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ent about Vrlﬁ"n down some of experiences in 1ifs, aftsr reaching.
Go it diffidently becauss it concerns myself. I have often besn asked to write ny,
nd ' to publish 1%, because I have had a long and active 1ife. AL ths approximate -azs
L becans a minister in this lond, at the tims that our church was small apd de.
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_ L never kept any notes of my life's experiences, and when discussing tlﬂs matt

Triends I would say that I do not cars to nresent tha dark side, and to »icture th bright .
side only would bhs one-sided and untrug. It would then become a sort of conversion tory, and
that 2dd nhot appsal to me. In fact; T was a bit airaid of that; never carsd to read. conversion
stories, because I was afraid that such thinss were often » being used as a criteri ion Tor one's
own experisnces, which iz wrong and can be harmful, The eqllnb of the Holy S“lflt differs in
so many instances; it adjusts itself to so rueh in our 1ifs, and moves toward Godls purpose .
~ for us. God's Word only is the touchstone to be used in Jjudging our life; not another psrson's

conversion experience.  The various instances of conversion related in the Sc criptures make .
this very clear. Compare the conversion of Saul with that of Iydia; of Zacchasus with that of-
“the jailer at Ph171rr1~;or, if you will, of John the Baepbist with that of the thief on. the
Ceross, Therefore you will not resd a history of my conversion,. ner hleOfy of the cburCJ,_
- for Di.“anry Beets has done that very eifmcleptW g e
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“cw t% I nava growm old,and am resting from the care of the church,
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ltﬁougn it will “elgte to my person, let no one expect 2 conwversion sﬁary ner a church
histony, for Dr,.H.Bests has_al ready prov *Aei the latter. ' ‘ o DL ey
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ITY, departurs for North America,
TV, I3 43 years of service as a rinlsuﬂr.
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Secession Christian QCAOTWCC Crurch in Hiezijl. A4 barn with 2 u“atﬂﬂeq roof was

used as a CLurch. The majority of the villarers bitterly ridiculed the buildi

age of sleven I becamé a wart of the circle of Cocksians, ha the citizenr
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_ i "'lca the farner and towm reople cams bo poy their bllls, there ‘
ware many smgﬁs of enmlty. One said: “Mester, you havo now beccne a Seceder, and you must expect
to lese half of my trade.” inother sala:"lcqulll zet no more jobs from me; you have lost my
tracde, ete.s " It sSeemsd that my father's business would be ruined, but this could not wersuade
hiz teo become untrue to his Bod and to the truth, and eventually the resulis were not quite as
'Mlsastroua as they sesmed to be, although.%e did not ses much of that, '

L

R A ruch more severs blow occurrera in our family circle %l
Cswmer. of 1852, Our village was visited: by an epidemic of maligrant fevers, which causad 26

en my father died during the

o
pe- T
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a
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There was nuch sadness in the "ﬁlmaﬂe' end especislly in our family. Think of a fenily cone
Csisting of a man, wife, and five c-lW*?eﬁ,'of whom the oldestiwas only 12.  FHother was the
first to be attacked, then the four younger children, and finally my ;utﬁer. The business was
a fa

‘a2t a standstill, for 211 avoidsd our house. The hired men had nothing to-do, and two
“servants teok care of the sick. Cne of hese stole everything that she could lay hends on. :
It was a dreadful situation. When my father became i1l he Imnediately lost consciousness, and ©
remained so for three wecks, butthe last dey of his 1life, which was & Sunday, his mind vas . _ﬂ

‘c¢lezyr throughouat the day, and ke testifie L recall clearly that

P

& of his hope of eternal life. L
T was standing outside at the open door, for all doors and windows were open that swwier day,
and I hesrd someone 2sk him: "How are things with youl?", and he answered lowdly: "I am going _
directly to Jesus." Thus he entered eternal rast, and is now rejoicing before God's throns.

T have often wondersd about the fact that the Loru gave us this glorious testimony of ny
.50 that we might know that He is faithful, and He is 2 refuge Trom death, and will seal Ee
sralk of the uweright with His llghta

: At the time of father's death mother was so ill_t%at_ she was not aware oi having lost her
‘husbhand, and when somecne Told her she szid: YThat is good." Mother recovered vary slovly, bubt-
v s Yo
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hed to contl_ ve life with five children, thebldest 12% JO vs, who is *Ae vriter of thése lines.

© i hs a child T was small of posture, bub guick and of a cheerful disposition. Did L fear
the Lord? 1 have very liitle recollection of this from my childhood yeszrs. Only this, I was :
about ten years old when Rev.Entingh cane to visit us, and asked me: "What is yowr nanms, my boyi!

I enswered: "Jacob, dominie.” Then he said: "Hay vou truly become an Isrzelite." That rord'
touched me, and I have never forgotten it. vet L do not know shether it had much influence
on ry conversion. I was a child like 211 children, conceived in sin, and Dorn in u¢Il”Pb°Ohcn°°S

A

i_.ft

and T lived in that knowledge. I remexber nothing further, although we often heard from father -
and the Seceder rre““hars that we mast be coaverteg' and that was sonething new, for in the Hor--

LTorTie o Lrﬂh in our village we ever hesrd such a tL1 GE

_ This is abOU all that L can recall of my childhood years, and 1 &must con
further 1life. lhe feabor Lill not take it 111 of ne that T zaid more ahout ”Q
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I pitied myself because the world mearn t nothing to w
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_ a ¢hild of God. T felt miserable and hegan to look thin
“thought that I had tuberculosis. At the age of 17 T had learned ihe be
I wight sarn some spending ﬁonuy. But that caused difficuliy, because
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work on Sunday. Veither did T dare to refuse and thus to take a stand
L owould walk into the fields in order to escape the world! 1y people, I ;
~Lord's day, but it was often difficult to oxplain this to adwlts and to paople upon when we
“depended For our'dalgy bresd. And yet T recall that sometimes I would discuss it cuite boldly .
with the greatest enemies, and 2t such times 1 was in my elenent. Picus young weople sought w
out and CnJvau wy company. But much of the time I could nolt believe that I belonged to the
pecrle of God, It was worth more to we to he ons of them than to possess all the world
riches, bub I darsd not abvhccrwate 1t to myself, T was so misershle that I felt no ons could
~-be nﬂzn unhach tn;a'I. ' o ' - ' '
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”-_ﬂysell, 2od I sursued 1y way perplexed and groaning.

l, c..




3

In thiose days Rev.R Dulker was minister in Niezijl. In spite of the changes and improve-
- ments in my 1life I still lacked peace with God. Vanity often spoiled the enjoyment of life,

- and then T would become despondent. Life was unsteady. Semetimes I opposed 21l vanity and vain
conversaticn, and preached penitence to my companions. But at other times I was avercome by
evil, and peace with God séemed to be unattainakle for me. Cne Sunday evening, when I was

. about 20 years cld, I went out to skate again. I was a great lover of that sport, although I

- had not practiced it for scme time., Now I itried it again, and as was customary among the young
~ folks in those days, I landed in the saloon, The gaiety detericrated into rowdiness, worse
than sver before, and contimed witil a voice seemed to ask me whether I was in the right
place. I was so mortified that I left quickly, and on the way home I hid behind 2 hedge, and
‘a8 a condemned man I bowed before God L;uh bitter tears. 1 51gﬂed Iy de¢th warrant, but pleaded
.for life. . _ _

But still I was not at peace. I attempted in every way to merd my ways, for I truly

~ desired peace with God. For a long time I thought that I was anxious to became reccnciled to

God, but that God was unwilling to be reconciled to me., ¥ could not understand this because I
was so anxious. The ability for me,2s an enenmy, to become recenciled to Cod through the death
of His Son was a mystery to me, ard I lsbored as if I could attain peace as a well-meaning
friend of God. This continued until 2 day when Rev.Duiker preached on "Thy will be done, as
" in heaven, so also on earth." That made it more clear to me than ever before that I was an
eneny of God, bub in that way I must and couwld be reconciled to God. From that time on I was .
able to give myself to God without any reservations, to be saved by Him and received as His

Chll&. This gave me peace, and I was His forever.

During that time the Holy Spirit'worked mightily in the church at Niezijl, and many were
brought inte the church. It alsc becane a festive tine for me, and we talked about God and His
service day and night. I was privileged to serve many with counsel and direction. However, I
had not yet made profession of faith. I was indeed mode welcome to join in the fight, but
_tkat sounded vmry strange te me, for the fight was behind me, as I thought. A1l was peace and
Joya

But in those days it was considered best to let a season pass before coming to the
decision to make profession of faith, for conversion was the important thing. Leadership wa
lacking somevhat in pointing to the necessity of living by the Covenant. I amr afraid that at
the present time we have gone to another extreme. Sometimes I felt emboldened to profess my
faith, but at such time the consistory was not in session. Often I went to the parsonage, but
then I thought of the minister and the elders as angels, and I lost courage. This state of
~affeirs continued wntil a day when Mrs.Duiker said to me: "You may have to do it in the face.

of a feeling of darkness”, and so it did happen. S '

Finally T dared delay no longer, and after taking this step I eXperienced a comforting
peace. Those we great days and nights, with prayer, reading of Seripiure, discussien, and
- song. leckers saild: "They are stricken with a contagious soul-sickness." In those days I often
cefficizted as the leader and counselor in the gatherings of the devout. The new converts often
cane to me for sdvice, and I was much in the ccrpany of our spirited Rev.Duiker. From time to
time I taught his catechism classes, and was always in the front ranks. When a Sundayschool

.. end a Mission Society were organized, I was one of the first to assist Rev. Duiker, and in

Konmerz:jl a tavght a catechism class.

I was often urged to apply for preparation for the ministry, but although my inclination
led in that directicn nothing ever came of it. In this comnection I had a pleasing encounter.
Another young man and I were reading a sermon, after mother and the others had gone o bed.

. We.-tock great pleasure in this, and walked and talked far into the night. When I finally went

- to bed, and knelt in prayer before going to sleep, ny heart filled with pride, and it seemed .
that scmecne vhispered to me that I wmight some day become a minister. I felt that this was
Satan's work and was deeply ashamed, but I continued in prayer until I was able to say: "Depart

- from me, Satan; I am.God's chiid, and you have no claim on me." I was delivered from his

~attack, and went to sleep. Satan knew that I had a deglre to enter the ministry, ard used that
knowledge as an occasion to disturb me. : '

. In 1866 a call was issued for young men to be trained for missicnary service and I, wifh
- other young men, went to Kampen to apply. That was a curious story. Afler the call was issued
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1t was found that the first two missionsries of the Christian Reformed Church, C.de Best and
- B.Veenstra, were having difficulties and would be cbliged to leave the field. I do not know

. ‘the details, but the brothers who were charged with the administration of missien matters

. were burdened with it, and did not knew how to handle it. Our group of applicants did get +to
 Kampen, and we were interrogated, but for the time being no appointments were made,. and we

. returned to cur homes without having attained our desires.

R In spite of this, I was not very much disappointed, perhaps because I had not dared to
o believe that I should become a missiocnary. It did appeal to me, however, and I thought that I -
- should like to do that work. Later, T was informed that ny nsme was at the top of the list,
. and I was asked to make myself available in the event that another csll would be issued during
~“the year. But I dig not go again; my path seemed to lead in another direction, ' C ‘

On the way home from XKampen I became convinced, by prayer and meditation, that I showld -

. become a minister of the gospel 3in a foreign land. But how, where, and when? A1l of this was
hidden from me. During the following winter Rev.Duiker received a call from the church in -
Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A. Soon after that I visited him, as 1 often did. In his peculiar -
‘way he said: "Jack, I have a call from North Americs, and if 1 accept it you will go with me, -

- wont yout" I answered in the same spirit: "Of course I'1ll go with you." On my way home I mused..
about these things, and zbout the impressions I had received in Kampen, and I prayed to God -

~that, if this was His plan for my futuvre, He would also enable my mother to let me go. When I

o . applied for missionary training at Kampen this matter had not entered my mind, but now it

- became a problem for me, because as the oldest son L was mzanaging the business for my mother..
L immediately made it a matter of prayer. - S : o

+ Rev.Duiker wanted me to ask ny mother, and when I presented the matiter to her and asked
her whether I might go, she said very quietly: "Well, what can I say? Both you and Tonnis |
seer to have your hearts set on the ministry, and I cammot keep you from that." Mother kuew =
- that my brother Tonnis and I loved to study, and were recelving some instrucition from Rev. ﬂ
g

. Duiker. And now she said: "Tou are old enough to decide that for yourself, and if you think

" mother, but said: "Then I will also need money to pay for my irip.” She asked how much I

"I will need some money to come back.!

