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DEATH NOTICE

On Oct. 26, 1908, quietly and in the

trust of her Heavenly Father at the age of

- 77 years, our much beloved mother, Martje
‘Nanco Smit, since 1899 widow of Martin Melle
Nieveen] Platte, Charles Mix Co., So. Dak.,

| -went to be with her Lord.
- for the names of the brothers and smters,

Cornelius 5, Nieveen

Translated by Marius Kroese, Adams, NE

Platte, 5.D. ''he elderly motheyr Mrs, M,
. Nieveen, whom two weeks ago was reported to
- have been stricken with a stroke is no more.

Though there was 1ittle hope for her recovery,
her death came unexpectedly., Present at the
memorial service were her sons, Piet Nieveen of
Corsica, S, D. and Cornelis who wags still at
home and her daunghters Mrs, R, Mulder of
Prairie View, Kansas and Mrs. Nanco ﬂieveen of
chkman, Nebr.




- Letter from M. Nieveen j

East Orange, Sioux County
Towa, North America

Dear Mother, Brother and Cousin:

We have received your letter but was sorry.to learn from you that you
have sent a letter with some oats in it which we did not receive. I think
it was because of the heavy oats, and the kernel here is very small.

Fortunately I had ordered a small amount from Willem Smit of Ande Schip
of which he took about 2 liters with him.

It was a pleasure for us to be able to read the letter which you
enclosed. V. Smit arrived with his Wifé on the 27th. He himself was sick
and was unconscious for 12 days at sea, and had left on the 4th on the
Rotterdam line. It was fortunate for her that there was someone from our
village who was travelling with her who helped her, Dirk and a G. De Boer,
living 5 minutes from us, who has been in American for 26 years, and is now
quite a man. He has a brother here, a nice 240 acre farm, 50 cows and at
least 150 hogs. Last fall he made a trip to the Netherlands. I think they
originally come from Terschelling. So they received a great deal of support
from him, especially on the trip by land in America.

We had good weather during most of March, but so.much froze that is was
not possible to begin work on the land. A few people who were able to
harrow the hard ground have sowed their seed in the afternoons when the

soil was softened by the sun. We had to plow our land which we began to do




the day before yesterday. I think we will sow about 7 acres of wheat in the
other 4 1/2 acres we will plant potatoes and a little wheat. We have rented
an additional 15 acres in which we will plant corn. That is good land on

vhich no corn has been raised before. Here a person rents for a third of

| the yield, 2/3 for us and 1/3 for the owner. That is the way farms are

rented here.

Ve have read in the American newspapers that a certain Kuipers, of

'Steggerdal plans to establish a new colony in Dakota, a state west of Iowa

about 150 miles from here. This colony is to be near the Missouri, a
navigable river. We have given some thought this,winter of going to Dakota.
There we could obtain 320 acres of land for almost nothing. The head of a
family or an adult can get 160 acres as a Homestead for $14 and 160 as a .

.., then a person is obligéd to plant trees on 10 acres within 8 years.
That 160 acres costs appréximately $20, besides a few dollars in expenses.
S50 a person would have 320 acres for $40, and , as they say, just as good as
ve have here, but we are not yet sufficiently Americanized to take care of
ourselves in every way for a while, and to cope with all the inconveniences
at first. This the new emigrants will discover who go there with Mr.
Kuipers unless they have considerable means. For there are no houses, no
food, and no opportunity to work in.order to earn some money. If they clear
the prairie the first year they can raise some crop'to the following year,
so it will take a year and a half before a person can be comfortable.

OQur minister must have warned against such an undertaking in one of the

Netherlands newspapers. FEverything which has to be purchased here is




expensive, and besides there are some of them who have to live on a daily
wage.,

Marty is as well now as she has not been for veeks. Sieuwike has grown
by the day since we came here. On the whole we are all in good health.
Tommorrow Nanco ;s going to begin her first day of work for the railroad
vhere he worked last summer too. Anje works three days a week washing.

Greetings from all of us.

Your brother,
[ BN
M. Niewern
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M. NIEVEEN -
TO HIS MOTHER, BROTHERS, AND SISTER

EAST ORANGE, IOWA
TO - ? -

1882
Dear Mother, Brothers and Sister:

As healthful as this area is claimed to be, it just does not agree with
us. On October 10 Nanco came home sick. On the lst of October Melle and
Nanco came home from the railroad works because they were asked to pay more
for their board, and they both went to work for a farmer, an Englishmen.

