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The Acte of the Symed. of the
Holland Christian Reformed Church T
At @rand Rapids, Michigan, June 9, 1886.

Note:;Synodical Sessions bzaome biennial until 19739, after which the Synod met.annually.

tArt, 1. The Reversnd L.J.Hulst, President of ths previous Session of Syncd, open=d the
Session with a short discourse, as follows:

My dear Brothers, Ministers and ¥lders, and others who are pres=ant: We are assembled
here, in the providence of God to carry on a weighty task, for the porpose of advancing
the well-being of his Kingdom,

" I had in mind an apvropriate exprassion of Christ, which He uttersed to his disciples,
and I had considered it as an appropriate text for my sarmon last evening. I am referring
to his statement, "Possess your souls with patience". This I shall discuss for a few
| minutes. It should be to your advantage also. One need not say that this expression is
15 especially necessary, since each one controls himself otherwise, and thus masters him-
self so that no one overruledpr lords it over him.

Through sin, however, man has become falsely independent over against the Lord, but there
are those who through grace have withdrawn their independence and have taken over the
dependence of Christ our Lord. There is much that differs in these two types. If you do not
poss3ss this independence in Christ, then the world and the devil are in possession of
your being. Th}s is also the case with us :
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now that we are assembled as a Synod. We must. also possess our souls in patience. As
Ministers and "lders we must answer to the Lord. He can call us up to his throne tomorrow
to answer to him for a settlement of our accounts. Do we not possess our souls in patiense
i we are lost for God's Kingdom, and thus taken uwp in the world.

Now the question is,"How shall w= do this." There are two ways open to us, The first
1 is by the use of force and by domineering,th=s way of the "Ego" which is non-Christian,
Harsh words are spoken, fists are doubled, the opposition increases, Cannon, as it were,

! are placed on the wall. But Jesus points the other way, when he said to Peter, "Put thy

sword back 1m its scabbard, those who use the sword shall perish by it. "Possess your souls!

in natience™: Keep on this path;he who us=s force fails. The devil may rave, people may

i cause an uproar but.‘the Christian who possesses his soul in patiznce 1s unswerving. His

! way of 1ife is in God's hand, and he exclaims, "Lead me,0Lord, as 1t pleases thee; teach

i me, speak to me for thy servant heareth." Th=n let death overcome us, we die but to live.
This aoplication can again be applisd to us;that we as a synod are set betwesn two

rocks, Rationalism and Mysticism. Against either,,on= could easily justify his existence

but in the\deed the best is the most difficult. Only then can we do this when we, as

Christ has said: "Possess your souls in patience.

Let us 301n in prayer.

Art, 2. Here aro 1lsted the delegates, (not necsssary for the translatlon)
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the 1list of &élegﬁies centinues thru entire page.
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Artlclp 3. The offlcers of the Synod:

Pres: Rev. L Rietdijk

V.P. " R,Duiker

‘Clerk, " P.Schut

' ' Asst, Cl. J. Noordewier.’

Art. 4, The Rev, L.J.Hulst, the retiring President, with a few well chosen words
surrenders the Chair to the Rev. Rietdijk, nxtendlng to him the blessing of the Lord in
his so welghty and all important task, Rev. Reitdijk answers, that only with his eye
fixed on the Lord dare he undertake this task.
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{Art 5. The Viece Prasident,in the name of the Synod bids the delegates from the True Reformeed
Protestant Dutch Chiirch ahearty welcome and asks.their help in the interests of the Synod.
The Rev, J. Voorhis replies in the English language, which when translated is as follows:

™y Brothers and co-worksrs, who labor togesther in one common cause and belief,
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It will be difficult for us to address you sincz there are som2 among you who do not

; understand the %nglish language. We were presant at your Sessions some years ago in Chicago,
Illinois, and we find that many persons whom we admired for the cause of the Truth are no

i longer presant with you. Qur contlnued acquaintancs with the members of Classis Hudson, and

; the ministers occupylng our pulpits time and again, has done much to strengthen the bonds

| betwesn us. It gives us much pleasure to be here with you, and we hope and pray that your

i acts will tend toward a more complete union of these two branches of the Church which was

. so dearly purchased by the blood of Christ™

: Art. 6, More delsgates arrive and they are seated.

Art, 7. The President now reads the Artivles of Agreemant, and all the delegates pledge
alleg:.ancD to.these with an affirmative answer.

Art. 8. After‘the delegates have seated themselves according to Classes, the time for the
sessions is set: 8:00-11:45 AM.; 2:00-5:00 P.M., with a 15 minute intermission during each
sassion.

Art. 9. The ruls which has been observed before, is again in force, that no one unless it per-
tains to his person, shall take the floor more than iwlice on any topic, and then with a five
to ten minute time limit.

"Arts. 10, 11, Devotions and Intermission.

‘Art. 12, Tt s declded that the Professors are presznt in an‘advisory capacity.

#
Art, 13. Reporters of the Dailies are permitted to be present, but to prevent any misunder-
 standing, their notes shall be reviewed before they are submitted for Dubllcation by the
two CX:rks of the Synod.

Art. 14, The omission of the signing of the oath against Simony by the Rev. J, Plesscher
‘is discussed. The Revasrend, formerly in the 0ld Reformed Church in Germany, was called by
" the Holland Chr. Ref. Church in Lincoin Centar, Iowa, and examined and installed by Classis
Iowa, But thz signing of the Oath had been overlokked. The Synod detlarss that this is not
within their sphere, but it will be done if Classis Iowa desires it. The Rev. Boer carries
out the éomgl?tioﬁ%of this.
SN N

¢ Art, 15. The Rev. Baron sends his grzetings to th=z Synod, exprassing his interest and

wishibs them the blessing of the Lord. R=ceived as information.

Art. 16, Thn Pr351dent now welcomes the naw ministers who are pr2sent at the Synod for the
first time. Thny are the Regys. P. Kosten , J. Geulker, Jno.. Vander Werp, J. Riemersma,
W. H=zyns,and J. Plesscher.

e 17, The thﬁtes of the Sesslion of 1884 are to be read, However 1t was decided to
transfer this task to a Committee. which Committee can scan the Articles of that year which
need further discussion. ,

L

t. 18. A communication from the Church of Passaic, N¥.J. 1is read...
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stating the reason no delegates have been sent. The R&v. Drukker had just arrived in their
Congregation,, and they did nor relish hls absence so soon and for such a long time.
The eld=rs were unable to leave becaus= of working conditions.
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Art. 19, The Mandates are discussed which still bear the letter heads of the "True
Holland Reformed Church". It is explained that this is an oversight, and these should
be put aside and the new name now be used.

South Holland does not accede to this, however,and the Rev. Meinders presents an
Article to the Synod which nullifies the above rzason, The delegates are seated,
nevartheless in the status in which they have appearad.

Art. 20. Classis Illinois pr=asents thz question appearing in the Agenda, in closse
connection with the irregularity of ths Mandates of South Holland. The questoon is this:
"If the Rev. E.L.Meinders, who doubts before the Classis Illinocis, whether the
Holland Christian Reformed Church still stands on the grounds of the Reformation or not,
in other words: whether the Holland Ch.R2.Church is a contimiation of the former
Reformed Church in the Netherlands, and thus has returned with his Congregation to the i
original grounds with the intentional retention of the old name, the True Holl. Ref,c. 5
Church; does not by this step break the bonds of the congregation, which have bound him .
with the Holland Christian Reformed Church up to this time?
The matter appearing in the Agnnda in Art. 19 bears on this very matter, and this
reads as follows:

It is entitled "An Explanation"

\
By the Con51story of the True Holland Reformed Church of South Hblland, Fllinois-
to thD Synod of the Holland Chr. Ref. Church, to be held June 9§, 1886.

&

grﬁet this most honored Body.

Since our explanation was presentad incorrectly by Classis Illinois in the Agenda and
also in the Wachter, this
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explanatioh is made again, as well as the reasons for same,which are as follows:
I do belisye that the Holland Christian Reformed Church in America, is actually an

“historical’icontinuation of the Christian Reformed Church in the Netherlands in regard

to its pres=nt existence, but doubt very much if it is an actual continuation, historicall:
of the Netherlands Reformed Church in regard to its Confession of Faith, and the Articles

~ of the Synod of Dordt, 1618-1619, and Tlder Van der Aa is in accord with this,

The ground on which this =xplanation rests is as follows:

Art.* 1/ In the previous section, noting the whole part of it, namely that the Holland
Chrlstlah Reformed Church is an actual continuation of the Christian Reformed Church,
which is doubted; by the Netherlands Reformed Church, leads to two permissible con-
clusions, namely: a) that the Holland Chr. Ref. Church and the Christian Reformed Church
are one in essence, and b) that from both of these Church organizations, there is a doubt .
if the actpalzhlstorlcal continuations are from the Reformed Church in the manner in
which it is stated; and for this reason the Congregation of South Holland , with an
overshelming vote thought it the safest course to return to the original position; and
that is of'the True Holland Reformed Church, under the name and title of which, it is
incorporated in the state of Illinois.

Art. 2/ The doubt lies bound up in the origin of the Christian Reformed Church in the
Netherlands, foom which the Holland Christian Reformed Church is an actual historical
continuatinn,

Art. 3. This organization under the name and titls of the Christian Secsding Church,
is a showy denial of the doctrine, discivline, and the rights of the Reformed Church;
and although ths Church now carries the name and title of Chmistian Reformed Church,
bacause of more freedom in worship, the Church as far as is known, has never recalled
this previous fact officlally.

