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TheChrigtian: God'sDdight

Easter, 2002

Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your punishment; He has turned back your enemy. The Lord, the King
of Israel, iswith you; never again will you fear any harm. On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “ Do not
fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The Lord your God is with you, He is mighty to save. He will
take great delight in you, He will quiet you with his love, He will rejoice over you with singing.

The other day | received acopy of a
published prayer. The prayer of the
young writer reflected atremendous
struggle with God. Hisview of God
wasthat he needed Him. Hehad to
please and satisfy God because God
demands holiness, yet he knew he
could not attain that holiness.

Heprayedthat Godwould givehima
good night’srest so hecould fed re-
freshedinthemorningtotry againto
dowhat God wanted from him. The

prayer waswritteninamost thought-
ful and respectful way. From the
prayer itself one would surely con-
sider it to have been written by a

godly person.

What should bethetest by whichwe
gaugeour view of God asChrigtians?
When we read Scripture, weneed to
ask oursalvesif theGodwhoreveds
Himsdlf in it agreeswith the picture
we have of Him? Personal upbring-
ing, preaching and teaching may dl

Zephaniah 3:14-17

explain our persond impressonsand
fedings about who wethink Godis.
Thequestionis, however, whether or
not our understanding of Godisbased
on God sWord itself?

Thechurch background of thisyoung
manwhoseletter | read might helpto
explainthespiritual pain he suffered
ashewrote hisprayer. Hisperception
of God'sdemandsand hisowninabil-
ity tolive up to thosedemandsdrove
himto such agtate of depressionthat
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he saw no other way out thanto end
hisown life. The man ssimply could
not handle the burden any longer.

The causes of thiskind of problem
may turn out to bemorecomplex than
wefirgt think. This prayer was such
anurgent call for help, that | believe
we, as churches, should pay careful
attention to the matter of how we
present God to our covenant people.
Do welet Scripture speak in acare-
ful and balanced manner or do we
singleout theologica emphasesthat
reflect a certain bias within church
tradition? Asapreacher | amthefirst
to admit how exceedingly difficult
thistask is. But wemust striveto be
biblica andbalancedindl thethings
we preach and teach.

There should be no doubt that the
weight of God’'sglory has been wa-
tered down in modern times. In
much preaching and teaching today
God is somebody who will not and
cannot hurt us. On the opposite side
thereisthe emphasis on the deprav-
ity of maninhisfalenandin hisre-
newed state. In that case, man is
nothing but aworm even if he can
confess with humility and joy, ac-
cordingto Romans8:1, “ Therefore,
there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus.”

The prophet Zephaniah reminds us
that the church is God's prized pos-
session. Thisisall the moretruein
light of the future redemption of
which Zephaniah speaks that has
madeits appearanceinto our world,
namely through Chrigt’shirth, death
and resurrection. God has come to
dwell with sinners so that He might
restore fellowship with them. In
JesusChrigt, Godisnow truly withus
(Zephaniah 3:15,17). The ancient
prophet givesusthepictureof God as

Onewho greatly delightsHimself in
His people. This picture of paternal
affection from God is far removed
from the perspective that God istill
caling usto give an account of our-
sdlves at the close of each day aswe
come to Him with fear and sorrow
because we realize how deeply we
have disappointed God.

Don’t misunderstand me. Sorrow for
sinought to haveameaningful place
intheChristian’slife. What isimpor-

Dowelet
Scripture
speak in a
careful and
balanced
manner?

tant for a healthy spiritua develop-
ment, however, is that our people
know that God, through Chrigt, has
accepted them as His full sons and
daughters (Q/A 1, Heidelberg Cat-
echism). Let Scripture be our guide
asit shows usthe real God who de-
lightsHimsalf inHispeople.

Test what view of God you have
whenyoulook at God'sinvolvement
on Good Friday whenHelet Hisown
Son die? How deep do we look into
theheart of God'spurelovewhenwe
see Jesus hang on that cross crying
out: “My God, my God, why haveyou
forsaken Me?’

This knowledge should determine
how we preach and teach about sin
and judgment to come. Thisloveex-
pressed by Christ’s suffering in our
place should teach usthat we are the

prized object of God'slove. When
we consider that Christ rosefromthe
grave, His open tomb should fill us
with absolute wonder and joy and
continuousamazement at how much
we areloved by God!

Theseverenatureof sinanditsstub-
born resistancein thelife of therec-
onciled sinner and saint may not and
should not beignored asthough this
is something of the past. No, like
‘Chrigtian’ in John Bunyan's
Pilgrim's Progress, we as God's
people are on along journey. Our
pathisfilled with potholesand oppor-
tunitiesto waver.

The church is engaged in spiritua
battle on theway to glory. We must
recognize that something has dra-
matically changed. We are speaking
about when Christ was born in the
flesh, suffered and died to atone for
the sins of the church, and rose in
victory on Easter. (I John 4:7-12).
Chrigt haslaid thefoundationfor the
promiseto cometruefor al of God's
children when He says*“| will bring
you home” (Zephaniah 3:20).

If you struggle with sinin your life
and despair of thelack of sanctifica
tion, takeyour eyesaway fromyour-
sdf andlook to Christ. SeeHimwho
lovesyou and dwayswill. Histrium-
phant love dways comesbefore our
inadequacy. By God's grace, you
areGod'sddightful childinwhomHe
greetly rejoices.

Rev. Fritz Harms is the
pastor of the Champlain
Valley URC in New Haven,
Vermont.
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Johan Harman Bavinck

(1895-1964)

The Legacy of aMissionary, Professor and Author

| have often been asked, “Why did
you decideto goto the Philippines
asamissionary, leaving behind your
relatives, your friends, your congre-
gation?’ Obedience to the Great
Commissions was the key factor.
But thelovefor missionsingtilled by
professor Dr. J.H. Bavinck, whilel
wasastudent at the Free University
in Amsterdam, also contributed to
the acceptance of the call tothefor-
eignmissionfield.

Bavinck wasawonderful, inspiring
professor with abroad range of in-
terests. His lectures were pro-
found, waysintdlectualy simulat-
ing and spiritually enriching. They
left an unforgettableimpression on
hisstudents. Hisgreat impact isbest
measured by the great stream of
studentswho pursued their doctoral
studies under hisguidance.

Hewasamissionary “who thought
itimportant to confront theworld of
Eastern religious thought with the
message of Christ.” Hisinspiring
exampleleft apowerful impression.
A Brazilian, who was studying with
Bavinck when the professor had
already become extremely fatigued
and worn out, testified, “Hedoesn’t
have to say much; just to see him
onceinawhileisfor meafount of
inspiration.” | can identify withthis
sentiment.

Bavinck was a unique man, who
spokefromthe heart and by hislife
and deeds. Nowonder that shortly
after he began to teach at the Free
University, he attracted many stu-
dents from the United States and
Canada. Hewasalsoaprolificand
gifted author, one of those rare
learned scholars who could write
with childlikesimplicity for specific
groups of people.

All hiswritings show his intimate
devotional knowledge of Scripture.
He read the Bible as the book of
the daily meeting with God and
man. His fertile mind was always
busy. From 1923 onward therewas
scarcely ayear without the publica-
tion of one or more books or ar-
ticles. Many of them were devoted
to missions; others were Biblical
studies and meditations.

Bavinck’s Background

Johan Herman Bavinck, the sec-
ond son of Grietje Bouwes and
Coenraad Bernard Bavinck (1866-
1941), a pastor in the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands
(GKN), was born in Rotterdam in
1895. Jan Bavinck, hisgrandfather,
had been a leading pastor in the
Secession church. Jan's eldest son,
Herman, became a professor of
dogmatics. Coenraad, a deeply
spiritual man, wasalso atheologian

at heart, and an authority on the
works of Augustine. However, he
|eft thewriting of theological works
to his elder brother.

J.H. Bavinck grew up in an atmo-
sphereof mild piety, blended witha
lively interest intheology. In 1912
heenrolled asastudent of theology
at the Free University. Inaddition
to histheological and philosophical
interests, he also developed afas-
cination for psychology.

Inthistime period he became criti-
cally ill and had serious surgery.
This experience deeply impacted
hisspiritual life. Bavinck wasaman
of great faith whichwascontinualy
fed by the Bible and hisclosewalk
with God. Hissermons, hiswritings
about religionand missions, and his
published Bible studiestestify to his
deep and warm spirituality.

Bavink felt overwhelmed by the
awesome greatness of God. He
said that the Almighty God always
takes the initiative in His dealing
with people. Salvationis, therefore,
“fundamentally a mystery of
grace.” We can only speak when
the living God speaksto usand in
Jesus Christ answers us.

After completion of hiswork at the
Free University, Bavinck went for
further studiesto Germany. In 1919
he received the doctor of philoso-
phy degree from the University of
Erlangen. His thesis was on the
mysticism of themedieval Heinrich
Suso. Throughout hislife Bavinck

Bavinck wasawonderful, ingpiring professor with
a broad range of interests.
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was intensely engaged in showing
how the powerful Gospel of Jesus
Christ opposes the alluring forces
of mysticism.

During his student years he joined
the Netherlands Student Christian
Movement. Through his involve-
ment Bavinck showed hisdesireto
present the Gospd totheintelligen-
tsiaboth during and after the First
World War.

Bavinck was a transparent Chris-
tian; aharmonious and humbleman
who used his many talentsin the
service of hisLord. He neither
aspired nor attempted to becomea
denominational leader. He was
more at home in his study, on the
pulpit andinthelecturehal thanin
a crowd. He was a good listener
and genuinely interested in people.
| cantestify toit. When | sat for an
examin hisbook-lined study in his
home, he put me at ease and asked
guestions about my background.

Bavinck was adverse to absolut-
ism, party forming and ecclesiasti-
cal strife. The outbreak of along-
smoldering conflict withinthe GKN
on matters of doctrine and church
order, which resulted in division of
the denomination and theformation
of the GKN (Liberated), deeply
hurt him.

