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A Song of Ascents

Psalm 133

Whenever in biblical timesJewish
peoplewould travel to Jerusalemto
celebrate one of their feasts, they
sang the songs of ascentsrecorded
inPsalms 120through 134. Singing
these psalms, they expressed their
joy in the Lord God as they came
closer to the city and eventually
arrived at God'stemple.

Whenwe approach Godinworship,
we must do so by gathering with
fellow worshipersinaspirit of unity
and harmony. The psalmist sings,
“How good and pleasant it iswhen
brothers [and sisters] live together
in unity!” (Ps. 133:1). We ac-
knowledgethat the closer we come
to God the more harmonious we

should be in relationship to our
brothers and sisters in the Lord.
Wherever thischaracteristicisevi-
dent, worshipers sense not only
God's goodness and blessings but
also hisnearness. We know that it
isimpossibleto worship God when
constant strife and enmity are
present among his people, for then
Godwithholdshisblessings.

The psalmist illustrates delightful
unity and peace among the wor-
shipers by portraying Aaronin his
roleashigh priest. Hewrites, “Itis
like preciousail poured on the head,
running down on the beard, running
down onAaron’sbeard, down upon
the collar of hisrobes’ (Ps. 133:2).

At first sight this picture has noth-
ing in common with our times and
culture. It doesnot speak to usand
isutterly foreign. Yet whenwe put
the picturein its historical setting
and examineit, we beginto seethe
meaning of oil running down the
head and clothing of the high priest.

God anointed Aaron as high priest
for the task of presenting Israel’s
praisesand petitionsto him. Aaron
could serve God in that capacity
after he had been properly or-
dained. The ceremony of ordina
tion demanded that he be drenched
with precious oil that would cover
his head, saturate his hair and
beard, and drip down onto the col-
lar of hisrobe.

Theoil stood for holinessthat signi-
fied total consecration to God.
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Aaron had to think that which is
pure, speak that whichistrue, and
do that which isright. His every
thought, every word, and every
deed had to exemplify holiness.

In the same vein, unity, harmony,
and peace must saturate God's
people so that the world is able to
see our Christian walk of life. We
are living, as it were, in a glass
house and everyone on the outside
is able to see and even hear us.
Hence, theguidelinefor any Chris-
tianistoliveinthevery presence of
God and joyfully sing, “ So shall no
part of day or night from sacred-
ness be free, but all my life, in ev-
ery step, befellowship with Thee.”

The psalmist provides asecond il-
lustration, “It is as if the dew of
Hermon were falling on Mount
Zion. For there the Lord bestows
hisblessing, even lifeforevermore”

(Ps. 133:3). Dew descends nightly
on Mount Hermon and the land of
Israel to refresh and replenish al
vegetation, animals, and insects.
The dew is so heavy that moisture
steadily fallsin large drops on all
plants insects, and animals. Thus
they are supplied with the neces-
sary moisture to withstand the heat
of the next day and flourish. Dew
comessilently andinconspicuoudly;
it nourishesand revives God' sgreat
creation. When Mount Zion, lo-
cated at one of the higher placesin
Israel, receives the same dew that
descends on Mount Hermon, the
result isuncommon fruitfulness.

Similarly, whenweinour Christian
community display the characteris-
tics of peace, harmony and unity,
God'sblessings descend on us qui-
etly, unobtrusively, and profusely.
God strengthens us for the task to
whichHehascalledus. Heliteraly

places Hismaterial giftsnext to us
tosustainusinour daily life. Inad-
dition, He also grants us spiritual
gifts, especidly eternd life. Inour
own strength we come to failure,
and consequently we readily admit
that we are totally dependent on
our heavenly Father. The prophet
Jeremiah eloquently expressesthis
by saying, “Because of the Lord’s
great love, we are not consumed,
for His compassions never fail.
They arenew every morning; great
is your faithfulness” (Lamenta-
tions 3:22-23).

Dr. Simon J. Kistemaker is
aretired professor of the Re-
formed Theologica Seminary
in Jackson, Florida. He cur-
rently resides in Oviedo,
Florida.

Our Father in Heaven y g

and Earthly Fathers

Asthose madein theimage of God
we are told to be like Him in per-
fection, holiness, and so on. If we
areto belike Godin being aFather
itwill help usto know what God has
reveaed about Himself asaFather.

We have agood and clear example
here of progressiverevelation, that
is, how God reveals Himself more
fully asthe Scripture goeson from
thefirst revelationinthe Old Testa-
ment to thefinal and completerev-
elation as we have it in the New
Testament.

God reveals Himself first as the
Creator: God, the Father, Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth, as we
professin the Apostles’ Creed

Inthe Old Testament God also calls
Himself the Father of the nation of
Israel aswell as the Father of the
kings of Israel.

The more personal relationship be-
tween God and the believer isoften
mentioned in the Psalms, where
God is said to have pity on those
who fear Him, as a human father
pitieshischildren.

Searching aconcordancewill yield
many referencesfromthe Old Tes-
tament. Yet it isin the teachings of

our Savior that wefind the clearest
references to God as the Father of
Hispeople. “Clearest” isthe opera-
tiveword here, and it isdueto the
fact that Jesus makes clear the
fact that God isaFather to all who
arein Christ by faith. Thisrelation-
ship is special beyond the fact of
God being our Creator. It revealsa
depth of feding and intimacy which
isnot found until our Savior shows
that we are God’s children when
webelievein Hisonly Sonfor our
salvation. Think of John’sexclama
tion: “How great is the love the
Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God!
And that iswhat we are!l” (I John
31).

When He speaks of our futurein
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glory thisisaso carried through, for
Godtellsbdievers“l will behisGod
and he shall be my son.” (Revela
tion21.7).

Knowing what istrue about God as
the Father of His children chal-
lengesall Christian fathers. He pro-
videsfor al our needsandisaways
patiently there for us.

On our part, we will seek to love
God our Father since Hefirst loved
us. We must reflect that love by
keeping Hiswill for our livesbefore
us as family men.

Sincethe essence of loveisto seek
and supply what is best for the ob-
ject of our love, even at the price of
self-denial when necessary, such
lovewill characterize Christianfa-

thers. Their prioritieswill be deter-
mined by their calling as fathers
who are sons of their Heavenly
Father.

In covenant with Him, they will ful-
fill the pledgethey made at baptism
for the training of their childrenin
the Christian truth and way. This
training does not begin or end with
Christian education, be that in a
Christian day school or through the
increasingly common practice of
home-schooling. It will show when
the childisyet just ababein arms,
through growing years, even be-
yond adolescence, for one blessed
with children never stops being a
father. With wisdom sought from
the Heavenly Father, we earthly
fathers must never stop striving to

live up to the ideal of being role
modelsfor our own children.

InMalachi 1theLord states“A son
honors his father...” and then asks
wistfully, “1f | am afather, whereis
the honor due me?”

May the Lord not only bless all
Chrigtian fathersintheir calling, but
may the children of such fathers
also honor them as they are called
to do by the Lord in His Word.

Rev. Jay A. Wesseling is a
retired pastor in the United
Reformed Churches of North
America. He makes his resi-
dencein Sheldon, lowa.

NeedsWhichWivesNeed M et

At Home

Part 2

In Part | of this series entitled,
“Needs Which Our Wives Need
Met At Home”, we set forth and
summarized these three needswith
theacrosticT -L - C: Time; Love;
and Communication. Having pre-
viously addressed the need of our
wives for “Time which results in
God-honoring, Christ-centered
companionship and compatibil-
ity”, we now consider a second
need which our wives need met at
home, namely, “Love spokenin a
language which our wives will
understand and appreciate.” Al-
low metoillustrate.

Early onin our nearly 25 years of
marriage, my wife, Margaret, and |

came to the realization that there
was some growing tension between
us. Inshort, wewere beginning to
wonder if we really “loved each
other” aswe thought. Aswedis-
cussed these mutual feelings, by
the grace and mercy of God, we
both cameto avery surprising, but
ultimately edifying, insight!

You see, as we began our married
lifetogether, being the godly woman
that sheis, Margaret wasfaithfully
seeking to show her loveto mein
the language which she understood
the best. Shewas selflesdly offer-
ing practical help and supportin a
myriad of ways throughout the
course of each day. For example,
shewould make meahearty break-
fast, keep and clean the house, run

all sorts of errands during the day,
make any number of phonecallsfor
me, and then welcome me homein
theeveningwith adeliciousdinner.
Margaret wasrepeatedly saying, “I
loveyou” in her language by offer-
ingto meall sortsof practical help
and support along life'sway.

Ah, but the only problem with that,
you seg, isthat | am a“romantic”
by nature! That isjust how God
made meto be. So, while shewas
working so hard as a young wife
trying to keep the house clean, keep
up with the laundry, prepare good
food and all the rest, as a young
husband | was thinking to myself,
“Who cares what the house looks
like! | want romance!!” At the
sametime, even though | wasbusy
buying Margaret cards and flowers
andlittle“surprisegifts’, | certainly
wasn’'t much (if any) help around
the house.

4
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In summary, we suddenly realized
that while we were both sincerely
and repeatedly saying, “| loveyou”
to oneanother, weweresayingitin
a language which our marriage
partner simply did not understand.
Andfriends, if the message of love
which we are trying to send to our
husband or our wife is not being
received, obviously that has the
same hegative “emotional impact”
upon our spouse as if the message
had never been sent at all.

Margaret and | talked through
these things. The Lord graciously
showed us that we both really did,
in fact, love each other and that
according to His Word we were
completely desirous of remaining
fully committed to our marriage
VOWS.

Both Margaret and | consciously
committed ourselvesto |earning and
speaking each other’s " language of
love’. Consequently, by God's
grace, Margaret became much
more of a“romantic” and | simply
started helping out around the
house and doing more practical
things to support my wife in the
course of her days. (I don't mind
sharing with you that aside benefit
of all this was that through the
years| have gladly discovered that
my wife'slanguage of loveismuch
cheaper than my own!)

