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The first seséion, June 15, Wednesday.

Art. 1 After the delegates had convened on. the evening previous

to this session, under the guidance of the Rev. A. Keizer, President
of the previous Synod, at the Christian Reformed Church on Spring
st. (Commerce st) where a service of prayer was held to ask the
Lord for his blessing; the delegates now assemble to the appointed
time in the spacious auditorium of the Theological School.

The Rev} Keizer calls the Aésembly to order, and after Psalm
84 vs. 1,4 are sung and after Scripture reading, Matthew 5, 1-18,
the Rev. addresses the Assembly as follows.
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Honorable Brothers in Christ; Brother Ministers and Elders, delegates
to our highest Assembly; Honored Professors of our Theological
School, Pre-Advisors of the Synod:

Grace, mercy, and peace, be granted to you from God the Father,
and his Son, Jesus Christ, through the Holy Splrlt Amen.

When Alexander the Great on hir famous expedltlon to Persia,
after an unspeakable campaign, finally broke the strength of
Persia , at Issus; and when King Darius could scarcely save himself
by abandoning his Chariot, shield, bow, and his mantel; and when
the whole Persian encampment, with the mother and one of his wives,
with two daughters of the King fell into the hands of the Canqueror;
then Darius, who had fled over the Euphrates, offered Alexander
all the lands on this side of the river to buy his peace.

The great Macedonian conveyed this message to his grey-
haired field general and friend, Parmenio, and asked him what he
thought of it. Without hesitation, Parmenio answered, "If I were
Alexander the Great, I would accept the offer." The Kind said,

"I would do so too if I were Parmenio.”" And the campaign was renewed.
Alexander wished to conquer the world, and not a bit less.
Whether this was good or bad was another question. But if his King

was determined to carry this out, then his servant took a tather

dim view of the matter. There are the same type of people in the
Service of the Christ, who hold that religion must be confined to

the Church and to the inner Chamber and that it must be divorced

from social life, nor should it be exposed to the public market
place, nor have anythingto do with school, church, or with socieﬂt:

No one is moved by thatjtype of Christianity. To sing praises to one,
Zauding another for his tolerance, and considering champions as
mighty men; this avails nothing.

%; Brothers, Christ is the light of the world. His word is
light. It must shine in the darkest areas of the heart and of life.
Let us then as churches be guided in our ecclesiastical life by that
light; and that we also permit that light to shine in the areas
- of society.

Alexander desired to conquer the whole world, and punished
his servant who was of a differnet opinion. Christ likewise demnads

the whole world of our spiritual being. Do we confess, do we
honor........

e o
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Him as the King of his Churchj; but do we also acknowledge him in
all walks of life as good Calvinists sould?

Our churches also - how can it be otherwise - come into contact
with the social life in various ways, we even not this in the
Agendum. May this Synod be of service to the welfare of the
churches, enlightened and supported by the decisions it makes, and
may it bring all justifiable means to bear so that it may be a
positive force in our social existence. Church and society are two.
But their relation must be such that the church spreads the light
of Christ abroad. and also the light of his word. DNor is this a
special grace. In this we are still in the realm of common grace.
But the church is there and it must be a blessing. But the church
1§ there and it must be a blessing to society.

May the decisions which are to be made by this, our highesf
assembly affect our holiest needs, first for a ble551ng to the church,
and then to our social life.

Christ is the light of the world. '
‘ The Prayer.

Art, 2. The mandates are requested. They are handed in by the
delegates and read to the Assembly. -
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The delegates are listed by Classes, however, they are not
llsted in the translation.
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The professors of the Theological School are present in an advisory
capacity. They are Prof. Boer, Beuker, and Hemkes.

Art. 3. The Officers of the Synod are chose. They are:

Rev. J. Manni, President

Rev. G.D. De Jong, Vice-president
Rev. W. Heyns, Clerk

Rev. P, Ekster, Assistant Clerk

The past President transfers his duties to the newly appointed
President with a few appropriate words, and the new President
asc-nds the praesidium with a few words in reply. He states that
he is incompetent to undertake this task and request the assistance
of all the delegates in carrying out his work.

Art. 4. The President now reads the "Form of Unity" and all delegates

while standing, agree with an audlble "YES",

Art. 5. The Synod is informed that the Rev. M.A. Gault is present
from. the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Chicago. He is the

Editor of the "Christian Cynosure". The brother is welcomed and is
then seated with those present in an advisory capacity. He is then
guestioned reagrding his presence, and if he desires to address the
Synod. He replies that he has not come as a delegate from his church,
but at the request of one of our ministers, to represent the National
Christian Association. This Association campaigns against Secret
Societies, and thus he would very much desire to address the:
delegates. It was decided to give him permission for this after

the afternoon intermission.
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Art, 6. The time of the Sessions will be as follows:

A.M. Sessions 8:00 - 11:30
~ P.M. Sessions 2:00 - 6:00
There will be a 15 minute intermission 1n each session.

Art, 7. The Revs. K. Kuiper and J. Wyngaarden are appointed to review
the previous Acts of the Synod of 1896 and to choose those which need
more discussion. .

Art. 8. Closing Devotions.
The Second'Session, Wednesday, June 15.
Art. 9. Opening Devotions.

Art. 10; The President now introduces the first matter to be dis-
cussed as it is stated in the Agenda.

A ruling for the method of carrying on the work of the Synod.
a) The Synod demand that by the appointment of Committees on

Pre-Advice, that they do more than has hertofore been done by such
Committees up to this time, and that they shall serve the Synod

‘with reports which are thoroughly worked out, in which reasons and

motlves are clearly stated, as well as reasons for the advice they
glve, and then that they be given plainly and completely.
Classis Iowa

b) The Synod will consider using Commlttees on Pre—Adv1ce
as little as possible.
Classis Muskegon




Page 10

After a discussion of the above, the Synod decides to use -
Committees on Pre-Advice, and it thus adopts the proposal of Classis
Iowa. The President now appoints the Committee which will appoint
committees on Pre~Advice on the various proposals in the Agendum. .
It also sets the time ' in which they are to report. Each Committee
that is chosen will choose its own reporter. ;

Art. 11. The Committee (ad hoc) reports, a) that they have found i
the Minutes of the previous Synod in perfect order, and that they

are included in the Book of Synodical Minutes. The Committee for
reviewing these Article reports on those which need to be recon51dered
Among the others mentioned the Committee finds Articles 23 and 91
contain resolutions for the deceased ministers, and these resolutions

'should be continued in this Assembly also. This is approved by o
the Synod. _ N

Art, 12, It is decided to formulate a resolution of sympathy for
those who have passes away since the previous synod and that his
resolution be placed in the Minutes of this Synod. The Revs. C.

. Bode, H. Van ‘Hoogen, and K. Kuiper are chosen for this task.
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Art. 13. The matter of the divison of Classis Iowa, (Art. 13,
1896) has been completed. However the Classis is informed of one
change which was made. The newly formed Classis has taken

on the name, Classis Oost Friesland rather than the name of Classis
- Ackley. Alos Prinsburg has remained in Classis Iowa, and Baldwin
with Classis Illinois.

Art. 14. According to Art. 17 of 1896, the President asks if anyone
should be appointed to arrange special railroad permits for half
fare tickets for the delegates. But since the railroads have now
arranged matters in such a way that each delegate can arrange his
own deductions, it is not thought necessary. Therefore, the sum

of $20.00 set aside for this will be returned to the Treasury.

Art, 15. The Collector for the Theological School is now asked
about the $6000.00 which is still unpaid, and which Grand Rapids

had promised to give to the School, if the school were placed in
Brand Rapids. The Rev. Noordewier states that this matter might have
been taken care of more efficiently if the previous Synod had

dealt differently concerning it. A proposal was now made and
accepted. The Synod returning to Art. 76 and Art. 82 of the

Synod of 1896.......




~and $8.60 for this fund.
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resolves to cancel the staement concerning security and interest,

and then mandates the Collector to procure the amoun in the best way
possible.

Art. 16 In Art 92 of the previous Acts, it was decided to cancel
the statement concerning the auditing of the books on the day set
for doing so. In place of this a committee was asked to audit

and check the various funds. But after each committee had checked
the accounts of the Treasurers with the day books of the Clerks,
was found to be superfluous to app01nt Committees in addition.

Thus point "d" the last phrase is thus omltted, i.e. by a Committee
chosen by synod.

it

Art. 17. According to Art. 94 of the Acts of 1896, in which the Rev.

Noordewier was appointed as the Collector for the Theological Schoeol,

he is now asked to report to the Synod on this work and he states
that he has handed over to the Treasurer the amounts of $65.00

This is acceptéd and he is requested
to continue in his office. ' :

Art., 18. Since all the above matters concerned old business, the
President now introduces the matter of the division of a Classis.
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The- Synod saction the divison of Classis Grand Rapids into Classis
Grand Rapids East and Classis Grand Rapids West.

a) -Classis Grand Rapids East:

Dennis st Spring st Cleveland, East Side
East st Kellogsville " West "
- QOakdale Park Fisher Sta. Saron. -
) Coldbrook Perch Lake
b

Classis Grand Rapids West:
Crosby st _Grandville Kalamazoo, Walnut st
Alpine Jenison " S. Burdick st
Broadway Lamont North West st.
LaGrave ‘Eastmanville Sun |
Fifth Avenue Allendale

In Name of Classis Grand Rapids,
P. Ekster.

Since the delegates state that a division is a pressing need,
because of the present size of the Classis, and that the classis
had considered other divisions, but this one seemed to be the best,
this request was granted by the Synod.

Art. 19. The various Committees on Pre-Advice have now been chosen
and they are read to the Synod. (These committees are not listed in
the translation)




Page 14

- (The continuation of the Committees on Pre-Advice)
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(Concluding the listed Committees)

Art. 20 The President now surrenders the floor to the Rev. M.A,
Gault, who thus addresses the Assembly:

Mr. President, dear Fathers and Brothers:

It is truly a privilege which I have long anticipated, that
of addressing this Assembly at this time. My hear was touched
when I read the history of your church, and when I found that it
was so similar to our church. Both of the churches were cradled
in foreign countrles, yours in Holland, ours iIn Scotland. Defending
the highest power in church and society, was the ba gis of our
existence. From that, both of us also turned away from Secret
Societies, and began to oppose them. Both of us also hold that the
Psalms are the only songs to be sung during worship services.

However, I did not come as a representative of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, to which I belong, but instead to represent
the National Christian Association, an organization now in existence
for 30 years. For its purpose, it distributes books and literature
and ...eve000 ‘
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edits a monthly publication, the Christian Cynosure, which is
printed to oppose Secret Societies. This publication is supported
by various churches and by private individuals, thru offerings and
various other methods, and it rejoices in a continual increase in
subscriptions. And there is a good reason for rejoicing for it

is a struggle against Secret organizations, which are bound together
by caths for:

1) They are opposed to Christian Doctrine, Did not the Lord
state: Let your light so shine among men......

2) They oppose the example set by Christ. He said, "I have
spoken openly in all places, nor have I taught anything in secret.”
3) They are drawing people away from the churches. They
make a worshilp service of their organization, a church which they
feel is good enough. They even declare that persons who live up

to the rules of Free Masonry will certainly attain Heaven. And
their works follow after them. The present conditions in Chicago
are such that about only 5% of the young men in the city are
church members. Most of the rest are connected with lodges.

k) And in those things in which they place the most honor,
and in which they attempt to give themselves a show of respecta-
bility, and the means which they employ in enchanting and drawing
persons to them; this assistance and show of affection is entirely
false. They do do good but only to those who aid them - not to
everyone. They love humanity but only so long as this part of
humanity is a member of the lodge, and as long as these in whom
they are interested have funds at thier disposal. Their show of
affection is nothing but selfishness, a state absolutely foreign
to Christian love. :

Thus you can see why we ke a stand against them, and why we
prefer to have nothing to do with them. There are those who oppose
Secret Societies, but who still wish to have the members of these
societies in the churches as members of the church also. Then -
s0 they say - one can work with them and persuade them to leave the
lodge. A dangerous suggestion, to say the least. One person once
had a parrot who was very adept at swearing. Another person who
had one who had learned to pray. Someone suggested that they be
put into one cage so that the latter would learn to pray also. No
sooner said than done. But the results were just the opposite.
And would it not be the same in our world? "Have no association
with the wicked works of the Devil" the Word of God states.
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And the evil of Secret Societies is spreading very rapidly. A
minster from a neighboring denomination pointed out to me that the
new membership for a year had dropped from 64,000 to 19,000 and
he blamed this decrease on the growth of Secret Societies. This
upset him and discouraged him very much. One can easily notice
it in midweek prayer services. The Churches are filled with women
but the men are absent. The latter are in lodges. 1In every sphere
Free Masonry is the power behind the throne. It is coming to the
point where a person can hardly begin a new project unless he is
a lodge member. This is astounding. However a ray of light appears
on the horizon. People are beginning to realize what a part
Secret Societies are beginning to play in life. -Their eyes are
being opened. i

I wish with all my hear, that matters may go well with you,
and that we may become better acquainted. The hope also is that
we may unite against this common evil, for in a struggle of this
sort, we sorely need each other.

I thank you for the opportunity which you have given me to
address you. If anyone wishes to question me further, I shall

- answer gladly.

After the speaker had answered a few questions put to him,
the President asks the Rev. E. v.d. Berge to thank him in the
name of the Synod.

Art. 21. The report of the Board of Heathen Missions is next in
order, This report is given by the Rev. J. Groen. The report is
approved and placed in the Supplements (Suppl. V)

It is first handed over to the Committee on Pre-Advice, who will

"consider the sections which will need to be discussed.

Art. 22. The report of the Board of Home Missions is now taken up,
with . the Rev. G.D. De Jong reporting. This also contains sections
which must be brought up for discussion..... '
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And it is thus handed to the Committee on Pre-Advice, After this
it will be placed in the Supplements, (Suppl. III)

Art, 23. Closing Devotions.

The Third Session. Thursdaf, A.M. June 16, 1898.
Art 24, Opening Devotions. '

Art. 25 The Minutes are read and approved.

Art 26. The Report of the Committee on Jewish Missions, the Rev.
I.J. Fles, Reporter.

This report is approved by the Synod and placed in the Supplements
(Suppl. VI)

1) A proposal is submitted to the Synod by the Committee that
in the future it discontinue supporting a number of Jewish projects
and rather concentrate on one Mission, and that it be the Jewish
Mission in Chicago, and to contribute $500.00 annually to its support
since this amount is already received by the Committee. The Com-
mittee sees the advantages in the above proposal. Our work will
thus be centralized in one section rather than weakly supported
areas in various sections; moreover this tends to a more unified
effort. That the committee suggests Chicago Hebrew Mission for-
its support, and that this is as an important area as any other....
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is for the reason that it is centrally located, as far as our Church
life is concerned. 1In addition, the mission has consented to
accept on its Committee two Trustees names by the Synod, who can
thus use their influence for a gradual change into our type of
ecclesiastical life. The Committee recommends the Brothers J.I.
Fles and S. Dekker for acceptance by the Synod.

This proposal is approved and the brothers mentioned above are
chosen to serve on the Committee.

2) The Committee also feels the need for a more efficient set
of rules for its work in the form of a constitution. Therefore,
one has been prepared and it is submitted to the Synod. But the
Synod judges that on account of the early stages of the Jewish
Mission endeavor, the time has not yet come for a Constitution,
and therfore the Mission continues on as formerly.

3) Finally, in connection with the correspondence in mind in
connection with the Chicago Mission, as well as a previous Synodical
decision, (Art. 33, Acts 1896) the following needs to be stated:

At the last Synodical Session of 1896, it was stated to
the Jewish Mission Board that our Church would be more in sympathy
with the Mission work in Chicago if it were conducted along more
ecclesiastical lines. The Committee was informed of this. These
brothers decided that it was necessary to adopt methods to make
itself known to a greater extent. Therefore, on the 29th and 30th
of September, 1896, the Committee met to discuss this. A committee
was appointed to draft a resolution which would serve as a "Modus
Operandi'". The Committee consisted of W.E. Blacksto§9, the Rev.
J.J. Riemersma, and the Rev. E.P. Godwin, D.D.
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The resclution which they formulated reads as follows:

Seeing that this organization is of an international ‘
character, which seeks and desires the co- operation of all Evangelical:
Churches, it takes the following stand concerning its beliefs and ]
doctrines: ‘

"We hold that the Holy Bible is the infallible Word of God,
and- that it states that the Gospel should be preached to the Jews.
Therefore we feel called to engage in this task while we extend
the hand of Brotherhood to any who desire to work with us, with the
universal, indubitable confession of Christianity as the basis for
our work. :

Concluding this statement are the twelve articles which
end with an"Amen'". .J.I. Fles, Reporter

Art. 27. The report of the Committee of Pre-Advice on the Section
dealing with the Heathen Mission. The Rev. H. Walkotten acts as
the reporter. The report reads as follows, which is accepted and
approved by the Synod.

Honorable Brothers:

This section of the Agendum dealing with Heathen Mission matters
which this committee received for its consideration, begins with
~a proposal from Classis Hudson:

1) The Synod shall consider it feasible to proceed with all
~aution in a beginning of Mission work among the Indians. In con-
nection with this, the Synod speak our, and express a desire, that
in as far as possible, it confine its efforts to Home Mission work.

However much the Committee sympathizes with the proposition of

" Classis Hudson it judges the answer to be as follows: Which mission
shall have the most attention depends to a great extent on the

gifts and the offerings received for the purpose of Missions, and

the Synod cannot always control the disbursements of the funds recelved
On the other hand, your Committee thinks this is taken care of in

Aprt. 5, of the Constitution for Heathen Missions. This the Board

wishes to submit to the Synod for approval. This Article reads as
follows:

"The Synod is to decided whether the Mission Field is to be
enlarged or decreased in size and it shall also designate the number
of mission workers. The Mission Board can make arrangements for
only temporary assistance if the need arises.”
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2) Classis Holland submits:
The Synod shall see to it that the Board of Heathen Missions
have a well formulated Consitution and that it consider the Constitu-
tion already prepared by the Mission Board.

OQur advice is that the Synod act on the proposal of Classis
Holland. All work by the delegates can than be lawful and safe-
guarded when they receive specific rules for their tasks and their
capabilities: The Church will also be protected by this, and it will
prevent any optional dealings by the Board. An yet on the other hand
the responsibilities of the Board are lightened.

3) The matter concerning the Candidate, D.R. Drukker follows:
Classis QostFriesland submits: '

The Synod sever all relatlons between Candidate Drukker
and the Heathen Mission Board, and in addition that he return the«
proper treasury, the amount of money borrowed for his education
or give suitable guarantees for the same. :

Classis Hackensack submits:

In the case of D.R., Drukker, the Classis requests that
he be released from his connections with the Board of Heathen
Missions, with the understanding that he make restitution for all
the funds used for his training.

A proposal from the Board of Heathen Missions:
The Synod will release Candidate D.R. Drukker from all

-connections with the Heathen Mission Board, with the understanding

that he return all the monies to the Mission, or give a guarantee
that all the funds be returned. Payments are to be no less that

$100.00 per year.

In addition to this the Board suggests that the Synod consider
if it be not necessary for Candidate Drukker to confess to the
church, to which he has given a promise, that he would devote
hlmself to the work among the Indians.
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All three proposals deisre to see Candidate Drukker ordained
in his office, and the Committee sanctions this. It also judges
that if he is prepared to make restitution, he may not continue in
his present status. The stipulations have been carefully formulated
in the proposals of the Board, but there are two additional conditions
which should be considered. Therefore your committee advises to
accept the proposal of the Board with the following changes.

The Synod decide that Candidate Drukker be released from his
status, in connection with the Board of Heathen Missions, if he
restores the financial outlay expended for his training, or if he
present a Chattel Mortgage, or repay thru person who are willing
to go bond for him, and then in addition he accept the obligation
of returning $100.00 of his obligation annually. 1In case he pass
away,. the obligation ceases.

A confession, according to the Committee, must not be overlooked.
Taking into consideration all the above mentioned matters concerning
resitution, and that the Committee appear not too severe in its
judgments, nevertheless the consideration must be taken into account

.that the brother has made himself guilty by:

a) breaking his promise to the Heathen Mission Board.

b) breaking his promise to the Home Mission Board.

c) to permit himself to be trained for the work of a
Missionary, when, as later was discovered, he had for some time
already lost that desire.

Therefore we advise: _ 1

a) that a committée be named to meet with Candidate Drukker, §

and that a form for a Confession be prepared, and that it be presented |
to the Synod for its approval.
b) that this confession be then made in the presence of !

the Synod, and further, that it be published in the "Wachter".

4) Finally the Board of Heathen Missions in its report, |
requests that the Synod take on A. Vander Wagen and wife, and Mr.
J. De Groot as a helper, for a period of seven years. Seeing that
the mission field needs their assistance, and that they have a good
reputation, and since the seven year period agrees with our program,.
the Commlttee advises the Synod to accept this.
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For giving advice concerning the Constitution, formulated by
the Board, the Committee asks that this be postponed, since the
Committee has not had the time to study this carefully.

‘ H. Walkotten, Reporter

For taking care of the matter pertaining to Candldate Drukker, the

-8ynod has app01nted the Revs. Ten Hoor and Van Hoogen, and Elder

J. Bakelaar.

Art. 28, One of the members of the Committee on heathen Missions
brings a special request to table, namely: The Board of Heathen
Missions be empowered to begin Mission work in Cuba should Cuba
become a free " island.

