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miane

- Good Friday —
"Easter

HE blessings of Easter come only to those
who have tarried in faith at the cross of
J Calvary and have fathomed something of
the blessed mystery of crucifixion.
Adherents of a modern Christless, humanistic
“Chrlst1an1ty” see no connection between the Hill

of Skulls and the empty tomb in Joseph’s garden.
When they would celebrate Lent and Easter, what

~ can they do? What do they do? Some of them
would suppress Good Friday completely and make

~ “of Easter the festival of the perennial conquest of

life ‘over death. Others see in this historic three-

day -cycle of redemptlve events nought but the

- symbolical expression in the form of a religious
story or “myth” of the indestructability of the

human spirit. And then there are those, with an.

equally Christless Christianity, who see in the Man
- of Sorrows on Calvary only a great martyr ready
~to die for his convictions. They laud him to the

T gkies and hold him up to mankind as a great ex-

‘ample of endurance, of indomitable perseverance,
of fearlessness and moral courage in the face of
death. But neither have these sensed the miracle
- of Calvary, and it is not surprising that also they
~are at a loss what to make of Easter morning. At

.~ any rate, they repudiate the miraculous, for in the
- ~words of Goethe, which he placed upon the lips of

: ~’Faust in response to the resurrection hymn by the
- chorus of angels: “I hear your message, but I have

“'not faith; and Miracle is fond Faith’s favorite

- -child!” At best these moralistic idealists would see
“in the Easter story an expression of the human
- spirit reaching out in its unconquerable moral
- greatness, believing in itself and its own possibili-

~ties.

When Easter 1946 dawns, there w111 again be
many to fall back upon the lilies as symbols of life
~.in nature without grasping the mystery and glory
- of this climactic festival in the Christian calendar.

- Ladies in Easter finery will be “thrilled” by beauti-
ful messages of “Christian” ministers who see no
~deeper meaning in the resurrection' story of the
. Gospel record than the perennial return of life in
. nature, the conquest of Spring over Winter, the re-

emergence of life from death, to which some vague

‘belief ‘in human 1mrnortahty can readily be at-

P k 5 tached.

‘The natural man does not understand the deep

things of God that transpired on Calvary and in
~the. Garden They have denied the counsel of God

’*THE CALVIN FORUM *ok *,APRIL»I*’“G

 tions of this word of his Lord, has the key to

ing, and likewise understands their inseparable

‘of the indestructible spirituality of the human

.could say and did say:

and see no reahzatlon of His eternal purpose
redemption in ‘the great events of the Gospels. For
them there is no vertical line cutting the horizontal
In reality there is for them no incarnation, no
atonement, no divine redemption, and no resurre
tion of Christ.- They deck themselves with .t
beautiful terms derived from the majestic truths'
of the Christian Faith, but it is soon discovered

that on their lips these are but ernpty, bloat{e
words. -

Not - these, who deny the smfulness of sm
move but on the horizontal plane of earthly en-
deavor and human aspiration, know Calvary or
fathom even remotely the mystery of Easter.
reaching up to the divine can see no meaning :
the atoning death and the glorious resurrectio of
one that is greater than himself-—other than h
self—yet like himself. Autosoterism must: dis
Calvary and deny the empty tomb. The Chris of
John Masefield can only say: “O brother Ma
come; hate-me not always.” But the divine Ch ist
of the Scriptures exclaims with heavenly majest;
“Then said I, Lo, I come (in the roll of the book
is written of me) to do Thy will, O my God!”.

The Christian believer, who grasps. the unphc
mystery, both of Good Friday and of Easter mi

nection. On Good Friday he anticipates Easte
on Easter morning all the glory of the resurrec
story is but the culmination of the counsel of
redemption which reached its deepest depths al
greatest heights on Calvary. ‘

For him on Easter morning all the p1t1ab1e v
reachings of human morality, all the preachm

son, all the symbolical “myths” of the conquest
life over death, and all the man-made vagaries
a glorious universal and natural immortality are
swept away like cobwebs. He has seen the Son: of
God dying on Calvary with the triumphant- Words
of the fulfilment of the divine purpose of redem
tion, “It is ﬁnished!”, upon His lips. And he it
who sees the Son of God come forth as Conquer
over death and the grave on the mornlng of th
resurrection. s

He sees not rnan—-—but the divine Christ. 25

He sees not human effort—but d1v1ne omnlpo-
tent saving grace. SR

He does not indulge in glorﬁymg the nob1hty of
natural, sinful man, but falls down before the feet
of the one unique and solitary God-man, who alone
“I am He that hveth ‘that




- the prospective ecumenical synod itself.

liveth and was- dead And behold I am ahve for ,’:

~evermore. And I have the keys of Hades and of'

death"’ S C. B

QA F ew Chlps

* It is heartenlng to w1tness the Wldespread‘

. mamfestatmn of Christian charity on the part of

7{'Amer1can Christians .toward those in need in Euro-.

pean lands. The word charity has regrettably, de-
‘teriorated in its connotation, but we may say that
in these manifestations of recent Christian love it
‘has recovered its original beautiful meanlng Chris-
ian sacrificial, sharing love for those in need! How
‘beautiful it can be! May the channels of this Chris-
“tian charlty be kept open as long as there is need.
‘Our highly favored nation is in a position, but also
“has the disposition, in its own way to carry a large
‘load of the alleviation of the needs.of the starving
‘nations. May UNNRA save the potential starving
rmlhons of Europe and Asia. God bless Herbert
E Hoover and all who carry on in his tradition. And
imay espec1ally those who name themselves after
~Christ and who in His name have already exhibited
‘the spirit of true Christian liberality, continue to
do so. The _channels, whether personal or eccle-
s1astlcal are not an important consideration. Just
S0 the. spmt of true Christian charity becomes
“m ‘mfest'
d may it cont1nue in a very tangible way'

;ﬂzﬁ*As suggested by our correspondent Dr. Hoog-
_stra, on another page of this issue, the prospect of
Ecumenical Reformed Synod may become an
uality in the course of this year. The three Re-
med bodies which have shown a real interest
such an ecumenical Reformed Synod and have
aded the cause for some ‘time, are now taking
teps which may lead to the convening of their dele-

,'dates in° what may prove to become the first Ecu-

i memcal Reformed Synod of modern times. There
- are many questions that could be asked, to which
answer can be given. There are many difficul-
s to be overcome, as any person close to this ven-
. ture can know, if he has his feet not in the clouds
- but on the ground of solid reality. But it is no less

,true that only they who have faith will overcome

" obstacles, and that only they who have a vision can

- realize the things that are not yet but that may be.
Many of the questions that may properly be asked

onthis subject and that clamor for an answer can-

" not very well be answered by any group except
Ee) No one
~has authority to speak for such a body at this time.
But that there is need of such a Synod in these days
“when the whole world is becoming one and the lines
‘of geographical demarcation are increasingly be-
_coming more faint, of that there can be no ques-
“tion. And that it is the church groups which are
enumely Reformed that have every reason to get
ogether and to foster th1s ecumen1c1ty, on that

Let the love of the brethren continue,

‘posed ecumenical ‘synod, even when it should be

score there can be no great difference of ‘opinion

‘e1ther——-—at least not among those who love the Re-
formed Faith and the Reforrned trad1t1on and who .

believe that the hope for the future lies in the chal- .
lenge which that Reformed Faith, as a living fa1th," '
for today, presents S

% Perhaps there are a few quest1ons that natur--

ally arise in the mind of those who are interested in

this undertaking, questions which it does not require

any authority to answer. Someone asks: Why only -

these three Reformed bodies? And the natural an- . .
swer is: These only have had this project under dis--

cussion and on their program for some years. Be-
sides, these three Reformed bodies, found in the .

three continents where the Reformed Church - of

Dutch antecedents has found a foothold, have most%

in common doctrinally, historically, and even to

some extent linguistically. If other bodies are to join- -
in the future, as well they may, some will have to-
-make a beginning, and it would appear opportune

that those who do-should have as much in ¢ommon-

as possible. Another one may ask skeptically: What ~
‘can such a Synod accomplish? What authority will . =

it have? Will the constituent bodies surrender

their autonomy to this “higher,” ecumenical syn-
od? This is, from the nature of the case, a very .
serious questlon and those who are skeptically 1n-'f"ff~,
clined, could eas1ly persuade others that an ecu- =
menical synod is only a vain dream, wh1ch even
if it would become real, could achieve nothing. It‘;

is, of course, clear that the nature of such a pro-

come established, would not be that of an appellate

body with final jurisdiction over matters brought
Its
range of proper interests such an ecumenical synod - i

before 1t by the constituent church groups.

would find .in matters of joint importance in the
realm of doctrine, of. testimony, and of a construc,‘ :
tive attack upon the larger task: The effectiveness

‘of such labors would not depend upon making them
binding upon the constituent bodles, as the effec-
tiveness of the higher judicatories in a Reformed; e
Church does depend upon the binding character of -
There are a’great many more ques-
tions that might be asked and, no doubt, will be

its decisions..

asked before such a venture as this will get under
way. The 1946 assembly, if it eventuates, can only"
lay the groundwork and deal with some of these
more important prehmmary issues.

be desirable that all delegates be able to understand

- —if not to speak——both the Enghsh and the Holland -

languages

){( In one of our February ed1tonal chips we com-

mented on a remarkable statement made by Dr.
Robert Shuler of Los Angeles, who in his militantly o
anti-Modernist monthly, The Methodist Challenge;
wrote a glow1ng tribute to the potency of Calv1n- L
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for the success of the venture it would appear to




as by the leaders in the Youth for Christ move-
ment—not by Arminians but by Calvinists. It was
‘quite clear that this was an admission reluctantly
made by the writer. In fact, he said so in so ‘many

words “It ‘does not please me to say it, but it is

true ‘that, in the main, those who are Calvinists
have that torch today and are carrying it forward!”

> were amazed at this remarkable testimony
ommg ‘from such a source. Since it is common for

oth the Modernists to the left and many Funda-
mentahsts to the right to lambast Calvinism, it
semed. remarkable that such credit was given to

aIv1msm in the actual religious scene of Ameri-
an Fundamentalism today. We made no comment

on this remarkable tribute but passed it on to our

bute. Meanwhile one or two readers have called
ur‘ ttention to the fact that, in their ]udgment

ders might conclude that we concurred in all the

‘statements made in that trlbute -as, for instance,

about Moody Church and the Youth for Christ

vement: - We have too much respect for the in-

ence of our readers to believe that they would‘,,
,e‘such an mference from the statement quoted.-
if our confidence was misplaced on'this score,
are glad to state explicitly that we know full

that the Moody Church in Chicago, the Church
he Open Door in Los Angeles and the leadership
he Youth for Christ Movement are prevailingly

‘ 'man and not Ca1v1mst1c Our readers have .

been left in the dark on this score, so far as
,are concerned ~as may be seen from our com-
t on the Arminianism of the Youth for Chmst

'huler may have ‘meant pre01se1y with his re-
rkable trlbute ‘there need be no doubt about
‘hether the editor of THE CALVIN Forum knows

and deplores the- preva1hng1y Arminian position of
V*Amerlcan Fundamentalism' in general and of the-

- leadershlp of the Youth for Christ Movement As

for the remarkable tribute which. Dr. Shuler, de-
. spite his- “own Methodlst Armmlan pred11ect10ns
. paid to the influence of “Calvinism” in American

Fundamentahsm today, perhaps he is w1lhng to

: recexve 1t and glve 1t the promme ce 11:

& fserve i : :
any - of the present day mdependent funda— .

mentalist churches (like the Moody Church in Chi- -

cago and the Open Door in Los Angeles), as well <% One of the lamentable weaknesses of our da

lack of clarity in thinking on rehglous subject

There is a- strange idea abroad that precision
thinking, accuracy of termmology ‘are. all-impo;

‘tant in the realm of technology, of science, of med

cine,-of law, but that in the realm of- re11g1on
theology the fuzzier the thinking the more acc

able it is. Emotionalism makes for fuzzy think:
~and many people believe that the essence of

gion is an emotional state.” This lack of clari
thought is quite general in the American rehglou
atmosphere in which we as Calvinists move.
stimulated by a certain amount of religious p
matism, which holds that truth is not a matter
correspondence with reality but of workablhty
it gets “results,” we need not ‘be too conc

eaders for just what it was—a remarkable tri- about the norms and standards of truth!

The emphasis on clear doctrinal thlnk ng
ever marked the Reformed Churches that
their spiritual heritage. The struggle agalnst
in every form has made the membership

“churches keen in pre01s1on of formulatior

vided this is integrated in a living experien
linked to an active, wholesome mode of Christ
life and conduct, this is all to the good.: Mod
has greatly contributed to hazy and dlstorted
ing in religious matters. In addition to its ind

‘ence toward the great historic doctrines o
‘Christian Faith, much of modernist thmkmg is

tentionally vague, amblguous, and marked by
vocation, for the simple reason that most C

‘writers resort to the exped1ent of pourmg

content into old terms and are followmg the avoy
tactics of not wishing to waken sleeping dogs

ment and of Hyman Appelman, who is un. . this, together with other factors, makes for vag

btedly one of the foremost evangelists on the
erican scene' today. - (See Tur CarviN Forum,
5 1945, p. 133; and Nov. 1945, p. 62.) Whatever

ness, lack of clear thmkmg, want" of rehglou
telligence.

Returnin g service men of sound Calvml
churches, the chaplains but also many of the
men,” have repeatedly given express1on to- th
surprise at the dearth, even among re11glous P
ple, not only of correct, factual knowledge of Sc¢
ture, but also of clear thinking in matters religic
One begins to realize in the face of such cond

‘what a great spiritual boon they possess who

joy doctrinal preaching, catechetical instructio
and the benefits of intelligent discussion on reli
glous subjects in the home, the Bible class and tk

church s001ety PR REETRE SR gt o ¢
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‘he Rev1sed Standard Vers»ion L
the New TeStament A Crzuczsm

,‘—IE Most Important Publ1cat1on of 1946"" '
~ These are the words which appear on.