. and thinking that if I ever stepped out on my own I wouldn't have & cent: Suddenly the parablé-_

© . that T am Yours, and all of Yours is mine. Ch, deliver me from my disconternt." A&nd truly, I

this is the way you had better go." That was a weight lifted from my shoulders, and I thanked

wonld need, and I answered: "250 guilders; half of it for the trip, and if I cannot stay there

: At that time I was 27 years old, and had always lived with mother and the other children . :
o witheut a cent of my own, for we lived on a communal plan, and got along quite well, :

a7 In connection with -the-foregoihg-l must tell you a story. Cn a. certzin. day I was at work,
and feeling very dissatisfied., It seemed unfair to be forever working for mother and the
younger brothers ard sister, and never to have a cent of my owne L was grumbling to myself,

-~ of the prodigal son came to my mind, especially the words of the eldsr brother who said to

- his father; "I have served you these many years, and you never gave me a kid that I might make
merry with my friends." That was exactly ny pesition. I was getting older, penniless and dis- -
- contented. While pondering these things I was struck by the Father's answer: #Son, you are
always with me, and all of mine is yours." This deeply impressed me, and I said tec the Lord:

- "Yes Lord, all that my mother possesses is mine, and L am alweys with her. Further, I believe

was delivered forever. I never felt sorry for myself again. At this writing more than a half

- century is past, and I have never been short of money. God has always supplied all of my needs,

What a blessing the fear of the Lord is, also for youth. And how sad that children, already

- at an early age, feel that they should board with their parents as if they were strangers, and’
- then act accordingly. Young people, remember that if we fear the Lord, and He gave us His Son,
Jwill He not also give us all things?! ' A . SR S

_ Now we prepa_red for our journey to a étrange land —- North fmerica, ' Cuite a large group”
was preparing to go with Rev.Duiker, and to attempt to improve living conditions in America.
This caused quite a commbtion in ocur village; and it was to be the weans by which I would
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. become z minister of the gospel in a foreign land. I had nover felt a special desire to go to
_that coumiry, although I knew that Rev.D.J.Vander Werp of Burunm, Friesland, had gone there,

U Alse Rev.W.H.Frieling, who had stopped at the parsonage in Niezijl on his way to America in

. I worked for mother and made a 1living. Thus the Lord fulfilled His promises also £6 us. I

. work at our young men's society had created a desire in my heart to become a missionary to the |

" that I was not intended for it, but that another task awaited me, Later I often said to myself -

- one request that the Lord would incline my mother's heart to let ne go. That was the most

o Tamily business, and if I left would she ever see me againf My brother Tornis could have taken

-, _sing_againt"; and then we would repeat it.

" as Castle Garden., Everything was strange, and we were obliged to let ourselves be transported

.- on Spring Street. Tt was an insignificant congregation. There were about a dozen small churches ..
- in the area, with the ministers K.Vanden Bosch, D.J.Vandsr Werp, W.H.Van Leeuwen, and W.H. '

1866, and I had been present. But at that time I had an aversion %o going to North America.
~And yet I went the follewing year, 1867, and arrived in Grand Rapids, Michigan on June 18th.

: ‘ I-wahted_to tell you these things céncerning my youth, and how the Lord was gracious to |
- me, and cared for my mother and all of us; He, Who is a Father of the fatherless and a Judge | |
- of the widows. God had delivered us from great anxieties, and since I was 21 my brothers and

i'_have_given you a brief story of my youth, and will now proceed to an account of my departure7 
oo for America. . TR ' . : o - -

Chapter III
My departure for North America

_ As stated previously, I had offered my services for heathen missicns as late as 1866.
 However, at that time no applicants were accepted. I was not seriously disappointed bty this faet,
- but on my homeward journey, by prayer and meditation, I began to believe that I would one day
- become a minister of the gospel in a foreign land. Reading of literature relating to mission

~ heathen. But God's ways were otherwise., I am sure that it was not a sinful thought which
prompted me to offer myself for that work. But God prevented it, and later developments proved

that Ged's Providénce is a wonderful and goed gift of God, because I was not -equipped and

- therefore not destined fer that work, and now something came up to interfere with it.

& . The Lord now opened the way for me to become a minister of the gospel in a foréign land,
by virtue of Rev.Duiker's ¢all to Grand Rapids., When Rev.Duiker told me that he had received
the call, and that he wanted me to go with him, I made it a matter of prayer. Especially that

- important for me, and it was no small matter for my mother. £s the cldest son I managed the f##fJ

' my place, but he alsc wanted to enter the ministry, and mother knew it. There were two other

- sons to carry on the business, but they were younger. But mother calmly gave permission for me

S It caused quite a commotion in our little village when g fairly large number of people

- prepared to go with Rev.Duiker to the strange West, to North America. Some jeered, and others
pitied us. In Hay 1867 we traveled via Scotland, and had to wait in Glasgow nine days for a

-ship that would take us across the ocean. The steamship company took good care of us, and we

. were able to see quite a bit of the old city. We were of good courage, and occcasionally sang
‘some of our beautiful Psalms. I recall that on cne occasion we sang Psalm 134, The melody of

that Psalm was well known to the Scoits, and they enjoyed our singing, and cried: "Sing again,

Toward the end of May we were ready to sail. After an enjoyable ocesn voyage of 16 days
‘we arrived in New York, and were now in the new world. We were taken to what was then known

- as living freight, for we did not understand the language., After z tedious five day train
. .-journey we arrived in Grand Rapids on June 18, 1867, I recall that I had my first nconday |
. -meal al the home of Cornelis Moelker on North Otbtawa Street, and it tasted very good. So I had’
- Tinally arrived in this strange land, to become a minister of the gospel, according o the ..
. desires of my heart. = T - L

‘We found one church of owr denomination, and the church building was located on Tonia

| Street. It was a frame building, 60 X 40 feet, if I am not mistaken. The parscnage was located :

. Frieling, and now Rev.Duiker was added to that number. AlL of thess had returned from the _
Reformed Church since 1857, I do not intend to write a histery of our church, because all of .
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. that has been covered in lthe history of the Christian Reformed Church in North fmerica, by

Lg Dr.H.Beets, and in a book by Prof.G.K.Hemkes, entitled "The Right of Existence of our Church."

- Our people had to obiain their ministers from the Netherlands, because the return from
. the Reformed Church was started mainly by the common church people and comsistory members.

- Only one minister, Rev.K.Vanden Bosch, supported them. These people realized, houwever, that

“'results would be, for in the eyes of the world and of the Reformed church the church that we

- would say: "Nothing will ever come of your church. Very little can be accomplished with men

they could not depend upon ministers from the Netherlands, and they had already begun to train
. young men for the ministry before our arrival. In the beginning, Rev.Van Leeuwen conducted
. same of these classes, but later the work was assigned to Rev.D.J.Vandér Werp, who contimued -
in that function for eleven years. - : ' : . . SRR

©. - Soen after our arrival the Classis met, and Rev.Duiker asked me whether he shoeuld present .
Wy name as a progpective student. I answered: "No, I must first get acquainted with conditions -
- and methods in this place." Of course, Rev.Duiker did mention my name and my ambition. For
the time being I remained at his home as =z boarder, and also received some instruction from
him, A room in the Spring Street parsonage was assigned to me to be used as a study. That was
. the begimming of my training for the ministry in a land where everything was strange to me,
cand T did not know what the ocutcome would be. However, Grand Rapids was my college town; Rev.,
Duliker my beloved professor; a room in the parsonage my study; and I, father Duiker's only FHdd
student, 1 still had $50, and studied, or rather lived on my own, without knowing what the
|
- found here was very poor and insignificant. But we were of good courage, and I believed that _j
- I was walking in the Lord's way. At times things seemed very strange to me, and I wondered how
-1 could ever have left my mother, brothers, and sister. At such moments I sometimes thought - _%
~that this was the most foolish action that I could have taken. : - o

: When I received a letter from home I opened and read it on the way home from the Post |
Office, and sometimes the tears would flow. However, T was generally of good courage, believingg
- that 1 was in the way which would lead to my desires. Scmetimes I was called upon to defend the
action of our people. I definitely recall ihat I was walking with a young man, a student of
the Reformed Church, whose name I will not mention, while we were on our way to school to
~ learn the English language. Whenever we met our conversation often dealt with the church; the
Reformed Church, and the return of our pzople from that church. Occasionally this young man
‘would spesk scornfully and humiliatingly about the lack of erudition of our ministers, and

who are quite ignorant of what is going on." He seemed to take pleasure in speaking depre- -
- catingly about our ministers, This hurt me, and I said to him: "Is it good and sensible to .
- lock down upon our ministers, and to deduce from their lack of learning that nothing good can -

- come of our church? -That really conflicts with history, and reflects a lack of knowledge of
human nature. You ought not to be so scornful of ocur ministers Just because they may lack a

.. complete education: but they are godfearing men. We also desire to enter the ministry, and
~ how would you like it if we were looked upon with contempt? I don't think we would appreciate
it. But there is more. God's church is also small and despised in the syes of the world, and
- many things have small beginnings. In the church the most important 1s not what and how much
. one knows, but whether God will use him." o S :

I mentioned two ministers who were known to him, -~ Rev.Vande Berekamp of Grootegast, and’

~ Rev.Hessels of Burus. The first a very simple and not very learned man of few talents, for

- which reason people sometimes smiled abowt him; the other a man of much greater talent, who
- was widely known, and of whom it was said that he rresented something new every Sunday. Then
- L asked him who of these two is most blessed in his labors, and he was Tforced to grant that
© God had often blessed the labors of the former for the conversion of sinners. Then I said: - :
- "If God will use such a person we must also be willing to do 50, and it is wreng and dishonors-:
~ God to scorn them. We must refrain from such action. If God is willing to use tur wministers,

- our church can become a blessing,” : : R :

© Although our church was. unimpressive, I was never offended by that fact. I had found _
‘ministers and people from the Secession church in the Netherlands, and I was of the same stock.:
I was able to judge that we were the same. as our people in the Netherlands. It was more ‘

~difficult to pass Judgment on the Reformed Church, with which our pecople had improdently united
in 1849, 1 was inclined to agree with Wilhelmus Brakel, who said: "One ought not to retreat Wifh




7

Cwithin himself, but to unite with the church." This implies that we should be able to judge
- . whether the church with which we unite confesses the same Lord and the same doctrines. Many
opinions were expressed about the Reformed Church, both good and evil, bul thal was not my
chief concern. I knew that our people and our ministers were the same as those in the Nether-
lands. I was able to judge this, and that was sufficient for me at that time. I was at rest
with the QeSplS°d little group, and have remained with them until ithe present tlme.

