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The Acts of Synod of the Sessions held on May 23, 18873,and the days following
at Grand Rapids, chhigan.

An address by the Rev. W,H.Frielinz, the President of the Sessions of 1882,

After the opening devotions, consisting of the singing of Psalm 133, and séripture
reading, John 14, the Reverend addrassses the delagates as follows:

My dear Brothers: Since it is my duty to onen th: Sessions, as the President of the
previous 3yncd, I now do so by wishing you 211 a hearty welcome.

Our beginning is in the name of the Lord; the progress we make is in his fear; the
results should redound to the honor and glory of God, to the welfare of his Kingdom on
earth, and for our peace of mind and heart.

Do we cast a backward glance on the twenty seven yeatbs, of our existence as a Chubkeh.
in..a strange land, we may surely tnhen ercct an "%benezer"” or as it were,a pillar of
succor, and cry out, "To this time the Lord has been our help!

With a consideration of the number we had left behind at the time of our origin,
our number seemed very small indeed, and in addition to this, we were woefully
lacking in talents and strength, and with much opposition, and right in the midst of the .
group that had returned (to the Reformed Church) and from the group we had left, as a
result of whlch we Were subjsct to ooth verbal and written abuse.

Page 2.

The backsliding group was the object of criticism by the Mother Church of the Father-
land, in that its actions were judzsd very improper.

My dear Brothers: had the Lord not kept us standing in the midst of this struggle,
we would long since have succumbed under the weight of this load, But convinced in
our minds that our doings were also those of the Lord's, and that our actions were in .
accord with his everlasting Word, as well as the Articles of Confession of the Reformed
Church; it gave to us both the courage and the confidence, that the Lord in his g00d
tima would set all matters right, and this he has done.

Our small number has increased greatly. The weaknesses and the impotence of our Church
have been'strengthenied in both material and spiritual ways.

Talents and capabilities have increased, esnecially thru the establishment of our
Theological School, now with a Faculty of two, and a student body of fifteen. The
number of Ministers has increased. When I anpeared upon the scene, four ministers
comoleted the number of servants in the Church, and now we nunber thirty, with the
hope that the number will increase during the year. To the brothers, the Ministers
whom we' have added to our ranks this year wz extend a hearty welcome, including Brother
Smidt at. Ridott, and we wish them all a blessed season of labor in their Congregations.
Ne were saddene§ by the passing of the 3Srother, the Rev, W.H.Van Leeuwen, Eneritus, and
by the fact that.the ®:v, Coelingh was released from his ministerial duties at the
Church in Overeisel, for financial reasons.

Our Church is taking on a new significance, historically, here in our country as well
in the old Fatherland as the Acts of the recently h=1d Synod in Zwolle inform us.

The number of Congregations is inereasing, membership in the Congregations is increas- .
ing by leaps and bourds, due, no doubt, to the large number of Fmigrants coming into
our country. We cam dee the blessing of ths Lord on the work of evangelization, a cause
for peace, union, and love in the midst of the Congregations,

Again, my Brothers, important matters will ba vresented for discussion, in doctrine
and in Church government, in correspondence,in Mission matters, in Primary and Secondary
education, etc. Let us in these matters show a unity of purpose and belief, in less
important matters, long suffering, and above all, may the Spirit of brotherly love be p
present in our hearts, Should we not take these spiritual blessings into account?
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Many eyes are turned upon us;the eyes of the Lord, the King of Zion, look down upon us,

the Church which has sent us here as delezates of this Swunod, has turned its gaze our
way, as well as the members of the various Congregations with their Consistories,




.and in addition both friends and foes are watching us and taking note of the manner in
_which we are fulfilling our calling. 5o0on the decisions will be put into print and be
-distributed thruout the land and be judzed by every one. Let us thérefore be wakeful
rand guard what has been entrusted to us most carefully, in which case we need not be
-ashamed of the future. Let us uchold the honor of the Lord;he shall then care for us both
‘materially and spiritually. Let this be so.

: The Synodical 3essions now begin afier tha onening devotions.
‘Art, 1. Mandates are read and surrsndsared and the Delsgates are present.

1}Note: From now on the list of delegates will be omitted from the Acts, as of minor note
'in the translation of the Synodical decisions. For anyone interested they may be found
‘on page 3 of the Acts of this Session, 1883. (The Translator, &,B.Lewen,)

Art, 2, The officers of the Synod: The Rev. J.H.Vos, Pres.
" *  R,T.Kuiper, V.P. :
" " G. Hemkes, Clerk
" n L. Ristdijk, Asst. Clerk

"Art. 3. The President addresses the Assembly with a few well-chosen words, and at the
. same. tims extpndlng a special greeting to the Rev. W. Smidt, of Ridott, who has come

“over to our Church from the Reformed denomination. He also requests the co-operation

i of the brothers, delegates, for an orderly discussion of matters to be discussed, and
iwith his eyes fixed upon the Lord, he ascends the praesidium.

{iArt, 4. Before the Synod begins its deliberations, the President reads the Formula of - '
{ Subscrintion, from the General Prineciples; and asks in accordance with the usage of the
: Vetherlands Peformed Church, a hearty agreement by all the delegates of the formula,
-which is answered by a very audible "Yes"

EArt. 5. A COHmlttPe is chosen to review the Articlas of the Synod of 1882, and to report
a2t the beginning of the next day's s~ssion, which Articles must be dlscussed. The commit-
:tee consists ofthe following: The fev., Prof. 3.%.Boer, H, Vander Werp. J. Noordewier,

art. 6, Seéing that the Eav. Baron has a request, and seeine that he desires a speedy
‘consideration of his reguest, since the Reverend can stay no longer than necessary,
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‘he is askﬁd to present his request. The Fsverend requests complete emeritation because of
i the infirmitiss of age. :
; After the discussion of this , and after a committee has discussed his financial

;status, the Synod izrants him his emeritation., He is to receive an annual stipend of

:$200.00, and 'sinc: thars sesms to be a difference of opinion between him and the Con-
.sistory of ~911a the jynod judges that that matter has been rectified, and thus it will
{:n0t ¢o into the'matter at this time., This is laft to the Reversnd #ad hes is granted an
'ihOnorable emeritation, which he gratefully receives. And after extending a blessing to the
.Assamoly, the Reverend takes ais departure, the 3ynod bidding him Godspeed, and while

{ istanding they sing Psalm 134:3.

‘Art, 7. A reguest comes to the Synod from the Classis Grand Rapids, as follows: The Synod
;institute better means to keep the ®meritus Fund in existence. Brother Gelok informs the :
‘Assembly that the Fund is dwindling slowly. 3ince it is not a pleasant thought to those de- :
iparting from this 1life to feel that their survivors will oecome destitute, this request :
§is considered not only timely but also a Christian gesture. The Synod reminds the delegates
| 'of the general rule of Article 13, of the Church Order of Doxdt, formulated in 1618-1619,
“lwhlch reads as follows: Should it occur thatsome ministers thru 2ge, iliness or otherwise,
ize incapicitated and unable to carry on their duties; they will neverthelaess not be de-

? .orived of the honor of their offi® as servants of the Lord, and thru the Congregations which
?; vhey have served, they will be amply cared for in thelr needs., (and this applies to

‘their widows and their children also. )
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‘Art. 13. The Minutes of the Wednesday P.M. Session are read and accepted.

Art, 14, The R'vs. Hulst and Noordewier are now asked to read the reports they have been
iasked to preoare for accepting into our denomination a single Congregation, a/ulthout a
Minister and, b/ for accepting a Congregation with a ¥inistar.

' Both plans are voted upon and accerted and re=ad as follows:

A UNIOY OF A MOM~CHYRISTIAN REFORMED COI3REZATION WITH THE ! OLLAJD CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

{ In each Classis there exists a Committee, whose duty it is to treat with a Congregation
wishing to join the Helland Christian Reformed Church.

a/ A Congregation without a Minister.

: Should a congregation desire to orin:i about a union with our Church, it will
inresent its reauest to the above mentioned Committee, exvressing its desires, and this
iCommittee will then contact the Consistory of the anolying Church, to ascertain the reasons
ifor the aonlication, that all may be clearly understood. If the Committee considers the reque
to be a valid one, a day is set with the Consistory of the apolying Church, on which day the
uniom can be comnleted. At this gathering the following auestions are asked. Now the six
iquestions, found in Article 69 of the General Regulations are asked. when these have been
tanswerad, the Committee states that the union of the .e..... with the Holland Christian
Reformed Church is complete

b/ Hlnlsters alone or Congregations with their Hinisters.

: 1 Should a Minister alone wish to.come inth the Church, the Synod decides that
he will be accsted according to art. 33 of the Seneral Regulations.

2, 3hould a Minister and his Congregation desire a union, then the procedure
~junder "a" will hold: the Minister will be dealt with accarding to "b",

2y
Ay
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iLater or rather as speedily as possible these Churches will regulate their affairs with the
iState at the =zarliest ovportunity, according to the laws of the State.

Art, 15. Thd Rev. . Hocksema comes into the Assembly and asks to be heard. The Rev., revorts
tha. at the ‘reausst of a few friends from Wew %ra, Mich. he had journeyed there and fourteen
ifamilies had ‘requested to be organized into a Church, eithzr as a branch of the Montague
fhurch or as' an independsnt Church. The President informs the Reverend that he aroroach the
i0lassical Committ=e of OGrand *a :ids Ciassis for information on the orormer way to oroceed

%in this mattar.

fArt. 16, A reauast for Classis Holland i5 nresentad to the Synod as follows:
\Classis Holland states that becauss of the numo:r of subjects in which students must be
faxamined, as wzll as the task and the resoonsibility of testing those who are preparing for
-iservice in the Church; would in not be vetter if the Curatsrium wera increased in member-
2ghin oy one half, instead of the four and 2icht set-ur of the present?

In connection with the above the Curatorium puts this auestion to the Assembly: Will
he 3ynod ke=p in mind the decision in Art. 29,page 2 of the 8-neral Regulations, which
tates that one representative will be present at the Examinaiions from each Classis, to
hare in the work involved, as wekl as taking upon itself the responsibility with the
urators in the carrying-out of the Efaminations? However, should it prove inconvenient
or those Classes at a great distance, then the Synod will give that Classis permission
0 choos2 an alternative from Classis Michigan,
his is thoroly discussed and then the question is out to the Assembly: Shall the present
umber of Curators be increased by one half? The Assembly sanctions this. Ihe Rev Noordewier
etires from the Curators this year , making it necessary to appoint five persons.
he following are chosen: The Revs. L.J.Fulst, L. Rietdijk, J. Yoordewier, and thus a Trustees
YoH.Frieling, H. v.d. Werp, curators.

