The First Clerk reGponded. 

Article 47, 

The Report of the Oommitte .. for Jewish ~!ieeiOlle 10 read 
and received as information, (Supplement V.) 

Rev. J. J. Hi@menga reported for the Oommittee of Pre­
advice, 

Uith respect to Jewish Missions your Oommittee hea the 
following to adviSe,c Inetruction.,t'rom Olueis Orange City, 
·Synod lead Jewiah ~liBaiona in the Heformad ecclesiastioal 
streem ... 

Your Committee considers this to be advisable; ';but jud-
gee that the time i. not ripe ther9fores 

,,) Becaue" such a mission demand., too much money; 
b) Becauee for euch " mission W$ do not have the workers; 
c) Becauee the preeent method of work 
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oould open the way, while the infuence of our Churoh 
incresse. 1n this mislion. 

Honco your Ooromi tte. sdvie'eSl 
a) For the time beinE to continue 08 we now dOl 

b) To urge our d;ol8gB tee to "xert Be much influenca ae 
possible to lead this mission, in a Reformed bedstrcam. 

0) That thee,. dalegatee eerva the " .. xt Synod with advice 
with respect to this matter. Adopted. (For committee 
members ee~ Art. 80.) 

Article 48. 

Rev. Wyngaarden read the Report of the Oommitte. with 
respeot to Churoh Order and Church Government. 

Olaseis Grand Rapids East r.questB'approbati6~'in the 
msnnllr in which it expects to deal withOoneietory 'of Cut­
lerville, if it continull to refuee to submit' to declaratione 
of broader aS8embli88. In refutation to thiS, however, 
Olaania Hudson requests that a review be made of, the Synodi_ 
cal decision concerning this matter, and that in 'this sense, 
that the Oonsietory, be given.the liberty to act, where it can_ 
not be pr(>ven that it aoted on Ilnbiblical grounds. (Acts 1904, 
Art. 139, 1, and 1906,Art. 43. 2.) 

The Go mIni ttee first of all advises to declare that the 
Olassis inssfar as it has placed itaelf upon the standpoint 
directed by Synod, and has attempted to to execute this deci­
sion, it ha,s acted correotr~;:l%urch judicial point of view. 

However, to give the requested approbation, your Gommit­
tee considers it deSirable, that Synod, before acting, con­
sider whether the previous nynoda were well enouF,h informed 
concerning the concrete caaR, concerning which this io all 
about. The deciSion of the previous Synods rests O,n the in.­
formation that the woman in question was completely innocent 
in the llI!ltter. But after having received more information 
your Oommittee io of the opinion that with the beginning of 
eccleSiastical action an exhaustive investigation was not 
made, neither by the Consietory of Alpine Avenue nor by the 
Glassis, and that both investigated more the aide of tho 
woman than of the man, and that thereby the conduot of the 
woman in the hwole divorce history was seen in too milch of 
a favorable light. Tho Consistory of Cutlerville having 
recognized thiS, has great objection to continue her as a 
member; not only because it oonsiders this to be in conflict 
with God' 8 
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Word, but alao becaUHe once before in a Similar caoe, upon the 
advice of th~ Olasoia, it noted differently, and that the oon­
grlltiol1 in"Lets that this case be handled in the 8ame way. 

The ground a for the judgment of the Oonsistory that the 
blame for the unbiblical divorc~ lies espeoially with the wo­
man, are thesel a) her refusal to live a wedded lif'e; b) she 
left her huoband three timeal c) the filing of a oroas-bill, 
even though it was at the advice of the ~c~eistorYI d) her re­
fusal to do overy thing posaible for a reconciliation with har 
huebandj e) the teotimony of her parente, who labored for a 
reconciliation between the two before 311 this eoalesiatical 
action took place. They teotify that it waa not the man but 
the woman, who was the caUBe that they could not live with 
one another, that he was willing to reconCile, but ehe was 
not. 

Without Signifying which of the two, the man or the wo­
man, is the most guilty, your Committee, however, is of the 
opinion that the Conoistory has provided sufficient evidenoe 
that tho woman is alao vary guilty with respeot to this un­
biblioal divorce, and that it is therefore very neoeoaary 
for Synoll to reconsider ite decision. 

the advice of your Committee io thet the dacision based 
upon incuff'icient information be reoalled, and that the wo­
man after such an activo separation had no right to marry 
another. Groundsl l-latthew 51;2; 19s9; I Corinthians 7111. 

Adopted. 
For the continuation of this report eee Article 54. 

Artiolo 119. 

It is decided to grant the treasurer of Churoh Help a 
gratif'ice.tion of $25.00 from the fund for work performed 
in the past. And that from now on he receive an honorarium 
of iS25.00 annually. 

Article 50. 

Olosing Devotions 

••••••• 
WEDN:;;SDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

Article 51. 

Opening Devotions •••••• 
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Rev •. J. Ti=erl!l8nn,alt.ernate for Rov. H. Beota, was seated 
after agreeing to the Public Declaration. 

Article 52. 

A lstter was received from Prof. A. E. Broene (Art. 2~). 
that he accopted the appointment extended to him; he did, how­
ever request to hu b" granted a two-yeel" leave of absence for 
poet. graduat.e study; dscided to grant this. 

Article 5;5. 

Oontinuation of the Report of the Oo~ittee of Pre_advice 
ror Pomaetic HieeionD. Rev. J. J. Hiemenga, reporter. (Or.Art. 
;58 .bovo~. 

Your Oommittee proceeding from the accept.ed principle with 
respect. to Missions, (Art. ;2, 2), has the honor to present the 
following to Synod. 

1. ·Your COlllr:llttee judgee that the reguhtion of Domestic 
MisDiona should reat with the C1BBseDI 

n. Becauoe thiB Mission differs entirely from Heathen 
~Useion, conc .. rning: 
1. The areas that are being workod. 
2. The pereons with whom we have to deal. 
;5. The work that ie carried on by Domestic Missi::ms 

in weak churches. 
b. Beoauss each Claseis i6 better acquainted with the 

peculiar needa of the local miSSion fieldD. 
Adopted. 

2. The contraotual obUga tion ~Ii th respect to the minia­
ters, congregations, Olaesee, 9nd the General Fund involved, 
contin,J() until the trnnsitione.l poriod hss been conaummated. 

a. The position of the office •. 
b. The financial relation, of whatever nature that 

may be. Adopted. 

GENERAL RULES 

Puring the transitional period the following decisions 
Shall be valids 

1. Ooncerning financeD I 
a. Every OlaGDis ehall have ite own treasurJ for 

this work; 
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b. That further a Ganeral Treaeury shall be inatitu­
ted, from which aid ehall given to·Clace.a in need. 

c. That the lI&Jll8 of _this general fund shall bes. , 
The General Fund for Uomestic Missiona, 

d. That each congregation shall take at least three 
collectiona per year for this work, the first col­
lection for the C1asoioal Fund, and the other two 
for the General Fund. 

e, That Synod ehall control all requ'3sts for aid, 
.and that a Com.aitt"e shall bs apPointed at each 
Synod which shall adminiator the Fund and execute 
the decisions of Synod. Adopted. 

2; ·Concerning~"th .. ColiImittee for the General Fund, 
. a •. That it rosy decreae", the promised aid in the course 

of the year, if the disburselllents of the Clas8is 
involved should measurably decrease through the 
departure of one or more miSSionaries. 

b. That the ~xecutive Committee, if needs be, shall 
hold special meetinga. A lIlotion of the ~ecutive 
Committee shall be considered adopted, if, of the 
remaining eix member •• at leaet three vote in favor 
by ballot. 

c. That the treasurer, in case of a Shortage, ehall 
distribute the funde percentage wioe, and to pay 
in full when the fund allows. 

d. That the Committee Shall meet annually in June, 
oalled in tim .. by the e"cretary, to conSider th .. 
requeata that have been received, and eive its 
advice to Synod concerning the requeets, and to 
fila i te report with Synod. Adopted • 

,. Concerning the Claesess 
. , 

a. That they are obligated to prOVide the neceesary 
information to the Committee for the General Fund. 

b. That they muat eend in their requesta for aid each 
year at the meeting of the Committee for the Gan­
eral Fund. 

o. That each 01aaeia Bhall be represented by a member 
to the Oomtnitte~ for the General Fund, and ahall 
appoint alternatee reepectively. who shall fill 
the vacancies occuring through departureo from 
01aoeie or for other reaeons. Olaseis shell in­
form the CommItte" concerning the changee made. 

d. Each Claaeis lIbell give a quarterly report of the 
work in ita midst in De Wachter. 
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o. Synod r~quo.t tho treBuror of the Committee of 
the General Fund to obtain a bond of ~1,500.00, 
and the grant treasurer a ealary of i60.00 and 
the secretary ~40.o0 annually. 

~lrther your Committee advisee S~d$ 

A. To ap?oint " Committee of 5 to d~vtae a' plan for 
this miseion in conformity with the ~dopted decision. 

B. To mtlndate thi.s Committee in diviaing thia plan to 
protect the official position of the missionaries in every 
reepect on equality with all ministers of the Word. 

C. That this Oommittee report at the next Synod. (For 
m~mbers of the Oommitteo eee Art. 80, 17.) Adopted. 

Synod formally approved the appointment of the followings 

DLEQ,\TZS TO TIlE COMMITTEE FOR TII8 G8NiiRAL FUlID. 

Olaeeis n..ckansack Rev. J. Dolfin 
I Hudeon Rev. D. Vander Ploeg 
• Muskegon Rev. J. W. Brink 
ft Grand Rapide wot Rev. F. J. Drost 
I Grand Rapids Weft Rav. M. J. Boems. 
~ Holland Rev. M. Van Veasem 
ft Illinois Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg 
I Iowa Rev, J. B. Vanden Hoek 

" OrllUge 0 i ty Rev. H. J. lIeynen 
a Ost Friesland Rev. II. Ahuia 

Article 54. 

The Oommittee of Pre_advice for Ohurch Order and Ohurch 
Polity. Rev. J. Wyngaarden, reporter. (Of. Art. 48). 

The fOllowing was adopted I 

I. A request for a revision of Art. ,4,,4, Acts 1906, con­
cerning the afternoon service on th~ Lord'e DRy with respect 
to the i>nglieh speaking congraga tions. Synod decided tha t the 
regullltion of the services belonged to the Oonsistory. 

Upon ths advioe of the Committee Synod of 1906' de_ 
Clared that Synod had tRken the correct stand. 
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II. 0180sia Grand Rapids We~t aeke if Art. ;8 of the 
Church Order i8 valid for tho oreanization of a (new) con­
gregation within tho domain of an exioting local churchs 
if not, thonSynod declare what rirohtB the local church has 
in the ovent there 1e a requBs t for the organization of • 
new oongregfttion within tho border of the local church. 

NaturallY Art. ;8 is valid for the organization of 
a congrogation within the border" of en exidting local church 
aa well aa the organization of sny other congregation. 000-
cerning the question of th~ right. of the local ch~rch in the 
event of the organization of a con~regation within ita border., 
the answer apoeara to be Bufficient that the organization of 
auoh a oongregation must firot have the approval ef' the Oon-
sistory upon request, andthereafter aleo of the Olaesia. As ., 
• matter of course the Oonsistory has the right to refuse ap_ 
proval. But then those concerned have tho rip.ht to appaal to 
01as61s. and if needs b. to Synod. ThS') the decision reate with 
the 01a68i8 or Synod. Should the request be denied. everything 
remai? in statue quo. S08 alea Acts 1898, Art. 89. Adopted. 

III. Cha8in OnnlS" Oity desiren that Synod appoint depu_ 
tiee ad axaml119 according to Art. 4 of the Church Order, so 
that the church"6 can control the admittanoe to the m~ni8try 
of th~ ~ord in ita midst according to Art. ;6 of the Ohurch Ordor. 

In agrsement with t~e overture of 0168sia Orange Oity, 
wo beliove it is neo.saary that Art. 4, 10. of tho Church Or_ 
dor bw·deletod. end that in ita plaoo the followinF, b. Bub­
Bti tuted s 

1. Since this examination according to Art. 4 of the 
Church Order muat take place through the agency of deputies of 
Synod. Synod ap~oint the Deouties ad oxemina. from each Olas­
eis ene. [6ch 01as8is sh~ll recommend to Synod a deputy and 
an al terna te. 

~. ~t everyperamptoir examination at least two depu­
ties of neighboring Olasses shall be pre"ent. 

;. At the ·end of the examination. whereby opportunity 
wl11 be given for questioning. the deputies jointly shall give 
their adVice. 

4. Should the decision of Olassis differ from that 
which the deputie8 advised, and by as much furthor examination 
aa deemed necessary. or through conflultstion with Classie. no 
agreement can be reached, 80 that the deputies cannot agree 
with the decision 
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then they ehall inform Olassie that they will place the mat­
ter befor~Svnod fora·decision. 

5. Ae long as Synod has made no decision the ordina­
tion and tho inauguration of the candidato will havo to wait, 
Moreover no church from .. nother GlasEis shall be permit- .,,_ 
ted to call him, nor may anothor 018ssio examine him. 

6. Should n decision be mado for 8 re_examination at 
a followinE: meeting of Olaseie. than at le<lst three othere ' 
mllst be present. 

7~ Tho"deputieeedexaminaahaH r"-letheir reports 
to Ilynod. . 

B. The traveling expenses of the deputies shall be 
re-imbureed from the Synodical Fund. Adorted~ 

IV. Tho followng Dsputies ad ~amina were apnroveds 

Claae is Grand Rapide East Rev. Y. P. De Jong 
~ Grand Repide "'ost Rev. J. Ti=ermann 
~ Hackensack Rev. J. Dolfin 
M UoHand Rev. A. Keizer 
• Hudeon Rev. D. Vander Ploeg 
II Illinois . Rev. H • M. Vander Ploeg 
~ Iowa Rev. T. Vander Ark 

- M'lekagon Rov. P. D. Van Vliet 
II Ora nee Oi t.y Rev. J. Ilyleveld . 
II Oet Friesland Rev. J. H. Schultz 

V. 018s6is Iowa requests clarification of Art. 5. of 
the Church Order, namely, if a calling church muet re~ay the 
congregation from which it called the minister, con""rn-
ing restitution which the last named congregation had to pay. 

Decideds only travelinl; e>:penses have to be repaid. 