 Art. 4/ And although the Church Order of Dordt was again established in the Christian
Reformed Chorch in place of that of Utrecht,and for putting aside the Utrecht Confess-
ion of guilt; thus the whole matter is rpv1ewed in every respesct in the expression of
the Rev., Littapij, and sanctioned - by the Rev. Kleinendorst....
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; and yet by various Church organs, and as well as we recollect by the Theological School
i at Kampen, it is acelaimed with praise. And the "Wachter" the Church organ of the
f:ChriStian Reformed Church, has done the same. '
: Art 5/ And even if the union of the Christian Reformed Church with the Reformed Church
18 weakened very much due to Free Masonry, she nevertheless displays this by keeping
‘quiet in the matter out of reverence with the Doctrine of the Reformed Church. And from
i the addresses in the Synod of the Holland Christian Reformed Church the desire for a
‘suttable unionon the part of the Christian Reformed Church, has been clezrly shown,
. Art. 6/ The acceptance by the Synod of the questions of the Reverends Smidt and Fles,
S Art. 7/ Sanctioning the publications of the Rev. L.J.Hulst in the "Wachter" on
i Bphesians 5:14, and condemning the reports of this and that one along the same line,
iand of the Consistory of Scuth Holland by ths Synodical Committee, and the decision
i taken at the last Synod, which will to all appearances be sanctioned by the President of
i the Synod.,
. Art. 8/ The public accusations of Classis Holland by means of the "W&chter”™ for the m
fimanner in which the Rev. Meinders has written in the "Grondwet" without previous warn.
;Einps and reprimands.
- Art. 9. Various articles which have either a direct or an indirect bearing or ailr of
i.the Remonstrants to them, which have been published in th "Wachter® are honored or
EEJustlf:Led Wo% is the COn51story in agresment with the type of preaching of the Rev,
'Hulst in the ™achter? in regard to which the Rev. Meinders will publish a booklet in
1ithe near future.
. Art, 10. Neglecting the preachlng of the Catechism and omitting the reading of the
‘Law, bringing corpses dnto the Church, and then conducting funeral services, as well as
:the presence of this or that minister at the ceremony in other Churches, as it was re.
tnorted to us, and in every sense is assumed to be the truth.
~ Art. 11/ Our doubts rest on thesz grounds which have been stated, and we hope that they
‘may be considered by the Synod in a prayerful manner, both the question from Classis I1l-
iinois and the other points presented by South Holland. And we intend to embrace the
iidoctrine and the discipline of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands. "Here we stand,
{iwe can not do otherwise, and may the Lord help us, and let this be. so."

‘ipége 10.

t

And shauld the Synod answer the question asked by the Classis Illinois* in the Agenda, in
‘the affirmative, we hope in spite of this, to honor and cherish the Holland Christian
ReformedfChurch and may the Lord give us the strength to pray for each other.
5 &\ In the name of the Consistory,
L B . ‘ E.L.Meindars

kY L. Vander Aa.

<4
k!
3]

Now it apoears that this is the "bone of contention" of the matter stated in the Aganda,
with a much more detailed explanation. Therefore this is' considersd to be a true report
from Sauth Holland, and it will be examined article by article. Thus the discussion begins.
Art. 21. Devéﬁionsﬂand an intermission.

The Thursday Morning Se$sion.

‘Art. 22. The Minutes of the previous Session are read, corrected, and accepted.

Art. 23, Mandatss are read of delegates whom have just arrived at the Assembly, and they
re seated. .

Art 24, Becausz of the death of Mr. M. den Bleyker at Graafschap, the delegates from
sthere ask to be excused from the morning session off Friday. The “ynod grants permission
'{f their alternates are present to take their places.

Art. 25, Articles 1.2,jkare now to be’'discussed concerning the matter with South Holland,




[he entire discussion centers about this point: Our Church is now formally one with the
Fhristian Reformed Church in the Netherlands, This Church has, by assuming the name of the
Christian "Seceding™ in regard to the doctrine, discipline,and rights of the Netherlands
Reformed Church, 1618-1619, denied her before the eyes of the world. Taking unto itself
the name of the Christian Reformed Church....
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has not changed the matter, as she has never officially confessed her guilt in accepting
the name of the Christian "Seceding (Church)
. From the explanation of the delegatss from South Holland, it becom=s plain that these
seem to mean that earlier our Church was not formally one with the Christian Reformed
" Lhurch in the Yetherlands. but should have sought after this and should have become so.
Brother Geloeck remarks that our church at all times had sought to be one with the
Church in the Netherlands, which can bs proved by complaints and requests, submitted by
dignitaries of the Dutch Reformed Church., That our secession never meant anything else,
wan be oroved from the Acts of our Church in the Assemblies from 1857-1860, the "seceding”
Church.
Further attempts are made to make it plain to the delegates from South Holland,that the
Christian Reformed Church had the name Christian "Secading" thwust upon it by the govern-
Ment, and we have seceded to remain Refprmed, as we have done here now. The Christian
Reformed Church has never released its heold on the prineciples of the Syned of Dordt, as
the Acts of sacession of 1834 show, and also the Synodical Acts of the Christian Seceding
Reformed Church, from 1836-1857, page 17 ¢, Nos. 1,2,3, There are eye witnesses here
in our presence who have lived thru this secession in the Netherlands and so can verify
#t as the truth.

After a lenghty discussion on this matter the Synod d901des to discontinue it, and to
transfer the whole matter to an appointed Committe=, who will discuss the matter point
‘&W point, and submlt at a later time a complete revprt to the Synod.

§Order of Utrpbht and Art. 5. concerning the relation of both Churches to the Reformed
Church, and ﬂhan to Art. 6. concerning the protest of the Acts of Synod of 1884, in
gconnection Wiuh the Revs. Smidt and Fles. The discussions ar= long and the delegates must
iavercise theit Datlnnce, and every method is put into play to convince the delegates from
i8outh Holland. The Ziscussion of Art. 6, is not complsted before the time of adjourrnment
fof the morning session.

mAft. 2?.,ﬁintermission and devotions.

Art 28, The d18cu551on of Art. 6. is discontinued, and Art. 7. 1s now taken up. This
eals with the article of the Rev. Hulst on FEphesians 5:14.....
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and then to Art. 8. concerning the complaint of the article to the Rev. Meinders,in the

appearing in the "Wachter™. From there the discussion procedes to Art. 10, concerning
the statement that there,was neglect in the preaching of the Catechism, and the reading
of the law, of bringing the bodies of deceased persons into the Church and the preaching
of funeral sermons,

no stone unterned in an attempt to convince the delegates of South Holland that their
nresumptions are false and groundless, and it makes every possible attempt to remove all
the offenses as speedily as possible, since the Synod wishes to be reformed and maintain
the good order of the Church.

Art. 29, The Assembly comes to Art. 11, which is the conclusion of the entire protest and
hor a complaint. It is now decided to appoint a Committee to investigate and report on
the whole matter, and this Committee is to be prepared to report on the matter on the

following morning.
The Committes: the Revs. J.H.Vos, Douwstra, Bcde, Schut Noordewier, and the Hlders,

fielock and Boswinkel.

i
b
a
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iﬂrt 26Th2 Synod nroceeds to a discussion of Art. 4. concerning the acceptance of the Church

"Wachter™, and then. to a discussion of Art. 9. concerning the spirit of some of the articles '

The Assembly continues in the spirit of great patlence and fraternal admonition, leaving j



Art. 30. A motion is made to begin the Monday afternoon session at one o'clock,
after the work of this week is completed, with a Friiay evening session. This glves
the delegates living some distance away an opportunity to return te thelr homes over
the week end. The ministers of the various Churches shall make this known.

Arts. 31,32, Devotions and Intermission. P

Art, 33. (June 11) The Assistant Clerk informs the Assembly that the Committee in the
matter of the South Holland church is not yet fully prepared to render its report, but

it hopes to be prepared very soon, The Rev, Noordewier proposes in name of the Committtee
that the reading of the Minutes of the former Session be delayed, since they have the
Minutes and the report and they include all the matters that were discussed on the day
previous, so that the synod can wait for the repeort. This is satisfactory to the
Assembly.

LR e

Art, 3%, The Assembly considers what should be done during the interim. It takes up the }
Agenda and the request of the Hardewijk Congregation, "The Symod is asked to consider
the quota of the Hardewl jk Churech, in connection with the Theolouical School. It is
decided to postpone this matter until ouotas ars discussed.

Art. 35. The Rev., T. v.d. Bosch asks permission to ask a question concernlng Art. 58,359, {
60, of our\general regulations in the acceptance and the installation of members who ’
comr to us from other Congregations. The Synod decides to make no changes in these, and
prOCeeds with the order of the day.

Art. 36. The_Committee is now prepared to report on the matter pertaiming to South Hol-
land. The Committee met to discuss this matter on the previous evening. After the Pres.
offers a word of prayer,the Committee discussed each point earnsstly and carefully,
point by point, and now brie¥ly states the complaints and the possible solution of each.

Articies 1,2,3, of thz protest of South Holland concades that ths Consistory believes
vnat the Holland Christian Reformed Church in America is an aistorical sxtension of the
ChrlstlanaReformed Church in the ¥etherlands, but sincerely doubts if both the Churches
actually are a historical continuation of the Netherlands Reformed Church of 1618-1619,

Therefore they have rzturned to the old namz and the old grounds under which our
Church was originally incorporated.

The ground for this doubt, advanced by the Consistory of South Holland, lies in the
organization of the Church in the Netherlands, of which the Holland Christian Reformed
Church is an extension., She has assum2d the name of the Christian "Seceding"Church
and by €o d01ng denles, the doctrinz, the discipline, and the rights of the Reformed
Church....

o
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AN 5 _
and has again taken on the name "Reformed" but according to the delegates of South
Holland, has'never officially recalled the former fact,

The Synod has an answer to these circumstances, and the removal, if possible, of this
protest, answered yesterday, thet the adpption of the name Christian "Seceding" Church
occurred because we could not obtain the freedom of worship, because of govermment
regulations, but that she had never in namépor in meaning relinguished the word
"Reformed" which is very apparent in the fact that various Congregations call themselves
Reformed, and 'as an example, Professor Van v2lzen always poses as a Reformed minister.
What concerns the change in the name, the Committee for the rest, leaves this to the
account of the Phurch in the Netherlands.

