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INTRODUCTION: The Problem(s)

¢  Fuzziness about worship’s purpose in general

George Barna: “Most of the church people who fight about their musical preference do so because they
don't understand the relationship between music, communication, God and worship. Church leaders foster
the problem by focusing on how to please people with music or how to offer enough styles of music to
meet everyone’s tastes rather dealing with the underlying issues of limited interest in, comprehension of,
and investment in fervent worship of a holy, deserving God.” Barna also stated that although music is
important in the worship process, it is often elevated beyond its rightful place in the worship effort. “Music
is just a tool meant to enable people to express themselves to God, yet we sometimes spend mote time
arguing over the tool than over the product and purpose of the tool.” The Barna study discovered that
among the key worship issues is that church-going adults and Protestant Senior Pastors do not share a
common perception of the most important outcome of worship. Congregants were most likely to
understand worship as activity undertaken for theit personal benefit (47%) while Senior Pastors described
the purpose of worship as connecting with God (41%) or experiencing His presence (30%). Only three out
of ten church-going adults (29%) indicated that they view worship as something that is focused primarily on

God. One out of every five attenders admitted that they had no idea what the most important outcome of
worship is.

e Lack of a unifying (and clarifying) metaphor for worship ot understanding about worship across
worship styles

PARENTING TODDLERS, BILLY GRAHAM, and THE POPE: The Language Analogy

®  Our language not only reflects, but also shapes our thoughts and emotions.
¢  Healthy language does not come naturally, but has to be learned.
e Conversion and growth in faith are, in part, a matter of coming to learn a new language.

INTRODUCING “VERTICAL HABITS”

This “vertical habits” project explores one way of approaching the topic of faithful, biblically grounded worship. It
is not the only way to approach it. And it doesn’t address every pressing issue. But its advantages commend it as a
good starting point for our work.

1. Learning to talk is one of life’s greatest miracles. But even for toddlers, healthy speech habits don’t come
naturally. Young children need to learn to say “thank you,” “I’m sorry,” and “please.” Parents need to prompt
and reinforce these basic conversational moves. Eventually they become part of the way toddlers see the world
and navigate relationships. Indeed, there are few moments quite as sweet as hearing a sudden, unprompted
“thanks mommy and daddy.” ... I love you. . . I'm sorry. . . Thank yos. . . Help. . Words like these are the building
blocks of healthy relationships. Every close relationship depends on them. When they are left unpracticed,
marriages fail and friendships disintegrate.

2. Faithful speech is also central to the Christian life. For one of the most provocative and inspiring word
pictures in all of scripture is that God is related to the church like a marriage partner. The God of the Bible is not
just interested in having us contemplate him, or appease him. This God is interested in the give and take of faithful
life togethet, with good communication right at the center of it. Ample evidence for this claim is the Bible’s






