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The year 2009 is historically emblematic as it cele  brates the
500th anniversary of John Calvin's birth both in No yon,
where he was born, and throughout the world. John C alvin
(1509- 1564) was not only the great French reformer  but also
a first-rank intellectual , one of the fathers of the French
language, whose works considerably influenced the history of

the European nations from the 16th century on.

Portrait of John Calvin
John Calvin museum

JOHN CALVIN AND NOYON

Born on July 10th 1509 in Noyon, John Calvin was the son of Gérard Cauvin , who
was the registrar to the ecclesiastical court of the cathedral of Noyon and a man
devoted to the clergy, especially to Charles de Hangest, the bishop. John Calvin
spent his early school years in his hometown before going to Paris to study law in
1521 or 1523. In spite of his early leaving of Noyon, Calvin always remained attached
to his hometown and he kept up a regular correspondence with several of his former
fellow town-dwellers, like Laurent de Normandie, the "Lieutenant Civil" of the bailiwick
of Vermandois and the mayor of Noyon, who emigrated to Geneva in 1548 to flee the
persecutions against the members of the Protestant Reformed Church. Just like him,
many protestants from Noyon emigrated to Switzerland where Calvin welcomed them
warmly, being well informed about them. He even welcomed members of his own

family : his brother Antoine (the priest of Travecy) and his sister Marie.

On the occasion of this commemorative year, the cit  y of Noyon offers a
substantial programme of cultural events about John Calvin's personality and

also about his works, his time and his followers.
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THE EXHIBITIONS

> The readers of Calvin : Annotated copies in the cou __rse of centuries
April 25 ™ - June 28™ 2009
John Calvin Museum & showroom of the Chevalet theatre
Preview on April 24th at 6.30 P.M.

at the John Calvin Museum

See the press release in the second part.

Christianae religionis institutio,Bale, 1536,
FTP, Paris/John Calvin museum, Noyon

> The 16”‘-centurv protestants from Picardy
From July 10th to October 31st 2009
John Calvin Museum & showroom of the Chevalet Theatre

Preview on July 10th at 6.30 P.M., on the anniversary day of Calvin's birth, at the

showroom of the Chevalet

Lefevre d’Etaples , Jacques Pavanes , Olivétan, Francois
Vatable, Pierre de la Ramée , Laurent de Normandie , etc. :
There were many natives from Picardy who contributed to
the development of the Reformation before and after Calvin.
This new exhibition aims at being not only a collection of the
portraits of those men born in a Picardy which used to be
larger but also an assessment of all the steps taken by these
men to live out this new faith, which often threw them out of

the French Kingdom and forced to go abroad.

Pierre de la Ramée
Deposit of the castle of Versailles
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CONCERTS : MUSIC AND THE REFORMATION

A series of three concerts by L'ensemble huguenot  (Séverine Genevaz,
soprano ; Odile Faniard, mezzo ; Jacques Ducros, tenor ; Bertrand Monbaylet,
barytone-bass) orchestrated by Jacques Juillard.

Free entrance. Reservation : 03 44 93 28 20

> Saturday February 21st at 8.30 P.M., at the Chevalet
Theatre in Noyon : musical opening to the "Calvin Year"

A musical journey in Calvin's steps

> Friday July 10th at 9.00 P.M., anniversary day of
Calvin's birth : concert in the chapter house of the
cathedral of Noyon.

All priests, all singers

Motets, Pierre Attaingnant
Bibliothéque du Chapitre, Noyon

> Sunday September 20th at 3.30 P.M. on the occasion of the "Journées du
Patrimoine" (a couple of days during which the public has a free access to all
the National Heritage monuments): ambulatory concert from the Calvin

Museum to the chapter house of the cathedral of Noyon.