From a discussion of this proposal, it appears that the Synod
would gladly cooperate, if the Kingdom of our Lord could be advanced
by this move, and once our arms would be victorious, as this would
bring spiritual freedom to Cubaj but considering that we have our
hands more than full at present with our present committments, the
Synod cannot consent to accept this proposal at this time.

Art. 29. Closing Devotions.

The Fourth Session, Thursday P.M. June 16.

Art. 30 Opéning Devotions. |

Art. 31. The President informs the delegates that during the
intermission, one person from each Classis shall be named to prepare

expense accounts, and to present these accounts to the Synodical
Treasurer,
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The report of the Commlttee on Pre-Advice for that section of the
Agenda pertaining to the Christian Schools, (Education)
The Rev. K. Kuiper, Reporter

Honorable Brothers:

Your Committee, taking into consideration what. the Agendum states
concerning this; and keeping in mind the conditions of most of the
Public Schools in the land and keeping in mind that there is little
sympathy at present for positive Christian education, and that even
by members of our own Churches who consider a public school education
. satlsfactory, is of the 0p1nion that the Synod can do no more than »

voice its opinion with the idea of awakenlng an interest, and admonishing.
the people of the need. |

Therefore the Commlttee advises:

that the Synod speak out in this and not only in this Assembly,
but also include this in the Synodical Minutes: that a positive
Christian education with Reformed principles is a duty for Reformed
Christians, and that an Article to this effect be published in the
"Wachter" warning all ministers and elders to work with all their
capabllltles to advance the cause of Christian education in every place
where such is at all possible.
The reasons for this according to the judgment of the Committee is
as follows:
1. God's Word demands that our children be tralned in the fear
and :admonition of the Lord. :
" 2. the promises of the parents at the time of baptism.
3. there may be no separation between our civie, social, nor
religious life, education and training.
4. +the honor of our King demands it, since all power is given
him in Heaven and on earth, also in the realm of education and all
other knowledge.

No general, but a specific Reformed education is necessary for
our children. No teacher-student relationship is satisfactory, but
acknowledging the need of a rebirth, and our connection with this,
and alsoc recognizing the Covenant relation in which God hds placed
his children; these are the fundamentals from which all education must
proceed.

As concerns point "b" the proposal of Classis Illinois in the Agenda,
"that the Synod express a wish for Christian Education......
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but that it speak out that it is of the greatest importance that we also

- establish Secondary Schools on a thoroughly Reformed foundation"
the Committee can hardly say that it is entirely in accord with thlS
proposal, considering it not se important as Primary instruction (schools).
Classis Illinois adds to-'this, "and the Synod attempt thru such means,
to carry out this project in a way which they consider most suitable.™

In this the Committee feels itself incapable of giving advice,
since what the Synod can do and desires to do concerning this, really
should fall under another category for more discussion.

- K. Kuiper, Reporter

This report is approved, and it is decided to name a Committee
who will compose an article for publication in the "Wachter" first
presenting it to the Synod for its approval.

The Revs. Ekster and Remein are chosen for this task.

Article 33. A repot of the Committee on Pre~Advice concerning the
section of the Agenda dealing with Home Missions is next on the order
or business.

This report reads as: follows with certain changes made by Synod:
G.D. De Jong, Reporter

Honored Brothers:

izour Committee has the pleasure of reporting that it has read the
repot of the Home Missions Board, and the Articles in connection
with this. Considering one or more things, the Committee proposes:
1) that the Synod keep in mind the incorporation of the Board
of Home Missions and for these reasons,
a/ that this Board has not been created with a permanent
Board of Directors, with ecclesiastical authority, as it appears
in the Agenda, and as one of the Classis meant,
bZ that the "act" by which the Board is incorporated, does
; not signify a self-supporting independent body, but that it gives
it the character of a Committee, which carries out the Mandates
of the Synod.
2) that the Synod stipulate that the Board may use the sum of
| $4200.00 for Home Mission work.
3) that the Synod also stipulate that the Board be composed of
the following persons proposed by the various Classes:
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Classis Grand Rapids, Revs. Hulst & Noordewier
Classis Hackensack, Rev. 'J.N. Trompen

Classis Holland, Rev, M, Van Vessem

Classis Hudson, Rev. J. Manni

Classis Illinois, Rev. P. Kosten

Classis Iowa, Rev. H. Bode

Classis Muskegon, Rev. G.D. De Jong

Classis Oost Fr., Rev. C. Bode

4 e. That synod give the Board of Home Missions a constitution

with the contents provided in Supplement IX.
G.H. De Jong, Reporter

After the report is accepted and treated point by point, it is
approved, and the constitution as provided in Supplement IX is
adopted. Synod also approves the list of delegates named above.

5) The reporter notes that one point of the report on Home
Missions is omitted.- It reads as follows: Classis asks that synod
seriously consider the feasibility of mission work in the west led
by a missionary who is fluent in the use of the English language. -
Classis Grand Rapids.

The committee had not overlooked this proposal but had
not acted upon it since there are already English speaking missionaries
in our western states. :

In response, Classis Grand Rapids states that somethlng
further was intended. Their request intedns that a missionary
should work exclusively among American speaking people, not only
in the west but whenever the opportunity best presents itself, so
that more influence may be felt from our church among the American
people. -

It is decided to take up this phase of m1551on work if
the work among our own people permits it.
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Art. %4, The President is informed that the Rev. Dr. Vincent from Detroit,
dolegate of the U. P. Church, has arrived, who deeires to address Synod tomprruw,.

Decided to grant him thie opnortunity.

&rt. 35. Revort of the Curatorium of the Thesol. School. Rev. G. De Jong, reporter.

Certain mattere of the report were placed in the hands of the Comm. of ,
Pre-edvice pertaining to that section of the Agenda concerning the Theol. School.
The remainder of the report wae approved. (Suppl. II}

Art. 36. Closing Devotions.

The Fifth Session, Friday, A.M., Juns 17.
Art. 37. Opening Devotions.

Art. 3. The Comm. of Pre-advice pertaining to that section of the Agends re
Heathen miesione has etill the following to reports

Your Comm. hes reviewed the draft for a Mleesion Order. It can adviee Synod
to adopt it as it.ie. Thero are a couple of particulers upon which the Comm.
wiehee to comments , ‘

Art. 7 reques+e: that Svnod establish an amount, which shall be granted to
the Board until the next Synod. Your Comm. adviaes Synod to establish the
amount at §5,500.00.

Art. 10 provides a remuneration for the Treasurer, the smount to be establish
ed by Synod. Your Comm. propoees to grant $50.00.
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Finally, Synod is informed that the following delegates have baen appointed
by their respective Classes as membere of the Boards

Olassis Grand Rapids - Revs. J. H. Voe and E. R. Haan
Heckeneack « Rev. J. N. Trompen .
Holland - Rev. J. Groen

Hudson .~ Rev. R. Drukker

Illinoie ~ Rev. K. Kuiper

Iowa - Rev. W. Heyns

Oet-Frieeland -~ Rev. C. Bode

To which ie edded by Synod as memter of the Board and as Treasurer, Mr. J. W.
Garvelink.

H. Welkotten, reporter.

Thie report ie received and adopted. The Secretary in the name of $ynod
cagts a ballot for the appointuent of the delegates.

Art.”59. The Preeident presente the Rev. Dr. Vincent, delegats from the U. P.
Church. He speaks in Subetance as followes

Mr. President, Fathers, and Brotherss

It is for me a great pleasure to bring you Christian greetings from the
U. P. Church, a church which has the highest esteem for you, and which
feels cloeely united with you in ths cause of Christ, our King.

I have the privilage of being one of her ministers, and also labor
in the State in which your church hae euch & large predominance of your
membere. You then also are not ignorant of the movement which took place
eight or nine years ago, which created gquite a stir in the Presbytery
of Detroit, the purpoee of which was tc tranefer it to another denomina-
tion. In pert thie happened, and thersupon I was sent to those who main-
tained the old standarde, to gather them together again. And God was with
us., We were so successful that we now have a8 Presbytery of 15 congrega-
tione and 12 minieters, and even our ecclesimatical rosseasions are grest-
er now than they were then.
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There are good reasons why it ie & plessure for me to etand before
you and epeak to you. Indeed, we have the esme confesaione, and fight
the same fight, which unitee the hearts. When men fight next to one
another for their fatherland, it bindée their heartes together. And should
that not be the case with the soldiers of COhrist, who, ab we, stand

‘ghoulder ‘to ehoulder in the fearful warfare asgainet terrible foeat?

Ao concerns the confeseion, must it not be refreshing for eomeons,
who, with eorrow in hies heert, obeerves how laxity reigne in our day,
how, with reepect to the Bible, destructive criticiem ie popular, un-
belief apnears more boldly in the prese, and not seldom in the pulpit,
and the exaltation of doctrine incressingly lese.-again I aex, muet it
not be refreshing to meet a church that hae a confeseion, which maintaine
pure doctrine, msintaining it courageouely and steadfaestly? And the ban-
ner which we both hold aloft ie the banner of Calvinism; the old banner
for which our father fought and ehed theair blood; which glorifies God
and humblee man, which bowe not only before the love of God but salso
the juetice of God, We prz2ach, with Prophet and Apostle,as ocur examples,
the triune God ae the highést Good. But we aleo preach tha law, which
for us ie the most sacred duty. And preaching demands the maintenance
of God'e jJustice, that for the transgreseor the highest judgment awaits
him, that the einner muet be born again, that he muet not only be jueti-
fied but also eanctified, if he ie to enter the kingdou of God.

Qur fathere in Holland and Scotland raised that banner, end gave it
to us a8 & praclioue heritage. It is the banner of faith that overcomes
the world, that casta down thronee, that gives etrength to suffer and ex-
perience mertyrdom, to enter into death einging. That faith.brought us
freedom, both political and epiritual. Let us rejoice that we together

have thie freedom, and lat ue make it our intent to keep it intact as an

inheritance for our children.

A second reascn for our joy ie that we both mamintain the Psalms for
our congregational ‘singing, given to ue by God, inspired by the Holy

8pirit, fitting for all timee and for all different eituations, which

contain guldance and comfort. They were eung by the believere of the

0l1d Teetament, as aleo by Christ, the apostles, and the early Christian
Church. ‘
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In so many churchee unreet reipns because of congregational song, and

- what cen vou expect, when we permit ell different kinde of people to

make eonge. How can such songe eatiefy the heart end endure s those
given by God? If we maintain tho Peelms we are safe; those who do thie
will not wander far from the weightiest doctrines. Let us, theréfore,
teach our children to love the Pealme and hold them in high eeteem.

A third metter that unitee us ie our common etruggle: against the
the lodge. Rev. Gault has already spoken to you sbout this subject,
hence 1 shall eay little about it. Only %hiss Brothere, lst ue etand
fira in thie struggle. The lodge sucks the life-blood out of our church-
es, epirityally and financially. Ch, that God would sumancipate us from
thie wickad power! The Lodge is a eystem of dominion, a syetem of renres-
eion. Therefore, even thotgh, in thie atruggle, we muet put up with
derision, ecorn, and contempt, let us porseverae.

Tnere ie 8till another mstter that compels our esteem of yous the
emphaeie which you place on catechetizcal instruection for the yauth. A
certain minister once saids The U. P. Church ie very succeseful in keep.
ing her youth in the church. Whether we sre wortay of this compliment
is not for me to judge, but I am certain, in any ovent, it apnliee to you.
Continue to embrace your children with the arme of lovs, seeking tc bring
them in and holding them. Thue you sow the good seed in their hearts so
that they way be ocak trees of righteougnees in the garden of the Lord.

If wo are 8o united internally, how desirous it would be to be more
united extsrnally, working together ehoulder to shoulder againet unbe-
lief and rationaliem, which exalt theuselvee from every side. Union is
not yet neceesary. I am not e fanatic ahout thie, Under the 0ld Testa-
ment there were twelve <tribes, and each was distinc¢ from the other,

yot they formed one nation. Such cen be the ceee with us too. What we

must firmly resist is thet we,in this struggls, opnoge one another,
and, although we remain a Beparata church, we can, nevertheless, united-
ly opnose the common ensmy. Union ie our deeire and purpnse, but if that
is not poseible, yet 13t there be love and esteem; then let there be

. @cclesiatical correspondence, so that we exchange certificates of nem-

bership, and send delegates to our Synodical-assemblies,



Page 31

and open our pulpite to one another. And should we not be able to sup-
port the eame sacred concern with respect to domestic and heathen mie-
sione? Already brother Kruidenier came from your church to be sent out
by us. Could he not be the fore-runner of umeny more?

I thank you for the opportunity you have afforded me.to spesk to
you, for your attention, and your kindness. May the God of all grace
be with you; gether you under his winge, and cover you therewith alao
efter sun and moon shall be no more.

The Preeident request Rev. J. N. Trompen to respond to the brother.
He addreseeshiu in substance as followes

~ In the nsme of Synod we thank you and your church for your generous
. goodwill shown to ue, for your visit to our Synod, and for your inspiring
meseage that we night hear from you. It is a cause for rejoicing that
besides ue there are othere, who, ®ith ue, hold fast thoee principles,
_those truthe, that confeseion, which we cherish so much, especially in
these daye of euperficimlity and mixture. And ae far as our relationship
to one another is concerned, we ‘oo experience a deeire for a cloger
union. There are certasin ma‘tere which make ue, as a Dutch body, to judge
that we must not be too hasty. Poesibly that which now hinders will slow-
ly on be removed, and the wish expressed by you may come to fulfilment,
to be of one mind and heart to fight together for the faith once de-
‘1livered to the saints.

Art. 40. Closing Devotione.

8ixth Session, Friday P. M., June 17

Art. 41. Opening Devotions.
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Art. 42, Report of the Gomm. of Pre-amdvigce for that part of the Agenda'
of the Theological School, Rev. G. L. Do Jong, Reporter.

Esteemaed brotherss

After examining the Report of the Curatorium of the Theological School
and the Arxticles of the Agendum under the heading Theological School,
your coumitise reporte as followas

1. ¥ith reference %o Isaac Adame Synod decide that the Curatorium
give him a certificate with the following contents

"The Trueteee of the Theological School of the Chriastian Reform-
ed Church certify that Mr. Isaac Adame, a native of Pereis, has
for two yeare puraued studies in various brenches taught in the
Theological School of the Church mentioned above, and believe
that he ies able, ae far as hie education is concerned, to
acceptably perform evangelietic labore among hie own people.”

Your Committee further advises that the relationehip between
I. Adame and the Board of Heathen Missions be dissolveds

&. Because Brother I. Adame ie only qualified to labor among
his own pébple.
b. Because Synod has already decided that one miseion field
ie sufficient, and therefore ¢annot accept Pereia as a fleld.
6. Becaure, besidee the references previously received concern-
ing him, and the experiences presently with him, does not
give us the liberty to recommend him ae a miaaionary for
cur church.

Concerning D. Adama with reference to what the Report of the Cura-
torium saye about him (namely, that the Curatorium does not doubt hie
good intentions, yet fesrs that he does not have the capacity to com-
plete the whole theological course with good results) advises that a
reeolution be adopted that De Wachier no longer may be used to obtain
gifte for D. Adame. An identical resolution be adopted with respect to
I. Adame.

2.2. In the Report of the Cg{ééora the question is asked whether
Cand, D, R. Druiker, ehould hé tecome a missionary among the h=athen,
-whether ha is obligated to pay tuition for the 7 years he studied.
Your Committea judges that it ie fair that he pay for the years after
1862, but not before
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that time, eince before 1862 no obligation existed to repay tuition for
Student Fund recipients.

3. In the same feport the following question ie ralesed by the
Curatores Whether the decieion of 1886, etipulating that the Comm. for
Heathen Miesione annually contribute $325.00 for the salary of a third

teachsr continuee to be valid, your Gomam. advises to reply in the nega.

tive since the Board of Heathen Misaions has no miesiomary-student
nor does it intend to have one.

4. The Curatorium furthsr aske how to deal with pféﬁggg/? 20 eifh51
and the church without vaying their financial obligatione to the
Curatorium. Your Comm. adviees to answers When they belong to any.
ecclesiaetical body, to uee every ethical means to bring theee people -
to pay, and if that doee not help, then to use the best poesible means.

5. The Curstorium requestethat Art. 9, 2nd line, the 2nd eentencse
of the Rulee for the Th2ological School be deleted. Thie nertaine to
the wordes "In exceptional cases the Trueteee shall act according to
their own wisdom." Your Comm. advises Synod so to reeolve.

6. With reference to Prof. Schoslland, your Comm. adviees, in view
of the recommendation concerning him by the Curatorium, that he be re-
appointed until the next Synod.

7» The CQuratorium proposes for the coneideration of Synod whether
in the future it would not be more feameible that professora in the
Humanitiee not be given definite appointmente but rather be appointed
for a specific term. Your Jomm. advieee Synod eo to resolve.

. 8. The Curatoriun propoegg7gf"§fl re-imbureed funde in the General
Studente Fund, one esixth be placed in the Treasury of the Theological

School. Your Comm. deeme thie fair, and so adviees Symnod.

Q. OQoncerning the attitude adopted by Jl. Hackensack with respect
to her obligations to the Theological School, your Comm, adviees that
the Officers of Synod eend a communication to that Claesis expreseing
ite diasatisfaction with respect to the letter receivad from the
pecretary of the Committee appointed by that Classis,

o
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end urge them to mest their financial obligetions.

10, In the credential of Olasais Hollend your Comm, observed thie
inetructions '

"GClaseis direscte iteslf to Syned for advice how to deal
with the congregations of Oakland and Jamestown, which
are delinquent in meeting their quota for the Theologi-
cal School.*

With respect to Oakland wse advise that Synod end Classis .
by meane of a letter of admonition to move thia congregation to pay
its quota.

With referénce to Jamestown your Jomm. can offer no advice as
long ae the proteete have received no action.

11. Clasaés Hudson, Iowa, and Ost-Friealand request ‘'that a review
be made of the Theological School, and your Comm., aleo deems thie review
ee neceseary. Hence vour Comm.,even as Cl. Grand Reoids proporee, ad-
viees to retufnrierthe former practice in compiling the same.

12, With respect to the proposal of Clesesls Holland to organize the
Literary Denartment of our Theologicel School into a2 College, your Comm.
will return to this matter later, since it did not have time to glve
it sufficient coneideration. .

13, Thé Agendﬁm etill has two proposale from Cl. Grand Rapidet

a. 'Synod decide that of the two Curatore from each Glaaaia
only one shall be seated.”

Synod is advised not to consider thie prOposal because of prac-
ticel objections.

b. "That Synod proclaim to the churches, with & view to our
Theological School, it is less necessary to call minis-
tere from foreign lands, and that vacant churches give
earnest consideration whether they ehould refrain from
this precties."

Your Comm. advieee Synod to adopt this propoaal

14, That Synod epvoint asCuratore for 4 years the following a8
recommended by the reepective Classeces

Cl. Grand Rapide Easts Reve. F. M. Ten Hoor, Delegate, and L,
J. Hulet, Alt.

Cl. Grand Ran1ds Weets Rev, P. Ekatar, Delegate, and Rev. J.
Nbordewier, Alt.
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Cl. Hackensacks Reve. E. Vanden Berge, Delegate, and H. lser-
man, Alt%,

Cl. Hollands Rev. A. Keizer, Delegate, and Rev. J. Keizer, Alt.

Cl. Hudeons Rev. J. Menni, Delegate, and Rev. J. Remein, Alt.

Gl. Iowes Rev. H. Bode, Delegate, and Rev. J. Wyngaarden, Alt. :
Cl. Muskegons Rev. J. I. Fles, Delegate, and Rev. H. Vander Werp, Alt.

Cl. Oet-Friseslands Rev. H. Potgeter, Delegate, and Rev. J. Tim-
merman, Alt. .

And for a two-year peridds

Cl. Grand Rapide dZasts Rev. H, Voe, Delegate, and E. Vander Vriee, Alt.
0l. Grend Rapids, Wests Rev. J. Poet, Delegate, and 3. R. Haan, Alt.

To which Synod adds Mr. 8. S. Poetma for four years.

G. D, De Jong, reporter

‘This report is received, acted upon item by item, and adopted.

The Secretary, in the name of Synod, caste a ballot of the propoeed
delegates, who are chosen as Curators.

Art. 43, Report of the Synodical Treasurers

Disbursements for re-imbureement and current expenees. $628.12

Deficit, Synod of 1856 (cf Suppl. IX, p. 110} 129.27
Total $757.39

Received from four Classes - _756.30
i Deficit $§ 1.09

Thie also includee the expensee for
are paid,

The $5.00 which the congregation of Burdick St., Kalamazoo, owed,
has not been paid.

the Agenda of thie Syned, which

J+ Noordewier

Thie report is approved.

The Synodical Treasurer also reports the followings
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Qleecia

Grand Rapide
Holland
Mugkegon
Illinois
Hudeon
Hackensack
Iowe
Oost-Frieeland

Thie sleo ie

- Quota

$250.00
220.00
150.00
140.00
90,00
£&0.00
120.00
£5.00

aporoved..

Art. 44, Closing Levotions

REPORT OF SYNODICAL EXPINSES -

Traveling Expenses Contributions Re-imbursements

$ 2.00
1%.50
22.80
38.00
204.30
17%.70
161.00

81.20

S8eventh Seselion, Monday P.M., June 20

Art 45. Opening Tevotione

48,00
206.50
127.20 ‘
102.060 '
$114.3%0
$9. 70
41.00
16.20

J. Noordauier

Art 46. Roll Ie called. All the delegates are present with the exception
of Elder S. Vander Laan of Cl. Muekepon, end we are informed that hie

glternste, Mr. A. Mesman, will errive tomorrow.