In America, the Church dropped the name of the True Dutch Reformed Church, and
instead took on the name of the Holland Ehristian Reformed Church, but by this step
she did not wish to abandon the oli Reform:d church of thz Netherlands, of 1618-1619,

Again the delegates from South Holland say, At an earlier period, the True Holland Reform
ed Church was not formally one with the Christian Reformed Church in the Netherlands,

but later she sought unlon with and became one with it. And this would be considered an
error by our Church here in Amerlca




iNow it appears however from the Acts of the Synod from 1857-1860 of the Seceding Christian
;Reformed Church, and from the explanation of Brothsr Gelock that the secession of our Church
inever signified anything else but a continuation of ecclesiastical intercourse with the
' Christian Reformed Church of thes Netherlands. i
' Thus,in the oplnion of the.Committee, the Consistory of the South Holland Congregation

in grasping and interpreting the facts, is most unjust.
' As to point 4, that the Christian Reformad Church in the Netherlands has exchanged the
i Church Order of Utrucht for that of Dordt; it is the opinion of the Committee, that according
:to d brochure by the late Rev. A.de Vos, onstime Minister of the Church at Zwolle, Netherland
i the Church Order of Utrecht ha? for its aim ths omission of those matters which were not
{applicable to present circumstances,and which had nsver com= under its protection, from the
; Church Order of Dordt. And although thes= changes in no way affected the essence of Church
rule, and no ons percieved an ulterior motive, neverthelass, many objected to these changes
‘80 that in order to keep the peace, they, at the Synod of Amsterdam in 1840, dropped the
whole matter.
: From this it must follow that the Church Order of Utracht is characterized by no other

i spirit than that manifested by the Syncd of Dordt, as is shown by the cancellation of any
i prooosed changes already preparad in 1840.
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Concnrning the statement of the delegates of South Holland that the Christian Reformed
3 Church of the'Netherlands, is not positive in the judgment and in the rejection of in-
1 corrsct views in the Church, the Committes considers it bsst not to entertain any Judgments
concarning this statement.
' That our Church at the Synod of 1884 has shown in any way a desire té reunite with the
i American Reformed Church, is per the perusal of the Minutes of that session very unjust.
1 OQur Synod was at that time, as well as now, thoroughly convinced that the platforms of the
4 two Churches differed too greatly, rather than that an earnest consideration could be
entertained toward a union. The Synod demonstrated at that time, and now wishes as well
hat if the differences of both Churches could be removsd, and both Churches could
cripturally bacome ons; then the soconer the better, with the oromotion of the prayer of Chis
"That all who call upon his name may be one'.

- In regard to the objection of South Helland agzainst the acceptance of the Rev. Fles, the
ommittee judges that; sesing that the Classis Holland has explained that the Rev. Fles at
he Classis in question, confessed his hearty agreement with the Articles of Confession of
he time-honored Reformazd Church,jhs 37 Articles, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the 5 Article
gainst . th2 Remonstrants, and that he rejected zverything contrary to these, -even in his
wn writings, your Committee nead not raturn to thess.

But seeing that the Rev. Fles, in one of his three lectures, uses an expression which
ight lead to the conclusion on non-recognition of the divinity of Christ,-so your Committee
onsidered ‘all subh expressions out of order, and dangerous b=sides, and though they were
ot meant to be taken amiss, they wers n:vertheless stated so that they might be.

Since the Rev. Fles .has even stated vary clearly at this session, that he believed in the
ivinity of Chrlst with all his heart, and as his preaching has always shown; the Consistor)
f South Holland should now rest in this 2xplanation, seeing that these writings had already
been distributedibefore this matter was taken up.

In regard to the objection of South Holland in comnection with thz booklet of the Rev.
midt, the Committee deciqed that the Synod of 1884, acted rather indulgently in regard
to permitting German Hymns in prospective German Churches, and since the Rev.hlmself conside:
ed some of them.unsuitable, and of insufficient motivation in a tender problem, as he stip-
ulatad in his booklet that he pushed their use somewhat, as w21l as pushing their use in the
Holland Church too much; - this urging their use was to be discontinued.

The sixth point of dispute that the Classis of Holland publically cansured the Articles
f the Rev. Meinders does not hold, since Classis Holland stated in the Synod in this case
" to have dealt according to Matthew 18 before it made its writings publiec,
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In connection with point 7, in which the Consistory of South Holland objects te the explana-
tion of the Rev, Hulst, of Fphesians-5:14, the Committee reports that thz Rev, withdraws the
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iArticle in the abstract as untenable, but that he as to 1ts meaning has certainly never |

) meant and does not now mean that a person in the smallest measure, can add amything to
his salvation, as the Beverend confesses openly in the Synod. The Committee feels that
objeection to this point thus falls away. : ,

Tn regard to point 9, that there avpskas in some writings to be a strain of the
Remonstrants; the decision is:

1/ this has to be proved. .

2/ that the "Wachter" as such is yet no revository for our Confession of
Faith.

3/ that .the Committee strongzly advises that the Zditor be as diligent as
possible, and constantly on guard, that even anything in the slightest
measure, which smacke of the above spirit, be kept form publication.

As to point 10, in the naglect of reading the law in the Sunday morning services,
or failint to preach sermons on the Catechism, bringing corpses into the Church and
at that time preaching a funeral sermon, the Gommittee herewith presents the following

asolution to the Synod:

resolat The Synog having heard the complaints of the Consistory of Seuth Hollard,
that the Church Order is being neglected here and there, hereby decléres that this has
been noted, and that all Churches shall observe all points in the maintenance of good
order in the Church/

\ :

Now that all has been said on all points, the Synod fervently expresses thg wis?
that the Cbngregation of South Yolland can rest in this report, and can now live with
" us under the same name, The Holland Christian Reformed Church, and thus"fight the good
fightuof faith! We are thoroughly convinced that we embrace the whole truth of the
Word of God, according to the Reformed Confession, and we shall do that so long as we

live.
Now that the report had been heard, it was accepted by the Synod after a short

discussion.:

L3 "—" - Pl v

o

Art. 37. The Rev. Meinders is asked if he has anything to say concerning the matter.
He replig%.“Not at present",
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Since the first part of the explanation of the committee is not clear, the rest of the
explanation is not understood. Thersfore the delegates from South Holland are asked
to puﬁatheir objections in to writing and to report later, which they promise to do.

5,
Art, 38. A motion is made and passed that in the future delegated bring their Classical
Minutes with them when the come to the Synod, since this will facilitate and enlighten
matters under discussion very often, .

Lo \‘\ E-L‘
Art. 39. The. Committee to investigate the Acts of tha Bynod of 1884, for Articles needing -
further attention, states that all matters are in good order, and presents a list of
Articles that need further discussion.

Art. 40, Atticles 12,14,59, are brought to the attention of the‘Synbd. These have to do
with the protests against the Rgv. 3midt, in connection with the use of German Hymns.
The Synodiwal Committee will report on this, so it is omitted fpr the time being,

Art. 41, Articles 19,20a,21,27, in the Agenda point 3 of Classis Hudson is brought up.
This Concerns Home Missions., This 1s postponed until Monday, hoping that the Rgv.
Kuiper cam be present by that time.

The Clerk of the Home Mission Board gives his report. (See Supp. II)

The General Treasurer of Missions reports: Receipts-$ 1010.46, Disbursements-3$894,06
Balance and assets- $1791.40. '

Art, 42, Art, 20b,61, of the Acts of 1884, with Agenda point 4, Classis Holland: A
better arrangementshould be made for the salary of the Rev. Coelingh.

The Synod judges that the Rev., is responsible for his own finances, although he will
receive $100,00 annually until the following Synod,as has been the case since 1884,

- e oy
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rt. 43, Elder G.W.Mokma 1s present as an alternate for the delegate from Graafschap.

,é’ige 18,

LTI

Art. 44, The delegates from South Holland are now preparec to answer the Synod as follows;
The delegates from South Holland declare that after a careful consideration of the
vhole matter, they cannot accept the decision of the Synod in r=gard to their affairs,
pecause their doubtof the actual condition of the Holland Christian Reformed Church does
nhot lessen, but on the other hand increases; therefore we cannot continue in an ecclesias«.
tical manner with the Church unless it returns to 1its original point of view.
Signed: Z.L.Meinders

J.Meeter.

?rofessor Boer now addresses the delegates from South Holland in the name of the Assembly.

%y dear Brothers:
. It is with great sadness in my heart that I now address you. Having heard your complaints
‘and considered them seriously, seems to have had no effect in your decision regarding them.
As you now state, you can no longer continue with us and are now prepared to leave.
This causes us much grief. We have done what we could to convince you, but all to no avail.
The warning of the Apostle Payl comes to mind in his Epistle to the Church at Corinth,
iwhen he heard of ructions in the Church. ,
If you have valid reasons for leaving us, and if they are based on the Word of God, and
on our Formularies; then I would also have the right to leave. There will be a rupture in :
the Church, since you have no cause for your actions. You are leaving on mere conjecture, i
and this certainly cannot be pleasing to the Lord. : i
Therefore, we ask you at this time not to leave us. Reconsider the steps you are §
taking. Remain with us. Turn back. s
|

R o L

May the Lord give you the light and the wisdom to remain faithful, and to continue
laboring with us. ) i
In answer to this, the Rev. Meinders states: It grieves me to depart, but I cannot remainé
with a clear conscience. My prayer is that the Lord may bring the Church back to the origin- :
al point of view. T der Meeter is in accord with the Reverend's remarks, and both delegates -
with a hand shake of farewell, leave the Assembly.

Art. 45. Intermission.

fage 19.

Art. 46. The Rev. Schepers brings a raquast to the Synod from a certain Mr, F. Victorie, a
m(mber of the Church at Vogel Center, the father of a large family, and he is nearly blind.
‘He asks if the Synod can not give him some assistance in a financial way,so that he can be
put undsr a doctor's care. An offering is taken at oncs and thes sum of $31.65 1s collected
‘which the unfortunate man accepts with gratitude.

Art. 47. Art. 44 of the Synod of 1884 is up for discussion, which concazrns the last minister
{coming from th: Netherlands. A ruling has been made that this Reverend shall take charge of
the preaching s=#vices some evening while the Synod is in session. The Rev. Plesscher is
designated, and he is asked to conduct the services in the Spring St. Church on Monday
evening, which he promises to do. ‘

Art, 48. In regard to the question if there is to be a Yearbook in 1887, the answer is in the
Vaffirmative, and this is added, that it should be as complete as possible.

" Art. 49. Art. 49 of the Synod of 1884 is orought up for discussion with point 6 of the -

i Agenda by Classis Holland, as follows: The Synod earnestly consider if a method cannot be £
| found to institute English preaching services in those areas where there is a demand for

| sam=, and this with the purpése of saving thes youth of and for our Church.

The motion on this is: the Synod make an earnest sffort to institute English services and

| Catechetical instruction in those aress where it is deem=d necessary. This is accepted.




Art. 50, Point 1 (Classis Hudson) and point 5 (Classis Holland) of the Agenda. The first
statement reads: The Synod is asked, with an =ye to the future of our Church, to consider
‘seriously the appointment of a third Professor for the Theological School, preferably one
who is capable of tkaching Znglish., Point 5 reads: The Synod see to it, if at all possible,
‘that the Faculty at our Theological School be increased.

‘A motion from Classis Grand RApids follows this at once.
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(see the Agenda, point 11) that is: to unite completely with the True Reformed Protestant
. Dutch Church.

 These three matters are all bound up together with the idea of preaching services in the
English language,(see previous article) and the whole matter is transferred tb a Committee
‘who will report on it the following week.