Now, a particular challenge to the
men, if | may. Brothers, why do
you suppose that |, as a man and
the head of my home, waswilling,
by God'sgrace, to adapt and modify
my “language of love” to meet the
needs of my wife and seek to put
her needs before my own, and why
should you bewilling and desirous
of doing that very samething? Well,
the reason has to do with what we

read, in Ephesians 5:25-33 where

God's Holy Spirit inspired Word

declares:
Husbands, love (agape)
your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave
Himself up for her to make
her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through
the word, and to present her
to Himself as a radiant
church, without stain or
wrinkleor any other blemish,
but holy and blameless. In

...we were saying “|
love you” in a
language which our
marriage partner
simply did not
understand.

this same way, husbands
ought to love their wives as
their own bodies. He who
loveshiswifeloveshimsdlf.
After al, no one ever hated
his own body, but he feeds
and caresfor it, just asChrist
doesthe church - for we are
members of His body. ‘For
this reason aman will leave
hisfather and mother and be
united to his wife, and the
two will become oneflesh.’
Thisisaprofound mystery -
but I am talking about Christ
and the church. However,
each one of you also must
love his wife as he loves
himself, and the wife must
respect her husband.

In similar fashion, in Colossians
3:19 Paul writes, “Husbands, love

(agape) your wives and do not be
harsh with them.” And to both
husbands and wives, indeed, to al
Christianseverywhere, God'sHoly
Word declaresin| Corinthians 13:4-
8a
Love (agape) ispatient, love
iskind. It doesnot envy, it
doesnot boagt, itisnot proud.
Itisnot rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. It always
protects, aways trusts,
aways hopes, aways
perseveres. Love never
fals.

You see, we most often and most
naturally expresslovein alanguage
which means the most to us. But
our calling as Chrigtians, our task as
God-honoring husbands, is to ask
ourselves, indeed, let us even ask
our wives, “Honey, how can | say
‘I love you' in a way that means
the most to you?’ Some wives
most appreciate “romantic gifts”
and others*practical helps’ and till
othersmay respond most favorably
to “hugs or physical touch”. In
whatever language of love our
wives wish that we would speak,
we must be willing to “die to our-
selves’, to subjugate our own feel-
ings, wishes, dreams and desires
and put the feelings, wishes,
dreams and desires of our wives
beforeour own. Men, | assureyou,
if you do thisyou can not miss! You
will notfail! Youwill bemeeting the
needs of your wives ever more
faithfully and effectively, and God
will beglorified!

Isn't this what “agape love’ and
thevery heart of the gospel of Jesus
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T  Tim Perkins |
A Word to Hushands

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor
to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the
grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered (1 Peter 3:7).

Christisall about? In Romans5:8
we read, “And God demonstrates
hisown love (agape) for usinthis:
while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.”

In the midst of aculture where the
message repeatedly being con-
veyed is, in effect, “| love you be-
cause...”; or “I'll love you un-
til...”; or,“I'll loveyouwhen...”, or
“I'll loveyou if...” ... the godly
man, indeed, also thegodly woman,
any truediscipleof JesusChrist will
increasingly seek to model and ex-
emplify the Lord’s kind of love,
agape. In Christ, the person will
repeatedly say to his’her spouse, in
word and in deed, “Honey, | love
you - period. Unconditionally; un-
reservedly; no strings attached.
And | promise to show you and
express to you that kind of love,
each and every day.”

Why? Because in the midst of a
very sinful, selfish, self-centered,
unloving and often lonely world -
LOVE - agape - spoken in a lan-
guage which our wives will un-
derstand and appreciate, is one of
the Three Key Needs Which Our
Wives Need Met at Home.

Rev. Richard J. Kuiken is
the Senior Pastor of the
Pompton Plains Reformed
Bible Church.

Since Father’s Day is around the
corner it might beagoodtimeto hear
a biblical word from the Lord to
husbands and fathers. David
Blankenhorn of the Institute for
American Values said this about a
good father: “A good father does
these basic things: provides for his
family, protectshisfamily, and gives
spiritual and moral guidance.” |
would agreethat agood father does
al those things but | think thereis
something absent in the description.
| would add that in order to beagood
father you need to beagood husband
first!

Thebest thing you can do asafather
isto truly love your wife as Christ
loved the church and heed by the
grace of God the divinely inspired
word that Peter expresses in the
passage above. Men, your relation-
ship to your wivesand how youlive
with them isafirst priority. The or-
dinary consequence of a good and
faithful marriage with Christ at its
center will begood and faithful chil-
dren who will love and serve the
Lord. There certainly are exceptions
but thisisthe norm.

Peter is concerned that husbands
realize that they are called to give
both intelligent and tender leadership
totheir wives. Every manisinescap-
ably answerableto God for what his

home becomes. Thisis so because
ahusband isthe head of hishome
no matter how he leads (1
Cor.11:3). He is not only com-
manded to be the head of hiswife
and home but to be a good head.
Heiseither agood head who leads
hiswifeand family in faithfulness
to the commands of the Lord or he
isabad head who leads hisfamily
toward spiritual ruin and compro-
mise. And as the head of hiswife
and family he must pastor hishome
with spiritual wisdom and compas-
sonatecare. Inlight of this, I’dlike
tolook at the aboveverseby first,
considering the motive for a
husband’s ministry to hiswifeand
second, the manner of that minis-

try.

The Motive for a Husband’s
Ministry

| Peter 3:7 begins with the words
“Husbands, likewise.” These
words connect usto the preceding
context in which Jesus submits to
the will of Hisheavenly Father as
He carriesout the salvation of His
people (2:21-25). On this ground
servants are to render submission
to their masters (2:18-20), wives
aretoyield to their husbands (3:1-
6) and husbands are to lovingly
submit themselves to caring for
the needs of their wives. Theword

...in order to be a good father you need to be a
good husband first!
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“likewise” bids us to look at the
conduct of Christ and how Helaid
down hislifefor thesavation of His
church.

Jesus knew the needs of Hispeople
and their helplessinability to save
themselves. He gave His lifein
order to satisfy the demands of the
righteous and holy God. Thus, Pe-
ter reminds husbands that our mo-
tivation for ministry to our wives
is built upon God’s saving grace
applied to us on the ground of
Jesus' work. Any command with-
out thisbehind it hasno moreforce
than simple good advice. Because
Jesus, as the suffering servant de-
livered usfrom our sinand because
He has become the “ Shepherd and
Overseer” of our souls, hushands
must livewiththeir wiveslike Jesus
liveswith Hischurch! Thisprovides
the motive for obediently hearing
and doing what God saysin our pas-

sage.

When wethink about how our Sav-
ior writhed in anguish upon the
cross under God's just wrath
against our sinsand graciously de-
livered us - when we think about
how God knows us and has com-
passion onusby providing aSavior
who meets us at our most urgent
need - when we think about Jesus,
theLord of theuniversenailedtoa
tree, spilling Hisholy blood, bowing
Hissacred head in bitter heartache,
becoming the Lord of our shame
and sinful hearts, and healing us by
His stripes - can we not then real-
ize the honor and dignity of our
calling to serve sacrificially the
needs of our wives as Christ sacri-
ficialy served thetrue needsof His
church! Thusthe pattern by which
weliveinrdationshipto othersand
in particular our wives is built
around the person and work of Jesus.

The Manner of the Husband’s
Ministry

Having realized the importance of
this passage from Peter concerning
themotivefor ahusband’ sministry,
now we see how Peter describes
the manner in which husbands
should live with their wives. He
begins by explaining that husbands
should live with their wivesin an
intelligent or “ understanding” way.
But what does Peter mean by this?
Well, he certainly means that hus-
bands should continuously seek to
know what makestheir wivestick.
They should pursuethe knowledge
of their wivesas much after saying

The pattern by which
we live in relation-
ship to othersandin
particular our wives
IS built around the
person and work of
Jesus.

“1 do” asthey did before they said
“| do.” That is, we should all re-
member how we courted our wives
before we married them. Do you
remember way back then when
you couldn’t get the thought of her
out of your head? We need to con-
tinuethat throughout our entiremar-

riage.

A part of this understanding or
knowledge isfurther expressed by
the call to care for our wives by
honoring them, being tender toward
them, realizing that they are more
delicate, and are co-equals before
the Lord in their standing before
Him as believers. The wife is not

inferior because of her physical
delicateness. Thisisthe way the
Lord has made her. Sheisto be
protected and cared for, especialy
asonewho isajoint heir of Jesus
Christ.

To honor her isto praise her and to
give preferential treatment to her.
She has been chosen for theimpor-
tant role of the “weaker vessel.”

Her role calls for special esteem!

Certainly intermsof sheer physical

ability a man is stronger than a
woman and therefore husbands
should be very careful that they do
not use their physical strength to
intimidatetheir wives. They areto
employ their energiesin being ten-
der and gentle showing special trib-
uteto their wives. For the husband
to exploit thewife' sweaknessisto
risk the chastisement of the Lord
andwill turn the ear of theLord deaf
to ahusband’s prayers.

However, the wifeis not aweaker
vessel simply because sheisphysi-
cally more delicate but because she
assumes the role or takes on the
mantle of weaknessin relation to
her husband as she submitsto him
in obedience to the Word of God.
When we think of weakness we
understand that to refer to alack of
power or position. For a wife to
gently and quietly submit to her
husband isto be weak and faintin
the eyes of the world. Therefore,
husbands need to especially demon-
strate in word and deed great
praise, admiration and reverence
toward their wives because they
have been assigned by God the
“weaker” positioninthe marriage.

Furthermore, both believing hus-
band and wife are “heirs of the
graceof life.” They both belong to
the Lord, they both know His sav-

June, 2002

=




ing grace and stand to inherit all that
Christ has promised, therefore hus-
bands must treat their wives not as
inferiors, but as ajoint heir with
Christ. Thisis certainly a part of
the knowledge or intelligent under-
standing with which a husband
should relate to hiswife.

But the knowledge or understand-
ing that | believe overall is most
important is the knowledge or un-
derstanding of the Scriptures. It
isknowledge which isfrom above
that isto be grasped by husbandsif
they are going to honor their wives
and dwell with them to God's
praise. A husband is to know that
wisdom concerning Christ, the gos-
pel, and all that God has reveal ed,
especially as that concerns mar-
riage and family relationships. In
Peter’s second letter the word
knowledge is used repeatedly to
refer to the knowledge of Christ
and Hisrevelation (2 Peter 1:3,5-6;
3:18).