/' the jacket of the Revised Standard Ver-

" sion of the New Testament. Well, the

1946 ‘has just begun. Whether the estimate
h the publishers place on their book be cor-
“the future will tell. We are making no pre-
tion at this time. One thing is true: at present

k is, without a doubt, the most widely dis- -
ssed new publication. - The publlshers——as you
suessed-—are Thomas Nelson and Sons,’ New™

he price is $2.00. There is also a booklet

d An Introduction to the Revised Standard
This. booklet is -
g d1spersed grat1s It is hoped that in addition :ﬁ
resent $2.00 cloth-bound edition there will
eather-bound edition by June of this year,
at the entire Bible—OIld Testament as well

nof the New. Testame'nt

W——-Wlll be ready for publ1cat1on in. the year

The book whlch we are d1scuSs1ng is the work of
mmittee appomted in 1929 by The International
‘of Religious Education. Among the nine

ers ‘who worked on this new version are such

s Prof. E. J. Goodspeed of the University of
ago, Prof. F. C. Grant of Union Theological

lnary, and Prof. J. Moﬂt‘att (also of Umon) ‘who
in 1944 :

‘ﬂNeW Vers10n has ‘many commendable fea-

; s It appears in a most sat1sfactory format. The
ve is clear; the page just the right size; the para-
aphmg on the whole, logical. Archalc expres-
ns, found even in the American Standard Ver-
‘have been removed. The English: is idiomatic.
‘Granville Sharp rule with respect to the defi-
e article has at last received recognition, - so
hat IT Peter 1:1 and Titus 2:13 now teach the deity
hrist. There is a wholesome recognition of the
c style -characteristics of the N. T. original,

;KAI is not always rendered AND; moreover; ;
e same’ reason, expressions like “man of law-
7 are more consistently rendered “lawless

». A more earnest-attempt has been made
Justlce to the tenses of ﬁn1te Verbs Real 1m—

William Hendrlksen

Professor of the New: Testaiient: '

Cnlvm Semmau G

provernents in translat1on oceur in abundance 0
every page. It is not necessary to give example
Get a copy and judge for yourself. Progress in theff‘;f:
various phases of N. T. research during the past
half century has been such thata new version

- felt to be h1gh1y des1rable

'As to Style and
'Word Order -

In several 1mportant respects thls new transla

‘tion is not an improvement. There is, first - of al

the failure. to reproduce the general style of the
original. The translators tell us that it was th :

‘purpose ‘“that the Bible should be translated int

language that is euphonious, readable . , . the lan

‘guage of twentieth-century Engllsh " 'pp 57 68,

the Introduction. They inform us that it W
times necessary to persuade Paul and. hlS N
Testament colleagues “to descend from the stat
heights of oriental imagery and walk in the cro
ed valleys of the pract1cal Western world,” p

~ They also found it “expedient to break: up and
: pllfy the 1nvolved sentences of such a writer as

” p. 28. One of the nine translators—we
to Prof E. J. Goodspeed—even informs us tha

~ of the guiding principles in translation should
. that the thought of the or1g1nal writer be expre

in “Enghsh 50 natural and easy that the reader

~forget he is reading a translation and be led on. a

on by the sheer ease of the English style.” (Proble
of New Testament Translation, p. 2.) :

We deem this procedure to be an error. We kn

~a man by his style. Anyone who reads the fi

chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians either
the original or in the American Standard Vers1o
will be impressed by the animated style of the apos-
tle. Paul’s sentences are vibrant with life. They
throb with emotion. The most profound and glori
ous thoughts are ever crowding one another. Whil
one idea is touched upon, another, equally rich an
penetrating, is already pressing- forward for recog
nition. Hence, the sentences: are long, as one
eas1ly see by reading Ephesians 1:3-14 in the G

or in the ‘American Standard Version.

The new translatlon does away with all th1s Si:
independent sentences take the place of one.

‘has been Westermzed and modermzed Depen en
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p. 501
on by the sheer ease’ of his Greek style?”

;dlfﬁcult to comprehend. If one will take the trouble

seems to have been broken up into six sentences.
At least, there are six capital letters; also ‘six
iods. ‘A second look, however, will immediately

to mod1fy, the dependent clauses found in the origi-
nal are retalned in the translation. In other Words,
th ;style is left: intact. Paul remains “Paul!

\nother and closely related. mamfestatlon of this
unfaithfulness to the original has to do with the
\ ‘ord-order or - sentence- structure of the original.
We are not pleading for an awkward, word-for-

parts from the normal Greek word-order and as-

‘ominence, that place of prommence if at all pos-

is saying certain things to the churches! Is it
ot clear that the abnormal word-order of the first

ity of God’s love? Is it not apparent that the
normal word-order of the second clause—a dif-
nt type of abnormal word-order—stresses the

anslatlon will reflect all this as far as it is able to
'so. Weymouth is on the right track When he
slates the first clause as follows:
For so greatly did God love the world ..
. also the Dutch version (both the old and the new)
© for the entire verse. And after all, is it not true
- ';ithat Enghsh too, departs from the normal word-

- order again and again in order to emphasize a cer-
tain word or phrase? Read any Shakespearlan play
e "and convince yourself! There is nothing “awkward”
“ponderous” about such a style. The transla-

,jftors ‘should have more- earnestly endeavored to re-
tam the flavor of the or1g1nal' o

Other Senous
i iWeaknesses

Then, there are other pomts of cr1t1c1sm wh1ch'
- we wish to mention. S

90! for the1r tendency to use the deﬁnlte art1—

: f:sAPRIL 1946

‘fe:‘xtent we agree w1th this criticism, Howe

e are 1n ent1re a eement W1th a recent crt1-~7
ism of Goodspeed’s just-quoted principle. Says M.
mith in Journal of Biblical Literature, Dec. 1945,
“But were the first readers of St. Paul ‘led‘
“as an example. Here the American Standard

~Of course, those lengthy sentences of Paul are

to consult the new Dutch version given in Korte
,TV erklarmg der Heilige Schrift met Nieuwe Vertal-
ing, and turn to the same passage—Eph. 1:3-14—

':',he will notice that. ‘here,-too, Paul’s one sentence find faith—in any form—upon the earth, ~at

- He find that faith on the earth?” Clearly, the T

e veal the vast dlfference between the two render--
1gs. In the Dutch version the modifiers continue:

- in the- story of Peter’s restoration, J ohn 21

ord translation. - However, when the onglnal de-.
sgto ac ertaln concept or phrase a- place of
ble, should also be reflected in the word-order of

th translatron After all, it is not man but God who -

peakmg to us in his Word! It is the Holy Spirit seem to indicate that it is the specific and no

ause of John 3:16 emphas1zes the glory and in--

~omitted in the Revised Standard. This, again, is

eness of the sacrifice? A true and faithful
. this procedure.

.”' See :

Paul 1n 22:9.

fRomans 9:5, has been obscured by the new -
The translators have placed a perrod after,the wol

The Introductzon cr1t1clzes the versions of 1881

‘ormssron of the. art1cle in the translat1on can
be carried too far. After all, there is anoth
to the story. At times the artlcle——also in the K
—has the force of a demonstrative. Take Luke 1

note, informs the reader that the original has
definite article. The new version omits any re
ence to the artlcle, and—as we see it—obscures
meaning of the question immeasurably. Accordin;
to the new version, Christ wonders whether He wil

coming. A much better rendenng Would ha‘
“Nevertheless, when the Son of man come ;W

ence is to the kind of faith of Whlch J esus. has us
spoken; see verses 1-8a. - , e

Similarly, the new version falls to 1nform
reader that two different words for “love” are

reason given for this omission will not satisty
(See the Introduction.) Words often have a gen
meaning 50 that they can be substituted f
synonyms. But apart from this general
there is also the specific meanmg which d
uishes them from their synonyms. The vt
that in the touching story of John 21 the Sa
uses one word, whereas Simon twice answers
question by using another word for love, until
ly the Lord condescends to Simon’s word, w

general meaning. that is emphasized here. At lea
the new version should have played fair Wlth
reader by telling him in a note that: the orig
uses two different words. Now, that note,

occurs in the American Standard Versm

loss. A mere reference to the papyr1 cannot Ju ‘

The new version also omlts the note Wh1ch in
American Standard Version is found in connecti
with Acts 9:7; ef. Acts 22:9. To be sure, there is
difficulty here. (See A. T. Robertson, Word P
tures, Vol. IIL, p. 117.) It is at least p0351ble th
Robertsons explanatlon is correct: The men w
were with Paul “heard the sound, 9:7, but did
understand the words, 22:9.” But we are not chie
ly interested in this distinction. What we are de
nitely interested in is this: the original is not 1de‘
cal in both places: in the first, 9:7, AKOUO is- 1
with the genitive; in the last, 22: 9 it is used w
the accusative. That fact, at least should have b
stated or else the note of the American Stan
Version should have been retained. As the new ve
sion now has it, Luke m Acts 9: 7 ﬂatly contr

‘The de1ty of Christ, expressed S0 beauti




ften that it is entlrely unnecessary to repeat the
uments here.

_’j cannot’ understand why the exact ﬁavor of
reek questions has not been preserved in this new

‘o_ the older versions.
ve been rendered: “Surely, not I1?” just as Dr.
roshe1de renders-it: “Ik toch niet?”

~When the translators tell us (Introduction, p. 31)
it is not the Old Testament but rather the
pocrypha which constitute the background of the
y Testament, and that there is reason to believe

t merely the form of expression!) of John, they

hese men think about the doctrine of inspira-

.8, F. C. Grant—one of the nine translators—

wn _eachmg Men who are of that opinion will not

hlS stately helghts ‘

all be: blessed forever Amen »? The unwar-~ ']
ed character of this maneuver has been exposed

ersion. ‘Here was a chance for a real improvement
Thus, Matt. 26:22 should

 Wisdom 9:1, 2 strongly influenced the theology
eveahng their particular brand. of theology '~
also evident from. their: 1nd1v1dual writings.
Earliest Gospel, p. 266. He tells us that Mark
ured the message by substituting a theologlcal

or-the primary and central element in Jesus’

ite to s1mp11fy Paul and to make h1m descend

he Problem of Teacher Trammg

Grateful for the many ﬁne elements: and numer

ous . _improvements which are to ‘e found on every |
page of this new version, we, nevertheless, hop
that a better one will be published some day. We

- do mnot hope that the Christian Reformed Church

will ever ofﬁmally recommend the Rev1sed Stand-*;
ard Version for use in the churches. Let us keep
the American Standard until an all-around better;f

“ version appears Meanwhile we hope that all min-

isters and students of theology will buy “the most'{,
important publication of 1946, and subject it toa
fair and candid exammatlon Much can be learned
from it. , : : N

In conclusion, as we see 1t the work of translat
ing the New Testament anew should be: undertaken
by men who have at least the followmg quahﬁca
tions:

(l) They should know the1r landuages
Hebrew, Aramalc, Syriac, Enghsh

(2) They should be able to exercise sane Judg‘
ment with respect to problems of textual criticism

(3) They should be firmly determined to pr )
a translation that will fa1thfully reflect the orig

(4) .They should believe in the 1nfalhb1ht o
the. B1ble (ie., the autographa) " o

Greek,

*S‘ IN the days during and immediately fol-
lowmg World War I, the schools of our
. nation are handlcapped by a serious
teacher shortage. For the past few years
number of teachers graduating from our teacher
ning institutions is less than half that'during the

her placement survey just released by the Na-
onal Institutional Teacher Placement Association,
ritical ‘teacher shortage is likely to continue
at least two more years. The report indicates
at for the elementary grades the situation will
become still more acute in the next year or two
than it is: at present. -

fThe 1nev1table effect of th1s state of affairs is a
lowemng of standards for teachers. Several thou-
- sand teachers are now teaching on emergency certi-
es. This has in turn resulted in a decrease of
public. respect for the teachlng professmn

Coruses of Present
cher Shortage

unger men in: the teachmg profess1on vol-

rs preceding the war. According to the 1946

~ Perspechve N eeded

re several reasons for this shortage Most"ﬂ
: 1t must not be v1ewed too serlously Teacher sup-

unteered for or were drafted into. m111tary ser
The same held true for those young men stil
school who in normal times would prepare f
teachmg career. Not only were the ranks of te
ers depleted because of an exodus of young ‘me
Many of the women engaged in teachmg respond'
to the patriotic appeals of the Wacs, the Wav
the Spars, and the U. S. Cadet Nurse Corps.
glamour of direct partlclpatlon in one of these
ganized branches of service also capt1vated al
number of g1rls still preparing for a career.

The numerous opportunities for securing tempt-
ing positions in the offices and factories engaged in
the war effort resulted in a further drain on the
teachmg profession. The "attractive salaries and
wages awaiting those entering industry comparedf
very favorably with the average salary schedule
for teachers. This fact accompamed by the emo-
tional appeal of “doing one’s bit” in promotlng ‘the
war eHort lured many a glrl aWay from teachlng

Hlstoncal

‘While the teacher shortage is cr1t1cal at pres



ply and demand fluctuate ‘greatly"‘from‘time to time.

It is only a little more than a decade ago that there
‘was an oversupply of teachers of sufficient magni-
tude to warrant detailed consideration of the prob-

lem in the National Survey of Teacher Education.-

The whole problem of teacher supply and demand
must be studied in relation to the history of teacher
education in this country. It is only in the perspec-
tive of such a historical survey that the problem
can be viewed properly

Training of
Elementary Teachers

The trai’niné of teachers is a relatively young
movement in this country; it is only approximately

-~ one hundred years old. In the early decades of the

nineteenth century, professional training of teach-

" ers was all but non-existent. Short-term teacher in-

stitutes, reading circles, and short teacher ‘training
courses in academies provided whatever training
~ for teachers was available at that time. The rise

and rapid development of state public school sys--

‘tems greatly increased the demand for-trained
teachers. ‘To meet this demand public normal
schools were established, Massachusetts under the
leadership of Horace Mann launching the first of
these in 1839 at Lexington. Throug’hout the nine-

" teenth century the standard of instruction in these

normal schools was very low. In the early days of
- the movement students were admitted upon gradu-
. ation from the eighth grade. A study of. fifty-one
- normal schools made as late as 1905 reported that
- only 22 per cent of the normal schools included in
~the 'study required high school graduation for en-
~trance. Small wonder that Nicholas Murray Butler

% characterized the normal schools as “academies or -

; hlgh schools with a slight infusion of pedagogic in-
“struction.” The course of study was in most in-

* stances very meagre, consisting of one or two years

“of training in (1) review of the “common school
- subjects,” (2) teaching-methods in these branches,
(3) the art of school government, and (4) practice

- in teaching in a model school. Where the course of

- study was expanded, the expansion was in the field
of pedagogical methods rather than in that of
~~broad cultural general education. Such in brief is
~a characterization of the type of professional train-

. Ihg given to the elementary teacher well into the

twentieth century.

Training of Secondary
- School Teachers

Throughout the nineteenth century the prepara-

" tion of teachers for the academies and high schools

- was confined largely to the colleges and universi-

ties. In contrast to the narrow pedagogic training

.- given to elementary teachers in the normal schools,

“the preparation of secondary school teachers in the
fcolleges and unlverS1t1es was almost ent1rely aca-
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.another important development took place; one

‘dem1c It was assumed that thorough preparat1on

in subject matter constituted the best possible
preparation for teachmg In time, partly because -
of the adoption of the elective system by the col-
leges and universities, the departmental fields in- =
creased in number and tended to become highly
specialized. General education and cultural train- -
ing made way for premature specialization. The -

pressure for professional training for secondary -
school - teachers became stronger. In the last two -
decades of the nineteenth century many of the col-
leges and universities had introduced chairs of
pedagogy or didactics. In many schools this work « -
was- assigned to faculty members poorly equipped

" to teach these courses with the result that the work

was of an inferior quality and aroused cons1derablek s
opposition and criticism. President Eliot voiced this . -
criticism in the following words: “The faculty [of -
Harvard] in common with most teachers in Eng-
land and the United States, feel but slight intereSt
or confidence in what is ordinarily called pedagogy.”
Notwithstanding such hostile attitudes, the trend
toward greater professional training .in- colleges"ﬂ- :
continued to make headway. o

Twentieth Century |
Developments

Concurrent with the changes just descri bed

which greatly influenced the training of teachers in
both the normal schools and institutions of higher -
learning. This was the rapid growth and develop-
ment of the high schools. Our country had launched
upon the unique experiment of providing free pu
lic secondary education for all who desired it. In
many states the compulsory education age was
raised to sixteen or eighteen years. The resulting
rapid increase in secondary school enrollment, to-
gether with the numerous modifications in the cur-
riculum of the hlgh schools, affected the. teacher
training programs in both the normal schools and
the colleges and universities.