Pastor and Missionary

In 1919 Bavinck accepted acall to
servethe Dutch-speaking churches
(GKN) in Indonesia. During his
brief stay in Medan hemarried Tine
Raobers. ( Shediedin 1953). After-
wards he went to Bandung, the
capital of the province of West
Java. Heworked chiefly among the
Dutch. But he opened their eyesfor
the needs of Indonesian and Chi-

nese societies. Bavinck gained the
attention of young Indonesiansand
Chinese. Every Sunday many of
them cameto hear him preach. His
contacts with the Indonesian and
Chinese world while serving a
“Dutch congregation” prepared him
for the missionary service which
wouldfollow.

In 1926 Bavinck returned to the
Netherlands and became affiliated
with the GKN church in
Heemstede. His remarkable per-
sonality and unique style of preach-

J.H. Bavinck
grew up in an
atmosphere of
mild piety,
blended with a
lively interest in
theology.

ing caught the attention of people
outside hisown congregation. Dur-
ing his Heemstede period he also
concentrated on studying psychol-
ogy. His book Inleiding in de
Zielkunde (“Introduction to Psy-
chology”) was a marked achieve-
ment for that time. In the foreword
he cited the words of Augustine
that are so typical of his own ap-
proach: “I desireto know God and
the soul” To those words he added,
“For onewho hasfaithinGodin his
heart, in thisworld few things are
more beautiful thanto beallowed to
penetrate into the depth of the
soul.”

In 1929 Bavinck became a mis-
sionary in Solo, atown of central
Java, the very heart of Javanese

culture. He was put in charge of
the youth work. He wrote small
book describing it , Youth Work in
Middle Java. It describesthe great
variety of work done among young
people. He saw as his crucial task,
through vital contact withtheBible,
to bring young people to Jesus
Christ.

Bavinck said that the Biblecallsus
to conversion, to surrender. It in-
vites us to be reconciled to God
through the blood of the cross. In
The Impact of Christianity on the
Non-Christian World Bavinck
states that “Conversion is not a
psychological, but atheologicd phe-
nomenon; every effort to describe
it will prove unsuccessful because
thehand of theLordisinit, and we
are not authorized to scrutinize
God's own work.”

According to Bavink, the Apostles
Creed lacked onearticle, namely, “|
believe in conversion”. What he
meant was perfectly clear. Many
don’'t seemto believein conversion.
But there is no other way to God
than through the Gospel of the cru-
cified and risen Savior. It calls
people from the East and the West
to repentance and conversion.

Whilein Solo he strengthened his
contactswith Javanese mystics. He
waswell qudified in both personal -
ity and education to penetrate the
mysterious and subtle world of
Javanese mysticism. Bavink had a
raregift of fully understanding other
people’s spiritual experiences, so
much so that he was sometimes
nicknamed “the white Javanese.”

His understanding of Eastern
thought did not lead Bavink to any
form of syncretism. Hewas are-

April, 2002
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spectful missionary, but still amis-
sionary who confronted the world
of Eagtern religiousthought withthe
claimsof Christ.

Jogjakarta

In 1933 Bavinck was called to
teach at thetheological collegein
Jogjakarta, central Java. In prepa-
ration for his teaching position he
went back to the Netherlands to
study at the Leiden University.
During that time he completed his
famous book Christus en de
Mystiek van het Oosten (Christ
and Eastern Mysticism). Although
it went through only one editionand
was never revised, it is his most
important publication.

In this book Bavinck shows an ap-
preciation for the attraction of mys-
ticism asfew othershave. Hewas
once said, “I was born with an
Eastern soul.” But he also dispels
the delusion of mystical specula-
tions, using the results of his
father’'s studies in Augustine to
clearly explain the difference be-
tween Eastern mysticism and
Christianity. He notes that the cut-
ting difference between Eastern
religions and Christianity isin the
two opposing views of salvation.
“Salvation in the Gospel isnever a
psychological process, butitisfirst
and foremost aprofound changein
therelationship of God and man, it
isreconciliation, justification.”

In 1935 Bavinck went to
Jogjarkartatojoin hiscolleaguesin
training pastors for the Javanese
and Chinese congregations. In
Jogjarkarta he was able to pursue
hisstudies, especially inthefield of
Oriental mysticism. At the same
timehewasableto help hisstudents

relate to the Gospel which they
were going to preach to their own

people.

In those years Bavinck wrote a
number of works on Biblical sub-
jects- | refer especially to the fine
book Mensen Rondom Jesus
(People Around Jesus). He
teamed up with Dr. F.L. Bakker to
write Geschiedenisder  Godsopert-
baring (History of Divine Revela-
tion). Bavinck did the New Testa-
ment section. The book was trans-

He once said that
the Apostles’ Creed
lacksonearticle,
namely, “| believe
In conversion.”

lated into both Javanese and Indo-
nesian. Because it provides new
and unexpected perspectivesonthe
sacred Scriptures, it speaks to the
simple“dessa’ (village) Chrigtians,
but also to Western theologians. In-
donesian pastors, teachers and
evangeliststill useit today.

Pr of essor

When the Reformed Churches in
the Netherlands (GKN) decided to
establish a chair of missiology at
Kampen, Bavinck wastheir logical
choice. He accepted the call and
returned to the Netherlands at the
eve of World War 1I. At the same
time he was appointed professor
extraordinaire of missiology at the
Free University.

He began his teaching career at

these two institutions toward the
end of 1939 by delivering animpos-
ing inaugural lecture entitled
“Christusprediking in de Volker-
enwereld” (“Proclaiming Christ to
the Nations”). Init Bavinck shows
how the apostles already struggled
with the question of how to bring
the truth of Christ in such a way
that the Gospel becomes under-
standable for those who are not
acquainted with its language. He
also stated that the key to missions
isto preach Christ to people who
do not know Him, whoisthe Light
of our light, and the Life of our life.
The crossis central to the Gospel
proclamation. Bavinck observed,
“It isremarkable that many Chris-
tiansfromthe East cametorealize
theterror of sinwhen they saw the
cross.”

Why Missions?

In joyful and humble obedienceto
her Lord’s Great Commission, the
Church goesinto all the world to
preach the Gospel. But the Great
Commission can only be under-
stood from the perspective of John
3:16. God doesnot want to build His
Church only in Europe and
America, but thewholeworld must
know the message of reconciliation
through Jesus Christ, God's Son.
Missionsisstriving towin peopleto
Christ, butitisalso astrugglewith
cultures which bear the traces of
other religions.

Since Christians long to see the
coming of theKingdom of God, they
cannot let society remain in the
devil’scontrol. The Gospdl isfor all
of life. Christians may not disobey
thecall of theKingdominthesocial
and the economic life of their time.
In other words, the Church of
Christisawaysbusy, always seek-

6
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ing, dwaysstruggling. Shestandsin
history as the seeker of the King-
dom. Missionsisnot anoption. Itis
our God given duty to do missions,
topray forit, togiveitaplaceinour
heart. Hence, we must show inter-
est in it becauseit concerns God's
work and because we, as members
of theChurch of Chrig, areinvolved
init.

In hislectures Bavinck repeatedly
stated that missionaries need to
haveaproper academictraining. In
fact, amissionary needs more edu-
cation than apastor at home. Forin-
stance, one blunder made by amis-
sionary may effect the whole mis-
sionary situationinaparticular field
for yearsto come. But he also said
that the best missionaries are ordi-
nary Christians, who -in word and
deed - confront a nation with the
message of Christ.

World War 11

After the Netherlands was caught
up in World War I, academic
teaching wasstill possible only for
afew years; ultimately all universi-
tiesand collegeswereclosed. The
connection with the Dutch East
Indies were cut off. The war be-
cameatime of great tension for the
family Bavinck. Three children
wereactively engagedinal kindsof
underground activities. Bavinck
himself gave spiritual guidancein
variousways, among themthewrit-
ing of books and pamphlets on a
popular level, preparing the church
for the resumption of her missionary
task after the ceasing of hostilities.

After thewar hetaught for awhile
- once every two weeks - at the
Theological School of the Free
Reformed Churchesin Apeldoorn.

In the fall of 1947 he lectured at
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, on
“The Impact of Christianity onthe
Non-Christian World”. In 1949 he
wrote Religious besef en
christelyk geloof (Religious Con-
sciousness and Christian Faith),
amasterful study on Romans1in
which he showed that God in His
genera revelationisat work inthe
world, but that at the same time
peoplereplace God'srevelation by
images of their own making.

God does not want to
build His Church
only in Europe and
America, but the
whole world must
know the message of
reconciliation
through Jesus Christ.

In 1953-54 hewas guest lecturer at
the Theological School at
Potchefstroom, South Africa. Con-
sidering his pioneering work in
missiology, it isno wonder that he
has been called one of the greatest
buildersof thistill young “ science.”

Conclusion

A summary of Bavinck’sapproach
is his great work Inleiding in de
zendingswetenshap, published in
1954, which has been translated
into English as An Introduction to
the Science of Missions. It will
continue to be used as atext in
Evangelical Seminaries and Bible
Collegesfor itsexposition of Bibli-

cally based mission principles. In
1955 he gave up his position in
Kampen and became full time pro-
fessor of missiology and practical
theology at Free University.

Although aseriouskidney ailment
sapped hisstrength for along time,
Bavinck kept working until thevery
end of hislife. His second wife, F.
van der Vegt, whom he married in
1956, wasawonderful support dur-
ing thisvery difficult time. Thekid-
ney problem clouded his spirit.
When hewas coherent, hetestified
of thelovewhich drivesout all fear
of death. On June 23, 1964, the
Lord welcomed into His eternal
home his faithful servant Johan
Herman Bavinck.

Rev. Johan D. Tangelder is
a retired minister in the
Christian Reformed Church
who residesin East Strathroy,
Ontario.
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Dave Vander M eer

AEEN STENKE
Let’s Get Ready To Rumble!!!