The Committee consists of: Professor Boer, Revs. T. v.d. Bosch, E.v.d. Vries; Elders,
¢ T. Keppel, H. Beeuwkes, J.H. Boswinkel.. ‘

‘Art. 51, The Treasurers for the Dollar Fund, Bneritus Fund, and the Theological School
. are reappointed. The Rev. Frieling asked to be relieved of his task as Treasurer of the
Fund for the distribution of Bibles. The Rev. P. Schut is his successor,.
Art. 52. The members of the Synodical Committee: The term of the Rev. R.T.Kuipers expires
fat this time, and that of the Rev. Frieling in 1887. The Rev. Kiiipers is reappointed.
Professor Hemkes asked to be relieved of his duties on the Synodical Committee, since the
work of the Theological School demands all his time and effort. The Rev. J.H.Vos 1is

! gchosen to replace hinm.

£ Art. 53. A request from Fremont Center is found in the Agenda: The 3ynod consider a change

" in the Cboosing of delegates for the Synodical Sessions, namely, one delegate from each Clas-
¢ is and thus according to the Church Order.

{ The S¥nod decides not to make any changes at this time.

§ Art, 54. Three protests are brought to the attention of Synod: the first from a Mr. H.

| Marling, a member of the Zeeland Church: _

! 1/ Accepting members from other Churches without installation.

2/ Neglecting to preach on the birth of Christ at Christmas time, and not celebrating the

{ second holiday.
;~Page 21,

3/ Bringing deceased persons into the Church, and conducting funeral services in the

! Church as well as in private homes.
. 4/ Leaving it to the individual whether he wishes to carry Fire Insurance or not.
5/ An intermingling of Church members, and opposition among them when there are two

Churches in one area.

The Second protest is from a Mr. G.G.Van quttum,a member of the Spring St. Grand Rapids

Church, who states that the Consistory of the Church hesitates to send his membership

papers to the Coldbrook Church, because of statements that he made, "that the Minister by

lsngthy sermons preaches the devil into the Church,jand in addition creates disorder by
Py v e Zan!?

so doing, and he refuses to retract this statement’¢/

A third protest is from Cleveland, FAst Side, concerning the actions of a deacon, who for
a period of five years has deposited the Poor Fund in the Bank under his own name, and them
refuses to include the interest on this fund in the Poor Fund, stating that he has been

rasponsible for the funds entrusted to him.

A Committee is chosen to report on these protests at the evening sesslon.

Art. 55. Devotions and Intermission.

T
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hrt._56. The Minutes of the Sessions of ths last two days are read and approved.

4 Art, 57. The COmmittee which was choas=n to report on the Protests in Artiele 55 now
" does So0.

1/:The problem in Clevzland, East Side, The deacon was given no orders to deposit the
funds in his care in the Bank, so he could not have disobeyed the Consistory by so doing.
Thus he ecannot be forzed to return the interast to the fund, nevertheless the Committee
considers it Both proper and Christlike for him to include the interest in the Poor Fund. :

The Synod accepts this solution after discussing it.
2/ In the case of Mr, G.G.v. Houtumr, Ye is not innocent in making this remark....
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but this 1s no reason for not surrendering to him his membership papers. After a dis-
cussion, the Synod refers this matter to the Consistoery, since the Synod must take care
“to give no cdisa.for offense in the protection of recalcitrant members. '
3/ Concerning H. Marling: ]
a/ Accepting members from other Congregations without a public installation is permis- ;
sible in some instances. (See Articles 58,59 of the General Regulations) i
b/ Bringing corpses into the Church is not a matter of principle, and an appropriate |
discourse at that time is not in conflict with the Church Order.
c/ Concernlng the sermons at Christmas time, the Church has stipulated no texts to
be used on any occasion.
d/ Whether a person desires to carry Fire Insurance or not is a matter.of his own
volition. The Church binds no one in this.
e/ Concerning intermingling of Church members and other similar matters, no case
of this sort has ever been reported, nor has any misuse of this occurred, so no
Judguent can be passed on this. After some discussion this report is accepted. i

Art. 58, 59 Intermission and devotions. F
; i :
M8nday, June 14, . : !

4% b

Art. 60. After a Toll-call had been taken it appearsd that some of the delegates had left
Others ar= still expected. Alternates have taken the places of the delegates in some :
instances. (The list is not given in the translation) ]
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Art, 6*\\A*t 2?, of 1884 is brought up for discussion, concerning funds for the con- .4
struction of a Church for the Convragatlon at Richland, Michigan. Thz sum of $200.00

had been stloulaﬁed for this Churchin 1884. Of this amount the Congregation had reswveived |
$100.00. Thé, Committse had held the remaining $:00.00 in check, when it was discovered g
that Richland, was building two Churches instead of one. The Committee feared that this '
would w=aken thP pooject, and that the funds would thus not be usad for the purpose
for which Lthsy -wWere intendad.

The delggates from Richland state that of the first $100,00 received, $75.00 was
used for the buildirig of a Church in the southern section of the community. With the
$25.00 remaining plus the $100.00 still to come, the had planned anotheﬁ@hurch building i
in the northern section of the Community.

The Assambly comes to the conclusion that the Congregation of Richland erred in this
matter, i.e. building in two places, but it is decided to give them the remaining $100,00¢

the promlsed balance, since matters have gone thus far.

— ey i

Art. 62. The Committee chosen to consider Art. 50 resports:

1/ Discussing point 1,namely the preaching of #nglish in the various Congregations of :
our Church, the entire Committee is in agreement that this matter should not be referred °
back to the Committee, but rather that it should be considered sarnestly, and that
a definite attempt should be made to provide the means for furthering this project, ;

2/ The Committee judges that the best method of reaching its goal is that a third 3
Professor be o@l}ed who will be qualified to instruct in English, and who will be able }




to preach in the English language in the various Congregations. A Committee should be

aprointed to earry out this matter.
3/ Concerning the union with the True Reformed Protestant Dutch Chureh, the Committee

advises that this matter be postponed.
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In regard to the worship services in th= above named Church, we can inform the Assembly that

i the following is the order.
 a/ the Psalms of David.

i b/ the 52songs, in essence similar to ours, and they are in connection with:1. the Law,
© 2, The Prayer of our Lord, 3. the Arostles'Crzed.

¢/ The hymns of praise of Zacharias, Mary, and Simeon.

av d/ They use th= Heidelberg Catechism, the Compendium, the Confe551on of the Netherlands
. Reform=d Church, the Liturgical Scriptures even as we have then. :

' 4/ In regard to the salary of a third Professor, the Committee would prefer to see an

assessment made,3s was the case with ths other Professors.

' This report 1s accépted, and after a discussion,Points 1,2,3, are alsc sanctioned.

The Sessioﬁ ends with devotions;
AQ- _)0
“esday, June 15,

t. 63. Devotions.
t. 64, The Minutes of the previous Session are read and accepted.

rt. 65. Point 4 of Art. 62 is up for discussion, It pertains to the salary of a third Profe
or, And in connection with this other matters are brought up.

/ The request in the Agenda that the Professor act as the Editor of the Wachter.

2/ The traanlng of our own Missionary for Heath=n Mission work, as per Grand Haven in the
‘Agenda, as follows: The Synod is kindly and most earnestly requested,-as far as the Synod

s concerndd- to glve special attention to the Indians and other heathen population in our
and, since it is (in comnection with the information from our Mission Board)} more than time
0 give our attentlon to these unfortunate peoples, and that as soon as possible a Mission-

fry be provided for that purpose.

_ial status of the Mission. (See Supplement 3}

 After a genoral discussion it is decided:

1/ To serd 1000 guilders to the Netherlands as ths final gift for the Mission work in the
East Indes... Y

‘/ Tp begin Mission work among the Heathen.,

'/ To chang= the name of For=ign Missions to that of Heathen Missions.

t/ To name a Committee who will consider the Heathen Mission in connection with point 4 of t
eport, concernlng the salary of the third Professor, and render a report on the following m

The Committee: T, v.d. Bosch, Bos, Broene, Hulst, Van Zantem, Garveling, Bosch.

Art. €6. A discussion of Arts. 19, 20a,27, 43, Acts 1884, concerns the matters pertaining tc
fome Mission Work. This also includes Point %4, of the Agenda,-Crand Rdpids, and Rochester,

soncerning the calling of a Missionary Pastor. The requests for assistance to needy Congrega
tions, received by the Home Mission Committee, as well as the point"Hastings" on the Agenda,
oncerning a request to the Synod to establish a Building Fund, to assist needy Congregatior

Ln the construction of Church buildings.
It is decided to place all the above matters in the hands of a Committee: Hemkes, Bode,

Noordewier, Flders Bloem, Zining.



ihrt. 67. Agenda, point 2,-Classis Holland: The Synod consider the judgment of Classis
+Holland, concerning the organization of the "Knights of Labor™ and other non-Christian
iorganizations, which are becoming very prevalent today. Point 6 of Classis Grand RApids is x
‘i also stated in connection with this. ‘
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. The discussion in these matters becomes rather heatzd. Z2efore the discussion is completed,
| the time for intermission is at hand.

{ Art.68 Devotional Period.

"ﬁrt. 69. Mr. G. Riemersma, the alternate from Noordszloos replaces his primary delegate, Mr.
» Brouwer.

Art. 70. The discussion on the "Knights of Labor" continues. A committee is finally named
report on this matter. Boer, Hulst, %. Broene, Keppel, Garveling.

Art. 71. Truetses are chosen for the Theological School: Garvelink, Riddering, Noordewier,
Alternates: Keppel, Schut, Duiker in the same order.

Art, 72. Appointment of Curators: Point 3 of the Agenda,-Classis Illinois: Would it not be
desirable to have a proportionate representation of our Curators from each (Classis, for
the purpose of preserving the unity of the Church.

The Synod judges that this requirement be kept in mlnd for the future, and that the
stant Classesshould not forget to send delegaztes to the Examinations as has been decided
rlier. To fill out the number of Trustees, eight in toto, the Rev. Kuiper is reappointed,.
d the Rev. FE, Bos is chosen. The alternates: Revs. J. Riemersma, and Bode.

t. 73. Intermission.

t. 74. Tider W, v.d. Brink is unable to attend the Sessions due to illness.
j .

irt. 75. Tﬁe Minutes are read and accepted.
t, 76. Thé Committee aﬁpointed in Article 65 rsports.

' The Committea suggests that, with an eys to the training of a Misslionary-Pastor at our
'hool.hone fourth of his salary be paid from the Foreign Mission Fund. (Heathen Miss, Fund)
1s ias“accevted.

- The Heﬁthen Mission be under the supervision of a Committes, Wthh Committee will also des
de a sultable M1551on Field.