Rev. A. Keiégfﬂﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬂj alternate, Rev. M. Ven Veesem, be seated,
60 that he can devote more tiwme to writing a report of Synod for De

privileges of gn advieory membder.

* Wachter. Synod mccedes to the reuests, and Rev., Keizer ie granted the
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Art. 47. The minutes of the seesione of Thursday and Fridey are read,
received and epporved,

Art. 48. The President resde a communication from the directors of the
Holldnd Home, wherein they expreee the desire that the Synod, as in
previous-yeare, visit the Home.

~ Synod ig @ of a mind not to accede to the request because of
leck of time.

Art 49. The report of the Comm. appointed to prepare an article for De
Wachter on behalf of Christian educetion (cf. Art. 32) is read, approved,
and eigned by the officers of Synods

eqeemad Fathere and Brotherss

Appointed by Synod to prepere an article for De Wachter bertaining
to Christien Education, we present the following for your considerations

Decision of Synod
With Reespect To Chrietisn Zducation Based On feformed Principles

in the Agendum of this Synod Classis Illinois propores the followings

®Synod exprese itself cleerly thet our
Reformed Principlee demand that our
children in elementary instruction be
educated not only for esocial but slso
for religioue and ecclesiatical life
in echoole that are not only generally
Christian but which etand on the. ground
of our Reformed Confeesions,"

And from Claeeie Grand Rapide we read sbout the aahe matter ae folowes

®Synod give encouragement concerning
Reformed Chrietian education.”

With reference to this weighty matter, Synod appointed
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a committee to serve it with pre~-advice. At the appointed time the Comm.
rendered ite report, which wae received snd approved by Synod.

Said roport conteined the following ideass

Your Comm. for the ceuse of Chrietian Zducation having taken into
coéneideration what is contained in the Agendum;
- obeserved the condition of moet of the public schoole in our country;
having coneicdered ths little sympathy to bs found for positive
Chrietian Zducation, even by members of our own church, who believe
that public instruction ie sufficient,

judges thet Synod can do no lese than cause its voige to be heard
to awaken and to admonish.

Your Comm, there-fore advises Synod not only to proclasim in ite meet-
ing and note in its minutes that positive Christiasn Zducation according
to Reformed Frinciples ie the incontrovertible duty of Reformed Christians,
but also that an article, in the nawme of Synod, be placed in De Wachter,
exhorting all ministers and elders to labor to the utmoet of their power

for the promotion of Christien Education in all places where it i
poeelble, .

The Grounde amohg others are theees
a, It is the requirement of God's Word to train the children in
the fear and admonition of the Lord;
b. The parents with the baptiem of their children before the
Lord and the congregation have promised to do this;
¢+ There may be no eeparation between wivil, social, and
: religieus life, education, and nurture;
d. It also promotes ths honor of our King, to whom has been
given all dominion in heaven and on earth, also in the
realm of education and nurture,

Not a general, but 2 specific Reformed inetruction is the reguire-
ment for our children. Indeed, no educational system ie satisfactory,
but the acknowledgement of the necessity of regeneration, and besides,
the acknowledement of the covenant relationship in which God has

placed our children, are the principles from which sducation must
proceed.

That wes the judgment of the Comm. of Pre-advice, and Synod, con-
vinced that in it the truth of God's Word
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wee clearly expresegg}gggfe eincere euggestions and the entire eccurate
contento thereof upon the hearte of all the membere and in particdayr
upon all Coneietories of our Christian Reformed fellowehip.

In the Name of Synod, etec.

Art. 50. Report of the Comm. of Pre-advice for that eection of the Agen-
de pertaining to the Church Order of Dordt, the Yearhcok, Statistics,
Netionel Day of Prayer, and Church Help. Prof. H. Beuker, D.D., Reporter.

1. Church Order of Dordt. Thie pertaine to Art. XXVII: "The elders
and deacone shall eerve two years, and each year one-hal® chigfges and
othere are placed in their etead, unlese the occasion and the profit
for some churchee demand otherwise."

Concerning thie Claseie Hudson placed the following on the Agendums

%Coneidering that there are different opinions
concerning the application of Art. 27, D.C.0.

in the churchee, and thereby friction often arisee
auwong the mibers, Clseeie petitione Synod to

meke & docision that would creste greater unanimity."®

The Comm. df‘Pre-advice Judgees

a. That the aforementioned retirement every two yeare as a
rule must taxe place.

b. That the Ooneistory reeerve the right, if it judgee neceseary,
to place the retiring brethren also on nomination.

Your Comm. deems the latter desiratbles

1) Since the congregation is best served with the beet talents
and gifte;

2) Since the retireee are better qualified in the matter of
experience;

3) Since in moet congregetione there ie not euch a eupely of
qualified pereonnel et hand, that one could not exclude
the retirees without danmage; :

4) 8ince
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eventual election by tha congregetion would be proof that they are the
right persons.
2. Yearbook and Statietices
The Agenda'cohcerning theee matters hae the followings

"Synod attempt to nublieh an official ecclesiastical
Yearbook of the Chrietian Reformed Church in America.®

Qlaseie Illinoie

" Olassiskalle the attention of Synod to the ecclesias-
tical Yearbook with refersnce to the etatistice of
the congregatione within her confines for 1858."

Cl. Grand Rapide

"Synod decide that the report of families , memters, and

soule of the congregations be falthfully eent by the
Olagees for the Yearbook."

Cl. Illinois
" Synod establish a general rule for sending in Statietice.®

Cl. Hackeneack

d
Synod deciges

8. Not to coneider the firet proposal, but to leave the publication
of the Yearbook in the hande of thoee where it has been vested these
gseveral paet yeare,

b. To accept the eecond nropoaal of Cl. Illinoie, go that hence-
forth each Claseis will provide ite estatistics for the Yearbook.

¢. That, moreover, each Claeesies at every Synod ehall present com-
plete etatlistice of the congregations within her confinee,

5. National Day of Prayer. The proposale in the Agenda are theee
twos
‘ "Claseis, convinced of the deeirability thet, besides our
Thankegiving Day, a Nationsl Day of Prayer might also be
obeerved, propoees to Synod to urge our government to¢do eo."

Cl. Illincie




%It ie urged that the Spring Day of Prayers be
made general." .
- | Cl. Holland

Your Comu. advieea Syned to enter into thie matter, end approach
tho Government about obtaining a Netional Day of Praeyaer, since 1)
without prayer we cannot expect a bleseing, and 2) a National Thanke-
giving Day will be better understood, if a National Day of Praver pre-
cedes,

In order thet thie venture may be the more succeseful, Synad de-
cide to reguest all denomingtions in America, &nd urge them to cooper-
ate with us. - Adopted.

4. Church Help

"Synod decide that the Treasurer of the Church Help
Funé ehall give no eupvortéo churches requeeting

aid, until the plans for building or enlargement

of the church are first examined and approved by him."

Cl. Grand Rapida

Synod judges that what Claceis proposes is incorpofated in Art. 4
of the Rules of the Church Help Fund,- "No church shall receive aid from
thie fund than those who through their Classis appdgach the Committes."

Art. 51. The Obituary Committee (cf. Art. 12) reads its resolution of
aympathy concerning thoee minietere who paseed away since the laset
Synod, It ie as followes

The Synod in remembrance
of the ministere K. Vanden Boech and C. Voret, both Emeriti

minieters, and of 5. Broekstre, active ministar of the Chr.
Ref. Church, who died eince the last Synod.
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While Synod, on the one hand, wmourns ite loee, it likewise it com-
forted with the hope that they have entered into their reet, and finds

therein an earneet encouragement for ue, who have heen spared to work
wnile it ie day.

Received and approvsd.

Art 52, Report of the Comm. on Church Help. Rev. J. Mennl, reporter.
It is accepted and approved. (Supol. IV}

Art. 55. A letter ir resd from the congregation of Sully, Iowa, &
youthful and weax congregation, which through much effort completed ite
sanctuary a few weeke ago, and which wae struck by lightning, burning
to the ground, requestes a) that Synod would recommend to all the church-
o8 to take a collection as soon a# poseible for a new church building;
end 2) that it receive 310C.0C from the Church Help Fund immddiately.

The firet requeet is granted by Svnod. With respect to the

second requeet, Synod decideg not to act because therewith no 1mmediate
help is obtmined,

Art. 54, Closing Devotion.
Eight Seseion, Tuesday A.M., June 21.

Art. 55. Opening Devotione.

Art. 56, T™he minutee ere read and approved.
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Art. 57. A letter is at hand from Mrs. Anna Reed Mshood, Supt. of
W.C.T.U, with the request that our church observe the fourth Sunday
in November ae Temperance Day,

Ducided to receive this as informetion, and to take no action,

Art. 55. A compunication is received from the Rev. Dr. W. H. Roberts,
Secretary of the Western Diviesion of the Alliance of Reformed Churchea
with the invitation for our church to join thie Alliance. ‘
It ie decided to appoint & committee to investipate thie mstter,
and report to the next Synod.

Art. 59. The Committee with respect to the confeesion of wrong=doing
by Cand. D. R. Drukkars reporte that it has conferred with Brother
Drukker, and found him prepared to confess and oromice the followings

The undereigned, D, R, Druxker, declares by this hie agreement
with the cdecieion of Synod, held June 15, ff., 18%, at Grand
Rapide, Michigan, concerning hinmeelf. He declaree that he is
gorry that he hae dieappointed both the Board of ieathen Miseions
and the Board of Domeetic Misrions. Although there were circumstan-
ces that caused him to waver and chenge his mind, he does not
consider himself to be guiltlesa. He foeterr the hope that the Church,
which he has grieved by means of his sctions, as well as the Lord
of the Church, will grant him forgiveness, and that he may be able
to devote hie estrength to the conming of the Kinpdom of God. More-
ovar, he pledges himeelf repay the financial outlay for him during
his training for mieeionary work, including college debts beglnning
with the year 1892 to the end of his etudy at.......
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Theological School, in as far ae that has not yet been met. Thie repay-

ment ehall be at least 3102.00 per year. Up until the time of full re-
paymsnt escurity shall be give or satisfactory underwriting. Should,

however, the debtor die, then the obligation of the guarantor shall
cenpo.

The committee wishes further to report that Drukker proposes as
guarantorss Mr. Lembert Bewkee, Paterson, N. J., Rev. John Q. Voorhis,
Hackensack, ¥. J., and Mr. Jaccb J. Van Noord, Passaic, N. J.

Thie report ie aporoved, and it is decideds

a. That thie confeseion ehall be read to Drukker, that he
agree to it before Synod, and thereafter eign it;

b. To aponint 8 Jommittee of brethren from the Zast whose
duty it shall be %to obtain written pledgee from the
guardtore;

¢. That this Committee shall aleo provide for the publi
tion of this confeseion in De Wachtar, but not until it
has received written proof of surety.

d. That when all these rejuirements havse been met, to declare
Cand. Drukker together with the other candldataa, as
eliglblﬁ for a oall.

The decision concerning esub a. ie immediately traneactsd, and with
respect to sub B. Rev. J. Manni and Rev. J. N. Trompen are appointed.

Art. 60. Report of the Comm. pertaining to that section of the Agenda
concerning Report of Churhh Finences, Recomumended Rules, Lagrave 8t.,
General Student Pund, Acte of Synod, and Incorporation. Rev. G. D.

De Jong, Reporter.
The report is received, and conaidered item by item.
1. Heporﬁpf Church Finances.

Synod decide that an annual report of
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of church finances be placed in De Wachtsr "

Your Comm. sdviees that such e report be placed, giving the totels,
with emendment that tresesurers shall alec report in De Waghter the con-
tributions of esch congregation. Approved.

2. Rules Racommended

"Synod insiet that all Committeos operats according
to well-defined Rules and Regulsiionse."

Cl. Cost-Frissland
The Comm. judgee that Synod does this. Approved.
5. Congregation of La Grave Ave., Grand Rapides

"Olacsis places before Synod the urgent and kind
request of the consistory of the congregation of
lagrave Av., Grand Rapide, for support in ite
financial need. Zapecially the 'notes', %%00.00
of which is owed to Heathen Mission Fund and
8550.00 to the Domsstic Mission Fund. The con-
eistory requests that a collection bs taken by
all the churches in our denominetion."™

Cl. Grand Rapids
The Comm, advisess With respect to the 'notee“, Sgnod grant the
- Qommittees concerned the authority to replace the "notea"™ with othere

at the rate of 4% per year. Approved.

4. General Student Fund.

"With reepsct to the General Student Fund, Synod
decide that the brotherswho ars indebted to thia
fund, and who repay two-thirds within ten years,
8hall have the remaining debt cancelled."

0. Muskegon
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Your Comm. is of the opinion that Synod has no suthority to
determine the uee of these funds in this sense. It does however advise
Synod to call to the attention of the varioue Classes to paBe a refo-
lution at their next meeting with the following contents That ministers
who owe 3200.00 or less ehall be granted a redustion of one-third
providing they repay two-thirde within one vear, that ministers who owe
between 3200.00 and $300.00 shall be granted a reduction of one-third
providing they repay two-thirde within two years, and thnie method to
be ueedfor greater debte,

A motlon ie wade that Synod first determine whethar or not it has . .
the authority to make such a provision, The answer of Synod is that it
haa. Thereupon Synod spprovee what the Comm. of Pre-advive advised and
which Classis wanted to be decided.

5. Acte of Synod.
*nat Synod decide %o print more Acte then in 1896."
Cl. Holland
The Qomm. adviees that Svnod print 1000 more copies of the Acts.

Thie ie approved, and with respect to Ql. Hackeneack, it is decided

that it be appointed to tranelate ae much from the Acte as it deems . ;
neceesary into the Inglish language to be publiehed in the Banner of §
Truth the expenses of which will be apeumed by Synod. '

6. Acta of Incorporation.

"Synod provide for a review of the Acts of Incorpor-
ation for the churches in Michigen.”

Cl. Grancd Rapids

The Comm., is of the opinion that there is no necessity to try
to change the Acte of Incorporation for the churches in Michigan.
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There ie an objection to the mdvice of the Committen. Claseis
Grand Rapide doubts whether the Articles are sufficlent to meesure
logal etanding. Having nrocursd competent advice that there ie no
ground for thie doubt, since the State taker into cotnsideration
not only the Church Order of Dordt but aleso the decieinna of’ Bynod
the advice is apnroved

Art. 61. Report-of the Comm. with respect to supervieion of De Wachter.
Rev. J. lloordewier reporte#. The financial report ie approved and will
appear in the Supplements. Matters that must be coneidered will be
presented by the Comm. of Pre-advice.

Art. 62. Report of the Comm. of Pre-advice pertalning FPealmeinging and
mattere pertaining to De Wachter. Rev. P. Zkster, reporter.

BEsteamed brethren:

That section of the Agenda pertaining to Pealme and congre-
gational einging containe the following propoeals

%Synod maintain Art. 69 of the Church Order
of Dordt, and revise Art 49 of the Acts of
- 8ynod of 1850."

Glaeaia Holland

Your Comm. seriously advieee Synod not enter into thie
matter, e&ince
a. The Synod of 1860 devoted more then one eeseion
to this question, and gave it very weighty con-
sidgration, and
b. The grounde in Supplement VIII of Synod of 1850
are aleo adegquate for thie Synod.

With reference %o matters pertaining to De Wachter the
following propoeal apneared in The Agendas

"Synod sndsavor to enlarge De Wachter, end if
poseible without increasing the coet of cir-
culation.®

Olassie Holland




Pagé 48

Your Comm. stronzly urgee Synod not to enlarge De @;hters

8. Because the present outlaylworke very well. This aprears from

b.
Co

the fact, that eince the laet Synod, after all OXPENESE wWare

pald, there wae a balance of 31,20C.00 for the Theological

Schooly :

Pecause by enlarging it there ie naturally greater expense;

Because De Wachter is larger now than many other denomina-

tional periodicals;

Because De Wachter, by decision of the laet Synod, and except

for the editorial, ie printed "eolid*, and containe more printed

Eitt:rdghan periodical of greater esize, which print everything
.eaded”,

P. Exster, renorte#

Thie report is approved, and herewith the firet point of the report
of the Comm. of Supervision, which contain substantially the same ‘mater-
ial, is disposed of.

The Qomm. of Supervision, moreover has the following to present:

1. In Art 155 (4), Acte 1896, it ie stated; "He, i.e., the Adminie-
trator, called to the attention of Synod, that he would prefer to re-
ceive a fixed amount tether than a percentage of the advertising re-
ceipts. It wae decided to place thie in the hande of the Comm. of Super--
vision." Concerning this we inform Synod (a) that the formulation of
thie Art. is incorrect. The Administraior did not prefer a fixed smount
rather than a percentage, but has received nothing so far becauee the
inetruction regarding thie work took place after the contract had Leen
let; and (2) that the Comm. of Supervision granted the Adminietrator
a gratulty of 310.00 per ysar in appreciastion of thie epecial work. :

2. Your Comn. advises Synod to continue the personnel of De Wachters

Recelved ae information ;

1. Mr. H. Holkeboer as printer

2. Rev. A. Keizer as editor-in-chief

3« Mr. W. Brink ae administrator

4, Rev. K. Kuiper as the reviser of the Sunday School lessone, if
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Synod should decide: to continue the International Sunday School lessone.
5. Concerning the other pefaonnel Synod decide ite own preference.

In agreement with thie advice Synod decides to re-apooint the fol-
lowing under the sams conditiona Rev. A. Keizer ap editor-in-chief,
Mr. W. Brink as admipistrator, Mr. H. Holkeboer as printer. The nomina-
tion of an editor for the Sunday School lessons is postponed until a:
report of the Jomm., of Pre-advice is recejved and acted upon. Further-
more, Reve., L. J. Hulet and H. Vander Werp are re-snpointed ae co-edi-
tors; and a fourth co-editor Rev. G. D. De Jong ies sppointed, with the
stipulation thet the $100.00, which the former two co-editors received,
ghall now be divided among the three. Cn the motion of one of the co-
editors it is decided to appoint Rev. G. D. De Jong ae Alternate editor-
in chief. ) ' )

5« Your Comm. of Supervision aleo calle to the attention of Synod
whether or not ministere should not pay the full subscription price
for De Wachtor, except the personnel of De Wacgter.

The Comamittees

J. Noordewier
H. Beuksr
&. Kelzer
S. S. Postaa
: W. Brink, Adm.
rem ol ’
After . - had been made that when ministers received the paper
gratis there were no objection®s, end where generally church periodicels
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for ministere is half-price, and that even railroads pernit them to
travel for half-price, the proposal is defeated.

Art, 65. The following are appointed to develop a new roster of the Theo-
loical Schools

Olaeeie Grand Rapide - J. Noordewier

Claesis Hollend - J. W. Garvelink

Claesis Hudeon - B. Eotbyl

Claseie Illinois - S. Dekker

Claeein Jowa ~ J. Wyngaarden

Glaesis Muekegon - A. Bolt

Claseis Qoet-Friesland - G. Hofker, and

8. 8., Poetma, Treasurer of the Theological School

Art. 64, Rev. J. De Vriee requeststhe floor, which ie granted him. He
informe Synod that the congrgation of Sun would like to obtain a loan’
of $75.00 to complete it church building. Church Help hae granted thisc
emount but not until the Fall, and Sun would like to complete ite build-
now. He agks whether there 1s anyone who would be willing to loan the
$75.00, and if 8¢, to please inform him.

Art. 65. Cloeing Devotions.

Ninth Seseion, Tuesday P.M., Juné 21,

Art, 66. Opening Devotions.
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| Art. 67. Tne Comm. for the preparation of a schedule for the Tneo-
logical School {Art. 63) reports as followss

Your Comm. has judged that the quota for the Theological School
ghould be $5,700.00. Thie emounte to 55¢ per family. On this basis

?”;_the quota for the various Classee is ae followss o
" 0l. Grand Rapids - $1437.70 ¢l. Iowa - - $556.2¢

# Gl. Hollend - 1161.55 Cl. Hudoon - , 460.50
o @l. Illinois - T08 .35 o Cl. Haclkensack « 301.55

| Gl. Muskegon e C79E.60 . Gl. Oost-Friseland - 266.75
. J. Noordewier, Rapofter

Thie report Ol approvad.

- &rt. 68. Report of ths Somm. of Pre-edvice for those ssctions of =

~ the Agenda pertaining to Correspondence with Sister—Churches and

~union with the U. P. Church. Rev. J. Wyngaarden, Reporter.

- Thie report is received and considered item by item.

l-Estaemsd Brotharaz

1. Thue far little stiention has been pald by our Chursh to

- correepondence with Siestsr-Churchee. Classie Grand Repids did well.

© by pliing tha following propoeal on the Agendums

¥Synod regulats correspondence with sister.
churches, both domestic and forelgn. It

decides ‘ ‘

6. With whom this shall take place,

b. Wherein it ehall consist, and attsmpti -
¢. 48 much ae possible to bring unity thersin"

Your Comm, with Cl. Grand Rapide iz of the opinion that this

7 matier ghould be teken more egeriously then it has up to thie tim=.
-~ Qur Inter-Church correspondence confired itoelf moetly to en sx-

chenge of greetings by letier by meane of dslegatsn. For the
rest each went ite own way without obteining any profit from

.. ihe correaspondence. This wae entirely different with out fathers

of Dordt. In the flouriching era of the Heformed Gonfeseion and Church-
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govorment the eister-churches held fellowship with and supervision
over ouch other for the nrevention and purging of 211 un-Reformed
intrusions. How vigorous end blest Inter~Church correspondence.
oporated in thoee days we witnere in the Netherlands from the

time of the Synod of EZmdsn 1571 to the Synod of Dordt 161&; in
England at the Synod of Westminster 164F, and in France at the Syhod
of Parls 1559. Such Inter-Church corraﬂpondeﬁce is grounded in ths
Word of God, which teeches that eys, ear and hand naad one anotner,
end cannot say to one ancthers "I have no need of you."