The children of the farmer in Nanco's case had the nerve fever of which

“two had already died, both sons, one 15 and the other 24 years old, and
after working 10 days Nanco came homé sick with the fever, but by the 9th
.day she had recovered, and on November 28, she Went_back to work.

When Nanco was recovering well, Peter got the fever and in 14 days he
had recovered from the disease but was very weak, and is now improving
nicely. Now Martje became i1l the day before yesterday. At first it seemed
it would prove to be the same fever, but she is a little better today. ©She
has a little appetite again which she did not have at first. Since Martjie
.became ill we have employed Anje Réolang because we could no longer get
along anymore. She first got the fever and then her old ailment, a pain in
her chest. That was last night. She took some medicine at once but her
System has weakened considerably. This afternocon she sat up for a little
while, with feet in warm water and mustard. This seems to have had good

results because she seems to be much more active this evening.
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Tﬁe_rest are all still quite well. We hope the others will feel better
S00T.
Receive greetings from all of us. Hoping you will receive this in good
%I | health. |
i Your brother,

M. Nieveen
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Letter from M. Nieveen

Alton, Sioux County
Iowa, North America
October 15, 1882

Dear Mother, Brother and Cousins:

Nice weather and busyness has kept us too long from writing.. We are
all well except Sieuwke (?) who has had diarrhea for a few days and has
become quite weak.

We have had dry weather for more than 9 weeks in succession - with only
one nice rain in all of that time, so that all of the grain ripened at once
and is already threshed. The crop is above average this year, wheat 20 to
25 bushels, 25 at best, rye from 25 to 30 bushels. Oats from 55 to 75, flax
from 14 to 17, barley around 35. The corn harvest was good, but because of
the cool summer was retarded. Now we have about 20.

In September we have had hard frosts at night, so that the ground is
hard-frozen in the morning, and as a result it ripened early.

Prices of wheat and flax are pretty good: Wheat .80 a bushel, flax
+95, ~ rye, oats and barley have gone down a great deal. Oats is only .18-
«20, barley .28 and rye .45. To realize high prices we are too far west.
Everything has to be shipped to the coast by rail and then the freight

charge is added, and sending by water routes is not much cheaper here.




Tomorrow if it doesn't rain we will have the threshers here, to thresh
our wheat. Ours will probably will not show much of a yield. We have dug
up most of the potatoes and have sold them. We sold 146 bushels for .25 a
bushel, certainly quite different from the spring when they cost $1.50.

I have also gone to the village with a wagon-load of cabbage but sold
only 90 at .04. cabbage is difficult to sell. Our kohlrabi is almost as
good as in Oosterwyk.

Melle is still working for a farmer, and Nanco is still with the
railraod in Sency. Nanco has for a long time earned $1.50 and comes home
every month. Everything else is American there.

Our village has changed a great deal because of the railroad.

Now that I begin writing again it is October 28. I could not finish
the letter sooner. We have had our wheat threshed, and the vield was
encouraging, namely, 114 bushels from about 8 acres, or at least 14 bushels
per acre. We have sold 60 bushes of it for .8l a bushel.

You may be inquisitive to know how threshing is done here. There are
only a few individuals who have threshing-machines. These folk go around to
the farmers with it. Then they come with three men and three teams of
horses. The farmer must add other men and alsc these teams of horses,
because most of them are pulled by four horses. Now, most people have only
one team of horses, so the farmers help each other by the use of their
horses and people. As a rule they begin at 7 o'clock in the morning, with a
half hour of free time at noon. The noon meal is free. They have coffee

and lunch in the forenoon and afternoon, and they thresh until dark in the




evening. In a few places a drink is served, but not in every case, by far,
however, quite generally by the Germans, and then no coffee.

I have taken part in the threshing quite a bit during recent days. The
yield of wheat was usually 24-25 bushels. They threshed our wheat in a
little more than an hour and a guarter.

After a nice rain and some fine days it is very cold today. 1t seems
winter is about to set in.

Greetings from all of us.

M. Nieveen







KA LN s

I A Q\w‘\ﬁw\w\ vy M&a Vs b i vty Xga ot
L TRy e T S G

. R
‘ B : ™
: o : I . B . o P S AT (A .



M.M. NIEVEEN
“TO HIS MOTHER, BROTHER AND NEPHEWS

ALTON, SIOUX COUNTY, I0WA
TO0 THE NETHERLANDS

UNDATED [letter fragment]

Dear Mother, Brother, and Nephews:

in my previous letter I gave you information about how much can be made
on a farm. This time I will list the taxes and expenditures for you as vou
requested me to do in your last letter. But not being too well informed
about all of the taxes, I will have to postpone that until the next time.