Since the latter could no longer train the horde
of teachers needed for the high schools, the normal
schools assumed part of the burden of training these
teachers. Since World War I our normal schools. -
have undergone great changes. Most of them now =
demand a high school diploma for admission and
offer a four-year course leading to a bachelor’s de- =
gree. Our normal schools have become teachers’ . -
colleges and colleges of education, training high
school teachers for the multifarious branches taught
in our secondary schools as well as elementary
teachers. A few are even oﬂ"fermg courses leadlng
to a master’s degree. ‘ s

The tremendous growth of the hlgh schools also x
forced the colleges and universities to make a de01— o
sion. They could either continue to educate the1r_'f g
students in terms of the traditional college . curmcu— T




*by surrendering the function of teacher trammg to

~riculum so as to include the professional courses

+ which the legislatures of most states had made a

- pre-requisite for a teaching certificate. Since al-
- ~most half of their graduates entered upon teachmg,

Co the colleges have chosen, in many instances reluc-
e tantly, the latter alternative.

L " At this point attention should be called to at least
" two results of these developments. In the first
' place in their efforts to supply a sufficient number
of teachers for our rapidly expanding school sys-
. tem, teacher training institutions have sacrificed
- quality for quantity with the result that, on the
~ average, the American teacher has not attained a
‘high academic status: Secondly, the expansion of

~sies and disagreements between normal schools and
. _colleges. The liberal arts departments in the col-
L leges have been crltlcal of the’'normal schools, teach-
©_ers’ colleges, and schools of education and their
graduates while the latter accuse the former of
' living in an ivory tower and lacking a grasp of
- public education. The recent report of the Harvard
. Committee, General Education In a Free Society,
- _touching upon this disagreement, comments as fol-
. lows, “But the consequences have been grave, not
- only the misunderstanding already noted but loss
S -of ‘any continuing interchange whereby each group
,,f"_mlght inform and influence the other. This report
- is, in some sense, only an attempt to bridge, so far
= as ‘possible at this date and by such means, this
‘divid’ing canyon.”

An Approusal

SECT This brief review of teacher training in our coun-
. try reveals a complex if not confused situation. Ex-
. perimentation and change have characterized our

- . teacher training.. No clearly conceived overall pat-
 tern of teacher education has as yet emerged. The
-~ normal schools and teacher colleges have stressed
. methodology and technique at the expense of aca-

demic training. -Altogether too frequently this
~ methodology and technique concerned itself with
. specific devices and approaches- rather than with
- broad principles of method growing out of a funda-
- mental philosophy of education. Colleges, on the

“cialized departmental subject-matter fields to the
-~ exclusion of professional training. Neither the
" teachers’ colleges nor the liberal arts colleges have

- general education as a basis for ‘teacher training.
Throughout one detects the absence of a fundamen-
-+ tal unifying principle, the lack of an inclusive basic

- philosophy. The pragmatlc sanctions of change, ad-
o Justment and compromlse characterize the present
. *gprogram ‘

T :,186 S

‘Ium W1th no regard for profess1ona1 tralmng there-n

other institutions or they could modify their cur-

‘qualified students devote themselves to it.-

_teacher training has led to unpleasant controver-

g ‘other hand, have tended to be solicitous about spe--

: worked out an adequate broad basic program of

In the hght of these conclus1ons 1t is small Won-g :
der that teaching is not highly respected by the
general public. Because it is not highly respected,
it is the poorest paid of all the professions. Because
it is so poorly paid, comparatively few of the better
The
words of the old English schoolmaster Mulcaster,

Our calling creeps low and hath pain for
companion, -

Still thrust to the wall though still con-
fessed good,

are still applicable to the teaching profess1on ‘today ~

As long as the present situation continues, rapld o

teacher turnover and the fluctuation of teacher sup-
ply and demand referred to earlier in this artlcle -
will remain. R

Situation in Qur

k Christian Schools

Our free Christian school movement has not re- N

mained unaffected by this trend of affairs. Being -
part of the American’ educational scene the Chris-
tian schools have felt the impact of the forces and
influences affectlng the teaching profession gener- -
ally. In our schools also, teacher turn-over has been

too high. We too are faced with a current teacher =
shortage of serious dimensions, aggravated by theg’ :

fact that the number of Christian schools has been
rapidly increasing in recent years. Too many of

our teachers lack adequate training. These facts
are indicative of a serious problem demand1ng solu-f, s

tion. . L
To solve this problem is not an easy task. - How-

ever, the first step toward a solution is a- reahstl,c ok
awareness of its existence and urgency. All of us

—school boards, teachers, professors, ministers, and

our school constituencies—should honestly face its b

seriousness and consider steps toward its solution.

Suggested
Improvements

A few suggestions as to the 1mmed1ate steps to be

taken may be offered. Mindful of the Biblical in-

junction that “a laborer is worthy of his hire,” we
should devise ways and means to augment our
school finances so that higher salaries can be paid to
our teachers. While there is some improvement in
this respect, we should not relax our efforts in this
direction until the teaching ‘salaries in our schools”

~are at least on a par generally with those in the pub-.

lic schools. This, of course, implies that the stand-

ards for teacher training for our schools should not .

be a whit lower than those for the public schools.
Steps should be taken to insure better tenure for -

our teachers. If reports can be taken at face value,

teachers occasionally have been dismissed in the
past on rather flimsy grounds without an adequate

hearing. The policy of annual appointments is not
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‘“conduc1ve to- permanency of tenure Why should

a teacher after he has proven himself capable and

worthy not be given an indefinite appointment?
While noble beginnings have been made toward the
‘establishment of a teachers’ pension and retirement
. fund, our efforts should be directed toward its
strengthening and improvement.
Such measures should serve as an incentive to at-
tract capable and gifted young people to the teach-

‘ing profession and will go far to increase the res-
pect of our constituency for the Christian teacher.

However important they may be-—and what follows

.+ should not be construed as minimizing their impor-
- tance—our problem basically is a spiritual one in-

volving a scale of values.

| The Government

and L1berty of Conscuence

~ schools becatuise of material considerations but that

What is needed above all is not that young people,f‘
be attracted toward teaching in our Christian =

they be challenged and inspired by the spiritual -
ideals and values for which our schools stand. Our
leaders should constantly place before our young .
people the challenge of Christian service in our -
schools. We as supporters of the Christian school - |
by setting an example of sacrifice in prov1d1ng o
ample funds for the support of our schools can do .
much to encourage our leaders in holding up this ™
challenge. Without such an example of heroic -
sacrifice on the part of not a few, but of all buta -
few of our constituency, the challenge will go 1arge-
ly unheeded. S

e

~on ‘earth possessed liberty of conscience; He
alone could say, “Which of you convicteth me
-~ . of sin?” (John 8:46a.) He alone prayed in per-
~fection, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup

IN THE absolute sense only Jesus' Christ while

: .pass away from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but

“as thou wilt.” (Matthew 26:39b.) True liberty of

- conscience belongs only to him who is wholly free
-~ from sin and in perfect submission to the will of

God both in worship and in service. Liberty of con-
science is freedom within law..

© Strictly speaking, only they possess liberty of
- conscience, and that only in principle, who have
~ been justified by God because they have been freed

. from condemnation through Jesus Christ (Romans
w* . 8:33-35), and who have been sanctified by the Holy
-Spirit so that the conscience has been cleansed from

- dead works to serve the living God. (Hebrews
9114 , : :
 There is a sense in which everyone does possess
liberty of conscience. It then refers to a man’s pre-
rogative to think his own thoughts or to hold an
inner belief. No coercion can change this and no
power can destroy it. Think of the martyrs who
preserved their consciences inviolate while burning
" at the stake. Consider the champions of liberty and
 the devotees of science, who retained their inner
,'behefs though their voices were silenced and thelr

lives forfelted PR

* *
- What is meant in this article is liberty of con-
science as an inherent right of the individual be-

~APRIL; 1946

It involves all of these within the proper limits

John Weidenaar
Minister Fuller Ave. Chr. Ref: Church =~

) Grand Rapids, Mich. " ..

cause of the fact that man was made in the image -
of God. The government does not confer it but -
must recogmze and guarantee it by constltutlonalf??"
prov1s1on and legal enactment. Liberty" of ' con-.
science means more, therefore, than a man’s. r1gh
to think his' own thoughts or to hold an inner be:
lief. Freedom of thought and belief is truncated
unless it also include freedom of speech, of th
press, of action, of assembly, and of orgamzat1o

law. This elaboration of the idea of liberty of con
science is in accord with the Scriptural teachin
of the dual nature of man as possessing both b
and soul so that the inner life seeks and demand
outer expression. Cultus mternus calls for cul
externus. :

Because 1iberty involves law, it follows that‘l
erty of conscience has limitations. The nature
these limits is determined first by the character of
the sphere in which hberty of conscience is opera'
tive and next by the number and character of the
other spheres in which it is also operative. In thegf{“
Church, for example, a person’s liberty of con-
science is defined and delimited by the confession,
church order, and liturgy which. the Church ad-
heres to and under the authority of which a per-
son is providentially born and properly subJectedV;ﬁc
to as a minor or voluntarily subscribes to as an
adult. - Liberty of conscience in the Church can
therefore never justify doctrinal 1nd1fferent1sm )
But we are now concerned with liberty of con-f
science as it should be acknowledged by the govern— X
ment. e

o1




aa f,rnent with respect to liberty of conscience, we must

- character of governmental authority in particular.
-~ The Triune. God alone possesses absolute sovereign-
"ty by which we mean that every one is answerable
to God and that God is answerable to no one but
~ “to Himself. Paul teaches in Romans 13:1 that there
~is no power but of God and the powers that be are

- mediate His authority through the agency of men
ordained by Him and who exercise this authority
under Him. Accordingly, we must stress the fact
‘that governmental authority is first of all derivative
in character since it is ‘of God.’
+ Next, governmental authority may be called sin-
conditioned. This does not imply that there was no
. governmental authority before sin came. To the
- contrary, governmental authority is original in the
" 'sense that it was given at creation by virtue of
. divine appointment. God ordained Adam to be the
- head. of creation under God,—see Genesis 2 and
~ Romans 5. It may be assumed that this authority
- conferred upon Adam would have functioned nor-
‘mally and organically had not sin come into the
~world. The acknowledged economic priority-of God
o the Father in the Divine Trinity and the creation
—~of ‘man in the imago Dei renders reasonable and
V,;";rnecessary the position that even apart from sin
. ~~there would have been authority and government
in the world of men upon earth. By so much more
~the need of authority and government is accentu-
‘ated and pronounced because of the rebellious and
. divisive character of sin. The paternal and patri-

. even though it was augmented by the striving of
.. God’s Spirit with man, proved to be inadequate and
served to demonstrate the rebellious and divisive
~ and consequent mortal character of sin which cul-
' ‘minated in the Deluge. After the Deluge, God in-

- stituted governmental authority and made it oper-

~ative within the framework of man’s depravity,—

"jsee Genesis 8:22, and note in particular the amaz-

" ing parallel between the ordinances of Genesis 9

ence to be observed in the midst of the sunllarlty

- is the fact that God’s ordinances are now sin-con-
- ditioned.

. Since divine author1 ty is medlated not only

,‘through_the government but also through other

spheres such as Church, Society, Family, and Indi-

- vidual, it follows from this distributive mediation

. that civil authority is limited ‘by the operation of

authority within these other legitimate spheres. Tt

_+.also follows that a certain pmomty must be ceded

‘and logically prior and also wider in scope than all
other authority spheres. According to Genesis 9,

:,thorit~y is only operative over those in the Church;
- ~Family authority over those in the family, et cetera.

In order to spec1fy the duty of the 01v1l govern—y

consider the nature of authority in general and the

- ordained of God. It has pleased God, however, to

,"\;y“kaI‘Chlc authority wielded by Adam after sin came,

“and those given at creation. The one great differ-

: “to c1v11 authority inasmuch as it is both temporally

‘¢ivil authority embraces all men while Church au--

it follows that this authority is external in charac-
ter. The fact that in Genesis 9 this sin-conditioned

" Governmental authorlty is. for the protectlon andt N
\preservatlon of this life (see Genesis 9 and the use
of the term God and_not Jehovah); is a terror to
the evil and for pralse to the good: (Romans 13); is - -
in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life -
(I Timothy 2); and for vengeance on evildoers and’
for praise to them that do well (I Peter 2). Hence,

civil government was added to the previously ex- -

isting inner constraint of the Spirit of God, clearly:
suggests that civil authority stresses outer conduct .
rather than inner attitude, and that it is concerned -
only with this temporal life, and interested in the

preservation of law and order among men.

b #

*

The separation of Church and State, insofar as it
is an acknowledgment of the distributive character

of the mediation of divine authority, contributed

largely to the development of liberty of conscience. -
It must not be overlooked, however, that the break-"

up of the Roman Catholic Church at the Refor-
mation, whereby the conception of the one visible

Church was successfully challenged, also contri- -
buted mightily to the growth of liberty of con-
science. Maintaining that the Church has the right =
and duty to hold to its confession, church order, and . =
liturgy; it follows that in the one visible Church,
the individual church member would be compelled -

to assent upon penalty of being excluded from the
one Church of Christ in case of dissent. The con-

ception of the one visible Church was therefore just: -
as much to blame for lack of liberty of conscience

as was the union of Church and State. According- °

ly, we hold that denominationalism—or better, the
plur1form1ty of the Church——ls essential to hbertyj,

of conscience.

Civil government is exclusively charged with ,th’ke :
~ preservation and protection of this temporal life. -
Since the civil government embraces within its

scope Catholics, Protestants, Jews, and unbelievers

generally, and is not charged with the preaching of =
the Gospel (which belongs to the sphere of the:
Church), the civil government must be neutral offi-
cially in the matter of religious convictions, neither

propagating nor opposing the one view or the other.