‘age 10.

pt. 17. The Commit.tee on the review of the Minutes of the previous Assembly renorts:Article
2 is uwo for discussion, concerning the Committikes which have been anpointed to investigate
he State laws, and in connection with the Congregations of our Church.
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Mr J. Garveling and A. Riddering, as Trustees, report briefly that in the States of
New Jersey, Ohio, Illincis, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakots, Comgfegations may
organize so that thelr property is safeguarded by State law, in conjunction of a two
third majority of the Church Members. The desirability of being recognized by the same
name, is discussed, and the delegates from other 5tates shall induce their Congregations
to organize and incorporaté, and that, under the new name of the Church: The Holland
Christian Reformed Church. The 5tate has no control nor jurisdiction over the internal
affairs of the Church and thus all matters are regulated according to-the rules of the
Church . The Church can however demand the right of protection from the State.

Churches which wish to organize according to the 5tate laws of their own indlividual
States, are raferred to the following Committes: J. Garveling, A.Riddering, W.H.Van L. . :»
Leeuwen, Professor G.%E.Boer, and Rev, L. Rietdijk.

Art, 18, The delegate from Classis Towa, the Rev. Smidt, from Ridott asks the Synod

for nermission to organize German Churches, following the rules of the 0ld German R&s -
formed Churches, with a tentative continuation of the use of the German Psalmody.

After the discussion on this request, the Synod, (Since the Lord has stated that the Gospel
be presched to all peoples)not only grants the requests, but commends the Reverend for

his efforts among the German population. and on the basis of Reformed principlss. He

may thus proceed with his work, preparing ‘roups for organization and using the Psalmody
as he requgsted. :

Art. 19. Alveriod of Devoitions and intermission.
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'§ Art. 20, Classis Holland pronoses that a second "rofessor be appointed for the Theological
:: School, and in connection with this the nroposition of the Curators is also discussed.
11 Since the work of the Assistant Vos has met with favor, the Curators and the Trustees

' ask that Mr. Vos be made a Professor. The President now .steps down and asks the Vice Pres.
¢ to take the Chair. The Synod now goos "into executive Session, and because of the personal
i “interest of the President in this matter, he absents himself at the request of the
2! 3ynod. The REv., Prof. Boer remains and is asked to express an oplnion on this. The.
; | Professor’ Tfavors the appointment of a regular Professor, although he can see the point
i of view of the Curators and the Trustess; but he adds that the subjects the new Professor
1" would teach must be designated.
f%j After a lengthy discussion on this probl-=m, the Synod decides that, becawse of the
¢ *youth of the Assistant Mr., Vos, dltho his work has been very satisfactory;’ neverthe-
less prefers to call and ordained Minister from the Netherlands fot the Professorship,
from the Christian Reformed Church, and from a nomination made by ihe Synod, and should
.thers be a decline, the Curatorium be empowered by the Synod to call another form the
same Nominations Th= Synod reappointe the Assistant Mr, Vos for the time being until
the nawly aorolntec rrofessor arrive, and his remuneration is increasaa to $600.00, to
go into effect on Sept. 1, of this sohool year. Should the brother not be able to
continue; the Curators are empowered to choose somecone to take his Dlace.

t. 21, The Rev. Vos resum=s his dutiss as “resident. The visitors may also return,
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The Clerk and his assistant read the decision of the Synod concerning the matter of Art.
20 above. The question is now put: Will the Curators make a decision, and that from a
Synodiecal nomination; or shall the choice he made by the Synod? The Assembly decides that
the Synod complete this now. Therafore a number of names of Ministers in the Chr. Ref. C
Church in the Netherlands are read, and of these six namss are chosen for nomination.

A trio is now made from these, and of these one is to be chosen. After the election,

Dr. A. Brummelkamp has been chosen, a Minister in Jroningen. His salary is set at $1300.00
and the costs of transportation will be paid. " The Letter of Call will be written and
sipned by the officers of the Synod, and in addition to this a letter will also be sent.

Art. 22, Committees are chosen to audit the 3ooks of the various funds.
Art. 23, Devotional Period and Intermission,

el
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Friday Morning Session.

{Art. 24, The report of the varlous funds follows: pp. 12,13, Synod of 1883
(Financial Reports will be omitted)

Art. 25. The Rev. ¥einders wishes to resign as 7Jensral Treasurer. This request is granted
land the Synod thanks him for his services, The ..2.. Yoordewier is chosen in his place. ~

| Art. 26. The Treasurer of the Student Fund asks if students receiving aid from this
fund nezed »ay tuition. The Syned replies, "No".

1Art. 27. Brother Gelok reports that the Spring Str. Church receives only $50.00 annually
for the rental of the second floor to the Theological School, this amount is increased to
:$100.00

| Page 14,

jArt. 28, The Rev. Rietdijk asks that he may rssign as Comptirdller. The Synod grants his

iwish and the ¥lder P. Heyboer is chosen to succeed him.

Art. 29. The Rev. Prof. Boer asks if he must continus to sent copies of the "Wachter"

jto the Netherlands personally , which he has done. This may be discontinued. A Committee

1is chosen to regulate this; it will check the mailing list, and necessary deletions will
be made., The Revs. Boer, Vos, and Hemkes will act as a Committee for this.,

30 Arranging the schedule for the School year for the Theological School 1s left to
a. Committee. The members are: the Rev. Noordewier, with Tlders Gelok, and Heyboer.
The Classical Committee 1s included in this, and they will report to the Teustees.

'VArt.'31 The Revs. Frieling and Hulst are rnalnﬂtnd as members of the Synodlcal Committee,

Art. 32. r“lc>51r1g and Oﬂenlng Devotions and Intermission.

: Frlday oM,

Art 33. The Rev. Frieling renorts the reaelot of $10,00 for Bible dlstrlbutlon among
hp Heathen. The Rev. Noordewier renorts $2. 86. Th= decision is to send this sum to the -
etherlands, so that the monies may be used as the zivers intended. The Chinese,
Japanese 1nd othpr heathen neonles ares the rnc1n1ents of these Bibles.

Art, 34, Tt i& decided‘that all the Treasurers of the various funds meet a day previous
to the opening:of Synod and show their accounts for audit to the Curators and the Trustees.
n the years in“yhich Synod is not in Session, this will be done prior to the Btaminations.

&}t. 35. The Rev. Kulper asks release as Treasurer of the Dollar fund.
¢ dav., L. Rietdijk is chosen.

t. 36 The Committee on Foreign Missions reports that it has sent the sum of $680.00

o the Christian Refbrmed Church.in the Netherlands; $40.00 to the Theological School at
dhuizen, Graafschap, Bentheim;321.25 to the Rev. Frieling for Bible distribution.

e Synod is asked what is to be done with the funds collected this year, It is decided to
nt a note of $500.00 to the Missionary Council in the Netherlands, and to leave the

ance in the Treasury.

te 37. Classis Hudson has a matter for discussion:

/ The Synod establish a rule for the Church on how it should deal with persons who are
meers of a Labor Union, and that an investigation be made to ascertain if there =zre
members of the Chr. Ref. Church found to belong to sald Unions.
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&he delegate from Classis Hudson, the Rev. H. Tempel, reports that the . Consistoxy of the
Church at Rochester considers the membership in such an organization as contrary to the
Mbrd of God, to a Christian’s conscience, and to the welfare of the Church. After a
mrolonged discusshon of this , Synod points to Article 65 of the General Regulations,
and for the rest,she feels opposed to them as well as *the Organizations of Capital.

¥et in all instances, no ironclad rule can be laid down, HYowever the rulers of the Church =
{must be vigilant in matters of this kind, which seemincly are in oppositien to the Word
of God, and to the rule of the Church.

Pace 16,

b/ A request for Jracts for the youth of the Sabbath School. Tracts by Philips of the Nether-
jlards are recommended. :

Art. 38, Classis Holland requests that the Synod should return to the previous system of
#Assembly, and should this be too costly, then to institute a biennial Synod. From the
Hiscussion of this, it appears that the former method of Assembly was vreferred. Then also
ithe Synod will meet every two years.

The Synod recalls the former method of delegation to its Assembly, and states that the
Bynod will meet biennially, and then Congregations with Ministers will send two delegates,
¥hile Churches without Ministers will send one elder. This will solve expensive Trans-
hortation costs.

Art. 39. The Con51story of the Ch.ureh at Fincxnnatl makes a request for the distant Congre-
gations; ‘that after a Counsellor has been present at a Congregational Meeting for the
purpose of calling a Minister, that in case the one called declines, the following Cong-
gregational Meeting be conducted by the Consistory. It is a financial burden to have a
Gounsellor present at each meeting if the distance is great, Calls can also be unnecessarlly
idelayed. The discussion ends and the decision, The rule is that the Counsellor be present,
‘but in special cases this can Je taken care of by correspondence with the Counsellor.

Art ko, The Rev. Greve asks the Synogif a letter had been received from the Stated Clerk
of the T. R.P.D Church,, by the Clerk the Synodical Committee. Since he has not, the Rev.
(ireve conveys the greetings from said Chureh to ours. A communication, no doubt, will be
received later,

~ The Rev. Greve also states that he had visited Clymer, N.Y. where eighteen persons,
formerly members of the Reformed Church had seceded from it.They now expressed a desire

bo unlte with the Christian Reformed Church. The question is asked, how,and when,and by =%
whom? The matter is referred to the Classical Committee of Classis Hudson.

ge 17. \ o ' , ' :

Aft. Li, Closing aﬁd Gnening Devotions
fonday Morniné?Sessions.

Art. 42, The President reads an attestation fron the Consistory of the Rev. Van Dijke,from
eland in the Netherlands, The Alvine Ave. Cousistory asks how such an attestation- should
y considered, accepted or not. After a discussion, the Synod decided to accept same.-

en the parties interested,can be ouestioned and if they agree with the principles of the
urch; if they do they shall be accepted/

't, 43, The question is raised if it would not be desirable at the next Synod to hold the
issions and the Examinations simultaneously, i.e. the third week in June, 1885,

118 plan is accepted.

\en, should the Synod meet in Grand Rapids again, since the treuelling expense is less
ying to Grand Rapids, than going to Chicago; since, by far, most delegates live in
chigam. The Synod agrees ‘that Srand Rapids is the logical place for the next Sessions,

" the Lord wills it and we 1live.

t. 44, The president.considers it very fitting, that during the next Synodical Sessions
i@ Spring St. Church"have preaching services by visiting pastors, who will be invited by



the Consistory. The Synod sanctions this and the matter is left to the Consistories,
whom they desire to ask. It is also to be desired that at a following Synodical Sese
sion the Minlister who most recently came over to our Church, conduct services in the
3pring St. Church diicing the week.
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; Art., &5. A discussion of Classical Sessions in connection with the Synod.

