Sybesma, B.

to relatives in America.
Franeker, 16 October 1946
Dear Family,

We thought to write you now and, first we see it as our duty to congratulate
you, Metje, and your husband with your 35 years wedding éniversary and wve
hope that everything may continue to be will with you, Metje, and your
husband and children and that you all may stay together for many years in
health and with God s blessing. Because health is the greatest treasure on
earth for as long as we are here. We are also glad that everything went
will with you overthere in America sofar, because you Metje went through a
1ot of sorrow during your younger years here in Franeker; you had to leave
your parents and your sister Maaike and more behind. The wooden marker of
your mothers grave has been taken away 18 years ago, on which was marked (I
believe) that 6 children proceeded her. Geertje and Irene were gone already
aﬁd Sieben and Ytje were then to young to realise this liss. Our parents
passed avay before the war, my mothers age vas 84 and father was 83, which
vas a gigh age and they did not need to endure the suffering that we
experienced during the war. At the end we did not receive much food but
that is now, happily, over. It is expensive but we do not need t¢ rear for
our lives, because for many people they were threatening times. Our boy too
has been in jail for 8 weeks because of the Germans. But he returned home

in a good condition after the British and Americans and the Canadians came
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here. And mow about the trip were you wrote about, now Metje, it really was
a trip, almost as long as The Netherlands which is +- 150 Miles. What a
pitty that Irene died at such an age. Geertje her husband was gquite a bit
 older and we also hope that Vtje may return back to her family. I let
ﬁendrik of uncle Brant also read the letter and I.have to pass his greetings
on to you. He is too old to write himself. I also will add a picture of my
parent aged 80 years. You also wrote whether you knew my wife? Now Metje,
you do not know her because she does not come from Franeker. She comes from
the town Spannum, 5 miles away from here. A short while ago, we heard on
the radio that there was an armistice. It is a good thing. More and more
peace is comming on earth. Now family, I hope to write again soon because I
cannot write much about Franeker. If you can remember some ald friends,
‘write them to me. Perhaps I can trace them down if yuou want to know
something about them. Now, Metje please give my regards especially to
Geertje, Utje, and Sam. Is your husband perhaps from this area or not? I
would like to hear this from you once. So in the next letter more. I have
to tell you this; that the harvest is will here and the prices are good.

How is the situation at your place? I end the letter now and I wish you God
s best blessings.

Greetings,

B. Sybesma, Minne Hofstra straat 2,
Franeker, Friesland.

Nederland.










Sybesma, B.
Feed Gool
- To relatives- in Denver, Colorado, U.S.A.

Franeker, 8 October 56
- Dear family,

We received the letter and we would like to thank you for it. Ve were

- surprised about your writing, Ida, so beautiful, so pure Dutch. Now some
other things. We were glad that your son visited us. We thought that we
would never hear something again about the family. Ve expected already that
Metje had passed away because I never heard something back after the last
letter two years ago. Geertje Miedema did not know it either. You were in
the hospital when I received the last reaction. I answered her and send her
a few pictures of Franeker along. Nov, I can let you know that we (children
of your uncle Jan) all are still alive. Here follow there names: Sieb is 76
'years, they have 3 children, their address is Lijnbaanstraat 11, Franeker.

_ Ymkje is 75 years, had 3 children of whom 2 died. She is married to E.
Smit, lives in Pingjum, 7 miles from here. Klaas is 72 years, lives in
Achlum, his wife passed away 15 years ago. Myself (that is Brant), I am 67
years. I have 6 children, my wife passed away in 1948. I live novw alone at
‘Heregracht 35, Franeker. Metje lives in Bolsward and is 62 years, her
husband passed away in 1952. She has had 16 children of whom 5 died.
Gerrit is 60 years and lives in Hilversum, has 1 child. Jelle is 56 years
and lives in Achlum, has 5 children, so you can see, we all are still alive.

In regard to Franeker, it changed much, it is twice as big compared to the
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past. Then there were 6 thousand inhabitans, now almost 11,000. The bridge
over the water, where you walked on as child, is still there, and the house
in which your parents lived is now a ragvarehouse. The stone which your son
sav has been found behind the wallpaper in the store where your father sold
cheese at that time. I do not know by heart what was written on it. From
the grave of your parents and the children who passen away, the marker has
Been taken aﬁay since 30 years ago. I read what was written on it several
times. As far as I can remember was there written: Restinmgplace of Klaas