VI. Synod declare that where believers, members of our 
church, live, and ~orBhip regularly, but are not yet organ­
illed, the sacraments roay be administered. 01. Oet Friesland. 

Advicel If,' possible t.he organization of 8 cO!lgroga­
tion should take place before the sacramenta are adminiotor­
ed. However, if ·the time is not yet ripe for oT<."'nization, 
then the memberehip oapers of Buch members Should reSide with 
a neighboring congregation, and under the supervioion of the 
Oonsistory can . 
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have the eacramente adClinis ',ered, yet not without preaching, 
and not without coneietoria: Topree~ntation with the adminie-
tration in ordor to have ou"erv1.oion. Adoptad. 

VII. Olaeeia Ost Friesland requeat the continuation of the 
Oommitte" with respect to the ravieion of the Church Order, 

·with tho mandate as it ia defined in the urinted report. 
(Acta 1906, lc8.) . 

1. l'he 00lumitt6a be continuod, .Jm<l~o it be added, 
Proff. Ton Hoor and lierkhof. (See Art. eO, 15. for the members.) 

2. Its mandate be defined as followo, 
a. The principlop of the Ohurch Order of Dordt muat 

be adhered to without any tamperingl 
b. The Ohurch Order muet be as brief and compact 

ae poasible; And muot be confined to the gener­
al and ebidin~ princi~les and rulee of Ohurch 
goverme~t. And yet it must be eo comprehensive 
n form of authority, such as an independent 
denomination without State control needs for 
a food and complete church government. 

c. With reepect to what 1s revieed. doleted, and 
added the Oommittee i8 to nct alonp, the lineS 
of the print~d report in De Wachter of March 15. 

d. Tho Oommittee publiBh·itB concept in De Wachter, 
The Banner, and Dar Bote, before the next Svnod J 

eo that it can examine the report and act ac-
cordingly. Adopted. 

VIII. With respcct to the question of 01ae8is Illinois, 
·Synod point out on what groundo fOllndl inf'!3 adopted by bel iev_ 
ere l11B.y be b!lptiz"d," your Jommittee of Pre-"dvice presented 
& lengthy report. Finally. it wae decided to appoint a Com­
mittee to report to the next Synod concerning this matter. 
Members of the Committee eee Art. 80, 19. 

LX. Occasioned by an overture from Clasets Illinois with 
respect to public confession concorninR the transgression of 
the seventh commandment, before marriage, the advice is adopt­
ed, Not to accept this form of confession, but to 
leave the form up to the Consistory, aince the confeseion at 
the least takea place before the full Ooneistory, and tho names 
are announe ed to the ·congragetion. 

X. Claeeie Grand Rapids West urgently requesta Synod 
to olarify the grounds for the pronouncement 

- . 
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of Synod of 1890, At. 66, "hieh is ae follo,,"s ·~Iay tho IIl!ln, from "hom 
his "if .. reaoi ved 8 divorce, because he cOIQ",1 tted adultery, 
in the event' th~t "hile hie firnt "ife is Btill living, he mar­
rlese~ain, way he become 8 member of the congregation. Synod 
answered the, question ,negatively. There wae no conorete case. 

It to na tura 11y impone ible for this Synod to ,oay upon 
what groundB a Synod of 8,lmoet 20 yeare ago decided ae it 
did. ~at it can do ie to declare what i~ ,"auld consider to 
be :sufficient grounds for such a decieion. And t.hem it appears 
to ua that ouch a man cannot be a member, bocBu • ., hie adUltery 
did free hie offellrled wife, but not him. Before God he remain­
ed united with this woman, and hie second marriage is conse_ 
quently a life of adultery. If this were not so, then the way 
would be open for eRch one to free himself from his wife by 
menaa of 'lO~ultery, and to marry another who ie thB object of 
his edulter~~D do"ires, and yet in peaoe remain with the 
Church, that after all this was done with unr,odly set purpose. 
through a public confession to be reoonciled with'the Church. 
The polnt of tho divine ordinances"Whosoever shall put away 
his wifo except for fornication, end ehall marry another. 
cOJll'Ditteth adultery," would be broken, and robbed of its power. 
And according to the manner of tho Pharieees a way would be 
found to evade the command of God, and" deCision, that such 
s pereon could be " member of the Church, would bear the 
charact.er of ruling whereby God' e cOlll!ll!lnd would be wade usleas. 

Adoptod. 

XI. ClliBaifl Illinoio directo the attention of Synod to 
the fact that in Some congregntions Catechism seemS to be 
falling by the wey, and requesta Synod to warn all consistories 
to be faithful in this metter. 

Decided that with en "y" to the danger to place 
cateohism in the background or to diapense with it entirely, 
Synod alerte ell the 0180s6s and Consiotories earnestly and 
urgently to guard against thie eo muoh aD possible_ 

Article 55. 

At hie rC'luest Mr. G. A. Peg,-em, Miohigan "Stat.e" Agent 
for the Netional Christian Assooiation, addr""ees Synod. The 
Seoond Clerk of Synod responded. 
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To Rev. J. Noordewier the privilege i6 granted to apeak 
on behalf C£ ~he congroga tion of Denver and m~ke a plea for 
interept fre" ehnres to com" to her help. 

Article 56. 

Decided to have an evening Bession beginning at 71;0. 
OloBing DevotionA. 

• ••••••• 
W~DNESDAY ~VeNING SESSION. 

Article 57. 

Opening Devotions. 

Artic le 58. 

Rev. Y. P. De Jong read the report of the Oommittee 
of Pre_advice for Vcria, aa follow"1 

Esteemed Father. and Brethren. 

Your Co~~itte" haa th~ honor to report the followingl 

I. The fir&t IllIl.tter to which ytJur athntion io call"d 
is the ovorture from Olnesis Grand Rapids West, which requ~t8 
Synod tha t the minority report cone erning the Oonc lus ione of 
Utrecht, which wae tabled by the Synod of 1906, be adopted. 
See Acte 1906, Art. 9;, 11. 

With respect to this metter y'lur Oommittee pre."nts 
two-fold advice. A majority and a minority report. 

THE M<\JORITY REPORT$ Synod is advised to adopt the 
Minority Report. Groundsl 

a. The last Synod rejeoted the ~~jority Report con­
cerning tho difference", and apparently tabled 
the Minority Report in order that it could be dis­
cuesed at a lat"r date. Many of the del"gstee have 
eo underetood it. 

b. That ther" ie a180 a difference of opinion among 
us concerning these pointe. 

c. These conclueione find gen"ral agreement, end are 
fi tting to promote peece end harmony. 

d. It is eo neceesary that w" heve this peace and 
harmony with an eye to the many other dangors 
that beset us in this country. 
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'l'IIt: 14INORI IT REPORT. 

Your Oom:ni the adviae8 Synod not to enter into the Minor_ 
1 ty R"port cone < riling th~ four Oono lU8ion of Utreoht. Groundes 

, 
1. Becauee the circumetances which led the Synod of Ut­

recht to thee. conclusion. do not exiot amone UB. 
2. Becauae a Synod, without urgent cAuee. ehould not 

make a further explanation of the doctrinal pointe 
of ita confe88ion. 

;5. Becauae thi6 caue" is lacking, -and th<!l, acceptance 
of theee c01l01u8ion8 evidently will not be for the 
promotion of the epiritual wellbeing of our churcheB. 

The Majority Report ie ado~ted. Soe Supplement XII for 
these Oonolueions, aocordinr, to the offiCial text of the -
Acts 01' t,..l}e General Synod of th~ Gereformeorde Kerkon of 
the Netherlenda. 

II. The following was rooeived from Oheeis Bollandl 
Synod urge_all the congregatione of our Ohurch,- but es­
p"oially th .. &nglieh epellking congregetione to uee every 
possibl" means to promote Ohristian education. 

Your Committe" advicee that Synod voicee its agree­
ment herewith. Groundsl 

•• BeollUso it appears that not only in 80me of OUI' 

.i<.'nglieh ep""king congr~gatione, _ but aleo in 
.: -other congregatione Christian elementary educs_ 

t.lon ie not auffioiently embraced. 
b. That the interests of Chrietian elementary educa_ 

tion sppears to be more and more neeeoeary. Adopted. 
,-

III. Another request from Cle.eeie Hollands -

Request to divide ClaBsie Holland into C188aia Hol­
lo.nd with the conr-regs tiona weat of the t.o,m line between 
t.'1e townships of Uolland lind ;;" .. land, and the t",mehip. 
lying to the north Bnd to the south of the.e townehipas 
South Olive, West Olive, Noordeloos, Harderwyk, Bolland (5 
oongr~i':ationD), IHekerk, GraafBchap, -Eaet Sugatuek; and 

- in Classi8 Z."land with the eongrege. tionB eaBt of the 
above lUentioned town line, RUBk, Bore.ulo, Beaverdam, Hud_ 
sonville, Zeeland (2 congregations), Overisel, Oakland, 
~renthe, Zutphen, Jamestown. 

Your Oom!lli tt.e adviees to grant the request. 
Grounds I 
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a. fhe large numb~r of delegatee. 
b. The difficulty of travel, oepecially in the 

·winter. Adopted. 

IV. Olae"ie Orand Rapid. East requests Synod that it 
deol~re the d.eirability that with respect to repayment to 
tho ~.B.P. fund there be eo much uniformity as poeeibl~. 

Your COl!l!nittee advi.". Syr.od not to enter this mettor, 
becauoo thie liea in the province of the various ClaBses and 

" not of Synod. 

V. Claeeis Grand Rapide West submita the followings 

Claeai~ requesta Synod for advice concernln~ the 
following C& •• , Claesis advised the ConSistory of CroBby St. 
to eend the certificate of IQD!llberahip of a women oie:nber, 
who bad l~fther hueband, to th@ congregation of Wright, Iowa, 
where ahe went to live. The Oonsistory of Wright, Iowa, upon 
the adVice of Olaeeie Ost Frieal,md, returned the cortificate. 

Your Committee advis,," Synod to deolaru Olaeaie Ost 
Friesland acted justly in thie matter, since in this ca.e 
the doeion .. of this wOIDlon muet b .. coneidend at th .. home 
of her hue band • I;dopted. 

VI. Your Comcittoe found on the Agenda a r .. qu~"t from 
the Oonei_tory of Vogel Oenter, Mich., stating' "Synod sanc_ 
tion the decision of Olassis ~(u"k .. gon with respect to the 
Grange Ordor. ~ 

Although former Synods have clearly dofined the 
characteristics of the G. 0., and in itself it ie thus not 
absolut.ely n.cee .... ry to make a d@claration concerning thie 
ordor, your Committee, nGvarth~lcee. declaro its adhesion 
to tho decision of Olaoeis Muskegon. Adopted. 

VII. Claflais Illinois requests Synod to meet, D.V., in 
1910 in Ro6.1~nd Ohicago. In connection her.with your 
Oommittee road a request found on tho credential of Olassia 
Muskegon, which is ae follow8r ·Th~ Olaseis request. Synod 
to me.t at lea.t once more in Muekegon." 
.. 

Decid@d to m.et in Mu"ke~on in 1910. 

VIII. Cl~B.is Illinois$ "That henceforth Synod decide to 
delegate to Synod acoordin~ to 
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the number of familieol the number of delegatee be determined 
by Synod." 

Your Oommittee advi.e. not to enter into thi~ metter. 
a. Becaueo it i. contrarg to Reformed Ohurch Ordor. 
b. BecauH. it could lead..Jlower concentration by ruling 

over the weaker 01a.e"8. Adopted. 

IX. Ola •• ie Grand Rapids. malt proposes to Synod to de_ 
crease the number of delegatee fro~ each Claeeie from 6 to 4. 
A eimilar re'luoet com ... from Dhssia HBck~neacks ·Synod de_ 
crea.e the number of deleagtee from each 01a8Bie." 

Your Oom~ttee advisoB Synod not to enter into theee 
proposalo becauea tho church i. continu~lly expanding, and 
the workload conetantly increase. and becom~~ more important. 

Adopted. 

x. Your Domruttee received a latter from the Amorican 
Tract Society, a. aleo from the American Bible Society. Both 
lettera r"quol9t that they be suppcrted by one collection. 
Your Oo~~ittee advi •• ~ Synod recommond thee. caueee to the 
churche., eince they perform .. very upeful work. "dopt.d. 

Xl. The Dom~itt". ap~ointed by Synod to etudythe labor 
movement and Unione, etc. (Of. Acts 1906, p. 66}, handed us 
its detailed raport. Your Oom~itt~a sdviBWB that Synod approve 
this report, and place it in the archivee, and at the aame time 
adopt the advic~ of the Oommittee, namely, that Synod decide 
the 8ame aa did the laet Synod. Only that thQ Do~itte& be 
Clxpend"d to five, and include ttlO professors from our school 
and COllege. Adopted. (For members of the Oommittee see Art. eo). 

Article 59. 

Glosing Devotions. 

• •••••• 

THURSDAY MORNING S~SION. JUNE 25. 

Articlo 60. 

Opening Devotions. 
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Article 61. 

Tn. minutes of Tueeday evening, Wednesday morning and 
afternoon are read and apnroved. 

Article 62. 

. :,' 

Prof. 'W. Heyne informed Synod by'l"tt.r that he acc"pt .. d 
the appcUntment ae permanent professor (Art. 22), Al~o that 
Prof. J. Broen. informed Synod hie aoceptance of the appoint­
ment e8 profeeeor. 

Article 6~. 

In Sxocutivo Session ~l"nod coneid"red the pr.otest of 
brother n:. Vander Vrieo age inet the action of Cl",~eiB Grand 
Hapide •. Synod took into consideration all the minutee and 
all other corrospondenoe pf'rtainine to this matter, and the 
ropor. ofths Oommittee of Pro-advice. Tho protestant and 
his wife were heard as they pleaded their case. Before the 
caee WBS dooided it was time to adjourn. (S .. " further Art. ' 
66.) OloBing Devotions. . 

........... 
THUP.SDAY AFTERNOON SE;SSION, JUNE 25. 

Article 64. 

Opening Devotions. The invita tion of thf' Io\uekogon 
Transit Co. for a streetcar rid. through the city'at 
7,00 p.m. was accepted. 

Article 65. 

