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The Acts of the Synod of the Holland Christian Reformed Church of America,
held at @rand Rapids, Michigan, on the 13th of June, and the days following, in 1894

The First Session, June 13, 1594, Wednesday.

Article 1. After an hour of prayer on the evening previous to the opening of the S?nodical
Sessions, conducted by the President of the previous Synod, the Rev, A. Keizer, who spoke
on Acts2:42; the delegates assembled in the recently completed Theclogical Building on

the following morning, where the Rev. Keizer again took charge of the opening exercises.
After the delegates had sung Psalm 133, vss. 1,3,the Reverend read the fourth Chapter of
Ephesians, and then addressed the delegates thus:

My dear Brothers,
Christ has instituted a beautiful worship service, and bestowed precious gifts upon the
Church, with the principal reason of permitting us to share that which we posess in Christ.
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Toward the perfection of the Saints. That the Church of Christ might know more, love in
a perfect way, appreciate in a greater measure, and learn to approach Him in complete freedon

Toward a life of service. This is the relation in which the office bearers stand as
regards the Congregations, not as overlords but -as servants, he bowing in love, who wishes
to be a servant to all. -

Toward an edification of the body of Christ, whlch must come to a maturity. What the body
neads in this is healthful food, a careful service and faithful care. Thus the body of
Christ is in need of the bread of life, the true repast of God's word, and a faithful servic:
as the fruit of Christ's highpriestly office.

And the end of these functions? Until we come to a unity of belief, and a knowledge of th
Son of God. They will finally reach the goal, as yet they are not there. The company of
believers is a huge association of travellers, all of whom gaze at something in the distance,
but are not at all in agreement on the object which they discern. The difference 1lies not in
that at which they are gazing, but the difference is present in those who are gazing. If all
looked equally well, and all had a knowledge of distant objects, they would all sesthe same
thing. This is not so, however, and as a result such a babel of tongues among them, yes from
those who confess the same Christ as a fountain of blessing that remains forever.

Are the Reformed Churches the only ones who are cognizant of this fact, although per-
fection is kept for eternity. This is our firm conviction. They descend to the depths and
rise to the greatest heights; and ever faithful to their principles,{hey are the nearest to
that which the Church of Christ should be.

But by merely .stating this or or giving a symbolic expression to it, is not at all
sufficient. This must be evident in our Congregations, in the decisions at our eccle51astica]
gatherings, and especially during the days of our general Synodical Assembly,

Do we fully realize our calling as Calvinists, and do we attempt to answer to its tenets?

The Lord is our Lawgiver, our Judge, our King. His eye is cast down upon us. Also the
esyes of the Church are tureed our way, and not only that but also the eyes of those who are
not of us. Very soon the matters on which we make dscisions.....
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will be put into print, and then these Acts will be subject to the opinions of those who
sent us here, as well as of our neighbors, who will test our decisions with the Reformed
principles and according to the Presbyterian System,

One more thaught: To the greatest extent ars we responsible t¢ our one Master, in whom
we all exist as Brothers, and how we conduct ourselves in these days while the Synod 1s in
gsession.

May we cast our eyss upon him, and may we ®ait on him; the one who is, who was, and who
is to come, and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness, the first born of the dead, the Ruler of the Kings of the Earth.
From him who loved us and who cleansed us from our sins through his bleood, and has made us
Kings and Priests of God, the Father, to whom is the glory and the power through all
Sternity. Amen. '

" Come, join me, as we approach his throne,




: Art. 2. The Mandates are surrendered by the delegates, and they are listed aeccording to
the Classes which they represent.

. (The delezates are not listed in the Translation)
: Pages 6 and 7 are taken up with the list of the delegates.
Page 8.

. Art. 3. A protest is submitted by the Consistory of the Church at Wortendyke, N.J.

. containing the "vower of attorney" against the Rev. J. 8alkoen, D.D. to represent that
| Congregation at the Synocdical Se551ons and to defend its interests over against Classis
{ Hudson. This matter is tabled until such a time as Protests are discussed.

Art, 4, The Offlcers of the Synod are as follows:
‘{ev. K.Kuiper, Pres.
J. Noordewier, V.P.
" W. Heyns, Clerk
" P, Schut, Asst, Clerk

{ Art. 5. Intermission
The Second Sessiosn, Wednesday P.X.
Art. 6. Devotions.

4 Art, 7. The President now grests the new Ministsrs who have come to the Church since the

last Session of the Synod, from the Netharlands, as well as those who have entered the Lord's
vineyard since then. The President then reads the Formula of Subscription, after which all
the delsgates rise and express thelr hearty agreement with thz same.

Art. 8. The time of th= Sessions is s=t: 8:00-11:45 in the morning
2:00-56:00 in the afternoon
Bach period will have a 15 minute break.

Art. 9. The Revs. Hoekstra and De Jong are chos2n to inspect the previous Acts for Articles

i on which there is more need for discussion.
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Art. 10. The work of th= Synod will be carried on as per Art. 10 of the Acts of 1892.
Therzfore the President names ssven members from ths variocus Classes, who will.check the
gources of the matters to bes diecussa2d, and before the end of the Session will designate
Committees of from three to fivs membsrs, who are to take the various matters into consider-
ation and to pressnt the Synod with proverly motivatsd motions, and to designate the time

in addition when these matters are to oes discussad. This Committes consists of the following
dolegates: the Revs. Bode, Yin Vessem, Keizsr, Schepzrs, Vos, Van Vliaanderen, Voorhis.