N The question is asked if the Classical Assembliss could not be held during the first

' of May, in a year in which a Synod meets; since there is difficulty in preparing

all the matters for the Agenda otherwise. The Synod judges this to be very desirable.

Art. 46, The Synod expresses itself as considering it desirable to have another
copy of the Yearbook printed.

Art., 47, Since the term of service of the Home Mission Committee is at an end, a new
Committee must be chosen. A motion is passed that four men be chosen; three from
Classes Illinols and Towa, and one from Classes Holland or Grand Ripids.

The brothers chosen are: The Rgvs. T. Vanden Bosch, and W.Smidt for a period of four
years; the Revs. Broene and Rietdijk, for a period of two years. The Revs, H., Bode

and R.T.Kuiper are to be alternates.

b
v

Art, 48, The Report of the Synodical Committee is read and accepted. (Suppl. I)

Art, 49, The delegates who were chosen to zo to the Synod at Zwolle,the Netherlands,
in 1882 report.(See Suppl. III)

Art., 50, Devotions and Intermission.
The Monday, P.M. Session.

Art. 51, The reoort of the delegates to the Netherlands is éécepted by the Synod.
The President thanks the delegates for the report, and all the labors connected
with the trip, in the interest of the Holland Chr. Ref. Church.

Page 19, The delegates in turn, express their appreciation to the Assembl§¢or the love

and trust of the Church in them, for the prayers uttered in their behalf, and in spite

of the fact that their task was carried out with failings and weaknesses, they =are
pleased at the satisfaction of the Synod.:

Art, 5?. It is decided to publish the report of the delegates in the "Wachter" and
~also a portion:of the Mimites of this Session, and in the Synodical Report, all the
Minutes of the :Assembly with the above named report. The Committee for this work con-
.sists of the Officers of this Synod. _

Art, 53, The . delegates had asked the Synod at Zwolle to take note of the Emigration

: from their country, ard if a large group were leaving at one time, whether a Student

or a candidate could not be sent with them. The Synod had meant not to become involved
in this matter, but rather leave this to the Churches for a solution. It is called to

: the attention of the Synod that there is a grave danger to emigrants, especially in the
. large citiees, to become estranged from the 0ld Reformed Church and its Doctrines,

The Synod advises that a circular be composed, stating all that is necessary for those
. coming to America to know, and that these clrculars be spread thruout the Congregatioms
in the Netherlands. After a discussion of this matter, the Officers of the Synod are
mardated to prepare a dodger or a list of instructions, and to send thils on to the

- public dailies in the Netherlands, "The Trumpet, The Call" etc., The Rev., Hulst is

- advised to insert an article in the "WAchter' now and then on this matter,

. Art. 4. request from the Classis, Grand Rapids: The Synod will consider the matter
. of Home ssion work. The extended Mission area is to be considered, and the means of
procuring Mission workers for this; and this is decided:

a/ The Synod will support Douglas, So. Dakota in the calling of a Minmister,

LR | v pr—y 4 s s —
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?nd in the building of a parsonage, and the Synod will then contact the Misslonary
mmittee for the purpose of calling a minlster, whose labors will be in DBuglas as well

iilin Charles Mix, and the surrounding areas., The questlon arlses how much the Synod

| offer toward the building of a parsonige. Four hundred dollars will be loandd for

B perlod of four years without interest. The salary will amount to $200.00 until the

Bynod meets in 1885,

i b/ A communication from Oostfriesland requesting the Synod for financial support in the

palling of a minister, to which the Synod agrees, with the stipulation that he also wvisit

As to the arrangement of the work for the Minister to be called, the Consistory with the
ome Mission Board will see to it. _

« 55. The calling of a Misslonary Pastor is next up for the attention of the Synocd.
.'nd it is felt that there 1s a general need for same. Six ministers are named for this
and the Rev. P. Schut is chosen from this group, at present the pastor at Kellogsville,
Mich. The salery will be $600.00. Travelling expenses will be paid, as well as $150.00
house rental, If this call is declined by the Reverend, the Mission Committee in
onjunction with the Synodical Committee, will consider one of the other five men, the
avs, Vanden Busch, Fcster, Kuiper, Greve, Smidt. The labors of the Missionary Pastor
regulated by the Home Mission Committee.

; 56. Fromathe communications receilved, there is a request to discuss the matter in
nection with the Congregatlon at Ackley, Iowa, and to report on this. The Revs.
letdi jk, Vanden Bosch, and Noordewier, are the Committee to report on this.

rt. 57. It is reported that the Transportation exbenses for this Session are as follows:

ge 21,

or Classis Grand RApids, $100 00; Holland, $80.00; Illinois,$45,00; Hudson, $40.00
Towa, $35.00.

y Session %n¢s.

Kﬁday Morning Session.
58. Devotional Period.
. 59. The Minutes of the two previous Sessions are read and approved.

/s 60, The Committee (See Art. 56) reports on the contents of the letters, as well as
rotest from the' Congregation at Ackley, Iowa, which had been previously considered by
ssis Iowa. The point in question at Ackley was the location of the Church. A motion
made that the delegates relate the entire matter to the Assembly. The Rev. Smidt
orts in detall, in the name of the delegates from Iowa, and on behalf of the Committee
Classis Illinols, the Revs, Vanden Bosch and Broene, who had attended the Classis at
ey, and it really comes down to this: that the 8Bongregation of Ackley and the
1sistory of the Congregatlon, because of the troublesome question of the relocation

he Church, and thru varlous other circumstances, had been dissolved by Classis Iowa,
after that had been reorganlized, with the choosing of a new Consistory.
families living north-east of the Church, were taken into the Church, and there wWere

families who had not voted nor protested., After a discusslon of this, the Synod comes
he concluslion that there i1s no reason for them to take such a stand against the

dons and the decislon of Classis Iowa, and that of the Committee from Il1linois.
fortheless it sanctions the actions of Classis Illinois.

é1. Devotions and Intermission.

22. The Sessions of Tuesday P.M,

+ 64, The request of Classis.Holland is brot up for discussion, in connection with
Adcle 42, of the Acts of 1882, namely that the Synod in its deliberations, consider
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Rotterdam, Kansas. The sum of $200.00 is set aside for this Cnurch until the Synod aof 1885,

o
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#ides twenty-two families who were in favor of relocating the Church, and then in addition
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. the conducting of English services by the Brothers from the East, so that many of the

| younger pecple may be kept for the Church and remain true to its déetrines.

After a discussion on this the decision is that a communication is to be sent to the
Brothers as follows: Cur Synod recalls a matter in which we were not able to take any
positive actinn before this.time, namely the preaching of the Brothers from the East in
our area in the English language; and after a more careful consideration we apprecliate
¢ the offer and we would gladly see you make contacts with the Conslstories of the Grand
Rapids Churches, and thus follow up this matter.

Art. 63. Rev. Hemkes presents a request to the Synod that the Synod appoint another person
as Hitor of the "Wachter” since he has too much work to give his best efforts to the

¢ publication, After a discussion of this; the Synod would like to have the Reverend contime
2 in his work, but to lessen his editorial labors, two brothers as assoclate Editors shall

't -assist him, These ministers are the Revs. L.J.Bulst and R.T.Kulper. The Rev. Hemkes is to
‘Teceive $125.00 for his work, and the assoc.-.editors, $100.00 each, and this annually.

1 Art. 64. In reading certain communications to the Synod,the fdllowing must be discussed.
- af A letter from the Church at Pella, containing a protest against the pastorate of the
Rev. J.L.Fles, as the minister of the Zeeland Congregation, because of his expressed
opinions not in accord with Holy Writ, in connection with some points of Eschatology, in
his Question Book, which after being printed was made public, and these opinions have

not been retracted. '

The decision: The Rev. Fles has satisfied the Classis Holland in this respect.
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Moreover the Clerk wlll send a communication to the Consistory at Pella, explaining the
entire matter. -

b/ A letter from Alto, Wisconsin containing a request for funds for the construction

f a Church there. Classis Illinoils agrees to permit an offering to be taken by the

urches for sald purpose. It is decided that after the Revs, Douwstra, and Boordewier

ave filled their Classical appointmants there, they will investigate matters and then
eport to ﬁhe Rev. G. Broene to the end that a general offering may be taken for this.
urpose. i . '

¢/ a letter from Cincinnati, requesting Synod to cancel the $40.00 for School Assess-
eént, and further to give the Congregation release of such a payment for the period of

e year, since they are again desirous of calling a Minister. This'request'is granted.

/ From Qostfriesland: This Congregation had requested two Classical suppl?es. and these
re agreed to; and one had been fulfilled, but not the other. The Congregation requests
at the other be carried out. Classis I wa reports that the Rev. Bode was to have gone
ostfriesland,.but that he was detained by domestic problems. Now the matter had been
tled. The Synod; refers the Church to Classis Iowa.

. 65.'Cia$gis G;and Rapids: Is it in conformity with the Church Order that a person is
yond the realm of discipline of the Church, if such persons cancels his membership |
ile under censyre? The Synod remains by a previous decisions in the General Regulations,
ticle 65, "the Synod can take no further action concerning such a person since he is
outside the Church.

. 66. Classis Holland asks Synocd to express an opinion, in regard to a certain Mr. D.M.,
he may hold his child while presenting it for Baptism?_The circumstgnces of this are

t to light: Mr. D.M. at the age of 17, had carried on illicit relations with a young

y, and had been,by legal means,compelled to marry her. The alternative was a $500,00

e, or a term in the Jackson Prison.
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also infhrmed him, that if he married and did not live as man and wife, after
eitzzﬁngiriod of time, the marriage could be annulled. He followed this adviceland t?:
ve took place. The Consistory at V.... considers this union unlawful, and declares o
be Adultery. The person involved would make a confession to the Consistory and in public.
wife in the first marriage set-up married again, and later, D.M. also-married.



Fpom this union there was a child, and the question now is: May this father hold the
child when it is presented for Baptism? The Sunod considers the first marriage as a
legal marrlage, and asg a result of this he may not hols his child at Baptism.

Art. 67, Chassis Holland asks how Mrs. N.N.should be dealt with, the wife of Mr. N. who

states that she left her husband in the Netherlands because he committed adultery.

The Consistory had made inquiries from well-informed sources, where Mrs. N,N., had lived

with her husband prior to her leaving him., Everyone contacted there stated the above to

be the truth, altho it could not be proved positively. The discussion leads to this dec-

¢ lsion: That this woman, since she had left her husband without due process of law, and

© bad been accepted by the Church as a member, may retain that status; but the Consistory
‘shall do all within its power to see to it that the separation be made legal.

t. 68, The Synod considers the problem if it were not feasible, in view of the German
ongregations in our Church, to take steps toward supplying those Churches with German
astors. In regard to this matter the delegates from Classis Iowa are mandated to state
his: That the Synod appoint a Committee to ascertain how much advantage German Congre-
ations can receive from the Theological School at Veldhuizen, Graafschap, Bentheim,

he Synodical Committee is appointed for this. _
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Art. 69, Clissis Grand Raplids raises the question on an expeession in Art, 59 of the
General Fsgulationsviz., "In so far as you have learned and confessed thesel After discussing
his it is decided to let the matter stand as it is now expressed.