> Saturday September 19th at 8.30 P.M., at the cathedral of Noyon.
The choir and the children's choir of Saint-Peter's cathedral of Geneva will also
perform in the cathedral of Noyon to celebrate the
"Calvin Year." They will sing Paulus, an oratorio
composed by Félix Mendelssohn (1809-1847).
Orchestration by Florence Kraft (Emilie Pictet, soprano ;
Leila Chmouliovsky, alto ; Félix Rienth, tenor ; Philippe

Huttenlocher, bass). Free entrance.
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SEMINAR

Pre-reformation and the Reformation in the North of France

> On November 27th 2009 from 9.00 A.M. at the the Chevalet Theatre, Noyon

Non exhaustive list of the contributors: :

>Bernard ROUSSEL, research advisor at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes,
Paris, Olivetan and Calvin when the 1535 Bible was published.

> Jean-Francois GILMONT, professor at the Catholic University of Leuven, Laurent
de Normandie and the spreading of Calvin's works.

>Guy BEDOUELLE, Chancellor of the Université Catholigue de l'ouest, Jacques
Lefévre d’Etaples.

>lan MACLEAN, Professor All Souls College, Oxford, Pierre de la Ramée.

> Philippe CHAREYRE, Professor of Arts at the université de Pau, Gérard Roussel.
>Aurélie DUPONT, in charge of organizing cultural activities for the Heritage
Department of the city of Noyon, John Calvin's friends from Noyon.

> Cécile HUCHARD, lecturer, Faculty of Arts, université de Nancy 2, Simon Goulart
(1543-1628).

>Benjamin FINDINIER, director of the Noyon museums, The first martyrs in Picardy.

H. Van Muyden, Olivetan and John Calvin as a child , musée Jean Calvin
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A VISIT IN THE STEPS OF JOHN CALVIN

> Saturday March 28th 2009

After an introduction at the Calvin museum,
the visit will lead you through the places in
Noyon which marked the youth of the
reformer. Between legends and
controversies, this visit, rich in unsuspected
discoveries, will end up in a tasting session
of dishes prepared according to recipes of

Osias Beert II, Nature morte k PXV«H GH O-KgwHBEWB&Ho 0
Saint-Omer

Activity proposed by the Heritage department.
For further information, please contact :
Ateliers du patrimoine, tel. 00 33 (0)3 44 09 76 12

LIRE EN FETE (a celebration of reading)

> Women and Protestantism
Dimanche 18 octobre a 11h, John Calvin museum.
Reading by Fabien Fenet, comédian.
A reading of the great reformers' texts about the s  tatus and
the condition of women , in the society as well as through the
protestant faith.

[=]

o]
Portrait of'ldelette

de Bure, John Calvin's wife
(destroyed in 1940)

1RRQ -RKQ&DOMQPXWHXP VKRZURRP RI WKH &K HZKE GG RIKDIW U H
$SUO W -XQH W 35(66 &217%&7



a5(@s .7

On the occasion of the 500th anniversary of Calvin' s birth, the museums

of Noyon organize a new exhibition about thel6th an  d 19th centuries readers

of the great reformer.

This exhibition presents - for the first time to the public- a very rich collection
of copies of John Calvin's works . These works have handwritten annotations
which were taken down in the course of centuries. Among these works is the famous
copy of L'institution de la religion chrestienne (The institution of the Christian faith)
which was annotated by the Duc de Sully, minister of Henry IV , and which was
recently acquired by the BNF (The French National Library). The general intellectual
and cultural frame is one of a history of the book considered from the point of

view of its readers and its users , a history of the reading and the annotation.

The exhibition is based on a typology which differentiates various sorts of
readers or readings : the students' close reading to study the rhetorical organization
of the discourse and the ideas ; the reading aimed at causing a critical reaction and a
debate ; the philosophical reading which picks out the general ideas ; and the pious

reading as a source of meditation and prayers.