- Art. 12, The Committee for the 1nsoect10n of the previous Acts reports that the following
must be discussed: ticlss 9, 94c 27 with 77, 29, 37b, 55.para.2, 57a, 73 para.2.

Also Art, 28.2, 24.b, 74, 82, 87, of the Acts of 1392. but the last named articles will

¥ discussed when the present articles in the Agenda are taken up.

Art. 13, As at the former Synod, each motion will be translated into English from the Dutch,
And vice versa, with the Rev. Riemmersma as the person translating.

Art., 14The President now asks the delsgates who were to rspresent us at the General
Assembly of the United Presbytsrian Church to bring in their report. (Art. 24c, Acts,1892)
der T. Keppel informs th= Synod that with the departure of the Rev. G. Vos, D.D. to
Princeton, the task was not carried out, and he was prevented from attending.

Thus there is no report.



Art. 15. The Committee named in the Rev. C.J.Calkoen matter, to investigate this,{(in loco}
(Arts. 27.and 77, Acts 1892} reports thru thr Rev, Rismersma, that the Committee for various
reasons did not complete this matter.......
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Thz Synod is not satisfied with thils, but d=cides to d=lay th= matier now until the
Protests are discussasd, and the matisr is pressnted in the Agenda,

Art, 16, The Committes appointed to prepare a better set of "General Regulations" (Art. 27,
Acts, 1892) reports thru the President of the Commicttee, the Rev., J.H.Vos, that due to the
delay of thz receipt of the last Acts of the Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlan
the task could not bs completied. This Committee will continue, with an added motion from
Classis Iowa that the "General Regulations be not printed as yet, but that a written copy

be submitted to the next Synod for its approval.

Art. 17. Reporting on the fund for "Church Help" (Art. 37b, Acts, 1892) thc Rev. Noordewier,
as the Treasurer of this fund, informs thes Synod that an offering for this fund has been
received. It 15 decided to put these receipts in the fund for Home Missions, but that the
monies for "Church Hzelp" be a separate fund and that the 5Ynod asanction the following
proposals:

a/ That the Rev. Noordewier be relieved from the duties of this fund,

b/ That a Sommittee of three persons be named, vreferrably from our Western Churchas
which will organize and formulate its own rules of procedure, which rules shall be sub-
mitted to the Synod for its approval.

¢/ The Bommittee reccive the monies which have been taken from the Home Mlssion
Fund for Church Help and also the following noteas:

Noordsloos 3 30,00
North Holland S.D. $400.00
Friesland i 100.00
Overijsel n 200.00
Richland A 138.00

_. : Total 868,00
§ - The Revs., Breen, Manni, and Bode, are chosen on this Committee by acclamation.
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Art. 18, The Committee, appointed by the former Synod as a delegation th Cleveland,Chio,
(See' Art, 55) reports thru the Rev. P. Ekster, who states that the Committee has carried out
Ats task on January 11, 1893, and that the matter betwszen the Consistory and Y. Flinkers
terminated successfully, much to the joy of the Synod. The President thanks the Committee
for its efforts.

Art. 19, This Article lists all the Committees which have been chosen to report on the
various matters in the Agenda., They will not be listed here.

Art. 20. In order that the Committse on Pre-advice have sufficient time to prepare its
work, it will mest at 10;00 AM, tomorrow.

.rt. 21, Devotions and‘the end of the Session.
he Third Session, Thursday Morning.
%ﬁrt. 22, Devotions.
Art. 23. The Minutes of‘the praevious Sessions are read and approved with minor changes.

‘Art.. 24. The Library Fund, brought into being by a pravious Synod (Art. 57) reports thru
E&der ¥an Bree, as Treasurer, that the sum of $276.01 was reweived for this purpose, of
-Which $137.00 was spent in the purchase of books. The S¥nod is pleased with this report.
84nce it is desirable to have no more Committees than absolutely necessary, it is decided to
transfer this fund to the Treasurer of the Theological School, but with the understanding
that it remain a separate fund. The Professors and the Librarian will use these monies

a4 they see fit. . . '



Art, 25, Concerning the offerings for the Congregations at Meservey, Le Mars, and

Rock Valley, (Art.73)The Rev. Bode reports that the sum of $284,00 was received, and that
each of the above Congregations received $100,00 thru Classis Iowa. The Reverend is willing
to give a financial report on this, but since the books have been audited by Classis Iowa,
the Syncd deems this unnecessary. It plesased the reverend that he had received a much larger
amount thah anticipatesd, and the Congregations which had been assistea were truly grateful.
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Asked if these Churches were sufficlently cared for now, the Reverend ststes that the Church
at Rock Valley could use more funds,

Art, 26, A motion to omit the adjective "Holland" fOpf the name of the Church is now taken
up by the Synecd. This is decmed necessary since there are now-also English and German
speaking Churches in our denomination, Moreover this motion was tabled from a previous Sess-
jon. (Art., 87) The Rev, Voorhis, representing Classis Hackensack, states that this really is
i already the case, altho thia fact is not always taken into account. They had set that as a

‘stipulation for union, and thus looked upon this as having already been brought about.
(Supplemsnt VII)(Art. 24,49, Acts, 1890) In answer to this the difficulties in an official
change of name were pointed out; since under existing State laws, a disbanding first and
then a re-organization is necessary, in all States whers there are Churches. With the ex-
planation of Classis Hackensack, that since their Congregations are still registered under
their old name with the 3tate, they can rest assured that the change of name is taken into
account by the Church, and this seems to end the discussion.

fArt 27. The Report .of the Synodical Committee is given, and.is acC°pted as information,
(See Supplement I.

