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2THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION’S slogan 
about religious authority, sola scriptura (“Scrip-
ture alone”), doesn’t mean what some people 
think it means. In fact, the way a lot of people 
have taken it is something all the Reformers 
repudiated. Sola scriptura is not honored by 
someone sitting in an easy chair with a Bible 
in his lap, deciding for himself what is true—
or by televangelists (or others) declaring they 
have “discovered something new in Scripture.”

At the Diet of Worms in 1521, luther boldly 
responded to the German emperor that he 
could not recant what he had taught since it 
was based on Scripture rightly interpreted. 
But luther was shaken when the Archbishop 
of Trier then accused him of subjectivism—of 
thinking that he alone, in all the history of the 
church, had understood Scripture rightly. 

Such an allegation would hardly bother many 
Christians in our day. Shaped by our individual-
istic North American culture, a Christian might 
well shrug off that challenge with a “So what? I 

r E f o r M E d  M A t t E r s

know I’m right!” luther recognized, though, that 
subjectivistic individualism was a path into dark-
ness, not toward light. So he wrestled with the 
question. The answer he came to, in short, was 
that Reformation slogan we have all heard but 
many misunderstand: sola scriptura.

For the Reformers, “Scripture alone” did not 
mean “Scripture all by itself.” Rather, Scripture 
was “alone” as the only unquestionable religious 
authority, not the only religious authority. As 
luther struggled with the archbishop’s chal-
lenge in the months after the Diet of Worms, 
he came to recognize that his understanding 
of Scripture was not unique: he found it in many 
church fathers (the common term for the 
respected pastors and theologians of the 
ancient church). He heard it proclaimed in the 
creeds (Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian). He 
saw it set forth by the ecumenical councils 
(Nicea, Constantinople, Ephesus, and Chalce-
don), which defended the apostolic proclama-
tion of who Christ was and what he had accom-
plished, and of how that all related to God as 
Father and as Holy Spirit. These ancient worthies 
served as religious authorities for luther and 
the other Reformers. luther discerned that the 
stuff he had come to oppose was the clutter 
that had obscured that faithful ancient teaching 
over the course of centuries, down to his day. 

For luther and the other Reformers, Scrip-
ture was the ultimate religious authority. It 
was the norm by which other claimants to 
religious authority must be measured. If they 

stood the test, they could be respected as 
lesser religious authorities—below Scripture 
but superior to anybody’s private ideas. The 
Reformers recognized subordinate religious 
authorities—the faithful teaching of the church 
fathers, the creeds, and the doctrinal deliver-
ances of the ancient ecumenical councils—
since these were faithful to Scripture.

This shouldn’t be surprising to us. We affirm 
sola scriptura but we also embrace what are 
called secondary standards: the Belgic Confes-
sion, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the 
Canons of Dort. These three “forms of unity” 
are superior to any of our private opinions; 
they are meant to guide us into faithful under-
standing of Scripture. We also accept the 
contemporary testimony “Our World Belongs 
to God” and the Belhar Confession as guidance 
for life in the present day—superior to private 
judgment, normed by Scripture. 

living, thinking, and believing like this 
honors what the Reformers intended in their 
bold affirmation about religious authority, sola 
scriptura.  n

S T u DY  Q u e S T I o N S o N L I N e

Sola Scriptura
The Reformers 
recognized 
subordinate 
religious 
authorities.
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James r. Payton, Jr., is 
the author of Getting the 
Reformation Wrong: Correcting 
Some Misunderstandings 
(Intervarsity Press, 2010). He 

is professor emeritus of history, redeemer 
university College, and attends ancaster 
Christian reformed Church in ancaster, ont. 

2017 MARKS THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY 
of the Protestant Reformation. Starting 
with this Reformed Matters column, we’ll 
commemorate the anniversary by high-
lighting its five rallying themes: Scripture 
Alone (Sola Scriptura), Faith Alone (Sola 
Fide), Christ Alone (Solo Christo), Grace 
Alone (Sola Gratia), and Glory to God Alone 
(Soli Deo Gloria). 



Anniversaries

70th Anniversary  

Geers, Harold and Elaine of 725 Badwin, Jenison, MI will celebrate 
their 70th anniversary on Feb. 28. Their family praises God for His 
faithfulness!

 60th Anniversary  

KerKstrA Ray and Betty (Bolt) of 16138 Hackney Dr. Orland Park, 
IL 60467, will celebrate 60 years of marriage on March 8, 2017. Their 
5 daughters and spouses, 14 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchil-
dren are grateful for their love, encouragement and witness of Christ’s 
love in marriage and in life.

Obituaries  

BrUINIUs, Dorothy M. “Dot” Bruinius, nee Hartog, age 79, of 
Frankfort, IL passed away on January 4, 2017. Beloved wife for 61 
years to Bernard “Butch” Bruinius. Loving mother of Bernard Jr. (Karen), 
Terri (Craig) Boonstra, Glenn (Valerie), Dawn (Scott) Gibson and the 
late Jackie and John. Cherished grandmother of 16 and great-
grandmother of 7. “Mother” of My Dung Cong (Tuan Tran) and their 
family. Dear sister of Jacqueline (George) Van Ryn, Henry (Bonnie) 
Hartog, Karen (late Terry) Blummer and Diane (John) Decker. Fond 
aunt of many nieces and nephews.

BrUxvoort, CorNelIA (Kay), age 94 of Newton, IA, went home 
to be with her Lord on January 13, 2017. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Herman, and is survived by her son, Don (Theresa) 
Bruxvoort; her 3 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren.