A catalogue of the exhibition is

published for this event

Preview on April 24th at 6.30 P.M. at the

John Calvin Museum

Commentaires de Jean Calvin sur les épitres
de saint Paul. Geneva, 1561, John Calvin museum
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Authors : Olivier MILLET / foreword by Benjamin FIN ~ DINIER
80 pages

100 illustrations couleurs

Published by the town of Noyon

Price : 18 €

N°ISBN : 978-2-918331-00-1

On sale at the John Calvin museum and the showroom of the Chevalet Theatre.
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Author of the exhibited works: John Calvin (1509-1564)

1. Des Scandales qui empeschent aujourdhuy beaucoupd e

gens de venir & la pure doctrine de I'Evangile ete  n desbauchent

d'autres, traicté composé nouvellement par Jehan Ca
Publication : Geneva, printed by Jean Crespin, 1550.
Inv. D2- 1759

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

2. Epistre au tres chrestien roy de France, Francoys p
demonstrees les causes dont procedent les troubles
Inv. RES 4- LD176- 1041

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

3. Institution de la religion chrestienne composée en
francois par luy mesme...

Publication : Lyon, printed by Jean de Tournes.

Inv. D2- 872

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

4. Institution de la religion chrestienne composée en

francois par luy mesme...

Ivin .

John Calvin by Cornelis Visscher, by 1650
John Calvin museum, Noyon

remier de ce nom : en laquelle sont

qui sont auiourd'huy en I'Eglise

latin par Jean Calvin, et translatée en

latin par Jean Calvin, et translatée en

Publication : Geneva, printed by F. Jaquy, A. Davodeau and J. Bourgeois, 1557.

Inv. D2- 40149

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

5. Institution de la religion chrestienne composée e
francois par luy mesme...

Publication : Geneva, printed by J. Bourgeois, 1561.
Inv. D2- 6390

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

n latin par Jean Calvin, et translatée en
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6. Institution de la religion chrestienne, nouvellemen t mise en quatre livres...
Publication : Geneva, printed by Conrad Badius, 1561.
Inv. SMITH LESOUEF R- 150

Bibliotheque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

7. Le Premier [-le Second] livre des commentaires de M. Jean Calvin sur les Actes des
apostres...

Publication : Geneva, printed by Philbert Hamelin, 1552-1554.

Inv. RES M- A-6

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

8. Epistre de Jaques Sadolet,... envoyée au Sénat et p  euple de Geneéve : par laquelle il tasche
les reduire soubz la puissance de I'evesque de Romm  e. Avec la Response de Jehan Calvin :
translatées de latin en francoys

Publication : Geneva, printed by Michel du Bois, 1540.

Inv. RES- Z- 2206

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

9. Le Nouveau Testament
Publication : Geneva, 1563.
Inv. R 58067

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

10. Institution de la religion chrestienne, mise e  n quatre livres et distinguee par chapitres en
ordre & methode bien propre

Publication : Geneva, printed by Jaques Bourgeois, 1562.

Former owner : Maximilien de Béthune, duc de Sully (1559-1641) and minister of Henry.

Inv. RES 4-NFA-7

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.

11. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, printed by Jacques Bourgeois, 1562.
Inv. RES 4 NFA 10

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Tolbiac. Paris.
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12. Institution de la religion chrestienne
Publication : 1565
Inv. 4°T 2379

Bibliothéque nationale de France. Arsenal. Paris.

13. Portrait de Philippe Melanchthon
Author : Albrecht Durer

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais

14. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1562.
Inv. 8°27197

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais

15. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1561.
Inv. 8°29111

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais

16. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1561.
Inv. 8°18130

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais

17. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1562.
Inv. Rés. in-4°1254

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais

18. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1561.
Inv. Rés. 8°1427

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais
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19. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1576 for the text, 1577 for the binding.
Inv. Rés. 8°30635

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais. Paris.

20. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1562.
Inv. A 414

Société de I'Histoire du Protestantisme Francais. Paris.