Art. 70. The delegates chosen to be present at the autumn session of the Classis Hacken-
ack, in October, 1883 are the Revs. v.d. Vries and Grsve.

Art, 71. The gquestion is asked if everyone could not come to a general understanding in
egard to the celebration of the holidays.
1 is thought to remain by a2 former decision.

Art. 72. In regard to the second Professor who has been called, it is necessary to state
he department in which he shall teach. The Curators shall declde this in conjunction with
he present professors.

t. ?3; Copies of the General Regulations and the Acts of Synod, as well as the Church
rder of Dordt, 1618-1619, and the five Articles against the Remonstrants, are still avail-
ble at \the Bookstore for only $.20 per copy.

rt. 74. The remarks of Farewell by the Fresident.

ince all matters\haVe been discussed and the sessions have come to an end, the Pres-
ent turns his thoughts to his assisting officers, the Professor of the Theo. School,
to all tﬁg delegates and addresses them thus:

¢y dear Brothefs; Since we have now ended our deliberations ---You are well aware of this-—-
find much cause for gratitude, but also many reasons for humility. Our thanks to God,
o0 called us to this Assembly and for the accomplishment of this great work.
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five days, he has granted us the strength and the mature deliberation for the comple~
on of this task., Many decisions have been made, which, if followed by the blessing of

e Lord, can redound to the honor and glory of his name, as well as to the welfare of the
rch. We could clearly feel that we were under the power of the Truth, and in the belief
e delivered to the Saints, The order at the Sessions and the love for the work were safe-
guarded as far as we know, altho opinions often differed. The Lord was in our midst, and
clearly showed that he stlll desired dealings with us. We have made marked progress

our work, which was shown in both our Theological School and in our Home Mission Work.
8y the Lord bless both these undertakings.

/a also have a speclal regard for each other. In the name of the Synod, I acknowledge my
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indebtedness to both my Clerk and his Assistant, for all the work they have com-

pleted with such care and diligence, and with so much patience. My thanks to the

Vice President who so faithfully stood at my side, and to the Professor for his valuable
advice and his additional assistance. The delegates are to be thamked for thelt work
their patience, their support, and their co-operation with me, their President, and this
includes all the other Brothers,tho they are not present at this late hour, for their
co-operation in minor matters thruout the sessions.

And yet, we find ample cause for humility in the tasks accomplished, and this humility
is especlally applicable to him, whom you have chosen as your President. It i3 not
necessary to take a chance with his weaknesses;he recognizes them all too well himself
¢ and you, no doubt also percleved them in passing. Since you have demonstrated your
long suffering toward him, he thus can more freely beg your pardon, if he inadverdently
has offerded anyone of you. Also with you the show of humility will not be entirely
lacking, since we must all be convinced that there was not always the necessary lucidity
in the arguments presented. The desirz to speak or to refraln from speech often went
beyond bounds; so that even during thie Sessions, it was made plain to us that we
showed ourselves fallible.

May the Lord forgive us our sins, cleanse us of all unrighteousness, and crown our
efforts with his blessings, and that in spite of our imperfections.

My Brothers, I now bid-you farewell. Return to those most dear to you, and to the Con-
gregations, entrusted to your care, as well as the many tasks that are yours in the
Lord's Klngdom. : -

Page 27.

May he bless you on your way, and ceuse you to bring in an abundant harvest, suitable -
for your divine Sender. May he--- our combined wish--~ often cause us to assemble here
for this very same purpose, with still a more abundant blessing. But should this not
be, and we are taken from this 1ife before the next session; may he then assemble

us in the Congregation of the righteous, before the throne of the Lord, and among the
number already purchased by his blood.

Art. ?5.#The Rev. Smidt now asks for the floor, since he has a matter he wishes to di-
vulge. At the beginning of the Sessions, he was welcomed by the President offiecially,

ut was nqt given an opportunity to respond at that time. He now, therefore, expresses

his grititude, gnd states that the words of welcomg,addressed to him by the President,

were firmly established by the consecuent actions of the delegates. He was uplifted

nd invigorated by the Sessions, and is very pleased to have been a part oi i..

aru.f? . The Synod will convene oﬁ the third of June, 1885, D.V, and the Sessions are
nded by.appropriate Closing Devotions by the President, the Rev. J.H.Vos.
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SUPPLEMENT 1

The Rgport of the Synodical Committee to the Synod of May 23, 1882, and the days
following. .

Brothers in the Lord:

¢ 1. Your Assembly during a previous sSession of our Church, had delegated the Révs.
Rietdijk and Boer to the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in the Netherlands.
Prafessor boer could not fulfill his task as a delegate, so his alternate, the Rev,
R.T.Kuiper went in his stead. The briathers, delegates had been requested to meet with
the College Professors and others, for the purpose of acquiring a Pastoer for Home
Mission work in our Church; and they were mandated to call such a party as soon as
possible, ,but all  attempts ended in failure. Upon their return, the Committee received

the following communication.

To the Synodical Committee of the Holland Christian Reformed Church in the United
‘States of North America.

Our dear Brothers in Christ,Greetings: The delegates sent to the Synod of the Chr.
Ref. Bhurch in the Netherlands, which was held in 1882, thru God's goodness arrived
safely, and.durlng our stay experienced both friendly and fraternal intercourse

in our contacts in and outside of the Synodical Sessions. Ths friendly spirit and
:purport, which were in evidence in the Church
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and in its inner growth and developmsnt, which the Lord had granted here,vere a truly
'satisfactory sight to our delegates. A report of their doings will be .in order at the
next Session of the Synod. One matter for your consideration, was the necessity of
calllng a Home Missiocnary. It is a well known fact that our last Synod was thoroly
convinced, of the need of a Home Missionary in the place of the Rev. T. Vanden Bosch,

Art. 65,: June, 1882.) The form of the Letter of “all was received by the delegates at

We are sorry to inform you that we, as delegates, could not decide on a candidate
1ltho w2 used the best means at our disposal to carry out the mandate of the Synod.

our delegates requested the opportunity to place the matter before the Professors

of the School at Eampen, which request was granted, that they submit a list of

ames of persons whom they thot suitable for the work., They promised to submit a list
t the earliest. opportunity. This was on the 12th of July. On the 6th of August, no
ist had been received. We also approached Ministers without stating the advantages

o out Church. What one person recommended, the other opposed. In the meantime one of
he delegates had become acquainted with the Rev. John of Hlackwall, So, Holland.

t last, we seemed to have found the suitable person., After considering him for a time,
e asked others what they thot of the Rev. Johm. When we serit a letter to the College
rofessors, they stated that they could recommend no one. We found out very little con-
erning the Rev. John since few seemed to know him. The time for the opening Session

f the Synod was appreacihing, and we had accomplished nothing. Many more parties were
ontacted, yet it did not feel as if we were prepared for calling anyone as a Home
ssionary. Now, you,rno doubt,ask what our opinion of the Rev. John was,

he qualities necessary for a Home MissiOnary, ard our judgment of the Reverend,
nclined us to give him a Call.

e was in the prime of 1life, approx1mately 40 years old, had a small family, two
¢hildren, thus four all told, and a German by birth. A knowledge of German would be a
vyaluable asset to him in his work among the German population in our Ehurch, and also
ong those from Opstfriesland, now living in the far West. He is gquick and very
‘suitable for work among our people, and proficient in both the German and Dutch
Janguages. Foe some time he labored as a Missionary among the Germans living in the
MNetherlands, and a few years ago joined the Chr. Ref. Church in the Netherlands.

= .
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nd that at decided to place the responsibility of a call in the hands of the delegates..f




e 19 now one of their Ministers and seems to stand firmly in the Netherlands Eccles-
astical Doctrine; was successful in a Church in Vlessingen, and is now blessed in his
abors at Blackwall, a Church which was practically"on the rocks™ but is now in a
ourishing condition. His community and his Classical colleagues speak well of him and
n general, he is respected and loved, and also has a good reputation.

The things which prevented us from calling him: 1/ Since there was no opportunity for
dnterviewing anyone else, We considered the interview of one prospective candidate not
nough. 2/ There was very little to judge him on since he had been in this charge so
hort a time. 3/ We femred that he might not be so suitable for the work there as he was
ht here. &4/ No one who knew him could tell too much about him. He was not a person
an to study. Should he labor in a Church, a2 change every two years would be advisable.
s was not in his favor, 5/ He stated to us that, at present, he would not consider a
1, tho how he became aware of this;we know not..

Therefore, since he had been in Blackwall so short a time, and was laborlng there

h good results, we considered it useless to call him. As a result of all this, we

ire that you ‘and the Home Mission Committec €onsider all this, and we hope that you
1 inform the Mission Fommittee of the above, and that you complete this project with
the necassary.co-operation, and may also speedily obtain the suitable person, as was

desire of the last Synod. May the

ge 31. |

itful labors of the Rev. T. Vanden Bosch be soon followed by a worthy successor, for
blessing to God's Kingdom on earth, and for a general Congregational rejolcing.

ru the watch care of the lord, we arrived safely in New York, on the twenty fourth of
ptember, after a journey of fifteen days. '

e Loed be thanked for his mercy, my fraternal greetings,
: Your brother in Christ,

terson, October 12, 1882, ‘L. Rietdijk.

our Committee was ordered by you to ascertain the state of health of the Rev. Baron,
iporarily emeritated and residing in Pella, Iowa. The Committee interviewed the Consistory
he Church at Pella, and submits a written report.

communiéhtion was recelved from some members of the f@ongregation at Ackley, protesting
nst the action of the Conslisteory and Claassis Iowa, which was brot to the attention

he Synod. :

1etﬁbr from Oostfriesland concerning a Classical supply by Classis ILows, promised
not fulfilled. '

written correspondence has been maintained by the Committee with corresponding Churches.
[ ] B

r Committee informs the Synod that according to a remark by Mr. Garveling, there is a

graphical error in the papers of Incorporation of the Church, which was not present in

copy of the Imcorporation which the Classis had recelved. In the copy the werd

perty¥appears,:yet in the printed form the word reads "proper! The Committee in con-

tion with both the Holland and Grand Rapids Classks, entrusted Mr. Garveling with the

of seeing to it that thie error be removed by the State. : :
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the House and the Senate at Lansing joined in rectifying this error,and thus it was
ected to the satisfaction of all concerned.