Thus, the central point of Peter’'s
command to husbandsisthis: Hus-
bands must keep on dwelling with
their wives in harmony with that
revelation of Godin Christ and His
Word that belongsto the Christian
believer. Sinceyou areaChristian,
and you know the Word of God,
then apply that Word to your rela-
tionship with your wife! Thisseems
to be the essence of what is being
said.

Peter remindsusthat the unbeliever
is full of unbelief and ignorance
which leadsto dlavery and foolish-
ness- something which thebeliever
has been delivered from (1 Peter
1:4; 2:15). Therefore every believ-
ing husband must striveto be astu-
dent of Scripture. He must be the
pastor of his home who reads, ex-

plains, and appliesthe Scripturesin
hisrdationshipto hiswifeandinhis
leadership of the home and the
training of hischildren. To heed this
command, ahusband hasto be satu-
rated by the Word of God. Hus-
bands, are you students of Scrip-
ture? Does this command pinch a
little? 1t should!

The sad fact of the matter isthat so
many husbands, even Christian hus-
bands, arefar away from the scrip-

Husbands must
keep on dwelling
with their wives in
harmony with that
revelation of God in
Christ and His Word
that belongsto the
Christian believer.

tural ideal of a husband who shep-
herds hishome. Somehusbandsare
littlemorethan grown-up littleboys
who see their wives more as their
mothers than their wives! They
view their wives as someone who
satisfiestheir physical needs, keeps
them well fed and soothes their
egos when they hurt.

Or, they reduce their role to that of
a provider alone. The major con-
cern for many husbandsisto make
aliving, thewife'sjobistorunthe
home. So the husband hurries him-
self off to work and is eager to ac-
quire plenty of money so that he
can providethe comforts of modern
life for hisfamily. Most men do a
pretty good job at thisand take this
part of their responsibility very seri-
oudly, but thisislopsided |eadership

at best. Peter would tell us that
thereismoreto husbandry thanjust
earning agood living for our fami-
lies.

What about it husbands, are you
really working hard to study Scrip-
ture so that you can pastor your
home effectively?Haveyoureally
understood from God’s Word the
exalted place of weakness that
your wife occupies and have you
praised and venerated her for this?
The best way to observe Father’s
Day isto commit yourself by God's
graceto the pursuit of learning and
understanding and applying God's
Word so that you dwell with your
wife and family in harmony with
that Word.

For most it would be utterly unac-
ceptable to be pastored in the
church by a preacher who did not
know or give himself to the study
of God'sWord. Likewise, it ought
to be unacceptable and abhorrent
to us as husbands, who are called
to be pastors of our homes, to be
less than diligent students of the
Holy Scriptures!

Rev. Tim Perkins is the
Pastor of the Cornerstone
United Reformed Church in
Hudsonville, Michigan.
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A Look at the 2002 Synod
of the Christian Reformed Church

A Brief Look at the
Agenda

Rev. Harlan Vanden Einde

On Saturday, June 8, 2002, 188 del-
egates from the 47 classes of the
CRC spread across the United
States and Canada, will gather at
the Fine Arts Center Auditoriumon
the Calvin College Campusin Grand
Rapids for their annual synod.
Unlesstheair work isfinished earlier,
the sessions are scheduled to con-
clude by 11:45 AM on June 15th.
By mid-April, most of the del egates
had received their copy of The
Agenda, and began pouring over its
contentsin preparation for delibera-
tion and decision. The purpose of
thisarticleistogiveyouabird'seye
view of what that agendacontains.

The Board of Trustees

Thegoverning board of the CRCis
called “The Board Of Trustees’,
and thisboard annually presentsto
synod a summary of the activities
carried out on behalf of synod dur-
ing the interim between annual
synod meetings. Included in that
reportisasummary of theactivities
of the agenciesand educational in-
gtitutions of the CRC, whichiswhy
the BOT report occupies 276 pages
of The Agenda. Let me highlight
just afew items from their report.

Of noteisthefact that the office of
general secretary is celebrating its
100th anniversary in 2002. It was
back in 1902 that synod initiated
that office (then referred to as
Stated Clerk; now General Secre-

tary). Atthat time Synod appointed
Dr. Henry Beets to that position.
Since then, five different persons
have occupied that office, which
becameafull-time positionin 1956.

Also of interest is the fact that to
date, 19 of the 47 classes of the

Appendix H of The
Agenda not only
describes what the
CRC is, but
prescribes what we
should be.

CRC have declared theword male
inoperativein Church Order Article
3-a. Synod 1995 instructed the
General Secretary to keep alist of
those classes and report their
names annually to synod. Synod
1995 also approved the position of
an ethnic advisor to serve synod,
and thusthe BOT has appointed six
people to servein that capacity at
Synod 2002.

Synod 2000 adopted arecommen-
dation that isin effect until 2005
that women advisors also serve
synod. Thus the BOT has ap-
pointed seven women to servein
that capacity at Synod 2002. A re-
view of this decision concerning
womenin officeisscheduled to take
placein 2005.

Though this has been a difficult

year for most charitable organiza-
tions, including the church and our
denominational agencies, itisgrati-
fying to note that as a support sys-
tem for denominational ministries,
our ministry shares have generated
over twenty-million dollars of sup-
port annually for the past few
years. In view of the specific
needs of the agencies, and on the
recommendation of the Ministries
Administrative Council, the BOT
has adjusted the ministry share al-
location, increasing the shares for
Calvin Seminary and CRC Publica
tions, and decreasing the sharesfor
Back to God Hour, Calvin College,
Home Missions and Word Mis-
sions. Synod 2002 will be asked to
approvethat reallocation.

In 1997, the synod endorsed arec-
ommendation from theBOT which
presented aDenominational Minis-
triesPlan, put together asaresult of
two extensive listening tours
throughout the denomination. The
intent wasto give someclarity about
the CRC’s identity and purpose.
After working for several years
with the goals and strategies that
were part of the plan, magjor por-
tionsof it have beenrewritten. This
expanded and revised version is
being presented to Synod 2002 for
endorsement. Itisfoundin Appen-
dix H of The Agenda, and covers
some 26 pages. It not only de-
scribes what the CRC is, but pre-
scribes what we should be. All
members of the Christian Re-
formed Church would to well to
take the timeto carefully read this
identity statement.

June, 2002




Agencies

Inanarticlesuch asthis, itisimpos-
sihletogointo detail about thework
of thevariousagencies of the CRC.
Each of these agenciesreport their
activities, their concerns and their
successes. If you would take the
time to read through these reports,
you would be amazed at what the
Lordisaccomplishing through this
relatively small denomination
known asthe CRC. Thereisrea
son for tremendous gratitude and
praiseto God for what Heisdoing
through this small group of
churches.

I nterchurch Relations
Committee

But let me call your attention to a
coupl e of recommendationscoming
from the Interchurch Relations
Committee. One of them is this:
“The synod authorize the IRC to
apply for membership in the World
Alliance of Reformed Churches
(WARC), (Agenda 2002, p. 245).
This alliance is one of the oldest
ecumenical organizations, having
been formed in London in 1875.
Today its membership consists of
over two hundred churcheslocated
in more than one hundred coun-
tries, with a total membership of
approximately eighty million Re-
formed believers. Thoughthereis
reason for caution in joining this
dliance, sincethereare somemem-
ber churches who interpret Scrip-
turein amanner incompatiblewith
the CRC'sprinciplesand practices,
yet as the report of the IRC says,
“membership in WARC offersthe
CRC a rich opportunity for Re-
formed ecumenical witness and
work” (Agenda 2002, p. 263).

The other report of the IRC that

will elicit somediscussion pertains
to clarifying the official doctrine of
the Roman Catholic Church con-
cerningtheMass. Thisreportisthe
outgrowth of two overtures pre-
sented to the 1998 Synod concern-
ing question and answer 80 of the
Heidelberg Catechism. In a 20
page report, found in Appendix D
of The Agenda, (page 274ff), the
committee analyzed the statement
found in g. & a. 80 of the Heidel-

Thereisreason for
caution in joining
this alliance, since
there are some
member churches
who interpret
Scripturein a
manner
incompatible with
the CRC’s principles
and practices.

berg Catechism asit relatesto cur-
rent Roman Catholic theology and
practice. Asaresult of their study,
thelRC isrecommendingto Synod
2002 that this entire report be sub-
mitted to “the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops and the
Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishopsrequesting their agreement
that the report gives an accurate
presentation of official Roman
Catholic teaching regarding the
sacrament of the Eucharist”
(Agenda 2002, p. 294). Before
any changes are suggested in the
Heidelberg Catechism, that much
surely has to be done, and synod
would do well to give careful and
prayerful considerationtothisreport.

Study Committee

Synod 2002 will be confronted with
just onestudy committeereport this
year, a 38 page report (including
appendices) from the committeeto
givedirectionsabout and for Pasto-
ral Care For Homosexual Mem-
bers. Thisreport isaresult of a
mandate given to them by Synod
1996 to study the above mentioned
subject “in a manner consistent
with the decisions of Synod 1973”
(Agenda 2002, p. 313).

This committee met with avariety
of persons with same-sex attrac-
tionsand reviewed asurvey sent to
CRC pastors as to the ways in
which the guidelines of the 1973
report were being carried out inthe
churches. Their conclusion was
that many congregations appeared
to havelittleknowledge of the 1973
report, and thus the guidelines for
dealing with persons of same-sex
attraction werenot being followed.
So the preliminary report of this
committee, which was presented to
Synod 1999, was made availableto
the churches for study and re-
sponse. Now Synod 2002 isreceiv-
ing their final report.

It is obvious, as the committee re-
ports, that there “is considerable
diversity of opinion and feeling
within the denomination about indi-
viduals with same-sex attractions
and ministry to them” (Agenda
2002, p. 315). The committee’'s
hope is that “the contents of the
report that follows....will assist our
churchesin ministering more effec-
tively in the name of Christ”
(Agenda 2002, p. 316).

