St. Luke AMLE. Zion Church
101 Delaware SE
Grand Rapids, M1 49507

General Class Meeting

May 5, 2006

The Class Meeting System: The Behavioral Mode of Ministry

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-- not only in my presence, but now
much more in my absence-- continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling (Phillippians 2:12).

A.

"He goes on to explain the specific nature and intent of the class meeting as
follows. Whereas the Society (that is, the local Church) was an instrument for
cognitive acquisition, almost to the exclusion of any interpersonal dynumics, the
class meeting was a tool for the alteration of behavior, to the virtual exclusion of any
tata-cathering funcii

The Rules specified the basic process as “inquiry™ and the subject matter as “how
their souls prospctcd. There was no room here for lecturing or preaching: the

d g SOna h, presided over, not by a
profcsszonal lmncr, but by a fellow seeker” (John Wesley's Class Meeting: A
Model for Making Disciples).

Purpose

1. To inquire how each member's soul is prospering. Please notice where the
emphasis is placed—the soul.

Visit from house to house

Visit those who are absent from Church

Inform the when a member is habitually absent from Church

Encourage members to support the Church financially

S

Disciplinary Questions
1. How are you progressing in your Praver life since the last mecting?

2. How are you progressing in your Study of God's Word since the last meeting?

3. In what areas are you Struggling since the last meeting, and for what do you
request the prayers of the group?

4. In what areas arc you experiencing Victory since the last meeting?



5. When and where have we been able to share my faith (witness) with others
since the last meeting?

6.  When and where have you been able to meet the needs of others (Ministry)
since the last meeting?

D.  Reminders

1. Confidentiality: Itis very critical to maintain confidentiality within the Class.

2. Please stay focused on the intent of the meeting.

3. Its intent is not cognitive, that is the acquiring of knowledge. In other words, it
is not for the purpose of studying the Bible, exhortations, readings, etc.

4, Please avoid all chit-chat in the meecting. It is a most serious (not solemn)
meeting.

5. Each member is to be asked the Disciplinary Questions, and a fellow Class

member should pray for them according to their respective requests.

Il. General Rules
It is expected of all who wish to continue in these Societies, that they should continue
to evidence their desire of salvation.
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First: By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind, especiaily that which
is most generally practiced, such as:

Secondly: By doing good; by being in every kind merciful after their power;
doing good of every possible sort, and, as far as possible, to all men.

Thirdly: By attending on all the ordinances of God; such as, public worship of
God; the Ministry of the Word, either read explained; the Lord's Supper,
searching the Scriptures, fasting, abstinence; family and private prayer,

Conclusion: These are the General Rules of our Societies; all which we are
twught of God 10 observe, even His written Word, which is the only Rule, and
a sufficient Rule, both of our faith, and practice. And all these we know His
Spirit writes on all truly awakened hearts. If there be any among us who
observes them not, who habitually breaks any of them, let it be known unto
those who watch over that soul as they who must give an account; we W'
admonish him/her of the error of his ways; we will bear with him/her for a
season. But, if then he/she repents not, he hath no more place among us; we
have delivered our own souls,
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