Paragraph Shrinking Intervention 3 – Session 3

“An Intervention that Keeps Changing”

Say to the students:

“We have been learning about a strategy called paragraph shrinking. When you paragraph shrink, you will shrink the information you read into a statement that tells the most important idea of the paragraph, using as few words as possible. We call this making a main idea statement. Why do we want to use this strategy? (It helps us understand what we read and hear better.)

Check for student understanding

“What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“What is one way to help you understand what you read or what you hear?” (One way to really understand what you read or hear is to find the main ideas.)

Say to the students:

“When paragraphs are very short, you will need to read more than one paragraph so that you will have enough information to make a main idea statement. What should you do when paragraphs are short?  (You put the paragraphs together to make a main idea statement.)

Main idea statements have two parts. These two parts are:

1. The important what the passage is about. 

2. What is important about the what.

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “An Invention That Keeps Changing.” Look at the picture. Under the picture it says, “Calculators are inventions that have gotten better over time.”  

We are going to read this passage three times. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “An Invention That Keeps Changing” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important who or what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “The Invention That Keeps Changing.” Based on the clue from the title what is the most important what in the passage. (an invention that changes, an invention that keeps changing).

In paragraph shrinking you make a main idea statement for every paragraph. Because these are short paragraphs, we will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided an invention that keeps changing was the most important who or what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about this invention. Here is the secret to listening for important information. Think about the words ‘The Invention That Keeps Changing.’  Do we have a clue about what the invention is? (the sentence below the picture talked about a calculator.) Do we know why it keeps changing? Listen for that information.”

Read the passage for the second time.

“The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important thing about the who or what. We already said that the most important what is an invention that keeps changing. Now we need to know the most important idea about that invention. I will read some sentences from the passage about the invention that keeps changing. You tell me if the sentence describes the most important thing about the invention or if it only tells details.

Calculators can do many kinds of math problems. Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (No). That sentence tells a detail about calculators.  

Listen to this sentence. They have gotten smaller, less expensive and better over time. Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (yes). That sentence tells us what is the most important idea about an invention that keeps changing from the passage. 

We decided the most important thing about this invention from this passage was they have gotten smaller, less expensive and better over time . I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get down, we will shrink or summarize the information about calculators into a good main idea statement.”

Read the passage for the third time.

Now we are going to practice making really good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what was an invention that keeps changing. The most important information about the invention that keeps changing was they have gotten smaller, less expensive and better over time.  When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “The Invention that Keeps Changing.” is calculators are an invention that have gotten smaller, less expensive and better overt time. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

Spring Intervention 4 – Session 4

“Mummies”

Say to the students:

“What strategy have we been learning about? (paragraph shrinking) When you paragraph shrink, you will shrink the information you read into a statement that tells the most important idea of the paragraph, using as few words as possible. We call this making a main idea statement. Why do we want to use paragraph shrinking? (It helps us understand what we read and hear better.)

Check for student understanding

“What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“Finding main ideas is one way we can do what?” (Help us understand what we read or hear.)

Say to the students:

“When paragraphs are very short, you will need to read more than one paragraph so that you will have enough information to make a main idea statement. What should you do when paragraphs are short?  (You put the paragraphs together to make a main idea statement.)

Main idea statements have two parts. What are the two parts?

1. The important who or what the passage is about  

2. What is important about the who or what.

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “Mummies.”  Look at the picture. The drawings at the top of the picture are hieroglyphics.” Under the picture it says, “Kings and queens in ancient Egypt were made into mummies after they died.”
We are going to read this passage three times. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “Mummies” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important who or what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “Mummies” Based on the clue from the title what is the most important what in the passage. (Mummies)

In paragraph shrinking you make a main idea statement for every paragraph. Because these are short paragraphs, we will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided mummies was the most important who or what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about mummies. Here is the secret to listening for important information. Think about the words ‘Mummies.’ What don’t we know? Do we know what mummies are? Listen for that information. 

Read the passage for the second time.

“The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important thing about the who or what. We already said that the most important what is Mummies. Now we need to know the most important idea about Mummies. I will read some sentences from the passage about Mummies. You tell me if the sentence describes the most important thing about Mummies or if it only tells details.

Listen to this sentence. Real mummies are not alive like in the movies. Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (no). That sentence tells us a fact about mummies but does not tell the most important idea about mummies. 

Mummies are the bodies of dead kings and queens. Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (Yes). That sentence tells what was special about mummies.  

We decided the most important thing about mummies was they are the bodies of dead kings and queens.  After they kings and queens die they cover the bodies with something special. Listen for this information. I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get down, we will shrink or summarize the information about mummies into a good main idea statement.”

Read the passage for the third time.

Now we are going to practice making really good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what was mummies. The most important information about mummies was they are the bodies of dead kings and queens covered with cloth. When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “Mummies” is mummies are the dead bodies of kings and queens covered with cloth. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

Spring Intervention 5 – Session 5

“The Pyramids”

Say to the students:

“We have been learning about a strategy called paragraph shrinking. When you paragraph shrink, you will shrink the information you read into a statement that tells the most important idea of the paragraph, using as few words as possible. We call this making a main idea statement. Why do we want to use this strategy? (It helps us understand what we read and hear better.)