When later collegialimtic leaven began to permeate more, this
correapondence lost 119 i niagrity and =meaning; one began to patron-
ize "congregationalien® and every onz eecluded himself in hie own
church. Now, howesver, the old teaching of the catholicity of the
church is again awaxkening, in agreement with the New Pestament prin-
‘eiple of the world-church, and hence it i# nocessary thet
torocepondene? be more closely regulsted.

Such correspondence in our opinion should not only consist of
an exchange of greetings or courteous visite; but also {(a} in
pending deputies to each othere major aesemblies with advieory
vote; (b) to give consideration to one another that we neither in
doctrine, nor in service and diecipline depart from Reformed prin-
oipleg; (¢} in mutual coneuliation how toc deal with & third party;
(d) to serve one another with enlightenuent, especially when thare

1o considoration of the rovision of the Confession, Church Urder,
or Liturgy. o

Therefore it sppears desirable to us that such correspondence
wlth silster~churches, with acknowledged Reformed Confseejons, be
gought in order thate-may God grant it--that in hie time & well.
defined correspondecns te established wih eister-churchee of Re-
forwed stamp. Your Gomm. would indeed welcome if a Goneral Synod
or a Councll of Reformed Churches might meet, with “he rpecific

purposie to root out etrange teachinges in the Reformed Churches of
our day, snd¢ to promote a wholeenme trend

8 couwplete wmity and & well-defined correspondence with Reformed
eister-churches, and only then can it be detercined with which church-
g8 corrasponcdance ehall be eeteblished. We ars of the opinion thhat

thie Synod would do well 4o instruct the deputies for Inter-CGhurch
¢orreepondsence, that at e convenient

IntezChurch

. Only then can there ba setablished
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time and place to confer together , and work in the direction for the
purpose of the preparation of a general Council of the Reformed Churches.

With reepect to the gquestion of Claseis Grand Rapides with whom
this correepondece should be eetabliehed, Svnod reply for the tiwme teings
Concerning Forolgn Churchee to confine ourezlver to the churches with
whom we heve go far corresponded, namely, the Reformad Thurches of
the Netherlande (Gereformserde Kerken), the 01d Reformed Churches of
Germany, and the Reformed Churches of Sout Africa; concerning the
churches in our czountry to correeponde with the U. P. Church and the
Reformsd Qhurch, especially with the Dutch branch of the Reformed Church.

This ie approved with the following additiones

a. In redognition of the varique branchee of the Presbyterian
Ohurch in Anmerice and Scotland, a comaittee ie to be appoin-
ted %o inveetigate and to report to the next 3ynod to what
extend thls correspondence can take place; 4

b. Thie correspondence naturally does not mean that thoge chrches
must not be considered to have in every detsil the same view
of the Qonfeseions, the Church Order, and Practice that we do.

Besiden these matters the the matter of our delegate to the Re-
formed churches in the netherlands held at Dordirecht is diecuesed,,
and the resultins correspondence. After some diecuesion and %the
reading of two lettere from the Deputies for Correepondece from the
Reformed Church of the Netherlends it is decided not to entser the
matters (Cf. 8Suppl. I}.

2. The same section of the Agenda also contain & proposal from
Oleseie Illinois. It is as followss

"Synod decide that Sertificates of Memberehip
may only be mccepted from officilally acknow-
ledged Sister-Churches®.

Your Comm. adviees that pertasining to thies $ynod setablish no
new decisions, eince for ths time beinghhere are enough decieiona
concerning thie wmatter, and church correspondence hae no eetabliahed
rules.
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“

Claseie Illinois shede more light on this item. The last edi-
tion of the Church Order (1£97) hae the following deceione in con-
nection with Art. €2 of the Church Orfler of Dordts

Diemission of #embers to Other Churches

Membere, who leave for other churchee, which, with ue
maintein general Christian truthe, at their request,
are to recelve a statement of faith and conduct.

) 'Admisaiodof Membere from Churches of Less
: Definite Formulation

_ Memberse, who come with a certificate of membership
fromkhurchee of lere definite formulations, yet
being sound in doctrine and life, shall be admitted,
providing they promiee to submit themeelvee to the
admonition and discipline of the church,

Olassie Illinois ie of the opinion that these decieions ehould
be eufficiently circumecribed, hence the proposal.

Synod judges, however, that the time ie not ripe for thie, and
thue approves the Pre-advice.

3. With respect to the matter of union with the U. P. Church,
your Gomm. learned that only two Classes favored the provieionally
adopted decision of the previous Synod to be mccepted unchanged,
while all the other Jlasees deeired to see it rejected in whole
or in part. &4e far ae we can aecertain the reason ie found partly
in the limited knowledge of our people concerning thie church, and
partly in rumore that eome of the congregations are lax in exer-
¢ising discipline with members belonging to esecret eccieties.

Your Comm. bellieves that Synod would be in agreement with
most of the instructions ergt in by permitiing the provisiondlly
adopted decieion %o lapse, and that correspondence with the U. P.
Church be in harmony with other sister-churches.

4, Classis lowa slso preeented a communication from Roeario,
Argentine Republie, South America, and Claseis requeste Synod to
note ite content, and to congider whether eomething can be done
for this fettle-ment. (Agenda, page 1l1)
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Your Comm. wae informed, by means of a letter received from the
Synodical Committee, that the Holland Christian Reformed congregation
at this placs, upon *the advice of the Reformed Churches of the Nether. .
lande, to come to us with the urgent requeet that Synod delegate Bome. ‘
one to visit them in order to mecertain their c¢circumetances, and that
thie delsgate be given an all-encoupaseinz mandate to act in mattere
that demand immediste attention, and alec to regulate matiers in

Buenee Aires, according to God'e Word, our Confeseion, end the Chursh
Order.

Your Comw. advises Synod to comply with the request, and that
guch s delegate with such a mandate be sent to do all that is neces- _ o
eary to establaljh an crderly congregational 1life among them, and o
afterward to file & report concerning the circumstances end needs- . {
of thie congregation, which is to be published to awaken sympsathy, :
ete., for them. That Synod also inetruct the asdministration of De ?
Wachter to send them gratia a copy of De Wachter regularly, and

that the Cfficere of Synod prov1de for the sending of a copy of J N
the Acts of uvnod .

& lengthy discusesion followe, which indicated the syupathy of : '
Synod for thésebrethren. The general conseneus, however, indicated [
that in some measure financial help would be needed with thae cooper- -
stion Of the Reformed JShurchee of the Netherlands, since our own
church,becauge of its meager ability and the urgent needs 'in our

own.circles , orevents us from doingkh&t which we othsrwiee would
gladly do.

It ie decideds (a) to place thie matter in the hands of the
Board of Home Missions, and {b) to esnd to this Consistory 3 copies

of the Acte of Synod, and weekly 6 copiee of De Wachtar gratie
until the next Synod.

Art. 69, Glosing Devotions.
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Tenth Session, Wednesday A.M., June 22.

Art, 70. Opening Devotione.
Art. 71. The minutes are read, received, and approved.

Art. 72. On behalf of the Commn. of Pre-advice for that section of the
Agenda per*aining to the Theological School, the reporter, Rav. G. D.
Do Jong, presents the following to complete its report, Art. 42.

When the time arrived for the Comm. to report on meatters assigned

to it, there were still two matters which the Comm. had not yet re-
solveds

8. banded property in Minnesota; In its report the Curatorium
informs Synod that in the Fall of 1865, for the use of the Library,

and through the arrangement of Mrs. Zllen V. De Jong, nee Vanden Berge,

the Trustees, became the proprietors of 320 acree of ground in Pipe-
aténe County, Yinnesota, under the nams of the "Jacobue Vandén Berge
Fund® y and that the Trustees empowered the Conseistory of Crange City,
which willinzly served with word and deed, to sell the land for not

less than J22.00 per acre. The Trustees aeek further advlce from
Synod.

Your Comm. advises Synod to empower the Curatorium to sell this
property for not lees than 320.00 oer acre. In figuring the produc-
tion of the land, your Somm. deems +his to be a failr price, and ex-
perience teachafs ihat it is more advantmsgeous for the School to sell

the property than to have others adminzster this matter in the name
of the Curatorium, Adopted.

b. A proporal on the Agendum from Claseis Holland reade as
followss
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Your Comm. agrees with thie provosal of Classie Holland, and advises
the aporoval and iuplementation thereof. It 1is convinced of the desire-

%3ynod endeavor to organize a College in conjuction
with the Literary Department of our Theological
School, so that our ysaung pecple, who received ad-
vanced education, no longer have to wander in various
"inetitutions outeide sur CerIEB, but can be mould-
ed by our own reformed interssts.”

bility of a collsge for the following reaeonss

Be.

b.

d.

In comparison with other churches, which have their own In-
stitutions, there are only a few of young people in our
church who receive an advanced education.

Individuals in our church, who eeek advenced education, are
necessitated to seek this eleewhere, and thereby they often
come under influencee which are detrimental to their Refor-
med ecclesiastical orinciples.

Qur Church hae no Institution where teachere can be educa-
ted according to the principles advocated by her.

Many Public 3chools give preference to teachers educated in
an Inetitution which would ottain by thie propoeal.

Our minieters are not receiving such a. well-rounded edu-
cations such as a college could offer,

When there iz a Gollege Curriculum, one can, during or af-
ter receiving a College training, who judgee himeelf not
qualified or that he ie not called to be a minlater, chooee
another vocation.

Accepting thie proposal, the Profeesore of Thsology can
devote their time to teaching Theology.

G. D. D¢ Jong, Reporter.

This pre-advice provokes and important and animated diecussion. In
congideration of the nsaceseity of a College, there appoears to be
unanimity of opinion, but there ie & diffarence of opinion concern-
ing the question whether such a College can or should be promoted
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by the Church. Finally, the advice is adopted and therewith the
desirability of a College is pronounced, and thereafter it is decided

to re-commit the mutter once apain 4o the Coum. of Pre-advice to

take intc consideration the discussion, and to come with a definite

plan. Added 40 the Comm. are the brethren H. Van Hogen and F. M. Ten Hoor.

Art. 7%. Closing Devoticns.
Eleventh Seselon, Wedneaday P. M., June 22.

Art. 74. Opening Devotions.
Art. 75. Syﬁod meete in Executive Session.

Art. 76. The Comm. of Pre-advice for the Theological School, for the
establiehment of a College, has formulated the following plans

Your Committee,

having considered, that, however much a College ae intend-
ed, muet be under the supervieion of the Church, that yet
euch an Institution both financially end materially, as

far ae principle is concerned, cannot proceed from the Church;

having coneidered, that, notwithetanding, the help of the
Church ie needed for ite founding, and

~ trusting, that Synod, which already aignified the desira—
bility of & Colleze, will be prepared to offer this help,
providing no greater burdens are placed upon the Church,

_ Judgese, that ths following plan anewers these conditionﬂ;
and advises Synod to sccept its ‘
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a, The college Tructees consist of one delegate from each Clas-
-pie, appointed by Classis.

b. The curriculum be prescribed for 6 years, and consist of sub-
jecte which are generally taught in the preparatory depart-
ment, and in the freshmsn and eophomore years.

c. The expenses incurred be met by free-will offerings from the
advocates for advanced education, and the eventual tuition,
which will amount to about 31,600.00 for the salary of two
professors, Moreover, that the Church offer to meet the need
as circumecribed in “a".

d. The Church underwrite the followings

1. To provide as much room aa ie needed in the Theologi-
cal School.

2., To obligate itself to pay the two Literary Frofesgeors
now part of the theological faculty.

3. OGrent the privilege and urge that ths supportere of this
inetitution to collect free-will gifte.

4, To permit the Profeseor of Theology to teach courses in
Bible, Dutch language, Dutch history, and the history
of philosophy.

e. In exchange the Church will receives
l. The privilege of studente taking the entire couree,
2. Students, who enroll,to become Ministere of the Word,
pey tuition to the Theological School.

f. 8ince it takee several yeare to implement this plan, the
Church obligates itself to cocperate in thie plan for 10
years, unless it would appear at the next Synod to be une
workable. :

G, D. De Jong, Reporter.

This report is discuseed at length, and finally adopted.

Art., 77. The Renort of the Comm. of Pre-advice concerning that section
of the Agende pertaining to




Page 60

Meetings of Synod and Synodical Delegation. Rev. F. M. Ten Hoor, Reporter.

1. There is a propoeal in the Agendum under the heading of
Meetings of Synods.

"Claesie is of the opinion that it is= undesirable
and unnecesgary for Synod to meet every two years,
coneidering the enormous coft end mattere that

"need attention.

*Hence Synod decides

%that the General Synod to institute threeParticu-
lar Synode;

"that delegation to the General Synod shall be
under the jurisdiction of the Ulesses, and :

%that the General Synod meet avery three years

with one of the churcnea in Michigan to be
the convening church.®

Claseis Grand Rapida

The Comm. of Pre-acvice hae in ite poseession & recommendation
end a further development of this plen. It has also received sever-
&gl objections to thie plan, n=mely, that by thie method no expen-
ce08 would be eaved, but rather increased, and that instead of the
entire denomination, the burden would fall on Glasres Illinois,
lowa, and Ooet-Friesland, and as for the coneideration of matters
coming before Synod which would meet every three years, it would

be a hindrance in many cases. Coneaguontly the firet part of thie
report ie unanimously rejected.

2. Synodical Delegation. : - o 5

'Sjnod eview Art. 71, Acte 1896, concerning the
mannerdelegating to Synod."

Claseis Holland

Réceumendations Your Comm. recommende to ebide br the
deciesion of Art. 71, Acte 1866, with the grounde given. o ,
Adopted. E
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Art. 78. Report of +the Comm., of Pre-sdvice pertaining to that section
of the Agenda concerning The Confeseion Of Fsith (Belg. Gonf.).

Rev. F, M, Ten Hoor, Reporter.

Esteemsd Brotherss

Your Comn, has given consideration to the proposal found in the
Agends with reference to Art. 36of the Confeesion of Faith, which ie
as followes ,

"Gravsmen with respect to the 2nd Section of
~ Art. 36 of the Confeesion of Faith."

%Claseis having considereds

a. "that the paragraph here considered in the above
mentioned Article cen be underetood in no othar
way than that thie wae what our ‘fathere had in
mind sccording to the teetimony of history;

b, "that the meaning of this paregraph is that the
magietracy has the right and the duty to prevent
and to remove all idolatry and falee worship
with the eword;

c. "that this is in conflict with the plain teaching
of the Holy Scripturees

"hersby preeents its objection in the midet of Synod, and,
at the same time, points out that it would also be advisable
to clarify the expreseions that the office of the magistracy
le...to cause the Word of the Goepel to be proclaimed every-
‘where."

Classis Grend Rapids.

“Olaseis presents to Synod for ite coneideration whether

something will be done by it concerning Art. 36 of the
Confession of Faith."

Classis Iowa.

Since the Synod of the Reformed Churches of the Netherlandé are study-
ing Art. 3¢, and has requested the advice of all the Reformed Churches
with which ghe is in correspondence, the recommendation of your Comu.

ie not to malte a decleion &t thie time, but to table the matter until
the next Synod.

F. M. Ten Hoor, Reporter.

Thie report ies received and adopted.

Art. 79. T™he Committee for the EZmeritus Fund has ite report presented by
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Rev. J. H. Vos, It ie received ae information. Supplement VII.

Art, BO. Closing Devotions.
Twelf'th Sezeion, Thureday A. M., June 23.

Art. 82. The minutee sre read, received, and approved.

Art. 83. The report of the Comm. of Fre~advice concerning that Section
of the Agenda pertaining to the Emeritus Fund. Rev. J. H. Voe, Reporter.

‘ Eatéeméd brotheres

According to the Agenda there are two Clasees who are particular-
ly concerned about the eituation of the Emeritue Fund, and believing
that there is great needffor improvement, make propoeale which they
believe will bring esuch improvement.

Cleesies Muskegon is of the opinionkhat better care would be given
to our Emsriti.Ministers with their widows and orphans i{f Art., 13 of
the Church Order were traneferred to the ephere of the office of
mercy, namely, the Diaconate, in thie manners

1. The Emeritue Fund continue to exist aes the general fund Zfor
the entire church. ,

2. Into this fund would flow the collectione of the congregation
from their diaconal funde on a percentage-wiee baeis,

3. Those congregatione, who have no poor, to place all their
benevolent offering into this fund.

Your Comm. is of the oinion that thie proposal would be no solution,
but rather lead us further astray, egince we would then have no bass at
all, and our dmeritus Ministere would again be the dupes.




Page 63

Olageis Grand Repide believee thie fund would improve and pro-
mote a willingneee on the part of the congregations, if a former pro-
poeal, which was resjected, would be adopted, whereby minieters would
pay 1% of their ealmry into thie fund.

Your Comm, cennot advise the acceptance of this proposal either,
in the first place, because’it ie not equatable, and, in the second
place, it remains a queetionyhether it would be advantegeoue for
this fund. ‘

Up to this point the report is received and adopted, and in the
discueeion emphaeie is placed upon the fact that the principle of
Art. 13, C.0., ie not one of mercy, but that “the laborer is worthy
of hie hire," that is, also the financial support to be provided by
the Church, to which he hae devoted his life, and when he ie old and
ie in need, and sleo the support of hie widow and orphans, if he hae
made no provieion for them.

What the Comm, advigee ae an improvement is rejected, and in its
etead Synod decidess

Synod abide by the old eet-up, but, in order that it may be ad-
ministered in'a more competent manner, that each Clemesis pay its quots,
and that every Cleseeis, which has not done eo, sppoint a CGlaseical
Treseurer for this fund, who will report at emch meeting of Claseies
whether each conpgregation under her resort have met their obligatione.
The Genernl Treasurer of the fund shall give a specific account in
De Wachter etating the quotam, the amount received, and the deficit
of each QOlaseis and Congregation.

Now followe the lagt part of the Reports
Concerning the gquestion of Claesie Hackenseacks
- Synod )
What does,adviee be done with reepect to the eervice
or the support of one of our ministers, who ig with-
out 8 charge and has no means of support?®
The Comm. can glve no definite anewer. It would aprear that he

would not be able to draw from the Emeritus Fund, and only by his
willingneee to serve the churches, slert them, and recommend him
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to this and neighboring communitiee. Adopted.

‘Finally your Comm. hse this to reports

THE QUOTA 7
Before 1897 - Claseis For 18697

$400.00 , Grand Rapids $4£7.50
250.00 Holland 321.25
200.00° Muekegon 257.50
175.00 o Illinoie 237.50
175.0C Towa 172.50
150.00 Hudeon 160.00
_____ Ooet-Friesland 86.25
..... Hackensack 70.00

81,450.00 $1,752.50
| Psneione for 18%7 |

Mrs, Brosketra $300.00

Rev. Vorst 100.00
Mre. fempel 400.00
Mre. Stuit 250,00
Rev. Frieling 200.00
Rev. Vanden Bosch 150.00
Rev. Stadt 200.00 -
Mre. De Haan 200.00

J. H. Voe; Reporter
This i& received as information.

Art. &4. Report of the Coma. of Preadvice perteining to those sec-
tione of the Agendas Doctrine and Diecipline, Disciplinary Matters,
4nd Secret Societise. Rev., J. Wyngaarden, Reporter.

Your Comm. found the folloﬁing cncerning Doctrine and Disciplines

'Upon the beeis of public writing in our Church
periodicale, Synod is requeeted to make an in-
veetigation of Claseis Hackensack concerning
the situation.....
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with respect to purity of doctrine and its
attitude toward secret societiee.”

Classie Illinois

Upon investigation it eppeared to us that Qlaeeis Illinois pro-
posed thet an investigation be made regarding putrity of doctrine be-
cauee of an article that apoeared in "The Banner of Truth", Oct. 1867,
that thie article was unsigned, and that the writer hae not yet been
ascertained, which, neverthelese, wae placed 1n the periodical by the
Editorial Department, but only to give & better opportunity to warn
againet such a8 trend. Not only the Zditor tut sleo othere earnestly
warned against the content of this article. Concerning the placing
of thie article Claecie Hackensack has sresdy acted, ard in the opinion
of your Comm. Qlassis Hackensack muet not be held suspect.

Concerning her attitude towarde secret societiee, however, it ap-
peared that with some in that Clesesie it was queetionable whetheror
not the Qd¢ Fellowe may bslong to the Church, end thst is the resson
why Cleeele Hackeneack hee placed a question concerninghon the Apends.
Your Comm. wae surprised mbout theee matters, since it is known well
enough thet the Odd Fellows are s secret society with impoeing oromises,
whoee teachings are directly opposed to the teachings of Scripture and
the way of salvation. Note just one clause in their etatutess "If in
this 1ife we faithfully verform our dutiee a® men, and ae Odd Fellows,
be seeured, that heaven will cast ite raye of light and glory around
the impreesive lichte of our .order."