But because the operation of liberty of conscience
‘might conceivably be employed in defense of prac-

tices inconsistent with good morality and might
thus endanger the life of the State, it follows that
the civil government must have some standard by
which it can define good order and morality. This
standard is furnished by ‘natural law’ as set forth

in Romans 1:14-16. This ‘natural law” of Romans 1

-

is more fully detailed in the decalogue. Bearing in k

mind the external character of governmental au-
thority, we may speak of the external use of the = -
decalogue as ‘the norm for the government’s con-
ception of good order and morality. The original.
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) 3 ,and essent1a1 un1ty betWeen natural laW and the
~decalogue is confirmed by the fact that we find in

-all civil governments in their corpus definite traces

- and- clear indications of external -agreement with

the provisions of the decalogue. In a democracy
especially, the civil government is more or less re-
-sponsive to the will and sentiment of the people in
- its determination of what is proper and decent. It
~ is therefore incumbent upon the Church in particu-
. lar, and the other spheres of authority such as So-
ciety, Family, and Individual in general, to do all
~ in their power and in agreement with their respec-
tive duties and limitations to ‘let their light shine’

" not through legal enactment but through moral in-

‘fluence upon the tone and shading of public opinion.

#% *
*

In the light of the preceding we may outline the
 duty of the civil government as follows: Broadly
speaking, in respect to the first table of the law, the
~civil government must recognize and acknowledge

liberty of conscience. With-reference to the second -

table of the law, the civil government must provide
for good order, morality, and decency by an exter-
nal - interpretation and enforcement of the com-

-~ mandments of the second table. In greater detail

- we should specify as follows: Civil government
- must insure religious freedom. This is necessary

because religion .is profitable also for this life. In

~ doing so, the government must not seek to deter-
mine which religion must be espoused by its citi-

- zenry; nor must it specify how God must be wor-

- shipped. This latter determination belongs to the
.. sphere of the Church. The Church never coerces
© physically; its function is to proclaim the will of
" God and to persuade men. The name of God must

y .not. be profaned. Government is concerned with
~ this because it is an institution of God. Moreover,

©.the profanation of the name of God would render
~impossible or ineffective the highly necessary and
. important recourse to the use of the oath. The
Lord’s day or some one day in seven must be set
- aside and provision must be made whereby the peo-
~_ple can rest in order that they may have opportu-
~nity to observe their religious duties. Government
must recognize the authority of the Church (es),

Society, Family, and Individual. - When the Church

(es) seek to interfere unlawfully by attempting to
set-up a State religion, it is-the duty of the govern-
ment to resist and, if need arise, by the use of the

sword. When parents ’rieglect to educate their chil-

“dren, government must insist upon their duty to.do -

so and enforce this duty. This may require taking
certain neglected children under its tutelage for
the time being; but the proper procedure is to refer
the education to the parents as their obligation. -
When the employer or laborer fails to recognize his -
duty, the government may have to interfere to
maintain the rights and duties of both. The govern- - .
ment serves as an arbiter, as a court of appeal, but .
never as a substitute for either. The government
must maintain the honorable character of marriage . -
and must be guided by the moral consciousness of
the governed. Private property must be maintain-
ed. Freedom of speech and the press must be pro-
vided but not to the extent of allowing false wit-
ness and slander to prevail. Capital puni’shmentﬁ
must be enforced. Apart from any recourse to
statistics, it is reasonable to believe that since God’ T
ordained it for the maintenance of justice and for
the preservation of human society, it serves- this =
purpose admirably. As a corollary to the precedmg U
it follows that governments may be called to en- .
gage in war. Nations as well as individuals may
menace the life of mankind. The government has
the right and duty to collect taxes.

~ In agreement with article 36 of the Belglc Con—
fession of Faith adopted by the Reformed Churches -
at the Synod of Dort held in 1618-19, we believe

that a creedal statement should specify three thmgs
first, the origin of the government; next, the offi
of the governors; and third, the obedience of th
governed. In the light of what we have adduced
we hold that the office of the governors - can be
stated as follows:

The office of the Civil Rulers is: First,"to
‘have regard unto and watch for the welfare
of the Civil State.” Second, to recognize an
protect the sovereignty of the Church(es) in
the worship of God, of Society in the right to
labor and assemble, of the Parents in the ca
- and nurture of their children, wards, and de:
pendents; and of the Individual in his freedom
of conscience, person, and possessions. "Third
to serve by way of exception as an émergency
“arbiter but never as a substitute when these
are in open conflict with each other, and when.
any one of them jeopardizes the external =
morality, good order, and safety of the c1t1—
zenry. O

o I
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We Assume Too Much

>OWO years overseas duty as a chaplain in-
cluded assignments to units in India,
-  Burma, and China. Such a short stay in the
, Orient hardly qualifies one to write authori-
" tatively on foreign affairs! Visiting the East thus,
~ however, does instil a deeper appreciation of the
. various vexing problems ever present The West-
- ern Christian makes ready comparisons with his
~_religion as he witnesses the re11g1ous exercises and
. observes the indigenous religion in action in the

‘lives of the people. The Hindus, Mohammedans,
- and Buddhists live out their respective convictions.
. Observations lead to reflections and conclusions.
' Among other musings we wonder how Christian

- Both India and China present a variety of con-
g trasts There is extreme poverty among so many
~ and abundance for so few. Thousands of the in-
_habitants merely exist as they frantically hurry
‘about their daily tasks while others seem to move
. about in luxury and complete indifference. Here
LS unsurpassed beauty in nature and as it comes to
. expression in some -of the temples for worship.
~~ However, here is also that sordid and mean ugli-
o ness in many areas of human habitation.

AJthough the average individual seems little con-
~cerned ‘with his religion, except at stated times,
- which is also characteristically American, it is true
that the outlook upon life and living itself in the

. Orient are religiously conditioned. Our- men were

. definitely impressed by their attitude of indiffer-

 ence toward the wellbeing of an individual soul.

- . After all, death’is regarded as merely the termina-

.. tion of a rather intolerable existence—a fortui-

- tous release. Man is only a drop in the ocean of
. existence, we are told. And so.with easy American
. frankness the peoples of these lands are classified
- as heathen. The average American soldier unques-
- tioningly assumes that he by contrast is Christian.

I am not primarily interested just now whether
~that classification is true or false. Moreover, it was
~decidedly heartening to come into contact with con-
_secrated Christians in India and China. We were
~reminded of Paul’s statement in Ephesians: Now

; “therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners

- but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the house—
~hold of God.

I am, however, deeply concerned Wlth the as-

,sumptlon of the average American soldier. He as-

- sumes too much when he calls himself a Christian.

- The religion of too many men, as it comes to expres-

. we as a nation really are. Do we assume too much?

- sion’ in  action, demands examination. Many as-

Marinus Goote

Recent, Army Chaplain-’

sume they are “Christian” simply because they are
not “heathen.” We too reflect our beliefs by our
actions. And an examination of the sum-total qual-
ity of our actions, apart from our specific task in .
the armed forces, leaves us as Americans hardly in
a position where we can call ourselves Christian,
At least the content of the name has certainly been_ .
diluted. §

When the “religious preference” of the men in
the service indicated a high percentage of Catholic
and Protestant Christians, while sincere religious -
devotion presented another less colored plcture,
there was something wrong. ‘

When according to the records the larger percent- o
age of the personnel of a given unit were Protes-
tants, while at the same time in belief and practice
a much smaller number were Protestants indeed,

‘then something was radically wrong. .

When the much publicized “foxhole” rehg1on'“'

seemed to be indicative of a needed revival in things -

sp1r1tua1 while subsequent inconsistency in Chris-

tian practice presents another story, then it be-
comes imperative to reéxamine the character: of;

our Chrlstlanlty Are we essentially Christian or .

non-Christian in our- national life? Our nOI’l-ChI'lS-’;: f

tian morality must mean something. : L
The tragic situation comes home when. we reahze’l",

that the attitudes and actions of the average sol-
dier in the service reflect the attitudes and act1ons_;_ :

of those at home. Attitudes toward life, home, sex, -
and religion are basically the same within the serv-
ice as without. Everywhere the standard for action .
has become, “Get what you can but don’t get -

caught.” There are evidences of this in every
sphere of human endeavor. There is no objective

norm or standard. God’s law.is not taken into con-

sideration. The approach is pragmatism in the raw. .

It is less than the criterion for action among the
heathen since it is more brutal. This ego—expedient

approach has no room for God or gods since it is so.

essentially selfish. It surely is not Chrlstlan And]
yet how many live by it!

Men have turned away from God and enthroned :
man. The creature has displaced the Creator. Again -
history has written in large letters for all to see

that the “intrinsically good” man, needing only edu-
cation, was not as good as some so optimistically -
- assumed. We were told that there is no need for’

rebirth. No place for a Divine Savior. And yet on

every hand the “brute” in man came to fuller ex- -
pression. In politics, in business, and in social re- -

1at1onsh1ps a non-Christian morahty predominates. -
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nity for Calvinism!
-~ action become?
© . If there is no return there will only be a con-

| whileSEWe contmue to call “ourselve‘s‘ Christian, No

e wonder so many of the service men assumed they

were Christian simply " because they were not -as
* the heathen.

~ Today we Americans are in the tragic pos1t1on of
appearing Christian while in reality being on the
whole non-Christian. We play a fine role in this
tragedy. Our actions speak more loudly than our
words. It is high time for decision. We have too

- long “forgotten the name of our God or unto an

idol our hands spread abroad.” In God’s providence
this sin has again been uncovered at the cost of
much suffering and pain.

- There are two courses open. On the one hand

there is the way of return to the living God by

repentance. In that way we will be able to bear
‘honorably the name Christian, for thus only is the

" Man of Galilee truly acknowledged as the Lord

‘Jesus Christ.

In the present postwar period our God-centered
“world and life view” has an unlimited sphere for
witnessing. The leaven of the true Reformation
- spirit must permeate the loaf of our American life.
~ Thank God for those who have a program of action
 which honors Him and recognizes His Sovereignty
in all of life. What an opportunity this land pre-
‘sents to consecrated believers! What an opportu-
How united will Evangelical

- 't1nuat10n along the road of brutal self-expression.
Merely recognizing the brutality of sin does not

~.constitute a return. In almost every sphere of hu-

~ man’ activity we see more than enough of the
~ selfish expression of the criterion “get what you
can get,” Too long we have assumed too much.

- We as a people perlsh because of lack of knowl-
: ~edge .of Hlm

- As To Being Religious
~=y ROM the beginning of time, man has been
B found in all the various gradations between
" barbarity and highly-developed civilization.
But one thing has remained unchanged.

- He has continued to be a desperately earnestly, ex-

~ clusively religious creature. Should we say that
this is his one redeeming feature? Many a preacher
“mouths a vast deal of nonsense about God’s faith in
man’s religious instincts. Brochures are written
and speeches: are made about Religious Power,
Religious Education, Religious Surveys, Religious
- News and many more of the same ilk, all on the as-
~sumption that hope is to be found in the religious

instinct of man.
- The oppos1te is true. Man’s religious instinct is
_the greatest snare in his life. Following that power-
~ ful instinct he gives his heart’s loyalty to any one
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‘or in the geometric precision of a fluted pillar. He -

‘would have found no fault with Athens. There was

sumed that education could solve the world’s prob-

of a million things. Ask a man for an honest an- =

swer ‘to the question, “What would you want to =
keep if you had to lose everything else?” or “What
will you be leaning on the day that Death comes -
tapping at your door?” and his answer, if it were '
honest might be, “Myself,” “My position in the com-" -
munity,” “My Family,” “My consistently moral
life,” or perhaps nothing more than a vague, “Oh,
I dont know, I guess: everything will come out all
right’—however vague and unsatisfactory, - that = -
answer is that man’s religion. Every man has some
kind of answer to those and kindred questions. And "~
there is no time in history when more eager and

yearning; but withal confused answers were given =
to such questions as is the case today. Man has
always been religious, especially in times of stress.
And today, with virtually everything in a state of
unrest, with the dread of unheard-of scientific .
powers gleaming on every horizon, man is more re-
ligious than ever. :

How does the B1b1e react to all that rehg1051ty‘? =
We see the impact of Bible Truth upon that phe-
nomenon in the year 53 A.D. in the city that claimed,
with all show of rightness, the title of “Queen of
the Glory that was Greece.” Paul of Tarsus wasa
lover of truth and he might have found occasion to-

stop often to ponder the sage proverbs etched upon .

the marble facades of temples and schools. ‘He 7
loved beauty and his fingers may have run lovingly
along the graceful contours of famous sculptures, -

was an admirer of athletics and he may have St‘do‘dy',’
in admiration as a marathon runner practlced in
the arena. :

But none of these things caught his‘most"av
attention. He stood, one day, lost in reverie, before
a single altar bearin g an inscription that at one -
stroke thrust the foundation from under the Vaunted'
Hellenic civilization, “To the unknown god P

If Paul were as convinced as some: moderns of
the idea that faith is the essence of religion, he

faith enough to have overflowed into despair. I
he had thought that religion were man’s redeeming
feature, he'd have been well-satisfied with Athens
There was religion enough and to spare. If he as-

lems, what more could he wish? The schools crowd- .
ed upon one another in Athens. If he had stood
with most moderns in the belief that faith in God
is sufficient for salvation, he would have seen - in
that altar a very hopeful symptom. It was an indi-
cation that the gropings of Plato and others toward.
the belief that there must be one Supreme Bemg,, :
were bearing fruit. :

There is only one reason why Paul could reason-
ably have made the attempt to arise on Mars Hill -
and expose the empty vanity of man’s blind grop- -

1ng religions. It was because he believed that faith

is vain unless it be faith in the One Only True Ob—




risen Savior sent from Heaven—faith in God means
- " nothing unless it be surrendered faith in the God
-~ revealed in Jesus of Nazareth. Those who talk to-
~day about faith in God and ignore Jesus might as

_ "]ect of fa1th—-educat10n is nonsense unless 1t brlngsv “well be ,'Mohar‘h‘meéiaris.’e
knowledge of the True God~—rehg10n is a thing of

L ,Satamc force unless it be rooted in the crucified and-

\ God apart from - Jesus
Christ is a Being as non-existent as Allah or Bhakti.
We are not saved from sin by accepting the Chris-
tian Religion—let all religious scholastics take heed!
—we are redeemed by personal surrender of life
and will to Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God!
-—-ALA BANDON .

From Our Correspondents

THE REFORMED CHURCHES IN THE
 NETHERLANDS

Dordrecht, Holland,
February 22, 1946.

L ‘\ Deaxr Dr Bouma
N the midst of all the commotlon ¢connected with moving I
,~slt down to write this letter. As you know, I am leaving
“Dordrecht for Groningen. I felt I should accept this eall,
"not because of any desire to leave Dordt, but because the work
at Gxomngen appears to be even more urgent and necessary.
I believe Groningen is the largest of all the Reformed Churches
“'in-the: Netherlands and in this place the controversy connected
“ with- the Schilder issue was so violent, that this church was
;~,s1mply split in' two. Together with Kampen and -Enschede,
: *’(zlonlngen is outstanding in the Schilder schism.
+ From the nature of the case, it is hence all- 1mportant that
'v'there be a full quota of ministers in this large church. That is
‘the ‘sole’ reason .for my change. Please do not. think that I

: concerned, I.am. envious of you people with -your  peaceful
“ .church life in America! By all means be on your guard lest

_you ‘develop a similar situation. It is simply terrible.