DeBoer, Peter PoUsMA, age 87, from Grand Rapids, MI, went to 
be with his Lord and Savior on Tuesday, January 10, 2017. Peter is 
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 Denominational and Classical

Announcement of Candidacy  

We are pleased to announce that Matthew Kaemingk has now 
completed his academic requirements and is eligible for call as a 
candidate for the ministry of the Word.   
 Dr. Steven Timmermans, Executive Director

  Meetings of Classis  

ClAssIs ZeelAND will meet on Thursday, May 18, 2017, 4PM, in 
the Bethel CRC of Zeeland.

Financial Aid  

stUDeNts FroM ClAssIs IllIANA who intend to engage in full-time 
ministry in the Christian Reformed Church after theological studies are 
now invited to apply to the student fund committee for educational 
assistance for the 2017-18 school year. Applications forms for conditional 
grants and further information can be obtained by contacting Pastor 
Dan Roels, pastor.dan.roels@gmail.com or 708-474-7717.

 retirement  

PAstor GAry BoMhoF is retiring June 2017 after 40 years of 
faithful service in Ont., Man., and AB. His retirement will be marked 
with a special worship service at 10:00 AM June 4, 2017 at First CRC, 
Red Deer, followed by presentations and lunch. Please send pictures 
&/or stories to Crcbomhof1976.2017@gmail.com or First CRC, 16 
McVicar St., Red Deer, AB T4N 0M1.

Congregational

Church’s 75th Anniversary  

FIrst CrC IN MoUNt verNoN, WA is planning its 75th anniversary 
celebration May 12-14, 2017. For information call 360-336-2405 or 
email secretary@firstcrcmv.com

General  

WIth GrAtItUDe to GoD, Immanuel CRC of Wyoming, MI invites 
all present and former members to a final Celebration Service on May 
7 @ 9:30 to praise God for the 68 years of ministry in the Wyoming area.

Miscellaneous  

MolINe ChrIstIAN sChool Moline, MI - Celebrating 100 Years 
of Faithful Growing - Picnic June 3, 2017, 3-7 PM. www.moline 
chrsch.org. 616-877-4688; Facebook 

Birthdays

95th Birthday  

GertrUDe vAN hAItsMA of 230 S. State #99 Zeeland MI 49464 
will celebrate her 95th birthday on March 9. We praise God for His 
blessings and faithfulness for the these many years.

 90th Birthday  

Peter terPsMA celebrated his 90th Birthday on Feb. 14. His wife, 
Mary and sons David, Peter & Sally, Dan & Jessica & 8 grandchildren 
& 5 great grandchildren wish him a Happy 90th. Greetings may be 
sent to 9719 Avalon Dr. Parrish, FL 34219

survived by his wife, Joy; his children: Bonnie Nyenhuis, Walter and 
Jesslyn DeBoer, Peter and Nancy DeBoer, and Susan and Bill Steketee; 
his 11 grandchildren; and his 5 great grandchildren. Soli Deo Gloria!

FAUBle, DArleNe, age 70, of Wyoming, Michgan went home to be 
with the Lord on December 14, 2016. She was preceded in death by her 
father, Lloyd, and brother, Ray; and is survived by her mother, Barbara, 
siblings: Gloria Fauble, Kathy McIntyr Fauble, Douglas and Claire Fauble, 
and Penny and Philip Thomas; and many nephews and nieces.

KloMPIeN, JeNNIe, age 88 of Manhattan, MT went home to her 
Lord on 12/25/16. She was preceded in death by her husband, Clarence, 
and sons Edwin and Ron. She is survived by her sons Larry (Lorraine), 
Wayne (Linda), Ken (Cindy); daughter, Cheryl; daughter-in-law, Marlys, 
17 grandchildren, 39 great grandchildren, and 1 great great grandchild. 
Memorials to Manhattan Christian School, 8000 Churchill Road, 
Manhattan, MT 59741 are appreciated.

leeNsvAArt, MAxINe W. rysKAMP, 
age 96, passed away in Denver, CO January 
15, 2017. She was a member of Third CRC 
where a Memorial Service was held Janu-
ary 19, 2017. She was originally of Grand 
Rapids, MI and taught for 35 years at 
Sylvan Christian School. She was preceded 

in death by her husband of 21 years, Jacob, sister Elaine Hofman (Len), 
son-in-law Dick (Shirley). Survived by sister Joyce Pettings, brothers-
in-law, Paul Pettings and Leonard Hofman. Also, survived by step-
children, Linda Geels (John), Nancy Bierling (Bob), Marcia Mains (Jeff), 
Jean Fielding (Bob), Joan Pettings (John), 16 grandchildren, 26 
great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Memorial gifts may be sent 
to: Christ’s Body Ministries, P. O. Box 18834, Denver, CO 80218-0834. 
Mickey will be greatly missed by her family. ’”Blessed are those who 
die in the Lord.’”
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We do.

Think you can change 
the world from a classroom?

CHANGE can be big, like influencing the next 
generation big. Or it can be small, like marking 
quizzes small. It’s about what you choose to 
do on the one hand, and who you are on the 
other. We are more than our jobs, and God has 
a calling for each of us, wherever we go.
That changes everything. Including you.

A degree you can believe in. redeemer.ca



PAstor, NeerlANDIA CrC: Have the opportunity to experience 
Alberta’s clear blue skies and Northern Lights all within driving 
distance of the majestic Rocky Mountains. Neerlandia Christian 
Reformed Church, located in the rural community of Neerlandia, 
Alberta, Canada, is seeking a full time ordained pastor. We are an 
active, multi-generational congregation of 150 families with a strong 
foundation of over 100 years of ministry. Our style of liturgy is a blend 
of contemporary and traditional with a strong emphasis on music 
and praise. We are looking for an experienced pastor with commend-
able preaching and teaching skills who looks forward to forming a 
cohesive multi-pastoral team. To explore this opportunity with us, 
please contact Simone Tuininga, mstuininga@xplornet.com.

