
Contrasting Uses of the Term "Worship" in the Bible

A. SERVICE IN ALL OF LIFE
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transfonned by the

renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-what is good and acceptable and perfect.

B. RITUAL EVENT (=Liturgy)
John 4: Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus
said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not

your husband. What you have said is true'" The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors

worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is inJerusalem." Jesus said to

her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and

is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship

him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."

C. PRAISE or HOMAGE
o come, let us 'Y0rship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Sampling of Other Texts

Genesis 22 Then Abrah2m llaid to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will
come back to you." Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two
of them walked on together.

Exodus 3: " .The cry of the Illraditell has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh
. to bring my people, the Israelitell, out of Egypt" But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I llhould go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelitell out of
Egypt?" He said, "I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you
shall worship God on this mountain."

Exodus 20 (2ndcommandment): You shall not make for yoursel f an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous
God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the
thousandth generation of tholle who love me and keep my commandments. \

Deut 8: But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he llwore to
your ancestors, as he is doing today. If you do forget the LORD your God llnd follow other gods to serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you

today that you shall surely perish.

I Samuel 1: Now this man used to go up year by year from hill town to ~ and to sacrifice to the LORD of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the LORD. On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all
her sons and daughters;

I Chron 16: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come before him. Worship the LORD in holy splendor; tremble
before him, all the earth. The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them say
among the nations, "The LORD is kingl"

Rev. 4:9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the One who is seated on the throne; who lives forever and ever, the
twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who lives forever llnd ever; they cast their crowns before the
throne, singing, "You are worthy, our Lord and God,

How are these uses conceptually related to?

• The English term "worllhip," from Old English "weorthscipe" (to ascribe worth)

• The English term "liturgy," from Greek C'leitourgia) (from &gon/work and lios people), = "work/public service ofthe people"
• The Greek term "latrBa" (service), Rom. 9:4,Heb. 9:1,9:6, Rom. 12:1

• The Greek term "proskunein" (to bow down in obeisance), Matt. 4:10, John 4:23, Rev. 5:14

• The Greek term "thusia" and "prosphora" (to offer up a sacrifice)

• The German term "Gottesdienst" (service of God)

• '[he French "Ie culte" and Italian "il culto" from Latin "colere" (to cultivate)

For more detailed _lysis, set: David L. Peterson, Enlflli"!,lIIilh G.d: A BibliaJlTheolog; t{Worship (Eerdmans, 1992), pp. 55-74.
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