eeing that Mr. Garveling has undertaken the task of investigating the Laws regard-
Church Incorporation.gf other States viz. New Jersey, Ohio, Illineis, Kansas, Nebraska,
Dakota, in which States Congregations can be so organized that the property 1is so
guarded by a two thirds majority of the members of a church; the Committee and the
tees thot it expedient and proper to present a short report at the Assembly. |
ray that the Lord may be in your midst, guided by the grace ard 1light of the Holy Spirit.
‘ The Committee, '
W.H.Frieling, Gr. Rapids; R.T. Kuiper, Graafschap; G. Hemkes, Vriesland, May, 1883, ,



SUPPLEMENT II

Following a decision of Classis Grand Rapids, of the Holland Christian Reformed Church
of America, held on Nov, 1, 1882, in conjunction with a Committee of Classis Hollard, of the
isame Church, which stated that a Meeting,with some delezates of the Dutch Reformed Church
idealing with their union with the Christlan Reformed Church, for which they petitioned, was
ito be held. _

HE MIETING HELD AT GRAND RAPIDS,MICHIGAN ON THTl14TH OF NOVEMBER, 1882,

t.t. Representatives from the Classis at Grand Rapids:
The Revs. Vos, Noordewier, and vander Vries, with Elder Gelock.,
From Classis Holland:
The Revs, Hemkes, v.d.Werp, Kuiper, with Elder Heyboer.
Petitioning Delegates:
The Revs. Duiker, Hulst, Elders Lahuls, Lanning, Meidema.
{The Revs. are delegates from Grand Rapids, the Elders,from Zeeland, Drenthe, and
Montague, in the same order)

2, At a2 motion by the Rev, Kulper, the Rev., J. H., Vos is chosen as President, He
cepts thisstask and ppens the Meeting with devotions.

E. 3. At the suggestion of the President, the Rev. Kuiper is to act as the Clerk.
accepts this task and is seated.

t. 4, Since the Rev. Boer was teaching in the Callege Classroom, the meeting is held in
e Consistory room of the Church.

5 The Rev, L.J.Hulst now rises and stated that he and his colleague desired this
eting, as ths result of the assembly of eight seceding Reformed Churches, which assembly
5 held in Grand RApids on the 26th of October, and at which session six Churches decided
oin the [Christian Reformed Church; that they knew very well how the Church had arranged
ccept efitire Congregations into its midst, but up te this time they had dealt together,
now they wished to join in a body; also the had copies of the manner in which they

gshed to join; all these having been discussed in a meeting in CGrand Rapids.

34.

e were found to be satisfactory and thus they were now applying for admission to the
sical ‘Committees The Rev. Hulst states that possibly due to a misunderstanding, one of
six, East Saugatuck,or Fij}naard had dropped out and had joined Classis Holland. But the
gates of the other five Congregations had met this morning once more and all were still
avor off the deC151on made at Grand HAven, and now wish to bring this desire to fruition.
Reverend now presents his reasons as follows;

B ARTICLES OF UNION

e the undersigned asg leaders of the Congregations which have recently left the

rmed Church, and for reasons well known, present ousselves herewith in order to effect a
n with the Holland Christian Reformed Church, and for the following reasons.

/ The Netherlands Confession, the Heidelburg Catechism, and the Church Order of Dordt,
» 1619, are standards accepted by both Churches; the liturgy and the Church Brder of
t, followed by the Christian Reformed Church of the Netherlands, regulate the usage in
of our Churches. Thus in this we are one.

/ Your earlier departure in the eyes of some of us, was a sign of imperfection, and a
er stay by us,in your Church was lookdd upon with dlsfavor by some. We wish to forget the
- and wish to consider only the future, and from now on refuse to mention anything which
one before.

? Naturally there are here and there minute dlfferences in the form and manner of doing
gs, and we propose what 31l these which are not of a fundamental nature in connectlon

our union, be left to the individual Churches for their own decision,



No doubt, time wlll eventually erase these differences.

d/ In the places where we both have churches and where the Church can support a Minister,

. there those Congregations will continue as two Congregations, two members of one body,
4. and where one of two Churches has unattached members, there they should be asked to join

{ ' the original Congregation.

ITMy dear HBrothers: We have presented these Articles to our Congregations, and they have
been sanctioned and accepted by them,
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to be united with you in one body. We hope you are as pleased with our petition, as we
shall be if we are accepted by you. This petition needs only the acceptance by your Ch
Church, for,adfter atl are:we.really not all one, unless we choose some other type of

Thls petition has been delivered this day by the Congregations- Coldbrook, Grand Haven,
Zeeland, Drenthe, Montague.

Art. 6. After hearing:the desires.and.the proposals. of .the Brothers, the. Classical
Gommittee.deems it expedient to meet and to discuss the petition, and to consider to what

tent they, may proceed in the granting of the request,

Art. 7. Since the Classroom in the College area is now available, the members of the
Committee assemble there, while the other brothers remain in the Consistaory room of the
Church. This was more conducive toward a prayerful attitude, and a more secluded area
for the consideration of so important and weighty a matter.

t. 8. Both Committees now, being advised by Professor Boer and the Rev, Schut, hold
serious discussion, which shows that all understand the situation thoroly, but they did
t consider am immediate acceptanc: as the course of action which had to be followed

so important a matter.

cause, |
a/ Some ‘of the Brothers were of the opinion that the five Churches could be accepted

cording %o the rfules formulated by the Synod of this year, since one could either give
answer or a doubtful one, if the acceptance were not according to these rules; and
at in deviating from these prescribed rules, it would be very difficult to convince

le Congregations of our Church, if any other course were followed. Thus they would
,adly . see that the Brothers in their decisions remain by the Synodical rules; and fail-
g in this they would rather see the decision postponed until the next Synodical gather-
g, forua more favorable conclusion of the matter or an official sanction on the

‘.tions of the Brothers,.
o/ ot hers thought that the Committee had the right to

. ¥,
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al with the brothers and end the matter at once,since the circumstances were different,

ycause the Brothers who desired the union, did not petition as separate Congregations,

3. the Synod had:designated by their decision; but these Congregations now wished to

3in in a body, for which the Synod had made ne provision, and thus no rule could be brow-
Ne

n fact che Committee pictured itself as sitting as a Synod, and weighing the petition

ifore it, and that no mistake would be made in accepting the petition of the Brothers,
the Committee felt that it was acting in the spirit of the Synod, considering that

facts were different, if the orinciple matter were kept in mind, and if the truth

il the welfare of the Church would not come out on' the short end.

/ After much discussion in which all had taken part, an agresment was finally reached.

hat: 1/ the Brothers be questioned why their Congregations could not have decided to

fin according to the rules laid down by the Synod of this year.
2/ and in case these reasons are found to be satisfactory, then we shall again =

et as a Committee, for the purpose of discussing and judging if they could be accepted

'n some other way.



| Art. 9. The Brothers were summoned. They had been joined by a Mr. Keppel from Holland,

by B. Veneklassen from Zeeland, P. Koster from Coldbrook, H. Herrema, E.Saugatuck, and

441l enter and are seated. Mr. Keppel states that he is not a delegate from the Session
theld in Grand Haven, on October 26, nor is he a delegate from Holland, but he has omly

ome out of interest in the. proceedings. He asks if this is satisfactory to the Cammittee?
o one sees any obJection to his presence, but it rather gives the Committee pleasure

o0 have him and the other brothers present and they are welcomed.

THe Prssident now puts the question labellad Article 8,c,’ to those petitioning.

The Rev, Hulst takes the floor and r=plies that it was not because of any
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jection to the contents of the six auestions, which should have been the rule in an ;
ective union, but because one knew that the representation, which according to Synod- ;
1 decision, had to be effected at the beginning of the consideration of the uniom, !
d otherwise have seemed strange and ‘likewlse opposed by many of them.

r example, On the two previous Sundays it had been announced at both services, and at
time the members questioned each other whether this one or that one, naming elders,

e now recognized as legal office bearers in the Church, etc. One noticed that a few took
ense at this, and it was feared that some would remain behind, and since it was consider-
that this objection was only due to a formality, in which there were some things that

d be overlooked they had presented it somewhat differently, they thought, without

éenlng the principle matter.

t. 10. Another period of discussion follows, and it now appears that some of the five
ngrzgations represented were not fully prepared to complete matters on this day and to
ing the union into being. This causes a motion to be made to meet again as a Committiee.

a/ Must this matter be postponed tntil the Synodical Session of the next year?

b/ Shall we proceed in the manner stipulated?
second qroposal is accepted and the Brothers are asked to return.

e 12. Aftgr the Brothers had seated themselves, the president states that the Committee
s to continue to deal with them, and with this, keeping in mind the Synodical decision
he Session of April 26 of this year. The President now asks the delegates if they

t to the six questions, formulated in the Synodical Session of this year?
elegates answer that they have no objeztions te any of the questions. Then the President

eéchthestion separately,
38i _ \“ . "-‘.\‘

, 5
these are-answered satisfactorily oy the Committee.

er audibily and the others nod assent.
\ - .

13. It is also brot up that the decision of acceptance must proceed according to

cle 82 of the“Synodlcal Regulations, in regard to Ministers from other denominations

ish to join with us, and especially in .regard to those who formerly served in our Church
These Articles are now read, and it is now decided.

/ That the Brothers,delegates,return to their Congregations and explain to their Con--

gations the points on which there is agreement, and make an effort to bring them to the

eptance of these polnts, and that the Consistories can again deal with theit Committee

that the delegates receive formal mandates from their Consistories, and then meet -

again with the Classical Committee at Grand Rapids, on the second Tuesday in December.

should settle matters once and for all.

The Revs. Hulst and Duiker

. 14, The delegate from Montague, Flder Meidema, requests that the Church there send
the decision, due to the distance from Grand Rapids. The Committee sanctions this.

meeting id adjourned with devotions by the Rev. R.T.Kuiper.
J.H.Vos, Pres.
R.T.Koiper, Clerk
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lollowing the regulations in the Meeting of the Committees of Classes Holland and Grand
lapids wlth the delegates from the Reformed Church, wishing to umite with our Church, see

ghe Minutes of Art.... 14of November last, meeting in Grand Rdpids, as formerly, on Dec.
2, 1882 .
’ .

te 1, The Committees consisted of the same members from the Classes Holland and Grand
plds as those who assembled formerly, The delegates from the five Congregations were:
E The Rev. R. Duiker and Elder M. Visser from Grand Haven

The Rev, L.J. Hulst and %lder J. Kasten from Coldbrpok

Elders Lahuis and Veneklassen from Zeeland

Tlder a Lanning from Drenthe, (without Mandate)

A letter from Montague. ‘

2. This session is considered a continuation of the previous session; therefore the
officers shall preside.

3. Since Brother Lanning was not present at the previous session, and since he had
andate, this created some difficulty, and the question arose whether he could be

ed or not.. After his explanation of what had occurred in his Congregation, which was
rmed by others, namel¥ that his Church had recently been organized under State law, and
r the same :namg¢, on the 4th of December, and that a formal mandate had been impossible,
‘to funeral services on the previous day; the Brother is recognized as a lawful delegate,

the Congregation of Drenthe,being taken at his word.