Co-PAstor: Trinity CRC, Edmonton, Alberta is growing and seeking 
a co-pastor to complement our current pastor and youth director in 
Biblical preaching, visionary leadership, and pastoral care in our 
increasingly diverse and vibrant congregation. Direct inquiries to 
TrinityCRCpastorsearch@gmail.com

PAstor Faith CRC of Tinley Park, IL, is prayerfully seeking a full-time 
Senior Pastor. To explore this opportunity, please contact Doug 
Terpstra, preferably by email at doug@alanhorticultural.com or by 
cell at 630-514-0993

PAstor Searchlight Ministries in Jamestown, Michigan is a com-
munity-minded church, which strives to be authentic, accepting, 
come as you are (both inside and out). Searchlight is focused on 
building relationships, committed to an open and vulnerable com-
munal prayer time, and serving others. If interested, contact Herb 
Kraker at herb@dialogos-studies.com or Lynn Kraker at 616-821-8440.

seArChING For FUll-tIMe PAstor We are Calvin CRC in Holland, 
MI. We have thriving ministries, vibrant worship, friendly people, 
and lots of energy. What we are missing, though, is a pastor to work 
with us to reach the lost and challenge us with motivating messages. 
Our mission is to Seek God’s heart and Share God’s love. If you can 
hear God calling you in our direction, please send us your resume: 
searchteam@calvinministries.org or Search Team, Calvin Church, 387 
W. Lakewood Blvd., Holland, MI 49424.

2 PAstors NeeDeD 2 Pastors – Emmanuel Christian Reformed 
Church, Calgary, AB –seeking 2 pastors to serve our congregation in 
Calgary, Alberta. We are a large multigenerational community-focused 
church which utilizes a contemporary liturgical worship style. Calgary 
is a city that offers everything - from sports to arts, prairies to 
mountains. Job descriptions will be creatively crafted to compliment 
God given gifts to serve our church community in the areas of preach-
ing, education, worship, pastoral care and community engagement. 
To receive a church profile or to learn more about our current pasto-
ral vacancies; please contact Hessel Kielstra: email hessel@vyefield.
ca or phone 403-669-0714.

yoUth MINIstrIes DIreCtor North Street CRC, (Zeeland, MI) 
a church that strives to be “deeply rooted, ever growing, and bearing 
fruit,” seeks a full time youth director to help us in leading and direct-
ing our youth programs. Please visit our website www.northstreet-
crc.org or email Brian at northstreetsearch@gmail.com for more 
information

PAstor: Heritage CRC, consisting of 675 members in Byron Center, 
MI is seeking a full time Pastor of Preaching and Worship. Is  
God calling you to ser ve in this growing West Michigan  
community? Please indicate your interest in this position to 
searchteam@heritagecrc.net.

PAstor “Community CRC, Dixon’s Corners will be a community that 
is passionate about loving God and all people.” We are a rural church 
just south of the Nation’s Capital, Ottawa, Ontario looking for a full 
time PASTOR who is passionate about worship, spiritual growth, 
community care and prayer. Elementary and secondary Christian 

education available in our area. Please contact our Search Team at 
ccrc.vacancies@gmail.com to request our Church Profile and to 
forward your Ministerial Profile.

leAD PAstor Edina (Minneapolis), MN: Calvary CRC seeks to replace 
our retiring lead pastor. To explore this opportunity, contact 
 pastorsearch@calvarycrc.net

PAstor: First Christian Reformed Church in Brandon, Manitoba is 
looking for a full-time pastor. At this time we are vacant and our 
door is open to welcome a new pastor to our church and community. 
Visit our website at www.firstcrcbrandon.com and/or contact us at 
firstcrc@mymts.net

PAstor Westend CRC in NW Grand Rapids is looking to hire a new 
pastor. We’re a multi-generational church with over 350 active 
members and have welcomed many new young families in recent 
years. We’re looking for someone to love us, challenge us, and join 
us in reaching out to our community. If you’re interested, please visit 
www.westendcrc.org or email June Atsma at JuneAtsmaSearch 
Westend@gmail.com. There are some great things happening at 
Westend, and we would love to have you be a part of what God is 
doing here!

FUll tIMe PAstor Bridge of Hope Ministries, a CRC church in Sioux 
Center, IA, is seeking a pastor to lead our congregation. “Come as you 
are, Grow in grace, Go and serve others.” Please visit the employment 
tab on our website for more details. www.bridgecrc.org.

FUll-tIMe WorshIP DIreCtor: Shalom Christian Reformed 
Church (Sioux Falls, SD), a growing and vibrant congregation, is 
seeking a dynamic full-time worship director. This person must 
display a strong personal relationship and love for Jesus Christ. The 
worship director will have a passion for leading worship that supports 
Shalom’s vision statement: Growing in Christ, Showing God’s Glory. 
The qualified applicant will need to be capable of expressing our 
Reformed faith within the worship setting utilizing a broad range 
of musical skills. Three years or more of experience is preferred. If 
interested, please visit our website for a full job description: http://
shalomcrc.org/about/career

PAstor: Gateway Community CRC in beautiful Abbotsford, BC, 
Canada is seeking a full time Pastor of Preaching and Congregational 
Care for our congregation of 664 members. We are seeking an 
individual who is people-oriented and has a strong desire to faithfully 
preach the Word, nourish the spiritual growth of the congregation 
through pastoral care and teaching and to join a growing, energetic 
team. Visit gatewaycrc.org for church profile and full ministry role 
description. Please indicate your interest by contacting Marcel deRegt, 
Executive Pastor, at marcel@gatewaycrc.org or call 604-859-5908