Synod listened to addr.,ss<ts of' Rev. M. Kolyn, delegato 
from the Gen$ral Synod of' the Reformed Ohurch of Am$rica, 
and Dr. G. H. }!cDaniel, a negro, the head of the t:nterpris. 
Institute of Ohicago, Illincis. The First Olork responded. 
A request fer a recommendation of a coll.cti~n for hia work 
waB rejected since there waS inaufficient informAtion concern­
ing this work. From Rev. J. P. Winter, appointed by the Re­
formao Ohurch Synod 

\ 
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8a dologate a lotter of gre.tinge was rec8iv.d. 

Article 66. 

Continuation of the protest of E. Vander Vries (Art. 6). 
After ~ture consideration the advice of the Co~nit~ee was 
adopted, "Your Committee i8 therefore of the opinion that 
the deposi tion of Rev. E. Vander Vries ~y GlaBeis Grand Rapids 
East took place in justice and in truth, and advises Synod 
that it ap?rove the depoaition." He ehall be notified in 
wri tinl':' 

Article 67. 

Rev. S. S. Vander Heide reporto for the Committee of 
Pre-advice for Protests. Received and adopted as follows, 

1) Your Committee roceived a letter from a former bap­
tized member of our Church. The situation is that thi6 bap­
tized member belonged to ona of our congregations in Grand 
Rapids. He left to live in the country ~n the vicinity of 
one of th(} congrep;a Hong of our Church. His baptis= 1 cer_ 
tificate waD 86nt there ap;ainat his will. He than reoip;ned . 
his momberehip. Now he desires to be restorod as a baptized 
member, and that in a congrogation in Grand Rapids. 

Your Oommittee advises that ho send his request to 
the local congregation. Adopted. 

2) Your Committee rocoived a letter from a certain Rev. 
Tevee, requ'lI'ting that Synod make attempte that he receive 
a call in the Christian Reformed Church in America. 

Your Oommittee advises that Synod does not enter in­
to this matter, because it dOBS not b~long here. Adopted. 

. ;;) With.reBoect to an appeal filed by Rev. J. Delfin, 
Rev. J. A. 1iestervelt, and Elder P. Stem et a1., concerning, 
.··particular action of Claseie Hackensack, your Com:nittee 
notee the ~ollowingl 

1. Thst eeven congre~tione of the Claeeia decided 
on May 20, 1908. to eeparate from our Church; 

2. That at a epecial meetine; of Olaeeie held on 
June 2. 1908. the follodng decision was ·mades 

·Since it ap!,eare th.st the voice of tha ruajority 
of the churches of this Olassie, are dissatis_ 
fied with 



'1 

I 

'-

I 

I 

the exietinR relationship betwe6n Classia and the 
Synod "fs the Christian Reformed Jhurch, And that this 
eocleAi~~icalrelationship be terminated. 

"Thuref'o;e it is decidedl Being obedient to the voic~ 
of thoee congregations of Classia that the existing 
relationship with the abovo named Synod be terminated, 
and to take or remain wi th the name, under which we 

'are incorporatod, namelYI True Reformed Dut~h Church, 
and to oontinue ecclesiastical labors under that name. 
A1Bo decided the variouD Consiatories and congreg"­
tions are urged aleo to use this name in their eccle_ 
~iaatical labora. M 

~;i~~ediBtelY after thiR decision, the above named 
prethren decided to appeal to Synod. 

4. It appears tha t thrs.) oongregs tiona, namelYJ Engle­
wood, N. J., Pa t'lraon III, and Passe ic (Pros!,ect. St.), 
by means of' this apoeal indicsted thoir' .. greement 
with Bnd their d'Jsire to remain what thoy now ore. 
congregations of tho Ohristian Reformed Church. 

Your Oommi tt"" io of the opinion that the action of tho 
aeven conp,r"!,,aUona waS in conflict. wi ih Scripture, the Re_ 
form"d Confession, and the Ghurch Order. If' these congrega_ 
tions had objection. of-Binst one thing or another in our 
Churoh, then they ahould appa~led to .. broader aeeambly. 

• 1 

Your Oommi ttee coneequontly adviseD that Synod approve 
the appeal of the three brethren (R"ve. Dolfin, Westorvelt, 
and Elder Stem); furthermore, that SYnod point out to these 

. Beven congregationa their erroneous Dction, and urgently 
edmonieh them to review the decieion they have made. 

If these congregations fail to meat these demande, then 
your Committee advisee that Synod "cknowled~e that thoBe 
congreg~tione that remained faithful be deSignated aB Olao_ 
sis liack"nsack of the Christ.is.n Reformed Church. Your Com­
mittee alAo advio6s that th" request of those who remained 
fBi thful be granted, that Synod appoint II Oorom! ttee of three 
who will serve them with adVice and in deed until the next 
Synod. 

'lhe COlllcrittee is to consist of the followhlg members, 
R~v. H. Beets, Rev. W. D. Vander Werp, Rev. J. W. Brink. 

Adopted. 

EMERITUS BOARD. 

4) According to the report of the EmerituB Board 



(, 

I\-
Pege 47 

(eee Supplement VI) thto Board heB granted the following 
elloWQncee, 
Rev. V~nden Bok $400.00 ~Ire • E.. R. Haa.n .$150.00 
Rev. G. Broene ,00.00 Mre. Utadt 150·00 
Rev, R. Drukker 200.00 Mrs. Voret 150·00 
Mro. 1el~pel 200.00 }.{rs. Ven Routen 150·00 
Mrs. Brooketre 200.00 Mrs, J. 6. De Groot 100.00 
Mrs. Langereie 200.00 Mre .. Stuit 100.00 
Hre. Remein 200.00 

Your Oommittea advisee that theBo allowances be 
approved. Adopted. 

The Board aleo proposes the t the quota of 22¢ per faIntly 
be Bet at 20¢. Adopted. 

Article 68. 

Closing Devotions. 

FRIDAY MORNING S~SlON, JUNE 26. 

Article 69. 

Opening Devotione. Rev. Veltkemp, alternate for Rev. 
J. Keizer, agreee to the Public Declaration. 

The minute a of the "eseione of Wednesday afternoon and 
evening are read and approved. 

Article 70. 

Report of the Oommittee concerning Ohurch Songs and 
the ConfeeDiona. Rev. W. Borgman, reporter. 

Esteemed Brethrens 

Yeur Oommittee found on the Agenda, 

1) ·Synod s~ek to change the indeciotve attttude which 
our Church accepted in 1890 wi th the reepoct to frt'le Bongs 
in public worship, and make an end of it, and come to • de_ 
oieive stand as found in tho Ohurch Ord"r, Art. 69. for all 
our congrega tiona.· Ohseie Orange Oi ty. The overtures of 
Ola-see .Grand Rapids !l6.Bt and Illinoie agrees "Cbeeis re­
queote Synod that Church conge in all our congregations 
and 018s8ee be brought in agreement with Art. 69 of the 
Ohurch Order, and review that which wee decided concerning 
thiB 



Page JI:8 

matter at the Synod of 1890,~ and "Synod decide that all church 
8onr,p for all our congrer.ationa bo in agreement with Art. 69 
of the Ohurch Order, and reviow what wes decided in Art 24, 
Acts 1890.· 

Your Oommittee, observing thnt tho report of the Commit­
tee concerning "Uniformity in ChUI·ch Songa" deals with the aame 
material, ia of the opinion that this r6po~t should also be 
brought into the diacussion, becauae of the advice given theres 

a. To attempt to bring to an end the difference in ohurch 
80nge in our churchesl 

b. The ettempt ehell be to attain the goal ae requeeted 
by the three Claenea to the satiafaction of all. 

Point I wants Synod to declare officially that Art. 69 
of the Church Order binde the con[rega tion, which· hRa accepted 
this Church Order, to sing Psalma in its public worehip and 
congregational work, while the aonge mentioned are permitted 
only by way of concossion. 

Th3 flavine of your Committee, to accept this point with­
out changel 

a. Becauee it elimina toe a 11 doubt, concerninr: the stand_ 
point of the Church against the uee of hymns. 

b. So that overy congreEation may know whe.t it muet main,.. 
. tein or seek to attain. Adopted. 

Point II wantB the churchee to be' informed that the Sunod 
of 1890 permitted the uss of the 52 hymns concerning the Heidel_ 
berg Oatechism to GlasBie Hackensack, but also forbade all 
hymns in EngliBh, Dutch, and German speaking congrdffations, 
and that the German speaking congrop,ations were granted a _ 
conceesion in 188 i+, as much as \las neceBeary and feasible, that 
German speaking miniBtere would be provided in the fu,;ure, 
and that with reapect to church eonge to take into consider­
ation the Germ3n epiri t and tradition. 

That this point also be approved~ 
1. Because honesty demands the aame. 
2. Thereby to remove ell stumbling blocks, which might 

prove to be a hindrance. 

'Point III requeste tha.t a conrmittee he appointed to con,.. 
fer with 019soie lisckeneack and CllieBis Cst Friesland, if it 
would not be pOBBible, that they vacate the conceseion grant­
ed, and that they too accept Art. 69 of the Ohurch Order 
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in order the. t there may be unity in our public worship. 

Your Com:uitte .. thinku t!'1a t met tere will tRk .. a turn for 
the bettor, since hefore lon~.we will have the new rhyming 
of the Psal::ls in the gnelieh language. /ldopt'3d. 

IIleo tho followinf, amendments This Committee will also 
deliberate concerning the official askno"lcdgamant of tho 
few hymns found in back of t!'1e Dutch Psalms, whioh ara not 
mentioned in Art. 69 of the Church Order, and report on this 

, at the next Synod, 68 well as all tranulations thereof for 
use/in the English ahd German Psalmbooks. P'or membere of 
this, committee see Art. 80, 21, and point IV below. 

Point IV desires that a ·oommittee b~ appointed that 
will look about for m~ans to obtain unity end agreement with 
the advice of tho Synod of l/le·6, Art. ee, in the life of 
the eunday School and Societies. 

Your Oommittee believes that thiB is necsesary be_ 
caUBe many and various, aB waB found by the investigation 
of tho Committee, hymns ere sung in our sooietieo, ~tc. 
Pleoed in the hands of the Committee under Point III. 

Adopted. 

Point V. Finally your Oommittee took note from the 
report concorning the revision of Art. 56 of tho Belgic 
Confesuion, and iB of the opinion that Synod should not 
enter into thio matters 

a. Because the Oommittee for ReviSion, aocording to 
the content evidently did not know whet waB meant 
by the term ReviHion of Art. 56 of the Oonfession; 

b. Because from a number of hypotheseB it finally 
proceeded from one supposition; 

c. BecauBe after all the light that it shed the 
matter reme inB enehroud6d in miet. 

For that roaBon your Committee advisee. 
B. That Synod return the Report to the Oommittee for 

Revision; 
b. That Synod state explicitly what it deeires from 

the Oommi ttee. 
'. 

Synod th~ref'ore continue the Committee, Re\·g. S. S. 
Vander'fieide, Veltkemp, and lvyngaerden, and give them the 
f'ollowibr mandatss 

"In B note a further clarification be given concerning 
this controversial cl~use of Art. 56.~ Adopted. 
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Article 71. 

The follow1n7, report concerning the translation of the Oon­
fessions in GertOl'1n wos received and approved. 

Esteemed Brethrens 

Your Oommittee to supply Ii Gorll1!lr. tranolaUon of the 
Oonfes" ions , Liturgy, and tho Church Oraer, (Acts 1906, Art. 
loB, 22). hae very little'to report. From ohurch oeriodicale 
we lee.rnod tha t the Old Ref'ormed Churchsa in Bentheim and 
Oetf'rieeland, G erllll ny, have taken exactly the same work in 
hand. 

It was not long before W6 reoeived .. letter concerning 
the pooaibility of their and our delegatee working together 
on thin project. This correspondenco, however, lad to no 
definite reeults, hence your committee begRn ita work in 
accordance with its mandate. 

We had already done much translating, and had hoped, 
with the bleSSing of God to have our work compl .. t(,d by the 
time Synod met, when we received " let.t.er from Germany tha ~ 
they had com"leted their work, end now wiahed to send the 
desired number of oopi~e, and in ~h1ti way make it loes ex_ 
pensivo both ther .. and here. 

Your Oomlnitte" having oonsidered. 

That the work in Germany was entrusted to competent 
hands; 

That the publication in Germany can be purohaeed as 
cheap ae a publication printed ·in our country; 

Qecided, For the time being to purchase 250 copies 
in handy format and linen binding from Germany. 

Thie edition nature.lly does not include the Church 
Order. We conoidal" it more practical to postpona the trans­
lation of thie for reaecns which the del~gato of Olnseia 
Oatfriealand will explain. 

Hoping that Synod will agroe to thiS, 

The Committee ad hoc, 

J. Timmermann 
G. L. Hoafker 
J. H. Schultz 
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Artiole 72. 

Pro~. Berkhof reported conoerning ths translation of 
the Oonfessions, etc., in Engl\eh. (Acts 1906, Art. 108). 
The Oo~.ittee hae aa yet not completed ita work. 'rhe Oom­
mittee has been r",-appointed ",nd added to acc~rding to 
Art. 80, 12. 

Article 7}. 

Congreosman Molaughlin, as representative of the Muoke_ 
gon Ohamber of Oomoerce, addreoeed Synod andofferej a pieoe 
of ground for our Oollege. The ofrer was placed in the hands 
of the Ouratorium. (Of. Art. 24). The First Olerk responded -
to the Hon. McLaughlin. 

Artic19 74. 

Elder Mokma road the report for the 50th anniversary 
celebration (Supplement K). It is accepted with thanks. 
The Oom:ni ttee is oontinued for the further sale o~ the 
Anniversary Book. At present the balance of IS}} 7 .60 will 
be pleoed in th~ General ~Jnd for Domostic MiSsions. 

Articl'" 75. 

The report of t~e Obituary Oommittee wae approved. 
(Supplement IX.) 

Artich 76. 

Olosing Devotions. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

Article 77. 

Opening Devotions. 

Article 78. 

Tho reporte of our delogatea to the National Ohristian 
Aeeociation (Acta 1906, Art. 108,5) and th~ Joint paalmody 
Oommittee (Acta 1906, Art. lOB, e, and Supplement XII of 
those Acts). were read and received as information. In 
place of nev. Gro~n nev. C. De Leeuw waS apPOinted. The 
delef,ate~ to the Joint Oommittee was oontinued. See Art. 
80 for appointm~nt". 
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Article 79. 