Art, 28, Letters from Corresponding Churches:

a/ The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands

b/ The 0ld Reformed Church in Bentheim

¢/ The Reformed Church in South Africa

nese letters are received as information, They are listed in Supplements II,III,IV,

t. 29. Point 4, Agenda: The "%x. Bonis Publiciis" Fund. -Classis Grand Rapids.
Classis Grand Rapids fee=ls itself burdened in connection with the Curatorium, since
this body rejected an applicant for the Theological School, whom the Classis had accepted.

Fage 14,

The Committee on Pre-advice reports thru the Rev., A, Kelzer as follows:

a/ That the previous Synod has stipulated (Art. 59 f) that the Curatorium also
ive those students supported by a Classis an entrance examination, and by the same token,
prefuse them admission, even though a Classis has examined them
b/ That Article 10 of the Constitution of the Curatorium and accepted by the Synod,
tates that no student shall be enrolled without a satisfactory examination; and in the
cceptance of Students into the Theological School the Curators will use &l11 care, and we
rust the Curators have acted thus in this case.
The advice: That the Synod speak out that it cannot accept the grievance of the
lassis of Grand Rapids. A. Keizer, Reporter,

This is accepted/

t. 30, The Session ends, Dcvotions.

he Fourth Session, Thursday P.M.

t. 31, Devotions. '

t. 32, The Synod has been informedthat the Rev, Williamson from Keokuk, Iowa, a2 delegate

rom the Unlted Presbyterian Church, will be present with us next Monday. Therefore it is
oscided to leave the discussion of matters with that Church until that time.



;Arte 33 A communication from the Church in Alto, Wisconsin is read to the Synod. It ex-

! presses appreclathon to the Synod for the assistance it has received, and states that with
an eye on the financial stats of the Home Mission Fund, that further assistance to them be
' now discontinued. This is very pleasing to the delegates and the letter is accepted as
information,

Page 15.

Art. 34%. Point 8, The Agenda: The Baptismal System.

a/ Classis Iowa: The Classis asks the Synod to give special attention to the question of
Baptism; and that the Synod make such decisions as nescessary, so that a return to former prac-
tices may be made,and that .thsre may be a return to former usages as of o0ld_in:the _ Reformed
Churches.

b/ Classis Holland: This Classis asks if Articles 60,61, of the General Regulations is in
accord with the plan of Church Government, and in agreement with the Creeds of the Reformed
Churches, and if this is not a reason for discarding the present system of Baptism,

c/The Synod take steps to bring unity into the problem{(discipline) of baptized members
of the Church who have been put under censure.

- d/ Classis Grand Rapids: The Synod institute a change in Art. 61,62, of the 8eneral

| Regulations, in regard to the Baptismal System.

e/ Classis Muskegon; The Synod adiise the Congregations that they hand out no attestations
iin good form to baptized members, uniess such baptized members are blameless in conduct.

iThe Rev, J. Wyngaarden reports on this in the name of the Committee on Pre-advice.

iHonored Brothers: The Committee on Pre-advice has ths honor of presenting the following to
ou on the above question, and the rules for considering same.

The problem here seems to be in connection with Articles 60,61,62, of the General
egulations, which Articles deal with the rights of baptized members who do not come to
mfession, or those who come from elsewhere and are not taken up as members of the Church.
epeated voices have been raised concerning the purposs of the above Articles. And now the
tention of the Syned is called to theses Articles , and that bv two or three Classes, and
the same time; with a request that they be reviewed in the light of Scripture, and the
gulations of the Rs=formed Churches; and then to take such steps as are necessary. for.a
turn to the former practice of the Reformed Churches with a positive line of conduct in
gard to bantized members who are under censure.

ge fé;

ur Committee is in agreement with the Classes that it is not permitted to institute an
authorized practice in such a manner as if it Were Whelly in order, and it would much rathe:
e in these Articles.a normal condition depicted in our entire Church life, a living on 8
gher plane to which all must be attuned; even if there are occasions in which the ruling
ies of the Church must make exceptions. ‘

.And since this question is also belng discussed in the Churches in the Netherlands, where.
mmittees have already been named to. give advice at the nsxt General Synod, and since it

8 dzclded to note what the Churches are doing with domestic problems in their lands, we
pught it best in keeping the unity in the Churches, that this Synod in so weighty a

tter, does not run ahead,but leaves it now with an admonitlion, which can eventually lead

+a return of the former practices of the'"Reformed Churches in these" so that at a later Sy-
¢ matters can be regnlated in a better way.

g Committee Vhus. expresses itself:

Seeing that in the Church of God there is really no tenable place for adult baptized mem-
rs. since God's word calls the growing children of the Comgregation to turn their attention
), and demonstrats their obedience in Christ in a confession and in a celebration of

ly Communion;

- And seeing as a result that the system of adult membership by Baptism, is a deviation from
8 Word of God, and from the old Reformed paths, which deviations by a further process of

a4 confessing Church of Christ, without a doubt, would do dlshonor to a sedate non-confessa.
g society which was institutied by the hand of man;

~ So must they who,through faults of their own, do not come to that decision, but after
possible persuasimon, stubbornly resist becoming believers, altho being warned seecees



earnestly and with long-suffering, and by repeated disobedience, be cut off formally
from the Church as decayed limbs are removed from a tree. This can happen by an official

announcement, and by informing themiseeecas
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that due to their prolonged neglect and disrsgard, in giving heed to the warnings of the 1
Church, they can no longer be considered as members of the Church; yet in this the greatest
care must be used, espscially when conscisntious scruoles hold them back, and naturally
no Consistory will in any way take the final step without a consultation with the Classis
as per Art. 76, of the Church Order of Dordt. (See 38 b.)
In conclusion, Classis Muskegon requests that the Congregations be advised that no attests
tations be given to any baptized members unless they are blameless in conduct and daily life.
The Committee, however,considars this statement superfluous, since all.attestations must

i gtate the truth at all times. J. Wyngaarden, Reporter.