WorshIP CoorDINAtor First CRC in St. Thomas, Ontario is seek-
ing to fill a 16-20 hour per week position for a Worship Coordinator. 
This position requires music proficiency and an ability to plan a 
variety of worship styles in a multi-generational setting within the 
Christian Reformed perspective of Blended Worship. Visit our website 
at www.firstcrcstthomas.com for more details. Email a cover letter 
and resume to firstcrcstthomas@gmail.com or by mail to 320 Elm 
Street, St. Thomas, ON N5R 1J7

WorshIP DIreCtor Talbot Street Church in London, Ontario is 
seeking a full-time worship director. Modern missional bent with 
guitar musical skills required. Inquires at office@talbotstreetchurch.com 

DIreCtor oF sPIrItUAl ForMAtIoN (20 hrs/week) Provide 
oversight of all Spiritual Formation activities to ensure program 
excellence, spiritual influence, and a cohesive experience for faculty, 
staff, and students. Duties: chapel planning/leadership and service 
on the Spiritual Life Committee. Qualifications: experience in chap-
laincy or youth ministry. Please contact Lance Engbers, Headmaster, 
at lengbers@whitinsvillechristian.org or 508-372-3246.

Church Position Announcements
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sJAArDeMA, DoN, 94, of Bradenton, Florida died Jan. 21, 2017 in 
Bradenton, Fla. He is survived by wife, Ruth, of 71 years, 3 children, 
10 grandchildren, and 19 greats. Services were held at Bradenton CRC, 
with burial in Arlington.

vANDer Pol, IreNe (Vander Veen) age 92, of Ontario, CA went to 
be with her Lord and Savior on Dec. 25, 2016. Preceded in death by 
her husband, Marines. Survived by a daughter Joanne (Fred) Rosen-
bloom, grandchildren, Brian (Laura) Hogerhuis, Steve (Dawn) 
Rosenbloom, Robin Rosenbloom, and 3 great-grandchildren.

veltKAMP, MArvIN J., age 86, of Grand Rapids, MI was called to 
his heavenly home on Wednesday, January 18, 2017. Marve is prede-
ceased by his wife, Irene (Keegstra) and is survived by son, Randy 
(Debra) Veltkamp of Holland, MI; daughter, Karen Poortenga of Grand 
Rapids, MI; son, Marvin (Joy) Veltkamp of Kalamazoo, MI; 9 grand-
children and 13 great grandchildren.

velZeN, JANe (rysKAMP), age 95; February 3, 2017; She was 
preceded in death by her loving husband of 67 years, Bernard Henry 
Velzen. Jane leaves behind her children: Pat and Gary Nederveld of 
Grand Rapids, Mary Jane and Jim Voogt of Colorado, Ginny and John 
Bylsma of California, and Jack and Sally Velzen of Minnesota; grand-
children: Allen and Emily Nederveld, Anne Nederveld and Bob Frazho, 
Steve and Cindy Nederveld, Eric Voogt and Alison George, Rachel 
Voogt-Clayborn and Trevor Clayborn, Jason and Tara Voogt, Dustin and 
Cindy Bylsma, Joel Bylsma and Jeanette Feddes, Andre Bylsma, Ben 
Velzen, and Chris Velzen; 24 great grandchildren.

veN hoUseN, ANNe, nee Van Byssum, age 95, went to be with her 
Lord on January 9, 2017. 522 Birchwood Dr., Yorkville, IL 60560. Beloved 
wife of the late William; loving mother of Yvonne (Edward) Buikema 
and Lu Ann (William) Stefek; devoted grandmother of Todd (Carolee) 
Buikema, Amy Buikema, Christopher Stefek (John Caine), and Kevin 
(Kristin) Stefek; great-grandmother of Isabella, Kaitlin, Nicholas, and 
Lauren Stefek, Peter, Matthew, Joseph, and Andrew Buikema; fond 
sister of the late Edith Tazelaar; fond aunt of Myrna Dryfhout. Memo-
rials to Providence Life Services are appreciated.

ZylstrA, JeAN (Teune) age 94 of Western Springs, Illinois passed 
away November 4, 2016. She is survived by her husband Ed, children 
Patricia (Byron) Hoekstra, Paul (Nancy) Zylstra, Cynthia (Carl) D’Acosta, 
8 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.

Employment  

CAreGIvers NeeDeD Are you interested in working for the best 
living assistance services company in West Michigan? Visiting Angels 
is looking for people who can be excellent, not average; make a con-
nection with our clients; be perfectly dependable; practice compassion 
and work with integrity. Contact Heather at 616-243-7080 or heather@
vangels.com. www.vangels.com

ChAPlIN Unique Chaplain Position; Christian Health Care Center in 
Wyckoff NJ, a faith-based facility founded by RCA and CRC church 
leaders over 100 years ago and that specializes in both mental health 
and elder care, is looking for candidates to join an active and vibrant 
pastoral care team that includes four other chaplains. The opportunity 
exists for a full-time, long-term care chaplain to serve as the primary 
chaplain in the skilled nursing care program. Applicants should be 
ecclesiastically endorsed, ordained and be able to work with a diverse 
population from a reformed perspective. Board certification is preferred 
as is experience in working within an elder care context. Job descrip-
tions are available upon request. Interested candidates please contact 
Rev. Jim Knol, Director Pastoral Care at 201-848-5801. www.chris-
tianhealthcare.org

heAlth AND WellNess CoUNselor (20 hrs/week) Support a 
comprehensive developmental counseling program for all students to 
improve the educational outcomes for those experiencing barriers to 
learning. Duties: working with parents to facilitate and conduct evalu-
ations and referring students as needed for additional support. Quali-
fications: Master’s Degree in counseling or social work with appropriate 
licensure and clinical experience. Please contact Lance Engbers, 
Headmaster, at lengbers@whitinsvillechristian.org or 508-372-3246.