- When I had been here three months my $50 was used up, and I was forced te apply to 0135515

- for aid, With a recommendation from the con31story of the Spring Street church I made applica-
ticn, and the Classis accepted me and granted me $50 per quartar to be repaid later 1f POS- .
sible. Thus I was able to continue in my chosen way. : B

At that t1me Rev.D.J. Vanaer Werp taughi the students for the ministry, but by commen Cone -
sent T remained with my old teacher, Rev.Duiker. What subjects were taught? I hardly recall :
the primitive methods, First, the literary subjects, and later theology. At a later date I will
.- reproduce the diplema which I received when I completed my studies, together with the subjects
©in wivich I was examined. I do recall ithat I often sab and wept, behind the church, wondering
~how I could ever become a minister. In the Netherlands Rev.Duiker had often employed me to.

teach catechism classes. I had conducted Sundayschool and lMission Society meetings, and had
also conducted worship services in the company of belisvers, and family worship in my mother's
- home. I had also served as reader and precentor in the church services. Bul to prepare sermons
- and te have the pastoral care of a congregation seemed beyend my ken, for my preparation was

necessarily imperfect. I had never received any instructlon in Homlletlcs, in order 1o 1earn
how to preachs

: On one ccecasion I was scheduled to deliver a trial sermon before my instructor, in his
study. He sat at the table, and I stood behind it. Before I began he smiled, and I probably
gave him caure to smile. I was unable to go through with it. Later I was cbliged to mount the

Cpulpit or platform without having any practice. My first examination sermon was based on ‘
1 Cor.1:9, and it was judged quite favorably. When I had completed a year of study it was
stated that W.Greve and J.Stad would soon be examined for candidacy, and my instructor told
me that I must also submit to the examination at that time. He said that if they could do it
I could also., No more English lessons, but prepare for examination, This was done. The
examination was taken after 18 months of study. We preached our sermons, submitted to an oral

. examination, and were approved for candidacy in the ministry of Word and Sacraments, and

- declared eligible for a call. Now I was really z candidate for the mlnistry, and could barqu
belleve that it was true. .

- will reproduce here the recommendation from the consistory for admission to the studies,
and the Classical diploma, :

To the Classis°
Esﬁeemed Brethren: o - _ '
The ccnsisbo“y of the church at Grand Rapids herewith
recommends to you Jacob Noordewier, who desires to be trained for the ministry
in our churches. And since he is without means he requests {inancial aid from the
Student Fund. He hes lived among us for the past three menths, and we have found
him to be true in doctrine and life. The consistory also feels that he has aptitude
for the ministry, is possessed of good judgment, and has special talents, We hope
that the esteemed Classis will accept him, because he promises to become useful
in the church of King Jesus. The Lch give you grace, esteemsd brethren to accept
him in the fear of the Lord.
For the conslsto:y, September 11, 186?,
: Jacobus De Jonge, Clerk.

The Classical diploma reads as follows:

The comrittee appointed by Classis Michigan of the True Dutch Reformed Church in
North America was convened in Holland, February 17 & 18, 1869, at which time
Jacob Noordewier submitted to a preparatory examination, according to Article 8
of the church order of the Synod of Dordt 1618-19. Following the presentation'
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~and approval of the recommendation of the church at Grand Rapids, he submitted
an exanple of his talents by preaching a sermon based on 1 Cor,.1:9, Afterward
he was examined in various branches of Theology, Bible History, Geography,
Chronology, Churche-and General History, Dutch langusge, and Interpretation
of the Bible., Thereupon the student Jacob Noerdewier wes declared capable of
filling the office of Minister of the Word and Sacramesnis, and licensed to
exhort in the churches, in order that he may entertain a call according to
-ecclesiastical rules. This diplema is presented to him, therefore, in the
name -of the Church, indicating that he is eligible for a call. We pray that
Zion's Xing may command His blessing upon this action, and may anoint this
brother with a rich measure of the Holy Spirit, in order that, following

- recelpt of a call and submitting to a peremptory examination, he may be

- sent out to serve in the Lord's vineyard.

Done in Classis Michigan at'Hclland ﬂlchlgan, February 17 & 18, 1869,
: L  For the Committee

D.Jd . Vander Werp, Clerk
WeH.Frieling, President

: 'Iaw I was permlﬁted to nreach here and there and to entertazn a call. I preached in
| " Grand Haven, Muskegon, Grand Raplas, and Pellas, but prior to my appearance in Pella I was
L seriouslv i1l for four- veeks, so that my life was aeﬂnalred of. But I recovered completely.

. My first task after my examination was an unusuai one, and T will tell -you about it
because of what I learned on that occasion.

At the meeting when X was examined there appeared a man from Franklin, Illincis,
‘named Srower, who stated thal he was preaching for a group of people in that arsa, ard
they wanted to unite with our church. In order to obtain nore definite information I was
delegated to investigate, and to report to cur body about my experience, I traveled to
Fravklin, Tllingis, and was met at the depot by ¥r.Browwer, and theén we traveled about
- ten miles into the country. At the first house where we applied for lodging we were
- refused with a cold: "We don't ledge sleepers." At the second place I was permitled to
~° remain, and Mr.Prouwer walked back to his own home. I was asked to call on the recple,
. and on Sunday each wonld Hreqch once.

. Durﬁrg my visits frcm house to house I coudld not find one person who knew arnything
- about Brouwer's trip to Michigan, nor about the aim to be united with our churches. In
fact none seemed to know much about religion nor tc be much concerned abéut it, and I was
-unable to accomplish much. And yet Brouwer preached every Sunday (under the auspices of

the Presbyterian Church as he said), and without pay. There wasn't even an offering tzken,
excert when there was a vigiting minister.

On Saturday I had a strange encounter, especially so for a young and ineXperienced
person as I was. While I was visiting in 2 home with three women a man came in who looked
very undignified. He looked st me and asked: "Who are youT" Isaid: "My name is foordewier,

- and such people are sometimes called 'dominie’. Then he said: "Have you come here to
preach? That is not necessary. ¥We can take care of that ourselves." I said: "Well, that is
not so bad. Ye can sing together, but we cannot both be presching. And since L am here
you ought to give me a few feet of space, and grant me time %o preach one sermon." He szid:
"What about? That man has a soul? I said that I had not given much thought to that question,
cand asked: "Don't you folks have a soul?" He said: "Yes, the blood is the soul of man." I
szid: "Well, T am a young men, and I didn't know that, but now I have learned something.”

N I asked him: "Who built the houses and barns that I see here?" Ee answered: "The
- people did." I said: "That teaches me that there is something practical in that blood,"
. Be said: "Yes, and then you spiritualize the Bible." I asked: "Isn't that permitted?®
 He said: "Can you explain the books of Daniel and Revelations®" I said: "Certainly, because
I am a schelar. But I was born in 2 land where one perscn did not monopolize everything,
If you will explain one verse I hope to give you an explanation of those two books," He

asked: "What must I do?" I said: "You explain Cecl.3:3."
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I NGW he had to explalp bow the bellevers in Colosse who had died were yet alive. He couldn! t
do it, and refused to talk to me any longer, and Faved that one always lost out in an argument
Wlth those black coats, etca Then he left, and I was zejleved of an 1mp0551b1e task. '

s The Sunday was not much better. When we came to the schooWhouse where Mr.Brouwer was to
preach, the people were conversing about land and sand, and I also heard an occasional oath.
But the preacher heard nothing of this, because he was deaf. And the preaching was wretched.

" He had a text, but didn't touch on it; merely talked at random. In the afternoon it was my
. turn to preach, and at that service an offering was taken to help defray the traveling expenses
“of the strange preacher., The offering amounted to $1.80, and I, poor boy, had to iravel frem
. Grand Rapids to Franklin, Tllinois and back, walk ten miles and preach once, all for $1.80. _
- That night I slept in Franklin, and developed quite a high fever. In the morning Brouwer came
~ and knelt at my bed -- not to pray -~ and asked me: "How are you, little brother?® I said:
©MA little better." He said: “I thought so, and I meant so well "I was tempted to 1augh and
sald‘ “That helps.” LA : :

I could tell move stories about thmt trip, but meroly menticn it to shov how necessaxy
it is to conduct Home Missions in this land. Neglect has such dreadful results. I must add
. that this work demands men physically strong, level headed, and sbove all God fearing, and
_able to bear reproach for His sake, 1 returﬁed te Grand Hapids and made my report but never
-heard about the matter again, : :

. : Then I preached in Crand Haven, Fuskegon, and Grand Raplds after Whlch I became 111,
-as stated previocusly., After my recovery in June I went to Pella, Iowa, where I preached six

- Sundays, was called, and accepted the call, Thus I began the life of a minister, and ny friends

pitied me because I was going to Pellz, for in those days that tovm was notoricus for the maqy
‘deviating opinions, especialiy in connection with Chiliasm. At that time there were two '
churches west of Chicago -~ Ridott, Illinois, and Pella, Iowa. But I was happy to go to Pella.
My 1ife's desire was being fulfilled and that was all I wanted. God would care for my future,

" On August 25, 1869 I was marrled to Jdchanna Hllleaonda Gezon, and together we traveled
- Westward. I was to preach there again September 3, but could not take my Classical examination
o until the 23rd. Following a favorable examination I was ordained on October 10 by Rev.Jan
'. ]Schepers of Chicago and began oy ministry'with a sermon based on Psalm 51:14,15.

. New I was really a mlnister of the gospel in E:) forelgn iand, as I had expectéd and be- .
lieved 2% years previcusly. From this point forward I can now tell you about my 43 years of
- service. But before I do this I will reproduce my Classical diploma, It reads as follows:

.5, T : ' : . . : :
' . Classis Illinois of the True Dutch Reformed Church, in session September 23, 1869,
in Chicago, examined Candidate Jacob Noordewier, after receilving and approving
recomuendations and proef of his preparatory examination, and since he declared
- that he received and accepted a call from the church in Pella he submitted to
the peremptory examination., The examination covered the various subjects invelved
. in this exemination, and the brother evidenced competence in these subjects,
- wherefore the Classms confers upon hin the right and authoriity neot only to preacn _
‘the gospel, but also after proper ordination, to administer the Sacraments, and -
to perform all tasks that belong to the office of Pastor and Teacher. May the
- King of the Church grant unto the brother His grace, enlightemment and power,
ard make him a blessing in Christ's church, and a power for breaking dowm the
_-forces of darkness, to the honor and glory of cur Trlune God. :

Done in our meetlng in Chlcago, Coo? uounty, Illmroms, September 23, 1869.

Johchepers, Pr651dent
J.R.Schepers, Clerk.
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Chapter IV _ _
My 43 years of service

, My service as an ordained minister began Cctober 10, 1869. On that day I was 1nstalled
* by Rev.J.Schepers, and preached my inaugural sermon on Psalm 51:14,15, as stated previously.
I was then 29 years and 9 months of age, and dared not to think that I would be privileged

. to be active in this glorious work for so many years. vWnen I became a2 minister our dencmi-

" nation consisted of only 18 churches. Only 12 years had elapsed since cur people retraced =

" their steps taken so rashly in 1849, The churches which existed in 1889 were: Grand Rapids,

'._Graafschap, Holland, Niekerk, Noordeloos, Zeeland, Grand Haven, Chicago, Muskegon, Cincimmati,
. Pella, Paterson, Iafayette, Rlaott Wellsburg, Falamazoo, Qostburg, and Vriesland. Only six
- -ministers were available for these 18 churches. At that time I could not imagine that I would

"~ live to see ocur expansion to 241 churches with 176 ministers, and a Theologlcal Schccl and '
3 Comlege with 18 professors and @OO students._ _

My first chuvch in Pella was 1n a sad state and there were many stralned relatlcns. Hy _
‘predecesser was Rev.Koopman. I am reluctant to go into detail concerning the unpleasantness.
 Rev.Xoopman came to our church in Pella from the Reformed Chureh, and 1n1ulally W&S very ]
© popular and gained many new members for the church. 4 new parsonage was built, a large brick -
~house, but very impractical. While it was being built, conditions in RevaKoopman's family
~went amiss, and the press of circumstances caused hinm to leave the church and the denomination.
Many who had come into the church during his ministry left again. In such a confused smtuatlon,

””'and mlth the parsonage only partly com;leted I assumed the pastorate.