 That as soon as a third Professor is obtained, the Synodical Committee in conJunction

.th the Curators.\attempt to procur= suitable applicants for Missionary training.

Your Committee proposes that one of the Frofessors of the Theological School become the
itor of the "WAchter" and this without remuneration, and that a certain percent of his sal-
be taken from the "Wachter" treasurv, and also that his tezching load be lightened at the
eminary, and that the BEditor shall remiin in his office until a third Professor is

ained. This last proposal by the Committee re the Editor of the "Wachter"seems to be a =t
p in the right direction, which is pleasing to the Synod and it is accepted.

e 28.

. 77. The Rev. R. Duiker enters a protest in regard to Article 76,1 of these Minutes.
g Article states that one fourth of the salary of the third Professor be taken from the
then Mission Fund. Signed, R. Duiker.



Art. 78. The Home Missionary Committee reports,{See Art. 66) It is decided to accept
each point as it 1s discussed.

Point 1. There is a motion to establish a Building Fund from the Home Mission Funds, so that
needy Churches may obtain assistance,financially, from this Fund. This motion is not passed.
Point 2. The Committee Judzes it a feasible plan to have the Home Mission Committee support
needy Churches feor a longer or shorter period, in their attempts of obtaining a Minister.
The manner of assistance is already in existence, concerning which the Committes has no
remarks. Concerning the amounts promised or requested, the Committee advises the folleowing:

i a) Lodi $100.00

1.b) Ackley "

t e)Oostfriesland, Neb."

d)Rotterdam, Kan, "

e} Harrison, S.D. "

f) Cleveland, W.S. $50.00

) The request from Lafayette, Indianna, for the amount of $200.00 was not sanctioned by

the Committee, and this request was returned to the Synod.

The decision: The first five applicants will recelive the suggested amount.

2/Cleve1and West Side, is referred to Classis Grand Rapids, in co-operation
with the General Committee on Home Missions, in the hope that the two

; Congregations can unlte and by so doing call a Minister,

3/Lafayette is referred to Classis Illinois, and this matter will be taken up

* by the Home Mission Committee and the Classis,

oint 3. Concerning the Congregations of Overiesel and Vriesland, Dakota, who also requested

id, the Committee advises that a Missionary Pastor be called, who shall work in both

urches..--o'
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s well as in 'CAmpbell and Bmmons Counties, along with Prinsburg, Minn. and in general the
hole Northwest, since many of our Church Members dwell in these arecas, who are desirous

£ the Sacnaments. If no Missionary Pastor is obtained, then the Synod empower the Home
ission Committee to give them the necessary assistance when a Missionary Pastor is obtained.
ter a dlscu551on of this: 1/ No Missionary Pastor is to be called, 2/ ZAch Church is to
eceive the\amount of $150.00, in case a minister is called and he accspts the call.

Point 4, Since it has been seen,by now,how difficult is is to obtain a Missionary Pastor,
he Synod passes the following resolution: Students who receive financial assistance from
he S.B,P. Fund, shall promise and sign their names, that in the event of a completion of
heir Courses, with the Lord's help, the Synod or the Home Missionary Committee will have
ne rlght to call them to the work of Home Missionaries,and that unlass extra-ordinary
ircunstances pravent,these circumstanczs to be decided by the Committee, they shall

¢cept the' call ahd devote at least ‘one year to this type of work. This 1s accepted.

rt. 79. Devotions and Intermission.

rt, 80, The Mlnutes of the previous session are read and accepted.

. 81, Point 4,b,-Classis Grand BApids: The Synod again make an effort to obtain a Mission
Pastor. If all other plans for calling a Missionary Pastor fail, then the Synod will

1 one of ths Candidatés, who as can be expected, will soon be placed on call.

nt 1 of Rochester is closely connected with this: The Synod employ all means possible
obtain a Missionary Pastor, and that either e Minister be called for the task or that
erson be trained for this task. The decision: To call a Missionary Fastor.

ggeIBO.

pt, 82. The Choosing of a Missionary Committee: This is to be done as the Articles 271,27

f the Acts of 1884 stipulate, so that the President of the Classical Committee becomes a
bar of the General Committee, who then chooses a President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer.
Committee is as follows:
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i Classis Grand RApids Revs. Duiker . - Schut Hoeksema

N Holland, Rletdijk Broene,G. Kuiper

" Towa - " Bode Guelker Broene, E.

n Illinois " Groeneveld  Greve Kostzn

" Hudson "  Riemersma Drukker Beeuwkes,( Elder)

The General Committee will be composed of the firsi named minister in each Classis.

Art. 83. Point 7 of the Agenda,- Classis 3rand -iaoids, It is called to the attention of the
Synod to take note of the evil that is being caused by brothers, forgetting the discipline
- of love, who are,as it were, slapping each other in the face, by such appellations as
: heretic and sinner, and are openly doinz this in the daily publications.
. The Synod also take note and express itself in the case of the Hitor of the "Wachter”
' that he may under no circumstances accept suzh articles for publication, as per Art. 56 of
- the Acts of 1884, This is sanctioned and accepted by the Syned.

Art. 84, Point 8, the Agenda, -Grand Rapids; The Synod will empower the Synodical Committee
to make decisions on anticipated matters which may come up for discussion, and on which
matters a decision cannot be delayed, and especially on such matters as, 2/ In connection
with the "WAchter® in union with the Committee acting at prosent; andb/ in connection
with the Theological School in connection with the Curators and the Trustees..

It is to be understood that any decision remain in forvs until the next Session of the
Synod. i This 1s accepted.

Art, 85, The Agenda, Point 1, -Classis Holland: Re the "Wachter" The Synod provide for an
improved publication of sald weekly. Point, Muskegon: The Synod ask the Professors to
function as "ditors of the "Wachter"with the understanding that they have no proof reading
to do of the Articles submitted; and that a}l M1n15+era co-operate in the production of
suitable readlng matter.eecess

and also that the Synod must give its attention to the Editor, the printer, the proof reade
and the Bu51ness Management of the publication. To assist and to continue the-discussion
of the above matter, the Synod requesis a repvort from the Business Manager, which report

is prnsantnd. (The financial statements are not translated) The report is audited and

then acceoted, After a deliberation on these matters, it is decided: 1/ Point &, Art. 76

f these Minutess, That if any thought were ziven to it, the "WAchter" could continue to
function for the benefit of the Theological School, and that the Rev. Hulst continue on

as thﬂ‘only “ditor at a remuneration of $100.00 per year, until a third Professor is called
and he Hhs accepted, 2/ that the proof reader, ¥r., Dossburg, reciive the sum of $1.00

ver wezk for redding proof. 3/ that the method of distribution, Bditorship, publication and
admiristratiaon remaln as it now is, uvntil a third rofessor is added to the Faculty; and

en any necessary changes be instituted by the Synodlcal Committee in conjunction with

the Curators: 4/ that each Congregation reciev: ten percent of the subscription rate

of the subscrigtions of tha Church and that this amount be deducted from the budget of said
Church for the -finances levied azainst it for the support of the Theological School.

t. 86, Aﬁ Act of Secession is read to the delegates from the Church at South Holland.ill.
is is accepted as information and the paper is included in the Book of Minutes.

t. 87. Accordlnp to a previous committment,the Rev. Fles is to preach a sermon in
nnzction with a wedding in the Church at Drenthe, on the following day, and asks the

nod if he may be excused fro this. The Synod returns no decision but leaves it to the Rev
end to decide.

t. 88, D2volions and Intermission,
ge 32. Thursday Morning Session.
t. 89. Weighty mattéra will be discussed: The Knights of Labor, the method of raising

e salary of the third Professor for the Theological School, raming a Professor, and a
discussion of the relocation of the School.



.

Art, 90, The Committee chosen for the investigation of the "Knights of Labdr™ now

reports: Although the employer often has just complzints, and although the Committee,

in a consideration of this, would prefer to agree with the working man, lt,nevertheless,

4 against its wishes, feels compelled to state that according to its convictions anyone

© )+ who confesses and accepts the Bhristian doctrine, cannot be a member of said Order, nor

similar Orders, which bind members either by cath or solemn promises; partly because they

have 31l the zarmarks of Secret Socleties, which organizations have been previocusly condemn

and partly , because they resort to forece, and thus are in conflict with the fifth ,

"~ Commandment, as well as in the patient trust which the believer confesses to have in hls
Lord. Therefore the Committee advises the Synod to warn all the members of the Holland

Christian Reformed Church to refrain from joining said Urder, and the leaders of the

various Congregations be reminded of their calling and to remind and warn their members

in the spirit of meekness and forgivness, and yet see to it that the Sacraments e not

defiled. This report is accepted and passed.

Art, 91, Obtaining the salary for a third Professor is as follows: The sum of § 325.00 will
be available from the Heathen Mission Fund, and the balance of the profits of the "Wachter™
if it be taken over by the School, and part from the budget for the School, and that the

budget be increased for supplylng the balance.
A Commltteo ‘is chosen to bring this about, the Rev. Noordewier, and Elders Gelock and

Heyboer. Each Classis shall consider this for approval.

i
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Art. 92. Chooésing a third Profnssor for the The010g1cal School: It is decided to form a tri

nd the following are chosen: G.Vos 5! votes; J.Y.d2 Baum 51 votes; J.C.Voorhis 36.
All persons in any way connected with the trio absent themselves from the Assembly, and a

ong discussion follows, everyone feeling the seriousness of the occasion.

Art. 93. Intermission and Devotions.

rt. 94. It is proposed: 1.A two thirds majority is necessary,but if after a third vote,
10 one 1is chosen, a plurality vote will oe considered valid.
2, The alternate will be called if the elected member declines the

all,
he Rev. Boer offers a prayer in this so weighty and important a matter. The voting takes m

1ace.;and the first results are: 3. Vos, 42; J. de Baum, 26, The votlng is repeated with

he follow1ng results; G. Vos, 46; J. de Baum, 23,
rom this point on the Curators will take charge of the matter.

Art 95. Thn rplqcatlon of the Theological School: Agenda, Classis Holland, F2int 3,
hich states: For{ serious reasons, the Synod move the Theological School to tolland, Mich.

nd Point 10} of 013531é Grand Rapids, which reouests exactly the opposite.
After this mabpﬁr is voted upon, 33-30, the Theological Schocl remains in Grand Rapids.

Art, 96, Agenda, Point 1. Classis Srand RApids: The Synod consider the feasibility and the
0ssibility’ of producing its own materials, for use in the Sabbath Schools of our Church

'hls might be desirable but difficult at present....