4, The letter from the Lonsistory at Montague, containing a statement of complete
ement, with all that had transpired at the previous Session, and containing a request
cceptance by the Holland Chr. Ref, Church, was received as information,

' 5. The Minutes of the previous Session were read and accepted,

¢
[
t

6. The question is now put to the Brothers if they have dealt with their Congregations
ding to the decisions of the previous Session of the Committees. From the answers it
ppeared; .

a/ that either the Clerk or the delegates had erred: the Clerk had sent coples of the
uestions from the Synodical Regutrations, according to Article 13, to each of the five
egations, so that the oninions of the Congregations might be ascertained. Most of
elegates had not understood this; but since it had occurred thus, they had dealt with
cordingly, and‘the Congregations, on the whole were tractable }n accgftigg them.

b/ Two places were called to mind concerning the expression o questlon 7,

ng into considerationthe Synodical Regulations of the Holland Christian Reformed

ch in America" Some considered that this might be misinterpreted, for example the
hration of tﬁg second Holiday, or something to that effect, which could not be proved
he Word of God, This was explained satisfactorily, however, by stating that the
bration of the\second Holiday was a matter of one's own volition; and should there

hv other matter not in accordance with God's Word in the Reformed Confession, rest
red that all that had to be done was to point this out, and it would be rectified at
next Sesston of the Synod,

The Brothers accept this explanation, and state that there is nothimg else to prevent
from petitioning for admission.They now state that they wish to be accepted by the

and Christian Reformed Church and become a part of it.

7. By mutual agreement on the precepts of the previous Session, it is decided with
imous vote, and then announced that th union of the five Churches at Grand Haven,
and, Coldbrook, Drenthe, and Montague, is at this moment brought into being.
President now announces the decision to the Brothers, Delegates, and welcomes them
'the ecclesiastical union with the Lord's blessing and an added wish that they

t be also a blessing to each other.
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t. 8. The delegates from Zeeland inform the Committee that for some tima past they have
been making an attempt to call a Minister, and they are in need of a Counsellor at once and
quest that one be made available. The Committee felt that it could not supply them with a
permanent Counsellor, since that was really a matter for Classis Holland to decide.

wever since the request was for an immediate need, tne Committee agreed that the Rev. Hulst
should act in that capacity.

t. 9. The Committee now adjourns until 2:00 P.M., at which time it will reconvene and
estion the Ministers, the Revs. Hulst and Duiker,

« 10, Interim Devotions.

L. . Accordint to Article 82 of the Synodical Regulations concerning Ministers petition-
for adm1551on to the Church from other denominations, the following procedure is in effect,
a/ First questions are put to them to explain their stand on certain points of Christian
trine; naturally more out of form than out of necessity, sihce both men have aged and

wn gray in the service of the Church.

Additional questions are addressed to the Rev. Duiker, why he, the minister of the W.H.
ormed Church in America, had left the Church in 1872 for the Reformed Church, and now
leaving that Church to join the Holland Christian Raformed Church,

The Reverend sought to explain and justify his actions, stating that circumstances made

impossible to remain in Grand Rapids at that time., The Committee judged that he should -
ve stayed in either case. It was pleased, however with the explanation of the Brother.
" I confess,that in my earlier feelings in regard to the Dutch Reformed Church, I was
ry.much disappointed; yet I returned to that Church which I thought I once had to leave
which,upon reflectind certainly had the right of existing.”

The Committee was satisfied with the statements of both men, and the explanations of t
Rev, Duiker, and they are now recognized as co-laborers in the work of spresding the
pel in the Holland Christian Reformed Church. The are welcomed into the Church by the
sident, wlith a wish for the Lord's indespensible blessing.

t. 12, ﬂow that a1l the necessary work had been completed, the Rev. L.J.Hulst ends this

sion with! ‘prayer.
B . J.H.Vos, Pres.
) R.T.Kuiper, Clerk.

opy of the letter following the conclusion of Art. 13.
he hanorable Brothers, the Consistories of the Reformed Congregations..e:seess

ear_ Brothers, Greetings:
owing a promlse\to Brother Lanning at our meeting in Grand Fapids, on November 14, last

nd you now, on the reverse side, pertinent guestions, in our Sgnodical decision, for
infonmation.

stions "a,b,d,e," seem to pass without any further explanation, and can readily be

ered by each Consistory'member.

tion "c" might requirpe some thought, if each one of you could immediately accept the Gen-
Regulations. These are obtdinable at "Hulswits in Grand Rapids. In general, they are
similar to thise of the Christian Reformed Church of the Netherlands, so that no one

ias the goodwill of these at heart, should find no objection to them.

' 15 found in part "f" signing the Articles of Confession, always was and still is

R.T.Xuiper
fhe Articles of union from the report of 1882, are also included.



;& The Report eof the Delegates to the Christian Reformed Synod in the Hatherlands
T in 1883,

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in America, of M#y 23, 1883
held at [0Orand Rapids, Michigan.

Our dear Brothers in the Lord, May Blessing and Peace be added unto you,

In answer to an invitation from the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, in .the
Netherlands, our Synod chose two persons, as delegates from our Synodical Assembly.
A1l of us were spared during the interim, and in 1882 the delegates were sent with
the necessary mandates, credentials, and things to be accomplished, and now at this
writing, all has been comvleted.

The honor of being chosen to carry out this task, gave us truly thankful hearts.
But the tasks assigned to us, and the work which had to be accomplished, welighty
matters and extensive, and being cognizant of our limitations and capabilities, as well
as the farewells of our loved ones and our Congregations; all these matters in connect-
ion with our mission, nearly caused us to exclaim, "Send not us, but others,!...
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those who @an better answer to the demands which have been made on us?
Therefore, not without diffidence did we accept the tasks assigned to us, with our eyes
cast on the Lord, drawing on his strength and relying on his promises, and urged on by
backing of our Syned, as well as by the prayers of the Church; we began our Atlantic
crossing, after the necessary preparations had been completed, and the farewells had
been taken from our Congregations, accompained by some of our dear friends, who
~accompahled us to the docks, we set sail on the twenty second of June,1882, boarding
.the "Edam" of the Holland American Line; a line which we can wholeheartedly recommend

' to any friends wishing to make a trip to the Netherlands.

It was a memorable occasion for us to be accompained to the dock by our friends and
ear ones, a last farewell, but with a silent hope that we would safely return to them
ne day, ahd in cherishing this hope, we were not disappointed.

May the! Lord be praised! He had heard our prayers and those uttered in our behalf.
After an uﬁeventful and peaceful voyage of thirteen days, we arrived at our destination,
Aristerdam, ‘'on a Friday morning.

While at sea, we could return thanks to the Lord: the great expanse of watey, the
moothness in sailing with ideal weather, the fellowship with other passengers; all these
n addition to the prayers for our preservation and our guidance, touched our very
earts, "

One thing was disappointing to us, no worship services were permitted on the boata of
his Line. That was deplorable. Would that this could be changed so that the Lord could
e served on sea as well as on land. This,the land of our birth, the land where we were
radled, and. first saw the light of day, where our first precepts in matters pertaining
o the Lord were learned, the land in which the Lord had guarded us with his watch care
nd also demonstrated to us in times without number, his wonders and his might, the
and which we had left for shorter oz longer periods of time, which we now anticipated
visiting, and on which we hoped to tread again, and finally having done so; all this led
s to exclaim, "0 Lord, thou hath made thy beneficence_to us most great....
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0 great, in fact, that we cannot recount %t..,

Our first meeting was at the home of the honorable brother P. Kaptien, at Amstleben,
fnd was most heart warming, Christlike,and fraternal. And this was not only true at our
kirst visit, but also the case when we departed, and cialling him and his family together
e stated that we could never repay them for their hospitality, but prayed to the Lord
hat he reward them, for the love which they had shown us in his name.

. Greeting the brothers and sisters and all the friends in the Fatherland, causes us to
sbate only that we were received with affection and sheltered with care, May the Lord
less them all for their thotfulness and their kindnesses to us. :



‘| But no more of this: Your honorable Assembly is anxious to know, and rightly so, how well

. we carrled out the tasks assigned to us, while we were there. We are anxious to serve you

:ﬁ and shall be brief, orderly,and concise, in giving you this report.

1 One mandate of the Syned was: To call a man suitable for Home Mission work, for the Churt
- (See Art. 65, Min, 1882) At the earliest possible moment, we contacted the honorable Faculty
of the University of Kampen, informing them of our desires, and asking for their advice.

We arrived in Kampen on July 12th, while the Curators were conducting their Sxaminations.

We were warmly received by both Curators and Professors. We met with the Professors and

made our wishes known, stating the reason for our visit. We told them of our Mandate, as
per Art. 65, and added that it would be very desirable for us to obtain a Missionary from
the Netherlands, for the continuation of our Home Mission work., After a general discussion,
and all the gquestions had been ansWered, they stated that the Fanulty would consider the
matter, and revort to us at their earliest convenience
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and present us with a list of desirable prospects of both ministers and students. we thanked
them and demarted, and awalted a speedy reply, appreciating all they promised to do for us.
In addition, we decided to explore the possibilities of finding prospects on our own. By -
the end of July we had had no letter from the Professors. At the end of the month we
received a copy of the "Letter of Call" from our Synod. In the meantime some interested
parties had'hade recommendations to us. We also decided to send a letter to the Facuity,
asking them for the list they had promised, and we asked them at the same time if they
could recommend the person whose name we had submitted in the letter, The reply was that
since the vacation period had begun, the Faculty had scattered, and thus there was not ample
time for answering our request., And,therefor=,all this had come to naught.

Nor could they recommend the party we mentioned, since he was unknown to them.
Thus the time had come for the Synod to convene. A month had elapsed and nothing had been
accomplished. During the Sessions we again made our requests known but to no avail,

It grieved us that all our attempts had been fruitless, since we considered the need of a
Home Missionary of primary importance, and thus we decided to inform the Synodical Committee
immediately upon our return, and requested them to meet with the Missionary Committee and |
if at all possible, to call someone for this work, either here or the brother whom we -
mentioned in the Netherlands. To this we received no reply.

To strquthe the fellowship with our brothers, to acquaint our selves more completely
with their Church life, to bind and strengthen our ecclesiastical fellowship...