S The Dopulatlon of Pella was a mlxture of all sorts of people, and the church was not an
- easy Tield of lebor. At that time the town was divided and confused religiocusly. T was told
. that on one Sunday religious services were held in 17 locatiens, and that with a population
- of 3,000, practically all of them Hollanders. That was the result of erroneocus views of the -
- Covenant and other devistiens in doctrine, I considered myself fortunate to be able to remain
Within my own circle, and to rémain aloof from all of those deviations. But sometimes, when
I preached, and there were curiosity seskers in the avdience, the plous were pleased, but
- others.: shrugged their shoulders about the 51mp1eton, for they Telt tﬁat I knew nothlng about
Ghlllasm. : . _ . . .

It is not strange that there were oc0351ons w%en I felt that T must contradict some ideas

- which were voiced in the church. One member was quite impressed with witcheraft. Others were o
. controlled by their feelings rather than faith. Thus there were two men who held extreme and '
.. cpposite views on this subject, and were constantly bickering about it. The feelings-man would

. come to me to complain about the faitheman, and then I had to tell the weak brother that
- feelings must be the fruit of faith, and not vice versa. later it became evident that the man
-with the strong faith also had his weakness; He came to complain about the potato beestle, which

o was then coming into the area. He told me that he would not dare to fight it, because it was

Ged's judgment against sin, and we may not fight God., I asked him whether he had a plow and a

- harrow, and what he used them for. Of course he said that they were used to prepare the soil
~and to combat weeds. I asked him whether he did not believe that there were many thorns and

~thistles in life as a result of sin, and pointed cul that if he did not care properly for his:
ground a potato blight might well result, while if he made use of the means he would be using -
“the gifts of common grace, and might expect a blessing upon his labors; also that the same

o holds true with respect to splrltual life. He was soon corV1nced of the uruth of thls statement.

I also had the following experlence with an elder. He asked me what I thought of the

_   w0rds of a poet in which he stated that the rightecus shall inherit the earth. I answered that
oI wold not dare to voice an cpinion. This only served to mske him the more eager to cbtain

“my view. I %old him that T would give it on condition that he, being older, would first give .

. me his view, and he agreed He told me that he believed that uod‘* children possessed all of
earth's goods by God's grace. I contended that this view was errensgous; in the first place
. because this was not stated in the text, which did indicate what they would inherit in the

- favure, but not what they now possessed, FPurther, I judged that he was in error because sone

. obtain earth‘s goods GlShOH@SblY, and not by Ged's grace., - -




. The Lord never puts to shame His people that hope in Him. On the other hand, I did possess some

'=  on the part of my informer. After a short conversation with De Kok he took me to the home of
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How he insisted on hearing my view, and I told him that was expressed in Peter's words:
.. "Neverthaless we, according to His promise, lock for a new heaven and a new earth, wherein
. duwelleth righteousness.” The believers will inherit and dwell on that earth. There will be no ﬁé;
. more sin upon earth, but it will be pure as heaven. They will go to heaven to inherit the earth, .
and delight in it, I added that the bellevers will then have a body like the glorious bedy of
. Christ, and they will go from heaven to earth as speedily as the angels. The man could. hardly
believe his ears, but we remalned good frlends.

- This same man once said‘to'me:'"Dominie, you cecasionally make mention of your personal

. ‘experiences, and the people like it; you ocught to do it oftener.' I said: "My dear brother,

I wouldn't dare; it would soon become old stuff. But I mey not do it sither. I must proclaim

the Word; preach the Christ and not myself, If on occasion I do refer to my personal_experiences;

it 1s not to be taken as a rule for the life of others. The touchstone for our faith is the ’

. Holy Scripture, the inspired Word of God. In that mowd we will flnd the variocus leadlngs of
‘the Holy SDlrlt o . :

The people were really w1111ng to hear me, and from the beglnnlnw of my mlnlstzy T felt -
that I must guard against presenting my oun experience ss a model for others; all instruction
and application must be drawn from the Word. I must have a fair understanding of the topics

which I preached, and there were many passages which I feared to use in preparing my sermons,
_ I did not approve of risky ventures, and felt that I must step cautiously. And yet I had to
 revise my estimate of myself quite often in later years. The nlnlstny is such an important
- matter that I often wondered how they dared to send me into the field. But it was done, and I
- had to make the best of it. I have often been amazed that people were willing to lisien to me.

courage, bhecause I soon began to write artlcles for De Wachter, and early becans 1nvolved in
the life of the church°

Cur peonle, who were not very demending, thought I was someone to recken with. I was .
wholeheariedly interested in the entire denomination; the service of one church was not suffi-
~cient for me. The consistory of the Pella church thought that the expense of attending eccle~
siastical gatherings was too great, but I said: "Breturen, if that is not possible, I must
~leave." T needed the communion with all of our people, and I went, in spite of the cost.:

‘ The people of Pella heard my preaching for two years, and I will never forget my first

. church, which esteemed me so highly. After I had preached my farewell sermon on Ephesians 6:14
many were in tears and found it difficult to leave the sanctuary, and I felt very small. T
shall never forget that esteem, and in later years, when some difficulty arose, it seemed to
me that I should never have left Pella. And yet at the time I felt that I must go to Kalamazoo,

I decline a call received from Lafayette, Indiana, which I received October 2%, 1870, and
.+ also-the first call from Kalamaroo, received January 15, 1871. Bui when they called me again
in June I felt that I must accent and thus Kalamazoo became my second church, and I its first
mlnlster., :

Wé became acquainted in a very unusual way. I was traveling with my wife from Pella to _
- Urand Rapids, and we were delayed in Kalemazoo by high water. I said to my wife: "If you don't
object I am going to walk into the teun to see whether I can find any Hollanders." Walking

- along Soubh Burdick Street 1 saw a man in his garden and asked him: "Are you a Hollander?"

. He answered: "Yes." Then I asked him: “Are there many Hollanders in this town?" He said: "Yes,
“quite a few."! “Then there must be some Holland churches." "Not churches, but one church" he
answered,"but there are several Cocksians who no longer attend owr church." "Cocksians"; I said;

%I have heard of them in the Netherlands, and are they here also?! "Yes, there is cne; his

" name is Hendrik De Kok." I said: “Well,there was a Hendrik De Kok in the Netherlands also, and

he caused considerable commotion. Will you tell me where this De Kgk lives? I should like to

meet hin." He pointed out the house, and I went there, without any awareness of my identity -

an elder, Hendrik Vander Velde, where we remained for the night. This scquaintenceship led to
Iy receiving two calls. ' :
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After two years-in‘Pellé.wé went to Kalamazoo, where I was installed September 10,'18?1,

”.by my former instructor, Rev.R.Duiker, and preached my ineugural sermon on 2 Corinthians 2:16.
This church was established in the year that I entered the ministry, and I was its first

'minister, but remained only 16 months. Were conditions unfavorable? Ho, not at 211; everything .
. was favorable, and I was blessed in my work. But it seemed that the church in Holland needed e,

. peminded. of the casting of the nets into the sea. Holland was a much larger congregation than

' '_the Eolland consistory, the Classis, and my wife's parents, and all were agreeable. IDut

© it was done. The Sunday before Christmas 1872 I was installed by Rev.S.Baron; preached my
. dnavgural in the afternoon on Ephesians 3:8, and a farewell in the evening service, based on

. and we could not go immediately. I preached in Grand Rapids on Christmas day, New Tear's eve,
: f instructed by the Classis to install Rev.F.Rederus in the Paterson church. We also visited

.~ fatherland and in my birthplace, where we met my mother, brothers and sister. Jacob returned
‘as Rev.Noordewier with a wife and child. We remained three months, with much pleasure, and I

 this matter with her, but I departed, her debtor in this respect. It secmed presungtucus to

in a more orderly fashion. Many who came with complaints against their neighbor were asked

:;.whether they had gone to their brother to discuss the matter privately, and the usual reply
- was that they had not and would not; that is the consistory'!s work; and other subterfuges.

" They called me first in May 1872, when I had been in Kalamazoo only 8 months, but I did
- not want to go, nor ddare to go. I didn't want to g0 because the church was troubled in many
© ways, and I didn't dare to go because Rev.F.Hulst had preceded me. He was possessed of much
. greater ability than I, and I Jjudged that I would not be able to satisfy the Holland church.
- Therefore I did not consider the call, but immediately declinedit. o :

4 few months later I received a second call from Holland, delivered to my home by the .
brethren, who exerted considerable pressure, urging me to accept. This really became a matter |
of prayer, and I felt ashamed because I had treated the first call so lightly. I was forecibly

- Kalamazoo. My heart fainted within me, and I took the call letter into my prayer closet, and
- said to God: "If T must go to Holland, give me the courage and the inclination." The Loérd gave
it, and I accepted the eall., o K R :

.. . But now some complications arose. My wife and I had agreed to make a trip to the Nether-
- lands to visit my mother and other relatives., She had never met my family. We had one child;
‘another 'lived only 26 days. It seemed to us that this was the best time to go. We consulted

Holland requested that I be first installed, so that I would be their minister in fact, and so
Philippians 1:27,28, and the next morning we traveled to Grand Rapids, to bid farewell to the .
. familty there, . | - ' o T _ . : o
While in Grand Rapids we received word that the road to New York was blocked with snow,
‘and New Year's day, and on Jamuary 2nd, 1873 we started for Paterson, New Jersey, having been

-in Hackensack; and saw a few American friends, We embarked Janvary 18, and arrived in the old -

. preached in various places, Bui the time for owr return journey was approaching rapidly.

I must make mention ofrone thing, to my Shaﬁe..our mother was not very clear on the
doctrine of grace; she seemed to rely more or less on her works. I had intended *o discuss

‘broach this matter to her. I sincerely regret this, because L never had another cpportunity.
Alas, how weak we are, : : : o S . .

_ In May 1873 we returned to Holland, Michigan, to begin our aministry there. There was much
“work to be done, both in and outside of the congregation. There was much unrest within, and-

.- people came to the consistory with all sorts of problems. The consistory met every week, and
they came to the meetings with their troubles. They would not or could not follew Christ's
ruwles for conduct, as found in Matthew 18. The consistory attempted to handle these matters

E There was little self-discipline and discipline of the Spirit, and Matthew 18 and Lord's Day 31
. were not practiced. : o : . _ : N

- Thus the consistory had much unnecessary work, and set out to improve conditions. The - -
consistory told the plaintiffs: "You must first admonish your brother in private; if necessary
‘take one or two others with you, ete." That gave the consistory some relief, and later we .
changed to monthly meetings, with no more difficulty than formerly at weekly sessions.




‘ ij had been the custom in the old country, and custom is strong. Those who were opposed, to this _
- -custom sometimes used strange methods. Thus it happened that a young man came to the consistory.

' times this was permissible. I talked for a while with the young man, who was my catechumen,

.. succeeded in his plea. I indicated ny displeasure, and asked the older waether the child, born -

iy ignerant father ceould not do it, but the converted grandfather could.

o thought of the value of the good intentions of the pope and the priests, but said: "It is too

;  with a sermon based on Zecharizh 6:15. ¥hile I was in Fella, Lafayette had honored me with a

'*w '1ess to do, gave me a feeling of melancholy,

.13.

- I soon became counselor for several other churches, and from time to time I was obliged |
~ to assist in settling some unpleasant problems, At one time we went to a neighboring church,
comet at 2,00 P.H., and returned the next morning after daybreak, having had no sleep, and
- without solving the problems. . : B . ' : I

L I was instructed to purchase "De Wachter" from my elder C.Vorst, for ‘the denonination, -

- and did so., De Wachter, established by brother Vorst, with Rev.D.Jd.Vander Werp as editor, now.
- became the property of the denomination, with Rev.G.E.Boer as editor. I was appointed associate
‘editor and administrator, All denominational funds were also sent to me. Thus I had an abundance
.. of work, also to keep peace in the congrezation. Voreover, our cld parsonage shook so severely

.~ An a strong wind that we were forced to flee to a neighbor's house one morning at 3.00 o'clock, -
- to save our lives. : L : S R R ' e o

L Bowever, ocur ﬁork was blessed, and we remained in Holland five years..During that period
.~ the chwrch of Lafayette, Indiana called us twice, and we accepted the second c¢all, Hov.13,1877.