Reporto of our dolegates to Corre~ponding Churches in 
our oountry (Cf. Supplement I),were received aD ,information. 
Aleo the printed roport of the Committee appointed acoording 
,to Actp 1906, Art. 72, 2, p. 16, concerning aboliehing 
Committees. eto., was received as information. The Oommittee 
was oontinued. (Art. 80, 22.; 

Article 80. 

The Report of the Oommittee on ApPointments ie read. 
Approved end adopted as followss 

1. The Synodical Committee, Hev. J • Groen, Rev. J. Man­
ni, a"v. K. Kuiper, and tho Sta ted Clerk, Rev. II. Beets, ox 
offioio. 

2. Synodical Treasurerl Rev. J. Noordewior. 
7. Church Help Committe"s Rev. I. Van Dollen, Rev. J. 

Manni, Rev. J. Vander May. l,. ~:J:uer1tus Boards Rev. J. B. Hoekstra, Mr. S. S. 
Postma, Hon. G. W. Mokma. 

,. Delega to to the 118 tional Ohristian ADDooiations 
Rov. C. De Leeuw. - -

6. Delegate to the Joint Committee for the Revision 
of tho Psalms$ Rev. II. Beets, alternate Hev. H. Vander Werp. 

7. Committee for the Approval of the Revision of the 
Psalmss Prof. L. Berkhof, Rev. H. Vander Worp, Rev. J. L. 
Van T1a-lon, Rev. It. Stuart, He".. J. A. Westervelt. 

8. Oommittee for Jewiflh Missionel Rev. E. Breen, Rev. 
J. I. I"les, Hev. C. Do Leeuw, ~:r. s. Dekker, }Ir. S. S. Postlll6. 

9. Delegateo to Corre6ponding Churchee. Decidod that ap­
pOintmente b", m"de bV the Synodical COU1lJlittee, and that they 
tak~ into con.ideration dietance" and traveling expeneee. 

le. COllll1li ttee for Supervieion of De '~achters Rev. J. Man­
ni, R"v. J. W. Brink, ~Ir. A. Petera, Prof. K. Schoollo.nd. 
Decided to revise the Rules for De Wachter 80 that instead 
of reading "thr""members" it re",ds"four members". 

11. Treaeure~ for Heathen Missions, Rav. W. Bode. 
12. Committee for tran~lation of the Confessions in 

EnElishs (Art. 72)1 Rev. J. Bott, Rev. J. 



Dolfin, Rev. M. J. DosllIB, Prof. L. Berkhof, P~f. J. G. Ve.n­
deb [lollch 

1;5. Delee" te to the G~r"formeerd" Kerken of the Nether­
land.1 Rev. P. Jonker, a1t~rnate Rev. Ii. P. Van it'yk. Travel­
ing expeneoc Iii thin the Net.herlands, $25.00. 

14. Committe" for the Revieion of, the Rules for'neathen 
Missione, besides th" Form for th" ordination of Missionary 
Mini"tera of the ~ord. end the 61iminati0~ of the principel­
ehip".(Art. ;>2, III, V, 4), Rev. J. Menni, Prof. 11/. Heyna, 
J. B. Hoekstra. 

15. Co~nitt"" for the Revieion of the Ohurch Order (Acta 
1906, Art. 108, Ij)s Rev.H. BelOte, Prof. W. Heyno, Rev. F. 
rortuin. Rev. W. Bodo, Rev. J. A. Vootervelt. Members addeds 
Prof. F. M. Ten Hoar, Prof. L. B~rkhof. 

t6. Oommi tt .... to Oorr~opond with the Colltll1 tV, .. of the 
Geroformeerde Kerken in the Netherlandu concerning South 
Americlls Rev.J. Groen, Rev. J. Wyngaarden, Rev. Y. P. 'De 
Jong. (Cf. Art. ;58, 5.) 

17. Oommittee for the Plan of Re-organi~ation of Dom.o_ 
tic Miseions (Art. 53)1 Prof. 'II. Heyne, Prof. F. ~I. Ten 
Hoor, Hev. J. J. Hiemenga, Rev. S. Breen, Rov.M. Van Veseom. 

18. Committee for the Labor Movement and Unione (Art. 
58, XI)I Rev. J. W. Drink, Prof. K. Schoolland, Rev. J. Groen, 
Prof. G. P. De Jong, ~lder ~. Hokman. 

lY. Oommittee to formul~te grounde for the beptism of 
foundlinge (Art. 54, VIII)I Rev. V. Borgman, Prof. W. Hoyne, 
Rev. B. H. Einink. 

20. Oommittee concerning the Queetionl The Re1etionehip 
of the Ohurch to tho Sundey Schools R~v. R. L. 1:1',,<0, Rev.!. 
Van Dellon, Prof. G. D. Dc Jong. (Of. Art. 41, 5.) 

21. Oommi tote .. to Confer with the Olaeses llackensack and 
Oat Friesland to oome to an agr$ement to dispense with'th. 
eoneesaion y,r"nted and comlO into harmony with Art. 69 ot" th., 
Ohurch Order to,.intain it; et the same time thie COlllUlitt.e. 
ahall discuee and report concerning the hymns in beck of the 
Dutch <'oelter; and fin!lllv to look for means for Unity and 
Agr""ment \ii th the adVice of the Synod of 1898, Art. 88, 
with r"spect to the life in th .. Sunday SChool snd Societies. 
(Art. 70, III, IV)lRev. J. J. Hiemonga, Rev. W. Bode, Rev. 
H. Beets, Rev. G. L. Hoefk"r, Rev. J. A. Westervelt, Rev. 
II. Tub. 
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22. Committe" concerning Art ,2, 2, p. 16, Acta 1906, 
R.v. ;>. Bnen, Rev. I. Van Dellon. (Art. 79 above). 

2,. Committee for tho Revision of Art. ,6, Acta 1906, 
Art. 108, 181 Re.,. S. S. Vander Heide, Rev. L. Veltl{&:np, 
Rov. J. ~yng~ard.n. (Of. Art. 70, 5.) 

24. Anniver 31.1 ry Bookl "t Oomoni t t"", !levs. Noord«wior, Bre"n, 
B.etsl ii;ldera Mokma and '!orhe. 

Articl<o 81. 

Tll!!! at .. ted Olerk by masnS of letter than1J!! the! Go~driQh 
Transportation Co., thtl Huakegonfranait Co., in thft neme of 
Synod for th .. entertainmont given by meane of boat and street­
car tripe. Tho conerega tiona of Muskegon are thank"d for: 
their hasp\. tn 11 ty, and aleo the local Reception Commi ttoe 
for th .. ir many labors for their sorvice for tho. welfare of 
Synod. 

Article 82. 

Tile Minutes of the sos8ions of Thursday and .Friday are 
read and approved. 

Article 8, . 
. The Prftsident in fi ttinr words express". hie 8!,pTeci!l­

tion to the other officers of Synod for the help granted him. 
He a180 exprassod tho thanks of the Ohurch to tho emerit!lted 
Prof. H. K. Hemkos for the many servic8s rendered by him in 
the past. Furthermore, he thanked the pre-!ldvieora 'of Synod 
for their cooperation. 

Ho pointed to the "<lceBsi tv of executing the decisions 
that were taken, and to do so in tho fear of the Lord, and 
oommended us to God and to tho word of his lovingkingkindnees. 
He concluded by requesting the assembly to eing Psalm 1~4:5. 
after which the Vics_Prdoident thanked him for hie powerful 
Bnd talented le~derehip. Synod adjourned after the President 
led in pray..,. to the Lord, and pronounced the benodiction. 

True Co!'y, 
Henry heets, S. O. 

J. Hanni, Pr~eident 
I. V!ln Dellon, Vice_President 
Henry Beets, First Clerk 
M. Van Voesem, Second Clerk 
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SUPPLEMms • 

.......... 
S uprLBNImT I. 

REPORT OF THE SYNODIOAL COMMITTEE TO THE SYNOD OF 1906. 

EsteemBd Fath~r8 and Brethrenl 

Your Synodical Committe. had little raaeon to t~ke acticn 
ae ynur repr"oe'Utative. Aurely an indication that I:'.I!Ittore a­
mong us croated no groat disturbance and ran t'lair normal 
courtllj). 

Acoording to tho mendato of tho last Synod it appointod 
delegatoe to the broadsst aaeemblies of tho oorrospondlr~ 
ohurches in our country aa followel 

1. To tho General Synod of the Reformed Churchl Rev. 
J. Groen, Alt$rnato Rev. R. L. HaRn. 

2. United Presbyterian Gennal Assemblys Rov. H. 
Seeta, Altornate Rev. D. R. Drukker. 

~. Gon8ral Synod of tho Heform~d Presbyterian Ohurchl 
Rev. K. Poppen. Alternate Rev. E. Sreen. 

4. Synod' of the Roformed Pr,,~byterien Churchs Rev. J .L. 
Van Tielon, Alt~rn9te Rev. J. Dolfin. 

5. Aagooiate Presbyterian Churchs R8V. D. H. Kromminga. 

Rev. J. Dolfin wont in the plaoo of the primus who was 
hinderen from going. 

All the brethren oompletod .their tuk and will· undoubhd­
ly rend.r their reports. 

Letters w"r~ aleo sent ta sister churches outside our 
country to attehd our Synod. AnBwera were received rrom all 
three. namely, the G~r .. fortuurd" Kerke'n in tho NetharlandB, 
the Old Reformed Church in Gormany, and tho R_formed Church 
LnSouth Atrlca,·~ which we, turn over to you. ', .... 

Hereby we again place our mandate in your hande 
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with thanKS for the honor boctowed upon ,,~ to Barve the ohurch .... 
as auch. According to ths rule eatabli_hoG by Synod the term of 
the Stated Clerk terminateB at this Synod. 

Respectfully, your fellow aervante, 

J. Groen, President 
K. Kuiper 
G. D. De Jong 
Henry B •• ts, Clork and Statod Clerk 

.......... 
S TJPPLJll.\E:NT II. 

,Rl!:?ORT OF TilE; CURA TORI UB OF THE THEXlLOG ICAL SCHOOL 

TO TIlE SYNOD OF 1908. 

The Curatorium of the Theological School hsrewith presente 
tho following roport to Synod. 

In the two yeare that have passed sine. the laet Synod, 
tha indications of God' e faithfulness and care did not escape 
U8. We may ts"tify that with zeal and devotion both profee_ 
Dors and etudents in general applied themselves. In the fall 
of 1906 Prof. Ten Hoor wae oeriouely ill. There was !.T:'eat 
fsar that the L~rd would call him from hie poet, and take him 
from hie family" the echool, and the church. The prayers of­
fsred for his restoration were graciouely heard. Prof. Ten 
Hoor was reB tared , ,but upon ,.the urgent advice d!f hiB doc tor 
wes necessitated to request II vacation at leaBt 'until Septem­
ber 1907, to reeain hie Btrngth in the WeBt under t~e blessing 
of God. lie could not refuse this reque~t. es;>eci"lly since 
the faculty waB prepared to take over the work of Prof. Ten 
Hoar during his abeenco. In September 1907. the professor 
could again resume hie work. 

A couple of timeB the faculty had to apply disoipline, 
with deSired results eo that no one had to be expelled from 
the school. 

In the year 1907 we had to mo',rn the lose of three 
promising studentB: Nicholas Dykema, aDcond year of thoology; 
Henry Y. Korfker, ready to enter the seminary; Thomas De Wind, 
third year of the preparatory department. 

,>, ~ ~ "'i" .-
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A. The Faculty. 

Rev. L. Bcrkhof, B.D., called by the Synod of 1906 as 
profoDBor of Exegetical Theology waB installed in an appro­
prl.ate !Il!l1lner by the preeident of tho hot Synod, Rev. H. Van 
i!oogen, Bnd Rev. J. Noordewier, president of the Oura torium. 
The inaugural addreea of the profeeeor wao entitledl"'l'he Ex­
poeiticJn of the Holy ScriptureB.~ The profeeeore of the col­
lege dopa rtment anpointed'by Synod aCc9pt3~ their appointments! 
Proff. K. Schoollend, A. E. Broene, A.B., ~. Rinck, A.M., E. L. 
Van Dellon, A.M. ,Prinoipal, A. J. Rooke, .... M •• returned from 
Germany before September 1906, and Prof. B. K. KUiper, .... B., 
Thool. Docte. from the Free Univ~rsity of Amstordam before 
Soptalnbor 1907, after an absence of four years in Germany and 
the Netherlands. 

The faculty consieto of the followings G. K. Hemkes, D.D., 
F. M. Ten Hoor, V. Hoyne, and L. Berkhof, profoosorsof'theologYI 
and A. J. Rooks, K. Schoollsnd, J., G. Vanden Boach, B. K. KUiper, 
A. E. llroene, li. Rinck. and E. L. VanDellen, professors in 
the college department. 

Prof. Hamkea, who has t'ait)ifully served the School 
"since 1883, and on the 6th of I''''Y of thl.a year might. attain 
the age of 70 years, has raqueet.~d the Ouratorium that he be 
emerittited., 

, .. ,. 

B. The Curriculum. 

The Literary Department of the Theologioal School 
haa been eX;landed to a six year ccurse. In the first four 
years instruction i8 given the sa~e as in hlghachools and 
the preparatory department ot' colleges. The last two years 
form the John Calvin Junior Oollege. The facultyoi' the Uni_ 
versi ty of ~lichigan haa not only placed our preparatory de_ 
partment on the accredited list, but also those who graduate 
from the Junior Oollege can enter the Junior year at the 
Univerei ty wihtout entrance examine tiona. Thie last decision, 
however, is proviSional, and hinges on the appointment of a 
profesDor who. has an A.B. degree, and the expan~ion of our 
laboratory. 

O. Tho ~alUination8. 

In September 1909. 39 applican~were aocepted; for 
the let class 35; 3 epeciale, and 1 for the' Junior College, 
whereof 16 are taking the Seminary Preparst.ory course; 12 
for the college couree, end 11 for the Teachers! couree. In 
June 1907. 19 graduated from tho preparatory department; 
9 stunents were edmit.~ed to the study of theology, and 3 
candidates were made eligible for a call. 
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In September 1907,54 applicants ware acceptedl·;6 for the 
first olass, 17 speciale, and 1 for theologY. There were 16 
for the eetlinary prepare. tory cource. for the coHege prepara- . 
tory couree25, for th!! teachers' couree 12, and 1 ' .... B.) 
from the University of Chicago f9r theology. In June 1908. ' 
12 graduated from the preperatory school; 12 from the s"min­
ary pr .. paratoryto enter theology; I~ graduated from Junior 
Co11egel and 10 candidates were mada elig~ble for a call. 
In order to obtain botter results the Ourntoriutl decided 
that written examinations would be given by the faculty 
and thereafter oral examinations after having examined the 
written examinations. 

