
Veldhuis, Johanna 

Syracuse, New York - Hellendoorn, Overijssel 

J. Veldhuis to a cousin 

1848 

Dearly beloved cousin, 

My wish is that you are well. I thought you would be wondering how we 

fared on our trip and how we are now .• 'J Everyone was se as fck excep.t, my 

father. In our group Mannnes op knecht but when we cou Ld 'put our ~;eet on 

land we were all as fine as in the Netherlands. II We looked in bewilderment 

(wonder) when we saw land - it was all mountains and valleys; on t-op i.of the 

highest mountains where the most beautiful trees of all descriptions(sorts). 

On the plains a person doesn't r ea l ijz e when he will be reaching a high 

mountain, everything being equally given and fresh. We had planned to stay 

at Scnectady this winter, but someone told us that employment could be had 

in Syracuse on the railroad. 

0, cousin, in Hellendoorn everyone dreaded the thought of crossing the 

large ocean, but you just can't believe how happy I sometimes was. We 

sometimes saw so many interesting things, many that I had never seen before 

- many varieties of fish in the water and birds in the air. Many people 

were seasick, but my father was not and I only a little. My father was 

almost always on deck, I was often there with him - both of us wishing to 

learn all we could abot the water (ocean), the ship, the fish and the birds. 

We were in the large city of London - Dominee told (BOlks) us it is the 

largest city in the world, and I'll gladly believe it, but I can't even 
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begin to tell you all that was to be seen there - my father has already told 

you a little about it. 

When we came here in America everything was strange to me at first but 

I just gazed in wonder at the huge trees and bushes and high here to 

Syracuse the dominee rented a house; we and Lankheets live with him. It is 

a nice house with wooden floors. Then my father and dominee went to a 

school to inquire concerning teaching us the English language. Then I, my 

brother Mannes, Dominee Alberd and Gerrit immediately went to the school. 

It is a large and beautiful school - appearing (looking) more like a church 

than a school. There is also a Klok (or a bell as they say here) within a 

tower on top; when school opens they ring the bell. School begins at 9 

o'clock 
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DUTCH IMMIGRA TION 

OC C UPA T ION __ --L-;:;;,"""""-'~A4='4"""'&7_.:..<..-.._._. -4-(~;G=0<Mc=-4,"""""-"",n""'«"""'I("""'ce;..,:;./'l.,,",,,<_~) _ 

AGE OF HEAD OF FAMILY OR INDEPENDENT PERSON_----IO..:....L.. _ 

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION du~ a!jeAehuaku) a 'r~Acf'; 
fo~kynef/Ukr!,. ~/i274r!(d ~~d4n< l/~A~~} 

CLASS __ ~'~A~~~dX~G.~~~-- ___ 

RATE_-=~~ _ 

NUMBER OF WOMEN TAKEN ALONG __ ..J..- _ 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN TAKEN ALONG --~------------------- 

NUMBER OF SERVANTS TAKEN ALONG 3 ---=----------------------- 

REASONS STATED FOR EMIGRATING kCm/vz?fy:? ;,~~edt/<1?r-Puk 

~~~~. 
DESTINATION ~~~~4~·~~~4~~~_f _ 

YEAR OF DEPARTURE /() 
\ ------~~------------------------ 

MUNICIPALITY ,;~. 



DUTCH IMMIGRA TION - SHIP LIST 

NAME GeV'(J,v.d 

STATUS 

SEX AGE 

OCCUPATION (last three digits) 

DESTINA TION 

ORIGIN 

SHIP NA ME Lli q 

DATE OF ARRIVAL it? - II - l~ 4; 

PORT OF EMBARKATION 

U.S. PORT OF ARRIVAL 

SPECIAL STATUS 

ACCOMODATIONS ON SHIP 

WIFE'S NAME, AGE 

CHILDREN'S NAMES, AGES 