21. Commentaires des épitres
Publication : Geneva, printed by loanem Girardum, 1548.
Inv. P16-1263

Médiatheque protestante de Strasbourg.

22. Déclaration pour maintenir la vraie foy
Publication : Geneva, printed by Jean Crespin, 1554.
Inv. P16 1269

Médiatheque protestante de Strasbourg.

23. Commentaires de Jean Calvin sur la concordance ou harmonie des trois évangélistes
Publication : Geneva, printed by Michel Blanchier, 1563.
Inv. P 16-536

Médiatheque protestante de Strasbourg.

24. Lecons de M. Jean Calvin sur les vingt premiers cha  pitres du prophéte Ezéchiel
Publication : Geneva, 1565.
Inv. P 16-540

Médiatheque protestante de Strasbourg.

25. Institution de la religion chrestienne
Publication : Geneva, printed by Thomas Courteau, 1564.

Médiatheque protestante de Strasbourg.
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26. Commentaires des épitres
Publication : printed by Conrad Badius, 1561.

Médiatheque protestante de Strasbourg.

27. Institution latine
Publication : Strasbourg, printed by Wendelin Rihel, 1543.

Médiatheque protestante de Strasbourg.

28. Institution allemande
Publication : 1572.

Médiathéque protestante de Strasbourg.

29. Institutio christianae religionis

Publication : Geneva, printed by Adam and Jean Rivery, 1554.
Inv. MC 106

SHPF/Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon.

30. Christianae religionis institutio
Publication : Basle, printed by Thomas Platter and Balthazar Lasius, 1536.
Inv. MC 110

Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon/dép6t de la FPT, Paris.

31. Commentaires de Jean Calvin sur le livre de Josué
Publication : Geneva, printed by Francois Perrin, 1565.
Inv. MC 157

Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon/dép6t de I'Eglise Réformée de France

32. Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, printed by Jacob Stoer, 1609.
Inv. MC 109

Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon.
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33. Institutio christianae religionis

Publication : Geneva, printed by Robert Estienne, 1553.
Inv. MC 105

SHPF/Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon.

34. Commentaires de Jehan Calvin sur toutes les epistre
Publication : Geneva, printed by Conrad Badius, 1561.
Inv. MC 159

SHPF/Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon.

35. Institutio christianae religionis

Publication : Strasbourg, printed by Wendelin Rihel, 1545.

Inv. MC 107

Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon.

36. Institution de la religion chrétienne

Publication : Geneva, printed byThomas Courteau, 1564.
Inv. MC 103

SHPF/Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon.

37. Portrait d’Augustin Marlorat

( [ KIEMMG Z ROV

s de I'apostre s. Paul

Extrait des Vrays pourtraits des hommes illustres en piété et doctrine par Théodore de Beze.

Publication : Geneva, printed by Jean de Laon, 1581.
Inv. MC 124

38. Portrait de Philippe Melanchthon

Extrait des Vrays pourtraits des hommes illustres en piété et doctrine par Théodore de Beze.

Publication : Geneva, printed by Jean de Laon, 1581.
Inv. MC 124
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> The visitors service

Appointments for guided tours of the exhibition can be arranged by contacting the
museums of Noyon. These tours can be adapted to all types of visitors, for groups or
private individuals.

Contact :

Sandrine FASOLI, who collaborates with the curator of the museums of Noyon.
Tel. 00 33 (0)3 44 44 03 59 / E-mail : assist. musees@noyon.fr

> The education service of the heritage

department and museums of Noyon
Ville et Pays d’Art et d’Histoire (convention created by the french Ministry of

Culture: "French towns and lands of art and history")

Teachers and pupils from primary to senior high schools are
offered different activities by the education service which is
coordinated by the person in charge of the heritage department.
These activities include guided tours and workshops on the
architecture and heritage of Noyon, as well as a discovery of the collections of the
two museums of the city. Led by guides and lecturers certified by the French Ministry
of Culture and specially trained to work with young visitors, each visit is enriched with

files and teaching resources created by a teacher working for the education service.