- . Before we leave Holland I must tell you about an unusual event. In those days it was _

- quite common for believers who had not velt made profession of faith to present their children

. for baptism, and to reply to the questions in the formalary even as those who were members in
 full communion. There were some who felt that this was not as it should be, but for many this .

. requesting membership as a baptized member, and asking that he and his wife, who was & pro-
- fessing member, be permitted to have their child baptized. According to the custom of those

- and then asked the brethren of the consistory whether they had any questions. One of the

- brethren then asked him whether he was certain that he had made a covenant with God. The man

- did not know how to answer this fairly profound question, and then the elder said: "If you do
not knew, how can you bring your child into the covemant?" He continued: "It would be better
if your wife's father would present your child for baptism; it can then be brought into the
covenant in that way." I was amazed, and the young man was forced to depart without having

" of a believing mother, was in the covenant, or whether we had to bring it in. Also whether the

1 could not understand it,'and was dumbfouwmnded to find thaf we had éuch an eidér._I'also |

‘late o discuss this matter now; we must postpone it until the next consistory meeting." Only
. this, that he must understand that I could not submit to such a view of the covenant. But at

- the next consistory meeting the matter ended abruptly, because the elder said that it was not
true that he had made such a statement, and when one of the brethren insisted that he had |
.- dindeed said it he put on his coat and left the meeting and the church. Thus we had some stormy -
©. times, but I remained with the church five years, and not without a blessing. - g

From Holland my way led to Lafayette, Indiana, and I began my ministry there Jan'y 6,1878,

- call, which I declined. This time I accepted their call, although the congregation was smaller,
and the salary less, Before we left for Lafayette I resigned from the administration of eccle-
siastical funds, ete. I now came into a congenial smsll church, which appreciated my wministry, .
-and liberally supplied our needs. &nd yet, I was not entirely at ease, because the change was
so great. To come from Holland, where I had an abundance of work, +o Lafayette with se much

. One might séy'that'this was very foolish, esPeéially'if one knew how to study. But T
‘hardly knew what that meant, and I felt as if I were cuteide of the ecclesiastical life., For’
the rest I worked there with much pleasure, with the blessing of God. ' : ' :

_ However, wherever we may be, we encounter some strange things, especially in this land
- with its varied population, I organized a catechism €lass with several married men, all living
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- near the church, and there was one man who was very much taken with the idea. He thought it
would be 2 wonderful opportunity to find out what made the new preacher tick., I was apprised
of thig, and given to understand thet he was quite opinicnated, We were discussing the three
- things necessary for our salvetion, and now the poor fellow thought he had 2 chance to sound
out the dominie, He sajd: "Well, dominie, we read that we must know how great ovr sins and
miseries are, and no one can ever know that. Both cannot be true. What is ithe answer?

- He thought that now he would gain his objective, for soon it became evident that he did

- not know. Because I knew what the know-it-211 had in mind I asked him: "Don't you know the
answert" He really did not lmow, and said: "No, dominie." Now I was ready for a bit of teasing,
and said: "Don't you know that? I am sorry to hear it. I thought you knew all about it,"

I suggested that we tske a week to think about it, in an atiempt to solve the problem, and

- then came the answer that I expected. He said: "No, dominie, we are here to learn, and you
~must clear this up for us." I said: "Yes, brother, but you must not be so hasty, and must not

- expect too much from me. I don't know everything, and it could be that I was not clear in my i
mind on this matter, Let us think about it for 2 week, and see whether we understand it then." |

Now he really thought that I was embarrassed about the question, and said: "No, no, you
‘must solve 1t for us; that's why we are here." I said: "Well, if it must be, we will see what
. we can do, but it seems to be a difficult cuesticn, for we rezd that we must know how great

Cour” sins and miseries are, and I agree that we cannot become aware of their magnitude,” I

-~ purpesely dragged out the discussion, znd asked him whether I might ask a few questions.

They were: "Was this catechism written by intelligent peoplet" He thought they were intelligent.
‘Then I said: "If we accept this we must nevertheless agree that an intelligent person can
sometimes do a foolish thing, and perhaps this was one of those foolish things, to write or
say something that no ons can ever find ocut.” , . ' '

. He had no answer for this. I said: I'm sorry about that. I thought thet you would surely
know the solution.” Thus I tried to make him feel ashamed. I now began to talk zbout his ¢id .
- cabinet, its doors and keys, etc., and ssked him whether we also needed 2 key for this problem.
He did not ¥now. I said: "Did the writers mention anything other than that we must know how '

¢ great our sins and miseries are?" 'Yes, two other things, nemely how we may be delivered from. -
- our sins, and how we may thank God for such deliverance.® "Are these three things related?"

- He said "Perhaps.” I said: "Not perhaps, but certainly. The writers of those three things had
- more sense than all of us put together, and they knew very well what they were saying. They
knew that no one knows exactly how great our sins are, but that we really muast know. That may
- seemssirange to you, but it is clear as crystal. If we can only find the key for the words
"how great”. Imagine somecns who is guietly and slowly convieted of his lost state, and who
confesses it in secret, not daring to talk about it. But he believes that he is lost, and must
. needs have Jesus if he is to be saved, and his heart gees out to Him. Think also of one who
 has lived a very sinful life, and is suddenly halted on his sinful way and pursuved by the
curse of the law and the terrors of death and hell, and in desperation he flees to God, and
ceventually finds refuge in Jesus. Both of these men know how great their sins and miseries are.
They are so great that they must have Jesus. That is the true criterion. Lost in ourselves;
te Jesus for deliverance; and it follows naturally how we can show ocur gratitude to God for
such deliverance. It has been said that thers is an evangelical conversion and also a legal
~ conversion. However that may be, we may never separate these three parts, and the knowledge of
sin must bring us to Christ for deliverance, while the deliverance through Christ must lead us -
to gratitude to God, Now our fathers knew very well thal no cne can know how great our sins
and miseries are, and yet they saw clearly that this is a requirement, but in comnection with
the two follewing parts. No conviction of sin leads to salvation unless it brings us to Jesus,
~and all knowledge of sin is sufficient which teaches us to choose Jesus as the orly Savior
and to serve God. What do you think of it?" He said: "It is probably true", and he had been
punished a bit for his conceit. : ' '

Except for a few of such trifles I spent two years there with much pleasure, but I must
tell you about a case of ignorance and dullness. e had celebrated the Lord's Supper according
to custom when I met a member of the church with whom I felt called to discuss the Sacrament.

I asked him: "Didn't I see you at the Lord's table?" "Ch, yes, dominie.' "Is there a reason
why you attend?? "Yes, dominie, I have hopes that it will serve to promote my conversion.®
"Are you unconverted?" ‘"Yes, dominie." T said: "Do you not know by this time that the Lord's
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Supper was notjinstituted for oﬁf'converSion, but for_streﬁgthening our faith?™ The poor man
did not know, although,two faitthl ministers, Jacob and Jan Scheners, had preceded me in that -
church. .
Although T was servmng a good church Wﬂlch exerted 1tself to make life pleasant for us,
we left there after two years, to return to the church in Kalamazoo which we had left seven
years earlier. As I have mentioned, cur first service in that church lasted only 16 months, -
- and when we were in Holland I often thought that was really too short, and then I felt inclined ;
- to serve them again if they should ever desire it. (Fy wife felt that they would call me again.)

- During the seven years following our departure things were happening in Kalamazoo, Iy
. 'successor was candidate E.Vande Vries, during whose ministry the church expanded. But after he
left they were unfortunate in having a former missionary from the Netherlands, C.Dg Best,
preach for them and live in their parscnazge. Put when his credentials and additional informa-
tion cbtained from the Netherlands showed that he was not licensed to preach, he departed and
began to preach in a hall in the city. That led to division and schism, and caused much treuble.
in the congregation. With the approval of Classis I was chosen with a large magorlty of votes,
- without first presenting a nomlnqtlon to the congregatlon. I was callea, and thls presented me
- with no small nroblem, _ : - :

_ Kalamazoo s congregatlcn was torn by sirife, poor and in difficult c1rcuﬁstances and L
was serving a church which appreciated my labors. ind yet the door had been tpened which made
possible what I had desired from time to time, and which my wife believed to be certain to
occur. Now it was up to me to make 3 decisicn. (Since I heve mentioned my wife 1 feel that it
~is my duty te say that she never tried to influence me either to accept or to decline a call,

o In this respect also she was a noble woman.) I soon accepted the call, trustﬂng that the Lord

. content, I put it away with the first note, and declined the call. When a third call came,
- there came also another note in the same handwriting, threatening us with fire and death if

would use me to repair the breaches, and we were not put to shame.

_ We came to & group of forty disheartened families, who were alsoc in flndnclal straits. -
ihey could promise to pay me only $500 annuall;, and the runaways mocked them, saying that they

~eould not feed us. But we were of good courage, and all worked out well. I always remained |

cheerful, even when the people were under a strain., Quite a mmber of families had followed

De Best when he left, and during the first pericd following our arrival attendance at worship waﬂ

- rather small, but it improved gradually. I judged that we ought not to make much ado about - '
' _thoce who had left us, but cught to await developments. . : ' l

. For the tlme belng I preacned three tlmes on Sunday, and once during the week,’ whlch was
"also De Best's schedule. We gained members, and he gradually lost. Before long he discontinued
the mid-week meeting, and we did the same, Leter his Sundey evening service was eliminated, and
1 began catechetical instruction instead of the evening service. The further history of De Best.

is so wretched that I prefer not to speak of it, In our congregation we could see progress. The’
:Qsalany was increased, the church building was painted and equipped with new pews, and after

- 5 years and 4 months we nuwbered 100 families, and they were strengtheﬁed, God had shown us
- that He wanted to use us to repair the breaches.

However, in spite of the fact tbat ouwr work was prosperlng, sometblng occurred Whlch T

“could not understand then and cannot fathom to this day. There was an elder who did not want

. me and had not voted for me, according to his own testimony. In itself that is not unusual, .
but this case was different. From the beginning of my ministry heé worked agsinst me, and in

an underhanded w&y. T talked to him in private several times, and asked him: "Why do you do

it? I surely haven't given you any cause. You are alone in this, etc." I s“oke to no one about.

the matier; since I had no grcund for ny susplclons, I remalned silent.

_ is a young preacher ki recelved many calls. Cn the occasion of one call I recelved an
. ancnymous note, urging me to go. Ordinarily one would not save such a missive, but I thought
. of the man mentioned above, and so .l saved it, and declined the call. S

The following call brought a similar note in the same handwriting, and with the same

1 had the temerity to decline again. I showed this note and the other two to rny wife, and she
- became concerned and wanted to lsave at once, I said: "Ho, I am going to decline the call, but:
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I want to find out what is at the bottom of this." I showed the thres notes {o onz of my
- deacons, and together we went to the Registrar's office, where the handwriting of the woman
- -that I suspected would be available. I asked whether we might see it, and the clerk immediately |
produced it. The similarity was so striking that there was no room for doubt. Then we saw :
. arothpr sample of her writing, which was equally convincing.

Then I went to the Prosscutor's office, told him about the case, and as<ed whether I couid
count- on his help if I needed it. He said: "Certainly; immediately?" I said: "No, I will inform
you at the proper time." He said: "I am ready for you any tinme." The fact was that I dmd not '

want to wake it a court case, but I had my reasons for making it appear oo._' : .