Overtures

There are 13 overtures going to
Synod 2002, two of which ask synod
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to revisethe decision of Synod 2000
not to permit women ministersto
serve as synodical deputies; one
callsfor arevision of Belgic Con-
fession Article 34, specifically that
sentence that says “we detest the
errors of the Anabaptists’; and two
have to do with our present minis-
try-share system, asking for some
revison.

Finally, one Confession-Revision-
Gravamenisonthisyear'sagenda,
appealing to synod to consider re-
placing the phrase “He descended
into hell” with “He descended to
the realm of the dead” in the
Apostles’ Creed and the Heidelberg
Catechism. Since this gravamen
wasreected by the classisinwhich
the church presenting it islocated,
the appeal isnow being presented to
Synod 2002.

Being adelegateto synod involves
avery significant responsibility, and
surely onethat requiresthe prayer-
ful support of theentirechurch. As
the delegates themselves prepare
for Synod 2002 and the matters on
theagenda, may al of usbemuchin
prayer for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit so that the will of our Heav-
enly Father may be done through
the part of His Kingdom known as
the Christian Reformed Church.

Rev. Harlan Vanden Einde
recently retired from active
ministry after serving the
Borculo Christian Reformed
Church for thirteen years.

Observations on
Synod 2002

Rev. Richard Blauw

Anannual rite of spring, like seeing
thefirst robininyour back yard, is
having the UPS driver deliver the
Agendasfor Synod. Atfirst glance
it appearsto beafairly light agenda
There are the reports from the
agenciesand committeesall calling
attention to various noteworthy or
sometimes less than noteworthy
projects with which they are in-
volved. Thereisthe usual politi-
cally correct rhetoric, yet thereare
also somesignificant trendsthat can
be seen in this year’s agenda.

A Reformed Identity

Appendix H (p. 63) the Denomina-
tional MinistriesPlanfor Agencies
and I nstitutions of the CRC, hasan
extended discussion of our re-
formedidentity. Thereisananaly-
sis of three emphases in our de-
nomination. The first is the
doctrinalist (or confessional) em-
phasis which stresses the confes-
sions. Being “reformed” isdefined
by the historic reformed confes-
sions. The most well known sys-
tematic theologian of thispoditionis
Louis Berkhof.

The second emphasisisthat of the
Pietist. Here the stress is one’s
experience of the Christianlifeand
one’spersonal relationship to God.
The third emphasisis labeled the
transformationalist view. Herethe
emphasisison developing aworld

and lifeview and applying thisper-
spectiveto every aspect of culture.

Abraham Kuyper is quoted noting
“that the sovereign Lord Jesus
Christ lays claim to every square
inchin thewholedomain of human
existence.” The report concludes
that “these three emphases —
doctrinalist, pietist, and
transformationalist — have often
functioned asdistinct approachesin
the CRC”. All three of these need
to beintegrated in awell-balanced
Christian lifeand theology.

Thereportisasound analysisof the
CRC, athough a few more obser-
vations could have been made.
Thereisincreasing fragmentationin
the denomination and someof itis
along thefault lines of these mind-
sets. HomeMissions, for example,
and those who advocate praise
teams and contemporary worship
are usually of amore pietistic bent.
Among thetransformationalists, for
example, are those who think that
the denomination is obligated to
create a committee to address ev-
ery real or perceived social ill.

It is the first emphasis — the
doctrinalist —that now exercisesthe
least influencein the denomination.
In some quarters to appeal to the
confessions or the creeds is per-
ceived as being “exclusive’ or
“dogmatic” or “legalistic’. Some
churcheshave abolished programs
of catechical instruction for their
children and catechism preaching
is waning. There are some who
think the creeds and confessions

Thereisan analysis of three emphasesin our
denomination — the doctrinalist...the pietist...and
the transformationalist.

June, 2002
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are 16 century documents and
should bere-written every 10 or 20
yearsto keep up with the changing
times. Some of that mind set was
behind the “ Contemporary Testi-
mony”. Recent articles on doctri-
nal subjectsin the Banner (eg. on
Election or the Authority of Scrip-
ture) reflect either anignoring of the
confessions or adesire to redefine
them.

The problemisthat when one does
not emphasize the doctrines of
graceasembodiedin the Reformed
Confessions, itisvery difficult for
our children to understand what it
meansto be reformed and why we
aredifferent from other evangelical
protestant churches. This may be
one reason why we are losing our
childrenin significant numbers.

From NAPARC to WARC

Evidence of the diminished role of
the confessions in the life of the
church can be seenin the report of
theInterchurch Relations Commit-
tee (p. 238 ff). It appears that our
historic association with NAPARC
(North America Presbyterian and
Reformed Council) will be termi-
nated. One of the charges brought
against the CRC by the PCA
(Presbyterian Church in America)
isthat the CRC, inallowing the or-
dination of women, acted not only
contrary to Scripture, but also con-
trary to itsown confessional state-
ment, i.e. Art. XXX of the Belgic
Confession which deals with the
government of the church and its
offices. This article notes “that
everythingwill becarriedoninthe
church with good order and de-
cency, when faithful men are cho-
sen, according to the rule pre-
scribed by St. Paul in hisEpistleto
Timothy.” Obviously this article

would be an impediment to the or-
dination of women so the word
“men” was changed to “persons’.
The argument put forth was that
the word in the French version of
the creed was“ personages’ which
isgender neutral. Theword “per-
sonages’ is not gender neutral,
rather its gender is determined by
its context. Contextual references
to the Epistleto Timothy makethe
word in this context masculine so
the use of the phrase “faithful men”
is correct. This was part of the

If the CRC desiresto
drift toward the
mainstream of

American
Protestantism, there
Isa seriousrisk of
getting swept away
In some dangerous
theological currents.

PCA’stheological-historical argu-
ment. The counter arguments of
the CRC appear to be grammati-
cally and historically weak. It re-
flectsadiminished view of thesig-
nificance of the confessionsin the
life of the church.

If ecumenical relations with our
historic reformed friends and sister
denominationsareterminated, itis
abit difficult to confess the catho-
licity of the church. Wewouldfind
ourselves in an ecumenical no-
man’'s land. So the Interchurch
Relations Committee is recom-
mending that the CRC apply for
membership inthe World Alliance

of Reformed Churches. The re-
port rightly notes some significant
difficultiesin joining thisalliance.
“WARC’s confessional commit-
ment is not as clear and distinct as
the CRC’s.” The constitution of
WARC recognizes the Reformed
tradition asa“biblical, evangelica
and doctrinal ethos, rather than any
narrow and exclusive definition of
faith and order.” Such language
ought to make Synod extremely
nervous. J. Greshan Machen was
expelled from the Presbyterian
Church in the 20's because
Presbyterianismwasa* controlling
ethos’ and not a“doctrinal commit-
ment.” The Apostle Paul inhislet-
ter to Timothy identifiesthe church
as “the pillar and ground of the
truth” not the pillar and ground of
an “ethos’. Tepid commitment to
an “ethos’ has allowed outright
heresy in some denominations.
Even Roman Catholicism demands
commitment to the “ magisterium”
(the teaching authority) of the
church. Itisunlikely that member-
ship in WARC will enhance our
commitment to the confessionsin
thelife of the CRC.

This recommendation to join
WARC represents a shift away
fromidentifying with themore his-
torically conservative Reformed
and Presbyterian denominations
towards identification with the
more mainline protestant and theo-
logically liberal denominations. If
thistrend continues one might ex-
pect an overturein the not too dis-
tant future to join the National
Council of Churches (NCC). If,
however, the CRC desires to drift
toward the mainstream of Ameri-
can Protestantism, thereisaserious
risk of getting swept away in some
dangeroustheol ogical currents.
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Women’s Ordination

Perhaps no other issue hasbeen as
devastating and divisiveinthehis-
tory of the CRC as the issue of
women'’s ordination. In the past
decade we have lost numerous
churches, families and some 40-50
thousand members. Financial re-
ceipts are down and support for
denominational causes and agen-
ciesiseroding. Inaneffortto settle
the troubled denominational waters
Synod decided to postponedealing
with Church Order Art. 3until the
year 2005.

Such pastoral considerations and
concerns seem lost on Classes
Grand Rapids East and Lake Erie
which are overturing Synod to re-
visethedecision of Synod 2000 not
to permit women ministersto serve
as Synodical Deputies. The rhe-
torical overkill of the Grand Rapids
East overture is astounding. The
implicationisthat they area*“voice
for thevoiceless’, asif itisimpos-
siblefor mae delegatesto Synod to
represent the interests of the
women of the church.

It may come as a surprise to some
that there are some intelligent and
educated women in our denomina-
tion who think that women’s ordi-
nation is “contrary to the clear
teaching of scripture”. Itishighly
unlikely that their viewswill berep-
resented on the Women’sAdvisory
Committee to Synod. Overtures
such asthese are not likely to pro-
mote the “ unity of the Spiritin the
bond of peace.”

CRC and RCA

Thereishowever, ancther overture
from Classis Grand Rapids East
that merits careful consideration

and that is the proposal to explore
“organic unity” (whatever that is)
with the RCA (Reformed Church
in America). The overturerightly
notes that the grounds for separa-
tionin 1857 (such assinging hymns
in public worship, having non-RCA
Christians at the Lord’s Table, not
enforcing weekly catechism
preaching and annua homevisiting)
are now characteristic or the com-
mon practice of the CRC as a de-
nomination.

The RCA isless bureaucratically

... we ought to
explorethe
possibility of merger
which would
formally
acknowledge what in
fact has taken place.

dominated and withitsregional syn-
odsismorerespectful of therights
of the local congregation. Itisin
many ways a kinder and gentler
denomination. Perhapswe ought to
explore the possibility of merger
whichwould formally acknowledge
what in fact has taken place. Op-
position to thiswould be most evi-
dent in the denominational bureau-
cracies and boards. It remains,
however, something worth consider-

ing.
Conclusion

Synod 2002 may be amore pivotal
synod than asuperficial scanning of
the agenda may first indicate. Ul-
timately its success will be mea-

sured not by denominational pundits
but by the Lord’s blessing. The
Roman Catholic theologian Hans
Kung onceohservedthat “ The Bible
isthe Book of the Church and that
the Church must continually strive
to become the Church of the
Book”. As Reformed Christians
we confessindeed that the Bibleis
the book of the church. The ques-
tion that synod must ask is, arewe
increasingly becoming the church
of the Book? May God grant His
wisdom and discernment to the del -
egates of Synod 2002.