The severe winter, thank God, has ended. The past two winters have
been long and severe, but this one has surpassed them. As long as this
_colony has existed they have not had one which was worse, as they say here.
‘It was so bad here that I could not remain out-of-doors for two minutes
without being in danger of having my nose frozen; Almost everyone has had
trouble this winter, having frozen hands, feet, or ears. One laboring man
in Le Mars, who came.across with us in the spring, had his feet frozem so
badly that he died in a few days from gangrene. Fortunately, there was a
change in early March. Although there are still heavy frosts at anight, it
thaws a bit during the day. For my part, I hope I will never experience a
winter like that again. You hear almost everyone complain about it.

In the south and south-eastern states there have been several floods
.'along the rivers which have caused considerable damage. In Illinois a large
number of peoﬁle have lost their lives in a mine.

Last week we bought a cow for $30, at an auction .....
. g







‘M.M. NIEVEERN
TO HIS MOTHER

ALTON, SIOUX COUNTY, TOWA
TO THE NETHERLANDS

UNDATED

Dear Mother:

Martje fooled me this time and sent the letter away gquietly. So I am a
little late with my congratulations omn your Birthday. We congratulate you
Bn the increase of your years, with the wish that God will spare you for a
long time, and that good health and happiness may be yours. And although we
live far away and could not attend your celebration in person, we did
commemorate that day with you.

Last week we completed breaking the prairie. We have broken about 50
acres, which can be cultivated next year. Our vegetables are doing very
well. We have a large section of potatoes which are growing exceptionally
well, and also 1500 cabbages which leave nothing to be desired, from which
we hope to make some money in the fall. We also have a number of show and
bush beans, melons, onions, and everything that should be in a garden.

We have had a much cooler summer than we had last year which was
good for the corn. It is a beautiful sight to see the corn fields on hills
and in valleys. 1In our opinion, there is nothing like it. The corn has
grown a great deal of late., A few places remain a bit spotty. There is as
~much straw on the ocats as we have never had back on the polder. Flax, which
was sown on time, is also growing exceptionally well. If there are no

~unusual disasters, the prospects are bright for the farmer.
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We.have 9 piglets with two mothers. They are Martje's pets. Hogs are
ﬁery high priced here, as compared with former years. The best fatted ones
cost $7.00 to $7.25 a hundred pounds live weight, and a pound is only & 1/2
ounces in Dutch weight.

We will send you two newspapers. Then you can read some American news.
‘One is the Volksvriend [Friend of the Peoplel], which is published in TIowa.
Although it is usually not worth reading, it does contain some news for us
about our own area. The other is the Grondwet, which is published in
Michigan. You should read the article in the paper about Montana. We may
also send you the paper which will contain the continuation.

Greetings to all of vou from all of us.

M.M. Nieveen







,,.;_W,i,, *

J. .
%fcﬁ M lé’u_»
. e L

» z:ti

uﬁl ey 4&,._, L
- —s c‘ . |




MARTIN NIEVEEN
TO HIS MOTHER, BROTHER AND NEPHEW

ALTON, SIOUX CENTER, IOWA
TO THE NETHERLANDS

OCTOBER 15, 1882

Dear‘Mother,‘Brother and Nephew:

Nice weather, busyness and heat have delayed my writing to you. We are
all well except Sieuwke who has had a bad case of diarrhea for a few days
and has become quite weak.

We have had a dry spell for at least 9 weeks in succession, and in all
of that time, since the beginning of harvest, have had only one good rain
shower, so that the grain was dried up and has already been threshed in
part. The harvest is above average here. The wheat yield was from 20 to 25
bushels, mostly 24 or 25; rye from 25 to 30 bushels; oats from 50 to 75;
flax from 14 to 17; barley around 35. The corn crop was good but late
because of the cool summer. At around September 20 we have had hard frosts
at night, so that the ground was frozen solid and as a result it suffered a
great deal, and ripened too soon.

The prices of wheat and flax are pretty good. Wheat is 80 cents a
bushel, flax 95 cents. Rye, barley and oats are very low in price. Oats {is
only 18 to 20 cents, barley 30 cents, and rye 45 cents. We are too far west
to receive higher prices. Everything has to be shipped to the east by rail
and that means freight charges, and shipping is not cheap here.

If we have dry weather we will have the threshers here. It will not

take long here. We have dug up our potatoes and have sold most of them. We
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have sold 146 bushels for 25 cents a bushel, certainly quite different from
last spring when they cost $1.50.