Fight the good fight of the faith. | Timothy 6:12

“Let’s get ready to rumble” is a
common phrase used today when
sportsteams are going to square off
in some contest. A rumblewas aso
once areference to afight between
two gangs. Even though in our cul-
turethisphraseisn’t aspopular asit
used to be, most of us have heard it
and understand its meeting. Two
combatantsare about to go at it. For
some, just thethought of a“fight” in
an emotionally charged atmosphere
wherethis phraseisused is enough
to make the hair stand up on the
back of your neck.

But doyourealizethat

weshouldjust “all get along”. While
the Bible does not advocate that we
shouldkill dl who do not follow God,
weare still engaged in abattle Itis
adifferent kind of battle. Today’s
fight for the most part is not with
swords or guns. Our weapon isthe
gospel of Jesus Christ.

What welearn from the New Testa-
ment isthat followers of Christ will
livein Heaven glorifying God and
therest will be sent to hell being eter-
nally tormented for their sins. That's
no fluffy book.

We have to realize that we are at
war. A war that does have a physi-
cal sdetoit, butit aso hasaspiritual
side. You need to be ready and
equipped for that fight. That’s why
Paul told Timothy to fight the good
fight of faith. Faith is something to
strugglefor, but itsagood struggle.
All fights are not bad. You arein a
war for Christ but you cannot win
thisbattle yourself.

YouneedtoredlizethatitisChrist’s
work on the cross that empowers
you for thisbattle. Heisthe onewho
calls you to be His
soldier. Heisthe one

Christians are in a
battle each day? I'm
not just talking about

For Further Study

) who sends the Holy

Spirit into your heart
to strengthen you for

some Christiansonthe
other side of theworld
being terrorized by
some warring group.
Each and every day
we are in spiritual
battlewith theevil one
and hisfollowers. We
are embattled within
ourselves with the
temptations that
would have us turn
away from God and
seek our own glory
and pleasure. And we
are embattled with the
world which wantsus
to change so that we
will fitintoitsmold.

Let's be honest, the
Bible is not a nice
fluffy book stating that

Let uslook at the Bible to help us prepare for the battle.

Read Ephesians 6:12

What isthe nature of thisbattle?
Read John 14:6; 17:17-19

What is the battle over?

Read Matthew 6:24; 12:30; James 4:4
Can we be neutral in this battle?

Read Il Corinthians 10:3-7
Where does the power we fight with come from?
How must your mind be prepared to fight?

Read Ephesians 6:10-18

Whose armor do we use for battle?

Write down each piece of armor. Notice what other
words are related to that piece of armor. Is the piece of
armor offensive or defensive?

What isthe final command in this passage? Whom do
we need to win this battle?

PERSONAL: Are you equipped, ready, and willing, to
battle for God?

J

battle. When you are
inChristyouareasol-
dier for Him!

Mr. Dave Vander
Meer istheYouth
director of
Cornerstone United
Reformed Churchin
Hudsonville,
Michigan.
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Some Digtinctive Agpects of

RURAL EVANGELISM

Throughout the world men and
women work with the soil. Somedo
not produce enough food for their
own families. Thisistrueinareasin
which thereis not sufficient mois-
ture, or where there is not enough
warmth. Many livein poverty and
under the shadow of disease. Thisis
truein lands other than our own, but
itisalsotruetoacertain extentinour
country.

Somewho farm havelargefarmsto
work, whereas othersfind that their
farms are much too small so that
they arerequired to supplement their
income with work away from the
farm. The people who live in this
way are those in rural areas. And
many of them do not know Jesus as
their Savior. They must be reached
for Christ.

Thetask till facing the Churchisto
seeto it that those who know not the
Christ may come to know Him and
thesalvationthat isavailableinHim.

Rural Evangelism Has Its Own
Problems

Inthisarticlewe shall deal withthe
matter of bringing the gospel to
those who livein the rural areas of
our land. We shall discuss some of
the distinctive aspects of rural evan-
gelism. We must not think that evan-
gelismasitistobecarried outinthe
rural areasof our landismuch differ-
ent than city evangelism. It is not.
The principlesare the same. But the
application of the principlesismuch
different. We shall concentrate on
some of the differences which are

significantinthework of rural evan-
gelism. Aswe consider the distinc-
tive aspects of rural evangelismwe
shall consider the problemsthat are
faced by any church which would
takeup thiswork. We shall consider,
first, The Problems in the Church;
and secondly, The Problemsin the
Field.

Unrealized Opportunities
Those in the rural church who are

Theprinciplesare
thesame. But the
application of the
principlesismuch
different.

enthused about evangelismarelikely
to face the problem that many
people there do not recognize;
namely, that there is work to be
doneinrural districts. They will meet
with outstanding menin rural com-
munities who say that there is no
opportunity for evangelismin their
areas.

| recently read of ayoung man who
was called as acandidate to arural
church. He chose the rura field
because he felt that in it was to be
found good opportunity to reach
those unacquainted with salvationin
Christ. After he had gotten ac-
quainted with the people in his
church, he had a meeting with his

official board and suggested to the
members that a careful house-to-
house survey be made within five
miles of the church to discover any
unreached families. Members of the
board smiled indulgently at their
young pastor and informed him that
therewereno unreached familiesin
the area. Those members of the
board had lived in the surrounding
territory most of their livesand knew
all the people personally.

Theyoung pastor accepted theword
of the board members. However,
after two years had passed, he be-
gan to realize there were some
peoplein the surrounding areawith
whom he had gotten acquainted
through business contacts who did
not seem to have any church rela-
tionships. He succeeded in persuad-
ing his young people to make a
house-to-house canvass within a
five-milecircleof hischurch. After
the study had been made, he had the
names of forty-four families who
claimed no church connections. He
announced this at the next meeting
of the board. As he mentioned the
names one by one, aboard member
would say, “Oh, but | know that his
father always attended church,” or
“Why, hisgrandmother belonged to
the Bethel Lutheran Church,” and so
on. They did not think there was
work to be done, when there was
plenty of it. Thisisaproblemthat will
face many who wish to undertake
the work of rura evangelism.

Lack of Enthusiasm

Another problem which must be
faced is the lack of enthusiasm on
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the part of many members of the
church. They may be outstanding
members of the congregation in
certain respects, they may be good
leadersin other things, but they can-
not be interested in the task of
evangdism. Thisisno doubt truein
city churchestoo.

Probably the only churches in
which you will find that thisis not
the case are those which contain
only first generation Christians.
They have just newly experienced
the redeeming grace of God. They
haverecently comefromalifeof sin
and arefilled withthejoy of salva
tion. They realize very keenly the
need of others. But in most
churches, and surely in most rural
churches, which generally have a
long history, itisinevitablethat one
must meet the problem of alack of
enthusiasm. This must be made a
matter of prayer. The need of the
people ought to beclearly presented
tothosewho arelackingin evange-
listic zeal. They ought to be re-
minded of the tragic end of these
peopleif they do not cometo know
Christ. And their responsibility to
shed light in thisworld must espe-
cially be pointed out.

Less Education in Rural
Churches

In the rural church in which the
pastor or evangelism committeeis
striving to inaugurate or advance a
program of evangelism thereisan-
other problem which must be met.
It isafact that in rural areas the
people do not have as much educa-
tion asmembers of an averagecity
congregation. Such people are
strongly inclined to think that they
are not qualified to do the work of
witnessing. They will hesitateto vol-

unteer for making contacts with
those who do not know the gospel
of salvationin Christ. These people
must be encouraged to do thiswork.
Oneway to do thisisto show them
that Christ chose disciples who
were not highly educated and used
them for His work.

Familiarity aHindrance

Inrura areasitisgenerally truethat
a man knows his neighbors much
better than the city-dweller does.

The minister cannot
do the work alone.
That has been one of
the most serious
mistakes that have
been made in the
past.

They have possibly lived next door
to each other for many years. They
may even have worked together.
Some are inclined to be hesitant
about speaking to their neighbors
about Christ just because they
know them sowell. Itistruethat this
will bedifficult if they have not spo-
ken to their neighbor about such
things before.

Still, every advantage istheirs, just
because they know their neighbor
sowell. They areinthebest position
to determine the proper timeto ap-
proach their neighbor and what ap-
proach will be the most effective.
The advantage that such a person
has ought to be made clear to him,
and he should be given encourage-
ment to make use this advantage.

Hisobligation should bemadeclear
too.

Layworkers Needed

Many other obstacles will surely
be faced in the endeavor to enlist
the aid of members of the church
inthe program of evangelism. But
their aidisindispensable. Themin-
ister cannot do the work alone.
That has been one of the most se-
rious mistakes that have been
made in the past. There are still
many in the church who believe
that when they have a minister
they arepaying himto dotheir wit-
nessing for them, But lay workers
are anecessity. Someone has said
that you cannot win a war with
only the graduates of the military
academy. That isvery evident, But
thousandsof ordinary fighting men
are also needed. In the church of
Christthisistruetoo. Theministers
cannotdoit al. If thetask isleft to
them, it surely will never be com-
pleted. They should guidethe pro-
gram. They should lend their lead-
ership and support. But laymen are
needed. Of thisboth city and rural
churches must be convinced.

The Lack of Opportune Time

Thereisanother problemwhichis
facedintherural churchingetting
the work of evangelism done.
Thosewho are unchurched or who
are neglecting their church mem-
bership altogether must be con-
tacted. Calls have to be made.
Members of the church will be
needed to make most of these
calls. Inthe city church there are
usually several memberswho are
availableinthesummer time. They
can go out just before and just af -
ter supper and make these con-
tacts. They have jobs which give
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themthisfreetime. Andthisispos-
sibly the best timeto make contacts
in the city. The summer is surely
much better than acold winter day.
And, the evening of theday ispos-
sibly the best, too, becausethen the
wholefamily islikely to beat home,
Thisisaproblemin rural evange-
lism. For thefarmersare not avail-
able at that time of the year, nor at
that time of the day. Many of them
work from sun-up to sun-down,
And the people on whom they
would call are also busy at such
times, Possibly the month of August
is best, because then the farmer is
not nearly so busy as otherwise.