shArDA, KAthleeN, of Grand Rapids, MI was called home by her 
Lord on Saturday, January 14, 2017. She is survived by her husband, 
Martin Sharda, MD; her children: Joan Sharda, Christine Sharda, Claire 

and T. J. Sapunarich, Anne and Scott Rush, and Tom and Jennie Sharda; 
and her grandchildren Hannah, Andrew, Rachel, Grace, Rebecca, Caleb, 
Jessica and Sarah Grace.
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A CENTURY 
OF CARING.
A WORLD OF 
DIFFERENCE.

Jane Keim
Fulton Manor Resident

Since 1892, we’ve helped countless mature adults flourish. 
Providing the care needed as it is needed, whether at one of  

our residential communities or in their own home. In each case, 
delivering a broad range of  care services designed to answer the 

needs of  every mature life stage. 

From independent living to in-home care, you can rely on 
Holland Home for comprehensive services and incomparable 

resources today, as well as tomorrow.

For more information call 616.235.5113 or visit us  
online at HollandHome.org.

Helpers of  Holland home  |  HomeCare of  Holland Home  |  Faith Hospice

Loan FundLoan Fund
Christian Reformed Church

For new construction, 
renovation, purchase, or 
refinance, the CRC Loan Fund 
offers churches:

•	 Competitive rates
•	 Flexible terms
•	 Fast approval 
•	 Low closing costs
•	 No fees or points
•	 Knowledgeable staff

We’ve helped churches with 
more than 200 loans totaling 
over $70 million. 

Connect with us today.

crcna.org/LoanFund
616-224-0829

LoanFund@crcna.org

36248 Loan Fund Banner Ad.indd   2 2/29/16   10:29 AM

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dordt College is seeking applications 
for the following areas beginning 

August 2017:  
 
 

Faculty Positions 
 

Business Administration Art 
Construction Management Education 
Farm Operations & Management Engineering 

Music  Physics 
Theology 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Application reviews will begin immediately.  

Qualified persons committed to a Reformed,  
Biblical perspective and educational philosophy 
are encouraged to follow the faculty application 

procedure at the link below. 
 

Dr. Eric Forseth, Provost 
Dordt College 
498 4th Ave NE 

Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697 
provost@dordt.edu  

www.dordt.edu/prospective_employees/faculty/ 
 

Dordt College does not discriminate as to age, sex, national origin, 
marital status or against those who are disabled. 

DORDT 
COLLEGE Advertising helps you 

connect with the CRC  

616-224-5882 

ads@thebanner.org
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Explore. 
Connect. 
Experience.

2017 Guided itineraries:

Reformation Heritage Tour 
of Germany
May 26 – June 3 | dan Hermen

Alluring Alaska: 
A Glacier Discovery Cruise
august 19 – 31 | George & Kathleen Gentes

Croatia: A Deluxe Yacht Cruise
september 20 – October 3  
dick & Candice Wallace

The Gospel Comes to Italy
October 5 – 17 | Dr. Jeffrey Weima

European Grand Opera Tour
October 17 – 28 | Craig Fields

Australia: Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide & more!
november 6 – 19 
Johannes & Lynda Witte

SIGn up TODAY!
For a full list of tours please visit:
www.wittetours.com/banner
800 GO WITTE

Grand rapids, Michigan

twelve apostles, australia

GO with WITTE!

eMPloyMeNt oPPortUNIty The accounting firm of VanderGaag 
& Bakker is offering employment to a current CPA student or CPA 
graduate with a minimum of 3 years’ public practice experience. Must 
have experience with CaseWare. Strong typing and interpersonal skills 
are a necessity. Responsibilities will include financial statement 
preparation, personal and corporate income tax planning/ preparation 
and various special projects. Excellent benefit package available. Send 
resume with references to: VanderGaag & Bakker Chartered Professional 
Accountants Attention: Willy VanderGaag 1076 Main Street PO Box 
2680 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Fax: 250-847-5102 Email: willy@bvcga.
com Website: www.bvcga.com

hoPe hAveN Ceo Hope Haven Ministries is a $40 million non-profit 
organization based in Rock Valley, Iowa. Affiliated with the Reformed 
Church, it began in 1964 as a way to meet the needs of children in the 
area with hearing impairments. Today, it serves special needs indi-
viduals and their families living in 30 Midwest communities through 
residential, employment, mental health, recovery, religious and 
international outreach services. Hope Haven is looking for a leader 
with a strong faith and financial background. The next CEO should be 
someone who is comfortable working with a board structure and in 
a highly regulatory, and ever changing, social services industry. Tommy 
Thomas and Laura Coverstone of JobfitMatters are assisting Hope 
Haven in this important search. To view an Introductory Video about 
the search, the full Opportunity Profile and Process of Candidacy, see 
the posting at www.jobfitmatters.com/hope.