Rev. Richard Blauw is the
pastor of the First Christian
Reformed Church of South
Holland, lllinois.

- Dr. Cornel Venema -
President of Mid-
America Reformed
Seminary

Reformed Fellowship has
made his books available
at a special price:

But for the
Grace of God
and

What We Believe
NOW ONLY

i $3.00 EACH
while supplies
..l. last
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Refor med Evangelism

“Election and the ‘Free Offer’ of the Gospel”
Part Four

In the history of the Reformed
churches, the distinction between a
universal and an effectud call of the
gospel is a commonplace. Even
though there are a few advocates
of astrong form of hyper-Calvin-
ism, which denies that the gospel
call should be preached to all sin-
ners, the elect and non-elect alike,
the mainstream of the Reformed
tradition has always affirmed the
legitimacy of an indiscriminate
preaching of the gospel to al sin-
nerswithout exception.

However, in the debate regarding
the nature of thisgospel-call, some
have advocated what | have called
a “soft” hyper-Calvinism. In this
view of the gospel-call, we should
not present the gospel promisetodll
sinnersin the same manner. Since
some of those to whom the gospel -
call is addressed are non-€lect, we
should not regard thecall, sofar as
itisaddressed to them, as express-
ing any good will or favor on the
part of God or those who speak in
Hisname. The gospel-call, wheniit
comes to those whom God has not
determined to save, does not ex-
pressany desire, whether on God's
or Hisambassadors' part, that they
should believein Jesus Christ, turn
from their sin and so be saved.

Inmy previousarticles, | sought to
show from the Scriptures that this
reserveregarding the gospel-call is

not fully biblical. Rather, thereis
biblical evidence for the teaching
that in some sense God desiresthe
salvation of al lost sinners, and that
those who represent Him in the
gospel ministry ought likewise to
seek earnestly the salvation of al to
whom they have opportunity to
bring the message of salvation. The
gospel comes to lost sinners as
good news: “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you shall be saved, you
and your household” (Acts17:31).
It does not summon people to be-
lieve that they are elect or non-
elect, but to put their trust in Christ
alone for salvation. The biblical
teaching regarding particul ar elec-
tion, however clear and compelling
it may be, does not negate the bib-
lical teaching regarding the propri-
ety of extending the gospel’s sum-
monsand promisetod| logt sinners.

However, thereare afew questions
that | have not addressed until this
point, which | wouldliketo consider
in this and a subsequent article.
These questions are: first, is the
gospel-call, asl haveinterpretedit,
the teaching of historic or classic
Calvinism?; second, istheideaof a
well-meant offer of the gospel con-
sistent with thebiblical teaching of
God'ssovereign and unconditional
e ection of somesinners, but not oth-
ers?; and third, what implications
does a proper view of the gospel-
call have for the subject of Re-

Cornelis P. Venema
formed evangelism?

Classic Calvinism?

Though the Reformed tradition is
known for itsaffirmation of God's
unconditional € ection of Hispeople
in Christ, there is some dispute
whether it a so affirmsthe teaching
of a free offer of the gospel. Is
there evidencethat the historic po-
sition of the Reformed churches
favorstheideathat the gospel -call
expresses some kind of good will
on the part of God toward all lost
sinners?

Thoughitisnot possibleto canvass
thewhol e of the Reformed tradition
to ascertain its position on the gos-
pel-call, wewill accomplish our pur-
pose by briefly considering two rep-
resentative sources: Calvin, whois
generally acknowledged to be the
leading theol ogian of thetradition;
and the Reformed confessions,
which express the churchly con-
sensus of thetradition. Admittedly,
thisisalimited basis for drawing
any genera conclusions about the
Reformed tradition. But it is suffi-
cienttoillustratewhat isthe historic
position of the Reformed churches,
especialy asit comesto expression
in one of its representative theolo-
giansand confessional symbols.

Calvin

Calvin’'steaching on the subject of
unconditional election is well
known. God hasfrom eternity pur-
posed to save His elect people, not
upon the basis of foreseen faith or
works but upon the basis of His
sovereign grace and good-pleasure.

I sthere evidence that the historic position of the Reformed churches favors the
idea that the gospel-call expresses some kind of good will on the part of God

toward all lost sinners?
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However, hisposition onthe subject
of the well-meant offer of the gos-
pe isnot aswell known, nor isit as
uniformly interpreted. Rather than
attempt to sort out all of thevarying
interpretations of Calvin'sview, |
will only citeafew examplesfrom
hiswritingsto show that he affirmed
some kind of free offer of the gos-
pel. Several of these examplesalso
show how Calvin interpreted the
textswe consideredin our previous
articles.

In his commentary on Romans
5:18, Calvin writes; “Paul makes
grace common to al men, not be-
causeit in fact extends to all, but
becauseitisofferedtoal. Although
Christ suffered for the sins of the
world, and is offered by the good-
nessof God without distinctiontoall
men, yet not all receiveHim” (em-
phasis mine)t. What isremarkable
about this comment is that Calvin
speaks of “the goodness of God,”
whichisexhibitedtoal meninthe
preaching of the gospel. He even
acknowledges akind of “common
grace” that extendsto all those to
whomthegospel isoffered. Though
many do not “receive’ Christ asHe
is offered in the gospel, this does
not removethefact that Heistruly
offeredto all towhomthegospel is
addressed. While Calvin elsewhere
in hiscommentary on Romans de-
claresthat “ God does not work ef-
fectually in al men,”2in his com-
ments on Romans 5:18 he affirms
God'sfavor or goodnesstoward all
to whom the gospel-call is ex-
tended. He also uses a variety of
terms in this commentary to de-
scribethe nature of the gospel -call:
the gospel “exhibits’ or “offers’
Christ, and thereby “invites’ sin-
ners to “receive” Him.® These
termsare stronger in meaning than

aview of the gospel-call asamere
“exhibition” or “presentation” of
Christ would allow. They suggest
that God through the gospel genu-
inely and gracioudly invitesall sin-
nersto believe.

Equally remarkable are Calvin's
comments on Matthew 23:37 (par.
Luke17:34; “O Jerusalem, Jerusa-
lem . .. How often | wanted to
gather your children together, the
way ahen gathers her chicksunder
her wings, and you were unwill-
ing”).Accordingto Calvin, Christ’s

Calvin’s position on
the subject of the
well-meant offer of
the gospel isnot as
well known, nor is it
as uniformly
interpreted

languagein thislament expressesa
“maternal kindness.” In a manner
of speaking, God “ baresHis breast
to us’ in the overtures of the gos-
pel .* Through the gospel God mani-
fests His “great goodness,” which
issimilar to amaternal tenderness
and kindness expressed toward
wayward children who prove un-
willingtorespondinkind. Indeed, it
isprecisely thetender-heartedness
of God’s lament in the Person of
His Son that renders human unbe-
lief in responseto thegospel sucha
“monstrous’ thing. For this rea-
son—the sinner’ s stubborn refusal
to respond appropriately to God's
kind overtures—a “dreadful ven-
geance awaits us as often as the
teaching of HisGospel isput before

us, unlesswe quietly hide ourselves
under His wings, in which He is
ready to take usup and shelter us.”®

In his lectures on Ezekiel, Calvin
expressly states that God an-
nouncesthrough the prophet (espe-
cially in Ezekiel 18:23,32) “His
wishthat all should besaved.”® This
is the general tenor of the whole
gospel when it is presented to lost
sinners—“all are promiscuously
called to salvation.”” Though we
are not to confuse this gospel-call
with God's “secret counsel”
whereby He has determined to
save the elect, we may not deny
that “God callsall equally to repen-
tance, and promises Himself pre-
pared to receive themif they only
seriously repent.”8 When it comes
to the presentation of the gospel to
lost sinners, therefore, we should
not curioudy inquireinto God's hid-
den purposes but rather look to the
Word in which the divine will “is
made plain to us and to our chil-
dren.”® While Calvin readily ac-
knowledges that this may suggest
tousakind of duplicity in God (He
decrees one thing, but expresses
Himsealf in another way through the
gospel), he nonethel essinsiststhat
God'spurposesare harmoniousand
consistent, however difficult, even
impossible, it may be for usto see
clearly how thisis so.

Thelast example of Calvin's affir-
mation of the well-meant offer of
the gospel comes from his treat-
ment of 2 Peter 3:9 (“TheLord ...
is patient toward you, not wishing
for any to perish but for all to come
torepentance”). This passage, like
othersin the Scriptures, presentsus
with adifficulty that is not easy to
resolve. How can God desire to
save sinnerswhom He has not pur-
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posed (in some cases) to save?
Calvin admitsthat thismight suggest
some kind of disparity between
God's secret and revealed will:
though God has secretly determined
to save the elect alone, He declares
in the gospel that He desires the
salvation of all. The only solution
opento usisto acknowledgethatin
Hisrevealed will “ God stretches out
His hand to al alike,” even though
secretly He has determined to save
one and not another.'° Nonethel ess,
thereisno ultimate disharmony be-
tween God's purpose of electionand
theuniversal call of the gospel, how-
ever difficult this harmony may be
for usto comprehend. Indeed, if we
attempt to discover in what sense
God desires or willsthe salvation of
al, we will be seeking to know
something God has not chosen to
reveal to us.

Confessions

Themost important evidencefor the
historic position of the Reformed
churches on the gospel-call is, of
course, thetestimony of the confes-
sions. These have officia standing
asasummary of the church’sunder-
standing of the Word of God. Even
though it may betoo much to insist
that the Reformed confessions re-
quire a strong affirmation of the
well-meant offer, thisview seemsto
comport best with the language
used in the confessions.