‘We are. domg all in our power to stop the schism and, if pos-

.sible, even to heal the breach. With this-in view a special

year, which would take up all matters of complaint and appeal.

~As I informed you in an earlier letter, also I was delegated by
“our Prov1nc1a1 Synod ‘to this General Synod. This Synod is
" jiow in-session.. Let me give you some details. '

The General Synod

" The man who was. elected President (Moderator)

is an

the doctrinal ‘A-group, the president of the Board of Trustees
'of the Theological School at Kampen. Four committees were
. 'appomted Oiie for all-appeals bearing upon doctrinal matters.
‘Another for cases of appeal bearing upon constitutional mat-
“ters. To a third all documents bearing upon the restoration of
“unity are entrusted. And a fourth for miscellaneous matters,
I was assigned to the third committee and was made its clerk
(reporter).  This means that one must shoulder the lion’s share
“of -the work. -

““Our Committee has made far-reaching proposals to the Synod.
First of all, in the light of some 55 communications we came
to the conclusion that a conference must be held with the so-
©, . called liberated churches. And likewise, that such a couference
"~ should be held with the Christian Reformed Church, which, as
. you know, is the group which refused to join the union between
"the* Secession Church of 1834 with the “Doleantie” movement

~.0of 71886, which union was effected in 1892,
o Perhaps you ask, why have a conference :with both of these
.groups at the same time? Because the issues raised by both
. groups concerns the covenant of grace. The basis for this col-
o iloquy willbe. the Word of God and ‘our commonly recognized
“:.doctrinal standards known as the Threé Forms of Unity., It is

relish living in the midst of controversy. - As far as that is

‘return once they read this new formulation.
"ynod was called to meet in January and February of this

-emphasis upon the human responsibility of every covenant memn-

kv,;elderly minister, the Rev. Duursema, known as belonging to

our sincere hope that, seeing our Synod explicitly requests this
conference, these two other bodies will not refuse this extended - -
hand. E : ~
: " Proposed Revision

I must add that a rather radical decision was made at the. -
suggestion of both our Committee (No. 8) and of Committee
No. 1, to the effect-that the much disputed formula of 1905 will
be exchanged for another. It.constantly appears' that certain
terms used in this 1905 formula are a source of misunderstand- . ..
ing. If such misunderstandings can be removed by a totally
new. formulation, is it not our duty to do so? Drafting a new” -

“formulation ‘is, of course, not to be construed as relinquishing

any of the truths professed on an earlier occasion. - On the =
contrary, it is the desire of Symod to give an even clearer ex-
pression to such truths. Synod was not at once ready to pass
such a resolution. It took much dlscusswn But the dec1swn
has been reached. :
This new formulation is now being drafted. We tlust that, B
for many burdened hearts still in the chulch it will serve to.
show them cleally that there is no occasion to leave, and that.: -
they will be ready and eager to resume the work of bulldlng e
up the Church, It will serve to relieve the tension. M01eove1," e
we expect that many of those who have left-the Church will-
In my next letterﬁ_‘ -
I hope to give you this new formulation, which has not yet -~
been completed and adopted. I can say, however, that it w111~“r
express the same idea as that adopted in 1905, but with gr eate1

ber—a matter not .at issue in 1905. Also the matter of the
relation between election and covenant will come to expressio v

The Present Situation

Prayerfully we are in hopes that this may lead to ;bleeeed’
results. We regret, of course, that Dr. Schilder without so0.

“much as awaiting the outcome of this Synod, proceeded to fotind:

a new Theological School, as if réturn is completely excluded. >
But I can give all my correspondents who mentioned this mat- -,
ter the assurance that the Reformed Churches are doing all. ™
that is possible and legitimate to attain reconciliation and unity’
without sacrifice of the truth.” I am pleased to note that many
of you in America take a lively interest in what happens in -
our churches. If it should please the Lord to give us unity
with the “liberated” and with the Christian Reformed Church,

“ we could then also proceed to make contact with others loyal to

the Reformed Faith for instance in the old national church, de
Nederlandsche Hervormde Kerk.

There are many other difficult matters before Synod, as our :
missions in the (Dutch) East Indies; the spiritual care of im- ..
prisoned Quislings or Dutch Nazi sympathizers. The spiritual .
care of the army also calls for new measures, I can say-that, -
despite difficult problems, a fine spirit of fraternal unity pre--
vails. We feel that many prayers ascend in our behalf, and
would bespeak also your prayerful intercession for our churches.

It is a regrettable situation when' those who profess the name - -
of Christ are divided and waste their energies in controversy.,
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?’natlonal freedom, ‘the pit and marrow of our former national
o _;glmy, also now offers the ‘only - hope for” the fututre of our
o gleatly afficted nation. . May youw in the United States never

‘nation. to which you belong will lose its vitality ‘unless _you

~sage of God .for the whole of human life!

I bid you good-bye. This is my last letter from the: c1ty of
= Dort,” the city so famous in our church hlst01y Sincere
g1eet1ngs : : e
Yours as ever,
eI . ’ PIETER PRINS.
.AS My new add1ess w111 be Mesdagplem 2, Groningefi.

FROM EGYPT AND PALESTINE

118 Sharia El-Kasr El- A1n1,
.The . American UmverSIty at’ Cairo,
Cairo, ‘Egypt, . .

- February 28, 1946,

i

1.;’Cla1ence Bouma,
Dchtor CALVIN . ForumMm,
“C ner BenJamln and F1ank11n,

nd Raplds, Mlchlgan ,

Dear Editor: =~ '

INCE. this ‘is my ﬁrst attempt as the Cano co1respondent

hat it is a pleasure to share with  its readers. such infor-

~ffthe Near East as. ‘may be helpful ‘and intéresting. At a time

like this’ Cairo; as the citadel of Moslem strength and as. the

jef - center of the strongest state in the new ‘Arab League, is
oubtedly the pulse of -the ent1re Near East .

~ Visiting Mlssmnarles

any m1ss1onar1es ‘and several mission ;board oﬂ"xclals have
passmg through Cairo during the last few weeks. on their
ay. to and from various countries in this part of the world
_The ansholm, ‘which docked ~at  Alexandria ‘on' 'J anuary - 27,
carried. mlssmnary personnel and their families to the number

e thls area, Mmany were stranded inCairo for several weeks be—
" fme dlscoverlng a way of reachmg their posts. ~Some were
headed as far south as 'Rhodesia, ' and others were attempting
to fs‘ec‘ure facilities. for- travel west to Nigeria-and the Gold
Coast. It ‘was interesting .to note that about one-third of this
“group belonged to the so-called “falth*mlSSlon groups.
ission’officials. who passed th1ough Cairo was Dr. Glora Wys-
mer;: gecretary of the committee on work among Moslems of
" the Foreign Missions’  Conference of North- America.

, the Near. Bast,© Dr. Lersy Dodds, secretary for India’ of’ the

i F01e1gn ‘Board of Missions, Presbyterian, U.S:A., spent several

days in Cairo en route from India. Although missionaries are

" beginning to return to this part of the world and new recruits

" dre: arriving ‘on. the field, there continues a pressing need for

- “new personnel in almost every' station’ in Moslem countries.
Th1s is" especlally true in Iran and Iraq

. 70On February 3 Dr. E. Stanley Jones, who found it necessary

o to-stop over for a few days in Calro on his way to India,

7p1eached a ‘sermon at the evemng gervice at the American

" church,

‘government ‘based.on the. federal pattern of the United.States.

“He: drew his analogles and:; exposmon for the most part from

‘Amerlcan hlstory

contalned many Egyptlans :

Pohtlcal Dlsorder V

1I'ty of sudden crisis and change in Egy‘yptlan,,pohtlcs On the

The sanie Calwmsm whlch formelly was: the c1ad1e of Our . government to take stronger ‘aetion in the negotlat

‘no .doubt, a considerable effort on .the part of. the oppos 1

““hecome blind to the immeasurable value of Calvinism. The great

f'[‘champlon the ‘¢all of Calvinism, i.e;, the full arid precious mes-

In the fracas a few students in their haste to ‘escape Jump

- small group; taking their dead comrade with them, locked the

_ From the balcony of our room we could. view several lar

“want the Sudan”,
“for what was ‘strangely .designated . as “Evacuation’ Da;

for THE CALVIN ForuM, let me say: simply and quickly .

~mation. and. 1ns1ghts concerning rellglous and polltlcal events in-

- soldiers in the lorries had already been stoned farth

‘the barracks and attacked several’ other lorries that -inno

_fired several rounds into the air and a few into the cro
of almost eighty. ~Since’ transportatlon dlfﬁcultles continue in -

. where British soldiers were known to frequent.

Among .
racks), several faculty members ‘and their wives viewed
- entire assault from the roof.
Miss  imity of the university to the scene of action, there were ru

“Wysmer had returned from a study trip of Moslem missions in .

His ‘sermon’ constituted 'a fervent 'plea for a world

He. spoke to a capaclty audlence whlch

It is also said that the few Christian Jews: among’ thes
. being’ persecuted by their more orthodox nelghbors “Ho

Recent events in Calro have agaln demonstrated the possl—”
" Jewish agitation for & Jewish- state—~p011trca1 ”Z1on

treaty Tevision with the’British government. “There
parties to create trouble for the government: in" power.
police were in readines¥ to quell any such student’ action,
when a large group endeavored to cross one of the N ile’s. larg
bridges, theé armed guards beat back’ the students. with clubs

over the blldge into the river, One student was killed, and
selves in the medical building on.the un1vers1ty ground 1
where they were ultlmately dislodged by the police.: Th

krosky ‘cabinet was ‘compelled to resign, supposedly” bec
its strong-armed methods with the students, but perhaps mor
likely because the premler had failed to consult with ‘hi
leagues of ‘the cabinet in handling the s1tuat10n When th
failed to’ support him, he was forced to. resign.’ The new
mier, Ismail Sidky Pasha, is expected to pursue a more vi
policy.. For a few days during this: difficulty Cairo news
were. “forbidden to. pubhsh information concermng student

groups of students marching down the street below and -8hot
ing, “down Wlth the premler” “away with England”
On February 21 a general strike - was plai

Whlch the publie, led by student groups, expected to demonstra
their demands for English withdrawal from Egypt and t
About. twelve-thirty a huge crowd began to-form-in- the madan
near the Amerlcan University; The entire group began tos
in the general area of some English barracks locate
across from: the university when ~several Brltlsh Torries
peared from the oppos1te direction: Rumor has it that

so that upon -seeing the c¢rowd, they became ex01ted and
being w1111ng to risk ‘the fury.of the crowd, they: drove dir
into it. - Many were 1nJured and several were killed: T
angered the crowd that they set fire to the wooden fence a
drove towaid the barracks from other directions: The B
whereupon Egyptian police and soldiers belatedly - appe
During this time the B11t1sh cathedral nearby was ent
and. given over to mob ‘action as-were also several othe1
Alth,
several foreign. schools. were attacked, the American Uni
sity was untouched. Since much of the mob violence took
dirvectly in front of its gates (across from ‘the British

~Further, because of. the p

throughout the city that it too had suffered during the v101e
When interpreting these oceurrences of violence and mob'a
in Egypt, it must be remembered that they -are partly
result of a sensitive nationalism which-is 1mbumg even
masses who are probably ignorant of the larger SIgmﬁca
national and international events and partly the result of nation
party polities in which groups maneuver by creating, troub
A few piasters or a pound well placed is often sufficient
create a mob with the desired leadership. = Once started,
lence is taken up by street ruffians and some of Cauos ma,
homeless. waifs who attack anything 111d15c11m1nate1y

The Jews in Palestine

,k Ttravelers from. Palestine report. a- contintiously tense
ation in that country, Some of these affirm that the ma
of European Jews ‘who have settled’ there are most w ‘ha

the ‘Jewish problem-in “Palestine is not ‘at all religiv



Educatlonal News

ikh Mustafa Abdel Razek newly appomted Rector of- Al
Unlvers1ty, largest and oldest center of Moslem learning

hekworld s 8aid to be a- pronounced llberal in religious out- .

‘This:is the first time that such leadershlp has taken hold
in hlS cltadel of conservative Islam,

it saymg that he may not last: HlS appomtment 1s s1gn1—

cates the dlrectlon of the king’s ‘wishes,’ parhamentary ac-
pt nce, “and. at least’ the tolerance of: the sheiks of the Al
zhar. It must” be remembered: that hls example is more
t than his authorlty. : : o

hm ‘the next few months the Amerlcan Unlverslty plans
gerjes of four- lecturés under the :general topic of
and the World’s Rehgmns”
f the four outstandlng rellglous groups——Islam, Roman

nd exp101ed
a1y so ‘acute that every ‘human agerncy ought to be

“ it,” The immediate: aim is to stimulate a con-

usness of the practical respons1b111ty that each membe1 of
o1is falth bears toward the improvement of conditions
1gfor peace.
ersity, will Speak for Protestant Christianity. Shelkh
Abdel Razek, réctor of Al Azhar University, will repre-
oslem communlty Naum ' Effendi; chlef rabbi of the

ommumty, will. voice the-contributions: that should be:

by Jewish -orthodox fellowshlps And-Father de Bonne-
Jesult Father Superlor of the College de Sainte Famllle,
et forth ‘Catholic aims for world: ‘peace.

correspondent sends. cord1al greetlngs from Cano

©-Sineerely yours, -
.. EGBERT LUBBERS.

BOSTON LETTER

Boston, Massachusetts,
February 18; 1‘)46

‘7‘ Bowma amd ForUM Readers:

AVE been thinking a good deal about a statement ‘made

ecently from one of the leading Presbyterlan pulpits here
New England. The minister called attention to the fact
the. main not much religion is taught in the Christian
nd rone in the public school, hence the “only alternative’”
spititual neglect of our children is to teach them in the

) on Sunday.- I 'do not doubt but that most of the con-
gatlon thought the same way about it.” . Such a conclusion
me to. be taken for granted in most American churches.

his 1 1s 1ndeed the “only alternative”,

1§ in a sorry plight, for-the Sunday Schools are much
oorly attended than they were ten years ago,.and com-
atively few. of. either the younger or older geheration attend
":regularly Young -people’s ‘societies  quite :generally

N to ‘be - forum dlscusslons representing  personal - opinion

her than' teachlng programs- designed to inculcate “the re-.
aled truth “of: the Word:- And too many churches ‘are lacks

und: doctnne, as we well know. The so-called “only -
If we adopt it as the only

/6" is ther ef01e lnadequate

on’ We are still on -a sinking boat, albeit the boat does not
‘so fast as it otherwise would, :

ars now I have been a member of the Commlttee ;

ian Educatlon of the Gene1a1 Assembly of the Oltho-

A leadlng representatlve .