IN hoMe-CAre CoMPANy, small, locally owned, non-medical, is 
hiring part-time. We are looking for people who enjoy working with 
seniors, have reliable transportation, and a flexible schedule, including 
some weekends. Send enquiries to: truebluecaregivers@gmail.com

  Real Estate: Sales and Rentals  

ANNA MArIA IslAND, Fl CoNDos pool, beach access, linens, fully 
equipped. 1 and 2 bedrooms. $650-850/wk. D. Redeker, 941-704-7525. 
redekercondos.com

NAPles AreA 2 bd. gated condo, great pool, beautiful residential 
area near gulf. Available thru this Dec 31, 2016. Then open from April 
1 thru Dec 31, 2017 at reduced rates. 616-560-2895.

hAllMArK CArD AND GIFt Store For Sale NW Iowa, Owner Retir-
ing, call for more info 712-324-1281. Annual sales of $400k. Great 
opportunity to acquire store inventory and fixtures that can be relocated 
within the area or to a new area

CottAGe 4 reNt: 4 bed, 3 bath, updated. Sleeps 12, Hess Lake, MI 
private waterfront. $1,400/week. Call Lonnie 616-942-0048

trAverse CIty, MI Stone Pillar Farm on 10 acres for week or 
weekend rental. Sleeps 10, linens included. Close to: town, Interlochen, 
Boardman River, Beach Bums, TBAYS fields, winter activities. For details 
and booking visit vrbo.com/862075.

lAKe FroNt loG CottAGe 2-3 bdr, sleeps 8, 30 min N of GR. Sandy 
swimming, incl. boat, swim raft, kayaks. All sport lake $750/wk Call/
Text Shawn for photo’s 616-240-3915

For reNt-sUMMer CottAGe across from Grand Haven, Michigan 
City Beach. Call 616-842-7366 for available dates. Rents from Saturday 
to Saturday. Walking distance to Boardwalk and downtown activities.

CottAGe For reNt South Haven, MI, one block from South Beach, 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, Sleeps 6 . Contact: billboersma@hotmail.com or 
616-240-3452

CottAGe 4 reNt Duplex cottage. Sleeps 15. Near Howard City MI 
On Winfield Lake, all sports lake 616-875-7302

lAKe MIChIGAN CottAGe Located in Edgewood Beach. 4 miles 
north of Holland State Park. Cute 2 BDR/1BA with screened porch and 
deck. Accommodates 4 adults or 2 adults/3 children. Private beach 2 
minutes walk away. Available select weeks in 2017 @ $850/week. 
434-2930612 or Betsy.bloom1@gmail.com

For reNt 3 br 2 bath house. Walking distance to Davenport, 15 min 
to Calvin and malls. Includes appliances and laundry. Own heat/elec. 
Available March. $1100/mo. Micky @ 616-437- 7606

lAKeFroNt CottAGe 4 reNt in Sand Lake, MI. 20 min. N. of GR. 
Sleeps 7. Available July 15-22 and July 22-29. $1000.per week. Dock 
and rowboat. Call 616-396-1549

CottAGe For reNt UPPER SILVER LAKE. 3 season - summer fun or 
spring/fall retreat. 5 bdr sleeps 14. Extended family, small groups, 
craft groups or meetings. Off season discount. 200+ft waterfront. Lg 
yard/parking. Between Muskegon & Ludington. www.cloud7cottage.
com. 920-458-4744

CoAstAl, NC - 1 & 2 br cottages in historic Beaufort, 3 br waterfront 
cottage in Atlantic, NC. All have wifi, TV, linens, fully furnished. www.
theshellcottage.com; 252-241-7532

  Travel  

holIDAy IN hollAND in our self-contained cabin or suite. We also 
offer vehicle rentals and tours.www.chestnutlane.nl

NIAGArA FAlls CANADA Trillium Bed & Breakfast. All rooms on main 
level and all with private ensuite bathrooms. call us at 905-354-3863

Products and Services  

ABsolUtely Best PrICes paid for religious books. Contact Credo 
Books, 1540 Pinnacle East SW, Wyoming, MI 49509, ph. (616) 249-9291. 
gvsbooks@gmail.com

Boers’ trANsFer & storAGe, INC Offering professional moving 
services within the United States and Canada. EXCELLENT CLERGY 
DISCOUNTS and an approved mover for retired CRC clergy! 13325 Riley 
Street, Holland, MI; 1-800-433-9799 or 616-399-2690 email: larry@
boerstransfer.com; www.boerstransfer.com Agent for Mayflower 
Transit, LLC.

CArING For AGING PAreNts? Visiting Angels offers in-home 
assisted living. Our caregivers will prepare meals, do light housekeep-
ing, run errands, provide transportation to appointments, and joyful 
companionship. Whether you need a few hours a day or live-in care, 
for assisted independent living in your home anywhere in West 
Michigan call Trish Borgdorff at 616-243-7080 or toll free at 888-264-
3580. TRIP Participant.

trUe BlUe CAreGIvers is an agency that offers in home (non-
medical) care to seniors. We are intentionally small allowing us to 
build relationships and tailor our services to each clients unique needs. 
Learn more about us at truebluecaregivers.com or call 616-406-6819. 
Owned, by Calvin alums who serve the greater Grand Rapids area. True 
Blue Caregivers, the small company with a big heart.

I CAN sell yoUr hoUse For $1000 or 1.5%  Local Calvin grad 
will sell your house for $1,000 or 1.5% commission. Full, complete 
service but with savings! The system works! 135 closings in 2016 alone. 
Ranked in the top 2% of all West Michigan agents. Call or email Doug 
takens: 616.262.4574 takens@sbcglobal.net 

AttN BUsINess oWNers. Are you ready to retire? It’s hard to find 
someone with the same values and principles upon which you built 
your business. We can help. We want your business! Email us at next-
genmarkandjohn@gmail.com to discuss options in confidentiality.