Check for student understanding

“What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“What is one way to help you understand what you read or what you hear?” (One way to really understand what you read or hear is to find the main ideas.)

Say to the students:

“When paragraphs are very short, you will need to read more than one paragraph so that you will have enough information to make a main idea statement. What should you do when paragraphs are short?  (You put the paragraphs together to make a main idea statement.)

Main idea statements have two parts. These two parts are:

1. The important who or what the passage is about. 

2. What is important about the who or what.

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “The Pyramids.” Look at the picture. Under the picture it says, “This is a pyramid in Egypt. The sides of pyramids meet in a point at the top.”  

We are going to read this passage three times. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “The Pyramids” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “The Pyramids.” Based on the clue from the title what is the most important what in the passage. (The Pyramids).

In paragraph shrinking you make a main idea statement for every paragraph. Because these are short paragraphs, we will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided the pyramids was the most important who or what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about the pyramids. Here is the secret to listening for important information. Think about the words ‘The Pyramids.’ What don’t we know? We do not know what the pyramids were built for. Listen for that information.”

Read the passage for the second time.

“The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important thing about the who or what. We already said that the most important what is the pyramids. Now we need to know the most important idea about the pyramids. I will read some sentences from the passage about pyramids. You tell me if the sentence describes the most important thing about the pyramids or if it only tells details.

They are the special buildings that mummies of the kings and queens are placed in. Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (Yes). That sentence tells what pyramids are for.  

Listen to this sentence. Pyramids are build out of stone. Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (no). That sentence tells us what pyramids are made out of but not what they were built for. It is a detail not the most important idea of the passage.

We decided the most important thing about pyramids from this passage was they are special buildings that the mummies of kings and queens are kept in. I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get down, we will shrink or summarize the information about the pyramids into a good main idea statement.”

Read the passage for the third time.

Now we are going to practice making really good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what was the pyramids. The most important information about the pyramids was they are special buildings to put the mummies of the kings and queens in.  When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “The Pyramids.” is pyramids are special buildings that the mummies of kings and queens are put in. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

Spring Intervention 6 – Session 6

“Writing in Ancient Egypt”

Say to the students:

“What strategy have we been learning about? (paragraph shrinking) When you paragraph shrink, you will shrink the information you read into a statement that tells the most important idea of the paragraph, using as few words as possible. We call this making a main idea statement. Why do we want to use paragraph shrinking? (It helps us understand what we read and hear better.)

Check for student understanding

“What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“Finding main ideas is one way we can do what?” (Help us understand what we read or hear.)

Say to the students:

“When paragraphs are very short, you will need to read more than one paragraph so that you will have enough information to make a main idea statement. What should you do when paragraphs are short?  (You put the paragraphs together to make a main idea statement.)

Main idea statements have two parts. What are the two parts?

(The important who or what the passage is about and what is important about the who or what.

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “Writing in Ancient Egypt.”  Ancient means a long, long time ago. Egypt is a country that is across the world from the United States. Look at the picture. 

Under the picture it says, “People in ancient Egypt wrote with hieroglyphics. The drawings at the top of the picture are hieroglyphics.” 

We are going to read this passage three times. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “Writing in Ancient Egypt” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important who or what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “Writing in Ancient Egypt.” Based on the clue from the title what is the most important what in the passage. (Writing in Ancient Egypt).

In paragraph shrinking you make a main idea statement for every paragraph. Because these are short paragraphs, we will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided writing in Ancient Egypt was the most important who or what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about writing in Ancient Egypt. Here is the secret to listening for important information. Think about the words ‘Writing in Ancient Egypt.’ What don’t we know? We do not know what was special about writing in Ancient Egypt. Listen for that information.”

Read the passage for the second time.

“The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important thing about the who or what. We already said that the most important what is writing in Ancient Egypt. Now we need to know the most important idea about writing in Ancient Egypt. I will read some sentences from the passage about writing in Ancient Egypt. You tell me if the sentence describes the most important thing about the writing in Ancient Egypt or if it only tells details.

Listen to this sentence. A long time ago Egyptians had a way to write. Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (no). That sentence tells us that Egyptians had a way to write but does not tell us what was special about their writing. It is a detail not the most important idea of the passage.

They used pictures and signs to write a long time ago in Egypt . Does that tell the most important thing about this passage? (Yes). That sentence tells what was special about writing in Ancient Egypt.  

We decided the most important thing about writing in Ancient Egypt from this passage was they used pictures and signs to write in Ancient Egypt. I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get down, we will shrink or summarize the information about the writing in Ancient Egypt into a good main idea statement. There is a special name for the pictures and signs they used. Listen for it.”

Read the passage for the third time.

The special name for the pictures and signs they use for writing in Ancient Egypt is hieroglyphics. Say it with me, hieroglyphics.

Now we are going to practice making really good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what was the pyramids. The most important information about writing in Ancient Egypt was they used pictures and signs.  When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “Writing in Ancient Egypt” is hieroglyphics are the pictures and signs they used to write in Egypt a long time ago. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