€
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with the,Church of the Netherlands and with our own; this was also a part of our mandate, |
while we\Were here. That our ecclesiastical existence in America is noc considered by all
on the same level, is a well known fact to us. Nevertheless we can freely state, that in '
general, we were‘'received and treated with Christian goodwill and affection. The close
bonds of eéc}esia%tical intercourse and a heartfelt union with us on a religlous basis 1s
becoming more. clear, and is being more clearly comorzhended by many persons, and in many
'spheres., Some persons became more Sympathetic, others were enlightened, €onditions which
‘were not lucid previously, are now very plain, and these have made for a clearer conception
of our religious existence. It is not necessary to name names, or to relate.circumstances
.as they would be of benefit to no one. The moment we arrived, we made it our chief concern:
to become acquainted witH Ministers and members of the Christian Reformed Church, and in :
this, we trust, we were successful. After our meeting with the Professors, which has been
mentioned previously, we Judged it possible, since the Synod would not convene until the :
15th of August, to accomplish the task assigned to us more easily by visiting our friends |
nd others whom we knew, and thru them contact Ministers and Tlders and the members of .
various Congregatinmns. Conversations were not difficult to carry on in this respect, since |
.3Veryone was eager to hear about America, which resulted in a better knowledge of our )
country,and made for a better understanding, and a closer union. We had plannad to hear 1
many sermons, but, in this, we were disippointed, since wherever we came , the question i
was, "™what does the Soirit of America say to the Congregations?™ To use our talents for ¢
‘Sod's Kingdom, and to apply them is our calling, and therefore wherever opgportunity pre-
‘sented itself ---many were dlsappointed--- we delivered sermons thruout the Netherlands,
.and Wwe trust our work was blessed, since we often noticed nods of assent and approval. %




' And altho thousands of miles of land and water separated us, nevertheless we did not feel
‘like strangers in omr intercourse with the brothers in the Vetherlands, and we felt at the

- same time that the feeling was mutual.
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Cne confession, one Doctrine, one hope and love; these were noticed repeatedly, and the
result was that in one or two services in one or two Churches, we preached from the day of
| our arrival until the time of our departure. Without a doubt, bonds were strengthened.

Many are prepared upon their arrival in America to unite with our Church. Whenever possible
we polnted to the feasibility and need of locating in areas where there were churches, or
where whole new 3ections were opening up, and to 1nclude in their groups, capable and God-fear
ing men; or tb prepare men and ministers or candidates, so that they could come with organized
groups, and settle in the chosen areas with them, asking the blessing of the Lord on their 5
oroject, as this would be very benmeficial in the preservation of the Faith, remaining in it,
and propagating it thruout the generations. It is not an obscure fact that the Lord's
blassing has bszen visible and rested on the preaching of the Word, since the founding of
the Church in the Netherlands in 1834. She stands as a witnes to the Truth in our Fatherland.
She spreads out her branches as a tree, for untold distances, planted by the Lord, and even
beyond the vast expanse of the ocean. Her influence 1s felt in the sphera of Church 1life,
Social lifa ie benefitted by it. She upholds the Truth in political spheres, so that unbelief
finds a strong opponent in its existence. May the Lord caues her to be victorious over all '

\
\
|

unbelief, and in erring ecclesiastical nolitices, which is such a hinderance to the advance=-
ment of God's Kingdom. As it touches the heart of the Church, and the work of the Lord, and
the work of those who love the Church, it will show in how much thephave for the Church.
Theological Schools, parochial schools, Christian Schools, church buildings and varsonages, !
and funds for the support of these, and pastoral suoport in addition; all these are well- j
known signs that one loves the Lord and the Truth, and that one shares in its glorious growth;
Their zeal is never lessened, their unity is shown in larger and smaller Assemblies. The i
Netherlands Chr. Ref. Church has an inner worth; she has an expanding influence; she carries |
he blessing of the Lord upon her work, Shs has an established and well-organized Theological
chool wlth 80 100 students, a faculty of 8, two of whom have grown old in the work of the
rd ard hls*Church others of middle age, while still others still enjoy the blessing and s !
trength of youth. As to her existence and present status, this is expressed in Supplements
hree and four of the Acts, the Synod of Zwolle, 1882..
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nd we ¢an do no more than point your Assembly to these, since they are both plain and
cceptable\and have been accepted by the Synod. A satisfactory order of affairs is maintaine
s well as a thorough training in the work of the Gospel. Everyonec present at the EXamination
as become thoroughly convinced ‘of this matter. Clinging to the only true Doctrine, which
eads to godliness;:that is the one alm of the Theological School at Kampen. Her effective-
ess is increased thru the work of three Professors, men with unlimited knowledge, in great
rnest and uod-fearing. The Church in the Netherlands rejolces because of this fact.

e have reasons to be thankful for the blessings of the Lord that are bestowed upon them.

he can function as a patron saint, 3as it were, since she has already contributed so much to
ur religious 1life; the frult of her continued existence, building on the same foundations;

e will ever be a greater blessing to us,,we hope. There is a strong bond of union between
urch and School, as, indeed, there should be, so that each i1s a blessing to the other.

nd this united cooperation is a blessing, which can be clearly seen.

The Church of Christ on earth is a Church militant, and in a state of imperfection, but

e nevertheless strives towards perfection, as can be seen by the Synodical Sessions of the|
urch. The Sessions of their Synod began on the 15th of August and came to an end on the |
th, 1882. To represent the Holland Chr. Ref. Church of America, was a part of the task plac
von us, and redlly the most important part. After visiting many Congregations, as has alreaq
en stated, your delegates travelled to Zwolle, Province of Overilesel, on August 14, to be
resent at the prayer service, and the preaching of a sermon by the Vice-President of the :
revious Synod., In this beautiful, spacious Church, a great number of the inhabitants of the:
ity had assembled, also delegates from home Churches and from foreign lamds,Professors and
tudents, In connection with a text from the Acts, we listened to a discourse on the "Law"
/ its Holy dharacter, 2/ its purpose, and3}/ the r~wrvose of the Synod.

th a powerful closing prayer and the singing of a Psalm the Services came to an end. i
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and each one turned his steps homeward, meditating on the message and what he had
hears, and pondering on the work of the following day, when the sessions should begin.
It was a most enjoyable occasion for us to have bsen prasent, witnesses of the good
work which the Lord had done in Zwolle. The Church is located in an ideal section of the
city, with very pleasant surroundings. The speaker made mention of the fact, that the
progress of this Congregation, is an example of what the Lord has done for it, and what
he has been for it since the Sessions of the Syned twenty eight years previous to this
which for either a delegate or a spectator could mean no less than a humble gratitude
;$ to the Lord, Our lodging was well provided for, and we were treated with every courtesy,
‘I remaining in Zwolle the entire lenght of time of the Sessions.

The Sessions opened on the 15 th of August, with the retiring President in Bharge.
He delivered a timely discourse, and after the singing of a Psalm, uttered a powerful
prayer. There were four delegates, two Ministers and two elders from each Province of
the Netherlands. The Seminary and the Missionary facultles were present, as well as
delegates from Scotland, Germany, Belgium, Oostfriesland, Prussia, and we from America.
We were seated, {Arts. 9,10 of the Minutes) and a short greeting and appropriate remarks
were addressed to us,"Welcome into our midst, Brothers.”

To mention the fact that we were moved by the responsibility which had been placed
upon us, and that we turned to the Lord to supply all of our needs, nead not be mentioned
here, but i © you can very well surmise that in this we felt our weakness in our task
as delegates of the Sesslons, where gifted men with great capabilities and many talents
were present, at whose feet we would gladly have reclined for instruction.

Te mention minor details i1s not the pirpose of this report, as that wonld make for
much less interest and become boring; nor can we report on all the work of the Synod.
Therefore we refer you to the printed copy of the Acts of the Synod.
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You will probably ask," What was the attitude and the spirit of the Synod while it was
at work?" The Answer is this: It was an Assembly where love held sway, because in the
- most delicate matters, a spirit of love pervaded the sessions, and a constantl striving
f the delegates to continue to work in a fraternal spirit. Love for the Truth and for
he Confessiens of Faith can be noted from the decisions which were made by the delegates.
here was a spirit of unity, a striving for the Truth in the discussion of the Baptismal
question; and in any other points of Doctrins, they clung to the immovable Confession
hich had been formulated and since maintained.

Matters of a more personal interest to the Church, the school and the Professors,
he unity in the choice of three professors and matters connected with this, which had
o be carried on with great care, with an earnest attitude and in trust; these matters
ere so carried out from beginning to end that a spirit of complete unity was prevelant,
and this was the case 1n the treating of minor matters as well, and especillly those
ertaining to .the eccleSLastlcal life of the Church., Reasons _or & discussion of matters
hat once seemed of vital importance, and of party differences, these had no place in the
essiona at all; There was one characteristic among the delegates and that was the
rdent love for the truth, on one foundation, and for a most wonderful purpose, the
sxaltation of the 'name of the Lord, advancing and spreading the Kingdom of Christ, the
rue doctrine and the unity among his believers, and a hope for those who acquire this
ost precious belief, 'The general opinion was, "Unity has never been present in a more
owerful way than at the Sessions of the Synod of 1882," May her unity and power con-
inue to increase here below, since ths weaknesses in the best efforts in God's Church
\lre always noticeable, yet the Church is capable of much more, and a continual progress
n Christian unity should be her goal, until she experiences it in perfection and in glory.
Everything was done in order. Ample opportunity was given the delegates for periods of
relaxation, after strenuous haurs of exhausting work, when one becomss too tired to
poly one's self to matters on hand. Aperiod of rest gives one an opportunity to re-
rapture his strength, which, in passing, is an-excellent suggestion for our Sessions.
Ath anticipation, you. no doubt, are awaiting the report on what we both did and said
here. We can quickly satisfy you on this point, and first wish to state that we have

carriad on in such a way
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that both the Synod and the entire Church may say," Cur delegates to the Netherlands have

done what they could” taking into account our failings., An opportunity is given to the

delegates from forelgn countriss, namely thoss with the same fundamentals as the Neth-

a2rlands Churches,~-from others she accepts no delegates-- to state the needs and the

condition of the Churches, the ecclesiastical status, the struggles, the blessings it
enjoys and so forth. We were given this oprortunity on August 17. A number of interested

listensrs were present, to hear what the delsgates from a foreign country had to say

to the Synod, and also -o learn all they could about the Rolland Christian Reformed
Church in America, and we were prepared to inform them of these things. Bo doubt,

ths interest was great, as we told of the growth and the present status of the Church,

its struggles, its hopes, and the future of it in America. The older delegate was

given the opportunity to take the floor first. To mention other Chnrches in America or
even the Reformed Church, we considered unwiss. It was not expedient to degrade

another Church-in order to exalt our own. This was not our task.