Themost direct and clear statement
of the nature of the gospel-call asit
is addressed to all lost sinners is
found in the Canons of Dort. The
Canons of Dort were formulated as
a Reformed or Calvinist answer to
thefive“opinions’ of the Arminian
or Remonstrant party in the Dutch
Reformed church of the early seven-
teenth century. In their “opinions,”

the Arminians claimed that the
teaching of unconditional election
undermined the universal and indis-
criminate preaching of the gospel to
al sinners. In particular, theteaching
of unconditional election deprived
the gospel invitation or offer of its
seriousness and sincerity.!

In their response to the Arminians,
the Canons of Dort address the sub-
ject of the well-meant offer in two
places. In the Second Main Point of
Doctrine, which dealswith Christ's
death and human redemption, the
Canons affirm that the death of
Christ “isof infinitevalueand worth,

Calvin insists that
God's purposes are
harmonious and
consistent, however
difficult, even
impossible, it may be
for usto seeclearly
how thisis so.

more than sufficient to atonefor the
sins of theworld” (Art. 3). Though
Christ’s death was designed to pro-
videredemption for the elect alone,
the gospel must be preached to all
lost sinners. According to the Can-
ons, “it isthe promise of the gospel
that whoever believesin Christ cru-
cified shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. Thispromise, together with
the command to repent and believe,
ought to be announced and declared
without differentiation or discrimina-
tion to al nations and people, to
whom God in his good pleasure
sends the gospel” (Art. 5).

However, it is in the Third and
Fourth Main Points of Doctrinethat
the Canons most expressly speak of
the gospel offer. In Article 8, we
read that “ all who are called through
the gospel are called seriously. For
seriously and most genuinely God
makes known in His Word what is
pleasing to Him (gratum est): that
thosewho are called should cometo
Him. Seriously He also promises
rest for their soulsand eternal lifeto
al who come to Him and believe’
(emphasis mine). The language of
thisArticle, whichisclosely but not
exactly patterned after the language
of the Arminians’ “opinion” on the
gospel-call, clearly expresses the
idea that God declares through the
gospel what He finds desirable and
pleasing, namely, that lost sinners
cometo Himinfaith. Without in any
way compromising their affirmation
of the electing purpose of God, the
Canons simultaneously affirm the
genuinenessand sincerity of thegos
pel-call.

Though the Westminster Standards
are not as explicit or direct in their
affirmation of the well-meant offer
of the gospel, they do use language
that implies this teaching. Chapter
Ten of the Westminster Confession
of Faith, which summarizes the
Scriptural teaching of “effectual
calling,” speaks of those who are
effectually called being “enabled to
answer thiscall, and to embracethe
grace offered and conveyed in it”
(WCF X.I1). Now it might be argued
that this language only describes
what is offered to the elect, who
aone are effectually called through
thegospel. Inthisview, graceisonly
offered through the gospel to the
elect. Butitismoreplausiblethat this
language describesthe nature of the
gospel call itself, which becomes
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effectual unto salvation when the
Holy Spirit grants faith and repen-
tanceto the elect. Thefaith granted
to the elect is, in other words, a be-
lieving response to a gracious sum-
mons and offer. The matter ismore
clear, however, in the language of
the Westminster Larger and Shorter
Catechisms. The Westminster
Larger Catechism, for example,
speaks of the non-elect as those
“who, for their wilful neglect and
contempt of the grace offered to
them, being justly left intheir unbe-
lief, do never truly come to Jesus
Christ” (Q & A 68). Likewise, the
Westminster Shorter Catechism af -
firms that Jesus Christ is “freely
offeredto usinthe gospel” (Q & A
31).

Thelikeliest reading of these confes-
siona statementsisonethat affirms
the teaching of awell-meant gospel
offer. The gospel-call, which is ex-
tendedindiscriminately toall lost sin-
ners, freely offers Christ and invites
its recipients to believe in Him for
salvation. The gospel summonssin-
cerely revealswhat God finds pleas-
ing and desirable. Failureto respond
infaith and repentance, accordingly,
aggravates the guilt of those who
refuse what God invitesthem to re-
ceive. Following Calvin'slead, the
Reformed confessionsinsist upona
free and indiscriminate preaching of
thegospel to all lost sinners. Further-
more, through this preaching God
Himsdlf gracioudly offersand invites
sinners to respond in faith and re-
pentance.

Endnotes

!Calvin’s New Testament Commentar-
ies, (ed. David W. Torrance and Thomas
F. Torrance; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1963-74), vol. 8, pp. 117-18. Hereafter
cited as CNTC. | am indebted to my
colleague, Rev. J. Mark Beach, for call-

ing these passages to my attention.
2CNTC, val. 8, p. 27.

3CNTC,val. 8, p. 27.

4CNTC,val. 3, p. 68.

SCNTC,vol. 3,p. 68

6 Calvin’s Commentaries (Edinburgh:
Calvin Translation Society, 1843-55),
vol. 12, p. 266. Hereafter citedasCOTC.
"COTC, voal. 12, p. 266.

8COTC,val. 12, p. 247.

°COTC, val. 12, p. 267.

CNTC, vol. 12, p. 364.

1 The Arminian opinion declared the
following: “Whomever God callsto sal-
vation, hecallsseriously, that is, witha
sincere and compl etely unhypocritical
intention and will to save; nor do we
assent to the opinion of thosewho hold
that God calls certain ones externally

whom Hedoesnot will tocall internally,
that is, astruly converted, even before
the grace of calling has been rejected”
(as cited in Crisis in the Reformed
Churches: Essays in Commemoration
of the Synod of Dort (1618-'19), ed. P.
Y. De Jong [Grand Rapids. Reformed
Fellowship, Inc., 1968], Appendix H, pp.
226-27).

Dr. Cornelis P. Venema
serves as president of Mid-
America Reformed Seminary
in Dyer, Indianawhere heal so
teaches doctrinal studies.

God's People, My Parish

Jesusin My Heart

| had never met the man before. All
| had was hisname: Dennis. Having
moved into my new church just a
short time before, my eldershad told
me about thismember of the congre-
gation who was confined to a care
facility some distance away.

Hewasnot that old, or so | wastold.
Hewas only in or around his mid-
forties, but he was suffering from
A.L.S. Experts refer to this as
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis;
most people simply call it “Lou
Gehrig's disease.” The eldersrec-
ommended that | visit him sometime.
So, | now found myself walking

down the hallway toward hisroom,
not knowing who or what to expect.

This care facility had that institu-
tional look toit, aswell asthe barely
sanitized smell that so many of these
sortsof “homes” have. Therewere
drab green walls, ahighly polished
floor, and an odor inwhichyou could
detect both human waste and chlo-
rine bleach doing battle. Thiswas
clearly not the kind of place where
therich and famous cameto live out
their final yearson earth; rather, this
was where those came who could
afford no better.

| stood there for a moment watching him, debat-
ing whether or not | should leave and never come
back.
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| approached Dennis' door and en-
tered hisroom. It wasdreary and
bare, with no pictures on the wall,
no knick-knackson the dresser, and
not evenachairtositin. Therewas
nothing at all to personalize this
room—nothing at all that would in-
dicate that it was someone's
“home.” Theonly furniture was a
simple three-drawer, wooden
dresser and a cold chrome institu-
tionalized bed. Onthat hard bed lay
but a shell of aman.

Dennis’ hair was matted and un-
combed; hisbeard wastousled and
unkempt. His shirt had the rem-
nants of at least several days
worth of meals spattered acrossits
front...but these were all second-
ary. What first and foremost
grabbed my attention was Dennis
arms and legs. The disease had
attacked these parts of his body
first, causing the musclesto degen-
erate and constrict. This, in turn,
caused hisextremitiesto be pulled
intightly to his body, like a spider
caught in thefirst hard frost of the
autumn—thekind you haveto blow
onto seeif they are dive.

| did not have to blow on thisman.
| could easily see that he was still
alivebecause of hiseyes. Thedis-
ease had struck this part of him
next. They weretheeyesof ablind
man—ever staring but never see-
ing. They moved aimlessly, spas-
modically, back and forth, up and
down. He had not heard me enter,
and so | stood there for a moment
watching him, debating whether or
not | should leave and never come
back. Hewould never know. What
difference would it make?

A fresh stream of spittle ran down
from the corner of his mouth and
onto hisbeard, following thedried

up course of othersbeforeit. | de-
cidedto at least say hisname; if he
did not respond, | could always go
back and tell the elders| had tried.

“Dennis,” | whispered.

Immediately, he turned his head
and stared at me with those big
sightlesseyes. Obviously, thedis-
ease had not affected his hearing.

“Yeshh,” hedurred. ALSwasnow
attacking this part of hisbody.

| introduced mysdlf asthe new min-
ister of his church, and | watched

He also told me of
his disease, which
was slowly
overtaking him more
and more each day,
and which he knew
would someday take
his life.

ashisright arm, withitshand pulled
tightly inward, tried to move out to
me in order to greet me. | put my
hand on his, and instantly, hisface
brokeinto amile-wide smile. The
disease had obvioudly not yet found
these muscles, asthissmile became
thetrademark of my meetingswith
Dennis. Hewasajoy to visit, and
| found myself going back there

regularly.

Over the course of my time with
him, hetold meabout hislife. Inhis
halting speech, he told me of his
children who were now grown but
livedtoo far away tovisit. Hetold
me of awife whom he had loved

much, but who had | eft one day and
never returned. Hetold me of ajob
that he had performed ably and
well, but the money fromit had run
out years before. Healsotold me
of this disease, which was slowly
overtaking him moreand moreeach
day, and which he knew would
someday take hislife. Dennistold
me alot of things, many of them
meaningless, and now |’ ve forgot-
ten them. One day, however, he
told me something that | will never
forget.

During one of my visits, | greeted
him asusual. Assoon as he heard
my voice, he responded in hisfa-
miliar way: with his trademark
Texas-widesmile. Sol asked him,
“Dennis, why do you smile so
much? How can you be so cheer-
ful when you have gonethrough all
of the things that you have?’

Without missing a beat or even
thinking it over, Dennisresponded
in hisslurred and crippled speech,
“Because... | ... have... Jesus...
in...my ... heart.”

And | cried.