It is considered that ‘the problem of,

'it were: )
it th1ough to the-glory of the . Triune God - We  canno be

Dr. John -S. Badeau, president of the Amer1~”,

~column.

then American Chris-

thLL dreams come true? ~Dr. H. Beets durmg a v1s1t to

.« Churches of :South' Africa.
~-one of its ministers to.the Dutch Synod of 1927 aga good—wﬂl

on Sunday and has g1ven time ‘and money to: develop a program
.of "instruction .for the Sabbath schools of : the’ denomlnatxo

‘But its vision is not 11m1ted to -this work. “Just: because Chr1

" tian homes have largely. given up 1nstruct10n in religion does, :
_not necessarily mean that -this state of things must. continue; <7

and we- are doing what we can to- recapture. this lost”function
for the homes of God’s people. It will be a long, hard battle

.if we are in even a small measure successful, but would we be’
‘any whit justified in canceling this alternatlve Just because 1t,

-‘is difficult of achievement?”
Since he-owes his pos1— -

tioh to royal appointment  and parliamentary consent, it goes

Then there is the matter of our public schools and the fact :~~
that .God and His  Christ have no place in the 1nstructlon
offered. . Are we’ to dismiss the possibility of giving our boys
and- girls a formal education which™will enable them to recog'-

-nize the correct relatlonshlp between  God and:the créated uni
- verse?
‘termined to foster a Christian School program, even" though

"Our Committee answers in the negatlve We are d
many of our churches are small and the means of the1r people
11m1ted

~And- what shall we say of the possublllty of 1nstruct10n by
the pastor on days other than Sunday" We want to stress‘an.
adequate - catechetical . program- in every “church’ and-to. take "

" every advantage of opportunltles to- teach children du11ng the

week, in:the public schools or out of them, accordlng as t
state allows.

We have a long way to go. In fact we have only beg‘i
" But we have the vision and a determlnatlon to "

satisfied to say that there is but the one alternatlve, tha of
providing Sabbath lnstructlon in the ‘church. S :

- ForUM readers from Christian Reformed churches and other;
s1m11ar bodies are quite- familiar mth a total- proglam whlch
‘emphaslzes the various alternatlves I have suggested and
will perhaps wonder at stress belng given ‘them' in-a Forum
Is. there any purpose in calllng these: thlngs tot
attention .of those  who already forward such a program?
we ‘are unconcerned that the larger American denomination
Reformed heritage should come to the conclus1on that ther
but the “one alternatlve", then. there is no purpose., . But

" are deeply troubled at this state of affairs-and vmth the he

of God would do somethlng about it, then there is every reas
why, it should be brought to our attention. -

Can we be content to foster acceptable. programs of Chr1st1

’ educatlon in our own churche§ and be oblivious to the fact t
other bodies of believers have lowered the flag, ‘given up ‘the

struggle ‘on three out of four of the. battlefields, and: fig
Josing: battle on the fourth? I think.we have a responsibi
We_can discharge that - responsibility in two ways. First, we
must demonstrate the fact that what to so many séems impo:
sible ¢an be done. -Nor dare we rest satisfied unless it is do
50 well that it will be a challenige to others. This means,
instance, malntamlng Christian ~Schools which will. compa
favorably in every way with public schools. Secondly, we mus
do everything possible to bring our solution to the attention’ 0
others and convince them of the absolute need for a similar
program. It will take a campaign of major proportions to g

. effective, but under God we have no other choice. - -
Brethren, think on these: things. .

. Sincerely in Chiist,
BURTON L. GODDARD.

ECUMENICITY—-—1946

the:“Nethérlands in* 1922 - presented to. the -Duteh -
churches . the ‘ideal- of an ecumenical synod. In 1924‘
Dr. H. H. Kuyper spoke in a- 51m11ar vein to. the Reformed
These chiurches in turn- delegated

messenger ‘of < closér... affiliation, In- :1980 - the ~South African

Churches caIIed on* the Reformed Churches ‘of: the Nether]and'




1as a’ ghostly: spectxe stalked its success

menlcal synod.

authorlty to make. ﬁnal plans subject to synodical approval
The South African Churches likewise delegated Prof. S. du Toit
‘and the Rev. Mr. Snyman, This time the lowering clouds of
“World War II drove the delegates to their returning steamers
- and nothing definite-could. be accomphshed When peace. seemed
to. be in the offing the committee of -the” Christian Reformed

accomphshed and the direction in which its committee was mov-
ing,: and also asked .the Synod of 1945 to approve of what had

approval and: authorization was obtained. - What the committee
seeks thls June is final adoption of the plans made. -

our - leaders who -already - a fewdecades ago. envisaged .an

ﬁnce” ‘was inadequate to the needs -of the churches of today.

: Proposed Ecumemcal Synod
ig: the dream we' hope will come true: It plans ‘do not

kat1ona1 tensmn, and if the Synod of the Chrlstlan Reformed

1lli be held in Grand Raplds, M1ch1gan, and w111 be comprised

the: Netherlands, The Reforméd Church of ‘South Africa, and
hristian Reformed Church of America,  This synod. then
pe.a foundational or preparatory  synod.
mmended and ‘culled “from past synodical: approvals ‘will
er’ doctrmal ecclesiastical, testimonial, and - “actional’.

nary, but it may express the idea of Reformed action in the
odern world e
§ as to authority and relation-to national synods. .

he’ Reformed Churches of the Netherlands have delegated,
Dr. G. Ch. Aaldeérs, Dr. G. C. Berkouwer, Dr. J, Hoek, and the
prethren elders W. Hessels and J. Hartsinker.
icgn. Churches have delegated as . primi delegates Dr. J. D.
Toit, Dr. J. S, De Klerk and elder Prof. Dr. H. G. Stoker.
ur synod w1ll be recommended to appoint ten delegates, viz,
"otheologlcal plofessors four ‘ministers  of - the gospel and

Just what can be accomphshed" Nobody knows.
ng can‘make an infallible blueprint of the future. Scriptural
‘beneficent prov1dence we: can look for corporate achlevementsf
48 mention some anticipations. .

" Christ:” We may not, however, swing to the opposite extreme

“and forget about our own growth. To say complacently that
““we’'have the truth, only we must propagate it, is a dangerous
~'4oversimpliﬁcation., The truth we hold sacred must be stated
. and, clarified for our own benefit in this chaotic world.

S In 1937 however,
‘hen thé ghost was - driven- ‘away. by 1ncreas1ng “prosperity, -
Dr. G. Ch. Aalders addressed a communication to the churcheso
mvolved to’ put - forth efforts at ‘this time to.convene an ecu--
In 1939 the Christian Reformed Church dele-
ated the brethren the Rev. I Van Dellen and Dr. H. Beets with

_truth in Christ Jesus so that all Christians may know thh

. organizations.such as-the World Council of Churches.

_action and become vocal on issues confronting. Chrlstendom

hurch informed the Synods of 1944 and. 1945 of ‘the work

1 doné and to authorize it to continue along these lines, This -

ore divulgirig these plans it may be stated in passmg that. °

ecumenieal “synod felt that what  we call “church correspon--

~ responderice”,

mlscarry because of. travelhng -conditions and a new inter-

Church’ glves final approval ‘to the work done, then that Synod .
i1l convene am ecumenical synod in ‘August,’ 1946 This. synod

he three ¢hurches ‘thus far involved: The Reformed Churches
“ence will be ent1rely 1ndependent of any- écumenica) sy1

“The agenda
-sides, it will- give the proposed conference an. interna

“(No- .one ever ‘saw the word “actional” in a- dies

This synod will have to make its own-investis
, pubhc later on. .

The South -

- devoted to the quéstion: How can we strengthen Calv

No human :

prlnclples of mote effective unity must guide us ‘and with God’s.
_without the necessary eccles1ast1cal barrlers to be observe

 Internal Growth. We all feel the need of w1tnessmg for '

ing ‘ery. ‘of many: tell others! “We are debtors to
Each denomination owes ‘it to the “entire: church to state

the samts ‘the knowledge that surpasses all knowledge.

3. Reformed Action. We can ‘not - un1te ‘with modeln
Ne
can we afford to. cast our lot with fundamentalism, Pelsona
we beliéve that there is a real danger in ‘this d1rect10n If w
do we will become impotent as far as being a’ Reformed voic
is concérned. The Reformed of the ‘world must have

. 4. Missions. -One can see great possibilities’ for the wo
Christian missions. - Questlons pertaining to the prmclples;
methods of missions can be discussed. ' This will make for
effective. work in the Church’s golden hour and oppor ty
modern missions, : ~

5. Fellowsth.; b5 thls synod is convened we sha be
acquainted with our spiritual brethren face to face.  Instea
names-these men will become- living personalities to’ us, £
soldiers of the cross.” The. churches will be stirred- anew
the -blessed tie that binds ‘our hearts in Christian: lov
loving Reformed leaders we shall continue:in’ lovmg ‘Ret
theology. Of course, we then can dlspense ‘with “churc

Calvmlstlc Conference S

) The Calvinistic Action: Commlttee is ‘watching wit;
expectatlon the. developments of an‘ecumenical syno”y A
Synod decides: to convene such a synod the C; A. C intend
arrange “for -a Calvinistic " Conference in Whlch 70
forelgn delegates will play a promment role '

“The C. A. C. w1shes it to be: understood that th

is. only " berefitting “by- the. propitious circumstances that de
gates can be had who otherwise would not be ‘obtainab

flavor, something very becommg of an 1nternat10nal aith
Calvinism; :

What will the program be" This T-do 1ot know “The
mlttee, Dr. C. Bouma -and Dr. H. Meeter, will: mform

~ Since we have become a Calvmlstlc Actlon Commltte y
committee that will- be engaged in the product1on and tra;
lation of - Ca1v1nlst1c literature, ‘a conference ‘of this typ
be conducive in- establishing “proper -connections”, It
perhaps; lay a foundation for an international Calvmlstlc Ae
Committee. Besides addresses, a“bandquet, a sesslon coul

throughout the world?

The ‘beauty of a conference ent1re1y 1ndependent of a 8y
is that all true Calvinists ‘¢an_co-operate in -common purpo

the convening of synods. :
Asa personal wish I smcerely hope that our readmg p
will- remember this cause in their prayers.  I.am happ
believe there are many who share ‘the conv1ct10n with 4
C. A. C. that the God-centered full-orbed Christian life. :
only hope in this self-centered and consequently greedy wo
. . Jacos T.‘Hooosm
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HUMANISM AND CHRISTIANITY

""I’LOWER oF ‘GRASS. - By Emile Cammaerts.
Bfrothe'rb Pubhshefls, New Yoqlc and London
$2.00. r

H arper - &
“Forewo'rd”

. lowe7 of Gmss is a sp1r1tual autobmgraphy Camlle,
maerts ‘is-a ‘poet, essayist and historian- who, -since 1933,

' pled the Chan of Belglan Studles at the Un1vers1ty of

a1th whlch the ‘author proclalms is that of Chr1st1an- :

letedkby and embodled in’ the Cathohc Church

modern world if what is wrong w1th modern man is
freedom which God gdve him to choose, he sinned in

place man and not God in the center of the world, k
ime- is* between Chrls-jg
“humanism- and not,” ini: t is '1mportant matter, be-

fundamental conflict “of - ou

Cathohclsm and Protestantlsm Accordlngly, gtodsear-
and: very good to hear the Catholic: Cammaerts say,
havmg triéd: to- use and rest. in the ideals and: systems
cular. modermty “Christ is. God and Man-or He is’ noth-

}splrltual value” of ‘the Gospel depends -on, the Incar- -

d'the Restirrection; and both. Incarnation and Resur-

dependent on the doctrine. of . the Redemptlon, which’

s'the fall "f ‘man ‘and- ~original sin.’ SR
i t Just another discussion of human-
t is important because his whole con-
to show as §
s to 53y that the substitution of the authorlty of ‘man
she authoutv of’ ‘God is the actual cause of “the: failure of

. The: argument is persuasive and affecting because’
ely. connected with - the. personal experience -of the‘
Trits slmple and “quietly eloquent way the book en-~

on’ you the “conviction - that the 'sin of humanism’ ‘has
aped up‘such an aggregate of individual and" collective guilt,

hort ‘of ‘remorse, repentance, and amendment,’ dlsastrous

uenCes must ensue. :
he development ‘of his argument the auth01 is greatly

erned. with “the sentimental attachment to- nhature;, with
WOI‘Shlp of. nature and of God in nature, which was so -
minent: a-note in the romanticism- of the elghteenth and ,
He had himself been steeped in the in-
of Rousseau his ‘mother  called - th1s phllosopher “the”
_The worshlp, i
_may not seem a partlcularly active temptatlon in_our -
nd' country,; but the fact is- that. Rousseaulsm, or-for'the -
L of that, Wordsworthlanlsm, was one thoroughgomg[
il 1ch the, belief in the goodness of nature and the natu-. =
"ook at that time.’ Cammaerts’ dlscrlmlnatlng account.
“heresy” is- h1stor1ca11y 111um1nat1ng, and: eompels one .

eenth centurles

“and. used the Emzle as “a bedside book.”

me one s own estlmate or “use” of nature

‘cn‘ically and concretely as’ poss1b1e what- -

In. hlsChapter “T1uth Beauty and Goodness,” Cammaerts
makes the point that this trio of abstract values was evolved -

by modern man, because it better suited the modern spult, 10"
" supplant the four virtues of Arlstotle, Wisdom, Justlce, Tem-
" perance, and Fortitude, and the three theological virtues Whlch

Augustine quoted. from St.-Paul, However, “the. idea that ‘ma,
should be ‘truthful, care for beautiful things; and’ Iead R g
life rests on the conviction that these precepts depend on son
supernatulal -authority.” " "Pruth, Beauty, - and Goodness a
values which  progressively become more abstract;: nmeani
less, and subject to'individual interpretation -as they bec
farther and farther removed: from residues of Christian thou

To ‘liberal writers they become in time a screen behlnd wh

to h1de “their “attachment to moral principles w1thout 1ncu1r1ng,

" the suspicion of belng rehglously inclined.”

In a challengmg discusgion of “Med1eva11sm and Hu \anism?’