‘ Hence your Comm. recommends to Synod that it explicitly declare

to the support of Claeais Meckensack that Odd Fellowe cannot be mem-
bers of our Church, likewise with reenect to an inetruction of Claeaie
Muskezon that no Modern Woodmen are to bte tolerated in the Ghurch.
Wnile with reepect to the deeire of Clasesis Urand Rapides

"Synod emohasize our etandpoint with reepect to
Anti-Fresmaeonrys and refer to Art. 90, Acts
1886, to - be.plated -word for word in the Acte
of 1&€58, in order that we jgay once again be
reminded of 1ite contenta.
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Your Ooma, racomuende that Synod choose a more excellent way
by appointing & comnittee of three to set forth the principial,
both from the standpoint of theology and Church Polity, not only

from a poesitive but aleo from a negative point of view, and report
to the next Synod.

2. Under Discinlinary Matters there is an article from Qlaseis
Jowas ae followss

®With respsct to Art. 62, 3c, p. 37, Acte 189, Classis
desiree to send a communication to Synod, thet Synod
juetify the conception which has been taken w*th re-
epact to this watter, and reyuesis more clarity.

Thie communication was given to your Committee. Clasels Iowa has
difficulty with ths decieion taken by the last Synod concerning the
divorce of Hev. Z. Boe, and regueete thie Synod to revisw ‘the decision,
or to give Biblical and histcrical grcunds, with recommendatlions, how
to deal further with tnis matter. The Clsesis does not believe that
the ection of the Synod of 1896 -iSsthe same as that of the Synod of
1894, Considering thet the Synod of 1894 gave two grounds for divorce
referring in the firet nlece to to Matt. 5331,32, and, in the second
place to I Cor. 7s15. And it ir aleo confueed by the differing opinions
of Glasais Holland before and efter tahe departure of Rev. Bos, concerning
which it desiree more clarity.

\

Furtheruore, it appears to ue, that Glassie Iowa, since the last
Synod, in conseguence of the daciglon of the last Synod, has labored
to reconcile the merriage of Rev. Boe. Since Rev. Boe, at ite meeting,
declared that he ie prepared to reconcile hiw former marriaze, it has
corresponded with Claseis Holland, in the expectstion that Zlassie
Holland would likewiee labore with this women. This ettempt proved
futile. Then Rev. Boe# wees advised that he himself writs to her, -which
he hee done, and upon which he receivad a renly, so thei at present
there is correspondence between them, with the specific purnose that
there be a reconciliation and & restoration of the marriage.

With reepect to this review, your Comnm. recommends that Synod do
not refer back to the decieion of the last Synod, but.....
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ebide by i%t, and so adviee Claeeis Iowa' , and accordingly eo deal with
Rev. Z. Boe, And since two years have elapsed since thls -decision was
made, Synod aleo decide that in the near future Rev. Bees
8. Reguest that the Court abrogate the divorce; should thls prove
to be imposeible according to law, he request the Judge to
provide a writien explanstion of this to be forwarded to
Clessis Iowa: :
b. that every means be used to restore the marriage. Should thie,
however, prove to be sbsolutely im-poeeibp, then to inform
Rev, Boe thet he may not marry another woman. However, if Rev.
Bos, unhoped for, should decide not to abide by this decision,
thon Classis Iowa deal with him according tb Church Pelity.

Finally, your Comm. recommende that Synod aedvise Claesis Holland
to cooperate in this matter, if 1t finde the occasion to do so.

%+ Furthermore, there is on the Agenda s question from Claesie
Muskegons :

*Whether 8 woman, a meuber of the congregation N.E., who
ie eeparated from her first hueband, may marry egain."

After s aeérchinz invaatigation, your Comm. recommende that this
mettere be returned to Clzesie, in order that it may continue to desl
with thie matier. '

4, Finelly, a queetion from Clasels Hackensacks

*Wnat ehould be dons about a msmber, who, after he wes
ceneured, bacame insane?"

That Synod recommend not to proceed with censure, but to permit
it to reasein in etastus quo ae long 88 he remains insane.

J. Wyngaarden, Reportsr.

This repézgt is received item by item, and adopted.

Art. 85. Brother I. Adame submite in writiné the followings "If you

pleaee, I 1like Symod to explain action 1 and 3, Art 42-1." Synod
decides to accept thie rsqueet, and that a committee be appointed,
which ehall give a writton manewer......
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to this queetion, and present it to Synod for approval.
Oommittees J. W. Garvelink, G. D. De Jong, and S. 5. Poztua,

Art. 86. Closing Devotions.
Thirteenth Session, Thursday 2+ M., June 23.

Art. 87. Opening Devotions.

Art. E8. Report of the Comm. of Pre-advice concerning that section
of the Agenca pertaining to Songe for Sunday School, and Sunday School
Leesone. Rev. H. Beete, Reporter. It ie received and adopted as followss

Beteemoed brotheres
1. Glaesis Hackeneack requests Synods

"To recommend a Song Book that is suitable for Sunday Schoolse
and Younz People's Societies."

Your Comm. recommende that Synod make the following decision con.
cerning thiss Synod, lamenting the fact that in many Sunday Schools
and Societies of our church varioue hymnbooke are used, which are not
escclesiastically apnroved, etrongly recommends to the Englieh-epeaxing
Sunday Schools and Societies the use of the U. P. "Bible Songs".

2. With respect to having our own Sunday School Lesson Series
with more organic unity, piving betier satisfaction to the demands
of a Reformed Church, and consisting of two parts, such ae Claesis.,..




Page 69

Grand Rapids deaires (Agonda, p. 23), your Comm. advises the followings

While not denving that 8 Series of our own would have some advan-

tagea,

vour Comm. cennot recomsénd to conelder the procoeal of Grand

Rapide, and that for the following reasones

8.
b.

d.

a,

f.

To draw up our own eeriee year after year is a difficult task;
To draw up and publieh our own series, moreover, conelsting
of two parte, will occasion many expanees{
By the uee of our own series many outstanding 3nglish commen.
taries, which can bs obtained at very reasonable prices, would
bocome completely useless.
It would also be difficult to obteln equally outetending, comprew
heneive, and low-priced commentaries me can be obtained in the
English languape to be placed in “he hande of our pupils and
eapecially for our teachers, which, however, ehould be done,
if we are going to diepense with ths present useful supple-
mentary material.
The objectione filed against the Internatlonal lLessone, namely,
that the covenant-idea doee not receive sufficient emphasis
and that there 1s an unsatiefactory organic unity, are not pre-
gpderant and forpet not, that the catechism cleeses provide
for this beth from the standpoint of doctrine and the unlty
of Biblical history.
For these rsseons your Comm. cannot sdvise otherwise than not
to entertein the reguest of Grand Raplda but to remain with
what we have et vresent.
Moraeover, your Coma. recommenda that Rev. K. Kuipar be continued
ag the commentator of the Leeesons in the Dutch laguage under the
old terus.

H. Beets, Reporter.

Art. 89. Report of the Comm. of Pre-advice concerning that eection
of the Agenda that pertsine to Proteats. Rev. H. Wallkotien, Reporter,

Eeteemed Fathers and Brothsras

l.

Your Gomm. having read and coneidered an appeal signed by 5

pereons, . who have grievences concerning.......
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concerning the action of Claesis Illinole with reepect to the re-
inetatement of Rev. J. Riemerema, which in their judgment should not
have taken place except after a longer period of probation in which
time Rev. Riemersma hee ehwon & fevorable improvement, '
i of the opinion that the probetionary period woe somewhat
short; nevertheleee, Bince thls cannot be changed, and clrcumstances
motivated this step, we shall have to be resigned to it, eepecially

since the conduct of Rev. Riemerema conforme with hie confeseion,
mccording to witneesee.

After eeriours diecueesion this is adopted.

2. Your Comm. hae further resd and conegidered en anpeal of Rev.
Je. C. Voorhis from Claseis Hackeneack concerning the decision of

that CGlaseie with reepact to charges of the appellant aglnet Rev.
J. Wyclkoff,

Your Comm. 1le of the opinion that Brother Voorhis in thie
metter at the very leaet hae not conducted himeelf according to good
procedure. He came with charges--and the charges were o ponderous--
at the fellowing meeting of Claseis, .without, in the six wonths inter.
vening, epeak a glngle word with the accueed concerning this matter,
eo that hie charges before Claseis were an unbrotherly and unsxpected
attack. On the other hané, it aprears to vour Comm. *hat Classis
Hackeneack, in its action on thie matterse, also made errorss

a. that it did not deal with Brother Voorhis, but, notwith-
standing, considered the cherpee, and '
b. that at the meeting of the committee, appointed by Claseis,
they did not reguest the presence of either parties.

Upon these grounds your Comm. recommends to refer the matter
back to Claseis Hackensack. ' Adopted.

5. Further, your Comwm. hae receivsd e commnunication from Rev.
E. L. Meinders wherein he declares that it would be unlawful for
‘him to remaln in hie isolated position, if it could be proved that
the Chrietian Heformed Church 1s a "protesting church®. If this
Synod would review the actione of 1886, and "the minicters, who

putlished their doctrines (dogma's) before and after that Synod,
including his own, in-go-far...........
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as they are contrary to the Word of God and the teaching of the Reformed
Church? to demand positive, unconditional, and public retraction, then
the Christimn Reformed Church will be considered by him a 'protesting
church', and also therewith the unlawfulnese of hie isolated position.
Your Comm., rscomuende the following to be eent to Rev. Meinderss

Esteemad quthers

8ynod has received and considered your friendly letter. And
eince our Church is a Reformed Church, and wishee to remain
8o, but not, being convinced of the legitimacy of your re-
queet, mbeolutely cannot enter into it.

Adopted.

4. Your Comz. has also an appeal from the'Consietory‘bf the Rochester
congregation. This Conelstory brought a propoeal to Classis Hudeon to
rescind the wordss "ae aleo thes widowe and orovhanes of lMinieterse in
general (ghall) be cared for." Claeeis did not enter into this matter,
end hence the Coneletory appeale to.Synddyaccording to Art. 31 of
the Church Crder. - .

Your Jomm. judgee that Classie Hudeon did well by not entering
into thie metter, nor should Synod. Leaving the content of the pro-
poeal out of consideration, changing an article of the Church Order
ie not in the domain of Glaéﬁa, and not even for Synod without con-
gultation and agreesent of eieter-churches, since the Church Orderr
of Dordt is not a private poseeseion. Adopted.

5. Further there is an apoeal from H. H. Westra of Fremont. Thie
brother hae objection to an elder of the congregation and hie instal-
lation into the office of elder. Since sufficient information could
not be obtained, your Comm. recommends that thie matter be referred
back to Classis, : Adopted,

6. Your Comm. also has an appesl from Mre. Fischer, a member of
the congregation of Eaet S5t., Grend Rapide, who decleres she can no
longer receive & bleseing listening to the Word of God in that congre-

gation, Her reason ie the acceptance of a member despite the protest
of her husband ..se.es '
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againet him, and further resultant entsnglementse therefrom. She firet
addreesed hereelf to Classis, end now petitione Synod to direct her
to & place where she may-hear the Word of God proclaimed with a bleseing.

Ths advice of the uomm._ia rejected, but in ite plac~e, it is

decideds That a certificate of mexmbership may naver be ziven to any-

one who reauestsrlt because of diff'iculties one has w1th other mem-
bers of the congregation, but that these matters must be reconciled
in the congrepation where one is a member, according to the teashing
of Jesus Ghriet, which He has given us;

Finally, the Gonsistory of Jamestown renews ite protest to Synod
againet the orgenization of the congresgation in Jamestown Genter,
because it believes that the Synod of 1896 did not sufficlently
graep the eituation.

Your Gomu. having considered thie matter came to the following

conclueions

1. That thie Synod review the resolution of the Svnod of 1864,
directing attention to Art. 36 of the Church Order, and de-
clering that the Consietory of Jamestown was in the right.
Your Comm. is of tha opinion, however, that Art. 38 of the
Church Order cannot serve ae a foundation for euch a deci-
sion, since it bears no relationship to it.

2. Thet even so, repardless of whether there ie no Article in
the Church Order forbidding the organization of a congrega-
tion, it wao not a prudent action, in the light of the pro-
teet of Jemestown.

3, Thaet the distance of Jamestown Center (2 miles) ie general.
1y coneidered too short a distance.

4, That, nevertheless, we shall have to reconcile ourselves to
it, because of the particular circumstances creating this
8ituation.

' H. Walkotten, Heporter.

The firet item of this advice createe considerable diecussion.
It soon eppears that the general opinion ie ithet Art. 3& of the
Church Order msnifestly proceede from the etandpoint that every
Coneitory ehall underestand ite calling for Missions, and ehall thus
be prepesred to organize congregatione where the opportunity presente
iteelf; and, now, in order to place an impediment againet overdoing
thie, it prescrites that no Consietory shall proceed without the
advice of Clageis; but that does not mean to say that......
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the organization of & new congregation 1s a epecial duty of the
Coneistoriee, in which a Claesie has no more than sn advisory vote.
Finally, thie point of the Comm.'s advice is adopted.

Art..90. Cloeing Devotions.
' Fourteenth Seesion, Friday A.M., June 24,

Art. 9l. Opening Devotions.
Art, 92, The minutee are read and epproved.

Art. 95. The Comu. apsointed to formulate a reply in writing to the
guestione of I. Adams (Art. 85} reporte ae followss

Brother I. Adaus requested & further clarifications

e. Concerning the firet part of the decieion, Art. 42s "Because
Brother I. Adame ie only qualified to labor among hie own
people." Synod anewer that this decision is based on a Re-
port of the Curatorium that hie birth, history, and experien-
cee in relation to the work which Brother Adame hae undertaken,
it ie advisable that he work for the Kingdom of God in
Pereia or surrounding countries.

! b. Concerning the third parts "Because, beeidee ithe references
previously received, and experiences preeently with him, doee
not give ue the literty to recommend him se a miselonary in
our Church." The Comm. of Pre-sdvice recommends to revise
Art. 42-c to reads"Because besides the former exneriences with
reepect to him doee not give ue the liberty to recommend him
ee a miseionary for our Church." Concerning thie Synod re-

{ plies that although Brother Adame wae supported in hie etudies
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by the Board of Foreign Miseione, and wae slso placed under the super-
vision of this Board, he, neverthaleee, did wany thinge without cor-
reeponding with the Board, snd aleoc against their explicit wishes.

<

G. D. Le Jong, Reporter.
Addpted.

Art. 94. Feport of the Comm. of Pre-advice concerning that gection
of the Agenda pertaining to the Baptiemal Question and tha Legalitv
Of Baptiem. Rev. J., Wyngasarden, Reporter,

Esteemed Brothorss

Your Couu, has four proposale concerning this matter. Classie
Grand Rapide regqueete that various steps be taken to repeal the eo-
cdlled Baptismal Membership Syetem, becasuze it profanes God'e covenant
and paralyees ecclesiastical discipline. Classis Hudeen, Illinpis, and
Coet-Friesland sveak more gpecifically about the administration of
Baptiem to children of baptized members. Classis Illinois requeste
that there be agreement with resnect to the decisione of the Ghurch
Order on thie matter, and Claeeis Hudeon desires tha‘ thie agreement
be promoted by the decisiore of Art. 77 (Baptized-Msmber - Censura, §
No. 1) to be eliminated, and only to maintain Art. 56 ese the regular §
rule, while Classis Cost-Friesland pointe to the difficultise of é
maintaining thie decieion without delay.

The firet proposal refers %o stepe formerly %‘sken in the same
direction. For years voices were heerd regarding thie saeme trend. i
Every Synod has been kept busy with such propoeals. And the next
to the last Synod (Art. 54) rendered ite conviction that the:Eap-
tiemal-Syetem wa®s & departure from the unadulterated truth, which
departure, by further elaboration, the confeseing Church of Christ
would progreeeively degensrate to 8 non-confeseing ethical fellow-
ghip, which according humanistic ineight would be instituted. It
also gave & general procedure in dealing with censurable bapntized - !
membere. Now Claesie Grand Rapids regueete that further etepe be
taken to rescind the Baptieswmml-Membership System, and Cleesis Hudson
more apecifically requeet the reecinding of the firet decision of
Baptismal.Memberehip~Ceneure sceording to art. 77.
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Your Comm. ccneidere it advieamble that Synod act according %o the
desiree of theee Claeses by rescinding the dieputed Article, and that
for the promotion of a wholescme direction for eccleeiastical 1ife
Synod ennounces '

a. That confeseion be made at a nropititoue time, and

b. The noceseity of diesciplinary procedures in the event one

faile to make confession. :
Surely the custom to become Confessors and Communicants firet at an
advanced age is not according to Reformed tradition nor is it BEiblical.
God's covenant rsquirees that children of the congregation show their
adherence and obedience to Chriet as soon as poesible by profeesion
of faith end partaking of Communion. In that covenant there are two
parte always binding from both sidee. Those in Isrmel who cswme to
years of understanding and were remies in their civil reeponsibili-
ties, loet their civil privileges. And so 14 remains in the Church of
God. All those who aréf%menable to the covenant-life, a%l thus do

- not produce the worke of Abrahem, lose their right to be recognized

and dealt with ae children of Abraham. Those who do not confese Jesus
Christ before men snd decline to proclaim the death of Christ, the

eame He will not confese before the heavenly Father and the holy engels,
but will deny them, and such we may not recognize as citizens end
eainte and as fellow~members in the household of God. Cn the contrary,
the congregation must exclude such children of the kingdox out of.

ite midst, and thus in the neme of God bind with the keye of the king-
dom that which shall be bound in heaven.

In thie conmection Synod should 2lso emphasize thet the confession
which is neceseary for sdmittance to the full communion of the eainte
ie not lefs than an authentic confession of a personal feith in Christ.
%Authentic" does not mean that which awakens trust but that which can
be believed. Such an authentic confeesion comprehendss

8. & pufficient knowledge of the basic truthe
of Christianity, '
b. A& declarstion of a pereonal faith in Chriet,
¢. A promise of obedient devotion to His vervice, and
d. A walk of life in conformity therewith.

Synod declere that, after laboring paticnty and exhaueting every
poselible resource, all those who give no indication of s faithful
confession, must be considered to have separeted themselvee by un-

belief, and as such may no leonger be coneidered aes covenant children
Of God..o....
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and citizena of the kingdom of heaven, nor to be addrecsed as "Bgloved
in the Lord Jesue Christ," nor coumforted with the covenant bleséﬁga
promigsed <o *he children of believers. The Coneistory must not only
forbid “hem the talble of the Lord, but also the preeentation of their
children for baptism..Morsover, the Coneistory muealdeclare, and
officially notify tham thet as long as they continue’ Jneglect heeding

the admonitions of the Lord, they cannot be coneidered as members of
the church.

Claseis Oost-Frieeland, however, point out a difficulty with re-
spect to thoee, who, becruee of coneclentiours objections, refrain
from maxing public ocgfeseion of f=ith and partaking of the Lord's
Supper. There are +instancee where Chriet is confeseed in many
waye bty Chrietian conduct, but because of ineufficient knowledge,
prejudice, superstitious fear, or other influences, they are afraid
to make confession. Such inetances ehall alwaye have to be consider-
ed as exceptions, and eepecially in these daye of returning to the
old paths, to deal with them with great care and tenderness.

And herewith your Comm. hae to some extent presented what the
regulation muet be with respect to our ecclesimstical life, to which
w¢ ehould all endeavor to be reeponaible. Should there be exceptional

cages, then the Gonslatorv w111 heve to make certain exceptione
from the rule,

After some discugeion the following ie decideds Svnod agreeing
with the tenor of thie Report decides to delete line 1, p. 42, con-
corning the Rule of Ceneure of Baptized Members, of the Church Order,
and only retain Rule 56, Church Order of Dordt, p. 53.

That esction of the Agenda pertaining to the Legality of Baptism
containe 8 queetion from Clasais Hdudson, which 1is as followst

“Classis requestes the judpment of Synod how it muet coneider
the baptism adminietered by M. R. Likewise Jlaeeie desires
a clearer underetanding of the baptiem aduinistered by J. K."

Upon investigﬁtibn it wae learnad that both of theee persons werse
never called nor ordained to the Minlietry of the Word, and therefore
the beptiem by them is not admiesalle.

J. Wyngaarden, Reporter.
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In the ditcussion of the last matter it ie learned thet K. R. stands
for Marinus Reinhout and J, X, for Jan Kopnejan. With respect to the
letter Rev. J. Schepers gives the following hietorical eketchs

"It was in 1865 or 1E66 thet Classis Illinois
received a request from a few people from Gibbe-
ville, Wisconsin. Claeeis appointed Rev. D. J.
Vander Werp to vieit there, and found a few neople
'with this Kopoejan ae their pastor. In one way.
or another he received the laying on of hands
in an unecclesiastical manner, and now acminie-
tere the Word and the Sacraments. What Claeseie
decided at its next meetinz I cannot say werd
for word, but I do know that since then ¥ eo.
called bao+1em of KopneJan ig not offlcially
recognized.”

The resolution of the Comm. of Pre-advice is adopted.

Art. $5. Closing Devotions.
Pifteenth Session, Fridey P. M., June 24

Art. S6. Opening Jevotions.

Art. 97. Report of the Synodical Jommittee. Rev., J. H. Vos,
Reporter. Approved, Supplement I.

Art. 98, Appointmentss

It ie decided that Shandlng Comnittees henceforth at every
Synofesiciaanes
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the entire committee shall be chogen until the following Synod.

Aprointed fors
) i

1. Synodical Committees L. J. Hulet, K. XKuiper, and J. H. Vos.

2. Emeritus Funds J. H. Yog, Alt. H. Van Hoogen;

' F. M. Ten Hoor, Alt. i. Van Veeeeq-
5., S5, Poetma, Alt. W. Brinx;
G. W. Mokma, Alt. 5. Dekxer;
J. Heeringa, Alt. A, Van Bres.

