
A Sampling of Biblical Texts on the Lord's Supper
John Witvliet

A sacrament is a physical, material, tangible human action,
mandated by scripture

through which God acts to nourish, sustain, comfort, challenge, teach, assure us
and to seal the promise of the gospelfor us.

As richly symbolic actions, the sacraments stir our imaginations to perceive the work of God and the contours of the gospel
through several layers of meaning.

A. COVENANT--A SEAL ON A RELATIONSHIP

EX 24:1 Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and
worship at a distance. 2 Moses alone shall come near the LORD; but the others sha1l not come near, and the people shall not come
up 'with him."

EX 24:3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one
voice, and said, "All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do." 4 And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He
rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and set up twelve pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes
of Israel. 5 He sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed oxen as offerings of well-being to
the LORD. 6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he dashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the
book of the covenant, and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we
will be obedient." 8 Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said, "See the blood of the covenant that the LORD
bas made with you in accordance with all these words."

[Also, "the new covenant in my blood" from institution narratives]

B. PRESENCE OF GOD/CHRIST

EX 24:9. Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel.
Under his feet there was something like a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11 God did not lay his
hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; also they beheld God, and they ate and drank.

[Also, "this is my body" from institution narratives]

C. THANKSGIVING (=EUCHARIST)
D. FORGIVENESS

E, ANTICIPA nON OF HEA VENL Y FEAST (Eschatological Hope)

MT 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after bl~ing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take,
eat; this is my body." 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 28 for
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink
of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom."

MT 26:30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

(REV 19:9 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper ofthe Lamb," And he
said to me, "These are true words of God. "]

F. SIGN OF PASSOVER, ATONEMENT
MK 14:12 The Passover with the Disciples. On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his
disciples said to him, "Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?" 13 So he sent two of his
disciples, saying to them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, 14 and wherever he enters,
say to the owner of the house, The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' IS He
will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there." 16 So the disciples set out and went to
the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And when they had taken their places and we{e eating, Jesus said,
"Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me." 19 They began to be distressed and to say to him one after
another, "Surely, not 11" 20 He said to them, "It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. 21 For the Son
of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that
one not to have been born."

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, "Take; this is
my body." 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them. "This
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 2S Truly I tell you, 1 will never again drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God. "