Sybesma and Bregje Kroeze, preceded by 6 children. There names vere not

mentioned. The church in which you were baptized is still there, but the

school on the Voorstraat is gone. It is a pity that your son could not stay
(longer) in Franeker, because then I could have éhown him more, since I had
a friend who could speak English. it was a pity that we could not
understand eachother well. As I wrote you before, we all still live and
were laborers all the time, bur now ve get (except for Jelle) old peoples
pension. So that we are doing nothing now. It is not much but one ean live
on it. Gerrit haé a good pension because he was a policeofficer. Mu letter
is almost filled and I hope that you and your family understand how our
family situation is. From the family of your uncle Brant of Pietersbierum
lives only one. He is 85 years and his leg has been amputated a little
vhile ago. He will not live that long anymore. I am going to end now. If
you wvant to ask more or know more, write then back and I hope now that you
receive this letter in health, and greet especially Siebe(Sam). I met
somebody who went to school with him, this week. Tt was Kees Sytsm

Greeted from all of us.

My address is B. Sybesma. Heregracht 35, Franeker.
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Sybesma, Brant

Fo relatives in Denver, Colorado, U.S.A.

Franeker, 2—14?57

Beloved famiiy,

T received the letter, and thank you very much for it. I thought now guick
a letter back, otherwise it will not happen. Now first answvering the
questions. You asked about the brothers of your father, now Ida, he had 2
brothers, they were my father Jan and another brother Brant. He had 4 sons
but they all died young. We never met her. So nobody is around from

father s side except we both. Your grandparents are Siebe and Metje but I
‘never knew them. From mothers side there is only one niece. That is
Geertje of your aunt Itje. I speak with her once in a while. I gave her
the regards of you and your husband, her address is: Widow Miedema,
Tjumerweg, Franeker. My parents became both 84 years. I have often been at
your parentsplace, also when your sister Maaike was still alive. I was
young at that time, but I stood at the gickbed of your mother because we
lived close to the city. We always liked to be with your mother. Because
she was always friendly. You were too young to realize everything and so
was Siebe(Sam). T spoke to somebody with whom Sieb went to school with., He
was Kees Sytsma, ask Siebe if he still remembers him. Now you know some
things again. If you want to ask more, you can do =sc. TYou never ask too

much. I end with God s blessing for you all in 1957.




Greetings,
Brant Sybesma.

Heeregracht 33, Franeker.

Tt is here cold somevhat, it freezes 5 degrees (Celcius) so there is ice on
the water and children are already iceskating. I imagine you do not have
skate s. In‘1956, it has been very wet here, extraordinary much rain. Here

I am going to end again. And once again heartily greeted.

P.S. Does Sam like to write too and to ask something? Letter are alvays

yelcome.

Brant Sybesma.
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Sybesma, B.

To relatives in Denver, Colorado, U.S.A.
Franeker, 5 January 1960
Dear Family,

We received the letter. Thank you for it. Ida wrote it to my brother
Siebe, but he died January 59, 80 years. I write now right away and Siebes
wife will write you too. And I also received a letter from Sam which I
ansver instantly. Everything went well with his family he wrote. Nov dear
- family, everything is going allright with us too. I must say that I
remarried in May 1958. My first wife passed away in 1948 and I was alone
and that is difficult for a man. I have a daughter living here, they have 4
little children. That too is not always pleasant on our age, to be alvays
with little children. How is it at your place? Has it been there dry too,
here it was very dry this summer. In many places, especially in the gandy
areas, there was not any food for the cattle. And now everything is
expensive, cattlefood is just as expensive as human food so everything does
not become better. My wife and I have 40 guilders income. One cannot do
strange things with it because then it is gbne soon. Because the clothes
.are expeﬁsive too. Pétatoes costs now 16 cent per pound or 12 guilders a
basket vhich is 70 pound. Everything is going allright with the other
family. My oldest sister,Ymkje, is now almost 80 years, klaas is 77 and I
am 71, Gevert is 67 and Jelle 63 and sister Metje 68 years, that we are

blessed. T often talked to somebody whom came from America, but never to
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one whom came from your area. I believe that I wrote to you before that
sister Metje lost 6 children and her husband. She has now still 10
children. My vife knew your parents, also Metje and Geertje and Sina, or
.better she knev them will. She is 71 years too and has always lived in
Franeker. The house vere you lived once has been teared down. There is
nothing left now. How are your children doing? I had a beautiful picture of
Sam there, what a vigorous children! I think that Ida cannot imagine it

’ anymore of Franeker. You were so young. My wife says spmetimes that your
sister Metje had a difficult live then. I must stop now and I.expect to

hear from you soon.

My address is now

Franeker, Heeregracht 43.