: Cammaerts accurately summarizes the secular result ‘of il

humamstlc experlment' “The- preva111ng 1dea was th

to ity fallures But of these. fallures as: compared
fa11ures of humanlsm, he emphas1zes th1s truth::

_is a radical dlﬁ'erence between a sound doctrlne whlch
,m1s1nterpreted or: expléited by nian’s s1nfu1ness, and ‘an’
: “sound * doctring which 1eads to. dlsaster through 1ts ver'
; soundness : : S

“So-in successwe chapters, further entltled “The lelts
I‘reedom,”, “Liberalism and Chrlstlanlty,” “The Impact

- and “Under God,”" the author presses ‘the pomt that not

enough without the love of God. The love of. nature, t
of” self, the love  of family; of soc1ety, of freedom, of . d

. racy, of security are not ends, though they are that 0

assumptions -of  humanism. These are not" the ends, th g
They are only means to- the end. The ‘end 1s God

" 1t is in his review of modern wars that the " authors th
oughgomg delineation is most telhng lemg‘ the ‘resp
ity for the conﬂlct on.one of “the belhgerents, punlshm
leaders, and' signing treatles (whlch have no’ ‘spiritual: auth
ity because they are not 1ea11y s1gned “in His Name”) are't
art1ﬁc1a1 and fruitless remedies which' ‘humanism: can’ atte‘mp
“Such a’ remedy, however, cannot cure ‘the dlsease becau
those who use it refuse to recognize the fundamental cau
human sin.” For that:cause;, Cammaerts ‘gives this remedy,

“T shall be reproached for denouncing - evil Wlthoutﬁ
p10v1d1ng an appropriate remedy. - I answer: that Chris--
:tianity “is the only remedy. I shall be-told ‘that. the
‘conversion’ of ‘the world is searcely- practical politics.
1 shall -nevertheless answer that this and thig alone is =

- the: solution.” Of 'its rightriess 1 have no doubt what- "
.- 'ever; of -its practicability, to. any. Jarge .extent in the.
“neéar- future, I have very serious doubts.  But unless
we estabhsh a distinction between what is practicable
. and ‘what is true, we 'shall ‘never be. ‘able  to  think’
“straight .., We are bound. therefore, as. Chrlstlans,k,
to. struggle on over—agalnst overwhelmlng' ‘obstacles:

- to go. onl praying and striving in the midst of the
"agony, until the time ‘comes when all this praying and

2 strlvmg brmgs down upon us: the Grace of God




A CRITIQUE OF MODERN EDUCATION

L THE UNIVERSITY AND THE MODERN ‘WORLD. By Arnold 8. Nash
“The Maomzllan Company, New York., 312 pages: $2.50."

s HIS is, in.my" estlmatlon, one of the most significant books
' i ; ; written in the field of education for a long time.” What it
has to'say in the field of university education applies to
’ elementaIy and secondary education as well: If is an essay on
the philosophy of education. The book is a “must” in the library
~of ‘every one having the cause of Christian educatlon at heart.
Though "it was written about® two years ago, it is all the
more valuable today because of. the recent developments in the
field of education. ‘

e The author is (or was) chaplain to the Student Christian
~ - Movement and Honorary Lecturer in the Department of Politi-
.ocal Economy in the University of Toronto. He appeafs to be
'*'f,an adherent of the ‘Barthian system of. -religious thinking.

These facts may explain his interest in a God-centered educa-
’ 'ftlon, and the spirit and method in which this book is written.

B Mr Nash introduces us to the problem by calling attention
to the fact that the prevailing splrlt among the university stu-

i ,dents is “to escape” and that the unlverSIty professors are in
e general characterized by “purposelessness.” “What is being
s ‘vquestloned is ‘whether any values of any kind are worth seek-
ing rather than faith in a soc¢iety: which, like individuals within
_it, fails to practice what it preaches.” (p. 8.) This is true be-
cause: the world which colors the universities and which in

. tarn is colored by the universities recognizes no moral values.
" Hence professors are appointed for no other reason than that

' kthey have degrees and can produce or reproduce, and the uni- -

: vers1t1es glory in 'no other quality than that of quantity pro-
‘_ductlon The largest. faculty, the greatest number of students,
~and the greatest number of courses constitute the -criteria by
{whlch a school is judged. This is typically American.

There are in modern education two idols before whom edu-
: “cation bows The one is the final authority of science and the
~“.other is the absolute freedom of the individual. Both of these

~gods are viewed from the point of view of the “dogma” of lib-
ralism: . “According to liberalism - man is fundamentally good
“and: h1s inherent goodness-is indicated in his increasing capac-

come: his “way.
ress——the dogma that man, like. the world ‘itself, is slowly get-
ting better'. . .” (p.80.) “This basic humanism is back of the

V'fully denied.”

. The sp1r1t of modcrn educatlon which Nash prefers to call

";"‘sclentlﬁc 1nd1v1duallsm” is-traced not back to the Renaissance

~ i“but.to the Protestant Reformation., Here the author calls at-

o - tention to the. relatlonshlp between rmodern educational develop-

© U ment and the ‘Protestant’ principles of  the rejection of tradi-

tional “authority,” the dlscredltmg -of the human mind in the

field’of abstractions; and the dighity of human labor. Whether

the argunient is concluswe or:not, ‘the fact -remains ‘that it is

Tiot: difficult at all to see the operation of these pr1nc1p1es in the
,_development of both science  and. individualism, -

_-this *scientific individualism” in the field of education. The

- assumption. that science is presuppositionless has been 'dis-

credited.  The assumption that science functions completely in-

dependent. of ‘philosophy fails-to ‘hold water. Finally, it can

- be no-.longer maintained: that reason can serve as a neutral
"\"arblter between contending: opinions. R

. The Nazi. 1deology is regarded asg a 'protest agalnst the sp1r1t
of educatlon as. revealed “in ‘democracies.-

- ~the-current educatlon in- America and ‘England, but ‘that their
.- ¢ureor remedy was worse than the disease. The commumstlc

- ‘plan of “education suffers the same- fate at the hand of the'_

,’author Here are h1s conclusmns,
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. tify the true presuppositions with the contents of a d1ctators

. educational éfforts .around a transcendent and abgolute. fact,:

but of the Christian scholars in the so-called secular subJects

‘sake, society for society’s sake, art for art’s sake; and so on

L ity by using his. intelligence, to solve all the problems; that™ so that God was divorced from the field of human developmen

Such is: tHe basis of the liberal belief in prog-.

;llberal education ‘of today Th1s Judgment cannot be success-

. There are, however, at least thiree vulnerable contentlons"
.‘anent the rise of science, which- acecount for ‘the downfall of

~the "so-called analytical psychology with its magnification 0

. of 'sex, deviating instead into the ‘most amazing mytholog'lc
Nash is- convmcedk

‘that the Nazis were fundamentally right in their opposition to - esteem wandered off into a land where all neurotic symptoms

u (the ‘Nazi. and the Commumst) are both rIght, when
you ‘attack the chaos of Weltanschawung, but your alternatlve
of ‘a totahtarlan stlalght—_]acket for knowledge 1s 1nﬁn1tel

worse. ‘

“You are both rlght when you reJect the llberal view that
knowledge can- be sought for its own sake but that need ‘not -
and does not mean that.therefore knowledge must be cease-.
lessly cobrdinated so as to buttress a particular reglme whether'
it be that of Stalin or Hitler. :

“You are both right in dismissing the liberal ratlonahsts
claim that knowledge is without presuppositions but. to.. 1den-

head is no better.

“PFinally, you are both- Wrong; -and: profoundly erng', When
having seen through the liberal’s pretensmns you clalm ab-
solute. truth and finality for your own.” B '

Chapter six is devoted to the proposition that one should
attempt to correlate the growth and formulation of “knowl-
edge with its social background. That is called “The soclology
of knowledge.” The author in this discussion shows clearly_v that
human knowledge is “conditioned” and must be judged in the
light of the “conditioning” factors. He is, of course, correc
So is his coneclusion, to wit, that all human knowledge will the
be revealed as limited and relative. And he is not unwill Tis
to label such limitations as “sin,” This conelusion leads to:the
suggestlon found in the last chapter that the unlfymg thought
must be discovered in the Judaic-Christian tradition which has
a source beyond all civilizations because it outlasted them “The
argument. may be a bit precarious, but it leads: the author t
the recommendation” of 'a Christian education; He calls upon
the teachers- in higher educational institutions to unIfy the:

to wit, God. This is not the work of theologians, we "ar¢’ told,

In the days gone by Christians have divorced Chrlstlan think-:
ing from every field of human interest, as 1f it were a thmg
unto itself, and developed the idea of business for busmes

and mstead of becoming a unlfylng factor, became:- an embar
rassment in their hands or rather in their minds.

This book should be read and reread by every Chrlstlan ed
cator.. It is a leader among the thought-provoking books i
the field of education. I am entirely in agreement with' thi
evaluation of Reinhold Niebuhr, to wit, “It is characterized b
solid learmng, diligent scholarshlp, and a w1se comprehensmn
of all the facets of the issue’ H S

FREUD AN APPRECIATION

FREUD: MASTER AND FRIEND. By Hans Sachs. Cwmbmdge,
Mass. Harvard University Press; 1945. 195 pages.

(GHE author of this little book is one of Freud’s early dis-

ciples remaining one of the inner circle until the very
end—a period of some thirty years. Others might for-
sake the Master—Alfred Adler, upon whom Fretd once.pur-:
posed bestowing the prophetic mantle, but who broke,with‘thg :
masgter on his alleged over-emphasis on sex, substituting for it

the inferiority and superiority complex Carl Jung; conSIdered
by, Freud himself after Adler the most promising. of all the dis-
ciples;-but. who like Adler accused Freud of making too much

speculatlons, Otto. Rank, who after standing highin ‘Freu

are traced back-to the birth trauma; Stekel and others: whose
defection never s6 rankled.as did that of the first three.. BII
desert the master who would, Hans Sachs remained loyal:
in year out. Not only was the man onal in thls book he




. :because - all -emotion is suppressed.
- . fine, but for the reader at least, painfully frigid stoic reticence.

‘quite self-eﬁacmg as well
followmg passages. :
" “Calling this. book my autobmgraphy does not Imply
"that I will steal into the limelight . I-did not like
. ‘the idea of joining the rank of those dwarfs who boast
" of their friendship with a giant—a friendship that of-:
- ten progresses:in intimacy when the giant is dead.
Then one day (it really happened in one day) I looked
~around and became aware that of those who formed
.~his intimate circle of disciples and had enjoyed the op-
~portunity to live for- many years near enough to his
place ‘of résidence for permanent personal contact,
there were few survivors. I saw my 1espon51b1hty
~and ‘dccepted it.
-2 “Speaking in-the first pel son I wish to appear rather
as a faithful recorder than as an actor who played his
part on the scene; I do not intend to go out of the way
to tell about my own doings. and opinions. This will -
" be.easy.since the shadow cast-by his- personality is so
“much longer than my own, it covers it almost entirely
and makes it invisible.”
Fmally, we have this quite remarkable confession, the mak-

" ing’ of ‘which, we can well believe the author, cost him no little:

. wounded . self-love, -namely:
- “ have reason to think that Freud did not find in
.+ me some: 6f those qualities he valued most highly. In
. the bond between us something was missing—that
-~ :something that leads to spontaneous intimacy between
’characters of similar type and tone. I am not speak-
~ing here of the difference in our 1ntellectual level, nor of
the . gulf that .separates the genius from ord1na1y
“‘minds. I was aware of that all the time, but I took it
. for ‘granted, as a necessary part of the relation be-
~tween the master and the eternal disciple. But these
“'special qualificatioris, which I did not possess, he found
©7.dn others who" were cast like me in the role of dis-
o c1ples in Ferenczi and Abraham and certainly in Rank
v . -He never spoke to me about:- these things . . .
but I.have little doubt of the place he assigned me.’

;"0n read1ng this book, though, one learns to admire some traits

Celof Freud One hardly learns to love h1m, but one definitely

‘does acqulre a_certain affection for the author.

by all ‘odds, it seems to me, the finest. The author does not
erte obJectlvely. He admits that for him this is impossible.
But there is no -fulsome adulation. The writer is honest and
: forthnght ThHe surprising thing is that a man for whom our
‘English language is a-foreign tongue should write such an ex-
'el ht English style How ‘he does it I do not know, but even
the IlemS are our own.

"In a book of less than two hundred pages ‘one doubts the

" -author’s’ judgment in devoting a whole chapter of more than a

. .score 'of pages to the Vienna of Freud’s day. True, Freud spent

©Z:all but four or five years of a long hfe in the Austrlan capi-

L tal; but Sachs himself says:

,‘ : “The ‘allegation that Vienna has put her stamp of
o origin on Freud’s work is a hollow pretense.”

: ~';And again:
: “Not that he ever felt close to Vienna or Vienna
“close to him.”

- “But if this is true then why the chapter? However, whether
. required or not, taken by itself it is interesting enough,

i ~The final chapter is moving. It describes the last meeting,
““known to be final by both, between master and disciple. It is
Doubly sad because ‘it purely pagan. Doubly moving

“As one would expect from the Harvard University Press,
,paper, presswork, binding, all leave nothlng to be desired.
J. BROENE.

'CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION

:John Bazllze WaAT Is CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION?
o New. lec 1945. ' Pp, 59. Price $1.00. : .

o ERE is a smty—page book, in three chapters, on the
j g‘eproblem which . Sir Ernest Barker called “perhaps

- the profoundest in h1story”——~how Christians ‘are to
E thlnk ‘of. the relation of the spiritual community of believers to

that: larger, general human commumty within which it lives. 1
,s1xty pages seem to be too little to deal usefully with so large

Scribner’s,

Surely, this ls ev1dent ffr‘onl thef
L good pages.

" forgotten and compelle intrare became the keynote.

. the other hand, Ba1111e has little sympathy for theology of de: :

,Of the books on Freud, the man, which I have read, this is ‘

. gration -of Chr1st1an1ty and civilization? - Here'again some ve

‘civilization can 'be Christian in the sense that in it Christian

There is only a certain

problem let ‘the reader take note that these a1e unusually

Of ‘the’ three chapters the ﬁrst deals w1th “a survey of the
historical relation of Christianity and (:1v111zat10n”, the second

_ with “the Chr1st1an attitude towards- contemporary clv111zat10n

and the third with “the future of the West”, < :
Apostolic Christianity seems to have had a pretty sane v1ew
of its relation toward contemporary civilization; th,e,Masters
formula was quite faithfully followed, ‘Render to Caesargthe'
things that are Cesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s’.
But soon came the “fall of the Church’, that era that is ending
in our times, in which Christianity became an aspect of genelal
society. At once a reactionary.philosophy began to ‘clamor for’
detachment of the Church from  society: .and so Anabaptism -
(the very namé is ancient) was born, the central idea of Whlch
has ever been detachment. Tertullian said, in this vein, “I own €
no duty to forum, battle-field or senate-house; I stay awake
for no official employment: I take possession of no platform:
I take notice of no councils: I avoid the voting-booths: I'wear'

+ out no magistrate’s bench: I trouble no courts of Just1ce I

perform no military service: I govern nobody: I have seceded
from the populace”, N

During this Constantinian era voluntary adherence to Chr1s—~ :
tianity made way for coerced conforming: quicunque vult was ~
No-doubt
mere society affected the Church more than the Church it,

In his second chapter Professor . Baillie treats with due se~’
verity the Liberal construction whereby the Church ‘and the -
society in which it exists are made one and the same th1ng
Diffused Christianity -may easily be a liability, for in it men
are inoculated willy-nilly with a mild form of Chnstlanlty 50
that they are made immune against the great infection. on

tachment, and he shows that this theology of detachment has
invariably brought with it a Pharisaism that not only reeks
but is socially sterile. .
But if Liberalism and diffusion lead to evaporatmn, and 1f
Anabaptistic Fundamentalism implies detachment and sterility,"
is there no other construction? Is there not yet another 1nte~k '

sane ideas are set forth, the .general thrust of which is th

principles prevail to an extent, out of deference as it were to the
Christians present in it, so that rulers for purely. pohtlcal
reasons conform to outward Christian patterns. Such a “Chris- =
tian civilization” is a great good for which we need pray an i
work. :

Fmally our writer turns to the future, to antlclpate as it
were what is coming concerning Christianity and c1v1hza,t10'“
Unless, of this Baillie feels sure, Christian ideas regain s_om 2
thing of their former hold upon our national and public life,"
even thotigh merely by way of concession to a sizable minority, j
we shall very soon fall victim to such paganism as has dlsgraced
some erstwhile “Christian” countries.