This report is accepted and a lengthy discussion follows. In regard to the principles of
f§the matter, there is complete accord, but there is a difference of opinion in what manner

t this can be ended, wherever it exists, while some are of the opinion that there is no need

i for such a regulation, since some consider this to be a satisfactory practice, or that in
gome Congregations, matters are conducted in that wayj;yet there are others of the opinion
that there is need for a change, not only for Consistorial support , but also to acquire a
general line of conduct. Finally this report is read once more and then accepted by majority

ote,

?t. 35. Section V. of the Agenda; THome Missions.

. Classis Iowa: The Synod regulats matters thus: that each Congregation receivings fands
om the Home Mission Tressury toward the support of a Minister, must surrender him for a -
tain number of Sundays for Home Mission work, and this in addition to his Classical
pointments; ths Classis in which this Church is located will arrange matters,

Classis Iowa: The S¥nod point out to needy Congregations that it is not necessary to
uest aid from distant Congregations thru the medium of the "Wachter" but rather be re-
estad from their own Classis, which is there to supply the needs of dependent Churches,

ge 18,

[ Classis Hudson:The Synocd turn its attention to the fact that the Home Missions should
crease its efforts, and seriously consider whether changes can be made in Heathen Mission
k, when the weakness of the financial status of the Congregations be taken into account,

eport of the Committee on Pre-advice:

mnored Brothers,
8 regards letter "a® the Committes can rscommend that it be accepted without any changes

that is all,

Letter """ may also be accepted but with this clause in addition "and should the Classis
finanecially unable, then it will apply at the fund feor Church Help.

As regards letter "c" the Committee advises that the Synod do not enter inte the change
nested by Classis Hudson. The desire of this Classis,however,that more effort be put forth
Home Missions than is done at present, needs the undivided attention of the S¥nod, and wit
8 in mind, that the Congregations which are vacant and served by Missionary Pastors in
ection with the Classis to which the Church belongs, will supply a certain amount

ard the salarv of the Missionary Pastor.

And in connection with this, the Committee asks the Synod to consider that with free

1l gifts and pledges of Congregations, something cannot be done in favor of Home Missions.
Concerning the requests for support from the Home Mission Fund, the Committee suggests

L the following Congregations receive the amounts listed with thelt names,

ote: the Congregations and the amounts are not translated)

Lo 1§-

verdam has stated that it would not release its pastor for Home Mission work as per .



letter®a®, with the result that no flnanc1al support can be extended to it.

-J. Hoekstra, Reporter.
This report is aoproved and the. obtalnlng of free will offerings from Congregatlons
will be the work of the Cla551cal Mimpsion Committees.

Art. 36, The S=ssion ends with devotions.
The Fifth Ses;ion; Friday Morning, June 15,
Art. 37. Devotions

Art., 8. The Minutes of the previous Session are rea&@nd approved after a few changes.

“Art. 38,b. the question is put that the Synod return to the Baptismal question once more.
(See Art, 3%.) This is accepted with a necessary majority, and it is then decided to omit th
last clause reading" and no Consistory will in any way.take the final step, without a
consultation of the Classis, as per the Church Order of Dordt. Art, 76,
fﬁrt. 29. The Rev. J. Fles reports for Jewish Missions. This report is approved and accepted

{ and placed in the Supplements. Suppl. V. The Synod thanks the Committes and mandates it to
“eontinue along the same lines as previous.

?Fage 20,

Art. 40, The principal Committee for the Home Missions reports thru the Rev. P. Schut.
'his report is accepted and to be found in Supplement VI,

irt. 41. The question is now put to the Synod how to proceed with the appointment of the
hassical Committee for Home Missions, since this cannot be carried out as formerly because
the change in the delegation to the Synod. The Synod decides:
~ af that with the exception of Classis Iowa, which at its last session was already aware
f this; each Classis will retain its present Committee until the following session of the
ynod.
© b/ that the Classis as soon as it will have chosen a new Committee will notify the presen
'resident, the Rev. J.L.Hulst, whom will announce the same in the "Wachter'.
c/ that from now on each Classis will choose its Home Mission Committee at the last

gslon before the Syned assembles.

Axt 42, Since some of the Treasurers were unable to submit their accounts of receipts

ind expendituees at the time set for this, the following are chiksen to check the accounts.
The Revs., Rlemersma and Robberts for Jewish Missions.

The Revs. fkster and Haan for the Tmeritus Fund.

The "lders Karsten and Mokma for the accounts of the "Monthly "publication. {German)

rt, 4. The matters pertaining to the Theological School are next in order. Before the
wport is given, the Committee on Pre Advice, thru the Rev. De Jong, states that while there
@ many divergent opinions on the Schiol in the Agenda, they can be summed up under one
agsification, and the Committee recommends that each section of the report be read and tre:
_Separately.

