Spring Intervention #11 – Session 11

“Native American Homes”

Say to the students:

We have been using paragraph shrinking as a strategy to help us understand and remember what we read or hear while we are reading. Last time we will also talked about what we can do before we read or listen that will help us understand what we are reading.  

If we read the title, and then make a prediction about what we will learn before we read, this will help us think about what we are going to learn. Sometimes what we predict will change based on what we read. We may learn new facts. What is a strategy that we can use before we read? (making predictions) What does it help us do? (It helps us think about what we are going to learn.)

Check for student understanding

Let’s review the strategy we use while we are reading. “What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“Finding main ideas is one way we can do what?” (Help us understand what we read or hear.)

Say to the students:

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “Native American Homes.” Look at the picture. Under the picture it says, “Native Americans on the Great Plains lived in tents.”  Let’s think about what you know about where you live right now. Predict what living in a tent would be like. What time of year might this be a problem? (winter)

We are going to read this passage three times. Each time we should understand something more about Native American Homes. We will use paragraph shrinking while we are reading to help us determine the main ideas. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “Native American Homes” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important who or what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “Native American Homes.” Based on the clue from the title and what you heard what was the important what in the passage? (Native American Homes). Think about your predictions. Did you hear anything that matched or changed your predictions? (answers may vary) Comment on the student’s responses. 

We will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided Native American Homes was the most important what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about Native American Homes. 

Read the passage for the second time.

“What is the second part of the main idea?” (The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important idea about what). What is the most important thing about Native American Homes? (They made homes out things around them and they used different things.)

(Listen to the student responses. Pick one and have the students decide if it is the most important thing about Native American Homes or if it is a detail.)

We decided the most important thing about Native American Homes from this passage is that they made homes from things that were around them and they used different things. I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get done, we will shrink or summarize the information about Native American Homes into a good main idea statement.”

Read the passage for the third time.

Now we are going to practice making  good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what is _________ (Native American Homes). The most important information about Native American Homes is __________________

(they are made out of things around them and they used different things).  When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “Native American Homes” is that Native Americans made homes out of things around them and they used different things. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

Spring Intervention #12 – Session 12

“Native American Games”

Say to the students:

We have been using paragraph shrinking as a strategy to help us understand and remember what we read or hear while we are reading. We also know about what we can do before we read or listen that will help us understand what we are reading.  

If we read the title, and then make a prediction about what we will learn before we read, this will help us think about what we are learning. Sometimes what we predict will change based on what we read. We may learn new facts. What is a strategy that we can use before we read? (making predictions)

Check for student understanding

Let’s review the strategy we use while we are reading. “What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“Finding main ideas is one way we can do what?” (Help us understand what we read or hear.)

Say to the students:

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “Native American Games.” We learned about Native Americans last time as well. What did we learn last time? What was important about Native American Homes (Native Americans made their homes out of different things and are made out of things around them).

Look at the picture. Under the picture it says, “Native American children played sports like hockey.”  Do you think the author is talking about Native American children now or long ago. Predict what type of games Native American children would have played long ago? (answers will vary, stress that making predictions is about being logical, not about being right).

We are going to read this passage three times. We will use paragraph shrinking while we are reading to help us determine the main ideas. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “Native American Games” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important who or what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “Native American Games.” Based on the clue from the title and what you heard what was the important what in the passage? (Native American Games). Think about your predictions. Did you hear anything that matched or changed your predictions? (answers may vary) Comment on the student’s responses. 

We will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided how Native American Games was the most important what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about Native American Games. 

Read the passage for the second time.

“What is the second part of the main idea?” (The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important idea about what). What is the most important thing about Native American Games? (They are like the games of today.)

(Listen to the student responses. Pick one and have the students decide if it is the most important thing about Native American Games or if it is a detail.)

We decided the most important thing about Native American Games from this passage is that the games are like the games of today. I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get done, we will shrink or summarize the information about Native American Games into a good main idea statement.”

Read the passage for the third time.

Now we are going to practice making  good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what is _________ (Native American Games). The most important information about Native American Games is (they are like the games of today).  When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “Native American Games” is that Native American games are like the games of today or Native American children play games like children of today play. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