With rare insight—and may our Liberals take note of lt— ;
Baillie declares that unless we recapture something of the ,be-
lief that made Christianity strong in days gone by, it is quite’
unlikely that it will be strong enough to make eivilization -
“Christian”, even in the sense in which he intends it: for. in
order to support Christian morals you need Christian conv1ct10n
as to reality.

The best thing about Baillie’s book is that thloughout 1t is.
confessed that although we must strive to influence society and
detachment is always wrong, yet our total or final .investment
is such that even if society should slough off every “Christian” -
color and our aims for civilization suffer complete ship-~
wreck, then our ultimate investment would be as sure as ever!.
For it is everlastingly true that ‘we are in the world but not of
the world.

" Read this little book by the one-tlme plofessm ‘of theology
at Auburn and Union, now of the Unlvers1ty of Edmburgh a B

Preshyterian of stature, o

Ann Arbor, Mich.

‘ LEONARD VERDUIN,

THE CALVIN FORUM K *




WORSHIP AND LITUR(xY

Pp. 200. ' §2.00.

(‘GHIS book ‘should be studled by all those interested in the‘

study of the liturgical aspects.of divine worshlp That

3 “should mean every Christian. The author is a member

. of. the Liturgical Committee of the Evangelical and Reformed

Church. - He is intensely interested in liturgy and feels that

“ecumenical Christianity could find a rallying point in what he
chooses to call “The Way of Worship.”

"+, Brenner dquite correetly calls. attention to the poverty. of the
.liturgy in the Christian Churches. . This has been due to the
‘... faet that the consciousness of the need of God and of conse-
" .quently fellowshipping with Him has all but died away. Then,
~too, each church~has begun a strong-defensive ~operation- in
" whieh it has begun to define, codify, defend and vindicate its
. < own. particular emphasis. Again, the tendency of many
".~.Churches to stress the letter of the Word and to forget its
... spirit has done much to kill the importance of the liturgy. In
¢ more:-recent: times, there has been an. increased tendency to
- acknowledge the authority of the State.
" been" the ‘substitution of humanism, modernism or liberalism
for Chustlamty All these factors have conspired to rob the
" Church of its distinctive birth-right.
_itreffectively in these words, “We have lost everythlng——proph-
“~ecy, tongues, miracles, heroisms—we have lost them alll It is
-+ just like us—fools, we ought never to have been trusted with
. anything! - What have we left now? Nothlng eracles gone,
s prophecy gone, ‘the devil: gone, God—golng )
The way of recovery that is recommended is the restoration
e of the liturgical form ‘and manner of worship, the recovery of
" the ,absolute “Word  in- Christ,: and the reévaluation of - the
i Sacraments as mediators of God’s ‘Presence- Purpose’ and more
3 especlally the: Eucharist as the norm of all common Worshlp
. It may be serlously questioned whether this program will prove
w40 be & panacea for a - disintegrating church.
o elent account of sin which is the master disintegrator. . How-
:;ever ‘the main thrust of the argumentation deserves®to be
: honored _Lack of a liturgical sense has done much to. destroy

We ¢an sing and’ hsten critically to a sermon, or rather an
“addiess. ‘

' forms: of worship in the early church. He reveals that the
Q Chu1ch has a stablhzed worship consisting of two main parts.
There was the L1turgy of the Catechumens.  This was derived
- from the Synagogue and centered around the presentation of

the Word of God. The second was the Liturgy of the Faith-
ful; Th1s was derived from the. Upper Room and centered
- around the Sacraments. This book is essentially a plea for the

' restoration of these two parts to their proper places.

L In the chapter dealing with the Liturgy of the Word, there
1s ‘a theologlcal—phllosophlcal discugsion - of the meanlng of
‘truth. - The author “presents three kinds, The first is called
the truth of science, which is- in the main descrlptlve, relative,
and partlal dealing with the external, tangible side of things.
Then, there is also the aesthetic or philosophical truth which

., triés to-cateh a view of the whole of things. Finally, there is

" " the truth of Revelation which presents the presence of God
from the point of view of the purpose of things. It is therefore

: moral and religious in character. The churches are urged to
concentrate on the third type of truth which can be done if they
‘adhere to the apostolic declaration that they are determined to
preach Christ and Him crucified. In studying this matter the
‘author concludes that the three divisions of traditional preach-

”_ihg’ are‘unholy. We should have five points such as may be

. found in the apostolic preaching: prophecy, the life of Christ,

E the crucifixion, the resurrection, and the call to repentance.

2~ The preaching of the Word, so it is averred, is also 11turg1ca1

and the churches should ‘find a rallying point here. There is

' ‘much in thig chapter that the leaders of the Church might well
heed, but_it is just because the preachers find it impossible to

i preach w1thout permlttmg the mterpretatlons ‘and 1mp11cat10ns

:,’I‘HE_“CALVIN'V‘FORUM‘, oEe A,PRIL. 1946

- might be able to find an ecumenical un1ty w1th these as pomts

Finally, there has-

Joseph Parker has put’

. There are -too many authorities that have paid no attentlon

It takes insuffi- -

Tour serv1ces and to make of them just another meeting where .

,;?The author beglns his work w1th a thorough study of the -

“forgotten. Preachers have been ‘selecting texts at Tandom 1

to have determmatlve values that the churches have_ sphu,: i

L : THE Way or WORSHIP By Scott Francis B’renne’r Macmzllcm, | warring groups.

In looking' for'the common denommators of the cOnceptlon of -

“ the 'sacraments, Brenner finds at least three points- of agree-

ment in the Christian churches as a whole. They are: The:
Sacraments are of dominical origin. They have outward S1gns
They are bearers of an inward: grace to all Worthy 1ece1ve1's S
All churches are practically agreed that definite mysteues are’.
associated with the administration of the Sacraments. There is.
the mystery of Christ’s presence, His relationship to the out-"
ward signs, and the mystery of the common fellowship' that -
binds all worthy participants into a. “communion. of saints”.. ...
Since these are the important items of agreement, the churches

of eommon interest:

These are rather fundamental discussions that have 10t
entirely, I fear, escaped the breath of dialectical theology. .

There is also an excellent practical discussion on the Ex~
ternals of Worship. -We are just now beginning to emerge. out .
of a period in which the externals  were neglected in the inter-
est, it was thought, of the spiritual aspects of worship. Tteig
high time, I think, that many of the Calvinistic Churches should!, ~
begin. to re-think the matter of proper externals in worshlp. :
There are altogether too many- buildings that pose as. places of
worship that cannot but be an offense to' those who believe in
the beauty and majesty of God. - There are too many ministers:
who have flaunted the finer sensibilities of those who feelrthat
the representatives of God. should be apprOprlately

the fact that the interior of the church, its arrangement
furniture, and many approprlate accessories can be! of
reaching aid in promoting’ worship. = God Hlmself gave. 1
directions for the building of a temple and the placing of 1
accessories, Jesus Himself in the Sacrament took Tecourse
mater1a1 things to pr omote genulne sp1r1tua11ty

‘We trust that it has stlmulated 1nterest i the subJect
has done that, why not go on and read Helmsath’s The Gem;
of Public Worsth? ‘

ON SECOND CORINTHIANS

THE$62'O51\5FORT oF GOD By Harold J, Ockenga. Revell Pp. 28
HIS volume contains a series of exposltory addresse
(G with which the author has, together with his congreg:
tion, worked through the Second Epistle of St Paul t

the Corinthians, :
We are living in the close (I hope) of an age in wh1ch ‘the
art of -expository preaching has been neglected and well—mgh

the hope of finding some materials that would enable them
preach on some timely ‘topic, It was a wearisome meth
They would select a text, work on it a while, and then, reje
it because of its difficulty or because it would not lend itse
to the purpose that they had in mind. Yet there was alway
at their disposal a better method; which removes most of ‘th
difficulties of text selection, which gives the congregation :
more systematic acquaintance with the Bible, and which makes’
for a unified treatment of the Bible in a series of sermons.
There is a revival of this sort of preaching, Ockenga is among' :
the leaders in this movement.

In many ways this book could be taken as a model for ex-
pository preaching. It reveals a careful and keen analysis-of :
the text material, an enviable ability to make approprlate ap-f
plications, a clarity and ease of expression, and- a r1ch abun-~ :
dance of illustrative material wisely used. .

I have selected several of these sermons at random and hav
read them with delight. Am I right when T sense in these ser-.
mons a lack of appreciation for the doctrine of predestmatmn
whlch means 80 - much to the heart of every Calv1mst‘7 Here‘




5 cree of . God doomed these perishing ones to. hell and everlast~
‘ing: death ” - (page 109.) Must punlshment and predestination
i :necessarlly exclude one another? Are they contradictory terms?

- Thls one bit of criticism. that I have of this otherwise so ad-
tmlrable book is to be regretted all the more, because it con- -

:" ,';stltutes the 1nterpretatlon of the statements of St. Paul’ who
:was an outstandmg predestmaman H. 8.

"BOOKS IN BRIEF

: GREAT INTERVIEWS oF JESUS. By Clarence E. Macar tney Ab-
; bmgdon~Cokesbmy Pp.190. $1 50,

S “Fifteen sermons with the usual Macartney~an freshness of
~approach-and style.  ‘In“them the personal word and the per-
:'gonal touch of Jesus are presented with an appreclatlon that
‘only the child of. God can have. The reactions of Jesus in the
'fTemptatlons are presenited under the heading, Christ’s Inter-
~view: with- a Murderer and: a Liar. His Interview with Two
Dead ‘Men is a presentation of Christ's discussion on the Mount
of . -Transfiguration.
P011t1c1an is self-explanatory. These are’ just a few illustrations

The volume is- recommended to .every one- ‘who delights in
readlng a-germon.

Cokesbmy Pp. 195.. $1.50.

. Dt. Werner is a Methodist preacher who has devoted his
life to helping people to get out of trouble.. Qut of his rich
erience he has gathered a: great deal of material.  This he
ﬂected upon and from it this book has been born.
sure-and miraculous way to solve the problems of others.

th gapphcatlon of sympathetlc and  sanctified common-sense.
his volume is rich in-suggestions.
,thisf,Work because “he developed in Detroit a Personal Trouble

cies. The reading of this book will not make:a good personal
unsellor, but will- enable a person to see the kind of stuff

1s, as one could suspect easily dlscernlble

THE LARGER EVANGELISM By John R Mott. Abinc}dbn-Cokes-

~bury. Pp. 108. $1.00.

his book cons1sts of the five Sam P. Jones Lectures de11ve1ed
“Emory University. Mott is a man born about the time that
. “Lincoln was assassinated. Before the end of the Nineties he
*‘had already become a leading layman in missionary c1rc1es He
,as‘ for more than a half century been recognized as one of, if
not-the one, outstanding missionary leaders. The world was
his field. ~This book reveals the heart of a man more than
‘eighty years of age, whose faith in the Gospel has never failed.
.>This little book contains -his reflections on the principles,
L slogans, methods, and leaders in the world of missions.

“oneiof the many ‘revealing - declaratlons, k“Predestmatxon Js‘ '_‘WHY PRAY"

not-the answer,, but punishment is. No _eterfial irrevocable de= -

. around which "'so much uncertainty seems to rest.

His Interview with the Tree-Climbing -

p;cked at random indicative of the kind of material presented.’

ND WE ARE WHOLE AGAIN By Hazen G. Wemer Abmgdon—'
- of Canada.

There
T .practice of psychology in the ministry is nothing more than
The author is qualified for
nlc, in eollaboratlon with 4 psychlatrlst and a family visitor-

and in’codpeération with the Public Health Department, thej
Pohce Department the-Medical Center, and other public agen-

that eﬁectlve counsellors are made of." The Armlnlan emphasis

- tions that children are almost certain to ask. There are re

By Wm Evans.
pages $1 50,

Th1s is a reprmt of a book wrltten about a decade ago andf,a
constitutes-a call to prayer to. the youth of today. Such & bookf :
is"never out of date. : Prayer is the great Christian exerc1se,,‘:
It is the
first Christian virtue- that a Christian seems .to be w1111ng 1o
surrender. It d1es s0.-eagily because prayers are seldom: an~
swered in the precise form in which the petitioner had. w1shed
It is too often regarded as a sort of a method by which a selfish*
individual can pry something loose from a reluctant God. This-
is, of course, not praying. Read this book to discover -what :
praying really is, why it is necessary, how it is poss1b1e, what E
1t can do, and what some of its hlndrances are. -

Eerdmdnsf;Publishing“ Co. ', 1 52

THE BIBLE SPEAKS To OUR Day.

By George Barcl(by The
Westminster Press. :

Pp. 98. $1.00.

Dr. Bal‘clay is a leading Presbyterian minister in England.:',‘
He maintains that the Bible is exactly the kind of book needed .
for this-war-stricken world in- which- we are §truggling. ‘In this -
book he has analyzed much of the thinking of our times;: andf]
has selected’ Bible messages and -has shown how aptly they ..
apply to our own tlmes His attempt 1s altogether successful‘ |

THE Two- EDGED SworD. - By Norman F. Langfo'rd The West-iﬁ
minster Press, Pp. 192. $2 00.. :

The author is a brilliant young mlnlster in the United" Churc .
In this book he offers to the reading publica geries
of twenty~one fresh and original sermons. The general philos--
ophy back of them is that the Christian lives in a. strange
world -of contmuous judgment and of- hope. The author dis-
cusseés the tensions in which men live today, the inward life of -
the .church and its relatlonshlp to. the world, and ﬁnally th _
problem of resurrection. One may. raise his eyes questlonmglyfg
here and there, wondering what theology or phllosophy may:be:
lurking back of the thoughts presented The book 1s worth*‘, “
reading. Its over-all -note is-optimistic.. ) E

OPENING THE DoOR m Gop. By Herman Sweet The We

minster Press., Pp, 160, $1.00.

I do not like the 1mp11cat10ns of the tltle of this work For
the rest; T wish that this volume could be.placed in the hands -
of all discerning parents who are interested in brmgmg :
their children in the love and fear of God. The book-is filled
with suggestions for meeting the obligations that rest upon the
Christian parent. There are. answers -for the kind of g

mendations in the matter of the best method for home dévo-
tional tralnlng There is wise counsel as to the proper attltude,,
that the parents should assume toward the church .and its.
varied program. - There are many suggested prayers for:chil-: =
dren. At the end there is an excellent bibliography from which-
selections can be made for almost every aspect of child training.
The author, however, fails to mention one of the most potent}

factors in the effective rehglous tramlng of children, namely, o
the Christian School.

« H. S.
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