IJ. Finances. 

The books of the treasurer warB found to be in good 
order. The statue ·of the various funds io as followss 

TIIF.OLOGIOJ..L SOHOOL FUND 

Balanoe May 51, 1906 
Receipts, June 1, 1906 to May 51, 

Total 
Disbursements 
Balance May 51, 1907 
Reoeipt~, June 1, 1907 to May 51, 

Total 
Dll1bureementB 
Balance }Iay 51, 1908 

LIBRARY ~'UND 

Value of the Fund, May 51, 1906 
Recoipts 1906-1907 

Disbursements 
Balance 
Reoeipts 1907-l9O8 

Dis burs em,mto 
Balance, May 51, 1908 

Total 

Total 

1907 

1908 

$ 5,942.56 
12_._~~ 

j18,61i9.5e 
JdJ..6_w.l 

$ 5,920·57 
1!!,.9.?:.L.II 

1#20,848 .54 
14&~.2~ 

II 6,182.08 
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This fund h!ls outstanding money ofi5,800.00J this leaves 
II shortage of $42.41, which is to be ~et from the Theological 
School Fund. 

FUIID FOR THE EXl'ANSIOli OF 'l'HE LITERARY DF..PART.'IENT 

Receipts up to },Iay ;1, 1906 
R6ceipta up to May ;1, 1907 
Receipts up to 14ay 1908 

Total 
Disbursements for travel eXpeneeo, eta. 
Balance 
Oututanding FundS 

.Balance, May ;1, 1908 

DORMITORY 

Receipts, 1906-1907 
Receipts, 1907-1908 

Total 
Disbureementa. 1906-1907 
DiAbursemente, 1907-1908 

Total 
Balance for the Sohool Fund 

$910.45 
856·51 

$841.72 
891.24 

DOLLAR ~'UNP 

to the 
1906-1907 - e4o.00 
to the 

$ 1.766.82 

26;.00 BIllanco, May ;1, 1906 
Received and dieb\,!"sed 

General Student Fund 
Received and disbursed 

Generfil Student Fund 
Ba lanc e, May ;1, 1908 

1907-1908 $40.00 
$ 20;.00 

GENERAL STUDEN'r FUrID 

Received and disbursed to ClaSSical 
Stud ent ~'unda 1906-1907 

Received and disbursed to Cisseicsl 
Student Funds 1907-1908 

............... 

j 21;.84 

$ 229.68 

li:. Synod is requested to give consideration to the fol­
lowing CIIl t ters , . 

1. Synod giv~ instructions to the Curatorium with re­
epect to the re-incorporation of tho Th"ological SChool. 

2. Synod urge the ClaHsea to appoint Ola8Hiosl Treas_ 
urers. 'fh~ Ouratorium io propared to give Synod a concept 
rule concerning this. 
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3. S:rnod decide to make a revieion of Article 5 of the 
Rules for the Ouratorium. Consid~ration to be Rivon to revise 
it as followSI "TIle Curatorium shall aosemble in June' for tta 
annual meeting at the tim .. of the examinations. Theexamina­
tiona will be takon by the faculty with the cooperation of the 
Curatorium. The Curatorium ie to decide wheth~r a student is 
to be promoted to advanced study or hat; complehd the require.­
ment", for .. diploI!1!l. Iii th the colllUt.mcement of the echoo,l y""r 
in September or at any other tim~ the Executive Committee may 
call a special meeting, if it d""ma that. it is nec"ssary. 

4. In cOl!aidereUon of the vacenoiee on the faculty, 
the Curatorium has the following recommendationsl 

a. To grant Porf. G. K. Ilo:nkea honorable emeritaiion, 
with this provisions 

that he remain a member of the faculty with an 
advisory vote; 

that he funtion liS the librarian; 
that he receive a pension to be determined by 
Synod. 

b. Synod call a professor ror HiDtorical Theology 
to replace Prof. Hemk~s. The Curatorium nominates Proff. B. K. 
Kuiper and A. E. Bro'llle. 

c. Profeeeor W. Hoyne be reap~ointed with life 
tenure> in Practicfll Theology and Bl.ble Study in the Oollege 
D/lpa rtm..,nt. 

d. Prof. J. G. Vanden Bosch be rO-appointed with 
life tenure. 

e. Synod r,,-appoint the remaining professors in 
the Literary Department for 6 yeare. 

f. The Curatoriu~ be emnowered to appoint en in­
structor proviSionally for the Literary O.partmsnt esp~cial-
1y for the sci_nces if such can be obtained. 

g. Syncd re-appoint Mr. S. S. Postma a& treasurer. 

5. In oonsideration of the incroase of tho student body 
and the need for a labors tory. our present building doee not 
have enough room. Synodio roqueeted to show waye and meane 
how we are to act in this situation. 

6. Furthermore, the Curatorium has to report concerning 
the follo'iing canda tes s 

B. Aota 1906, Art. 62, III, 6$ The Curatorium is re­
quested to deliberate the queetion which by th" nature of the 
CBSe must be diacueeed, and to report at the next Synod. This 
concerns the quostiol! whether the College ahall proceed from 
the Church and be maintai.ned by it, and how the formulation 
of the principlee shall b~ made, by which instruction ahall 
be giv,"n. 
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D. Art. 62, V, 1 and 2, Acta 1906, mandatee the Cu­
. ratoriUIII·to .dvise the Synod of 1908 ooncerning the protest 
of Rev. L. J. Hulet and the petition of the Theoloffl.cal 
professors. 

c. Acta 1906, Art. 79, It is conBidered deeirabh 
that .~ ~urther deciSion be made concerning the r~quiremente 
which the th" Theological Prof .. ~eora shall have to meet, in 
order th~t there may be objective givs~a both for the Church 
and tha Professors. 

Ooncerning the mandates under ~ and £ the Oura~ 
torium io not ready to report. The reaaon for this. iss One 
of the m~~cere of the Bub-committee was taken away by deeth. 
Having filled this vacancy, another member of this committo9 
left the .01,,08io, eo that hie membarehip in the CuratoriullI 
terminated. The two remaining members believed they should 
wait until the number of the Colllilli ttoe wee filled; II matter 
which could not take pboa cinee the Curatorium did not meet. 

Ooncerning point E. the sub_committe" submitted a 
report to th~ Oure.tcrium 'Iherein the grounds were given for 
the denom;national point of views a) that God i8 the object. 

of Theology and th"t tho concert of theology is not derived 
from the scienoes in general, and that theology is not 8ub_ 
ordinat6 but is the queen of the 8oi~nceD; b) that the Church 
hae th .. gro"teet authority over the theological science and 
over our .Theologicel School. ·Prof. Ten Hoor ask~d whether he 
could proceed from theae two principles. This report was re­
Jected·.: by a tie vote. Thereupon the Ouratorium decid .. d to 
report the following to Synod, while the minority maintained 
the right to file, ita .report to Synod.·· -.:_ 

·Synod anewer the quoBtionu of Prof. Ten Hoor in 
the affir= ti va. Al though Synod . manda ted the Ourl! torium to 
give y,rounde for the acceptod denominationsl point of view, 
concerning which the theologieel prof69sors requested a de_ 
nominational response, the Ouratorium, after lenghty diacua­
Gion, deCided to advice aa follows. 

Synod is not to declare itself. 
l~.Because no objections were made sgainst these 

principles; 
2. Because the Synod of 1906 in a similar instance 

did not declare itself; 
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~. BeCllU9ft such a declaration instead of promoting 
peace may create trouble. 

Humbly submitted, 

In the nane of' the Oura torium, 

G. D. De Jong, Secretary 

........... 

SUPPL~1ENT III. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DQMF..5TIC MISSIQ}lS 

TO TH~ SYNOD OF 1908. 

Esteemed ,Brethrens 

According to Synodical manda,t" th .. re-organization of 
Domestic Missions took place Juno 7, 1907. 

Bosides the Lubbers Fund of 3l,~50.00 the tr~asurer re_, 
ceived a balance of ~959.l9. 

,The Finances are as followsl 

Receipts, including the Lubbers Fund 
and thft balance 

Disbursements 
Balance 

$5,864.42 
.1..286 •e5 

$1,577.58 

The booka of the ~reaaurer were examined and approved. 

The following allowances were made for thie year, 

Olaosis 
• • • 
d 

• 
ft 

Iowa 
MUSkegon 
Illinois 
llackensack and Hudson 
Oat Friesland 
Orange Oi ty 
Grand Ra pi do Wea t. 

Total 

ill ,1'75.00 
625.00 
700.00 

1,000.00 
900.00 

~,500.00 
_.200.00 
~9,OOO.OO 

Your Oommittee advisea Synod to recomm~nd to the congre_ 
gaticna to take two collections per year for this fund. 

May the Lord create more love for this fund so that the 
gifts multiply. 

thy lie give Synod enlightenment and grace to take this 
cause to heart for th~ glory of hie name according to hie 
Word. 

M. Ven V~eeem. SecretarY 

'"" 
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SUPPLEMENT IV. 

REPORT OF TilE BOARD OF II£ATHEN MISSIONS 

TO THE SYNOD OF 1908. 

Eeteemod Fathers and Brothr5n$ 

Your Board of Heathen Miseione haa ~~~ honor and tho 
satisfaction pccording to the Rules to report to you concorn­
ing tho state of mettere concerning the mission field, the 

misBionari"fl, the mission work, the activities of the Board. 
and propoaals of the Board. 

I. The Miosion Field. This remained the Same the laet 
two yeu'ss Zuni, Tohatchi, and Rehoboth, near GallUp, New 
MexiCO. 

At the first mentioned places the number of workers 
remained stationary. At Rehoboth the personnel has been ex­
panded SomOW!l., t. To the loot S:rnod 11'0 reported that there 
were 18 Indian Children of the Navaho tribe . being cared, 
for and nurtured, at present there ere 26. Their names and the 
names of the Societies and Sunday Schoole, which oupport, them 
are as follows$ 

William Duncan, 7 y~ars, Sunday School, Oentral Ave., 
Hooand, Michigan. 

Richard Duncan, 8 years, Y.P.S., Midland Park, N. J. 
Frederick Ooan, 9y~arB, Sunday School, P~rrison, S. D. 
Marcus lihitman. 9 years, S. S., Ooldbrook, Grand RIlpids. 
David B. !Wens, 9 yeare, S. 5., LnGrave Ave., Grand Rapids. 
Matth Green, 8 yoars, Y.P.S., F.aet Saugatuck, Mich. 
Lillian Carey, 10 years, Ladies' Socistioa-of 4 MUSke-

gon Churches. 

i·· 

Esther Yazzie, 8 years, Luctor, Kanaee~ 
Henry Whipple, 9 years, W. De Wit, Luctor, Kansaa. 
1larinull Williems. 10 yoars, S.S., Drenthe, IUch. 

'Thomae Chalm,,!"e, 10yeare, 5.5., Drenthe, Mich • 
. Christina Bolz, 10 years, S.S., Fremont, Mich. 

8dward Bre .. n, 11 years, Y.L.S., ll't Church, Chicago, Ill. 
Olarisse Piereon, 12 yeere, Y.L.S., let Church, Chicago, Ill. 
Charloe Livingeton, 14 years, Mia. Soc., Oommerce St., G. R. 
Nona C-ordy, 10 years, S.S., Donnis AV$., Grand Rapids. 
Gertrude Alger, 1,5 years, S.S •• lat Church, Peterson, U. J. 
John Eliot, 12 yeare. S.S. Broadway, Grend Rapide. 
Titus Coan, 11, years, Mis. Soc., Zutphqn, Mich. 
Albort Gerd"ncor, 16 y~ara, IUs. Soc., "lpine Ave., G. R. 
Judeon Becenti, Young Poople, let Church, Pella, Iowa. 
Etta Becenti, ll,yeare,.Y.M. ~Y. L. Sao., let Church, 

Englewood, Chicago, Ill. 



P'lgo 64 

Tllli HIl:fohi, 5":fsars, Girls' Soc;, 2nd Roeeland, Chioago. 
Anna Johnston, 7 ye~rs, Lafayette, Ind. 
ioIary Jobllllon, 6 y~arB. South Holland, "Ill. 
il:gerton Youne, 5.5., Ninth St., Holland, Mich. 

. The following 5un~ay Schoole and Societies offered a 
. $100.00 per :f'>8 r for the eupport 'of' an Indian child, 5.5,. 
Overienl, lUah.l S.S., let Rosealnd, Chic;;.c, Ill.; Mission 
Society, Walnut St., Ko.lamazoo, Mich.; 5.5., Lynden, Wash. 

nle Board would hav,> gladly, appointed a child to the above 
miseion frienda, and th~ir offere were highly appreciated. But 
the laDS of' the superintondent houso by firG, and the delay 
in tho expansion of the mission houee prevented us from en­
rolling any moro children. B"fore long, however, we hope 
satisfy sll those who have offered support. 

From the above mnetioned it would eprear that much bUild_ 
ing is taking place at Reh"both. First an adobe house was 
built for the superintondent and hin wife, but which burned 
down "hen it was almost completed, which resultGd in building 
a fralAo hOUOG for about ~l, 200.00. To" our joy the financial 
loSS cauDed by the fire WaS morG than compeneated through ex­
tra colloctions for which we "re very thankful. 

Two". wingo were added to the school building. For this. also 
generouo extra gifte were recaivGd. Furthermore, a back room 
was added to the mission houss, a very necessary expansion. 

At pressnt the brethren are buey laying a water li~e to 
the buildingsat Rahoboth, and for the liveetock there. That 
these improvement cost a sizable amount of money can readi:ly 
be underetood. 

Alae~ we must also report th"t three of' the liavaho ohild­
ren at Hehcboth dieds Robert Moffat Livingston, James Evans, 
and Villiam Alger. Let ue hope that the labor of love beetow_ 
ed on them wae not in vain in the Lord. Especially with re_ 
spect to James Evans our hope i. encouraged. It ie sad that 
this intelligent youth died. 