T went to the woman's husband -- the elder mentioned prev1ously —~— of whom I be11eved that
he was familiar with the case, and told him: "We are going to have a special consistory meeting.|
I have, since our arrival here received three anonymous letters in the same handwriting, and
think that I know the source. This thing must stop.” The man seemed a bit bewildered, for his
- first words _were: "Hast thou found me, o my enemy?” 1 answered: "No, I never sought yowu; how

then coula find youl" o - -

_ The consistory met, and the woman was asked to appear. The consistory was convinced that

.- she was the writer, but she denied it, and both declared that they were leaving the church;
-~ and they departed. I told them, however, that this was not the end; that they must beware of -
©any farther acts, and their children also, with respect to my children, ete., and we let them
- go. Although they lived nearby, and the man had passed the parsonageé daily on his way to work,

. from that day on we did not see him or any member of his family for months. I do not recall

‘ever seeing the woman agzin. The consistory thought it best, since they had resigned their
membership, and I had said that T wowld not make a court case cof it, to let the matter drop.
The judge would probably have sentenced her after comparing the handwriting, but it was not so

- gasy to bring the matier before the church. 1 was told that the woman, who did not know that 1

~ had decided not to take the matter to court, was sure that she was going to state prison, and
“ithus cvonfined herself to the house. . ‘ ' '

: Some time lzter there were a few people in the congregation who thought that the man

could be reinstated, because he had not written the notes. Some came Lo the consistory, te
roquest that a Classical commitiee be invited to discuss the matter. The consistory granted
the request. I left it to them, as T did not want to get involved again, and committed it to
God, Who in His good time would judge. The minutes of the consistory will reveal how phe matter
Was settled and God sau to 1t that I renelved and accepted a3 call, : -

- In later years that family experienced much trouble, but I will not condﬁmn them , but
leave it to the Lerd. Tt has always remained a riddle to me how that man later was agains
" elected to the eldership. T think that I can surmise the reascn whx those notes were written,
~out have no witnesses to prove it. But I am convinced that I was in that women's way, and
therefore also in his way. The consistory was also of that opinion, but they had not gone into -

L_ the matter before I came, and afterward it was too late., But eventually it will be cleared

 before God's tribunal,

 Our way now 1ed from Kalamazoo to Fremont. But first I must mentien that on,Augustrzh,1884,
I gave a memorial address in Kalamazoo, in comnection with the 15th anhiversary of the church,
and my 15 years in the ministry. This address was based on 1 Samuel 7:12 and Romans g8:32, It
was my privilege to pﬂeach my farewell sermon in Kalamaz&o with the words of the apostle in
2 Corinthians 13:11, :

The Fremont ehurch began in 1882 and many of 1ts merbers came from the Reformed Chnrch
" because Free Masons were accepted in that church. I was their first minister, and arrived

© o May 8, 1885 in a church of 88 families. The large majority in the congregation was financially

- encumbered, and many improvements were required, but there was steady progress. 1 worked six
- years and six nonths in that scattered and peaceful church, with much plezsure and many bles-
sings upon ny labors. The congregation grew, and when we left it had grown to 130 families,
~and the church of Reeman had been borm. :
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. ‘An unusual c1rcumstance in our e001951ast¢ca1 llfe was -the occasion for our depaﬂture

. from this congenial church. We were training men for the ministry, but did not have a building
~ for this purpose. The Synod of 1890 decided to take steps to obtain a building to serve as '
Theological School. Since 1876 it had been necessary to make do with a rented hall, but this

e was becoming burdensome. The Synod charged the Trustees, at that time eight persons, with the

. execution of this decision. I had the unmerited honor of being one of the trustees since 1876,
when we began our school with one professor. Now the trustees had to deliberate as to the method
to be used., We needed a picce of ground, and we especially rneeded money. The question was: how

'_e to get it. Our people were accustomed to contributing hundreds, but we needed. thousands, and .
. how were we to oblain such a sun? I voiced thé opinion that we ought to get a man who would

..” and I will do it without compensation during the summer months. I will do my best, but you must-
- make the arrangements with Fremont." That suggestion was adopted and arrangements were made,

. . at a salary of $900, without a parsonage. This was a difficult situation for me. I had become

- visit our people in their homes, and the brethren asked me whether I had anyone in mind who
ceovld and would do this work. I could not suggest anycne, but felt that this was tbe thmng to
- be done. | _

: After much d13cussxon one of the brethren said: "Why camnnot Rev Noordew1er do it? He feels
" that scmeone cught to contact our people, and the idea is good; I move that he be appointed.® -
- A1l the brethren supported that moticn. This was entirely unexpected; I had never thought of
- such a thing. It was a big undertaking, and hardly suitable for a minister. I had a church,
-which I should have to.leave, and that was a difficult matter. To enter upon another way of
1ife did nol appeal to me, and yet I knew that someone must do it. I was happy because the Lord
. -had blessed our people so greatly that we needed a buillding, and was convinced that they could
+ . and would contribute to the cause. But it is understandable that this de0181on laid a burden
: upon me. .. : : : :

: " ¥y thoughts wultlplled unihln me, and the Lord knew what I must do. I sighed, and loomed
. from one to the other of the brethren, but could not see that any of them would be better able
to do it. Then I made the suggestion: "Let the brethren provide preaching services for my _

‘church for a periecd of four months, and the congregation give its approval on those conditions,

o and I went to our Eastern churches for two months, and then to the Western churches for enother ‘
two months. The domlnle had turned coll@ctor, someuhlng I had never expected to do.

' It-worked out fairly well, but when the four moriths were completed I made my report to uhe

- trustees, and told them that I must return to my church. The fall season was at hand, and the

- catechism classes and family visiting were awaiting me. I realized that the work of c011ect1ng

- had to be continued, but my church needed me. The brethren knew that the work must not be

"~ Jjeopardized, and they wanted to retain my services, but they also knew that I was not minded

. to sacrifice my standing as a mlnlster. One who belleves that he has been called to the mlnlstry
cannot give 1t Upe :

_ In order to retaln my services the truSUees decided to make arrangements with the Home
Missions Committee to have me called for Home Mission work, and also to continue my tasgk of
collecting. This was approved, and I received the combined call for the pericd of one year,

- a minmister before we had a school, and was glad to know that we had advanced to the point of
" needing a building. With thanks to the Lord for His goodness shown to His people, and for the
fact that He had plaeed ne in the mlnlstry, we contributed $500,00. '

It was known that I loved the cause, and 1 knew that 1t,would involve many things, some

unpleasant, if 1 accepted the call. I had to leave a good church that esteemed me, and there
- would be no financial gain. Indeed, ¥ would have to put up with numerous inconveniences.
Further, at the end of the year I would be out in the cold. I would have to deal with many
-~ kinds of people, some miserly, and talk to them about money and giving. T would constantly be
. away from home. But, although I knew that the work would not be very pleasant, I found it im-
. 'possible to- decllne, because I believet that God in His Providence had led me in this direction.

He wourld cause the work to prosper, and woulc also care for my fawmily.’ :

- Thus I accepted the call, and bade farewell to the church in Fremont with a sermon based
_ on Proverbs 16:9: "A mznl's heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth Hls steps.“ During
- :those deys I was very conscious of God‘s 1ead1HV. o _ . _
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: So we went to Grand Rapids, which was to be our home for some time. The trustees were much
- .occupied with selecting a sultable site, and finally found it, at the corner of Madison and

v Fifth Avenues. The late Leendert Benjamins was a valuable counselor and helper. God prospered

. use I told the brethren that I must have help in the work of raising funds, for delay paralyzes
-the work: The late Hev.lLangereis was engaged to help me in Classis Holland. It worked out %%1ng

7-jwell that we were able to dedicate a fine building in a good location in September 1892. Every<s

- worked out above expectaltions, and we were able to do more thah Synod thought necessary. It had
- suggested a meximum expenditure of $15,000,00, but the collections were. good and we built at
a con31derably hlﬁher ficure. The Lord was Wlth us in all thlngs. .

i When we came to the end of the year for which I had been called I sald. "Brethren, now
~you are rid of me again." Because of my wife's illness I could not continue as home m1551onanv,i

i'.l’and so notified the Commlttee. I announced my availability for calls.

. ' The combined churches of Vriesland and Overlsel 1mmedlately called me, as well as Richland,
. Sheboygan, Hastmanviile, and FPrinsburg, I declined all; some because of requmrements for my fédi,
family. Finally, Kellocsv1lle called ne, and I accepted that call.

, Now T must uell you that on a collectlon trip one meets with some unusual experiences,
" some pleasant, and others rather disagreeable, CUne learns especially how many people love mnoney,

" “.and how many strange, and scmetimes impious reasons are given for not conmtributing. 4s I.

]
!
traveled I would speak in the various churches to explain the reason for my visit, and visited
some of the well-to-do folk in their homes. On such occasions 1 thought it approprlate to - =
mention 2 Corlnthlans 9, but that did not always meet wmth favor, - . S
! 1

e A5 I spoke in one church I saw a man in the audience Whom I knew to he qulte well off

© finaneially, and I wenlt to visit him in his home. I talked to him about our sehool, and asked
- him to make a coniribution. But instead of a gift I received a severe verbal trouncing for
oy talk of the previous evening. No word of mine made the siightest dent in his armor, and 1 =

- received nothing. Sometimes I met very pious folks, some of them members of the consistory,

on whom T could not make any impression. Then I would call upon God: “Lord how is this p0551b1e

. Such misers offlce”Hearers in Thy church!®

_' cameng other things: "Dominie, last night you spoke about this matter and took an offering for
o it, éand at such times I am accustomed to doing what the Lord tells me to do. That is thecend

. out for you. If you were the only contributor to last night's collection (and I am sure that

' _few samples, but I will step here.

B On one occasion I v181ted a man who had been pcinted out tc me as being'very wealthy. _%
. I went to see him with the local pastor, and spoke to him abeout the good cauvse, but he said,

of it, for so I did last night." I answered: ¥ I am sorry to hear you say that, for then I
- must conclude that you are serving a God Who cannot caleulate." That puzzled him, and he wanted
-to know how I came to that cenclusion, T said: "Well, that is not so strange. I can figure it

you were not) you still would not have contributed according to ability. And that is God's
criterion.” Thus the miser hides his love of money under a cloak of plety. These are but a

_ Asg stated above, I had again declared my ellglblllty for a call and after decllnlng
~geveral I accepted the call to Kellogsville, five miles south of Grand Rapids. (At this time,
" considerably less, because of the expansion of the city.) When I announced my availability

- during the Fall of 1892 my name was placed in nomination, but Mr.S.Koster was chosen. However,
~things were soon in a bad state, so that the Classis had to intervene, and decided that Rev. .

~ Koster must accept the first call that he received. In less than a year, the church at hellogs-

'_Vllle vas torn by vtrxfe, the pastor departed and we came in. : :

o In »eptember 7893 I began ry mlnlstry there uluh a sermon based on Psalm L 7: "Many thers

_;be that say 'who will show us any good?' Lift Thou up the light of ¥hy countenance upon us,

-0 Lord." I was not able to bring back those who had left, for the Classis decided to approve

. the reguest of this faction to be organized as a sepsrate church, and I had to abide by that.
decision. That church is now known as Cutlerville. I labored in the Xellogsville church in )
- peace for three years, and in the Fall of 1894 T celebraeed my 25th annlversany in the mlnletry

- there Vlth 2 sermon based on. C010551ans 1:25~ 29. .




. the results were still felt., These after-effects gave me considerable extra work, even in con-
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In 1896 I exchanged Kellogsville for Jenison, whose earlier call I had declined. When
they called me in May 1896 I did not feel free to decline. However, they plammed to enlarge
. ~the parscnage, so we remained in Kellegsville another three months. We began our labors in

Jenison on September 20, 1896, and remained there 11 yvears and 3 months.