3. Church Helps H. Bode, &. Breen, W. Heyns.

4, Jewieh Missiones S, S. Poetma, J. I. Flée, W. Heyme.

5. Supervision of De Wachters H. Beuker, J. Noordewier, S. $. Postma.

6. Delegate to the Reformed Church of the Netherlandes H. Beuker,
Alternate A. Keizer. '

7. Delegate to the Synod of the U, P. Churchs J. Manni, Alt. J. N, Troampen.

8. Alliance of the Reformed Shurches (Art. 58)s H. Beuker, F. M.
Ten Hoor, P. Ekster, H. Beats.

9. Secret Societies (Art. £4) A, Keizer, J. Groen, K. Kuiper,
J. Wyngaarden.

10. Searching for 0ld Acte and placing them in the hands of the
Archivists J. W. Garvelink, G. D. De Jong, and J. Brink.

Art. 99, Decided to discharge the Deputies for the alllence with the

U. P. Church with thanke for their servicee. The Deputiee ars reguested,
however, to notify the Deputies of the U, P. Church, that our Committes
has ceased to exist with esccompanying reasone.

‘Art, 100. With reepect to the decieion, Art. 42, we reconeider the
-Instruction of Claesie Holland concerning the fellure '
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of the Consistory of Jazestown %o pay its quota for the Theological
Schoel. It is decided that the Officers of Synod send ‘a letter of

admonition to this Jonsistory to mset its responeibility in this
natter, '

Art. 101. Decided 4o apnoint the Synodical Committeo ‘o prepare the
Agaenda for the next Synod, and aleo that henceforth it be
published by the beginning of April before sach Svnod.

Art. 102. It ie cecideds

a. To give the janitor of the Theological School ar
honoreriva of $10.CC.

b. To appoint the Consistory of the Gomzerce St. Church
to convey our thanks th'concregatvions of this clty
for the hospitality shown t5 the delspates of Synod.

o. To apnoint the Coneietory of Commerce St. to convene
the noext Synod in Grand Rapids.

Art. 103. The minutes are read'and approved

Art. 104, With the adjournment of Synod the president adresses the
delegates 8s followas

Brothers, it apneare to me we have come to iths snd. We may
well thank the Lord for the completion of our Synodical work, and

y ar
particularlv rander inanks for performing our duties in peace, love
and hsrwmony.

We hope that with respect to the decieions thai have been

made the minority will submit to the voice of the majority, and ac~

knowledge therein ths voice of God. That, after all, is what....
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it ie all about. There were difficult cases for which we thought we
lacked the wisdom to eolve, but, finally, a decision wae taken. 4nd
although such a decision was not always %o our liking, it slwaye tokk
place according to the providence of God.

We thank the Poyffeesors of Theology for the much appreciated
oervices piven hy them as Pre-advisore of Synod. May God grant that
you may continue to serve our Theological School for a long time to
prepare studente for the Ministry of the Word, and that-vou mey con-
tinue to ferve uasny Synods in thie capacity with youradvice.

We, furthermore, thank all the Committees of Pre.advice
who with diligence expended their efforte from early worning until

gometimes late at night, in order to serve Synod with well-motivated
propoeals.

Further, we thank the Vice-Preeident for hie diligent and
alert help given to me personally and thereby also the sesembly. And
also the Glerks for their difficult taske. And although we have no
personal experiénce in thie work, we are aware of ii{. And with “the
adjournment of Synod your work ie not vet finished. You will again
have to begin writing to prepare the Acts for publication. May God
therein grant you strength and devotion.

And now we are ready to part, and parting is painful. From
Eaet and West ws came topether, and it wae good to give each other
the right hend of fellowship. Some of the brothers wercs here for the

firet time, and who shall say it may not be the laet time for some of

us. Soon we shall be separated by hundrede of miles.

And now the moet difficult part faces us, “Bghely, to
execute the decisione, which we have made; in our own circles. Cther-
wise all our efforte shall prove worthless. May God grant that with
the strength and the talents he has provided, we may be found faithful.

The soldiers or our country are fighfing with weapons

of the flesh against the bloody executionere of our fore-fatheras,
we fight---..

(the above refers to the Spanish-American war)
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with the eword of the Spirit, s warfare unknown to the
world; a warfare against all that the world wanis to

bring into the church. May it be our portion to serve

in thie warfare for a lonz time, and st the end bs greeted
by our Xing with the worde, "Znter thou into the joy

of thy Lord." ‘

The Vice-President thanks the President for the
competent wmanner in which he acquited himeelf of hie duties
to the full estisfaction of the netire aesembly, and wishes
him a rich measeure of the Lord'e bleesing.

Art, 105; The President closes with preyer. After the
ginging of Psalm 12134, he vronounces the apostolic
bleeeing, with which Synod adjourne.

J. Manni, President

G. D. De Jong, Vice-President
W. Heyne, Clerk

'P. Eketer, Second Qlerk
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'SUFPPLEMENTS

Sesnnay
REPCRT 1
SYNDDICAL COHMITTEE

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in Americe
to be held June 15 ff, 18GE.

Esteemad Brotheres

The Synodical Committee hae the pleasure of giving
a report of ite actions since the Synod of 1£%6.

What we undertook or what we did was not done as
an independent body, but =e willing servents circumecribed
by a well-defined mandats.

And when we reminded you of or propoeed somathing to
you for which we had no specific mandate, we did so with
the conviction that it would be received with the approval
of thoee who had sppointed ue.

The firet matter that warg addreseed to ue wee 8
communication from the Jomnittee of Jorreepondence for
Poreign Churchee of the Refarmed Churchee of the Nether-
lande dasted Feb, 18, 1897. It containes

An expression of disappointment that no one was
eppointed to repreesent ues ar s delegate to their Synod
et Middelburg. Then a eort of a reply to our coununi-
caetion eddreceed to the above-named Synod. Further
thet we migzht merge with the Reformed Church of America
gince we have the eame confeseions.

Alsos an official declarafion that the Reformed
Churchee in the Netherlande.........
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recognize us as a Reformed sister-church, receive invitations to their
Synods, and be seated with an advisory vote.

This communication alonr with a copy of the Acts of their Synod

held at Middelburg was answered,sccompanied with a copy of the Acts
of Synod 18%6.

There wes also some correspondence between Clsseis [ackensack and "’
us concearning the translation of the Church Order and the Rules of
Order, while a brother of that Claseis reguested informetion concern-

ing how to proceed in bringing a protest against Clascis to Synod.
The regussted information was furniehsd.

At the beginning of the yesr invitatjons were extended to the
churches with which we have correspondence, whereby they were invited
to attend this Synod. They ares The Reformed Churches of the Nether-

lande, the 0ld Reformcd Church of Bentheim, the Reformed Churches of
South Africa, and the U, P. Church in America.

A reply wse received from the Reformed Jhurches in the Nethsrlande.
They appoinied Lr. Rutgere, but hs writee that he will not bs able to

accept the appointmant bacause “"of the mény duties involved in hie
office’.

Herewi*h the Synodical Committee reminde vou of a guestion which
was discupsed at the last Synod whether the Reformed Church of Americs
ehould not be included with the other sister.churches with whom we
correspond. Your committee submits this mattser to Syned in order that
it may exprees iteelf on this issue.

We aleo receivad a communication from the Coneistory of Rosario,

Argentine Republic. These brothere apnear to geek & merger with ue
and alsc materiasl suptort.
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This letter and'Oﬁf answer can be examined.

Your Committee, furthermore, upon the urging of othars, falt it-
self constrained to point out the involvement in which our country
finds itself overagainst Spain with respect to Cuba. We coneidered
whiher thie matier should simulteneouely as a denomination be brought
before the Lord in prayer. Thie was publicized in our weekly periodical.

Finally, we éleo had the task to prensre the Agenda for thie Synod,
and as much as pcssible to provide for ite publication on time.

The Committes,
L. J. Hulet, President
X. Kuiper
J. H. Vos, Seczretary

The lettere received £ollows

Rotterdsm, 1€ Fetruary, 1£€57.

To the Hollend Christian Reformed Church of North America mssembled
in Synod. :

(S8ent to Rev, J. H. Voe, Grand Repida)

BEstoomed Brot*herss

The Deputles for Correspondence of the Reformed Churches of the
Netherlands with Foreign Churcnes have the honor to send you a copy
of the Acts of Svnod held recently et Middelburg, August-September.
That your Church wes not repreeented by one or more delegatee wae, of
course, a dieeppointment to us.

Synod hae designated us to inform you that it can give you no
further correction of what transpired at Dordtrecht. Grateful for the

warning given, Synod was of the opinion, because of the incompletenese
of the........
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charge not to enter into the matter further. Concerning the merging

of thae Reformed Churchee in America, Synod wishes to point out to you
the merging of the Churchee in the Netherlands. “Behold, how good end
how pleseent it ie for brethren to dwell in unity," and Ohurches that
have the eame Confeesions and the eame form of Church government ghould
not remain eeparated. May the Lord pave the way for your churches,

Meanwhile the Deputiee, in the neme of the Church assembled
in Synod at Middelbturg, come to you with the propoeal that the corres-
pondence that existe between our Churchee and your Church be strenthened
and broadened in the sense that mutually not only delegatee be appointed
to the General Synode, but that these delegates be reated with advisory
vote. Thereby the tiee would be more clogely drawn in the unity of the
Spirit and in the love of Christ, and ceuse ue wore clearly to under-.
etand how we are membere of the eame body, namely, Chriet; espcially
the diecueeion of mattere which are of mutual concern would te facili-
tated (e.g., tha revision of any Article of the Creed, about which we
ghall at a letsr date corresmond with you). Esteemed brothere, please
let us know se soon as poesikble your resctions to thle propoeal.

With hearty greetinge, Eeteemed Brothere,
The Deputiee,

B. Van Schelves, Preeident
F. Lion Cachet, Secretary

Adgrese’forCorrespordences Rev. Lion Cachet, Kruiskade 18, Rotterdsm,
Netherlands, ‘ '
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Rottordam, May, l8G8.
To the Synod of the Chrietian Reformed Church in America.

" Esteemed Brotheress

The Deputiee for Correspondence of the Reformed Churchses of the
Netherlenas with Foreign Jountries have with satiefaction received
by letter the invitation from Rev. J. H. Voe, 17 January, 1858, for
delegates of the Reformed Churches of the Netherlande to attend vour
Synod to be held 15 June, Ff. Ae delegate to your forthcoming Synod
Prof. Dr. F. L. Rutgsre wae appointed. T-qur regret, however, we muet
inform you that the Loctor declared that he would rot be able to honor
this appointment because of the menifold duties conmected with hie

office. Mey the Lord tlese your Synodical Assembly, guiding it in the
truth by His Spirit, to Hie honor

and the well-being of your Church.
We would appreciate receiving a copy of your Acte of Synod.
With beet wiSheE and fraternal greetings,

In the name of the Deputies;

B. Van 8chelvew, President
F, Lion Cachet, Secretary

Addreces Rotterdam, Kruislkade 18,

e e . e e s Sy o

Rosario, € April, 186GE.

To the Honorable Synod of the Chr. Hef, Church in N. Americe.

Eeteemed Fathere in our Lord Jesus Ohrists

The Holland Chr. fef. Church of Roeario, Saente Fe, Argentine
Republic, in enewer 1o a letter written 5 July, 1865, to the Synod
of the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands, received a missive
from the Peputies for Correspondence........
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of the Reformed Churchee of the Netherlande for Foreign Churchee, that
our Church should aeddress itself to the Reformed Churches in North
Americe.

Avaiting s known address, the Coneietory received a letter from .
Rev, J. Wyngearden of Firth, Nebraeia, which the Coneistory answered
ae much as poseible, congrning which a copy was gent to the Board of
Home Miesions. .

The Consietory received a reply from Rev. J. Groen, Secretary of
Home Miseions. Thie letter was aslec answerad bty the Consistory, and
a copy wae sent to the ~eputies for Jorrespondence of the Heformed
Church of *he Netherlande for Foreign Correepondence.

Morecver, the Coneietery felt duti-bound to send a communication
to the honorable Synod of the Chriestien Reformed Church in Horth
America, fo that tne following matters receive consideration, beseech-
ing the bleseing of the Lerd thet ite work may be of service to the
glory of God and the welfare of the churches.

l. In coneequence of a decision made by the General Synod of the
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands, esssembled in August-September,
1896, in iliddelburg, that the Church of Rosario addrece itself to
the Reformed Churchee in North Americe (cf. Acte 1896, Art. 132,
pp. &€8-8G) she addresses hereelf to your Synod with the request that
you remeaber us in our situation.

2. The Coneistory deems it extremely necessary, ehould Synod decide
to extend 2 helping hand, to delegate someone to inveetigate the
fitvation here, so that, after mature considerstion, action can be
taken in the light of God's Word.
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3, Synod give the minister, whom it appoints, compleie mandate
to sct in mattere that demand haete, so that as soon es feaslble every-
thing may be regulated in conformity with the infallible Word of God
and our Creeds. ' o

4, Synod also delegate tnies Minister to regulate matters in Buenos
Aires, if they will receive him, since eome in this city have crept in
who adulterate the truth.

5. The Gohsisiory kindly reguests Synod to eend a copy of the Acts
end a letter as eoon 86 posdeible after adjournmwent with reference to
the decisions made with respect to the concerns of our Church.

Further, Beloved, the Coneistory prays that God's bleesing be your
portion, and that ehe seek wiecdom from Him, who is the supreme Wiedom.
The God of heaven, the King of his Church establ®th hie Zion both yonder
and here and evervwhere with his Words "I am with you."

Cur wish and preyer ie that He therefore be the beginning, the
wmiddle, and the end of vour honoratle agssmbly eo that his Name be
glorified thereby, and that it promote our temporal and eternal
well-being.

Per ths Conslstory,

A. Struis, Preeldent
G. Helder, Secretary

REPORT 2

———

REPORT OF THE CURATORIM CF THE THZOLOGICAL SCHOOL
CF THE CHRISTIAN REFCRMZD CHURCH IN
AMERICA |
Zgteened Fathore énd Brotherss
The Curatorium of the Theological School hae the pieaeure to pre-

esnt to you the following Report concerning ite activities since the
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last Synhod. With thanke to God we way now again teetify, "Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us." He granted the teachere and professors
health, deeire, enc etrength to perform the menifold duties entrusted
to them." The estucente in the Literary Department as well as the
etudente of Theology were epared severe illneee, and have, the one
more the other loce, studied with diligence and devotion. No one,

who formed part of the echool, was taken away by death.

a. The Curatorium. Since the last Synod decided that the college
of Curatore should consist of sixteen membors, fourteen from the various
Claeses and 4wo appointed by Synod, we have submitted en amendment to
the "Articlee of Asesociation" of the Trustees to the Secretary of State,
Under the date of the 7th of november, 1856, this emendment, according
to law, was registered at Lansing. - )

b. The Faculty. The Faculty of our School ies the same as two years
ago, consleting of the honoratle teachers of theologys Rev. G. E.
Boer, Rev. G. K. iHemkes, and Rev. H. Beuker, D.D. Joncerning the honor-
able Profesecors, Mr. A. J. Rooks, A.M., and Mr. K. Schoolland, we have
received lettere that they have accepted the appointments given by
the last Synod. The lattergy gave outstanding inetruction in the
Literary Uepartment. Prof. ROOxspommenced hie labors with e lecture
ons ¥The Aim of Education® in Sept. 1866. In Sept. 1897, Prof. Beuker
delivered the rectoral address ons "TUEANTIANA®. Something concerning
government of Church and State in Graafechap, Bentheinm.

The Faculty of Weatmineter College of the United Presbyterian
Church, New Wilmington, Penn., last year conferred on Prof. Beuker
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity.

c. The Qurriculum. Concerning the coursee of study.......




no major changes were made., Civil Government wae added as a subsidiary
to the couree in theﬁlﬂtory of America and Netherlends. With the in-.
troduction of paesing-examinatione the course of etudy has been circume
gcribed more carefully then formarly. This improvement requirese that
now the exeulinations lart two weeks, where formerly they took one

week, yet the Curatore comfort themeelves in the fact thet this in-
creaced labor is for the welfere of the School. The honorable teachere
and profeswors give instruction in the eubjects as they are published
in the vatelogue, If the faculty could be expanded or one or more
professore added, we would be better prepared to regulate the gubjecte

better according the the principle of the "Encyclonaedie". At present

this cannot be done. In consultation with the faculty the work-load
ie divided so that each one hae about the same amount of work. In
other Seminazriee they of neceseity do the same. Zven at the Free Uni-
versity of Amsotercam the profeesor who teachees Syetematic, Practical,
Hietorical Theology is also required to ieach a course in Hebrew,
although fabrew ixegesis 1s the reesroneibility of another professor.

d. The Student, Body. In sept., 1866, there were =ight applicente
for admisaion exsminatione; fofu) were admitted for s probationary year.

As auditore the following have attendced the course of studys A. Pluymert;
G. Schuyleman, I. Adanme, and D. Adaams.

All the etudents, who took their final examinaticne in the
Literary Denartment, were admitted to the gtudy of Theology. The stu-~
dente, who took their final examinatione in Theoslogy, with the excep-
tion of one, were declared candidstee. In Sept. 1lE€$7, there were eleven

applicante for admission examinatione; of thsofe one was not accepted.
In June 1£%€, the reguler promotion and.......
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final examinations took plmce. The student{in the last year of the
Literary Uenartument weres sall admitted to the etudy of Thoology. The
gtudente who took final examinatione in Theclogy were all declared can-
didates.

Only with remoect to one etudent wae it necessary to inform the
Clasegis, who wae -:giving aid from the Student Fund, that his conduct
wae lees than desirable. : ‘

Concerning the brothers Adams we can inform you that Ieasc
attended the courses in part; lately he has kept himeelf busy in pri-
vate with the etudy of mﬁgﬁcine. The exanminstioné which he took ware
of such & nsture that the Curators did not get much eatiefaction from
hie firet yeer, to give Adame & diploma for the subjecte in which he
wes exanlined. And while the Curatorium could not give brother Adams
& regular diploma af'ter the last exaninstion, it nevertheless was of
the opiniecnfthat hie studiee at our school hes Erought him to that
measure of development, that he,under the bleesing of God,can work
wlth effect under his own people. Hie request to be dismiesed from the
eupervision of the Board of Foreign Mission was not in the province
of the Curatore.

David Adame, no more than his brother, could b enrolled in
& regular class. Although hie good intentione are not dnubted, we
fear that ho does not have the capacity to complete a full couree
of theology with good results.

8. Property. The Trusteeﬂfor the benefit of the Library, in the
Pall of 1£96 becamo the owners of a legacy of Mrs. Zllen De-dong nee
_ Vanden Berg. The property has the following descriptiions North % of
Sect. 9, Township 106, Range 15 Weet, of 5th P, M. Minn., (320-5 acres
of land, Pipestone Co. Minn., ), which the Truetese have accapted under
the name of the "Jacobue Venden Berge Fund® for the Library of the
Theological School of our Church......
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with the atloulaglon tvat as long as Mre, Le Jong livee, ghe will re-

ceive 3210,C0. annually, and after her death, her hueband will receive
a like amount as long as he lives.

The Gonaietory of Crange City deserves the thanke of Synod for ite
willingnees to serve the Truetees with advice and action in this matter.
We have empowerad them to eell this property for nct leee than $22.C0
per acre, and we further regueet the judgment of Synod in thie matter.

f. Finances. Cur School Building still has an indebtedness, as it
had tvo yesrs ago, of $5,300.00. The Trus4eee have obtained a lcan from
the Board of Foraign Miseion of $1,8C0.00 at 4% annuelly, end paid off
35 notes of §100.00 each at 6% intereset to varicus individuale. The
contributions which will etill be received for the School building
will henceforth be deposited in thetnemsury of the Theological School.

We have informed the Claeses how much the various congregatione
have contributad with the reuinder thet thev as much ac possible mest
their guotas. In general this was received favorably bv the churches.

With reepect to the correspondence with Claesie Hackensack, we shall
inform Synod.

A letter was sent to all ministere who are still indebted 4o
the General Student Fund or to the School Fund to honor their obliga-
tione. The result was that more wae paid off than in other yeara. In
the Financiael Report that followse it will be noted that J2,000.00 mors
was receivaed than laet year. The reasopn in part ie that a firuwer ad-

harence to the rule wae adopted that nohaould be permittsd to take thelr
exanination unleee tuition and.c.seesses.

e e g e e, it T s e P
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ion ‘
and examination feee were pald. By way of except - the Trustess wo uld
‘receive a note from the person concerned.

Further another letter wae sent to the Clssees reguesting that
the receipts in the Uenerel Student Fund in whole or ‘in part be used
for unforseen expenses caused by the lauprovement of Madison Avenus.