I have also been to town with a wagon load of cabbage but sold only 90
for 4 cents. There is no market for cabbage. We have turnips which are
Just as good as those in Oosterwyk.

Melle is still working for a farmer as a hired man, and Nanco still
works for the railroad in Seney. Nanco has for some time earned $1.50 and
cémes home every month. Everything else is American there. Our village has
changed a great deal this summer because of the railroad.

Now I begin to write anew and it is October 28. I could not finish
the letter then. We have already threshed our wheat and the Crop was very
surprising, namely 114 bushels per acre. We have sold 60 bushels for 81
~cents per bushel.

You may be interested to know how threshing is done here. There are
few individuals who own a threshing machine. Such people make the rounds of
the farmers. Then three men come with three teams of horses. The farmer
must furnish the other men and another three teams of horses, because most
of them drive four teams of horses. Now most of the people have only one
team of horses, so the farmers help one another with horses and men.

Usually the threshing is begun at 7 o'clock in the morning. There is a
1 1/2 hour break at noon. The meal is free. 1In the forenoon and afternocon
. they have bread and coffee, and they thresh until it is dark in the evening;
In some places drinks are served, but not in most cases, except by the

Germans, and then no coffee. I have threshed a great deal during the last
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few days. The crop was usually 24 to 25 bushels per acre. They threshed

our wheat in a little more than an hour and a quarter.

After a nice rain and some days of fine weather it is cold again today,
and it seems winter 1s about to begin.

M. Nieveen




Alton 1882

Nu begin ik opnieuw te schrijven en het is de 28ste October. Ik
kon de brief toen niet klaar krijgen. We hebben onze tarwe reeds
gedorst en de opbrengst is erg mee gevallen, namelijk 114 bushels
van bijna 8 akkers. Of ruim 14 bushels van de akker. Zestig
bushel hebben wij er van verkocht voor 81 ct dée bushel. U zult
ook wel nieuwsgierig wezen hoe het dorsen hier tcegaat. Er zijn
maar enkele personen die een dorsmachine hebben. Zulke personen
gaan er mee bij de boeren rond. Dan komen ze drie man met drie
span paarden. Het overige volk moet de boer er bij doen emn ook
drie span paarden want voor de meesten lopen vier span paarden

Nu hebben de meesten maar een span paarden, zodoende helpen de
boeren de een de ander met paarden en volk. Gewoonlijk beginnen
ze 's morgens om zeven uur te dorssen. 's Middags 1 1/2 uur vrij.
- De middag kost hebben ze erbij. Voormiddags en namiddags koffie
met brood, en 's avonds dorssen tot aan het donker. Bij een
enkele word er een borrel gegeven. Verreweg bij de meesten niet,
doch bij de Duitsers over het algemeen en dan geen koffie. Ik hebd
in de laatste dagen vrij wat meer gedorst en de opbrengst was
meestal 24 of 25 bushels tarwe. Ze hebben onze tarwe in ruim vijf
kwartier gedorst. Na een flinke regen en mooie dagen hebben wi]
vandaag extra koud weer en het schijnt dat de winter wil
~invallen. M.Nieveen
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M.M. NIEVEEN
TO HIS MOTHER, BROTHER, AND SISTER

PELLA, LANCASTER COUNTY, NEBRASKA
TO THE NETHERLANDS

JOLY 16, 1834

Dear Mother, Brother and Sister:

We are all well and hope this is true of you.

Our crops are growing well. Corn is doing exceptionally well as we
have seldom seen. In a few fields poor corn was planted and later they were
re—-planted which makes them a bit retarded. We have 37 acres. Of these 5
acres are not so good due to replanting. Wheat is also growing favorably.
At first the oats looked fine, but as a result of the long dry spell during
early June it has remained short. Flax is also average because of the
draught. We were going to begin cutting down the oats and wheat this
morning but a heavy rain today prevented us.

Cn June 25 we had a severe storm here out of the northwest. That storm
broke so suddenly that a person hardly had time to get into the house. The
ai; was full of sand. Fortunately there were not many accidents except that
a few houses and barns were damaged.

On the whole we have had a cool spring, so, as a result, we do not have

much grass.
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At present America is having a great deal of activity in connection
with the election of a president. In your case also probably in the matter
of a successor to the throne — now that the second successor has also died,

and when the aged William dies.

Hoping vou may all be in good health when you receive this. Greetings

from all of us. Your brother,

M.M. Nieveen