When we came, the church was weak because of the many-troubles that had plagued them, and

- necticn with scme of the brethren in Classis, who saw the conditien in Jenison in a wrong
light. Generally speaking, I was permitited to serve this church wmth éreat pﬁeasure. It grew
_constantlv, and many. came to profess thc1r faith.

uut there was one matter that required change., In former years, members of our church who:

had been baptized but had not yet made profession of their faith, although in all other respects
- they lived an exemplary life, were permitted to have their children baptized, and to reply to
. the formulary questions even zs those who were members in full comminion. Many were. accustomed
- to that in the old fatherland, especially in the province of Greningen, the cld howe of most
of the Jenison folks, However, in our dencmination there was a constantly increasing opposition
- to this custom. Although I hzd also been_ralsed in those circles, and previcusly did not know

- any better, I began to shars in that opposition, and felt that this custom could not be squared

- with the Scriptures nor with cur fermulary which had been in use for many ysars. Most of my
- - congregation could see no wrong in the custom, and now it became my duty to combat it, slowly
'_-but conetantly : s : :

_ At every meeting of Classis we were admonished because of the slow pregress. I stressed
it in catechism classes and worked especially with married folks, and prepared a question and
~answer book dealing with the subject., I read the draft c¢f it to the consistory, most of whose -
- members shared the same errcneous ideas, especially the older folks who had been raised in the
province of Gromingen, After reading the draft I asked: "What do you think of it?" None dared

to offer any objections, but it wes difficult for many to agres to it. They knew that it hsd

. to be done, but asked me what I intended to do with it. I answered that I expected to publish
it and distribute it among the members of the church. After I had completed eight years in the
ministry of the Jenison church the decision could be made by the consistory that one or both

- parents must be confessing members if they expected to present a child for baptisn.

During our pastorate in Jenison many things happened in the parsonsge, things that I shall
never forget. The parsonage had been enlarged for our benefit, for I arrived with a wife and.
six children, On March 31, 1901 my dear wife died. She had been suffering for meny years, and
was dependent upon us in every way. Cur twe daughters nursed her faithfully, and she was very
patient. Weither she nor we expected that she would live to a great age, but when she departed
in the hope of eternal life I had lost the dearest possession on earth, and was very lonely.
Our two daughters were cspable of handling the housekeeping, but they were adults, and they,
as well as two sons, were married in the space of one year. My son Tomnis and his wife came to
live with me in the parscnage, and this continued for three years. It worked out well, although
there were difficulties., ' : )

Then God gave me another wife, the widow of Rev.P. Bakver,'to whom I was married December
26, 1905. We lived in the large parsonage, and rejoiced in God's goodness in grdnulna this
“pleasvre to two old people, :

Thus 11 years and 3 months passed in Jenison. In Npvember 1506 I received a call from the
" church in Bemis, South Dakota, and consulted with my comsistory sbout it. I said: "Brethren,

~ I have a call from Bemis, and I'm ten years older than when I came here. If I am now getiing

- teo old, or if there is any other reason which would indicate that I should leave, please tell
us, and we will go," Some laughed, and none seemed to feel the need of a change, although one
man remgined silent. But many urged us to stay as long as we were able to continue, and we
stayed, I had also thought that we ought to remain there as long as I could do the work, but
God's way was not our way, and the unexgpscted happened. .

- Cur vay led to Firth, Nebraska. They asked me whether they might placp Iy name in nomi-
nation: I replled that they ought not 1o do so, but to call anether man whom I suggested. They
did call him, but he declined. When I saw wy name included in the next nominaticn I wrote to -




. and I was filled with anxiety for the church, more than they ever knew, and at times I feared

I spoke to them severely, comnecting it with my inauvgurzl sermon 'L have 2 message from God

. asleep, and had to be awekened rudely. I did get 2 hearing, and things began te improve.

2C

- them: "Please, do not call me", but they did call me nevertheless. I received the call, and

“knew that for many years they had struggled with difficulties, and mary nembers had moved to
other places. This call caused me much difficulty and much struggle, but I had to accept it,
although I wanted to decline. It troubled mé, but I said: "Wife, we are going to Firth', and
accepted the call of the small, disturbed, and far.off church, to the surprise of mary, and k.
not to the Joy of my wife and children., Zut the deciding factor must be what we believe God's Vi
- will to be, and during the first days of 1907 we departed for Firth in good spirits, to seée

- what God's plan for me would be. - o ' ' : :

On Jamiary &, 1907 we arrived in the little town of Firth, and the congregation escorted

- us to the mparscnsge, where everything was in readiness for a royal welcome. The congregation

was hapoy because it again had a minister after 2 short vacancy, put it was high time if the
church was to survive. Therefore meny of the members were pleasantly surprised as they realized
that God was watching over them, Knowing that the church had suffered because of internal strife,

~. and the removal of some to other places had weakened it, I could hardly rejoice with them, but |
.. faced the future with some misgivings. ' ' :

The following Sunday I was installed by my predecessor, Rev.E.Vanden Berge. The congrega-
tion was very small, and that seemed strange toc me. But the installation sermon was as strange
~ as I have ever experienced, and it was repugnant to me. I was displeased and disheartened, and
‘related this feeling o my expectations for the little church. & few of the members realized

that the church was not in a flowrishing condition, but most of them had 1ittle understanding. -
of its condition. In the installation sermon I was praised openly, and the congregation was
urged to be very thankful because it had received another minister so soon, and a good one at
‘that. But we heard not one word with regard to our office as Minister of the Word. Iy heart
fainted wilhin me, ' .

I preached my insugural sermon, based on Judges 3:20,: 4nd Ehud said: 'I have a message
‘from God unto thee. Then he arose ocut of his seat!." Ny topic was "The Message of the Minister
of the Word", First, the message must be derived from God's Word; second, how is this message
- to be received by the congregation; third, applying the message to this occasion. Its prinme
. application was that we must all bow before that Word, as my experience taught me very soon.

_ I vegan my work with many misgivings, for I saw at once that the condition of the congre-
-gation left much to be desired, and that the trouble seemed to be centered in the consistory.
It was very difficult. I did not know how to proceed in order to help them, and especially to
work for the continuing existence of the little church.. It required much pondering and orayer,

that I would perish with my last church. I had entered upon the ministry in more than one church
while it was in difficult circumstances, but had always surmounted the troubles. But in this
- chur¢h the outlook was very dark. It had been sorely neglected, and this became evident

- especially during the first summer, when the lodern Woodmen held their annual picnic in Firth.
It lasted itwo days, and was a regular vanity fair. - : ' s

Of course, we cannct expect anything different from the world., The towm was flooded with
people, but the worst thing was that we saw our owun pecple attending these things. Fathers and .
‘mothers came with their children from miles away to enjoy those vain pleaspres. We heard that
most of our peoprle were there, and we were scheduled to celebrate the Lord's Supper the fol-

" lowing day. T paced the floor in perplexity and prayed for light to show me what I ought to
 say and do. One of our mewbers who felt as sad zbout the matter as I did, came to visit me,
“and to suggest that we could not celebraie the Lord's Supper under these circumstancss, I 'did
not dare to make such a decision without the comsistory, and felt that we must go . flrough with
- it. The following morning I talked to the consistory, straight from the shoulder. There was
‘no word of contradiction, but there was some acknowledgement that the thing was nob right. .

; It now became guite evident thal there was a serious falling off among our people; also,
‘hew wretched the leadership had been during the past several yeéars. We experierced a miserable
Sunday, and attendance at the Lord's Supper was very irregular. Meny were ashamed, and that day

- unto thee'. They had been neglected, and the line of demarcation between church and world had
been obliterated, There were some God~fearing persons who were nuch concerned, but many were
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_ Put there was more to come, for conditions in the consistory were not gooed. That was sad,
" especially in such a small church, where it is difficuit to obtain office-bsarers. We had cne
elder who operated a meat mavket, and kent his market open on Sunday. One of the deacons told
me about it, and zsked what we could do about it. I told him: "Next week we will have a don-
sistory meeting, and then conduct Censura Horem in preparation for the Lord's Supper. It would
be well for you to voice your objection at that time.” During that week I went to the meab

. market to buy meat, and asked the son who operated the store on Sunday: "Do you have the shop
_open on Sunday?" He answered: "Yes.' "Don't you know that this is wrong?' "Yes, I know that
it is & sim, but T do it anyway." ‘"But, my boy, what must become of us wnen we do ¥ sinful
work and admit that it is wrong, and ssy at the same time: 'I do it anyway 7% He said to me:
-"You better qult your Tal klng, as long as T am bere the shop JllT he open.’

) 1 knew now that 1 had an elder who set in the church on Sunday as an offlce~baarer and
permitted his son to opsrate a business on that day. I awaited events at the next consistory

‘brother is bringing this up. I hzd intended to ask the brethrén whetheér we could continue."
- We said that it seemed strange to us that he did not know that this was wrong., If we are to .
- rest from our daily work every seventh day, it ought fo be clear that we mey not conduct busi- |
. .ness on Sunday, especially an office-bearer, He then stated that he would close the shop on
..uundays,_and the consistory left it at that. - o -

I t0ld him how his son had spoken to me, and alsc asked him whether his wifle sold milk
Con Sunday.But he said the latter was not his affair; we hed better talk to Iis wife about that.

T also asked him privately whether he had made a deal with a cattle dealer on Sunday morning,
'but was never able to get a Yes or No to that questﬂon.

: _ dhen the minutes were read at the next consistory meeting, the clerk had written that the
brother had confessed guilt. The elder referred to that minute, saying that he had never con-

fessed, and never would., (He had stated that he would close the shop, and this had been Te-:

corded as a confession of guilt.) The matter came dp at every consistory meeting, and we dis-

cussed it so long that the man became angry, and resigned his eldership and his menbership.

Eventually this was accepted, for there was 1little knowledge of or feeling for discipline.

I once asked an elder whether anyone had ever been disciplined, and his answer was:'"No,dominie.”

Following the discussicn of the aforementioned matier at the consistory meeting, I was
walking in the street and met a group of boys who looked at me mockingly, and started to sing:
-HButcher shop closed on Sunday." I stopped a moment, and said: "Boys, whe taught you that nice
song? Sing it again.'" But they remained silent, and I did not hear it again. I will not speak
of the foolish and mocking remarﬁs the man in question made to all who Would Yisten, for that
-'would be a sad stoery. .

At znother time an elder said to me: "Dominie, I ithink our congregatlion is still too
large; we chall have to get rid of some if we are to have peace." I merely said: "That's
“-possible", and immediately began to watch his actions, in order to deiermine what he meant,

" and what he planned to do. He was the treasurser of the consioto"y, and there was one deacon

who refused to deliver the money received for minister's salary to his house, but brought it

_ 1o the consistory (as some others also did). Now this elder made a complaint against the deacon
at the next consistery meeting. The deacon became very angry, called him some uncomplimentary

names, and dashed out of the meeting, 1 was amazed, and thought that we would now get to the

bottom of the trouble. The church is too large, and the deacon must leave., Afier he left, I

- gaid: "Brethren, this must not be. We must eall a consistiory meelting for next week, ask the

. brother to mest with us, and attempt to straighten this ocut. This was done, and the deacon

- wholeheartedly confessed his wrong before the consistery, which included the offended elder.

The consistory accepted this confession, but the cffended one was not satisfied. He resigned -

© . his eldership, and the membership of himself and his wife.

" peace, L remained five years, and must say that at the end of that period we had an amenable

_ The consmstory Judged that the first re31gnat10n ought to be apcemted but sftnr much
- discussion both remained as members of the church. From that time on we experienced rest and

;
j
1
|
J
j
|

R roup of people. But I was getting older, and my zest for living and laboring had received a <
_golt ard I began to leng for a peried of rest and closer contact with ocur children, 1 informed
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‘the consisidny, but they would not hear of it; they insisted that I ought to remain with them,

since the church was now experiencing a Tormerly unknown peace. chever, they realized that

'_they would have to acquiesce if I persisted in. my desire.