Failure to Welcome Visitors

| have beenin city churches of our
denomination whose members
werenot very friendly. They did not
go out of their way to make avisi-
tor feel welcome. Yet asarule, |
imaginethe city churches will be
morefriendly, and will makevisitors
from the community feel more
welcome at the services than is
usually the case in arural church.
The members have a convenient
way of standinginacircleand talk-
ing to each other with the result that
avisitor sees only their backs and
hardly darestry to enter thecircle.

This is something that must be
eliminated. A fine practice is to
have awel coming committee greet
thevisitorsbeforethe service. Per-
hapsit would also bewell to havea
rotating committee of people who
makeit apoint to seek out thevisi-
tors after the service and make
them feel welcome. If they have
once been contacted and the con-
tacts resulted in attendance at the
worship service, everything ought
to be done to see that such people
are not discouraged by a lack of

receptivity onthe part of the mem-
bers of the church.

Past Neglect May Require
Explanation

Because of the failure of many a
church to begin the work of evan-
gelism as soon as the church was
established, there maybe another
problem which will have to be
faced. Thosewho are contacted by
the church will want to know why
the church has not been interested

It would be well to
have a rotating
committee of people
who make it a point
to seek out the
vigitors after the
service and make
them feel welcome.

inthem before. They havelivedin
the same place for several years.
The church was there all thetime,
and yet no one from the church
ever came before to talk to them
about their soul’swelfare. Thisis
something which must be faced.
Those who make the calls must
explain that the church hasfailedin
thisduty up to that time. They must
makeit clear that now, however, the
church is concerned about their
eternal destiny.

Rural Members of City
Churches

Churches which are located in a
city may have aresponsibility to-
ward the people living in the rural
area. Some of these churches have

several familiesliving in the coun-
try. If the work of evangelism is
practiced in such churches it will
likely belimited to the areaimme-
diately around the church. And thus
it will be confined to thecity alone,
while the rural areais neglected.
Such churches have a tremendous
task facing them. They should put
forth effort to reach the un-
churched in the rural areas sur-
rounding them.

Problemsin the Field

Today it is much more difficult to
persuade the unreached among us
that they should affiliatethemselves
with the local church thanitisto
take the Christian church with its
clamsinto anareawhereitisrela
tively unknown. Most of the
unreached peoplein Americatoday
have a general knowledge of the
work of the church. Many of them
haverelativesin the church. Others
have had parents that were mem-
bers of the church. Consequently
they are well acquainted with the
ethical standard of the Christian
church. Often they conduct them-
selves within the influence of this
standard.

Upon being contacted for the
church they will say that they are
just as good as the people who at-
tend church and consequently they
do not feel any particular need for,
or attraction to, the local church.
Someone has very pointedly de-
scribed such people asbeing inocu-
lated with Christianity, and conse-
guently immune against it. This
problem isfound in the rural area
andinthecity situation alike.

The Problem of Distance

There are problems in the field of
rural evangelism which cause spe-
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cial difficulty in pursuing thework
of evangelism. The people are not
found by thethousandsin acouple
of city blocks asin Harlem. They
are scattered. Many of the people
are guite isolated. Some of them
arelocated at considerable distance
fromthe church. They may usethis
fact asan excuse for not coming to
church. They say it istoo far for
themto come. This isvery clearly
an excuse, sincethey do not find it
too far to come and do business
during the week.

True, theisolation of the peoplein
the county doesmakeit alittlemore
difficult to make calls on the
unreached. But thisisnot aninsur-
mountable difficulty. They can be
contacted by mail from time to
time, if necessary. Their neighbors
can then make the calls. One will
not be able to make quite as many
calls, but they can and must be
made.

Sunday School and D.V.B.S.

The Daily Vacation Bible School
and the Sunday School are put to
good use by many city churches. In
this way unchurched parents are
contacted through the children and
frequently brought into the church.

The Sunday School cannot be used
quite so effectively inarural situa-
tion because, in some instances at
least, the children have to be
brought from quite a distance. If
they areto be picked up and brought
back after church there will
scarcely be enough timeto do that.
Daily Vacation Bible School isusu-

ally held soon after school is dis-
missed for the summer. But this
probably would not work out quite
so well in many rural areas, be-
causeitisjust at thistime that the
farmersarevery busy, and can use
the children at home. For that rea-
son Daily Vacation bible School
should probably be conductedinthe
rural areasjust before school begins
inthefall.

The Problem of Poverty

A real problem which isfaced in
therural evangelism programisthe
extreme poverty of some of the
familieswhich areto be contacted.
They live on small, poor farms.
They can barely eke out aliving.
Some of them cannot even do that.
They havedifficulty getting enough
money to buy their food and other
necessities of life.

Onefamily that | contacted told me
that they would cometo church as
soon as they could afford to buy
clothes that would be fit to wear
there. Thisis a problem. But with
the help of the diaconate of the
church it can be solved. Hereisa
wonderful way to use some of the
stagnant money in our benevolent
funds - awonderful way to show
the mercy of Christ to those who
arein need.

The extreme poverty of some of
the people resultsin another prob-
lem for the church which would do
thework of evangelismintherura
areas. Because some are not able
to make a living on their farms,
they are compelled to work in the

city in order to supplement their
income. The father tries to work
thefarm alittleand hold down afull-
timejobintown. Itisvery difficult
to find a time when you can visit
him. During the day he worksin
town, and at night when he gets
home agreat deal of work iswait-
ing for him. So he hasto work into
thenight aswell. In addition, some-
times the mother works too.

Itisextremely difficult totry to con-
tact such afamily for Christ. Butin
such a situation, the evangelistic
worker must adapt himself to the
situation, and look for the rare oc-
casionsinwhichtherearebregksin
such activity. Perhapsin such in-
stances it would be best to make
the calls on a Sunday afternoon.

Lack of Education

Ontherura field moreoftenthanin
the city, it will be noticed that the
subjects of evangelism arelacking
in formal education. The truth of
the gospel must be adapted to their
needs and to their ability to under-
stand it. But here the versatility of
the gospel isseenvery clearly. The
truth of God'sWord shouldbeputin
such a way that it can be under-
stood even by those who havevery
little education.

In presenting the necessity of faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ for salva-
tion one can explain the passages of
Scripturewhich are not so deep and
involved. We can turn to such pas-
sages as those which refer to the
wheat and the tares, the sheep and
thegoats. Thesethingswill probably

Onewill not be able to make quite as many calls, but they can

and must be made.
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be easily understood by those who
are working with fields and live-
stock.

Thisisby no meansaninsurmount-
able obstacle. In fact, those who
arelacking in education may often
be more easily reached with the
gospel than those who have had
considerable schooling.

Such people, however, may
present another problem. That is
the matter of their assimilation
into the church after they have
manifested an interest in the gos-
pel. Especially will thisbetrueif
the churchisacity church. Those
who arelacking in education may
feel out of place. They may feel
inferior, They are not as good as
the rest of the members, they
think. And thus, there isthe prob-
lem of making these peoplefeel at
home. I'm afraid that in the past
many churches have somewhat
failed along this line. The fact
that our church is known as a
middle class church does not
make this problem an easy one.

Shifting Farm Population

The work among rural peopleis
becoming increasingly difficult
because of another fact. The eco-
nomic situation, especially asit
effects the farmer, has a bearing
on this. Many people cannot af -
ford to own their own farm.
More and more farmers are rent-
ers. It is simply too expensive to
gointo farming ontheir own. The
result isthat thoseliving on farms
in such a situation do not stay in
the same place very long. There
are more and more renters, but
thereisless and less permanence.

This makes the work of evange-
l[ism more difficult becauseit of -
ten takes a great deal of time be-
fore a person is brought by the
Spirit of God to a saving knowl-
edge of Christ. Although thisis
true, the church must neverthe-
less minister to the spiritual needs
of these people, even though they
may beliving onacertain farmfor
only oneyear.

Thetruth of God's
Word should be put
in such a way that it

can be understood

even by those who
have very little
education.

Familiarity With the Faults of
Church-members

A problem which facesthe evange-
lizing church, no matter whereitis
found, isthat many of the members
themselves are a hindrance to this
work, because of the discrepancy
between their profession and their
conduct. But | believethat thisisan
even greater problem in the rural
situation than in the city because
the unchurched person in the coun-
try knowswhere his neighbor goes
to church, and he links the person
with that church. For that reason,
heislikely to be prejudiced against
the church. It must be pointed out to
that person, that those who arein
the church are not perfect, and do
not profess to be so. It should also
be stressed that individual believers
aredissatisfied with their own lives

because there is so much sin in
them.

Conclusion

These, then, are some of the prob-
lemswhich causerural evangelism
to bedistinctive. These are some of
the reasons why rural evangelism
cannot be carried out in exactly the
sameway inwhichitisdonein ur-
ban areas. These problems must be
looked upon as challengesto prove
the effectiveness of the gospel. Let
usremember that the Word of God
isquick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword. Let us
belikethe apostle Paid who saysin
Romans 1:16, “For | am not
ashamed of the gospel: for itisthe
power of God unto salvation.” In
theface of these problemslet usgo
to God in prayer and ask himto help
us solve these problems, and to so
guide us that we may find the sat-
isfactory answer in each case.

Rev. Jack L. Vander Laan
wrotethisarticlewhilehewas
the pastor of aCRC churchin
Leighton, lowa. He s
currently a chaplain in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida.
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Sound Bites

Torch and Trumpet 1961

January 1961

“ThewholeWord istruth— not
just its central message concerning
salvation, not merely acoreor ker-
nel wrapped inthe husks of histori-
cal formsthat have no meaning to-
day. Not onejot or onetittle of the
law shall fall totheground. For ‘the
scripture cannot be broken’.”