MArrIAGe & FAMIly therAPy Providing counseling in the greater 
Grand Rapids area for adolescents, adults, couples and families. 
Contact Alicia Mannes, MA, LPC, LMFT at 616-458-4444 ext 38

reMoDelING? Call Ken DeVries today for an estimate on windows, 
kitchen/bath renovation. 616-457-5880. Since 1985. www.homework-
construction.com

trUe BlUe CAreGIvers offers in home (non-medical) care to 
seniors wanting to stay in their home. We are intentionally small so 
that our experienced, consistent, and caring staff can provide the 
personalized care you need. We are owned, and operated by Calvin 
alums who serve the greater Grand Rapids area. We offer all the services 
of other companies but at a more affordable price. Contact us at 616-
459-6819 or truebluecaregivers.com We provide background checks 
on all employees, have excellent references and offer experienced care 
for those with Parkinson’s Disease.



Faith Formation Ministries
Encouraging and equipping congregations 
to grow as disciples of Christ
crcna.org/FaithFormation

Worship Ministries
Supporting biblically grounded and  
Reformed worship
crcna.org/Worship

Disability Concerns
Helping churches enfold people with 
disabilities
crcna.org/Disability

Office of Social Justice
Responding to God’s call for justice in  
our world
crcna.org/Justice

Race Relations
Assisting churches in engaging the 
ministry of racial reconciliation
crcna.org/Race

Safe Church
Equipping the CRC in abuse awareness, 
prevention, and response 
crcna.org/SafeChurch

Aboriginal Ministry
Supporting healing and reconciliation 
between Aboriginal peoples and non-
Aboriginal people in Canada
crcna.org/Aboriginal

Centre for Public Dialogue
Presenting a positive voice of faith in 
Canadian public life
crcna.org/Public Dialogue

Candidacy Committee
Encouraging people to enter ministry  
in the CRC 
crcna.org/Candidacy

Chaplaincy and Care Ministry
Supporting and developing the ministry  
of chaplains 
crcna.org/Chaplaincy

Pastor Church Resources
Supporting congregations and pastors  
in transition
crcna.org/PCR   crcna.org/SPE   crcna.org/SCE

Service Link
Connecting volunteers with opportunities  
to serve

crcna.org/ServiceLink

Faith Formation  |  Gospel Proclamation and Worship  |  Mercy and Justice  |  Servant Leadership  |  Other Denominational Services

The ministries of Congregational Services are focused on 
serving Christian Reformed churches like yours through:

                  AboriginAl Ministry     CAndidACy CoMMittee       
                             Centre for PubliC diAlogue     ChAPlAinCy  
                 And CAre Ministry     disAbility ConCerns     
              
 
fAith forMAtion Ministries     offiCe of soCiAl JustiCe      
               PAstor ChurCh resourCes     rACe relAtions      
      sAfe ChurCh     serviCelink     WorshiP Ministries 

Congregational Services

Learn more or give a gift at crcna.org/Services. 



crcna.org/Ignite

The CRCNAʼs Ignite Fund matches visionary disciples with venture capital, 

helping to kickstart innovative and collaborative ministry ideas in your 

neighborhood, your church or your classis. The Ignite fund has equipped and 

advanced more than 85 denominational and local ministry projects.

Yours could be next.
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Find out about our new name and brand at cpministries.org/our-brand

CONNECTING PRISONERS WITH MENTORS  
IN CHRIST-CENTERED RELATIONSHIPS

Crossroad

Crossroad Bible Institute is now 
Crossroads Prison Ministries

Happy 150th Birthday, Canada!

*This ad is sponsored by Congregational Services. 
Visit us at crcna.org/services.

Photo Credit: Flickr user Ankakay

Centre for
Public Dialogue

There’s a lot to celebrate about Canada. As a nation of many peoples, 

we have plenty to work on together, like equity for Indigenous 

peoples and refugees. The Christian Reformed Centre for Public 

Dialogue’s new Action Centre helps connect you with your elected 

officials for advocacy on issues that matter to the CRC in Canada.

You’re more than a consumer.  
You’re more than a taxpayer. You’re a citizen.

crcna.org/PublicDialogue

36659 Center for Public Dilogue_Banner ad.indd   1 2/2/17   7:21 AM



The Best Day Ever!
The Story of Easter
PaT r i c i a  L .  N E d E r v E L d

35761 God Loves Me_book 44_cover.indd   101 6/10/15   1:38 PM

This Lenten devotional guide 
explores the biblical motif of 
“forty” through the stories 
of Noah, Moses, the exodus, 
Elijah, and Jonah. All of these 
narratives foreshadow the 
gospel—they are reminders 
of Easter morning in light of 
the “forties” that have come 
before.

This collection of daily Lenten 
devotions reflects on the 
meaning of Jesus’ suffering 
and the meaning of suffering 
in the world. Follow Jesus on 
his journey, and see how he 
transforms sorrow into joy.

This God Loves Me storybook 
tells the story of Easter 
(found in John 20:11-18) in 
simple words a young child 
can understand, along with 
a prayer and suggestions 
for learning-through-play 
activities.

The Lent section of Seeking 
God’s Face offers a user-
friendly approach to the 
“daily office” form of prayer 
and devotions. Each day of 
prayer includes an invitation 
into God’s presence, 
readings from a psalm and 
other Scriptures, prayer 
suggestions, and a closing 
blessing.

Free Resources for Lent in 
the Digital Library
The new CRC Digital Library gives churches 
and members free, online access to 
hundreds of Faith Alive titles, including 
these resources for Lent and Easter. 
Visit crcna.org/Library

Plus, CRCs now save 20% on print editions.

crcna.org/Library

12271_freshdesk FA Market Ad_Devotionals.indd   1 2/2/17   7:23 AM
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h u M o r

Punch Lines

f ollowing a discussion about 
miracles, the teacher took the 

class to the zoo. As they walked 
along, they saw a lion and lamb 
in the same cage. The zookeeper 
overheard one of the amazed 
students say, “That’s a miracle!”