‘age 3“‘0

ind it is not really necessary, since an abundance of material can be obtained from the
etherlands.

Art 97. Agenda, Point 3, -Classis Grand Rdpids: Since the members of the Consistorles of

he Holland Christian'Reformgd Churches are also regarded as Trustees; the Synod shall see
it that the election of Ministers, HElders, and Deacons,be conducted according to the

ecepted Church Order.
0 avoid any inconvenience or eemfusion in this matter, seeing that the Church Order

dvocates Nominations, and some Congregations choose their nominees by a free vote, the
ynod now decides that this be permirted, since some consistories consider this plan

8cessary on various occasions.



s
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- Art. 98. Agenda, Point 5, -Grand Rapids: The Sunodmake itself clear and.stipulate how to
deal with members and baptlzed members:

a/ who really give no offense but have a tendsncy to drift to other Churches, and

b/ those who really glve offense, but when they are disciplined, to avoid same , they
; ]leave the Church. The Classis is referred to Article 65 of the General Regulations.

Art. 99. Agenda, Point 9, -Classis Grand Rapids: The Synod utter a pastoral word of advice
to the Congregations: that particular Christian Schools be emphasized, that attendance at
' Catechism be considered important, and that Sunday Schools be promoted, but that the last
% : mentioned do not supersede the first.
" The Officers of the Synod will see to it thzt this request is carried out and that through

the medium of the "Wachter"”

'Art. 100. Devotions and Intermission.

Art. 101. An BEvening ZSession, Devotions.

Art. 102.. The Congregation at Lincoln Center has sent a German Psalm Book to the Synad,
hich also centains the Formularies, for its inspection, if the Synod will sanction ita
se in the Church services. The book 1s transferred to the Synodical Committee, which
ommittee will al its earliest convenience employ the services of one capable of judglng

age 35. v
Art. 103, A request is given to the Synod from the Congregation at Ridott, and the Rev,

. Stadt, ard sanctioned by Classis Iowa{ for an increase in the salary of the Minjsatar.,
his request is transferred to the Home Mission Comittee.

One committee reports that some communications wore handed to them from Ridott, but
hat this Committee reports that this is out of order, and the letters are trensferrasd to

he Home MiSSEOn Committee.

Art, 104. Agenda, Point 1, -Classis Illinois: Thes Synod consider a baptism lawful or nalj
erformed by a person not duly installed by any hurch, but only by an ¥lder,into &
flnlsteriai office. Th: dec.ision: Such a Baptism is unlawful.

Art, 105. ﬁgenda;;61assis Towa:
lawful for a Minister of our Church to administer the
on-Christian Reformad Churchss. The answer is in the
should arlse, the Classis should be consulted.

A nuestion is submitted by Classis Illinois whebther 1% 1s
Sacraments outside of our Chureh in
negative, but if a speclal occaalon

The Synod decide that if a Minister be called from

the Wetherlaqu, he be called with certain stipulations as to the repayment of the expense
5f his transnortatlon if he remain for a shortesr period than four years, in the Gongregation

whlch called him.% The Synod refers Rochester to Article 52, Acts 1384,

Art., 106\ Agenda, Point 3, - Rochester:

Art. 107. Agenda, Point 4, -Rochester: The Synod bring a fund into being for the promotion
d advancem=nt of Primary Christian Schools, and advocdte a full cooperation by our Churche
genda, Doint 2, E-Classis Illinois: Advocates the same as the above.

t. 108. Concernlnt the reauest of Graafschap that the 3ynod provide.ss.

Page 36.

ristian Textbooks in our District Schools, it is decided that the Synod eannot go into thi
matter per se, but delegates the Officers of the Synod to enlighten thesa whe raad the
MWachter" by urging groups in the various communities to join, and wh@v@var podaible, to sec

it that Christian textbooks are used.

Art. 109. Apenda, Point 2,-V§iesland: If loans from tha %.B.P. Fund ars raburned by Students
uld it not be a good nlan to publish this in our Church naper, 8o that Gongrepatlons
ollecting for this Fund may be informed of this and thus be stirred up to graater liberalit

This is accepted.



iArt. 110, Vriesland: The Synod inform the "WJachiter” to refraln from printing "Thank You®
notices, for gifts received by anyone. The Synod anproves of this wholeheartedly.

Art., 111, The Rev, Hulst asks the Synod to recommend the Manual for the Compendium,
1 The anod will do this.

1Art. 112, The Synodical Committee submi:s its report, (See the Supplements, No. I.)
This is acceptad and the Committee receives the thanks of the Synod for the work which it

‘has done.

{/™e Clerk of the Synod is mandated to answer a communication (rom the 0ld Reformed Church in
rmany.

t. 113. At th2 request from the 0ld Relormed Church in ZJermany for financial assistance
the training of Ministers, and keeping in mind the Serman gpeaking Congregations in our
urch; the 3ynod decides to recommend that an offering for thls purpose be taken in our
and that the monies thus obtained be sent to the Rev, J.H.Vos, who will forward

+

urches,
as funds to the brothers in Germany.

The General Home Mission Committes , with the Treasurer ol the Heathen Mission

to 114,
will function as the Heathen Mission Committee.

mmnittee
e 7. N \
Consistory of the Spring Stre=t Church is chosan to sat the %ime and the

t. 115, Th= C
ace for the Synodical Sessions,of 1888,

rt. 116, The officers of the Synod will be responsibile for tha printing, publl@nbian,
nd th=2 distribution of the Wlnutes of this Synod.

rt. 117, The S5ynodical Committee is entrusted with the publication of & draft of the
ules of Order.
. 112, ﬁc hour is now late., All necessary matiers have bean dlscuased, while the Lord

th his watchcare has guarded us.
e Vice.President takes the floor. He express=s his sratiitude in the name of the Synod.

Presidenc is indisposed and thersfore could not be present ab the eloslng sessien.

thanks the deslegatass for the confidencs, the co-operation, and for the patience, shown to
He thanks the Professors for thelr encouraging remarks

during the sessions of the Synod.
Commlttnes, entrusted with weighty mauters, for their lucld expression and wise counsel
well as ths Clerks in the work of transmi:ting thes discussions and declsions dinto the

utes of; the aynod And last of all he expresses his appreciation to the Spring St. Congre-
ion for ‘thelr kindness aad hospitali:y as hosts to the delegatas of Synod. The Rev, J.H,

#s will thank the) Concregation publlcly on the next Lord's LCay., He ends wlth a wish that the
k accomplished by this Synod may be a rich blessing to the Church; that the delegates may
safealy Pnunlund with their dear ones, and that all labor unccasingly(until the next

odical Sassion of 1888 in the vineyard of the Lord. And should anyons be called from
Lhurch militant, that he then may receive a crown of glory in the heavenly Kingdom.

After a prayer of Thanksgiving, the dzlegates, standinz, join in the singing of Psalm.

13, aftesr which they derart in th: auiet of the zveninz with the thought: Behold how

asant and how good, that Brothers dwell together in harmony...

The Qfficzrs: Rav. L, Rietdijk, Pres,
" R, Duiker, V.P.
" P, Schut, Clerk
" J. Noordewier, Asst. Cl=rk,
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tThe Report of the Synodical Committee to the Syncd of the Holland Christian Reformed
i{Church, which stsnds to be hsld in Grand RApids, ¥ichizan, on the 9th of June, 1886

nd on the days following.

B2loved and Herorable Brothers in the Lord:

Your Committee has received numerous communications from brothers in this land and

om those in foreign lands, since the last session of the Synod.
The first concerns a communicatién from the Christian Reformed Church in the Netherlands.

is was reczived in Junz, 1885 and contained an affectionate greeting from the sister Church
, well as their goed wishes and finally an invitation to send delegates to their Synod in
85, which Synod was to be held in Rotterdam, the Vetherlands. )

We have seni a fraternal reply and also a mar<ite-in so far as it answered the purpose
incz the Rev, Yoeksema, from Muskegon, had stated to the Synodical Committee, that he had
d planned tp go to the Vetherlands, and to the Synod which was to be held at Rotterdam, '
1 this has occurred and a report was ziven in ths "WAchter" concerning this upon his
turn. '

In addition we recsived the followine answe=r to our invitation to the above named Church

r them -to saend a delegate to our 3ynod, in the =arly part of the year:

norabls Brethers, ‘
The Synodical Committee of the Christian Reformed Church of the Vetherlands has received

:ur kind invitation on April 2nd,last, to send a delegate to your Synod on June 9, 1886,
“rand Rapids, Michigan. '

Numerous reasons can be riven why our Church cannot accept the invitation .

Therefora it uses this method of conviying the deepest feelings of our Church.

She does this with the wish and praysr that the Lord be presznt with you in all your
:llberations and your decisions; and that you may be led by the Holy Spirit, and that you
y advance *his glorious Kingdecm in general, and in particular work for a a closer union of

1 those who have received this most precious belief,

39 .
My dedr Brothers! We are living in trying times. Turmoil and unrest are apparsnt in both
fcl~51a5t1cal and political affairs,
Both the old and the new world are fesling the =ffrcts of this.
May the hurcﬁ @’ Christ, in the midst of all this, reveal itself as a wholesome
asoning, and\a ﬂenntratlnp leaven in 21l matters, and that it strengthen itself time and
in in the cromises of its glorious head, "3ze I am with you always, even to the end of &
@ world. The Synodical Commitiee,
{(Rsv.) D.%.Wislenga, Preos.
" J. dNederhoed, Clerk

e at Kamn;n. Mlddlestum.
6, 1886,

VYo communications were received from the South African Churches.

Secondly: With a view of establishirs a Jerman speaking branch of our Church in this

, and which branch of the Church could be served much better by Ministers capable of

ng the Cerman language, your Committee was mandat=d to investigate matters with the 01ld
ormzd "Church in Qostfriesland, Bentheim, Jermany, in what manner German speaking youth

uld be-orocured for the services in our Church from that Churé¢h. This mandate was carried

and the following communication was received,

) the honorable Brother, the Rev. Hemkes, and to the honorable 3ynod of the Holland
ristian Reformed Church in North America;



Dear Fathers and Brothers: The frace of Christ be with you.