Will a Man Rob God?
Henry R. Van Til

“We firmly believe that Cat-
echism preaching keeps us bal-
anced in presenting the Gospel of
God'sfreegrace; assistsusin pro-
claiming thewhole counsel of God;
aidsusin building up our peoplein
the saving knowledge of God in
Christ Jesus; and helps usto com-
bat both old and modern heresies.”

Why Do Not All Our Ministers
Preach the Catechism?
Edward B. Pekelder

“Inorder rightly to resist begin-
nings of error it isnecessary for us
tolearnto know God'struth asfully
and faithfully as we can.”

“Qur lands have many beautiful
seminary buildings and campuses
wheretheteaching isnot sound. It
started with so-called ‘ peripheral’
matters and ate to the very heart.”

Pray for Jerusalem’'s Peace
Corneal Holtrop

February 1961
“The Bible does not speak to us

asit should unlessits very words
have found alodging place in our

hearts. Itsvoiceshould belikethat

of afamiliar friend.”
Sick to One Bible Translation
Henry J. Kuiper

“Unlesswe sharpen our witness,
knowing where we stand as
churches and where we are going
under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit in obedienceto the Word, we
shdl fail togivespiritua guidanceto
men within and outside of the
churches.”

If | Were a Missionary
Peter Y. De Jong

“God’'s works, all His works,
whether in nature or in the realm of
grace, always demand His words
— Hisinterpretation. Whenever
man ignoresor deniestheWord and
interpretation of God he goes
astray, creates misconceptions, and
lapsesinto paganism.”

* * k % %

“...aproper understanding of the
first three chapters of the Bible
(Genesis1-3) isabsolutdly essential
to the proper understanding and
evaluation of all the rest of the
Bible. If thesechaptersareignored
or misinterpreted the entire Bible
will — sooner or later — bemisun-
derstood.”

The Relation Between General
and Special Revelation
Nicholas J. Monsma

March 1961

“...when the Calvinist is com-
pletely certain that a matter is
taught in the Word of God, hetakes
that matter into his system, whether

it seemstofitinor not. For himthe

test of truth isnot human reason but
the Word of God.”

Complementary Truths and the

Reformed Faith

R. B. Kuiper

“Someof our present-day preach-
ing, under the guise of being ‘ practi-
ca,” seemsto bein danger of being
litttlemorethanmoralizing.”

Indifference Sagnation
Bankruptcy Apostasy
Christian Huissen

April 1961

“| feel that the secret of preach-
ing with power isto befoundinthe
extent to which the truth to be
preached has taken hold of the
preacher. It hasto live for him
before he can make it live for oth-
ers.”

“QOdious comparisons by pew-
piteersmakefor picayunish picking
at spiritual food instead of hearty
eating.”

“...thepreacherisbutalink —a
link between God and the congre-
gation, alink which servesits pur-
pose best by drawing least attention
toitself. If the people areto hear
God, andinhearing Himto see Him,
then they ought not to hear the
preacher.”

“1 yearn for more spiritual force
in my ministry. The holy joy that
comes of working not so much out
of duty only, but out of delight and
love — of this| want more.”

“l have found that the more
Christ means to me the more my
ministry becomes personalized and
‘pastoral’ asover against mechani-
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cal. The more Christ means, the

more His people mean, the more

His Word means, the more His

cross means; and through al this,

professionalism gives way to
humble wonder and love.”

My Greatest Problem as a

Minister —and How

| Seek to Solve It

Various Ministers &

Managing Editor

May - June 1961

“How shall we reevaluate the
concept of infallibility and not come
up withfalibility? Who canexplain
how anyone can tone down infalli-
bility and escapefdlibility?’

As We Grow Older
Cornea Holtrop

“Those who have sought to de-
fend the position of the possibility of
actual historical inaccuracies or
mi stakes have frequently assumed
that their opponents were pos-
sessed of an extremely narrow,
unduly literalistic view of ingpiration
andinfdlibility. Whilerightly repu-
diating such aview of infallibility,
those same people continued to
posit the possibility of actual histori-
cal error in mattersnot pertaining to
the Spirit’s purpose. But it was
here that an unjustified jump was
made. Thelegitimacy of that jump
has never been provedin any of the
discussions that have come to my
attention. No matter how much
emphasis one may lay on ‘letting
Scripture speak for itself,” the
possibility of actual historical er-
ror or contradiction does not flow
from a stress on the phenomena
of adivinely inspired Scripture,
produced under the impulse of a
sovereign God who controls all
things and makes them usablefor

His purpose of revelation.”
Reformed Old Testament
Scholarship Today
Marten H. Woudstra

“With all its superficialitiesand
shams, middle-class respectability
lookslikeacomfortableway of life.
Yet for true believersit cannot be
reconciled with gospel demands. It
produces not only stomach ulcersin
an effort to keep ahead of the bill
collectors but also heartachesin the
redizationthat God Stsinjudgment on
us.”

Sraws in the Wind?
Peter Y. De Jong

“Without being aware of it, we
are the recipients of a system of
training where the training aids
havedmost, if not entirely, replaced
thedirect handling of the Bible. We
are so preoccupied with sources
and aids about the Biblethat we as
a people suffer from a deplorable
lack of Scriptural knowledge.”

Says the Bible Is Not Duly
Honored in the Christian
Reformed Church

Arnold Jonker

September 1961

“Itisnever enough for achurch
to have a fine mission program,
well organized and efficiently ad-
ministered by competent and Spirit-
filled leaders. At heart every Chris-
tian, born again by the Spirit and liv-
ing by thefullnessof gracein Christ
Jesus, must be a missionary.”

Men Without Souls
Peter Y. De Jong

October 1961

“When oneignoresthe doctrine
of salvation by faith done unto jus-
tification and putsin its place the

doctrine of salvation by doing the

law, he has perverted the Gospel of

Jesus Christ in truly modernistic

fashion and has returned unto the

yoke of bondage from which Paul
says we have been redeemed.”

Faith Versus Works:

A False Antithesis

Henry R. Van Til

“From theviewpoint of the Cov-
enant, Reformed churches have
been impressed with thefact that it
pleases the Lord to continue His
Church in the way of succeeding
generations, as well as by acces-
sions‘fromwithout’.”

* k% % %

“...it has pleased God to place
our childreninthe particular office
of church member from their very
birth.”

Some Thoughts on Catechizing
Our Youth
John H. Piersma

December 1961

“...sins against fellow-men are
sins only because they are first of
al sinsagainst God.”

* k k % %

“Nosinmentioned orimpliedin
the second table can be defined
without due regard to the first
table.”

Distorted Prayers
Nicholas J. Monsma

“Is the Christian Reformed
Church asleeping giant? | think it
is more precise to say that itisin
imminent danger of becoming a
shorn Samson.”

I's the Christian Reformed
Church “ A SLEEPING
GIANT" ?

R. B. Kuiper
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Cornel Venema

Reformed Evangelism
“Election and the ‘Free Offer’ of the Gospel”

Inmy previousarticle, whichintro-
duced the subject of the so-called
“free offer” of the gospel, | noted
that Reformed believers have often
distinguished between the univer-
sal call of the gospel to all sinners
and the effectual call of the gos-
pel. Though all sinnersarecalledto
faith in Christ through the gospel,
only those who are effectualy
drawn by the Spirit respond appro-
priately to this call. Through the
Spirit working by means of the
Word of thegospel, God unfailingly
brings all His elect to salvation
through faithin Christ.

Despite the general consensus of
Reformed believersonthisdistinc-
tion between the universal and ef-
fectual call of the gospel, consider-
able differences exist regarding
the character of the universal gos-
pel-call. Threedistinct views of the
gospel-call have emerged within
the Reformed tradition. One view,
which | termed “ strong hyper-Cal-
vinism,” amountsto adenia of the
legitimacy of agospel-call that ex-
tends to all sinners alike. In the
strictest sense, thisview claimsthat
the call of the gospel addresses
only the elect. Since God does not
intend to save the non-elect, and
since they have no capacity to an-
swer thegospel cal, itisinappropri-
ate to summon them to faith and
repentance. Another view, which |
termed a“ mild hyper-Calvinism,”
affirms the legitimacy of the gos-
pel-cal toal sinners, eect and non-
elect alike, but rejectstheideathat
it promisesequally to al itsrecipi-
ents sal vation upon the condition of

Part Two

faithin Christ. Thisview maintains
that the call of the gospel merely
commandsall sinnersto believeand
to repent, but does not express any
goodwill or desireon God'spart that
all sinnersbe saved. Languagelike
the“free-offer of the gospel” or the
“well-meant gospel offer” must be

Doesthe Bible teach
that the gospel
should be preached
indiscriminately to
all?

strictly avoided, since it suggests
that the gospel-call manifestsafa-
vorable disposition on God's part
toward al sinners.!

In addition to these two views, a
third view, which | termed the
“classic” or “historic” view of the
Reformed tradition, claimsthat the
gospel not only summonsall sinners
tofaithin Christ but also expresses
a genuine desire or good-will on
God's part toward them. Thisview
of the gospel call maintains that,
though God has not decreed to save
al lost sinners, He nonetheless sin-
cerely callsall sinnersto salvation
through the gospel. The gospel ad-
dresses all sinners with the same
gospel summons and in the same
manner.

Now that we have considered these
different viewsof thegospel call in
ageneral way, thetime hascometo
take up the most important ques-
tionsrelating to the call of thegos-

pel.

The first and most important of
these questions, of course, hasto
do with the Scriptures’ teaching.
Does the Bible teach that the gos-
pel should be preached indiscrimi-
nately to all, and that in the call of
the gospel thereisexpressed adis-
position of lovingkindness or good-
will on God's part toward sinners?
This question will be the focus of
our attention in this article. Only
after we have attempted to answer
thisquestion will webeinaposition
to take up in a subsequent article
such subordinate questions as:
Which of the three views distin-
guished has the predominant sup-
port of the Reformed tradition? Is
the teaching of a“well-meant of-
fer” of the gospel not contradictory
and inconsistent with the teaching
of particular and sovereign elec-
tion? And lastly, so far as our par-
ticular interest goes, what signifi-
cance doesthis subject havefor the
work of evangelism and missions?