“Not really,” he replied. “Every 
day I put another lamb in the cage.”

—George Lieuwen

A ccording to my medical 
records, my blood is Type C. 

But I think it’s a Type O.

—Dave De Wit

p atient: How much will it cost 
to have this tooth pulled?

Dentist. Fifty dollars.
Patient: You charge fifty dollars 

for thirty seconds of work?
Dentist: Well, if you prefer, I can 

work more slowly.

—Dick Bylsma

A four-year-old prayed: “And 
forgive us our trash baskets 

as we forgive those who put trash 
in our baskets.”

—Carla Van Den Hout

A patient was wheeled into an 
emergency room. The nurse 

on duty asked the patient, “On a 
scale of one to ten, with zero rep-
resenting no pain and ten repre-

told his wife that he had given 

their tomb to someone else to 

use.

A bit upset, she demanded, 

“How could you do that? After all 

the time and money you spent 

building it! It was just finished and 

has never been used. What are we 

going to use now for ourselves?”

Joseph answered, “Don’t worry. 

It’s only for the weekend.”

—Sue Lauritzen

W hat can you do with a sick 
chemist?

If you can’t helium or curium, 

then you have to barium.

—L. Knoops

A father was skating on an 
outdoor rink with his two 

children, ages 8 and 4. 

A TV reporter spotted them 

and asked if they had made New 

Year’s resolutions.

senting excruciating pain, what 
would you say your level is now?”

The patient shook her head. 
“Oh, I don’t know. I never was very 
good with math.”

—Jan Veltkamp

t he person who invented the 
door knocker got a No-bell 

prize.

—R. Smit

M y husband was having 
breakfast at a local diner 

with our 2-year-old granddaughter. 
Because she was talking rather 
loudly, he asked her to talk a little 
bit softer. She replied, “Why? We’re 
not in church!” He told her that she 
might be bothering some of the 
other people. Before he knew it, she 
blurted out loudly, “Sorry, people!”

—Diana Leyendekker

j oseph of Arimathea arrived 
home one Friday night and 

“Yes,” replied the dad. “I am 
going to the gym more often and 
am going to watch my diet.”

The 8-year-old, nodding all the 
while, said, “I am going to eat only 
healthy food, no junk food.”

The young lad waited his turn, 
and then said, “I am going to eat 
pizza every day.”

—Betsy McClure

W hen our granddaughter 
was 4 years old and her 

brother was 9 months old, their 
mom warned little Kyle several 
times not to climb onto a certain 
end table, as he was likely to hurt 
himself. After he ignored her and 
kept trying to do so, his big sister 
Megan said to their mother, “He’s 
being real naughty. I thought 
that’s why we had him baptized!”

—Sandy Sall

What has made you smile 
lately? Got a joke or funny 
incident you’d care to share 
with your wider church family? 
Please send it to The Banner at 
1700 28th Street SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49508-1407; or email 
it to letters@thebanner.org. 
Thanks!

“And they have a tendency to collect more, too . . .”



Eleven years ago, members of the Christian Reformed Church voted to 

have The Banner reach everyone in the denomination. We want that to 

continue, but we need your help. A crucial piece of The Banner’s annual 

budget is an annual contribution from people like you.

We send only one appeal letter to Banner recipients per year—and 

from it we need to raise over $300,000. Please watch your mailbox 

for the donation packet and prayerfully consider how you can support 

The Banner with a donation this year.
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32 Practicing Resurrection 
38 Ash Wednesday

18 Are You  
 There, God?
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Easter 2016
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18 All Things!

22 Discerning 
What the 
Future Holds

32 A Framework for  
 Pastoral Guidance 
38 How Weekly Communion  
 Is Shaping Our World

Keep The Banner coming! Give at TheBanner.org/Donate
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19 Millennials: 
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Psalm 1 “she is like a tree Planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does 
not wither.” Psalm 13 “my heart rejoices in your salvation” 
Psalm 19 “the heavens declare the glory of god,” Psalm 23 “he 
leads me beside quiet waters” Psalm 25 “remember, o lord, 
your great mercy and love, for they are from of old.” 
Psalm 27 “i will see the goodness of the lord in the land of 
the living.” Psalm 30 “when you hid your face, i was dismayed.” 
Psalm 34 “taste and see that the lord is good.” Psalm 40 “many, 
o lord my god, are the wonders you have done . . . ; were 
i to sPeak and tell of them, they would be too many to 
declare. Psalm 51 “have mercy on me, o god, according to 
your steadfast love.”     Psalm 90 “the 
length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we 
have the strength; yet their sPan is but trouble and 
sorrow, for they quickly Pass, and we fly away.” Psalm 95 
“in his hands are the dePths of the earth.” Psalm 100 “we are 
his PeoPle, the sheeP of his Pasture.” Psalm 103 “o come, my 
soul, bless thou the lord thy maker.” Psalm 119 “i run in the 
Path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.” 
Psalm 121 “he will watch over your life.” Psalm 130 “out of the 
dePths have i called unto thee, o lord. o lord, hear my 
cry.” Psalm 131 “like a weaned child with its mother.” Psalm 139 
“you have searched me and you know me.” Psalm 143 “i sPread 
out my hands for you; my soul thirsts for you like a 
Parched land.”
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14 Synod 2016

Can you donate to  
support the cost of 
sendingThe Banner  

every month?

To donate online, visit TheBanner.org/Donate or call 800-333-8300.
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