‘This suggestion is acceptable and Section I of the report is read,

ge 21,

norable Brothers:

Your Committes asks you to turn to letter 4" of the Agenda: The Synod decide to change

8 Constitution of the Theologlcal School so that the Curators and the Trustees become one

1V s - The Curators and the Trustees.
After taking into con51derationthe reasons which moved the Curators and the Trustees to

Ace this matter i in the Agenda, the Committee advises the Synod to sanction this change

d thus take note of the following:

8/ That in the Articles of Association of the Theological School, a change in the number

Trustees be made and the number be inereased to sixteen/



. b/ That fourteen members be named, each with an alternate, and selected by the various &

Clasass, two from e2zch Classis, and two others, laymen,with their alternates,
¢/ That the Trustees be appointed for a period of four years, that one half of the number

retire at one time, but they can be re-appointed. The first time of retirement will see ona
itrustee from each Classis retire and one of the laymen,
' d/ That any one who leaves his Classis will discontinue his duties as a Trusteejand this
ialse holds for a Trestee who discontinues his connections with the Church. If elther should
joccur,the alternate will be seated in his stead.
e/ The right to appoint Ministers for the Theological School is in the hands of the
58ynod. Should a vacancy occur during a year when the Synod im not in Session, then the
Trustees will appoint a Professor, in conjunction with one member from each Classis,chosen
i for that purpose. This person will have the samz power of choice as the Trustees.
- The nomination of a Professor will be from a list of twelve persons, a list having been
iprepared by the Synod of the last Assembly. The discharge of a Professor also is within the
rights of the Synod.

f/ The Trustees are empowered to carry out the decisions as soon as possible.
- -G, D. De Jong, Reporter.

is report is approved and accepted by the Synod, and according to its legality, the above
ghall be in effect with the following Synod, although from now on all Classes actually
8sess the same rights.

« 45, Devotions and Intermission.
« 46, Devotions.

+ 47. Concerning Travelling Expenses: a/ It is decided that the delegates shall .submit
otber expense except the cost of transportation, and that is to and from the Sessions of
Synod. (See Art. 60)

b/"that one person shall be named from each Classis, to have charge of the costs incurred
his Classis, and that these persons with the Synodical Treasurer will act as a Committee
gsee to the proper division of the travelling expenses of each Classis before the Symod.
‘Committese: The Revs. Walkotten, Marcusse, Hkster, Groen, Vander Werp. Remein, Iserman,

o #48. Section II of the Matters pertaining to the Theological School.
g section is approved and accepted,
fn this section the Committee has combined the points of the Agenda dealing with the
aration of the Literary Ilepartment from the Theological Eepartment, as follows:
The Synod open the Literary Department to non-Seminary Studenta as well as to those
ing Theology. -Classis Iowa,
d/The Synod separate the Literary Department from the Seminary.
-Classis Holland.
The Constitution of the Theological School be changed in such a manner that the

ary Department be separated from the Theological Department.
- Classis Illinois.

23

The Synod decide that a beginning be made in the separation of the Literary Department
the Theological Department. ~The Curators and the Trustees.

je Committee opposes a separation since it would entail an increase in the subjects to
ught., Your Committee at this time does not think this desirable, considering the
r of hours. in which the students already receive instruction,nor does the Committee
# chamge necessary when one considers the nature of the School,

5 Committes further sivises:

a/ To add the follow1ng to Art.I of the Constitution of the Theological School: also '

who do not wish to become preachers of the Word, c¢an now with a favorable entrance
nation be admitted to the Literary Department,

b/ To add to Art. 10 of the Constitution of the Curators, after a deletion of the last
jo,to add the following: No one shall be admitted t¢ the School except those who have s
ssfully passed an entrance Examination, and after the first year which is to be a



a year of probation, the Curators shall decide whether he can be enrolled as a regular

4 gtudent,

c¢/that Art. 4. of the Theological School be altered thus: that Hebrew be taught ons year
- in the Literary Department, and two years in the Theological Department as well as two years
i of New Testament Greek.

d/ That in the first year instruction will no longer be given in the Ancient Languages,

4 but more emphasis shall be placed on the English, Holland , and the German Languages.

-G. De Jong, Reporter.

Art 49, The Synocd goes into Executive Session.

Art 50 A motion is made to adjourn until Monday afterncon at 1:30,
The Session ends with devotions.

SR g T —

‘Fhe Seventh Session., Monday, P.M. June 18.

51. Opening Devotions,
24,

52. The alternates present are listed in this Article.

53. The Minutes are read, ,approved, and accepted.

54, The Mandate of the Rev, W,C. Williamson. of Keokuk, Towa is fead, who 15 a delegate
United Presbyterlan Church,and he is now given the floor. He addresses the Synod

follows:

President and Brothers: Permit me to begin by stating that I feel very much at home here,
d not only when L see you face to face, but also when I listen to your discussions, and
though I fail to understand what is being said nevertheless I know they are matters of
portance, and of interest to me,

s you note from my mandate, I have been sent by the Beneral Assembly of my Church for
purpose of conveying our greetings to you, and this is according to Paul, "a greeting
th a holy kiss" one both tender and from the heart.

represent a Church which has much to be thankful for. The Lord has blessed it in thils
to such an extent that our Communicant members now number 115,000 souls.

