Culemborg Nov. 1862
Esteemed friend Martinus van Doorne,

The reason for my writing is this:
I, the undersigned, Barend Middag, am planning, with
your consent, to marry your daughter Geertruida, and
since she has not reached the age of 30 yet, this is
impossible for me to do without your permission. Be
so kind and send a notarized certificate as soon as
possible, because circumstances are such, that I can_
not wait long, and 8o I hope you will grant my re-
quest soon.

I have a house with 200 roeden arable land, close
to Culemborg. I am Barend Middag, age 24, son of
Jan Joost Middag.

Geertruida sends you her greetings, and all
your other children too, who all are hale and heal-
thy, and I hope to hear that of you too.

Greetings from me,
B.Middag.

Address: B.Middag
at Culemborg.
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Culemborg Apkil 1876,

Esteemed father and mother, sister and brother,

I cannot put it off any longer to write you
some letters. I read your letter. which you sent to
Peeter van Doorne, and learned, that thanks to the Lodd
you are still in good health. If it would be different

it would really grieve us. I @an inform you, that we also

through Gods goodness may enjoy the same. For good
health is a great treasure in everyday life, which can
be testified best by people, who have known both times
of illness and of health. And so it is to the contrary
with the sighing of our souls, in case we may see it.
What a difference there will be between life and death.
For I could never have believed it, if the Lord had
not halted me on my way: Stop your evil doings, you
worker of iniquity! Then for the first time I felt"the
cords of death held me in deep despair ", where for
more than 7 months I stayed. You know, that I must say
its" the cords of death held me in deep despair". My
My way is hidden for the Lord, and my right passes God
by. It is like I am lying between two stone walls. The
earth is made of iron, and the heavens of copper. No
prayer can penetrate that. Ach lord, deliver me from
my enemies.Then my spirit was relieved, and I started
to sing these words (ps.118) :" in my distress I called
on God, in grace He answered me, removed my bonds, en-
larged my place, from touble set me free. The Lord with
me, I will not fear, though human might oppose, the
Lord my helper I shall be triumphant o'er my foes".
Ach father, I wish with my whole heart, that our needs
cessssessssss because that will be tke best by far,
and I hope, sinds father is old and far in age, that
the Lord will give him the opportunity to send us a
little note back..

I also heard, that you have a mild winter, and
that produce is gheap; that is quite different here.

illegible



We had a cold winter, and everything is expensive, and
we have trouble with water. But we are privileged,
compared to other people, who through flooding lost
homes and cattle; which happens often in the Netherlands.
Now we stop with our pen, but not with our heart,
and remain respectfully,

your children
B.Middag and

G.van Doorne.
We do like to hear from you too.
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Culemborg Dec.12 1878

Very esteemed father and mother, sister and brother}

Today I pick up my pen to write you a line.
I wrote you also thia spring, but it seems you did not
receive it. But we can't help that. But now I hope, that
through Gods goodness you may receive this letter in good
health, and I wish then, if possible, to enjoy a letter
back from you. For often we have been longing for a let=
ter from father, the more so, since I must call out
continually: I am troubled because of my sins. David
knew, that he belonged to the Lord, and that he had a
surety for his soul. And since I have nothing but the
mere conviction of my horrible sin, you can imagine, that
I sometimes worry.
Now I quit with the pen, but not with my heart.
Respectfully,
your loving children, who call themselves

B.Middag and
G.van Doorne.
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