The Truetess believe that nart of these funde by rights should be
credited to the Fund of the Theologlcal School, since +he etudents,

who received aid from this fund, did not pey tultion. Thie fund is no
longer in operation. By restoring thie money to the Cleesag a portion
thereof should be for ths benefit of the Fund of the Theological School.
Some Classes advieed to place +his gquestion before Synod, which we

hereby do.
RECRT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FISCAL YSAR 1866-'97
‘Theological School |

Balance 31,062,651

Receiptse 5,967.7¢
Disbureemente _6,459.79
Balance $ 510.50

Generél Student Fund

Balance - $ 49.62
Raceipts 724.00
Disbureementes 720.00
Balance $ 53.62

Dollar Fund

Balance . $263.00
Library

Balance 36l.11

Disbursements 41.25

Balance 16.86
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FISCAL YEAR 1897-'68

Theblogical'School‘

Belance 3 570.%0
Receirte 8,348.£0
Disbursemente : 6,%8.02
Balance 7 31,931.68

General Student Fund

Ealance § 53.62
Receipte ‘ 1,004.50
Dicsbursemente ___B4o.00

Balance # 215.12

Dollar Fund

Balance $263.00

_ Receiptes : 52,50
Disbureements 52.50
Balance - $263.00

Library

Balance ' 819.£6
Receipte . 0.00
Disburesements 19.86
Balance ' 3 0.00

Property in Minnesota

Disbursemente $307.71
" Receipte 15.00
Deficit . 3232.71

The following mattere are placed before Synod for actlons

l¢. Whether CGand, D. Drukker, should he not baecome a foreipn miesionw
are, ie obligated to repay tuition for the 7 yeare he studied.

2p. Whethar the decieion of the Synod of 1886, inetructing the Board
of Fordisn Miseions to pay 3325.0C annually toward the salary of a third

profesaoﬂrhen there 18 no etudent in training for missionery at the
School.,
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3. How must pereons be dealt with who have left School and Church
but have not paid their financilegf obligatione to the Curatorium?

4, For weighty reason the Curatorium requeste that Svnod rescind
Art. 9, 2nd line, 2nd clasuse of the Rulee for the Theologlcal School.

5. Concerning Prof. Schoolland, appointed for two yeare up until
this Synod, we can reports Prof. Schoolland has given gond satisfaction;
- coneidering this we recommend him for & definite appointment. However,

with reepect to his health we recommend him for a re-appointment until
the next Synod.

6. Finally, Synod ie requested to give consideration whother in
the future it would not be better to appoint Professore in the Literary
Department for a definite term inetead of an indefinite.

In the Name of the Quratorium,

G. D. De Jong

REPORT 3

REORT OF THE BCARD OF HOME MISSICNS

Esteemed Brotheres

Since the previoue Synod Rev. J. Smitter has left the miesion
field; Rev. G. G. Haan was called, who con*inues in the work. Revs.
J. Vander Mey and P. Koeten were called but declined, and vand. W.
De Groot, who accepted the call.

Rev. J. Do Vries, who wae without a chérge, wae engaged by the
Board in coneultation with Clsseis Hudeon for a period of two years
for miesion work. In August thie will terminate; after having obtained

information, the Comm. informe Synod that the former agreement between
Claseis Hudson and the comm. will no lonrer continuea.
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Miaaibary De Vriee worked mostly in Michigan; Haan in Iowa, and
De Groot in Classie Hudeon at first. From the implications of the
delepates to Synod and the Miseion Committees we guprosed that there
(in Hudeon) was much miesion work to bedone, but results have shown
that no work could be found by tha Claeeical Home Mission Committee
of Classie Hudecn, hence De Groet wae traneferred to Classie Jowa.

The mieeionaries engaged in thelr tasks régularly and with zeal,

and were little hindered by illnees, except that De Groot wae sick
for a few weeks. '

The salaries of the missionaries were regularly paid.

‘Finenciesl sid was granted to fourteen congregations. The minieters

of these churchee have performed their labore which thay wera obli-
gated to do.

The Board further informe Synod that it was incorporsted under
Act No. 192, ofi:the-=Seseign .of Laws of 1867, and amended June 28,
1887. C

The collections for Home Misgioys.these yeare were not sg plenti.
ful as former yecare, and the Boa#a: ike to have Svnod swphasize
zealous support, since thie work ie of greateet import for our Ghurch.

The Treasurer reporte as followss

18961897
~ Receipts
Balance $ 759.03
Contributione _2,888.81
Total $3,647.84
‘Diebureements. _ :
Misesionaries #1,785.15
Subsidies 1,246.08
Travaeling Expenses
and Correspondence 330.41 _
Total | §3,361.64

 Balance ' $ 286.20
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1897-1868
Receipte 7
Balance 3 286.20
Contributions - 3,465.91
Totel $5,752.11
Disbursements
Missionaries : 31,617.00
Subsidies 1,331.66

Traveling Expences
énd Correepondenze 324,24

Total 65’472090
Balence 8 279.21

The following subeidies for various churchee have been. fixeds

" Claesis Hudeon Sayville
Clessis Muskegon : .North Clam
" 'New Ere

Richland
Claesie Grand Rapide Lamont & Eaetmanville
Claeeir Illinoie Baldwin

Sheboygan
Claeeis Holland Noordelooe
Claseis Oost.Frieeland George

Oort-Friesland

(half-+ime devoted to
home mieeione)
- Parkereburg
Clessie Iowa A Sully and Galesburg

Hoeper
Rock Valley
New Holland
Harrieon
Maxwell
Firth
Hull

The heart's desire of the Board ie that Synod and the Church....

$150.00

150.00
125.00

50.00

50.00
150.00
100.00
100.00
200.00
200.00

75.00
150.00
150.00
75.00
75.00

75.00
100,00

125.00
50.00

————————
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ghow their love and aréouse more snd more interest in this work, so

that through prayer and gifts the Kinpdom of God may come through this
mission. .

In the Name of the Board of Home Miseione,

M. Van Vessem, Secretary
N ok '

REPORT 4

REPORT OF THEZ COMMITTEE FOR THE CHURCH HELP FUND

Enteemed Brotherss

It is givee us pleasure to come with a short report to Synod. Not
because,can bring such an important and impoeing report, but because
we foeter the hope that it may find s emell place in the heart of the
brothers and sistere of our Church. Un to thie time it appsars that
*Church Help" belonge to one of the emsller Funde. Many churcheswever
remember this fund in ite collectione. Hence the income for this fund
is far below the income of any other fund or any other cause for which
collectione are received. From the 135 congregations of our Church in
the last two years we received 82 collections, while, according to the
decieion of Synod we ehould have received at least 250. Hudeon and
Heckensack have done the least, Hackensack contributed nothing, and
from Hudson just two congregations. Muexegon sent 5 collections, Illi-
noie &, and Qost-Friesland € in the last two years, while the rest of
the collections were received from the Classes Holland, Grand Rapids,
and Iowa, who contributed moet to thie fund. Still from the last three

named Clasees there were several congregations who were negligent.
These collectione, with the.......
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$35.00 returned by the congregation of Sullivan, and also a little
interest from congregetions, which formerly received help, together
amount to the total of 3767.44

Balance June 1896 75.64

Totsl 43,26

i

Thus we sae,‘notwithetanding the negligence of many congregations,

- the Comm. received 'a emall smount, which it could, in emall portions,

grant to churches in need. However, becauee of lack of funde, it was
impoeeible to satiefy the requests, and often we had to grant smaller
amounts than asked by the Claecees, and which the congregetions actuslly
needed,

In the Spring of 1897 we received a request from Jlaceis lowa to
supnort the congregatione of George, Maxwell City, and Hoeper, the
firet congregation for the building of s parsonage, and the laet two
for obtaining church buildinge. We granted theee requests in-ae-far
ae funde would allow. The Traaeurer on May 19, 197, sent George,

Iowa 8125.00;:0n July 10, 1897, Maxwell City §125.00; and on October
15, 1897, Hosper $200.00. In the teginning of 188 we received & re-
quest from Claseir Brand Repidn to provide the congregation of Sun
with §100.00 s0 that they could meke a beginning of obtaining & church
building. We granted thie reguest. From Olaseis Iowa three more re-
queete were raceived for the congregations of Pella II, Leota, and
Sully. We could only partially fill these requests. We gave Pella II
§90.00 for obtaining a parsonage, the congregation of Leota $§130.00 3
towards a church building, and Sully $50.00 towards a parsonage.

All theze small eums were loaned in accordence with the Rules
for a emall amount of intereet, and notes eigned by the Truetees of
the congregations. )
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The dieburcemente amountad to 3820.00

The contributions and the balance _
for 1¢#96 emounted to 843,26

This leaves a balance of § 235,28

If Synod and the congregations could gain the conviction of the
value of thir fund, experience some of the needes of these congrega-
tione, a8 the Comm. has often experiencad, then thie fund would sure-
ly recgiyn,, ugge sunport, As long ae thoese small and weak congregations
have nohmaeuln;-place, and are surrounded by other churchee, then ;hey
genernlly cennot maxe any progrese. Alony with thie comes the sad ex-
perience of the Sully congregation, which, through the zealous work
of the mireionsries, had advanced to the point wherein it could re-
joice in cenmpletirca neat church and & eguitable parsonage through
the aeeietance of the Church Help Fund, of the church burned to the

ground, A new church must be built. Church Help can be of no msegietance

becauee there are no funde, We trust thet thie congregstion will be
helped;, if not through the Church Help Fund, then by other mesns.

Our eincere wieh is that Synod w11“urge the congregations to be

falhtful in taking one collection per year according to the decision
of 1£64.

In the Name of the Committee
for Church Help,

J. Mannl, Secretery

(22 LR 1 2 1R 3] ]

REPORT 5
L3 2203 1

RZPORT OF THZ BOARD CF HZATHEN MISSIONS
Esteemed Synods

The Deputies nominated by the various Clesses and appointed by

Synod In the intereste of Heathen Missions of our Church has the honor
to report the following:
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The Board began ite lebors in June 1896 under lese than propitious
circumetancess

a. Because Synod came to a decision under great etregs, masny with
lack of confidence and with little courage looked forward to our work.

b. Because of and in epite of the long time that we considered
Indien Missione, there wae no preparation of s fixed nlan of labor.

c. Because this mstter, decided by Synod and mandated to the Bosrd,

contained so much and could be executed in o many waye, without Synod

giving any indication in ﬁaéﬁ manner it ehould be performed, placed
8 tremendoue responsibility upon the Eoard.

~ d. Because both the Candidstes for the Mission, the oldest {(Mr.
D. R, Drukker} took euch an attitude, that not much could be expected
from him ss far ae the Miseion under the Indians wae conecerned, end

the other (Mr. Fryling) was eo weak, although willing, we feared that
he would not be able to do much.

e. Because Miee hatie Hoogeboom, whom Mr. Fryling wae to marry,
wae gickly, so that she,despite her love for mieerions und good atti-
tude, not wuch could te expected of her in supnort of the work. And
although ehe and meny with her thought that the climate on the mie~

rion field would reetore her to health, shs, neverthelese, asiling
a fermonthspbn the miseion field, died.

Af'ter the Board, according to the wendate of Synod, incorporated
iteelf under Act 162, Howelle Statutes of Michigan, the first order
of business, according to the pugcestions of Synod, wae to send a com-
mittee to find e euitable place for a miesign field. Rev. J. Groen
and Cand. D. Druk<er wers appointed. after........



“~ .

Page 102

heving recsived information beforshend, they visited the place which
would be moet euitabls.

ﬁlthough their thinking differed widely, they neverthelese were
sble to preeenta unified report to the Board. According to what wae
etated in this report, the Boerd sew the way opened to beogin the work,

While the Board was maxingprepsrations for sending out miseion-
ariee, Jand. Drukker was conetently making objections, which pade an
unfevorable impreeeion, end previous remarks to private vperrons did
not improve the matter. Hence the Board felt it was necessary to
plece Cand. Drukker before the gueetion, Waﬂi hie attitude wae towsrd
miseion work. Thereupon Drukker declared that he had no inclination
for miseion work among the Indians, thet he felt no calling for this
work, and that thue in good conecience coulé not declare that in hie
heart he felt that God had called him for this work.

The Board then decided, end inforwn  Drukkers

1. that the Eoard could in no event relesee him¢
e, by virtue of the financiel relationehips,
b. by virtue of ineufficient objectiona.

2. that the Board howaver could not send him
in that frame of mind.

Wnen Cand. Drukker seked what he should now do, the Board placed
the following propoeal before hims

a. that Drukker work as Home Miesionary pro-
viding the Home Miseion Board gerees;
b. that he promiee to lator there*’Y 34 years;
c. that half of hie salary (i.e., $400.0C)
be paid by the Board of Home Misesione to the.....e...
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Board of Heathen Miseions to repay the money
receivec by him for his studies.

This proposel in the presence of all wae accepted Ly Drukier.
But 12 dayc after he accepted, he aleo declined, and without any
further contact with the Board, settled himeelf in Midland Park.
Hie endeevor to be ordained, and his payment of 3$340.00 to the
Board, causes ue to suspect that he has decided to tecome a Minieter,

With the withdrawal of Cand. Drukker, the Board felt iteelf com-
pelled to meke a provisionel esppointment until the next Synod. Hence
Mr. A. Vender Wagen, who previouely had offered to become a mission--
ary, and who had married Mies Zffa Hofmm, who had etudied missions,
wap appointed. After Cand. Fryling has euateined hie examination with
Claesio Grand Rapide and ordained iIn the Church of the congregatiocn
of Spring Street, he and his wife and A. Vander Wagen and hie wife
left on the 5th of Octobsr, 1865 for the Navejo Indian Reservation
in Arizona. After they had been there for a period of time, the Comm,
purchipd the property of the M. E. Church for 3500.00, consieting of
a house, barn, and other things.

After a period of time the opportunity preeented itself to include
snother Indien tribe in our mieelon field. After obtaining information
the Board decided to work anong this tribe (the Zuni) , and to =end
Vander kagen there, and endeavor to ottain another helper for Miesionary
Fryling. In order to regulate the matters, the Beard, in gession in
June 1807, deemed it advieable to Pend one of its membere to the mie—
gion field. Rev. J. Groen wae appointed, who eurveysd all the work,
and sought to bring everything on s more orderly footing, and completed

‘hie work to the satiefaction.......
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of the Board. A helper wae provided for Rev. Fryling provieionally until
the next Synods ¥r. Jemee &. De Groot from Prinsburg, who went to the
"fleld in Sapt. 1£97. The Board has aleo atteapted to find a way by which
some of our people may be placed in the Pubtlic Schoole. Thie would be

deeirable because of the indirect opvoeition to our miseio Z$he'generally ‘

irreligious government officers,

There you have a ehort survey of what the Board has done. Now eome-
thing concerning the missionaries and the mission. After firet heving
gotten their doumeetic mattere in order, and havins become romewhat ac-
quainted with their surroundinge, the miseionariee have spplied them-
eelvee to the study of the Indian language. they have a dictionary
consisting of about 3,000 words in both lanpuages (Navejo and Zuni).
This was & difficul®t task eince there is no alphabet in print. For thie
purpose the Board engaged a translator for three monthe. Moreover,.the
misaineries ere giving inetruction in three echoole, At Forth Defiance
and at Zuni children attend Sunday School,and at Fort Defiance worehip
servicefare held with about 120 Indisne in attendance and eome whites.
So there are more than 200 Indian children and young people with whom
we are working. With respect. to the Indiane, whether making calle at
their homes or whether vieit the missionary, as much as poseible the
Goepel ie proclaimed, snd it mey be said that the Indiansshow intereet
and some <3how great appreciation. House calle and preschin- tg the
Indiane can only be done with efficiency when the miseionary ha’

greeter mastery of the Indian language,
aprlying themselves,

a
to which they sre aseiduovely
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The state of the Missione ie mse followss

Our Miseion Field iss the Nevejo tribe consieting of about 26,000,
and the Zuni tribe of 1,6C0 soula. They are all heathen, and except for
us, there are no others lesboring smong them, and they are attracted
to our workx.

The mieeionsries and helpere are: Rev. H. Fryling at Fort Defiance,
who, formerly eo week, is now strong and heslthy.

Mr. Jémea E. De Groot and hie wife, aleo 2t Fort Defiance with the
Nave jos.

Mr, A. Vander Wagen and hie wife at Zuni, Pueblo, W. M.

All have love for thelr work, are full of courage, and are esteemad
by the Indians.

Besides' language study, there are 10 catecheim claeees, 2 Sunday

School Claesges, preaching once or twice every Sunday, dietribution of

tracte and Scripturee, and dietribution of clothing to the poor, two
boxee having been sent by & congregation.

The confusion which exlated concerning the mission in our denoina-
tion, hae declined above expectations, and the collections were very

satisfactory. .

During the pest two yemre ouvr churchse contributed

‘handsome emount of .. $9,561.73

Disbureed for sending the miseionaries, ealary, i’
house, houee rent, interpreter, etc., etc. 7.432.77
Leaving e balance of , 82,128.96

Ebenezer. Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. So says the Board.
So say the miseionaries. May Synod elero eay Bo.

The Board did not underteke large and expeneive plane, and does
not edvise Synod to do eo; not as if there could not be more work done
these many thousands, than is ndtdone,......

among
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.

but by meking haste elowly, we become better acquainted with our new

work, and more easily prevent mictakes out of ignorance.
The Board makes the following requests of Synods
1. That Synod provide the Boardwith & set of Rules as complete

N a8 possible.
2. That Synod appoint Mr. A. Vander Wagen and his wife as helvere
for 7 years. B ' '

5., Also Mr. J. E. Jag Groot for the same period of time.
4, With respect to Cand. D. Drukkers:

2. That Synod releaece him from the Heathen Mieaiodupon condi~
tion that he repay the Miseion for benefite received, or
give security to pay off 3100.00 per year,

b. Moreover, the board brings to the consideration of Synod

' whether it ie not neceseery for Cand. Drukker tc make con-
feseion before the Ghurch, to which he with enthusiaen com-
mitted himself to work smong ths Indiane.

o ‘

Honorable Synmod, here you have the first report of our youthful
Mission, which we love, and have tried to serve with our best efforts.
Our wish and prayer ie that God may eupply you with love and light
in ell your labore, but especialiy with reepect %o the matter of Heathen
Miesione, eo that it be dealt with in euch a manner, that our work
will be made emsier, and our Miesion may grow and flourish.

In the Name of the Board of Heathen Mireions,

J. Groen, Sdcretary
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REPORT 6

(PP
REPORT OF THZ 20MMITTSE FOR MISSINNS AMONG THE JEWS
BEeteemed Brotherss

Your Committee might exscute her eppointed task since the assem-
bly of the Synod of June, 1866. With joy end gratitude eshe may place
her report in vour hands. With joy becsuse our churches once again
heve 8o unambiguously shown their concern for this btranch of the Lord's
Vineyard; showing concern for the old chosan psople of God to make Hie
Name known among the Gentiles. With gratitude to the God of Abrahem,
Ieaac, and Jacob, who has not put our hopee and prayere to shamse, who
moved hearts to remember not only in prayer but also by thelr gifts

to remcmber Jacob'e straying children, concerning whom Jehovah Himself
declaress '

“ﬂy sheep wandered through allkthe mountaines,
#nd uron every high hills yea, my shesp were

- scattered upon all the face of the earth;

and thera wse none that did search or eeek after
them," &Zzek. 3436

Praiee and thankegiving be to God, that there ars’Christian churche
es, also in our own Caurch, who show concern and geek efter these
wandering ones. 4nd eurely ws know and confeer that God'e Word is
true and faitaful. Jehovah's calling and election are not repented
of. The times of the Gentiles are being fulfilled. Jerusalem shall
not alwaye be as a forsaken one, as sitting in widowhood. For a
emall moment He has foreaken her, but with great mercy He will
gather her. (Isaiah 5457)}. The fulnets of +he Gentiles shall come
in, end so all lsrsel shall be saved. This is believzd by our
people, and therafore thay with their prayers add their free-will
offerings, gifte as a esweet—smelling savor in.........
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the house of the-Lord, wherein Jehoveh hea Hie good pleasure.

The receipts have not completely reached the amount of June,
1£%6. We, however, do not want to complain, much less accuse, we
are thankful. “rom two Reformed Churches, namelly, the Firet Re-
formed Church of Crange City and the Fourth Reformed Church of
Grand Repide, we received from each gensrous contributions, ae
also from the Holland Prasbyterian Church of Baldwin, Wisconein.

The receipts fronm June 1896 to June 188 were  §1,225.72
- Balance, June 1€56 - 85.20
Total ' _ 31,311.02

The diesbursements swounted to §1,242.00
which wase distributed ae followss

The Hebrew Mieeion in Chicago $ 48c.00
The Hebroew Miseion in New York 460,00
The Hebrew Miseion in Amsterdanm . ‘ 245%.00
Rev, Kropveld, Hiseion of the Reformed Ghurchaa

among the Jeows 70.00
Traveling expenses, 8tamne, poét card, etc. _ 1.00
Total . | §1,242.00
Balance - & 69.02

And nerewith the Committee places ite work in the hande of Synod.
According %o the best of ite knowledpge it has supported the miesion-
ariep with faithfulnees and nrudence. After we learned thet Mr. MWars.
zawlalt was not under the supervision of the Prasbytery of New York,
but worked independantly, we withdrew our finencial eid to him.

In the name of the miesionariee in Chicapo, New York, Amebrdam,
and of Rev. Kropveld, we thank the congregetions, SO”IEtiGB, and
individuale, who falthfullv mafe their contributiona.
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It ie our firm conviction that the Church was in harmeny with
God's will, and acted accordmt to God's Word, when eho assumed the
work of this branch of God's Vineyeard.

Hence we whole-hsartedly continue to recommend and call Synod with
all the earneetness that is in uss Brothers, don't forpet Jacob's
dieperned, cdon't forget the Jewa! He who bleesee Ierael, ehall be
blessed, “As touchidw ths goepel, they are enemiose for your saks;
but ae touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers'

sake." (Romans 11528).