Here was aman where every pitch
life threw at him was a curve ball.
Here was a man of whom society
would say had absolutely no quality
of life, aprime candidatefor eutha
nasia Herewasamanwho had no
apparent reasonfor living...and yet,
God had areason for keeping him
alive. God had great use yet for
him, even with his disease. God
gavequality to hislife, and that was
what was most important.

God used Dennisto minister tome,
the minister. He used Dennis to
challenge me and my view of life.
He used Dennis to cause me to
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Jerome Julien

grow closer to the Lord out of ap-
preciation for all that the Lord has
given to me. God, through the
Apostle Paul in | Thessalonians
5:16-18, commandsus, “Bejoyful
aways; pray continualy; give
thanksinall circumstances, for this
is God's will for you in Christ
Jesus.” Through Dennis, God
taught methefull meaning of these
verses. that if | have “Jesusin my
heart,” then | really have every-
thing | need. The next timel am
thrown that curve bal inlifeand |
am tempted to not be joyful, to not
pray, to not give thanks then | will
remember Dennis and smile, be-
cause |, too, have “Jesus in my
heart.”

Rev. Edward Marcusse is
the pastor of the Bethel
United Reformed Church in
Calgary, Alberta.

Engelsma, David S. Reformed
Education: the Christian School
as Demand of the Covenant. Re-
vised Edition. Grandville, MI: Re-
formed Free Publishing Associa-
tion, 2000. V. 101 pp $8.00, paper-
back.

Thetitle of this book may turn off
some readers, thinking it is for
teachers, or that it will take such an
outdated view of education that it
would not berelevant. First, itisfor
everyone: teachers (and they must
read it), parents who seek to be
faithful to their covenant responsi-
bilities or who wonder what the
purpose of Christian Education is,
students old enough to think and
discuss thistime - honored part of
covenant-life. Further, itisnot old-
fashioned in approach, itisareturn
totheteaching of Scripture. Thisis
sorely, needed in an age where
secularism has invaded even the
Christian Schools. Also, anyone
who knows Professor Engelsma’s
writings, knows they are always
relevant.

Originally given aslecturesfor the
benefit of teachersin the Protes-
tant Reformed Christian Schools,
and published in 1977, they have
been somewhat revised but not ex-
panded. The concluding bibliogra-
phy gives many suggestionsfor fur-
ther reading.

"I Book Reviews

Professor Engel sma begins by ex-
plaining the covenantal basis of
Christian Education. Theschool, he
states, arises from the demand of
God's Covenant. Perhaps home-
schoolerswill not likewhat he says
about that practice, however, his
concern about curriculumisavalid
one. Instead of closing the book at
that point they should read on.
They will certainly learn something!

His chapter on the place of the
Bibleand Confessionsin the school
isimportant. He stays far from the
Fundamentalism whichisrampant
in some schools called Christian.

Boldly he addresses Reformed Edu-
cation in relation to culture as he
writes about the dangeroustempta-
tion of world-flight and the nearly
unknown concept of the antithesis
in today’s church world.

The section on the place of the
teacher must be read again by
teacher and parent alike.

The final chapter on the goal of
Reformed Education is a gem in
many ways.

Not much has been published on
this particular approach to Re-
formed Education. May thislittle
volumefill the gap!

* k x %

Thisisnot old-fasnioned in approach, it
Isareturn to the teaching of Scripture.
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Alcock, Deborah. The Spanish
Brothers: a tale of the sixteenth
century. And W. Oak Rhind.
Hubert Ellerdale: A Tale of the
Days of Wycliffe. Neerlandia, AB
/ Pella, 1A 1 Romsey, Rants, UK:
Inheritance Publications, both 2001.
326pp. $12.90 US. $14.95CN 221
pp, $10.90 US, $12.90 CN, respec-
tively, paperback.

Both of these books for young
people and adultsarein The Refor-
mation Trail Series. The value of
these worksissimply that they lay
before the reader aspects of the
Reformation that we either do not

The information
comes so pleasantly
since it isin novel
form.

know or knew very little about.
Besides, theinformation comes so
pleasantly sinceit isin novel form.

Rhind’s book about the days of
Wycliffeintroducesusto fourteenth
century England and the early re-
forming movements, especidly that
of Wycliffe. With so much empha
sison Luther and his providential
place in the Reformation - and
rightly so - we forget the early
strugglestoward reformation. The
story isengaging and the disguised
history isenlightening.

Alcock’sbook isequaly valuablein
the light of what has already been
written. Yet, it hasanother value: it
informs us about the site and the
struggles of God'speoplein Spain
following the Reformation. Most of
us do not know about a Reforma-

tion Churchin Spain. We canimag-
inethat in aRoman Catholic coun-
try the price believers would pay
would behigh, but thisbook, though
the story isfiction, gives“an accu-
rate historical account of therise,
progress, and downfall of the Prot-
estant Churchin Spain.” Thefaith-
ful believerswhowould hold to the
truth of lifein Christ by gracewould
see death as heretics at the hand of
the Church, but Truth could not be
killed!

The story is about two brothers,
one brought up as a soldier, the
other asapriest. Their quest wasto
find what happened to their father.
It is a story which captures your
interest and imagination. Even
thoughthestory itself isold - thisis
arepublication - youwill learn alot
by reading it, and you will be re-
minded of God'’s strange and won-
derful ways. Highly recommended!

* % % %

Kuyper, Abraham. Particular
Grace: a Defense of God's Sover-
eignty in Salvation. Translated
from the Dutch by Marvin Kamps.
Grandville, MI: Reformed Free
Publishing Association, 2001. xx,
356 pp. $29.95 hardcover.

Most Reformed people know the
fame of Abraham Kuyper (1837-
1920), the great Dutch church
leader, preacher, statesman, and
prolific writer. Many of hisworks
remain locked in the Dutch lan-
guage. Thisvolume, until recently,
was humbered with those. In 1879,
Kuyper began writing a series of
articlesfor thereligiousweekly De
Heraut (The Herald) under the
heading “Dat De Genade
Particulier 1s.” These articles,
which continued until June 1880,

were later published as a book. It
took one hundred twenty years to
get themin English. Marvin Kamps
has performed a great service for
English - speaking Calvinists. His
preface givesawonderful introduc-
tiontothevolume. Also, hehasin-
cluded a short appendix which ex-
plainsKuyper’sdistinction between
grace and “gratie.”

Thetext isdivided into four parts.
The first section is entitled “No
Christ for All.” It becomes very
apparent that in “thegood old days”
the problem of universal or genera
grace and a “Christ - for - all”

Marvin Kamps has
performed a great
service for English -
speaking Calvinists.

mentality wasrampant inthe Dutch
churches. Kuyper comes down
firmly for particular grace. He
spends much time on the passages
that are often used in opposition to
particular grace; | John 2:2, | Timo-
thy 2:4, and Il Peter 3:9. Then he
makes clear that man istotally de-
praved and unable to do anything
toward his salvation. As he con-
cludes this section he writes that
we believe and teach on the basis
of Scripture, “aparticular grace by
which Jesusdirectslife, blessesthe
Word, opensthe ear and bendsthe
will, but and everything isdependent
upon this- asinstrument, so that he
remains the One who doesiit, and
the one to Whom, therefore, is all
the glory!” (p. 98).

The second section, “ Tested by the
Result”, begins by pointing out
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“One cannot earnestly proceed
with general gracewithout destroy-
ing theway of Salvation” (p. 103).
In this section Kuyper takes the
reader through the history of re-
demptionin order tolay out theway
of salvation. Then theauthor shows
us the Messiah as the Son of Man
and the Eternal Word and he makes
it very clear: “particular graceis
taught by Jesus in the clearest
terms’ (p. 165).

The third section is entitled “The
Unfathomable Mercies’ and fo-
cuses on God’s great love for His
own and how Jesus endured God's
wrath “ against the sin of thewhole
humanrace” (p. 208). In one chap-
ter Kuyper addresses the “flow”
and the “to whom” of preaching.

The fourth section considers the
texts and the conceptsin Scripture
which all too often are used to at-
tempt to disprove particular grace.

Allinall, theseforty short chapters
- none is longer than ten pages,
most are shorter - should help clear
our mindsagain so that wereturnto
aBiblical view of grace. Thisisas
sorely needed today as it was in
Kuyper’'sday. Will thereader agree
with every idea Kuyper writes?
Probably not. Only God'sWordisto
be agreed with in toto. However,
Kuyper is attempting here to open
up for his readers the wonderful
truth of Scripture.

A word must be said about the ap-
pearance of thevolume. Itisclearly
printed on nice stock. The binding
ishandsome.

Take it up and read it, and your
heart will be blessed.

* % % %

Van Rijswijk, Cor. Abraham’s
Sacrifice (The Word Of the King
Series). Neerlandia, AS/ Pdlla, |A
/ Romsey, Hants, UK; Inheritance
Publications, 2001. 43pp. $7.90
U.S., $8.93 CN. hardcover.

This little book telling the famous
Biblical story of Abraham taking
I saac up the mountainisbeautifully
illustrated in black and white by
Rino Visser. It iswell written and
even a child who has learned to
read can read it to himself. How-
ever, parental involvement would
make the story even more memo-

Thereisso little
material on the Old
Testament from the

Reformed per spective
in English. These
volumes will

certainly have a

place.

rable. Like many of the children’s
booksfrom Inheritance, thisoneis
highly recommended.

* % % %

Hoeksema, Homer C. Unfold-
ing Covenant History; An Expo-
sition of the Old Testament. Vol-
ume 1 - From Creation to the
Flood. Volume 2 - From the
Flood to Isaac. Series editor;
Mark H. Hoeksema. Grandville,
MI: Reformed Free Publishing As-
sociation. 2000,2001. xxxviii, 327
pp.; xvi. 3l pp. $27.95 each, hard-
cover.

Thesevolumeshave been available
for many yearsin adifferent for-

mat: mimeographed and spiral-
bound. Most students and readers
were unaware of their existence.
Some have had themintheir librar-
ies, however, and they cantestify to
the value of these books. Now
many more, through this new and
attractive publication, can benefit
fromtheir insights.