The question whlch you put to our Classis in what manner 7German youth could be
procured for your Church, with out being mors d=finite in repard to this; was received with

1'much pleasure by us.
At our Classical Session on the 27th of Aucust last, your nusstion came under diascussion

1-and was carefully considered by us., The answer to our dellbarations is as follows:
3ince our financss at the Theolozical School are Ain axcess of our income, we find 1Lt

:necossary for an apolicant to pay at least 1000 marks for hls support. The students studylng
ere observe th= sam2 rules as thoss suprorted under the %,B.P. Fund. These rules wers
ormulatz=d by our Church. Students who are financially independent, can be called by your ¢

hurch as well as by ours when they have completed thelr work.
With our whole heart we wish to convey the Lord's cholcnst blessings to you, and we

hall await your answer. Yours in Christ,
The 81d Reformed Church in the County Bentheim

Veldhausen at YNewhouse Vorstendom, Qostfriesland,
Sept, 2, .1884 . ) (Rev,) J. Schoemaker, (lark

dze 40.
his letter and additional communications were received from the Revs., Schoemaker and

troevsne Vv
Then a communicatlon was reccived from Classis Iowa, stzting that Brother Plesschar.
ressnt in person- called to Lincoln Center, Iowa, from Necmoor, Germany, and alrsady labor--
nz in the abovs Congregation; was =2xamined and-ztcepted into the Church and given aomplete
harge of the servicss,The letter statzs the reasons and the circumstances which lad Classis
owa to hold th= examination and to accept the Revarend into the Church, and it asks the
udzmant of the Synodical Committee in this. The Committee sanctioned the procedurs of the
lassis in this matter, and further promisad to include this matter in the Synodical raport.
Th=2 conﬁis.ory of the Lincoln Center Church has also sent a German Psalter{s8t to rhyhe
the Rev; Jorissen, an elderly Luthsran Minister, in the Hague, The Netherlanda) far your
nion, and for pprmlSSlon of its use in their worship services, as soon as posalbla,
%, v.d. Vrles, and

Since, accordlng to Art. 81, Acts of 1284, the brothers, th= Rcv, E,

Jder D, Bosuwkes, had been mandat~Z to carry on a correspondence with the Synodical

mmitiez, and take steps toward <he possibility of a complztz union with the T.R,P.D.

urch in the “ast, with our Church, th2 brothers have undertaken the task reaulred af them
ﬁnt on th= following information to us concerninz this mattsr, which we received

19ac
At

" The uOﬂmlut;eS of both Church=s have met and discussed th: various aspeaets in connection

aoove ruastlon, and wz report that we feel oblisated to seek for the unlon and the
ty of the Shurch of Christ on tpis sarth; and seeing that our Classis and the ‘eneral
amoly of thé Holland Christian Reformed Church, in the West, on Juns 1871 declared that
2y wer: convinced that there was unity among us in doctrinz, disciplina, and in worahilp,
that in:fact we were really one Church, accordingz to the rulss established by the father:
-Dordt., and that - we, since that time asrsed to an exchange of pulplts, &nd would acknowledg
r.ificatzs of membﬂrshlp from 2ither Church, and to seat delegatas a8 wall &% glving them
ce in our Classical and Synodical Assemblies- it now appezrs that no mors ¢an be added
gpt the complste co-operation and the union under the direction of tha Synod.
Therzfore the Committée decided that w2, being thoroughly in agresment, propose the compl
on of an organized union, basad on the standard confession, and that for the time being
‘continue under the names under which we ars now incorporated, as well as continuing in ou
This is our decision,

(Rev.) J.f.de 3aum
n e Ved. Vries

“Thereunon the Synodical Committee directed the followinge Lo tha brothers in the East

1l order of worship,”

cerning the union ...
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of the T.R.P.D. Church with the Holland Christian Reformed Church in Americat

Grand Rapids, Michigan
September 3, 1885.

" Dear Brothers ia the Lord, Peace to you:

The Synodical Committee ne tlng in this ¢ity on ths zbove date, has seriously considered
your communication of April 25, 1823, ani rejoices in ths «fforts, crowned with success, in
effecting a union of the True Reformerd Proisstant Dutch Church with the Holland Christian
Reformed Church in America. The Committ: i$ convinced that sine= both Churches are one in
being(essence) with a few minor diff=rsnces, it will be a blessing to both Churches to be
thus united, and to be thus under the jurisdiction of one Synod; and as to the continuation
of the pres-=nt nam=, there certainly is no objection, nor that which concerns the order of
worshiro., ,

If there arz soms ecclesiastical fuarctions,evident in our worship,that are foreign to yo
we hooe, nsevartheless to be one in s»irit, and for the love of the Word of Ged, to be
united into a union of growth.

I1 name of the Synodlcal Committas,
(Rev.) 5. Hemkos, Clerk.
. A

At a later date another communication was received oy your Committee concerning this
mattar: .

"I'he ‘Revs., F.v.de Vries and dder H, 3z-upkes- the Committee from our Church in the

matter of the union, along with the Cammittee of the T.D.D.R.Churaﬁ. named for this~ had
formulated a draft ofpnion aad suialz'wc it ic the Classis Packensack, which submitted 1t
to the Congrezations of that Jlzssie fer their consideration. Their decision was:
" ‘the Classis f=z2l:s that at this *tim» it cannot vamplete the union of- the Lhurcheu,"51nc
thers are a few Churches in our Classis that are not thoroughly accuainted with our Church, |
the Holland Chr. Ref.) They, howevsr,expresset the hore of a complete union, and that very ‘
shortly. . The Committoe, {(Rev.) E.v,d,Vries, (Flder) H. Roeuwkes,

;'ﬂ
Then a comnunlcatlon was received from the Le Mars Church, 1884,1885, a branch of the
hurch in Orangn City, with a reguest that the Zev, Stadt, already laboring th=sre, should
e rermitted to remain there fcr the tim» beir-., Tn co-ccsration with Classis Iowa, that
etu2s5t was sranted. A hous= was rented for th= Revy. Stzdt, and a small Church was built,
nd matters nrocéeded favorably for z time, Finally, financial troubles develoved-after the
ission; Committee had contributed 3520%.00 ‘c the suorort of the work there, and a request
or 2ddition2l funds contiru=d— and aft-r ths Rev. 3tadt composed, in an unguarded moment,
260 s 1ﬁhrpr0nr1ate and urchristian-like letter zgzinst our Church, in which he complained
ver the neglect ‘of him and his hous=hold, in ths naglect of financ=s; which protest he
stracied publicly after letters w=r- senit to him from both the Synodical and the Mission
ommittses, and then the

s 42, oo

I ad
e
"

on~ra atlon of Rldott having be«n vacatsd by Lao departurs of the Rev, Smidt, the Rev.
%tadt with Tavorable financial circumstances for his support, desired him for their
nister in their Church, and thug in conjunction with Classis Iowa, the call was sanctione
that since the spring of 1884, nh: has laborsd at Ridott.

In addition to this we are informinz the Synecd of the already known fact, that since the
#vious Synod, and to our sorrow, two Ministers have left our Church: the first one be-
us2 he was laboring among the Zermans at Ridott and expected great results from the use
Cerman songs in the Church, much against the wishes of the Holland population there,

d with a show of force, he ran into oreat difficulty. .

the other Minister, laboring in Yolland, very much at odds with the character of the
llarid populaticn there, with their moderation and their faithfulness in all matters,-

st so severed relations with our Church. Y~ can submit the correspondence with Brother
idt and the Congregation at Rido:t, 'in order thrreby to convince the Sybod that the Comm
e has not been negligznt in the aatt-r.
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Dear Prothers' Greetings,

\.
s

hem"

and if our interpretation of the matter be correct, then the

it, and ny its silence aid and abet it. ‘

In the name of the Consistory,
8.L.Meinders, Pres,

. - L. Vander Aa, Clerk

Done at ﬁhe_Meeting of the

Consistory, on Dec. 2, t834%

At South Holland, Illinois.

As a last resort a Committee travelled to Ridott at the invitation of the Congregation,
{(composed of the Revs, Kuiper and Bode). ) |
Also various letters were received from tje Congregation of South Holland, I11., the firai
. on December 2, 1884, and this contained a complaint against the Rev. Hulst, concerning
’ the Article of the Reverend on Zphesians 5:14, which was published in the "Wachter™. The

H#  communication reads as follows:

Respected Brothers, Greetings:
Your Committee is certainly cognizant of the Article in the "Wi:nter" the official organ

of your Church, which was published by the “ditor, the Rev. L.J.Eulst on Ephesians 5:14
and that the Rev. Melnders and the Fldoer VYander Aa had made certain remarks in regard to

We hereby inform your Committee that the Reverend Hulst has submitted a protest concern-
ine the action of the above named brothers, to thé Consistory of the Church of South Hellanc
and that this Consistory sustains the Zrothers in their actions, and further it requested
that the Reverend Hulst retract his statements in the publication,and in regard to the
following exoression," And this to a greater extent, that Ood makes no demands beyond the
cavabilities of anyone to fulfill them." etc., which smacks of Remonstrantism and Semi-
Pelagianism. And yet instead of a retraction, the Reverend justifies himself in the

And since the previous expressions are orinted in the official

organ of the Church, and since the Witor qtande under Church juriscuiction, we judge that

this matter. in the first place, is not a part of the Rev. Hulst and his Consistory; but 1s

ths concern of your Committee, which should investigate the matter and thus deal with it,

and either cause the Consistory or the Rev. Hulst to retract his statement, for have we err

in the case of the Reverend, then we have offended him and that before a readlng publie..
dor must this matter drag on for a half year,nns for one and one half yearSeeess

Church should not tolerate

The dﬁﬁwer Lo the above letter by ths Jvnodical Committee is as follows:

‘To the ﬁev. H.I .Meinders and the Consistory of Svuth Holland Chr, Ref. Church:

In the meetlng of the Synodical Committee of January 2, 1385, the matter signed by

. the Rev, Meinders and Elder Vander Aa, of your Consistory, was brought before the Committec
that a dec1sion might be obtained from the 3ynodical Committee, concerning the expression
in the “Nachter“ "that God makes no demands beyond the capabilities of anyone to fulfill

This statement apuears in the mentioned publication of the Rev. Hulst in connection wit
~what follows, "that in Him, i.e. in Christ, 211 can be found that the sinner needs, for his
ell-being. When the Lord speaks to man, "Awake thou that sleepeth and arise from the dead !
nd Christ shall give you light" that is a message for the sinner, which tells him, accord
ng to the writings of the Rev. Hulst, the indifferent partieipation in the works of
fdarkneSS must come to an end: he must be enlightensd by Christ both as to what he should

- do and what he should refrain from doing.

] This does not mean ner does the Rev. Hulst infer that anyone can improve himself, or

. that he can bring anything about to effect his salvation, but this that the sinner must
_turn a receptive =ar to the precepts of Christ, and give heed to what he says, in place
of heedlessly andd thoughtlessly following after unrighteousness.