The Biblical Basis

Without attempting to be in any
way exhaustive, there are several
kindsof biblical passagesthat sup-
port the teaching of awell-meant
gospel offer.?

Passages expressing God’'s
desire to save the wicked

A number of biblical passages de-
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pict Godwishing or desiring that His
people, Israel, would fear Him and
keep His commandments. What
makesthese passages significant is
that they portray God desiring sal-
vation for all the children of Israel,
even though some among them
may persistently choose otherwise.
That isto say, they allow usto see
how God desires the salvation of
those whom He may not have sov-
ereignly determined to savein His
electing counsel.

In Deuteronomy 5:29, we read,
“Oh, that they had such aheart in
them, that they would fear Meand
keep all My commandments al-
ways, that it may bewell with them
and with their sonsforever!” This
passage, which expresses a gen-
eral desire on God's part for His
covenant people (including their
children), does not tell usthat itis
God'ssovereign intention to bring
to pass what He desires. In the
context of the history of God's
dedlingswith Hispeople, Israd, itis
readily apparent that many did not
fear Him or keep His command-
ments. And yet, God expresses
quiteemphatically Hisearnest wish
that it were otherwise, that the
children of Israel would be pleased
to walk in covenant faithfulness
before Him. Thoughit would not be
impossibleto arguethat thisdesire
only refers to God's will for His
elect children, such areading is
most unlikely and tends to insert
issuesinto the text that are not be-
ing addressed.

Inasimilar passage, Deuteronomy
32:29, language is used that ex-
presses in the strongest terms
God'sdesirethat His peoplewould
be wise and considerate of their fi-
na end: “Would that they [His
people, Israel] werewise, that they
understood this, that they would dis-
cern their future.” The Hebrew
conjunction used in this verse, lu,
oftenintroducesthe expression of a
strong desire or wish.® In this pas-
sage, then, we have an example of
God desiring something beneficial
for dl of Hispeople, though nothing
istold usthat would indicatethat it
isHis sovereign intention to effect
what He desires.

Other examples of these kinds of
passages are Psam 81:13 and
Isaiah 48:18. Psalm 81:13 portrays
God as One who wishes that His
people would listen to Him and
walk in His ways: “Oh, that My
people would listen to Me, that Is-
rael would walk in My ways!”
Isaiah 48:18 records the Lord's
wistful lament that His people have
not paid attention to His command-
mentsand, asaresult, aresuffering
the adverse consequences of their
failure to do so: “If only you had
paid attention to My command-
ments! Then your wellbeing would
have been like a river. And your
righteousnesslikethe waves of the
sea.” These passages, like those
cited from the book of Deuter-
onomy, undoubtedly reveal God's
genuine desire and wish for all of
His people, even though the context

indicates that what He wishes for
them He has not determined to ef-
fect. John Murray, commenting on
these passages, correctly observes
that “the Lord representshimself in
some of these passages as ear-
nestly desiring the fulfillment of
something which he had not in the
exercise of hissovereignwill actu-
ally decreed to come to pass.”*

God takes no delight in the
death of the wicked

Just as there are biblical passages
that express God's desire for the
salvation of those who do not fear
Him and keep Hiscommandments,
so there are biblical passages that
reveal God's displeasure at the
death of the wicked. Because God
takesno pleasureinthe death of the
wicked, these passages also por-
tray Him earnestly calling the dis-
obedient to turn from their wicked
way and be saved. Three passages
of this sort are found in the proph-
ecy of Ezekiel.

In Ezekiel 18:23 the Lord declares
in vigorous terms that He has no
pleasurein the death of thewicked:
“‘Do | have any pleasure in the
death of thewicked,” declaresthe
Lord God, ‘rather than that he
should turn from his ways and
live?” Thegrammatical construc-
tion of thisverse (literally it reads,
“taking pleasurein, do | take plea-
sure in the death of the wicked”)
suggests that the answer to the
Lord’srhetorical question must be,
“of coursenot!” TheLord takesno

These passages portray God desiring salvation
for all the children of Isradl, even though some may
persistently choose otherwise.
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pleasure or delight in the death of
the wicked. Much rather—and
emphatically so—Hewould rather
that the wicked turn from their way
and find life. Later in the same
chapter of Ezekiel, verse 32, are-
lated but somewhat different point
isexpressed: “‘ For | have no plea-
sure in the death of anyone who
dies,’ declares the Lord God.
‘Therefore, repent and live.”” This
verse states quite directly that the
Lord has no delight or pleasurein
the death of anyone. For this rea-
son—nbecause Hehasno delight in
their death—He summons the
wicked to repent and live.

A most significant instance of this
kind of passage, however, isfound
inEzekiel 33:11: “Say tothem, ‘As
| livel” declares the Lord God, ‘I
take no pleasurein the death of the
wicked, but rather that the wicked
turn from hisway and live. Turn
back, turn back from your evil
ways! Why then will you die, O
house of Israel?” This passage
beginswith an oath-formulaunder-
scoring the truth and weight of the
words spoken. OnceagaintheLord
declaresthat He hasno pleasurein
the death of the wicked. To the
contrary, what pleases Him is that
the wicked should turn from their
way and live. The call to repen-
tance, therefore, which the Lord
expresses at the end of this passage,
isaheartfelt expression of what He
desires for the wicked.

The remarkable feature of these
passages is that they resist any at-
tempt torestrict their applicationto
elect sinners. One could argue, for
example, that in these passagesthe
Lord is only speaking of and ad-
dressing the wicked who belong to
His people, Israel, and who are

numbered among the elect. Onthis
reading of these passages, all of the
wicked are presumably elect sin-
ners, whom God has sovereignly
purposed to save and to bring into
communion with Himself. Not one
person addressed in these passages
isan elect sinner. Now, why would
anyone attempt thiskind of reading
or construction of these passages?
The likeliest answer is that they
would do so in order to avoid the

The remarkable
feature of these
passages isthat they
resist any attempt to
restrict their
application to elect
sinners.

implication that in the call of the
gospel God not only summonssin-
ners to repentance and life but He
also desires that they do so. The
restriction of these passagesintheir
application to God's dealingswith
the elect aloneislikely born out of
adogmatic prejudicethat God could
not desire the salvation of sinners
whom He has not sovereignly pur-
posed to save. But thisis precisely
what these passages apparently
teach.

Christ’s disposition toward
Jerusalem

One of thethemes running through
the New Testament Gospel ac-
counts of Jesus' ministry isthat of
theunbelief and impenitenceonthe

part of many of the children of Is-
rael. Even though Christ went
preaching the kingdom of God first
to the “lost sheep of the house of
Israel,” their response to His
preaching was often one of hostil-
ity and rejection. Despite their
abundant privileges and opportuni-
ties, they spurned the call to repen-
tance and Christ’s invitations to
receive the kingdom offered to
them.

A remarkableinstance of this pat-

tern of unbelief and impenitenceis
recorded in Luke 13:37 (par. Matt.
23:37). After Jesus answers the
guestion, “aretherejust afew who
are being saved?’ (v. 23), by com-
manding his hearers to “strive to
enter by the narrow door,” He goes
on to note how many fail to do so.
Remarkably, many of those who
will not gain entranceinto the king-
dom of God are people who knew
the master of the house and even,
by their own testimony, “ate and
drank” with him. However, be-
cause they refused to enter when
the opportunity was granted to
them, they will find themsel ves out-
side the kingdom of God where
“there will be weeping and gnhash-
ing of teeth” (v. 28). Despite the
fact that many will enter the king-
dom, including somefrom “ east and
west and north and south,” there
aresomewho are“first whowill be
last” (vv. 29-30). In the context, it
isclear that Christiswarning many
among the covenant people of God
that, despite their many privileges
and ample opportunity, they will not
be saved.

What isimportant to our questionis
that L uke concludes this section of
his Gospel by recording Chrigt’sla-
ment over Jerusalem: “ O Jerusa-
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lem, Jerusalem, thecity that killsthe
prophets and stones those sent to
her! How often | wanted to gather
your childrentogether, just asahen
gathers her brood under her wings,
and youwould not!” (v. 34). Within
the context of Luke's account,
these words can only mean that
Christislamenting the unbdlief and
impenitence of many of theinhab-
itants of Jerusalem. What Christ
expresses as His desire and wish
for them, thetext declaresnot to be
their desire or wish. The language
used to describe Christ’s lament,
moreover, emphasi zesthe deep an-
guish and distressthat Hefeltinthe
face of the unwillingness of many
of Jerusalem’s inhabitants to be
gathered under Hiswings. Thislan-
guage of being “ gathered under His
wings,” when interpreted in the
light of the preceding discourseon
the way of salvation or entrance
into the kingdom of God, indicates
that Jesusis speaking of their salva
tion.

It is difficult to see how this text
could be taken in any other way
than as an expression of Jesus
heartfelt desirethat theinhabitants
of Jerusalem find salvation.® It
seems clearly to express a desire
that could only arise from a com-
passionate and earnest interest in
their salvation. If someonewereto
argue, for example, that this is
merely an expression of Jesus’ hu-
manwill asthe God-man, two insu-
perable difficulties would arise.
First, it would beinconsistent with
an orthodox doctrine of Christ’'s
Person to suggest that any feature
or expression of Hishumanity isnot
also to be ascribed to His Person.
Even wereweto grant for the sake
of discussion that thislament arises
out of a human compassion on

Christ’s part for his countrymen,
such compassion would necessar-
ily belong to His Person.® And sec-
ond, the perfect harmony of the
will of Christ with that of His Fa-
ther militates against any sugges-
tionthat the desire expressed inthis
lament is somehow contrary to or
different than that of the Father
(compare John 12:49,50; 14:10,24;
17:8). The best reading of this pas-
sage is one that takes it for a

It isdifficult to see
how this text could
be taken in any
other way than as an
expression of Jesus
heartfelt desire that
the inhabitants of
Jerusalem find
salvation.

simple declaration of Christ’'s de-
sirefor the salvation of many who
refused to believe and repent at
the preaching of the gospel of the
kingdom.