Information and bookings :

Direction des affaires culturelles David GADANHO

Animation du patrimoine coordinator of the educational activities
Hotel de Ville Tel. 0344 09 76 12 / Fax 03 44 93 05 04
Place Bertrand Labarre E-mail : ani-patrimoine2@noyon.fr

B.P. 30158

60 406 NOYON Cedex
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> The Tourist office of Noyon

For the 500th anniversary of John Calvin's birth both in Noyon, the Tourist office of
Noyon adds to its program of excursions and guided visits one day discovered to

Noyon and with the abbey of Ourscamp on the topic :
In the steps of Jean Calvin, an “heretic” in 16thc  entury

After a passage to the museum Jean Calvin, this guided visit leads to discovered
places which marked the youth of the reformer : the cathedral and its district (with an
exceptional access to the prisons of the canonesses), outsides of the episcopal
home and town hall, vestiges of the abbey of Ourscamp.

Press contact : Elise NICOLAS-BERTHE
Tel : 00 33 (0)3 44 44 21 88

E-mail : enicolasberthe@noyon-tourisme.com

Information and bookings :

OFFICE DU TOURISME DU PAYS NOYONNAIS

Place Bertrand Labarre

60400 Noyon

Tel : 00 33 (0)3 44 44 21 88

Fax : 00 33 (0)3 44 93 08 53

E-mail : contact@noyon-tourisme.com
WWW.Nnoyon-tourisme.com

k OT Pays Noyonnais
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For every use of the photos, the mark © musées de Noyon is obligatory. Please send us four

written proofs of the printing.

1) Institution allemande
Publication : printed by Rihel, 1543
© Bibliothéque du collége Saint-Guillaume, Strasbourg

2) Institution latine
Publication : 1572
© Bibliothéque du collége Saint-Guillaume, Strasbourg

3) Commentaires des épitres
Publication : Geneva, 1548

Inv. P16-1263 4) Christianae religionis institutio
© Bibliothéque du collége Saint-Guillaume, Strasbourg Publication : Basle, 1536
Inv. MC 110

© Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon/FPT, Paris
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5) Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, printed by Jacob Stoer, 1609.
Inv. MC 109
© Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon

6) Commentaires de Jehan Calvin sur
toutes les epistres de I’ apostre s. Paul
Publication : Geneva, printed by Conrad Badius, 1561
Inv. MC 159
© SHPF/Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon

7) Institutio christianae religionis
Publication : Geneva, printed by Robert Estienne, 1553
Inv. MC 105
© SHPF/Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon

8) Institutio christianae religionis
Publication : Geneva, printed by Adam
and Jean Rivery, 1554
Inv. MC 106
© SHPF/Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon

9) Commentaires de Jean Calvin sur le livre de Josué
Publication : Geneva, printed by Francois Perrin, 1565
Inv. MC 157

© Musée Jean Calvin, Noyon/FTP

10) Institution de la religion chrétienne
Publication : Geneva, 1576 for the text, 1577 for the binding
Inv. Rés. 8°30635
© SHPF, Paris
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> The John Calvin museum

Built between 1927 and 1931 on the presumed site of Calvin's
birthplace (1509-1564), the museum is dedicated to the history of the
spreading of the French-speaking Reformation, to the personality of
the reformer and to the influence of his works during the 16th and 17th
centuries.
lllustrations of the emblematic house are put on display in the first room, while the room
known as chambre de Calvin (Calvin's room) presents some of Calvin's works and original
printings, as well as a collection of "protestant” translations of the Holy Scriptures. On the
first floor, works such as La Mercuriale du 10 juin 1559, in the style of Tortorel and Perrissin
(around 1570), or Le colloque de Poissy de 1561 by Joseph-Nicolas Robert-Fleury (1840),
illustrate the political history of the relationship between protestants and the 16th-century
royal power which led to the wars of religion.
On the second floor, the birth of the "protestant spirituality” and its repercussions on the daily
life are illustrated by printings, paintings and engravings.

