Annotated Bibliography: Water Rights

ARIJ (Applied Research Institute Jerusalem).  October 1997.  The Status of the Environment in the West Bank.  Bethlehem, Palestine: Applied Research Institute Jerusalem

· This book is gives an excellent summary of the last 3,500 years of history within geographic Palestine.  Maps, statistics and facts regarding the entire environment of the West Bank are given; this helps to put the Wadi el-Far'a within the context of the entire West Bank.  Special attention is given to the water crisis and who has control of that water, and how it can be best allocated.

Dolatyar, Mostafa and Tim S. Gray.  Water Politics in the Middle East: A Context for Conflict or Co-operation?  London: Macmillan Press Ltd., 2000.

· One chapter of this book is devoted to the Jordan river conflicts over water.  The need for environmentalism over national security is discussed in order to create awareness on the problem of sustainability.  This book helps put forth the idea that in order to live in this environment, we need to work together and help one another, instead of preventing the flow of information for security reasons.  We have already dealt with this as water aspects within the West Bank are usually considered a confidential matter, so trying to get water characteristics on the wadi can be difficult.
Elmusa, Sharif.  1997.  Water Conflict: Economics, Politics, Law and Palestinian-Israeli Water Resources.  Washington, D.C.: Institute for Palestine Studies.  

· This book puts the Palestinian-Israeli problem of water among the whole problem of water in the Middle East, and the need for better management solutions.  It describes the problems regarding the management and distribution of the water within the West Bank.  It discusses the importance of places within the West Bank that act as major recharge basins for aquifers (such as Wadi el-Far'a).  This book also describes the water resources in great detail of the West Bank, giving much needed information to me for the topic.  It describes other water systems (facts, statistics, and graphs on wells and springs), giving excellent background information to the Wadi el-Far'a and revealing the importance of this wadi.  This book also outlines several sources that will be very helpful to our project.  
Feitelson, Eran and Marwan Haddad.  Identification of Joint Management Structures for Shared Aquifers: A Cooperative Palestinian-Israeli Effort, World Bank Technical Paper no. 415.  Washington D.C.: World Bank, 1998.
· This paper helps to determine means by which aquifers can be shared between countries, using Palestine-Israel as a specific example.  This is helpful because the Wadi el-Far'a lies over the most important aquifer to the Palestinians, as well as part of another aquifer.  The way these aquifers are managed will determine the environmental status of the Wadi el-Far'a.  These paper specifies the problems that surround the water rights issues in Palestine, as well as discuss the information that need to be taken into account before better management can occur.

Ghanem, Marwan.  Hydrogeology and Hydrochemistry of the Faria Drainage Basin. Freiberg, Germany: Technische Universitat Bergakademie Freiberg, 1999.

· This study has effectively answered many answers regarding the geology, hydrogeology, water resources and management within the Wadi el-Far’a.  This study is one of the most important work to our study, and touches on many different issues, that we will certainly take into account.  His information not only stands as a base from which we can work from, but also as a comparative study for the results that we will get.

Hillel, Daniel.  Rivers of Eden: The Struggle for Water and the Quest for Peace in the Middle East.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994.

· This book focuses on most of the water systems throughout the entire Middle East.  the author also discusses the Israeli-Arab conflict over waters.  The author proposes that the supply of water is not the problem, it is rather the distribution and amount of water that is wasted that is the problem.  And this can be seen clearly--washing cars everyday, irrigating lawns and other vegetation that just soaks up the water and does not offer anything greater than aesthetic beauty, etc, etc.  The author also proposes several solutions to the problem of supply: shipping freshwater by boats and pipes, or desalination projects, amongst many others.
Jordanian Ministry of Water and Irrigation, Palestinian Water Authority, and the Israeli Hydrological Service.   Overview of Middle East Water Resources: Water Resources of Palestinian, Jordanian, and Israeli Interest.  U.S. Government Printing Office, 1999.

· This places the Wadi el-Far'a within the context of the water resources of Jordan, Israel and Palestine.  This paper mainly helps for background information and comparative research, but this study also details the Far’a spring as a representative example of springs in the region.  This study helped to make multi-nations work in cooperation with each other, which is what this project is also attempting to do.

Lowi, Miriam R.  Water and Power: The politics of a scarce resource in the Jordan River Basin.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995.

· This book focuses heavily on the need for better management, citing several failed international programs within the Middle East, and Palestine-Israel especially.  This book helps to understand the complexity of the problem and the difficulty in trying to find a political solution, which is what our project will try to do after all the facts and information have been collected.  The author explains some problems that have caused solutions to fail and tries to give a realistic stance of solving the problem. 

Nazzal, Nafez and Nazzal, Laila.  Historical Dictionary of Palestine. London: Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1997.

· This book gives a detailed summary of the last 150 years of Palestinian history. Government bureaus, agency's, and departments are outlined and their role is described.  Attention is also given to the special laws and agreements between countries and within countries; these agreements are important to my topic as I study who was given control of what water and when, and if any changes have occurred since then.

 Nuseibeh, Mustafa and Taher Nasser Eddin. Palestinian Freshwater Springs:  Springs Description, Flow & Water Quality Data, 1970-1994. Jerusalem: Palestine Consultancy Group (PCG), 1995.

· This publication gives exact locations of all the springs within the el-Far’a drainage basin, as well as chemical properties, discharges and other information for up to 25 years.  This will help our study by acting as a comparative and being part of the series of information regarding the Wadi el-Far'a water resources.

Rogers, Peter and Peter Lydon,(eds).  Water in the Arab World: Perspectives and Prognosis.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994.

· Written by a conglomerate of authors, this book is similar to Rivers of Eden in layout and objective.  It proposes solutions to the quantity of water.  This book also tries to allow people to understand Islamic laws toward water, and laws of Arab tradition in general.  this will be a helpful text in understanding why people are and have been acting the way the do in areas like the Wadi el-Far'a.
Sherman, Martin.  The Politics of Water in the Middle East: An Israeli Perspective on the Hydro-Political Aspects of the Conflict.  London: Macmillan Press Ltd., 1999.

· Similar to the book written by Mustafa and Gray, this book deals with the conflicts that arise over water in the ME.  This book gives special attention to the Israeli-Palestinian problem.  This book discusses the policies enacted from international agreements (Oslo).  This book states that a resolution to the problem should not be based on natural aspects of the environment, but rather anthropogenic aspects of the environment--human discussions, agreements and/ or structures.  This is helpful to think of because there is large dispute even among local people in the Wadi el-Far'a.

Scheumann, Waltina and Manuel Schiffler (eds.).  Water in the Middle East: Potential for Conflicts and Prospects for Cooperation.  Germany: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, 1998.

· This book is written by a number of authors.  It details international water laws, and gives specific examples of areas that need for laws to be created or enforced, and one of these areas is the Jordan river.  Since all the water from Wadi el-Far'a drains into the Jordan river basin, it is important to acknowledge what is happening there and what can be done to prevent such problems in a smaller area like the Wadi el-Far'a.  

Supplement to Survey of Palestine. Washington, D.C.: Institute for Palestine Studies, 1991.

· This book gives an overview to a survey done in the mid-1940's.  This helped me get some figures on population and settlement locations, population densities.  This helped to understand what group of people was controlling the water before the state of Israel began and before Palestine became an occupied territory.  This is good for a comparative analysis of the region.

A Survey of Palestine: Volume I.   Washington, D.C.:  Institute for Palestine Studies, 1991.

· This book described how land was allocated during this time and how ownership or control of the land was given to local people, which helps to understand what some people within the Wadi el-Far’a might be basing their claims to water rights on.