Aleo at Tohatchi and Zuni improvements were made on the 
mission .propGrtiea. although of a less expensive natura. 

II. The MiSSionaries. At Tohatchi our prinCipal, Rev. 
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L.P. Brink, continues to labor. Rev. H.· Fryling haa been 
etationGdat Zuni sincD November 1906. 

The Board found itself neoeositat$d to grant brother A. 
Vander Wagen a furlough beginning February 1, 1907. without 
salary. because it became evident that· the brother did not 
abide by the condition established by the Synod of 1904, 
that he dispose of his business and not to engage therein 
in'tha future, 'ihich he did not live up to dince hia re-ap­
pointLlant. TholBoard could not aot otherwise than to dismies 
him in the above manner, since the definite diemi88~1 of an 
employee acoording to the Rules ia within the province of 
!lynod. The Board trusts that Synod will approve the action 
taken and grant the brother a formal dismiasal, 8inoe acoord­
ing to our observation he has completely withdrawn from all 
mission activity of our Church, and is living on his ~Z. I. 
Ranch~ 10 m1\e~ from Zuni, and ie workin&.. as an Indian Trader. 

Those working at the present time at Rehoboth are Mr. 
Mark Bouma, superintendent; Mra. Bouma who fil~ in as a sub_ 
stitute, Which ia muoh apllreciatedl Misa Anna Derks as matron; 
Mise Katharine Rosbach as laundress I Miss Susie Dielama.n_,as 
j1ousek'lapar. asaioted b:{,~lro. Bainbridge; Mias Coeia Hartog. 
1B teacher. We are atteIf>\.ing to obtain aomeone as .. seamatreas. 
\4r. Bainbridge aasiateMr. Bouma in hie work.' .. -. 

-. III. Misaion Work. Through the goodness of God the work 
1& being carried on regularly. The health of thl!! personnel 
"laB on the whole favorable, giving us muoh to bOi thankful for 
beoause health 1a a gift of God. Rav. Brink haa made great­
progress in the difficult Navaho languag~ ao hie report and 
print~d documents show. VariouB. portions of Holy Writ have 
been translated into the Havaho language and are ready for 
the press, and recently a small book waB published oy him 
conSisting of 12 Ohriethn Songa, and a,re being used in a few 
of the Navaho schoole.He haa epoken regularly on Sunday 
evenings to the chUdren and employeee at the government 
sohool, and every Sunday morning he taUght a class of the 
most advanced students. . 

14ise Ohriatina Knol from Grand Rapida aaaiated in the 
work of th3 Sunday School in a manner that waa apprCiated. 
Misa Gertrude Mollema from Ohicago, who recently obtained 
a poaition in the gqvernment ocho01, hee already perform~d 
good a~rvicee in religioue work there. How deeirable it 
would if more Christian young people could be found to 
work for the government at Zuni and Tohatchi, because they 
could lend much aupport to our missionaries. 

, , 
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~lr. Brink has performed important services se president 
of the ~Southweet Indian Oonf~rence~ and ae a co-worker of the 
MlanRuagw unification co~nittee·. which brought about many 
necessary and useful improvomonta in th.e spallinr, of the Na V!l­

ho language, and crea.ted unity among all the workars of the' 
Protestant Ohurches among the Navahos., Rev. Fryling also con_ 
tributod theroto. A ahort time ar,o Rev. Brink made an inspec_ 
tion tour ovar tho eni trs ares where we ";;.-,',, r:liseion poste. 
He aleo rnvised Rev. Fryling'. "Boratius" in the Navaho 
language, and became the author of a text book for learning 
tho" Navaho lenguege. To our sa Ufac Hon we note tha t other 
Navaho missionaries consider our brother to be the primus 
inter parae allOOng 'th'em as far as lnowledge of the language ie concerned 
and undoubtedly that is why he was chosen as president of the 
Oonferonca. 

Ooncerning brother Fryling at Zuni, we can inform you that 
he is making gOod progress in tho Language of tho Zuni Indians, 
80 that. he i8 already in a position to express himself quite 

well in private conversation with these people, and i~ ralleioue 
eervices on Sunday evenings, and in the Sunday School. To our 
regrot attendance has been very limited. The prieats forbid 
their people to enter our little church. ruay also hindor 
catoch"Ucal instruction in Zuni ae well ae in tho nearby Black 
Hock. Hecen'Lly at a Mcouncil~ meeting threatened to take their 

children away from the laet named vchool if the government agent 
permitted Hov. Fryling or a Roman Oatholic priest to give the 
Zuni children religious inBtruction. 

This 1e a ead situation, but we hope that the Lord in his 
own time will open the doors of their hearte. Meantime our mis_ 
sionary doee not have to mark time, but can use hie time in 
applying himBolf to the language. 

A hospital or even a home for the Sick at Zuni would pave 
the way to tho Indians dominated by the hoathen priests. So 
aleo at Tohatchi WI' should have this right hand of the miseion 
among tha heathen, baing faithful to the repeated co~~nd of 
the Lord to hie disciples, ·H~al th .. sick.· And especially at 
Rehoboth we erect a suitable hospital with a goodOhrietian 
doctor or medical missionary. At Tohatchi and Zuni we pOBsi,bly 
could get by with a nurSing home with ~ good nureo, since the 
govoTnr:lont has doctors placed there. Possibly, if tho govern­
ment would help with the buildings, concerning which we are 
goinr to correepond'with thQm, a Christian nuree would probably 
be Buf'ficien t. 
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Ooneerning Rehoboth we ean inform you that the work was 
carried on regularly. The teachar in the paet year taught 
1,254 hours, toaching the children-the custcmary courses of 
elementary education ae taught in the government schoole. and 
in addition thereto instruction in the truth of Ohriat Which 
1& the ohiof purpos .. ' to bring them to the Savior. Sunday 
School and catechism classee an held regularly. The girls 
&118.0 raceive instruction in sowing and cooking, and the boys 
ar":taught variouo kinds of manual training as time and occa­
·Gion permitted. tn time there will hav~ to be greater dovelop_ 
~nt ooncerning industrial plans already approved by the Syhod 
of 1902. Sunday mornings regular eervices are held for the 
chUdr.en conducted by brother Bouma. and in the evening with 
the older children. Conaidarablo work is also performed by 
visiting the hogans of the Indians epraad far and widecin 
the w.ilderness, to bring the gospel and to help them a8 much 
a8 pOSsible with medicines .to alleviate their physical Buf_ 
fering. To our joy we are informad that the brother and the. 

.' sisters are gaining the confidence of the Indiana, BO that 
they can be mo.n "aoily reaehed with the liord of th. Lord, 
in-Bo-far ~S theBe misSion helpero are capable of conversing 
about thelle matters. . 

Last yur more than 800 llavehos visited the facilities 
at Rehoboth, attracted there espocially ueoauee of their child-

1.- "ren or the need of medicine,e. Thie gives. a wonderful oppor­
tunity to preeent the goepel, ae can readily be imagined. 
Hospitality is also shown. Last yoar not loJes than 400 Cnff" 
moals were served to the guests, who invite themaelveB, and 
do'not have much of an idea when to leave. Thoee matters make 
great demands upon the housekeeper, and it if easily under_ 
standable that all the helpers havo their hando more than full 
to taka care of young and old for body and ,eoul~ 

W. hope that the Church will appreciate ell the work of 
our missionaries in their abundant self_sacrifice and self_ 
denial, and that many prayeore will be ofrerod and many offerings 
given for this cause. And, oh, if we Only had sons and daughters, 
who would devnto th~maelve8 to thie work,.because truly, this 
work lIlUSt be expanded, and therefore more must give thems.elves 
in Ilurrender to the Lord with their whole heart. Let U8 add 
that lHea Hartog from time to time hoids religiOUS services in the home 
of an Acoma Indian at the Zuni Siding station. There is a emall 
group that Can be reached in the Spanish language~ Some litor_ 
ature hae already been distributed among ,theee people. 
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It suroly does not have to be said tha t the brethnn ~'ryling 
and Brink call on 80 Ill8ny Indiana !l.8 possible. Thoy alsc> re_ 
ceived DlEIny vi_its from the Indians, who aTe old"r. anile some 
of' whom Ilppe .. r to display much interest in thl) truth. 

To our rep-ret w~ oannot report to Synod of' any open oon­
versions. The .ded of the \lord taken tim .. to sprout. Especially 
where hearts are so hard and filled with ""cil suspicion against 
the whiteo and his meseage, as thoa. of' the Indians. Yet, accord_ 

.1ng to the liord of God, w.o shall ontday reap if we do not faint. 
Alreacly SOlD" of tha childr.m at Rehob4lth ahow some encouraging 
eigns of interest in the truth. Overagainat thio, however, 
standti tho ead fect that of the converts at ~'ort Defiance very 
few Show any z"al and devotion to the cause of the Lord. One 
of til .. main reasona is that they live eo .puad apart, and 
there is a laok of workin/,: amongst them, which ie necessary, 80 

that thera is rotrogroeeion in their fear of the Lord. It is 
BO neceeesry to have all these converts congregated together 
for joint upbuildine; in godlineea, instead of their wandering 
amene; the whites who do not know cr eerve God, or among their 
own hoathen people. 

IV. The Work of the Board. Thie had its regular couree. 
The ~xecutiva Committee met several times to take care of or­
dinary matt~rs or to take care of some sudden newd. According 
to the Hulas the Board met onco annually. The work waB carried 
on in harmony, and deciainr1! were mad .. to tho best of our abili­
ty. Rev. Breon wae delegated to visit the miSSion field, and 
to bring order, especially with respect to the departure of' 
brothvr Vander Wagan •. In a lengthy report he presented the 
ne.ds of ths mission. 

In November 1706, brother J. ~. Garvolink, for many years 
thCl zoalou!' treasurer of Heathen V.isBions tendered hie r"eig_ 
nation, beCatl"e of weakness and continued illne8s. Honorable 
resignution wss granted for the time being, for your further 
appro be tion. 

In ev"ry respect it would b. fitting for Synod officially 
to aCknowledge i tB apnrecia tion to the brother who hae sarved 
eo faithfully for the advancement of' Heathem Miseione •.. Also to 
Rev. H. Walkotten, for many yeare preaidont, who hae left for 
another field. Rov. Hoekstra served aa treasurer until th .. Board 
meeting laet year, when Rav. G. D. De Jong was .l~nted, sinc. 
Rev. Hoeketra d.eir.d to reSign. w. trust that Synod will ap?rove 
this appointment. 

\ 
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The Financial Report is as followS$ 

REPORT FOR 1906-1907 

I:lalance 
Receipts, Jun .. 1906 to May 1907 

Total 
Diebursements, June 1906 to May 1907 
I:lalanc", May ;1, 1907 

$ 2,216.44 
12,134.41 

$14,;50·91 
13,222.86 

$ 1,118·05 

Tho greatest amount of the disbursements wae for the 
two wings of the aohool building, approved by the 1aetSynod. 

REPORT FOR 1907-1908 

Balance 
Receipts, June 1, 1907 to May ;1, 1908 

Total 
Disbursements, June 1,'07 to ray ;1,'08 
Balance, Yay :51, 1908. 

$ 1,118.05 
15.057.71 

$16,175·76 
13,069.65 

3 5,106.11 

An encouraging amount of thia balance wae given for the 
proposed medical miSsion. , ' ...: ,,' __ ".' 

" ,V. Proposals of the Board to Synod. S •• Art. ;2, V • 
. ~ 'J 

. , 

Humbly eumitted in the Name of the Board, 

Henry Beeta, secr .. tary. 

" tt ....... *** 

" SUPPLJl)I&NT V. 

REPoRT OF THE JEWISH MISSIOl{ COJ.lMITTEE. 

Esteemod Brethren in our Lord Jeeue Christ, I' , , 
Your Committee enjoye the groat privilege to app.ar before 

the broadest assembly of our churchGo, the Synod', for the 
oighth time, to bring ~te report. It can do Buch with grate­
ful hoart, becauBe the God of Abraham has greatly expanded 
and bleesed' the work of hie ancient poople. 

The Chicago Hebrew Miesion has become a strong growing 
plant'in the 21 years of its $xietancG, and eepecial11 in the 
last '10 years growing aleo with our support; The work is car_ 
ried on at 22 Solon Place, where childron and young people 
are iDDtructed in the truths of salvation. Also the younger 
women 

.-.\, 
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and tha older mother .. are tBur,ht the Word of salvation in 
meetir.go ouch as Ladies' SoCiety and Sewing Circle, which are 
led by competont women who do 90 in love. In tho Reading Room 
a~ 497 South Hulated St. the goepel is proclaimed, and the 
one thing necesaary ie opoken with and to them. In this Read_ 
ing Room th"r .. ie roadlnf, material in Hebrew, Yiddiah, and 
Englioh. Thar" aT" aleo Jewish magazin"e hero,tracta, and 
larp.r and smaller works to paint th'"n to t!':s Messiah. The 
New T .. stament in Hobrew is aloo found her .. becauHo their 
mothElr tongue attracte them. fint and moat. Hundreds of Jews 
are shown and made acquainted with the fact that Jesue Christ 
1e tho M.,ssiah by the proolamation of the gospel. In th_ North­
westorn part of the city at 576 West Division St. B new branch 
haD boen planted. Ther. ar_ about ~O,OOO Jowo in this vicinity. 
It wos rather difficult to procure a building. We first rent_ 
ed, but it did not take long beforo it had to bo bought. Be_ 
oauso the Jews. got wind of it that this buildinl' \fBS to be 
used as a Mission among them, and then they wantod to buy it. 
But th" !!1A.n kept hie word, and we j!at the build ine. The gospel 
ia now beine praclaimed here; nat only.~oes Rev. Lewek, a con­
verted Jew, preach here, but also Revs. Breon and De Leeuw, 
our own lainis tera, ara already known by the Jews through their 
preaching. To hundreds of Jewa week by week, day by day, and 
night by night ,,'hrist is pro"ched, so that the entire house of 
Israel may know, that God has made Him to be Lord and Christ, 
namely this Jesue, whom they crucified. The seed hes been strewn, 
it will bring forth fruit throul'h the working o~ the Holy 
Spirit. Because Jehovah has eaids My word shall not return 
unto me void. Tho children aing Stout Josus, and epeak and 
loarn nbout Him. They learn Bible texts from the Now Testa-
ment as well nD from the Old, and when Jesue is told to them 
they listen attentively. Prayer and thanksgiving is given 
in the name the t 1n above overy namo. There are those who 
have acceptod Christ, and have engaged in the difficult war­
fare. It 10 a hard battle for tho believing Israelite. He 
generally has to loave everythinr" even his closest relatives 
and hiu job. They are the firstfruita of those who are gather-
ed in, and the harvest will follow according to the promisee 
of the Lord. For the Lord will have mercy upon Zion, and He 
shall yet choose Jerusalem. 

