Spring Intervention 7 – Session 7

“What is Sound?”

Say to the students:

Tell me the name of the strategy we have been using?  (paragraph shrinking) When you paragraph shrink, you will shrink the information you read into a statement that tells the most important idea of the paragraph, using as few words as possible. What do we call this statement? (main idea statement)  Why do we want to use paragraph shrinking? (It helps us understand what we read and hear better.)

Check for student understanding

“What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“Finding main ideas is one way we can do what?” (Help us understand what we read or hear.)

Say to the students:

“What do you do when paragraphs are very short?  (You will need to read more than one paragraph so that you will have enough information to make a main idea statement – you put the paragraphs together.)

Main idea statements have two parts. What are the two parts?

(The important who or what the passage is about and what is important about the who or what.

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “What is Sound?”. Look at the picture. Under the picture it says, “A barking dog makes sound waves.” Think about the words “sound waves.” 

We are going to read this passage three times. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “What is Sound?” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important who or what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “What is Sound?” Based on the clue from the title what was the important what in the passage? (sound or what is sound)

We will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided sound or what is sound was the most important what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about sound. 

Read the passage for the second time.

“What is the second part of the main idea?” (The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important idea about what). What is the most important thing about sound? I will read some sentences from the passage about sound. You tell me if the sentence describes the most important thing about sound or if it is just a detail. 

Listen to this sentence. It is made up of sound waves caused by movement. Does that tell us the most important idea about sound in this passage? (yes)  It tells us what sound is. 

We decided the most important thing about sound from this passage was that it is made up of sounds waves caused by movement. I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get done, we will shrink or summarize the information about sound into a good main idea statement.”

Read the passage for the third time.

Now we are going to practice making  good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what is _________ (sound). The most important information about sound is __________________________(it is made up of sound waves caused by movement).  When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “What is Sound?” is sound is made up of sound waves caused by movement. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

Spring Intervention 8 – Session 8

“Speed of Sound”

Say to the students:

Tell me the name of the strategy we have been using?  (paragraph shrinking) When you paragraph shrink, you will shrink the information you read into a statement that tells the most important idea of the paragraph, using as few words as possible. What do we call this statement? (main idea statement)  Why do we want to use paragraph shrinking? (It helps us understand what we read and hear better.)

Check for student understanding

“What is paragraph shrinking?” (We will shrink information into a sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph using as few as words as possible.)

“Finding main ideas is one way we can do what?” (Help us understand what we read or hear.)

Say to the students:

“What do you do when paragraphs are very short?  (You will need to read more than one paragraph so that you will have enough information to make a main idea statement – you put the paragraphs together.)

Main idea statements have two parts. What are the two parts?

(The important who or what the passage is about and what is important about the who or what.

Let’s look at this passage. This passage is called “The Speed of Sound.” Look at the picture. Under the picture it says, “Sound moves faster through water than through air.”  

We are going to read this passage three times. When we get done, we will make a main idea statement about what “The Speed of Sound” is mostly about. 

I am going to read this passage out loud to you. You may follow along while I read. After I read the passage, I will ask you what is the most important who or what in the passage.”

Read passage for the first time.

“Listen to the title, “The Speed of Sound.” Based on the clue from the title what was the important what in the passage? (speed of sound)

We will make a main idea statement for the passage. A main idea statement is made up of two parts.  What are the two parts?  (the important who or what the passage is about and what is most important about the who or what).

We decided speed of sound was the most important what. I am going to read the passage again, and this time you will listen for what is the most important idea about the speed of sound. 

Read the passage for the second time.

“What is the second part of the main idea?” (The second part of the main idea is to tell the most important idea about what). What is the most important thing about the speed of sound? I will read some sentences from the passage about the speed of sound. You tell me if the sentence describes the most important thing about sound or if it is just a detail. 

Listen to this sentence. Sound waves move at different speeds through different things. Does that tell us the most important idea about the speed of sound in this passage? (yes)  It tells us what the most important idea about speed of sound. 

We decided the most important thing about the speed of sound from this passage. I am going to read the passage one last time. When I get done, we will shrink or summarize the information about speed of sound into a good main idea statement.”

Read the passage for the third time.

Now we are going to practice making  good main idea statements. We have the two parts of the main idea. The most important what is _________ (speed of sound). The most important information about the speed of sound is __________________________(that sound waves travel at different speeds through different things).  When you make a main idea statement, the fewer words you use, the better. Everybody, do main idea statements have lots of words? (no)

The main idea statement for this passage called “The Speed of Sound” is that the sound waves travel at different speeds through different things. This main idea statement has both parts, the important what, and the most important idea about the what. 