Although we feared that our Mission endeavors would be hampered by the pressure of the
s, The Lord thought otherwise, and we were enabled to carry on our work without any
rruption, and also end the year without a debt. And in addition, the Lord greatly in-
sed the membership of our Church. Many persons were drawn from the world, and they
endered themselves to his services, and that not by the use of extra-ordinary means,

as revivals, or other methods, but through the preaching of the word of God. And then
has given us peace. The problems brought on by war, harassing us for some time, are now

: 25.

By various means the Lord has forced us to return to former principles, and a half-heartec
ytion for the Westminster Confession has now created an inner devotion for it. As con-
our relations with each other, that is also a cause for happiness, that the better we
1 to know each other, the more we esteem and admire each other. I was & member of the
ttee which met with a Committee from your Church in 1893, We at that time reviewed the
ards of both Churches, both for points of agreement and for points of difference.

hing was held back; you were desirous of knowing who we were and we were desirous of the
'e The result; the Banners we raised were the same. Fach time it brought us much joy whel
scovered that we were pulling together under the same high command, and striving for the
 poal, Even the form of your worship service - I noticed it yesterday- is the same as ow
joth sing the same Psalms; you have added some which we do not have, and who has the most
.in this is not a matter of discussion at this time, but this is nevertheless true,

, a3 far as singing Psalms is concerned, both are correct,

oW closely we are allied, Certainly it must be even closer, Could it not become a comp-
3 union, then we certainly could become a co-operative organization, such a one



ias would put an end to diverse efforts.

. Another result of our recent Committee meeting was this that our General Assembly after
hearing the Committee report, has again named a Gommittee to meet with a similar Committee

i from your Church; for the putpose of further discussing a union. If you now choose another

Committee, this can be brought about. Should this plan not come to fruition, then only a

ifrlendly ecclesiastical attitude can be maintained.

Note that when we desire a union se strongly, it is not for the sake of acquiring an in-

i¢rease in membership, but rather that it is the will of our common Master, and that which he

idesires, we do., We are averse to any union wkich only brings a certain satidfaction to

the emotions. We abhor a union of worship services. There ia only one worship service, one

yetrine, one Truth one Lord; Christ prayed for his Church to be one, then it is our duty
‘arrange matters in such a way, that we can come to a union,

- May we pray to him that he lsad us to do his will,

e 26.

The wish of our Assembly is that we may mcet one or more of your delegates at the General
embly in Pittsburg, Penn. and that 2 Committee from your Church meet with one from our
ch, to discuss the matters which I have mentioned further. HMay I thank you for your

ention as well as your patience. I have spoken.

The Rev, J.Y.De Baum is asked to reply to Dr. Williamsonand he speaks thus;

The President of the Synod has asked me to greet you, and to state that we are ﬁ
ased to have you present at our Synod. You mentioned important matters; a union of
ompatible elements i1s not your desire;nor is it ours, a union,but only one on a fim
ation., To what an extent a union will be brought about by us; that lies in the lap of
_future., Nevertheless it is a certain faet that we have learmed to know each other much
ter, and as far as we know we are in harmony. We thank you for your heartening address

"We ask the Lord to bless you.

‘'Dr. Williamsom obligingly states that he is prepared to explain the Doctrine, the service
he discipline of his Church to anyone who <-rires it. Many questions are asked and in
wer to these, he states that he is thoroughly.convinced that his church is Calvinistic £
ough and through; that this is their stand against Secret Societles, which rules are car-.
‘out concerning them; that persons in societies which bind them with an oath, without

ng the meaning of the oath, can in no wise be members of the Church., Also that the
echism in their Church at one time seemed to be overshadowed by the work of the Sunday
0ol, but now much more emphasis is paid to it. Also the United Presbyterian Church

8 not baptize children of non-confessing parents

The Synod ends this, with appreciation to Dr, Williamson for the readiness he has shown
swering the various questions, and it now goss on to other matters,

55. Point X of the Agenda is now under discussion,

Dollar Fund.

ynod assign the monies of the Dollar Fund as a gurrantee for the Theological School.
' -The Curators and the Trustees,

2?.

o Rev. J. Riemersma,as the reporter of the Committee on Preadvice,informa the Synod that
is $1098.00 in the Treaswry of the Dollar Fund, and the Committee advises the Synod

this be used as the Curators and the Trustees desire.

e fear that these monies would be used for other purposes than those for which they were

nded, is removed by the following motion which is accepteds

:is amount, $1098,00, will be transferred to the General Student Treasury, but in place
“immediate dlstrlbution among the Classes, it will be used as a "Guarantee! fund for

heological School. Nevertheless the interest of this fund will be distributed among the

05. In addition to this, it is decided to contimue the fund and Prof, G,E.Boer is name-

@ Treasurer of above fund,

nally G.W.Mokma, J.W.Garvelink, and S.S.Postma, are named as auditbrs of this fund, to

:tain the amounts outstanding, and to see that the necessary transfer of the monies is



t 56. Point XII of the Agenda: Synodical Sessions.

The Committee on Pre-advice reports thru the Rev, Keizer:
The Synod decide from now on to meet anmually in
ticular Synods, and that this be of two or more Classes, with a general Session of the en
¢ Bynod every third year. -The Consistory of the Congregation at Drenthe.
Your Committee had to ascertain whether this matter had come to the Synod thru the
iper channels, since it was submitted by a Congregation rather than by & Classis. But
ording to Art, 30 of the Church Order and article 8 of the Rules of Order, your
ttee decided to predent this to the Synod. Therefore it has taken this into
ideration and states:

a/ that as soon as possible the regulation in Art. 47 of the D, C.0.* be
into account.

b/ that according to the opinion of the Committee the time is not suitable for
‘a3 yet, i.e. particular Synods.