Ooncerning the financeD it has been comparatively goad; 
·we could meet our promises and Obligations. 
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FINANOIAL REI'OHT 

Balance, June 1, 1906 
Reoeipts to May 51, 1907 

Disbursementa$ 
Chicago Bebr~ 'Miee. 
Am. Tract Soc. 
Il. 'f.. Hebr. Mias. 
Brooklyn Hebr. Mias. 
Oleveland IM.Hab. Mis. 
Travel and Office ~p~ 

Total 

$5.550.00 
25·00 
25·00 
25·00 
25·00 
17.59 

Balance 
Receipte. June , ' 

Disbursements 

1, '07 to May 51, 1908 
Total 

Chicago Hebr. Mise. 
Travel and Office Exp. 

Balance' 

35,700.00 
--'-~ 

e 994.18 
3.215.46 

#4,209.64 

3.732.)5 
$ 422.89 

; ThU~' your Oommittee has again acted according to the 
boet of its ability, and given the giftB for the salvation 
of the old covenant poople. And theee gifte are diotributed 
'with tlarneatneoB, and consultation, and thrift. Hot only are 
the books, the receipts ,and tho diobursemente carufully ex:" 
ami ned and found in order by your Committee from conviction 
and written therein by the seoretary, Prof. Heyne, in the 
presence of the entire CO!llllli ttee, which makes the inope,ction, 
but the monel' for the Mission are oarefully inacribedin the 
booke, inspected, and publiahed opsnly in the JewiehEra, a 
quarterly booklet published by the Ilobrew Mission. Thus we 
work together with Reformed, Presbytariansj Methodists. As 
churches in this work we and the Reformed ere reprssented 
on the Board. Although there are Presbyterians, Me":.hodiBts, 
Baptists in this work who are faithful and devoted, they are 

,not there ae representatives of their church, but work inde_ 
pendently. 

/ 

, , 
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We have gained a lot of influence with respect tC' thinse 
since we began to eupoort this work. And this influence is 
growing. Three of our members ere on the Mission Board of 
Trust.eos, R"v. Breen, Hr. S. Dekker, and the undersigned, 
while IIr. Dekker is also on t.he gxacutive Oommi ttee. The 
ministers of the Reformed Church are Revs. Kuyper and Jolder­
ema, who also are on the Board. Believing a holy, catholio, 
Christian Ohurch, we labor t.ogethor for the cominr, of the 
Kingdom of God, and tha fulfilment of tho promisee that tho 
fulneoe of the Gentilos shall come in, and all Israel shall 
be saved, that the Redeemer shell oome forth from Zion and 
shall turn aside the ungodlinese of Jacob. 

Your Committee can and may do none other than to recom­
mend this branch of labor to the love, and zeal, and prayers 
of the ministere. the consistorieB. yea. the entire church. 
We also whole heartedly hope that the Church through Svnod 
will not withdraw itaelf from t.he Chicago J ewiBh HisBion. 
" mission of our own is not feaBible. The Hebrew Mission at 
Ohicago last year cost sevent~en thousand dollars. If we -and 
the Reformed were to undertake this work, we would have to 
give double of what we are now giving, and for the Reformed 
it would increaee three_fold. The brethren must realize that 
wo must begin even ae we de amenr the he!! then by. ehowing love 
to youn~ and old. When 8 Jaw embraceo and confaeeeD Chriat, 
he is thrown on the street, bereft, and rejected by all, and 
it is juet they who muet be helped. How soon the Ohristians 
com~nr; out of haa thendom learned this, aB they sent collec­
tione td th6 ea.inte in Judaea and Joruealem, for which Paul 
eo oarneotly etrove. Out withdr.awel from the Chicago Jewieh 
Mission would be for tham a calamity, and with what would 
we replace itt 

By thio meana we brinr, our hearty thanks to all the church­
ee, SOCieties, and individuale, who have supported us with 
their gifts, and we hope that they will not become delinquent, 
and that those who are etill delinquent will be filled with 
zeal. And herewith we place the MisDion among the Jews in the 
hands of Synod, prayerfully recommendinp; it as a woll_pleasing 
work of God, upon which hie bleSsing Burely reste. The word 
spoken by Abraham, and later repeatod by Balaams Whom thou 
doat blese, 1 wlll blees, and cursed be they who curse you, 
is atill true today. The history of all countries and peoples, 
of churches and congregations prove thiB up to thiB day. 

In the Hame of the Conunittee 
for Jewish Miss ions, 

J. I. Fles, Treasurer. 
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SUPPLEMc;NT VI. 

RsPORT OF THE Ei~~~RlTUS BOARD FOR THE 

OHRISTIAN REFORMED SYNOD OF 1908 

Esteomod Brethren: 

The Jilneritue Board hae the .. liUaf'aCU'lll to be able to 
present Ii favorable report with respect to the Emeritue Fund. 

Through the grace of God the Church ae a whole has faith­
fully collected for this fund, whereby tho treasurer waB in 
a position to pay quarterly 100%, and at the aame time help 
out a widow temporarily in need with 3125.00. 

Ve 

.. 
" 

The 

place before Synod the following allowances$ 

>·Rev. Vanden Bok 
Rev. G. Brcene 
Rev. R. Drukk~r 

Mra. Temple 
Mre. Broeketra 
Mrs. Langere!8 
Mre. Rameyn 
Mre. ~. R. Haan 
Mrs. Stadt 
Mrs. Vorst 
Mrs. Van Houten 
Mre. J. E. De Groot 
Mrs. Stuit 

booke of the troasurer were 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Receipts 
Disbursements. 
Balance 

Receipts 
Di8bureelD~nte 

Balance 

Lubbers Fund 

1906-1907 

1907-1908 

8400.00 
~O.OO 
200.00 
200.00 

.200.00 
.200.00 
200.00 

·150·00 
.150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
100.00 
100.00 

examined II rid 

82,998.64 
2.831.82 

$ 166.75 

82.92'.35 
. 2,836.72 
$ 86.6, 

$1,378.86 

approved. 

Synod decide to set the quota at 20¢ per family, 
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It is reminded that the t6rms of Rev. J. B. Hoekstra, Mr. 
S. S. Postma, and Hon',G. W. Mokms end. 

With gratitude to God and praying that Synod my viaibly 
be l~d by the Spirit of God. 

In the Ilame of the Board, 

M. Van Vessom, Secretary. 

REPORT OF THE OO~~ITTgg FOR OHUROH HELP. 

Bsteemed Brethrenl 

Your Oommittee has the honor and the p16asure to present 
the following to YOUI 

Ohurah Help mieht aontinue its work for two years, and 
more than over before receive the support and love of the 
Ohurch. According to thl3 mandate of the previous Synod, all 
outst.e.nd!.ng notes were changecl, and the payment of 5;" inter_ 
sst on the notes was termina ted. All the churches concerned 
have willingly and gladly submitted to this deciSion. With 
but few exceptions tho demand for ra-payment waa faithfully 
heeded. 

Because the need of the congregations that receive 
aid dawanded it,a request was made for an extra collection, 
and about one half of the ohurches responded. Delin~uent 
Oonsiotoriaa who never or seldom did any thine for Church 
Help were sent a letter in the name of the Oom~ittee. eome­
thing that required a lot of work, but had vary good reeults. 
Hence we were able to aatiafy almost all of the requesta. 

The disbursements were S4,~48.l0, so that there 1a a 
balance of :$495.74. 

The following churches' receivod helps 

Pessaio II $500.00 Sheldon $500.00 
Oskalooea 500.00 G.R. Burton Heights 500.00 
Sullivan 300.00 East Palmyra 200.00 
Chicago, O. 400.00 Prairie Oity 500.00 
Doon 300.00 Racine 500.00 
Byron Oenter ~OO.OO 

• 

.,' " 
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nle following churches are indebted to Churoh Helps 

Noordeloos 
Atwood 
Ellsworth 
Sullivan 
Hudeonvi 11e 
ChiCAgo, O. 
Grant 
Lynden 
Oak Harbor 
Kanawha 
Byron Oenter 
Rudyard 
Oaldwell 
Rusk 
Doon 
Leota 
Oarnes 
Maxwell 01 ty 
Edgerton 

. Prairie C1 ty 

$ ~O.oo 
90·00 

285·00 
~~2.50 
475·00 
~80.{)0 

285·00 
~OC.OO 
~75·00 
180.00 
500.00 
144.00 
~OO.OO 

95·00 
~OO.OO ' 
2~9.25 
285·00 

15·00 
250.00 
500 .00 

P8.eoaic II i450·00 
Pease 100.00 
George 125·00 
Harvey. ~50·oo 
Alamosa 400.00 
Hull, Ia. 250.00 
Racine ~00.00 
Lebanon 180.00 
Hoapers ,150·00 
East Palmyra 190.00 
Volea 285·00 
Oekalooea 475.00 
Zillah 290.00 
Sheldon 500.00 
G.R.Burton Heighta 500.00 
Sully ~5·00 
Kenosha 175·00 
Rochester ~O.OO 

., , . 

,'With thanks for the confidence placed in us. . - ... '. ,._,; ~:' :".' I'. .',.' 

Tho Oommi ttee for Church Help. 
.", . 

I. Van Dellen, President 

\ ,'. J. V.anni, Secretary 
J. Vander Mey, Treasurer 

........... 

SUPPLEMENT VIII. 

REPORT OF DE. WAOI!TER OOI·IMITTEE. 

Beloved Brethren ih our Lords 

The Oommittee of Supervision of De Wachter has the honor 
of informing you concernine the following, 

I. The Oommittee met only three times. Not one member 
was hindarad from being preoent, and generally the ll:di tor­
in-Ohief, the Businese ~1anag"r. and the Publisher were pre­
sent. It waB a pleasure working together. There were no dis­
agroements that disturbed ue. 

II. The last Synod decided that henceforth De Wachter 
should appear in a larger fOl"ClBt with an increaeed numbor 
of departments. ~e Oommittee hae executed the decieion 
ae it waS given. As co-editor for the Department of ~eo­
logy and Ethics 
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Rev. R. L. Hoan. Ph. D., hae functioned, and Rev. J. Vander May 
'for thA Del'!lrtm"nt of Vi">Il and Critics. There Was alway6 a 
good relationship between the personnel of De Wachter and the 
Oomllli ttee. Through God' e goodness they all wore spa red. 

III. Accordinr to Synodical decision anyone having a re­
mark or request to make. write directly to the Cocl'1ittee or 
the E:ditor-in-Chief, instead of De W,..chteJ:, for placement. 
#. couple of letters were received, ate ting tha tit would be 
better to place the names of the co-editors under their arti­
clee. ,which the Committee deciden not to do. The Oommittee 
thought it was better not to make a change, and so informed 
the correepondents. 

IV. Thobooke of the Buein"Bc Manager were exeminad and 
found in order. It appeared that in June 1906 thare was a 
balance of3905.62. Receipts from June 1, 1906 to May ,1,. 
1~7 were;}7,841.69. making a total of $8,747.,1. The dis_ 
bursement. for this term, Including the Theological School, 
were ~7,12e.20, leaVing n balance on June 1, 1907 of $1,619.11. 
Recoipts from June 1, 1907 to "' ... y 51,1908 "'''ren ,;;65.10, and 
including the balance,s total of . .19,184.21. Disbursements were 
\18,171. 52, eo tha t on June 1, 1908, there wae B balance of 
'1,102.89. The sum of $2,900.00 was given to the '~heological 
SChool. This is $1,100.00 lese than'the last term. The reason 
for this is in connection the pOOrGr times which are general 
throughout the land, and also the enlargement of De iiachter. 

V. In 1906 De ~aohter had 5,080 subscribers. The number 
has now climbed to 6,000, an increase of 920, which i6 not 
much in two yesrs. This undoubtedly is to be explained by 
the fact that eO: many are unemployed, and thus do not sub_ 
ecribe to De l"achter or cancel their subscription. 

VI. TIle Committee feels freo to recommend the entire 
Wachter personnal for re-appointment. It eleo requests Synod 
to coneider whether the honorarium-of the Editor-in-Ohief 
should be increaaed. 

VII. An overture from 01880is Iowa to change the form of 
De Wachter. The Committee strongly adviees against any change 
espeoially because of the expenBes connected therewith, 
which would be ~75.00 per week, snd ~',500.00per venr. Our 
advice is to l~t De Wachter remain as it,now ie. 

Humbly submitted, 

J. l<lanni., PreSident 
J. W. Brink, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT IX. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR RESOLUTIOI~ 

OF SYMPATHY. 

Esteemed Apsemblys 

lbis time aleo we romomber wi th aCi·t~w and distress the 
brethren, who, since the laet Synod, have paaeed away by death. 

As we may believe, Brter having fought the good fight 
here, they, as victor", have been translated into a .better 
Fatherland. 

Rev. H. Van Hoogen was the first one who was taken from 
us. We had not expeoted it. But it appoared that the Lord1s 
thoughts ware different than oura. and therefore we may not 
lament. The Lord, through Rev. Van Hoogen, haa accomplished 
much. 

He wae born in the year 18:56, and died in 1907. at the 
age of approxilll!1tely 70 yeare. From the year 1865 to the. 
day of' hin deeth, thue during a poriod of about 42 yeare 
he wae Bctive in the lQ,ngdom of' God. In the Netherlande he. 
served churches in Gees, Burum, Niezijl, Hoogeveen, and 
~ildervank. Here in North America at the age of 5C years 
he labored in Roseland, Oh~dBgo, Ill, and later eerved the 

'churchee of Holland, Mioh., and Prospect Park, New Jersey. 
~ ,; :-

Rev. J. E. De Groot followed 800n afterwards. The Lord. 
took him in the compara ti ve ly young aee of :55 yeare. He 
became a minister in 1900, andeerved. the churches of Pease, 
Minn. and New Holland, S. D., about eix yeare of bleseed 
service. 