Homer C. Hoeksema, an ordained
minister in the Protestant Reformed
Churches, began preparing these
books in 1959 when he became a
professor in hischurch’s seminary.
He held the post of professor until
his death in 1989. He was able to
work through the period of the Old
Testament judges in these syllabi
for his classes. Professor David
Engel sma, Hoeksema’ s successor,
will complete the series, the Lord
willing. The plan isto cover al of
the Old Testament historical mate-
rial. The editor expresses the pur-
pose of these volumes in these
Words: “ Theincrease of thefaith of
the people of God ... becomes the
purpose of this work. When,
through afuller and clearer under-
standing of the scriptures, faith is
enriched, truly the ultimate end of
the glory of Our covenant God is
achieved.” (p xvi, V. 1). Professor
Hoeksema s son, Mark, hasdonea
very commendablejob of editing his
father’s work.

Volume One contains a new intro-
duction - onefor thewhole series-
by the editor. He dealswith the na-
tureand reality of history, theview
of the Covenant underlying the ap-
proach of these volumes, and the
divisionsof Old Testament history.

Themeat of thefirst volume covers
some 1650 yearsof biblical history.
A lion’s share of the pages covers
the subject of creation and the Fall.
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It understandably beginswith God
(where else can we begin?) and
then moves on to the work of His
hands. Much spaceis given to the
activitiesof thefirst week in history.
Biblical exposition and theological
discussion are wedded together in
an admirableway. Thelast third of
the book takes the reader from the
yearsof Cainand Abel through the
catastrophic flood in the days of
Noah which demonstrated God's
judgment on sin, and Hisgrace and
covenant friendship to Noah. Sev-
erd helpful diagramsappear which
aidin understanding the chronology
of these events.

Volume Two takes the reader from
the days following the receding of
the watersto the blessing of Jacob
by Isaac. The Biblical teaching of
the sword-power of the state re-
ceiveslengthy treatment. The cov-
enant with Noah, Nimrod, Babel,
Shem’s generations, the place of
Abraham, the place of Isaac, the
conflict of Jacob and Esau, and
Isaac’s blessing of Esau are all in-
cluded. Infact, thisvolume covers
thematerial in Genesisfrom chap-
ter 8:20 through chapter 28.

Congratulations go to RFPA for
making this series available to a
broader readership. Thereissolittle
meaterial onthe Old Testament from
the Reformed perspective in En-
glish. Thesevolumeswill certainly
have a place. Has the author said
everything on thesetexts? No. Will
everyone agree? Probably not.
However, hiswritingswill provoke
discussion and further study. How
soon beforethe next volumewill be

Hoeksema. Herman. Behold,
He Cometh! An Exposition of the
Book of Revelation. Second Edi-
tion with addition of Scripture and
subject indexes. Grandville, MI:
Reformed Free Publishing Associa-
tion, 2000. xvii, 772 pp., $32.00.
hardcover.

When this book first appeared in
1969 Dr. William Hendriksen, re-
nowned amillennial expositor of the
Book of Revelation and minister in
the Christian Reformed Church
wrotein areview that appeared in

A student of the Book
of Revelation can
hardly do better than
this!

The Banner: “ The treatment of the
text isdefinitely Reformed in char-
acter in that it always ascribes all
theglory to God and traces hisway
in history... | warmly recommend
the book.”

With itsrepublication, the text has
not changed. It is the same book
we have been using through the
last thirty-three years. What makes
it different - and more usable - is
the addition of forty-four pages of
indices: Scripture and subjects.

First, for those not acquainted with
this fine volume, here is a bit of
background. Rev. Hoeksema
preached through the Book of Rev-
elation twice in his ministry, once
soon after World War | and the sec-
ond time during World War 11, the
latter timeto very large crowds of
hearers. The series of messagesin

thisvolume - fifty-threein number
- thoroughly expoundsthe comfort-
ing truth in this last book of the
Bible, At onetime, these appeared
asarticlesin The Standard Bearer.
The approach to the Bible text is
clearly amillennial. A student of the
Book of Revelation can hardly do
better than this!

The new feature of the book - new
inthisedition, istheindex. Thisisa
very fineand valuable addition, one
that will be of great help to anyone
who studiesthislast book of Scrip-
ture. Actualy, therearetwo indices,
oneof Scripturetextsreferredtoin
the exposition, and one listing the
many subjects discussed. Such a
large and complete volume is not
useful without this kind of index.
Numerology is central in the sym-
bolismfound in Revelation. Thein-
dex shows clearly where there are
discussions of the numbersused by
inspiration. Other very important
imagery used, and the continual
references to the Old Testament,
arelisted intheindices.

If you have an interest in studying
this comforting and timely book
(and every believer should), by all
means get a copy of it. It's more
than worth thetrip to the bookstore!
Thewords of Hendriksen still ring
fromthisreviewer: “| warmly rec-
ommend the book.”

Rev. Jerome Julien is the
Stated Clerk of the United
Reformed Churchesin North
America

ready? Readers eagerly await that
day.
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Sound Bites

Torch and Trumpet 1963

January 1963

“A true Church is the only
Church which Christ uses and He
aloneisthe hope of mankind.”

Keeping the Church a Church

Alexander C. De Jong

“The greatest need of thehour is
not to bring more men and women
into the churches but to deepen the
spiritud lifeof thosewho do belong,
to prune church rolls of the dead
branches and, through a church-
wide proclamation of the unadulter-
ated and undiluted gospel of divine
grace, not only to bring new lifeinto
spiritually dead churches but also
by means of faithful discipline to
prune and purify them.”

Evangelism in Depth Program

Henry J. Kuiper

February 1963

“We need every text in Scrip-
ture, and every chapter, and we
need them all together in the won-
derful unity which makesthe sixty-
six books of Scripture the Word
(singular!) of God. Andweneedto
let that one, wholeWord speak inits
every part.”

The Sum...Is Truth
Nicholas B. Knoppers

“Calvininsisted that areligious
organization purporting to be a
Church submit itself to Scriptural
testing before church union propos-
als be broached.”

* % kx % %

“...we must be ecumenically
concerned or wewill becomeirrel-

evant in our own times.”
Evangelical
Ecumenical Movements
John H. Bratt

“Only when weresist the temp-
tation to display theological erudi-
tion and striveto administer God's
Word canwe clearly understand the
language of the Catechism which
echoes in human voice the very
Word of God.”

Preaching the Catechism
Alexander C. De Jong

March 1963

“Thereisno placefor meinthe
world except the place which
Christ has given for me by the Fa-
ther in answer to His prayer.”

Church and World
John H. Piersma

April 1963

“...what you understand the
Bibletobewill determinetoalarge
extent your approach to and inter-
pretation of it.”

When the Bible Curses
Elco H. Oostendorp

“...attemptsat church union are,
asarule, put forth in an atmosphere
created by latitudinarianism, that is
to say, in that climate which is ad-
verse to doctrine. We are passing
through a period of indifference
towards truth and doctrine today
and it should surprise no one that
just at thistime ‘everybody’ clam-
orsfor church union. Liberalism
and indifference towards doctrine

must make for church union, for
outward church union. Liberalism
can never conceive of ajudtification

for separate denominations.”
Are Separate Church
Denominations Justifiable
Nicholas J. Monsma

May - June 1963

“Reformed theol ogy isbased, not
on ecclesiastical tradition, nor on
human reason, nor yet on religious
experience, but solely onthe objec-
tive Word of God.”

Is the Glory Departing?
R. B. Kuiper

July - August 1963

“The common complaint isthat
ministers do not havetimeto make
sermons. That isquite an anomaly.
Imagine aphysician saying that he
wastoo busy to practicemedicine.”

Ministers, Counselors,
and Quacks
Christian Huissen

“...adoctrineisuselessif it does
not become the springboard to ef-
fective action.”

Pragmatic Christianity
Nick R. Van Til

September 1963

“Too many of usto all practica
intents and purposes regard their
denomination asthetotality of the
Christian church. In exercising
‘the communion of the saints' we
restrict oursel vesto the members of
‘our church.””

* % * % %

“Thetruth isto be done as well
as believed, believed as well as
done.”

* % * % %

“The church which today dispar-

ages Christian doctrinewill tomor-

(continued on page 24)
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Reformed Fellowship, Inc.

2930 Chicago Drive, SW

Grandville, M1 49418-1176

(616) 532-8510

Bible Sudy Materials
($4.00 each plus *$2.00 postage)

Nelson Klosterman
Walking About Zion,
Singing of Christ’'s Church in the Psalms
Gospel Power Magnified through
Human Weakness
(Il Corinthians)
The Law of the Lord as Our Delight
(Deuteronomy)
Pilgrims Among Pagans
(I Peter)

John Piersma
Daniel

Henry Vander Kam
Sermon on the Mount
Ephesians

| & Il Thessalonians

| Timothy

| Peter

| John

Parables

Acts (Chapters 1-13)
Acts (Chapters 14-28)

CatechismMaterials
Learning to Know the Lord
by P. Y. De Jong ($1.50 plus *$ 2.00
postage)
First Book of Christian Doctrine
by Hylkema & Tuuk ($2.50 plus *$2.00
postage)
A Beginning Course in Christian Doctrine
by P. Y. De Jong & John R. Sittema
($2.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

Other Materials

CornelisP. Venema

But for the Grace of God

An Exposition of the Canons of Dort
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

What We Believe

An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

John R. Sittema

With a Shepherd’s Heart

Reclaiming the Pastoral Office of the Elder
($10.00 plus *$3.00 postage)

IDenomlnatlonai Affiligtion

Reformed Fellowship, Inc.

Amos Norman Shepherd
Women in the Service of Christ
Mark Vander Hart ($2.00 plus *$1.00 postage)
Genesis1- 11
($8. 00 plus*$2.00 postage)
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row have no gospel to declare.”
A Satanic Assault
on the Christian Religion
R. B. Kuiper

November 1963

“’That whosoever believeth on
Him should not perish but haveeter-
nal life' isnot the condition of salva
tion but the assurance of it.”

Are Election and
Evangelism Compatible?
Allan Dykstra

December 1963

“...the church ought to be a har-
monious symphony of tributeto God
and His Christ. | don’t hear that
kind of music when everyone may
play his part according to adifferent
score.”

| Am the Fourth Minister...
Lambertus Mulder