R i s R

28.

assis Iowa, for instance, as it is now set up, the expense of meeting with a neighbor-
assis would be too great for an annual Session as a particalar Synod.

¢/ For observing this rule the Synod should advise Classis Iowa at some future
0 divide into two or three Classis, - A, Keizer, Reporter.

rning the legality of presenting this matter to the Synod in this manner, the Synod
s, )

While the changain delegation to the Synod from Congregations to Classes has not
efinitely announced, and that from now on-reports can be submittied to the Synod only
e various Classes, the Synod will for this once consider this matter, but from now

~matters will flow thru the proper channels.
n after a discussion of the above, the matter is finally tabled until the next

n of the Synod.

7. Devotions and adjournment.

E&gﬁih Session,l Tuesday Mornming, June 19,
« Devotions.

9. After the roll-call it appears that Elder A.C, Kuizenga is absent, due to illness,
50 Elder Tempel.

60, The question is put (See Art. 47 a) what is meant by the expression "only one trip,
| from"? The S_bnod replies!There is a refund with all expenses that are in connection

he work of the §inod"

4. The Synod now goes into "a Committee of the Whole".

:25 Intermission and Devotions.
Minth Session, Tuesday Afternoon, .

23 Devotions.

64, Point IV is now introdﬁéed by the Committee on Pre-ddvice, concerning matters

ertain to the Theological School.
r this part the Committee has combined all the matters pertaining to the Examinations

Anection with the School
8/ The Synod shall formulate a hard and fast set of rules, when all examinations

| be judged, so that all inequalities and high-handedness be eliminated as much as
e, --Classis Holland,

= The Churgh Order of Dordt.



rogard to this point, it shows the Committee that the attention is called to the set
lea, as they appear to be in use in the public schools in this land, as examinations are
fited with "standings" when students submit pabers for grading in written examinations.
hoe this seemed feasible, the Committee suggests that the Synod advise the Curators
draw up a set of rules, when all examinations shall be judged. ' ’

“h/ In order to adhere more closely to Art. 4, D.C.Q. the Synod will name delegates for
#.Classical Examinations., -Classis Muskegon.

r Committee advises: , s
- The Syned mandate each Classis at its first session, to name one delegate for examinatior
il that it stipulate that that delegate from the one Classis be present with one from the
ghboring Classis, and that each have the right to vote at the Classical Examination.

a 30,

The Synod also stipulate that if the examination of an applicant for admission is not
isfactory, and the interested Congregation insists on desiring his admission, another
tunity may be accorded to the Applicant for a re-examination in those subjects in which
has failed. - G.D.,De Jong, Reporter. ‘

65, Devotions and adjournment.,

‘Tenth Session, Wednesday, A.M. June 20.

. 66. Opening Devotions.r |

67. The Minutes are read, corrected, and approved.

. 68, It is decided to add the following to the Rules of Orderj
All matters discussed by the Synod in session as a Committee of the Whole, Will be noted

the Book of Minutes, but they will not appear in the printed Acts. The Officers of the
gd will see to it that the necessary articles are omitted.

69. The Curators ask the Synod for permission to use theilr own judgment in the cass

g student who haw been engaged in Evangelistic work in the Netherlands, and has now also
pleted one year of work in the Seminary.

'This request from the Curators brings forth a prolonged discussion. From many sources
1s shown that there is a great danger in matters of this sort, since it might cause more
1 than good. But since a favorable report has been submitted concerning this brother,
finally was decided to grant the above request.

6 31,
nt V. Partaining to matters of the Theological School by the Committee of Pre-advice,

The first point of the report containing a motion for the nomination of a Professor,

1aid aside and is inecluded in the following motlon which is presented and accepled.
resident name from among the Curatorsand the Trustees,,one from each Classis and onw

' to these the task of preparing a nomination of Professors for the Theological Scheel
sresenting same to the Synod. The Sinod then will name as many as the School needs, #aikl
ythers will be taken care of as the need arises, as per Art. 44 ¢, in case the Curatopas
mportant redsons, feel compelled for the time being to supply an existing need.
i@ President names the following: the Revs, H.Vander Werp, G,4,De Haan, E, Vande
ni, M.J.Marcusse, J.C.Voorhis, %.R.Haan, The rest of the report is accepted thug
changes.
/ Concerning increasing the instruction in German at the Theologiecal School, ahoy
gis Iowa 4sks in letter "a" of this section, namely as a necessary need for the |
hes and for the expansioﬁ of our Church; the Curators and the Professors stats {
es of Classis Iowa have already been satisfied to such an extent, that the faol
chool will not allow more hours for this subject at this time. The advice on %
matters as they now are. 7

Under "k" Classis Illinols requests a reinspection of the Curriculum of the
Committee, however, deems this unnecessary, 1f both Congregations and studen




|
_ihelr commitments. Therefore the Committee suggests no feinspection.
. 3/ And under "k-b" the Curators and the Trustees request the nomination of two Professors
gar the Literary Dept. and one for the Theological Department, which the Committee sanctions

t suggests that the first two be named until the following Synod.
~-G. D.De Jong, Reporter,

ge 32..

ha Synod set the salary of the Professor of ‘the Theological School at $1300,00, and that
combined salaries for the Literary Dept. be a maximun od $1700,00 and a minimum of

0,00,

7t The Report of the Comm., on Pre-Advice concerning the Church publication, the

hter"

a/ The Synod consider a change in the Hditorship of the "WaAchter™ as desirable.