About the 3ame time at the congregation of Noordeloo8, 
MiChigan, the layman leader, J. Molhoek, died. This brother 
came to America in 1895. and was active in Noordeloos from 
february, 1902 to December, 1906. And his work there for 
four yeare through the grace of God produoed much fruit. 

Let ue be reminded, brethren! that the departure of theee 
brethren speak to ue. l(ork ae long ae it ie day, f'or the .night 
,comoth whenno one can work. Be faithful unto deeth, and 
he Shell give you the crown of life. The Lord oomfort the 
Borrowing with Hie grace • 

. F. J. Drost,. Reporter 

", " 
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SUPPLEMENT X. 

REPORT OF' TH& lJEMI_(ENTIDlNIAL CCtJIMITTEE 

TO TUg SYNOD OF 1908. 

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren, 

Your Oommittee appointed for the management o~ the cele_ 
bration of~the 50th anniversary of our denomination has co~ 
pleted its task to the bost of ito ability. 

The general celebration which took place in Grand Rapids 
on Monday, April 8, 1907. was above the object of our concern. 
And aocording to our flattery it waS a beautiful accowpliehed 
attew~t festively end fittingly"to commeworato t,e deeds of 
the Lord "IQOng us and through the fleeting 50 yeare. A perma­
nent rem<'lmbrance of this anniversary is the "Book, of Memory· 
with its 250 pages, handoomely bound, and received favorably 
both at hOIDe and abroed. The firat" thousand were soon Bold "Out. 
The 8<lcond thoL;sarrl with a few additional pages haec not yet been 
Bold. Po.oibly tho beot solution is that you grant ?ermioe~on 
to the publishers who have a contract with us, the brethren 
J. B. Hlllet and B •. 8evenelIlS, to zrant e. "pecial co=iueion 
to its "r;ents. 1ii th your nermisBion we will send e. few copies 

"to",the Netherland! for pOBeible sale there, 

The financial report is given by the treaeurer, brother 
G. W. ~lolOOa. (Cf. Acts, Art. 74.) 

Synod will certainl,y decide to whom or by whom the ex­
ploitation of the r~st of the copies, about 500, ehall be 
given, in order tha t the remaining of about 500 oO!,iee may 
b.a Bold, and not r"wsin ae a capital loee. Concerning th;,> 
the balance you also shall dMide. 

Thanking you for the confidence placed in us, your 
Oommitt~e for the 50th anniversery of our Orurch, 

J. Noordewier, President 
E. Breen 
I. Verlee 
G. W. Mokma, Treasurer 
Henry Beeta, S"cret~ry 
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S UPPLEMliliT XI. 

THE HOLLANDERS IN ARGENTINA. 

(See Aots, Art. ~6) 

The undorsigned having recently come from the Netherlands 
for the purpose of regulating the ecclesiastical life of the 
Dutch oolonies of Argentina, .. by this in!'" • .na the Dutch ohurchse 
of North America, whioh more than once have shown their heart­
felt s~apathy for the brethren to the South, that in the power 
of God all meane be used in order to bring' the churohes here 

.to a good appearance, which under the blessing of God will take 
plaoe. The apiritual oircumstances in the Dutch oolony 1s very 
sad. The colony from the beginning miaeed a Van RaaHe, who 
gave spiritual and authcri tive guidance. As sheep without· a 
shepherd they wandered about, given into the hands of epecu_ 
latora, who drove them as slavos many days into inner landa. 
Thereafter, having experienced innumerably muoh suffering 
and misery, a misery whereby a great number died through sick-' 
ness; the remainder of this migration of 1669-90 came to 
Buenos Airee and other places. In Buenos Aires othe12 from 
Holland joined them. Through the lack of the. regular preach­
in~ of the Word and competent lR1/$~rehip. the flock hae ·been 
neglected and fallen deeply. ¥~ny~been loet in various sects, 
( B8B~~Ilj;.I'te~alvation Army, /<'aith Healers, etc.;; stl'ife and 
BchlemA the the remainiOE; from one anoth .. r. Esc •• did liha t \,ae 
,ood ill hi~ o ... n eyes. The youn;:; people 1I1th full llal1 "lint 
into ~h" world. With all orale .. mention must be mada of the 
remnant, which, und.'r th~· guidance of the ~ldors remained 
etodfast in the principles, and did not ceaee by day or by 
~ight to 0011 for help to t~e brethren in North America and 
in HoUilnd. ·80 tha t all would not b" loet. If for. Beven years 
~ minister from North Amerioa or Holland had co~", there, in 
ilL probaility, would be a flourishing congregation today. 
At .that time 150 people r,athered on Sunday to worship. There­
after schism, falling away, .. nd ecattering took place. What 
muet now be done is to make good what was ne~lected, make faet 
that which is loooe, to gather from the scattered thoee which 
etill can be resoued.Ecclesiastical life must bl) inetituted 
UPQR a fitting baeie, and it is also neoessary toobtein a 
church building (the renting of a room, ..michie now being 
done. does not fulfil the need, .and, ie,·veryexpensive). 
The brethren -
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canno~. however, raiee the neceeeary funde, despite their great 
solf_donillle. 

The undersigned has received a friendly reception in the 
circle of the important N"therl~nders in this city. And al­
though they do not belong to the church (the mord well-to-do, 
who are eom~wh"t rel1eioua, have joinea B Gerl1l8n church; there 
wae a time becauue of the neelect, r<llap"e. and diesoluteneoe 
of the Hollanders, that thoy were aahamed of the Holland neme;) 
these have out of' sytlpa thy with the Dutch colony given them 
support and have promised more. But one cannot continually go 
begginr; to those who are outside. It is therefore that I feel 
free to recommend the Holland Church of BuenoB Airee for help 
and support of siater ohurches, and the Reformed brethren of 
North America. '!'he brethren here givelleven above their ability. 
There are thoee who give "vorything to the Church that they 
can miG". Will you, therefore, siator churches remember those, 
who have to struggle 80 much, in your prayera and love offer­
inge. It will Boon need a ~l.OOO.OO. It hopes that this will 
be realized thrc~gh your liberality. 

. The church undoubtedly has a good future in this bnd 
, that has such 8. rich development for the future. As a center 
it is of th" greatest importance tor th" Holland colony. 
Wi thou"\, th~m, humanly apMking, the Holland nation here will 
disappollr spiritually and morally. If ·the church can onc" get 
on top, it will in the long run be able to take care of itself. 
Let th~ churches or the brethren be so good aD to e"nd th"ir 
gifts for the Reformed Ohurch of Buenos Aires to De Wachter. 
And above all not eiv" their gift to individualS, who olaim 
to b" ralsinF, money for this church. As it apnears that already 
in thill !Jl!lnner fraud is b"ing attempted. Th" Consistory has 
appointed no one to collect for it; and so far no money has 
been rdceived. 

Undoubtedly I will la tor info'rm you some more about the 
work here and in other colonieo of Hollend extraction in 
Argentina, .. l!lnd which continue. to call for people to settle 
in the fruitful, undeveloped fields. 

Your Fellow-Brother in Christ Jesus, 

Dr. J. Van Lonkhuizen. 
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SUPPLEMENT XII. 

COliOLUSIONS OONCERNING CIillTAIN DOCTRINAL DIF?ERi!:NCES. 

Adopted by the General Synod of the Oereformeerde Kerken 
in the Netherlands at Utreoht. Seotember 7. 1905. 

(Cf. 1.01.8 1908. Art. 58,1.) 

A. ~NFRA- OR SUPRALAPSAR!ANISM 

In regard to the first point. inf'ra- or Bupralapsarian­
ism, Synod deolareas 

tha tour OonfessionaL Standards admittedly follow the infra­
lapearian presentation in respect to the doctrine of eleotion, 
but it ia evident both from the wording of Ohap .er I, Artiole 
7. at the Canons of Dordt, that thie is in no wiee intended 
to exolude or condemn the supralapearian presentation; 

that it is hance not permitted to present the eupralapearian 
view aD the doctrine of the Heformed Churches. of the Nether­
lands, b~neither to moloetanyone wbc·personally holds the 
eupralf\p~arian view, inasmuch ae the Synod of Dordt has made 
no pronouncement upon thie disputed point. 

Furthermore, Synod adds the warning that 91Jch profound 
doctrineo, which are far beyond the understan'iing of the 
oom:non peoplo, ·should be diacuosed as little as possible 
in the pulpit,and that one ehould adhere in the preaching 
of the Itord and in eEl techetical instruction to the presen­
tation offered in our Oonfeasional Standards. 

B. ETERNAL JUSTIFIOATION 

In regard to the second point. sternal justification, 
Synod. deolares I 

that the term ~tse.lf doee no"t occur in our Oonfessional 
, Standards but that it 1e not for this reason to be disap­

proved, any more than we should be justified in disapproving 
the term Oovenant of Worke and Similar terms which have been 
adopted through theological usageJ 

that it is incorrect to eay that our Confessional Standards 
Imow on~y of a justification by and through faith, since both 
God's liord (Romans 4125) and our Confession (Article XX) 
speak explicitly of an objMtive justifioation sealed by ths· 
resurrection of Christ, whioh in point of time preoedes sub_ 
jectivo justificationl 

that, moreover, as far ae the matter itsslf is concerned, 
all our churches eincerely believe and confess that ChriP+ 
from eternity in the Counael of Peaae undertook to be the 
Surety of His people; taklne their guilt upon Himself aa also 
thet afterward He by His suffsrinr, and death on Golgotha 



I 
I 

Pag!) 82 

actually paid the ranuom for UB, roconciling ua to God while 
.we were yet enemiesi but that on tho baais of God's Vord and 
in harmony with our ~onfession it must be maintained with 
equal firmneae that we porsonally become partakers of this 
benefit only by a sincere faith. 

Vherefore Synod earnestly warne ar.ainst any view that 
would do violence either to Ohriet'e et,;rnal suretyship for 
hie elect. or to the requirement of a aincere faith to be jus­
tified before God in the tribumal of conscience. 

o. IMMEDIATE: nEGENEAATI01~ 

In regard to the third point, immediate regeneration, Synod declareas 
tha t this term may be used in a good eenae, insofar as our churches 
have, over againBt the Lutheran and noman Oatholio churches, always 
profe~eed that regeneration is not effected throu~h the. Word or the 
eacraroonts as such, but through tho almighty and regener&ting oper-
ation of the Holy Spiriti 

that this regenerating operation of the Holy Spirit, however, should 
not be in euch a way divorced from the preaching of the Word as if 
theD" two ware sapar!! te from each other. For though the Con:"eaeion 
teacheo that we should have no doubt concernin~ the salvation of our 
chilcl"tln dyinr; ill thtlir infancy daopite the fact that they have not 
heard the r>reachinE 01' the Goepal, and though our Confesaional Stand­
ards nowherG oxprese themselves about the manner in,which such regan­
eration take" pl"ce in these and other children, it ia, on the other 
hand, no loeB certain that the Gespel is a power of God unto salva_ 
tion to everyontl that believeth, and that in the oaee of: adul te the 
regonerating operation of the Holy Spirit accompanies the preaching 
of the Goepel. 

Even though Synod does notdiopute that God is able aleo apart 
from the preaching of the liord_...as, for instance, in tha pagan world 
---to regenflrate those whom IiG will, yet Synod judgee that on the 
baeie of the liord of God we ara not able to Ul!Ike any decl9.ration in 
respect to the question whether this actually occure, and that, there_ 
fore, we should adh~re to the rule which the revtlaled Word offers ue, 
and ehould leave the hidden things to the \-ord our God. 

D. PRESUJ.1PTIVE REGi:iNERATION 

And finally, in regard to the fourth point, presumptive regen­
eration, Synod declaress 

that according to the Oonfeseion of our churches the seed of the 
covenant, by virtue of the oromiea of God, must be held to be reESn­
era ted and sanotified in Chriet, until upon growing up they ehould 
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manifeot the contrary in their way of life or in doctrine; 

that it is, however, less correct to say that baptism is adminis_ 
tered to the children of believer" on tho ground of their pre_ 
sumed regeneration, a ince the ground of baptism is found in the 
command and the promloe of God; 

tha t, further.nore, the judgment of charity with which the Church re­
gards the seed of the covenant as regenbTated. does not at all im­
ply that each child is actunlly born again, seeing that God's Word 
teachee that they are not all Iorael that are of Israel, and of 
Isaac it io said, MIn him ahall thy eeed b~ called" (Romans 916,7), 
so that it is imperative in the preaching constantly to urge ear­
nest self-examination, since only he that believeth and is baptized 
ehall be saved. 

Moreover, Synod in agreement with our ConfeoHion maintains that 
-the SBcramento are not empty or meaningless sirne, so ae to deceive 
ua, but visible Signs and eeals of an inward and invisible thing, by 
moans of which God works in US by the power of the Holy Spirit~ 
(Article 33), and that more particularly baptism i8 called ~the wash­
in'g' 01' regenerationK and "the washing away of ains- because God 

'·would "aseuTS·UB by this divine pledge and sign that we are spirit­
ually clBanaed from our 6i.ns s. roally as we are outwardly washed 
wi th water"; wherefore our Church in the prayer after baptism 
Mthsnka and praiseD God that he hae forgiven us anu our children 
'all ,our Sins, through the blood of His beloved Son Jesus Christ, !lnd 
receive~ ue through Hia Holy Spirit as members of Hie only begotten 
Son, and so adopted ue to be His children, end eealed and confirm­
ed the same unto us by holy baptism"; so that our Oonfessional 
Standards clearly teach that the sacrament of baptiem signifies and 
seals the washing away of our ains by the blood and the Spirit of 
Jesus Ghrist, that ie, the justification and the renewal by the 
Holy Spirit as benefits which God has bestowed upon our seed. 

Synod i8 of the opinion that the representation that every 
elect child is on that account already in faot regenerated even 
before baptism oan be proved neither on Scriptural nor,on confes_ 
sional grounds, seeing that God fulfills His promise sovereignly 
in Hia own time, whether before, during, or after baptism. it is 
hence i@perative to be circumopect in one's utterances on this mat­
ter, 60 as not to deSire to be wise beyond that whioh God has 
revealed. 
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