CHRISTIAN WORSHIP AS NEW COVENANT RENEWAL

COVENANT IS AN ALL-ENCOMPASSING BIBLICAL VISION OF THE GOD-HUMAN
RELATIONSHIP

s Brevard Childs concludes, “regardless of the age and circumstances lying behind the Deuteronomic covenant formulation, its
theology became the normative expression of God's relation to Israel and served as a2 major theological category for unifying the
entire collection comprising the Hebrew scriptures.”!

s George Mendenhall and Gary Herion, in their recent Ancbor Bibk Dictionary article, simply declare: "'covenant' in the Bible is the
major metaphor used to describe the relation between God and Israel (the people of God)."2 :

LINKS BETWEEN COVENANT AND “LITURGY” (WORSHIP AS EVENT)

a. covenant renewal liturgies /ceremonies
A covenant is sealed by ritual ratification. The common pattern for covenant atification has been described most thoroughly
by Klaus Baltzer.3 Six elemeants are common to the ratification ritual: an account of a history of any previous relationship
between covenant partners, a summary of the intended future relationship, further details about that relationship, an
invocation of gods to witness the covenant, and a pronouncement of curse and blessing. Accompanying such a covenant
statement may be 1 ritual meal (Gen. 31:54, Exod. 24).* Relatedly, the covenant is also frequently situally rexewed in a pattern
resembling covenant ratification (Ex. 34, Deut. 31:9-13; Jsh. 24; 2 Kgs 23; 2 Chrn. 15; Neh. 9-10; Ezra 9-10).

i b. other uses of the term ‘vow’

PS2225 Erom you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
FS3612 My vows to you I must perform, O God; I will render thank offerings to you.

PS 6613 T will come into your house with bumt offerings; I will pay you my vows . .

PS1161 T will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.

Psalm-song texts as enactment of a relationship, as the script of a conversation

The psalms themselves are often scripts of conversations.” Often they express prayer to God, words to God. At times, they depict
proclamation, words from God. Petitions alternate with oracles. Psalm 12, for example, begins with the plea: “Help, O LORD, for
there is no longer anyone who is godly,” which soon is interrupted by an omacle: “Because the poor ate despoiled . . I will sise up,
says the Lord.” This pattern of alternation depicts what Raymond Jacques Toumay has called the “prophetic liturgy of the
temple.”> Thus, the psalms teach us, to use Walter Brueggemann's phrase, that “biblical faith is uncompromisingly and
unembarrassedly dialogical ™ This, in turn, reflects the larger pattem covenant reciprocity that is prominent in the
Deuteronomistic history, and undergirds large portions of both Old and New Testaments.

PSALM 81 (one of scads of examples)
Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob.
Raise 2 song, sound the tambourine, the sweet lyre with the harp. . .
Vv I hear 2 voice I had not known: "I relieved your shoulder of the burden;
your hands were freed from the basket. In distress you called, and I rescued you;
I answered you in the secret place of thunder; I tested you at the waters of Mesibah.
Heat, O my people, while I admonish you; O Israel, if you would but listen to me
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