Greetings from us both,

Brant Sybesma and wife.




Sybesma, Brant

To relatives in the Netherlands.
Franeker, 16- 124463
Dear Family,

Ve just received your letter. I thought I better write back right away. T
was glad to hear from you again. It is already a year or five ago that T
vrote you the last letter and I did not hear from you all since then, only
Sam wrote occasionly. That is why I asked in my last letter to Sam hov Ida
vas doing. Now I do not know whether you know it but I remarried. My first
wife died in 1948 and I remarried in 1958, aged 69 years. I have now a wife
from Franeker too. She knew your parents and the three oldest children
Siena, Geertje and Metje, too. I lived with the children for 8 years but it
became too bussy for me. And I have a best wife so I like it better now.

My sister Ymkje and Metje are doing well. Ymkje will become 83 years soon
and Metje is 72 years, brother Klaas is 81 years, Gerrit 70 years and Jelle
63 years. My brother Siebe reached 80 and died then. The whole family is
doing well, my children too. I have 6 children and 17 grandchildren. We
live nowv from a pension and cannet complain, altough everything becomes hore
expensive nowvadays. We were frightened too when we heard on the radio that
president Kennedy was assasinated. We watched the vhole funeral on TV. All
flags were flying half mast at all public service buildings here as sign of
mourn, our Royal Family mourned a week too. We saw him almost everyday on

TV. He was in our opinion a good man for the whole world. He always
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strived for peace and justice. TYike, you wrote about the bridge. Now that

bridge is going away and a new bridge will take its place. And in regards
to other things in Franeker; you will be surprised, it is now twice as big
as it used to be. As far as the church is concerned, it is 5till the same
but the school you attended does not exist anymore. The asylum received it
and the house where you lived is now a Catholic school. You also wrote
about about the Laanstra family, nov I knew them. T send Sam 3 years ago a
familytree of the whole family Sybesma from our grandparents on, and I gave
him then an address where he could get a familytree from mothers side. Now,

Ida and Fred, I hope that you may receive this letter in health and my wish

is that we by writing may keep the familytie for as long as we live. I am

the only one who can write some letters and I am surprised that Ida is able
to write such good Dutch. The letter was good and clear readable. We wish
you all a blessed Christmas and a happy new year 1964.

Hearty greetings and till we hear from you again,
Your nephew and wife,

Brant Sybesma and

Jantje Sybesma Baarda.
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Sybesma, B.

To relatives in Denver, Colorada, U.S.A.
Franeker, 16- 1—%74
Dear Family,

In the first place, thank you very much- for the letter which we received in
'-good health. Happily, it is allright with you all. Ve too cannot complain,
although my wife could do better. She has not been outside in 4 months,
because she cannot walk, only a little bit in the hallway back and forth. I
am doing very well myself. I am biking everyday. That is now still
possible because we have a very mild vinter, on the whole no vinter. We had
much rain during the last weeks but the temperature is still 8 grades above
zero. It is quite something with the oilerises, is it not? Everything has
to be cut down here. It is almost the same in America, we read. Thank
goodness, the earthcore, here in The Netherlands is filled with gass. Even
Germany, Belgium and France receive gass from our country, from the province
of Groningen. It is filled which is a blessing for us Dutchmen. And I
think it will come allright with the gassoline. We have had here 6 carless
sundays, some people had permission to drive to church. What will happen
eventually remains to be seen. We hope that we will be saved for more
disasters. The farmers cannot complain. They push for a milkprice of 1
guilder per liter. I think they will succeed. We cannot complain, although
many do it often. We receive now thousand guilder per motnh but we cannot

live from that. Because we have to pay here 11 hundred guilders per month.
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The government makes up the difference. And then we receive 200 guilders
for spending-money. We have to buy ourselves clothes with it or something
like that, s0 we have to be careful with spending it. Vhat our coﬁntry
exports is expensive but what comes from abroad is even more expensive
because of a high importtax. The world seems to be full of money.

According to the TV it is the same everywhere, except the poor countries
like South- East Africa. There people die because of hunger. We hope that
not all people will be punished because of sin. For nobody is sinless, only
Jezus Christ was without and despite that he still became nailed on the
cross to take away our sin. He paid our dept. Now family, mu paper is
almost filled and I must end. I became 85 years December 20 and the wife on
September 9. We have reached an high age, we belong to the verty strong
ones. Gods blessing is wished to you, to the whole family,

on behalve of your cousin and ......... ceen

B. Sybesma, Klaarkamp K1,

Franeker, Holland.
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