1 asked them to endorse my request to Gla351s for emeritation, and they would not refuse -
wy request, although it grieved them. Thus Classis Pella granted me honorable emeritation, .
effective Cctober 1912, forty-three years after I was installed as minister of the Pells church,

- and now I received emeritation in the same church building. It was an impressive moment for me. .

We remained in Firth a few more weeks, as we had bought a lot in Gramd Rapids upon which
to build a house., YWe preached our farewell sermon in November 1912, based on 1 John 2:18:

C"LAittle ch;laren, it is the last time." We expsrienced the utmost friendship in word and deed,

up to the last moment before our departure, and I have never had any regrets in connection with |
my ministry there, and believe that I bave been a b1e581nﬂ o them although I did not want to

T go therea

After a short visit in Chicago with our davghter and son~in~law, Rev.J.R.Brink, and & few
=3 i)

.days with our son Albert and his family, we went to Grand Rapids, and on December 21, 1912 we

moved into our own home at 617 Bates Street, and became members of the First Church. This is

. the same church from which we went to Pella in 1869,

I thought it well to relate these t¢1ngs in comnection thh my mlnlstry October 1869 to '

November 1912, and thanksgiving for making this possible is due only to God and His grace, He

knows how imperfectly I carried out Eis commands, and what purpcses I have served. To patiiéi-
pate in the 1ife of the church was my delight, and throughout my 1ife I wrote articles for

De Wachter. I also published a few small articles, and was for meny years a curator of our
school. Since 1881 Professor Hemkes and I, together with some others, edited the Yearbook, and
until the present I am the Synodical Trezsurer. -

I will record here that my brother Tennis, previcusly mentioned, is no longer in the land
of the living upon earth. My only remaining brother Eye lives with me in Grand RgpldS. Now

‘Tollows the obltuary notLCe of my brot%er Tonnis.

Today, Auc st 7, 1213, our dearly belov*d husband and father, Rev T.Noordewzer
fell asleep at the age of 69 years, trusting in his Covenant God '

A.Noordewler - Slgpkens
C.M. Noordewier
A.d. Woordewier

Tbe con515tory of the church at Mvp:el published the follew1nw

" Thursday, August 7, 1913, our much esteened senior minisiter and bTOuheP,
Rev.T. \oovqewier, departed this life at the age of almost 70 years,. trusting
in the assurance of faith. During a periocd of 33 years he served the church
of Meprpel with loving dévotion and unabated zeal. May our faithful Covenant
God camforit the sorrowing widew and children, and may He give grace to the
church to follow in the St“ps of thls pastor, whose memory w111 be a blessing
- in our mlast :
For the Consistory of the Gereformeerde -
- church
. _ . . J.C. Brussasrd, President
Meppel, August 12, 1913, _ : n.Tlmmer, Clerk

The reader will Iorgmvu the re?erehce to ﬁy brother as I now relate something aboat my
llfe as a retired mlnlster. :
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1 Chapter V
¥y retirement years

1 requested emerltatlon. ﬂhy? Let the statement speak Whlch Claesxs Pella presented to me
1n response to my request : : .

l.s - o : S N :
" Classis Pella of the Christian Reformed Church declares that Rev.
- J.Noordewier, who served the church at Firth, Nebraska since 1908,
. was granted honbrable emeritation at his request, supported by the
.- consistory of Firth., This emeritation is effective October 1, 1912,
- and is granted because the brother states that his age (73 years)
prevents him from doing what he would and should do. .
- The Classis prays that the Lord may richly bless him in the years
- that remain on earth, and that he may then enter into the rest that
- remains for the people of God, :
‘May the consistory and congregation of 1rth Iix thelr eyes upon
" the great_Shepherd Who never deserts His flock.

* Pella, Towa, Septenber 17, 1912, o A.J Brink, Stated Glerk

This certlflcate of emeritation 1ndlcated indeed 1nd1rect3y, but not dlrectly, that _
‘I could no longer serve the church, That is why it reads: "because the brother states that his -
age (73 years) prevents him from doing what he would and should do." I was still able to do
- what the church and the consistory expected of me, and they were desircus of having me vremain .
with them, but I was no longer able to satisfy myself, and furthermore, we 0ld folks were so
,far from our ch:l.ldren° ch had given us six children, all living, bul we were 750 mlles away.

L If it bad been necessary for the church to. support us, neither the Classis nor I could
. have felt free To take the step, but the Lord had provided for our needs. Thus I felt that I
- might rest from my labors, and {4 establish our home nearer to our children. I could still
o preach here and there when invited, but I was relieved of the care for the church. This I found
. time to write this sketch, and still I was able to preach Iorty tlmes in 1913, and flfty tines .
in each of the next two years.

. In 1916 I recexved an 1nV1tat10n from the con81story of Lafayette, Indiana, to come with

. my wife; to preach for them a few Sundays, to administer the Lord's Supper, and to participate
~in the 50th amniversary of the founding of the church. We traveled to Lafayetie, and on the amni-

~ versary day we found that several former ministers had been invited -~ B.Mollema, B.H.Einink,

- H.M.Vander Ploeg, and D.H.Kromminga, as well as M.Schans, who had accepted their call, All of

these brethren participated in the festivities, and we sPent an enjoyable time in the mldst of

' -the church that 1 had served with so much pleasure. -

1
: In Hay 1916 I was invited to preach and admlnlster the Lord's Supper in Cleveland, West. }
This time my wife again accompanied me, .for we traveled from Cleveland to New London, Pennsyl—
‘vania, to visit our son Johsnnes and hes family. We remained there over Sunday, and then re- ‘
turned to Cleveland for another preaching endagement. We were lodged with A,Reitsema and his |
wife for a few days, and then went to Detrmlt 1o preach there one Sunday, and cane home on Ma 3q
|
|
!
|

But there was more actlvlty. We alse had an invitstion from Fella, my first charge, 1o mee ﬁ:
with them and participaie in the celebration of the 50th anniversary of their founding, August 9
-1916. The progran indicates my part in the services. There were two other former ministers; the
others who had served them had passed away. I was the oldest, nearly 76 years old. I hqd the
pleasure of speaking to my former church on "The Church as God's Elect."

The following week they organized a Mission Fest, at which I was es?ed to upeak about’ =
Home Missicns. These were pleasant days, and I also preached in Galesburg the follow1ng Sunday.-i

: In November we were in Helland, Mlchlgan to- conmemorate the 50th anniversary of my former
church in that city. Thus the year 1916 was a2 busy yeer, for I had various other preachln

-;  engegements.
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Toward the end of 1916 the First Christian Reformed Church on Bates Street elected me to

the office of elder. I was then 77 years old. This added to my duties, and in addition to my

work as an elder I preached 25 times in 1517 and 40 times in 19185. During the latter year the

congregation suffered a grievous loss in the death of its beloved minister, Rev.Peter Ekster,
and T was then asked to cenduct the funerals which occurred in the congregation,

ﬂccordlng to custom I retired as elder on New‘iear day of 1919. I had reached the age
of 79 years, and was rejoicing in good health. I stili contribute articles for De Wachter from
time to time, and still funetion as Syncdical Treasurer. These things are a blessing in old age,
. .for thay permit me fo retain an active interest in the 1life of the church. I also proclair the
Word of God pceasienally, but not as often as in fornsr vears. o :

On April 2?, 1919 I was honored Wltn the task of 1n=t3111ng Rev.E.d.Tanis as the pastor

- of our church, preaching on 1 Thessalonians 5:12,13, I am often surprised to receive so many ﬁrf

preaching requests, since ocur Theological School is here, and in addition to the professors
- there are about 20 students who have preaching license. Lnd when I look at ocur Yearbook I fird
- a 1ist of 31 ministers who have passed away, and 1 am.still among the living.

How mysterious are Ged's ways., I think of so many who were talented and strong, and we
thought they could have laborsd so effectively, and yet the Lord took them. These are siome of
. the unsolved mysteries in God's dealings with man, a2nd we belisve that He will reveal thenm in
- eternity. His decrees are sovereign, and we believe that His supreme wisdom contrcls all, but -
- we are not yet abkle to understand it. We have many vacant churches that are anxious to have a
- winister, and yet the Lord took six men out of our smell circle this year. This cught to be a
sobering thought for all of us.

Although I have retired from the active ministry, I may and must keep active, and on
December 9, 1919 our church elected me to another term as elder, a2lthough I hope to reach my
- 80th birthday on the 27th. That sobering thought of which I spoke is applicable to me also,
Now L have come to the end of my notes on my 80th birthday, snd I am amazed at CGed's leading
in my life, and am ashamed., I have responded so imperfectly to His grace and mercy, and it
* behooves me to cry: "Lord, have mercy." Oh, how little adversity I have experienced. T did
indeed suffer the loss of a wife by death, and that was a painful loss, but the Lord gave ne
a second wife, and we have already had 14 pleasant years together. My six children, 211 of
them of my first marriage, are all living, and my ocldest seon and his wife 1nV1ted all to their
'home to commemorate God's goodness on my 8“th birthday. :

When T think of nIy humble beginmings; of the fact that all of my children ave blessed
~materially; that one of my sons is a minister in the Presbyterian Church, and that my wife and
I may live comfortably in our own home, with God's blessing, I may exclaim: "Who am I, and
. what is my house, that Theu hast brought us hitherte?? And what a wonder of His grace that He =

~orescued me from my life of vanity, making me His child and heir, and caliing me to ths ministry'

©of the Word at a time when our church in this land had existed only 12 years. When I think of
the little training that I received, so that I used to weep and wonder what would become of me,
and then recall that I was privileged to serve the church in the ministry for 43 years, I anm
amazed at God's goodness, .

I review once again my entry into the ministry among the small and despised greup that
returned out of the Reformed Church, and then I stand amazed at its growbth, -- more than
40,000 souls, divided into 240 congregations, with 178 ministers, having its cun Thecological
SchooT and Collewe with 16 professors and LOO stunents, and exclzim: "He thet built all ef
this is God!" - :

_ LO?GOV33570U4 pcople already have a large nulber of Christian scbooWS, and more are

coming constantly. We have carried on missionary labors among the Indians for many years,

and are preparing for foreign missions, There is mission work among the Jews, and the work
- of benevelence feor T.B. and mental patients. &nd now I ssy to my fellow ministers: "Be humble:
before God, and you will be strong in Him ¥ho ecazlled you to His service. :

. During my ministry among cur Dutch pecple we were quite isolated from the American world
~around -us, but that has changed, espec1ﬂ11y in recent years. Then we spoke the Dutch language,




. ashaned. Recognize the foe, and fight him, knowing that you are then serving your Sender. The
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_ but that is declining in the majority of cases. As a denomination we are increasingly using ;

the language of this country. Quite a large number of churches now use the English language STk

exclnsively, and others partially. Our youth is being educated almost exclusively in the Inglish

language; in our daily conversation we employ the Bnglish, and our people are represented in

- &ll of life's activities. We have been cast into the midst of the American world and life, and
this has its dangers with respect to the religious life. : o

The total muber of Reformed people in this land is small, and the un-Reformed surround

- us on all sides. Pernicious winds from institutions of higher learning blow in our directien.
May our Theological School and Collepe remain true to the confessions. May God give the school -
many young hen who fear Him, Young brethren, remain lovers of God's sovereign grace. Preach

the doctrine of grace faithfully, and it will be well with you. Be servants who need not be

‘battle is the Lord's. Be true to His Word and will. I have finished my work upon earth, but -
you are in the midst of the struggle, and the gospel was never popular in this world; but
especially in these days the gospel of the cross is being attacked on all sides and in varicus
ways. May your 1ife's motto be and remain: "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ."

S0 be it. ' ' : - ' :