‘ -Classis Iowa,

Commlttee considers it necessary that an offieial reply is in order in this matter.
ofessor should no longer be weighed down with the Bditorship of our Church publication,
all his time and efforts should be alloted to his educational tasks at the Seminary.
fore the Committee suggests the following:

a/ That a new Mlitor be named, and along with him three co-workers, one of whom will
garded as alternate Hlitor,

b/ The Editor is to receive $200.00 for his work, and each of the assistants, $50.00
¢/ To stipulate that the Mitor will be responsible for the principal articles, and that
jpartment will be assigned to each of the other three by him.

d/ that this arrangement will be in force until the next session of the Synod.,

ing letter "b" the Synod decide to increase the size of the publication by onew

so that it will have a presentable format,

he Committee also feels it necessary to submit the following:
a/ that Synod name a standing Committee, whose business it will be to control
tters in connection with the "Wachter"and that this Committee meet at least twice a

with the Editor and the Business Manager. A
b/ that five copies of the "Wachter" be sent to the Seminary each week, and that --:

¢/ Ministers and Students may receive the "Wachter" at one half the regular
ption price. :
d/ that there be fifty two issues per year. ,
e/ The Business Manager will receive $200.00 per year. He may submit no additional
 agcounts, - ~E.Breen, Reporter.

W. Brink is named as the Business Manager of the "Wachter™ after this report is given.
tks the Synod for the confidence placed in him, states that he will accept the task

d to him;he asks for their co-operation in the distribution of the "Wachter" and also
.that he will be bonded because of the sums of money which he will be accountable for..

‘a/ That the Trusrees of the Theological School, since they must support the matters
to the "Wachter'recommerd two of its members for the Committee mentioned in 3a.
b/ That the changes decided uponconcerning the "Wachter" go into effect in September

mmittee to see that all the above are carried out is named: the Revs, J. Noordewier,
‘er, and Elders J. Smitter, S.S.Postma.

¢/ That the Committee which will submit a nomination for Professors will also sub-
ist for the choice of an Editor and hid three assistants.

2. Closing Devotions,.

aventh Session, Wednesday, P.M,



[

#
;r 73. Opening Devotions.

;”t. 7, The Report of the Committee of the Emeritus Fund. The ﬁev. J. He Vos, Reporter.
g This report is approved and accepted and placed in the Supplements. See Supplement X.
- This report will alsc be published in the "Wachter®.

3 Qge 34,
#. 75. Elder Van Bree, the Treasurer of the Mmeritus Fund reports:

the year ending on June 29, 1893,the Beceipts are $1258.41
the Disbursements,1231,.35

the Balance 26.79
the year ending June 13, 1894, the Raceipts. $ 1114, 5%
' the Disb. 1107.30

the Balance 723

‘Treasurer is thanked for his work and his report is approved.

76. The Committee on Pre-Advice now reports on the matter of the ™meritus Fund,
With minor changes the following is accepted:

ored Brothers:

e Committee named by the Synod, to consider matters pertinent to this fund, calls to
attention, first of all, the pztitions placed with this Committee by the Muskegon Classi:s
irst is: a/ The Synod empower the Classis to grant homorable HEmeritation to the Rev,
ieling, who serves the Church at Spring Lake, Mich. and as soon as possible provide
with a yearly pension of $400.00, to be paid from the Emeritus Fund.

: b/ Also the widow of the late Rev. H. Tempel, who served Richland, Mich. as
ast charge,is in need of support. The Classis asks that a sum of $400.00 be arranged
er also.

Your Committee recommends an honorable Emeritation for the Rev, Frieling with an
ment of $300.00 for him annually, and that the widow Tempel receive the amount of

00 annually. '

- Concerning this fund and those who were supportsd by it last year, we now gladly

rm the Synod that the Rev, Gulker has declined further support from this fund.

35.

addition the Committee advises the Synod to continue with the same amounts for the

- Coelingh, VYanden Bosch,,and the widow, Mrs. O, Stuit.

jat the Committee of the fmeritus Fund contact Mrs. Rietdijk, and request her to decrease
und by $100.00, that the Rev, J. Stadt will be supported to the amount of $100.00

- the next Session of the Synod, altho the right to increase this be given to the

ttee up to the amount of $200.00, if circumstances are such that he is in need of the
amount,

Finally, ths Committee has taken the finanecial condition of the Emeritus Fund into

nt, and now states that it is necessary to employ other means of acquiring funds

are needed to supply the needs of the recipients. The Committee proposes that the neces-
ount be acquired by a Classical Assessment as follows:

Classis Grand Rapids $400.00 Classis Holland $350.00
" Muskegon 200.00 " Towa 175.00
" I1llinois 175.00 " Hudson 150,00

- J. B, Hoekstra, Reporter.

connection with this as was reported, the Rev., Gulker expresses his appreeiation
¢ Synod, the Classis Iowa, and to the Treasurer, A. Van bree.

77, The Committee to audit the books of the Dollar Fund(see Art. 55) now reports
11 accounts of this Fund are in order, as follows:

Qutstanding Amounts $85