Endnotes

1.1t isalso objected that the language
of “offer” is inappropriate and
unbiblical because it suggests that
the sinner is free “to take or leave’
what is presented to him. | will ad-
dressthis objection in a subsequent
article, when | consider thelanguage
of the Canons of Dort on the gospel
call.

2.For a more detailed treatment of
some of these passages, see John
Murray, Collected Writings of John
Murray, “ The Free Offer of the Gos-
pel” (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth,

1982),1V:113-32.

3.Murray, “ The Free Offer of the Gos-
pel,” p. 118.

4.Murray, “ The Free Offer of the Gos-
pel,” p. 119.

5.Cf. JamesR. White, The Potter'sFree-
dom: A Defense of the Reformation
and a Rebuttal of Norman Geisler’s
Chosen But Free (Amityville, NY:
Calvary Press, 2000), pp.136-9. White
treatsthe parallel to thistext in Mat-
thew 23:37, and triesto argue that in
the context Jesus is not speaking
about the salvation of all the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem but only of the
leaders of the Jews. On hisreading,
the text does not express any desire
for the salvation of theinhabitants of
Jerusalem, some of whom may be
non-elect. Though White'sreading of
Matthew 23:37 israther unlikely, he
neglects to note that the context in
Luke 13:37 hasto dowith theissue of
salvation or non-salvation, and that
it speaks generally of many among
theinhabitants of Jerusalemwho for-
feit their opportunity to enter into the
kingdom while the door was open to
them.

6. In the doctrine of Christology, this
follows from what is known as the
“communion of the attributes”
(communicatio idiomata) in Christ’'s
Person. All the essential attributes of
deity and humanity must be ascribed
to Christ’s Person. Thisaccountsfor
such expressions as “ the Son of God
died” or “Jesus was amighty,” etc.
Affirmationsare made about Christ’s
Person either by virtue of His being
“true God” or being “true man.”
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Seminary where he also teaches
Doctrinal Studies. Dr. Venemais
acontributing editor to The Out-
look.

April, 2002

19




DI Ck WV UNNiNk
Folk Idam

The supreme need of the Moslem world is Jesus Christ. He alone
can give light to Morocco, unity to Persia, life to Arabia, re-birth

to Egypt.”

Since the horrific September 11
slamming of two planes into the
World Trade Center and a third
plane into the Pentagon, and the
war against terrorism in Afghani-
stan, many Americans and Canadi-
ans are debating the nature of Is-
lam. For example, Aaron Hughes,
professor of religious studiesat the
University of Calgary, says the
number of studentstaking hisclass,
Introductionto Idlam, is“way, way
up” since Sept. 11.

Secular journalistsare also showing
great interest in Isslam and religion
assuch. But what most of thejour-
nalists describeisnot thelslam that
ispractised by theaverage Mudim.
They seek to understand Islam
from their Western-postmodern
perspective, definingitintermsof
formal, indtitutionalized religionwith
its sacred text the Koran, commen-
taries, and organized mosques.

Responding to Islam

Scripture mandates that we bring
them to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
But if we areto reach the Muslim
world with the Gospel, the pioneer
of Reformed missionsto Muslims,
Dr. Samuel Zwemer, noted that we
must first know of it and know it. To
understand | lam we must begin by
making digtinctionsof variouskinds
of Islam. There arefundamentalist
Muslims as well as mystics and
secularists. The 1.2 billion Muslims
intheworld are divided along three
major groups: Sunni, Shi'ite, and

Samuel Zwemer [1867-1952]

Sufi, each with their own branches
and subdivisions. But while their
leaders might bewholly committed
tolsdlam, theordinary Muslimsare
impacted by folk |dam, amixture of
formal Islam and local animistic
practices and beliefs.

Thisfolk Islam
worldview of
ordinary people must
be addressed in
reaching Muslims
with the Gospel.

These beliefs contradict many for-
mal aspects of the Islamic faith.
They are, however, common and
permeate the every day life of
Muslims from Morocco to Malay-
sia Infact, in Arabia, Pakistan, and
Indonesia most Muslims are folk
Muslims. In other words, when I s-
lam became the major religionin
theseregions, animistic beliefsand
practices did not disappear, nor
were they stamped out.

This folk Islam worldview built
upon and integrated with the every-
day stresses and joys of ordinary
people must be addressed in reach-
ing Muslimswiththe Gospel. Inhis
carefully documented book The

Unseen Face of Islam. Sharing
the Gospel with Ordinary Mus-
lims, Bill Musk notesthat the com-
mitment to folk Islam by many
Mudlims hasremained mostly hid-
denfrom or ignored asirrelevant by
Western missionaries. Not only
must formal Islam be studied but
Folk Isam aswell. Thesetwo ex-
pressionsof ISlam, tend tolive eas-
ily with one another. In fact, Musk
says, that “both views may well
operateinveiled partnership within
any one single Muslim.” Muslims
may attend mosques, but they also
go to the shaman or the
witchdoctor.

In his book, The Influence of Ani-
mism on Islam, Zwemer shows
how Islam sprang up in pagan soil
and retained many old Arabian be-
liefsin spite of itsvigorous mono-
theism. Wherever Islam went, it
introduced old and new supersti-
tions. Superstitions and animistic
beliefstill bind mind and heart with
constant fear of demons, with
witchcraft and sorcery and the call
to creature worship.

Zwemer believed that the rapid
spread of Isslamin Africaand Ma-
layawaslargely duetoitsanimis-
tic character. His accounts reveal
that many Muslimsliveina world
densely populated by an array of
good and evil and earthly spirits
which influence human affairs. For
example, inthe Philippines, ceremo-
nies connected with rice planting
and harvesting, birth and death, are
part of theliving routinefor Filipino
Mudlims. Much of thepre-1slamic,
Malaysian belief systemsand cus-
tomary laws (adat), which are in-
digenous to the people of
Mindanao and Sulu, were simply
carried into Islam.
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FilipinoMudimsconceivetheworld
asalivewith spiritsand make offer-
ings to these spirits, the same way
as pagans do. They believe that
these spirits relate not only to the
physical and mental well being of a
person, but al so to the success and
failurein agriculture and business.
For these Muslims their religious
practices are nothing less than |s-
lam. They believe that they are
faithful and trueto the basic teach-
ingsof theKoran. There have been
instances when foreign-fundamen-
talist Islamic teachershavetried to
point out that many of their local
religious practiceswereun-lslamic,
but in each casethelocal religious
leaders repudiated these charges
by saying that they (theforeigners)
didn’t haveacorrect understanding
of Islam.

The practice of animism extendsto
the use of the Koran. Various
surahs (chapters) and verses are
reputed to be powerful for such
problems as headaches, fevers,
blindness, and toothaches. For ex-
ample, Surah 113isbdievedtobea
deterrent to all sorts of disease.
Surah 114 hasthe power to counter
psychic afflictions, and Surah 13is
a sure cure for headaches. And
throughout the Islamic world, the
Koranisused asacharminitself.
Miniature copies of the Koran are
pinnedon to children’sclothing as
talismans. |n Egypt acommon say-
ing isthat Satan does not enter the
houseinwhichthe Koranisrecited
every day. The act of recital keeps
evil at bay.

Musk notes that such unorthodox
views of the Koran are exagger-
ated among Mudlim populationsfor
whom Arabic is aforeign tongue.
He observesthat although the read-

ing of the Arabic Koran may be
encouraged as an act of piety, its
obscurity in non-Arabic societies
helpspromotean dternativeview in
its effects, where it is seen as
power and efficaciousin amagical
sense.

The Saints of Folk |slam

InFolk Idam saintsfulfill animpor-
tant role. A major distinctionisbe-
tween the dead and the living
saints. Whitewashed, domed
shrines dot the landscape of much
or rural Africaand theMiddle East.

There have been
instances when
foreign-
fundamentalist
| slamic teachers have
tried to point out that
many of their local
religious practices
were un-lslamic,
but...

Both the corpses of saintsand their
shrines- even the ground, water, or
foliage surrounding their graves -
are endowed with large deposits of
baraka. Folk Muslimsbelieveitisa
magical power that can be created
by ritual and manipulated for human
benefit.

Anwarul Karim says, “Itisthesaint
who can avert calamity, cure dis-
ease, procure children for the child-
less, blessthe efforts of the hunter
and even improve the circum-
stances of the dead.” In return,
devotees express their gratitude

and dependence in the form of
Vows, visitsto shrines, and cel ebra-
tion of saints' days.

Living saints (pirs) are Muslims
who have progressed beyond the
confinesof legalism. Thepirisex-
pected to have almost magical pow-
ers. Muslims believe that living
saints are capable of performing
miracles. They are expected toren-
der certain services to believers.
Bab Farid, aPakistani saint, issaid
to have cured incurable diseases,
raised adying mantolife, converted
dried datesinto gold nuggets, and cov-
ered vast distancesin amoment.

Muhammad

For Muslims, the birth of the
prophet Muhammad is one of the
most important events in history.
Veneration of the prophet
Muhammad, including hisrelics, are
part of the religious devotion for
multitudes of Muslims. In
Qandahar, Afghanistan, the cloak
belonging to Muhammad is trea-
sured. The Topkapi Palace in
Instanbul, Turkey displays an en-
cased hair from the Prophet’'s
beard. In Cairo, Egypt, the Qaitbey
Mausoleum houses a stone block
bearing the footprints of the
prophet. His footprints marked in
the Dome of the Rock at Jerusalem
areworldfamous. And histombin
Medinais perhaps one of the great-
est objectsof veneration associated
with Muslimsdevotion today.