At this very moment, the Rev. Hulst explained to the Synodical Committee, that it has
‘never been his-idea that man ean add anything to effect his salvation. Moreover the
‘Slnodical Committee can detect nothing in the writings of the Rev. Hulst, which you mean



to find. The Committee has not the slightest doubt as to the orthodoxy of the Revererd,
and it finds it very distasteful and most unjust of you to attack him in public, and also
accuse him of Remonstrantism and S=mi Pelazianism, 3 orother who has never shown the slighta-
est indication of heresy, and whose orthodoxy has never oeen questioned by anyone.

Brothers, let us on our part proclaim the impotency of man, and over against that the
precepts of our doctrine. May the Bibie 02 our raids in this matter,

' ireetings,

The Synodical Commniitee.

In answer to this we received this replys; A statement that,
1/ It is impossible for us to abids by the decisicn of the Committee, i.e. the one in the
foregoing letter
'2/ this is practically the same statementand explanaticn set down by the Synod in its

glve to the Synod the necessary wisdom and grace to strengther and 1ncr=-asa his Church
on this earuﬁ.
v The Syn. Comm.

W.H.Frieling

R.T.Kuipers

G. Hamkes.

Supplemsnt’ II,
The Report of the Dome dissions Committes:

To the Synod of the,Christian Reformed Church, te te held at Urand Rapids, on June 6, 1886
b

nonor'ablD Broth»rs. May blessings and Prosrerity bs yours,

While thn promotlon of Homs Missicn Work makes uz a zreat part of your activity, and

aking steps for th: expansion of the Kirnzdom of Jod in this land is ir order, the Committee

ubmits its raport ro you.

The act1v1t1°s of the Committ=e were Z~alt with the carrying out of the decisions of the

ynod of 18394, and accomplishing such tasks as wculd be advantageous to the work of the

om> Missions, such as the collecting and the distritution of funds either for the support

f or for “he ~stablishment of Congrezations whc w=re in n=ed ¢ financial assistance,

© The a551sta“ce,?01v=n to Congrezaticns, 2s was rromis<d te them, or the finanecial aid to

tnisters, in “rOV1dlﬂF rart of the remur~ration for *heir work, reachss no further than the

rea under th2 jurisdiction of the Synod. Ther=fcr= it is your task and responsiblility to

ulfill th= nromises you have civen for an? to those whom you judge in need and worthy of

uch sunoort, 5

The work was carried on as much as vossibl= ir the Congregations with the€lassical Mis—

ions Lommittee. and in some cases with the Synodical Committee, yet the Committee members liv

1g in Michican wers very oftsn obliped tc¢ make dacisions, whan the neel’ was pressing accord-

1z to their opinions; so that the reouests for assistance might not be in vain.

As to ths decision of the Syncd in regard to the Con:eegations of Vriesland and COverijsel,
ota, the funds stipulated for these Churches have beon supplied. The rsceipts for these '
onies are held by "the Treasurer. The sum of $100.00 has also b@en sent to the Richland Congre
gtion for the building of their Church.

Although the Synod gave the Committee permissicn to use $400.00 from the Foreign Mission
und, in case of smergency, only the amount of $150.00 was ne=ded, sine~ the Home Mission
reasury could supply all of its needs from its own Treasury.

The Treasurer of the Home Mission Board gave the Treasurer of the Forelpn Mission Board
‘not> for that in case it should be obliged to rcturn this ameount, and when.....




f S S
““so that this is left to the wisdom of the Synod;and it should have the attention of the
Synod. '
That the Synod need not worry about the financial assistance extended to some of the
Churches appears in the report frc- Fochester which states that it can supply all its own
- .needs, and New Holland also informs us that it can, and since 1885,
: ¥ Assistance has been extended to other Congregaticns so that they might continue their
services, and they are asking for mors assisiance. Cther Ceongregations have recieved promises
.~ of finaneial support when and if extended calls have zeo~n accepted. Other congregations
-~ ask that promises be gziven by the Synod zo that they may b~ ahl:s to have Ministers of their
own. If necessary,th2se Congregaticns can be named,

The amount decided on towarZ the surport of the 2=v. Coaling,$100.00annually, has been pa
This brother is always prevared to go whure his services are needed, or wherever the Committe
desired to send him. He served Congregations in New Era, Richland, Qostburg, Alto, Chicago,an
elsewh=are. Since the Agenda lists a discussion of his supnort,.th Committzsz leawves this
matter to the Svnod. ' ' :

The Rév. J. Ecadt is now laboring in Ridott, Tll, after being in Le Mars for a short time
Jolng to Rldott at the reauest of the Congregation. His suprort is in part supplied by the
Home Mission Treasury, and in part by the Congregation. From all reports, he is laboring
diligently and the wish of tha Congregation is that he may remain for some time.

Thus no time limit has been set, since the Congragation desired an indefinite stay, and
the Committee thought it best to accede to its wishss.

At Le Mars, whers the Rev. Stadt first labor=d, after he was releases from the Congregati
of Orangs City, there was no Congregation, but later there was a church organized there.

Much transcirsd while the Rev. Stadt was in L2 Mars, Ard the Congregation later tranferred
to the Reformzd dencmination. '

i The Committee expresses a wish that the Synod may decide to carry on its Mission work
ds it is conducted by the Foreign Mission Committe2, i.e. by establishing Mission posts,
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having a Congrzgation with a Minister, with th= cooveration of his Bongregation in the
‘salary he receives, and the balance from the ¥ission Treasury. In this way he can serve the
weak Conzrnsétions in his area andé preach wherevor possible. Synod's attention should be
focusad on the immensz areas in the West, keepins in mind the increase in the population
in that area,'and the continual immigration into that section of the country.
‘ Outlyirg Con~regat10ns. and those small Eongrzgations, recently organized in our cities,
should not be forgotten. The Synod should also lock te¢ their neads. A working Mission is a
‘r2al necessity, your Committee thinks. ‘
‘ Yay the Lord give you the necessary stronzth and wisdom in all matters, so that the

roclamatloﬂ of the Truth may brirng the desired rnsul,. for the homor of God, the blessing
of Zion .an&a.o the peace of mind and soul of all of us
Sines the Rev.: .Broene, our Clerk, by his departurs, has ended his services with our Commi
‘tee, it was thoucht: best that the undersigned take ov:sr the task of corr=spondence, so that
commurications. r:c=1v3d oy ths Treasurer or th2 President, be given immadiate attention
whanaver necessary. :

* The Lord's blessirg on this Assemoly,

. Sinecerely, in the name of th= Missions Committe=,

; Your humble servant,
L. Rietdijk.

_ Supplement III.
he Treasurer's Report of the Foreign Mission Fund.

o the Synod of the Holland Chr., Ref. Church, held at Grand R4pids, Mich. June 9, 1885.
The financial report follows, which will not be translated,

h-~ report continuss as follohs:
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Je have received a communication from the General Mission Boawd of the Christian Reformed
hurch of the Metherlands, with a request for contlnued suprort, which reads as follows:

[—




To the Syned of the Holland Christian Reformed Church in America

Dear Fathers and Brothers. May the Lord be your Lirht and your Salvationt
The General Mission Board of the Christian Reformed Church of the Netherlands
¢akes thlS oovortunity of approaching your Synod with a courteous but pressing request.
You already know that the Christian R»-i;mrd Churcn in the Netherlands has begun mission
.work among the h=athen peooles and is coniinuing in that work.
In spite of the many trials and disaprointm=nts, w= have advanced so far that we have been
- able to plac= a Missionary in Batavia, and also one in Surabaya, Java. DBrother Van Alphen
left last February for the Island of Sumba(Soemoa){Mow called Sandalwood Island and owned by
. the United States) for fulltime work amons thz hesatnsn thers. 1In addition we have at present
. for students prevaring for Missionary work, znd of thasz onz could now be sent out into the -
 £ie21d.
' Mission work demands huge sums for a successfil operation, and altho we have been able to
moet all expenses up to this time, we must now incrzas: our efforts, more than formerly
.} in a financial way; since we have expanded our work, and our people are living trying times,
- and in addition to this, the illnesses which our Missionaries experience in those areas,
- have proved. very costly,
For this reason, we are appealing to you, our dear Brothers, send us your gifts.
We approach you boldly, since you have been very generous in your financial assistance
+in the past, and confessed at the same time that you wishzd to assist us in owr Missionary
endeavor, ;
" Your contributions to us for this purposz in the past have bezen of a cfr'eat help; they
havs encouraz=d us and gladdezned our hearts. The aid you extended to us put our treasury
on a firm footing, and was an encouragement to us in the work which we had undertaken,
either by training more Missionaries or by opengng new fields. But we can rejoice alssé for
your sak2: that you in America do not forget our Church, and that you desire to continue
your association with us; and as former inhabitants of ths Netherlands, who have not as yet
renounced the name, you have a desire to co-cperate in removing our guilt to the Netherland
Tadst Indies; this is to us,a couse of =ndlzss joy.
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We hope,: dnar Brothsrs, that you will continue to aid us with your gifts and that your
Ass2mbly may sea fit to send us funds for our support. Cur desire continues to be that
the blessinz of the Lord rest upon you, 2nd we remain your Brothers in Christ.
Jd.’.2alen, Pres.
Varsaveld, Delft, * L. v.d. Valk, Clerk.
Asrll,f, 1886 '

|
We propose that one half of the fund be sent to the Netherlands in answWwer to this requesté
and one half of these funds be sent at once from the funds on hand at present, and that the |
balance be forwarded as soon as it can be arranged. This is with the urderstanding that i
Synod begin its own Mission field. , L

The Committee prays for the blessing of the Lord over all of your deliberations, in ;
rzgard to %1551ons not only but in all other matters as well, and I remain, _ i
3 Your ZHrother in the Lord, ‘ !
R.T.Kuiper, Treas. of the Missions. |



Supplement IV,

. Art. 1, The delegates to the True Reformed Protzstant Dutch Church are as follows:
"+ The Rev. Daiker, and Zlder H, 'Beeuwkes.
- The Rev. J. Riemersma will function as an alternate,

Art, 2, Since the delegates from the T.R.P.D. Church were not oresent at the adjourmment of
the Synod, the President during a session of the Curators, at which the Rev. de Baum was -
present, expressed his pleasure that the delegates from the above mentioned Church had

been present at the Synodical Sessions. He requested that the Reverend convey the best

wishes of the Synod te his Church.

te 3. The Committee chosen to regulate the services in the ™hglish Language,is as
follows: Professor Hemkes, The Rev. Post, and Elder 5zlock.
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