We told of our ecclesiastical existence, of the beginnings of the Church, its reasons
for existing, the present condition of the Church, of its growth, and as far as we could
ascertain of its futurs., We also stated that our existznce was the expression of our unity
and our heartfelt devotion of our Church for the Church of the Netherlands, feeling

-bound to her and considering her as a Mother Church. Being one in Doctrime, discipline
and Church rule, and worship, we stated that we were willing té impart any information
on suvh points as required more light by the Synod and to give this according to our
best knowledge and ability, if something were demanded that our Church had not had in

~mind by our coming. The words which we spoke are recorded in the Minutes of the
Sessions of 1882, Netherlands Church papers also printed our speeches in them, which
the "Wachter® reprinted in its Sept. 28 copy, a very lucid account of what was said
by us. {See also pp. 45-50 in the Minutes of the Acts of 1882)

53 Professor Brummelkamp addressed us with appropriate words. The gist of his remarks
is as follows:{See Art., 63 of the Minutes) He stated that the brothers that are so
closely joined to us, ars to receive a double welcome. No one present considered them
of minor importance. Because of their great distance from America, it was difficult to
form an opinion of their existence, and they can very well understand this. In their
presence here as delegates, we have accepted thzir Church; and has this been done previ-

ously, nevertheless we do it again. Referring to our remarks, to the necessary union,
to the disputed freedom, he ends his heartwarming remarks in a spirit of affection,

We issued an invitation to them to send a drlsgate to our Synod, which they felt
could not be accepted because of the expense connected with it. But should a Minister
from their denomination be visiting friends in America, they would gladly supply him
with the'credentials needed by a representative. As we promisesd, we explained peinks
on which more information was desired. We did this to the best of our knowledge and
ability. ({See Minutes, Art. 85)

Listening to the reports of the other delegates was most interesting, since we
obtained z much bétter understanding of their problems, and we were convinced that our
God guarded those Churches with his faithful watch care as well as he did ours.

There was no delegate present from the Reformed Church in America, but a letter was read
from Dr. Van Cleef. As a result of this, the question of Free-Masonry was brot up, and
in this connection the ecclesiastical condition of the Church. The letter passed over this
very lightly, and convinced the Synod more and more that a further discussion and more
writing on this was necessary. A lengthy discussion followed on this, and the matter was
most carefully considered,

The Synod was convinced that from a Christological point of view, Free Masonry could
not exist, but that it rather rests on a cosmeopolitical point of view., The Synod decided
to send a letter to the Synod of the Reformed Church, warning them in a fraternal way to
eradicate this evil from theilr midst. To express her opposition to Free Masonry in the
Church,and to declare in her high calling no opposition to it, in these circumstances
she thereby declares that the world has besn taken intc the Church. She shall take
steps to remove this evil from her midst now at ence and forever.
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(See Art. 123,23 Art. 124;abso Art. 131, for a copy of this material)

The 3ynod considered this a delicate problem, and their divine calling for God and the
Church, to call attention to this matter, and at a glance demonstrated their care, their
wisdom and their falthfulncss, in thus discharging their duty. Our secession from the
Reformed Church in Americs thus became more understandable, and the mistake made in the
first union with the Reformed Church, is now realized to a gresat extent, as was shown
by what was said about the conditions in America; but it is also shown from the answers
‘that certain other brothers, ministers stated, who had left that Church and were inde-
pendent for a time, and have now joined with us and sent by the Synod.

; In the most delicate matters of discipline, and personal problems especially; the Synod
dealt with these in Committees. No one had access to these Committee meetings who was not
:a bonafide delegate to the Synod. Nominating Professors was done in this way. But when the
Synod met in general sessions anyone had access to the meetings, and men and women in large

numbers attended the sessions and were interested in the affairs of the Church.

The preservation of good order was of an especial care to them, and for this see Art. 71

of the Minutes. Good order and speed in the work were noticeable thruout the sessions.

we might well copy this.

Weighty matters are in reports and thus handled by the Sunod. This report does not
mention their domestic matters, and those of no interest to us are not mentioned by us.

The form of the Agenda can very well be a pattern for ours, nor need it be so elaborate,

nor so costly, yet there is a need for a better format., T"e Foreign Mission Committee

held its sessionxz on the evening of August 21, Your younger delegate was present at this
meeting, and was seated by the Committee. Mission reports were read, the condition of the
two missionaries, Brothers Haan and Belfos, were discussed. Brother Huizing was also present.
His return to the section of Asia where he is stationed was discussed also. It was our
privilege to spend an enjoyable and profitable evening with them. I can wholeheartedly recom-
mend the work of the Mission of the Netherlands Church for its love, its contributions

and the financial assistance from our Church. The funds for Missions are meted out with =z
lcare and used for the purpose for which they were meant.
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Bringing the Gospel to those who have never heard it, and to work for their blessing and x
salvation, under the ever watchful eyes of the Lord, and in conjunction with the Church of

the Netherlands; can be wholehzartsdly recommended to our Church for its love and attention
and its funds, up to the time when we shall =stablish our own Mission areas., Yet I should
add, " Let us first figure the costs of the tower, before we begin the labor on it.

The Mission demands much money.

Until Friday night, August 25th, the younger delegate lodged with the Synodical Clerk,

and since the delegate had been asked to lead the divine services, at Harlingen, and since
ihe Synod would not reconvene until Tussday, and then to discuss less weighty matters, he
accompained by the Rev. Beuker, took leave of the Synod after expressing a word of appreci-
ation for the fraternal and heart warming intercourse, and the good derived from the sessions.
The President answers with fraternal well- wishes, expressing his joy over the benefits they
had received from our association. He asked us to convey the greetings of his church to ours
As well as a fraternal greeting to our Synod, which we do at this time,

; What followed on the last days of the sessions, and the words directed to Brother Kuiper,
on these he will report, since he was also absent on the 25th, returning on the 29th,

and he took his farewell on the evening of that day. It was good for us to have been there,
extending the right hand of fellowship in the hope, that if we never meet again on this earth
we shall, nevertheless meet in that Heavenly Kingdom, in a state of perfection, for no more
parting, but to greet each other there and to worship the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
eternally.

‘ Our schedule for our return was set for the 2nd of September, but due to a misunderstand-
ing, we were detained until the 9th. During this time we called on more friends and acquaint-
ances and also brother preachers, and the last Sabbath was spent in hearing God's word and
proclaiming it, and thus a most enjnyable week was passed. The time for our departure was
now near, after we had visited here and there.
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The brother at whose home we lodged upon our arrival on July 5th, and whose care for us

can never be repaid, accompained us to the ship with his family. After ocur farewells,

a touching hour, we set sail with the same group with whom we had travelled from America.

' We cast a final glance upon the Fatherland as our shir put out to sea, and, Thanks to Ged,
after 16 days,&e arrived at the Jersey City docks, and returned to the loved ones who had all
been spared while we were away.

: Our Congregations recelved us with gladness, and we all had reasons for gratitude to the
Lord for our safe keeping. and we could cry out,” The Lord has done well with us, for which
we are glad,"

We wish to thank the Brothers who served so faithfully while we were gone, and for their
fine co-operation, and this applies especially to the Rev. T. Vanden Bosch, who has faith-
fully served our Church as a Missionary and has crowned his final effoets with this work.

This 1s and concludes our report, my dear Brothers, which we were obliged to give to
i you as the delegates to the Synod of the Netherlands. How much this will be of benefit to
‘i you, We leave this to your judgment. If you decide that additional information 1s necessary,

- we hope to be able to satisfy you. We hope your judgment of our wotk as delegates will receive
a favorable reaction among you, anZ that your final report may be, "Qur delegates have done ‘
as much as they were able to do.™ With a backward glance at the condition of the Christ-

#§ ian Ref. Church in the Netherlands, and what God has done for her, and that which we hope,

- will still be‘done for her, we may join in and sing, "Traise Cod from whom all blessings flow.
o[ How sad that our Fatherland cannot contain all of its own children, since much more living '
-room is needed, and therefore westren lands must be sought by many for providing for their
physical needs; but the Lord be praised, they have a new and blessed refuge here in America.
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And should many mors come with the bless=d hope in their hearts, we shall welcome them most
graciously within our circles. How unfortunate that unbelief is also rampant in that country.
May the God of our plous Dutch fathers, be gracious to the children of these fathers. May
the Lord rise up and 1=t his 1ight shine forth. May our land experience the true Gospel,

and may it find a much greater entrance into the hzarts of the oeople of our country. May
the Holland Christian Reformed Church be an example of his constant and abiding love. May
he bind his qhildren, now scattered, with the bonds of Truth,as it is in Christ Jesus.

May we ever remain watchful, praying for the coming of his Kingdom, as he has promised to
his Church. And now in a prayerful attitude, way we sing:

Thy Kingdom come o Lord;:

Cast down the throne of Satan

Rule thru thy Spirit and thy Wword

dnd may thy praise for ere be heard

And fill the earth with fear of thee

Tlll thou shalt end thy Kingdom.

With this we end our report, and we in closing, thank both the Synod and the Church for the
confidence placed in us,.and for the many prayers sent up to God in our behalf. May the
guidance of the Holy Spirit be conspicious in your Assembly, so that there may be new fruit
uvon its labors, as Christ stated to his disciples, and thus to the Church,"I shall be with
you always even to the end of the world."

This 1s the wish,dear brothers,from your co-laborers in the work of the Lord.

L. Rietdi ik,

R.T.Kuipers.
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To the Synod of the Holland Christian Reformed Church, Meeting in Grand Rapids, Mich,
on May 23. 18830

Dear friends and brothers: )
As the result of a decision of Classis Hackensack, we are sending you a communication
with 'Christian greetings from the brothers of our Classis.
That the already existing relations of the Holland Christian Reformed Church is con-
tinuing indefinitely, and in view of the existing rule that delegates be sent in
return, we regret to inform you that we are unable to comply with this request, daring
this Session, because of the necessary obligations of its Ministerial staff. In lieu of
this, it was decided that the Stated Clerk, in the name of the Classis, send :: ... a
Congregational letter as well as a copy of the pastoral work of the Classis, Hlth our .
Christian greetings, to your Synod.
May the good Shepherd, who has purchased the Church with his blood, bestow upom the
whole Church thruout the world,his Covenant blessing, a2s well as a true rebirth.
May peace and unity rule in your discussions to the advancement of the welfare of Zion.
This is thé_hope and prayer of all the Brothers and of your co-laborer in the advancement
of the Truth.

J.C. Voorhis, St. Clerk
Englewood, N.J., May 23, 1883..

N.B. THis communication was received too late for the Synodical sessions.
3. Hemkes, Clerk.