> The Noyon museum

The Noyon museum, which is an art and history museum about Noyon

and its surroundings, shows the creation and the evolution of the city from

the Gallo-Roman times to nowadays. Located within the former residence

of the bishop, it presents rich and varied collections. The ground floor is

dedicated to archaeological collections coming from the excavations

carried out in Noyon and its surroundings, such as an outstanding 12th-

century chessboard with pieces carved in stag antlers. Two other rooms show lapidary
elements coming from the cathedral.

On the first floor, the museum presents an exceptional collection of furniture, notably a rare
set of chests (12th to 16th century), coming from the cathedral treasury. In addition to these
collections, there is the exhibition of the paintings that the orientalist painter Joseph-Félix
Bouchor (1853-1937) bequeathed to the city of Noyon.
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The organizers of the exhibition:

> Olivier MILLET, professor of French 16th-century literature at the University
Paris XII

> Benjamin FINDINIER, directeur des musées de Noyon

Direction of the cultural affairs of the city of No yon:
Anne LEVY

Communication :
Sandrine FASOLI, assistante de conservation des musées de Noyon, responsable
du service culturel des musées

E-mail : assist.musees@noyon.fr

Preservation department of the museums of Noyon:
Musée Jean Calvin 6 place Aristide Briand 60400 Noyon
Tél. 00 33 (0)3 44 44 03 59

E-mail : conserv.musees@noyon.fr ; assist. musees@noyon.fr

Press contact:
Cécile STRIPPE, head of the communication department
Hotel de ville, BP 30158, 60406 Noyon Cedex. Tél. 00 33 (0)3 44 93 36 51

E-mail : dircom@noyon.fr

The friends of the John Calvin museum society :

Thanks to their action, they contribute to the prestige and influence of the museum
and to the enrichment of the collections.

Président : Liliane GALLEY. E-mail : Igal2@hotmail.fr
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Opening hours and admission fees :

> John Calvin museum
6 place Aristide Briand, 60400 NOYON
Tel. 03 44 44 03 59 / fax 03 44 93 36 39
E-mail : assist. musees@noyon.fr
Full rate : 3 €

Reduced rate and group rate: 2 € (combined ticket with the Noyon museum)

Open every day from 10 a.m. to 12 a.m. and from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. (5 p.m. from 1/11
to 31/03)

Closed on Mondays and on 1/01; 11/11 and 25/12

Free admission the first sunday of every month

Exceptional free entrance on the occasion of various events : 16/05 from 7p.m. to
la.m. (Nuit des musées), 17/05 , 19 & 20/09 (Journées du patrimoine), 18/10 (Lire en Féte)
and 27/11 (seminar).

Guided tours of the museums by the service Animation du patrimoine (Heritage
department).

The Tourist office of Noyon, information and bookings : Tel. 00 33 (0)3 44 44 21 88

> Showroom of the Chevalet Theatre
Théatre du Chevalet, place Aristide Briand, 60400 NOYON
Tel. 00 33 (0)3 44 93 28 20 / E-mail : theatre-accueil@noyon.fr

Free entrance

Open every day from 10 a.m. to 12 a.m. and from 2 p.m. to 6
p.m.

Closed on Mondays
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How to get there :

Noyon, which is in the Oise department, is 112 km away from Paris, 138 km from

Lille and 65 km from Amiens.

> By car : Autoroute Al (Motorway Al)
From Paris : exit 10 (Arsy)
From Lille : exit 13 (Roye)

> By train (SNCF: national train company) : Paris Nord - Saint Quentin -

Maubeuge

> By plane:
(Paris) Roissy Charles de Gaulle airport : 100km away

Beauvais airport : 80 km away
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