¥e conclude with the prayer (poem) of old Father Groenewegens
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The Committee,
1 7 5. S. Postma, President
¥W. Heyns, Secrstery
J. I. Flee, Treasurer
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REPORT OF THZ COMMITTSZ FCR THE IMERITUS FUND

Esteened Brotherss

Of all the collectione to which the Churth........
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is obligeted, the mcet difficult is for the Zmeriti Minieters, ministers'
widowe, and orphans. Thie sesme etrange. We are unperalleled in being

a godly people. In our banner we therefore writes Orthodox in doctrine
and pioue in conduct. ‘ '

Hence we conld reasonably expect from each other, that we all,
a8 poon at +the opnortunity presents iteelf, to vieit the widow and
the orphan in their affliction, and at once resolve to do it because

therein lies the pure and undefiled religion before God the Father.
(dames 13527) ‘ :

Now we shall have to withhold any charge that theréf@uch e neg-
lect in our own congregational circles, because if there ie need in
this reespect, the diaconate quickly finds e hearing ear and an opsen
hand. But it ie entirely different in the cere of old and decrepid

Minieters of the Word, their widowe and orphans, when they make
application to us.

Having coneidered various aspecta of the matter, we decided
to inetitute a different method. First, and that ie to be under.
etood, we iesued a cell for the beneficence of our peopie for
free—will offlerings. Thereafter, since we noticed that love could
not produce these offerings, we tested the congregatione of our
Ghurch by iesuing an honeet report. Preesure was suspected, and
one does not contribute if he thinke he is being pressurized.

The reeult wae that the Emeriti togefher with their widows and
orphane became the dupes of hietory.

What then muet happen? A greater wisdom ie hcre necessary than
what we can furnieh. As it apnears to us one of two thinge must
take place---to leave theee honorable men, noble widoweé and crphane
to their destiny, probably witﬁ?guspected wishs go in peace, be ye
warmed and filled!e_-or once and for all to tranfer them tO.eess.
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the officisl care of the Diasconatee. Ae to the firet, we know that
no one would venture to do thie becauee it would create. & situation

whereby the congregatione would be burdened with a curee in their
boeouo, : :

Therefore we ehall have to adviee the latter. Then we are also
more in harmony with Art. 13 of the Church Order. Hereby we uring
thoee in nsed, ae s@on ae they need help, in contact with the of-
ficiale of the church. They see them daily, live with them, and they
(the deacone) call for help to the congregations where the Zmeriti

. formerly served, and if thie ie not eufficient, then these caretakeras

make application to the (neral Aid Fund.

This general idea will become more manifest as we give a brief
report of the evente from the Synod of 18%6 up to the preeent.

In March 1897 an urgent requeet for help wase rsceived from
the widow of young departed brother, G. A. De Haan. We realized
that $200.0C per year was only partial help and not sufficlent
for her and her children to live on. She wae promised, but the
assesement could not be met, while it appeared that varioue con.
gregation? were unconcerned about her circumetances.

Although the Synod of 1£%6 (Art. 115) had given consent to
incresse the guota, alas! the depreseion and the dieinclination
to eupport thie fund, caused ur to give up the attemnt. It was
mutually decided to expoee the condition of thip fund in De
Wachter, and in a special communication to alert the various churches
how wuch they were in arrears. This seemed to create favorable
action. Even individuals extengd helping hande, to which the Coma.

joined iteelf. Now we hoped that for m period of time we would be
able to hold our own. '

But theywere different. Another youthful minjeter.......

L
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of the Word, brother S. Broekstra® died unaxpectedly, and eoon there
wae 8 request for aid for the widow. And elmost simultaneouvaly

a requert for eid wae received for the EZmeritus Minister, brother

C. Vorot (gzince deceased}).

Now we had to conesider increasping the quota. We could figure
that at least 25% more wee needed than what Synod decided. This
incresse would bring in 3356.0C, while requests amounted to.3400.0C.

Then, despite the fact that no one opposed this, it epnearaed
that the deficit continusd, and an increase in the Fund did not
materialize,

The result wae that the diebursements had to be limited in
accordsnce with what had teen received, which created an embar-
reseing disappointment. '

What the state of the Fund is and how matters are going appears
from the following report of Brother A. Van Bree, the Treasurer
of the Fund.

June 18%96-1897

Receipts $1,259.38
Disbursemante . 1,059.09
Balance § 160.29

June 1897-1£6E

Balance ' $§ 160.29
Receipte 1,400.93
Total §1,561.22
Disbureements 1,425, 48
Balance 3 135.74

A balance in the Fund of approximstely 3$135.00. But don't forget
that if we could have paid out according to Synodical.......

#In the Yearbook of 1856 hie nama is not mentioned.
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promiae, the dllbureements would ‘have been 3926 60 more, and there
would have baen a deficit of $790.86. Hence, slmost 31,000.C0, which
was promired to those being supported, and not recelved by them, and
not received according to the quota.

In order to arrange for a more orderly procedure in receiving
funde, the Committee proposes that each Classis appoint & Collect-
ing-Treasurer who will receive  the monies for this Fund and eond
thez to the Treasurer of the Emeritus Fund.

The Committee also preeents to Synod for consideratiion the
feasibility of appointing the entire committee at each meeting
of Synod to eerve until the following Synod.

The Committes,
S. S. Postma, President

A. Van Bree, Treasurer
J. H. Voo, Secretary

REPCRT OF THE SUPEZRVISORY COMMITTES OF "DE WACHTERY. | !
Esteemed Brothers, Delegates to Synod:

The following is preeented to you ae informations

Balance June 1, 1896 $ 449.90
Receipte June 1, 'G5

to May 31, '97 _3.072.63

Total 35’522°55
Disburesemente ‘ 2,671.21 .

- To the Theol. School 00.C0

Tetal Disbursements $3,171.21

Balance § 351.32

Balance June 1, 1867 3 351.52

Receipte June 1, 1897
to Msy 31, 1868 3,529.53
Total #$,880.L5
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Diebureemente June 1, 1E97
' to May 31, 186
To the Theological School
Totel Disburesemente

Balance
Profit for Le Wachter in 2 years

"To the Theological School

Balance June 1, 1668

§2,746.26
600.00

- 33,546.26

§ 534.59
1,164.69

©1,100.00

- 534.59

The Committee found the books in good order.

Supervisory Committee,

J. Noordewier, Secretary

For the remsinder of the Report fee Art 62 of the
" Minutee. ' '
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REPORT 9=
[ X 143
DC¥MESTIC MISSION ORDER
- A, Articles Pertaining to the Board

. Article 1.

The name of the Board iss The Board of the Lomestlc

Miseions of the Holland Ghristian Heformed Church.

| Article 2,

The Board is established in Grand Repids, Michigan.
Article 3.

Thie Board coneists of one delegate from each Clasels
of the Christian Reformed Church.

Article 4.

- The Board, being mccountable to Synod, hae complete
control and superv1sion over all Domestic Mlsslon work
in eegordance with the decision of Synod.

Article 5.

The Board meets annually in the month.........

* The Rulee are printed so that they can easily be removed
from the Acte and placed in the Ghurch Order.
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of June. When a majority of the delepates are preeent,
tho meeting ie lesml. If a third of the Board judges that
it i necesrary to hold & specisl meeting, the Committee
{cf. Art. 6) must call the Poard together.

Article 6,

Since one meeting per year is insufficient to per-
form the manifold teske of Domestlc Miseions, and the de-
némination ig widely ecettered, which doee not parmit the
delegutes to meet more freguently, the officere of' the

- Board consisting of the Preeident, Secretary, and Tressurer,

phall function se a Committee to conduct mettere that
demanth attention.

Article 7.

The Committee shell meet regpulariy- in the first or
second week in May, Auguet, November, end February, If
naceesary, it shall hold epecial meetinge.

Article 8,

The duties of the Board ares

a. Election of officers;

b. Review and decide on requests from churches
and miseions etations for financiel ald;

c. Xfa miesionary ie needed, to present the
perron it desires, requesting.....
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a GCleseie to call and installlthie person, and aleo to

meke a groes liat which can be ueed until the next meeting
of the Board, from which persone can be preeented 1o &
classeies for_a call.

d. Examination of the booke of the Secretery and
the Treassurer. '

8. To apnrove the Report of the Secretary which
ie to be eent to Synod.

f. To preeent overturee to Synod for ite judgment.

g+ To engage in all other mattere which it btelieves
neceepary for the cause of Domestic Miefione.

Article 9.
The Duties of the Committees

a., To review the reporte of the miselonariee and
" Qlassical Mission Gommitteee.

b. To receive funde and to disburse them according
to what has been allocated, with the understanding
thet the subeidy for ministere' ealaries shall be
diebursed equally according to the status of the
fund, and: to meet doficite st the end of the fia-
cal year as the iremsury allowa,

¢. If congregetions or miseion statione requast sup-
port, which were not conaidered at the Board meet-
ing, the Committee will decide.
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d. In ae far ee it was impoesible to determins at the
Board meeting in which Claszsis the miesionaries
should labor, the Committee will maske euch decision
in consultation with the Claseical Mission Committees.

e. If, betwsen Board meetinge, the Committes judges that
a miesionary is needsad, a letter shall be sent to
each Board member, whereins

1} It will be explained the need of another mission-
ary, and adduce as many grounde ag desmed necessary.

2) It shall present a nomination consietins of the

" - first three on the gross list; for the second
time the two whouwere formerly nominated and
tha fourth pereon on the gross liet, and so on,
"If there should be overriding reasons for de-
parting from this rule, or to nominate some ons
vhoee name does not appear on the groes list,
the Commitiee will have the authority to do so,
providing grounde for thie departure are given.

The delegates: ehall send their votes to the Secre-
‘tary of the Board, and as soon a8 they have ar-
rived, the Committes, in the nams of the Board,
ehell request a Qleseis %o call and inetall the
man of their choice,

f. To prepare the Report of Synod.
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Ee

i.

To keep informed about the condition of the miesion
in each Claseia. '

To keep the churchee informed about the miseion by
méane of "De Wachter",

To act on all matters that cannot await the annual

meeting.
LA 1 LN

B, Artlicles Pertaining to the Miseion
in each Classis.

Article 10.

#ach Classie ie to appoint a Committee of three to
conduct the work of the Miseion in their respective

Clasesee,

Article ll.

The dutiess of the Committee ares

a.

b

Ce

To keep informed if there is need for wmiseion
work In the Clasais.

To invesetigate requests for aid from the Board
thoroughly, with its recommendation esither to
accept or reject requeets, and in ordinary caese
with the approbation of Classis to send them to
the pecretary of the Board.

To file a guarterly report with reapect to the
Miesion and of the activity of the missionary
laboring in the Classis.
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d.. To repulate the work of the miseionaries laborlng
in the Classis. :

0. To sae to it that the churches or miesion stetjions

are fulfilling the stipulated condit1ons for r%ev1ng
eupport.

TIIZTITI

Articlee concerning Churches or Miseion
Statione Reguesting Aid

Article 12

No church and no miesion station resorting under
any Claesie ghall rseceive support or e miesionary without
a recomnmendation from the Claseical Miesion Committas. .

Article 13,

Ministers of churches which receive aid muet epend
& period of time during the vear in miesion work outeide

their own congregatione &t placee which the Board etipu-
lates as being in greateet need.

Article 14.

The churchee which receive financial aid covenant
themeelver to repay in full money received from former

church properties in the event they disbend or leavae
the denomination, :

Article 15.

& promiee for support ie valid for only one year.

(
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D. Artiglee Pertaining to the Entire
Denomination. ‘

Article 16.

The Board muet submit all its propoeale and decisions
to the judgment of Synod.

Article 17.

8ymod eetabliches & fixed amount which the Board mey
dirburse. If, in the judgment of the Board, there are un-
forseen circumetances which may make it neceseary to
epend more, and ths funde are in the treamsury, it hae the
liberty o dieburse the money. It may also appeal for a
epeclal offering through the chamnel of De Wachter, if
there are insufficient funds to meet the promlieed aid.

Article 18,

At least two Sundaye of every year offerings ehall
be taken in all churches for Lomeetic Miseicne.

222 2 X3y
E. Articlee Pertaining to our Miseionariee.
Article 19,
The salary of the miesionaries ehall be 3800.00
plus traveling expenses. In exceptional cacee the Board

will act according to circumstances.

Artiele 20.

‘Minietere, etudente, and candidatee may, without ......
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being called, be engaed by the Board for a period of time

in the service of Domee%tic Mieslonse, with a salary which
the Board deems equitable.

Article 21.
Miseionaries are to receive three weeke vacafion.
Article 22.
The Board may not recommend a miniater or a candidate

for a call who ie not in "gaod etanding" in our church, or
“who in enme way is being dealt with.

Article 23.

The miscicnaries ehall have their membership in the
church of the Claesis wherein they are laboring.

Article 24,

The dutise of the miessionariee are in the church or
the miesion etation where they work. They ares

a, Preaching a8 much as poesible.

Vieiting families, eepecially the disnereed, the
neglected, and the irreligious.

¢. Teaching catechism claesee.

Preparing mission stationsfor organizatlon into
congregatlona ag Econ a8 poseible,

e, F;nally, everything that osromotses the building

up. of a church or a miseion station.
Article 25,

The missionaries ehall file an extensive guarterly
repor i---hv mid-Anril, July, @ctobter, and January---con-
cerningphair activities to the Mirsion Committee of the
Claceis in which they work, and theee reporte in turn
ehall filed with the Committee of the Board befores its

- noxt zmeeting.
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Article 26.

Bvery provision in the Miseion Order may be rescinded or
revised by Synod. '

Adopted by the Synod of 1898.

The‘Officers of Synod,

J. Manni, President

G. D. De Jong, Vice-President
¥W. Heyns, Clerk

P. Ekstsr, Second Clerk

B o

RZPORT 10

"lﬂ""ﬁ
MISSION CRDER FOR THE EGARD CF HRATHEN MISSIONS

A. Articles Portaeining to the
Entire LUenomination

Article l.

Syhod availe iteelf of the cervices of a Board of
Heathen lissione for the execution of ite decisions con-

cernlng HeaYhen miesione. Zach Claeeis in our denomination
i to nominate one delegate.........
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who ie to be apncinted by Synod to serve until uhe next
meeting of & ynod

Article 2.

At each Synod the Board is to file a report of its
work, which Synod will then eseess.

Article 3.

All propocsale and decieione of the Board wust be sub-
mitted to Synod for ite judgment.

Article 4.

Synod decides whether the Mission Field is to be ex-
panded or curtsiled, end makes the final decieion concern-
ing the number of employees. The Board can only provision-
ally sond ascietants or ominieters, if necessity requires.
Article 5.

Synod hae the exclueive right %o dismiss definitely
appointed eaployeee, if it judgee that it promotes the
welfare of the Miesion. The Board may cnly provieionally
dismiee a pereson with or without ealary.

Article €.

Svnod deteraines how much the Board may receive an-
nually.

Article 7.

In all our churchee begides the Pentecoet collaction.....
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one other collection shall be taken annually for Heathen Miseions.

~ B. Articles Pertaining to the Board.
Article 8.

The Board must be incorporated according to the laws
of the State of Michigan in order that it mey be officially
recognized for the duties Svynod has devolved upon it.

Article 5.
The Board consiste of one .delegate from each Claeie,

besideec a treesurer apnointed by Svnod, who receives an
annual honorarium of $50.0C.

The president end thd eecratary are elected by the
Board for & pariod of one ysar.

Article 10.
The Board performe ite duties according to the man-

date of Synod, spscified in the Mission Order, or by fur-
ther Synodicul decisions.

Article 11.

In situations for which Synod has made no decieions,
and which caennot bs delayed without deiriment to the Mis-
8ion, the Board shall ect according ot its best judgmenti.
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Article 12,

Thé Board meate snnually in the month of Juns.
Articlse }5. |

The dutiee of the Board are:

1. To determine the marner in which the missionaries
' are to perform their duties.

2. To exazine the reports of the missienaries,
%+ To appoint =ach employee to his &tation.

4, To act upon all guestione or reguests of the
niseionaries.

5. To examine the booke of the secretary and the
trassurer.

€. To.examine the report for Synod.

7. To ervamine the work the Qommittee has done for
the Board. '

8. To prepare requeste end proposale for Synod.
Article 14.

Since dictance make it difficult for the Board to mest to
coneider all forthconming mattere, thoee of a lese pres-
ging nature, which occur betwesn the meetingsof % Board,
ghall be performed by a Counittes coneieting of ihe dele-
gales frow the Jlaseen of HMichigan and Illincie, who shall
mest at leest every helf year,

Article 15.

The Com»ittee is responsible to the Board for ell ite
BCtioNBececrvnsrancans
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It shall also keep the other delegaties of the Board in-
formed concerning ite activities.

Article 16.

The dutiea of the Committee ares

1.

To examine the reporte of the miesionariee.
To prepare the Report for Synod.
To prepare the requeste or proposals for Synod.

To administer all mattere of a lees pressing na-
ture, which cannot vory wsll be delayed.

To call the entire Board together, or st leeet
gain the oplnion of the other membere, if wors
difficult matterse present themselves.

Article 17.

3very year, if necessary, the Board appoint one of
ite membere to visit and inspect the Kiseion Field

Article 18.

The membere of the Board shell exsrcise themselves
a much es poesitle in the study of the ¥iseion, and en-
deavor o awaken g miselonary spirit in their reﬁpective

Claeses,

and in general to write about it in "Ds Wachter

or other suitable publicatione. .
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C. Articles Pertaining to the lmpioyees.
Article 19.

The emplovese are ordained iinistere of the Word
or ageistante. The latter cen bo women a® well ame wen.

Article 20.
No one can be accepted as an emplovee except
8. he be a membar of sur Church, and is ready %o

subscribe to the Sonfeeeions, promieing not to
teach contrary thersto;

b. and & testimonial of pood healtHand that in his
family there sre no diseasee which would be &
hindrance to the worx.

Article 21.
Miseionsriee are to devote themsalves exclusively

to the work of miscione, and are to refrain freom all other

kinde of work, unless the Board deems an excepticn to
the rule is necessary.

Article 22.

All employvess, except thnee accepted provieionelly,
are commnitted for a pericd of 7 years.’

Article 25.

The Board appoints one miesionary tos

LU N B
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1. To report monthly to the Board concerning tha
overall picture of the Miseion.

2. To makeihin businese to see that all tho decisions

of the Board with respect to miseion work are
carried out.

3. To coneult with others missionaries concerning
the interests of the Miseion.

4, To observe carefully the doctrine end life of
all employees.

5. To supervise the dietribution of literature.
6. Whenever there iz the poeeibility of opening a
new field, to make a pereonal investigation,
and t41earn whether it is @ good choice,

Article 24,

The duties of the missionaries areg

l. To preach as much as opportunity and strength
vermit, .

2. To supervice their Aeesietants, and instruct them
in doctrine and in the worlk,

5. To chaﬁihize. especielly the largest classee,

To etudy the language, the morality, the customs,

and the rsllglon of the people under whom they
labor.

5+« To visit familiea as much as poasibie.

To render & report to the psreon eppointed sccord-
ing to Art. 235, who hes supervision over the field.
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Article 25.

The eseistant are those who function in the cepacity
of trenelatore, etc., or who are engaged directly in mis-
sion work. The lattedto perform the less difficult and the
eagier workK. ' : :

Article 26.

The dutiee of the Aseistante ares

1.

2,

Visiting families.

Catechizing.

TQ deliver meveagee.

To teach Sunduy Schenl

To dietribute Biﬁlee and Tracts.

To study those subjects related to their work.

To file a report even sg the miscionaries do
according Art. 23 (6).

Article 27.

Neither the missionmaries nor the aseietante may open
8 new field, diFpose of an old one, enguge new Aecistants,
diemiss old Assietanty buy propertieg,sell or trade,
build or demolieh buildinsa without consent of the Board,

Article 28,

Diecinline with resnect to doctrine and life of the
Misesionaries and the Aseietante must be exercised by the
Coneistory of the congregation to which they btelong.
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Article 29.

Whenever an Aselstant dose not conduct himeslf sccord-
ing to the terms of his appointment, the miseionary mention-
ed in Art. 25 shall consult with him in private, and ehould
thie prove fruitleee to notify the Board.

Article 30.

The Boerd has the right vrovieiionally to dieniss
Aesistantgwho fail in their duties. With reepect to ordain-
ed mierionaries, the Claeeie which sent them shall deal
with them according to the Church Order.

Article 3l.

Miseionarise shall endcavor as eoon as poseible to
organize & congregetion, which must consist of et leaet
five peresone, and must resort under the meareet Claseis,
without grenting this Classie any greester juriediction
concerning mission work above the other Clesses,

Article 32,

If a Minieter of the Word is needed, the Board shall
request a {Qlassis to call and send the pereson selected
by the Boerd, leeving the further regulation of hie work
and hie salary to the Board. If poeeible, the eame Classis
which hee elready esent a missionary, shall not be requested
to send another one.
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Article 33,

The ealary of ths liinieter of the Word in ordinary
circumetances ie 31,000.00, and that of the Aseicstante
3600.00, both with free houeing, and they -~ coumit
themselves for a period of 7 years.

Articles %4,

The missionaries and aseietante receive an annual

~vacation of two weexs, which is to be taken every four .
years.

Article 35.
Theee articles can bte incresmeed,decreased, or re-
viged by each Gensral Synod.

Adopted by the Synod of 1ESE.

The Officers of Synod,

‘J. Manni, President

G. D. De Jong, Vice-Prerident
¥. Heyns, First Olerk

P. Ekster, Second Glerk
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