Although the Koran stresses the
humanness of Muhammead, inreal-
ity he became deified. The
prophet’s biographer, Muhammad
Ibn Ishag, aMuslim historian who
died about AD 768, passed on sto-
ries of miracles, such as those in
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which Muhammad melted a rock
with a drop of water, or produced
water from a dried waterhole with
an arrow.

Addressing Muhammad with bless-
ing and prayers constitutes an im-
portant featurein daily religiouslife
of most Muslims. Musk observes
that orthodox Islam, although un-
willing at times, hasusually yielded
to theimagination and needs of the
ordinary Mudlim’sheart concerning
an object of devotion, a mediator
with God, and apowerful answerer
of prayer. The key place of
Muhammad in Islam and his ven-
eration by millionsdemonstrate that
he is believed to be more than a
prophet. They ignoreand distort the
basic factsof Christ’slife and pur-
pose of Hiscoming into thisworld.

In practice, Muhammad has sup-
planted Christ in the mentality of
the Muslim community. Islam,

therefore, poses for Christianity a
greater problem than any other re-
ligion or belief system. AsZwemer
states:
The sin and guilt of the
Muhammad worldisthat they
giveChrigt’sglory to another,
and that for al practical
purposes M uhammad himself
is the Moslem Christ. Jesus
Christ is supplanted by
Muhammad not only in
Modemworldtraditionandin
the hearts of the common
people who are ignorant and
illiterate. Heis supplanted in
the hearts of al Modems by
Muhammead. They arejealous
for his glory and resist any
attempt to magnify the glory
of Jesus Chrigt at the expense
of Muhammad.

Thefolk-Islamic view of theworld
presents a great challenge for
Christian mission outreach minis-

tries. The world of popular Islam
demonstrates the reality of the
kingdom of darkness. Its demonic
nature must be exposed and dealt
with. Chritianity isthefinal religion
and not Islam. The message of
Christ incarnate, crucified, risen
and glorified has not changed and
must be proclaimed for the evange-
lization of the Muslim world. The
task of the Christian churchthenis
not only to show folk Muslimsthat
their religion iswithout hope. They
must be brought to the point that
they realizethat their spiritual need
can be met only in Jesus Christ,
rather than in fal se teachings and
practices.

TheAuthor of thisarticlewrites

under the aias of “Dick
Wunnink” due to past threats
received from the Islam

community when writing about
this subject.

God's People, My Parish

They looked likethey were already
intheir seventieswhen | met them.
Thefirst timel visited them on the
farm | was amazed by the old ma-
chinery they had. Not antique, but,
liketheir owner, old and worn from
use. But it worked. Year after year
Alfred and Alice farmed the little
plot of land they owned with that
old machinery, never asking for
help from anyone. Unlikethe other
farmsthat surrounded them, theirs
never yielded agreat crop.

Some peoplewould consider Alfred
and Alice to be dirt farmers be-

cause of the small yield that they
received from their crops. They
would just plod along, season after
season, working the fields with
their old machinery. And so, al-
though they were happy and con-
tent with their lives, Alfred and
Alice were poor. So poor, some
people said they didn’'t have two
pennies to rub together.

Itdidn’t takelong for meto find out
why. Whenever Alfred and Alice
did havetwo penniesto rub together
they would give one of themto the
church. Not only in monetary form,

but also by their impact upon the
church and the community. Every
Sunday they would drivetheir old
station wagon to church, and after
every worship service they would
be sure to welcome any visitors
that werein church. It wasatouch-
ing sight to always see this frail,
seventy-some year old farmer and
hiswifetalking one Sunday with a
college student, the next Sunday
with aseven year old child.

Not only were Alfred and Alice
faithful intheir church attendance,
they attended every meeting, every
society, and every Bible Study that
the church offered. If anyone was
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in the hospital, Alfred would visit
them while Alice would bring a
meal to the family. If it was your
birthday or anniversary, Alice
would call and congratul ate you. If
therewas anything to be done, they
would be there to help.

The time came when Alfred and
Alice decided to retire. They
wanted to sell the machinery and
moveinto town. When the auction
flyer came out, most of the people
thought it was kind of amusing.
Most of the machinery would prob-
ably wind up going straight to the
junk yard. And most of it did. It was
basically sold as scrap metal.
Alfred and Alice hardly made
enough to buy a cheap, run-down
house in town.

But then something happened.
Peopl e began remembering all the
things that Alfred and Alice had
done for them. Before the elderly
couple moved into town, agroup of
people met at their new home and
began painting, re-shingling, and
basically fixing up the place. By
moving day, the houselooked beau-
tiful.

Whilethey wereon thefarm | was
among themany who often thought,
if Alfred and Alice would have
spent as much time on the farm as
they did running ‘errands’, they
could have been more successful.
They would have been able to af-
ford a house in town that didn’t
need so much work.

After they moved to town, | real-
ized al the lives they had touched
withtheir phonecalls, their rhubarb
desserts, and their many visits. |
discovered there were more ways
than one to count success. Success
was found in the joy it brought to

friends and neighborsto be ableto
bea“big” help to this couple that
had done so many “little” thingsfor
them.

Success is being content in the
Lord. Alfred and Alice were al-
ways satisfied with what the Lord
gavethem. Anytimethe Lord gave
them anything extra, they always
gave it back to Him. In that, they
weretruly blessed by the Lord who
faithfully provided them with all
they needed. And through them, we
were blessed.

Alfredand Alicelivedinthat house
for many years. Theyard wasnever
neat nor trim, but the garden never
had a weed in it. And you could
always count on a bag of veg-
etableswhen they camein season.

Rev. Wybren Oord isthe pastor
of the Covenant United
Reformed Church in Kalamazoo,
Michigan.

(616.534.0006).

Sept. 27 and 28.

2002 Men’s Conference
Bethany United Reformed Church

Plans are moving forward in preparation for the fourth annual
Men’s Conference. It will be held on Friday evening, Sept. 27,
and on Saturday, Sept. 28, at the Bethany United Reformed
Church, 5401 Byron Center Ave. S.W., Wyoming, Michigan

Four different speakers will center their thoughts on the theme:
“An Everlasting Foundation.” This theme is found in Proverbs
10:25: “When the whirlwind passes by, the wicked is no more.
But the righteous has an everlasting foundation” (NKJV). This
text will be considered in conjunction with Psalm 11:3, where the
Psalmist in his distress cries out: “If the foundations are de-
stroyed, what can the righteous do?” (NKJV).

Men of all ages, married or single, will certainly be challenged
by the insights given by the speakers as well as by the “Round
Table” question and answer sessions. You are urged to mark
your calendars with plans to attend the Men’s Conference on

In these changing and uncertain times, we need to be grounded
on the “Everlasting Foundation.”

Don’t miss out on the inspiration, food, and fellowship!

For more information
Contact 2002 Men’s Conference Clerk
Craig Baker: E-mail: ca7baker@triton.net;
Phone: (616) 795-8842

April, 2002
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Reformed Fellowship, Inc.

2930 Chicago Drive, SW

Grandville, M1 49418-1176

(616) 532-8510

Bible Sudy Materials
($4.00 each plus *$2.00 postage)

Nelson Klosterman
Walking About Zion,
Singing of Christ’'s Church in the Psalms
Gospel Power Magnified through
Human Weakness
(Il Corinthians)
The Law of the Lord as Our Delight
(Deuteronomy)
Pilgrims Among Pagans
(I Peter)

John Piersma
Daniel

Henry Vander Kam
Sermon on the Mount
Ephesians

| & Il Thessalonians

| Timothy

| Peter

| John

Parables

Acts (Chapters 1-13)
Acts (Chapters 14-28)
Amos

Mark Vander Hart

Genesis 1 - 11
($8. 00 plus*$2.00 postage)

CatechismMaterials
Learning to Know the Lord
by P. Y. De Jong ($1.50 plus *$ 2.00
postage)
First Book of Christian Doctrine
by Hylkema & Tuuk ($2.50 plus *$2.00
postage)
A Beginning Course in Christian Doctrine
by P. Y. De Jong & John R. Sittema
($2.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

Other Materials

CornelisP. Venema

But for the Grace of God

An Exposition of the Canons of Dort
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

What We Believe

An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

John R. Sittema

With a Shepherd’s Heart

Reclaiming the Office of the Elder
($10.00 plus *$3.00 postage)

Norman Shepherd
Women in the Service of Christ
($2.00 plus *$1.00 postage)

IDenomlnatlonai Affiligtion

Reformed Fellowship, Inc.
| 2930 Chicago Drive, SW
N Grandville, Ml 49418-1176

| Subscrlptlon Form () oneyear $21.00 (O Twoyears$42.00 |
I (Canadian $27.50) (Canadian $55.00) I
Name |
| Street I
| City State Zip |
I
|
I

U.S Funds. Canada add 7% GST

Immanuel Chapel in Upton,
M assachusetts is seeking a
full time pastor.

We are a small, confessionally Re-
formed, congregational church located
in central Massachusetts about an hour
from Boston. The man of God's choos-
ing must possessthe Biblical gifts nec-
essary for preaching and teaching and
must have alovefor Hispeople. Healso
must be well-versed in the Scriptures
and must support the Savoy Declara-
tion of Faith (1658), a congregational
version of the Westminster Confession.

Responsihilities include preaching at
both Sunday services, some teaching,
and bringing Scriptural directiontothe
other activities of our church. We also
emphasizehomevisitation by our elder-
ship, which, would include the pastor.
There is a parsonage on the church

property.

If you feel called to pursue this oppor-
tunity, please submit to our search com-
mittee thefollowing documents (plain-
text email isacceptable):

-Personal and family information in-
N cludi ng testimony of faith;

*Educational background,;
*Ministry experience;
oL ist of 5-6 references.

Submit to Jason Poquette, 35 Sunset

| Drive, Whitinsville, MA 01588. Tele-

phone: (508) 234-4366. Email:

J JPoquette@compuserve.com

J




